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All Argyll 
to feel
the pinch
This week’s budget 
will affect everyone

Young Highland cattle showman Dougie MacDonald, Benderloch, gets to grips with the task. Photograph by Kevin McGlynn.

ONE OF the youngest local 
handlers at last Sunday’s 
Highland Cattle Society Show at 
Oban Livestock Centre was 10-
year -old Dougie MacDonald, 
from Tyree, Benderloch.

The youngster, who aims to 
have his own farm when he’s 

older, was helping Duncan 
Buchanan of Shenavallie, 
Benderloch, in the busy yearling 
classes.

Dougie led out the red yearling 
heifer, Peigi 6th of Benmeanach, 
which took a second in class 
award and went on to be sold at 

Monday’s sale to Andy Smith, 
Fort William, for 480gns.

Working hard
The youngster has been 

working hard on the farm after 
school every night and at the 
weekends and looks forward to 
the summer show circuit where 

he has helped his father Douglas 
to several awards. He said: ‘The 
best bit is getting the rosettes, 
I’ve been showing Highlanders 

at the Highland cattle show last 
year. I also won at Lorn, Tiree 
and Lochgilphead.’

Starting young in the Highland show ring

FROM primary school children 
to elderly residents, commuters to 
businesses, everyone in Argyll and 
Bute is likely to feel the pinch when 
the area’s budget is delivered this 
week.

The full council will meet at 
Kilmory on Thursday to propose 
what has already been described as 
the ‘Valentine’s Day Massacre’ by 
the deputy leader of the opposition 
Ellen Morton.

Helensburgh councillor James 
Robb - who has been touted to 
take on the leadership role if, as 
expected, Oban’s Roddy McCuish 
stands down from the position at 
the meeting - acknowledges this 
year’s budget won’t be popular, but 
believes the measures outlined are 
the best available.

If passed, the budget will broadly 
shave three per cent from all budgets, 
with fees for many services set to 
rise by at least the same margin.

Road repairs
Milk will be removed from primary 

school meals, Meals on Wheels costs 
will increase by 32 per cent to make 
the service self funding and road 
repairs will be less frequent as up to 
20 full time equivalent posts go from 
the roads operations department.

Streets will also be cleaned less 
and businesses forced to pay more as 
the council strives to meet savings 
targets of £5.8million a year over the 
next seven years.

Even leisure services won’t escape 
the cuts, with Atlantis Leisure in 
Oban warning it would ‘not be able 
to exist as it does now’ if a deferred 
£12,000 cut to its service level 
agreement is passed.

Some 430 full time equivalent 
positions will be made redundant 
if the proposals are passed as the 
council aims to axe 670 positions.

VOLUNTARY care services for 
Oban and Lorn could be gath-
ered under one roof as those in 
the sector make plans for the 
future.

Common clients 
Given the working title ‘The 

Hub’, the one-stop shop model 
would be based on the North 
Argyll Carers Centre (NACC), 
which houses a number of serv-
ices that have common clients.

Dr Mac Armstrong, chair-
man of Oban Hospice, said: 
‘At the moment The Hub is just 
a twinkling in the eye but we 
have come to realise that lots of 

organisations support the same 
people.

-
alisation that in the future people 
will be treated in, or near, their 
own homes and volunteers will 
be key to delivering services.

‘We’ve gone from saying 
‘someone should do something 
about this’, to ‘what can we do 
about this’?

‘Organisations like the NACC 
and initiatives like our Oban 
Hospice Community Service are 
working examples of policy still 
being developed elsewhere – we 
are ahead of the game.’

The movement has attracted 
interest from a number of vol-
unteer services and received 
the backing of local councillors 
Louise Glen Lee and Elaine 
Robertson.

A steering group will now be 
formed to take the plan forward 
and secure funding for new 
premises before opening it out to 
other groups.

Philip White, chairman of 
NACC’s board of trustees, 
admitted the carers’ centre 
would outgrow its current 

10 years, regardless of whether 

The Hub is in existence. He 
said: ‘We have to be careful we 
don’t include everyone in this at 
the start because the plan would 
never get off the ground.

‘We need to form a steering 
group to see if this is feasible. 
Do we all want the same thing 
from this and are we all on board 
with it? If not, we will go our 
separate ways.’

Oban and Lorn could have voluntary care ‘Hub’

West Highlands and 
Islands Trade Show 
comes to town

HUNDREDS of local school children took part in a 
Burns event – organised by pupils – in Oban’s Argyll-
shire Gathering Halls on Monday.

The event, funded by Oban Burns Club, saw chil-
dren from different primary schools coming together 
to compete in art, poetry, singing and instrumental 
competitions.

Kilninver, Lochnell, Barcaldine and Ardchattan made 
up the 426 entries on the day and enjoyed a theatre 
group in the afternoon.

The Burns club awarded £500 to help the children 
stage the event and John MacLean, president of the 
club, said the quality on show was ‘absolutely tre-

mendous’ – so much so they would be 
offering the money again next year.

Berni McMillan, head teacher of Kiln-
inver Primary School, said it had been 
a successful day thanks to the children 
planning ahead. She added: ‘They 
worked together to organise this as they 
have an interest in Burns. The pupil 
council committee from three schools 
met and discussed what they wanted and 
how they wanted to do it. They planned 
the whole thing, found the theatre com-
pany and arranged the hall. I think they 

have done something between schools 
but plan to have it again next year with 
more schools involved.’Some of the children with Bill Griffiths and John MacLean. 

16_t07burns01

Burns event brings Lorn area schools together

However, Mr Robb defended the 
proposals, saying the council’s hand 
was forced. 

budget that is having to cope with a 
reduction in available funding across 
the board is going to be popular,’ he 
said.

‘I think what we have been quite 
successful in doing is explaining the 
situation; they know money doesn’t 
grow on trees. 

‘The one thing we can never forget 
with a budget is it is about people, 
community and economic growth 
and all the things to make life better 
for people living in Argyll and Bute. 

‘We want to deliver the best 
we possibly can given the 
circumstances.’

Mr Robb also points to proposals 
for several one-off investments 
in the budget as evidence that not 
all is negative, with the Inveraray 
CARS project bidding for £350,000, 
Hermitage Park in Helensburgh 
£300,000, Campbeltown Picture 
House £150,000 and Kilmartin 
House Museum £19,000.
For our full budget run-down, see 
page 7.

The one thing we 
can never forget 
with a budget 
is it is about 
people.
Councillor             
James Robb

MORE than 100 exhibitors represent-
ing the catering, refrigeration and 
hospitality industry will converge on 
Oban’s Corran Halls later this month 
for one of the biggest trade events in 
Scotland.

The annual West Highlands and 
Islands Tradeshow on February 27 and 
28, hosted by Forteith Foodservice, is 
open to trade only and the focus of the 

There will be an array new products 
and concepts plus promotional offers 
on show.

Forteith Foodservice has been 
succesfully trading in the West 
Highlands and Islands since
1955 and says it organises the trade 
show because it has empathy for, and 
an understanding of, the pressures on 
local independent caterers.

Keeping it local
Know exactly where you meat has come from, 

support local producers

ANTUIM PORK 01688 400 212
Pork
ARDALANISH ORGANIC
Beef/Lamb 01681 700 265
GLENGORM ESTATE 01688 302 321 
Beef/Venison/Lamb
JEFF MOORE 01680 300 178  
Hebridean Lamb & Mutton 
LOCHBUIE ESTATE 01680 814 214/153 
Beef/Venison/Lamb
PENNYGHAEL ESTATE 01681 704 232 
Venison
SGRIOB RUADH FARM  07786964292 
Pork/Lamb
TRESHNISH FARM 01688 400 425 
Beef/Lamb

REARED LOCALLY
KILLED LOCALLY

BUY LOCALLY
EAT LOCALLY

Have 100% Faith in your Food

01680 300318
enquiries@mullslaughterhouse.co.uk

TWO MEN died following a road crash on the A83 
near to Cairndow on Tuesday afternoon.

At around 4.30pm a Peugeot van travelling south-
bound near to Cairndow collided with a lorry being 
driven northbound.

Emergency services attended but two male pas-
sengers, aged 20 and 24, from the Peugeot van died 
at the scene.

The 63 year-old driver of the van was taken to the 
Southern General Hospital in Glasgow where he is 
being treated for minor injuries.

The 24 year-old driver of the lorry was uninjured.
The road reopened at 2.10am yesterday (Wednes-

day).
Constable Alex Smith of the Road Policing Depart-

enquiries into the crash. 
He urged any witnesses, or anyone with informa-

tion that may assist the investigation, to contact the 
Road Policing Department on 01389 822000.

As The Oban Times went to press, no further details 
were available.

Two die in A83 crash
STOP PRESS . . . . STOP PRESS . . . . .

3 High Street, Oban
 01631 566696

CLAIM YOUR VOUCHER INSIDE
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Lochyside RC youngsters learned about the life and works of Robert Burns and saw poems such 
as Tam O’Shanter acted out during a visit from Hopscotch Theatre Company last week. They were 

quizzed on the meaning of some of the old Scots words used by the bard and got to meet and 
question Burns himself, played by Edward McGurn. Asked what their favourite Burns poems were, 
one pupil said ‘My Love is Like a Red, Red Rose’ while another suggested ‘Ae Fond Kiss’. Mr McGurn 

and Zoe Chatterton, of Hopscotch, are pictured with some of the children. 20_f07burns01

HIGHLANDS and Islands MSP David Stewart 
has hailed Scotland’s numerous achievements 
in furthering human rights both at home and 
worldwide. In a speech to the Scottish parliament, 

Mr Stewart said: ‘Let us aim for Scotland to pick 
up the challenge as a leading nation in human 
rights and an exemplar of best practice, not just in 
Scotland but in Europe and beyond.’

Training course
VOLUNTARY Action 
Lochaber will hold its next 
winter training course at An 
Drochaid in Claggan next 
Thursday from 10am to 4pm.

The ‘organising activities 
and events’ seminar will offer 
guidance on event design 
and planning, personnel 
management and contingency 
plans. For more information 
contact VAL on 01397 706044. 

LOCHABER marketing group 
the Outdoor Capital of the UK 
(OCUK) has secured £25,000 
from VisitScotland’s growth 
fund for its new spring into sum-
mer campaign.

It is hoped the crusade will at-
tract upwards of £300,000 worth 
of new business to the region as 
the nation celebrates the Year of 
Natural Scotland.

The initiative is based on the 
concept ‘discover your natural 
talent in the Outdoor Capital 
of the UK’ and will promote 
Lochaber as the ideal outdoor 
pursuits location.

Towns get new 
recycling bins
FORT William and Portree are 
among nine Highland towns to 
get new recycling bins to help 
people recycle when away from 
home.

The bins, suitable for waste 
paper, cans, plastic bottles 
and card, will be placed at 
public transport hubs, tourist 
attractions, higher education 
institutions, shopping centres 
and NHS facilities.

Zero Waste Scotland is 
providing £54,373 for the bins 
from its ‘Recycle on the Go’ 
fund. 

Director Iain Gulland said: 
‘We must stop thinking of used 
materials, like empty bottles 
and drinks cans, as waste. 
There’s real value in the goods 
we throw away and the small 
effort it takes to separate waste 
for recycling can contribute to 
economic growth for Scotland.’

A CANADIAN-Scottish database of 
Lochaber people exiled during the 
Clearances, and their descendants, has 
been gifted to a west Lochaber ‘roots’ 
project.

The Mabou Pioneers Committee 
presented the 114,000-name archive to 
An Diasporran, which aims to reconnect 
descendants of emigrants to the land of 
their forebears. 

The committee is based in Canada and 
has strong links to Cape Breton, where 
many Highland emigrants settled. 

Now Howling Events, the west 
Lochaber-based grouping of cultural 
and ancestral organisations running 
An Diasporran, faces the daunting task 

of digitising the database in time for 
Scotland’s Year of Homecoming 2014.

Project co-ordinator Chas MacDonald 
told The Oban Times: ‘It is a real problem, 
albeit one we are glad to have.

‘Compiling digitally takes time. That 
is why we are asking anybody who may 
have some time available, say two or 
three hours a week, to help us get the 
information mounted. We already have 
some volunteers in training, but we need 
many more.

‘It is not just work. It is also an 
opportunity to contribute to the cultural 
richness of the community and to get 
involved.’

He added: ‘This is an amazing act of 

generosity by those who have compiled 
the Mabou Pioneers database of Scottish 
emigrants. 

‘The size of the archive is massive 
and at base values for professional 
research would cost around £1.7 million. 
The Mabou group have given it freely, 
and we are humbled by their trust and 
generosity.’

In a separate development, Howling 
Events’ tapestry team is to hold workshops 
with Mallaig High School pupils working 
on entries for Arisaig Highland Games’ 
Boisdale Prize, an annual competition for 
young artists, next Friday at 2pm.

Diaspora Tapestry, which will feature 

10 panels themed on Scottish identity 
from 25 countries with strong Scottish 
ancestry.

The tapestry will be similar to the huge 
Prestonpans Tapestry completed in 2010, 
in which several stitchers from west 
Lochaber were involved.

The tapestry team is looking for 
volunteers to help stitch the monumental 
work and local people are invited to 
attend.

Howling Events aim to have the 
database live and the taperstry completed 
by early 2014.

Anyone wishing to help should email 
antilleadh2014@arisaighighlandgames.
co.uk.

Mull Lines
FOUR new faces have joined the team at Tobermory lifeboat 
station bringing a raft of experience with them.

David Crane, a volunteer at the station’s shop, has been 

free advice on all aspects of sea safety to leisure craft users 
using the waters around Mull, including free lifejacket safety 
checks. He is an experienced and enthusiastic yachtsman.

Lydia Hosdell, manager of Tobermory Marine Visitor Centre 
and a member of Tobermory Coastguard Team, has been 

Lydia will liaise with local schools on Mull and Iona as well 
as organising tours of the station and all-weather lifeboat to 
visitors of all ages.

Two new deputy launching authorities have also been 
appointed. Keith Drake, co-owner of the Tobermory Chocolate 
Company, was a deputy second coxswain of the Tobermory 
lifeboat in the 1990s. 

Neil MacInnes, is a former volunteer Coastguard and the 
commodore of the Western Isles Yacht Club. 

Both Keith and Neil have extensive local knowledge of 

authorise the lifeboat to be launched when lifeboat operations 
manager Ian Stevens is absent.

Mr Stevens said: ‘We’re very pleased to welcome David, 
Lydia, Keith and Neil to the team who I know will build on the 
success of the past year. 

‘Although our crew list is healthy, for some time we have 
wanted to do more in terms of working with local schools, 
organising visits and promoting sea safety. 

‘For 2013 we would also like to boost our fundraising effort as 
the lifeboat can only launch through the generosity of charitable 
donations. We would love to hear from anyone interested in 
getting involved.’

The appointments come on the back of a busy year for 
Tobermory RNLI whose volunteer crew launched 24 times and 
rescued 40 people, the station’s busiest year since 2009. 

Of those rescued, 17 were under 18 years old, due to two 
rescues involving sail training vessels and a third involving a 
family in a dinghy off Ardnamurchan Point. 

Almost half of the rescues were in darkness and between them 
Tobermory’s volunteer crew spent 379 hours at sea on ‘shouts’ 
- the equivalent of 15 days. 

The crew has continued to train weekly and has already been 
in action twice in 2013.

A MUSIC festival which encourages youngsters through 
professional tuition is celebrating its 25th anniversary this year.

The Mendelssohn on Mull Festival, which takes place from 
July 1 to 7, will see performances all over Mull and Iona as well 

The aim of the festival is to bring a new generation of 
musicians into contact with seasoned professional mentors in 
relaxed surroundings, providing free concerts for audiences.

It is inspired by composer Felix Mendelssohn who, as a young 
man, made a life changing journey through Scotland to Mull 
where he found inspiration to write one of his most famous 
pieces – The Hebrides Overture, Fingal’s Cave.

Each year the Mendelssohn on Mull Festival, under the 
artistic directorship of Levon Chilingirian, invites a small 
group of young professional musicians at the start of their 
careers to take part in a week of discovery and performance. 

They are mentored by highly experienced players of chamber 
music and perform to audiences in such diverse venues as 
the tiny Creich Church, which seats about 50 people and the 
imposing grandeur of Duart Castle’s Great Hall.

This year the Mendelssohn on Mull Festival will be 
celebrating 25 years of incredible music making with mentors 
Levon Chilingirian, Gaby Lester, Susie Mészáros, Marcia 
Crayford, and Stephen Orton.

For a full programme of the week’s events visit www.
mendelssohnonmull.com.

Police caught 
woman thief       
red handed 
A WOMAN caught red handed 
by police with stolen property 
from a shop in Oban’s George 
Street pled guilty to the offence 
during her trial at Oban Sheriff 
Court.

Jennifer MacIver, 36, admitted 
stealing a pair of boots from 
a shop when she was stopped 

year. But after receiving legal 
advice MacIver, of 4 Columba 
Court, Dunollie, Oban, denied 
the offence. 

She later changed her mind 
and pled guilty during her trial 
last Wednesday. Sentence was 
deferred until March 5.

Roofer found in 
possession of 
ecstasy tablets
AN OBAN man found in 
possession of ecstasy while 
walking in the town has been 

Graham Campbell, 32, admit-
ted the offence on Tuesday, 
when he was due to stand trial.

Campbell, of 5 Branksome 
Park, Longsdale Road, Oban, 

McCaig Road on September 
21 last year, unco-ordinated 
and unable to walk more than 
a short distance despite not 
smelling of alcohol.

When searched, Campbell, 
who works as a roofer, was 
found to have three ecstasy 
tablets in his possession, worth 
£30. Defence agent Sandy 
Mitchell explained the late plea 
as a result of the toxicology 
report being returned late.

He said: ‘They don’t always 
know what they have in their 
possession but he has faced up 
to the position now.

Fining Campbell £135, Sheriff 
John Herald said: ‘I only hope 
for your own sake you’re not 
taking ecstasy when you’re on 
a roof.’

AN OBAN man, who saw the 

hand when his mother was ill 
with cancer, has donated his 
100th pint of blood.

Bill Murray was one of nearly 
300 people who donated to 
the Blood Transfusion Service 
in Oban’s Corran Halls last 
Wednesday and Thursday.

After giving his 100th pint 
last Wednesday, the 65-year-old 
former civil engineer said: ‘I 

signing up to give blood. 
‘I thought it was a good idea 

that day but that was 35 years 
ago and I am still donating.

‘Since then I have seen my 
mother go through treatment for 
cancer, during which time she 
needed a lot of transfusions.

‘Regardless of personal 
involvement, you always feel 
good about donating and it is 
satisfying knowing someone 

Bill came to work in Argyll 
and Bute in 1986 and continued 
to donate here. He has only ever 
missed the opportunity to donate 

Man, 31, admits 
hotel assault
AN OBAN man who is 
currently the subject of three 
court orders has admitted 
carrying out an assault at the 
end of January.

James Hendry, 31, of room 
one, Willowdene Guest House, 
Glencruitten Road, Oban, pled 
guilty to assaulting a man at the 
Balmoral Hotel on January 26.

Hendry, who committed 
the offences while on bail, 
also admitted behaving in a 
disorderly manner by engaging 

on licensed premises.
Sentence was deferred on 

Hendry, who is currently 
subject to three community 
payback orders, until March 5.

A KENT man came perilously close to 
prison after calling an Oban sheriff racist 
for trying to explain Scots law.

Frank Puttick, 23, accused Sheriff John 
Herald of making a racist comment when he 
said the system of Scots law was different to 
that in England.

Kent, pled guilty to driving a stolen vehicle 
without a valid licence or insurance and 
failing to report an accident when he 
appeared at Oban Sheriff Court on Tuesday.

Problems arose when he denied two further 

or drugs and driving dangerously, causing 
an accident. Sheriff Herald told Puttick he 
would stand trial on the last two charges as 
he had pled not guilty but Puttick said: ‘How 
can you send me to trial for something you 
know nothing about?’

Sheriff Herald attempted to explain that 
in the Scottish system, sheriffs only hear 
the evidence when the case goes to trial but 
Puttick failed to grasp the distinction.

He said: ‘England and Scotland are part of 
the same place. If you were in trouble abroad 
you would contact the British embassy, you 
wouldn’t contact the English or Scottish 

embassy.’ When Sheriff Herald pointed out 
this wasn’t relevant Puttick accused him of 
making a ‘racist’ remark and said this was 
illegal in ‘the system’.

Local defence agent Edward Thornton 
intervened at this point ‘to stop things going 
from bad to worse’. He took Puttick out of 
the dock ‘to have a word with him’.

Appearing on Puttick’s behalf as a ‘friend 
of the court’ Mr Thornton formally entered 
the pleas. Puttick was granted bail and will 
stand trial on April 15. 

Sentence on the other matters was deferred 
until April 2.

Sound is due for consideration 
by Argyll and Bute’s planning 
committee in March or April.

further south of its existing 
site at Ardmaddy has gained 
all necessary licences and the 
decision now rests solely on 
planning considerations.

The Scottish Environment 
Protection Agency has assessed 
the proposal and considers it will 
‘not adversely affect the integrity 
of the site’.

A spokesman said: ‘The 
proposal outlined in the 

Bill Murray holds up a finger to mark his 100th donation to the Blood Transfusion Service. 
15_t07blood01

through illness or holidays. 
Describing the process as ‘a 
dawdle’ now, the Bill Murray 
of 35 years ago was less assured 
with the process.

I donated it was horrible, but 
that was only because the person 
taking the blood was not paying 
attention,’ Bill added.

‘The staff nowadays are very 
professional and the whole thing 
is very easy to do.

Donating
‘I have enjoyed life and I can 

help other people to have a good 
life by donating blood.

‘It doesn’t cost me anything 
and I don’t suffer because of it. 
I would encourage anyone to do 
it.’

Last Wednesday 152 people 
attended the Corran Halls, with 
136 able to donate. Among them 
were 16 new donors.

The following day the Blood 
Transfusion Service took 160 
donations from 178 attendees, 
23 of which were new donors. 

was 10 per cent higher than 
expected.

Oban man 
donates 
100th pint 
of blood

Exile archive donated 
to Lochaber project

It will aim to pair visitors with 
local companies and profes-
sionals providing equipment, 
instruction or guiding, as well as 
accommodation providers.

Local businesses and marketing 
groups have matched Visit Scot-
land’s cash support to give the 
marketing drive added impetus.
OCUK project manager Frazer 
Coupland said: ‘This collective 
approach and a strong campaign 
have attracted an extra £25,000 
of funding from VisitScotland 
and will make the difference in 
helping us to compete as one of 
Scotland’s key destinations.’

application has been assessed 
and at the scale proposed, the 

mitigated such that the impacts 
are considered to be within 
the carrying capacity of the 
receiving environment.’

Opposition
The plans, for 12 cages of 

100m circumference plus the 
installation of feed barge, have 
attracted much local opposition.

Campaigners claim ‘the 
resulting massive pollution 
would threaten the biodiversity 
in the waters of the Seil Sound 
and nearby Loch Melfort’.

Man close to being jailed after accusing 
Oban sheriff of making racist comment

Follow us on 

facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

MSP hails Scotland’s numerous human rights achievements

Lochyside spotlight on Burns

VisitScotland boosts outdoor capital 
group’s spring into summer campaign

Milestone reached 
after 35 years

Planners to consider 

An artist from the Isle of Mull had one of his paintings featured 
in a new Working Title movie. Graham Bruce-Richards, well 
known for his paintings of cows, was approached in March 

2012 to discuss featuring one of his paintings in the new 
film ‘I Give It a Year’. The designer and director particularly 

liked Graham’s style of work and decided to hang one of his 
paintings in the lead character’s home.

Eye to eye
with John Wallace

Technological Leapfrog
Every so often a new 

gadget comes along 

which truly amazes me. As 

I have often mentioned, 

when I started in practice 

the only way to examine 

your retina was with an 

ophthalmoscope. (That’s 

a special torch which 

enables the examiner to 

look through the light 

beam into your eye.) The 

main disadvantage of an 

ophthalmoscope is the 

very small area of retina 

that can be viewed at any 

one time. Over the years 

new imaging techniques 

have been developed to 

give wider views of your 

retina without loss of 

clarity. These originally 

were based on “wet film” 

camera systems which 

were notoriously hit or 

miss when obtaining high 

quality images. Computers 

hastened the development 

of digital imaging retinal 

cameras which gave an 

instantaneous view of the 

retina. All these systems 

suffer the same problem. 

Only a fraction of the retina 

is visible at any one time.

Some years ago a Scottish 

pioneer, Douglas Anderson 

from Dunfermline, 

developed a wide angle 

viewing system, the 

Optomap®. This gave a x20 

increase in the field of view 

possible i.e. almost the 

whole retina was visible 

at any one time. Many 

of you have benefitted 

from “Optomapping”. 

It has helped me find a 

variety of retinal problems 

from relatively trivial to 

extremely serious and 

possibly life threatening. 

But, as with all technology, 

the system could be 

improved.

Last night we became the 

first practice in Scotland 

to take delivery of the 

very latest Optomap® 

digital retinal imaging 

system. Not only has the 

amount of retina that can 

be viewed increased but 

the quality of the images 

has improved dramatically. 

The images obtained are 

now virtually the same 

high definition quality 

obtained by traditional 

small field digital cameras. 

What a difference five years 

make! I just wonder what 

new technology will come 

along next.

John Wallace BSc (Hons), FCOptom, DipCLP

Wallace Optometrists 
The West Highland Orthokeratology Clinic

11/12 Argyll Square, Oban

Tel: 0845 230 3937 (EYES)
www.wallaceoptometrists.co.uk
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PLANS to create a £400,000 
playpark in Oban have taken 
another step forward after the 
group behind the project gained 
charitable status.

Friends of Oban Community 
Playpark is pushing on with 
ambitious plans to raise the 
capital for a new playpark 

outside Atlantis Leisure. Its new 
management committee was 
formed at the annual meeting 
in December, when it was also 
announced Oban Community 
Play Park had gained charity 
status as a Scottish Charitable 
Incorporated Organisation 
(SCIO).

So far the group has raised 
more than £12,000 with the help 
of the local community towards 
building a new and larger play 
park.

The group’s acting chairwoman 
Lyndsay Elliott said: ‘We’ve been 
obsessing over play equipment 

makes the best equipment. We’ve 
been discussing the merits of wet 
pour cement versus wood chip, 
whether sand is practical and if 
we can squeeze in and afford all 
the great ideas. 

‘So far, we’ve got four 
companies providing free 
designs and when we have 

funds, we will use an open 
tender process for companies to 
bid for the contract. At this point 
we’ll be opening the designs 
up to the wider community for 
inspection.’ 

The £400,000 is made up 
of planning and professional 
fees, equipment purchase, 

landscaping, installation and 
VAT. The group is also working 
with Atlantis Leisure and Argyll 
and Bute Council to agree a sub-
lease for the area of land.

Meanwhile, fundraising 
continues with a Wizard of Oz 
Film showing at Oban Phoenix 
Cinema on March 3. 

New £400,000 playpark for Oban moves a step closer

FUNDS to help homeless people 
get clean clothes, clean bedding 
and hot food have been provided 
to HOPE Kitchen in Oban by a 
local organisation.

Oban and Lorn Lions have 
donated more than £600 to help 
HOPE buy a washing machine, 
tumble dryer and baked potato 
oven.

Matching funds 
Robert Chipchase of Oban and 

Lorn Lions, said: ‘The Lions 
were moved by the plight of the 

group of homeless that HOPE 
were supporting, at that time 
living in tents.

‘We decided to help to fund 
all of the items HOPE needed in 
order that matching funds could 
be obtained from a third sector 
grant.’

Jess Macdonald, a founder 
member of HOPE, said: ‘I was 
blown away when I was told they 
were funding the whole 50 per 
cent – we were speechless.

‘This helps a lot because 

people can’t afford to get their 
things washed so we can give 
them clean clothes, clean sleep-
ing bags, clean bedding.’

But Jess explained the money 
would do more than help home-
less people as elderly Oban resi-
dents as well as young couples 
also use the service because it’s 
cheaper than staying at home 
and paying for heating.

24 hours Hope
Talking of future plans for 

HOPE, Jess said: ‘We want to 

teach people how to cook and 
show them how to make money 
go further. 

‘We would also love to open 
up the hours that the guys need. 
You need drop in centres that are 
open 24 hours.’

Stuart Chalmers, chairman 
of HOPE committee, added: 
‘Premises are now the number 
one priority. We’re hoping to try 

own. We are getting so full here 
we are outgrowing the place.’

Left to right: Stuart Chalmers, Thomas Potts, Jess Macdonald and Kerry McInnes receive the cheque from Alex Milligan, Lions 
president, and Robert Chipchase. 16_t07hope01

TWO MEN have been jailed, 
one for almost two years and 
the other for one year, following 
what a sheriff described as ‘an 
appalling assault’ in Oban.

Sickening CCTV footage of 
the assault, in which a man was 
repeatedly stamped on before 
an ‘innocent bystander’ was 
punched in the face, was shown 
in Oban Sheriff Court last 
week.

Brian Edwards, 20, of 17 Keil 
Gardens, Benderloch, was seen 
attacking a man in a fast food 
outlet on Oban’s George Street 
last November 23.

Procurator Fiscal Claire Martin 
told the court Edwards punched 
his victim repeatedly before 
repeatedly stamping on him.

Andrew MacMillan, 33, was 
shown initially trying to calm 
Edwards down - before punch-
ing the victim’s friend.

The two victims of the assault 
had been ordering food when the 
pair rushed in and attacked them 
from behind.

A sharp intake of breath was 
heard in the court as CCTV 
showed the assault continue with 
Edwards’ girlfriend, 19-year-old 
Carrie Robertson, who resides 
with Edwards, stamping on the 

MacMillan pushed Edwards 
and Robertson out the door of 
the premises to stop the attack 
before Edwards landed a ‘left 
handed Haymaker’ on an inno-
cent bystander who was trying 
to see if Robertson was okay. 

Edwards hit the bystander so 
hard he knocked the man’s tooth 
out.

Edward’s defence agent Edward 
Thornton blamed the assault on 
‘ill feeling’ between Robertson 
and her victim’s girlfriend. He 
said despite this being a ‘nasty 
unprovoked attack of a violent 
nature’, Edwards was ‘normally 
a hard working young man’.

Laura McManus, speaking 
on behalf of Robertson, said 
she was ‘deeply ashamed of her 
behaviour’ and felt ‘really bad’ 
for the man she assaulted.

Mrs McManus, also defending 
MacMillan, said he felt a sense 
of loyalty towards him and ‘fool-
ishly intervened’. She added: 
‘He was initially trying to calm 
matters down but things took a 
turn for the worse.’

Sheriff John Herald sentenced 
Edwards to 21 months in jail and 
imposed a two-year community 
payback order on Robertson in-
cluding 150 hours of unpaid 
work.

He said: ‘I’m faced with a situ-
ation in the main thoroughfare of 
this town which turned into an 
appalling assault on two people 
minding their own business and 
a third person not only minding 
his own business but caught up 
in something which he had noth-
ing to do with at all.’

Sheriff Herald acknowledged 
MacMillan’s ‘lesser part’ in the 
assault but sentenced him to 12 
months imprisonment as he has 
a ‘lengthy record’.

Two jailed 
after town 
centre assault
Woman helped boyfriend 
stamp on victim

Lions bring hope to Oban kitchen

Searchers

Loch Awe

No appeal lodged against Clachan Seil windfarm decision
A PROPOSED wind farm at 
Clachan Seil will not go ahead 
after the developer failed to enter 
an appeal by the deadline.

Developer Rory Young had 
an application for nine wind 
turbines turned down at a public 
hearing in November last year. 

After that hearing Mr Young 
told The Oban Times he would 
‘seriously consider an appeal’ 
but the deadline of February 2 
passed without him doing so.

comes despite rumours circu-

lating in the local area that an 
appeal was ‘imminent’.

Planning committee council-
lors voted unanimously to reject 
Clachan Community Energy’s 
application last November.

Mr Young had offered to pay 
the community £80,000 per year 

regardless of how much energy 
the wind farm produced.

-
lene Knox said the proposal was 
within a ‘sensitive and highly 
prominent location’.

Objector Irene Coulson re-
ferred to wind farm as a ‘wind 

factory’. She told the hearing: 
‘His industrial scale develop-
ment is completely the opposite 
of a community project – it is 
community exploitation.’

Mr Young could not be reached 
for comment as The Oban Times
went to press.

-
man has been found in Loch Awe 
after a search that combined the 
vast resources of Strathclyde 
Police with local knowledge.

Rescue teams ended a six-day 
search for Michael Pringle at 
12.50pm last Saturday when 
police divers located his body 
in the River Orchy, close to its 
north bank at Lochawe village. 

The Mauchline man, who was 
engaged to be married, had been 
visiting the area with his father. 
The pair became separated after 
leaving The Tight Line pub in 
Lochawe in the early hours of 
February 3.

The 25-year-old’s disappear-
ance brought back memories of 

on Loch Awe in March 2009. 
Among recommendations 

adopted following the fatal ac-
cident inquiry into their death 
was to formulate a ‘list of assets’ 
for future searches.

As a result, Strathclyde Police 
last week augmented its own 
resources with Oban Mountain 
Rescue Team, HM Coastguard 
and the locally-organised 
LochWatch. Iain MacKinnon of 
LochWatch said: ‘Our ‘spotters’ 
utilised our thermal imaging 

Unfortunately, it did not help to 

not detected, suggested he was 
probably in the water.

‘It is very sad that another life 
has been lost around Loch Awe.’ 

The focus of the large-scale 
search was based on the discov-
ery of Michael’s jacket near the 
River Orchy. The search team 
included a police helicopter, 
mountain rescue teams, dog 
branch, underwater unit and the 
British Transport Police, which 
searched the railway line be-
tween Lochawe and Dalmally. 

Michael’s family, who were 
in the area when his body was 
found, have thanked rescue 
teams and the police for their 
efforts. See letters page.

Woman injured in 
firearms incident
A WOMAN was injured after a 

in a house in Seil.
The incident occurred at 

around 7pm on February 
3 and although the woman 
required medical treatment, her 
injuries were not considered 
life threatening.  As a result 
of the incident, two men have 
been reported to the Procurator 
Fiscal for culpable and reckless 
conduct.

Mull fish farm site 
to be inspected 
after appeal
AN INSPECTION is to take 
place at a proposed site for a 

The Scottish Salmon Company 
(SSC) aims to overturn refusal 
of planning permission.

Scridain in the south of Mull 
were rejected by Argyll and 
Bute Council last September.

But SSC has entered an appeal 
to that decision and the outcome 
should be known by March 
13. A site visit by a Scottish 
Government reporter will take 
place on February 26.

Cinema to show 
Tarantino film
OBAN’S Phoenix Cinema will 
be one of only 20 in the UK to 

of Quentin Tarantino’s new 
blockbuster Django Unchained.

The cinema is likely to use 
digital projectors from the end 
of April but until then it has 
to try and attract the limited 

Cinema manager Fee Shaw 
said: ‘I think we are one of only 
three cinemas in Scotland to get 
Django Unchained, so it is nice 
to know we are competing with 
the big guns.’

Django Unchained will be 
shown from February 22 to 28.

Man accused
AN OBAN man has been 
accused of acting in a 
threatening manner in his own 
home.

Craig Munro, 32, of 2 Hynish 
Crescent, denied charges when 
he appeared from custody at 
Oban Sheriff Court on Tuesday. 
Munro was released on bail to 
another address and is expected 
to stand trial on April 3. 

He will appear next on March 
20.

THE FUTURE OF 
EUROPEAN FISHERIES

Lecture by Struan Stevenson MEP 
(Vice Chairman of the European Parliament Fisheries Committee) 

followed by Q&A

Thursday 21st February 2013, 18.00-19.00
At the Scottish Marine Institute, Oban, Argyll, PA37 1QA

This event is free to attend, but registration is required: 
please email epedinburgh@ep.europa.eu or call 0131 557 7866 to reserve your place
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Planning to start your own business?
Develop your ideas into a practical and effective plan to launch your business.
Getting the marketing right for your business is crucial to its success. This 
workshop will help you to understand your competitors, identify your customers 
and understand the things you need to consider for effective marketing.
Developing a realistic, working business plan is essential when you’re starting 
up a business, this 2 day workshop shows you how to create a robust business 
plan. Good financial management is essential, learn to manage a profit and 
loss account; produce a cashflow statement; understand the meaning of 
working capital; describe the main sources of finance; and understand the 
different legal structures of a business.

February – 13/14, Lochgilphead
March – 5/6, Oban; 18/19, Campbeltown; 20/21, Helensburgh; 
26/27, Rothesay

The “Practical Basic Book-keeping” workshop
Book-keeping is a core business skill, and, even if someone else does it for you, 
you still need to understand and value the process.
If you want to know the starting point for good record-keeping, this is the 
course for you. Those new to business and with little or no formal training in 
bookkeeping will particularly benefit.

February – 19, Dunoon
March – 1, Helensburgh; 12, Inveraray; 20, Oban

Introduction to social media for your business
This workshop is aimed at people that are very new to or still sceptical about 
the idea of using social media for their business.
Course objectives:
• Provide delegates with a basic understanding of what social media is and 

what benefits there may be of using it for business
• Give delegates a chance to explore some of the basic technical aspects of 

well-known social media sites (Facebook, LinkedIn and Twitter)
• Show delegates how to get the most out of using social media and how to 

deal with negative feedback
The workshop will explain the principles behind what social media is, how it 
works and why it is so popular. It will explain how the “process” of social media 
allows it to be used for a wide variety of business objectives. It will discuss and 
explain a number of the most popular social media sites including Facebook, 
Twitter, YouTube, Blogger, etc.

February – 18, Mull; 21, Rothesay
March – 4, Inveraray; 7, Oban

Improve your business website performance
Aimed at small businesses that already have a website, whether this was built 
by a professional website designer or homemade, who feel that their website 
isn’t producing the results that they expect, or needs refreshing. It is also 
suitable for people currently in the process of building or having a website 
built to make sure the end result is going to be successful. It is aimed at those 
with no technical web development skills BUT basic PC skills are required.
Course objectives:
• Provide delegates with a basic understanding of which factors are key to the 

success of a website
• Show delegates how these factors can be used to create a good design
• Give delegates examples of common mistakes made
• Provide delegates with a number of online sources that provide 

further good practice and advice

The course will discuss the 4 key success factors of website development: 
visibility, appearance, functionality and compatibility. It will cover issues 
including graphic design, layout, navigation, the online sales process, search 
engine optimisation, browser compatibility and site feedback.

February – 18, Mull; 21, Rothesay
March – 4, Inveraray; 7, Oban

Build your own business website
Aimed at small businesses looking to build their own business website. 
It is aimed at those with no technical web development skills or experience 
but basic PC skills are required. The course will include some very basic 
online trading.
Course objectives:
• Introduce delegates to the basics of good website design
• Explain the various (online) tools available to build a website and how to 

choose the one best suited for the purpose
• Show delegates the kind of activities that are involved in building their own 

website using an online tool
Delegates will be introduced to the basic essentials of website design, how to 
make it findable as well as attractive and at the same time usable. The course 
will explain which tools are available and how to pick the one that would be 
best suited for the purpose. Delegates will learn a wide variety of skills using 
a simple online website building tool. These skills include working with text, 
images, colour and layout as well as managing pages (navigation) adding links 
and some simple functionality.

February - 19, Mull; 22, Rothesay
March – 5, Inveraray; 8, Oban

NEW Online trading essentials
Small businesses that are considering selling products or services, or taking 
bookings and payments online, but don’t know where to start. This course 
is less suitable for people who are already trading online and are looking for 
detailed technical advice. 
Course objectives: 
• Explain the basic building blocks of an online trading site
• Discuss various options available to achieve an online shop or booking system
• Show various means of taking online payment
• Make delegates aware of the legislation in relation to online trading 
The workshop will introduce delegates to the basics of online trading. It will 
look at the essential things needed in order to be able to take online orders 
or bookings, and how they can be achieved, including online payment such as 
PayPal. It will cover various means by which an online shop or booking system 
can be achieved, including using third party providers such as eBay, Amazon 
or Booking.com. 

March – 6, Inveraray

Places are limited so to find out more or book your
place please contact the Business Gateway team

T | 01546 605459 
E | business.gateway@argyll-bute.gov.uk

Business Gateway Workshops in Argyll and Bute

Morvern Lines Loch Lomond 
island remains 
identified
HUMAN remains found on 
Inchmoan Island on Loch 

those of a 13-year-old girl who 
died on the loch eight years ago.

Holly Buchanan fell into the 
loch on March 13 2005 while 
on a boating trip with her father 
Angus. Despite extensive land 
and underwater searches at the 
time, the bodies of Holly and 
her father were never recovered.

New Gaelic 
primary for 
Glasgow
CONSTRUCTION on a new 
Gaelic primary school in 
Glasgow is expected to begin in 
September this year following 
an investment of £800,000 from 
the Scottish Government.

The Gaelic Medium Education 
primary school will be part 
of the Glendale Campus in 
Pollokshields.

Minister for Learning, Science 
and Scotland’s Languages 
Alastair Allan said: ‘The 
continued increase in demand 
for Gaelic Medium Education in 
Glasgow clearly demonstrates 
that parents are not only 
recognising the impressive 

with a bilingual education, but 
that we are securing a sustain-
able and vibrant future for the 
language in future generations.’

at Woodside, opened in August 
2006. Work on the new school 
is due to be completed in early 
2015.

Lochaline woman 
‘didn’t see 
motorcyclist’
A LOCHALINE woman who 
pled guilty to causing a head 
to head collision near Bridge 
of Orchy has been banned for 
a year and told she must sit an 
extended test to get her licence 
back.

Jennifer Laurie, 48, of 29 Torr 
na Faire, Lochaline, Morvern, 
was overtaking a car towing a 
trailer on August 27 when she 
collided with a motorbike.

Defending, Lindsay MacNeill 
said Laurie ‘simply didn’t see 
the motorcyclist’. 

when she appeared at Oban 
Sheriff Court last Tuesday.

THERE are many interesting and historical 
graveyards scattered throughout the Highlands 
and Islands but few to equal Kiel standing on a 
hill overlooking Lochaline in Morvern. 

According to local tradition, the site was 
selected by St Columba himself which, if true, 
pushes its origin back to the 6th century. 

Regardless of the exact date, the site is 
one of great antiquity and the fact that there 
have been at least four places of worship on 

importance.  
The Romans were fond of burying their 

dead at crossroads. Kiel stands at a once 
busy crossroad and in this place people from 
Morvern have been buried for generations. 

The longing to be laid to rest in the place 
of one’s birth or home was and is very strong 
not only in the Highlands and Islands but 
throughout the world. Regardless of the 
distance, no effort was spared to take the body 
back to the family burial ground.

There are more than 240 inscribed headstones 
at Kiel with many more undoubtedly lying 
hidden beneath the surface. Not all graves are 
marked. 

There are two reasons for this. Firstly, it was 
only relatively wealthy families who could 
pay a stone mason and secondly, up until the 
18th century, it was often considered that it 
would bring bad luck to the family concerned 
if the deceased’s name appeared on a stone - a 
sentiment echoed in a Latin inscription on the 
gravestone of a 13th Franciscan, now in the 
Museum of Budapest, which translated reads: 
‘Stranger do not seek my name, but when thou 
pass say an Ave for my soul’.

