
Established 1861  No 8133 Thursday 7 February, 2013 www.obantimes.co.uk 80 pence

&  W E S T  H I G H L A N D  T I M E S

For all the latest news        video and        photos log on to www.obantimes.co.uk        Find us on Facebook        Follow us on Twitter

for full details 

on how to claim 

your local 

residents Sea Life 

Annual Pass see 

page 13

Spring Weddings

Inside this week

Also inside
• Dial a service
• Keen to go green?
• Spotlight on Lochaber
• Leisure

plus all the latest job vacancies  
and sports news

Claim your voucher 
for a FREE wash 

and blowdry from Trinity 
Hairdressing, Oban see page 5

special

A NEW husband and wife GP team 
have taken up post on the Isle of 

doctors for two years.
Drs Martin and Abby Beastall re-

sponded to a campaign by islanders 

traditional methods of advertising 
the post proved unsuccessful.

Martin, who started his new job 
on Monday explained he came to 
Jura after becoming disillusioned 
with changes to GP practice in the 
NHS in England.

Keen to get back to basics, he 
explained he would be running an 
out-of-hours service on the island. 
He said: ‘I started on Monday and 

an elderly woman. It was like being 
a proper GP again.’

Martin and Abby, who have a 
baby daughter, Zoe, will both run 

surgeries during the week after Ab-

For now, Martin, aged 36, said he 
was happy to get started on his own. 
He added: ‘I was previously in a 
big practice in urban Doncaster and 
the changes in England are moving 
doctors away from patient contact. 

‘In my experience, people are 
happy with a doctor they know and 
trust, who they can see when they 
want to. 

‘As soon as Abby and I read the 
details we knew it was something 
we wanted to do and I rang the 
health board the same day. Abby 
had introduced me to the west coast 
of Scotland when we revisited her 
childhood holiday destination of 
Glenuig on our honeymoon.’

Martin, who is a keen runner, 
also has an 18-year-old daughter, 
Charlotte, who is studying nursing. Dr Martin Beastall is Jura’s new doctor, supported by his GP wife, Abby. 

Jura has new doctors

Chaos at council as leader 
threatens to throw in towel

Hopes fade for missing Awe fisherman

THERE are fears Loch Awe has 
claimed another life after the 
search for a missing man went into 
its fourth day, as The Oban Times 
went to press.

Camping
Michael Pringle, aged 25, was 

camping by the loch during a 
-

ther, who last saw him in the early 
hours of Sunday morning.

The pair from Kilmarnock be-
came separated after leaving The 
Tight Line pub in Lochawe village. 

whether this was as a result of an 
argument.

Divers from Strathclyde Police 
searched the loch on Monday 
and Tuesday and a support team, 
including police dogs, Oban and 
Strathclyde Police mountain 
rescue teams and coastguard have 
been looking for Michael in and 
around Loch Awe. Rescue services 
battling harsh weather conditions 
searched a four-kilometre squared 
area on Monday, centred around 
Loch Awe.

However, Oban Police inspec-
tor Julie McLeish said she could 
not rule out the possibility that 
Michael had left that the area.

Michael, who was last seen 

walking on the A85 near Kilchurn 
Castle, is around 5ft 9 inches in 
height, of slim build and has short 
dark hair. He was wearing a green 

Inspector McLeish said: ‘As time 
passes we are becoming increas-
ingly concerned for Michael’s 
wellbeing and safety.

‘I would like to appeal to anyone 
who may have seen Michael to get 
in touch with police on 01631 510 
500.’

died after attempting to cross 
Loch Awe in their boat.

‘Fuel tankers should 
get free ferry passage’

Paisley no match for 
Oban Lorne

QUESTIONS over the durability 
of Argyll and Bute Council’s rul-
ing ‘fragile alliance’ will be raised 
again this week after The Oban 
Times learned its leader is likely to 
stand down.

Oban South and the Isles council-
lor Roddy McCuish is set to con-

the council for the Valentine’s Day 
budget that he is leaving the role he 
only took up in May. 

It is understood he will continue 
as a councillor.

Councillor McCuish has recently 
returned to duty after a short 

within the council, it is understood 
disagreements within the alliance 
– consisting 13 SNP councillors, 
the three Argyll First members 
and four independent councillors 
– contributed to the decision.

Councillor McCuish told The 
Oban Times: ‘If it does happen 
it will happen on February 14.  
Whatever role I play in this admin-
istration I will continue to support 
it absolutely.’

The decision by councillor 
McCuish to step away from the 
leadership role will spark specula-

tion over who will come into the 
position.

However, the council’s current 
deputy leader, John Semple, 
refused to comment on councillor 
McCuish’s role, or if he was inter-
ested in the position. 

Lucky
One member of the administra-

tion said: ‘We are lucky in this 
administration in that whoever 
is selected as leader will be more 
than capable.’

Argyll First’s Donald Kelly said 
he was aware of rumours about 
councillor McCuish’s departure 

but insisted his group would 
remain part of the alliance.

He said: ‘At this moment in time, 
Argyll First is still with them. 

‘If the administration can get 
through this budget unscathed then 
they can only go from strength to 
strength.’

While rejecting speculation 

councillor McCuish considering 
his position, councillor Kelly ac-
knowledged there ‘may have been 
differences’.

He added: ‘It’s quite interesting 
times potentially because there 

could be change, but I won’t say 
there will be.’ 

Deputy leader of the opposition 
Ellen Morton, who this week 
described the administration’s 
budget proposals the ‘Valentine’s 
Day Massacre’, said she was 
aware of the rumours, but added: 
‘I wouldn’t want to speculate on 
what will happen.’

Councillor Roddy McCuish.
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THE HIGH cost of fuel in the 
Highlands and Islands has 
prompted calls for change 
on both sides of the border 
– including a three-fold increase 
to the fuel duty rebate and free 
ferry passage for fuel tankers.

Argyll and Bute MP Alan 
Reid and Western Isles MP 
Angus Brendan MacNeil met 
with representatives from petrol 
stations and wholesalers from 
across the region last Thursday 
to discuss the effectiveness of 

on Scottish islands.
Following the meeting in 

Glasgow’s Marriot Hotel, Mr 
Reid told The Oban Times he 
would be ‘making the case’ for 
increasing the rebate to 10 or 
15 pence and for rolling out the 
rebate to isolated parts of the 
mainland.

The Liberal Democrat MP 
said: ‘I will be helping to make 

Trading (OFT) for an increase in 
the fuel duty discount to 10 or 15 
pence.

‘But we learned at the meeting 
that the Orkney islands allow 
free passage for fuel tankers on 
their ferries, so I will be asking 
the Scottish Government if the 
same could be done for CalMac 
ferries.

‘I also heard there used to be 
a grant scheme to allow rural 
petrol stations to upgrade their 
equipment and I will be in touch 
about that too.’

The meeting concluded more 
‘transparency’ was needed over 

A SMALL hydroelectric 
power plant built more than a 
century ago to service a historic 
Lochaber baronial home is to 
become a substantial renewable 
energy producer.

Brunery Hydro, a partnership 
between Kinlochmoidart Estate 
and developer TLS Hydropower 

sum from Clydesdale Bank to 
fund the upgrade.

The new plant, located on the 
estate, will have a capacity of 
500kW. Its predecessor was built 
in about 1902 to power the lights 
at Kinlochmoidart House, which 
stands on a site once used as a 
resting place by Bonnie Prince 
Charlie.

The project, according to its 
backers, comes with a seven-

specially designed to preserve 
the natural environment. It will 
generate power by directing 
water stored in Loch nam Paitean 
to a turbine located almost 350 
metres below.  

Electricity produced will be 
sold into the National Grid via 
TLS Hydropower Ltd’s sister 
company LoCO2 Energy. 

Groundworks have already 
begun on the new project and 
work should be complete in 
about a year. 

David Stewart Howitt, 
managing partner of Brunery 
Hydro, told The Oban Times the 
project would create up to 10 full 
time jobs during construction 

number in the supply chain. 
Following completion, one 

full time job and a number of 

specialist part time positions 
will be created. He said: ‘With 
a ready-made reservoir from 
Loch nam Paitean and water 
falling from an unusually high 
height, the Brunery Hydro 
scheme has all the natural 
resources necessary to become 
a considerable producer of clean 
electricity. 

‘Despite these advantages, re-
engineering the original works 
required substantial capital 
expenditure. When this scheme 
is complete, it will generate 
high quality electricity that can 
respond to the needs of the grid 
without causing the pollution 
associated with fossil fuels.’

He added: ‘We look forward 
to co-operating further with 
Clydesdale Bank on other 
schemes.’

SCOTLAND Transerv has 
been criticised after announcing 
night-time closures during A82 
resurfacing works at Onich 
later this month will have to be 
doubled.

Just two weeks ago the trunk 
road contractors informed the 
local community the lifeline 

nights because the carriageway 
was too narrow to allow work to 
be carried out safely - but now 
say 10 night closures will be 
needed.

Local suspicions were raised 
when surveyors were seen last 
week measuring road widths on 
the northern part of the section 
to be improved.

Now fears of added disruption 
have been realised - prompting 
road campainers The A82 
Partnership to question the 
eleventh hour change.

Spokesperson Stewart 
MacLean told The Oban 
Times: ‘After all the previous 
consultations and talks regarding 
the resurfacing works it is 

this late stage, they are extending 
the length of the closure period.

‘This doubles the number of 

will undoubtedly have a serious 
impact on the local community 
and economy, and beyond.

‘They simply added in the top 
section without assessing what 
the work involved.’

Below inflation 
rate rent increase 
proposed
HIGHLAND Council will today 
be asked to ratify a council 
house rent increase below the 

year in succession.

and resources committee 
recommended the move last 
week after agreeing to limit the 
average rise to £1.35, putting 
weekly rents up from £67.60 to 
£68.95. 

A two per cent increase will 
also be applied to hostel rents, 
gypsy/traveller site pitches, 
garage and garage sites as 
well as caretaking and CCTV 
services.

Chairman Dave Fallows said: 
‘We have listened to tenants 
and our housing and property 

which for the third year running 
has allowed us to contain the 

‘This is good news for our 
tenants. 

‘It also allows us to maintain 
the progress in bringing all our 
council houses up to Scottish 
Housing Quality Standard by 
2015 and to extend our council 
house building programme.’

Award-winning 
play in Invergarry
A HARD-HITTING play 
about a woman killed by an 
Israeli military bulldozer in the 
Gaza Strip as she was trying 
to prevent the demolition of 
Palestinian homes is coming to 
Invergarry next Thursday.

Mull Theatre will perform 
My Name Is Rachel Corrie,
a one-woman play composed 
from Rachel’s own journals, 
letters and emails.

The human rights activist left 
her home in Olympia, Wash-
ington, ‘to support non-violent 
resistance to Israel’s military 
occupation’.

Her writings were edited by 
British actor Alan Rickman 
and Guardian editor Katharine 
Viner. 

The multi-award winning 
show is widely regarded as a 
powerfully honest insight into 
one of the most complicated 

that continues to resonate across 
the world.

The performance is in 
Glengarry Community Hall and 
begins at 7.30pm.

whether wholesalers were passing 

Because of EU State Aid rules, 
only the small businesses – and 
not the wholesalers – are legally 
required to pass on the discount. 

Asked to respond to the OFT 
report’s claim last week that UK 
fuel prices are among the most 
competitive in Europe, 

Special cases
Mr Reid replied: ‘That was 

what the national media jumped 
on but if you look at the small 
print, the report states that 
while competitive pricing in the 
country as a whole was working, 
there may be special cases in 
rural areas.

‘I am, however, disappointed 
they haven’t investigated that 
further. I have given the OFT 

Argyll and they have agreed to 
have a look at them.’

Meanwhile, Highlands and 
Islands Mike MacKenzie has 
backed Mr MacNeil’s call for 
Westminster to introduce a fuel 
tax regulator, claiming that 
although the UK has the lowest 
pre-tax prices for both petrol and 
diesel across all the EU member 
states, the percentage taken 
in tax in the UK is the highest 
across the EU.

He said: ‘Westminster’s fuel 
taxes are still too high. They are 
a key element causing problems 
for motorists and hauliers in 
Scotland.

Too long
‘Drivers and hauliers across 

Scotland have been enduring 
these taxes imposed by 
Westminster for far too long as 
rising costs of fuel taxes have 
hammered householders and 
small businesses, especially in 
rural areas.’

Call for fuel 
duty rebate 
to be trebled

A new hydro electric plant will be built on Kinlochmoidart estate.

‘Fuel tankers should get free ferry passage’

Campaign group’s    
frustration at added 
A82 night road closures

Century-old power 
plant’s renewable future

NORTH Lorn Drama Festival 
has announced the 59th festival 
will be held on March 14 and 15 
at Appin Village Hall.

Among those taking part will 
be a new group formed from 
actors in the previous Comical 
Carers, Appin SWRI and 
other Appin drama groups not 
entering the festival this year.

Now named The Leftovers, it 
promises the usual hilarity so 
loved by festival audiences. 

Others taking part include 
Benderloch and North Connel 
Drama Group, Taynuilt Juniors, 
Dalmally and Lochawe Drama 
Society, Barcaldine Primary 
School and Strath of Appin 
Primary School.

Plays start at 7.30pm each 
evening.

North Lorn Drama 
Festival looks         
to 59th event

FURTHER research on Islay’s 
Tidal Energy Project could soon 
be carried out following the 
grant, in principle, of £53,150 
towards the scheme. 

The grant, which would come 
from the Community and 
Renewable Energy Scheme 
(CARS), would allow Islay 
Energy Trust (IET) to carry 
out a feasibility study for the 
community-owned project, 
which includes the production of 

a generic guide for communities 
developing marine energy 
projects. 

the grant, the work would done 
by March 31 and the reports 
published soon thereafter.

Michael Russell, MSP 
for Argyll and Bute, has 
welcomed the grant, which 
was authorised by the Scottish 
Government. Mr Russell said: 

on the development ladder, 
and hopefully it will enable 
IET to obtain a Crown Estate 
Agreement for Lease, and help 
to unlock funding for future 
development work.

‘This is good news, particularly 
for IET, Islay, Argyll and 
Scotland.’

The proposal for a community 
tidal energy project near Islay 
will complement the development 
work taking place on the 

ScottishPower Renewables’ 
project in the Sound of Islay and 
DP Marine Energy’s West Islay 
Tidal project.

IET chairman Philip Maxwell 
said: ‘We are delighted with the 
news. A community-led project 
has the potential to bring much 
needed revenue to the local 
community but also allows the 
community to make the most 
of the economic development 
opportunities that it creates.’ 

Free passage for fuel tankers on CalMac ferries to be asked for.

IET chairman Philip Maxwell is delighted with the news.

Islay tidal energy welcomes £50,000+ grant

Main route to close for 10 nights

A 1.5mile section from the 
Onich Hotel north to Inchree 

will be upgraded in two phases 
between Sunday February 24 

and Thursday March 21.

REPORT by 
STEPHEN NORRIS

snorris@obantimes.co.uk

AN OBAN man appeared from 
custody at the town’s sheriff 
court last week accused of 
breaching his sexual offences 
prevention order.

Darren Napier, 24, of 2H 
Burnbank Terrace, Breadalbane 
Street, Oban, denies the three 
alleged breaches. 

He is due to stand trial on 
March 20 and will appear in 
court next on March 5.

Oban man accused 
of breaching order

BRAVE volunteers launched 
Oban Lifeboat in force eight to 
nine storms to come to the aid 
of an elderly woman on Mull.

At 6.55pm Oban Lifeboat 
was requested to launch last 
Wednesday with two paramed-
ics onboard to carry out a 
medivac of a woman in her 
nineties from the island. The 
lady had developed a medical 
condition which required 
immediate treatment in Oban. 
Due to the gale force conditions, 
the ferry which would normally 
be used to transfer patients, was 
unable to make the crossing.  

Coxswain John Hill said: ‘The 
crossing would normally take 
around 35 minutes, however 
with winds reaching gale force 
eight to nine it took consider-
ably longer on this occasion.’ 

The woman was taken 
ashore in Oban at 8.50pm and 
transferred to Oban, Lorn and 
Islands Hospital where she is 
currently undergoing treatment.

Lifeboat crew 
tackle gale force 
winds to help ill 
Mull woman

Teenager 
vandalised   
garden centre
A FORMER Fort William 
teenager who broke into and 
vandalised a garden centre in 
the town has been ordered to 
pay £350 compensation.

Denver Small, 18, of 16 Shore 
Street, Inverness, pled guilty to 
breaking into The Nevis Garden 
Centre, North Road, with intent 
to steal with three other people.

The group caused £1,000 of 
damage. Small also admitted 
damaging a window of 
Lochaber Leisure Centre, Fort 
William.

Follow us on 

facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Pete Nairne of Transerv’s 
environment team said: ‘We 
have had to make an amendment 
to our proposed construction 
schedule for the Onich and North 
of Onich resurfacing schemes.

‘We had proposed to carry 

of the Onich section, lasting for 

the remainder of the scheme 

width to allow convoy working 
during the day.  However, 
following further investigation, 

a 250mm depth of new surfacing 
is required in areas of the road up 
to approximately 1400m from the 
scheme start and a wider safety 
zone is necessary to ensure the 
safety of the workforce under 
these circumstances.

‘This means that an additional 
600m must be resurfaced under 
full road closure, extending the 
length of night time working by 

Consultation letters have been 
sent to properties and businesses 
affected, Mr Nairne said. 
This will be followed up with 
an information letter prior to 
construction which will provide 
a night time contact number.

The work will see a 1.5mile 
section from the Onich Hotel 
north to Inchree upgraded in 
two phases between Sunday 
February 24 and Thursday 
March 21.

The full road closures will run 
from Sunday nights to Friday 
mornings between the hours of 
9pm and 6am. 

The road will open to trunk 

two hours, depending on what 
operations are going ahead on 
site at any given time.

A 10mph convoy system will 

outside closure periods and 
access for emergency services 
will be maintained at all times. 
Work should be completed by 
Friday March 22. 
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Drivers stranded on board as ferry leaves Tiree unexpectedly

Council cuts 
‘scandalous’ 
say opposition
Council ‘sleepwalking into 
Valentine’s Day massacre’

The upturned boat was washed ashore after men, dogs and sheep were thrown into the icy water. Picture - Kevin McGlynn

Shepherds saved from Loch Linnhe

Sheep rustlers 
strike North Lorn

Council’s costs 
clarified

Power tools stolen 
from Appin garage 

Oban man who punched pub door steward is jailed

TWO UNWITTING stowaways 
found themselves accidentally 
bound for Oban after the Cal-
edonian MacBrayne (CalMac) 
ferry to Tiree broke away from 
the pier at Scarnish.

The unwilling passengers, 
Craig Cowling and Mark 
Armstrong, were then told they 

would have to pay for the return 
journey, two days later. 

The island-based drivers had 
boarded the MV Clansman as 

vans last Tuesday. 
However, extremely stormy 

weather caused the boat’s 
mooring ropes to snap and the 

ship’s Master opted to return 
immediately to Oban.

Without money
The crew of the ship told 

their new passengers to arrange 
a meal after being stranded 
without money or a change of 
clothes – but advised they’d be 
billed later for what they ate.

Ferry operator CalMac has 
since apologised for the situa-
tion and is set to reimburse the 
accidental passengers for any 
costs they incurred as part of 
their unexpected trip.

Craig Cowling said: ‘We were 
told on the way to Oban to get 
something to eat and we’d be 

billed later.
‘We got back on Thursday but 

I’ll be sending CalMac a bill for 
the travel and accommodation.’

Stranded 
A spokesman for CalMac said: 

‘Two individuals were stranded 
on the MV Clansman when it 
had to leave Tiree urgently due 

to extreme weather and were 
provided with complimentary 
meals at the instruction of the 
Master. 

‘There is no question of them 
receiving a bill. 

‘We have not received any 
claims for other expenses but 
would be more than happy to 

meet these if a formal claim is 
made. 

‘Our investigation has also re-
vealed a mix up with tickets on 
their return journey and these 
will be fully reimbursed.’

CalMac is to review its pro-
cedures and write to Mark and 
Craig to formally apologise.

THE Oban Times would like 
to clarify that in our story, 
‘Streamlining could save Argyll 
and Bute money claims former 
hotelier’ the planning depart-
ment’s costs should have read 
£8million, and not £18million as 
stated.

The department’s costs 
encompass building control, 
development control, policy and 
environmental initiatives.  We 
apologise for the error.

A PAPER outlining changes 
to how older people are cared 
for in Argyll and Bute is too 

people it is designed to help, 
according to one senior citizens 
representative.

Speaking at the Oban, Lorn 
and the Isles public partnership 
forum in Lorn and Islands Hos-
pital, Sam Leddy told healthcare 
managers the scale of change 
and the managerial terms used 
in the Reshaping Care for Older 
People in Argyll and Bute docu-
ment were confusing.

The document has become an 
important plan for the future of 
elderly care services, following 
the production of projected 

number of people in Argyll 
and Bute aged 75 and over was 
expected to rise 74 per cent by 
2035.

It outlines a vision to have 
more people being treated in 
the own homes, lowering the 
dependency on nursing and 
residential homes, and a closer 
working relationship between 
the NHS, local authority and 

housing providers.
However, Sam Leddy, a mem-

ber of the Oban Senior Citizens 
Forum, told the meeting: ‘A lot 
of older people don’t have a clue 
what ‘single point of access’, 
‘Change Fund’, ‘reshaping care’ 
and ‘integrating health and 
social care’ actually mean.

‘It might be easy to understand 
for you younger people but a lot 
of people who have to get their 
heads around this are aged 75 
plus.’

Derek Leslie, Argyll and Bute 
Community Health Partnership 
manager, had earlier explained 
some of the changes, including 
the role of families in helping 
to care for elderly relatives. He 
added: ‘This is not about push-
ing people out into the com-
munity precipitously, it’s about 
managing their care better.’

Councillor Elaine Robertson 
said: ‘In my experience, older 
people don’t know about these 
different strands and it is con-
fusing.

‘But if we don’t make these 
changes our older people will be 
vulnerable and left without.’

