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AN OBAN nurse who murdered his first wife 
and tried to kill his second has lost a bid to have 
his conviction referred back to the High Court.

Malcolm Webster, 56, was jailed for a mini-
mum of 30 years for killing Claire Morris, 32, in 
a planned car crash in Aberdeenshire in 1994, 
and attempting to kill Felicity Drumm in New 
Zealand in 1999 to claim insurance money.

The former medic, who worked as a senior 
nurse in Lorn and Islands Hospital, and also 
played Santa at his local school, was handed the 
life sentence after being convicted of the crimes 
in May 2011.

Webster lost an appeal against his conviction 
in 2013 when judges at the Court of Appeal in 
Edinburgh rejected a claim he was the victim of 
a miscarriage of justice.

AS THE deadline looms for a financial deal 
between the Scottish Government and Argyll 
and Bute Council, it is understood an 11th-
hour phone call may ease the rising financial 
burden on the local authority.

Argyll and Bute Council would not comment 
when The Oban Times’ asked about a call 
between finance minister John Swinney MSP 
and council leader Dick Walsh, but it is under-
stood the conversation was due to take place 
yesterday (Wednesday) evening. It is believed 
the discussion may end some of the ongoing 
concerns the local authority has placed before 
the government. The call was set up with the 
help of Michael Russell MSP.

Mr Walsh will present his budget to the full 
council for ratification today (Thursday). 

Nurse’s high 
court bid fails

Improved 
ferry alerts

11th-hour call 
to aid Argyll?CALMAC is to revamp its 

warning code system after 
talking to customers.

The amber status has been 
making passengers see red, 
with many saying it puts 
people off making a journey.

A spokesman for CalMac 
said: ‘We are proposing a 
fourth colour – yellow – to 
distinguish routes that have 
the potential for disruptions 
from those which are actu-
ally experiencing them on 
the day in question. Work to 
incorporate the new tier into 
the website and app is under 
way and will be introduced 
in the coming months.’

THE OWNERS of Oban 
Marina, based on Kerrera, have 
announced they are to put the 
business up for sale, writes Louise 
Glen.

Peter and Katy Weir, from Le-
daig, say their age and illness are 
forcing them to sell the business 
to someone who can expand and 
develop it.

David Adams McGilp, Vis-
itScotland’s head of marine 
tourism,  said the loss of the Weir 
family to the business: ‘marks 
the end of a considerable local 
effort to sustain and develop the 
business over several years’. 

He continued: ‘There have been 
some challenging circumstances 
for the owners, whose vision was 
to enhance Oban’s reputation as 
a leading leisure maritime hub on 
the west coast of Scotland, and 
to provide the levels of service 
and type of facilities expected by 
today’s sailors and boaters.

‘Oban Marina represents an op-
portunity for new owners to carry 
the Weir family’s vision forward.
The growth of marine tourism de-
pends a lot on infrastructure, and 
the greater the number of places 
with appropriate facilities the 
greater the prospect of meeting 
the growth agenda. 

‘The new owners also have an 
opportunity to build alliances 
and service partnerships with the 
Oban business community – mak-
ing the most of combined local 
resources, experience and exper-
tise to grow the visitor economy 
and advance the destination’s 
reputation. I am sure the sale will 
generate significant interest. I 
wish the Weir family well.’

Mr Weir said: ‘I promise to keep 
everyone fully informed of future 
progress and developments.

‘I would personally like to 
thank all of our customers and 
friends who have supported us 
through the years. 

‘We have all been through our 
ups and downs and I hope that 
the marina continues and finds a 
buyer who can fulfill its potential.’

Hogwarts highjinks in Oban

Mull youngsters Eva, nine, and Oscar, � ve, had great fun at the special Harry Potter Book Night at 
Waterstone’s bookshop in Oban last Thursday evening. For full story and more photographs, turn 
to page � ve. 15_t07harrypotter02.

Fears for young 
carers as funding 
set to be pulled

A FINANCIAL crisis will 
see children as young as five 
deprived of independent sup-
port from the award-winning 
Argyll carer centres if plans to 
scrap funding goes ahead today 
(Thursday) at Argyll and Bute 
Council budget meeting.

Young carers networks in Ar-
gyll and Bute support children 
as young as five who provide 
care to family members. At the 
moment more than 200 children 
access these services.

Children care for family 
members who may have a phys-
ical illness, disability, a mental 
health condition or have a 
alcohol or drug misuse problem.

Heart-rending stories of 
youngsters being taught to inject 
parents with life-saving medi-
cation and of primary children 
having to go home at lunchtime 
to make sure their parent has 
food to eat are all too common 
in Argyll, say the leaders of 
the four independent carers’ 
centres in Oban, Lochgilphead, 
Dunoon and Helensburgh.

Centre managers Morag 
MacLean from North Argyll 
and Eileen McCrory from 
Helensburgh and Lomond will 
be the worst hit when funding 
finishes on April 22 and servic-
es for more than 180 children 
come to an end.

In the meantime, charity 
applications have been rejected 
because funders have said there 
is an obligation for the local 
authority to put cash into the 
services.

Ironically, while the two 

services in North Argyll and 
Helensburgh and Lomond are 
at risk of coming to an end, 
funding has been found for 
children in Dunoon.

Catherine Paterson, chair-
women of the Argyll Carers 
Forum, said there would be a 
cash crisis in caring if independ-
ent services such as the carers 
centres were not funded.

Mrs Paterson is a former 
teacher who offers counselling 
support to young carers in Mid 
Argyll, Kintyre and the Isles.

She said: ‘For every £1 the local 
authority puts into care services 
it benefits by the equivalent of 
£14.60 in the services that we 
can provide. I am not making up 
these figures, they are proven.

‘We are the only organisations 
with time to be alongside those 
people in a truly non-judgemen-
tal way.’

The women point out that 
while other support services are 
shrinking, the number of people 
approaching the centres for 
support is increasing.

A holistic approach to care is 
top of their agenda. 

Mrs Paterson continued: ‘If we 
are not able to provide support 
for a young carer there are 
lots of other issues that come 
forward.

‘There are no real figures 
available for how many people 
care for a member of their 
family. If a family is coping they 
don’t need help. The cost of that 
funding is then hidden.

‘People come to us in a crisis. 
Where will children and adult 
carers go if we are not here?

‘They certainly won’t run to 
officials for these services to be 
provided. 

‘The gaps in the services will 
be quite alarming.

‘The children we advocate for 
are not all in town centres, so 
coming out to a nightime meet-
ing or to a club is very difficult. 

‘Our geography makes what 
we provide almost impossible if 
it wasn’t for the way our carers 
and volunteers make it work.

‘What we do cannot be repli-
cated by social workers or any-
one else. We are independent. 

‘Carers’ health and wellbeing 
is why I am here.’

Speaking about the young 
carer services in Oban and 
Lomond, Eileen McCrory said: 
‘After April 22 that will be it. 
No more services. We will do 
what we can to meet the needs 
of carers whatever age. But 
no particular service will be 
funded.

‘We have applied for funding 
and the reason we were not 
successful was because there is 
a statutory obligation for local 
authorities to provide for young 
carers. Charities will not fund 
things that should be provided.

‘People often think this isn’t 
real. But we work with children 
who go home to feed mummy 
at lunchtime, who have to make 
sure mummy is safe, who help 
granny to the toilet.

‘People don’t want us to think 
about that – because there is no 
money to fund anything unless 
there is a crisis.’

Budget proposals for cuts to 
voluntary services will go before 
Argyll and Bute Council today 
(Thursday).

As part of the cost savings, 
more than 400 employees in the 
local authority have asked for 
redundancy. 

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Independent providers face cash crisis due to cuts 

Family put 
marina on 
the market



SERIOUS concerns are to be 
raised at a stakeholders meet-
ing to discuss the future of the 
emergency towing vessel on the 
west coast.

The current contract for 
the last remaining govern-
ment-funded emergency towing 
vessel (ETV), which is current-
ly based on the northern coast 
of Scotland, has less than two 
months to run.

Argyll and Bute Council prov-
ost Len Scoullar says removal 
of the service increases serious 
risk of shipping accidents.

The Maritime Coastguard 
Agency has invited stakehold-
ers to a meeting to discuss the 
future of ETV provision in the 
United Kingdom. 

Mr Scoullar said: ‘Along with 
Comhairlie nan Eilean Siar 
and Highland Council, we have 
serious concerns about both the 
current level of provision and 
the potential removal of the last 
remaining ETV. 

‘It is our view that this sig-
nificantly increases the risk 

of a serious shipping incident 
which could have a grave effect 
on the local environment and 
economy.

‘We want to see the reinstate-
ment of the Minch tug, based in 
Stornoway, as well as the reten-
tion of the tug based in Orkney. 

‘Last February the 120-metre 
cargo vessel Lysblink Seaway 
grounded near Kilchoan on the 
Ardnamurchan peninsula. 

‘The Orkney-based ETV 
Heracles took 24 hours to 
arrive on the scene and only at 
that point could the vessel be 
moored safely nearby to allow 
counter-pollution teams to deal 
with leakage of diesel oil.  

‘If an ETV had been based in 
Stornoway it is quite possible 
that it would have arrived at 
the incident in enough time to 
pull the ship off the rocks at 
high tide, significantly reducing 
the risk of further damage and 
significant pollution.

‘The Minches, Argyll coastal 
waters and the Firth of Clyde 
are all considered to be of high 
sensitivity and high risk to mar-
itime incident, especially with 
the transport of nuclear waste. 

‘A lack of ETV provision on 
the west coast poses a major 
risk to mariners and the wider 
environment which supports 
key industries, such as fishing, 
aquaculture and tourism.

‘We will welcome this positive 
step and will be pleased to par-
ticipate in this meeting.’
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Tourism tops jobs 
list in Highlands

Cove funeral for 
Jamie Taggart

Food of love is 
good for business

THE WEST Highlands and 
islands top of the list when it 
comes to tourism jobs, accord-
ing to the latest � gures from 
the O�  ce for National Statistics 
(ONS).

Argyll and Bute, Lochaber, 
Skye, Lochalsh, Arran and 
Cumbrae have the highest 
percentage of main and second 
jobs in the industry at 17.29 per 
cent. The � gures for 2014 also 
revealed that those aged 20 to 
24 years were the most likely to 
work in tourism.

FUNERAL details for Jamie Tag-
gart, the botanist from Argyll 
who tragically died in Vietnam, 
have been con� rmed.

A service will be held in St 
Modan’s Church in Rosneath 
at noon tomorrow (February 
12), followed by interment at 
Barbour Cemetery in Cove.

Mr Taggart, a 41-year-old 
retained � re� ghter, from 
Cove disappeared while on a 
plant-hunting expedition in a 
remote, mountainous area of 
north Vietnam in November 
2013. Friends and neighbours 
on the Rosneath peninsula 
raised thousands of pounds to 
fund searches for Mr Taggart 
in Vietnam, with actor Hugh 
Grant, who has family connec-
tions to Mr Taggart’s home 
at the Linn in Cove, making a 
substantial donation. 

Mr Taggart’s mother, Jill Mary, 
� ew to Vietnam last year to join 
renewed searches, but no trace 
of his remains were found until 
December 17 last year.

RESIDENTS of Islay are being 
asked to raid the cupboards 
and hunt in the loft for bottles 
of whisky from the Port Ellen 
Distillery.

Some 320 bottles from the 
distillery were sold at auction 
in the first half of last year. The 
most expensive bottle was sold 
for £8,200.

The value of whisky has 
soared in recent years, and 
bottles from now closed distill-
eries, such as Port Ellen, which 
closed in 1983, have seen their 
value rise more than most.

David Robertson, co-founder 
of Rare Whisky 101, said: 
‘Whisky from Scotland’s silent 
distilleries is undoubtedly in 
high demand at the moment.

‘However, while many of these 
rare bottles are now being 

bought or sold for investment, 
collection, or purely just for 
drinking, there are still a huge 
number of bottles from these 
silent distilleries just gathering 
dust, with the owners unaware 
of the whisky’s value. 

‘We’re also confident that 
many of these bottles are most 
likely located in and around the 
communities from where silent 
distilleries were based.

‘We’d urge anyone who has got 
any old bottles from the Port 
Ellen distillery to get in touch 
with us and seek a valuation. 

‘They could be in for a very 
pleasant surprise.’

SALES of Scottish oysters are 
predicted to soar on the run up 
to Valentine’s Day as the ‘food 
of love’ makes an appearance 
on menus all over Britain.

Stephen Cameron, managing 
director of the Scottish Shell� sh 
Marketing Group, said: ‘In a 
normal week we sell around 
35,000 oysters to our multiple 
retail and other customers, but 
last year this soared to 160,000 
oysters in Valentine’s week.’

Islay whisky lovers could 
be in for dram fi ne windfall

Whisky from the former Port 
Ellen distillery has risen in 
value in the last few years.

The Lysblink Seaway ran 
aground near Kilchoan in 2015. 

Photograph: Jon Haylett

MIST is hosting free events for island drivers to highlight the 
bene� ts of electric vehicles.

Council to attend maritime 
meeting over towing vessel

A PROGRAMME of tree 
and drainage clearance and 
the removal of loose rocks 
from the verge of the A82 is 
part of a major programme of 
maintenance works, costing 
around £140,000, due to start 
next Monday between Tarbet 
and Inverarnan.

Transport Minister Derek 
Mackay MSP said the A82 
Partnership would improve the 
route in advance of its upgrade. 

The work is expected to be 
completed by Easter. 

Mr Mackay said: ‘This 10-
mile section of road through 
stunning hills and by the banks 
of the iconic Loch Lomond 
has presented a real challenge 
as we have taken forward the 
design work.

‘Last October we were able to 
let the public see and comment 
on the preferred route option 
to upgrade the road between 
Tarbet and Inverarnan, and 
we are now taking forward the 
next phase of design which will 
lead to the preparation of draft 
orders.

‘Last year I took a trip in 
an HGV to see for myself 
the challenges of driving the 
route, and as a result I pledged 
to carry out a programme of 
measures to improve the route 
in advance of the upgrade for 
all road users, but particularly 
those driving long vehicles.

‘This work will get under way 
next week and will include the 
clearing away of vegetation, 
overhanging trees and the 
removal of loose stones and 
rocks from the verge of the 
existing road, as well as the 
clearance and improvement of 
the existing drainage system.

‘We are committed to 
upgrading the A82 and 
have already completed the 
£5.5million Crianlarich bypass 
and £9.2million Pulpit Rock 
improvements in addition to 
the £57million invested in the 
route since 2007, bringing sig-
nificant improvements for road 
users and local communities 
who rely on this road to go 
about their day to day business.’

Roadworks 
to begin on 
A82 ahead 
of route 
upgrade

Tiree A’ Bhuain set to 
welcome homecomers
TIREE is gearing itself up for a 
huge week in May as 100 home-
comers return to the island of 
their ancestors. 

With only three months to 
go until the second A’ Bhuain 
(Gaelic for the harvest), the 
organising committee is setting 
the stage for the event following 
a 10-year break.

Eminent Gaelic scholar 
Professor Donald Meek, one of 
Tiree’s most famous sons, will 
start proceedings on May 23 
with a personal look back at his 
childhood in Caolas.

The week-long festival also 
features talks by Ishbel MacK-

innon, the archivist at the 
Inveraray Castle archive, on the 
treasures now being unlocked 
from the vaults. Trail West’s Ian 
Smith will talk about the 150th 
anniversary of the Balephuil 
Fishing Disaster, while Dr John 
Holliday will discuss the Viking 
settlement of the island. 

Mr Smith will also be unveiling 
the first bottling, called Cairns-
muir after an 1885 shipwreck 
off Tiree, from the new Tiree 
Whisky Company.

Skipinnish, fresh from a sell-
out show in Glasgow’s Royal 
Festival Hall as part of Celtic 
Connections, will play for the 
homecomers, and the week will 
end with a stand-out concert, 
staged by the Tiree Association 

under the expert ears of Mary 
Ann Kennedy. 

In 2006 the association’s 
closing concert was so good it 
was programmed  for Celtic 
Connections the following year.

The week is about connections, 
people and friendships. At the 
heart of the festival, the island’s 
hall An Talla will host a daily 
cafe where the worldwide Tiree 
family and today’s islanders can 
meet over lunches hosted by a 
range of community groups. 

An evening of house ceilidhs 
will allow visitors to spend the 
evening by the island’s fire sides. 

There will be daily classes for 
those wanting to learn Gaelic, 
accordion and ceilidh dancing, 
and there will be a tour of some 

of the crofts and farms of the 
island, as well as an opportunity 
to spend time birdwatching un-
der the expert guidance of John 
Bowler, the RSPB conservation 
charity’s warden.

Dr Holliday, chairman of the 
committee, told The Oban Times: 
‘We had a wonderful week back 
in 2006 and we were keen to 
mark the 10th anniversary with a 
repeat. A’ Bhuain has something 
for everyone – dancing, singing, 
lectures, trips around the island, 
and, above all, a great chance to 
bring together those whose fam-
ilies left the island, and those 
who still live here. 

‘Whatever your connection 
with the island, you will get a 
warm welcome.’

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

RESIDENTS of the Ormsary 
community in Knapdale can 
now, for the first time, make use 
of the mobile phone network to 
access the internet and send 
and receive email thanks to the 
Vodafone’s Rural Open Sure 
Signal programme which was 
launched in Ormsary Commu-
nity Hall on Friday February 5.  

A simple Sure Signal box 
fitted to the roofline of the hall 
will distribute the signal over a 
wide area thereby providing a 
reliable 3G service to Vodafone 
users.

MP Brendan O’Hara, who 
took part in the launch, wel-
comed the move and said: ‘I 
regularly receive contact from 
my constituents regarding 
difficulties with connectivity, 
so seeing the Ormsary area 
able to benefit so strongly from 
this initiative is very welcome 
and I do hope that this will be 
replicated throughout Argyll 
and Bute.’

He continued: ‘Lack of con-
nectivity is a major factor in 
many people leaving our rural 

communities and anything that 
helps to stimulate economic ac-
tivity will help to redress this.’

Also taking part was Argyll 
and Bute MSP Michael Russell, 
who added: ‘I am very pleased 
that Ormsary has been success-
ful in securing a Sure Signal 
service which will massively 
improve communication and 
accessibility. 

‘Rural communities must not 
be left behind by the digital 
revolution and Vodafone’s 
commitment to these areas and 
this development is vital and 
welcome.’

FISHERMEN have proposed 
changes to mitigate the poten-
tial economic impact of Marine 
Protected Area (MPA) fishing 
restrictions.

Members of Mallaig and 
North West Fishermen’s As-
sociation (MNWFA) met with 
Dave Thompson, MSP for Skye, 
Lochaber and Badenoch, and 
Cabinet Secretary for Rural 
Affairs, Food and Environment 
Richard Lochhead MSP on 
Thursday to discuss the impact 
of the recently sanctioned MPA 
designations, which would limit 
some forms of fishing.

It was agreed not to lay the 
introduction of the Small Isles 
management order of the MPA 
until further discussions were 
held with a view to finding 
agreement on a revised order in 
the coming weeks.

Mr Thompson said: ‘I wel-
come the news that the laying 
of the management order of 
the Small Isles MPA will not be 
going ahead.

‘The economy of the west 
coast is heavily dependent on a 

viable fishing industry and so, 
I support the modest changes 
proposed by MNWFA, which 
will mitigate the economic 
impact of the MPA fishing 
restrictions.

‘It is heartening that the 
government has listened to 
the concerns of the fishermen 
and I look forward to further 
constructive discussions in the 
coming weeks before a revised 
order will be laid.’

Ormsary gets connected 
thanks to Sure Signal

Delay over MPA plans to 
allow further discussion

MIST brings green 
transport to Mull

Brendan O’Hara MP.

Mallaig � shermen are involved 
in discussions over MPAs.

FREE events teaching island drivers about the benefits of 
electric vehicles and fuel efficiency begin this month, led by 
the Mull and Iona Community Trust’s Sustainable Transport 
project (MIST).

‘MIST is a community initiative aiming to improve the quality 
of island life by supporting environmentally friendly travel and 
transport options for all on Mull and Iona,’ MIST project officer 
Terry Hegarty explained. ‘We are committed to reducing island 
road transport emissions associated with climate change.

‘MIST is keen to work with drivers, passengers, community 
transport groups, island businesses and others to develop low 
carbon approaches to travel and transport on Mull and Iona for 
islanders and visitors alike.’

At An Roth in Craignure, on Tuesday February 16 at 10am, 
and on Wednesday 17 February at 7.30pm, John Lilly will lead 
a planned programme for electric vehicle owners, prospective 
owners, mechanics, businesses, representatives of community 
transport schemes, and anyone else interested to learn more.

Emergency services will also be trained on how to deal with 
electric vehicles in a traffic accident, followed by open question 
and answer sessions. More technical workshop sessions are 
scheduled at the Bayview Garage, Craignure, and at Kennedy’s 
Garage, Salen – for more details, please contact Terry Hegarty 
at thegarty@mict.co.uk.

For drivers of fossil-fueled cars wishing to cut costs and CO2 
emissions, there will be free fuel-efficiency training from March 
2 to 4. Applications from high mileage island drivers are espe-
cially welcome. 

There are only 24 spaces available for this one-to-one tutoring, 
scheduled in eight 50-minute sessions on each of the three days: 
in Craignure on Wednesday March 2, in Tobermory on Thurs-
day March 3, and in Fionnphort on Friday March 4. To book, 
contact Mr Hegarty on 01681 700600.

Before the project concludes in March, MIST will explore the 
feasibility of an electric vehicle car sharing club for the islands.

Anyone interested in test driving or borrowing the community 
-owned electric vehicles, or in financial incentives from the 
government to buy their own should contact MIST. 

MIST has also established Facebook pages for ‘Mull and Iona 
Lift Sharing’ and ‘Mull and Iona Electric Transport’.

For more information contact MIST on 01680 812900 or email 
Terry Hegarty: thegarty@mict.co.uk
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Lorn mother backs Yazidi 
woman’s plea to politicians

A CAMPAIGNER from North 
Lorn has taken her concerns 
about women living under the 
Isis regime to Westminster.

Fiona Bennett, HR manager at 
The Oban Times, was in London 
on Tuesday to introduce a young 
Yazidi woman to politicians and 
to potentially meet with Prime 
Minister David Cameron.

Nadia Murad Basee Taha was 
among more than 5,000 Yazidi 
women taken captive when Isis 
swept through villages in north-
ern Iraq. 

She spoke about her horrific 
experiences at the hands of Isis 
fighters, who bought and sold 
her, and women and children 
like her, as ‘sabia’ – slaves. 

Speaking at Westminster 
about the need for money to 
help women in refugee camps, 
the 21-year-old described the 
persecution the Yazidi people 
faced under Isis and described 
the torture and rape she suffered 
at the hands of Daesh militants 
who held her for three months.

Ms Bennett has been instru-

mental in setting up meetings for 
Ms Murad Basee Taha at both 
Westminster and Holyrood. 

She said: ‘I wanted to raise 
awareness and funds, but my 
main objective at the time was to 
make people aware of what was 
happening to this tiny minority 
of people. Genocide.’ 

Ms Bennett has already raised 
more than £5,000 for the US 
charity Yazda, which sends aid 
to refugees in Iraq, through the 

gofundme.com website. The 
money raised is to be used to 
provide medical care, sanitary 
products and psychological help 
for the victims of sexual violence. 

One of the meetings was host-
ed by Brendan O’Hara MP. 

He said: ‘Last night I hosted 
an event in parliament at which 
one of the bravest and most 
remarkable people I have ever 
met addressed a group of MPs 
and Peers. 

‘Nadia Murad Basee Taha 
is a Yazidi woman who was 
kidnapped by Daesh in 2014 
when they attacked her village, 
murdering more than 300 men 
and boys and taking the young 
women as sex slaves to Mosul.

‘Nadia suffered terribly while 
a Daesh slave but after several 
months, she somehow managed 
to escape. 

‘Rather than refusing to talk 
about her ordeal, Nadia has 
made it her mission to tell the 
world what happened to her and 
what is still happening to thou-
sands of Yazidi women in Mosul 

and other Daesh strongholds. 
Nadia has spoken to the United 
Nations Security Council, US 
Secretary of State John Kerry 
and last week the Norwegian 
parliament. She has also been 
nominated and seconded for this 
year’s Nobel Peace Prize.

‘Finally, a huge thanks to Fiona 
Bennett of Oban who first alert-
ed me to Nadia’s story. 

‘Shortly before Christmas she 
contacted me as her MP to see 
what, if anything, we could do 
together. Within days we were 
in touch with Nadia and quickly 
after that we invited her to 
Westminster. We helped sort 
out a visa and with the help of 
the All Party Parliamentary 
Groups on Religious Freedom 
and Genocide Prevention and 
with the support of Change.org 
we organised last night’s very 
successful meeting.

‘For me, that is a wonderful 
example of people using their 
MP to make a real and signifi-
cant change and I thank Fiona 
for giving me the opportunity to 
help Nadia and the Yazidi wom-
en still currently held captive by 
Daesh.’

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

ARGYLL and Bute Council’s 
proposals to cut costs have 
been rejected as ‘thoughtless, 
ill-judged and punitive’ by 
Tiree Community Council.

Convenor Dr John Holliday 
declared the island’s commu-
nity councillors had ‘difficulty 
responding in any positive 
manner’ to Argyll and Bute 
Council’s consultation paper 
Service Choices, ‘given both 
the style and overall presump-
tion within the consultation 
toward low level service and 
job cuts’.

The local authority expects 
its Scottish Government fund-
ing to reduce significantly 
over the next five years and 
has imposed a target to save 
£9 million in both 2016/17 
and 2017/18, with further 
future savings, to bridge a 
funding gap between £21.7 
and £26 million. Its online 
consultation, which closed on 
December 31, set out its ideas 
on how money can be saved.

But rejecting all its propos-
als, Dr Holliday urged the 
council ‘to urgently consider 
taking a more fundamental 
look at the way [it] conducts 
its business, with far greater 
emphasis and thought 
around strategic vision, and 
the longer-term future of 
the council area than these 
thoughtless, ill-judged and 
punitive proposals suggested 
to us’. 

Furthermore, Dr Holliday 
claimed Tiree Community 
Council was not invited to at-
tend the council’s workshops, 
adding: ‘The proposals...ap-
pear to be entirely officer-led 
and do not reflect any serious 
input from elected members.’

He asked councillors to 
find a ‘more thoughtful and 
innovative’ alternative to 
the ‘ill-conceived Service 
Choices scenario’, advocating 
the ‘sound advice’ within the 
Accounts Commission Best 
Value Audit 2015. 

‘Rather than proposals for 
piecemeal and highly damag-
ing low level cuts,’ he argued, 
‘the council should seriously 
consider ways in which it can 
move away from an existing, 
and highly expensive central-
ised service, to a far more 
devolved range of services, 
where the council genuinely 
and proactively engages with 
communities to establish 
where, and how, services can 
be more efficiently provided.

‘Tiree continues to experi-
ence significant population 
decline,’ he concluded, ‘with 
a resultant decrease of eco-
nomically active residents and 
a growing propensity towards 
second home ownership and 
an increasingly ageing pop-
ulation. Despite investment 
in high speed broadband, 
and vastly improved ferry/air 
links, none of the proposals 
contained within the ‘Service 
Choices’ consultation recog-
nise or take any advantage of 
these infrastructure invest-
ments.’

A report on the consultation 
findings is due to be read to-
day (February 11) at a council 
budget meeting.

Tiree 
council 
slams 
cuts as 
‘ill-judged’

A TEXAS tennis ranch has spoken out 
in support of a campaign to upgrade 
the tennis courts at Atlantis Leisure in 
Oban.

Newcombe Tennis Ranch has a close 
connection with the town and every 
year representatives come and play 
in West Highland Tennis Week - a 
tournament held at the Oban courts.

Oban man Gregor Brydon moved 
to the states and joined the coaching 
team in Texas.

Newcombe head coach Chris Jacques 
said: ‘Newcombe Tennis Ranch has a 
rich tradition of more than 15 years 
of bringing American representative 
teams to the West Highland Tennis 
tournament. 

‘We are always treated so well and 
the kids get a great opportunity to play 
in Scotland’s finest tournament. 

‘One of the Newcombe pros this year 
is a home-grown Oban original. 

‘We love the connection and our 
tour of Great Britain would not be the 
same without Oban.

‘We fully support the Oban and 

Atlantis Leisure Centre development.’ 
Neil Matheson, chairman of Atlantis 
Leisure, said: ‘We are still trying to 
raise funds. We are getting closer to 
our target, but it’s still a challenge.

‘We are grateful for the support we 
have received from both organisations 
and individuals.

‘People are still enthusiastic and 
we’re determined to make it work.

‘Gregor Brydon worked with us in 
Atlantis Leisure, so he is integrated 
into the set-up.

‘It’s a really good link between At-
lantis and Newcombe and it’s a link we 
hope to build on over time.’

Gregor Brydon joined the Newcombe 
team after becoming an ambassador 
to the Texas squad.

He joined them in training sessions 
and on sightseeing tours before 
Newcombe head coach Chris Jacques 
suggested that he go to the ranch and 
join the coaching squad.

Head coach Chris Jacques, left, coach Esther Delgado and Gregor Brydon from Oban. 

DAVID McPHEE
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

Texas tennis school shows its support for 
Oban’s bid to revamp courts at Atlantis

Brendan O’Hara MP with Nadia 
Murad Basee Taha in Westmin-
ster this week, left, and above, 

Fiona Bennett with Ms Taha.

Iraqi woman tells MPs of her three-month ordeal at the hand of Daesh militants

Police apologise 
for error

Broadband issues 
continue across UK

THE HEAD gardener at the National 
Trust for Scotland’s Arduaine Gardens 
near Craobh Haven retires this month 
after 24 years’ service, writes Sandy Neil.

Former civil servant Maurice Wilkins, 
67, first dreamed of gardening from his 
tax office in the Inland Revenue.

He told The Oban Times: ‘I remember 
looking out the window seeing a man 
cutting the grass and thinking I’d rather 
do that than be sitting here.’

In 1971, while working in London at 
Hampton Court’s woodland garden, Mr 
Wilkins met his wife Sheila, from Glas-
gow, and moved to Scotland, where he 
got a job as a gardener at The Palace of 
Holyroodhouse. He studied at Elmwood 
rural college in Cupar, Fife, absorbing 
more horticulture than younger stu-
dents. He recalled: ‘I spent my lunches 
in the library – they spent their lunches 
in the pub.’

Mr Wilkins’s enthusiasm paid off 
when he was appointed head gardener 
at Ross Priory by Loch Lomond, where 
he stayed for 16 years, and wrote a mag-
azine gardening column, which funded 
his first plant-hunting trip to Nepal in 
1990, closely followed by another in 1994 
– to the world’s third highest mountain 
Kangchenjunja.

When the head gardener position  
came up at Arduaine Gardens in 1991, 
after brothers Edmund and Harry 
Wright gifted it to the National Trust 
for Scotland, Mr Wilkins jumped at the 
job – and got it, moving his wife and 
two daughters Emily and Amy to a new 
house there. Mr Wilkins’s first task was 
to map and extend the plant collection 
and build up visitor numbers. 

‘By the mid-1990s we got up to 24,000 
[visitors] a year,’ he said, ‘but then it 
started to go down very gradually; by 
2009 we had just 12,500. The national 
trust decided to mothball 11 of its prop-

erties – and Arduaine was one, which 
was pretty shocking. They gave us a year 
to increase income and reduce expendi-
ture, which we did, and the garden was 
declared safe. We’re now up to 15,500, 
which seems to be stabilising.’

He said the national trust was again 
going through a regular exercise to be 
more financially stable, adding: ‘We’ve 
got to make and save more money, and 
increase visitors, but that’s on-going. I 
think the gardens are secure. Gardens 
are places people come back to: they 
change by the day.’

Arduaine Gardens, insulated by the 
sea against extreme temperatures, 
specialises in tender rhododendrons 
from afar as Yunnan in China, North 
Vietnam and Upper Burma. 

Mr Wilkins said: ‘These are warm, 

temperate places, but the plants are very 
successful here.’

And he offered a word of advice for his 
successor: ‘Gardening at Arduaine is not 
a job – it’s your life. I’m too old and it was 
getting harder. My job is also changing. 
The trust can’t justify employing both a 
head gardener and a property manager, 
so they’re a combined position. Some-
times you get bogged down in admin, but 
that’s common.

‘The house we’ve bought in Oban 
doesn’t have much of a garden. I’m going 
to enjoy concentrating on a small area. I 
don’t want to give up growing plants, but 
I’ll be looking for people to take them. 

‘I’ll not give up links with Arduaine 
and will do anything to help without 
standing on anyone’s toes, but I certainly 
don’t plan to weed in the rain.’

Arduaine Gardens stalwart set to 
kick off muddy boots and retire

Watch this white 
space, says council

Maurice Wilkins with Jean Ainsley of Arduaine Gardens’ support group.

IN A police � le in The Oban 
Times, January 28, we pub-
lished an article stating  a 
man had been charged with 
careless driving following an 
incident on a CalMac ferry on 
Saturday January 23.

The information we re-
ceived from Police Scotland 
was incorrect. The man was 
never charged with the 
o� ence and Police Scotland 
apologise for any upset this 
may have caused. 

COUNCIL watchers will be aware 
that plans for the White Building on 
Oban’s North Pier have so far come 
to nothing in spite of at least three 
public consultations and more than 
three years of waiting for the project 
to start.

But the end is in sight, claims Argyll 
and Bute Council, as new plans have 
been drawn up and the multi-million 
pound project for a town centre ‘per-
formance space’ will be in the hands 
of councillors within months.

An Argyll and Bute Council 
spokesman told The Oban Times: 
‘Following a legal challenge in Janu-
ary 2015 to the approved design for 
a new North Pier Maritime Visitor 
Facility the project was halted to 
allow for discussions between the 
council and the objector. 

‘The challenge covered a range of 
issues but was primarily on the basis 
that the canopy in the original design 
restricted the objector’s access to his 
business. 

‘Discussions led to a provisional 

agreement in September 2015, 
although the objector sadly passed 
away the following day. 

‘The council is currently preparing 
plans which it believes are in keeping 
with the spirit of the provisional 
agreement. 

‘These plans will include a range of 
options, containing similar facilities 
to the original design and scale, and 
will be presented to members of 
the Oban, Lorn and the Isles Area 
Committee for consideration in 
April 2016. 

‘The members will then select 
their preferred design and officers 
will proceed on that basis, seeking 
planning permission and amending 
the existing business case to reflect 
the new design. 

 ‘Subject to the necessary statutory 
and members’ approvals, and the 
conclusion of the legal matter, it is 
anticipated that construction on the 
new building will begin in the New 
Year of 2017, with it opening to the 
public in summer 2017.’ 

BROADBAND issues are 
continuing to blight local com-
munities, and if people don’t 
complain the issues will remain 
unresolved, says MSP Michael 
Russell.

Last week’s cross-party 
report from 120 MPs reveals 
that in spite of £1.7 billon of 
taxpayers’ cash pumped into 
the construction of UK high-
speed broadband, there are 
still 5.7 million people across 
Britain who cannot access the 
internet at the Ofcom bench-
mark speed of 10 Megabits 
per second. From a total of 650 
UK constituencies, Argyll and 
Bute and the Western Isles are 
bottom for average download 
speed. Michael Russell MSP 
said: ‘The present Highlands 
and Islands broadband project 
is now starting to deliver for Ar-
gyll and Bute with much better 
services available.’ 

Oban Times newsdesk 01631 568000
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Eye to eye
with John Wallace

I have just returned from 
my French ski holiday. 
There were no clouds 
seen all week with bril-
liant sunshine from dawn 
to dusk. After my last 
two ski holidays being in 
constant snowfalls this 
was extremely pleasant. 
However, for one member 
of our party it was not 
so pleasant. He forgot to 
wear his ski goggles one 
morning and ended up 
in excruciating pain with 
snow blindness unable to 
ski for two days.

Snow blindness hap-
pens when intense 
ultraviolet light refl ected 
from the snow penetrates 
the cornea and causes 
massive infl ammation of 
the nerve endings present 
in the cornea. The human 
cornea is one of the most 
highly innervated parts of 
the body so is very sensi-
tive to trauma of any sort. 
Luckily for my friend the 
pain went after 48 hours 
and he was able to ski 
for the remainder of his 
holiday. 

While short term expo-
sure to excessive UV can 
cause extreme pain to the 
eye or sunburn to our skin 
long term exposure can 
cause permanent dam-
age to the eye. Cataracts, 
retinal damage and a 
variety of tumours of the 
eye have all been linked 
to prolonged exposure to 
sunlight and UV damage. 
In Argyll we are all at risk 
of UV damage to the eye. 
That might seem strange 
when we have endured 
constant rain since last 
summer.  When we do see 
sunshine it is refl ected off 
the sea and mountains. 
There seems to be a ma-
cho culture in Scotland it 
not cool to wear sunglass-
es. With us all living longer 
it is important we need to 
do everything to protect 
our vision. We only have 
one pair of eyes and they 
cannot be replaced. Ask 
your optometrist how you 
can protect your eyes from 
harmful UV light when you 
next have an eye exami-
nation.

Sunlight …Good and Bad

John Wallace BSc (Hons), FCOptom, DipCLP

Wallace Optometrists
The West Highland Orthokeratology Clinic

11/12 Argyll Square, Oban

Tel: 0845 230 3937 (EYES)
www.wallaceoptometrists.co.uk

St Conan leads the Way 
from Dalmally to Iona
A NEW pilgrims’ way has been 
created in Argyll, taking walkers 
from Craig Lodge in Dalmally to 
Iona Abbey.

St Conan’s Pilgrim Way was 
created to celebrate Craig 
Lodge’s 25th anniversary; St 
Conan was part of the monastic 
tradition established by St 
Columba on Iona and in the 
Dalmally area. 

St Conan is regarded as Dal-
mally’s saint, so there was no 
other name for the route which 
goes part of the way along the 
ancient pilgrim route of Glen 
Lonan.

The path takes pilgrims across 
the Ross of Mull via a choice of 
two paths; the road or a more 
challenging coastal path via 
Lochbuie, Carsaig and Scoor. 
Both meet at Fionnphort to 
make the final sea crossing to 
Iona and on to the abbey.

Calum MacFarlane-Barrow, 
family members and friends 
from the Craig Lodge Family 
House of Prayer have devised 
and tested the route and a guide 
to the way can be downloaded 
from the Craig Lodge website.

‘There is an incredible resur-
gence in pilgrims’ ways across 
Europe,’ said Mr MacFar-
lane-Barrow. ‘There are three 
new ones in Germany, and in 
Sweden and other places.

‘So many people have got so 
far away from God and started 
to question everything.’

