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A MAN was found dead 
on Sunday near to the old 
television mast on a hill 
above Lerags, south of 
Oban.

Police said there were no 
suspicious circumstances 
surrounding the death of the 
43-year-old from Glasgow. 

A report has been sent to 

Man found 
dead near 
Lerags

RED-FACED island police 
were forced to let a drink-
drive suspect go - after they 
found themselves locked out 
of their own police station.

arrested 73-year-old Andrew 
Arnold from Dervaig on 
suspicion of being under 

driving a motor vehicle in the 
island’s capital, Tobermory 
- but when Mr Arnold was 
escorted the 20 miles to the 
island’s only alcohol testing 
station at Craignure the 

the police station door was 
locked and the keys could 
not be found.

With the nearest 
intoxometer in Oban, an 
hour away by ferry and 
no return ferry that day, 

no alternative other than 
to take the pensioner home 
and give him a stern verbal 
warning.

Chief Superintendent 
John Thomson, divisional 
commander with Strathclyde 
Police said: ‘This is an 
extremely disappointing 
matter that, put simply, 
should not have occurred. 

‘Drink driving is absolutely 
unacceptable whether it 
takes place in an urban or 
rural context. 

enquiry into all of the 
circumstances in an attempt 

can assure the public that it 
will not happen again.’

Drinks
A Tobermory insider said: 

‘The old boys enjoy a few 
drinks at lunchtime. 

‘None of them are ever 
drunk, but some of them 
are probably over the limit 
when they leave.’

Mr Arnold, who settled on 
Mull about 40 years ago, 
runs a bed and breakfast 
with his wife at Dervaig in 
the north of the island, some 
20 miles from Tobermory.

The couple did not wish to 
comment, saying only: ‘This 
story is a dead duck – we do 
not wish to make any other 
comment on it.’

Mull councillor Gordon 
Chalmers was keen to point 
out that drink driving was 
unacceptable on the island. 

He said: ‘The real issue 
is - we do not want drink 
drivers on Mull. 

‘As many people will 

convicted of drink-driving 
two years ago, letting down 
myself, my family and the 
people who elected me. 

‘My shame and 
embarrassment are barely 
less now than then and will 
live with me for a long time 
to come. 

‘People should learn from 
my stupid misjudgement- it 
is just not possible to have a 
liquid lunch or a couple of 
pints after work and be sure 
you are safe and legal on the 
road.

‘Notwithstanding the 
details of this case, people 
must get the message - drink 
drivers on the island will be 
prosecuted.’

A Strathclyde Police 

breath-test a 73-year-old 
man because of ‘unforeseen 
circumstances’.

REPORT by 
LOUISE LEE

llee@obantimes.co.uk

Clunk
- click, 
locked out 
own nick!
Island police have to let suspect 
go after door key problems

AN OBAN man will cycle 
from London to Paris to 
raise money for Kidney 
Research UK as his way 
of saying thank you to an 
anonymous donor who gave 
his wife back her life.

David Turnbull will climb 
into the saddle in June 2010 
to raise money after his wife 
went through a life-saving 
transplant.

The Oban train driver is 
tackling the mammoth 300-
mile trip after his wife was 
diagnosed with polycystic 
kidney disease but received 
a life-saving kidney 
transplant from someone 
she had never met. 

Eilidh Turnbull said: 
‘Almost four years ago my 
health started to deteriorate 

tired, physically sick and 
lethargic. 

what was wrong as my 
father, who had a very 
successful transplant 30 
years ago and my brother, 
who had an operation three 
years ago, both suffer with 
this condition.’

Mum-of-one Eilidh then 
started an arduous round 
of three times weekly 
kidney dialysis and hospital 
treatments. She spent 

much of her time travelling 
between Oban and Glasgow 
or Oban and Fort William.

‘On December 6, 2008 

following day. The kidney 
donor, as ever, remained 
anonymous.

felt better.’
David, a member of North 

Argyll Cycle Club, said: 

suffering and not be able to 

do anything about it.

and lose some weight but 
we were devastated when 

candidate. Thankfully, after 
a relatively short period of 
time, another donor came 
forward.

‘Completing this cycle ride 
is giving something back. 

do something in return. 

for the trip myself.’
To help David, visit his 

fund-raising page at www.
kidneyresearchukevents.
org/DavidTurnbull

Cyclist David Turnbull and his wife Eilidh believe they owe her life to an anonymous donor 16_t-7kidney02

Paris by pedal power to say thank you

LOCH Awe’s Lochwatch scheme is 

1 at Cruachan Power Station Visitor 
Centre, in time for the start of the trout 

More than 45 residents from around 
the loch have signed up to be spotters 
for any incidents unfolding on the 
loch.

The hope is that such a voluntary 
scheme will help to prevent any 
further tragedies on the inland loch 
like that of last year, when four men 
from Glasgow drowned while making 
their way across the loch in thick fog 
at night. A number of the volunteers 

will report incidents while on the loch 

and if, safe to do so, attend the scene 
of an incident. All the volunteers are 
being co-ordinated by Donald Wilson 
at Loch Awe Boats.

As well as volunteers, representatives 
of the emergency services and local 
politicians, some of who have been 
involved in setting up the scheme, are 
expected to be at the launch.

Award winning Oban Times reporter Lousie Lee with MSP Fergus Ewing

Highland Airways is in 

potential backer to secure the 

A spokesman said: ‘We are 

go through and it will save the 

work very closely with Argyll 
and Bute Council to make sure 
there is no disruption to services 
to the islands.’ 

between Oban, Coll, Tiree and 
Colonsay, in addition to several 
other north-based routes, 

announced last month it was 

a period of severe weather. 

bookings beyond the end of 
February, but hopes to be able 
to re-open bookings for March 
imminently. 

Their spokesman added: 

‘Anyone who has got an existing 
booking beyond February 
should consider it safe. 

‘We want to thank everyone 
for their help and support; we 
have received lots of messages 
of support from our customers 
telling us how important the 
services are to them.’ 

Councillors
to set budget
and Bute Council millions 
will be debated at a meeting 
of all councillors today, 
(Thursday).

Learning disabilities 
charities concerned at 
proposed cutbacks have 
asked permission to address 
the meeting. Neighbourhood 
Networks and the Learning 
Disability Alliance Scotland 
hope to get the chance to 
talk.  However, a council 
spokeswoman said services 
for people with learning 
disabilities would get an 
extra £1 million in the budget 
settlement and the same 
support could be provided in 
more cost-effective ways.  

West Highland 
Line is best

Press ball boosts 
charity funds

THE WEST Highland 
Line, linking Mallaig to 
Glasgow, has been voted 
top rail journey in the world 
by readers of Wanderlust 

recognised as one of the UK’s 
most scenic rail routes. 

were two Peruvian rail 
journeys; the Cuzco to 
Puno line and the Cuzco 
to Macchu Picchu line. 
The mighty Trans-Siberian 
came in fourth just beating 

Press Ball. 
Riding for the Disabled, the Kidney 

Patients’ Association, Health and Happiness 

Point will all share the funds raised. 
Reporter Louise Lee of The Oban Times 

said she was ‘absolutely chuffed to bits’  to 
be presented with the Jim Love Memorial 
Trophy as Reporter of the Year at the 
prestigious ball held in Nairn last weekend. 
She said her success was down to readers 

you great stories and having a great editorial 
team.’ 

West Highland Free Press photographer 
Willie Urquhart received the top honour, 
being named Journalist of the Year for the 

HONDA DEALERS
ARE EASY TO FIND

FOUND IT

Helensburgh Honda
101-103 East Clyde Street 
Helensburgh G84 7PJ
01436 675777
www.helensburghhonda.co.uk
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Thriving
community
will no longer 
attract young 
families if 
the school is 
closed

Lochmaddy
parents
voice anger
Community unite over 
theatened school closure
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The impact of the banking crisis and the recession will 
affect all our lives for many years ahead, and the pres-

Council budgets under pressure over many years it is not 
surprising that some are now looking at potential savings 

School closures do have a demoralising impact on 
communities, and many would argue that the loss of a 

no budget for improvements, children deserve, and must 

and industry, and to sustaining communities, and with ef-
fecient transport children should have the opportunities 

 Ailean Caimbeul  (Allan Campbell )
ailean@obantimes.co.uk
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OVER last weekend, police 
in Oban arrested three men 
for separate cases of alleged 
disorder and violence.

One man was held in 
custody and appeared at 
Oban Sheriff Court on 
Monday, charged with 
causing a disturbance at an 
address in Soroba, Oban, at 
9.20pm on Sunday.

Another two men are 
subjects of reports to the 

separate incidents at Station 
Square.

One man has been charged 
with an alleged breach of 
the peace, which happened 
at 2.15am on Saturday 
morning, while another is 
charged with an alleged 
assault at the same place 24 
hours later.

FIREFIGHTERS on Mull 
were called to deal with a 

Friday.
It is believed that the 

driver of the car, who was 
not injured, accidentally 
set the vehicle alight as he 
attempted to top up the oil 
level.

Three arrests 
after town 
disorder

Mull

A FOOTBRIDGE providing 
a shorter, pedestrian route 
from Soroba housing estate 
in Oban to Drummore road 
is to be replaced, with work 
starting next week.

No access
The £820,000 new struc-

ture has been commissioned 
by Argyll Community Hous-
ing Association (ACHA) 
and should be open by the 
end of March this year.

Until work is complete, 
four weeks from Monday 

February 15, there will 
be no public access to the 
bridge.

Road closures
There will also be some 

night  t ime closures of 
Drummore Road, when the 
old bridge will be removed 
and the new bridge put in 
place.

Plans of the long-awaited 
new bridge will be available 
to see in Soroba’s commu-
nity centre with details on 
the closures and work in a 

newsletter. 
Contractors Carillion will 

be on site from 7.30am to 
6pm apart from the odd 
night-time shift and night-
time operations on Saturday 
February 27 from 9.30pm to 
5.40pm on Sunday February 
28; 9.30pm on Saturday 
March 20 to 5.40pm on 
Sunday March 21 and from 
9.30pm the same day to 
7.45am on Monday March 
22.

ACHA chief executive 

Alastair MacGregor said 
although access to all lo-
cal estate roads would be 
maintained for the rest of 
the work, these two occa-
sions would require the 
overnight closure of Drum-
more Road.

Minimise disturbance 
‘Our aim is obviously 

to minimise disturbance 
to the residents of Soroba 
throughout the duration of 
these works, and a great deal 
of work has already gone in 

to ensuring that this is the 
case,’ he added.

‘Modern, silenced equip-
ment will be used whenever 
it can be, and access will be 
maintained as and when re-
quired where at all possible. 
Despite these efforts, there 
is unfortunately bound to 
be some disruption to local 
residents during the works. 

‘But I hope they will bear 
with us in the knowledge 
that what they will have at 
the end of it is a modern, 

state of the art footbridge,’ 
he said.

Argyll and Bute Council’s 
spokesperson for transpor-
tation and infrastructure 
Councillor Duncan Mac-
Intyre said: ‘I am delighted 
that this work is now being 
done and I am sure the new 
structure will be an enor-
mous improvement on the 
existing bridge.’

Once completed, owner-
ship of the new bridge will 
pass to the council. 

Soroba’s new £820,000 footbridge work gets underway

KENNACRAIG’S link span 
is out of action and the Islay 
ferry is having to use the slip-
way to load and unload after 
the MV Isle of Arran collided 
with the pier on Saturday 
morning.

Marine Accident 
Investigation Board 
inspectors have been 
examining the ship, with 
mechanical failure given as 
a likely cause.

The accident happened as 
the ship was coming into 
Kennacraig and she struck 
the inside edge of the link 
span with her bow causing 
damage to the ship’s bow 
visor.  The vessel was able 
to make her own way to dry 
dock at Greenock, where 
she was due to go this week 
for her winter overhaul and 
inspection.

‘Once she is berthed and 
the dock drained we will 
be able to fully assess the 
damage,’ said a spokesman 
for Caledonian MacBrayne.

‘There were 14 passengers, 

commercial vehicles on 

The MV Hebridean Isles is now running solo on the Kennacraig-Islay route and hav-
ing to use the slip to load and disembark when at Kennacraig. 0_c07ken01

MV Isle of Arran’s bow collided with the link span, 
causing damage not only to the structure but also to 
pipes alongside; a portion of concrete at the base was 

torn up by the impact. 0_c07ken03

disembarked through the 
stern; there were no injuries.

‘Reports of passengers 
being evacuated are 
somewhat exaggerated. Once 
the vessel had berthed on the 
adjacent slip, they simply 
walked off and continued 
with their journeys. All took 
place calmly with no fuss.’

Engineers from Halcrow 
arrived at Kennacraig on 
Monday to assess damage to 
the pier.

Regular passengers on the 
Islay run have expressed 
concern  that in poor weather 
the Kennacraig slip might 
not be useable and the Islay 
ferry would have to sail to 
and from Oban.

Islay ferry collides with 
link-span at Kennacraig

A MAN who struck another 
man twice on the head with 
a hammer has been jailed at 
Oban Sheriff Court for 21½ 
months.

Harry Kusz, aged 29, 
whose address was given as 
Gateside Prison, Greenock, 
pled guilty to the assault to 
injury which left his victim 
collapsed in a common close 
at 11 Miller Road on Septem-
ber 13 last year.

All-day party 
The court heard that the 

victim and Kusz, Kusz’s 

brother had all been to an 

close.
Kusz and his girlfriend had 

left but she had then received 
a call from her brother saying 
he had been assaulted by the 
other man over a £160 drug 
debt.

Kusz’s girlfriend asked 
Kusz to go and get her broth-
er from the party.

Procurator Fiscal Craig 
Harris said: ‘As he arrived, a 
number of people, including 
[the victim] were outside in 
the common close having a 
cigarette. The victim was sit-
ting on the close stairs. 

A lot of blood 
‘Mr Kusz then produced 

a hammer and struck [the 
victim] twice on the head. 
Mr Kusz then ran out of the 
close and away.’

He said the assaulted man 
had initially got to his feet 
and taken a couple of steps 
but fell to the ground.

‘Witnesses described quite 
a lot of blood being around,’ 
said Mr Harris.

The man was taken to hos-
pital and had three stitches 
put in a 2½ cm cut and an-
other 1½ cm cut glued.

Defence agent Murray 
McAuley, Coatbridge, told 
the court that his client had 
‘no recollection of the inci-
dent due to intoxication’.

‘He has no recollection 
and accepts the statements 
provided by independent 
witnesses to the incident 
which indicate that Mr Kusz 
sustained the assault on [the 
victim] as narrated,’ said Mr 
McAuley.

He pointed out that his cli-
ent had been in custody since 
September 15 last year and 
asked the sheriff to consider 
putting him on probation to 
help him deal with alcohol 
misuse and anger manage-
ment problems, despite the 
fact he had breached proba-
tion orders in the past.

Sheriff Douglas Small told 
Kusz he had gone to the close 
‘armed with a hammer’ and 
that he was fortunate his vic-
tim had ‘not sustained more 
serious injuries’.

Jailing Kusz, who also 
pled guilty to breaching bail, 
Sheriff Small backed dated 
sentence to September 15 
2009.

Man is 
jailed
after Oban 
hammer
attack
Accused had ‘no recollection of 
the incident due to intoxication’

A 37-YEAR-old man and a 
25-year-old woman appeared 
in private last Thursday at 
Oban Sheriff Court on charg-
es of assault and robbery at an 
Oban hotel on February 3.

Angus MacDougall, of no-

also charged with breaching 
a non-harassment order.

His co-accused, Sophie 
MacColl, 2E Corran Brae, 
Oban, was also charged with 
making threats to a member 
of staff at Oban Police 

within a police cell and two 
charges of assaulting a police 

Neither made any plea 
or declaration and were 
remanded in custody for 
further examination.

Man and 
woman on 
assault and 
robbery
charges

A NEW law clearing the way 
for new marine protection 
areas and greater protection 
for seals has been broadly 

-
sations.

The Marine Bill, 
introducing a new marine 
planning system, was 
approved last week by the 
Scottish Parliament. 

Speaking after the 
vote, Richard Lochhead, 
environmental secretary, 
hailed it as a momentus day 
for Scotland’s seas. 

He said: ‘Our seas are 
home to some of the world’s 
most precious wildlife 
and stunning habitats, and 
support tens of thousands of 
jobs by powering our nation 
through wind and wave. 

‘This new framework will 
ensure that our seas continue 
to oil our economy and put 
food on our tables, however 
new challenges such as 
climate change require new 
approaches.’

The Scottish Fisherman’s 
Federation welcomed the 
new bill but warned: ‘There 
must be full consultation 

regards to the introduction of 
marine conservation zones to 

grounds that many coastal 
communities depend upon.

by no means incompatible 
with the needs of the marine 
environment - the Scottish 
industry works every day to 
demonstrate that.’

Welcome
The Scottish Sea Angling 

Conservation Network, 
which wants a marine 
protection area to be 
established in the Sound of 
Mull, also welcomed the 
bill.

A spokesman said: 
‘Hopefully this will set 
the foundation for the 
regeneration of Scotland’s 
seas and a consequent 
improvement in the quality of 
the sea angling experience.’

A new licensing system 
on shooting seals will be 
introduced as well as tougher 
penalties and year-round 
restrictions.

An amendment to take 

away from local authorities 
was defeated. 

Marine
bill
clears
vital
hurdle

TARBERT Academy could 
lose its secondary school 
if Argyll and Bute Council 
has to make savage cuts to 
its education spending in 
coming years.

But the council says it has 
no plans to close Tarbert 
Academy or any other 
school in 2010-11.

Leaked document
A secret proposal to close 

the secondary school has 
been distributed amongst 

at the council; it had been 

week news of the document 
leaked out.

Today (Thursday) Argyll 
and Bute Council meets to 

one of its toughest round of 
spending cuts ever. 

This is being done amidst 
warnings that the next two 
years could be even more 
drastic and closing the 
secondary section at Tarbert 
is among those suggestions 

for the future. Councillor 
Anne Horn, Mid Argyll, 
said she was surprised to 
hear of the proposal to 
merge Tarbert Academy 
secondary department with 
Lochgilphead Campus.

‘I will do everything in my 
ability to protect the status 
of Tarbert Academy,’ she 
said.

Peter Minshall, who chairs 
Tarbert Academy’s school 
council, said this week: 
‘Tarbert Academy is now 
well recognised nationally 
as an educational institution 
producing the epitome of 
a good, solid and holistic 
education for our children 
– to interfere with that 
position is to betray the next 
generation.’

Jim Mather MSP for 
Argyll and Bute said he 
was surprised to learn of 
any suggestion of a merger 
and would prefer to see 
savings made elsewhere.
‘The SNP government 
was elected on a manifesto 

commitment to introduce 
a legislative presumption 
against closure of rural 
schools and to tighten the 
regulations for any proposal 
to close schools; the SNP 
government has passed 
legislation to that effect,’ he 
said.

‘With the support of my 
SNP colleagues I will do 
everything in my power to 
protect the status of Tarbert 
Academy.’

A council spokeswoman 
said there were no plans to 
close schools in the coming 

‘There is no proposal in 
the 2010/2011 budget to 
close Tarbert Academy or 
any other school. 

‘Budgetary pressures over 
the following two years 
will require the council to 
review every aspect of its 
service provision, including 
the school estate. 

‘That process will begin 
within the next few months,’ 
she added.

Council denies rumours of 
Tarbert Academy closure

HIGHLANDS and Islands 
Enterprise (HIE) is to re-
organise its staff, shedding 
between 30 and 45 jobs. 

William Roe, chairman, 
said this week the agency 
would reduce its workforce 
by around 10 per cent by 
the end of March, without 
compulsory redundancies. 

Mr Roe added: ‘By 
reorganising our workforce 
we can reduce our overheads 
and target more of our budget 
into direct investment in 
ambitious businesses and 
communities across all parts 
of the Highlands and islands, 
including our most fragile 
areas.’ 

Highlands and Islands 
Labour MSP Peter 
Peacock said he feared the 
organisation was being ‘run 
down’ by funding cuts.  

‘These further job losses 
come on top of very 

a couple of years ago,’ he 
said.

The agency, which has 
a turnover of £87 million, 
employs 15 at its Fort 

staff work in Lochgilphead. 

Highlands
enterprise
agency to 
cut jobs

Oban Times
NEWS DESK 
01631 568060

CUAN Sound has proved to 
be much shallower than previ-
ously believed and Argyll and 
Bute Council is making plans 

link.
Controversial plans to secure 

a permanent road between 
Luing and Seil have risen high 

on the council’s agenda after a 
sea bed (hydrographic) survey 
showed that the depth in the 
sound was not as deep as had 
long been believed.

A spokeswoman for Argyll 
and Bute Council said: ‘The 
hydrographic survey has 
recently been completed for 

most of Cuan Sound. ‘There 
are depths of around 36 metres 
immediately to the north of 
the ferry crossing.  However, 
a possible location for a 
causeway has a maximum 
depth of 22 metres, shelving 
fairly quickly on either side to 
around six metres.

‘We are currently undertaking 
some work to establish general 
costs for a causeway. This 
should be completed within 
the next few weeks.

‘We will of course share all 
relevant information with the 
Fixed Link Action Group in 
due course.’

SEAFOOD manufactuers have the 

a free SALSA (Safe And Local Supplier 
Approval) training seminar for local 
seafood manufacturers in the Oban area 
at Connel.

Richard Wardell, training and ac-

‘The SALSA scheme is designed to 
offer local seafood manufacturers a 
standard that is accepted by UK food 
buyers. It delivers tangible food safety 
improvements for both suppliers and 
buyers and can improve your business 

The free training seminar will provide 
-

tion scheme, analyse the content of the 
standard and highlight some of the po-

The seminar is free of charge and will 
will take place at the Falls of Lora Hotel 
in Connel, on Wednesday March 10.

For further information, or to book 
your free place, please contact Ri-
chard Wardell, r_wardell@seafish.

Adviser on 01472 252322 or 07590 
774878

Training seminar 
for local seafood 
manufacturers

OBAN
Commercial and Domestic
No job too big or too small

• Deep Hygiene Kitchen Cleans

• Ovens & Utensils

• Canopies and Extraction Systems to HVCA TR 19

• Conservatory  and home valeting, Gutters & Down pipes

• Carpets and Upholstery including mattresses and curtains

• Dry Steam Cleaning and Vacuuming Services

• Drain Unblocking 

• Window cleaning to heights of 75ft

• Wheelie Bins cleaned:   ONCE P/M £3   TWICE P/M £5

Argyll Cleaning Solutions can offer you
• Competitive Quotes

• A monthly payment plan tailored to 
your own requirements

• Domestic & Commercial Maintenance

Telephone James for your free quote
01631 567448
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Strachur Memorial Hall bids to go green with new bio-mass heating system
A VILLAGE hall is to get a 
green make-over, cutting fuel 
bills and carbon emissions. 

Waste timber 
Strachur Memorial Hall is 

swapping unpredictable oil 
prices with a cheaper fuel 
available all around the vil-
lage.

‘The argument is we live 

within a great big forest,’ said 
David Fiddes, a member of the 
hall committee. 

‘There’s lots of waste timber 
around and everyone thought it 
was a good idea to use it.’ 

The plan to install a biomass 
boiler at the popular com-
munity hall, which attracts 
more than 1,000 bookings a 

year, came from a community 
survey in 2008 which showed 
people were concerned about 
a sustainable future for the 
village and its facilities. 

Investing in the new heating 
system will cut the hall’s an-
nual fuel bills substantially and 
Community Energy Scotland 
has already agreed to fund 

75 per cent of the installation 
costs.

£10,000
The community will contrib-

ute around £10,000 and the hall 
committee has also applied for 
LEADER funding to help as-
sist with the balance. 

Last week, the hall committee 
was given planning permission 

for the new heating system and 
a fenced area around it. 

Mr Fiddes said if funding 
for the heating project was 
secured, the new boiler could 
be in place in the hall as early 
as April, with fuel coming from 
community-owned woodchip 
plant, Our Power in Cairndow, 
just 11 miles away. 

A FORMER Oban chief 
inspector has been promoted 
to the rank of chief superin-
tendent, responsible for com-
munity safety and criminal 
justice.

David Stewart, aged 44, 
has 26 years’ service with 
Strathclyde Police, including 
two years as chief inspector 
in Oban.

During that time he lived 
with his wife Gillian and 
their three children in 
Taynuilt, and is still a regular 
visitor to the village and the 
area.

He still regards his time 
working in Oban and Argyll 
as the most enjoyable in his 
long policing career.

He still lives in southern 
Argyll.

Former
police
chief
inspector
promoted

LORN Environment Action 
Forum (LEAF) will meet on 
Wednesday February 17 in 
the community room at Oban 
Fire Station, starting at the 
new time of 6.30pm. 

The new start time is to 
accommodate members who 
have ferries to catch or who 
work in Oban and can then 
come straight to the meeting 

A revised draft constitution 
has been circulated and 
it is hoped to conclude 
discussions about the 
constitution at the start of the 
meeting.

between Seil and Luing 
and the formation of 
new sub-groups will be 
discussed before a talk by 
Mark Steward the marine 
and coastal development 
manager for Argyll and Bute 
Council.

His talk will be on the 
coastal management of 
Loch Etive and Loch Fyne, 
an initiative by the council. 
The meeting will last for 

LEAF to 
meet in 
Oban

Cash thief 
admonished
A THIRTY-two-year-old man 
who stole money from a car 
wash machine at Oban Filling 
Station, Soroba Road, Oban, 
has been admonished at Oban 
Sheriff Court.

Brian McGovern, aged 32, 
Turnstone, Polvinister, Oban, 
had previously admitted 
taking £253 in 2008, which 
was then fully repaid.

Sentence had been deferred 
from January last year for him 
to be of good behaviour.

A HELICOPTER engineer 
came close to being ground-
ed after admitting driving at 
60mph in a 30mph speed 
limit.

Speed check
Tw e n t y - e i g h t - y e a r -

old Jamie Colewell was 

caught when travelling 
south through the village 
of Kilninver, which has a 
school on the roadside, on 
July 13 last year by police 

checks.
Colewell’s defence agent 

Gordon Seaton said his 
client had been driving his 

‘There are a number of 
bends near Kilninver and 
there are some warning 
signs of the 30mph limit but 
it is a village that you come 

across relatively quickly.
Summer holidays 

‘He was in cruise control 
and didn’t realise he was 
coming into Kilninver; it was 
just a loss of concentration 
by Mr Colewell at that time,’ 
said Mr Seaton, adding that 

it had been the summer 
holidays so there were no 
children in the school.

He said Colewell, who 
drove 25,000 miles a year, 
had previously been in the 
RAF but now worked for 
Bristow’s in Aberdeen, 

four days on, four off,  and 
needed his licence to get to 
and from work.

Sheriff Douglas Small 
told Colewell, Glen Lonan 
Cottage, Glen Lonan, near 
Oban: ‘Normally I would 
disqualify someone for 

driving at this speed at this 
particular place but in your 
case there are circumstances 
that make it possible for me 
not to disqualify you.’

his licence.

Helicopter engineer keeps driving licence after speeding through Kilninver

CHILDREN and staff at the 
Little Learners Nursery at 
Dunstaffnage have much 
to smile about after receiv-
ing a glowing report from 
inspectors.

Care Commission 
inspectors gave the 
Argyll College-linked 

star rating, commenting 
on the staff’s ‘warm and 

caring relationships’ with 
the children and that the 
children were motivated and 
interested in their activities.

And last week both the 
staff and the children were 

delighted to receive their 
new purple uniforms, polo 
shirts and sweatshirts with 
the nursery logo, showing 
that the nursery is part of 
Argyll College.

Staff and children at Little Learners Nursery give the thumbs up to an exemplary inspection report and to their 
new uniforms. 07_t07little01

Little learners gains six-star rating

TWENTY new homes are to 
be constructed in the village 
of Connel, near Oban, after 
Argyll and Bute Council 
planners gave the go ahead 
last week. 

Building company M 
& K MacLeod applied in 
September 2008 to create 
16 detached homes and 

Connel site. 
Councillors passed the 

plans in April 2009, but 
formal planning permission 
was only granted recently 
after access issues were 

resolved with planners. 
An old railway bridge, 

part of the old Ballachulish 
branch line, will have to 
be demolished to provide 
access to the site which is 
situated between Deirdre 

Eight nearby residents 
objected to the plans at the 
time of the application, 
many raising concerns 
about road safety, access to 
the site and the back road to 
Oban becoming crippled by 

Other objections included 

the number of houses on the 
site and disturbance to bats 
living in the old bridge. 

But Harry Powell, a long-
standing member of Connel 
Community Council, said 
housing was in short supply 
in the immediate area, so 
villagers were generally 
in favour of the new 
development.

‘One of the reasons for 
wanting more affordable 
houses in particular was to 
save our little school – we 
need more families coming 
in,’ he said. 

Twenty new 
homes for 
Connel get 
planning
approval
Affordable housing could save village school

A NEW Year’s drinking bout 
led to a court appearance 

man.
Oban Sheriff Court heard 

last week that Mark Reilly, 
aged 42, had drunk around 
three-quarters of a bottle 
of vodka when in the early 
hours of New Year’s Day 

partner and shouting and 
swearing at her.

Police were called and 
when he was asked to step 
outside to discuss matters, 
he became abusive, was 
arrested and had to be 
restrained.

He continued to be abusive 
on the journey to the police 
station, spitting in the rear 
of the police vehicle, and at 
the station.

Reilly, whose address was 
given in court as Dunrigh, 
Croft Road, Oban, admitted 
breaching the peace on 
January 1 2010 at an address 
in Oban and resisting arrest.

Defence agent Stephen 
Macleod said Reilly had 
‘over-indulged’ in alcohol 
and his behaviour was 
unacceptable.

breaching the peace and 
£375 for resisting arrest.

Oban man 
fined after 
New Year row

CHILDREN at Achaleven Primary School, Connel, held a 
non-uniform day for charity last month. 

They raised an impressive £80 for the Dalmally-based 
charity Mary’s Meals. 

raise funds for the children caught up in the recent Haiti 
earthquake.

Achaleven dresses down for charity

LIGHTING on Oban’s es-
planade in the care of Argyll 
and Bute Council will not be 

replacement.
Local businessmen 

complained about the quality 
of lighting on Oban’s sea front 
but the council has said it has 

no duty to replace the lighting. 
Despite all the lights being out 
– bar one.

The businessmen said that 
in some places there was 
barely enough light to read the 

A spokeswoman for the 
council said: ‘This lighting 

complied with all relevant 
regulations at the time it 
was installed nine years 
ago. Therefore any legal 
requirements are met. 
  ‘It is only at the point that we 
choose to change the lighting 
that whatever replaces it must 
meet the current regulations.’

The council is responsible for 

on the Esplanade, the others 
are in the care of Scotland 
Transerv and will be upgraded 
later this year. The minimum 
requirement for lighting is 

previously reported.

STEPHEN Kelly, aged 45, 
40 Achlonan, Taynuilt, was 

Court last week after admit-
ting stealing four cans of 
alcohol and a sandwich from 
an Oban store on September 
11 last year.

Taynuilt man 

A GROUP of youngsters 
who are members of a climb-
ing club at Atlantis Leisure 
are appealing to the sports 
centre’s management to keep 
the climbing wall.

Neil Matheson, chairman 
of Oban Community 
Enterprise, which runs the 
centre, says there are no 
plans to remove the wall, 
but climbing club members 
and their parents have been 
led to believe otherwise.

Anna Bain, aged nine, said: 
‘I am part of the climbing 
club and I think it is a great 
thing.’

She decided to run a 
campaign and gather 
signatures from those who 
want to keep the wall.

‘I heard that the climbing 
wall was coming down,’ she 
said. ‘It would be sad if it 
wasn’t there. We get to hang 
out with our friends and get 
to play lots of games on it.’

Joe Milarvie, also nine, 
said: ‘I think the climbing 
wall is great. I had my name 
on a  waiting list for months 
to join the club, so it must 
be popular.’

Anna and others have 
since managed to gather 
more than 120 signatures 
from other children in the 
Oban and Lorn area.

The ‘Save Our Wall’ 
campaign states: ‘Atlantis 
Leisure is going to take 
away the climbing wall and 
replace it with a soft play 
area. We are part of the 
Atlantis Leisure Climbing 
Club and we would like to 
keep it. If you would too, 
please sign here:’.

Anna says she will 
present the signatures to the 
manager of the centre with 

the message: ‘Don’t take the 
climbing wall away because 
this many people want to 
keep it.’

Mr Matheson said: ‘We are 
going through an on-going 

at areas to make them better, 
improve them or make them 
more customer friendly.’

He said no changes would 
be made without doing 
some customer research 
and getting feedback but 
admitted that a number of 
people had been asking for 
improvements to the soft 
play area.

‘We are looking at all sorts 
of things and included in 
that is potential for a soft 
play area but if we do go 
ahead it will be part of a 
package not an entity on its 
own,’ he added.

He said the management 
board was not even at the 
stage of talking to planners 
or doing any drawings.

‘The whole of Atlantis is a 
community facility offering 
a range of facilities so we 
want to keep them as diverse 
and attractive as possible.’

‘I had my 
name on a
waiting list 
for months to 
join the club, 
so it must be 
popular.’

Anna Bain with her campaign signatures and friends 
from the climbing wall club. 15_t07wall01

‘Save Our Wall’ says young climbing club
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Donations of furniture, bric-a-brac and small items are always welcome
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All donations are greatly appreciated - Charity No. SC041044

OBAN Lifeboat was launched in the early hours of Sunday 
morning to carry a pregnant woman from Mull to Oban.

The lifeboat launched at 4am, with the crew accompanied 
by two ambulance men.

 On the return journey the midwife and the woman’s 
husband were also aboard.

about to occur were soon dispelled when the mother-to-be 
was able to walk off the lifeboat in to the waiting ambulance 
which took her to Lorn adn Islands Hospital.Children at Achaleven Primary School have been getting their binoculars and notebooks out to take part in a national survey of birdlife. They 

enjoyed the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) Big School’s Birdwatch, collecting information about what birds visited the 
school garden, so much that they counted the birds that visited their gardens at home. The data about the number and variety of birds spotted 

is used to monitor different species and identify those which need conservation. The birdwatching was even more fun this year thanks to the 
binoculars purchased through the Tesco vouchers for schools scheme.