‘Use simple language’ 
urges Oban Senior 
Citizens Forum member
Reshaping Care for Older People in 

Argyll and Bute document confusing

A SERIES of fortunate circum-
stances saved the life of a shep-
herd who fell into Loch Linnhe 
after his boat capsized.

Ernie Ripley, aged 74, and a 
colleague were transporting 
two tups off Shuna Island when 
the boat overturned, throwing 
the men, their two dogs and the 
sheep into the water.

While the sheep drowned in 
the loch, the dogs and Ernie’s 
57-year-old colleague drifted 
ashore at Knap Point, on top of 
the upturned 16-foot boat.

loch – but his luck began to 
change.

He was spotted by chance 
when Nicky Zvegintzov, an 
employee at Linnhe Marine, vis-
ited his parents’ house at Appin 
Home Farm to feed their dogs. 
The house overlooks the loch 

but was otherwise unoccupied. 
Nicky managed to contact staff 

permission to use their boat, the 
only one kept in the water at the 
marina during the winter. 

locked but a BT engineer, who 
had been carrying out mainte-
nance, appeared at that moment 
to allow Nicky access to the 

boat keys. After phoning 999, 
Nicky enlisted the help of a pas-
ser-by to take the boat out and 
bring Ernie shore. The 74-year 
old was then taken to hospital, 
suffering from hypothermia, 
but returned home to Doune on 
Monday.

Nicky said: ‘When I got to 
him I honestly feared the worst 
because he wasn’t moving and 
was blue in the face. But just 

as I approached him, I saw his 
hand move.’

Nicky’s father, Paul, who 
owns Linnhe Marine, added: 
‘Nicky certainly saved the day 
but there was a lot of luck on 
Ernie’s side that day.’

Stornoway Coastguard mo-
bilised Oban Lifeboat, and the 
Appin coastal rescue team for 
the rescue but Ernie was ashore 
by the time they arrived.

AN OBAN man who punched 
a doorman in one of the town’s 
pubs has been sent to prison.

David Killin, 30, of Flat 2c, 
3 Glenshellach Terrace, Oban, 
admitted the assault when he 
appeared from custody at Oban 
Sheriff Court on Tuesday.

The court heard Killin had 

been out for the night with his 
partner but after the pair had a 
disagreement the steward had 
been asked to remove him.

Defending, Edward Thornton 
said Killin, a chef, did not 
realise it was a steward that had 
approached him and ‘felt he 
had been wronged’ so waited 

outside for the police to arrive.
As the offence was committed 

while Killin was on licence from 
a previous sentence sheriff John 
Herald imposed the remainder 
of that sentence, 24 days, on 
him and sentenced him to a 
further 40 days imprisonment, 
to run consecutively.

SHEEP rustlers are believed 
to be operating in North Lorn 
after liveststock was stolen from 
grazing land in Glen Salloch.

Oban Police say 10 sheep 
are unaccounted for and it is 
believed they were stolen on 
separate occasions between the 
end of November last year and 
the end of January.

The animals have also recently 
been treated with animal medi-

human consumption.
Anyone who may have seen 

any unusual activity in the area, 
or noticed suspect vehicles, can 
contact PC Stuart Johnston at 
Oban Police Station on 01631 
510 500.

TWO POWER drills and a nail 
gun have been reported missing 
from a property in Appin.

The power tools were taken 
from an unsecured garage in 
Tynribbie between January 14 
and February 1. Anyone with 
any information should contact 
Oban Police Station. 

A NORTH CONNEL man who 
was found behind the wheel of 
his car while almost three times 
the legal drink drive limit has 

year.
Thomas Warnock, 73, of 

17 Etive Park, North Connel, 
admitted the offence when he 
appeared at Oban Sheriff Court 
in January.

He appeared on Tuesday of 
this week for sentencing and 

Edward Thornton said Warnock 
simply hadn’t realised the 
‘residual effects of alcohol in the 
morning’.

North Connel man 
three times limit 

A DALMALLY man who bat-
tered his South African born 
wife, then claimed she made 
up the allegations as part of a 
scam to fraudulently remain in 
Scotland has been ordered to 
carry out unpaid work.

James McKay, aged 29, of 1 
Scott Terrace, Dalmally had 
strangled and punched his wife 

middle of the night and ran to a 
neighbour’s house barefoot and 
wearing pyjamas.

Placing him on a community 
payback order, Sheriff John Her-
ald expressed his displeasure at 
McKay’s expectation of paying 

He said: ‘What is a matter of 
concern is your attitude, even 
now you still maintain this is all 
a ploy by your wife to get you in 
trouble. 

‘That is not the way it came 
out.’

McKay will be supervised for 
18 months and made to carry out 
120 hours of unpaid work within 
12 months.

RANDOMLY assaulting a student who 
was visiting Oban meant one man narrowly 
escaped jail when he appeared at the town’s 
sheriff court on Tuesday.

Christopher McPhee, aged 22, walked up to 
the student who was heading along George 
Street with his friend after being at a 21st 
birthday party.

of Flat 9, Shore Street Flats, Oban was acting 
aggressively towards the pair for ‘no apparent 
reason’.

He added: ‘Then without warning he simply 
punched the man on the face. The accused had 
no explanation for what he had done but said it 
had been extremely stupid of him’.

Defending, Laura McManus said her client 
was drunk at the time of the attack and despite 
being only 22, McPhee had a few convictions 
under his belt.

She said: ‘All his offences have been com-

When he drinks he has the propensity to get 
into trouble.’ 

Mrs McManus added McPhee was now seek-
ing help for his alcohol problems.

Sheriff John Herald said: ‘Let me make 
one thing absolutely clear to you, this court 
does not take kindly to unprovoked assaults 
on people going about their lawful business 
– particularly on people visiting this town.

‘You have a history of violence, you might 
just be one of these people on a short fuse 
– someone looks at you the wrong way and you 

is not acceptable to anyone.’
McPhee was placed on a community payback 

order with a supervision requirement for two 
years and 150 hours of unpaid work to be 
completed in 18 months.

Oban man assaulted 
student for no reason

Dalmally
man who 
attacked
wife is to do 
unpaid work

ARGYLL and Bute council-
lors have been warned against 
‘sleepwalking into a Valentine’s 
Day massacre’ as details of a 
budget that will shed hundreds 
of jobs emerge from Kilmory.

Argyll and Bute Council 
will meet on February 14 to 
consider a budget that aims to 
slash £5.8million a year from 
the authority’s spending across 
the next seven years, with every 
department likely to feel the 
pinch.

The Oban Times exclusively 
revealed in January that the 
council was considering cutting 
around 400 jobs as part of its new 
seven-year plan for the county’s 

will be made redundant, with a 
total 670 positions to be removed 
over the seven years.

Nearly £12million has been set 
aside for severance payments in 
that time, something the deputy 
leader of the opposition, Ellen 
Morton, described as ‘scandal-
ous’. 

James Robb, the adminis-
tration’s lead councillor for 

-
tion of playing ‘confrontational 
politics’ but Mrs Morton says 

her response is as a result of 
a ‘clandestine’ budget setting 
process.

Mr Robb accepted job losses 
were inevitable, but accused the 
opposition of putting point scor-

-

tion have been given a detailed 
budget proposal four weeks 
in advance, as we tried to end 
confrontational politics in the 
council. They have chosen not to 

‘Within all of these misguided 
assertions by the opposition 
there is not a single alternative 
proposal to achieve the required 
£5.8million of savings.

Mrs Morton expressed further 
concern over cuts to the road re-
pairs, elderly care, maintaining 
public toilets and grass cutting 
budgets.

Speaking to The Oban Times, 
Mrs Morton said: ‘It’s the worst 
budget I’ve seen in my 14 years as 
councillor.  I’m not pretending a 
budget would have been brought 
forward that handed out sweets 
and ice-cream to everyone, but 
this is seriously bad.

‘The scale of cuts and job 
losses are not necessary and I’m 
worried we’re sleepwalking into 
this.

‘It’s the most secretive budget 
I’ve come across. The opposition 
only saw these papers four weeks 
before the budget meeting.’

Mrs Morton plans to oppose 
the plan and believes the opposi-
tion will follow suit.

It’s the worst 
budget I’ve seen 
in my 14 years as 
a councillor.
councillor                 
Ellen Morton
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ONE OF the most rewarding aspects of producing a regular 
column for the Oban Times, especially one based largely on 
local history, is the interesting correspondence it brings. 

Hardly a week passes but I receive a letter, a telephone 
call or an email from someone somewhere around the 
world with Morvern connections who is able to add to my 
knowledge or supply an old photograph or a tale or two.

The following is a sample:

MRS JEAN MacAskill from Harris tells me that her family 
were MacDougalls from Glencripesdale on Loch Sunartside. 

Liddesdale and Achleek when they were part of the great Argyll 

new proprietors. 
Mrs MacAskill and her family worked for the Newtons in 

Glencripesdale House. In these days there was a school in the 

the shoulder of Ben Ghormaig to the school at Kinlochteacuis. 

and Lorn.

Morvern Lines

Glencripesdale House. Built by the Newton family in 1872 
– demolished by the army in 1963.

the Riddells of Sunart and Ardnamurchan. Alastair’s father 

Alistair also attended the school at Kinlochteacuis and could 

Alastair is one of that diminishing race of seanachies and 

distinction as a regimental piper with the Argyll & Sutherland 
Highlanders. 

colourful personalities. 

and that is The Oban Times 

Iain Thornber.

up and down the Great Glen and across to the 
Monadhliath Mountains.

She told The Oban Times

life span that require no maintenance.

Scotland work to clear 
rhododendron ponticum from 

archaeological remains and an 

– started a year ago in the Garry 

towards the Great Glen.
Once the last small strip along 

picnic site is cleared work will 

see two squads of workers with 

disruption to a minimum. Ken 

Plan to re-open Fort Augustus path

Drink drive trial 
postponed
woman accused of failing to 

accused of failing to take a 

stopped on Achintore Road on 

Extra hours added 
to man’s sentence

after failing to attend a meeting 
with a social worker.

Man denies 
slapping woman
repeatedly slapping a woman.

guilty to assaulting the woman 
at an address on Mamore 

within their housing scheme 

the consumption of alcohol in 

Residents celebrate drinking 
ban for Oban housing estate

School’s most talented musi

years to four schools in Scot

Matheu Watson and Rachel 

students at the end of March.

lected as one of the schools to 

Oban High School’s Celtic Traditional Music Group with Sileas Sinclair, project leader, and Morven McKerrell, principal teacher of 
performing arts, and head teacher Peter Bain. 

team said he was looking 

is aiming to eradicate 
rhododendron ponticum from 
Scotland’s national forest estate 

causes a huge amount of damage 

crop in Scotland. 

Each site once cleared will 

to ensure new seedlings don’t 

rescues were initiated on 

Saturday.

Police dispatching two rescue 
teams at the same time.

suffering head and leg injuries 

training in the area and assisted Ben Lui, near Tyndrum.

If you want to be in control of your ground

Contact AUTOCRAFT today

• ARGO CATS new and second hand
• All leading makes of ATV’s new and 
second hand, full manufactures warranty.

• MOT preparation
• Vehicle servicing and repair
• Mowers
• Strimmers, etc.

Tel 01397 722261
KINLOCHEIL, BY FORT WILLIAM

Lochaber Smelter and Power : What do we do?

told to prepare for prison.

on the head with a tin of food 

kicking him on his head and 

also admitted upturning shop 
displays and throwing items 

Sentence was deferred until 

Assault duo may 
face jail

A MAN accused of assaulting 
a doctor and nurse at Lorn and 

at the town’s sheriff court on 
Monday.

denies assaulting the pair and is 

Man accused of 
assaulting hospital 
staff in Oban

A OBAN teenager has pled 
guilty to threatening a girl with 

remarks at her in a message.

the offence when she appeared 

Monday.

Girl admits 
sending message

Isles area committee.

fantastic result for the residents 

happy. 

people walking through the 

causing damage to property.

they drank.

were not within the inclusion 

is not somewhere to come 
drinking.’

possession of an open container 
containing alcoholic liquor 

person intended to drink from 

Argyll and Bute MSP Michael 

were keen to see this come into 

reduce the nuisance and disorder 

encouraged.’

Meanwhile Killin Mountain 

escorted off the hill.

LOCHABER residents and 
businesses have thrived 
through the winter months and 
are now looking forward to the 
spring.

With multinational companies 
such as Rio Tinto Alcan, and 
thriving local businesses like 
agricultural machinery specialists 

Autocraft and architects Kearny 
Donald Partnership driving 
employment and industry in the 
area, even without the tourists 
Lochaber has prospered.
And with the visitors prepping 
themselves to return, hoping for 
a repeat of last year’s summer 
weather, the area seems set for a 
prosperous 2013.
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Lorn Lines
INCLEMENT January weather 
didn’t put off Oban SWRI for a 
hands-on crafting evening. 

Sally Weaser shared her 
passion and skill for making 
colourful, wearable jewellery 
in polymer clay with her rural 
ladies.

Sally, a local mother of two 
young boys, joined the Oban 
rural as an outlet for her crafting 
and baking talents, and from 
the group’s encouragement, 
she went on to win the under 
35 Argyll champion twice, and 
start her own jewellery busi-
ness Boafrosh.

Guests are always welcome 
to attend the meetings, which 
are on the last Tuesday of the 
month, in the Guide Hall in 

Oban, starting at 7.30pm, and 
February is Neil Matheson 
presenting on his charity work 
in Mozambique.

Sally Weaser

IN AN unfortunate turn of events Lorn Archaeological and 
Historical Society’s January speaker, Clive Bonsall had to call off 
due to a recent skiing accident. 

At short notice members Alastair and Zoe Fleming stepped in 

the Slate Islands Industry. 
As tesidents of Luing, they were enthusiastic on their subject 

from early rudimentry beginnings including the Monks of 
Iona shipping slate for the Abbey. From the 1750’s onwards as 
production increased, methods improved with investment and a 
benevolent landowner’s involvement all made a contribution to 
the highs and lows over the next 200 years. 

It is interesting to note in one year in the 1750’s over 1 million 
slates were transported round Cape Wrath to Scottish East coast 
towns all the way down to Berwick. This trade swelled with 

home and English market but due to Lord Breadalbane’s contacts 
overseas some went as far as the West indies and Australia. 

Technology, weather, competition from other slate sources 
and the ever present detremental effects of Iron Pyrites in 
many of the Easdale slates all contributed to the slow decline. 
By the 1970’s it was all over but with the recent pledging of 
funds, Luing can look forward to a new community venture to 
interpret the Industry in the new centre being built this year.
The next lecture is on Friday, February 15, 7.30pm as usual in the 
St Columba hall off Corran Brae, Oban. 

The speaker will be the well known Morvern resident and his-
torian Iain Thornber. ‘Behind the lens cap; The life and work of 
Christian Cameron’ who had inherited Inverailort Estate around 
1880 and whose photographs record a bygone way of life.

Contact - epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

A PAINTING of Oban Lifeboat 
completed live at the station’s 
Open Day in August has raised 
£380 for the charity that saves 
lives at sea.

Unique signed painting 
Oban man Cameron Mc-

Callum picked up the painting, 

donated by Highland artist Paul 

organised by the RNLI Oban 
Fundraising Group.

Mr Taggart had a vantage 
point overlooking the scene 
during the open day and his 
picture shows some of the 

stalls open on the day as well 
as the lifeboat, the Mora Edith 
MacDonald.  

Collection of paintings 
The unique painting has been 

signed by some of the lifeboat 
crew. 

Mr Taggart joined forces 

with the lifeboats charity on 
a fundraising project called 
Awash With The RNLI.

The project will see him pro-
duce a collection of paintings for 
different lifeboat stations 
around Scotland, in the coming 
years.

PROJECTS and community 
organisations seeking funding 
are being invited to apply for 
£150,000 of unused grants.

Following a Local Action 
Group (LAG) meeting last 
Thursday, the Argyll and the 
Islands LEADER Programme 

-
ing applications.

Applications are invited for 
projects that are able to start at 
the beginning of June 2013 and 

In order to be considered, 
projects must meet LEADER 
eligibility criteria and match-
funding and all necessary 
permissions must be in place by 
May 14, 2013. 

Up to 50 per cent of the project 
cost could be available from 
LEADER and applicants must 

from their own resources.
The deadline for applications 

is March 28, to be considered at 
a LAG meeting on May 28. 

For further details contact 
Lorna Elliott on 01631 563016 or 
Sheila McLean on 01631 564424 
or visit the website argyllandthe-
islandsleader.org.uk

A MEMBER of Oban CHORD’s 
project board has expressed 
frustration at not being able to 
make decisions due to council 
reviews and re-reviews.

Local councillor Fred Hall 
said Argyll and Bute Council’s 

‘obsession’ with reviews meant 
things could not happen as 
quickly as they should and 
demanded to be able to make 
decisions on how and where 
to spend. Speaking at a recent 
meeting of the full council, 

he said: ‘I think we’re on our 
seventh review of the CHORD 
proposals now.  Can we have a 
commitment from the council 
that we will have some positive 
movement on CHORD in Oban 
and this will be the last review 

we have? I’m not prepared to 
put up with another review - we 
should be making decisions. 
Give me a decision to make.’

However, party colleague and 
fellow CHORD project board 
member, Louise Glen-Lee, 

quickly jumped upon Mr Hall’s 
comments. She said: ‘We are 
looking towards 2020 and it does 
take time.  We made around 12 
decisions at our last meeting to 
spend almost £2million in order 
to spend £6.9million.’

PEOPLE with type one diabetes 
from Oban, Lorn and the Isles 
have been learning how to better 
manage their condition – thanks 
to ‘BERTIE’.

Taking its name from Bourne-
mouth type one education, the 
course is designed to help people 
improve their skills, focusing on 
carbohydrate counting, insulin 
dose adjustment, working out 
insulin/carbohydrate ratios and 
correct doses.

The course covered eating 
out and exercise, managing 
the condition during illness, 
hypoglycaemia and long-term 
health.

Lunch was provided by Argyll 
Beats Cardiovascular Disease 
(ABCD) and enabled participants 
to practice their carbohydrate 
counting skills.  

The courses are available to 
people with type one diabetes 

insulin injections per day.  
Run in small groups, the next 

course will start April 19 and 
will run over four Fridays be-
tween 10am - 3.30pm in Oban.  

For further information contact 
Fiona Thompson, diabetes spe-
cialist nurse at Lorn and Islands 
Hospital on 01631 788 986 or 
Lesley Bakos-Hodge, dietician, 
on 01631 788972.

WEST Highland College UHI 
research staff are to conduct 
a study looking at ways to in-
crease tourism to the Caledonian 
Canal.

The study is aimed at improv-
ing the customer experience, 
attracting more visitors and 
encouraging them to spend more 
money.

The three-month project, which 
will take place in early summer, 
is part of a wider collaboration 
between Scottish Canals and 
WHC’s centre for recreation and 
tourism research.

Scottish Canals chief executive 
Steve Dunlop said: ‘Each year 
more than 2.3 million people 
travel from across Scotland and 
beyond to cycle, walk, paddle 
and sail along the canal, so it 

from them how we could improve 
their customer experience.’ 

KILMALLIE Community News 
was highly commended at the 
Highlands and Islands Media 
Awards in Inverness on Friday.
The newsletter was nominated 
in the Community Newspaper 
of the Year category, two years 
after being set up.

The free publication - which 
has an editorial team of Chris-
tine Hutchison, Jan MacLugash, 
Kshama Wilmington and Mandy 
Ketchin - is delivered to every 
home and business in Kilmallie.

Oban Lifeboat coxswain John Hill, left, and operations manager Billy Forteith, right, present Cameron McCallum with Paul Taggart’s 
unique painting of Oban lifeboat, the Mora Edith MacDonald.  

‘Reviews’ stalling CHORD action claims Oban councillorApplications
invited for 
£150,000 of 
unused grant 
funding

Study aims 
to promote 
Caledonian Canal

‘Bertie’ to make 
things better for 
diabetics

Kilmallie news 
commended

Offensive phone 
call leads to Oban 
court action
A MAN who started to rant and 
rave after his former partner of 
24 years said she didn’t want him 
back appeared at Oban Sheriff 
Court on Monday.

Angus Beaton, 64, of 5 
MacDougall Place, Bunessan, 
Isle of Mull, admitted making 
the offensive phone call to his 
ex partner on November 16 last 
year.

Sentence was deferred for three 
months until April 30 for Beaton 
to be of good behaviour.

Oban man found guilty in 
hotel vacuum cleaner row

Driver banned after Blackmount crash

Barra Bunting 
Project gains 
arts award

Council request for £60,000 from 
Creative Scotland is unsuccessful

Oban and Lorn 
raises £27,000 

cancer

AN HONORARY fellow at 
Edinburgh University has been 
found guilty of careless driving, 
banned from driving for three 

causing a head on smash near 
Blackmount.

Ian Tierney, aged 67, of 27 
Blackford Hill Grove, Edin-
burgh had initially pled guilty 
to dangerous driving before 
receiving legal advice and with-
drawing that plea. The trial, at 
Oban Sheriff Court on Monday, 
also saw two witnesses give 
evidence via video link from the 

Netherlands. The court heard Tierney 
had left Edinburgh at 8.30am on the 
morning of May 28 last year and had 
became stuck in several ‘convoys’ of 
vehicles along the route describing the 
road as ‘very busy’ that day.

He said: ‘I foolishly wanted to see 
how long the queue was so I pulled out 
over the central line but the vehicle in 
front started to come back. 

‘I pulled further out into the opposite 
lane.

‘Everything happened very quickly 
after that.’

Tierney, who founded The Keil 
Centre in 1983, described seeing a car 

approaching him and said he tried to 
get back onto his side of the road.

He said: ‘I steered round until I was 
parallel with the car on my left. the 
vehicles seemed to be glued together 
- there was nowhere to go.’

His victim, a 52-year-old Dutch man 
who had been on holiday in Scotland, 
sustained injuries in the crash which 
still give him problems.

He told the court: ‘He was overtak-
ing four cars, I couldn’t go anywhere 
because the cars were passing me.