Mr MacFarlane-Barrow be-
lieves a pilgrimage is a good way 
to reconnect with God: ‘Walking 
is the prayer of the body and with 
prayer itself, combining the two 
together brings a great peace; it’s 
an extraordinary thing,’ he said.

The way goes from the gates of 
Craig Lodge, to Castles Farm, 
over to Loch Etive via Glen Noe 
and across the bridge at Inver-
awe to Taynuilt. On this first day, 
it reaches its highest altitude. 
The second day takes pilgrims 
to Oban, via Glen Lonan.

Throughout the walk there is 
stunning scenery and historic 

locations. Castles Farm is almost 
certainly the site of a monastery 
founded by St Conan and the 
hill behind, Beinn Eunaich 
translates as St Adamnan, who 
was St Columba’s biographer; 
in Glen Lonan there is evidence 
of historic crosses marking the 
way. From Oban and the MV 
Isle of Mull, the pilgrim travels 

from Craignure to Fionnphort. 
The road takes 37 miles and the 
coastal route 43.

‘This can take as long as you 
like,’ said Mr MacFarlane-Bar-
row. ‘Some very fit walkers have 
completed it in two days; but if 
you want, you can do five miles 
a day.’

The coastal route is for expe-
rienced walkers only, who will 
have to plan sections of the 
walk with a tide timetable. Their 
reward is some spectacular scen-
ery seascapes and geology.

The one problem is the scarcity 
of accommodation in places on 
Mull.

‘A back-up car could be the 
answer but campers will have 
no problems,’ said Mr MacFar-
lane-Barrow.

The hope is that, just like the 
world-famous Camino de Santi-
ago, Way of St James, across the 
north of Spain, St Conan’s Way 
will eventually be waymarked.

And just as the Camino has its 
cockle shell emblem, St Conan’s 
Way will have its own sign for 
pilgrims to hang from their 
packs.

‘We were thinking perhaps 
a small Celtic cross,’ said Mr 
MacFarlane-Barrow.

For more information, 
visit www.craiglodge.org/walk-
ing-pilgrimage-route-to-iona/

CALUM and his wife Mary Anne 
MacFarlane-Barrow ran their 
home as a guest house until 
they took a pilgrimage them-
selves in 1984 to Medjugorie; 
where there were reports of 
the Virgin Mary appearing to 
six teenagers. Their children 
had visited before them and 
inspired their parents to go.

Their experiences further 
inspired them to turn the guest 
house into a retreat centre, cre-
ating the Craig Lodge Family 
House of Prayer.

Through this beginning, the 
Craig Lodge Community has 
grown; some members live at 
Craig Lodge and commit to 
one year; permanent members 
live independently in their own 
homes near by.

The charity Mary’s Meals  
has its roots from when sons 
Magnus and Fergus collected 
aid locally and delivered it 
to people su� ering during 
the Balkans con� ict; it has its 
headquarters in the grounds of 
Craig Lodge.

Craig Lodge is a designated 
Mass Centre for the parish of 
the Visitation in the Diocese of 
Argyll and the Isles.

Divine inspiration
behind retreat

Appin man on 
drugs charge

Proceeds of 
Crime seizure

Fixed � ne for 
rowdy behaviour

Disturbance 
allegation

Food and drinks cash

Calum MacFarlane-Barrow says St Conan’s Pilgrim Way will bring walkers ‘great peace’. 

OWING to the continued 
generosity of supporters from 
across the globe, Mary’s Meals 
is now feeding 1,101,206 chil-
dren in some of the world’s 
poorest communities every 
day they attend school. 

The Dalmally-based charity 
provides daily school meals to 
chronically hungry children 
on four continents. 

Serving the food in a place 
of education encourages 
children to attend and learn, 
giving them the chance to 
break free from the poverty in 
the future.

The charity has also con-
firmed that its global average 
cost to feed a child for a whole 
school year will remain at just 
£12.20 throughout 2016. 

Magnus MacFarlane-Bar-
row, CEO and founder of 
Mary’s Meals, said: ‘The dif-
ference that a nutritious meal 
served in a place of education 
makes to a hungry child is 
remarkable. 

‘In all of the countries where 
we work, I have seen first-
hand the transformation that 
can take place when a child is 
given the opportunity to learn 
with a full stomach.’

MORE THAN £4 million was 
handed out across Argyll and 
Bute last year by the National 
Lottery. 

Almost 60 grants were 
awarded throughout the area

The MacDougall of 
Dunollie Preservation Trust  
received £61,200 for a ‘Telling 
the Castle’ story project.

Two grants were awarded 
to Oban Communities Trust;  
£8,200 to fund the initial re-
furbishment of four huts and 
a garden area, and £8,000 to 
support a ‘Memories Matter – 
time to share our stories’ pro-
ject at The Rockfield Centre.

The National Lottery 
Awards allow projects which 
have received grants to be 
recognised across seven 
categories – sport, heritage, 
arts, environment, health, ed-
ucation and voluntary/charity.

For more information on 
this year’s awards, call 0207 
293 3599 before March 9.

A SIMPLE solution has been 
found to resolve problems at 
the Rest and Be Thankful on 
the A83, claims a gardener from 
Islay.

Hydroseed, ‘as any gardener 
knows’, holds water to resolve 
issues with large areas of water-
logged soil and could be the solu-
tion for landslips at the problem 
hillside.

Douglas Tott, of Bruichladdich, 
says that he has seen a similar 
situation in his village because 
of development work at the 
world-famous distillery.

He explained: ‘I may have a 
simple permanent solution to the 
current ongoing problems at the 
A83 Rest and Be Thankful.

‘I live in Bruichladdich and 
thanks to the construction 
work for the new Bruichladdich 
Distillery warehouses half a mile 
behind our house, every time it 
rains topsoil is washed down the 
burn beside our house and into 
Lochindaal.

‘A fortnight past Thursday I 
went to see the site agent and he 
put measures in place to try to 
solve the problem. 

‘However, it was unsuccessful. 
This afternoon I went back to see 
him and I took him to the burn to 
see the muddy water for himself.

‘The site agent told me that they 
would hydroseed the soil which 
would involve spraying grass 
seed in water on to the new ex-
posed top soil which should stop 
the muddy water flowing down 
the burn into Lochindaal.

He said he had obtained details 
of hydroseeding, which could be 
used to help prevent erosion and 
establish turf, to pass on to the 
authorities.

‘I suggest that the hillside at 
the Rest and Be Thankful be 

hydroseeded and hopefully by 
next winter there will be no more 
landslides closing the A83 at the 
Rest and Be Thankful.’

Mr Tott said: ‘If you are a 
gardener you will know that 
grassroots become very matted 
through a relatively short period 
of time.

‘If I can put forward a solution 
then surely the engineers at 
Transport Scotland can at least 
try hydroseeding which can be 
applied at any time of the year 
and at any height of the ‘Arroch-
er Alps’.

He continued: ‘Civil servants 
and the SNP Government seem 
to be good at talking but hope-
less at taking action. 

‘In my opinion native woodland 
and shrub planting is a non-start-
er because trees and shrubs can 
grow up to a certain height in 
Scotland which is well below 
the summit of the mountains 
overlooking the A83 at the Rest 
and Be Thankful.’

He suggested that Transport 
Scotland should look at a hy-
droseeding trial on the slopes 

above the Rest and Be Thankful 
to see if it would be a successful 
solution.

He added: ‘The problems at 
the Rest started after the very 
wet summer of 2004. There 
were similar problems at Glen 
Ogle in 2004 when several cars 
were swept away as a result of 
a landslide, which was featured 
on a BBC TV programme 999 
Rescue. 

‘To date, after extensive 
engineering works, there have 
been no further problems at the 
A85 in Glen Ogle.

‘As a result of today’s heavy 
rain, part of Lochindaal op-
posite my house is now brown 
thanks to the topsoil from the 
new Bruichladdich warehouses 
construction site flowing down 
the burn into Lochindaal.’

He said it could take time to 
take effect but hew ould be keep-
ing an eye on it.

Scottish roads minister Derek 
Mackay MSP said he would be 
looking at every possible solution 
to find an answer to the problems 
at the Rest and Be Thankful. 

COUNCILLOR George Free-
man has resigned from Argyll 
and Bute Council’s administra-
tion. 

Mr Freeman, Independent 
councillor for the Lomond 
North Ward, explained to 
members he was having ‘great 
difficulty in attending’, mainly 
due to clashes with other coun-
cil meetings.

But he also voiced frustration 
at having ‘very little input 
to the budget process’, and 
receiving ‘very little feedback 
from other members’ on issues 
that he raised. 

Operating outside the po-
litical group system, he said, 
would free him to raise his 
constituents’ many concerns 
about the council’s proposed 
cost-cutting budget.

Mary’s 
Meals 
feeding 
over 1M 
children

Three Oban 
projects win 
with Lottery

Could grass solve 
problem at Rest?

Councillor 
resigns to 
free up time

Volunteers from 
Oban’s Hope 

Kitchen  braved the 
miserable weather 
on Saturday to take 
part in the charity’s 
annual sleepout for 

the homeless. 
The sleepout raised 
£365.74, with every 
penny raised going 
directly to support 
the people who use 
the centre’s  service, 

whether they are 
homeless, sleeping 
rough, vulnerable 

or living in poverty. 
The women were 

kept going thanks 
to hot soup and 

support from the 
town.

The recent bad weather has seen major distruptions on the A83 at 
the Rest and Be Thankful. 06_c04restlights01

POLICE FILES
with Sgt Alan Moore

AN APPIN man was arrested 
by police in Oban after he was 
alleged to be in possession of 
a dealer’s quantity of cocaine, 
a Class A drug.

The 20-year-old was 
stopped in High Street, Oban 
shortly before 2am on Febru-
ary 5.

A report has been sent to 
the Procurator Fiscal.

MONEY was seized from a 
32-year-old Dunbeg man 
under the Proceeds of Crime 
Act on February 5.

Some £1,800 in cash was 
taken from the man.

A report has been made to 
the Procurator Fiscal.

A MAN was arrested after be-
having in a disorderly manner 
in the Glencruitten area of 
Oban in the early hours of 
February 6.

The 22-year-old man was 
placed in custody, before 
being issued with a � xed � ne. 

A 22-YEAR-OLD man was 
arrested on Albany Street in 
Oban for allegedly causing 
a disturbance at 10pm on 
February 2.

A report has been made to 
the Procurator Piscal.

Sergeant Moore and his 
colleagues can be contacted on 
Twitter @obanpol, by calling 
101 or at Oban Police Station. 

NEW funding will allow 
food and drinks companies 
to upgrade facilities and is 
expected to draw increased 
investment. 

The Scottish Government 
funding is for £10million 
and is expected to generate 
a further £52m in investment 
announced by food secretary 
Richard Lochhead MSP. 

Mr Lochhead said: ‘Scot-
land’s iconic food and drink 
sector is already the toast of 
the Scottish economy, with 
phenomenal growth and 
turnover now exceeding £14 
billion. This huge success has 
been fuelled by the global ap-

petite for our iconic products, 
such as haggis and whisky – 
and the unwavering support of 
the Scottish Government and 
all our agencies.

‘This £10million over three 
years is expected to generate 
additional investment of 
almost £52million into our 
food and drink sector and 
builds on the achievements of 
our last funding programme. 
It supported more than 170 
projects between 2007 and 
2013, with our £47million in-
vestment levering in £114mil-
lion of private sector funding 
and safeguarding or creating 
about 8,500 jobs.’
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Yvonne’s plea from India
Fiancée reveals Billy’s despair  – ‘I feel like we’ve been left to rot... I just want to go home’

A PRISONER claims he has been 
left to rot while the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office (FCO) 
do nothing to help him and his 
colleagues.

In a heart-rending message to 
his fiancée, Billy Irving, from 
Connel, who was sentenced to five 
years in jail last month, says his 
recent incarceration in an Indian 
jail will allow the authorities to 
forget that he and his UK ship-
mates are there.

Mr Irving was jailed on firearms 
charges in southern India last 
month following a two-year legal 
battle with the Indian authorities.

He had been working on an 
American anti-piracy vessel when 
it strayed into Indian waters in 

October 2013. Yvonne McHugh, 
who is in India, but has so far 
been unable to secure visiting 
rights to see Billy, is asking people 
to support her call to free the six 
ex-soldiers from the jail.

Ms McHugh, who is the mother 
of Billy’s son William, said: ‘A 
letter from the prison is our only 
form of communication with the 
men. With the letters being so 
few and far between, each one is 
precious to us, and brings with it a 
whole mixed bag of emotions.

‘On reading my most recent 
letter, I was filled with a mixed 
bag of emotions. Joy at seeing 
the handwriting I recognise so 
well. Sadness, that I can’t reach 
out to give him a hug and tell him 
everything will be okay. Love, 
knowing that despite everything 
that is happening, we both have 

each other. And pride, for how 
proud I am of not only Billy, 
but all the men who have been 
through nearly three years of 
emotional torture yet have still 
kept their dignity. 

‘But one sentence [in the letter] 
had a bigger impact than all the 
others on me. Billy wrote: “I feel 
like we’ve been left to rot in here, 
I just want to come home”.’

Ms McHugh continued: ‘We 
need the UK government to do 
more. They say they can’t inter-
vene in another country’s judicial 
process, but have done so in the 
past. They can’t allow these brave 
innocent veterans to feel like they 
have been abandoned and do not 
have their own country fighting 
their corner.

‘The men in prison know how 
much love, support and backing 

they have from friends, family, 
and everyone who has signed this 
petition. They now need to know 
they are being supported by their 
country’s leader. 

‘Please sign the petition at 
Change.org to pass on your 
support, and urge the British 
Government to do more. 

‘If you feel like you would like to 
donate to our fund you can do so at 
www.justgiving.com/freesgo6.’

Argyll and Bute MP Brendan 
O’Hara said: ‘On Monday morn-
ing I have tabled a question to 
the FCO asking what discussion 
they have had and are having with 
their counterparts in India about 
the situation that Billy and the five 
other UK nationals currently find 
themselves in. 

‘I have also asked the FCO what 
contact and discussions they have 

had with the American owners 
[AdvanFort] of the ship, the HV 
Seaman Guard Ohio on which 
Billy and the others were serv-
ing. I know the appeals against 
conviction have gone in and I will 
continue to call for the FCO to 
use whatever influence they have.’

An FCO spokeswoman said: 
‘Our staff in India and the UK 
have been in close contact with all 
six men since their arrest and are 
continuing to support them and 
their families, making sure their 
welfare is protected in prison.

‘We recognise what a difficult 
time this is for those involved. The 
men have now submitted bail and 
appeal applications. We cannot 
interfere in another country’s 
judicial process but continue to 
press for this case to be taken 
forward as quickly as possible.’

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

A night of magic and fun for young Harry Potter fans

THE WORLD of Hogwarts 
came to Oban last Friday, as 
a bookshop hosted a Harry 
Potter-themed night.

Waterstones revamped 
their store, recreating iconic 
themes from the Harry Potter 
franchise as part of the annual 

Harry Potter Book Night. The 
first event took place in 2015 
with more than 10,500 groups 
worldwide taking part.

Children dressed up as their 
favourite characters, solved 
riddles and hunted for treasure.

Anna Mockfield, a mum from 

Mull, said: ‘I found out about 
it last week. I came all the way 
over as these things don’t hap-
pen very often, so you’ve got to 
make the most of it. 

‘It’s just brilliant and it sup-
ports the local bookshop.’

Iain Dench, who works in Wa-

terstones, said: ‘All individual 
stores were encouraged to do it 
[organise a Harry Potter night]. 
It’s good fun and a good laugh.

‘You have to get into the spirit 
of it and get out what you put in. 
We have a lot of kids in having a 
great time.’

Sarah Hancock, above right, 
came up with the majority of 
the ideas. She said: ‘I made 
everything. It took me about a 
week. I did it at home and Spot 
Light Theatre Group gave me 
a lot of props. I’m just glad the 
treasure hunt is a success.’

Above left: Iain Dench, 
left, and Ewan Soutar with 
Aoibheann Clark, 9,  and Oliver 
Clark, 6. 15_t07harrypotter01.

Centre: Eva, 9, and Oscar, 5, 
from Mull, have their wands at 
the ready. 15_t07harrypotter02.

Sarah Hancock. 15_t07harrypotter03.

Community 
payback for 
assault teen

Oban man 
who made 
false claims 
to undergo 
counselling  

AN 18-YEAR-OLD Oban 
man who admitted assaulting 
a member of his family must 
complete a 12-month com-
munity pay back order.

Previously Kyle McNeil 
had appeared before Oban 
Sheriff Court when he ad-
mitted  the assault to injury 
which happened at an Oban 
address on October 30 last 
year.

He also admitted threaten-
ing and abusive behaviour. 

Last week McNeil was made 
subject to the order for 12 
months and must complete 
100 hours of unpaid work in 
the community during that 
time.

‘You are going to have to 
take responsibility for your-
self and your own actions,’ 
said Sheriff Ruth Anderson 
QC.

AN OBAN man must carry 
out unpaid work and undergo 
counselling for his drink prob-
lem, Oban Sheriff court heard 
last week.

Luigi Aldo Lopez, 47, of flat 
2-2, 14 Soroba Road, Oban, 
had previously admitted strik-
ing himself on the body with a 
knife and falsely claiming to 
police he had been assaulted 
and stabbed in the stomach. 

He also admitted assaulting 
his partner by seizing her and 
pushing her from the property 
on September 8 last year. 

Sentencing had been 
deferred for a report to be 
prepared into what alcohol 
treatment was available and 
suitable for Lopez, and his 
suitability to carry out unpaid 
work in the community. 

Last week, after reading the 
report, Sheriff Ruth Anderson 
QC placed Lopez on a com-
munity payback order; he must 
carry out 100 hours’ unpaid 
work in the community within 
six months and be supervised 
for 12 months. He must also 
undergo counselling for his 
alcohol problems.

After an argument with his 
then girlfriend, now wife, 
Lopez had seized her and 
thrown her and her belongings 
from their flat then went into 
the kitchen, found a knife and 
stabbed himself. 

Paramedics called to the 
scene were suspicious as they 
could see Lopez had other 
self-harm injuries.

When police interviewed 
Lopez, he admitted that he 
had made up the account of 
being stabbed and apologised.

Oban Times 
newsdesk 

01631 
568000
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THE NUMBER of people using Islay airport soared in 
2015, with passenger figures up by almost seven per cent.

Barra, Benbecula and Tiree also recorded an increase 
in the number of people using their services.

Scotland’s regional airport group HIAL recorded 
its busiest ever year in 2015, gaining more than 45,000 
additional passengers. 

Latest figures show that 1,451,793 travellers passed 
through HIAL’s 11 airports in 2015, an increase of 3.2 
per cent on the previous year.

TAYNUILT Primary School is hoping to resurrect its 
netball club, after successfully receiving a grant to cover 
the cost of painting the court lines.

The school is currently obtaining quotes for the work 
to be done on the netball court, which is situated in the 
playground.

The children are also very keen to have an after-school 
football club set up. 

Anyone who would like to get involved, should make it 
known to the school.

THANKS to several heavy 
snow falls bringing traffic 
on Morvern’s roads to a near 
stand-still and a spell of 
unwanted ‘Stag’s Revenge’, 
I have not been as physically 
active as usual. 

To while away the time 
I have been delving into a 
collection of papers given to 
me on loan by Lady Palmer, 
widow of the late General, 
Sir Patrick Palmer, KCVO, 
KBE (1933-1999), Colonel of 
the 1st Battalion, the Argyll 
& Sutherland Highlanders, 
Commander-in-Chief, Allied 
Forces in Northern Europe 
and latterly Constable and 
Governor of Windsor Castle. 

Sir Patrick’s great 
grandparents were the Rev 
Norman Macleod (1783-1862) 
of Fiunary better known as 
‘Caraid nan Gaidheal’ and 
Agnes, daughter of James 
Maxwell, the Duke of Argyll’s 
chamberlain for Mull and 
Morvern from 1787 until 1820 
- hence my interest.

Amongst these papers are a 
number of letters from Niall, 
10th Duke of Argyll (1872-
1949) about family and estate 
business and, topically, the 
severity of winter. 

One, dated February 10 
1940, penned from Inveraray 
Castle in the Duke’s miniscule 
hand, shows weather 
conditions then to be just as 
bad as those of today. 

It reads,  ‘I gather snow fell 
on Iona. I heard of a foot 
in Jura at sea level which 
is very rare. Here we never 
had but eight inches with 34 
degrees of frost and often 32 
degrees, but the ‘Rest’ [Rest 
and be Thankful] in Glen 
Croe, was wholly blocked 
by vast drifts, 15 feet deep, 
for a fortnight and was only 
opened last Monday. Kintyre 
was much worse than we were 
and the loss of sheep are 
very heavy on the hill farms, 
certainly over 5,000 dead. 
We, for days, had no letters 
or papers till they began 
coming through Glenfalloch 
and the Breadalbane country 
because the Highland Line 
was all blocked. Thirty-foot of 
snow at Glendouglas, south of 

Arrochar and five engines got 
buried in it.’

In the collection there are a 
number of other interesting 
documents ranging from 
early Macleod records to 
second sight, Benmore, a 
lodge on Mull owned by the 
Campbells and a programme 
detailing the ceremonial to 
be observed at the marriage 
of HRH the Princess Louise, 
fourth daughter of Queen 
Victoria and Prince Albert, 
to John Douglas, Marquis of 
Lorne, in St George’s Chapel, 
Windsor on March 21, 1871.

John, who eventually 
became the 9th Duke of 
Argyll, had no children and 
the title passed to his nephew 
Niall.  Niall, his father Lord 
Archibald, and a kinsman, 
John Frances Campbell 
of Islay, were renowned 
scholars and antiquarians and 
diligently gathered a huge 
amount of oral tradition and 
written material relating to 
Argyll and the ducal estates.

All of this is still housed and 
maintained at Inveraray by 
the present Duke and is one 
of the best family archives in 
Great Britain.

Duke Niall and his sister 
Lady Elspeth were interested 
in the supernatural, especially 
the strange warnings which 
occurred when a chief or 

anyone closely related to them 
was dying. 

These manifested 
themselves in the sound of 
harp music, said to have been 
played by a young Irish harper 
who was hanged at Inveraray 

by Montrose’s men when they 
came up the glen in pursuit of 
the great Marquess of Argyll 
in 1685, French horns, the 
appearance of a ghostly galley 
on Loch Fyne coming to take 
the soul of the deceased to Tir 
nan Og, and a flock of ravens 
which come down from the 
glens and hover above the 
castle.

True to tradition some of 
these occurred when Duke 
Niall died on August 20 1949.

His sister had predeceased 
him but a second cousin, Lady 
Meade Fetherstonhaugh, 
who was also interested in 
the occult, left a fascinating 
account which is in the 
Palmer collection. It is too 
long to include in full but here 
is a shortened version: 

‘.....I sat with Niall alone 
and thought of all the family 
gone ahead of us, I thought 
of them all in life, and all of 
their characters one by one. 
I thought strange dreaming 
thoughts of Mac Calein Mor 
[the chief’s ancient Gaelic 
title which means ‘Colin the 

Great’]. Niall was drowsing 
deeply. About four I saw a 
change coming, and he was 
receding far away from us.

‘The castle is listening and 
still, in the Green Library 
all Niall’s papers and books 
lie waiting for that intimate 
touch, there is an atmosphere 
so vibrant in these rooms. I 
don’t remember when, but I 
found Deirdre’s Farewell and 
played it on [Lady] Elspeth’s 
gramophone; Niall and I 
played it so often. Various 
changes had come, and Niall’s 
pulse had begun to fluctuate. 

‘When Mr Page [Andrew 
Page, the Duke’s chamberlain] 
came I asked him to get in 
touch immediately with the 
lawyers. It is most unlikely 
that Niall would wish to 
be buried anywhere but at 
Kilmun, but we all know so 
little. I asked him to make 
preliminary arrangements 
and find the keys of Kilmun. 

‘I asked him to get in touch 
with the undertakers, with 
the Colonel of the Argyll & 
Sutherland Highlanders, for 
pipers and bearers and to 
make provision for members 
of the family coming to 
the Castle and much else. 
[The reference is to the 
Campbell Mausoleum built 
in the 1790s adjoining Kilmun 
Parish Church on the Cowal 
Peninsula, to house the 
remains of the Dukes and 
Earls of Argyll who had been 
buried on the site since 1442. 
Lady Elspeth and her brother 
were so close that when 
he died it was maintained 
locally that he was secretly 
buried alongside her at 
nearby Kilmalieu and not 
in the family mausoleum at 
Kilmun].

‘After lunch we [Angus 
Campbell of Dunstaffnage, 
a close friend and one of the 
Duke’s trustees] sat together 
in the Saloon for a little time, 
and we were aware of footsteps 
in the Green Library, and 
then the unmistakable sounds 
of someone turning over 
the papers on Niall’s table. I 
think we both knew what it 
was and together we went into 
the Green Library, which was 

empty, and a further search in 
the turret discovered no one. 

‘That afternoon, unknown 
to us, Mrs Campbell came 
to the Green Library and 
entirely cleared Niall’s table, 
tidying the writing table, so 
that when we came later into 
the room we understood why 
the Harper had been heard. 

‘Then in the midnight hour 
of Friday August, 19th-20th, 
we heard and saw strange and 
wonderful things. Angus was 
standing by the head of Niall’s 
bed near the door, and I was 
kneeling beside Niall on the 
other side nearest the fire. 

‘Suddenly there was a chorus 
of owls, there sounded many 
of them, not far from the 
windows, we looked at each 
other, and I asked Angus to 
look at his watch, and he said 
it was 12.45 (summer-time). 
Then came the music and we 
all heard it. We heard French 
Horns. 

‘The first was a deep sound 
which rose to a higher sound, 
and clear as a bell the last 
Horn sounded, it seemed to 
me a clear triumphant music, 
but between the sounds of 
the French Horns, we heard 
harp strings swept in chords, 
beautiful, and unearthly 
music. Niall loved French 
Horns, and would play them 
to us, and often the music of 
the French Hunting Calls, he 
would regale us with them on 
the piano. This is the first time 
I had heard the Harper, and 
the sweep of the harp-strings 
I shall never forget. The owls 
made this curious hooting 
again, and then all was quiet.

‘The night was very still and 
warm. I drew up the wide 
window. There were no stars, 
there was no moonlight, there 
was no light on Loch Fyne 
or on the Cowal hills; all was 
obscured by shadow, but along 
the top of the Cowal hills lay 
a long shaped dark cloud and 
from behind the cloud came 
a curious light, which Angus 
said was like the light of the 
Borealis; but what was most 
strange was the top branches 
of the highest tree near 
the Aray Bridge which was 
faintly lighted up, and then I 
saw what I recognised as the 
Watch Lights, which moved in 
spherical shapes and were of 
different colours. I watched 
them intently, and there was 
no mistake. But it was such 
an unusual sight that I could 

not believe what I saw, and 
I was glad to hear a motor 
approaching from Glen 
Shira to Inveraray as the 
headlights would probably 
dispel an allusion. 

‘As the car continued 
on its way the headlights 
showed clearly as they 
passed along the road, but 
the Watch Lights continued 
to show light and movement 
up above and to illuminate 
the top of the tree. Angus 
came to the window and saw 
the lights, and then I asked 
Kate [Kate MacRobbie, 
wife of the castle gardener 
and the Duke’s nurse] and 
later I asked the Canon 
[Canon Collett, Rector of 
the Church of All Saints, 
Inveraray] if they saw 
anything and they all saw 
the lights.

‘The Canon talked with 
a quiet conviction of the 
‘strangeness’ of what we 
all saw. As it grew light 
that morning on Saturday 
August 20, there was a 
lovely serenade of robins 
singing in the garden below 
the window.

‘The nurse came on duty 
after six hours’ sleep, and 
it was after four that I went 
to my room, but could not 
sleep, and at eight Kate 
came to tell me there 
was no change in Niall’s 
condition. But when I got 
to Niall’s room, I found 
Angus beside him saying 
that Niall had returned to 
the consciousness and knew 
them. It was wonderfully 
true; and when I came to his 
side his eyes had meaning 
in them, though he could 
not speak. It must have 
been about one o’clock that 
a change came, and Angus 
and I were with him when he 
died peacefully at 1.27.

‘I wrote a message asking 
the Dr to come and the 
information given to Mr 
Page and the Canon; and 
then I walked in the garden 
among Niall’s favourite 
trees; the birds sang and 
showed themselves without 
fear. It was a day of great 
beauty, and presently the 
great bell of Niall’s church 
tolled  and the sound of it 
I shall never forget; or the 
sunshine.’

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.

com

Lord Archibald Campbell.

Arms of the Duke of Argyll showing the galleys that appear 
when the chief and his family are dying.

WITH the start of Mòd nan Eilean Siar 2016 just eight 
months away, the local organising committee is actively 
raising funds before the week-long event kicks-off on 
October 14.

A number of events are being held over the coming 
weeks and months, starting with a hamper raffle. 

Tickets for the hamper are £1 per strip and will be 
sold in the foyer area of the Western Isles Hospital until  
Friday February 12. 

The winner will receive a wonderful hamper which has 
been kindly donated by local businesses.

PEOPLE who live in the Western Isles are the happiest in 
Britain, according to a study published by the Office for 
National Statistics (ONS).

The study asked 300,000 people across the UK how 
happy they were on a scale of one to 10 over a three-year 
period.

With one being the lowest and ten being the happiest, 
the Western Isles answered on average with 8.08.

Orkney was named the second happiest place in the 
UK, followed by the Highlands in third place.

A MEETING of Muckairn Church Guild was held in the 
church on February 1. 

Stella Huntingford led prayers and Marlene Stanners 
read from Philippians chapter 4. Guest speaker Fiona 
Marks then gave a talk on the guild project named ‘Let’s 
stick together’. This charitable group works with new 
parents to help them strengthen their relationship and 
to keep their family united. Group members are local 
volunteers trained by ‘Care For the Family’. 

They give short informal talks at various early years 
gatherings including ante-natal, post-natal and toddler 
groups. These services are free with the guild’s support.

The sessions focus on three principles: to stop bad 
habits; to introduce good habits and to keep the father 
involved with the family. These have been found to make 
a happy relationship, strengthening family life. Bereave-
ment support is also given.

Fiona Marks also accompanied the hymns: ‘Jesus calls 
us here to meet him’ and ‘What a Friend we have in Jesus’ 
on the piano. Ivy Smart expressed thanks and apprecia-
tion. 

Muckairn Guild will hold a coffee morning in the vil-
lage hall on Saturday May 7 to raise funds for ‘Let’s Stick 
Together’. A world day of prayer service will be held in 
Muckairn Church on Friday March 4 at 7.30pm; everyone 
is welcome.

PUPILS at Kinlochleven primary hosted a Burns supper 
in the school hall for older members of the community.

After the haggis ’n’ neeps supper, the pupils entertained 
their guests with a few Burns recitals followed with some 
energetic Scottish dancing by pupils and guests.

A CREATIVE Staffin 
Primary School pupil 
has had his poster 
design included in a 
national calendar pro-
moting healthy eating 
and food safety.

Declan Malloy, a 
primary six pupil at 
the Skye school, was 
picked from more than 
5,000 entries from 200 
primary schools across 
Scotland.  

The annual compe-
tition invites primary 
school children to 
design a poster about 
food allergies, food 
safety or healthy eat-
ing.  One overall win-
ner and 11 runners-up 
are selected, with 
the top 12 pictures 
featuring in a Food 
Standards Scotland 
calendar.

ISLANDERS are been encouraged to have their say on 
the future development of the Outer Hebrides. 

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar is consulting on a main 
issues report (MIR) as part of the preparation for a new 
local development plan (LDP), which will guide develop-
ment and land use in the Outer Hebrides over the next 
10-20 years. 

 The MIR, comment forms and associated documents 
(including a strategic environmental assessment – envi-
ronmental report) are available to view online at www.
cne-siar.gov.uk/planningservice/devplanconsultations.
asp or during opening times at the following deposit lo-
cations: all main comhairle offices at Stornoway, Tarbert, 
Balivanich, Castlebay; libraries at Stornoway, Shawbost 
School, Sir E Scott School, Sgoil Lionacleit, Sgoil Dhal-
abroig, Castlebay School; community locations at Spors 
Nis, Uig Community Shop, Taigh Chearsabhagh, and 
Claddach Kirkibost Centre. 

Completed forms should be emailed to localdevplan@
cne-siar.gov.uk or posted to Development Department, 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar, Sandwick Road, Stornoway, 
Isle of Lewis, HS1 2BW by 5pm on Friday  February 26.

For further information contact the development plan 
and marine planning team on 01870 604990 or 01851 
822690 or email localdevplan@cne-siar.gov.uk

MORE than 90 people 
enjoyed music and haggis at 
St Bride’s primary’s Burns 
supper.

Jim Sutherland, rector 
of Lochaber High School, 
presented the winners of the 
St Bride’s Primary Burns 
Quaich competition with the 
quaich and prizes donated by 
Lochaber Burns Club.  

Competition was fierce with 
every North Ballachulish 
P4-7 pupil entering through 
poetry, song, instruments, 
projects, art and craft.  

Magaidh Ward, P6, shared 
joint first prize for her unac-
companied singing of Burns 
songs along with fellow pupil 
Morgan Lawrence, P7, who 
presented his project on 
the life of Burns and some 
intricate craft work. 

Second prize went to Mya 
Clark, P7, on fiddle and 
Campbell Mackintosh, P6, 
won third prize for his poetry 
recitation. 

A collection of £254.77 was 
raised in the course of the 
evening for the Syrian Chil-
dren’s Winter Emergency 
Fund.

Taynuilt

Western Isles

Islay

Kinlochleven

Outer Hebrides

Katherine Goodwin, head of marketing and communications at Food Standards 
Scotland, presented Declan with a prize and a framed copy of his poster.

Jim Sutherland, rector of Lochaber High School, presented 
joint � rst prize winners Magaidh Ward, P6, and Morgan 

Lawrence, P7, with their awards.

Sta�  n

St Bride’s Burns supper 
hits all the right notes 

A MID Argyll teenager shared Christmas gifts with 
African orphans thanks to friends at home.

Rebecca Foster, of Achnamara, travelled to Blantyre, 
Malawi, in August 2015 to volunteer at Yamikani Or-
phanage as part of a placement with Coll  Project Trust.

When her mum and dad, Alka and Martin, visited 
the 17-year-old shortly before Christmas they realised 
Rebecca was  working with children who were without 
parents or family. On their return to Achnamara, Alka 
and Martin enlisted the help of Rebecca’s friends to 
raise cash for gifts, so the orphans could celebrate the 
joy of Christmas.

Rebecca’s friend Susan Doe said: ‘During the day Re-
becca teaches English to children aged between two and 
16 years old. In the evening they eat meals with everyone 
alongside local women who also work at the orphanage. 

‘Rebecca also teaches adults, aged 16-30, computer 
skills in the city of Blantyre.’

Rebecca has been a member of Daltote Equestrian 
Centre for 12 years, and has been riding horses for most 
of her life. 

She called on the support of friend and fellow member 
Susan and the rest of the club to raise money to give the 
African youngsters a Christmas to remember.

A donation of £300 was sent to Malawi, which Rebecca 
then used to buy a special Christmas dinner and rent a 
water slide for one day.

 Rebecca’s friends at the horse-riding club also sent 
over their own presents for the children at the orphanage 
including t-shirts, underwear and toys and other gifts for 
them to open on the day.

PROTESTERS packing 
a meeting forced council-
lors to recommend cuts 
to Campbeltown Nursery 
Centre (CNC) be removed 
from budget proposals.

Parents, carers and 
children led by Heather 
McPherson from Mead-
ows Under Fives heckled 
councillors arriving for 
the recent Mid Argyll, 
Kintyre and the Islands 
Area committee meeting 
in Campbeltown.

They pleaded for a re-
prieve from £22,000 pro-
posed cuts. These would 
force CNC to only open 
in term times and threaten 
the viability of Meadows 
Under Fives to provide 
essential holiday care for 
children with additional 
support needs.

A motion, proposed by 
Councillor Donald Kelly, 
that the area committee 
agree to remove the 
cuts propsoal relating to 
Campbeltown Nursery be 
removed was passed by 
five votes to three.

Chairman Rory Colville, 
seconded by Donnie 
MacMillan,  proposed an 
amendment to the motion 
to alter it by asking where 
an alternative saving 
might come from.

Campbeltown

Mid Argyll
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A BRIDGE should be built 
to replace the Corran ferry, 
residents and a councillor have 
said.

The views were expressed fol-
lowing a decision to increase 
the fares for the crossing by 
two per cent.

It’s the fourth hike in less 
than two years as Highland 
council, operators of the ferry 

THIEVES stole a set of extend-
ing aluminium ladders from 
the Free Church in Kilmallie 
Road, Caol.

The theft took place between 
9pm on February 3 and 8am 
the following day.

Anyone with information 
should contact police on 101.

AN EMPTY house in Glen Etive 
has been broken into and 
damaged.

The incident took place be-
tween 3pm on Friday February 
5 and 10.30am the following 
morning.

Meanwhile, a window of a 
house in Blar Mhor Road, Caol, 
was smashed at around 1.10am 
on Sunday February 7.

Break-in leaves 
house damaged

Fence work closes 
single lane of A82

Ladders snatched 
from Free Church 

Fare price hike prompts call for 
bridge to replace ferry crossing 
CAREN MCPATE
fort@obantimes.co.uk

connecting the Ardnamurchan 
peninsula to mainland Loch-
aber, try to balance the books.

The council’s capital pro-
gramme contains an allowance 
of £8 million for a replacement 
boat in 2022/23.

However, Fort William and 
Ardnamurchan councillor Bri-
an Murphy believes the money 
could be better spent.

He said: ‘There has been a 
long-held aspiration in Ardna-
murchan for a bridge. I think it 

deserves a more detailed and 
complete report.

‘We need to look at the whole 
life cost of a bridge as against 
ferries and replacement ferries 
in the next 80 to 100 years. 

‘It cost £2.9m in 2001 and 
will be £8m in 2022/23, and I 
think it could be £10m. 

‘I think we need to look very 
seriously at a bridge. That to 
me is the way forward for the 
Corran ferry. Get rid of it and 
build a bridge.’

Pedestrians, cyclists and 
disabled drivers receive a free 
service on the ferry.

The fare increase means a 
single journey will rise from £8 
to £8.16 from April 1. A book 
of 30 tickets is also currently 
available for £71.

Campaign group Free Cross-
ing for Corran (FC Corran) 
has fought against fare rises 
and has appealed to the local 
authority to look at other ways 
to balance the books, resulting 

in a meeting in May last year. 
Tony Boyd, chairman of FC 
Corran, said: ‘We’ve not happy 
about the fare increase, but it 
didn’t come as a massive shock.

‘There needs to be a bridge. 
People have to make the cross-
ing to go about their business. 