Watching the birdies at Achaleven school

A MAN has been placed on 
the Sex Offenders’ Register 
pending sentence for inde-
cently assaulting a woman in 
an Oban store.

Oban Sheriff Court heard 
last week that Hugo Martins, 
aged 27, worked alongside 
the woman in a town store 
and had started to make ‘ad-
vances’ toward the woman 
around three weeks before 
the incident.

On June 26 last year, the 
woman had been on the 
point of going home when 
Martins had approached her 
from behind and ‘placed both 
hands over her shoulders and 
grabbed her breasts’.

‘She shouted at him to stop 
and get off, left and went 
straight outside in tears,’ 
said Procurator Fiscal Craig 
Harris.

She returned to the store 
with her brother to report the 
matter and after investigation, 
Martins, 28D McCaig Road, 
Soroba, Oban, was suspended 
and the matter reported to 
the police. Martins has since 
been sacked.

Martins, who admitted as-
saulting the woman, had 
his sentence deferred until 
March 9.

Indecent
assault
on woman 
in Oban 
store

Glasgow
man hit 
hospital
patient
with watch
A GLASGOW man has pled 
guilty to throwing a watch 
which hit an Oban hospital 
patient in the face while she 
was sitting in a wheelchair.

Ian Towers, 15-6, 60 King-
sway Court, Glasgow, admit-
ted assaulting the 63-year old 
patient at Lorn and Islands 
Hospital on December 4 last 
year when he appeared last 
week at Oban Sheriff Court.

Towers, aged 63, also admit-
ted obstructing and hindering 
two nurses by falling asleep 
on a bed, having been told he 

and shouting and swearing 
at them.

Towers, who was appear-
ing from custody, had his 
sentence deferred for back-
ground reports until February 
16 and was again remanded 
in custody.

THE FIRST of a series of 
meetings to create a blueprint 
for future developments on 
and around the coast of Loch 
Etive has been held in Con-
nel Village Hall.

Loch Etive plan 
Organised by Argyll and 

Bute Council’s marine and 
coastal development unit, 
the meeting went over pre-

years ago but shelved to al-
low the unit to concentrate 
on an integrated coastal zone 
management (ICZM) plan 
for Loch Fyne.

Mark Steward, marine and 
coastal development man-
ager for the council, told the 
audience of 50-plus repre-
sentatives from around the 
loch that the work done on 
the Loch Fyne scheme would 
allow work to progress more 
quickly on a Loch Etive 
plan.

He explained that the ICZM 
document was meant to com-
plement the Local Develop-
ment Plan by providing one 
document with guidance on 
the future use and develop-
ment of the loch based on 

input from all those with a 
stake in its future.

Once in place it would be 
monitored and updated each 

years.
Unnecessary

At least one member of the 
audience felt the need for an 
ICZM plan was unnecessary 
as statutory planning was 
already in place for any de-
velopment around the loch.

Mr Steward explained that 
the plan would provide one 
document for anyone plan-
ning to do anything on or 

around the loch to look at; it 
would include positions of 
existing commercial activity, 
areas of conservation, where 
there might be constraints 
or access rights/limits, for-
estry working, working/ 
non-working piers, areas 

and more.
A lot of information was 

gathered via public meet-
ings in 2004-2005 and rep-
resentatives last week were 
invited to add to the list of 
stakeholders and items that 
ought to be covered by the 

ICZM plan.
‘We will consider any ac-

tivity that has an effect on 
the marine and coastal en-
vironment of the loch,’ Mr 
Steward told the audience.

The next public meetings, 
for which dates are yet to 

particular topics and involve 
workshops to gather views 
and information and discuss 
management issues.

-
ished plan approved by Ar-
gyll and Bute Council by 
October this year.

Loch Etive blueprint for the 
future to come from plan
Connel meeting hears coastal development 
‘guidance’ project is to be revisited

A MID Argyll village could get a 
cash boost of £3 million after vot-
ing to take a stake in a nearby wind 
farm.

More than 400 Ardrishaig residents 
took part in a community ballot, with 
86 per cent in favour of investing in 
the proposed turbines at Allt Dearg, 
Knapdale, six miles south of the 
village. It means a share of the wind 

village for regeneration. 
Edward Laughton, spokesman for 

Ardrishaig Community Trust, said: 
‘As a keen sailor, I know we can get 
plenty of wet and windy days in Loch 
Fyne. It will be nice to know that our 
turbine is not only generating green 
electricity, but also regenerating our 

public spaces and village centre in 
Ardrishaig.’ 

The community trust, which will 
invest on the village’s behalf, will 
now step up discussions with various 
bodies about raising the necessary 
capital.  The wind farm could raise 

its 25-year lifespan. The income will 
fund the village’s ambitious regener-
ation plan, transforming the rundown 
seafront and canal entrance. 

A planning application for the 12 
turbines was submitted to Argyll 
and Bute Council last week by Allt 
Dearg Wind Farmers. The company 
is a partnership between two long-
standing Argyll estates, Ormsary and 
Stronachillin.

James Lithgow of Ormsary said 
without the wind farm the future of 
the rural communities around the 
estates was in jeopardy. 

-
nities is essential to sustain a vibrant 
community. 

‘At Allt Dearg we are able to har-
ness the available natural resources 
for the maximum social and eco-

nomic benefit of our community, 
whilst making the clean power that 
we all need.’ 

The 77m high turbines will gener-
ate around 10MW, enough to power 
around 6,000 homes. 

A larger wind farm proposed three 
years ago by npower was turned 
down by planners, but Mr Lithgow 
feels the current proposal will not 
raise the same concerns. 

‘We are confident that the Allt 
Dearg Community Wind Farm is 
now the right development, in the 
right place, to the right scale and 
with the right local ownership and 
control, delivering the right mix 
of environmental, social and local 

Ardrishaig ballot backs community wind farm

A NORTH Argyll caravan park, which 
has raised more than £30,000 for charity 
since 1994, has given a total of £4,000 
to the Royal National Lifeboat Institu-
tion (RNLI) in the last two years.

Peter and Katy Weir of North Ledaig 
Caravan Park, near Benderloch, raise 
funds during the season every year for 
a chosen charity.

In 2008 it was the RNLI and this was 
added to at the end of last year with 
£1,000 raised through the park’s boat 
storage scheme.

Katy explained: ‘There are a lot 
of caravanners who have seasonal 
pitches and they have boats and pay a 
storage charge over the season and of 
that charge, a percentage goes to the 
lifeboat.’

She said it was one of the conditions 
that she and her husband made when 
agreeing to store people’s boats, that 
a percentage of the charge went to the 

RNLI. ‘Because they are boat owners, 
because they are going out and realise 
the power of the sea, between them they 
are jolly grateful there is a lifeboat in 
Oban should they ever need one,’ she 
said.

Thankfully, only once have the Weirs 
had to call for help for any of their 
customers.

Their charity raising started with the 
Roy Castle Cause of Hope fund, when 
the entertainer and Record Breakers 
presenter himself was diagnosed with 
cancer.

He came from near Huddersfield, 
which is where the Weirs are originally 
from, and they decided to holds some 
events on the site and ask for donations, 
raising around £300.

As part of their fund-raising efforts 

and children’s events at Easter, among 
others.

Lifeboat crew members and volunteers  Billy Forteith, Jim Watson, 
Douglas Craig and Les Stewart, with Katy Weir, Oban lifeboat Coxswain 

Ronnie McKillop and Peter Weir. 15_t07weir01

Argyll caravan site 
raises £4,000 for RNLI
£30,000 raised for charity in last 15 years

PATIENTS and residents in three Oban 
and Lorn care homes are to receive a 
musical treat courtesy of the charity 
Music in Hospitals.

A live concert will be held by soprano 
Emma Versteeg and pianist Robin Ver-
steeg in Lorn and Islands Day Hospital 
and North Argyll House in Oban and 
Lynn of Lorne Care Home in Bend-
erloch.

The duo will perform a variety of 
familiar songs, classical favourites and 
traditional Scottish music.

The concerts are taking place through 
the generosity of Crerar Hotels, whose 
support is helping Music in Hospitals 
give a series of concerts in care units 
throughout Scotland this year.

Darrell Williams, general manager at 
Oban Bay Hotel  and Spa, said: ‘Crerar 
Hotels is part owned by a charitable 

trust whose objective is to give to wor-
thy causes every year and the trust is 
delighted to be able to assist Music in 
Hospitals by providing funding to help 
their on-going activities. 

‘The charity carries out fantastic work 
in hospitals and care homes all over the 
UK and we are glad that our support 
over the years has allowed them to 
continue their great efforts.’

Alison Frazer, chief executive of Mu-
sic in Hospitals in Scotland, said: ‘We 
are most grateful to Crerar Hotels for 
generously supporting these concerts 
over many years. 

‘We hope that residents, their fami-
lies, friends and care staff will have a 
lovely time.’

The concerts will take place in Bend-
erloch on Thursday February 18 and 
Oban on February 19.

Concerts come to Argyll care 
homes courtesy of hotel chain

George Berry on the climb of a lifetime when he tackles 
Ben Nevis in September.

Despite worrying about being out of puff walking along 

worried that he might not have enough energy to play his 
favourite instrument, the bass drum, when he gets to the 
top of the mountain.

Robin Morton at Energie Fitness said: ‘George will gradu-
ally build up the strength to make his charity walk. But he 
is exercising regularly and he is really enjoying it. He is 
particularly pleased with the cable machine where a twisting 
exercise greatly strengthens, tightens and tones his core.  
George told me on Sunday he is beginning to discover the 
start of a waist again, after many years. 

‘George is also standing taller after a postural exercise 
that pulls back the shoulders and removes tension from the 
neck. This will help him admire the view as he ascends Ben 
Nevis in September.’

George is raising money for Friends of Oban Hospice 

MacQueen Bros Charity Shop and Oban Express.

FRIENDS of Oban Hospice would like to thank the people 

support during the Christmas Light up a Life campaign. 
Special thanks are due to everyone who delivered cam-

-
ing work of the hospice. Fund raising continues; for details 
of how to make a donation, contact 01631 567780. 

ARGYLL Members’ Group of the National Trust for Scot-
land was treated to a talk with pictures by local professional 
photographer Dennis Hardley last week. There was a good 
turnout for the meeting in St John’s Cathedral undercroft 
in Oban and excellent images from North West Scotland to 
the Far East were enjoyed. 

His latest snow pictures and abstracts attracted lots of inter-
est and comment.  Dennis was thanked by group chairman, 
Mary Sandilands.

BRITAIN’S Got Talent winner Paul Potts has just checked 
out of Bridge of Orchy Hotel, where he spent a week ahead 
of a concert in Tokyo.

The singer enjoyed a quiet week walking in the area and 
spent a day in Oban. Hotel manager Nadia Walker said: ‘He 
was a lovely man and was very quiet initially.’

Mr Potts, who won the televised talent show Britain’s Got 
Talent in 2007, walked the West Highland way 14 years ago, 
which is why he returned to the area for a holiday.
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WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all our 
reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on 
occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of producing the 
biggest local newspaper in the West Highlands.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in 

Editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB giving 
your day-time telephone number where possible. This statement 
of policy will appear on this page every week along with any 

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s 
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The views expressed in The Oban Times are not necessarily those 
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300 words in length for publication on this 
page. The editor also reserves the right 
to shorten, to amend or to refuse to print 
them. Names and postal addresses must 
be supplied, including on emails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime telephone number is 
also required for verification. Anonymous 
letters or those supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not be printed. Please 
write or fax to: Letters page, The Oban Times, 
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 
568001. Email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

Letters to the editor
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Telephone: 01631 568000
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Angus Beaton of Crannaig-A-Mhinister, Oban, sent in this week’s flashback photograph which is 
of the 1st Oban Company Boys Brigade camp at Newtonards, Co. Down in August 1963. Back row: 

Alex Fleming; Robert MacCulloch; Archie MacDougall; David Buchanan; Malcolm MacInnes; Stuart 
Davis; Leslie MacPherson; Erik Spence; James Forgrieve and Captain Donald Beaton. Third row: Dot 

Cummings; Peter MacInnes; Alfred MacKenzie; Richard Davidson; Angus Beaton; Peter Buchanan 
and Eoghan May. Second row: Peter MacDougall; Sandy Buchanan,; Roddie MacKenzie and Colin 
MacDonald. Front row: Andrew MacKenzie; Sandy Hart; Eric Drummond; Kenny Evans; Sandy 

MacKenzie; Gregor Currie; Richard Cornelius and James Tolmie. We would like readers to send in 
flashback photographs. Please send prints to The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB, or 

email editor@obantimes.co.uk. Prints or emails must be accompanied by a caption, name, address and 
telephone number. Anyone wishing their prints returned must supply a stamped addressed envelope.

1st Oban BB camp, Co. Down, 1963

Oban short-
changed over 
marina plans 
Sir,
We have lived and worked 
within Oban’s ‘lifeline’ 
industry - tourism - since 
1970.

In that time we have seen 
the town degenerate from a 
vibrant place where police 
were forced to turn back 
unbooked visitors, because 
of a lack of accommodation, 
to a landscape of bankrupt 
and abandoned hotels and 
empty shops.

For 10 years we owned 
the Galley of Lorne Inn  at 
Ardfern. We learned there 
the huge asset to business 
of having a nearby marina; 
not only from the yachtsmen 
themselves, but from family 
and friends who visit while 
remaining shore-based. 

Ardfern Yacht Centre was 
- and remains - a major 
contributor to the economy 
of the area.

Your article of January 
21, ‘Town centre marina 
proposals’, makes worrying 
reading for any business 
person in Oban. 

Here, at last, was a project 
which could turn the town 
around, both by engendering 
direct income and, equally 
importantly, by restoring 

people of Oban have already 
backed it with generous 
donations to help with initial 
expenses.

Now, the implication of 
your article is that Argyll 
and Bute Council may well 
let it sink.

From what we understand 
in the press, there is £30m of 
CHORD funding, with large 
fully funded council projects 
in Helensburgh, Dunoon 
and Campbeltown. The only 
project here and now in 
Oban is the volunteer-backed 
short-stay marina, which you 
quote the council as saying 
‘must be deliverable within 
£0.9m’.

Please will someone explain 
why the people of Oban are 
being short-changed by our 
own council?
David and Susana Garland, 
Lochnell View Cottage, 
Kilmore.

Culling wild 
deer vital
Sir, 
It is highly unlikely the 
hinds culled in Li & Coire 
Dhorrcail by the John Muir 
Trust in November 2008 
were near calving, as stated 
by Willie MacKenzie - 

‘Outrage at red deer free for 
all’.

Most hinds give birth 
in June. Culling wild 
deer is vital to increasing 
biodiversity as there are 
currently more animals than 
our overgrazed landscape 
can support. 

In relation to the 20 
carcasses shot by the trust 
in 2008, it is worth noting 
for context the numbers of 
red deer recorded by estates 
within the Knoydart Deer 
Management Group area as 
having died following the 
winter of 2006/2007 totalled 
more than 360 animals. All 
of these were left on the hill 
to rot. 
Andrew Campbell,  Head 
of Land Management, 
John Muir Trust.

Baffled over 
Loch Etive 
project
Sir,
Having sat for two hours 
through the most abysmal 
presentation ever at Connel 
Hall on January 21, I am still 

Etive Integrated Coastal 
Zone Management Project 
is.

Stake holders and the 
Crown Commission already 
make a good job of managing 
Loch Etive. So why does 
Argyll and Bute Council 
need a new playgroup when 
cuts to essential services are 
being made to save money?
Val Marner, North Connel. 

Cuts to 
learning
disability
services
Sir, 
Argyll and Bute Council 
contacted Neighbourhood 
Networks to let it know that 
at the moment it does not plan 
to renew its contract with 
Neighbourhood Networks. 

We understand this is 
because Argyll and Bute 
Council does not have 
enough money. 

There are a few people 
who only get support from 
Neighbourhood Networks 
and as a member, I feel 
the council should rethink 
its decision. If the council 
says no, then no more 
Neighbourhood Networks 
and the news is shocking and 
surprising to us all. We did 
not get any warning about 
this. What about people’s 
jobs and support? It is very 
upsetting for everyone. 
Lesley Anne Allan, Oban. 

Mull planning
Sir,
Your ‘A View From the 
Tower’ column on January 21 
covered an ongoing situation 
regarding a ‘caravan’ on 
Mull.

Whilst we understand 
the concerns of your 
correspondent, he is clearly 
unaware of several important 
factors in this case. 

Contrary to his assertion, 
the planning department did 
send the landowner a copy 
of the legislation concerning 
the siting of caravans on a 
croft. In fact these were sent 
twice, once in September and 
again in December, and their 
receipt was acknowledged.

In addition, it was made clear 
to the landowner on several 
occasions that the siting of a 
caravan at this location was 
deemed contrary to planning 
regulations, and that there 
would be a requirement to 
submit a formal planning 
application. The necessary 
planning procedures have 
been therefore disregarded. 

However, there are equally 
important health and safety 
issues at stake in this case 
which cannot be overlooked.
This structure is not a 
‘caravan’ in any normal sense. 
It is a caravan with a large 
wooden extension added on 
to it which contains a wood 

would be extremely unlikely 
to comply with health and 
safety regulations. Yet there 

children living within this 
property.

It is the Council’s 
responsibility to ensure that 
all development within Argyll 
and Bute is acceptable to the 
human, built and natural 
environment. This extended 
caravan is not considered to 
meet those requirements.

Your correspondent 
accuses the Council’s 

‘no common sense’. 
Our idea of common sense 

does not suggest that it is 
acceptable to allow a family 
of seven to live in a caravan 
with a wooden extension, 

which has been built with no 
regard for  planning, health 
and safety or any other 
regulations.

The planning department is 
acting wholly responsibly in 
pursuing this situation. This 
family should be seeking 
alternative accommodation 
through the appropriate 
channels, pending the 
outcome of any planning 
application for this property.
Councillor Mary-Jean 
Devon and Councillor 
Duncan MacIntyre
Argyll and Bute Council

Don’t mess 
with the tide
Sir,
With reference to your front 

link, it seems that good old 
King Cnut is back with us 
again.

The tide sweeps in from 
the south and the funnelling 
effect of the Sound of Jura 
raises its height from 0.9m at 
Port Ellen to 2.4m at Crinan. 
Opposite Loch Crinnan large 
volumes of water escape via 
Corryvreckan and the Sound 
of Luing, off which run the 
Grey Dogs. 

The remainder of the tide 
sweeps straight on with 
more funnelling effect to 
reach Seil Sound, raising it 
to 2.7m, where it turns to 
rush through Cuan Sound.

The 2.7m is mean high 
water springs. Equinoctial 
tides are regularly up to 2.9m 
or even more and southerly 
or south westerly gales can 
add another half metre. 

There are also occasional 
tidal surges. I have heard 

feet – 1.2 to 1.5m – occurring 
before my time here.

If Cuan Sound is blocked 
with a causeway, the vast 
mass of water which should 
pour through unobstructed at 
six to seven knots will bank 
up in the western part of 
Cuan Sound and Seil Sound. 
As assessment of how much 
the tide will be raised will be 
largely a ‘guestimate’ in view 
of the inevitable unknowns. 
The compensation, which 
could be claimed by affected 
shoreline owners is anyone’s 
guess.

To give one easily seen 
example: the bigger tides 
often come very close to 

off the B844, beside Balvicar 
Store.

A few centimetres higher 

store car park. A few more 
centimetres and the store 

The article mentions that 
huge pipes have been used 
somewhere in North Wales 
but I can see nowhere in 
North Wales comparable 
to the situation here. Even 
the Menai Strait – about 13 
miles – is a tiddler compared 
to the length and funnelling 
effect of the waters from east 
of Islay up to Seil – about 
55 miles. Water is heavy 
stuff and has enormous 
momentum. Beware when 
you mess with the tide.
David Foster, Clachan 
Seil.

‘Lunchgate’
I’VE OFTEN said in 
this column that when 
the government - be it at 
Westminster or Edinburgh 
- begins to slide on the 
proverbial banana skin the 
effect is like being on an 
untreated Argyll and Bute 
Council road in the recent 
bad weather. 

First there’s a slip to the 
right and then a headlong 

tumble before equilibrium is 
restored.

It would seem that when Mr 
Salmond and Ms Sturgeon 
discovered that their use of 
‘free’ fund-raising lunches 
somehow slipped into the 
public domain they were 
moved to say: ‘fair cop’. 

‘Maybe we should have 
checked whether we could 
allow ourselves to host paid-
for lunches to raise funds 
from the party faithful to 
swell the coffers.’ 

To say that Labour has big 
trade union backing and the 
Tories and the right-wing 
rich are hand in hand is a 
bit crass as the SNP has a 
number of very rich backers, 
no doubt putting their hands 
in their sporrans just in case 
there is a head-long dash at 
the 2012 Scottish Parliament 
election by the separatists 
and proof of these  donations 
is  available to tame some 
of the extra-ordinarily 
punitive taxes sought by 
the republican wing of the 
‘home-rule and nothing less’ 
idealists.

Drop the 
fund-raising
lunches
GIVEN the current climate of 
severe self-richousness over 
MPs’ expenses - after all, 
what’s a duck house between 
friends - MPs/MSPs, such as 
Alex Salmond, have to be 
very careful not to give the 
nasty media, in particular 
The Daily Telegraph, any 
scope to waste a second rain 
forest of paper on the alleged 
mendacious antics of elected 
politicians when dealing 
with their expenses. 

But we all have long 
memories and recollect 
that Conrad Black, the 
immediate past owner of 
The Daily Telegraph, is 

far more than all the MPs 
collectively.

However, we musn’t lose 
sight of ‘lunchgate’ down 
Holyrood way’. 

The Leader of the SNP 
and his second-in command 
Nicola Sturgeon - a great 
favourite of mine, as regular 
readers will know - have 
got caught fair and square, 
making it impossible for them 
now to provide paid access 
to themselves, presumably 
to hear what would oil the 
wheels of commerce with 
a view to ensuring business 
success for those who ‘came 
to lunch’. To do so overtly 
would be blatant lobbying 
and counter-productive as 
well as illegal. 

However, if he who has paid 
for the ‘free’ lunch is a voter 
in the Gordon constituency 
or that of Glasgow Govan it 
could be said to be a lunch 
from a constituent who is 
seeking guidance to further 
his/her business interests. 

However, the sensible 
solution is for no one, no 
matter however exalted, to 

at the Scottish Parliament 
for whatever reason. And, 
don’t feel aggrieved if that 
is the ruling as the food is 
nothing special, even in the 
stark surroundings of the 
Members Dining Room.

There won’t
be a ‘free’ 
lunch soon
‘free’ lunches at the Scottish 
Parliament, I have been 
told by someone who rang 
me to say that if I study the 
small print of the Bribery 
Bill which is at present 
going through its stages in 
the House of Commons I 
would discover that the era 
of corporate hospitality is 
about to come to an abrupt 
end.

We are, it seems, about to 
enter a period of unbridled 
puritanism. It seems the 
legal experts are warning 
that the new anti-corruption 
laws will be so strict that a 
company taking a number 
of guests to any of the Six 
Nations rugby matches held 
in Britain and giving lavish 
hospitality to those who 
were there to be impressed 

the organiser sent to gaol.
As one who wrote for a 

number of years for a major 
daily broadsheet I would be 
a frequent recipient of very 
good hospitality. 

The companies were 
organising a major business 
launch or regarded  it as 
absolutely necessary to 
feed and water journalists 
who were covering major 
sporting occasions. Even 
that prince of whisky 
sponsors Glenmorangie took 
corporate hospitality for 

very seriously. However, 
I’m not sure that all of us 
who enjoyed good food 
and a dram or three were 
swayed by such. The match 
reports, the colour pieces 
and the fashion shoots 
would certainly contain the 
sponsor’s name but not a 

Now, we have this bribery 
Bill which is meant to 
capture those who do take 
multi-million pound ‘bungs’ 
being turned rather to what is 
really ‘harmless’ hospitality. 

The cost may be two to 
three hundred pounds per 
corporate guest but it is so 

to the overall sponsorship 
that it could never be 
described as ‘bribery’.

Sir,
I was shocked to read the article regarding the slaughter 
of the red deer and had no idea the Forestry Commission 
Scotland could be involved in such action - so much for 
protecting the environment and the wildlife. 

I cannot believe any decent human being could allow this 
to happen or carry it out. The poor deer are only trying to 
survive severe weather conditions. I really enjoy reading 
The Oban Times and congratulate you for publishing this 
article so the world can see what really goes on. Why is it 
always about money! 
Moira Brown, Edinburgh.

Shock over red deer slaughter

Young 
traditional
success
THE FINAL of the 2010 
BBC Radio Scotland Young 
Traditional Musician of the 
year was the 10th year of 
the competition and proved 
to be second time lucky in 

Thorpe, from Inverurie. 
A graduate of the Royal 

Scottish Academy of Music 
and Drama traditional 
course, Daniel showed that 

course, attend the music 
school at Plockton - as well 
as by his north east roots. 
He was supported by Innes 
Watson, guitar, and James 
Lindsay, bass, and they 
thrilled the audience with 
their selections. With such 
quality of musicianship in 

Daniel’s experience and 
stagecraft shone through. 

The west coast was well 

with pipers Kyle Warren, 
Helensburgh, and Lorne 
MacDougall, Carradale, 
exhibiting why they are 
so successful in the piping 
scene.

Mairi Chaimbeul, Sleat, 
Isle of Skye, was by far 

showed why she has been 
so successful in clarsach 
playing competitions. I 
am sure she will be back 
competing for the Young 
Musician title in the years 
to come but, of course, she 
had the consolation that her 
band Kilairum, formed in 
2007 at St Mary’s School 
in Edinburgh, was a winner 
in the Danny Kyle open 
stage at Celtic Connections. 
They follow in the footsteps 
of many of the current 
successful traditional 
musicians.

There was also Danny 
Kyles success for Lurach,
Rachel Harris, Naomi 
Harvey and Lucy MacRae, 
who met whilst attending the 
traditional music course at 
Benbecula. They play both 
Scottish and Irish music with 
a particular focus on Gaelic 
song so congratulations to 
both groups and we look 
forward to hearing more of 
them in the near future.

Fiddle master 
class
FOR THE second year 
at Celtic Connections, St 
Andrew’s in the Square 
was a sell-out for a concert 
featuring Duncan Chisholm 
and those in the packed hall 
were not to be disappointed. 

Even before he starts to 
play Duncan connects with 
his audience and throughout 
the concert his excellent 
playing is interspersed with 
humorous anecdotes. 

On this occasion he was 
joined by Alan Henderson, 
Phil Cunningham and Tony 
Byrne, all top class musicians 
and not averse to contributing 
to the atmosphere of the 
evening. Mind you, such was 
the high standard between 
Duncan and Phil that Alan 

Henderson did not say a 

For me, Duncan Chisholm 
concerts are the standard to 
which all young musicians, 
no matter their instrument, 
should aspire to. 

Never has there been so 
many top quality musicians 
on the traditional scene 
and it is inevitable that  
success, or otherwise, will 
be determined by  stagecraft 
as well as  playing. Watching 
Duncan Chisholm in action 
should be a compulsory part 
of their training.

Oban High 
School FPs’ 
dinner dance
OBAN High School’s former 
pupils’ dinner dance is to be 
held in the Swallow Hotel 
on Saturday March 13 so it 
is time to book a place. 

For tickets telephone Isabel 
Ross 0141 563 9729.

Haiti concert
ALTHOUGH arranged 
at short notice, the recent 
concert in aid of the Haiti 
disaster raised more than 
£2,000.

Mary Ann Kennedy 
compered with her usual 

audience enjoyed a good 
old fashioned concert 
with 16 singers as well as 
some piping. Well done to 
everyone who participated 
and attended and particular 
thanks to Donald MacLeod, 
Donnie Maroot, who 
organised everything.

Diary dates
Thursday February 11:
Gaelic Service, Partick 
Downvale Free Church, 
7.30pm. Live at the Star, 
St Andrew’s in the Square, 
8pm, Wendy Weatherby 
Trio.
Friday February 12: Mull 
and Iona Association Annual 
Concert and Dance. Concert 
at 7.30pm, dance at 10pm 
with Gunna Sound, Glasgow 
UniversityUnion. Clydebank 
and District Highlander’s 
Association ceilidh, Lesser 
Town Hall, 7.30pm. Kathryn 
Tickell Band, Tolbooth, 
Stirling, at 8pm.
Saturday February 13: AN
COMUNN Gaidhealach, 
Stirling Branch ceilidh, 
Lesser Albert Hall, 7.30pm. 
Please note the Glasgow 
Argyll Association ceilidh 
dance has been cancelled. 
Thursday February 18:
Live at the Star, St Andrew’s 
in the Square, 8pm, Sara 
Gray and Kieron Means.
Saturday February 20:
Glasgow Skye Association 
Buntata’s Sgadan, Partick 
Burgh (Lesser) Hall, 
7.30pm. Clydebank District 
Highlander’s Association 
Dinner Dance, Town Hall, 
5pm.

Pub scene
GUNNA Sound will play 
in the Park Bar on Saturday 
and Sunday with Pneumatic 
Drills on Friday while in the 
Islay Inn it will be Crooked 
Reel on Friday and Parting 
Glass on Saturday.
Neil Murray. Tel: 0141 954 
8105. Email: neilfmurray@
yahoo.co.uk.

ANY road accident is a tragedy for those involved, but 
when two crashes left Oban in isolation last Thursday, the 
vulnerability of our road network was all too obvious.

Oban’s fragile infrastructure creaks under pressure from 

businesses but it also needs the infrastructure to cope with 
them.  Plans for a development road have been around for 
years yet Oban is little closer to having this vital, safer, 
route.  However, an inconvenience is little compared with 
the trauma of going through a bad accident or waiting for 
news of a loved one. Let’s built a new, safe road.

Oban’s development road must move closer
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HEALTH services in Argyll 

£3.2 million savings in the 
next year and similar sums 
in future years. 

A meeting of NHS 
Highland’s board last week 
agreed to ask Argyll and 
Bute Community Healthcare 

savings than any other in the 
region. In total, the board has 
set a tough savings target of 
£14m and could close up to 
70 hospital beds across the 
region.

Dr Roger Gibbins, chief 
executive, told board 
members the health service 

coming years. 
He said: ‘We have come 

a long way in the last few 
years with reduced waiting 
times for diagnostic tests and 
treatment but there is much 
more we want to do that can 
only be achieved if we make 
sure we are getting the most 
from every health pound we 
spend.’

NHS Highland 
plans £14m 
savings

Driver injured 
near Connel
A DRIVER walked away 
from his car with a minor 
head injury after it flipped 
over and landed on its roof in 
a road crash on the A85 on the 
Saulmore straight between 
Oban and Connel.

The incident was reported 
to police at 11.40pm last 
Friday and the man was 
found at his home nearby.

Business
start-up grants

A FARMER who had gone 
missing after going out to 
collect sheep was found 
by mountain rescue teams 
during a large-scale search 
involving six separate res-
cue teams.

The 63-year-old, who has 

a medical condition, was 
reported missing at 4pm last 
Thursday and a search of the 
area around his Kilmelford 
farm was launched.

He was found at 1.15am 
the following morning, suf-
fering from exhaustion.

Oban Police Chief Inspec-
tor Glen Bland, who had 
been in post for less than 
a week when the incident 
occurred, said he was im-
pressed with the response 
from the search teams.

The search was conducted 

by local police officers; 
Strathclyde Police and Oban 
and mountain rescue teams; 
Clyde Coastguard; a heli-
copter from RAF Kinloss 
and a dog and handler from 
Search and Rescue Dog As-
sociation (SARDA).

The nearby Cuilfail Hotel 
provided soup and sand-
wiches for the rescuers.

Chief Inspector Bland 
said: ‘This was a very seri-
ous situation but everyone 
pulled together and played 
their part in this rescue. The 

outcome could have been so 
different. 

‘The police alone could 
not have come away with 
such a good result; it was 
down to the joint working 
between ourselves and the 
other rescue services.’

Missing Kilmelford sheep farmer found by rescue teams

OBAN was cut off to the rest 
of Argyll on Thursday when 
two serious road crashes oc-
curred at the same time on 
the A85 and the A816 – the 
two main roads serving the 
town from the north and the 
south.

Serious head injuries 
Driving instructor Ewen 

Morrison suffered serious 
head injuries in a road crash 
on the A85 near Pennyfuir 
Farm.

The 52-year-old from 
Dunbeg, was in a serious 
but stable condition in 
Glasgow’s Southern 
General Hospital as The 
Oban Times went to press 
but it is understood he has 

been moved from intensive 
care to a general ward.

Mr Morrison was driving 
alone when his Renault Clio 
collided with a Ssangyong 
Rexton 4x4 at around 
10am.

Mr Morrison was driving 
towards Oban when 
it appears that his car 
crossed the carriageway 
and struck the Ssangyong 
Rexton, which was 
being driven northwards 
by a 42 year-old man.
The driver of the Ssangyong 
Rexton and his passenger 
were taken to Lorn and 
Island Hospital, Oban, 
where they were released 
without treatment.

Police were able to reopen 
a single lane on the road at 
1.30pm that day.

At the same time as the 
A85 incident, an Oban 
woman suffered a broken 
collarbone when her Audi 
car crossed the carriageway 
on the A816 near the 
Scammadale road end and 
collided with a van, closing 
the road for two hours.

The road crashes 
highlighted Oban’s fragile 
road infrastructure and lack 
of suitable diversions, as the 
town was inaccessible from 
the north and south during 
the road closures. 

Argyll’s Road policing 
inspector Hugh O’Neill 

said: ‘There were slushy 
deposits on the roads, which 
may have contributed to 
both incidents but we are 
still investigating how the 
crashes happened.

‘We are looking into how 
well the roads were gritted 
but we know they were 
gritted the night before.

‘However, grit can be 
ineffective when there is 
slush on the road.’

Constable Elaine Ross 
at Oban Police Station 
is continuing enquiries 
to establish the full 
circumstances surrounding 
the A85 crash. Witnesses 
are asked to contact her on 
01631 510500.