‘I had no possibility but holding on 
and taking the collision, we could 
have been killed – both of us.’Ian Tierney was found guilty

A DISPUTE over the use of  a vacum cleaner ended with 
a male housekeeper launching an unprovoked assault on 
his female colleague in an Oban hotel.

Mohammad Anwar, aged 38, of 15 Lunga Road, So-
roba, Oban, pled guilty to the assault when he previously 
appeared at Oban Sheriff Court but claimed he had been 

Anwar, told the court during a proof and mitigation 
hearing on Monday that he had been scratched down his 

which showed no signs of scratches while he repeatedly 
punched his victim on her head and body.

Defence agent Laura McManus asked the victim about 

started the confrontation by scratching Anwar’s face. ‘I 
certainly did not,’ the victim replied.

Sheriff John Herald said: ‘There may well be a back-
ground to this case but the one thing that is quite clear 

sentence for the preparation of reports until March 5.

THE PEOPLE of Oban and 
Lorn have been praised for their 
incredible fundraising effort 
after raising £27,000 last year 
to help cancer patients and their 
families.

Macmillan Cancer Support 
has paid tribute to the commu-

public collections, with the Oban 
fundraising in particular praised 
for their hard work.

The charity’s fundraising 
manager, Ryan Taylor, said: ‘I 
would like to extend my sincere 
thanks to all of our wonderful 
supporters who have helped raise 
this tremendous sum. Special 
thanks must go to our fantastic 
committee and volunteers who 
dedicate their time and energy 
to Macmillan.

‘Nearly 97 per cent of our 
income is through acts of public 
generosity therefore it is no 
exaggeration to say we would 
otherwise not be here.’

Rosemary Young, the Oban 
committee chairwoman, said: 
‘I am amazed that in a period 
of major economic restraint the 
generosity of the people of Oban 
and elsewhere is so great.

‘Because of this kindness 
MacMillan is able to help so 
many individuals and families 
in and around our own area who 
are struggling with cancer.

‘Thank you so much.’

FLAGS are out to celebrate 
national recognition after the 
Barra Bunting Project was 
named the Scottish winner of the 
Epic Awards for arts projects.

The driving force behind 
the project, Sarah MacLean, 
travelled to the UK’s current 
city of culture, Derry, to collect 
the accolade during a ceremony 

Thursday.
Judges praised the project for 

its ingenuity and community 
spirit.

After collecting the award, 

Island Produce Show, which 
runs Barra Bunting, is delighted 
with the success of the project to 
date.

‘We would like to thank 
everyone that has taken part, the 
volunteers at the workshops and 
people who have shared news of 
the project to spread it all over 
the world.

‘We would also like to thank 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar for 
its Arts Revenue Grant, which 
helped us get started.

‘We hope this prestigious 
award will be a fantastic plat-
form on which to develop the 
project further and look forward 
to receiving more bunting from 
people who have set foot on 

Originally started as a way to 
decorate Castlebay Hall during 
events, the Barra Bunting project 
quickly grew into a global col-
laboration, with everyone who 
has set foot on the island invited 

the bunting.

OBAN’S celebrations to mark 
the 1,450th anniversary of the 
arrival of St Columba will be 
downsized after a funding bid 
failed.

Argyll and Bute Council had 
planned an ambitious programme 
of events in June costing a total 
of £100,000 to mark the arrival 
of Christianity to Scotland.

Festivities would be split 
between Southend, Kilmartin 
Glen, Dunollie in Oban and Iona 
across June, to be held in addi-
tion to May’s special Pentecost 
at Iona Abbey on May 19.

The council had applied for 
£60,000 from Creative Scotland 
and £25,000 from Event Scotland 
to help pay for the June events, 
but have been forced to slash the 
budget to between £35-40,000 
after the larger of the two fund-
ing bids failed.

Dunollie has now been dropped 
from the council’s funding pack-
age, meaning plans to welcome 
a special Celtic galley to offer 
trips round the bay and host a 
special play based on the Annals 
of Ulster have been shelved.

Dunollie still hopes to host an 
event in June to mark the occa-

sion despite the funding blow.
Dunollie’s Jane Isaacson said: 

‘We have been removed from 
the council’s funding package. 
I assume we will still be host-
ing something but we haven’t 
discussed it yet.

‘It won’t be what we initially 
planned though because we 
don’t have the resources.’

Oban councillor and lead 
councillor for tourism, Louise 
Glen-Lee, said plans were afoot 
to ensure something spectacular 

would still be organised.
‘This is a major opportunity 

for the area and whilst 2013 will 
be fantastic, 2014 will be even 
better,’ she said. 

A council spokeswoman 
added: ‘The level of funding 
from the council for this project 

‘At the present time a pro-
gramme of events is being 
prepared and it is hoped that 
most of the original venues will 
be able to be included.’

Events in Southend, Kilmartin 
and Iona are set to go ahead as 
planned.

Meanwhile, St Columba’s 
Cathedral in Oban is set to host 
its own celebrations to mark the 
arrival of St Columba and Chris-
tianity in Scotland in 563AD.

While Father James MacNeil 
said he was unaware of the 
council’s plans to mark the 
1,450th anniversary celebra-
tions, St Columba’s Cathedral in 
Oban will be the focus of its own 
events.

He said: ‘There are plans afoot 
and they’re in the process of be-

In Southend, where St Columba 

after travelling from Ireland, 
the community hopes to plan its 
own events to run alongside the 
council’s plans.

The traditional conventical 
ceremony is expected to attract 
100 people to the area and 
the community council says 
celebrations could be arranged 
around this.

It’s hoped 500 people will at-
tend at Southend for the celebra-
tions. 

3 High Street, Oban • 01631 566696

OPENING HOURS
Mon: 9am-3pm • Tue, Wed: 9am-6pm • Thur: 9am-8pm • Fri: 9am-6pm • Sat: 9am- 4pm

Worth 

£19.00

Free wash and 
blowdry

This Voucher entitles the bearer to a free wash and 
blowdry at Trinity Hairdressing, Oban

*Restrictions apply. Offer ends 28th February 2013. Excludes Mondays.

Free wash 
and blowdry

To claim your free 
Wash and Blowdry 
simply call Trinity 
Hairdressing on 
the morning you 
wish to make your 
appointment and 
quote Oban Times. 
All appointments are 
subject to availability 
and bookings can not 
be made in advance. 
Please bring the 
voucher opposite with 
you. Can not be used 
with any other service

Come in and experience 
our relaxed friendly salon
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SpringWeddings
SPRING is the perfect time of year 

for a wedding, not too hot, not too 
cold and not too busy – as most 
couples opt for summer or autumn 
as their season of choice.
Making the most of a spring 

wedding couldn’t be easier with 
the amount of good quality 
produce, craftsmanship and 
creativity in the west of Scotland.

And to make it even easier The 
Oban Times spring wedding guide 
is offering some top tips on making 
your wedding stand out from the 
rest…
Make it personal…
The best way to make sure your 

wedding is one to remember is to 
tailor it to your personality. Your 
guests will notice the difference 

and your own touches will 
really stand out.
Make sure your decorations 

are personalised both to suit 
you and the theme of the 

day. The best advice a recent 
bride could dish out was ‘make 

thousand weddings before it’.
She had party bags full of goodies 

from her homeland, the USA, so 
guests were wearing stars and 
stripes while they danced. This 
particular bride also asked her 
bridesmaids to make a table centre 
each, based on somewhere special 
to the couple.
It is also important to ensure the 

invitations, ceremony programmes 

style and feeling of the 
day.
Pastel colours work 

well in spring time 
complementing seasonal 

tulips, roses and peonies.
Some brides use these to 

their advantage, creating 
a wild garden style 
bouquet, which can look 
absolutely stunning. 
One bride said: ‘I had 

an idea that I wanted 

bridal party and for the 
tables to look wild as if 

they had just been picked from a 
meadow.

as these are my favourites. I also 
asked for sweet william for my 

nod to Will being from Australia as 

As my background is Italian, I 
asked for rosemary as well as it 
reminds me of Italian summers.’
Something different…
When it comes to your reception 

why not forego the traditional 
complimentary glass of bubbly 
and offer guests a surprising – and 
refreshing – alternative.
Drinks including mango and 

watermelon martinis make a 
colourful addition to any wedding.
Taking advantage of local 

producers will ensure your guests 
receive special favours on your big 
day.
Whether you opt for handmade 

chocolates, custom soaps or local 
beers you can be sure your guests 
will appreciate the homely touch.
The wealth of handmade chocolate 

on offer in Argyll is also a tempting 
alternative to the traditional 
wedding cake.

Port Appin, PA38 4DQ 
Tel: 01631 730228

NESTLED in the heart of Appin is Druimneil House, one of the best 
kept secrets in Argyll wedding planning. This idyllic venue can cater 

for two to 200 people and marquees are available for an even larger guest list. 
Set in stunning woodland gardens, with spectacular views to Lismore, this 

beautiful venue is a must see for any future bride and groom.

IT WILL be a case of petals on wheels 

as a well known Oban Florist shuts up shop but remains 

very much open for business.

The Flower House, on Stevenson Street, will be closing it’s 

doors on February 23 but owner Angela Guy will continue the 

business on a mobile basis.

Angela, who trained in Telford College Edinburgh to become 

available to undertake all contract work including weddings, 

christenings and funerals. All orders will be taken however big 

or small.’

Angela, who started the business 15 years ago, has provided 

blooms for many prestigious venues including the Isle of Eriska 

Hotel, Glengorm Castle on the Isle of Mull and the Hebridean 

you to all of the customers who have supported me over the 

years but this is not the end of the Flower House, I’ll be doing 

freelance work and covering a much larger area.’

For more information on the services the new mobile version 

of the Flower House will be providing or to place an order see 

or phone 07436072912

THE
FLOWER HOUSE
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“To do” list

Find a venue

Order stationery 
from Krisp Print

Choose your 
dress

Organise Flowers

Finalis

Arran

Plan

Book
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A POPULAR practice nurse 
was given a warm send off by 
residents of Dalmally on her 
early retirement last week.

Islay Macnab, who lives in 
Taynuilt, worked part time as a 
community nurse with Taynuilt 
Medical Practice but, in her 
main role as Dalmally Surgery’s 
practice nurse, she was seen by 
residents of the village as one of 
their own. 

And last Wednesday at 
Dalmally Community Centre 
they showed their appreciation 
for the 55-year-old nurse with 

Islay Macnab was joined by members of the Dalmally community, young and old, at her retirement party. 16_t06islay01

a presentation and a party.  
Admitting she had mixed 
feelings about leaving the job, 
Islay, whose career has spanned 
37 years, said: ‘Dalmally Surgery 
has been my favourite job in my 
career because you feel part of a 
community and I have enjoyed 
sharing my life with the patients’ 
lives. It has been a privilege.’

Leading the tributes to Islay 
was Ann Moore, manager of 
Dalmally Pharmacy. 

She said: ‘Islay came to 
Dalmally after I recommended 
her to Dr Singh and I know the 
theatre department at the hospital 
was very sorry to lose her.

‘Since then we have developed 
a strong working relationship 
and she has built up a great 
rapport with her patients. She 
was always there for them.’

Islay, her husband Neil and 
daughters Jenny and Karen 
came to live in Taynuilt in 1993 
and Islay worked in the theatre 
department at Lorn and Islands 
Hospital before moving to 

DALMALLY
join Dr Singh at the Dalmally 
practice in 2001.

She has taken early retirement 
to help Neil run Taynuilt Post 

forward to helping Jenny with 
her wedding plans this year and 
I will hopefully get the chance 
to visit my younger daughter 
Karen and her partner in 
Bournemouth.

‘My replacement in Dalmally, 
Diane Dickson, has also come 
to the role from theatre at the 
hospital and I wish her all the 
best.’

Residents’ warm send off for practice nurse

A MEETING in the café 
on January 26 decided that 
Lismore’s premiere summer 
event, the 2013 Sports and Raft 
Race, is to be held on Saturday 
July 27. 

The raft race will start at 

further meeting to plan the day 
has been called for Monday 
May 20 in the café and the more 
support, the greater the day. 

ANOTHER enjoyable Burns 
Night supper was hosted by 
Beth Campbell at Lismore Café 
on January 25.  

Beth is offering a feast of 
events before Lismore Gaelic 
Heritage Centre opens for the 
season including a Valentine’s 
day dinner, afternoon teas on 
Mothers’ Day, International 
Women’s Day and St Patrick’s 
day as well as takeaway dates. 

For full details go to www.

SATURDAY February 16 is 
to be an evening of magical 
entertainment, refreshments 

award-winning magician Sam 
Fitton, described as ‘a unique 
and extraordinary young man’ 

-
ment for the most sceptical’.

The magic starts at 7pm and 
at 9pm ‘The Illusionist’ will be 
screened. This is an all-ticket 
event. Contact Christina on 
01631 760056 in advance for 
tickets.

A GREAT chance to learn 
life-saving skills or to refresh 
those you already have, will 
take place in  Lismore Hall on 
March 2 from 11am till 1pm.

This is the event postponed 
from January 19. As well as the 
opportunity to train in basic life 
support, you will also learn how 

-
lator).  At noon there will be 

saving equipment box donated 
by the late Danny Hickford.

LISMORE

ARINAGOUR Primary School’s P5-7 pupils 
enjoyed a trip to the Coll Hotel to learn what it 
takes to become the next Andrew Fairlie.

With the guidance of owner and chef 

accompanying school staff, the pupils developed 
skills in food preparation, cooking, setting a table 
and table manners. 

PUPILS at Arinagour Primary School enjoyed 
a hearty Burns supper to celebrate the bard’s 
birthday, even donning traditional Highland 
dress for the occasion.

Julie Oliphant and Graeme Griffiths welcomed Arinagour Primary School’s P5-7 pupils for an 
introduction to cooking. 

ST BRIDE’S Primary Schoolhad a surprise visit from Manaran 
star Gary Innes at their Burns Supper celebration.

More than 70 pupils, parents and friends turned out at the school 
for the event and heard Gary play some of Burns’ best known 
songs on his accordion.

He also presented the new St Bride’s Burns Award, in the form of 
a silver Quaich, to P7 pupil Islay Mackintosh.

This new award was donated to the school by Lochaber Burns 
Club to help promote the life and works of Burns. Pupils were 
invited to enter a poetry recitation, songs, music, art, projects or 
a piece of writing, and Islay’s unaccompanied singing made her a 
clear winner.

Gary Innes with Burns Award winner Islay Macintosh. 

Manran star surprise guest  
at St Bride’s Burns Supper

GLENMORISTON
GLENMORISTON Millennium Hall will 
be the venue for Invermoriston’s monthly 
ceilidh on Saturday night.

Live music will feature and entry is £2.50, 
including tea or coffee. The ceilidh, which 
is held on the second Saturday of every 
month, starts at 8pm. Everyone welcome.

PLOCKTON Amateur 
Dramatic society staged four 
productions of their panto 
‘Trouble in Pantoland’ at 
Plockton High School on 
January 17, 18 and 19.

Producer was Sarah Bruce and 
there was a cast of 37 with 33 
involved in producing it.

Collections raised £440 and 
the money was shared between 
Kyleakin Connections and 
Friends of Broadford Hospital.

Plockton Small Boat 
Sailing Club held an enjoyable 
social evening in Plockton hall 
on January 12.

The Lochalsh branch 
of the Royal British Legion 
Scotland held a bingo session 
in Balmacara Navy Club on 
January 17 and raised £486 for 
branch funds.

Eighty people attended 
the annual Burns Supper in 
Plockton Hall on January 25. 
It was organised by Robert 
Kennedy and the money raised 
went to local charities.

A birthday party was held 
in the Lochalsh Hotel, Kyle, on 
Saturday January 26 to mark 
well-known Kyle lady Nellie 
Moore’s 90th birthday.

SGOIL Chiùil na Gàidhealtachd 
(Plockton Music School) has 
taken delivery of a Steinway B 

PLOCKTON

A WHIST drive in Taynuilt 
Village Hall on January 18 
raised £169 for Oban Mountain 
Rescue Team.

There were nine tables at the 
event and Leslie Servant was 
card master. Results:

Ladies – 1 Stella Huntingford; 
2 Fiona Kincaid, Oban; 3 Isabel 
Grant. The consolation prize 
was won by Alice Campbell 
and the travelling prize went to 
Mary Mitchell.

Gents – 1 Brenda MacLean, 
plyaing as gent; 2 Dave Watson, 
Dalavich; 3 Colin Campbell. 
The consolation prize was 
won by Mary Scott and the 
travelling prize went to Dougie 
McDougall.

The next whist drive will 
be held on February 8, when 
money raised will be used 
by the whist club to buy new 
equipment.

TAYNUILT

Hosted by the Island Café, the P6 and P7 pupils 
gave the ‘Address to a Haggis’ and the ‘Immortal 
Memory’ before proposing toasts and the Selkirk 
Grace.

All pupils then recited poems and sang songs.
The school thanked clerical assistant Fay 

Anderson and teacher Mrs Evans for providing 

The food was prepared by Darran Jamieson and 
served by Laura Jamieson.

ARINAGOUR

Pupils enjoy visit to Coll Hotel

EIGHT members of Morar 
SWRI enjoyed their annual 
dinner in the Chlachain Inn on 
Saturday January 19.

The February meeting will be 
held at Morar Primary School 
tonight (Thursday).

MORAR

grand piano to gain the coveted 
status of an ‘All-Steinway 
School’. 

The instrument sits alongside 
the present complement of 10 
pianos being leased under the 
scheme, which gives every pupil 
in Plockton High School access 
to top quality pianos.

Furthermore, the new 
instrument is what Steinway 
designates as a ‘performance 
piano’.

Under the terms of the lease 
it must be made available 
to the wider community for 
performance and rehearsal 
purposes.

Music school director Dougie 
Pincock said: ‘We are hopeful 
that the presence of a piano of 
this quality in Lochalsh will 
be a huge attraction to touring 
musicians in all genres of music 
and we hope to work with local 
arts groups to make sure we 

great resource.’

FORT AUGUSTUS
KILCHUIMEN Primary School in Fort 

of 2013 on Tuesday February 19 between 
2.30pm and 7.30pm. Meetings with 
teachers are by appointment only.

SIXTEEN young Gaelic speakers are to be 
given the chance to use their language in a 
traditional Lewis setting during the Easter 
holidays.

The Còig Latha (Five Days) residential 
course based at Gearrannan black houses 
at Carloway from April 8 to 13 follows a 
similar event last year.

The youngsters will spend time in a com-
munity where Gaelic is used naturally and 

Tweed industry play an important part in 
the lives of its residents. They will experi-

peat cutting, producing Harris Tweed and 
cookery. Music and song workshops will 
also feature throuthroughout the week 

of Blazin Fiddles and Gaelic singer Norrie 
MacIver of Mànran. Applicants should 
contact calum@feisean.org. 

LEWIS

COMUNN Eachdraidh Shlèite (Sleat Local 
History Society) will hold a members’ night 
in the Seomar Cruinneachaidh (Conference 
Room) at Sabhal Mòr Ostaig next Friday, 
February 15.

Members are invited to bring an object, 
show a photo, tell a story or just come and 
listen. The meeting starts at 7.30pm.

SLEAT

MORAR Community Council 
held its January meeting in 
Lady Lovat Primary School 
with eight members present. 
Abridged minutes:

Chairman Bill Cornelius 
reminded all members to 
re-visit the community council 
constitution from time to time. 
In particular he emphasised the 
importance of adhering to the 

MORAR

code of conduct at all times. 
Additionally he reminded that 
it was up to each member to 
examine their conscience on 
issues discussed and, if in any 
doubt, to declare an interest. 

The chairman also asked each 
member to ensure the previous 
minutes were read before each 
meeting and any comments 
made before they were 
approved, as once approved the 
minutes are legal documents.

To conclude, the chairman 
highlighted that members 
are volunteers and wished to 
continue to enjoy the amicable 
atmosphere experienced 
hitherto during the monthly 
meetings. Following the above 
procedures will help everyone 
to achieve this. 

Senior citizens 
- Christmas lunch was a great 
success. Letters of appreciation 
have been received from some 
who attended, along with 
spoken appreciation. Thank you 
to The West Highland and also 
to Megan and Ewan and all the 
pupils who provided the tunes 
for the ceilidh. 

Lady Lovat Primary 
School – the community council 
received a letter requesting 

costs for skiing lessons at 
Newtonmore and a trip to 
Nevis Range. The community 
council agreed a donation.
Correspondence secretary will 
forward a cheque.  

Bracara road – Michael 
MacNeil informed the 
community council of 
treacherous conditions he has 

These include road surface 
and poor drainage which has 
resulted in the road being 

and inadequate gritting by the 
Highland Council during the 
snap of freezing temperatures. 
Secretary will contact TEC
Services. 

Tougal Car Park Swing 

that a bracket on the gate 
is broken. Correspondence 
secretary will contact the 
Highland Council. 

Letters to the planning 
department – Douglas 
MacKellaig requested that 
all letters regarding planning 
applications should be seen by 
all community council members 
before sending off. 

The chairman commented 
that normal practice was for 
the chairman to summarise the 
points which the meeting had 
decided to write and, given the 
agreement of the meeting, the 
secretary could then proceed. 

He added that a request could 
be submitted on a particular 
letter, however. 

way of compromise that letters 
on contentious applications 
could be seen. 

A team from Acharacle Primary School won last week’s Gleusta
schoolkids’ Gaelic quiz show on BBC Alba. Pictured above are 

team members Mirran Lindsay and Fern MacGillivray with their 
guest, fiddler Ewen Henderson from Fort William, and show 

presenter Linda MacLeod. 

ACHARACLE

A CAR design inspired by 
snakes has won a Barcaldine 
primary seven pupil a chance to 

by manufacturer Toyota.
Shona McKenzie was runner-

up prize in the Helensburgh 
Toyota Dream Car Art Contest 
with her dream car, the Toyota 
Adder.

She was one of 400 regional 
entries and received a £30 
Amazon voucher. 

Her entry will also be 
forwarded onto the next stage 
of the competition, where a UK 
winner will be found.
The Toyota Adder comes with 

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Follow us on 

facebook

BARCALDINE

Shona MacKenzie shows her 
Toyota Adder design. 

solar panels on the back, has 

an enormous storage space, 

based on snake skin so that it is 
perfect whatever the weather.