‘A fixed link would open up 
the area and make it far more 
enterprising.

‘We need to keep the pres-
sure on our local members as 
this is not going away.’

A report before Highland 
Council’s community services 
committee said: ‘Further work 
is required to assess the whole 
life costs of a new fixed cross-
ing against a replacement ferry 
vessel and the council will work 
with HITRANS to secure 
funding for a more detailed 
study into future options. 

‘Further work on the intro-
duction of more flexible fares 
and ticketing hardware will 
also be carried out.’

Fort groups recognised for war memorial work

WORK to erect a 600m fence 
along the A82 trunk road at 
Primrose Bay, a mile north of 
Alt Sigh, begins on Monday 
February 15 until late March. 

A single lane will be closed 
Monday to Friday, with tra�  c 
lights removed at the end of 
each working day. 

Forest Enterprise Scot-
land’s A82 Project apolo-
gises for this and further 
disruption, when it begins 
felling mature trees on the 
hillside above the fence later 
this year.

New restaurant at 
Inverlochy Castle

THE HARD work of 
community groups to prepare 
the Fort William war memorial 
for the Legion Scotland 
Best Kept War Memorial 
competition 2015 has been 
recognised.

The town’s memorial was 
judged as being the best in its 
category within the Highlands 
and Islands region.

To mark the achievement 
of Highland Council’s Fort 
William community works 

team, Fort William Town Team 
and the local branch of Legion 
Scotland, a ceremony was held 
this week. Certificates were 
presented by Danny Munro, 
president of the local branch, 
to each of the groups involved. 

Prior to the presentation, 
Kevin Lane, branch chairman 
said: ‘We were fortunate to 
have the full backing of the 
council in championing the 
preparation of the memorial. 
The community works team 

provided the manpower and 
the expertise to prepare the 
fabric of the memorial and Fort 
William Town Team played 
a pivotal role in completely 
remodelling the flower bed 
adjacent to it.’

The groups were presented with certi� cates to thank them for their hard work on Fort William’s war memorial.

Lochaber 
job fears 
in meeting 
spotlight

TOP CHEFS Albert Roux, his 
son Michel Roux Junior and 
Michel’s daughter Emily are 
to open a new restaurant at 
Inverlochy Castle near Fort 
William later this month.

THE SCOTTISH Govern-
ment called a meeting in Lo-
chaber on Tuesday following 
news of potential job cuts in 
the area.

Minister for business, energy 
and tourism Fergus Ewing 
MSP met with the Highland 
Council leader, chief executive, 
senior officers, local coun-
cillors and representatives of 
the local business community 
and Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise.

Rio Tinto Alcan, which em-
ploys 170 people, is carrying 
out a review of its assets in 
Lochaber and Marine Harvest 
Scotland, which has plants in 
Fort William and Mallaig, is 
cutting 100 jobs.  

Council leader Margaret 
Davidson said: ‘The meeting 
was positive, with good en-
gagement across partners and 
the community.’ 

Director of development and 
infrastructure Stuart Black add-
ed: ‘Highland Council is keen to 
hear local concerns regarding 
employment and to further 
support the Lochaber economy.’ 

www.facebook.com/obantimes

TIMESLINE
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HENRY POWELL (known 
as Harry), a seaweed scientist, 
community stalwart and cam-
paigner, was born and brought 
up in Abergavenny, Wales and 
studied at The University of 
Wales, Aberystwyth during the 
Second World War.  

In 1946 he was awarded a first-
class Honours degree in Botany 
and worked for two years at the 
University of Bangor before 
joining the Scottish Marine 
Biological Association (SMBA) 
in Millport, Isle of Cumbrae, in 
the Firth of Clyde in 1948, an in-
stitution where he was to remain 
for the rest of his career. SMBA 
would later become known as 
the Scottish Association for 
Marine Science (SAMS).

It was at Millport that he met 
his future wife Grace, who 
was there as an undergraduate 
studying on a field course. They 
married in 1956 and later their 
two children, Anne and David, 
were born there. 

During Harry’s early career 
he worked on barnacles, but his 
main interest was in seaweeds 
and, in particular, their ecology 
on rocky shores. 

He carried out seaweed surveys 
all around the Scottish coast, 
publishing several significant pa-
pers, including two in the highly 
prestigious journal Nature, and 
conducted important studies 
on Fucus species (wracks). He 
was the founding secretary of 
the British Phycological Society 
in 1952 and was also a founder 
member of the Institute of Biol-
ogy.

In 1967 the SMBA relocated to 
Oban and Harry was a member 
of the small group who came 
to oversee the building of the 
laboratory at Dunstaffnage. 

His family moved to their new 
home in Connel that year, but 
Harry also negotiated with the 
council housing department to 
allocate a number of new homes 
in Dunbeg to ease the resettle-
ment of the remaining staff from 
Millport. 

Harry, Grace, Anne and David 
bought a house in Grosvenor 
Crescent, Connel. They named 
it ‘Cumbrae’ to remind them of 
the very happy days they had 
spent in Millport.

Harry soon became heavily 
involved in village life. He was 

a founder member of Connel 
Community Council and enthu-
siastically supported the work of 
the Association of Community 
Councils in Argyll and Bute. 

During that period he was also 
a union rep, chairman of the 
SMBA IPCS union branch, and 
was active in the SMBA social 
club and management of the 
canteen. 

An important piece of work led 
by Harry in the late 1970s was 
the ‘Survey of the Littoral Zone 
of the Coast of Great Britain’ for 
the Nature Conservancy Coun-
cil, involving a large team of 
scientists carrying out fieldwork.

Following retirement in 1989 
Harry was a driving force as 
chairman of the Lorn branch 
of the Scottish Wildlife Trust 
Support Group for many years 
and was chairman of Connel 
Community Council. 

Harry’s scientific training and 
career had made him an ex-
tremely precise, inquisitive, and 
determined individual, a master 
of detail in everything he did.

Harry’s meticulous hand writ-
ten minutes and voluminous cor-
respondence from his years as 
secretary of Connel Community 
Council remain a vital library of 
information recording almost 
every aspect of the village for the 
last 30 years. 

It is fair to say that without 
Harry Powell there probably 
would be no modern village 
hall in Connel. Harry worked 
tirelessly to secure funding to 
build a first-class venue for a 
wide variety of users. 

He was rightly proud of what 
had been achieved and he 
continued to serve on the hall 
committee and to take a real 
interest in its affairs right up 
until his death. 

Harry was also a hard working 
committee member of the local 
branch of the Scottish Wildlife 
Trust. The annual fundraising 
day at Achnacloich, near Connel, 
was a great favourite and was al-
ways financially very successful 
for the trust. His other lifelong 
interest was in the Liberal party, 
where he was a committed vol-
unteer and campaigner. 

Aside from his community 
work, his main love was for his 
family: his late wife Grace, his 
children, Anne and David, and 
his grand-children, Jenny, James 
and Maxwell.

On his death in Lorn and Is-
lands Hospital, Oban, at the age 
of 90, he left behind a wonderful 
legacy to his family, to marine bi-
ology and to the village he loved.

A memorial service will be held 
at 7.30pm on Thursday, February 
18 in St Oran’s Church, Connel.

Obituary – Henry T Powell BSc, MSc 
2nd May 1925 – 2nd January 2016

Harry Powell, Oban s cientist and community activist.

Following the death last week 
of Simon Fraser, Jim Hunter 
refl ects on this Lewis lawyer’s 
huge contribution to the cause of 
community ownership.

FRIDAY March 15, 2002 was 
cold and damp in Gigha, with a 
gusty wind shoving squalls of icy 
rain across the island. Nothing 
of this, however, dulled the en-
thusiasm of islanders and others 
who, that day, witnessed a cer-
emony not seen in Scotland for 
several centuries – one intended 
to give symbolic significance to 
the moment when ownership of 
Gigha was acquired, not by an-
other of the absentee landlords 
who had so long presided over 
island affairs, but by islanders 
themselves.

What that ceremony consisted 
of was explained a year later 
by its restorer, Simon Fraser, 
when,  on a hillside above Loch 
Seaforth, another crowd braved 
similarly rough weather to be 
on hand when the 55,000-acre 
North Harris Estate was for-
mally taken over by its residents.

‘From time immemorial,’ 
Simon said on that occasion, 
‘it was the custom and the law 
of Scotland that, when a new 
owner was given possession of 
land...stone and earth of that 
land would be handed to the 
new owner. This ceremony 
was known as giving sasine. 
Through time... the ceremony of 
sasine was abolished. However, 
it was revived in Gigha last year 
and we are now going to bring it 
back to the Western Isles.’

Turning to North Harris’s 
David Cameron, as he had done 
to Gigha’s Willie McSporran 
12 months earlier, Simon gave 
David a piece of rock, a lump of 
turf. ‘I hereby deliver into your 
hands,’ he said, ‘stone and earth 
of this land, and in so doing give 
unto the North Harris Trust true 
and lawful sasine of these whole 
lands of North Harris, from the 
low tide of the sea to the highest 
mountain tops, ab caelo usque 
ad centrum, to be held on behalf 
of the people of North Harris in 
all time coming.’

In those words, and in the 
actions accompanying them, 
there is much of Simon Fraser. 
There is a profound sense of 
history. There is recognition of 

the epoch-making importance 
of the sort of community owner-
ship Simon did so much to bring 
about in North Harris, Gigha 
and many more places. There 
is reverence for the forms of 
Scots Law and an appreciation 
of the way that law – so often an 
instrument of oppression and 
exploitation – can be a means 
of securing justice, liberation, 
progress.

 As was recognised across the 
Highlands and islands, Simon 
Fraser’s death last week de-
prived the cause of land reform, 
and the cause of community 
ownership in particular, of one 
of its greatest champions. That 
helps account for the strength of 
feeling evident in tributes post-
ed on land trust websites and 
on social media more generally. 
But to speak with people in any 
one of the widely separated 
localities affected by Simon’s 
passing is at once to become 
aware that folk feel they have 
lost more than a valued adviser 
and confidant. They have lost a 
warmly regarded friend.

Recalling a man to whom 
he became very close, former 
Highland Council leader Mi-
chael Foxley describes Simon as 
a family man who, with his wife 
Ann, raised four children, Alas-
dair, Simon, Cara and Anna, of 
whom their father, Michael says, 
was ‘immensely proud’. Michael 
talks too of times spent with 
Simon at his home at Callanish 
in Lewis and at Molinginis in 
North Harris – a place that, 
as everybody who knew him 
knows, Simon spoke of with the 
deepest of affection. 

‘Simon rebuilt a ruined croft 

house at Molinginis,’ Michael 
says. ‘There he took his children, 
his nephews, nieces and friends, 
including me and my sons. It’s 
a magical spot. No phones, no 
emails – just the hissing of a 
Tilley lamp and the crackling of 
a wood-burning stove. A place 
to walk, fish, catch lobsters – 
and put the world to rights while 
looking out over the Shiants.’

Like John Watt who, when 
heading HIE’s Community 
Land Unit, worked closely with 
Simon Fraser in Gigha and else-
where, Michael Foxley insists 
on Simon’s key contribution to 
making community ownership 
the now widespread reality it has 
become. ‘No matter how much 
support  community ownership 
had on the ground,’ Michael 
says, ‘no matter how much back-
ing we got from politicians, the 
public, the media, we’d never 
have succeeded without some-
one who was always on top of 
the legalities and never less than 
two moves ahead of the other 
side in any negotiation. That 
someone was Simon Fraser.’

Simon’s involvement with com-
munity ownership began in 1989 
when the then Conservative 
government offered to transfer 
ownership of its crofting estates 
on Skye and Raasay to crofting 
communities on those estates. 
Simon, already a well-estab-
lished lawyer with Anderson 
Macarthur, Stornoway, was a 
member of the team commis-
sioned by the Scottish Crofters 
Union (SCU) and the Highlands 
and Islands Development Board 
to look into possibilities arising 
from the government offer – his 
remit being to devise the means 
by which crofters might best 
manage the land they lived on.

In the event, the government’s 
Raasay and Skye tenants re-
jected community ownership, 
and the documentation setting 
out how such ownership might 
take shape was accordingly 
filed away in Simon’s Stornoway 
office. But it was brought out 
again in June 1992 when Simon 
got a call from Achmelvich 
crofter Bill Ritchie. At a meet-
ing called by the SCU’s Assynt 
branch, Ritchie explained, it 
had been agreed that crofters 
on the North Lochinver Estate, 
then just advertised for sale by 

its Swedish owners, should try to 
buy the property. Would Simon 
act for them? Yes, he would.

There followed a six-month 
saga during which the newly 
formed Assynt Crofters Trust 
confronted obstacle after ob-
stacle while, amid nationwide 
publicity, doing something 
crofters had never done before 
– bidding, in the open market, 
for the sort of estate where 
faraway landlord had previously 
succeeded faraway landlord 
without it occurring to anyone 
that affected residents should 
have any say in who owned the 
land around them.

 ‘Simon was critical to what we 
were about,’ Bill Ritchie recalls. 
‘Night after night he folded that 
big frame of his into a bunk 
bed made for one of our boys. 
Day after day he got on quietly, 
confidently, reassuringly with 
what were immensely complex 
and difficult negotiations. What 
I remember most is the sheer 
presence of the man. Soft-spo-
ken, gentle in his manner. But 
never wavering in his belief that 
it could be done or in his com-
mitment to making it happen.’

From the eventual victory of 
the Assynt Crofters Trust, there 
followed the continuing series 
of other successes that have 
taken more than 500,000 acres 
into community ownership.

Of these, perhaps, none meant 
more to Simon Fraser than 
what was accomplished in Eigg, 
where the island’s absentee 
proprietors had long been at 
loggerheads with islanders and 
where Simon – whose role in 
winning the community owner-
ship secured in 1997 was every 
bit as crucial as in Assynt – will 
always be remembered with 
great fondness by Maggie Fyffe 
and her Isle of Eigg Heritage 
Trust colleagues.

‘Simon had so much leader-
ship ability,’ says John Hutch-
ison, the Eigg Trust’s recently 
retired chairman. ‘He made 
everyone involved feel we were 
engaged in something truly 
transformational. I remember 
him saying on the day Eigg’s 
ownership passed to its people: 
“The purchase of this island by 
the community is one in the eye 
for everything mean-spirited or 
self-serving”.’

Tribute – Simon Fraser: lawyer and land reformer
22nd April 1955 – 26th January 2016

Simon Fraser.

THE SERVICE of a brave Lewis 
man, who led a Russian Convoy 
during World War II, has finally 
been marked with the award 
of the prestigious Arctic Star 
Medal.

The late Captain Murdo Ma-
cleod, originally from Barvas, 
was commodore of a convoy of 
39 ships (PQ18) which left Loch 
Ewe in February 1942. 

As captain of the Empire Snow, 
he was involved in the voyage to 
Russia which, despite relentless 
attack, successfully brought 
supplies to the Allies. 

His proud family had tried in 
vain to secure the medal post-
humously for Captain Macleod, 
who was lost at sea in 1944, but 
were refused as no records were 
identified by the Ministry of 
Defence (MoD).

Na h-Eileanan an Iar MP An-
gus MacNeil wrote to the MoD 
last year and was very pleased 
to receive a letter confirming 
Captain Macleod’s eligibility and 
apologising for previously being 
unable to locate the records.

Mr MacNeil said: ‘It was a 
great honour to help to secure 
this medal for the Macleod 
family which marks the service of 
Captain Murdo Macleod on the 
Arctic Convoys in 1942, for which 
he also received the posthumous 
award of Distinguished Service 
Cross.  

‘He was a dedicated and 
courageous mariner who had a 
long distinguished career in the 
Merchant Navy. The marking of 
his service in the Arctic Convoys 
by the award of this medal means 
a lot to his family and I was de-
lighted to be able to assist them.’

Margaret Macleod from Car-
loway, who is Captain Macleod’s 
niece, received the medal on his 
behalf.  She said: ‘I remember my 
Uncle Murdo very well and words 
cannot express how proud I am 
about receiving this award on his 
behalf.’

Fiona Whiteford, Captain 
Macleod’s grand-niece, who 

contacted Mr MacNeil about 
the family’s quest to receive the 
award said: ‘We are delighted to 
receive this medal on behalf of 
my great uncle Murdo, who was a 
very brave man and we would like 
to thank Angus and his staff for 
all their help with this matter.’

John Macleod, his grand- 
nephew said: ‘My interest in 
Captain MacLeod was sparked 
by a chance meeting with George 
Milne, chairman of the Russian 
Arctic Convoy Museum Project 
in Wester Ross.

‘Captain MacLeod played a 
major role in the passage of PQ18 
from Loch Ewe to Archangel in 
Russia. His ship was at the head 
of the third column of the convoy 
and not only did he and his crew 
have to repel repeated attacks 
from German forces but also 
horrendous weather conditions.’

He added: ‘In a letter to his 
niece, Catherine, dated October 
11 1943, he wrote of his pride at 
the award of the Distinguished 
Service Cross for his part in the 
convoy. He regarded Winston 
Churchill as “the greatest of all 
men” but with typical modesty 
said that everyone concerned 
with PQ18 deserved a medal.

‘Although he went down with 
his ship the SS Fort Buckingham 
on January 20 1944 he is still 
remembered fondly by Deck 
Officer Apprentice Norman Gib-
son. He was one of the 46 crew 
members who survived 16 days 
on a life raft and now aged 90 has 
become a family friend.

‘Although we regret that Cap-
tain MacLeod is not acknowl-
edged at the Stornoway War 
Memorial, he is remembered 
at Tower Hill in London. We 
are also very pleased that the 
Barvas and Brue War Memorial 
Committee will commemorate 
his remarkable achievements by 
inscribing his name on their war 
memorial alongside other WWI 
and WWII casualties.’

Award of Arctic Star marks the 
brave service of Lewis captain
LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

The late Captain Murdo 
Macleod, right, who was 
originally from Barvas.

THE MARKET for rare 
whisky in 2015 significantly 
outperformed many other 
well-established asset classes, 
including wine and gold, ac-
cording to figures published 
today by whisky analyst, 
broker and investment experts 
Rare Whisky 101.

In a record year for the rare 
whisky market, the leading 
index for Scotch whisky, the 
Rare Whisky Apex 1000 
Index closed 2015 up 14 per 
cent.

The total value of rare whis-
ky bottles sold at auction in 
the UK in 2015 hit record lev-
els of £9.56million, exceeding 
2014 (£7.64m) by 25 per cent. 

Over 12 months, 43,458 
bottles of single malt Scotch 
whisky were sold in the UK on 
the open market, an increase 
of 9,460 bottles and a 28 per 
cent increase on 2014. As an 
indication of the speed with 
which this new asset class has 
emerged, 2009 saw just 4,072 
bottles sold throughout the 
entire year. 

For more information or to 
download the full report visit: 
http://www.rarewhisky101.
com/insight-and-intelligence/
rare_whisky_reviews.html 

Special 
whiskies 
out perform 
gold in 
stellar year

ARGYLL and Bute Council’s 
bridge squad has repaired and 
reopened Crossaig Bridge on 
the B842 in Kintyre.

The road was closed on Jan-
uary 28 after it was discovered 
the wall protecting the bridge 
base from water ingress had 
been washed away, making it 
unstable. After five cubic me-
tres of concrete were poured in 
and the protective walls rebuilt, 
the bridge was reopened on 
February 4.

Councillor Ellen Morton, 
policy leader for roads, said: 
‘The team did well to have the 
bridge reinstated and the road 
reopened within a week. We 
thank people for their patience.’

Bridge repaired, 
road reopened
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A KIND-HEARTED dad is 
gearing up to run 120 miles 
in just under 35 hours to raise 
money and awareness for a 
charity close to his heart.

Alistair Macpherson will 
attempt to run non-stop all 
the way from his home town of 
Portree on the Isle of Skye to 
the capital of the Highlands in 
Inverness.

Alistair (know locally as 
Ally K) is no stranger to long 
distance endurance events 
after running around Skye in 
2014 and raised an impressive 
£35,000 for Cancer Research 
UK.

For his latest challenge, the 
37-year-old is running to raise 
cash for Maggie’s Highlands, 
the charity that provides free 
practical, emotional and social 
support to people with cancer 
and their family and friends 
from across the Highlands and 
islands.

Alistair has lost family 
members to cancer and wants 
to support charities fighting 
against the disease.  

He said: ‘After the success of 
Run Skye I wanted to get the 
old team back together. 

‘I was approached by 
Maggie’s Highlands to help it 
to raise funds and awareness 
of the centre in Inverness and 
I said yes pretty much straight 
away.’

Alistair, who is a second 
steward on ferry company 

A £2.9 MILLION develop-
ment is under way to build 
much-needed new homes in 
Fort William.

The Tweeddale site in the 
town centre has lain empty for 
some time and will be trans-
formed into 22 flats for rent by 
Highland Council by January 
next year. 

It’s one of several housing 
projects planned for the town 
and brings the amount invest-
ed in Fort William over the 
last five years to £40m.

Leader of the Lochaber 
Committee Councillor Thom-
as MacLennan said: ‘These 
are tough financial times for 
local government, but when 
you see the list of projects, it 
highlights just how much is 
being invested in our area. 

‘This important investment 
comes at what is a most diffi-
cult time for the region with 
a fragile job market and eco-
nomic uncertainty for many.’

He added: ‘We also recog-

nise that the town pier needs 
investment and we need to 
create opportunities to attract 
more marine tourism which 
will help drive Fort William 
forward.’

Further housing develop-
ments include:
 21 new build flats for 

Lochaber Housing Associa-
tion at Upper Achintore in a 
£2.5m project due to start next 
month.
 £1.2m to build 10 new 

houses for rent by Lochaber 
Housing Association at 
Lochyside, to be completed in 
May this year.
 The demolition of the ex-

isting buildings at the former 
Whisky Shop on High Street 
site to provide 10 flats for 
council rent. The work, which 
is yet to be tendered for, is due 
to start in August 2016.

This year will also see work 
on the new council offices and 
civic hub at the former Fort 
William Secondary School.

RESIDENTS and groups came 
together to have their say on 
improvements and initiatives 
for Claggan.

The Claggan Matters com-
munity consultation brought 
together Voluntary Action 
Lochaber (VAL), The Green-
fingers Community Garden, 
Lochaber Environmental 
Group, Highland Communities 

Credit Union and the Highland 
Council tenant participation 
officer. Improvements to the 
play park and community gar-
den and the possibility of start-
ing a tenants’ association were 
among some of the projects 
discussed. Helen MacGillivray, 
from VAL’s community action 
team, said: ‘The consultation 
enables closer relationships 

between the projects and Clag-
gan. The feedback we got was 
that people are very enthusias-
tic and there is a lot of useful 
information. Each project has 
different things to go away and 
work with.’

Anyone who would still like 
to have a say can go to the VAL 
office, An Drochaid, Claggan, 
or call 01397 706044.

POLICE are encouraging victims of sexual crimes 
to report the incidents.

Last week a Lochaber man was sentenced to 
three years at Fort William Sheriff Court for sex-
ual offences. Detective Inspector Richard Baird, 
senior investigating officer, said: ‘We welcome the 
conviction and sentence of [this man] who took 

advantage of young girls for his own pleasure. He 
has shown no regard or remorse for his actions 
and the impact they had on the victims. I want to 
pay tribute to the victims who assisted us with our 
enquiry, resulting in [him] being apprehended and 
brought to justice.’

He added: ‘We continue to encourage victims 

of sexual crimes to come forward and report to 
us and to have the confidence that we will take it 
seriously and thoroughly investigate.

‘Police Scotland is committed to identifying 
people within our communities who prey on young 
people and we will use all tools and resources 
available to protect them and prevent abuse.’

A special open assembly to 
mark Holocaust Day was held 

by pupils of Lochyside Primary  
School. 

The day recognises the events 
of World War Two and current 

atrocities still taking place.  
In a programme of stories, 

poems and songs and prayers 
researched by the children, 

the whole school, along with 
friends and family, recognised 

the e� ects of these events 
on people across the world 

and remembered them with a 
minute’s silence. 

Photograph: Iain Ferguson, 
The Write Image.

Skye’s Ally K on the run in 
marathon charity challenge

TIMESLINE

CAREN MCPATE
fort@obantimes.co.uk

Relatives urged 
to consider sta�  

Fight for towing 
vessel continues 

Bike owner urged 
to come forward  

Relax and enjoy a 
candlelit swim 

Climbers’ lucky 
escape from peak

Alistair in training for the 120-mile run.

Residents are working together to improve Claggan. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image

Councillor Thomas MacLennan, centre, looks at the new plans 
for Tweeddale with principal housing o�  cer Morag Cameron, 

Robertson project manager Malcolm Sinclair, senior architectural 
technician Iain Robertson, and Robertson’s plant operator Tony 

Pinder. Photogaph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image.

CalMac’s MV Finlaggan, 
isn’t getting complacent 
though, despite having already 
conquered 120 miles worth of 
running. 

He added: ‘This is a 
completely new challenge and 
unlike Run Skye I will have 
to run through two evenings 
which I have never done before. 

‘This adds an extra mental 
challenge but I am confident 
I can draw strength from the 
fact I have a superb support 
team with me with a lot of 
experience.’

The run starts at midnight in 
Portree square on Wednesday 
April 6. Alistair’s route will 
take him over the steep climb 
on the back road into Inverness 
through to Garve where he 
will eventually run through 
Muir of Ord and Dingwall 
before finishing at Maggie’s 
Highlands at 9am on Friday 8.

Asked how he thought 
the event would go Alistair 
responded: ‘Anything can 
happen in running, especially 
when you are on your feet 
for so long. That’s part of the 
challenge and what makes it 
such a great adventure. I have 
the right people with me and 
I will be drawing on my own 
experience to ensure I put in a 
good performance.’

To follow Alistair’s progress, 
visit www.skyetomaggies.
com or  www.facebook.com/
skyetomaggies. Donations 
can be made via the event 
Justgiving page at www.
justgiving.com/skyetomaggies.

Pupils mark  
Holocaust 
Day with 
assembly

Work starts on new £2.9m 
Fort housing development 

Police urge abuse victims to come forward

Residents and group representatives have 
their say on future Claggan improvements

PEOPLE with relatives in Raig-
more Hospital, Inverness, are 
being asked to consider sta�  
when calling wards enquiring 
after patients.

Sta�  are asking that only one 
relative calls in. That person can 
then pass on any information 
to the wider family.

NUTS found during an archaeological dig on Skye 
were from the hunter-gatherer period more than 
8,000 years ago, tests have confirmed.

The hazelnut shells were discovered during the 
five-day excavation by Staffin Bay in September 
2015 when University of the Highlands and Islands 
(UHI) archaeologists investigated a suspected 
Mesolithic structure, in collaboration with the 
Staffin Community Trust (SCT).

Radiocarbon dates have now confirmed the exca-
vated lithics date to the mesolithic period, towards 
the latter half of the 7th millennium BC.

Two fragments of charred hazelnut shell both 
returned dates of circa 6800-6600 BC (calibrated). 
The hazelnuts were recovered from soil samples 
from the lower part of the sequence at the site, 
suggesting human activity may have occurred over a 
long period of time. 

The north Skye archaeological excavation has 
yielded a fragment of worked bone, and several 
thousand flints which could provide a fuller picture 
of Staffin’s hunter-gatherer period. 

Dan Lee, archaeology institute UHI, lifelong 
learning and outreach archaeologist, said: ‘We are 
really pleased to have such convincing mesolithic 
dates from the site. This hints at the huge potential 
for additional excavations in the area and presents 
a great opportunity to understand life in the Staffin 
area during this period.’ 

Tests confi rm shells 
are 8,000 years old

www.facebook.com/obantimes

CLIMBERS had a lucky escape 
after they triggered an ava-
lanche on Staghhorn, Creag 
Meagaidh, Lochaber.

Lochaber Mountain Rescue 
Team members were called to 
the scene where one of the men 
was swept 300 metres over 
crags last Saturday afternoon. 
He was airlifted and taken to 
Belford Hospital in Fort William. 

The lead climber managed 
to climb down to the foot of 
the route and was picked up 
by team members and walked 
out.

COMHAIRLE nan Eilean 
Siar is to continue the case, 
along with colleagues in 
neighbouring councils, for 
an Emergency Towing Vessel  
(ETV) to be based in west 
coast waters.

After the eighth storm of 
the season, Henry, battered 
Scotland recently, the Mari-
time and Coastguard Agency 
invited stakeholders to a 
meeting yesterday (Wednes-
day) to discuss the future of 
ETV provision in the UK. 

A MAN who found a mountain 
bike in hedges in a Fort William 
park wants to reunite it with its 
owner.

Mark McGugan came across 
the bike in September last year 
in the park, near Alma Road, 
and reported it to the police.

However, no-one has come 
forward to claim it. Contact 
Mark on 07949 233137.

ANYONE looking for some-
thing di� erent and relaxing 
to do this Valentine’s Day can 
enjoy an evening candlelit 
swim.

Mallaig and District Swim-
ming Pool is holding the 
swim on Sunday between 
5.30pm-7.30pm.

Anyone wanting to attend 
must be aged over 14. 

Contact the centre on 01687 
462 229.

THE HIGHLAND Council is 
preparing for the implemen-
tation of a Decriminalised 
Parking Enforcement (DPE) 
Scheme this year. 

Remedial works have started, 
including sign and road mark-
ings being replaced across the 
council area. The taking over 
of parking enforcement by the 
council follows the withdrawal 
of the traffic warden service 
by Police Scotland. 

The implementation of DPE 
will aid traffic management 
of Inverness and towns across 
the Highlands, reducing 
congestion and emissions and 
allowing Highland Council to 
target enforcement. 

A new enforcement team 
will include a minimum of 11 
parking enforcement officers 
and two parking attendants, 
providing a seven-day service.

Parking 
enforcement 
switch over 
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Press policy Your letters
WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing ed-
itor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 
123 2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent body 
which deals with complaints from 
the public about the editorial con-
tent of newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 

The editor also reserves 
the right to shorten, to 
amend or to refuse to 
print them. Names and 

postal addresses must be 
supplied, including on 
emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or 
those supplied without a 

contact telephone number 
will not be printed. Please 
write or fax to: Letters 
page, The Oban Times, PO 
Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

2016

Gala Dinner  
& AWARDS
31 March 2016   
Dynamic Earth, Edinburgh

Hosted by
FRED MACAULAY

To buy tickets visit: www.scottishruralawards.org 

• Fizz reception
•  Three-course meal, including a half bottle 

of wine per person
•  Network with inspirational businesses from 

across Scotland

ScottishField
®

Special gathering 
to mark 150 years 
of Mull and Iona 
Association 
IT WILL be a historic night in the 
National Piping Centre on McPhater 
Street this Friday February 12 as the 
Mull and Iona celebrates its 150th 
anniversary. 

The association has pulled out all 
the stops with a fantastic line up to 
mark this special gathering. 

The Mull and Iona Pipers and Mull 
Gaelic Choir will both perform. 
Kirsty Renton will give a few songs, 
as will Mòd Gold Medallist Duncan 
Macdonald. 

A particular highlight of the 
evening, and something I am looking 
forward to, will be the performance, 
for one night and one night only, 
of the star-studded Mull and Iona 
Ceilidh Band - featuring Anda 
Campbell, Duncan Mackechnie, 
Ross Wilson, John Graham and 
Charlie Kirkpatrick. 

The concert will be chaired by 
Sir Lachlan Maclean of Duart and 
Morvern, Bart, Honorary President 
of the Association. 

After the concert, dance music will 
be provided by Gunna Sound. Tick-
ets for this unmissable event, which 
starts at 7.30pm, are available on 
the door or from David Kirkpatrick, 
Iona, Janet Campbell, Tobermory or 
Charlie Kirkpatrick, Glasgow.

Mull and Iona gatherings are 
always extremely enjoyable evenings 
and it looks like the association is go-
ing to celebrate its 150th anniversary 
in style.

Gaelic speaking 
Moderator to    
preach in Glasgow
ST COLUMBA Gaelic Church, 300 
St Vincent Street, will welcome the 
Moderator of the Church of Scotland 
to the pulpit on Sunday February 14 
to preach during a joint Gaelic and 
English service at 11.30am. 

The Right Reverend Dr Angus 
Morrison is the first Gaelic-speaking 
moderator in 40 years so it is very 
appropriate he should preach at St  
Columba during his year as moder-
ator. 

The church hopes to be joined by 
the Gaelic choirs and pupils from the 
Glasgow Gaelic School, as well as the 
whole Highland population of Glas-
gow and beyond - whether Gaelic 

speakers or not. The Gaelic church, 
which was established in 1770, has 
a wonderful history and the visit of 
the moderator is going to be a special 
part of that.

What’s on
Friday February 12: 150th 
annual Mull and Iona Gather-
ing, 7.30pm, National Piping 
Centre, 30-34 McPhater Street.
Sunday February 14: The Moder-
ator of the General Assembly of 
the Church of Scotland, the Right 
Reverend Dr Angus Morrison, 
preaching during a joint Gaelic and 
English service, 11.30am.
Saturday February 20: Glasgow 
Lewis and Harris Association 
Marag Supper, Partick Burgh Hall. 
Friday February 26: Glasgow 
Uist and Barra Association 
Ceilidh Dance, Crawford Hall. 
Friday February 26: Glasgow 
Islay Gaelic Choir annual concert, 
Western Hall, Bearsden, 7.30pm.
Saturday February 27: Glasgow 
Skye Association’s Buntata ’s Sgadan 
evening.
Friday March 4: Glasgow Islay As-
sociation annual gathering concert, 
7.30pm, and dance, 10.30pm, in 
Glasgow University Union.

Pub scene
Islay Inn: Friday February 
12: The Keelies. Saturday 
February 13: The Raggaels.
Wednesday February 17: quiz night.
Park Bar: Friday February 12: 
Nicky McMichan and his band.
Saturday February 13: Robert Rob-
ertson. Sunday February 14: Nicky 
McMichan and his band.

MÀRTAINN Dòmhnallach. Sàr 
Ghàidheal! Sàr fhear-naidheachd is 
fhear-craolaidh, agus sàr charaid. 

Bidh ionndrainn air Màrtainn far 
am bheil luach air aithris naidheachd 
a tha lèirsinneach, pongail, agus a th’ 
air a lìbhrigeadh le faobhar, ach gu 
tric le eirmseachd shocair cuideachd. 
Bidh cuimhne air mar fhear-naid-
heachd diongmhalta, dìcheallach, 
gu h-àraid far an robh e a’ faicinn 
ana-ceartas dhan fheadhainn a bu 
mhiosa dheth. 

Dh’ionnsaich Màrtainn sgilean 
rannsachaidh agus aithris ag obair 
tro mheadhan na Beurla oir cha 
robh cothroman aig an àm sin gus an 
leithid a lìbhrigeadh tro mheadhan 
na Gàidhlig. 

Dh’fhàg sin gun robh fear-naid-
heachd òg a’ faotainn eòlas ann an 
cuideachd sàr phroifeiseantaich anns 
a’ ghnìomhachas, agus shùigh e na 
sgilean fharsaing sin thuige.  

Thar nam bliadhnaichean dhearbh 
ìre na h-obrach aig Màrtainn toradh 
an oideachaidh a fhuair e mar 
sgrìobhaiche naidheachd ach chan 
eil teagamh nach robh alt nàdarra 
aige le cainnt, is chàradh e faclan ri 
chèile cho snasail ris a’ chlachair a b’ 
fheàrr riamh.  

Bha e ag innse dhomh turas gun 

robh e den bheachd gun robh dao-
ine ceàrr ann a bhith a’ càineadh 
phàipearan beaga agus a’ cur an cuid 
mhodhan-aithris ann an suarachas 
fon fhacal  ‘tabloidism’. 

Nuair a thòisich esan, thuirt e, gh-
abhadh fear-deasachaidh ‘s dòcha dà 
mhìle facal air sgeulachd àraid, ach 
nuair a shearg meud nam pàipearan 
dh’iarradh iad an aon aithris innse 
ann an dà cheud gu leth facal.  

Ann am beachd Mhàrtainn b’ e 
seo sàr ealantas cainnte, agus bha e 
fhèin fìor mhath air a leithid nuair a 
rachadh iarraidh bhuaithe.

Nuair a ghluais e chun a’ BhBC, 
bha Màrtainn a’ toirt an eòlais-rann-
sachaidh agus sgrìobhaidh leis agus 
chaidh loinn da-rìribh air a chuid 
obrach nuair a thòisich e ri aithris 
naidheachdan air rèidio agus teleb-
hisean. 

Bha seo ùr dha fhèin mar 
fhear-naidheachd agus bha e ùr 
cuideachd dhan luchd-èisteachd 
feadh na dùthcha, ach choisinn e a 
cheart uimhir de mheas agus lean-
tainn mar chraoladair ’s a bha aige 
mar sgrìobhaiche. 

Bha Màrtainn air leth moiteil às 
a dhualchas agus chan e a-mhàin 
gun robh sin a’ soillseachadh a 
chuid aithrisean naidheachd, bha e 

cuideachd a’ ciallachadh gun robh 
a chuid chomasan luachmhor dha 
leasachadh na Gàidhlig is a cultar.

Cha b’ e annas a bh’ ann gun deach 
fhastadh gus aithris a dheasachadh 
air obair agus co-dhùnaidhean  
buidheann-obrach air suidheachadh 
na Gàidhlig a stèidhich Bòrd Leas-
achaidh na Gàidhealtachd toiseach 
naoi-deug ’s na h-ochdadan. 

Tha an aithisg sin, Cor na Gàidhlig, 
na cuimhneachan urramach air an 
ùghdar oir ’s i bunait na thachair le 
leasachadh na Gàidhlig bhon uairsin.

Craobh a b’ àirde anns an doire 
thu, ann an coille nan Gàidheal.   

MARTIN MacDonald was well 
known and appreciated as a writer 
and broadcaster of both Gaelic and 
English. 

As probably the first professional 
newsman to work in Gaelic, Martin 
established a standard which contin-
ues to guide and challenge all who 
follow in the profession. 

His legacy to Gaelic news jour-
nalism is immense and matched his 
unswerving loyalty to his language 
and culture. 

Farewell friend.
Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell)
ailean@obantimes.co.uk  

This week’s � ashback photograph was submitted by John Hay of Taynuilt and features sta�  of Oban’s Dalintart Hospital 
on a sale of work day in the 1980s. Digital versions of � ashback photos for The Oban Times can be sent to ‘editor@

obantimes.co.uk’ or prints sent to the editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB. Anyone who wishes a print 
returned should include a stamped-addressed envelope. 

Everyone will bene� t 
from healthy seas
Sir,
I read with disappointment the 
erroneous interpretation on your 
letters page of how proposed marine 
protected areas (MPAs) will affect 
the fishing industry. 