A Renault Clio and a Ssangyong Rexton 4x4 were involved in an accident on the A85 last Thursday. 07_t07crash02

Road accidents cut off 
main routes into Oban

A L O C H G I L P H E A D 
schoolgirl is in a serious 
condition after being hit by 
a van on the A816 Lochgil-
phead to Oban road.

The 14-year-old, who 
has been named locally 
as Jennifer Blair, suffered 
serious head injuries after 
being struck by the van as 
she crossed the road at the 
Mid Argyll Swimming Pool 
last Friday.

crews from across Argyll 
attended the scene and 
the road was closed for 
almost two hours while 
investigation work was 
carried out.

ambulance to the Southern 
General Hospital in 
Glasgow.

now appealing for anyone 
who may have witnessed 
the incident to come 
forward.

Inspector Neil Wallace 
from Lochgilphead police 
said the teenager had got 
off the school bus shortly 
before 4pm on Friday.

‘It would appear she 
attempted to cross the road 
and was hit by the oncoming 
vehicle,’ he added. Anyone 
with information is asked 
to contact PC Colin May 
on 01631 510500.

Lochgilphead
girl injured in 
collision

-
ing vessel without consent to 
Mull Music Festival received 
a ‘serious wakeup call’ at 
Oban Sheriff Court this week 
when ordered to pay £1,500 
in compensation.

Lee Campbell, aged 22, of 
2G Colonsay Terrace, Oban 
admitted clandestinely taking 
the Ocean Maid on April 24, 

vessel from its mooring in 
Oban and made a three-
hour trip to Tobermory. He 
also pled guilty to culpably 
and recklessly navigating 
the boat while under the 

The court heard that 
Campbell took the vessel 
after he and a friend missed 
the Caledonian MacBrayne 
ferry to Mull. 

Campbell, then a general 
deck hand on the Ocean 
Maid, took three hours to 
make the 30-mile trip to 
Mull, arriving around 10pm 
whereupon he went ashore.

The following morning the 
skipper of another vessel 
asked for the Ocean Maid to 
be moved. Campbell, under 

to manoeuvre the vessel but 
repeatedly struck two other 
boats, the Kyle Bhan and the 
MV Loch Linnhe.  Witnesses 

both vessels.
Defence agent Edward 

Thornton said: ‘Campbell 
worked on the vessel for one 
year. He had taken watches 
on the vessel on a number of 
occasions.

‘In April 2009 he was 
living on the vessel and in 
a silly manner thought he 
would get the permission to 
take the vessel to the music 
festival on Mull. He accepts 
he should not have taken the 
vessel. He anticipated that 

Sailor
who
took
boat to 
Mull in 
court
Damaged two 
other vessels in 
Tobermory Bay

he would have had enough 
time to get rid of alcohol out 
of his system before he had 
to manoeuvre the boats. 

‘He has since lost his 
employment and taken up a 
catering course.’

Campbell was placed 
on probation, ordered to 
serve 180 hours community 
service, ordered to pay 
compensation of £1,221.84 
for damage to the Ocean 
Maid and £340 for damage 
to the Kyle Bhan. 

Sheriff Small said: ‘This 
is a direct alternative to 
sending you to jail. Let this 
be a serious wakeup call.’

A second offence saw 
Campbell admit taking 
another vessel, a dingy, 
without the owner’s consent 
on July 4, 2009, whereupon 
he used it for an afternoon’s 

Bhearraidh near Lerags for 

A NEW grant scheme has 
been introduced in the 
Highlands to help new 
businesses with start up 
costs.

The initiative, developed by 
Highland Council, Highland 
Leader Programme and 
Highland Opportunity, aims 
to boost the local economy 
following the recession by 

up.
It is hoped that at least 120 

the grants to buy equipment 
or market the new business. 

Those interested in 
applying for a grant should 
contact Business Gateway 
on 01463 713889, or contact 
their local adviser.

Lee Campbell landed 
in court after he took a 

Music Festival

Wife admits 
stabbing man
A WOMAN who admitted 
stabbing her husband on the 
shoulder has had her sentence 
deferred for nine months.

Oban Sheriff Court heard 
on Monday that an argument 
resulted in Ann Marie Birnie, 
aged 39, of Glenview Croft, 
Kilvaree, Oban, taking a 
knife to her husband on May 
4 2009.

After spending the day in a 
pub with friends Birnie went 
out again in the evening to 
see a neighbour. When her 
husband challenged her the 
argument got out of hand.

Deferring sentence for nine 
months, Sheriff Douglas 
Small said: ‘Because you are 

a strong relationship with 
your husband and you are 
getting help for your alcohol 
problems I have decided not 
to send you to prison.’

Oban High
School
news

Haiti fund raising
A TOTAL of £770.05 was 
handed over to Ruth Black 
from Dalmally-based charity 
Mary’s Meals last week at 
Oban High School.

The money was raised for 
Mary’s Meals’ efforts to 
help those affected by the 
earthquake in Haiti, where 
it had been working to feed 
school children before the 
disaster.

While at the school Ruth 
showed a DVD of the work 
that Mary’s Meals has been 
doing on the Caribbean 
island, encouraging children 
to go to school by providing 
the means for local volunteers 
to make a meal for those 
attending school.

She then told her audience 
that the school in the DVD 

result of the tremours and 
would have to be built from 
scratch.

As part of Oban High 
School’s fund-raising efforts, 
senior pupils were asked to 
give over a portion of their 
lunch money – and eat a 
little less.

A regular donation is now 
being looked into to raise 
funds that could help the 
school featured in the Mary’s 
Meals DVD be rebuilt.

Pupils from the third year 
Skills for Work course raised 
a further £160 for Mary’s 
Meals doing car washing.
Concert for Haiti
HIGH school pupils are going 
to be taking part in a concert 
in the Corran Halls, Oban, on 
Friday February 19 to raise 
funds to help the victims of 
the Haitian earthquake.

The school and Rotary Club 
of Oban have come together 
to organise the concert which 
will showcase some of the 
dance and musical talent 
from in the high school and 
the community.

A matinee and an evening 
performance will take place, 
with all proceedings being 
split between the rotary 
club’s Shelter Box Haiti 
Appeal and Mary’s Meals.
Exams
S5/S6 have just completed 
their prelim exams and the 
next round of SQA exams 

on June11.
Study leave for S4 pupils 

starts on April 27 and for S5/
S6 pupils on May 7.

A TEENAGER from Oban 
was sentenced to 328 days in 
a young offenders’ institute 
after admitting an assault and 
robbery.

Daniel Kelly, aged 19, of 
5 West Bay Apartments, 
watched one of his friends 
attack a man in the grounds 
of Oban High School in 
the early hours of January 
24. He then assaulted the 
man himself and took his 
mobile phone. Oban Sheriff 
Court heard that when police 
interviewed Kelly, he said: ‘I 
done it. I hit him.’ 

The teenager had no 
recollection of taking the 
mobile phone. However the 
police were able to trace the 
phone to an address in Oban 
and found it in Mr Kelly’s 
pocket.

Edward Thornton, defence 
agent, claimed that it was not 
Kelly that initially attacked 
the man but he had jumped 
in after the initial assault.

He said: ‘He accepts this 
incident happened while he 

alcohol.’ Mr Thornton added 
that Kelly was not aware 
of the phone being in his 
pocket but fully accepts that 
he must have taken it.

Sheriff Douglas Small 
said Kelly was to spend ten 
and three quarter months 
in detention, backdated to 
January 25.

Teenager 
traced by
stolen phone

MORE than 450 people were 
fatally or seriously injured 
on Argyll and Bute’s roads 
between 2004 and 2008.

The shocking figures re-
vealed on a new website are 
part of a new road safety 
campaign launched by the 
Scottish government and 
Road Safety Scotland.

The website – www.don-
triskit.info - allows people 
to enter a postcode or local 
authority area to access local 
statistics showing the level 
of fatal and serious injuries 
to people in their area.

While the number of serious 
and fatal injuries in Argyll 
and Bute fell from a high of  
105 in 2004 to 77 in 2005, the 

again to 116 in 2008.
Of those 458 people in-

jured, 153 were female and 
305 were male, the majority 
were aged between 16 and 54 
years, 294 were in cars, 99 on 
motorcycles, 16 in lorries, 10 
on bicycles, two on buses and 
27 were pedestrians.

On Highland and northern 
Scottish roads there were 
more than 1,600 serious and 
fatal injuries.

Michael McDonnell, direc-
tor of Road Safety Scotland 
said: ‘Worryingly, nearly 
a third of drivers admit to 
speeding when they’re out 
of town and a core group of 
excessive speeders frequently 
drive at 20mph over the speed 
limit and while this is danger-
ous, the reality is you don’t 
have to be speeding to be 
going too fast. 

‘On country roads speed 

kills because it determines 
how long you have – or 
don’t have – to respond to a 
situation.

‘This campaign urges driv-
ers of all ages to slow down, 
be aware of the unpredict-
ability of country roads and 
adjust their speed to the con-
ditions.’

had a ‘near-miss’ on a country 
road in the last year and 55 
per cent of those killed or 
seriously injured in country 
road accidents were travel-
ling at an inappropriate speed 
for the conditions.

The new website offers 
advice on driving on country 
roads as well as an interactive 
feature to test drivers’ skills 
in recognising dangers on 
country roads.

Argyll and Bute accident figures
This recent accident near Taynuilt claimed the life of a woman passenger 17_t07road01

GUESTHOUSE owners, who 
have gone the extra mile to 
help their customers avoid 
Argyll’s inclement weather, 
have been rewarded with a 
national accolade.

Simon and Anna Smith, 
who run Oban’s The Old 
Manse guesthouse, have won 
the ‘Listening to our visitors’ 
competition run by Tourism 
Intelligence Scotland after 
devising wet-day trips and 
activities for guests.

Anna explained: ‘Around 
80 per cent of our guests leave 
comments in the guestbook 
and negative comments are 
generally about the weather.

‘There is nothing we can 
do about the climate but we 

what activities were on offer 
when the weather is bad.’

To help guests the couple, who 
moved to Oban from York six 

Wet Weather Days Out and have 

established business relationships 
with visitor attractions in Argyll 
and Lochaber. They even have a 
selection of tartan umbrellas for 
guests to borrow.

Guest house wins award for listening to visitors

Simon and Anna Smith offer tartan umbrellas on wet days 07_t07manse01

Fish Farmer SPECIAL OFFER

=
£139

SAVE OVER 34%

+
Fish Industry 
2010 Directory
worth

£95

Fish Farmer
Digital
Edition
1 year
subscription

Total Value

All for

Exclusive Special Offer for Oban Times readers*

Now in its 11th year The Fish Industry Directory is the most comprehensive 
compilation of the fishing industry. The directory is now the largest A - Z of 
the fishing industry categorised in to 3 main sections, which are Catching, 
Processing and Aquaculture.

The directory provides up to date contact information for companies large 
or small and whether used as a source for purchasing industry specific 
products and services, prospecting for new business or simply as an 
industry phone book, it is essential for all industry professionals.

To order your copies of the Fish Industry Directory please call
Allan Miller on 0131 312 4568 or email amiller@fishupdate.com

The 2010 Fish Industry Directory 
The LARGEST A-Z in the industry

*while stocks last

£47.50 £44 £91.50
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THIS month the spotlight centres on one of the greatest 
personalities of our time in relation to television and radio.

John Carmichael, from Islay, progressed from Oban 
High School to Glasgow University where he graduated 
with honours. Shortly after graduation, John embarked on 
a career with the BBC as a young presenter and producer, 
working alongside Fred MacAulay, from Uist, who was 
head of BBC Gaelic Broadcasting at the time.

Although producing many programmes, John Carmichael’s 
relationship with the BBC centres around presentation of 
programmes on television and radio, in both Gaelic and  
English. This is where he shines and the powers that be soon 
locked on to this. 

I really don’t know of another broadcaster or presenter 
who can interview people and make them totally at ease. His
own personality radiates through, and the only word I can 
think of to suit the bill is ‘infectious’. He interviews people 
that he has never met, yet within seconds they dialogue like 
long lost brothers. This is a talented gift which very few 
possess, especially in John’s line of business.

Personally, although I enjoy like many more, the 
programme ‘Mac ‘Ille Mhicheil’, I believe the programme 
which endeared him to thousands world wide was when he 
was presenting the popular Gaelic request programme ‘Na 
Durachdan’.

The popularity of this programme shot up to top ratings 
when John was presenting it and thankfully it has remained 
there to this present day with the two Alex MacDonald’s 
at the helm.  Mind you, John had a great co-presenter with 
him. Neen MacKay and himself were a perfect duo.

The English department of BBC programmes soon locked 
on to John’s abilities and capabilities, and over the years 
he presented programmes such as Hogmanay shows, The 
Gathering, Summer Sports Sound and Leisure Trail.

It goes without saying that what gives him his greatest 
pleasure in life is unquestionably being in the privileged 
position of meeting people. The nature of his programmes 
enables him to meet and interview people from all walks of 

singers and musicians, comedians, gamekeepers and even a 
broken down button box player!

Finally I must point out that many of our top performers 
owe their stardom status to none other than John Carmichael.  
How many young Gaelic singers and musicians got their 

television and radio shows? 
You know, if I were the Queen I most certainly would be 

dishing out a ‘gong’ to John Carmichael. This man deserves 
recognition - big time.

From his thousands of fans who listen faithfully to his 
programmes, I speak on their behalf in thanking him for 
the joy and pleasure he has brought into our homes over the 
years - 35 to be exact. For a local lad from Bridgend and 
the Isle of Islay, pretty good going. We all look forward to 
many more John Carmichael programmes. There is a lot of 
mileage in the engine yet. Well done John.

John Carmichael, Islay.

Fergie’s Folk

by Fergie MacDonald

John Carmichael, Islay

THREE days have been set aside at Fort 
William Sheriff Court next month for a fatal 
accident inquiry into the death of Lochaber 
cycling star Jason MacIntyre.

Sheriff Douglas Small will preside over 
proceedings from March 1 to 3. Ahead of 
the main inquiry, a preliminary hearing to 
determine the scope and volume of evidence 
to be led will be held on February 18. 

Mr MacIntyre, aged 33, died following 
a collision with a Highland Council van 
at Carr’s Corner on the A82 north of Fort 
William on January 15 2008.

The Olympic and Commonwealth 
Games candidate was on a training ride 
heading back into Fort William when the 

accident occurred. Council worker Robert 
McTaggart, aged 36, of 36 Alma Road, Fort 
William, later pled guilty to careless driving 
and pulling across Mr MacIntyre’s path. 

He received a six-month driving ban and a 

the mother of their twin 11-year-old girls, 
will be represented at the inquiry by local 
solicitor Stephen Kennedy. 

David Dewar will act for Highland
Council.

Mrs MacIntyre has already spoken of 
‘unanswered questions’ surrounding the 
circumstances in which her husband died.

She said: ‘I don’t think I will ever cope 
with losing Jason.’

BY STEPHEN NORRIS
LOCHABER’S four Independent
councillors have put principle before 
political allegiance and walked out of 
Highland Council’s administration.

Lochaber Provost Allan Henderson,
his Caol and Mallaig ward colleagues 
Bill Clark and Eddie Hunter and Fort 
William and Ardnamurchan councillor 

rules demanding they toe the party line 
were adopted. The Lochaber rebels 
had repeatedly clashed with leaders of 
the 29-strong Independent Group over 
policy and tension had been building 
between them and their administration 
colleagues on several issues, including 
decentralisation of planning powers 
and social work bosses’ wages. 

ruling Independent-Labour-LibDem 
grouping overturned a previous 
manifesto pledge and postponed 

council-run care homes, including a 
new Invernevis House in Caol. The 
Lochaber councillors voted with the 
SNP to oppose the delay and were 
incandescent that, in their view, a 
promise to the electorate had been 
broken. Independent Group bosses 
were equally outraged that the Lochaber 
Independents chose to side with the 
SNP, when all they were asking, they 
said, was more time to examine costs.  

The inevitable crunch came in 
Inverness last Thursday when the 
Independents voted 18-6 in favour of 
new standing orders insisting on rigid 
party discipline. The ‘Lochaber Four’ 
felt the restrictions ran counter to 
their Independent principles and quit, 
promising to continue to represent their 
constituents on issues as they arise.

Their departure reduces Independent
numbers to 25 and the administration, 
which also includes 22 LibDems and 

seven Labour members, to 54. The 
‘Lochaber Four’ now join the 17-

‘Independent Members Group’ in 
opposition.

Councillor Donald Cameron told The
Oban Times being freed from party 
political constraints ‘was like a breath 
of fresh air’. He said:‘How could any 
Independent Highland councillor sign 
up to rules that would require at least 19 
other councillors to give him permission 
to vote with his conscience?’ 

‘We could never sign up to that and 
the fact that we are not members of 
the Independent Group will not affect 

betterment of Lochaber residents.’
Independent Group leader John Laing 

said he was ‘deeply sorry’ the four 
‘valued’ Lochaber members were no 
longer part of the group, which now 
had ‘clear guidance’ allowing them to 
act for the Highlands as a whole.

A DRUNK Caol man slapped his mother in Fort 
William High Street after being thrown out of a 

arrest him.
Fish factory worker Ronald Erics, aged 28, of 

23, Banavie Road, admitted assaulting the woman 

of their duties by struggling violently with them 

on July 19 last year. Fort William Sheriff Court 
heard an Ossian’s Hotel door steward headlocked 
Erics and ejected him from the premises around 
12.50am after an altercation with three other men 
threatened to turn violent.

After slapping his mother, who was visiting 
from Newcastle and was enjoying a night out 

only got him into the police van after a violent 
struggle. ‘His mother came out of the hotel after 
him and tried to prevent him having a go at the 
three men and the door steward,’ said Stephen
Kennedy, defending.

Sheriff Douglas Small ordered Erics to pay his 
mother £250 compensation and admonished him 
on the second charge.

HOPES are high in Plockton that 
a project to revive boatbuilding 
in the scenic port will continue 

For the past three years sixth-
year trainees at Plockton High
School, under the tutelage of 
Ullapool boatbuilder Mark Stockl,
have completed two new wooden 
clinker built boats, have a third well 
underway, completely renovated 
a 100-year-old Skye built boat 
and carried out extensive repairs 
on others. However, the Am Bata 
(The Boat) project is nearing the 
end of three years funding by the 
Heritage Lottery Fund, Highland
2007, HIE and LEADER+ and 
the steering group, comprising 
school staff and members of the 
Plockton Small Boat Sailing
Club is determined to expand 
the successful venture, assisted 
by Mr Stockl. First chance 
for the community to show its 
support will be a public meeting 

at Plockton High School next 
Thursday, February 18, at 7pm. 
Steering group member Alison 
MacLeod told The Oban Times:
‘The intention is to set up a limited 
company, registered as a charity, 
to manage the project. Funding 
will be sought for a second phase. 
Trainees speak enthusiastically 
about what they gain from their 
work in the boatshed, and each 
year some have expressed a wish 
to carry on with their training after 
leaving school. It is hoped that 
during the new phase the project 
will be able to offer a part time 
training opportunity to at least 
one of the former trainees.

‘No special skills are required 
to be involved, just enthusiasm 
and interest in the boat building 
heritage of this area,’ she said.

For more information, contact 
James Kean on 01599 530800, or 
Alison Macleod on 01520 744348 
or visit www.am-bata.org. 

Planning
applications
NHS HIGHLAND is 
applying for permission to 
site a decontamination unit 
at the Belford Hospital, Fort 
William. 

BOYD Brothers (Haulage)
Limited are seeking 
permission to erect a 
storage unit 145m southeast 
of Cluaran, Annat View, 
Corpach.

MRS Nancy Georgeson has 
applied to build a house 
100m west of Downey Birch 
House in Arisaig.

HILLVIEW Crofting 
Partnership of Achnaha, 
Kilchoan is applying for 
permission to convert a barn 
at Hillview into a letting 
unit.

MS Ailsa Gray has applied 
to Highland Council to 
demolish and replace an 
existing house at Tigh na 
Mara, Salen, Acharacle.

UIST residents will have the opportunity 
to discuss issues of concern with the Outer 
Hebrides Community Planning Partnership 
(OHCPP) at a ‘community engagement 
event’ in Benbecula next Monday.

The event, in Lionacleit School’s lecture 
theatre from 5pm to 6.30pm, will aim 
to garner local people’s views on issues 

including improving population balance, 
health and the islands’ economy and making 
best use of natural and cultural resources.

The session will be followed by a public 
meeting of the OHCPP in the same venue 
at 7.30pm. 

Similar events are planned for Harris and 
Lewis.

POLICE have welcomed 
sentences handed out at 
Stornoway Sheriff Court to
two men caught dealing 
drugs in 2008.

Donald MacAulay, aged 21, 
from Upper Carloway, was 
jailed for two years and four 
months and Derek Mackay, 
29, from Newmarket, Isle
of  Lewis, received two
years and nine months for
supplying cocaine on Lewis.

Both men were arrested as 
part of Operation Hazard, an 
intelligence-led operation to 
target Class A drug supply 
on the island. Police seized 
around £160,000 worth of 
drugs and cash during the 
operation. Area Commander 
for the Western Isles Chief 
Inspector Gordon MacLeod 
said: ‘We will continue to 
pursue those involved in the 
supply of illegal drugs across 
the Western Isles and those 
who take part in this activity 
will be dealt with robustly.’

‘Anyone with information 
about drug related activity 
should contact police on 
01851 702222 or call 
Crimestoppers anonymously 
0800 555111.’

NHS HIGHLAND has 
reassured campaigners 

Hospital there are no plans 
to close or downgrade the 
hospital and that neither 
option will be considered at 
tomorrow’s health services 
workshop in Broadford. 

The move came in 
response to the Save Portree
Hospital campaign on social 
networking site Facebook, 
which organisers say has 
been set up to ‘prevent 
further downgrading of the 
hospital and acute medical 
services on North Skye’.

Mid Highland Community 
Health Partnership (CHP)
general manager Gill 
McVicar stressed they were 
looking instead at improving 
services at Portree, which 
would act as a ‘resource 
hub’ for community services 
in line with the community 
hospitals strategy.

‘We have two excellent 
facilities with highly skilled 
and dedicated staff in 
both [hospitals],’ said Ms 
McVicar. ‘We are working 
hard to make sure they 
complement each other 
and provide a range of 
services for the people of 
Skye, Lochalsh and Wester 
Ross.

‘We are also looking to 
plug the gaps in services 
on Skye by developing, 
for example, rehabilitation 
and reablement services on 
the Portree site which we 
hope will become a centre of 
excellence in this vital area 
of care.’ 

Portree Community 
Hospital has 12 inpatient 
beds, with dedicated 
rehabilitation beds providing 
services to the whole area. It
has a community casualty 
facility providing minor 
injury and out of hours care 
daily from 9am to 11pm, 
and offers treatment rooms 
for outpatients with visiting 
consultants and specialists 
from Raigmore Hospital.

Dr MacKinnon Memorial 
Hospital at Broadford has 
23 beds and an operating 
theatre, which provides 

Caroline MacIntyre: faces another court ordeal. 
10_f07caroline01

Uist residents get chance to voice concerns

Young boatbuilders Duncan MacRae, of Achmore and Gawain 
Ward-Lowe, from Arnisdale, at work on the new vessel.

‘Lochaber Four’ 
quit independent 
council group

a visiting surgical and 
diagnostic service. It also 
offers a 24-hour accident 
and emergency service 
and provides the acute 
medical care for the locality 
through doctors who have 

training and updating. 
Mrs McVicar added: ‘I

acknowledge that the fabric 
and layout of both hospitals 
are not ideal, but we have 

in Portree, with further 
investment in radiology 
equipment expected soon. 
We have also recently 
improved the environment 
in Broadford.

‘I am aware that there is a 
hope for a new hospital or 
hospitals in Skye, but we 
need to be realistic. In the 
current economic climate, it 
will be many years before we 
are in a position to replace 
either of the hospitals. 

‘In the meantime, our 
plan is to retain them both 
and ensure that we make 
them as effective and 

circumstances.
‘Neither hospital could take 

on the full role of the two 
facilities at the moment, due 
to space, layout and facilities, 
so we will be keeping them 
both, but they need to work 
together. They each have 
unique characteristics and 
provide an excellent and 
much envied service to the 
local population. 

‘We are very fortunate 
to have these resources in 
Skye and I hope that, having 
reassured the campaign 
group that neither is 
threatened, they will work 
with us to support service 
improvements for the whole 
locality and for all who need 
care both in the community 
and the hospitals.’

Tomorrow’s workshop 
at the Dunollie Hotel will 
explore options for the 
improvement and redesign 
of health services in Skye
and Lochalsh, with the 
emphasis on treating as many 
people as possible as close to 
their homes as possible.

WESTERN Isles Council has welcomed a Scottish
Parliament decision to vote down an amendment which 
would have removed planning powers from local authorities 

The amendment was lodged on the Marine (Scotland) Bill 
Stage 3 but was defeated 63 votes to 59 last week. 

Chairman of the Comhairle’s environment and protective 
services committee Norman A Macdonald said: ‘It is 
important that democratically elected bodies who represent 
their communities have planning authority over schemes 
that have the potential to affect the environment of those 
who live in or near the affected area.’

No plans to close 
Portree Hospital

Police
welcome
drug deal 
sentences

Fatal accident inquiry to be 
held into cycle star’s death
Widow looks to court over ‘unanswered questions’ 

Caol man slapped his mother after being thrown out of night club

Fish farm vote welcomed

High hopes in Plockton of 
keeping boat project afloat 

Got a 
story for           

The Oban
Times?
Call our 
reporters
on 01631 
568000.
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COMMUNITY landlords Stòras 
Uibhist are demanding a coastal 
barrier be built along South 
Uist’s Atlantic coast to halt 
worsening coastal erosion.

The call comes following 
meetings in Edinburgh involving 
Stòras delegates and Oxfam 
Scotland, which organised and 
chaired a ‘climate hearing’ 
meeting on Uist last November.

Then, islanders demanded an 
early warning system and better 
sea defences to prevent loss of 
life, land and livelihoods. Rising 
seas levels and severe weather 
events could split the low-lying 
island in half, it is claimed. 

Travelled
Stòras director Ronald 

MacKinnon and members 
Seamus MacDonald and Donald 
Campbell travelled to the capital 
with Sarah Watson and Caluna 
Campbell of Oxfam Scotland 
and met with Western Isles MSP 
Alasdair Allan.

Following ‘constructive’ talks, 
Mr Campbell said the barrier 
project would need Scottish 
Government investment and 
blamed causeway building, 

particularly between Benbecula 
and South Uist, for some of the 
erosion.

He said: ‘We talked about the 
climate change, what it is going 
to do to the island and the lack 
of interest that Comhairle nan 
Eilean Siar has shown in the 
west coast of South Uist.

‘Parts of the west coast have 
eroded by up to 50 metres in the 
last 20 years and we have been 
calling for the council to do 
something about it for a long, 
long time. 

‘Some sort of barrier to protect 
the whole length of South Uist 
is needed.’  

CoastAdapt, a partnership of 
academic organisations and 
local authorities including the 
Western Isles council, aims 
to help people living in North 
Atlantic communities adapt to 
climate change.

‘Alasdair Allan is going to 
take up the plan of action with 
the Western Isles council and 
David Muir at CoastAdapt,’ said 
Mr Campbell. Oxfam Scotland 
plans to hold another public 
meeting on Uist in March.

ARDNAMUCHAN High School scooped ‘Best Film Award’ at the 

‘An Texan a’tilleadh dhachaigh’ (The Texan Returns Home).

winner in the MG Alba-sponsored competition for secondary 

to win the coveted title and pupils were elated with their success at 
beating more than 30 other entrants.

Fifth year pupil Alasdair Begg accepted the award on behalf of 
the school and thanked everyone involved. ‘This award is coming 
back west!’ he said. 

Ardnamurchan High School’s Gaelic teacher Colm O’Rua said: 

script to the production and the editing. The school is very proud 
of them.’ 

A FORT William woman got out her 
dancing shoes to celebrate her 40th 
birthday – and travelled to Manchester 
to become top fund-raiser at a charity 
event.

Donna MacLean, from An Aird, went 
down to the city of her birth to take 

‘Chance to Dance’ - and raised £467.50 
for local Marie Curie nurses. In return 
for her efforts, Donna was presented 

with two pieces of jewellery, donated 

Hope at Claggan.
‘I was approaching my 40th birthday 

and I just felt I didn’t need anything,’ 
Donna told The Oban Times. ‘I felt it 
would be better to support a worthwhile 
cause and Marie Curie Cancer Care 
does such a wonderful job that it 

to thank all my friends and family who 

have supported me in this experience.’ 
Elma MacKay of Marie Curie Cancer 
Care said: ‘We can’t put nurses into 
terminally ill patients’ homes without 
supporters like Donna, so on behalf of 
our patients and their families, a huge 
thank you.’ 

The Marie Curie daffodil will be 
available in March and supporters are 
asked to give generously to help fund 
their local nursing service. 

Ardtornish
set to meet 
land group
THE LARGEST employer 
in Morvern, Ardtornish 
Estate, is seeking talks with 
the local group seeking to 
halt the area’s decline by 
acquiring land for low cost 
housing and businesses.

Hugh Raven, who manages 
Ardtornish on behalf of his 
family, the estate’s long-term 
owners, says he wants talks 
with Morvern Community 
Land Acquisition Steering 
Group ‘on a wide range of 
exciting possibilities’ for 
new enterprise in Morvern.

The move follows last 
week’s revelations in The
Oban Times that MCLASG 
had won overwhelming 
community backing for its 
regeneration blueprint.

New crofts, small 
businesses, affordable 
housing and renewable 
energy projects will all 
be pursued by MCLASG 
through negotiations with 
local landowners and 
community right to buy 
legislation.

Mr Raven told The Oban 
Times talks on the creation 
of crofts have been on-
going between the group and 
Ardtornish since early last 
year, mainly in the context 

new hydro development. 
‘There is a long Ardtornish 

tradition of strongly 
supporting local food 
production, and the estate is 
leasing out more land for that 
purpose,’ he said. ‘Housing 

EXCLUSIVE              
By STEPHEN NORRIS

plots for local people and 
their families at affordable 
prices on Ardtornish-owned 
land have been available in 
Lochaline for many years.’

He added: ‘Arresting 
serious population decline 
calls for radical action to 
improve the economy of 
Morvern. There are many 
exciting opportunities 
opening up, and we’re keen 
to work with others whose 
energy could help realise 
that objective.

“We’re in discussion with 
several Morvern families 
about affordable housing 
plots, in addition to those that 
have been developed already. 
We’ve also applied for 
planning for 20 new houses 
in an exciting new township 
alongside the Sound of 
Mull, which should be an 
exemplary development both 
serving local housing needs 
and providing stimulus for 
work and craftsmanship in 
the community. 

“There are great 
opportunities locally 
for community energy 
generation, particularly 
following the recent Feed-
in-Tariff announcement. It’s 
possible that our experience 
with renewable energy could 
be helpful to a community 
company, which we’d like to 
do more work to explore.’ 

Mr Raven said Ardtornish 

was already investing heavily 
in new renewable energy and 
farm improvements, and are 
hoping to convert more space 
for workshops, in addition to 
those available already.

‘We look forward to close 
collaboration with any 
new community interest 
organisations, in much the 
same way that we’ve worked 
closely with the community 
council for many years, and 
more recently the community 
development company,’ he 
said.

‘If we can, we’d also like to 
help develop assets available 
to the community at the 
moment - like the disused 
scout hut in the prime site at 
the centre of the village, and 
the land for sale at the old 
Keil camp.’

Asked about Mr 
Raven’s offer of talks, 
MCLASG chairman Hector 
MacKechnie said: ‘That is 
something that we would 
certainly welcome.’ 

Elma MacKay, right, presented Donna MacLean with jewellery at the Field of Hope to thank her for her fund-
raising efforts. 10_f07hope01

Donna’s dancing boosts Marie Curie 

Reece MacKay, Connor Leighton, Alasdair Begg, Colm 
O’Rua, Holly Davidson and Katie MacPhee at the awards. 

Other winning students involved but not pictured were Aime 
MacMaster, David Wright and Sarah Strachan.

Pupils star at top film event

Stòras Uibhist demand 
Atlantic coastal barrier 

FRUSTRATION, delight and anger 
were all present at a public meeting 
on Monday night to discuss a 
radical shake up of primary school 
provision in Greater Fort William.

Well over 100 parents - mostly 
mothers - and school staff packed 
into Lochaber House to hear 
Highland Council consultants 
Caledonian Economics outline 
proposals that could cut primary 
schools from seven to four and 
a see a new stand alone Gaelic 
medium school built. 

School amalgamations are at 
the heart of the controversial 

plan. Consultants stressed public 
consultations would not formally 
begin until March 11, but two main 
proposals emerged.  

First, both Roman Catholic 
primaries, Lochyside and St 
Mary’s, would move to Caol to 
a new super school on a shared 
campus with Caol Primary. 

Second, Upper Achintore and 
Fort William primaries would 
amalgamate in a new school either 
on land next to the Angus Centre 

site is the preferred choice of Upper 

Achintore parent council, which is 
frustrated at slow progress. Fort 
William parents are more cautious 
on amalgamation.

Inverlochy and Banavie primary 
schools will be unaffected as things 
stand. Parents there were generally 
happy, as were those of Gaelic 
medium pupils with the promise of 
a new school. But Lochyside and 
St Mary’s parents heavily criticised 
the one school-shared campus 
proposal, fearing loss of identity 
and a ‘Celtic-Rangers’ mentality 
between Catholic and non-Catholic 
pupils. Frank Newall of Caledonian 

Consultants said similar schools in 
Lanarkshire were working.

Speaking to The Oban Times,
Highland Council leader 
Michael Foxley warned unless 
the modernisation programme 
was embraced now, huge public 
spending cuts would threaten a 
multi-million pound investment in 
new Lochaber schools.

With an estimated £20million 
less in the kitty the council could 
borrow more money, but at a 
prohibitively high rates.     He said: 
‘The more capital we spend, the 

to pay the loan charges and this 
would mean cuts elsewhere in 
education. The more you spend on 
buildings, the less you can spend 
on the education within them.’ 