Three Banavie Primary School pupils have finished a five-month project at Lochaber Rural Educa-
tion Centre which saw them build devices to attract birds, bats and bugs. The youngsters - Caitlin 

Martin, 8, Neilie Clark, 9, and Reba Hunter, 7 – visited the complex once a week as part of the PERCY 
Project which was set up in October for children with learning difficulties. Lochaber High School 

pupils Drew Coupland and Rowan MacLeod also took part. Former Lochaber High School teacher 
Derek Hamilton ran the course, helping the children build bird and bat boxes and small ‘bug hotels’ 

which have been placed around the centre. Caitlin, Neilie and Reba are pictured with some of the 
finished articles. 20_f07box01

Plockton boat club 
up for award
PLOCKTON Small Boat 
Sailing Club (PSBSC) has been 
shortlisted for the RYA Scotland 
Club of the Year award. 

The nomination is in 
recognition of both the club’s 
long history – it was founded 
in 1933 - and recent steps taken 
to increase membership and 
participation in the sport. The 
result will be announced at 
the national sailing centre at 
Largs on Saturday February 23 
as part of RYA Scotland’s Big 
Weekend. PSBSC commodore 
Alexander MacKenzie will 
attend the event.

Fuel theft warning
POLICE have warned residents 
in Mallaig and Strontian to 
ensure their diesel and heating 
oil is secure after a large 
amount of fuel was stolen from 
outside a house near Acharacle.

sum’ of diesel was reported 
to have been taken sometime 
between January 27 and 
February 1.

The oldest grave marker is dated 1709 and 
commemorates a Hew (sic) Cameron. This is 
actually a ‘recycled’ 600-year-old slab now 
inside the Kirk Session House, which was 
converted into a museum to display the rest of 
a superb collection of medieval stones brought 
in from the adjoining cemetery for preservation 
in 1914. 

There are stones to the Camerons of 
Glendessary and the Macleans of Kingairloch 
and Kinlochaline - important landowners 
and chieftains in Morvern at one time; local 
clergymen - including an Episcopalian bishop; 
a Spanish princess from the supposed treasure 
ship lying at the bottom of Tobermory Bay; 
local bards, doctors and John Sinclair, a wealthy 
Tobermory merchant and distiller who founded 
the village of Lochaline. 

A stone erected by a Hugh Cameron in memory 
of his mother Catherine who died in 1773, aged 
52, depicts a cow which is unusual. Another 
erected by John Morrison, mariner, Ardrishaig, 
commemorates his son Angus, feur, Lochaline 
- ‘Taken suddenly from time to eternity on 25 
July 1852, aged 30 years’. His fate though is not 
known.

The most poignant and ornate headstone is 
undoubtedly that carved by John Cameron, the 
Morvern blacksmith, known as ‘An Gobhainn 
Mor’ – the Big Smith. 

It was erected in the late 1700s by him and 
his wife Flora in memory of their 11 deceased 
children whose little heads appear along the top 
edge of a raised panel.

There was a belief held in Morvern until 
recently that the spirit of the person last buried 
has to keep watch over the churchyard till the 
next burial takes place. 

It was called ‘Faire ‘chlaidh’ and was looked 
on as a very undesirable duty. When two deaths 
happened locally at the same time, there was 
often keen rivalry as to which of the deceased 

SOMETIME ago two funerals were approaching 
the graveyard at Kingairloch from opposite 
directions. 

As they neared the cemetery on the shores of 
Loch a’ Choire, both parties quickened their 
pace. 

The one likely to reach the burial ground last 
went forward with a rush and instead of going 
round to the entrance, unceremoniously threw 

A young boy belonging to the party, couldn’t 
contain himself and clapping his hands with 
great glee, shouted in Gaelic, ‘Chosuinn mo 
shean-mhathair an reise’ – my grandmother has 
won the race!

It is very sad to see the once revered and well-
cared for Kiel graveyard and its surroundings 
falling into such a state of dilapidation. I will 
happily provide any reader from Morvern with 
details of their family stone from my register of 
inscriptions. 

Iain Thornber.
Ancient resting place: one of the old 

weathered gravestones in Keil graveyard.  

Banavie primary trio complete project

THE OWNER of the 19th 
century railway station building 
at Dalmally has been accused 

ignoring the concerns of the 
community by renovating the 
property. 

But Graham Whaite, who 
bought the listed building from 
Network Rail 14 years ago, says 
the work he has done on the 
building so far has only been to 
stop it falling down.

His plan is to create workshops 

converting the upstairs into 
residential accommodation.

But Glenorchy and Innishail 
Community Council contacted 
Argyll and Bute Council after 
concerns were raised over 
whether suitable planning per-
mission was in place.

The local authority has since 
told the community council that 
at least two attempts to secure 
a planning application between 

November 19 and December 
21 were ignored and that Mr 
Whaite had been instructed 

buildings without ‘the necessary 
approvals’.

The developer has this week 
been served with an enforce-
ment notice, which requires the 
submission of a planning appli-
cation within the next 28 days.

The listed Dalmally Station building. 16_t07station01

Questions have also been 
raised about whether there 
is permission for two large 
containers on the site, which Mr 
Whaite told The Oban Times
were for building materials. The 
Oban Times asked the council 

It declined to comment, saying 
only: ‘The matter is currently 
under consideration by our plan-

ning team, and we cannot com-
ment further at the moment.’

Asked whether he had plan-
ning permission for work on the 
station building, Mr Whaite said 
the matter was being dealt with 
by his architect.

The former Lunga man added: 
‘I have spent a lot of time and 
money on this building. People 
should be more concerned about 
what would have happened if I 
had done nothing.’

At Glenorchy and Innishail 
Community Council’s January 
meeting, residents expressed 
concerns about the development, 
with one claiming Mr Whaite 
was ‘alienating’ the community.

However, community council-
lor John Ogden said: ‘He has 
rescued an old building that 
could have fallen down but he is 
going about it the wrong way.’

The community council meet-
ing is on March 6 at Dalmally 
Community Centre.

Community voices concern 
over Dalmally build project
‘People should be more concerned about what would       
have happened if I had done nothing,’ states owner
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A WOMAN who found two silver rings 
washed up on the shores of Loch Linnhe 
has been allowed to keep them after their 
rightful owner could not be traced.

Geology student Ellen Phillips found the 
cubic zirconia bands in a water-damaged 
ring box in amongst rocks just south of Cuil 
Bay near Duror last July.

Police in Glencoe appealed for any 
information about where the rings came 

from and contacted a jewellers in England 
where the rings were thought to have been 
purchased but could not source the original 
owners.

Ellen told The Oban Times it was a shame 
no one had claimed them, but said she was 
delighted to be allowed to keep the two 
rings.

She said: ‘I got a phone call from the police 
in Glencoe to say no one had come forward 

for them and then they sent them on down 
to me.

‘I’m really happy to have them. I wear 
one of them daily, and the other one stays at 
home. They are a really nice reminder of my 
trip to Scotland.’

Ellen, a student at Cardiff University, spent 
part of last summer in Lochaber researching 
her dissertation on the formation of the 
Duror and Kentallen peninsula.

Ellen Phillips has been given back the silver the rings she found on the shore.

Finder gets to keep silver rings 
washed up on Loch Linnhe shore

POST OFFICE plans to relocate 
its Stornoway branch into a local 
shop have been greeted with 
dismay in the Western Isles.

Scotland and 70 across the UK 
being lined up with a possible 
retail partner.

The move is part of the 
biggest business transformation 

history as it seeks to boost 

competition and electronic 
communications. 

compulsory redundancies or 
closures are planned and is 
committed to retaining a Crown 

Na h-Eileanan an Iar MP 
Angus MacNeil MP said putting 

ongoing dismantling’ of the 
service. 

He told The Oban Times: ‘In 

won the title ‘Best Performing 
Branch in the UK’ and their 

seems to be that they want to 
dismember it. 

‘I will be asking the Post 

local community before any 
further decisions are made on 
the future of the Crown Post 

is in the centre of Stornoway and 
as good a high street location as 
you could get.

‘I am sure the community will 
rally round and support the Post 

and months ahead.’
Local MSP Alasdair Allan 

also hit out at the ‘downgrade’ 

Dismay at 
Western 
Isles Post 

REPORT
by STEPHEN NORRIS

snorris@obantimes.co.uk

ALL EXTERNAL non-emergency calls 
to police in the Highlands and Islands will 
be handled from the force control room 
in Inverness from mid March, Northern 
Constabulary has announced.

The move, which presages the creation of 
the new national police service on April 1, 
will see a single Scotland-wide number for 
all non-emergency calls, 101, come into 
effect by the end of March.  

Stations currently handling calls, such as 
Fort William and Portree, will only receive 
external calls for service forwarded by the 
control room.

They will no longer be responsible for 
dispatching police resources, except in 
exceptional circumstances, freeing up front 
counter staff for other duties.

The new set up, police chiefs say, will 
enable consistency of service and effective 

critical incident management force-wide 
before the new national service goes live.

during reception opening hours. 
Force Operations Centre Inspector Dave 

Ross said: ‘From mid-November all Nairn, 
Badenoch and Strathspey calls have been 
answered centrally by the control room and 
this has gone very smoothly. 

‘Prior to this, we were already handling all 
calls for Ross and Cromarty and Inverness. 
Where appropriate a police response is 
provided and if required, calls are transferred 
to staff at local stations.’ 

All 999 calls in the force area have been 
handled centrally through the control 
room since 2006. Of almost half a million 
calls handled in 2011-12, around half were 
answered by control room staff. 

Northern Constabulary opts for 
central call centre in Inverness
Single Scotland-wide number for all non-emergency 

calls to be introduced from end of March

Ardfern driver  
who refused 
breath tests fined 
and banned
AN ARDFERN man who 
refused to provide two breath 
tests for police who thought 
he smelled of alcohol has been 

driving for a year.
Michael Dyer, 49, of 

Ardlarach Chalet, Ardlarch 
Road, Ardfern, pled guilty to 
the offence when he appeared 
at Oban Sheriff Court last 
Tuesday. Defence agent Duncan 
Durbin said Dyer had acted 
‘foolishly’ as he was ‘wholly 
uninitiated in police procedure’.

School pupils 
suggest names for 
new Seil skiff
A SHORTLIST of 10 names 
for the new Seil Skiff, from 
suggestions by school pupils, 
boat builders and shareholders, 
has been drawn up. 

These include Gaelic sugges-
tions Sguman, which means 
skimmer, Mara for sea and 
Siaban, meaning sea-spray.

Other entries include Seamew, 
Soul of Seil, Kelpie, Selkie, 
Tornal, Cuan and Scarba. The 
name will be chosen by a vote 
held on the Seil Skiff website.

second choice visit www.
seilskiff.org.uk. Voting closes 
on February 28.

Oban shop
selects charity
AN OBAN shop has chosen to 
back the North Argyll Carers 
Centre as its chosen charity for 

The Original Factory Shop 

to collect this year for the centre 
through fundraisers organised 
by staff. The centre was 
nominated as a worthy cause 
through the store’s facebook 
page. Last year the store raised 

Sclerosis Therapy Centre.

THE VILLAGE of Dunbeg has 
become a key strategic part of 
plans to re-invigorate the Argyll 
and Bute economy, according to 
council representatives.

A meeting of the Dunbeg Task-
force last Friday at the Scottish 
Association for Marine Science 
(SAMS), featured presentations 
on the Lorn Arc, the European 
Marine Science Park, Dunstaff-
nage and the Argyll and Bute 
Local Development Plan, all of 
which have implications for the 
village.

Councillor Iain MacDonald, 
who chaired the meeting, de-
scribed the combined projects as 
the most important development 
in the county.

However, some residents 
expressed a fear of over-develop-

Isle of Lismore 
crash driver      
fined £730
A PITLOCHRY teenager was 

penalty points on his licence at 
Oban Sheriff Court last week 
after  admitting four driving 
offences.

David Colthart, 19, declined 
legal advice when he pled guilty 
to careless driving and taking 
a car without the consent of its 
owner on Lismore.

Colthart, of 2 Wades Bridge 
Road, Old Bridge of Tilt, 
Pitlochry, lost control of the 
Vauxhall Corsa and caused 

it left the road and landed in a 
ditch, the court heard.

The teenager also admitted 
driving without insurance and 
failing to report an accident. 

Driver banned
AN OBAN man has been 
banned from driving and 
ordered to do unpaid work.

Avenue, Oban, appeared at 
Oban Sheriff Court for sentenc-
ing last week after admitting the 
offences on a previous occasion.

Darrah was banned from 
driving for two years for an 
offence last October 18. He also 
had an 18-month ban imposed 
for crashing near Taynuilt last 
November 11  plus an 18-month 
community payback order, 
during which Darrah must 

work.

Dunbeg plan could prove 
key to re-invigorating 
Argyll and Bute economy

Councillor Iain MacDonald 
described the projects as the 
most important development 

in the county.

The jobs impact will  

be positive.

CROFTERS and landowners 
on the Isle of Islay will have the 
chance to shape Scottish land 
reform in the coming years.

The Land Reform Review 
Group, whose recommendations 
will help shape the next phase 
of land reform in Scotland, will 
visit the island next Wednesday 
to meet with farmers, crofters, 
landowning representatives and 
the wider community.

The group, established by 
the Scottish Government last 
summer, is headed by Dr Alison 
Elliot. Her colleagues are Dr 
Sarah Skerratt and Professor Jim 
Hunter, supported by 12 advisers 
from a range of backgrounds.

Dr Elliot said: ‘Our Islay 
visit is one of a number we’ve 

been making since the autumn 
to different parts of Scotland 
– from the Borders, Dumfries 
and Galloway to Lewis, Harris 
and the Uists. We issued a call 
for evidence some months ago 
and we’ve received several 
hundred, often highly detailed, 
submissions that we’re now 
going through. But while it’s 
good to have lots of material of 
this sort, it’s equally important 
that we meet with people in their 
own localities and give them a 
chance to put their views to us 

aiming to do in Islay.’
The group will host a public 

meeting at Ionad Chaluim Chille 
Ìle, Islay’s Gaelic College, at 

Islay public meeting 
to debate views on 
Scottish land reform

AN OBAN man who threatened to ‘sort out’ his partner’s 16-year- 
old daughter appeared at Oban Sheriff Court last week.

making a threatening phone call to his partner at the time, last 
October 19. Sheriff John Herald deferred sentence on MacCall 

Oban man admits threatening  
partner’s daughter

Oban man admits 
refusing drink 
drive breath tests
REFUSING to provide police 
with two breath samples after 
they suspected he had been 
drink driving landed one Oban 
man in custody this week.

Hugh Ramsay, 40, of 11 
Stalcair Crescent, Oban, pled 
guilty to the offence when he 
appeared at Oban Sheriff Court 
on Monday.

Sentence was deferred until 
February 18 for the production 
of his driving licence but he was 
banned in the interim.

Valentine’s ceilidh 
fundraiser for 
Winter Festival
THE FIRST fundraising event 
for this year’s Oban Winter 
Festival will take place in 
the unusual venue of Oban 
Distillery’s No. 6 store.

The distillery storeroom 
proved a hit during last year’s 
festival when it was used for 
the Christmas market and this 
Saturday it will host a Valen-
tine’s ceilidh with music from 
Tiree’s Trail West and catering 
by Oban Spitroasts.

Organiser Pamela Lockhart 
said: ‘I hope everyone who 
enjoyed the Winter Festival 
comes along to support us.

‘Fundraising is going to be 
more important than ever this 
year.’

Oban Winter Festival will take 
place between November 22 
and December 1 this year. 

Man admits 
supplying cannabis
A MAN who was supplying 
cannabis in Oban appeared at 
Oban Sheriff Court last week.

Duncan Keary, 28, of 17c 
Corran Brae, Dunollie, Oban, 
pled guilty to the offence 
and had sentence deferred 

preparation of reports.

PUPILS at Easdale Primary School 
have been busy lately learning all 
about food safety.

The youngsters have just 
completed the Food Standard Agency 
Programme where they learned 
‘about being healthy and having good 
hygiene’.

As part of the programme, children 

the most effective way to wash your 
hands, tried new fruits and vegetables 
and created songs and poems about 
all they had learned. 

The primary four to seven 
youngsters have also been getting 
active with sessions of rugby with 
Allan Wright. The children enjoyed 
learning new skills during the six 
rugby sessions.

Easdale primary pupils learn about 
food safety with songs and poems

Mull yacht club 
gains £6,500 
funding boost
A YACHT club on the Isle 

thousands of pounds of 
funding to increase its cadet 
membership.

Western Isles Yacht Club 

for All to buy equipment 
aimed at increasing its cadet 
membership and improving 
conditions for current members.
Awards for All is the National 
Lottery’s small grants scheme 
which gives out grants of 

make a big difference across 
Scotland.

and is seeking a meeting with 

would certainly be worried if, 
as suggested, relocating the Post 

a reduction in number of services 
available such as the provision of 
passport documentation, vehicle 
licences  and travel insurance. 

‘It does trouble me that the 
UK Government appear to be 
going further and further down 
the road of privatising the postal 
service, something which in my 
view makes the case for these 
services being controlled in 
Scotland.’

branches into retailers would 
mean more ‘open-plan’ space 
and longer opening hours ‘where 
possible’.

A spokesperson said: ‘We 
are committed to having a Post 

Our overall investment will 
maintain the size of the network 
and modernise branches to meet 
customer needs. 

‘Crown branches are a 
fundamental part of our long-
term growth strategy and need 

are currently operating at a 

‘To maintain our high street 
presence we will be looking to 

branches enabling us to stay in 
these locations.’

The move is subject to a six-
week consultation with the local 
community. 

ment, citing a poor roads network 
and inadequate school provision 
as reasons for concern. 

Council planner Adrian Jack-
son-Stark gave a presentation 
on the local development plan, 
which makes allowances for up 

corridor’ towards Oban and the 
creation of the nearby Saulmore 
Golf Course, among other devel-
opments.

The meeting also heard about 
plans to create a roundabout near 
the Halfway House Filling Sta-
tion to improve access into the 

village and to upgrade the Lorn 
Road and Kirk Road to make a 
double carriageway entrance to 
SAMS.

Robert Pollock, the council’s 
head of economic development, 
said: ‘We have always recognised 
Dunbeg and Dunstaffnage as an 
important asset and a key area 
for residential and commercial 
development.’

During her presentation on the 
European Marine Science Park, 
HIE project manager Morag 
Goodfellow said: ‘By its very ti-
tle, this is a site of European sig-

and the business community.’
A show of hands revealed 

around two thirds of the large au-
dience to be residents of Dunbeg 
but a number of politicians were 

also in attendance, including MP 
Alan Reid and Highlands and 
Islands MSP Mike MacKenzie.
Addressing Mr Pollock and Mr 
Jackson-Stark, Mr MacKenzie 

-

as a result of the projects and 
questioned whether an adequate 
housing allocation was in place.

Mr Pollock said he believed 
provision would be adequate, 
adding: ‘The jobs impact will be 
positive, but I don’t think it will 

Dunbeg Primary School 
janitor Thomas Sharp raised 
concerns over how a population 
boom would affect the school 
and was given assurances the 
council’s education department 
was looking into it. 

Robert Pollock

RWE npower renewables is working towards 
developing a wind farm at Ardchonnel, 6.5 km 
north west of Inveraray. 

We are holding public exhibitions in Inveraray, 
Portsonachan and Dalavich and would like to 
hear your views about the proposal. This is your 
chance to find out more about the project, ask 
questions and register your comments to the 
development team.

Admission is free and everyone is welcome.

For further information
Email: 
ardchonnel@npower-renewables.com
Website:
www.npower-renewables.com/ardchonnel

Public Exhibition Dates:

Monday 18 February: 
Inveraray Parish Church Hall, Inveraray
2.00pm - 8.00pm

Tuesday 19 February: 
Portsonachan Village Hall, Loch Awe
2.00pm - 7.00pm

Wednesday 20 February: 
Dalavich Community Centre, Dalavich
2.00pm - 7.00pm

Please note that any comment made to RWE 
npower renewables at this time are not 
representations to the Council and would not be 
considered as part of any future planning 
application.

This photo is not intended to represent the appearance, size or scale  of the proposed Ardchonnel Wind Farm.

ARDCHONNEL WIND FARM PLANS 
GO ON SHOW
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As reported exclusively in The Oban Times, groundworks 
for a new malt whisky distillery are underway at Glenbeg in 

Ardnamurchan. The site lies a few yards north of the B8807 road 
between Salen and Kilchoan. Developers Adelphi hope to be 

producing spirit by the end of the year. 

WORK to upgrade Kilmelford Village Hall is currently being 
carried out and is expected to be completed by the end of the 
month.

More than £9,000 was awarded to Kilmelford and Kilninver 
Community Association to insulate and refurbish the toilets and 
changing room areas of the hall.

The grant, from Awards For All Scotland, has helped build on 
work done to insulate other parts of the building.

Kilmelford Village Hall is used by a number of local groups as 
well as for a number of events throughout the year.

BUILDING work on the new 
Atlantic Islands Centre based on 
the Isle of Luing is set to start 
in June with plans for the centre 
progressing well.

A project development 
manager is currently being 
sought and Norman Bissell, 
vice chairman of Isle of Luing 
Community Trust, said there 
had been a lot of interest in this 
role.

He added: ‘We have had a 
good response to the adverts 
for the project development 
manager and we are cur-
rently drawing up a short list. 
Interviews will take place at the 
end of February.

funding from the EU Regional 
Development fund of around 
£360k and the application for 
the building warrant will be 
going in this week.

‘The next step will be to 
advertise for building contrac-
tors to undertake the work and 
we are now thinking of possibly 
June to start construction. 

‘It is all going forward very 
positively.’

FILM footage shot on the Isle 
of Luing has been included 
in a project about Scotland 
contributed to by people from 
all over the country.

Norman Bissell, who lives on 

THE VILLAGE of Carradale 
has been a big winner in the 
latest round of Big Lottery Fund 
grants, with a total of £21,000 
being spent on three projects.

The Big Lottery Fund, part 
of the Awards For All scheme, 
announced last Thursday that it 
had granted £10,000 to Network 
Carradale. 

Network Carradale plans 
to carry out an internal 
refurbishment of its tearoom to 
coincide with the opening of its 

TWO COWAL-based groups 
last week secured £5,100 of 
funding from Awards For All.

Dunoon and Cowal Heritage 
Trust has been granted £3,000 
from the Big Lottery Fund.

The trust will use the grant 
to run a reminiscence project 
involving local residents to 
record the memories of older 
people for future generations.

Dunoon Amateur Swimming 
Club aims to splash out on 
training courses for volunteer 
coaches after gaining £2,100 
from Sportscotland.

The club aims to attract 
new members and enhance 
competitive opportunities for 
existing members by training 
20 new volunteer coaches 
in UKCC Level 1 Teaching 
Aquatics.

Across Scotland, nearly 300 
groups have shared lottery 
funding worth more than £2m 
in this round of grants.

Awards for All is the National 
Lottery’s small grants scheme 
which gives out grants of 
between £500 and £10,000 that 
make a big difference across 
Scotland.

ARRAN Youth Forum aims to 
take youngsters to London after 
securing a grant from The Big 
Lottery Fund.

The £5,830 will be used to 
take 15 people to London for 
two days to visit the Houses of 
Parliament, London Eye and 
other sites of interest. 

The forum will also run a 
horse riding project for 10 
young people on the island.

Across Scotland, nearly 300 
groups have shared lottery 
funding worth more than £2m 
in this round of grants.

Awards for All is the National 
Lottery’s small grants scheme 
which gives out grants of 
between £500 and £10,000 that 
make a big difference across 
Scotland. 

A GRANT of nearly £10,000 
has been pledged to help replace 
play equipment in the village of 
Tarbet. 

Arrochar and Tarbet Com-
munity Council were successful 
in gaining a Big Lottery Fund 
grant of £9,597.

The community council plans 
to replace play equipment in the 
village, creating a safe area for 
young people to meet and take 
part in outdoor activities.

THE ISLE of Jura holds a 
special place in the heart of HM 
the Queen, according to a letter 
received on the island from the 
monarch.

The team at Jura Lives, the 
island’s oral history project, 
wrote to Her Majesty after 
collating stories about how 
many islanders greeted the 
Royal family on a visit to Jura 
55 years ago.

A written response to Jura 
Lives arrived on the island 
on February 4, describing 
the Queen’s ‘many happy 
memories’ as the Royal family 
visited Jura’s beaches from the 
Royal Yacht. 

Jane Carswell, who is leading 
the Jura Lives project, said: 
‘People I’d interviewed for 
our archives had been talking 
about their relatives meeting the 
Queen onboard Britannia out 
in West Loch Tarbert so I wrote 
to her to ask if she remembered 
them.

‘We are thrilled to have the 
monarch’s memories on paper 
for future generations to see.

‘She’s talking about 55 years 
ago, when her children were 
small, so it just shows you how 
memorable a place Jura is.’

The letter is on recycled paper 
with the crest of Sandringham 
House at the top and is signed 
by a lady in waiting. 

You can see it in full, by 
typing Jura Lives into Google 
and following the links. 

A WELL-attended whist drive 
in Kilchrenan Village Hall has 
raised money for church funds.

The turnout to the monthly 
whist was all the more pleasing, 
considering the gales on the 
night.
Gents winners were: 1 Georgia 
Todd, Dalavich, playing as 
gent; 2 Geoff Kingsbury-Smith 
,Dalavich. Consolation 
- Marilyn Henderson, 
Kilchrenan.
Winners of the Ladies were: 1 - 
Joyce MacDougall, Kilchrenan, 
2 - Peggy MacIntyre, Dalavich. 
Consolation - Isobel Brown 
Kilchrenan.

THE MAXIMUM grant 

Community Forest Company 
from the Big Lottery Fund 
has been secured to build a 
recreation area within the forest.

The fund is part of Awards for 
All, the National Lottery’s small 
grants scheme, which gives out 
grants of between £500 and 
£10,000. The £10,000 grant 
secured by the Tighnabruaich 
company will develop a small 

Community Forest for use by 
the local community.  They will 
also hold forest workshops for 
local primary school children.

Across Scotland, nearly 
300 groups shared in Lottery 
funding worth over £2m last 
Thursday. 

PLOCKTON Small Boat Sail-
ing Club (PSBSC) celebrates 
its 80th anniversary this year 
and members are being asked to 
look out for special events and 
activities during the summer to 
mark another milestone in the 
club’s history.

The club has formed 
a working group with the 
Plockton Harbour CIC to 
examine what facilities are 
needed in future, consider 
potential option, and explore 
opportunities for funding – with 
changing rooms and showers a 
priority. The group will report 
back to both organisations with 

RYA Scotland is cur-
rently running a survey of all 

get a clearer picture of facilities 
available for sailing around the 

Senior pupils at Ballachulish Primary School have learned emergency first aid skills after completing their ‘Save A Life’ training. 
Instructor Shirley Wright from the Scottish Ambulance Service, is pictured with the youngsters. 

A LOCHCARRON butcher 
has been highly commended at 
the 2012 Countryside Alliance 
Awards.

S & M Mckenzie & Sons 
Butchers won the accolade 
against competition from 
across Scotland at the awards 
ceremony, known as the Rural 
Oscars, only narrowly missing 
out on the top spot in the 
butcher category.

THE SOUTH Uist-based Gaelic 
music school Ceolas put on 
a sold-out show in Glasgow 
recently as part of the Celtic 
Connections festival.

Uist locals Calum MacAulay, 
Dol Angus MacLean, Angus 
MacLean and Ian MacPhail 
performed in the dance band, 
with a number of Ceolas tutors 
also taking to the stage.

A group of UHI students from 
Benbecula also displayed their 
talents at the show.

OUTER Hebrides community 

chance to win grant aid for new 
projects.

The cash, from the LEADER 
Innse Gall Programme 
2007-2013, became available 
after some projects failed to use 
their full grant allocation.

Funding is strictly limited and 
completed applications must be 
submitted to the LEADER team 
by February 28.

Successful bidders will be 
informed by March 31. They 
must complete the LEADER-
funded part of their project and 

ARISAIG and District Com-
munity Council held a meeting 
meeting in the Astley Hall on 
January 21.

Abridged draft minutes:
PC Calder introduced himself 

to the community council and 
said that he would be attending 
each meeting from now on. He 
spoke about reports of a red 
deer coming into the village and 
possibly causing problems if it 
got too used to human beings. 

Andy Tuckwood from TEC 
services said two more waste 
bins will be put into the car park 
opposite the Spar a fortnight 

FORMER Labour MP and 
‘YES Scotland’ chairman 
Dennis Canavan is extending 
his trip to the Western Isles in 
March to include Uist.

Mr Canavan will address a 
meeting in Sgoil Lionacleit 
theatre room on Friday March 8 
at 7pm on why he wants to see 
an independent Scotland. 

Mr Canavan is already booked 
to speak at the Caberfeidh Hotel 
in Stornoway the previous 
evening at 7.30pm.

Na h-Eileanan an Iar 
(Western Isles) MP Angus B 
MacNeil said: ‘Dennis, will 
be electrifying and I would 

THE 2013 LOCHABER 
primaries’ cross-country run-
ning championships will be held 
in Leanachan Forest, Torlundy, 
on Tuesday February 26.

Registration wil be at Nevis 
Range Car Park at 12.45pm 
ahead of the race start at 1pm. 
Each school team will consist of 
three boys and three girls. 

The event is sponsored by 
Samuel & Partners Surveyors, 
Fort William.

ISLAY LETTER

JURA

LOCHCARRON

consultation will take place to 
ascertain the best time to close 
the road temporarily during the 
day.

AOB - The junction of the 
A830 with the B8008 towards 
the Cnoc na Faire Hotel is still 
a problem. Nothing has been 
heard back form Transerv, so 
this will be looked at again.

The next meeting will be on 
February 18.

ARISAIG

PLOCKTON

country. This could be quite 
timely for PSBSC and support 
any future efforts for funding 
from bodies such as Sport 
Scotland. PSBSC members are 
asked to complete the online 
survey by 4pm on March 1.

On Tuesday March 5 
the club will hold a pre-season 
junior forum to give junior 
members a chance to have their 
say on what aspects of the club 
they like and what aspects could 
be improved. All juniors are 
invited to come along to the 
boatshed at 5pm. Parents are 
also welcome to attend.

Club members may be 
interested in attending the RYA 
Scotland Big Weekend in Largs 
on February 23-24 and the RYA 
dinghy show in London on 
March 2-3.

TIGHNABRUAICH

LUING

before Easter and will remain 
in place until October. One of 
these bins will be a large sized 
blue recycle bin.

The regular recycling bins 
by the public toilet will remain 
there and will be washed 
quarterly. He would look into 
marking the road to discourage 
long term parking so the people 
getting to the bins and the 
emptying of the bins will not 
be obstructed. The possibility 
of placing recycling bins, espe-
cially bottle banks, in the Back 
of Keppoch area will continue 
to be looked into. Mr Tuckwood 
agreed street cleaning had not 
been done satisfactorily in the 
recent past. Plans were being 
drawn up to provide a cleaning 
rota and workmen and an edge 
cleaner will be coming to the 
village every second Tuesday.

Wards manager Dot 
Ferguson brought copies of a 
community emergency plan 
for winter resilience drawn up 
by Strathblane Community 
Council and offered to provide 
help for Arisaig to do something 
similar. It was agreed to invite 
her back to the next meeting, 
with a speaker from Scottish 
and Southern Energy, who will 
talk through possible assistance 
with the planning. This will be 
advertised to attract members of 
the public.

The community council 
has received £5,000 from the 
Gower Trust. The sum of £500 
has been given to the senior 
citizens’ Christmas event, 
£1,000 to the Astley Hall and 
£1,000 to the Land, Sea and 
Islands Centre. £400 will be 
paid towards the children’s 
Christmas party at the Astley 
Hall. 

Anyone wanting to apply 
for this funding should do so 
before the community council’s 
March meeting, when further 
distribution will be discussed.

A830 works progress 
– some of the high friction 
durfacing has been laid at the 
Arienskill bridge, poor weather 
has stopped the completion of 
this work. To lay the other areas 
will involve the closing of the 
road as the points they need to 
go are too narrow for the work 
to be divided. 

Working at night time would 
be too cold for the surfacing, so 

THE REGIONAL Director 
of VisitScotland, David 
Adams McGilp, visited Lismore 
recently, along with Councillor 
Louise Glen-Lee, to see for 
himself the part the island 
plays and could play in the 
regional tourist industry and to 
visit Ionad Naomh Moluag, the 
Lismore Gaelic Heritage Centre.

He had seen the award 
winning reconstructed cottage 
- Taigh Iseabal Dhaidh - on 
previous visits, but this was 

eco building which since 
2007 has housed an excellent 
museum, café, shop,  and a 
library. As with all cultural 
centres the main concern is 
visitor numbers, as the greatest 
product is nothing if no-one 
is buying it. Lismore has a 
wonderful heritage centre but 

of transport from the two 
ferries for those unable or 
unwilling to cycle or walk, and 
a limited number of places to 
stay, particularly overnight. 
However, a  hotel is unlikely 
to materialise in the very near 
future or even a bunkhouse, or 
though that is more likely, we 
need to maximise the number 
of visitors we have if the centre 
is to thrive. The importance 
of the Visit Scotland website 
was stressed to David McGilp, 
particularly as the Lismore 
entry at the moment makes no 
mention of the heritage centre 

although a very informative 
piece can be found elsewhere 
on the site. He promised to 
marry the two. The importance 
of maximising results from the 
visitors’ centre in Oban was 
also discussed.

COMANN Eachdraidh Lios 
Mor has begun a series of 
monthly walkovers of the 
historic sites of Lismore, to 
photograph and record as much 
of the archaeological evidence 
as possible. 

Despite the bitterly cold Janu-
ary afternoon, twelve people set 
off from the ruined village of 
Port a Charrain and photo-
graphed every ruin, noted signs 
of early modernisation in some 
buildings, a possible footbridge 
across a burn, which may have 
been used for taking carts into 

seems to have been a mill lade. 
They also recorded the site at 
Taylochan where the celebrated 
scholar Alexander Carmichael 
once lived and photographed 
the rather mysterious stone 
mound, or henge, between the 
village and the Heritage Centre. 
All the volunteers survived 
the cold weather and enjoyed 
tea and discussion in the café 
afterwards. The photographic 

being collated and will form 

complete record of the island’s 
archaeology.

KILMELFORD

CARRADALE
new business venture, Muckle 
Furth Open Air Activity Centre.

Carradale Village Hall will 

£9,000 to help refurbish the 
entrance hall, corridor and a 
meeting room. 

East Kintyre Community 
Council has also secured £2,000 
to repair the steps at Port Righ 
beach, Carradale. 

Across Scotland, nearly 300 
groups have shared lottery 
funding worth more than £2m.

David Adams McGilp, Louise Glen-Lee and Robert Hay on 
Lismore.

LISMORE

the island, after he was inspired 
to become part of the Northern 
Lights project by a workshop 
held in Cullipool Hall.

contribution last June, said: 
‘They have chosen several 

the Ukulele Luing group 
singing and playing.

‘I just thought it was a great 
project and as far as I knew 
there hadn’t been any recent 

Northern Lights was put 
together as part of the Year of 
Creative Scotland and asked 
people from across the country 

represented the past, present 
and future of the places in 
which they lived.

The world premiere of the 

the Glasgow Film Festival on 
Saturday February 16 before 
going on general release later 

also be viewed on YouTube 
by searching Love the Isle of 
Luing.

SOUTH UIST

TARBET 

KILCHRENAN

TORLUNDY

ARRAN

COWAL

by December 31.
The programme has awarded 

almost £3m to more than 75 
community projects across the 
Outer Hebrides since its launch.

For more information and 
an application pack contact 
Kathlene MacDonald; Outer 
Hebrides LEADER Co-
ordinator, on 0845-600-7090 or 
visit www.outerhebridesleader.
co.uk.

OUTER HEBRIDES

WESTERN ISLES

ON THURSDAY  February 7 
the members of Killin SWRI 
welcomed their President 
Elizabeth Woods back in to the 
chair. 

Elizabeth opened the meeting 
and in turn introduced Georgia 
Crook who gave a slide show 
explaining some of the 
pieces she had done for various 
projects in paper and wicker-
work and she also brought along 
a few examples of some of her 
work which were really lovely. 
She rounded off her talk with a 
demonstration of how to make 
paper. 

The competition winners 
were:  Flower Arrangement, 
1 Margaret Galloway and 2 
Cathie Reid. 

Handmade Bookmark, 1 
Ellen Stewart and 2 Margaret 
Galloway. 

Business was discussed and a 
cup of tea enjoyed by everyone.

encourage people, regardless 
of party or even viewpoint on 
independence to come along 
and listen and even take a 
different point of view.’

KILLIN

ARDNAMURCHAN

Gathering artistes
TWO YOUNG local vocalists will 

Glasgow Islay Association’s annual 
gathering in Partick Burgh Hall on 
Friday March 1.

Guest chairman Kenneth 
Thomson, conductor of Ceòlraidh 
Ghàidhlig Ghlaschu, will introduce 
Port Ellen songstress Kirsten Laurie 
and Port Wemyss singer Ruaraidh 
MacKinnon. Both are well-known 
on the local ceilidh scene and have 
enjoyed numerous successes at local 
and national Mòds.

The accent will also be on youth 
on the piping front as responsibility 
for the programme’s bagpipe 
content rests with Bowmore’s 
Lyndsay MacArthur and Sandy 
MacLellan, formerly of Bonahaven.

Equally youthful is guest 
accordionist Brighde Morrison 
who also sings with Glasgow Islay 
Junior Gaelic Choir.

The  151st gathering programme 
will also feature Eilidh J Davies, 
from Invergarry, who secured the 
premier solo singing award at last 
year’s National Mòd at Dunoon. 
Also on stage will be South Uist’s 
Paul MacCallum, one of Gaeldom’s 
most popular Mòd gold medallists.

Paul was awarded gold for 
traditional singing at the Lochaber 
National Mòd in 1985. Two years 
later he struck further gold at the 
National Mòd in Stirling. Providing 

the piano accompaniments will 
be Kirsteen Grant, the Mòd gold 
medallist conductor of Glasgow 
Islay Gaelic Choir.

Association president Malcolm 
Campbell, who completes his 

will attend to the introductions and 
former director Gordon Gillies will 
extol the merits of the participants 
and organisers.

The gathering dance will be held 
on the following evening, Saturday  
March 2, in the Strathclyde 
University Union at 90 John Street 
in the city centre. In charge of the 
dance music will be the ceilidh 
band ‘Reely Jiggered’ and they will 
keep all on the hop from 9pm into 
the wee, small hours.

Concert and dance tickets costs 
£10 each and are available from 
association treasurer Janette 
MacArthur on 0141 812 5150 or at 
sheilaloach@hotmail.co.uk.  

They are also on sale at the city’s 
Park Bar and Islay Inn. Local 
patrons can purchase theirs at the 
Port Charlotte or Bowmore hotels.  

Gàidhlig Bheò
THE FIRST of a series of monthly 
Gàidhlig Bheò ceilidhs in Ionad 
Chaluim Chille Ìle on January 30 
proved an outstanding success and 
augured well for similar future  
events planned.

This was an evening of song, 
instrumental music and storytelling 

involving local artistes as well as 
entertainers from the neighbouring 
isle of Jura. 

The participants’ efforts were 
greatly enjoyed by the receptive 
audience whose members ranged 
from the very young to sprightly 
nonagenarians.

The programme showcased a 
wide variety of musical skills 
and abilities and all were well 
founded in the rich oral and musical 
traditions of the Gàidhealtachd.

The next Gàidhlig Bheò ceilidh, 
part of the new cultural heritage 
programme, takes place in the 
Gaelic Centre on February 27.

Bilingual lecture
THE BENEFITS of bilingualism 
will be under the spotlight at 
Ionad Chalum Chille Ìle on 
Monday February 18 at 7.30pm, 
when Antonella Sorace, Professor 
of Development Linguistics at 
Edinburgh University, discusses the 
subject and highlights its merits.

Professor Sorace is a leading 
authority on bilingualism and 
points out that research has shown 
that speaking two languages gives 
children many linguistic and life 

The lecture is being sponsored by 
the local Gaelic development group 
Iomart Ghàidhlig Ìle ‘s Dhiùra.
Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, 
Bowmore, Islay PA43 7JX. 
Telephone 01496 810658.

PRESIDENT Linda Brown welcomed 
members and visitors to the January 
meeting of Kilbrandon SWRI, held in 
Seil Island Hall. 

Members toasted the New Year with 
a glass of bubbly, before brightening 
a gloomy January evening by sharing 
‘My Favourite Things’.  

There was a wide range including 
pieces of music, family jewellery and 
Russian dolls. Everyone entered into 
the spirit of the evening and enjoyed 
the opportunity to get to know each 
other better.

In February, vice president 
Shona Neil introduced members of 
Muckairn Bell Ringers, who braved 
a stormy night to visit Seil Island and 
take members on a musical journey 
from Waltzing Matilda to The Song of 
the Volga Boatmen.  

Everyone in the audience had the 
opportunity to get in touch with their 
musical side and - eventually - strike 
the right note.  

Sue Moss gave the vote of thanks to 
the bell ringers for providing such an 
enjoyable and entertaining evening.  

KILBRANDON

Follow us on 

facebook

www.facebook.

com/obantimes
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Start your journey – view our film at 
www.northlinkferries.co.uk/ot

...Orkney and Shetland are closer than you think. 
Rich in unique culture, unrivalled wildlife, and 
fascinating ancient ruins, the islands are yours to 
discover. And with regular, comfortable crossings from 

Aberdeen and Scrabster, their beauty and wonder 
are just a sailing away.

/northlinkferries @NLFerries

Lochaber Environmental Group (LEG) are offering 

-

-

-

Lochaber Environmental Group

Advertorial

This week readers of The Oban 
Times quiz Highland Council 

leader Drew Hendry.

Stewart Borland, 
Chairman of Kinlochleven High 
School Parent Council

The Head Teacher of Kinlochleven 
High School is currently seconded 
to the head teacher post in Thurso 
High School. 

The council is advertising the 
head teacher post at Thurso this 
month. 

The council is concerned at the 

of the council have contacted sup-
ply staff, other local authorities 
and training establishments to see 
if cover could be arranged. 

These efforts will continue and 
staff are also in contact with a 
teacher supply agency in an effort 
to identify available staff. 

The council understands the 
need to address this issue and 
is doing everything possible to 
achieve this.

-

Alan Thomson, Strontian

The Highland Council is support-
ive of renewable energy develop-
ment, recognising the substantial 
resource potential within the 
Highland area and the vital role 
that such development will play in 
tackling climate change. 

We are keen to see a wide range of 
resource types developed in a way 
that respects and safeguards our 
natural and built environment. 

The capturing of energy from off-
shore wind, wave and tidal power 
offer huge potential in the longer 
term, whilst further opportunity 
for large-scale hydro generation 
is limited. The council therefore 
accepts in principle that further 
onshore wind energy development 
is necessary within Highland if 
renewable energy targets are to 
be met. 

However, as a planning author-
ity we look carefully at all schemes 
proposed – be they small-scale 
schemes or large windfarms – and 
consider the likely impacts before 
reaching a position as to whether 
we are supportive or non-support-
ive of each proposal. 

In some cases the council has 
concluded that landscape impacts 

cannot support the proposals 
and where necessary we present 
that case at public inquiries.  As 
further proposals for wind energy 
development are submitted, an-
other pressing issue is the poten-
tial cumulative impact of multiple 
schemes on the area’s landscape. 
The Highland Council is not 
alone in dealing with these issues 
and, together with Argyll and 
Bute Council, we were recently 
successful in bidding for Scottish 
Government funding to carry out 
cumulative assessment work in 
parts of our respective council 
areas. This work will enable us 
to add to and strengthen our Sup-
plementary Guidance, providing a 
stronger steer to developers about 
which areas we would like to see 
safeguarded and which areas have 

further capacity for development.