The seas around Scotland belong to 
everyone, not just one small sector. 
What is being proposed is that three 
per cent of the total inshore waters of 
Scotland should be protected from 
the most damaging fishing activities 
- scallop dredging and trawling - in 
order that the seabed and fish stocks 
can recover. 

This, of course, leaves 97 per cent 
of waters available for boats which 
by their nature are large seagoing 
vessels which fish widely, not just in 
small local areas.  

Protecting areas brings marine 
environments damaged by years 
of exploitation back to life and this 
recovery is beneficial to fishermen as 
well as to wildlife tourism. 

This has been proved around the 
world with New Zealand leading the 
way. 

We live next to the Firth of Lorne 
where there has been no scallop 
dredging for eight years. 

The recovery underwater is re-
markable with the area now a nursery 
for small fish and scallops. Wildlife 
tourism is thriving with eight boats 
taking wildlife watchers and divers 
out to enjoy the marine environment. 

All these people bring business to 
accommodation providers, restau-
rants and pubs.  

Not all fishing will be banned from 
MPAs, sustainable fishing such as 
scallop diving and creeling will con-
tinue which, of course, brings jobs 
and prosperity to local communities. 

Everyone in Scotland is a stake-
holder in our seas. 

In the initial consultation on 
MPAs, the vast majority of 5,000 
respondents asked for there to be 
more protection for the marine envi-
ronment. In the long term, everyone 
will benefit from healthy seas.  

Jean Ainsley, Seil.

Comments at odds 
with Labour stance 
Sir,
I refer to the article about Labour 
MSP Rhoda Grant and Marine 
Protected Areas (MPAs), ‘MSP tells 
minister ‘people are also endan-
gered’, which appeared in The Oban 
Times of Thursday January 28.

While Ms Grant’s comments 
about the impact of some of the 
Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) are 

accurate and based on widespread 
concerns among west coast fisher-
men which I also share, I regret to 
say Ms Grant’s stance appears to 
be completely at odds with Scottish 
Labour’s official position on this 
matter, as demonstrated by the 
actions of her two MSP colleagues 
Sarah Boyack and Claudia Beamish 
in the Scottish Parliament this week.

Ms Grant is quoted as saying the 
MPAs ‘will become a reality’.  

The fact is that at the Rural Affairs 
Committee meeting in the Scottish 
Parliament on Wednesday January  
27, my party’s fisheries spokesman, 
Jamie McGrigor MSP, who has 
worked closely with west coast fish-
ermen on this subject for many, many 
months, moved motions to annul the 
MPAs.

If the motions had been successful, 
it would have ensured the Scottish 
Government had to rethink its cur-
rent MPA plans. 

The two aforementioned Labour 
MSPs on the committee not only 
failed to support Jamie McGrigor 
MSP but actually voted with the SNP 
MSPs to give the MPAs the green 
light in their current form.

While Ms Grant’s supportive com-
ments might be welcomed by the west 
coast fishing industry, the support of 
her MSP colleagues when the actual 
decisions which could have halted 
the proposals were being made 
would have been far more useful. 

Labour is guilty, at the very least, of 
a complete lack of joined up thinking 
which one should expect from a par-
ty supposedly trying hard to retain 
its position as the main opposition in 
Holyrood.

Donald Cameron, Ardrishaig.

Oban museum needs 
more new volunteers
Sir,
Oban War and Peace Museum has 
been running successfully for more 
than 20 years.

It was started by a number of 
Oban ex-servicemen and women 
and residents to celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of VE day in 1945.

Some of the original members of 
the museum are still with us, living 
representatives of those who gave 
their lives in the service of their 
country.

The museum moved from the white 
building at the back of the North 
Pier to the old Oban Times building 
in 2006. 

This building was bought with 
grants and loans made available 
from a number of sources and the 
benevolence of a successful local 
businessman. 

Artefacts contained in the museum 

range from a scale model of the 
19th century Northern Lighthouse 
vessel ‘Hesperus’, the former Oban 
cinema projecter, many photographs 
of old Oban and surrounds depicting 
ferries, trains and transport, a model 
of the Short Sunderland Flying Boat 
famous for its anti-submarine patrol 
medals gained by local servicemen, 
their uniforms, lifeboat and fire 
service memorabilia and many other 
interesting items.

The museum is a valuable asset to 
Oban, visited by 30,000 visitors every 
year who are encouraged to give a 
donation during their visit.

The museum is also supported 
financially by ‘Friends of the Muse-
um’ and as a charity is able to bid for 
funds from other sources.

The real challenge to operating is 
the recruitment of volunteers who 
are in the museum a few hours dur-
ing the week looking after visitors 
while we are open from March until 
November.

Also needed are volunteers to act 
as board directors in management.

The museum achieved the Queen’s 
Award for voluntary service in 2011, 
the equivalent of the MBE.

This remarkable achievement was 
gained along with only 130 other 
organisations that year through the 
efforts of all of our volunteers.

It is a fact of life people come and 
go but right now we have lost many 
of our original volunteers through 
being mortal.

We are looking for new blood to 
keep the museum going for Oban 
and Argyll as a source of interesting 
memorabilia, stories, photographs of 
the old town in war and peace and 
as a location where history can be 
seen and where the young can be 
educated in their heritage and be 
made aware of the sacrifices made 
by others for their security. Age or 
service is not important - volunteer-
ing is. If anyone reading this letter 
feels they can help in any way at all 
- as a volunteer in the museum or in 
administration, PR or accounting, as 
a member of our team - please get in 
touch through our museum manager 
John MacPherson on 01631 570007, 
email obanmuseum@btconnect.com 
or visit www.obanmuseum.org.uk.

Charles Struthers, chairman of the 
board.

Views of the majority 
are being ignored
Sir, 
I always understood that democracy 
meant the rule of the majorty. 

In Britain today, laws seem to be 
made to suit minority groups while 
the views of the majority are ignored.

William W Scott, North Berwick.

The Mull and Iona Association will 
celebrate its 150th anniversary this 
Friday.

A happy, carefree childhood is what most par-
ents want for their children. But a number of 
youngsters in Argyll and Bute are having to 

grow up too fast because they are the primary carers 
for a family member who may have a physical illness, 
disability, a mental health condition or have a alcohol 
or drug misuse problem.

Up until now these children have been supported by 
the independently-run Argyll Carer Centres, a net-

work of services that support children as young as five 
years old. But with the council facing a serious cash 
crisis, those services are at risk of having their funding 
pulled.

We know the council is having to make some very 
difficult choices, but when it comes to our children, 
and particularly those who are as vulnerable as these 
youngsters are, we would implore our councillors to 
find a way to protect them and these support groups.
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Your ambition. Our know-how. Together 
we can make your new business happen.
Free, practical advice and support to help start your business. Call your 
local o�ce on 01546 605 459 or visit www.bgateway.com/argyllandbute

Business Gateway services are delivered by Local Authorities, Scottish Enterprise and Scottish Government with the support of associated partner organisations.

IN THE past, mortgage lenders 
largely based the amount you 
could borrow on a multiple 
of your income. This is known 
as the loan-to-income ratio. 
For example, if your annual 
income was £30,000, you 
might have been able to 
borrow three to five times 
this amount, giving you a 
mortgage of up to £150,000.
Now, when you apply for a 
mortgage, many lenders will 
cap the loan-to-income ratio 
at no more than four and a 
half times your income.
They must also assess what 
level of monthly payments 
you can afford, after taking 
into account various personal 
and living expenses as well 
as your income. This is called 
an affordability assessment. 
These changes were brought 
into effect by the Financial 
Conduct Authority in 2014 
following a comprehensive 
review of the mortgage 
market.
The lender must also look 
ahead and ‘stress test’ your 
ability to repay the mortgage. 
This takes into account the 
effect of potential interest rate 
rises and potential changes to 
your lifestyle, such as redun-
dancy, having a baby or career 
break. If the lender thinks that 
you won’t be able to afford 
your mortgage payments in 

these circumstances, they 
might limit how much you can 
borrow.
Various lenders have afforda-
bility calculators on their 
websites but www.moneyad-
viceservice.org.uk has a more 
generic calculator that will 
show you a range of what 
lenders might offer, and also 
what your monthly mortgage 
payments may be. Although 
this can be a great place to 
start it is no replacement for 
expert independent advice. 
Argyll Financial Services limit-
ed help many individuals and 
businesses throughout Argyll 
on a wide range of mortgage 
and financial planning needs. 
Contact us on 01369 706198 
or info@argyllfinancal.co.uk to 
help us secure your financial 
future. 
The purpose of this article 
is to provide technical and 
generic guidance and should 
not be interpreted as a 
personal recommendation.  It 
represents our interpretation 
of current and proposed 
legislation and HMRC practice 
as at the date of publication.  
These may change in future. 
Argyll Financial Services Ltd 
is authorised and regulated 
by the Financial Conduct 
Authority. There may be a fee 
for mortgage advice. Typically, 
this will be £199. 

VOICE over Internet Protocol 
telephones are great for busi-
ness. They use digital technolo-
gy and internet connectivity to 
provide an extensive range of 
user features, lower call charges 
and the � exibility to add and re-
duce the number of lines in use.  
In days gone by these services 
would have required an expen-
sive o�  ce phone exchange and 
associated bills. 

The system uses internet 
connectivity rather than 
traditional BT analogue lines. 
That in itself is a bit of a plus 
because it means that BT is not 
your only option, you can shop 
around and � nd many service 
orientated suppliers keen for 
your business. Price packages 
can make comparisons di�  cult 
but charges for VoIP calls over 
internet phones tend to be a 
fraction of traditional analogue 
call rates. 

Traditional o�  ce phone sys-
tems have a � xed capacity to 
distribute calls out to a limited 
number of extensions. The VoIP 
exchange is a bit of software 
hosted in the cloud and so no 
costly exchange box is required 
and there is no limit to the 
number of lines which you can 

add. If you need more phones 
just buy a handset and an extra 
user licence and plug in to your 
internet connection. If your 
needs reduce then it is a straight 
forward matter to adjust the 
licence agreement and keep 
your costs in trim.

In the same way that your 
mobile device can connect to 
the internet as you move around 
the country so a VoIP phone can 
o� er similar � exibility. Unplug 
the handset from your o�  ce and 
take it home and plug it in to 
your home router – that handset 
will receive and make calls using 
the o�  ce number.  A big bene� t 
of the VoIP system is that a call 
between two handsets on the 
same system is free so a system 
spanning country-wide regional 
o�  ces could save a bundle.  

Typical features of a VoIP system 
include answerphone, call diver-
sion, cascading (ie moves the call 
to a second extension if no reply 
after � ve rings), call transfer, call 
pick up and even call recording. 
With so many options you can 
design a cost e� ective system 
to ensure that your callers get a 
quality response and you aren’t 
stuck with an expensive system 
and huge bills.

Mortgages - How much can I borrow?

Telephones for Business
E�  cient, Functional and Flexible 

Argyll Financial Services Limited
27 Ferry Brae, Dunoon, Argyll PA23 7DJ

t: 01369 706198  
f: 01369 705691 m: 07775870721

Money Matters
with Iain Cairns

Technology Matters
with John Orr

f: 01369 705691 m: 07775870721

• COMPUTER SUPPORT & ADVICE
• PUBLIC WIFI
• CCTV
• CYBER SECURITY
• VOIP TELEPHONE SYSTEMS

Call 01369 706656    Email John@bc-group.co.uk
w w w. b c - t e c h n o l o g i e s . c o . u k
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A FAMILY run business from 
Benderloch is flying high after 
using drones to help survey 
the land.

Digital Land Surveys was set 
up in 2007 by Richard Ayling 
and covers Argyll and the 
islands.

But it’s his son, David Ay-
ling, who has helped take the 
business to a new height.

David, 31, said: ‘I’m just 
coming at it from a different 
perspective.

‘I started to see that drones 
were coming in to surveying, 
so we started looking into it 
and realised it was definitely 
a space for us to be able to go 
into as well, rather than just 
traditional surveying, which is 
what we have always done in 
the past.’

The company still does tra-
ditional surveying, but David 
said: ‘As digital land surveys 
we do title deeds, new builds; 
we do a lot of work for the 
forestry commission, various 

AIRPORT operator High-
lands and Islands Airports 
Limited (HIAL) has become 
the latest high profile organ-
isation to sign the Armed 
Forces Covenant, and the first 
airport group in Scotland to 
do so.

More than 700 charities, 
public sector organisations 
and businesses have signed 
the Corporate Covenant since 
it was introduced in 2011 as a 
public demonstration of their 
support for the armed forces 
community.

HIAL has pledged to sup-
port the covenant by offering 
greater flexibility for employ-
ees who serve as reservists in 
any branch of the armed forces 
so that they can be released for 
training or deployment.

Grenville Johnston, chair-
man of HIAL, said: ‘We are 
proud to become the first 
airport operator in Scotland 
to sign the Armed Forces Cov-
enant. A number of employees 
at HIAL are reservists. 

‘We know the pressure this 
places on them and their 
families, and by signing the 
covenant, we make a pledge to 
them, and to the others in our 
armed forces, to honour their 
service and to treat them with 
respect.’

Dai John, Highland Reserve 
Forces’ and Cadets’ Associa-
tion’s director of engagement, 
said: ‘HIAL is the 20th organ-
isation in the HRFCA area of 
responsibility to have signed 
the covenant, with more antic-
ipated to follow suit. 

‘We are delighted to be 
working with such a for-
ward-leaning champion of the 
armed forces community and 
look forward to continuing 
our ever-closer relationship.’

He added: ‘Organisations 
such as HIAL can benefit 
significantly from member-
ship of the covenant scheme 
as it offers an opportunity to 
build a reputation for being 
forces-friendly at a time when 
public support for the armed 
forces is unprecedented.’

A FORMER maths teacher 
from Oban has set up her 
own company helping small 
businesses improve their oper-
ations and efficiency. 

Sally Thompson launched 
Optimus Argyll last year with 
support from Business Gate-
way Argyll and Bute. 

Since then she has worked 
with a range of small busi-
nesses, helping them make 
the best use of their time and 
resources. 

Using solutions such as 
implementing staff schedules 
to reduce overtime, helping 
to create websites optimised 
for mobiles, creating social 
media strategies and analysing 
data, Sally uses methods she 
learned from teaching maths 
to support decision making 
in very real, business-based 
contexts. 

She said: ‘One of the A-level 
maths units I taught was about 
mathematical techniques used 
to support decision-making 
in business situations. I was 
hooked from the start and 
decided I wanted to pursue 
my own career in it. I knew I 

BUSINESS Gateway Argyll and Bute’s 
advisers can help with a range of issues.

Adviser Donald Melville shares his top 
tips on how to recruit and retain staff:

‘Taking on a member of staff for the 
first time can be daunting but the most 
important thing to remember is people 
make your business work, so they need to 
be looked after. The first question I ask 
clients is, ‘Are you ready?’.

‘It’s tempting to rush into recruitment 
but it’s important to pause and think about 
the job being offered; is it full or part time, 
what can the business afford and how can 
you attract the best quality staff?

‘There are many practicalities to address 
including making sure your premises meet 
basic health and safety requirements, 
having employer’s liability insurance and 
registering as an employer with HRMC. 

‘Always ensure you get the right person. 
Creating your own application form can 
be the best route as you can outline the 
skills and requirements you seek and it 
makes it easier to compare and contrast 
candidates.  

‘Once you’ve found that right person, a 
contract of employment is important to 
clearly set out what’s expected.  You also 
need to consider right to work issues and 
any vetting or disclosure checks that might 
be relevant. Keep up-to-date with new 
legislation to ensure you’re complying with 
law. 

‘An induction period and an understand-
ing that new people take time to settle will 
ensure you get off on the right foot.’  

Business Gateway offers free half-day 

workshops that can help.  A Becoming an 
Employer workshop still has a few spaces 
left in Oban on Thursday February 18 and 
in Dunoon on Thursday February 25.  The 
Managing and Developing Staff  workshop 
will take place in Helensburgh on March 
17 and in Oban on March 24.

NEW BUSINESS Gateway workshops 
have been added to the range on offer 
across Argyll and Bute, with many of the 
established workshops being refreshed 
too. 

A limited number of places are still 
available at workshops in Oban. 

The Build Your Business Website work-
shop on February 25 is a practical work-
shop aimed at those who don’t yet have a 
website. This workshop will be delivered 
for Business Gateway by John Paterson of 
Evolutio Ltd. 

The Craft Businesses - Reaching More 
Customers workshop on March 3 will help 
small craft businesses develop and reach 
more customers profitably. This workshop 
will be delivered for Business Gateway by 
Redpath Marketing. 

The new Get Your Business Noticed – 
PR on a Budget workshop will take place 
on March 9. 

This workshop is about getting a business 
noticed without spending money. It covers 
how to get a business featured in newspa-
pers, radio and television, understanding 
how the media works, finding the stories in 
a business that journalists will want to tell 
and understanding how to make contact 
with them so that the business enjoys the 

benefits of free publicity. This workshop 
will be delivered for Business Gateway 
by Colin Kelly. Colin is best known for 
his work as a journalist presenting pro-
grammes at BBC Radio Scotland, STV, 
Real Radio and Radio Clyde. He has a 
BA Journalism from Napier University 
and for the last few years has been running 
his own media relations consultancy. He 
works with individuals and businesses, 
helping them gain free, positive coverage 
in newspapers and on radio and television. 

The Selling with Confidence workshop 
will take place on March 15. It will help 
poeple feel more confident selling and 
promoting their business.  They will learn 
some top selling tips, how to identify their 
customer needs and match them with their 
products, find out why people buy and 
how to highlight the features and benefits 
of their products or services. It also covers 
how to overcome customer objections, 
deal with feedback and identify the buying 
signals to help close a sale.

The workshop will be delivered for 
Business Gateway by Jill Connell. Jill has 
started and grown a number of companies 
and her first business idea achieved equity 
investment from Sir Tom Farmer CBE. 

As a professional and qualified business 
trainer with 18 years of experience, Jill 
has trained more than 10,000 individuals 
through business start-up and growth de-
velopment. To book a place or to find out 
more about the full range of workshops, 
contact the Business Gateway team on 
01546 604555 or email business.gateway@
argyll-bute.gov.uk.

Family fi rm takes land surveying 
to new heights with drone fl ights

David Ayling with his � xed wing drone. 15_t07survey03

But in order to fly one com-
mercially, a training course 
has to be completed first.

David said: ‘It’s quite strin-
gent really. Basically it’s a 
course to learn all the ground-
work that a pilot for a small 
aircraft would have to learn.

‘Obviously you don’t need to 
know how to fly a plane, but 
you need to know all the legis-
lation, the use of airspace with 
other planes, all your radio 
stuff and healthy and safety is 
a massive part of it.’

At the end of the course 
participants must sit a written 
exam and detail how to deal 
with any potential dangers 
that could arise when flying a 
drone.

But it isn’t all about flying 
the craft; a lot of time is spent 
producing the end result – a 
detailed drawing and 3D an-
imation of the surveyed land.

David added: ‘To produce 
the results that you want it’s 
very little time on the ground 

compared to being back in the 
office on the computer. 

‘With traditional surveying 
you’re out there taking read-
ings and it is quite intensive, 
whereas the great thing about 
drones is you can just go out 
and get quite a lot done in a 
day.  

‘We did a six-to-seven-
kilometre stretch of a hydro 
scheme recently. We could do 
that more or less in a day, and 
you spend the best part of a 
week in the office doing that.

‘I think actually seeing the 
results come together is the 
most enjoyable part of the job.

‘When we surveyed Tralee, 
for example, you don’t realise 
how big it is.

‘We produce a full ordnance 
survey-style map for our 
clients and they can then work 
out over the distance the exact 
gradient. So it’s pretty handy 
for them to know.’

For more information, visit 
www.digitallandsurveys.com

housing associations, work 
for local architects and local 
builders.

‘We’ve really seen the drone 
come forward for covering 
huge areas of land.

‘We’ve started doing small 
scale hydro schemes and 
realised pretty quickly that 

we could do it in probably 
an eighth of the time and a 
lot more accurately over that 
distance with a drone.’

The main drone that the 
company uses costs £15,000 
just for the plane itself and an-
other £5,000 for the software 
that goes with it.

Sally Thompson of Optimus 
Argyll. 

New idea adds up to business success

had to increase my skills and 
knowledge so in 2013 I went 
back to university and studied 
a masters in operational re-
search at Strathclyde Univer-
sity, specialising in improving 
operational efficiency. 

‘Although we focused our 
studies on large companies I 
felt these techniques were just 
as applicable to small and me-

dium-sized enterprises, which 
can potentially benefit a lot 
more from a small change to 
their operations. I want to help 
businesses improve how they 
do things without changing 
what they do. At a micro-lev-
el, time spent on business 
administration is time away 
from carrying out the core, 
income-generating activities 
and something as simple as 
a user-friendly, customised 
spreadsheet can cut down this 
time.’

Although she is enjoying her 
new venture, Sally hasn’t given 
up teaching completely and 
also provides maths tutoring 
for Oban students. 

She said: ‘In the short term I 
will be working on increasing 
my client base and attracting 
more companies such as the 
dairy co-operative I worked 
with last year. The work I did 
there gave me a lot of satisfac-
tion as I reduced a process of 
what used to take upwards of 
two and a half hours per day 
to 15 minutes. I also hope to 
get to a position where I have 
a number of on-going relation-

ships rather than providing 
one-off solutions. 

‘I loved teaching too much 
to give it up fully so I began 
maths tutoring which has also 
proved very popular. Business 
Gateway Argyll and Bute have 
been a great help. Early on I 
met with Angela who became 
my adviser to discuss my ideas 
and it’s great to know there 
is someone to turn to for 
support. Also, I attended two 
courses, a two-day business 
start-up workshop and on 
bookkeeping. 

‘These are free and provide 
fantastic advice.’

Angela Vernel, business 
adviser for Business Gateway 
said: ‘Sally took advantage of 
our fully-funded workshops 
which provided her with 
knowledge and advice to help 
her establish Optimus Argyll. 
As Sally’s business develops 
we will be on hand to further 
assist her.’

To find out more about how 
Business Gateway can help set 
up and develop a business call 
01546 808 363 or visit www.
bgateway.com/argyll-and-bute

Ask the adviser – taking on staff

Oban Times 
newsdesks 

01631 568000 
01397 703003

Airport 
group signs 
up to forces 
convenant
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Across

1 He sells shoes (6)

4 Floodgate (6)

9 In need of iron if this is diagnosed (7)

10 Filler (5)

11 Obtain wool (5)

12 File (7)

13 Pre-Easter cash giveaway (6,5)

18 One species (7)

20 Occurring after an event (5)

22 Expression which doesn't mean what it 
says (5)

23 When you can allow yourself to enjoy 
what makes you happy (7)

24 Very small (6)

25 Spiral (6)

Down

1 Lean (6)

2 As seen through a lens (5)

3 American batter's dream shot (4,3)

5 It makes sense! (5)

6 Put on a pedestal... (7)

7 ...and hold in respect (6)

8 Unlawful meeting (11)

14 Comany which is always on the up (7)

15 When all can attend (4,3)

16 Aimless (6)

17 Calm (6)

19 Designer noted for his innovative chairs (5)

21 Crisp dip (5)
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A STELLAR line-up 
has been announced for 
the Loch Shiel Festival 
to celebrate its 20th 
anniversary, including 
Scotland’s top contem-
porary group, Red Note.

The festival returns to 
celebrate in true High-
lands style with local and 
international acts, from 
April 15-19.

There will be appear-
ances from a diverse 
array of stars, including 
Fraser Fifield, Kuljit 
Bhamra, and Jamie 
MacDougall.

This year’s event is set 
to be a celebration of the 
festival’s history to date 
with, as it has always 
been, the local commu-
nity at its heart.

A full-to-the-rafters 
concert performance 
will include Benjamin 
Britten’s spectacular 

cantata, Saint Nicolas, 
in the stunning and 
dramatically located 
Glenfinnan Church. 

The festival also 
celebrates the work of 
its former artistic direc-
tors, composer Patrick 
Stephen Samuels and 
the pioneering violinist 
Charles Mutter.

Meanwhile, young 
actor Paul Barnes will 
perform at the ruined 
Castle Tioram, only 
accessible on foot at low 
tide.

Founded in 1996, the 
Loch Shiel Festival has 
grown from a small, ru-
ral gathering to an event 
attracting international 
crowds, all the while 
maintaining its fantastic, 
fun-loving, environmen-
tally-aware community 
roots. 

Festival chairperson, 

Miriam Iorwerth said: 
‘This is truly a unique 
event on Britain’s music 
scene. Where else can 
you find high quality 
classical, folk and world 
music, taking place in 
the stunningly remote 
and dramatic West 
Highlands of Scotland, 
all while still feeling like 
you’re at a community 
event?’ 

Jamie MacDougall, 
from BBC Radio 
Scotland’s Classics 
Unwrapped will also be 
a special guest. 

The Loch Shiel Festi-
val is held at a number 
of venues in Glenfinnan, 
taking patrons to stun-
ning and remote loca-
tions across Scotland’s 
West Highlands. 

For more information, 
visit www.shielfestival.
com

CALMAC picked up 
a national award last 
week for its culture 
programme, which 
provides opportunities 
in music and film.

The UK’s largest ferry 
network operator has 
been given the Creative 
Business Award by 
the Arts and Business 
Scotland Awards.

The culture pro-
gramme aims to offer 
talented newcomers an 
opportunity that would 
normally be out of their 
reach. 

In the case of CalMac 
Culture Music, singer 
songwriters or bands 
are given the chance 
of winning a half-hour 
slot at one of a number 
of major festivals across 
Scotland’s west coast. 

And in the case of Cal-
Mac Culture Screen, 

the winner is able to 
work with a top-flight 
film studio to broaden 
their skills.

Marketing Manager 
Peter Griffiths said: 
‘We had been a sponsor 
for both Tiree Music 
Festival and Hebridean 
Celtic Festival for a 
number of years.

‘So we did know the 
organisers reasonably 
well. But that doesn’t 
mean that it was all 
plain sailing when we 
went to them in 2014 
with the CalMac Cul-
ture Music idea.

‘We did, however, 
work very closely with 
them throughout and 
received great support 
in return.

‘They have since trust-
ed us to deliver and we 
are pleased that we have 
done that.

‘We are delighted to 
have been given this 
award. It is recognition 
not just for our team 
which works so hard 
on it, but also for the 
faith event organisers 
have had in us and for 
all those who enter the 
competition.’

The ferry operator will 

add to its programme 
this year and start Cal-
Mac Culture Art.

For more information, 
visit www.calmac.co.uk/
music.

Representatives of 
CalMac who picked up 

the award on the night. 

AN EXHIBITION of 
Bute landscapes by the 
Tayvallich-based oil 
painter John Lowrie 
Morrison OBE - known 
as Jolomo - opens at 
the Castle Gallery on 
Rothesay’s High Street 
on Saturday February 
13.

The Glasgow-born 
artist, a former art 
teacher at Lochgilphe-
ad High School for 20 
years, has been painting 
Argyll and the Hebri-
des for 50 years, but his 
new display titled The 
Magic Light of Bute 
concentrates on the 
island’s scenery from 
crofts and cottages to 
dramatic views towards 

the Arran Alps.
Morrison, who 

produces around 100 
paintings per month, 
explained: ‘The west 
coast is famed for its 
beautiful light that is 
ever-changing. Bute is 
a supreme example of 
that quality. 

‘Bute does have 
a magical light; it’s 
quite different, maybe 
because of where it’s 
positioned in the Firth 
of Clyde and what’s 
around it.’

The exhibition runs 
until Saturday March 
5, followed by another 
local exhibition this 
August at The Archway 
in Lochgilphead.

FOR THE first time in more than six years a family-run 
ceilidh band performed at the Oban Accordion and Fiddle 
Club.

Michael Garvin Ceilidh Band is made up of Michael 
Garvin, who plays accordion; his wife, Joanie Garvin, who 
plays fiddle; Michael’s brother, Colin Garvin, who plays 
piano; and family friend Alan Irvine on drums.

Michael Garvin, who is also chairman of Oban Accordion 
and Fiddle Club, said: ‘There’s a good turnout and lots of 
good players here as well.

‘It’s been six or seven years since I have been a guest here.
‘I’m nervous playing in my own club, but I am sure that will 

settle after a few sets.’
Joanie Garvin said: ‘I’m h appy to be playing at our own 

place for our own crowd.’
The club meet on the first Thursday of the month at 

7.30pm at the Royal Hotel, Oban.

Jolomo exhibition 
on Bute opens

Ferry operator awarded for its cultural 
approach to life on the ocean waves

Spring heralds 20th year of 
community-centred festival

Family feel 
to Oban 
music club 
evening

Oban Art Society 
Talk/demonstration
With Margaret Ker

‘Visual Music’
Friday 12th February 2016
in Lorn Resource Centre

Soroba Road, Oban
7.30pm to 9.30pm
Visitors welcome

HARRIS THEMED 
CEILIDH

 West End Hotel, 
Fort William

Saturday, February 20
@ 7.30pm

Fear-an-Tighe: 
John A MacIver
Various Artistes
Admission £10

Highlands & Islands
Music & Dance 

Festival

Soup Lunch
Kilmore Hall

Saturday 13th 
February 

12pm - 2pm
Baking and raffle stall

Highlands & Islands
Music & Dance Festival

2016 Syllabus and 
Entry Forms

Now available at Oban 
Music and online at

www.obanfestival.org
Closing date for entries 

March 14, 2016
Reg Charity No SCO10287

Scottish Opera Highlights
Four Singers 
and a Pianist

16th February 7.30pm
Craignish Village Hall, Ardfern

Tickets £11 / £5 (under 26years)
Licenced Bar

To book: 01852 500746 or  cvh.
artsevents@gmail.com or

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/
venue/EFJIID

Oban & District Guide Association

Family Ceilidh Dance 
Saturday 27th February 2016

Argyllshire Gathering Hall, Oban
7.00pm – 10.00pm

Adults £5 Children £2.50 (over 
5 years)

Family £12.50 (2 adults & 2 children)
Tickets available from Rainbow, 
Brownie & Guide Unit Leaders

or at the door.
In Aid of Guide Hall Funds

Licenced   Raffle
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community-owned and run
Tel: 01631 562905  www.obanphoenix.com

Community Radio - 
your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk 
or call us on 01631 570057
MONDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 0900 
Monday Morning With Andy and Stephen, 1100 Molly Black, 
1300 CLYDE 2, , 1700 Drivetime With Marcus, 1900 Rosie’s 
Highland Fling, 2000 John McLuckie’s Show, 2100 David 
Cullen

TUESDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show ,1000 Ken 
Hunter, 1200 Memories are Made of This with Ken Hunter, 
1500 Lesley Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drivetime with Jim Lynch, 
1900 Sounds Scottish with  Archie Cameron, 2000 Highest 
Praise with Stuart, 2100 Elaine Lamb, 2300 Northern Soul 
with Gordon Covey

WEDNESDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 0900 
Sound Scottish (repeat), 1000 Comfort Zone with Doug 
Carmichael, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Elaine Lamb, 1700 Drivetime 
with Campbell, 1900 Country Meets Rock with Len & Ken, 
2100 Gordon’s Grooves

THURSDAY: 0800 Morning show, 1100 Molly’s Mix with Molly 
Black, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Gordon Covey, 1700 Drivetime 
with Stephen, 1900 Christine’s Collection, 2100 Ann’s Ceilidh, 
2200 Margo Till Midnight

FRIDAY: 0800 Jean Ainsley Breakfast Show, 1000 Teeny and 
Tiny Show,  1300 -1500 Weekend Warmup with Ian Blair-
Simmonds, 1700 Drive Show with Jim Lynch, 1845 Sports 
View, 1900 Country Meets Country with Jackie Craig, 2000 
Friday Night with Innes, 2100 TFI Friday with Jim Lawn

SATURDAY: 0800 Breakfast Show, 1000 Saturday Morning Live 
with Linda Crosher, 1330 CLYDE 2, 1800 Sports View with the 
Dream Team, 1900 Marcus, 2000 Dave Lewis

SUNDAY: 0900 Sunday Morning with Breege, 1100 - 1400 
Sunday Brunch, 1630 Archie Darling, 1800 Ken’s Friends with 
Ken Hunter, 1900 New Country Show with David Entwhistle, 
2100 Drum & Bass with Graham Scott

For requests, competitions or questions please 

your local radio station

For requests, competitions or questions please 

12 February - 18 February 2016
Alvin and the Chipmunks: The Road Chip (U) 
112mins
Fri, Mon, Tue, Wed: 16:15, Sat: 12:00,15:15,17:00, Sun: 
12:15,14:15,Thu: 15:45
Through a series of misunderstandings, Alvin, Simon and 
Theodore come to believe that Dave is going to propose 
to his new girlfriend in New York City - and dump them. 
They have three days to get to him and stop the proposal.

Carol (15) 128mins 
Fri, Mon, Tue, Wed: 18:45, 21:15, Sat: 17:30,21:45, Sun: 
16:30, Thu: 18:45
Parent and baby screening Tue 11:30

Silver screening Sun 14:30
Set in 1950s New York, a department-store clerk who 
dreams of a better life falls for an older, married wom-
an. Parent & Baby Screening! Lights will be left on at a 
dimmed level and baby changing available. Silver Screen-
ing - Concessions (age 60+) entry just £2.50! Includes 
complimentary tea and cake.

Dad’s Army (PG) 119mins 
Daily Except Sat, Sun: 16:30, Sat: 13:00, Sun: 12:00
The Walmington-on-Sea Home Guard platoon deal with a 
visiting female journalist and a German spy as World War II 
draws to its conclusion.

Kids Club: Big Hero 6 (PG) 
Sat: 11:00
Childrens’ Classic. The special bond that develops between 
plus-sized in� atable robot Baymax, and prodigy Hiro Ham-
ada, who team up with a group of friends to form a band 
of high-tech heroes. Adults & Children £2 entry.

Notting Hill (15) 120mins 
Sun 21:00
Valentine’s Day Special. The life of a simple bookshop 
owner changes when he meets the most famous � lm star 
in the world.

Snoopy and Charlie Brown: The Peanuts Movie 
(U) 113mins
Sat: 14:30
Charlie Brown, Snoopy, Lucy, Linus, and the rest of the 
beloved “Peanuts” gang make their big-screen debut, like 
they’ve never been seen before, in state-of-the-art 3D an-
imation. Snoopy, the world’s most lovable beagle and � y-
ing ace embarks upon his greatest mission as he takes to 
the skies to pursue his arch-nemesis The Red Baron, while 
his best pal, Charlie Brown, begins his own epic quest. 

Spotlight (15) 149mins 
Fri, Mon, Tue, Wed: 18:30, Sat: 19:00, Sun: 17:15, Thu: 20:30
SPOTLIGHT tells the riveting true story of the Pulitzer 
Prize-winning Boston Globe investigation that would rock 
the city and cause a crisis in one of the world’s oldest and 
most trusted institutions. 

The Baftas 2016 (Screened Live – Free entry!) 
120mins 
Sun: 21:00
Watch The Baftas 2016 live on our big screen! Free entry - 
come dressed for the occasion!

The Revenant (15) 176mins
Fri, Thu: 21:15, Sat: 20:00
Inspired by true events, THE REVENANT captures one 
man’s epic adventure of survival and the extraordinary 
power of the human spirit. In an expedition of the un-
charted American wilderness, legendary explorer Hugh 
Glass (Leonardo DiCaprio) is brutally attacked by a bear 
and left for dead by members of his own hunting team. 
In a quest to survive, Glass endures unimaginable grief as 
well as the betrayal of his con� dant John Fitzgerald (Tom 
Hardy). Guided by sheer will and the love of his family, 
Glass must navigate a vicious winter in a relentless pursuit 
to live and � nd redemption.

Coming Soon
Deadpool (15) 19/02/2016
Based upon Marvel Comics most unconventional an-
ti-hero, DEADPOOL tells the origin story of former Special 
Forces operative turned mercenary Wade Wilson, who 
after being subjected to a rogue experiment that leaves 
him with accelerated healing powers, adopts the alter ego 
Deadpool. Armed with his new abilities and a dark, twisted 
sense of humor, Deadpool hunts down the man who 
nearly destroyed his life.

Kids Club: WALL-E (U) 20/02/2016
Childrens’ Classic. In the distant future, a small waste-col-
lecting robot inadvertently embarks on a space journey 
that will ultimately decide the fate of mankind. Adults & 
Children £2 entry.

community-owned and run

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

Answer................................................... .............................................................
Name..................................................... ..............................................................
Address ............................................................................................................
...............................................................Postcode ...............................................
Telephone..............................................Email ....................................................
Winners will be selected at random after the closing date.  The prize is not transferable or redeemable for cash 
equivalent.  The Editor’s decision is fi nal. Photocopied entries will not be accepted. Winners may be asked to take 
part in publicity and may appear in a Wyvex Media publication and website. The competition is not open to Wyvex 
Media and associated company employees and their families. Digital subscribers can enter by printing this page 
and submitting their entry accompanied by a letter explaining that you are a digital subscriber. The closing date for 
entries is midnight, Tuesday February 23, 2016. 

To enter, simply answer this easy question, complete the entry form below and post it to 
The Oban Times, Heat Holders Comp, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Entries must be 
received by Tuesday February 23, 2016.

Question: Complete the first line in this well known romantic poem: 

Roses are red, violets are ____? a) Torquoise b) cream c) blue

his and 
her 
winter 
warmer 
sets

WIN!

The Oban Times has the perfect competition for those 
planning on snuggling up to their loved ones this 
Valentine’s Day. 
Heat Holders claim to be the warmest thermal wear 
products in the world.  As well as  its impressive thermal 
socks of various lengths, sizes and types for men, women 
and children, the brand also o� ers a range of blankets, 

jumpers, tights, leggings, hats, gloves and thermal 
underwear. 
The Oban Times has teamed up with Heat Holders to give 
away three cosy winter sets, each including a ‘Snuggle 
Ups’ blanket,  a pair of ladies and men’s leather gloves, a 
pair of ladies and men’s original socks and a pair of ladies 
and men’s slipper socks. All worth £99 per set. 

WIN!WIN!WIN!WIN!WIN!WIN!
winter winter winter winter 
warmer warmer warmer warmer 
setssets

The Oban Times has the perfect competition for those 
planning on snuggling up to their loved ones this 

Three sets 

to be wonWorth 

£99 
each

12 - 15 April Atlantis Leisure 

 Highers  (9.30 - 12.30) 
 National 5 (1.30 - 4.30)  

12 hours tuition over 4 days 

ObanMathsTutor 
www.obanmathstutor.co.uk 

Maths Revision Courses 

For more info call 01631 705070 

THE OBAN TIMES 

CAN REVEAL THE 

FULL LINE UP FOR 

OBAN LIVE 2016

Suddenly I see… 

KT Tunstall at 
Oban Live
GRAMMY Award-nomi-

nated songstress KT Tun-

stall has been announced 

as the headline act at Oban 

Live – an exciting new open 

air concert taking place in 

Mossfield Park, Oban, on 

Friday and Saturday May 13 

and 14.  
KT Tunstall shot to fame 

when her debut album Eye 

to the Telescope earned 

her a nomination for the 

Mercury Prize. She later 

went on to win awards for 

Best British Live Act and 

Best Breakthrough Act at 

2006 BRIT Awards, then 

later added the Ivor Novello 

Award for Best Song to her 

trophy cabinet with hit song 

Suddenly I See.