Councillor Foxley challenged 

a modern 21st century school 
looks like. He said: ‘Nobody there 
understands what a community 
school is. They couldn’t be bothered 
going down to Ardnamurchan to 
have a look. There is no comparison 
– you are far better with four or 

poor quality traditional schools.’ 

Packed meeting hears details of school shake-up plans

Backing for 
land body
A NEW body to represent community landowners 
across Scotland should be set up as a matter of 

The report, by Aigas Associates and Campbell 
Consulting, found ‘overwhelming support’ for an 
organisation to give the sector more clout in dealing 
with local and national government.

Following its publication, community landowners’ 
representatives Angela Williams (Knoydart 
Foundation), David Cameron (North Harris Trust) 
and Lorne MacLeod (North Harris Trust) met 
environment minister Roseanna Cunningham at 
Holyrood on Tuesday to seek her backing for the new 
organisation.

Support
Ms Williams told The Oban Times: ‘We were very 

happy with the tone of the meeting and the general 
level of support. 

sense that this is a movement whose time has come.’
Ms Cunningham urged communities throughout 

Scotland to register an interest in purchasing land. 
She said: ‘With a growing list of communities 

those considering undertaking a buy-out should look 
to what has been achieved by others and to the wealth 
of solutions already found to deliver their aspirations 
in often very challenging circumstances.

‘I would encourage those involved to pull together, 
to share examples of best practice and I welcome 
suggestions that a representative body may shortly 
be formed.’

Got a story for The Oban 
Times? Call our reporters     

on 01631 568000

Have a
CLEAROUT

and make some

CASH
NOW ONLINE

Advertise your 
unwanted items in either 

The Oban Times, 
Campbeltown Courier 

or Argyllshire Advertiser
your ad will also 
appear online at

Feeling the 
during the Credit Crunch?

Simply use the 
coupons on the

page or visit the 
website and input 
your details there

CAMPAIGNERS have 
won a partial victory in 
the ongoing row over how 
best to schedule essential 
repair works to the Nether 
Lochaber slipway serving 
the Corran Ferry.

At a packed public meeting 
in the Sunart Centre in 
Strontian on Tuesday night, 
around 130 residents from 
across Ardnamurchan were 
told that work, including a 
planned four week closure of 
the link to allow contractors 
uninterrupted access to the 
damaged slipway, would not 
now take place in May or 
June as had been previously 
planned, but would be 
pushed back to September or 
October.

Four local community 
councils had warned closing 
the busy ferry in early 
summer would damage the 
local tourist trade and cripple 
local businesses.

Should a closure be 
unavoidable, plans to soften 
the blow to Ardnamurchan, 
Sunart and Morvern residents 
include running a shuttle bus 
service from Strontian to 
the small passenger ferry at 
Camusnagaul, across Loch 
Linnhe from Fort William.

Councillor Donald 
Cameron said that another 
public meeting will be held 
in a month’s time, probably 
in Strontian, to update 
the local community on 
developments.

Corran Ferry 
works delayed
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www.oban.org.uk the definitive web 
guide to Oban that enjoys 20 million hits 

We can help you to help your business.
Visit: www.oban.org.uk

TODAY!

Recipe of the Month

am birlinn
sponsored by: am birlinn, penmore, isle of mull  • tel 01688 400619

This is the recipe that I invented when challenged to a limpet “cook-off” last summer by 
Channel 4’s ‘Three Hungry Boys’. Limpets may be far down your list of goodies 
whilst out foraging but this unusual recipe transforms an unlikely ingredient into 
a tasty and sophisticated treat.

Limpet and smoky bacon 
strudel with wild garlic
20 limpets4 rashers of smoked streaky bacon cut 

into lardons
4 shallots
A splash of decent dry white wine

½ pint of double creamA handful of wild garlic leaves

A handful of fresh flat leaf parsley

Four sheets of filo pastry
Melted butter

serves 4

First cook your limpets by boiling them in sea water (or salty fresh water) until the meat leaves 
the shell. After the meat has cooled enough to handle, remove the tough ‘foot’ with a knife and 

Heat a little olive oil in a frying pan and fry the bacon until crispy, turn the heat down and add the 
shallot and cook until soft.  Now add the limpet meat and a splash of wine (you may want to have 
a glass for yourself to get you in the mood), when the wine has reduced by half add the cream 
and reduce further for a minute or so. 

and look rather appetizing considering its contents. Season with a little black pepper – it should 

(open the packet). 

bake in an oven preheated to 220c for 10 minuites until golden brown.
Top and tail the strudel and cut in half at a 45 degree angle and stand up. Garnish with baby leaves 
and soft herbs, wood sorrel works especially well.  

Chef Tom Addy

what’son
CINEMA LISTINGS > Highland Theatre
THE WOLFMAN Cert 15, 102min
FRI-MON 3.45, 6.30, 8.45  TUE-THURS 6.30, 8.45 
THE LIGHTNING THIEF Cert PG, 118min
FRI-MON 1.30, 4.00, 6.15, 8.30  TUE-THURS 6.15, 8.30
PINOCCHIO (1940) Cert U, 84min
FRI-MON 1.30 £2 FOR CHILDREN UNDER 12

Saturdays > Junior Ski Training
Glencoe Mountain Ltd 10.30am - 2.30pm
Tel 07854 688408

Saturdays & Sundays > Glencoe Discovery
Glencoe Mountain Ltd Guiding service for
Tel 01855 851226 intermediate skiers

Friday 12 February > Abbamania
Corran Halls, Oban

Saturday 13 February > Abbamania
Queens Hall, Dunoon

Monday 15 February > Oban Music Society
Glencruittten Church Centre Concert

Saturday 27 February > Soup Lunch
Connel Village Hall 12-2pm

WHAT’S ON
in association with the Highland Cinema,
George Street, Oban Tel: 01631 562444

COMMUNITY 
NOTICEBOARD

gigguide
argyll your essential guide to 

live music in argyll

Friday 12th February > George Noble
The Woody

Sunday 14th February > Ballochmyle
The Woody

Friday 26th February > Filthy Kinky
The Woody

Sunday 14th February > Singles Party
Paparazzi

Saturday 13th February > Bryan Mcglynn
Markie Dans 9.30pm start and Duo

Saturday 27th February > Crooked Reel
Markie Dans 9.30pm start

YOUR STARS
WITH PATRICK ARUNDEL
ARIES Mar 21st - Apr 20th 090 6612 4520

TAURUS Apr 21st - May 21st 090 6612 4521

GEMINI May 22nd - Jun 21st 090 6612 4522

CANCER Jun 22nd - Jul 23rd 090 6612 4523

LEO Jul 24th - Aug 23rd 090 6612 4524

VIRGO Aug 24th - Sep 23rd 090 6612 4525

LIBRA Sep 24th - Oct 23rd 090 6612 4526

SCORPIO Oct 24th - Nov 22nd 090 6612 4527

SAGITTARIUS Nov 23rd - Dec 21st 090 6612 4528

CAPRICORN Dec 22nd - Jan 20th 090 6612 4529

AQUARIUS Jan 21st - Feb 19th 090 6612 4530

PISCES Feb 20th - Mar 20th 090 6612 4531

SP: Pronto Ltd, PO Box 52785 EC1p 1TY
Calls cost 60p per minute from standard landline
For entertainment purposes only

Meur Lochabair
SKYE CEILIDH DANCE

West End Hotel, Fort William
Saturday, February, 20th @ 7.30pm

Singers: Catriona Fair, 
Maggie MacDonald, Calum Ross, 

Donald Murray,
Rebecca MacDonald.

Piper Bridget Campbell. 
Music by Lochaber Ceilidh Band
Admission £10 includes Buffet. 

Lorn Garden Club
Propagation of Plants 

Made Easy

Tuesday 16th February
Lorn Resource Centre

Highlands & Islands 
Music & Dance Festival

(29 April - 2 May)
SYLLABUS & ENTRY 

FORMS
from

Oban Music
www.obanfestival.org

Tel 01631 710787
Closing date 15 March

Lochaber Strathspey & Reel Society 
24th Annual Fiddlers’ Rally 

on Saturday 13th March at 7.30pm 
in Lochaber High School. 

Oxfam Ceilidh
Argyllshire 

Gathering Halls
8pm

Saturday
20th February

Tickets £4 available from 
Oxfam and House and 

Home with Style

Oban and Lorn 
Horticultural Society

GARDENERS FORUM
On Wednesday 17th 

February 2010

OBAN MUSIC SOCIETY

CONCERT  15th FEBRUARY
On Monday 15th February the Roxburgh Quartet will 

be playing Beethoven, Shostakovitch 
and Mendelssohn in the 

Glencruitten Church Centre.
The concert starts at 7.30 pm and tickets are available 
at the door for non-members - £8 and £7 for concessions. 

Children and students are free.
Supported by Enterprise Music Scotland.

TOKEN 2
&  W E S T  H I G H L A N D  T I M E S

The Scottish Sealife Sanctuary has teamed up with 
The Oban Times for their new passes

Oban Community Sensory Garden
Please support your community 
Garden Fundraising Evening.
OLD OBAN SLIDE SHOW
Presented by John MacLean

11th February 2010
Lynn Court, Soroba Road, Oban 7pm

Adm.. £3
Inc. Tea/Coffee&homebaking.

Should any over 60’s require transport tel 
Marion on 566053 prior to the evening

THE INTERNATIONALLY 
acclaimed Roxburgh 
Quartet will be visiting 
Oban on Monday February 
15 and playing works by 
Beethoven, Shostakovitch 
and Mendelssohn.

Musical friendships 
The warmth, intimacy and 

passion which audiences 
comment on in Roxburgh 
Quartet performances can 
be explained by the long 
held musical friendships 
within the group and by 
their shared dream of what 
music making is about. 

Violinists Uli Fenner and 
Sharleen Harshenin come 
from Lübeck and Vancouver 
respectively, violist Feargus 
Hetherington was born in 
Glasgow and cellist Helen 
Duncan is from Edinburgh.

The members of the 
quartet have worked with 
the major orchestras in 
Scotland and appeared in 
chamber music recitals 
throughout Europe. 

Formed in 2005 and based 
in Edinburgh, the quartet’s 
repertoire ranges from the 
baroque to contemporary 

music, meeting with great 
success with ‘Schir Corbie 
Ravin’ by James Clapperton, 
in which the history, poetry 
and music of Scotland are 

Live performance 
The group is committed to 

bringing live performance 
to as wide an audience as 
possible and their concerts 
are highly popular with 
people of all ages. They are 
particularly thrilled about 
the number of young people 
who keep coming back for 
more.

The quartet has been 
a popular visitor to the 
Edinburgh University 
Concert Season  and has 
been developing their 
education activities by 
visiting schools, recently 
introducing students to the 
works of Mozart, Purcell 
and Ravel.

The concert will be held 
in the Glencruitten Church 
Centre at 7.30 pm. Non 
members of the Oban Music 
Society are very welcome 
and tickets are available at 
the door.

Roxburgh Quartet to play 
Oban’s Glencruitten hall

The Roxburgh Quartet will play in Oban next week

PRIMARY seven pupils and 
their parents did sterling work 
at a soup lunch with coffee, 
teas and home baking to raise 
funds for a week-long trip to an 
outdoor centre.

Each year the Mid-Lorn 
co-operative of Achaleven, 

Lochnell and Dunbeg schools 
come together to raise funds for 
the P7s’ trip to Lochgoilhead in 
March.

More than £8,000 is needed 
to send around 30 pupils on the 
course, where they take part in 
many outdoor activities and get 

to know each other better before 
moving up to high school in 
Oban.

The soup lunch at Connel 
Church Hall, where a variety 
of soup options, bread and 
cakes, along with tea and coffee 
were served up alongside 

chocolate fountains stalls, 
raised £425.

Each school also holds a 
variety of individual events 
throughout the year to help raise 
funds for the week’s adventure 
course.

Cakes and coffees boost school trip funds

school pupils, old plastic 
containers, a shopping 
trolley and an orchestra 
have in common?

A fantastic opportunity 
to make a lot of noise is 
the answer if the sound 
coming from Oban High 
School at the beginning 
of the week was anything 

top go by.
Thanks to funding 

from Skills Development 
Scotland, which has 

year pupils, two days of 
workshops were held in 
the school by Cornish-

Big Beat runs a ‘junk’ 
orchestra, making music 
from just about any item 
of junk that its members 

some prestigious events 
over the last few years, 
including the opening 
of the Commonwealth 
Games in 2002, the 
Party in the Park at 
Buckingham Palace 
and are performing at 
Glastonbury this year.

They also broke the 
world record last year for 

having the most number 
of people playing 
recycled instruments in 
one place at one time.

Out with this, members 
of the orchestra – which 
has a core team of around 
25 – travel round schools 
and organisations all 
over Europe encouraging 
people to think about 
recycling rather than just 
throwing away.

‘It’s a boring subject,’ 
said Alex Laur ‘but this 
is a fun way of getting 
them into recycling as 
well as music.’

Principal teacher of 
performing arts Morven 
McKerrell said: ‘It is 
amazing to have this 
opportunity to get Big 
Beat here – the kids are 
all loving it.’

Big Beat plays junk at Oban high school

Local
Producers
Markets

START AGAIN
MARCH 4th

Interested Consumers 
and Producers

Contact   01631 720223
market@lorn.org.uk

Local Origins Rural Network

www.lorn.org.uk
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TWO CHARITY workers, undertaking a 
6,000-mile journey from Coll to Thailand, 
almost ended their trip on the neighbouring 
island of Tiree because of the recent cold 
snap.

Nick Rowland and Nadia Igsiz from the 
Coll-based Project Trust visit gap year 
students who have volunteered to stay with 
communities in South America, Africa and 
Asia. But on a recent trip to Thailand, where 
22 of the charity’s 200 volunteers are based, 
Nick and Nadia got stuck on Tiree when 

runway.

cancelled two days running, they decided to 
get the ferry to Oban before hitching a lift to 

Bangkok via Luton and Dubai.
Nick said: ‘I had phoned the day before 

we left Coll and was told everything was 

runway froze over and we were stuck on 

Tiree for two days. ‘We spent our time there 
contacting Thai hosts and volunteers to let 
them know the ‘change of plan’. We were 
actually feeling quite smug at the start of the 

would avoid all the icy roads!’
After four days of travelling the exhausted 

pair had to make up for lost time and it was 
a week into their fortnight stay in Thailand 
before they got a rest day.

Project Trust closed applications for its 
2010 12-month programme earlier than 
usual after receiving the highest numbers of 
volunteers in the trust’s 42-year history. 

Ingrid Emerson MBE, Director of Project 
Trust, said: ‘With the marked increase in 
numbers, it has left us with the challenging 
task of opening new projects for the 
volunteers.

‘We now have a number of new countries 
in the pipeline, some we haven’t visited for a 
while and some that will be completely new. 
We are absolutely thrilled with what we have 

Nick Rowland and Nadia Igsiz, right, pictured in Mae 
Sai, Thailand, with volunteers Laura Cockburn and 

Rachel O’Neill.

40 years together: Celebrating their ruby 
wedding anniversary on January 29 were 

Angus and Margaret Ferguson, Windyedge, 
Portnahaven, Isle of Islay.

Ruby wedding

CÒISIR Ghàidhlig Ìle, 
Islay’s senior Gaelic choir, 
started the new season’s 
singing on January 14 and is 
delighted to welcome several 
new singers to the choir.

Members are learning this 
year’s new National Mòd 
prescribed pieces, under the 
baton of conductor Iseabail 
Mactaggart.

Members of Còisir 
Ghàidhlig Ìle make up 
Islay’s mixed voice, ladies 
and male-voice choirs, 
and will be singing at Islay 
community events as well as 
at local and National Mòd 
competitions.

The choir is currently 
fundraising to help with 
travel costs for competing in 
this year’s National Mòd in 
Thurso.

Choir practices are held 
on Thursday evenings in 
Bowmore village hall at 
7.30pm.

The choir’s annual dinner 
was held on January 30 in 
Port Charlotte Hotel, where 
a fun, sociable and musical 
time was had by all the 
members and partners who 
attended.

Mòran taing to Grahame 
and Isabelle Allison of Port 
Charlotte Hotel for extending 
their generous hospitality to 
the choir again this year.

Còisir
Ghàidhlig
Ìle starts 
the year

A SWITCH of venue for the annual Burns Ceilidh 
and Dance of the Highlands and Islands Society of 
London (HISL) led to the organisers feeling an extra 
air of anticipation.

For the new venue was the famous old York Hall at 
Bethnal Green in east London, a venue best known 
for its boxing events and luxurious Turkish Baths!  

But neither of these two entertainments was on offer 
on Saturday January 23 when the HISL converged on 
the main hall.

The fantastic talents of musicians Stuart Cameron, 
Simon Moran and Andrew MacPherson, who make 
up the ceilidh band ‘Deoch ‘n’ Dorus’, quickly had 
people up dancing and after songs by Sandy Jones, 
including the lovely ‘Bonnie Wee Thing’, the moment 
arrived to bring in the haggis.

Led by piper Donald MacRury and with the haggis 
held aloft by Leodhasach chef Donald George 
MacDonald, Alasdair McCrae, who proposed the 
toast to the haggis, brought up the rear.  

Smiles
His rendering of Burns’ much-loved verses starting 

with the line ‘Here’s to your honest sonsie face’ 
brought smiles to everyone as he intermingled the 
lines with his own well-rehearsed wry and comical 
stage ‘asides’ to the audience.

The Victorian grandeur of York Hall, with its 
elaborate wrought-iron railings skirting the balcony, 
provided a splendid setting for an event which 
honours a Scottish bard whose respect for the equality 
of all has meant that his words ‘that man to man the 
world o’er shall brothers be for all that’ are known 
throughout the world.

Judging by the way this Burns event drew - alongside 
many emigrant or holidaying Scots - an international 
crowd from every continent eager to sample some of 
Scotland’s famed repast as well as its songs, dance 
and poetry, HISL has managed successfully to uphold 
that sentiment.

HISL ceilidh venue 
switch proves a hit 

Send your district news 
to The Editor, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB, 

or email                    
 editor@obantimes.co.uk.

Thailand charity 
trip stalls in Tiree

Lismore
Your correspondent 
is Pauline Dowling: 
01631 760293

Successful
Burns
Supper
MORE than 60 people 
packed into the hall for this 
year’s Burns Supper, an 
extremely enjoyable and 
successful evening organised 
by Beth Campbell whose 
ability to mastermind such 
events is astonishing. 

When the tickets became 
available in early January, 
they were all sold within 
24 hours so many were 
disappointed and the hall 

over. 
In the absence of a piper 

Beth brought the haggis in to 
the sounds of Murray Willis’ 
accordion.

Murray also played 
at various times in the 
evening.

A cast of experienced Burns’ 
performers was assembled, 
starting with Iain Weir whose 
accomplished address to the 
haggis was much appreciated 
and enjoyed. Barbara 
McDougall led the Selkirk 
Grace and after the delicious 
food, Freda Drysdale 
gave an informative and 
amusing Immortal Memory, 
having stood in after a late 
cancellation.

Thanks to the labour 
- no doubt of love - of 
David White, the hall was 
decorated with framed 
extracts from Burns’ prose 
and poetry and David  had 

also printed table mats with 
extracts which the audience 
was invited to circulate after 
reading so everyone was not 
only greatly enjoying the 
food and bonhomie, but also 
paying due deference to the 
most celebrated poet not just 
in Scotland and Britain but 
the world. 

Freda explained there were 
more statues of Burns than 
of any other person apart 
from saints, who really do 
have a head start, and that 
more than 200 countries hold 
suppers in his honour. 

Katy Crossan gave a 
spirited reading of Tam 

O’ Shanter with audience 
participation and Beth’s 
rendition of To a Mouse was 
prefaced with the story that 
she used to walk in front 
of her late father’s tractor 
during harvest beating the 
ground to warn the many 

After Beth thanked the 
many who had helped her in 
making this yet another great 
evening of celebration in 
Lismore, John Livingstone 
thanked Beth on behalf of 
everyone.

The evening ended with 
linked arms and the singing 
of Auld Lang Syne.

Lochaline
Your correspondent 
is Alistair Scoular:
01967 421285

Achnabeag
Township 
Development
FOLLOWING a number of 
revisions to the proposed 
Achnabeag Township 
Development as a result 
of public consultation to 
the plans submitted for 
outline planning consent 

to The Highland Council, 
Ardtornish Estate Company 
(AEC) held another 
well attended meeting 
in Lochaline Hall on the 
evening of Monday January 
18.

Hugh Raven of AEC was 
again in the chair and he 
stated that he was very eager 
to hear what people thought 
of the amended proposals.

A major example of these, 
as stated by the architect Sally 
Semple, is that the access 
track through Achnabeag 
West has been removed and 
in an effort to preserve the 
surroundings of the ancient 

Achnaha cairn as requested 
by Historic Scotland the 
terrace of houses to its rear 
has been moved further 
west.

There has been a slight 
change as to how the three 
parts of the development 
would be phased but the 

employee David Mealand’s 
already designated plot of 
land above the B849 has 
already gained consent.

When the meeting was 
declared open, a host of 
questions ensued, such as: 
‘Was the estate self-building 
plots or building plots to 

sell?’ Hugh Raven answered 
that it would probably be a 
combination of both.

Some time was spent 
discussing the location of 
the eight houses that were 
planned below the B849 
and would they be visible 
from the road? The answer 
to this was no as the steep 
escarpment behind them 
would largely conceal their 
location.

Most vocal of all the 
development’s critics is 
retired doctor Michael 
Robertson who stated: ‘This 
is a nice rural area and you 
are destroying its assets. This 
is a commerce driven thing 
because you have a beautiful 
asset here and it is going to 
be taken over by multiple 
housing.

‘The actual place is 
becoming a housing scheme. 
You have the privilege 
of being in charge of the 
countryside, so treat it 
sensitively for you have that 
responsibility. Is this the best 
that you can do and is this 
the best that Ardtornish can 
think of?’

Hugh Raven strongly 
refuted this and stated that 
although there had been 
much criticism over the 
years for not releasing land 
for housing, what was now 
happening was long overdue 
and if realised would be 
‘an interesting mixed 
development in keeping with 
the environment’.

He again stated that what 
he wanted very much to see 
was a rise in the population of 
Morvern citing one instance 
of this being: ‘as the income 
of Ardtornish increased, then 
more jobs would become 
available there’.

Cold snap leads to two-day delay after leaving Coll

An open letter to MSPs from the Scottish newspaper industry

Dear Member of the Scottish Parliament

On behalf of the Scottish newspaper industry, we are publishing an open letter to express our deep
concern at a proposal from the Scottish Government to remove the requirement for important local
authority announcements to be publicised in Scottish newspapers.

We believe this proposal would remove a fundamental part of the democratic process and the
public’s right to know.

The Scottish Government proposal is such that important announcements (about the likes of road
closures, school closures, planning applications, anti-social behaviour, public finances, gambling
licenses, compulsory land purchase and the local environment) would not be published in
newspapers, but would be listed instead on a Government website.

Given that nearly ten times* as many people in Scotland use newspapers than they do the internet
as their main source of information about their local area, we believe this proposal is flawed and
will undoubtedly lead to greatly reduced scrutiny and therefore accountability for local government
announcements and actions.

There will be the risk of less open, more secretive government and of many grass roots issues
being decided without proper consultation and debate. In a democratic society, it is difficult to
understand how the Scottish Government can contemplate disenfranchising large numbers of the
public by resorting to less effective communication channels.

We recognise that it is an unusual step to be publishing an open letter from the diverse spectrum of
Scottish newspapers, but we believe that a fundamental democratic issue is at stake and that it is
vital that the public should know what is going on.

Yours faithfully

21 LANSDOWNE CRESCENT
EDINBURGH EH12 5EH
Tel: 0131 535 1064
Fax: 0131 535 1063
Email: info@scotns.org.uk

Angus County Press Ltd Associated Newspapers Ltd Clyde & Forth Press Ltd
Scottish Daily Record & Sunday Mail Ltd DNG Media Johnston (Falkirk) Ltd
Forth Independent Newspapers Ltd Herald & Times Group E & R Inglis Ltd
Orkney Media Group Ltd W Peters & Co Ltd Scottish Provincial Press Ltd
The Scotsman Publications Ltd The Oban Times Group CN Group Ltd
Stranraer & Wigtownshire Free Press The Shetland Times Ltd Tweeddale Press Group Ltd
Scottish & Universal Newspapers Ltd Strachan & Livingston Ltd Stornoway Gazette Ltd
News International Newspapers (Scotland) Ltd Galloway Gazette Ltd 

*Source: Ofcam media tracker
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OBAN Livestock Centre 
will welcome the Highland 
Cattle Society this weekend, 
Sunday, February 14 and 
Monday February 15, for 
the Society’s  119th Annual 
Spring Show and Sale.

Event organisers are 
celebrating what they 
describe as  ‘a fantastic 
entry’ with grood numbers 
forward in both the male and 
female sections.

The Society’s Spring Show 
and Sale is predominately 

focused on the male animals 
with over 60 animals entered 
this year in these classes.

Over the past couple of 
years interest from abroad 

last year 37 animals were 
purchased by European 
buyers. The show champion 
and top priced animal was 
sold for 14,000gns to the 
President of the German 
Highland Cattle Society, Mr 
Falko Steinberg.  

This year’s event is again 

attracting foreign buyers 
but, just as importantly, there 
will be a good representation 
from the home market with 
buyers heading to Oban 
looking for a bull for their 
own folds.

The spring show attracts 
the best of the breed and this 
year Society have several 
animals crossing the border 
from England to compete 
against their Scottish 
counterparts - hoping for a 
premium price at the sale.

February will also see some 
tremendous females entering 
the ring, with over 90 heifers 
entered, with the largest 
entry in the female section 
coming from the yearling 
classes - with one exhibitor 
bringing 12 heifers.

Apart from the serious side 
of the show and sale it is a 
great social and networking 
event with many members 
coming from near and far to 
catch up with other Highland 
enthusiasts.

Donald MacGillivray, a 
well known Highland cattle 
breeder from Pennygown on 
the Isle of Mull has the task 
of judging both male and 
female classes which start at 
9.30 am on Sunday morning, 
while Alastair Logan, well 
known auctioneer with 
Caledonian Marts will begin 
the auction on Monday 
morning at 10 am. 

This year the champion 
male and female animals 
will win a bottle of Black 

Bull whisky, a 12 yr old 
deluxe blended scotch 
whisky, provided by Duncan 
Taylor & Co Ltd.

The Society is pleased to 
be supported by Dalton ID 

Animal Health, UK Sires, 
Caledonian Marts & Frith 
Fold.

For further information 
- Highland Cattle Society, 
Stirling Agricultural Centre, 
Stirling FK9 4RN info@
highlandcattlesociety.com.

‘Fantastic entry’ boosts 119th Spring show and sale for Highland Cattle Society

THE ANNUAL Lochaber 
Shepherds Stock Judging 
Competition was held at 
Lochaber Rural Complex 
atTorlundy, last Friday night 
when judge for the evening 
was Daniel Urquhart.
Results:
Open Competition
1 Fergie MacLeod 373 
points;

2 Dawn Mackintosh 370 
points;
3 Claire MacCallum 364 
points;
4  Chloe Cameron 363 
points;
5 Claire Cameron 362 
points.
Ladies Competition win-
ner 
Dawn Mackintosh.

Children 5-16 years, 
1 Dawn Mackintosh 370 
points;
2 Claire MacCallum 364 
points;
3  Chloe Cameron 363 
points;
4 Fergus Beradelli 359 
points;
5 Amber Cameron 358 
points.

Team Competition
1 Kenny and Claire MacCal-
lum 724 points; 
2 Kevin Hunter and Kenny 
Mathieson 714 points; 
3 Robert and Margaret Lan-
gan 700 points.
Tup Lamb Competition 
1 Neil Aitchison; 
2 C and H MacIntyre; 
3 Kenny Mathieson.

Competitors at the stock judging assess a pen of Blackface tups at Torlundy

Lochaber shepherds put to the test

Young Ewan McGlynn has been kept busy after father 

holds this set of triplets, all tup lambs, as the mother keeps 
Picture - Kevin McGlynn

UNITED Auctions sold 4,017 
prime sheep including 3,340 
hoggs averaging 189.83(-
3.38p) and 677 ewes and 
rams at Stirling on Thurs-
day when Texel hoggs from 
Luckenburn sold to £99 and 
225p per kilo.

Texel ewes from Wester 
Auchencarroch sold to £103 
with Pathhead selling Suffolk 
ewes to £100.

DINGWALL and Highland 
Marts Ltd sold 116 store cat-
tle and 34 Over 30 Month cat-
tle at Dingwall last Tuesday 
when a smaller number than 
anticipated was on offer and 
many more could have been 
sold to advantage

Bullocks averaged 177.8p 
and sold to 205.1p per kg for 
a 395kg Limousin cross from 
Ballintraid, Invergordon, and 
£1,000 for a pen of 720kg Ab-
erdeen Angus crosses from 
The Laurels, Balblair.

Heifers averaged 174.9p 
and sold to 200.0p per kg 
for a pen of 375kg Charolais 
crosses from Easter Mucker-
nich, Tore, and £875 for a pen 
of 496kg Limousin crosses 
from Kindeace, Alness.

Young bulls  averaged 
135.2p and sold to 210.3p 
per kg for a pen of 635kg 
Charolais crosses from The 
Cloy, Fortrose, and £1,000 
for a 1075kg Aberdeen Angus 
from Galcantray Farm.

OTM prime and feeding 
cows averaged 95.9p and sold 
to 126.4p per kg and £1,125 
for an 890kg Charolais from 
Brenachie, Invergordon.

OTM clean bullocks and 
heifers averaged 118.8p 
and sold to 141.4p per kg 
for a 755kg Limousin cross 
heifer from Hilton Farm, 
Tain. OTM bulls averaged 
83.4p and sold to 91.4p per 
kg and £1,005 for a 1100kg 
Charolais from Boggiewell, 
Fortrose and 83.2p for a Lim-
ousin from Armadale Farm, 
Isle of Skye.

Low numbers 
boost trade at 
Dingwall

Texel hoggs 
sell to £99

THE CROFTERS’ bull hire 
scheme will continue but at 
a reduced level, the Scottish 
government has announced.

The scheme will continue, 
however, Environment Minis-
ter Roseanna Cunningham said 
that in the long-term communi-
ties should make arrangements 
to keep their own bulls and run 
the programme for themselves 
on a more localised basis.

Following an increase in fees 

crofters will pay £1,250 to hire 
an animal. The government 
said without the subsidy it 
would cost crofters £3,400.

Ms Cunningham said: ‘I 
asked the review group to con-
sider community-run studs. 

‘They concluded that this is 
not practicable in the short-
term for a number of reasons. 

‘Community groups should 
start to build their own capac-
ity with a view to running studs 
where bulls are needed most.’

Communities could arrange 
own bull hire scheme

01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL : BEST PRICES

TIMBER DIRECT
FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland 

Delivery available
For a competitive quote

please
call

COVENTRY
for FENCING

PEDIGREE
REGISTERED

HIGHLAND CATTLE 
FOR SALE

1 Stock Bull, 7 Cows in 
calf, 2  3year old Heifers 
in calf, 1 yearling Heifer, 
1 unregistered cow with 
bull calf at foot, easy to 
handle and very quiet, 

calving March/April. 
Telephone 

01470 542360

C. HODGE 
FENCING

01631 563271
All types of fencing

Our timber is treated 
HC4(Ground Contact) and
sustainably grown to meet 

new grant standards.

Our wire fencing systems are 
Tornado or Sentinel, 

the two most innovative and 
enduring products available.

If it doesn’t last it 
wasn’t worth it.

West Coast
Property Guide

www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk
Sell your property online at our new website:

TO LET FOR SALE

WANTED COMMERCIAL

Surveyors, Forest Managers, Estate Agents, Architects and Building Surveyors. 

TO LET
New Ulva, Tayvallich
This very desirable 
detached house 
has recently been 
comprehensively
modernised and is 
situated in a rural 
location with views 
over the sea and 
the surrounding 
countryside.  The property offers unfurnished 
accommodation comprising:  Entrance hall, 
large dining kitchen, lounge, three bedrooms and 
bathroom.   Electric Heating.  Double Glazed.
Rent £450 p.m. plus Council Tax “Band C”.  One 
month’s rent required as a deposit.  Available on 
a 6 month’s short assured tenancy with option 
to extend.  Viewing highly recommended.
References essential.  Available now.

NEW TO MARKET
Flat 3, Glenquaich House, Oban
Extremely well 
presented, spacious 

close to the town 
centre and amenities.  
Lovely views across 
Oban Bay, Pulpit 
Hill and the Sound 
of Kerrera.  In walk 
in condition, the 
accommodation
comprises: Hallway, 
lounge, modern 

bedrooms and 
shower room.  Double glazed.  Gas central heating.  
Secure door entry system. Garden ground to rear.
Garage.  Shed. FIXED PRICE £164,950

WANTED
TO BUY

Detached Property 
with 4/5 beds or Plot / 
Land to build similar

Private garden & mains 
water, ideally with 

Email:
obanhomeseeker@yahoo.co.uk

FOR SALE OR LEASE
Campbeltown

Workshop with store above and large 
yard at rear (ex Bike Centre).

Town centre location, close to all 
amenities, including harbour.

For further details 
telephone 01586 554480

FULLY 
FURNISHED 

3 BEDROOMED 
HOUSE IN 

BARCALDINE
Central heating, garden, 

double driveway, £600 pcm 
plus council tax and bills, no 
dss, smoking or pets please.  

Telephone 
07958500942.

TO LET
FURNACE, Argyll
End-Terrace, Furnished, 
3 bedrooms, loch views, 

garden, wheelchair 
access, near surgery, 

shop, bus route, 
£495 pcm + bills+tax. 

Contact 0141 586 7093.
mark@timos.co.uk

HOUSES TO LET
On outskirts of 

KINLOCHLEVEN
With views,3 bedrooms, 2 

goods in kitchen, back 

Further details: 
Telephone 01855 
831900 after 6pm 
or 0790 9963667

To Let
2 Bedroomed 
Furnished Flat
Central Oban

£500 pcm + 
1 month deposit

(plus C/Tax & Utilities)
No smokers, pets or DSS

07515 853 549

CORPACH
Cottage to Let

Semi Detached Cottage, 
adjacent to Caledonian 
Canal, part furnished, 

3 bedrooms, living room/
kitchen, shower room, 

dg, electric ch.

