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PART 2  - INSIDE THIS WEEK

Valentine’s love in 
an Indian prison

Council tax to rise three per cent
RESIDENTS of Argyll and 
Bute face a three per cent rise 
in council tax and a hike in 
charges for fees and services.

Papers released today, Thurs-
day, show Argyll and Bute 
Council’s plan to fill a £6 million 
budget gap will see it put an 
extra three per cent on council 
tax and increase charges for fees 
and services, if plans get the go-
ahead at a budget meeting next 
week.

However, MSP Michael Rus-
sell says the local authority has 
the highest per capita support 
of any mainland council and did 
not need to increase the council 
tax.

It is  understood there are no 
plans for staff reductions or to 

make any large savings from 
any service. Council insiders say 
it is a ‘safe budget’ prior to the 
council elections in May.

One councillor, who didn’t 
want to be named, said: ‘Budget 
meetings have been very relaxed 
this year compared to the 
previous few because we knew 
all along that we would need to 
raise the council tax.

‘But it will be back to business 
as usual next year when there 
will be millions to save and that 
will mean making the difficult 
choices we have avoided this 
year.’

Councillor Dick Walsh, leader 
of Argyll and Bute Council, 
said: ‘We are currently working 
through the detail provided by 

the Scottish Government after 
changes to the local government 
settlement were announced on 
February 2.

‘We are assessing the impli-
cations of these for Argyll and 
Bute, where there remains a 
£6 million plus funding gap to 
deal with, ahead of February 23 
when the council is due to set its 
budget.’

An Argyll and Bute Council 
spokesperson said: ‘Due to 
significant cuts made by the 
Scottish Government this year, 
the head of strategic finance has 
made several recommendations, 
including that the council may 
wish to end the council tax 
freeze and replace with a three 
per cent increase, which could 

raise an additional £1.239 mil-
lion. The council will make the 
final decision at its meeting on 
Thursday February 23.’

Mr Russell refuted the claim 
that significant cuts had been 
made to the local authority. He 
said: ‘The reverse is true. The 
council has increased resources 
available to it – up by 2.7 per 
cent.

‘Argyll and Bute also has the 
highest per capita support of any 
mainland council.

‘The current incompetent 
administration has failed to 
manage the budget and it should 
admit that it is responsible for 
the council’s very poor financial 
performance rather than blame 
anyone else.’

YVONNE MACHUGH, partner 
of imprisoned Billy Irving of 
Connel, said on social media 
that she had the best Val-
entine’s Day. Ms MacHugh said: 
‘Prison might not have been 
everyone’s � rst choice but it 
was perfect none the less.’

Full story – page � ve.

Topping the Highland cattle sale in Oban this 
week was Angus Ruadh of Glengorm from 
past-president Tom Nelson, Isle of Mull.
Pictured is handler Angus MacColl.
Angus Ruadh, who stood � rst in his class, was 
born on March 4, 2015, and heads to Inverinate 
Estate for 8,000 guineas.
The fold from Glengorm also took 5,200 
guineas for Archie Sauce of Glengorm, who 
stood second in the same class as Angus Ruadh 
of Glengorm. Archie Sauce was purchased by 
Messrs Stewart of Langraw.
The sale also made history as it was the � rst 
time a father and daughter pairing  had led the 
judging, with veteran Jimmy Laing assessing 
the animal classes and daughter Helen Laing 
judging the Young Handlers classes.
The buyers on Monday were selective but 
were prepared to pay good prices for the right 
cattle. 

� For a full report, all the prices and more 
pictures, turn to page 21.
Photograph: Kevin McGlynn

Success at 126th 
sale of cattle

Councillors plea for end to 
criticisms on social media
‘SCATHING’ comments, ‘false’ 
statements and ‘personal attacks’ 
on councillors in Oban, Lorn and 
the Isles are being made on social 
media – and they want it to stop.

On the last two occasions coun-
cillors have met in Oban there 
have been discussions about mem-
bers of the public who are quick to 
criticise councillors online.

Councillor Mary-Jean Devon 
explained: ‘We have an open-
door policy for listening to what 

people have to say. In the case 
of the Soroba bins, I saw matters 
were being discussed on social 
media but the first representation 
I had about issues was from res-
ident Sheila Brown in February 
[the three-weekly bin collection 
started in November]. The only 
other way I have known there is a 
real issue in Soroba is by coming 
across comments on Facebook.

‘In one instance, there were 
61 comments about what can be 
done in Soroba and I had, at that 
time, only received one letter. 
As soon as I received that letter 

I set up a meeting with everyone 
involved in Soroba – ACHA, 
council officers, the residents’ as-
sociation. It is difficult to change 
anything if no one contacts us. 
Sheila’s letter led to direct action.’

Of the 61 online comments, 
some included questions to 
councillors as well as inflamma-
tory comments about individuals, 
including personal attacks about 
lack of political support for 
residents in Soroba and beyond. 
There were also people writing 
under the names of councillors 
criticising colleagues. 

Mrs Devon continued: ‘Perhaps 
it would be much fairer if people 
sought to speak to their elected 
members about issues before 
making statements on Facebook 
that are misleading.’

Marri Malloy, chairwoman 
of Oban Community Council, 
added: ‘We tried to give people 
an opportunity to speak about 
problems in Soroba and set up  a 
meeting. We had asked people to 
come along and speak to us about 
the rats, the bins or any other 
concerns that they might have but 
not one person turned up.

‘It is very important for people 
to have their say in a forum where 
something can be done. That will 
not happen on Facebook.’

Councillor Roddy McCuish 
addressed the public at the area 
committee meeting held last 
week on the same issue. 

He said: ‘The people of Soroba 
will know the solution to the 
bin problem themselves. We 
know that but we would like an 
opportunity [to help] before we 
are condemned.’

When asked about what sanc-
tions were placed on opposition 

councillors criticising colleagues, 
Mr McCuish said: ‘There is noth-
ing we can do. There is a whip 
system for people in political 
parties but otherwise we cannot 
do anything.’

Soroba resident Sheila Brown 
said: ‘I learned a valuable lesson 
concerning the bins situation in 
Soroba. If you have any concerns 
or complaints that you want to 
raise with Argyll and Bute Coun-
cil, ACHA or your councillors, 
put it in writing – whether it’s 
snail mail or email, don’t rely on 
phone calls.’

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

A 27-YEAR-OLD man has 
been jailed for 32 months for re-
peatedly punching and kicking 
an Oban man.

Alistair Wilson, from Kirkin-
tilloch, who previously lived 
in the town, pleaded guilty to 
repeatedly hitting a man on 
Glencruitten Road in the early 
hours of October 29, 2016.

Procurator fiscal Eoin McGin-
ty told Oban Sheriff Court on 
Monday (February 13) that two 
people came across a man on the 
ground ‘slumped against a wall’ 
with Wilson repeatedly kicking 
him on the head and body.

A man who was heading 
to work helped the victim by 
driving him to hospital and 
telephoning the police.

Wilson’s solicitor, Gary Miller, 
told the court the victim fol-
lowed his client up Glencruitten 
Road and attacked him from 
behind on several occasions.

Sheriff Ruth Anderson said a 
custodial sentence was the only 
option, adding: ‘Given your foul 
record, which includes assault, 
and the nature of this assault, it 
would have been 40 months, had 
it not been for your early plea.’

Wilson was sentenced to 32 
months in jail, which will be 
backdated to November 3, 2016.

32 months 
in prison 
for assault
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Dog owners warned as part of spring campaign
DOG OWNERS are being warned 
their animal could be killed if it is 
found to be in the presence of sheep, 
even if it has not physically attacked 
them or chased them.

The warning comes at the start of 
a campaign launched on Monday 
February 13 by the Scottish Partner-
ship Against Rural Crime, in con-
junction with Police Scotland, Scot-
tish Natural Heritage, the National 
Farmers’ Union Scotland, Scottish 
Land and Estates and the Kennel 
Club to raise awareness among dog 
owners about the devastating effects 
of livestock worrying.

The campaign seeks to highlight to 
dog owners who live in or walk their 
pets in the countryside that they must 

act responsibly and keep their dogs 
under close control.

Results from a similar campaign 
last year showed two-thirds of all 
reported crime involved a dog which 
was either local to the area or allowed 
to roam free or had escaped from a 
house or garden.

A dog attacking, chasing or even 
being at large in a field where sheep 
are kept can lead to significant injury 
and often leads to the sheep being 
killed or destroyed. 

Such attacks have a financial and 
emotional impact on the farmer and 
cause immense suffering to the ani-
mals, all of which are avoidable if dog 
owners follow some simple steps.

Inspector Jane Donaldson, Police 

Scotland’s rural crime co-ordinator, 
said: ‘The worrying of livestock can 
have devastating consequences for 
farm animals and has an obvious 
financial and emotional impact on 
farmers and their businesses.

‘This campaign is being launched 
to coincide with the spring lambing 
period because this is when sheep are 
at greatest risk.

‘The vast majority of livestock wor-
rying incidents involve sheep and can 
occur when a dog attacks, chases or, 
in the case of sheep, is at large (not 
on a lead or otherwise under close 
control) in a field where livestock is 
kept.

‘The devastating effects of a dog 
attack cannot be overstated but sig-

nificant damage can also be caused by 
a dog simply being present in a field. 

‘Pregnant ewes can abort their 
lambs or lambs can be separated from 
their mothers, causing distress and in 
some cases malnutrition.’

Farmers and those who use the 
countryside are urged to report all 
incidents of livestock worrying to 
police on 101 or 999 in an emergency.

Preventive measures can be also 
be taken using Dog Control Notices 
issued by the local authority. 

These written notices can be served 
on owners who do not keep their 
dogs under proper control and place 
control measures such as keeping the 
dog on a lead or being muzzled in a 
public place.

MSP organises jobs 
fair at Corran Halls
A JOBS fair is being held in the 
Corran Halls on Tuesday March 
7 organised by Michael Russell 
MSP and the Argyll and Bute 
Employability Partnership.

The event will take place from 
10.30am to 1pm with tables 
available for exhibitors to use for 
brochures, lea� ets and so on.

To � nd out more or to reserve 
a space, contact ciorstaidh.
dornan@parliament.scot  or tele-
phone 01369 702011 by February 
21.

COMHAIRLE nan Eilean Siar has set 
its budget for 2017/18 without making 
further reductions to services or em-
ployees – but council tax will rise.

During last Tuesday’s budget meet-
ing, the Comhairle raised council 
tax by three per cent, the  maximum 
allowed by the Scottish Government. 
The council’s SNP group proposed an 
amendment opposing the rise but it 
was defeated in a vote.

Comhairle leader Angus Campbell 
said there had been good financial 
planning to balance out a ‘poorer than 
anticipated local government settle-
ment’ from the Scottish Government.

Mr Campbell said: ‘Following the 
Scottish budget deal, an additional 
£160million was made available by 
Scottish government to councils, from 
which the Comhairle will receive 
almost £1m in additional revenue and 
£350,000 in additional capital. While 
very welcome, that figure in effect 
only mitigated a reduction in grant for 
the Comhairle.

‘It did enable the Comhairle, howev-
er, to support the vital social care ser-
vices provided by the Integration Joint 
Board, by an additional £500,000, 
with the remaining £500,000 going 
to support balances for what will un-
doubtedly be difficult financial years 
ahead.’

Last week Na h-Eileanan an Iar 
SNP MSP Alasdair Allan welcomed 
a £275,000 funding boost for Western 
Isles schools from the Scottish Gov-
ernment’s new Pupil Equity Fund, 
designed to help close the poverty-re-
lated attainment gap. 

He said: ‘The SNP in government 
has made closing the poverty-related 
attainment gap our number one 
priority. This new £120 fund is aimed 
at doing just that – supporting 21 
primaries and four secondaries across 
the isles. By setting the funding per 
child registered for free school meals, 
schools in the Western Isles will be 
able to benefit from this fund.’ 

Highlands and Islands MSP Rhoda 

Grant responded by saying this appar-
ent increase in funding is insufficient 
in light of recent budget cuts to local 
councils.

Ms Grant said: ‘This money is 
by-passing local councils and going 
directly to schools. This is being done 
against the background of extensive 
cuts to public services, including ed-
ucation, which, following the budget, 
we can expect to continue.’

The SNP group also proposed 
that the re-design of the children’s 
residential centre Hillcrest should be 
delayed and the service should not 
be cut. There is a firm plan in place 
for the transitional period, but this 
was also defeated. This amendment 
also included a plan to re-introduce 
concessionary fares on the Sound of 
Harris and the Sound of Barra.

The councillors agreed to reinstate a 
five-day air service between Benbec-
ula and Stornoway with one rotation 
on Mondays and Fridays and two 
rotations the other three days.

Councillor Campbell has backed 
calls made by Loganair’s managing 
director Jonathan Hinkles for the 
present tax exemptions on flights from 
the Highlands and Islands to be in 
place for flights leaving from Edin-
burgh, Glasgow and Aberdeen.

He said: ‘Abolishing tax on flights to 
the islands is a perfect opportunity for 
the Scottish Government to demon-
strate how serious it is about giving 
island areas a level playing field on the 
back of the productive discussions we 
have had with them on the Islands Bill. 
Island areas rely heavily on business 
and tourism to boost the economy and 
lower travel costs would certainly help 
us in that regard. This move would 
also greatly help the many families 
throughout the islands who are often 
priced out of travelling between main-
land and island airports.’

A report on the potential for a 
Barra to Benbecula service is to 
be brought back to councillors at a 
future meeting.

Budget sees rise in council tax

Argyll projects 
hit the jackpot
NEW � gures show that more 
than £2.4 million of National 
Lottery funding was awarded 
across Argyll and Bute last 
year.

Forty-eight lottery grants 
were given, providing a vital 
boost to arts, sports and herit-
age projects, as well communi-
ty groups helping those most 
in need.

Awards include £6,749 to 
the Oban Area Coaching 
Committee,   £10,000 to Oban 
Addictions Support and Infor-
mation Service (OASIS) to run a 
support project and £100,000 
to Iona Cathedral Trust for the 
Iona Abbey Library Project.

TIMESLINE
MSP gives backing 
to Fergus the Fox
LEGISLATION to protect wild 
mammals from being chased 
and hunted for sport may be 
strengthened as it reaches 
15 years since it made its way 
through parliament.

John Finnie, the Green Party 
MSP for the Highlands and 
Islands, has joined the League 
Against Cruel Sports and its 
mascot – Fergus the Fox – to 
mark the 15th anniversary of the 
legislation.

The Scottish Government re-
cently announced it will consult 
on strengthening the Protection 
of Wild Mammals (Scotland) since 
it came into force in 2002.

A campaign by the charity to 
strengthen the act has been 
supported by 15,000 members 
of the public who have signed an 
online petition.

Mr Finnie said: ‘I’m very pleased 
to stand by Fergus the Fox and 
back the � ndings of an inde-
pendent government report that 
calls for the hunting ban to be 
strengthened.

‘I oppose fox hunting and 
other cruel sports and will 
continue to work for the highest 
possible standards of animal 
welfare.’

Islands leader meets mandarin 
to discuss funding after Brexit
A MEETING between the 
Scottish Islands Federation 
(SIF) chairwoman and a mem-
ber of the Scottish Government 
European exit negotiation team 
discussed important issues 
facing the islands in the light of 
the Brexit vote. 

Chairwoman Camille Dress-
ler, from Eigg, met Jason Lloyd 
of the Scottish Government 

last month to discuss such 
issues as agricultural policies, 
environmental protection and 
safeguarding fragile island 
communities.

At present, people living in 
the Highlands and Islands of 
Scotland benefit by 429 euros 
in structural EU funding per 
person.

This is the third highest subsidy 
per person in the UK, with only 
Cornwall and West Wales gain-
ing higher amounts. But overall 

the UK is among the five lowest 
beneficiaries from the EU with 
only 169 euros per person.

Ms Dressler said: ‘The main 
concern for the Scottish Islands 
Federation’s members is how the 
move away from the European 
Union cohesion policy with its 
associated structural funds and 
the Common Agriculture Poli-
cy will be managed in order to 
safeguard the fragile economies 
of the islands and avoid real 
risks of depopulation.’

As Ms Dressler suggested, 
the cohesion policy has over 
the UK’s membership of the 
European Union addresses 
disparities between the EU 
regions and promotes balanced 
and sustainable development.

It is understood that West Coast 
islands have benefited to a greater 
degree due to the hard work of the 
Scottish Islands Federation and 
had been able to source finance 
from the European Structural 
and Investment Funds.

Ms Dressler added: ‘Feedback 
from SIF members indicates that 
the prospect of Scotland being 
forced to leave the EU against 
its will is one which they think 
will starve the islands of crucial 
economic and social support, 
potentially jeopardise their frag-
ile and precious environments, 
and hamper their development 
aspirations for decades to come. 

‘The SIF had a long list of ques-
tions for the Brexit negotiation 
team. High on the list was the 

question about European struc-
tural funds. With a GDP of 75 
to 90 per cent of the EU average, 
the islands have benefited from 
a whole suite of European struc-
tural funds including LEADER 
and Rural Development Funds. 

‘What funding guarantees 
can the Scottish Government 
ask or provide,’ asked the SIF 
chairwoman, ‘given that the 
UK does not appear to have any 
policy equivalent to the current 
EU cohesion policy?’

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

CalMac boss will 
remain in charge 
of ferry company
CALMAC managing director Martin Dorches-
ter has announced that he will remain in post.

In October 2016, he made the announcement 
that, with CalMac having been awarded the 
Clyde and Hebrides Ferry Services (CHFS) 
contract, he felt the time was right to seek new 
challenges and that he would leave the company 
at the end of March this year.

Speaking about the decision to stay, Mr 
Dorchester said: ‘Towards the end of last year, I 
announced my intention to leave my position as 
CEO of David MacBrayne and MD of CalMac 
at the end of March 2017.

‘Having secured the CHFS contract for the 
next eight years, as well as the 35-year concession 
to run Marchwood Military Port in Hampshire 
as a joint venture, I felt I had achieved what I 
came to do and it was time to move on to new 
challenges.

‘As you will all be aware, Transport Minister 
Humza Yousaf announced last week that the 
government will be undertaking a review of 
Scottish ferry services.

‘This review will include applicability of the 
Teckal exemption, which would potentially re-
move the requirement to put ferry services out to 
tender, and the management structures of David 
MacBrayne Limited (DML) and Caledonian 
Maritime Assets Limited.

‘Having discussed the challenges and oppor-
tunities presented by this review with the DML 
board and with the transport minister, I have 
taken the decision to stay in my current post and 
lead the organisation through this new chapter.

‘I am excited by the opportunities presented by 
this review and very much look forward to con-
tinuing to work with my team and with all of our 
stakeholders to secure the best possible results 
for our employees, passengers and communities, 
as well as the taxpayer.’

David McGibbon, chairman of David MacBrayne 
Ltd, said. ‘The board is delighted that Martin will 
stay to lead the group throughout what will be an 
important period. His experience, knowledge and 
leadership skills will be of great value.’ Martin Dorchester had said he would leave CalMac at the end of March but has been persuaded to stay at the helm.
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LEADER grants top £1 million
THE OUTER Hebrides 
LEADER Local Action Group 
has approved grants to 12 local 
projects recently, taking the total 
awarded from the 2014-2020 pro-
gramme to more than £1 million.

In all, 17 community-led 
projects with a combined value 
of almost £3.5 million were 
supported by LEADER funding 
in 2016.

LEADER grants of more than 

£1million has brought in an 
additional investment of almost 
£2.5million, equating to £3.30 
of other funding for each £1 of 
LEADER grant committed.

Colin Gilmour, chairman of the 
Outer Hebrides LEADER Local 
Action Group (LAG) said: ‘The 
LEADER LAG is delighted 
to issue this latest Spotlight on 
Projects bulletin – on the back of 
a highly significant milestone for 

the LAG in awarding more than 
£1million of our total LEADER 
allocation in the first year of the 
current programme.

‘These projects will deliver 
economic development benefits 
through maximising opportu-
nities for income generation, 
along with achieving a range of 
cultural and social benefits in 
local communities across the 
Outer Hebrides.’

Argyll 
shows 
it is the 
business
ARGYLL and Bute towns are 
among the most entrepreneurial 
in Scotland, according to new 
data issued by the Federation of 
Small Businesses (FSB).

Figures collated by FSB in 
Scotland show the proportion of 
people who work for themselves 
in 479 Scottish towns, cities and 
suburbs.

Fourteen out of 15 Argyll 
and Bute towns included in the 
national data have higher than 
the 6.4 per cent average figure 
for self-employment.

The top performing Argyll 
and Bute towns are Tarbert and 
Kilcreggan where there is 15.44 
per cent and 13.39 per cent 
self-employment respectively. 
In Oban, one in 10 people are 
self-employed.

The villages are among 
Scotland’s top 10 most entrepre-
neurial towns, while Ullapool in 
the Highlands has the highest 
self-employment figure of 17.9 
per cent.

Hisashi Kuboyama, FSB’s 
development manager, said: ‘Ar-
gyll and Bute is a small business 
economy and these figures on 
self-employment support that 
view.

‘This data shows the most suc-
cessful local communities have 
high numbers of people who are 
their own boss.

‘Unsurprisingly, popular 
tourist destinations are awash 
with smaller firms. Scotland’s 
market towns still have thriving 
business communities too.

‘While it is pleasing that almost 
all of the local towns included 
here are above the national 
average for entrepreneurship, 
the wide gap between top and 
bottom towns shows where our 
business support agencies can 
focus their attention.

‘There are now more than 
200,000 Scottish people who 
are self-employed – more than 
the number of people who work 
for the NHS or Scottish local 
authorities.’

High school 
progressing
OBAN High School is taking 
shape with some parts of the 
building already reaching a 
conclusion.

The funding for the school is 
part of a government scheme 
and will see the whole build, 
including subsequent demolition 
of the current school, completed 
by February 2019, with pupils 
moving into the new school by 
March or April of 2018.

Councillors were unable to be 
updated on the progress of the 
school at a meeting held last 
week as the officer in charge, 
the schools development project 
manager Mike Casey, was ‘oth-
erwise engaged’ on the morning 
of the meeting.

Councillor Roddy McCuish 
praised the workers. He said: ‘It 
is a great project.’

Campaigner urges councils to 
scan microchips in dead cats
A PETITION has been lodged 
in parliament to introduce a 
microchip scanning scheme 
for domestic cats in order that 
animals found dead can be 
reported to owners.

Campaign organiser Mandy 
Lowe says residents in Argyll 
and Bute have come out in 
force to offer support.

Ms Lowe, who lives on the 
West Coast, explained: ‘I start-
ed a nationwide petition asking 
councils to scan cats.

‘Currently, it is not enshrined 
in law that councils, or any 
authority for that matter, has to 
scan dead cats or domestic pets 
picked up by street cleaning 
teams within councils’ areas.

‘As it stands, councils have 
full legal right to collect 
dead animals and dispose 

of them as general rubbish. 
I have had my cat Mosh for 
almost 10 years now. He came 

as a stray kitten as his previous 
owners got bored with him as 
he was getting older and did 

not want him any longer. To 
think that someone could run 
him over and not legally be 
obliged to stop and assist him 
breaks my heart.

‘To make it worse, the local 
council is also legally within 
its right to come along and 
dispose of his body like a bag 
of rubbish.

‘He is not rubbish to me – 
he is part of our family and 
councils need to give some 
thought to people who invest so 
much love and money in these 
animals, and let them know if 
they have their pet and what 
has happened.

‘They are a life form who 
someone somewhere cares very 
much about. Councils refusing 
to scan them and notify owners 
raises a lot of sadness and 
anger within me.

‘The majority of pet owners 
now get their pets micro-

chipped and go to great lengths 
to ensure they are reunited 
with their pet should it get lost, 
injured or be taken somewhere.

‘The worst thing to happen is 
that authorities can just throw 
a person’s animal – some argue 
family member – in a bin. 

‘It is a great concern to pet 
owners.

‘My initial petition gained a 
lot of support and numerous 
councils agreed to make chang-
es to how they operate.

‘However, there are still some 
which refuse to look into the 
issue at least.

‘For these councils, we fight 
for a change in the law. 

‘My government webpage 
petition can be found at https://
petition.parliament.uk/peti-
tions/172989.’

Mandy explained that a large 
number of people have signed 
the petition from the West 

Coast. She said: ‘Councils 
around the UK who did not 
scan have since teamed up 
with organisations such as 
Cats Protection who have 
stepped in to donate scanners 
for councils facing financial 
difficulty.

‘Argyll and Bute Council said 
it was using a scheme where 
pets were disposed of via a 
local vet after considering the 
situation at an officer level, 
and not in governance arrange-
ments.’

An Argyll and Bute Council 
spokesman said: ‘Officers will 
scan any dead domestic pets 
they are made aware of for 
a microchip and attempt to 
inform the owners if possible.

‘The pet will be disposed of 
via a local vet. We will record 
any instance where officers are 
called to collect a dead domes-
tic pet.’

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Mandy Lowe says Mosh is part of her family.

A NEW television programme that saw Loose 
Women presenter and former cruise ship singer 
Jane McDonald visit Oban is currently being 
aired on Channel 5, writes David McPhee.

Jane McDonald visited the town on May 13 
last year as part of her four-part series titled 
Cruising With Jane McDonald.

The presenter  took  a  mini-cruise  around 
the Inner Hebrides and the Isle of Mull before 

arriving in the town to be matched up with her 
family tartan in Chalmers of Oban.

Speaking to The Oban Times in May, Ms Mc-
Donald said: ‘I’ve loved this trip to Scotland. It’s 
the best thing I could have done.

‘I love Oban, it’s beautiful and they do Storno-
way black pudding – I have just bought several 
pieces. 

‘I just took a cruise on the Majestic Line 

around Mull, which was the best cruise I have 
ever been on.

‘We went to  Tobermory, Mull, Iona, Lunga, 
Staffa and Oban, and we have loved everywhere.’

The 53-year-old first hit our TV screens in 
1998 in a reality television show called The 
Cruise.

‘The best part about the trip was being on the 
boat because I could see everything,’ she added.

‘I sang Amazing Grace in Fingal’s Cave, which 
was one of the highlights of my life – the acous-
tics were fantastic.

‘I have been blown away by the food. I have 
eaten the best food ever in Scotland and on the 
Western Isles. I will definitely be back without a 
television crew.’

Cruising with Jane McDonald continues tomor-
row (Friday) night at 9pm on Channel 5.

Oban features in TV � lm thanks to former Loose Women presenter Jane
Jane McDonald is pictured with sta�  from Chalmers of Oban – where she discovered her family tartan – and two members of Oban High School Pipe Band.

Civic furniture given away 
free for community groups

Syllabus for Mòd on web

A-boards to 
vanish from 
Oban streetsSEATS, tables and other pieces 

of furniture are to be donated 
to any community groups that 
would like them.

The plan to give away un-
wanted civic furniture that 
would have one time graced the 
council chamber and other state 
rooms was heard at last week’s 
Oban, Lorn and the Isles area 

committee meeting. Coun-
cillor Roddy McCuish said: 
‘I want to encourage com-
munity groups to come and look 
at the furniture that is surplus 
to the local authority’s require-
ments.’

Any group interested should 
find out more from the council 
offices in Albany Street.

THE syllabus for the Oban 
Provincial Mòd has now been 
published and can be found on 
The Oban Times website, and in 
full in next week’s newspaper.

Entry forms are to be handed 
in or posted to Furan Gaelic 
Centre, Corran Halls, Oban, 

PA34 5AB before March 31. The 
following poetry and song books 
and CDs are available at the 
gaelic centre: Beul-
aithris Òigridh, Còisirean Òi-
gridh, Òrain na Cloinne, Òrain 
aon Neach, Beul-aithris Inbhich 
and Earranan Ainmichte.

STREET boards offering infor-
mation to pedestrians on Oban’s 
George Street and Stafford Street 
are all set to be a thing of the past 
if councillors get their way.

Speaking at last week’s Oban, 
Lorn and the Isles area commit-
tee meeting, councillors were 
in agreement that the A-boards 
were not in keeping with the new 
design of the street.

Send your news and 
photographs to 

editor@obantimes.co.uk

FREE TEA OR COFFEE
With every breakfast roll or cake purchased

Valid from 
6am to 2pm 

Mon - Fri
Please present this 
voucher to claim 
your free drink
Offer valid from 
24th November 
to 28th February
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Let’s get behind a 
beautiful project
WE HAVE a letter on page 10 
today praising the powers-that-be 
for their fantastic effort in making 
Oban town centre look brilliant.

And by pure coincidence, I was 
contact recently by reader Maurice 
Wilkins who said he and a friend, 
Barbara Macfarlane, want to set up 
a Keep Oban Beautiful group.

Maurice wrote in an email: ‘Keep 
Oban Beautiful is the aim of local 
people who are passionate about 
Oban and who believe that the town 
could be an even more attractive 
place for residents and visitors alike.

‘We intend to support the 
ongoing community involvement in 
beautifying Oban in various ways, 
whether by encouraging residents 
to protect and plant trees, helping 
to look after flower beds, clearing 
litter from our streets, cleaning 
the beaches and, most importantly, 
getting together with like-minded 
members of our community.

‘Together we can make a differ-
ence.’

Maurice also wrote to me: ‘The 
time is right to attempt to set up a 
Keep Oban Beautiful group.

‘My main concern is the usual 
problem – rubbish. I do a lot of 
walking around the town and find 
the litter and graffiti away from the 
main streets quite sad.

‘I’m also very concerned with the 
way that trees around Oban are 
gradually disappearing. I hear of 

trees with preservation orders being 
felled without permission, I see 
trees being cut down in gardens just 
to broaden the view and I’m aware 
of many trees, particular around 
the Oban Hill area where I live, 
being chopped and butchered in a 
horrible way.

‘There are all sorts of other 
things which will be of concern 
to other people, such as planning 
issues, green issues, dangerous 
walls, footpaths and cycle tracks 
– many folk will no doubt have a 
favourite hobby horse. I’ve spoken 
to Bid4Oban and to Councillor 
Julia McKenzie, who were very 
supportive. I’ve mentioned this to 
a couple of people who have shown 
interest and I’ve spoken to Keep 

Scotland Beautiful, who were also 
very supportive.’

I have to say, I think it’s a splendid 
idea. There must be many resident 
of the town and its surrounding area 
who would be enthusiastic to sign up 
to such an excellent group.

Anyone interested can contact 
Maurice by email at maurice@
arduaine.plus.com.

Or let me know your thoughts via 
the addresses at the end.

Bins collection 
system still rubbish
IT IS some weeks now since Argyll 
and Bute Council stated that the 
failing waste collection system was 

‘back on track’. I bet the council 
spokesperson regrets saying that 
now. 

As we have continued to report 
for months now, the three-weekly 
bins uplift has continued to be a 
problem, with many residents no 
longer aware of when – or if – their 
bins will be emptied.

Now we have the added problem 
of infestations of rats in a  number 
of residential areas, with many 
people contacting us at The Oban 
Times to tell of this growing 
menace.

When will the council bite the 
bullet and admit it has got this one 
wrong? 

Wake-up call for 
councillors is needed
YOU couldn’t make it up. Appar-
ently sleeping through important 
meetings does not breach the 
councillors’ code of conduct.

It seems that making crucial 
decisions that materially affect 
people’s lives after nodding off  
while evidence is produced for and 
against applications is OK.

I bet Ann Colthart, the pensioner  
in Connel on the wrong end of a bad 
planning decision, would disagree.

What do you think?
Write to me at The Oban Times, 
Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4 HB, 
or by email to mlaing@obantimes.
co.uk.

At Random MARTIN LAING
mlaing@obantimes.co.ukmlaing@obantimes.co.uk

Maurice Wilkins and Barbara Macfarlane deserve support in their bid to set 
up a Keep Oban Beautiful group.

OBAN Rotary Club agreed to support 
a very green initiative after granting a 
£400 cheque to a community garden.

Rotary president Graham Fraser 
presented Green Shoots co-ordinators 
John and Catriona Petit with the 

cheque  in support of the scheme. Hope 
2 Oban’s Green Shoots initiative, which 
comprises a substantial walled garden 
area within the grounds of Glencruit-
ten Estate, is accessed by a wide variety 
of people from the local community 

learning not only horticultural skills 
but the confidence to interact with 
other groups and individuals.

In an average week, 40 to 60 people 
access the garden as individuals or part 
of groups and open garden sessions 

are held monthly when locally-grown 
produce is made available to the public.

The Rockfield Centre is to make use of 
the facilities available for the benefit of 
primary school children with significant 
learning and/or physical disabilities.

Green Shoots initiative lands Rotary cheque for £400

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Soroba bins cannot meet 
demand, says council boss
A COUNCIL executive admit-
ted that, per head of population, 
Soroba did not have the recycling 
bins it needed because there 
‘simply isn’t space’.

Bins boss Jim Smith told a 
meeting of residents, community 
councillors and Argyll Com-
munity Housing Association 
(ACHA) that Soroba had more 
bins for general waste than any-
where else in Argyll and Bute.

While Mr Smith, the roads and 
amenity services head officer, 
seemed reluctant to increase 
the number of bins uplifts in 
the Soroba area, he did concede 
to replacing extra grey bins for 
general waste as soon as possi-
ble. He also agreed to consider 
extra uplifts if the bin areas were 
overflowing.

Mr Smith explained the current 
recycling scheme by the local au-
thority was to improve the record 
of the council. It, along with the 
other authorities in Scotland, 

has been given a target by the 
Scottish Government (under the 
Kyoto Agreement) to have zero 
waste by 2021.

While councillors, housing 
staff and residents felt this was 
an ambitious plan, the cost of 
any tonnage going to landfill was 

pointed out.
Mr Smith said: ‘Our overall 

waste in the Campbeltown 
area has gone down by 80 per 
cent since we introduced the 
three-weekly bin collections.’

Mr Smith indicated that in 
Soroba there had been an in-

crease in the tonnage of rubbish 
being taken out of the scheme. 
Mr Smith continued: ‘We need 
to keep working with people in 
Soroba to increase recycling. We 
realise there are some problems 
in Soroba but it is going to be 
solved over a period of time. We 
need to work with everyone to 
make sure it [recycling] happens.’

A plan to increase recycling was 
brought forward by ACHA chief 
executive Alastair MacGregor.

Mr MacGregor said: ‘I will be 
recommending to our local area 
committee on March 6 that we 
invest in bringing back into use 
redundant storage areas to assist 
in recycling.

‘This will involve a financial 
commitment from ACHA of 
£4,000 which we believe will 
assist our tenants and other 
residents in recycling initiatives 
by providing additional storage 
areas.

‘If the go-ahead is given, I 
believe the additional facilities 
will be available towards the end 
of April.

‘In the round of things, I believe 
this will also help  in ensuring 
that there is adequate capacity to 
deal with waste management in 
the area.

‘ACHA also welcomes the 
council’s commitment to look at 
putting in a bottle bank facility.’

Stalwart Soroba campaigner 
Andy Harper, who attended the 
meeting, said: ‘This has been go-
ing on for years. Many people say 
we are the most densely populat-
ed area in Europe, and yet while 
we have gone to three-weekly 
collection and we are told that 
the whole of Oban and Lorn are 
now three-weekly, people in the 
town centre of Oban are still 
getting weekly collections.

‘Surely if bins can be collected 
in the town centre every week, 
then the council can do the same 
in Soroba where the problem 
with bins is now at an epidemic 
level.

‘The problem is that people 
have nowhere to put rubbish or 
recycling in Soroba so everything 
is contaminated.’

Golf club tees up 
new funding source

Rotarians Graham Fraser, right, and Ken Oxland, left, present a cheque to Catriona and John Petit.

In recognition of the support given by Glencruitten Golf Club 
to Oban Rotary in supporting its annual golf Am-Am, president 
Graham Fraser presented Neil Armour of Glencruitten Golf Club 

with a cheque. The £1,000 donation is to be used as a contribution 
towards junior golf development. The Rotary AM AM is Oban’s 

chief fundraiser for local good causes.

Soroba residents have complained of over� owing bins for weeks.

SEPA did not 
advise council
WHETHER Argyll 
and Bute Council made 
appropriate representations 
to the Scottish Environment 
Protection Agency prior to 
introducing three-weekly bin 
collections is under scrutiny.

Douglas Tott, a ‘concerned 
taxpayer’ from Islay, says he 
has details from a Freedom 
of Information request that 
proves the council did not ask 
for advice before the scheme 
was introduced.

However, the council has 
outlined the input of SEPA 
into its decision to increase 
the length of times between 
bins being collected.

Last Thursday, in a meeting 
about bins in Soroba, Jim 
Smith, the head of amenity 
services with Argyll and Bute 
Council, said: ‘[In regard to 
rats at Soroba and whether 
advice had been sought], we 
took advice from SEPA and 
environmental health.’

However, SEPA told 
Mr Tott it had not been 
consulted.The Freedom of 
Information response said 
its local operations team 
advised: ‘1: SEPA was not 
consulted formally by Argyll 
and Bute Council, 2. If we 

had been, we would have 
referred them to their own 
Environmental Health 
Department for a comment 
about public health risks 
associated with their revised 
refuse collection schedule 
and 3. SEPA would not and 
has not provided advice to 
the council on this matter.’

However, a spokesman for 
Argyll and Bute Council was 
adamant that SEPA had been 
contacted for advice.

He said: ‘When we were 
proposing the move to the 
three-weekly model for 
refuse and recycling, our 
officers consulted with 
colleagues at the Scottish 
Environment Protection 
Agency informally on a 
number of occasions.’

Mr Tott said: ‘I trust 
that this FOI information 
will be published in this 
Thursday’s Oban Times 
plus a full explanation from 
the bosses at the council 
explaining from whom they 
received the “expert” SEPA 
advice stating that it was safe 
to introduce a three-weekly 
general waste collection 
service providing the bin lids 
were kept closed.’
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• Any colour you want – bring 
your colour & we’ll build the door
• Energy effi cient • Warm, 
Comfortable, Stylish and Effi cent

• Any colour you want Any colour you want – bring 

INSPIRATIONAL, 
beautiful & practical
a stunning door for 
your home your way

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU 
Tel: 01463 238 000 

Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY 
Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG 
Tel: 01847 894956

Email: info@cairngormgroup.co.uk   www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

Education 
event is a 
big success
EDUCATION staff from across 
Argyll and Bute and East Dunbar-
tonshire attended an informative 
event at Colgrain Primary School 
aimed at encouraging partnership 
working among members of 
school staff who act as the middle 
person between senior leaders 
and classroom teachers.

While senior leaders set out 
the strategic aims and objec-
tives, it is up to middle leaders 
to work in schools with teachers 
to ensure the policy is put into 
practice.

Argyll and Bute Council’s 
spokesman for education, 
Councillor Rory Colville, said: 
‘This event provided staff from 
these two local authority areas 
to come together and see the 
benefits of middle leaders work-
ing in collaboration.’

Support 
pledge for 
local fi rms
ARGYLL and Bute Council 
awarded one-third of its con-
tracts to local companies last 
year and is promising to do 
‘better’ with a new procurement 
strategy to ‘put people in Argyll 
and Bute first’.

The document will guide the 
way the council buys goods and 
services over the next two finan-
cial years.

Councillor Dick Walsh, policy 
lead for customer services, said: 
‘The new strategy puts people in 
Argyll and Bute first – they are 
at the heart of what we do.

‘This is a time of unprec-
edented challenge for local 
government finances. Effective 
procurement will become even 
more important, making sure we 
can get the very best value.

‘Our procurement team has 
saved and continues to save the 
council money wherever possi-
ble, money that can then be used 
for frontline services. Our main 
focus is on boosting the local 
economy.

He added there are now more 
than 100 businesses on its sup-
plier development programme, 
which offers a range of free 
tender training workshops to 
help those interested in bidding 
for any kind of public contract.

A contracts register has also 
been developed and is available 
on Buyer Profile on Public 
Contracts Scotland. This shows 
the current contracts and is an-
other way of helping businesses 
prepare to make bids for council 
contracts that are coming to an 
end.

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Argyll and Bute needs 3,000 new 
affordable homes in three years
A TOTAL of 3,000 new homes 
are needed in the next 10 years 
in Argyll and Bute to meet the 
demand for affordable housing.

With more than 590 people 
per year on the homeless list 
in Argyll and Bute, the council 
says it needs to build the new 
homes.

For every house within social 
housing stock in Argyll there 
are now three applicants. In 
order to mitigate this huge de-
mand, Argyll and Bute Council 
has written its policy, Argyll and 
Bute’s Local Housing Strategy 
which is now with the Scottish 
Government to assess.

The report reveals that in the 
region there are 1,672 house-

holds on the housing waiting 
list, with more than 5,000 
houses unable to be used – due 
to disrepair or their status as 
holiday homes or second homes.

In the past the local authority 
has tried to bring holiday homes 
back into use by charging a 
higher council tax.

The housing strategy is a five-
year plan developed in part-
nership with social landlords 
Fyne Homes, West Highland 
Housing Association, Dunbrit-
ton Housing Association and 
Argyll Community Housing 
Association.

It is hoped that the policy will 
also encourage any new homes 
to be built to a strict series of 
standards – such as each new 
home delivering a reduction in 
fuel poverty, an extended life 

of the home and an increase 
in homeowners’ awareness of 
responsibilities around their 
homes.

Housing spokesman Coun-
cillor Robin Currie said: ‘This 
milestone in strategic planning 

is the result of an ongoing and 
very productive collaborative 
process between the council 
and its partners.

‘Good quality housing, along 
with appropriate housing sup-
port and related services, has 
a vital role to play in the social 
and economic wellbeing of Ar-
gyll and Bute, and the council’s 
new housing vision for the next 
five years seeks to recognise 
this.

‘That vision – “delivering a 
housing system that makes a 
strong contribution to thriving 
and sustainable communities 
and economic growth” – is one 
which we and our partners are 
committed to achieving and 
something I am confident that 
all other relevant agencies will 
buy into and work towards.’

The main aims of the housing 
strategy are to ensure that 
people can access sufficient, 
suitable and affordable housing; 
people can access an effective, 
personalised housing options 
service to meet their housing 
need; people are enabled to 
live independently in their own 
homes; and communities are 
regenerated by improving the 
quality, condition and energy 
efficiency of housing.

Councillor Currie continued: 
‘Despite very positive progress 
over the past five years, we 
clearly still have some very sig-
nificant issues to tackle, so it is 
vital that we have an appropri-
ate strategic document to guide 
us through the next five years.

‘This strategy is based on a 
comprehensive assessment of 

housing needs and demand 
across Argyll and Bute.

‘This process continues over 
the life of the new strategy.  I 
would encourage local commu-
nities and individuals to engage 
in this by looking at the strategy 
and providing feedback.

‘All the feedback we receive 
will be fed into the process and 
will help to influence the ongo-
ing implementation and annual 
updates of the strategy, and 
therefore the direction of future 
housing activity and housing 
investment in Argyll and Bute.’

The full strategy document 
and supporting materials are 
available on the council’s web-
site at https://www.argyll-bute.
gov.uk/housing/housing-strat-
egies-consultations-and-re-
search-0#lhs.

Did you know?
ARGYLL AND BUTE
Population: 88,050.
Households: 40,125.
Dwellings: 46,073.
Ine� ective stock: 5,948.
Social landlord stock:  8,366.
Waiting list: 1,672.
Average house price: 
£145,460.
Average household income: 
£30, 612.

Yvonne � ies out to India 
to visit jailed � ancé Billy
YVONNE MACHUGH began 
a six-day trip to India on Friday 
to see her fiancé Billy Irving in a 
Chennai jail, as he and five other 
British ex-servicemen continue 
to await their appeal, writes 
Louise Glen.

Four years ago Billy, Nick 
Dunn, John Armstrong, Ray 
Tindall, Paul Towers and Nich-
olas Simpson were working as 
armed guards aboard the MV 
Seaman Guard Ohio, protecting 
ships against Somali pirates in 
the Indian Ocean.

Indian authorities intercepted 
the vessel in October 2013, 
accusing the crew of straying 
into India’s territorial waters 
with unlicensed arms and 
ammunition. Last January they 
were sentenced to five years’ 
hard labour for alleged firearms 
offences, despite their protests 
of innocence.

In November, the men and 
their families were again left in 
‘limbo’ after an Indian appeal 
judge deferred his verdict with-
out naming a date.

‘His life and freedom have 
been taken from him for no good 
reason,’ explained the campaign 
Facebook page Bring Billy 
Back. ‘He has been imprisoned, 
bailed, freed as a innocent man, 
wrapped up in a long, complex 
and ridiculous appeal against 
his innocence, to now be back in 
that horrific prison awaiting his 
fate from the courts.’

Today (Thursday February 16) 
is the 1,226th day Billy has spent 
in India. Before her visit, The 
Oban Times asked Billy’s fiancée 
Yvonne for an update, but she 
replied: ‘I have no idea. We are 
still waiting for a verdict that we 
should have got on Friday.

‘I am desperate to see him. 
I last saw and spoke to him in 
June.’

The couple correspond by let-
ter, she said, most recently two 
weeks ago. ‘He is incredible,’ 
Yvonne said: ‘Just keeping his 
spirits up. He is really looking 
forward to seeing me. He hoped 
he might be out when I got there.

‘He had almost 1,000 Christ-
mas cards, to know he is still in 
everyone’s thoughts.’

Yvonne shared Billy’s thank 
you letter on Facebook, which 
read: ‘Truly amazing and what 
a boost to our morale. All the 
cards certainly made it feel like 
Christmas for us and put a huge 
smile on our faces. Thank you 
so much for your kind words and 
your support throughout the 
past 3+ years.’

Yvonne added: ‘He has written 
a pipe tune about Argyll. He has 
sent it to Angus MacPhail [of 
Skippinish]. All the words are 
about Argyll and how much he 
wants to get back. It’s called A 
Land That Is My Home.’

Billy and Yvonne’s son, Wil-
liam, who turns two in the next 
fortnight, is also ‘incredible’ she 

said, but ‘a wee menace’ too. ‘He 
is keeping me going. Billy gets 
a DVD night on a Thursday. 
I have made a home movie of 
William, so Billy can see what 
a character he is. I will only be 
there for six days. I do not want 
to leave William longer, and I 
only get four visits.’

In India, Yvonne also met 
officials from the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office. ‘I want 
to know what the Foreign Office 
will do differently this time,’ 
she said. ‘I want to make sure 
they move quickly if the appeal 
succeeds and, if not, ask what 
they are going to do to right a 
miscarriage of justice.’

Of herself, she said: ‘I am 
good, just staying strong for 
Billy and William. If I crumble, 
they have got nothing.’

To read Yvonne’s latest 
updates on Billy’s plight, visit 
www.change.org/p/british-for-
eign-secretar y-f ree-the- 6 -
british-veterans-from-indian-
jail/u/19395710

Meanwhile, Robert Semple is 
running the London Marathon 
and cycling the Kintyre Ultra 
mountain bike race to raise 
£2,000 ‘to help Billy Irving’s 
family secure his release and 
return his life to normality’, he 
said. ‘Please help me help Billy. 
The events total 99 miles – surely 
it’s got to be worth 10p a mile?’ 
To donate, visit Robert Semple’s 
www.justgiving.com webpage. Billyand Yvonne with their ‘wee menace’ William.

674 operations cancelled at NHS Highland
A TOTAL of 674 operations 
were cancelled at NHS High-
land in 2016, new figures have 
revealed.

Highlands and Islands MSP 
Dave Stewart (Labour) said 
the problem was that hospitals 
could not cope with the in-
creased demand under current 
financial pressures.

NHS Highland and Argyll 
and Bute Health and Social 
Care Partnership (HSCP) has 
been asked to make savings 
across the board, cutting to 
its budget by up to £22 million 
over the next five years.

NHS Highland and the HSCP 
have also admitted difficulties 
in recruiting staff to the area 

as a major concern. Analysis 
from Scottish Labour found 
7,740 operations were can-
celled across Scotland in 2016 
because of a lack of capacity, 
equipment or staff to carry 
them out – an average of 21 per 
day.

Mr Stewart said: ‘The figures 
back up NHS staff concerns 
about growing pressures and 
the long-term solution is to in-
vest in social care to take pres-
sure off hospital resources.’

He continued: ‘The SNP-
Green budget is set to cut a 
further £170 million from local 
hospital budgets in the coming 
year, taking the total to £1.5 
billion of cuts since 2011.

‘Every day NHS staff tell us 
that they are under pressure 
and under-resourced.

‘Now that we see that 674 
planned operations were 
cancelled last year, we know it 
was because hospitals across 
NHS Highland did not have 
the capacity to cope. A decade 
of SNP mismanagement of our 
NHS means patients are being 
let down because hospitals are 
not getting the support they 
need.

‘NHS staff are performing as 
best they can under difficult 
circumstances, but the lack of 
support makes their job even 
harder. It’s no wonder only 
one-third of NHS staff think 

they have enough colleagues to 
do their job properly.

‘The way to take the pressure 
off of our hospitals is to proper-
ly invest in social care. Instead, 
the SNP-Green budget means 
more local government cuts on 
top of the £1.5 billion slashed 
by the SNP since 2011.’

A spokesman for NHS 
Highland said: ‘The decision 
to cancel a patient is not one 
that we take lightly and all 
efforts are made to ensure that 
any cancellations are kept to a 
minimum.

‘Any patients who have been 
cancelled are prioritised and 
rebooked as quickly as possi-
ble.’

HIE petition lodged 
at Scottish Parliament

New website explains  
how to transfer assets

A PETITION has been lodged 
with the Scottish Parliament’s 
Public Petition Committee 
urging the Scottish Government 
to reverse its decision to create 
a joint board for enterprise and 
skills agencies.

Former MSP for the Highlands 
and Islands Maureen Macmil-
lan said: ‘For the eight years I 
had been an MSP, I strived to 
do what I could to support and 
champion the causes of the 
scattered communities of the 
Highlands and Islands.

‘I was a firm believer in the 
work of the Highlands and Is-
lands Development Board 
(HIDB) and then the Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise (HIE).

‘This agency was set up in 1965 

by the Labour government to 
stem the de-population of the 
Highlands and Islands and, at the 
same time, enhance the econom-
ic and social needs of the area. By 
any standard, the work of these 
agencies has been a success in 
part, I am sure, to the fact that 
the board was based firmly in the 
Highlands and Islands where it 
remained in tune with the needs 
and desires of the communities it 
was set up to serve.

‘To amalgamate this board 
into an overarching governing 
body for more than one agency 
and move it south to the central 
belt is a retrograde step and, in 
my view, contrary to the whole 
concept of the HIDB/HIE in 
the first place.’

COMMUNITY groups and 
social enterprises who would 
like to own property that 
currently belongs to Argyll and 
Bute Council but is surplus to its 
requirement can access details 
via dedicated website pages.

The information on the com-
munity asset transfer process, 
available on the web, will be 
backed up by a community em-
powerment event at the Three 
Villages Hall in Arrochar on 
March 11.

Speakers from the Scottish 
Community Development Cen-
tre, the Community Ownership 
Support Service, Community 
Land Scotland and the Demo-
cratic Society will give presenta-
tions on aspects of community 

empowerment. Councillor Rob-
in Currie, spokesperson for com-
munity and culture, said: ‘These 
new web pages are a fantastic 
resource for community groups 
who want to learn more about 
the new asset transfer process.

‘The pages provide advice, 
support and contact details for 
community groups looking to use 
the new asset transfer framework.

‘If you can’t find what you 
are looking for, contact our 
social enterprise team on 01700 
501370 or email asset-transfer@
argyll-bute.gov.uk. ‘If you are 
interested in attending, please 
register at https://www.eventbrite.
co.uk/e/argyll-and-bute-commu-
nity-empowerment-event-tick-
ets-31409463551.’
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A POWER plant near 
Killin which will use virgin 
timber to generate heat 
and produce electricity for 
10,000 homes is due to be 
completed in September.

MP Steven Paterson 
joined Trossachs and Teith 
Councillor Fergus Wood on 
a visit to the site of the new 
biomass plant in Acharn 
Forest. Once completed, 
the six megawatt combined 
heat and power project will 
employ up to 20 people, 
making a long-term contri-
bution to the local economy.

Steven Paterson MP said: 
‘This is an impressive pro-
ject and, once completed, 
will take on an important 

ARDFERN artist Hannah Tofts has launched a crowd-
funding campaign to reduce plastic trash in the ocean.

Swapping city living to return home to the head of 
Loch Craignish, Hannah was shocked at the amount of 
rubbish she found washed up on a beach near her house 
every day.

She started collecting the rubbish to transform into 
artworks to teach local children about this global issue 
on their doorstep and to help motivate the community 
to do more.

‘I’d always dreamed of living by the sea,’ she explained. 
‘I ended up living at the head of a loch beside a beach. I 
found masses of plastic rubbish washed up every day. It 
was shocking. 

‘I got involved in local beach cleans and started collect-
ing and documenting. My studio is full seven years on. 
My plastic sea trash creations grew.

‘The project grew and was part of a mobile exhibition 
of plastic creations to creatively map the coastline while 
working with children. It then toured cities to show what 
happens in our seas.’ Her collection, entitled Plastic Sea, 
was published in a book and animated.

Now, using her collection of plastic sea trash, she has 
designed a collection of beach clean sarongs to help 
raise awareness and money for the marine pollution 
community.

She said: ‘Every sarong you buy will raise money and 
awareness for the marine pollution community. We have 
42 days to reach our target of £15,000 which will enable 
a cost-effective print run of sarongs.’

Find Hannah's Kickstarter campaign at www.letsgot-
othebeach.org

THE SAND quarry beside Oban Airport in North 
Connel is a popular nesting area for the Sand Martin.

The quarry owners and staff are familiar with the hab-
its of the nesting Sand Martins which is why extraction at 
the site is only carried out between October and March.

Work is taking place at the moment and, when com-
pleted, dry vertical banks will be created in the sand pit 
in preparation for the arrival of the birds mid-March to 
mid-April.

Sand Martins and their nests are fully protected by the 
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981.

 
THE VIEWPOINT beside the layby south of Bender-
loch is popular with visitors and local residents.

Ardchattan Community Council owns the area and 
volunteers maintain it. An early spring clean has started 
on the site with the removal of broken tubs and over-
grown shrub. The Rowan trees have been trimmed back, 
opening up the wonderful view.

There is still some work needed on the benches and the 
fence. Anyone willing to help is invited to the next meet-
ing of Ardchattan Community Council on Thursday 
February 23 at the Victory Hall, Benderloch, at 7:30pm.

 
THE POPULAR ‘Pop-up Café’ hosted its second event 
of the year on Friday February 17.

Teas, coffee and cakes were on offer at the Benderloch 
Church Hall from between 2.30 to 4.30pm.

Everyone is welcome and donations support the devel-
opment of the residents’ garden at Lynn of Lorne Care 
Home.

To speak to your district reporter contact breege@
journalist.com 

NA H-EILEANAN an Iar (Western 
Isles) MSP Alasdair Allan has called 
on Comhairle nan Eilean Siar to 
re-instate the waiting room for bus 
passengers in Tarbert.

This follows concerns raised about 
the poor conditions people have to 
endure while waiting for buses. The 
area previously contained lockers and 
bench seating. However, these were 
removed in 2012 and only two fold-
down seats are now available.

The MSP has sent a petition, signed 
by more than 250 Harris residents, 
to the council, asking for the wait-
ing room to be brought back up to 
standard. Mr Allan said: ‘There is a 
clear strength of feeling from local 
residents that they want the waiting 
area re-instated. The fact this petition 
raised more than 250 signatures in a 
matter of weeks is ample evidence of 
this. I hope the council listens to this 
appeal.’

LADIES of Lochawe SWI welcomed 
members from Glenorchy Institute 
to a Burns lunch in Lochawe Village 
Hall on Tuesday January 24.

Traditional Burns fare was enjoyed 
by everyone. A Scottish quiz with 
emphasis on Burns was set by Jean 
Wylie. 

Branch president Jeni Rankin 
thanked everyone for attending and 
contributing. Pam Gibson gave the 
vote of thanks on behalf of the visi-
tors.

On Wednesday February 1, a small 
group met at Lochawe in the after-
noon for the organisation’s monthly 
meeting.

Possible entries for the Lorn Group 
Rally in April 2017 and various other 
business matters were discussed. The 
guest speaker was unable to attend.

Dwindling numbers and rising costs 
are giving cause for concern.

THE AWARD-WINNING Mull Ea-
gle Watch project is looking forward 
to another successful year.

White-tailed eagles on the island 
have been busy building their nests 
since autumn ready for egg-laying in 
March.

It is hoped the successful partner-
ship with NW Mull Woodland Co Ltd 
and SW Mull and Iona Development 
will be repeated if the eagles nest in 
the same place as last season. This 
saw two new hides established, one at 
West Ardhu near Dervaig and one in 
Tiroran Community Forest.

Mull Eagle Watch will be at the 
national finals of the Scottish Thistle 
Awards - the ‘Tourism Oscars’ - at the 
Edinburgh International Conference 
Centre in March. 

Lochnell Primary School pupils visited a TSL construction site in Benderloch where they were shown how machinery 
works and how houses are built. TSL is keen to raise awareness of the opportunities in construction and is training 

ambassadors to engage with schools to meet a recognised skills shortage within the sector. 

Benderloch and North Connel

Ardfern

An example of Hannah’s artwork from plastic rubbish 
washed up on shore. T07_beach clean sarongs_02

Lochnell primary pupils enjoy building site visit

role in our move towards a 
cleaner renewable energy 
sector. The project from 
the start has involved local 
companies and engaged 
with local organisations, 
and I hope this continues.’

Councillor Fergus Wood 
added: ‘I’m excited about 
this project and its potential, 
not just as an employer and 
source of renewable energy, 
but the involvement of the 
local community could lead 
us to creative use of the heat 
generated from the plant’s 
operations.

‘It’s already been suggest-
ed growing tomatoes and 
other produce with this 
heat.’

MP Steven Paterson and Councillor Fergus Wood meet 
workers at the site of the new power plant near Killin.

New Killin power plant nears completion

Western Isles

Lochawe

Mull

A lack of rats on Morvern 
I WAS interested to read in last week’s Oban Times 
of the rat that found its way to Soroba.

There is a curious statement in the Old Statistical 
Account of Scotland, written in 1791, that no rats 
would live in Morvern. 

The writer, the Rev Norman Macleod of Fiunary 
(1745-1824), based this remark on local tradition and 
told of huge numbers coming ashore from visiting 
ships anchored in Loch Aline.

Fifty years on, the situation remained unchanged 
when Norman Macleod’s son, John (1801-1882) 
known as ‘the High Priest of Morvern’, wrote in his 
contribution to the New Statistical Account, that 
Morvern had the advantage over other districts in 
Argyll in being rat-free. 

The movement of rats from one area to another 
was once common. In Wester Ross, there is a place 
called ‘Bealach na h-imrich’ (Gaelic – the pass of the 
flitting) named after a well-known occasion when a 
large group was encountered moving en masse from 
Gairloch to Poolewe.

Although the Macleods, who were Church of Scot-
land ministers in Morvern for more than a century, 
thought the lack of rats in the parish was worthy 
enough to mention in an important national publi-
cation, they offered little in the way of explanation 
other than a hint of the mysterious when the staunch-
ly Protestant John, an eminent Gaelic scholar and 
folklorist, cautiously suggested that ‘others’ might do 
so. 