Trad superstars Capercail-

lie, Julie Fowlis, Skipinnish 

and many more also feature 

on the concert’s bill, which 

has already seen 1,500 early 

bird tickets sell out in under 

three hours. 

General tickets go on 

sale at noon on Saturday 

February 13 via www.

obanlive.com or from www.

eventbrite.co.uk.

Oban Live came about 

after the hugely successful 

‘Decade’ concert, held in 

Oban in May 2015, gen-

erated an incredible £1.1 

million for the town and its 

surrounding area.  

The concert, which cele-

brated the 10th anniversary 

of Skerryvore, saw interna-

tional acts attract crowds 

from across the world to 

attend.   Artistic director 

and Skerryvore band mem-

ber Daniel Gillespie saw the 

huge potential for an open-

air concert in Oban and, as a 

result, Oban Live was born.  

The economic impact of 

the concert is expected to 

be double that of Decade 

and organisers have already  

had to arrange additional 

capacity at Mossfield Park 

to cope with demand. 

Daniel, also Oban Live 

artistic director, said: ‘We 

are absolutely delighted to 

announce KT Tunstall as 

our headline act at Oban 

Live.  
‘She is an iconic musician 

who has been flying the flag 

for Scotland for many years 

around the world.  

‘Oban has hosted incred-

ible music events in the 

past year - including our 

own Decade event and The 

Royal National Mod – and 

we want to continue to 

celebrate this town’s won-

derful community spirit and 

incredible atmosphere with 

an event that will welcome 

people from all over the 

world to Oban for a weekend 

of sensational live music.  

‘With the early bird 

tickets selling out so 

quickly, we advise peo-

ple to book tickets early 

to avoid missing out. See 

you all in May.’ 

Paul Bush OBE, 

director of events for 

VisitScotland, said: 

‘We are delighted to 

be supporting the 

inaugural Oban Live 

through our National 

Funding Programme. 

This exciting addition 

to Oban’s existing 

portfolio of music 

events, with its 

impressive line-up 

of trad and interna-

tional pop artists, 

will no doubt 

attract visitors 

to the town from 

the local area and 

further afield.’

KT Tunstall

Julie Fowlis

Capercaillie

Skerryvore

We Banjo 3

Aly Bain & 

Phil Cunningham

Skipinnish

Hunter & The Bear

Blair Douglas
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of sensational live music.  

‘With the early bird 

tickets selling out so 

quickly, we advise peo-

ple to book tickets early 

to avoid missing out. See 

Paul Bush OBE, 

director of events for 

VisitScotland, said: 

‘We are delighted to 

be supporting the 

inaugural Oban Live 

through our National 

Funding Programme. 

This exciting addition 

to Oban’s existing 

portfolio of music 

events, with its 

impressive line-up 

of trad and interna-

tional pop artists, 

will no doubt 

attract visitors 

to the town from 

the local area and 

Hunter & The Bear



Farming
Crofters unimpressed 
after Lochhead meeting
SCOTLAND’s crofting leaders say they are ‘not satis-
� ed’ following discussions with Cabinet Secretary for 
Rural A� airs, Richard Lochhead over delays to farm 
support payments.

Speaking after a meeting last Friday between Mr 
Lochhead and the Scottish Crofting Federation (SCF), 
Brendan O’Hanrahan of the SCF agriculture policy 
working group said: ‘The meeting was long overdue. 
Crofters are experiencing real hardship due to cash 
� ow problems and credit drying up. The lack of 
information has exacerbated the problem, as this has 
meant many crofters have no idea how long they’re 
going to have to hang in there for.

‘The uncertainty makes matters worse, and our feed-
back suggests that only a tiny percentage of crofters 
have received ‘Illustration of Entitlement’ letters.

‘We are worried about the possibility that, because 
so many crofters have ground in more than one 
region, often as a mix of region one inbye and region 
three hill ground, they may be disproportionately 
a� ected by delays associated with processing more 
complex cases. Unfortunately Mr Lochhead was not 
yet able to allay our fears on this.

‘We were given figures for national rates of paying 
the first instalment, but again, from our surveys 
of crofters, we are concerned that the proportion 
of crofters receiving such payments may in fact be 
significantly lower than these national rates. The 
Cabinet Secretary has however promised to provide 
more detailed information soon on any regional dif-
ferences that there might be in processing payments.’

Market Reports
STIRLING

MORE THAN 4,000 sheep were sold by United Auctions at Stirling last 
Thursday, February 4.

Some 2,966 lambs and 1,049 ewes and rams made up the total of 
4,015 prime sheep sold through the ring, reaching an average price of 
182.69p/kg. 

Leading prices
Lambs per head: Dalchirla (Tex) £115; Doune Farms (BTex) £104; 

Mountskip (Chev) £94.50; Milton (Su� ) £94.50; Pathhead (Char) £94; 
Croftgarry (BF) £85; Sauchrie Mains (Mule) £84.

Lambs per kilo: Harviesmailing (BTex) 215p; Ballechin (Tex) 213p; 
Woodhead of Aberdalgie (Chev) 205p; Luckenburn (Char) 195p; Glene-
hervie and Leyden (Su� ) 194p; Glenfernate (BF) 189p; Milton (Mule) 
176p.

Ewes: Dalchirla (Tex) £130; Dalchirla (BTex) £119; Hill of Errol (Cont) 
£115; Balmonth (Chev) £97.50; Blairfettie (ContX) £94.50; Kincraigie 
(Su� ) £89.50; Devol (BFL) £88.50; Hill of Errol (Mule) £76.50; Viewmount 
(BF) £73.50.

DELAYED payments, poor prices 
and political decisions are high on 
the agenda at NFU Scotland’s AGM, 
held over Thursday and Friday (to-
day).

Ahead of the meeting at St Andrews, 
Scotland’s farming union slammed 
the Scottish Government’s failure 
to deliver support payments to the 
majority of Scottish farmers. This, 
coupled with poor commodity prices 
and the wettest winter on record has 
made for a bleak start to 2016 for 
Scotland’s farmers and crofters.

Speaking at the meeting, Scottish 
Cabinet Secretary, Richard Loch-
head and Defra Minister, George 
Eustice, who are expected to be 
pressed for clarity on when support 
payments will arrive and when the 
promised Westminster review of the 

‘convergence dividend’ from Europe 
will take place.

Land reform was also on the agen-
da, with a debate on the impact of 
the proposed Land Reform Bill, cur-
rently passing through the Scottish 
Parliament.

Speaking ahead of the AGM, NFU 
Scotland president, Allan Bowie, 
said: ‘While longer term there re-
mains much to be positive about for 
Scottish food and farming, the short 
term pressures on farm businesses 
from poor prices, payment worries 
and bad weather are relentless.

‘That means finding a way to 
ride out the year ahead will drive 
decision-making at farm level. It is 
essential that, whatever decisions 
farmers are forced to make, we retain 
our capacity to produce food.

‘The farming community and the 
supply trade will be desperate to hear 
from Richard Lochhead and his plans 
to address the fact that two-thirds of 
Scottish farmers and crofters are yet 
to receive a single penny of their sup-
port payment.  That ongoing delay 
has generated a cash flow crisis on 
Scottish farms that is building by the 
day and causing genuine hardship in 
some cases.’

Mr Bowie added: ‘While public 
support remains a crucial element of 
farm incomes, the desire remains to 
secure more from the marketplace 
for our produce. This AGM will also 
hear about the opportunities that 
exist for our food and drink sectors, 
while also looking at the relationship 
farmers can have with our biggest 
customer – the UK retailers.’

Politicians face under-pressure 
farmers at union AGM

NFUS president, Allan Bowie - ‘pressures are relentless’ on farming. 

OBAN will be the venue once again this weekend as the 125th 
spring show and sale of pedigree Highland cattle gets underway.

More than 100 of the country’s top bulls, cows, heifers and 
steers will parade through the ring at Caledonian Marts’ Oban 
Livestock Centre, starting with the annual show at 10am on Sun-
day February 14, followed by the sale spectacular the following 
day. 

Judging the animals on Sunday will be George McNaughton, 
originally from Kerrera and now of the famous Rannoch fold 
of Highlanders. Young handlers and their livestock will have to 
impress Catherine McKechnie of France Farm, Gartocharn, if 
they are to win the Woodneuk cup.

Before the big event, members of the Highland Cattle Society 
will gather for the organisation’s Annual General Meeting on 
Saturday February 13 at the Royal Hotel in Oban. 

The trophies and prizes will be presented by special guests at a 
ceilidh in the Royal Hotel on Sunday night.

Highlanders come to town

The Cnoc fold, from Appin, is one of the many herds 
with cattle entered for the Oban event. Pictured at 

last year’s Mid Argyll Show is stockman Iain MacKay 
with champion Highlander, three-year-old heifer 

Iona 1st of Cnoc. aaMAS17

Marine (Scotland) Act 2010
Installation of a single private mooring, Oban 
Bay, Oban, Argyll and Bute

Notice is hereby that J MacGregor and Sons 
has applied to the Scottish Ministers of the 
Scottish Government, under Part 4 of the Marine 
(Scotland) Act 2010, in respect of installation of 
a single private mooring at 

 Location Latitude Longitude
 Co-ordinates Co-ordinates

 Oban Bay, Oban, 56°25.0144’N 05°28.6180’W
 Argyll and Bute

                                                                                                                             (WGS84)

Plans showing the position of the works may be 
inspected at McColls Post Office, 128 George 
Street, Oban, PA34 5NT.
Objections relating to safety of navigation or en-
vironmental issues in respect of the application 
should be made in writing to:
Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, 
Marine Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aber-
deen, AB11 9DB with 28 days of the date of this 
notice or by email:
MS.MarineLicensing@scotland.gsi.gov.uk quot-
ing reference: MCMS/05722
J MacGregor and Sons

CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD
FIRST REGISTRATION OF 

COMMON GRAZINGS 

The Crofting Commission 
have registered the following 
Common Grazings on the 
Crofting Register held by 
the Registers of Scotland.

Blarmafoldach Common 
Grazings, Kilmallie
Registration Number: 
CG246

Treslaig Common Grazings, 
Ardgour
Registration Number: 
CG251

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may appeal to the Scottish 
Land Court.  The appeal 
must be brought within 9 
months from the date of this 
advert and should be made 
directly to the Land Court.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.crofts.
ros.gov.uk/register/home

First Registration 
of a Croft

Thomas Lorne Nelson 
has registered their croft 
Achaleven Croft in the 
Parish of Ardchattan and 
Muckairn on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 1st November 
2016.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home.  The croft registration 
number is C2255.

AGM 
14th March 2016 at 7pm

in Atlantis function room.
All welcome

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted 
with them, may be examined between the hours of 9.30am - 4.30pm Monday to 
Friday (excluding public holidays) at the SERVICE POINT, LOCHABER HOUSE, HIGH 
STREET, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6EL and online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.

Time period for comments is 14 days
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Reference Number

15/04733/PIP

16/00291/PIP

16/00369/FUL

16/00386/FUL

16/00388/FUL

16/00413/FUL

Development  Address

Beoraid House, Morar,
Mallaig

Land 120M West of 
Former Primary School, 
Glenborrodale, Acharacle

Land 250M North East of 
Bellsgrove Lodge, Strontian,
Acharacle

Land North of Old Railway 
Goods Yard, Ballachulish

Crannoch, Nevis Bridge,Glen 
Nevis
Fort William

Land 35M South of Corran 
Beag, Onich

Proposal Description

Renovation of existing derelict Croft 
house to provide domestic dwelling

Erection of two houses (renewal of 
planning permission 13/00147/PIP)

Formation of 2 no. serviced house 
plots

Erection of 3 houses

Proposed alterations & change of use 
from garage/workshop to holiday let 
accommodation

Erection of dwelling house

Proposed Short Lease of 
a Croft

Michael Francis Buchanan 
is applying to the Crofting 
Commission for consent 
to let the whole croft  at 
6 Ardveenish, North Bay, 
Isle of Barra (Croft Reg No 
I0195) on a short term lease 
to John Archie Campbell, of 
12 Ardveenish, North Bay, 
Isle of Barra for 10 years.

If you consider you have 
a relevant interest in this 
application, you may submit 
comments on the proposal 
in writing to the Crofting 
Commission, Great Glen 
House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW or email 
info@crofting.scotland.gov.
uk) within 28 days from the 
date of publication of the 
advert.

Please note that any 
comments you provide are 
part of an open process 
and will be made available 
to Interested parties. Your 
comments would also be 
released under a Freedom 
of Information enquiry.

First Registration of a 
Croft

Michael Ross MacEachen, 
has registered their croft 1 
Toigal, Arisaig and Moidart 
on the Crofting Register held 
by the Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by October 28, 
2016.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number is C2241.

First Registration of a 
Croft

Joan McBeath has 
registered their croft 3 
Fanmore, Kilninian & 
Kilmore on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.  
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 31st 
October 2016.  Details of 
the registration can be 
found at www.crofts.ros.
gov.uk/register/home.  The 
croft registration number is 
C2294.

DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES
ARGYLL AND BUTE DEVELOPMENT PLAN: SUPPLEMENTARY GUIDANCE

STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT (SEA): ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT 
Notice under Section 18 (1) (c) of the Planning etc. (Scotland) Act 2006 and under Section 16 (2) of the 
Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005. 
Argyll and Bute Council has revised the Environmental Report (Strategic Environmental Assessment) that accompanies 
the adopted Local Development Plan, to include an additional appendix (Appendix 6) relating to the following draft 
Supplementary Guidance: SG LDP – Coastal Development; SG LDP – Piers and Harbours; SG LDP – Aquaculture 
Development; and SG LDP - Renewable Energy.
The Environmental Report together with the above draft Supplementary Guidance can be viewed at: 
http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/ldp  
The consultation period on the above documents will run for six weeks until the 25th March 2016.
The documents will also be available to view in the Council run Libraries during their normal opening hours, and at the Council 
Offices at 1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead 9am – 5pm Monday to Friday. 
Please note responses must be received before 5pm on the 25th March 2016. Responses should be sent to Sheila McKenzie, 
Development and Infrastructure, 1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8RD or by emailing: ldp@argyll-bute.gov.uk

If you require further information please telephone Sheila McKenzie on 01546 604158 or email: ldp@argyll-bute.gov.uk

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected at Municipal Buildings Albany Street 
Oban PA34 4AW, Monday to Friday 9am to 12:30pm and 1:30pm to 5pm. On Wednesdays, the Customer Service Points will 
open at 10am. At the alternative locations detailed below or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.
uk. Written comments for the following list of applications should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. 
Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

16/00265/PP Erection of dwellinghouse for use as house 
of multiple occupancy, installation of sewage 
treatment plant and formation of vehicular access

Land East Of Nant Farm
Ichrachan Taynuilt Argyll 
And Bute PA35 1HP

Sub Post Office Taynuilt

16/00296/PPP Renewal of planning permission in principle reference 
13/00168/PPP (Site for the erection of a dwelling 
house and associated works)

3 Heylipol Isle Of Tiree 
Argyll And Bute PA77 6TY

Tiree Area Office

16/00301/PP Change of use of land for the siting of a snack bar Land North West Of Tulla 
Cottage Bridge Of Orchy 
Argyll And Bute

Sub Post Office 
Dalmally

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 -17:00hrs Monday to 
Friday at 1A Manse Lochgilphead Brae PA31 8RD, at the alternative locations detailed below during their normal opening times 
or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications 
should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

16/00268/LIB Demolition of school classroom annexe (Hut 1) Rockfield Primary School 
Hill Street Oban Argyll 
And Bute PA34 5NA

Oban Area Office

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website:
https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 
The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning and 
Regulatory Services, Central Validation Team, 1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead PA31 8RD. 
A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. 
Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

CROFTING 
COMMISSION

COIMISEAN NA 
CROITEARACHD

DECROFTING 
APPLICATION

A J Maclean
19 Reef, Tiree
0.10 ha – Veterinary 
Surgery
4.86.63237

Comments can be made to 
the Crofting Commission by 
any member of the crofting 
community within the 
locality of the land, within 
28 days of the date of this 
newspaper.
Crofting Commission, Great 
Glen House, Leachkin 
Road, Inverness IV3 8NW 
or info@crofting.scotland.
gov.uk

CROFTING 
COMMISSION

COIMISEAN NA 
CROITEARACHD

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF COMMON GRAZINGS 
The Crofting Commission 
have registered the 
following Common 
Grazings on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.

Galmore Common 
Grazings, Kilmonivaig
Registration Number: 
CG233

Stronaba Common 
Grazings, Kilmonivaig
Registration Number: 
CG236

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may appeal to the Scottish 
Land Court.  The appeal 
must be brought within 9 
months from the date of 
this advert and should be 
made directly to the Land 
Court.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home

As part of the Marine 
Scotland marine licence 
application proceedure, 
Mull and Iona Community 
Trust announce that a 
consultation event will take place on Thursday 
10th March 2016 at Ulva School at 7.30pm to 
discuss the proposed pontoon at Ulva Ferry. 

Details of the proposed development can be obtained 
from the Ulva Ferry Development O�  ce, Torloisk, 
Mull, PA74 6NH, Tel 01688 500 056, Cally Fleming, Local 
Development O�  cer c� eming@mict.co.uk or on the 
USCA website www.uscamull.org.uk

Please forward any comments to 
Cally Fleming by Thursday 17th March.

public notices
Tel: 01680 300371

Fleming Wagtail 
PD  800

Wagtail Fertilizer spreader,  
as new. 
£1250 

www.facebook.com/obantimes

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes
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Helensburgh Motor Sales is an independent, 
privately owned company having traded for 39 
years. It has represented the Toyota brand since 
inception and is consistently recognised for 
excellent customer care in Scotland and the UK. In 
July 2015 it was honoured to represent the Subaru 
marque.  From its two sites in Helensburgh, it 
covers Argyll & Bute and Dunbartonshire areas 
with a one-stop shop for new and used car sales, 
service, parts and Kitemark approved accident 
repair centre.

Helensburgh Coastal Destination Town
We can uplift and deliver or provide a free courtesy 
car whilst we carry out your yearly servicing. Just 
let us know what is best for your needs. You will 
not be disappointed with the excellent service 
we provide. Helensburgh town has undergone a 
recent facelift and is well worth a visit. In October 
2015, Helensburgh was described as a “coastal 
destination town”.  Come and experience the 
excellent choice of restaurants and co� ee shops 
or do some sightseeing. 

Test Drive to You
We have been serving the Oban and Lorn area 
for many years with Toyota and now with Subaru, 
and if you can’t come to us, we will bring your 
chosen car to you to experience. Whether it is one 
of the legendary 4x4s, Rav4, Forester or Outback, 
or one of the smaller popular models like Aygo 
and Yaris, just call us and arrange a time that suits 
you.  Door to door service.

Some Great Cars and Deals
The 2016 Toyota RAV4 now bene� ts from hybrid 
technology, combining petrol and battery power 
with zero road tax and improved economy, whilst 
the Toyota Aygo gets free insurance for over 
18-year-olds with an attractive low-rate � nance 
o� er. The Subaru range with its emphasis on all-
wheel-drive for great road holding and acclaimed 
engineering excellence bene� ts from 0% � nance 
on Forester and XV models plus a 5 year warranty.

Visit Helensburgh for eateries, shopping and superb motoring
The popular Toyota 
Aygo available with 
free insurance for 
over 18’s

Subaru XV comes 
with a 5 year 

warranty

Telephone 07546 788945

WANTED
All types of good quality 4 x 4 vehicles, 

Landrovers, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford etc 
and all 4 x 4 pickups, must be good 

condition and reasonable mileage.  Older 
4 x 4’s and non runners/MOT failures etc 

considered.  Will collect.  

Telephone 01250 884306 or 
mobile 07885 203020

WANTED
All types of motor homes and 

caravanettes.  Any age or condition.  We 
also buy water damaged or in need of 

repair.  Also all types of touring caravans 
from 95 onwards.

e: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

Telephone 07340367285 or 
01382 843415

WANTED
Any 4x4, Landrover, Nissan, 
Mitsubishi, Toyota etc, MOT 

failure or high mileage 
considered.

Tel 07703490572
ask for Robert

WANTED
All 4 x 4s, old or new Toyota Hilux, 
land cruiser, all pickups single or 

double cabs, any condition, runner or 
not, high miles no problem.

Contact William 07730 130284 or 07538671625 or 
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

WANTED
motor homes, caravanettes and 

camper vans, all makes or models 
considered.  Also touring caravans 

and statics, instant decision, 
same day payment.

Call 07789855381 
for a hassle free sale 

WANTED
any 4x4 vehicle, Landrover, Toyota, 

Mitsubishi etc, all makes and models, any 
age, mileage or condition, non runners/

MOT failures accepted.  Collection 
anywhere.  Top cash prices paid.

Nissan Navara 09 plate

Tel: 07751116278 Gavin

Leather seats
Electric sunroof seats and 
windows
Fantastic condition
104,000 miles

£6450.00 
+vat

Vauxhall Omega 2003

Tel 01567 820412

First Class Condition, MOT July, 
2016, Worth A Look.
O� ers When Seen.

Suzuki Grand Vitara

Tel 07789 758473 Kilmartin

2.0L Petrol, 5 Door, 96K 
miles, MOT sept16, Good 
A/T tires,
Lady owner last 6 years, 
well maintained.

£2400 ono.

Volvo XC70 Se Lux 2006 D5

01631 770698 / 07867624679

2.4 diesel, manual, AWD, 
69kmiles. 1Yr mot, Tow 
bracket, leather, full 
electrics pack, service 
history, 5 vgood tyres + 
extra alloy wheel, excellent 
condition

£6,995

SAILING TIMES
2015 MARINER 40HP

01680300684

EFI four stroke longshaft.
Comes with cables, 
remotes and tank.
As new (100hrs) just been serviced.
£3800 OVNO

Seat Leon S Copa TSI

Tel: 07947 855941

2011, Silver hatchback, 
24,000 miles, 
immaculate. MOT april 16, 
steering wheel controls, 
bluetooth etc. Manual. 
Fast and economical. 

£6700 o.n.o.

Telephone William 07730 130284 or 07538671625 or 
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

WANTED 4x4’s
all makes and models, Toyota, 

Landrover, Mitsibushi, also light 
commercials, vans, pickups bought, 

miles no problem, MOT or not, instant 
decision, same day payment.

WANTED
DO YOU OR YOUR 
COMPANY HAVE 

VEHICLE(S) 
YOU ARE LOOKING TO 

DISPOSE OF?
WE BUY ALL 4X4'S AND 

COMMERCIAL TYPE 
VEHICLES

(OTHER VEHICLES, CARS, 
PLANT, MACHINERY

CONSIDERED)
ANY AGE, MAKE, MODEL, 
MILEAGE OR CONDITION

SINGLE VEHICLES TO YOUR 
ENTIRE FLEET PURCHASED
WE COME TO YOU AND CAN 
DO SAMEDAY COLLECTION 

AND PAYMENTS
FOR FAST RESPONSE AND A 

HASSLE FREE SERVICE

CALL ONE OF 
OUR TEAM NOW

0800 002 
9966

WE COLLECT ANYWHERE IN 
SCOTLAND

£££££££

2004 Subaru Forester X All Weather

Tel: 07747 016900

87000 miles, 
MOT’d  till 
September, Good 
runner, 4 good 
winter tyres.

£1500

Call 07789855381 
for a hassle free sale 

WANTED
touring caravans, camper vans, 

motorhomes, all makes and models, 
any age, mileage or condition.  

Collection anywhere.  
Top cash prices paid.

DRIVE TIMES
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Director’s Personal 
Assistant
Kilmartin Museum is seeking to appoint a Personal 
Assistant to assist the Director/Curator with 
administrative tasks during the development 
phase of the Museum’s Redevelopment 
Project.  This is a part time (18.5 hours per week) 
contract until June 2017 with the possibility of 
further extension, subject to successful funding 
applications.  The salary is £16,031 per annum pro 
rata.  

For more information and an application pack 
please email sue@kilmartin.org or phone Sue 
Creech on 01546 510 278.  Closing date 11th March 
2016, interviews will be held on 21st March 2016.

Vacancy: 1 x Full Time 
Freshwater Operative

Location: Ardtaraig Hatchery, Loch Striven, Dunoon 
Cooke Aquaculture Scotland is a leading company in the Scottish Salmon Industry 
producing exceptionally high quality products for an increasingly demanding mar-
ket. We have operations throughout Scotland, Cumbria and the Northern Isles of 
Orkney and Shetland, together; we pledge a strong dedication to achieving a sus-
tainable aquaculture industry.  

We are currently seeking candidates to take on the position of Freshwater Opera-
tive at our Ardtaraig Hatchery, Argyll.  As part of a small team, they will assist their 
colleagues in building strong key relationships and ensuring a safe working environ-
ment for all. 

The Role:

The successful candidate will find themselves reportable to the Freshwater Manager 
for Ardtaraig. 

Qualifications/Skills required but not essential as full training can be given: 
• 2 years’ experience working in a Freshwater Hatchery environment
• Ability to participate in an ‘Alarm Duty’ rota system
• Good understanding of the aquaculture industry 
• Candidate must be flexible with regard to hours worked, weekend working will be 
required
• Be a good team player but have the ability to work alone when required
• Inter-personal and excellent communication skills
• Clean UK driving licence

The ideal candidate will be committed to achieving the best results in a challenging 
environment and delivering the highest standards of performance possible.  In re-
turn, we offer a highly competitive salary, employer pension contribution, company 
bonus scheme and salary sacrifice programmes. 

If you feel you have the necessary attributes to successfully fulfil this position 
and contribute to a progressive, results orientated company, then please send 
your covering letter and CV to vicci.laird@cookeaqua.com by 24 February 2016.

The main responsibilities of the post include arranging and carrying out 
on-site assessment of compliance with the RSPCA standards for animal 
welfare of salmon and trout hatcheries, freshwater and seawater farms, 
hauliers and abattoirs for both new applicants and existing members of the 
Freedom Food scheme.

Successful applicants should have GCSE English and Maths or equivalent 
qualification together with NVQ level 3 or relevant equivalent qualification 
in aquaculture. 5 years proven practical experience of commercial fish 
production together with a knowledge of the food production industry 
(livestock) and legislative requirement are considered essential attributes 
for the post. Direct experience of farm assurance schemes and auditing 
skills is desirable.  

Applicants require excellent verbal communication skills at all levels, 
the ability to plan and organise their own workload, and to work both 
independently or part of a team as necessary.  A full, valid driving licence 
will be essential.

An application form and job description can be requested from:  Anna-Louise 
Sales, Freedom Food Ltd, Wilberforce Way, Southwater, West Sussex, RH13 
9RS or anna-louise.sales@freedomfood.co.uk. We do not accept CVs.

Please send your completed application form to the above address/email 
by the closing date of Friday 4th March 2016.

The RSPCA offers excellent benefits, including private healthcare, defined 
contribution pension scheme, childcare vouchers and employee assistance 
programme

We value diversity and encourage applications from all sections of the 
community.

Ending cruelty, promoting kindness and alleviating suffering to animals

Freedom Food Ltd is a wholly owned subsidiary 
of the RSPCA, set up to administer the Society’s 
farm assurance welfare labelling scheme and is 
looking for an assessor to undertake salmon 
and trout assessment work in the Scotland, with 
an occasional requirement to travel to other 
parts of the UK and overseas.

Closing date: 26 February 2016.

To apply visit our website

Home Carer (Permanent Variable)
£17,131 - £18,694 pro rata  Mid Argyll Ref: CMA01063
Hours to be worked as and when required by the Service
☎ 01546 604334

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

Seasonal Port Assistants
Calmac Ferries Limited is currently recruiting for Seasonal Port Assistants at various Port Of� ces 

across our network.

Calmac Ferries Ltd is a multi-award winning business serving some of the most beautiful parts 

of Scotland. With over 30 ferries, we provide lifeline services to the islands and peninsulas on 

Scotland’s West Coast.

Our excellent bene� ts package includes a competitive salary plus a generous annual leave 

entitlement. You could also take advantage of free ferry travel for you and your family. 

To view further details of all our current vacancies, and details of how to apply, please visit our 

website at www.calmac.co.uk/careers

Caleonian Ferries Limited is an equal opportunities employer.

The Company 
Grieg Seafood is a leading producer of quality farmed salmon, with a proven 
track record of achievement. The company is the one of Scotland’s largest 
producers of Scottish salmon with an annual production of 20,000 tonne. 
The Role
The Area Manager will be based in Skye. Reporting to the Production Manager, 
the position would initially entail:
• Prioritising and planning all day to day work on 3 salmon farms in Loch 
Dunvegan
• Looking after the health and welfare of all fi sh farm staff  and contractors 
employed within the area
• Monitoring fi nancial and biological performance of the area against budget 
and identifying and reporting deviations
• Oversee the prompt and accurate reporting of production fi gures for all sites 
within the area
• Preparing and submitting operational and capital budgets for the coming year
While the successful candidate will have intra-company support in their 
position, due to the distance between the Dunvegan area and the head o�  ce 
based in Shetland, they will need to be organised and self-reliant.  
Requirements 
The successful candidate will have several years of experience within a sea 
based aquaculture environment.  They will also have previous experience in 
a management role.  While formal qualifi cations in relevant subject areas are 
advantageous, they are not a requirement.  The successful candidate will be self-
motivated, hardworking and a good personnel manager with a strong focus on 
health and safety.
A salary of £50,000 per annum is available for this position.  Performance and 
loyalty based bonuses and a company vehicle are also available for the successful 
candidate. For an informal discussion regarding the post, please contact Grant 
Cumming on 01595741804 or e-mail grant.cumming@griegseafood.com. To 
apply, please contact Suzan Roberts by e-mail or telephone at the address 
below.  

Suzan Roberts, Grieg Seafood, Gremista, Lerwick, 
Shetland ZE1 0PX Scotland (UK)
Tel:  0044 (0) 1595 741800 Fax: 0044 (0) 1595 741806
E-mail: suzan.roberts@griegseafood.com 
http://www.griegseafood.no
Closing date will be Monday the 29th of February 2016.

Grieg Seafood is recruiting for the 
following position:

Area Manager – 
Dunvegan, Skye

The Company 
Grieg Seafood is a leading producer of quality farmed salmon, with a proven 
track record of achievement. The company is the one of Scotland’s largest 
producers of Scottish salmon with an annual production of 20,000 tonne. 
Environmental awareness and sustainability are at the heart of our business.  
The Role
The Assistant Area Manager will be based in Skye. Reporting to the Area 
Manager, the position would initially entail:
• Assisting in the prioritising and planning all day to day work on 3 salmon farms 
in Loch Dunvegan
• Looking after the health and welfare of all fi sh farm staff  and contractors 
employed within the area
• Monitoring and maintaining the security and eff ectiveness of all equipment
• Oversee the prompt and accurate reporting of production fi gures for all sites 
within the area
• Identifying and rectifying any problems which might aff ect fi sh health or security
Requirements 
The successful candidate will have previous experience within a sea based 
aquaculture environment.  While formal qualifi cations in relevant subject areas 
are advantageous they are not a requirement.  The successful candidate will be 
self-motivated, hardworking and a good personnel manager with a strong focus 
on health and safety.
A salary of £30,790 per annum plus overtime is available for this position.  
Performance and loyalty based bonuses are also available for this post. For 
an informal discussion regarding the post, please contact Grant Cumming on 
01595741804 or e-mail grant.cumming@griegseafood.com. To apply, please 
contact Suzan Roberts by e-mail or telephone at the address below.   

Suzan Roberts, Grieg Seafood, Gremista, Lerwick, 
Shetland ZE1 0PX Scotland (UK)
Tel:  0044 (0) 1595 741800 Fax: 0044 (0) 1595 741806
E-mail: suzan.roberts@griegseafood.com 
http://www.griegseafood.no
Closing date will be Monday the 29th of February 2016.

Grieg Seafood is recruiting for the 
following position:

Assistant Area Manager – 
Dunvegan, Skye

Person required 
to do Gentlemans 
casual clothing 

ironing
Will pay per item.  

No transport 
necessary, will deliver 

and collect items.  

Telephone 
01631 570351

Skyline Winch 
Team required 
for work in North 
Argyll, preferably 
experienced but 
training could be 
given to reliable 

hard workers with 
chainsaw tickets.  

Telephone 
07747016900 after 
7pm or weekends.

Retained Linesperson X2
Isle of Colonsay

www.ssejobs.co.uk

Corachie Clematis
Taynuilt, Argyll Scotland PA35 1HY

Tel: 01866 822266

Vacancies
Driver Required

Seasonal - Full/Part Time
Must have Class C+E/Class 1

or Driver for 7.5 tonne lorry
Must have own transport and be able to work away 

from home 1 or 2 nights per week
Help with CPC Licence possible

Accommodation available

Garden Centre/Nursery
Seasonal staff - required

Full/part time
Must be fl exible regarding hours

Must have own transport
Accommodation available

Start date w/c 7th March 2016
Please contact Douglas on 01866 822266 or email us on 

www.wholesale@corachieclematis.co.uk for further details

Boatman – Fixed Term Contract
Loch Etive, near Taynuilt

Dawnfresh Farming Ltd, part of the Dawnfresh Seafoods Group, is the 
largest Trout Farming Company operating in the UK.  Our Marine and 
Freshwater farms are located throughout Scotland, England and Ireland.
We are currently looking to identify a suitably qualifi ed and highly motivated 
individual to undertake the role of Boatman at our seawater farms on Loch 
Etive, near Taynuilt, Argyll.
You will be responsible for skippering our workboats and must hold either a 
Boatmasters Licence or RYA Day Skipper qualifi cation or above and your 
qualifi cation must be commercially endorsement. In addition, applicants 
should have a full driving license.
This position is initially for a period of 6 months with the possibility of being 
made permanent at the end of the contract.
If you are interested in applying for this position please send your CV, by 
24 February 2016, to:
Jane McCusker, HR Advisor, Dawnfresh Seafoods Ltd, Bothwellpark 
Industrial Estate, Uddingston, G71 6LS.  Offi ce 01698 810008, E-mail: 
jane.mccusker@dawnfresh.co.uk

MACLEOD 
CONSTRUCTION

REQUIRE
COUNTERBALANCE

FORK-LIFT 
OPERATOR

WRITTEN 
APPLICATIONS 

WITH  CURRENT 
QUALIFICATIONS 

REQUIRED
Kilmory Industrial Estate
Lochgilphead PA31 8RR

or e-mail – 
lil@mkmacleod.co.uk

VALMAR  HANDLING SERVICES LTD
Valmar are the UK’s leading Sideloader Manufacturer who 

distribute to companies both in the UK and Europe.

We are currently seeking -  
Experienced � eld service engineers across the north of Scotland
The key responsibilities are –
• Service, Maintenance and Repair of both Valmar’s and our Clients 
Mechanical   Handling Fleets.
•  The ability to fault fi nd both  Mechanical and Electrical  problems.
•  Experience on Diesel Sideloaders and Diesel Counterbalance trucks is essential.
•  To posses First Class communication skills.

Client Base
Our Client base consists of “Blue Chip” Steel, Concrete and Timber Accounts 
(including the largest home grown timber company in the UK).

Quali� cations
As a Field Service Engineer you will be responsible for the planned service and 
maintenance of our material handling � eet primarily in and around the Scottish 
area.

Ideally you would have electrical / mechanical qualifi cations and have the 
experience to work on your own initiative.

Specifi c product training will be provided as required.

A competitive salary, transport and benefi ts package is included.

To apply please email a CV to martinvalente@valmarhandling.co.uk, or 
post to:- Martin Valente,, Valmar Handling  Services Ltd., 17 Springburn 
Place, College Milton, East Kilbride, G74 5NU.

Full Time/ Part Time Chef Required
The Argyll Hotel, Bellochantuy, 
is looking to add to their team.

With the hotel open all year this position 
has the potential to be permanent.

Hours will be a mixture of day and night service.
All levels of experience considered.

Salary negotiable based on experience.
Although we do not off er live in accommodation, we 

can help in fi nding accommodation if required.

For application form and job description 
contact Nick or Ian.

info@argyllhotelkintyre.co.uk   t. 01583 421212
Closing date for applications Friday 26 Feb 2016

Argyll Hotel, Bellochantuy, Campbeltown, PA28 6QE.

Argyll and Bute Citizens Advice Bureau
Patient Adviser (PASS Project)
Based in Lochgilphead  -  21 hrs per week
Fixed term contract until 31st March 2017
£20,859 pro rata. Driving licence.
For an application pack contact 01546 605550 
or  info@abcab.casonline.org.uk
Closing date 26thFebruary  2016

Please apply by email with full C.V and covering letter to: ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

If you’ve got the energy, drive, determination and ambition, we can 
off er you an exciting and rewarding career with one of Scotland’s 
foremost independent newspaper publishers.
You will be responsible for representing our range of award winning 
publications, off ering high quality advertising packages to local 
businesses.
You will benefi t from on-going training, fi rst class support, job stability 
and the opportunity to work for a professional company that believes in 
rewarding success and eff ort. A full driving licence is essential.

BASED IN OBAN

£  Excellent Basic 

+ £ Bonus 

+ Private Health Care 

+ Pension 

+ Good Holidays
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To Let Taynuilt
One bedroom furnished semi detached 

bungalow in quiet cul-de-sac.

£450 per month plus bills
One month deposit required, no pets, 

no dss or smokers.
Landlord registration number 244145/136/21121.