The skin will keep you cool 
in the summer and warm in 

‘venom’ (liquid) onto the road 
so that it can melt ice and snow 
to make roads safer.

The competition’s UK winners 
will then compete in the World 
Dream Car Art Competition, 
where there is the chance to win 
the trip of a lifetime to Japan.

Senior Kilninver Primary School pupils created this scene from Tam O’Shanter to mark Robert Burns 
Day. They are pictured with Jim Rob, a Burns enthusiast from the local community, who agreed 

to answer the children’s questions about the life and works of the bard. The children thanked Mr 
Robb, who dressed up as Rabbie Burns, for entering into the spirit of the occasion and undertaking 

his role with such enthusiasm. 

KILNINVER

Kilchoan Primary School children had to wrap up warm recently 
for their walk along the road to the community centre for their PE 
lesson in the hall in a freezing south east wind and snow flurries. 
Some pupils were carrying tennis racquets, probably to work on 
their skills so like Andy Murray, they can spend their winters in 

the warmth of places like Australia!
Photograph by Jon Haylett. 

KILCHOAN

NORTH BALLACHULISH
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IT WAS a full house at the BA Club in Fort William on 
Saturday for a live music night in aid of local charity 
STAR for Harris.

Around 250 partygoers paid £5 entry to hear local 
bands Hired Guns, Toothless Grin, Brigade Luce, 
Almost Fatal, Russian Ninjas, The Big Stumble, 
The Shine and Cach Mor Ceilidh Band perform for 
free. DJs Symondo and Graham Platt followed with a 
selection of dance tracks.

The gig was set up by ‘Jeff Presents’, the collective 
promotional name for a group of event planning 
students at West Highland College in Fort William.

Co-organiser, 26-year-old local man Gary Manson, 
told The Oban Times: ‘The night was a great success 

we are really pleased we raised £1,300 for STAR for 
Harris.’

Corpach couple Allan and Tanya Ross set up the 
charity after their 17-month-old son Harris died from 
aggressive brain cancer in September 2010. Since then 

they have raised thousands of pounds to help other 
children battling cancer. 

Tanya said the college students did a professional 
and amazing job.

She told The Oban Times: ‘The bands and DJs were 

the night.  It was a great crowd and atmosphere.
‘Allan and I were humbled to see how many people 

took part or helped out and are overwhelmed by the 
support the community continues to give to Harris’s 
charity.’

Proceeds from the gig will help fund music therapy 
at cancer units in Glasgow and Edinburgh, Tanya 
said.

‘Harris would have loved music therapy when he 
was in hospital,’ she added. ‘We are now looking into 
contributing to a research project on childhood brain 
cancer. Without the generosity of STAR for Harris’s 
supporters, we couldn’t do as much as we do so we 
can’t thank everyone enough.’

THE FESTIVE season may 
be a distant memory, but a 
Fort William family received a 
special Christmas present this 
week.

Jane Gill, of Kennedy Road, 
entered a prize draw at the High 
Street Christmas Gathering on 
December 20 and was the lucky 
winner of a weekend break for 
two, donated by Fort William 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Chamber chairman Don Hind 
presented the prize to Jane and 
her two-year-old daughter Lily.

Mr Hind said thanked all 
involved for making the 
gathering a success.

He added: ‘Feedback from the 
public, High Street businesses 
and other organisations involved 
has been such that it is clear 
events which bring locals and 
visitors into the High Street are 
to be encouraged. We at the 
chamber have already agreed to 
take a lead role in the organisation 
of next year’s gathering.’

A DISTRAUGHT teenager has 
told how her then boyfriend 
throttled her, ripped off her 
clothes and threatened to set 
her hair alight during a drunken 
attack in his Caol home.

At Fort William Sheriff 
Court, the 17-year-old also said 
Alexander Williamson punched 
and slapped her, poured drink 
and aftershave over her head, 
stubbed out a cigarette out on her 
hand and set her clothes ablaze.

Giving evidence, the woman 
claimed the violence started 
after she tried to break up with 
Williamson when the pair got 
home from a party around 4am 
on June 23 last year.

She said: ‘He was really angry. 
He leaped over at me and put 
both his hands round my throat 
and strangled me.’

The witness, who broke down 
several times in the dock, said 

Grateful: Allan and Tanya Ross attended the STAR for Harris gig and thanked local people for their support 
20_f06star01

Don Hind presents the chamber prize to Jane Gill and her 
daughter Lily. 

Williamson, who denies the 
assault charge, let go before 
slapping her and throttling her 
again. 

Over the next three hours, she 
said, Williamson kept her in his 
bedroom, poured Irn Bru, cider 
and aftershave over her head, 
punched her right eye, ripped her 
clothes off then set them alight 
in the back garden.

Cross examining the witness, 
defence solicitor Gerry Sweeney 

into a rage after being accused of 
cheating, shouting and throwing 
things at Mr Williamson, who 
only grabbed his girlfriend to 
subdue her. 

He said: ‘Mr Williamson 

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

RICHARD HADDOCK
rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

attempted to restrain you and 
you slapped him on the face.’ 
The woman replied: ‘That’s just 
not true. I didn’t hit him, I was 
just trying to get him off me.’

Mr Williamson, Mr Sweeney 
said, only threw the woman on 
the bed, picked up her clothes 
and ripped them before setting 

Police photographs showed 
both partners suffered several 
cuts and bruises. The woman 
had a black eye, cuts on her 
chest and ear, and marks on her 
left arm.

Mr Williamson, 23, of 4 
Glenmallie Terrace, had two 
black eyes, a bruise on his neck, 
cuts on his torso and legs and 
bruising on his ankle.

The pair split up about three 
weeks ago, the woman told the 
court. The trial is due to continue 
on February 26.

Court hears 
teenage girl’s 
ordeal claims

Family’s late 
festive cheer

Partygoers pack BA Club to 
raise STAR for Harris funds

SCOTLAND Transerv has announced night closures of 
the A82 during upcoming roadworks at Onich and north of 

The road will be shut from Sunday February 24 to Friday 
March 1 and Sunday March 3 to Friday March 8 from 

allowed access. From Monday March 11 to Friday March 

and a convoy system will operate. The February 24 closure 

Dave Wrigglesworth, from Onich, said ticket sales could 
suffer if the route back south for people was blocked. 
See page 2.

ARDNAMURCHAN residents are being consulted about 
the future of a 180-year-old church near Kilchoan.

Ardnamurchan Parish Church urgently needs extensive 
renovation if it is to remain open, prompting local minister 
Rev Fiona Ogg to ask the local community if they think 
the costs are worth it. It is thought more than £100,000 is 
required just to weatherproof the building. 

Views
A form is being distributed asking local residents for their 

views on what should happen with the building, which still 
holds weekly services. Rev Ogg told The Oban Times: ‘The 
future of the church in the area is not in question. There are 
other venues where the congregation could meet. What is 
in question is the future of the building itself which needs 
substantial work.’

Completed forms are to be returned by the end of 
February.

Road to close for ten nights

Residents’ views sought on 
church building future

THE LONG-mooted Caol link road plan is being revived 
after Fort William Steering Group (FWSG) backed a fea-
sibility study.

Summer congestion on the A82 would be eased, says 
FWGS, if a new town bypass from An Aird to Caol to the 

built.
Chairman Councillor Brian Murphy said a Scottish Trans-

port Appraisal Guidance (STAG) appraisal was needed as a 

Scotland.
He told The Oban Times: ‘There is a growing feeling of 

frustration in Lochaber at the continuing failure to put ef-

‘We need to make some progress on this issue. It has the 
full support of the community and the time to start to move 
it forward is now with the development of the Blar Mor 
starting very soon.’

Local MSP Dave Thomson has given his backing for the 
STAG appraisal, which would comprehensively look at all 
aspects of the project on behalf of Transport Scotland.

Caol link road plan revived 
by steering group

Follow us on 

facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

JANUARY 
SALE EXTENDED 
NEW LINES ADDED 

Unit 3, Caol Industrial Estate, Ardgour Road, Caol, 
Fort William, PH33 7PH Tel: 01397 708600. 
Email Sales@blackbridgefurnishings.co.uk 
www.blackbridgefurnishings.co.uk

Local speculation that Oscar-winning actress Kate Winslet has purchased Laudale Estate in Morvern 
appears to be unfounded after owner Keith Falconer dismissed the idea. ‘She has connections to 

the area and I believe she likes the place a lot,’ Mr Falconer told The Oban Times. ‘But I have had no 
contact with her at all and there is no truth in the rumour that she has bought it.’ A source close to 

the actress said there was ‘no truth whatsoever’ in the reports.   Ms Winslet has stayed at luxury 
hotel Kilcamb Lodge in nearby Strontian on several occasions.

Sorry, Kate’s no’ comin’ after-all

MACDONALDS from the West Highlands 
and beyond will commemorate the 321st 
anniversary of the Massacre of Glencoe in 
the Lochaber village next Wednesday.

High Commissioner of Clan Donald USA, 
Forrest Lee Piver, will lay the Clan Donald 
wreath. Wreaths will also be laid on behalf 
of The Glencoe Heritage Trust, Clan Donald 
(Skye) and other organisations.

The Requim will be held at 11am in St 
Mary’s Episcopal Church in Glencoe, fol-
lowed by the traditional march from Bridge 
of Coe to the memorial cross at 12 noon.

The wreath-laying tradition goes back to 
the late Angus MacDonald, a descendant of 

wreath in 1935, sponsored by Miss Rankin 
of Tighphuirst. 

Angus’s sons carried on the tradition until 
the 1950’s when the Clan Donald Society of 
Edinburgh took over. 

Latterly, a number of different organisa-
tions have taken part in the ceremony to 
ensure the bloody events of February 13, 
1692 are never forgotten.

Clan Donald Highlands and Islands, The 
Glencoe Heritage Trust, and St Mary’s are 
running this year’s commemoration.

MacDonalds 
to mark 321st 
anniversary of 
the Massacre 
of Glencoe

A GLASGOW man who assaulted a res-
taurant worker while on a trip to Oban on 

Neil Bentley, 26, of 86 Neil Island Oval, 
Pollok, Glasgow, admitted the offence 
when he appeared at Oban Sheriff Court on 
Tuesday.

The court heard staff in the restaurant had 
got into a disagreement with Bentley’s two 
companions, resulting in refusing to serve 
them.

accused was leaving he picked up a stack of 
menu holders and threw them at a member 
of staff which cut him on the face.’

Defending, Heather Wilson told the court: 

Bentley threw the menus out of frustration, 
it wasn’t meant to harm the complainer. 

‘He admits it was immature.’

Glasgow man admits 
assaulting waiter in  
Oban restaurant

CONNEL pianist Andrew Dun-
lop may have missed out on the 
Young Traditional Musician of 
the Year prize but he won a host 
of new fans from his perform-

Glaswegian melodeon player 
Paddy Callaghan won the title 

the competition all won acclaim 
from onlookers at the Royal 
Conservatoire of Scotland last 
weekend.

The competition brought a 
close to the Celtic Connections 
festival.

Among those singing Andrew’s 
praises was Gaelic musician and 
broadcaster Mary Ann Kennedy, 
who described his performance 
of Gur Milis Morag as ‘heart-
stopping’.

Connel pianist 
gains praise for 
performance

A LOCHGILPHEAD man ac-
cused of assaulting a woman on 
Christmas Day has denied the 
charge but admits behaving in 
an abusive manner when police 
arrived.

Thomas Johnstone, 28, of Fyne 
View Lodge, Ross Crescent, 
Lochgilphead, appeared at Oban 
Sheriff Court on Tuesday and 
admitted shouting, swearing and 
repeatedly striking his head on a 
police vehicle in Lochnell Road, 
Dunbeg on December 25.

He is also accused of an as-
sault where he seized hold of a 
woman’s neck and forced her to 
the ground. 

He will stand trial on that 
charge on March 6 when he 
will be sentenced for the other 
crime.

Lochgilphead
man in court over 
Christmas assault

A YOUNG Oban man appeared 
on petition at the town’s sheriff 
court on Tuesday accused of 
committing a serious assault on 
December 1 last year.

Sean MacMillan, 23, made no 
plea or declaration during the 
private hearing and was com-
mitted for further examination. 
He was released on bail.

Assault charge

‘Then and 
Now’
Do you have fond memories 
of a place, building or town 
that has changed over the 
years? You can email you 
images to editor@obantimes.
co.uk or post prints to The 
Oban Times PO Box 1 Oban 

Argyll PA34 4HB

Above and right - the venue for 
many a great social gathering, 

Connel Village Hall 
- right, as it is today 

- and above, as many older 
readers will remember it.



GLASGOW LETTER

YOUR LETTERS
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 300 words in 
length for publication on this page. 

The editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or to 
refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses must be sup-
plied, including on emails, to indicate good faith. A daytime 

Anonymous letters or those supplied without a contact telephone 
number will not be printed. 

Please write or fax to: Letters page, The Oban Times, 
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

PRESS POLICY
WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all 
our reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on 
occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of producing 
the biggest local newspaper in the West Highlands.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in 

Editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB giving 
your day-time telephone number where possible. This statement 
of policy will appear on this page every week along with any 

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commis-
sion’s Code of Conduct. 

The views expressed in The Oban Times are not necessarily 
those of this newspaper.
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Beachd Ailein
Ailean Caimbeul

GENERAL                        
KNOWLEDGE
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Across
7 Indigenous (6)
8 Romantic Greek poet (6)
9 Coquette (4)
10 Echo again (8)
11 To remind oneself (7)
13 High storeroom (5)
15 Cheat out of (5)
17 Distribute (7)
20 Fruitful (8)
21 Lump of earth (4)
22 Punishing rod (6)
23 Liveliness (6)

Down
1 Clothing (6)
2 Alternative to Windows (4)
3 Egg-shaped instrument (7)
4 Mutter quietly (5)
5 Talking while choking sound (8)
6 Hot vegetable (6)
12 Filbert (8)
14 Shelf support (7)
16 Less cold (6)
18 However (6)
19 Frequently (5)
21 At the home of (4)

Alan
Cochrane

THE DAILY TELEGRAPH’S 
SCOTTISH EDITOR

Celtic Connections 
2013
WITH none of the 12 previous 
winners of the BBC Radio 
Scotland Young Traditional 
Musician of the Year coming 
from Glasgow, it was time 
this was remedied and that 
is what happened at the 
2013 competition, held for 

Conservatoire of Scotland. 
The winner was Paddy 

Callaghan playing the button 
box, with some stand up 
comedy thrown in. Having 
learned his trade under the 
legendary Frank McArdle 
and St Roch’s Ceili Band, he 
was a worthy winner although 

could have been awarded 
the title which for previous 
winners has been a platform 
for a successful musical 
career.  Each competitor was 
accompanied by a house 
band and the standard of 
musicianship throughout the 
competition was extremely 
high - a wonderful advert for 
traditional music. As well 
as going out live on radio, 
the event was televised by 
BBC Alba and highlights 
can also be viewed on bbc.
co.uk/celticconnections.   

The  Strathclyde Suite 
was not available as a 
venue for this year’s Celtic 
Connections but the Mitchell 
Theatre proved to be an 
ideal replacement and for 

capacity.  
That was very much the case 

for the Highland Wedding 
- A’ Bhanais Ghaidhealach- a 
commission by Margaret 
Stewart for the Blas Festival 
2012 and now being brought 
to a lowland audience. Like 
all good weddings, it required 
excellent musicians and for 
this Margaret, to support 
her vocals, enlisted Alan 
and Ingrid Henderson, Iain 
MacFarlane and Angus 
Nicolson. Not a bad wee band 
I am sure you will agree! 

Using both traditional and 
modern material there was 
a celebration of the customs 
and stages associated with 
a wedding in past times 
although one might wonder 

evening was a lullaby. Was 
this signalling the start of the 
young girl’s life which would 
later result in marriage or 
perhaps the older generations 
were not as innocent as we 
are led to believe? Humour, as 
you might imagine, was well 
to the fore and the minstrels 
on the stage were handpicked 
for that task with banter 

and the audience, especially 
when they had the audacity to 
suggest that the Highland Reel 
was not performed in Eriskay. 

Much research had been 
done to produce this show 
which used recordings of 
Murdo MacDonald from 
Lewis and a back drop of 
old photographs depicting 
the various stages but none 

apparently were an integral 
part of Highland weddings. 
This was another Celtic 
Connections show with a 
difference and that was the 
case a couple of nights later 
in the same venue when 
the Fiona Hunter Band 
and The Shee provided the 
entertainment.  

Many will know Fiona as the 
cellist and singer in the group 
Malinky or even perhaps 
as a member of Glasgow 
Islay Junior Gaelic Choir 
prior to her years of study 
in the RSAMD as the Royal 
Conservatoire was known at 
that time.  

Like the wedding described 
above Fiona was surrounded 
by excellent musicians, Gillian 

RINN Coimisean thaghaidhean alba co-dhùnadh math a 
thaobh ciamar a bu chòir ceist referendum saorsa na dùthcha 
fhaighneachd. ’S e ceist a tha seo a tha cho cudromach, 
theagamh ri dad sam bith a thàinig riamh air beulaibh sluagh 

sam bith san dòigh san tèid a cur ri luchd-bhòtaidh. Mhol an 
Coimisean ceist fhosgailte agus ghabh a’ Phàrlamaid ris a’ 
chomhairle sin.

Ceistean dùinte agus ceistean fosgailte. Tha saoghal 
margaideachd glè eòlach orra sin agus gu dearbh, tha 
mìneachadh orra agus dòighean air an cleachdadh na phàirt 
bunaiteach den trèanadh a tha a’ mhòr-chuid de luchd-reice a’ 
faotainn. 

Tha mi cinnteach gun iarradh tu fhèin leithid sin, nach 
iarradh? Dh’iarradh! Tha mi cinnteach nach iarradh tu fhèin 
leithid sin, an iarradh? Chan iarradh! Am biodh tu fhèin ag 
iarraidh leithid sin? ’S dòcha gum biodh, neo ’s dòcha nach 
biodh! 

Chan eil teagamh nach eil cumhachd aig briathran agus mar 
a tha iad air an cuimseachadh, air buaidh a thoirt air beachd 
dhaoine. Mar a thuirt mi, tha an fheallsanachd seo air a 
dearbhadh thar linntean tro shoirbheachadh obair-margaideachd 
is reice ghnìomhachasan an t-saoghail. Ged a tha mòran againn 
a thèid ’s dòcha às àicheadh gun toir margaideachd buaidh 
oirnn, tha na tha a’ tachairt a’ sealltainn nach ann mar sin a 
tha idir agus aig ceann cùise, thathas a’ toirt a chreidsinn oirnn 
gur e na thathas a’ tabhann dhuinn an dearbh rud a bha sinne 
a’ lorg fad na h-ùine! Cò mheud turas a chunnaic sibh sanas ag 
ràdh gun caomhain sibh ceudan leis an àirneis taighe àraid seo 
a cheannach agus an do smaointich sibh gun gabhadh mòran a 
bharrachd a chaomhnadh gun a cheannach idir!

Ann a bhith cha mhòr (!) a’ moladh an Riaghaltais airson an 
cuid gliocais a thaobh neo-eisimeileachd bhriathran ceist an 
referendum, bhuail e orm gum bheil ceist eile a tha a’ leantainn 
sin gu dlùth. 

air sgàth ’s nach bi daoine air am mealladh air dhòigh sam 
bith, carson nach eil an aon seòrsa onair mar fhiachaibh air 
partaidhean poilitigeach nuair a tha iadsan a’ tagradh airson 
taic luchd-bhòtaidh? 

Tha e gu tur iomchaidh gun innis iad dè tha iad an dùil a 
dhèanamh ma gheibh iad cumhachd, ach tha fhios nach eil e 
idir iomchaidh gum biodh partaidh sam bith a’ feuchainn ri 
beachd an t-sluaigh aomadh le bhith leigeil ris rudeigin nach eil 
fìor mu phartaidh eile.

THE FORM of the referendum question has been agreed. 
Thank goodness for John McCormick! 

If opposing campaigners now present their respective 
arguments in a similar spirit of openness, the people of Scotland 
will be equipped to make a reasoned decision. We might come 
to like a system where those seeking our votes give only details 
of their policy aspirations and avoid attempts to smear their 
opposition!
Ailean Caimbeul  (Allan Campbell) ailean@obantimes.
co.uk.

Frame, Euan Burton, Matheu 
Watson and Mike Vaas, 
and they played beautiful 
arrangements to accompany 
the wide variety of Scots 
songs sung by Fiona.  

Unlike many of these 
concerts which take place 
subsequent to the launch of 
a new CD, Fiona’s recording 
has still to be released and 
is eagerly awaited by those 
present at the concert. The 
remainder of the evening’s 
entertainment was provided 
by The Shee, a group of 
six talented young ladies 
with vocals and a variety 
of instruments. They 
released their third album, 
Murmurations, during 
the autumn of 2012. An 
interesting feature of the 
CD is that each of the 2,000 
produced was made by one 
of the band members. Quite a 
talent to combine with quality 
musicianship.  

Blazin’Fiddles
FOR THOSE suffering 
withdrawal symptoms 
after the few weeks of 
Celtic Connections, what 
could be better than a night 
with Blazin’ Fiddles on St 
Valentine’s Night in the 
Tolbooth, Stirling, at 8pm. 
For tickets telephone 01786 
274000.

Gaels le Cheile
A REMINDER that there 
will be language classes 
at beginner, intermediate 
and advanced levels in both 
Scottish and Irish Gaelic 
taking place in An Leanag, 

this Saturday, February 9, 
from 10am to 4pm, telephone 
0141 433 9495.

This will be followed by an 
evening of traditional Scottish 
and Irish Gaelic music, songs 
and dances starting at 8pm  
in St Helen’s Church Hall, 
32 Langside Avenue, G41 
2QS. The special guest will 
be Caoimhe ni Chathail and 
tickets cost £3.

Sympathy
IT IS with great sadness I 
have to intimate the sudden 
death of Peggy Darroch. 