There is no doubt he was hinting to rhyming rats 
to death, or causing them to migrate by the power of 
incantation.

A belief in the effectiveness of this method was 
common in the past. 

References are to be found scattered throughout 
Gaelic literature, but none more interesting than 
in a Gaelic poem composed more than a century 
ago by John MacDougall (1820-1891) who lived at 
Inversanda near Ardgour, of a plague of rats from 
Russia that came ashore from a vessel in Montrose 
and travelled across Scotland to Morvern, ending up 
at Carsaig on Mull.

It is notable that in such rhyming and satire the 
destruction of the rats was never wished for. 

The spell, if it was to be successful, had to get them 
moving to another place, usually across a loch, a burn 
or an arm of the sea. 

The satirists took advantage of their immunity by 
singing the praises of their friends and miscalling 
their enemies, particularly lairds, factors and others 
who mistreated their dependents.

John MacDougall was no exception and singled out 
certain individuals.  

For example, he urged the rats to spend a night with 
Lady Gordon, the owner of Drimnin, who was in-
volved in evicting close on 200 souls from her estate 
in the 1800s, making her the most hated land owner 
in Morvern at the time.

John Stewart, the popular miller at the nearby 
Mungosdail mill, was to be avoided, most likely be-
cause he helped to feed those who had been turned 
off Drimnin Estate. So, too, was John Macphail, the 
Drumbuie farmer, from Kilmodan in Cowal, since he 
had newly arrived in Morvern.

At Salen, on Mull, the rats were told to leave ‘Da-
vid’ since he was poor, but to spend a night at the inn 
where they were encouraged to take everything they 
could eat. 

MacDougall told them to spend a night at Penny-
ghael, ‘in the house of the old man with the specta-
cles, and leave nothing except limpets and fish bones 
for him; eat all his butter and cheese and all the white 
meal and fat there. Eat all oats and potatoes and 
leave not one grain on an ear of corn’. 

Similar instructions were given to the rats when 
they reached Carsaig. 

‘See that you leave nothing there, just as the plagues 
of Egypt did. Let one of you, with his paw, write for 
him the sentence of Belshazzar of the Chaldeans 
[Daniel 5:1]  and, since I sent you to Carsaig, let 
Carsaig send you away from himself.’ 

The laird of Carsaig at the time was a Maclean who, 
like Lady Gordon, was responsible for clearing peo-
ple off his land, thereby incurring the bard’s wrath.

Who hasn’t heard of Robert Browning’s poem, 
Rats?

‘They fought the dogs and killed the cats, and bit the 
babies in the cradles, and ate the cheeses out of the 
vats, and licked the soup from the cooks’ own ladles. 
Split open the kegs of salted sprats, made nests inside 
men’s Sunday hats, and even spoiled the women’s 
chats, by drowning their speaking with shrieking and 
squeaking in 50 different sharps and flats.

‘At last the people in a body to the Town Hall came 
flocking: ‘Tis clear,’ cried they, ‘our Mayor’s a noddy 
and as for our Corporation - shocking;  to think we 
buy gowns lined with ermine for dolts that can’t or 
won’t determine what’s best to rid us of our vermin! 
You hope, because you’re old and obese, to find in 
the furry civic robe ease? Rouse up, sirs! Give your 
brains a racking to find the remedy we’re lacking, or, 
sure as fate, we’ll send you packing!’

Is there a message here for Argyll and Bute’s Oban 
councillors? You might think that. I couldn’t possibly 
comment.

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com.

A West Highland rat.

www.facebook.com/obantimes

EARLY learning school reminders: 
Children are encouraged to attend 
school wearing appropriate clothing 
and footwear.

Children should only bring toys on 
Show and Tell day (Friday) as some 
things brought to school have been 
lost and damaged. If your child is not 
attending a session, please contact 
the main school office.

Tiree Primary School: As part of a 
Wild Witness (P5-7E) project, pupils 
have been researching the subject in 
and around Tiree. Classroom visitor 
Roddy MacCaskill gave pupils a 
camera and it has already captured 
footage of birds and other creatures. 
The camera is on the tree in the mid-
dle area of the school as this is where 
most wildlife visits.

Pupil Calen MacNeil was given 
the privilege of going to a Tiree 
Community Council meeting as a 
representative of the school.

Calen said: ‘I heard many interest-
ing ideas to improve our community. 
I was also intrigued by Dr Holiday’s 
enthusiasm to make Tiree better. 
Hopefully I will remain a member 
and be invited to other meetings.’

Tiree Beaver Scouts meet every 
Wednesday from 3.30-5pm for pupils 
from primary one to four. The group 
meets in Tiree High School gym. 
Parents must pick their children up 
from the front door at 5pm. Contact 
Willie MacKinnon on 220074 with 
any queries.

Pupils in primary one to senior six 
will be showcasing their talent on 
Thursday March 2. Tiree’s Got Talent 
will start at 4pm prompt in the school 
gym hall and finish at 5.30pm.

The cost is £2 at the door, £1 for 
primary pupils and under 5’s are free

Raffle tickets and refreshments will 
be available to buy. All proceeds will 
go to the pupil’s school trips.

NFU Scotland and NFU Mutual’s prestigious 
Ambassador Award has been presented to 
Anne and Bobby Lennox.

The couple, from Shantron Farm, near Luss 
on Loch Lomond-side, were announced as 
winners at NFU Scotland’s annual dinner in 
Glasgow on February 6.

Established in 2009, the award was set up 
to recognise individuals who have played an 
influential role in communicating the work, 
challenges and the value of Scottish food and 
farming to a wider audience.

The couple are worthy winners and well-
known faces to TV audiences.  They were one 
of the farming couples to star in the first series 
of the BBC’s award-winning This Farming Life 
programme, which aired in spring 2016.

The award is also in recognition of the 
stalwart support Anne and Bobby have given 
to hill farming, the young farmers’ movement, 
education and tourism over many years.

Tiree

A RADIO station has launched a fundraising 
appeal as it needs £8,000 to get back on air.

Stornoway-based Isles FM has been off-air 
since January after its transmission equip-
ment suffered a major fault.

The station, run entirely by volunteers, has 
been operating since 1998.

Supporting the campaign Alasdair Allan 
MSP said: ‘Isles FM is a much-valued com-
munity resource and it’s difficult to imagine 
what the island would be like without it.

 ‘They are often the go-to service for updates 
in an emergency situation such as a storm or a 
power cut. They also reach out to a section of 
the community that other media doesn’t. I’ve 
been consistently impressed by the dedication 
the volunteers at Isles FM have shown over 
the years and the quality of what they have 
produced. I would urge people to make a do-
nation and help get Isles FM back on the air.’

To donate visit https://www.justgiving.com/
crowdfunding/islesfm103

Stornoway

Loch Lomond
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Winter storms 
have caused 
some damage 
at No 8...

Hi Lisa, that 
terrible wind 
last night has 
broken one 
of the glass 
panes in the 
greenhouse.

Oh no, and the 
cold was whistling 
through that 
draughty front 
door too last 
night. I can’t wait 
for our beautiful 
new Cairngorm 
door to be fitted!

Cairngorm!!
I’ll pop down 
and get 
them to cut 
a piece of 
glass for the 
greenhouse!

Lisa, that’s good 
thinking!

CROFTING SPECIAL: Meet the candidates standing for election

Jake is awarded top farmers’ union accolade
WELL-KNOWN Skye NFU 
Scotland group secretary and 
NFU Mutual local agent Jake 
Sayles has been awarded one of 
the union’s highest accolades.

Jake has been presented with 
the John Miskelly Award, which 
was established in memory of 

John Miskelly, an ‘inspirational 
figure’ who served as regional 
manager with the union. The 
annual award was organised 
by John’s family following his 
death in 2006.

Now in its 11th year, the trophy 
is presented in recognition of 

those who have shown, through 
outstanding dedication and 
achievement, their commitment 
to NFU Scotland and Scottish 
farming.

Jake has served as local group 
secretary for NFU Scotland for 
nearly 10 years.

In 2016, Jake played a pivotal 
role in the setting up of the first 
new branch of NFU Scotland 
for many decades, to better 
serve his local members on the 
Western Isles and in response to 
the union’s increasing crofting 
membership.

Jake grew up in Caithness 
and initially took up the post 
of group secretary in the busy 
Perth office in 2008 before 
moving onto Skye in 2012. 

Since moving to Skye, Jake 
has grown NFU Scotland’s 
membership substantially.

Catherine MacKinnon

Billy Neilson Uilleam Smith

Ronnie Campbell

Colin Kennedy
It is time for change. South West High-
lands needs a Crofting Commissioner 
whose � rst priority is the greater good of 
crofting, not just for today but for future 
generations. We need someone who 
is able to listen, to mediate, to inspire 
con� dence and to deliver positive 
outcomes.

We need a Crofting Commission that 
works for crofters, not against, and that 
represents crofting interests at Scottish 
Government and inter-agency level, 
settling for nothing less than the best 
deal for crofters. With Brexit looming, 
this is imperative.

We don’t need an ivory tower or a 
one-man band. Some 62 sta�  at the 
commission can do much for crofting 
with the right guidance.

Born in 1966, Catherine MacDonald, 
raised on the family croft in Bohuntin, 
daughter, grand-daughter and great-
grand-daughter (mar sin air adhart) of 
Bohuntin crofters and shepherds, I am 
now continuing the traditions with my 
own family.

Through previous employment 
with HIE/Lochaber Ltd/LEADER and 
UHI/Lochaber College, I have liaised 
widely with communities, agencies and 
individuals facilitating developments 
and negotiating funding.  Success I have 
found comes from working with people 
at grassroots level.

If you listen carefully and respond to 
the knowledge and aspirations of those 
living and working on the ground, then 
you achieve positive outcomes.

I am married to an exiled Isle of Barra 
crofter and, through him, and numerous 
island holidays, I have gained an 
understanding of island croft life and 
its unique challenges. I want to make 
a strong and positive contribution to 
the future direction of the Crofting 
Commission and of crofting on behalf of 
South West Highlands crofters.

I’m sure we all agree, the Crofting 
Commission needs to move away from 
red tape and controversy and to move 
forward into a new era.

Contact me on 07881 603069 or by 
at catherinemackinnon@btinternet.com.

Over the past year we have seen the 
Crofting Commission and the wider 
crofting community’s a� airs being 
played out in the media, wasting time 
and resources.

I am standing as a candidate for 
election to the board of the Crofting 
Commission because I believe my 
wide experience in agriculture, 
crofting and rural a� airs can make 
a substantial contribution in 
strengthening the future for 
crofters, their families and the wider 
community.

As a commissioner, I would strive to 
aid the regulation, the re-organisa-
tion and the promotion of crofting.

The guiding principles must be 
to protect, represent and help to 
form the strategic plans for crofting 
and, with others, to facilitate 
consultations in the furtherance of 
crofting. 

Above all, we need to look to the 
future of crofting and crofters.

Working a small croft in the Bonawe 
township of Taynuilt, I was elected as 
grazing clerk, where I got involved 
in grassroots crofting, and fully 
appreciated the way of managing the 
land through the skills and traditions 
of crofting.

I was made acutely aware of the lack 
of young entrants to crofting and of 

empty crofts, when a position arose 
as part of the Highlands and Islands 
Croft Entrant Scheme.

I applied and was successful in being 
appointed the development o�  cer. 

In my time, I oversaw entrance into 
crofting of more than 40 
new entrants, which I found 
exceptionally rewarding, seeing the 
new generation achieve their goal 
of a future in crofting, taking on 
tenancies.

Through this involvement, I was 
asked by the Crofting Commission 
and others to act as an assessor and 
to sit on the reference group steering 
the 2010 Act through Holyrood and 
also as an invitee to the cross-party 
group on crofting.

In my teens and 20s, I worked on the 
family croft on Islay, of which I am now 
tenant.

I attended schools in Bowmore and 
Oban and, after agricultural college, 
worked as a shepherd before being 
self-employed on Islay.

With limited opportunities on the 
island, I joined the Department of 
Agriculture as a � eld o�  cer working 
throughout Argyllshire for about nine 
years, during which time I visited Tiree 
three days each month.

After 16 years with the Crofting 
Commission as grazings o�  cer and 
development o�  cer, I retired in 2014.

These years with the commission 
gave me signi� cant insight into how it 
operates, and I know many of the able 
and hard-working sta� .

The commission has a policy to 
promote the establishment of e� ective 
grazings committees and actively sup-
port them. However, the commission’s 
recent handling of common grazings 
cases is one of the reasons why I am a 
candidate in this election. The recently 
published review of the commission 
emphasises the need for change.

I have visited every parish in the 
crofting counties and met hundreds 
of crofters, grazings committees and 
assessors. These contacts have given 
me valuable knowledge and experience 

which I will put to good use if elected.
I have been a member of the Scottish 

Crofters’ Union and Federation for 30 
years. I speak Gaelic, though not � uently.

There are many matters for the com-
mission to address, such as employment 
in crofting communities, simpli� cation 
of legislation, active support for grazings 
committees, re-introduction of schemes 
like the Crofting Community Develop-
ment Scheme, Croft Entrant Scheme and 
Cropping Grants.

With political change in the near 
future, the commission will need to 
promote the case for crofting and 
crofters to receive appropriate support, 
and I believe I can make a signi� cant 
contribution to these discussions and 
decisions.

I am standing for election to the 
commission as the job I started in 
2012 is not yet complete.

Crofters will not be unaware of 
the whispering campaign against 
me and the pressure placed upon 
me to step down. It was clear to me 
that the Scottish Government and its 
minister could not handle the truth 
that I was speaking and wanted to get 
rid of me.

But the truth is my passion for 
crofting and our way of life is bigger 
than the small-minded pettiness of 
others. Crofting is our right.

I do not believe all crofters have 
received fair treatment, despite all 
that has been said and done over the 
past � ve years. 

Crofters deserve a representative 
who will go the extra mile to ensure 
justice is delivered. 

It is my paramount desire to ensure 
every crofter is treated equally and 
fairly.

I have seen many things that disap-
point me in the treatment of crofters, 
from di� erent rules in geographical 
areas and a lack of equity across the 
country. I want the service delivered 
by the Crofting Commission to put 
the crofter � rst and not any other 
body.

I take it very seriously when the lives 

of crofters are put on hold while their 
regulatory applications make slow 
progress through the commission 
o�  ces. I would be delivering for 
those waiting years for applications 
to be decided.

My experience prompted me to 
make representations to the Scottish 
Government, which included insisting 
an external review was required to 
establish what was, or was not, going 
on.

If crofters want to be represented at 
the top table by a crofter who cannot 
be bought o�  with governmental 
promotion, who will place their 
interests before all others, then they 
should vote for me as a matter of 
urgency.

Commission is slammed in new 
report into governance practices
THE Crofting Commission has been 
given a damning indictment of its activi-
ties in a scathing governance review.

The review was undertaken at the 
request of the Scottish Government 
and makes damning reading about the 
current practice within the commission.

Business advisers Scott-Moncrieff 
said: ‘There have been notable failures 
in governance within the Crofting 
Commission, at both executive and 
non-executive levels. The commission 
has not been working as a fully effective, 
co-ordinated entity.

‘It has spent considerable time dis-
cussing internal problems and reacting 
to crises and conflicts. 

‘While no body operates without 
pressures and setbacks, the commission 
has been particularly impaired in this 
respect.’

The report continued: ‘Strong per-

sonalities, differences of opinion and 
apparent incongruent individual objec-
tives and priorities have also impaired 
effective and efficient governance.

‘What could be perceived by some 
individuals as a passion for supporting 
crofting and “doing the right thing” 
for crofters can simultaneously create 
an entrenched and inflexible approach 
to addressing and resolving challenges 
facing the commission.

‘This has repeatedly led to per -
sonality clashes, a culture without full 
and transparent exchange of equal-
ly-important views, and a breakdown of 

some relationships which are crucial to 
good governance.’

In regard to a meeting that hit the 
headlines last year, the report said: ‘The 
way in which the September 2016 Brora 
board meeting and the subsequent 
repercussions have been handled must 
have eroded crofters’ and the wider 
public’s perception of the ability of the 
commission to operate as a cohesive 
and focused unit. This type of adverse 
publicity is overshadowing the commis-
sion and its staff. It is detracting from 
the wider outcomes and achievements 
of the organisation.’

The report also cites issues with docu-
mentation and the robustness of records 
management alongside lack of respect 
for each other within the organisation.

The findings of the review are being 
carefully considered, as chief executive 
of the Crofting Commission, Bill Bar-

ron, explained: ‘A number of important 
points have been made in the govern-
ance review and we are committed to 
ensuring robust processes are in place 
to achieve a high standard of govern-
ance within the organisation.

‘I will be putting in place a full 
action plan to ensure these points are 
addressed, as requested by the Rural 
Economy Secretary.

‘We have already made some of the 
improvements recommended in the 
review and we are developing a compre-
hensive induction programme for the 
new board of commissioners following 
the elections in March 2017.

‘Continuous improvement within 
the commission, and building on the 
recommendations from the review, will 
help us to create a focused and effective 
organisation working to secure the 
future of crofting.’

I decided to put my name forward as 
a Crofting Commissioner for historical 
and cultural reasons.

My great-grandfather Andrew Mack-
intosh did the deal to take Acavadie 
Farm in Glen Roy back into crofting 
on the death of John Cameron the 
Corrichoile in 1856.

I met well-meaning crofting people 
on behalf of crofters throughout the 
region when I was a member of the 
Single Crofters’ Union – for example, 

Jim Hunter, James Shaw Grant and 
Winnie Ewing.

Now that Winnie’s son has a position 
representing crofters on the govern-
ment, there is hope for the sector once 
again.

I stood on a crofting ticket at the 
Scottish elections. As Ronnie the 
Crofter, I wanted to work inside the 
Scottish Parliament as an independ-
ent � ghting against the SNP.

I received 1,114 votes, proving that 

people see crofting and its continu-
ance as a vital part of our cultural life.

I work in crofting arbitration and 
have a good understanding of the law. 
I have supported many crofters over 
the years.

Crofting is very, very important and 
it is the lifeblood of the native High-
lands. 

With good planning and manage-
ment through the Crofting Commis-
sion, it can and will survive.
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DIGITAL MARKETING STRATEGY
Learn the practical steps necessary to develop a digital marketing strategy
Tues 28th February 2017 from 9.30am - 12.30pm, Inveraray
Wed 5th April 2017 from 9.30am - 12.30pm, Oban

PAID FOR ONLINE ADVERTISING
Ideal for those who have experience of paid for advertising and have a
digital marketing strategy in place, but wish to increase its effectiveness to
attract and retain customers.
Tues 28th February 2017 from 1.30 - 4.30pm, Inveraray
Wed 5th April from 1.30 - 4.30pm, Oban

PRODUCING ENGAGING ONLINE CONTENT
Producing quality content is an excellent way of helping customers
develop a meaningful relationship with your brand, and ultimately
boosting sales. Learn to understand, source and measure content.
Wed 1st March 2017 from 9.30am - 12.30pm, Inveraray
Thurs 6th April 2017 from 9.30am - 12.30pm, Oban

LINKEDIN FOR BUSINESS
Want to boost your business with LinkedIn? We’ll take you beyond
networking by showing you how it can market your products and promote
your brand.
Wed 1st March 2017 from 1.30 - 4.30pm, Inveraray
Thurs 6th April 2017 from 1.30 - 4.30pm, Oban

To book a place contact the Business Gateway team or visit the website

DigitalBoost is run in conjunction with Business Gateway and
partners to offer you fully funded workshops, advice and support.

01546 808363
argyll&bute@bgateway.com
visit www.bgateway.com/digitalboost

Business Workshops

The Wild About Argyll campaign was a huge hit.

Argyll and Isles tourism sector enjoys boom years
HOT ON the heels of the success-
ful launch of Wild About Argyll 
in Glasgow at the end of January, 
Argyll and the Isles Tourism 
Co-operative (AITC) has issued 
its key statistics and achievements 
between 2011 and 2016.

As AITC prepares for its 
sixth annual tourism summit, 
which this year will be held in 
the Lochawe Hotel, Lochawe, 
on March 21, the release of this 
document underlines the impor-

tance of tourism to the economy 
of the region and the significant 
effect the body has had on the 
tourism industry in Argyll and 
the Isles.

Scottish Government statistics 
show in the period from 2011 
to 2014, Argyll and the Isles 
comprehensively outperformed 
Scotland as a whole in terms of 
tourism. The research shows:

� Argyll and the Isles total 
visitor spend increased from 

£199m to £270m – an increase of 
36 per cent compared with four 
per cent for Scotland.

� Argyll and the Isles overseas 
visitor spend rose from £36m 
to £46m – an increase of 28 
per cent against 23 per cent for 
Scotland.

� Argyll and the Isles Sustain-
able Tourism GVA rose from 
£81m to £127m – an increase of 
57 per cent compared with 29 
per cent for Scotland.

� Argyll and the Isles turnover 
rose from £167m to £227m – an 
increase of 36 per cent against 
15 percent for Scotland

According to the Visitor 
Attraction Monitor, the greatest 
percentage increase in visitors 
to attractions by council area 
between 2015 and 2016 was in 
Argyll and the Isles at 21.9 per 
cent compared to 4.9 per cent 
for Scotland as a whole.

AITC chairman Gavin Dick is 

delighted by how far the organi-
sation has come in five years. He 
said: ‘Five years ago we were a 
group of tourism businesses and 
individuals with a vision. With a 
lot of hard work and dedication 
from everyone involved, we have 
turned that vision into a reality.

‘There simply is no group 
better equipped to the task of 
delivering tourism’s economic 
benefits to the region than 
AITC.’

TIMESLINE

ELLIE FORBES
eforbes@obantimes.co.uk

CAOL Primary School 
pupils have been enjoying 
a week of activities and 
trips as they learn about 
money.

Depute head teacher 
Sharon MacDonald said: 
‘Money Week has been a 
fantastic initiative to build 
partnerships with our local 
community. Every class 
has had visitors and been 
out on a trip. Learning 
about money benefits the 
children.’

Pupils of all ages have 
been taking part, with 
some going on trips to 
local shops where they 
have been using money in 
a real life context.

Primary one pupils 
visited Morrisons where 
they looked at prices and 
special offers, learned 
about healthy eating at the 
fish and butcher counters, 
had a shot on the tills, had 
a look in the warehouse 
and had a healthy snack in 
the canteen.

Other classes have been 
learning how to budget 
and some have been 
learning about earning 
a living and the world of 
work.

Primary 4/5 had a Drag-
on’s Den style competition 
where they had to design 
piggy banks.

Aaron Laverty, P1, has fun getting up close to some of the 
seafood sold at Morrisons � sh counter as part of Caol Primary 

School’s Money Week. Photograph: Abrightside Photography.

THE HIGHLAND Council has 
announced there will be will 
be no cuts to Additional Sup-
port Needs (ASN) services.

The council will consider next 
year’s budget at its meeting 
today (February 16) and have 
said school budgets will be 
protected with no proposals 
to make savings to services 
which makes up a third of the 
council’s total spend.

Councillor Drew Millar, chair-
man of the Education, Children 
and Adult Services committee, 
said: ‘This administration has 
pledged to protect education 
and I am delighted we are de-
livering on this pledge. We will 
maintain funding for teachers 
and ASN services.’

TRANSPORT union TSSA 
claims to have won a battle 
with Dutch rail company 
Abellio over the right of its 
call centre workers in Scot-
land to belong to a union.

TSSA organisers will now 
be granted access to the 
Fort William-based national 
call centre this week where 
at least 57 employees have, 
until now, been denied un-
ion rights since Abellio took 
over the ScotRail franchise 
in April 2015.

It comes after TSSA general 
secretary Manuel Cortes 
spoke to the media at the 
weekend about a lack of 
response to requests from 
TSSA to be given access to 
the Fort William employees.

Abellio has now agreed to 
open its Fort William doors 
to TSSA today (February 16).

THERE has been outcry from 
Lochaber businesses as the ‘dev-
astating’ impact of rising busi-
nesses rates has come to light.

The levy, which will come into 
force on April 1, is based on the 
annual rent council-employed 
assessors estimate business 
premises would command on the 
open market and a ‘poundage’ 
rate set by the Scottish Govern-
ment. The increases follow the 
first revaluation of rental values 
since 2010. 

The Oban Times was contacted 
by one Lochaber hotel, who 
wished to remain annoymous, 
after finding out its businesses 
rates have doubled from £22,000 
to £55,000.

The manager said she only 
discovered businesses rates were 
rising after receiving a letter from 
a company asking to represent 
her in an appeal.

She said: ‘We have to increase 
our own rates to keep up with the 
business rates, which will price us 
out of the market. People will be 
paying the same to stay here as 
they would in London. No-one’s 
going to pay that.

‘Some hotels, like ours, have 
had their rates increase by 100 
per cent, some by even more, and 
no tourism business can sustain 
that. All the gains the tourism 
industry has made in the past few 
years are going to be crushed.’

Lesley Benfield, Lochaber 
Chamber of Commerce Chief 
Executive Officer, said: ‘The 
chamber is aware of small ac-
commodation providers facing 
rateable value increases in excess 
of £7,000 per annum and in cases 
where the rateable value exceeds 

School budgets 
to be protected 

Union wins battle 
with rail company 

Warning businesses could ‘go to 
wall’ over proposed rates hike

the turnover of the business we 
have indeed arrived in commer-
cial ‘La-La Land’.’

Chamber member David 
Wilson, of The Lime Tree Gal-
lery, said: ‘Commercial rental 
valuation should be based on the 
reality of the business turnover, 
geographic location and the cur-
rent commercial rental valuation 
market in the hospitality sector. 
How can it make sense to have 
a valuation of 100.22 per cent of 
turnover?’

Caol and Mallaig councillor 
Ben Thompson raised the issue 
after learning one small fami-
ly-owned business in his ward has 
seen its rates increase by £21,000.

He said: ‘A number of local 
businesses have contacted me 
about increases in their business 
rates of up to and more than 100 
per cent. The most severe in-
creases I’ve seen so far are small 
hoteliers/B&Bs with restaurants.

‘That level of extra taxation 
could and will put folk out of 
business. We’re talking tens of 
thousands of extra tax for busi-
nesses that may make less than 
that in profit.’

Scottish Government finance 
secretary Derek Mackay said the 
government announced plans ‘to 
reduce business rates as part of 
the draft budget and has commis-
sioned a wider review of business 
rates and their role in supporting 
economic growth, led by Ken 
Barclay, which is due to conclude 
this summer’.

He added: ‘It is important to 
remember each council retains 
all the business rates revenue it 
collects and it is for councils to 
apply rates reductions, on top of 
existing statutory reliefs, as they 
see fit. Our package of measures 
delivers a tax cut of £155 million, 
which will help those who might 

be impacted by a revaluation. It 
will also mean more than half 
of businesses will pay no rates, 
70 per cent will pay either no or 
less rates than they do currently 
and the total package of relief we 
are offering will increase to more 
than £600 million.’

Fort William and Ardnamur-
chan councillor Andrew Baxter 
said it is ‘unfair’ for the Sottish 
Government to ‘shift the blame 
and say the Highland Council can 
sort it out’.

He continued: ‘This will have a 
really big impact on businesses. 
I know lots of businesses in the 
tourism industry who are con-
cerned about it. I will be making a 
case for the Highland Council to 
look at rate release, but it’s going 
to be a tough job telling them this 
should be a priority.

Highland and Island Labour 
MSP Rhoda Grant told The Oban 
Times some businesses could 
see their business rates increase 
by more than 400 per cent in 
April, adding: ‘How can a small 
family business in Caol and 
Mallaig afford a rates increase of 
£21,000? It is ridiculous and huge 
rates hikes will deter any future 
businesses from investing in local 
communities.’

Mrs Grant urged people hit by 
rates hikes to appeal using the 
online portal on the Scottish 
Assessors Association’s website.

Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch 
MSP Kate Forbes said: ‘Interest-
ingly, a lot of Highland business-
es’ rates will fall or they will pay 
nothing as the Highlands stands 
to benefit enormously from the 
expansion of the rural relief and 
small business bonus schemes.’

The Oban Times contacted the 
Highland Council but it had not 
responded at the time of going to 
press.

Caol pupils shop around and 
cash in on fun week of learning

NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING
Recycled paper made 

up 75.5% of the 
raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004

OT



The Isle of Eriska, Hotel, Spa & Island is 
more than a 5-star hotel. Only 11 miles 
from Oban, it also has spa and restau-
rant where anyone can escape for just 
an hour or an entire afternoon.
Non-residents are welcome to take advantage of a host of 
outstanding amenities, including lunch or tea at The Deck 
Restaurant, a round on the nine-hole golf course and pam-
pering at The Stables Spa- all featuring the stellar service for 
which the Isle of Eriska team is renowned, as well as excellent 
value.

Eriska is under new ownership, and family owned Creation 
Gem of Hong Kong is committed to preserving the Bu-
chanan-Smith family legacy that has made Eriska an icon of 
hospitality for over four decades.

The Deck Restaurant combines breezy, contemporary 
design, � rst class fare and breath-taking views. The menu is 
Scottish and moreish, with favourites such as house smoked 
salmon, rib eye of aged scotch beef and beer battered West 
Coast haddock and chips, alongside specials that change 
daily, with local beers and beverages to match. Head Chef 
Paul Leonard brings to The Deck his ethos of fresh, locally 
sourced produce that has made the Michelin star restaurant 
in the hotel so renowned, showcasing the best of the west 
coast larder, some of which comes from as close as the 
hotel’s own gardens. Afternoon tea in The Deck is a special 

treat, featuring a selection of hand made cakes, scones, 
sandwiches and teas.

For those looking to unwind, treat themselves to � rst class 
indulgences or get a routine beauty treatment, The Stables 
Spa provides a sophisticated and relaxing retreat, where 
emphasis is very much on recovering the well being of the 
mind, body and soul. For those who don’t like to � ght the 
crowds, The Stables is the perfect place to enjoy a tranquil, 
relaxed atmosphere.

Highlighted as an Editor’s Choice in the Good Hotel Guide 
2017, The Stables Spa o� ers a mosaic of services one might 
expect from a big city facility, but without the intimidation 
or rush. Guests can choose from a full range of massages, 
body or facial treatments, holistic therapies and a Rasul mud 
chamber that seats four.

And when the weather is nice, the nine-hole Eriska Links 
golf course provides a scenic and relaxing game for any 
level of player. Visitors are welcome to make a day of it, and 
combine a beauty treatment with afternoon tea or lunch, 
and all the nature that the 300-acre island has to o� er, from 
a walk on the beach to a hike on the trails or a round of golf.

Whether you are looking to celebrate a special occasion 
with friends, enjoy a casual afternoon meal or need a regular 
beauty treatment, the Isle of Eriska provides a warm wel-
come. Pre-booking is essential and discounts are available 
for local residents.

The Winter hours for The Stables Spa are 8.30am – 6.30pm 
daily and The Deck is open daily for lunch (excluding Tues-
days).

Behind every great hotel is a management team ded-
icated to ensuring daily operations run smoothly and 
guests are having the time of their lives. Eriska’s deputy 
general manager Justin McGreevy, who joined Eriska in 
November 2016, is a perfect � t.

‘Everyone is proud to work here and be a part of what 
Eriska delivers,’ Justin said. ‘We are very aware that 
Eriska was built up by a family, and we are continuing 
that tradition by opening the hand of friendship to the 
community. We want to break down the barriers so that 
people realise that we are accessible.’

In addition to the stunning views and exclusive island 
location, Justin’s team o� ers a high standard of service 
that anyone can enjoy. ‘It’s a nice balance of a 5-star 
operation in a very relaxed atmosphere, and the prices 
are on par with other facilities in the area. People might 
think that it’s really stu� y and expensive, but we o� er 
good value in a nice, relaxed and informal atmosphere.’

‘You can come up here for lunch and feel like you are 
really getting away, but it’s only 20 minutes away from 
the centre of Oban,’ he said. ‘It’s a completely di� erent 
experience.’ 

Justin 
McGreevy
Deputy General Manager

Trainee junior manager Kirsty Clark of Benderloch makes 
sure each guest feels special, whether they are stopping 
in for lunch at The Deck, or spending the day enjoying 
the Stables Spa.

‘The team works together to make sure the guest gets 
the best treatment,’ Kirsty shared. ‘Here we take a bit 
more time with each guest, rather than just getting them 
in and out.’

‘Anything that is smoked we do it on site in our own 
smokery, including local salmon and Mull cheddar, 
which you won’t get anywhere else. All the vegetables 
and herbs are unique to the area, or even the island- you 
won’t get any fresher.’

Kirsty particularly recommends afternoon tea at The 
Deck. ‘We have a vast variety of loose teas from around 
the world,’ she said. You always get a scone, a selection 
of sandwiches, a bit of shortbread and the cakes are 
made fresh by the chef each day.’

For an extra special treat, Kirsty recommends adding 
champagne or prosecco to the spread. ‘It’s quite good 
for a day out,’ Kirsty said. ‘You can get your treatments, 
then come up and enjoy afternoon tea. Or you can have 
lunch in between treatments. No matter how you choose 
to enjoy our facilities, everything is seamless and you 
get just one bill at the end of the day. There’s so much on 
o� er here, so you can just chill out and enjoy.’

Kirsty 
Clark
Trainee Junior Manager

Roxana McWhinnie is the spa manager at The Stables, 
and with a degree in spa management from the Univer-
sity of Derby as well as extensive experience, guests can 
feel con� dent they are in good hands.

‘Our treatments are in depth and personalised, our prod-
ucts are all natural and each treatment is tailored to the 
individual,’ Roxana said. ‘There’s no other experience like 
this in Oban. Each client has a little bit of extra time, so you 
are not rushed, and you get the proper consultation, along 
with the aftercare and advice that you need.’

Roxana and her team o� er everything one expects 
from a complete service spa, including massages, facials, 
body treatments such as wraps and scrubs, and beauty 
services such as waxing and nails- plus a few that clients 
won’t � nd anywhere else in the area, such as frozen rose 
quartz crystal facials. Each treatment is specially de-
signed to nourish the body, mind and soul, and includes 
ishga and ESPA natural products.

‘We want local residents to feel they are welcome to 
come here for regular treatments,’ Roxana said. ‘You are 
not that far, but you’ll feel like you are a million miles 
away. You can come here and really switch o� .’

Roxana 
McWhinnie
Spa Manager
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Days gone by – country dancers

Beachd Ailein Ailean Caimbeul

ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Viewpoint

Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us, please let us 
know as soon as possible by any of 
the three methods: emailing edi-
tor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body which 
deals with complaints from the 
public about the editorial content of 
newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 
The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend 
or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses 

must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not 

be printed. 
Please write or fax 
to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 
1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

OT

Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

This wonderful picture was sent to us with a note – anonymous, unfortunately – saying: ‘We are all 65-plus now but 
back then we were a group of country dancers from the Girl Guides at Moss� eld Park, ages and ages ago. Where are 

they now?’ The note adds that among the dancers are Erica MacDonald, Coirstan Jamison, Nan MacPhail, May MacKay, 
Bunty Smart, Helen MacMorris, Fiona Stewart, Ina MacKay, Helen Ness, Clair Cameron, Jane Cameron, Christine 

Drummond and, on the right, ‘wee Archie Cameron’.

Social media

Communicating with friends, family and other people 
in our community has never been easier in this age of 

internet and social media.
Most of us will use Facebook daily basis and it’s a pop-

ular way for people to discuss what’s happening in their 
communities with other people who live there. Oban is no 
different.

However, last week councillors at the Oban, Lorn and 
the Isles area committee raised concerns about members 
of the public who are quick to criticise online, writing 
inflamatory comments about councillors – including some 
very personal attacks – on Facebook without getting in 

touch directly and giving them the chance to try to address 
the problem first. 

Councillor Mary-Jean Devon told us: ‘In the case of the 
Soroba bin problem the first representation I had about 
issues was from resident Sheila Brown in February.’

As our elected members, councillors can be seen as easy 
targets and while it is right to hold the council to account, 
it seems only fair to raise any issues directly with council-
lors to give them the opportunity to do something about it.

So pick up the phone or email your councillor if you have 
a problem, because no-one deserves to be blindsided in 
public about something they may know nothing about.

Macphail

ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk 

Councillor to stand 
down in Lochaber
Sir,
There’s an end point for everyone 
in politics. Everyone, irrespective of 
their politics, has a shelf-life.

Having been involved in politics 
since my teens, I knew what was 
ahead when I was first elected. 
Human nature is no different in 
politics than in the legal profession, 
business or in any organisation 
which has winners and losers.

Having fought three elections 
since 2003, I’ve decided it is time 
to leave representation to a younger 
candidate in the May 2017 council 
election.

It has been a privilege working as 
an elected member over the past 14 
years and I am sure the new repre-
sentative in ward 12 will join other 
Lochaber councillors in fighting 
Lochaber’s corner.

Over the past three years, Lo-
chaber councillors have found 
common purpose irrespective of 
party affiliation and a rapport I 
hope is carried forward into the next 
five years.

However, I would advise any can-
didate to remember that without dif-
ferences of opinion, there would be 
no democracy. It is only right to note 
that, irrespective of one’s views, 
there will always be others who will 
disagree. 

So, if you can’t stand the sight of 
your own blood, don’t run for polit-
ical office.

With four of the seven Loch-
aber councillors standing down, 
the opportunity is open to anyone 
with strong political views to put 
themselves forward for election.

The actions of some politicians can 
take your breath away. It’s not un-
like respectable people attending a 
football match and saying and doing 
things that would be unthinkable in 
their everyday lives.

In politics, similar situations arise 
when some politicians overstep 
the mark. They normally do so as a 
group and refer to it as being ‘polit-
ical’ believing this should exonerate 
their actions. Blaming others and 
gaining believers is in their eyes 
commendable.

There is no doubt that many 
politicians exaggerate their claims 
to sainthood while dishing out 
vitriol to opponents and at times 
to members within their own party. 
The blame game is rife in politics.

You can’t argue with someone who 
has made up their mind. As Johna-
than Swift said a few centuries ago: 
‘Party is the madness of many for 
the gain of a few.’

Politics is the science of who gets 
what, when and why. When it comes 
to saving money, the most vulnera-
ble have always been easy targets. 
Anyone can make decisions to save 
money by making people redundant 
and cutting services.

Another example of money-saving 
measures is to reduce salaries 
through a job evaluation process. 
Unfortunately, this has a major 
impact on lower-paid staff who can 
least afford any pay cut while those 
on higher salaries can well afford a 

cut which many would barely notice.
In the past, this process has 

been recommended by officers in 
those high level posts.

Very soon, we expect to face a sec-
ond independence referendum. We 
can either vote for Westminster and 
Brexit, which makes us Unionists, or 
we vote to make our own decisions 
in Scotland.

At the next independence ref-
erendum, we vote for an independ-
ent Scotland or for the status quo. 
There is no third choice on the table.

Councillor Bill Clark,
The Highland Council.

Oban town centre 
looks fabulous
Sir,
There is a popular saying that 
complaints are always heard but 
compliments are seldom voiced.

I must say well done to all involved 
with the recent improvements 
in Oban town centre. We never 
thought that the pavements would 
be finished but look at them now. 
They are really fantastic.

The seating around the town is 
much more than required, and the 
quality of the benches is so good 
and the side tables are a brilliant 
addition.

The coloured lighting around the 
bay is stunning. Just now, when the 
mulit-coloured lights are on and 
reflected in the water, it looks amaz-
ing. McCaig’s Tower is spectacular 
at night and the lighting on Stafford 
Street is simply beautiful. Also, the 
pedestrianised area on Stafford 
Street is the icing on the cake.

I will never forget the sight at Mod 
time, in a heatwave, with everyone 
sitting (crammed in) enjoying their 
ice-cream cones and the scenery.

Then, heading out of Oban, we 
have the gentleman who beavers 
away clearing the pavement edges 
and lifting rubbish. What a differ-
ence he is making, so thank you to 
him. At the moment, the scrub and 
trees at the sides of the road are be-
ing cleared, which is also a massive 
improvement, and it is being done so 
neatly and quickly.

I, for one, am so grateful to live in 
such as beautiful part of Scotland, 
so well done to everyone involved.

Anne Ferguson,
Oban.

People who drop 
litter should be � ned
Sir,
Aside from the ongoing issues 
around the change to three-weekly 
bin collections, which has meant 
our recycling and refuse bins have 
been collected on time on very few 
occasions, more often late, there is a 
much more longstanding issue with 
litter blighting the area.

Travelling around or out walking, 
litter is visible along the verges and 
in laybys, usually food and drinks 
packaging that irresponsible people 
have thrown away.

Not only is this unattractive but it is 

also a danger to wildlife. Our econ-
omy is heavily reliant on tourism 
so what sort of impression are we 
making on visitors who come to the 
West Coast for its beautiful scenery 
when much of it is strewn with litter?

I have in the past reported this 
problem to the Council but no action 
appears to have been taken. Recent-
ly vegetation was being cleared on 
the verges from Oban to Connel 
using traffic control when needed, 
an ideal opportunity to also pick up 
the litter, but no, it’s now even more 
exposed.

Litter bins in laybys might help, 
but then again likely to be emptied 
every three weeks only, if the public 
bin near us is anything to go by. 
Inevitably, it is full to overflowing 
after three weeks.

The litter in Oban itself is often 
unsightly. Some people seem to 
think the recycling point at Tesco’s 
is also a dumping ground for items 
that should be taken directly to 
Moleigh.

The council should use its powers 
to fine people who litter, which 
would not only provide income but 
should act as a deterrent to others. 
It is no good saying people ‘can be 
fined’ for littering, fly-tipping or 
not picking up after their dogs if the 
council does not act.

Shirley Scott,
Saligo, North Connel.

Scottish Canals is a 
failing organisation
Sir,
Scottish Canals must be congratu-
lated on joining the ranks of petty 
government-funded agencies whose 
practices are inimical to what they 
purport to defend and enhance. 

The flailing frenzy that has dev-
astated parts of the bank on the 
Crinan Canal has done nothing to 
enhance the canal or Scottish Ca-
nals’ reputation. 

Of course it will eventually recover, 
but a more controlled work schedule 
over time would be more beneficial. 
It is also very likely the new tarmac 
surface on the towpath may have 
destroyed the particular orchid that 
grew there. 

The arrogant ignorance of such 
bodies as the Forestry Commission 
and Scottish Natural Heritage 
(SNH) is already a byword, so Scot-
tish Canals will fit right in. 

The Forestry Commission seems 
to delight in wantonly destroying 
landscape features and leaving a 
brutalised hillside behind; ‘har-
vesting’ is such a comfortable word, 
until you see the consequences of 
Forestry practice. 

As for SNH, it really is the king 
on the muck heap of government 
bureaucracy. Its beaver nonsense is 
proof that playing God should be 
left to God. 

I suppose that somewhere in 
Holyrood there are people to whom 
these organisations are supposed to 
answer. I wonder who they are. Per-
haps shame prevents them owning 
up.

Alexander Hamilton,
Leac na Ban, Tayvallich.

SEANN DUAN AGUS SEANN trio-
blaid is staid nan rathaidean, agus gu 
h-àraid an fheadhainn as lugha inbhe, 
air a bhith a’ dol bhuaithe bho chionn 
bhliadhnaichean ri linn dìth airgid 
airson càradh iomchaidh a dhèanamh 
mar a bha feum. Le ionmhas poblach 
a’ sìor fhàs gann thar nam bliadhna-
ichean a chaidh seachad tha cùisean 
air a dhol nas miosa agus ”tuthaganìor 
fhàs gann thar nam bliadhnaichean a 
chaidh srgid airson càradh iomchaidh 
a dhèamnamh oprra a’ dol air tutha-
gan”, a’ fàgail cuid den uachdar cho 
garbh ‘s gun saoil thu gum bheil thu 
a’ siubhal cladaich seach rathad-mòr! 
Ach dè ghabhas dèanamh is cosgais 
càraidh rathaidean na dùthcha a-nise 
aig ìre cho uabhasach àrd? Chan eil 
dòigh air an tèid aig Comhairlean air 
pàigheadh airson obair-leasachaidh 
is iad mar-thà gann air èiginn a’ ruig-
heachd air cosgais cumail suas làitheil 
nan rathaidean.

Is uaisle toll na tuthag! Dh’fhaodadh 
beagan fìrinn a bhith san t-seanfhacal 
a thaobh èididh fheadhainn a tha gam 
meas fhèin mar uaislean, ach tha fios 
agus cinnt agam nach eil luchd-siub-
hail a tha a’ cosg fortan ann an cìsean 

de gach seòrsa air carbadan a ruith 
dol a chur suas leis an t-suidheachadh 
mòran nas fhaide. Le còmhdhail a’ 
sìor fhàs cosgail agus damaist bho 
staid nan rathaidean a’ cur ris a’ 
chosgais, cha ghabh an dùbhlan seo 
seachnadh mòran nas fhaide agus 
feumaidh luchd-riaghlaidh seasamh 
aige!

Tha mi toilichte fhaicinn gum 
bheil gluasadan air tòiseachadh a 
chuidicheas. Mar is aithne dhuinn 
uile chaidh mòran de rathaidean na 
Gàidhealtachd is nan Eilean a thogail 
air mòinteach agus ged a chaidh an 
tearradh is an leasachadh beagan thar 
bhliadhnaichean, chan eil bunaitean 
làidir annta. Chan eil a’ mhòr-chuid 
aca comasach air cuideam nan uid-
heaman a tha a’ ruith orra an-diugh 
a ghiùlan fiù ’s ged a bhiodh na h-uid-
heaman sin a’ cumail ris a’ chuideam 
cheadaichte. Ach a rèir choltais, tha 
mòran a’ giùlan fada bharrachd air na 
bu chòir agus tha sin a’ dèanamh cron 
agus a’ cur ri cosgais càraidh, agus 
tha roinn còmhdhail an riaghaltais 
am beachd uidheam tomhas cuideam 
a stèidheachadh ann an rathaidean 
feadh na dùthcha gus an fheadhainn a 

tha a’ briseadh an lagh a ghlacadh is a 
pheanasachadh.

Aig an ìre seo feumaidh luchd-
obrach ghoireasan poblach a bhios 
a’ briseadh an rathaid barantas trì 
bliadhna a thoirt air a’ chàradh a nì 
iad air an rathad. Leis gum bheil am 
barantas sin dol a dh’èirigh gu còig 
bliadhna tha dùil gun tèid ìre obair-
càraidh suas agus gum mair uachdar 
nan rathaidean nas fhaide

Gun teagamh nì na ceumannan sin 
feum ann a bhith a’ gleidheadh nan 
rathaidean, ach feumar an càradh 
mòr a dhèanamh an toiseach!

 
MOTORISTS will be encouraged to 
note plans to identify and penalise 
overloaded HGVs, which damage our 
roads. Higher standards of surface 
repair by utility contractors will also 
be welcome but much of our roads 
network is in very poor condition and 
a comprehensive remedial strategy 
should be an election issue for vehicle 
users who are already taxed excessive-
ly.

  
Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Camp-

bell) ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Martin Laing’s defence in his At Ran-
dom column of the protesters who 
staged an Argyll Against Trump rally 
in Oban drew criticism and praise.
Ian Macinnes complained: ‘Get a 
life do you really thing the American 
administration really cares what a few 
people in Oban think about their pol-
icies westminster does not they only 
play to the media.’
Andy Elkerton posted: ‘Martin Laing 
is completely right when he wrote that 
it was the demonstrators “democratic 
right” to protest, just as it’s the “dem-

ocratic right” of the rest of us to say 
how utterly pointless this was. I’ve no 
doubt they were doing it from what 
they thought was a “good place” but 
a march against US immigration policy 
(or even a march FOR US immigration 
policy) by twenty people in a little 
Scottish seaside town, does nothing 
except make those taking part feel 
good about themselves. This is called 
“virtue signalling”. A march against 
our own Council’s policies would have 
had much more relevance, as has been 
echoed on the OT site every day.’

John DM Kerr wrote: ‘Surely the 
oban times has a responsibility to its 
readers to not embarrass them by 
printing story’s that make the residents 
of our town look completely stupid, 
and I mean cartoon stupid. A gathering 
of around 20 people for what ever 
reason should never make it into the 
news.’
Tom Hayward asked: ‘Was being a 
venue for holding demonstrations or 
rallies the reason, behind the public 
realm works in Sta� ord Street and the 
town centre?’

GOOD food is one of life’s great 
pleasures and I have long been ridi-
culed by most around me for the level 
of euphoria I experience when eating 
certain culinary delights.  

Among the myriad of sustenance 
choices available, my favoured genre 
is shellfish and at the very peak of that 
mountain range of mouthwatering 
magnificence are three specific items 
belonging to different animal parts 
of three well-known West Coast sea 
creatures.  

So, in the style of one of Macbeth’s 
witches, give me the tail of a female lob-
ster, the claw meat of a male brown crab 
and the clean white flesh of a scallop. 
There are some close contenders hot on 
the heels of these morsels of tantalising 
taste perfection, but each one of these 
three can send me into a state of ecstasy.  

Alas, although we live surrounded 
by the crystal-clear waters that bear 
these fruits, they are still remarkably 
difficult to obtain for the average 
consumer in Scotland.  

Most shellfish landed on the West 
Coast go straight to the continent, 
with Spain being the most significant 
destination. France and Portugal are 
big consumers and there are new 
markets opening up in the Far East. 

Ironically, it is easier to get good 
quality Scottish shellfish if you are on 
holiday in Santiago de Compostella in 
Spain than at home where the stuff is 
actually caught.  

As well as being the givers of blissful 
pleasure, these same items, when 
ordered in a restaurant, can cause 
severe disappointment. As happens 
far too frequently, what you receive is 
a poor excuse for the dish that is being 
salivated over in anticipation.  

A substandard scallop is not merely 
a poor version of what you expect. It 
is like eating a piece of mildly fish-
flavoured rubber and bears no resem-
blance to the taste and texture of the 
same item if you had eaten it nearer 
the time it was caught – before it had 
been soaked in water to increase the 
weight and then stored as long as pos-
sible in a restaurant or fishmonger’s 
fridge, still safe to eat but sadly bereft 
of all the sweet succulent nutritious 
attributes it once proudly held. 

However, there is light at the end of 
this frustrating tunnel. More and more 

restaurants are learning how to store 
and cook shellfish and, as a town, Oban 
can be proud in having been at the 
forefront of this for many years. 

Some excellent fishmongers are 
also bringing progress in making it 
more widely available for cooking at 
home. Newly established shops – Iain 
Stewart Fish Sales in Fort William 
and Namara (a branch of North 
Uist- based Kallin Shellfish) in Glas-
gow, as well as the much-loved and 
long-established Donald Watt and 
Sons in Oban and Loch Fyne Oysters 
in Cairndow are all places where high 
quality of product is paramount.  

At the moment, in terms of volume 
landed, the domestic market for Scot-
tish shellfish is minute but, in time, 
the jewels of our ocean will hopefully 
gain their rightful place high in our 
culinary hearts.
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A GLENFINNAN resident 
is again highlighting growing 
amounts of rubbish in lay-bys 
along a Highland road.

The Oban Times was contact-
ed at the end of last year by 
a resident urging Highland 
Council and road users to 
take responsibility for keep-
ing the area tidy.

Concerns have been raised 
again after Colin Morley 
single-handedly collected a 
‘mountain’ of rubbish along 
the A830.

Speaking to The Oban Times, 
Mr Morley said: ‘There are 
no bins from Fort William to 
Glenfinnan and there is a lot 
of litter in the lay-bys. There 
needs to be some bins on the 
route. 

‘There are lots of new bins 
and recycling bins on the way 
up to Inverness, and I know 
the council is under a lot of 
pressure at the moment, but it 
needs to look at what’s going 
on down here.’

Mr Morley also noted the 
growing number of tourists 
on the road and in Glenfin-
nan: ‘Glenfinnan is getting 
busier and busier. 

‘We used to get some respite 
from tourists in the winter, 
but it’s been constant this 
year.’

After being contacted by 
The Oban Times, a Highland 
Council spokesperson said: 
‘Regarding the clearing of 
lay-bys, any lay-by which has 
a litter bin onsite has the bin 
emptied and the area cleared 
of litter at least once weekly. 
Others are litter picked and 
cleared of rubbish monthly, 
unless there are specific 
complaints about fly tipping 
which are dealt with as soon 
as possible.

‘Community services staff 
were in the area on Monday 
February 6 and although 
there is what could be termed 
fairly light littering on some 
of the verges, there was 
nothing in any of the lay-bys 
in Glenfinnan.’

Rubbish has been gathering 
in lay-bys from Fort William 
to Glen� nnan. Photograph: Colin 

Morley. 

POLICE in Lochaber have 
recorded an increase in house 
break-ins.

Home owners are encour-
aged to remain vigilant at all 
times as the most recent break 
inns have taken place while 
homes have been unoccupied.

A police spokesperson said: 
‘Taking precautions such as 
leaving lights on while you are 
away and asking neighbours 
to keep a watchful eye are little 
things that go a long way in 
the prevention and detection 
of these crimes.’

Any suspicious activity or 
strange/unknown vehicles 
in local area should also be 
reported to police as a matter 
of urgency.

During the early hours of 
Sunday January 29, a mobile 
phone was stolen from the 
Crofter Bar, High Street, Fort 
William.

THREE hundred and twenty five years 
after the massacre of MacDonalds by the 
Campbells in Glencoe, clan decendents 
gathered to commemorate the dramatic 
events.

The commemoration began with a 
service in St Mary’s Church, Glencoe, 
delivered by Canon Simon Mackenzie 
and Canon Mel Laveille. This was 
attended by pupils from Glencoe and St 
Bride’s primary schools, who joined the 
procession of clan representatives and 

community members as it made its way 
to the site of the 1692 massacre.

Representatives of Clan Donald High-
lands and Islands, Glencoe Heritage 
Trust (GHT) and Clan Donald Lands 
Trust in Skye laid wreaths. The 23rd 
Psalm was sung and a lament was played 
on the pipes. The GHT wreath was 
sponsored by Janet Campbell and Jane 
Shave, both former Glencoe ladies. The 
National Trust for Scotland also laid a 
wreath and there was one from Clan 

Henderson representatives. GHT secre-
tary Roz MacDonald said: ‘MacDonalds 
came from as far away as Skye and 
Kircaldy and there were lots of visitors 
from further afield, including France.’ 

Mrs MacDonald said the first wreath 
had been laid in commemoration of the 
massacre by Angus MacDonald in 1935, 
a tradition which was carried on by his 
son.

The Clan Donald Society in Edin-
burgh conducted the ceremony until 

2011, when the GHT and Clan Donald 
Highlands and Islands took over.

Mrs MacDonald has been attending 
the ceremony since 1978.

‘I remember sometimes it was only 
myself and the late Duncan MacDonald 
Mckillop. Social media seems to have 
helped increase interest so it’s bigger 
now.’

Speaking on behalf of the GHT, she 
added: ‘We like to keep our history 
alive.’ 

Clan representatives and members of the community proceed towards the memo-
rial following a service in St Mary’s Church in Glencoe. Photograph: Abrightside photography.

The service contiuned at the Glencoe Massacre Memorial where wreaths were laid 
by Clan representatives. Photograph: Abrightside Photography.

THE NEW owners of Loch-
aber’s smelter were in Fort 
William last week detailing 
their plans for the site.

Liberty House and SIMEC, 
both members of GFG Alliance, 
held a public drop-in session 
with MSP Kate Forbes last 
Friday to discuss plans for a new 
car parts factory at the smelter 
which will create 300 new jobs.

Around 50 people attended 
to find out what the plans will 
mean for the community.

The company announced a 

AROUND 122 jobs could be lost as the High-
land Council tries to plug a £20 million funding 
gap in its 2017/18 budget.

The local authority has said 66.6 Full Time 
Equivalent (FTE) posts will be ‘deleted’ along 
with 55.2 FTE posts associated with the savings 
from previous years.

To reduce the need for compulsory redundan-
cies, the council has said it is working with trade 
unions to look at recruitment controls and the 
re-deployment of staff.

Budget leader Councillor Bill Fernie said: 
‘£20 million is a huge amount to take out of our 
budget, but we are trying our best to mitigate the 
impact of these savings on communities and on 
our staff.’

Mr Fernie said the number of job cuts are 
‘considerably lower than the amount anticipated 
during the earlier stages of the budget process’.

The council will be proposing a reduction of 
£220,000 from street cleaning instead of the 
£660,000 that was initially proposed.

Mr Fernie said: ‘We recognise street cleaning 
makes a significant contribution to the attractive 
appearance of the Highlands for visitors, 
businesses and residents and have therefore 
worked with officers to see how we can make a 
smaller cut, but mitigate the impact of this as 
much as possible.’

Budget proposals also include increasing 
council tax by the maximum allowed three per 
cent, generating an additional income of £3.510 
million.

And on Friday the head of NHS Highland 
called on the council to consider the heath 
board’s budget allocation ‘very carefully’ before 
making any final decisions.

David Alston, chairman of NHS Highland, said 
he was disappointed at the council’s proposal 
to reduce funding for adult social care by £7 
million.

Mr Alston said: ‘While the Highland Council 
faces difficult decisions, as does NHS Highland, 
the reality is that their income – the net revenue 
budget – will increase in 2017/18 by more than £5 
million. Reduced funding to NHS Highland will 
have inevitable impacts on our whole integrated 
health and social care system which has success-
fully been in place for the last five years.’

But on Tuesday the council announced it will 
propose an additional £1.174m to NHS Highland 
for adult care after meeting with NHS Highland 
last week.

Leader of the council Margaret Davidson said: 
‘These are financially challenging times for all 
of the public sector. Since making our budget 
proposals, we have again met with our partners 
at NHS Highland, to discuss the funding for 
adult social care.

‘The outcome of our recent discussions is that 
the council administration will, on Thursday, 
be proposing to provide an additional £1.174m 
to NHS Highland towards the adult social care 
budget in 2017/18.’

Mr Fernie said the council has ‘significantly 
reduced the planned cuts to adult service’.

POLICE in Lochaber have con-
� rmed a body found on Meall 
Nan Cleireach on Saturday 
February 11 is that of missing 
man Charlie Clift.

Lochaber Mountain Rescue 
Team found the body on the 
lower north slopes at 11am.

The man has been formally 
identi� ed as Charlie Clift, 56, 
from south Wales. 

Mr Clift was last seen in Fort 
William town centre on Tues-
day January 30 after checking 
out of a hotel and buying 
items from a number of out-
door shops in the town centre. 
Mr Clift’s next of kin and family 
have been informed. 

A police spokesperson said: 
‘There are not thought to be 
any suspicious circumstances 
and a report will be submitted 
to the Procurator Fiscal.’

POLICE
FILES

THE JOHN MUIR TRUST is 
delighted to be among the 
sponsors of Fort William’s 
Mountain Festival.

The trust, which owns and 
manages Ben Nevis Estate 
including the summit and 
upper slopes of the moun-
tain, part of Glen Nevis 
and three other Munros, is 
sponsoring the festival’s 
� lm competition tonight 
(Thursday).

The trust has also been 
co-ordinating a wild writing 
competition with schools.