Telephone 07747844935

The Scottish 
Government, on 

December 16, 2015, 
announced a change in 

Land and Building Transaction Tax (LBTT) 
for Buy-to-Let investors and people buy-
ing a second home.
According to Scotland’s Finance Secre-
tary, John Swinney, The Land and Build-
ings Transaction Tax (LBTT) (Amendment) 
(Scotland) Bill proposes a supplement 
on the purchase of additional homes, for 
example, second homes or buy-to-let 
properties. The planned supplement is 
3% of the total price of the property for all 
relevant transactions above £40,000, and 
will be paid in addition to the current LBTT 
rates. The draft Budget estimated that the 
new supplement would raise about £23 
million in 2016-17, and it is intended to 
take e� ect from April 1, 2016.
The announcement echoes a statement 
by the UK’s Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
George Osborne, in November 2015 that 
applied to the rest of the UK. This means 
that properties that are currently exempt 
from LBTT, due to their purchase price 
being under £145,000, will be subject to 
the new tax of 3% of the total purchase 
price for these categories of buyers. Ac-
cording to the Scottish Fiscal Commis-
sion, the o�  cial watchdog of the Scottish 

Government’s plans on tax and spending, 
the additional levy is likely to a� ect 8,500 
to 12,500 property purchase transactions 
each year.
Mr Swinney said: ‘Our priority is to make 
sure that � rst time buyers have the great-
est possible chance to get a foot on the 
property ladder. That is why I decided to 
take action to avoid any potential distor-
tions which could arise in Scotland from 
the new higher rates of stamp duty land 
tax payable on the purchase of additional 
residential properties, announced by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer in his Au-
tumn Statement on 25 November 2015.’
According to Nicola MacPhail, Managing 
Partner at West Property Sales and Let-
tings, the LBTT additional homes supple-
ment will help � rst time buyers get on the 
� rst rung of the property ladder; they have 
struggled ever since the tightening of 
rules on mortgage lending following the 
Mortgage Market Review (MMR) in April 
2014..
Ms MacPhail said: ‘The second thing to 
consider is that the � ow of new buyers at 
the bottom of the property ladder will im-
pact on the property market as a whole as 
people sell to upsize into larger properties. 
If this has the e� ect the Chancellor is look-
ing to achieve, then this can only be posi-
tive for the housing market in Scotland.’

LBTT (Amendment) 
(Scotland) Bill 
published

The Scottish 
Government, on 

December 16, 2015, 
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Rowantree Cott age, Isle Of Lismore

OIEO £120,000

• Detached Cottage
• 2 Bedrooms / 1 Bathroom
• In excellent condition
• Large private garden
• Located on the beautiful 

island of Lismore
• EPC Rating E(43)

A charming 2 bedroom detached cottage in the beautiful Isle 
of Lismore. The property is comprised porch, hall, kitchen/
diner, bathroom, lounge with stairs leading to two bedrooms 
upstairs. The property has been restored and improved by 
the current owners

13 St Conan’s Road, Loch Awe

OIEO £100,000

• Semi detached
• 2 Bedrooms 1 Bathroom
• Views of Loch Awe
• Private garden and 

separate garage
• Multi fuel stove
• EPC Rating - D (53)

13 St Conan’s Road is a two bedroom/one bathroom, 
semi detached property enjoys views over Loch Awe 
and would make an attractive and practical home in a 
popular hamlet. The house has been well maintained 
and enhanced with a number of improvements, 
including Velux windows and the creation of a larger 
bedroom on the fi rst fl oor. 

Oakfi eld, Dervaig

OIRO £180,000

• Semi-detached
• 2 Bedrooms / 2 

Bathrooms
• Village location
• Holiday home potential
• Close to Calgary Beach
• EPC Rating - F (24)

Oakfield A charming 2 bedroom semi-detached house in the popular 
village of Dervaig on the west coast of the Isle of Mull. The pink house as 
it is known locally, was built in the 1820s and enjoys a unique position at 
the end of the Dervaigs main street. The property comprises entrance hall, 
lounge, kitchen and back porch downstairs with family shower room and 
two bedrooms (one en-suite) upstairs.

The Lodge, Kilberry

OIRO £180,000

• Detached Cottage dating 
back to 1896

• 2 Bedrooms / 1 Shower 
Room

• Mature garden
• Distant sea views
• Within walking distance 

of the renowned Kilberry
• EPC Rating - F (32)

The Lodge is a delightful traditional cottage situated in the 
small settlement of Kilberry on Argyll’s beautiful west coast. 
Dating back to 1896, the cottage is deceptively spacious and 
large windows throughout the property ensure the interior has 
plentiful natural light.

51 Rockfi eld Road, Tobermory

OIRO £110,000

• Ground Floor Flat
• 3 Bedrooms / 1 Bathroom
• Situated in a popular 

residential area
• Private front and rear garden
• Excellent fi rst time buyer 

property

47 Rockfi eld Road offers excellent family sized 
accommodation within easy reach of Tobermory town centre. 
Situated a short walk from the Main Street, the ground fl oor 
fl at has a lounge, kitchen/diner, 3 double bedrooms and a 
family bathroom. 

Plot on Craigspuir Lane, Tobermory

OIRO £85,000

• 0.25 Acre Plot
• Stunning View towards the 

Sound of Mull
• Elevated site above 

Tobermory
• Planning Permission for a 

1.5 storey architect des

This elevated site enjoys views across Tobermory 
towards the Sound of Mull and the Ardnamurchan 
peninsular. The 0.25 acre site currently has detailed 
planning permission for a 1.5 storey architect designed 
house with large expanses of glazing to allow maximum 
enjoyment of the far reaching views.

Main Street, Tobermory

OIRO £85,000

• Semi-detached cottage
• 2 Bedrooms / 1 Bathroom
• Central location close to 

Tobermory Harbour
• Excellent holiday let 

potential
• In need of some 

modernisation
• EPC Rating D - (58)

Portmore Cottage offers an excellent opportunity to 
purchase a centrally located traditional cottage situated 
just meters from Tobermory’s harbour and bustling Main 
Street.

12 Riverside Court, Tobermory

OIEO £110,000

• Modern ground fl oor fl at
• 2 Bedrooms / 

1 Bathroom
• Move in condition
• Factored Development
• EPC Rating - D(68)

1 Riverside Court - A modern and spacious ground 
fl oor fl at in a modern development in Tobermory. This 2 
bedroom fl at forms part of a small block of 4 fl ats at the 
top of the Riverside Court development.

Brackenfi eld, Lochdon, Isle Of Mull
Features:
• Modern Detached House
• 3 Bedrooms / 3 Bathrooms + WC
• Mature garden
• Excellent B&B potenti al
• Located close to Craignure ferry terminal
• EPC Rati ng - D(57)

Descripti on:
Brackenfi eld is a spacious 3 bedroom 
detached house in the popular village of 
Lochdon on the Isle of Mull.

Rooms:  Hall - Lounge - Kitchen/Diner 
Uti lity Room - Dining Room - 3 Bedrooms 
(all ensuite)  - Downstairs WC - Garage

OIRO £295,000
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The number of new homes registered to be 
built in the UK has topped 156,000 in 2015 
- a continued increase of 7% on the previous 
year, new NHBC fi gures have revealed.

7% year-on-year increase in NHBC new 
home registrations

156,140 new homes registered - represent-
ing 8 year high

75% more new homes registered in 2015 
than in 2009

In total, 156,140 new homes were registered 
by NHBC in 2015 - compared to 146,359 in 
2014. The fi gures show NHBC registered 
75% more new homes in 2015 than it did at 
the time of the housing crash in 2009.

Private sector registrations increased by 
7% (118,611 in 2015; 110,674 in 2014), with 
the public sector increasing by 5% (37,529 
in 2015; 35,685 in 2014). The fi gures also 
showed that NHBC registered 75% more new 
homes in 2015 than it did at the time of the 
housing crash in 2009.

Continuing the trend from 2014, the 
number of detached homes registered over 
the last 12 months (42,173) is the highest 
for over a decade. Additionally, the number 
of semi-detached homes registered in 2015 
(35,423) is the highest in more than 20 years 
(36,757 in 1994).

NHBC's latest data also revealed that the 
majority of UK regions experienced notable 
growth on 2014 levels, with the Eastern 
region (+23%), North West (+16%) and Scot-
land (+15%) leading the way.

The East Midlands (+12%), South West 
(+9%) and West Midlands (+9%) also en-
joyed a positive year, as did Northern Ireland 
(+30%) although this was from a relatively 
low base.

London is still leading the way in the num-
ber of new home registrations. Although the 
2015 fi gure of 25,994 registrations is down 
9% on the record 2014 total of 28,518, 2015 
saw the third highest number of registrations 
on record. Yorkshire & the Humber is down 
13% on 2014 and Wales is down 2% on 2014.

As the leading warranty and insurance 
provider for new homes in the UK, NHBC's 
registration statistics are the lead indicator 
of the health of the country's new homes 
market. For over 80 years, NHBC has been 
committed to driving up quality and raising 
standards in house-building and enjoys an 
80% plus market share in UK new home 
warranties.

Commenting on the annual statistics, 
NHBC Chief Executive Mike Quinton, said: 
"We are pleased to report that 2015 was a 
year for continued housing growth in the 
UK. Both the public and private sectors have 
performed well and we have seen encour-
aging levels of house-building across most 
regions of the country.

"The detached home continues its resur-
gence, with our fi gures showing that house 

NHBC reports 
continued house-building 
growth in 2015

To advertise in the West Coast PROPERTY GUIDE please call our sales team on 01631 568000
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builders are building the highest num-
ber of detached properties for over a 
decade, with semi-detached homes 
also at their highest level in more than 
20 years.

"There is still a way to go before we 
are building the levels of new homes 
that were seen before the economic 
downturn, but 2015 represents con-
solidation on the growth seen over the 
last three years.

"As always, NHBC's mission is to 
ensure construction quality of the 
very highest standard in new homes 
and this emphasis on quality remains 
unwavering ¿ particularly during such 
periods of increased activity and pro-
duction that we have seen over recent 

years."
NHBC UK statistics for 2015 show 

that:
In 2015 the number of registrations 

was 156,140, a 7% increase on last 
year (146,359). Of these:

Private sector registrations in 2015 
increased by 7% (118,611), compared 
with the same period in 2014 (110,674).

Public sector registrations in 2015 
increased by 5% (37,529) when com-
pared to 2014 (35,685). 

NHBC's role is to support the in-
dustry in maintaining and improving 
the build quality of new homes for 
homebuyers, whilst providing the 
benefi t of its 10-year Buildmark war-
ranty protection, when required.

NHBC does this through a wide 
range of activities, from standards 
setting through technical support to 
warranty and insurance.

NHBC is a non-profi t distributing 
organisation with no shareholders. 
It invests any surplus into activities 
that improve new homes further, in 
particular through its research arm, 
the NHBC Foundation.

NHBC is the leading warranty and 
insurance provider for new homes in 
the UK. NHBC's ten-year Buildmark 
warranty covers around 80 per cent 
of new homes built in the UK, having 
covered nearly eight million homes 
since it began and currently protecting 
around 1.6 million homes.

See our new

West Coast 
PROPERTY GUIDE
website at 
www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk



CHIMNEY SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Doors &  WindowsGarage Doors
GRP/Flat Roofs

Carports and Door canopies

Roofl ine 
Fascias, Soffi ts & Gutters

Replacement Sealed Units 

Conservatories/Porches

TEL 01631 720074 or 07776402550
sales@homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage   
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE
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PAINTING & DECORATINGHOME IMPROVEMENTS

STATIONERY

WANTED
DO YOU OR YOUR COMPANY HAVE VEHICLE(S) 

YOU ARE LOOKING TO DISPOSE OF?
WE BUY ALL 4X4'S AND COMMERCIAL TYPE VEHICLES

(OTHER VEHICLES, CARS, PLANT, MACHINERY CONSIDERED)
ANY AGE, MAKE, MODEL, MILEAGE OR CONDITION

SINGLE VEHICLES TO YOUR ENTIRE FLEET PURCHASED
WE COME TO YOU AND CAN DO SAMEDAY COLLECTION 

AND PAYMENTS
FOR FAST RESPONSE AND A HASSLE FREE SERVICE

CALL ONE OF OUR TEAM NOW
0800 002 9966

WE COLLECT ANYWHERE IN SCOTLAND

£££££££ £££££££

VEHICLES WANTED
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£WEST COAST CLASSIFIEDS
www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk BUY

LOCAL SELL
LOCAL TRADE

LOCAL SWAP
LOCAL £

Advertise your unwanted items in The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk. Simply use the coupon on this page or visit the website and input your details there.

FREE LISTINGS FOR ITEMS UNDER £100

Thank you to my wonderful family 
and friends for organising my 

surprise soiree and making my 70th 
Birthday such a memorable occasion

The numerous cards and presents 
were very much appreciated

Catherine Campbell

THANK YOU!

PERSONALS ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTABLES

OLD LITHOGRAPH 
PRINTS Oban and 
surrounding area.  Black 
and white and some 
colour in various sizes.  
Framed and in excellent 
conditions.  prices start at 
£10,  £ Telephone 01631 
564578.

SYLVAC HYANCITH 
PATTERN oval vase in 
cream colour, impressed 
base and still has Sylvac 
Label, excellent con-
dition,  £10 Telephone 
01631 564578.

 AUDIO EQUIPMENT
2.1 SURROUND 
SOUND trust manufac-
turer, 30 watts, made 
for tablets, PC, laptops. 
powered by USB port. 
Good condition (Camp-
beltown),  £20 Telephone 
07577 222019.

 BABY EQUIPMENT
NEW MAMAS AND 
PAPAS Harrows, still fl at 
pack, cot bed in white. 
Part of 3 piece suite, cot 
bed not required L143 
W78 H98 Argos 1 yr 
warranty incl,  £99.99 
Telephone 01631 569534.
BABY WELT TWIN 
PUSHCHAIR 5 point 
harness, linked brakes. 
Includes raincover, shop-
ping basket, detachable 
hood. Immaculate clean 
condition. Blue colour,  
£60 Telephone 07840 
885812.
COT MATTRESS depth: 
120cm, width: 60cm, 
height: 14cm. In very 
good condition. Comes 
with 1x cotton fi tted 
sheet,  £20 Telephone 
07840 885812.
LINDAM EXTENDING 
METAL Safety Gate, the 
smallest opening is 62cm 
and the largest opening 
is 102cm. White colour,  
£5.50 Telephone 07840 
885812.
MAXI COSI PRIORI 
SPS GROUP 1  Car Seat, 
suitable for 9months-
4yrs, 9-18kg, side pro-
tection system, 4 recline 
position, belt hooks, 
brown(cave) colour. Im-
maculate condition,  £60 
Telephone 07840 885812.

 BICYCLES
BICYCLE CHILD 
CARRIER - Hamax 
Smiley as new used once. 
Additional bike mount for 
use with 2 bikes. Fixes on 
seat post, 3-point seat belt 
etc, location Oban,  £30 
Telephone 07840 892077.

 BUILDING / DIY
VENTED CHIMNEY 
CAP clay terracotta 7 
inches in diameter, as 
new,  £12 Telephone 
01631 565142.

 CAR ACCESSORIES
HONDA ROOF BICY-

CLE HOLDER  (MB622) 
brand new. Fits Honda. 
Manufacture code: 
08L07TA1600BS,  £40 
Telephone 07840 885812.

 CLOTHES, SHOES 
AND ACCESSORIES

HOLY COMMUNION 
DRESS gorgeous holy 
communion dress worn 
once has been dry cleaned 
fi t small frame age 7/8 
years cost £200,  £50 
Telephone 07748 574770.
LADIES OUTFIT Phase 
Eight outfi t dress, jacket, 
shoes bag. Fastenator 
size14/16 worn once dress 
(taupe jacket and acces-
sories dusky pink),  £30 
Telephone 07748 574770.
PLUS SIZE LADIES 
CLOTHING size 20 - 24, 
lovely going out dresses, 
skirts, tops, coats and 
trousers, £50 the lot.  
Campbeltown.  Telephone 
07928 529612.

 COMPUTERS AND 
GAMES

EPSON STYLUS SX130 
series printer used twice,  
£20 Telephone 01631 
562750².

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

ARGOS VALUE SILVER 
FRIDGE  free standing, 
neat appliance suitable 
for small kitchen/single 
person.  3  shelves each 
compartment.  Great 
condition, 18 months 
old,  £50 Telephone 01852 
316053.
DISHWASHER Bosch 
Classixx in good working 
order. Free for the taking 
away. Telephone 07786 
812887.
FRIDGE FREEZER Lec 
T5039 Fridge Freezer. 
One year old, excellent 
condition,  £49 Telephone 
01631 566584.

 DOMESTIC PETS
COLLIE PUPS FOR 
SALE hand reared, of 
excellent bitch, dogs and 
bitches.  Telephone 01631 
760213.

 FIREARMS
GUN CABINET 4Gun 
Cabinet. Ext.Dimen-
sions1250H X 255W X 
230D (mm) Two 7 lever 
locks. BS7558/92 stand-
ards. Foam gun divider. 
Powder coat fi nish,  £69 
Telephone 01586 551658.

 FURNITURE
2 X 3 DRAWER white 
chest of drawers,  £15 
each Telephone 01631 
562750.

BOOKCASE mahogany 
colour. W36” H37” D11”. 
Adjustable shelves. (ex 
Mathesons).  Good con-
dition,  £40 Telephone 
01631 710508.
BOOKCASE white,  £5 
Telephone 01631 562750.
COFFEE TABLE wood 
with 2 glass panels in 
top and bottom shelf 53” 
x23” x 16” high,  £40 
Telephone 01631 562750².
EXTENDING PINE 
TABLE and 6 chairs.  
Good condition,  £500 
Telephone 01397 704658.
LEATHER green arm-
chair, Lochgilphead area,  
£25 Telephone 01546 
606252.
LIVING ROOM UNIT 
black wood, glass doors, 
two drawers, curved at 
top, German make,  £50 
Telephone 01631 562588.
PARKER KNOLL Arm-
chair, green, Lochgilphe-
ad area,  £90 Telephone 
01546 606252.
SINGLE BED very good 
condition, rarely used 
(ex Matheson’s),  £50 
Telephone 07492 859094.
SOFA BED metal frame, 
width 204cms, camel 
coloured, washable 
covers. Tarbert area,  £80 
Telephone 0774 8978666².
STAG MINSTREL 
DRESSING TABLE Stag 
minstrel (DARK WOOD) 
dressing table with 5 
drawers, triple mirror 
and dressing stool. All 
in good condition. Buyer 
collect,  £40 Telephone 
01631 563507.
THREE PIECE SUITE 
large, surplus to require-
ments, (unmarked con-
dition), Free.  Telephone 
07940 797459.
TV STAND black glass 
up to 50” TV.  Excellent 
condition as seen in Ar-
gos,  £50 ono Telephone 
01631 562588.

 GARDEN
B&Q CASCADING 
BARREL WATER Fea-
ture, new still in box nev-
er used,  £20 Telephone 
01631 562272.
FREE GARDEN SHED 
6’ x 4’ plastic garden 
shed, serviceable but 
requires minor repairs. 
Free for collection. Phone 
Fred. Telephone 01631 
720057.

 HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

PEARLISED PAPER 
& CARD White, Blue 
& Pink colours in stock 
available in A3/A4/A5 
sizes, from 13p per sheet. 
Contact Krisp Print.  
Telephone 01586 554975.

 HOME 
ENTERTAINMENT

FREESAT BOX Good-
mans, model num:GF-
SAT101SD, picture on 

internet search engine, 
standard defi nition with 
remote control, excellent 
cond,  £20 Telephone 
07577 222019.

 HOME FURNISHINGS
HEADBOARD double 
4’6”, brown faux leather, 
Ex. cond,  £40 Telephone 
01631 710508.
TABLE & SIDEBOARD 
Round solid table 4ft 
dia, extends 5ft, side-
board with glass display 
& drinks unit & lots 
storage, sell together or 
separate.,  £95 Telephone 
01631 570884.
TOLEDO RUG excep-
tional quality, deep pile 9’ 
x 6’.  Green/cream/little 
pink.  Cost £269(receipt 
available) as new,  £99.99 
Telephone 01631 562750².

 HOME OFFICE
WOODEN FILING 
CABINET beech colour, 
h63cm, w45cm, d39cm,  
£24.99 Telephone 01631 
565142.

 LEISURE AND 
LIFESTYLE

BABYLISS ELECTRIC 
HOTSTIX in carry case,  
£20 Telephone 01631 
562750².
BRAUN UNIVER-
SELLE CORDLESS Tong 
and brush, gas.  Brand 
new, still boxed,  £10 
Telephone 01631 562750².

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS, featuring 
spectacular photography 
of some of our most sce-
nic lochs, rivers, beaches 
and mountains. Places in-
clude: Stirling, Fort Wil-
liam, Glencoe, Aberdeen, 
Isle of Skye, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, Loch Lomond, 
Kelso, Aviemore, Forfar, 
Rum and Eigg, Shetland, 
Glentrool and Dryburgh. 
Always a popular gift 
for family and friends at 
home or abroad. Order 
on-line at www.scottish-
calendars.co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALEN-
DAR, fabulous views 
of the West Highlands 
portrayed in this handy 
and conveniently sized 
calendar. Places include: 
Inveraray, Appin, Oban, 
Seil, Isle of Mull, Camp-
beltown, Tarbert, Machr-
ihanish, Fort William.  
Ideal for home offi ces or 
as a gift. Order on-line at 
www.scottishcalendars.
co.uk

 MISCELLANEOUS
CARDBOARD BOX-
ES and Bubble Wrap.  
Ideal for house move or 

storage.  Free to uplift, 
Tarbert area.  Telephone 
07748 978666².

 MOBILE AND HOME 
TELEPHONES

GIGASET CORDLESS 
PHONE lots of features,  
£10 Telephone 01631 
562750².

 MOBILITY
WALKING FRAME 3 
wheeled with shopping 
bag,  £20 Telephone 
01631 562750².
WHEELCHAIR self 
propelled(wheel rims) 
slightly rusty.  Free to a 
good home. Telephone 
01631 562750².

 MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

CASIO ELECTRIC 
CTK1200  Keyboard, 
complete with stand, 
Casio music book, Orig-
inal box. Excellent,  £70 
Telephone 01852 314021.

 OUTDOOR SPORTS 
EQUIPMENT

DUNLOP GOLF CLUBS 
new and unused. Set of 
irons, metal woods and 
black stand bag, bargain 
at,  £70 Telephone 01631 
564578.

 PET ACCESSORIES
HAMSTER CAGE 
hamster cage hardly used 
comes with water bottle, 
hide and mineral lick,  
£10 Telephone 01631 
562272.
JUWEL VISION 260 
AQUARIUM plus 
cabinet,  black ,120cm x 
48 cm X 140 cm.  Dual 
lighting ,silk plants and 
ornaments.  Good con-
dition,  £99 Telephone 
01546 605251.

HOHNER 
ACCORDION

Virtuola III, 
excellent condition, 

plays well.

£350ONO
Telephone

07787 841307

 POULTRY
PULLETS Skye pure 
pullets, black or brown.  
Telephone 01470 572213.

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

PAPER & CARD A4/A3 
size, sold in reams or by 
the box, ideal for copiers, 
lasers and fax machines. 
Contact Krisp Print.  
Telephone 01586 554975.
RAFFLE TICKETS For 
your prize draw, num-
bered and perforated to 
your requirements. From 

Krisp Print.  Telephone 
01586 554975.

 TOYS AND GAMES
FOLDABLE POOL 
TABLE  BCE pool 
table,  140cm x 70cm , 
folds upright for easy 
storage . Comes with 
cues and balls. Good 
condition.  £30 Telephone 
01546605251.
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GRADUATION

fraserdownie.43@gmail.com

RUTH BOWMAN
Daughter of Douglas and Jenny Bowman, Biggar, grand-

daughter of Mary Bowman and the late Ian Bowman, 
Tobermory, and Cathie Craig and the late Rennie Craig, 

Roberton, graduated from Glasgow Caledonian University 
with a Bachelor of Nursing, Paediatrics.  Ruth has taken up 

a post in the Schiehallion Unit at the Children’s Hospital 
Glasgow.

The Oban Times

THE REGIONAL 
NEWSPAPER FOR THE 
WEST HIGHLANDS, 
ISLANDS AND ARGYLL

The Oban Times is the best-
selling weekly newspaper in the 
Highlands and is distributed via 
1742 newsagents every week

Lochavullin Industrial Estate,
Crannog Lane, Oban,
PA34 4HB
Tel: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001
www.obantimes.co.uk

& West Highland Times
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MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

CHARITY DONATIONSCONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing 
of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part 
and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, 
books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British 
Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
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“Stand sure that we will look after you and your family”. 
For all enquiries, call: 01877 330398

Email: info@anderson-funerals.co.uk
www.anderson-funerals.co.uk

Funeral Home, Glenartney Road, Callander, FK17  8EB.

We are proud to offer a 24 hour caring and personal service to the local community.
We are pleased to offer Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans.                  

“Creating a peace of mind for you and your family”
A wide range of memorial stones are available. 

We can also clean and add further inscription to existing family memorials.

Andrew Anderson & Sons
FUNERAL DIRECTORS Est. 1969

LOSS happens to everyone 
at some time.  Most people 
expect this to happen later on 
in life, perhaps to an elderly 
relative, and loved ones have 
an idea that they are going 
to be faced by loss. But even 
though they know a loved 
one is dying, when it happens 
it comes as a great shock, 
and they are overwhelmed 
by unexpected feelings. 
And sometimes the loss of 
a loved one is sudden and 
unexpected.

Research has shown 
that in order to grieve in a 
healthy way, those su� ering 
bereavement need to spend 
time grieving for the person 

and somehow continue to live 
and to function. If a person 
spends all of his time grieving 
and not engaging with life, 
or all his time pushing the 
grief away, he may have 
trouble moving forward and 
recovering.

� e funeral can be one of 
the most important parts 
of the grieving process. � e 
funeral o� ers a chance to 
say goodbye while sharing 
memories, experiences and 
anecdotes with friends and 
family - a true celebration 
of a person important to so 
many. Funeral directors will 
take care of the practical 
arrangements and guide 

the bereaved through the 
selection of � owers, music 
and order of events. 

Grief counselling can help 
make the bereavement process 
a bit easier.  Sometimes it is 
helpful to talk to someone 
outside of the circle family 
and friends. A counsellor 
can help make sense of and 
help to normalise feelings. 
In addition, bereavement 
groups can help one through 
the process by providing an 
outlet to talk about di�  cult 
feelings, while acting a social 
hub for those who have 
something in common. 

Ursuline Support Services shares tips for 
those coping with bereavement.

1. Talk about your loss 
with friends, family or 
a professional. Grief is a 
process, not an event.

2. Grief is work, requiring 
time and energy. � e 
memories, meanings and 
ful� lled needs provided by 
the lost loved one take time 
to work through.

3. Let yourself enter the 
emotions of grief. Grievers 
tend naturally to avoid the 
painful emotions. Losing 
someone close to you 
means you deserve to allow 
yourself to feel all your 
emotions – sadness, anger, 
intense longing, guilt and 
others.

4. Resume your life but 
leave time and space for 
grieving. Life marches on 
for the living. But try to 
resist the temptation to 

“throw yourself” into work 
or other diversions.

5. Take care of yourself. 
You have been wounded. 
6. Something very valuable 
and dear has been taken 
away from you. Give 
yourself time and space to 
begin healing. Get enough 
rest. Eat nourishing food. 
Give yourself a break.

7. Resist the temptation 
to use alcohol or drugs to 
numb your pain. � ese can 
interfere with the grieving 
process by delaying it or 
covering it up. 

8. Consider seeking out 
other grievers. Someone 
who has also been through 
grief can empathize with 
you, and vice versa. 

9. Don’t feel obligated to 
join groups if they are not 

for you. � e grief process 
is highly individual. Some 
people prefer solitude or 
re� ection rather than group 
work. Do what feels right 
for you.

10. Don’t neglect your 
own health. Grieving 
puts a heavy burden of 
stress on your body. It can 
disturb sleep patterns, 
lead to depression, weaken 
your immune system, and 
worsen medical problems 
that had been stable, such 
as high blood pressure. 

11. Get help for severe 
or persistent depression. 
Someone once said: “grief 
is not a disease but it can 
become one.” Grief can 
lead to serious depression. 
Consider getting 
professional help if you feel 
overwhelmed, hopeless, or 
helpless. 

Coping with bereavement

BIRTHS
JOHNSTON - At Oban Hospital 
on Wednesday January 27, 2016 
to Tommy and Alice (née Miller) 
a son, Brodie Miller Johnston, a 
little brother for Bella. Thanks to 
midwives Kirsteen and Mairead.

ENGAGEMENTS
MACINTYRE - O’FARRELL 
- Both families are delighted to 
announce the engagement of 
Fiona, daughter of Duncan and 
Rosemary, Kilmore to Derek, 
son of Eamon and Betty, Dublin.

DEATHS
BEGBIE - (née Hoey). 
Peacefully at home, after a 
short illness and with her 
family around her, Catherine 
Begbie (née Hoey), beloved 
wife of Gerard, dear mother 
to Catherine, Aileen and Ian, 
mother-in-law to Charlie, Ian 
and Sandra, cherished granny to 
Ryan, Sean, Niamh, Olivia, Alex 
and Archie.  R.I.P.
BLACK - Suddenly but 
peacefully at Muirton House, 
Blairgowrie on Sunday January 
31, 2016, Bill Black, bandleader 
and ex Bremner Black & Co, 
dearly loved and cherished 
husband of Anne, muched loved 
dad of Kate, Robert and Duncan, 
devoted grandad of Kieren, 
Taylor and Anna, a dear brother 
and uncle and a good friend to 
many. Bill’s funeral took place in 
Dunkeld Cathedral on Tuesday, 
February 9.
DOUGLAS - Peacefully, after a 
short illness on January 24, 2016 
at St Brendan’s Hospital, Isle of 
Barra, Cathy, (née MacIntyre), 
aged 76. Beloved wife of the late 
Duncan and much loved mother, 
grandmother, GG, sister and 
aunt.
IVES - Peacefully at Belford 
Hospital, Fort William on 
Sunday February 7, 2016 Charles 
(Chubby) Ives, aged 95 years.  
Much loved father, father-in-
law, grandpa and great grandpa. 
Funeral service at Keil Church, 
Lochaline on Monday February 
15 at 1 pm.
MACKINNON - Peacefully at 
home surrounded by his family 
on January 30, 2016, Colin 
MacIntyre MacKinnon, age 87 of 
no. 4 Kilkenneth, Tiree. Beloved 
husband of Jessie, much loved 
father of Hugh and Catherine 
Ina, father-in-law of Margaret, 
loving papa to Jennifer, Colin 
and Hugh and great-grand papa 
to Reuben. Sadly missed.
MACLAINE - At home on 
January 23, 2016 aged 82 years, 
Morag MacLaine, Harperfi eld, 
Dervaig, Isle of Mull. Loving 
mother and sister, sadly missed. 
Funeral was held at Kilmore 
Church Dervaig on Tuesday, 
January 9, 2016.
MASON - Peacefully at home 
on February 7, 2016, in his 80th 
year, Bill, beloved husband to the 
late Christine, much loved dad to 
Hazel, John, Lorna and father-

in-law to John, Ian and Karen, 
devoted seanair to Kayleigh, 
Caley, Cara and Christina, a dear 
brother, uncle and friend to many.  
Funeral will take place from St. 
Modan’s Church, Benderloch on 
Friday February 12 at 10.00 am, 
thereafter to Achnaba Cemetery.  
Family fl owers only please.  
Retiring collection/donations if 
desired for Friends of the Beatson.
McCULLOCH - Robert (Bertie), 
died peacefully at Forth Valley 
Royal Hospital, Larbert on January 
31, 2016, aged 89. A dearly loved 
dad, grandpa and great-grandpa, 
Bertie will be sorely missed by his 
family and friends.
McGREGOR - Peacefully at 
Victoria Hospital, Kirkcaldy 
on Friday February 5, 2016. 
Elizabeth (Beth) Henderson 
McGregor (née Smith), aged 87 
years, beloved wife of the late A. 
Murray McGregor, much loved 
aunt and great-aunt. Who will 
be sadly missed. Private family 
service upon Beth’s wishes.
PORTER - Peacefully, but very 
suddenly on February 2, 2016 at 
her home, Flora (Patsy), beloved 
wife to Dick and cherished 
mother to Dixie. Forever in our 
hearts.
SHIELDS - Peacefully 
at his home 20 Dee Walk, 
Kirkcudbright on Saturday  
February 6, 2016 James Broll 
Shields (Jimmy). A much loved 
dad and a loving papa.
Funeral service will take place 
at Roucan Loch crematorium, 
Dumfries on Monday February 
15 at 1.00 p.m. All friends 
respectfully invited. Family 
fl owers only please but, if 
desired, donations for the 
Fishermens Mission and Marie 
Curie, will be accepted at service 
or by Osborne, 41 Castle Street, 
Kirkcudbright, DG6 4JD. Will be 
missed by all.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
GALLOWAY - Ella, Elma and 
Sandra would like to express their 
sincere thanks to relatives, friends 
and neighbours for the many 
kind expressions of sympathy by 
way of cards, telephone calls and 
fl owers received in the recent sad 
loss of Bill and for their attendance 
at Achnaba. Special thanks to the 
staff at Lynn of Lorne Care Home 
for care and attention shown to 
Bill during his stay there and the 
devoted, loving care shown to 
Bill during his last few days; to 
Rev Jeff McCormick and Norman 
Nicolson for their contribution 
to the service of celebration and 
thanksgiving held at Achnaba 
and to Mr Chris Holden at the 
graveside at Campbeltown. 
Grateful thanks to Kenneth Blair, 
Campbeltown for his sensitive 
and effi cient handling of funeral 
arrangements at North Connel 
and Campbeltown. Thanks to the 
Lochnell Hotel, North Connel and 
The Ardshiel, Campbeltown for 
providing us with lovely lunches. 
The family also thank everyone 
who very generously donated 
£400 to Alzheimer Scotland.

LYNN - Colin, Kate, Norie and 
their families would like to thank 
everyone most sincerely for the 
love and support shown to them 
in the recent sad loss of Winnie, 
a most loving wife, sister, aunt 
and great-aunt. Thanks to the 
Rev. Alan Lamb for his uplifting 
service and to the ladies for 
their fl oral arrangements in 
the church. Thanks to all those 
friends and relatives from near 
and far who were at the service 
and the graveside and those who 
sent fl owers, cards and letters. 
Thanks to Margaret and her 
helpers for the catering after 
the interment. Thanks to all the 
nurses and doctors who attended 
Winnie over the many years of 
her illness. Finally, thanks to 
John McLellan Funeral Directors 
for their very caring and helpful 
funeral arrangements and their 
support on the day.
MACFADYEN - Angus and 
family of the late Marion 
MacFadyen wish to thank friends 
and relatives from near and far 
for their kind expressions of 
sympathy and support by way 
of cards, phone calls, visits and 
fl owers. Thank you to all doctors 
and carers who helped care for 
Marion at home and in hospital. 
To Rev. Chris Fulcher for a 
comforting service in church and 
at a windswept graveside. Special 
thanks to all at D&A Munn for 
their caring and effi cient funeral 
arrangements. Thank you to the 
Royal Hotel for catering. The 
retiral collection was £1,026 
shared by Marie Curie Care and 
Dementia Local Branch.
MACKELLAR - Tom and 
family would like to thank all 
relatives, friends and neighbours 
for their kind expressions of 
sympathy in the form of cards, 
fl owers, phone calls and visits, 
following the recent sad loss 
of Violet.  Also, to all who 
attended the funeral service at 
St. Modan’s, with special thanks 
to Rev. Jeff  McCormick for a 
very comforting service, to Ian 
MacInnes at D & A Munn, for the 
effi cient funeral arrangements, to 
Angus MacColl for his piping 
and to the Lochnell Arms Hotel 
for their hospitality.  Grateful 
thanks also, to the staff at Lynn 
of Lorne Nursing Home, for their 
dedicated care and thanks to all 
who contributed to the retiring 
collection of £680.24 in aid of 
Alzheimer Scotland.
MACMILLAN - Janet, Bill 
and families wish to thank all 
relatives and friends both near 
and far for the kindness and 
sympathy shown to them by 
way of cards, fl owers, visits and 
calls following David’s (Herc) 
death. Heartfelt thanks to all at 
Glasgow Royal Infi rmary ICU 
for the support, love, care and 
attention shown to both Herc and 
the family. They could not have 
done more. Also thanks to Dr. 
Michael Boyle and staff, Lorn 
Medical Centre for Herc’s care 
over the years. Grateful thanks 
to all at D & A Munn for their 

professional and effi cient funeral 
arrangements and for young Ian’s 
kindness and support in helping 
make Herc’s funeral unique. 
Many thanks to Rev. Dugald 
Cameron for a warm, comforting 
service and his visits which were 
much appreciated. Thanks also 
to The Royal Hotel for providing 
the funeral tea. Thank you for 
the many who attended both the 
church and Pennyfuir on such a 
wild day. The retiring collection 
raised £489.66 which has been 
shared between RNLI Oban and 
ABCD.

MEMORIAMS
BUCHANAN - In loving 
memory of dear Anne who 
passed away on January 31, 
2015.
Loved and always remembered.
- Auntie Margaret.
CURRIE – Cherished memories 
of Lily who died February 15, 
1989 and Archie who died June 
1, 1998.
Loved and remembered always
- Margaret, Donald and family 
Missed more than words can say
- Mike, London
LAIRD - In loving memory 
of Susan (Oozie) a much 
loved mum and nana who died 
February 14, 2003. Loved and 
remembered always
- The Laird family 
MACCALLUM - Remembering 
Alastair, a dear brother and uncle 
taken on February 11, 2010.
Your resting place I visit and put 
fl owers there with care 
But no-one knows the heartache 
as I turn and leave you there.
Love always
- Wilma and Boys
MACCORMICK - In loving 
memory of a dear husband, dad 
and grampa John, who passed 
away February 11, 2014.
- Iona and family, Heathervale, Mull.

MACDONALD - In loving 
memory of our dear parents, 
Thomas Freeland passed away 
February 12, 1986 and Jessie 
MacKenzie, passed away 
February 7, 1994. Forever in our 
thoughts.
- Inserted by Donald, Neil, Isobel 
and family.
MACGREGOR - In loving 
memory of our dear mum Rhoda 
(Carswell), who passed away on 
February 15, 2013.  Loved and 
remembered every day.
- Linda, Dennis, Kenneth, Flo, 
John and Catherine Ann x
Miss you lots Gran
- Jordan, Eilidh, Erin and Laura xx
MACLEAN - In loving 
memory of our dear mum, 
gran and great gran, Annag 
MacLean, Kinlochleven, passed 
away February 10, 2011 also 
remembering our dad and 
grampa Calum MacLean, who 
passed away May 19, 1984.
Loved and remembered always.
- Ian, Elizabeth and family and 
Roddy, Fiona and family.
MACLEAN – In loving memory 
of my gran Annag MacLean, 
who sadly passed away on 
February 10, 2011. Loved and 
remembered always.
- Christina xx.
MACLEAN - In memory of 
Mary Campbell MacLean who 
died February 8, 2005, a dear 
sister, sister-in-law and auntie.
Those we love don’t go away 
They walk beside us every day
Unseen, unheard but always near
Still loved, still missed and very 
dear.
- Margaret, Archie, Fiona and 
Duncan.
MENZIES - In loving memory 
of Hamish who died February 
10, 2007.  Always in our thoughts
- Betty, Elizabeth, David and 
Isla. 