Rent £550pcm, 
available immediately. 

View Telephone 
01463 258042

Oban 2 bedroom 
ground floor flat

Furnished, ample 
parking, non smoking. 

£525 p.c.m. 
plus bills plus 

deposit.
Employers ref. 

essential
Tel 07515018195

For Rent
Three bed, two 

unfurnished
at 49 Main St, 
Campbeltown.
DHS welcome 

£345 pm ex. Small 
Deposit required.
Tel 07798618607

TO LET
Large Family House 

in Town Centre
Ideal position has 

potential to runas Bed 
and Breakfast.  Seven 
bedrooms, most of the 
bedrooms are en-suite.  

£350 per week
Sorry no pets

For more information 
telephone

01631 562937
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Those Were The Days

Wallace 
Optometrists
0845 230 EYES

(3937)

Call today and
book your

comprehensive
eye examination

For

 people
who
really
care

 about
their

eyesight

Sponsored by
Wallace Optometrists

Last
Week’s 
Solution

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWORD

Gordon’s ‘match 
of the day’
UNDERSTANDING Ca-
manachd Association offi-
cials agreed to a vital shinty 
league tie being re-arranged 
to enable Oban Camanachd 
star, Gordon Macintyre, to 
get to the church on time. 

Camanachd’s opponents, 
local rivals Oban Celtic, 

between the two sides being 
re-timed to start at 11.30am. 

not have started until the 
afternoon.

Central defender Gordon 
played a key role in his 
side’s 2-1 victory. 

But the real ‘match-of-the-
day’ took place only a few 
hours later when Gordon 
was whisked almost straight 
from the ground to the altar 
to wed Sharon Ramage. 

Gordon, 28, and 26-year-
old Sharon, from Glasgow, 

tied the knot in Oban and 
Kilmore Parish Church. 

Said a relieved Sharon: ‘I 
was not surprised when he 
insisted on playing in the 
match on our wedding day. I 
know how important shinty 
is to Gordon. 

‘He did the same before 
his brother’s wedding at 
which he was an usher and 
he turned up late with a big 
cut down his head. 

‘I was just crossing my 

in the church in one piece.’ 
Sleeper battle 
TUESDAY night’s sleeper 
from Fort William to Lon-
don was fully booked – with 
passengers fighting for its 
survival.

Highland Regional 
Council had booked all 
available sets on the sleeper, 
heading for the Scottish 
Grand Committee debate at 
10.30am on Wednesday. 

Following the success 
of the meeting to launch 
the protest group in Fort 
William, the Stop This 
Railway Madness (STORM) 
group will hold another 
meeting on Saturday in 
Inverness, again addressed 
by Charles Kennedy and 
Brian Wilson. 

The organiser of STORM, 
Mr Bill Williams, said: ‘The 
support we have received 
is tremendous and from all 
over the country – because 
this isn’t just about Fort 
William and the Highlands, 
it is about the nation’s 
railways as a whole.’

for a Princess
AN UNWANTED catch 
thrown overboard by many 
fisherman is being turned 
into a delicacy for the rich 
and famous, thanks to the 
enterprise of a Skye fish 

processing company. 
Squat lobsters are being 

marketed by Broadford-
based Isle of Skye Seafood 
Ltd as ‘Isle of Skye 
Langostino’ and are proving 
popular among some of 
Britain’s top chefs. 

The Skye langostino have 
been set before royalty at a 
function held by Princess 
Michael of Kent who, 
according to Gloucester-
based caterer William 
Beeston, was delighted by 

He said: ‘Princess Michael 
loved them, and we include 
them in almost all of our 
functions with similar 
results.

‘The Isle of Skye 
Langostino went down 
particularly well at a dinner 
we held for computer giants 
Hewlett Packard, which 
was attended by Mr Packard 
himself.’

IN OBAN and on the west coast 
homelessness is often hidden 
from the public eye. People are 
not seen begging on the street or 
indeed sleeping rough - as far as 
most people would know. 

But signs of homelessness can 
be found.  The growing number 
of marriage break ups, family 
breakdown – or when people 
who want to live in an area and 

means people are potentially 
homeless.

themselves; homeless charity 

that in  Argyll and Bute 181 
households were living in 
temporary accommodation this 
time last year and there were a 
total of 614 homeless households 
in 2008-2009. 

There are a number of charities 
and unique individuals who take 
practical measures to change 
the lives of people who are 
homeless.

For instance, a soup kitchen 
runs twice a week in the Salvation 
Army Hall which was started by 
Oban women Iona Macmillan 
and Jessie MacDonald. 

Craig McKinsty, territorial 
envoy for the Salvation Army, 
said: ‘We run a soup kitchen 
for people who are homeless 
or potentially homeless in 
Argyll. More than 15 people 
come to the Salvation Army 
Hall on Stevenson Street on a 
Wednesday or Saturday night 

between 7pm and 9pm for a hot 
soup and some cakes (donated 
by Bossards Coffee Shop).

‘Although we have only 
been open for a few weeks the 
need for our service is already 
showing. We opened up on New 
Year’s Day and 23 people came 
along. Our service thrives with 
the donations that we receive. 

‘At Christmas time we managed 
to buy everyone a present. For 
some of these guys it was their 

‘There are misconceptions that 
there are no homeless people 

in with the image of the happy 
seaside town. But there is a 
problem and there are some 
people who are doing something 
very positive about it.’

Moira MacVicar,  Argyll and 
Bute Council’s community 
support development manager, 
said: ‘The most common cause 
for homelessness is relationship 
breakdown between a couple or 
between a parent and child.

‘We are here to help. We have 

telephone line where people can 
access services for homeless.

‘We will work closely with many 
partner organisations in the third 
sector to offer help and support to 
individuals and families in need. 
We have, of course, partnerships 
with organisations such as 
Blue Triangle and Quarriers 
Rooftops for single people. We 
also have access to a range of 
temporary accommodation. 
We are trying to use bed and 
breakfast accommodation less, 
as a emergency means only.
‘Obviously we would be keen 
to prevent homelessness in the 

educational and advice lines 
on offer for people. One such 
project is the Timebank where 
people can give their time to 
help support people who are 
homeless. This would involve 
an hour or two a week to help 
someone to attend appointments, 

housekeeping.
‘In Argyll we have a huge 

number of success stories 
with people moving on from 
homelessness. We want to 
work in partnership to secure 
good quality support and 
housing for anyone who is 

at risk of homelessness.’
A project that has had great 
successes in helping young 
people into homes are Quarriers 
Rooftops, Oban. David Lyon, 
project manager, said: ‘Young 
people are referred to the 
Rooftops project through Home 
Argyll – the central database for 
the housing register. 

‘After assessing a person’s 
needs we provide a unique 
programme to provide practical 
skills such as cooking, budgeting 
and planning menus and help 
with gaining skills in maintaining 
a tenancy including dealing

‘There is a shortage of 
accommodation for young single 
people so we have a number of 

to offer to people. Generally 
we house people for two to 
three years while they wait for 
a permanent home on the full 
housing list.

‘Rooftops offers affordable 
and accessible accommodation 
to young people allowing them 
to remain in Argyll and take up 
training and employment.’

Mr Lyon is convinced that 

housing and employment are 
implicitly linked. 

‘If we can get young 
single people off to a good 
start involving housing and 
employment then Quarriers are 
providing skills for life,’ he said. 

average cost of a failed tenancy 
can cost agencies upwards of 
£15,000. We put measures in 
place to aim to  prevent this ever 
happening.’

New Start Oban provide 
spacks for people moving on 
from homelessness. Providing 
essential items such as bed 
covers, toasters and cutlery, the 
small charitable organisation has 
delivered more than 20 packs 

generous donations from local 
churches and individuals it 
would be impossible to carry 
on.

People on the west coast may 
be the ‘invisible homeless’ but, 
with charities and the local 
authorities working together, 
a real difference is being made 
to accept each person’s unique 

forward for them. 

The high number of properties in 

disrepair and a lack of affordable new 

homes means Scotland is currently 

facing a major housing crisis. 

But how bad is the situation in Argyll?
EX-HOMELESS woman  Shel-
ley said: ‘When I came to Oban 
I had nothing. 

‘I got on the train with a 
bag that I shoved everything I 
could in and I spent the last of 
my money on a train ticket to 
the town.

‘I had been at university and 
then I got myself involved in a 
gang that did drugs. I couldn’t 
see my way out of it for a long 
time – until one day  I woke up 
and decided to run away. 

‘At the age of 25 that might 
seem a bit ridiculous but for 
me it was the only option.

‘When I got to Oban I slept 
rough.

‘I earned some money by 
washing dishes and helping 
out with cleaning after dark. I 
got enough money together to 
buy a tent and I used to call it 
my palace. 

but when it got cold I knew I 
needed help.

‘Because I didn’t come from 
Oban and because I didn’t have 
a permanent job I believed it 

to get help with housing. 
‘I now know that is not 

necessarily true. 
‘Staff from charities in 

town helped me as much as 
they could. They supported 
me through an interview for 
a hotel job that came with 
accommodation - and I have 
never turned back since.’

JOZEF moved to Fort William 
because he was promised a job 

But when the credit squeeze 
came he lost his job and began 
sleeping in a tent behind a 
supermarket.

One night he got drunk on 
vodka and was arrested by the 
police for causing a breach of 
the peace.

offence the 20-year-old man 
could not be released from 
custody as he did not have a 
permanent address – ending 
up spending weeks on remand 
because he had no address to 
allow bail conditions and no-
one to vouch for him.

Homelessness - 
more than just 
a big city issue
All my 
money on a 
train fare to 
hope

Weeks in 
jail - due to 
no address

The Oban Times 
discovers the 
people who 
are affected by 
homelessness
and the people 
who have gone 
out of their way 
to help them.

In 2008-09, 57,304 households made homeless applications to 
their local council in Scotland. This is a 0.2 per cent increase on 
the number of households who made homeless applications in 
2007-08.

In 2008-09, 40,513 households were accepted by their local 
authority as homeless or potentially homeless and 33,688 of 
those households were assessed as in priority need. 

The number of households accepted as homeless or potentially 
homeless has increased by 21 per cent since 1998-99. 

In 1998-99, 54 per cent of applications accepted as homeless 
were in priority need, rising to 83 per cent in 2008-09. 

In 2008-09 there were around 24,000 children living in house-
holds accepted as homeless.

How many people are 
homeless in Scotland?

Soup kitchen staff collect donations from Bossards Coffee Shop in Oban 16_t06home01

Garry MacEwan delivers a cheque for £1,000 to the soup kitchen from the MacQueen Bros Charitable Trust. 16_t06home02

Argyll’s homeless services praised for access but too much spent time in temporary homes 
HOMELESS services in Argyll 
and Bute have been assessed as 
being ‘fair’ after an inspection by 
the Scottish Housing Regulator.

While the local authority was 
found to have good access to 
homeless services and worked 
hard to prevent homelessness, it 

temporary accommodation and 
the length of time people waited 
for a permanent home needed to 
be improved.

Lesley Kerr, acting head 
of inspection at The Scottish 
Housing Regulator, said the 
council was committed to 
improving its services and the 

it is capable of addressing the 

Councillor George Freeman, 
Argyll and Bute’s spokesperson 
for housing and communities, 
said: ‘We are particularly 
delighted that the inspection 
team has recognised our strong 

customer focused approach, 
and the fact that we work very 
hard to prevent homelessness in 
Argyll and Bute.  

‘We also recognise that there 
are a number of areas in which 
we need to improve our service, 
and the council is committed to 
moving forward positively in this 

regard, working in collaboration 
with our partner agencies.’

Last year the council, which 
has responsibility homeless 
people but no longer has its own 
housing stock, received 848 
applications for assistance from 
homeless people.

The purpose of inspection is to 

assessment of the effectiveness 
of housing service delivery and 
to make recommendations to 
help improvement.

Argyll and Bute Council is 
Scotland’s second largest local 
authority by geographical area  
and has a population of 91,000.
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Across
7 Get your own back (6)
8 Misleading speech (6)
9 Get-up-and-go (4)
10 Contemptuous (8)
11 Vehicle someone else has been in (4-3)
13 Team of people (5)
15 Accord (5)
16 Cleanliness (7)
18 British peerage (8)
19 Place for earing (4)
21 Mental grasp (6)
22 Not acclaimed (6)

Down
1 "Your turn" (4)
2 Without restrictions (13)
3 Convention (7)
4 A shadow of one's former self (5)
5 Street expression (13)
6 Banana family (8)
12 Used to darken (8)
14 Get excited (5,2)
17 Buddy (5)
20 Shocking sound (4)
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AN extra £1 million has 
been allocated to help 

diversify, putting them 
-

ing.
Alan Reid, MP for 

Argyll and Bute, 
welcomed the funding, 
which he said would 

the region to get through 
the recession. He said: 
‘I know from talking 
to sub postmasters 
and postmistresses 
throughout Argyll and 
Bute, that they are keen to 
expand their businesses, 
but have experienced 

cash to enable them to 
do so.’

Boost for 
Scottish

Kinloch
wins star 
food award

AWARD-winning Duisdale 
House Hotel  on the Isle of 
Skye, which was named as 
Boutique Hotel of the Year 
2009 in the Hotel of the 
Year Awards and the High-
land Tourism Awards’ Most 
Entrepreneurial Business in 
2009, has started 2010 by 
scooping another prestigious 
accolade.

Duisdale House Hotel over-
came stiff competition from 
the The Cleveland Hotel in 
London and The Devonshire 
Arms Country House Hotel 
and Spa in Skipton to win the 
2010 HRS.com – Hotel Res-
ervations System,  - Award 
for marketing excellence.

The panel of judges from 
within the UK tourism in-
dustry described Duisdale 
House Hotel as: ‘A brilliant 
transformation of a run down 
2-star, 20 bedroom hotel on 
the Isle of Skye.

‘The enthusiastic marketing 
of the resulting luxury 18 
bedroom, 4-star hotel fol-
lowing a half a million pound 

KINLOCH Lodge in Sleat  
on the Isle of Skye has 
won a Michelin star for 
its food - the first such 
accolade for an eating 
establishment on the Isle 
of Skye.

Head chef Marcello 
Tully said his team was 
‘delighted’ to earn the 
coveted rating, awarded 
after inspectors found the 
hotel consistently gave 
discerning diners an ‘out-
standing’ culinary experi-
ence.

Singling out ‘superb’ 
sous chef Andrew Maclu-
gash’ for special mention, 
Mr Tully said: ‘This is the 
ultimate accolade for any 
chef. We’ve worked very 
hard together as a team 
in the three years since 
I’ve joined to develop an 
exciting, imaginative and 
diverse menu that, above 
all, celebrates the excep-
tional quality of the local 
produce we have on our 
doorstep.’

BUSINESS Gateway has been 
providing support to businesses 
across Argyll and Bute since 
July last year and already it has 
handled more than 500 enquiries 
and the advisers have supported 
almost 300 clients. 

‘Our aim is to provide practical 
help, advice and support for new 
and existing businesses.’ says 
Kate Fraser, from the Business 

-
gilphead.

‘We offer a range of advice 
services to help you start up or 
develop your business, through 
one to one support from our busi-
ness advisors, locally delivered 
courses, a website dedicated to 
business advice and a national 
enquiry service.’ 

Business Gateway can also 

direct businesses towards likely 
sources of finance like loans, 
grants or external investment. All 
of the support is available free of 
charge.

Business Gateway’s advisors 
are experienced business mentors 
who can relate to the needs of 
businesses as they have all spent 
time in the commercial world, 
both running their own businesses 
and in management positions. 
The advisor for Oban, Lorn and 
the Isles is Nicky Archibald, who 
travels throughout the area to 
provide support.

The next Start-Up Workshop 
will run in Oban on February 17 
and 18. Other workshops avail-
able include book-keeping, self-
assessment, website building and 
developing online trading. 

Free business advice from 
your Gateway team

refurbishment, has delivered 
some impressive results in-
cluding 2AA Rosettes for 
Food in 2009, and Boutique 
Hotel of the Year in 2009, 
with turnover in 2009 up 220 
per cent since 2007. 

They added:‘As business 
has grown so has that of their 
suppliers’.

Hotel owners Anne Gracie 
and Ken Gunn, manager 

David MacLennan and Anita 
Ujszaszi made the trip from 
their island-base at Sleat to 
a ceremony in London after 
Duisdale House Hotel was 
shortlisted in the marketing 
and innovation categories.

Anne Gracie said: ‘This 
award means a lot to us and 
is testament to the hard work 
and dedication of a very ener-
getic and enthusiastic team.’  

Anne Gracie collects the award in London

Isle of Skye hotel 
starts 2010 with top 
marketing award

UP to 4,000 west coast busi-
nesses have  the opportunity 
to receive £1,000 each by 
taking on a new apprentice.

The Modern Apprentice-
ships Grant scheme, man-
aged by national skills body, 
Skills Development Scot-
land, is aimed at businesses 
across a range of sectors, 
enabling them to recruit 
Modern Apprentices from 
both the 16-19 and 20+ age 
groups.

It is part of the Scottish 
Government’s ScotAction 
scheme which has allocated 
£4million to the project.

Grants of £1,000 per ap-
prentice are available until 
March 26, 2010.

Modern Apprenticeships 
training equips employees 

-

tions they need to build their 
career whilst strengthening 
the skill-set businesses in the 
short and long-term. 

Damien Yeates, chief exec-
utive of Skills Development 
Scotland, said:  ‘Modern 
Apprenticeships deliver key 
vocational skills needed by 
the Scottish economy.

‘For many years businesses 
-

vated and capable trainees 
and it’s very encouraging 
that yet more people and 
organisations will be able 
to make use of the scheme 
through the new Modern 
Apprenticeships Grant.

‘The value of an appren-
tice to a business cannot be 
overlooked.

‘They provide fresh skills 
that are needed to strengthen 
business growth both now 
and in the future. 

‘Apprentices deliver key 
specialist skills designed 
for business requirements 
which ensure that business-
es are effective, productive 
and competitive.

‘Investments such as the 
Modern Apprenticeships 
Grant allow us to assist Scot-
tish businesses to increase 
their skills base in a time 
when they need to be at their 
most productive, as well as 
boosting employment op-
portunities for people across 
a wide range of sectors.”

Education and Lifelong 

Learning Secretary Michael 
Russell said: ‘This govern-
ment is doing everything 
it can to help the Scottish 
economy through the reces-
sion and through ScotAction 
we are continuing to provide 

-
nesses and individuals. 

‘I want to offer all business-
es across Scotland £1,000 to 
take on a new apprentice. 
This will benefit our hard 
working companies and em-

the effects of the recession.
It will also provide increased 
skills training opportunities 
to thousands of individuals 
across Scotland.

‘No sector has been im-
mune from the recession and 
people of all ages are being 
affected. 

‘That is why today’s in-
centive is being broadened 
out to cover all sectors and 
apprentices of all ages.

‘Apprentices are vital for 
Scotland’s recovery.

‘The action we are taking 
shows that we are doing 
everything we can to make 
sure that businesses con-
tinue to invest in training for 
the people who will be our 
workforce of the future. 

‘Our whole economy has 
faced massive challenges 
over recent months. 

‘However, in order to en-
sure that our economy con-
tinues to be competitive in a 
global market over the next 
few years, we need to invest 
now in people who can de-
velop the skills we will need 
in the future.’

£1,000 bonus to give apprentices a start

‘The value of an 
apprentice to a 
business cannot be 
overlooked.’

BUSINESSES in Argyll and Bute looking to grow 
and prosper now have the option of a helping hand 
through the Business Mentoring Scotland project.

Run by Margaret Jacobsen in Argyll and Bute, 
the scheme aims to recruit volunteers, who are 
successful business people themselves, and match 
them with businesses of all kind in the area.

‘The aim is to help them actively grow because a 
lot of businesses get stuck,’ she said.

‘It is about helping the economy grow by helping 
businesses grow and be sustainable.’

The mentor will go into the business regularly 
over a period of a year, talk to the owner about 
any aspect of their business and help them achieve 
their aims.

Already the Argyll business mentoring project 
has 14 volunteer mentors who have been matched 

business and a small manufacturer.
‘Success breeds success,’ said Margaret. ‘If we 

can improve business success, we can help to 
improve the region.’

Margaret moved to the area just over two years 
ago and brings with her experience in marketing 
and mentoring small businesses in Yorkshire and 
she is also a volunteer for the Prince’s Scottish 
Youth Business Trust (PSYBT) in Argyll.

The mentor scheme is free to businesses which 
have been operating for more than a year and 
Margaret is keen to get more businesses matched 
up with mentors.

It is run by the Scottish Chambers of Commerce 
on behalf of the Scottish Chambers, LEADER and 
Highlands and Islands Enterprise.

For more information phone Margaret on 
07833177862.

Argyll and Bute businesses 
find a helping hand farmers

look to love 
boost
A COOPERATIVE of 19 
mussel and oyster farms 
based on the Scottish West 
coast and Shetland are pre-
dicting a sales boom as many 
consumers, with their eye on 
Valentine’s Day, seek out a 

known for its aphrodisiac 
properties.

Farms belonging to the 
Scottish Shellfish Market-
ing Group anticipate a sales 
surge somewhere in the re-
gion of four times the norm 
with around 140,000 oysters 
being snapped up in Valen-
tine’s week, fuelled by the 
oyster’s close associations 
with romance.  Mussel sales 
are also expected to double 
over the period. 

Stephen Cameron, manag-
ing director, said: ‘Every year 

-
cant boost in oyster and mus-
sel sales, and we therefore 
have to plan our harvesting 
and distribution operations 
very carefully to ensure that 
we can meet such a high level 
of demand.’

Both oysters and mussels 
are claimed to contain miner-
als such as magnesium, cop-
per, iodine, iron and selenium 
– as well as zinc, which is 
critical to human libido and 
male fertility.

-
joyed strong sales growth 
over the last year and part of 
this can be attributed to the 
growing recognition amongst 
consumers that mussels and 
oysters not only taste great, 
but are healthy to eat too and 
can certainly provide a lift 
to your love life,’ said Mr 
Cameron.

A LARGE number of hotels in the 
West Highlands and islands are 

in the Oscars of the hospitality 
trade - the Scottish Hotel Awards 
2010.

Proving the area is one of the top 
places to stay and eat in Scotland, 

Loch Lomond-side including 
Kinloch Lodge, Sleat, in the hotel 
of the year category.

Ardanaiseig Hotel near Kilchre-
nan on Loch Awe, Barcaldine 
House, north Lorn, and Kinloch 
Lodge are up against each other, 
as well as others, in romantic ho-
tel of the year; Inverlochy Castle 

award while in the small country 
hotel category, the Argyll Hotel 
on Iona and Harbour Inn on Islay 

pops up again as a country house 
hotel, a romantic restaurant and a 

The Inner Hebrides dominate 
the islands hotel of the year 
category, with the Highland Cot-
tage, Mull; Harbour Inn, Islay; 
Colonsay Hotel, Colonsay; Coll 
Hotel, Coll; and Scarinish Hotel, 

in the good-for-the-soul category, 
along with Glenfinnan House 

the bar food awards along with 
the Plockton Hotel and Inverbeg 
Inn, Luss.

The informal dining experience 
category sees the Cairnbaan Ho-
tel, Mid Argyll, take on the likes 
of the Boathouse Restaurant at 
DeVere Cameron House Hotel 

on Loch Lomond.
Kilchrenan’s Taycreggan Hotel 

award and the Airds Hotel and 
Restaurant, Appin and Kinloch 
Lodge are finalists in the fine 
dining restaurant award.

Ardanaiseig Hotel chef Gary 

the year category.

in the hotly contested eco hotel of 
the year award and Mull’s High-
land Cottage Hotel is looking to 
pick up another award from the 
Scottish Hotel of the Year Awards 
in the customer care and service 
award 2010/gold medals.

The judging period runs up 
until a week before the awards 
ceremony on March 28, where 
the winners are announced, and 
categories include many es-
tablishments which have been 
nominated but have yet to be 

West Highlands and islands hotels 
line-up for Scottish ‘Oscars’
Mull, Coll, Tiree, Islay and Colonsay amongst the nominations

REPORT by 
MARIAN MILLER
mmiller@obantimes.

co.uk

Business Mentoring

If you have been in business for over one 
year and want to develop your business skills

Contact Margaret 07833 177862 
mjacobsen@businessmentoringscotland.org

Business Mentoring
Argyll & Bute    07833 177862
mjacobsen@businessmentoringscotland.org

Lochaber    07798 464763
rhawkes@busienssmentoringscotland.org

Make the most of online 
trading and marketing
Learn how to exploit online trading and marketing opportunities 
for your business.
This FREE workshop will help businesses develop their online presence and increase 
online sales. It is aimed at those who already have a little experience now looking to 
increase the amount of trading they do online, or for those businesses who are new 
to online trading but keen to exploit the opportunity.
The workshop covers everything from online shops, payments and legal aspects to 
effectively marketing and advertising your business online.
The format of the workshop is part presentation, part discussion and part hands-on, 
with the opportunity to ask questions about developing these opportunities for your 
particular business.
The workshops will run on the following dates:

Monday 1 March – Scottish Association Marine Science, Dunstaffnage - 10.30am - 4pm
Tuesday 2 March - Hunters Quay Hotel, Dunoon - 10am – 3.30pm
Tuesday 30 March - The Argyll Hotel, Inveraray - 10am – 3.30pm

To book your place please call 01546 605459 or email business.gateway@argyll-bute.gov.uk 
Places are strictly limited to 12 so we advise you to book early.

Build your own business website 
Learn from scratch how to build and manage an attractive and effective website 
for your business.
This FREE workshop will show you how simple it is to develop your own business website 
and keep it up to date yourself. It is ideal for businesses that don’t have their own website 
yet, or for those who do but want to take control of managing it themselves. 
No prior knowledge or skills other than basic web browsing and text editing skills are 
required to use this simple but powerful website building tool. 

The workshops will be held on the following dates:
Tuesday 23 March - Scottish Association for Marine Science, Dunstaffnage - 
10.30am - 4pm
Wednesday 24 March - Hunters Quay Hotel, Dunoon - 10am – 3.30pm
Wednesday 31 March - The Argyll Hotel, Inveraray - 10am – 3.30pm

To book your place please call 01546 605459 or email business.
gateway@argyll-bute.gov.uk no later than 8th March. Places are 
strictly limited to 12 so we advise you to book early.

Practical help, advice and support 
for new and growing businesses

To find out how Business Gateway can help your business, contact 
the local office on 01546 605 459 or visit www.bgateway.com
Supporters of the Oban Times Business pages
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FOR NEARLY 40 years 
Oban travel agent Eric Smith 
has been sending holiday-
makers from Argyll all over 
the world.

But Eric Smith now plans 
to bring the world to Argyll 
with his new Destination 
Management Company, 
Argyll and Highland 
Incoming.

Partnership
Argyll and Highland 

Incoming is an innovative 
new company, which Eric has 
established with his Icelandic 
business partner Arngrimur 
(Archie) MacKenzie 
Baldursson. It will offer 
tailored holiday packages for 
corporate organisations and 
groups who want to come 
to Scotland, and Argyll in 
particular.

While Eric provides the 
local knowledge and his 
travel agency experience, 
Archie has run a similar 
company in Denmark and 
Iceland for the past 15 years, 
running corporate visits to 
Iceland, Scotland and Ireland 
and in recent years has turned 
over £2 million per annum. 
Among his customers are 
technology giants Sony and 
Nokia.

The pair now wants to 
recreate this success in 
Argyll and is asking local 
contractors to get involved. 

Argyll aims to welcome the world

‘THE ONLY reason we moved to Stevenson 
Street was to compete with Thomas Cook 
next door,’ was the frank admission from 
Eric Smith, revealing how he set about 
becoming the number one travel agent in 
Oban.

Mission accomplished, he has refused 
to rest on his laurels and has moved his 

agency to a prime spot in Argyll Square.
The new premises, only a stone’s throw 

from the town’s busiest store, Tesco, gives 
Eric Smith World Travel a more prominent 
position in the town.

But location aside, the business has not 
changed, from the staff to the great deals 
on offer.

‘We are still part of the Worldchoice 
consortium of nearly 500 individual shops,’ 
says Eric, who has been a travel agent in 
Oban for 37 years.

‘That gives the ability to match any deals 
offered by other travel agents and give 

Eric’s business prides itself on putting 

means you will get the holiday you want 

– not the holiday you are told to have.
Eric explained: ‘I started with Pickford’s 

Travel Service in 1973 but went out on my 
own in 1991 and was based in Stafford 
Street for the next 10 years.

‘It was the way forward because I hated 
being told what to sell and who to sell it 
to. Being independent meant I could give 
people what they wanted.’

Eric’s business thrived, moving to 
the larger premises in Stevenson Street 
and now Argyll Square. The bright and 

change but there are the same familiar faces 
behind the desks: Manager Diane MacColl, 
who also worked at Pickford’s Travel 
Service before moving on to several other 
independent travel agencies and joining 

speaker Margaret Turner, who joined the 
company after moving from South Uist 

who joined the company a year ago but is 
already a popular member of staff.

If you haven’t booked your summer 
holiday for 2010, let Eric Smith World 
Travel help.

Eric said: ‘We’ll ask people 
what they want from a trip to 
Scotland and package it up 
for them.

‘For years I have been 
sending people away from 
Argyll, but there is a gap 
in the market for incoming 
business.

‘And when tourists are 
planning a trip to Argyll, they 
might book their hotel and 
maybe a ferry but everything 

else is organised when they 
get here.

‘By putting together a 
holiday package, they can 

and book it through us before 
they get here.’

Argyll and Highland 
Incoming will be aimed at 
groups interested in multi-
adventure trips and outdoor 
sports. SuperJeep tours above 
Loch Creran, whisky and 

golf tours on Islay and Mull 
wildlife tours are among the 
many activities the company 
hopes to offer.

Eric and Archie are keen 
to hear from proprietors, 
caterers and tour guides in 
the area and anyone who 
has 4x4 vehicles or RIBS, 
who would like to work 
with Argyll Incoming and 

tourism.

A DUNOON based com-
pany has developed new 
technology to protect ships 
and yachts from the threat of 
pirates at sea.

ProForm Marine, in 
conjunction with Finnish 
based inventor Scott 
Butcher, has created the 
Sealase defence system – a 
long-range laser so bright 
that when it is directed at 
pirates it can force them to 
retreat.

The launch of Sealase comes 

pirate attacks.  Paul Kerr, 
director of ProForm Marine, 
said:  ‘Piracy has been a 
threat to commercial and 
private ships for some time.  
Increasingly, the response to 
protect commercial interests 
has been the use of military 
escorts which has inevitably 
contributed to an increase in 
shipping costs and impeded 
delivery.’

Sealase costs £55,000 but 
Mr Kerr says that in the 
last 18 months alone pirates 
have seized £125 million.  
He added: ‘You can see it’s a 

The company has already 
received a substantial 
number of urgent enquiries 
from wealthy yacht owners, 
major shipping lines and 
militaries worldwide.

Four years ago Mr Kerr, a 
former Royal Marine set up 
ProForm Marine, a security 
company that travelled with 
ships through dangerous 
waters providing support 
and military expertise.

Sealase has been shortlisted 
for a national John Logie 
Baird Award for Innovation. 
Isabell Majewsky, chief 

which organises the awards, 
said:  ‘ProForm Marine 
demonstrates exactly what 
the John Logie Baird Awards 
are about and that Scottish 
innovative talent is still 
going strong.’

Dunoon
company
tackles
sea pirates

is supporting a businessman’s 
quest to appear on the entre-
preneurial television show 
Dragon’s Den by selling his 
unique Haggis Dogs.

The Oban cinema is one of 

to sell the unusual product, 
dreamt up by Lanarkshire 
businessman Mark Shaw, 
who runs the catering com-
pany Haggis and Neeps.

Mr Shaw revealed that 
his product was due to be 
launched at last year’s Oban 
Hogmanay Street Party, 
which had to be cancelled.

The tasty treat contains the 
typical haggis ingredients, 
topped with Mr Shaw’s own 
Chutneeps.

Highland Theatre owner 
-

ed selling the Haggis Dogs 
last weekend and they were 
very popular with everyone 
who tried one.

Address to a Haggis Dog

Highland Theatre’s Gavin Fraser serves up another 
popular Haggis Dog. 07_t06haggis01

there and we will stick with 
them for the next few weeks 
to see how they sell.’

The cinema is opposite the 

took over a few samples on 
Saturday night for punters.

‘They seemed to go down 
well at the pub but people 
were telling me they had 
never considered the cinema 
for getting a late-night snack, 
even though we are open until 
11pm most nights.’

A CAR that featured in Ital-

will now be helping learners 
to drive in Oban.

The Fiat 500 known for its 
bubble shape and retro-look 
was presented to driving 

to teach the skills of driving. 
He was chosen to use the car 
in his lessons as one of the 
most loyal BSM instructors 
in the country.

And after teaching pupils 
for more than 20 years, in 
Hamilton and Oban, he is 
looking forward to cutting 
a dash in the white style 
classic.

easy to drive and has all the 
latest features.’

Driving instructor Graeme Cowan in his new learner 
vehicle the Fiat 500. 

Learning to drive in style

NORTH and West Argyll 
Forest Education Initia-
tive (FEI) has received a 
£105,000 grant to deliver 
forest school sessions and 
outdoor learning projects in 
the area.

The money will be used 
to employ a development 

worker who will be charged 
with delivering a total of 18 
projects using woodlands in 
Argyll.

The FEI co-ordinator 
will also be responsible 
for supporting local forest 
school leaders, liaising 
with schools, promoting the 

organisation and accessing 
funding for continued 
growth.

The grant was awarded 
from the Forestry 
Commission Scotland’s 
Woods In and Around 
Towns initiative and Forest 
for People challenge funds.  