John Muir Trust Nevis 
land manager Alison Austin 
said: ‘We’re delighted to be 
associated once again with 
this fantastic festival on the 
doorstep of Scotland’s high-
est mountain. We’re looking 
forward to a great � lm night, 
with entries from talented 
up-and-coming � lm-makers 
and a screening of Alastair 
Humphrey’s Wilderness, 
� lmed on Ben Nevis, Steall 
Gorge and other John Muir 
Trust properties.’

A JUNIOR government minister 
from the Department for Exiting the 
European Union met with Lochaber 
business representatives on Monday 
February 13.

Robin Walker, also the conservative 
MP for Worcester, was in the area as 
part of the engagement process ahead 
of Brexit negotiations.

He visited BSW Timber Mill, the 
Underwater Centre at An Aird and 
met other business representatives.

Mr Walker emphasised the 
importance of understanding the 

opportunities and challenges Brexit 
will bring to businesses. One of the 
biggest concerns raised by businesses 
was the future for workers from EU 
countries.

Mr Walker said businesses were 
asking questions about whether EU 
workers they currently have will be 
able to stay working for them and 
will others be able to join them in the 
future. Another major topic was tour-
ism and how this would be effected 
when the UK exits the union.

He said: ‘We’ve had some very 

interesting discussions today. It’s 
important to take the opportunity 
to find which elements work well and 
how businesses can work better in the 
future. For me, too, it was a chance 
to see a beautiful part of the country.’

Steve Ham, managing director of 
the Underwater Centre, said: ‘We are 
always pleased to host any members 
of government and demonstrate the 
important work we do, and it was 
great to get a visit from Robin Walker 
and discuss some of the challenges we 
face as we exit the EU.’

New owners share plans 
for smelter with public

£330 million deal securing the 
smelter last year after months 
of uncertainty over the future of 
the site.

The deal, which secured 170 
jobs, includes the hydro-electric 
station and aluminum smelter at 
Fort William, the neighbouring 
hydro-plant at Kinlochleven 
and more than 100,000 acres of 
estate land.

Over the next decade it is 
thought it will bring up to 2,000 
direct and supply-chain jobs to 
the West Highlands and boost 
the economy by around £1 
billion.

The company announced the 
expansion of metal manufactur-

ing in Fort William saying ‘huge 
value is being missed out on’.

A spokesperson for the firm 
said it was focusing on delivering 
the downstream commitments, 
with the addition of an alloy 
wheel factory.

He said: ‘We will be working 
to keep the value on site– this 
fits with our wider strategy. The 
firm has started the planning 
process and the next step will 
be consultation with the local 
community.’

When asked about further 
developments at Kinlochleven, 
the spokesperson said: ‘Fort 
William is our focus at the mo-
ment.’ He added: ‘The feedback 

from the event was positive and 
people were pleased we have a 
sustainable vision for the site to 
ensure its long-term future.’

GFG Allience has said it has 
started the planning process 
for the car parts factory, with 
consultations to take place soon.

Fort William and Ardnamur-
chan councillor Brian Murphy, 
who worked at the smelter for 21 
years, said the plans are ‘fantas-
tic’. ‘It’s good to see a company 
come along that is committed to 
investing in the the place. I think 
doing the car parts here will be 
adding value in Fort William 
which surly has to be better,’ he 
said.

The company also plans to cre-
ate a number of graduate posts 
and apprenticeships.

Mr Murphy commented: 
‘There is a lot of businesses in 
Lochaber crying out for skilled 
workers. 

‘We need more in the way of 
skills courses locally because 
we can’t afford to lose our best 
people. We have got to try and 
keep them in the area.’

Kate Forbes, MSP for Skye, 
Lochaber and Badenoch, said: ‘I 
am excited about what it means 
for the community in terms of 
jobs, homes and transport. This 
deal is going to unlock huge 
potential for the community.’

Mountain rescue 
team � nd body

Trust sponsors 
festival � lms 

Glenfi nnan 
rubbish 
concern 
grows again

Robin Walker, left, and Steve Ham, managing 
director of The Underwater Centre. Photograph: Iain 

Ferguson, The Write Image.

Glencoe massacre remembered 325 years on

Brexit challenges in focus around Lochaber

Job cuts loom as council 
plugs £20m funding gap

Strathallan - green space, a home from home and an 
exceptional breadth of opportunities for boarders and 
day pupils 
Located in the heart of 
Perthshire, but with easy 
access to Edinburgh and 
Glasgow, Strathallan’s 
green and leafy campus 
expands to more than 153 
acres. It includes some of the best facilities of any school in Scotland 
and provides the setting for day and boarding pupils to take every 
advantage of the exceptional breadth of activities available to them. 

At Strathallan our ethos is to provide opportunities for every pupil 
to excel; in practice that means ensuring each individual, no matter 
what their passion or interest, is supported to do well, achieve 
their personal best and, importantly, enjoy their time at school. It 
is an approach which leads to a rich diversity of pupil experience 
and some exceptional achievements - academically, in sports, the 
performing and creative arts and other areas. 

Across the school, pupils can choose from more than 80 activities 
including fencing to debating, clay pigeon shooting to dance. 
Strathallan has carved out an excellent reputation for sports, both 
traditional team sports but also in individual activities. Teams are 
frequently to be found on the podium and individuals have claimed 
medals in ski-ing, tennis, badminton, swimming, golf, karate and 
more, with many representing Scotland and GB. Music and the 
performing arts are � ourishing too and are set to strengthen with 
the recent addition of a state-of-the-art dance and drama studio. 

Strathallan is also a school with strong family values and a friendly 
and welcoming atmosphere, something that bene� ts enormously 
from the fact the majority of sta�  live on site. Our day pupils are part 
of the same houses as the boarders, creating a solid foundation for 
developing friendships in and out of school. 

From Riley, our Junior House, upwards, our visitors tell us they 
get a real sense of Strathallan when they meet our pupils and see 
the school for themselves. We encourage you to do the same and 
welcome visits at any time of year. 

strathallan.co.ukForgandenny, Perth PH2 9EG   /   T: 01738 812 546   /   admissions@strathallan.co.uk

Registered in Scotland as a charity number SC008903

Open Morning
(Entry for ages 9+) 

Saturday 4th March 2017, 10am – 1pm

Scholarships and  
Bursaries Available
For more information or to book a visit  
please contact our Admissions Department 
admissions@strathallan.co.uk 01738 815003

Achieving excellent results - in academic 

work, in sports and the arts.

Extending a  warm welcome from our 
community of staff, boarding and day 
pupils.

Enjoying a beautiful rural campus, less 

than an hour from Edinburgh airport.

At Strathallan we motivate and inspire 

young people to make the most of their 

individual abilities and interests.

for ages 9 to 18

ADVERTORIAL
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A’ cur 
’s a’ Buain
Listings for Thursday 16 February 
– Thursday 23 February 2017

DIARDAOIN 16 GEARRAN
THURSDAY 16 FEBRUARY 
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s Programming
19.05 Co-Sheirm – archive music from 
choirs and soloists (rpt)
19.30 Speaking our Language (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 ÙR | NEW: Dealbhan Fraoich – 
Heather’s Portraits – Ep5
21.00 ÙR | NEW: DIY le Donnie – S3 Ep1
21.45 Sgeul Seirbheis (rpt)
22.00 ÙR | NEW: Air an Rathad – it’s all 
about cars! – Ep7
22.30 ÙR | NEW: An Rèis Dìomhair 
Chun Na Gealaich: Secrets of the Moon 
Landings 
23.20 Fraochy Bay (rpt)

23.25 Fonn mo Bheatha – music and 
chat (rpt)
 
DIHAOINE 17 GEARRAN
FRIDAY 17 FEBRUARY
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s Programming
18.35 Machair (rpt)
19.00 An Là – News
19.25 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
19.30 Pro12 Live Rugby – Leinster v 
Edinburgh
21.25 Binneas – Taghadh bho Na Trads 
(rpt)
21.30 Taigheadas Dùthchail – Rural 
Housing Ep4 (rpt)
22.00 Seirm – music from Celtic 
Connections – Ep3 (rpt)
23.00 Gaol@Gael – Comedy – S2 – Ep3 
(rpt)
23.30 Air an Rathad - it’s all about 
cars! – Ep7 (rpt)
                
DISATHAIRNE 18 GEARRAN
SATURDAY 18 FEBRUARY
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s Programming

17.05 SPFL Challenge Cup – Queen of 
the South v Dundee Utd
19.20 Binneas – Taghadh bho Na Trads 
(rpt)
19.25 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
19.30 Machair (rpt)
19.55  Fraochy Bay (rpt)
20.00 Fonn Mo Bheatha – music and 
chat (rpt)
20.30 Alba: 1991 (rpt)
21.00 Seirm – music from Celtic 
Connections – Ep4 (rpt)
22.00 Scottish Premiership 
Highlights – Hearts v Inverness CT
23.00 Oighreachdan na h-Alba – Great 
Estates - (rpt)
23.55 Hebridean Celtic Festival – (rpt)
 
DIDÒMHNAICH 19 GEARRAN
SUNDAY 19 FEBRUARY
16.00 SPFL Challenge Cup – St. Mirren 
v The New Saints
18.15 Ceòl bho Perthshire Amber (rpt)
18.30 Seachd Là – news Review
19.30 Alleluia! – spiritual music and 
verse (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh – History 

Shorts (rpt)
20.00 Fuine– cooking weeknight 
suppers  (rpt)
20.30 Dealbhan Fraoich – Heather’s 
Portraits – Ep 5 (rpt)
21.00 Farpaisean chon-chaorach - 
Sheepdogs (rpt)
22.00 Scottish Premiership 
Highlights – Partick Thistle v Hamilton
23.00 An Rèis Dìomhair Chun na 
Gealaich – Secrets of the Moon Landings 
– (rpt)
23.50  Fraochy Bay – (rpt)      

DILUAIN 20 GEARRAN
MONDAY 20 FEBRUARY
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming 
19.10 Clann a’ Chogaidh Mhòir – Small 
hands in a big war – Ep6 (rpt)
19.30 Speaking our Language (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 ÙR | NEW: Gach Creutair Beò – 
Vets in Scotland – S4, Ep1
21.00 ÙR | NEW: Trusadh – Beartas nam 
Beairt – Riches of the loom
22.00 ÙR | NEW: Port – Episode 

8 – series compilation
22.30 Baby Killer? – Sgeulachd Jessie 
King - drama documentary (rpt)
23.30 Air an Rathad – it’s all about 
cars! – Ep 7 (rpt)
 
DIMÀIRT 21 GEARRAN
TUESDAY 21 FEBRUARY
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming 
19.00 An Solas Buan – archive series 
looking at Scotland’s lighthouses 
19.25 Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh – History 
Shorts (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 Alba: 1992 – the charts hits and 
top news stories (rpt)
21.00 ÙR | NEW: Farpaisean Chon-
Chaorach – Sheepdogs – Ep 8
22.00 Trusadh – Beartas nam Beairt – 
Riches of the loom (rpt)
23.00 Aiteal – supernatural Scotland – 
Ep 3 (rpt)
23.25 Fraochy Bay - (rpt)
23.30 Alleluia! – Spiritual music and 
verse (rpt)

23.50 Binneas – Taghadh bho na Trads 
– (rpt)
 
DICIADAIN 22 GEARRAN
WEDNESDAY 22 FEBRUARY
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
19.05 Clann a’ Chogaidh Mhòir – Small 
hands in a big war – Ep 7 (rpt)
19.30 Speaking our Language (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 Fuine – cooking for a party (rpt)
21.00 Sgeulachd Deacon Brodie - 
drama documentary (rpt)
22.00 Buskers – S2 Ep3 (rpt)
22.30 Port – Series compilation Ep8 
(rpt)
23.00 DIY le Donnie – more DIY tips – 
S3 Ep1 (rpt)
23.45 Hebridean Celtic Festival – 
highlights (rpt)
 

DIARDAOIN 23 GEARRAN
THURSDAY 23 FEBRUARY
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
19.05 An Solas Buan – archive series 
looking at Scotland’s lighthouses
19.25 Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55  Earrann Eachdraidh – history 
shorts (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 ÙR | NEW: Dealbhan Fraoich – 
Heather’s Portraits – Ep6
21.00 ÙR | NEW: DIY le Donnie – S3 Ep2
21.45 Sgeul Seirbheis (rpt)
22.00 ÙR | NEW: Air an Rathad – it’s all 
about cars! – Ep8
22.30 ÙR | NEW: Pàirc Yellowstone – 
Wild Yellowstone 
23.20 Binneas – Taghadh bho na 
Trads – (rpt)
23.25 Fonn mo Bheatha – music and 
chat (rpt)
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A crisp and clear sunny 
Saturday in Taynuilt was 
the setting for the first 
Bookends pop-up event 
which organisers said 
was a huge success.

The event in Taynuilt 
Village Hall saw locals 
and visitors browse a 
great selection of pre-
loved books as well as 
having a cuppa and a 
piece of home baking.

Last year saw the inau-
gural Benderloch Book-
ends Festival which drew 
1,000 visitors during the 
last week in September.

Joy Cameron, one 
of the organisers, 
explained: ‘The idea 

is to create a warm and 
comfortable space for 
book lovers to exchange, 
share and enjoy a vast 
range of books from 
romantic and crime 
thrillers to books giving 
advice on how to run a 
smallholding.

‘During the main festi-
val invited authors came 
to read poetry and prose 
and share the experience 
of creating a piece of 
written work from the 
first glimmer of a story 
to publication.

‘There were also work-
shops on yogic chanting 
and tapping to gain 
emotional freedom.

‘Many visitors to the 
original festival returned 
over the days to sample 
the Reading Room 
in the Victory Hall, 
Benderloch, and were 
disappointed when the 
festival drew to a close.’

Joy continued: ‘We 
so enjoyed sharing the 
space which Bookends 
created that it seemed 
a shame not to repeat it 
and a year seemed a long 
time to wait.

‘A team of ambassadors 
helped to make the festi-
val stand out from others 
by manning book bins 
and boxes around the 
area where second-hand 

books could be stored 
and exchange in advance 
of the festival. 

‘The book boxes in 
Taynuilt and Barcaldine 
as well as one in Hope 
Kitchen, continue to be 
used so it seemed nat-
ural to bring a pop-up 
event to where there was 
interest in doing a little 
more book sharing.’

Taynuilt pop-up visi-
tors had a visit from the 
author Russell Camp-
bell, originally from the 
village.

Russell came to share 
and chat with visitors 
and meet two of the 
local authors who are 

already signed to appear 
at the Bookends Festival 
in Benderloch in 2017.

They are Lindsay 
Campbell, author of Ane 
Compact of Villany and 
who is in the process 
of researching her next  
book Now Prisoner With-
in which she describes as 
‘murder, riot and crime 
in old Argyll’.

Other bookings for 
Bookends Festival 
Benderloch 2017 include 
Alasdair Satchel with 
an exciting story-telling 
session for all ages, and 
a one-man play based on 
the writing in a Russian 
explorer’s diary.

This is an important 
time for the Rockfield 
Centre, with the board 
of Oban Communities 
Trust working with their 
design team to progress 
the materials needed 
to source funding for 
the main building.  De-
velopment funding has 
been granted which will 
take the project forward 
to the next stage.

Solvejg Craig has 
recently joined the team 
at the Rockfield Centre 
as creative development 
worker. Solvejg’s main 
role is to assist the arts 
co-ordinator in the 
current programme of 
events, introduce more 
ideas and help develop 
the centre as a vibrant 
cultural hub for Oban.

Solvejg, who has 
worked at The Ceilidh 
Place in Ullapool and 
latterly Oban’s Choc-
olate Factory, said: ‘I 

couldn’t pass up the 
opportunity to work 
with such an enthusi-
astic team of people. 
Working to achieve 
a richer culture and 
better opportunities 
for everyone in Oban 
is my passion. All of 
us are very focused on 
community needs and 
this amazing project.’

Solvejg launched the 
first of the new In-
spired? sessions, which 
saw high attendance 
and lots of great ideas.

Inspired? is an 
open-door event where 
anyone can drop-in to 
the Rockfield Centre, 
have a cuppa and talk 
about things that have 
inspired them and new 
initiatives they’d like to 
see in their own commu-
nity. It’s also a chance 
to give feedback on 
the Rockfield Centre’s 
current programme and 

influence what activity 
might take place in the 
future.

The Inspired? ses-
sions will continue 
throughout February 
and March, with the 
next two gatherings 
being tomorrow (Friday 
February 17), from 
5.30pm-6.30pm and on 
Sunday February 26, 
from 11am to noon. A 
warm welcome awaits.

Young artists are also 
in for a treat as this 
month sees the start of 
new digital arts work-
shops in partnership 
with TALC (Templar 
Arts and Leisure 
Centre) in Tarbert. An-
yone aged 16 to 25 who 
aspires to be an artist, 
designer or architect 
can book a free place 
on these workshops 
which will include a 
range of exciting digital 
arts techniques and will 

explore themes of land-
scape, environment and 
natural history. Places 
are limited so booking 
is essential. Contact 
Rhona on arts@thero-
ckfieldcentre.org.uk.

The friendly and infor-
mal Let’s Make a Scene 
continues its popularity 
and is again being run 
in the community hut 
on Friday February 24 
– a venue where writers 
and musicians can share 
ideas and try out new 
material. 

New writing and new 
performers are all 
welcome with the aim 
of building a thriving 
scene of original writing 
and music.

Over the past month 
Breege Smyth has 
tutored two more of her 
popular sewing classes 
for improvers and the 
Scratch Choir has 
tackled some classics to 

great effect. Catch the 
video on the Rockfield 
Centre Facebook page.

Drawing for absolute 
beginners starts in 
March where Oban’s 
Val Hamilton will lead 
the classes – an ideal 
opportunity to bring out 
a hidden artistic talent.

More information 
and booking f or the 
Rockfield Centre events 
can be found via the 
website, www.obancom-
munitiestrust.org.uk, or 
on the Facebook page. 
Alternatively, contact 
Rhona on 07555 342707.

Meanwhile, demand 
for space has seen 
the second of the two 
community huts spring 
into use. This will be 
a base for Oban Live’s 
organisation of the 2017 
event.  

Oban’s Men’s Shed 
also meets here every 
Thursday from 11-

2.30pm. All men are 
welcome to share their 
skills and experience, 
get involved in a joint 
project, their own pro-
ject or just drop in for a 
coffee and a chat.

Volunteers worked 
hard in January to get 
the second community 
hut space ready. Work 
has also started in the 
garden space on potting 
up to create a good 
splash of colour as the 
season progresses.  

With spring around 
the corner, our volun-
teers will again be busy 
with the paint brushes 
to spruce up the huts 
and support the small 
staff team with events 
and activity. If you 
have spare time, please 
do consider getting in 
touch – there’s always 
something to do.  Con-
tact Eleanor on 07762 
756072 to volunteer.

Bookends Festival Benderloch runs from September 23-30, 2017.

Taynuilt turns out for 
Bookends pop-up event

Spring in the step at the Rock� eld Centre

A new book, about Tiree, Longships on 
the Sand, has proposed that the West 
Coast island was mainly Norse for at 
least four centuries.

This conclusion comes from an 
analysis of place-names. The Ordnance 
Survey collected more than 600 place-
names from Tiree – a higher density 
than on any other West Coast island.

GP John Holliday was, until recently, 
the island’s doctor for 30 years. In that 
time he collected more than 2,500 ad-
ditional place-names. Of these, around 
250 seem to come from the Norse, 
although some are cunningly disguised.

Using these names, Dr Holliday has 
reconstructed how the island was set-
tled by the Vikings soon after 800, what 
Scandinavian Tiree looked like and how 
Norse gave way to Gaelic again in the 
14th or 15th centuries.

Resettlement by the MacDonalds, 
MacLeans and MacKinnons was slow 
and piecemeal, with the township of 

Hough retaining a large number of 
Norse names, while nearby Middleton 
contains none.

The book contains a full introduction, 
dealing with the island itself, medieval 
farming practices and the history of the 
western seaboard of Scotland during 
the period.

At 483 pages, it is not a light read, 
but the book adds to the work of Alan 
Macniven on Islay in showing that the 
islands of the southern Hebrides were 
colonised early and completely by the 
Viking raiders of the ninth century, and 
that this influence lasted much longer 
than previously realised because of the 
island’s fertility and strategic location 
on the sea lanes to Ireland.

Longships on the Sand is the first book 
published by An Iodhlann Press, the 
publishing arm of the island’s historical 
centre.

It is available from outlets on Tiree 
and from www.aniodhlann.org.uk.

Longships on the Sand – an exploration 
of Norse history on the island of Tiree
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Across

7 Picky (6)

8 Latitude (6)

9 Sludgy mix (4)

10 Basic (2-6)

11 Damage metal (7)

13 Instant (5)

15 Highest singer (5)

16 Wickedness (7)

18 Those from East Africa (8)

19 Data (4)

21 Large engined car (3,3)

22 Service provider (6)

Down

1 Old you (4)

2 Fatherland (6,7)

3 Singing in church (7)

4 Is it a mistake to plump cushions? (5)

5 Older person (6,7)

6 Transport up a mountain (5,3)

12 Become too large (8)

14 Sacking (7)

17 Bowed (5)

20 The truth (4)

LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTION
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8 Latitude (6)

9 Sludgy mix (4)

10 Basic (2-6)

11 Damage metal (7)

13 Instant (5)

15 Highest singer (5)

16 Wickedness (7)

18 Those from East Africa (8)

19 Data (4)

21 Large engined car (3,3)

22 Service provider (6)

Down

1 Old you (4)

2 Fatherland (6,7)

3 Singing in church (7)

4 Is it a mistake to plump cushions? (5)

5 Older person (6,7)

6 Transport up a mountain (5,3)

12 Become too large (8)

14 Sacking (7)

17 Bowed (5)

20 The truth (4)
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7 Picky (6)

8 Latitude (6)

9 Sludgy mix (4)

10 Basic (2-6)

11 Damage metal (7)

13 Instant (5)

15 Highest singer (5)

16 Wickedness (7)

18 Those from East Africa (8)

19 Data (4)

21 Large engined car (3,3)

22 Service provider (6)

Down

1 Old you (4)

2 Fatherland (6,7)

3 Singing in church (7)

4 Is it a mistake to plump cushions? (5)

5 Older person (6,7)

6 Transport up a mountain (5,3)

12 Become too large (8)

14 Sacking (7)

17 Bowed (5)

20 The truth (4)
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Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be first correct entry drawn after 
closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Promoter reserves the right to request post publicity. Indicate if you do not wish to receive further information from 
promoter. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. 

To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone number and email 
address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at 
www.scottishfield.co.uk Closing date, unless otherwise stated, is 28 February 2017.

WIN 
AN OVERNIGHT STAY FOR TWO PEOPLE AT DOUNESIDE HOUSE IN A PREMIER ROOM WITH BREAKFAST 

AND FULL ACCESS TO THE DOUNESIDE HEALTH CLUB

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question:  
What is the name of Douneside’s Head Chef?

Douneside House is situated in the Scottish Highlands, steeped 
in history and full of character.

Its breath-taking location, coupled with luxurious 
accommodation, outstanding facilities and a passionate, 
attentive team dedicated to indulging your every whim, will 
ensure that your stay is a truly memorable one.

Guests can take full advantage of on-site health club with 
pool, sauna, steam room and gym.

The award-winning Head Chef, David Butters, has created 
a menu offering a true Scottish dining experience which 
showcases seasonal, locally sourced produce, perfectly matched 
by an extensive wine and whisky list.

The Buccleuch Arms is an historic Coaching Inn established in 1836 and situated in the stunning Borders town of St Boswells. 
The Buccleuch Arms is close to fabulous scenery and walks, delightful market towns and yet only one hour from Edinburgh and 
Newcastle. This is your chance to win a stay in one of 19 ensuite bedrooms and enjoy a meal in the award-winning Blue Coo bistrot.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: In what year was The Buccleuch  
Arms established?

WIN 
AN OVERNIGHT STAY FOR TWO PEOPLE AT THE BUCCLEUCH ARMS SHARING A CLASSIC ROOM WITH A 

FULL SCOTTISH BREAKFAST AND A DINNER VOUCHER

Terms and Conditions apply

To be redeemed by 30 June 2017

165_sf02.indd   165 21/12/2016   15:34:21

To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone number and email address to Wyvex Media Ltd, Competitions, Fettes 
Park, 496 Ferry Road, Edinburgh EH5 2DL. Closing date, unless otherwise stated, is 28 February 2017.Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Wyvex Media 
Ltd, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be first correct entry drawn after closing 
date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Promoter reserves the right to request post publicity. Indicate if you do not wish 
to receive further information from promoter. Usual Wyvex Media rules apply.

A special presentation of 
a heart rendering film on 
the situation in Palestine 
will be shown at Oban 
Phoenix Cinema on 
Wednesday February 22.

The Forgotten, will be 
screened in the com-
munity-owned cinema 
with activist and director 
Jon Pullman who will 
take questions after the 

screening.  The film 
is presented by Oban 
Concern for Palestine, a 
group of Argyll residents 
who share an interest 
in the welfare of the 

people of Palestine. The 
group showed Children 
in Chains in 2014 by the 
same director.

Tickets are £5 from 
Oban Phoenix Cinema.

Oban concern for Palestine

Ballet West launches Swan Lake tour

An Comunn Gàidhealach
Meur Chruachain (Taynuilt Branch)

Fifth Winter Ceilidh
Fear an Taighe – Rev Brian Wilkinson     Piper – Rhuaraidh Edwards

Singers for the evening
Lochaber Gaelic Choir

Conductor- Rachel Walker     Sileas Sinclair – Accordion
Deirdre Ann Beck - Fiddle     The Isla Sinclair Dancers

Taynuilt Village Hall
Saturday 18th February 2017, 7.30pm

Admission £4.00, Members £3.00, Children £2.00
Tea and Raffle. A warm welcome is extended to all

Funds collected promote the Gaelic Language, Music and Culture

Oban & Lorn Lions Club

Charities Day
Saturday 10th June

Stall booking forms available from Hannahs, 
Stevenson Street and Webster of Oban 
Photographic Centre, George Street.  

Further details telephone 07880535550, 
email oban3108@aol.com

NETHERLORN PIPING 
SOCIETY

Performance by
Top Class Piper
Angus Nicolson 

Supported by 
Angus MacColl’s pupils

Wednesday 22nd 
February 2017

Argyllshire Gathering Halls 
at 7.30pm

Entry: Adults £3:  
Children Free

Lead dancer Jonathan Barton 
Prince and talented second 
year student Uya Hiromoto 

from Japan in the role of 
Odette in Ballet West’s 

production of Swan Lake.

Dancers perform their 
opening sequence. 
All pictures: Kevin McGlynn 

A BALLET performance 
showing off all the out-
standing and amazing 
pupils at Taynuilt-based 
Ballet West was held on 
Friday February 9.

Swan Lake was a sell-out 
affair and attracted an 
audience from all over 
the UK to come and see 
the dancers from the 
renowned school.

The tour of the show con-
tinues with performances 
in Glasgow, Greenock, 
Livingston and finishing in 
Edinburgh this Saturday, 
February 18.

Dancers strut their stu�  in the opening sequence.

Daniel Craik from Oban, one of the 
outreach students at Ballet West, was 

delighted to be taking part in the 
production.

Far left: Emma 
Thomas lead in the 

Mazurka in Swan Lake. 
Left: The very � t and 
agile Oscar Ward in 
the roll of Benno, a 

name for the future in 
Swan Lake.
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Friday 17 – Thursday 23 February 
DENIAL | 12A | 130 MIN
Fri: 17:00, Sat; 15:30, Sun: 20:20, Mon: 18:45, Tue: 19:45, 
Wed: 18:45, Thu: 18:45
Parent and baby screening: Tue: 11:30
Based on the acclaimed book, DENIAL recounts Deborah 
E. Lipstadt’s legal battle for historical truth against David 
Irving, who accused her of libel when she declared him a 
Holocaust denier. It was up to Lipstadt and her legal team 
to prove the essential truth that the Holocaust occurred.

DISNEY’S NEWSIES: THE BROADWAY MUSICAL | 
PG | 150 MIN
Sun: 19:00
Seize the day! ‘Newsies – The Broadway Musical’ is coming 
to cinemas for one day only on Sunday 19 February 2017. 
Filmed live on stage and based on a true story, Newsies is 
the rousing tale of Jack Kelly, a charismatic newsboy and 
leader of a ragged band of teenage ‘Newsies,’ who dreams 
only of a better life far from the hardship of the streets.

HACKSAW RIDGE | 15 | 159 MIN
Fri: 19:30, Sat: 19:45, Sun: 16:00, Mon: 18:15, Tue, Wed: 
19:30, Thu: 18:15
WWII American Army Medic Desmond T. Doss, who served 
during the Battle of Okinawa, refuses to kill people and 
becomes the � rst Conscientious Objector in American 
history to be awarded the Medal of Honor.

JACKIE | 15 | 120 MIN
Fri: 19:30, Sat: 18:00, Mon: 21:15, Thu: 21:15
JACKIE is a searing and intimate portrait of one of the 
most important and tragic moments in American history, 
seen through the eyes of the iconic First Lady, then Jac-
queline Bouvier Kennedy (Natalie Portman). JACKIE places 
us in her world during the days immediately following her 
husband’s assassination. 

KIDS CLUB: BALLERINA | U | 119 MIN
Sat: 11:00
Children’s animation. Set in 1879 Paris. An orphan girl 
dreams of becoming a ballerina and � ees her rural 
Brittany for Paris, where she passes for someone else and 
accedes to the position of pupil at the Grand Opera house.

LA LA LAND | 12A | 148 MIN
Fri: 13:00, Sat: 17:00, Sun: 17:45, Mon: 16:00, Tue: 17:00 
Wed, Thu: 16:00
Mia, an aspiring actress, serves lattes to movie stars in 
between auditions and Sebastian, a jazz musician, scrapes 
by playing cocktail party gigs in dingy bars, but as success 
mounts they are faced with decisions that begin to fray 
the fragile fabric of their love a� air, and the dreams they 
worked so hard to maintain in each other threaten to rip 
them apart.

MANCHESTER BY THE SEA | 15 | 157 MIN
Silver screening: Sun: 12:45
An uncle is forced to take care of his teenage nephew 
after the boy’s father dies.

SING | U | 128 MIN
Fri: 17:00, Sat: 12:00, 13:15, Sun: 13:30, Mon: 16:00, Wed: 
15:45 Thu: 16:00
3D: Fri: 13:30, Sat: 14:30, Sun: 11:00, Tue: 17:00
A koala named Buster recruits his best friend to help him 
drum up business for his theatre by hosting a singing 
competition.

T2: TRAINSPOTTING | 18 | 135 MIN
Sat: 20:15, Mon: 21:00, Wed: 21: 15, Thu: 21:00
First there was an opportunity......then there was a betray-
al. Twenty years have gone by. Much has changed but just 
as much remains the same. Mark Renton (Ewan McGregor) 
returns to the only place he can ever call home.

THE FORGOTTEN | 12A | 60 MIN
Wed: 18:00
John Pullman’s powerful documentary about Palestine’s 
forgotten children.
After the show at the Rowantree, bring your own Palestini-
an themed food and have a chat with Jon, the director.
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In which area of Mull will you find Isle of Mull Hotel & Spa? 
a) Fionnphort b) Calgary c) Craignure 

Isle of Mull Hotel & Spa, Craignure, 
has partnered with organic Scot-
tish Skincare brand ishga whose 
spa products harness the proper-
ties of seaweed hand-picked from 
the very waters that surround the 
Hebridean islands. To celebrate the 
new partnership, the hotel and spa 
is offering one lucky Oban Times 
reader the chance to experience a 
night’s dinner, bed and breakfast 

for two at the hotel plus a free spa 
treatment using the wonderful 
ishga products.  
The winner can immerse them-
selves in the hotel’s idyllic island 
location, take in the breath-taking 
views of Craignure Bay from the hot 
tub and indulge in an ishga skincare 
treatment which makes use of natu-
ral products from the neighbouring 
island of Lewis.  To see the full list 

of treatments on offer, visit www.
crerarhotels.com/mull. To enter, 
simply answer this easy question, 
complete the form below and post 
it to The Oban Times, Isle of Mull 
Hotel competition, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll, PA34 4HB. Entries must be 
received by midnight, Wednesday  
March 1. The winner must be aged 
18 or over.  

Terms and conditions: Over 18s only. Subject to availability. The prize must be booked in advance and used by 16th 
June 2017.  Winners with the correct answer will be selected at random after the closing date. The prize is not trans-
ferable or redeemable for cash equivalent.  The Editor’s decision is � nal. Photocopied entries will not be accepted. 
Winners may be asked to take part in publicity and may appear in a Wyvex Media publication and website. The 
competition is not open to Wyvex Media and associated company employees and their families. Digital subscribers 
can enter by post by sending us a letter with your answer, contact details and email address, along with a note to 
explain that you are a digital subscriber. The closing date for entries is midnight, Wednesday March 1, 2017.

WIN an overnight stay at 
Isle of Mull Hotel & Spa

Answer................................................... ...............................................
Name..................................................... ................................................
Address ..............................................................................................
..............................................................Postcode ..................................
Telephone..............................................Mobile ....................................
Email ..................................................................................................
The Oban Times would like to send you information on promotions and special offers. Tick here if you 
would NOT like to be contacted 
By entering the competition you agree that Crerar Hotels may contact you once. You have the right to 
opt out of any further communication at any time. 

ISLE OF MULL 
HOTEL & SPA

C R A I G N U R E  B A Y

OPENING
DOORS TO

SCOTLAND

Community Radio - 
your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk 
or call us on 01631 570057

For requests, competitions or questions please 

your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 

MONDAY: 08:00 AM on FM, 08:10 Breakfast Show, 
09:00 Monday Morning with Stephen, 11:00 
Ian Simmonds on Monday, 13:00 Clyde 2 17:00 
Drivetime, 18:00 Drivetime, 19:00 Rosie’s Highland 
Fling with Rosie Macoll, 20:00 John McLuckie’s 
Show, 21:00 David Cullen Show, 23:00 station close, 
midnight Clyde 2 
TUESDAY: 08:00 AM on FM, 08:10 Breakfast Show, 
10:00 Ken Hunter’s Tuesday Morning, 13:00 Macky 
on FM, 15:00 Clyde 2 17:00 Drivetime with Jim 
Lynch, 19:00 Highest Praise with Stuart Chalmers, 
20:00 Elaine Lamb, 22:00 Northern Soul with 
Gordon Cove, midnight Clyde 2.
WEDNESDAY: 08:00 AM on FM, 08:10 Breakfast 
Show, 09:00 Sound Scottish Repeat, 10:00 Comfort 
Zone with Doug Carmichael, 11:00 Comfort Zone, 
12:00 Comfort Zone, 13:00 Clyde 2 15:00 Elaine 
Lamb, 17:00 Drivetime, 17:30 Drivetime with 
Campbell Cameron, 19:00 Country Meets Rock 
& Roll with Len & Ken, 21:00 Gordon’s Grooves, 
midnight Clyde 2. 
THURSDAY: 08:00 Breakfast with Laura, 10:00 
Molly’s Mix with Molly Black, 13:00 Elaine’s Time 
Capsule, 15:00 Gordon Covey, 17:00 Drivetime with 
Stephen McPhee, 19:00 Christine’s Collection, 21:00 
Ann’s Ceilidh, 22:00 Margo till midnight, midnight 
Clyde 2. 
FRIDAY: 08:00 Breakfast with Laura, 10:00 Teeny 
and Tiny, 13:00 Clyde 2 17:00 Drive Show with Jim 
Lynch, 18:45 Sports View, 19:00 Country meets 
Country with Jackie Craig, 20:00 Lewis Binham. 
SATURDAY: 08:00 Breakfast show with Archie 
Darling, 10:00 Saturday Morning Live with Linda 
Cosher, 13:00 Clyde 2 18:00 Sports View with 
the Dream Team, 19:00 Sounds Scottish with 
Archie Darling, 20:00 Dave Lewis, 22:00 Margo till 
midnight, midnight Clyde 2. 
SUNDAY: 09:00 Sunday morning with Breege, 
11:00 Sunday Morning with Archie, 12:00 Sunday 
Brunch, 13:00 Clyde 2 16:30 Archie Darling, 18:00 
Ken’s Friends with Ken Hunter, 19:00 New Country 
Show with David Entwhistle, 21:00 Drum & Bass with 
Graham Scott, 23:00 Station close, midnight Clyde 2.

Your local radio listings

Glasgow Letter ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

Mull and Iona 
Gathering this Friday

The Mull and Iona annual gath-
ering will be held in the Glasgow 
University Union this Friday 
February 17 at 7.30pm and what a 
night the new-look committee has 
in prospect for us. 

One aspect of the Mull and 
Iona evenings that I have always 
enjoyed is Charlie Kirkpatrick’s 
patter. Although Charlie stood 
down as president last year after 
11 years in the position, it is great 
to hear that he will be chairing 
this year’s event and the audience 
will, therefore, not miss out on his 
great one-liners. 

I wrote a number of weeks ago 

that the new president, my Tide 
Lines band-mate Ross Wilson, is a 
fantastic choice of president for the 
association, in my opinion. 

There have been big changes to 
the committee as a whole. Catriona 
Currie, from Tobermory, takes 
over as secretary from Elizabeth 
Graham, and Alasdair MacKellar, 
from Bunessan, replaces Hugh 
Lennie. The Mull and Iona is 
always a cracker – and the line-up 
for this year’s concert looks very 
exciting indeed.

I am very much looking forward 
to singing at the concert alongside 
Ewen Henderson, of Mànran, and 
the current Mòd gold medallists, 
Hector MacKechnie and Carol 
Maclean. I sang with Carol at a ce-
ilidh in Perth last weekend. Poor 
Carol was just through visiting 

her sister and was only intending 
enjoying the ceilidh from the audi-
ence. Little did she expect to have 
to give a song but such is the life of 
the reigning Mòd medallist. I am 
looking forward to singing on the 
same stage as Carol again under 
less random circumstances. 

After the concert, Trail West 
will play for dancing long into the 
night. By that stage, I dare say 
the new president and committee 
members might partake in a dram 
or two to mark the end of their 
first gathering at the helm of the 
association – and I think I might 
just join them. 

Tickets for the concert are £8, 
the dance £10, and a ticket for 
both is £12. Tickets available at 
the door, or from themullandio-
na@gmail.com.

Na h-Oganaich
The subject of my column last week 
was the Na h-Òganaich concert in 
the CCA but, unfortunately, the 
wrong column was printed. Read-
ers will be delighted to hear that the 
Na h-Òganaich gig was a sell-out 
and that, to the benefit of everyone’s 
health, the Park Bar 50th anniver-
sary evening did not happen twice. 

What’s on
Saturday February 18: The High-
landers’ Club Dance in Partick 
Burgh Hall to the music of Charlie 
Kirkpatrick’s Band; 8pm-11pm, £9 
membership at the door, bar. 

Friday February 24: Glasgow 
Islay Gaelic Choir annual concert 
at 7.30pm in the Westerton Hall, 
Bearsden. 

Friday February 24: Glasgow 
Uist and Barra ceilidh dance in 
the Crawford Hall, Beith Street.

Saturday February 25: Glasgow 
Skye Association tatties and her-
ring evening (Buntata ’s Sgadan) 
in the Crawford Hall, Beith 
Street, 7.30pm. 

Pub Scene
Park Bar
Friday February 17: Scott Harvey.
Saturday February 18: Gunna 
Sound.
Sunday February 19: Martainn 
Skene.

Islay Inn
Friday February 17: Crooked 
Reel.
Saturday February 18: The 
Raggaels.

On Thursday February 2, Celtic Connections 
hosted the launch of ERA, a new solo album 
by Gary Innes. Robert Robertson recounts 
the success story of the album’s single, The 
Caman Man, released the previous week.

Towards the tail end of last year, I received 
a phone call from Gary asking if I would pop 
round and hear a song he had written, and 
whether I would consider singing it on his 
forthcoming solo album. A matter of months 
later, Friday January 27, The Caman Man 
was released as a single and rocketed up the 
iTunes UK official download charts to the 
giddy heights of number 56, while hitting 
number one spot in the World Music charts. 

No-one was more surprised than Gary (who 
had intended it more as a personal account 
of his shinty retirement than a commercial 
venture), but the single’s success represents 
proof of both the unassailable link between 
shinty and traditional music, and the huge 
influence Highland music lovers and shinty 
fans alike can exert on the UK charts. I keep 
a fairly close eye on the movements of the 
download charts, and the appearance of a 
genre outwith the popular mainstream is 
not particularly common – or, I should say, 
not particularly caman! Yet, in recent years, 
there has been a pretty constant stream of 
chart hits rolling out of the Highlands. In 
early January, Skipinnish’s fantastic new sin-
gle Alive shot into the top 40 most deservedly. 
In previous years, there have been songs such 
as Walking on the Waves, Far Side of the World, 
Fergie MacDonald’s legendary Shinty Referee 
and, who can forget, Gary’s own Latha Math 
with Mànran. It is wonderful that West Coast 
music can benefit from such phenomenal 
support. 

Singing on the single was a real honour for 
me for a number of reasons – related both to 
shinty and to music.

In terms of shinty, I should perhaps at 
this point admit a degree of fraudulence. I 
have never actually played the game myself, 
so singing Gary’s heartfelt words perhaps 
makes me something of an impostor. Com-
ing from the Fort William area, however, I 
always maintain an interest in what is going 
on in the game. Some of the footage in the 
video, which was expertly put together by 

Norman Strachan, features that famous 
Camanachd Cup final from 2005 in which 
local rivals Fort William and Kilmallie went 
head to head at An Aird park. I was ill that 
day with flu and my father (not really a big 
shinty man) went to the game himself. Dad 
phoned the house at half-time and told my 
mother to get me out of bed and down to the 
game to experience the atmosphere. Mum 
did just that, and what a great spectacle it 
was to behold – even with a head that felt 
like it had been clattered by a caman. My 
flu must have been contagious, because my 
dad awoke the following morning with a 
similarly inexplicable headache.

Growing up, I always deemed it wise to keep 
my shinty-supporting cards close to my chest. 
With Fort William captain Niall MacPhee 
my next door neighbour in Tomacharich, 
and Gary himself one of my musical idols, I 
was strongly inclined to vouch for the yellow 
and black. I went to Banavie Primary School, 
however, where my peers were all Kilmallie 
fans, so I almost felt obliged at times to cheer 
for the Fort’s big rivals. Shinty, however, was 
never a life or death thing for me, as it is to 
so many others in the Highlands, including 
Gary. 

When one considers how much shinty 
means to Gary, The Caman Man takes on a 
profoundly deep significance. His lyrics are 
beautifully nostalgic and very emotionally 
charged – and they display how difficult his 
decision to retire must have been. 

The link between shinty and traditional 
music has always been strong. Runrig’s Clash 
of the Ash – a record on which Gary played 
the famous accordion riff – remains a cult hit 
in the shinty world. 

I have often played a version of it at shinty 
ceilidhs in the Glasgow University Union, in 
the Park Bar when a shinty night out stum-
bles in and (most recently) in Tradewinds last 
year when the Lochaber shinty girls came 
in having just won the women’s Camanachd 
Cup. They ended up dancing on top of the 
pool table when we played that song. The 
melody and the lyrics of The Caman Man are 
perhaps equally anthemic. 

When I was 11 years old, I bought Gary’s 
first solo album from the BP garage at Lochy-

Gary Innes, an appreciation, by Robert Robertson
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the fragile fabric of their love a� air, and the dreams they 
worked so hard to maintain in each other threaten to rip 
them apart.

MANCHESTER BY THE SEA | 15 | 157 MIN
Silver screening: Sun: 12:45
An uncle is forced to take care of his teenage nephew 
after the boy’s father dies.

SING | U | 128 MIN
Fri: 17:00, Sat: 12:00, 13:15, Sun: 13:30, Mon: 16:00, Wed: 
15:45 Thu: 16:00
3D: Fri: 13:30, Sat: 14:30, Sun: 11:00, Tue: 17:00
A koala named Buster recruits his best friend to help him 
drum up business for his theatre by hosting a singing 
competition.

T2: TRAINSPOTTING | 18 | 135 MIN
Sat: 20:15, Mon: 21:00, Wed: 21: 15, Thu: 21:00
First there was an opportunity......then there was a betray-
al. Twenty years have gone by. Much has changed but just 
as much remains the same. Mark Renton (Ewan McGregor) 
returns to the only place he can ever call home.

RAIN DROPS IN OBAN

Each drop of rain that falls
speaks to me of tide, time and end-

less seas.
Of places longing for their 

touch
and others wishing they would 

cease.
As they fall and slide upon my 

window pane,
tapping sounds of gentle rain,
I feel a world connected,
quivering leaf, a playful child,

The beast of burden, those 

running wild.
Those at war and those in pain

Those in greed seeking happi-

ness in vain.
Those who have found their 

place of peace
Those who serve and fi nd love there.

And in this ebb and fl ow of life

Eternal rain drops that we share.

JANE HEWITT  OBAN

To submit your poetry or writing for Write Turn, email lglen@obantimes.co.uk. 
Entries should be no more than 600 words.

bridge. Gary, if you are reading this article, 
I apologise if that sentence makes you feel 
old. In those years, How’s the Craic? ranked 
among my favourite albums. Not only was it 
an incredibly exciting brand of trad music (I 
don’t think I had ever heard reels played so 
fast, and I spent hours trying to put triplets 
and grace notes in the impossible places 
Gary was putting them), but it also made 
accordion playing cool among my classmates 
– something that benefited my street cred 
and that of many other young accordion 
players the Highlands over. If someone had 
told me back then that I would be singing on 
Gary’s second album, I would probably have 
stopped practicing immediately – assuming 
I had made it as high as anyone could reach 
in the music industry. In seriousness, it was 

an offer from Gary that I was never going to 
turn down.

To spend the afternoon in the studio with 
some of the first class musicians on the 
album (Hamish Napier, Ali Hutton, Steve 
Byrnes, and producer Gus Stirrat) was also 
a great privilege and I knew as soon as we 
began recording that those guys were going 
to produce a fantastic product. The whole 
thing has been a pleasure to be involved in 
from start to finish - and the launch in the 
Drygate Brewery last Thursday was great 
fun. I hope my singing has done justice to a 
song that not only describes one man’s shinty 
career but encapsulates the special place in 
our highland culture uniquely held by both 
shinty and music.
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Reduced carbon footprint 
fetes
Hosting an incredible 
wedding while also reducing 
the carbon footprint is 
on trend in 2017. For food 
and � owers, opt for in 
season and locally sourced. 
Earth-friendly invitations can 
be made by printing with 
soy-based inks on recycled 
paper. For place cards, 
forget the paper and have 
a calligrapher write each 
guest's name on stones that 
can be kept as personalised 
favours afterwards. Once 
the guests have gone home, 
don't throw out the � owers. 
Donate them to a hospital or 
nursing home to spread joy 
to others.

Ask for what you really 
want
From cash to camping 
gear and even museum 
memberships, couples can 
ask for just about anything 
today – including supporting 
a cause close to their hearts. 
Charity registries are on 
the rise and couples can 
register for a charity on 
TheKnot.com. For each gift 
purchased, The Knot will 
donate to their chosen cause.

The ultimate guest gifting 
lounge
This fun twist on the hotel 
welcome bag is ideal for 
destination weddings. 
Instead of stu�  ng and 
delivering them yourself, 
let your guests do the work. 

Set up a room full of swag 
like snacks, drinks and local 
sweet treats and let guests 
choose their favourite items. 
This also gives you the 
opportunity to meet and 
greet guests in person when 
they arrive.

Icebreaker guest games
Weddings today are often 
an all-weekend a� air, so it's 
essential your guests meet 
and get to know each other. 
What better way to get your 
guests mixing and mingling 
than with the ultimate 
grown-up icebreaker: games. 
Personalized ‘mad libs’ 
about your � rst encounter 
and crossword puzzles that 
keep guests guessing your 
favourite date spot are great 
ways to break the ice before 
the ceremony or during the 
cocktail hour. Lawn games 
like croquet, horseshoes 
and corn hole are perfect for 
promoting new friendship 
at an outdoors wedding or 
cocktail hour.

Exceptional entertainment
When it comes to 
entertainment, couples are 
pulling out all the stops 
to entertain their guests. 
Aerialists, acrobats, live 
painters and even choirs 
belting out Beyoncé 
have made their way into 
weddings. If that's too 
trendy, try a traditional route 
with music, but pair it with a 
performance – like a classical 
quartet and ballerinas in 

tutus. Have a noise ordinance 
at your outdoor locale? Host 
a ‘silent disco’ where guests 
wear headphones and dance 
to their own beat.

One with nature
If you      can't celebrate under 
the stars, bring the outside 
in. Add oversize potted 
trees and shrubbery to a 
ballroom for an enchanted 
forest look. Natural elements 
like wood and stone can 
be incorporated into your 
table settings, and hanging 
� owers over tables or the 
dance � oor creates an instant 
wow factor.

Image mapping 
technology
Want to turn your indoor 
venue into a lush garden, 
but don't have the budget 
for thousands of � owers 
and potted trees? Try a new 
projection technology called 
image mapping that allows 
you to transform a space 
with lighting and moving 
pictures. Give your ceremony 
and reception its own special 
vibe by changing scenes 
from one to the next. You 
can even use this technology 
on your wedding cake. 
Not only is this trend tech 
forward, it bene� ts the 
environment and will save 
you money on � owers and 
décor.

Metallic dresses and 
breezy silhouettes
Metallic dresses – think 
tasteful gold threading and 
silver beading – � ooded 
the runways during Bridal 
Fashion Week. Wearing a 
metallic dress may seem 
like a bold move, but it's 
perfect for a sophisticated, 
evening a� air. Also big this 
year, e� ortless dresses with 
� owing fabrics. They're a 
must-have for providing a 
lightweight, ethereal vibe 
for destination weddings or 
even to wear for a second 

look. Detachable skirts, 
� oral embellishments and 
o� -the-shoulder looks will 
also make an appearance on 
the aisle.

Formal portrait studios
There's a new twist on the 
traditional photo booth: 
portrait studios. Just like 
the traditional photo 
booth, there's a designated 
space and sometimes 
props, but instead of 
posing with feather boas 
and silly sunglasses, a live 
photographer asks you 
to vogue for the camera. 
The result is a glamorous, 
intimate portrait in your 
� nest attire. Also in for 2017 
is the live illustrator who 
walks the party sketching 
guests throughout the night.

Translucent cakes
The new take on the naked 
cake is the translucent cake. 
Instead of totally bare tiers, 
translucent cakes have a 
thin veil of frosting with just 
a bit of the cake showing. 
Typically iced in buttercream, 
these sweet delights are 
topped with fresh � owers or 
in-season fruits that hint at 
the � avours of the cake � lling.

Furry friends
The hottest wedding guests 
of 2017 have four legs 
and supersoft coats. From 
bunnies and donkeys to 
llamas and pigs, couples 
having rustic barn weddings 
are incorporating farm 
animals into the wedding 
day.

A movable feast
With food trucks and passed 
multi-course meals, the 
sit-down dinner is starting 
to be replaced with more 
interactive options. Set up 
stations that feature your 
favourite foods, like a raw bar 
with a waiter live-shucking 
oysters or wine and cheese 
pairings with an onsite 
sommelier. If you don't want 
to forego a plated dinner, 
host a cool cocktail hour and 
serve the main meal family 
style for a twist on tradition.

Editorial courtesy of TheKnot.com

WEDDINGS ON ISLAY

Left: Examples of 
the personalised 
wedding favours and 
gifts available from 
Cadenhead Whisky 
Shop & Distilleries. 

Loch Gorm House
This peaceful and tranquil place is a perfect destination 

for a short or long break and an ideal location from which 
to explore the beautiful island of Islay.

Telephone:  01496 850139 or 07775 666850
Follow us on Twitter

Your Islay wedding all wrapped up 

Chatterbox Flowers
� ere are so many di� erent shades, textures, styles and 

designs to consider.
� e bridal bouquet is perhaps the � rst and most 

important choice. 
Speak to Fiona to discuss your needs.

Telephone:  01496 850139 or 07775 666850

Wedding trends for 2017Islay lies off the West Coast of Scotland, within the group 
of islands known as the Inner Hebrides. Islay, the ‘Jewel 
of the Hebrides’ was once the seat of the Lord of the Isles; 
the ruins of their council buildings can still be seen today 
on an island in the middle of Loch Finlaggan.

Where to get married on Islay?
There are lots of beautiful locations on Islay to choose from and 
you can pick any one of them, whether it be one of Islay’s glorious 
beaches or a working distillery. The choice is yours. Options include 
Ionad Chaluim Chille Ile, Port Mor and Finlaggan.

Port Mor
This community facility is in the beautiful conservation village of 
Port Charlotte. Marriages can take place in the grounds around the 
centre which include a small beach, campsite and football pitches. In 
the event of bad weather, the centre boasts a beautiful glass-fronted 
room with fantastic views across Lochindaal to the Mull of Oa.

Loch Gorm House
Loch Gorm House is a luxury Scottish Tourist Board recommended 
fi ve-star gold bed and breakfast guesthouse on the beautiful Isle 
of Islay. Loch Gorm House was recently refurbished and all of the 
rooms offer well-appointed accommodation, some with spectacular 
sea views across Loch Indaal.

Chatterbox Flowers
The Isle of Islay brims with Highland beauty at every turn, especially 
in its ‘machair’ dune areas, where wildfl owers burst into life each 
spring. In fact, there are a number of uncommon species that thrive 
on Islay. We can tailor your bridal bouquet to suit your specifi cations 
including exotic, wild and seasonal fl owers.
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Q. Can 
anyone 

be married 
in a Church of 

Scotland church?

A. The Church 
of Scotland 

is 'national', in that 
every district has its 

parish church. The parish 
minister is willing to discuss 
conducting marriage 

for any member of the 
parish. If you are not 
a church member, 
the minister will want 
to discuss with you 

whether a religious 
ceremony is what 

you are looking for, 
whether it will have 

meaning for you and 
whether he or she agrees 

it is appropriate in your 
situation.

Q. Can divorced 
people be 

remarried in the 
Church of Scotland?

A. Marriage is not 
understood in the 

Church of Scotland to be a 
sacrament, and therefore 

binding forever. A minister 
may therefore conduct the 
marriage of a divorced 
person whose former 
spouse is still alive. He or 
she, however, will wish to 
be certain that problems 

which gave rise to the � rst divorce are 
not likely to be repeated. The future 
wellbeing of children from the � rst 
marriage is also taken into account. 
The � nal decision rests with the 
minister concerned.

Q. Can people come from 
outwith Scotland to be 

married in a Church of Scotland 
church?

A. Yes, this is possible. Marriage 
in Scotland takes place under 

Scots law, and those people who satisfy 
its requirements may be married. 
However, the local minister also has 
to agree to conduct the wedding. In 
practice, some ministers are not able 
to marry everyone who comes from 
outwith their parish; some locations 
have a very high demand for weddings 
and it is not possible to � t these in as 
well as more immediate parish duties. 
In all cases, a minister will wish to 
interview a couple before agreeing to 
marry them, so that he or she is satis� ed 
that a religious ceremony is appropriate. 
It is helpful if the couple have a reason 
for approaching a particular parish 
minister – family, knowledge of the 
place, etc. The minister may suggest 
that the couple arrange for their own 
minister to conduct the wedding.

Q. Can a minister of another 
church conduct a 

wedding in Scotland?

A. Yes, if the Scottish registrar is 
willing to accept him or her. 

The minister of the church in which the 
marriage is to be celebrated would also 
need to give approval.

Q. Is it true that a minister 
can marry a couple 

anywhere?

A. Yes, it is also possible for civil 
weddings to be carried out by 

registrars outside registry o�  ces in 
approved venues.

Q. What should I do 
next?

A. It is important to arrange a 
date with a minister before 

making other arrangements. The 
local registrar should be approached 
not more than three months and 
not later than a fortnight before the 
date of the wedding. The intention 
to be wed will be displayed at the 
registrar’s o�  ce and, if no objections 
are lodged, a marriage schedule will 
be issued, which must be produced at 
the wedding for signing. This is then 
returned to the registrar’s o�  ce which 
will then issue the marriage certi� cate.

Q. What if I am marrying a 
person of another faith?

A. People of any faith or none 
can be married in a Church 

of Scotland church, as long as the 
minister agrees and both are happy 
with the marriage service used by the 
minister. It is probably wise to discuss 
your plans with your own faith 

leader, so that you will be aware of the 
implications of your decision.

Further information
You can visit the General Registrar 
O�  ce for Scotland website 
www.gro-scotland.gov.uk for more 
information about legal requirements 
for all weddings.

The churches in Scotland
The Church of Scotland has a similar 
role in Scotland to the Church of 
England south of the border, but it is 
most similar in style of worship and 
the way it is organised to the United 
Reformed Church.

Other Scottish churches are: the 
Scottish Episcopal Church, which is 
in communion with the Church of 
England; the United Free Church; 
the Methodist Church; the United 
Reformed Church; the Baptist Church; 
and the Roman Catholic Church. In 
the Highlands and Islands, mainly, 
there are other denominations which, 
like the Church of Scotland, are 
Presbyterian. 

Depending on your own 
background, one of those other 
churches may be more appropriate 
for you.

Editorial courtesy of Church of Scotland

Questions about marriage in the Church of Scotland
Please note this advice applies to getting married in Scotland. For a wedding 
in a Church of Scotland church in England, the law may be di� erent and the 
minister should be contacted early on to ensure legal requirements there can 
be met.
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Carrs Loch Lomond
Carrs Loch Lomond pride 
themselves on helping to make your 
wedding day uniquely beautiful and 
special, with their luxurious � eet of 
exquisite wedding cars. 
Whether you are looking for traditional wedding car hire or a more 
contemporary option, they have something to cater for all tastes. 

ADVERTORIAL
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Record dolphin numbers 
viewed on West Coast
RECORD numbers of three 
dolphin species off Scotland’s 
West Coast were recorded 
by Mull-based conservation 
charity the Hebridean Whale 
and Dolphin Trust in its marine 
research expeditions in 2016.

From the trust’s specialised 
research yacht Silurian, volun-
teers and scientists recorded 
2,303 individual common dol-
phins, 42 bottlenose dolphins 
and 94 Risso’s dolphins – the 
figures for all three species 
being the highest ever recorded 
in its annual survey seasons.

Average annual figures 
documented over the previous 
14 years were 463 individual 
common dolphins, 14 bottle-
nose dolphins and 12 Risso’s 
dolphins.

For common dolphins, these 
records range from no individ-
uals encountered in a couple of 
the earlier field seasons to 1,862 
during the 2007 season.

Dr Lauren Hartny-Mills, 
science officer of Hebridean 
Whale and Dolphin Trust, 
said: ‘The reasons for the high 
number of sightings of these 
charismatic dolphin species – 
and the broader effects on the 
marine environment and other 
species – remain unclear.

‘But the intriguing findings 
highlight the importance 
of on-going monitoring and 
research – to strengthen our 
understanding of what is taking 
place in Hebridean waters, and 
to ensure well-informed conser-
vation action.’