Peggy came from Lewis and 
was a stalwart supporter of 
the Gaelic community in East 
Kilbride where she played a 
leading role in the local Mod 
and in the Greater Glasgow 
area for many years. She will 
be greatly missed.

Diary dates
Thursday February 7:
Comun an Taobh-an-Iar 
Closing Ceilidh, Ellangowan 
Social Club, Milngavie, 
7.30pm.
Friday February 8: Mull 
and Iona Association Annual 
Gathering, National Piping 
Centre, 7.30pm. Clydebank 
and District Highlander’s 
Association Ceilidh, Napier 
Hall, Old Kilpatrick, 7.30pm.
Saturday February 9:  
Glasgow Lewis and Harris 
Association Marag Supper, 
Partick Burgh Hall, 7.45pm.  
Gaels le Cheile - see above.
Thursday February 14:  
Blazin’ Fiddles, Tolbooth, 
Stirling - see above
Saturday February 16:  
Highlander’s Club, Partick 
Burgh Hall, 8pm, Susan 
McFadyen’s Band.

Pub scene
MUSIC in the Park Bar this 
weekend will be provided by 
Nicky McMichan on Friday, 
Gunna Sound on Saturday 
and Andrew MacPherson and 
his band on Sunday while in 
the Islay Inn it will be Black 
Velvet on Friday and Crooked 
Reel on Saturday. 
Neil Murray. Tel: 0141 954 
8105. Email: neilfmurray@
yahoo.co.uk.

AUTUMN 2014 is still a long way off 
but in the debate over that referendum on 
Scottish independence both sides have put 
up detailed arguments in favour of their 
preferred option. However, there are many 
Scots for whom the arguments are entirely 
academic because they won’t be voting or, 
to be more accurate, they are forbidden from 
so doing.

I’m referring here to the hundreds of 
thousands of Scots who no longer live in 
Scotland – some of them only temporarily 
– and who as a result are barred by law from 
taking part in the most important decision 
affecting their homeland for more than 300 
years.

An estimated 800,000 Scots – that is, 
people who were born in Scotland – live 
permanently in England and many more 

in the world. None will be eligible to vote in 

vote in Scottish parliamentary elections will 
be entitled to a ballot paper.

For the record this means all British citizens 
resident in Scotland, all Commonwealth 
citizens resident in Scotland, Republic of 
Ireland citizens resident in Scotland and other 
EU citizens resident in Scotland. And so, while 
Australians, New Zealanders, the Irish, French, 
Italians, Germans and many more can all 
vote on the constitutional future of Scotland, 
providing they live in Scotland, Scots living 
beyond the Cheviots cannot. And most galling 
of all – in some eyes, certainly – all of the 

estimated 400,000 English who are resident 
in Scotland can vote. However, if the rules 
for the independence referendum were to be 
identical to those for European Parliament 
elections then at least some Scots abroad 
would be entitled to vote. 

In EU elections, exiled Scots who have been 
registered to vote in a Scottish constituency 
within the last 15 years can vote. So why not 
in this referendum?

There’s no doubt that the SNP government 
is keen to keep the vote restricted to those 
actually living in Scotland, because my 
clear impression is that for every Sean 
Connery who’d back independence there 

the country who want to remain British and 
who would vote ‘no’.

But the Unionist side also seems happy to 
go along with this ‘residence’ restriction. 
For one thing in transferring responsibility 
for the referendum from Westminster to 
Holyrood, the Coalition has tacitly accepted 
that it’s up to Alex Salmond to draw up 
all the rules. Plus, widening the franchise 
beyond those who actually live in Scotland 

instance, many residents of the rest of these 

islands – the English, Welsh and Northern 
Irish – reckon it’s their United Kingdom, 
too, and could demand a vote in any 
referendum.

However, there is the absolutely basic 
question of which Scots should qualify. For 
instance, my eldest daughter was born in 
Dundee but now lives and works in Kent. My 
son was born in Tunbridge Wells but lives 
and works in Yorkshire. And what about all 
those ‘London Scotties’ that I meet at the 
Caledonian Club in Belgravia? 

They are proud Scots but many moved 
south a long time ago and have precious little 
connection with the Home Country nowadays 
and for the life of me I can’t drum up much 
enthusiasm for them being enfranchised in 
time for the referendum.

Their case is very much a poor second to 
those young Scots who have done what many 
of us did, and still do – gone south or abroad 
to work, always intending to return in a few 
years time and determined to maintain a stake 
in Scotland.

Widening the right to vote in the independ-
ence referendum would be fraught with 

answer question of who is a Scot. 
That way lies the almost farcical 

criteria adopted by the rugby authorities 
who sometimes seem to reckon that having 
a Scottish budgie or having once sung Auld 
Lang Syne was enough to win selection for 
the national side.

I fear we’re stuck with the rules as they are.

Reader Mrs MacIntyre submitted this week’s flashback photograph which features Oban Camanachd and Kyles Athletic shinty teams 
after a game in Oban. Camanachd players: Alister Stewart; D Watt; D MacKenzie; E Cooper; J Stewart; J Lamont; D MacIntyre; W Currie; 
I Cummings; A Stewart; D MacTaggart; P Turnbull. Kyles Athletic: W Jamieson; A Currie; P Nicolson; W MacNeill; H Nicolson; C Paterson; 

Q Davidson; D White; J Olding; R MacKim; A McBride and J Cook.Please send prints to The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB, or email editor@obantimes.co.uk. Prints or emails must be accompanied by a caption, name, address and telephone number. 

Anyone wishing their prints returned must supply a stamped addressed envelope.

Oban Camanachd v Kyles Athletic

Cross party 
support for Mull 
and Iona BID
Copy of letter to Neil Hutton, 
Mull and Iona BID chairman.
Sir,
Re cross party support for Mull 
and Iona Business Improvement 
District

As a representative of the area 
including Argyll and Bute, I am 
pleased to write to you to give 
support for the Mull and Iona 
Business Improvement District 
(BID).

I believe that over 400 
businesses working together 
as part of the BID would be 
invaluable to the islands of Mull, 
Iona, Ulva, Gometra, Erraid, 
Calve, Staffa and the Tresnish 
Islands archipelago. The BID 

Scotland and beyond and create 
many business opportunities in 
the area.

The collective and collaborative 
working required for a successful 
BID is just what is needed to 
boost the local economy whilst 
also preserving and enhancing 
the special and unique character 
of our islands.
Mike Mackenzie MSP, Scottish 
National Party, Highlands and 
Islands; Rhoda Grant MSP, 
Scottish Labour, Highland 
and Islands; Jamie McGrigor, 
Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Paty, Highlands and 
Islands and Alan Reid MP, 
Liberal Democrats, Argyll and 
Bute. 

Leave Mull and 
Iona alone
Sir,
We respect the good intentions 
and hard work behind the Mull 
and Iona BID.

However, we will vote against 
it in its present form. Times are 
as hard as we’ve seen in 29 years 
of trading. But hard times call 
for clear not wishful thinking. 
Europe is in the worst recession 
since the 1930s. Mull and Iona is 
a high cost destination. We must 
control costs. 

The BID plan doesn’t address 
these points. We would pay a levy 
at twice the Oban BID rate - see 
the table at www.shielingdryer.

co.uk/BID.xhtml on top of  our 
subscription to Holiday Mull.

We are very happy with www.
HolidayMull.co.uk. It does 
just what we want.  On public 

better results than reported in the 
current members’ newsletter. 

On representation, the 
community trust says it 
has worked with the ferry 
committee, community council, 

and Iona and local businesses on 
ferry fares. The nine-day saver 
ticket, introduced on trial  in 
July, has been extended for the 
2013 season.

What more could a BID 
do? After all, Holyrood and 
Westminster are broke. And 
we shouldn’t exaggerate the 
problems for Mull of Road 
Equivalent Tariff. 

We compared the summer 
saver fares to Mull, Arran, 
Islay, Tiree and the outer isles 
from Oban and Uig. Mull’s 
driver/passenger fare seems to 
be the lowest and the car and 
campervan fare is less than all 
except Islay and Uig. Even there, 
there’s not much in it. 

We don’t think the BID suits 

without contribution and many 
will be forced to contribute 

was the idea of the community 
trust which got public funds of 
£38,000 for it. 

and other voluntary bodies went 
along, perhaps in the hope of 
funding, perhaps as a way of 
employing staff. But we should 
be cautious on both counts. The 
annual report of the trust reports 

are a mixed blessing. Instead, 

of us to help them. 
Our customers all think Mull 

and Iona a star already and want 
it left alone. The BID plan is 
illustrative, not businesslike.  In 

or detailed costing. This plan 
would not be a basis for a 
commercial investment or loan.
David Gracie, Moira Gracie, 
by email.

Follow us on 

facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Heritage and 
culture support 
must continue
Sir,
I agree with George Doyle that 
in times of austerity it is impor-
tant to trim the fat from luxury 
projects and focus on well-being 
and economics of communities, 
and for that reason it is vital we 
continue to support heritage and 
culture.

It is curious some people still 
continue to regard these as a 
luxury, when decades of studies 
and economic impact assess-
ments have conclusively shown 
they pour millions into the 
economy through tourism and 
that communities which value 
their heritage always perform 
better than those that don’t.

Aside from the statistics, there 
is a deeper issue here. 

Heritage is about our ancestors 
and understanding our place in 
the world; art is how humans 
express it. 

This is no sophisticated human 
‘bolt-on’, but a powerful part 
of our DNA. You only have to 
threaten it to see what people do: 
in short, they are prepared to die 
to preserve it. Look at China in 
the Cultural Revolution, Russia, 
Australian Aboriginals, native 
Americans – need I go on? 

When times are tough, people 
and communities dig into places 
of safety and it is not accidental 

museums have rocketed during 
this recession. If you are teeter-
ing you seek solid ground and 
knowing who we are and where 
we come from is the most solid 
ground of all.

Therefore you cannot dismiss 
cultural heritage as a luxury. 
Supporting it is not always 

about money: what Councillor 
Louise Glen-Lee asks is that 
community planning recognises 
its existence, values the extraor-
dinary voluntary effort Argyll 
communities already invest in it 
and looks ahead to a time when 
it can receive the investment it 
deserves. 

I put ‘Oban Winter Festival’ 
into Google and turned up 
21,000 results from local press 
releases to worldwide destination 
websites. From memory they got 
modest grant aid and generated 
around £1million for local busi-
nesses that week. That’s a lot of 
heat, light and local jobs, as well 
as a lot of moral-boosting fun for 
a small town in the middle of a 
recession. 

Heritage, arts, events and 
festivals bring communities 
together and make them happier 
and stronger. I applaud Argyll 
and Bute Council and Oban 
BIDS for supporting the last 
two and am delighted they are 
increasingly behind the rest of 
the package.
Catherine Gillies, chairwom-
an, Argyll and Bute Museums 
and Heritage Forum.

Oban CCTV
Sir
I am concerned about the opera-
tion of the CCTV camera above 
the bus stop outside Tesco in 
Oban. 

It seems lately to have become 
obsessed with the entrance to 
the supermarket itself and never 
seems to be pointing in any other 
direction. Are we, the taxpayers, 
paying for the security of a 
multi-million pound supermar-
ket company? I’m dismayed 

place, let alone allowing them to 
police and record activity at the 
entrance to Tesco.     
Colin Martin, Oban.

Council cuts - how much is too much?
HAVE we become so used to living in times of austerity that we 
automatically accept less spending and more saving?

Ahead of Argyll and Bute Council’s budget meeting on Febru-
ary 14, billed by opposition councillors as the ‘Valentine’s Day 
massacre’, around 430 council employees face losing their jobs.

Considering this year’s budget proposal, it seems savings 
across council departments have not trimmed down to the bone, 
so much as hacking bits of bone away.

It did not come as a surprise to anyone that the 2013/14 budget 
would be a miserly one - opposition councillor Ellen Morton ad-
mitted she didn’t expect a budget that ‘handed out sweets and ice 
cream’ - but the scale of cuts surprised even the most cynical.

How much can the council save without offering a service not 
worth paying for? That is the million dollar question.
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Mull and Iona businesses 
go to the polls, in vote to 

With ballot papers 
for the Mull and Iona 

today, the islands’ business 
community has a once 
in a generation chance to 

in the UK, which would 
pump a minimum £655,000 
into improving the local 
economy, is now just weeks 

However the decision over 
whether or not the scheme 
goes ahead is entirely in 
the hands of the businesses 

A yes vote would see each 
business involved paying 
a modest but compulsory 
annual investment levy 
towards a range of projects 
to improve the island 

Oban Times reporter, 
Faith Orr quizzed, Neil 

What stage are you at?  
All rateable businesses 
who are eligible to vote 
should receive their voting 

papers include a copy of 

which has been updated 
following a comprehensive 
consultation with hundreds 

then have until 5pm on 
21st March to return their 
ballot paper in the envelope 

should anyone vote Yes?   

developing our islands 

and Retail is where 90% 
of our rateable businesses 
are, and the islands wider 
economy is closely tied 

properly funded and sets 
out projects which will help 

our way out of economic 
downturn and to stay ahead 

work together, pool our 
expertise and resources, we 
can do things no individual 

will let us make a bigger 

Who can vote? 
We spent a great deal of 

time consulting on this 
and working out how to 

followed best practice 

taken our unique rural and 

Making it fair has also 

Some premises, including 
community resources like 
village halls, schools and 
emergency services are 

are given a discount of 50% 

be contacting exempted 
businesses individually to 

What feedback have you 
had so far?  

There have been some 
very probing questions, 

Inevitably some people 
are suspicious of a new 

people don’t like putting 
their hands in their pockets 

are now popping up all 

Iona, the steering group is 
made up of members of the 
business community from 
all over the islands, and a 
lot of work has gone into 
developing a plan which 

Some misunderstandings 
naturally arise, some 
haven’t read the plan, or 

Some people who were 

but looked into it further 
and have decided it’s worth 

best to contact everyone to 
make sure they know what 
they’re voting on and urge 
everyone who’s not sure to 
contact one of the steering 

Oh and yes, there have 
been many very positive 
comments too!

have?  
We’ve been talking to 

people for over a year 
and believe we have very 
widespread support from 

this stage is that everyone 
understands what the vote 
is about, and to make sure 
they return their ballot 

Your Business, Your Islands, Your Vote

Vote ‘Yes’for 
Mull & Iona Business Improvement District

Received your ballot paper and not sure what to do?  

Visit the website...
www.mi-bid.co.uk  where you can also follow the links to Facebook and 

Drop us an email...

Vote to create first all-island BID

Alex Penman from Craignure 
Inn signs up for MI BID’s 

‘yes’ campaign.

OT

William shinty player’s neck with 
a broken bottle during a drunken 
melee near Fort William High 

Ian Ward’s callous early 
morning assault left Alex 

scar after the incident, which 

Ward, 22, who was working 
in Fort William, was caught 
up in a disturbance on July 29, 
2011 between a group of locals 

told Fort William Sheriff Court 

Good behaviour 
order completed
A CAOL man who admitted 
struggling violently with 

a Christmas work night out 
in Fort William has been 

Glenkingie Street, was out with 
workmates when the incident 
occurred at a taxi rank on 
Fort William High Street on 

Gillespie previously pled 
guilty to resisting, obstructing, 
molesting and hindering the 

and repeatedly lashing out with 

ordered to be of good behaviour 

cal Alison Wylie said Gillespie 
had not been in any trouble with 

Corran Inn to 
re-open after 
refurbishment

changing hands for the third 

The Corran Inn has been 
bought by local business couple 
John and Lia Man, who are 
undertaking an ‘extensive 

building before a planned 

Mr Man told The Oban 
Times

standard with all the mod cons 

‘We are currently in 
negotiation with a number 
of local restauranteurs who 
have expressed an interest in 
operating the bar, bistro and 

for the lease will soon be 

The hotel, on the Corran Ferry 
access road off the A82, closed 

ARISAIG residents are rallying together to raise 
more than £20,000 for repairs to a stained glass 
window in a local church which dates back to 

RC Church has been boarded up and scaffolding 
erected outside to prevent further damage after 
stonework around the glass was found to be crum

The 
Oban Times a number of small fundraising events 
are being planned for the summer and money 
raised at the annual ceilidh after the Road to the 
Isles Agricultural Show in June will go to the 

Some local parents are planning a sponsored 
swim across Arisaig bay to raise funds, and a 
group of teenagers have also set up a Facebook 

damage is to the sandstone on the outside of the 

‘We had stonemasons out to have a look at it and 

to prevent any pieces of stone falling and maybe 

important place for them or their family, even peo

church is very important, not just for the Catholics 

A round window at the top – featuring eight this

The three tall windows below were donated by 

Award-winner 
visits Fort William
playwright and performer Alan 

evening for an evening of chat, 

The event, funded by Highlife 
Highland and The Scottish 

William’s plans to develop the 
library as a venue, runs from 

High School pupil cooked up a 
storm when he won the Rotary 

West of Scotland competition in 

Up against seven other 
local winners in the region, 16 

after impressing the judges with 
menu planning, costing, healthy 
choice, tidiness, presentation of 
table and, of course, food taste 

goes forward to represent the 
Rotary Club of Lochaber at the 

The talented youngster, 
who won the Lochaber heat at 
West Highland College in Fort 
William last month, is backed 

from Glenborrodale Castle and 

School administrator Trish 

every success for the next round 

Burns Supper 
haggis mix up
MUCK residents and visitors 
were left with a smaller than 

The pudding was ordered 
from a butcher in Mallaig but 

Fortunately one villager had 
a small haggis in their freezer 
which was cooked and used for 

at the supper, organised by the 
local primary school’s parent 

Planning
milestone
by Highland Council planners 
to help developers tailor their 
plans reached the 100 mark 

advice service for major 
developments helps streamline 

is given on transport arrange
ments, design, sustainability 

At risk: the beautiful stained glass window at St Mary’s in Arisaig is boarded up and protected by 
scaffolding to prevent it falling out. 

how Ward walked from High 
Street to Ainslie Lane with 
the Glaswegians where he was 

others followed them and Ward 
lashed out, smashing the bottle 

bottle, knocking him to the 
ground before stabbing him in 

terms of Fort William, this was 
the largest scale disturbance that 

said Ward had already spent 
eight weeks in prison on remand 

‘He felt they were coming into 

‘He was punched, he was kicked 

become involved and you took 
possession of a bottle, which is 

‘Normally there would be 
a sentence of imprisonment 
for offences such as this, but 

I have to take into account 
the circumstances and the 
fact you have already served 
the equivalent of a 16 week 

Ward, of 68 Mosshead Road, 

but his guilty plea on the day of 
the trial to a lesser charge was 

Ward, who admitted assaulting 

his severe injury, was told to 
perform 300 hours unpaid work 

after bottle attack 

Top chef: Calum receives his award after winning the West of 
Scotland district final at East Kilbride. 

Calum’s 
recipe for 
success

Follow us on 

facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Arisaig residents rally round to 
raise stained glass repair funds
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Ballet West add date 
          following rave reviews

Lochaline Stores
Nothing can be hidden from Lochaline Stores,
Supposing the Grocers has eyes and ears:
Not an addiction to scratch cards or whisky,
Not a partiality to a bottle of Chianti.
Not a dickey heart, not an icky stomach,
Not a forty-day habit, not a weakness for crumpets,
Not a feverish love of the Guardian newspaper,
Not you dashing in for sparkling Alka-Seltzer.

Not you turning back from margarine to butter
Not a stain on your laundry -coffee, wine? –

Not your lucky dip lottery every Saturday,
Not you, stood there in a quandary
At the sorry not this time, sotto voce.
Not the tenner on Diesel, not the Wagon Wheels.
Not your broken heart, not your love of Kiel,
Not your last minute rush on a Sunday,
Nor your good intention to visit Iona, one day.
Not your empty Calor Gas canister,
Not your words to the good Minister.
Not your face when you’re low on fuel,

Not your gin, not your tonic, your wee brandy.
Not you when you’re pale, when you’re pealie wally,
When the Mull last ferry has left the jetty.
When you’re out of sorts, you can depend on
Lochaline Stores to ken your innermost thoughts.
Don’t underestimate the empathetic store:
Not only retail therapy for the terminally bored
And the terribly lonely (if a wee bit pricey) but deep analysis
For those shopping sends into paralysis.
The ones who came for a bunch of fresh parsley,
And a tin of Ambrosia creamed rice.
Or the ones who weren’t sure really
What they wanted (something nice!)
who say, when just through the door,
Not sure what I came in for …
When what they wanted was something more:
Not a commodity, not a material thing,
Not even a loan of a movie - a little bit racy,

Not even the bag of kindling: but a kind word
A warm- hearted blether in wintery weather.
A small bit talk for the short days, long nights.

And then it’s the windy drive back,
through the stoically, proud pines,
Over the uncertain cattle grid,
Past the empty passing places,
Where you missed your chances,
Avoiding the deer, the sheep, the stags,
the odd romances. And it’s round
the bend, now, and into the dark.
See the next Ardtornish Quintet poem in next week’s Oban Times.

Jackie Kay found inspiration in Morvern as Scottish Book Trust writer-in-residence at Ardtornish

AWARD-winning Scottish author and 
poet Jackie Kay has just completed a 
month long residency at Ardtornish Writ-
ers Retreat near Lochaline, as the Scottish 
Book Trust’s writer-in-residence. 

During her time at Rose Cottage on 
the estate, inspired by the warmth of 
Morvern’s people and the beauty 
of its landcapes, Ms Kay wrote a 

series of poems called The Ardtornish 
Quintet. Before they are published as 
part of her next collection, she gave 
her exclusive permission for The Oban 
Times to share them with our readers.

Ms Kay said of her close bond with 
Morvern: ‘Every time I return to 
the area it is like returning to see a 
lover. I liked the local people’s quiet 

Highland reserve – but that opened out 
later.

‘I also enjoyed meeting a range of 
characters – you can bump into an 
architect one minute and somebody 

Here, the poet gives her take on how 
Lochaline’s village shop is a lot more 
than simply a place to buy provisions!

Scottish author and poet finds 
Morvern retreat inspirational

The Ardtornish Quintet - exclusively in The Oban Times

THERE WAS a good turnout for the 
opening night of the New Year at the 
Inveraray and District Accordion and 
Fiddle Club in the Argyll Hotel last 
month.