Forest school sessions gain £105,000 grant

ARGYLL & HIGHLAND
INCOMING

Oban’s exciting new Incoming Tour Operator opened 
at 4, George Street on 4th January 2010, specialising in 
bringing new tourism business to Argyll and the Isles!
FEATURING... Tailor made arrangements 
to YOUR specification or pre-packaged... for  
companies,  special interest groups, families 
or individuals.

“We take care of it”. We use only the 
best local tour companies and operators to 
give you the Highland Holiday you will always 
remember, at value for money prices.

MEETINGS
INCENTIVES
CONFERENCES
EVENTS
GROUP TOURS
SELF DRIVE TOURS

ADVENTURE TOURS
ACTIVITIES
ACCOMMODATION
VIP TOURS
EXCURSIONS
SPECIAL INTEREST & SPORT

COMBINED TRAVEL EXPERIENCE OVER 50 YEARS

ERIC C. SMITH F.INST.TT
ARNGRIMUR  MACKENZIE-BALDURSSON

4, George Street , Oban, Argyll

Tel: 01631 570145 email: archie@ice-travel.com
www.argyll-incoming.co.uk

www.gowestravel.co.uk

The number one travel agent 
in Oban has moved.
Call in today and book your 
summer holiday for 2010.
Book through Eric Smith World Travel and 
enjoy a trouble free holiday or journey, at 
very competitive prices.

Remember, if you’re 
not with us you’re 
on your own!!!

Eric Smith World Travel

BUSINESS TRAVEL
LEISURE TRAVEL PACKAGES
TAILOR MADE TRAVEL 
CRUISES
LATE DEAL BARGAINS FROM £150.00
FLIGHTS UK AND OVERSEAS 
TRAVEL INSURANCE AT GREAT RATES
HOLIDAY AND BUSINESS CAR HIRE 
CITY BREAKS 
LOW COST AIRLINE BOOKINGS WITH EASYJET, RYANAIR ETC.
CRUISES, UK AND OVERSEAS 
FERRY TRAVEL
RAIL PASSES 
HEBRIDEAN PRINCESS BOOKINGS
SWAN HELLENIC AGENT 
VOYAGES OF DISCOVERY AGENT
COMMISSION FREE HOLIDAY MONEY 
AIRPORT HOTELS AND PARKING

WE OFFER A PERSONAL SERVICE TAILORED TO
YOUR EXACT REQUIREMENTS PROVIDING:

Eric Smith World Travel
10, Argyll Square, 
Oban, Argyll
Tel: 01631 566818/9
email: expertise@gowestravel.co.uk
www.gowestravel.co.uk



Thursday 11 February, 2010 -  www.obantimes.co.uk16 o NEWS

HIGHLAND Council’s 
service point on the ground 

A HIGHLAND Council 

Sentence

Local hero: Maurin MacDonald.

Duo’s marathon mountain 
challenge marks festival

on service 

Budding scientists: Invergarry Primary School pupils.

Invergarry primary leads 
the way on science

girls

Caol in Bloom committee members Mrs Morgan, Dr Sen and Mrs Clelland with 
winners Natasha Faulkner, Rachel Melrose and Rhianna Cairns.

their schools

Marvellous 
Maurin’s a local 
Lochaber hero

Accountant Linda MacEwan, left, presents Knoydart Foundation 
development manager Angela William with the cheque.            

Knoydart Foundation’s cash boost

Home insulation day

Caol in Bloom anniversary winners
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THE TRIAL of a 
Kinlochleven man accused 
of assault has been continued 
until March 18 at Fort 
William Sheriff Court.

It is alleged Jamie 
Thomson, aged 20, of 14 
Glendale Road, assaulted 
another man at the astroturf 
pitch, Riverside Park, 
Kinlochleven, on July 24 last 
year by repeatedly punching 
and kicking him on the head 
and body to his injury. Mr 
Thomson denies the charge. 

THE TRIAL of a Fort William man 
accused of assaulting another man in a 
Fort William street has been continued 
at Fort William Sheriff Court until 
April 15.

It is alleged that Andrew Milne, 
aged 23, of 7 Torlundy Court, kicked 
and punched the man on the head and 
body to his injury in Cinema Lane on 
October 31 last year.

Mr Milne denies the charge.

A CORPACH man 

arrest him, it is alleged.
John MacLellan, aged 22, 

of 29 Clerk Drive, Corpach, 
is accused of breaching the 
peace by shouting, swearing, 
acting aggressively and 

Corpach, on November 27 
last year.

It is further alleged Mr 
MacLellan resisted four 

their duties and lashed out 
with his arms, blocked the 

struggled violently with 
them.

Mr MacLellan made no 
plea at Fort William Sheriff 
Court and trial was continued 
until February 18.

TWO LOCHABER men 
charged with assaulting a 
man will stand trial at Fort 

Thursday.
Steven Milne, of 6 

Kincardine Place, Fort 
William, and Erol Ozen, of 
12 Treig Road, Inverlochy, 
are accused of assaulting the 

Hotel, Fort William, on July 
5 last year by repeatedly 
punching and kicking him 
on the head and body and 
kicking him to the ground to 
his injury. 

The men, both aged 32, 
deny the charge.

TWO YOUNG children 
wandered the streets of Fort 
William after the woman 
in charge of them left them 
alone and unsupervised in 
a house in the town, it is 
alleged.

The woman is accused of 
neglecting the children, both 

in a manner likely to cause 
them unnecessary suffering 
or injury to their health.

It is alleged she failed to 
ensure the children were 
supervised and failed to 
close the doors of the house, 
so that the children were able 
to get out and walk round the 
local area, including a busy 
public road. 

Trial was continued until 
March 18 at Fort William 
Sheriff Court. 

THE CASE against a Kinlochleven 
man who allegedly scared two children 
by trying to take pictures of them has 
been deserted for the time being.

Justin McCarvill, aged 31, of 39 
Foyers Road, Kinlochleven, was 
charged with committing a breach of 

old children in the village and taking 
or attempting to take, or pretending 
to take, photographs of them to their 
fear and alarm at Leven Road and Park 
Road on December 8.

A witness’s failure to identify the 
accused at an identity parade meant 
the crown was dropping the charge 
meantime, Procurator Fiscal Ian Smith 
told Fort William Sheriff Court.

DELEGATES will gather for 
an NHS Highland workshop 
in Skye tomorrow cheered 
by news that the Scottish 
Government has approved 
funding for a new £1million 

Dr MacKinnon Memorial 
Hospital in Broadford.

The workshop, postponed 
from last summer to allow a 

to be held on ways to improve 
local health services, saw 
respondents place a new 
health centre at Broadford 
high on their shopping list. 

used by Broadford Medical 

for purpose and community 
representatives and 
healthcare professionals 
taking part in the survey 
were united in the view that 

HIGHLAND Council is 
warning anyone retailing 
sporting knifes, daggers 
and ceremonial swords that 
it will be an offence to sell 
them without a licence after 
June 1. 

The council is urging local 
businesses to apply for 
licences now so applications 
are processed before new 
legislation comes into 
effect. 

The licence costs £315 and 

To comply, dealers must 
make detailed written records 
on the day of any transaction 
and retain those records for 
three years, verify customer 
identity and seek proof the 
buyer is aged 18 or over.

PORTREE Primary School pupils 

litter competition by performing their 
winning entry in an Inverness square last 
Wednesday.

DVD for the video section of the Highland 

rivals from all over the Highlands to scoop 

They watched their winning entry, which 

tune of Abba’s ‘Honey, Honey’, on a big 
screen at council HQ before performing live 
in Falcon Square in the Eastgate Centre. 
TEC services chairman Councillor John 
Laing was among the audience of invited 

The competition, believed to be the 

entries from schools and youth groups from 
across the Highlands and was organised by 
Highland Council in association with Keep 

Scotland Beautiful, Northern Constabulary 
and Albyn Housing Society. 

Portree’s DVD could now be broadcast all 
over Scotland and Keep Scotland Beautiful 
may also be interested in using the song to 
promote their work, say organisers.

Acting head teacher at Portree Primary 
School Flora MacDougall was delighted 
at her school’s achievement, which earned 
Portree a video camera and equipment.

‘I think it’s a fantastic competition to win, 
because there were a lot of entries. It just 

children put in,’ she told The Oban Times.
Councillor Laing said: ‘All the entries 

were very different from each other but all 
portrayed the message loud and clear that 
litter has no place in the Highlands.’

Rosebank Primary in Nairn, Helmsdale 
Primary, Millburn Academy and Charleston 
Academy won the poster competition, while 
Charleston took the secondary school video 
section.

A FORT William hotel waiter has been 

a car in a drunken rage after falling out 
with his girlfriend.

Anthony Scott, of Helmsdale, 
Heathercroft, admitted wilfully or 
recklessly destroying or damaging the 
mirror by punching it while the car was 
parked on Kennedy Road on August 28 
last year.

Hamish Melrose, defending, told 
Fort William Sheriff Court: ‘He had 
an argument with his girlfriend and he 
took it out on the wing mirror of the 
car.’

Unpleasant
Sheriff Douglas Small told Scott: 

‘This is a particularly unpleasant type 
of thing to do. I don’t see why innocent 
members of the public should suffer 

because you could not keep your 
temper. This is the third time you have 
been before the court for vandalism 
and I am sorely tempted to send you 
to detention. 

‘The only thing that stops me from 
doing so is that you have a job.’

ordered him to pay £92.47 to the girl 
whose car he damaged. 

February 20.

LP at the end of last year and have already had 
airtime on Radio 1 and Rock Radio, earning play 
slots beside heavy metal legends Mettalica, AC/
DC and Iron Maiden.

The band was also chosen by Radio 1 for its 
nationwide ‘back of the net’ feature, which meant 
one of their songs was made available for free 

and are busy working on new material, front man 
Brian ‘BJ’ Jamieson told The Oban Times.

‘Things are going great,’ he said.

Winners: Portree Primary School pupils Niall MacHugh, Iain MacKenzie and 
Dianne Campbell get the message across in Falcon Square. 

Corpach
man faces 

charge

Assault trial 
continued

Lochaber
duo deny 
punching
man

Licence
warning

Accused of 
child neglect

Fort William band The Paradox will play in town next Saturday: left to right, Brian Jamieson, 
vocals; James Reade, guitar; David Cameron, drums, and Brian Macrae, bass.

The Paradox play live Fort gig 

Waiter fined £300 for damaging car mirror

the hospital was essential, 
irrespective of cost. 

Kate Earnshaw, NHS 
Highland’s clinical services 
development manager for 
Skye, Lochalsh, Ross, 
Cromarty and West Ness, 
said a new centre was the 
best option, even when 
costs were added into the 
equation.

Development
The practice will serve 

people living in Broadford 
and Strath and in the Kyleakin 
and Kylehrea communities 
and the building will be 
designed in a way that will 
allow further development at 
a later date, if required.

Mrs Earnshaw said: ‘I 
am absolutely delighted 
that funding has now been 
approved for this project. 

it will enable us to provide 
a new building with good 
modern healthcare facilities 
for people living in this area. 
We hope the new facility will 
be fully operational during 

Mrs Earnshaw said there 
were ‘a number of reasons’ 

These include failing to 
comply with the Disability 
Discrimination Act, 
inadequate clinical facilities 
and no maintenance 
programme for the building, 
which is not owned by NHS 
Highland.

Quality
The new health centre forms 

part of NHS Highland’s 
programme of service 
improvement ‘Changing for 
the Better’ which includes 

By STEPHEN NORRIS

Sheriff court hears 
man deny assault

Health centre 
go-ahead cheers 
Skye delegates

providing safe, quality care 
for patients as close to their 
homes as possible. 

Community council 
representatives, Highland 
councillors, MPs and 
MSPs, locality and clinical 
staff, managers and partner 

attend tomorrow’s invitation 
only workshop at the 
Dunollie Hotel, Broadford.

Mid Highland CHP General 
Manager Gill McVicar said 

options for the improvement 
and, in some cases, redesign 
of health services in Skye 
and Lochalsh. 

Health broadcaster and 
journalist Pennie Taylor will 
lead proceedings and joint 
improvement team associate 

an overview of national 
policy and strategy.

Scottish Government approves funding for new 
£1m Broadford building on eve of workshop

Case against 
Kinlochleven man 
deserted for now

Anti-litter Portree winners 
perform in Inverness

SWEEPING cuts to Highland 
Council services and jobs 

meeting of Highland Council 

largest public sector union.
The council will implement 

measures, which could see 
around 70 posts shed, half 
of those in schools, as part 
of a drive to trim £12million 
from the budget. 

Budget leader David 
Alston has already warned 
even bleaker times are 
ahead because the council 
must make total savings of 
£60million by 2013.

bear the brunt with classroom 
assistants, foreign language 
assistants and Gaelic medium 
posts all being cut. Day care 

line, with £1million and 
around 20 jobs likely to be 
cut by 2013. 

Support for cultural 
showpieces such as the 
Royal National Mod and the 
Blas Festival will fall by 30 

UNISON has voiced its 

moves.
The union warns the 

economy drive will hit 
vulnerable members of the 
community hardest, citing 
the proposed closure of 
learning disability units and 
the reduction in day care 
facilities for the elderly as 

UNISON’s social work 
lead steward Shirley Christie 
said: ‘These are yet more 

cuts affecting those who are 
unable to support themselves 
through no fault of their 
own.

‘Deep cuts in education 
will impact on the budget 
the service provides to our 

secondary age.
‘Reduction in teachers and 

hard working support staff 

our members who strive to 
deliver a quality service on 
a budget which is already 
stretched beyond capacity.’ 

Education steward Rhoda 
Patience added: ‘Schools 
have very little scope for 

and budget cuts will eat 
into money for classroom 
supplies, such as children’s 
reading books.’

A FORT William man serving 
probation for assaulting a 
paramedic trying to help him 
has been spared jail.

Richard Burrell, aged 51, 
of 3 Bruce Place, was placed 
on probation at Inverness 
Sheriff Court last August 
after he admitted poking 
the paramedic in the face at 
Hilton, Inverness, on May 
21 last year.

Fort William Sheriff Court 
heard Burrell had only 
performed 20 of his 80 
hours’ community service 
and was unlikely to be able 
to complete them because 
of a debilitating medical 
condition.

Sheriff Douglas Small put 
Burrell on probation for a 
further period of 15 months 
and instructed him to attend 
alcohol counselling. 

Ordering Burrell to appear 
in court in three months for 
a review, he warned him: 
‘It is quite unacceptable for 
somebody to behave like this 
towards a paramedic.’

Fort man 
spared
jail term

Union fury at council cuts
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We are looking for 
Seasonal staff for both full time 
and part time positions.
You will be responsible for welcoming our guests 
and providing them with exceptional customer 
service to ensure a fantastic day out, whether working in our Admissions 
area, Shoreline Coffee Shop, Gift shop or as part of our Entertainments 
team within the aquarium.

We are looking for people who can provide the highest standards of 
service and enjoyment to our guests, so the following attributes are 
essential to be part of the SEALIFE Sanctuary team:

• A passion for serving others

• Well groomed personal appearance

• Friendly, outgoing personality

To apply for one of our positions please telephone Alastair Law or Donald 
MacGilvray on 01631 720 386.

Argyll HomeCare provides a professional, 

Campbeltown Area: Home Care Worker
Care experience is desirable but not essential 

as comprehensive training is provided. 
A full driving licence and access to a 

vehicle is essential.
For further information and an application 

pack please contact – Cameron McGregor on 
01546 600333

WORK FROM HOME
Earn a 2nd Income 

£500+ A WEEK
I DO SO WHY CAN’T YOU?

Full training/support - 
I’ll show you how
Find out more……

01575 570040
www.eze2go.com/916427

ARGYLL BUILDBASE
Yard/Warehouse/Relief Driver 
Full Time Position
Class 2 licence preferred – not essential 
Fork Lift ticket preferred – not essential 
As training would be given
Knowledge of building materials beneficial
Duties include loading/off loading vehicles
Assisting customers with materials
General housekeeping
Salary and hours to be negotiated
Closing date 16th February 
Please apply in writing, enclosing CV to:- Graeme Sproat, Manager, 
Argyll Buildbase Ltd, Unit 1 Snipefield Ind Estate, Campbeltown, Argyll, PA28 6SY
campbeltown@buildbase.co.uk

CAMPBELTOWN

Scottish Natural Heritage is the leading
public body responsible for advising
Ministers on matters relating to the natural
heritage. The natural environment is a key asset that underpins Scotland’s
wealth, health and quality of life. Our job is to conserve this resource, 
to promote its sustainable management and to encourage people to access
and enjoy it responsibly.

Catering Manager
Salary: £19,338
Isle of Rum
Fixed Term Appointment until 31/03/2012 with the
possibility of extension
(Ref: 064-020)
We are looking for a Catering Manager/Chef to join our team at Kinloch
Castle on the Island of Rum working 37 hours per week. Kinloch Castle 
is owned and operated by Scottish Natural Heritage, who own most of
the island, and it is Scotland’s largest Natural Nature Reserve. The castle
operates as a commercial business within SNH.
You will need a SVQ Level 2 Professional Cookery qualification or
equivalent. Previous experience of implementing and managing a
HACCP food safety system is essential, along with strong financial and
excellent customer care skills
We’re as supportive, committed and proud of our people 
as we are of the natural world around us. Find out more,
and apply, online. Alternatively, call 01463 725182.
Closing date: Thursday 25 February 2010.

snhjobs.co.uk

STRUCTURAL ENGINEER

Cowal Design Consultants 
provide engineering consultancy services 

throughout Argyll, The Islands and Central Belt 

The company is expanding and wishes 
to develop their area of operation, 

The right candidate will have the opportunity to 
grow the business, develop new client relationships 

and become a key member of the design team. 

 Interested applicants should send their CV and 

North Argyll Carers Centre
North Argyll Carers Centre is a value-based charity, which 

supports those who look after a family member or friend due 
to illness, disability, frailty or addiction on an unpaid basis.   
We provide information and advice as well as practical and 

emotional support through our Carers’ Centres. 
The organisation is seeking to recruit the following:

Training Coordinator 
21 hours per week - £23,515 (pro rata)

This is a new and innovative post which requires 
a highly motivated individual.

You will work across both North Argyll and Helensbough 
organising training for unpaid Carers

For an application pack or more information
 contact the Carers’ Centre on

01631 564422  or Email: ruth@northargyllcarers.org.uk
Successful applicants will be subject to a Basic Disclosure.

North Argyll Carers Centre’s commitment to 

CLOSING DATE:  FRIDAY 
26th February 2010 12 noon

Interview date March 11th 2010
Registered Charity no:SC040902

Experienced couple required 
to run small diverse amenity 

estate in Inverness-shire.

Excellent conditions of employment and fully 
modernised two bedroom house available.

Applications in writing with references to 
Langley-Taylor, 28 Alva Street, 

Edinburgh, EH2 4QF.

Electrician
HWE are Scotland’s leading biomass heating specialists and are looking to recruit a 
time served electrician with experience of industrial wiring. 

This is a unique opportunity to become involved in one of the most exciting areas of the 
renewable energy sector. 

The work will involve the electrical installation of wood heating systems and other 
related plant. Experience of control panels and heating plant would be advantageous. 
Candidates will have to demonstrate a flexible approach to working, as work will extend 
to boiler assembly, flue installation, servicing and other related tasks. The role will 
involve extensive travelling across Scotland. 

Salary negotiable, according to experience and skills. 

Please send a copy of your CV and covering letter to craig@highlandwoodenergy.co.uk, 
Closing date for applications: Friday 26th February 2010

West 
Highland

Hotel
Mallaig

Recruiting all areas

Contact Sine 
07766 051410

Cleaner
(£6.00p/h)

Albany Street, Oban 

including hygiene
Mon –Fri.

4pm-7.30pm
CRB Check undertaken

Contact : 
07739 220 247

Temporary 
Directory 

Distributors 
Wanted 

0800 0182500 
or

jobs@linkdirect.co.uk

WM Buchanan
Requires

Plant

07768 846612
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Closing date: 26 February 2010. 
To apply visit our website

Website Manager 
£30,823 - £33,724 Lochgilphead Ref: CED02810
Development & Operation of Council Website 

Clerical Assistant 
£14,216 - £15,074 Lochgilphead Ref: CED02615T
Wide-range of clerical and administrative duties, Temporary

01546 604034/604039 for the above 2 posts only

Senior Planning Offi cer
£30,823 - £33,724 Oban, Lorn & the Isles Ref: DSP04042R3

01546 604286 for this post only

Head Teacher
£43,968 Lorn Ref: CSE02940/R
Lismore Primary School

Driver/Escort
£7.79 per hour Kintyre Ref: CSE32680
Campbeltown, Term Time, Temporary, 
10 hours per week

01369 708546 for the above 2 posts only

Social Care Worker (2 Posts)
£20,237 - £21,491 (pro rata for part time)
Community Service - Adult Care

Oban, Lorn & the Isles Ref: CSD63222/2
Community Services - Children & Families, Part time, 17:50 hours
per week Oban Ref: CSA31100

Domestic Assistant
£13,350 - £14,565 Mull Ref: CSD63274
Community Services Adult Care

Home Carer (11 Posts)
£8.51 per hour
Community Services - Adult Care, Part Time, Temporary, 
Variable hours 
Kintyre Ref: CSC66123/R
Kintyre Ref: CSC66152/R2
Mull/Iona Ref: CSD66257/R
Mull/Iona Ref: CSD66256/R
Mull/Iona Ref: CSD66254/R
Mid-Argyll Ref: CSC66158/2
Temporary Home Carers, Part Time, Temporary, Variable hours
Oban, Lorn & the Isles Ref: CSD66203/R
Oban, Lorn & the Isles Ref: CSD66208/R
Oban, Lorn & the Isles Ref: CSD66219/R
Oban, Lorn & the Isles Ref: CSD66209/R
Oban, Lorn & the Isles Ref: CSD66198/R

01546 604713 for the above 14 posts only

Janitor
£7.79 per hour Lochgilphead Ref: OSF21074
Relief cover within Lochgilphead and the surrounding area, 
variable hours

Cleaner
£6.32 per hour Oban Ref: OSF40188/R
Position based at Corran Halls, 30hrs per week

01546 604625 for the above 2 posts only

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs 

CalMac Ferries Limited has a requirement for:

Seasonal Port Assistants
£7.10 per hour 
40 hours per week (fi xed term contracts)
Tobermory Ferry Terminal Ref 321-SB
Craignure Ferry Terminal Ref 322-SB
Fionnphort Ferry Terminal Ref 323-SB
Lochaline Ferry Terminal Ref 324-SB
Reporting to the Port Manager, you will need a fl exible approach to your day-to-day responsibilities. 
Your duties will include mooring operations, customer enquiries, sales of passenger/vehicle tickets, 
cash handling and control of passengers and vehicles embarking and disembarking from vessels.
You must be computer literate, with excellent verbal and written communication skills. You are 
expected to have a fl exible approach to working as shift and weekend work will be involved. 
Customer focused, you will have a clear understanding of the customer interface and have a 
proactive approach to customer care.
The ability to commute to the relevant ferry terminal on a daily basis is essential.  
If you are interested in any of the above posts, please respond by sending your CV quoting relevant 
reference number no later than 26th February 2010 to:
David MacBrayne HR (UK) Limited
Ferry Terminal, Gourock, PA19 1QP
t: 01475 650100 f: 01475 650268

CalMac Ferries Limited is an equal opportunities employer.

Production Supervisor
Cruachan Power Station

£39,970 - £49,963 per annum

One of a team of six Production Supervisors on shift, you will work a 10 week shift rota, which attracts an additional 
shift premia.  Reporting to the Production Manager, you will assume fi rst line responsibility for all aspects of 
operation and maintenance of the Power Station.  You will provide technical advice on plant/apparatus, maintenance 
and operations to ensure that risks are managed effectively and timely reported.  You will also work closely with 
the Assistant Production Supervisor to provide an integrated approach to achieving production key performance 
indicators.  Responsibility for prioritising workload of shifts against prevailing risks will also fall within your remit, as 
well as responsibility for managing emergency situations.

With a minimum of an HNC or equivalent, you will have relevant power plant or heavy industrial experience, preferably 
in a production role, with an engineering/maintenance discipline.

To fi nd out more about this role, or to apply, please visit 
www.scottishpower.jobs and search our vacancies 
page for IRC10156.

Closing date: 21 February 2010

Staff required
for our new garden centre, tearoom 
and gift shop, opening in March.

Cook/Baker
Garden Centre Assistant
Waiting/ Gift Shop Assistant
For an application form, apply to: Poppies Vacancies, 
McPherson’s Foods, 9 Mill Lane, Oban PA34 4HA.

Closing date 22nd February, 2010 
or telephone 07810 274601

Closing date: 26 February 2010.
To apply visit our website

Community Engagement Co-ordinator
£23,578 - £25,768 Location Negotiable Ref: CSA51327T
Community Services

01546 604713

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs 

ty Services
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John G O’Donnell and Iain 
Henderson are applying to 
the Crofters Commission for 
consent to let the tenancy of 
the croft at 117 Achnaha, 
Ardnamurchan to Miss 
Seonaid Canning, Creag na 
Sith, Sanna.
If you have any objection to 
the proposal, you may submit 
representations in writing or 
some other permanent form 
to the Crofters Commission, 
Castle Wynd, Inverness IV2 
3EQ by Friday 12th March 
2010, specifying your 
interest in the application 
and your reasons for 
objecting.
A copy of any representations 
made will be forwarded to 
the applicant.

Proposed Assignation of 
Grazing Share(s)
David Jamieson, shareholder, 
is applying to the Crofters 
Commission for consent to 
assign the tenancy of the grazing 
share(s) in the CARNOCH HILL 
and CARLAS common grazings 
pertaining to the croft at 10 Upper 
Carnoch, Lismore & Appin to 
Simon Meldrum of 10c Upper 
Carnoch, Glencoe, Ballachulish, 
PH49 4HU.
If you have any objection to 
the proposal, you may submit 
representations in writing or 
some other permanent form 
to the Crofters Commission, 
Castle Wynd, Inverness IV2 
3EQ by 10th March 2010,
specifying your interest in the 
application and your reasons 
for objecting. A copy of any 
representations made will be 
forwarded to the applicant.

Proposed Assignation of a 
Croft
Mrs Christine MacPherson,
crofter is applying to the Croft-
ers Commission for consent to 
assign the tenancy of the croft 
at Port Ramsay, Lismore 
Parish of Lismore & Appin to 
Duncan Black of Port Ramsay, 
Lismore Parish of Lismore & 
Appin.
If you have any objection to 
the proposal, you may submit 
representations in writing or 
some other permanent form 
to the Crofters Commission, 
Castle Wynd, Inverness IV2 
3EQ by 11th March 2010,
specifying your interest in the 
application and your reasons 
for objecting. A copy of any 
representations made will be 
forwarded to the applicant.

GOODS VEHICLE OPERATOR’S LICENCE
James A Cameron, trading as Cameron Carriers & 
Removals of 5 Cameron Place, Caol, Fort William, PH33 
7BP, is applying to change an existing license as follows:

To add an operating centre to keep 2 goods vehicles at 
Unit 8, Annat Point Industrial Estate, Corpach, PH33 7NA.

Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings) near 
the operating centre who believe their use or enjoyment 
of that land would be affected should make written 

House, 386 Harehills Lane, Leeds, LS9 6NF, stating 
their reasons within 21 days of this notice.
Representors must at the same time send a copy 
of their representations to the applicant at the 
address given at the top of this notice. A guide to 
Making representations is available from the Traffic 
Commissioner’s Office.
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PLANNING
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT
Applications for planning permission listed below together with the plans and other documents submitted with 
them may be examined at 67/69 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX, the location detailed below between the 
hours of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday to Friday and by logging to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and 
clicking on Online Planning Applications. 
Written comments for the following list of applications may be made to Planning Services, 67/69 Chalmers Street 
Ardrishaig PA30 8DX by the 04/03/2010

•Ref No: 09/01549/PP
Applicant: Mr Kevin Sutherland
Proposal: Alterations to existing access and formation of new entrance at eastern end of property.
Site Address: Tigh-an-Athaoil , C17 Through Port Ellen From A846 Junction To U26 Kilnaughton Road 
Junction, Port Ellen, Isle of Islay, Argyll and Bute, PA42 7AH
Location of Plans: Council Office, Manse Brae, Lochgilphead
Applications for planning permission listed below together with the plans and other documents submitted with 
them may be examined at Lorn House Albany Street Oban PA34 4AR, the location detailed below between the 
hours of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday to Friday and by logging to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and 
clicking on Online Planning Applications.
Written comments for the following list of applications may be made to Planning Services, Lorn House Albany Street 
Oban PA34 4AR, by the 04/03/2010

•Ref No: 10/00150/PPP
Applicant: Mr and Mrs JM Clayton
Proposal: Site for the erection of a dwellinghouse
Site Address: Killiemore, Killiechronan, Isle of Mull, Argyll and Bute PA72 6JZ
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Aros Isle of Mull

•Ref No: 10/00154/PP
Applicant: Mr and Mrs M Reade
Proposal: Alterations to hotel to form 3 dwellinghouses.
Site Address: Calgary Hotel, Calgary, Isle of Mull, Argyll and Bute PA75 6QW
Location of Plans: Tobermory Area Office
Argyll and Bute Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed between 9 a.m. and 
5 p.m. at Planning Services, Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8ST.
An extant list of planning applications which can be viewed on the Councils website www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
A weekly list of applications which can be viewed at Planning Services, Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, Argyll 
PA31 8ST and Argyll and Bute Council Libraries.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Take notice that the applications in the following schedule may be inspected during normal office hours at Lorn 
House Albany Street Oban PA34 4AR, the location detailed below and by logging on to the Council’s website at 
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online Planning Applications.  Anyone wishing to make representations 
should do so in writing to the undersigned within 21 days of the appearance of this notice, whichever is applicable 
as indicated below.  Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

SCHEDULE - DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION PLANS

•Ref No: 09/01375/PP
Applicant: Mrs M Cameron
Proposal: Replacement of existing derelict cottage with dwellinghouse
Site Address: 4 Kilmaluaig, Kilmaluaig, Isle of Tiree, Argyll and Bute 
Location of Plans: Tiree Area Office

•Ref No: 10/00186/PP
Applicant: Mr and Mrs Cadzon
Proposal: Alterations and the formation of front and rear dormer windows to dwelling house.
Site Address: Ardlarach Cottage, Blackmill Bay, Isle of Luing, Oban, Argyll and Bute PA34 4TZ 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Cullipool
Any letter of representation the council receives about a planning application is considered a public document.
Please therefore note that representations will be made available for public inspection and, under the terms of the 
Freedom of Information Act, will be copied on request. They will also be published on the council’s web site. 

The author of such a representation is solely responsible for its content and accuracy.
Anonymous representations will be “shredded” and those marked confidential will 
be returned to the sender. Neither will be taken into account when the application 
is being considered. 
Details of representations we receive on planning applications can be viewed on the council’s website at 
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/publicaccess

TREE PRESERVATION ORDERS
THE ARGYLL AND BUTE, LAND AT PENNYGATE LODGE, CRAIGNURE, ISLE OF 
MULL TREE PRESERVATION ORDER NO. 24/09
The above Authority under Section 163 of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 has made a 
Provisional Tree Preservation Order which takes effect on 3rd February 2010 and hereby gives notice that:-
1. The Provisional Tree Preservation Order was made to ensure the protection of an area of woodland at 
 Pennygate Lodge, Craignure, Isle of Mull and considered by the Local Planning Authority to be of considerable 
 merit and contribute to the overall setting of the property and the local area;
2. A certified copy of the Provisional Tree Preservation Order and map has been deposited at Argyll and Bute 
 Council Development Services Office at Lorn House, Albany Street, Oban and may be inspected during all 
 normal working hours;
3. Objections and representation with respect to the Provisional Tree Preservation Order may be made to the 
 undersigned in accordance with Regulations 7 of the Town and Country Planning (Tree Preservation Order and 
 Trees in Conservation Areas) (Scotland) Regulations 1975, which Regulations state that:-
 (i) every objection or representation to the Planning Authority with respect to an Order shall be made in 
  writing, shall state the grounds thereof, and specify the particular trees, groups of trees, or woodlands in 
  respect of which it is made.
 (ii) an objection or representation shall be duly made if it complies with paragraph (1) of this Regulation 
  and is received by the Planning Authority within 28 days from the date of the publication of the Notice 
  by advertisement.
4. The Tree Preservation Order shall take effect provisionally on 3rd February 2010 and shall continue 
 in force until
 (i) the expiration of a period of 6 months beginning with the date on which the Tree Preservation Order 
  was made or
 (ii) the date on which the Tree Preservation Order is confirmed, whichever first occurs.

THE ARGYLL AND BUTE, LAND AT BROCHROY, TAYNUILT, ARGYLL TREE 
PRESERVATION ORDER NO. 18/09
The above Authority under Section 163 of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 has made a 
Provisional Tree Preservation Order which takes effect on 4th February 2010 and hereby gives notice that:-
1. The Provisional Tree Preservation Order was made to ensure the protection of trees within the specified area 
 of Land at Brochroy, Taynuilt, Argyll and considered by the Local Planning Authority to be of considerable merit 
 and contribute to the overall setting of the property and the local area;
2. A certified copy of the Provisional Tree Preservation Order and map has been deposited at Argyll and Bute 
 Council Development Services Office at Lorn House, Albany Street, Oban and may be inspected during all 
 normal working hours;
3. Objections and representation with respect to the Provisional Tree Preservation Order may be made to the 
 undersigned in accordance with Regulations 7 of the Town and Country Planning (Tree Preservation Order and 
 Trees in Conservation Areas) (Scotland) Regulations 1975, which Regulations state that:-
 (i) every objection or representation to the Planning Authority with respect to an Order shall be made in 
  writing, shall state the grounds thereof, and specify the particular trees, groups of trees, or woodlands in 
  respect of which it is made.
 (ii) an objection or representation shall be duly made if it complies with paragraph (1) of this Regulation 
  and is received by the Planning Authority within 28 days from the date of the publication of the Notice 
  by advertisement.
4. The Tree Preservation Order shall take effect provisionally on 4th February 2010 and shall continue 
 in force until
 (i) the expiration of a period of 6 months beginning with the date on which the Tree Preservation Order 
  was made or
 (ii) the date on which the Tree Preservation Order is confirmed, whichever first occurs.
Susan Mair, Head of Legal and Protective Services

To find out more about living and 
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents 
submitted with them, may be examined between the hours of  9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Monday to Friday (excluding public holidays) at the AREA PLANNING 
AND BUILDING STANDARDS OFFICE,  FULTON HOUSE, GORDON SQUARE, 
FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6XY and, where given, the alternative location(s).

