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PRESSURE to produce better 

results, it has been claimed.

Bute Council last year showed 
increases in both the number of 
stop and searches conducted by 

of ‘positive’ searches, where 
someone was found to have 

Of the 18,956 searches carried 
out by Police Scotland, 3,088 
were recorded as ‘positive’, 

results.
That coincided with a reduction 

serious assaults, robberies and 
petty assault in the second 

Police Scotland claims is a direct 
result of an increased emphasis 
on stop and search.

they are under pressure to meet 

been searched - even if only one 

The Oban 

Times: ‘For example, if you 

and one has a bottle of alcohol 
on them, that counts as six 
successes. 

that.’
Divisional commander, Chief 

Superintendent Barry McEwan, 

Consultation
However, there was statistical 

analysis to determine where 
police resources should be better 
deployed to prevent crimes, 

conjunction with a community-

priorities based on community 
consultation.

‘The Chief Inspectors don’t 

‘What we do have is some 

and productive - and one or two 

He added that most of the 
searches carried out were 

news’ that seven more blocks of 

owner/occupiers who share 
responsibility for seven blocks 
in the scheme to jointly fund the 

Residents in the Oban 

TRIBUTES have been made 
this week to a ‘trustworthy, 
honest and popular’ former 

with cancer.
Robin Banks died suddenly 

on Sunday afternoon at Lorn 

of 81.

University and joined the law 

James H. Banks and Co, which 

He retired at 60 to become 

District Council and served 
for 15 years as an independent 

candidate - his widow, Ishbel, 

He was depute leader of 

2001 – 2007 and later became 
an honorary sheriff.

was council leader when Robin 
was depute leader.

Trustworthy
Mr Macaskill said: ‘I shall 

miss him terribly. He was so 
honest and trustworthy that I 
never heard a bad word said 
about him.

‘He will be remembered 
as a very loyal friend and as 
someone you could depend 
on.’

Mr Banks was a stalwart of 

Gàidhealach, the Lorn 

Children 1st charity. He was 

Benderloch Drama Club and 
Oban Round Table.

Gàidhealach an Òbain he was 
convenor for two successful 
Royal National Mòds and in 
Paisley last year he received 

His funeral will take place 

Parish Church at 1pm and 
to Pennyfuir Cemetery 
thereafter.

the best print or online ‘news-

pupils.

can submit entries for the Scot-

in June. 
The Oban Times, which 

as part of Wyvex Media is 

Doors close
on Oban family 
business

years has closed its doors.

Jean Shop, was opened in 1980 
by David Finlayson and was 
subsequently run by his son, 
Euan, who shut up shop last 
Saturday.

Euan explained the business 
had closed because of a 

Friends rally round 
jailed Connel man
FRIENDS of a Connel man held 
in an Indian jail since October 
are to raise funds to help pay for 

anti-piracy crew he was part of 

weapons without a licence.

Campbeltown, his friends in 
Kintyre have rallied round 

meet some of the former 

the Burnside Bar, Campbeltown 
Kitchens, the Whisky Shop, the 

Kintyre Hire.

Robin Banks. 

By 

dilapidated exteriors on the 

inherited when it took over the 

and Bute Council in 2006.

to look like a third world country 

the bull by the horns.
‘It was a problem it inherited 

step.’ Part of the reason for 

returned at the end of January, 

joint payment of works to be 

Work is expected to start in the 

‘The owners in the seven 

contributed towards the shared 

The owners will have partial 
contributions to make to costs 

secured and these will be subject 

blocks; two blocks were wholly 

More Soroba homes to be upgraded 
as agreement reached over funding

community, say for example a 

they’d ask ‘do you mind if we 

‘If they’re under 18 we say 
there’s reasonable cause to look 

alcohol.’ 
Former Chief Inspector for 

Oban and current councillor 
Fred Hall said the issue had left 

at an ‘all-time low’.
In an open letter to the police 

and The Oban Times, he added: 

relations and in my view it is 

issue and moved on. 
‘To that end I think the best 

way to move this issue forward 

to the whole truth of the issue.

relations.’
 What’s your view on the 

editor@obantimes.co.uk, tweet 
@obantimes, visit our facebook 

01631 568000.

Death of former Argyll councillor Robin Banks

The sun always shines in Argyll, according to Judith Ralston - and she should know. The popular BBC Scotland weather presenter took 
time out from her holiday in her favourite destination to talk to The Oban Times. For more, see next week’s edition.

industries, and are of particular 
interest to pupils enthused by 

and business. 

Distribution the awards also 
aim to support the Curriculum 

different school subjects can 

Pupils have until Wednesday, 

Should local schools require as-
sistance, The Oban Times would 

production in action. 
The awards will include 14 

-

Winners will be invited to a spe-
cial awards ceremony to be held 

13. For more information and to 

co.uk.

Judith’s 
sunny
outlook

Oban Times backs school newspaper competition

exaggerated in 
‘target’ debate
Divisional commander says 
stops are reducing disorder

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes

will lead to the creation of up 

Council has claimed.

drawn up to use the investment 
in conjunction with the CHORD 
project to revamp the town centre 

The money will tie in with the 

people in to live in the area, as 

facelift.
For details on how the money 

TIF funding to 
create 1,000 jobs

of their appointments.

launched the Patient Reminder 

in an effort to reduce missed 
appointments.

Patient reminder

Lobster and Langoustine Cocktail £10.95
Twice Baked Cheese Soufflé £7.95
Sharing Fishcake Platter £9.95

Whole Stuffed Seabass £19.95
Seafood Pasta  £16.95
Butterflied King Langoustines £19.95
Sirloin Steak £21.95

Ee-Usk Trifle £5.95
Crème Brûlée £5.60
Dessert Platter to Share £9.95

Full à la carte menu also available

Spring Weddings
Special feature on pages 10 & 11



2 NEWS Thursday 6 February, 2014 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

Beachd Ailein
Ailean Caimbeul

GLÒIR nan Càirdean as mìlse na mhil!
Sin gliocas an t-seanfhacail agus cha 

bu bheag am moladh a chualas air Iain 
Fearchar Rothach nach maireann nuair 
a chruinnich mu mhìle neach aig Allt 
a’ Chruinn ann an Ceann an t-Sàile 
Disathairne seo chaidh airson seirbheis 
an tiodhlacaidh aige. Thàinig iad às gach 
ceàrn den dùthaich a nochdadh an cuid 
spèis dha duine a bha aithnichte fad is 
farsaing, a rinn mòran, agus a choisinn 
cliù mar fhear a sheasadh còraichean a 
dhaoine fhèin. Tha seanfhacal eile air am 
bi sibh eòlach cuideachd a tha ag ràdh gur 
ann nuair a gheibhear bàs as dòchasaiche 
a gheibhear moladh. ’S e bha sònraichte 
mu Iain Fearchar Rothach gun robhas a’ 
dèanamh moladh mòr air nuair a bha e 
fhathast beò agus gun teagamh tha sin na 
thomhas air leth den a’ mheas a bh’ aig 
daoine air! 

Cha robh dad a b’ fheàrr le Iain Fearchar 
na crac is sgeulachdan Gàidhlig an 
cuideachd chàirdean is eòlaich, le ’s dòcha 
beagan ciùil cuideachd, agus chualas 
deagh cheòl agus deagh aithrisean an 
lùib seirbheis eireachdail Disathairne. 
Shaoil mi fhìn gun robh a h-uile dad cho 
iomchaidh dhan an fhear a bh ’air falbh 
bhuainn, bha urram is eirmseachd air an 
snìomh le ealantas anns na chualas agus 
bha gach ullachadh eile cuideachd air an 
deagh eagrachadh. Ghabh a theaghlach 
agus a charaidean beannachd le JF anns 
an dòigh a bha na h-uile a’ creidsinn a 
bhiodh e fhèin a meas freagarrach. 

Mar a shùilicheadh sibh, bha na h-uiread 

à saoghal poilitigs am measg na bha 
an làthair agus bha mi glè thoilichte 
nuair a thuirt fear aca rium gum bi e a’ 
leughadh Beachd Ailein gach seachdain.  
Meal-a-naidheachd air leis gum bheil e ag 
ionnsachadh na Gàidhlige!  Gu mì-fhor-
tanach, bha e **den a’ tuigsinn gur ann a’ 
cur sìos air buill-pàrlamaid a bha mi ann 
an Beachd na seachdaine seo chaidh, ach 
bha mi a’ mìneachadh dha gur ann a bha 
mi a’ dèanamh luaidh air Buill leithid Iain 
Fearchar a bha daonnan a’ cur feumalach-
dan agus còraichean an t-sluaigh a chur 
dhan Phàrlamaid e air toiseach air dad eile 

seasamh a’ Phàrtaidh dam buineadh e.  
Ach bha e na mhisneachadh cluinntinn 
bho chuid de na Buill gum bheil a’ 
mhòr-shluagh a’ nochdadh barrachd ùidh 
ann an cùisean poileataigs a-nise agus 
a’ tionndadh a-mach gu coinneamhan 
poblach. Gur math ma mhaireas sin!

IT WAS a privilege to join more than a 
thousand others at Kintail last Saturday 
to bid farewell to a man who has been so 
accurately described as a true Highland 
gentleman. 

John Farquhar Munro was unique in 
many ways and not least in that he was 
lauded by so many while he was still with 
us, surely a telling measure of the respect 
which he had earned over the years. JF 
will be remembered as one who always 

Ailean Caimbeul  (Allan Campbell ) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

0800 345 7963

bt.com/favourite 

Call today and join the thousands of 
businesses that choose us each month.

Mull Lines

ANTICIPATED private invest-
ment of around £125m and a 
potential 1,000 jobs are forecast 
to come into the Oban and Lorn 
area, following approval of a loan 
to Argyll and Bute Council.

The local authority has been 
successful in applying for £18.9m 
from the Scottish Government’s 
Tax Incremental Finance (TIF) 
scheme.

Under the scheme, the council 
must now use the investment 
to develop economic growth 
and sustainability, attracting 
businesses to the area and 
repaying the loan through the 
resulting business rates boost 
over the next 25 years.

The council’s plan to kick-
start this business boom is 
the Lorn Arc, a development 
encompassing an area including 
Oban, Dunstaffnage, Dunbeg, 

A WEST Highland businessman 
is urging the region’s consumers 
to get tough with companies 
charging over the odds for 
delivery of goods.

John Cuthbertson ordered an 
avalanche probe by phone from 
a Sussex-based winter sports 
equipment company for £25 
and agreed to pay a £5 delivery 
charge.

But the sales assistant then told 
him a mistake had been made 
and it would cost £18 to send the 

THE Royal National Lifeboat Institution’s annual nationwide 
fundraising day, SOS Day on January 31, was greeted with 
much head-scratching in Tobermory as teams competed in a 
pub quiz. Held at the Mishnish Hotel on Friday night, £150 was 
raised to support to the local lifeboat station. Each quiz team 
was able to choose a member of the RNLI crew to assist them 
- with some teams being luckier in their choices than others.

teams, said: ‘It was great to see so many people turn out, 
despite the terrible weather. All of us at the lifeboat station are 
very grateful to everyone for their kind support and generosity.’

AN TOBAR, the Tobermory arts centre, played host to a group 
of art students from Edinburgh, many of who had never visited 
Mull before.

The 16 students, whose ages ranged from 21 to 25, are all 
studying for a BA in Intermedia Art at the Edinburgh College 
of Arts. They spent a week on the island, exploring areas such 
as Treshnish and Sgriob-ruadh Farm, as well as running a 
workshop for second year pupils at Tobermory High School. 

Student Jenny Salmean said: ‘Quite a few of us had never 
been this far north before and almost no-one had been to Mull. 
We found a very diverse community. In Edinburgh, people 
seem to live in their own bubbles but it’s not at all like that 
here.’

Unsurprisingly for these city-based young people, they drew 
particular inspiration from their surroundings. Student Oscar 
Laughridge was particularly enthused about the quality of 
Mull’s light. ‘Each morning we’ve walked to An Tobar from our 

beautiful. As an inner city resident, our stay here has been like 
a retreat and it has excited me to create work.’

The students’ residency culminated in an exhibition and 
performance at An Tobar which was well attended by islanders.

Calum Hall from An Tobar said: ‘The residency and exhibi-
tion on Mull offered the students a chance to experiment, to 

importantly, it allowed them to take risks with their art.’

ULVA Primary School hosted 
24 people for a Burns lunch on 
January 23.

The scrumptious menu 
included cock-a-leekie soup, 
Isle of Mull Haggis, neeps 
and tatties and Granny Carol’s 
clootie dumpling and custard.

The children played Scottish 
Pass the Parcel, with some 
hilarious forfeits, including a 

Pupils then entertained with 

A FILM screening of the 

helped to raise £125 for otter 
conservation on the island.

The event was hosted by 
Mull Otter Group (MOG) at 
the Isle of Mull Hotel and Spa 
in Craignure.

The group’s youngest 
members, brothers Robert 
(10) and Thomas (8), from  
Tobermory, were among 30 

based on the novel by Henry 
Williamson. 

The occasion also marked 

Otter Watching on the Isle of 
Mull, aimed at encouraging 
greater responsibility when 
searching for and watching 
otters on the island. 

Written by local ecologist, 

be available at tourism outlets 
throughout the island. Mull 
Otter Group is keen to hear 
from any hotels and guest 
houses that would like to 

Teenager’s recipe 
for success
A FORT William teenager 

of a cooking competition after 
winning the district stage. 

prize out of eight contestants in 
the West of Scotland category 
of the Young Chef competition 
which is run by Rotary Great 
Britain and Ireland. 

The 16-year-old impressed 
judges at South Lanarkshire 
College in East Kilbride with 
her menu of smoked Loch 
Linnhe mussels to start, pan 
roast breast of duck with spring 
onion sarladaise pak choi and 

with a dessert of pineapple tart 
tatin with home made coconut 
ice cream and chilli syrup. 

This is the third year Paulina 
has competed in the contest, 
coming runner up in Lochaber 
in previous years. 

She said: ‘I was happy to win 
but I’m nervous. 

‘I’ve never got this far 
before so I don’t know what it’s 
going to be like, that’s why I’m 
nervous.’

at Lochaber High School, will 
now go on to compete against 
others from Scotland and North 

Glasgow on March 15.

TOURISM and hospitality 
specialists will visit Portree to offer 
businesses advice on making the 
most of visitors to Scotland. 

The presentation will cover topics 
such as funding and trading for new 
and established companies in light 
of the high level of tourism expected 
in Scotland this year.

Specialists from business advisors 

Johnston Carmichael and associate 
company Johnston Carmichael 
Wealth will host the event at Aros 
Visitor Centre on February 11. 

George MacLennan, managing 
partner at Johnston Carmichael, 
said: ‘Companies all across Scotland 
will feel the impact of major events 
this year such as the Commonwealth 
Games, the Ryder Cup and the 

2014 Homecoming celebration.  It 
is important that owners have their 
businesses in order and are prepared 
to make the most of these types of 
opportunities.’

To book a place at the 6pm 
presentation and the preceding 
business surgeries from 1pm to 4pm 
call 01463 769200 or email helen.
apps@jcca.co.uk.

Islay youngsters 
debate 
independence
YOUNG people on the Isle of 
Islay will present their own 
arguments for and against 
Scottish independence at a 
debate in Port Ellen.

The  debate, which will be 
held in the Cybercafe from 7pm 
next Monday, will feature two 
youngsters and one adult on 
each side of the debate.

Tucking into some cock-a-leekie soup at Ulva’s Burns lunch. 
a rendition of ‘Donald where’s 
your troosers?’, as well as 
dancing, poems and riddles. 
They also performed their 
own dance routine called Ulva 
Strictly. 

The boys and girls then gave 
a Toast to the Lassies and the 
Reply to the Laddies.

As with tradition, the lunch 
was brought to a close with 
everyone singing Auld Lang 
Syne.

Mull Otter Group’s two 
youngest members with MOG 

chairwoman Jane Stevens. 

Please contact Jane Stevens 
on 07710 408814 to arrange 

be dropped off at your 
establishment.

Mull Otter Group would 
like to thank Marie Fox and 
Andy Oldacre of Isle of Mull 
Bird Club for organising the 
screening of ‘Tarka the Otter’ 
and the Isle of Mull Hotel and 
Spa for kindly providing a 
meeting room free of charge 
for this event.

North Connel and Barcaldine. 
It will look to exploit growth in 
marine science, marine tourism, 
aquaculture and renewable 
energy.

Council leader, Councillor Dick 
Walsh, said: ‘This is fantastic 
news, both for the people of 
Oban and the surrounding area, 
as well as the people of Argyll 
and Bute as a whole. Our Single 
Outcome Agreement states that 
the key to the future of Argyll 
and Bute is to encourage and 
enable sustainable economic 
growth by seeking investment 
from government and private 
sector sources, and that’s exactly 
what we’ve done here.

strength of our initial bid, 
however, we were up against 
some strong opposition. This 
approval by the Scottish 

Government is an indication of 
the robustness of our plans and 
the professionalism and expertise 
of our staff who developed the 
business case for the Lorn Arc 
project. I would also like to thank 
our partners in both the public 
and private sectors, particularly 
those at Scottish Futures Trust, 
who threw their support behind 
the TIF bid. They see, as we 
do, that the key to sustainable 
economic growth is investment 
in vital infrastructure.

‘The project has the potential 
to create more than 1,000 jobs 
and bring huge private sector 
investment to the Oban area in 
the years to come. The area has 

potential and we would hope 
that, with this investment, and 
the private sector investment we 
will be able to lever in, we can 

unlock this potential and grow 
Oban’s reputation on the world 
stage as a place to live, work and 
visit.’

fund will be spent over the next 
six years, starting this autumn 
with a £2.75m project to improve 
Dunbeg’s Lorn Road/Kirk Road 
area, to allow better access to the 
Scottish Association for Marine 
Science and European Marine 
Science Park.

Beyond that the council aims to 
begin work on the roundabout at 
the Halfway Filling Station and 
the Dunbeg development road.

A total of £8m has been 
allocated to the Oban South 
development zone, for industrial 
use; the North Pier, with a link 
in to the CHORD project; the 
Barcaldine business space built 
around marine tourism; and 

John Cuthbertson: furious at delivery charge. 20_f06charge01

parcel because the Highlands 
and islands was in a dearer 
delivery zone.

An irate Mr Cuthbertson, 73, 
said he would source the kit 
locally and cancelled the order.

down and agreed to refund the 
£13 difference and apply the £5 
charge as initially agreed.

Mr Cuthbertson, who runs the 
Snowgoose Mountain Centre at 
Corpach, is urging others to take 
a similar approach.

He told The Oban Times: ‘As 
soon as I said you can stuff your 
order and I would go somewhere 
else they changed their mind. 

‘That’s what we should all do 
- everybody in the Highlands 
should say if you are going to 
charge me extra I don’t want 
your order. Charging £18 for a 
£25 item is just ridiculous. It 
should cost the same to send an 
order to any part of the country. 
It is just a scam.’ He added: ‘The 
probe only weighs 300 grammes 

- I sent a much heavier package 
of clothing out to my son in New 
Zealand and that only cost me 
£10.’

The row is the latest in a 
long line of complaints from 
Highlands and islands consumers 
about unfair or misleading 
delivery fees. A campaign led 
by Ballachulish woman Jacky 
Cooper to highlight the issue 
has gathered more than 23,000 
supporters on Facebook since 
being launched on January 5.

Portree gears up for visitor influx

Paulina Szumko competed 
against youths from across the 
West of Scotland for the Young 

Chef award. 

access improvements and the 
creation of a new business park 
around Oban Airport. 

Depute First Minister Nicola 
Sturgeon MSP said: ‘The Argyll 
and Bute TIF will allow major 
construction developments 
across the area over the 

development and regeneration. 
‘It will allow Argyll and Bute 

to maintain and grow a number 
of industries and sectors such as 
renewable energy, aquaculture 
and marine tourism.’

Argyll and Bute Council was 
one of only three successful TIF 
bids, along with projects in Fife 
and Falkirk/Grangemouth. 

Argyll and Bute Council will be 
appointing a special project team 
to oversee the implementation of 
the Lorn Arc project.

The site for the new Dunbeg roundabout which would be part of the Lorn ARC.

Loan brings hope for 
jobs and investment 

Businessman urges consumers to get tough with 
companies charging over the odds for delivery
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Thousands

Lifeboat             
helps get Mull
patient to Oban 
hospital
FOR 

Man denies 
domestic violence

Oban and Lorn Lions Club handed over a cheque for £700, 
raised at its Old New Year’s Night Ceilidh, to Children’s 

Hospice Association Scotland (CHAS) fundraising officer 
Alison Rennie. The handover presentation was made by, from 
left, club president Bill Coutts, ceilidh organiser Alex Milligan 

and club secretary John Lloyd. 

Oban High School pupils enjoyed a performance from the 
Black Watch Pipe Band when it visited the town on Thursday, 

part of a tour of the west coast. 15_t04blackwatch1

Left: Christine MacKillop 
with her  painting ‘Winter’ 

which won her first place in 
Oban Art Society’s supper 

party competition. Members 
and friends enjoyed a night 
of food and chat in the Lorn 
Resource Centre on Friday 
January 31, with music by 
Philip Coyle and friends.

Members of Oban’s Park Primary School Gymnastics Squad 
have been in a spin since receiving a grant to buy new 

leotards. The club was presented with a donation from Argyll 
Beats Cardiovascular Disease to update their training and 

performance kits. 

Lorn Lines

Pupils of Oban Strings showed off their new instruments, with 
David McMillan from Scottish Sea Farms and instructor Hazel 

Clark. 

Ruaraidh Neish with his auction lot, which included the Oban Parish Church Centre sandstone. 16_t06neish01

Bid to 
cash in 
on legend 
claims

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Date set for £400,000 
Oban bridge work 
after three-year wait

The Oban Times

Big sellers

Oban police probe spate of 
spraypainting across town

King Arthur and Merlin could 
boost Argyll tourism market
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A CENTENARIAN, who 
witnessed an early demonstration 
of the television by John Logie 
Baird, has celebrated his 100th 
birthday in style at the Oban Bay 
Hotel.

Former mathematics teacher 
Willie Taylor was the centre 
of attention at his birthday 
celebration last Friday, when 
he received a presentation from 
the RAF and Deputy Lord 
Lieutenant Andrew Campbell.

Oban High School pipers 
welcomed guests to the party 

school played an arrangement of 
wartime music.

Since witnessing Baird’s 
ground-breaking demonstration 
as a 10-year-old in Troon, 
Willie has been fascinated by 
technology and has a host of 
modern gadgets in his Ganavan 
home.

In 1930 he bought a crystal 
radio receiver for £1 and was able 
to listen to the BBC Services both 
at home and overseas. It was in 
1933 he recalls the introduction 
of Atomic Theory when he was 
at Glasgow University.

With the advent of World War 
II the RAF called in all HAMS 
radio operators to operation 
stations. Willie volunteered 
for signals work and was 

elite band of 17 men. 

wireless mechanics and our 

signals and prevent the German 
bombers hitting their intended 
locations,’ said Willie. ‘It was 
very top secret at the time and 
we were called into action after 
the devastating bombing of 
Coventry in 1940.’

During the war, radar developed 
and in 1942 Willie’s role moved 
on to being a wireless mechanic 

After the war he went back to 
teaching and ran a school for 

FUNERAL processions at an 
Oban church are sometimes 

a busy street as inconsiderate 
motorists move parking cones to 
reserve spaces.

In one case, a procession at the 
Oban Congregational Church, 
on Tweeddale Street, has had 
to carry the deceased most 
of the way down the street as 
commuters ignored the cones 

spaces for church occasions.
Reverend Ken Hunter said 

those who moved the cones 
had no consideration and asked 
people to bear in mind why they 
are put out.

He was speaking after Oban 
Community Council urged 

PUPILS at Inverlochy Primary School held a 
showcase for parents to display their work on 
the history of Scotland. 

Each class set up a presentation table 

showing facts about Nessie, Robert Burns, 
and historical places while pictures of 
Scottish landscapes and tissue paper tartan 
covered the walls.

YOUNG people being cared for 
by Argyll and Bute Council are 
being asked for their views on 
how to improve the service.

The new Corporate Parenting 
board includes young people 

from the council’s children and 
families service and representa-
tives from other local and na-
tional agencies who are involved 
with the care of children.

It is hoped the approach will 
lead to a more inclusive and 

WEST
among those across Scotland 
being given the chance to refresh 
their basic safety knowledge.

on seafood, has extended an 

free basic safety training courses 
until March 31.

The safety training courses 

AN ABERFELDY hotel has 
been ordered to pay a former 
receptionist more than £14,000 
after sacking her for becoming 
pregnant.

Highland Welcome Hotels Ltd, 
which owns the Breadalbane 
Arms in the town, was ordered 
to make the payment to Alicia 
Crispo at a hearing in Dundee 
last week.

Ms Crispo, of Bank Street, 

Oban taxi
drivers reassured 
over number          
of stances
TAXI drivers have been 
reassured that the number 
of stances in the town won’t 
be reduced to four after a 
misunderstanding over the 

Oban community councillor 
Sean MacIntyre said some 
drivers were worried about the 
possibility after a consultation 
meeting last month, but 

Houston said four options were 
being considered for the layout 
of the taxi rank, rather than four 
spaces, with different layouts 
being considered. She said: ‘The 
best of each of the options will 
be amalgamated into one plan.’

Kate MacLennan has retired after 34 years’ service in Invernevis House - 29 years of those on 
nightshift. Kate, fourth right, standing, is pictured with staff and residents at the Highland Council-
run care home in Fort William after she was presented with gifts and flowers. Kate, who will attend 
a leaving night with the staff at a later date, is to keep her ties with the residents as she is to take up 

a voluntary position. 

Helpline calls    
help children
FIGURES released last week 

social work services or police 
in the Highlands following calls 
by adults concerned about a 
child to the NSPCC helpline in 
2012-13.

the previous year.
The NSPCC’s Matt Ford said: 

‘Without the willingness of 
friends, families and com-
munities to take action, children 
affected by abuse and neglect 

they deserve.’

Three drivers pay 
price for speeding
THREE motorists were given 

speeding on the same stretch of 
road outside Fort William. 

Lindsey Kelly of 11 Caithness 
Place, Fort William admitted 

Corner, a 30mph section of the 
A82 on October 18 last year. 

On October 26, George 
Rodger of Telford House, 
Camaghael, Fort William and 
Angus MacGilvary of 4 Burn-
side, Strontian were clocked at 

at the same location.
All three admitted the charge. 

Justice of the Peace John 
Hutchison last week issued 

Rodger and MacGilvary at Fort 
William JP court.

Fort bus driver 
fined for speeding
A FORT William man was last 

penalty points for speeding in 
his bus on the A82. 

David Hynd, of 10 Blar Mhor 
Road was caught on a speed 
camera driving at 60mph in a 

at a previous hearing at Fort 
William JP Court. 

Inverlochy pupils made their own tartan as part of a Scottish history project. Back: Matthew Brown and Lily Irving, both P2. Front: 
James Clark P1, Karolina Bertelse P1 and Millie Fletcher P2. 20_f06inverlochy01

Willie with the ladies who organised his 100th birthday party, 
from left: Elaine Trigg, Ruth Spark (seated), Lisa Robinson, Alison 

McNab and Nina Robertson. 16_t06birthday01

the deaf in Ayrshire. He met 
and married his wife Miriam 
during the war and they retired 
to Appin, where they indulged 
their love of gardening; Willie 
became president of the Scottish 
Wildlife Trust in Appin and 
looked after the gardens at Loch 
Creran. 

Finally, the Taylors moved to 

there until Miriam passed away. 
Willie claims that the key to 

long life is keeping your brain 
active and keeping as mobile as 
possible.

On becoming 100 years of 

Amazing 
tale behind 
centenarian’s  
lifelong love 
of technology

age, he said: ‘I don’t feel any 
different.’ 

A collection in lieu of presents 
for Willie raised £600 for the 
Royal British Legion Scotland. 

Although he had no children 
of his own, Willie passed on his 
enthusiasm for technology to his 
great-nephew, Adrian Criddle, 
who works for Intel and travelled 
from Reading for the landmark 
birthday celebration.

Meanwhile RAF Leuchars has 
extended a VIP invitation for 
Willie to see the new Typhoon. 
He is looking forward to his 
visit.

all service users the best chance 
in life.

-
ing of the new board, the lead 
councillor for children and fami-
lies, Mary Jean Devon, said: ‘We 
want to make sure that all Argyll 
and Bute’s young people have 
the best possible chances in life. 

Priorities
‘A vital part of this process is 

asking young people themselves 
what their priorities are, and the 

meeting gave them the chance to 
have their say. 

At the meeting issues were 

everyday things, but nonetheless 
important things – such as ac-
cess to the internet at children’s 
units, access to leisure facilities 
and driving lessons. 

‘Vitally, the meeting agreed 
the board needs to challenge 
attitudes and discrimination as-
sociated with young people who 
are looked after and how we can 

support some vulnerable young 
people into adulthood.’ Also on 
the board are Argyll and Bute 
Council’s children’s champions, 
councillors Elaine Robertson, 
Maurice Corry, John McAlpine 
and Bruce Marshall, who are 
committed to ensuring vulner-
able children and young people 
get the best possible service in 
their own communities.

The corporate parenting board’s 
main aims include listening to 
and consulting with looked-after 

children and young people in 
Argyll and Bute and ensuring 
that their needs are taken into 
account when developing and 
improving council services.

Setting up the board is a key 
part of Argyll and Bute Coun-
cil’s integrated children’s service 
plan which is designed to ensure 
that all children’s needs are met 
and that looked-after children 
and young people leaving care 
have access to the best possible 
opportunities.

awareness and sea survival. 

once, usually at the beginning of 
their career, with the exception 
of safety awareness which is 

Lachie Paterson, training 

approved training provider, said: 
‘Fishermen should grab this 
opportunity of free refresher 
training with both hands. 

themselves and their crew 
mates to be up to speed 
about their safety at sea.’
Derek Cardno, marine 

Fishermen’s Federation, said: 
‘We are committed to making 
our industry safer through more 
training and we encourage 

free refresher training before the 
deadline. 

about how they have used what 

situations and we fully support 

awareness of safety at sea.’
Anyone interested in attending 
the basic safety training courses 

Approved Training Provider or 

action on the problem, which 
has been ongoing now for two 
years.

Speaking to The Oban Times,
Rev Hunter said: ‘If there’s a 
funeral or a wedding - especially 
a funeral - we put out cones to 
prevent people parking there.  

their car.
Street

down the street before. 
‘It’s not so bad for weddings, 

but for a funeral, the hearse 
really should be as close to the 

consideration.’
At Oban Community Council, 

Argyll and Bute councillor 

Louise Glen Lee said: ‘When the 
church puts cones out, people 
disregard them and move them 
- on the day of a funeral. There 
is a situation where people can 
be marching down the street 

inappropriate for a funeral.
‘It’s a complete lack of respect 

and there should be a space 
reserved for funerals.’

Complicating matters, a 
parking bay for ambulances was 
mistakenly reinstated the last 
time the lines were repainted by 

use of the church’s neighbouring 
building. 

Members suggested a new 
designation or even double-
yellow lines to resolve the 

problem, but constable Andy 
MacDougall said towing 
vehicles after cones have been 
moved would prove legally 

are metered.
Councillor Roddy McCuish 

said: ‘Can I advise community 
councillors write to the council 
and ask for the designation of the 
parking to be changed?’

Community councillor George 
Berry suggested echoing 
Highland Council’s approach, 
putting out boards advising of 

reserve spaces.
Mr Hunter said he wouldn’t 

be keen on that idea though, 
saying: ‘I’m not sure that would 
be appropriate.’

Kate calls time on 34 years at Invernevis

Aberfeldy, was employed by the 
company in August 31, 2012, 
and understood she was being 
paid minimum wage of £6.08 
per hour.  

She was not advised the 
management reserved the right 

She went off ill on October 24 
of that year, but her doctor said 

light duties and not work past 

unacceptable and signed her 
off for another week - during 
which she discovered she was 
pregnant.

She tried to return from her 
sick line after it expired on 
November 13, but she was told 
she was not allowed to return 
as the rotas had been done.  She 
was later told there were no 
hours for her and, believing she 

had been dismissed because she 
was pregnant, lodged a claim 
against the hotel.

While the hotel did offer to 
reinstate her at the terms and 
conditions she signed on with, 
she continued with the claim. 
Judge Ian McFatridge said there 
was evidence she was sacked 
because she was pregnant 
and was therefore unlawfully 
discriminated against.

Hotel ordered to pay former worker £14,000

Oban church funeral parking 
problems spark action call

Pupils showcase 
history work

Fishermen get chance to refresh safety training

Cared for young people to be asked for views

Stay 
FOCUSED
We are...
FOCUSED on Service
FOCUSED on Quality Fuels
FOCUSED on Reliability
FOCUSED on Fairness
FOCUSED on Price
FOCUSED on YOU

Established and Trading within Argyll since 1903 – 110 years serving the community

No sales gimmicks 
or promotions  

just fair pricing 
every week 

year in year out

Kinloch Road, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6EG

Tel: (01586) 552020 (24hrs)
Email: sales@dmcnairshipping.com

Competitively Priced Fuel throughout Argyll, serving YOU, when you need us

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes
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THE ROYAL National Mòd in 
Fort William was hailed as a 
stunning success in 2007 - now a 
rallying call has gone out to help 
make the showpiece even better 
when it returns to the town.

Meur Lochabair, the local 
branch of Mòd organisers An 
Comunn Gàidhleachd, will 
host the eight-day celebration of 
Gaelic music and culture from 
October 13-20, 2017.

Although the event is three 
years away, it is hoped a public 
meeting in Caol Community 
Centre next month will produce 
the team of local volunteers 
needed to ensure the Mòd runs 
smoothly at grass-roots level.

Meur Lochabair vice-chair-
man Ronald Cameron said at 
this early stage four committees 
were envisaged to co-ordinate 
fundraising, fringe events, ven-
ues and transport of competitors 
between venues.

And he urged anyone with an 
interest in helping out to attend 
the meeting on March 12, which 
opens at 7.30pm.

He told The Oban Times: ‘This 
meeting is critical. We need as 
many people as possible. We 
have three or four committees 
to set up, each with its own tasks 
and targets. It would great to 

MEUR Loch Abair, the local 
Mòd committee of An Comunn 
Gaidhealach, are holding a 
fundraising ceilidh in the West 
End Hotel in Fort William on 
Saturday to showcase local 
talent from the recent Royal 
National Mod in Paisley  

Gold Medal winner Robert 

A FORT William man verbally 
abused his mother and 

day drug and alcohol binge.
Liam Johnstone of Lochy 

Villa, Alma Road, admitted 
behaving in a threatening and 
abusive manner to the women on 
November 27 last year.

Procurator Fiscal Laura Ryan 
told Fort William JP Court the 
22-year-old was living with his 
grandmother when he shouted 
and swore at her. Concerned 
about her grandson’s behaviour, 
the woman phoned Johnstone’s 
mother who poured his alcohol 
down the sink.

Ms Ryan said: ‘He was 
described as just going mental 

Scots pine chosen 
as national tree   
of Scotland
THE SCOTS pine has been 
chosen by the people as the 
national tree of Scotland. 
A recent three-month consulta-
tion to choose a national tree 
found that the Scots pine was 
the clear favourite, with more 
than 52 per cent (2,374) of all 
responses opting for the tree.

The second favourite tree, 
the rowan, received 15 per cent 
(687) of the responses and in 
third place came the holly with 
seven per cent (333). 

Young people to 
decide who gets 
new grants
YOUNG people in Argyll 
and Bute will have a say on 
how money is spent in their 
communities after the formation 
of an Argyll and Bute Council 
initiative, YouthBank.

The scheme provides small 
grants to fund young people’s 
good ideas and will start off in 
North Argyll, Mid Argyll, Bute 
and Helensburgh and Lomond, 
before eventually being rolled 
out to other areas.

It will see groups of young 
people, supported by the 
council’s youth services team, 
awarding grant applications 
of up to £250 for other young 
people in their area.

Historic Tigh an 
Truish inn for sale
AN HISTORIC inn situated 
next to Clachan Bridge, the 
bridge over the Atlantic, has 
been put up for sale.

The 18th century Tigh an 
Truish, on the Isle of Seil, south 
of Oban, is on the market for 
offers over £375,000.

The Grade C-listed building, 
which has a popular pub and 
restaurant, has been owned by 
the same family for 35 years.

Tigh an Truish, meaning 
‘House of the trousers’, takes its 
name from the period after the 
1745 Jacobite rebellion when 
kilts were banned. 