-

Shona MacLennan, chairman of 
Dornie and District Community 
Council, and John Don MacKen-
zie, chairman of Dornie Projects 
Group
The Council is currently reviewing 
plans for this site and is actively 
prepared to consider a bid from 
the community for a parcel of land 
this purpose. 

We recommend speaking to the 
Development Trusts Association 
Scotland and information about 
the support they provide is avail-
able on their website at http://www.
dtascommunityownership.org.uk/ 

There have been a number of 

Bill Cornelius, Chair of Morar 
Community Council

The ‘village skip’ service was not 
consistent and only operated in 
some parts of Highland until the 
service was withdrawn under the 
previous council in 2010. 

The supply of skips for the ad 
hoc deposit of waste, which did not 
allow for recycling, is inconsistent 
with our commitment to encour-
aging waste reduction, re-use and 
recycling. There is also anecdotal 
evidence to suggest that skips were 
used by local businesses to dis-
pose of commercial waste which 
would otherwise have attracted a 
charge. 

Whilst performing a function 

in themselves, the skips do not 
encourage people to recycle and 
in all likelihood the reinstatement 
of an unmonitored village skip 
service would lead to an increase 

and put existing services under 
stress, which would be a cost for 
the council.

In addition to recycling points 
the introduction of the Alternate 
Weekly Collection service and the 
Special Uplift service provides a 
consistent waste collection service 
across the Highlands, and gives 
people the opportunity to maxim-
ise recycling.  I would encourage 
everyone to reduce, reuse and re-
cycle, and the services we provide 
are designed to help achieve that 
objective.

-

John MacDonald, Fort William

The Council has a road network 
of over 4,500 miles, the largest 
local authority road network in 
Scotland and presents a consider-
able challenge against decades of 
underinvestment.

To try to address the current is-
sues the council allocates a total of 
£15.4 million for road repairs and 
maintenance and this includes 
resurfacing, surface dressing, pot-
hole repairs, road markings and 
edge repairs. An additional budget 
for winter maintenance, which is 

£4.7 million.
Recognising the fact that poor 

drainage often leads to deteriora-
tion the council has a Road Asset 
Management Plan to help priori-
tise structural road maintenance 
(resurfacing and other surface 
treatments), and will now intro-
duce a system to prioritise drain-
age maintenance. Other works are 
prioritised through annual road 
inspections.

The council allocated an ad-
ditional £2million for road repairs 
in 2012/13 and I am pleased to ad-
vise, that as part of the budget for 
2013/14, this additional funding 
will carry forward into 2013/14. 
There is also an option to bid for 
further funds up to £1m.

YOURSAY

Councillor Drew Hendry, 
Highland Council leader. 

-

New dynamic ownership

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
-

-

-

Glensanda
quarryman 
evacuated by 
lifeboat

Tobermory lifeboat crew takes to the - road

-

-

Dunbeg litter 
buster plan stalls 
due to lack of 
waste bin budget

-

-

-

the former chairman of the Brit-

ATLANTIS Leisure in Oban 
is warning it will ‘not be able 

to exist as it does now’ if a 
deferred £12,000 cut to its 
budget is approved.

Argyll and Bute Council 
will consider whether or not 
to reduce the terms of its 
Service Level Agreement, 
having previously agreed to 
make the three per cent cut to 
the agreement for two other 
community pools in 2011. 

Atlantis was spared the cut 
originally in view of an exist-
ing lease agreement.

Writing on behalf of the 
board of Atlantis, chair-
man Neil Matheson, urged 
councillors not to accept the 
proposal.

‘Without the continuing 
support of the council per 

the current subsidy terms, 
Atlantis will simply not be 
able to exist as it does now, 
which would be a terrible loss 
to a town under pressure.’ 

Councillor Robb said: ‘The 
advice we have is that it 
shouldn’t provide any threat 

organisation.
‘If we didn’t think it was 

reasonable, we wouldn’t have 
proposed a cut.’

‘Dismay’

-

CHARGES for Meals on 
Wheels services will rise by 
32 per cent to £4.88 under 
some council measures to 
reduce its spend.

The proposal comes under 

a raft of measures designed 
to eliminate a £5.8million 
shortfall over the next seven 
years.

Telecare charges will also 
rise by 45p to £5 per week to 
help save the council £32,760 
per year.

Many services will see a 
three per cent increase in 
charges, however businesses 
may have to brace for a six 
per cent hike in commercial 
bin collection cost.

Charges for mobile cra-
neage, fresh water haulage, 
rope handling and timber 
debris clearance at local piers 
and harbours throughout the 
area will see some fees jump 
by as much as £191.

Is Argyll and Bute Council’s budget a cut too deep for too many?
Wide raft of measures to save money will affect both young and old in the community
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Holmes outlines nine ways to reduce your extension costs:

1. Keep the design simple
Keep the extension design as simple as possible: a rectangle or square footprint with a simple 

pitched roof will the most cost eff ective option. Use standard materials that are readily available 

and easy to use, such as cast concrete for the fl oor, concrete block work for the walls clad in brick, 

render or timber, with a softwood timber roof structure. If possible, avoid complicated ground 

works, such as building near trees or drains and sewers or other buried services, as these will 

increase groundwork costs.

2. Do some DIY
Labour costs represents between half to two thirds of the budget for a typical extension, so if you 

can do some of the work yourself, there is great scope to make savings here.

The easiest tasks to take on are labouring, decorating and landscaping, followed by some of the 

‘second fi x’ trades such as fi tting bathrooms and kitchens, tiling fi xing architrave and skirting etc. 

Be careful only to take on work you have the time and skills to complete eff ectively. Read up and 

don’t rush in, as poor workmanship and wasted materials can make DIY a false economy. 

3. Project manage the build
A builder will add 10-20 per cent onto the cost of labour and materials etc. to cover their time for 

managing the project, profi t and overheads. You can save some of this cost by taking on the role of 

building contractor yourself. This means liaising with your designer/architect and the local author-

ity building control department, fi nding and hiring tradesmen, directing the work and supplying 

all of the necessary materials and scaff old, skips etc.

4 Save on VAT
Most extension work will attract VAT at 20% on labour and materials, but if you use self-employed 

tradesmen who turnover less that the threshold for VAT registration, you will not be charged this 

tax, saving on labour costs. Second hand materials sold by private individuals on the internet will 

also be free of VAT. Some types of work can benefi t from zero rating for VAT on labour and materi-

als. Find out more at www.homebuilding.co.uk/feature/reclaiming-vat-renovation 

5. Save on fees
For a simple low cost extension fi nd a designer, be they an architect, architectural technician, 

chartered surveyor, or structural engineer, who will produce planning and building regulations 

drawings for a fi xed, all in price and choose someone with a track record in designing low cost 

projects with a simple shape and specifi cation. If your extension can be designed to fall within 

permitted development rights, no planning application will be required and this will save on plan-

ning fees. 

6. Use professionals
Beware ridiculously low quotes. To avoid being ripped off  always ask family and friends for recom-

mendations and always ask for and check reference. Never pay for building work or materials in 

advance unless via a protected escrow account- pay only for work that has been completed and 

that you are happy with.

7. Measure twice - cut once
Making changes or mistakes that waste labour and materials is a major cost in many projects. 

Measuring everything on site rather than off  plan will help reduce wastage, but having accurate 

scaled plans in the fi rst place will help too. The more time spent at the design stage, visualising the 

end result, the more problems can be anticipated and headed off . Accurate and complete design 

will ensure you have services such as plumbing and wiring in the right places, get fl oor levels right 

between rooms, and ensure doors are hung to swing in the most space effi  cient direction. Once 

you have made up your mind, stick to it, as changes always incur extra costs, often in ways that 

don’t reveal themselves until later on down the line. 

8. Re-use, recycle and repair
Existing materials can be reused or sold rather than thrown in a skip. Old fl oorboards, doors, radia-

tors, towel rails, kitchen units etc. can all be revived and reused, cleaned up and given a new fi nish. 

Sell or trade what you can’t use. Buying salvaged materials on the internet or from salvage yards 

can also prove cheaper than buying new and introduce instant character. Second hand items that 

off er good value include roof tiles, bricks, timber fl oorboards, internal doors, fi replaces and roll 

top baths. 

9. Negotiate trade discounts
Find out where those in the trade buy their materials and aim to get the same wholesale or trade 

prices. Always negotiate and see if there is any discount for paying cash (making sure you get a 

receipt). Bulk buying from a single supplier may mean getting a better discount, and you may be 

able to reduce delivery costs too. Buying end of line deals can save a fortune, especially on items 

like carpets, kitchens and appliances.

Visitors can get expert advice from Michael Holmes at The Scottish Homebuilding & Reno-
vating Show which is taking place at the SECC, Glasgow on 18 - 19 May  2013. Opening hours: 
Saturday 10am - 5pm; Sunday 10am - 4.30pm. For more information call 0844 581 1377 or 
visit www.homebuildingshow.co.uk/scotland

Top Ways to Reduce 
Your Extension Costs
The number of 
people moving 
home is currently 
around half that 
in the peak year of 
2007 but life does 
not stand still and 
homeowners are 
instead meeting 
their changing 
housing needs by 
improving and 
extending. 

“The added benefi t of improving your space is avoiding high transaction costs such as stamp duty, which 

can instead be invested in making the existing home a more enjoyable place to live in”, says Michael Holmes, 

spokesperson for The Scottish Homebuilding & Renovating Show, which takes place at SECC, Glasgow on 

May 18 - 19 2013.  

homes &

Phone: 01397 703986
Mob: 07428 702128

Email: rossstewart@rocketmail.com
19 rowan drive, Caol, Fort William, PH33 7EG

Plumbing & Heating Engineers
FORT WILLIAM

Operating in Highlands area including Small Isles
ALL ASPECTS OF PLUMBING

Complete design. 

Bathroom Suites, Shower Suites, Wetwall 
and Tiling, Hot and Cold Water Services, 
Replacement Cylinders, Unvented Hot 
Water Cylinders, Showers, Drainage, 

Gutter & Down Pipes Lead Works.

CENTRAL HEATING
Supply and install, repair. Oil Fired Boilers, 

Solid Fuel, Wood Burning Stoves. 
Ground Source Heat Pumps, Solar 

Panels, Electric Boilers, Central Heating 
Electrics, Radiator Replacements, Oil 

Tanks, Boiler Servicing, Boiler Breakdowns.

24 hour call out - Quick response
Nic Eic approved. 

Highly recommended
Free estimates

Follow on Facebook
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WEST COAST BUILDERS
All types Of Building Work Undertaken

EXTENSIONS, RENOVATIONS 
& CONVERSIONS

PLASTERING & PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE

GROUNDWORKS • BUILDING
ALL TYPES OF JOINERY

STORM DAMAGE & INSURANCE WORK
SLATES PUT BACK FROM £40

Call Us Now For A Quote
Tel: 01631 710334   or  01631 710851
Mob: 07796390411 or  07730654693

GARDEN SERVICES

TRADESMEN

With the days getting longer 

and outdoor plants starting to 

appear in the shops it seems 

like spring is just around the 

corner.

Getting ready for spring has 

traditionally involved a deep 

clean of your house but to 

make the most of this tradition 

why not go one step further 

and try a home makeover.

Whether you want to make 

small changes to your house 

or go the whole hog our spring 

homes and interiors guide will 

help you along the way.

Making simple changes to 

the interior of your home can 

go a long way in freshening it 

up for the spring time. 

Most people will have heavy 

winter curtains up but with 

the nights getting longer 

and weather getting warmer 

it could be time to consider 

swapping these for lighter, 

airy equivalents.

Changing the colour scheme 

in your home can also freshen 

things up without costing 

you too much. Pastel colours 

work well at this time of year 

and will lend a clean and 

bright look to any room.

If you are not confi dent about 

carrying out decorating your-

self why not get in touch with 

one of the many painters and 

decorators the west of Scot-

land has to off er. They will 

be happy to provide a quote 

before any work starts.

If you only want to make 

changes to one room in your 

house why not consider the 

bedroom. Home improve-

ments don’t have to be in a 

room where other people can 

see them and brightening up 

your bedroom could make all 

the diff erence to your morn-

ing mood.

Whether you want to get 

a new bed or mattress to 

ensure a better night’s sleep 

or would rather invest in 

wardrobes and chest of 

drawers there are plenty of 

high quality supplier ready to 

meet your needs.
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The Scottish Homebuilding & Renovating Show, Scotland’s largest consumer 
exhibition for self-builders, home renovators and improvers, is back at the SECC on 
May 18 - 19 2013.   We have 20 pairs of tickets to be won.

The show is the ideal place to meet self-build and renovation experts and gives 
visitors a one stop shop to source all the products, services and advice for building or 
renovating their dream home.  New for 2013 is the Home Improvement and Interiors 

to help them extend, add space and improve their home including loft conversions, 

As well as all the latest products and services from over 140 exhibitors, visitors can 
pick up useful hints and tips from the experts at 16 free seminars, 24 masterclasses, 
as well as the Ask the Architects and Ask the Experts Advice Areas. 

The show is taking place at the SECC, Glasgow on 18 - 19 May  2013. Opening 
hours: Saturday 10am - 5pm; Sunday 10am - 4.30pm. For more information call 0844 
581 1377 or visit www.homebuildingshow.co.uk/scotland

Advance tickets, which can be booked until 3pm on Friday May 17, cost £8 and on 
the door tickets £12. Under 16s go free

Question:  At which Glasgow venue is the Scottish 
Homebuilding & Renovating Show taking place?

Answer .............................................................................................................

Name ................................................................................................................

Address ............................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................................

Telephone .........................................................................................................

Email ................................................................................................................
Please post your entries to Wyvex Media, Homes Show Competition, PO Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB
Entries to be in by 12 noon Friday, February 24, 2012.

WIN TICKETS TO 
THE SCOTTISH 

HOMEBUILDING & 
RENOVATING SHOW

Terms and conditions:  The prize is as stated.  No cash alternative. The Editor’s 

to take part in publicity and may appear in a Wyvex Media publication and website. 
This competition is not open to Wyvex Media and associated company employees 
and their families.  Tickets will be posted to the winners nearer the date of the event.

Types of home 
improvements
In the coming year, in spite of hard fi nancial times, there will be home 

owners spending their hard earned money on home improvements. It is 

estimated that 15-million-odd owner-occupiers in Britain will each spend 

on average, £2,000 annually, improving their homes in some way or an-

other. Whether these improvements are good value for money depends 

a lot on the reasons for having them done.

For example, take a simple conversion of an out-house into a small extra 

room. If that extra room is for a member of the family to use as a hobby-

room or study, fi ne. If on the other hand it is supposed this extra room can be 

described as an extra bedroom in order to enhance the value of the property 

when it is put up for sale, not so fi ne. It may not even pay for itself.

Most home improvements can be looked upon as investments in that their 

yield is two-fold. First there is the convenience they bring to the household-

ers, and second, the value they add to the property up to and beyond their 

actual cost. There are however important exceptions.

In terms of value for money however, the most popular improvements 

are necessarily those that will yield the best returns.

Top of the value pops is central heating, which will nearly always recoup 

the money spent and add a reasonable amount to the value of the prop-

erty. This also includes up-dating any existing system.

Next comes conversions and extensions which will repay most of their 

cost. Kitchen and bathroom refi ts will recoup around two-thirds their 

cost, and double glazing up to half.

A recent survey taken countrywide revealed the commonest forms of 

home improvements are:

Double glazing or new windows..........36%

New kitchens.......................................35%

New bathrooms....................................24%

Central heating.....................................20%

Conversions and extensions.................16%

Our wide range of designer cushions will enhance your couch or
bed with colour and style. All our cushions are handmade in the
UK and are carefully crafted for elegance, seduction and panache. 
Have a look through our wide range of designs, colours 
and fabrics to find a cushion that meets your style.

sales@cushionbox.co.uk
www.cushionbox.co.uk

Share your Cushion Box
Experience with us on:

For ideas on what we can do
for your home, follow us on:

We have been bringing the ‘feel good 
factor’ to homes all over the UK for over 
20 years with our exciting bespoke soft 
furnishing and interior design concepts.

www.jarodesign.co.uk

To book a no-obligation consultation 
please call 07808 777262
or e-mail: janet@jarodesign.co.uk

jaro... design

supply

install

Tel: 01631 563684
Email: carpetservoban@btconnect.com

Top Quality Carpets and Vinyl!
Roll Remnants!

Unbeatable Choice!
The Best Service!

Carpet Services
OBAN

FURNISHINGS

Highland BlindCraft has 

over 100 years’ experi-

ence in manufacturing 

beds and mattresses at 

their factory in Ardcon-

nel Street, Inverness, 

but don’t think for a 

minute that they are 

stuck in the past.

Their mattresses use 

the most up to date 

fi llings and spring 

units such as pocket 

springs, traditional 

bonnelspring and a 

range of memory foam 

options. The variation 

in styles and models 

are quite startling and 

you are sure to fi nd a 

mattress to suit your 

requirements.

They have also intro-

duced a range of suede 

fabrics that enhance the 

look of the divan base. 

These are available in a 

choice of colours and 

looks well in both the 

modern and the more 

traditional bedroom.

Don’t forget that they 

also make a range of 

headboards at their 

factory using velour, 

faux leather, suede’s 

and recently intro-

duced a range of light 

chenille fabrics.

They can also make a 

headboard to a specifi c 

size or shape that you 

might have in mind as 

a centre piece for your 

bedroom

At their showroom 

in Ardconnel Street 

they also have a large 

range of pine beds and 

furniture, metal beds, 

a range of children’s 

beds as well as leather 

bed options.

When you buy a bed 

from Highland Blind-

craft not only are you 

sure of a quality prod-

uct but you are also 

helping to sustain local 

employment.

The company has a 

fi rst class sales to door 

service and their expe-

rienced sales team will 

not only assist you in 

making sure that you 

choose the bed that is 

right for you but will 

make sure that the 

delivery suits you.

So come and have a 

look at their showroom 

in Ardconnel Street, 

opposite the Redcliff e 

Hotel, to see what they 

can off er.

Keep it to yourself 

but their autumn sale 

starts on Saturday 15th 

of September with 

genuine discounts 

on all their products 

including 40% off  the 

Mayfair pocket sprung 

bed.

Cosy up in a Highland 
Blindcraft bed ”hand made 
with a touch more care”

TRADESMEN

COMPETITION

ARCHITECTS

interiors
Of course if you can’t decide 

what to do with your home 

you could always employ 

the services of a profes-

sional interior designer to 

provide advice. Their tips nd 

ideas will make your home 

unique in a way you may 

never have imagined.

Many people may use this 

time of year to make their 

home more eco friendly, 

whether you want to install 

a wood burning stove or a 

small renewable system to 

provide energy there are 

lots of way you can make 

your house more green.

The outside of your home 

shouldn’t be neglected 

either. Get walls, gutters, 

driveways and your garden 

into shape for spring. 

Tradesmen of all descrip-

tions will be happy to help 

you with whatever work 

needs carried out. 

When the sun comes out 

and you can enjoy your 

garden without any fuss 

you’ll be glad you made the 

preparations now.
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YOUR LETTERS

THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 300 words in 
length for publication on this page. 

The editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or to 
refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses must be sup-
plied, including on emails, to indicate good faith. A daytime 

Anonymous letters or those supplied without a contact telephone 
number will not be printed. 

Please write or fax to: Letters page, The Oban Times, 
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

PRESS POLICY

WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all 
our reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on 
occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of producing 
the biggest local newspaper in the West Highlands.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in 

Editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB giving 
your day-time telephone number where possible. This statement 
of policy will appear on this page every week along with any 

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commis-
sion’s Code of Conduct. 

The views expressed in The Oban Times are not necessarily 
those of this newspaper.

&  W E S T  H I G H L A N D  T I M E S

Letters to the editor
PO Box 1 , Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk

Telephone: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001www.obantimes.co.uk
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Beachd Ailein
Ailean Caimbeul

GENERAL                        
KNOWLEDGE

CROSSWORD
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Across
1 Catastrophic (4)
3 Angelic (8)
9 Disengage (7)
10 Wrap (5)
11 Trifle (12)
13 Relax shoulders (6)
15 A Gilbert and Sullivan operetta (6)
17 The compiling of dictionaries (12)
20 Seeming (5)
21 Black leopard (7)
22 Passage (8)
23 Reading up (4)

Down
1 Give a position behind the leader (8)
2 Archaeological find (5)
4 Modern design (2-4)
5 Disobedient (12)
6 Bouillon to drink (4,3)
7 Ball of thread (4)
8 Being joined (12)
12 Scriptures (4,4)
14 Blanket (7)
16 Throwing game for prizes (6)
18 Exclamation of disgust (5)
19 Watery blue? (4)

CHAN e annas ùr sam bith a th’ ann a bhith a’ faicinn 
cumhachd a’ buannachadh air ceartas  agus tha dearbhadh gu 
leòr air a bhith againn air sin ann an saoghal bancaireachd an 
t-saoghail bho chionn greise.

Bha an Seansalair ceart gluasad gus smachd fhaotainn air 
an t-suidheachadh far am bheil muinntir gnìomhachais an 
airgid a’ measgachadh obair-bancaireachd àbhaisteach le 
malairt ionmhais air margaidean an t-saoghail. Tha iad air a 
bhith a’ cleachdadh an airgid a tha sinne a’ tasgadh aca airson 
a ghleidheadh sàbhailte agus ‘s dòcha gus beagan riadh a 
chosnadh anns an obair-mhalairt chunnartach sin. Cha deach 
innse no faighneachd do na daoine a chuir an cuid airgid dha 
na cunntasan banca sin an robh iad deònach gun d’ rachadh a 
chleachdadh san dòigh seo. 

Cha mhotha na sin a fhuair duine aca duais a bharrachd 
nuair a rinn banca buannachd mòr à gnìomh malairt. Agus 
nuair a chaidh cùisean ceàrr, bhathar a’ meas nach b’ urrainn 
leigeil leis na bancaichean sin a dhol fodha is b’ fheudar dhan 
sporan phoblach, agus sin sinne, an cumail a’ dol le iasadan. 
Ged a chaidh gealltainn gun atharraicheadh cùisean, chan eil 
mòran coltais gum bheil sin a’ tachairt is tha na tuarastail is na 
duaisean mar a bha roimhe. 

Chan eil mi fhìn a’ creidsinn gun gabh gnìomhachas 
ionmhais onarach is moralta a ruith fhad ’s a bhios mòr-chuid 
den luchd-obrach an eisimeil dhuaisean ma choinneimh na 
reiceas iad de sheirbheisean. Tha feumalachdan bith-beò agus 
nàdar mac an duine a’ ciallachadh gun tèid brath a ghabhail air 
an t-suidheachadh agus gun tèid rudan a reic ri daoine air nach 
eil feum aca agus, nas miosa buileach, a tha tuilleadh is daor 
dhaibh.

Nuair a b’ fheudar dha na bancaichean seo sìneadh airgid 
poblach a ghabhail gus an cumail am bogadh, saoilidh mise 
gun do chaill iad na còraichean neo-eisimeileach a bh’ aca agus 
gum feum iad gèilleadh ris an fheadhainn a chùm a’ dol iad. 
Ach am bheil da-rìribh an neart anns an Riaghaltas a th’ againn 
seasamh aig bancairean mar a tha iad air maoidheadh? Agus 
an gabh e dèanamh co-dhiù mar a biodh na cumhachdan sin 
ach dol a bhuntainn ris na bancaichean a tha stèidhichte ann am 
Breatann?  

Am bheil sinn dol a dh’fhaicinn Breatann a’ stiùireadh 
gnìomhachas bancaireachd an t-saoghail air ais gu modh-
obrach  earbsach agus tèarainte neo am bi feumalachdan 
sporain nam partaidhean poilitigeach a’ tighinn anns an rathad?  

WHILE most will welcome the Chancellor’s latest warning to 
banks, few believe he will achieve meaningful regulation.

Bank customers are surely entitled to expect that money 
lodged for safe-keeping is protected from cavalier speculation 

the right to demand action.  
Any industry paying staff commission on sales risks 

mis-selling and domestic banking services should not operate 
in this way.  

Part of the problem for the government is that political parties 
also need banks! 
Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) ailean@obantimes.
co.uk.

Mull and Iona 
Association 
Annual Gathering
FOR THE territorial 
associations in the city 
the implementation of a 
successful syllabus from year 
to year has been increasingly 

gathering and its demise being 
of particular concern.   

Attendances nowadays are 
a fraction of past years and 
with this in mind the Mull and 
Iona Association responded to 
feedback from their members 
and decided to change the 
format of its Gathering. 

The comfortable National 
Piping Centre was the venue 
and instead of a formal 
concert they decided on an 
evening of informality with 

being traditional. This 
was followed by dancing 
interspersed with singing and 
musical items.  

Douglas MacNeilage, a 
stalwart of the Tobermory 
community for many years 
and before retirement janitor 
of the high school, was the 
chairman for the evening 
and he and his daughter 
Shona were presented with 
mementoes of the evening by 
Layla and Cara MacFadyen, 
daughters of committe 
members Lorne and Mairi 
MacFadyen.  

To ensure the success of 
the new format, the chosen 
artistes were singers Emma 
Deans, Alistair Ogilvie and 
Calum Alex MacMillan and 

Band and nephew of president 
Charlie Kirkpatrick.  

Add to them the Mull and 
Iona Pipers who included 
in their number young 
David Cameron, a native 
of Bunessan and a member 
of Oban High School Pipe 
Band, and Gunna Sound 
providing the excellent music 
for dancing and the formula 
was in place for an excellent 
evening’s entertainment.  

Was the new format a 
success?  I can only give 
a personal opinion but it 
certainly was the type of 
evening that one would 
choose to attend rather than 
one which one would attend 
simply out of loyalty. 

5 Latha
THE RESIDENTIAL event 
5 Latha, which gives Gaelic 
speaking participants the 
opportunity to spend time in 
a community where Gaelic is 
used naturally, will take place 
again this year between April 

8 and 13 and will be open to 
only 16 youngsters. 

While musical expertise is 
not essential, there will be 
musical workshops with Iain 
MacFarlane of Blazin’ Fiddles 
and singer Norrie MacIver.  
Time is running out to apply.  
For more information contact 
Calum Alex MacMillan on  
01463 225559 or calum@
feisan.org

Annual choir 
concert
THE ANNUAL concert of 
both the seniors and juniors 
of Glasgow Islay Gaelic Choir 
will take place in Bearsden 
Burgh Hall on Friday 
February 22 at 7.30pm when 
Kathleen MacInnes will be in 
charge of proceedings.  

Oban High
School FPs
A FURTHER reminder that 
the annual dinner dance of 
Oban High School Former 
Pupils Association will take 
place in the Crowne Plaza 
Hotel on Saturday March 9.  

The main speaker will be 
Bob McCulloch who will talk 
on ‘Old Oban’.  For tickets 
to attend this wonderful 
opportunity to renew 
acquaintances with former 
school friends cantact Anne 
Byiers (Irving) on 0141 943 
0281 or Ruth Oliver on 07766 
816025.

Diary dates
Thursday February 14:  
Tolbooth, Stirling, 8pm, 
Blazin’ Fiddles.
Saturday February 15:  
Higlander’s Club Dance, 
Partick Burgh Halls, 8pm, 
Susan McFadyen’s Band.
Tuesday February 19: Gaelic 
Quiz, Park Bar, 7.30pm.
Friday February 22:
Glasgow Islay Gaelic Choirs 
Concert, Bearsden Burgh Hall 
- see above. Uist and Barra 
Association Ceilidh Dance, 
Crawford Hall, 9pm to 1am.
Saturday February 23:  
Glasgow Skye Association 
Buntata’s Sgadan, Crawford 
Hall, 7.30pm. Glasgow Lewis 
and Harris Association, Buffet 
Ceilidh, Partick Bowling 
Club, Fortrose Street, 7.45pm.

Pub scene
COUNTRY Folk will play in 
the Islay Inn on Friday with 
Penny Dogs on Saturday while 
in the Park Bar it will be Scott 
Harvey on Friday, Deoch’n 
Dorus/ Martin Pottinger on 
Saturday and Willie Cameron/ 
Martin Pottinger on Sunday.
Neil Murray. Tel: 0141 954 
8105. Email: neilfmurray@
yahoo.co.uk.

Regular contributor Colin Armstrong of Coventry submitted this week’s flashback photograph which features Oban Parish Church 
in days gone by. Please send prints to The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB, or email editor@obantimes.co.uk. Prints or 

emails must be accompanied by a caption, name, address and telephone number. Anyone wishing their prints returned must supply a 
stamped addressed envelope.

Oban Parish Church in days gone by

No plans to    
charge for false 
alarm calls
Sir,
I refer to your recent article 
regarding the possibility of 
Strathclyde Fire and Rescue 
(SFR) charging for attending 
false alarms. 

As Area Commander for 
Argyll and Bute (A&B) I am 
surprised your story suggested 
this could be the case following 
my presentation to the full 
council meeting. 

At no time was the issue of 
charging raised by me or any 
elected member. 

I note your article referred to 
a retired member of SFR stating 
this could be the case. 

I would like to reassure 
residents and businesses within 
A&B that SFR has no plans to 
charge for false alarm calls and 
all calls to SFR will result in an 
attendance. 

I would suggest the retired 
member has formed this opinion 
as a personal view and not on the 
basis of being aware of current 
policy or doctrine. 

I would also like to point out 
other inaccuracies attributed 
to my comments. Attendances 
at false alarms are to a range 
of domestic and non-domestic 
premises and not just care 
homes. As public safety is our 
top priority at all times, SFR 
work closely with occupiers to 
reduce false alarm instances 
whilst attending all actuations.

points of your article.
Jim Scott, Area Commander, 
Strathclyde Fire and Rescue.

Editor’s note: The article did 
not state all callouts were to care 
homes but that Mr Scott had said 
‘many’ were.

Elected to serve, 
not rule
Sir,
Re letters The Oban Times 
February 7, Mrs Gillies has 
stated her case so eloquently and 
sincerely, it would be churlish of 
me to argue further.

However, as I have pen in 
hand, I’d like to comment on the 
possible resignation as council 
leader of Councillor McCuish.

I think he has in a short time 
done a ‘no bad’ job and, as long 
as it does not affect his health, I 
suggest he continue.

To the other councillors I 
would say you were elected to 
serve, not rule.

Each of you is an individual 
with an equal share in any 
council decisions. Forming 
party blocks or groups for your 
own advantage is not what you 
are there for.

Permanent opposition to 
decisions made by the other side 
is an affront to the people and 
democracy. 

People, I think, would be more 
inclined to accept hard decisions 
if they were made in good 
conscience for Argyll. To put 

Put away your team colours and 
start earning your wages which 
are, if I may remind you, paid by 
the people.
George Doyle, Ellenabeich, 
Easdale.

Unexpected 
generosity
Sir,
My wife and I and two 
friends were among a Lochs 
& Glens coach party leaving 

studying engineering.
Students who get three grade 

‘A’s at A Level or equivalent are 
now eligible for a scholarship of 
£1,000 per year.

The Institution of Engineering 
and Technology’s (IET) new 
Diamond Jubilee Scholarships 
will reward students who achieve 
three grade ‘A’s at A Level or three 
‘A’ grade Advanced Highers or 

an IET accredited engineering 
or technology degree course this 
autumn.

They will be entitled to an 
annual scholarship of £1,000 for 
up to four years.

The scholarships have been 
launched to encourage students 
to consider studying engineering 
and technology and to go on to 
enjoy rewarding and challenging 
careers.

The IET’s 2012 Skills and 
Demand in Industry Survey 

since the recession, companies 

their engineering workforce. 
Starting salaries for graduate 

engineers and technicians 
are amongst the highest of all 
graduate salaries, but there still 
remains a national shortage of 
engineers. 

This new scholarship initiative 
is one of the many ways the 
IET is helping to address that 
shortage.Students can apply 
for the scholarships by visiting 
www.theiet.org/diamond.
Linda Deleay, Awards and 
Prizes Manager,Institution of 
Engineering and Technology, 
Savoy Place, London.

Sir,
Michael was found at Loch Awe 
on Saturday February 9 after 
an extensive search by police, 
mountain rescue, friends and 
family.

We would like to express our 
gratitude to the mountain rescue 
teams and the local police 
division, especially Inspector 
McLeish and Peter McDonald 
who kept us informed at all times 
and who both came to see us in 
their own time to make sure we 
knew everything that had been 
done and how the search would 
continue. 

Thanks also to The Loch 
Awe Hotel and the Tightline 
and all of the local Loch Awe 
community for their support and 
kindness during the search and 
afterwards.

Special thanks go to Michael’s 
friends who joined the 

knowing this would be the last 
thing they could do for their 
friend.

It was during our visit to 
Loch Awe that Michael was 
discovered and it has given us 
- Michael’s mum, dad, step dad 

we were all able to be together 
when this happened.

Michael was born and brought 
up in Mauchline. A former pupil 
of Mauchline Primary School 
and Auchinleck Academy, 
he attended Kilmarnock 
College studying IT.

He recently became engaged to 

busy planning a celebration of 
this special occasion.

He was a popular boy 
with many loyal friends and 
surrounded by a loving family 
who were looking forward to 
the addition of Margot and 
her lovely son - not forgetting 
their beautiful dog Kobi, both of 
whom Michael adored.

Nottinghamshire on January 25 
to reside at the Loch Awe Hotel 

Daily coach excursions into the 
beautiful Scottish countryside 
were included and, as always, 
were a delight to behold. 

An outing to Oban was to be 
one of the highlights. On arriving 
mid morning, we decided to look 
up places of interest including 
the distillery, but found many 
closed, but as it was out of season 
that was to be expected.

We then made our way to the 
North Pier for coffee and found 
ourselves discussing the nightly 
quiz sheet, questions about local 
slang terms, about which we 
were clueless. 

Along to our rescue came a 
local couple from another table. 
We entered into an interesting 
conversation about everyday life 
and local history. If we all had 
had the time, I’m sure we would 
have been there hours later, but 
unfortunately that was not to be. 

On leaving the restaurant we 
inquired what other places of 
interest were open and were 
informed possibly the War 
Museum. Saying our farewells 
we ambled the short distance 
to the museum but to our 
disappointment that, too, was 
shut.

Suddenly the couple we had 
been talking to came hurrying 
after us, profusely offering 
apologies, only realising after 
we had gone that the museum 
was indeed closed. 

What followed was an act 
of generosity and kindness 
of the like I thought had long 
disappeared. We were to be 
ferried in the gentleman’s car 
up to McCaig’s Tower to enjoy 
some sightseeing.

Now back home, I am still 
consumed with disbelief but 
ultimate pleasure of that act of 
human kindness. Thank you 
again to that lovely couple.
Cyril & Marg Reynolds.

School donation 
boosts British 
Heart Foundation
Sir,
I am writing to thank Lochaber 
High School for donating £400 at 
the end of last year to help with 

in the Fort William/Lochaber 
area. 

British Heart Foundation 
Scotland are looking for others 
to come on board and help to 

machines and we have already 
placed more than 6,000 into local 

used on people who are in cardiac 

the chances of survival decrease 
by 14 per cent every minute. 
We hope to place a number of 
these machines in the local area 
and if any of readers would like 
to get involved by holding a 
fundraising event such as a bake 
sale, quiz or fun day, they can 
contact me on 01259 220451 or 
email stafford@bhf.org.uk for 
help and support.

Any help readers can give 
would be greatly appreciated. 
Lisa Stafford, British Heart 
Foundation Scotland.

Sign up for BERTIE 
course
Sir,
I would urge anyone with Type 
1 Diabetes to sign up for the 
BERTIE course as featured in 
last week’s Oban Times.

I was lucky enough to take 
part in the course held in 
Oban last year.  Despite initial 
scepticism I found BERTIE to 
be a revelation. In four sessions I
learned more about my diabetes 
and how to handle it than I 
have in nearly half a century 
of bumbling along with the 
condition.  

The course was not just 
enlightening, I found 
it empowering and enjoyable.

The good humour, comradeship 
and solidarity of all the 
participants and practitioners 
continue to support and inspire 
me. The lunches were also an 
unexpected pleasure. If any 
employers have staff with Type 
1 Diabetes I hope they will 
encourage and enable their 
workers to participate in the 
course as a means of ensuring 
their future productivity.

BERTIE is an excellent means 
of providing information to 
diabetes specialists. The more 
knowledge they have about 
how individuals deal with the 

of treatments and allows greater 
understanding of personal 
responses and circumstances. 
The only element the course 
requires is participation by Type 
1 diabetics. 
J  C Hanlon, Inverinan, by 
Taynuilt.

Engineering
scholarships
Sir,
I would like to draw attention to 
our new scholarships for students 

Tribute to Michael Pringle 

He loved music and played 

and enjoyed different types of 

gym. He talked non stop of the 
training regimes and was looking 
forward to the challenges they 
offered. 

Michael was a loving and loyal 

grandson, great grandson, 
nephew, cousin and friend. 
All of the messages from the 
Mauchline community and 

how well loved he is and this is a 
great comfort to all of us. 

Our hearts are with the family 
and friends of David O’halloran 
and we pray David is found 
soon. We cannot stress enough 
how very humbled we feel by 
the amount of support and care 
people have shown us during 

you all from the bottom of our 
hearts
The family of Michael 
Pringle.

FOR YEARS we have been told that red tape and bureaucracy 
has been there to protect us, to prevent error and to ensure our 
safety.

It is this approach that demanded new food labelling detailing 

things can and cannot be sold and saw British beef banned from 
sale in France following the CJD outbreak in the 90s.

It is ironic then that our supermarkets were sold imported beef 
‘contaminated’ with horse meat - a twisted reversal to occur-
ances in years gone by.

The eye must be cast down towards legislation demanding the 
traceability of British meat.  EU regulations mean sheep and 
cows are ferociously tracked through from farm to abattoir to 
shop counter, a system that is supposed to stop us eating unsafe 
meat and ensure the utmost standards in animal welfare.

horse meat in their ready meals.
The meat may have come from as far away as Romania, but the 

situation highlights several important and unavoidable questions.  
What purpose is there in putting so much effort into tracability 
if horses - and, who knows what other creatures - can make their 
way into the food chain seemingly unchecked?

What checks are in place to ensure this never happens again?
What standard of checks are our importers and supermarkets 

carrying out to ensure the quality of our food?

meat in your meals - visit your local butcher. At least there you’ll 
be able to ask and get a quick answer to where your meat comes 
from.

Horse meat scandal raises several 
questions over European red tape
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For all the latest business news check out our Business Section starting on page 18

3 High Street, Oban • 01631 566696

OPENING HOURS
Mon: 9am-3pm • Tue, Wed: 9am-6pm • Thur: 9am-8pm • Fri: 9am-6pm • Sat: 9am- 4pm

Worth 

£19.00

Free wash and 
blowdry

This Voucher entitles the bearer to a free wash and 
blowdry at Trinity Hairdressing, Oban

*Restrictions apply. Offer ends 28th February 2013. Excludes Mondays.

Free wash 
and blowdry

To claim your free 
Wash and Blowdry 
simply call Trinity 
Hairdressing on 
the morning you 
wish to make your 
appointment and 
quote Oban Times. 
All appointments are 
subject to availability 
and bookings can not 
be made in advance. 
Please bring the 
voucher opposite with 
you. Can not be used 
with any other service

Come in and experience 
our relaxed friendly salon
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MARINE Harvest Scotland has 
bought Western Isles-based Lewis 
Salmon as part of its ongoing ex-
pansion to meet global demand for 
farmed salmon.

But as Alan Sutherland, managing 
director of Marine Harvest Scotland 
explained, a major reason for the 

‘We operate a very strict regime on 
our farms to avoid the risk of spread-
ing infection or sea lice.  For this to 
be effective, it’s best if we can man-
age all the farms within a particular 
loch.  By purchasing Lewis Salmon 

and maintains the high quality of the 
salmon.’

Amongst the assets which have 
been purchased for an undisclosed 

Leurbost, including Crown Estate 
leases and SEPA discharge consents.

The pens, nets, vehicles and other 
equipment were also included in the 

have since been harvested. The sites 
will now lie fallow for some time 

with the other farms in the area.

Alan Sutherland added: ‘We’ve 
been salmon farmers in the Outer 
Hebrides for a long time now and 
we’re proud to grow our salmon 
in such pristine waters and also to 
employ local people in what are often 
fragile, rural economies. 

‘The purchase of Lewis salmon 
will help to secure existing jobs in 
the area and allow us to continue to 
grow salmon of outstanding quality.’

Alan Sutherland, managing director 
of Marine Harvest Scotland

Lewis Salmon 
is purchased by 
Marine Harvest

SMALL business owners are becom-
ing ‘disenfranchised’ from politicians 
after previous promises to reduce red 

Phil Orford, chief executive at the 
small business support and lobby 
group, the Forum of Private Business, 

-
ments to legislation and HMRC 

rules which business owners need to 
plan for.  He accused government of 
pandering to big business and forget-
ting about the small enterprises that 
drive the economy. Mr Orford added: 
‘When economic times are tough, 
politicians need to provide leadership 
and look beyond short-term political 
survival strategies.’

Small business being left behind by politicians

THE MARBLE Hall at Mount Stuart, 
Bute, will host the third annual Argyll 
and the Isles Tourism Summit next month, 
with the organisers hoping to build on last 
year’s success.

Aiming at the upcoming focus on Scot-
land in 2014 with the Commonwealth 
Games and Ryder Cup coming to the 
country in the year of Homecoming, the 
summit will launch its now Uniquely 
Argyll website on the day, as well pre-
viewing the new ‘Argyll Street’ display 
for this year’s national tourism Expo.

Mike Story, executive director of Argyll 
and the Isles Tourism, said: ‘I am looking 
forward to welcoming old friends and 
new delegates to this stunning venue to 
discuss how to capitalise on our vast and 
unique regional assets.’

To book a place, visit tourismsum-
mit2013.eventzilla.net. 

Isle of Bute to host 
tourism industry 
summit

OBAN Camera Club’s recent competi-
tion was entitled ‘ Isolation ‘ and at-
tracted a reasonable number of entries.
Members interpreted the theme in various 
ways and it was down to the visiting judge
Roy Gibson, a respected member of Ayr 
Photographic Society, to decide. 

Second and third places were awarded 
to Maurice Wilkins for a moody wintry 
scene of an isolated cottage and a remote 

-
ver with the sea as a background.

of a lone rowan tree at Wee Ganavan
silhouetted against a dramatic sky, taken 
by went to past president Alex Clark.
He received the coveted Laird Parker Tro-
phy and a Websters Camera Shop voucher.
See www.obanpc.co.ukfor images. 

New are members always welcome at 
the club’s weekly Monday night meetings 
in the Regent Hotel, Oban at 7.30pm.

Past president wins 
Oban Camera Club 
‘Isolation’ competition

A CAOL man has avoided jail for supplying 
dodgy diazepam which landed himself and his 
pals in hospital.

And Sheriff Noel McPartlin told Stephen 
Hardie at Fort William Sheriff Court his actions 
could have had ‘disastrous consequences’.

Hardie, 22, was appearing for sentencing after 
pleading guilty to being involved in supplying 
the impure Valium. He distributed the drug 
on April 21 and 22 at 35 Torlundy Road, Caol, 
and 87 Carn Dearg, Claggan, to Craig Love, 

four friends agreed to pool their money at a 
party to buy the Valium. Hardie took a taxi to 
meet ‘an individual’ – whom Hardie claimed 

A LOCHABER man caught in possession of 53 
indecent images of children has been placed on 
the sex offenders’ register for two years.