 The latest findings were made 
in a research season lasting 
from May to October 2016, as 
part of the trust’s unique long-
term citizen science project 
monitoring whales, dolphins 
and porpoises – collectively 
known as cetaceans – as well as 
basking sharks in the Hebrides.

These annual research surveys 
depend on paying volunteers, 
with 71 welcomed aboard in 
2016 – working with marine 
scientists on visual surveys 
and acoustic monitoring with 
underwater microphones or 

hydrophones, and identifying 
individual cetaceans through 
photography.

The Isle of Mull-based 
organisation now holds data 
from more than 95,000km of 
survey effort. It aims to pass the 
100,000km milestone during 
2017, and it is currently recruit-
ing volunteers to support this 
by working as citizen scientists 
onboard Silurian for periods of 
almost two weeks from April to 
September.

Alison Lomax, director of 
Hebridean Whale and Dolphin 

Trust, said: ‘The impressive 
range of species documented 
in our at-sea surveys last 
year is a powerful reminder 
that Scotland’s West Coast 
ocean environment is home to 
remarkable marine life. Long-
term scientific studies of this 
globally-important habitat and 
its inhabitants are crucial if we 
are to ensure a secure future 
for the Hebrides’ spectacular 
cetaceans.’

During 2016, Silurian – pre-
viously used in filming of the 
BBC’s The Blue Planet series 

– covered more than 5,000 
nautical miles, compared to an 
average of almost 4,000 miles 
annually over the previous 14 
years. Its crew documented 
more than 1,300 cetaceans and 
basking sharks, and recorded 
almost 700 hours of underwater 
detections of cetaceans using 
specialist listening equipment.

Notable highlights included 
a wonderful encounter with a 
humpback whale in the north-
ern Minch – an hour was spent 
with the massive creature lunge 
feeding, tail slapping and swim-
ming under Silurian, alongside 
a large group of common 
dolphins.

Western Scotland’s seas are 
among Europe’s most impor-
tant cetacean habitats. With a 
long, complex coastline, strong 
ocean currents and a variety of 
habitats, the Hebrides is one 
of the UK’s most biologically 
productive areas. So far 24 
of the world’s estimated 92 
cetacean species have been 
recorded in the region – many 
being national and international 
conservation priority species.

Yet marine ecosystems are 
fragile, and cetaceans face 
increasing stress from human 
activities – including climate 
change, entanglement, pol-
lution, underwater noise and 
habitat degradation.

The HWDT on their boat Silurian with Common Dolphins swimming alongside.

Call for PVG 
checks to 
cover sports 
coaches 

Rod levy 
ruled 
out for 
Scotland

New course 
set to rock 
at Lochaber

Climate 
change

Snow far so good as 
skiing season opens

A NATIONAL children’s 
charity has called on the 
Scottish Government to 
consider regulating sports 
coaches to bring them into 
line with other volunteers 
and paid workers with access 
to children.

Due to a loophole in the 
law, sports coaches have not 
been part of the ongoing 
PVG (protecting vulnerable 
groups) checking system for 
adults working with people 
under the age of 18 or vulner-
able adults.

Matt Forde, national head 
of service for NSPCC Scot-
land, said: ‘The PVG system 
has been operational for 
five years and so we want to 
make sure that it is operating 
effectively and consistently, 
that organisations are clear 
when checks are necessary 
and that adults who work with 
children are members of the 
scheme.

‘It is remarkable that roles 
such as sports coaches are not 
considered to be a position of 
trust by law given the signifi-
cant amount of responsibility, 
influence and authority that 
an individual in this role can 
hold in a young person’s life.

‘Sadly, we know that this 
trust can be abused and it 
is therefore vital that this 
legal definition is widened to 
include sports coaches and 
other youth workers, bolster-
ing protection for teenagers 
at risk of grooming once they 
pass the age of consent.

‘There can be no room for 
complacency. Good policies 
need strong and consistent 
application and it is right 
that, particularly in light of 
the recent allegations in foot-
ball, we need to look at what 
more can be done to protect 
and support our children in 
sports settings.’

NEVIS HILLWALKING 
CLUB
MEETING point for walks is 
the car park at the Ben Nevis 
Highland Centre. Departure 
8am. Alternatively, if you want 
to join the group elsewhere, 
contact the co-ordinator.

Sunday February 19: 
Mamores, Sgurr Eilde 
Mor (1008m, Munro – big peak 
of the hind).

This Mamore is situated in 
a spectacular position above 
Coire an Lochain. The walk 
takes in Meall an Doire 
Dhairach, Coire an Lochain as 
well. The co-ordinator is Liz 
Stevenson.

Wednesday February 22: 
Talk by Stuart Moralee at the 
An Drochaid Centre, Claggan 
Road, Fort William, from 
7.30pm.

It is club policy that each walk 
will include an experienced 
member. Walk distances and 
heights of ascent are estimates. 
For more information, please 
visit www.nevishillwalkers.club/
Programmes/Prog2017a.pdf.

LOCHABER AND LORN 
RAMBLERS
WALK leader to be contacted 
beforehand for meet up and 
start times. Car sharing usually 
possible and you can try before 
you buy. 

You can walk three times 
with the club before joining and 
Ramblers’ membership is only 
£3.25 per month or less if paid 
annually or concession.

Thursday February 16: A var-
iation to our usual programme 
with two walks being available. 
Bring a friend along and make 

it a Ramblers taster. Do both 
walks or just one.

Walk 1 – Glen Nevis.
A short walk on either side of 

the River Nevis with one stretch 
of uphill (125m over 1.5km) and 
a short steep descent.

Grade: leisurely
Distance: 8km.
Meet at Fort William (WM 

NN112742) at 8.45am.
Leader: Trevor Jones – 07831 

437454.
Walk 2 – Fort Dun Deardail 
Trail, Glen Nevis.

A walk mainly along Forestry 
tracks to the burned out re-
mains of a Pictish fort. Grade: 
leisurely.

Meet at: Fort William (WM 
NN112742) at 1pm.

Distance: 9.8km.
Leader: Trevor Jones – 07831 

437454.

Saturday February 18: Meall 
an t-Slamain, Camusnagaul, 
Fort William.

Like a sentinel above the 
Narrows between Loch Eil and 
Lochaber, this hill offers great 
views of familiar places, from a 
different perspective.

Grade: moderate.
Distance 10km,
Meet at Longsdale car 

park, Oban (NM862307) 
at 8.40am, at North Balla-
chulish Primary School 
(NN053603) at 9.30am, Spean 
Bridge (WM NN221816) at 
9.30am or at Fort William Ferry 
Slip (NN099738) for 10am 
sailing.

Leader: Rick Atkinson - 01397 
773793 or 07587 549731.

For more information, vis-
it www.lochaberandlorn-ram-
blers.org.uk.

Enjoy beautiful scenery on weekly 
walks around Lorn and Lochaber

Matt Forde.

TWO conservation charities have 
joined forces to share the secrets of one 
of the UK’s richest and most mysteri-
ous habitats – the Celtic rainforest.

The National Trust for Scotland, the 
charity that conserves and promotes 
Scotland’s heritage, and Plantlife Scot-
land, an organisation that is speaking 
up for our wild flowers, plants and fun-
gi, are holding an event at Balmacara 
in Wester Ross which will explore the 
flora that thrives in the damp, ancient 
forests of Scotland.

National Trust for Scotland ranger at 
Balmacara estate, Gavin Skipper said: 
‘You do not have to travel to Brazil 

to experience a rainforest. There 
are amazing examples of the Celtic 
rainforest on Scotland’s West Coast. 
They are teeming with life and just as 
fascinating.

‘We hope that this initiative highlights 
these beautiful habitats to more people 
and encourages them out to explore.’

Polly Phillpot, Plantlife Scotland 
outreach officer, said: ‘Plantlife is de-
lighted to be working with the National 
Trust for Scotland in welcoming people 
to enjoy the mysterious and magical 
world of Scotland’s unique Celtic rain-
forests.

‘We hope that the guided walks and 

leaflet we’re launching will attract 
an increasing amount of people to 
discover the hidden gems of the Celtic 
rainforests – small plants such as the 
tree lungwort lichen or the delicate 
prickly featherwort, which is a species 
of liverwort.

‘Many of the lichens, mosses and 
liverworts that are found in these rain-
forests are very rare in Europe, and 
some are globally important. 

‘Plantlife seeks to shine a brighter 
light on these amazing small plants, 
including rare lichens such as the 
Norwegian specklebelly, a UK priority 
species, which is found at Coille Mhór.’

Celtic rainforest full of magic and mystery

THE REQUIREMENT for 
rod licences for wild fishing 
or a wild fishing levy have 
been ruled out by the Scottish 
Government.

These proposals were pre-
viously considered as part of 
the consultation on draft pro-
visions for a Wild Fisheries 
(Scotland) Bill and draft Wild 
Fisheries Strategy.

Alasdair Allan MSP had 
raised concerns in parlia-
ment about the effects these 
proposals could have on wild 
fishing, after receiving a num-
ber of representations from 
concerned constituents.

Mr Allan said: ‘I am very 
glad the Scottish Government 
has listened to the concerns I 
had raised on behalf of many 
people in the islands, includ-
ing the tourist industry.

‘When these proposals were 
first considered, I found there 
was considerable anxiety 
about the financial burden 
rod licences for wild fishing, 
in particular for trout, could 
place on individual anglers.

‘They also had the potential 
to deter young people from 
the sport.

‘It is important we find a way 
to manage our freshwater fish 
stocks without placing undue 
burden on local anglers, and I 
hope these revised proposals 
are a way to achieve that.’

THIS WEEK’S heavy snow-
fall across the Highlands sig-
nals the true start of the winter 
sports season.

All five mountain snowsport 
areas in the region are now 
open.

Chair of Ski Scotland Heath-
er Negus said: ‘The season ac-
tually started really early, back 
in November but it has been 
rather stop-start since then. 

‘Four of the five ski areas 
have operated at various times, 
but the snow has proved to be 
fickle through December and 
January. 

‘This most recent snow dump 
is finally giving us the chance 
to offer skiing and snowboard-
ing for all abilities on a wide 
variety of pistes – there are a 
total of 143 runs across all five 
mountain areas, served by 67 
lifts.’

Skiers and snowboarders 
frustrated by the weather so far 
are reminded to check condi-
tions before leaving and – when 
safe – while en route.

Ski Scotland has up-to-date 
information from the ski 
centres themselves as well as 
webcams to give an accurate 
picture of conditons on its 
website www.ski-scotland.com/
conditions.

Ms Negus added: ‘We’re 
aiming to offer some great 
skiing and snowboarding into 
this weekend and beyond.’

LOCHABER Geopark 
director Noel Williams will 
be running a course on local 
geology next month.

The courses will be held 
at UHI's West Highland 
campus in Fort William, with 
talks from 7pm to 9pm over 
four consecutive Wednes-
days starting on March 1, 
followed by a field trip on 
Saturday March 25.

The course is especially run 
for those who provide activi-
ties and trips and want to gain 
more knowledge to then pass 
on to clients. But it is also 
open to the public.

The course will be a great 
opportunity to learn about 
the mountain building, fire 
and ice that formed the iconic 
Lochaber landscape.

More information is avail-
able by contacting info@
lochabergeopark.org.uk.

SCOTLAND’S Marine 
Protected Areas network is 
helping to combat climate 
change, according to a report 
published recently by Scottish 
Natural Heritage (SNH).

Scientists estimate the 
amount of carbon stored 
within Scotland’s inshore 
MPA network is equivalent to 
four years of the country’s to-
tal greenhouse gas emissions.

Mike Burrows, from the 
Dunbeg-based Scottish As-
sociation for Marine Science, 
the principal author of the 
report, said: ‘We now have a 
good baseline for directing 
efforts to protect blue carbon 
in Scotland’s coastal seas.’

Send your outdoors news to 
editor@obantimes.co.uk

The Celtic rainforest will be revealed on 
guided walks and in a new lea� et.

Photograph: Stevie MacKenna



Thursday 16 February, 2017          www.obantimes.co.uk 19BUSINESS

BUSINESS NEWS
TO ADVERTISE IN OUR BUSINESS SECTION PLEASE CALL OUR SALES TEAM ON 01631 568000

Lidl crowned supermarket of the year at awards
LIDL UK triumphed at last week’s 
Drinks Retailing Awards 2017, 
as the supermarket was crowned 
Supermarket of the Year, outper-
forming rivals Aldi, Morrisons and 
Waitrose.

The retailer also claimed the top 
award for Multiple Spirits Retailer 
of the Year, out stripping all other 
contenders including Aldi, Tesco 

and Waitrose, at the ceremony held 
at the prestigious Dorchester Hotel 
in London, alongside an audience 
of the industry’s biggest players.

These accolades follow the growing 
success for Lidl over the past year 
for its beer, wine and spirits range, 
including being crowned the Inter-
national Spirits Challenge’s Spirits 
Supermarket of the Year twice in 

a row. It also comes after Lidl was 
awarded Retail Spirits Buyer of the 
Year at last year’s 47th International 
Wine and Spirit Competition, as 
well as scooping the top prize at the 
World Whiskies Awards in March 
2016, ‘World’s Best Blended Limited 
Release Whisky’ for its own-brand 
whisky, Glen Alba 22 Year Sherry 
Cask Finish Blended.

The judging process for the 
Drinks Retailing Awards is one of 
the most rigorous and thorough of 
all the industry awards, with Lidl’s 
performance this year showcasing 
its incredible success having deliv-
ered excellent service, range and 
value nationally for shoppers.

Paul Gibson, Lidl UK’s buying 
director said: ‘These awards reflect 

another fantastic achievement for 
Lidl UK, and these are testament 
to all the hard work and effort put 
in by all our teams from across the 
business. They also showcase how 
our increasingly impressive range 
is continuing to change the British 
public’s perception of our products, 
as we continue to deliver on quality 
and value to our shoppers every day.’

MICHELLE MCANALLY
mmcanally@obantimes.co.uk

Five trends to watch when 
selling business to business
THIS YEAR will see the ongoing 
evolution of many B2B (business 
to business) marketing trends and 
some new concepts will become 
more mainstream. 

Over the past decade, there has 
been an emergence of key B2B 
strategies, tactics and tools that 
have been growing in popularity. 
So what trends will have the biggest 
impact? Here’s a list of five B2B 
marketing trends to watch for in 
2017.

1. A customer-centred approach 
to everything. We live in the age 
of the customer, and B2B firms 
have recognised that customer 
experience and a customer-centred 
approach to doing business wins. 

Today’s B2B buyers are increas-
ingly influenced by their consumer 
experiences and have come to 
expect similar experiences in their 
professional lives.

According to Walker Informa-
tion’s Customers 2020: The Future 
of B-to-B Customer Experience, by 
the year 2020 customer experience 
will overtake price and product as 
the key brand differentiator. 

This has huge implications, not 
just for how firms market and sell, 
but also how they deliver their 
services and products, and also 
how they nurture existing client 
relationships. 

2. Account-based marketing 
(ABM) has been a hot topic in B2B 
marketing this year and will likely 
start to gain widespread adoption 
in 2017. 

For B2B firms with long, complex 
sales cycles that often involve many 
stakeholders and are typically 
high-value in nature, ABM rep-
resents arguably a more effective 
way to generate new business than 
‘inbound’ approaches to demand 
generation.  

While demand generation focus-
es on targeting specific personas or 
client types, ABM is hyper-focused 
on targeting specific contacts at 
specific companies with which a 
firm wants to do business or is al-
ready engaged. It’s been described 
as fishing with a spear, as opposed 
to fishing with a net.

3. Maturing and evolving content 
marketing programmes. Content 
marketing is indeed a mainstay 
of a modern marketing strategy. 
The latest research from Content 

Marketing Institute and Marketing 
Profs found that 89 per cent of 
B2B marketers are using content 
marketing and 70 per cent plan to 
create more content in 2017 than 
they did in 2016. 

4. Widespread interest in native 
advertising. As mentioned above, 
there will continue to be a sig-
nificant shift towards increased 
reliance on paid methods of am-
plification, and native advertising 
represents one of those methods. 

Native advertising is not the same 
thing as content marketing, but it 
is best described as a form of paid 
media that where the ad, post or 
article blends into the context of 
the (native) content surroundings. 

And it can be a highly effective 
means of generating exposure, 
as B2B publishers actually outper-

form all other verticals four to one 
on native advertising.

5. Employer branding and 
recruitment marketing. For many 
B2B firms – especially those which 
provide services – finding, attract-
ing and retaining top talent is 
one of the biggest challenges they 
face. According to PWC’s 19th 
annual global CEO survey, 73 per 
cent of CEOs are concerned about 
the availability of key skills. 

This isn’t new and human re-
sources professionals have been 
focused on employer branding, 
employee engagement and talent 
acquisition strategies for years. But 
as the war for talent intensifies, 
these initiatives have become an 
even bigger priority, and firms are 
starting to turn to marketing for 
help.

A LEADING sub-sea training and trials 
facility in Lochaber has picked up a top UK 
prize.

The Underwater Centre in Fort William 
triumphed in the Innovation for Safety 
Award for its role in improving diver safety 
through development of Commercial En-
riched Air Nitrox training.

The centre was up against stiff competi-
tion from Canyon Offshore and JDR Cable 
Systems for the coveted accolade, which 
recognises innovation that has significantly 
contributed to improving safety within the 
sector. The Underwater Centre was the first 
to respond to an identified shortfall in the 
commercial diving sector for training in the 

use and supervision of Nitrox as a breathing 
medium but, with the help of several indus-
try professionals, the centre developed a 
course to address this.

Commercial director Steve Ham said: 
‘This award is recognition that our training 
has significantly increased the awareness of 
the safety issues surrounding diving using 

Nitrox, and especially to the supporting 
personnel of a Nitrox diving operation.

‘The development of Nitrox training 
is part of our strategy of continuously 
improving our commercial diving courses 
to meet industry needs. All divers taking 
our air diving course packages receive this 
important additional course.’

Fort William business wins top prize for diver safety

Tax year end deadline looms Spend in Oban and win £100
THE self-assessment annual 
tax return deadline has 
now passed and, while most 
self-employed individuals and 
accountants are recovering, 
another deadline is looming.  

The tax year ends on April 
5, 2017, and there is still time 
for some tax planning for 
individuals and companies.

The UK tax system has seen 
substantial changes in recent 
years so it is a good idea to re-
view your business or tax affairs 
annually, to provide you with 
potential savings and ensure 
compliance with HMRC.  

The capital allowance 
regime has seen the largest 
changes with reductions to 
the Annual Investment Al-
lowance (AIA). Each revision 
of the Finance Act affects 
other areas of taxation such 
as pensions and the collection 
of taxes.  

The most significant change 
is the removal of the 10 per 
cent tax credit on dividends 
received. This is effective 
from April 6, 2016, and will 
incur additional tax liabilities 
for a total dividend income 
greater than £5,000.

R A Clement Associates 
can provide tax planning for 
individuals or companies.  
Initial consultations with 
accountants are free and may 
identify potential tax savings 
for this financial year so long 
as it can be effected before 
the tax year end. 

R A Clement Associates 
can assist with many areas 
of taxation including capital 
expenditure and the capital 
allowance regime, pension 
contributions, the business 
structure and tax planning for 
the family business.

AN INNOVATIVE loyalty 
card scheme is being rolled 
out across Oban. The ‘Love 
Oban’ loyalty cards offer the 
chance to win a monthly prize 
draw worth £100.

The brainchild of econ omic 
organisation Bid4 Oban, the 
cards are a simple way to 
try to win that cash prize. 
Every time you spend £10 or 
more with a business in the 
town, you can have your card 
stamped or endorsed. 

Collect 10 stamps to be en-
tered into the monthly prize 
draw. Then hand your card 

in to the Bid4Oban office in 
Stevenson Street.

Pick up your Love Oban 
card from The Oban Times 
office in Lochavullin Indus-

trial Estate, the Bid4Oban 
Office, The Sports Shop  in 
Macgregor Court or Oban 
Photographic Centre in 
George Street.

Automatic enrolment means most UK employers 
will be obliged to put in place a qualifying 
workplace pension scheme and automatically 
enrol their qualifying workers. Employers then 
have to make contributions to their workers’ 
pensions every pay period.
Very large employers were the first to reach their 
staging date in late 2012. It’s now the turn of 
small and micro employers.
The Pensions Regulator should write to you 
regularly to confirm your staging date. You can 
also check ahead of schedule on The Pension 
Regulator’s website. All you need is your PAYE 
reference number.
Argyll Financial Services have helped many 
local employers meet their duties under this new 
regulation. Please don’t hesitate to get in touch 
to see how we can help your business.

Iain Cairns
Independent Financial Adviser 
iain@argyllfi nancial.co.uk
07775870721

Guidance available 
ahead of new workplace 
pension regulations

to see how we can help your business.

Independent Financial Adviser 

ADVERTORIAL

Argyll Financial Services Limited
Dunollie Halls, Dunollie Rd, Oban PA34 5PH  t: 01631 562525

27 Ferry Brae, Dunoon, Argyll PA23 7DJ  t: 01369 706198 
f: 01369 705691    m: 07775870721

www.argyll� nancial.co.uk
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Around the Markets

FARMING NEWS
TO ADVERTISE IN OUR FARMING SECTION PLEASE CALL OUR SALES TEAM ON 01631 568000

DINGWALL: Dingwall and 
Highland Marts, February 8, sold 
786 sheep of all classes.

Lambs (388) averaged £46.09 
and sold to £73 gross for Cheviots 
from Achosnich, Dornoch.

Ewes (329) averaged £52.55 and 
sold to £93 gross a Suffolk from 
Glebe of Deisher, Boat of Garten.

Rams and feeding sheep (69) 
averaged £55.64 and sold to £102 
gross for a Texel ram from 14 
Airdens, Bonar Bridge.

A mixed show saw strong and 
fl eshy lambs meet a keen de-
mand, smaller kinds easier. Top 
end ewes were dearer others at 
similar rates.

Other leading prices:
Lambs: Cross – Shepherds 

Cottage, Tain, £72, Achosnich, 
£70; CharX – Shepherds Cottage, 
£70.50; Chev – Hallcroft, Brora, 
£69.50, Sheildaig, Strathcarron, 
£56; Mule – Gorthleck Mains, 
Inverness, £68; SuffX - 17 
Englishtonmuir, Inverness, £66; 
BF – 9 Sasaig, Teangue, £65, 
Gorthleck Mains, £58; TexX – 
Carnoch Farm, Errogie, £64.50, 
Dell Farm, Whitebridge, £63.50, 
14 Airdens, £63; BeltX – Loan-
reach, Ardross, £59.50.

Ewes: BFL - Glebe of Deisher, 
£85; Chev – Linnie, Tore, £82, 
Lochdhu, Nairn, £75; TexX 
– Drummond Farm, Evanton, 
£79, Lochdhu, £78 (twice), 17 
Englishtonmuir, £74; SuffX – 14 
Airdens, £74; Char – Ankerville, 
Nigg, £69.50; Mule – Dell Farm, 
£66, Ankerville, £58.50; Cross – 
Lochdhu, £55.50.

Rams: Chev – Muie and Rhein 
Club, Rogart, £77, Sheildaig, 
£70, Craigmhor, Glenelg and 
Leckmelm, Ullapool, £64; Tex 
– Lynton, Staffi n, £74; BFL – 
Gorthleck Mains, £58.

STIRLING: Caledonian Mart 
Ltd, February 9: 178 cattle

Prime Bullocks Averaged 208p
Prime Heifers Averaged 214p
Bulls Averaged179p
Beef Cows Averaged122p
Dairy Cows Averaged 100p
A good show of cattle for 

quality. Handy weight cattle were 
short of requirements and many 
more cattle could have been sold.

Bullocks sold to 240ppkg for 
a Limousin from D Dickinson, 
Brockwoodlees, Canonbie 
purchased by W W Wales Ltd, 
Glencairn Ind Est, Kilmarnock 
and to £1540 from W Dandie & 
Sons, Learielaw, Broxburn.

Heifers sold to 242ppkg for 
a Limousin from W Dandie 
& Sons, Learielaw, Broxburn 
purchased by H A Black & Sons, 
Butchers, Armadale and Lanark 
and to £1613 from D Dickinson.

Young Bulls sold to 210ppkg for 
a Limousin from M Jack, Carris-
ton, Markinch to J Findlay Ltd, 
Wishaw and to £1,604 from W 
Dick & Sons, Mains of Throsk, 
Stirling.

Other Leading Prices:-
Bullocks ppkg
238p + 235p Nethermyres
232p Easter Ochtermuthill & 

Learielaw
230p Learielaw
228p Brockwoodlees
225p + 222p Nethermyres
220p Brockwoodlees & Neth-

ermyres
218p Ramornie
Heifers ppkg
240p (twice) Easter Ochter-

muthill
238p + 235p Brockwoodlees & 

Easter Ochtermuthill
232p (twice) + 230p Mains of 

Throsk
230p Bogleys, Learielaw & 

Easter Ochtermuthill
228p Bankhead (Kerr)
225p Bogleys
222p + 220p Turniemoon, 

Bankhead & Nethermyres
Also forward were 74 Cast 

Cows. Beef Cows sold to £1,290 
from J & N Kerr, Bankhead, 
Aberdour and to 155ppkg from 
J Brisbane, Westwoodlane, 
Gargunnock. Dairy Cows sold 
to £1,070 from W A Hume & Co, 
Easter Clune, Dunfermline and to 
126p from the same home.  Bulls 
sold to £1,350 from J & J Pollock, 
Malletsheugh, Newton Mearns.

Other Leading Prices:-
Beef Cows per  Head
£1240 Westwoodlane
£1230 Malletsheugh
£1220 Seggarsdean
£1200 Mains of Throsk
£1180 Westwoodlane
£1150 Mains of Throsk
Beef Cows ppkg
154p Mains of Throsk
146p Seggarsdean
144p Lammerview
143p (twice) Mains of Throsk
Dairy Cows per Head
£1060 Carskerdo
£980 Carneil
£920 Carskerdo
£900 + £870  Carneil
£830 + £820 Meldrum
Dairy Cows ppkg
115p + 110p Carneil
110p Blairmains
109p Knockraich (twice) and 

Carskerdo
108.5p Inchgall & Carneil
Also forward 16 Beef and 

Dairy Calves. Dairy Bull calves 
averaged £33.80 from JC & I 
Reade, Scriob Ruadh, Isle of 
Mull, with Beef Bull calves from 
the same home averaging £59.25. 
Beef Heifers calves sold away 
averaging £82.50, also from J C 
& I Reade, Scriob Ruadh, Isle 
of Mull. Top price of the day for 
Dairy Bull calves came to £50 
from A Reid, Plean, Stirling.

FORT WILLIAM: Dingwall 
& Highland Marts, February 9, 
sold 507 sheep of all classes.

Lambs (271) sold to £70 gross 
for a Blackface from Hillside 
Farm, Kilchoan and also for a 
pair of Charolais crosses from 
Loch Treig, Inverlochy.

Ewes (50) sold to £31 gross for 
a pen ofHebridean crosses from 
Carnoch Farm, Ardgour.

Rams (186) sold to £86 gross for 
a Suffolk from East Croft Roy, 
Newtonmore.

Fleshy and well bred rams, 
ewes and lambs met a fi rm 
enquiry, whilst weathered and 
plainer types met a satisfactory 
demand.”

Leading prices per head: 
Lambs: SuffX – 19 Blarmac-

foldach, Fort William, £63, 
East Croft Roy, £51; LynX – 
BlarA’Chaoruinn, Fort William, 
£62, Tigh An Uilt, Kilchoan, £61; 
Chev – Ardnamurchan Estate, 
Kilchoan, £60; BF – Ardnamur-
chan Estate, £60, Hillside Farm, 
£56.50, 19 Blarmacfoldach, 
£52; HdwX – Tigh Airigh, Fort 
William, £42.

Ewes: BF – Blarour, Fort 
William, £27, Inversanda Estate, 
Ardgour & Insh Farm, Spean 
Bridge, £24.

Rams: Suff – Balmaglaster, 
Spean Bridge, £77, 19 Blarmac-
foldach, £58; Chev – 4 Glebehill, 
Kilchoan, £75, Balmaglaster, 
£67; BFL – Balmaglaster, £60; 
BF – Ardnamurchan Estate, £59, 
BL – Ockle, Acharacle, £58; Zwb 
– Ockle, £57; Llyn – Blarour, 
£56; Belt – Glendoe Estate, Fort 
Augustus, £50.

Farming profi ts increase 
after two years of decline
TOTAL income from farming 
is estimated to have increased 
by £96 million in 2016, after two 
years of decline.

The chief statistician for the 
Scottish Government published 
Total Income From Farming  
(TIFF) estimates for Scotland 
2014-2016, which contains 
estimates of TIFF for 2015 and 
an initial estimate of 2016 TIFF.

The figures show income fell 
by 16 per cent in 2015 compared 
to the previous year, but initial 
estimates for 2016 suggest an 
increase of 15 per cent.

Agriculture was worth £653 
million to the Scottish economy 
in 2015, down from £775 million 
in 2014, with subsidies, milk and 
barley all seeing big falls.

Overall, livestock is estimated 
to have seen a small increase in 
value in 2016.

The largest sector, the beef 
industry, again remained 
reasonably steady in 2016 after 
initial falls in price in the first 
half of the year.

The average milk price fell 23 
per cent in 2015, and nine per 
cent in 2016. This resulted in 
£126 million, or 28 per cent, 
being wiped off the value of 

milk between 2014 and 2016, 
down to £328 million. 

Eggs dropped back an esti-
mated nine per cent during 2016 
to £83 million.

Cereals fell 12 per cent in 2015 
and a further eight per cent in 
2016, with barley now worth 
an estimated £180 million and 
wheat £104 million. Potatoes 
saw a boost in 2016, with im-
proved ware prices and volume 
resulting in an estimated in-

crease of £38 million, or 23 per 
cent, to £209 million.

The vegetable sector saw 
a small decrease in value in 
2015, but looks more positive 
in 2016, and now stands at an 
estimated £123 million. Fruit, 
on the other hand, dropped 
back in 2016 from the very high 
value of 2015, and now stands at 
£115 million, though still on a 
strongly upward trend.

Total costs were estimated 

to have fallen slightly in both 
years. Feed costs fell £49 mil-
lion in 2015 to £532 million, and 
may fall further in 2016 to an 
estimated £515 million.

The cost of fertiliser was fairly 
steady in 2015, but is estimated 
to have fallen £33 million to 
£153 million in 2016. Fuel costs 
fell 17 per cent in 2015 but look 
like remaining steady in 2016 at 
£119 million.

Labour costs look like in-
creasing only slightly in 2016, 
to £381 million, following an 
eight per cent increase in 2015.

Subsidies, including coupled 
support, amounted to £480 
million in 2015 and £533 mil-
lion in 2016. The 2016 figure, 
which for accounting purposes 
is based on the payment year 
irrespective of when payments 
are actually made, is made up of 
£400 million in pillar 1 support, 
a further £91 million in pillar 
2 payments, and £42 million in 
coupled support.

In the longer term, income 
from farming has been rising 
steadily since a dip in the late 
1990s. However, within that 
trend the figures have fluctu-
ated from year to year.

The publication also includes 
a range of related data. This 
includes comparisons with else-
where in the UK, which show 
Scotland and Wales consistently 
below other areas, with North-
ern Ireland at similar levels to 
the lower performing English 
regions.

Scottish regional estimates 
show that, on a per hectare basis, 
the highest level of income from 
farming was in the north-east. 
Productivity indicators, which 
measure the amount of output 
per input, irrespective of prices, 
show improved productivity 
each year since 2012.

Income from farming infor-
mation is used to monitor the 
performance of the industry, 
but also as part of the calcula-
tion of Scottish GDP and in the 
UK national accounts. The 2016 
figures will be revised next year, 
once more complete data are 
available.

The figures released recently 
were produced by independent 
statistical staff, free from 
any political interference, in 
accordance with professional 
standards set out in the Code of 
Practice for Official Statistics.

Livestock is seen to have made a small increase in value in 2016.

PLANS to introduce changes to 
greening rules, which improve 
the impact farming has on 
the environment, have been 
announced by Rural Economy 
Secretary Fergus Ewing.

The planned changes for 2018 
include: hedges will be able 
to count as a separate type of 
Ecological Focus Area (EFA), 
agro-forestry supported under 
the Forestry Grant Scheme and 
located on temporary grassland 
will be able to count as EFA, 
and the Scottish Government 
is seeking to shorten the period 
during which maintenance of 
field drains is prohibited on EFA 
fallow.

Mr Ewing said: ‘We are com-
mitted to ensuring that greening 
rules are effective for the envi-
ronment and do not introduce a 
disproportionate burden for our 
farmers.

‘Having listened to concerns 
raised by the industry and con-
sidered the issues very carefully, 
we plan to introduce changes to 
Scotland’s greening rules from 
2018.

‘While these changes in them-
selves will make a difference, 
there is more we can and should 
be doing to ensure the sustain-
ability of farming and food 
production in the future.’

THERE is a new look to NFU 
Scotland board of directors.

Dumfriesshire farmer Andrew 
McCornick was elected the 62nd 
president of NFU Scotland, 
while Perthshire farmer Martin 
Kennedy and Gary Mitchell 
from Wigtownshire are the 
union’s new vice-presidents.

A significant number of other 
changes to regional and commit-
tee roles means that the union’s 
board has many new faces.

New regional chairmen in-
clude Rupert Shaw (Dumfries 
and Galloway); Willie Harper 
(Forth and Clyde); Martin Birse 
(Highland); Kelvin Pate (Lothi-
an and Borders); David Winton 
(North East) and Jim Nicolson 
(Orkney and Shetland).

The new chairman of the un-
ion’s influential milk committee 
is Cumbernauld producer James 
Rankin, Badenheath, who re-
places Graeme Kilpatrick.

Union 
welcomes 
new 
directors

Green 
farming 
rules 
reviewed AN AVIAN influenza pre-

vention zone for all poultry 
and captive birds will remain 
in force until the end of April, 
Rural Economy Secretary 
Fergus Ewing has confirmed.

While the current prevention 
zone remains in place until 
February 28, the requirements 
of the zone will be amended 
after that point, meaning that 
keepers will have the option 
of letting their birds outside, 
provided that they put in place 
enhanced biosecurity to mini-
mise the risk of infection from 
wild birds. 

Measures in the renewed zone 
will continue to apply across 
Scotland, with no targeting of 
specific areas.

Until February 28 all poultry 
and captive bird keepers in 
Scotland must continue to keep 
their birds indoors, or take 
appropriate practical steps 
to keep them separate from 
wild birds. A UK-wide ban on 
poultry shows and gatherings 
remains in force. 

While there have been no 
cases confirmed in domestic 
poultry or captive birds in Scot-
land, there have been cases in 
England and Wales.

Mr Ewing said: ‘We continue 
to see daily reports of avian flu. 
We do not expect the risk of 
H5N8 to reduce any time soon, 
which is why we are extending 

the prevention zone until the 
end of April.

‘We continue to work closely 
with key stakeholders to protect 
poultry and captive birds from 
disease and minimise the eco-
nomic impact of the prevention 
zone on Scotland’s vital free-
range poultry industry, which is 
estimated to be worth around 
£46 million in 2016. That is 
why from February 28 we are 
changing the requirements, 
having listened to requests 
from industry stakeholders and 
their representatives, to allow 
producers to be able to start 
letting their birds out, provided 
they have enhanced biosecurity 
measures in place.

‘We will continue to provide 
updates over the next few 
weeks but in the meantime I 
would encourage bird keepers 
to continue to practice and 
improve, where possible, their 
biosecurity measures.’

Scotland’s chief veterinary 
officer Sheila Voas said: ‘The 
risk level from highly patho-
genic avian influenza remains 
at high for wild birds and low 
to medium for domestic birds. 
It is essential that keepers 
continue to ensure their birds 
are protected from infection by 
practicing the highest levels of 
biosecurity.

‘Keepers should start to 
think about steps they can take 

now to protect birds let out 
on February 28. This could 
include keeping your range 
clear of wild birds and, where 
possible, decontaminating the 
range. You should also discuss 
your arrangements with your 
vet, who will be best placed 
to provide specific advice on 
reducing the risk of infection.

‘Expert advice remains that 
consumers should not be 
concerned about eating eggs or 
poultry and the threat to public 
health from the virus is very low.’

Biosecurity steps include:
� Making sure that your 

birds’ feed and water cannot be 
accessed by wild birds.

� Avoiding contamination 
between premises by cleansing 
and disinfecting equipment, 
vehicles and footwear.

� Reducing the movement of 
people, vehicles or equipment 
to and from areas where poul-
try or captive birds are kept.

� Implementing effective ver-
min control around buildings 
where poultry or captive birds 
are kept.

� Providing washing facilities 
or dips containing approved 
disinfectant at the right con-
centration at key points such as 
farm entrances and entrances 
to bird houses.

For more details, visit www.
gov.uk/guidance/avian-influen-
za-bird-flu.

Avian fl u prevention 
zone to be extended

Send your 
farming news and 

photographs to 
editor@obantimes.

co.uk
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Quality shines at 126th spring sale
IT WAS the first time a father and 
daughter pairing led the judging, 
with veteran Jimmy Laing judging 
the animal classes and daughter 
Helen Laing judging the young han-
dlers classes at the 126th Highland 
cattle spring show and sale in Oban 
on Sunday and Monday.

The buyers on Monday were selec-
tive but prepared to pay good prices 
for the right cattle. Males averaged 
£3,536, up £1,721 on last year (65 
per cent clearance) and females 
were slightly back, averaging £1,365, 
down £32 on last year (82 per cent 
clearance).

Full prices and section averages 
can be found at the end of this show 
and sale report.

The Overall Male Champion of 
the day, taking the Craig Sellar 
Trophy and the W Pearson Brown 
Memorial Trophy for the best two-
year-old bull, was a black bull, Cam-
eron Dubh of Kelby. He was born on 
January 4, 2015, out of Fiona 2nd 
of Bien Esk and by Conan Dubh of 
Craigowmill.

Cameron Dubh comes from the 
home of first-time exhibitor T P 
Radford from Lincolnshire and 
was expertly shown by stockman 
Daniel Rowbottom, who won the 
Roy Cruickshank Goblet. This bull 
heads to the Blingery Fold in Wick 
for 6,500 guineas.

The Reserve Overall Male Cham-
pion and Reserve two-year-old 
champion winning the Caledonian 
Marts (Stirling) Trophy was Douglas 
of Rannoch, a red bull from Donald 
MacNaughton who has been coming 
to Oban for 52 years. Douglas of 
Rannoch, born on April 6, 2015, 
is by Reich of Rannoch and out of 
Skye 2nd of Rannoch. He travels all 
the way to Germany to his new home 
with Falko Stenberg. He was sold for 
6,000 guineas.

Topping the sale was Angus Ruadh 
of Glengorm from past president 
Tom Nelson, Isle of Mull. Angus 
Ruadh stood first in his class, was 
born on March 4, 2015, and heads to 
Inverinate Estate for 8,000 guineas.

The fold from Glengorm also took 
5,200 guineas for Archie Sauce of 
Glengorm who stood second in the 
same class as Angus Ruadh of Glen-
gorm. Archie Sauce was purchased 
by Messrs Stewart of Langraw.

The Overall Female Champion 
was the Best Senior Heifer and came 
from Sir William Lithgow, Bt & Son 
(Ormsary), who won the D M Stew-
art Memorial Trophy with Sidonia 
12th of Ormsary, born on April 6, 
2013, by Callum 2nd of Goldenberry 
out of Sidonia 10th of Ormsary and 
in calf to the black bull Ruaridh of 
Inver. Sidonia 12th of Ormsary was 
brought out by Alan Bosomworth 
who won the Angus MacGillivray 
Memorial Quaich. She heads to 
Germany to the home of Volker 
Hahn and Ruediger Lange for 2,200 
guineas.

The Reserve Overall Female 
Champion was the three-year-old 
heifer champion, Amber of Allan-
fearn, from the Allanfearn fold 
of Maureen MacArthur and John 
Ashton. They also won the MacLean 
Duart Perpetual Trophy for the Best 
Pair of Females of any age. Amber 
was born in April 2014, out of Ruby 
of Allanfearn and by Eilean Dubh 
of Craigowmill and heads to D 
Howden for 2,400 guineas.

Out of the same stable was the two-
year-old heifer champion, Skye of 
Allanfearn, who heads to Hendrick 
Hoof of Germany for the top female 
price of the day, 4,000 guineas. Skye 
is by Crusoe of Brue, out of Caileag 
Bheag 25th of Callachally born on 
February 23, 2015.

Second top female price went to 
Ken and Eva Brown of the Craigow-
mill Fold, with Isla Dubh 9th of 
Craigowmill, who stood second 
in her class to the Overall Female 

Champion. She is an April 2013-born 
heifer by Panther 2nd Vom Aignerhof 
out of Isla Dhubh of Craigowmill and 
went to the Blingery Fold from Wick, 
along with the Overall Male Champi-
on for 3,800 guineas.

The young handlers class was 
divided this year as a new trophy 
was donated by Annie Perkins of 
the Thistle fold for the under-12s. 
Winning this section was young 
Kate Cameron of the Dunach fold.

The senior young handler who won 
the Woodneuk Trophy was Kerrie 
MacGillivray of the Pennygown 
Fold, Isle of Mull.

SHOW RESULTS
Section 1, Class 1
1st, Best Two Year Old Bull & Overall 

Champion – Cameron Dubh of Kelby 
from T. P. Radford

2nd – Braveheart of Mortimers 
from Blairlogan Highlanders, bred 
by Mortimers Farm

3rd – Connieach Riabhach 6th of 
Leys from Leys Castle

4th – Duke 10th of Leys from Leys 
Castle

Section 1, Class 2
1st & Sale Topper at 8000 guineas 

– Angus Ruadh of Glengorm from 
Glengorm

2nd – Archie Sauce of Glengorm 
from Glengorm

3rd – Ross of Earn from Heather 
Corrigall

4th – Elliot of Earn from Heather 
Corrigall

Section 1, Class 3
1st & Reserve Two Year Old Bull & 

Reserve Overall Male Champion – 
Douglas of Rannoch from

Donald MacNaughton
2nd – Nero 2nd of Knockendon 

from Ronald & Frances Fergie
3rd – Ossian of Allanfearn from 

Maureen MacArthur & John Ashton
4th – Elliot of Earn from Heather 

Corrigall
Section 2, Class 4
1st & Best Three Year Old Bull – 

Bodach Geal of Borland from Mr K 
Howman

2nd & Reserve Three Year Old Bull 
– Solomon of Brunilla from Simon & 
Emma Haley, bred by Rikka Palonen

3rd – Ruadh Nero of Seam from 
Simon & Emma Haley

4th – Exception of Ballimore from 
Duncan Buchanan bred by John Neill 
MacLeod

Section 3, Class 5
1st & Best Aged Bull – Gille Dubh of 

West Edmondsley from L & L Braines
2nd & Reserve Aged Bull – Con-

neach of Dams from Mr & Mrs C W 
Wilson

3rd – Lasgaire Dubh 6th of The Bin 
from Ian Duncan

Section 4, Class 6
1st & Best Yearling Bull – Buidhe 

Kracken of Seam from Emma & 
Simon Haley

2nd & Reserve Yearling Bull – Dubh 
Armunn of Seam from J & J Singer

3rd – Aileag Ruadh of Rhudle from 
D Buchanan bred by J Warmerdam

4th – Hector 2nd of Blairlogan from 
Blairlogan Highlanders

Section 5, Class 7
1st & Reserve Senior Heifer – Una 

Geal of Pollok from Glasgow City 
Council

2nd – Dossan Og 12th of Craigow-
mill from Ken & Eva Brown

3rd – Yana of Cnoc – from Sydney & 
Maureen O’Hara

4th – Shona of Cnoc – from Sydney 
& Maureen O’Hara

Section 5, Class 8
1st & Overall Senior Heifer & Overall 

Female Champion – Sidonia 12th of 
Ormsary from Sir William Lithgow Bt 
& Son (Ormsary)

2nd – Isla Dubh 9th of Craigowmill 
– from Ken & Eva Brown

3rd – Iseabal 21st of Carsaig – from 
Lady Lithgow

4th – Ella Ruadh 31st of Callachally 
from Mr H M MacPhail

Section 6, Class 9
1st – Aimee Ruadh 2nd of Balna-

broich from Micahel & Sally Nairn
2nd – Cassie Buidhe 5th of Cladich 

from Mrs Jon H Strickland
3rd – Eilidh 2nd of Dams – from Mr 

& Mrs C Wilson
4th – Cosima Beusach of Cnoc from 

Sydney & Maureen O’Hara
Section 6, Class 10
1st, Best Three Year Old Heifer & 

Reserve Overall Female Champion 
– Amber of Allanfearn from Maureen 
MacArthur & John Ashton

2nd & Reserve Three Year Old Heif-
er Champion – Agnes of Earn from 
Heather Corrigall

3rd – Morag of Balnabroich from 
Michael & Sally Nairn

4th – Primrose 12th of Knockendon 
from Ronald & Frances Fergie

Section 7, Class 11
1st & Best Two Year Old Heifer – 

Skye of Allanfearn from Maureen 
MacArthur & John Ashton

2nd – Lucy of West Edmondsley 
from L & L Braines

3rd – Danielle Ruadh of Ceannacro-
ic from Dunlossit (Farming) Ltd

4th – Helen Ruadh of Kellby from T 
P Radford

Section 7, Class 12
1st & Reserve Yearling Champion 

– Ceit of Balnabroich from Michael & 
Sally Nairn

2nd – Eden Sean of Killochries Fold 
– from Killochries

3rd – Baravalla Mina Sean 2nd of 
Killochries from Killochries

4th – Princess Amanda of West 
Edmondsley from L & L Braines

Section 8, Class 13
1st & Best Yearling Heifer – Harret 

Angus of Killochries Fold from 
Killochries

2nd & Reserve Yearling Heifer – An-
nag Angus of Killochries Fold from 
Killochries

3rd – Dorothy of Chedley from The 
Chedley Fold (Ltd)

4th - Emilia of West Edmondsley 
from L & L Braines

Section 8, Class 14
1st – Anna Fiadhaich 10th of Glen-

gorm – from Glengorm
2nd – Lottie 8th of Mosscairn from 

Archie & Kay Aitchison
3rd – Robina of Chedley from 

Chedley Fold (Ltd)
4th – Furan Diul 22nd of Glengorm 

from Glengorm
Section 9, Class 15
1st & Best Cow – Magaidh 25th of 

Pollock from Glasgow City Council
Young Handlers (Under 12)
1st & Winner of the Thistle Fold 

Shield – Kate Cameron
2nd – Jayden McLaughlan
Young Handlers (12 – 18)
1st – Kerrie MacGillivray
2nd – Chloe Roberts
3rd – Rhuari Cameron
4th – Asha Nelson
Prices
Two-year-old bulls
Lot Name Price (Gns) Comments
1 CAMERON DUBH OF KELBY 6500 

Blingery, Wick
2 CONNEACH RIABHACH 6TH OF 

LEYS 1200 R. Phillip, Helli� eld
3 CALLUM 12TH OF GOLDENBERRY 

2600 G Snowie, Inverdunning
4 CALLUM 14TH OF GOLDENBERRY 

Not Sold
5 BRAVEHEART OF MORTIMERS 

Not Sold
6 DUKE 10TH OF LEYS Not Sold
7 ANGUS RUADH OF GLENGORM 

8000 Inverinate Estate
8 DUNCAN OF KYNEDOR Not Sold
9 BROGACH OF BENMORE Not Sold
10 BRATACH 1ST OF BENMORE 

4800 Raymond Lund
11 ELLIOT OF EARN Not Sold
12 ARCHIE SAUCE OF GLENGORM 

5200 J & M Stewart, Langraw
13 ROSS OF EARN Not Sold
14 CALLUM 15TH OF GOLDENBER-

RY 2600 Simon & Emma Haley
15
DOUGLAS OF RANNOCH
6000
Falko Steinberg,
Germany
16 OSSIAN OF ALLANFEARN 2200 

Oliver Harrison
17 NERO 2ND OF KNOCKENDON 

3200 E Cameron, Glen Nevis
18 DOCHIE 1ST OF GARTOCHARN 

Not Sold
19
LORD MOSSCASTLE 2ND OF
ARDBHAN Not Sold
AVERAGE OF TWO YEAR OLD 

BULLS £4,442 10 Bulls Sold
2016 up £1881 from 2016 (18)
£2561
Three Year Old
Bulls
Lot Name Price (Gns) Comments
22 RUADH NERO OF SEAM 3000 

Balnabroich
25 STRUAN OF GLENKINGLASS 

2400 W. Anderson, Dalry
26 BODACH GEAL OF BORLAND 

2000 Andrew Ewing
27 SOLOMON OF BRUNNILA Not 

Sold
28 EXCEPTION OF BALLIMORE Not 

Sold
AVERAGE OF SENIOR BULLS 

£2,590.00 3 Bulls Sold 2016 up £543 
from 2016 (4) £2048

Aged Bulls
29 GILLE DUBH 1ST OF WEST
EDMONDSLEY 3500 Killochries
32 COINNEACH OF DAMS Not Sold
34 LASGAIRE DUBH 6TH OF THE 

BIN Not Sold
AVERAGE OF AGED BULLS 

£3,675.00 1 Bull Sold 2016 up £1750 
from 2016 (3) £1925

Yearling Bulls
35 500202 OF TORDARROCH Not 

Sold
36 700204 OF CULLODEN Not Sold
37 700046 OF RHUDLE Not Sold
38 300009 OF SEAM 1500 K H 

Winter, Germany
40 200495 OF DUNACH 550 M 

Ruser, Germany
41 400010 OF SEAM 2000 J Singer, 

Kintore Castle
42 500060 OF THE BIN Not Sold
43 300120 OF THE BIN Not Sold

AVERAGE OF YEARLING BULLS 
£1,417.50 3 Bulls Sold 2016 up 
£691.50 from 2016

(11) £726

Senior Heifers
44 YANA 1ST OF CNOC 1200 Oliver 

Harrison
45 SHONA 1ST OF CNOC Not Sold
46 DOSSAN OG 12TH OF CRAI-

GOWMILL 2600 P & S Smith, Stockley
47 UNA GEAL OF POLLOCK 1100 F 

Pommer, Germany
48 ANNA MHOR 38TH OF CAL-

LACHALLY Not Sold
49 SIDONIA 12TH OF ORMSARY
2200 Volker Hahn & Rudiger Lange
50 ISLA DHUBH 9TH OF CRAIGOW-

MILL 3800 Blingery Farm, Wick
51 SONASAG OG 22ND OF PENNY-

GOWN Not Sold
52 ISEABAL 21ST OF CARSAIG 1900 

P & S Smith, Stockley
53 SOBRACH 3RD OF PENNYGOWN 

Not Sold
54 ELLA RUADH 31ST OF CAL-

LACHALLY 1200 T Groves, Glenmas-
san

AVERAGE OF SENIOR HEIFERS 2100 
7 Senior Heifers Sold 2016 down 
£473 from 2016 (4) £2573

Three Year Old Heifers
55 EILIDH 2ND OF DAMS 900 E 

Halford
56 CASSIE BUIDHE 5TH OF CLADICH 

2200 T Groves, Glenmassan
60 COSIMA BEUSACH OF CNOC 

1000 Epsilon NV, Isle of Mull
62 AIMEE RUADH 2ND OF BALNA-

BROICH 1400 G Hyslop
63 AMBER OF ALLANFEARN 2400 D 

Howden
64 MORAG OF BALNABROICH 1000 

D Booth, Yorkshire
65 SEUD RUADH 320TH OF BEN-

MORE 2000 Annie Perkins
66 AGNES OF EARN 1900 A Mrtens, 

Breekmoor Fold
67 MAGAIDH 31ST OF POLLOCK 

1000 Epsilon NV, Isle of Mull
68 FRAOCH 2ND OF BALLIMORE 

Not Sold
69 PRIMROSE 12TH OF KNOCKEN-

DON 1000 Andrew Ewing AVERAGE 
OF THREE YEAR OLD HEIFERS 
£1,554.00

10 Three year Old Heifers Sold 2016 
up £436 from 2016 (7) £1118

Two-Year-Old Heifers
70 TALAVERA 3RD OF SHENAVAL-

LIE 800 Epsilon NV, Isle of Mull
71 HELEN RUADH OF KELBY 600 E 

Halford
72 KATY 3RD OF WEST EDMONDS-

LEY 600 Epsilon NV, Isle of Mull
73 LUCAY OF WEST EDMONDSLEY 

1500 Pommer, Germany
74 DANIELLE RUADH OF CEANNAC-

ROIC 1200 Andrew Ewing
75 SKYE OF ALLANFEARN 4000 H. 

Hoof, Germany

76 CEIT 1ST OF BALNABROICH 2400 
D Howden

77 SONASAG 12TH OF PENNY-
GOWN Not Sold

79 CEIT 6TH OF ARDURA 1200 T 
Groves, Glenmassan

80 PRINCESS AMANDA OF WEST 
EDMONDSLEY 600 Epsilon NV, Isle 
of Mull

81 EDEN SEAN OF KILLOCHRIES 
Not Sold

82 BARAVALLA MINA SEAN 2ND OF
KILLOCHRIES Not Sold 
AVERAGE OF TWO YEAR OLD 

HEIFERS £1,505.00. 9 Two-Year-Old 
Heifers Sold 2016 up £360 from 2016 
(10) £1145

84 EMILIA OF WEST EDMONDSLEY 
Not Sold

85 DIORBHAIL DUBH 3RD OF 
CLADICH 900 Dunlossit Estates

87 CLARA BEG 14TH OF MUINGAI-
RIGH 1000 G Hyslop

88 MAGAIDH 2ND OF CLADICH
1600 Volker Hahn & Ruediger 

Lange
89 HARRIET ANGUS OF KIL-

LOCHRIES Not Sold
90 MAIRI BHOIDHEACH 7TH OF 

SHENAVALLIE 600 M Ruser, Germany
91 KATHLEEN RUADH OF MOSS-

CAIRN 400 The Wildlife Trust
92 DOROTHY OF CHEDLEY 800 M 

Ruser, Germany
93 ANNAG ANGUS OF KILLOCHRIES 

1200 A MacDonald, Ardbhan
94 FURNA BEATHAG 28TH OF 

GLENGORM 500 Epsilon NV, Isle of 
Mull

95 LOTTIE 8TH OF MOSSCAIRN 
1000 I MacKay, Isle of Mull

96 ROBINA OF CHEDLEY 700 M 
Ruser, Germany

97 JACQUELINE 2ND OF BLAIRLO-
GAN

500 H Heuer-Jungemann, Germany
98 MAIGHDEAN MOR 19TH OF 

GLENGORM 500 Dunlossit Estates
99 BARAVALLA OG OF TORRIE 1000 

M Ruser, Germany
100 SONASAG OG OF TORRIE 420 

The Wildlife Trust
101 SHEILA FUARAN 12TH OF 

GLENGORM 500 Epsilon NV, Isle of 
Mull

102 ANNA FIADHAICH 10TH OF 
GLENGORM 700 The Wildlife Trust

103 BARABEL BAN FLATH 21ST 
OF GLENGORM 520 Witches Craig, 
Stirling

104 FURAN DIUL 22ND OF GLEN-
GORM 1300 Witches Craig, Stirling

106 MAGAIDH 25TH OF POLLOCK 
800 Rhian Thomas, Wales

AVERAGE OF COWS £840.00 1 Cow 
Sold

Clockwise from left: Nine-year-old Kate Cameron from Glen Lonan 
came away with the best young handler for the 12-and-under 
age group on Sunday; husband and wife team Stuart and Bron 
Campbell who look after the Cladich fold owned by Queenie 
Strickland with their top-selling beast at 1,600 gns; Jayden 
Maclachlan of Bute who took part in the young handlers section; 
female champion Sidonia 12th of Ormsary with stockman Alan 
Bosomworth Ormsary (she sold for 2,200 gns); Alan Bosomworth, 
Donald Darroch (who is stockman from Jura) and Archie Mac-
Arthur, farm manager for Sir William and Lady Lithgow at Ormsary 
with their haul of silverware at the dinner and trophy presentation; 
champion male Cameron Dubh of Kelby, owned by T P Radford 
and shown by stockman Daniel Rowbottom (the two-year-old bull 
sold for 6,500 gns); 16-year- old Asha Nelson from Glengorm, Isle 
of Mull, was delighted to get fourth place for her calf at show; Ken 
Fletcher of Scottish Farmer presents stockman Alan Bosomworth 
Ormsary (Sidonia the 12th of Ormsary took the championship 
rosette); winner of the young handler 16-and-under category, 
Kerry MacGillivray of Pennygowa, Mull, is presented with her 
rosette by Claire Irving from Fearing. All photographs: Kevin McGlynn
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Tel 01397 712032/07598 712565

MASSEY FERGUSON 135 TRACTOR
1967, Fitted 
with Sekuru 
Cab, good 
running order

£3,750 
no VAT.

DRIVETIMES      SAILING TIMES      GARAGES      CAR DEALERSHIPS      MOTORING NEWS

West Coast MOTORING TIMES

Call  today on 07789855381 

WANTED 4X4s FOR CASH
All 4x4 Vehicles, all makes and models 

wanted. Guaranteed best price, no 
hassle, free collection anywhere. Land 
Rover Defender, Discovery, Freelander 

Range Rover, Vauxhall Brava, Toyota 
Hilux, Land Cruiser, Mitsubishi, Shogun, 

L200, Pajero, Nissan Navara, Terrano, 
Patrol, X Trail, Isuzu Trooper, Rodeo.  + 

All other 4x4 Vehicles,  4X4 Pickups, etc. 
Single Vehicles or  � eet purchases. Any 
age nearly new or old, any conditions 

from perfect to written o� , non 
runners, rotten, no MOT, high mileage, 
blown engine, overheating etc. Cash 

in hand, no hassle, best cash price 
guaranteed.

WANTED
All Vans / Commercial , All Mercedes, 

Volkswagen, Ford, Iveco, Nissan, Vauxhall 
ect.  All Types, any size. Luton Vans, Tippers, 

Chassis Cab. All Sizes, Non Runners, High 
Milage, Damaged, Rotten, MOT Failures, 

Write O� s, Declared Scrapped etc. Cash Paid.

Collection anywhere, call for a hassle free sale 
07789 855 381

Tel 07703490572 ask for 
Robert

WANTED
All 4 x 4s, old or new Toyota Hilux, 
land cruiser, all pickups single or 

double cabs, any condition, runner or 
not, high miles no problem.

Tel 07546 788945

WANTED
All types of good quality 4 x 4 vehicles, 

Landrovers, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford etc 
and all 4 x 4 pickups, must be good 

condition and reasonable mileage.  Older 
4 x 4’s and non runners/MOT failures etc 

considered. Will collect.  

Tel 0781 8118449

WANTED CARAVAN
Campervan or Motorhome, any make 
or model, MOT failures, non runners, 

damp vans, all considered, cash 
waiting.