Islanders heading for the 
mainland - then without the 

supposed to have stopped there 
to swap their kilts for trousers.

A CONTROVERSIAL proposal 

Loch Etive was unanimously 
approved by councillors last 
week, despite overwhelming 
local opposition.

However, the project hasn’t 
entirely been given the green 

strike an agreement with Crown 
Estates for the permanent 
removal of two considerably 
smaller farms on the loch, at 
Inverawe West (Etive 1) and 
Ardchattan Bay (Etive 5).

An agreement must be reached 
within four months - or another 
agreed timescale - before any 
development can proceed. It 
also requires permission from 
Marine Scotland.

But there was anger at the 
decision of the council’s 
planning committee, with many 
of the objectors claiming the 
decision was made before the 
six-hour local hearing at Oban’s 
Corran Halls took place last 
Wednesday.

Margaret Adams, convener 
of Ardchattan Community 
Council, whose members were 
amongst the most pro-active 
campaigners against the 
proposal, said: ‘I commented to 
the others at the lunch break it 
was a done deal. The whole thing 
was predetermined before we 
got through the door. I honestly 
believe that.

‘I can’t believe you can sit 
there for six hours and still feel it 
was a waste of time. The system 
needs looked at.’

Dawnfresh’s chairman, Alastair 
Salvesen, was ‘absolutely 
delighted’ at the outcome, after 
persuading councillors of the 
merits of his application.

He said he expected to conclude 
the details of the agreement - a 
Section 75 planning obligation 
- with Crown Estates this week.

He told The Oban Times: ‘I’m 
very pleased.  [Removing the two 
other farms] is not something I 
was intending, but it is the case.’

Asked how long it would take 

OBAN and Lorn’s economy is 
set for a boost when Dawnfresh 
starts construction on its new 

company.
Director Andrew Cooksey said 

he was happy at the decision 
of Argyll and Bute Council’s 
planning committee not just for 
his company, but for the area.

He said: ‘I think we put forward 

CAMPAIGNERS who have 
fought against Dawnfresh’s 

two years on Loch Etive say the 

The company, which lost 
more than £5million in the last 

new farm on Loch Etive to keep 
up with demand and make it 

build 14 x 100m cages at Sailean 
Ruadh in September 2012, 
saying at the time they needed 

viable.
However, huge public outcry 

over the application saw 
Dawnfresh withdraw that plan 

Friends of Loch Etive’s artistic impression of how it thinks the new Dawnfresh fish farm will look once it is in place at Sailean Ruadh. 

Dawnfresh chairman Alastair Salvesen CBE said the approval of a 10-cage fish farm on Loch Etive 
was ‘very good news’. 07_t06salvesen2

to reach agreement with Crown 
Estates, he said: ‘Within a few 
days.’

The committee heard that, 
of 700 who had submitted 

85 per cent from the local area 
were opposed to the 15.5 hectare 
rainbow trout farm, comprising 
10 x 80m cages and an as-yet-

Among the seven objectors 
speaking against the proposal was 
Niall Urquhart, chief executive 
of Stramash social enterprise, 
which uses the outdoors to 
educate and inform local youths 
about the environment.

He told the planning committee: 
‘As elected members, you are 
elected to represent the views 

before you now show that the 
local community has spoken in 
strength against this application. 
Your responsibility is not to the 
applicant.’

Stramash generated £1.3million 
for the local area and forecasts 
another £1.5million over the next 
two years - as opposed to the 
£600,000 per annum Dawnfresh 
contributes, he added.

Other objectors to speak at the 
meeting included lawyer Guy 
Linley-Adams, on behalf of the 
Friends of Loch Etive; Jamie 
Troughton, who owns the lease 
for the Etive 5 farm, sub let to 
Dawnfresh; and Brigadier John 
MacFarlane, Taynuilt.

committee’s decision, chairman 
Councillor David Kinniburgh 
said: ‘This isn’t permission to 
start, the Section 75 agreement 
is a requirement. If this isn’t 
agreed within four months 
then the application should be 
refused.’

Adding that he and the 

the reasons for the planners’ 
recommendation for approval 

‘I’ve not heard anything else 
that would make me think 
otherwise.’

Teenager admits 
threatening 
behaviour towards 
pensioner
A CAOL teenager told a 
pensioner he would cut his 
16-year-old grandson’s head off 
‘and hang it from a lamppost’. 

Francis Sweeney, of 13 
MacKay Crescent, admitted 
behaving in a threatening and  
abusive manner towards Finlay 
MacIsaac, 74, on October 19 
last year.

Procurator Fiscal Laura Ryan 
told Fort William JP Court the 
18-year-old said he was going 
to ‘hammer’ Mr MacIsaac’s 
grandson.

Sweeney, representing 

alcohol and had been taking 
other stuff. I had recently lost 
a family member and was 
completely off the rails. I have 
no excuse for my actions.’ 

The apprentice plumber also 
pled guilty to charges of strug-
gling with and behaving in a 
threatening and abusive manner 

the same night. 
JP John Hutchison deferred 

sentencing for 12 months for 
good behaviour. 

He said: ‘This does not mean 
you have got off. That puts quite 
a bit of pressure on you to toe 
the line.’

- only to replace it last June with 
the smaller, 10-cage proposal.

That too drew huge public 
criticism, with the Friends of 
Loch Etive group and Ardchattan 
Community Council leading the 
campaign against it.

Taynuilt Community Council 
backed the proposal, having 
taken a decision behind closed 
doors after a public meeting 
where opinion was divided.

Wednesday’s verdict by the 
planning committee is not 
the last hurdle to Dawnfresh 

but it sees securing a licence 
from Marine Scotland and a 
Section 75 agreement with 
Crown Estates as a formality.

Guy Linley-Adams, who 
led the Friends of Loch Etive 
campaign, disagrees. 

He said: ‘Obviously, I’m 
extremely disappointed with 
today’s decision.  The planners 
have put the interests of a single 
business ahead of a community 
that is dependant on tourism and 
the preservation of the natural 
environment.

‘We still don’t believe the 
Section 75 agreement is 
necessarily in the bag and we’d 
question how binding it is.’

His query centres on the 
lease for Etive 5 from Crown 
Estates, which is owned by 
Ardchattan Priory and sub-let to 
Dawnfresh. 

This deal expires in 2017 and 
Argyll and Bute Council has 
said the Dawnfresh farm on the 
site can continue to operate until 
then if the terms of the Section 
75 are agreed.

Furthermore, Section 75 
agreements are traditionally 
used for land-based development 
when a landowner is subject to 
its demands. As Crown Estates 
is responsible for all marine 
territory, it is not yet known if 
such an agreement is binding 
long-term or just with the current 
lease-holder.

‘Reticent’
Crown Estates said it is 

‘reticent’ to sign the deal, but has 
not ruled it out.

Mr Linley-Adams said: ‘That 
site has permanent permission 

don’t know is, if in 2017 when 
Dawnfresh leave the site, can 
Marine Harvest come in and 
say they want to set up and not 
violate the Section 75?’

He added: ‘It’s not quite over 
yet.’

Meur Lochabair chairman Ronald Cameron: aiming to make the 
2017 Royal National Mòd in Fort William the best yet. 20_f06mod01

have around 20 people involved 
After the success of the National 
Mòd in Fort William in 2007 we 
have a huge challenge ahead of 
us.

‘The last thing we want is for 
people to say it was a reasonable 
Mòd and it wasn’t as good as the 
last one here.’

‘We have a lot of money raised 
from 2007, around £20,000, 
which will get us off to a good 
start. But we still have a sig-

ahead of us.
‘I think our target will be 

£60,000, hopefully with some 
funding from Highland Council, 
but we don’t underestimate the 
nature of the challenge.’

He added: ‘The Royal National 
Mòd is a huge event and will 
bring millions of pounds into 
Lochaber. It offers huge busi-
ness opportunities in addition to 
the cultural experience. 

‘There is not a lot happening in 
October so it will extend season 
for the tourism industry and pro-
vide a major economic boost.’

‘The 2007 Lochaber Mòd was 
a major success and we want this 
one to be even better. ‘But we 
really need to plan this - it is not 
something one or two people can 
do on their own.’

and was throwing his arms 
about.’ 

Defending, Stephen Kennedy 
said: ‘We are dealing with a 
young man who since school 
has had a chronic alcohol and 
substance problem. He had 
consumed a quantity of drugs 
and had been consuming alcohol 

Mr Kennedy said Johnstone 
had ‘completely lost motivation 
in life’ but was now taking steps 
to deal with his problem.

JP John Hutchison told 
Johnstone to write a letter of 
apology to the women and 
deferred sentencing until 
February 26 for a social enquiry 
report. 

a well-researched plan. It’s taken 
three years to get to this point and 
we’re keen to work with the local 
community. I think it’s a good 
move for employment in Argyll 

the moment, marketing the Loch 
Etive brand, but this decision 
will give us the opportunity to 
make a bigger impact and to go 
to other parts of the world.’

farm, while local sub-contractors 
would see an increase in business 
as the company’s output from 
Etive increases. 

meeting that the company has 
future plans for the loch too as it 
aims to grow its brand in future 
years.

Newsdesks 
01631 568000 
01397 703003

Councillors unanimously approve project 
despite overwhelming local oppositon

Man verbally abused his 
mother and grandmother

Robertson will be among the 
star performers taking the stage 
on the night.

The evening, which starts at 
7pm, will also feature a dance 
band, Hugh MacCallum and 

and all the usual attractions. £5 
for adults. Children free.

Talent on show at fundraising ceilidh

Fort national 

Supported by The Friends of Scottish Opera

Touring Scotland 25 February to 5 April 2014

For more information and to book 
online go to scottishopera.org.uk

Registered in Scotland Number SCO37531  
Scottish Charity Number SCO19787

Registered Office: 39 Elmbank Crescent, Glasgow G2 4PT

Thursday 27 February, 7.30pm
Craignish Village Hall, Ardfern
Tickets from: Diane Steele
Tel: 01852 500 746

Tuesday 4 March, 7.30pm
Ballachulish Village Hall
Tickets from: Ballachulish Tourist 
Information Centre PH49 4JB
Tel: 01855 811 866

Opera
Highlights
Four singers and a pianist – 
coming to a venue near you

Scottish Opera
is core funded by
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IONA’S new head teacher 
says she is honoured to have 
taken up the post and that she 
has been overwhelmed by the 
support of the local community.

Katharine Elwis, aged 47, was 
appointed as permanent head 
teacher at the end of January 
having covered the post on 
a temporary basis since the 
retirement of the previous head, 
Liz Kennedy. 

‘It’s an honour to have time 
on this very special island,’ said 
Katharine. ‘I feel extremely 
lucky to have this opportunity 
to work at the heart of the 
community with the island’s 
youngsters.’

The tiny island primary school 
currently has 14 children with a 
further three in the pre-school 

Katharine Elwis with her new pupils. 

IONA
unit. Katharine says that the 
school roll is rising and will 
reach 20 by 2015.

After achieving a Bachelor 
of Education degree from 
Cambridge University, 
Katharine has had a diverse 
career, working as a farmer on 
Mount Snowdon in Wales and 
as a stand up comedian and a 
theatre producer in London. 
In the latter role, she worked 
with comedians such as Willie 
Rushton, Barry Cryer, Jon 
Pertwee and Michael Bentine. 

Katharine says that her 
previous life in comedy helps 
her as a teacher: ‘If I can face a 
packed audience in the Comedy 
Store in Leicester Square, I feel 
that I can face anything.’

And as the school grows, the 

new head teacher has a vision 
to match.

‘My ambition is to create a 
large open plan classroom to 
provide a 21st century teaching 
space,’ she said.

Katharine is supported by 
four staff: Alison McKenzie, 
who leads the Pre-5 unit, 
Fraser McKenzie who doubles 
as a clerical assistant and 
classroom assistant, Linda 
Devlin, a supply teacher who 
teaches French and Gaelic, and 
Alex Cameron, who provides 
additional support needs.

Iona’s new head teacher 
says the support of the island 
community has been invaluable 

in what so far has been a 

with storms causing power cuts 
and loss of water. 

‘We had no power for 
two days in December and 
I happened to mention to 
someone that I had no hot water. 

‘Later I went back to the 

a large thermos of hot water on 
the kitchen table. 

‘That for me sums up the 
helpfulness of this caring local 
community.’

Katharine is married to Ian 
Elwis who works for Argyll and 
Bute Council and is a member 
of Tobermory RNLI lifeboat 
crew. They have three children: 
Grace, 15, Hamish, 13, and 
Robert, 12.

Head teacher’s delight at island support

The ladies of Killin SWRI gathered at the Killin Hotel this month to celebrate the 90th birthday of the group. Photograph by The Studio, Killin. 

KILLIN and Ardeonaig Trust (KAT) 
is to look at how to keep Killin’s public 
toilets open after receiving a grant of 
£10,000.

Stirling Council announced last year 
it intends to close both the village’s 
toilets as a cost-saving measure, with 
the cost of keeping them open put at 
£8,500 each.

The decision has been met with 
disappointment from the community, 
with tourism a big part of the local 
economy.

KAT has now received a grant from 
Loch Lomond and the Trossachs 

to commission a feasibility study to 
look at different ways of funding the 
provisions, or not having a public toilet 
at all.

The study will also look at the impact 
on the environment, the community, 
businesses, visitors and health.

Any money left from the grant 
will go towards some aspect of toilet 
provision.

Willie Angus, chairman of KAT, 

feasible way to provide a cost-neutral 
public toilet, then it could be a 
reference document for other small 
rural communities.’ 

KILLIN

Caol Primary School was filled with music as pupils took part in a drumming workshop. Children danced, 
played and practised different rhythms with Drumfun instructor Steven Sharpe.The primary three pupils 
enjoyed beating the bongo drums. Front from left: Dylan Prosser, Isla Culbertson and Violet MacDonald. 

20_f06drums01

LOCHAWE
A ROBERT Burns 
social evening was hosted by 
Lochawe SWRI on January 15, 
when the institute welcomed 
eight members of the Dalmally 
group to join in.

A traditional meal of haggis, 
neeps and tatties was served, 
with cooked ham for those who 
preferred it.

Mrs Jean Wylie produced a 
fun quiz on local well-known 
places and a hilarious 
questionnaire to see how good 
or bad members’ memories 
were.

TIREE
TIREE Community 
Development Trust is still 
waiting for repairs to be done on 
the island’s community-owned 
wind turbine, Tilley, which has 
been out of action for several 
weeks. A component within the 
turbine has failed and the trust 
is waiting for a replacement part 
from Germany. 

COLL’S Sharks Festival is to 
feature as part of Homecoming 
Scotland this year, with the free 
event being held for the second 
time this year.

Running between August 
21-26, the celebration of 
the creatures, run by Bask-
ing Shark Scotland, was 
heralded as one of Europe’s top 
environmental adventures last 
year, with Lonley Planet also 
declaring the company as a 
perfect example of a sustainable 
and environmentally friendly 
operation.

Shane Wasik, owner of 
Basking Shark Scotland, said: 
‘We’ll be developing the full 
programme over the next few 
months for the Saturday night 
presentations along with extra 
activities. 

‘We currently have plans for 
shark trips, swimming/diving 
with seals, sunset cruises and 
wreck/reef diving trips. 

‘Last year was really tight 
with accommodation so we 
have secured bunkhouse, 
bed and breakfast and hotel 
accommodation in advance 
so we can make sure we can 
get everyone in. Last year’s 
evening event was attended by 
hundreds and for a free event 
was a great success.’

COLL

THE COMMUNITY 
Learning and Development 
Review Group for Gaelic 
(CLADRG) is it to host a family 
learning event for Gaelic-
speaking families at  Sabhal 
Mòr Ostaig, the Gaelic college 
on Skye, during the week 
beginning Monday  July 7.

The event is open to families 
with children being educated 
through the medium of Gaelic 
and offers the opportunity for 
parents to attend one of the 
college’s language courses 
while the children take part 
in a wide range of sports, arts 
and other activities through the 
medium of Gaelic.

Last year 40 families from 
across the Highlands, islands 
and the central b  elt took part in 
the week. For more information, 

or phone 0797 273 5413. 

SHORT MAT bowling is 
proving as popular as ever in 
South Lochaber, according 
to Kentallen and Duror 
Community Centre treasurer 
and booking clerk Connie 
Anderson.

Between 25 and 30 people 
regularly test out their skills 

THE DECEMBER meeting of 
Morar SWRI was opened by 
Ann Curry. 

Ten members attended to hear 
John Bryden give a talk on his 
charity ‘Kirsty’s Kids’, which 
does amazing things with young 
people who have problems.

He told members about his 
journey to Russia to make 
contact with suffering
children there. Everyone had a 
very interesting evening, John 
making his audience aware of 
some of the problems faced 
by young people. Thanks 
were extended to John for the 
fascinating talk and pictures.
Competitions: Tree decorations 
- 1 Pauline Elwell; 2 Christine 
Haynes; 3 Audrey MacEachan; 

Isobel Morton; 2 Nicky Parish; 
3 Heather Simpson. 

Tea was served by hostesses, 
Christine Haynes and Audrey 
MacEachan

In early January, eight 
members were present to enjoy 
a celebratory dinner in the 

by Eileen MacPhie.

SGOIL Chiùil Na 
Gàidhealtachd, the National 
Centre of Excellence in 
Traditional Music based at 
Plockton High School, will hold 
open days tomorrow (Friday) 
and Saturday.

Although the days are 
primarily aimed at prospective 
candidates and their parents, 
anyone who is interested in 

music school does is welcome to 
come along. 

The information events start 
at 11am and 2pm each day, with 
the same information imparted 
at each, so people only need to 
attend one.

Bookings in advance are 
advisable and can be made on 
01599 544706 or by emailing 

Applications for the next 
session will close on Friday 
March 7, and auditions will 
be held in the week beginning 
Monday March 24.

ISLAY is playing host to 

the Homecoming Scotland 
calendar.

The Scottish Snowdrop 
Festival began last Saturday and 
takes place in eight sites around 
Scotland, one of which is Islay 
Estate, until March 16.

The Bridgend Woodlands, 
on Islay Estate, are famous 
for their beautiful displays of 

snowdrops in the winter, then 

in the spring. West coast Islay 
snowdrops are best to enjoy 
early in the season.

Full details of the participating 
gardens can be found on 
visitscotland.com.

ORGANISERS of the Cowal 
Gathering have welcomed 
Argyll and Bute Council’s 
decision to maintain its existing 

The council agreed to allocate 
the Cowal Highland Gathering 
(CHG) £68,205 in 2014/15 
– the sum set out in its ongoing 
Service Level Agreement (SLA) 
- despite the Royal Scottish Pipe 
Band Association’s decision 
to remove the event’s ‘major’ 
status.

The wording of the SLA has 
now been amended to remove 
any reference to the fee for a 
‘major’ championship.
CHG chairman Ronnie Cairns 
said the decision was a welcome 

organisers’ ability to further 
develop the event and continue 
to broaden its appeal in the 
future.

Plans are being drawn 
up for new attractions 
and entertainment such as 
demonstrations by the Clan 
Mountain Bike Stunt Team, a 
temporary mountain bike track 
in the stadium, a digital hub, 

ISLAY

ELGOL Primary School 
children on Skye were 
delighted to welcome an 
unusual visitor last Thursday 
- a young seal pup.

The unexpected guest made 
his - or her - way up from 
the harbour just in time for 
lunchtime, when the children 
were playing in the school 
grounds.

Haed teacher Jennifer 
MacLean said: ‘The children 
came up to say there was a 
seal pup at the front gates. 

‘It seemed, if the gate had 

THREE orphaned otter cubs, 
Conrad, Jasper and Mangal, 
are progressing well at the 
International Otter Survival 
Fund (IOSF) sanctuary at 
Broadford on Skye.

Conrad was found beside 
a road in Cumbria and was 
initially cared for at the 
Aquarium of the Lakes before 
being transferred to IOSF in 
December.

Jasper has been with the 
rescue centre since September 
after he was discovered on the 
shore at Lochinver.

PUPILS of St Bride’s Primary 
School, North Ballachulish, 
headed to Glasgow to attend a 
Celtic Connections concert. 

The children were entertained 
by 12-strong band Treacherous 
Orchestra in the city’s Royal 
Concert Hall before visiting 

St Bride’s Primary School enjoyed a culture filled day in Glasgow. 

Kelvin Grove Art Galleries and 
Museum. 

Head teacher Susan Kemp 
said: ‘Our annual visit to Celtic 
Connections is one of the 
highlights of our school year. 

The children have enjoyed 
music from some wonderful 
bands and Treacherous 
Orchestra were equally 
superb. It was a long day but 
well worthwhile.’

NORTH BALLACHULISH

family sport opportunities, 
arts workshops and a ‘Best of 
Argyll’ area with high quality 
producers promoting and selling 
local food and drink.
‘We’d like to create a more 
festival-type feel to the event, 
while of course retaining its 
core competitive and cultural 
elements,’ said chairman 
Ronnie Cairns.

‘We believe this will broaden 
its appeal and so help to 
attract new visitors, while at 
the same time catering for the 
many thousands of people who 
have had the Cowal Highland 
Gathering inked into their diary 
for many years.’

According to an equation used 
by Event Scotland, the 2013 
Cowal Highland Gathering 
generated £1.9million for the 
Scottish economy - with just 
over £1million of that directly 

This year’s Cowal Highland 
Gathering takes place from 
Thursday 28 to Saturday 30 
August.

COWAL

MORAR

SKYE

The seal pup who paid a visit to Elgol Primary School last 
Thursday.  

not been there, it would have 
been quite happy to come in. 

‘He was rolling over on his 
back and giving a real show.

‘Our school secretary Lorna 
Neice went down to the pier 
to talk to one of the fishermen 
and he said there was an 
adult seal swimming in the 
harbour, so they came back 
and escorted the wee pup back 
into the water.

‘We have been back to see if 
it was about but there was no 
sign of him so we hope he is 
back with his mother.’

Caol pupils beat it out at workshop

Seal pup surprises 
Elgol pupils with visit

Conrad the otter cub - doing well at Broadford. Photograph by IOSF. 

Mangal was found on Mull in 
November and was looked after 
by the Mull Otter Group before 
being transferred to Broadford.

Helen Stephenson said that the 
cubs, who are all aged between 

be released back into the wild 
when they are 15 months old 
- the age their mothers would 
normally leave them to fend for 
themselves.

BROADFORD

PLOCKTON

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes

every Thursday night at the 
venue over the winter. 

Connie said: ‘We are fully 
subscribed. 

‘It is very successful and 
highly popular.’

SOUTH LOCHABER

Orphaned otter cubs doing 
well at island sanctuary
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Marian Austin, OCUK chairwoman and Don Hind, chairman of Fort William Chamber of Commerce are delighted with 
the unanimous vote to merge the groups. 20_f06commerce01
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Fort William Shinty Club chairman Duncan MacPhee presents club steward Willie Anderson with a trophy on his retirement. 20_f06fort06
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- NEWSDESK
01631 568000



GLASGOW LETTER

ISLAY LETTER

YOUR LETTERS
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 words in 
length for publication on this page. 

The editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or to 
refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses must be sup-
plied, including on emails, to indicate good faith. A daytime 

Anonymous letters or those supplied without a contact telephone 
number will not be printed. 

Please write or fax to: Letters page, The Oban Times, 
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

PRESS POLICY
WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all 
our reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on 
occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of producing 
the biggest local newspaper in the West Highlands.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in 

Editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB giving 
your day-time telephone number where possible. This statement 
of policy will appear on this page every week along with any 

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commis-
sion’s Code of Conduct. 

The views expressed in The Oban Times are not necessarily 
those of this newspaper.
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Across
7 Away from town (6)
8 Missile (6)
9 Smudge (4)
10 Impoverished (8)
11 Silvery metallic element used in lasers (7)
13 Make watertight (5)
15 Part of a train (5)
17 Sound when applying brakes hard! (7)
20 Devoted (4-4)
21 Automatic (4)
22 Urge (6)
23 Big fan (6)

Down
1 Goatfish (6)
2 Gamble, on the water? (4)
3 Easily seen (7)
4 Destitute (5)
5 Setting on a radio (4,4)
6 Feathery herb (6)
12 Railway compartment (8)
14 Lively piece of music (7)
16 Tall glass roofed room (6)
18 Fabric made from a plant (6)
19 Gastric complaint (5)
21 Actual (4)

Hamish Porter
THIS island community was shocked and 
greatly saddened to learn of the death  in 

23 of Islay farmer Hamish Porter.  
He was 71 years of age and passed away 

after a very short illness.
He was born in Langbank in 1942 and 

was the only son of Mary and George 
Porter. The family moved to Lagstoban in 
the Gruinart district when Hamish was six 
months old. 

His mother was a skilled and much-in-
demand seamstress and young Hamish, 
who attended school at Bowmore, spent 
much of his early boyhood helping his 
father run the family croft.

This led Hamish to pursue a highly suc-
cessful career in farming after acquiring 
and operating the Carrabus farmsteads in 
the Bridgend area. He became a dedicated 
farmer who worked long and hard at his 
craft, and his dedication, fair mindedness 
and generous nature were attributes which 
brought admiration from all quarters.

He bred and raised quality livestock 
on the farms under his control and his 
exhibits often featured highly on the prize 
lists at the local agricultural show and at 
similar events far beyond these shores. 

He was equally in demand as a livestock 
judge, duties he carried out with great 
integrity, and his high regard in the 
farming community brought accolades 
from his agricultural peers.

Hamish married his wife Moyra, nee 
Cargill, in 1967 and they went on to have 

They also went on to dote on their nine 
grandchildren.

More than 300 mourners met in the 
Round Church at Bowmore on February 1 
to pay their last respects to a noted Ileach. 

The service was conducted by the Rev 
Dr Rob Barlow, a former minister of the 
parish, and the eulogy was delivered 
by Sandy Reid, a family friend and 
farming colleague from Old Meldrum in 
Aberdeenshire.  

Sandy’s heartfelt tribute encapsulated 
Hamish’s kindly ways, innate hospitality 
and his widespread regard in farming 
circles throughout the country.

Following the service, the cortege, led 
by piper Alasdair Currie, made its way to 
Lagstoban where Hamish was interred in 
the grounds of his boyhood home.

Hamish Porter will be missed by 
everyone who came into contact with him 
and his passing will be most keenly felt by 
those who knew him best and loved him 
most. Our thoughts are with Moyra and 
the whole family at this time of loss and 
separation. 

Burns celebration
THE PM Club, which meets weekly at the 
Port Mòr Centre at Port Charlotte, paid its 
own tribute to our national bard at a Burns 

MacEachern led the haggis to pride of 
place where it was addressed by Seonaid 
Baker, and the Immortal Memory was 
honoured by Conisby contractor Iain 
MacPherson, who also sang for his supper.

I had the pleasure of proposing the toast 

to the lassies and this brought a spirited 
response from Moira Leitch who takes no 
prisoners.

Chairwoman Gina MacAuslan offered 
the Selkirk Grace and kept everyone on 
an even keel. Further songs came from 
Lynn MacDonald and Grahame Allison 

participants.
The Fèis Ìle committee was also in 

poetic mode when it held its Burns Supper 

Fèis chairwoman Florence Gray 
welcomed the large company who enjoyed 
an evening of hamely fare, good speeches, 
songs and music.

Scarrabus farmer Angus Kerr was 
in top form as he addressed the haggis 
and the main toast was ably handled by 
Dorothy Carmichael who was deputising 
for her nephew Alasdair Carmichael, the 
Secretary of State for Scotland, who was 
unable to attend.   

The virtues and some of the failings of 
the lassies were humorously highlighted 
by island haulier Donald Gillies and 
giving the spirited reply was Ayrshire lass 

School and a worthy spokesperson for the 
fairer sex.

gave the Selkirk Grace and those provid-
ing the musical entertainment were Lynn 
MacDonald, Mairi MacGillivray, Alex 
Brown, Fergus Muir and the Islay Youth 
Pipers. Rabbie would have approved of 
both events.
Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, Bowmore, 
Islay PA43 7JX. Tel: 01496 810658.

Alan
Cochrane

THE DAILY TELEGRAPH’S 
SCOTTISH EDITOR

Glasgow’s Gaels 
celebrate
IT WAS probably a setting 
that most of us thought had 
been left in the 20th century. 

Yes, the City Hall was 
packed on a Friday evening 
ready to enjoy a concert of 
Gaelic song and west coast 
music just as it used to be 
when the local associations 
held their annual gatherings 
there.  

This was, however a 
different occasion, a 
collaboration between 
An Lochran and the local 
associations in the Glasgow 
area as part of Celtic 
Connections 2014.  

With the Commonwealth 
Games taking place in the city 
later in the year, this was an 
opportunity to acknowledge 
the role of the Gaels in 
Glasgow and their worldwide 
link via the River Clyde.  

There would be many in 
the hall for whom these 
links would have been a 

past and who can remember 
when most of the tenement 
‘closes’ had at least one Gaelic 
speaking family. It was an era 
when many were employed 
on the river or on river-related 
industries and there was a 
constant coming and going of 
merchant mariners as well as 
those who chose to emigrate 
to different parts of the 
Commonwealth. 

If ‘those were the days’, 
this concert proved it is still 
possible for Gaeldom to stage 
a night to remember.  

Angela MacEachen provided 
the commentary, in both 
Gaelic and Engish, and the 
singers, Cathy Ann MacPhee, 

MacMillan, Robert Robertson 
and Ceitlin Smith, stirred 
the heart strings as they sang 
many of the old favourites 
related to the theme of the 
evening.  

Brian MacAlpine was 
the musical director and 
he was supported by a 
star-studded house band in 
which Capercaille was well 
represented. 

Glasgow’s Gaelic choirs, 
including youngsters from 
Sgoil Ghaidhlig Glaschu, 
provided backing for some of 
the items conducted by Kenny 
Thomson and as a reminder 
of the dancing venues of the 
past, accordionists Charlie 

and Fergie MacDonald played 
favourite west coast tunes.  

Fergie has been ever 
present at all of the 21 Celtic 
Connections and since he 
appeared at the end of the 
Shinty Heroes event on the 
last night of the festival, he 

proceedings for 2014 to a 
close.  

There was an overwhelming 
positive response from 
everyone who attended and 
for that Linda MacLeod 
from An Lochran and 
Celtic Connections are to be 
congratulated.

Calum 
MacCrimmon’s 
‘Boraraig’
AS THE name suggests, 
Calum MacCrimmon has 
family connections with the 
MacCrimmons, pipers to the 
MacLeods of Dunvegan, and 
it was appropriate he was 
commissioned to produce 
all of the music for this 
production for the Blas 2013 
Festival.  

Eildih Shaw, guitarist Ewan 
MacPherson, double bass 

singer Darren MacLean, 
Calum explained his 
thinking behind each of the 

compositions which varied 
from light music to pibroch.  

A particular highlight of 
the concert was his playing 
of the only pibroch written 
by his father. As with most 
successful concerts, the 
enjoyment of the participants, 
and their humour, was 
transferred to the audience.

Young Traditional 
Musician of
the Year
THOSE present in the 
City Halls looking for 
success for one of the three 
representatives of west coast 
music would perhaps be 
disappointed that accordionist 

and pianist Alistair Iain 
Paterson did not win the title 
for 2014.

But each of them played well 
in what was an extremely high 
quality competition. 

The very worthy winner 
on this occasion was Scots 
Singer Robyn Stapleton from 
Stranraer who sang her way 
through a varied programme 
ranging from MacCrimmon’s 
Lament to light hearted songs. 

Her beautiful singing voice 
together with the musical 

will surely contribute to 
concerts well worth attending 
when they all go on tour later 
this year.

Glasgow Mull and 
Iona Association
LIKE several of the local 
associations, Mull and Iona 
has changed the format of its 
annual gatherings and, as in 
2013, this year’s event will 
take place in the Piping Centre 
at 7.30pm on Friday February 
14.  

What could be better for the 
celebration of St Valentine’s 

will be in the chair and the 
artistes will be singers  Robert 
Robertson and Ainsley 

Hendry, the ‘Twa Dugs’ from 
Tobermory and the Mull 
and Iona Pipers. Dancing to 
Deoch ’n Dorus  will follow 
at 9.30pm. Tickets, £10 for 
adults and £5 for children, 
will be available at the door 
or by telephoning 0141 638 
5200, 01681 700358 or 01688 
302520.

Diary dates
Thursday February 6:  
Comunn an Taobh-an Iar, 
Spring Ceilidh, Ellangowan 
Social Club, Milngavie, 
7.30pm.
Friday February 7: Glasgow 
Uist and Barra Association 
Ceilidh Dance, Glasgow 
University Union, 9pm-1am.
Saturday February 8:  
Glasgow Lewis and Harris 
Association Marag Supper, 
Partick Burgh Hall, 7.45pm.
Tuesday February 11:  Live 
at the Star, Admiralty Bar, 
Waterloo Street, 8pm - Celtic 
Quines.
Friday February 14: Mull 
and Iona Association Annual 
Gathering - see above.  
Clydebank and District 
Highlander’s Association 
Ceilidh, Napier Hall, Old 
Kilpatrick, 7.30pm.
Saturday February 15: An 
Comunn Stirling Ceilidh, 
Lesser Albert Hall, 7.30pm.  
Perth Concert Hall, Scottish 
Fiddle Orchestra, 7.30pm.

Pub scene
MUSIC in the Park Bar this 
weekend will be provided by 
Trail West on Friday, Gunna 
Sound on Saturday and Nicky 
McMichan on Sunday while 
in the Islay Inn it will be 
Crooked Reel on Friday and 
Ragaels on Saturday. Neil
Murray. Tel: 0141 954 8105. 
Email: neilfmurray@yahoo.
co.uk.

IT IS one of the last great 
social taboos: seeking to 
smoke cigarettes in someone 
else’s house. As a long-time 
smoker I was well used to 
being ushered out of doors 
when I needed a fag, and I’m 
bound to say that I wasn’t all 
that pleased about it. 

That, however, was then. I 
am now a non-smoker, or at 
least an ex-smoker, having 
given up 13 years ago; but 
I have been appalled by the 
pariah status now accorded to 
those who still love a cigarette. 

since 2006’s ban on smoking 
in public places. Smokers have 
become the ‘disappeared’ of 
society. They vanished from 

and are now reduced to 
huddling in doorways or 
sheltering under umbrellas 
outside their once-favourite 
watering holes.

It has been a terrible price 
to pay for what is, after all, a 
legal habit. And public disap-
proval has merely redoubled 
the private antagonism 
towards smokers. Those op-
posed to the habit had always 

roofs, but these days hardly 
anyone I know now allows 
smoking in their home.

There is an exception to this 
iron rule: me and my wife. 
We both quit the fags on the 

remember the last drag well 

has gone (in fact it took no 
time at all to kick the habit), 
we still like the smell. Now, I 
know there are many who say 
that passive smoking is just as 
dangerous as the real thing, 
but we just think that banning 
guests from lighting up is a 
bit off. Consigning them to 

bad; after all, what’s the point 
of inviting someone to your 
home if the only place you can 
have a blether is outside on the 
doorstep. In any case, in our 
already draughty Victorian 
house, having another door 
open, especially in winter, is 

not really advisable.
Our generous attitude in this 

direction is not well known, or 
at least it wasn’t until recently. 
Then, at a recent gathering chez 
nous, I told one smoker that of 
course she could have a fag and, 
no, she didn’t have to go outside 
for it, even though she said that 
was her normal experience at 
the homes of even her closest 
friends. After I’d rummaged 
around and found something 
to serve as an ashtray, our 
guest smiled contentedly as she 

On seeing this another guest 
demanded, somewhat shrilly: 
‘You’re not letting her smoke 
in here, are you?’ I replied 

expecting to have to defend 
my right to do whatever I liked 
in my own house. But to my 
surprise, she grinned widely 
and said: ‘Oh good, can I have 

of Silk Cut from her handbag.
In no time at all, there were 

several others, again all women, 
joining them occasionally and 
mooching the odd fag.

There might have been a 
distinct fug for a bit, but it was 
far from being objectionable 
and none of the other guests 
protested. Indeed, a couple 

their wives were indulging in 
something that they were not 
allowed to do at home!

Smoking is a health hazard 
and perhaps we’d be better 
friends if we reminded our pals 
of this instead of encouraging 
them in their craving. But 
they’re all adults and know the 
risks, so why should we lecture 
them?

Having said all of this, I 
should be clear about one thing 

to be turned into a smokers’ 
refuge. We don’t want our 
addicted friends to start queuing 
up outside the front door with 
all manner of phoney excuses 
just to gain entry and have a 
few drags in the warm. That 
would be taking friendship a bit 
too far.