Written comments should be made to the Area Planning and Building 
Standards Manager at this office within the time period indicated from the 
date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation about this proposal 
should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any individual or 
body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.

Area Planning and Building Standards Manager, Ross, Skye & Lochaber: 
Dafydd Jones, Highland Council, Fulton House, Gordon Square, 
Fort William, PH33 6XY
Tel: (01397) 707015  Fax: (01397) 707022  
e-mail: planning.lochaber@highland.gov.uk

Reference Number Development
Address

Proposal Description Alternative locations 
where application 
may be inspected 
and time period for 
comments

09/00356/FULLO

10/00008/FULLO

10/00023/FULLO

10/00024/FULLO

10/00025/FULLO

10/00026/FULLO

10/00029/FULLO

Land 100m West of 
Downey Birch House, 
Arisaig

Land 145m South East 
of Cluaran, Annat View, 
Corpach, Fort William

19B Carnoch, Glencoe, 
Ballachulish

Camus M’Athair, Achintore 
Road, Fort William

Hillview, Achnaha, 
Kilchoan, Acharacle

25 Lady Margaret Drive, 
Corpach, Fort William

Tigh Na Mara, Salen, 
Acharacle

Erection of house (Plot 1)

Erection of storage 
building

Erection of conservatory

Alterations & extension 
to house

Conversion of barn to 
letting unit

Extension to house

Demolition and 
replacement of existing 
house - Tigh na Mara.

Arisaig Post Office 
(14 days)

Corpach Post Office 
(14 days)

Glencoe Post Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office 
(14 days)

Kilchoan Post Office 
(14 days)

Corpach Post Office 
(14 days)

Acharacle Post Office 
(14 days)

£2,495  ovno

CITROEN SAXO VTR
02 plate, Only 50k miles, Mint 

condition, Stereo, Amplifier, Tinted 
Windows, Full Service History, MOT till 

Sept 2010, Need to sell hence price
On Arran

Tel Linzi 01770 302788 
Daytime

01770 600666 Evenings

£2750

RENAULT KANGOO 1.9 TD
4X4 VAN, 53REG, 

RED, MOT 1 YEAR, 6 
MONTHS TAX, GOOD 

CONDITION, S/L DOOR, 
GOOD MPG.

Telephone: 
07775 600996 OR 

01586553326

£1750ono

1999 MERCEDES VITO 108CDI
Approx 77,500 miles

 Taxed and MOT
 5 seats, new tyres and 

brakes

Telephone: 
01770 (Arran) 

700466 or 
07747175907

FORD MONDEO
GIGHA ESTATE

£7,300
07, 2.0 TDC 1.130, 46,500 miles, FSH, 

Cruise Control

Tel: 01546 602245

2000 VOLVO C70 
COUPE

£2000
Manual, full leather interior, 84K miles, 

very good condition, 6 months tax, 12 months MOT

Tel: 01546 510261

PEUGEOT 307 GLX
16V

£,2,495ono
1587cc, 40,500 miles, 12 months MOT and tax

Tel: 01546 603100

2005 AUDI A4 2.0 
TDI S-LINE

£9950
One owner from new full Audi service history, 7 speed 
auto trip tronic box excellent condition, drives like new 

first to veiw will buy at only £9950

Tel: 01586 552283 or 07789034353

£6500

VAUXHALL ASTRA SPORTHATCH 1.8 SRI
3 doors, 55 plate, F.S.H., P.A.S. 17” alloy 

wheels with new tyres, 51,000 miles, 
tax’d July, Mot’d August, excellent 

condition.

Telephone: 
01631 566008 or 

07789260341 2

WANTED
TOYOTA LANDCRUISERS, ALSO TOYOTA PICKUPS, 
ANY OTHER FOUR WHEEL DRIVE CONSIDERED, 

LANDROVERS ETC, ALSO CARAVANS AND MOTOR 
HOMES ANY CONDITION. INSTANT PAYMENT 

AND DECISION.

Tel: 07876377763

2

£1300 o.v.n.c.o.

1991 MITSUBISHI PAJERO SWB 4X4
2.5 Turbo Diesel 

AUTO
Taxed till May, Mot 

till March.

Call Colin
075 4089 3250

Isle of Arran 2

£1700

Short Wheel Base White Van
84,000 miles
Telephone: 

01770(Arran) 700762

2004 ’53 REG
CITROEN RELAY

2

£2,250 o.v.n.o

APRILIA RS125 MOTORBIKE
2009 plate. 4750 dry miles & always 

garaged. Full service history. 
1 mature owner.

Excellent condition.
Learner legal but can be derestricted to 

produce double the power.

Telephone: 
07917 540 522

2

FIAT PUNTO
TD 60S

£600

Tel: 01852 500638
07808 337731

Diesel, S reg, Green, 3 
door, 2 owners from new, 
Good local registration 

number, Tax 5½ months, 
MOT August 2010

£5,500

Viper Spray, 6m, 130hp 4 stroke Honda

Telephone: 
01397 713922

RIB
FOR SALE

BREAKING
FOR SPARES

SWB Shogun 2.5T and 2.8T
Telephone: 

01631 564620 (after 6pm)

BATESON 12’ X 6’ GALVANISED
PLATFORM TRAILER

With dropsides and undercarriage for ramps.
Excellent condition, had very light use. 

Telephone: 
07500 947140

£1150 ono

£2495 no offers

4X4 Estate Reg  Feb 02, silver, charcoal trim, alloys, 
air con, cd, 2 owners, 108k, fsh, long mot, excellent 

condition throughout.

Telephone: 
07802188288

SUBARU FORRESTER
2 LITRE SPORT

CARAVAN OR MOTORHOME
ANY CONDITION, ANY MODEL

INSTANT CASH.

WANTED

Telephone 07818181154

2

Tel 01631 566370 , Oban

Oban Skip Hire Ltd are offering a new service 
to accept or collect end of life vehicles (ELV’s) 
throughout Argyll. DVLA notification. Safely 
de-polluted and recycled at our Oban Waste 
Transfer Station Licence no WML/N/220307

SCRAP CAR
DISPOSAL

T

SKODA FABIA SDI
2005

£4,250
Good condition - Low mileage 36,000

Great MPG. DIESEL - 5 New Tyres 
Tax June 2010 Mot March 2010

Tel: 01546 602909

CADDY 
VAN

V reg, 1.6 petrol, LPG conversion, spares or repair.

Telephone: 
01583 431335

£250

DRIVE
TIMES

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR 
A PREMISES LICENCE UNDER 
THE GAMBLING ACT 2005
Notice is hereby given that William Port, of T/A 
Racing Colours, 68a Main Street, Glasgow, G72 
7EP is applying for a Betting premises licence 
under section 159 of the Gambling Act 2005.
The application relates to the following premises:
7/9 Stevenson Street, Oban, PA30 5NA
The application has been made to: Argyll and Bute 
Licensing Board, Kilmory, Lochgilphead, Argyll, 
PA31 8RT
Information about the application is available from 
the licensing authority, including the arrangements 
for viewing the details of the application
Any of the following persons may make 
representations in writing to the licensing authority 
about the application:

premises to be likely to be affected by the 
authorised activities.
• A person who has business interests that might 
be affected by the authorised activities.
• A person who represents someone in any of the 
above two categories
Any representations must be made by the 
following date: 10/3/10
It is an offence under section 342 of the Gambling 
Act 2005 if a person, without reasonable excuse, 
gives to a licensing authority for a purpose 
connected with that Act information which is false 
or misleading

Alan Reid MP
will hold surgeries as follows
Tiree Resource Centre, Crossapol on 
Wednesday 17 February 12 noon - 1pm

Lochgilphead Community Centre on 
Thursday 18 February 5pm - 6pm

To make an appointment please phone 
Alan Reid’s office 01369 704840
Funded from Alan Reid’s Communications Allowance

50,000
POTENTIAL

BUYERS
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RENAULT
W.D Semple

Inveraray &
Lochgilphead

Tel. 01499 302150

SUBARU
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TOYOTA
Helensburgh
5 John Street,
Helensburgh
Tel. 01436 672779
www. helensburgh.toyota.co.uk

VOLKSWAGEN 
Hawco
Caol, Fort William
Tel. 01397 700900
www.hawco.volkswagen.co.uk

TO PROMOTE
YOUR NEW CAR

DEALERSHIP
PLEASE CALL:
01631 568000

W.D. Semple
Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street. Tel: 01499 302150
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park. Tel: 01546 606767

These are just a small selection of cars currently in our showrooms

USED CARS
56 Renault Clio Dyn. 1.4 5dr silver 25,000 miles ............................£6,595
58 Renault Clio Exp 1.2 TCE 100 5dr Black 12,000 miles ................£8,995
09 Renault Kangoo Auth 1.2 silver, 8,300 miles................................£8,150
59 Renault Clio Exp. Dci Sport Tourer, silver, 500 miles..................£12,500
58 Renault Laguna H/B 2.0 litre, EXP DCi, green, 16,800 miles......£11,995
08 Renault Modus Exp. 1.2 TCE, beige, 17000 miles .......................£7,750
07 Renault Megane Dyn dci 106 H/B 3dr, red .................................£8,750
07 Renault Megane Expression 1.9DCi Saloon, 22k miles, gold........£8,250
06 Vauxhall Astra Club 1.6, 5dr, silver, 28,000 miles ........................£6,395
06 Peugeot 2007 Sport 1.4E, 3 door in blue, 31,000 miles...............£6,350
06 Vauxhall Corsa Life 1.0,  5 door, red,  34,000 miles ....................£4,650
54 Renault Clio exp. 1.4 5dr, green, 32,000 miles............................£4,850
54 Renault Clio Rush 1.5Dci, 3dr, red, 36,500 miles ........................£4,650
04 Renault Clio Auth 1.2, 5 door, Silver, 2500 miles.........................£4,500
53 Honda Civic SE 1.6 5door, silver 82500 miles .............................£3,650
03 Rover 25 Imp, 5dr, green, 28,000 miles ......................................£2,650
02 Rover 25 TD, blue, 31,000 miles ................................................£2,250
52 Vauxhall Vectra LS 1.8, 5dr hatchback, 55k miles, blue ...............£2,650
Y Reg Suzuki Grand Vitara, 1.6 red 49,000 miles .............................£2,750
X Reg Renault Espace 2ltr, RTX, 7 seater, blue, 45,000 miles ............£2,950

COMMERCIALS

03 Renault Master SL28 DCI fully insulated with chiller unit ....£4500 +VAT
04 Peugeot Expert .....................................................................£4500+vat
X Nissan Cabstar D/Side Pick-Up...............................................£3650+vat

SELECTION OF LOW PRICE CARS UNDER £2000 TO CLEAR
CAR AND VAN HIRE FROM BOTH BRANCHES

S&S Services Subaru Tel: 01292 880080/880440  www.sandsservices.co.uk

Have you placed your order for your new Subaru for the new 10 plate?  If not phone us now.

Ben Nevis Motors

 Your local west highland Ford dealer for 
new and used sales, service, repair and parts

Ben Nevis Motors North Road 
Fort William Tel: 01397 700110

59 Ford Transit T280 White 100 miles ....................................................................................................... £11,495+VAT+RFL
58 Ford Fiesta 1.6 Zetec S Panther Black Side Skirts Privacy Glass only 5200 miles .............................................. £11,995
58 Seat Ibiza 1.6 Sport Coupe 3dr White only 7000 miles Stunning Car ................................................................  £10,495
57 Vauxhall Astra VXR Blue 18”Wheels Light and Sight Pack only 5600 miles ........................................................... £14,995
57 Mini Cooper Convertible British Racing Green only 6000 miles ........................................................................... £12,995
07 Ford Galaxy 2.0 TDCi Ghia Sea Grey Quick Clear Windscreen AC Alloy Wheels................................................  £14,995
56 Renault Clio 1.4 Dynamique 3dr Silver 1 owner CD Player A/C Alloys................................................................. £7,495
06 Vauxhall Astra 1.4 Sport Hatch A/C CD player Alloy Wheels.............................................................................. £5,995
06 Ford Focus 1.8 TDCi LX 5dr Sea Grey Climate Pack................................................................................................. £6,995
05 VW Golf 1.9 TDi SE 5dr Black Alloy Wheels Low MileageA/C...................................................................................... £8,495
54 Ford Ka 1.3 Power Steering Cheap Insurance.................................................................................................................. £3,495
04 Renault Clio 1.2 Dynamique 3dr Blue Immaculate Alloy Wheels CD Player ........................................................ £3,495
03 Audi S4 4.2 V8 Saloon Blue Sat Nav Full Recaro Leather Full Audi History ........................................................... £12,995
03 Rover 25 1.4 Impression 3dr Blue only 45000 miles ............................................................................................... £3,495
02 Citroen Xsara Picasso 1.6 Blue only 57000 miles ................................................................................................. £3,495
51 Ford Puma 1.7 Grey Great Performance and Economy ................................................................................................. £2,995
X Ford Escort 1.6 Finesse Estate Silver CD Player A/C Fantastic Value................................................................... £2,495

Robertson Van Sales
14 Crannog Lane, Oban PA34 4HB

Mobile: 07990 548046   Tel: 01631 563 812
Email: billyrobertson@tiscali.co.uk

Renault Kangoo 1.5 diesel 07 Reg white, full electric pack, fsh. side door, 
taxed March, mot n/a, 40k miles. .....................................£3850+vat
Fiat Ducato JTD SWB 54 Reg, mot Oct, taxed march, 49k miles, blue metal-
lic, roof rack, lined. .........................................................£3200+vat
Renault Kangoo 1.5 diesel, 05 Reg white, mot, July, fsh  63k miles.  
......................................................................................£2750 +vat 

Other Vans Available

New Fiesta Zetec S
Various Colours

From £12,995

New Focus RS 
Now In Stock

Choice of Colours
From £26,995



Thursday 11 February 2010 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 21CLASSIFIEDS

PhotographicOrders
You can order photographs
published in this newspaper

Order from the relevant offices by filling in the coupon 
below, quoting the code, shown alongside the picture

Name .........................................................................................................................

Address .......................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................

Picture code Date of Paper
A5

No. of copies
£4.41 per photograph (inc.vat)

A4
No. of copies

£6.76 per photograph (inc.vat)

Total

Payment can be made in cash or by cheque, (cheques to be made out to
Wyvex Media) To cover postage and packing 1 to 3 photos £1.30 extra charge,

4 to 5 photos £1.60 charge.  Anymore is an extra £2 charge

The Oban Times
PO Box 1, Oban

Argyll,
PA34 4HB

Tel: 01631 568000

The Oban Times
Mamore House
Fort William,

PH33 6BA
Tel: 01397 703003 

Campbeltown Courier
Courier Centre
Campbeltown,

PA28 6AE
Tel: 01586 554646

Argyllshire Advertiser
Argyll Street
Lochgilphead

PA31 8NB
Tel: 01546 602345

A5 photograph: £4.41
A4 photograph: £6.76

Please send/bring your order to:

www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear 

online at . Simply use the coupons on this page or visit the website and input your details there

•REMOVALS & STORAGE

MACQUEEN
BROS LTD

•CARAVANS

•PLUMBING & HEATING

•DOUBLE GLAZING

Windows
and doors
Roof Line

Garage Doors
Conservatories
GRP Flat Roofs

For a free quote 
contact

Ronald Gordon 
01631 720074 

or 07776 402550

• CLEANING

1ST
CHOICE

CLEANING
SPECIALISTS

Carpets and
 upholstery
 cleaning

at its best!
All work guaranteed

Telephone:
07815 036684

or
01631 720322
01631 720297

Evenings

HAMISH
HOEY & 

SON
Joiners & 
Funeral 

Directors
37-39 Stevenson

Street, Oban
Telephone:
01631
562269

24-HOUR SERVICE

•JOINERS AND FUNERAL DIRECTORS

D & A 
MUNN
Joiners, Builders 

& Funeral Directors

Family run business
Breadalbane
Street, Oban

Telephone
01631 562562
01631 562203

24 hour call out

Published by Wyvex Media Limited,

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions 
which relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications 
owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited 
Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The 
Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful 
and comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice and 
all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the 
advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made 
on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether 
placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the 
Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, the 
publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the 
whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and 
Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher 
to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage 
occasioned by any total or partial failure (however caused) of 
publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which 
any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any 
error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the 
case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the 
cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where 
the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from 
the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within 
fourteen days of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total 
liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for 
the particular advertisement in connection with which liability 
arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type 
and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with 
which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the 
Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling 
upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement 
in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in 
accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in 
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance 
of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must 
be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 
15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the 
invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition 
the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an 
additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though 
it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of 
our conditions.

The Oban Times
PREPAID

ADVERTISING
RATES

Lineage Rates
Minimum charge £13.05+VAT

(up to 25 words)
thereafter £2.50 per line

Box Number Fee £5.10 (+VAT)
Births, Engagements, Marriages, 

Deaths and Acknowledgments
Minimum charge £12.00 (+VAT)

thereafter £2.50 per line 
(+VAT)

In Memoriam:
Minimum charge £8.87(+VAT)

thereafter £1.87 per line 
(+VAT)

See Trade Classified Page for 
Rates

£9.10 per single column 
centimetre

Recruitment:
£16 per single column centi-

metre
Public Notices:

£10.25 per single column 
centimetre
Properties

£9.90 per single column 
centimetre

Private Accommodation
to Let/Wanted

£9.90 per single column 
centemeter

(all rates exclusive of VAT)
Personals:

£7.00 per single column 
centimetre

Please make cheques and 
postal orders payable to
The Oban Times, P.O. 

PA34 4HB
www.obantimes.co.uk

A TOUCH OF SCOTLAND 
EVERY WEEK!

The Oban Times
SUBSCRIPTION RATES

U.K ........................... £58.00
 ........ £100.00

 P.O. Box 1
 Oban, Argyll, 

PA34 4HB

•PAINTER & DECORATOR

•WINDOW BLINDS

‘‘He (the Lord Jesus) 
appeared, to put away 

of Himself’’ 
That’s what the Cross 
of Christ is all about.
YOU ARE KNOWN 

UNTO GOD!

Visit SermonAudio.com

 ANTIQUES AND
COLLECTABLES

BOAT needs renovation 

BABY EQUIPMENT

BABY PLAY MAT Brightly 

available, very easy to install 

area but may deliver a 

BOOKS

BUILDING / DIY

 CAR ACCESSORIES

 CATERING
EQUIPMENT

 CLOTHES, SHOES
AND ACCESSORIES

 COMPUTERS AND
GAMES

DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

DOMESTIC PETS

 FIREARMS

 FURNITURE

turned stem, 3 leg antique 

 GARDEN

 GARDEN MACHINERY

 GENERATORS

 GREYHOUNDS

HEALTH AND FITNESS

 HEATING, FIRES AND
FIREPLACES

 HOME
ENTERTAINMENT

 HOME FURNISHINGS

bed and mattress that 

green jaquard satin table 

 HOME OFFICE

KITCHEN AND
BATHROOM

 LIVESTOCK

MAIL ORDER

The Retired Greyhound 
Trust have beautiful 

dogs and bitches 
suitable for adoption. 
These dogs are fully 

vaccinated and spayed/
neutered. If you feel 

you could offer one of 
these ex-racers a home 
please contact Northern 

Division on 01470 
511705 or 01463 

235696.  The RGT is 
a registered charity  No 
269668.   A donation 

is required.  Look 
forward to hearing 

from you.

Many Thanks 
to Mary, staff 

at Eadar 
Glinn and 

friends for the 
beautiful gifts 

received on my 
retirement and 
for making it 
such a special 

night.

From Rosie x.

My sincere 
thanks for 

all the cards, 
letters, flowers, 
gifts and phone 

calls during 
my recent say 

in hospital.  
I am now 

recovering well 
at home.  I am 

deeply grateful 
to you all.  

Isobel, Ardbeg, 
Kinlochleven.

 OUTDOOR SPORTS
EQUIPMENT

 PET ACCESSORIES

 POWER TOOLS

CHAINSAW CHAINS 3 

 TOYS AND GAMES

SHOP high quality brightly 

WANTED

PERSONALS

Happy 40th 
Diarmid Reid

February 12, 1970

Lots of Love from all 
the family.

Happy 21st 
Mary Boyd

Lots of love from all the 
family xx
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THE
OBAN
TIMES

&
West Highland Times

THE REGIONAL 
NEWSPAPER FOR THE 

WEST HIGHLANDS, 
ISLANDS AND 

ARGYLL

The Oban Times is the
best-selling weekly 

newspaper in the Highlands 
and is distributed via 1742 

newsagents every week
Editorial Director:
Joan P. Bennett

Group Managing Editor:
Stewart MacKenzie

Deputy Editor:
Graham Crawford

Chief Reporter:
Marian Miller

Head Office:
Oban 568000

Fax: Oban 568001
E-mail: editor@obantimes.co.uk

Branch Offices:
Fort William
(01397) 703003

Fax (01397) 702495
Lochgilphead
(01546) 602345

Fax (01546) 602661
Campbeltown
(01586) 554646

Fax (01586) 553006

The Oban Times

BIRTHS
PAGAN - Gillies and Laura 
(née Gillies) are delighted 
to announce the arrival of 
their daughter Emily Laura, 
on Friday, January 22, 2010, 
a little sister for George, 
a second grandchild for 
Susan Pagan, Graeme and 
Heather Pagan and Duncan 
and Marie Gillies.

DEATHS
ANFIELD - Peacefully at 
home, February 8, 2010, 
in her 83rd year, Betty, 
beloved wife of Eric.
CAMERON - Suddenly 
but peacefully at the 
Victoria Manor Nursing 
Home, Edinburgh on 
Thursday, January 28, 
2010, Agnes beloved wife 
of the late James, dear 
sister, sister-in-law, aunt 
and friend.  Cremation took 
place in Edinburgh with a 
funeral service in Appin on 
Wednesday, February 10, 
2010.
CAMERON - Douglas.  
Peacefully at Glasgow 

3, 2010, Douglas beloved 
husband of Nan, loving 
brother, brother-in-law and 
uncle to his family.  Funeral 
service was held at Glasgow 
Crematorium, Maryhill on 
Tuesday, February 9,  at 
2pm.  Donations in lieu of 

Scotland.
DRUMMOND - Suddenly 
at home on February 2, 
2010, Rab, dearly loved by 
all his family.  Funeral took 
place on Friday, February 5, 
2010.
MACALLISTER - 
Peacefully after a long 
illness, on February 8, 
2010, in his 88th year, 
Billy, beloved husband of 
Mary Jane, a dear father, 
grandfather and great-
grandfather. “Rest in Peace, 
old sailor”. 
MACBAIN - (née 
MacDonald). Sadly, at 
The New Edinburgh Royal 

January  30, 2010, Morag 
aged 68 years, beloved wife 
of the late Doddie MacBain 
of Knockline, North Uist 
and loving  mother of John, 
Donald and Sine, mother-
in-law to John and Sandra, 
dear sister of Iain and doting 
granny of Alasdair, Lorne 
and Ewen.  Deeply loved 
and sorely missed.
MACGREGOR - 
Peacefully at Aberdeen on 
Sunday, February 7, 2010, 
Morven Hepburn, late of 
Westhill of Pitgair, Banff 
and Kingcausie Estate, 
Maryculter, touching many 
lives in between.  Beloved 
daughter of Gregor and the 
late Margaret MacGregor 
and sister to James and 
Deirdre.  Celebration at City 
Church, Gilcomston Park, 
Aberdeen on Thursday, 
February 11, at 3.30pm to 
which all are welcome.
MACKAY - Peacefully at 
Lorn and Islands Hospital, 
Oban on February 5, 
2010, surrounded by her 
loving family, Sheila (née 
Deadman), beloved wife 
of the late Alex, loving 
mum to Sheila, Moyra, 
Donald, Sandra and Jack 
and a cherished mother-
in-law, grandma and 
great-grandma.  Funeral 
took place on Wednesday. 
February 10, 2010.
MACKELLAR - 
Peacefully at the Lorn and 
Islands Hospital, Oban, 
on February 7, 2010, 
Elizabeth (Jackie), (née 
MacGilp), 14 Corran Brae, 
Dunollie, Oban, (formerly 
of Craig Islay, Union Street, 
Lochgilphead), loving 
wife of the late Ian and 
much loved aunt and sister. 

Cremation Service will 
take place at Clydebank 
Crematorium, North 
Dalnottar, Clydebank, on 
Friday, February 12, 2010 

only, retiring collection/
donations will be taken for 
Ward B at the Lorn and 
Islands Hospital, Oban.
MACLEAN - James 
(Jim) aged 86, originally 
from Scarinish, Tiree, died 
peacefully on February 6, 
2010, in Alexandra, Central 
Otago, South Island, New 
Zealand, where he had 
lived for 60 years.  Beloved 
husband of Joan and the late 
Ethel.  Much loved father 
of Hugh and Carl.  A dear 
grandfather and father-in-
law.  Beloved brother of 
Eoghainn.  Will be sorely 
missed.  Gus am bris an lá.
REID - Suddenly at his 
home 23 Meadows Place, 
Lochgilphead on Saturday 
February 6, 2010, John 
C. Reid, aged 56 years.
Much loved and loving 
Dad of Anita and Ashley 
and beloved husband of 
Verona.Son of Frances and 
the late John. Dear brother 
of Bill, Frank and the late 
Angus, and brother-in-law 
of Jackie, Kathryn and 
Iain. Much loved uncle 
and great-uncle to Macey 
and a son-in-law. A much 
respected work colleague 
and friend to many. Funeral 
service will be held at 
Cardross Crematorium 
on Wednesday,  February 
17, 2010, at 11.30am, 
followed by a Memorial 
Service at Lochgilphead 
Parish Church at 2.30pm. 
All family and friends 
are respectfully invited 

only please.  Donations, if 
desired to, Encompass Islay 
and Ronachan House. 
WILSON - John (Ian), 
suddenly at Belford 
Hospital, Fort William, on 
Friday, February 5, 2010, 
aged 60 years, beloved 
husband, father, stepfather 
and grandfather.

ACKNOWLEDGE-
MENTS

MACKINNON - His 
sister Ina and the nieces 
and nephews of the late 
Hugh MacKinnon wish 
to thank most sincerely 
all friends and neighbours 
for all help, expressions of 

letters and cards received 
in their sad loss. Also all 
who attended the funeral 
at Kilmallie Church and 
New Kilmallie Cemetery. 
Sincere thanks to Lawrence 
and Ewen MacEwen, Isle 
of Muck, also Catriona 
and David White from 
Lismore. Thanks to Rev 
Richard Corbet, Kilmallie 
Church for his comforting 
service and the Rev Donald 
MacQuarrie, Duncansburgh 
MacIntosh Church for 
his gaelic reading, to 
Ewen of John MacLellan 
Undertakers for his 
professional service, thanks 
to the doctors and nurses 
who attended to Hugh over 
the years. Special thanks to 
the management and all the 

kindness and devoted care 
given to Hugh. Thanks to the 
Moorings Hotel for catering 
and Benny MacDonald of 
the Community Car Scheme, 
with a special thanks to Ian 
and Christine for being my 
drivers over the last six years. 
Finally thanks to all who 
donated at the church for 

of £125 was collected.
MAY - The family of 

like to thank all relatives 
and friends for the many 
expressions of sympathy, 

their sad loss.  Sincere thanks 
to the staff of Ward B, Lorn 
and Islands Hospital and 

spent his last years with his 
beloved Nancy.  Also thanks 
to Rev Dugald Cameron and 
Donald MacKinnon for an 
uplifting service.  A special 
thank you to Catriona and 
staff at Hamish Hoey for 
funeral arrangements.  A 
retiring collection of £400 
was donated to Alzheimer 
Scotland.
MILLEN - The Millen 
and Park families would 
like to thank everyone for 
their kind thoughts and 

time.  The collection in the 
church raised £602 for the 
Foundation for the Study of 
Infant Death (FSID) and the 
total is still rising.
STARK - (née Donaldson), 
Alana, Eleanor, George and 
Shirley wish to thank most 
sincerely all relatives and 
friends for the many kind 
expressions of sympathy, 
letters, cards and support 
received in their recent very 
sad loss of Agnes their mum.  
Special thanks to Margaret 
Sinclair and Rev Jane Taylor 
for their most moving, 
personal and comforting 
service, to Maurice and staff 
at James Ashton Funeral 
Directors for creating and 
providing the memorial 
orders of service, to all who 
paid their last respects at the 
memorial service held at 
Tarbert Parish Church and 
to those who donated so 
generously to the collection 
for the Intensive Care Unit 
and Ninewells Hospital.

WRIGHT - Maureen and 
family wish to thank all 
relatives and friends for the 
many kind expressions of 
sympathy after the loss of 
Bill.  Sincere thanks to those 
who attended the funeral 
service and to those who 
travelled many miles.  Also 
for the generous donations 
to Lewy Body Dementia 
Society amounting to £300.

IN MEMORIAM
ANDERSON - Treasured 
memories of our dear 
parents and grandparents.
Alexander Anderson who 
died on  February 13, 1992 
and Jessie (née McCallum) 
who died on  February 18, 
1988.
Always in our thoughts.
- Inserted by the Family 
in Aberfeldy, Islay and 
Singapore.
ANDERSON - Treasured 
memories of Rena a much 
loved mother, mother-in-
law and nana who passed 
away on February 13, 2009 
in Tortola BVI.
We lost a mother with a 
heart of gold
How much we miss her can 
never be told
She shared our troubles and 
helped us along
If we follow in her footsteps 
we will never go wrong.
We miss you from your 

Your loving smile and 
gentle air
Your vacant place no one 

We miss you mother and 
always will.
She was a mother so very rare
Content in her home and 
always there
On earth she toiled, in 
Heaven she rests
God bless you mother you 
were the best.
- Mandy and Duncan, 
Margaret and Donald, 
Alaine, Kenny and Craig.
BARRIE - In ever loving 
memory of our dear father 
Matthew who passed away 
February 14, 1984.
A smile for all
A heart of gold

kind
Sadly missed.
- Wendy, Matthew and 
Clelland.
BURNSIDE - (née 
Carmichael). In loving 
memory of my dear wife, 
Katie,  who passed away on 
February 6, 2005.
Thank you for the years we 
shared
The love you gave, the way 
you cared
Deep in my heart your 
memory is kept
Too dearly loved to every 
forget.
- Loving husband George.
Never more than a thought 
away
Loved and remembered 
every day
- From Jenette, Joe and 
Daniel and the Burnside 
family.
CAMPBELL - Treasured 
memories of our darling 
mum, Anne, who died 
February 15, 2007, and also 
our other loved ones gone 
before.
We miss you in so many ways
We miss the things you used 
to say
And when old times we do 
recall
It’s then we miss you most 
of all.
Loved always.
– Margaret, Ada, Mairi, 
Duncan, Fiona, George, 
Lorna and all their families 
Oban and away.
CURRIE - Cherished
memories of Lily, who 
died February 15, 1989 
and Archie, who died June 
1, 1998.  Always in our 
thoughts.
- Margaret, Donald and 
family.
Remembered always with 
love.
- Mike.
GRACE - Treasured 
memories of Patrick (P J), 
dearly loved son, brother 
and uncle, who died on 
February 17, 2000.  Sadly 
missed.
- All the family Lochaline, 
Glasgow and Helensburgh.
INNES - In loving memory 
of our dear father, father-in-
law and grandpa, Allie, who 
died February 12, 1996.
Loved and remembered 
always.
- Iain, Christine, Eileen and 
Eilidh.
INNES - Cherished 
memories of Allie, a loving 
father and grandpa.
Never more than a thought 
away
Quietly remembered every 
day.
- Ann-Margaret, Iain and 
family xx.
INNES - In loving memory 
of Allie, died February 12, 
1996,
Not just today
But every day
In silence we remember
Always in our thoughts.
- Margaret.
KELLY - In loving memory 
of my son-in-law and our 
brother-in-law, Vincent, 
who died on February 13, 
2006. RIP.
- 118 Kilmallie Road, Caol.
LAIRD - In loving memory 
of Susan (Oozie) a much 
loved wife, mum and nana 
who died February 14, 
2003.
Always in our hearts and 
thoughts
We love you still and miss 
you lots.
- Davy and all the family.