Call John on 07836502232
 to arrange viewing

TOYOTA HILUX HL2
One Owner from new.
65000 miles. Never 
done any hard work. 
Drives great full service 
history good tyres
(spare never been
used)  few scratches 
and dents to be 
expected for year 
and mileage. Spare
Keys never been used

£8500+VAT

Call 07770626180 or 07917693633

CITROEN DISPATCH 1.6 HDI 1000 L1H1
Panel Van 5dr. Very
clean van no marks on
body work. Full service
history. Very light use
only 1 lady owner/
driver from new. 
Twin sliding doors
Exceptionally clean 
van, short wheel-base. 

£6750 NO VAT

NEW CAR 
INDEX

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014
Comrie Rd, Crieff, 
Perthshire PH7 4BQ
Tel.  01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West
www.suzuki.co.uk/
gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.  01499 302150
Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 
Tel.  01546 606767
 01546 606272

Autovision
40 Harbour Road
Inverness
Tel. 01463 251500
www.scottishvauxhall.co.uk

TO PROMOTE YOUR 
NEW CAR DEALERSHIP 

PLEASE 
CALL: 01631 568000

Tel 07788 724166 (Fort William)

FORD FIESTA STYLE 2006
Blue, 70K, 
Petrol, MOT 
July 2017, 
1400cc
£1,850ono

OUR FIRST THOUGHT, NOT AN AFTERTHOUGHT. 

FROM

£26,180

FORESTER

AVAILABLE WITH
0% APR *

50% DEPOSIT
50% FINAL PAYMENT IN  

ONE YEAR
Helensburgh Subaru

101-103 East Clyde Street G84 7PJ
Tel: 01436 672779

 

helensburgh-subaru.co.uk

DISCOVER MORE 

*1 years interest free �nance o�er is available until 31.03.17. Terms of o�er: 50% deposit followed by one �nal payment of 50% balance 1 year after deposit paid. This credit o�er is not available in conjunction with any other o�er. This credit o�er is only available through Subaru Finance. We may receive  
commission or other bene�ts for introducing you to Subaru Finance. We can introduce you to Subaru Finance and a limited number of other lenders to provide funding. O�ers may be varied or withdrawn at any time. Finance is available to UK residents aged 18 years and over, subject to status. Available  
at participating dealers only. For further details please contact your nearest Subaru dealership. Subaru Finance is a trading style of International Motors Finance Limited, registered o�ce at Charterhall House, Charterhall Drive, Chester, Cheshire, CH88 3AN. †Every vehicle marketed by Subaru (UK) Ltd, 
excluding WRX STI, is covered by a 5 Year/100,000 mile (whichever comes sooner) Limited Warranty which comprises of a standard 3 Year/60,000 mile (whichever is sooner) Manufacturer’s Warranty (bumper to bumper, excluding clutch driven plate) and an Extended Warranty (applies to powertrain only) 
provided by the importer. Vehicle shown is the Subaru Forester 2.0D XC, OTR price of £28,440 plus special paint �nish at £550, OTR price includes VAT, delivery, number plates, 12 months road fund licence and �rst registration fee. Prices correct at time of going to print.

SUBARU FORESTER RANGE Fuel consumption in mpg (l/100km): Urban 25.2-39.8 (11.2-7.1); Extra Urban 40.4-57.6 (7.0-4.9); Combined 33.2-49.6 (8.5-5.7). CO2  Emissions 197-148 g/km. MPG figures are official EU test figures for comparative purposes & may not reflect real driving results
/HelensburghSubaru

@HBurghSubaru

Helensburgh Motor Sales’ pledge to customers  
– if you can’t come to us, we will come to you

HELENSBURGH Motor Sales is an 
independent, privately owned company 
having traded for 40 years. 

It has represented the Toyota brand 
since its inception and is consistently 
recognised for excellent customer care in 
Scotland and the UK. 

In July 2015, it was honoured to rep-
resent the Subaru marque. From its two 

sites in Helensburgh, it covers the Argyll 
and Bute and Dunbartonshire areas with a 
one-stop shop for new and used car sales, 
servicing, parts and Kitemark-approved 
accident repair centre.
Helensburgh coastal destination town
We can uplift and deliver or provide a 
free courtesy car while we carry out your 
yearly servicing – just let us know what is 

best for your needs. Come and experience 
the excellent choice of restaurants and 
coffee shops or do some sightseeing. 

You will not be disappointed with the 
excellent service we provide.
Test Drive to You
We have been serving the Oban and Lorn 
area for many years with Toyota and now 
with Subaru and, if you can’t come to us, 

we will bring your chosen car to you to 
experience. 

Just call us and arrange a time that suits 
you. We give a door to door service.
Great Cars and Deals
The Subaru range with its emphasis on 
all-wheel drive for great road holding and 
acclaimed engineering excellence has deals 
on all models and a fi ve-year warranty.

SO WHAT DO OUR CUSTOMERS SAY?
                             
                                5 out of 5 stars. •  4 months ago   

“I use Helensburgh Motors without hesitation, after 15yrs of great 
positive experiences in both repairs and sales I have found the team 
friendly, honest, customer focused and precise to the max. Always a 

pleasure, no dramas, no surprises, just outstanding.”

                               5 out of 5 stars.  20 days ago   
“Excellent service, helpful, friendly advice. Now bought fi ve cars from 

Helensburgh Motors.”

                             5 out of 5 stars.•  4 months ago   
“This is the third Toyota that I have purchased from Helensburgh 

Motors. I travel some 40 miles to use this dealership,the reason, the 
friendly effi cient staff - great team from sales, servicing and parts. An 

ongoing pleasure to deal with.”

Tel 01855 811387

1980 COLVIC COUNTESS 28 GRP SLOOP

Twin keel. 
New Perkins 
diesel 2009. 
Lying Argyll
£10,000 
ono

07759 304705 or 01866 822121

GRANADA WILLERBY MOBILE HOME
4 berth - 12 x 35ft, 
Sleeps 6, two 
bedrooms, shower 
room.  Open plan 
living area with 
fold down bed, 
fully serviced 
boiler and � re, had 
new worktops and 
carpet � tted.

Tel 01397 702220

VOLVO V70 2.4 AUTOMATIC DIESEL
Estate, 2003. MOT Nov 
2017. Silver, 5 door, 
147810 miles. Power 
steering, electric 
windows & mirrors, 
cruise control & heated 
seats. Drives very 
well. Comfortable 
car & good condition 
for age.

£1450 ONO

Tel: 01586 553180

LANDROVER DISCOVERY 
TD5 GS ESTATE

7 seats, year 2001, Y Reg,
 MOT January 2018

£2,600
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   Offi cial Fuel Consumption in MPG (l/100km) and CO    2     emissions (g/km) for the all-new 3008 SUV Range are: Urban 37.2  67.3 (7.6 - 4.2), Extra Urban 55.4 - 80.7 (5.1 - 3.5), Combined 
47.1 - 70.6 (6.0 - 4.0) and CO    2     136 - 103 (g/km).         MPG fi gures are achieved under offi cial EU test conditions, intended as a guide for comparative purposes only and may not refl ect actual on-the-road driving conditions. Visit Peugeot.co.uk for more 
information. Information correct at time of going to print.   

   CAMPBELTOWN MOTOR COMPANY  
  Snipefi eld, CAMPBELTOWN, PA28 6SY     01586 552030      www.peugeot-campbeltown.co.uk   

S&S SERVICES
ALL ROADS LEAD TO S&S
S&S - SCOTLANDS NO1 SUBARU AND ISUZU DEALER 2016

S&S - AWARD WINNERS FOR THE PAST 10 YEARS

S&S - WEEKLY VISITS TO ARGYLL FOR SALES AND SERVICE

S&S SERVICES, HEATHFIELD, AYR
TEL: 01292 880080 or JOHN M:07831 808702

John Spicer from S & S Services  
will be in Tesco, Oban on 
Saturday 18th &  Sunday 19th 
February.
Come along and see our 
fantastic range of Subaru & 
Isuzu vehicle.
If you are looking for a particular vehicle 
please call John and let him know.

Your local 
car event is 
back!

09 58 Subaru Impreza STi  .............................................. £14400
Hatchback 330s, Black 64100 miles
11 11 Subaru Impreza Sti Saloon .................................... £17500
red 23224 miles
14 14 Subaru STi Type UK ..............................................  £20500
Grey, 36000 miles 
14 14 Subaru STi Type UK ............................................... £21995
Black, 22276 miles
14 14 Subaru STi Type UK ..............................................  £22995
Grey, 16100 miles
15 65 Subaru STI Type UK ............................................... £24995
Silver, 6000 miles
15 65 Subaru STI Type UK ............................................... £25500
Grey, 34000 miles

S&S SERVICES USED CAR LIST

Full stock list available on our website www.sandsservices.co.uk
Excellent fi nance packages available.

Tel: 07831 808702 or 01292 880080

ALL ROADS LEAD TO S&S

Subaru Eyesight – 
your third eye on the road
Pedestrians are particularly at risk on the road; a 
collision with a car often has severe, life-altering 
consequences for this group. Modern emergency 
brake systems with pedestrian recognition can prevent 
or reduce the severity of these accidents. ADAC, the 
German Automobile Club rated the Subaru EyeSight 
assistance system highly; and capable of providing 
reliable protection day and night.

The automobile club closely examined the emergency 
brake assistance systems of six models and brands, 
including four premium manufacturers. The Subaru 
Outback convinced with its camera-based EyeSight sys-
tem across the board. EyeSight came out on top and was 
the only system tested to achieve full points in all three 
categories tested – pedestrian, cyclist and night driving.
While systems from other manufacturers use various 

sensor technologies such as camera and radar or micro-

waves, EyeSight functions purely optically. The Subaru 
technicians have placed two camera lenses to the left 
and right of the rear-view mirror that together create a 
stereoscopic image.

The stereo-cameras installed on the windscreen 
reliably captures pedestrians in dark clothing in un-lit 
areas, as commonly found throughout 
rural areas of the UK, and 
when needed initiates 
emergency braking. Up 
to a speed of 28mph 
accidents can be 
completely avoided 
and the severity sig-
nificantly reduced 
at higher 
speeds.

In addition to the ADAC further independent test 
centres such as the American Insurance Institute for 
Highway Safety (IIHS) confirm the excellent function-
ing method and reliability of this system. The only brand 
to achieve maximum points in the IIHS test was the 
Subaru Outback in the prevention of a frontal collision. 

The technology also has a positive effect 
on running costs and insurance 

ratings.
EyeSight is available 

on Subaru Outback 
Lineartronic models in 

the UK; and will be 
introduced to the 

Subaru Levorg 
from Spring 

2017.
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ROUTE 66 has a Scottish 
rival, the road from 
Oban to Campbeltown 
described as ‘stunning’.

So says Mike Sayer, 
a product manager for 
luxury sports car man-
ufacturer Bentley, who 
is based at its Crewe 
headquarters.

Mr Sayer has placed 
the drive, starting on 
the A816 and continuing 
along the A83 down the 
south-west coast onto 
Kintyre, third in his top 
fi ve drives in the world. 

These drives are com-
pleted to test prospective 
routes before letting the 
world’s motoring media 
loose in cars such as the 
190mph Mulsanne Speed.

Mr Sayer said: ‘The 
Oban to Campbeltown 
route is one of the very 
best in Europe.

‘The route is along 
the coast so you’ve got 
Scottish Highlands on 
one side, the Atlantic 
Ocean on the other, and 
this beautiful open road 
you can see for two miles 
ahead of you at all times.

‘It’s stunning. If you’re 
there on a sunny day, it’s 
even better. 

‘Scotland is one of the 
most beautiful parts of the 
world when the weather is 
good.’

Number one in his list 
is a drive on Highway 74 

starting in Palm Springs, 
California, followed by 
second placed route, San 
Francisco to Phoenix, in-
cluding part of Route 66.

His Argyll and Bute 
pick beats the Jebel Ha-
feet mountain road, which 
is in the United Arab 
Emirates into fourth.

Fifth is a trek, well 
known in car industry cir-
cles, on the road from sea 
level at Marbella in Spain 
to the higher altitude town 
of Ronda.

Describing that trip, 
Mr Sayer says: ‘As you 
climb and move farther 
inland, the vegetation 
changes and you’ve got 
great visibility with really 
smooth, good-quality 
road surfaces. 

‘Every single corner is 
different: you’ve got these 
long, lovely sweeping 
corners and tighter ones. 

‘It’s a road that allows 
you to enjoy the balance 
of a car. It’s pretty unbeat-
able.’

Except by Argyll’s 
fi nest.

BY MARK DAVEYThe drive of your life on the A83 and A816
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WITH HIJOBS

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT
    FIND A JOB       SIGN UP FOR JOB ALERTS       GET CAREER ADVICE       ADVERTISE A JOB

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Visit hijobs.net

MACLEOD
CONSTRUCTION LIMITED

REQUIRE
QUALIFIED JOINERS
FOR MAINTENANCE 

DEPT.
VALID CSCS & H&S 

QUALIFICATIONS
ALSO

ELECTRICIANS
 (17th EDITION 

QUALIFIED)
DRIVING LICENCE 

ESSENTIAL 
FOR ALL POSITIONS
APPLICATIONS / C.V. 

TO
Jonathan MacLeod/

John McKellar
Kilmory Industrial 

Estate
Lochgilphead PA31 

8RR
OR

e-mail – lil@
mkmacleod.co.uk

BOOK-KEEPER 
REQUIRED
Fort William
Full/Part-Time

For Further details
Tel: 07818 045231

email: 
dabgroundworks@

hotmail.co.uk

Beaches & Marine Litter Project 
Officer (2 posts)

Part Time – 3 days per week
Salary - £21,909 per annum pro-rata

Locations – (1) Dunoon, Cowal & Helensburgh 
and (2) Mid-Argyll & Kintyre

Postholders must reside in one of the above areas.
Must have an interest in environmental issues and 
the ability to work on own initiative and also as part 
of a team.  A good general level of education and 
computer literacy required.  Experience of education 
activities and publicity is also desirable. 
Full driving licence and own car essential.
Application Form and Job Description can be 
downloaded from our website – grab.org.uk
For further information contact Julie Fairbrass 
01631 569174 or julie.fairbrass@grab.org.uk
Closing date – 28 February 2017
Interviews to be held w/b 6 March 2017

Water Treatment 
Modern Apprentice
Fort William
To support us in building our 
operational capabilities for the future 
we are looking for a Water Treatment 
Modern Apprentice for the Fort 
William Area. The main duties of 
the role are to monitor and maintain 
water treatment works and pumping 
stations as well as to ensure the 
quality of water while working 
within all regulatory and legislative 
requirements.

The successful applicant will 
complete a four year apprenticeship, 
providing satisfactory educational 
progress is achieved, and have 
access to a host of benefi ts including 
37 days holiday a year, a defi ned 
benefi t pension scheme, discounted 
healthcare, and a variety of fl exible 
working arrangements and family-
friendly policies.

Successful candidates must have 
a minimum of fi ve National 4/5 
qualifi cations or equivalent (English, 
Maths and Science are advantageous 
but not essential) and preferably 
a full current UK driving licence. 
Any offer of employment will be 
subject to completion of mandatory 
pre-employment screening including 
a Disclosure Scotland check and 
proof of eligibility to work in UK.

For more information about this 
role, please contact: 
SWRecruitment@scottishwater.co.uk

The closing date for applications 
is Friday 24 February 2017.

Please note that direct applications 
will not be considered and we are not 
in a position to accept emailed CVs.

Please apply online on our website: 
www.scottishwater.co.uk\careers.

Port Assistants at various locations
Calmac Ferries Limited is currently recruiting for seasonal Port Assistants at various locations.

Calmac Ferries Ltd is a multi-award winning business serving some of the most beautiful parts 
of Scotland.  With over 30 ferries, we provide lifeline services to the islands and peninsulas on 
Scotland’s West Coast.

Our excellent bene  ts package includes a competitive salary plus a generous annual leave 
entitlement.  You could also take advantage of free ferry travel for you and your family.

To view further details of all our current vacancies, and details of how to apply,  
please visit our website at www.calmac.co.uk/careers

CalMac Ferries Limited is an equal opportunities employer.

The Scottish Association for Marine Science (SAMS) is an internationally 
recognised marine research institute and an academic partner of the 
University of the Highlands and Islands based at Dunstaffnage, near Oban. 

SAMS is a registered charity with a turnover of approximately £11m and 
a staff of around 150.  SAMS also has two wholly owned commercial 
subsidiary companies, the most important of which is SAMS Research 
Services Ltd (SRSL), with a turnover in the current FY around £2.0m.

SAMS and SRSL are seeking an enterprising, committed and energetic 
non-executive with finance experience to join their governance boards. The 
primary role is Chair of the SAMS Finance Committee.  This position also 
involves being a member of the SAMS Board, including being a Trustee of 
SAMS Charity, and Board member of SRSL. This is a key position.  

The Finance Committee formally receives, scrutinises and challenges 
the financial reports from the SAMS executive quarterly and engages 
informally with the SAMS executive more frequently as required.  The Chair 
also liaises with SAMS Audit Committee.

The total time commitment of this position is approximately 20 days a 
year (plus preparation time), with meetings typically held at the SAMS 
laboratory.  A remuneration of £3,000 per annum is paid, together with 
travel and subsistence expenses. 

Informal enquiries and applications should be sent to Professor Nicholas 
Owens, Director, nick.owens@sams.ac.uk or telephone 01631 559272

Chair of Finance Committee: 
Non-executive position

Closing date for all applications is 28th February 2017
SAMS is a registered Scottish charity (SC 009206), has an equal opportunities policy and 
welcomes applications from all sections of the community.

Please apply by email with full C.V and covering letter to: ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

If you’ve got the energy, drive, determination and ambition, we can 
o� er you an exciting and rewarding career with one of Scotland’s 
foremost independent newspaper publishers.
You will be responsible for representing our range of award 
winning publications, o� ering high quality advertising packages to 
local businesses.
You will bene� t from on-going training, � rst class support, job stability 
and the opportunity to work for a professional company that believes 
in rewarding success and e� ort. A full driving licence is essential.

BASED IN CAMPBELTOWN

£  Excellent Basic 

+ £ Bonus 

+ Private Health Care 

+ Pension 

+ Good Holidays

Full time HGV Driver to
join our Oban team
35hours a week contract 

Work will involve runs to central belt and 
general duties in yard.

Class 1 Driving Licence Essential
For more information please email: 
stewart@maclennanmotors.com or 

phone 01879 220 555

Driver/Storeperson
FORT WILLIAM and Oban

Apply to Mr C McDonald. Telephone 01631 563 711
Permanent full time position

Full clean driving licence required 
• Good rates of pay

Kitchen Assistant
32.66 hours of work per week

Housekeeping Assistant
35.5 hours of work per week

Laundry Assistant
10.5 hours of work per week

Please contact the Jennifer Foote 
Home Manager for application form 

or further information. Tel: 01631  720278
or email lynnoflorne@mckenziecare.com

Full Time Seasonal Sta�  Required
We are currently recruiting for key seasonal sta�  
members for the coming season (March – Oct)

For job descriptions and further information to or 
apply in writing with a full CV please email;

katie@foodfromargyll.com
as soon as possible. 

https://hijobs.net/job/47355

Couple required on 
Ederline Estate in Argyll

Help with maintenance 
& holiday cottages. 

http://www.ederline.com/
career.php

https://hijobs.net/job/47357
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PUBLIC NOTICES
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 
them, may be examined online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk or electronically at your 
nearest Service Point. You can find your nearest Service Point via the following link 
https://www.highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z.
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.  
Reference Number

17/00209/PIP

17/00210/PIP

17/00214/PIP

17/00215/PIP

17/00396/PIP

17/00454/FUL

17/00500/FUL

Development  Address

2 Clovullin, Ardgour, Fort 
William

2 Clovullin, Ardgour, Fort 
William

Plot 1, 2 Clovullin, Ardgour, 
Fort William

Plot 2, 2 Clovullin, Ardgour, 
Fort William

Land East of Tigh An-T 
Sealgair, 4 Clovullin, 
Ardgour, Fort William

Camas-Na-Choirk, 
Strontian, Acharacle

Waste Water Treatment 
Works, Corpach, Fort 
William

Proposal Description

Proposed plot 1 of 3 plots formed 
under croft 3, Clovullin Ardgour. 

Proposed plot no. 2 of 3 plots formed 
under croft 3, Clovullin, Ardgour. 

Erection of house

Erection of house

Proposed plot no.3 of 3 formed under 
croft 3, Clovullin, Ardgour. 

Erection of log cabin for letting 
purposes

Installation of a storm tank, control 
kiosk and the re-profiling of land

Time period for comments is 14 days
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD
DECROFTING 

DIRECTIONS ISSUED

Mr. D A Kershaw & Mrs E B 
Kershaw
Glenmore, Ardnamurchan 
& Sunart
74414
0.476 ha
Reason – Existing house 
site & amenity ground
Condition – With fencing 
conditions.  

Full details at www.
crofting.scotland.gov.uk

CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD
DECROFTING 

DIRECTIONS ISSUED

Application by G J 
Williams, of Pintalia, Appin, 
Argyll, PA38 4BA has been 
Approved.
71790

Any person with an interest 
in the application may 
appeal against a decision 
to the Scottish Land Court 
within 42 days of the date 
of this advert.

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00-12.30 –13.30-
16:00 hrs Monday to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW,1A Manse Brae Lochgilphead PA31 8RD, 
at the alternative locations detailed below during their normal opening times or by logging on to the Council’s website at 
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

17/00223/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, installation of 
septic tank and formation of vehicular access

Land East Of Allt Na Creich 
Fionnphort Isle Of Mull Argyll 
And Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Fionnphort

17/00265/PP Erection of timber shed An Cridhe Coll Community 
Centre Arinagour Isle Of Coll 
Argyll And Bute PA78 6SY 

Sub Post Office
Isle of Coll

17/00214/PP Renewal of planning permission 13/02532/
PP - Erection of dwellinghouse

Land North West Of The 
Roundhouse Isle Of Coll Argyll 
And Bute 

Sub Post Office
Isle of Coll

16/03316/PP Erection of telecommunications equipment 
compound with 15 metres high lattice tower 
and associated works

Land South Of Creag Mhor 
Gribun Isle Of Mull Argyll And 
Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Aros Isle of Mull

17/00301/PP Demolition of exiting building and erection
of dwellinghouse

Land At Former Slaughterhouse 
Tobermory Isle Of Mull Argyll 
And Bute 

Tobermory Area 
Office

17/00283/LIB Erection of timber gates Kilbowie House Gallanach Road 
Oban Argyll And Bute PA34 4PF 

Oban Area Office

17/00323/PPP Site for the erection of croft house Croft 3 Ichrachan Taynuilt Argyll 
And Bute PA35 1HP 

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

17/00282/PP Erection of timber gates Kilbowie House Gallanach Road 
Oban Argyll And Bute PA34 4PF 

Oban Area Office

16/03032/PP Erection of extensions to dwellinghouse, 
erection of two detached garden sheds, 
repositioning oil tank and change of use of 
land to form curtilage (part retrospective).

Glenrigh Cottage Corran 
Esplanade Oban Argyll And Bute 
PA34 5AQ 

Oban Area Office

17/00240/PP Erection of dwellinghouse (amended design 
relative to planning permission 14/01488/PP).

Plot 2 Arduaine Caravan Park 
Arduaine Argyll And Bute 

Oban Area Office

17/00266/PP Part change of use of guest house to form 
self-catering holiday unit (retrospective)

Loch Gruinart House Gruinart 
Isle Of Islay Argyll And Bute 
PA44 7PW 

Sub Post Office 
Bridgend

17/00248/PP Installation of replacement roof covering and 
rainwater goods

Morvern Cottage Breadalbane 
Street Tobermory Isle Of Mull 
Argyll And Bute PA75 6PD

Tobermory Area 
Office

17/00279/PP Erection of telecommunications equipment 
compound with 15 metre high lattice tower 
and associated works

Land South East Of Kilbrenan 
Ulva Ferry Isle Of Mull Argyll 
And Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Aros Isle of Mull

17/00289/PPP Renewal of planning permission in principle 
14/00109/PPP (site for the erection of 3 
dwellinghouses and associated works).

Land North East Of Tigh-An-
Lochan Kilchrenan Taynuilt 
Argyll And Bute PA35 1HD 

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/planning-and-
environment/find-and-comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in 
any correspondence. Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published 
on our website. Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list of all applications 
can be viewed at all Area Offices, Council Libraries and on the Councils website.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED)
Notice is hereby given that Torr Gorm Developments Limited has submitted a Masterplan to Argyll and Bute Council in 
respect of Potential Development Area PDA 6/23 of the Argyll and Bute Local Development Plan 2015 relating to Mixed Use 
Development (recreation/ tourism and commercial use). 

A copy of the Masterplan (reference 17/00307/MPLAN) may be inspected Monday to Friday during normal opening times at 
Area Office, Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, Oban, or at Sub-Post Office Aros, Isle of Mull, or by logging on the Council’s 
website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online Planning Applications during the period of 28 days beginning 
with the date of this notice.

Any person who wishes to make representation to the council about the Masterplan should make them in writing to Planning 
and Regulatory Services, Area Office, Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, Oban, PA34 4AW before the 16th March 2017.

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

TRANSPORT SCOTLAND

NOTICE OF DETERMINATION
A85 GLEN OGLE DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT
DETERMINATION BY THE SCOTTISH MINISTERS UNDER SECTIONS 20A 
AND 55A OF THE ROADS (SCOTLAND) ACT 1984
The Scottish Ministers hereby give notice that they have determined 
that their proposal to carry out a variety of drainage improvements on 
4 kilometres or thereby of the A85 trunk road, north of Lochearnhead is,
(a)  not a project which falls within Annex I of Council Directive 

No. 85/337/EEC on the assessment of the effects of certain public 
and private projects on the environment as amended by Council 
Directive No. 97/11/EC and Council Directive No. 2003/35/EC of 
the European Parliament and Council; 

(b)  is a relevant project within the meaning of Sections 20A(9) and 
55A(7) of the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984, and falls within Annex II 
of the said Directive but that having regard to the selection criteria 
contained in Annex III of the Directive it should not be made subject 
to an environmental impact assessment in accordance with the 
Directive, and accordingly the project does not require the 
publication of an Environmental Statement.

F BROWN
A member of the staff of the Scottish Ministers
Transport Scotland, Trunk Road Bus Operations, 
Buchanan House, 58 Port Dundas Road, Glasgow G4 0HF
07/02/2017

GOODS VEHICLE OPERATOR’S LICENCE
Duncan Boyd trading as DAB Groundworks 
Ltd of 8 Blaich Fort William PH33 7AN is 
applying for licence to use 8 Blaich Fort 
William PH33 7AN as an operating centre 
for two goods vehicles and a trailer.
Owners or occupiers of land (including 
buildings) near the operating centre who 
believe that their use or enjoyment of 
that land would be affected should make 
written representations to the Traffic 
Commissioner at Hillcrest House, 386 
Harehills Lane, Leeds, LS9 6NF stating 
their reasons, within 21 days of this notice.
Representors must at the same time 
send a copy of their representations to 
the applicant at the address given at the 
top of this notice. A Guide to making 
representations is available from the Traffic 
Commissioner’s Office.

Highlands and Islands
will be holding a surgery at The Vinyl Room, 

the Rockfield Centre, Oban, on:
Friday 24th February
12.30pm - 13.30pm

No appointment necessary; all welcome!

Surgery John Finnie MSP

Marine (Scotland) Act 2010
Breakwater Installation, 

Creebeag, Loch Etive, Argyll
Notice is hereby given that Mr R A Crook has 
applied to the Scottish Ministers of the Scottish 
Government, under Part 4 of the Marine 
(Scotland) Act 2010, in respect of breakwater 
installation at:

 Location Latitude Longitude
  Co-ordinates Co-ordinates

 Creebeag, 56°28.232’ N 005°21.450’W
 Loch Etive 56°28.224’N 005°21.440’W
   Argyll 

(WGS84)

Plans showing the position of the works may be 
inspected at Sub Post Office, Connel

Objections relating to safety of navigation 
or environmental issues in respect of the 
application should be made in writing to:

Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, 
Marine Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, 
AB11 9DB within 28 days of the date of this 
notice or by email to: MS.MarineLicensing@
gov.scot quoting reference: MCMS No 06258

Mr R A Crook
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Advertise your 
property locally, 
via the newspaper 
and online with 
the West Coast 
Property Guide.

Call now for 
more details
01631 568000

View all of these properties on 
westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk

bellingram.co.uk
01631 566122

oban@bellingram.co.uk

1 LOCHANDHU, TAYNUILT 
£500 PCM EPC E39
· Unfurnished
· 2 Bedrooms
· Electric Heating

· Enclosed Garden
· Landlord Reg: 

44976 /130/25090

THE COACH HOUSE, APPIN 
£625PCM TO INCLUDE COUNCIL TAX EPC D66
· Available furnished 

or unfurnished
· 3 Bedrooms
· Electric Heating

· Small Enclosed Garden
· Landlord Reg: 

465811/130/05461 & 
465813/130/05501

ACHNACLACH BOTHY, ISLE OF SEIL 
£495 PCM EPC G20
· Unfurnished
· 2 Bedrooms
· Night storage 

heating

· Parking
· Landlord Reg: 

57643/130/30500

Lending in December:

Home-owner house purchase 
lending totalled £11.6bn in 
December, up � ve per cent on 
November and three per cent 
on December 2015. This came to 
63,600 loans, up � ve per cent on 
November and 0.2 per cent on 
December 2015.

First-time buyers borrowed 
£5.1bn for home-owner house 
purchase, up nine per cent on 
November and 13 per cent on 
December 2015. This totalled 
32,000 loans, up seven per cent 
month-on-month and eight per 

cent year-on-year. 
Home movers borrowed £6.5bn, 

up three per cent on November 
but down three per cent year-on-
year. This totalled 31,600 loans, 
up three per cent month-on-
month but down seven per cent 
compared to December 2015.  

Home-owner remortgage 
activity was down 21 per cent by 
volume and by value compared 
to November. Compared to 
December 2015, remortgage 
lending was up seven per cent by 
volume and by value. 

Gross buy-to-let saw month-
on-month decreases, down 15 

per cent by volume and seven 
per cent by value. Compared to 
December 2015, the number of 
loans decreased 21 per cent and 
the value of these loans decreased 
18 per cent.    

Lending in the fourth quarter of 
2016:

Home-owner house purchase 
lending fell in the fourth quarter 
to £33.1bn, down three per cent 
on the third quarter and two per 
cent on the same quarter 2015. 
This totalled 182,000 loans, down 
two per cent on the previous 
quarter and four per cent on the 
� nal period of 2015.

First-time buyers took out 
90,800 loans totalling £14.3bn to 
purchase homes. This was down 
one per cent by volume and value 
on the third quarter, but up four 
per cent by volume and seven per 
cent by value year-on-year. 

Home movers took out 91,300 
loans, down four per cent quarter-
on-quarter and 11 per cent 
compared to the fourth quarter 
2015. This came to £18.7bn, down 
six per cent on quarter three and 
nine per cent year-on-year. 

Home-owner remortgage 
activity came to £16.6bn, down 
� ve per cent on the previous 
quarter but up 10 per cent on the 
fourth quarter 2015. The number 
of remortgage loans came to 
97,500, down three per cent on 
the third quarter but up nine per 
cent on the same quarter in 2015. 

Gross buy-to-let lending 
decreased to £6bn, down two 
per cent on the previous quarter 
and three per cent on the same 
quarter in 2015. This totalled 
57,400 loans, up two per cent 
quarter-on-quarter but down 20 
per cent year-on-year.   

Lending in 2016:

Home buyers borrowed £127.7bn 
in 2016, up seven per cent on 
2015. This came to 698,900 loans, 
up three per cent on 2015.

First-time buyers borrowed 
£53.2bn for home-owner house 
purchase in 2016, up 13 per cent 
on 2015. This totalled 338,900 
loans, up eight per cent from the 
previous year. First-time buyers 

borrowed more in 2016 than 
any other year since our records 
began in 1974.

Home movers took out 360,300 
loans, down two per cent on 2015, 
but the amount borrowed totalled 
£74.3bn which was up three per 
cent on 2015. 

Home-owner remortgage 
activity was up 14 per cent by 
volume and 20 per cent by value 
compared to 2015. The number 
of remortgage loans was at its 
highest since 2009.

Gross buy-to-let also saw year-
on-year increases, up three per 
cent by volume and seven per 
cent by value, with remortgage 
business accounting for nearly 
two thirds of the total. 

Home-owner house purchase 
lending in December

The proportion of household 
income used to service capital 
and interest rates reached another 
historic low this month for both 
� rst-time buyers and home 
movers at 17.4 per cent and 17.5 
per cent respectively.

A� ordability metrics for � rst-
time buyers saw the typical 
loan size increase from £134,100 
in November to £136,000 in 
December. The average household 
income increased to £40,400 from 
£40,100. This meant the income 
multiple went from 3.54 to 3.57.

The average amount borrowed by 
home movers in the UK increased 
to £175,000 in December from 
£170,900 in November, while the 
average home mover household 
income increased slightly to 
£55,000 from £54,800. The income 
multiple for the average home 
mover went from 3.27 to 3.32. 

On a seasonally adjusted basis, 
remortgage and buy-to-let 
activity di� ered markedly from 
the unadjusted � gures. While 
remortgage lending decreased 
21 per cent in November on an 
unadjusted basis, on a seasonally 
adjusted basis it was a decline 
of only two per cent. Buy-to-let 
lending was unchanged on a 
seasonally adjusted basis in 
December compared to the 
previous month and December 
2015, despite the non-seasonally 
adjusted levels showing a decline.

Mixed picture in December but � rst-time buyer lending healthy, says CML

NEW YEAR OFFER
EXTENDED

NO LISTING FEES 
IN FEBRUARY!

Call our o�  ces in February 
to take advantage of our latest o� er

So if you want to see how West could save you money, why not call us 
today and � nd out about our fantastic sales o� er!

PROPERTY SALES CONTINUED TO 
RISE ACROSS SCOTLAND IN 2016

The number of property sales tak-
ing place in Scotland rose markedly 
towards the end of 2016. According 
to the latest data, this also shows 
that rising activity has helped to 
push prices higher nationwide. 

Information released by the Regis-
ters of Scotland shows that to the 
end of September, property sales 
activity rose 8.5 per cent when 
compared to August, and 10.4 per 
cent when held up against the same 
month a year before, which indi-
cates that there was no real nega-
tive impact on the housing market 
after the UK voted to leave the Eu-
ropean Union.

Scotland has also bucked the 
national trend across the UK, 
where activity has dropped some-
what since the vote to leave the 
EU. This rise in sales also helped 
prices rise towards the end of the 
year, and the report shows that as 
of November, the average prop-
erty price in Scotland was a little 
over £143,000. This remains far 
below the national average of over 
£217,000, but prices in Scotland 
are rising. 

In November, property prices were 
1.5 per cent higher than they had 
been in October across Scotland, 
while there was a 3.3 per cent in-
crease in terms of year-on-year 
growth. 

Simon Brown, partner and head 
of residential sales at CKD Gal-
braith, said: ‘Scotland is continu-
ing to experience strong levels of 
demand across all aspects of the 
residential market despite confi -
dence and sales volumes dipping 
in other regions of the UK over the 
same period.’

PROPERTIES FOR SALE & TO LET

www.west-property.co.uk
9 Combie Street
Oban, Argyll
PA34 4HN
Tel: 01631 569 466

North Road
Fort William  
PH33 6PP
Tel: 01397 747123See our independent reviews on www.allagents.co.uk

 FREE Lettings Assessments
 FREE Valuations
 Professional Service
 Experienced Local Team
 Fast Results

FALLS CRESENT, CONNEL

A modern and spacious detached house located in 
the popular village of Connel in Argyll. The property 
offers bright and spacious rooms, practical layout and 
partial views over Loch Etive and the hills beyond. The 
accommodation comprises a generous entrance hall with 
WC and separate cloakroom. 

• Spacious Detached House
• 3 Bedrooms / 

2 Bathrooms + WC
• Partial views of Loch Etive
• Popular village location
• Garden & Integrated Garage
• EPC Rating - C78

£45K BELOW HR VALUE £280,000

HIGH STREET, OBAN

A deceptively spacious 3 bedroom second floor flat, located 
minutes’ walk from Oban town centre. The flat is presented in 
excellent condition and centrally located for all Oban’s many 
amenities and attractions. The flat is accessed via a secure 
door entry security system from the street and you are greeted 
by a well maintained close which is bright and clean. 

• Spacious Second Floor apartment
• 3 Bed / 1 Bath / 1 WC
• In a well maintained block
• Excellent decorative order 

throughout
• Central location  
• EPC Rating - B85

NEW TO MARKET £135,000

LONGSDALE TERRACE, OBAN

A 2 bedroom unfurnished first floor flat on Longsdale 
Terrace, Oban. The accommodation is unfurnished and 
comprises: Lounge, kitchen (with appliance), bathroom & 
2 double bedrooms. Neutral decor and flooring throughout. 
The kitchen includes appliances - Electric hob/oven, Hot-
point washing machine, Hotpoint dryer, Beko fridge/freezer. 

• 2 bedrooms
• Unfurnished
• Upper floor flat
• Shared parking available
• EPC Rating - C79
• Landlord Reg 

No.315398/130/13421

£550 PCM

GILMOUR BUILDINGS, JOHN STREET, OBAN

Spacious second floor flat centrally located on George 
Street, Oban. The accommodation comprises of 2 double 
bedrooms, family bathroom (with jacuzzi bath and mains 
shower), open plan lounge/ kitchen and small utility 
room. The kitchen includes a built in hob & oven, washing 
machine & a tall fridge freezer. 

• 2 bedrooms
• City centre location
• White goods included
• Furnished
• EPC Rating - D66
• Landlord Reg. No. 

333074/130/19421

£550 PCM

info@west-property.co.uk Call, email or visit us online to find out how 
we can get your property moving ... today.

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes
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PORTABLE SITES

TRADE SUPPLIES
MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage   
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE

PERSONALS

COAL FOR SALE

UNWANTED FURNITURE

Donate your unwanted  
furniture and 

household goods  
to New Start Highland.

For a FREE collection in  
any area call 01463 715615

PAVING

ECO ENERGYTREES

Hawthorn/Blackthorn  
bareroot whips, locally grown 

Taynuilt Trees 
Now on 

SALE! 

Tel.: 01866 822591 or 07748 038584 
email: peter@taynuilttrees.co.uk 

From 30p  each+ VAT 

Hedging Plants 

CHIMNEY SERVICES

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Fort William 
Call 07763286366

FOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALE

CONCRETE

£WEST COAST CLASSIFIEDS
www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

BUY
LOCAL SELL

LOCAL TRADE
LOCAL SWAP

LOCAL £

Advertise your unwanted items in The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk.

FREE LISTINGS FOR ITEMS UNDER £100

TREE SURGEONBLINDS

DUNKLEY – LEMMONDUNKLEY – LEMMON
Both families are delighted to 

announce the engagement of Arran 
Charles Dunkley, son of William and 
Victoria Dunkley, Crinan, to Caitlin 

Margaret 
Lemmon, 
daughter 
of Craig 

and 
Christine 
Lemmon, 
Port Ann.

Heartfelt thanks to 
family and friends for 
cards, gifts and kind 
thoughts, received on 
the occasion of our 
Golden Wedding.

Sincerely Calum and
Ann MacPhail

THANKS TO ALL

Happy 21st 
Birthday
Ashleigh
Lots of love

Mum and Dad, 
John, Danielle and 
Jack, Amanda and 
David, Jordan and 

Suzie xxx

 ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTABLES

BOOK OF ARGYLL 
Historical book of Argyll. 
The Dewar Manuscripts 
Volume 1. Scottish west 
highland folk tales with 
numerous black and 
white plates £30 Tele-
phone 01631 564578²
JUGS AND VASES 
Various antique and col-
lectable jugs and vases 
starting at £15 each Tele-
phone 01631 564578²
OLD OBAN PICTURES 
Selection of old scenes 
of Oban and District. 
Mounted and framed. 
Various sizes. Starting 
at £10 each to £25 Tele-
phone 01631 564578²

 BUILDING / DIY
BELLE CEMENT MIXER 
Belle Cement Mixer, 
stand, transformer and 
extensive Industrial ext. 
cable Excellent condi-
tion, used twice, stored 
indoors £250 Telephone 
01631770394
BOSCH ELECTRIC 
DRILL Bosch Electric 
PSB 600 RES Corded 
Impact Drill, in carry 
case. New £35 Tele-
phone 01586 551658
FLOORING Mahogany 
(FAM), also Canadian 
maple, grade one Tele-
phone 01583 431422
TOLEDO CUTTNG OFF 
MACHINE Toledo TKZ-
205 Chop Saw. 205mm 
blade on table stand. 
User Manual. Collect 
Taynuilt £50 Telephone 
01866 822597

 CAR ACCESSORIES
CAR ROOF BOX Hal-
fords Car Roof Box with 
Lockable Roof Bars 
holds 50kg max  £80 
Telephone 01631 562737
FOG LIGHTS pair of 6” 
chrome/stainless car fog 
lights, unused with minor 
small storage marks, 
hardly noticeable. Ideal 
for classic car £30 Tele-
phone 01631 564578

 CARS AND CAR 
PARTS UNDER £250

ATV REFURBISHMENT 
PROJECT Limpet. very 
simple rear wheel drive 
ATV built in Scotland 
1970s, now no longer 
available or supported. In 
a shed near Crinan £99 
Telephone 01436 673326
TOWBAR Honda Jazz 2 
years old never used £75 
Telephone 01855 821431

 CLOTHES, SHOES 
AND ACCESSORIES

PURE WOOL KILT Black 
Watch Kilt 35”-39” and 
jacket, vest, shirt, belt 
and buckle, brogues 
size 9, sporran, Sgian 
Dubh, hoses and fl ashes. 
Nearly new £280.00 Tele-
phone 01546 810265
SKI WEAR Girls Tres-
pass Ski Jacket (15-16) 
and trousers (13-14), 
excellent condition £30 
Telephone 01631 566554

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

3 TIER HEATER Dry 
soon standard 3 tier 
heater, Brand New 
Boxed Airer Lightweight 

Adaptable Folds Flat 
300watt 73x75x137 c/w 
Cover & Mesh Shelf 
Duo Lakeland Ltd Cost 
£148.97  £60 Telephone 
07528 479746

 FURNITURE
BED King size bed. 
Please call offi ce hours 
Monday to Friday £40 
Telephone 01631 564848
BED SETTEE Ikea cor-
ner bed settee, comes in 
2 sections, storage un-
derneath 1 section. Blue. 
Free to uplift  Telephone 
01546 603114
BEDROOM FURNITURE 
Nordic Pine 2 single divan 
beds and headboards 
and wardrobe and 2 bed 
side cabinet and chest 
of drawers. Hardly used 
£99 Telephone 01546 
810265
BOOKCASE 3 shelf ma-
hogany colour wooden 
bookcase in very good 
condition. 36” length x 
31” height and 8½” deep. 
Bargain £20 Telephone 
01631 564578
BOOKCASE 6ft wide 
narrow bookcase with 
three leaded glass locka-
ble doors.
Please call offi ce hours 
Monday to Friday £70 
Telephone 01631 564848
BREAKFAST STOOLS 
2 breakfast bar stools, 
chrome, excellent con-
dition £35 Telephone 
01631 730124
CORNER DISPLAY 
CABINET 72” high, 25” 
wide, bottom door with 
oval mahogany panel. 
top door glass with fan-

cy framing. Bow front, 
excellent condition £40 
Telephone 01631 770698
DARK WOOD TABLE 
Octagonal carved dark 
wood table.
Please call offi ce hours 
Monday to Friday £15 
Telephone 01631 564848
DESK Small modern light 
coloured desk with four 
drawers
Please call offi ce hours 
Monday to Friday £15 
Telephone 01631 564848
GLASS FRONTED 
BOOKCASE Small lead-
ed, glass fronted, narrow 
bookcase
Please call offi ce hours 
Monday to Friday £40 
Telephone 01631 564848
GREEN TWO SEATER 
SOFAS Two x two seater 
green fabric patterned 
sofas,  £29 Telephone 
01631 564848
HEADBOARD Pine 
headboard to suit king 
size bed £45 Telephone 
01631 566046
RED TAN LEATHER 
SETTEE 3 seater leather 
settee. Please call offi ce 
hours Monday to Friday 
£60 Telephone 01631 
564848
RED TAN LEATHER 
SETTEE 2 seater leather 
settee
Please call offi ce hours 
Monday to Friday £80 
Telephone 01631 564848
SMALL HEART SHAPED 
TABLE Dark wood heart 
shaped table
Please call offi ce hours 
Monday to Friday £15 
Telephone 01631 564848

TABLE Circular beech 
table with four chairs 
£29 Telephone 01631 
564848
TABLE Drop leaf dark 
wood table with carved 
decoration.  Please call 
offi ce hours Monday to 
Friday £20 Telephone 
01631 564848

 HEALTH AND FITNESS
FIT FLOPS Genuine Fit 
Flops, brand new, size 
6, pewter, cost £60. Call 
evenings and weekends 
£50 Telephone 01631 
562750
V-FIT AB ROLLER sit up 
frame - complete with 
frame computer. Call 
evenings and weekends 
£20 Telephone 01631 
562750

 HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD White, Blue and 
Pink colours in stock 
available in A3/A4/A5 siz-
es, from 13p per sheet. 
Contact Krisp Print Tele-
phone 01586 554975

 HOME 
ENTERTAINMENT

32” TELEVISION 
Toshiba 32” HD ready 
television c/w remote £50 
Telephone 01631 56457²

 HOME FURNISHINGS
HOSTESS TROLLEY 
Two trays, formica/wood 
24”x16”, handle height 
32”, chrome frame, folds 
fl at for storage £15 Tele-
phone 01631 770698

 LEISURE AND 
LIFESTYLE

BABYLISS HOTSTIX 
as new and in carry 
case. Call evenings and 
weekends  £20 Tel 01631 
562750
PICNIC HAMPER 
Brookes baskets, 
23”x14”x8”. Four off 
each, plates, mugs, 
forks, knifes, tea spoons, 
glasses plus 3 plastic 
tubs, excellent condition 
£15 Tel 01631770698

 MARINE

OUTBOARD Seagull 
Century Outboard .Short 
shaft, four blade prop, 
1960. Good running order 
£99 Tel 01631 770698

 MISCELLANEOUS

MAGAZINES Large 
collection 25 Beautiful 
Homes, Ideal Homes, 
Country Homes and 
Interiors, Good Homes, 
Country Living and Craft 
Magazines, Offers Tele-
phone 078677 85395
PERFUME BOTTLES 
Empty excellent condi-
tion add to your collection 
Offers Tel 078677 85395

WATER FEATURE 
Vintage bronze effect 
water feature, ideal for 
conservatory use, beau-
tiful mermaid with shell, 
complete with triple lights 
with antique shades. 
Cost £350. Call evenings 
and weekends £99.99 
Telephone 01631 562750

 PHOTOGRAPHY
FUJIFILM CAMERA 
Finepix S800fd digital 
camera, in excellent 
condition, complete with 
leather case, strap, all 
cables, CD, manual and 
256mb card. All in orig-
inal box. Call evenings 
and weekends £85 Tele-
phone 01631 562750

 POULTRY
PULLETS Skye pure 
pullets, black or brown 
Telephone 01470 572213

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

EPSOM PRINTER Sty-
lus SX130 series colour 
printer, used twice. Call 
evenings and weekends 
£20 Tel 01631 562750
PROMOTIONAL MA-
TERIAL Market your 
business effectively with 
professionally designed 
leafl ets, posters and 
fl yers from Krisp Print 
Telephone 01586 554975
THANK YOU CARDS 
New baby or wedding, 
with a photo of your new 
arrival or big day.  Truly 
individual, a treasured 
keepsake.  Call Krisp 
Print Tel 01586 554975

 TICKETS FOR SALE
TICKETS 2 tickets ‘Drive 
by Truckers’, O2 ABC, 
Glasgow, 27th Feb 2017  
£20 each ono Tel 07919 
372130²

 TRAILERS
TRAILER 10’ X 4.5’, twin 
axle  £250 Tel 07769 
717153²

AFAM
Argyll forestry, windblown 

trees cleared, standing timber 
bought, fully insured.

Contact: Michael Swailes
 07887608082

afamservicesargyll@gmail.com

TREE SERVICES



Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

CHARITY DONATIONS

The Oban Times

THE REGIONAL 
NEWSPAPER FOR THE 
WEST HIGHLANDS, 
ISLANDS AND ARGYLL

The Oban Times is the best-
selling weekly newspaper in the 
Highlands and is distributed via 
1742 newsagents every week

Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate,
Crannog Lane, Oban,
PA34 4HB
Tel: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001
www.obantimes.co.uk

& West Highland Times

The Oban Times

Editorial

Newsdesk
Oban 01631 568060
Fort William 01397 703003
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Chief reporter
Louise Glen
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Senior reporter
Monica Gibson
mgibson@obantimes.co.uk

Reporter
David McPhee
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising

Advertising  supervisor
Nadine Ross
nross@obantimes.co.uk

Director of Advertising
Nicky Murphy
nmurphy@obantimes.co.uk

Senior reporter
Sandy Neil
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Reporter
Ellie Forbes
eforbes@obantimes.co.uk

Reporter
Katie Carabine
reporter@obantimes.co.uk

Editorial

Advertising  supervisor

mgibson@obantimes.co.uk
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms 
and conditions which relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all publications owned by 
Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, 
Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and 
the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher 
publishes newspapers, magazines, books and 
provides advertising space therein or provides 
for the delivery of advertising materials to the 
public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest 
and truthful and comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion 
of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or 
alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed 
to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ 
order by the Publisher whether placed by 
telephone, mail, fax or in person.

5   Cancellation of display advertising must be 
received by the Publisher before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the 
right to invoice the customer in full for the whole 
cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the 
Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of 
any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover 
payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that 
matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff 
Court or such other Court as the Publisher 
may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any 
loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication 
or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will 
either re-insert the advertisement or relevant 
part of the advertisement, as the case may be, 
or make reasonable refund or adjustment to 
the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment 

will be made where the error, misprint or 
omission does not materially detract from the 
advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in 
writing within fourteen days of publication.  In 
no circumstances shall the total liability of the 
Publisher for any error, misprint or omission 
exceed the amount of a full refund of any 
price paid to the Publisher for the particular 
advertisement in connection with which liability 
arose or the cost of a further or corrective 
advertisement of a type and standard reasonably 
comparable to that in connection with which 
liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees 
to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon 
the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the 
publication of the advertisement in any one or 
more of a series of advertisements published 
in accordance with copy instructions supplied 
to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/
Advertising Agency order.

10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be 
paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed 
with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher 
will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or 
as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the 
event of non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is 
chargeable on a daily basis from the due date 
until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher 
may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late payment 
the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any 
discounts given and to raise an additional invoice 
for the discount which will be treated as though it 
has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes 
acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, 
Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000
www.oban t imes .co .uk  and  reg i s te red 
as a newspaper at the Post Office. http://
termsandconditions.wyvexmedia.co.uk

Advertising  executive
Rhona McKillop
adverts@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  executive
Stephanie Dunsta� nage
sdunsta� nage@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  executive
Julie Baird
jbaird@obantimes.co.uk

Branch O�  ces
 Fort William

Tel 01397 703003

Lochgilphead

Tel 01546 602345

Campbeltown

Tel 01586 554646

Advertising  executive
Stephanie Dunsta� nage
sdunsta� nage@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  executive

LOSS happens to everyone at some time.  
Most people expect this to happen later 
on in life, perhaps to an elderly relative, 
and loved ones have an idea that they 
are going to be faced with loss. But even 
though they know a loved one is dying, 
when it happens it comes as a great shock, 
and they are overwhelmed by unexpected 
feelings. And sometimes the loss of a 
loved one is sudden and unexpected.

Research has shown that in order to 
grieve in a healthy way, those su� ering 
bereavement need to spend time grieving 
for the person and somehow continue to 
live and to function. If a person spends 
all of his time grieving and not engaging 
with life, or all his time pushing the 
grief away, he may have trouble moving 
forward and  recovering.

Experts give several tips for those 
undergoing the bereavement process.

Talking to close family and friends, 
especially those who understand, can 
help feelings of loneliness by recounting 
memories and sharing stories that 
summed up the character of the person 
no longer with them. Such discussions 
remind everyone why the person was so 
loved in the � rst place.

In a similar vein, some may consider 
making a tribute of some kind to help pay 
their respects in a symbolic way. Finding 
ways to continue the bond with the 
deceased person can help ease grief, such 
as engaging in activities they used to do, or 
participating in an event they would have 
liked – for example, a charity walk. 

Going back to work too soon can hamper 
the bereavement process, although some 
people � nd it helpful to keep busy – as long 
as they don’t push their feelings away and 
keep them bottled up. 

� e funeral can be one of the most 

important parts of the grieving process. 
� e funeral o� ers a chance to say goodbye 
while sharing memories, experiences and 
anecdotes with friends and family – a true 
celebration of a person important to so 
many. Funeral directors will take care of 
the practical arrangements and guide the 
bereaved through the selection of � owers, 
music and order of events. It is di�  cult 
to make decisions under the weight of 
grief, and funeral home sta�  are skilled at 
assisting during this di�  cult time. 

Grief counselling can help make the 
bereavement process a bit easier.  

Sometimes it is helpful to 
talk to someone 
outside the 
circle  of 
f a m i l y 
a n d 

friends. A counsellor can help make 
sense of and help to normalise feelings. 
In addition, bereavement groups can help 
one through the process by providing 
an outlet to talk about di�  cult feelings, 
while acting as a social hub for those who 
have something in common.
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grief, and funeral home sta�  are skilled at 
assisting during this di�  cult time. 
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Coping with

bereavement

‘IF I must choose one word, 
one word more accurate than 
any other, to describe my 
long friendship with Evelyn 
Macdonald, then let it be 
laughter,’ writes her husband, 
Sam.

‘Wonderful, wicked, loud, 
raucous, liberating laughter. 
Her life – her company, her 
liberty and her leisure – all 
brought joy, constant joy to 
my existence, enriching and 
emboldening it.

‘Think of her, and what song 
comes incessantly playing 
into mind? Lovely to Look 
at, Delightful to Know, the 
great Jerome Kern, whose 
music she adored, he had her 
described to a tee.

‘Were Fred Astaire to come 
stepping her way, no better 
woman was ready to trip the 
light fantastic with him,’ so 
wrote Frank McGuinness, 
Ireland’s foremost living 
playwright, as part of his 
tribute to Evelyn at her 
funeral at the parish church 
in Monkstown, Dublin, on 
January 11.

Evelyn was born in Belfast 
on October 20, 1934. She 
spent her early life passed back 
and forth between her mother, 
aunts and grandmothers and 
claimed homes in Belfast, 
Monaghan, and Dunmore 
East, in County Waterford, 
Ireland. She left school in 
l949 and went to Belfast Art 
School at the remarkably 
early age of 15, where she 
excelled and then went on to 
London where she studied at 
St Martin’s College of Art.

After further training in 
Belgium, she moved back 
to Belfast and worked as 
a teacher at Stranmillis 
Training College and then 
had a stint doing stage décor 
in Belfast theatre.

She married me in 1968 
after the break up of her 
first marriage to Lawrence 
Bourne, a London-based 
television producer with whom 
she had two children, Aisling 
and Keelin, whose existence 
brought me enormous and 
immediate pleasure in making 
us instantly a complete family.

In the 1970s, after moving 
to live in America, Evelyn 
taught in the Middletown 
High School where she helped 
pioneer a very successful and 
innovative ‘School Within a 
School’ programme for the 
benefit of outstanding students 
and students with particular 
learning difficulties. 

After our return to Ireland, 
Evelyn established a new 
school in Dublin where she 
taught batik painting, an 
elaborate technique involving 
wax and dyes, for several years 
before joining me in Argyll in 
1980 where we both involved 
in the development of 
Barguillean Nurseries which 
ran for 30 years.

She continued to paint 
intermittently throughout her 
time in Taynuilt but retained 
her connection with Dublin, 
her friends and family there, 
where she sustained the 
foundations of a life there 
that we had hoped to enjoy 
together before she died.

Those who remember her 
in Argyll will celebrate her 
generosity of spirit, kindness 
and energy.

At her funeral, when I spoke 

for her, I described her as 
‘intelligent, wise, beautiful, 
loving, forceful, artistic and 
fearless in the face of injustice 
or cruelty, a woman who made 
friends wherever she went to 
whom she was fiercely loyal’.

Frank McGuinness spoke of 
her radiance and I will end by 
quoting him once again.

‘Light – a creature who loved 
the light, Evelyn had about her, 
had within her the radiance 
that cuts to the red heart of 
things, that illuminates what 
is best in man, woman, child 
and beast – how she protected 
animals and birds, her beloved 
dogs, her Gorstain school 
of swans – and so she valued 
accordingly what makes us 
what we intrinsically are. 
That intrepid being, that 
striking individual, Evelyn 
Day Macdonald valued each 
and every one of us for what 
made and makes us unique, 
all superbly different, that 
core she could spot and she 
could celebrate, and she 
would ensure we would know 
how dearly, how deeply, she 
treasured us for what gifts we 
brought to her.’

SSM

Obituary –  Evelyn MacDonaldDEATHS

MACEACHEN - At his 
home surrounded by his 
family on Sunday, February 
12, 2017, aged 68 years, 
John MacEachen, beloved 
husband to Marianne, a 
much loved father, Seanair, 
brother and uncle. Very 
sadly missed. Following a 
private family cremation 
a celebration of John’s 
life will be held at the 
Argyllshire Gathering Halls 
on Sunday, February 19 at 
2.30 pm. Retiring collection/
donations if desired for 
Marie Curie Cancer Care & 
Beatson West of Scotland 
Cancer Centre. Please don’t 
feel you need to wear black 
as this is a celebration.
MELMOTH - Peacefully 
at the Lorn and Islands 
Hospital, Oban on February 
7, 2017, in her 92nd year, 
Beryl Melmoth, beloved 
sister of Rita. Sadly missed.
WHITE - At the Lorn and 
Islands Hospital, Oban on 
Thursday February 9, 2017, 
in her 84th year, Pamela 
Joy White, formerly of 
ArdDochas, Lochdon, Isle 
of Mull, beloved wife of the 
late Len and friend to many.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

CAMPBELL - The family 
of the late Mairi EKB (née 
Paterson) would like to 
sincerely thank all medical 
staff on Tiree who gave 
tremendous care and support 
during her short illness. 
Also Rev Iain Barclay for 
his compassionate service, 
Lachlan MacKinnon for a 
moving gaelic prayer, Jessie 
Gray for an appropriate and 
apt eulogy, Andy and staff 
at Tiree Co-op for a very 
professional service. Also 
to all who called, phoned, 
sent fl owers and messages 
of sympathy, travelled long 
distances to be on Tiree with 
us as we laid her to rest. The 
generous retiral collection 
of £600 was distributed 
between The Surgery Fund, 
The Church and An Talla.

McIVER – Stewart 
and family would like 
to thank family, friends 
and neighbours for cards, 
messages and fl owers 
received on the death of 
mum, Jean. Also Catriona 
and staff at Hamish Hoey & 
Sons, Moreen for fl owers, 
staff Ward I Lorn and Islands 
Hospital and all the Mears 
carers for their help over the 
past year.