Craft fair in Oban railway 
station buildings - 1970s

This week’s flashback photograph was submitted by Shirley McLennan of Mull Terrace, Oban, and features a craft fair in Oban 
Railway Station buildings, possibly in the 1970s. Prints or emails must be accompanied by a caption, name, address and telephone 

number. Anyone wishing prints returned must supply a stamped addressed envelope.

Support for 
ScotRail parking 
barrier
Sir,
I am writing in amazement at 
your front page story concerning 
the new barrier at Oban railway 
station.

Louise Glen-Lee is obviously 
one of those people who sit 
outside the station with her 
engine running blocking 
everyone’s access whilst choking 
pedestrians with their fumes. 

The new pub is being 
disingenuous in my opinion, as 
they have access along the pier 
like any other business there. 

It is time someone congratulated 
ScotRail on its stand to clear 

through which many people 
must walk to catch a ferry.

I, for one, am glad to see the 
lessening of cars parked illegally 
either long term or whilst waiting 
for a train. 
Chris Hudson, Railway Pier, 
Oban.

Whole of
Oban needs 
regenerated
Sir,
I drove through Helensburgh, 
Inveraray and Lochgilphead last 

Thursday and not one of these 
towns is like Oban. 

That is to say the roads were not 
full of potholes and there was not 
an abundance of  empty shops 
with dirty windows, a boarded 
up school and pub in prominent 
positions or vacant land where 

In Oban tens of thousands 
of tourists arrive by car, train, 
coach and tour bus every year.

Those arriving by road are 
greeted with the potholes and 
empty premises, particularly 
those who park in what was 

playground. 
Arriving by rail and tour bus 

you disembark next to a boarded 
up, partially burnt out bowling 
alley with foliage growing out 
of its roof. What a marvellous 

visitors. 
Might I suggest to our local 

councillors there is more than 
just the waterfront regeneration 
that needs to be done in Oban. 

I would also like to remind 
Councillor Glen-Lee that not long 
after being elected she disagreed 
with me that the bowling alley 
should be demolished and 
she stated we would have the 
building occupied soon. 

Does she still agree the building 
should remain, particularly in its 
present state?
Michael  Nicolson, Combie 
Street, Oban.

Katherine Amelia          
Lamond
Sir,
Tracing a family background 
is an investment today for the 
younger family members tomor-
row.

We are trying to trace our ma-
ternal Grandmother Katherine 
Amelia Lamond.

We know that Katherine was 
born in the late 1800s on the Isle 
of Seil, near Oban. She may have 
had a sister or perhaps a twin?

Lamond, was part of the Army 
which went to India. 

In India, Katherine married 
Samual Benjamin Lamoury 
and one of their daughters was 
Sophia, my mother.

Sophia later married a soldier, 
William Mason, before return-
ing to England after India gained 
independence.

We would be very pleased 
to hear from any links to 
Katherine Amelia Lamond 
to help complete the picture 
of our grandmother’s family.
Lorraine Muddimer, nee 
Mason, 01202 690377 or
LMuddimer@yahoo.co.uk. 

Thanks for help
Sir,
On behalf of myself and my wife, 
I would like to express sincere 
appreciation to the many motor-

ists who stopped to enquire as to 
our wellbeing when our car was 
recently involved in a collision 
with a stag at the Rest and Be 
Thankful. 

Fortunately we were not 
injured although the stag was 
killed and the car extensively 
damaged as the result of the 
impact. To the many car drivers, 
lorry drivers, passing ambulance 
crews and snow plough driver, 
many thanks for your concern.
Phillip White, Achnacreebeag, 
North Connel. 

Respite breaks
Sir,
Vitalise provides desperately-
needed respite breaks for people 
with severe disabilities and their 
carers. The breaks they take at 
our accessible centres around 
the UK enable them to regain 
their strength and restore their 
ability to cope. They tell us that 
the breaks we provide can make 
the difference between coping 
and despair, between just exist-

But we couldn’t do what we 
do without the energy and gen-
erosity of our supporters, who 
volunteer at our centres, take 
part in fundraising events and 
donate to our cause. So I’d like 
to ask your readers to support 
Vitalise in 2014. 

Find out how at www.vitalise.
org.uk or call 0303 303 0147.
Colin Brook, Vitalise.

MAKE no mistake, news that Oban’s bid for Tax Incremental 
Finance (TIF) was approved, albeit with a lower sum than was 

And while some nay-sayers will no doubt cry foul over the 
fact that this is another loan on top of the loan for CHORD to 
redevelop the town, they must be reminded that in order to ac-
cumulate, you must speculate.

TIF is the very embodiment of this ethos and a bold statement 
that Oban and Lorn is not only open for business, but ready to 
take the steps necessary to actively bring it here.

One can only hope that the plan can do everything it set out to.  
The effects of the recession are still being felt across the country 
and Scottish PowerRenewables’ decision not to proceed with the 
Argyll Array puts a dent in the TIF plan to attract more offshore 
wind farm business in through Oban’s port.

Despite claims on all sides of the political spectrum, large-scale 
investors still seem reluctant to invest in Scotland until after the 
independence referendum this autumn.

However, that should not detract from what is a tremendous 
opportunity for the town. 

recent weeks and this feel-good factor will only be enhanced by 
the Scottish Government’s decision. 

its people and - most of all - it is the key to unlocking Oban and 
Lorn’s potential and helping Argyll and the islands thrive.

Successful TIF bid shows Oban and 
Lorn is open for business
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WORK to rebuild a ruined 13th century 
castle near Kilchoan in Ardnamurchan is 
underway after archaeologists completed 
surveys of the historic landmark.

Mingary Castle, owned by Ardnamurchan 
Estate proprietor Donald Houston, is being 
restored by the Mingary Castle Preservation 
Trust to make the building habitable once 
more.

Excavations on the castle, once a chain of 
coastal strongholds under the MacDonald 
Lordship of the Isles, have already revealed 
clues to its past. Finds include a secret cham-
ber and fragments of bone. 

Now part of the old moat below the castle 

a woodchip biomass boiler which will dry 
out the walls for plastering and eventually 
provide heating and hot water to the castle. 

Local historian Jon Haylett said care has 

disturb the original moat as little as pos-
sible. 

He said: ‘The rest of the moat will be left 
as is it is, it will be kept exactly the same. 
There’s talk of covering the boiler with 

environment.
‘I’m looking forward immensely to seeing 

the character of the building three or four 

hundred years ago.’ The castle has been 
unoccupied for over 150 years and restoring 
it is expected to cost almost £2.5m. 

In a bid to help raise the funds, members 
of the public are being asked to ‘sponsor a 
stone’. Supporters can choose the stone they 
want on an online photograph of the castle’s 
east wall. 

They can then name the stone and will be 
assigned a personal serial number. 

Mr Haylett said: ‘It has started off really 
well, people have been very generous but 
to put it bluntly we need more, we’ve got to 
keep the momentum up.’ 

Around £250,000 has been donated to the 
cause so far.

THE SCOTTISH Government’s 
expert ferry group (EFG) has 
been hit by a resignation row 
just four months after it was 
established.

Economics professor Neil 
Kay quit the organisation this 
week claiming the interests of 
passengers were being ignored 
in favour of ‘lobbying and vested 
interests’.

In a letter to transport minister 
Keith Brown, the academic said 
ferry users and communities 
dependent on ferries were 
‘peripheral’ to the group’s work. 

Instead, he claimed, the 
forum was ‘designed to 
voice and promote producer 
interests, including that of some 
established operators’ - and was 
effectively operating in secret. 

Professor Kay also said joining 
the group had been ‘a mistake’ 
and urged the government to 

THE CENTRE directing 

across the Highlands and Islands 

years, despite a decision to axe 
the base.

That’s the view of Michael 
Foxley after the Scottish Fire 
and Rescue Service (SFRS) 
board rejected his proposal to 
retain the Inverness Fire Control 
Room last week.   

Dr Foxley told the board 
Inverness should be kept as one 

for geographical balance and 
because of increased activity 

A LOCHABER man has been 
found guilty of assaulting his 
estranged wife by throwing a 
chair at her. 

Roderick Smith of 2 Garvan, 
Locheilside, hurled the 
wooden dining chair at Betty 
Smith in his home during 
a row on October 13 last 
year, Fort William Sheriff 
Court heard. Sheriff Richard 
Davidson said he could ‘see 
no reason to doubt’ evidence 
from the couple’s daughter 
Rebecca Smith, 17, that her 
45-year-old father threw the 

Speeding          
driver who 
careered off road 
fined £400
A KINLOCHLEVEN man 
whose speeding car careered off 
the A82 near Fort William has 

Steven MacLeod, of 19 Foyers 
Road, pled guilty to driving 
without due care and attention 
around three miles south of the 
town on June 21 last year. 

Procurator Fiscal Laura 
Ryan told Fort William JP 

accelerate to avoid the car as it 
veered across the road before 
coming to a halt on a footpath. 

The 22-year-old said: ‘I took a 
corner too fast and lost control 
of the car, it spun out on the 
road.’

MacLeod was taken to 
the Belford Hospital in Fort 
William to be treated for a 
minor head injury. Nobody else 
was hurt.

JP John Hutchison issued 

points. 

AN EDINBURGH mountaineer 
missing for three days near Fort 
William has been found dead below 
Scotland’s second highest waterfall.

Lochaber Mountain Rescue Team 
discovered the body of Alistair 
Porteous at the foot of the 390-foot 
Steall Falls in Glen Nevis around 
1pm on Monday.

Mr Porteous, 56, was reported 
missing on Friday night after failing 
to return from a traverse of a popular 

mountain route known as the Ring of 
Steall, four Munros in the Mamore 
range between Fort William and 
Kinlochleven. 

Lochaber MRT was able to narrow 

Mr Porteous’ broken helmet below 
the falls on Sunday.

Team leader John Stevenson told 
The Oban Times: ‘It is an area we 
regularly check out because it is a bit 
of an accident blackspot. 

‘It is an area you don’t want to be 
in at all.

‘He might have been trying to 
cross the burn higher up and may 
have fallen in. We think he might 
have been further up but got washed 
down in the meltwater.

Conditions
‘It was terrible conditions we were 

out in and there was so much snow.’
Mr Stevenson said the huge search 

operation launched on Saturday 

involved 80 mountain rescue team 
members, including Penrith MRT, 
who were training in the area at the 
time, Lochaber MRT, Glencoe MRT 
and two RAF teams.

Search dogs and the Royal 
Navy helicopter Rescue 177 from 
Prestwick also joined the hunt for 
Mr Porteous.

A police spokesperson said a report 
will be submitted to the procurator 

POLICE have launched a fresh appeal 
to identify the body of a man found on 
Skye last September.

The remains were recovered from 
the shore at Kyleakin near the Skye 
Bridge around 6.45am on Sunday, 
September 8.

Police re-issued the appeal after rul-
ing out the 24 names given to during 

contact with missing people organisa-
tions and police forces throughout the 
UK and abroad.

It is now believed the man may be 
aged between mid-forties to early six-
ties, short dark hair going grey and a 
moustache. His face and forearms are 

suntanned with freckles on his fore-
head, across his nose and on his arms. 
He is Caucasian, 5’10” tall, slim build, 
and weighs 13 stone. The man’s teeth 
are in poor condition, with a number 
broken or missing. Police believe the 
man was left handed and that he was 
a smoker.

On his left forearm are two self-

of a cross or ‘T’ symbol measuring 
2 x 1.7 cm and the second a ‘G’ like 
symbol measuring 1.5 x 2 cm.

When recovered from the water, he 
was wearing a brown ‘Atlantic Bay’ 
body warmer,  blue ‘Everlast’ hooded 
top, Grey ‘Everlast’ T-Shirt, dark blue 

Burton Menswear’ jeans, a leather 
Levi belt and black ‘Nike’ training 
shoes. 

Contents of his full red ‘Reebok 
backpack included a black Celtic 
football top, a Yale-type key and a 
NY red and blue beanie hat.

Police urged anyone who thinks 
they may know the man to contact 
Police Scotland on 101. 

quickly process names in relation to 
the inquiry so if you think there is any 
possibility the deceased is somebody 
you know, please get in touch. There 
are no suspicious circumstances to 
the death.’

Arisaig rainfall 
above average       
in January
RAINFALL for January 2014 
in Arisaig was slightly above 
average at 146mm - almost six 
inches - reports local amateur 
meteorologist Ranald Coyne.

The average daily temperature 
ranged from 3.0 ºC, just below 
average, to 8.4ºC, just over 
average.

Coldest night was 0ºC while 
the mildest day was 11ºC.

Roadshow visits 
town to highlight 
lung cancer 
symptoms
A NATIONAL roadshow 
highlighting the signs and 
symptoms of lung cancer will 
make a stop at Morrisons in 
Fort William on Sunday. 

Detect Lung Cancer Early 
campaigners will be on hand to 
offer advice and information to 
shoppers.

The nationwide tour is part 
of a Scottish Government drive 
to increase the percentage of 

diagnoses of breast, bowel and 
lung cancer by 25 per cent by 
the end of 2015.

replace it with a small task force 
of independent experts.

Western Ferries, CalMac and 
west coast ferries, ports and 
harbours owners Caledonian 
Maritime Assets Limited are all 
represented on the body.

A spokesman for Transport 
Scotland said it was ‘very 
disappointed’ by Professor Kay’s 
resignation and maintained ferry 
users’ interests were ‘central’ to 
the group’s work. 

He said: ‘We have been clear 
from the start of this process 
that all discussions and advice 
relating to the EFG would 

group to have frank and open 
discussions on the future of the 
ferries sector.’

EFG minutes and agendas 
would now be published on the 
Transport Scotland website, he 
added.

Highlands and Islands MSP 
David Stewart claimed that the 
Scottish Government ferry plans 
were ‘in disarray’ following the 
resignation.

He said: ‘I will be writing to the 
transport minister to ask where 
the resignation of Professor Kay 
leaves the expert ferry group 
and if the Scottish Government 
has any plans to get ferries back 
on track and establish sound 
governance programmes to 
ensure Scotland’s ferries are in 
safe hands.

‘I believe it is time that Keith 
Brown listened to people who 
he acknowledges are experts in 
this area, like Professor Kay, and 
takes steps towards establishing 
an independent regulator.’

The government created the 
(EFG) in October to advise 
ministers on key ferries issues in 
Scotland.

Mingary Castle’s moat has been filled with a concrete base for a new boiler as part of restoration work. Photo courtesy of Jon Haylett. 

Missing mountaineer found dead in Glen Nevis

Resignation
row rocks    
ferry group
Professor claims organisation is 
ignoring passenger interests

SIX LOCHABER women took to the slopes at 
the Nevis Range ski resort near Fort William 
in wedding dresses and frocks on Tuesday to 
promote an upcoming charity dress sale and 
auction.

Local start-up business Fuze Ceremonies held 

for charities CHAS and Breakthrough Breast 
Cancer.

second ‘Fun, Frocks and Fundraising’ show  in 
Fort William in aid of local charity Lochaber 
Hope, which provides support to local people 
struggling to cope with sensitive and personal 
issues.

The event in the Nevis Centre on April 26 will 
include a fashion show, dress auction – including 
a brand new designer Emma Roy wedding dress 
worth £1,000 - musical entertainment and stalls 
with local exhibitors.

Delighted
Heather Negus, marketing manager at Nevis 

Range said: ‘We loved the idea and we are 
delighted to host the Fuze team in their ski-ing 
adventure and wish them the best of luck in 
raising money for such a great cause.’

Fuze Ceremonies is asking the public and 
local businesses to donate dresses and women’s 
accessories to be sold and auctioned for the 
charity. 

who is co-ordinating the event, said: ‘We have 
had some fabulous brand new dresses donated 
so far and we would like to urge the public and 
any local businesses to have a rummage through 
their wardrobes and dig out your unwanted 
frocks - a celebrity donation would be superb.’

in the oil, gas and offshore 
renewables sectors in the North.

The control room could also 
‘co-locate’ with the Scottish 
Ambulance Service and new 
national police command centre 
earmarked for Inverness to create 
a single ‘blue light’ emergency 
response hub, he argued.

But his pleas fell on deaf ears 
as SFRS board members voted 
9-3 to close both Inverness and 
Aberdeen controls and build a 
new control room in Dundee 
instead.

Following the vote, Dr Foxley 
said the main priority now was 

ensuring years of expertise at 
Inverness control were not lost 
through staff leaving for other 
jobs.

He told The Oban Times: ‘I 
am very disappointed. The new 
building in Dundee will take 
two to three years to build. 

‘Then you have to train the staff 
up, which I would have thought 
means keeping Aberdeen and 

Knowledge
‘I accept the board’s decision, 

but our priority must be to 
keep the current staff and make 
sure they stay to pass on their 

knowledge and experience 
- which will take years to do. 

rewarded for doing that - rather 
than take a job at the new police 
command centre.’

He added: ‘The Inverness 
personnel do not just deal with 
emergencies - they co-ordinate 

personnel over hundreds of 
miles.

‘For example, if there is a hill 

appliances dispatched to the 

cover behind. It is a huge 
logistical exercise and one which 
requires great local knowledge 
and know-how.

‘If at any point there appears to 
be increased risk then the matter 
will be reviewed.’

The controversial ration-
alisation plan cut the number of 
control rooms in Scotland from 
eight to three.

The board had already agreed 
the control room in Johnstone, 
near Paisley, would be retained 
and chose Edinburgh as the 
other centre at their meeting in 
Dundee last Thursday.

chair towards her mother, 
hitting her leg.  Smith took the 
stand to say: ‘I never picked 
up the chair, I pushed the chair 
and it landed at her feet.’

Sheriff Davidson con-
demned the behaviour of both 
Smith and his wife. He said: 
‘To have this argument in the 
presence of your 17-year-old 
daughter who deserves 
better from both of you is an 
unsatisfactory state of affairs.’

Sentence was deferred until 
March 3 for a social work 
report.

Man found guilty of throwing 
chair at estranged wife

Work to restore Mingary Castle gets underway

Taking to the slopes of Nevis Range to promote the charity show and auction are, front, bride 
Morag Webster and organiser Anne Widdop, with potential models and charity representatives, left 

to right, Jodie Fraser, Cindy Cosgrove, Alicia Chapple and Alison Smith of Lochaber Hope. 

An artist’s impression of the 
man found dead at Kyleakin. 

Police in fresh appeal in bid to identify man’s body

Charity dress show organisers take to slopes



10 FEATURE Thursday 6 February, 2014 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

THOUSANDS of couples at venues 

vows simultaneously on Saturday at 

(February 7 - 14).

2013, hope to break the current world 

vows, The previous record was set in the 
US in 2009.

thousands of couples from Newquay to 

fantastic. 
‘The occasion will be both serious and 

society. This year we really want people 

promises we make are. 

‘They offer the foundation for a stable 

foundation is up to us, but we want people 

anniversary.

on what we had, rather on who we were.

themselves.

Marriage Week UK
7th - 14th February

Record attempt
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Let us guide 
you to all you 
will need for 
your big day 
this Spring

Tel.  01880 820272

Looking for a 
perfect venue?

Come to 
Tarbert Village 

Hall.
All facilities 
available.
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Chaya Jocelyn Wesley
19 months Isle of Seil

067

Lachlan Alexander Mackay
7 months Caol

068

Ella Mae
7 months Isle of Islay

069

Summer Rose Samson
5 months South Uist

070

Isla Murdoch
4 months Oban

071

Angus MacCuaig
4 months Isle of Islay

072

Lacee McCartney
25 months Cairnbaan

074

Sophie Alex Nicol
1 month Taynuilt

075

Oliver Mlyvarczyk
9 months Oban

076

Marcel Mlyvarczyk
35 months Oban

077

Lexi Anderson
1 month Oban

078

Katie Isla Tuite
3 months Isle of Islay

079

Rico McCartney
1 month Cairnbaan

073

Layna Emma Henderson
1 week Fort William

080

The Oban Times Bonnie 
Babies competition is 
back! Our 2014 winner will 
receive a whopping £500 
worth of vouchers to spend 
at The Co-operative! Plus, 
this year we will have £150 

of vouchers for a second 
place winner and £100 
vouchers for third place. 
The Co-operative Group 
is the UK’s largest mutual 
business owned by nearly 
eight million members. It is 

the UK’s fifth largest food 
retailer operating across 
the country with almost 
2,800 local, convenience 
and medium sized stores. 
Visit  www.co-operative.
coop.

The competition is taking  
place in weekly groups 
where readers are asked 
to vote for that week’s bon-
niest baby. For example, if 
your child is in group one 
and gets the most votes out 

of all the entries in that issue 
they will be entered into the 
grand finale. The baby who 
has the most votes from 
the grand finale, held early 
2014, will be crowned the 
Bonniest Baby of 2014. It 

doesn’t matter which round 
your baby appears in, you 
can keep voting every week 
from the date your child 
appears until the voting 
deadline, which we will 
announce in a future issue. 

We won’t count the votes to 
decide who goes into the 
grand finale until the voting 
deadline has been reached. 
Full details online at www.
obantimes.co.uk/bonnieba-
bies.

WE ARE NOW CLOSED FOR ENTRIES

Terms & conditions: The winner must be willing to take part in publicity. Photocopied voting coupons will not be accepted. Text 
messages cost £1 plus one message at standard network rate.  The deadline to receive votes by will be announced in a future 
issue and on The Oban Times website. One text counts as one vote. One coupon counts as one vote. The prize is as stated.  
No cash alternative. Voters must be aged 16 or over and must have the bill payer’s permission. Full terms and conditions at 
www.obantimes.co.uk/bonniebabies. Customer services: 01631 568000.

By text: 
To vote by text, text the word BABY followed by a space then the 
three digit number stated on the top left hand side of the child’s 
photograph to 88010.
Text messages cost £1 plus one message at standard 
network rate. The voting deadline will be announced in a 
future issue. 
By coupon:
Complete the voting form provided on this page and send 
it to The Oban Times, Bonnie Babies VOTE, PO Box 1, 
Oban, PA34 4HB.  Photocopied voting coupons will not be 
accepted. The voting deadline will be announced in a future 
issue. 

How to vote
Readers can vote for their favourite baby by text or by post, using the coupon provided on this page. 
You can vote for as many babies as many times as you like until we announce the closing date to 
register your votes. Just make sure you quote the number stated on the child’s photograph when 
voting. 

I would like to vote for:
Baby number*: ......................................................................
Baby’s name:  .......................................................................
Please post to The Oban Times, Bonnie Babies VOTE, 
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB.
*Baby number must be supplied.  This can be found at the top left of 
each baby photograph. 
Photocopied voting coupons will not be accepted.
You can still vote for babies in previous groups. See terms & conditions. 
You may send in multiple voting coupons in one envelope.

VOTING COUPONVote for Group Five’s finalist!

How the competition works

in association with

THE OBAN TIMES
FREE EVENT LISTING

Send your events to whatson@obantimes.co.uk.

EARLY bird tickets for this 
year’s Tiree Music Festival 
(TMF) sold out in less than 
10 hours as demand for 
the event shows no sign of 
abating.

Julie Fowlis was last month 

this year’s bonanza of live 
music, which has quickly 
become the most sought 
after ticket in the Highlands 
and Islands after winning 

a host of awards in recent 
years.

More tickets will go on 
sale for the event soon.

Meanwhile, the TMF com-
mittee will hold its annual 
general meeting on Febru-
ary 17 at An Talla, starting 
at 7.30pm. Members of the 
community are invited to at-

becoming involved with the 
festival team. 

Tiree Music Festival early bird 
tickets sell out in record time

SEALL (Skye Events for 
All) saw its 2014 season 
launched with a bang last 
Monday with a sell-out 
concert by multi-million 
album selling artist Newton 
Faulkner, on tour to launch 
his third album Write It On 
Your Skin. 

The concert in Sabhal Mòr 
Ostaig heralded an exciting 
year for SEALL who have 
a jam-packed programme of 
events ahead in celebration 
of Homecoming Scotland 
2014. 

Highlights include ‘SEALL 
at 1,000’ on May 3, a day 
of music to mark SEALL’s 
1,000th event since starting 
up in 1991.

And in July and August, 
Skye will see the revival of 
the Fèis an Eilein, or Skye 
Festival, which has been 
reintroduced as part of 
Homecoming 2014. 

Duncan MacInnes of 
SEALL said: ‘We’ve been 
bringing some great artists 
to Skye for 23 years, so 
reaching our 1,000th event 

Newton Faulkner performing at Sabhal Mòr Ostaig to 
launch SEALL’s 2014 events programme.

Skye welcomes Newton 
Faulkner to launch new 
year of eventsA local diet class manager 

was delighted to meet co-
median and TV presenter 
Paddy McGuinness at an 
awards ceremony. 

Eileen Foley manages 
Slimming World groups in 
Oban and West Highland 
and met the Take Me Out 
star at  the company’s an-
nual awards ceremony.

The comedian co-hosted 
the Birmingham event. 
He said: ‘I was genuinely 
amazed to hear about what 
a difference people like 
Eileen, who run and manage 
Slimming World groups, 
make to people’s lives. At 
the ceremony I met lots of 
people who’d lost incredible 
amounts of weight and it 
had totally changed their 
lives.’

Meeting Mr McGuiness 
marked the end of what 
Eileen called a ‘great year’ 
for her members. She 
said: ‘Obviously the most 
important thing of all is 
that our members have lost 
weight and improved their 
health throughout 2013 and 
we’re so proud of all of our 

members.’ 
Mr McGuiness co-hosted 

the event at Birmingham’s 
International Convention 
Centre with Slimming 
World’s chairwoman and 
founder Margaret Miles-
Bramwell OBE.

Eileen Foley was delighted 
to meet comedian and 

TV presenter Paddy 
McGuinness.

Slimming World 
manager meets 
Paddy McGuinnes

is a huge achievement. 
‘We couldn’t think of a 

better way of marking the 
occasion than inviting a 
whole host of great musi-
cians to come and celebrate 
with us over the day and into 
the evening.’

Caroline Packman, 
director of Homecoming 
Scotland, said: ‘The Fèis 
an Eilein was named ‘Best 

Community Event’ in the 
Highland 2007 project and 
was always a popular part 
of the Highlands’ artistic 
calendar, attracting visitors 
from all over the world.  

‘We are delighted to see 
it and all the other great 
SEALL events as part of the 
Homecoming celebrations 
and look forward to giving 
them our full support.’OBAN will soon host its 

after the Scottish Agricul-
tural College part-funded 
the event.

Oban Phoenix Cinema 
hosted a meeting last night 
(Wednesday) to discuss 
a draft plan for the tasty 
combination, which will be 
held at the end of April. 

It is hoped the event will 

food producers through the 

community-owned cinema.
Starting on April 28 and 

lasting seven days, the event 
will also host a range of 
speakers and a showcase of 
the best local food produc-

ers have to offer. 
Among the other events 

set to be hosted by the 
cinema during the week 
is a food hygiene course, a 
marketplace for local brew-
ers and distillers, several 
workshops and an open day.

Cinema director Louise 
Glen-Lee said: ‘The cinema 
has recently won the Scot-
tish Urban Regeneration 
Foundation award and 
this festival will allow us 
to look at our role in the 
regeneration in the food and 
drink sector. 

‘Our analysis shows that 

cinema, and local produc-
ers.’

Oban to host first ever Food and 
Film Festival

FRIDAY - February 7
1.30pm, AVA referendum debate, Argyllshire Gathering Halls, Oban
7.30pm, Oban Accordion and Fiddle Club annual dance, Oban

SATURDAY - February 8
10.30am, Coffee morning, Oban Congregational Church
7pm, Ceilidh, West End Hotel, Fort William

MONDAY - February 10
7.30pm, Royal British Legion meeting, Royal Hotel, Oban

TUESDAY - February 11
7.30pm, Whist drive, Glencruitten Golf Club

WEDNESDAY - February 12
8pm, Inveraray and District Accordion and Fiddle Club, Argyll Hotel, 
Inveraray
8.30pm, fundraising screening of Jaws, Oban Phoenix Cinema 

FRIDAY - February 14
10.30am, Valentine’s craft workshop, Atlantis Leisure, Oban

SATURDAY - February 15
7.30pm, Annual Skye Ceilidh, West End Hotel, Fort William
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ONLY

£25

Let that special 
someone in 
your life know 
how much 
you care

A 5 x2 colour ad 
with photo and 
message

Valentine’s
messages

Joan Smith

Happy Valentine’s Day 
Joan from your loving 
husband John xxx

(sample ad)

• Grudge Match (12A)
A pair of aging boxing rivals are coaxed 
out of retirement to fight one final bout 
- 30 years after their last match. 
• The Wolf of Wall Street (18)
Based on the true story of Jordan Belfort; 
his rise to a wealthy stockbroker living 
the high life to his fall involving crime, 
corruption and the federal government. 
• American Hustle (15)
A fictional film set in the alluring world 
of one of the most stunning scandals to 
rock our nation, American Hustle tells 
the story of brilliant con man Irving 
Rosenfeld (Christian Bale), who along 
with his equally cunning and seductive 
British partner Sydney Prosser (Amy 
Adams) is forced to work for a wild FBI 
agent Richie DiMaso (Bradley Cooper). 
• Mr. Peabody & Sherman    (U 
tbc) Using his most ingenious invention, 
the WABAC machine, Mr. Peabody and 
his adopted boy Sherman hurtle back in 
time to experience world-changing events 
first-hand and interact with some of the 
greatest characters of all time. They find 
themselves in a race to repair history and 
save the future.
• Jack Ryan: Shadow Recruit 
(12A)

Jack Ryan, as a young covert CIA analyst, 
uncovers a Russian plot to crash the U.S. 
economy with a terrorist attack. While 
working as a junior analyst for the 
CIA’s Directorate of Intelligence, Jack 
Ryan inadvertently uncovers evidence 
of an imminent terrorist attack. With no 
intelligence to verify his discovery, Ryan 
is promoted to field agent and sent to 
Moscow to continue his investigation, 
where he soon encounters Viktor 
Cherevin, an enigmatic businessman at 
the centre of a plot to cripple the global 
economy.
• I, Frankenstein (12A)
200 years after his shocking creation, Dr 
Frankenstein’s creature, Adam, still walks 
the Earth. But when he finds himself 
in the middle of a war over the fate of 
humanity, Adam discovers he holds the 
key that could destroy humankind. With 
a cast that includes Aaron Eckhart and 
Bill Nighy, this is a thriller that is not to 
be missed!
• Nebraska (15)
An aging, booze-addled father makes 
the trip from Montana to Nebraska 
with his estranged son in order to claim 
a million-dollar Mega Sweepstakes 
Marketing prize.  “NEBRASKA” is a father 

and son road trip, from Billings, Montana 
to Lincoln, Nebraska that gets waylaid at 
a small town in central Nebraska, where 
the father grew up and has scores to 
settle. Told with deadpan humour and 
a unique visual style, it’s ultimately the 
story of a son trying to get through to a 
father he doesn’t understand. 
• Jaws – LochWatch (12A) 
LochWatch is a registered charity with the 
sole purpose of saving lives on Loch Awe.  
More than 100 volunteers support the 
work of the small charitable board.  2014 
will see the charity run a safety boat on 
the Loch.  Any funds raised will go to help 
and support the work of the charity. 
It’s a hot summer on Amity Island, a small 
community whose main business is its 
beaches. When new Sheriff Martin Brody 
discovers the remains of a shark attack 
victim, his first inclination is to close the 
beaches to swimmers. This doesn’t sit well 
with Mayor Larry Vaughn and several of 
the local businessmen. Brody backs down 
to his regret as that weekend a young 
boy is killed by the predator. The dead 
boy’s mother puts out a bounty on the 
shark and Amity is soon swamped with 
amateur hunters and fisherman hoping 
to cash in on the reward.
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 Grudge Match Thurs 6th 18.00
The Wolf of Wall Street Thurs 6th 19.00 (Screen 2)
American Hustle Thurs 6th 20.30
Mr. Peabody & Sherman Sat 8th 13.30 3D, 15.30 2D

Sun 9th 13.00 3D
Jack Ryan: Shadow Recruit Fri 7th 18.00 Sat 8th 20.30

Sun 9th 21.00 Mon 10th 20.30
Tues 11th 18.00 Wed 12th 18.00
Thurs 13th 18.00

I, Frankenstein Fri 7th 20.30 3D Sat 8th 18.00 2D
Sun 9th 15.30 3D Mon 10th 18.00 2D
Tues 11th 20.30 3D Wed 12th 14.00 2D
Thurs 13th 20.30 3D

Nebraska Fri 7th 19.00 (Screen 2) Sat 8th 19.00 (Screen 2)
Sun 9th 18.30 Mon 10th 19.00 (Screen 2)
Tues 11th 19.00 (Screen 2) Wed 12th 19.00 (Screen 2)
Thurs 13th 15.30

Jaws Wed 12th 20.30 Te
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Application Form
Name. .............................................................................................................................
Address. .........................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................
Email ..............................................................................................................................

Adult (£12) Child (£10) Pass (tick box selection)
FURTHER PASSES

Name. .............................................................................................................................

Adult (£12) Child (£10) (tick box selection)
Name..............................................................................................................................

Adult (£12) Child (£10) (tick box selection)
Name..............................................................................................................................

Adult (£12) Child (£10) (tick box selection)

I have enclosed all photographs required and a cheque

2014 APPLICATION FORM

Every Scottish Sea Life Sanctuary visit is a fascinating 
journey beneath the waves. Now you can see it all when 
you claim your 12 month local residents Sea Life Annual 
Pass (Oban Centre Only).

Claim your pass, using the Oban Times’ application form, and 
pay just £12. A child’s annual pass will cost just £10. Children 
under three go free of charge. Your annual pass will entitle you 
to 12 months unlimited entry to The Scottish Sea Life Sanctuary 
Oban, 20% discount in the Sea Life Sanctuary gift shops, 20% 
off hot drinks at the centre, a half price guide book and entry 
to our special events including our Easter Eggstravaganza and 
Winter Wonderland fun day to name a few.

To claim this offer, complete the below application form and, 
along with an up to date passport sized photograph, take it along 
to the Scottish Sea Life Sanctuary, Oban, at any time in February 
2014. You can also post your application, complete with a 
stamped self addresssed envelope, photo and a cheque for the 
appropriate amount, made payable to Merlin Entertainments, to 
Scottish Sea Life Sanctuary, Barcaldine, Oban, Argyll, PA37 1SE.

•O
NE

YE
AR

UNLIMITEDENTRY•ONE
YEAR

UNLIM
ITED

ENTRY •ONE YEAR UNLIM
ITE

D
EN

TR
Y

Adult
£12

Children

£10 Annual pass reader offer

COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD

Oban Congregational Church
COFFEE MORNING

Saturday February 8th
10.30am - 2.00pm

Tea or Coffee & Cakes £2.50
Soup/Bread £2.00

SPECIAL LUNCHTIME OFFER
Soup/Bread followed by

Tea/Coffee & Cakes Only £4.00
Sales Stalls

All proceeds to church funds

WHAT’S ON
COMMUNITY

NOTICE
 BOARD

01631
568000

Inveraray & District 
Accordion & Fiddle Club

Argyll Hotel, 
Inveraray

Wednesday 12th 
February at 8.00pm

Guest Artistes
From Prestwick
Ian Muir Trio

Supporting players most 
welcome

Meur Loch Abair
CEILIDH

West End Hotel, Fort William
Saturday, February 8 @ 7pm
Showcasing local talent from 

the recent National Mod.
Robert Robertson - Gold 

Medal Winner
Dance Band: Hugh MacCallum 

& Andrew MacDonald

Children free.
In aid of local Mod

Advertise in the
Community

Notice Board
for just £15.71

 (plus VAT)
This section is available to 
charitable organisations
 with a charity number.

All AGM’s will be placed 
on the Public Notice Page 
Please ask for details

 ANNUAL SKYE CEILIDH
West End Hotel, Ft William
Sat February 15th @ 7.30pm

Calum Ross, Catriona Fair,
Donald Murray, Maggie 

MacDonald, Ruraidh 
MacDiarmid, Fiona Ross

Fear an Taighe: Alan Campbell
Music: Ross MacPherson

Admission £10 
A tribute will be made to the late 

John Farquhar Munro

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.
com/obantimes

DANCERS as young as 
three took to the stage for 
the annual Eilidh MacInnes 
School of Dance Show.

The performance in Oban’s 
Corran Halls was well 
attended by parents and sup-
porters and was a celebration 
of another successful season 
for the dance school. 