And Cathel Gillanders must attend 40 
sessions in a joint sex offenders project as part 
of his two-year probation.

Appearing for sentencing at Fort William 
Sheriff Court, the 46-year-old had his lap top, 

personal digital assistant forfeited.
Sheriff Noel McPartlin also ordered the 

offshore worker to perform 200 hours of unpaid 
work in the community. 

Defending, Hamish Melrose said Gillanders’ 

home was searched on May 13 2010 and 
‘various items’ removed by police. Images had 
been sent to him as email attachments by a man 
he met in an internet chatroom whose email 
was known to police.

‘Where he went wrong was he opened these 
and downloaded the attachments, keeping 
some and deleting others,’ said Mr Melrose.

‘Since then this matter has been hanging over 
him for the best part of three years. 

‘He was fully co-operative with police and 
there was no denial about what had happened. 
He is very much hoping he will not lose his job. 
He is ashamed about his conduct and proper 

remorse has been shown.’ Gillanders, of Erracht 
Drive, Caol, earlier admitted downloading 
indecent images of children between January 
26 and May 13 2010. 

Sheriff McPartlin told him: ‘Obviously the 
court takes offences such as this very seriously 
as does society in general. The usual approach 
is to consider a custodial sentence but having 
heard what has been said on your behalf and 
the circumstances of the case, and having 
read the favourable reports on you, I think it is 
appropriate to proceed otherwise.’

Gillanders’ parents were both in court to hear 
the verdict.

not to know - to purchase 100 tablets.

used Valium and was curious about its effects. 
He brought the drugs back to the party and 
distributed them between his friends. 

‘Unfortunately the drugs were bad. There 
seems to have been some sort of impurity and 
he and his friends were treated in hospital. 
Fortunately no long-term harm came to him or 

transaction.’

‘This has brought home to him how serious 
the offence could have been. He has shown 
genuine remorse and he accepts what he did 
was unacceptable. 

‘He is aware an offence like this can often 
attract a custodial sentence.’

Sheriff McPartlin showed clemency and 
ordered Hardie to perform 150 hours of unpaid 
work in the community within six months.

He said: ‘There was something wrong with 
the Valium and people ended up in hospital, 
including the accused. 

‘This highlights the dangers of the drug. 
People became ill and there would be a cost to 
the public purse for hospital treatment, which I 

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by STEPHEN NORRIS

snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Lochaber man placed on sex offenders’ register

Dogdy diazepam supplier spared jail term

Outrage 
as site is 
destroyed

THE BODY of a 51-year-old 
man was recovered from Loch 
Linnhe at Fort William on 
Sunday night.

Local Maritime and 
Coastguard Agency personnel 
pulled the body from the water 
just off the West End car park 
around 10pm. It is understood 
the man, who is not believed to 
be local, entered the water from 
the sea wall surrounding the car 

LOCHABER residents have 
expressed outrage after a 
traveller’s caravan pitch was 
‘vandalised’ with earth moving 
equipment on Monday.

Burke brings his caravan to 
Camusnagaul, across Loch 
Linnhe from Fort William, every 
spring and summer.

The 62-year-old grandfather 
tends gardens and hedges for 
around 25 customers and is 
regarded with affection by 
many.

Last April, The Oban Times 
reported Mr Burke had enjoyed a 
trouble-free 25 years before one 
householder began complaining 
about litter to Conaglen Estate, 
which allows Mr Burke to use 
the site. Local people said the 
claims were completely without 
foundation.

Now the same man, say 
locals, has dug up Mr Burke’s 
site in an attempt to prevent his 
return. Ardgour Community 
Council condemned the move 
as ‘vandalism’ at its meeting last 
Monday. 

Member Fergie MacLean told 
The Oban Times the man came 
in ‘sneakily’ last week when he 
and wife Rosie were out - then 
on Monday dug out more holes 

in Loch Linnhe. Mr MacLean 
said: ‘What a bloody mess he 
has made. I emailed the factor 
and phoned him and he assured 
me the guy was acting without 

Bomb site: Willie Burke’s caravan pitch on Tuesday after being dug up with earth moving equipment. Ardgour Community Council has 
condemned the move. 20_f07dig01

Willie Burke: heartbroken. 
20_f07willie02

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

any authority or consent from 
the estate. He’s dug up not only 
Willie’s site but also the bit I use 
for my tractor to carry bait and 
diesel down. It’s got to be tidied 
– it can’t be left as it is. If he gets 
away with this what’s the next 
thing he’s going to do?’ 

Mrs MacLean added: ‘After 

volunteering to come along 
with spades and shovels to sort 
the damage, but after today 
[Monday] it’s a machine that’s 
needed.’

Speaking from his Ayrshire 
home on Tuesday, Mr Burke told 
The Oban Times his caravan was 
supposed to go in on February 
19.

He said: ‘When Fergie phoned 
last night it just broke my heart. I 
have tried everything, but I can’t 
win. Last year the guy [Conaglen 
estate factor] said as long as 
there was just one caravan there 
was no problem. 

‘Me and my wife were happy 
there for years. Since she died 
coming up there has kept me 
going. If the site was restored I 
would go back tomorrow.’

Conaglen Estate factor David 
Mosgrove had not provided a 
comment as The Oban Times 
went to press.

park. A Northern Constabulary 
spokesperson said: ‘There do 
not appear to be any suspicious 
circumstances and a report will 
be submitted to the Procurator 
Fiscal.’

Body recovered from Loch Linnhe

NEWDESK
01631 568000

THE FIRST of 21 new safety barriers to be installed at 

William-Mallaig line at Corpach on Tuesday.
The unveiling follows successful trials of the new ‘stubby’ 

barriers at Ardrossan last summer.
Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch MSP Dave Thompson, 

a long-time campaigner for improved level crossings, 
attended the ceremony.

Local councillors Allan Henderson and Eddie Hunter, 
together with Network Rail route safety improvement 
manager Zoe Hands, were also present. 

Mr Thompson said: ‘Besides Corpach, there will be safety 
barriers installed at three locations on the far north line 
around Golspie and Brora, while the programme to install 

completed by 2014.
‘The new safety barriers will ensure that the likelihood of 

on schedule and I look forward to welcoming safety barriers 
at all open level crossings throughout the Highlands.’

Dave Thompson MSP with Zoe Hands, Eddie Hunter, and 
Allan Henderson at the official opening of the new railway 

crossing at Corpach. 

New level crossing      
barriers unveiled

OT
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AL’S NUTS
UNIT 1 MACGREGOR COURT OBAN

WIDE RANGE OF 
NUTS - FRUIT -SWEETS
HERBS - SPICES - SEEDS
EASIYO - BAKING - TEAS

TEL: 01631 565 384
www.facebook.com/AlsNuts

Hidden
Treasures

IN WASHINGTON DC there are restaurants where you can 

In Paris there are hidden passageways full of incredible shops 
with an array of goodies of offer and in London you only need 
to head down a side street to stumble on quaint thrift stores or 
magic shops full of your childhood dreams. 

But the good news for readers is you don’t need to travel that 
far to come across hidden treasures of shops, cafes and restau-
rants.

The west coast of Scotland has plenty of these on offer. If you 
need to hike over a hill or take a boat to get there surely this just 
adds to the charm – and makes the perfect excuse for a day out. 
You can decide whether to take the family or not!

+

trippers and holiday makers. 

for holiday makers and locals alike.

01631 760020 or 01631 760030

Al’s Nuts is a new shop selling lots of 
healthy food. If you want some fruit or nuts 
we have a wide selection to choose from. 
We have over 70 different types of hers 

as well. If you have a sweet tooth there is a 
wide selection of retro sweets too.

The Crafty Kitchen, Ardfern - family run 
Café/Gift Shop set in beautiful surroundings 
of Craignish Peninsula, re-opening on the 
1st of March after a winter break! Come in 
for delicious coffee, great homebaking and 
snacks/lunches made by us from locally 
sourced produce (BYOB - no corkage fee), 
Kid’s menu available. Browse our gift shop 
for wonderful jewellery, good selection of 
books, local arts and crafts, and much 
more! We are open 7 days a week, 11am 

- 5:30pm). Baby-changing facilities and car 
park available.   Tel. 01852-500-303

Dalrannoch Tearoom is a small family 
friendly tearoom offering breakfasts, home-
made soup, light snacks and main meals.
A takeaway service is also available.

We offer a selection of homemade cakes 
and a small selection of gluten free cakes.

Coming soon a range of homemade 
preserves and homemade soups sold in 
tamperproof tubs so that you can enjoy 
them at home.

We can also provide outside catering and 
can cater for children’s parties.

Visit the beautiful island of Tiree and enjoy 
being active with Tiree Fitness; Personal
Training, Sports Coaching, Bike Hire and 
the annual Tiree 10k & Half Marathon. Fully 

-
ning, triathlon, cycling and strength training.

• 5 day residential Training Camp: 
21st - 26th March - last few places left

• Tiree 10k & Half Marathon: 4th May

Further details and booking information at 

Patrick and Pam O’Donnell look forward 
to extending a warm welcome to you at 
The Shower of Herring Restaurant & 
Bar, Kilmelford.  Set in the heart of Melfort 
Village, the Restaurant has been providing 
delicious food and friendly hospitality for 
over 25 years!

Relax and enjoy your evening in our warm 
welcoming atmosphere – Indulge your 
Taste Buds and choose from our varied 

Wines, good Malts and Scottish Real Ales. 
Regular Monday Music Nights are very 
popular locally especially when combined 
with our great value Monday Menu!

Arlene’s Coffee Shop - Come and visit our 
friendly and inviting coffee shop in Craignure, 
a stone’s throw away from the ferry. Gor-
geous views up Loch Linnhe all year round. 
Sample some of our fantastic home baked 
cakes and light lunches and a variety of our 

Craignure, Isle of Mull

Open Monday to Saturday 8am –5pm

Closed on Sunday’s during 
January & February

01680 812 238 

Open all year round.
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A variety of exciting trips are offered 
by Farsain Cruises, including to the 
Corryvreckan whirlpool and wildlife tours.

Farsain Cruises have been running every 
year since 1990, and is owned by Duncan 
Philips, who has been sailing for a number 
of years and has extensive knowledge of 
the area.

Based at Croabh Haven, near 
Lochgilphead, Duncan can provide 
different trips to suit what you want to do.

Whether it’s for charters to nearby islands, 

service, Duncan can oblige for any party.

He skips the 31-foot motor launch boat 
Mitchell 31, which features a galley, with 
refreshments available on board.

Duncan takes an active interest in wildlife 

best sights.

‘That fact that I am interested in it myself 

adventure for me.’

Lismore

‘A People and their Place’

For centuries we were told that the chief 
barrier to our progress was the Gaelic 
language.  Now the importance of the 
language along with the culture and 
tradition of our Island are brought to life in 
this museum, through the hard work of the 
island community.  

a quiet spot for lunch and a place to hear 
stories of the past.   A welcome rest and 
tasty meal are on offer and you can enjoy 
your meal while admiring the beautiful 

displays.
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Case deserted
THE CASE against a Fort 
William man accused of 
brandishing a broken crutch has 
been deserted at Fort William 
Sheriff Court.

Scott Crichton, 20, of Flat 6, 
An Cala, Fassifern Road, had 
denied holding the walking aid 
in a threatening and menacing 
manner on the town’s Union 
Road on December 11. 

THE TRIAL of a man accused 
assaulting three people during 
a fracas at a Fort William 
nightspot failed to go ahead after 
his solicitors dumped him.

Derek Cumming, appearing 
at Fort William Sheriff Court 
on Monday with co-accused, 
brothers Ian and Fraser Roy, 
discovered his lawyer had pulled 
out, leaving him with no legal 
representation.

Mr Cumming, 43, told Sheriff 
Eric Brown he had been in touch 
with his solicitor only last Friday 
and was unaware of the move.

Procurator Fiscal Alison Wylie 
said: ‘It is extremely unfortunate 
that we are in this situation.’

Six civilian witnesses and one 

evidence, she said.
Rescheduling the trial for 

April 22, Sheriff Brown said: ‘It 
is very unsatisfactory that one of 
the solicitors has had to pull out 
for reasons that have not been 
made clear to the court.’

Representation
He told Mr Cumming: ‘It is up 

have been left to yourself today. I 
would suggest you do something 
sooner rather than later with 
regard to your representation.’

Mr Cumming, of 22 The 
Avenue, Whitburn, denies 
punching Dennis Roy and 
Callum Duncan on the face to 
their injury during a birthday 
bash at the BA Club on 
November 3.

He also pleads not guilty to 
punching Sharon Cameron on 
the face, knocking her to the 
ground and kicking her on the 
face to her injury.

Ian Roy, 28, of 59 Carn Dearg, 
Claggan and Fraser Roy, 25, of 
38 Blaeberryhill Road, Whitburn 
both deny repeatedly punching 
and kicking Dennis Roy on the 
head and body to his injury.

The pair previously admitted 
a total of seven charges of 
assault, threatening and abusive 
behaviour, damaging property 
and resisting arrest. But further 
police inquires resulted in more 
charges.

Fraser Roy is also accused of 
headbutting Callum Duncan and 
repeatedly striking him on the 
head and body to his injury.

Woman denies 
fraud charges
A LOCHIELSIDE woman 
accused of fraudulently 
claiming more than £36,000 in 

to stand trial at Fort William 
Sheriff Court on February 25.

Anne Mustarde 49, of Tigh 
Linn, Kinlocheil, denies 
pretending to have no savings 
to claim income support from 
the Department of work and 
Pensions between July 2004 
and August 2010. Procurator 
Fiscal Alison Wylie expressed 
some concern about the trial 
date, as the Crown had yet to 
receive a request for disclosure 
of relevant documents from Ms 
Mustarde’s solicitors.

Assault trial date
THE TRIAL of a Caol man 
accused of assaulting a woman 
in her house has been put back 
to February 25.

Fort William Sheriff Court 
heard legal aid aid was not yet 
in place for Daniel Cameron, 
of 29 Camaghael Road, who 
denies repeatedly slapping the 
woman at her home in Mamore 
Crescent, Fort William, on 
January 12. Two witnesses 
are set to give evidence at the 
38-year-old self-employed 
window cleaner’s trial.

THE TRIAL of two Lochaber 
men facing charges linked to a 
disturbance in Invergarry has 
been postponed until February 
25.

Cameron MacInnes, 18, and 
and Alexander Williamson, 
23, were due to stand trial on 
Monday but Mr MacInnes’ 
defence lawyer called off through 
duties at Glasgow Sheriff Court. 
Four witnesses were due to give 
evidence.

Sheriff Eric Brown told Fort 
William Sheriff Court the lawyer 
would be required to explain why 
he only gave notice he would not 
be present only the Friday before 

ROY Bridge village shop has 
been saved from possible closure 
and ambitious plans put in place 
to expand it with a coffee shop 
and public toilets.

Owners Lorna and Ray 
Weir told The Oban Times in 
December they were considering 
shutting the store after a 
downturn in business in 2012.

But their son Christopher and 
his partner Claire have taken 
over running the shop and hope 
the coffee shop will provide a 
boost to both the business and 
the village.

The pair have already submitted 
plans to Highland Council for a 
small café and toilets which will 
be available to the public. Ray 

DORNIE and District 
Community Council and Dornie 
Projects Group have written to 
Highland Council leader Drew 
Hendry asking that land within 
the grounds of Graham House 
be converted into a play/sports 
area.  

The letter, from DDCC 
chairman Shona MacLennan 
and DPG chairman John Don 
MacKenzie, proposes a three-
way partnership under which the 
council and the two local groups 
would provide the facility for 
local youngsters.

The Lochalsh represenentatives 
state: ‘In light of the political 
encouragement to facilitate 

AN ONICH pensioner has escaped a driving 
ban after he crashed his car coming down 
through Glencoe last summer. 

Former coach driver David O’Neill was 
exiting the last corner below Glencoe 
gorge when his vehicle drifted across to the 
opposite verge, struck a rock and overturned. 
The July 20 accident closed the A82 in both 
directions.

Minutes earlier, the 80-year-old riskily 
overtook a van and a car at Glen Etive 
straight, Fort William Sheriff Court heard.

O’Neill, of Muiresk, admitted careless 
driving and forcing the van driver to brake 
sharply to avoid a collision.

Rollover jackpot
A ROLLOVER jackpot of £300 
is up for grabs this week in Fort 
William FC’s weekly lotto draw 
on Sunday. 

Numbers in this week’s draw 
were 2-3-6.

School concern
SKYE, Lochaber and Badenoch 
MSP Dave Thompson has 
expressed concern over the time 
being taken to build Portree’s 
new Gaelic-medium education 
school.

Latest Highland Council 
timetables suggest work will 
not begin until 2015-16 at the 
earliest.

Mr Thompson hoped 
Highland Council could work 
with the Scottish Government 
to ensure the project is delivered 
‘as soon as possible’.

He added: ‘Parents in Portree 
have clearly expressed their 
desire to see the new school in 
operation as soon as possible, 
and are understandably 
disappointed with the delays 
that have beset the project.’

Roy Bridge Stores: set to stay open with a new coffee shop extension being planned. 20_f07shop01

By RICHARD HADDOCK
rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

told The Oban Times he felt the 
additions were the only way to 
keep the shop going as a viable 
business.

He said: ‘We looked at 
absolutely everything and we 
think having a wee coffee shop 
is the only way forward. 

‘During summer, we have so 
many tourists coming in and 
asking for toilets so I think 

village. 
‘And hopefully they’ll buy 

some sweets or a coffee on the 
way out.

‘We’ll have a takeaway menu 

Roy Bridge 
village
shop saved      
from closure

the trial, which had already been 
postponed in December because 
of legal aid issues.

Mr MacInnes, of 51 Castle 
Drive, Lochyside, denies 
shouting and swearing and 
refusing to desist at an address 
in Garry Crescent on October 7 
2012 while on bail.

Mr Williamson, of 4 Glenmallie 
Terrace, Caol, denies resisting 
arrest by three police constables, 
struggling with them, kicking 
out at a police vehicle, refusing 
to get into it and continuing to 

the same incident, also while on 
bail.

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Onich pensioner escapes driving ban

He also admitted losing control of and 
crashing his car near Achtriochtan, forcing 
German driver Anke Heinz to take evasive 
action.

Procurator Fiscal Alison Wylie said 
O’Neill told police ‘his attention had strayed’ 
coming through the gorge.

‘Police found the accused in the car,’ she 
said. ‘Both lanes were blocked by the car 
sitting in the roadway. He was unable to say 
why he lost control. The vehicle was a total 
loss.’

Defending, Hamish Melrose said former 

‘taking his time’ coming home from a visit 
to England.  

‘He has never been in a situation like this 
before,’ he said.

Points
Sheriff Eric Brown said ‘rather than 

and endorse his licemce with six penalty 
points. 

The sheriff noted that O’Neill already 
had three points on his licence from a 
speeding offence and warned him one more 
indiscretion could lead to a ban.

and seats inside for people who 
want to come in for a coffee. 
We’ve put plans into the planning 

to hear back from them.’
Ray said he and his wife, who 

have owned the store since 2007, 
will continue to have a role in the 
shop’s future.

He said: ‘We’re still going to 
be involved, but Chris and his 
wife will be doing the day-to- 
day stuff.’

Local priest Father Tom Wynne 
welcomed the plans, saying: ‘I 
am sure in time it will become a 
favourite meeting place to have 
a chat over a cup of tea and to 
enjoy Lorna’s delicious cakes 
and patisseries.’

physical activity for social 
and health reasons as well as 
recognising the desires of our 
young people, we would request 
that the council, currently 
owner of Graham House and 
its surrounding land, contribute 
an area of the grounds (between 
one half and one acre) to enable 
our partnership to progress an 
outdoor multi-activity park for a 
wide age group. 

Funding
‘With the council’s contribution, 

we would take this project 
forward for funding and create a 
best practice partnership which 
meets the needs of a growing 
community which currently has 

no outdoor facilities for play.’ 
On January 31, The Oban Times
reported local concerns about 
the deteriorating condition of 
Graham House, a former nursing 
home.

The building has been boarded 
up and put on the market since it 
closed two years ago. 

So far, there have been no takers 
for the extensive property.

The 1.41-acre site is currently 
on the market for a reduced 
asking price. 

Offers ‘in the region of’ 
£175,000 are being sought. 

A council spokesperson ‘any 
reasonable offer’ to lease the 
asset would be considered.

Trial stalls 
as solicitor 
dumps client

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Call for explanation    
as trial is postponed

Groups outline Dornie 
play/sports area plan 

Candles from £5.95

Dinnerware from £5

Original Kitchens, 8 Albany Terrace, Oban, Argyll
Tel: 01631 570628 www.originalkitchensoban.co.uk

A new business is to open its doors this week in Oban.  
Original Kitchens will offer a wide selection of Kitchens 
and accessories that are both affordable and of 
high quality.
Stephen Campbell, who operates SEC Joiners and 
builders, is a well-established business within the 
Oban area. With ten years’ experience in design and 
installation of kitchens. Stephen is well placed to offer 
advice. Together with his wife, Kathryn they decided to 
expand the kitchen aspect of the business hence the 
development of Original Kitchens.
The showroom features Crown Imperial which prides 
itself in offering value for money across their entire 
range of stunning quality fitted furniture. You too can 
add a touch of luxury to your Kitchen, bedroom or living 
area.

To compliment this range Neptune is a stunning 
collection of bespoke kitchens and interiors that are 
built to the highest quality using traditional materials.
This range incorporates bedroom, living, garden and 
bathroom furniture so you can complete your look 
which makes Neptune furniture a welcome addition to 
any home.
The concept behind Original Kitchens is to create a 
relaxed and welcoming atmosphere where customers 
are welcome to browse the showroom at their leisure.
With our many years of experience we are uniquely 
placed to offer project management of your individual 
kitchen development, existing kitchen refurbishments, 
home extensions or new build home.
Please feel free to call in and visit us at 8 Albany 
Terrace. We look forward to welcoming old and new 
customers alike.

All Electrical work undertaken
We carry out all types of work, domestic/

commercial from installing additional sockets 

Heating. Specialising in Kitchen and Bathroom 
upgrades.

Kenneth wishes the Team at Original Kitchen 
all the very best for the Future.

Morar House, Connel, Argyll PA37 1PA
Tel: 01631 710862  

Mobile: 07917 167477
Web: fergusonelectrical.co.uk
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It is openly acknowledged 
that the local economy in 

-
cantly dependent on tourism 
and as such, the ‘experience’ 
of visiting the area is closely 
linked to ‘good quality’ and 
‘innovative’ food and the 
‘service’ provided.

Forteith Foodservice has 
been trading in the West 
Highlands and Islands since

1955 and has acquired 
empathy for, and an under-

WEST HIGHLANDS & ISLANDS TRADESHOW
27th & 28th FEBRUARY 2013

standing of, the pressures on 
local independent Caterers.

The Tradeshow is open to 
‘Trade Only’, and includes 
a variety of around 60 local 
and national companies. The 

on food and drink to the ca-
tering industry. Additionally 
there will be representation 
of catering equipment, 
Refrigeration services and 
a few other complimentary 
service providers. The inclu-

sion of 50 Catering suppliers 
means there are many new 
products and concepts to 
try and promotional offers to 
take advantage of.

Forteith Foodservice 
recognises the frustration 
of businesses in the West 
Highlands and Islands. Often 
having to travel hundreds 
of miles to attend major 
national trade shows only to 

to obtain in this area. The 
West Highlands & Islands 
Tradeshow is organised with 
this in mind. Suppliers are 
carefully selected for their 
ability to offer quality prod-
ucts all year round through 
Forteith Foodservice.

The West Highlands & 
Islands Tradeshow is to be 
held at the Corran Halls, 
Oban, on 27th & 28th Febru-
ary 2013. A must attend 
event!

Corran Halls cameras rolling for The Producers

A WRITER will return to 
the Glencoe pub where he 
worked for three years to 
launch his debut novel later 
this month.

Keen climber Alex Roddie 
penned much of The Only 
Genuine Jones while em-
ployed at the Clachaig Inn 
from 2008 to 2011.

The bar, a well-known 
haunt for climbers and walk-
ers, will play host to the book 
launch on February 27.

The event will feature 
a brief talk from Alex, a 
reading from the book, and 
an opportunity to purchase 
signed copies.

The novel, set in 1896-97, 
provides an alternative vi-
sion of the formative years 
of mountaineering in Britain 
and the Alps.

-
ures such as Owen Glynne 
Jones and his climbing rival 
Aleister Crowley, who was 
better known as an occult-
ist.

Several parts of the book 
are set in Glencoe, where 
the Clachaig Inn holds a 
prominent location. 

Mr Roddie completed a 
number of winter climbs 
using Victorian equipment 
in the glen, learning that 
so-called ‘primitive’ gear 
actually has certain advan-
tages over the lighter, more 

present day.
Lincolnshire-based Mr 

Roddie hopes the book will 
be available at local outlets 
in Lochaber later in 2013. It 
was released on Kindle last 
year.

The paperback special 
edition is illustrated by the 
author and is available online 
from FreeARead.

Clachaig
Inn writer 
returns to 
Glencoe

Ladies night at 
Oban Speakers
EMMELINE Pankhurst, 
Florence Nightingale and 
Betty Boothroyd were the 
topics at the annual ladies 
night of Oban Speakers 
Club.

John Maclean, Eamonn 
Arthur and Malcolm 

critics, Jim Fraser, Donnie 
Graham and Tom Clegg.
Bill Leech issued a vari-
ety of topics starting with a 
question to Jim Fraser ‘whit 
gaurs you loup’. 

Other topics speakers were 
Martin Wilson, Carol and 
Bill Leech, Alec Clark and 
Archie McPhail, who was 
also timekeeper.

The evening was rounded 
off with a considerate and
excellent general evaluation 
by Frank Walton. 

The next meeting is on 
February 21 in the Ambo 
Room at the Church Centre.

OBAN Music Society’s 
winter season is well un-
derway. 
The next concert is a per-
formance by the trio, Brass 
Diversions on trumpet, 
trombone and piano. 

This ensemble promotes 
a wide range of repertoire 
with two graduates of the 
Royal Conservatoire of 
Scotland and one of Spain.

Tom Poulson, on trumpet, 
has performed with the 
English Symphony Orches-
tra and Scotland’s national 
orchestras.

Glasgow-based trom-

bonist Antonio Jiménez 
Marín was born in Córdoba, 
Spain. 

Scholarship

degree at the Royal Conser-
vatoire of Granada and was 
offered a scholarship from 
Royal Conservatoire of 
Scotland Trust to complete 
a masters of music.

Pianist Christopher Baxter 
is originally from Aberdeen 
and has completed a BMus 
with 1st class honours and 
MMus. 

Christopher has also par-
ticipated in master classes 

with Murray McLachlan, 
Malcolm Martineau, Roger 
Vignoles, Julius Drake and 
Martin Katz.

The concert, at 3pm in St 
John’s Cathedral on Sunday 
February 17, ranges from 
Bach, Debussy and Ger-
shwin to some of the less 
well known contemporary 
composers and promises to 
provide some very eclectic 
listening.

Non members are very 
welcome with tickets be-
ing available at the door, 
students and children are 
admitted free.

Trumpet players sound the next 
Oban Music Society concert
Winter season welcomes next star turns

The pupils in Iona Primary School and pre-5 unit have been finding out 
about the story of the animal symbols used to depict the different years in 

the Chinese zodiac system. They were visited by a friendly dragon who told 
them the story about the Jade Emperor and the race across the river. 

AN ISLE of Mull bed and break-
fast has received a gold award 
from Scotland’s national tourism 
association.

Brockville, run by Helen and 
Gordon Chalmers in Tobermory, 
was handed a four-star gold award 
from VisitScotland.

Helen said: ‘Obviously I’m 
delighted by this award, which 
recognises the efforts Gordon 
and I have made over the years to 
continually improve our business, 
but it would be wrong to think we 
did this alone. 

‘Our efforts have been helped 
along the way by the many 
complementary businesses; the 

restaurants, the wildlife and sea 
tour operators and the people of 
Mull and Iona in general, who 
make this a fantastic place to visit 
and a wonderful place to live.’

Rockpool House, in Acharacle, 
which is run by Val and Richard 
Padbury also received the award, 
which recognises serviced ac-
commodation businesses which 
consistently achieve the highest 
levels of excellence within their 
VisitScotland star grading. Busi-
nesses achieving the award will 
excel in the areas of customer care 
and hospitality and show evidence 
of a real commitment to staff 
development and training.

Award-winning bed and 
breakfast owners praise 
island businesses

Kevin Baker as Max, John Robinson as Leo and Linsey McGlone as Ulla in Spotlight Theatre’s The Producers. 

THE CAST is ready, the scene is set, it’s time for Spotlight 
Theatre Group to unveil The Producers.

The comedy production is a stage classic but also recently 
hit the big screen with Uma Thurman playing the lead role 
of Ulla. The Oban production is based on the 2005 Film and 
Stage show of the same name and the cast is working hard 

Complex choreography and multiple set changes mean the 
stage and set team has had to increase the size of the Corran 
Hall stage.

Stage manager Stephen Day said: ‘We have been rehears-
ing since August 2012, and there have been particular 

challenges with the set and scene changes, the increased 
stage size and choreogrpahy, but as usual we are ready to 
give Oban a spectacular show and lots of laughs.’

Actors
The principal actors in the show are Kevin Baker as Max, 

John Robinson as Leo and Linsey McGlone as Ulla.

‘It’s a bit different from our ‘normal’ shows,’ admits 
Louisa Hyde, one of the show’s producers. ‘But its a great 
fun show with lots of fast-paced narrative in it as well as 
great songs and big show-stopping numbers.’

The Producers is playing for three nights only at the Cor-
ran Halls, from February 21 - 23.

AWARD WINNING EVENT!
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COMMUNITY  
NOTICEBOARD

• Life of Pi (PG)
Based on the best-selling novel by 
Yann Martel, is a magical adventure 
story centering on Pi Patel, the 
precocious son of a zoo keeper. 
• Les Misérables (12A)
Set against the backdrop of 19th-
century France, Les Misérables 
tells an enthralling story of broken 
dreams and unrequited love, 
passion, sacrifice and redemption - 
a timeless testament to the survival 
of the human spirit.
• The Last Stand (15)
After a spectacular escape from 
an FBI prisoner convoy, the most 
notorious, wanted drug kingpin 
in the hemisphere is hurtling 
toward the border at 200 mph 
in a specially outfitted car with 
a hostage and a fierce army of 

gang members. He is headed 
straight for Summerton Junction, 
where the U.S. law enforcement 
will have their last opportunity 
to make a stand and intercept 
him before he slips across the 
border forever. Sheriff Owens 
(Schwarzenegger) ultimately 
accepts responsibility for the face 
off.
• Jack Reacher (12A)
In an innocent heartland city, 
five are shot dead by an expert 
sniper. The police quickly identify 
and arrest the culprit, and build a 
slam-dunk case. But the accused 
man claims he’s innocent and 
says “Get Jack Reacher.” Reacher 
himself sees the news report and 
turns up in the city. The defense is 
immensely relieved, but Reacher 

has come to bury the guy. Shocked 
at the accused’s request, Reacher 
sets out to confirm for himself the 
absolute certainty of the man’s 
guilt, but comes up with more 
than he bargained for.
• Ice Age 4  (U)
When Manny is separated from 
Ellie and Peaches on an iceberg 
but he promises that he will 
find a way to return home. 
While crossing the ocean, they 
are captured by the cruel pirate 
Captain Gutt and his crew.
• Master and 
Commander  (12A)
Based on the best-selling novels 
of Patrick O’Brian, this maritime 
adventure stars Russell Crowe as 
Captain “Lucky” Jack Aubrey.
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Oban & Lorn Lions Club
Table Top Sale

Great Western Hotel, 
Oban

10am – 3pm
Saturday 23rd February

£5 per table
To book space – 

Tel/Text: 07917 665103

Lorn Garden Club
Come and join us on

Tuesday 19th Feb in St John’s 
Cathedral Hall Oban

(entrance from lane at rear)
7.15 for 7.30

to hear
David Rankin from Kevock 

Nursery talk about
Wild Wet Woodland Gardening
 Everyone welcome, refreshmments 

including home baking
Plants for sale from Chelsea 

award winning Kevock Nursery

COFFEE MORNING
(with lunchtime soup)

Saturday, 16th February
10.30 am – 2.00 pm

Oban Congregational Church
Tea or Coffee + Home Baking £2.50

Soup/bread £2.00
Lunchtime Special – Soup/bread 

followed by tea or coffee and 
cakes only £4.00

Sales stalls
All in aid of church funds

Marie Curie Cancer Care
Afternoon Tea in

St.John’s Cathedral 
Hall, Oban, 

Saturday 16th 
February 2013

2pm – 4pm
Various stalls including 

Preserves, Books etc.

30th Highlands & 
Islands Music & 
Dance Festival
(3-5 May, 2013)

Syllabus/ Entry Forms
from ‘Oban Music’ or
www.obanfestival.org

Closing date: 
18 March

An Comunn Gàidhealeach  MEUR CHRUACHAIN 
(Cruachan  Branch)

CEILIDH
in TAYNUILT VILLAGE HALL SATURDAY, 

16th February 2013 at 7.45 p.m.
 Catriona Watt & James Graham-Mod Gold Medallists, Ceitidh 

Smith,  Hector MacFadyen–Accordion,  Jake MacKay–
Mouthorgan,  Agnes Liddell–Keyboard,  Ian Hurst–Piper,

Eilidh MacInnes–World Champion Dancer.
Fear an Taighe: Cameron Fletcher

Admission £4.00, Members £3.00, Children £2.00

APPIN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Sickness and Health in the 

Scottish Highlands during the 
late 19th Century - an Island 

Perspective:
Pat Whatley

Saturday 16 February
Port Appin Hall  2.30pm

ALL WELCOME!
www.appinhistoricalsociety.co.uk

ROYAL  NATIONAL  MOD – OBAN 2015
What is a Mod?

If you’re not sure, we’ll tell you at the next
Meeting of the Local Organising Committee

on Wednesday, 20th February
in the Pipe Band Hall at 7.30 p.m.

The LOC  meeting will answer your questions
and show ways in which you can help.

Gaelic and non-Gaelic speakers welcome
WE  NEED  YOU - Hope you can join us

OBAN MUSIC SOCIETY  

CONCERT
SUNDAY 17TH FEBRUARY

 ST JOHNS CATHEDRAL  3.00P.M.
Brass Diversions

will be playing classical and contemporary 
works for trumpet, trombone and piano

Non members welcome, 
tickets available at the door £10 (£8)- students free

THE USUAL venue of the Royal 
Hotel, Portree provided a warm 
and welcoming meeting place 
for a good turnout of musicians 
and listening enthusiasts at the 
February meeting of the Skye 
Accordion and Fiddle Club.

After a welcome by club chair-
man and M.C. Jim Campbell, 
the audience were entertained 

-
dlers Caerina Campbell, Eilidh 
MacPherson and Wendy Riva, 
piano accordionists John Cam-
eron (Braes), John MacGilvary 
and John Cameron (Portree) 
who also played keyboard, 
and Donald John Campbell on 
drums.  

A special welcome was 
afforded to John ‘The Box’ 

The annual Lorn and Islands Hospital pantomime took place in Oban High School last weekend, raising more than £1,000 for charity. Jack and 
the Beancounter, written and directed by Sandra Melville, saw Isla Grierson as the bad Beancounter while Cathy MacFarlane took up the role of 
Jack. A total of £1,070 was raised on the night and will be distributed to charities, which have still to be confirmed. Pictured are some of the cast 

members and their little make-up helper, seven year old Sophie Houston. 16_t07panto01

Jack and the Beancounter  play makes £1,000 for charity 

Fiddlers set the tone at Skye club 

Gemma Donald and Gordon Pattullo were the highlight of the evening at 
Skye Accordion and Fiddle Club.

Mackerlich who had travelled 
from Ardelve on the mainland 

his 5-row button-key accordion, 
accompanied by Donald John 
Campbell on drums and John 
Cameron (Portree) on key-
board.  

Highlight
Highlight of the evening was 

the eagerly awaited return 
visit to the club by accordionist 
Gordon Pattullo of Blairgowrie 

Donald.  
In the hands of those top class 

musicians the blend of box 

sound for their wonderful and 
varied repertoire, from haunting 
melodies such as ‘The Furrow’s 

End’ to driving sets such as ‘The 
Kiwi Pipers’ pipe medley. For a 
special request Gordon played 
solo with his ‘Flying Scotsman’ 
tribute and to round off their 
guest spot both played a stunning 
version of ‘The Orange Blossom 
Special’ to the great acclaim of 
the delighted audience.  

Gemma and Gordon kindly 
stayed on stage to lead a group 
of the club players in a rousing 
‘stramash’ to bring an evening 

The next club meeting will be 
in the same venue on Thursday 
7th March when the audience 
will be entertained by the great 
sound of the Marian Anderson 
Band. 

John Grundy.

MORE than 100,000 people 
attending Glasgow’s Celtic Con-
nections helped ticket sales to 
top £1m this year.

The 20th festival was held over 
18 days in January and Febru-
ary, featuring 2,100 artists from 
around the globe. 

Celtic Connections continues 
to have an international appeal 
but among the 50 shows that sold 
out were Argyll band Washing-
ton Irving and Donnie Munro 
and Joy Dunlop.

Celtic Connections artistic 
director Donald Shaw, who hails 
from Taynuilt, said: ‘We are 
delighted that once again the tal-
ented musicians who have taken 
part and the enthusiastic festival 
audiences have made this year 
another brilliant success. 

‘We’ve witnessed some unique 
one-off collaborations and 
fantastic performances over the 
past eighteen days.

‘We now turn towards next year 
when the 21st Celtic Connections 
will kick start what is going to 
be a very exciting year for sport 
and culture in Scotland.’ 

Celtic Connections 
is just the ticket

AWARD-winning Scottish author and poet 
Jackie Kay has kindly given The Oban 
Times exclusive permission to share with 

-
posed in Morvern.

In this simple sonnet, the second in our se-
ries of her Ardtornish Quintet, Jackie evokes 

a feeling of timelessness in and around 
Rose Cottage on Ardtornish Estate where, 
as Scottish Book Trust writer-in-residence, 
Jackie wrote her evocative poetry, inspired 
by Morvern’s landscapes and people.

See the next Ardtornish Quintet poem in 
next week’s Oban Times.

Rose Cottage inspires 
Ardtornish Quintet poetry

ROSE COTTAGE
My mother carried me in a cottage
Like this sleeping on her side,
Her face turned to the wall.
Travelling spoons hanging in the dark hall.

In the morning, heart heavy at night.
But, day broke; waters broke – oh, the light.
Tonight, outside this Rose Cottage,
I shine my torch to watch the river,
Rush as if to meet a love r- dark as the past.
In the morning I open the blinds, back at last,
And there’s my river running still.
Relief - it hurries on: nobody’s will.
The years are somehow carried over.

A GROUP of enthusiastic organic gardeners 
have taken over part of the old Highland 
Heathers site near Taynuilt and are looking 
for others to join them.

The recently formed Taynuilt Organic 
Growers (TOGS) are busy clearing out a 
poly tunnel before creating soil and dividing 
it into plots to grow their own food.

Marlyn Turbitt, of TOGS, said: ‘We are 
initially using one poly tunnel which will 
be divided into four plots with an option 

for people doing a communal plot. We are 
interested in it being an organic growing 
place and we are all going to help each other 
out, working together on the clear up and 
creating the top soil – we are starting from 
nothing.’

The group hope to sell surplus food in the 
future but for the moment are looking for 
new members. If you are interested in join-
ing the Taynuilt Organic Growers contact 
TOGS2013@gmail.com.

The Taynuilt Organic Growers on their first day on site. 16_t07togs01

Organic garden group takes seed 

Follow us on 

facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes
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WHETHER it is homes or 
Hoovers, everything seems to 
be available to hire these days 
and with money tight it can 
be easier on the purse strings 
than buying new products.

Some also argue that hiring 
products and services rather 
than buying them helps reduce 
our carbon footprint.
Experts say if products were 

manufactured in smaller 
quantities and built to 
be extremely durable, 
upgradeable and 
reliable this would be 
considerably better for 
the planet than every-
one owning individual 
appliances.
While this sounds 

unfashionable not everything 
you can hire is industrial. Kilts 
have been traditionally avail-
able for men to hire for occa-
sions such as weddings but 
ladies can also take advantage 
of a similar service.
Designer dresses, shoes and 

bags are all available for hire 
for specials occasions and if 
we’re honest with ourselves, 

rarely worn again.
If you’re throwing a party 

consider hiring any glasses and 
crockery you 
may need, 
unless this is 
provided by 
caterers. 
Everyday 

essentials 
can also be 
hired. Most 
people will 

buy a car but hiring one long 
term can come with advan-
tages including insurance, road 
tax and repairs included.
If you’re not a fan of this idea 

you could still take advantage 
of car hire if you’re heading off 
on holiday. It could be easier, 
and cheaper, to hire a car when 
you get there rather than drive 
the distance.
And if you’re more of a 

caravan person you needn’t 
feel like you have to buy one to 
enjoy a holiday in one. There 
are many locations on the west 
coast of Scotland where these 
are available for hire.
We’re not suggesting you go 

to quite the extremes of the 
latest craze in China – girls are 
hiring a boyfriend to take home 
to meet their parents – but 
if you’re in need of a carpet 
cleaner you know what to do.

DON’T BUY IT, HIRE ITT Maxwell Plant Hire
EST 1985

Wheeled & tracked 360 excavators
with qualified operator.

Experienced in all aspects of ground works.
Competitive hire rates

Mobile: 07831 672717

West Coast property service

•

Guide price: £125,000

West Coast
property service

West Coast property service

TARANSAY

AN APPEALING DETACHED HOUSE IN A POPULAR 
RESIDENTIAL AREA
OFFERING WELL APPOINTED FAMILY ACCOMMODATION
ON THE FRINGE OF THE TOWN CENTRE YET CONVENIENT 
TO AMENITIES
Double Glazing : Electric Storage Central Heating
Hall : Conservatory : Lounge : Dining Room : Kitchen : Utility Room
Bathroom : Showerroom : 4 Bedrooms : Attic And Under House Storage
Attractive Established Garden With Patio And Garage/Store

Offers Over 
£225,000
Invited

TO LET – NEAR 
INVERARAY

Traditional but newly 
appointed one-bedroom 

en-suite cottage in 
courtyard setting, 
unfurnished, new 

carpets, rent £320 pcm 
plus council tax and 
deposit, references 

essential. Apply to Box 
No  88 The Oban Times, 
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, 

PA34 4HB

TO LET

AUCTION

FLAT TO LET
TAYNUILT

Furnished or 
unfurnished

1 bedroom, 1st fl oor.
Beautiful location,
Additional storage 

available
Sorry no smokers or DSS

Tel 0779 936 3485

WANTED
Unfurnished
1 bedroom 
rental near 

Oban. 
Tel. 01687 
470334

Furnished two 
bedroom house to 

let in Lochgilphead, 
has off street parking and 

front and back garden.
Rent is £400 pcm 

excluding bills, £400 
deposit required.

No DSS and non smoking.
References required.