LAIRD - In loving memory 
of our dear mother, Oozie, 
who passed away February 
14, 2003.
Loved and missed so much.
- From Brenda, Poacher, 
Leigh, Danica and sister 
Alice.
Love you always.
- From Damian xx.
LIVINGSTONE - In loving 
memory of my parents, 
Morag, who died February 
10, 2005 and Archie, who 
died March 23, 2003.
Gone are the days we used 
to share
But in my heart you are 
always there.
- Lilian, Strontian. 
MACDONALD - In loving 
memory of our dear parents 
and grandparents, Thomas 
Freeland, passed away 
February 12, 1986 and 
Jessie MacKenzie, passed 
away February 7, 1994.
Forever in our thoughts.
- Inserted by Donald, Neil, 
Isobel and family.
MACDONALD - 
Precious memories of 
my dear husband Johnnie 
MacDonald who died on 
February 14, 2008.
A loving wife remembers 
still
As the days pass on I always 
will.
- Your loving wife, Ina xx.
MACDONALD  - In loving 
memory of our dear dad, 
Johnnie MacDonald who 
died on February 14, 2008.

memories
With pride we speak your 
name
Though life goes on without 
you
It will never be the same.
Always in our thoughts.
- Charlie, Eilidh and Ian, 
Catherine and John. 
No dearer father ever lived
You left me so sad
I’ll miss you always dad
- Hazel and Liam.
MACGILLIVRAY - 
Treasured memories of our 
dear mother, mother-in-
law, gran and great-gran 
Flora, who passed away on 
February 14, 1997.  Also 
remembering our dear father 
Neil who passed away on 
December 4, 1981.
Always in our thoughts.
- Mary, Donnie, John 
and families, Oban, Islay, 
Bulgaria and Dubai.
MACQUEEN - In loving 
memory of my dear 
husband, Murdo, father and 
papa, died February 12, 
2006, also our darling son 
and brother, Steve, passed 
away on January 2, 1975 
and also remembering loved 
ones gone before.
Loved and remembered 
always.
- Mary and family.
McCLOUNNAN - 
Treasured memories of my 
dear husband, David, who 
died at home, Balephuil, 
Tiree on February 17, 2006.
You left me many 
memories
To last my whole life 
through
But I didn’t want memories
All I wanted was you.
Miss you every day.
-Your loving wife Nan, 
Balephuil, Tiree.
McKILLOP - In loving 
memory of our dear aunt, 
Robina, who died suddenly 
on February 16, 2009.
Gone are the days we used 
to share
But in our hearts you are 
always there
Silent thoughts of times 
together
Bring memories that will 
last forever
- Inserted by Jessie, Bob, 
Jan, Grant, Ross and Gladys 
(South Africa).
McKINNEY - In loving 
memory of a dear brother 
Owen who died on February 
12, 2009.
You will always be missed.
And never forgotten.
- Pat and Macolm.
McKINNEY - In loving 
memory of Owen, a dear 
brother, who died on 
February 12, 2009.  Very 
sadly missed.
- Jessie.
McKINNEY - In loving 
memory of a dear uncle, 
Owen, died February 12, 
2009.
Sadly missed.
- James, Sandra and family.
McKINNEY - In memory 
of Owen, who died on 
February 12, 2009.  Gone 
but not forgotten.  R.I.P
- Maureen and Willie.
McKINNEY - In loving 
memory of Owen, who 
passed away February 12, 
2009.  sadly missed.  Always 
in our thoughts.
- Drew, Anne and family
MENZIES - In loving 
memory of Hamish a dear 
husband, father, father-in-
law and granpa who died 
February 10, 2007.
Always in our thoughts.
- Betty, Elizabeth, David, 
William and Isla.
POULTON - In loving 
memory of our precious 
baby son and brother Danny, 
who died on February 15, 
1992.
Forever in our hearts and 
thoughts.
- Mum and Hannah, Iochdar, 
Bunessan.
POULTON - In loving 
memory of my grandson 
and our nephew Danny, 
who died on February 15, 
1992, aged 3 days.
Remembered always.
- Freena and family, Iochdar, 
Bunessan, Mull.
SMITH - 20th anniversary 
– In loving memory of 

my special wife, devoted 
mam and grannie, Mary 
(Smithy) who died aged 57 
years on February 11, 1990. 
Thank you for all the great 
memories you left us all 
with.
- Love Geordie and family in 
New Zealand, Basingstoke, 
Thurso, Fort William, 
Wemyss Bay, Milngavie 
and Lochawe. xxx.
SPREADBURY-MUIR
- In loving memory of my 
dearest wife, Donna, who 
passed away February 16, 
2006.
It doesn’t need a special 
day
To bring you to my mind
For days without a thought 
of you

- Your loving husband 
Alasdair xxx.
SPREADBURY-MUIR 
- Treasured memories 
of Donna, dearest mum, 
daughter, sister and aunt 
taken from us on February 
16, 2006.
Always on our minds
Forever in our hearts
- From us all with love. 
SPREADBURY-MUIR - 
In memory of my beautiful 
friend, Donna, who passed 
away February 16, 2006, 
aged 40.
Never forgotten.
- Love Brenda, Poacher and 
family.
STEWART - In loving 
memory of Mena who 
died February 12,  2002, 
remembering loved 
ones gone before, also 
remembering Jimmy and 
James.
Now you are all together
We are really not apart
You all live with us in 
memory
Not just to day but always 
will.
- From all the family.
SUTHERLAND - Precious
memories of our dearly 
loved son, Innes, taken from 
us on February 14, 1999, 
aged 21 years.
There is a place in our hearts 
that is yours alone
A part of our lives no one 
can own
Deep in our memories you 
are with us yet
To love, cherish and never 
forget
Loved and remembered 
every day.
- Mum and Dad xx.
Innes, a much loved brother, 
brother-in-law and uncle.
We miss your smile, your 
joking ways
We miss the things you used 
to say
When old times we do 
recall
It’s then we miss you most 
of all.
Forever in our thoughts and 
hearts.
- Your big sisters, Keri, Iona 
and Catherine xxx.
SUTHERLAND - In loving 
memory of our dear nephew 
and cousin, Innie, who died 
on February 14, 1999, aged 
21.
Quietly today your memory 
we’ll treasure
Missing you always 
Forgetting you never.
- With love from Robert, 
Julie, Siobhan and Robbie 
x.

CHURCH NOTIVES

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
David Mudie (Treasurer)

Oban Hospice Ltd
The Croft
Kilmore

FOR THE BLIND 
CHILDREN OF

SCOTLAND’S ACADEMIC 
TUITION AT THE ROYAL 
SCHOOL IN EDINBURGH
 Please give your financial
support by donation, deed of
covenant or legacy
 Please send to Appeals
Department, Highland 
Arts Effort, Royal Blind  
Asylum School, P.O. Box 
500, Gillespie Crescent, 
Edinburgh, EH10 4HZ

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House
North Avenue , Clydebank

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

CHARITY DONATIONS

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 14th February 2010

Quinquagesima
St John’s Cathedral, Oban
Holy Communion ........08:00
Sung Eucharist .............10:15

Loop System
Large Print Hymn Books

All Welcome
Norman MacCallum,

Provost.
(01631) 562323

Holy Spirit, Ardchattan
Holy Eucharist ..........12.15

St Columba, Gruline, 
Mull

Holy Eucharist ..........11.00
St Columba, 

Bishop’s House, Iona
Holy Eucharist ..........10.00

Wednesday 17th February
Ash Wednesday

St John’s Cathedral, Oban
Said Eucharist .............. 11:00
Sung Eucharist .............19:30

St Columba, Gruline, 
Mull

Holy Eucharist ..........11.00

ASSOCIATED 
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church 
Sunday 14th February 2010

11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.
Phone-In ‘Worship Link’ 

available
Rev. Archie McPhail

MA, MTh
(01631) 567076

All welcome

LORN
CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP
Sunday 14th February 2010

Oban High School 
Main Hall
10:30am

All Welcome
Telephone

07836 342 622
www.lorncf.org.uk

Graduations

You can email your 
Graduation to 

adverts@obantimes.co.uk

John Jennett (Duror) graduated from the University 
of Glasgow with an MLitt (Masters) in Creative 
Writing for which he was awarded a Distinction. 

has been shortlisted for the Sceptre Prize.

Fiona MacDougall graduated from University 
of York with a MA in Policy Management and 

Government.  Fiona is a former pupil of St 
Columba’s Primary and Oban High School and 

youngest daughter of Mary and Danny MacDougall.

Dr Lindsay Egan graduated from Edinburgh 
University with PhD in Solid State Chemistry, a 

fomer pupil of Upper Achintore and Lochaber High 
Schools. Lindsay is the daughter of Fraser and 

Norma Egan, Fassifern Road, Fort William.

MEMORIALS

It was ‘men only’ in the Congregational 
Church hall kitchen as Dennis Davies, front 

and Gary Gladman roll up their sleeves.
07_t07coffee01

IT was all hands on deck at Saturday’s Oban 
Congregational Church hall as a fund-raising 
coffee morning and soup lunch buzzed with 
customers.

But in the kitchen all was calm and ordered 
as – unusually – it was the men who mucked in, 
serving the soup and coffees and dealing with 
the rapid turnover of plates cups and saucers.

Dennis Davies rolled up his sleeves and got 
stuck in with the washing up while Gary Gladman 
took charge of serving the soup and teas and 
coffees to the army of waiting waitresses.

A total of £363 was raised for church funds. 
The church will be holding its spring fayre on 
March 13 as the next fund raising event.

Busy morning 
in the kitchen

BISHOP Joseph Toal, Bishop of Argyll and the Isles 
was one of 11 members of the Bishops’ Conference 
of Scotland to visit Pope Benedict XVI  in Rome 
recently in advance of the Holy See’s visit to the UK 
later this year.

The Scottish Bishops met the Pope in a private 
audience during which Cardinal Keith O’Brien 
thanked the Pope for his teaching and promised him 
a ‘heartfelt welcome’ to Scotland later this year, 
adding: ‘We are thrilled that your visit will include 
Scotland.’ The Cardinal, president of the bishops’ 
conference, said: ‘As Scots Catholics we are proud 
of our nation’s long relationship with the Holy See.’ 

He stressed the church’s long commitment to 
education from the earliest times.

In his remarks, Pope Benedict spoke against 
euthanasia and sectarianism and gave vocal support 
to Scotland’s Catholic schools saying: ‘Faith schools 
are a powerful force for social cohesion.’ 

Argyll bishop joins 
peers in visit to Pope 

THE RECENT sudden passing of Janet MacLean, 
Duirinish Station, at Broadford Hospital on December 
12, shocked and saddened her many friends.

Although 80 years old she belied her age and was 
blessed with good health and vigour right up to her 
last day.

Janet was born in Sallachy, but sadly her mother 
died when she was just 12 years old, leaving her 
father to bring up Janet and her two sisters. She went 
to primary school in Killilan, walking the three miles 
there and back each day.  She would also walk to 
church at Ardelve.

She refused to go to Pockton school, instead she 
went to work at the Killilan Lodge. From there she 
went to work at Duncraig Castle as a general maid 
and then to Stromeferry Hotel. While at Duncraig 
she met Fachie and they were married in Stromeferry 
Free Church in 1954.

They settled at Duirinish Station and had three 
children Carol, Donnie and Sandy. After the children 
grew up Janet went to work at the Plockton Hostel, 
where she stayed until she retired.

On retiring she was kept busy doing bed and 
breakfast, doing her beautiful garden and latterly 

She was a kind, well-loved lady who enjoyed the 
wonderful blessings of a close family life.

A large crowd attended the funeral service in Kyle 
Free Church conducted by the Rev Roddie Rankin 
assisted by the Rev J. M. Macdonald. The burial 
was at Balmacara new cemetery. The collection at 
the service raised £768 for Scottish Huntingdons 
Association.

Sympathy is expressed to sons Donnie at Kyle, 
Sandy at Dornie and Carol (Mrs Mackay at Drumbuie) 
and to her two sisters in a (Mrs Finlayson in Fife) and 
Peggy (Mrs Cameron in Perthshire).

Obituaries
Janet MacLean, Duirinish Station

THE PASSING of Alastair Cameron, Drumbuie at 
Broadford Hospital on December 24 saddened the 
village as he had been out and about until a few days 
previously. He was 76 years old.

Alastair was born in Drynoch, Skye, and went to 
school in Dunvegan.  After school he remained at 
home to help his father on the croft.  He also did 
work driving for Ewen Macrae, Crossal.  After his 
father’s death he moved to Drumbuie with his mother 

janitor at Duncraig Castle College until it closed.  He 
brought his varied working life to a close with a spell 
as gardener at Balmacara House and caretaker of 
Kyle village hall.

Alastair met Ishbel while she was teaching at 
Duncraig and they were married in 1962 and had four 
children Catherine, Marion, Donald and Charlene.

Alastair was a kind-hearted, gentle, caring and 
generous man who attended the free church, and he 
will be much missed.

A large crowd attended the funeral service in Kyle 
Free Church, conducted by the Rev Roddie Rankin, 
burial took place at Balmacara new cemetery.

The collection of £765 was donated to Broadford 
Hospital League of Friends.  Sympathy is expressed 
to his wife Ishbel, son Donald in Kyle and daughters 
Catherine (Mrs Maclean at Badicaul), Marion 
(Mrs King in Kyle) and Charlene (Mrs Macleod in 
Drumbuie).

CMacR

Alastair Cameron, Drumbuie
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Sailing

THE newly-formed Oban 
Saints Ladies team will 
play host to Falkirk Ladies 
in a challenge match this 
Sunday.
The game will take place 

on the 3g community pitch 
at Oban High School with a 
2pm kick-off.

February Medal: 1 Sandy 
Peters 73 less 6 net 67; 2 
Keith MacDonald 76 less 6 
net 70; 3 Scott Currie 86 less 
13 net 73. Css 71.

Magic 2s  - Iain MacCuaig 
and Ron Goudie.

SEVENTY-three young 
athletes competed in the 
Mull contest of Sports Hall 
Athletics held recently in 
Tobermory High School. 

The Mull event was 
the last of the local area 
competitions in Argyll this 
winter promoted by Mid 
Argyll Athletic Club. 

The Lochgilphead based 
club was successful in 
obtaining an Awards for All 
Lottery Grant to promote all 
the local area competitions 

Oban on February 27.
Ross MacCrone from 

Tobermory was arguably 
the top athlete on the day 
winning the under-11 title 
and winning six out of the 
seven events. 

Ross won the four-lap 
race in 25.9 seconds, almost 
a second ahead of second 
place and then proceeded 
to win the high jump, long 
jump, javelin, vertical 

bounce recording 76 jumps 
in 30 seconds and close to 
the Argyll age record. Ross 
had to settle for second in 
the triple jump which was 
won by Scott Patterson from 

FOUR Oban High School 
swimmers passed a gruelling 
set of qualifying heats to post 
the school’s best performance 
in 10 years at the Scottish 
Schools Swimming Finals.

The event was held in the 
Commonwealth Games 2010 
pool at Tollcross, Glasgow, 
on January 30, with Oban 
High represented by: 
Matthew Anderson, Oban, 
Connor MacNeil, Taynuilt, 
and Abigail Evans, Oban, 
in the 13-14 age group and 
Clare MacKinnon of Oban 
in the 12 and under age 
category.

The Scottish Schools 
Swimming Association only 
picks the country’s top 20 
swimmers to compete at 
each stroke in the different 
age groups and all four made 

The speedy school pupils, 
who are all members of 
Oban Otters Swimming 

from the Argyll and Bute 
heats in Campbeltown 
last November and post a 

The older children who 

their two best events, while 
Clare, as a junior, was only 
permitted to compete in one.

in 200m freestyle and 
fourth in the 100 freestyle; 

50m backstroke; Connor 

was ninth in the 200m 
backstroke and seventh in 
the 100m backstroke; and 

200m backstroke and fourth 
in the 200m breaststroke. 
The event was Clare and 

level of competition.
Active Schools co-

ordinator and swimming 
coach Jillian Gibson said: 

in the top 10 of their events, 
which is a testament to how 
much they put into training.

four-lane, 25-metre pool in 
Oban to a 10-lane, 50-metre 
Olympic-sized pool.’

Highland spirit

TOBERMORY Single 
Malt Scotch Whisky will 
be a major sponsor of West 
Highland Yachting Week 
2010.

Marking 63 years of the 
popular regatta, the distillery 
will host events on the island 
between July 30 and August 
6.

Welcoming Tobermory 
Single Scotch Whisky 
as an additional sponsor 
to Tunnocks, Argyll and 
Bute Council, Caledonian 
MacBrayne and West 
Coast Motors, the regatta 
committee chairman David 
Waltho said:  ‘It is also 
particularly appropriate 
to have Tobermory Single 
Scotch Whisky aboard West 
Highland Yachting Week 
given Tobermory is one of 
our regatta’s most popular 
venues.’

Football

Bairns match

THE OBAN Times has 
been asked to point out that 
teenage swimmer Abigail 

female Oban Otters swimmer 
to compete in a national 

week’s edition.

Golf

Islay Golf Club

GOON Squad held on to top 
spot of the Ali Young Winter 
League at the Nevis Centre 
on Monday night - but only 
just after they overcame a 
gutsy Alcan 3-2.

Second-placed Achintore 
got the better of Sawmill 
3-1 to stay three points off 
the pace, while Funky Five 
kept up their challenge by 
thumping Livercaol 5-1. 

Lochaber Leisure defeated 
Wanderers 3-1 to move up a 
place, while HWE No Stars 
swapped places at the bottom 
with Rangers Supporters 
after beating them 5-2.

Football

Goons stay top

School swimmers’ 
Scottish success

Swimming

Oban High School swimmers, from left: Clare MacKinnon, Abigail Evans, Connor 
MacNeil and Matthew Anderson. 07_t07swim01

Salen. Tobermory Primary 
School produced the top two 
girls in the under-11 contest 
with Charlotte Peacock 
champion ahead of Eilidh 
Mitchell.

Bunessan Primary School  
triumphed in the under 7 
age group, introduced for 

MacGillvray the boys 
champion and Abbie Cato 
winning the girls contest at 
a canter. 

Jamie won four events to 

Luke Grieve, from Salen, 
who won the other two 
events.

Bunessan won the under-
9 boys category with David 
Cameron winning four 
events, including a promising 
4.87 metres in the standing 
triple jump. 

Ella Barlow from 
Tobermory was the girls 
under 9 champion thanks 
to wins in the two-lap race, 
long jump and javelin. 

There was a disappointing 
entry in the afternoon session 
for the under-13, under-15 
and under-17 categories but 

the standard was good and 
one young lad who shone 
was Keir Carmichael from 
Tobermory Primary. 

Keir was under 13 
champion thanks to a great 
all-round display of speed, 
strength and agility. He won 
six out of the eight events 
and his leap of 56cms in the 
vertical jump was only 3cms 
below the long-standing 
Argyll age record. 

Daisy Williams, from 
Bunessan, an S1 pupil at 

events in the under-13s to 

from Tobermory. 
Cullen McClymont from 

Craignure was the under-
15 champion. Cullen’s best 
event was the standing triple 
jump where he improved 
his personal best to seven 
metres. Sian Henderson from 
Salen was the girls winner in 
the under 15s.

Ian McDowall, from 
Lettermore, won the under-
17 category only two points 
ahead of Craig Tomison from 
Ulva Ferry. The two boys 
had a great contest and are 
regarded as two of the best 
young athletes in Argyll.

Mull athletes bring down 
curtain on Argyll event
Large turnout serves up tough competition

Swimming

Lochaber boxers 
can pack a punch
A LARGE crowd from 
Nether Lochaber Amateur 
Boxing Club travelled to 
Insch, Inverurie, on Saturday 
night for the new club’s 
second outing.   

Sam Crowe, aged 14, from 
Kinlochleven High School, 

himself matched against late 
replacement Andrew Smart, 
16, from Elgin ABC.  Crowe 
fought well but a serious leg 
injury sustained last summer 
prevented him from dodging 
the punches of the more 
experienced boxer from 
Elgin.

Crowe lost out during 
several furious exchanges in 
the second and third rounds 

he will be one to watch.
Welterweight Danny 

Mackintosh, 23, from 
Glencoe, who works at the 
Underwater Centre in Fort 
William, saw his opponent 

a black eye. Head coach 
Martin Glenesk arranged 
a non-scoring ‘exhibition’ 
bout with NLABC boxer 

Patrick MacInnes, 20, from 
Kinlochleven, who had only 
travelled to Insch to support 
the team.

middleweight Sandy 
Hazelton, 26, from 
Kinlochleven, who trains 
with the club when he is not 
working offshore.  Hazelton, 
who had never fought before, 
faced Tamasz Juszczak from 
Insch ABC who had two 

However, Hazelton landed 

blows and by the second 
round Juszczak’s nose was 
bleeding heavily. In the 
third, the referee stopped 
the contest after a relentless 
attack by Hazelton.

Proud head coach Martin 
Glenesk said: ‘This was a 
fantastic night for the club 
and a great experience for 
our boxers.’

Lochaber Phoenix had two 
novice boxers in action on the 
same bill: 12-year-old James 
Aitchison and 15-year-old 
Artyom Jevstijejeik.

Nether Lochaber boxers Danny Mackintosh, Sandy 
Hazelton, Sam Crowe and Patrick MacInnes with head 

coach Martin Glenesk, centre, at Insch. 

Boxing

Dominant Oban’s double win  
Badminton

OBAN won this year’s 
Argyll Cup with a dominant 
display on home ‘soil’ at 
Atlantis Leisure.

Oban’s A team were 
clear winners on Saturday, 
with the C team edging out 
runners-up Dunoon by a 
single match.

The tournament, which 
also features a Campbeltown 
team, was in its 59th year 
and takes a doubles round-
robin format.

Standout performances 
came from Oban brothers 
Stuart and Cameron Barbour 
with respective partners, 
Denise Gemmell and Anne 
MacKenzie and Oban C’s 
Andrew Simpson and Debbie 
Craig, who won every match 
they played.

The performances of Oban’s doubles teams made sure the town won both trophies 
on offer at the Argyll Cup on Saturday. 07_t07badminton01

Robert Wylie Memorial 
Cup

Oban Celtic 5
Strachur 1

OBAN Celtic regained the 
Robert Wylie Memorial Cup 

after a solid victory against 
Strachur.

The home team looked 
as though they might make 
heavy weather of the game, 

Free-scoring Celtic retain Robert Wylie Memorial Cup
Shinty

missing a penalty after 14 
minutes, and having no 
reward for all their pressure 

match. Nerves were settled 
on 21 minutes when Alan 
Millar slotted a long low 

minutes later Alan Duffy 
picked up a clearance from 

Kieran Gallagher to double 
Celtic’s lead.

Fought
Strachur fought back 

netting on the half hour, 
but Duffy’s second after 
40 minutes gave the Oban 
squad a comfortable cushion 
going into the break.

Early in the second period, 

the Strachur goalkeeper 
was unlucky when his 
save rebounded off John 
Turnbull, who had followed 
up the initial shot, and the 
ball rolled over the line. 

When David Hill slotted 

outside the area it was clear 
that the cup would be back 
in Celtic’s possession for 
another year.

Shinty

Marine Harvest South Division Two
Aberdour 2 Oban Celtic 3

Shinty

I enclose £1 (note) for 20 crosses (tick box)  The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules.
How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen.  Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1.

Name_________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________Tel No.______________________

Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£1050

CompetitionSpot the SHINTY BALL
All you have to do

We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  Now look 
carefully at the position of the players and use your skill and judgement 
to place a cross at the exact point where you think the centre of the ball 
was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost 
of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 
The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 per week 

until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must 
be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will be 
void.  Prizes will be shared between those submitting correct entries.
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will be 

awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be awarded that 
week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 
20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to reach "Spot the 
Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll 
PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Office, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, mislaid 

or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is final on all matters relating to the competition 

and no correspondence will be entered into. The final decision rests with 
the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 

equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the  awarding 
of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and void 

at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the price of 
the coupon to any person who has entered the competition at that time.
Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their immediate relatives and any 

person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible to enter.

This week's nearest the ball winners, who each receive £25 are:
J Birt, Millpark Place, Oban and K Smith, Pulpit Drive, Oban
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FRIDAY

57

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown  -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00

Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig  +0.25
Portree  +0.55
Tobermory  +0.16
Dover  +5.30

Sponsored by
NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550

Tides

the weather
Sponsored by

NANCY BLACK Ships’ Chandler

Thursday
Sunny intervals expected during the day with light rain 

overnight. Winds light north-westerly. 
Temperatures 0ºC to 6ºC

Friday
A much brighter day anticipated with clear skies at night. 

Winds light north-easterly. Temperatures -1ºC to 5ºC. 
Weekend Outlook 

Sunny intervals for the most part with mainly clear skies 
overnight. Winds very light north/north-easterly. 

Temperatures -1ºC to 5ºC.
Ferry Crossings/Sea States

Oban to Barra/South Uist - Calm
Oban to Coll/Tiree -As above

Kennacraig to Islay - As above

Tide tables for Oban during the week from 
Thursday, February 11, 2010

are listed below with differences 
for major ports listed beneath. 

All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm

Thur 04.19 3.3 10.52 1.5 16.54 3.3 23.02 1.3
Fri 04.54 3.6 11.28 1.4 17.16 3.5 23.36 1.1                 
Sat 05.29 3.8 11.59 1.2 17.45 3.7 **.** *.*
Sun 00.08 1.0 06.03 4.0 12.29 1.1 18.16 3.8
Mon 00.39 0.9 06.35 4.0 12.58 1.0 18.45 3.9
Tues 01.08 0.9 07.05 4.0 13.27 1.0 19.10 3.9
Wed 01.33 1.0 07.32 3.9 13.53 1.1 19.34 3.8
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Sponsored by NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550

2 Saints have to settle for a point

SAINTS’ Under-13s and 15s 
had no games last weekend.

Blair Thistle v Under 13s; 
Renton Youth v Under 15s.
The Under-13s have been 

drawn away to Mill United 
in the fourth round of the 
Regional Cup. The tie will 
be played in Hamilton on the 
weekend of February 20/21.
The Under-13s have 

also been drawn away 
to Ardencaple in the 
preliminary round of the 
Dumbarton Development 
League Knockout Cup.

Scottish Amateur Football 
League- Premier Division

OBAN SAINTS 0
CAMBRIA 0

CAMBRIA left Oban the 
happier team after a hard 
fought draw against the 
league leaders at Oban High 
School’s 3g pitch.

Extra spice was added 
to the match with Cambria 

former Oban based players 
in their squad - Daniel 
Cassells, Joe Lopez, Scott 
Johnston, Eddie Swift and 
Calum Hill.

The best chance in the 
opening period fell to Saints 
when Asen Gaydardzhiev 
played in Donald Campbell, 
but he will be disappointed 

Donald Campbell and Cambria player manager Cammy Scott tussle for the ball 
during Saturday’s game. Photo: Kevin McGlynn

that he failed to make 
Cambria keeper Daniel 
Cassells work as he blasted 
the ball over the bar from 12 
yards.

It was a more determined 
Saints team that came out at 
the start of the second half 
and Cambria were stunned 
by this early onslaught. 

The visitors weathered the 
storm and almost snatched 
the lead when the Saints 
defence got caught napping 
at a free kick, but the home 
side have keeper Graham 
Douglas to thank for a 
brillant save low down from 
Dougie Gunning’s shot.

Cambria’s goal led a 
charmed life in the 78th 
minute when Saints had 
three attempts to score, the 
ball coming off the bar with 
Daniel Cassells beaten. It 
was bouncing tantalisingly 
around the box and a further 
two shots were blocked on 
the line - it was going to be 
one of those days for Saints

Saints defender Jamie 
Graham was red carded for 
dissent at the end of a match 
in which Saints could do 
nothing right, as their luck 
deserted them.

Saints will hope for better 
fortune away to Castlemilk 
on Saturday in a premier 
division league match.

Football

Kyle is top 
of the Scots

Archery

Scottish champion Kyle Dods

NEW SCOTTISH indoor 
champion Kyle Dods had 
more than the country’s 
top archers to compete 
with at the national indoor 
championships - the Oban 
man was suffering with a 
cold as well.

But despite feeling below 
par at the championships at 
Lasswade, Edinburgh, Kyle 
shot a personal best 583 from 

a possible 600 points to be 
crowned Scottish champion.

Kyle, a runner-up in the 
competition the previous two 
years, said he was delighted 
with his win.

‘I had the cold on the day 
so let’s just say I found it 
hard going,’ he admitted. 
‘But maybe it made me 

concentrate more, because I 
shot a personal best.’

The victory in the national 
championship has given the 
Atlantis Lesiure facilities 

going into his most important 
season yet.

Assuming he performs 
well at various Scottish 
and UK competitions this 
year, Kyle will wear his 
country’s colours at the 
Commonwealth Games in 
Delhi this year.

‘I’m shooting every day 
and have been stepping up 
my gym work, ahead of this 
season,’ said Kyle.

Next month, Kyle and 
the other prospective 
Commonwealth team 
archers will go to Delhi for 
a test event.

His most recent 
competition was one of the 
most prestigious he has 
entered so far, the European 
Tournament of Archers in 
Nimes, France.

The competition attracts 
the best archers in the 
world.

Kyle thanked his sponsors, 
insurance brokers Clark 
Thomson, and his employers 
Atlantis Lesiure for assisting 
him in his preparations.

THE DISTANCE might 
be 6.25 miles but any 10k 
race always feels like one 
big sprint - so hats off to the 
58 runners who took part in 
Lochaber Athletic Club’s  
(LAC) annual Winter League 
10k on Sunday.

Tom Smith went out fast, 
shadowed by Bruce Poll and 
followed closely by Oliver 
Blomfeld and John Binnie. 

Tom pulled away from 
Bruce after a mile and never 

Runners set out in Lochaber Athletic Club’s Glen 10k race on Sunday.

Smith is swift in Lochaber ‘sprint’
Athletics

an excellent time of 34 mins 
20 secs.

Bruce Poll tired in the 
second half and was caught 

overall in 36 mins 20 secs 
with Oliver Blomfeld in 
third in a time of 37 mins 01 
secs.

In the senior ladies race 
Amanda Blackhall lead until 

Sara Byrne stormed past her 

overall in 40 mins 33 secs. 
Third female was Keri Page 
in 42 mins 54 secs.

Susan-Jane Ross showed 

in a time of 46 mins 22 secs.
There were also impressive 

performances from Mark 
Haran and Stephen Martin 

Both LAC’s Ian Henderson 
and Bruce Davie had 
strong races as did Andrew 
Cameron for Jog Scotland. 
Organisers thanked Northern 
Constabulary for keeping 
the runners safe crossing the 
main road, to the marshals, 
Donna, Dave, Paul and Alan 
and to John and Ellen for 
timekeeping and results.

The next Winter League 

Sunday February 28 at 11am 
at Glen Nevis Restaurant.

Eight minutes of madness
FootballHighland League

Fort William 1 
Turriff United 4

FIRST the good news 
– Fort more than matched 
visitors Turriff for three 
quarters of this match, the 

December 5.
The bad news was that by 

the time Calum MacLean’s 
men woke up midway 

were four goals down and 
chasing a lost cause.

Fort fans had been looking 
forward with some relish 

almost two months.
But after an even opening 

ten minutes, defensive 
mistakes returned with a 
vengeance as Turriff were 
handed four gift-wrapped 
goals in a period of eight 
minutes.

than a whiff of luck about 
it, Morrison’s sliced cross 
from the right deceiving 
John Campbell in the Fort 

Fort hardly had time to draw 

home through a posse of 
players for Turriff’s second, 
then insult was added to 
injury when Henderson made 
it three after 20 minutes with 
a close range header.

A dubious penalty award 
seconds later allowed 
Morrison to send Campbell 
the wrong way.

Grip
Whether Turriff 

unconsciously took their 
foot off the gas or Fort 
remembered how to play 
football is immaterial – either 
way the rot stopped there as 
the Lochaber men got a grip 
on the game and scored.

Jonathan Hewitt barrelled 
through only to be poleaxed 
by keeper Buchanan and the 
impressive Urquhart made 
no mistake from the spot to 
make it 1-4.

Urquhart soon had Turriff 

in more trouble when his 
mazy run and cutback caused 
mayhem in the visitors’ 
defence, but Fort’s forwards 
hesitated and the chance was 
lost.

Sean Ellis then tried 
a long-range lob which 
had Buchanan scrambling 
before half time gave Turriff 
breathing space.

Play raged end to end 
before Ellis beat two players 
in the box only to blast high 
over from 12 yards then 
Urqhuart’s 30-yard free 
kick clipped the bar with 
Buchanan nowhere.

Campbell denied Noble at 
the other end with a brilliant 
one-handed stop, but back 
came Fort and Urquhart 
was desperately unlucky 

of Buchanan’s right hand 
post after Michael Ellis had 
played him in.

Fort were due to play 
bottom club Rothes last night 
and face Wick Academy 
away on Saturday.

Turriff keeper Ross Buchanan brings down Jonathan 
Hewitt for Fort’s penalty. 10_f07footie01

A PROMISING young 
motorcyclist has just secured 
a ride with KRP (Keen 
Race Preparation), the top 
team in the British 125 
Championship.

John McPhee, aged 15, 
joins an illustrious group 
of teammates, such as 
Dacota Mamola, son of 
Randy Mamola, former 
Moto GP winner, and 
Taylor Machenzie, son of 
Scottish racing legend Nial 
Mackenzie, former three 
times British Superbike 
champion.

The team gets support 
from Bradley Smith, one of 
Britain’s most successful 
Grand Prix riders.

John will be joining the 
team in Cartagena, Spain, 

at the begining of March for 
pre season testing.

The teenager said: ‘I’m 
really looking forward to 
the coming season and to 
possibly obtaining a wild 
card entry for the Moto GP 
at Silverstone.

‘I would like to say a big 
thank you to my 2009 team 
which includes my mum, 
dad, uncle Mark, Gary 
Turner, Billy and Mary 
Robertson.’

John is still seeking 
sponsorship for the coming 
season.

The British Superbike 
Championship is covered 
live on Eurosport and the 
BBC.

Moto GP racer John 
is Keen on new team

Motorcycling

THE OBAN Express Primary 
Junior League  was played at 
the Oban Community Pitch 
on Sunday.

Koz put on great displays 
but lost against strong 
opposition, including 
current champions Saints 
U8’s, Lochgilphead and 
Benderloch, who then 
went on to draw 0-0 with 
Lochgilphead and the Saints 
U8’s in a strong display of 
defending.

Thistle pushed themselves 
clear at the top with an 
excellent four goals from 
Scott Mossman helping 
them to a 6-0 win over Ac 
Argyll. A 7-0 win over the 
Sharks and a third win of the 
day over Ben Lora secured 
maximum points.

Football

Primary league

Football
Saints results

Ten-pin bowling

Kingpin league

TEN-PIN bowlers at the 
Nevis Centre have started 
an eight-week singles 
competition.

The 36 players receive 
points after each night’s 
bowling.

The leader after week one, 
from 36 players, is Andy 
MacDonald with a total score 
of 445 (287 bowled + 158 
handicap). Andy received 
the maximum 36 points. 
With 35 points Brian Stewart 
with 433 (317 bowled + 116 
handicap) shares second 
spot with Hazel White also
with 433 (277 bowled + 156 
handicap). Tony Whitelocke 
leads the scratch table with 
36 points followed by Brian 
Stewart with 35.

Athletics
Rodgers gold

LOCHABER’S David 
Rodgers won the Vet 40 gold 

overall at Saturday’s Scottish 
National Masters Cross 
Country Championships.

overall and won the Vet 50 
Gold Medal at the event at 
Forres Grant Park.
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