A total of 45 dancers 
performed before awards 
were given to dancer of the 
year Katie MacPherson, 
who was also recognised 
for winning the Argyll 
under-16 championship this 
season, and most promising 

dancer Daniel Craik. Oban 
Pipe Band opened the show 
and played for the dancers, 
who showcased traditional 
Highland dancing, national 
dancing and choreography 
by Eilidh.

Among the stars of the 
show, however, were three-
year-olds Lewis Douglas, 
Sophie Black and Mara 
Megan.

At the conclusion of the 
evening dancers received 

-
als and trophies from the 
Scottish Dance Teachers’ 
Alliance.

Dance teacher Eilidh MacInnes with dancer of the year 
Katie MacPherson and most promising dancer Daniel 

Craik. See page 16 for a group picture. 16_t06eilidh02

Dance school 
celebrates
another 
successful
season

OBAN Phoenix Cinema 
hosted a showcase event 
last Saturday to allow 
those who competed at 
a recent Opportunity 
Knocks a second chance 
in the spotlight.

The performers had all 
auditioned to be the act 
leading the Oban 2013 
Hogmanay celebrations 
at Station Square.

Although Amy Leigh 
Boyce and Oban High 
School’s traditional 
musicians won the right 
to perform at the New 
Year celebration, another 
dozen acts took part and 
impressed the judges.

So much so that they 
were given another 
chance to show off their 
talents.

Opportunity 
Knocks 
participants 
given second 
chance to shine

THE INVERARAY and 
District Accordion and 
Fiddle Club got 2014 off to 
a great start at the Argyll 
Hotel with a packed house.

Guest artistes were the Ar-
chie MacAllister Trio, with 

Alex on accordion and Ian 
‘Stretch’ MacFadyen, from 
the Isle of Mull, on drums.

It was good to see Alex 
playing again and back to 
good health after his stroke 
two years ago.

Archie and Alex are no 
strangers to the club having 
been guest artistes many 
times over the last 22 years. 
Indeed, some folk had trav-

Ayrshire especially to hear 
the MacAllister boys.

Supporting players were 

plentiful too with Fyne 
Folk – Nick MacFarlane 
on accordion, Sally Hall 

-
dle and Agnes Liddell on 
keyboard.

Also, the Rothesay duo 
-

dle and Jimmy Duncan 
on accordion; Margaret 
Kemp on accordion; James 
MacArthur and Calum Sut-
cliffe on melodeon; Mairi 

accompaniment and Jake 
MacKay on the ‘moothie’. 

Mairi, from Lochgilphead, 

the club and showed what 
an accomplished young 

Next week the club wel-
comes back the Ian Muir 
Trio from Prestwick. 

The Adele Askew School of Dance choreographed a 
modern routine. 16_t06showcase01

Young guitarist Jamie Forgrieve. 16_t06showcase02

start for Inveraray 
Accordion and 
Fiddle Club

A PIPER who followed 
his wife into joining Oban 
Pipe Band last season was 
the headline performer at 
the January recital of Neth-
erlorn Piping Society.

Gordon McCready was 
supported last Wednesday, 
in Oban’s Argyllshire Gath-
ering Halls, by a number of 
Angus MacColl’s piping 
pupils

As a 20 year old, Gordon 

Eileen, at a European Pipe 
Band Championships when 
he played with Glasgow 
Skye Pipe Band and she 
piped with Dunoon Gram-
mar School. 

The couple now live 
in Renfrew but compete 
together with Oban Pipe 
Band.

Now 38 years old, Gordon 
also pipes in solo competi-
tions and the former silver Gordon McCready. 

16_t05piping01

medallist at the Argyllshire 
Gathering will be going for 
gold this August.

Gordon McCready 
headline performer at 
January’s Netherlorn 
Piping Society recital

A PARTY of 22 senior 
pupils and three staff from 
Lochaber High School 
enjoyed a week of fabulous 
skiing and boarding in the 
Three Valleys resort of Les 
Menuires during the New 
Year week.  

Blue sky, sunshine and 
some fresh snow ensured 
that many miles of pistes 
were covered on a daily 
basis including skiing into 
neighbouring resorts of 
Val Thorens, Meribel, 
Courcheval, La Tania and 
La Praz.  

Piper Ewen MacQueen 
ensured that the assembled 
crowds were able to experi-
ence ‘Hogmanay’ and the 
‘Strictly Come Ceilidh’ 
dance competition, proving 

what fantastic ambassadors 
the pupils were in foreign 
climes.

Some brave souls even 
managed to wear kilts on the 
slopes on New Year morn-
ing and gathered many an 
admiring glance and query 
about their heritage. 

Depute head teacher Isobel 
MacKenzie said: ‘It was an 
absolute pleasure to take 
such a fabulous group of 
pupils on this school trip.’

Before travelling, the 
pupils and staff visited the 
Lochaber Mountain Rescue 
Centre and were given ex-
cellent advice on mountain 
safety, ensuring that they 
were able to demonstrate 
their leadership skills in 
France.

Lochaber High School pupils enjoyed their time on the 
slopes in France.

Lochaber High School ski trip a great success

ANIMAL lovers in the 
Highlands and islands are 
being invited to experience a 
once in a lifetime adventure 
while raising funds for the 
Scottish SPCA.

Climbing Mount Kili-
manjaro, trekking the Inca 
Trail in Peru or cycling from 
London to Paris are among 
some of the exciting trips on 
offer.

Elaine Floyd, from the 
Scottish SPCA, said: ‘If you 
are looking for a new chal-
lenge this is a fantastic way 
to help local animals while 
doing something incredible.

‘There are over 30 trips to 
choose from and they cater 
for all abilities. It’s a great 

way for people to travel 
somewhere they’ve never 
been before while making 
a real difference to the lives 
abused, abandoned and 
injured animals in the local 
area.

‘While there’s a registra-
tion fee for all the trips 
as well as a minimum 
fundraising target, we’ll do 
everything we can to help 
our supporters meet their 
goal.

Anyone interested in 
taking part is being invited 
to call the Scottish SPCA 
fundraising team on 03000 
999 999 (option 4) or email 
fundraising@scottishspca.
org.

Adventure seekers called to help 
raise money for the Scottish SPCA



14 FEATURE Thursday 6 February, 2014 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

Lochaber Action on Disability • Lochaber District

Lunch Club
Freshly prepared two course home-made cuisine

Every day: Monday - Friday
Arrive for 12.30pm
Served at 1.00pm

£4.50 per head
Come along and enjoy our open friendly manner at Caol Community Centre

All ages welcome
L.A.D.’s fully accessible transport available on request.

Give us a call on 01397 701171 and ask for 
Laura or just turn up and give us a try!

COMMUNITY CAFE
(You can find us opposite Caol Post Office, Glenloy Street, Caol)

Monday - Friday 9.30 - 3.00pm • Saturday 9.30 - 12.30pm
Chef’s Special

Homemade Soup, Toastie and a cup of tea / coffee £3.80
Afternoon Special

Homemade scone and a cup of tea / Coffee £2.10
Hot or Cold Roll and Drink of your choice

(1 filling) £2.70, (2 fillings) £3.00

Don’t dig too deep for

TOOL HIRE
For all your tool hire visit 

Jewson Fort William today!

Access equipment - Power tools
Earth moving - Mixing

Floor preparation - Site equipment
Landscaping - and much more...

Hiring to all of the Fort William, Oban, 
Lochgilphead and Campbeltown area

North Road, Fort William PH33 6TQ
Call Kevin on 01397 701086 / 07920 826502
Email: kevin.orr@jewson.co.uk or
www.jewson.co.uk/toolhire
for more information

A centre of excellence for adult care which provides the following 
services to the wider community in the Lochaber area.

Residential and Nursing care for 30 resident, inclusive of 2  NHS 
intermediate care beds 

Sheltered Flats • Day Care
Lunch Club with additional activities 
throughout the week Monday-Friday

Should you require any additional information  please contact:
The Manager, Abbeyfield Ballachulish Society Ltd,

Park Road, Ballachulish, PH49 4JS
Telephone 01855 812950   Email- abb.ballachulish@btconnect.com

19th - 23rd
THE FORT William Mountain 

Festival is back, with five 

days of workshops, sporting 

events, films and lectures. 

Celebrating culture and sport from 

the hills, the event kicks off with a 

launch night on February 19, including 

a torchlight descent of Aonach Mor 

by local outdoor athletes on skis, 

bike and foot.
Enthusiasts can attend courses 

on ice climbing in Kinlochleven, 

skiing and snowboarding in Torlundy or 

winter walking at Nevis Range 

from February 19-23. 

A two day emergency first 

aid course offers a practical way to 

learn life-saving skills while language 

buffs can attend a Gaelic taster session 

to learn mountain, hill and geographic 

names.  
Lochaber Athletic Club will join in 

the fun with a four mile hill race, leav-

ing from Lochaber Leisure Centre on 

Saturday 22.
Photography fans will be well catered 

for with a red deer photo safari and an 

adventure photography workshop. 

Mike Pescod, chairman of the High-

land Mountain Culture Association, 

organisers of the Festival, said: ‘The 

Fort William Mountain Festival con-

tinues to get incredible support from 

local people, enthusiasts from across 

Scotland and the UK, and businesses 

from all sectors. 
‘It’s guaranteed to inspire, entertain 

and educate. It caters for a wide 

spectrum of enthusiasts from armchair 

adventurers to climbers and mountain-

eers to mountain bikers and budding 

wildlife photographers.’

He added: ‘Celebrating the landscape 

that surrounds us in Fort William is 

the inspiration behind the mountain 

festival.’
The event is timed to coincide with the 

best winter walking, climbing and ski-

ing conditions of the year but if staying 

warm indoors sounds more appealing 

there is a range of film screenings and 

lectures on offer. Documentary ‘Trac-

ing Skylines’ follows six skiers on a 

worldwide adventure and will be shown 

at the Nevis Centre on opening night.

Hill Running Highs on Friday 21 

features a showing of ‘The Dragons 

Back’ and adventure tales by speaker 

Manny Gorman. Afterwards, a question 

and answer session will be held with 

four-time consecutive Ben Nevis race 

winner, Dr Finlay Wild from Fort William 

among the panellists.

Fort William Mountain Festival has 

events to suit every budget, with event 

tickets from £5 and many child admis-

sions at just £3. 
The seventh Scottish Award for 

Excellence in Mountain Culture will be 

presented to during the festival. This 

coveted award recognises outstanding 

contributions to Scotland’s mountains, 

whether it be through sport, photogra-

phy, film or the arts.  Climber, writer and 

instructor Andy Nesbit will receive the 

award on Saturday 22.

Wishing the 2014 Fort William 
Mountain Festival every success
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Contact us on 0845 4000 300
or info@ajgparcels.com

SENDING PARCELS?
FED UP WITH HIGH COSTS?

LOOK NO FURTHER THAN AJG.
Now with a depot in Oban, along 

with depots in Fort William, 
Lochgilphead and Dunoon, AJG 
can offer a cheaper rate than our 

competitors for a UK wide service.

you could save.

Argyll & Highland Deliveries
0845 4000 300

d February

APPLY NOW
School of Adventure Studies full time: Outdoor Adventure >Advanced Outdoor Leadership
BA (Hons) Adventure TourismManagement

Full time: Administration > Professional Cookery > Construction Skills > Child, Health & Social Care
NC & HNC Early Education and Childcare >Maritime Skills > Rural Skills >Music
Access to Higher Education > HNC Administration and IT *Art & Design > * Hairdressing *Portree

Degree Options: BA (Hons) Applied Music >many UHI degree choices
Call for your place: 01397 874246 West Highland College UHI is a company limited by guarantee (SC153921) with charitable status (SC024193)

West Highland College UHI: School of Adventure Studies

The outdoor adventure industry in Scotland is growing fast 

and there are fantastic opportunities for young people to have a 

fulfilling career in the industry. 
West Highland College UHI has created a series of full time courses to equip 

students with the skills and the experience to qualify them for employment 

in this area. The courses are run by our School of Adventure Studies depart-

ment.
The Isle of Skye and Fort William provide the perfect setting to train for a 

career in the Outdoors.The west coast seas are relatively sheltered and the gulf-stream keeps 

temperatures higher than would be expected at this latitude. The 

many small islets and sea lochs offer some of the most amazing 

coastal wildernesses for kayak and open canoe exploration.  

With the Cuillin and the Nevis range, both  Alpine in nature within close 

reach of our college centres in Broadford, Isle of Skye and Fort William, 

our students tackle challenging walking and climbing right from the start.

These are the perfect places to learn the skills for a career in the outdoors; 

if you can look after yourself here you can look after yourself anywhere!

The School of Adventure Studies offers the following courses:

• Certificate in Outdoor Adventure: Broadford, Isle of Skye 

• Advanced Certificate in Outdoor Leadership: Fort William

• BA(Hons) Adventure Tourism Management: Fort William

For more information and to apply: go to http://www.whc.uhi.ac.uk/courses

S
pecial insight from Broadford, Isle of Skye

It can be difficult to start a career in the outdoors. 

Many young people have great enthusiasm but not 

much relevant experience.   Lack of transport and 

specialist equipment can also be a barrier. The Certificate 

in Outdoor Adventure which is based in in Broadford 

addresses these issues by providing transport and equip-

ment to students. The Adventure Base boasts a full range 

of equipment for students to use while on the course while 

providing an opportunity for students to see how equipment 

must be kept in order to comply with industrial standards 

– something that future employers look for. 

A team of highly skilled and very well qualified practition-

ers contribute to the course and students soon learn at the 

outset how to look after themselves and build on experi-

ences in an informed manner, being able to make good 

judgements and good decisions in challenging outdoor 

environments. Being competent as an individual is a vital 

part of learning to be an instructor where you have to look 

after others. The Outdoor Adventure Certificate provides 

students with a full range of skills in all disciplines. Having 

completed this course students are better prepared for 

the Advanced Leadership course and applicants should 

consider this route, progressing to Fort William on comple-

tion.
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Two fit fitters at Scottish Power’s Cruachan Power station scaled 
a mountain - from the inside - to raise funds for the campaign to 
build Scotland’s first children’s hospices. Martin Ward, bottom, 

and Alistair Dewar begin their charity ascent of Cruachan Power 
Station’s 1,000-step staircase - the longest in Britain. t04twenty05

‘There’s some are fou o’ love divine; There’s some are fou o’ brandy;’ (The Holy Fair)
At the annual meeting of the Burns Club of Oban, in the Regent Hotel, it was the church’s turn 
to kneel at the stool of repentance. The chairman, Larry Forgrieve, welcomed the Rev Duncan 

Capewell, who gave the Immortal Memory as, ‘one of my Sunday School pupils’. Another local lad, 
the Rev Archie Lamont toasted, ‘the Land we Live in.’ t04twenty06

Burns Club of Oban toasts The Bard

Budding reporters from 
Plockton Primary School 
in Ross-shire have won a 

national newspaper prize. 
The 12 pint-sized investiga-

tive journalists scooped other 
mini hacks from schools all 

over the Highlands with 
their tabloid newspaper, 

written for the year 2015, in 
a Daily Record Newspapers 
in Education competition. 

t04twenty02

Plockton
primary
takes top 
prize

Left: Para Handy would have 
been proud of them. Clad in 
shorts, two Inveraray boys 

braved biting winds to play the 
parts of Para Handy’s creator 

Neil Munro and his best friend 
Charlie Maitland for a BBC 

documentary film crew.
Taking a break from filming 

are Charles Gribben and Ross 
Griffin, with cameraman Gerry 

Kelly, director Tim Niel and 
production assistant Carmen 

Squillante. t04twenty01

Boys star
in Neil 
Munro play

There may be a 63-year gap between them, but Ian Finlayson, 
aged 77, and Jamie Coe, 14, share a common interest. For both 

are members of the Plockton Bowling Club, which recently 
clinched this season’s Lochalsh Bowling League Championship. 

In his younger days Ian was a fine golfer and shinty player.  
t04twenty04

Inveraray autocross duo, Fiona Nelson and Robert Cameron, 
travelled to the City Mills Hotel, Perth, towards the end of 

January to collect last season’s awards at a presentation dinner, 
hosted by the East of Scotland Association of Car Clubs.

Fiona Nelson displays her trophies. t04twenty03

Inveraray autocross duo 
show their mettle Charity climb inside Cruachan

Bowling a game for all ages
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Highland dancers light up the Corran Halls stage
No fewer than 45 Highland dancers from the Eilidh MacInnes School of Dance received exam certificates from the Scottish Dance Teachers’ Alliance at the school’s annual show. Eilidh is pictured with her 

dancers at the conclusion of the show last Thursday.  16_t06eilidh01

AN AWARD-winning Argyll 
chef and ambitious Oban hotel 
owners have joined forces to 
create what they believe can be a 
world-renowned restaurant.

Gary Goldie, the new execu-
tive chef at The Queens Hotel on 
Oban’s Esplanade, is the face of 
the new restaurant, garygoldie@
thequeens, and he plans to create 
a unique menu based around 
ingredients foraged from the 
local area.

Rosettes
After gaining three AA ro-

settes at Ardanaiseig Hotel, near 
Kilchrenan, during which time 
he was named Scottish Chef 
of the Year, Gary travelled to 
Europe to further hone his craft. 

He gained a stage (a work 
placement for accomplished 
chefs) at Noma in Copenhagen, 
a restaurant voted the world’s 
best for three consecutive years 
between 2010-2012. He also 
spent four months at the Belgian 
restaurant In De Wulf, another 

Unique restaurant aims to 
put Oban on the world map

considered as one of Europe’s 

‘As a stagier at Noma I learnt 

- everyone knew who was going 
to be eating that night. The chefs 
served the food and were able to 
explain how they prepared the 
dish.

‘We want to do the same here, 
so we can describe the food and 
explain how the ingredients 
were collected. People eat with 

‘At Ardanaiseig I had a chance 
of a Michelen Star but I was 
playing it safe and felt I needed 
to be more creative.

‘When I went to In De Wulf 
they didn’t care about rosettes 
and stars, they just took an 
ingredient and tried something 
with it. They knew what would 
work.

‘I learned to enjoy being 
creative and not get hung up on 
awards. If the restaurant is good 
enough, the awards will come.’

Gary is the only chef in the 
UK making ice cream from a 

According to Gary, it tastes 
like cloves and the scope of his 
menus will only be limited by 
what he can forage.

Foraged
He said: ‘The menu will focus 

more on foraged ingredients and 
locally sourced food, using all 
elements from the sea, seashore 
and the land.

‘It will be worthwhile for peo-
ple to try something they have 
never tasted before.

‘Although there is a set menu, 

have information on dietary 
requirements and preferences.’

To achieve their ambition 
the hotel’s owners have had 

keeping it separate from tables 
serving bar meals.

A section of the restaurant 
has been removed to limit the 
number of covers to 32 and re-

decorating has been underway 
in earnest. 

‘We are throwing away the 
rule book and creating a new 
concept,’ said Susan Hyams, one 
of the hotel’s directors. 

‘People will know they can 
come to Oban for something 
unique.’

Far from being expensive and 
elitist garygoldie@thequeens 
intends to be all inclusive.

‘We are breaking the mould,’ 
said Susan. ‘It’s going to be more 
of a theatrical experience than 
just a meal.

‘The top restaurants in the 
world these days are getting 

longer all cut crystal and silver. 
‘That’s not to say we will be 

of a lower standard, just more 
modern.’

Although the date for the of-

the restaurant is open to locals 
for Valentine’s Day and is cur-
rently taking bookings.

Gary Goldie forages for ingredients on the Oban shore. 16_t06gary01

Chef Gary Goldie teams up with Queens Hotel

THE ISLE of Eigg is the latest 
remote West Highland commu-
nity to set up a First Responders 
team. 

Nine islanders have signed up 
to a Scottish Ambulance Service 
course on stabilising patients 

-
gency situations.

Eigg has a permanent popula-
tion of around 90 but is a popular 
summer destination for visitors. 

The island comes under the 
new West Lochaber Medical 
Practice, which was set up last 
year by NHS Highland as a new 
model for rural health care.

But moves to recruit the six 
GPs required proved unsuc-
cessful, meaning locums are 
currently providing cover.       

Eigg First Responders team 
member Lucy Conway told The 
Oban Times: ‘We do not have a 
doctor full time at the moment 
so this means we will have 
somebody in the area that can 
respond.

to help coordinate with medical 
and emergency services.

‘Alan Knox of the Scottish 
Ambulance Service in Fort Wil-
liam has been helping us.’

She added: ‘If somebody has a 
medical emergency on the island 
and phones 999 the emergency 
centre in Inverness will decide 
the best response.

‘They will either send out a 
doctor or dispatch us if appro-
priate and at the same time may 
dispatch a helicopter.’

Eigg forms 
Responders
group

A SPEAN Bridge woman has 
been ordered to carry out unpaid 
work in the community after 
making false statements to the 
police.

Kelly Reid of 11 Spean Park 
told police her former partner 
John McPhee had stolen her car 
and threatened to kill her on 
November 14 last year.

The 33 year-old admitted three 
days later that the car was the 
property of Mr McPhee and he 
had not threatened her, Fort Wil-
liam Sheriff Court heard.

Reid pled guilty at a previous 
hearing last month.

Sheriff Richard Davidson is-
sued 60 hours of unpaid work in 
the community. 

He said: ‘The police service 
has never been under a greater 
strain than it is at the moment 
so they simply cannot afford to 
have their time wasted.’ 

Spean woman lied 
to police A FORT William man admit-

ted behaving in a threatening 
and abusive manner to his 
girlfriend. 

Stuart Young of Khan Yunis, 
Lundavra Road repeatedly 
shouted at Nina Walker, pulled 
bed covers from her and strug-
gled with her in the early hours 
on December 26 last year. 

Miss Walker fell down the stairs 
as she tried to get away from the 
30 year-old and suffered a knee 
fracture, Fort William Sheriff 
Court heard. 

Procurator Fiscal Laura Ryan 
said: ‘She stumbled on the stairs, 
there is no suggestion that she 
was pushed.’

Sheriff Richard Davidson 
deferred sentencing until March 
4 for a social work report. 

‘If the argument had not taken 
place, she wouldn’t have been on 
the stairs to fall down them,’ he 
said. 

Threatening 
behaviour

COLL was awash with star-gaz-
ers and wellwishers last week as 

-
self as a Dark Sky Community.

the accolade, there was a real 
sense of celebration for the small 
voluntary committee who led the 
bid to achieve Dark Skies status.

Suitably for the occasion, the 
clouds stayed away and allowed 
the gathering a clear view of 
Orion and its other neighbours 
in the Milky Way.

Steve Owen from Dark Sky 
International visited the island 
last Monday to join the celebra-
tions and speak at the launch of 
the title.

He said: ‘Coll is unique be-
cause of its natural environment 
and is one of only 26 places in 
the world with this internation-
ally recognised status.’

The campaign to have the 
island gain Dark Sky status 
was led by Julie Oliphant, Paula 
Smalley, Tony Oliver and Olvin 
Smith. It is hoped it will lead to 
an increase in year-round tour-
ism to the island.

Julie and Paula said they were 
delighted with the turnout, 
which was ‘the culmination 
of two years of hard work by a 
small group’.

The group has not received any 
grants.

The Dark Skies group will 
have more demonstrations and 
talks in the near future. 

The next event is on March 5 at 
7pm in Coll Hotel.

Coll celebrates 
Dark Sky 
status
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Harbro Country Store, Annat, Corpach
Tel 01397 772434 Open Monday-Friday, 9.00am-5.00pm
Saturday, 9.00am-12.00pm 
Harbro Country Store, Kilmory Ind. Est., Lochgilphead
Tel 01546 603804 Open Monday-Friday, 8.00am-5.00pm
www.harbrocountrystores.co.uk 

COMPLETE DOG FOOD

Woofers is formulated to meet the nutritional requirements 
of working and active dogs. 

Tasty beef and salmon

For life on the go...

Keeping it local

Know exactly where your meat has come from, 
support local producers

SLAUGHTER DATES FOR FEBRUARY 2014

TUESDAY 18TH FEBRUARY • WEDNESDAY 19TH FEBRUARY

DATES ARE BOOKING UP QUICKLY, PLEASE BOOK EARLY
TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT.

Have 100% Faith in your Food 
REARED LOCALLY • KILLED LOCALLY

BUY LOCALLY • EAT LOCALLY

01680 300318    enquiries@mullslaughterhouse.co.uk

QUADS & ATV’s – Full selection of brand new Suzuki King Quads. 
Also brand new Arctic Cat 700 Diesels in stock. 

Good selection of used quads in stock all serviced/new tyres/warranty

McCormick CX105, 2007, c/w Quicke loader........................................................................................................................................ £19,495
Manitou MLT telehandler, 53 reg, comfort control, PUH, full spec ....................................................................................................£16,495
John Deere 6210 c/w loader, 2002 reg, JD loader .............................................................................................................................£15,995
Zetor 6341 Super, 2002, 52 reg, c/w Mailleux MX 75 loader .............................................................................................................£14,495
Case 4240 XL, 1996 P reg, 4WD, 2 spools, PUH/Drawbar, aircon, 1 owner ......................................................................................£12,995
Deutz 4.47 AgroXtra, 4wd, 1994 L reg, c/w Quicke 640 loader .........................................................................................................£12,495
Case 4230 4wd, 1994 M reg, c/w Quicke 750 loader/3rd service/joystick, 2 spools, PUH, 540/1000 PTO .....................................£12,495
Zetor 6340 c/w Traclift  loader, 1999 reg, 4500 hours ....................................................................................................................... £11,995
Fiat Agri 82-94 DT, 1994 L reg, c/w Quicke 3260 loader/4ft bucket, 2 spools .................................................................................. £11,795
Landini 9880 Evolution 4wd, 2001 Y reg, 95 HP ................................................................................................................................£10,795
John Deere 3300, 1996 reg, cleanest around ..................................................................................................................................... £11,495
Massey Ferguson 390 1993 K reg, 1 owner from new, 12/12 shuttle ...........................................................................................£11,495.00
Case 995 Super XL, 1994 L reg, 4wd, 1 owner from new ......................................................................................................................£9995
Case 885XL 1992 H reg, 4wd, 2 spools ...................................................................................................................................................£7995
Case 4210, 2wd, 1994 M reg, and Case 885 2wd c/w loader, 2wd, PUH, drawbar, 2 spools ...................................................... from £7495
Zetor 6245 4wd, 1992 H reg, c/w Quicke 4060 loader .............................................................................................................to clear £6495
Massey Ferguson 3070 4wd, 1988 E reg, Autotronic 4x4 powershift ....................................................................................................£5995
Fiat 780 2wd, 1985 B reg, 2 door cab, 2 spools, PUH ............................................................................................................................£5495 
JCB 801.8, 2006, twinspeed tracking, exoanding undercarriage, q-hitch, choice of 5 ................................................. from £8495 - £9495
Case CX 28 excavator , 2002, 3600 hours, c/w 3 buckets, rubber tracks ..............................................................................................£8995
Kubota KX36 mini digger, 2005, c/w 3 buckets, rubber tracks, 2600 hours ........................................................................................£7995
Kubota RTV 900cc utility vehicle, Camo edition, tipping body .............................................................................................................£5495

Gordon Agri, Loch Lomond. www.gordonagri.co.uk
Tel: 01360 661001   Mob: 07801 052 007  

North Argyll Branch Blackface Sheep Breeders Association
AGM

Wednesday 26th February 2014 at 8pm in the Falls of Lora Hotel, Connel
The annual stock judging will be held on Friday 14th February at 7.30pm at 

Dalmally Auction Mart (by kind permission of United Auctions).

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Follow us on 
facebook

Farming Focus
with Lucy Sumsion, NFU Scotland 

regional manager covering Argyll and 
the Islands. 

A SUCCESSFUL dairy farm on 
the community-owned island of 
Gigha has been made available 
for let after the retirement of its 
current occupant.

Ardlamy Farm, which covers 
304.6 hectares of land on the 
south west corner of the island, is 
available from May this year and 
already the tenancy is attracting 
considerable interest, according 

handling the letting on behalf of 
the Gigha Heritage Trust.

Ardlamy is one of four farms 
owned by the Trust, playing an 
important part in the life and 
economy of the island.  The new 
tenant will have the opportunity 
to take an active role in the 
island’s future as a member of 
the Trust.

The island’s long-established 
dairy industry enjoys the support 
of the First Milk farmers’ co-
operative and Campbeltown 
Creamery.

Margaret McSporran, trust 
chairwoman, said: ‘The Isle 
of Gigha has a long history 
of dairy farming and we also 
have a vibrant community, an 

THE NATIONAL Farmers 
Union (NFU) is a membership 
organisation covering the 
whole of the UK in various 
forms. Here in Scotland 
however, NFUS also has a 
strong crofting membership. 
Whilst we do much to 
lobby on behalf of Scottish 
Agriculture Plc, we do also 
support our smaller family 
farmers and crofters. As well 
as being regional manager 
for Argyll and the Islands, 
I also cover crofting policy. 
This involves supporting 
our Crofting Highlands and 
Islands Committee, which 
meets regularly throughout the 
year, usually in Invermoriston. 
I also represent the union at 
the Cross Party Group on 
Crofting, which meets every 
six weeks in Holyrood. 

So wearing my crofting 
policy ‘hat’, I recently had the 
opportunity to visit Shetland. 
Not the best of places, you 
might think, to visit in mid-
January, but I did manage to 
get there and back within 24 
hours without getting storm 
bound! I went with Sandy 
Murray, chair of our Crofting 
Committee and we were 
there to speak at the Shetland 
branch AGM. Having never 
been to Shetland before it was 
a fascinating place to visit. 

NFU Scotland crofting 
members there were very 
concerned about a number 
of issues relating to crofting 
legislation that are proving 
problematic in their 
implementation, partly as a 

SCOTLAND’S management of 

for purpose in the 21st century’, First 
Minister Alex Salmond has said.

The Scottish Government has now 
asked outgoing Scottish Natural 
Heritage (SNH) chairman Andrew 
Thin to chair an independent review 

Scotland. The aims of the review are 
to develop and promote a modern, 
evidence-based management system 
and to manage, conserve and develop 

FARMERS in North Argyll and their ‘better 
halves’ are being offered a Valentine’s Day date 
with a difference - a stockjudging competition at 
Dalmally.

The North Argyll Blackface Sheep Breeders 
committee is hosting its annual stock judging at 
7.30pm next Friday at Dalmally Auction Mart, by 
kind permission of United Auctions Ltd.

There will be an open tup hogg class and a home 

Refreshments, soups, teas, drinks will be available 
on the night.

Caledonian Marts 
Stirling
CALEDONIAN Marts sold 239 live 
cattle at their weekly primestock sale 
in Stirling last Thursday, comprising 
114 Bullocks and Heifers,12 Young 
Bulls, 10 OTM Clean and103Cast 
Cows and Bulls.

Sixty-seven bullocks averaged 
216.5p per kilo and sold to 245.5p 
per kilo (twice),both heavy Limousin 
from Brockwoodlees Farm, 
Canonbie or to £1,628 per head for 
775kg Charolais, Cuptree Farm, 
Thornhill.

Forty-seven heifers averaged 215p 
per kilo and sold to 243p per kilo 
(twice), heavy Limousins Learielaw 
Farm, Broxburn and Wester 
Thomaston Farm, Banknock or to 
£1,637 per head for 675kg Aberdeen 
Angus, Wester Thomaston.

Twenty-eight butchers cattle sold 
in excess of 230p per kilo to average 
245p per kilo and sold to 241.5p per 
kg, 630kg Limousin Bullock, Easter 
Mye Farm, Buchlyvie.

Twelve young bulls sold to 230.5p  
per kilo, for a 740kg British Blue or 
£1,702 per head, Greenbank Farm, 
Carluke.

Ten OTM clean cattle sold to 
232.5p per kg for 525kg British Blue 
Heifer Todhall Farm, Cupar or to 
£1354 per head for 640kg Limousin 
Heifer Wester Thomaston.

Also forward were 113 Cast Cows, 
Bulls and OTM Cattle. Limousin 
cow sold to £1,295 from M/s Kerr 
Bankhead Farm.  Friesian cow sold 
to 106p per kilo or £835 from M/s 
Steel, Broughmore.  Limousin Bull 
sold to 136p per kilo or £1,475 M/s 
Kerr, East Cairnbeg.

Dairy cows average 90.2p per kg 
and beef cows average 115.1p per kg

Leading Prices:
Cows: Lim- 148p, £1295 Bankhead, 

195p £1255 Wester Borland; Sim- 
141p £1255 East Cairnbeg, 130p 
£1015 Glenrigg; BB- £1155 East 
Cairnbeg, £975 Eorabus; Char- 137p 
£1125 Eorabus; Fri- 106p £835 
Broughmore.

Cast Bulls: Lim- 136p £1475 East 
Cairnbeg; AA- £1175 East Manuel; 
Sim- £1135 West Broughmore.

Under 48: BB- 233p £1220 Todhall; 
Lim- 227p £1540 West Thomaston.

CALEDONIAN Marts had on offer 
1,754 prime hoggets and 850 cast 
ewes and tups at its Stirling sale on 
Tuesday, January 28. 

Prime Hoggets averaged 180.45p 
(-13.39p on the week) selling to 
238p from DS and RC Taylor, Easter 
Ochtermuthill.

SQQ Hoggets 1274 averaged 

185.08 (-11.3p on the week)
Heavy ewes averaged £64.44 and 

sold to a top of £97.50 for Texels from 
Mr J A Norval, Tullygarth Farm.

Light ewes averaged £51.50 from 
R Downie, Newton of Crathie.

Tups sold to a top of £96.50 for a 
texel from Mr R Downie, Newton of 
Crathie.

Leading Prices p per kilo and £ 
per head: Belt - £101 & £100 Easter 
Ochtermuthill, 216p MeikleSeggie;  
Tex - £95.50 & £95 Letter, 209p 
Ballinloan;  Cont - £95 Drumlochy 
and Easter Buchlyve, 216p 
Drumlochy;  Tex x - £95 & 209p 
Grange of Lindores;  Chev - £94 
& 194p Ballinloan; Belt x - £94 & 
212p Lochend;  Suff - £88 & 200p 
Newton;  Mule - £82.50 Coulshill, 
184p Glenalmond Farms Ltd;  BF 
- £78.50 Dyke, 182p Newton Farm.

Leading Prices:
Ewes: Tex - £95.50 Letter; Suff 

- £90.50 Newton;  Cont - £90.50 
Easter Coates;  Suff x - £86.50 
Newton;  BFL - £83.50 Finmount;  
Chev - £83.50 Ballinloan;  Mule 
- £62.50 Wharlawhill;  BF - £50.50 
Hilltop, £48.50 Drumnessie.

Tups: Tex – £88.50 Newton, £86.50 
Culdees, £83.50 Drumeldric; BF 
- £58.50 Bank. 

United Auctions 
Stirling
UNITED Auctions sold 1,100 store 
cattle and 658 store sheep at its Stir-
ling sale on Wednesday, January 29. 
Bullocks averaged  229.03p (+3.69p) 
to 287.90p per kg for a 198kg BBX 
from East Drumlembie and £1480 
for a 678kg CHX from Deerpark 
Farms.

Heifers averaged 215.26 (-2.91p) 
to 244.30p per kg for a 479kg LimX 
from Carslae and £1240 for a 680kg 
AAX from Victoria.

B & W Bullocks averaged 165.80p 
(+9.76p) to 205.00p per kg for a 
502kg BFX from Knockrivoch 
and £1070 for a 502kg BFX from 
Knockrivoch. 

Young Bulls averaged 212.98p 
to 254.40 per kg for a 338kg SimX 
from Nether Pratis and £1060 for a 
556kg SimX from Kerryfern.

Forward Cattle averaged 167.75p 
to 204.40p per kg for a LimX from 
Carslae and £1550 for a SimX from 
Graystale.

Cast Cows averaged 114.43p to 
198.70p per kg for a LimX from 
Quixwood and £1390 for a LimX 
from Quixwood.

Bullocks:  Up to 250kgs –
Townhead £590, East Drumlembie 
287.90p 251-300kgs; Upper 
samieston £840, 279.10p; 301-
350kgs; Upper Samieston £900, 

Fleminghill 276.30p; 351-
400kgs; Birkenhead £1010, 
255.10p 401-450kgs South Kirklane 
£1160, Gilmour Farms 261.20p 451-
500kgs Holehouse £1175, Feoch 
250.00p; 501-550kgs Gasland £1300, 
241.20p ; 551-600kgs Holehouse 
£1340, Deerpark Farms 227.80p 601-
650kgs Victoria £1310, 216.90p; 651-
700kgs; Deerpark Farms £1480, 
218.30p; 701kgs +; Victoria £1240, 
168.90p.