Available now.
Tel: 07730105722

Morris Leslie Monthly Auctions

www.morrisleslie.com

Wednesday 27 February, 10.30 am 
Errol Airfield, Errol, Perth PH2 7TB

FURTHER ENTRIES INVITED
Entries to include: Direct from Councils–11 x '08 Ransomes 
Parkway 2250 plus ride on reel mowers, 2 x '57 3.5t Ford 
crew cab tippers, 2 x '57 4.5t Iveco Daily crew cab tippers, 
Ford Connect '53, Ford Fiesta van '56, Mercedes Econic RCV 
'05, Hako precinct sweeper, John Deere 2320 tractor '57, 
Kawasaki Mule. Direct from Liquidator: complete contents of 
cycle shop to include bikes, clothes, parts, tools, tyres etc. Also, 
large selection of other lots from contractrors, agri businesses, 
liquidators, ports, oil companies and national power companies. 

Telephone 01821 642940 or see website for details. 
Updates made daily.

WANTED

3 bedroom flat 
Oban town centre

£600 pcm 
+ Council Tax + Bills

Part furnished, white 
goods included

No smoking, No DSS
Entry 1st March

Tel: 07880677953

FOR RENT
3 Bedroom, fully 

furnished,
detached house.

1 mile south of 
Ardrishaig
£500 pcm 

+ Council Tax

Tel 01546 605202 
or 07788 755887

Sensational Bakery and Catering Service
Catering for all occasions – Fully Licensed

PROPERTY

Follow us on 

facebook

www.facebook.

com/obantimes

0800 081 8989
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ARGYLL AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERS
OBAN

Powermondial 120 CW Loader for Demo, 4 years 0% Finance
Powerfarm 100 4WD, 2 years 0% Finance
1 Series 35 4WD, 2 years 0% Finance

Ranger Diesel 900 for Demo
Ranger 400 Petrol
Sportsman 400 Quad
Try these outstanding off road machines on your own land.

Bellima 125 Baler
AM 243 CV 8FT Mower Conditioner
Order your Krone equipment early for delivery June

Tomahawk 808 for Demo 0% Finance
NEW FLEMING EQUIPMENT-Trailers, Toppers, Balers and Handlers

TEL: 01631 565 011, M: 07831 609 128
info@argyllagricultural.co.uk

NEW
Valtra A93H 101hp 12x12 power-shuttle c/w loader........................................................................£35,999+VAT

Valtra N113H5 130hp 30x30 suspension c/w 46 loader ............................................................................ POA
Kioti RX60 16x16 synchro shuttle 60hp 4wd c/w loader..................................................................£24,189+VAT

Polaris 400cc Sportsman, disc brakes  ATV  4x4 ..............................................................................£4,899+VAT

Polaris Ranger 400 2 seat 4x4 ATV.......................................................................................... from £6,699+VAT

Polaris Ranger Diesel, 3 seats, soft cabin & doors .........................................................................£11,998+VAT

USED
Zetor Proxima 95 99hp 4wd c/w 1500kg loader, 2009 model..........................................................£21,498+VAT

Zetor Proxima 7441 78hp, 1500kg loader, 2400hrs 2006 model.....................................................£17,995+VAT

John Deere 6510 115hp 4wd, 5500hrs, good tyres, 1999 model ....................................................£15,995+VAT

Case-IH 695 stockman 4wd c/w loader, 1340hrs 1993 model ........................................................£10,995+VAT

New Holland 5635 70hp 4wd c/w Trima loader 1997 model ...........................................................£11,495+VAT

Carraro TC8400 60hp 4wd Alpine tractor 600hrs, 2007 model .........................................................£9,995+VAT

Strathpeffer Road, Dingwall, IV15 9QF 
Tel: 01349 867521  •  Fax: 01349 866738  •  Parts 01349 867210  •  Sales Mob: 07775 584565 

Email: sales@mclarentractors.co.uk

Please check out our website for used machinery offers:
www.mclarentractors.co.uk

KUHN DRIMOR 3560 
TRAILED STRAW 

BEDDER AND
SILAGE FEEDER

£4000 + VAT

Good working condition.

Tel. 01852 500273 / 
Mob. 07710060021

1974 JCB 3C DIGGER
COMPLETE WITH

EXTRA BUCKET AND
PALLET FORKS

£2200  NO VAT

Good Tidy Condition for year.

Tel. 01852 500273 / 
Mob. 07710060021

SILAGE BALES
FOR SALE.
Oban area. 

Tel. 07768846612

Morris Leslie Monthly Auctions

www.morrisleslie.com

Wednesday 27 February, 10.30 am 
Errol Airfield, Errol, Perth PH2 7TB

FURTHER ENTRIES INVITED
Entries to include: Direct from Councils–11 x '08 Ransomes 
Parkway 2250 plus ride on reel mowers, 2 x '57 3.5t Ford 
crew cab tippers, 2 x '57 4.5t Iveco Daily crew cab tippers, 
Ford Connect '53, Ford Fiesta van '56, Mercedes Econic RCV 
'05, Hako precinct sweeper, John Deere 2320 tractor '57, 
Kawasaki Mule. Direct from Liquidator: complete contents of 
cycle shop to include bikes, clothes, parts, tools, tyres etc. Also, 
large selection of other lots from contractrors, agri businesses, 
liquidators, ports, oil companies and national power companies. 

Telephone 01821 642940 or see website for details. 
Updates made daily.

FARMING

DINGWALL and Highland 
Marts sold 668 sheep of all 
classes at Fort William last 
Thursday when trade exceeded 
consignors expectations.

Lambs averaged £28.68 and 
sold to £59.50 for a pen of Suf-
folk crosses from Ardtornish 
Farms.

Ewes averaged £18.63 and sold 
to £70 for a Texel from Arma-
dale, Sleat, Isle of Skye.

Rams averaged £38.99 and sold 
to £83 for a Border Leicester 
from Millburn, Kilchoan.

Feeding sheep averaged £32.21 
and sold to £45 for a Blackface 
wedder from 2 Eynort, Carbost, 
Isle of Skye.
Lambs: 
TexelX – Armadale, £55; 
Cheviot – Ardtornish, £50; 
Blackface – East Croft Roy, Newtonmore, 
£49.50; 
Cross – 19 Blarmafoldach, Fort William, 
£43; 
SuffolkX – Traigh Farms, Arisaig, £31. 
Ewes: 
Texel – Armadale, £48
Cheviot – Ardtornish, £36
Blackface – Moy Farm, Banavie, £30
Cross – Armadale, £19
Rams
Bluefaced Leicester – Millburn, £71
Texel – Armadale, £70
Cheviot – 8 Satran, Carbost, £65
Cross – Balmaglaster, Spean Bridge, £60
Blackface – Traigh Farms, £58
BlackfaceX – Glendoe Estate, Fort 
Augustus, £54
Lleyn – Achnaha, Kilchaon, £52. 
Feeding sheep
Blackface – Insh, Spean Bridge, £44
TexelX – Armadale, £38
Cheviot – Antium, Dervaig, £28.

Fort William sale

122nd Annual 
Show and Sale 
Oban results
Male Champion - 
MacLean of Allanfearn from 
Maureen MacArthur and John 
Ashton sold to Robert Phillip,

for 3000 gns
Reserve Male Champion -
Callum 6th of Goldenberry 
from Mr Alan Kennedy, West 
Kilbride.
Senior Bull -
1st Harris of Sorne from Mr 
Kenneth Headspeath sold to 
AA MacDonald, North Uist for 
3000gns

1st Odhar Broqach of Seam from 
Mr & Mrs Simon Haley
Aged Bulls
1st Jacobite of Benmore from Mr 
Alan Prentice sold to Pollards 
Farms, Surrey for 2800 gns
Female Champion, Senior Heifer 
Champion - Iseabal 19th of Car-
saig from Lady Lithgow sold to 
Mr Gavin Brown, Penicuik for 
3500 gns
Reserve Female Champion and 

Kiera 2nd of Blairlogan from 
Blairlogan Highlanders

1st & Champion three year old 
– Mairi 19th of Ashmore from 
Ashmore & Strone Estates
2nd & Reserve Champion Dileas 
1st of Glenkinglass from Mr RD 
Schuster sold to Donatella
Acella, Italy for 1300 gns

Champion yearling and winner 

3rd of Glenkinglass from Mr 
RD Schuster sold to Donatella 
Acella, Italy for 2200 gns
Reserve yearling champion 
Diorbhail Liath of Cladich from 
Mrs Jon H Strickland sold to
Pollards Farms, Surrey for 850 
gns
Cows - Diana 5th of Cnoc-na-
Sith from Iain Mackay, Lag-
ganulva, Isle of |Mull

Honourary member 
appointed 
FORMER president of the 
Highland Cattle Society David 
Fellowes, Inistrynich, Dalmally 
was presented with an honourary 
medal in recognition of his long 
and distinguished association 
with the breed when the Society 
held its AGM at Oban last Sat-
urday.

The Fellowes family succes-
fully ran the prominant Cladich 
Fold from its founding in 1933 
until sold to Queenie Strickland, 
Keppochan, Dalmally.

High
quality
pleases
Highland
judge
JUDGE Jack Ramsey was well pleased 
with the quality of cattle presented as the 
Highland Cattle Society held its 122nd 
annual spring show and sale at Oban 
Livestock Centre earlier this week.

Mr Ramsay from Millerston Farm, 
Mauchline, said it had been a ‘very good 
show’, adding: ‘The top end of the cattle 
were excellent, really top drawer. 

‘The heifers especially were outstand-
ing.’

He selected as his show male champion, 
the two-year old red bull MacLean of 
Allanfearn, from Maureen MacArthur 
and John Ashton from Allanfearn. 

The bull is out of Abigail 2nd of Tirry-
Side and by Crusoe of Brue.

Maureen said after the show: ‘We are 
just absolutely delighted, couldn’t be 
happier. We bred the bull and are just 
over the moon that he’s won.’

He was later purchased in the sale ring 

The female champion of the show was 
a four-year-old heifer from the fold of 
Lady Lithgow, Ormsary. 

Iseabal 19th of Carsaig, out of Iseabal 
19th of Carsaig and by Gille Dubh of 
Craigowmill was shown by stockman 
Alan Bosomworth and is due to calve 
early April to the 2010 Oban champion, 
Calum 2nd of Goldenberry. She found 
a new home on Monday when Gavin 
Brown, Penicuik paid 3,500gns for her.

Show female champion Iseabal 19th of Carsaig, out of Iseabal 19th of Carsaig and by Gille Dubh of 
Craigowmill

Senior bull Cnoc Dearg 2nd of Cladich sold at 3,100gns to Mr R Tedbury, Pulborough

There was a new breed record for a yearling when Donatella Acella of 
Italy paid Mr RD Schuster 3,400gns for Luss Peigi 1st of Glenkinglass, 
then paid 2,200gns for the yearling champion Dileas 3rd of Glenkin-

glass, pictured above, with handler Mhairi Dempster

Trade hits 5,000gns twice
THE auctioneer’s hammer fell twice at 5,000gns at Monday’s Highland 
cattle sale in Oban as a steady trade, boosted by overseas interest saw an 
outstanding cow from the fold of Michael Poland, Mottistone and a young 
bull from Ewan Mackay, Killearn attract the top bits.

The red two-year old bull, Angus Mor of Glengoyne, by Brogach of Crai-

Richard Chilton, Welshpool; while the March/April calving seven-year old 
cow Flora 2nd of Mottistone, which had an outstanding show season in 
2102 winning reserve supreme at the Glasgow International and supreme 
at Stirling, found a home much closer to home when Mr MacLean of Fort 

Seven bulls were sold to bids of 3,000gns or over, including Hugh 
MacPhail’s Ewan Ruadh 2nd of Callachally at 3,600gns to Mr R Rawle 
from Devon; Michael Poland’s Eoin Mhor of Mottistone to Achnacloich, 
Connel at 3,500gns; Cnoc Dearg 2nd of Cladich from Mrs Jon H Strickland 
to R Tedbury, Pulborough at 3,100gns and three bulls, at 3,000gns includ-
ing the show champion, Maclean of Allanfearn from Maureen MacArthur 
and John Ashton.

The champion female Iseabal 19th of Carsaig from the fold of Lady 
Lithgow, Ormsary sold to 3,500gns, with Lady Lithgow selling another, 
this time to Pollards Farms, Surrey for 2,000gns. Gavin Brown, Penicuik 
also took Mairie Mhor 7th of Ormsary from Sir William Lithgow Bt and 
Son (Ormsary) at 2,600gns, while SK Brown, Wiltshire paid 2,400gns to 
Patricia Smith and Paul Burns for the senior heifer Duchess 2nd of Bien 
Esk.

taking Lalair Lal 4th of Glenkinglass from RD Schuster at 2,200gns before 
paying 2,000gns for Mairi Mhor 7th of Killochries then breaking the breed 

Peigi 1st of Glenkinglass and 2,200gns for the champion yearling Dileas 
3rd of Glenkinglass.

Also among the yearlings was German buyers Gerd Bedurftig, who took 
Gealagan Seonaid at 1,500gns from Mr and Mrs AA MacDonald, Uist, 
while J Born  and HT Dethlefs bought one-a-piece from A and H Kirk-
patrick, Glengarnock at 950gns and 700gns respectively.

The highest priced bull was Angus Mor of Glengoyne, by Brogach of Craigomill, and out of Dossan Ruadh 13th of Coirefuar, from Ewan 
Mackay, Killearn, which sold to Richard Chilton, Welshpool for 5,000gns.

Pictures by Kevin McGlynn

C. Hodge Fencing
(Lerags, By Oban)

For top quality fencing material, 
handling equipment, feeders, 

garden timbers
01631 563271 or 

www.hodgefencing.co.uk
Fence by 

Argyll Landscaping
Tarbert

01880 730 260 
or 07786 245040
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AFTER taking on one of Oban’s 
best known brands and moving into 
new premises, local businessman 
Ruaraidh Neish is preparing for a 
busy spring. 

Having run landscape gardening 

Taynuilt for the past eight years, Ru-
araidh took the plunge in November 
and bought local garden machinery 
company Blades from Derek Worth, 
to complement his own business. 

Having built a reputation for qual-
ity over the past 30 years, Ruaraidh 
is hoping the addition of Blades add 
value to the business he started from 

Lochavullin Drive, Ruaraidh said: ‘It 
does mark an expansion for us.  We’ve 
now moved into the former Historic 
Scotland building near Tesco  and so 
far so good. ‘We also have extra staff 
now and we do a lot more than we did 
before.’

The move comes at a time when 
most businesses are cutting back, but 
Ruaraidh hopes the move will pay off 
long term. It felt right the right time 

with one business complementing the 
other.’

Ruaraidh Neish has consolidated landscaping fi rm Neish Contracts with 
gardening equipment and servicing company Blades at the Landscape 

Centre. 15_t07neish1

New venture is looking 
forward to busy spring

AN EXTENSIVE renovation project 
to upgrade Brogan Fuels’ Oban depot 
has been completed.

The Glengallen Road depot suffered 
from wear and tear since the company 
was bought by GB Oils in 2007, to the 
extent that a full revamp was deemed 
essential.  Under the guidance of 
area manager Scott Wilson, who has 
worked for the company for nearly 15 

built along with an upgrade of the 
entire depot.

Brought bang up to date with state-
of-the-art technology, it is hoped 
the new facility will bring a better 
quality of service for customers and 
the company’s 10 local employees.

Scott said: ‘We aim to provide the 
highest standard of service possible, 
complemented by a comprehensive 
range of premium fuels and lubricants 
and our new depot enables us to do 
just that. We decided to refurbish the 
depot in Oban as the location is a hub 
for our customers on the west coast 

of Scotland.  We’ve been here for a 
number of years now and I’m proud 
to see how the business has developed 
and continues to do so.

‘The new depot offers clean, 
professional surroundings for 
our customers, who have already 
expressed their approval of the work 
undertaken. 

‘In addition, the new facility 
provides a lighter, safer environment 
for employees, which lifts morale. The 
happiness of our staff is fundamental 
to the success of our business.’

The depot provides a key support 
function for the Oban community by 
servicing commercial, agricultural 
and domestic customers in the region 
with road diesel, gas oil, heating oil 
and a full range of Shell and Total 
lubricants. It also stocks Harlequin 
oil and water tanks. Although 
focussed on the Oban area, the depot 
has the ability to reach Brogan Fuels 
customers throughout Argyll and the 
islands.

Renovation of Oban      
depot will allow better 
service says Brogan Fuels
‘New depot off ers clean, professional 
surroundings for our customers’

AN INNOVATIVE and award winning 
programme for pre-school children has been 
launched in Oban. 

exploration sessions give even very young 
children the chance to safely experiment with a 
wide range of materials, tools and ideas. 

‘Excited’ 
Local mum Victoria Gage is leading the 

weekly, term-time programme for youngsters 
and their parents/carers at Oban Guide Hall 
every Tuesday morning from 10am-10.50am and 

10.25am-11.15am. 
Victoria has two lively young children so 

toddlers and young children. Using her business 
design and marketing background, she has found 
a unique gap in Oban’s baby and toddler diary.

Victoria said: ‘I am really excited about 

is to inspire children’s imaginations through our 
specially designed art and craft activities and 
products. 

adult, the sessions encourage positive parenting 
skills through practical creative play. 

helps develop a child’s thinking and creative 
skills. 

‘Another plus point for parents is that even 
when we get messy using paints and clay they 
don’t have the worry and stress of cleaning up 
like they would at home.’

To celebrate the launch, everyone buying a trial 

session for free.
For further information and to request a trial, 

contact Victoria on 0844 874 7335 or visit www.
thecreationstation.co.uk.

Oban mum Victoria Gage with her own children 
during one of her local Creation Station sessions. 

Pre-school art sessions for 
children launched in Oban

fallen victim.

Services Authority (FSA) report 
have alarmed the Federation of Small 
Businesses (FSB), which has vowed 
to offer guidance. Rory MacKail, 
Argyll and the Islands FSB branch 
chairman, said: ‘We felt it was 
important for the businesses that 
have been affected to be able to take 
appropriate and professional advice 
to ensure they get the redress they 
deserve. They now have a choice of 
support to help them through this.’

Advice on mis-selling 
of fi nancial products

Historic Scotland 
on lookout for 
apprentices
traditional skills are being sought 
by Historic Scotland throughout the 
west coast of Scotland.

The organisation is looking to 
recruit 18 individuals to work on 
its sites including Iona Abbey and 
Ardchattan Priory. Historic Scotland 
is seeking 15 apprentice stone-
masons, two electricians and one 
joiner to take up the four-year posts. 
The trainee positions will focus on 
learning the traditional craft skills 
required in their chosen discipline 
with a focus on conservation. While 
much of the training will take place 
on-site at one of Historic Scotland’s 
properties in care, there will be time 
spent in college at various stages 
throughout the programme.

For further information and to 

historic-scotland.gov.uk. The closing 
date for applications is this week.

currently runs Arran Brewery, 

international marketing manager.
Veronica has a degree in 

Economics from Glasgow University 
and studied brewing at the VLB 
in Berlin. She is bilingual and 

appointment was made possible after 
Arran Brewery received  a grant 
under Scottish Enterprise’s export 
managers scheme.

International market 
manager for brewery

Gas Service Engineer
NW Scotland - Field Based • £competitive  
Calor is the UK market leader in Liquefi ed Petroleum Gas 

products. You will install, service and repair appliances, as 

well as providing emergency response, surveys and new 

business evaluations. ACS accredited in domestic and, 

ideally, non-domestic LPG categories, you will be capable, 

highly customer focused and experienced enough to coach 

other members of the team. An excellent understanding of 

Health & Safety procedures and best practice is essential. 

Please apply via the Careers page of www.calor.co.uk
Closing date: Thursday 14th March 2013

No agencies please

CUILFAIL HOTEL
KILMELFORD

Chef, full time post
Pay negotiable according to experience

Please send CV to
Yvonne, Cuilfail Hotel, Kilmelford, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 4XA or mail@cuilfail.co.uk

Presbytery Clerk for the Church of Scotland, Presbytery of 
Argyll. SCO 001424

Applicants are invited for the salaried post of 
Presbytery Clerk, with the anticipated retirement of 

the present Clerk, Mr Ian Maclagan in June.
The prospective candidate is expected to be familiar with 

the normal practice and procedures within the Church 

of Scotland. While knowledge of Church law is desirable, 

further training in this could be off ered if required.

Candidates must have good administrative and 

communication skills, be fl exible and show ability and 

discretion in all aspects of presbytery business.

Further details can be obtained from Rev Liz Gibson, 

Convenor of Presbytery Business Committee, 

e-mail: lizgibson@phonecoop.coop or from the Presbytery 

website: www.argyllpresbytery.org.uk

Closing date for applications is 28th February 2013. UNDER STALKER REQUIRED
A challenging position has arisen on a prestigious 

family owned Highland Estate in Badenoch for 

an under stalker with minimum 6 years post 

college  highland stalking experience using 

ATVs and ponies.  

Applicants must have extensive experience 

of stalking both stags and hinds with guests/

owning family. Applicants should have some 

experience working with Grouse.

Attractive package with house.  Possible part-

time work in lodge/holiday cottages for partner.

Applications no later than 1st March 2013 to:  The 

Factor, Ardverikie Estate Offi  ce, Kinlochlaggan, 

Newtonmore, PH20 1BX.

Is seeking Seasonal staff to work in our 
busy coffee shop in Craignure, Isle of Mull.

Our coffee shop is known for our high 
quality home baking and light 

lunches and our friendly service.
Please get in touch via email

arlenerobbie@msn.com

Have you ever Considered a Career in Care?
Mears is one of the leading domiciliary care providers 

delivering care services at home to over 20,000 people 
of all age groups each week.

We are currently looking to recruit care Workers to join our 
friendly teams based across Oban and surrounding area.

  Shift patterns also available – 7am-3pm/3pm-11pm
• Weekend only positions available 

• Opportunity to complete your SVQ in Health and Social Care 
• Drivers preferred but not essential
• Competitive rates of pay

For more information and to apply please contact our
Friendly team at our Oban Branch on 01631 562422

(Monday – Friday 9am-5pm)

Agent opportunity
OBAN AND FORT WILLIAM

Provident Personal Credit are market leaders 

in home credit. As part of our current growth 

strategy, we are seeking agents in your area. 

The successful applicants will be self-employed, 

running their own business with proven products 

and the back up of a major plc. There’s no limit to 

what you can make.

Own transport is essential.

For more information, please visit 

www.providentprovides.co.uk and follow 

the ‘become an agent’ tab

SALES DEVELOPMENT EXECUTIVE
KRAFTFOODS UK

Think you can sell delicious?
We are looking for a highly motivated, reliable, go getter who 
thrives in sales and keeps going no matter what. We want 
someone who is clever, creative and resilient.
A real people person, confident, convincing and a great team 
player.
Degree qualified (ideal but not essential) or with some sales 
experience and a full, spotless driving licence.
Benefits incl competitive salary £20k, yearly bonus up to 20%, 
car, mobile and outstanding training and development.
Location:  Homebased, covering West Coast of Scotland 
(Oban/Fort William/Dumbarton)
The closing date for applications is 13th February 2013
To apply, please visit our job opportunities page: http://
www.kraftfoodscompany.com/eu/en/careers/pages/
careerapplication, job ref 1300594
Any questions email us at becky.nicholas@mdlz.com

Landcatch, based at Ormsary 
near Lochgilphead, has now 
taken delivery of the fi rst batch 
of SNP Chips, cutting-edge 
genomic selection tools.

ELECTRICIAN 
Glensanda Quarry, Oban
Glensanda is the largest granite-producing quarry 

in Europe. It runs 24 hours a day, year-round, has 

a staff  of nearly 200 people and is unique in both 

its physical characteristics and its potential as a 

world centre of excellence.

Reporting to the Electrical Support Manager, 

you will undertake work on electrical systems 

to include installation, operation, repair and 

maintenance (inc. inspection and testing) to 

ensure that all equipment meets relevant safety 

standards and production needs. It is essential 

that you are an experienced, apprentice trained 

electrician with good computer skills. Ideally you 

should possess good knowledge of:

• High & low voltage power distribution 

 systems

• Machinery interlocking systems

• Motor control systems

• Weighing and batching equipment

• PLC and SCADA systems

Experience in the quarrying industry or a similar 

industrial environment would be advantageous 

but is not essential.

To apply, please send a CV and full covering letter 

to svs@onlineresourcing.co.uk. Ref OLR5185

STOREMAN 
Glensanda Quarry, Oban
Glensanda is the largest granite-producing quarry 

in Europe. It runs 24 hours a day, year-round, has 

a staff  of nearly 200 people and is unique in both 

its physical characteristics and its potential as a 

world centre of excellence.

Reporting to the Stores Manager, as part of the 

site stores team, you will be expected to carry out 

a varied range of tasks including: 

• Booking goods out through our stores 

 counter.

• Booking in and receipting goods onto our E1 

 computer system.

• Picking and packing orders.

• Loading and unloading goods onto/from 

 trailers.

• Tele-handler and reach truck operations.

• Cycle counting and stock checks.

We are looking for a reliable and enthusiastic 

individual who is willing to work hard to deliver 

departmental targets safely and effi  ciently. 

Ideal candidates will have previous stores/

warehouse experience, basic computer skills and 

positive Health and Safety attitude.

Experience of driving Heavy Goods Vehicles is 

desirable but not essential.

To apply, please send a CV and full covering letter 

to svs@onlineresourcing.co.uk. Ref OLR5186

SENIOR REPORTER
QUALIFIED REPORTER
JUNIOR REPORTER
We want to hear from you if you have:
> The appropriate experience and qualifi cation in journalism
> Shorthand
> Ambition and enthusiasm
> Talent, self motivation and commitment
> A full current driving licence
> Knowledge of the West Coast an advantage

Financial assistance for accommodation where relevant may be 

available for the fi rst three months.

We off er a good, competitive salary + private health care + en-

hanced pension + life assurance + excellent benefi ts and great 

working conditions.

Please apply by email with full C.V. and contact details to: 

ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

RECRUITMENT

have the following vacancies

HGV Driver and Skilled Labour 
Please apply in writing to the address 

Email donald@damacdonald.co.uk
FAO Donald MacDonald

D A MacDonald (Contractors) Ltd
Site 13a, Kilmory Industrial Estate
Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RR
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Practical help, advice and 
support for new and 
growing businesses
To find out how Business Gateway can help your 
business, contact the local office on 01546 605 459 
or visit www.bgateway.com

Supporters of the Oban Times business pages
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is leading the world in applying 
state-of-the-art genetics technology 

the next step in pinpointing inherited 

range of genes associated with disease 

food production organisation whose 

sea lice resistance and other traits in 

use the new technology in Landcatch 

The chips are used to correlate 

description of the genetics of 

genetic resistance in each new 

products and an acceleration of genetic 

address world food shortages caused 

It’s a new chapter in 
a very exciting story.
Dr Alan Tinch,         
Director of Genetics

Argyll-based company leading the 
world in salmon genetics technology
‘Now it’s time to start the real evaluation on Scottish salmon,’ says Dr Alan Tinch

New retail outlet 
opens in Oban

Take a fresh look your 
business for New Year

particularly in light of the continuing 

signpost additional sources of help 

anyone wanting to discuss their plans 

Hugh Raven will address conference. 

Attendance at the afternoon conference is 

‘This story is a great example of how families-in-business can thrive’

Assistant Farm Manager
Loch Lochy 

Salary - £24,700 - £26,947 per annum, plus overtime
We are currently looking for a key individual to assist with the 
management of our farming operations at the Company’s largest 
Freshwater site at Loch Lochy, near Fort William.
The ideal candidate will have several years’ practical experience in 
salmon farming.  Leadership combined with strong inter-personal 
and planning skills are just some of the attributes required for this 
post. In addition candidates must possess excellent computer skills, 
particularly in Microsoft Excel and Word, have a full driving licence 
and be prepared to undertake travel as required.
The post brings with it significant responsibility and the appointed 
Assistant Farm Manager will be required to be flexible in terms of 
total hours worked, in order to satisfy the demands of the role.
In return the successful candidate will benefit from a highly competitive 
salary package, plus bonus scheme, and the opportunity to develop 
their management career within a global company at the forefront of 
the Scottish Salmon Farming Industry. 
If you would like to be considered for this post, please apply in 
writing no later than Friday 22nd February to: Vicky Ferguson, 
Human Resources Manager, Marine Harvest (Scotland) Limited, 
Business Resource Centre, Blar Mhor Industrial Estate, Fort William 
PH33 7PT.
Closing date Friday 1st March

Seawater Area Manager
We currently have a vacancy for a Seawater Area Manager covering 
our farms in Lewis, Harris, Skye and North Mainland.  The role will be 
to provide effective management and control of day to day production 
and support operations on farm sites within these areas. 
The successful candidate will report directly to the Production Manager 
and will be fully involved in the efficient operation and development 
of our seawater farms in these areas helping to drive and implement 
best practice and operational excellence throughout the business and 
optimise product quality to satisfy customer needs.  
Principle responsibilities will include the delivery of financial and 
performance objectives through effective financial planning and 
management; feeding & stock management; harvest & grading planning; 
asset management; people resource and HSEQ management.
Applicants will have a proven track record in developing and 
achieving commercial success in farming operations. Strong 
interpersonal, communication, organisational and planning skills as 
well as the ability to problem solve and motivate and achieve results 
through others are some of the attributes required for this post. In 
addition applicants should have a full driving licence and should be 
prepared to undertake travel when required.
In return the successful candidate will benefit from an attractive 
salary package, including bonus, and the opportunity to develop 
their career through this exciting role. 
If you have the drive, commitment and enthusiastic personality 
that is required for this senior role, please apply in writing stating 
your reasons for applying and your relevant skills and experiences 
to:  Vicky Ferguson, Human Resources Manager, Marine Harvest 
(Scotland) Ltd, Blar Mhor Industrial Estate, Fort William, PH33 7PT.
Closing date Friday 1st March

Bonnar Sand & 
Gravel Co Ltd

Has a full time 

vacancy for HGV 

Mechanic/Fitter
Pay negotiable 

depending on 

experience.

Apply in writing to: 

David Bonnar, 
Bonnar Sand & Gravel 

Co Ltd, Clachan Quarry, 
Cairndow PA26 8BH

Senior Care Workers

CrossReach is one of Scotland’s largest voluntary social work organisations, 
offering care and counseling. At , our aim is 
to provide a quality of care for older people with dementia that 
incorporates the principles of privacy, choice, dignity, independence, 
rights and fulfilment and which encourages people to regain and retain 
the skills of living.

In return for planning your shift, leading a team and being on-hand for 
service users, we’ll give you the time and support to widen your 
experience, fulfill your potential and take up new challenges. We also 
offer a comprehensive benefits package, including a generous 
pension and holiday allowance. You will need at least an SVQ Level 3 
or equivalent.

In return we offer a comprehensive benefits package, including a
generous pension and holiday allowance. Applicants are required to 
have a Christian commitment and be able to uphold our Christian Ethos, 
which is an Occupational Requirement in terms of the Equality Act 2010. 
These posts are subject to PVG Scheme Membership. 
For more information and to apply visit  or call 

. Closing date: 1st March 2013.
CrossReach is the Social Care arm of the Church of Scotland - a charity registered 
in Scotland SC011353.

Closing date: 22 February 2013.
To apply visit our website

Business Advisers (2 Posts, Permanent)
£31,023 - £33,943 Lochgilphead
Full time, 35 hours per week Ref: DVE00178
Part time, 21 hours per week Ref: DVE00062

01546 604334

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

Quality care to every person,
every day. www.nhshighland.scot.nhs.uk

Argyll & Bute
Community Health Partnership
Mid Argyll, Kintyre and Islay

Southend Medical Practice

Clerical Offi cer/Receptionist – Band 2
£14,508 - £17,253 (pro rata) 

23 Hours per week

Fixed Term Due To Service Redesign (1 Year)
An opportunity has arisen for a Clerical Offi cer/Receptionist to work at 
Southend Medical Practice. 

You will be required to cover a wide range of duties including data entry, 
working as a receptionist, face to face contact with the public and as a member 
of a team. You will require excellent communication and organisational skills, 
be computer literate and also have the ability to prioritise work and work on 
your own initiative whilst under pressure.

Informal enquiries: Annie Colville, Practice Manager, Tel: 01586 830635.

Application packs are available from HR Department, NHS Highland,
Argyll & Bute CHP, Aros, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8LB, Tel: 01546 606788 
(24 hour answering service) or E-mail: recruitment.ab@nhs.net 

Please quote reference: 12ab/261. 

Closing date for receipt of applications: 28 February 2013. 

Carr Gomm is a national charity and not-for-profit company. The main focus is 
Supported Living – supporting people to lead their lives, access services and 
achieve their hopes and dreams. 



CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD
DECISION ON 

APPLICATION TO
CREATE A NEW CROFT

Application by Mrs D 
Gilbert, of Ardshellach 
Farm, Kilbrandon & 
Kilchattan has been 
Approved.
5.01.40010

Any person with an interest 
in the application may 
appeal against a decision 
to the Scottish Land Court 
within 42 days of the date of 
this advert.

Marine Scotland - Quayside Conversations

21 February 2013, at The West Highland Hotel, 
Mallaig, PH41 4QZ, from 6pm - 9pm.

The Scottish seafood industry faces many challenges, 

The next of eighteen Marine Scotland Quayside 

on local or national issues directly to Marine Scotland 

For more information please contact  Susan Ewart 
on 0131 244 4477. Or visit www.scotland.gov.uk/

Topics/marine/Sea-Fisheries/quayside

LGV Driver/Waste Operative
Shanks are one of Europe’s leading waste management 

businesses.  With over 4,000 employees we have operations 

in Belgium, Canada, Netherlands and the UK and provide a 

range of recycling and energy recovery solutions and tech-

nologies to customers in the public and private sectors.

This position will be based at the Lingerton Landfi ll Site, 

Lochgilphead, and will report to the Area Operations & 

Recycling Manager.  The main duties will include:

• Driving various skip and roro vehicles, picking up waste 

and delivering recycling throughout the west of Scot-

land.

• Assist site personnel in the running of the waste disposal site 

which may include manual work as and when required.

• Loading containers and manning the civic amenity site, 

shunter driving and painting skips.

• Ability to keep accurate drivers records.

• Must adhere to Shanks Health and Safety standards.

• Any other duties as reasonably requested.

Candidates must hold a LGV Class C+E licence.  Experience 

of driving waste management vehicles is preferred but 

not essential, as training will be given.  You will need to be 

able to work on own initiative whilst having the ability to 

work within a proven team.  The individual must be able 

to follow written and verbal instructions accurately.  Due 

to the nature of the work you must be willing to work in 

all conditions.

Working 5 days over 7, 39 hours per week, the hourly 

rate is £7.92. Benefi ts include 34 days holiday per annum 

(inclusive of public holidays) and paid overtime.

To apply please write enclosing an up to date C.V. and cov-

ering letter quoting reference number 716 to Ria Findlay, 

Human Resources Department, Shanks Waste Manage-

ment, 110 Easter Queenslie Road, Queenslie, Glasgow, G33 

4UL, or via  ria.fi ndlay@shanks.co.uk.

Closing date for applications is 28 February 2013.

We are an equal opportunities employer. 

No Agencies please

Campbeltown
Community Orchard 

and Gardener 
Co-ordinator

£17 – £18,500 pro rata
Job Share, employee 

or self employed.
Closing Date: 22 February 2013

Contact A Clark: 
aclark@inspiralba.org.uk 

Mob: 077 48674861
THIS PROJECT IS BEING 
PART-FINANCED BY THE 

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT AND 
THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY 

Argyll and the 
Islands LEADER 

2007-2013
Programme

North Argyll 
Stroke

Association

AGM
26th February 

2013
At 1.30pm 

Dunmar Court

Project Administrative 
Officer

Kilmartin Museum is seeking to appoint a 
Project Administrative Officer to help the 
team take forward exciting plans to re-develop 
the Museum and to strengthen business led 
operations.  This is currently a one year full time 
project funded contract with the possibility of 
further extension - subject to funding.  The 
salary is in the region of £20,000 per annum.  
For more information and an application pack 
please email admin@kilmartin.org or phone 
Anne on 01546 510 278.   The closing date for 
applications is 1st March 2013.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them,
may be examined between the hours of 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday (excluding public
holidays) at the SERVICE POINT, LOCHABER HOUSE, HIGH STREET, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6EL
and online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time
period indicated from the date of this notice. Anyone making a representation about this
proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any individual or body who
requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.

www.highland.gov.uk

Reference Number Development Address Proposal Description

ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Time period for comments is 14 days. Application 13/00352/LBC is 21 days.

13/00096/FUL Land NW of Kilcamb Lodge
Hotel, Strontian

Erection of three detached
bedrooms, erection of staff
accommodation and
extension of existing staff
accommodation (renewal
of 09/00238/FULLO)

13/00114/FUL Tigh Eachain, Sanna
Kilchoan, Acharacle

Proposed porch extension
to the principal elevation

13/00255/FUL Coire Buidhe, Ormsaigbeg
Kilchoan, Acharacle

Alterations to house and
installation of photovoltaic
panels

13/00292/PIP Plot 3, Land 195m
North of Mungosdail
House, Drimmin

Erection of a dwelling
house

13/00352/LBC Bridge 140m NE of
Highbridge House
Spean Bridge

Removal of redundant and
dangerous section of metal
walkway attached to
remaining structure of
General Wade's High Bridge

13/00391/MSC Land at 64 Ormsaigbeg
Kilchoan

Erection of a detached one
and a half storey dwelling
on Plot 2

13/00398/FUL Achabeg West, Lochaline
Morvern, Oban

Renovation and extension
to existing dwelling house

13/00403/FUL Land to North West of
Fasgadh, Lochailort

Erection of house (renewal
of 07/00211/OUTLO)

Business reporter:
Steven Flanagan  
sfl anagan@obantimes.co.uk 

01631 568021
Business

An apprentice joiner from Oban has been named MacLeod Construction Ltd’s Apprentice of the Year. 
George Prosser demonstrated skill, commitment and professionalism over the course of the year, 

collecting a cheque for £50 and a certifi cate from director Kenny MacLeod in the process. George, in 
yellow, is pictured receiving his award from Mr MacLeod. 

FORT WILLIAM-based Marine 

Royal Warrant holders attending a 

niversary of the Queen’s coronation it 

The four-day Coronation Festival 

Marine Harvest Scotland manag-
ing director Alan Sutherland said: 

able to attend this unique event at 

THE BOARD of Scottish Water has 

of Douglas Millican to the role of chief 

regulation director of Scottish Water 
since its formation in 2002, has been 
interim chief executive since the 

October 2012.
Mr Millican is a chartered account-

ant and an associate member of the 

the Year in 2010.

Douglas Millican

Scottish Water 
appointment new 
chief executive

Marine Harvest to 
join Royal Coronation 
Festival party 

increasing domestic customers on 

turnover. 

Seafare managing director Ben Mur-

is going from strength to strength and 

ice, in some cases delivering from sea 

tic Seafare’s ability to success-

Hand-dived scallops are helping to drive sales growth at Keltic Seafare

Live shellfi sh supplier expands 
with bank backing from HSBC
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Campbeltown Medical Practice

MEDICAL RECEPTIONIST
We are looking for a receptionist to join our 
reception team.
Experience would be an advantage, but not 
essential.  You will be part of a very busy team, 
dealing with a high volume of face to face and 
telephone patient enquiries.  This is a demanding 
and challenging role in a constantly changing 
health environment.
Applicant must be computer literate, have 
excellent communication skills and be able to 
work under pressure.
Hours:  12pm – 5.30pm, Monday – Thursday
 12pm – 5pm Friday
Please telephone 01586 552105 or email 
campbeltownpractice@nhs.net for application 
form.
To be returned to:
Katie Ferguson, Practice Manager 
Campbeltown Medical Practice, Stewart Road, 
Campbeltown PA28 6AT. 
(Closing Date: Friday 1st March 2013)

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 - 17:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW, at the alternative locations detailed below 
or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of 
applications should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in 
any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of 
Plans

13/00020/PP Change of use of land for siting of mobile 
snack bar

Mill Lane Oban Argyll and Bute Oban Area Office

13/00118/PP Demolish existing mobile home and former 
post office hut, erection of dwellinghouse 
and formation of new vehicular access

Ranalds Barcaldine Oban Argyll and 
Bute PA37 1SF 

Sub Post Office 
Ledaig

13/00140/PPP Site for the erection of 3 dwellinghouses Land Adjacent to Currahee Aros Isle 
of Mull Argyll and Bute PA72 6JS 

Sub Post Office 
Aros Isle of Mull

13/00204/PP Erection of conservatory Inverallan Laurel Crescent Oban 
Argyll and Bute PA34 5ED 

Oban Area Office

13/00240/PPP Site for the erection of croft house Croft 5A Kilvaree Connel Argyll 
and Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Connel

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 - 17:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at 67 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX, at the alternative locations detailed below or by logging 
on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications should 
be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of 
Plans

13/00150/PP Alterations and extensions to 
dwellinghouse.

Portmhor Cottage Lower Kilchattan 
Isle of Colonsay Argyll and Bute 
PA61 7YR 

Sub Post Office 
Isle of Colonsay

13/00194/PP Change of use of primary school to form 
single dwellinghouse and installation of 
ramp and oil tank

Portnahaven Primary School 
Portnahaven Isle of Islay
Argyll and Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Portnahaven

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of 
Plans

13/00193/LIB Change of use of primary school (including 
internal alterations) to form single 
dwellinghouse and installation of ramp 
and oil tank

Portnahaven Primary School 
Portnahaven Isle of Islay
Argyll and Bute

Sub Post Office 
Portnahaven

13/00243/PP Alterations and erection of porch 1 School Street Port Charlotte Isle 
of Islay Argyll and Bute PA48 7TW 

Sub Post Office 
Port Charlotte

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website: 
https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 

The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning 
and Regulatory Services, Whitegates Office Whitegates Road Lochgilphead PA31 8SY. 

A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.

Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. 

Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

PUBLIC NOTICES

Marine (Scotland) Act 2010
Mooring Application:  

Drimnin Bay, Sound of Mull
Notice is hereby given that Mr R D Campbell has applied 
to the Scottish Ministers of the Scottish Government, un-
der Part 4 of the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010, in respect 
of a mooring at:

Plans showing the position of the works may be inspected 
at Drimnin Village Hall, Drimnin, Oban PA80 5XZ.
Objections relating to safety of navigation or environ-
mental issues in respect of the application should be 
made in writing to:
Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland , Marine 
Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB 
within 28 days of the date of this notice or by email: 
MS.MarineLicensing@scotland.gsi.gov.uk quoting refer-
ence: FKB/J210
Mr R D Campbell

Description Latitude Longitude
 Location Co-ordinates Co-ordinates
 Drimnin Bay 56º 36.66’N 05º 59.01’W
 Sound of Mull

(WGS84)

RECRUITMENTS cont’d
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S. D. MacDOUGALL
A U T O S E R V I C E S

All cars fully serviced and MOT’d by ourselves

Unit 6, Lochavullin Ind. Est., Oban
Tel: 01631 566502  01631 566470

MOT’s Car Repairs, Services and Car Sales

CAR SALES
2006 Vauxhall Astra 1.9sxi cdti estate silver 62,500...................................£4,475
2007 Vauxhall Vectra 1.8 sri 57,330 miles silver .........................................£4,390

..........................................£3,950
2004 Vauxhall Astra 1.4 club 5dr blue 82,500 miles .................................. £2,995
2003 Vauxhall Corsa 1.2 club 3dr blue 66,000 miles ................................. £2,175
2004 Skoda Fabia est 1.9tdi silver 94,000 miles ......................................... £1,190
2001 Toyota Avensis 2ltr auto ex taxi taxed and mot .....................................£500

VAN SALES
2008 Citreon Berlingo 600hdi enter 75 white 55,000 miles ......£3,600 + VAT
2005 Renault Kangoo 1.5 dci70 white 75,500 miles mot and taxed ready to go £3,250 no VAT
2003 Vauxhall Combo 1.7di white 48,600 miles customers van .. £2,500 no VAT

S & S 
SERVICES

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TO PROMOTE 
YOUR NEW CAR

DEALERSHIP PLEASE 
CALL: 01631 568000

SUBARU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

20%

10 MITSUBISHI L200 WARRIOR, Double Cab Pickup, Manual, Leather, Cruise, Epack, Met Silver..............£13,450
10 MITSUBISHI L200 WARRIOR, double cab pickup, manual, canopy, leather, alloys, red, 30k.............................£13,450
59 MITSUBISHI L200 ANIMAL, Double Can Pickup, Manual, Leather, Sat Nav, Alloys, Met. Grey, 50k miles.........£11,950
59 MITSUBISHI L200 WARRIOR, Double cab pickup, Manual, Canopy, Leather, Alloys, Met grey, 70k miles .......£10,950
09 MITSUBISHI L200 WARRIOR, Double cab pickup, Manual, Rear cover, Alloys, Met grey, 30k miles ......£11,950
09 MITSUBISHI L200 ANIMAL, Double Cab Pickup, Auto, Sat Nav, Leather, Black ..............................£9,950
09 MITSUBISHI L200 4Life Double Cab Pick-up, Canopy, E-Pack, Air Con. Metallic Silver, 50k miles ..£8,950
09 MITSUBISHI L200 Raging Bull, double cab pick-up, auto, canopy, leather, met grey ....................£10,950
09 MITSUBISHI L200 WARRIOR, double cab pickup, auto, leather, silver............................................£9,950
60 MITSUBISHI L200 TROJAN, Double Cab Pickup, Manual, Leather, Alloys, Epack, Black, 50k miles. ...............£12,450
08 MITSUBISHI L200 4 WORK, Single Cab Pickup, 4WD, Truckman canopy, cd player, towbar, red.......£6,950
07 MITSUBISHI L200 4LIFE, Single Cab pickup, 4WD, White, 36k .........................................................£7,950
56 MITSUBISHI SHOGUN SWB Warrior, commercial auto, heated leather, multi cd, satnav, black, 90k ...£8,450
06 MITSUBISHI L200 4work double cab pickup, manual, Ivor Williams canopy, Black ........................£4,950
58 NISSAN NAVARA OUTLAW dble cab pickup, manual, alloy cover, epack, alloys, black...................£8,950
57 NISSAN NAVARA AVENTURA dc pick up, auto leather, sat nav, 6 speed. Canopy, black .................£8,950
09 FORD TRANSIT 350 TDCi exlwb dropside pick-up, alloy body ..................................................£7,950
59 FORD TRANSIT 350, Alloy drop side tipper, Electric Windows, Met Blue, 80k miles. ..........................................£8,950
58 FORD TRANSIT, 350 MWB, alloy dropsied pickup, c/w Maxilist crane, e-pack, white .....................£8,450
58 FORD TRANSIT 350, 115hp, Crew cab, Alloy drop side, 6 speed, E-pack, CD, Black, 75k miles ....£7,950
08 FORD RANGER, Super cab pickup, 4WD, Manual, E-pack, CD, Air con, Met silver, 68k miles.........£7,950
08 FORD TRANSIT 350 LWB, High top crew van, 8 seats, Microwave, Sink, Heater, White, 90k miles..........£6,450
57 FORD TRANSIT 350 MWB VAN, SLD, Rear workshop, Built in air compressor, Welder, Work lights, Met silver .£6,950
07 FORD TRANSIT 350, 115Hp, Double cab tipper, alloy drop side, 6 speed, towbar, Met Silver, 50k miles. ..........£8,750
07 FORD RANGER double cab pickup, manual, high top truckman canopy, e-pack, met silver, choice ...£6,450
08 LANDROVER DISCOVERY 3 TDV6 auto commercial, cruise control, air con, met green ..........£12,950
08 VAUXHALL COMBO CTDi VAN, side door, silver, 50,000...........................................................£4,250
08 ISUZU RODEO, Denver Double Cab pick-up, manual, 3 ton tow, met red, 70k .............................. £8,950
08 ISUZU NKR, 3 LITRE, SWB, FLAT BED, Twin Wheels, 3500 kg, 4.8M long, Epack, White, 50k miles. ...............£7,950
08 VW TRANSPORTER, 4 Motion, Crew van, 6 seats, 130hp, 4x4, Twin side doors, 6 speed, White......................£9,450
07 VW TRANSPORTER, 4 Motion, LWB, Panel van, 130hp, Semi high top, Twin side doors, 6 speed, White..........£7,950
05 VW LT46 MWB high top vans, 6 seats, twin rear wheels, SLD, white, direct council, 40K, choice, ....................£5,950
58 LDV Maxus 3500 LWB, high top van, 120hp, fully fitted tyre fitting equipment, work lights, black, 60k ....£6,950
55 MAZDA, B2500, double cab pickup, e/pack, mountain top cover, alloys, met blue, NO VAT............£5,750
06 JCB 8025ZTS TRACKED EXCAVATER, GOOD RUBBER TRACKS, SCRAPER BLADE, HAMMER PIPED, 2000 HRS. ........£10,750

£500 o.n.o.

Inspected 2012 
£50 per year fees.

Telephone: 
01866 844191

MOORING
FOR SALE 

AT CONNEL

£900 o.n.o.

1.9 diesel, 142K, MOT,
12 months tax till May,

Good condition.

Telephone: 
01967 431563

VW POLO 
W REG 
2000

£2,800 o.n.o.

Excellent overall condition.
Electric/gas fan central heat-
ing, Shower, toilet and sink.

Please contact 
07816974100

ELDDIS GT SAVANNA 
1998 SINGLE AXLE

17’, 4 BERTHTOURING
CARAVAN.

OFFERS

For spares or repair. 
Bodywork in very 
good condition.

Telephone: 
07769 717153

54 PLATE 
RENAULT 
MEGANE
ESTATE

RENAULT 
MASTER VAN

£4000 o.n.o.

Mot & Tax 4 months
64,000 miles, 2005 plate

Immaculate condition plus all extras

Tel: 01770 870546 

£3500

Diesel
53 Plate, MOT Feb 2014

Taxed Nov 2014
71,700 Miles.

Telephone: 
01852 200308

(after 6pm)

FORD
TRANSIT
TIPPER

MOTORHOMES & CAMPERVANS

WANTED

Dicksons Of Perth

Top Prices Paid, Year 2000 Onwards, Trade Buyer, 
Cash or Bank Transfer Payments

Call Niki on 07831 511639

£2000 o.n.o.

51 Plate, 1800, 
Bi fuel LPG/Petrol factory fitted.
FSH, 46,000 miles, full year MOT, 

velour seats, heated front seats, electric door 
mirrors, electric front windows,

headlamp wipers, tow bar and electrics.

Telephone: 
07712114143 or 
01546 602633

VOLVO V40 
S ESTATE

HOLIDAY HOME
FOR SALE.

£3000  o.n.o.

Very good condition, 2 bedroom, 
6 berth, must be taken off site.

Tel: 01631 740 313

£1450 o.n.o.

Year 2000. Single cab 
with Ivor Williams canopy. 

Taxed till April 2013. 
Mot’d till March 2013. 

Genuine
75,000 miles.

Telephone: 
07748 165329

FORD
RANGER 4X4 

PICKUP.

£2200 o.n.o.

Two berth twin axle 
Buccaneer Cruiser 

Caravan.
Good condition. 

Telephone: 
07748 165329

BUCCANEER
CARAVAN

2006 THWAITES
3 TON SWIVEL TIP,

DUMPER. 
CHOICE OF 2

£4750 + vat, £5000 + vat

Please phone 01397 772333 
for more details

£850

Petrol, 04 plate, metal-
lic blue, 3 dr, MOT end 
Feb 2013, tax end Mar 
2013, service history.

Telephone: 
07876 741961

FORD
KA 1.3

£4400 o.n.o.

07 plate, 1 year MOT, 
dark grey, 36,500 miles.

Telephone: 
01586 551161

RENAULT
SCENIC

£8000

October 2009. 12,500 miles, 
very good condition. 

One owner. FSH.

Telephone: 
07795571534

FIAT PANDA CROSS
4X4 DIESEL. 

MITSUBISHI LANCER
ELEGANCE, 1.6 SALOON, 2005

£3500 o.n.o.

50,000 miles, Grey, Taxed till 13/07/13, MOT till 31/07/13,
Full size spare tyre, F.S.H., Central Locking with 2 remote control keys,
0 - 62mph 11.8 seconds, up to 50.4mpg, child locks and seat brackets, 

CD Player, Group H tax £160 per year.

Tel: 01546 600476

All types of motor 
homes & caravan-
ettes. Any age or 

condition. We also 
buy water dam-

aged or in need of 
repair. Also all types 
of touring caravans 
from 95 onwards.

Telephone : 
01250 884306

or mobile: 
07885 203020

WANTED

WANTED

Landrover
Defenders from 
1990 – 2012

 All Japanese 
pickups 2 or 4 WD

Mot’d or not
All models 

required (Uist)

Contact
07787058277

LAND ROVER FREELANDER 1.8 LITRE
MODEL SERENGETI, YEAR 2003

£2500 o.n.o.

1 year M.O.T. Taxed August 2013
Mileage 69,495

New Timing Belt & New Exhaust Fitted.

Contact no. 07765 402474

£3800

53 plate, 93,000 miles, 
FSH, one owner from new 

Taxed and tested.

Telephone: 
07899 785980

MITSUBISHI
WARRIOR L200

Caravans and 
motorhomes
Any make, 
Model or 
condition.

Instant decision 
and payment.

WANTED

Please telephone
07783 638067

WANTED

All types of light com-
mercial vans, pickups, etc.. 
We also buy rough or high 

mileage, non-runners 
considered.

Also all types of 4x4 vehi-
cles, land rover, 
Toyota, etc…

Telephone : 01250 
884306 or 

mobile: 07885 
203020

HONDA CIVIC 1.8 
I-VTEC SPORT

£4400 o.n.o.

56 plate, 5 door hatchback, 
metallic grey, 81,000 miles,

Motd January 2014, excellent condition.

Tel: 07789 494905 or 01866 822561 Taynuilt.

MITSUBISHI L200
WARRIOR

£3000

2003, 10 months MOT, Tax Aug 13, 178,000 miles, new re-conditioned engine 75,000 miles ago, 
alloys, good mud terrain tyres, detachable back cab, £3,000. 

Also Ifor Williams Electric Tipping Trailer, £1,500.

Tel: 07762 639166

CARAVAN HOLIDAY
HOMES FOR SALE!

 2 Bedroomed Willerby Richmond 28x12’ 2006 Caravans
In excellent condition. Ideal for letting or staff accommodation.

Must be taken off site. View on www.invercoe.co.uk

£8,000 o.n.o.
ENQUIRIES  07747 634418

Follow us on 

facebook

www.facebook.

com/obantimes



household goods

carports

All types of work carried out, tuning, 
maintenance and valuations on pianos, 

harpsichords and small chamber organs.
Harpsichord hire also available

Quality friendly service 
- distance no object

Tel: 07970 443 456

Allan R Wright 
Piano Tuner

piano tuner

mobility

Glen Creran Wood
Scottish

OAK
www.glencreranwood.co.uk

01631 730256

Beams • Kiln dried planks • Rustic lintels • Burr planks

scottish oak

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG
Tel: (01631) 564848

www.macqueenbros.com

removals & storage

FUNERAL DIRECTORS | EST. 1880 
JOINERS AND BUILDERS 

Breadalbane Street, Oban
24 hour Family run business 

Owned and run by Ian MacInnes and son.
Telephone: 01631 562562
www.munns-oban.co.uk

funeral directors

stoves

www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear 

online at . Simply use the coupons on this page or visit the website and input your details there

chimney  sweep

Lochaber
Chimney Sweep

Services

01397 703592
07719 623837

Open Fires & 
Woodburning Stoves

Tar Removal  Agas 
& Rayburns

CCTV Chimney Inspection   
Clean & Tidy

Discounts for OAPS
Covering from Oban 

to Fort Augustus
Any distance considered
We power sweep wih the 
industry approved system 

tree services

Iain Campbell Duncan  trading as 

ICD Tree Services Ltd

Tel: 01880 820583    Mob: 07788816701
Email: iain@icdtreeservices.co.uk

Scrub Clearing
Tree Felling
Tree Surgery
Forestry
Spraying

Chipping
Stump Grinding 
Rhododendron
Cutting
Fencing
Tractor Hire

window repairs

 A.W. R. 
AYRSHIRE WINDOW REPAIRS

WE REPAIR…
Failed & Misted Windows
Broken Handles & Hinges

 Windows Resealed
Conservatory & Patio Door Repairs.

Tel. 01560 320999
Mob. 07950 519495

www.windowrepairsayrshire.com

FREEPHONE

0800 371 250
OBAN

01852 300174

FREE MEASURING / FREE ESTIMATES
FREE FITTING / MADE IN SCOTLAND

ALL BLINDS MADE TO MEASURE

Check out our Customer Views at 
www.customers.chriscraft.co.uk

blinds

Country Kiln

AFFORDABLE

Delivered Nationwide 

01560 483966 
www.WoodburningStovesLimited.com 

Woodburning & Multifuel stoves 

woodburning stoves
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Published by Wyvex Media Limited,

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions 
which relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications 
owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited 
Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The 
Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful 
and comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice and 
all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the 
advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made 
on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether 
placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the 
Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, the 
publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for 
the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and 
Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher 
to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage 
occasioned by any total or partial failure (however caused) of 
publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which 
any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any 
error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the 
case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the 
cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where 
the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from 
the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within 
fourteen days of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total 
liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for 
the particular advertisement in connection with which liability 
arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type 
and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with 
which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the 
Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling 
upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement 
in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in 
accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in 
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance 
of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must 
be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 
15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the 
invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition 
the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an 
additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though 
it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of 
our conditions.

The Oban Times
PREPAID

ADVERTISING
RATES

Lineage Rates
Minimum charge £13.85+VAT

(up to 25 words)
thereafter £2.70 per line

Box Number Fee £5.50 (+VAT)
Births, Engagements, Marriages, 

Deaths and Acknowledgments
Minimum charge £12.80 (+VAT)
thereafter £2.50 per line (+VAT)

In Memoriam:
Minimum charge £9.45(+VAT)

thereafter £2.00 per line (+VAT)

See Trade Classified Page for 
Rates

Trade Display:
£9.63 per single column 

centimetre
Recruitment:

£16.55 per single column 
centimetre

Public Notices:
£10.90 per single column 

centimetre
Properties

£10.50 per single column 
centimetre

Private Accommodation
to Let/Wanted

£10.50 per single column 
centemeter

(all rates exclusive of VAT)
Personals:

£7.42 per single column 
centimetre

Payment: Pre-payment
required for advertisements of 

Please make cheques and 
postal orders payable to
The Oban Times, P.O. 
Box 1, Oban, Argyll, 

PA34 4HB
www.obantimes.co.uk

A TOUCH OF SCOTLAND 
EVERY WEEK!

The Oban Times
SUBSCRIPTION RATES

U.K ........................... £58.00
Rest of World ........ £100.00
The Oban Times Ltd

 P.O. Box 1
 Oban, Argyll, 

PA34 4HB
 Scotland, UK

www.obantimes.co.uk

PERSONALS

WANTED
HARDY FISHING

TACKLE
Old and Modern

Also other makes of 
old tackle
Please

Telephone 
01786 823361

Email
strathmoretackle@

gmail.com

solar energy

 BABY EQUIPMENT
CHILD’S PINE COT with 
storage drawer underneath, 
1 year old, hardly used, 

does not include mattress.  

COSATTO BABY 
CHANGING UNIT Cosatto 
Easi Peasi Changing Unit 

bath built in. Excellent 

FISHER PRICE 
JUMPEROO baby bouncer/
activity centre with swivel 
seat.  Very good condition,  

 BICYCLES
2 GIRLS BICYCLES 

RIDGEBACK BIKE 
men’s red bike needs some 
maintenance ring for info,  

 BUILDING / DIY
BLACK FLUE PIPES 
Woodburning stove Black 

long. Brand new from 

CORNER BATH white 

DRILL SCREWS 

many more masonry 

HEATED TOWEL RAIL 
several designs available,  

HOT WATER CYLINDER 

INSPECTION CHAMBER 

inlets, 4 x risers and plastic 
inspection chamber lid, all 

PLASTIC RENDER 

by 1m Fibreglass mesh 

TOILET & WASH HAND 
BASIN Armitage Shanks 
white ceramic. WHB 

U N D E R G R O U N D 
DRAINAGE BENDS 

 CAR ACCESSORIES

 CARAVAN
EQUIPMENT

CARAVAN EXTENSION 

caravan extension 

with blue type plug and 
sockets can adapt to suit 

ECO MAT FOR AWNING 
brand new, still in wrapper, 

 COMPUTERS AND
GAMES

BLACK OPS II Call of 
Duty Black Ops II for X-

still sealed.  Received two 

DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

CREDA CAPIN 
ELECTRIC COOKER 

VAX RAPIDE UPRIGHT 
CARPET Washer, Model 

and in excellent condition. 
Handy for homes with dogs 

DOMESTIC PETS
H U N G A R I A N 
WIREHAIRED VIZSLA 
Bitch, 3 years, good 
temperament, working or 

 EQUESTRIAN
WELSH X MARE 
long term loan to good 
knowledgeable home, 
Welsh x mare, bay 12.2hh, 
12y/o.  Bright friendly 
temperament, sound and 
strong very good do-er.  

 FURNITURE
CABINET MacIntosh teak 
display/book with sliding 
glass, doors, side cupboard 

1 RISE/RECLINER 
CHAIR electric, dark 
brown leather, good 

2 SEATER SETTEE dark 

HYGENA SORRENTO 
DOUBLE BED in cream 

MATTRESSES FOR 
SALE Memory-foam/
ortho sprung. New and still 
in packaging. 1 King-size, 

SMALL STORAGE UNIT 
on castors, suitable as 
bedside unit or small side 
table in livingroom, light 

TEAK WALL UNIT very 

 HOBBIES AND
CRAFTS

making your own wine, 

PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD White, Baby Pink 
& Baby Blue colours in 
stock available in A3/A4/

sheet. Contact Krisp Print.  

 HOME
ENTERTAINMENT

TECHNICA DVD 

for sale in Oban. Perfect 
working order, now surplus 

 HOME FURNISHINGS

metres of patterned carpet, 
very good quality, good 
condition.  Ideal for a 

 KITCHEN AND
BATHROOM

BASIN MODERN TAP 
stainless steel with lever at 
top which swivels. Quality 
and a bargain not needed,  

BRISTAN BASIN TAPS 
new boxed, chrome with 
metal heads,  hot and cold, 

BRISTAN TAPS 
Connaught brand new 
boxed, 2 modern chrome 
taps hot and cold with 
single lever at top, bargain,  

BRITAIN TAPS Connaught 
chrome hot and cold bath 
taps, new boxed metal tops 
with lever on top of each 
tap, bargain not needed,  

TRITON JADE 11 Electric 

 LEISURE AND
LIFESTYLE

3 COMPARTMENT TENT  
4 person, with kitchen & 
table included.  Telephone 

 LIVESTOCK
PULLETS brown or black 
or pure breed, ducks, geese, 
feeders, drinkers, hen 

MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS, featuring 
spectacular photography 
of some of our most scenic 
lochs, rivers, beaches 
and mountains. Always a 
popular gift for family and 
friends at home or abroad. 
Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk
OBAN TIMES 
WEST HIGHLAND 
CALENDAR, fabulous 
views of the West 
Highlands portrayed in this 
handy and conveniently 
sized calendar. Ideal for 

Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk

MISCELLANEOUS
HOUSE CONTENTS FOR 
SALE Saturday February 
23, from 12pm until 4pm, 
view at North Cottage, 
Arnicle Farm, Glenbarr. 

MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS

ORGAN in good condition. 
Plays well, includes storage 
stool and many organ 
music books and playing 

 PET ACCESSORIES

DOG BOWLS 2 raised 
double sided dog bowls 
for medium to large dogs,  

DOG HAIRDRIER 2 
speed, very seldom used,  

 PRINTING AND
STATIONERY

PAPER & CARD A4/A3 
size, sold in reams or by the 
box, ideal for copiers, lasers 
and fax machines. Contact 
Krisp Print. Telephone 

RAFFLE TICKETS For 
your prize draw, numbered 
and perforated to your 
requirements. From Krisp 

 SHOP FITTINGS

dept cash register 2 
station printer can be 
programmed serviced and 

CASH REGISTER TILL 

most single printer tills 

 WANTED
COPPER, BRASS, LEAD 
zinc, stainless, all types 
cable, household and 
armoured, top prices paid.  

SCRAP METAL all types 
of scrap metal, we uplift 
scrap cars, call Mr Cook, 
West Coast Scrap Metals.  

SECONDHAND
GUNS WANTED
PARTICULARLY INTERESTED

IN GOOD QUALITY S/S OR
O/U SHOTGUNS BY LEADING

MANUFACTURERS
TELephone: 01250 872056

info@jamescrockartandson.co.uk
JAMES CROCKART AND SON
Blairgowrie Gunmakers est. 1852

Islay Macnab
I would like to express 

my appreciation for 
all the good wishes, 

cards, flowers and very 
generous gifts given 

to me on the occasion 
of my retirement from 

nursing.
Thank you so much 

to all my patients and 
work colleagues who 

have shared these past 
years with me.

May I wish you all 
good health  xx

THANK YOU
Bobby McCulloch would 
like to thank his friends 
and family for making 

his 100th birthday such a 
happy occasion. To all who 
sent gifts, cards and good 
wishes, to my family for 
organising the event, to 

Colin and Joan for catering, 
Duncan, Robert, Peter, 

Rosie and Jackie for music, 
poetry and song, to Joan, 

Jack and Linda for services 
rendered and to all who 

came from near and far to 
take part in the celebration.

Thank you all. 

Thank you to 
everyone who has 

been so kind to visit 
and send cards and 
good wishes during 

my recent stay in 
hospital, and to all 
the hospital staff. 

Love to you all, 
Rena.

Falklands Yomp 2012
I would like to thank 

everybody (too numerous 
to mention) who has 
donated money, raffle 

prizes and gave up time 
to help and support 

me in this fundraising 
venture. At this point 
we have raised nearly 
£26,000 for The Royal 
Marine Charitable Trust 

Fund. Thank you all 
again for your help and 

support, it has been very 
much appreciated. 
David MacPherson
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CHARITY DONATIONS

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

BIRTHS
JOHNSTON - Andy and  
Jennifer (née Campbell), are 
delighted to announce the safe 
arrival of their second beautiful 
daughter Seren Alison, on  
January 30, 2013 at Forth 
Valley Royal Hospital. A much 
loved sister for Logie, Archie 
and Megan.

MARRIAGE
OWEN - CONNOR - At 
Kinlochleven Parish Church 
on Saturday, February 9, 
2013, Carol to Patrick.
Best Wishes from parents and 
families, Kinlochleven and 
Toryglen, Glasgow.

RUBY WEDDING
MACKAY – COOPER - At 
St. Columba’s Cathedral, Oban 
on February 17, 1973 by M. 
Thomas Wynne, Allan to Tricia.

DEATHS
DAVIS - Peacefully, after a 
short illness, at Lorn & Islands 
Hospital, Oban on February 
11, 2013, aged 62 years, Betty, 
dear wife of Stewart and loving 
daughter of Elsie and the late 
Alasdair Black.  Funeral will 
take place from Church of 
Scotland, Glencruitten Road, 
Oban on Friday, February 15 
at 1 pm, thereafter to Pennyfuir 

please. Retiring collection / 
donations if desired for Cancer 
Research (UK) Scotland & MS 
Therapy Centre. 
JAMES – Suddenly at 
her home, Torr-Na-Fhaire, 
Ardfern on Sunday, February 
10, 2013, Joan James (née 
Naules), much loved wife 
of Ian, cherished mum of 
Christine and adored granny 
of Miranda, Tilda and Theo.  
A much respected member 
of the Lochgilphead  Drama 
Club.  Funeral service will be 
held at Cardross Crematorium 
on Monday, February 18 at 
12.15pm, thereafter a service 
of celebration of Joan’s life 
will take place at Donald 
MacDonald’s Funeral Parlour, 
Lorne Street, Lochgilphead 
on Tuesday, February 19 at 

please.  Donations, if desired, 
to MS Centre, Mid Argyll.  All 
friends are respectfully invited 
to attend. 
HUNTER - Diane (née 
Ower), Edinburgh. Peacefully 
at St Columba’s Hospice on 
Wednesday, February 6, 2013, 
Diane, dear sister of Terag and 
brother-in-law Neil, caring aunt 
of Ross and Bruce. Diane will 
be sadly missed by her family, 
friends and ex colleagues. A 
funeral service will take place 
at Warriston Crematorium 
Cloister Chapel on Saturday  
February 16, at 11.30am, to 
which all are welcome. Family 

will be a retiral collection at 
the service for St Columba’s 
Hospice.
MACAULAY - Suddenly but 
peacefully at Western Isles 
Hospital on January 23, 2013 
- Alistair MacAulay, aged 69 
years, beloved husband to Flora 
and a much loved father to eight 
sons and one daughter, also a 
dear father-in-law and a proud 

- very sadly missed, R.I.P.  4 
Hacklet, Isle of Benbecula.
MACINNES - Suddenly on 
February 6, 2013 at home in 
Eriskay, Roderick aged 78, 
beloved husband of Peggy and 
a loving father, grandfather, 
brother and father-in-law. 
Sorely missed. R.I.P.
MACIVER – Suddenly in 
Oban on February 1, 2013, Iain 
Alexander, aged 35. Loving 
son of John and Catherine, dear 
brother of Donald, grandson of 
Rena also a dear nephew and 
cousin.
McKINNEY - Suddenly at 
home, 4 McKellar Building, 
Lochgilphead, on February 1, 
2013, in his 71st year, Charlie 
(formerly of 8 Croft Avenue, 
Oban), a much loved brother 
of Jessie, Michael and Pat and 
the late Margaret, Maurice, 
Owen and Marjorie.  A special 
uncle and great uncle.  Funeral 
arrangements to be announced 

only, with a retiral collection 
taken for the Church Hall.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
CAMERON - The family 
of Anne Cameron would 
like to thank everyone 
for their support and love 
following the loss of a great 
member of our community.
Special thanks to the 
paramedics, air ambulance, 
the staff of the Golden 
Jubilee Hospital, the Rev. Jeff 
MacCormick for an uplifting 
service and Ian MacInnes 
of DA Munn for his superb 
support. The collection raised 
over £700 for the Golden 
Jubilee.
CAMPBELL – Marion 
would like to thank all family, 
friends and neighbours for 
their kind support following 
the sad loss of Norman, for all 

calls received. Thanks to all 
the medical staff at Larbert 
and Stirling hospitals. Thanks 
to Rev. Liz Gibson for a 
comforting service to Andrew 
Anderson funeral director for 

of funeral arrangements, 
Killin Hotel for providing 
refreshments. Finally thanks to 
all who attended at the church 
and graveside to pay their 
respects, £450 was collected 
for church funds.

MACARTHUR - The family 
of the late Morag would like to 
thank all relatives and friends 
for the many kind expressions 

and phone calls and for all the 
kind donations of food which 
was very much appreciated. We 
would like to thank all the Island 
doctors and nurses for there 
exceptional care throughout 
Morag’s illness, thank you  to 
the Rev Elspeth Maclean for a 
personal and uplifting service 
and Lachie MacKinnon for his 
Gaelic prayer also to Andrea 
MacArthur for playing the 
church organ. Finally to all 
those who attended at church 
and graveside to pay their 
respects. There was a retiral 
collection for the surgery fund 
and the Church of Scotland  
which raised the sum of £451.
MACAULAY - Flora and all 
the family of the late Alistair 
MacAulay would like to express 
their sincere thanks to all family, 
friends and neighbours for 
their kindness and expressions 
of sympathy at their recent 
bereavement.  Thanks also to 
doctors, nurses and ambulance 
staff at Uist and Barra Hospital, 
the air ambulance service, 
doctors and nurses at Western 
Isles Hospital, Archibald 
MacRae - Funeral Director in 
Stornoway, Fr Roddy Johnson, 
Calededonian MacBrayne 
staff - Leverburgh to Berneray, 
Alistair MacEachen & staff 
at CNES, Angus MacPhee - 
Funeral Director in Benbecula, 
Fr Ross, Catriona Garbutt, 
Paul MacCallum, Willie 
Bauld, Mikki Campbell, Grave 
Diggers & Car Park Attendants, 
Angusina Morrison & Dark 
Island Hotel Staff for catering.  
Many thanks to all who attended 
the funeral, some who travelled 
a great distance.
MACDONALD – Eileen and 
family would like to thank 
everyone who sent cards, mass 

of condolence following 
the recent sad loss of Ken. 
We would especially like to 
thank Monsignor MacKinnon, 
Father Culley and Deacon 
Pamula for the beautiful 
requiem mass. Many thanks to 
all who attended the funeral and 
gave so generously in Ken’s 

sum of £600 was raised for 
Parkinsons UK. Special 
thanks to Ken’s ex-workmates 
and those who travelled 
a distance to the funeral. 
Finally thanks to Mike McFall 
undertaker and the West End 
Hotel for catering. We are 
grateful to you all.
SMITH – Myrtle and family 
would like to thank all relatives, 
friends and neighbours for 
their kindness, support and 
many expressions of sympathy 
received following the sudden 
and sad loss of Angus. Our 
grateful thanks to Dr. Neil 
Bennett and ambulance staff 
who attended and Dr. Richard 
Wilson, Lorn Medical Centre 
and cardiac nurse Betty 
Graham for their care of Angus 
during his short illness. Sincere 
thanks to Rev. George Cringles 
and Rev. James Beaton for 
their uplifting and comforting 
service and to Neil and Sheila 
Sinclair for their moving 
and meaningful musical 
contributions. Thanks to D&A 

compassionate handling of 
the funeral arrangements and 
to all who attended St. Oran’s 
Church and graveside to pay 
their last respects. The retiring 
offering raised £730.24 for 
A.B.C.D.

MEMORIAMS
ANDERSON - In loving 
memory of Catherine (Rena), 
who passed away February 13, 
2009, a much loved mother, 
mother-in-law and nana.
As time unfolds another year
Memories keep you ever near.
- Mandy, Duncan, Alaine, 
Kenny and Craig.
BARRIE - In ever loving 
memory of our dear father 
Matthew, who passed away 
February 14, 1984.
Sadly, Valentine’s day a caring 
and thoughtful father was 
taken
Forever sadly missed.
-Wendy and Matthew.
CAMPBELL - Treasured 
memories of our darling mum 
Anne, who died February 15, 
2007, also all our other family 
no longer with us. 
We love and miss you every 
day.
- Margaret, Ada, Mairi, George, 
Lorna and families.xx 
COOPER - In loving memory 
of Billy Cooper, much loved 
husband, father and grand 
dad, who died on February 17, 
2009.
- Sadly missed by Kathryn, 
Andrew, Douglas, Pauline, Zoe 
and Abby.
CURRIE – Cherished 
memories of Lily who died 
February 15, 1989 and Archie 
who died June 1, 1998. Loved 
and remembered always. 
- Margaret, Donald and family
Never far from my thoughts
- Mike, London.
DOW - In loving memory of 
Molly, a dear mum and granny 
who passed away on February 
17, 2012. 
Always in our thoughts,
Forever in our hearts.
James, Laura, Jamie and Chris-
topher
ELLIS - In loving memory 
of Frank who died February 
12, 2012. Also remembering 
loved ones gone before and 
after. Dear are the memories 
precious they stay no passing 
of time can take them away.

FERGUSON - Treasured 
memories of a special sister and 
auntie, Ina, who died February 
18, 2012.
Always in our hearts.
- Bobby, Marie, Jacky, David 
and families.
LAIRD – Precious memories 
of Susan (Oozie) who died 
February 14, 2003. Loving wife 
of the late Davy and a much 
loved mum and nana to all of us. 
In our hearts and minds always.
- The Laird family.
LAIRD -  14.02.03  
Remembering on the tenth year 
of our wonderful mum Oozie’s 
(Susan) passing.
Loved and missed so much.
- Alice, Brenda, Poacher, Leigh 
and Danica xxx
- Love you always, Damian xxx
LAMONT – In loving memory 
of my dear sister Joanne, who 
passed away on February 17, 
2009. 
Quietly remembered every day.
- Ann.
MACALLISTER - William 
(Billy), loving husband, dad and 
grand-dad, who passed away 
February 8, 2010,
What ever else in life I do I never 
fail to think of you.
- Mary Jane. 
MACARTHUR – In fond 
memory of John, died February 
21, 2010 and his son John who 
died March 25, 2010. From all 
the family at Middleton, Tiree.
MACCALLUM – Alister, 
loving brother and uncle taken 
from us on February 11, 2010.
We cried when you passed away
We still cry today
Although we loved you dearly
We couldn’t make you stay
A Golden Heart stopped beating
Hard working hands at rest
God broke our hearts to prove
To us He only takes the best.
Also remembering those gone 
before and sadly after.
- Inserted by Cathrine, Ellen, 
Allan, Wilma and our children.
MACDONALD – In loving 
memory of our dear parents and 
grandparents, Thomas Freeland, 
passed away February 12, 1986 
and Jessie MacKenzie, passed 
away February 7, 1994. 
Forever in our thoughts. 
- Inserted by Donald, Neil, Isobel 
and family.
MACDONALD - Treasured 
memories of a dear mother, gran 
and great-gran Catherine, who 
passed away on February 6, 1998 
and loved ones gone before.
Another year
A silent tear
Still loved and missed and ever 
near.
- Jean and family, 47 Drumfada 
Terrace, Corpach.
MACDONALD - In loving 
memory of our dear parents 
Margaret (Peggy), who died 
on February 11, 2001 and John 
(Iain), died October 3, 2011.
Loved and remembered always.
- From all the family in Caol, 
Strontian, Corpach and Mallaig.
MACDONALD – Johnnie. 
Fifth anniversary on February 
14. 
We hold you close within our 
hearts
And there you shall remain
To walk with us throughout our 
lives 
Until we meet again.
Forever in my thoughts.
-  your loving wife Ina
Deep in my heart your memory 
is kept
Of a father I love and will never 
forget
 Loved and remembered every 
day.
-  your daughter Hazel
MACKINNON – In loving 
memory of Mary, a much loved 
wife, mum, mother-in-law and 
granny, who passed away on 
February 20, 2007. 
Forever in our hearts.
- Willie, Fiona, Robert, Janet and 
families.
MACLEAN - In loving 
memory of Kenneth MacLean 
a much loved and dearly missed 
husband, father and grandfather, 
who died February 9, 2011. 
We cannot bring the old days 
back,
Your smile we cannot see,

We can only treasure the memories 
of days that used to be.
Fondly remembered.
- Penny, Kevin, Penny, Jonny, 
Ross and Emma.
McCLOUNNAN - In memory 
of a much loved husband 
David McClounnan, died 
February 17, 2006 at his home 
in Balephuil, Tiree.
Thank you for the years we 
shared
Thank you for the way you 
cared
I loved you then and I love 
you still
Forget you David I never will.
Miss you.
- Your wife Nan, Balephuil, 
Tiree.
McCLOUNNAN – Precious 
memories of my dear dad, 
father-in-law, grandpa, David, 
who sadly passed away on 
February 17, 2006. 
Though his smile is gone 
forever,
And his hand I cannot touch,
I still have so many precious 
memories,
Of the Dad I loved so much.
Forever in my heart
I miss you Dad
I always will.
- Christine, Lachie and 
family.
McKINNEY – In loving 
memory of a dear brother 
Owen who died on February 
12, 2009.
You will always be in our 
thoughts
- from all the family at home 
and away.
O’HARA – Loving memories 
of Tommy, who passed away 
on February 10, 2012. A loving 
husband, dad and papa. Loved 
and remembered always. 
- Janet, Alex, Neil and Jodi 
xxxx
POULTON – In loving 
memory of our precious son 
and brother Danny, who died 
on February 12, 1992, aged 
three days.
Never more than a thought 
away,
Loved and remembered every 
day
- Mum and Hannah, Bunessan
POULTON – In loving 
memory of my grandson and 
our nephew, Danny, who died 
on February 12, 1992. 
Loved and remembered 
always. 
- Freena and family, Iochdar, 
Bunessan.
SLOSS – In loving memory of 
Davie Sloss who passed away 
on February 15, 2003. 
Ten years have passed since 
you left me 
With each year the hurt still 
as bad
Still I smile whenever I think 
of you
I’m so proud that you were my 
Dad
Always remembered.
- Davie.
SPREADBURY – MUIR
– 16.2.06 Donna our beautiful 
friend.
Loved always, missed so 
much xxx.
- Brenda, Poacher, Leigh and 
Danica.
SUTHERLAND - Precious 
memories of our dearly loved 
son, Innes, taken from us on 
February 14, 1999, aged 21 
years.
There is a place in our hearts 
that is yours alone
A part of our lives no one can 
own
Deep in our memories you are 
with us yet
To love, cherish and never 
forget
Loved and remembered 
everyday.
- Mum and Dad xx.
Innes, a much loved brother, 
brother-in-law and uncle.
We miss your smile, your 
joking ways
We miss the things you used 
to say
When old times we do recall
It’s then we miss you most of 
all.
Forever in our thoughts and 
hearts.
- Your big sisters, Keri, Iona 
and Catherine xxx.

MEMORIALS CHURCHES

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 17th February

Lent 1
St John’s Cathedral, Oban

Holy Communion ............... 08.00
Sung Eucharist .................... 10.15

Children’s Corner
Loop System

Large Print Hymn Books
All Welcome

Nicki McNelly, Provost.
(01631) 562323

St James, Ardbrecknish,
Cladich

Holy Eucharist .................... 15.00
St Columba, Gruline, Mull

Holy Communion ............... 11.00
St Columba,

Bishop’s House, Iona
Holy Eucharist .................... 09.30

Thursday 21 February 2013
St John’s Cathedral, Oban

Morning Prayer and
Eucharist ............................. 09.30

ASSOCIATED 
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church
Sunday 17 February 2013

11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.
Phone-In ‘Worship Link’ 

available
Rev. Archie McPhail

MA, MTh
(01631) 567076

All welcome

THE PARISH of North Mull will be welcoming a 
new minister next week to take charge of its four 
churches.

Rev John Paton comes to the area from 
Linlithgow where he was associate minister to St 
Michael’s Church.

Mr Paton’s previous ministerial experience also 
includes time spent in Edinburgh before moving 
to the west coast of the Mull of Kintyre.

The 54-year-old, who trained in counselling 
during his time in Linlithgow, is a former civil 
engineer and ‘passionate countryman’.

Mr Paton will come to Mull with his wife 

Crossreach, the social services caring arm of the 
Church of Scotland.

He will become the minister to the charge of 

North Mull, comprising the four churches of 
Dervaig, Salen and Ulva, Tobermory and Torosay 
and Kinlochspelve.

An induction service will take place on Tuesday 
February 19 at 2pm in Salen and Ulva Church on 
Mull.

The service is to be conducted by the moderator 
of the Presbytery of Argyll, Donald MacKinnon, 
and the sermon will be preached by Rev John 
Sheddon.

A spokesman said: ‘Whether you are a regular 
church goer or not and are genuinely interested in 
what shapes the life of our community, we want 
to draw your attention to the fact that in Mr Paton 
we have a truly special person, who has graciously 
and generously accepted our call to minister here 
in the north end of our island.’

WHAT do we expect from God? What harmony is 
there between our hopes, yearnings and requests 

to us from our Creator?
A large part of the teaching of Jesus Christ is 

is Spiritual. That is by changing us, our way of 
thinking, our response to the world around us we 
are given the strength and ability to cope with 
the dilemmas, problems and tragedies we all at 
sometime face. 

effort on our part. It may also perhaps require the 
acceptance that our prayers may be answered 
in many ways, Spiritual, physical, emotional or 
sometimes simply the guidance in what to do 
next.  

sometimes the solutions and healing we want, 
without allowing the space and quiet to hear, open 
and enable us to accept the healing, compassion 
and authority of our Creator.
Geoff & Janet Fairbairn, Religious Society of 
Friends (Quakers)

Thought for the Week

North Mull welcomes new minister

20 years ago

Thursday February 18, 1993

Three members of an Oban karate club were due to fly out 
from Glasgow to America to take part in an international karate 

tournament. George MacKenzie, Mark Gowdie and William 
Rodger, above, will be joining 52 other British members of 

the World’s United Martial Arts Association at the American 
tournament, which will take place in four locations in Florida. 

t07twenty07

Oban karate trio America bound

Motorists were called upon to flex their muscles when a 
telegraph pole mysteriously collapsed onto the main Banavie 

to Gairlochy road at Fort William on Saturday. The traffic 
flow resumed after drivers got together to move the hefty 

obstruction. t07twenty06

AN ARDRISHAIG joiner had 
a major ‘catastrophe’ when he 
boxed in a customer’s window 
– and her cat.

The ordeal began for 

owners, Christine and Philip 
Davidson, returned from work 

window complete – and no 
kitten to be found.

After searching through their 

were about to give up when 

beneath the window. It soon 

well and truly boxed in.
‘It was unbelievable. We had 

to unscrew all the woodwork to 

startled, but none the worse for 
wear,’ said Christine.

And embarrassed joiner 
Donald Carmichael couldn’t 
believe what had happened. 

He said: ‘I was really careful 
to watch the cat. 

‘It must have got in just before 

Time has run out for Oban’s 
century old livestock market, 

which hosted its last stock sale 
on Tuesday when 130 pedigree 
highlanders passed under the 
hammer. Pictured in a pensive 
mood are Eddie Hughes, left, 

of United Auctions’ Oban 
staff and some of the ringside 
crowd, above. t07twenty01 and 02

Telegraph pole mystery

These Strontian Primary School children are just some of the 80 
Lochaber pupils taking an interest in traditional Highland music 
thanks to travelling music teacher Mysie Ferguson, pictured with 

them. t07twenty04

Spotlight on traditional music

Ardrishaig
joiner lets 
cat out
of the bag

Time runs 
out for
Oban market
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LAST WEEK’S SHINTY 
BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£1300

I enclose £1 for 20 crosses (tick box) The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, 
but you may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to 
abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this 
coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

Name ........................................................................

Address ....................................................................

 ..................................................................................

 ....................................Tel No. ..................................

Spot theSHINTY BALL

This week's nearest the ball 
winners, who each receive 

£25 are:

D MacNeil
Castle Bay, Isle of Barra

L Wilson
Taynuilt, Argyll

Please
tape your 

£1 coin 
here

Competition

All you have to do
We have removed the shinty ball from the 
photograph opposite.  Now look carefully at the 
position of the players and use your skill and 
judgement to place a cross at the exact point 
where you think the centre of the ball was.  You 
may have a maximum of 20 attempts on this 
coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must 
enter on separate coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will 
increase by £50 per week until it is won outright.  To 
win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must be in 
the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap 
the entry will be void. 

If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ 
prizes of £25 will be awarded.  When the jackpot is 
won, no other prizes will be awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your 
entry plus £1 per 20 attempts into a sealed 
envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head 

 by the same time.  
Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which 

are delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting 
cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.