MEMORIAMS

CAMPBELL - 
Remembering our devoted 
dad John, who passed away 
February 20, 1986.
Memories most precious.
- Love Avril and John.
CURRIE - Cherished 
memories of Lily who died 
February 15, 1989 and Archie 
who died June 1, 1998.
Remembered always with love.
Margaret, Donald and family.
Always in my thoughts.
- Mike.
FERGUSON - Loving 
memories of a much loved 
wife, mum, granny, sister and 
aunty. Georgina (Ina) who 
died on February 18, 2012. 
We have you in our hearts. 
Love always. 
- DJ and family x
LAMONT - In loving 
memory of my dear sister 
Joanne who passed away on
February 17, 2009. Quietly 
remembered every day.
- Ann.
LOCKHART - In loving 
memory of my mum Violet 
Lockhart, who sadly 
passed away on February 
18, 2013, also my father 
Louis Lockhart, who died 
September 27, 1984, also 
brothers Neil and Cecil  
Lockhart and nephew/son 
Martin Lockhart. Loved dearly 
and remembered always.
- Family in Dundee.
MACARTHUR – In loving 
memory of my dear husband 
John, died February 21, 2010 
and son John, died March 25, 
2010.
- From all the family at 
Middleton, Tiree.

MACFARLANE - In loving 
memory of a dear sister and 
aunt, Cathy, who was killed 
so tragically on the road on 
February 19, 1991. Forever 
in our thoughts and always in 
our hearts. 
-  Inserted by Corinne Barrie 
(née MacGillivray) and Alan 
Barrie.
MACGREGOR – In loving 
memory of Rhoda, dearest 
mum, gran and great-gran, who 
passed away February 15, 2013.
Loved and missed every day.
- Linda, Denis, Jordan and 
Eilidh xx
MACGREGOR – In loving 
memory of Rhoda, who died 
February 15, 2013. A loving 
mum, mother-in-law and gran.
Forever in our thoughts.
- John, Catherine Anne, Erin 
and Laura xx
MACGREGOR – Rhoda. 
Remembered always Mum.
- Ken and Flo
MACNICOL – Campbell. In 
loving memory of our dear 
brother, who died February 
14, 1972.
Always in our thoughts.
- From Hamish, Turalt.
POULTON – In loving 
memory of our baby son and 
brother, Danny, who died on 
February 15, 1992.
Forever in our hearts.
- Mum and Hannah.
ROBERTSON - In memory 
of my husband Tom, who 
passed away February 18, 2011.
Always remembered.
- Jean.
SUTHERLAND – Precious 
memories of our dearly loved
son Innes, taken from us on 
February 14, 1999, aged 21 
years.
There is a place in our hearts 
that is yours alone
A part of our lives no one can own
Deep in our memories you 
are with us yet
To love, cherish and never forget
Loved and remembered 
everyday.
- Mum and Dad xx.
Innes, a much loved brother, 
brother-in-law and uncle.
We miss your smile, your 
joking ways

We miss the things you used to say
When old times we do recall
It’s then we miss you most of all.
Forever in our thoughts and hearts.
- Your big sisters, Keri, Iona 
and Catherine xxx.
SUTHERLAND - Happy 
memories of our dear nephew 
and cousin Innie, died 
February 14, 1999, aged 21.
Quietly today your memory 
we treasure
Missing you always
Forgetting you never.
- Love Robert, Julie, Siobhan 
and Robbie.x
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THE Camanachd Association 
and Highland Print Studio 
have announced that four 
shinty clubs have been selected 
to take part in a joint project 
which will see an artist working 
with each club over the next 
18 months to create a series of 
prints celebrating the contem-
porary culture and heritage of 
Scotland’s iconic indigenous 
sport of shinty. 

The successful clubs are 
Beauly, Fort William, Newton-
more and Skye Camanachd. 
Each artist will work with their 
selected shinty club and, with 
the help of players, fans and 
volunteers, will learn about the 
club, past and present, and pro-
duce artworks that will become 
a visual legacy for the club.

Skye Camanachd president 
Douglas MacDougall said 
“This year is a significant 
milestone in the history of Skye 
Camanachd as we celebrate our John McNaught, studio manager, Angela Cran, administator, and Alison McMenemy, director of Highland Print Studio.

Exciting new shinty project
125th anniversary. To be in-
volved in this innovative visual 
project with the Highland Print 
Studio, which further promotes 
shinty while recognising our 
island culture and heritage, 
is quite appropriate and 
welcomed by the club and our 
supporters.’

Memorable results
Camanachd Association pres-

ident Jim Barr added: ‘Sport 
and culture are part of the glue 
that keeps communities strong 
and vibrant. We are delighted 
to be working in partnership 
with the Highland Print Stu-
dio on this project, which is 
destined to deliver memorable 
results for the clubs involved 
and shinty in general.”

The work produced will form 
an exciting touring exhibition 
and be a vehicle for promoting 
the sport to a wider audience. 
As there have been very few 
visual documentations of the 

Shinty

sport, this is a great oppor-
tunity to create something 
groundbreaking.

Highland Print Studio is a 
visual arts organisation based 
in Inverness and has a history 
of commissioning artists to 
work on innovative projects. 
After linking with the Cama-
nachd Association, the studio 
has been successful in gaining 
an award from the Highland 
Culture – Take Pride, Take 
Part Investment Fund to com-
mission artists to create a series 
of prints celebrating the con-
temporary culture and heritage 
of Scotland’s iconic indigenous 
sport of shinty.

For more information on 
Highland Print Studio, go to 
w w w.h igh landpr i nt stud io.
co.uk.

Craig MacEwan, far left, gets on the end of a Ross Maitland corner to open the scoring for Saints last Saturday. Match report and photos: Derek Black

AN EARLY morning pitch 
inspection last Saturday 
found Glencruitten to be 
frozen solid and, despite the 
bright sunshine, there was no 
improvement in the surface by 
one o’clock which left referee 
John Stobo no alernative but to 
declare the pitch unplayable.
 Fortunately, the club had also 
booked the 3G pitch at Oban 
High School as a back-up and 
the venue was switched at the 
eleventh hour. 

First-time visitors Drum-
chapel Colts arrived with just 
nine survivors from the 2-1 
defeat inflicted on Saints in 
the reverse Scottish Amateur 
Football League Premier Di-
vision fixture at Scotstoun last 
November. 

The visitors kicked off at-
tacking the Glencruitten end 
with the low sun at their backs 
and immediately put the Saints 
defence under pressure. Scott 
Maitland conceded a free kick 
on the Colts right, level with 
the 18-yard line. Scott Peters 
took over dead-ball duties from 
the absent Matthew Armstrong 
and sent in a dangerous cross 
which Thomas McCulloch 

Saints struggle but still win the points
completely lost in the bright 
sunshine.

 Fortunately, for the big Saints 
keeper, Josh White coming 
in at the back post was unable 
to find the target, sending his 
header high over the crossbar.

With Saints yet to settle, an 
over-hit pass back from Marc 
Maccallum gave the defence 
another corner kick to contend 
with, which this time they dealt 
with comfortably.

The shaky start from the hosts 
continued into the seventh 
minute with Marc Maccallum 
relieved to see Willie Gemmell 
making a good covering inter-
ception to foil Kerr Hunter 
after the Saints skipper had 
missed a clearing header.

The pressure on the Saints 
goal continued with a free kick 
conceded by Dene Cassells be-
ing headed behind for another 
corner from the Colts right.

After 10 minutes, Saints final-
ly realised the game had only 
been moved to another venue, 
not postponed altogether, and 
started to play their way into 
the match.

Ross Maitland’s free kick 
from the right drifted too 
close to Colts goalkeeper 
Scott Urquhart before Donald 
Campbell had a low right foot 
shot saved.

At the other end, a long-range 
free kick from Scott Peters 
trundled harmlessly wide 
before a Dene Cassells foul on 
Stuart Hay gave Peters another 
chance to put the ball into the 
danger area. Brian Mackay 
intercepted the long ball from 
Peters on the 18-yard line and 
launched a swift counter-attack 
with Myles McAuley. 

Myles made good progress 
up the left wing before sending 
in a testing cross looking for 
Craig MacEwan only for Scott 
Urquhart to come off his line to 
claim the cross ahead of Craig. 

On the half-hour mark, Saints 
came within inches of opening 
the scoring when a late run into 
the box saw Brian Mackay poke 
a low left wing cross from Scott 
Maitland wide of the near post.

A 34th minute measured 
build-up from Saints found 
Craig MacEwan in space on 
the 18-yard line with his net-
bound shot being cut out at 
the expense of a corner by an 
excellent sliding interception 
from Colts central defender 
Stuart Connelly.

Ross Maitland’s delivery 
from the right picked out a 
clever near-post run from Craig 
MacEwan who, from nine 
yards, expertly hooked the ball 
over the outstretched arm of 
Scott Urquhart and the head 
of Matthew White on the goal-
line and into the postage stamp 
corner of the net to make the 
score 1-0.

The opening goal from Craig 
continued his hot streak, taking 
his tally to 12 in six games since 
the festive break.

Saints ended the first half on 
top with Willie Gemmell hav-
ing a dangerous free-kick into 
the box punched clear by Scott 
Urquhart and Marc Maccallum 
having his obligatory once a 
match charge forward uncer-
emoniously halted by Stuart 
Connelly. 

The change of ends gave 
Saints the advantage of having 
the low sun at their backs but 
once again it was the visitors 
who started the stronger. Scott 
Macarthur made a good run 
up the left wing and sent a 
dangerous ball into the six-yard 
box which Myles McAuley did 
well to cut out and clear.

Saints eventually got their 
second half started with a 
slide-rule pass through the in-
side right channel from Willie 
Gemmell sending Ross Mait-
land through on goal where 

only a vital interception from 
Scott Peters prevented Ross 
from testing Scott Urquhart. 
From the resulting corner kick, 
Craig MacEwan climbed well 
but sent his header high over 
the crossbar.

In the 53rd minute, Myles 
McAuley replicated Gemmell’s 
precise pass with Donald 
Campbell this time on the end 
of it. Scott Peters once again 
made an important block 
before tempers momentarily 
boiled over between the two. 
Mr Stobo swiftly put a lid on 
things, restoring order with a 
yellow card for both the Colts 
central defender and the Saints 
centre forward.

On the hour mark, Thomas 
McCulloch was forced into ac-
tion at the other end. From the 
corner flag Matthew White’s 
low in-swinger into the six-yard 
box had McCulloch diving full 
length to punch clear at his 
near post. As Drumchapel kept 
up the pressure, Dene Cassells 
and Willie Gemmell combined 
to snuff out the danger as Kerr 
Hunter threatened to pounce 
on a loose ball six yards out.

The visitors were very much 
still in the game at this point 
and Saints manager Alex Craik 
decided on a change to freshen 
things up. Ross Maitland made 
way for Paul Carmichael but 
it was the visitors who were to 
register next on the score sheet.

Donald Campbell won the 
ball in midfield and quickly fed 

Myles McAuley who, in turn, 
picked out the run of Craig 
MacEwan. Craig pulled away 
from Scott Peters but from 22 
yards was unable to generate 
the power in his shot to trouble 
Scott Urquhart. 

The Scottish Amateur Foot-
ball League Select goalkeeper 
launched the ball upfield with 
Matthew White forcing Thom-
as McCulloch into a smart save 
low down to his right.

Saints failed to heed the 
warning and in the 69th minute 
the visitors drew level. Stuart 
Hay sent Daniel Smith away on 

the right wing, with the second 
half substitute fizzing a low 
cross along the six-yard line for 
Matthew White to tuck away at 
the back post.

Three minutes later, Saints 
had to rely on an instinctive 
save from Thomas McCulloch 
to prevent the dangerous White 
from turning the scoreline on 
its head. 

With 15 minutes remaining, 
Saints made their final change, 
bringing on Matthew Kelly to 
replace Willie Gemmell and 
began to enjoy a better spell.

David McArthur, Paul Car-
michael, Donald Campbell and 
Craig MacEwan all had efforts 
on goal but their inability to 
hit the target kept the outcome 
of the match hanging in the 
balance.

The introduction of young 
Kelly would prove crucial and 
his 78th minute shot from close 
range forced Scott Urquhart 
into a save at his near post.

 With time ebbing away Paul 
Carmichael made a driving 
run at the heart of the Colts 
defence, evading a desperate 
lunging challenge from Scott 
Mitchell. Scott Peters eventu-
ally halted Paul’s progress on 
the 18-yard line, with Matthew 
Kelly lashing the loose ball into 
the bottom corner of the Colts 
net, leaving Scott Urquhart 
rooted to the spot. 

With the lead successfully 
restored, Saints were afforded 
several other opportunities to 

extend their advantage as the 
visitors refused to lie down and 
pushed forward in search of a 
second equaliser.

Mr Stobo, who had a good 
game, added five minutes for 
stoppages but Saints seemed 
to want to try to walk the ball 
into the Colts net and found 
every move snuffed out on the 
18-yard line.

 The visitors remained a threat 
to the end with goalkeeper and 
captain for the day Scott Ur-
quhart pushing forward to join 
the attack at every opportunity.

 Mr Stobo eventually decided 
he had seen enough and blew 
for full-time with Saints just 
edging a game which could have 
gone either way. The win keeps 
Saints in touch with league 
leaders Goldenhill and leaves 
a good Drumchapel Colts side 
harshly rooted to the foot of the 
table.

Manager Alex Craik was a 
relieved man at the end of the 
90 minutes. He said: ‘We never 
really got going today against 
a good Colts side. However, 
we managed to dig out a result 
which keeps us in second place, 
two points behind Goldenhill, 
but with a game in hand.’

Saints stay on league duty 
this Saturday when they travel 
to Greenock to take on Inver-
clyde. The game will take place 
at Rankin Park, with a 2pm 
kick-off. 

Matthew Kelly is congratulated by Myles McAuley after the 
youngster had netted the winner.

Donald Campbell is crowded out by Scott Peters and Stuart Connelly.

Donald Campbell seems to 
have grown another hand.
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Pre-season fi xtures
come thick and fast
WITH the new shinty season 
just over a fortnight away, clubs 
have cranked up their pre-sea-
son preparations.

Pre-season 
friendlies
Ballachulish 0 
Kilmory 5
Kilmory beat Ballachulish 5-0 
in their match at Jubilee Park. 

Both sides will play in Marine 
Harvest South Division 1 this 
coming season, Ballachulish-
having dropped down from the 
National, whilst Kilmory were 
promoted from South 2.

Both sides were missing key 
players for this one. Kilmory’s 
Andrew Cunningham opened 
the scoring and Sandy Leiper 
made it 2-0 from close range 
just before half time. 

Alex Cunningham added a 
third before Rhys Williams 
slotted home number four.

Alex Cunningham got his 
second to make it 5-0 and had 
the chance to complete his 
hat-trick in the final minute 
but failed to convert from the 
penalty spot. 

Next up for Kilmory is a meet-
ing with Col Glen on Saturday 
February 25.

Caberfeidh 3
Kingussie 2
Caberfeidh continued their 
good pre-season form with 
a 3-2 win over Kingussie at 
Castle Leod to win the Billy 
MacPherson Challenge Shield.

The addition of former Beau-
ly defender Ryan Mackay and 
the return of Kevin Bartlett 
helped ‘Cabers’ to a convincing 
win over a weakened Glenur-
quhart team a week earlier and 
both lined up for this one too. 
Caberfeidh assistant manager 
Malcolm Morrison filled in 
as keeper in the ‘Glen’ game 
and injured wing centre Iain 
MacColl deputised for regular 
goalie Ewen Pilcher against the 
‘Kings’. 

This was a first match in 
charge for new Kingussie boss 
Dallas Young. 

Caberfeidh went in front 
through Ben MacDonald but 
James Falconer drew Kingussie 
level. 

Kevin Bartlett put Jodi Gor-
ski’s side back in front and his 
goal was the pick of the bunch. 

He collected a long ball 
forward, juggled it on his stick 
before lofting it over Kingussie 
keeper Craig Dawson. 

Colin MacLennan made it 
3-1 before a great strike from 
distance from Roddy Young 
made it 3-2. 

Craig Morrison was excellent 
in midfield for a Caberfeidh 

side who could well be the team 
to watch in the Marine Harvest 
National Division this season.  

Caberfeidh 2
Kinlochshiel 0
The Caberfeidh colts beat the 
Kinlochshiel colts 2-0 in their 
encounter at Castle Leod. 

Scott MacPhail and Stewart 
Krzyzanowski scored the goals. 

Col Glen 2
Bute 0
Col Glen defeated Bute 2-0 at 
Otter Ferry.

Conor Kennedy got the 
opener for Col Glen and Lorne 
Marshall made it 2-0 in what 
was a good win against higher 
league opposition. 

Fort William 1
Glenurquhart 1
The Fort William seconds 
came from a goal down to 
draw 1-1 with the Glenurquhart 
seconds at An Aird. 

Both teams fielded a number 
of their promising young players 
who all cancelled themselves 
out in a goal-less first half.

Ewen Carroll, scoring for the 
second successive Saturday, 
gave Glenurquhart a second 
half lead but a Padraig McNeil 
goal earned Fort William a 
share of the spoils. 

Glenorchy 2
Oban Lorn 1
Marine Harvest South Division 
1 side Glenorchy beat Oban 
Lorn from the league below 2-1 
at Mart Park, Dalmally.

The influential Findlay Ross 
scored both goals for the home 
side, with Drew Walker coun-
tering for Oban Lorn. 

Glenurquhart 3 
Beauly 1
Glenurquhart beat Beauly 
3-1 in their 2pm throw up at 
Blairbeg.

Beauly boss Alan MacRae 
has added former Inverness 
and Glenurquhart player Liam 
Girvan to his ranks and he 
debuted in this one. 

Neale Reid scored twice for 
the ‘Glen’, with David MacLen-
nan adding a third.

Sandy Elrick got the Beauly 
goal. 

Inveraray 2
Kinlochshiel 6
Kinlochshiel made it 14 goals 
in two pre-season outings 
when they beat Inveraray 6-2 
in their noon throw up at the 
Winterton.

Jordan Fraser grabbed a hat-
trick for ’Shiel, Keith MacRae 
scored twice and Finlay Mac-
Rae got the other.

Neil Campbell and John 
Kennedy were on target for 
Inveraray.

Inverness 0
Kilmallie 2
Kilmallie beat Inverness 2-0 
in their 1pm throw up at the 
Bught Park outside pitch.

A light covering of snow on 
Saturday morning made for 
a crisp surface, but the game 
went ahead. 

Inverness manager Drew 
McNeil opted to watch from 
the touchline whilst former 
Skye and SCOTS Camanachd 
keeper Ian Munro took over 
from Kenneth Loades in the 
home goal.

Martin Stewart was missing 
for Kilmallie, however, there 
was a place for Peter McIntyre 
on his return to the side. 

Ryan Stewart and Craig 
MacIsaac got the goals in the 
match refereed by John Mathe-
son. 

Whilst this was a first outing 
of the season for Kilmallie, 
it was a second pre-season 
friendly for Inverness who put 
in a much better performance 
than in the 8-0 defeat against 
Kinlochshiel a fortnight earlier.  

Lochaber 0
Fort William 6
Fort William lifted the Glen 
Mhor Cup when they beat an 
under-strength Lochaber side 
6-0 in their 1pm throw up at 
Spean Bridge.

Shaun Nicolson, Stuart Cal-
lison, Barry MacDonald and 
Danny Delaney were amongst 
the home absentees on a bright 
but cold day at Spean.

Deek Cameron took charge of 
this derby encounter and Fort 
William took the lead through 
Arran MacPhee.

Lochaber came close to 
drawing level when a Brennan 
MacDonald effort came back 
off the crossbar. 

Calum Shepherd doubled 
Fort William’s lead, with Arran 
MacPhee getting a second to 
make it 3-0. 

Calum Shepherd tucked 
home a re-bound for his second 
and the Fort’s fourth, whilst 
a late double from youngster 
Lewis Clark, who had gone 
close earlier, rounded off the 
morale-boosting 6-0 win. 

Fort William captain James 
Tangney lifted the Glen Mhor 
Cup and, after postponements 
against Aberdour and Kyles 
Athletic, the Fort’s pre-season 
got off to a winning start. 

Lochcarron 
Skye Camanachd 6
Skye Camanachd’s second 
team beat neighbours Lochcar-
ron 6-1 at Battery Park. 

The game was a personal tri-
umph for Skye’s Ruaraidh Ma-
cLeod who scored five times. 
Another youngster, Stewart 
Taylor, got the other goal to 
give boss Kenny MacLeod a 
win in his first game in charge.

Crisdean Finlayson scored 
the Lochcarron goal. 

Lochside Rovers 1
Kyles Athletic 1
Lochside Rovers and the Kyles 
Athletic second team drew 
1-1 in their 2pm throw up at 
Ganavan. 

Iain MacMillan netted for 
the home side, whilst youngster 
Paddy Mulholland was the 
scorer for Kyles.

Oban Camanachd 4
Kyles Athletic 2
Oban Camanachd were 4-2 
winners in their noon throw 
up against Kyles Athletic at 
Ganavan.

Kyles made a strong start to 
the game and dominated the 
opening quarter. 

Oban Camanachd settled 
into the contest, however, and 
Aidan McIntyre put them in 
front after 37 minutes with a 
low strike. 

It took a couple of good saves 

from Oban Camanachd keeper 
Gavin Stobbart to keep his 
team in front at the break. 

A superb strike from Matt 
Rippon made it 2-0 just after 
the re-start.  

A touch from Oban Cama-
nachd substitute Evan MacLel-
lan saw the ball deflect into the 
top corner of the net on the 
hour to make it 3-0.

Another well-taken Matt 
Rippon strike on 74 minutes 
increased Camanachd’s advan-
tage.

Oban Camanachd reshuffled 
their pack during the closing 
stages and Kyles scored twice 
during the final 10 minutes 
through Martin MacFadyen 
and Roddy MacDonald to 
narrow the deficit to 4-2.

Oban Camanachd manager 
Iain Hay was happy with the 
work-out. He said: ‘Overall, it 
was a good performance. Matty 
Rippon scored two cracking 
goals and it’s good to have him 
returning to the squad. 

‘We also had Gary McKer-
racher and Scott MacMillan 
back from the team which 
played last week so I had 16 
players to choose from. 

‘We made a lot of changes late 
in the game and that’s when we 
lost the goals. 

‘We are at  Cannich to play 
Strathglass this coming Sat-
urday so we’ll look to keep it 
going.’  

Oban Celtic 1
Glasgow Mid Argyll 7
Glasgow Mid Argyll found 
their scoring touch, beating 
Oban Celtic 7-1 in their 1.30pm 
throw up at Mossfield.

With manager Kenny Woth-
erspoon on holiday, the Oban 
side were also minus Daniel 
Madej, Neil Carmichael, Lee 
Askew, Iain Mackechnie and 
Allan Mckie from their starting 
line-up.

GMA found goals hard to 
come by in their 1-0 defeat to 
Aberdour a week earlier but 
they turned in a good perfor-
mance in this one.

They led 2-0 at the break 
when Celtic changed keepers 
and lost the influential Andy 
MacDonald through injury.  

Last season’s top scorer Craig 
Anderson opened his account 
for the new term with a hat-
trick whilst former Kinlochshi-
el player Duncan ‘Ach’ MacRae 
scored twice. 

John McNulty was also on 
target, as was Mark Bain from 
the penalty spot.

Rory Bruce countered for 
Oban Celtic with new signings 
Ross MacMillan and Fulton 
Ronald their best performers.   

Skye Camanachd 1
Lovat 3
Lovat lifted the George Michie 
Memorial Cup with a 3-1 win 
over Skye Camanachd at Pairc 
nan Laoch, Portree. 

There were new bosses at 
both ends with co-managers 
Willie Cowie and Peter Gordon 
beginning their tenure at Skye 
and Fraser Gallacher in charge 
at Lovat.

Skye were without keeper 
Jamie Gannon, Neil MacVicar, 
Chris MacLennan and Kenny 
Campbell. Iain MacLeod start-
ed in goal. 

Lovat travelled without Ryan 
Ferguson and the injured Mark 
Kelly.

The first 20 minutes of the 
match were fairly even, but Lo-
vat started to get a grip of the 
midfield with Callum Cruden 
and Bailey MacKay particular-
ly effective. 

Fraser Gallacher opted to 
play Craig Mainland, back 
after a serious shoulder injury, 
in the Lovat attack rather than 
his more accustomed defensive 
role and the move paid divi-
dends when Mainland gave the 

Balgate side a 29th-minute lead 
after the ball broke to him at 
the edge of the ‘D’.

Greg Matheson made it 2-0 
on 33 minutes when he ran for-
ward to get to a ball just ahead 
of his marker and Matheson 
tapped the ball home.

Craig Mainland was with-
drawn at half time but the 
visitors extended their lead 
when Greg Matheson added his 
second and Lovat’s third goal 
on 58 minutes. 

Lorne MacKay cut in from 
the Lovat left. 

His shot was well-saved by 
keeper Iain MacLeod but 
Matheson ran in to knock 
the re-bound past the keeper 
before tapping the ball into the 
empty net.

There was some consolation 
for Skye when James Pringle 
pulled a goal back on 78 min-
utes. 

The ball fell to Pringle in 
space and he touched the ball 
wide before hitting it low across 
keeper Stuart MacDonald into 
the bottom corner of the net.

After already winning the 
Lovat Cup a day into the New 
Year, this was a second cup 
success of year for Lovat. 

And it was a good start for 
Greg Matheson’s Lovat cap-
taincy as he came forward to 
lift the trophy. 

Strathglass 3
Inverness 1 
The Strathglass and Inverness 
second teams had a noon 
meeting at Cannich with the 
home side, newly-restored to 
Marine Harvest North Division 
2, running out 3-1 winners.

The match was played on a 
firm surface but it was playable 
despite freezing temperatures.

Strathglass included former 
Lewis Camanachd player Eo-
ghan Stewart.  

Inverness will be encouraged 
to have Scott Watson and Gor-
don MacKenzie back in their 
ranks, whilst youngsters Ross 
MacKinnon and Finlay Calder 
were amongst their debutants. 

Stuart MacRae put Inverness 
ahead but Strathglass levelled 
before the break and they 
scored twice more in a five  
minute second half burst to 
seal the 3-1 win. 

The Strathglass goals came 
courtesy of a Barry John 
Phimister double with Ciaran 
Melens getting the other.   

Strathglass 2
Tayforth 1
Strathglass beat Tayforth 2-1 in 
their encounter at Cannich.

Orsten Gardiner gave Tay-
forth the lead after nine min-
utes, but Lewis Douglas drew 
the sides level mid-way through 
the first half. 

Scott Douglas scored to put 
Strathglass 2-1 ahead just 
before half time and, with no 
goals in the second half, his 
strike proved to be the winner. 

Taynuilt 1
Glasgow Mid Argyll 0
A late goal gave Taynuilt a 
1-0 win over the Glasgow Mid 
Argyll second team at Taynuilt 

Sports Hub. Ryan Gillies 
notched the winner with his 
effort in the final 10 minutes of 
the game. 

Shinty action this 
Saturday
Pre-season friendlies continue 
on Saturday February 18.

Oban Camanachd head 
north to play Marine Harvest 
National Division side Strath-
glass at Cannich for the Murdo 
MacKenzie Memorial Cup,  
whilst Oban Celtic welcome 
Marine Harvest Premiership 
opposition as Kilmallie visit 
Mossfield. Lochside Rovers 
face Newtonmore’s second 
team at Ganavan. 

Newtonmore host Inverness, 
whilst Fort William head for 
Kirkton to play Kinlochshiel. 

Glengarry have home ad-
vantage against the Inverness 
second team and Kingussie and 
Beauly meet at the Dell.

Ballachulish welcome the Kil-
mallie second team to Jubilee 
Park whilst the Glenurquhart 
and Skye Camanachd first and 
second teams meet – the firsts 
at Blairbeg and the seconds in 
Portree. 

Glasgow Mid Argyll play 
Bute in Yoker, whilst Tayforth 
have home advantage against 
Aberdeen University. 

Aberdour take on Kyles 
Athletic’s second team at Sil-
versands. 

Black is back          
at Boleskine
Graham Black will manage 
Boleskine for the 2017 shinty 
season. 

Former Lovat player Jamie 
Matheson started off last sea-
son in charge at Smith Park but 
later stepped down.

Black had a previous spell 
managing the club and his 
appointment at Smith Park will 
give the squad stability ahead 
of their Marine Harvest North 
Division 2 campaign. 

Glasgow Mid 
Argyll bolster 
squad
Glasgow Mid Argyll have made 
four additions to their squad 
ahead of their return to the 
Marine Harvest Premiership. 

GMA last played in shin-
ty’s top league in 2010 and 
long-serving manager George 
Hay will again be assisted by 
Dougie Lake and Neil McLay 
this year. 

They have increased their 
defensive options by adding 
Lochside Rovers goalie Robert 
Dunnings and ex-Glenurquhart 
defender Stuart Reid to their 
squad. 

John Don MacKenzie returns 
to Yoker after a season with his 
original club Kinlochshiel.   

Another ex-Kinlochshiel 
player, Duncan ‘Ach’ MacRae, 
who can play in midfield or in 
attack, has also signed on for 
the season ahead. 

The remainder of the squad is 
along the lines of last year. 

Skye Camanachd 
awards night
Skye Camanachd held their 
annual award presentations at a 
ceilidh night at the Skye Cama-
nachd Clubhouse on Saturday 
February 11.

The 2016 club player of the 
year was Neil MacVicar, with 
Allan MacLeod collecting the 
second team award.

Youngster James Pringle 
broke into the Skye first team 
during the 2016 season and he 
was given the coveted ‘Caman 
DR’.

The Angus Murchison tro-
phy, presented to the person 
who has done most for the 
club off the field of play, was 
presented to Helen Gilpin who, 
along with Dr Wilson Banks, 
provides pitchside match-day 
medical cover for all the Skye 
teams throughout the season. 

James Pringle and John 
Gillies shared the U17 player of 
the year accolade whilst Jamie 
Gillies took the U14 award.

Marine Harvest national la-
dies player of the year Rhianna 
Kirk was also the Skye Cama-
nachd ladies player of the year. 

2017 WCA � xtures 
released
The Women’s Camanachd 
Association has released their 
fixtures for the new season. 

In an earlier than normal 
start, the opening Marine 
Harvest North Division 2 and 
Development League fixtures 
both take place over the week-
end February 25-26. 

Lochaber are away to Lewis 
in North 2, whilst Glengarry 
are off to Cannich to play 
Strathglass and Strathspey host 
Inverness. 

The Development East fix-
tures will also take place that 
same weekend in Strathspey 
whilst the Development West 
fixtures are hosted by Strath-
glass.

The Marine Harvest South 
Division 2 fixtures start over 
the weekend of March  4-5 
when Oban Lorn are at home 
to Glasgow Mid Argyll, Lorne 
Ladies host Ardnamurchan 
and Cowal and Bute are at 
home to Dunadd. 

That same weekend, the 
second round of Marine Har-
vest North Division 2 matches 
sees Glengarry, Glenurquhart 
and Lochaber all with home 
advantage against Inverness, 
Strathglass and Strathspey 
respectively.  

The much-anticipated Ma-
rine Harvest National Division 
1 programme starts over the 
weekend of March 11-12. 

Champions Skye Camanachd 
play 2015 league winners 
Glasgow Mid Argyll at Pairc 
nan Laoch, Portree. Valerie 
Fraser Camanachd Cup win-
ners Lochaber face Badenoch 
at Spean Bridge, whilst the 
league’s newly-promoted sides, 
Lovat and Fort William, play at 
Balgate. 

Aberdour don’t have a fixture 
in this seven team league.

Unorthodox defending from Adam MacMaster as Kilmallie’s Duncan Rodger gets his swing in.
Photograph: Donald Cameron.

Fort William’s Calum Shepherd and Lochaber’s James MacRae 
in action durng last weekend’s Glen Mhor Cup match at Spean 

Bridge.  Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image.
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School shintyON SUNDAY February 5 At-
lantis Leisure hosted the final 
round of primary shinty games 
which act as qualifiers for the 
national finals on February 25 
in Fort William.

Games got started at noon 
with the primary three and un-
der section getting us started.  
The six competing sides com-
prised teams from Taynuilt, 
Park, Rockfield and Kilmory 
who played round robin games 
five minutes in length.

The aim of this section is 
to introduce the children to 
competitive shinty at an earlier 
age and promote participation 
in the sport. 

Final round of primary school indoor shinty 

P3 and under winners Park Panthers. Taynuilt were winners of the P7 and under section.Rock� eld Rockets won the P5 and under competition.

Player of the tournament in 
the P5 and under section

was James Muir of 
Rock� eld Rockets.

P7 and under player of the 
tournament Innis Jackson 

from Taynuilt.

It was clear to see that the 
standard of play has increased 
since the introduction of this 
age group and it was Park 
school’s Dunollie Dragons who 
eventually pipped the Rock-
field Rapids to first place.

Centre stage
Next up the primary five and 

under section took place with 
seven teams from across Oban 
and Lochgilphead taking cen-
tre stage.

The quality of shinty was 
fantastic throughout which was 
epitomised by the standard set 
by the Rockfield Rockets, who 
came through a tough section 
and will represent the Oban 

area at the national finals. 
Finally, the primary seven 
section was up. Taynuilt were 
the strongest team in this sec-
tion and were all but secure of 
qualifying before play started.

Nonetheless, the league was 
competitive throughout and 
were delighted to welcome back 
a St Columba’s team who have 
been absent from the primary 
shinty scene for a couple of 
years.

Additionally, the Oban Area 
Development Group was 
delighted to announce it has 
secured a £5,000 grant from 
the Heart of the Community 
Trust. The cash grant from 

Scottish Sea Farms will be 
released over a five-year period 
to help secure the future of 
primary tournaments and the 
hire of venues. 

The group were also able to 
provide two player of the tour-
nament awards. The primary 
five player of the tournament 
was Rockfield’s James Muir 
and the shield was donated 
by Munro’s of Oban. The 
senior player of the tournament 
award, the Ryan MacPhail Me-
morial Quaich, was presented 
to Taynuilt’s Innis Jackson. 

Rugby 
Robbie on 
the telly

Robbie with Richie Gray 
as they headed onto the 
pitch. 

A YOUNG Tarbert rugby 
player had a prominent role 
at the Six Nations opener at 
Murrayfield. Mid Argyll Rugby 
Club’s Robbie Herd, aged 12, 
was selected as a mascot for the 
Scotland team in their match 
against Ireland.

Led out on to the field by 
Richie Gray, Robbie was ready 
to make his voice heard as he 
joined in with the national 
anthem.

Robbie left Murrayfield 
not just with a Scotland 
kit, signed rugby ball, pro-
gramme and flag but a huge 
grin on his face after the result 
(27-22 for the Scots).

Speaking after the big day, 
Robbie said: ‘It was great. I 
really enjoyed it.’

And Stuart, Robbie’s dad, 
added: ‘It was a well organised 
day and was great to see Robbie 
being a part of it. And even 
better – Scotland won.’

IT WAS a full house of shooters 
for the February leg of Tarbert 
Gun Club’s winter team shoot 
at Barmore.

Like all the previous shooting 
days, the weather was perfect 
on Sunday February 5. No wind 
or rain and mild, and it showed 
with a lot of the scoring.

With just one competition 
left, the 53 shooters competing 
were trying hard to increase 
their points tally.

The high-ribbed Beretta of 
Andrew MacDonald and Jona-
thon Gargan were not missing 
much, with Andrew pipping 
Jonathon for top gun. The 
surprise of the day was John Winning team: Matthew Peden, John Cupples, John Paton and Andrew MacDonald. Not in the picture is Archie MacGilp. 

SPORTS Hall Athletics comes to Oban on 
Wednesday March 1 when the contest for the 
Oban and North Argyll area takes place at 
Atlantis Leisure.

The competition is the third of four local area 
events promoted by Mid Argyll Athletic Club this 
winter and supported by all the athletic clubs in 
Argyll.  

Excitement
Specialist equipment is used for various 

running, jumping and throwing events in small 
arenas and this indoor version of athletics brings 
the skills and excitement of track and field into 
sports halls giving youngsters a taste of athletics 
in a warm and dry atmosphere.

Competitors are reminded that the Oban 
competition starts at 4pm on Wednesday March 
1 and all entries will be taken on the day. The 
competition will be held in two sessions with the 

SOME very ‘entertaining 
games’ have been played in the 
latest rounds of  Fort William’s 
table tennis league recently.

In division two, Joe Robson 
faced newcomer Ritchie 
Cesnulaitis, the latter of whom 
put up a good fight, levelling 
the match at one game all 
before Joe took the third game 
11-5. Ritchie then fought back 
but narrowly lost the fourth 
game 13-11 and thus the match 
3-1.

Joe then played John Steele 
and, despite some tight games 
ensuing, Joe took all three 

Midweek indoor athletics in Oban 

under-sevens and under-nines age groups starting 
at 4pm and the under-11s up to under-17s will start 
at 5.15pm until 7pm.  For all age groups the age is 
taken as on the September 1, 2016.

There will be trophies for the overall winners in 
each age group and all competitors will receive a 
medal with ribbon.   

 The entry fee is £2 per competitor or £5 for 
families of three or more members.

 Successful athletes from the Oban competition 
will qualify to compete in the Argyll final to be 
held at Atlantis Leisure in Oban on Sunday March 
19. In the final, the best young athletes from the 
Oban contest will be up against the qualifiers 
from the other competitions at Lochgilphead, 
Campbeltown and Tobermory.

Indoor athletics
games to win 3-0. Neil Cameron 
and Aileen McFadzean also 
faced each other, with Aileen 
coming out on top 3-0. She then 
played John Steele in another 
close-fought match where John 
narrowly lost the first two games 
9-11, but then took the third 
game by the same score. Aileen, 
however, won the fourth game to 
record a 3-1 victory.

In division one, Steve Crook 
continued his unbeaten run by 
defeating John Grant 3-0.

John also played Monte Bleas-
dale and as usual provided a 
stern test for the Fort’s number 

two, but despite losing the first 
two games and then pulling the 
score back to 1-2, Monte took 
the fourth game 11-7 to record 
a 3-1 victory.

Rapidly improving Fiona 
Clarke continued her impres-
sive form as she recorded a 3-1 
victory over Jim Hinchley.

The club is always on the look-
out for new members. If you are 
interested, please see the club`s 
website tabletennisfortwilliam.
org.uk.

Entertaining table tennis at the Fort

Tarbert shooters have a blast
Paton’s lads inflicting their first 
defeat, depriving Roy Laird’s 
team of a clean sweep of wins 
in the team event.

Results: Class A – 1 John 
Paton; 2= Ally McDonnell and 
Bob McColl. Class B – 1 An-
drew MacDonald; 2 Jonathan 
Gargan; 3 Archie MacGilp.

Class C – 1= Andy Wilson, 
Jack Campbell and David 
Thorburn.

Class D – 1= Steve Sloan 
and Andrew Gall; 3 Shaun 
Johnson.  Class E – 1 Matthew 
Peden; 2 Stephen MacSporran; 
3 Michael Harvey

Shooting

IT WAS all about new records 
and personal bests at the Dol-
phins’ first time trials of 2017.

Held at MacPool, Lochgilp-
head, recently, the trials featured 
40m freestyle, backcrawl, breast-
stroke and butterfly swims and 
100m individual medley swims.

The junior group clocked up 
80 per cent personal best swim 
times, with Cara Banaghan 
and Tom West achieving five 
personal bests each.

While the senior group 
finished with 50 per cent per-
sonal best swims, Abi Gregory, 
Ellen Moir, Hannah Young and 
Johnnie Neville also made five 
personal best times. New club 
records were set on the day by 
Ruth Neville in the 10/11 years 
individual medley, Ian Munro 
in the 14 years and above 
butterfly, and Megan Danson 
in the 14 years and above 100m 
individual medley record and 
the 40m breaststroke record 
that has been held since 2015.

The current fastest swimmers 
in the club are: Ian Munro – 
29.09 seconds for butterfly; 
Ruby Bosomworth – 31.24 
seconds for backcrawl; Megan 
Danson – 34.29 seconds for 
breaststroke and 100m indi-
vidual medley; and the fastest 
swimmer through the water 
is Alfie Smith 25.12 seconds 
freestyle.

Name ............................................................................................
Address ........................................................................................
 ......................................................................................................
 ....................................Tel No. ......................................................

Please 
tape your 
£1 coin 

here

THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £1000
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where 
you think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum 
of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre 
of your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the 
crosses overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

SPOT THE SHINTY BALL

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 
per 20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot 
the Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday. No refunds will 
be given for entries received after the deadline.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Offi ce, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are 
delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the 

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The 
fi nal decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition 
null and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make 
full refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has 
entered the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and 
any person otherwise connected with the competition are 
ineligible to enter.

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: 
Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, 
The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S 
SHINTY BALL 
WAS HERE. . .

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

A Cameron
Spean Bridge

&

K Sweeney
Fort William
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Oban Saints youth 
results and � xtures
Youth football

LAST weekend’s results: 
Under-13s, no game; Under-14s 
1, Drumchapel United 2. Saints 
goalscorer was Connor Moore. 
Under-15s, no game; Port 
Glasgow BC  0, v Under-16s 
4. Scoring for Saints were Sol 
Smith (2), Keir MacLean and 
Scot Mossman. Ardencaple v 
Under-17s, postponed.
 This weekend’s fixtures – 
Under- 13s, no game; Broomhill 
v Under 14s; Under-15s v 
Dumbarton Riverside; v 
Under-16s v Dumbarton United; 
Under-17s v Antonine.  

Scottish AFL results 
and � xtures
Football

LAST Saturday’s results: 
Premier Division – Oban Saints 
2, Drumchapel Colts 1; Premier 
2A – Port Glasgow OBU 0, 
Lochgilphead Red Star 6; 
Premier 2B – Tarbert v Duntoc-
her, postponed; Jimmy Marshall 
Cup, second round – Inverclyde 
2, Campbeltown Pupils 4.
 This Saturday’s fixtures: 
Premier Division – Inverclyde 
v Oban Saints; Campbeltown 
Pupils, no game; Premier 
Division 2A – East Kilbride 
YM v Lochgilphead Red Star; 
Premier Division 2B – Tarbert v 
Arkleston. 

Narrow defeat for Oban Lorne 
as visitors claim league title Football

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday February 16, 2017 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 02.57 1.0 08.40 3.6 15.29 1.4 21.00 3.5
Fri 03.35 1.3 09.13 3.4 16.09 1.6 21.38 3.3
Sat 04.18 1.5 09.50 3.2 16.58 1.8 22.44 3.1
Sun 05.09 1.8 10.37 3.0 17.59 2.0 23.36 2.9
Mon 06.10 1.9 12.13 2.8 19.13 2.0  **.**  *.*
Tues 01.48 2.9 07.21 2.0 14.34 2.9 20.42 1.9
Wed 03.05 3.0 08.44 1.9 15.34 3.0 21.49 1.7
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

12
9

8

Thursday Light rain showers
 Winds moderate west south westely
 Temperatures 6°C to 9ºC.
Friday Cloudy with light rain showers
 Winds moderate south south easterly
 Temperatures 8°C to 9ºC.

Weekend Light rain on Saturday
Outlook Light rain on Sunday
 Winds light west south westerly
 Temperatures 6ºC to 9ºC.

Saints drawn 
away in 
Scottish Cup

OBAN Saints have been drawn 
away to face top Perthshire AFA 
outfit Letham in the seventh 
round of the Scottish Amateur 
Cup. This game has been 
scheduled for Saturday March 4.
 Letham presently sit undefeat-
ed with nine wins out of nine at 
the top of Perth Division One 
so this will be a tough match for 
the Oban side to negotiate. 
 The winners of the Letham 
v Oban Saints tie have been 
drawn away to either Cambus-
nethan Talbot or Barca Milton 
in the quarter-finals with this 
game taking place on Saturday 
March 25.
 Saints secretary David 
Buchanan said: ‘The Scottish 
Cup draws have not been kind 
to us this season. We’ve only 
had one home game and if we 
get past Letham we play away 
again in the quarter-final.’
 The Oban boys have been 
drawn away in the third round 
of the Jimmy Marshall Cup 
where they will face Arkleston. 
However, if they were to win 
that game they would play 
Port Glasgow at home in the 
quarter-final.

OBAN Lorne welcomed title-
chasing Newton Stewart as 
Saturday’s opposition in what 
was a very  important game for 
both teams. 
 The Green Machine were in 
the hunt for some much-needed 
league points to lift themselves 
away from the relegation zone, 
while the visitors knew that a 
win would secure the league title 
and promotion to the National 
League for the first time in the 
club’s history.
  Due to a frozen pitch at Glen-
cruitten, the game was moved 
to the beautiful surroundings of 
the back-up North Connel pitch 
which was in perfect condition 
for the game.
 Oban, despite missing some key 
players such as prop Robin Mac-
Queen, second rows Jack Baxter 
and Jack Strachan, and stand-off 
Dave McCabe, still managed 
to field a very strong squad 
confident of taking a win after 
some promising performances 
in recent weeks.
  Referee Andy Summers began 
the match in front of a large 
North Connel crowd with a 
number of away supporters 
making the long trip to Oban.
 The visitors attacked well early 
on and were using their big run-
ners in the back row to put the 
Oban defence under pressure. 
It was Oban, however, who 
would take the lead after only 
five minutes. A poor pass in the 
away backline was intercepted 
by Oban captain Craig Wright, 
who broke free into the 22 where 
he was eventually brought down 
by the scrambling defence. 
  The ball was spun wide through 
the hands of the Oban team 
where it eventually found player/ 
coach Corrie Louw who bundled 
over the line for a 5-0 lead. 
Scrum-half Finlay Carmichael’s 
conversion added another two 
points.
  The visitors looked to respond 
with a penalty attempt that fell 
wide off the posts after a very 
long period of advantage played 
from Oban being offside.
 On the 12-minute mark the 

match was stopped due to a 
serious knee injury sustained 
to Newton Stewart’s 17-year-old 
stand-off. The player was dealt 
with superbly by the pitch-side 
medics  and much thanks must 
be given to the local emergency 
services who were on the scene 
in good time and controlled the 
situation very well. Thoughts of 
all at Oban Lorne are with the 
player for a speedy recovery.
  After a 30-minute break, play 
was resumed deep in the Oban 
Lorne half. Newton Stewart 
pressed well for a try and were 
rewarded with their efforts with 
two scores in a five-minute peri-
od racing into a 12-7 lead.
  Oban’s discipline at the break-
down was becoming an issue in 
the game and were gaining no 
50/50 decisions from the referee. 
The men in green were reduced 
to 14 men on the half-hour mark 
with Malcolm Kavanagh being 
removed from the field by ref-
eree Summers due a successive 
number of penalties given away 
by the team.
 Playing with 14 men has seemed 
to bring out the best in Oban 
Lorne this season and this 
proved to be the same again with 
increased effort levels through-
out the team being rewarded 
with a well-taken Carmichael 
penalty to reduce the score to 
12-10 at half-time.
  Into the second half, Newton 
Stewart started well and con-
trolled the majority of territory 
and possession. The Oban de-
fence, however, was very strong 
with some fantastic tackling and 
competing for the ball at the 
breakdown. 
  As the Oban defence soaked up 
the Newton Stewart pressure, the 
home side were again reduced 
to 14 players with second row 
Vladi Mihov being sin-binned 
for an off the ball incident with 
an opponent. The visitors made 
the most of their advantage and 
slotted over two penalties in a 
short space of time to increase 
the lead to 18-10.
 With 20 minutes remaining, 
Oban hit back through captain 

Craig Wright. A clearing Oban 
kick was knocked straight into 
Wright’s hands in a mix-up 
between the away side’s fullback 
and winger. Wright raced clear 
from 40 meters out to score 
and bring Oban back into the 
match. Carmichael’s conversion 
narrowly missed, meaning Oban 
still trailed by three points.
  The second Oban Lorne try 
of the day seemed to change 
the pattern of the game, with 
the visitors looking nervy going 
into the closing stages. Oban 
now had most of the ball and 
attacked well, bringing in pow-
erful runners such as Callum 
MacLachlan to the match.
  A powerful Oban driving maul 
was also dismantling the away 
forward pack at times along 
with a dominant scrum. The 
Oban lineout, which misfired 
at times in the first half, was 
now functioning well with the 
majority of throws going long to 
replacement back row Stephen 
Povey.
 Oban pressed for a winning 
score but were undone with 
some fantastic defensive work 
on many occasions and a few 
unforced errors with the ball in 
hand.
 The Newton Stewart players 
and supporters were both 
delighted and relieved with the 
noise of the final whistle mean-
ing they had secured the West 
Division 1 title for the first ever 
time.
 Despite the late dominance from 
Oban Lorne, the better team 
on the day had won the game 
with the visitors controlling the 
game well for the majority of 
the 80 minutes. Newton Stewart 
are worthy league winners and 
everyone at Oban Lorne wishes 
them the best of luck in National 
Division 3 next season.
  For losing within seven points, 
Oban Lorne secured a vital 
bonus point to narrow the gap 
to eighth-placed Kilmarnock 
RFC to only five points with 

two matches in hand over their 
Ayrshire rivals.
 Oban Lorne will hope to get 
onto level terms with Kilmar-
nock in the league as the team 
welcome mid-table Garnock 
RFC to Glencruitten this Sat-
urday. Kick off is scheduled for 
3pm with the game planned to 
be played at Glencruitten.

BT West Regional Shield 
semi-fi nal
Oban Lorne still await on the 
outcome of their semi-final 
opponents in the West Regional 
Shield with the quarter-final 
tie between East Kilbride and 
Carrick RFC falling victim of 
a frozen pitch on Saturday. The 
game will now be played this 
Saturday with the winners facing 
Oban Lorne at Glencruitten on 
Saturday February 25.

BT West Division 4
Cowal 53
Argyll and Bute 13
Argyll and Bute played their 
10th competitive match of the 
season on Saturday as they 
travelled to take on Argyll 
rivals Cowal RFC at Dunoon 
Stadium. Argyll fielded a strong 
team but were undone on the 
day with a number of players 
out of position, particularly in 
the pack.
 After leading 3-0, Argyll 
eventually went down 53-13, 
playing most of the game with 
14 players due to injury.
 Despite the loss, Argyll were 
happy with their overall perfor-
mance and managed to score a 
couple of well-worked tries.
  This Saturday Argyll and Bute 
travel to take on Shawlands 
RFC in Glasgow.

BT Women’s National
League 2
Oban Lorne Ladies v
Annan Warriors
Oban Lorne Ladies have their 
biggest game of the season so 
far this Sunday as they welcome 
second placed Annan Warriors 
to Glencruitten. Only one point 
separates the sides at the top 
of the league with the winning 
team this Sunday taking a 
massive step towards promotion 
to Division 1. A close game is in 
prospect with the teams meeting 
in the BT Women’s Bowl a few 
week ago where Annan ran out 
narrow 10-8 winners.
 Oban Lorne ladies are currently 
unbeaten in the league and 
should have a strong squad to 
choose from for this week’s game. 
Kick off on Sunday is scheduled 
for 2pm at Glencruitten.

Rugby

S1/2 rugby festival called 
off
Saturday’s planned S1/2 festi-
val at Glencruitten was called 
off due to frozen pitches. 
 Oban’s S1/2 teams were due 
to take on opposition from 
Lochaber RFC, Isle of Mull 
RFC and Mid Argyll RFC. 
 The tournament will be re-

Youth rugby round-up
arranged for a later date. Oban’s 
S1/2 teams have no fixture this 
weekend  due to school holidays.

West Regional Cup
Oban U16s v
Strathaven/Dalziel U16s
Oban Lorne U-16s welcome 
Strathaven/Dalziel U-16s to 
Glencruitten on Sunday in the 

last 16 of the West Regional 
Cup competition. 
 A narrow win over Marr in the 
previous round sees Oban reach 
the last 16 for the first time. 
 A strong Oban squad will be 
confident of progressing to 
the quarter-finals. Kick off on 
Sunday is TBC at Glencruitten 
or North Connel.Oban Lorne player/coach Corrie Louw grounds the ball for the � rst score of the match.

Oban Lorne captain Craig 
Wright raced 40-metres to 
score a try and bring his 
side right back into the 
game. Photos: Stephen Lawson
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CAOL Primary School 
pupils have been enjoying 
a week of activities and 
trips as they learn about 
money.

Depute head teacher 
Sharon MacDonald said: 
‘Money Week has been a 
fantastic initiative to build 
partnerships with our local 
community. Every class 
has had visitors and been 
out on a trip. Learning 
about money benefits the 
children.’

Pupils of all ages have 
been taking part, with 
some going on trips to 
local shops where they 
have been using money in 
a real life context.

Primary one pupils 
visited Morrisons where 
they looked at prices and 
special offers, learned 
about healthy eating at the 
fish and butcher counters, 
had a shot on the tills, had 
a look in the warehouse 
and had a healthy snack in 
the canteen.

Other classes have been 
learning how to budget 
and some have been 
learning about earning 
a living and the world of 
work.

Primary 4/5 had a Drag-
on’s Den style competition 
where they had to design 
piggy banks.

Aaron Laverty, P1, has fun getting up close to some of the 
seafood sold at Morrisons � sh counter as part of Caol Primary 

School’s Money Week. Photograph: Abrightside Photography.

THE HIGHLAND Council has 
announced there will be will 
be no cuts to Additional Sup-
port Needs (ASN) services.

The council will consider next 
year’s budget at its meeting 
today (February 16) and have 
said school budgets will be 
protected with no proposals 
to make savings to services 
which makes up a third of the 
council’s total spend.

Councillor Drew Millar, chair-
man of the Education, Children 
and Adult Services committee, 
said: ‘This administration has 
pledged to protect education 
and I am delighted we are de-
livering on this pledge. We will 
maintain funding for teachers 
and ASN services.’

TRANSPORT union TSSA 
claims to have won a battle 
with Dutch rail company 
Abellio over the right of its 
call centre workers in Scot-
land to belong to a union.

TSSA organisers will now 
be granted access to the 
Fort William-based national 
call centre this week where 
at least 57 employees have, 
until now, been denied un-
ion rights since Abellio took 
over the ScotRail franchise 
in April 2015.

It comes after TSSA general 
secretary Manuel Cortes 
spoke to the media at the 
weekend about a lack of 
response to requests from 
TSSA to be given access to 
the Fort William employees.

Abellio has now agreed to 
open its Fort William doors 
to TSSA today (February 16).

THERE has been outcry from 
Lochaber businesses as the ‘dev-
astating’ impact of rising busi-
nesses rates has come to light.

The levy, which will come into 
force on April 1, is based on the 
annual rent council-employed 
assessors estimate business 
premises would command on the 
open market and a ‘poundage’ 
rate set by the Scottish Govern-
ment. The increases follow the 
first revaluation of rental values 
since 2010. 

The Oban Times was contacted 
by one Lochaber hotel, who 
wished to remain annoymous, 
after finding out its businesses 
rates have doubled from £22,000 
to £55,000.

The manager said she only 
discovered businesses rates were 
rising after receiving a letter from 
a company asking to represent 
her in an appeal.

She said: ‘We have to increase 
our own rates to keep up with the 
business rates, which will price us 
out of the market. People will be 
paying the same to stay here as 
they would in London. No-one’s 
going to pay that.

‘Some hotels, like ours, have 
had their rates increase by 100 
per cent, some by even more, and 
no tourism business can sustain 
that. All the gains the tourism 
industry has made in the past few 
years are going to be crushed.’

Lesley Benfield, Lochaber 
Chamber of Commerce Chief 
Executive Officer, said: ‘The 
chamber is aware of small ac-
commodation providers facing 
rateable value increases in excess 
of £7,000 per annum and in cases 
where the rateable value exceeds 

A FORT WILLIAM taxi driver has 
branded a proposed 28 per cent increase 
in fares a ‘disgrace’.

Nairn McArthur said drivers have 
been informed by Highland Council’s 
licensing committe the price per mile 
for tariff one – Monday to Friday during 
the day – is to go up from £1.40 to £1.80. 
He said: ‘This is a disgrace. There are 
people round here who rely on taxis but 
these regular customers are not going 
to continue to get taxis. People will just 
walk past and go for a bus.

Mr McArthur added drivers will also 
have to get their meters re-calibrated 
and tested by the council which could 
cost £100 per taxi. He also said drivers 
who tendered for the school run did so 
in January at the price of £1.40 per mile. 
The proposed changes would mean 

those companies will have under-priced 
the school run. 

Mr McArthur now plans to get as many 
drivers as possible to sign a letter of 
appeal to send to the council.

Tariff two, which operates between 
9pm and 7am at the weekend and when 
five or more passengers are carried at any  
time of the day, and tariff three, which is 
used on Christmas Day, Boxing Day and 
January 1 and 2 and when five or more 
passengers are carried at anytime of 
the day on a Saturday and Sunday, will 
remain unchanged.

In his letter Mr McArthur said: ‘The 
fact that under the proposals tariffs two 
and three would remain unchanged would 
create a bizarre imbalance between the 
tariffs and we would be interested to 
learn of the rational behind this.’ 

A Highland Council spokesperson 
said the licensing committee is required 
to undertake a review of maximum taxi 
tariffs in the Highlands every 18 months 
and to consult on their proposals.

The spokesperson said: ‘As part of this 
process, a draft taxi tariff was proposed 
in December 2016 and published on the 
council’s website. Members of the public 
had until early January 2017 to respond.

‘While the draft tariff proposed was an 
increase of 10 pence per running mile 
at tariff 1 bringing it to £1.50 per mile, 
as a result of written representations 
received from some members of the taxi 
trade and further submissions to the 
committee at the meeting on February 
7 by trade members who attended, the 
committee decided a higher increase to 
£1.80 per mile was justified.’

School budgets 
to be protected 

Union wins battle 
with rail company 

Taxi driver brands fares increase ‘a disgrace’

Warning businesses could ‘go to 
wall’ over proposed rates hike

the turnover of the business we 
have indeed arrived in commer-
cial ‘La-La Land’.’

Chamber member David 
Wilson, of The Lime Tree Gal-
lery, said: ‘Commercial rental 
valuation should be based on the 
reality of the business turnover, 
geographic location and the cur-
rent commercial rental valuation 
market in the hospitality sector. 
How can it make sense to have 
a valuation of 100.22 per cent of 
turnover?’

Caol and Mallaig councillor 
Ben Thompson raised the issue 
after learning one small fami-
ly-owned business in his ward has 
seen its rates increase by £21,000.

He said: ‘A number of local 
businesses have contacted me 
about increases in their business 
rates of up to and more than 100 
per cent. The most severe in-
creases I’ve seen so far are small 
hoteliers/B&Bs with restaurants.

‘That level of extra taxation 
could and will put folk out of 
business. We’re talking tens of 
thousands of extra tax for busi-
nesses that may make less than 
that in profit.’

Scottish Government finance 
secretary Derek Mackay said the 
government announced plans ‘to 
reduce business rates as part of 
the draft budget and has commis-
sioned a wider review of business 
rates and their role in supporting 
economic growth, led by Ken 
Barclay, which is due to conclude 
this summer’.