Heifers: Up to 250kgs; East 
Drumlembie £570, 232.70p 251-
300kgs Upper Samieston £700, 
2 3 5 .7 0 p ; 3 01 -3 5 0 k g s F e o c h 
£800, Hilltown of Ballindean 
235.10p 351-400kgs Gasland £880, 
228.60p 401-450kgs South Oldwhat 
£1000,Hartwood 237.10p 451-
500kgs Carslae £1170, 244.30p 501-
550kgs Deerpark farms £1180, 
220.10p 551-600kgs; Inchgall £1180, 
205.90p 601-650kgs; Byreholm 
£1180, 192.20p 651-700kgs; Victoria 
£1240, 182.40p.

Young Bulls: 301-650kgs; Nether 
Pratis £860, 254.40p 351-
400kgs; Crosshouse £835, 
234.60 p 401- 450kgs; Cle eve s 
£880, Angel row 212.90p 451-
500kgs; Craigrigg Cottage £970, 
208.20p 501-550kgs; Ker ryfern 
£ 1 0 2 0 , 1 9 6 . 2 0 p 5 5 1 -
600kgs; Kerryfern £1060, 190.60p.

OTM Cows: Traprian (AA) £1270, 
Quixwood 191.60p; Traprian (BSH) 
£1230, 147.50p; Carslae (BRB) £1190, 
164.40p; Lethangie (CH) £1290, 
West Muirhouse 151.30p; Quixwood 
(Lim) £1390, 198.70p; Quixwood 
(Sim) £1155, 186.90p; Quixwood 
(SH) £1185, 191.70p; Quixwood 
(Stab) £1090, 139.00p.

OTM Bulls: Glenkirlie (Lim) 
£1290 146.30p.

UNITED Auctions sold 5,015 prime 
sheep including 3,267 lambs and 
1,748 ewes and rams at its Stirling 
sale last Thursday.

Lambs: Easter Buchlyvie 
(SuffX) £92; Dalbrack (TexX) £94; 

(BTex) £95; Gartincaber (Mule) £83; 
Wardhead (Chev) £87.50; Cadogan 
Est (BF) £79

Ewes: Penston (Suff) £71.50; 7 
Glentyon Avenue (TexX) £85.50; 

(BTex) £88.50; Penston (Mule) 
£62.50; Gladhouse Cottage (Chev) 
£76.50; Upper Kidston (BF) £53.50; 
Nether Blairmaud (X) £86.50; 
Balthayock (Lleyn) £60.00; Nether 
Blairmaud (HB) £68.50; Lilyburn 
(BFL) £67.50.

Rams: lilyburn (Suff) £98; 
Longcarse (BFL) £85.50; Longcarse 
(X) £96.50; Brennanlea (BF) 
£68.50.

result of the 2010 Act. This 
replicates concerns we have 
heard from crofting members 
form other parts of Scotland.  

Last year Paul Wheelhouse, 
minister for environment 
and climate change with 
responsibility for crofting, 
gave a commitment that 
Scottish Government would 
investigate what the best 
method might be for dealing 
with these outstanding issues.

NFU Scotland, as a member 
of a Scottish Government 
stakeholder group, now 
have the opportunity to give 
feedback direct to government 
on the issues that need to be 
addressed.  

NFU Scotland is keen to 
hear from crofting members 

or issues  they are aware of 
relating to any aspects of 
crofting regulation. 

Some of these may require 
an amendment to the 
legislation others may require 
changes in policy; if you have 
examples or cases please 
do contact me with further 
details. 

Through our contact 
with Scottish Government, 
the Union does have the 
opportunity to represent 
crofting interests and to lobby 
on behalf of all our crofting 
members – whether they are 
on Shetland or Tiree or Islay 
or the mainland. 

And next time I go back to 
Shetland, I hope it is mid-June 
rather than January and I can 
stay longer than 24 hours!

Valentine’s date 
with a difference

Ardlamy Farm, which is available for let after the current occupants decided to retire from the community 
owned dairy. 

outstanding setting in the Inner 
Hebrides and offer an enviable 
opportunity to enjoy a truly 
unique island lifestyle.

‘We are looking forward to 
welcoming a new tenant to 
Ardlamy and engaging with 
them to make the most of the 
farm and the island.’

Ardlamy Farm has 74.6ha of 
permanent pasture and 230ha of 
rough grazing.  It is being offered 
on a 20-year limited duration 
tenancy and has 108 cubicles, a 
120,000 gallon slurry store and 
good dairy/parlour buildings. 
The farm previously had a herd 

of blackface sheep.
William Telfer of letting agent 

Bidwells said: ‘We have already 
had a number of inquiries about 
the farm with a considerable 
number of younger farmers 

the business and the island.’
A viewing day for prospective 

tenants will take place on 
Tuesday February 18 and the 
deadline for tenders for the 
tenancy is 12 noon on Friday 
March 14.

Successful Gigha dairy 
farm available to let

CALLS for sporting estates 
to require a licence to operate 
grouse hunting trips have been 
shot down by the Scottish 
Countryside Alliance (SCA).

The Scottish Raptor Study 
Group has claimed sporting 
estates, companies and 
individuals should have to apply 
for a licence to operate grouse 
shoots.

Game birds, such as grouse, are 
already protected under EU and 
UK legislation and can only be 
shot in the UK under a seasonal 
licence and then only when 
the landowner or gamekeeper 
believes that the population has 
a sustainable population.

The SCA beleives that without 
the investment of time and 
money from Scotland’s sporting 
landowners and managers 
Scotland would have already lost 

Market reports

much of the habitat and species 
the Scottish Raptor Study Group 
and other groups seek to protect. 
Countryside Alliance director 
for Scotland Jamie Stewart said: 
‘We have the most up to date 
legislation in the UK, in the 
form of the Wildlife and Natural 
Environment (Scotland) Act 
2011 (WANE) and see no reason 
for this to be revisited.

‘The SCA and other shooting 
organisations are members of the 
Partnership for Action Against 
Wildlife Crime Scotland (PAW 
Scotland) and actively contribute 
to the continued reduction of 
wildlife crime.

‘If wildlife crime is taking 
place it is the role of the police 
to engage and convict, not 
for single issue organisations 
to sensationalise through the 
media.’

Grouse licence 
calls shot down

Farming newsdesks: 
01631 568000
01397 703003
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Tel: 01631 568020

Unit 5B Ben Nevis Estate, Fort William PH33 6PR

01397 703877 (24 hours)

MOTOR SERVICES

ROFTC
Service & Parts

Service maintenance on all vehicles

Vauxhall Warranty

24 hour breakdown & Recovery Service

Get your winter 
checks here
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THE ALL NEW HONDA TRX420 HAS ARRIVED
• INCREASED GROUND CLEARANCE  TRX420FM 2/4 WD £5,950 + VAT
• EVEN BETTER FUEL ECONOMY AS ABOVE WITH POWER STEERING £6,250 + VAT
• STIFFER CHASSIS                                          
• LONGER SUSPENSION SPECIAL FINANCE DEALS AVAILABLE
• LARGER CARRIERS
• LESS SERVICE ITEMS
• LOADS MORE FEATURES CONTACT US FOR FURTHER DETAILS

• SECURE YOUR ATV-NOW AGENTS FOR “ATVTRAC” BE ALERTED WHEN MACHINE IS STOLEN,
   TRACK MOVEMENTS AND IF ROLLED,ALERTED.£250+VAT FITTED.

SELECTION OF GUARANTEED QUALITY USED MACHINES
HONDA TRX500FMC 2012 AS NEW £5,100
HONDA TRX500FM EXCELLENT CONDITION £4,500
HONDA TRX420FEA ROAD REGISTERED £4,100
HONDA TRX420 VERY GOOD CONDITION £3,950
HONDA TRX350FM LITTLE USE £3,500
ALL PLUS VAT, FINANCE ARRANGED
ALL MACHINES CAN BE VIEWED ON OUR WEBSITE WWW.STODDARTS.CO.UK

CONTACT STODDARTS 01631 564176   MOB.07799692072   E-MAIL john.stoddarts@btconnect.com

Old Crofters, Oban PA34 4HU

A NEW year means a new registration 
mark and, as usual, the manufacturers 

are making sure there’s plenty of 
new ideas to keep the motorist 

interested.

W.D. Semple
FIND US 

NOW AVAILABLE

The New Dacia Range
from £5,995*

Dacia Sandero = from £5,995*

Dacia Sandero Stepway = from £7,995*

Dacia Duster = from £8,995*

Sandero shown is a Laureate 1.2 16V 75 from £7,995.
sandero Stepway shown is a Laureate TCe 90 from £9,795.
Duster shown is a Laureate dCi 110 4X2 from £12,995.
Metallic paint optional on Sandero/Duster at £470.

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE TO VIEW A MORE
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF VEHICLES ON OFFER
Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street. Tel: 01499 302150 Fax: 01499 302281
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park. Tel: 01546 606767 Fax: 01546 606272

NEW DACIA DUSTER AND SANDERO NOW IN STOCK

These are just a small selection of cars currently in our showrooms

USED CARS
63 Renault Clio Media Nav, 5 door, Very low mileage. Choice of colour.......From £11,950
11 Renault Megane Exp 1.6, 5 door, Ruby Red, 16,000 miles ..........................£8,950
59 Renault Scenic Dyn DCI 105, Blue, 40,000 miles........................................£8,950
59 Suzuki SX4 GLX 1.6 saloon, Cherry Red, 21,500 miles................................£6,450
60 Fiat Grand Punto 1.4, 5dr, white, 17,500 miles ...........................................£5,450
10 Fiat Qubo Active 1.4, 5dr, silver, 13,500 miles ............................................£6,150
59 Renault Kangoo Exp 1.5 DCi, Blue, 39,000 miles........................................£7,350
09 Renault Modus Dyn, 1.5 DCi, Beige, 30,000 miles .....................................£6,500
59 Fiat Panda Active, 1.1, 5 dr white, 35,000 miles..........................................£3,950
58 Honda Jazz SE 1.4 Auto, 5 dr hatchback, Blue, 15,500 miles ......................£5,500
57 Ford Galaxy, TDCI 75k, 7 Seater, Grey ........................................................£6,950
57 Ford Focus Zetec DCi, 1.7 5 door, Blue, 67,000 miles ................................£4,750
07 Renault Grand Scenic, 1.5 Diesel, 7 Seater .................................................£4,950
07 Vauxhall Vectra 1.9,  CDTI, 67K miles.........................................................£3,950
56 Astra 1.6 life, 5 dr,  Silver, 50k miles............................................................£3,950
06 Renault Clio Exp 1.6, Auto, 3 door, Blue, 46,000 miles ...............................£3,500

COMMERCIALS
60 Vauxhall Navarro DCI Van .............................................................£8,500 plus VAT
08 Renault Master, SWB, white ...........................................................£8,000 plus VAT
02 Renault Traffic LWB, DCI, Red .......................................................£2,250 plus VAT

New Dacia range available for test drive today!

SELECTION OF LOW PRICE CARS UNDER £2000 TO CLEAR

• VW GOLF ESTATE

• RENAULT SCENIC AUTOMATIC

• NISSAN 1.6 ALMERA

• CITROEN BERLINGO 1.4 CAR

• RENAULT KANGOO 1.2 CAR

• FORD FIESTA DIESEL 5DR

CAR AND VAN HIRE FROM BOTH BRANCHES
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60 MITSUBISHI L200 Barbarian, Double Cab Pickup, Manual, Sat Nav, Leather, Met Silver, 44K.........................£13,950
60 MITSUBISHI L200 Warrior, Double Cab Pickup, Manual, E-Pack, Alloys, Black, 25K......................................£13,450
60 MITSUBISHI L200 Warrior, Double Cab Pickup, Manual, E-pack, Alloys, Black, 35k.......................................£12,950
60 MITSUBISHI L200 TROJAN, Double Cab Pickup, Manual, Leather, Alloys, Black, 45K ...................................£11,950
10 MITSUBISHI L200 4 Work, Single Cab Pickup, Manual, 4wd, Truck man Canopy, Tow Bar, Red, 57k..............£9,750
57 MITSUBISHI SHOGUN Sport Trojan, 5 Door Estate, Manual, Leather, E-pack Alloys, Met Grey ...........NO VAT £6,450
07 MITSUBISHI FUSO CANTER, 3ltr Drop Side Tipper Pickup, Manual, 3,500KG, White................................................£6,950
56 MITSUBISHI L200 4Work, Double Cab Pickup, Manual, CD, Alloy Mountain Top, Met Silver, Choice ......... £6,950
56 MITSUBISHI L200 TROJAN, Double Cab Pickup, Manual, Canopy, CD, Alloys, Black....................................................£5,950
10 NISSAN NIVARA, Tekna, Double Cab Pickup, Manual, Sat Nav, Heated Leather, Reverse Camera, Met Blue, 60K..£12,950
58 NISSAN NAVARA OUTLAW Double Cab Pickup, Manual, Alloy Cover, E--pack, Alloys, Black..........................£8,750
07 NISSAN NAVARA Aventura, Double Cab Pickup, Auto, Heated Leather, Sat Nav, Met Silver, 48k .........NO VAT £8,950
05 NISSAN NAVARA D22 DBL CAB PICKUP, Manual, Roll Bars, Tow Bar, Met Silver, 90k miles ..............NO VAT  £5,750
09 TOYOTA HILUX, HL2,. Double cab pickup, Manual, E Pack, Air Con, Canopy, Met Green, 45k........................£10,950
08 MAZDA BT 50. Double Cab  Pickup, Manual, Epack, Alloys, Towbar, Met Grey, 60K ........................................£8,950
10 FORD TRANSIT 350 115 HD, LWB, Hitop Van, 6 Speed, SLD, E-Pack, Ply Lined, White ..................................£6,950
09 FORD TRANSIT 260, SWB, Semi Hightop Van, 115HP, CD Player, SLD, Blue, 10k............................................£8,250
09 FORD TRANSIT 350, LWB, High Top Van, Rear Fitted Workshop, SLD, Red, 80K.............................................£7,950
09 FORD RANGE Super Cab Pickup, 2wd, Canopy, Epack, Tow Bar, White, 25K...................................................£7,590
58 FORD TRANSIT 350 LWB crew Van 115hp, 6 speed, Epack, 6seats, White .....................................................£6,850
08 FORD TRANSIT, 350 Double Cab Pickup, Alloy Drop Side Body, White.............................................................£6,950
57 FORD TRANSIT 430, LWB, Jumbo Van, 115 HP, 6 Speed, Twin rear wheels, SLD, White, 65k miles................£7,950
07 FORD TRANSIT 350 TDCi Crew Cab Tipper, One Stop, Removable cage sides, White......................................£7,750
56 FORD TRANSIT 350, LWB, Hi Top Van, 115 HP, 6 Speed, Epack, SLD, Met Silver ............................................£5,750
05 FORD TRANSIT 350, LWB, Hi Top Jumbo Van, 115 HP, Twin rear wheels, White.................................NO VAT £5,250
08 FORD TRANSIT 260, SWB, Semi High Top Van, SLD, Rear Fitted Workshop, Red............................................£4,950
60 MERCEDES SPRINTER 313 CDi, LWB, Panel Van, 6 Speed, SLD, EPack, White ..............................................£9,450
06 MERCEDES SPRINTER 311 CDi, MWB, 4x4 Van, Manual, SLD, Rear Fitted Workshop, White .........................£8,950
59 VW TRANSPORTER 4 MOTION, Combi Van 2.5 TDI 130, 4WD, 5 seater, Twin SLD, White.............................£9,950
59 VW CADDY C20 TDI Van, Auto, SLD, CD, Epack, Rear Tailgate, White, 80k miles ............................................£6,950
08 VW TRANSPORTER, SWB, Minibus, Manual, Twin SLD, Full Wheel Chair Access, Met Silver, 50k.................£10,950
10 IVECO 45C15, LWB, High Top Van, 150HP, 6 speed, Manual, Twin Rear Wheels, White ...................................£8,950
10 PEUGEOT BOXER, LWB Pickup, Roller Shutter Tool Box, Drop Side Tipper Body With Cage Sides, Blue, 30k ..£9,450
08 VAUXHALL COMBO CDTI Van, SLD, Tow Bar, CD Met Silver, 60K miles...........................................................£3,950
09 VAUXHALL MOVANO 3500, MWB, Semi High Top Van, 6 Speed, Manual, SLD, Blue ......................................£5,750
08 VAUXHALL MOVANO 3500, MWB, Semi High Top Van, 6 speed, SLD, White ..................................................£5,450
60 TOYOTA HILUX Extra Cab Pickup, Manual, Epack, Tow Bar, Met Silver .............................................................£9,750
10 KAWASAKI 600 MULE  Drop Side Tipper Body, Mauser cab, Towbar, Red, 1200 HRS, Choice........................£4,250
04 MERCEDES UNIMOG, U400 Tracker Unit, Triptronic, 230Hp, Ex Airport Authority, 1800klms, As New ..........£42,950

S & S 
SERVICES

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TO PROMOTE
YOUR NEW CAR 

DEALERSHIP PLEASE
CALL: 01631 568000

SUBARU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

W.D. SEMPLE
www.wdsemple.com

Tel: 01499 302150

Tel: 01546 606767/
01546 606272

CROFT MOTORS
SERVICES
Unit 5B, Ben Nevis Estate
Fort William

Tel. 01397 703877

A

G

F
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Call now to 

01631 568020

pounds. Some will have more wiggle room 
than others, so do your research after you’ve 
got an approximate idea of how much you 
want to spend.

That should help whittle down the list of manu-
facturers and models you would consider to 
just a few.  

For new registrations, you’ll most likely be 
presented with a range of facelifts and new 
models. Both have their merits, so don’t auto-
matically be put off by one or the other.

Facelifts are always a popular choice, most 
usually applied to the most successful models 
in recent years and designers are doing more 
than ever to ensure their cars have a fresh-
ness and character all of their own to make 
upgrading not just an option, but extremely 
tempting.

While some might just give the trim a revamp, 
others may have decided to completely rede-
sign the bodywork and the interior equipment.  
It’s worth having a look at what’s changed, 
even if you think you’re familiar with the 
model.

Better still, you’ll know more or less what to 
expect from the car.  It will be tried and tested 

and any quirks or problems that can some-
times be found in new ranges will most likely 
have been eliminated.  

You will miss out on all the latest technology 
and innovations though - that is where the 
new models will get your blood shifting.

As with most industries which rely on tech-
nology, developments in motoring have been 
rapid in recent years, with more and more 
driver aids and comforts being available than 
ever before.

These innovations are set to continue and 
look out this year for models with the latest 
gadgets, including cars that reverse-park 
themselves, advanced heads up displays, 4G 
connectivity for on-board computers and built 
in WiFi for mobile devices.

More constructively, many will offer vital 
weight reductions on old models, meaning 

becoming ever more important in this era of 
the ever-rising price at the pump.

Cunning technology is employed too to make 
sure you get as many miles as possible per 
litre, including stop-start systems,, hybrid 
powertrains, regenerative breaking, improved 

diesel injection systems and adaptive cylinder 
systems, that only activates extra cylinders in 
your engine when you put the foot down.

Once you’ve considered all that, get down to 
your local showroom and have a test drive. It’s 
the only way you’ll get to know the only thing 

a car. Drive it.

Some cars will handle completely differently to 
what you’re used to. The breaks will be differ-
ent, the pick up on acceleration will be unusual 
too.  Varying different degrees of under or 
oversteer will be present on different models 
too, while something as simple as road noise 
could be a make or break decision for a car.

So no matter how much research you do, 
there is no replacement for taking a trip to 
the showroom and seeing the choices for 
yourself.  

And you never know, something you would 
never have considered before might take you 
by surprise.

However, if you take all the above steps, you’re 
sure to come away with a car, van or bike that 
brings a smile to your face every time you step 
into it. 
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The Deputy Prime Minister has joined the UK automotive 
industry to launch ‘Go Ultra Low’, a 12-month campaign to 

capabilities of the raft of new ultra-low emission vehicles on 
the market.

Backed by some of the automotive world’s biggest players - BMW, 
Nissan, Renault, Toyota and Vauxhall - the new campaign will prompt 

extended-range vehicles with information about their low running costs, 
ease of charging and impressive range. 

A new website, www.GoUltraLow.com provides a one-stop-shop for 
information about owning and running one of these vehicles, the makes 
and models available and the locations of the thousands of publically 
available chargepoints.

In the last three years alone, almost 20 electric and plug-in cars and 
vans have been launched in the UK. With the average UK journey being 
less than 50 miles, the ‘Go Ultra Low’ campaign asks drivers: ‘What are 
you waiting for?’ especially when it comes to eliminating or reducing 
traditional fuel costs, and opting for a car with either zero, or less than 
75g/km of CO2 emissions.

The Deputy Prime Minister, Nick Clegg MP, said, ‘Electric cars are one 
of the most promising of our green industries and we want to secure the 
UK’s position as a global leader in both the production and adoption 
of these vehicles. The extremely low running costs of these cars help 
drivers save money and we are allocating more than £9 million to boost 
chargepoints across the country to help drivers to go green. This means 

we can lower UK emissions and 
create high-tech engineering and 
manufacturing jobs to boost our 
economy.’

Mike Hawes, Chief Executive 
of SMMT said, ‘Some of the 
country’s leading automotive 
brands are pooling resources 
with government to encourage 
more car buyers to consider 
going ultra-low. We want the ‘Go 
Ultra Low’ campaign to help the 
public understand how these 

capabilities, and how they could 

The collaborative campaign is the 

the Department for Transport, the 

SMMT and a group of leading car 
manufacturers: BMW, Nissan, 
Renault, Toyota and Vauxhall.

As well as the website, the campaign will see national print advertising, a 
radio advertising campaign, celebrity ambassadors programme, online 

2014.

To support the existing home and business charging network where the 
majority of charging is done, the government has unveiled an £9.3m 
investment in additional infrastructure. The investment includes:

Car buyers urged to go ultra low in new campaign

• £5.8 million for more than 140 new rapid charge points that 
can fully recharge a ULEV in 30 minutes. These will be in 
towns and on major roads where there has been an historic 
lack of chargepoints, creating a UK-wide network of around 
500 rapid chargepoints.

• £600,000 for 80 more charge points at train station car parks, 
making it easier for commuters and other rail users to cut the 
environmental impact of their whole journey.

• Grants of £2.9 million awarded to public sector organisations 
to install more than 450 charge points on their own estate for 

lead by example by demonstrating commitment to ultra-low 
emission transport. The successful organisations include a 
central government department (MOD), two of the devolved 
administrations (Scotland and Northern Ireland), Defence 
Science and Technology Laboratory at Porton Down, a 

and Somerset, and London), a police force (Gloucestershire), 
and several local authorities.

The government has also committed to invest £5 million to introduce 

year.

Deputy Prime Minister urges drivers to ‘Go Ultra Low’
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 LETTINGS COMMERCIAL PROPERTY
 SALES PROPERTY REVIEWS
 PROPERTY NEWS LOCAL ESTATE AGENTS

Communities to play a part in shaping 
the future of Scotland’s housing

TO LET

TO LET OBAN, 
fully furnished 

3 bedroom house, 
£600 pc, plus council 

tax and utilities, 
sorry no smoking, 

pets or DSS.  
Landlord registration number 

252990/130/23511, 
EPC rate pending. 
Telephone 

01631 562753 
evenings

TAYNUILT
1 bedroom fully furnished 
Chalet with private garden

Central heating
£440 PCM + council tax 

and utility bills
No DHSS

References required
 Landlords reg no  

388500/130/27331
EPC pending

Telephone
01866 822251
07774 028156

TO LET
THE GRANARY, KILCHRENAN, 

by TAYNUILT
4 bedroom unfurnished/

furnished house by Kilchrenan.
Set in farmland with stunning 

views over Loch Awe.
No cats or indoor smoking.

£700 pcm.
Contact Frank Bergius. 

07831264806
Landlord no: 266939/130/02351

EPC 29

Local organisations and communities are being invited to share their 
experience of the role housing can play in improving the wellbeing of 
Scotland.

The call comes from the recently formed Housing  and Wellbeing 
Commission, hosted by Shelter Scotland. The independent commission 
is charged with considering the relationship between housing and 
wellbeing for the people of Scotland and setting out its recommendations 
for the way forward.

People can share their experiences and evidence via www.housingandwellbeing.
org. The site asks housing bodies, residents’ organisations, housing associations 
and local authorities to provide details of local housing projects that go beyond 
bricks and mortar and contribute to the broader wellbeing of an area.

The evidence received will feed into the commission’s work to consider and 
make recommendations on national housing priorities and policies to foster 
and sustain wellbeing for the public. This work comes at a time when many 
commentators believe there is a serious lack of affordable housing and too 
much poor quality housing which could adversely affect the life chances of 
many people across Scotland.

Robert Black, chair of the Housing and Wellbeing Commission, said: ‘We are 
inviting communities and local organisations across Scotland to share their    
experience on how housing initiatives can be used to help improve wellbeing.

‘The evidence they share on their experiences will enable us to identify examples 
of good practice and key issues which we will need to consider in drawing 
conclusions and recommendations on how best to improve wellbeing through 
better housing.’

Argyll, Otter Ferry
Traditional stone built 

cottage on private 
estate consisting of 3 

bedrooms, 2 reception 
rooms, kitchen, 
bathroom, large 

garden, wood burning 
stove, gas c/h, no dss, 

£550pcm.  
Reg no 35558/130/24449.  

EPC pending. 

Telephone 01700 821220.

TO LET
INVERLOCHY,
2 bedroom house, 

£570 pcm plus council 
tax and utilities, 

available immediately.
Landlord reg no 

262946/270/21291, 
EPC pending. 

Telephone 
01852 300536.

Room to let 
in Connel, 

en-suite, with 
shared kitchen 

and sitting room, 
off-street parking.

Telephone 
07748808237.
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your business in the 

Tel: 01631 568010

Architectural & building consultants

Country Kiln

AFFORDABLE

Delivered Nationwide 

01560 483966 
www.WoodburningStovesLimited.com 

Woodburning & Multifuel stoves 

Woodburning Stoves

Recycled asphalt and tarmacadam 
30% discount with no VAT
Suitable for farm roads, driveways and 

garages and all patching work.
All work fully guaranteed.

For further information and free estimates contact 

(Tony) or go to www.thistleroadstone.co.uk

Road Surfacing Specialists

Window Repairs

MAZDA 3 TS, 
1.6 PETROL

£2750 o.n.o.

MARCH 2006. FSH, One Owner, 46k miles.
Just Serviced, 4 new tyres. Detachable towbar.

Reliable car in excellent condition.

Tel: 01631 564452 (Oban)

2005 COMMERCIAL 4X4.
TOW PACK. HIGH LIMIT 3500 KG

£3000 o.n.o.

Ssangyong Rexton. 2.7TDI. 5 door. carpeted flat bed.
MOT Nov, Tax July, Miles 124k

New brakes, Alternator and battery.

Tel: 07795222469 or 01880820354 evenings

£1400 o.n.o.

25HP Suzuki engine 
with remote controls, 

no trailer, has 
canopies, window 
seals replaced end 

2013,
in good order.

Telephone: 
079796 03570

16’
MAYLAND
FISHING

BOAT

WANTED

Caravans,
Campervans
and Motor 

Homes, any 
year, size or 

condition
considered.
Telephone: 

0754 3359961

WANTED

All types of 
motor homes & 

caravanettes. Any 
age or condition. 

We also buy water 
damaged or in need 

of repair. Also all 
types of touring 
caravans from 
95 onwards. 

Telephone: 
01250 884306

or mobile
07885 203020

4X4s

TOP PRICE PAID
INSTANT 

COLLECTION AND 
PAYMENT

ANY AGE AND 
CONDITION

URGENTLY
REQUIRED

CALL
07711 573308
01250 872424

FLAT TO LET
Corran Brae
2 bedroom ground 

area.  Fully furnished.  
No pets or smokers.  
References.  Available 

end February.
£500 pcm, 

plus c/tax & utilities.  
Telephone 

01631 710450/
077297 90503

FOR SALE
POTENTIAL RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT SITE
St Clair Road, Ardrishaig
Offers are invited
Closing date – 12.30 pm, Friday 7th March 2014.
For further information contact:
The Estates Office, Argyll and Bute Council, Customer Services
Blairvadach, Shandon, Helensburgh G84 8ND
Tel: 01436 658 957

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

FOR SALE

VAUXHALL
ZAFIRA

£1000 o.n.o

MOT August 
Reg 2003, 58,000 miles

Tel: 01770 700517 (Arran) FOR LEASE
SNACK BAR SITE
GANAVAN SANDS CAR PARK, GANAVAN, OBAN
Offers are invited for the lease of a mobile snack bar site at Ganavan Sands 
Car Park, Ganavan, Oban, over the summer 2014 period.
Offers over £125 per week are invited for the site.
Closing date for offers is Friday 7th March 2014.
For further details: Estates Office, Blairvadach, Helensburgh, G84 8ND.
Tel: 01436-658957

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

THE Motor and Allied Trades’ Benevolent Fund (BEN) is now in its 
16th year and this ever-popular event provides all the ingredients for 
a spectacular night of glitz, glamour and giving. You can look forward 
to a four-course meal with wine, dazzling entertainment from ‘Jmack’ 
and be wowed by an exhilarating performance from ‘Electric Dreams’ 
- who’ll propel you straight back to the 1980s.

There will be plenty of opportunities for you to get involved and show 
your support including a ‘Silent Auction’ with facility to make electronic 
bids from your table using iBid and the Main Auction featuring a 
fabulous Honda PCX 125 in striking Pearl Siena Red.

‘Annual events such as the BEN Scotland Ball are key fundraisers for 
the charity but also an opportunity for guests to entertain customers, 
thank employees and relax in the company of good friends. With the 
support of Scotland and, of course, the industry as a whole, BEN is able 
to maintain its exceptional level of care and assistance to all colleagues 
in automotive and related industries including their dependants. BEN 
helps thousands of men, women and children annually; providing 

BEN’s events and exhibitions manager.

Standard tables of 10 or 12 and individual tickets are available. In 
addition there are a number of sponsorship packages which offer 

to book your place at the BEN Scotland Ball 2014 contact the BEN 
Events Team on 01344 294755, email eventsteam@ben.org.uk or visit 
www.ben.org.uk/benscotlandball2014. To keep up-to date with news 
on this event, follow us on Twitter, #BENScotlandBall2014.

The event will be held at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, Glasgow on March 
29, from 6.30pm.

Ben Scotland Ball 2014 – See you there

Property to sell or let?
Tel: 01631 568010 

DRIVETIMES

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY

FOR SALE
Bolgam Street, 
Campbeltown

Large Store/Workshop
62ft x 18ft approx

Enquiries to 07786 255281 or 
01586 552976

Rent from £450/
month

2 and 4 bedroom 
houses with sea views 
on the Island of Luing

Both central heated
Double glazed

Garage and large garden
Good local school

For details 
luing_rentals@live.co.uk

0844 871 0908
8am-5pm



Are you ready to change career?

Based in our Oban office the successful applicant will be part of a small 
team selling advertising and features for our well established, award 
winning publications.
You will be responsible for calling new and existing clients to generate 
and maintain lasting business relationships. The successful applicant 
will benefit from on-going training, first class support, job stability and 
the opportunity to work for a professional company that believes in 
rewarding success and effort.
Please apply by email with full C.V 
and covering letter to: ali@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising Sales Executive
BASED IN OBAN

£ Excellent Basic + £ Bonus + Private Health Care 
+ Pension + Good Holidays

Landcatch Natural Selection Ltd is one of the world’s leading salmon breeding 
companies, specialising in the management of global breeding programmes 
and the production of high quality and welfare eggs and smolts. We are 
heading into an exciting time of global development and are now looking 
to recruit enthusiastic and suitably qualified people to expand our existing 
teams. 

A number of technicians are required at our Ormsary Site in Argyll.

We seek individuals who may possess the following core Skills / experience:
- Husbandry & site operations
- Environmental monitoring
- Fish Health & Welfare
- Biological monitoring
- Plant & equipment maintenance

The posts are permanent and full-time. Training and development will ensure 
opportunity for career progression.  An attractive salary package is offered 
depending on experience, including pension scheme. Applicants must have a 
full UK driving licence. Assistance with housing may also be made available if 
required. 

If you are looking for an exciting career development opportunity within 
the Aquaculture sector then please apply with a C.V. and covering letter to 
Landcatch Natural Selection Ltd, Ormsary Fish Farm, Ormsary, Lochgilphead, 
Argyll, PA31 8PE or enquiries@hendrix-genetics.com

Closing date for all applications is 28th February 2014

                BID4OBAN 
               LTD 
                  Is looking to recruit 

Events & Marketing Manager 
(up to 30 hours per week)          

(The position becomes available in March) 
We are looking for a management                 

professional with an events and marketing          
background to join the team at                    

BID4OBAN Ltd. 

For more information and details on how to apply 
please contact                                

Shona at the BID4OBAN office, 

15 Lochside Street, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HP 

Tel 01631 569915 

Email shona@bid4oban.co.uk 

Or visit our web site: 

www.bid4oban.co.uk 

ARDGOUR MEMORIAL HALL
Project Manager

Main purpose of the job: To project manage the thermal 
upgrading of Ardgour Memorial Hall to reduce its carbon 

footprint by 50%, creating community connections via energy 
efficiency and carbon reduction projects and help create a 

sustainable development plan.
The total salary will be a maximum of £15,275 based on self 
employment 21 hours per week commencing March 2014 for 

1 year.

The closing date for applications is Tuesday 11th February 2014 
with interviews to be held on Monday 17th February 2014.

Successful applicants only will be informed by email.

For more information including job and person specification
please contact:

Applications to clairempaterson@gmail.com or by post to:
Claire Paterson, Cook’s Bothy, Conaglen, Ardgour, PH33 7AH

Machrihanish Airbase Community Company, are recruit-
ing for a marketing graduate to carry out an exciting 12 
month role. The successful graduate will be responsible 
for ensuring that MACC have professional and effective 
marketing materials for potential customers and an online 
and social media legacy that will enable present and future 
staff to advertise the sites assets more effectively. By the 
end of the placement MACC expects to have a well-known 
product within its local market and a bigger presence 
among potential national and international clients. 

For the Job Description please visit:
http://www.scotgrad.co.uk/graduates

or contact MACC on 01586 551555
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Salary - £25,000 to £30,000 per annum, pro rata
Term - 9 months fixed term contract with possible extension
Location - Fort William with some travelling required
Hours - Full time, 5 days per week 7.5 hrs per day
Closing date - 6pm Friday 14th February
Lochaber Geopark Association is a charity which has recently 
secured funding from the Scottish Government to take the 
Geopark project forwards.
The directors are seeking a self-motivated, reliable and re-
sourceful individual with experience of project management, 
preparation of detailed business plans and a wide range of 
marketing.
Although knowledge of earth science would be useful this post 
requires sound business skills, initiative and organisational 
experience.
For further details contact Sarah Kennedy on 
07768 805040 or petracat@hotmail.co.uk

VACANCY: 
Project Manager

Closing date: 21 February 2014.
To apply visit our website

Customer Service Centre Agent (Permanent)
£17,793 - £18,906  Campbeltown Ref: CTC00040

Driver/Escort (Permanent, Part time)
£15,279 - £16,186 pro rata Oban (Connel Back Road to Oban Schools)

Ref: CTF01042

Driver/Escort x 2 (Permanent, Part time)
£15,279 - £16,186 pro rata Isle of Mull Ref: CTF00944
23.75 and 13.75 hours per week

Clerical Assistant (Temporary until September 2015)
£14,453 - £15,311 Kilmory, Lochgilphead Ref: CTI00205

Cleaner in Charge (Permanent, Part time)
£13,562 - £14,816 pro rata Lochgilphead Ref: CTF01048
Monday to Friday – 10 hours per week, 5pm to 7pm

Cleaner x2 (Temporary, Part time)
£12,385 - £13,157 pro rata Lochgilphead Ref: CTF00336
Two Cleaner posts available at Divisional Engineers Offi ce and 
Smiddy Lane, Lochgilphead - 7.5 & 3 hours per week

01546 604334

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

CRINAN HOTEL
Staff Vacancies: 
Reception, Bar 

and Coffee Shop 
Manager

Please telephone 
01546 830 261

email reservations@
crinanhotel.com

www.crinanhotel.com

You may have seen that The Isles of Glencoe Hotel & Leisure Centre, The Ballachulish 
Hotel and The Oban Caledonian Hotel are now operating under the management 
of Crieff Hydro Ltd. 
We are looking for talented and ambitious people to join us at this exciting time. 
Bring us your creativity and passion as a chef or your great head for figures as a 
finance person and we will give you the rewards and opportunities to match.