POULTON - In loving memory 
of my baby grandson and our 
nephew Danny who died on 
February 15, 1992. Always in 
our hearts
- Freena and family, Iochdar, 
Bunessan.
ROBERTSON - Treasured 
memories of a much loved 
husband, father and grandfather 
who passed away on February 
11, 2015.
God called your name so gently 
that only you could hear
No-one heard the footsteps of the 
angels drawing near
Softly from the shadows there 

came a gentle call
You closed your eyes and went 
to sleep
You quietly left us all
Love and miss you always
- Margaret, Anne and Robert.
STEWART - In loving memory 
of Mena who died February 12, 
2002.
Also remembering Jimmy and 
James and loved ones gone 
before and after.
If memories bring us closer 
We are never far apart
For you are always with us
In our thoughts and in our hearts.
- From all the family.



Rugby

Pre-season friendly 
shinty matches

Youth rugby

Shinty

Magnus returns to his rugby roots
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A FORMER Oban High School 
pupil and top professional rugby 
player paid a visit to his old school 
last week.

Ex-Oban Lorne Rugby Club 
player Magnus Bradbury, 20, who 
now plays for Edinburgh Rugby, 
held a meet-and-greet session in 
the school’s assembly hall before 
venturing outside to help coach 
first, second and third year rugby 
enthusiasts.

Magnus said: ‘It’s good to be 
back. I introduced myself to the 
pupils and explained to them how 
I got to where I am.

‘They are where I was 10 years 
ago. In school, my goal was to 
play for Oban Lorne.’

The pupils were then given the 
chance to ask Magnus a variety of 
questions such as what he thinks 
the best and worst thing about 
playing professional rugby.

Magnus said: ‘The best thing 
is getting paid to do what I love 
to do and the worst is waking up 
at 6am and seeing the rain and 
knowing I have to train in that.’

He continued: ‘It’s not a hin-

drance being from Oban, but it is 
more difficult to make it.

‘Nothing will come to you 
unless you work for it. Everything 
is in Glasgow and Edinburgh, so 
you have to travel at some point.’

Murray Hamilton, principal 
teacher of health and well being 
at Oban High School, said: ‘It’s 
nice to have Magnus Bradbury 
come and talk to the boys and it’s 
good to see a former pupil.

‘The main purpose was to let 
the boys see that coming from 
Oban doesn’t prevent you from 
achieving professional status. 

‘Magnus came through the 
Oban High School and Oban 
Lorne teams and if the pupils 
work hard they can achieve any-
thing they want. And this applies 
to any sport.’ Magnus represent-
ed his country in a seven-a-side 
tournament in Dubai and speak-
ing about the experience, he said: 
‘It was amazing to represent 
Scotland, especially in Dubai.’ Magnus gets involved with the training session and helps coach the youngsters. 15_t07Magnus08.

PRESENTATION: Magnus Bradbury, middle, is presented with a tie and a pennant by members of the � rst, second and third year rugby teams. 15_t07Magnus01

Magnus, left, and Oban High School’s Murray Hamilton holding a 
pennant presented by the � rst, second and third year rugby teams. 

15_t07Magnus02

Shuggie MacLeod studies his 
shot

Blair Menzies, seated, Callum Munro, centre and 
Archie Buchanan study form during the open pairs 

competition held at North Connel recently. 
Photos: Kevin McGlynn

Marion Kirkham enjoying her 
� rst-ever night at the bowls.

Sandy Carr - a study in
concentration.

A FATHER and son team were crowned winners of 
the open pairs bowls tournament in North Connel 
after rolling over the competition.

Billy and Fulton Ronald were victorious after a 
hard fought battle in the final against Alistair and 
Angus Dickie, with the Ronalds winning by ‘a 
couple of shots in the end’.

Twenty-six pairs braved the weather to play in the 
event, which started at 6pm and didn’t finish until 
midnight.

Calum Munro and Archie Buchanan received the 
Billiemore Memorial Quaich for the best North 
Connel pair.

Shuggie MacLeod, who helped organise the 
event, said: ‘It was a superb night. Everyone who 
was there enjoyed it and everything went well.

‘It’s nice to be sponsored by the Bank of Scotland 
as it costs us around £600 per year for the hall.’

Indoor bowls

Father and son team bowl them 
over at North Connel open pairs

Answer................................................... ...............................................................
Name..................................................... ................................................................
Address ...........................................................................................................
...............................................................Postcode .................................................
Telephone..............................................Email ......................................................
Winners will be selected at random after the closing date.  The prize is not transferable or redeemable for cash equivalent.  
Tickets do not include travel or parking. The Editor’s decision is fi nal. Photocopied entries will not be accepted. Winners 
may be asked to take part in publicity and may appear in a Wyvex Media publication and website. The competition is not 
open to Wyvex Media and associated company employees and their families. Digital subscribers can enter by printing 
this page and submitting their entry accompanied by a letter explaining that you are a digital subscriber. The closing date 
for entries is midnight, Tuesday February 23, 2016.

WIN!
a place on 
a tall ships 
sailing 
experience

Question: Which device would you most 
commonly use to secure a boat to the sea bed? 
a) Anchor b) Paddle c) Buoy

The Oban Times has teamed up with Maybe Sailing 
to o� er one lucky reader a sailing experience of a 
lifetime.

Can you picture yourself sailing through the Great 
Glens on the Caledonian Canal, hunting for Nessie 
on Loch Ness and exploring Loch Linnhe on board 
a classic tall ship? This could be your chance to 
take your turn on the helm, help hoist the sails or 
sit back, relax and soak up the Scottish sunshine. 
All meals and refreshments are included on this 
amazing voyage.  To � nd out more about Maybe 

Sailing and their range of sailing experiences visit 
www.maybe-sailing.com

For your chance to win a place on this fantastic 
sailing experience from Inverness to Oban, April 
22 to 24 2016, simply answer this easy question, 
complete the form below and post to Sailing Comp, 
The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. 
This hands on experience involves climbing steep 
stairs and sleeping in a shared bunk room. Entrants 
must be physically � t. Entries must be received by 
Tuesday February 23, 2016. 

Worth £250

Inverness to Oban, 
April 22 – 24, 2016.

Saturday February 13
Ballachulish v Taynuilt
Jubilee, Ballachulish
Bute v Kyles Athletic 1sts and 
2nds venue tbc
Caberfeidh 2nds v Lovat 2nds 
Castle Leod, Strathpeffer 
1.00pm throw up
Dunoon v Oban Lorn
Dunoon
Glenorchy v Glengarry
Mart Park, Dalmally
Glenmhor Cup
Lochaber 1st  v Fort William 1st
Spean Bridge Playing Field
Inverness 2nd v Kilmallie 2nd
Bught Park, Inverness
Kilmallie v Oban Camanachd
Canal Park, Caol
Kingussie v Caberfeidh
The Dell, Kingussie
Lochside Rovers v Lochaber
at Ganavan
Lovat v Inverness
at Balgate, Kiltarlity
Newtonmore v Inveraray
The Eilan, Newtonmore
Oban Celtic v Fort William
Oban
Strathglass v Skye
at Cannich
Strathspey v Newtonmore
Grantown
Tayforth v Aberdeen University 
Musselburgh
Uist v Lewis
Uist
Portaferry GAC v Glasgow MA
Portaferry

The father and son team of Fulton and Billy 
Ronald won the North Connel Open Pairs

 Tournament.

OBAN Under 13 rugby teams 
impressed at a friendly festival 
in Kilmarnock on Sunday. Oban 
entered two teams into the 
event boasting an impressive 22 
players.
 Both teams did a fantastic job 
on the day by winning all but 
one game with the loss coming 
against Stewartry RFC.

Oban U13s impress
in Kilmarnock
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Mountain Biking

A PROFESSIONAL trials 
cyclist from Skye, known for 
fearless stunts, has said he would 
consider riding across McCaig’s 
Tower.

Danny MacAskill, 30, has 
racked up more than one 
hundred million views online for 
his street trials biking montages. 

In his latest video, Cascadia, 
Danny flips from building to 
building in a journey across the 
rooftops of Gran Canaria. 

And when filming Way Back 
Home, he performed and filmed 
all over Scotland and at the time 
had a look at the Oban monu-
ment. Danny said: ‘I actually 
had my eye on that [McCaig’s 
Tower] when filming Way Back 
Home – but never got round to 
it. Maybe some day.’

Trials cycling

Fraser joins 
up with top 
racing team

Fraser McGlone
Photo: Dennis Hardley Photography. 

A DOWNHILL mountain biker 
from Appin is the latest addition 
to a professional race team from 
Canada.

Fraser McGlone, 21, who had 
his best season to date in 2015, 
has been signed by Norco Factory 
Racing.

Last year Fraser achieved a 24th 
place finish at the UCI World 
Cup event in Lourdes and a 23rd 
place finish in the Fort William 
event.

He said: ‘This is a huge oppor-
tunity for me and is the perfect 
chance to take my career to the 
next level with the proper backing 
of a professional team.’

The Appin man left to go to 
New Zealand last Wednesday 
for seven weeks to take part in 
a team training camp. While he 
is there he will compete in three 
races. 

Fraser said: ‘It’s amazing to get 
some good quality racing done 
before the World Cup season 
starts.

‘The first of seven World Cup 
rounds is in Lourdes, France, at 
the beginning of April, so this 
will be the best prepared for a 
season I will have ever been.’

MULL Car Club have announced 
that the Rally Time Trial will re-
turn to Fishnish Forest this year, 
after a break from the wooded 
area of nearly 12 years.

The trial will take place on 
Saturday March 12 and will cost 
£150 to enter, with a limit of 40 
entries. 

Drivers will get a minimum of 
four and a maximum of six at-
tempts at the course, which is 1.7 
miles in length and has a series of 
technical aspects.

The event is driver only, but two 
people are allowed to share one 
car.

John Clayton, clerk of the 

Kyokushinkai Karate
THE KYOKUSHINKAI classes started back after a two-week break 
on the January 7. With the upcoming Scottish Open Knockdown 
Championships on February 27 in Glasgow, it was straight back into 
the hard work and preparation.
 The Caledonia clubs have seven fighters entered in this event which 
is growing by the year. The event has fighters entered from eight 
different countries and 15 different associations and has become very 
popular as the first knockdown event each year.
 The tournament is a truly open event which any fighter from any 
organisation can enter (many karate tournaments are only open to 
members of certain groups) and so the winners in each category can 
confidently call themselves the Scottish Open Knockdown Champion.

Club Instructor Iain Rodger is running a knockdown karate train-
ing course on Saturday February 13 which is open to anyone from 
any style or association. The course covers fighting fitness, strength, 
conditioning and knockdown skills.

For course or club details contact Iain Rodger on: iain@ikku.co.uk 
or 07584 166542.

BJJ/MMA
OBAN BJJ held its first seminar of 2016 on Saturday January 16, which 
covered submissions from side control. The Monday classes continue to 
develop fundamentals of BJJ while Tuesday classes are back to doing 
Mixed Martial Arts. Thursday night’s class in Atlantis is ‘no gi’ rolling. 
Friday evenings at the Oban Martial Arts Centre is children’s BJJ 
at 6pm followed by ‘Open Mat’ for adults from 7pm - 8pm. For club 
details contact Coogie Potter on: coogiepots@gmail.com

Shukokai Karate
ARGYLL Martial Arts (incorporating Argyll Shukokai) classes 
continue with coaches Kenny Gray, Flo McBurnie, Andrew Lawson 
and Andrew Buchanan passing on their knowledge to the students.  
For club details contact Kenny Gray: kenni.gray@btinternet.com

Kickboxing
THE SENSHI Do Kickboxing classes continue to flourish with 
club coach Wullie Rodger putting everyone through their paces on 
Wednesdays and Sundays. The club has one fighter entered in the 
Scottish Open Knockdown tournament  on February 27 in Glasgow. 

Sharon Dickison’s ladies only class is proving popular and anyone 
thinking of trying this out should contact Sharon on 07508 726334.

For Kickboxing club general enquiries contact Wullie Rodger on: 
shihanwill@gmail.com

Members of Oban BJJ/MMA are put through their paces at a seminar held last Saturday.

LAST Thursday evening the re-
maining eight sides entered their 
respective Oban Filling Station 
Knock-Out Cup quarter-final 
match-ups full of optimism. 

As last orders were called the 
obligatory cup heartache and 
disenchantment had consumed 
the four losers who joined The 
Wide Mouthed Frog and Glue-
pot, whom had previously exited 
the competition.

The glamour of the cup is the 
perfect tonic to break-up the mo-
notony of the league champion-
ship and with the title challengers 
looking almost preordained, 
provides the only realistic chance 
for those on the periphery of 
lifting silverware.  However, 
with the top four sides currently 
in the table remarkably avoiding 
each other, there was a sense of 
inevitability prior to commence-
ment, with most coupons suitably 
forecast.

Indisputably the tie of the 
round, league pacesetters The 

be looking to string together 
another sequence of victories as 
they challenge on all fronts.

With the top trio entered into 
the upcoming draw, all that was 
left was for Markie Dans A to 
conclude the line-up.  

Markie Dans B was all that 
stood between, but if they were 
under any illusion that their 
Corran Esplanade companions 
were going to concede their own 
ambitions, they were mistaken.  

After inheriting Markie Dans 
A status from the previous dis-
banded outfit, the former B team 
left behind some players that they 
deemed surplus to requirements.

Now those players form the nu-
cleus of the new Markie Dans B, 
solely motivated in proving their 
exclusion by the prima donnas 
was folly on their behalf. 

Bar staff remained impartial 
throughout the evening as the 
players lubricated their throats 
numerous times as cup fever 
gripped the establishment.  In 

Lancaster A were paired against 
their ‘Theatre Of Dreams’ 
compatriots The Lancaster B, 
looking for their rich vein of 
form to continue.  To date The 
Lancaster A have blazed a trail 
of destruction, literally dissecting 
their opponents and leaving 
nothing other than dismembered 
carcasses behind them.  Unless 
sympathetic to the plight of their 
junior comrades, The Lancaster 
A looked like adding another edi-
tion to the growing list of victims.

A combination of the jovial at-
mosphere, a heterogeneous start 
from the favourites and some 
inspired pool from the unfancied 
Lancaster B, saw the latter take 
the early initiative.  Finding 
themselves a couple of games 
to the good and unexpectedly 
flirting with qualification, albeit 
briefly, The Lancaster B regretta-
bly saw the playful nature of the 
match predictably change. 

The Lancaster A response was 
imminent and annihilating as the 

executioners of excellence simply 
showcased their irrefutable 
talent which has slain all before 
them and ran out comfortable 
winners.  This was the second 
time the Lancaster B had felt the 
wrath of their cohabitants this 
season and will not take much 
solace from the fact their paths 
will cross again on league duty 
within the next few weeks.  

The David and Goliath fixture 
of the round was undoubtedly 
The Outreach welcoming OFS 
Cup holders The Lochavullin’s 
Cellar into ‘The Pool Pit’.  With-
out being disrespectful to The 
Outreach, with Storm Imogen 
on the horizon a sighting of 
Noah’s Ark beyond Kerrera was 
a more plausible biblical story 
re-enactment than that of the 
aforementioned.  

Despite the pleasantries the 
visitors were all business and 
simply stalked their less expe-
rienced opponents from the 
offset, praying on the mistakes 

and clinically dispatching the 
plentiful opportunities.  The 
Lochavullin’s Cellar might not 
of marched on two by two but 
they clinched their spot in the 
semi-final just about in time for 
the mid-break delicacies and had 
the luxury of relaxingly scouting 
upcoming league opponents 
Lancaster A.

The Lochnell were back in Com-
bie Street again; on this occasion 
they were the strong favourites, 
as The Lochavullin themselves 
provided the hospitality.  Some 
of North Connel’s finest had to 
atone for the previous week’s 
behaviour prior to the opening 
lag, but their performance was 
far less apologetic.  

Romping all the early doubles 
allowed for a couple of big name 
casualties in the singles section 
before easing themselves into the 
hat for the semi-final draw.  

A satisfactory performance 
from The Lochnell in terms of 
their professionalism, who will 

their preluding league encounter 
honours were even, much to the 
dismay of Markie Dans A who 
let a healthy lead slip away; how 
they would have wished to have 
been in the same position.

Fleetingly aligned at four 
games a piece after winning 
the previous couple of singles, 
Markie Dans A had no answer 
for a purposeful Markie Dans B, 
who reeled off the required three 
games to win for many their own 
cup final.  

Results: OFS Cup Quarter 
Finals - Markie Dans B 7-4 
Markie Dans A; Lancaster A 7-3 
Lancaster B; Outreach 0-7 Lo-
chavullins Cellar;  Lochavullin 
2-7 Lochnell.

Fixture February 11 2016 - 
Lochavullins Cellar v Lancaster 
A;  Outreach v Markie Dans 
A; Gluepot v Lochnell; Markie 
Dans B v Wide Mouthed Frog; 
Lancaster B v Lochavullin.

Oban Filling Station Cup fever grips Oban Pool League

course, said: ‘Because we are 
using forest land we have to pay 
a considerable sum so to make it 
viable we will need many small 
sponsors to help and they will be 
advertised in all our paperwork 
and obviously the more com-
petitors we have the easier this 
burden becomes.

Close proximity
‘With Road Equivalent Tariff 

(RET) in place the cost of getting 
here is significantly reduced and 
also with the close proximity of 
both ferries it will be possible 
to turn up on the first ferries, 
compete on the event and leave 
getting home the same day with 

no need for overnight accommo-
dation.

‘For those who wish to stay 
over the Saturday night is the car 
club’s annual dinner dance at the 
Isle of Mull Hotel which has now 
become a ‘not to miss event’ for 
motorsport friends from near 
and far, so why not bring a car 
with you and make a great day 
of it.’

For more information, visit: 
www.mullcarclub.co.uk or phone 
07765480045 or 07796281379 to 
purchase tickets.

Rallying

Rally time trials to return to 
Fishnish Forest after 12 years

Forest time trials return to Mull on Saturday March 12.

Youth football
LAST weekend’s results: Under 
13s no game; Drumchapel United 
2, Under 14s 11. Scoring for Saints 
were - Aidan MacPhee (3), Aaron 
Mckay (3), Keni Gray (2), Euan 
Finlay, Jamie Forgrieve and Daniel 
Sloss. Under 15s v Loch Lomond, 
postponed; Under 16s no game;  
Milngavie 2, Under 19s 1. Saints 
goalscorer was Inny MacColl.
 Next weekend’s fixures: Under 13s 
v West Park United; Under 14s v 
Westerton; Under 15s v Ardencaple; 
Under 16s v Port Glasgow; Under 
19s no game. 

Stunt cyclist looks 
at McCaig’s Tower

Oban Saints youth 
results and � xtures

Mateusz Grabiec and Jarek Cimuszuk were among those practising 
their moves at the seminar.

Lee Williamson and David Brown, front, and Blake Brown, white suit 
at the back at the Oban BJJ seminar.

Name ............................................................................................
Address ........................................................................................
 ......................................................................................................
 ....................................Tel No. ......................................................

Please 
tape your 
£1 coin 

here

SPOT THE SHINTY BALL
THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £2000
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where you 
think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 
attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of 
your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses 
overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 
20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the 
Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday. No refunds will be given 
for entries received after the deadline.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Offi ce, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are 
delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the 

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The 
fi nal decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition 
null and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make 
full refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has 
entered the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible 
to enter.

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark 
your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The 
Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S 
SHINTY BALL 
WAS HERE. . .

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

J McNulty
Ardtornish
Tayvallich

I May
Pulpit Drive
Oban
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Stirling City                    1
Oban Saints          4
Scottish Cup - 6th Round

Sport
LAST Saturday’s results: Scot-
tish Amateur Cup, 5th round 
- Stirling City 1, Oban Saints 4; 
Premier Division - Campbeltown 
Pupils  v Goldenhill, postponed; 
Premier Division One - Dunoon 
3, Motherwell Thistle 3; Neilston 
v Lochgilphead Red Star, 
postponed; Premier Division 
Two - Tarbert v Rosehill Star, 
postponed.
 This Saturday’s fixtures: 
West of Scotland Cup, 5th 
round - Oban Saints v Colville 
Park; Jimmy Marshall Cup, 2nd 
round - Drumchapel Amateur 
Colts v Campbeltown Pupils; 
Motherwell Thistle v Dunoon; 
Coronation Cup, 1st round - Port 
Glasgow v Dunoon Athletic; 
Premier Division One - Busby v 
Lochgilphead Red Star.  

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday February 11, 2016 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons recently installed by North West Marine at Kyle Lochboisdale for visiting yachts  

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 01.23 0.4 07.27 4.2 13.50 0.5 19.35 3.9
Fri 02.05 0.4 08.06 4.0 14.32 0.6 20.15 3.5
Sat 02.51 0.6 08.49 3.8 15.18 0.8 20.58 1.2
Sun 03.40 0.8 09.36 3.5 16.10 1.1 21.47 3.3
Mon 04.38 1.1 10.35 3.2 17.10 1.3 22.49 3.0
Tues 05.46 1.4 12.11 3.0 18.19 1.5  **.**  *.*
Wed 00.25 2.9 07.06 1.5 14.05 3.0 19.35 1.6
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

8 4

3

Thursday Cloudy
 Winds light easterly
 Temperatures -1°C to 5ºC.
Friday Sunny intervals
 Winds light easterly
 Temperatures -1°C to 4ºC.

Weekend Cloudy on Saturday
Outlook Cloudy on Sunday
 Winds moderate easterly
 Temperatures -1ºC to 4ºC.

Scottish Amateur 
Football League 
results and � xtures
Football

A SERIES of Sportshall 
athletics competitions are set 
to take place across Argyll this 
winter.

The next event will be on Mull 
on February 13 at Tobermory 
High School starting at 10.30am.

The date for the Kintyre com-
petition hasn’t been confirmed, 
but it is hoped it will take place 
on February 27 at Campbeltown 
Grammar School.

The Oban area event will 
be held at Atlantis Leisure on 
Sunday March 20.

Each participant will receive 
a medal and additional awards 
will be handed out to the overall 
winner in each age group – 
under 7 years, under 9, under 11, 
under 13, under 15 and under 17.

There will be an entry fee of £2 
per competitor.

Qualifiers from the local area 
competitions will be invited to 
take part in the Argyll Final in 
Oban on Sunday March 20.

Indoor athletics
across Argyll
Athletics

City slickers no match as Saints 
progress to last 16 of Scottish Cup
OBAN Saints marched into the 
last 16 of the Scottish Amateur 
Cup with a convincing win over 
Central Scottish Amateur Foot-
ball League side Stirling City last 
Saturday afternoon.

The match was played at Kings 
Park in the shadow of Stirling 
Castle on a grass park which 
started out soft and deteriorated 
steadily under the incessant rain.

Manager Alex Craik’s run of 
good fortune in being able to 
name the same squad for consec-
utive fixtures ran out with Ross 
Maitland’s non-availability due 
to family commitments forcing a 
reshuffle in the starting line-up.

Allan Mackay kept his place 
after an impressive showing 
against New Farm Loch in the 
West of Scotland Cup with Dean 
Smith getting the nod to replace 
Ross Maitland on the right of the 
front three.

Saints started well playing some 
great football and had the home 
side pinned back in their own 
half straight from the kick off. 

The visitors made the deserved 
breakthrough in the ninth min-
ute after Mackay won a corner 
kick on the Saints right.

Scott Maitland’s in-swinger was 
headed clear but returned imme-
diately by Paul Kerr picking out 
Dean Smith on the right who was 
brought down by Harry Prescott 
giving Saints another dead ball 
opportunity. 

Scott Maitland’s delivery was 
excellent and Craig MacEwan 
forced his way in between Lewis 
McKinlay and Mark Donnelly 
on the six-yard line to power 
a downward header past Ross 
Graham.

City had their first real sight of 
goal in the 24th minute with Scott 
Younger making a good run into 
the box past Dougal Graham 

and picking out Donnelly at the 
back for a powerful header which 
Thomas McCulloch saved well.

Saints immediately broke up 
field with MacEwan making a 
terrific run on the right hitting 
the bye-line and cutting the ball 
back for Donald Campbell to 
tap in from two yards to double 
Saints’ advantage.

On the half-hour mark Saints 
survived a penalty appeal when 
Scott Younger got in behind the 
Saints back four and went down 
under a challenge from McCull-
och. 

The big Saints keeper was 
grateful to receive the benefit of 
the doubt with referee Dennis 
Cotterhill ruling that McCull-
ochhad fairly beaten his man to 
the ball.

Interception
The visitors carved open the 

City defence again in the 42nd  
minute and only a desperate last 
gasp sliding interception from 
Danny MacDonald prevented 
Scott Maitland from adding to 
the scoring. 

Referee Cotterhill brought the 
half to an end and, unusually for 
this level of football, both sides 
retired to the dressing rooms for 
a 10-minute interval giving the 
bedraggled spectators the chance 
to seek out some shelter of their 
own.

City kicked off the second half 
in a more determined fashion 
keeping the visitors in their own 
half but without threatening the 
Saints defence.

MacEwan’s afternoon came to 
a premature end when the heavy 
going finally took its toll on his 
niggling calf injury. 

MacEwan’s departure signalled 
a change of formation for Saints 
with substitute Willie Gemmell 
joining Campbell, Kerr and 
Maitland in the middle of the 
park leaving Mackay and Smith 
up front.

In the 59th minute Campbell 

sent Smith tearing down the right 
wing again this time winning a 
throw in level with the penalty 
spot. 

Gemmell’s long throw was 
flicked on by Mackay and hooked 
goalwards by David McArthur, 
who couldn’t believe his luck 
when McKinlay somehow man-
aged to get back to clear the ball 
off the line just inside the far 
post.

The slippery conditions were 
making things difficult for both 
sets of players but certainly add-
ed to the old fashioned cup tie 
atmosphere. 

In the 69th minute Campbell 
made a good run evading several 
lunging challenges before slip-
ping a low left foot shot inches 
wide of the base of the keeper’s 
right hand post.

City continued to press high up 
the park leaving space behind for 
Saints to break into. In the 72nd 
minute Smith sent Campbell 
racing through the inside right 
channel where he was headed off 
by Danny MacDonald. 

Campbell  refused to give up 
and closed down and dispos-

sessed the tall central defender 
laying the ball back to McArthur 
who swung in a right foot cross 
which deceived everybody and hit 
the far post. 

With 15 minutes remaining 
Dene Cassells replaced Smith 
up front with Dene’s fresh legs 
immediately looking a threat to 
City’s high defensive line. 

Counter attacks
With the clock ticking down, 

City pushed central defender 
MacDonald up front but the 
Saints defence stood firm paving 
the way for a wave of counter 
attacks. 

McArthur led another charge 
up the right wing and picked out 
Gemmell’s run through the inside 
right channel with Gemmell’s low 
shot clipping the outside of the 
Ross Graham’s left hand post 
with the big keeper rooted to the 
spot. 

In the 79th minute Graham was 
on his toes to pull off an excellent 
save from Mackay at the back 
post after he had peeled away 
from McKinlay to volley a McAr-
thur right wing cross net bound. 

Saints profligacy in front of goal 

was punished in the 81st minute 
when MacDonald volleyed home 
from the edge of the Saints box 
finding the bottom corner after 
Saints had only partially cleared 
another lofted long ball from 
Stuart White.

City’s hopes of forcing an equal-
iser were short lived and within 
three minutes Saints restored 
their two-goal advantage. 

Campbell picked out another 
surging run from Cassells, who 
powered into the box and fired a 
shot across the goalkeeper which 
the unfortunate Bryan White slid 
in and turned into his own net.

Manager Craik made his final 
change sending on Keith Millar 
to replace Mackay leaving Saints 
to complete the match with a 
very unfamiliar front pairing of 
Cassells and Keith Millar.

The unlikely lads combined to 
complete the scoring in the 88th 
minute. 

Cassells closed down City 
skipper McKinlay and played in 
Millar racing through the inside 
left channel. 

With just the keeper to beat 
Millar calmly slotted the ball 

inside the keeper’s right hand 
post making the final score 4 - 1 
to Saints. 

Manager Craik was delighted 
with the peformance. 

He said: ‘We played some great 
football. I thought we knocked 
the ball about well on a difficult 
surface. Special mention though 
must go to the defence who hard-
ly put a foot wrong all aftenoon.’ 

Saints now turn their attention 
back to West of Scotland Am-
ateur Cup duty for the visit to 
Oban next Saturday of runaway 
Central Scottish Amateur Foot-
ball League Premier Division 
leaders Colville Park, who 
remain unbeaten this season.

The Motherwell side, reckoned 
to be the best amateur team in 
the country, have the former 
Dumbarton, Clyde, Cowden-
beath and Albion Rovers striker 
Liam Cusak in their ranks along 
with several other players with 
top junior and senior experience 
so this will be a real test for 
Saints on Saturday.

The game will kick-off at 
1.30pm with referee Kevin Nolan 
in charge.

Craig MacEwan, No 8, heads the ball home to open the scoring for Saints in their Scottish Cup tie. Photo and match report: Derek Black

Daniel Cameron slots home Oban Camanachd’s second goal in a 5-0 win over Inveraray in a pre-season friendly 
match held at the Oban community all-weather pitch. Photo: Kevin McGlynn

FOUR Oban High School pupils 
recently competed at the Scottish 
schools indoor championships at 
the Emirates Arena in Glasgow.

Ben Coates from Kilmore won 
a silver medal for second place in 
the O/16s 60 metres hurdles with 
a time of 8.36 seconds with the 
winner fractionally ahead in 8.32. 
Ben ran 8.32 in his qualifying 
heat.

Finbar Dunne was placed 
fourth in the U/16s shot putt 
throwing 12.34 metres.

Sisters Emma and Grace 
Thompson also competed with 
Emma clearing 1.51m in the 
O/16s high jump for ninth place 
and Grace was in the U/16s 
high jump [1.41m] and shot putt 
[8.05m].

Athletics

Oban high pupils 
do well at Scottish 
championships

Oban Lorne get 
back in action
Rugby

OBAN Lorne will hope the 
weather relents to allow their 
home game against bottom of 
the table Garnock to take place 
at Glencruitten on Saturday. 
Kick-off is 2pm.
 Argyll and Bute are also in 
action when they play host to 
Glasgow East. Game likely to be 
at Connel with a 2pm kick-off. 

OBAN Camanachd began preparations for 
Season 2016 with a game against Inveraray 
played on the all-weather pitch at Oban High 
School.

Because the pitch is primarily for football, 
the teams were reduced to 10-a-side and the 
game was split into three half-hour sessions.

In the first session Camanachd took the 
lead through Andrew ‘Papa’ MacCuish. 

Inveraray, who will play in National Division 
One next season, were proving to be a stern 
test for the Premiership side, who scored a 
second goal through Scottish internationalist

Daniel Cameron to give the home side a 
2 – 0 lead after the first session.

The second period proved to be much more 
even with a Lorne Dickie goal separating the 
sides.

With regulars Scott MacKillop and Gary 
MacKerracher unavailable, the defensive trio 
of Gary Lord, James MacMillan and Ross 
MacMillan looked solid at the back especially 
youngster MacMillan, who was outstanding.

In the third and final session two further 
goals from Daniel Cameron completed the 
scoring with youngsters Connor Howe and 
Daniel MacVicar showing much promise in 
the link-up play leading to the goals. Manager 
Ian Hay was pleased with the work-out as the 
season looms although they were missing a 
few regulars.

Oban Camanachd prepare
for new shinty season with 
friendly win over Inveraray

The team played well and the display of 
Connor Howe, Daniel MacVicar and Ross 
MacMillan in particular means competition 
for places in what will be an interesting 
season ahead. The refereeing duties for the 
three sessions were shared by Ian Hay and 
David ‘Bingo’ Robertson.

Next week Oban Camanachd head to Lo-
chaber to take on Kilmallie, who themselves 
missed out on a Premiership spot losing to 
Kingussie in a play-off.

This will be a stern test for the Oban side 
as Kilmallie are favourites to win National 
Division One and return to shinty’s top 
flight. Manager Ian Hay should have a full 
squad to pick from and training sessions 
continue on Tuesdays and Thursdays as the 
countdown to the shinty season continues.

Camanachd face a tough start in the 
Marine Harvest Premiership with games 
against MacTavish Cup winners Glenur-
quart away followed by Celtic Cup winners 
Kyles Athletic at home and then newly 
promoted Skye Camanachd at Portree as 
the Oban club aims for a positive start to the 
season.

Reserve side Lochside Rovers are also 
in action on Saturday when they take on 
Lochaber at Ganavan. 

Shinty
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A BRIDGE should be built 
to replace the Corran ferry, 
residents and a councillor have 
said.

The views were expressed fol-
lowing a decision to increase 
the fares for the crossing by 
two per cent.

It’s the fourth hike in less 
than two years as Highland 
council, operators of the ferry 

THIEVES stole a set of extend-
ing aluminium ladders from 
the Free Church in Kilmallie 
Road, Caol.

The theft took place between 
9pm on February 3 and 8am 
the following day.

Anyone with information 
should contact police on 101.

AN EMPTY house in Glen Etive 
has been broken into and 
damaged.

The incident took place be-
tween 3pm on Friday February 
5 and 10.30am the following 
morning.

Meanwhile, a window of a 
house in Blar Mhor Road, Caol, 
was smashed at around 1.10am 
on Sunday February 7.

Break-in leaves 
house damaged

Fence work closes 
single lane of A82

Ladders snatched 
from Free Church 

Fare price hike prompts call for 
bridge to replace ferry crossing 
CAREN MCPATE
fort@obantimes.co.uk

connecting the Ardnamurchan 
peninsula to mainland Loch-
aber, try to balance the books.

The council’s capital pro-
gramme contains an allowance 
of £8 million for a replacement 
boat in 2022/23.

However, Fort William and 
Ardnamurchan councillor Bri-
an Murphy believes the money 
could be better spent.

He said: ‘There has been a 
long-held aspiration in Ardna-
murchan for a bridge. I think it 

deserves a more detailed and 
complete report.

‘We need to look at the whole 
life cost of a bridge as against 
ferries and replacement ferries 
in the next 80 to 100 years. 

‘It cost £2.9m in 2001 and 
will be £8m in 2022/23, and I 
think it could be £10m. 

‘I think we need to look very 
seriously at a bridge. That to 
me is the way forward for the 
Corran ferry. Get rid of it and 
build a bridge.’

Pedestrians, cyclists and 
disabled drivers receive a free 
service on the ferry.

The fare increase means a 
single journey will rise from £8 
to £8.16 from April 1. A book 
of 30 tickets is also currently 
available for £71.

Campaign group Free Cross-
ing for Corran (FC Corran) 
has fought against fare rises 
and has appealed to the local 
authority to look at other ways 
to balance the books, resulting 

in a meeting in May last year. 
Tony Boyd, chairman of FC 
Corran, said: ‘We’ve not happy 
about the fare increase, but it 
didn’t come as a massive shock.

‘There needs to be a bridge. 
People have to make the cross-
ing to go about their business. 

‘A fixed link would open up 
the area and make it far more 
enterprising.

‘We need to keep the pres-
sure on our local members as 
this is not going away.’

A report before Highland 
Council’s community services 
committee said: ‘Further work 
is required to assess the whole 
life costs of a new fixed cross-
ing against a replacement ferry 
vessel and the council will work 
with HITRANS to secure 
funding for a more detailed 
study into future options. 

‘Further work on the intro-
duction of more flexible fares 
and ticketing hardware will 
also be carried out.’

Fort groups recognised for war memorial work

WORK to erect a 600m fence 
along the A82 trunk road at 
Primrose Bay, a mile north of 
Alt Sigh, begins on Monday 
February 15 until late March. 

A single lane will be closed 
Monday to Friday, with tra�  c 
lights removed at the end of 
each working day. 

Forest Enterprise Scot-
land’s A82 Project apolo-
gises for this and further 
disruption, when it begins 
felling mature trees on the 
hillside above the fence later 
this year.

New restaurant at 
Inverlochy Castle

IT IS better to have a community coun-
cil than not. That is the view of a Spean 
Bridge resident.

John Fotheringham, chairman of 
Spean Bridge, Roy Bridge and Achn-
acarry Community Council, spoke in 
a personal capacity about the recent 
resignation of  Fort William Community 
Council. 

Every member of the group stepped 
down last month saying they were ‘tired 
of being ignored’ by Highland Council.

The same members have formed a new 
group, Fort William First.

Speaking at his own community coun-
cil meeting on Tuesday, Mr Fothering-
ham said: ‘The decision seems counter 
productive. We have had disagreements 

with councillors and Highland Council. 
It’s not perfect and you get upset from 
time to time, but you’re better in than 
out. You can have an influence.

‘Fort William Community Council got 
more than anyone else, such as housing. 
We need housing for Spean Bridge and 
Roy Bridge. They seem to have had a 
crisis of identity. Good luck to them.’

Community councils can still make a difference

THE HARD work of 
community groups to prepare 
the Fort William war memorial 
for the Legion Scotland 
Best Kept War Memorial 
competition 2015 has been 
recognised.

The town’s memorial was 
judged as being the best in its 
category within the Highlands 
and Islands region.

To mark the achievement 
of Highland Council’s Fort 
William community works 

team, Fort William Town Team 
and the local branch of Legion 
Scotland, a ceremony was held 
this week. Certificates were 
presented by Danny Munro, 
president of the local branch, 
to each of the groups involved. 

Prior to the presentation, 
Kevin Lane, branch chairman 
said: ‘We were fortunate to 
have the full backing of the 
council in championing the 
preparation of the memorial. 
The community works team 

provided the manpower and 
the expertise to prepare the 
fabric of the memorial and Fort 
William Town Team played 
a pivotal role in completely 
remodelling the flower bed 
adjacent to it.’

The groups were presented with certi� cates to thank them for their hard work on Fort William’s war memorial.

Lochaber 
job fears 
in meeting 
spotlight

A FEASIBILITY study into building new toilets next to a 
major Spean Bridge tourist attraction is to get under way.

Each year thousands of people visit the bronze statue and 
garden of remembrance at the Commando Memorial, a mile 
outside of the village.

Spean Bridge, Roy Bridge and Achnacarry Community 
Council applied for funding for the study.

A PLEA to encourage yacht and pleasure boat owners to 
make greater use of Highland harbours has been made by a 
councillor. 

Addressing members of the Highland Council’s community 
services committee, Tain councillor Jamie Stone welcomed the 
council’s commitment to increased spending on harbours, but 
added they should be vigorously marketed to potential users.

Tourist attraction toilets a possibility  Encourage sailors to use harbours

TOP CHEFS Albert Roux, his 
son Michel Roux Junior and 
Michel’s daughter Emily are 
to open a new restaurant at 
Inverlochy Castle near Fort 
William later this month.

THE SCOTTISH Govern-
ment called a meeting in Lo-
chaber on Tuesday following 
news of potential job cuts in 
the area.