He added: ‘It is important to 
remember each council retains 
all the business rates revenue it 
collects and it is for councils to 
apply rates reductions, on top of 
existing statutory reliefs, as they 
see fit. Our package of measures 
delivers a tax cut of £155 million, 
which will help those who might 

be impacted by a revaluation. It 
will also mean more than half 
of businesses will pay no rates, 
70 per cent will pay either no or 
less rates than they do currently 
and the total package of relief we 
are offering will increase to more 
than £600 million.’

Fort William and Ardnamur-
chan councillor Andrew Baxter 
said it is ‘unfair’ for the Sottish 
Government to ‘shift the blame 
and say the Highland Council can 
sort it out’.

He continued: ‘This will have a 
really big impact on businesses. 
I know lots of businesses in the 
tourism industry who are con-
cerned about it. I will be making a 
case for the Highland Council to 
look at rate release, but it’s going 
to be a tough job telling them this 
should be a priority.

Highland and Island Labour 
MSP Rhoda Grant told The Oban 
Times some businesses could 
see their business rates increase 
by more than 400 per cent in 
April, adding: ‘How can a small 
family business in Caol and 
Mallaig afford a rates increase of 
£21,000? It is ridiculous and huge 
rates hikes will deter any future 
businesses from investing in local 
communities.’

Mrs Grant urged people hit by 
rates hikes to appeal using the 
online portal on the Scottish 
Assessors Association’s website.

Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch 
MSP Kate Forbes said: ‘Interest-
ingly, a lot of Highland business-
es’ rates will fall or they will pay 
nothing as the Highlands stands 
to benefit enormously from the 
expansion of the rural relief and 
small business bonus schemes.’

The Oban Times contacted the 
Highland Council but it had not 
responded at the time of going to 
press.

Caol pupils shop around and 
cash in on fun week of learning
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KYLE of Lochalsh RNLI's 
volunteer crew rescued a 
16-foot � shing boat last 
Sunday.

Kyle lifeboat Spirit of Fred 
Olsen launched at 3.14pm, 
at the request of the coast-
guard, to assist the � shing 
vessel Ptarmigan which had 
lost power and was drifting 
towards the southern shore 
of the Applecross peninsula.

The vessel, with two people 
on board, had su� ered en-
gine failure approximately 
one mile from the Plockton 
lighthouse and was drifting 
without power in blustery 
conditions. The lifeboat 
arrived on scene at 3.30pm 
and quickly took the vessel 
under tow back to Plockton. 
The Ptarmigan was safely 
returned to its mooring at 
4.29pm.

The lifeboat returned to 
Kyle and was re-fuelled and 
ready for service by 5.20pm.

COMHAIRLE nan Eilean Siar 
has set its budget for 2017/18 
without making further reduc-
tions to services or employees 
– but council tax will rise.

During last Tuesday’s budget 
meeting, the Comhairle raised 
council tax by three per cent, 
the  maximum allowed by the 
Scottish government. The 
council’s SNP group proposed 
an amendment opposing the rise 
but it was defeated in a vote.

Comhairle leader Angus 
Campbell said there had been 
good financial planning to 
balance out a ‘poorer than 

NETWORK Rail has been 
urged to conduct an urgent re-
view of track-side fencing after 
a train struck and killed a cow 
in the West Highlands last year.

A row over compensation 
has followed the unfortunate 
incident, which happened on 
July 27 last year near Plockton 
on the Inverness to Kyle of 
Lochalsh line.

It is thought the cow, inde-
pendently valued at £2,450, 
made its way onto the railway 
because of poorly maintained 
fences alongside the track.

Network Rail has refused 
liability, claiming the cow had 
wandered off its field. 

But farmer John MacLennan 

A NEW community hub in 
south Skye will generate up to 
seven new jobs, provide services 
for residents and attract visitors 
to the area.

An Crùbh, the new £1.8m cen-
tre in Sleat, opens its doors next 
month. It includes a licensed 
shop and café, post office, 
community hall, meeting room, 
exhibition space, toilets and 
showers.

Situated just above the A851 
near Duisdale and Camuscross, 
the building, which boasts spec-
tacular views over the Sound of 
Sleat, is owned and run by Cam-
uscross and Duisdale Initiative 
(CDI).  Major revenue support 
funding from the National Lot-
tery was secured for the build, 
while the fundraising efforts of 
the local community are taking 
the business side forward.

Mark Wringe, CDI chairman, 
said: ‘We have an exciting 

CDI chairman Mark Wringe says the hub will create a number of 
new jobs. Photograph: Sara Bain.

SCHOOLS across the Western 
Isles took part in Worldwide 
Safer Internet Day last week.

On Tuesday February 7, 
e-Sgoil connected to 21 class-
rooms across various schools 
in the Western Isles.

The event was opened by An-
gus MacLennan, head teacher, 
who welcomed everybody 
to e-Sgoil, and presentations 
were given by Balivanich and 
Lochdar schools.

The Child Sexual Exploitation 
Group (CSE), a sub group of 
the Outer Hebrides Child 
Protection Committee, 
launched the Project 360° Safe 
to be creative in promoting 
e-safety within schools and 
the wider community. The CSE 
group was delighted with the 
response from schools.

MARITIME professionals’ 
union Nautilus International 
has welcomed a decision by 
the Scottish Government to 
review the need to put lifeline 
ferry services out to tender in 
the future.

Announcing the move, 
transport minister Humza 
Yousaf said he wanted to 
examine the legal, policy 
and financial implications 
affecting the procurement of 
key Scottish ferry services to 
islands and remote commu-
nities.

Following feedback from 
the European Commission, 
Humza Yousaf said the review 
would assess whether Scottish 
ferries could be covered by 
the ‘Teckal exemption’ which 
enables some services to 
be operated by an in-house 
provider without the need for 
competitive tendering.

Commenting on the an-
nouncement by the transport 
minister of a policy review to 
consider in detail what this 
means for the legal and other 
implications of the procure-
ment of ferry services and 
that Clyde and Hebrides ferry 
services may be exempt from 
tendering, Comhairle nan 
Eilean Siar Leader Angus 
Campbell said: ‘We very much 
welcome this development. 
Whilst it has taken a long time 
to reach this stage, it is pleas-
ing to hear our island ferry 
services may no longer need 
to go out to tender, allowing 
more resources to be spent on 
services rather than expensive 
tendering processes.’

Nautilus general secretary 
Mark Dickinson said: ‘We 
have always maintained the 
tender process was costly and 
unsettling for our members 
and the communities they 
serve.’

Mr Dickinson said he re-
mained optimistic the trans-
port minister will find a way 
forward ‘which negates the 
need for a tender and keeps 
the lifeline ferry services of 
Scotland in public hands, 
serving the communities that 
rely on these lifeline services 
and rewards the profession-
alism of the British seafarers 
who serve these communi-
ties.’

A LEWIS pharmaceutical 
company has won a national 
award for its work in science.

BASF Pharma (Callanish) 
Limited, which makes 
omega-3 products, won the 
Export and International 
Trade award at the Scottish 
Enterprise Life Science 
awards.

The company, which em-
ploys 74 people at its base 
in Callanish on the west side 
of the Isle of Lewis, is part of 
chemicals company BASF.

Chris Scarrott from BASF, 
said: ‘We are thrilled by the 
award. It reinforces what can 
be achieved with innovation 
even in the most remote 
locations, particularly when 
supported by excellent part-
ner agencies like HIE.’

A FORMER MP for the Western Isles is calling 
on the UK Government to provide new support 
for community-owned wind farms.

Calum MacDonald, who manages Britain’s 
largest community-owned wind farm at Beinn 
Ghrideag on Lewis, has called for the introduc-
tion of a new scheme to promote the growth of 
community energy projects.

After meeting with the Secretary of State for 
Scotland David Mundell MP, Mr MacDonald is 
pressing for a new category of community-owned 
wind farms to be included in the Government’s 
Contracts for Difference (CfD) subsidy scheme, 
currently restricted to only large-scale offshore 
wind farms. Mr MacDonald said: ‘The only thing 
now holding back the rapid growth of the com-
munity sector in the UK is the shortage of banks 
willing to lend on the same normal, commercial 
terms as they lend to the corporate sector.’

A £90 MILLION master-plan to 
make Mallaig a more attractive place 
to live, work and do business has 
been revealed.

Mallaig harbour is run by Mallaig 
Harbour Authority (MHA) which 
has been working on a proposal for 
dramatic overhaul.

The purpose of the masterplan is 
to provide a structured framework 
for the physical development and 
transformation of Mallaig Harbour 
over the next 20 years.

Prior to the master-plan being 
released, a range of consultation 
activities were carried out to asses 
how best to deliver social benefits for 
Mallaig, the surrounding area and 
connected communities. If realised, 
it would lead to a revitalisation of the 
waterfront including provision for 
water sport activities, improvement 
in infrastructure for ferries and 
allow visits by cruise ships.

The plan has been set out in five 
stages with the modernisation of fuel 
points to be implemented in years 
one to three, a 150-berth marina in 
years nine to 11 and a leisure slipway 
in years 12-20.

It sets out potential partnerships 
and seeks to rely on a range of 
national and regional policies and 
framework including HIE and HI-
TRANS.

MHA believes the plan will im-
prove services and help safeguard 
current jobs - 18 relating to aquacul-
ture and 17 in the boatyard.

The alternative, according to 
MHA, would severely hinder any 
economic benefits moving forward 
and lead to a gradual decline.

Chief executive officer of Mallaig 
Harbour Robert MacMillian said: 
‘If we can get a bigger harbour it 
makes a huge difference to operators 
coming into the port. The aim is to 

get better facilities to attract new 
business to the harbour. This sees 
the way forward for Mallaig harbour 
for the next 10 to 15 years and after 
nine months of consultation we want 
to celebrate the fact we have this 
master-plan.’

Harbour chairman Charlie King 
commented: ‘We have a duty to 
safeguard the future of the harbour 
which, as we all know, is the key to 
the prosperity of the village.’

Kate Forbes, MSP for Skye, Loch-
aber and Badenoch, said: ‘The plans 
could make a huge difference to the 
ferry service as the revamp will allow 
bigger ferries, cruise liners and cargo 
ships to berth in deeper water within 
the decade.

‘We have to do more to ensure our 
ferry service is robust and reliable for 
years to come. Part of the problem 
to date is that ferries are restricted 
by the infrastructure. This could 

change that. I’m absolutely delighted 
that £90m is being invested in Mal-
laig harbour – not just for its own 
sake, but because of what it means 
for fishing, tourism and other jobs.

‘Both the fishing and tourism sec-
tors can be unpredictable because of 
markets and the weather.

‘So investing £90m will help to 
secure more sustainable career 
opportunities and that is fantastic 
news. I welcome any and all invest-
ment in the West Highlands. We’ve 
got stunning scenery that draws 
visitors, we’re a renowned source of 
seafood and we’re home to lots of 
small, entrepreneurial businesses.

‘But it does need investment to 
unlock our full potential and I hope 
the plans for Mallaig harbour will do 
exactly that.’

The plan is available online via 
the MHA website with hard copies 
available at the library.

ACCLAIMED Scottish actor 
Alan Cumming has embarked 
on a lifelong ambition to explore 
the Outer Hebrides for a new 
documentary which airs on 
Friday February 17.

The much-loved television and 
Broadway star sets out to discov-
er the spirit of Scotland, taking a 
scenic journey from Barra in the 
south to Stornoway.

The actor, who has starred 
in The X-Men and The Good 
Wife, stops off at Eriskay and 

Budget see rises in council tax
anticipated local government 
settlement’ from the Scottish 
Government.

Mr Campbell said: ‘Following 
the Scottish budget deal, an ad-
ditional £160million was made 
available by Scottish govern-
ment to councils, from which the 
Comhairle will receive almost 
£1m in additional revenue and 
£350,000 in additional capital. 
While very welcome, that figure 
in effect only mitigated a reduc-
tion in grant for the Comhairle.

‘It did enable the Comhairle, 
however, to support the vital 
social care services provided 
by the Integration Joint Board, 
by an additional £500,000, with 
the remaining £500,000 going 
to support balances for what 

will undoubtedly be difficult 
financial years ahead.’

Last week Na h-Eileanan an 
Iar SNP MSP Alasdair Allan 
welcomed a £275,000 funding 
boost for Western Isles schools 
from the Scottish Government’s 
new Pupil Equity Fund, designed 
to help close the poverty-related 
attainment gap. He said: ‘The 
SNP in government has made 
closing the poverty-related 
attainment gap our number one 
priority. This new £120 fund is 
aimed at doing just that - sup-
porting 21 primaries and four 
secondaries across the isles. By 
setting the funding per child 
registered for free school meals, 
schools in the Western Isles 
will be able to benefit from this 

fund.’ Highlands and Islands 
MSP Rhoda Grant responded 
by saying this apparent increase 
in funding is insufficient in light 
of recent budget cuts to local 
councils.

Ms Grant said: ‘This money 
is by-passing local councils and 
going directly to schools. This 
is being done against the back-
ground of extensive cuts to pub-
lic services, including education, 
which, following the budget, we 
can expect to continue.’

The SNP group also proposed 
that the re-design of the chil-
dren’s residential centre Hill-
crest should be delayed and the 
service should not be cut. There 
is a firm plan in place for the 
transitional period, but this was 

also defeated. This amendment 
also included a plan to re-intro-
duce concessionary fares on the 
Sound of Harris and the Sound 
of Barra.

The councillors agreed to re-
instate a five-day air service be-
tween Benbecula and Stornoway 
with one rotation on Mondays 
and Fridays and two rotations 
the other three days.

Councillor Campbell has 
backed calls made by Loganair’s 
managing director Jonathan 
Hinkles for the present tax 
exemptions on flights from the 
Highlands and Islands to be in 
place for flights leaving from 
Edinburgh, Glasgow and Aber-
deen.

He said: ‘Abolishing tax on 

flights to the islands is a perfect 
opportunity for the Scottish 
Government to demonstrate 
how serious it is about giving 
island areas a level playing field 
on the back of the productive 
discussions we have had with 
them on the Islands Bill. Island 
areas rely heavily on business 
and tourism to boost the econo-
my and lower travel costs would 
certainly help us in that regard. 
This move would also greatly 
help the many families through-
out the islands who are often 
priced out of travelling between 
mainland and island airports.’

A report on the potential for a 
Barra to Benbecula service is to 
be brought back to councillors at 
a future meeting.

Review of      
ferry 
tendering 
welcomed

www.facebook.com/obantimes

School focus on 
internet safety

Lewis � rm wins 
national award 

Skye jobs boost as hub doors open

facility that is both practical 
and beautiful. The business side 
of the project, which is wholly 
owned by the community, fulfills 
community needs that were not 
being met and we hope visitors 
and wider Sleat communities 
will support us.

‘We want what we offer in the 
shop and café to be as impres-
sive as the building itself and we 
need ambitious staff to achieve 
that.’

A new business development 
manager begins her post next 
month and positions are avail-

able for a cook/café manager, 
assistant café manager, shop/
post office manager and an as-
sistant shop manager. Seasonal 
positions may be available later 
in the year.

As well as being a general 
store, it is hoped the shop will 
sell locally-grown produce. Mr 
Wringe said: ‘The whole point 
of having a community shop is 
to encourage local producers 
to re-engage with their crofts 
and have an outlet to sell their 
produce. A post office is an 
essential element of the shop 
because the Duisdale post 
mistress is retiring soon and the 
community wanted the service 
to continue.’

It is hoped the hall will bring 
in additional revenue and launch 
An Crùbh as a venue for clubs, 
groups, individuals and events.

The first event in the hall is 
a fundraising table top sale 
which takes place on Saturday 
February 25 at 11am. The shop 
and café are due to open in time 
for Easter.

SARA BAIN
fort@obantimes.co.uk

Lifeboat crew 
helps stranded 
fi shing boat

Mallaig harbour to get £90 million upgrade

Callanish to visit islanders and 
business and see how the people 
who live there make a living in 
a ‘beautiful but harsh environ-
ment’.

In the hour-long show, Alan 
also explores the ancient mys-
tery of a standing stone circle 
older than Stonehenge, finds 
out about the real story behind 
Whisky Galore and plays foot-
ball on one of the world’s most 
unique football pitches.

Deputy director of channels 

at STV Elizabeth Pattyka said: 
‘Alan’s TV career started on 
STV with appearances on Tag-
gart and Take the High Road 
and it’s fantastic to see him 
back on the channel with this 
insightful documentary. I think 
viewers will love being part of 
his much-anticipated journey to 
one of the most stunning parts 
of our country.’

Head of global brand at 
VisitScotland, which is spon-
soring the programme, Helen 

Campbell said: ‘From landing 
on the beach at Barra to walking 
among the Callanish Stones 
on Lewis, a trip to the Outer 
Hebrides offers some of the 
most breathtaking experiences 
on the planet. With his own 
unique take on the islands, Alan 
Cumming will bring the spirit of 
the Outer Hebrides to life.’

Edge of Scotland airs on Friday 
February 17 at 9pm on STV, and 
a version of the documentary 
will air on NBC in America.

Alan Cumming is fulling his 
life long ambition to travel 

the Outer Hebrides. 

maintains the animal had been 
on common grazing land at 
Strathie and didn’t do anything 
wrong.

MSP for Skye, Lochaber and 
Badenoch Kate Forbes has 
written to Network Rail in sup-
port of Mr MacLennan, asking 
for an offer of compensation as 
well as calling for the rail or-
ganisation to speed up repairs 
on line-side fencing.

Ms Forbes said: ‘If the fences 
alongside the track are in good 
order, it should be nigh impos-
sible for cattle to make it onto a 
railway line.

‘It has come to my attention 
Network Rail is going to im-
prove and build two miles of 

fence at this particular area in 
April.

‘Whilst I very much welcome 
any improvement and invest-
ment on the line, it does seem 
to indicate the present standard 
of fencing is not up to scratch.

The latest available figures 
from the Rail Safety and Stand-
ards Board showed that in 
2012/13 there were 93 ‘animal 
strike incidents’ in Scotland 
and, according to Network 
Rail, the associated cost of 
animals on the line incidents 
across the UK that year was 
£4.9 million.

Network Rail was contacted 
by The Oban Times but did not 
respond before the deadline.

Network Rail refuses to accept 
liability after train kills cow

Community wind 
farm support plea

Actor explores Outer Hebrides
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A GLENFINNAN resident 
is again highlighting growing 
amounts of rubbish in lay-bys 
along a Highland road.

The Oban Times was contact-
ed at the end of last year by 
a resident urging Highland 
Council and road users to 
take responsibility for keep-
ing the area tidy.

Concerns have been raised 
again after Colin Morley 
single-handedly collected a 
‘mountain’ of rubbish along 
the A830.

Speaking to The Oban Times, 
Mr Morley said: ‘There are 
no bins from Fort William to 
Glenfinnan and there is a lot 
of litter in the lay-bys. There 
needs to be some bins on the 
route. 

‘There are lots of new bins 
and recycling bins on the way 
up to Inverness, and I know 
the council is under a lot of 
pressure at the moment, but it 
needs to look at what’s going 
on down here.’

Mr Morley also noted the 
growing number of tourists 
on the road and in Glenfin-
nan: ‘Glenfinnan is getting 
busier and busier. 

‘We used to get some respite 
from tourists in the winter, 
but it’s been constant this 
year.’

After being contacted by 
The Oban Times, a Highland 
Council spokesperson said: 
‘Regarding the clearing of 
lay-bys, any lay-by which has 
a litter bin onsite has the bin 
emptied and the area cleared 
of litter at least once weekly. 
Others are litter picked and 
cleared of rubbish monthly, 
unless there are specific 
complaints about fly tipping 
which are dealt with as soon 
as possible.

‘Community services staff 
were in the area on Monday 
February 6 and although 
there is what could be termed 
fairly light littering on some 
of the verges, there was 
nothing in any of the lay-bys 
in Glenfinnan.’

Rubbish has been gathering 
in lay-bys from Fort William 
to Glen� nnan. Photograph: Colin 

Morley. 

POLICE in Lochaber have 
recorded an increase in house 
break-ins.

Home owners are encour-
aged to remain vigilant at all 
times as the most recent break 
inns have taken place while 
homes have been unoccupied.

A police spokesperson said: 
‘Taking precautions such as 
leaving lights on while you are 
away and asking neighbours 
to keep a watchful eye are little 
things that go a long way in 
the prevention and detection 
of these crimes.’

Any suspicious activity or 
strange/unknown vehicles 
in local area should also be 
reported to police as a matter 
of urgency.

During the early hours of 
Sunday January 29, a mobile 
phone was stolen from the 
Crofter Bar, High Street, Fort 
William.

THREE hundred and twenty five years 
after the massacre of MacDonalds by the 
Campbells in Glencoe, clan decendents 
gathered to commemorate the dramatic 
events.

The commemoration began with a 
service in St Mary’s Church, Glencoe, 
delivered by Canon Simon Mackenzie 
and Canon Mel Laveille. This was 
attended by pupils from Glencoe and St 
Bride’s primary schools, who joined the 
procession of clan representatives and 

community members as it made its way 
to the site of the 1692 massacre.

Representatives of Clan Donald High-
lands and Islands, Glencoe Heritage 
Trust (GHT) and Clan Donald Lands 
Trust in Skye laid wreaths. The 23rd 
Psalm was sung and a lament was played 
on the pipes. The GHT wreath was 
sponsored by Janet Campbell and Jane 
Shave, both former Glencoe ladies. The 
National Trust for Scotland also laid a 
wreath and there was one from Clan 

Henderson representatives. GHT secre-
tary Roz MacDonald said: ‘MacDonalds 
came from as far away as Skye and 
Kircaldy and there were lots of visitors 
from further afield, including France.’ 

Mrs MacDonald said the first wreath 
had been laid in commemoration of the 
massacre by Angus MacDonald in 1935, 
a tradition which was carried on by his 
son.

The Clan Donald Society in Edin-
burgh conducted the ceremony until 

2011, when the GHT and Clan Donald 
Highlands and Islands took over.

Mrs MacDonald has been attending 
the ceremony since 1978.

‘I remember sometimes it was only 
myself and the late Duncan MacDonald 
Mckillop. Social media seems to have 
helped increase interest so it’s bigger 
now.’

Speaking on behalf of the GHT, she 
added: ‘We like to keep our history 
alive.’ 

Clan representatives and members of the community proceed towards the memo-
rial following a service in St Mary’s Church in Glencoe. Photograph: Abrightside photography.

The service contiuned at the Glencoe Massacre Memorial where wreaths were laid 
by Clan representatives. Photograph: Abrightside Photography.

THE NEW owners of Loch-
aber’s smelter were in Fort 
William last week detailing 
their plans for the site.

Liberty House and SIMEC, 
both members of GFG Alliance, 
held a public drop-in session 
with MSP Kate Forbes last 
Friday to discuss plans for a new 
car parts factory at the smelter 
which will create 300 new jobs.

Around 50 people attended 
to find out what the plans will 
mean for the community.

The company announced a 

AROUND 122 jobs could be lost as the High-
land Council tries to plug a £20 million funding 
gap in its 2017/18 budget.

The local authority has said 66.6 Full Time 
Equivalent (FTE) posts will be ‘deleted’ along 
with 55.2 FTE posts associated with the savings 
from previous years.

To reduce the need for compulsory redundan-
cies, the council has said it is working with trade 
unions to look at recruitment controls and the 
re-deployment of staff.

Budget leader Councillor Bill Fernie said: 
‘£20 million is a huge amount to take out of our 
budget, but we are trying our best to mitigate the 
impact of these savings on communities and on 
our staff.’

Mr Fernie said the number of job cuts are 
‘considerably lower than the amount anticipated 
during the earlier stages of the budget process’.

The council will be proposing a reduction of 
£220,000 from street cleaning instead of the 
£660,000 that was initially proposed.

Mr Fernie said: ‘We recognise street cleaning 
makes a significant contribution to the attractive 
appearance of the Highlands for visitors, 
businesses and residents and have therefore 
worked with officers to see how we can make a 
smaller cut, but mitigate the impact of this as 
much as possible.’

Budget proposals also include increasing 
council tax by the maximum allowed three per 
cent, generating an additional income of £3.510 
million.

And on Friday the head of NHS Highland 
called on the council to consider the heath 
board’s budget allocation ‘very carefully’ before 
making any final decisions.

David Alston, chairman of NHS Highland, said 
he was disappointed at the council’s proposal 
to reduce funding for adult social care by £7 
million.

Mr Alston said: ‘While the Highland Council 
faces difficult decisions, as does NHS Highland, 
the reality is that their income – the net revenue 
budget – will increase in 2017/18 by more than £5 
million. Reduced funding to NHS Highland will 
have inevitable impacts on our whole integrated 
health and social care system which has success-
fully been in place for the last five years.’

But on Tuesday the council announced it will 
propose an additional £1.174m to NHS Highland 
for adult care after meeting with NHS Highland 
last week.

Leader of the council Margaret Davidson said: 
‘These are financially challenging times for all 
of the public sector. Since making our budget 
proposals, we have again met with our partners 
at NHS Highland, to discuss the funding for 
adult social care.

‘The outcome of our recent discussions is that 
the council administration will, on Thursday, 
be proposing to provide an additional £1.174m 
to NHS Highland towards the adult social care 
budget in 2017/18.’

Mr Fernie said the council has ‘significantly 
reduced the planned cuts to adult service’.

POLICE in Lochaber have con-
� rmed a body found on Meall 
Nan Cleireach on Saturday 
February 11 is that of missing 
man Charlie Clift.

Lochaber Mountain Rescue 
Team found the body on the 
lower north slopes at 11am.

The man has been formally 
identi� ed as Charlie Clift, 56, 
from south Wales. 

Mr Clift was last seen in Fort 
William town centre on Tues-
day January 30 after checking 
out of a hotel and buying 
items from a number of out-
door shops in the town centre. 
Mr Clift’s next of kin and family 
have been informed. 

A police spokesperson said: 
‘There are not thought to be 
any suspicious circumstances 
and a report will be submitted 
to the Procurator Fiscal.’

POLICE
FILES

THE JOHN MUIR TRUST is 
delighted to be among the 
sponsors of Fort William’s 
Mountain Festival.

The trust, which owns and 
manages Ben Nevis Estate 
including the summit and 
upper slopes of the moun-
tain, part of Glen Nevis 
and three other Munros, is 
sponsoring the festival’s 
� lm competition tonight 
(Thursday).

The trust has also been 
co-ordinating a wild writing 
competition with schools.

John Muir Trust Nevis 
land manager Alison Austin 
said: ‘We’re delighted to be 
associated once again with 
this fantastic festival on the 
doorstep of Scotland’s high-
est mountain. We’re looking 
forward to a great � lm night, 
with entries from talented 
up-and-coming � lm-makers 
and a screening of Alastair 
Humphrey’s Wilderness, 
� lmed on Ben Nevis, Steall 
Gorge and other John Muir 
Trust properties.’

A JUNIOR government minister 
from the Department for Exiting the 
European Union met with Lochaber 
business representatives on Monday 
February 13.

Robin Walker, also the conservative 
MP for Worcester, was in the area as 
part of the engagement process ahead 
of Brexit negotiations.

He visited BSW Timber Mill, the 
Underwater Centre at An Aird and 
met other business representatives.

Mr Walker emphasised the 
importance of understanding the 

opportunities and challenges Brexit 
will bring to businesses. One of the 
biggest concerns raised by businesses 
was the future for workers from EU 
countries.

Mr Walker said businesses were 
asking questions about whether EU 
workers they currently have will be 
able to stay working for them and 
will others be able to join them in the 
future. Another major topic was tour-
ism and how this would be effected 
when the UK exits the union.

He said: ‘We’ve had some very 

interesting discussions today. It’s 
important to take the opportunity 
to find which elements work well and 
how businesses can work better in the 
future. For me, too, it was a chance 
to see a beautiful part of the country.’

Steve Ham, managing director of 
the Underwater Centre, said: ‘We are 
always pleased to host any members 
of government and demonstrate the 
important work we do, and it was 
great to get a visit from Robin Walker 
and discuss some of the challenges we 
face as we exit the EU.’

New owners share plans 
for smelter with public

£330 million deal securing the 
smelter last year after months 
of uncertainty over the future of 
the site.

The deal, which secured 170 
jobs, includes the hydro-electric 
station and aluminum smelter at 
Fort William, the neighbouring 
hydro-plant at Kinlochleven 
and more than 100,000 acres of 
estate land.

Over the next decade it is 
thought it will bring up to 2,000 
direct and supply-chain jobs to 
the West Highlands and boost 
the economy by around £1 
billion.

The company announced the 
expansion of metal manufactur-

ing in Fort William saying ‘huge 
value is being missed out on’.

A spokesperson for the firm 
said it was focusing on delivering 
the downstream commitments, 
with the addition of an alloy 
wheel factory.

He said: ‘We will be working 
to keep the value on site– this 
fits with our wider strategy. The 
firm has started the planning 
process and the next step will 
be consultation with the local 
community.’

When asked about further 
developments at Kinlochleven, 
the spokesperson said: ‘Fort 
William is our focus at the mo-
ment.’ He added: ‘The feedback 

from the event was positive and 
people were pleased we have a 
sustainable vision for the site to 
ensure its long-term future.’

GFG Allience has said it has 
started the planning process 
for the car parts factory, with 
consultations to take place soon.

Fort William and Ardnamur-
chan councillor Brian Murphy, 
who worked at the smelter for 21 
years, said the plans are ‘fantas-
tic’. ‘It’s good to see a company 
come along that is committed to 
investing in the the place. I think 
doing the car parts here will be 
adding value in Fort William 
which surly has to be better,’ he 
said.

The company also plans to cre-
ate a number of graduate posts 
and apprenticeships.

Mr Murphy commented: 
‘There is a lot of businesses in 
Lochaber crying out for skilled 
workers. 

‘We need more in the way of 
skills courses locally because 
we can’t afford to lose our best 
people. We have got to try and 
keep them in the area.’

Kate Forbes, MSP for Skye, 
Lochaber and Badenoch, said: ‘I 
am excited about what it means 
for the community in terms of 
jobs, homes and transport. This 
deal is going to unlock huge 
potential for the community.’

Mountain rescue 
team � nd body

Trust sponsors 
festival � lms 

Glenfi nnan 
rubbish 
concern 
grows again

Robin Walker, left, and Steve Ham, managing 
director of The Underwater Centre. Photograph: Iain 

Ferguson, The Write Image.

Glencoe massacre remembered 325 years on

Brexit challenges in focus around Lochaber

Job cuts loom as council 
plugs £20m funding gap

FREE TEA OR COFFEE
With every breakfast roll or cake purchased

Valid from 
6am to 2pm 

Mon - Fri
Please present this 
voucher to claim 
your free drink
Offer valid from 
24th November 
to 28th February
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View from the Chamber

PART of the work of Lochaber 
Chamber of Commerce focuses on 
business advocacy for the member-
ship.

This means representing the 
views of local businesses and 
lobbying on issues that affect the 
Lochaber business community.

Recent work includes the ongoing 
pressure on the transport minister, 
Humza Yousaf, in relation to the 
Mallaig-Armadale ferry (a copy of 
the most recent correspondence is 
available on request) and lobbying 
in respect of the new proposed 
business rates.

There are forthcoming meetings 

with Fergus Ewing MSP to discuss 
the Lochaber economy, and with 
senior officials from Transport 
Scotland to discuss plans for the 
Lochaber infrastructure.

Recently, there was a meeting 
with Robin Walker MP, parliamen-
tary under-secretary of state for 
exiting the European Union,  to 
discuss the impact of Brexit on the 
Lochaber tourism industry. 

Tourism makes up more than 40 
per cent of the Lochaber economy, 
so it is important that the views 
of businesses in the area are rep-
resented at the very highest level 
during this challenging time.

It is an exciting time for Lochaber 
Chamber of Commerce, and if your 
business is not yet a member, get in 
touch for an informal discussion 
with Fiona McCormick, member-
ship and events officer, by email 
to membership@lochaberchamber.
co.uk or call the office on 01397 
705765. Fiona McCormick is the Chamber’s membership and events o�  cer.

KNOTWEED along the Fort William Loch shore 
is finally being brought under control after three 
years.

Lochaber Fisheries Trust says visitors to the town 
will no longer be greeted by the sight of knotweed 
running rampant as areas that were once dense 
blocks of this aggressive, alien plant are now being 
reclaimed by native species.

A partnership between the trust and the Criminal 

Justice Service saw offenders who were carrying 
out community payback orders and were trained 
in the safe use of pesticides inject every stem of 
knotweed with concentrated weedkiller. Now three 
years on the knotweed is finally succumbing to this 
sustained attack.

Lucy Ballantyne from Lochaber Fisheries Trust 
said: ‘We’ve received extremely positive feedback 
from local residents who are glad to have their view 

of the loch back. There are still significant areas 
of knotweed around Lochaber, but this shows that 
with a co-ordinated effort it can be controlled.’

Dean Kennedy from the Criminal Justice Service 
commented: ‘It was a great project for criminal jus-
tice services to be involved in and it is an excellent 
example of people who are on community payback 
orders issued by the courts putting their time to 
good use on such a worthwhile cause.’

STAFF at Fort William’s M&Co 
fashion shop have helped an In-
verlochy woman replace the last 
gift her late husband gave her.

The workers helped Anne-
marie MacLachlan track down a 
replacement faux fur coat which 
she had received from her hus-
band Don, who died suddenly in 
November. 

The couple had planned to go 
to Vienna that month with their 
son Jon and his fiancée Kerry, 
but in the circumstances Mrs 
MacLachlan decided not to go.

Instead, the trio took a trip to 
Edinburgh for three days.

It was only then, while looking 
for her winter coat for the trip, 
that Mrs MacLachlan realised 
she did not have it. 

She thought she must have left 
it somewhere during a visit to 
Ballater the previous April.

The couple went to Aner-
deenshire burgh for a break to 
celebrate Mr MacLachlan’s 60th 
birthday and to see son Jon take 

Annemarie MacLachlan in her 
new coat with M&Co manager 

Kerry Allman, back left, and assistant 
manager Taylor Matheson. Photograph: Iain 

Ferguson, The Write Image. 

ANYONE driving on Fort 
William’s bypass recently 
will have noticed a large ice 
axe sculpture on the old town 
pier.

The 15-foot axe is the first of 
four giant sculptures planned 
to promote Fort William 
Mountain Festival 2017 which 
launched last night (Wednes-
day February 15).

The display aims to inform 
locals and visitors about the 
importance of Ben Nevis in 
the evolution of climbing. 
Each will have an information 
board alongside it highlight-
ing the links between the 
axes, the town and mountain 
climbing history.

Andy Nisbet, Simon Rich-
ardson, Hamish McInnes and 
Ian Sykes are providing in-
sights on the most significant 
periods of the climbing histo-
ry of Ben Nevis and agreed 
these four axes represent the 
most influential moments.

The axes featured will be the 
long T-shape wooden shafted 
axe Harold Raeburn used to 
climb the Ben’s Green Gulley 
for the first time in 1907; 
ice climbing master Jimmy 
Marshall’s short wooden 
shafted axe from  his first step 
cutting ascent of the Ben in 
1960; Hamish MacInnes’ pi-
oneering Terrordactyl metal 
shafted ice axe with inclined 
pick; and a modern leashless 
ice axe used by Dave McLeod 
when he completed the first 
winter climb of ‘Anubis’.

The artist behind the Tin 
Man sculpture that formerly 
sat on the pier is creating 
the large axes and there has 
been support from Lochaber 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Fort William Town Team.

The mountain festival will 
feature themed evenings, 
starting with climbing night 
tonight, running and bike 
night on Friday, back country 
ski-ing night on Saturday 
along with a book festival and 
a talk by Sir Chris Bonning-
ton, also on Saturday.

 Mountain Festival chairman 
Mike Pescod beside one of 

the giant Ice Axe. Photograph: Iain 

Write, The Write Image

A LOCHABER women is well 
on her way to reaching her fund-
raising target for this year’s Caol 
gala day.

Kirsty Kyle, of Caol, began 
raising money on Friday Feb-
ruary 3 when she organised 
prize bingo at Caol Community 
Centre which raised £1,700.

Mum-of-two Kirsty needs to 
raise around £6,000 for the an-
nual gala day, which will be held 
on Saturday June 24 this year.

Speaking to The Oban Times 
Kirsty said: ‘We run the gala so 
the community can get together. 
The bingo was a good start as 
we need to raise about £6,000. 
We are on track to make what 
we need. We usually have a Hal-
lowe’en and Christmas dance for 
the children and we have that 
booked for this year too.’

Kirsty, who is also treasurer of 
Caol Community Council, said 
she was ‘roped’ into helping a 
few years ago but has helped out 
every since. This year will be the 
third gala day.

‘I was asked to help make up 
numbers but ended up doing 
the gala day and I have carried 
on with it every year since. The 
children really miss out if we 
don’t organise these things,’ said 
Kirsty.

Kirsty’s fundraising efforts 
don’t stop at the gala. At the end 

Turning the tide on knotweed in Fort William

Sculptures 
highlight 
mountain 
festival

Staff branch out to replace 
widow’s sentimental gift 

part in a 10k race in Balmoral. 
It was here that the last pho-
tographs of Mrs MacLachlan 
wearing the coat were taken.

After calling the Hilton Lodge 
in Ballater, where they had 
stayed, to see if she had left it 
there with no luck, Mrs MacLa-
chlan searched high and low in 
her house, including the loft, but 
to no avail. 

She said: ‘I just don’t know 
what I did with it. I thought that 
was it.’

With the coat holding great 
sentimental value, Mrs MacLa-
chlan ws reluctant to give up,  
so in December, while visiting 
family in Aberdeenshire, she 
visited the Stonehaven branch of 
M&Co where she was told there 
were none left in stock.

She did, however, get details 
of the coat as a staff member at 
that store had bought the same 
one herself.

When she returned home, Mrs 
MacLachlan took the details 
into the Fort William branch, 
where she is a regular customer 
and has taken part in the shop’s 

Inverlochy Primary School’s primary � ve-and-under shinty team. Photograph: Abrightside Photography. 

INVERLOCHY Primary 
School did the double at the 
Lochaber Area Shinty Tour-
nament last week.

The primary five-and-under 
team won their event, match-
ing the achievement of the 
school’s P7-and-under side 

which won its category two 
weeks ago. 

In the round robin format, 
Inverlochy beat the other five 
teams taking part: Ardnamur-
chan, Ballachulish, Lochaber 
(Spean Bridge and Roy 
Bridge), Bun Sgoil Ghaidhlig 

Loch Aber and Caol. Bun 
Sgoil Ghaidhlig Loch Aber 
finshed second.

The night was organised by 
High Life Highland’s Active 
Schools Co-ordinator Bridget 
Thomas, primary school shin-
ty coaches and parents.

LOCHABER GeoPark director 
Noel Williams will be signing 
copies of his latest book, 
Exploring the Landscape of 
Ben Nevis & Glen Nevis, at 
the park’s visitor centre on 
Fort William High Street today 
(Thursday) at 1pm.

The Geopark is also hosting 
a pop-up shop and exhibition 
during Fort William Moun-
tain Festival, which started 
yesterday (Wednesday). The 
exhibition highlights moun-
tain legends and includes a 
window display of vintage 
equipment kindly provided by 
Mick Tighe.

THE FEBRUARY meeting of 
Lochaber Transport Forum 
Bus User Group will be held 
on Tuesday February 21 in 
the Council Chambers, Fort 
William.

THE LIME Tree Gallery hosts its 
� rst exhibition of the season, 
Andy Spink: A Retrospective, 
from Friday February 17 until 
Thursday March 16. Admission 
is free and the gallery is open 
from 10am to 10pm.

REPRESENTATIVES of Loch-
aber Sensory Care (LSC) for 
sight and hearing support 
will be at Abbey� eld Care 
Home, Ballachulish, from 
10.30am to 12.30pm on 
Monday February 20.

LSC sta�  will o� er help and 
advice to those with sight 
or hearing loss. They will 
also supply NHS hearing aid 
batteries and re-tune hear-
ing aids. No appointment 
necessary.

RISING band FRAS will be per-
forming at Caol Community 
Centre on Saturday February 
25.

The band features Angus Bin-
nie fom Corpach on pipes and 
whistles, Murdo Cameron from 
Glenelg on guitar, Tam ‘the 
Banjo’ Kinsella from Arisaig, 
Kirsten MacLeod from Acha-
racle on accordion and Colin 
Masterton from Ballachulish 
on � utes and whistles. Doors 
open at 7.30pm for an 8pm 
start. Tickets are £9 in advance 
or £10 on the door with a £1 
rebate on the door for anyone 
who walks or cycles to the gig. 
For booking or more informa-
tion email creelevents@gmail.
com.

THE ANNUAL general 
meeting of Lochaber Sen-
sory Care (LSC) for sight and 
hearing support is being 
held on Saturday February 
25 at Caol Community Cen-
tre from 2-4pm.

The agenda will include a 
report on Lochaber Sensory 
Care's year and new board 
members will be elected. 
The meeting will be followed 
by a free bu� et.

WHAT’S ON

www.facebook.com/obantimes

charity fashion show, and store 
manager Kerry Allman emailed 
every branch in Scotland, as well 
as head office, to try and find a 
replacement coat.

Ms Allman said: ‘Annemarie 
is one of my best customers. She 
comes in and buys whole ward-
robes for holidays and spends 
hours in the shop, so I’d got to 
know her really well.’

She says she was beginning to 
lose hope when the store at St 
Enoch’s Centre, Glasgow, said 
they had the coat in the right 
size.

‘When I told Annemarie she 
burst into tears,’ she said

Mrs MacLachlan collected the 
coat on Saturday. 

‘It’s been amazing and just won-
derful,’ she said. ‘What they’ve 
done is like something off the 
telly. M&Co pulled out all the 
stops on a very sad occasion and 
it was a very happy ending.’

Ms Allman added: ‘It’s just 
great. All of us wanted to get 
one for her because it’s Anne-
Marie and we’ve all got to know 
her over the years.’

of last year she raised £2,000 for 
two Lochaber children who were 
diagnosed with cancer.

Kirsty said: ‘I did an online 
raffle for the children which 
raised £2,000. I just wanted to 
do something for the families. I 
felt really bad and thought there 
must be something we can do to 
make a wee bit of a difference.’

Kirsty has also been involved 
with fundraising for Fighting 
for Frances which helped Caol 
woman Frances O’Connell go 
to Mexico to get stem cell treat-
ment for her Multiple Sclerosis 
(MS).

When The Oban Times ran a 
story about community fund-
raiser Liz Macmillan earlier this 
year, with a picture of Kirsty 
giving Liz the Caol community 
citizenship award, our Facebook 
page was inundated with com-
ments about Kirsty’s hard work.

Numerous people called for 
Kirsty to get the award this year, 
but she revealed to The Oban 
Times she will not be in the run-
ning: ‘It’s me who decides who 
gets the award and I won’t be 
giving it to myself,’ she laughed.

Kirsty added she is on the 
lookout for volunteers to help 
build the marquees prior to the 
gala. If local clubs want to put on 
a show, Kirsty can be contacted 
on k.kyle@btopenworld.com

Inverlochy does the shinty double

Kirsty’s on target 
to reach gala goal 
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We have to 
go where the 
accidents are 
happening ”

Ken Aitken
Transport Scotand

• Any colour you want – bring 
your colour & we’ll build the door
• Energy effi cient • Warm, 
Comfortable, Stylish and Effi cent

• Any colour you want Any colour you want – bring 

INSPIRATIONAL, 
beautiful & practical
a stunning door for 
your home your way

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU 
Tel: 01463 238 000 

Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY 
Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG 
Tel: 01847 894956

Email: info@cairngormgroup.co.uk   www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

A FATHER and his two sons 
have been found guilty of as-
saulting a man who was out with 
his heavily pregnant wife.

James MacNaughton, 59, 
Angus MacNaughton, 21, and 
Alexander MacNaughton, 19, 
appeared at Fort William Sher-
iff Court last Thursday (Febru-
ary 9) and pleaded not guilty to 
assaulting the man by repeatedly 
punching and kicking his head 
and body to his injury on Davies 
Brae, Mallaig.

The three men, all from 
Morar, were attending a family 
wedding on June 4, 2016, at the 
West Highland Hotel. 

The court heard how youngest 
son Alexander had left the 
wedding to go the cash machine 

A CROWD gathered at Cam-
eron Square in Fort William on 
Thursday morning (February 9) 
as police and firefighters arrived 
to deal with a stray recycling bin 
… on the roof of the DV8 shop.

Police were alerted to the bin 
hanging off an apex of the roof 
by a member of the public.

Police have issued strongly 
worded advice to a group of 
young men thought to be re-
sponsible, but there have been 
no formal charges.

Adrian Young was passing 
through Fort William while 
holidaying in the Highlands.

He described the scene as 
‘the excitement of the morning’, 
and said he and the crowd that 
gathered had their eyes glued 
to the scene as they watched 
the firefighters remove the blue 
wheelie bin. 

He added: ‘Fortunately, Fort 
William’s finest blues and twos 
had everything under control. 
Within minutes, firemen in 
brilliant yellow helmets rescued 
a royal blue wheelie bin, with 
clinical efficiency, from its 
pinnacle repose.’

There was a lot of reaction 
to the news on Facebook as 
well, with 145 likes and other 
reactions to The Oban Times’ 
post over the weekend, while 
the photo was shared 50 times.

People saw the funny side, 
with more than 30 comments 
including: ‘Whoever did this is 
a legend’ and ‘Fort William at 
its best’. 

One person described it as 
‘the most expensive bin in Fort 
William’ and another jokester 
said the incident was ‘wheely 
out of order’. Fire� ghters were called to remove the bin from the roof. 

A CAR went o�  the road out-
side Spean Bridge at 5.45pm 
last Friday causing short 
tra�  c delays.

The female driver, who po-
lice said was in her 30s, was 
treated by ambulance crew 
at the scene but sustained 
no serious injuries.

THE CHAIRMAN of Spean 
Bridge, Roy Bridge and Achn-
acarry community council 
has been unable to persuade 
Transport Scotland to reduce 
the speed limit between Spean 
Bridge and Roy Bridge.

Chairman John Fotheringham 
and village residents met with 
Ken Aitken of Transport Scot-
land last Wednesday (February 
8) to discuss long-standing road 
safety issues on the A86 between 
Spean Bridge and Roy Bridge.

Mr Fotheringham spoke of 
residents’ safety concerns fol-
lowing two fatal accidents two 
years ago. He said that following 
a national speed limit review of 
the stretch of road, Transport 
Scotland had recommended the 
speed limit be reduced to 40mph 
from 60mph, but nothing had 
been done. Mr Aitken said: ‘We 

Spean Bridge, Roy Bridge and Achnacarry chairman John Fother-
ingham. Photograph: Abrightside Photography. 

LOCHABER sea cadets held 
their annual award ceremony 
earlier this month and there 
were some big winners.

Gregor Linfield was awarded 
best cadet and most boating 
hours; cadet of the year went 
to Cameron Campbell; the 
community action trophy was 
awarded to Deeann Strachan, 
and Sarah Harper took home 
junior cadet of the year.

A number of medals were 
handed to the competitors in 
the Commando speed march 
at the ceremony on February 9 
and qualification badges were 
also given to Ryan Watchman, 
Andrew Dibsdale, Cameron The sea cadets with their awards. 

STAFF at Fort William’s 
Nevis Centre are feeling ‘very 
fortunate’ after the Highland 
Council agreed £250,000 
funding for the venue.

The centre applied for 
the money through the 
Highland Council’s capital 
discretionary fund and the 
bid was accepted by Highland 
councillors on Wednesday 
(February 8). The cash will be 
used for urgent repairs to the 
roof which has been leaking.

Nevis Centre manager 
Kenny McLaughlin told The 
Oban Times: ‘It’s fantastic. 
The money will make a huge 
difference. We can’t do any-
thing internally until the roof 
is fixed, so this is the first big 
step.’

Mr McLaughlin said that in 
future they will be looking at 
upgrading the foyer. He said: 
‘The centre is 25 years old now 
and a lot of it needs upgrading 
so we are very fortunate to be 
awarded the money. 

‘It also means jobs at the 
centre have been secured. 
The centre brings in a lot of 
money for the community 
when we have concerts with 
700 people and it’s good we 
won’t lose that.’

Caol and Mallaig councillor 
Ben Thompson said: ‘The 
Nevis Centre is important to 
both the economy and com-
munity of Lochaber. I want 
to see it revitalised into some-
thing like an Eden Court for 
the West Highlands.

‘I was concerned the 
council, being under severe 
budget pressure, would not 
agree with the proposal to 
fix the roof. In fact officials 
recommended the decision 
be postponed.

‘Thanks to the efforts of the 
hard-working staff, volunteer 
management board and users 
of the centre, plus support 
from local councillors, we 
were able to turn the recom-
mendation around into an 
agreement to fund it now.

‘It’s really important the 
roof is fixed as soon as pos-
sible, as that will allow the 
centre to find other funders 
to help with further refur-
bishment. It’s also important 
because events like the Mód 
are coming to Fort William 
this year. 

‘It will make a huge differ-
ence to our ability to continue 
to host major events if the 
Mód is a success and is held 
in a suitable building.

‘It’s also great news for staff, 
who will now have more con-
fidence they have the backing 
of the council.’

CHILDREN from St Colum-
ba’s School, Fort William, 
have collected enough food to 
provide more than 200 meals 
for people in need.

Pupils of all ages have been 
learning about helping people 
who are less fortunate than 
themselves, following on from 
the reverse advent calendar 
that Lochaber schools took 
part in last year.

St Columba’s chosen theme 
has been helping to feed peo-
ple in need and the youngsters 
have been bringing in a wide 
range of food items over the 
past three weeks.

Their target was to fill two 
large boxes, but they have 

Alex  McConachie of Lochaber Food Bank visited St Columba’s 
last week. Photograph: Abrightside Photography. 

Father and sons guilty of assault
in Mallaig after running out of 
money.

The same evening, the victim 
and his wife were out for a meal 
in Mallaig. They left the restau-
rant around 8.15pm and went to 
buy an ice-cream.

When the couple stopped after 
bumping into friends, Alexan-
der, the victim’s wife’s cousin, 
walked passed them ‘mouthing 
off’. 

The court heard Alexander 
said ‘what are you looking at you 
ugly c**t’ to the victim before 
walking past to go to the bank 
machine. 

The victim said he followed 
Alexander as he was ‘shocked’ 
at the remark as he ‘didn’t think 
there was anything wrong’ with 

his relationship with the Mac-
Naughtons.

The victim asked Alexander 
‘what’s the problem?’ to which 
he replied ‘you know fine well’.

The victim’s wife told him to 
‘leave it’ before they headed 
back to their friends and started 
talking again.

As Alexander walked back up 
the hill towards the West High-
land Hotel, he began ‘mouthing 
off again’ and hit the victim in 
the back of the head. 

The victim threw his arm back 
to knock Alexander’s arm away, 
splitting Alexander’s lip. 

The 19-year-old then replied 
‘you wait here two minutes, I’ll 
be back’.

The victim and his wife had 

started to walk down the hill to-
wards their car when they heard 
Angus, Alexander and James 
running down the hill towards 
them. 

The victim said Angus 
punched him and he was then 
knocked to the ground where he 
remembered getting ‘kicked to 
the chest’. 

The victim told the court: ‘I 
was trying to make sure my wife 
was okay because she was eight 
months pregnant.’

The victim’s wife said Angus 
first punched her husband on 
the head and then they were all 
‘booting him and stamping on 
his chest and head’ while she 
begged them to stop.

The victim said he sustained 

a haematoma after banging his 
head on the ground which meant 
he had to take time off work.

Both the victim and his wife 
said their main concern was 
making sure their unborn son 
was okay.

Finding the three men guilty, 
Sheriff William Taylor said: ‘I 
take a serious view of what hap-
pened on that day. Alexander, 
you behaved badly towards a 
member of the public who was 
holding hands with his heavily 
pregnant wife, who gave birth 
within days of this incident. You 
showed no concern.’

The sheriff sentenced the three 
men to 75 hours community 
service each, to be completed in 
six months.

TIMESLINE

Campbell and Shannon Mac-
Callum.

A spokesperson for the sea 
cadets said: ‘We are grateful to 
Lieutenant Commander Hamish 
Loudon MBE who came along 
and presented the awards.

‘We’d also like to take this op-
portunity to repeat our appeal 
for some ladies over 18 years of 
age to join us as instructors. No 
experience of the military or the 
sea is required as full training 
will be provided. 

‘We’re also looking for a new 
chairman. 

The person should have some 
experience of working with 
volunteers on a committee.’

Speed limit between villages ‘unlikely’ to change

do have a budget and we have to 
target that where accidents are 
already happening.’

Residents questioned if that 
means accidents have to happen 
on the road before Transport 

the same rules and criteria are 
applied across the nation. He 
added that unless something 
has substantially changed on 
the road, the speed limit would 
be unlikely to change. ‘It’s not a 
case of waiting for something to 
happen, but we have to go where 
the accidents are happening,’ he 
said.

Kate Forbes, MSP for Skye, 
Lochaber and Badenoch, said: 

Scotland steps in, rather than 
change the speed to prevent 
accidents happening.

Mr Aitken responded saying 
that when Transport Scotland 
does a speed review assessment, 

‘There are too many accidents 
on Highland roads, so anything 
that reduces the number is very 
welcome. This includes reducing 
speed limits where it is clear 
there would be a significant 
impact. I am always grateful to 
people for bringing local issues 
to my attention. I’ll be writing 
to Transport Scotland to ask 
why nothing has changed yet 
and what plans there are. We 
certainly don’t want to be in a 
situation where we’re waiting 
for the next accident for lack of 
action.’

Mr Fotheringham also raised 
concerns about developers try-
ing to extend the 30mph speed 
limit in Spean Bridge to fit with 
new housing projects. Mr Ait-
ken explained only the planning 
authority could recommend 
changes to speed limits and that 
housing developers did not have 
any influence with Transport 
Scotland.

Cash boost 
for Nevis 
Centre 
welcomed

Cadets ship shape 
at awards night 

Wheelie bin fi nds its way onto Fort William shop roof

already filled four, with a week 
still to go. Alex McConnachie 
from Lochaber Food Bank 
visited the school last week to 
talk to the children about his 
work as a food bank volunteer.

Head teacher Violet Smith 
said: ‘We are overwhelmed by 
their response. 

‘Alex told the children that so 
far they have collected enough 
food to provide more than 200 
meals for people in need.

‘This is part of our citizen-
ship programme of work which 
helps increase the children’s 
understanding of the needs of 
others and respond to these 
needs in a positive and practi-
cal way.’

Pupils boost food bank with 200 meals

PARENTS and Councillor 
Ben Thomson have met with 
Highland Council o�  cials after 
a decision on cluster man-
agement in the Mallaig Area 
School Group was postponed.

Councillor Thomson said it 
was ‘good to hear the director 
of education admit it is a 
unique schools group and 
that more time will be spent 
considering it’.

He also said the director 
seemed to realise the need for 
careful consideration over the 
logistics of a Small Isles cluster 
and that a Mallaig mainland 
cluster would need an extra 
deputy head teacher.

He added: ‘It was good to 
hear o�  cials are proposing to 
increase spending on Mallaig 
schools.’

A WOMAN has been killed in 
a house � re in Garrynmonie, 
South Uist. The blaze broke 
out around 11am on Friday 
morning (February 10).

The woman’s next of kin 
have been noti� ed but 
police have yet to name her.
She was the only person in 
the property. 

The cause of the � re is 
not known and police 
investigations are ongoing, 
but it is not thought to be 
suspicious.

CALEDONIAN MACBRAYNE’S 
managing director and chief 
executive o�  cer Martin 
Dorchester has reversed his 
decision to resign.

Following last week’s an-
nouncement of radical ferry 
service reviews by Transport 
Minister Humza Yousef, Mr 
Dorchester has been persuad-
ed to stay in his current post 
and lead the organisation 
through this new chapter.

Mr Dorchester said: ‘I am 
excited by the opportunities 
presented by this review.’

Talks continue on 
Mallaig schools 

Woman killed in 
South Uist � re 

CalMac ferry chief 
decides to stay 

Car crashes near 
Spean Bridge 
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LOCHABER veterinary surgeon Kenny Lang was 
guest speaker at the February meeting of Fort William's 
branch of the Scottish Women’s Institute.

Illustrating his talk with photographs, Mr Lang enter-
tained the audience with tales of his life with animals 
since he graduated years ago.

Although he has mainly practised in Scotland, Mr 
Lang has travelled to other parts of the world to work. 
He spent time in Botswana and a year practising in New 
Zealand where he worked professionally and enjoyed 
the outdoor leisure pursuits that country offers. On his 
way home to the UK, he enjoyed a successful trek to see 
Snow Leopards.

His Scottish experience has been varied and has 
included working in a practice which served Blair 
Drummond Safari Park. Excitement and variety have 
been mixed with the more everyday animal work of the 
average Scottish practice.

SCOTTISH folk singer Kaela Rowan 
will be returning to her home turf in the 
Highlands to perform her second album.

Best known as lead singer with the influ-
ential Scottish band Mouth Music, Kaela 
has more recently joined Shooglenifty for 

its acclaimed seventh album The Untied 
Knot.

The singer will be performing in Crafts 
and Things Cafe, Glencoe, on Saturday 
March 11 and Glenuig village hall on 
Saturday March 25.

Kaela Rowan and her band 
will return to the Highlands 

next month. 

PLOCKTON and District 
Community Council met in 
Plockton Hall on January 
23.

Items discussed included:
Roads: promises to resur-

face the Erbusaig road and 
other work in Plockton have 
not been kept.

Lowering some kerbs in 
Plockton for wheelchair 
access was promised more 
than two years ago, but 
never done.

Street lighting in Cooper 
Street and Rhu has been 
on for 24 hours for several 
months.

Representatives from The 
National Trust attended to 
talk about proposals for a 
Plockton village plan.

A need for a recycling de-
pot in Lochalsh was raised 
by a resident.

The community council 
agreed to have seats and 
tables painted. The next 
community council meeting 
will be on March 13.

During January, there 
was five inches of rain in 
Plockton with 10 dry days. 
Warmest day was 13°C 

KINLOCHLEVEN school pupils enjoyed a visit to 
Inverness Mosque last week.

Second year pupils from the high school and youngsters 
from Kinlochleven Primary School’s primary four, five 
and six classes learned about Islam and how Muslims 
worship.

During the visit, the children had their names written 
in Arabic and got to try on head scarfs, which they were 
able to keep.

Head teachers Heather Thomson and Rebecca Machin 
told The Oban Times the children are all studying Islam 
in their religious and moral education (RME) classes.

Ms Machin said: ‘We had a fabulous trip. It was part of 
our RME curriculum. We involved the primary children 
as it seemed appropriate given that we will be welcoming 
refugees to the village.’

Ms Thomson said: ‘We were given a very warm welcome 
by the Imam. Our pupils asked some really thoughtful 
questions. 

‘The atmosphere in the mosque was friendly, open and 
comfortable. The children learned a lot and had great 
fun. Thanks to Inverness Masjid for their wonderful 
hospitality.’