We are currently looking for:
Breakfast Chef

Oban Caledonian Hotel
Chef De Partie

Isles of Glencoe Hotel

Head Chef
Ballachullish Hotel 

Head Chef
Oban Caledonian Hotel

Finance Assistant
Oban Caledonian Hotel

Finance Assistant
Isles of Glencoe Hotel

To find out more about our hotels please go to:
Oban Caledonian – www.obancaledonian.co.uk

Isles of Glencoe – www.islesofglencoe.co.uk
Ballachulish – www.ballachulish-hotel.co.uk

Now operating under the management of Crieff Hydro – find out more about us at:
www.crieffhydro.com

If you think your talents match our expectations, 
please email your CV to joyce.walker@freedom-hotels.co.uk

Maybe you have reached a point in your working life when you need a 
new challenge. You might even be thinking about a completely new career 
direction.
We all have times when we get frustrated with our jobs. But stop and think first 

- will things get better or has the job run its course and it’s time to take action? If 
you decide it’s time for action, the next decision is whether it’s a fresh job role, a 
different organisation or a completely new direction you need. Read on for help 
with deciding if your career needs a little tweak or a full overhaul....

HOW SATISFIED ARE YOU WITH YOUR CAREER?

Thinking about what you’ve achieved in your career 
so far can be a good place to start. Success means 
different things to different people, but you may want 
to consider whether you’ve:

> enjoyed the challenges you’ve met in your work
> been promoted in line with your talents
> achieved a salary that lets you live the way you want
> built up expertise in your line of work
> made an impact - within your organisation, or more 

widely
> earned the respect of clients, customers and col-

leagues.

IS IT TIME FOR A CAREER CHANGE?

Working out whether your current job has let you 
achieve the level of success you want should give you 
an idea of whether it’s time for a change.

If you think a career change could benefit you, you’ll 
need to decide whether you want:

> a new role in your current organisation
> a change of employer
> a completely different career.

Asking yourself some of the following questions may 
help you to work this out.

ARE YOU ENJOYING YOUR JOB?

If you no longer enjoy the day-to-day 
activities in your job, it might be that 
you’ve been in this type of role too long 
and you need a new challenge. Moving 
to a different department within your 
organisation, or to a different employer 
might solve the problem.

If you actively dislike parts of your 
day-to-day job - or you don’t get the 
chance to use all of your talents - ask 
yourself whether what you do is typical 
for someone in your line of work. If you’re 
dissatisfied with the job itself, changing 
department or employer may not im-
prove things. You may want to consider 
a bigger change.

If you decide you do want to re-train, 
you’ll have to decide how to go about it. 
If you’ve got financial commitments you 
may prefer to stay in your current job and 
do a part-time or flexible course.

> Find a course
> Flexible learning and home study
> Part-time higher education

DO YOU FEEL MOTIVATED BY THE
PEOPLE YOU WORK WITH?

How do you get on with colleagues, 
managers, clients and others in your 
workplace? Consider whether any prob-
lems are due to personality clashes with 
particular individuals, the culture of the 
workplace, or because of the nature of 
the job itself.

If you like the people you work with but 
are frustrated by the actual work, you 
may want to look at changing your role 
within the organisation, or looking for a 
different role with a similar employer.
Are you satisfied with your work-life bal-
ance?

If you’re looking for a better fit with your 
family life, a change of job isn’t always 
necessary.

Technology is making it possible for 
more people to spend time working 
from home. Bear in mind that you may 
have the right to ask your employer to 
make arrangements for flexible working 
(though they can refuse if there’s a good 
business reason to do so).



A rare opportunity to fulfil a 
key role in one of the Highlands’ 

great weekly newspapers

EDITOR

Based in Oban, the new editor will have the drive and 
passion to deliver the best weekly newspaper possible 
through an acute awareness and understanding of the 
readership, imagination, motivation and efficient use of 
the resources available to them.  The editor will oversee the 
implementation of new developments both traditional and 
digital, as the newspaper faces exciting challenges ahead.

£ Excellent + car + BUPA + Enhanced Pension

Full driving licence is essential. 

Apply with CV and present salary to Ali Arden, 
ali@obantimes.co.uk

NORTH ARGYLL HOUSE
Bealach an Righ, Oban, Argyll PA34 5TG
Tel. 01631 562168    Fax. 01631 570623

We are looking for compassionate and 
caring people for care of the elderly and 

have a vacancy for two full time care 
assistants. One permanent position and 

one 6 month contract.
Experience not necessary as training will be 
given. £7.19 to £8.65 per hour depending on 
qualifications. For an application form phone 
Manager Morag A Telfer.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The application listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with it, may
be examined between the hours of 9.30am - 4.30pm Monday to Friday (excluding public
holidays) at the SERVICE POINT, LOCHABER HOUSE, HIGH STREET, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6EL
and online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time
period indicated from the date of this notice. Anyone making a representation about this
proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any individual or body who
requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.

www.highland.gov.uk

Reference Number Development Address Proposal Description

ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Time period for comments is 14 days.

13/04849/FUL Cuillin View,
Portuairk, Kilchoan,
Acharacle
PH36 4LN

Re-advertisement due to
house name change
Demolition of existing
dwelling and erection of
new dwelling

Proposed Assignation 
of a Croft

Mr Ian Jordan is  applying  to  
the  Crofting  Commission  
for  consent  to  assign  the  
tenancy  of  the  croft  at 2 
Kilvaree, Connel to Miss 
Clare Jordan of 12 Mansfield 
Terrace, Port Ellen, Islay, PA42 
7BL.

If you have an interest in 
this application, you may 
submit comments on the 
proposal in writing or some 
other permanent form to the 
Crofting Commission, Great 
Glen House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW (e-mail 
info@crofting.scotland.gov.
uk) within 28 days from the 
date of publication of the 
advert.

Please note that any com-
ments you provide are part of 
an open process and will be 
made available to interested 
parties. Your comments would 
also be released under a Free-
dom of Information enquiry.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Scottish Ministers have made an Order under 
sections 5(2) and 6 of the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984.
The A85 Trunk Road (Stafford Street, Oban) (Detrunking) Order 2014 the general 
effect of which will be the detrunking of existing trunk road
A copy of the Order as made and the relevant plan may be inspected free of charge 
until 20th March 2014 during normal business hours at the offi ces of Transport 
Scotland, Buchanan House, 58 Port Dundas Road, Glasgow G4 0HF: the offi ces of 
Argyll and Bute Council, Kilmory, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8RT and the Oban 
Library, 77 Albany Street, Oban PA34 4AL.
ANY PERSON aggrieved by the Order who desires to question the validity thereof, 
or of any provision therein on the grounds that they are not within the powers of 
the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984 or that any requirement of the said Act has not been 
complied with in relation to the Order may within 6 weeks of the making of the 
Order make application to the Court of Session for the suspension of the operation 
of, or the quashing of, the Order or any provision contained therein.
R BRANNEN
A member of the staff of the Scottish Ministers
Transport Scotland
Buchanan House, 58 Port Dundas Road, Glasgow G4 0HF.

CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD
FIRST REGISTRATION OF 

COMMON GRAZINGS 

The Crofting Commission 
have registered the following 
Common Grazings on the 
Crofting Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.

Lower Ardtoe Common 
Grazings, Ardnamurchan & 
Sunart 
Registration Number: CG37 

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may appeal to the Scottish 
Land Court.  The appeal must 
be brought within 9 months 
from the date of this advert 
and should be made directly 
to the Land Court.

Details of the registration can 
be found at www.crofts.ros.
gov.uk/register/home

have the following vacancies

SITE MANAGER
To manage the day to day running of 

Renewable Energy Contracts
must have full driving licence and be willing to 

work away from home

WORKING FOREMAN
To organise staff and oversee all aspects of 

construction of
Renewable Energy Contracts

must have full driving licence and be willing to 
work away from home

 Please apply in writing or by email stating 
previous experience

FAO Donald MacDonald
D A MacDonald (Contractors) Ltd
Site 13a, Kilmory Industrial Estate,
Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RR

Email:- donald@damacdonald.co.uk
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16 hour - Part time

Finance & Administration Clerk 
required for Family Support Charity based in Tarbert.

£16818 pa Pro Rata (16 hours weekly)
Knowledge of Sage, Microsoft Office

For more info – dee@homestartmajik.eclipse.co.uk 
07887 511 022 

Closing date - 21/02/2014   Interview date - 10/03/2014 
Enhanced  disclosure check required

Home-Start MAJIK is committed to equal opportunities
Registered Charity Number: SC 023780

CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD
DECROFTING DIRECTION 

ISSUED
Name, Croft, Extent/Reason, 
Conditions, Case number

Mr Archibald MacColl
Balnagown, Lismore & Appin
0.168 ha - Croft house site 
and garden ground 
4.85.45491
Conditions: 3a & 4 

Conditions

(1) Purchase area within 5 
years of the date of direction.
(2) To provide a site for a 
dwellinghouse 
(3) Complete enclosure of the 
land with a stock proof fence 
within 4 months of:
(a) the date of the direction    
(b) the proposed development 
completion
(c) acquisition
(4) That fence shall be 
maintained in good order and 
repair by each successive 
owner or occupier of the 
land.

Any person with an interest 
in the application may appeal 
against a decision to the 
Scottish Land Court within 
42 days of the date of this 
advert.

Personal Assistants 
£7.80 per hour. 30 hours & 16 hours per week. Ref: OF624. 
We are looking for honest, reliable and motivated people with the right attitude and values to join 
our support teams. We provide our services to people with learning disabilities who take an active 
part in community activities.

Leading the way in Learning Disability
ENABLE Scotland is a dynamic, vibrant and expanding organisation 
dedicated to improving the lives of people across Scotland. 

OBAN SERVICES

To apply please visit www.enablescotlandjobs.org.uk
to register and complete your online job application or contact 
Rhona Ferrier on 01631 565062. 
Closing Date:  21st February 2014.
ENABLE Scotland is an equal opportunities employer.  Scottish charity number SC009024.

The Gas (Calculation of Thermal Energy) Regulations 1996

Notice is hereby given that, in pursuance of Regulation 8 of the Gas (Calculation 
of Thermal Energy) Regulations 1996, the calorific value of natural gas supplied 
by Scotland Gas Networks (part of Scotia Gas Networks Ltd) on and after 
07/02/2014 shall be set out in the schedule.

Schedule
A calorific value of 37.9 Megajoules per cubic metre
In the Strathclyde Region:
Part of the Local Authority District of Argyll and Bute

Dated 20/01/2014
By Authority of Scotland Gas Networks

publicnotices

Office Manager/Admin/
Accounts person

Required for small busy office in Lochgilphead.  
Knowledge of Sage 50 accounts and Sage payroll 
would be helpful but training available for right 
person.  This is a full time permanent position. 

Apply in writing  to Samborek Ltd, Unit 5, 
Kilmory Industrial Estate, Lochgilphead PA31 8RR

Call subscriptions on
01371 851868

or visit
www.wyvexmedia.co.uk/subscribe

QUOTE SF02
Terms & conditions apply.

Never lose your keys again. New subscribers to Scottish Field have 
the choice of two of these wonderful colourful real Ostrich key rings and 
we will pay the postage. Ostrich2love, a specialist Ostrich fashion and 

accessories company, hand make their products in their workshop in  the 
Karoo region of South Africa - the undisputed worldwide capital of quality 
Ostrich products. Their full range of highly successful Ostrich and related 

Nguni skin products can be viewed on their website at 
wwwOstrich2love.co.uk

Colours
may vary

AND RECEIVE
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FAIR ISLE The remarkable tale of how two determined Scots saved a unique way of life

WHY BADGERS AREPUBLIC ENEMY NO.1PUNT GUNNING ON THE SOLWAY   MARJORY FLEMING: A VICTORIAN TRAGEDYINSIDE ST MARY’S CATHEDRAL

Plus

It’s our 
birthday! 

COUNTRY NEWS   INTERIORS   GARDENS   FOOD & DRINK   PROPERTY   ANTIQUES   FASHION   TRAVEL  JANUARY  2014. £3.75

WINCASTLE BREAK  
FOR 16 WORTH £1850 

BEAUTIFUL BLACK ISLE

110

WILLIAM BOYD:WHY 007 HAD 

YEARS OLD

TO BE A SCOTA PAIR OF
OSTRICH 2 LOVE

FEATHER 
KEYRINGS

WORTH 
£29.95*
*Includes post
and packing

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected at Municipal Buildings Albany 
Street Oban PA34 4AW, Monday to Friday 9am to 12:30pm and 1:30pm to 5pm. On Wednesdays, the Customer Service 
Points will open at 10am. At the alternative locations detailed below or by logging on to the Council’s website at 
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications should be made to the above address 
within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

13/01891/PPP Site for the erection of 3 dwellinghouses 
incorporating the submission of a 
Masterplan in respect of a Potential 
Development Area (PDA 5/56)

Land West of Kerdon Dalmally 
Argyll and Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Dalmally

13/02299/PP Change of use of land for siting of 3 
static caravans and installation of septic 
tank (retrospective) and erection of 
fencing and decking.

Land West of Curacao Taynuilt 
Argyll and Bute PA35 1HW

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

14/00172/PPP Renewal of planning permission in 
principle reference 11/00239/PPP (Site for 
the erection of a dwellinghouse)

Land North of Rhumor North 
Connel Oban Argyll and Bute

Sub Post Office 
Ledaig

14/00180/PPP Site for the erection of 20 dwellinghouses Land South East of Oban Seil 
Farm Clachan Seil Isle of Seil Oban 
Argyll and Bute PA34 4TN 

Sub Post Office 
Balvicar

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

14/00025/PP Demolition of extension, alterations and 
erection of replacement extension

5 Toberonochy Isle of Luing Oban 
Argyll and Bute PA34 4UE 

Sub Post Office 
Cullipool

14/00029/LIB Demolition of extension, internal and 
external alterations and erection of 
replacement extension

5 Toberonochy Isle of Luing Oban 
Argyll and Bute PA34 4UE 

Sub Post Office 
Cullipool

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website: 
https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 
The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning 
and Regulatory Services, Whitegates Office Whitegates Road Lochgilphead PA31 8SY. 
A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. 
Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE
THE ARGYLL AND BUTE COUNCIL (SOROBA ROAD/MILLER ROAD 
PROHIBITION OF RIGHT HAND TURN) AND (QUARRY ROAD ONE WAY 
OPERATION) (OBAN) ORDER 201_
Argyll and Bute Council proposes to consider the introduction of a Traffic Regulation Order imposing the following 
traffic restrictions within Oban, 
1) a prohibition of right hand turns from Soroba Road onto Miller Road and
2) a one way operation on Quarry Road between Sinclair Drive and Miller Road with the permitted direction of travel 
from north to south.
The purpose of the proposed restrictions is to eliminate traffic congestion and allow the free flow of traffic.
Full details of this proposal together with a Plan, and a Statement of Reasons for proposing to make this Traffic 
Regulation Order, are available for inspection during normal office hours Monday to Friday inclusive at the offices of:
(i) Argyll and Bute Council Offices, Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, Oban;
(ii) Argyll and Bute Council Offices, Kilmory, Lochgilphead.
Any person wishing to object to the proposals should send details of the grounds for objection in writing to the Head of 
Governance and Law, Argyll and Bute Council, Kilmory, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RT, by 28th February 2014.

ROADS (SCOTLAND) ACT 1984
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT Argyll and Bute Council propose to make an order under Section 152(2) of the Roads 
(Scotland) Act 1984 redetermining the means of exercise of the public right of passage over the length of road described 
in the Schedule hereto.
The title of the order is “THE ARGYLL AND BUTE COUNCIL (U24 GLENSHELLACH ROAD, OBAN) (REDETERMINATION OF 
MEANS OF EXERCISE OF PUBLIC RIGHT OF PASSAGE) ORDER 201_”
A copy of the proposed Order, notice and accompanying plan (Drawing No.T338) indicating the length of road over 
which the means of exercise of the public right of passage is to be re-determined, together with a statement of reasons 
for making the Order have been deposited at the Offices of:
1) Roads & Amenity Services, Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, Oban;
2) Argyll & Bute Council Offices, Kilmory, Lochgilphead.
The documents are available for inspection free of charge during normal working hours.
ANY PERSON may, within 28 days from 7th February 2014, object to the making of the Order by notice in writing to the 
Head of Roads & Amenity Services, 1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8RD. Objections should state the name 
and address of the objector, the matters to which they relate and the grounds on which they are made.

SCHEDULE
ROAD OVER WHICH MEANS OF EXERCISE OF PUBLIC RIGHT OF PASSAGE IS TO BE REDETERMINED
That length of road in Oban, known as Glenshellach Road, currently a carriageway, indicated with sawtooth hatching 
and marked A-B on Drawing Number T338, commencing from a point 13 metres or thereby southwest of its junction 
with McKelvie Heights, extending in a south westerly direction for a distance of 35 metres or thereby, shall become a 
cycle track the right of passage being exercisable on pedal cycle and foot only.

Jim Smith, Head of Roads & Amenity Services, 1A Manse Brae, LOCHGILPHEAD PA31 8RD

COMMITTEE MEETING 
A Meeting of the Oban, Lorn and the Isles Area Committee will be held in the Corran Halls, Oban
At 10.30a.m. - Wednesday 12th February 2014
Members of the public are welcome to attend and a public question time will take place during the meeting. Questions 
can be asked on the day or can be submitted in advance to the Area Governance Manager, 22 Hill Street, Dunoon 
PA23 7AP. Telephone: 01369 707134.
The Agenda for the meeting is available to view at the Service Point, Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, Oban, 
PA34 4AW and at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Douglas Hendry, Executive Director – Customer Services

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Café Staff 
Required

Full & Part Time Opportunities
Apply with c/v to 

café@kilmartin.org
www.kilmartin.org

01546 510278

CAROL ANN MACINTYRE
(Deceased)

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any
persons having a claim against or an
interest in the Estate of the afore-
mentioned deceased, late of 26 Ard
View Port Ellen Isle of Islay PA42 7BP,
who died on 18/11/2013, are required to
send particulars thereof in writing to the
undersigned Solicitors on or before
18/04/2014, after which date the Estate
will be distributed having regard only to
claims and interests of which they have
had notice.
Lynette Viney-Passig
SWAYNE JOHNSON SOLICITORS
2 Hall Square Denbigh 
Denbighshire LL16 3PA



Share your celebrations with

in our new look Announcements Section

call us today on 01631 568000

WEST COAST CLASSIFIEDS
www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
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Pauline
Born: 9th January 2014

Bob and Lesley are delighted 
to announce the safe arrival 
of baby Pauline, a little sister
for Susie and Gillian.

(sample ad - not to scale)

Annie
Birthday: 25th January

Look who’s all grown up!
Happy 21st birthday!
Have a brilliant day.
Lots of love from all the family 
xxx

(sample ad - not to scale)

Michael and Sophie
got engaged on 1st January

Both families are delighted 
to announce the recent 
engagement of Michael and 
Sophie. Congratulations from 
all family and friends.

(sample ad - not to scale)

Share your 
celebrations with 
our ALL NEW 
announcements
adverts - starting 
next week!

5x2 colour 
ads with 
artwork, a 
photo and 
your own 
personal 
message.
Let everyone 
know about an 
engagement,
birthday, 
anniversary or 
new arrival in 
your family!

Call us now to 
book your space!

ONLY

£25+ VAT

Your ad will appear in the Oban Times,
 The Campbeltown Courier, The Argyllshire Advertiser 

AND online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

TO ADVERTISERS - No trade advertisers in private sales
  - All boats, cars & trailers must appear in Drive Times

YOUR LOCAL WEST HIGHLAND OFFICES:
OBAN: The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

FORT WILLIAM: The Oban Times, Mamore House, The Parade, Fort William PH33 6BA
CAMPBELTOWN: The Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, 

Campbeltown, PA28 6AE
LOCHGILPHEAD: Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, PA31 8NB

To place your advertisement simply fill in the form 
below and post or hand in to any of our offices
Or visit the website and input your details at 
www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE TUESDAY 1.00pm

NAME.....................................TEL...........................

SELL YOUR ITEMS WORTH

£50 OR MORE
FOR ONLY £14.25 + VAT

UP TO 25 WORDS
TO MAKE A PAYMENT CALL 01631 568000
OR EMAIL ADVERTS@OBANTIMES.CO.UK

SELL YOUR ITEMS

UNDER £50
FREE

BUY AND SELL LOCALLY 
SAVE ON COSTLY DELIVERY CHARGES

 ANTIQUES AND
COLLECTABLES

COFFEE POT stain-
less steel and pottery 
insulated from 1960’s,  
£10 Telephone 01631 
564578.
DESSERT DISHES 
orange lustreware, for 
use or nice display,  
£10 Telephone 01631 
564578.
HALLMARKED BON-
BON DISH “ROBERTS 
and BELK” Hallmarked 
Bonbon Dish, 8” x 4”  with 
handle. Cut work design 
v g condition,  £25 Tel-
ephone 01586 554537.

NURSERY RHYME 
PRINTS 5 large colour, 
from the 1960’s/70’s, 
ideal for nursery or 
child’s bedroom,  £25 
Telephone 01631 
564578.
TEA POT stainless 
steel and pottery insu-
lated from the 1960’s,  
£10 Telephone 01631 
564578.
TEA SERVICE orange 
lustreware tea service 
for use or nice display,  
£10 Telephone 01631 
564578.

TEA SERVICE orange 
lustreware tea service 
for use or nice display,  
£12 Telephone 01631 
564578.

 AUDIO EQUIPMENT
“SKY”DIGIBOX Am-
strad Sky Digibox 
Perfect working order. 
Not needed as have 
Sky+HD now. Campbel-
town,  £15 Telephone 
01586 554537.

BABY EQUIPMENT
CAR SEAT brand new 
car seat for new born 
used once,  £40 or 
vno Telephone 01583 
431447.
TRAVEL COT Mother-
care  with bassinette 
and carry bag. Very 
good condition,  £30 
Telephone 07776 
027025.

BRIC-A-BRAC
ELEPHANT IN THAI 
WOOD lovely orna-
ment. 10” tall wooden 
Elephant from Thailand. 
V.G.Condition,  £10 Tel-
ephone 01586 554537.
LADY ELEPHANT 
WITH BABY ornament 
to match my other ad. In 
Thai wood. 9” Tall with 
cute baby elephant, v 
g condition Campbel-
town,  £10 Telephone 
01586 554537.

BUILDING / DIY
POP RIVETS 5 packs 
(500 rivets in total), 
various sizes,  £10 Tel-
ephone 01631 564578.

 CAR ACCESSORIES
CHERISHED REG 
PLATE DIG 3035 held 
on retention ready 
to transfer, £650 or 
nearest reasonable of-
fer.  Telephone 07825 
321306.

FORD ROOF BARS 
excellent condition with 

-
cus/Estate models from 
2005,  £40 Telephone 
01546 602429.
MANUAL Ford Focus 
Estate Haynes Manual 
for models from 2005,  
£5 Telephone 01546 
602429.

 CARS AND CAR
PARTS UNDER £250

HYUNDAI GETZ 1.3 
04 Reg,  89000 miles. 
MOT until Sept 14,  in 
need of repair or for 
parts. Can be delivered 
locally,  £125 Telephone 
01852 300050.

 CLOTHES, SHOES
AND ACCESSORIES

LADIES BRAND NEW 
EARRINGS brand new 
/ never worn. Earrings 
for pierced ears. Vari-
ous designs. Bought by 
mistake. Campbeltown,  
£2 Telephone 01586 
554537.
PER UNA FLEECE 
brand new Per Una 

pink, medium. Wrong 
size bought, tags still 
on, cost £35. Lovely for 
spring!!  £15 Telephone 
07783 108940.

DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

CONVECTOR HEAT-
ER (ELECTRIC) free 
standing, thermostati-
cally controlled, old but 
works well,  £5 Tel-
ephone 07776 027025.
DELONGHI DEHU-

condition, same type 
as in Argos catalogue 
item No5 page 1028,  
£49.99 Telephone 
01631 563272.
ELECTRONIC TIMER 
daily/weekly electronic 

timer suitable for table 
lamps etc. New, bought 
at Xmas, pack of two. 
Oban.  Cost £16,  £10 
Telephone 07825 
079365.
FRIDGE excellent con-
dition,  £45 Telephone 
07428 047387 North 
Connel.
UPRIGHT SIT UNDER 
hairdryer,  £10ono Tel-
ephone 01499 302097.

 FIREARMS
BROWNING FUSION 
ULTIMATE 12B Semi-
Auto 3 shot. FAC 
required. VGC,  £800 
Telephone 07990 
886646.

 FURNITURE
2 SEATER BLUE/
BLACK soft real leather 
sofa.  In good condition 
and very comfortable,  
£49.99ono Telephone 
07760 285105 after 
5pm.
3 SEATER BLUE/
BLACK soft real leather 
sofa.  In good condition 
and very comfortable,  
£49.99ono Telephone 
07760 285105 after 
5pm.
CHURCH PEWS 
(1912), solid pitch pine, 
6 foot £35, 12 foot £60, 
view Campbeltown.  Tel-
ephone 07745 785955 
or 01586 551589.
DINING TABLE solid 
oak, seats 6-8, excel-
lent condition,  £90 
Telephone 01631 
720240².
LEATHER RECLIN-
ING CHAIR brown 
Italian leather, new,  
£150 Telephone 01631 
720240².
MATTRESSES FOR 
SALE 1 king size , 1 
double, reversible. 

Heat sensitive Memory 
Foam/ Orthopaedic. 
Can deliver. Cost over 
£400 each. Accept 
each,  £150 Telephone 
07767 350233.
PINE FARMHOUSE 
TABLE and 4 chairs. 
Table 1.4m X 80cm, 
chairs come with cush-
ions,  £40 Telephone 
01546 602680².
TV STAND black ash 
and glass,  £49.99 Tel-
ephone 01631 562803.
TWO SEATER CREAM 
LEATHER sofa, almost 
new, buyer to uplift,  
£400 Telephone 01546 
606204.

GARDEN
8 SEATER CIRCULAR 
Garden Table, chairs 
attached, Buyer to col-
lect.  Offers. Telephone 
01546 600045.

HEATING, FIRES AND
FIREPLACES

ELECRIC FIRE modern 

effect good condition,  
£30 Telephone 01586 
554512.
HEARTH modern marble 
effect hearth 1220mm 
x375mm,  £40 Telephone 
01586 554512.

HOBBIES AND
CRAFTS

PEARLISED PAPER 
& CARD White, Baby 
Blue & Baby Pink col-
ours in stock available 
in A3/A4/A5 sizes, from 
13p per sheet. Contact 
Krisp Print. Telephone 
01586 554975.

HOME FURNISHINGS
FLOOR LAMP double 

arm(Ikea),  £12 Tel-
ephone 07765 503085 
Oban.

FORT WILLIAM Shinty Club 
may have suffered the igno-
miny of relegation from the 
Orion Group Premiership last 
season only three years after 
winning the Camanachd Cup 
for the fourth time in a row.

But at the club’s annual 
dinner dance and awards pres-
entation on Saturday night that 
disappointment was a distant 
memory amid a new-found 

times would soon return to An 
Aird.

At the gala occasion in the 
Moorings Hotel at Bana-
vie, new chairman Duncan 
MacPhee issued a passionate 
rallying call to players and 
supporters to put the club back 
where it belongs - at the pin-
nacle of Scottish shinty.

The Fort William solicitor, 
whose sons Arran and Niall 

said: ‘The atmosphere has 
changed. There is a new spirit 
about at An Aird. Are we just 
another shinty club or are we 
Fort William Shinty Club? 

‘I have an announcement to 
make. To everyone from the 
top to the bottom of the club 
- our comeback begins now. 
We are on our way back!’

He added: ‘It is great to see 
such a resurgence at youth 
level and excellent to see the 
two new committees working 
together.

‘I do believe we have excit-
ing times ahead of us. I am 

people in the right places to 
make our future plans happen. 
Thank you everyone who is 
committing to contributing to 
the effort.’

The evening, attended by 
around 130 players, former 

-
ers, also saw presentations to 
out-going chairman Richard 
Gall, whose 11-year tenure saw 

club steward Willie Anderson, 
who has retired after 17 years 
of devoted service to the club.

In an emotional speech Mr 
Anderson, 65, said: ‘It has been 
a particular pleasure helping 

Left to right: under-14 Player of the Year Gregor Cameron; second team Player of the Year Sean Leider; first team Player of the Year Stevie Stewart; out-going chairman Richard Gall; Willie Anderson; 
under-17 Player of the Year Arran MacPhee; joint second team Most Improved Player of the Year Alexander Cameron and Lewis Smith. 20_f06fort05

Fort William Shinty Club ready 
to make a comeback

New Fort William Shinty Club chairman Duncan MacPhee presents club steward Willie Anderson 
with his trophy. 20_f06fort06

Under-14 Player of the Year 
Gregor Cameron 20_f06fort02

Second team Player of the Year 
Sean Leider 20_f06fort03

First team Player of the Year 
Stevie Stewart. 20_f06fort04

Joint second team Most 
Improved Player of the Year 
Lewis Smith and Alexander 

Cameron. 20_f06fort01

the club that I love so much. 
I have gone through a lot of 
things in my life and this is the 
greatest of them all, standing 
with the people I love.’

Noting the large attendance, 
he joked: ‘There is something 
to be said about getting rel-
egated as more people seem to 
turn out!’

Willie’s wife Margaret was 

token of thanks for her support 
over the years.

Stevie Stewart was named as 

Gregor Cameron as under-14 

MacPhee as under-17 Player 

as second team Player of the 

Alexander Cameron and 
Lewis Smith were jointly 
awarded second team Most 

Fort William begin their Ma-
rine Harvest National Division 
campaign on March 1.

Under-17 Player of the Year Arran MacPhee with Willie and 
Margaret Anderson. 20_f06fort07



Advertise your unwanted items in The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser 
and your ad will also appear online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk.

Simply use the coupon on this page or visit the website and input your details there.

Thursday 6 February, 2014 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 25CLASSIFIEDS

PERSONAL NOTICES

STATIONERYSTONEWORK

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE STOVES

MOBILITY

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Doors &  WindowsGarage Doors
GRP/Flat Roofs

Carports and Door canopies

Replacement Sealed Units

Conservatories/Porches

Ronald or Lachie 01631 720074 or 07776402550
gordon961@btinternet.com

ACCORDIONS FOR SALE

L
O

C
A

L
  

Central Heating Systems • Underfloor Heating • Oil Fired 
 Natural Gas • LPG • Solid Fuel • Complete Bathrooms supplied 
& fitted • Tiling, Bathrooms & Kitchens • Joiner & Electrical work

New build and complete house renovations
Tel: 01631 562383 • Fax: 01631 565512

Mobile: 07774 480 393
Email: boydnjl@supanet.com

16 Airds Crescent, Oban, Argyll, PA34 5SJ
24 HOUR CALL OUT SERVICE

Plumbing & Heating 
Contractors Ltd.

PLUMBING

AFAM
Argyll forestry, windblown 

trees cleared, standing timber 
bought, fully insured.

Contact:- Michael Swailes 
07887608082

afamservices@tiscali.co.uk

TREE SERVICES

TO ADVERTISE IN OUR NEW LOOK LOCAL SERVICES SECTION CONTACT MARION LACEY ON 01631 568013 OR  MLACEY@OBANTIMES.CO.UK

OBAN BLINDS

SECONDHAND
GUNS WANTED
PARTICULARLY INTERESTED

IN GOOD QUALITY S/S OR
O/U SHOTGUNS BY LEADING

MANUFACTURERS
Telephone: 01250 872056

info@jamescrockartandson.co.uk
JAMES CROCKART AND SON
Blairgowrie Gunmakers est. 1852

FIREARMSFLOORING SPECIALIST

FIREWOOD

WINDOW BLINDS PAINTING CONTRACTORS

Owain and Corey McGougan 
Born: 17 January 2014

Stuart and Rachael are thrilled 
to announce the safe arrival 
of their twin boys, Owain and 
Corey on 17 January 2014.

Two wee brothers for Abi and 
grandsons for Neil and Jan 

and Ian and Roslyn.

Ewan Alexander Robert Gillies
BORN: 30th December 2013

Eilidh and David are 
delighted to announce the 
safe arrival of their third 

son Ewan. A little brother 
for Duncan and Andrew.

Ryan William Matthews 
Born: February 1, 2014

Justin and Heather Matthews 
are delighted to announce the 
arrival of their son Ryan William, 
born on February 1, 2014. All well. 

First grandchild to Willie and Cheryl 
Lawrie, Kinlochleven.

HAPPY 
BIG BIRTHDAY

MAGGS B

You’re a loving wife 
and amazing mum.

M.R.C. 

HAPPY
50th BIRTHDAY

CHICK!
Love always 
Inga, Eilidh

and Murdo xxx

FRAMED PRINTS old 
Oban and surrounding 
areas.  4 old lithograph 
prints in various sizes, 
from £10 each.  Tel-
ephone 01631 564578.
LAMPSHADES scal-
loped brass and trans-
parent hard plastic type 

six pairs, price per pair,  
£5 Telephone 01631 
564578.
MIRRORS double bev-
elled glass(Argos) 105 
x 74 choice of 2,   £20 
each. Telephone 07765 
503085 Oban.

 HOME OFFICE
-

net, black wood, offers. 
Buyer to collect.  Tel-
ephone 01546 600045.

 KITCHEN AND
BATHROOM

3 SETS brand new 
basin taps, still boxed,  
£20 Telephone 01631 
563188.

LIVESTOCK
PULLETS Point of 
lay, 20 weeks old.  As-
sorted hens, 12 months 
old. Telephone 01880 
730328.

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS, fea-
turing spectacular 
photography of some 
of our most scenic 
lochs, rivers, beaches 
and mountains. Places 
include: Stirling, Fort 
William, Glencoe, Ab-
erdeen, Isle of Skye, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Loch Lomond, Kelso, 
Aviemore, Forfar, Rum 
and Eigg, Shetland, 
Glentrool and Dryburgh. 
Always a popular gift 
for family and friends at 
home or abroad. Order 

on-line at www.scot-
tishcalendars.co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALEN-
DAR, fabulous views 
of the West Highlands 
portrayed in this handy 
and conveniently sized 
calendar. Places in-
clude: Inveraray, Appin, 
Oban, Seil, Isle of Mull, 
Campbeltown, Tarbert, 
Machrihanish, Fort Wil-
liam.  Ideal for home of-

on-line at www.scot-
tishcalendars.co.uk

 MISCELLANEOUS
PALLET TRUCK 
capacity 2500kg, fork 
width 450mm, fork 
length 800mm, good 
condition.  Buyer uplifts,  
£150 Telephone 01586 

SKIPNESS VIRTUAL 
GARAGE SALE Large 
selection of various 
items, www.skipness-
garage-sale.co.uk

 MOBILITY
OUTSIDE 4 WHEEL 
walking frame with seat 
and storage,  £25ono 
Telephone 01499 
302097.
STAIR LIFT STAIR 
LIFT to cover 15 steps. 
Straight mounted on 
right hand side. In 
excellent condition,  
£125 Telephone 01852 
200500 or  07867 
976689²

 MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

¾ VIOLIN with case, 
good condition,  £49.99 
Telephone 01546 
600267.
BODHRAN 18in diam-
eter, new, unused, with 
tipper,  £20 Telephone 
07765 503085 Oban.

BORSINI 120 BASE 
Piano Accordion, black, 
11 treble couplers, 7 
base registers, midi 
base with power sup-
ply and cables, good 
condition,  £850 Tel-
ephone 07741 494865 
or  01786 463907.
KEYBOARD Viscount 
Cantorium 61 key key-
board.  8 presets with 
16 channel midi input/
output,  £25 Telephone 
01499 500216²

OUTDOOR SPORTS
EQUIPMENT

BOYS SKI SUIT 10yrs 
blue jacket with black 
trousers. Good condi-
tion some scuff marks 
to inside lower leg.  
Matching gloves, gog-
gles,  £15 Telephone 
01631 730569.
BOYS SKI SUIT 
11/12yrs jacket dark 
grey with red and light 
grey and dark grey 
trousers, good condi-
tion only worn 1 weeks 
holiday,  £10 Telephone 
01631 730569.
BOYS SKI SUIT 
13/14yrs jacket black 
with grey/blue and 
black trousers.  Good 
condition only used 1 
day,  £10 Telephone 
01631 730569.
DOWN JACKET 
MOUNTAIN HARD-
WARE XL, blue with 
black trim, excellent 
condition,  £49.99 Tel-
ephone 07765 503085 
Oban.
HIKING STICK TRAIL-
WISE Photo Shoot” 
T85  7075 Seamless 
3 section 40” long with 
spiked tip one tiny 
scratch on wood top 
Campbeltown,  £25 Tel-
ephone 01586 554537.