The Company’s decision is final on all 
matters relating to the competition and no 

decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, 

the jackpot will be shared equally between all 
winning entries. Any decision regarding the  
awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.

The Company reserves the right to declare the 
competition null and void at any time, subject to 
its discretion and to make full refund of the price 
of the coupon to any person who has entered 
the competition at that time.

Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their 
immediate relatives and any person otherwise 
connected with the competition are ineligible to enter.

REPORT BY 
STEPHEN NORRIS

snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Fort need to pick 
up the pieces after 
defeat at Rothes

FORT WILLIAM

Graeme has top 
individual game

TEN PIN BOWLING

Lochaber rugby 
boys back in action

LOCHABER Phoenix pocket 
dynamo Chris Bradley boxed 
superbly to take the North of 
Scotland Schoolboys Open 
Championship 46kg title last 

LOCHABER Rugby Club 
coaches are getting organised 
for the return of their young 
players following their eight-
week winter break. 

Mini rugby starts back at 
Banavie on Saturday from 
10am to 11.30am and the club 
is inviting boys and girls from 
P3 to S2 to give the game a try. 
All coaches at the club are SRU 
trained and disclosure checked.

Club membership secretary 
Pauline Donaldson said: ‘The 
club welcomes all parents who 
want to stay and wait for their 
children. The clubhouse is open 
where they can watch their child 
progress their rugby skills by 
waiting on the sidelines.’

Gordy MacKinnon foiled by Skye keeper Michael Nicolson in the first half - 20_f07fort02

West Highland Wheelers line up for the Winter Series race at Inchree.

Nevis Range winners Spean Bridge: left to right, 
Finlay Cameron, Alasdair Poll, Jochem Baak and Ben 
Fulford  f07ski2no

LOCHABER Leisure edged 
clear at the top of the Ali Young 
Indoor Premier League after 
defeating rivals Achintore FC 
2-0 in the Nevis Centre on 
Sunday night.

The Goon Squad consolidated 
their third place with a 6-2 win 
over Portowcy, while Ballachul-
ish were held to a 0-0 draw by 
Caol FC.

All Blacks moved up to 

HWEnergy No Stars and Old 
Codgers defeated bottom club 
AA Young by the same score.

LOCHABER RFC kick off 
again to Ross Sutherland on 
Saturday after a break for 
Scotland’s internationals against 
England and Italy.

RBS Caledonia League Div 
2 North has been split and 
with Lochaber now sitting in 
the bottom half the club aims 

will be on March 2.

REIGNING champions 
Newtonmore have been 
installed as early favourites to 
win the Orion Group Premier-
ship in 2013.

Fort William are third 
favourites on 5/1 to win the 
league, according to bookmak-
ers in the town, while Lochaber 
are joint fourth at 10/1.

Kinlochshiel and newly 
promoted Oban Camanachd 
currently have the longest odds 
of winning at 33/1.

TOP individual games this week 
came from Graeme Robertson 
of Splitheads with 192 scratch, 
247 handicap. Brian Stewart 
(Council) chipped in with a 171. 
Graeme Robertson also had the 
top two-game series with 314 
scratch, 424 handicap.

Top team games of the week 
were 573 scratch from Alleycats 
and 790 handicap from Council. 
The best scratch two-game team 
series was 1138 from Al-
leycats whilst the best handicap 
two-game series was 1524 from 
Splitheads.

The top individual scratch 
averages are held by Tony 
Whitelocke (Alleycats) with 
166, followed by Pam Weller 
(Alleycats) on 154 and Rossamy 
Wareing (Ardtoe/Nevis Radio) 
& Colin Pinkett (Council) 
sharing third on 147.

A SECOND half avalanche of goals saw Fort William beat Skye 
Camanachd 7-1 in a pre-season friendly at An Aird on Saturday.

unable to create many chances, with Skye keeper Michael Nicolson 
saving any shots that did come his way.

North division one side Skye had a chance to open the scoring 

Gordie MacKinnon to full forward.
MacKinnon grabbed four of Fort’s goals, while Ryan Campbell hit 

the back of the net twice. Alexander MacMillan also got on the score 
sheet, with Will Cowie netting a consolation for the islanders.

Magnificent seven for Fort William against Skye
SHINTY

Pocket dynamo: Chris 
Bradley is the new North 
of Scotland 46kg cham-
pion 20_f07boxing01

Chris takes 
North of 
Scotland title

Saturday at Aberdeen – despite 
moving up a weight.

His opponent was the reigning 
Scottish and British champion 
in the division, Byron ABC’s 
David Dalziel – who had beaten 
16 year-old Bradley previously.

In a bout fought at a blistering 
pace Chris had edged ahead by 
the third only to be caught by 
a bomb of a right hand and left 
hook, which physically lifted 
him off his feet.

But the Fort William lad, the 
Scottish and British champ 
at 38kg, showed incredible 

immediately with combinations 
to take the initiative, deservedly 
earning the judges’ verdict.

And Lochaber was celebrating 
again soon after when 15 year-
old James Aitchison outpointed 
Aberdeen’s Eddie Copland in his 

After a tactical two rounds 

but Aitchison came into his 
own in the last to show why 
he is unbeaten this season and 
precision right crosses ensured 

another title was coming back to 
the west.

13 year-old Robbie Hall, who 
was up against Kincorth ABC’s 
Conor McKenzie.

The boys had fought twice be-
fore, sharing a win apiece – and 
predictions of an even contest 
turned out to be spot on.

After two tight rounds, who 
had the greater stamina would 
prove crucial and Hall’s solid 
combinations proved just enough 
to edge the verdict 10-8.

Steve Docherty was delighted 
with two golds and a silver.

He told the Oban Times: ‘All 
three boys boxed well with Rob-
bie gaining great experience in 

‘Chris proved once again the 
quality we know he has with 
probably his best ever win and 
James is maybe the most im-
proved young boxer in Scotland 
this season with incredible pow-
ers of concentration.’  

Two golds and a silver for Lochaber 
Phoenix boxers in Aberdeen

RUGBY

INDOOR FOOTBAL

Leisure defeat 
rivals Achintore

MINI RUGBY

Youngsters start 
back after break

BOXING

‘More installed as 
early favourites

SHINTY

SPEAN Bridge Primary School 
has won the Nevis Range quali-

Series, organised by Snowsport-
scotland.

Finlay Cameron, Alasdair Poll, 
Jochem Baak and Ben Fulford 

level primary school category.  
Spean’s success came a day 

before Glencoe Mountain Ski 

the West of Scotland schools 
race.

A sunny day with a moderate 
westerly breeze greeted the 70 
racers to a course of 20 mixed 
slalom and grans slalom gates, 
set down a run known as Happy 
Valley. 

some great skiing was on show 
from both primary and second-
ary pupils. 

Oban High School A and B 
teams secured silver and bronze 
in the secondary category and 
the Nether Lochaber group of 
primaries claimed silver in the 
primary sections.

The winning schools 
were: Primary, entry level 
- Morrisons/Dalmally/St Fil-
lans Cooperative; Primary, 
experienced racers - Bearsden 
Primary; Secondary, entry level 
- McLaren High School, Stirling; 
Secondary, experienced racers 
- Bearsden Academy B Team.
With the Glencoe, Glenshee 

now complete there remains 
only one more qualifying race 
at The Lecht on 21st February 
when schools can qualify for the March 15.

SKIING

Spean slope off with the title

THE NEVIS Cycles-sponsored West Highland 
Wheelers Winter League visited the well-loved 
trails above Inchree on Sunday with Joe Barnes 

Joe came in well ahead of a closely fought battle 
for second place, in which Ewan Thorburn won 
out against Huw Oliver by just two seconds.

Gary MacDonald, the Kinlochleven trials bike 

of perspiring pursuers.
Fiona Beattie took the ladies race from Hannah 

Barnes to take a clear lead in the series.
Meanwhile, Roger Gibbins was walking his dog 

before the start, noticed the signage and decided 
to nip home for his bike - just showing that the 
Wheelers welcome all hardy souls!

Thanks go to the Dent family for a very well 
run event. Next round is at Duror on Sunday 24th 
February.

CYCLING

Wheelers visit trails above Inchree

FORT WILLIAM will 
endeavour to pick up the pieces 
against Inverurie Locos at 
Claggan Park on Saturday after 
losing 5-0 at Rothes last time 
out.

Now manager Danny Conlon 
has the task of preparing for 
Locos and must do without 
keeper Bell, whose is on loan 
from Saturday’s opponents. 
Striker Davie Forbes could 
also be missing through work 
commitments.

Conlon told The Oban Times: 
‘ We are still in shock about 
Saturday’s result – it does not 
give a true picture of the game.

‘All the players said at training 
last night (Monday) they had a 
really bad weekend. Now we have 
to try to get the heads back up.’

Follow us on 

facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes
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SHINTY

GOLF

Opening

SHINTY

The dates for 2013 are as follows:

-

Non fulfilment

Orion Group Premiership

Marine Harvest
North Division 1

Marine Harvest
South Division 1

Marine Harvest
North Division 2

Marine Harvest
South Division 2

Marine Harvest
North Division 3

-

-

Atlantis Leisure 
Winter League

INDOOR FOOTBALL

The victorious Oban A team.

INDOOR FOOTBALL

Bragging rights for     
Oban Badminton Club as 
they lift the Argyll Cup

Association 
agrees three 
law changes

-

-

OBAN CELTIC 

-

LOCHSIDE ROVERS -

TAYNUILT’S -

-

-

-

INVERARAY
STRACHUR

-

-

-

-

Celtic retain Robert Wylie Memorial Trophy
Oban Celtic with the Robert Wylie Memorial Trophy.

KILMALLIE’S 

BALLACHULISH

-

-

  

SHINTY

Stableford results 
from Glencruitten

RUGBY

Magnus trains 
with senior 
Scotland squad

‘Shiel’s Keith MacRae and Kilmallie’s Iain Robertson chase down the ball during Saturday’s friendly. 
20_f07kilmallie03

-

-

-

Oban Celtic’s John Turnbull gets his block in during last Saturday’s match against Strathglass at 
Glencruitten.

Taynuilt’s David Campbell shields the ball during his team’s 2-1 defeat to Fort William second team 
last Saturday.
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Weather
Thursday Light rain
 Winds moderate, west south westerly
 Temperatures 5C to 7ºC

Friday Cloudy
 Winds light, west south westerly
 Temperatures 4ºC to 7ºC.

Weekend Light rain
Outlook Winds moderate south easterly
 Temperatures 6ºC to 7ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig +0.25

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, February 14, 2013
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date   am    pm
Thur  02.16 0.7 08.04 4.0 14.35      0.9        20.09     3.7  
Fri  02.51 0.9 08.37 3.7 15.11      1.2        20.39     3.5
Sat  03.28 1.2 09.12 3.4 15.51      1.4        21.13      3.3
Sun  04.09 1.5 09.50 3.2 16.39      1.7        21.54     3.1
Mon  04.59 1.8 10.42 2.9 17.36 1.8         22.50     2.9
Tues  06.03 2.0 12.42 2.7 18.43 1.9 **.**      *.*
Wed  00.57 2.8 07.37 2.1 14.54 2.9 20.00      1.9
 Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

6

7

FRIDAY

The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with

9

YOUTH FOOTBALL

Oban Saints youths 
results and fixtures 

LAST weekend’s results: 
Friendly - Dumbarton Riverside 
1, Under 14s 7. On target for 
Saints were Jay Cooper (3), 
Arik MacKechnie (3) and Owen 
Neilson. Under 15s, and Under 
16s had no games. Under 17s 0, 
Harmony Row 6.

13s no game; Under 14s no 
game; Under 15s v Drumchapel 
United; Lenzie Colts v Under 
16s.

Scottish Amateur Cup
5th round

Oban Saints 3
Burntisland United 2

THIS 5th round Fosters Scottish 

played at the fourth time of ask-
ing when the match was switched 
from Burntisland to Oban. 
The Fife team had three at-

tempts to get the game played, 
but these were all called off due 
to their pitch being unplayable 
and with the 6th and 7th rounds 
of the Scottish Cup already 
drawn it left secretary George 
Watson no option but to order the 
game to be switched to Oban. 

As if they had something 
to prove, Burntisland started 
the game at a whirlwind pace 
and showed their intentions 
when a great shot from James 
Woodhouse whistled past Daniel 
Cassells’ left hand post in the 

The home side were a bit slug-

and it was United who looked 
the better team.

Burntisland took the lead in the 
12th minute when Ben Couper 
got in front of Craig MacEwan at 
a free kick to head the ball home. 
This was a poor goal for Saints 
to lose at a set-piece.

Eventually the home side set-
tled down and got their passing 
game going, taking the game to 
their Fife opponents, and created 
a couple of chances, but they 

Craig Downie in outstanding 
form pulling off some great 
saves during the 90 minutes.

Arrears
The Oban side found them-

selves 2-0 in arrears in the 19th 
minute when they gave the ball 

Burntisland move carved open 
the home defence and Craig Mc-
Call was lurking at the back post 
to slide the ball home.

The home team looked to be in 
big trouble, and facing a moun-
tain to climb, but this squad 
never lies down and they came 
storming back and should have 
got on the scoresheet in the 23rd 

minute when the ball was played 
square across the goalmouth for 
Keith Millar, but he knocked the 
ball over the bar when it looked 
easier to score.

Saints had their tails up now 
and were putting the Burntisland 
rearguard under pressure but not 

keeper Craig Downie denied the 
home side with a great save.

The home side pulled a goal 
back two minutes before half 
time when Donald Campbell 
was unceremoniously upended 

Scott, who had a good game, no 
option but to point to the spot. 

Donald dusted himself down 
and slammed the ball home to 
make the half time score 2-1.

blocks at the start of the second 
half, but it was at the other end 
that Daniel Cassells had to make 

the ball round the post to deny 
United a third goal.

Burntisland sweeper Sean Marshall brings Donald Campbell down in the box, leaving referee John Scott no option but to point to the 
penalty spot. Donald scored from the resultant penalty kick.    Photo: Stephen Lawson

Saints battle 
through after 
losing two 
early goals
‘We played some good football 
and fully deserve to be in the 
last 32 of the competition’

Saints were pushing forward 
at every opportunity and drew 
level in the 51st minute when 
they were awarded a free kick 
on the right hand side. Willie 

who outjumped the visiting 
defence to head the ball home 
2-2 - game on.

The home side felt the match 
was there for the taking as the 
visitors seemed to tire as the sec-
ond half wore on, but again they 

in tremendous form saving a 
point blank header from Craig 
MacEwan, a pile driver from 
Eddie Swift and he smothered 
another chance from Donald 
Campbell.

The home side were playing 
some good one-touch football 

and were unlucky not to have 
taken the lead in the 68th minute 
when a Willie Gemmell pile-
driver crashed off the bar and 
was scrambled clear.

However, the third goal that 
Saints were desperately looking 
for arrived two minutes later 
when Donald Campbell was sent 
clear and this time the Saints 
front man made no mistake, 
thumping a great left foot shot in 
off the keeper’s left hand post to 
give the Oban side the lead for 

The homesters had several 
other good opportunies to kill 
the game off, but again that man 
Downie between the sticks for 
United denied the Saints strike 

the best was a save from Craig 
MacEwan with his legs.

With nothing to lose the visi-
tors pushed more men forward 
in attempt to get an equaliser 
that would take the game back to 
Burntisland, but by this time the 
Oban team had introduced Marc 
MacCallum and Jamie Graham 
to strengthen the defensive unit 
and shut up shop.

Entertaining
The Oban side played out time 

and in the end ran out 3-2 win-
ners in an entertaining Scottish 
Cup tie and a place in the last 32 
of the competition.

Manager Iain Jackson was 
happy with the football his team 
played, but not with the goals his 
team lost. He said: ‘We can’t be 
giving away goals like the ones 
we did today, they were both 
individual errors.

‘However, credit to the lads 

they knuckled down and fought 
back from 2-0 down. We played 
some good football on the day 
and fully deserve to be in the 
last 32 of the competition which 
started with nearly 700 teams.

‘The scoreline could, and 
should have been a lot better as 
we missed three or four great 
chances and their keeper had a 
string of brilliant saves’.

This Saturday Saints stay on 
Scottish Cup duty when they 
take on top Caledonian League 
side Cambusbarron Rovers in 
the 7th round of the competi-
tion. The Stirling team knocked 
Saints out of the cup last season, 
so this is a great chance to gain a 
bit of revenge. 

The game will be played at 
Glencruitten with a 2pm kick-
off.

THE Oban Filling Station Cup 
will have a new name engraved 
on it this year as Markie Dans 
‘A’ and the Lochavullin took 
full advantage of being the 
home sides in their respective 

Current league leaders and 
champions Markie Dans ‘A’ 
proved too strong for the Cellar, 
booking their place in the 

doubles matches.
The Cellar, having been the 

form team in recent weeks, will 
be disappointed in the manner 
of which their crown was so 
easily taken from them.

Lochavullin came through what 
can only be described as an 
ill-tempered clash against the 
Lancaster ‘A’. Despite twice 
being behind the Lochavullin 
eventually took control and 

March 14.
Results: Markie Dans ‘A’  

5, Cellar 1; Lochavullin  5 
Lancaster ‘A’ 2

Dans ‘B’  v  Lochavullin; 
Kelvin  v  Markie Dans ‘A’; 
Lancaster ‘A’  v  Lancaster ‘B’; 
Gluepot  v  Cellar; Claredon  v  
Lochnell

Player of the Year standings: 
1 Jim Muir - Markie Dans ‘A’; 
2 Barry Clark - Lancaster ‘A’; 3 
Geo Adam - Cellar; 4 Richard 
MacDougall - Lancaster ‘A’; 5 
Laura-ann Sneddon - Lancaster 
‘B’; 6 Gordon McKenzie 
- Cellar; 7 Mark MacDougall 

- Cellar; 9 Donnie MacLean 
- Lochnell; 10 Gerry Davies 
- Markie Dans ‘A’

Home advantage 
pays dividends in 
cup semi-finals

GOLF prospect Robert 
MacIntyre is to claim further 
international honours after being 

team competing in the 2013 
Boys Quadrangular in France.

The international tournament, 
to be held at the Pont Royal Golf 
Club, Provence, between March 
14 - 16, attracts some of the best 
junior golfers in the world.

While he has represented 
Scotland in the under-16 Boys 
Quadrangular, this will be Rob-

faces the top juniors from Italy, 
France and Sweden.

Big step up
The 16 year old said: ‘This is 

a big step up in competition for 
me, probably the biggest step I 
have had to make.

‘I know the French team will 
be strong, because they have 
two or three of the top juniors 
in Europe, but you never know 

OBAN Lorne are back in West 
Division 3 action this Saturday 
and are looking for revenge 
against promotion-chasing 
Uddingston at Glencruitten.

only defeat of the 2012/13 
season so far when the Green 
Machine found itself on the 
wrong end of a 27-12 scoreline 
last October.

A win could potentially lift 

in the table with two games in 
hand against current leaders 
Loch Lomond, who have a 
tricky home game against 
third-placed Isle of Arran. 

Oban Lorne versus Udding-
ston will kick off at 3pm.

Oban Ladies will also be in 
action this Sunday at home to 
Kirkcaldy with a 1pm kick off.

ETIVE Vikings hosted the 
latest round of the Dalriada 
Tournament in Taynuilt on 
Sunday, when more than 50 
youngsters took part.

Oban Lorne and Isle of 
Mull made up the three-team 

of 2013. The hosts won all their 
games on the day and were 
awarded with medals and 
Dalriada trophies. 

Argyll and Bute rugby devel-

said: ‘The standard of all the 
players has improved vastly 
since the start of the season, 
which is down to the hard work 
of the volunteer coaches.’

Mini Rugby sessions are 
held every week at local clubs 
as follows: Oban Lorne RFC, 
Sundays 1-2pm at Glencruitten; 
Isle of Mull RFC, Sundays, 
11am-12pm at Garmony; Etive 
Vikings RFC Wednesdays, 
6-7pm at Taynuilt Playing 
Fields.

FOOTBALL

Scotland cap Robert 
MacIntyre hopes to take 
excellent national form 
onto the international 
stage. t07bob01

YOUTH RUGBY
Green Machine 
back in action

RUGBY

Etive Vikings come 
out on top

GOLF
what squad will be there on the 
day.

‘I’m really chuffed to be called 
up but I will be quite nervous 
during the competition.

‘Whatever happens, it will be a 

Runner-up
Left-hander Robert was 

runner-up in the Scottish Boys 
Under-16s Stroke Play last year.

Scotland team for the Boys 
Quadrangular 2013: George 
Burns (Williamwood); Ewen 
Ferguson (Bearsden); Robert 
MacIntyre (Glencruitten); Bra-
dley Neil (Blairgowrie); Conor 
Syme (Dumfries & County); 
Alan Waugh (Cowglen). Re-
serve: Calum Hill (Tantallon).

The event format will be over 

singles matches (36 holes per 
day).

More international honours
for young Oban golfer NO SOONER had the equipment 

been packed away from another 
successful Coaching Champions 

sporting event looked set to be 
packed away for good.

The award-winning coaching 
festival that trains hundreds of 
volunteers in a variety of sports 
every year is the latest scheme 
to fall victim of Argyll and Bute 
Council’s proposed budget cuts.

The 2013 event, which took 
place in Oban on February 2 
and 3, trained 460 volunteers 
and was hailed a ‘great success’ 
by the council, only to be an-
nounced as a potential casualty 
in 2014 as savage cuts look set 
to be implemented at Kilmory 
today (Thursday).

Douglas Philand, lead council-
lor for sport, defended the deci-
sion, saying 1,500 people had 
been trained under the coaching 

years. 
He added: ‘As a non-statutory 

service within the council, we 

Flagship coaching event could be axed 
in council’s proposed budget cuts

have had to absorb reductions in 
budget, staff and investment, but 
this has made us more focused 
on partnership working. 

‘The ending of the coaching 
champions weekend will not 
stop sport growing in the area as 
the numbers who have been sup-
ported and trained will suggest. 

‘It will be important to reap-
praise the situation at a future 
date in order to prioritise if 
necessary the support organisa-
tions receive.’ 

‘Incomprehensible’
But the proposal to shelf 

Coaching Champions was 
described as ‘incomprehensible’ 
by opposition councillor Rory 
Colville.

‘This event gained a London 
Inspire Award in 2012 and the 
council papers acknowledge that 

-
ment,’ he said.

Nick Wesley, general manager 
of Atlantis Leisure, which hosted 
many of the events, said: ‘We 

are very proud to be involved in 
Coaching Champions. It is a very 
cost effective way of training 
volunteers and Atlantis coaching 

it being based here.
‘It means that more people 

get trained because it is a local 
event.’ 

Davie Buchanan, secretary of
Oban Saints AFC criticised the 
planned cut. Davie, who has 
volunteered with the club for 
more than 40 years, said: ‘I think 
this is a big mistake. Sports 
clubs, from football to shinty 
to swimming, are reliant on the 
volunteers who offer their time 
freely to develop sport in Argyll 
for the young people.

‘Coaching Champions has 
enabled this to happen for 
the last few years, equipping 
hundreds of volunteers with the 

to coach sport effectively.’

COACHING
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A CAOL man has avoided jail for supplying 
dodgy diazepam which landed himself and his 
pals in hospital.

And Sheriff Noel McPartlin told Stephen 
Hardie at Fort William Sheriff Court his actions 
could have had ‘disastrous consequences’.

Hardie, 22, was appearing for sentencing after 
pleading guilty to being involved in supplying 
the impure Valium. He distributed the drug 
on April 21 and 22 at 35 Torlundy Road, Caol, 
and 87 Carn Dearg, Claggan, to Craig Love, 
Ruaridh Lappin, Keiran Donaldson and others. 
Defending, Stephen Kennedy said Hardie and 
four friends agreed to pool their money at a 
party to buy the Valium. Hardie took a taxi to 
meet ‘an individual’ – whom Hardie claimed 

A LOCHABER man caught in possession of 53 
indecent images of children has been placed on 
the sex offenders’ register for two years.

And Cathel Gillanders must attend 40 
sessions in a joint sex offenders project as part 
of his two-year probation.

Appearing for sentencing at Fort William 
Sheriff Court, the 46-year-old had his lap top, 

personal digital assistant forfeited.
Sheriff Noel McPartlin also ordered the 

offshore worker to perform 200 hours of unpaid 
work in the community. 

Defending, Hamish Melrose said Gillanders’ 

home was searched on May 13 2010 and 
‘various items’ removed by police. Images had 
been sent to him as email attachments by a man 
he met in an internet chatroom whose email 
was known to police.

‘Where he went wrong was he opened these 
and downloaded the attachments, keeping 
some and deleting others,’ said Mr Melrose.

‘Since then this matter has been hanging over 
him for the best part of three years. 

‘He was fully co-operative with police and 
there was no denial about what had happened. 
He is very much hoping he will not lose his job. 
He is ashamed about his conduct and proper 

remorse has been shown.’ Gillanders, of Erracht 
Drive, Caol, earlier admitted downloading 
indecent images of children between January 
26 and May 13 2010. 

Sheriff McPartlin told him: ‘Obviously the 
court takes offences such as this very seriously 
as does society in general. The usual approach 
is to consider a custodial sentence but having 
heard what has been said on your behalf and 
the circumstances of the case, and having 
read the favourable reports on you, I think it is 
appropriate to proceed otherwise.’

Gillanders’ parents were both in court to hear 
the verdict.

THE FIRST of 21 new safety 
barriers to be installed at 
Highland level crossings was 

William-Mallaig line at Corpach 
on Tuesday.

The unveiling follows successful 
trials of the new ‘stubby’ barriers 
at Ardrossan last summer.

Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch 
MSP Dave Thompson, a long-
time campaigner for improved 
level crossings, attended the 
ceremony.

Local councillors Allan 
Henderson and Eddie Hunter, 
together with Network Rail route 
safety improvement manager Zoe 
Hands, were also present. 

Mr Thompson said: ‘Besides 
Corpach, there will be safety 
barriers installed at three 
locations on the far north line 
around Golspie and Brora, while 
the programme to install safety 
barriers at all open level crossings 
in the UK will be completed by 
2014.

‘The new safety barriers will 
ensure that the likelihood of 
accidents at our level crossings 

installation has been completed 
on schedule and I look forward to 
welcoming safety barriers at all 
open level crossings throughout 
the Highlands.’

Dave Thompson MSP with Zoe Hands, Eddie Hunter, and Allan Henderson at 
the official opening of the new railway crossing at Corpach. 

not to know - to purchase 100 tablets.
Mr Kennedy said: ‘He had never previously 

used Valium and was curious about its effects. 
He brought the drugs back to the party and 
distributed them between his friends. 

‘Unfortunately the drugs were bad. There 
seems to have been some sort of impurity and 
he and his friends were treated in hospital. 
Fortunately no long-term harm came to him or 

transaction.’
Pleading for leniency, Mr Kennedy said: 

‘This has brought home to him how serious 
the offence could have been. He has shown 
genuine remorse and he accepts what he did 
was unacceptable. 

‘He is aware an offence like this can often 
attract a custodial sentence.’

Sheriff McPartlin showed clemency and 
ordered Hardie to perform 150 hours of unpaid 
work in the community within six months.

He said: ‘There was something wrong with 
the Valium and people ended up in hospital, 
including the accused. 

‘This highlights the dangers of the drug. 
People became ill and there would be a cost to 
the public purse for hospital treatment, which I 
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Lochaber man placed on sex offenders’ register

Dogdy diazepam supplier spared jail term

Outrage 
as site is 
destroyed

New level crossing      
barriers unveiled

THE BODY of a 51-year-old 
man was recovered from Loch 
Linnhe at Fort William on 
Sunday night.

Local Maritime and 
Coastguard Agency personnel 
pulled the body from the water 
just off the West End car park 
around 10pm. It is understood 
the man, who is not believed to 
be local, entered the water from 
the sea wall surrounding the car 

LOCHABER residents have 
expressed outrage after a 
traveller’s caravan pitch was 
‘vandalised’ with earth moving 
equipment on Monday.

Kilbirnie grandfather William 
Burke brings his caravan to 
Camusnagaul, across Loch 
Linnhe from Fort William, every 
spring and summer.

The 62-year-old grandfather 
tends gardens and hedges for 
around 25 customers and is 
regarded with affection by 
many.

Last April, The Oban Times 
reported Mr Burke had enjoyed a 
trouble-free 25 years before one 
householder began complaining 
about litter to Conaglen Estate, 
which allows Mr Burke to use 
the site. Local people said the 
claims were completely without 
foundation.

Now the same man, say 
locals, has dug up Mr Burke’s 
site in an attempt to prevent his 
return. Ardgour Community 
Council condemned the move 
as ‘vandalism’ at its meeting last 
Monday. 

Member Fergie MacLean told 
The Oban Times the man came 
in ‘sneakily’ last week when he 
and wife Rosie were out - then 
on Monday dug out more holes 

in Loch Linnhe. Mr MacLean 
said: ‘What a bloody mess he 
has made. I emailed the factor 
and phoned him and he assured 
me the guy was acting without 

Bomb site: Willie Burke’s caravan pitch on Tuesday after being dug up with earth moving equipment. Ardgour Community Council has 
condemned the move. 20_f07dig01

Willie Burke: heartbroken. 
20_f07willie02

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

any authority or consent from 
the estate. He’s dug up not only 
Willie’s site but also the bit I use 
for my tractor to carry bait and 
diesel down. It’s got to be tidied 
– it can’t be left as it is. If he gets 
away with this what’s the next 
thing he’s going to do?’ 

Mrs MacLean added: ‘After 

volunteering to come along 
with spades and shovels to sort 
the damage, but after today 
[Monday] it’s a machine that’s 
needed.’

Speaking from his Ayrshire 
home on Tuesday, Mr Burke told 
The Oban Times his caravan was 
supposed to go in on February 
19.

He said: ‘When Fergie phoned 
last night it just broke my heart. I 
have tried everything, but I can’t 
win. Last year the guy [Conaglen 
estate factor] said as long as 
there was just one caravan there 
was no problem. 

‘Me and my wife were happy 
there for years. Since she died 
coming up there has kept me 
going. If the site was restored I 
would go back tomorrow.’

Conaglen Estate factor David 
Mosgrove had not provided a 
comment as The Oban Times 
went to press.

park. A Northern Constabulary 
spokesperson said: ‘There do 
not appear to be any suspicious 
circumstances and a report will 
be submitted to the Procurator 
Fiscal.’

Body recovered from Loch Linnhe
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Case deserted
THE CASE against a Fort 
William man accused of 
brandishing a broken crutch has 
been deserted at Fort William 
Sheriff Court.

Scott Crichton, 20, of Flat 6, 
An Cala, Fassifern Road, had 
denied holding the walking aid 
in a threatening and menacing 
manner on the town’s Union 
Road on December 11. 

THE TRIAL of a man accused 
assaulting three people during 
a fracas at a Fort William 
nightspot failed to go ahead after 
his solicitors dumped him.

Derek Cumming, appearing 
at Fort William Sheriff Court 
on Monday with co-accused, 
brothers Ian and Fraser Roy, 
discovered his lawyer had pulled 
out, leaving him with no legal 
representation.

Mr Cumming, 43, told Sheriff 
Eric Brown he had been in touch 
with his solicitor only last Friday 
and was unaware of the move.

Procurator Fiscal Alison Wylie 
said: ‘It is extremely unfortunate 
that we are in this situation.’

Six civilian witnesses and one 

evidence, she said.
Rescheduling the trial for 

April 22, Sheriff Brown said: ‘It 
is very unsatisfactory that one of 
the solicitors has had to pull out 
for reasons that have not been 
made clear to the court.’

Representation
He told Mr Cumming: ‘It is up 

have been left to yourself today. I 
would suggest you do something 
sooner rather than later with 
regard to your representation.’

Mr Cumming, of 22 The 
Avenue, Whitburn, denies 
punching Dennis Roy and 
Callum Duncan on the face to 
their injury during a birthday 
bash at the BA Club on 
November 3.

He also pleads not guilty to 
punching Sharon Cameron on 
the face, knocking her to the 
ground and kicking her on the 
face to her injury.

Ian Roy, 28, of 59 Carn Dearg, 
Claggan and Fraser Roy, 25, of 
38 Blaeberryhill Road, Whitburn 
both deny repeatedly punching 
and kicking Dennis Roy on the 
head and body to his injury.

The pair previously admitted 
a total of seven charges of 
assault, threatening and abusive 
behaviour, damaging property 
and resisting arrest. But further 
police inquires resulted in more 
charges.

Fraser Roy is also accused of 
headbutting Callum Duncan and 
repeatedly striking him on the 
head and body to his injury.

Woman denies 
fraud charges
A LOCHIELSIDE woman 
accused of fraudulently 
claiming more than £36,000 in 

to stand trial at Fort William 
Sheriff Court on February 25.

Anne Mustarde 49, of Tigh 
Linn, Kinlocheil, denies 
pretending to have no savings 
to claim income support from 
the Department of work and 
Pensions between July 2004 
and August 2010. Procurator 
Fiscal Alison Wylie expressed 
some concern about the trial 
date, as the Crown had yet to 
receive a request for disclosure 
of relevant documents from Ms 
Mustarde’s solicitors.

Assault trial date
THE TRIAL of a Caol man 
accused of assaulting a woman 
in her house has been put back 
to February 25.

Fort William Sheriff Court 
heard legal aid aid was not yet 
in place for Daniel Cameron, 
of 29 Camaghael Road, who 
denies repeatedly slapping the 
woman at her home in Mamore 
Crescent, Fort William, on 
January 12. Two witnesses 
are set to give evidence at the 
38-year-old self-employed 
window cleaner’s trial.

THE TRIAL of two Lochaber 
men facing charges linked to a 
disturbance in Invergarry has 
been postponed until February 
25.

Cameron MacInnes, 18, and 
and Alexander Williamson, 
23, were due to stand trial on 
Monday but Mr MacInnes’ 
defence lawyer called off through 
duties at Glasgow Sheriff Court. 
Four witnesses were due to give 
evidence.

Sheriff Eric Brown told Fort 
William Sheriff Court the lawyer 
would be required to explain why 
he only gave notice he would not 
be present only the Friday before 

ROY Bridge village shop has 
been saved from possible closure 
and ambitious plans put in place 
to expand it with a coffee shop 
and public toilets.

Owners Lorna and Ray 
Weir told The Oban Times in 
December they were considering 
shutting the store after a 
downturn in business in 2012.

But their son Christopher and 
his partner Claire have taken 
over running the shop and hope 
the coffee shop will provide a 
boost to both the business and 
the village.

The pair have already submitted 
plans to Highland Council for a 
small café and toilets which will 
be available to the public. Ray 

DORNIE and District 
Community Council and Dornie 
Projects Group have written to 
Highland Council leader Drew 
Hendry asking that land within 
the grounds of Graham House 
be converted into a play/sports 
area.  

The letter, from DDCC 
chairman Shona MacLennan 
and DPG chairman John Don 
MacKenzie, proposes a three-
way partnership under which the 
council and the two local groups 
would provide the facility for 
local youngsters.

The Lochalsh represenentatives 
state: ‘In light of the political 
encouragement to facilitate 

AN ONICH pensioner has escaped a driving 
ban after he crashed his car coming down 
through Glencoe last summer. 

Former coach driver David O’Neill was 
exiting the last corner below Glencoe 
gorge when his vehicle drifted across to the 
opposite verge, struck a rock and overturned. 
The July 20 accident closed the A82 in both 
directions.

Minutes earlier, the 80-year-old riskily 
overtook a van and a car at Glen Etive 
straight, Fort William Sheriff Court heard.

O’Neill, of Muiresk, admitted careless 
driving and forcing the van driver to brake 
sharply to avoid a collision.

Rollover jackpot
A ROLLOVER jackpot of £300 
is up for grabs this week in Fort 
William FC’s weekly lotto draw 
on Sunday. 

Numbers in this week’s draw 
were 2-3-6.

School concern
SKYE, Lochaber and Badenoch 
MSP Dave Thompson has 
expressed concern over the time 
being taken to build Portree’s 
new Gaelic-medium education 
school.

Latest Highland Council 
timetables suggest work will 
not begin until 2015-16 at the 
earliest.

Mr Thompson hoped 
Highland Council could work 
with the Scottish Government 
to ensure the project is delivered 
‘as soon as possible’.

He added: ‘Parents in Portree 
have clearly expressed their 
desire to see the new school in 
operation as soon as possible, 
and are understandably 
disappointed with the delays 
that have beset the project.’

Roy Bridge Stores: set to stay open with a new coffee shop extension being planned. 20_f07shop01

By RICHARD HADDOCK
rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

told The Oban Times he felt the 
additions were the only way to 
keep the shop going as a viable 
business.

He said: ‘We looked at 
absolutely everything and we 
think having a wee coffee shop 
is the only way forward. 

‘During summer, we have so 
many tourists coming in and 
asking for toilets so I think 

village. 
‘And hopefully they’ll buy 

some sweets or a coffee on the 
way out.

‘We’ll have a takeaway menu 

Roy Bridge 
village
shop saved      
from closure

the trial, which had already been 
postponed in December because 
of legal aid issues.

Mr MacInnes, of 51 Castle 
Drive, Lochyside, denies 
shouting and swearing and 
refusing to desist at an address 
in Garry Crescent on October 7 
2012 while on bail.

Mr Williamson, of 4 Glenmallie 
Terrace, Caol, denies resisting 
arrest by three police constables, 
struggling with them, kicking 
out at a police vehicle, refusing 
to get into it and continuing to 

the same incident, also while on 
bail.

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Onich pensioner escapes driving ban

He also admitted losing control of and 
crashing his car near Achtriochtan, forcing 
German driver Anke Heinz to take evasive 
action.

Procurator Fiscal Alison Wylie said 
O’Neill told police ‘his attention had strayed’ 
coming through the gorge.

‘Police found the accused in the car,’ she 
said. ‘Both lanes were blocked by the car 
sitting in the roadway. He was unable to say 
why he lost control. The vehicle was a total 
loss.’

Defending, Hamish Melrose said former 

‘taking his time’ coming home from a visit 
to England.  

‘He has never been in a situation like this 
before,’ he said.

Points
Sheriff Eric Brown said ‘rather than 

and endorse his licemce with six penalty 
points. 

The sheriff noted that O’Neill already 
had three points on his licence from a 
speeding offence and warned him one more 
indiscretion could lead to a ban.

and seats inside for people who 
want to come in for a coffee. 
We’ve put plans into the planning 

to hear back from them.’
Ray said he and his wife, who 

have owned the store since 2007, 
will continue to have a role in the 
shop’s future.

He said: ‘We’re still going to 
be involved, but Chris and his 
wife will be doing the day-to- 
day stuff.’

Local priest Father Tom Wynne 
welcomed the plans, saying: ‘I 
am sure in time it will become a 
favourite meeting place to have 
a chat over a cup of tea and to 
enjoy Lorna’s delicious cakes 
and patisseries.’

physical activity for social 
and health reasons as well as 
recognising the desires of our 
young people, we would request 
that the council, currently 
owner of Graham House and 
its surrounding land, contribute 
an area of the grounds (between 
one half and one acre) to enable 
our partnership to progress an 
outdoor multi-activity park for a 
wide age group. 

Funding
‘With the council’s contribution, 

we would take this project 
forward for funding and create a 
best practice partnership which 
meets the needs of a growing 
community which currently has 

no outdoor facilities for play.’ 
On January 31, The Oban Times
reported local concerns about 
the deteriorating condition of 
Graham House, a former nursing 
home.

The building has been boarded 
up and put on the market since it 
closed two years ago. 

So far, there have been no takers 
for the extensive property.

The 1.41-acre site is currently 
on the market for a reduced 
asking price. 

Offers ‘in the region of’ 
£175,000 are being sought. 

A council spokesperson ‘any 
reasonable offer’ to lease the 
asset would be considered.

Trial stalls 
as solicitor 
dumps client

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Call for explanation    
as trial is postponed

Groups outline Dornie 
play/sports area plan 

THE FUTURE OF 
EUROPEAN FISHERIES

Lecture by Struan Stevenson MEP 
(Vice Chairman of the European Parliament Fisheries Committee) 

followed by Q&A

Thursday 21st February 2013, 18.00-19.00
At the Scottish Marine Institute, Oban, Argyll, PA37 1QA

This event is free to attend, but registration is required: 
please email epedinburgh@ep.europa.eu or call 0131 557 7866 to reserve your place
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3 High Street, Oban • 01631 566696

OPENING HOURS
Mon: 9am-3pm • Tue, Wed: 9am-6pm • Thur: 9am-8pm • Fri: 9am-6pm • Sat: 9am- 4pm

Worth 

£19.00

Free wash and 
blowdry

This Voucher entitles the bearer to a free wash and 
blowdry at Trinity Hairdressing, Oban

*Restrictions apply. Offer ends 28th February 2013. Excludes Mondays.

Free wash 
and blowdry

To claim your free 
Wash and Blowdry 
simply call Trinity 
Hairdressing on 
the morning you 
wish to make your 
appointment and 
quote Oban Times. 
All appointments are 
subject to availability 
and bookings can not 
be made in advance. 
Please bring the 
voucher opposite with 
you. Can not be used 
with any other service

Come in and experience 
our relaxed friendly salon

THIS MONTH IN 
SCOTTISH FIELD...
Wild West
Lothian: 
Hollywood 
director 
on his 
boyhood 
home

READ...
SCOTLAND’S 
MOST 
GLAMOROUS
WEDDINGS

PLUS What’s up with Carol 
Smillie?
PETER PAN: MADE IN 
DUMFRIES 
The saviour of Dundas Castle
IS GAELIC OUR NATIONAL LANGUAGE?
Valentine’s Day Special: Ten greatest 
romantic gestures • A love-themed 
banquet

FEBRUARY 2013

VALENTINE’S DAY SPECIAL: Ten greatest 

WHAT’S UP WITH CAROL SMILLIE? PETER PAN: MADE IN DUMFRIES  THE SAVIOUR OFDUNDAS CASTLEIS GAELIC OUR NATIONAL LANGUAGE?

Plus

SCOTLAND’S MOST GLAMOROUSWEDDINGS 

12 Scotland’s top schools

COUNTRY NEWS   INTERIORS   GARDENS   FOOD & DRINK   PROPERTY   ANTIQUES   FASHION   TRAVEL  FEBRUARY 2013. £3.75

PAGES OF 

WINFIVE-STAR 
ROMANTIC 

BREAK FOR TWO

WILD WESTLOTHIAN
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MARINE Harvest Scotland has 
bought Western Isles-based Lewis 
Salmon as part of its ongoing ex-
pansion to meet global demand for 
farmed salmon.

But as Alan Sutherland, managing 
director of Marine Harvest Scotland 
explained, a major reason for the 

‘We operate a very strict regime on 
our farms to avoid the risk of spread-
ing infection or sea lice.  For this to 
be effective, it’s best if we can man-
age all the farms within a particular 
loch.  By purchasing Lewis Salmon 

and maintains the high quality of the 
salmon.’

Amongst the assets which have 
been purchased for an undisclosed 

Leurbost, including Crown Estate 
leases and SEPA discharge consents.

The pens, nets, vehicles and other 
equipment were also included in the 

have since been harvested. The sites 
will now lie fallow for some time 

with the other farms in the area.

Alan Sutherland added: ‘We’ve 
been salmon farmers in the Outer 
Hebrides for a long time now and 
we’re proud to grow our salmon 
in such pristine waters and also to 
employ local people in what are often 
fragile, rural economies. 

‘The purchase of Lewis salmon 
will help to secure existing jobs in 
the area and allow us to continue to 
grow salmon of outstanding quality.’