MALLAIG fundraisers donated £33,900 to the RNLI 
last year – but more volunteers are needed to keep up 
the good work.

The fundraising group held numerous events in 2016, 
including a whisky tasting which raised £700 and a Hal-
lowe’en dance that brought in more than £2,300.

Branch fundraising group treasurer Audrey McKay 
said: ‘We have our own branch of RNLI fundraisers 
which has been going for year. I have been the treasurer 
for six years now. But we are struggling at the moment 
and are trying to recruit new volunteers.'

The group's end of year accounts showed: Donations 
£9,930; branch events £8,923; recognition credits £8,145, 
contribution boxes £4,153 and in memoriam donations 
£3,147.

Jane MacDonald recieves a gift from Meryl Kennedy on 
behalf of the village on her last day as Plockton librarian. 

Lisa MacCorquodale of primary four and Kinlochleven 
Primary School head teacher Heather Thomson. 

Ballachulish

Mallaig

Kinlochleven

Plockton years since Kenneth and 
Mary Gollan and Susan 
Trowbridge took over the 
inn. All village residents 
were invited and prices 
were at the 1997 rate.

Plockton Historical So-
ciety met in Plockton Hall 
on January 26. The guest 
speaker was Rule Ander-
son, National Trust for 
Scotland ranger for Kintail, 
West Affric and the Falls 
of Glomach, whose talk 
was entitled The History of 
Kintail and West Affric.

Plockton play area com-
mittee held a pop-up shop 
for two weeks in the Studio 
and raised more than £700 
for play area funds.

Four red squirrels were 
introduced into Duncraig 
Woods on January 6.

During January, residents 
were saddened by four 
deaths. In Kyle of Lochalsh, 
Donald Macleod, Lloyd 
Burt and Mary Ann Mathe-
son died and in Plockton, 
Margaret Walker died. 
Sympathy is expressed to 
relatives and friends.

On February 9, Jane Mac-
Donald retired as Plockton 
librarian after 23 years.

and coldest was 0.4°C. 
Plockton Football Club 
will not have a team this 
summer after difficulties 

raising a team last year. 
A party was held in the 
Plockton Inn on Friday 
February 3 to celebrate 20 

Glencoe and Glenuig

LOCHABER charities are being invited 
to apply for a cash boost from a gift shop 
owner.

Maria Wilson took over the running of 
the gift shop aboard the Jacobite steam 
train last year. The steam train, which 
runs from Fort William to Mallaig will 
operate from April to December this 
year and Maria plans to run a daily fund-
raising raffle for passengers. She said: 
‘I took over the running of the Jacobite 
gift shop last year from a gentleman who 
runs Glenfinnan museum. He carried 
out raffles and donated small amounts to 
numerous charities, however, I stopped 
it last year because, with just taking the 

business over, I wanted to find my feet be-
fore I carried it on. I decided rather than 
donating small amounts to lots of chari-
ties, I would donate a lump sum instead 
and continue this every year. I intend to 
select the charity by the end of March and 
the donation will be made by the end of 
December. I’m hoping I get a good few 
applicants. I‘ve already had some come 
through and am excited I can maybe help 
make a small difference to Lochaber.’

If you know or run a charity that you 
think would benefit from a donation 
email Jacobitecatering@gmail.com 
giving details of the charity and how this 
donation would help.

Lochaber

STRONTIAN Primary 
School pupils enjoyed 
their first skiing trip last 
Friday.

Almost 30 children 
from primary one to sev-
en took to the slopes of 
Nevis Range along with 
children from Ardgour 
Primary School.

A lack of rats on Morvern 
I WAS interested to read in last week’s Oban Times 
of the rat that found its way to Soroba.

There is a curious statement in the Old Statistical 
Account of Scotland, written in 1791, that no rats 
would live in Morvern. 

The writer, the Rev Norman Macleod of Fiunary 
(1745-1824), based this remark on local tradition and 
told of huge numbers coming ashore from visiting 
ships anchored in Loch Aline.

Fifty years on, the situation remained unchanged 
when Norman Macleod’s son, John (1801-1882) 
known as ‘the High Priest of Morvern’, wrote in his 
contribution to the New Statistical Account, that 
Morvern had the advantage over other districts in 
Argyll in being rat-free. 

The movement of rats from one area to another 
was once common. In Wester Ross, there is a place 
called ‘Bealach na h-imrich’ (Gaelic – the pass of the 
flitting) named after a well-known occasion when a 
large group was encountered moving en masse from 
Gairloch to Poolewe.

Although the Macleods, who were Church of Scot-
land ministers in Morvern for more than a century, 
thought the lack of rats in the parish was worthy 
enough to mention in an important national publi-
cation, they offered little in the way of explanation 
other than a hint of the mysterious when the staunch-
ly Protestant John, an eminent Gaelic scholar and 
folklorist, cautiously suggested that ‘others’ might do 
so. 

There is no doubt he was hinting to rhyming rats 
to death, or causing them to migrate by the power of 
incantation.

A belief in the effectiveness of this method was 
common in the past. 

References are to be found scattered throughout 
Gaelic literature, but none more interesting than 
in a Gaelic poem composed more than a century 
ago by John MacDougall (1820-1891) who lived at 
Inversanda near Ardgour, of a plague of rats from 
Russia that came ashore from a vessel in Montrose 
and travelled across Scotland to Morvern, ending up 
at Carsaig on Mull.

It is notable that in such rhyming and satire the 
destruction of the rats was never wished for. 

The spell, if it was to be successful, had to get them 
moving to another place, usually across a loch, a burn 
or an arm of the sea. 

The satirists took advantage of their immunity by 
singing the praises of their friends and miscalling 
their enemies, particularly lairds, factors and others 
who mistreated their dependents.

John MacDougall was no exception and singled out 
certain individuals.  

For example, he urged the rats to spend a night with 
Lady Gordon, the owner of Drimnin, who was in-
volved in evicting close on 200 souls from her estate 
in the 1800s, making her the most hated land owner 
in Morvern at the time.

John Stewart, the popular miller at the nearby 
Mungosdail mill, was to be avoided, most likely be-
cause he helped to feed those who had been turned 
off Drimnin Estate. So, too, was John Macphail, the 
Drumbuie farmer, from Kilmodan in Cowal, since he 
had newly arrived in Morvern.

At Salen, on Mull, the rats were told to leave ‘Da-
vid’ since he was poor, but to spend a night at the inn 
where they were encouraged to take everything they 
could eat. 

MacDougall told them to spend a night at Penny-
ghael, ‘in the house of the old man with the specta-
cles, and leave nothing except limpets and fish bones 
for him; eat all his butter and cheese and all the white 
meal and fat there. Eat all oats and potatoes and 
leave not one grain on an ear of corn’. 

Similar instructions were given to the rats when 
they reached Carsaig. 

‘See that you leave nothing there, just as the plagues 
of Egypt did. Let one of you, with his paw, write for 
him the sentence of Belshazzar of the Chaldeans 
[Daniel 5:1]  and, since I sent you to Carsaig, let 
Carsaig send you away from himself.’ 

The laird of Carsaig at the time was a Maclean who, 
like Lady Gordon, was responsible for clearing peo-
ple off his land, thereby incurring the bard’s wrath.

Who hasn’t heard of Robert Browning’s poem, 
Rats?

‘They fought the dogs and killed the cats, and bit the 
babies in the cradles, and ate the cheeses out of the 
vats, and licked the soup from the cooks’ own ladles. 
Split open the kegs of salted sprats, made nests inside 
men’s Sunday hats, and even spoiled the women’s 
chats, by drowning their speaking with shrieking and 
squeaking in 50 different sharps and flats.

‘At last the people in a body to the Town Hall came 
flocking: ‘Tis clear,’ cried they, ‘our Mayor’s a noddy 
and as for our Corporation - shocking;  to think we 
buy gowns lined with ermine for dolts that can’t or 
won’t determine what’s best to rid us of our vermin! 
You hope, because you’re old and obese, to find in 
the furry civic robe ease? Rouse up, sirs! Give your 
brains a racking to find the remedy we’re lacking, or, 
sure as fate, we’ll send you packing!’

Is there a message here for Argyll and Bute’s Oban 
councillors? You might think that. I couldn’t possibly 
comment.

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com.

A West Highland rat.

www.facebook.com/obantimes

SPEAN BRIDGE, Roy 
Bridge and Achnacarry 
Community Council met last 
Tuesday (February 1) and 
among the issues discussed 
were:

Transport Scotland/
BEAR: Five sets of planned 
roadworks on the A82 were 
reported to the meeting, but 
BEAR had neither rectified 
the drain cover and hedge 
cutting in Roy Bridge nor 
replied to the secretary’s 
enquiry. The chairman will 
highlight the continued 
issues with BEAR at his 
meeting with Transport 
Scotland.

Highland Council: High-
land Council has filled in 
some potholes in Spean 
Bridge, but the secretary has 
written to them about the 
collapsed culvert in a garden 
in Clunes.

Rural telephone boxes: 
There has still been no 
response from either BT or 
Highland Council to objec-
tions to the closure of the 
area's telephone boxes.

LEADER: Kilmonivaig 
Parish Church’s LEADER 
application for a significant 
refurbishment and upgrade 
of its church hall has been 
approved. The total costs 
will be £50,760 with LEAD-
ER contributing 50  per cent.

Transport Forum: the 
secretary had attended the 
Transport Forum Meeting. 
Highland Council was still 
unable to announce who had 
been successful in the public 
transport contracts for the 
next five years and that in 
turn was influencing the 
operator’s decisions about 
improving its fleet.

Spean Bridge

Strontian

The Ardgour pupils had 
been skiing before and 
while most of the children 
took part in skiing lessons, 
a few primary sevens opted 
to learn how to snowboard 
instead.

Strontian head teacher 
Pamela Hill said: ‘The 
children were excited to be 
skiing and snowboarding 
for the first time today along 
with pupils from Ardgour.

‘Nevis Range is a great lo-
cation for them to be active 
and to experience the great 
outdoors.’

www.scottishruralawards.org@ruralawards Scottish Rural Awards

CELEBRATE 
SCOTLAND’S COUNTRYSIDE AT THE

2017 SCOTTISH RURAL AWARDS 
CEREMONY & GALA DINNER 

THURSDAY 16TH MARCH 2017
AT DYNAMIC EARTH, EDINBURGH

TICKETS ON SALE NOW! VISIT

WWW.SCOTTISHRURALAWARDS.ORG

PROUDLY PARTNERED BY

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

2017

THURSDAY 16TH MARCH 2017
AT DYNAMIC EARTH, EDINBURGH

TICKETS ON SALE NOW! VISIT

WWW.SCOTTISHRURALAWARDS.ORG

TICKETS ON SALE NOW! VISIT

SRA advert 150x108_sold out.indd   1 14/02/2017   14:21:04
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DIGITAL MARKETING STRATEGY
Learn the practical steps necessary to develop a digital marketing strategy
Tues 28th February 2017 from 9.30am - 12.30pm, Inveraray
Wed 5th April 2017 from 9.30am - 12.30pm, Oban

PAID FOR ONLINE ADVERTISING
Ideal for those who have experience of paid for advertising and have a
digital marketing strategy in place, but wish to increase its effectiveness to
attract and retain customers.
Tues 28th February 2017 from 1.30 - 4.30pm, Inveraray
Wed 5th April from 1.30 - 4.30pm, Oban

PRODUCING ENGAGING ONLINE CONTENT
Producing quality content is an excellent way of helping customers
develop a meaningful relationship with your brand, and ultimately
boosting sales. Learn to understand, source and measure content.
Wed 1st March 2017 from 9.30am - 12.30pm, Inveraray
Thurs 6th April 2017 from 9.30am - 12.30pm, Oban

LINKEDIN FOR BUSINESS
Want to boost your business with LinkedIn? We’ll take you beyond
networking by showing you how it can market your products and promote
your brand.
Wed 1st March 2017 from 1.30 - 4.30pm, Inveraray
Thurs 6th April 2017 from 1.30 - 4.30pm, Oban

To book a place contact the Business Gateway team or visit the website

DigitalBoost is run in conjunction with Business Gateway and
partners to offer you fully funded workshops, advice and support.

01546 808363
argyll&bute@bgateway.com
visit www.bgateway.com/digitalboost

Business Workshops

The Wild About Argyll campaign was a huge hit.

Argyll and Isles tourism sector enjoys boom years
HOT ON the heels of the success-
ful launch of Wild About Argyll 
in Glasgow at the end of January, 
Argyll and the Isles Tourism 
Co-operative (AITC) has issued 
its key statistics and achievements 
between 2011 and 2016.

As AITC prepares for its 
sixth annual tourism summit, 
which this year will be held in 
the Lochawe Hotel, Lochawe, 
on March 21, the release of this 
document underlines the impor-

tance of tourism to the economy 
of the region and the significant 
effect the body has had on the 
tourism industry in Argyll and 
the Isles.

Scottish Government statistics 
show in the period from 2011 
to 2014, Argyll and the Isles 
comprehensively outperformed 
Scotland as a whole in terms of 
tourism. The research shows:

� Argyll and the Isles total 
visitor spend increased from 

£199m to £270m – an increase of 
36 per cent compared with four 
per cent for Scotland.

� Argyll and the Isles overseas 
visitor spend rose from £36m 
to £46m – an increase of 28 
per cent against 23 per cent for 
Scotland.

� Argyll and the Isles Sustain-
able Tourism GVA rose from 
£81m to £127m – an increase of 
57 per cent compared with 29 
per cent for Scotland.

� Argyll and the Isles turnover 
rose from £167m to £227m – an 
increase of 36 per cent against 
15 percent for Scotland

According to the Visitor 
Attraction Monitor, the greatest 
percentage increase in visitors 
to attractions by council area 
between 2015 and 2016 was in 
Argyll and the Isles at 21.9 per 
cent compared to 4.9 per cent 
for Scotland as a whole.

AITC chairman Gavin Dick is 

delighted by how far the organi-
sation has come in five years. He 
said: ‘Five years ago we were a 
group of tourism businesses and 
individuals with a vision. With a 
lot of hard work and dedication 
from everyone involved, we have 
turned that vision into a reality.

‘There simply is no group 
better equipped to the task of 
delivering tourism’s economic 
benefits to the region than 
AITC.’

NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING
Recycled paper made 

up 75.5% of the 
raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004

FW

Valentine’s love in 
an Indian prison
YVONNE MACHUGH, partner 
of imprisoned Billy Irving of 
Connel, said on social media 
that she had the best Val-
entine’s Day. Ms MacHugh 
said: ‘Prison might not have 
been everyone’s � rst choice 
but it was perfect none the 
less.’

Topping the Highland cattle sale in Oban this 
week was Angus Ruadh of Glengorm from 
past-president Tom Nelson, Isle of Mull.
Pictured is handler Angus MacColl.
Angus Ruadh, who stood � rst in his class, was 
born on March 4, 2015, and heads to Inverinate 
Estate for 8,000 guineas.
The fold from Glengorm also took 5,200 
guineas for Archie Sauce of Glengorm, who 
stood second in the same class as Angus Ruadh 
of Glengorm. Archie Sauce was purchased by 
Messrs Stewart of Langraw.
The sale also made history as it was the � rst 
time a father and daughter pairing  had led the 
judging, with veteran Jimmy Laing assessing 
the animal classes and daughter Helen Laing 
judging the Young Handlers classes.
The buyers on Monday were selective but 
were prepared to pay good prices for the right 
cattle. 

� For a full report, all the prices and more 
pictures, turn to page 21.
Photograph: Kevin McGlynn

Success at 126th 
sale of cattle

Councillors plea for end to 
criticisms on social media
‘SCATHING’ comments, ‘false’ 
statements and ‘personal attacks’ 
on councillors in Oban, Lorn and 
the Isles are being made on social 
media – and they want it to stop.

On the last two occasions coun-
cillors have met in Oban there 
have been discussions about mem-
bers of the public who are quick to 
criticise councillors online.

Councillor Mary-Jean Devon 
explained: ‘We have an open-
door policy for listening to what 

people have to say. In the case 
of the Soroba bins, I saw matters 
were being discussed on social 
media but the first representation 
I had about issues was from res-
ident Sheila Brown in February 
[the three-weekly bin collection 
started in November]. The only 
other way I have known there is a 
real issue in Soroba is by coming 
across comments on Facebook.

‘In one instance, there were 
61 comments about what can be 
done in Soroba and I had, at that 
time, only received one letter. 
As soon as I received that letter 

I set up a meeting with everyone 
involved in Soroba – ACHA, 
council officers, the residents’ as-
sociation. It is difficult to change 
anything if no one contacts us. 
Sheila’s letter led to direct action.’

Of the 61 online comments, 
some included questions to 
councillors as well as inflamma-
tory comments about individuals, 
including personal attacks about 
lack of political support for 
residents in Soroba and beyond. 
There were also people writing 
under the names of councillors 
criticising colleagues. 

Mrs Devon continued: ‘Perhaps 
it would be much fairer if people 
sought to speak to their elected 
members about issues before 
making statements on Facebook 
that are misleading.’

Marri Malloy, chairwoman 
of Oban Community Council, 
added: ‘We tried to give people 
an opportunity to speak about 
problems in Soroba and set up  a 
meeting. We had asked people to 
come along and speak to us about 
the rats, the bins or any other 
concerns that they might have but 
not one person turned up.

‘It is very important for people 
to have their say in a forum where 
something can be done. That will 
not happen on Facebook.’

Councillor Roddy McCuish 
addressed the public at the area 
committee meeting held last 
week on the same issue. 

He said: ‘The people of Soroba 
will know the solution to the 
bin problem themselves. We 
know that but we would like an 
opportunity [to help] before we 
are condemned.’

When asked about what sanc-
tions were placed on opposition 

councillors criticising colleagues, 
Mr McCuish said: ‘There is noth-
ing we can do. There is a whip 
system for people in political 
parties but otherwise we cannot 
do anything.’

Soroba resident Sheila Brown 
said: ‘I learned a valuable lesson 
concerning the bins situation in 
Soroba. If you have any concerns 
or complaints that you want to 
raise with Argyll and Bute Coun-
cil, ACHA or your councillors, 
put it in writing – whether it’s 
snail mail or email, don’t rely on 
phone calls.’

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

A 27-YEAR-OLD man has 
been jailed for 32 months for re-
peatedly punching and kicking 
an Oban man.

Alistair Wilson, from Kirkin-
tilloch, who previously lived 
in the town, pleaded guilty to 
repeatedly hitting a man on 
Glencruitten Road in the early 
hours of October 29, 2016.

Procurator fiscal Eoin McGin-
ty told Oban Sheriff Court on 
Monday (February 13) that two 
people came across a man on the 
ground ‘slumped against a wall’ 
with Wilson repeatedly kicking 
him on the head and body.

A man who was heading 
to work helped the victim by 
driving him to hospital and 
telephoning the police.

Wilson’s solicitor, Gary Miller, 
told the court the victim fol-
lowed his client up Glencruitten 
Road and attacked him from 
behind on several occasions.

Sheriff Ruth Anderson said a 
custodial sentence was the only 
option, adding: ‘Given your foul 
record, which includes assault, 
and the nature of this assault, it 
would have been 40 months, had 
it not been for your early plea.’

Wilson was sentenced to 32 
months in jail, which will be 
backdated to November 3, 2016.

32 months 
in prison 
for assault
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Days gone by – country dancers

Beachd Ailein Ailean Caimbeul

ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Viewpoint

Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us, please let us 
know as soon as possible by any of 
the three methods: emailing edi-
tor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body which 
deals with complaints from the 
public about the editorial content of 
newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 
The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend 
or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses 

must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not 

be printed. 
Please write or fax 
to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 
1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

FW

Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

This wonderful picture was sent to us with a note – anonymous, unfortunately – saying: ‘We are all 65-plus now but 
back then we were a group of country dancers from the Girl Guides at Moss� eld Park, ages and ages ago. Where are 

they now?’ The note adds that among the dancers are Erica MacDonald, Coirstan Jamison, Nan MacPhail, May MacKay, 
Bunty Smart, Helen MacMorris, Fiona Stewart, Ina MacKay, Helen Ness, Clair Cameron, Jane Cameron, Christine 

Drummond and, on the right, ‘wee Archie Cameron’.

Social media

It is tempting sometimes to become a little depressed by 
what can seem to be an unremitting diet of serious, if 

not downright bad, news.
However, we also like to publish positive stories about 

people who make a difference in their communities by 
going beyond the minimum to help others.

So it is heartwarming this week to be able to report 
the story about an Inverlochy woman who misplaced the 
last gift her late husband gave her.

Thanks to the efforts of others, Annemarie Mac-
Lachlan was able to track down a replacement faux fur 
coat, exactly same as she had received from her husband 

Don, who tragically died unexpectedly in November. 
Annemarie’s best attempts to trace the coat, including 
visiting a hotel where she feared she might have left the 
treasured garment and searching her home from top to 
bottom, proved fruitless.

So she turned to the retailer M&Co, from which the 
coat had originally been bought, and the staff at the 
Fort William branch pulled out all the stops – including 
emailing every outlet of the fashion chain in Scotland 
–   in the hunt for a similar item.

Thanks to their efforts, a coat in the right size was 
found. Well done to all involved.

Macphail

ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk 

Councillor to stand 
down in Lochaber
Sir,
There’s an end point for everyone 
in politics. Everyone, irrespective of 
their politics, has a shelf-life.

Having been involved in politics 
since my teens, I knew what was 
ahead when I was first elected. 
Human nature is no different in 
politics than in the legal profession, 
business or in any organisation 
which has winners and losers.

Having fought three elections 
since 2003, I’ve decided it is time 
to leave representation to a younger 
candidate in the May 2017 council 
election.

It has been a privilege working as 
an elected member over the past 14 
years and I am sure the new repre-
sentative in ward 12 will join other 
Lochaber councillors in fighting 
Lochaber’s corner.

Over the past three years, Lo-
chaber councillors have found 
common purpose irrespective of 
party affiliation and a rapport I 
hope is carried forward into the next 
five years.

However, I would advise any can-
didate to remember that without dif-
ferences of opinion, there would be 
no democracy. It is only right to note 
that, irrespective of one’s views, 
there will always be others who will 
disagree. 

So, if you can’t stand the sight of 
your own blood, don’t run for polit-
ical office.

With four of the seven Loch-
aber councillors standing down, 
the opportunity is open to anyone 
with strong political views to put 
themselves forward for election.

The actions of some politicians can 
take your breath away. It’s not un-
like respectable people attending a 
football match and saying and doing 
things that would be unthinkable in 
their everyday lives.

In politics, similar situations arise 
when some politicians overstep 
the mark. They normally do so as a 
group and refer to it as being ‘polit-
ical’ believing this should exonerate 
their actions. Blaming others and 
gaining believers is in their eyes 
commendable.

There is no doubt that many 
politicians exaggerate their claims 
to sainthood while dishing out 
vitriol to opponents and at times 
to members within their own party. 
The blame game is rife in politics.

You can’t argue with someone who 
has made up their mind. As Johna-
than Swift said a few centuries ago: 
‘Party is the madness of many for 
the gain of a few.’

Politics is the science of who gets 
what, when and why. When it comes 
to saving money, the most vulnera-
ble have always been easy targets. 
Anyone can make decisions to save 
money by making people redundant 
and cutting services.

Another example of money-saving 
measures is to reduce salaries 
through a job evaluation process. 
Unfortunately, this has a major 
impact on lower-paid staff who can 
least afford any pay cut while those 
on higher salaries can well afford a 

cut which many would barely notice.
In the past, this process has 

been recommended by officers in 
those high level posts.

Very soon, we expect to face a sec-
ond independence referendum. We 
can either vote for Westminster and 
Brexit, which makes us Unionists, or 
we vote to make our own decisions 
in Scotland.

At the next independence ref-
erendum, we vote for an independ-
ent Scotland or for the status quo. 
There is no third choice on the table.

Councillor Bill Clark,
The Highland Council.

Oban town centre 
looks fabulous
Sir,
There is a popular saying that 
complaints are always heard but 
compliments are seldom voiced.

I must say well done to all involved 
with the recent improvements 
in Oban town centre. We never 
thought that the pavements would 
be finished but look at them now. 
They are really fantastic.

The seating around the town is 
much more than required, and the 
quality of the benches is so good 
and the side tables are a brilliant 
addition.

The coloured lighting around the 
bay is stunning. Just now, when the 
mulit-coloured lights are on and 
reflected in the water, it looks amaz-
ing. McCaig’s Tower is spectacular 
at night and the lighting on Stafford 
Street is simply beautiful. Also, the 
pedestrianised area on Stafford 
Street is the icing on the cake.

I will never forget the sight at Mod 
time, in a heatwave, with everyone 
sitting (crammed in) enjoying their 
ice-cream cones and the scenery.

Then, heading out of Oban, we 
have the gentleman who beavers 
away clearing the pavement edges 
and lifting rubbish. What a differ-
ence he is making, so thank you to 
him. At the moment, the scrub and 
trees at the sides of the road are be-
ing cleared, which is also a massive 
improvement, and it is being done so 
neatly and quickly.

I, for one, am so grateful to live in 
such as beautiful part of Scotland, 
so well done to everyone involved.

Anne Ferguson,
Oban.

People who drop 
litter should be � ned
Sir,
Aside from the ongoing issues 
around the change to three-weekly 
bin collections, which has meant 
our recycling and refuse bins have 
been collected on time on very few 
occasions, more often late, there is a 
much more longstanding issue with 
litter blighting the area.

Travelling around or out walking, 
litter is visible along the verges and 
in laybys, usually food and drinks 
packaging that irresponsible people 
have thrown away.

Not only is this unattractive but it is 

also a danger to wildlife. Our econ-
omy is heavily reliant on tourism 
so what sort of impression are we 
making on visitors who come to the 
West Coast for its beautiful scenery 
when much of it is strewn with litter?

I have in the past reported this 
problem to the Council but no action 
appears to have been taken. Recent-
ly vegetation was being cleared on 
the verges from Oban to Connel 
using traffic control when needed, 
an ideal opportunity to also pick up 
the litter, but no, it’s now even more 
exposed.

Litter bins in laybys might help, 
but then again likely to be emptied 
every three weeks only, if the public 
bin near us is anything to go by. 
Inevitably, it is full to overflowing 
after three weeks.

The litter in Oban itself is often 
unsightly. Some people seem to 
think the recycling point at Tesco’s 
is also a dumping ground for items 
that should be taken directly to 
Moleigh.

The council should use its powers 
to fine people who litter, which 
would not only provide income but 
should act as a deterrent to others. 
It is no good saying people ‘can be 
fined’ for littering, fly-tipping or 
not picking up after their dogs if the 
council does not act.

Shirley Scott,
Saligo, North Connel.

Scottish Canals is a 
failing organisation
Sir,
Scottish Canals must be congratu-
lated on joining the ranks of petty 
government-funded agencies whose 
practices are inimical to what they 
purport to defend and enhance. 

The flailing frenzy that has dev-
astated parts of the bank on the 
Crinan Canal has done nothing to 
enhance the canal or Scottish Ca-
nals’ reputation. 

Of course it will eventually recover, 
but a more controlled work schedule 
over time would be more beneficial. 
It is also very likely the new tarmac 
surface on the towpath may have 
destroyed the particular orchid that 
grew there. 

The arrogant ignorance of such 
bodies as the Forestry Commission 
and Scottish Natural Heritage 
(SNH) is already a byword, so Scot-
tish Canals will fit right in. 

The Forestry Commission seems 
to delight in wantonly destroying 
landscape features and leaving a 
brutalised hillside behind; ‘har-
vesting’ is such a comfortable word, 
until you see the consequences of 
Forestry practice. 

As for SNH, it really is the king 
on the muck heap of government 
bureaucracy. Its beaver nonsense is 
proof that playing God should be 
left to God. 

I suppose that somewhere in 
Holyrood there are people to whom 
these organisations are supposed to 
answer. I wonder who they are. Per-
haps shame prevents them owning 
up.

Alexander Hamilton,
Leac na Ban, Tayvallich.

SEANN DUAN AGUS SEANN trio-
blaid is staid nan rathaidean, agus gu 
h-àraid an fheadhainn as lugha inbhe, 
air a bhith a’ dol bhuaithe bho chionn 
bhliadhnaichean ri linn dìth airgid 
airson càradh iomchaidh a dhèanamh 
mar a bha feum. Le ionmhas poblach 
a’ sìor fhàs gann thar nam bliadhna-
ichean a chaidh seachad tha cùisean 
air a dhol nas miosa agus ”tuthaganìor 
fhàs gann thar nam bliadhnaichean a 
chaidh srgid airson càradh iomchaidh 
a dhèamnamh oprra a’ dol air tutha-
gan”, a’ fàgail cuid den uachdar cho 
garbh ‘s gun saoil thu gum bheil thu 
a’ siubhal cladaich seach rathad-mòr! 
Ach dè ghabhas dèanamh is cosgais 
càraidh rathaidean na dùthcha a-nise 
aig ìre cho uabhasach àrd? Chan eil 
dòigh air an tèid aig Comhairlean air 
pàigheadh airson obair-leasachaidh 
is iad mar-thà gann air èiginn a’ ruig-
heachd air cosgais cumail suas làitheil 
nan rathaidean.

Is uaisle toll na tuthag! Dh’fhaodadh 
beagan fìrinn a bhith san t-seanfhacal 
a thaobh èididh fheadhainn a tha gam 
meas fhèin mar uaislean, ach tha fios 
agus cinnt agam nach eil luchd-siub-
hail a tha a’ cosg fortan ann an cìsean 

de gach seòrsa air carbadan a ruith 
dol a chur suas leis an t-suidheachadh 
mòran nas fhaide. Le còmhdhail a’ 
sìor fhàs cosgail agus damaist bho 
staid nan rathaidean a’ cur ris a’ 
chosgais, cha ghabh an dùbhlan seo 
seachnadh mòran nas fhaide agus 
feumaidh luchd-riaghlaidh seasamh 
aige!

Tha mi toilichte fhaicinn gum 
bheil gluasadan air tòiseachadh a 
chuidicheas. Mar is aithne dhuinn 
uile chaidh mòran de rathaidean na 
Gàidhealtachd is nan Eilean a thogail 
air mòinteach agus ged a chaidh an 
tearradh is an leasachadh beagan thar 
bhliadhnaichean, chan eil bunaitean 
làidir annta. Chan eil a’ mhòr-chuid 
aca comasach air cuideam nan uid-
heaman a tha a’ ruith orra an-diugh 
a ghiùlan fiù ’s ged a bhiodh na h-uid-
heaman sin a’ cumail ris a’ chuideam 
cheadaichte. Ach a rèir choltais, tha 
mòran a’ giùlan fada bharrachd air na 
bu chòir agus tha sin a’ dèanamh cron 
agus a’ cur ri cosgais càraidh, agus 
tha roinn còmhdhail an riaghaltais 
am beachd uidheam tomhas cuideam 
a stèidheachadh ann an rathaidean 
feadh na dùthcha gus an fheadhainn a 

tha a’ briseadh an lagh a ghlacadh is a 
pheanasachadh.

Aig an ìre seo feumaidh luchd-
obrach ghoireasan poblach a bhios 
a’ briseadh an rathaid barantas trì 
bliadhna a thoirt air a’ chàradh a nì 
iad air an rathad. Leis gum bheil am 
barantas sin dol a dh’èirigh gu còig 
bliadhna tha dùil gun tèid ìre obair-
càraidh suas agus gum mair uachdar 
nan rathaidean nas fhaide

Gun teagamh nì na ceumannan sin 
feum ann a bhith a’ gleidheadh nan 
rathaidean, ach feumar an càradh 
mòr a dhèanamh an toiseach!

 
MOTORISTS will be encouraged to 
note plans to identify and penalise 
overloaded HGVs, which damage our 
roads. Higher standards of surface 
repair by utility contractors will also 
be welcome but much of our roads 
network is in very poor condition and 
a comprehensive remedial strategy 
should be an election issue for vehicle 
users who are already taxed excessive-
ly.

  
Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Camp-

bell) ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Martin Laing’s defence in his At Ran-
dom column of the protesters who 
staged an Argyll Against Trump rally 
in Oban drew criticism and praise.
Ian Macinnes complained: ‘Get a 
life do you really thing the American 
administration really cares what a few 
people in Oban think about their pol-
icies westminster does not they only 
play to the media.’
Andy Elkerton posted: ‘Martin Laing 
is completely right when he wrote that 
it was the demonstrators “democratic 
right” to protest, just as it’s the “dem-

ocratic right” of the rest of us to say 
how utterly pointless this was. I’ve no 
doubt they were doing it from what 
they thought was a “good place” but 
a march against US immigration policy 
(or even a march FOR US immigration 
policy) by twenty people in a little 
Scottish seaside town, does nothing 
except make those taking part feel 
good about themselves. This is called 
“virtue signalling”. A march against 
our own Council’s policies would have 
had much more relevance, as has been 
echoed on the OT site every day.’

John DM Kerr wrote: ‘Surely the 
oban times has a responsibility to its 
readers to not embarrass them by 
printing story’s that make the residents 
of our town look completely stupid, 
and I mean cartoon stupid. A gathering 
of around 20 people for what ever 
reason should never make it into the 
news.’
Tom Hayward asked: ‘Was being a 
venue for holding demonstrations or 
rallies the reason, behind the public 
realm works in Sta� ord Street and the 
town centre?’

GOOD food is one of life’s great 
pleasures and I have long been ridi-
culed by most around me for the level 
of euphoria I experience when eating 
certain culinary delights.  

Among the myriad of sustenance 
choices available, my favoured genre 
is shellfish and at the very peak of that 
mountain range of mouthwatering 
magnificence are three specific items 
belonging to different animal parts 
of three well-known West Coast sea 
creatures.  

So, in the style of one of Macbeth’s 
witches, give me the tail of a female lob-
ster, the claw meat of a male brown crab 
and the clean white flesh of a scallop. 
There are some close contenders hot on 
the heels of these morsels of tantalising 
taste perfection, but each one of these 
three can send me into a state of ecstasy.  

Alas, although we live surrounded 
by the crystal-clear waters that bear 
these fruits, they are still remarkably 
difficult to obtain for the average 
consumer in Scotland.  

Most shellfish landed on the West 
Coast go straight to the continent, 
with Spain being the most significant 
destination. France and Portugal are 
big consumers and there are new 
markets opening up in the Far East. 

Ironically, it is easier to get good 
quality Scottish shellfish if you are on 
holiday in Santiago de Compostella in 
Spain than at home where the stuff is 
actually caught.  

As well as being the givers of blissful 
pleasure, these same items, when 
ordered in a restaurant, can cause 
severe disappointment. As happens 
far too frequently, what you receive is 
a poor excuse for the dish that is being 
salivated over in anticipation.  

A substandard scallop is not merely 
a poor version of what you expect. It 
is like eating a piece of mildly fish-
flavoured rubber and bears no resem-
blance to the taste and texture of the 
same item if you had eaten it nearer 
the time it was caught – before it had 
been soaked in water to increase the 
weight and then stored as long as pos-
sible in a restaurant or fishmonger’s 
fridge, still safe to eat but sadly bereft 
of all the sweet succulent nutritious 
attributes it once proudly held. 

However, there is light at the end of 
this frustrating tunnel. More and more 

restaurants are learning how to store 
and cook shellfish and, as a town, Oban 
can be proud in having been at the 
forefront of this for many years. 

Some excellent fishmongers are 
also bringing progress in making it 
more widely available for cooking at 
home. Newly established shops – Iain 
Stewart Fish Sales in Fort William 
and Namara (a branch of North 
Uist- based Kallin Shellfish) in Glas-
gow, as well as the much-loved and 
long-established Donald Watt and 
Sons in Oban and Loch Fyne Oysters 
in Cairndow are all places where high 
quality of product is paramount.  

At the moment, in terms of volume 
landed, the domestic market for Scot-
tish shellfish is minute but, in time, 
the jewels of our ocean will hopefully 
gain their rightful place high in our 
culinary hearts.
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LEADER grants top £1 million
THE OUTER Hebrides 
LEADER Local Action Group 
has approved grants to 12 local 
projects recently, taking the total 
awarded from the 2014-2020 pro-
gramme to more than £1 million.

In all, 17 community-led 
projects with a combined value 
of almost £3.5 million were 
supported by LEADER funding 
in 2016.

LEADER grants of more than 

£1million has brought in an 
additional investment of almost 
£2.5million, equating to £3.30 
of other funding for each £1 of 
LEADER grant committed.

Colin Gilmour, chairman of the 
Outer Hebrides LEADER Local 
Action Group (LAG) said: ‘The 
LEADER LAG is delighted 
to issue this latest Spotlight on 
Projects bulletin – on the back of 
a highly significant milestone for 

the LAG in awarding more than 
£1million of our total LEADER 
allocation in the first year of the 
current programme.

‘These projects will deliver 
economic development benefits 
through maximising opportu-
nities for income generation, 
along with achieving a range of 
cultural and social benefits in 
local communities across the 
Outer Hebrides.’

Argyll 
shows 
it is the 
business
ARGYLL and Bute towns are 
among the most entrepreneurial 
in Scotland, according to new 
data issued by the Federation of 
Small Businesses (FSB).

Figures collated by FSB in 
Scotland show the proportion of 
people who work for themselves 
in 479 Scottish towns, cities and 
suburbs.

Fourteen out of 15 Argyll 
and Bute towns included in the 
national data have higher than 
the 6.4 per cent average figure 
for self-employment.

The top performing Argyll 
and Bute towns are Tarbert and 
Kilcreggan where there is 15.44 
per cent and 13.39 per cent 
self-employment respectively. 
In Oban, one in 10 people are 
self-employed.

The villages are among 
Scotland’s top 10 most entrepre-
neurial towns, while Ullapool in 
the Highlands has the highest 
self-employment figure of 17.9 
per cent.

Hisashi Kuboyama, FSB’s 
development manager, said: ‘Ar-
gyll and Bute is a small business 
economy and these figures on 
self-employment support that 
view.

‘This data shows the most suc-
cessful local communities have 
high numbers of people who are 
their own boss.

‘Unsurprisingly, popular 
tourist destinations are awash 
with smaller firms. Scotland’s 
market towns still have thriving 
business communities too.

‘While it is pleasing that almost 
all of the local towns included 
here are above the national 
average for entrepreneurship, 
the wide gap between top and 
bottom towns shows where our 
business support agencies can 
focus their attention.

‘There are now more than 
200,000 Scottish people who 
are self-employed – more than 
the number of people who work 
for the NHS or Scottish local 
authorities.’

High school 
progressing
OBAN High School is taking 
shape with some parts of the 
building already reaching a 
conclusion.

The funding for the school is 
part of a government scheme 
and will see the whole build, 
including subsequent demolition 
of the current school, completed 
by February 2019, with pupils 
moving into the new school by 
March or April of 2018.

Councillors were unable to be 
updated on the progress of the 
school at a meeting held last 
week as the officer in charge, 
the schools development project 
manager Mike Casey, was ‘oth-
erwise engaged’ on the morning 
of the meeting.

Councillor Roddy McCuish 
praised the workers. He said: ‘It 
is a great project.’

Campaigner urges councils to 
scan microchips in dead cats
A PETITION has been lodged 
in parliament to introduce a 
microchip scanning scheme 
for domestic cats in order that 
animals found dead can be 
reported to owners.

Campaign organiser Mandy 
Lowe says residents in Argyll 
and Bute have come out in 
force to offer support.

Ms Lowe, who lives on the 
West Coast, explained: ‘I start-
ed a nationwide petition asking 
councils to scan cats.

‘Currently, it is not enshrined 
in law that councils, or any 
authority for that matter, has to 
scan dead cats or domestic pets 
picked up by street cleaning 
teams within councils’ areas.

‘As it stands, councils have 
full legal right to collect 
dead animals and dispose 

of them as general rubbish. 
I have had my cat Mosh for 
almost 10 years now. He came 

as a stray kitten as his previous 
owners got bored with him as 
he was getting older and did 

not want him any longer. To 
think that someone could run 
him over and not legally be 
obliged to stop and assist him 
breaks my heart.

‘To make it worse, the local 
council is also legally within 
its right to come along and 
dispose of his body like a bag 
of rubbish.

‘He is not rubbish to me – 
he is part of our family and 
councils need to give some 
thought to people who invest so 
much love and money in these 
animals, and let them know if 
they have their pet and what 
has happened.

‘They are a life form who 
someone somewhere cares very 
much about. Councils refusing 
to scan them and notify owners 
raises a lot of sadness and 
anger within me.

‘The majority of pet owners 
now get their pets micro-

chipped and go to great lengths 
to ensure they are reunited 
with their pet should it get lost, 
injured or be taken somewhere.

‘The worst thing to happen is 
that authorities can just throw 
a person’s animal – some argue 
family member – in a bin. 

‘It is a great concern to pet 
owners.

‘My initial petition gained a 
lot of support and numerous 
councils agreed to make chang-
es to how they operate.

‘However, there are still some 
which refuse to look into the 
issue at least.

‘For these councils, we fight 
for a change in the law. 

‘My government webpage 
petition can be found at https://
petition.parliament.uk/peti-
tions/172989.’

Mandy explained that a large 
number of people have signed 
the petition from the West 

Coast. She said: ‘Councils 
around the UK who did not 
scan have since teamed up 
with organisations such as 
Cats Protection who have 
stepped in to donate scanners 
for councils facing financial 
difficulty.

‘Argyll and Bute Council said 
it was using a scheme where 
pets were disposed of via a 
local vet after considering the 
situation at an officer level, 
and not in governance arrange-
ments.’

An Argyll and Bute Council 
spokesman said: ‘Officers will 
scan any dead domestic pets 
they are made aware of for 
a microchip and attempt to 
inform the owners if possible.

‘The pet will be disposed of 
via a local vet. We will record 
any instance where officers are 
called to collect a dead domes-
tic pet.’

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Mandy Lowe says Mosh is part of her family.

A NEW television programme that saw Loose 
Women presenter and former cruise ship singer 
Jane McDonald visit Oban is currently being 
aired on Channel 5, writes David McPhee.

Jane McDonald visited the town on May 13 
last year as part of her four-part series titled 
Cruising With Jane McDonald.

The presenter  took  a  mini-cruise  around 
the Inner Hebrides and the Isle of Mull before 

arriving in the town to be matched up with her 
family tartan in Chalmers of Oban.

Speaking to The Oban Times in May, Ms Mc-
Donald said: ‘I’ve loved this trip to Scotland. It’s 
the best thing I could have done.

‘I love Oban, it’s beautiful and they do Storno-
way black pudding – I have just bought several 
pieces. 

‘I just took a cruise on the Majestic Line 

around Mull, which was the best cruise I have 
ever been on.

‘We went to  Tobermory, Mull, Iona, Lunga, 
Staffa and Oban, and we have loved everywhere.’

The 53-year-old first hit our TV screens in 
1998 in a reality television show called The 
Cruise.

‘The best part about the trip was being on the 
boat because I could see everything,’ she added.

‘I sang Amazing Grace in Fingal’s Cave, which 
was one of the highlights of my life – the acous-
tics were fantastic.

‘I have been blown away by the food. I have 
eaten the best food ever in Scotland and on the 
Western Isles. I will definitely be back without a 
television crew.’

Cruising with Jane McDonald continues tomor-
row (Friday) night at 9pm on Channel 5.

Oban features in TV � lm thanks to former Loose Women presenter Jane
Jane McDonald is pictured with sta�  from Chalmers of Oban – where she discovered her family tartan – and two members of Oban High School Pipe Band.

Civic furniture given away 
free for community groups

Syllabus for Mòd on web

A-boards to 
vanish from 
Oban streetsSEATS, tables and other pieces 

of furniture are to be donated 
to any community groups that 
would like them.

The plan to give away un-
wanted civic furniture that 
would have one time graced the 
council chamber and other state 
rooms was heard at last week’s 
Oban, Lorn and the Isles area 

committee meeting. Coun-
cillor Roddy McCuish said: 
‘I want to encourage com-
munity groups to come and look 
at the furniture that is surplus 
to the local authority’s require-
ments.’

Any group interested should 
find out more from the council 
offices in Albany Street.

THE syllabus for the Oban 
Provincial Mòd has now been 
published and can be found on 
The Oban Times website, and in 
full in next week’s newspaper.

Entry forms are to be handed 
in or posted to Furan Gaelic 
Centre, Corran Halls, Oban, 

PA34 5AB before March 31. The 
following poetry and song books 
and CDs are available at the 
gaelic centre: Beul-
aithris Òigridh, Còisirean Òi-
gridh, Òrain na Cloinne, Òrain 
aon Neach, Beul-aithris Inbhich 
and Earranan Ainmichte.

STREET boards offering infor-
mation to pedestrians on Oban’s 
George Street and Stafford Street 
are all set to be a thing of the past 
if councillors get their way.

Speaking at last week’s Oban, 
Lorn and the Isles area commit-
tee meeting, councillors were 
in agreement that the A-boards 
were not in keeping with the new 
design of the street.

Send your news and 
photographs to 

editor@obantimes.co.uk

Strathallan - green space, a home from home and an 
exceptional breadth of opportunities for boarders and 
day pupils 
Located in the heart of 
Perthshire, but with easy 
access to Edinburgh and 
Glasgow, Strathallan’s 
green and leafy campus 
expands to more than 153 
acres. It includes some of the best facilities of any school in Scotland 
and provides the setting for day and boarding pupils to take every 
advantage of the exceptional breadth of activities available to them. 

At Strathallan our ethos is to provide opportunities for every pupil 
to excel; in practice that means ensuring each individual, no matter 
what their passion or interest, is supported to do well, achieve 
their personal best and, importantly, enjoy their time at school. It 
is an approach which leads to a rich diversity of pupil experience 
and some exceptional achievements - academically, in sports, the 
performing and creative arts and other areas. 

Across the school, pupils can choose from more than 80 activities 
including fencing to debating, clay pigeon shooting to dance. 
Strathallan has carved out an excellent reputation for sports, both 
traditional team sports but also in individual activities. Teams are 
frequently to be found on the podium and individuals have claimed 
medals in ski-ing, tennis, badminton, swimming, golf, karate and 
more, with many representing Scotland and GB. Music and the 
performing arts are � ourishing too and are set to strengthen with 
the recent addition of a state-of-the-art dance and drama studio. 

Strathallan is also a school with strong family values and a friendly 
and welcoming atmosphere, something that bene� ts enormously 
from the fact the majority of sta�  live on site. Our day pupils are part 
of the same houses as the boarders, creating a solid foundation for 
developing friendships in and out of school. 

From Riley, our Junior House, upwards, our visitors tell us they 
get a real sense of Strathallan when they meet our pupils and see 
the school for themselves. We encourage you to do the same and 
welcome visits at any time of year. 

strathallan.co.ukForgandenny, Perth PH2 9EG   /   T: 01738 812 546   /   admissions@strathallan.co.uk

Registered in Scotland as a charity number SC008903

Open Morning
(Entry for ages 9+) 

Saturday 4th March 2017, 10am – 1pm

Scholarships and  
Bursaries Available
For more information or to book a visit  
please contact our Admissions Department 
admissions@strathallan.co.uk 01738 815003

Achieving excellent results - in academic 

work, in sports and the arts.

Extending a  warm welcome from our 
community of staff, boarding and day 
pupils.

Enjoying a beautiful rural campus, less 

than an hour from Edinburgh airport.

At Strathallan we motivate and inspire 

young people to make the most of their 

individual abilities and interests.

for ages 9 to 18

ADVERTORIAL
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Sport

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

10-pin bowling

Lochaber               45
Isle of Mull                      24
Friendly fi xture

Fort William sign 
new striker

Lotto

Rugby

Club lottery 
numbers

Football

Swimming

Boxing

British Legion lead 
handicap divisionChampionship success for 

Lochaber Phoenix boxers

JANUARY and February have 
been busy months for the mem-
bers of the Lochaber Leisure 
Centre swim team.

Highland swim team trials 
results:

First list of new club records 
for girls 11 years old: Evie-Jay 
100m front crawl (F/c), 100 
and 200 back crawl (B/c), 100m 
breaststroke (Br), 100 individ-
ual medley (IM). 12 years old: 
Poppy 200 B/c and Alice-Ann, 
200 Br. 13 years old: Jenna 
100,200 and 400m F/c, 100 B/c, 
200 Br.

14 years old: Siobhan 100 and 
200m F/c, 200m butterfly, Mil-
lie 100 B/c, 100 and 200m Br, 
100 and 400m IM. 15 years old: 
Aimee 100 and 200m Br, 100 
and 200 Fly, 100, 200 and 400m 
IM 100 B/c.

Boys nine and under: Sean 100 
F/c and 100m B/c. 10 years old: 
Alex 100 F/c, 100 Br.

12 years old: Kai 100 and 200m 
B/c. Indigo 200 Br. 13 years old: 
Alistair (Ardnamurchan) 200m 
F/c and Br. Gabriel, 200 B/c. 
15 years old: Lyall (Ardnamur-
chan) 100 and 200m Br , 400m 
F/c. Jack 100 and 200m B/c, 100 
and 200 IM.

Scottish Schools Champion-
ships – East Kilbride:

Evie-Jay (Inverlochy Primary) Jenna McLean with her medal. Abrightside Photography.

FORT William Football Club 
have announced the signing of 
Jordan Knight from Ross-shire 
Welfare side Contin FC.

Jordan, 24, formerly of Spey 
Valley FC and Inverness Ath-
letic FC, has been training with 
Fort William for a number of 
weeks and was a scoring triallist 
in a friendly v St Duthus FC a 
few weeks ago.

The striker, who is equally 
comfortable on the wings, was 
set to go straight into Saturday’s 
squad against Clach FC, but the 
match was called off due to a 
frozen pitch.

The Fort game against 
Clachnacuddin was resched-
uled for yesterday (Wednesday 
February 15).

TWO Lochaber Phoenix boxers 
have featured in the finals of 
the Northern District cham-
pionships, held in Insch near 
Aberdeen, last weekend.

Fifteen-year-old Robert Mac-
Donald faced Jimmy Laing, who 
hails from Insch itself. MacDon-
ald started brightly, working his 
way forward behind a strong jab, 
moving into medium range where 
he fired strong hooks to body 
and head. As the round drew 
to a close, Laing began to try to 
gain the centre of the ring and 
had some success but the round 
belonged to Robert.

The second round saw Laing 
continue as he finished the first, 
claiming the centre of the ring 
and trying to force MacDonald 
onto the back foot. Robert un-
wittingly obliged Laing as he in-
explicably boxed only in straight 
lines and was outworked by the 
Insch boxer in close.

Everything rested on the last 
round and the Lochaber boxer 
acted accordingly as he blasted 
out of the blocks at the bell 
and fired powerful punches 
with both hands, driving Laing 
to the corner. This sustained 
attack was the real highlight of 
the round as, after the first half 
minute of MacDonald’s dom-
inance, the rest of the round 
developed into a war of attrition 
with neither boxer landing 
clean, scoring punches.

The strong start to the round 
was the deciding factor in this 
crucial round and Robert took 
the title by way of split decision 
and thus become Fort William’s 
latest champion.

Seventeen-year-old Kevin 
Aitchison had the proverbial Boxing champ Robert MacDonald. 

AFTER week 12 of the 
Lochaber Building Supplies 
10-pin bowling leagues at 
the Nevis Centre, Alleycats 
continue to lead of the scratch 
division with 50 points.

They are followed by British 
Legion Fort William with 41 
points and Don’t Give A Split 
on 35 points. The handicap 
division is much tighter where 
British Legion Fort William 
stay on top with 39 points, 
closely followed by Don’t Give 
A Split on 38 points. Alleycats 
and The Shambowls are next on 
31 points.

Individually, the best game 
in week 12 was 172 from Ron 
Gretton (Rotavators), closely 
followed by Gary Cowan (Don’t 
Give A Split) with 171. Ron 
Gretton swept the board of the 
individual honours this week 
with the top handicap game of 
219, the top two-game scratch 
series of 331 and the top two-
game handicap series of 425.

The best team scores of the 
week all came from Don’t Give 
A Split, who had the top scratch 
game of 604, the top handicap 
game of 787, the top two-game 
scratch series of 1192 and the 
top two-game handicap series 
of 1558.

The top scratch averages for 
the season so far are currently 
held by Pam Weller (Alleycats) 
with 163 followed by Tony 
Whitelocke (Alleycats) with 156 
and Ben Weller (Don’t Give A 
Split) on 151.

SOUTH Lochaber Thistle 
are through to final of the 
Thomson Trophy after a ‘hard-
fought but deserved victory’ 
over central belt counterparts 
Newshot.

It was an even game in the 
first half with chances for both 
teams. It took a Lewis Morrison 
strike to break the deadlock.

Going in at half-time one goal 
to the good it was Lochaber’s 
game to lose. Newshot changed 
to a 4-3-3 formation putting 
SLT under a lot of pressure but 
a dogged Jags side were calm 
and disciplined at the back and, 
along with some top quality 
goalkeeping from Ryan Hunter, 
they saw out the game to make 
it to the first final in their short 
history.

Man of the match went to 
Ryan Hunter.

LOCHABER hosted Mull in 
a friendly fixture on Saturday 
after Mull’s league game had 
been cancelled. It was the per-
fect opportunity for Lochaber 
to put into practice what they 
have been working on in train-
ing before this Saturday’s away 
trip to Deeside which is the first 
fixture since the league split.

Lochaber started the brighter 
with their backs finding lots of 
space in the Mull defence. They 
thought they had scored within 
the first few minutes when Euan 
Larter crossed the line but he 
had gone into touch first.

It wasn’t long before Lochaber 
got their first try after all the 
early pressure with Findlay 
Ireland crossing the line and 
Callum Boyd converting.

This seemed to rally the Mull 
side who were next to score. 
They then went on to score two 
more tries to lead 7-17 at half-
time.

At the start of the second half 
Lochaber came racing out of 
the gates and scored three more 
tries before Mull replied with 
one of their own to bring the 
score to 26-24. The scoreline 
stayed like that for a while until 
Lochaber scored three more 
tries in the last 10 minutes to 
win the game 45-24.

Lochaber try scorers were 
Findlay Ireland (3), Jamie 
Collins (2), Euan Larter and 
Christopher Simpson. Callum 
Boyd kicked five conversions.

Friendly 
win for 
Lochaber

South Lochaber 
Thistle reach
� rst cup � nal
Football

mountain to climb when he 
faced Highland Boxing Acad-
emy’s multi-titled Jake Mac-
Donald in the final of the youth 
welterweight championships. 
MacDonald is, among other 
things, a former Scottish Open 
champion and is easily the best 
boxer Aitchison has faced.

Kevin has really improved 
in the past 18 months but this 
would prove to be the real acid 
test of just what levels he has 
reached.

The taller Aitchison cleverly 
kept the contest at long range in 
the opening round, refusing to 
let MacDonald close and using 
sharp footwork to avoid any 
quick attacks by the Inverness 
boxer.

MacDonald, however, did 
manage to close the gap slightly 
better in the next round but, if 
truth be told, so few clean shots 
were landed by either boxer in 
this chess match of a boxing 
contest that it was incredibly 
difficult to separate them.

The final round carried on in 
the same vein although perhaps 
Jake landed a couple more 
eye-catching punches.

After three rounds of the most 
engrossing action, MacDonald 
gained the decision and the title 
but Aitchison can be very proud 
of a performance that was far 
and away above anything he 
has produced in a boxing ring 
previously.

Fourteen-year-old Cameron 
Whyte was also scheduled to 
appear in his final but unfortu-
nately his opponent withdrew a 
few days beforehand.

Busy time for Lochaber swimmers
finished fourth in the 50m back 
crawl in the 12 and under age 
group. She was initially placed 
third on the electronic score-
board only to be suddenly rele-
gated to fourth by the smallest 
of margins of 0.1s.

Aimee (Lochaber High) 
had two magnificent swims 
in finishing fifth in the 100m 
breaststroke and sixth in the 
200m breaststroke. 

These are the highest ever 
placings by local girl swimmers 
in this long-standing competi-
tion.

A spokesperson for the club 
said: ‘This was another massive 
step forward for the club, having 
our swimmers qualifying for 
this competition is an achieve-
ment in itself but to come away 
with these three results is simply 
remarkable.’

North District Championships 
Aberdeen:

Jenna McLean won a silver 
medal in the 100m front crawl, 
finished sixth in the 200m indi-
vidual medley, 11th in the 50m 
breaststroke and finished fifth 
in the 400m front crawl.

Evie- Jay managed a fourth 
place finish in the 200m back 
crawl and 12th in the 50m 
breaststroke.

Millie, although she only en-

tered as 15th fastest swimmer in 
her 100m breaststroke, managed 
to qualify for the final before 
losing out in a close finish to 
finish sixth, only 0.5s behind the 
bronze medallist.

The only boy in attendance 
was Lyall, who despite having a 
club record breaking 50m front 
crawl swim, has not got the re-
sults he has deserved for all his 
recent hard work.

Aimee, finishing third place 
in the 200m breaststroke a full 
8s in front of the next swimmer 
and what would have been the 
first North District medal, was 
later disqualified for twitching 
on the starting blocks, a minor 
offence but still one which car-
ries a disqualification. She also 
missed out on racing in the same 
heat as Hannah Miley instead 
swimming a heat apart, maybe 
next time.

Siobhan moved up almost 20 
places from her entry time in 
her favourite race the 100m 
front crawl.

The youngest swimmer on 
the day, Danni is continuing to 
improve with every swim and 
is definitely as talented as her 
older sister Jenna.

KILMALLIE Shinty Club 
lottery numbers drawn on 
Sunday February 12 were 3, 6 
and 15. There were no winners 
with the jackpot now standing 
at £1,100.
CAOL Regeneration lotto 
results: draw date: 9-02-17. 
Numbers were 10, 11 and 13.
 There were no winners so the 
next jackpot on 16-02-17 stands 
at £200.

RESULTS Week 14: Mallaig 
3, HW Energy 3; Fiorentina 
Turner 6, Ballatasaray 3; 
Portowcy 5, The Young Team 
12;   Inverlochy 0, Nevis Range 
9;  Doghouse Thistle 8, The 
Goon Squad 3.

Indoor football
Recent results

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday February 16, 2017 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 02.57 1.0 08.40 3.6 15.29 1.4 21.00 3.5
Fri 03.35 1.3 09.13 3.4 16.09 1.6 21.38 3.3
Sat 04.18 1.5 09.50 3.2 16.58 1.8 22.44 3.1
Sun 05.09 1.8 10.37 3.0 17.59 2.0 23.36 2.9
Mon 06.10 1.9 12.13 2.8 19.13 2.0  **.**  *.*
Tues 01.48 2.9 07.21 2.0 14.34 2.9 20.42 1.9
Wed 03.05 3.0 08.44 1.9 15.34 3.0 21.49 1.7
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

12
9

8

Thursday Light rain showers
 Winds moderate west south westely
 Temperatures 6°C to 9ºC.
Friday Cloudy with light rain showers
 Winds moderate south south easterly
 Temperatures 8°C to 9ºC.

Weekend Light rain on Saturday
Outlook Light rain on Sunday
 Winds light west south westerly
 Temperatures 6ºC to 9ºC.