PALEXT1 SKIS 
128CMS Rossignol 
Axium JR bindings 
Settings 2.5 - 7 Good 
condition used approx 
10 days. Poles 105cms 
Bag 160cms full length 
padding,  £49.99 Tel-
ephone 01631 730569.
SKI BOOTS ladies, size 
6, excellent condition,  
£30 Telephone 07833 
604038.
SKIS ladies, length 165 
with poles, excellent 
condition,  £30 Tel-
ephone 07833 604038.

PET ACCESSORIES
DOG CAGE large,  
£15 Telephone 01546 
600267.
DOG CAGE medium 
with divider, as new,  
£30 Telephone 01546 
600267.
PET CAGE and tray,  
£15ono Telephone 
01499 302097.

PHOTOGRAPHY
KODAK RETINNETE ll 
35MM CAMERA excel-
lent pictures,  £45 Tel-
ephone 01546 606204.
TRIPOD  for camcorder 
or camera; 20” tall and 
9” circumf when col-
lapsed; Extends up to 
60”, with grip locks. 
Good condition,  £15 
Telephone 01586 
554537.

PRINTING AND
STATIONERY

PAPER & CARD A4/A3 
size, sold in reams or 
by the box, ideal for 
copiers, lasers and 
fax machines. Contact 
Krisp Print.  Telephone 
01586 554975.
RAFFLE TICKETS 
For your prize draw, 
numbered and perfo-

rated tickets to your 
requirements. From 
Krisp Print.  Telephone 
01586 554975.

 WANTED
SCRAP METAL all 
types of scrap metal, 
we uplift scrap cars, call 
Mr Cook, West Coast 
Scrap Metals.  Tel-
ephone 01499 500638 
or 07774 621917. 
SHELVING UNITS/
SHOP FITTINGS to set 
up small charity shop. 
Hangers, mannequins 
and rails required as 
well. Reasonable price 
paid.  Telephone 01879 
230520.

to order 
visit

www.
scottish

calendars.

or call 
01371 

851 868

2014
Calendars

Oban Times
West Highland

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

September 2014

Tobermory, Isle of Mull
Kathy Collins

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30

After a pleasant voyage, we got safely and agreeablyinto the harbour of Tobermorie, before the wind rose.Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides, James Boswell.

S M T W T F S
      1 2
 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
 24 25 26 27 28 29 30
 31

AUGUST

S M T W T F S
    1 2 3 4
 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
 12 13 14 15 16 17 18
 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
 26 27 28 29 30 31

OCTOBER

£7.50
inc. worldwide 

postage

PHOTO
ORDERS A4

photograph

£6.76

A5
photograph

£4.41

You can order photos that 
appear in the Oban Times

Simply contact the Oban Times 

and the code printed alongside 
the photograph 

(photographs that do not have codes have 
been submitted by private individuals and 

are therefore ineligible for this offer)
Please add £1.30 to your total 

order if you require delivery 
of photographs to cover 
postage and packing.

Mamore House
The Parade
Fort William
PH33 6BA
01397 703003

PO Box 1

Oban
PA34 4HB
01631 568000

LOCAL SAWMILL

And other Hardwood
Beams, Planks and Lintels, Kiln Dried if required

Also

TELEPHONE: 01631 569937 • 07881 418565

SAWMILL



OBAN
MEMORIALS

OM

A & D MacLean
Master Sculptors

Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban

Design and prices on request

LETTERING AND RENOVATING
DONE IN ANY CEMETERY

TEL: 01631 563123 / 565269
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The Oban Times

THE REGIONAL 
NEWSPAPER FOR THE 
WEST HIGHLANDS, 
ISLANDS AND ARGYLL

The Oban Times is the best-
selling weekly newspaper in the 
Highlands and is distributed via 
1742 newsagents every week

Lochavullin Industrial Estate,
Crannog Lane, Oban,
PA34 4HB
Tel: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001
www.obantimes.co.uk

Northern Editor
Stephen Norris
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

News Editor
Euan Paterson
epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

Web Co-ordinator
Marian Miller
mmiller@obantimes.co.uk

Editorial

& West Highland Times

The Oban Times

Newsdesk
Oban 01631 568060
Fort William 01397 703003
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Senior Reporter
Steven Flanagan
sflanagan@obantimes.co.uk

Reporter
Emma Crichton
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising

Advertising  Executive
Rhona McKillop
adverts@obantimes.co.uk

Branch Offices
 Fort William

Tel 01397 703003
Fax 01397 702495

Lochgilphead

Tel 01546 602345
Fax 01546 602661

Campbeltown

Tel 01586 554646
Fax 01586 553006

Arran

Tel 01770 302142
Fax 01770 302021

www.obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  Sales Executive
Nadine Ross
nross@obantimes.co.uk

CHARITY DONATIONS

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of advertisements 
in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and the Advertiser
on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space 
therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code of Advertising
Practice and all other codes.
2 The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3 The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by 
the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing deadline, 
failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the 
advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or 
action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in the 
Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial failure (however 
caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled 
to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an 
advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the 
case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will 
be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from the advertisement.

shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund 
of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or 
the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or 
other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising from 
the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance 
with copy instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on 
a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise 
directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate 
of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher 
may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional invoice for the discount which 
will be treated as though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12 A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.
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MEMORIALS

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 9 February 2014

Epiphany 5
St John’s Cathedral, Oban

Holy Communion ................... 08:00
Sung Eucharist ........................ 10:15

Children’s Corner
Loop System

Large Print Hymn Books
All Welcome

Nicki McNelly, Provost
(01631) 562323

St Columba, Gruline, Mull
Holy Communion ................... 11:00

St Columba, Bishop’s House, 
Iona

Holy Eucharist......................... 09:30

CHURCH NOTICES

JOINT EASE LOTION
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Uses a soothing blend of plant based therapeutic essential 
oils to combat pain and stiffness in joints.  Joint Ease is 
a natural lotion that is applied straight to the affected 
area and is absorbed by your skin. The active formula 
of essential oils quickly starts to soothe the pain and 
stiffness associated commonly with arthritis, age related 
issues and other joint problems.
- Safe to use on all joints
- 100% natural ingredients 
- No harmful chemicals
- Relieves Arthritic pain 
- Simply massage onto joints. 

For more information or to order visit www.moss-grove.co.uk
quote OBANMG at checkout. 

Name .................................................................................................................................
Address ..............................................................................................................................
Postcode...........................Telephone ..................................................................................
Email address ....................................................................................................................
I enclose a cheque/postal order made payable to Moss-Grove for the total amount of
£ ...................................... (Please write your name and address clearly on the back of your cheque)
Or Debit my Visa/Mastercard/Delta/Maestro by £ ...............................................................
Card No .............................................................................................................................
Valid from......./....... Expiry date......./....... Issue No....... Signature .................................

CODE PRICE QTY Total
Joint Ease Lotion £12.50
Joint Ease Lotion-
Buy 2 get one half price £18.75
TOTAL ORDER COST £

Call 01292 679135
quoting OBANMG

Post order form to Moss-Grove Natural Products, 
Offer OBANMG, Craiksland, Troon, KA10 7HN

“After using Joint Ease for some months, my knee is better and I can walk quicker. My dog is pleased 
about that”. – Mrs Middleton, Derby.

“I am finding this lotion does ease the pain in my fingers.” -  Mrs Grant, Grangemouth.

Testimonials

Buy one get
another half price!

£12.50 each or
two for £18.75

OBAN MG

GOLDEN WEDDING
CAMPBELL - MACLEOD
- On February 5, 1964 at Oban 
Old Parish Church by the late 
Rev. J.F. MacDonald, Hector 
to Catherine. Present address: 
18 Market Square, Aberfeldy.

DEATHS
ARDITTI - On January 20, 
2014, suddenly on Alderney, 
Channel Islands. Paul, 
beloved husband of Philippa, 
of Ardtur, Port Appin, and 
Alderney. Funeral took place 
on Alderney on  January 31, 
2014. Donations, if wished, to 
Alderney St John’s Ambulance, 
c/o Lloyds Bank, Alderney.
BANKS - Very suddenly, on 
February 2, 2014, at The Lorn 
and Islands Hospital, Oban, in 
his 82nd year, Robert Lewis 
MacIntyre, (Robin), (former 
Senior Partner in Anderson 
Banks & Co, Solicitors, Oban), 
beloved husband of Ishbel (née 
Gordon), and dear brother 
of Marjory - sadly missed.  
Funeral will take place on 
Friday, February 7, 2014, 
from Oban Parish Church at
1.00p.m. thereafter to Pennyfuir 
Cemetery, to which all friends 

only – retiring collection/
donations will be taken for 
Cancer Research UK.
BROWN - Peacefully in The 

on Sunday February 2, 2014, 
with family by his side, James 
(Jimmy), beloved husband to 
Annie, loving dad to Morven, 
Gillies, Angus, Duncan, 
Alison and the late John and 
a much loved grandpa to 
Kirsteen, Heather, Caitlin, 
Graeme and Alasdair. Sadly 
missed and dearly loved by 
all family and friends. The 
Funeral Service will be held in 
Kilmorich Church, Cairndow 
on Friday February 7, at 
11.00am, followed by interment 
in Kilmorich Churchyard, 
to which all are respectfully 
invited.
CARMICHAEL - Lilian 
Nicholson, née Campbell 
(daughter of Mary Macfarlane, 
South Uist, and Duncan 
Campbell, Colonsay).
Peacefully at home, on 
February 1, 2014, beloved 
wife of William, dearly loved 
mother of Donald and Mary, 
and loving grandmother to 
Mikaela, Duncan, Iain and 
Lili. For information on the 
funeral arrangements please 
contact William Purves, 
Funeral Directors on 0131 447 
5858. Donations to the Mission 
Aviation Fellowship.
JOHN - Brian Joseph, passed 
away after a short illness, 
peacefully at home, on 
February 2, 2014, much loved 
husband of Mary and father 
of Lorna, Brian and Andrew.  
Formerly of Lanark and 
Edinburgh.  Funeral service to 
be held at St Margaret’s Church, 
Lochgilphead, at 10.00am 
on Friday, February 7, 2014 
and thereafter to Achnabreac 

only, donations if desired, to 
Marie Curie Cancer Care and 
Macmillan Cancer Support.
SMITH - Peacefully at the 
Highland Hospice, Inverness, 
on February 3, 2014, John, 
aged 70 years, Abertarff  Place, 
Fort Augustus, loving husband 
to the late Joyce, dearly loved 
dad of the late Michael, much 
treasured brother of Mary and 
Christina, dear brother-in-
law of Alistair and Geoff, a 
loving uncle and great-uncle.
A celebration of John’s life 
will take place on Monday, 
February 10 at 2.30pm in 
Inverness Crematorium to 
which all family and friends 
are respectfully invited.

Donations, if desired, for the 
Highland Hospice, Inverness, 
may be given at the ceremony 
or forwarded to the Funeral 
Directors, John Fraser & 
Son, 17 - 29 Chapel Street, 
Inverness, IV1 1NA.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
CONNOLLY - The family 
of Christy Anne Connolly 
(née MacLeod) would like 
to thank all relatives, friends 
and neighbours for the many 
expressions of sympathy shown 
to them following the sad loss 
of Christy Anne. Our sincere 
thanks to the staff at Ward 
B, Lorn and Islands Hospital 
for their wonderful care and 
attention; also to the staff 
at North Argyll House, who 
cared for her during the last 
three years. Grateful thanks to 
Rev Robert Brookes for visits 
and comforting church service; 
also to Rev Brian Wilkinson 
for his Gaelic scripture and 
prayer. We thank Hamish 
Hoey and Son for their support 
and guidance throughout the 
funeral arrangements.  To 
Moreen Gracie for the beautiful 

for piping at the church and 
graveside. Thank you to all 
who attended the church and 
graveside to pay their last 
respects, and many thanks for 
the very generous donations 
given to Alzheimer Scotland.
MACFARLANE - Mary and 
family wish to thank most 
sincerely all relatives and 
friends (both in Glencoe and 
Tiree) for their assistance and 
kind expressions of sympathy 
following the recent loss of 
Peggy. All cards, visits and 
offers of help were much 
appreciated as was the 
attendance at funeral and 
memorial services in Tiree 

and Glencoe respectively.
Sincere thanks to Rev 
Charles MacKinnon and Rev 
Ann Winning for their most 
comforting services. Special 
thanks to Dr’s Calder and 
Wilmington and to the nurses 
at Ballachulish Medical Centre 
for their care of Peggy. Thanks 
also to the undertakers Duncan 
Gunn and Andy Hayes for their 

Thanks to the Scarnish Hotel 
and the ladies of St Munda’s 
for refreshments after both 
services. Thanks also to 
organists Eileen O’Dea and 
Barbara Summers. The retiring 
collection for the British Heart 
Foundation raised £591.
MACLEAN - The family 
of the late Hector Maclean 
would like to thank all 
friends and neighbours for the 
overwhelming support and 
many thoughtful expressions 
of sympathy extended to 
them following their recent 
sad loss. Special thanks to Dr 
McArthur, Dr Douglas and 
staff of Tweeddale Medical 
Practice, as well as all of the 
attending nurses for the kind 
care given during Hector’s 
illness. Most grateful thanks to 
the ministers and congregation 
of the Duncansburgh-
MacIntosh Church for making 

comforting and uplifting.
Sincere thanks also to Scott 
Greenlees and staff of John 
McLellans for their careful and 
considerate handling of the 
funeral arrangements. Finally, 
thanks to all those who paid 
their respects at the Church 
and Crematorium, and whose 
great generosity raised £2,500 
for Macmillan Cancer Support 
and MS Lochaber.
MACLULLICH - Archie’s 
niece and nephews would 
like to thank close family and 
friends for kind expressions 
of sympathy and support 
throughout our uncle’s illness 
and sad loss. Special thanks 
to Tanya his carer in Eader 
Glinn and to Mary Gardiner 
and all the staff at the care 
home for their fantastic care 
and devotion to Archie and 
for all the support they have 
given us as a family. Thanks 
to the Rev Walter Ritchie for 
his comforting service both 
at the Crematorium and later 
at Craignish Church. Thanks 
also to D. MacDonald, Funeral 
Directors for their professional 

the Galley of Lorne for the 

who paid their last respects at 
the Memorial Service and who 
kindly donated £230 to Eader 
Glinn Comfort Fund.

MEMORIAMS
CAMERON - In loving 
memory of my dearest partner 
Linda, passed away February 
5, 2012.
Silent thoughts of times 
together
Hold memories that will last 
forever
Loved and remembered 
always.
- Alex MacNicol (Tottie).
CAMPBELL - Dave (The 
Bear). February 5, 2012.
Two years gone, thinking of 
you always.
Miss you.
-  Mary.
CAMPBELL - Dave (The 
Bear). February 5, 2012.
Can’t believe you have been 
gone two years.
Miss you always dad.
- David and Glenn.
CAMPBELL - My dear son 
David Campbell, February 5, 
2012
It broke our hearts to lose you
But you did not go alone
For part of us went with you
The day God called you home
Every hour of every day
My thoughts are with you.
- Mum.
CAMPBELL - In loving 
memory of my young brother 
David (the Bear), who passed 
away on February 5, 2012.
Always in our thoughts.
-  From big sis Diana, Mel, 
Gwen, Lorna and Jim.
CAMPBELL - In loving 
memory of our dear brother 
and uncle, David, who died 
February 5, 2012.
Fondly remembered always.
- Kenny, Marion, Karina, 
Kevin and boys.
CAMPBELL - David Glen.
In loving memory of a much 
loved brother and uncle sadly 
taken from us on February 5, 
2012.
- Love from Marina, David, 
Davina and Iona.
DAVIS - In loving memory 
of Elizabeth Anne (Betty) 
née Black, who passed away 
February 11, 2013. Greatly 
missed.
- Stewart and Elsie.
MACARTHUR - In loving 
memory of our dearly missed 
mother and granny Morag, 
who passed away on February 
5, 2013.
Always in our thoughts
- Duncan, Alistair and Allan.
MACALLISTER – Billy.
In memory of my husband who 
died February 8, 2010. Rest in 
Peace.
Our Lady of Lourdes pray for 
him.
Our Lady Star of the Sea pray 
for him.
- Mary-Jane and family.
MACDONALD - Treasured 
memories of a much loved 
mother, gran and great gran 
Catherine, who passed away 
on February 6, 1998 and loved 
ones gone before and since.

No tears, no verse can ever 
say
How  much we love and miss 
you every day.
- Jean and family, 47 Drumfada 
Terrace, Corpach.
MACDONALD - In loving 
memory of my dear wife 
Catherine MacDonald, who 
passed away on February 1, 
2007. Also remembering at 
this time, my dear cousins 
Hugh MacDonald, Stronaba 
Farm, Spean Bridge, who 
passed away February 1, 1984, 
and Robert MacDonald who 
passed away at Maidstone, 
Kent, January 17, 1990.
So dearly loved
So sorely missed
Until the day breaks

- Malcolm MacDonald.
MACDONALD - In loving 
memory of my dear husband, 
Lachlan MacDonald, who died 
February 7, 2003.
My thoughts are always with 
you

I know you walk beside me
And when my life is through
I pray that God will take my 
hand
And lead me straight to you
Loved and remembered 
always
- By your loving wife, Ellen 
xxx.
MACDONALD - In loving 
memory of our dear dad, 
Lachlan MacDonald, who died 
February 7, 2003.
Another year has passed
Since that sad day
The dad we loved was called 
away
His life was full of kindly 
deeds
A helping hand to those in 
need
A pleasant smile
A heart of gold
No better person, this world 
could hold
Loved and remembered 
always.
- Donald, Ellen, John and 
Eleanor.
MACINNES - In loving 
memory of Roddy, who died 
on February 6, 2013.
Just a prayer from the family 
who loved you
Just a memory fond and true
In our hearts you will live 
forever
Because we thought the world 
of you
Sadly missed.
- Peggy and family in Eriskay 
and Oban.
MACLEAN  - In loving 
memory of our dear mum, 
gran and great-gran, Annag 
MacLean, Kinlochleven, 
passed away February 10, 2011 
also remembering our dad and 
grampa Calum MacLean, who 
passed away May 19, 1984.
Loved and remembered 
always.
- Ian, Elizabeth and family and 
Roddy, Fiona and family.
MACLEAN - In loving 
memory of my gran Annag 
MacLean, who sadly passed 
away on February 10, 2011.
Loved and remembered 
always.
- Christina xx.
MACLEAN - In loving 
memory of a dear sister, auntie, 
and grand auntie, Katie, died 
on February 8, 2010.
We watched you getting tired, 
a cure was not to be,
God put his arms around you, 
and whispered come with me.
Our Lady Star of the Sea pray 
for her.
- Annag and family, Oban and 
Glasgow.
MACLEAN - Cherished 
memories of Ian (Cleansy), a 
much loved son, brother and 
uncle, who died on February 
5, 2004.
Memories are a gift to treasure
Ours of you will last forever
- Mum, Dad, Ann, Sandra, and 
families.
MACLEAN - Ian (Cleansy).
Loved and remembered every 
day. A friend like you will 
never again come our way.
- Libby, Pat and family.
MACLEAN - In memory 
of a dear sister, sister-in-law, 
and auntie Mary Campbell 
MacLean who died on February 
8, 2005.
Those we love don’t go away
They walk beside us every day
Unseen, unheard, but very 
near
Still loved and missed and very 
dear.
- Margaret, Archie, Fiona and 
Duncan.
MACPHEE - In loving 
memory of my dear sister 
Mary, who died February 5, 
2013.
Loved and remembered every 
day.
- Jessie and Ian.
WHITE - Precious memories 
of Russell a loving husband, 
dad and proud papa, who 
passed away on February 5, 
2008.
Close in my heart
Your memory is kept
To love, to cherish and never 
forget.
- Always Hazel x.
Loves you special papa.
- Sophie, Erin and grandson 
Callum. xxx 
WHITE - In loving memory 
of our dear son-in-law Russell, 
passed away February 5, 2008.
We opened our book of 
memories today
And your name is in special 
print
God has you in his keeping
We have you in our hearts
Love always.
- Mum and Dad, Fort William.
x

MARGARET Malcolm Harris 
(nee Campbell) was born on 
October 14, 1918 at Inverliever, a 
sheep farm on Lochetiveside.

She died peacefully at Cross-
house Hospital, Ayrshire on 
January 20, 2014 after a very 
short illness.

She is survived by her children, 
Catherine, David and Jess and 
eleven grandchildren.

Throughout her life she kept 
diaries and wrote about her 
experiences. These sources 
provide an insight into what was 
a remarkable life.

Her family had been farmers 
at Inverliever since the 1840s 
but prior to that, had migrated 
west from Glenlyon where they 
farmed at Roroyare – the name 
of her house in Taynuilt where 
she lived happily for most of her 
days.

There were a number of promi-
nent evangelical ministers in 
the family tree, notably Patrick 
Campbell who was active in 
Glenlyon at the time of the Dis-
ruption in the Church of 1843.

She was educated at Oban 
High School and subsequently at 
Secretarial College in Glasgow.

At the outbreak of the Second 
World War, she enlisted in the 
Women’s Royal Naval Service 

stationed in Oban.
She was promoted quickly to 

Leading Wren and subsequently 
(following a stint in Greenwich 
Royal Naval College, London) 

thereafter stationed at Greenock 
for four years.

As Head of Watch she reported 
directly to the Admiral and Chief 

of Staff concerning the move-
ment of all Atlantic Shipping.

There were times she recalled 
when messages concerning the 
meeting between Churchill and 
Roosevelt took place in Mid-
Atlantic and when the North 
African invasion and D-Day 
landings were being planned, 
she was privy to information of 
the utmost secrecy.

Towards the end of the war, she 
volunteered for active service 
despite the loss of her brother 
Archie in Germany. She made 
three trips across the Atlantic as 

SS Isle de France in 1945.
She described a Force 9 gale 

crossing involving zig-zagging 

awarded the Atlantic Star medal 
in recognition of her service.

Following the war, she worked 
in London for the Press Division 
of the Admiralty and then for 
a Public Relations Company, 
Hubert Williams, and subse-
quently the Anglo American Oil 
Company.

She returned home to nurse 
her father in the early 1950s at 
Springbank, Taynuilt.

She married in 1952, had Cath-
erine in 1953, David in 1954 and 
Jess in 1958.

Her husband, Bert, was 
tragically killed in an accident in 
Nigeria in 1961 and she returned 
home to Taynuilt with the chil-
dren who at that time were aged 
eight, seven and three.

She worked as a secretary to 
the Generation Engineer at Cru-
achan Power Station until her 
retirement in 1978 but provided 

holiday cover for a further 11 
years thereafter.

She was an active participant 
in all aspects of village life 
– a founder member of the golf 
and badminton clubs, the com-
munity council, An Comunn 
Gaidhealach and Oban and Lorn 
Housing Association.

She was also active in the As-
sociation of Wrens and the Oban 
High School Former Pupils 
Association, attending annual 
reunions until she was in her 
nineties.

She was a volunteer worker at 
Oxfam for 11 years, Meals on 
Wheels volunteer and a regular 
member of the Congregation at 
Muckairn Parish Church.

in the village, driving as she 
did until she was 90, and a keen 
contestant at all the whist drives 
and ceilidhs in the village hall.

She moved to West Kilbride in 
2011 to be closer to her daughter, 
Jess, who provided loving care 
until her recent sudden illness.

Obituary - Margaret Malcolm Harris
October 14, 1918 - January 20, 2014

a pillar of community life in Fort 
William and Lochaber for 55 
years.

He kept the electric lights on 
for 48 years, kept the peace for 
almost 40 years and the spiritual 
lights on for 55 years.

He was a beacon of community 
leadership. Hard work and an 
interest in other people meant he 
kept his youthful sparkle until a 
short illness before his death at 
83.  

man’ and a wonderful raconteur 

in the Fort’.
He had respect and friends 

throughout the community, from 
the those receiving his judge-
ments as Honorary Sheriff, to 

when leading projects such as 
the community CCTV company 
for the High Street and the Nevis 
Centre committee.

Hector was born in Camp-
beltown, Argyll. During the 
outbreak of World War II, the 
schoolboy Hector showed early 
promise as an entrepreneur de-
livering rolls and milk to the US 
Navy base there.

up potions’ for the pharmacist 
and delivering them to ap-
preciative old ladies, and learnt 
running skills dodging the local 

methylated spirits.
After demanding a job from 

the company boss, Hector 
started as an electrical engineer 
in Campbeltown and married 
May at the age of 21 and they 
moved to Islay.  

Nancy and Martin were born 
and Hector moved up the Hydro 
Electric Company career ladder 
and was Second Assistant Engi-
neer to the Hydro Electric Board 
when the family arrived in Fort 

William in 1959.
His bosses couldn’t understand 

stay in Fort William’ despite 
his obvious potential, but he 
remained professionally content 

Fort William’.

and the boys’ out in all weathers 
at all hours keeping the electric-
ity switched on throughout 
Lochaber was a treasure trove of 
West Highland life. He gleefully 
negotiated with estate owners to 
ensure the remote crofts gained 
an electricity supply.  

Hector, a man of strong moral 
and religious values, became 
Session Clerk of the Church of 
Scotland Mackintosh Memo-
rial Church and served on many 
Presbytery  and Appointment 
Committees to ensure the best 
ministers for Lochaber parishes.

the Mackintosh congregation to 
merge with the Duncansburgh 
charge. He made it his business 
to welcome new priests to Loch-
aber and set an ecumenical tone 
of co-operation.

Hector served on the Children’s 

Panel, became a Justice of the 
Peace and was an Honorary Lay 
Sheriff. He sat on the Sheriff 
Court Bench, and his stories 
of errant local poachers and 

sensitive insight into the human 
condition and West Highland 
culture.  

He remained on the Honorary 
Bench into his 80s, despite 
European regulations, because 

He was a member of the Round 
Table and the Rotary Club, which 
awarded him the Paul Harris 

achievement award’.
He was chair of the Loch-

aber Multiple Sclerosis Society 
branch and became an important 
advocate for the disease and lo-
cal people and families affected 
by it.

Hector was a member of the 
Strathspey and Reel Society and 
an honorary member of Lochaber 
Burns Club. He enjoyed sailing 
locally and was a keen member 
of the local history society, 
which he regaled frequently with 

Hector was happily married 
to May for 57 years and was 
devoted to their children and 
grandchildren. He was left 
bereft when May died but later 
found himself happy and in love 
again in his 80s with Daphne.
They were married for nearly 
two years.

Fort William has lost a man of 
skill, honour and integrity who 
was a true community leader 
and touched many lives.  

We will all remember him with 
great affection and admiration 
after a life well lived for 83 years 
with thought for others and the 
common good.

Dr James Douglas

July 20, 1930 - January 15, 2014
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LAST
WEEK’S
SHINTY 
BALL
WAS
HERE. . .

I enclose £1 for 20 crosses (tick box) The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, 
but you may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to 
abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this 
coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

Name ........................................................................

Address ....................................................................

 ..................................................................................

 ....................................Tel No. ..................................

Please
tape your 

£1 coin 
here

SPOT THE 
SHINTY BALL
C O M P E T I T I O N

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 20 
attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB 
by 12noon Tuesday.

Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, 
mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof 
of delivery.

decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be 
shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding 
the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and 
void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund 
of the price of the coupon to any person who has entered the 
competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible 
to enter.

ALL YOU HAVE TO DO
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph 
opposite.  Now look carefully at the position of the 
players and use your skill and judgement to place a 
cross at the exact point where you think the centre of 
the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts 
on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on 
separate coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase 
by £50 per week until it is won outright.  To win the 
jackpot, the centre of your cross must be in the exact 
centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will 
be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of 
£25 will be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other 
prizes will be awarded that week.

WIN
£1100

This week’s nearest the ball winners, 
who each receive £25 are:

J Fraser, Inverlochy, Fort William

A MacVean, Kilmichael Glassary

Crowning glory 
as Athletic net 
eight in West of 
Scotland match

-

SAFL fixtures
FOOTBALL

Green Machine 
defeated by
the weather

FOOTBALL

‘This is how we plan to play and we feel 
this is the style that suits our squad’ 

-

-

-
-

MacTavish Cup:
-
-

-

Aberdein Considine Suth-
erland Cup:

-

-

-

Scottish Hydro Camanachd Cup first
round draw made at Celtic Connections

Donald Shaw, Archie Robertson and Phil Cunningham at the Camanachd Cup draw. 

-

-

-

Bullough Cup:

-

-

-

Strathdearn Cup: First 
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Contribution

-

-

-

SHINTY

YOUTH FOOTBALL

Oban Saints youths - results and fixtures

Oban Celtic travelled to take on Inverness in a pre-season friendly   
last Saturday at the Bught Park. Inverness won 3-1. Our photo 

shows Celtic’s Shuggie MacFarlane and the home team’s Dougie 
Rankin in a tussle for the ball. t06shinty2no

Oban Athletic 8
Crown Park 1

-

-

-

Subdued

-

-

-

Oban Athletic striker Kris Gilles gets the ball under control during Saturday’s match against Crown Park.   Photo: Kevin McGlynn
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Sport

Weather
Thursday Light rain showers
 Winds strong west south westerly
 Temperatures 3°C to 7ºC

Friday Sunny intervals
 Winds moderate south westerly
 Temperatures 2ºC to 6ºC.

Weekend Heavy rain
Outlook Winds strong east south easterly
 Temperatures 3ºC to 6ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, February 6, 2014
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm
Thur  04.11   1.1 10.00 3.3 16.37       1.4       22.03      3.1
Fri  05.03 1.5 10.56 3.0 17.32       1.7       23.03       2.9     
Sat  06.07 1.7 12.50 2.8 18.36       1.8         **.**        *.*
Sun  00.54 2.8 07.42 1.9 14.45       2.9       19.52      1.8
Mon  02.28 2.9 09.32 1.8 15.45 3.0         21.12     1.7
Tues       03.28       3.1 10.26 1.6 16.16 3.2 22.07      1.5
Wed  04.10   3.3 11.06 1.5 16.45 3.5 22.49       1.3
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)
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The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with
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KARATE

FOOTBALL

Oban Saints face 
tough Scottish Cup 
tie this weekend

POOL

 Oban Pool League - Sponsored by The Creagan Inn
                                                       P     W     D     L     GF     GA    Pts
 1 Lancaster A  12 11     0      1      92      28      22
 2 Cellar Bar  12    11     0      1      91      29      22
 3 Markie Dans A  12    11     0      1      84      36      22
 4 Lancaster B  12     7      1      4      69      51      15
 5 Lochnell  12     6      2      4      63      57      14
 6 Markie Dans B  12     5      2      5      61      59      12
 7 Gluepot                         12     4      0      8      55      65       8
 8 Claredon                   12     3      2      7      54      66       8
 9 Lochavullin  12     4      0      8      46      74       8
10 Foley’s Bar  12     3      0      9      48      72       6
11 Creagan Inn  11     2      1      8      24      86       5
12 Outreach  11     0      0    11     25      85       0

OBAN Saints senior team will 
play the biggest game of their 
season so far when they take 
SAFL rivals Thorn Athletic 
in the 6th round of the Fosters 
Scottish Amateur Cup with the 
winners gaining a place in the 
last 16 of the national competi-
tion which started with more 
than 700 teams.
The club is hoping to get the 

3G pitch at Oban High School 
as a back up in case Glencruit-
ten is unplayable because of the 
bad weather.
The game is scheduled to 

kick-off at 2pm with referee 
Tom Gilchrist from Motherwell 
in charge.
The teams have met in cup and 

over the years and Saints have 
still to record a win over the 
Johnstone side in Oban.
 Thorn defeated the much-
fancied Drumchapel Amateurs 
3-2 away from home in a replay 
last Saturday so a tough match 
is in prospect for the Oban side 
this weekend.
Manager Iain Jackson 

took in Thorn’s game with 
Drumchapel at the weekend and 
was impressed by what he saw, 

team can progress to the last 16 
of the competition.
Last Saturday’s West of 

Scotland Cup 4th round match 
between Giffnock North and 
Saints was called off on the 
morning of the game after 
a pitch inspection found the 
surface at Giffnock to be 
unplayable.

A FATHER and his two sons 
have returned from their 

with two medals.
Robert Neil and his sons 

Callum and Rhys represented 

competition on January 19, 
the Scottish Karate Grand 

Community Centre. The event, 

Alliance (SKA)/ World Union 
of Karate-Do Federations 
(WUKF) calendar, attracts 
clubs from all over Scotland.

Robert, who took gold in the 
over-35 Masters Kumite (spar-
ring), said: ‘As Oban Kar@e            
is a small club compared to 
all the others we certainly put 
Oban on the map by giving an 
outstanding performance. 

‘There were only three of us 
from the club, unlike the bigger 
teams from other established 
clubs, but we certainly made an 
impression.’

Younger son Rhys got a silver 
medal after placing second 
in the 5 - 6 years Kumite. He 

overall performance to place 

in the Kata in the 7 - 8 years 
age group. Robert said he was 
proud of both his sons, who 
had never before taken part in a 
competition.

Oban Kar@e Club meets 
every Tuesday in the Scout Hall, 
Oban at 7pm. 

Kar@e family pick 
up silverware at 
Scottish Grand Prix

Patrick Winterton uses roller skis to train on the path between Ganavan and Dunbeg. 16_t06winterton01

THE HILLY path between 
Ganavan and Dunbeg is already 
well used by walkers, runners 
and cyclists but one man has 
found a new use for the slaloming 
tarmac - cross country skiing.

Former Winter Olympian 
Patrick Winterton, who will be 

week, believes he can start a new 
cross-country skiing club in his 
home town of Oban.

And Patrick believes that he 
doesn’t even need any snow to 
get started, after discovering 
the ‘perfect’ training course on 
the path between Ganavan and 
Dunbeg.

The 52-year-old, who repre-
sented Team GB in cross coun-
try skiing at the 1988 Olympics, 
said: ‘As part of my role with 
the BBC I’ll be doing course 
analysis and I will have to ski 
round these tough courses. 

‘The Olympics likes to make 

cross-country skiing, biathlon 
and ski jumping, since his retire-
ment in 1990 but revealed he 
may have to give it up if there is 
a British winner.

‘I’ve threatened to retire from 
commentary if I ever cover a 
major event with a British win-
ner,’ said Patrick, who commen-
tates for Eurosport during the 
ski season. ‘We’ve never been 
anywhere near the medals but at 
these Olympics we’ve got a guy 
called Andrew Musgrave from 
Huntly, who is so good that he 
might just do it.’

Cross country skiing is often 
regarded as the most demand-
ing of all endurance sports, as 
virtually every muscle group 
is involved. Competitors in the 
Olympic 50km cross country 
skiing will typically climb a total 
of 1,000 metres and reach speeds 
of up to 80kph on the downhill 
sections on skis 45mm wide.

decided to get training. 
‘I was out cycling on the path 

between Ganavan and Dunbeg 
and I immediately thought, ‘I 
know what this will be good 
for’.’

Using roller skis, which 

roller skates’, he simulates the 
movements required of a cross 
country skier on the hilly path.

‘It is very similar to skiing,’ said 
Patrick. ‘This path could have 
been designed for cross country 
ski training. It is perfect.’

On his return from Russia, 
Patrick plans to buy in a few sets 
of roller skis - the boots, bindings 

those used in skiing - in order to 
start a new club in the area.

Club members would use the 
area’s hilly paths to practice 
during the summer to prepare 
for the winter slopes.

Patrick has been commentating 
on Nordic events, which include 

Ganavan to 
Dunbeg path 
‘perfect’ for
ski training

Moira Paterson presents Isaac 
Lines with a cheque from the 

Argyll and Bute Trust. 

A RECORD entry took part 
in the latest round of the 2014 
Region 5 tour season.

This year has seen the best 
start to a Region 5 tour so far 
and 43 eager players from Oban 
and Lorne awaited the draw last 
Friday.

Regional chairman Laura 
Ann Sneddon, league chairman 
Barry Clark and Outreach team 
captain Sandy Galbraith were 
present for the draw, which 
decided who would play in the 
preliminary round.

Right from the off there were 
matches worthy of at least semi 

number of top players entered, 

round.
The players from the Cellar 

Bar team dominated the 2013 
tour, having three players in four 

THIS year’s Oban Pool League 
will be decided on game differ-
ence, following the mid-season 
meeting.