Alan Sutherland, managing director 
of Marine Harvest Scotland

Lewis Salmon 
is purchased by 
Marine Harvest

SMALL business owners are becom-
ing ‘disenfranchised’ from politicians 
after previous promises to reduce red 

Phil Orford, chief executive at the 
small business support and lobby 
group, the Forum of Private Business, 

-
ments to legislation and HMRC 

rules which business owners need to 
plan for.  He accused government of 
pandering to big business and forget-
ting about the small enterprises that 
drive the economy. Mr Orford added: 
‘When economic times are tough, 
politicians need to provide leadership 
and look beyond short-term political 
survival strategies.’

Small business being left behind by politicians

THE MARBLE Hall at Mount Stuart, 
Bute, will host the third annual Argyll 
and the Isles Tourism Summit next month, 
with the organisers hoping to build on last 
year’s success.

Aiming at the upcoming focus on Scot-
land in 2014 with the Commonwealth 
Games and Ryder Cup coming to the 
country in the year of Homecoming, the 
summit will launch its now Uniquely 
Argyll website on the day, as well pre-
viewing the new ‘Argyll Street’ display 
for this year’s national tourism Expo.

Mike Story, executive director of Argyll 
and the Isles Tourism, said: ‘I am looking 
forward to welcoming old friends and 
new delegates to this stunning venue to 
discuss how to capitalise on our vast and 
unique regional assets.’

To book a place, visit tourismsum-
mit2013.eventzilla.net. 

Isle of Bute to host 
tourism industry 
summit

OBAN Camera Club’s recent competi-
tion was entitled ‘ Isolation ‘ and at-
tracted a reasonable number of entries.
Members interpreted the theme in various 
ways and it was down to the visiting judge
Roy Gibson, a respected member of Ayr 
Photographic Society, to decide. 

Second and third places were awarded 
to Maurice Wilkins for a moody wintry 
scene of an isolated cottage and a remote 

-
ver with the sea as a background.

of a lone rowan tree at Wee Ganavan
silhouetted against a dramatic sky, taken 
by went to past president Alex Clark.
He received the coveted Laird Parker Tro-
phy and a Websters Camera Shop voucher.
See www.obanpc.co.ukfor images. 

New are members always welcome at 
the club’s weekly Monday night meetings 
in the Regent Hotel, Oban at 7.30pm.

Past president wins 
Oban Camera Club 
‘Isolation’ competition

All Argyll 
to feel
the pinch
This week’s budget 
will affect everyone

Young Highland cattle showman Dougie MacDonald, Benderloch, gets to grips with the task. Photograph by Kevin McGlynn.

ONE OF the youngest local 
handlers at last Sunday’s 
Highland Cattle Society Show at 
Oban Livestock Centre was 10-
year -old Dougie MacDonald, 
from Tyree, Benderloch.

The youngster, who aims to 
have his own farm when he’s 

older, was helping Duncan 
Buchanan of Shenavallie, 
Benderloch, in the busy yearling 
classes.

Dougie led out the red yearling 
heifer, Peigi 6th of Benmeanach, 
which took a second in class 
award and went on to be sold at 

Monday’s sale to Andy Smith, 
Fort William, for 480gns.

Working hard
The youngster has been 

working hard on the farm after 
school every night and at the 
weekends and looks forward to 
the summer show circuit where 

he has helped his father Douglas 
to several awards. He said: ‘The 
best bit is getting the rosettes, 
I’ve been showing Highlanders 

at the Highland cattle show last 
year. I also won at Lorn, Tiree 
and Lochgilphead.’

Starting young in the Highland show ring

FROM primary school children 
to elderly residents, commuters to 
businesses, everyone in Argyll and 
Bute is likely to feel the pinch when 
the area’s budget is delivered this 
week.

The full council will meet at 

what has already been described as 
the ‘Valentine’s Day Massacre’ by 
the deputy leader of the opposition 
Ellen Morton.

Helensburgh councillor James 
Robb - who has been touted to 
take on the leadership role if, as 
expected, Oban’s Roddy McCuish 
stands down from the position at 
the meeting - acknowledges this 
year’s budget won’t be popular, but 
believes the measures outlined are 
the best available.

If passed, the budget will broadly 
shave three per cent from all budgets, 
with fees for many services set to 
rise by at least the same margin.

Road repairs
Milk will be removed from primary 

school meals, Meals on Wheels costs 
will increase by 32 per cent to make 
the service self funding and road 
repairs will be less frequent as up to 
20 full time equivalent posts go from 
the roads operations department.

Streets will also be cleaned less 
and businesses forced to pay more as 
the council strives to meet savings 
targets of £5.8million a year over the 
next seven years.

Even leisure services won’t escape 
the cuts, with Atlantis Leisure in 
Oban warning it would ‘not be able 
to exist as it does now’ if a deferred 
£12,000 cut to its service level 
agreement is passed.

Some 430 full time equivalent 
positions will be made redundant 
if the proposals are passed as the 
council aims to axe 670 positions.

VOLUNTARY care services for 
Oban and Lorn could be gath-
ered under one roof as those in 
the sector make plans for the 
future.

Common clients 
Given the working title ‘The 

Hub’, the one-stop shop model 
would be based on the North 
Argyll Carers Centre (NACC), 
which houses a number of serv-
ices that have common clients.

Dr Mac Armstrong, chair-
man of Oban Hospice, said: 
‘At the moment The Hub is just 
a twinkling in the eye but we 
have come to realise that lots of 

organisations support the same 
people.

-
alisation that in the future people 
will be treated in, or near, their 
own homes and volunteers will 
be key to delivering services.

‘We’ve gone from saying 
‘someone should do something 
about this’, to ‘what can we do 
about this’?

‘Organisations like the NACC 
and initiatives like our Oban 
Hospice Community Service are 
working examples of policy still 
being developed elsewhere – we 
are ahead of the game.’

The movement has attracted 
interest from a number of vol-
unteer services and received 
the backing of local councillors 
Louise Glen Lee and Elaine 
Robertson.

A steering group will now be 
formed to take the plan forward 
and secure funding for new 
premises before opening it out to 
other groups.

Philip White, chairman of 
NACC’s board of trustees, 
admitted the carers’ centre 
would outgrow its current 

10 years, regardless of whether 

The Hub is in existence. He 
said: ‘We have to be careful we 
don’t include everyone in this at 
the start because the plan would 
never get off the ground.

‘We need to form a steering 
group to see if this is feasible. 
Do we all want the same thing 
from this and are we all on board 
with it? If not, we will go our 
separate ways.’

Oban and Lorn could have voluntary care ‘Hub’

However, Mr Robb defended the 
proposals, saying the council’s hand 
was forced. 

budget that is having to cope with a 
reduction in available funding across 
the board is going to be popular,’ he 
said.

‘I think what we have been quite 
successful in doing is explaining the 
situation; they know money doesn’t 
grow on trees. 

‘The one thing we can never forget 
with a budget is it is about people, 
community and economic growth 
and all the things to make life better 
for people living in Argyll and Bute. 

‘We want to deliver the best 
we possibly can given the 
circumstances.’

Mr Robb also points to proposals 
for several one-off investments 
in the budget as evidence that not 
all is negative, with the Inveraray 
CARS project bidding for £350,000, 
Hermitage Park in Helensburgh 
£300,000, Campbeltown Picture 

House Museum £19,000.
For our full budget run-down, see 
page 7.

The one thing we 
can never forget 
with a budget 
is it is about 
people.
Councillor             
James Robb

West Highlands and 
Islands Trade Show 
comes to town

HUNDREDS of local school children took part in a Burns 
event – organised by pupils – in Oban’s Argyllshire Gather-
ing Halls on Monday.

The event, funded by Oban Burns Club, saw children from 
different primary schools coming together to compete in art, 
poetry, singing and instrumental competitions.

Lochnell, Barcaldine and Ardchattan made up the 426 entries 
on the day and enjoyed a theatre group in the afternoon.

The Burns club awarded £500 to help the children stage 
the event and John MacLean, president of the club, said the 
quality on show was ‘absolutely tremendous’ – so much so 
they would be offering the money again next year.

School, said it had been a successful day thanks to the 
children planning ahead. She added: ‘They worked together 
to organise this as they have an interest in Burns. The pupil 
council committee from three schools met and discussed 
what they wanted and how they wanted to do it. They 
planned the whole thing, found the theatre company and 
arranged the hall. I think they did a great job. This is the 

to have it again next year with more schools involved.’

Some of the children with Bill Griffiths and John MacLean. 
16_t07burns01

MORE than 100 exhibitors representing the catering, re-
frigeration and hospitality industry will converge on Oban’s 
Corran Halls later this month for one of the biggest trade 
events in Scotland.

The annual West Highlands and Islands Tradeshow on 
February 27 and 28, hosted by Forteith Foodservice, is open 

and drink.
There will be an array new products and concepts plus 

promotional offers on show.
Forteith Foodservice has been succesfully trad-

ing in the West Highlands and Islands since
1955 and says it organises the trade show because it has 
empathy for, and an understanding of, the pressures on local 
independent caterers.

Burns event brings 
Lorn area schools 
together

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

FW
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PLANS to create a £400,000 
playpark in Oban have taken 
another step forward after the 
group behind the project gained 
charitable status.

Friends of Oban Community 
Playpark is pushing on with 
ambitious plans to raise the 
capital for a new playpark 

outside Atlantis Leisure. Its new 
management committee was 
formed at the annual meeting 
in December, when it was also 
announced Oban Community 
Play Park had gained charity 
status as a Scottish Charitable 
Incorporated Organisation 
(SCIO).

So far the group has raised 
more than £12,000 with the help 
of the local community towards 
building a new and larger play 
park.

The group’s acting chairwoman 
Lyndsay Elliott said: ‘We’ve been 
obsessing over play equipment 

makes the best equipment. We’ve 
been discussing the merits of wet 
pour cement versus wood chip, 
whether sand is practical and if 
we can squeeze in and afford all 
the great ideas. 

‘So far, we’ve got four 
companies providing free 
designs and when we have 

funds, we will use an open 
tender process for companies to 
bid for the contract. At this point 
we’ll be opening the designs 
up to the wider community for 
inspection.’ 

The £400,000 is made up 
of planning and professional 
fees, equipment purchase, 

landscaping, installation and 
VAT. The group is also working 
with Atlantis Leisure and Argyll 
and Bute Council to agree a sub-
lease for the area of land.

Meanwhile, fundraising 
continues with a Wizard of Oz 
Film showing at Oban Phoenix 
Cinema on March 3. 

New £400,000 playpark for Oban moves a step closer

FUNDS to help homeless people 
get clean clothes, clean bedding 
and hot food have been provided 
to HOPE Kitchen in Oban by a 
local organisation.

Oban and Lorn Lions have 
donated more than £600 to help 
HOPE buy a washing machine, 
tumble dryer and baked potato 
oven.

Matching funds 
Robert Chipchase of Oban and 

Lorn Lions, said: ‘The Lions 
were moved by the plight of the 

group of homeless that HOPE 
were supporting, at that time 
living in tents.

‘We decided to help to fund 
all of the items HOPE needed in 
order that matching funds could 
be obtained from a third sector 
grant.’

Jess Macdonald, a founder 
member of HOPE, said: ‘I was 
blown away when I was told they 
were funding the whole 50 per 
cent – we were speechless.

‘This helps a lot because 

people can’t afford to get their 
things washed so we can give 
them clean clothes, clean sleep-
ing bags, clean bedding.’

But Jess explained the money 
would do more than help home-
less people as elderly Oban resi-
dents as well as young couples 
also use the service because it’s 
cheaper than staying at home 
and paying for heating.

24 hours Hope
Talking of future plans for 

HOPE, Jess said: ‘We want to 

teach people how to cook and 
show them how to make money 
go further. 

‘We would also love to open 
up the hours that the guys need. 
You need drop in centres that are 
open 24 hours.’

Stuart Chalmers, chairman 
of HOPE committee, added: 
‘Premises are now the number 
one priority. We’re hoping to try 

own. We are getting so full here 
we are outgrowing the place.’

Left to right: Stuart Chalmers, Thomas Potts, Jess Macdonald and Kerry McInnes receive the cheque from Alex Milligan, Lions 
president, and Robert Chipchase. 16_t07hope01

TWO MEN have been jailed, 
one for almost two years and 
the other for one year, following 
what a sheriff described as ‘an 
appalling assault’ in Oban.

Sickening CCTV footage of 
the assault, in which a man was 
repeatedly stamped on before 
an ‘innocent bystander’ was 
punched in the face, was shown 
in Oban Sheriff Court last 
week.

Brian Edwards, 20, of 17 Keil 
Gardens, Benderloch, was seen 
attacking a man in a fast food 
outlet on Oban’s George Street 
last November 23.

Procurator Fiscal Claire Martin 
told the court Edwards punched 
his victim repeatedly before 
repeatedly stamping on him.

Andrew MacMillan, 33, was 
shown initially trying to calm 
Edwards down - before punch-
ing the victim’s friend.

The two victims of the assault 
had been ordering food when the 
pair rushed in and attacked them 
from behind.

A sharp intake of breath was 
heard in the court as CCTV 
showed the assault continue with 
Edwards’ girlfriend, 19-year-old 
Carrie Robertson, who resides 
with Edwards, stamping on the 

MacMillan pushed Edwards 
and Robertson out the door of 
the premises to stop the attack 
before Edwards landed a ‘left 
handed Haymaker’ on an inno-
cent bystander who was trying 
to see if Robertson was okay. 

Edwards hit the bystander so 
hard he knocked the man’s tooth 
out.

Edward’s defence agent Edward 
Thornton blamed the assault on 
‘ill feeling’ between Robertson 
and her victim’s girlfriend. He 
said despite this being a ‘nasty 
unprovoked attack of a violent 
nature’, Edwards was ‘normally 
a hard working young man’.

Laura McManus, speaking 
on behalf of Robertson, said 
she was ‘deeply ashamed of her 
behaviour’ and felt ‘really bad’ 
for the man she assaulted.

Mrs McManus, also defending 
MacMillan, said he felt a sense 
of loyalty towards him and ‘fool-
ishly intervened’. She added: 
‘He was initially trying to calm 
matters down but things took a 
turn for the worse.’

Sheriff John Herald sentenced 
Edwards to 21 months in jail and 
imposed a two-year community 
payback order on Robertson in-
cluding 150 hours of unpaid 
work.

He said: ‘I’m faced with a situ-
ation in the main thoroughfare of 
this town which turned into an 
appalling assault on two people 
minding their own business and 
a third person not only minding 
his own business but caught up 
in something which he had noth-
ing to do with at all.’

Sheriff Herald acknowledged 
MacMillan’s ‘lesser part’ in the 
assault but sentenced him to 12 
months imprisonment as he has 
a ‘lengthy record’.

Two jailed 
after town 
centre assault
Woman helped boyfriend 
stamp on victim

Lions bring hope to Oban kitchen

Searchers

Loch Awe

No appeal lodged against Clachan Seil windfarm decision
A PROPOSED wind farm at 
Clachan Seil will not go ahead 
after the developer failed to enter 
an appeal by the deadline.

Developer Rory Young had 
an application for nine wind 
turbines turned down at a public 
hearing in November last year. 

After that hearing Mr Young 
told The Oban Times he would 
‘seriously consider an appeal’ 
but the deadline of February 2 
passed without him doing so.

comes despite rumours circu-

lating in the local area that an 
appeal was ‘imminent’.

Planning committee council-
lors voted unanimously to reject 
Clachan Community Energy’s 
application last November.

Mr Young had offered to pay 
the community £80,000 per year 

regardless of how much energy 
the wind farm produced.

-
lene Knox said the proposal was 
within a ‘sensitive and highly 
prominent location’.

Objector Irene Coulson re-
ferred to wind farm as a ‘wind 

factory’. She told the hearing: 
‘His industrial scale develop-
ment is completely the opposite 
of a community project – it is 
community exploitation.’

Mr Young could not be reached 
for comment as The Oban Times
went to press.

-
man has been found in Loch Awe 
after a search that combined the 
vast resources of Strathclyde 
Police with local knowledge.

Rescue teams ended a six-day 
search for Michael Pringle at 
12.50pm last Saturday when 
police divers located his body 
in the River Orchy, close to its 
north bank at Lochawe village. 

The Mauchline man, who was 
engaged to be married, had been 
visiting the area with his father. 
The pair became separated after 
leaving The Tight Line pub in 
Lochawe in the early hours of 
February 3.

The 25-year-old’s disappear-
ance brought back memories of 

on Loch Awe in March 2009. 
Among recommendations 

adopted following the fatal ac-
cident inquiry into their death 
was to formulate a ‘list of assets’ 
for future searches.

As a result, Strathclyde Police 
last week augmented its own 
resources with Oban Mountain 
Rescue Team, HM Coastguard 
and the locally-organised 
LochWatch. Iain MacKinnon of 
LochWatch said: ‘Our ‘spotters’ 
utilised our thermal imaging 

Unfortunately, it did not help to 

not detected, suggested he was 
probably in the water.

‘It is very sad that another life 
has been lost around Loch Awe.’ 

The focus of the large-scale 
search was based on the discov-
ery of Michael’s jacket near the 
River Orchy. The search team 
included a police helicopter, 
mountain rescue teams, dog 
branch, underwater unit and the 
British Transport Police, which 
searched the railway line be-
tween Lochawe and Dalmally. 

Michael’s family, who were 
in the area when his body was 
found, have thanked rescue 
teams and the police for their 
efforts. See letters page.

Woman injured in 
firearms incident
A WOMAN was injured after a 

in a house in Seil.
The incident occurred at 

around 7pm on February 
3 and although the woman 
required medical treatment, her 
injuries were not considered 
life threatening.  As a result 
of the incident, two men have 
been reported to the Procurator 
Fiscal for culpable and reckless 
conduct.

Mull fish farm site 
to be inspected 
after appeal
AN INSPECTION is to take 
place at a proposed site for a 

The Scottish Salmon Company 
(SSC) aims to overturn refusal 
of planning permission.

Scridain in the south of Mull 
were rejected by Argyll and 
Bute Council last September.

But SSC has entered an appeal 
to that decision and the outcome 
should be known by March 
13. A site visit by a Scottish 
Government reporter will take 
place on February 26.

Cinema to show 
Tarantino film
OBAN’S Phoenix Cinema will 
be one of only 20 in the UK to 

of Quentin Tarantino’s new 
blockbuster Django Unchained.

The cinema is likely to use 
digital projectors from the end 
of April but until then it has 
to try and attract the limited 

Cinema manager Fee Shaw 
said: ‘I think we are one of only 
three cinemas in Scotland to get 
Django Unchained, so it is nice 
to know we are competing with 
the big guns.’

Django Unchained will be 
shown from February 22 to 28.

Man accused
AN OBAN man has been 
accused of acting in a 
threatening manner in his own 
home.

Craig Munro, 32, of 2 Hynish 
Crescent, denied charges when 
he appeared from custody at 
Oban Sheriff Court on Tuesday. 
Munro was released on bail to 
another address and is expected 
to stand trial on April 3. 

He will appear next on March 
20.

Candles from £5.95

Dinnerware from £5

Original Kitchens, 8 Albany Terrace, Oban, Argyll
Tel: 01631 570628 www.originalkitchensoban.co.uk

A new business is to open its doors this week in Oban.  
Original Kitchens will offer a wide selection of Kitchens 
and accessories that are both affordable and of 
high quality.
Stephen Campbell, who operates SEC Joiners and 
builders, is a well-established business within the 
Oban area. With ten years’ experience in design and 
installation of kitchens. Stephen is well placed to offer 
advice. Together with his wife, Kathryn they decided to 
expand the kitchen aspect of the business hence the 
development of Original Kitchens.
The showroom features Crown Imperial which prides 
itself in offering value for money across their entire 
range of stunning quality fitted furniture. You too can 
add a touch of luxury to your Kitchen, bedroom or living 
area.

To compliment this range Neptune is a stunning 
collection of bespoke kitchens and interiors that are 
built to the highest quality using traditional materials.
This range incorporates bedroom, living, garden and 
bathroom furniture so you can complete your look 
which makes Neptune furniture a welcome addition to 
any home.
The concept behind Original Kitchens is to create a 
relaxed and welcoming atmosphere where customers 
are welcome to browse the showroom at their leisure.
With our many years of experience we are uniquely 
placed to offer project management of your individual 
kitchen development, existing kitchen refurbishments, 
home extensions or new build home.
Please feel free to call in and visit us at 8 Albany 
Terrace. We look forward to welcoming old and new 
customers alike.

All Electrical work undertaken
We carry out all types of work, domestic/

commercial from installing additional sockets 

Heating. Specialising in Kitchen and Bathroom 
upgrades.

Kenneth wishes the Team at Original Kitchen 
all the very best for the Future.

Morar House, Connel, Argyll PA37 1PA
Tel: 01631 710862  

Mobile: 07917 167477
Web: fergusonelectrical.co.uk



FW

24 SPORT Thursday 14 February, 2013 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY 
BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£1300

I enclose £1 for 20 crosses (tick box) The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, 
but you may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to 
abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this 
coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

Name ........................................................................

Address ....................................................................

 ..................................................................................

 ....................................Tel No. ..................................

Spot theSHINTY BALL

This week's nearest the ball 
winners, who each receive 

£25 are:

D MacNeil
Castle Bay, Isle of Barra

L Wilson
Taynuilt, Argyll

Please
tape your 

£1 coin 
here

Competition

All you have to do
We have removed the shinty ball from the 
photograph opposite.  Now look carefully at the 
position of the players and use your skill and 
judgement to place a cross at the exact point 
where you think the centre of the ball was.  You 
may have a maximum of 20 attempts on this 
coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must 
enter on separate coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will 
increase by £50 per week until it is won outright.  To 
win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must be in 
the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap 
the entry will be void. 

If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ 
prizes of £25 will be awarded.  When the jackpot is 
won, no other prizes will be awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your 
entry plus £1 per 20 attempts into a sealed 
envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head 

 by the same time.  
Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which 

are delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting 
cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.

The Company’s decision is final on all 
matters relating to the competition and no 

decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, 

the jackpot will be shared equally between all 
winning entries. Any decision regarding the  
awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.

The Company reserves the right to declare the 
competition null and void at any time, subject to 
its discretion and to make full refund of the price 
of the coupon to any person who has entered 
the competition at that time.

Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their 
immediate relatives and any person otherwise 
connected with the competition are ineligible to enter.

POOL

YOUTH FOOTBALL

Oban Saints youths 
results and fixtures 

LAST weekend’s results: 
Friendly - Dumbarton Riverside 
1, Under 14s 7. On target for 
Saints were Jay Cooper (3), 
Arik MacKechnie (3) and Owen 
Neilson. Under 15s, and Under 
16s had no games. Under 17s 0, 
Harmony Row 6.

13s no game; Under 14s no 
game; Under 15s v Drumchapel 
United; Lenzie Colts v Under 
16s.

Scottish Amateur Cup
5th round

Oban Saints 3
Burntisland United 2

THIS 5th round Fosters Scottish 

played at the fourth time of ask-
ing when the match was switched 
from Burntisland to Oban. 
The Fife team had three at-

tempts to get the game played, 
but these were all called off due 
to their pitch being unplayable 
and with the 6th and 7th rounds 
of the Scottish Cup already 
drawn it left secretary George 
Watson no option but to order the 
game to be switched to Oban. 

As if they had something 
to prove, Burntisland started 
the game at a whirlwind pace 
and showed their intentions 
when a great shot from James 
Woodhouse whistled past Daniel 
Cassells’ left hand post in the 

The home side were a bit slug-

and it was United who looked 
the better team.

Burntisland took the lead in the 
12th minute when Ben Couper 
got in front of Craig MacEwan at 
a free kick to head the ball home. 
This was a poor goal for Saints 
to lose at a set-piece.

Eventually the home side set-
tled down and got their passing 
game going, taking the game to 
their Fife opponents, and created 
a couple of chances, but they 

Craig Downie in outstanding 
form pulling off some great 
saves during the 90 minutes.

Arrears
The Oban side found them-

selves 2-0 in arrears in the 19th 
minute when they gave the ball 

Burntisland move carved open 
the home defence and Craig Mc-
Call was lurking at the back post 
to slide the ball home.

The home team looked to be in 
big trouble, and facing a moun-
tain to climb, but this squad 
never lies down and they came 
storming back and should have 
got on the scoresheet in the 23rd 

minute when the ball was played 
square across the goalmouth for 
Keith Millar, but he knocked the 
ball over the bar when it looked 
easier to score.

Saints had their tails up now 
and were putting the Burntisland 
rearguard under pressure but not 

keeper Craig Downie denied the 
home side with a great save.

The home side pulled a goal 
back two minutes before half 
time when Donald Campbell 
was unceremoniously upended 

Scott, who had a good game, no 
option but to point to the spot. 

Donald dusted himself down 
and slammed the ball home to 
make the half time score 2-1.

blocks at the start of the second 
half, but it was at the other end 
that Daniel Cassells had to make 

the ball round the post to deny 
United a third goal.

Burntisland sweeper Sean Marshall brings Donald Campbell down in the box, leaving referee John Scott no option but to point to the 
penalty spot. Donald scored from the resultant penalty kick.    Photo: Stephen Lawson

Saints battle 
through after 
losing two 
early goals
‘We played some good football 
and fully deserve to be in the 
last 32 of the competition’

Saints were pushing forward 
at every opportunity and drew 
level in the 51st minute when 
they were awarded a free kick 
on the right hand side. Willie 

who outjumped the visiting 
defence to head the ball home 
2-2 - game on.

The home side felt the match 
was there for the taking as the 
visitors seemed to tire as the sec-
ond half wore on, but again they 

in tremendous form saving a 
point blank header from Craig 
MacEwan, a pile driver from 
Eddie Swift and he smothered 
another chance from Donald 
Campbell.

The home side were playing 
some good one-touch football 

and were unlucky not to have 
taken the lead in the 68th minute 
when a Willie Gemmell pile-
driver crashed off the bar and 
was scrambled clear.

However, the third goal that 
Saints were desperately looking 
for arrived two minutes later 
when Donald Campbell was sent 
clear and this time the Saints 
front man made no mistake, 
thumping a great left foot shot in 
off the keeper’s left hand post to 
give the Oban side the lead for 

The homesters had several 
other good opportunies to kill 
the game off, but again that man 
Downie between the sticks for 
United denied the Saints strike 

the best was a save from Craig 
MacEwan with his legs.

With nothing to lose the visi-
tors pushed more men forward 
in attempt to get an equaliser 
that would take the game back to 
Burntisland, but by this time the 
Oban team had introduced Marc 
MacCallum and Jamie Graham 
to strengthen the defensive unit 
and shut up shop.

Entertaining
The Oban side played out time 

and in the end ran out 3-2 win-
ners in an entertaining Scottish 
Cup tie and a place in the last 32 
of the competition.

Manager Iain Jackson was 
happy with the football his team 
played, but not with the goals his 
team lost. He said: ‘We can’t be 
giving away goals like the ones 
we did today, they were both 
individual errors.

‘However, credit to the lads 

they knuckled down and fought 
back from 2-0 down. We played 
some good football on the day 
and fully deserve to be in the 
last 32 of the competition which 
started with nearly 700 teams.

‘The scoreline could, and 
should have been a lot better as 
we missed three or four great 
chances and their keeper had a 
string of brilliant saves’.

This Saturday Saints stay on 
Scottish Cup duty when they 
take on top Caledonian League 
side Cambusbarron Rovers in 
the 7th round of the competi-
tion. The Stirling team knocked 
Saints out of the cup last season, 
so this is a great chance to gain a 
bit of revenge. 

The game will be played at 
Glencruitten with a 2pm kick-
off.

THE Oban Filling Station Cup 
will have a new name engraved 
on it this year as Markie Dans 
‘A’ and the Lochavullin took 
full advantage of being the 
home sides in their respective 

Current league leaders and 
champions Markie Dans ‘A’ 
proved too strong for the Cellar, 
booking their place in the 

doubles matches.
The Cellar, having been the 

form team in recent weeks, will 
be disappointed in the manner 
of which their crown was so 
easily taken from them.

Lochavullin came through what 
can only be described as an 
ill-tempered clash against the 
Lancaster ‘A’. Despite twice 
being behind the Lochavullin 
eventually took control and 

March 14.
Results: Markie Dans ‘A’  

5, Cellar 1; Lochavullin  5 
Lancaster ‘A’ 2

Dans ‘B’  v  Lochavullin; 
Kelvin  v  Markie Dans ‘A’; 
Lancaster ‘A’  v  Lancaster ‘B’; 
Gluepot  v  Cellar; Claredon  v  
Lochnell

Player of the Year standings: 
1 Jim Muir - Markie Dans ‘A’; 
2 Barry Clark - Lancaster ‘A’; 3 
Geo Adam - Cellar; 4 Richard 
MacDougall - Lancaster ‘A’; 5 
Laura-ann Sneddon - Lancaster 
‘B’; 6 Gordon McKenzie 
- Cellar; 7 Mark MacDougall 

- Cellar; 9 Donnie MacLean 
- Lochnell; 10 Gerry Davies 
- Markie Dans ‘A’

Home advantage 
pays dividends in 
cup semi-finals

GOLF prospect Robert 
MacIntyre is to claim further 
international honours after being 

team competing in the 2013 
Boys Quadrangular in France.

The international tournament, 
to be held at the Pont Royal Golf 
Club, Provence, between March 
14 - 16, attracts some of the best 
junior golfers in the world.

While he has represented 
Scotland in the under-16 Boys 
Quadrangular, this will be Rob-

faces the top juniors from Italy, 
France and Sweden.

Big step up
The 16 year old said: ‘This is 

a big step up in competition for 
me, probably the biggest step I 
have had to make.

‘I know the French team will 
be strong, because they have 
two or three of the top juniors 
in Europe, but you never know 

OBAN Lorne are back in West 
Division 3 action this Saturday 
and are looking for revenge 
against promotion-chasing 
Uddingston at Glencruitten.

only defeat of the 2012/13 
season so far when the Green 
Machine found itself on the 
wrong end of a 27-12 scoreline 
last October.

A win could potentially lift 

in the table with two games in 
hand against current leaders 
Loch Lomond, who have a 
tricky home game against 
third-placed Isle of Arran. 

Oban Lorne versus Udding-
ston will kick off at 3pm.

Oban Ladies will also be in 
action this Sunday at home to 
Kirkcaldy with a 1pm kick off.

ETIVE Vikings hosted the 
latest round of the Dalriada 
Tournament in Taynuilt on 
Sunday, when more than 50 
youngsters took part.

Oban Lorne and Isle of 
Mull made up the three-team 

of 2013. The hosts won all their 
games on the day and were 
awarded with medals and 
Dalriada trophies. 

Argyll and Bute rugby devel-

said: ‘The standard of all the 
players has improved vastly 
since the start of the season, 
which is down to the hard work 
of the volunteer coaches.’

Mini Rugby sessions are 
held every week at local clubs 
as follows: Oban Lorne RFC, 
Sundays 1-2pm at Glencruitten; 
Isle of Mull RFC, Sundays, 
11am-12pm at Garmony; Etive 
Vikings RFC Wednesdays, 
6-7pm at Taynuilt Playing 
Fields.

FOOTBALL

Scotland cap Robert 
MacIntyre hopes to take 
excellent national form 
onto the international 
stage. t07bob01

YOUTH RUGBY
Green Machine 
back in action

RUGBY

Etive Vikings come 
out on top

GOLF
what squad will be there on the 
day.

‘I’m really chuffed to be called 
up but I will be quite nervous 
during the competition.

‘Whatever happens, it will be a 

Runner-up
Left-hander Robert was 

runner-up in the Scottish Boys 
Under-16s Stroke Play last year.

Scotland team for the Boys 
Quadrangular 2013: George 
Burns (Williamwood); Ewen 
Ferguson (Bearsden); Robert 
MacIntyre (Glencruitten); Bra-
dley Neil (Blairgowrie); Conor 
Syme (Dumfries & County); 
Alan Waugh (Cowglen). Re-
serve: Calum Hill (Tantallon).

The event format will be over 

singles matches (36 holes per 
day).

More international honours
for young Oban golfer NO SOONER had the equipment 

been packed away from another 
successful Coaching Champions 

sporting event looked set to be 
packed away for good.

The award-winning coaching 
festival that trains hundreds of 
volunteers in a variety of sports 
every year is the latest scheme 
to fall victim of Argyll and Bute 
Council’s proposed budget cuts.

The 2013 event, which took 
place in Oban on February 2 
and 3, trained 460 volunteers 
and was hailed a ‘great success’ 
by the council, only to be an-
nounced as a potential casualty 
in 2014 as savage cuts look set 
to be implemented at Kilmory 
today (Thursday).

Douglas Philand, lead council-
lor for sport, defended the deci-
sion, saying 1,500 people had 
been trained under the coaching 

years. 
He added: ‘As a non-statutory 

service within the council, we 

Flagship coaching event could be axed 
in council’s proposed budget cuts

have had to absorb reductions in 
budget, staff and investment, but 
this has made us more focused 
on partnership working. 

‘The ending of the coaching 
champions weekend will not 
stop sport growing in the area as 
the numbers who have been sup-
ported and trained will suggest. 

‘It will be important to reap-
praise the situation at a future 
date in order to prioritise if 
necessary the support organisa-
tions receive.’ 

‘Incomprehensible’
But the proposal to shelf 

Coaching Champions was 
described as ‘incomprehensible’ 
by opposition councillor Rory 
Colville.

‘This event gained a London 
Inspire Award in 2012 and the 
council papers acknowledge that 

-
ment,’ he said.

Nick Wesley, general manager 
of Atlantis Leisure, which hosted 
many of the events, said: ‘We 

are very proud to be involved in 
Coaching Champions. It is a very 
cost effective way of training 
volunteers and Atlantis coaching 

it being based here.
‘It means that more people 

get trained because it is a local 
event.’ 

Davie Buchanan, secretary of
Oban Saints AFC criticised the 
planned cut. Davie, who has 
volunteered with the club for 
more than 40 years, said: ‘I think 
this is a big mistake. Sports 
clubs, from football to shinty 
to swimming, are reliant on the 
volunteers who offer their time 
freely to develop sport in Argyll 
for the young people.

‘Coaching Champions has 
enabled this to happen for 
the last few years, equipping 
hundreds of volunteers with the 

to coach sport effectively.’

COACHING
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Fort need to pick 
up the pieces after 
defeat at Rothes

FORT WILLIAM

Graeme has top 
individual game

TEN PIN BOWLING

Lochaber rugby 
boys back in action

Weather
Thursday Light rain
 Winds moderate, west south westerly
 Temperatures 5C to 7ºC

Friday Cloudy
 Winds light, west south westerly
 Temperatures 4ºC to 7ºC.

Weekend Light rain
Outlook Winds moderate south easterly
 Temperatures 6ºC to 7ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig +0.25

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, February 14, 2013
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date   am    pm
Thur  02.16 0.7 08.04 4.0 14.35      0.9        20.09     3.7  
Fri  02.51 0.9 08.37 3.7 15.11      1.2        20.39     3.5
Sat  03.28 1.2 09.12 3.4 15.51      1.4        21.13      3.3
Sun  04.09 1.5 09.50 3.2 16.39      1.7        21.54     3.1
Mon  04.59 1.8 10.42 2.9 17.36 1.8         22.50     2.9
Tues  06.03 2.0 12.42 2.7 18.43 1.9 **.**      *.*
Wed  00.57 2.8 07.37 2.1 14.54 2.9 20.00      1.9
 Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

6

7

FRIDAY

The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with

9

LOCHABER Phoenix pocket 
dynamo Chris Bradley boxed 
superbly to take the North of 
Scotland Schoolboys Open 
Championship 46kg title last 

LOCHABER Rugby Club 
coaches are getting organised 
for the return of their young 
players following their eight-
week winter break. 

Mini rugby starts back at 
Banavie on Saturday from 
10am to 11.30am and the club 
is inviting boys and girls from 
P3 to S2 to give the game a try. 
All coaches at the club are SRU 
trained and disclosure checked.

Club membership secretary 
Pauline Donaldson said: ‘The 
club welcomes all parents who 
want to stay and wait for their 
children. The clubhouse is open 
where they can watch their child 
progress their rugby skills by 
waiting on the sidelines.’

Gordy MacKinnon foiled by Skye keeper Michael Nicolson in the first half - 20_f07fort02

West Highland Wheelers line up for the Winter Series race at Inchree.

Nevis Range winners Spean Bridge: left to right, 
Finlay Cameron, Alasdair Poll, Jochem Baak and Ben 
Fulford  f07ski2no

LOCHABER Leisure edged 
clear at the top of the Ali Young 
Indoor Premier League after 
defeating rivals Achintore FC 
2-0 in the Nevis Centre on 
Sunday night.

The Goon Squad consolidated 
their third place with a 6-2 win 
over Portowcy, while Ballachul-
ish were held to a 0-0 draw by 
Caol FC.

All Blacks moved up to 

HWEnergy No Stars and Old 
Codgers defeated bottom club 
AA Young by the same score.

LOCHABER RFC kick off 
again to Ross Sutherland on 
Saturday after a break for 
Scotland’s internationals against 
England and Italy.

RBS Caledonia League Div 
2 North has been split and 
with Lochaber now sitting in 
the bottom half the club aims 

will be on March 2.

REIGNING champions 
Newtonmore have been 
installed as early favourites to 
win the Orion Group Premier-
ship in 2013.

Fort William are third 
favourites on 5/1 to win the 
league, according to bookmak-
ers in the town, while Lochaber 
are joint fourth at 10/1.

Kinlochshiel and newly 
promoted Oban Camanachd 
currently have the longest odds 
of winning at 33/1.

TOP individual games this week 
came from Graeme Robertson 
of Splitheads with 192 scratch, 
247 handicap. Brian Stewart 
(Council) chipped in with a 171. 
Graeme Robertson also had the 
top two-game series with 314 
scratch, 424 handicap.

Top team games of the week 
were 573 scratch from Alleycats 
and 790 handicap from Council. 
The best scratch two-game team 
series was 1138 from Al-
leycats whilst the best handicap 
two-game series was 1524 from 
Splitheads.

The top individual scratch 
averages are held by Tony 
Whitelocke (Alleycats) with 
166, followed by Pam Weller 
(Alleycats) on 154 and Rossamy 
Wareing (Ardtoe/Nevis Radio) 
& Colin Pinkett (Council) 
sharing third on 147.

A SECOND half avalanche of goals saw Fort William beat Skye 
Camanachd 7-1 in a pre-season friendly at An Aird on Saturday.

unable to create many chances, with Skye keeper Michael Nicolson 
saving any shots that did come his way.

North division one side Skye had a chance to open the scoring 

Gordie MacKinnon to full forward.
MacKinnon grabbed four of Fort’s goals, while Ryan Campbell hit 

the back of the net twice. Alexander MacMillan also got on the score 
sheet, with Will Cowie netting a consolation for the islanders.

Magnificent seven for Fort William against Skye
SHINTY

Pocket dynamo: Chris 
Bradley is the new North 
of Scotland 46kg cham-
pion 20_f07boxing01

Chris takes 
North of 
Scotland title

Saturday at Aberdeen – despite 
moving up a weight.

His opponent was the reigning 
Scottish and British champion 
in the division, Byron ABC’s 
David Dalziel – who had beaten 
16 year-old Bradley previously.

In a bout fought at a blistering 
pace Chris had edged ahead by 
the third only to be caught by 
a bomb of a right hand and left 
hook, which physically lifted 
him off his feet.

But the Fort William lad, the 
Scottish and British champ 
at 38kg, showed incredible 

immediately with combinations 
to take the initiative, deservedly 
earning the judges’ verdict.

And Lochaber was celebrating 
again soon after when 15 year-
old James Aitchison outpointed 
Aberdeen’s Eddie Copland in his 

After a tactical two rounds 

but Aitchison came into his 
own in the last to show why 
he is unbeaten this season and 
precision right crosses ensured 

another title was coming back to 
the west.

13 year-old Robbie Hall, who 
was up against Kincorth ABC’s 
Conor McKenzie.

The boys had fought twice be-
fore, sharing a win apiece – and 
predictions of an even contest 
turned out to be spot on.

After two tight rounds, who 
had the greater stamina would 
prove crucial and Hall’s solid 
combinations proved just enough 
to edge the verdict 10-8.

Steve Docherty was delighted 
with two golds and a silver.

He told the Oban Times: ‘All 
three boys boxed well with Rob-
bie gaining great experience in 

‘Chris proved once again the 
quality we know he has with 
probably his best ever win and 
James is maybe the most im-
proved young boxer in Scotland 
this season with incredible pow-
ers of concentration.’  

Two golds and a silver for Lochaber 
Phoenix boxers in Aberdeen

RUGBY

INDOOR FOOTBAL

Leisure defeat 
rivals Achintore

MINI RUGBY

Youngsters start 
back after break

BOXING

‘More installed as 
early favourites

SHINTY

SPEAN Bridge Primary School 
has won the Nevis Range quali-

Series, organised by Snowsport-
scotland.

Finlay Cameron, Alasdair Poll, 
Jochem Baak and Ben Fulford 

level primary school category.  
Spean’s success came a day 

before Glencoe Mountain Ski 

the West of Scotland schools 
race.

A sunny day with a moderate 
westerly breeze greeted the 70 
racers to a course of 20 mixed 
slalom and grans slalom gates, 
set down a run known as Happy 
Valley. 

some great skiing was on show 
from both primary and second-
ary pupils. 

Oban High School A and B 
teams secured silver and bronze 
in the secondary category and 
the Nether Lochaber group of 
primaries claimed silver in the 
primary sections.

The winning schools 
were: Primary, entry level 
- Morrisons/Dalmally/St Fil-
lans Cooperative; Primary, 
experienced racers - Bearsden 
Primary; Secondary, entry level 
- McLaren High School, Stirling; 
Secondary, experienced racers 
- Bearsden Academy B Team.
With the Glencoe, Glenshee 

now complete there remains 
only one more qualifying race 
at The Lecht on 21st February 
when schools can qualify for the March 15.

SKIING

Spean slope off with the title

THE NEVIS Cycles-sponsored West Highland 
Wheelers Winter League visited the well-loved 
trails above Inchree on Sunday with Joe Barnes 

Joe came in well ahead of a closely fought battle 
for second place, in which Ewan Thorburn won 
out against Huw Oliver by just two seconds.

Gary MacDonald, the Kinlochleven trials bike 

of perspiring pursuers.
Fiona Beattie took the ladies race from Hannah 

Barnes to take a clear lead in the series.
Meanwhile, Roger Gibbins was walking his dog 

before the start, noticed the signage and decided 
to nip home for his bike - just showing that the 
Wheelers welcome all hardy souls!

Thanks go to the Dent family for a very well 
run event. Next round is at Duror on Sunday 24th 
February.

CYCLING

Wheelers visit trails above Inchree

FORT WILLIAM will 
endeavour to pick up the pieces 
against Inverurie Locos at 
Claggan Park on Saturday after 
losing 5-0 at Rothes last time 
out.

Now manager Danny Conlon 
has the task of preparing for 
Locos and must do without 
keeper Bell, whose is on loan 
from Saturday’s opponents. 
Striker Davie Forbes could 
also be missing through work 
commitments.

Conlon told The Oban Times: 
‘ We are still in shock about 
Saturday’s result – it does not 
give a true picture of the game.

‘All the players said at training 
last night (Monday) they had 
a really bad weekend. Now we 
have to try to get the heads back 
up.’

Follow us on 

facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes
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