Supporting players were - Fyne 
Folk, with Sally Hall, Alex John Ma-

Nick MacFarlane and Iain Macaskill 
on accordion and Agnes Liddell on 
keyboard; also on accordion, Willie 
Buchanan and Iain Macaskill playing 
solo; Sandy MacDonald on drums; 
Jimmy MacDonald on keyboard; 
Jake and Agnes on ‘moothie’ and 
keyboard.  

All their varied selections were 
much enjoyed.

Guests 
Guest artistes were the Ross 

MacPherson Trio – with Ross on 

and Donald John Campbell, all the 
way from Portree, on drums.  

They were in cracking form and 
delighted the audience with many 
of the well known, favourite tunes, 
including a tribute to the late Duncan 
MacKay of Inveraray, a good friend 
and fellow musician for many years.  

Co came back on to entertain for the 
whole of the second half, including 

All too soon it was time for the last 
set but the audience demanded an 
encore and a lively set of jigs brought 
a great evening to a close.

Chairman, Niall Iain MacLean, 
thanked all the players for a superb 
night and the club now looks forward 
to the welcome return of Dochie 
MacCallum and his Scottish Dance 
Band next week.

Ross MacPherson Trio 
entertain at Inveraray

The Ross MacPherson Trio – Ross on accordion, Calum MacPhail on fiddle 
and Donald John Campbell, Portree, on drums played at Inveraray

THE SCOTTISH Community Drama 
Association (South West Ross District) 
adult festival takes place in Plockton 
High School on February 15 and 16. 

Adjudicator Nat Little will assess 
-

teur dramatic societies over the two 
evenings.

Friday: Hero by Michael Lynch 
- Lochcarron West; Doggies by Jean 
McConnell - Plockton North.

Saturday: Late Entry by Davis 
Tristram - Plockton South; Pity 
About Kitty  - Lochcarron East; 
Day Trippers by Jean McConnell 
- Lochcarron North. 

On both evenings the curtain up is 
7.30 prompt. Tickets priced £7/£3 are 

available from Kyle Pharmacy and 
Plockton Stores. 

Meanwhile, the SCDA Youth 
Drama Festival is being held at the 
same venue on March 4 and 5, with 
adjudicator Russell Boyce judging 
four plays.

Monday - Macbeth by Geoff 
Bamber – Kyleakin Primary School; 
Homework eats Dogs and other Woe-
ful Tales by Alan Haehnel – Plockton 
High School.

Tuesday: A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream in modern English (adapted 
by Sue Russell) – Auchtertyre Pri-
mary School; Kids in Tights by Bill 
Sitivier – Poolewe Primary School. 
Curtain up 7pm. Tickets £4.00/£2.00 

Two evenings of drama at 
Plockton High School

AN EXTRA date of Ballet West’s 
The Nutcracker is to be added 
at Oban’s Corran Halls for 
schoolchildren, following rave 
reviews of the production.
The Taynuilt-based company 
started its Scottish tour in 
Oban on January 25 and 26, 
before moving onto Stirling 
last week and Dunfermline to-

day (Thursday) ahead of trips 
to seven more towns.
The 60-strong company is led 
by principal dancers Jonathan 
Barton, as the Prince, and Sara-
Maria Smith, as the Sugar Plum 

production the brother and sis-
ter danced in together and was 
last performed during Ballet 
West’s tour of China in 2011.  
Ballet West principal Gillian Bar-
ton said: ‘The production has 
been incredibly well received, 
especially in Oban, where we 
had a tremendous reception.
‘The comments following that 
show were fantastic.
‘I think the company has come 

performed The Nutcracker. 
Since then out reputation has 
become international and we 
have great interest from other 
countries to take our produc-

tions overseas.
‘But in the Scottish venues, a 
lot of our ballets sell out.’
Buoyed by the enthusiasm for 
The Nutcracker, Gillian said 
the school now plans to bring 
it back to the Corran Halls for 
schoolchildren.
It is a really fun ballet to do 
for children and we want to try 
and inspire them through 
dancing.’
Both Jonathan and Sara-
Maria are winners of 
Genée International Ballet 
Competition medals and 
have danced with leading 
dance companies across 
UK and abroad.
They will be joined in The 
Nutcracker by guest artists 
and students from Ballet 
West’s professional dance 
training school, including 
15-year-old Isabella Swi-

etlicki, last year’s winner of the 
Molly Lake award for the Best 
Young British Dancer. 
The original choreography is 
by Alexander Bennett, adapted 
by Daniel Job, Ballet West’s ar-
tistic adviser. Daniel has been 
working as Guest Ballet Master 
at Ballet West since September 
2011.
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Application Form
Name. .............................................................................................................................
Address. .........................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................
Email ..............................................................................................................................

Adult (£12) Child (£8) Pass (tick box selection)
FURTHER PASSES

Name. .............................................................................................................................

Adult (£12) Child (£8) Pass (tick box selection)
Name..............................................................................................................................

Adult (£12) Child (£8) Pass (tick box selection)
Name..............................................................................................................................

Adult (£12) Child (£8) Pass (tick box selection)

2013 APPLICATION FORM

Every Scottish Sea Life Sanctuary visit is a fascinating 
journey beneath the waves. Now you can see it all when you 
claim your 12 month local residents Sea Life Annual Pass.

Claim your pass, using the Oban Times’ application form, 
and pay just £12 instead of £36. A child’s annual pass will 
cost just £8 instead of £24. Children under three go free 
of charge. Your annual pass will entitle you to 12 months 
unlimited entry to The Scottish Sea Life Sanctuary, 20% 
discount in the Sea Life Sanctuary gift shops, 20% off hot 
drinks at the centre, a half price guide book and entry to 
our special events including our Easter Eggstravaganza and 
Winter Wonderland fun day to name a few.

To claim this offer, complete the below application form and, 
along with an up to date passport sized photograph, take it 
along to the Scottish Sea Life Sanctuary, Oban, at any time in 
February 2013. You can also post your application, complete 
with a stamped self addresssed envelope, photo and a 
cheque for the appropriate amount, made payable to Merlin 
Entertainments, to Scottish Sea Life Sanctuary, Barcaldine, 
Oban, Argyll, PA37 1SE, or bring you application form to 
Tesco, Oban (by the entrance), on the 9th or 10th February.

Adult
£12

children
£8 Annual pass reader offer

Duais Dhòmhnaill Meek
2013

Farpais airson Sgrìobhadh Ùr

Airson tuilleadh fiosrachaidh, faic

www.gaelicbooks.org

Fort William Accordion and Fiddle Club enjoyed their annual dinner dance at the 
Railway Social Club in Inverlochy on Saturday.  Local musicians provided the entertain-

ment on the night, including Dougie and Deirdre Beck, and Mod winner Hannah MacRae 

Lisa Ueda, pictured, demonstrated her virtuoso mastery of the violin when she 
performed for Oban Music Society with fellow Tunnell Trust Scholarship winner and 
talented pianist Daniele Rinaldo. To a packed St John’s Cathedral on Sunday, the duo 
played works by Brahms, Prokoviev, De Falla and Beethoven, showing urgency and 

delicacy in equal measure to enrapture the audience. t06musicsociety2

THE HEALING properties of herbs, as 
well as their uses in the kitchen, was the 
focus of a fascinating talk in Fort William 
last Wednesday night.

-
han, from Lochaline, gave an overview of 
the history of herbal medicine in different 
cultures, including the Highlands, and how 
it has evolved over the centuries.

-
tion involves - taking a detailed case his-
tory, looking at the whole person, their past 
medical history, family history, diet and 
lifestyle, and possibly clinical examina-
tion. 

Different treatments - internal/external 
applications, dried versus fresh herb and 
how herbs can support orthodox treatment 
and other therapies were discussed, before 

treated with herbal medicine.

the West Highlands, have their uses too said 

in cooking.

preserving and kitchen remedies – but 

is essential!
Around 20 people turned out for the event 

some tasty herbal teas at the interval.

positive with the desire for more events of a 
similar type. 

the summer and herbal medicine making 
courses too.’ 

William.

Herbalist Clare Holohan before her talk in Fort William on the medicinal and culinary 
value of herbs 20_f06clare01

herbal medicine in the Highlands

• Gangster Squad 
(15)
Brooklyn-born mob king Mickey 
Cohen (Sean Penn) runs the 
show in this town, reaping the 
ill-gotten gains from the drugs, 
the guns, the prostitutes and - if 
he has his way - every wire bet 
placed west of Chicago. And he 
does it all with the protection of 
not only his own paid goons, but 
also the police and the politicians 
who are under his control. It ’s 
enough to intimidate even the 
bravest, street-hardened cop...
except, perhaps, for the small, 
secret crew of LAPD outsiders 
led by Sgt. John O’Mara (Josh 
Brolin) and Jerry Wooters (Ryan 
Gosling), who come together to 
try to tear Cohen’s world apart.

• The Oranges (15)
The enduring friendship between 
the Walling and Ostroff families 
is tested when Nina, the prodigal 
Ostroff daughter, returns home 
for the holidays after a five-year 
absence and enters into an affair 
with David, head of the Walling 
family.

• Life of Pi (PG)
Based on the best-selling novel 
by Yann Martel, is a magical 
adventure story centering on Pi 
Patel, the precocious son of a zoo 
keeper. Dwellers in Pondicherry, 
India, the family decides to move to 
Canada, hitching a ride on a huge 
freighter. After a shipwreck, Pi finds 
himself adrift in the Pacific Ocean 
on a 26-foot lifeboat with a zebra, 

a hyena, an orangutan and a 450-
pound Bengal tiger named Richard 
Parker, all fighting for survival.

• Les Misérables 
(12A)
Set against the backdrop of 19th-
century France, Les Misérables 
tells an enthralling story of broken 
dreams and unrequited love, 
passion, sacrifice and redemption - 
a timeless testament to the survival 
of the human spirit. Jackman 
plays ex-prisoner Jean Valjean, 
hunted for decades by the ruthless 
policeman Javert (Crowe) after 
he breaks parole. When Valjean 
agrees to care for factory worker 
Fantine’s (Hathaway) young 
daughter, Cosette, their lives 
change forever. 
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Lorn Community Learning Centre, Willowview, Lower Soroba, Oban PA34 4SB
• Computing Classes from Beginners Computing to Digital Photography.
• Computing for Employment/ help with CV’s 
• Mediterranean Cooking
• Jewellery Making
• English for Speakers of Other Languages
• Driving Theory Practice Sessions (17 – 25 years)
• Hands On Art Classes   
Please call 01631 567979 or 01631 567974 for further information or to enrol for a class
Email patricia.slater@argyll-bute.gov.uk or laura.cumming@argyll-bute.gov.uk
Urgently required: If you could spare an hour or so a week, we are seeking volunteer 
tutors to help adults with their basic reading, writing and numbers skills. Full training, 
beginning mid-February provided.
For more information and an informal chat, please call Brian Marden on 01631 567952 or email brian.marden@argyll-bute.gov.uk

Daniel O’Donnell in Concert
Derry “2013 City of Culture”

21st August 2013  3nts/4days
Coach / Ferry

3nts Dinner/Bed/Breakfast
3star Ramada Da Vinci Hotel.

 Tel. 01698 760272

£269.00pp

sharing

Failte Travel 
Tel 01698 760272

Check out our 
other tours 

www.failtetravel.com

ROYAL  NATIONAL  MOD
OBAN 2015

What is a Mod?
If you’re not sure, we’ll tell you 

at the next Meeting of the Local 
Organising Committee

on Wednesday, 20th February
in the Pipe Band Hall

at 7.30 p.m.
The LOC  meeting will answer your questions and 

show ways in which you can help.
Gaelic and non-Gaelic speakers welcome

WE  NEED  YOU
Hope you can join us

A Soup Lunch
in aid of

Oban Pipe Band
will be held in

Oban Pipe Band Hall
Shore Street

SATURDAY 9th 
FEBRUARY

From 12 noon – 2.00pm
Admission: £3.00

Valentines 
Ceilidh Dance

Trail West 
Saturday 16th February,

Oban Distillery, 8pm – 1am
Tickets £8

Available at Guise 
Clothing and 

Oban Distillery Shop.
Hot snacks on sale.

Inveraray & District
Accordion & Fiddle Club

 Argyll Hotel, Inveraray
Wednesday 13th February

at 8.00pm
Guest Artistes
From Drymen

Dochie MacCallum
& his SDB

Supporting players most welcome

Meur Lochabair
ANNUAL SKYE CEILIDH

West End Hotel, Fort William
Saturday, February 16th 

at 7.30pm
Catriona Fair, Kenna 

Campbell, Maggie MacDonald
Callum Ross, Seamas 

Campbell
Fear an Taighe: Alan Campbell

Music: Robert Nairn Ceilidh Band
Admission £10
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Donald Rankin
Tigh An Oisean, Bridge Road,

Portree, Isle of Skye
Prepare accounts for sole traders and partnerships, 

charities, income and corporation tax, VAT and payroll.
Enquiries welcomed from: 

LEWIS; HARRIS; THE UISTS; 
SKYE AND THE WEST HIGHLANDS

Tel: 01478 612942

NHBC REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDER

John MacKinnon
Joiners & Building Contractors
• Windows • Doors • Conservatories

• Car & Light Van Body Repairs
• Insurance and Private Work

Tel: 01631 569441
Quarry Road, Oban, PA34 4DP

Call Us Now For A Quote
Tel: 01631 710334   or  01631 710851
Mob: 07796390411 or  07730654693

WEST COAST BUILDERS
All types Of Building Work Undertaken
GROUNDWORKS • BUILDING • ALL TYPES OF JOINERY

STORM DAMAGE & INSURANCE WORK
STOVES SUPPLIED & FITTED • SLATES PUT BACK FROM £40

BLOCKED DRAIN?
Cleaned and Cleared – Fast

Call 24/7 - 
Also drain repairs and surveys
Your No 1 for drainage in Argyll

ENVIRONMENTAL LTD

DAVID MACDONALD
Roofing and roughcasting

No obligation quotes Covers West Coast & Islands

Phone: 01397772146  Mobile: 07990720313
Email: davgormac@aol.com      www.davidmacdonaldroofing.co.uk

Oban Railway Station

Opening Hours Mon-Sat 07.15 - 18.00, Sunday 10.45 - 18.00
Newspapers, Magazines, Sandwiches, Hot Beverages, Soft Drinks, Confection-

ery & Tobacco. Also available microwavable Bacon and Cheese Muffins
Tel: 01631 565451

For more information on Train Times and a direct train through to Edinburgh 
please visit www.NationalRail.co.uk

NEWSAGENTS

Opening on 
Sundays from 

31st March to 27th 
October 2013

• Local, friendly business
• Over 40 years’ experience
• Experienced and professional approach
• Cover Dunoon and surrounding areas

• Competitive rates
• Free estimates and advice
• All work guaranteed
• Provide references upon request

Contact Andy on 01369 705 467 or 07899 792 938   Email:  andy.mcnaughton@btinternet.com
26 Clyde Street, Kirn, Dunoon, Argyll and Bute, PA23 8DX   www.mcnaughtonfencing.co.uk

Choose fencing and dyking 
specialists that you can trust

For all your Hyrdaulic and 
Pneumatic Equipment

Plus Pneumatics and industrial accessories
For all enquiries call Andrew on 01680 812316 or 07796501321

Email: sales@argyllindustrialsupplies.co.uk
www.argyllindustrialsupplies.co.uk

CAMERON AUTO REPAIRS
I N V E R A R A Y

01499 302995
enquiries@cameronautorepairs.co.uk

All types of bodywork and paint 
spraying on cars, vans, plant and 
commercial vehicles of all sizes

DUNCAN HUNTER
Joiner and General Maintenance

Unit 10, Kilmory Industrial 
Estate, Lochgilphead

Tel: 01546 606062
Mob: 07810 510884

Fyne PreservesFyne Preserves

contact sheila@fynepreserves.com.

Range of diabetic conserves and chutneys and 
unique marmalades handmade in Argyll.

Ingredients are sourced locally where possible.
No additives and gluten free. No minimum order. Now taking telephone orders.

MacCOLL BROTHERS 
CONTRACTS

Driveways / Slabbing / Concreting / 
Tarmacadam and Fencing

PLANT HIRE
26 Ton Beavertail For Hire
THERE IS NO JOB TOO SMALL OR TOO BIG

or Mobile 07885 177717 / 07715 493083

Joiners, Roofing & Roughcasting, Builders, Plumbers, Electricians

We look forward to BUILDING QUALITY TOGETHER

Tel 01586 552724  Fax 01586 554794
Email  info@mckinvenandcolville.com

www.mckinvenand colville.com

BUILDING 
CONTRACTORS

NEW SERVICE

PRIVATE HIRE

North Kintyre
Local and long distance

Competitive rates
For great deals & service 

all year round.
Professional service guaranteed.

01880 730369
enquiries@pepcars.co.uk

To advertise in the 
Oban Times call our 

Advertising department 
on 01631 568000

1st Choice Roofing & Building 
Maintenance Ltd

Slating

Tiling

Chimney Work
Roughcasting

Leadwork

Cement Work

Free Estimates and Advice Distance No Object!

Tel: 01887 858610   Mob: 07871 861235

Flat Roofs Repaired 
or Replaced 

General Building 
Repairs and 
Maintenance

Insurance Work and 
Storm Damage

Guttering Repaired 
or Replaced

Velux Windows 
Supplied
and Fitted

Moss Removal on 
Roof and Garages
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Keen to 
be Green

FROM February 11 to 17 green groups are 
joining forces to hold a week of events to 
raise awareness of the simple yet important 
changes that we can all make to reduce our 
carbon footprint and tackle climate change. 
People and Planet groups will team up with 

university and college staff and student unions 
to deliver a simple yet powerful message: ‘The 
future’s ours, let’s make it greener.’
Go Green Week is People and Planet’s annual 
national week of action on climate change in 
hundreds of schools, colleges and universities. 
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3sun has developed an 
electronic 3D visually 
based inspection 
system for managing 
legislative compliance 
on wind turbines, which 
improves safety and 
reduces cost.
www.3sungroup.co.uk
Tel: 01631 565980 

•         Inspection                                

•         On-site Testing

•         Installation

•         Service

•         Hydraulics

•         Fabrication

•         Technicians

•         Supervisors

•         Electrical

•         Maintenance

•         Design

•         Bolting

The expertise behind servicing the 
world’s energy industry

Part of the

CRANNICH 
WOODFUEL

Crannich Farm Aros Isle of 
Mull Argyll PA72 6JP

Tel. 01680 300495  
Email. info@crannich.co.uk

Contact Robin Sedgwick

Supplier of woodchip 
for woodfuel boilers

Generate your own energy
When you generate your own energy, you don’t just save 
money by not having to buy that energy - you can also get 
paid for the energy you produce.

Instead of buying all your energy from suppliers, many 
people are now installing renewable technology to generate 
their own - and in some cases, selling the surplus back to 

Installing renewable or low-carbon technology can be as 
simple as other home improvements.

Make your home 

property

Narrow the 

Work out what 

Learn how to 
make the 

Make your home 

ZERO WASTE SCOTLAND and THE GRAB TRUST
are working together to promote a community based 
partnership of volunteers to help make Scotland a zero waste 
society and to encourage sustainable waste management, recycling and 
wider environmental issues. This can be done through education and 
also encouraging community groups to get together to have fun and 
learn skills in the good old fashioned recycling of all materials just like our 
grandparents.
In setting up this venture of donations for and from the community it 

NO ONE is excluded.
EVERYONE has skills whether practical, organisational or a hobby to pass 

It is open to all and will integrate the entire community and allow it to 
thrive in this recession so NO-ONE sits alone with worries and we all have 
worries, bills, heating and families and these groups can bring kindred 
spirits together in friendship and succour
THE GRAB TRUST are helping to GRAB up these lost chords and unite the 
spirit of the community and ZERO WASTE SCOTLAND is EMPOWERING 
people to be caring about this beautiful planet so that zero waste comes 
to mean not only materials but also the endeavour of human spirit at its 
best.

For more information, contact Geraldine Sinclair on 01369 708515
Geraldine.Sinclair@argyll-bute.gov.uk

www.grab.org.uk   www.zerowastescotland.org.uk

Phoebe Cullingworth, Go Green Week coordinator, said: 
‘Go Green Week brings students and staff together at 
universities, colleges and schools across the UK, raising 
awareness of the urgent issue of climate change in an 
exciting way. 

‘The range of creative events and activities put on by 
students aiming to engage their peers is testament to the 
determination of young people to tackle the environmen-
tal crisis facing them. 

‘By demonstrating their own personal motivation to make 
a change, students are calling for the education sector to 
respond with the same urgency and to lead on a transition 
away from a fossil-fuels to a greener future.’

Over 150 universities have signed up so far this year to run 
creative and practical activities that promote sustainable 
living such as swap shops, Big Green Bake-Off events and 
University Climate Challenge quizzes.

At Glasgow University students are setting up a text ques-
tion and answer service for climate change questions, 
and at the University of West Scotland staff and students 
are collaborating on a low-carbon feast with local and 
sustainable food on offer. 

This year universities, schools and colleges across the 
country will be competing to see who can raise awareness 
in the most creative way and collect the most climate 
pledges from staff and students. 
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EVANCE R9000 TURBINE

www.evancewind.com

Using the DoNation website, which replaces sponsorship 
cash with action, students and staff will be asked to make 
simple commitments to go green for the next two months. 
Rob Abrams, a member of People and Planet currently at 
university, said: ‘Go Green Week is such a highlight in the 
year because even though it is just a week, it helps students 
to put environmental issues at the top of the list of concerns 
on campuses all around the UK. 

‘Every year, universities and student unions are amazed 
by the capacity to organise and spread awareness that 
students in the People and Planet network have. Go Green 
Week puts to rest any claims that students don’t care about 
the environment.’

DoNation hopes to inspire people to start living more sustain-
ably. There are simple green actions that you can pledge to 
make to save carbon during Go Green Week.

Further information about Go Green Week can be found at 
peopleandplanet.org/gogreenweek.
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West Coast property service

•

Guide price: £125,000

West Coast
property service

Making your holiday home work
harder for you...