The championship race is so 
close this season,  the prospect 
of teams being tied was a main 
talking point at the meeting last 
Wednesday.

points, a play-off will only come 
into play if teams tied cannot be 
further separated by their head-
to-head record. 

Despite calls for a play-off 
weeks ago from certain quarters 
it was unanimously agreed by 
all captains that game difference 
will come into effect.

The Lancaster ‘A’ knew the 
importance of the previous 
evening’s outcome and wasted 
no time in securing the win 
away to The Lochavullin last 
Thursday to keep themselves 
ahead of their rivals. A depleted 
Lochavullin side were simply 
mis-matched against the league 
leaders who only yielded one 
game throughout the match.

Defending champions The 
Cellar are right on their coat 
tails after crushing their rival’s 
second string The Lancaster ‘B’. 
Although they may have fallen 
one game behind in the title 
race this was a huge win against 

Oban Pool meeting agrees 
league championship will be 
decided on game difference

quality opposition for The Cellar 
-

cant come the end of April.
Sigh of relief

Markie Dans ‘A’ still remain 
level on points with both sides 
after coming through their derby 
against their junior side Markie 
Dans ‘B’. A huge sigh of relief 
could be heard along the Corran 
Esplanade when they stumbled 
across the winning line after 
being behind for the majority of 
the evening.

The eagerly awaited Connel 
derby saw The Gluepot welcome 
old foes The Lochnell.

Unfortunately for the hosts 
once again the North Connel 
side prevailed and keep hold of 

the bragging rights for another 
season. 

week saw Foley’s Bar pick up a 
rare win on their travels against 
The Claredon.

Results: Markie Dans B 4-6 
Markie Dans A; Lancaster B 2-8 
The Cellar; The Claredon 4-6 
Foleys Bar; The Lochavullin 1-9 
Lancaster A; The Gluepot 3-7 
The Lochnell.

v Markie Dans A; The Cellar v 
The Claredon; Foleys Bar v The 
Lochavullin; Lancaster A v The 
Gluepot; The Lochnell v Markie 
Dans B.

TOP SCOTTISH junior wind-
surfer Isaac Lines is a step 
closer to achieving his ambition 
of representing Scotland at the 
European and World Windsurf-
ing Championships.

The Dunoon Grammar School 
pupil was presented with a 
cheque by Moira Paterson from 
the Argyll and Bute Trust to 
help him train for forthcoming 
events.

Isaac is a member of the Royal 
Yachting Association Scottish 

Squad and was selected in 
recognition of his potential to 
progress within the British Sail-
ing Team.

Commitment
He was selected on the basis 

of his performance and commit-
ment to a programme of training 
and competition over a period 
of several years. Selection has 
established his status as a UK 
Squad sailor who will represent 
Great Britain at major interna-
tional events in the forthcoming 
years.

This winter Isaac is preparing 
hard for the start of the season 
with the UK squad at the National 
Sailing Academy in Weymouth 
and with the Scottish Squad at 
the National Watersports Centre 
on Cumbrae. 

He is attending intensive devel-
opment weekends which involve 
a range of activities, including 

-
ing, classroom-based theory 

WINDSURFING

Brian Edwards had his first tour win.

This time there was not a Cellar 
player in sight as it was the turn 
of the Lancaster A to provide 
three players to go into the semi 

Muir took the fourth spot.

winner Jim was enough to seal 

Riley, while there was nothing 
much separating teammates 
Barry Clark and Brian Edwards. 

One slip up from either player 
gifted their opponent the frame 
and early on it was Brian who 
was taking full advantage of 
this, however, Jim Muir fought 
back.

At 5-4 down and after what 
looked like a fantastic shot to 

frame, Jim over ran by an inch to 
leave himself an impossible shot 
and left it for Brian to pick up his 

First tour win for Brian

sessions and work with specialist 
support staff and coaches. 

When not travelling the length 
and breadth of the country, Isaac 
can often be seen out practis-
ing at Toward Sailing Club or 

mountain bike.
Isaac said: ‘I have to pay for all 

my training, travel, competitions 
and equipment, so support from 
individuals and groups is really 
important in helping me achieve 
my ambitions.’

The Argyll and Bute Trust is 
a county charity, which helps 
young people to follow and 
achieve their dreams and ambi-
tions.

Isaac gets help 
with training costs
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HIGHLAND Council has come 

the community would be locked 
out of play parks at a new school 
to be built at Fort William.

It had been expected much of 
the space allocated for recreation 

campus would be open to the 
public at all times.

adults. 

Lochaber District Partnership in 

a report by assistant wards 

THE CAOL campus is part of 

schools for the Fort William 
area.

classroom Roman Catholic 

Fort William and Lochyside RC 
primaries.

A new Caol Community 
Centre will be built on the site 

The contract will be awarded 
in April, with the new schools 

FORT William Shinty Club is 

Richard Gall noticed on Friday 

FORT William Shinty 
Club brushed away the 

from the Orion Group 
Premiership last season at a 
packed awards presentation 

William solicitor Duncan 
MacPhee predict a rapid return 

to a new enthusiasm and 

emotional farewell to club 
steward Willie Anderson, who 
has retired after 17 years of 

See full report and photos, 

in Fort William Sheriff Court. 

almost 20 years as a sheriff in Dundee.

He will also preside part time in 
Portree. 

Sheriff Richardson said he was 

his introduction but kept his speech 
short. 

he heard an assault case the same 
afternoon. 

Fort William Shinty Club chairman Duncan MacPhee presents club steward Willie Anderson with a trophy on his retirement. 20_f06fort06

areas and equipment.  
Ms Tayler read out an email 

Robert Campbell on the latest 

Caol campus. 

currently located wholly within 

Response
That prompted a furious 

response from Councillor Eddie 
Hunter, who demanded local 

school holidays.

inaccessible to the community is 
totally unacceptable.

children is not acceptable and 

must be open to the community 

these wonderful facilities that 

cameras there was no reason 
why the play area should not be 
open at all times.  

The partnership, chaired 
by Councillor Bren Gormley, 

concerns.
Councillor Gormley said: 

all times to the community play 

due to open in February 2016.  

has announced that contracts 

school and community facilities 

Achintore primaries. 
And Robertson Construction 

Northern Ltd will construct 

Medium primary with 

Road in Caol with space for a 

to demand. Construction on both 

Committee leader, Councillor 
Thomas MacLennan welcomed 

in the Fort William area.

pupils, parents and school staff 

news for our local economy with 

Fizzing: Richard Gall wants 
assurances over An Aird.  

20_f06goals01

to be seen.
Mr Gall contacted Lochaber 

Leisure Centre, which handles 

what the problem was with the 

council due to safety concerns 

for them.
He told The Oban Times

Lochaber Leisure Centre then 

the park is booked and they need 
it for this Saturday .

line the park. This is what we 

A furious Mr Gall blamed 

there be no repeat.

works at An Aird. They were 

Fort William Shinty Club. The 

ments done.

and we want to make sure they 

possible risk to either players or 

by the council. We do not deal 

are inspected annually.

Shinty Club as best we could in 
this instance, our staff did ask 

and lay them out so that the club 
could erect them.

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

New school 
play area 
lock out fury

Sheriff Richard Davidson. 
20_f06sheriff01

New sheriff 
on Fort bench

Part of campus to be fenced off to public

for Fort 
shinty club 

By Stephen Norris

Royal Navy man drove bomb disposal 
car while over the drink drive limit

Anger over An Aird goals debacle

the wheel of the specialist 

the town.
Concerned members of 

the public called police after 

marked as a bomb dis

short stay car park.

William Sheriff Court.

Kennedy said there were no 

items inside the car.  

CORRAN Ferry fares will come 

Members will discuss a study 
by transport consultants AECOM 

either 10 or 25 per cent.
Fort William and Ardnamurchan 

councillor Andrew Baxter will 
criticise the report because, he 
claims, it contains no data on how 
local households and businesses 

increases already imposed.
Tickets for frequent users of the 

23.7 per cent in 12 months after 

cent on April 1.

is not the report I asked for. I asked 

about the real economic impact 

Corran Ferry fares 
in council spotlight

Spring Weddings
Special feature on pages 10 & 11

for full details 

on how to claim 

your local 

residents Sea Life 

Annual Pass see 

page 13
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WORK to rebuild a ruined 13th century 
castle near Kilchoan in Ardnamurchan is 
underway after archaeologists completed 
surveys of the historic landmark.

Mingary Castle, owned by Ardnamurchan 
Estate proprietor Donald Houston, is being 
restored by the Mingary Castle Preservation 
Trust to make the building habitable once 
more.

Excavations on the castle, once a chain of 
coastal strongholds under the MacDonald 
Lordship of the Isles, have already revealed 
clues to its past. Finds include a secret cham-
ber and fragments of bone. 

Now part of the old moat below the castle 

a woodchip biomass boiler which will dry 
out the walls for plastering and eventually 
provide heating and hot water to the castle. 

Local historian Jon Haylett said care has 

disturb the original moat as little as pos-
sible. 

He said: ‘The rest of the moat will be left 
as is it is, it will be kept exactly the same. 
There’s talk of covering the boiler with 

environment.
‘I’m looking forward immensely to seeing 

the character of the building three or four 

hundred years ago.’ The castle has been 
unoccupied for over 150 years and restoring 
it is expected to cost almost £2.5m. 

In a bid to help raise the funds, members 
of the public are being asked to ‘sponsor a 
stone’. Supporters can choose the stone they 
want on an online photograph of the castle’s 
east wall. 

They can then name the stone and will be 
assigned a personal serial number. 

Mr Haylett said: ‘It has started off really 
well, people have been very generous but 
to put it bluntly we need more, we’ve got to 
keep the momentum up.’ 

Around £250,000 has been donated to the 
cause so far.

THE SCOTTISH Government’s 
expert ferry group (EFG) has 
been hit by a resignation row 
just four months after it was 
established.

Economics professor Neil 
Kay quit the organisation this 
week claiming the interests of 
passengers were being ignored 
in favour of ‘lobbying and vested 
interests’.

In a letter to transport minister 
Keith Brown, the academic said 
ferry users and communities 
dependent on ferries were 
‘peripheral’ to the group’s work. 

Instead, he claimed, the 
forum was ‘designed to 
voice and promote producer 
interests, including that of some 
established operators’ - and was 
effectively operating in secret. 

Professor Kay also said joining 
the group had been ‘a mistake’ 
and urged the government to 

THE CENTRE directing 

across the Highlands and Islands 

years, despite a decision to axe 
the base.

That’s the view of Michael 
Foxley after the Scottish Fire 
and Rescue Service (SFRS) 
board rejected his proposal to 
retain the Inverness Fire Control 
Room last week.   

Dr Foxley told the board 
Inverness should be kept as one 

for geographical balance and 
because of increased activity 

A LOCHABER man has been 
found guilty of assaulting his 
estranged wife by throwing a 
chair at her. 

Roderick Smith of 2 Garvan, 
Locheilside, hurled the 
wooden dining chair at Betty 
Smith in his home during 
a row on October 13 last 
year, Fort William Sheriff 
Court heard. Sheriff Richard 
Davidson said he could ‘see 
no reason to doubt’ evidence 
from the couple’s daughter 
Rebecca Smith, 17, that her 
45-year-old father threw the 

Speeding          
driver who 
careered off road 
fined £400
A KINLOCHLEVEN man 
whose speeding car careered off 
the A82 near Fort William has 

Steven MacLeod, of 19 Foyers 
Road, pled guilty to driving 
without due care and attention 
around three miles south of the 
town on June 21 last year. 

Procurator Fiscal Laura 
Ryan told Fort William JP 

accelerate to avoid the car as it 
veered across the road before 
coming to a halt on a footpath. 

The 22-year-old said: ‘I took a 
corner too fast and lost control 
of the car, it spun out on the 
road.’

MacLeod was taken to 
the Belford Hospital in Fort 
William to be treated for a 
minor head injury. Nobody else 
was hurt.

JP John Hutchison issued 

points. 

AN EDINBURGH mountaineer 
missing for three days near Fort 
William has been found dead below 
Scotland’s second highest waterfall.

Lochaber Mountain Rescue Team 
discovered the body of Alistair 
Porteous at the foot of the 390-foot 
Steall Falls in Glen Nevis around 
1pm on Monday.

Mr Porteous, 56, was reported 
missing on Friday night after failing 
to return from a traverse of a popular 

mountain route known as the Ring of 
Steall, four Munros in the Mamore 
range between Fort William and 
Kinlochleven. 

Lochaber MRT was able to narrow 

Mr Porteous’ broken helmet below 
the falls on Sunday.

Team leader John Stevenson told 
The Oban Times: ‘It is an area we 
regularly check out because it is a bit 
of an accident blackspot. 

‘It is an area you don’t want to be 
in at all.

‘He might have been trying to 
cross the burn higher up and may 
have fallen in. We think he might 
have been further up but got washed 
down in the meltwater.

Conditions
‘It was terrible conditions we were 

out in and there was so much snow.’
Mr Stevenson said the huge search 

operation launched on Saturday 

involved 80 mountain rescue team 
members, including Penrith MRT, 
who were training in the area at the 
time, Lochaber MRT, Glencoe MRT 
and two RAF teams.

Search dogs and the Royal 
Navy helicopter Rescue 177 from 
Prestwick also joined the hunt for 
Mr Porteous.

A police spokesperson said a report 
will be submitted to the procurator 

POLICE have launched a fresh appeal 
to identify the body of a man found on 
Skye last September.

The remains were recovered from 
the shore at Kyleakin near the Skye 
Bridge around 6.45am on Sunday, 
September 8.

Police re-issued the appeal after rul-
ing out the 24 names given to during 

contact with missing people organisa-
tions and police forces throughout the 
UK and abroad.

It is now believed the man may be 
aged between mid-forties to early six-
ties, short dark hair going grey and a 
moustache. His face and forearms are 

suntanned with freckles on his fore-
head, across his nose and on his arms. 
He is Caucasian, 5’10” tall, slim build, 
and weighs 13 stone. The man’s teeth 
are in poor condition, with a number 
broken or missing. Police believe the 
man was left handed and that he was 
a smoker.

On his left forearm are two self-

of a cross or ‘T’ symbol measuring 
2 x 1.7 cm and the second a ‘G’ like 
symbol measuring 1.5 x 2 cm.

When recovered from the water, he 
was wearing a brown ‘Atlantic Bay’ 
body warmer,  blue ‘Everlast’ hooded 
top, Grey ‘Everlast’ T-Shirt, dark blue 

Burton Menswear’ jeans, a leather 
Levi belt and black ‘Nike’ training 
shoes. 

Contents of his full red ‘Reebok 
backpack included a black Celtic 
football top, a Yale-type key and a 
NY red and blue beanie hat.

Police urged anyone who thinks 
they may know the man to contact 
Police Scotland on 101. 

quickly process names in relation to 
the inquiry so if you think there is any 
possibility the deceased is somebody 
you know, please get in touch. There 
are no suspicious circumstances to 
the death.’

Arisaig rainfall 
above average       
in January
RAINFALL for January 2014 
in Arisaig was slightly above 
average at 146mm - almost six 
inches - reports local amateur 
meteorologist Ranald Coyne.

The average daily temperature 
ranged from 3.0 ºC, just below 
average, to 8.4ºC, just over 
average.

Coldest night was 0ºC while 
the mildest day was 11ºC.

Roadshow visits 
town to highlight 
lung cancer 
symptoms
A NATIONAL roadshow 
highlighting the signs and 
symptoms of lung cancer will 
make a stop at Morrisons in 
Fort William on Sunday. 

Detect Lung Cancer Early 
campaigners will be on hand to 
offer advice and information to 
shoppers.

The nationwide tour is part 
of a Scottish Government drive 
to increase the percentage of 

diagnoses of breast, bowel and 
lung cancer by 25 per cent by 
the end of 2015.

replace it with a small task force 
of independent experts.

Western Ferries, CalMac and 
west coast ferries, ports and 
harbours owners Caledonian 
Maritime Assets Limited are all 
represented on the body.

A spokesman for Transport 
Scotland said it was ‘very 
disappointed’ by Professor Kay’s 
resignation and maintained ferry 
users’ interests were ‘central’ to 
the group’s work. 

He said: ‘We have been clear 
from the start of this process 
that all discussions and advice 
relating to the EFG would 

group to have frank and open 
discussions on the future of the 
ferries sector.’

EFG minutes and agendas 
would now be published on the 
Transport Scotland website, he 
added.

Highlands and Islands MSP 
David Stewart claimed that the 
Scottish Government ferry plans 
were ‘in disarray’ following the 
resignation.

He said: ‘I will be writing to the 
transport minister to ask where 
the resignation of Professor Kay 
leaves the expert ferry group 
and if the Scottish Government 
has any plans to get ferries back 
on track and establish sound 
governance programmes to 
ensure Scotland’s ferries are in 
safe hands.

‘I believe it is time that Keith 
Brown listened to people who 
he acknowledges are experts in 
this area, like Professor Kay, and 
takes steps towards establishing 
an independent regulator.’

The government created the 
(EFG) in October to advise 
ministers on key ferries issues in 
Scotland.

Mingary Castle’s moat has been filled with a concrete base for a new boiler as part of restoration work. Photo courtesy of Jon Haylett. 

Missing mountaineer found dead in Glen Nevis

Resignation
row rocks    
ferry group
Professor claims organisation is 
ignoring passenger interests

SIX LOCHABER women took to the slopes at 
the Nevis Range ski resort near Fort William 
in wedding dresses and frocks on Tuesday to 
promote an upcoming charity dress sale and 
auction.

Local start-up business Fuze Ceremonies held 

for charities CHAS and Breakthrough Breast 
Cancer.

second ‘Fun, Frocks and Fundraising’ show  in 
Fort William in aid of local charity Lochaber 
Hope, which provides support to local people 
struggling to cope with sensitive and personal 
issues.

The event in the Nevis Centre on April 26 will 
include a fashion show, dress auction – including 
a brand new designer Emma Roy wedding dress 
worth £1,000 - musical entertainment and stalls 
with local exhibitors.

Delighted
Heather Negus, marketing manager at Nevis 

Range said: ‘We loved the idea and we are 
delighted to host the Fuze team in their ski-ing 
adventure and wish them the best of luck in 
raising money for such a great cause.’

Fuze Ceremonies is asking the public and 
local businesses to donate dresses and women’s 
accessories to be sold and auctioned for the 
charity. 

who is co-ordinating the event, said: ‘We have 
had some fabulous brand new dresses donated 
so far and we would like to urge the public and 
any local businesses to have a rummage through 
their wardrobes and dig out your unwanted 
frocks - a celebrity donation would be superb.’

in the oil, gas and offshore 
renewables sectors in the North.

The control room could also 
‘co-locate’ with the Scottish 
Ambulance Service and new 
national police command centre 
earmarked for Inverness to create 
a single ‘blue light’ emergency 
response hub, he argued.

But his pleas fell on deaf ears 
as SFRS board members voted 
9-3 to close both Inverness and 
Aberdeen controls and build a 
new control room in Dundee 
instead.

Following the vote, Dr Foxley 
said the main priority now was 

ensuring years of expertise at 
Inverness control were not lost 
through staff leaving for other 
jobs.

He told The Oban Times: ‘I 
am very disappointed. The new 
building in Dundee will take 
two to three years to build. 

‘Then you have to train the staff 
up, which I would have thought 
means keeping Aberdeen and 

Knowledge
‘I accept the board’s decision, 

but our priority must be to 
keep the current staff and make 
sure they stay to pass on their 

knowledge and experience 
- which will take years to do. 

rewarded for doing that - rather 
than take a job at the new police 
command centre.’

He added: ‘The Inverness 
personnel do not just deal with 
emergencies - they co-ordinate 

personnel over hundreds of 
miles.

‘For example, if there is a hill 

appliances dispatched to the 

cover behind. It is a huge 
logistical exercise and one which 
requires great local knowledge 
and know-how.

‘If at any point there appears to 
be increased risk then the matter 
will be reviewed.’

The controversial ration-
alisation plan cut the number of 
control rooms in Scotland from 
eight to three.

The board had already agreed 
the control room in Johnstone, 
near Paisley, would be retained 
and chose Edinburgh as the 
other centre at their meeting in 
Dundee last Thursday.

chair towards her mother, 
hitting her leg.  Smith took the 
stand to say: ‘I never picked 
up the chair, I pushed the chair 
and it landed at her feet.’

Sheriff Davidson con-
demned the behaviour of both 
Smith and his wife. He said: 
‘To have this argument in the 
presence of your 17-year-old 
daughter who deserves 
better from both of you is an 
unsatisfactory state of affairs.’

Sentence was deferred until 
March 3 for a social work 
report.

Man found guilty of throwing 
chair at estranged wife

Work to restore Mingary Castle gets underway

Taking to the slopes of Nevis Range to promote the charity show and auction are, front, bride 
Morag Webster and organiser Anne Widdop, with potential models and charity representatives, left 

to right, Jodie Fraser, Cindy Cosgrove, Alicia Chapple and Alison Smith of Lochaber Hope. 

An artist’s impression of the 
man found dead at Kyleakin. 

Police in fresh appeal in bid to identify man’s body

Charity dress show organisers take to slopes
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CALEDONIAN Martine 
Assets Ltd (CMAL) has 

any part of the access road 

year.
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any part of the access road 

restricted access and to dis-

-

-

-

-
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Survey over 
ScotRail barrier 
problems

MARCH
ISSUE
OUT NOW

Independence for 
Shetland
Swimming With Cows

Andy Murray: Born to Run
The Ba’Game - 
Brutal and Bloody
The wildlife of North 
Ronaldsay

10

INSIDE
ST ANDREWS
the family who 
took Fife to 
their hearts

WIN A LUXURY £500 
WEEKEND BREAK

Who’s afraid of 
Kirsty Wark?

Great Scottish
statesmen

-

-

on March 3. 

-

-

-

-

-

Marian Austin, OCUK chairwoman and Don Hind, chairman of Fort William Chamber of Commerce are delighted with 
the unanimous vote to merge the groups. 20_f06commerce01

- -

on stop and search.

The Oban 

Times

Consultation

-

-

The Oban Times

Doors close
on Oban family 
business

Friends rally round 
jailed Connel man

By 

More Soroba homes to be upgraded 
as agreement reached over funding

and The Oban Times

The sun always shines in Argyll, according to Judith Ralston - and she should know. The popular BBC Scotland weather presenter took 
time out from her holiday in her favourite destination to talk to The Oban Times. For more, see next week’s edition.

-
The Oban Times 

-

-

Judith’s 
sunny
outlook

Oban Times

exaggerated in 
‘target’ debate
Divisional commander says 
stops are reducing disorder

TIF funding to 
create 1,000 jobs

Patient reminder

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Follow us on facebook
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Thousands

Lifeboat             
helps get Mull
patient to Oban 
hospital
FOR 

Man denies 
domestic violence

Oban and Lorn Lions Club handed over a cheque for £700, 
raised at its Old New Year’s Night Ceilidh, to Children’s 

Hospice Association Scotland (CHAS) fundraising officer 
Alison Rennie. The handover presentation was made by, from 
left, club president Bill Coutts, ceilidh organiser Alex Milligan 

and club secretary John Lloyd. 

Oban High School pupils enjoyed a performance from the 
Black Watch Pipe Band when it visited the town on Thursday, 

part of a tour of the west coast. 15_t04blackwatch1

Left: Christine MacKillop 
with her  painting ‘Winter’ 

which won her first place in 
Oban Art Society’s supper 

party competition. Members 
and friends enjoyed a night 
of food and chat in the Lorn 
Resource Centre on Friday 
January 31, with music by 
Philip Coyle and friends.

Members of Oban’s Park Primary School Gymnastics Squad 
have been in a spin since receiving a grant to buy new 

leotards. The club was presented with a donation from Argyll 
Beats Cardiovascular Disease to update their training and 

performance kits. 

Lorn Lines

Pupils of Oban Strings showed off their new instruments, with 
David McMillan from Scottish Sea Farms and instructor Hazel 

Clark. 

Ruaraidh Neish with his auction lot, which included the Oban Parish Church Centre sandstone. 16_t06neish01

Bid to 
cash in 
on legend 
claims

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Date set for £400,000 
Oban bridge work 
after three-year wait

The Oban Times

Big sellers

Oban police probe spate of 
spraypainting across town

King Arthur and Merlin could 
boost Argyll tourism market
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INDOOR FOOTBALL

Narrow defeat for 
Plumbline against 
Forres Squash Club

Goon Squad lead Ali Young indoor football league
 Team          Pts
 Goon Squad         42
 Lochaber Leisure         36
 AFC Distillery              35
 Caol United         31
 Caol Cosmos         29
 Portowcy         27
 The Janis B Team         24
 Ballachulish         17
 HWE Energy          9
 With Ourselves          9
 Kentallen          8

ATHLETICS

Phoenix boxers 
come home 
with silverware

SQUASH

BOXING

‘All the boys are progressing 
very well -  it’s a big step up 
from the novice ranks’ 

Weather
Thursday Light rain showers
 Winds strong west south westerly
 Temperatures 3°C to 7ºC

Friday Sunny intervals
 Winds moderate south westerly
 Temperatures 2ºC to 6ºC.

Weekend Heavy rain
Outlook Winds strong east south easterly
 Temperatures 3ºC to 6ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Tide tables for Oban during the week from 
Thursday, February 6, 2014
are listed below with differences for major ports listed 
beneath. 
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm
Thur  04.11   1.1 10.00 3.3 16.37      1.4       22.03      3.1 
Fri  05.03 1.5 10.56 3.0 17.32      1.7       23.03      2.9     
Sat  06.07 1.7 12.50 2.8 18.36      1.8         **.**       *.* 
Sun  00.54 2.8 07.42 1.9 14.45      2.9       19.52      1.8
Mon  02.28 2.9 09.32 1.8 15.45 3.0        21.12     1.7
Tues      03.28       3.1 10.26 1.6 16.16 3.2 22.07      1.5
Wed  04.10   3.3 11.06 1.5 16.45 3.5 22.49      1.3
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

5

6

FRIDAY

The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with

10

RBS Caledonia
Division 2 North

Moray 22 
17 Lochaber RFC

LOCHABER posted a much-im-
proved performance in a narrow 
defeat away to in-form Moray 
on Saturday after last week’s 
104-0 humbling at the hands of 
Highland in the RBS Caledonia 
Division 2 North League.

The desire was evident from 
the start as early pressure al-
lowed Euan Larter to dive over 
in the corner.

 However, for the remainder of 
the half, the Elgin team battled 
back with strong running and 
forward play and despite great 
defending by Lochaber, Moray 
were able to end the half with 
two tries to lead 12-5. 

Consistent infringements 
around the ruck area were prov-

LOCHABER second team claimed the bragging rights 
over derby rivals Fort William with a 2-1 win at An Aird 
on Saturday.

With an icy wind blowing down the park, Lochaber 
grabbed the initiative early and Finlay MacDonald deserv-
edly opened the scoring for the Spean Bridge men on 15 
minutes.

But The Fort fought their way back into the match and 
Lewis Morrison levelled for home team on 35 minutes.

The hard-fought game looked to be ending 1-1 until Pat 

minutes remaining.
Lochaber manager Ally Ferguson said: ‘Both teams did 

very well considering the conditions. 

workout on the grass.’
Fort William manager Victor Smith said: ‘I thought it was 

a fantastic game all things considered. There were plenty of 
tussles on and off the ball and I thoroughly enjoyed it.’

LOCHABER Plumbline met 
Forres Squash Club at Forres in 

Squash Association Premier 
League match of 2014.

Bruce MacLean continued to 
progress at senior level beating 
David Taylor 3-2. Warren 
Cameron lost 3-0 to Andrew 
Taylor but the result belies a 
very close contest. The game 
scores were 11-9, 11-9 and 11-8. 

Alan Love, returning from 
injury, showed no sign of 
rustiness in beating Michael 
Murdoch 3-0. Andrew Mac-
Master, who beat Roddie Smith 
in their previous encounter, 
suffered a reversal of fortune in 
this match losing a close contest 
12-10, 7-11, 9-11 and 9-11.  

Lochaber Plumbline lost the 
overall match by the narrowest 
margin 7-8 but retain third place 
in the Premier League at the 
midpoint of the season.

FORT WILLIAM Railway Bowling Club 
recognised players’ talent at the annual trophy 
presentation. 

A number of trophies and shields were up for 
grabs at the Inverlochy Railway Social Club 
including the coveted Club Championship cup, 
won by Gogs Hamilton. 

Eddie Downs and Jim Bell were awarded the 
Nominated Pairs shield  while the Two Bowl cup 
went to Allan MacDonald. 

Left to right, Lochaber Phoenix boxers Cameron Whyte, Denver Small, Robert MacDonald and Kein Johnstone show off their medals 
from the Scottish Intermediate Championships. 20_f06box01

Rebecca Johnstone, centre, of 
Lochaber on her way to a 5th 

place in the North cross-coun-
try league on a sunny 

east coast day.

GOON SQUAD retained their 
six-point lead at the top of 
the Ali Young indoor football 
league with a 3-0 win over With 
Ourselves at the Nevis Centre 
on Sunday night.

Lochaber Leisure kept up the 
pressure in second by thumping 
out-of-form Portowcy 6-1 while 
AFC Distillery maintained their 

7-0.
Caol Cosmos earned bragging 

LOCHABER Phoenix Boxing 
Club did Fort William proud at 
the weekend when three of their 
six boxers entered in the Scot-
tish Intermediate championships 
at Motherwell returned home as 
champions.

Eleven year-old Cameron 
Whyte continued his amazing 
record of winning every single 
championship when he outfought 
the very accomplished Kieron 
Yardley of Duries Boxing Club 

The opening round was very 
competitive but Whyte had that 

little touch of class, effortlessly 
switching his attacks from head 
to body and vice versa. 

Yardley tried to put Whyte on 
the back foot in the second round 
but found himself increasingly 
on the ropes before Cameron 
cemented his growing reputa-
tion in the last by keeping up an 
intense pace to earn a unanimous 
decision.

The ever-improving 12 
year-old Robert MacDonald 
conceded height to Duries’ Mat-
thew Traynor - but found great 
success with his jab early on 
before cleverly leading with his 
right in the second.

MacDonald had all the answers 
with his superior speed and 

powered home body punches in 
the last, making decision a mere 
formality and the Lochaber club 
had another champion.

Flyweight Denver Small, 
19, met Scott Wotherspoon of 
Cleland Boxing Club in his di-

between two counter punchers.
All three rounds followed a very 

similar pattern to the delight of 
the Lochaber contingent Denver 
got the verdict on a split decision 
to become champion  number 
three for Lochaber.

Elsewhere in the champion-
ships, Lochaber’s twelve year-old 

Dan Nixon drew a formidable 
opponent in Renfrewshire Box-
ing Club’s Harry Peacock.

Nixon conceded a huge amount 
in height and reach but still man-

of jabs, but it was not enough and 
Peacock got the verdict.

However, the Lochaber young-
ster can be proud of his best 
ever performance against the 
toughest opponent he has faced 
and is showing considerable 
improvement.

Kein Johnstone, 12, took on 

reigning Scottish Open cham-
pion Steven Black from Keir 
Hardie Boxing Club in what was 
a stern test of his ability.

Using his superior strength 
Johnstone took control of ring 
centre for virtually the entire 
contest but Black counter-
punched very effectively to edge 
the decision.

Sometimes in an improving 
young boxer’s career a loss is a 
valuable learning experience and 
this hard-fought bout provided 
the perfect example.

Robbie Hall went head-to-head 
with unbeaten Scottish Novice 
champion Jake MacDonald of 
Highland Boxing Academy

In the opening round both 
boxers had success but in the 
last 30 seconds MacDonald stole 
the round. Hall could not make 
superior power tell in the second 
against his smart-moving oppo-
nent and although he clearly won 
the last simply ran out of rounds. 
He should be very proud of his 
progress and is turning into a 

Lochaber Phoenix coach Niall 
Clark told The Oban Times: ‘All 
the boys are progressing very 
well - it was a big step up from 
the novice ranks.

‘They have all applied them-
selves in the gym and they are 

bouts.
‘Some of them showed they 

can compete at the Open level 
and will take part at the Scot-
tish Open Championships next 
month.’

Fort face tough 
test at Cove

FOOTBALL
FORT WILLIAM travel to 
reigning champions Cove Rang-
ers on Saturday in search of a 
second away win of the season 
which could see the Claggan 
Park men escape from bottom 
spot in the Highland League by 
leapfrogging fellow strugglers 
Strathspey Thistle.

Manager Danny Conlon will 
be boosted by the likely return 
of forward Duncan Campbell, 
centre half Iain Foggo and 

squad - and he will need all the 
resources at his disposal to pull 
off a shock result.

He told The Oban Times: 
‘Cove have had an up and 
down season but there is no 
doubt they are still a quality 
side. It is a small tight park and 
everything is done at a high 
tempo - the ball never seems to 
be out of play. And unless you 
are up with the tempo from the 
start you will struggle.’

Conlon singled out good 
results last week by lower 
ranked rivals Strathspey, Rothes 
and Lossiemouth as what can 
be achieved against high-class 
opponents.

He said: ‘We must stay in 
the game early on and get off 
to a good start. If we can get 

without conceding I feel we can 
push on from there.’

He added: ‘It is looking good 
squad-wise at this stage so I 
am hoping it will be a case of 
me having to leave people out 
rather than looking for players 
ahead of the game.’

Fort William Bowling Club members were delighted with their silverware. Front: Elizabeth Kennedy 
and Gogs Hamilton. Back from left: Eddie Downs, Robert Lawson, Bill Clark, Alan MacDonald

and Jim Bell. 

Railway Bowling club hand out the trophies

Mr Downs picked up awards on behalf of his 
sister Agnes Boyle who won the Ladies Singles 
Cup as well as sharing the Presidential Shield 
with Robert Lawson.

The Gents Singles cup went to Bill Clark and it 
was a double success for Elizabeth Kennedy who 
won the Mixed Pairs and Seniors cups.

BOWLS

Rugby boys pipped at the post
ing to be the difference, with 
Lochaber conceding numerous 
penalties. This led to Captain 
Mike McLeish being given 10 
minutes in the bin at the end of 
the half.

However, the momentum 
swung back in Lochaber’s 
favour at the start of the second 
period as Chris Simpson darted 
through the Elgin defence to tie 
the scores. 

Pressure
However, Moray were soon 

ahead after a prolonged period 
of pressure on the try line but  
Lochaber again fought back 
almost instantly and a quickly 
taken penalty allowed Jack 
Baxter to dive over. 

The game was evenly poised 
going into the last 10 minutes 
but then visiting winger Joseph 
Tangey was shown a yellow card 

for failing to roll away in the 
tackle. 

With the game running out, 
Moray crashed over after another 
period of pressure to seal the 
win and this time there was no 
coming back for the away side, 
who had to take consolation with 
a losing bonus point.

Despite the result, a number of 
players put in great performances 
during the game, notably Baxter 
for his strong running and Craig 
Macpherson and Niall Turnbull 
for their work in the tackle and 
breakdown. 

This weekend sees bottom side 
Banff travel to Black Parks and 
Lochaber will be hoping to get 
back to winning ways as they 
look to end in the season in the 
top half of the league.

rights over local rivals Caol 
United with a comprehensive 
7-1 to leapfrog into fourth spot, 
while The Janis B Team stayed 
in seventh place with a 3-0 
walkover win.

Lower down the table, 
Kentallen opened the gap on the 
teams below them with a 3-1 
win over HWEnergy.

RUGBY

Finlay Nicolson shows a fine piece of 
stickwork to turn away from Peter 

Wood. 20_f06shinty02 

SHINTY

Lochaber claim the bragging rights

Cross-country 
success for 
Invergarry brother 
and sister

SISTER and brother Re-
becca and Ben Johnstone from 
Invergarry continue to keep the 

Run4It North District league in 
under-13 races. 

At Edderton near Tain, 
Rebecca had a plucky race 
on a challenging course to be 

while Ben was seventh in the 
boys’ under-13 event in a time 
of 13.27 in a close sprint for the 

The Invergarry duo have 
had an incredible introduction 
to cross country running this 

Rebecca came fourth in the 
North District championships 
in Nairn and narrowly missed 
out on a medal by a few seconds 
while brother Ben in the under-
13 boy’s race was ninth. 

Both were selected for the 
North team in the Scotland 
inter-district and international 
match at Holyrood in January 
and both were in the top six 
runners that counted for the 
North team. 

Both athletes hope to compete 
in the last North country match 
of the season at Forres on 
February 15.
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