Minister for business, energy 
and tourism Fergus Ewing 
MSP met with the Highland 
Council leader, chief executive, 
senior officers, local coun-
cillors and representatives of 
the local business community 
and Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise.

Rio Tinto Alcan, which em-
ploys 170 people, is carrying 
out a review of its assets in 
Lochaber and Marine Harvest 
Scotland, which has plants in 
Fort William and Mallaig, is 
cutting 100 jobs.  

Council leader Margaret 
Davidson said: ‘The meeting 
was positive, with good en-
gagement across partners and 
the community.’ 

Director of development and 
infrastructure Stuart Black 
added: ‘Highland Council is 
keen to hear local concerns 
regarding employment and to 
further support the Lochaber 
economy.’ 
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NOW ON -  DON’T  MISS  OUT !
McEwens, George Street, Oban

A KIND-HEARTED dad is 
gearing up to run 120 miles 
in just under 35 hours to raise 
money and awareness for a 
charity close to his heart.

Alistair Macpherson will 
attempt to run non-stop all 
the way from his home town of 
Portree on the Isle of Skye to 
the capital of the Highlands in 
Inverness.

Alistair (know locally as 
Ally K) is no stranger to long 
distance endurance events 
after running around Skye in 
2014 and raised an impressive 
£35,000 for Cancer Research 
UK.

For his latest challenge, the 
37-year-old is running to raise 
cash for Maggie’s Highlands, 
the charity that provides free 
practical, emotional and social 
support to people with cancer 
and their family and friends 
from across the Highlands and 
islands.

Alistair has lost family 
members to cancer and wants 
to support charities fighting 
against the disease.  

He said: ‘After the success of 
Run Skye I wanted to get the 
old team back together. 

‘I was approached by 
Maggie’s Highlands to help it 
to raise funds and awareness 
of the centre in Inverness and 
I said yes pretty much straight 
away.’

Alistair, who is a second 
steward on ferry company 

A £2.9 MILLION develop-
ment is under way to build 
much-needed new homes in 
Fort William.

The Tweeddale site in the 
town centre has lain empty for 
some time and will be trans-
formed into 22 flats for rent by 
Highland Council by January 
next year. 

It’s one of several housing 
projects planned for the town 
and brings the amount invest-
ed in Fort William over the 
last five years to £40m.

Leader of the Lochaber 
Committee Councillor Thom-
as MacLennan said: ‘These 
are tough financial times for 
local government, but when 
you see the list of projects, it 
highlights just how much is 
being invested in our area. 

‘This important investment 
comes at what is a most diffi-
cult time for the region with 
a fragile job market and eco-
nomic uncertainty for many.’

He added: ‘We also recog-

nise that the town pier needs 
investment and we need to 
create opportunities to attract 
more marine tourism which 
will help drive Fort William 
forward.’

Further housing develop-
ments include:
 21 new build flats for 

Lochaber Housing Associa-
tion at Upper Achintore in a 
£2.5m project due to start next 
month.
 £1.2m to build 10 new 

houses for rent by Lochaber 
Housing Association at 
Lochyside, to be completed in 
May this year.
 The demolition of the ex-

isting buildings at the former 
Whisky Shop on High Street 
site to provide 10 flats for 
council rent. The work, which 
is yet to be tendered for, is due 
to start in August 2016.

This year will also see work 
on the new council offices and 
civic hub at the former Fort 
William Secondary School.

RESIDENTS and groups came 
together to have their say on 
improvements and initiatives 
for Claggan.

The Claggan Matters com-
munity consultation brought 
together Voluntary Action 
Lochaber (VAL), The Green-
fingers Community Garden, 
Lochaber Environmental 
Group, Highland Communities 

Credit Union and the Highland 
Council tenant participation 
officer. Improvements to the 
play park and community gar-
den and the possibility of start-
ing a tenants’ association were 
among some of the projects 
discussed. Helen MacGillivray, 
from VAL’s community action 
team, said: ‘The consultation 
enables closer relationships 

between the projects and Clag-
gan. The feedback we got was 
that people are very enthusias-
tic and there is a lot of useful 
information. Each project has 
different things to go away and 
work with.’

Anyone who would still like 
to have a say can go to the VAL 
office, An Drochaid, Claggan, 
or call 01397 706044.

POLICE are encouraging victims of sexual crimes 
to report the incidents.

Last week a Lochaber man was sentenced to 
three years at Fort William Sheriff Court for sex-
ual offences. Detective Inspector Richard Baird, 
senior investigating officer, said: ‘We welcome the 
conviction and sentence of [this man] who took 

advantage of young girls for his own pleasure. He 
has shown no regard or remorse for his actions 
and the impact they had on the victims. I want to 
pay tribute to the victims who assisted us with our 
enquiry, resulting in [him] being apprehended and 
brought to justice.’

He added: ‘We continue to encourage victims 

of sexual crimes to come forward and report to 
us and to have the confidence that we will take it 
seriously and thoroughly investigate.

‘Police Scotland is committed to identifying 
people within our communities who prey on young 
people and we will use all tools and resources 
available to protect them and prevent abuse.’

A special open assembly to 
mark Holocaust Day was held 

by pupils of Lochyside Primary  
School. 

The day recognises the events 
of World War Two and current 

atrocities still taking place.  
In a programme of stories, 

poems and songs and prayers 
researched by the children, 

the whole school, along with 
friends and family, recognised 

the e� ects of these events 
on people across the world 

and remembered them with a 
minute’s silence. 

Photograph: Iain Ferguson, 
The Write Image.

Skye’s Ally K on the run in 
marathon charity challenge

TIMESLINE

CAREN MCPATE
fort@obantimes.co.uk

Relatives urged 
to consider sta�  

Fight for towing 
vessel continues 

Bike owner urged 
to come forward  

Relax and enjoy a 
candlelit swim 

Climbers’ lucky 
escape from peak

Alistair in training for the 120-mile run.

Residents are working together to improve Claggan. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image

Councillor Thomas MacLennan, centre, looks at the new plans 
for Tweeddale with principal housing o�  cer Morag Cameron, 

Robertson project manager Malcolm Sinclair, senior architectural 
technician Iain Robertson, and Robertson’s plant operator Tony 

Pinder. Photogaph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image.

CalMac’s MV Finlaggan, 
isn’t getting complacent 
though, despite having already 
conquered 120 miles worth of 
running. 

He added: ‘This is a 
completely new challenge and 
unlike Run Skye I will have 
to run through two evenings 
which I have never done before. 

‘This adds an extra mental 
challenge but I am confident 
I can draw strength from the 
fact I have a superb support 
team with me with a lot of 
experience.’

The run starts at midnight in 
Portree square on Wednesday 
April 6. Alistair’s route will 
take him over the steep climb 
on the back road into Inverness 
through to Garve where he 
will eventually run through 
Muir of Ord and Dingwall 
before finishing at Maggie’s 
Highlands at 9am on Friday 8.

Asked how he thought 
the event would go Alistair 
responded: ‘Anything can 
happen in running, especially 
when you are on your feet 
for so long. That’s part of the 
challenge and what makes it 
such a great adventure. I have 
the right people with me and 
I will be drawing on my own 
experience to ensure I put in a 
good performance.’

To follow Alistair’s progress, 
visit www.skyetomaggies.
com or  www.facebook.com/
skyetomaggies. Donations 
can be made via the event 
Justgiving page at www.
justgiving.com/skyetomaggies.

Pupils mark  
Holocaust 
Day with 
assembly

Work starts on new £2.9m 
Fort housing development 

Police urge abuse victims to come forward

Residents and group representatives have 
their say on future Claggan improvements

PEOPLE with relatives in Raig-
more Hospital, Inverness, are 
being asked to consider sta�  
when calling wards enquiring 
after patients.

Sta�  are asking that only one 
relative calls in. That person can 
then pass on any information 
to the wider family.

NUTS found during an archaeological dig on Skye 
were from the hunter-gatherer period more than 
8,000 years ago, tests have confirmed.

The hazelnut shells were discovered during the 
five-day excavation by Staffin Bay in September 
2015 when University of the Highlands and Islands 
(UHI) archaeologists investigated a suspected 
Mesolithic structure, in collaboration with the 
Staffin Community Trust (SCT).

Radiocarbon dates have now confirmed the exca-
vated lithics date to the mesolithic period, towards 
the latter half of the 7th millennium BC.

Two fragments of charred hazelnut shell both 
returned dates of circa 6800-6600 BC (calibrated). 
The hazelnuts were recovered from soil samples 
from the lower part of the sequence at the site, 
suggesting human activity may have occurred over a 
long period of time. 

The north Skye archaeological excavation has 
yielded a fragment of worked bone, and several 
thousand flints which could provide a fuller picture 
of Staffin’s hunter-gatherer period. 

Dan Lee, archaeology institute UHI, lifelong 
learning and outreach archaeologist, said: ‘We are 
really pleased to have such convincing mesolithic 
dates from the site. This hints at the huge potential 
for additional excavations in the area and presents 
a great opportunity to understand life in the Staffin 
area during this period.’ 

Tests confi rm shells 
are 8,000 years old

www.facebook.com/obantimes

CLIMBERS had a lucky escape 
after they triggered an ava-
lanche on Staghhorn, Creag 
Meagaidh, Lochaber.

Lochaber Mountain Rescue 
Team members were called to 
the scene where one of the men 
was swept 300 metres over 
crags last Saturday afternoon. 
He was airlifted and taken to 
Belford Hospital in Fort William. 

The lead climber managed 
to climb down to the foot of 
the route and was picked up 
by team members and walked 
out.

COMHAIRLE nan Eilean 
Siar is to continue the case, 
along with colleagues in 
neighbouring councils, for 
an Emergency Towing Vessel  
(ETV) to be based in west 
coast waters.

After the eighth storm of 
the season, Henry, battered 
Scotland recently, the Mari-
time and Coastguard Agency 
invited stakeholders to a 
meeting yesterday (Wednes-
day) to discuss the future of 
ETV provision in the UK. 

A MAN who found a mountain 
bike in hedges in a Fort William 
park wants to reunite it with its 
owner.

Mark McGugan came across 
the bike in September last year 
in the park, near Alma Road, 
and reported it to the police.

However, no-one has come 
forward to claim it. Contact 
Mark on 07949 233137.

ANYONE looking for some-
thing di� erent and relaxing 
to do this Valentine’s Day can 
enjoy an evening candlelit 
swim.

Mallaig and District Swim-
ming Pool is holding the 
swim on Sunday between 
5.30pm-7.30pm.

Anyone wanting to attend 
must be aged over 14. 

Contact the centre on 01687 
462 229.

THE HIGHLAND Council is 
preparing for the implemen-
tation of a Decriminalised 
Parking Enforcement (DPE) 
Scheme this year. 

Remedial works have started, 
including sign and road mark-
ings being replaced across the 
council area. The taking over 
of parking enforcement by the 
council follows the withdrawal 
of the traffic warden service 
by Police Scotland. 

The implementation of DPE 
will aid traffic management 
of Inverness and towns across 
the Highlands, reducing 
congestion and emissions and 
allowing Highland Council to 
target enforcement. 

A new enforcement team 
will include a minimum of 11 
parking enforcement officers 
and two parking attendants, 
providing a seven-day service.

Parking 
enforcement 
switch over 
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THE OWNERS of Oban 
Marina, based on Kerrera, have 
announced they are to put the 
business up for sale, writes Louise 
Glen.

Peter and Katy Weir, from Le-
daig, say their age and illness are 
forcing them to sell the business 
to someone who can expand and 
develop it.

David Adams McGilp, Vis-
itScotland’s head of marine 
tourism,  said the loss of the Weir 
family to the business: ‘marks 
the end of a considerable local 
effort to sustain and develop the 
business over several years’. 

He continued: ‘There have been 
some challenging circumstances 
for the owners, whose vision was 
to enhance Oban’s reputation as 
a leading leisure maritime hub on 
the west coast of Scotland, and 
to provide the levels of service 
and type of facilities expected by 
today’s sailors and boaters.

‘Oban Marina represents an op-
portunity for new owners to carry 
the Weir family’s vision forward.
The growth of marine tourism de-
pends a lot on infrastructure, and 
the greater the number of places 
with appropriate facilities the 
greater the prospect of meeting 
the growth agenda. 

‘The new owners also have an 
opportunity to build alliances 
and service partnerships with the 
Oban business community – mak-
ing the most of combined local 
resources, experience and exper-
tise to grow the visitor economy 
and advance the destination’s 
reputation. I am sure the sale will 
generate significant interest. I 
wish the Weir family well.’

Mr Weir said: ‘I promise to keep 
everyone fully informed of future 
progress and developments.

‘I would personally like to 
thank all of our customers and 
friends who have supported us 
through the years. 

‘We have all been through our 
ups and downs and I hope that 
the marina continues and finds a 
buyer who can fulfill its potential.’

Hogwarts highjinks in Oban

Mull youngsters Eva, nine, and Oscar, � ve, had great fun at the special Harry Potter Book Night at 
Waterstone’s bookshop in Oban last Thursday evening. For full story and more photographs, turn 
to page � ve. 15_t07harrypotter02.

Fears for young 
carers as funding 
set to be pulled

A FINANCIAL crisis will 
see children as young as five 
deprived of independent sup-
port from the award-winning 
Argyll carer centres if plans to 
scrap funding goes ahead today 
(Thursday) at Argyll and Bute 
Council budget meeting.

Young carers networks in Ar-
gyll and Bute support children 
as young as five who provide 
care to family members. At the 
moment more than 200 children 
access these services.

Children care for family 
members who may have a phys-
ical illness, disability, a mental 
health condition or have a 
alcohol or drug misuse problem.

Heart-rending stories of 
youngsters being taught to inject 
parents with life-saving medi-
cation and of primary children 
having to go home at lunchtime 
to make sure their parent has 
food to eat are all too common 
in Argyll, say the leaders of 
the four independent carers’ 
centres in Oban, Lochgilphead, 
Dunoon and Helensburgh.

Centre managers Morag 
MacLean from North Argyll 
and Eileen McCrory from 
Helensburgh and Lomond will 
be the worst hit when funding 
finishes on April 22 and servic-
es for more than 180 children 
come to an end.

In the meantime, charity 
applications have been rejected 
because funders have said there 
is an obligation for the local 
authority to put cash into the 
services.

Ironically, while the two 

services in North Argyll and 
Helensburgh and Lomond are 
at risk of coming to an end, 
funding has been found for 
children in Dunoon.

Catherine Paterson, chair-
women of the Argyll Carers 
Forum, said there would be a 
cash crisis in caring if independ-
ent services such as the carers 
centres were not funded.

Mrs Paterson is a former 
teacher who offers counselling 
support to young carers in Mid 
Argyll, Kintyre and the Isles.

She said: ‘For every £1 the local 
authority puts into care services 
it benefits by the equivalent of 
£14.60 in the services that we 
can provide. I am not making up 
these figures, they are proven.

‘We are the only organisations 
with time to be alongside those 
people in a truly non-judgemen-
tal way.’

The women point out that 
while other support services are 
shrinking, the number of people 
approaching the centres for 
support is increasing.

A holistic approach to care is 
top of their agenda. 

Mrs Paterson continued: ‘If we 
are not able to provide support 
for a young carer there are 
lots of other issues that come 
forward.

‘There are no real figures 
available for how many people 
care for a member of their 
family. If a family is coping they 
don’t need help. The cost of that 
funding is then hidden.

‘People come to us in a crisis. 
Where will children and adult 
carers go if we are not here?

‘They certainly won’t run to 
officials for these services to be 
provided. 

‘The gaps in the services will 
be quite alarming.

‘The children we advocate for 
are not all in town centres, so 
coming out to a nightime meet-
ing or to a club is very difficult. 

‘Our geography makes what 
we provide almost impossible if 
it wasn’t for the way our carers 
and volunteers make it work.

‘What we do cannot be repli-
cated by social workers or any-
one else. We are independent. 

‘Carers’ health and wellbeing 
is why I am here.’

Speaking about the young 
carer services in Oban and 
Lomond, Eileen McCrory said: 
‘After April 22 that will be it. 
No more services. We will do 
what we can to meet the needs 
of carers whatever age. But 
no particular service will be 
funded.

‘We have applied for funding 
and the reason we were not 
successful was because there is 
a statutory obligation for local 
authorities to provide for young 
carers. Charities will not fund 
things that should be provided.

‘People often think this isn’t 
real. But we work with children 
who go home to feed mummy 
at lunchtime, who have to make 
sure mummy is safe, who help 
granny to the toilet.

‘People don’t want us to think 
about that – because there is no 
money to fund anything unless 
there is a crisis.’

Budget proposals for cuts to 
voluntary services will go before 
Argyll and Bute Council today 
(Thursday).

As part of the cost savings, 
more than 400 employees in the 
local authority have asked for 
redundancy. 

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Independent providers face cash crisis due to cuts 

Family put 
marina on 
the market

www.facebook.com/obantimes
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Lorn mother backs Yazidi 
woman’s plea to politicians

A CAMPAIGNER from North 
Lorn has taken her concerns 
about women living under the 
Isis regime to Westminster.

Fiona Bennett, HR manager at 
The Oban Times, was in London 
on Tuesday to introduce a young 
Yazidi woman to politicians and 
to potentially meet with Prime 
Minister David Cameron.

Nadia Murad Basee Taha was 
among more than 5,000 Yazidi 
women taken captive when Isis 
swept through villages in north-
ern Iraq. 

She spoke about her horrific 
experiences at the hands of Isis 
fighters, who bought and sold 
her, and women and children 
like her, as ‘sabia’ – slaves. 

Speaking at Westminster 
about the need for money to 
help women in refugee camps, 
the 21-year-old described the 
persecution the Yazidi people 
faced under Isis and described 
the torture and rape she suffered 
at the hands of Daesh militants 
who held her for three months.

Ms Bennett has been instru-

mental in setting up meetings for 
Ms Murad Basee Taha at both 
Westminster and Holyrood. 

She said: ‘I wanted to raise 
awareness and funds, but my 
main objective at the time was to 
make people aware of what was 
happening to this tiny minority 
of people. Genocide.’ 

Ms Bennett has already raised 
more than £5,000 for the US 
charity Yazda, which sends aid 
to refugees in Iraq, through the 

gofundme.com website. The 
money raised is to be used to 
provide medical care, sanitary 
products and psychological help 
for the victims of sexual violence. 

One of the meetings was host-
ed by Brendan O’Hara MP. 

He said: ‘Last night I hosted 
an event in parliament at which 
one of the bravest and most 
remarkable people I have ever 
met addressed a group of MPs 
and Peers. 

‘Nadia Murad Basee Taha 
is a Yazidi woman who was 
kidnapped by Daesh in 2014 
when they attacked her village, 
murdering more than 300 men 
and boys and taking the young 
women as sex slaves to Mosul.

‘Nadia suffered terribly while 
a Daesh slave but after several 
months, she somehow managed 
to escape. 

‘Rather than refusing to talk 
about her ordeal, Nadia has 
made it her mission to tell the 
world what happened to her and 
what is still happening to thou-
sands of Yazidi women in Mosul 

and other Daesh strongholds. 
Nadia has spoken to the United 
Nations Security Council, US 
Secretary of State John Kerry 
and last week the Norwegian 
parliament. She has also been 
nominated and seconded for this 
year’s Nobel Peace Prize.

‘Finally, a huge thanks to Fiona 
Bennett of Oban who first alert-
ed me to Nadia’s story. 

‘Shortly before Christmas she 
contacted me as her MP to see 
what, if anything, we could do 
together. Within days we were 
in touch with Nadia and quickly 
after that we invited her to 
Westminster. We helped sort 
out a visa and with the help of 
the All Party Parliamentary 
Groups on Religious Freedom 
and Genocide Prevention and 
with the support of Change.org 
we organised last night’s very 
successful meeting.

‘For me, that is a wonderful 
example of people using their 
MP to make a real and signifi-
cant change and I thank Fiona 
for giving me the opportunity to 
help Nadia and the Yazidi wom-
en still currently held captive by 
Daesh.’

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

ARGYLL and Bute Council’s 
proposals to cut costs have 
been rejected as ‘thoughtless, 
ill-judged and punitive’ by 
Tiree Community Council.

Convenor Dr John Holliday 
declared the island’s commu-
nity councillors had ‘difficulty 
responding in any positive 
manner’ to Argyll and Bute 
Council’s consultation paper 
Service Choices, ‘given both 
the style and overall presump-
tion within the consultation 
toward low level service and 
job cuts’.

The local authority expects 
its Scottish Government fund-
ing to reduce significantly 
over the next five years and 
has imposed a target to save 
£9 million in both 2016/17 
and 2017/18, with further 
future savings, to bridge a 
funding gap between £21.7 
and £26 million. Its online 
consultation, which closed on 
December 31, set out its ideas 
on how money can be saved.

But rejecting all its propos-
als, Dr Holliday urged the 
council ‘to urgently consider 
taking a more fundamental 
look at the way [it] conducts 
its business, with far greater 
emphasis and thought 
around strategic vision, and 
the longer-term future of 
the council area than these 
thoughtless, ill-judged and 
punitive proposals suggested 
to us’. 

Furthermore, Dr Holliday 
claimed Tiree Community 
Council was not invited to at-
tend the council’s workshops, 
adding: ‘The proposals...ap-
pear to be entirely officer-led 
and do not reflect any serious 
input from elected members.’

He asked councillors to 
find a ‘more thoughtful and 
innovative’ alternative to 
the ‘ill-conceived Service 
Choices scenario’, advocating 
the ‘sound advice’ within the 
Accounts Commission Best 
Value Audit 2015. 

‘Rather than proposals for 
piecemeal and highly damag-
ing low level cuts,’ he argued, 
‘the council should seriously 
consider ways in which it can 
move away from an existing, 
and highly expensive central-
ised service, to a far more 
devolved range of services, 
where the council genuinely 
and proactively engages with 
communities to establish 
where, and how, services can 
be more efficiently provided.

‘Tiree continues to experi-
ence significant population 
decline,’ he concluded, ‘with 
a resultant decrease of eco-
nomically active residents and 
a growing propensity towards 
second home ownership and 
an increasingly ageing pop-
ulation. Despite investment 
in high speed broadband, 
and vastly improved ferry/air 
links, none of the proposals 
contained within the ‘Service 
Choices’ consultation recog-
nise or take any advantage of 
these infrastructure invest-
ments.’

A report on the consultation 
findings is due to be read to-
day (February 11) at a council 
budget meeting.

Tiree 
council 
slams 
cuts as 
‘ill-judged’

A TEXAS tennis ranch has spoken out 
in support of a campaign to upgrade 
the tennis courts at Atlantis Leisure in 
Oban.

Newcombe Tennis Ranch has a close 
connection with the town and every 
year representatives come and play 
in West Highland Tennis Week - a 
tournament held at the Oban courts.

Oban man Gregor Brydon moved 
to the states and joined the coaching 
team in Texas.

Newcombe head coach Chris Jacques 
said: ‘Newcombe Tennis Ranch has a 
rich tradition of more than 15 years 
of bringing American representative 
teams to the West Highland Tennis 
tournament. 

‘We are always treated so well and 
the kids get a great opportunity to play 
in Scotland’s finest tournament. 

‘One of the Newcombe pros this year 
is a home-grown Oban original. 

‘We love the connection and our 
tour of Great Britain would not be the 
same without Oban.

‘We fully support the Oban and 

Atlantis Leisure Centre development.’ 
Neil Matheson, chairman of Atlantis 
Leisure, said: ‘We are still trying to 
raise funds. We are getting closer to 
our target, but it’s still a challenge.

‘We are grateful for the support we 
have received from both organisations 
and individuals.

‘People are still enthusiastic and 
we’re determined to make it work.

‘Gregor Brydon worked with us in 
Atlantis Leisure, so he is integrated 
into the set-up.

‘It’s a really good link between At-
lantis and Newcombe and it’s a link we 
hope to build on over time.’

Gregor Brydon joined the Newcombe 
team after becoming an ambassador 
to the Texas squad.

He joined them in training sessions 
and on sightseeing tours before 
Newcombe head coach Chris Jacques 
suggested that he go to the ranch and 
join the coaching squad.

Head coach Chris Jacques, left, coach Esther Delgado and Gregor Brydon from Oban. 

DAVID McPHEE
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

Texas tennis school shows its support for 
Oban’s bid to revamp courts at Atlantis

Brendan O’Hara MP with Nadia 
Murad Basee Taha in Westmin-
ster this week, left, and above, 

Fiona Bennett with Ms Taha.

Iraqi woman tells MPs of her three-month ordeal at the hand of Daesh militants

Police apologise 
for error

Broadband issues 
continue across UK

THE HEAD gardener at the National 
Trust for Scotland’s Arduaine Gardens 
near Craobh Haven retires this month 
after 24 years’ service, writes Sandy Neil.

Former civil servant Maurice Wilkins, 
67, first dreamed of gardening from his 
tax office in the Inland Revenue.

He told The Oban Times: ‘I remember 
looking out the window seeing a man 
cutting the grass and thinking I’d rather 
do that than be sitting here.’

In 1971, while working in London at 
Hampton Court’s woodland garden, Mr 
Wilkins met his wife Sheila, from Glas-
gow, and moved to Scotland, where he 
got a job as a gardener at The Palace of 
Holyroodhouse. He studied at Elmwood 
rural college in Cupar, Fife, absorbing 
more horticulture than younger stu-
dents. He recalled: ‘I spent my lunches 
in the library – they spent their lunches 
in the pub.’

Mr Wilkins’s enthusiasm paid off 
when he was appointed head gardener 
at Ross Priory by Loch Lomond, where 
he stayed for 16 years, and wrote a mag-
azine gardening column, which funded 
his first plant-hunting trip to Nepal in 
1990, closely followed by another in 1994 
– to the world’s third highest mountain 
Kangchenjunja.

When the head gardener position  
came up at Arduaine Gardens in 1991, 
after brothers Edmund and Harry 
Wright gifted it to the National Trust 
for Scotland, Mr Wilkins jumped at the 
job – and got it, moving his wife and 
two daughters Emily and Amy to a new 
house there. Mr Wilkins’s first task was 
to map and extend the plant collection 
and build up visitor numbers. 

‘By the mid-1990s we got up to 24,000 
[visitors] a year,’ he said, ‘but then it 
started to go down very gradually; by 
2009 we had just 12,500. The national 
trust decided to mothball 11 of its prop-

erties – and Arduaine was one, which 
was pretty shocking. They gave us a year 
to increase income and reduce expendi-
ture, which we did, and the garden was 
declared safe. We’re now up to 15,500, 
which seems to be stabilising.’

He said the national trust was again 
going through a regular exercise to be 
more financially stable, adding: ‘We’ve 
got to make and save more money, and 
increase visitors, but that’s on-going. I 
think the gardens are secure. Gardens 
are places people come back to: they 
change by the day.’

Arduaine Gardens, insulated by the 
sea against extreme temperatures, 
specialises in tender rhododendrons 
from afar as Yunnan in China, North 
Vietnam and Upper Burma. 

Mr Wilkins said: ‘These are warm, 

temperate places, but the plants are very 
successful here.’

And he offered a word of advice for his 
successor: ‘Gardening at Arduaine is not 
a job – it’s your life. I’m too old and it was 
getting harder. My job is also changing. 
The trust can’t justify employing both a 
head gardener and a property manager, 
so they’re a combined position. Some-
times you get bogged down in admin, but 
that’s common.

‘The house we’ve bought in Oban 
doesn’t have much of a garden. I’m going 
to enjoy concentrating on a small area. I 
don’t want to give up growing plants, but 
I’ll be looking for people to take them. 

‘I’ll not give up links with Arduaine 
and will do anything to help without 
standing on anyone’s toes, but I certainly 
don’t plan to weed in the rain.’

Arduaine Gardens stalwart set to 
kick off muddy boots and retire

Watch this white 
space, says council

Maurice Wilkins with Jean Ainsley of Arduaine Gardens’ support group.

IN A police � le in The Oban 
Times, January 28, we pub-
lished an article stating  a 
man had been charged with 
careless driving following an 
incident on a CalMac ferry on 
Saturday January 23.

The information we re-
ceived from Police Scotland 
was incorrect. The man was 
never charged with the 
o� ence and Police Scotland 
apologise for any upset this 
may have caused. 

COUNCIL watchers will be aware 
that plans for the White Building on 
Oban’s North Pier have so far come 
to nothing in spite of at least three 
public consultations and more than 
three years of waiting for the project 
to start.

But the end is in sight, claims Argyll 
and Bute Council, as new plans have 
been drawn up and the multi-million 
pound project for a town centre ‘per-
formance space’ will be in the hands 
of councillors within months.

An Argyll and Bute Council 
spokesman told The Oban Times: 
‘Following a legal challenge in Janu-
ary 2015 to the approved design for 
a new North Pier Maritime Visitor 
Facility the project was halted to 
allow for discussions between the 
council and the objector. 

‘The challenge covered a range of 
issues but was primarily on the basis 
that the canopy in the original design 
restricted the objector’s access to his 
business. 

‘Discussions led to a provisional 

agreement in September 2015, 
although the objector sadly passed 
away the following day. 

‘The council is currently preparing 
plans which it believes are in keeping 
with the spirit of the provisional 
agreement. 

‘These plans will include a range of 
options, containing similar facilities 
to the original design and scale, and 
will be presented to members of 
the Oban, Lorn and the Isles Area 
Committee for consideration in 
April 2016. 

‘The members will then select 
their preferred design and officers 
will proceed on that basis, seeking 
planning permission and amending 
the existing business case to reflect 
the new design. 

 ‘Subject to the necessary statutory 
and members’ approvals, and the 
conclusion of the legal matter, it is 
anticipated that construction on the 
new building will begin in the New 
Year of 2017, with it opening to the 
public in summer 2017.’ 

BROADBAND issues are 
continuing to blight local com-
munities, and if people don’t 
complain the issues will remain 
unresolved, says MSP Michael 
Russell.

Last week’s cross-party 
report from 120 MPs reveals 
that in spite of £1.7 billon of 
taxpayers’ cash pumped into 
the construction of UK high-
speed broadband, there are 
still 5.7 million people across 
Britain who cannot access the 
internet at the Ofcom bench-
mark speed of 10 Megabits 
per second. From a total of 650 
UK constituencies, Argyll and 
Bute and the Western Isles are 
bottom for average download 
speed. Michael Russell MSP 
said: ‘The present Highlands 
and Islands broadband project 
is now starting to deliver for Ar-
gyll and Bute with much better 
services available.’ 

Oban Times newsdesk 01631 568000
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Fort’s cup 
game at
Forres 
falls foul 
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weather

Page 22
FW

Athletics

Ten pin bowling

Cycling

Next race - Black 
Water Dam

Football

Members and prizewinners of Spean Bridge Golf Club who attended their AGM and prize giving 
recently. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image.

GLENGARRY Shinty Club held 
their Players’ Player of the Year 
2015 presentation at The Bothy, 

Mathew is Glengarry Player of the Year

Glengarry Shinty Club president John MacDonald with Players’ 
Player of the Year Mathew Clark.

FORT William’s Highland 
League Cup game away to Forres  
Mechanics was called off last 
Saturday due to a waterlogged 
Mosset Park playing surface.

The teams will try again this 
Saturday to get the cup game 
played which means the league 
game against Nairn County, due 
to be played at Claggan Park on 
Saturday, will be rescheduled for 
later in the season.

The winners of the Forres v Fort 
William game are away to Cove 
Rangers in the quarter finals of 
the Highland League Cup.

The Lochaber side are delight-
ed to annoumce the signing of 
21-year-old Richard Tawse.

The central defender featured 
as a trialist last season against 
Rothes and Deveronvale, but 
work commitments restricted his 
playing time.

As his work shifts have now 
changed, the former Clach youth-
player has put pen to paper on a 
12-month deal.

Manager Ally Ewen said: ‘We’ve 
watched Richard a number of 
times and there is no doubting 
his qualities.

‘His is composed on the ball, 
very good in the air and his dis-
tribution is excellent.

‘He is another exciting player, 
adding real strength and depth to 
our squad.’

Meanwhile the club are looking 
for a part-time groundsman to 
work for a few hours each week at 
Claggan Park. This will be a paid 
position.

If anyone is interested please 
contact Stewart@stewartmac.
com for further infomation.

Tickets, costing £45 each, are 
on sale for the club’s annual 
sportsman’s dinner which will be 
held on Saturday April 2 at the 
Moorings Hotel.

This year’s guest speakers are 
former Celtic, Arsenal and Wales 
star John Hartson and ex-Rang-
ers and Scotland legend Willie 
Henderson. 

Ailsa Johnstone presents the Johnstone Trophy to Skye ‘B’ captain Catriona Gibb, with fellow team 
members, back row from left, Isla Campbell, Sarah Corrigal, Abby MacLean; front from left,  Rhiannna 
Kirk, Player of the Tournament, Catriona Kirk and Nicola MacSween. The Skye girls defeated Glasgow 

Mid Argyll 3-1 in the � nal. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image

THE EIGHTEENTH Glengarry 
Girls five-a-side tournament, 
sponsored by Ailsa Johnstone, 
for the Johnstone Trophy took 
place in the Nevis Centre on 
Saturday February 6.

Twelve shinty teams took part. 
Glengarry A and B; Glasgow 
University; Glasgow Mid Argyll; 
Dunadd; Skye A and B; Ardna-
murchan; Lochaber A and B; 
Glen Urquhart and Lovat.

Teams were split into two groups 
of six. League A was won by Skye 
B with Lochaber A runners up. 
League B was very close with 

AFTER the final week of the Lochaber 
Building Supplies ten pin bowling 
leagues at the Nevis Centre in Fort 
William, Alleycats were crowned 
champions of the scratch division with 
68 points followed by The Creeps with 
55 points.

Ardtoe & Co were in third place on 
49 points followed by Rotavators on 32, 
British Legion Fort William on 28, Mis 
Fits on 27 and Council on 22 points.

Winners of the Ten Pin Bowling League and the teams who have taken part at their prize giving in the Nevis Centre. Photography: Johnpaul Peebles, Abrightside Photography

Bowled over at the Nevis Centre

RUNNERS from Lochaber 
Athletic Club will be pulling 
on their trainers this Sunday 
February 14 for the next winter 
league race.

The Black Water Dam Race 
(11-12 miles) starts at Ice Factor, 
Kinlochleven car park. 

Registration from 10am, race 
starts at 11am. 

For more information, visit 
lochaberac.co.uk

THE WEST Highland Wheelers 
Winter League on February 28 
has been changed to Glen Loy 
and now includes a children’s 
race.  

This race is a new line (super 
muddy). Sign on 9.30am and race 
starts at 10am.  The adults’ race 
route is to be confirmed (to take 
account of fallen trees) - sign on 
10.30amand race starts at 11am. 

Glasgow Mid Argyll winning and 
Skye A edging Glengarry A out 
on goal difference for runners-up 
slot.

The first semi-final was Skye B 
versus Skye A.  Surprisingly Skye 
B won through to the final after a 
very exciting game

The second semi-final saw 
GMA race into a 3–0 lead but 
Lochaber A fought back to make 
it 3–3 but GMA nicked a last 
minute winner taking them into 
the final.

In the final, Skye B were always 
on top against a very tired GMA 

side who played the whole tour-
nament without any substitutes. 

Despite this, they gave a youth-
ful Skye side a good game with 
the islanders running out the 
2016 winners by three goals to 
one. Skye B’s Rhianna Kirk was 
the referees’ choice for Player of 
the Tournament.

The girls are indebted to Mrs 
Johnstone who has sponsored 
them for 18 years and referees 
Duncan Kelly and Graham 
Cameron.

Skye B win Johnstone Trophy
Women’s shinty

The handicap division was much closer 
where The Creeps were champions with 
50 points and Ardtoe & Co in second 
place only three points behind on 47 
points. Alleycats were third on 43 points 
followed by British Legion Fort William 
on 41, Rotavators on 38, Mis Fits on 36 
and Council on 20 points.

The best individual scratch and hand-
icap game of the season came from Tim 
Attack (Ardtoe & Co) with 213/257.

 The top two-game scratch series 
of the season came from Pam Weller 
(Alleycats) with 377 and the top two-
game scratch series came from Dave 
Cameron (Council) with 470.

Rolled
The best scratch team game of the 

season was rolled by Alleycats with 
637, who also rolled the top two-game 
scratch series of 1,258. Ardtoe & Co 
had the season’s top handicap game 

of  859 whilst Council had the top two-
game handicap series of 1,651.

In the final week the best games were 
rolled by Pam Weller (Alleycats) with a 
199 and 178. Pam swept the board with 
the top handicap game of 235, the top 
two-game scratch series of 377 (the 
season’s high) and the top two-game 
handicap series of 449.

Team wise in the final week Alleycats 
swept the board with the top scratch 

game of 609, handicap game of 792. 
two-game scratch series of 1,167 and 
two game handicap series of 1,533.

The top scratch average for the season 
went to by Pam Weller (Alleycats) with 
157 followed by Tony Whitelocke (Al-
leycats) with 153 and Ben Weller (The 
Creeps) on 148.

Fort Augustus recently where an 
excellent meal was enjoyed by 
everyone.

 Club president John MacDon-
ald presented the players’ choice 
Mathew Clark with his well-de-
served award.
 Everyone agreed the club had 
had a good season, giving New-
tonmore an excellent game in 
the Strathdearn Cup final and 
finishing runners up in North 
Division Two.
 The juniors also did well with 
numbers increasing and it was 
acknowledged it was good to 
see them feeding into the senior 
team. This was down to the 
devotion of coaches, committee 
and volunteers who work tire-
lessly for the club. Glengarry are 
always looking for volunteers so 
if anyone local has some time to 
give get in touch with any player 
or committee member.

Shinty

Children’s race

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419
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TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday February 11, 2016 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons recently installed by North West Marine at Kyle Lochboisdale for visiting yachts  

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 01.23 0.4 07.27 4.2 13.50 0.5 19.35 3.9
Fri 02.05 0.4 08.06 4.0 14.32 0.6 20.15 3.5
Sat 02.51 0.6 08.49 3.8 15.18 0.8 20.58 1.2
Sun 03.40 0.8 09.36 3.5 16.10 1.1 21.47 3.3
Mon 04.38 1.1 10.35 3.2 17.10 1.3 22.49 3.0
Tues 05.46 1.4 12.11 3.0 18.19 1.5  **.**  *.*
Wed 00.25 2.9 07.06 1.5 14.05 3.0 19.35 1.6
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

8 4

3

Thursday Cloudy
 Winds light easterly
 Temperatures -1°C to 5ºC.
Friday Sunny intervals
 Winds light easterly
 Temperatures -1°C to 4ºC.

Weekend Cloudy on Saturday
Outlook Cloudy on Sunday
 Winds moderate easterly
 Temperatures -1ºC to 4ºC.