REGISTER
YOUR PROPERTY

WITH US & ENJOY 
A SUPPORTIVE 
PARTNERSHIP

97% OF OUR 

GUESTS WILL 

BOOK WITH

US AGAIN!

STAR 
QUALITY

All properties are quality 
inspected and graded

FREE of charge to 
VisitEngland standards

Call now for more information 0845 268 0555
or visit www.letmycottage.com

1. We’re the UK’s largest holiday letting agency
2. Access to a database of around 8m UK households
3. Personal support from a specialist Regional Manager

AGM

The annual stock judging will be held on Friday 15th February at 
7.30pm at Dalmally Auction Mart (by kind permission of United Auctions).

FARMING

Harbro Country Stores 
Annat, Corpach Tel 01397 772434 (Mon-Fri 9am- 5pm / Sat 9am - 12pm)

Site 14, Kilmory Ind. Est., Lochgilphead Tel 01546 603804 (Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm)
www.harbrocountrystores.co.ukHarbro Country Store, 33 Steven Road, Huntly Tel 01466 793405

Monday-Friday 8.30am-5.00pm / Saturday 9am-12pm
www.harbrocountrystores.co.uk

COMPLETE DOG FOOD

For life on the go...
 Woofers is formulated to meet the nutritional requirements of 
working and active dogs. 

Tasty beef and salmon
      Crunchy cereal chunks 
      Linseed oil for a healthy glossy coat
      Fortified with vitamins and minerals 

        Essential nutrients for peak fitness and health

Harbro Country Stores 
Annat, Corpach Tel 01397 772434 (Mon-Fri 9am- 5pm / Sat 9am - 12pm)

Site 14, Kilmory Ind. Est., Lochgilphead Tel 01546 603804 (Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm)
www.harbrocountrystores.co.uk

* Promotion runs from 14th Jan until 28th Feb 2013. Offer subject to availability.  

Special Offer 

Plus prize draw and free 
samples in store *

£9.95
15kg bag

THE LOCHABER Shepherds’ annual 
stockjudging competition at Loch-
aber Rural Complex on Friday night 
proved to be another success with 80 
competitors of all ages taking part.

The open competition was won by 
Colin Cameron, Glenborrodale, who 
was also awarded the cup for highest 
placed local.  

Robin McGregor of Whitebridge 
won the tup lamb competition, while 
Euan Cameron and Angus Webster 
from Kinloch Rannoch came top in 
the team competition.
Results:
Open Competition – 

1 Colin Cameron, 365 points; 2 
Robert Langan, 357 points; 3 Paolo 
Berardelli, 354 points; 4 Euan Cam-
eron, 349 points; 5 Robbie Campbell, 
338 points. 
Ladies Competition – 
1 Sybil MacPherson, 325 points.
Children’s Competition – 
1 Ben Fulford, 321 points; 2 = Megan 
Campbell, Fergus Berardelli, 306 
points; 4 Chloe Cameron, 302 points; 
5 Claire MacCallum, 298 points.
Team Competition – 
Euan Cameron, Angus Webster, 
669 points; 2 Colin Cameron, Chey-
enne Cameron, 661 points; 3 Dan 

McLaughlin, George MacPherson, 
646 points.
Highest Placed Local – 
Colin Cameron, 365 points. 
Tup Lamb Competition – 1 Robin 
McGregor; 2 Kenny MacCallum.

Organisers expressed thanks to 
the ladies who provided a delicious 
tea following the competition and 
to everyone who donated prizes for 

presented by Jane Campbell.
 Some £590 was raised for charityon 

the night, to be split between Cross-
roads (Lochaber) and Parkinsons UK 
(Fort William Branch).

The busy ringside at the Lochaber Shepherds’ Annual Stockjudging Competition 
20_f06stock01 

Colin Cameron from Glenbor-
rodale woth both the open and 

highest placed local competitions

Cameron takes title at 
Lochaber stockjudging 
Event raises funds for local charities

DRESSED in their clean, white 
coats, leading well-groomed 
Highland cattle around the show 
ring, the job of a stockman is to 
make showing look easy.

But as the 122nd Highland Cat-
tle Society Spring Show and Sale 
approaches, two exhibitors – one 
experienced and one very new 
to the discipline – have told The 
Oban Times how all the hard work 
is done before an animal even 
leaves the showring.

Speaking ahead of the two-day 
event, which starts on Sunday at 
Oban Livestock Centre, experi-
enced handler and prize-winning 
show man Willie MacLean re-
vealed how he has been preparing 
for months. 

The farm manager at Mot-
tistone Fold on the outskirts of 
Benderloch has three young bulls 
heading to the show and sale but 
has high hopes for one exceptional 
youngster, Eoin Mhor 11th of Mot-
tistone. Eoin Mhor was brought 
out in 2012 as a two year old. 
Over the short showing season he 
managed to claim the champion 
male and reserve overall Highland 
at The Royal Highland Show, one 
of the largest pedigree shows on 
the calendar, and has also won a 

lot more prizes throughout the 
season, including male champion 
at Stirling and Lorn.

Willie said: ‘I have been feeding 
and working on them for months 
and I am happy with the way they 
are turning out.

‘About 99 per cent of the work 
is before the event, so you need 
help and it is a good idea to get 
help with the training because you 
can watch the beasts being walked 
around and they get used to other 
people.

‘The other two bulls have 
needed more work but it depends 
on the animal - some take longer 
than others. 

‘You never know until you 
get there and see what the other 
competition is  - and it depends on 
the judge as well.’

But in order to maintain a reputa-
tion for turning out prizewinning 
stock, Willie has to devote a lot of 
time away from his daily duties on 
the farm.

‘There is a lot of pressure on me 

from last year,’ he said.
‘All you can do is go by how 

the judge sees it and then see 
how well you can do in the sale.

within farming to spend more 
hours with the cattle.’ 

But despite all the extra work, 
Willie admitted he enjoys show 
days. He said: ‘On the day 
you do need help and a more 
experienced person is good but 
it’s also great for young people 
to see and learn by watching and 
handling.’

Compared with the expe-
rienced Argyll stockman, 
11-year-old Donna Mackinnon 
from Lochmaddy, North Uist, is 
a novice.

Although new to the showing 
and prepping of Highland cattle, 
Donna will be showing, selling 
and helping with the Highland-
ers from her family’s fold, 
Druimard. 

Donna is also helping Angus, 
Ena and Michelle MacDonald 
from the Ardbhan Fold also on 
North Uist.  Donna said: ‘We 
took the cattle in at the begin-
ning of December and have been 
working at them and feeding 
them gradually to help handling 
them.

was hard to part with and I was 

sad saying goodbye but I hope 
this time it will be easier with 
four of them.

‘My favourite part of showing 
is getting the cattle dressed up 
and walking them around the 
ring.’

Leaving at 11pm on Thursday 
on the Lochboisdale to Oban 
ferry, Donna will arrive at 6am 
on Friday but the optimistic 
youngster said it was all worth 
it.

She added: ‘I hope we do well 
with all the cattle entered and 
it would be nice to get a few 
prizes.’

Donna MacKinnon will make 
the long journey from North 
Uist, to the Highland Cattle 

Society Show at Oban

Willie MacLean aims for success at the Highland Cattle Society Show 
at Oban this Sunday with the two-year old bull Eoin Mhor 11th

SPECIAL REPORT by 
MHAIRI DEMPSTER

Showmen (and woman) ready for Oban
High standard for Europe’s premier sale of Highland cattle

122nd Highland Cattle Society Spring Show and Sale at Oban this weekend

CALEDONIAN Marts (Stirling) Ltd sold 632 store cattle 
and 18 young bulls at Stirling on Monday when native bred 
cattle proved short of requirements.

Over 100 head of cattle were forward from the Kintyre 
and Knapdale area of Argyll and leading the bullock prices 

sold to £1,110 from David McKendrick, No.5 Tomaig, 
Campbeltown with the highest price per kilo going to 
David Watson, Ardnacross, Peninver at 260p per kg for a 
Charolais.

Once again 27 per cent of the sale going south of the 
Border.

Native bred cattle sold to £1140 for a 550kg Aberdeen 
Angus bullock from Blairgorts, Buchlyvie, while White 
Shorthorn bullocks sold to £950 for a 480kg from No.5 
Tomaig, Campbeltown.

Overall bullocks averaged 219p (+11p) and sold to 287p 
per kg for two 195kg Limousins form Wester Whin, Sla-
mannan and £1,205 for a 600kg Charolais from Shortrigg, 
Slamannan.

Heifers averaged 202p (+4p) and sold to 241p per kg for 
a 170kg Limousin from Keppoch, Kilberry, Tarbert and 
£1,240 for a 680kg Charolais from Auchenstarry, Kilsyth.

Bulls averaged 160p and sold to 222p per kg for a 220kg 
Charolais from Ampherlaw, Carnwath and £1180 for a 
650kg Limousin from Millhole, Luncarty, Perth.

Native breeds in 
demand at Stirling

DINGWALL and Highland Marts sold 1,179 sheep of all 
classes at Dingwall last Wednesday when sheep of all 
classes showed an increase in value on the last sale.

Lambs averaged £39.53 and sold to £67.50 for Texels from 
Woodside, Muir of Ord

Ewes averaged £47.96 and sold to £94 for a Charolais 
from Whitebog, Rosemarkie.

In-lamb ewes sold to £61 for Suffolk crosses from St Cal-
lans Manse, Rogart.

Rams and feeding sheep averaged £53.41 and sold to £102 
for a Charolais from Greenlands, Arabella.

Sheep trade shows rise at Dingwall

Cattle to 266p per kilo at Stirling
UNITED Auctions sold 1,341 store cattle and cast cows, 
plus 561 sheep at Stirling last Wednesday.

Bullocks averaged 210.95p (+3.65p) and sold to 266p per 
kg for a 207kg British Blue cross from Graystale and £1.440 
for a 698kg British Blue cross from Moulin.

Heifers averaged 199.62p (+0.65p) and sold to 237.20p per 
kg for a 292kg Charolais cross from Toward and £1220 for 
a 621kg Charolais cross from Wester Keillour.

West Coast property service

AN APPEALING DETACHED HOUSE IN A POPULAR 
RESIDENTIAL AREA
OFFERING WELL APPOINTED FAMILY ACCOMMODATION
ON THE FRINGE OF THE TOWN CENTRE YET CONVENIENT 
TO AMENITIES
Double Glazing : Electric Storage Central Heating
Hall : Conservatory : Lounge : Dining Room : Kitchen : Utility Room
Bathroom : Showerroom : 4 Bedrooms : Attic And Under House Storage
Attractive Established Garden With Patio And Garage/Store

Offers Over 
£225,000
Invited

Morris Leslie Monthly Auctions

www.morrisleslie.com

Wednesday 27 February, 10.30 am 
Errol Airfield, Errol, Perth PH2 7TB

FURTHER ENTRIES INVITED
All types of plant, machinery, agri-equipment, 

vehicles, HGV’s, tools and equipment welcome.
In this Auction, items to include: plant, equipment and 

vehicles direct from councils, liquidators, farmers, national 

plant hire companies and contractors. Also, direct from 

liquidator complete contents of Cycle Shop including bikes, 

new spares, wheels, tyres, clothing, tools etc

Telephone 01821 642940 or see website for details.

TO LET – NEAR
INVERARAY

Traditional but newly 
appointed one-bedroom 

en-suite cottage in 
courtyard setting, 
unfurnished, new 

carpets, rent £320 pcm 
plus council tax and 
deposit, references 

essential. Apply to Box 
No  88 The Oban Times, 
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, 

PA34 4HB

TO LETWANTED

HOPKINS GRID SALES
(Contact Jane) Roxburgh Mill, Kelso, 

Roxburghshire, TD5 8NF
Tel/Fax: (01573) 450655 e-mail: 

hopkinsgrids@googlemail.com
www.hopkinsgridsscotland.co.uk

HOPKINS UNIQUE
QUICK FIT CATTLE GRID

British Patent No 2155526

• installed within hours - not days
• set in ground on hardcore bases then 

drive over
• no blockwork pit required
• exceedingly cost-effective
• load-tested to 50 tonnes
• maintenance-free
• complete with hedgehog ramp
• galvanised or painted - your choice
• available from 9ft wide increasing 

by 1ft to a maximum of 21ft wide 
as required - jump - width 8ft 6ins, 
Deer Grids also Available, Ring for 
a Quotation

For 116 years the rural charity RSABI has been active in the Scottish countryside, dedicated 
to relieving hardship and helping people who have depended on the land. With welfare 

incomes, illness, accident or other circumstances conspire to undermine their quality of life. 
To support this work the charity has an active fundraising operation in place - organising 
events, working with volunteers and seeking donations from those able to help, including 
businesses. See us at the show or call 0131 472 4147.

have extensive experience working within the rural community to liaise sensitively with 

assistance was provided to over 560 individuals around Scotland, in total more than 

£61,000 of this. 
GATEPOST, RSABI’s listening and support service for the 
land-based community, takes a growing number of calls from 
farmers and others seeking someone to talk through their 
problems. The number to call is 
0300 111 4166.

WANTED
All classes of barren 
cows, also lean cows 
taken and calves and 

stirks. Payment on 
collection.
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Is seeking Seasonal staff to work in our 
busy coffee shop in Craignure, Isle of Mull.

Our coffee shop is known for our high 
quality home baking and light 

lunches and our friendly service.
Please get in touch via email

arlenerobbie@msn.com

Have you ever Considered a Career in Care?
Mears is one of the leading domiciliary care providers 

delivering care services at home to over 20,000 people 
of all age groups each week.

We are currently looking to recruit care Workers to join our 
friendly teams based across Oban and surrounding area.

  Shift patterns also available – 7am-3pm/3pm-11pm
• Weekend only positions available 

• Opportunity to complete your SVQ in Health and Social Care 
• Drivers preferred but not essential
• Competitive rates of pay

For more information and to apply please contact our
Friendly team at our Oban Branch on 01631 562422

(Monday – Friday 9am-5pm)

Agent opportunity
OBAN AND FORT WILLIAM

Provident Personal Credit are market leaders 

in home credit. As part of our current growth 

strategy, we are seeking agents in your area. 

The successful applicants will be self-employed, 

running their own business with proven products 

and the back up of a major plc. There’s no limit to 

what you can make.

Own transport is essential.

For more information, please visit 

www.providentprovides.co.uk and follow 

the ‘become an agent’ tab

DRIVER WITH EXPERIENCE REQUIRED
3 – 6 months on  Full/ Part Time.

Must have Class C+E .
Also required - Driver for 7.5 tonne lorry.

Must have own transport and  be able to work away 
from home 1 or 2 nights per week.

Please phone 01866 822266.

GARDEN CENTRE SEASONAL STAFF WANTED

Must have own transport.
Start date w/c 4th March 2013.

Please phone 01866 822149 
for further details.

email wholesale@corachieclematis.co.uk

CORACHIE CLEMATIS 
Taynuilt, Argyll

Receptionist
Part Time – 22.5 hours per week

(Shift 12.45 hrs – 17.15 hrs, Mon to Fri)
Salary: £14,988 - £17,222 per annum pro rata

We are looking for an enthusiastic individual with an outgoing 
personality to join our Reception team.

Duties will include assisting staff, students, tenants and visitors, 
answering the switchboard and varied administrative tasks.
For further information and to apply for this position online, go to: 
www.sams.ac.uk.  Alternatively, please write to:  Human Resources, 
Receptionist, (Job Ref. D30/12.KJ), The Scottish Association for 
Marine Science, Scottish Marine Institute, Oban, Argyll, PA37 1QA or 
e-mail recruitment@sams.ac.uk 

  Closing date: Friday 22nd February 2013
SAMS is a registered Scottish charity (SC 009206), has an equal opportunities policy 

and welcomes applications from all sections of the community

Marine Farming Career Opportunities

Scottish Sea Farms is the UK’s leading producer of premium quality Scottish salmon. 

Northern Isles. We are trusted to supply Britain’s most demanding retailers and need 

We are able to offer an enthusiastic, self-motivated individual the following 
opportunity:

Marine Engineer

conscientious, innovative and hard working. The role will involve the service, repair 
and maintenance of diesel engines, hydraulic systems, feeding and net cleaning 

and basic electrical work would be an asset. A strong safety focus is essential.  This 
position is salaried with free occupational health support provided.

To obtain an application pack, please contact Claire Scott on 01786 445521 or email 
claire.scott@scottishseafarms.com. Closing Date: Friday 15th February 2013

All applicants are required to have a clean drivers’ license. 

Operations Manager Lorn or Lomond
Salary £30,204 - £34,282 35 hours per week
Property Manager Cowal & Bute
Salary £26,050 to £30,204 35 hours per week
Safety & Plant Manager Lorn or Lomond
Salary £26,050 to £30,204 35 hours per week
Service Administrator Lorn or Lomond
Salary £16,296 to £18,035 35 hours per week
Repairs & Maintenance Operatives in various 
locations across Argyll
Salary £21,996 - £26,013 37.5 hours per week

• 1 Plumber – Islay
• 1 Builder / Joiner – Islay
• 1 Plumber – Mid Argyll & Kintyre
• 1 Plumber / Gas – Mid Argyll & Kintyre
• 1 Builder – Mid Argyll & Kintyre
• 2 Joiners – Mid Argyll & Kintyre
• 2 Electricians – Mid Argyll & Kintyre
• 1 Electrician – Oban & Lorn
• 1 Plumber / Gas – Lomond
• 2  Plumbers / Gas – Cowal & Bute
• 1 Joiner – Cowal & Bute
• 1 Builder – Cowal & Bute
• 1 Electrician – Cowal & Bute

All these posts will be subject to a Basic Disclo-
sure Scotland check
Closing Date: 12 noon on Friday 15th February 
2013
For further details and to apply: Tel 01546 
605817 or Email recruitment@acha.co.uk 

Stonefield Farm Holidays
Manager, Catering Staff & Cleaning Staff
required for Coffee and Farm Shop, Rural Skills Centre 

and Wigwam Camping Cabins in Tarbert, Argyll.

Re-Opening March

Managers skills will include relevant certification in H & S/First 

Aid, Experience in hospitality and tourism, computer literacy, 

basic accounting, friendly manner enjoying working with the 

public and ability to work closely with owners.

A passion for all things Argyll is required.

Accommodation may be available & 

part-time maintenance / livestock / forestry work 

for a partner / spouse.

Please e-mail, including CV & three references to: 

stonefieldfarmholidays.co.uk

www.stonefieldfarmholidays.co.uk

 Stonefield Farms, Tarbert, Argyll PA29 6XX

have the following vacancies

HGV Driver and Skilled Labour 
Please apply in writing to the address 

Email donald@damacdonald.co.uk
FAO Donald MacDonald

D A MacDonald (Contractors) Ltd
Site 13a, Kilmory Industrial Estate
Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RR

Cashier required 
for betting shop in 

Campbeltown
Full training will be given.

References essential.

Call Scotbet on 0131 440 5197

Based in Fort William required 
to work throughout Scotland.

Responsible for setting out works and
assisting with Health & Safety.

CV’s to louise@corrieconstruction.com

SITE ENGINEER

Corrie Construction Ltd,
North Road,

Fort William, PH33 6PP

Closing date for all posts: 
22 February 2013.
To apply visit our website

Business Advisers (2 Posts, Temporary)
£31,023 - £33,943 Lochgilphead
Full time, 35 hours per week  Ref: DVE00178
Part time, 21 hours per week  Ref: DVE00062

Gaelic Medium Primary Teacher
£21,438 - £34,200 Salen Primary School Ref: CME01431

SVQ Assesor/Verifi er (Temporary, part time)
£21,096 - £23,030 pro rata Oban Ref: CXH00199
17.5 hours per week

Catering Assistant (Temporary, part time)
£6.36 per hour  Craignish Primary School Ref: CTF00275
10 hours per week

School Cleaner in Charge (Temporary, part time)
£6.96 per hour Islay High School Ref: CTF01060
10 hours per week

Janitor (Temporary, part time)
£6.96 Craignish Primary School Ref: CME35224
13 hours per week

Clerical Assistant (Temporary, part time)
£14,307 - £15,165 pro rata Rhunahaorine Primary School Ref: CME01286
12.5 hours per week

01546 604334

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

THIS MONTH IN 
SCOTTISH FIELD...
Wild West
Lothian: 
Hollywood 
director 
on his 
boyhood 
home

READ...
SCOTLAND’S 
MOST 
GLAMOROUS
WEDDINGS

PLUS What’s up with Carol 
Smillie?
PETER PAN: MADE IN 
DUMFRIES 
The saviour of Dundas Castle
IS GAELIC OUR NATIONAL LANGUAGE?
Valentine’s Day Special: Ten greatest 
romantic gestures • A love-themed 
banquet

SUBSCRIBE...
CALL SUBSCRIPTIONS ON 01631 568 000
OR FOR MORE INFORMATION ON VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE:

www.scottishfield.co.uk

FEBRUARY 2013

VALENTINE’S DAY SPECIAL: Ten greatest 

WHAT’S UP WITH CAROL SMILLIE? PETER PAN: MADE IN DUMFRIES  THE SAVIOUR OFDUNDAS CASTLEIS GAELIC OUR NATIONAL LANGUAGE?

Plus

SCOTLAND’S MOST GLAMOROUSWEDDINGS 

12 Scotland’s top schools

COUNTRY NEWS   INTERIORS   GARDENS   FOOD & DRINK   PROPERTY   ANTIQUES   FASHION   TRAVEL  FEBRUARY 2013. £3.75

PAGES OF 

WINFIVE-STAR 
ROMANTIC 

BREAK FOR 
TWO

WILD WESTLOTHIAN

Untitled-4   1 12 pages Scotlands top schools

SALES DEVELOPMENT EXECUTIVE
KRAFTFOODS UK

Think you can sell delicious?
We are looking for a highly motivated, reliable, go getter who 
thrives in sales and keeps going no matter what. We want 
someone who is clever, creative and resilient.
A real people person, confident, convincing and a great team 
player.
Degree qualified (ideal but not essential) or with some sales 
experience and a full, spotless driving licence.
Benefits incl competitive salary £20k, yearly bonus up to 20%, 
car, mobile and outstanding training and development.
Location:  Homebased, covering West Coast of Scotland 
(Oban/Fort William/Dumbarton)
The closing date for applications is 13th February 2013
To apply, please visit our job opportunities page: http://
www.kraftfoodscompany.com/eu/en/careers/pages/
careerapplication, job ref 1300594
Any questions email us at becky.nicholas@mdlz.com
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12th February 2013

Michael Russell MSP
Will be holding a surgery at

Toberonochy Hall, Luing followed by 
Public meeting at 7.30pm to discuss 

the future of the Island
Tel 01369 702011 or email

marie-claire.docherty@scottish.parliament.uk
to book an appointment

Proposed Let of a Croft
Mr Duncan Buchanan is apply-

ing to the Crofting Commission 

for consent to let the tenancy 

of the croft at Creagan croft, 

Ledaig, Oban to Mr Hamish 

Buchanan of Creagan, Bender-

loch, Oban, PA37 1QU.

If you are a crofter, shareholder 

or owner of a croft in the town-

ship, or if the 

Commission consider that you 

have a direct interest in this 

application, you may submit 

comments on the proposal in 

writing or some other perma-

nent form to the 

Crofting Commission, Great 

Glen House, Leachkin Road, 

Inverness IV3 8NW 

(e-mail info@crofting.scotland.

gov.uk) within 28 days from 

the date of publication of the 

advert.

Please note that any comments 

you provide are part of an 

open process and will be made 

available to interested parties.  

Your comments would also be 

released under a Freedom of 

Information enquiry.  Frivolous, 

vexatious or unreasonable com-

ments cannot be accepted.

Proposed Short Lease of 
Part of a Croft 

MRS ELIZABETH ANNE 
FRASER is applying to the 
Crofting Commission for con-
sent to let part of the croft at 
Part 45/46 Banavie on a short 
term lease to Ms Shela-Ann 
Ryan of 16 Glenloy Street, 
Caol, Fort William, PH33 
7DH, for 5 years.   If you have 
an interest in this application, 
you may submit comments 
on the proposal in writing or 
some other permanent form 
to the Crofting Commission, 
Great Glen House, Leachkin 
Road, Inverness, IV3 8NW,  
(e-mail info@crofting.scot-
land.gov.uk) within 28 days 
from the date of publication of 
the advert, quoting reference 
number 4.123.41769.   Please 
note that any comments you 
provide are part of an open 
process and will be made 
available to interested parties. 
Your comments would also 
be released under a Freedom 
of Information enquiry.

CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD
DECROFTING

DIRECTIONS ISSUED

Name, Croft, Extent/Reason, 
Conditions, Case number
Mrs E A Connolly
2 South Cuil, Lismore & 
Appin
0.580 ha - Amenity ground 
4.86.40809
Conditions: 3a, 4

Mr & Mrs W Barber
14 & 15 Anaheilt, Ardnamur-
chan & Sunart
0.071 ha - Existing house 
site
4.86.40969
Conditions: 3a, 4

Mrs A Lawson
Alister Annie’s Croft, Colon-
say
0.092 ha - Site for a dwelling 
house
4.86.40810
Conditions: 1, 2, 3b, 4

Conditions:
(1) Purchase area within 5 
years of the date of direction.
(2) To provide a site for a 
dwellinghouse
(3) Complete enclosure of the 
land with a stock proof fence 
within 4 months of:
(a) the date of the direction    
(b) the proposed develop-
ment completion
 (4) That fence shall be 
maintained in good order and 
repair by each successive 
owner or occupier of the 
land.

Any person with an interest 
in the application may appeal 
against a decision to the Scot-
tish Land Court within 42 days 
of the date of this advert.

Surgery
John Finnie MSP

Independent,
Highlands & Islands

FRIDAY 15th 
FEBRUARY 2013

1100 – 1200 Service Point, Lochaber House, 
High Street, Fort William. PH33 6EL. 

1430 – 1530 North Argyll Carers Centre, 
Albany Street, Oban.  PA34 4AL. 

No appointment necessary

WATER ENVIRONMENT AND WATER SERVICES 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 2003 WATER ENVIRONMENT 

(CONTROLLED ACTIVITIES) (SCOTLAND) 
REGULATIONS 2011

APPLICATION FOR VARIATION OF AUTHORISATION KAMES BAY 
(WEST) MARINE CAGE FISH FARM, LOCH MELFORT

An application has been made to the Scottish Environment Protection 
Agency (SEPA) by Kames Fish Farming Limited to carry water use licence 
number CAR/L/1000237 authorising the carrying on of a controlled activity 
at, near or in connection with Kames Bay (West) Marine Cage Fish Farm 
Site, Loch Melfort, as follows:

SEPA considers that the above change(s) to a controlled activity may have 
an impact on the water environment.
A copy of the application and any accompanying information may be 
inspected free of charge, at the SEPA Registry below, between 9.30am and 
4.30pm Monday to Friday (except local and national holidays).  Alternatively, 
the application may be viewed on SEPA’s website at: www.sepa.org.uk/
water/water_regulation/advertised_applications.aspx
Any person affected or likely to be affected by, or having an interest in, the 
application may make representations to SEPA in writing within 28 days 
beginning with the date of this advertisement, at the following address, 
quoting reference number CAR/L/1000237:

Dingwall, IV15 9XB

Written representations received by SEPA within 28 days of this advertisement 
will be taken into consideration in determining whether or not to grant the 
application.
Before determining the application, SEPA will:
• assess the risk to the water environment posed by the carrying on the 
activity or activities;
• assess the indirect effects of that impact in any other aspects of the 

• consider any likely adverse social and economic effects of that impact and 

activity;
• assess the impact of the controlled activity or activities on the interests of 
other users of the water environment;

use; and
• apply and have regard to relevant legislation.
SEPA will then either grant or refuse to grant the application.

 Description of change to  Waters affected National grid reference
 controlled activity

 Addition of sea lice treatments  Kames Bay NM 8202 1180
 to discharge of trade effluent  Loch Melfort
 from marine cage fish farming.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them,
may be examined between the hours of 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday (excluding public
holidays) at the SERVICE POINT, LOCHABER HOUSE, HIGH STREET, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6EL
and online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time
period indicated from the date of this notice. Anyone making a representation about this
proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any individual or body who
requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.

www.highland.gov.uk

Reference Number Development Address Proposal Description

ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Time period for comments is 14 days.

13/00140/FUL Oak Point, Acharacle Demolish existing
dilapidated timber house
and replace with new-build
timber house

13/00147/PIP Land 120M West of Former
Primary School
Glenborrodale
Acharacle

Erection of two houses
(renewal of planning
permission
09/00391/PIPLO)

13/00172/FUL 11 Upper Inverroy
Roy Bridge

Change of Use and
extension to garage to
form residential annex

13/00278/PIP Land To South East of
Tolsta, 71 Camaghael
Fort William

Erection of house - Plot 2 -
Renewal 09/00185/OUTLO

13/00293/FUL 2 Wallace Place, Plantation
Fort William

Replacement of window
with Patio Doors

Town and Country Planning 
(Development Management Procedure) 

(Scotland) Regulations 2008
Planning Application 

Pre-Application Consultation
RWE Npower Renewables Limited is conducting pre-application 
consultation on the following development proposal:
Installation of up to 20 Wind Turbines (Maximum Height to blade tip 
of 125metres) (Up to 46 MW) and associated infrastructure including 
borrow pits, access tracks, temporary construction areas and sub 
station at land 6.5km north-west of Inveraray and 1.5km east of Loch 
Awe.
Further information can be obtained from RWE Npower Renewables 
Limited, Earn House, Broxden Business Park, Lamberkine Drive, 
Perth PH1 1RA.
Three public exhibition will be held at Inveraray Parish Church Hall, 
Inveraray on Monday 18th February 2013 between (2pm and 8 
pm), at Portsonachan Village Hall, Portsonachan on Tuesday 19th 
February 2013 between (2pm and 7pm) and at Dalavich Community 
Centre, Dalavich on Wednesday 20th February 2013 between (2pm 
and 7pm).
Anyone wishing to make comments on the proposal should do so 
by writing to the above address by Thursday 14th March 2013.
Please Note – No application has been submitted to Argyll & 
Bute Council in relation to this proposal. Any comments made 
to the prospective applicant at this time are not representations 
to the Council and would not be considered as part of any future 
application. If the prospective applicant subsequently submits a 
formal application for planning permission there will be an opportunity 
to make representations on that application to the Council.

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 - 17:00hrs Monday 
to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW, at the alternative locations detailed below or by logging on 
to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications should be made 
to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

13/00052/PP Erection of extension to dwellinghouse. Innis Chonain Benderloch Oban 
Argyll and Bute PA37 1RT 

Sub Post Office 
Ledaig

13/00123/PPP Site for the erection of a dwellinghouse Land East of Blarcreen House 
Bonawe Argyll and Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Ledaig

13/00124/PP Erection of dwellinghouse (amended design 
to planning permission 12/01906/PP)

Land North West of Bad- Daraich 
Western Road Tobermory Isle of 
Mull Argyll and Bute 

Tobermory Area 
Office

13/00130/PP Erection of dwellinghouse and woodshed 
and installation of septic tank

Land South Of Firinn (Plot 2) 
Glencruitten Road Oban Argyll 
and Bute 

Oban Area Office

13/00161/PP Erection of extension to dwellinghouse 3 Braigh A Mhuilinn Bunessan Isle 
of Mull Argyll and Bute PA67 6DP 

Sub Post Office 
Bunessan Isle of 
Mull

13/00168/PPP Renewal of planning permission in principle 
reference 10/00237/PPP - Site for the 
erection of a dwelling house and associated 
works

3 Heylipol Isle of Tiree Argyll and 
Bute PA77 6TY

Tiree Area Office

13/00183/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse 
(renewal of planning permission reference 
10/00602/PPP)

Land Adjacent to Bayview Cottage 
Lochdon Isle of Mull Argyll and 
Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Craignure

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 - 17:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at 67 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX, at the alternative locations detailed below or by logging 
on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications should 
be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website: 
https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 

The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning 
and Regulatory Services, Whitegates Office Whitegates Road Lochgilphead PA31 8SY. 

A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.

Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. 

Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT OF THE ARGYLL AND BUTE COUNCIL
PROHIBITION OF THE CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOLIC DRINK IN DESIGNATED 
PLACES (AMENDMENT)( NO 2) BYELAWS 2012
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to Sections 201, 202 & 203 of the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973, as amended, 
that the Scottish Ministers have confirmed the Argyll and Bute Council Prohibition of the Consumption of Alcoholic 
Drink in Designated Places (Amendment)( No 2) Byelaws 2012. These byelaws will come into force on 19 February 2013.

A copy of the confirmed byelaws amendment is open for inspection, free of charge, at the Governance and Law Offices, 
Argyll and Bute Council at Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, Oban PA34 4AW between the hours of 9.00am and 
5.00pm Monday to Friday, and a copy can also be obtained, free of charge, by attending at this office.

Charles G Reppke
Head of Governance and Law, Kilmory, Lochgilphead

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
PUBLIC NOTICES

ALTHOUGH ENTRIES for 
our competition are closed, 
our judges will have a 
difficult task deliberating 
over which pictures should 
make our grand finale, with 
an outstanding range of 
spectacular images already 
received.  
Set the task of taking a picture that best 
sums up your favourite thing about the 
west coast, amateur photographers from 
across the country set a high standard 
with an eclectic range of shots. 
Entries may be closed, but you can still 
vote for your favourite entry by sending 
us a text to 88010 using the key word 
POY followed by the code beneath your 
picture of choice. For example, if the 
number below your photograph is 123, 
your message would read POY 123.
You can also vote by completing the 
voting form above. Photocopies will not 
be accepted.

Chris McCabe, Bumble-bee photographed in my garden, 
Morning of Spring 2012. t06chrismccabe1no

Fiona Campbell, Sunrise on behind Cruachan from Airds Bay. These 
colours were exactly as it appeared no filters used!! t06fionacampbell1no

Louise Fuller, This is the Lismore Lighthouse taken from the 
Craignure to Oban ferry on a beautiful winter day. t06louisefuller1no

Robert Tague, Winter Sunset at Loch Morlich, Aviemore. 
t06roberttague1no

Richard Hunt-Smith, Inveraray: Loch Fyne, Inveraray. I took this 
photograph whilst out walking.  t06richardhunt1no

Des Laverty, Hamilton: 
Photo at the head of 

Loch Etive in February.
T04deslaverty1no 064

Terms and conditions: 

Photo...........................................................................
Name...........................................................................
Address.......................................................................
.....................................................................................
Telephone ...................................................................
Email ...........................................................................

To cast your vote in Wyvex Media’s 
Photo of the Year competition 
complete the form below or text 
88010 using the keyword POY 
followed by the code below your 
favourite photograph.
Texts cost £1 plus your standard network rate. Full details
and terms and conditions are below this voting form.

Photo of 
the Year 
competition

Follow us on 

facebook

www.facebook.

com/obantimes
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W.D. Semple
VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE TO VIEW A MORE

COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF VEHICLES ON OFFER
Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street. Tel: 01499 302150
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park. Tel: 01546 606767/01546 606272

These are just a small selection of cars currently in our showrooms

USED CARS
61 VW Golf SE TSi, 5dr, Grey, 13,750 miles .................................... £13,550

62 Renault Clio exp plus 1.2, 5 door, Silver, delivery mileage .......... £10,450

11 Renault Megane exp 1.6, 5 door, Ruby Red, 14,500 miles ........... £9,650

11 Skoda Fabia 1.6 SE TD11, 5Dr, Grey, 10,650 miles ...................... £9,550

11 Renault Clio Extreme 1.2, 3dr, Grey, 5,500 miles ......................... £8,250

60 Renault Clio Dyn, 1.5 DCI Sport Tourer, Black, 11,000 miles ...... £9,250

10 Renault Clio Dyn, tom tom, DCi, 5dr, Beige, 9,400 miles............. £9,550

10 Peugeot 207 Sport, 1.6 Auto, 5dr, silver, 13,650 miles.................. £8,450

10 Renault Clio Dyn, TCE estate, 1.2, 5 door, blue, 18,000 miles...... £8,250

59 Renault Megane Exp 1.5 DCi 5dr Black, 12,800 miles ................. £9,550

59 Peugeot 207s SWHDI Estate, Silver, 20,000 miles ........................ £8,950

59 Renault Clio Dyn, 3dr, Red, 10,750 miles .................................... £8,450

08 Renault Megane Dyn Auto, Estate, Black, 25,000 miles................ £6,500

COMMERCIALS

08 Renault Master, SWB, white ............................................£8,000 plus VAT

57 Renault Traffic SL27+, DCI 115, Silver ............................£7,000 plus VAT

56 Citreon Berlingo, 1.9D, 50,000 miles, Blue .....................£3,250 plus VAT

06 Peugeot Partner, 600LD, White, 23,500 miles .................£3,250 plus VAT

SELECTION OF LOW PRICE CARS UNDER £2000 TO CLEAR
CAR AND VAN HIRE FROM BOTH BRANCHES

Toyota Aygo Fire 1.0 3 Door,   Only £119 per month

Toyota Yaris TR 1.0 3 Door,    Only £159 per month

Toyota Auris 1.33 Icon 5 Door,   Only £199 per month

£9,635

OTR
Cash Price

£12,220

£17,145

  £1,798 £119 £3,672

£2,151.40 £159 £4,503.60

£4,199.02 £199 £5,980.98

Customer
Deposit

35 x Monthly
Payments

Optional Final
Payment

Spec: Alloys,Touch System,Bluetooth,Rr Camera,Fr Parking Lights

5-7 John Street, Helensburgh  G84 8BA.     T: 01436 672779
helensburgh.toyota.co.uk

Don’t miss Helensburgh Toyota’s 0% APR

Whatever else you’re doing this weekend, 
you don’t want to miss the Helensburgh 
Toyota 2013 New Car Event

Friday 8th-Sunday 10th February

The Bride is on the run again, she’s heading down 
to see the fabulous offers we have for this weekend 
only.

- a gift with every New Car purchased at the event!
- enter our free prize draw to win a luxury break for 2 

at Westerwood Spa & Golf Resort. Including Dinner, 
B&B with two spa treatments per person, and 
lunch.

- LIKE facebook.com/HelensburghToyota and you will 
be entered into our free prize draw to win a meal 
for two at the newly opened La Barca Tapas & Wine 
Bar.  (keep up-to-date with all our future events & 
competitions)

A member of our sales team will be delighted to 
discuss with you in detail, some of the great offers 
we have this weekend.  Scotland’s No1 team looks 
forward to welcoming you.

S & S 
SERVICES

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TO PROMOTE 
YOUR NEW CAR 

DEALERSHIP PLEASE 
CALL: 01631 568000

SUBARU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

2006(56) MITSUBISHI 
SHOGUN COMMERCIAL

£5,750+VAT

Classic 3.2DID, 71,000 Miles, 4WD, MOT Nov 2013, 
Loadliner, Eltex Alloy Wheels, Central Locking, Radio Cassette, 

Very Good Condition.

Tel: 07831 284208

£1300 o.n.o.

DOUBLE WHEEL WITH RAMP 
ACCESS TO REAR

TWIN AXLE, GOOD 
CONDITION, PHOTOGRAPHS 

AVAILABLE.

TELEPHONE
01397 712561 

9-5 SPEAN BRIDGE

BOX TRAILER
9’ X 5’

£1000 o.v.n.o.

9 months old, 
range 24 miles, 8mph, 

excellent condition.

Telephone: 
Neil

07789286828

STERLING
MOBILITY SCOOTER

HONDA CIVIC
TYPE R

£6000

55 reg, mot dec 2013, tax till 31/05/13, 42k miles, 2 previous 
owners, full service history, AC, tinted rear windows, very clean 

well looked after car.

Tel: 07825 076790

FORD FOCUS
SALOON

£1300

2002, 97,000 miles, Alloy Wheels, Diesel,
6 Months Road Tax, MOT July 2013, Good Runner.

Tel: 07747 146287

WANTED

Caravans and motorhomes
Any make, Model or condition. Instant 

decision and payment.

Please telephone
07783 638067

All types of motor 
homes & caravan-
ettes. Any age or 

condition. We also 
buy water dam-

aged or in need of 
repair. Also all types 
of touring caravans 
from 95 onwards.

Telephone : 
01250 884306

or mobile: 
07885 203020

WANTED

WANTED

All types of light commercial vans, pickups, etc.. We also buy 
rough or high mileage, non-runners considered.

Also all types of 4x4 vehicles, land rover, Toyota, etc…

Telephone : 01250 884306 or 
mobile: 07885 203020

WANTED

Landrover
Defenders from 
1990 – 2012

 All Japanese 
pickups 2 or 4 WD

Mot’d or not
All models 

required (Uist)

Contact
07787058277

£2750 o.n.o. (no VAT)

2006, Taxed & MOT’d, 100,000 miles,
Wood lined, towbar, top of the range model,
full electric pack, air conditioning, traction 

control, tinted windows.
Good condition for year, very good driver, 

very dependable.

Telephone: 
07447367942

FORD TRANSIT
280 125 SWB

MAZDA 
TRIBUTE

£1200 o.n.o.

4WD, 52 plate, 87,300 miles.
Taxed till August 2013.
Tel: 01880 820372

£3500

Diesel (57 Plate) Metal-
lic Black. 5 doors, many 

factory fitted options, just 
serviced, taxed and MOT 

Nov 2013.

Telephone: 
01586 553804

FORD FIESTA
1.4TDCI ZETEC

£1500 o.n.o.

Good working order. 
3 buckets.

Telephone: 
01586 552773

Re-advertising due to 
phone problems

MCCONNEL
DITCH KING

LAND ROVER FREELANDER 1.8 LITRE
MODEL SERENGETI, YEAR 2003

£2500 o.n.o.

1 year M.O.T. Taxed August 2013
Mileage 69,495

New Timing Belt & New Exhaust Fitted.

Contact no. 07765 402474

HONDA CIVIC 1.8 
I-VTEC SPORT

£4400 o.n.o.

56 plate, 5 door hatchback, 
metallic grey, 81,000 miles,

Motd January 2014, excellent condition.

Tel: 07789 494905 or 01866 822561 Taynuilt.

£3800

53 plate, 93,000 miles, 
FSH, one owner from new 

Taxed and tested.

Telephone: 
07899 785980

MITSUBISHI
WARRIOR L200

The Best Choice for 
New & Used Cars 
in the Highlands

Fort William | 01397 700110
view our full list of used cars online at www.bennevismotors.co.uk

62 Ford Focus 2.0 ST 3  .............
61 Ford Focus 1.6 Zetec  ......
12 Ford Focus 1.6 TDCi Zetec  .....
12 Ford Focus 1.6 Zetec S  ..........
61 Ford Focus 1.6 Zetec, ......
12 Ford Fiesta 1.6 TDCi Zetec Econetic,

 ....................................................................................................................................
61 Ford Fiesta 1.4 TDCi Zetec,

 ...............................................................................................................................
10 Ford Fiesta 1.6 Zetec S, 

 ............................................................................................................................................................
08 Ford Focus 2.5 ST2  ...........
60 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Edge,

 ...........................................................................................................................................
06 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Style  .....
09 Ford Focus 1.6 Titanium  ...
11 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Studio  ....
61 Ford Ka 1.2 Edge  .........................
08 Audi S3  ......................
59 Mitsubishi Colt 1.3  .......
06 Renault Megane 1.6  .................

62 Ford Kuga 2.0 TDCi Titanium
 .....................................................................................................................................................

12 Ford Kuga 2.0 TDCi Titanium  ........
10 Mitsubishi L200 Barbarian 2.5 
08 Ford Kuga 2.0 TDCi Zetec

 ........................................................................................................................................................

08 Renault SL27 115 Sport,  .............
07 Ford Connect 1.8 TDCi,  ...............................................
11 Ford Ranger 3.0 TDCi Wildtrak
Owner ........................................................................................................................................................
10 Ford Transit T260  ............................................................
08 Ford Transit T260  ..................................................
58 Vauxhall Vivaro 2700 CDTi  ................................

CARAVAN HOLIDAY
HOMES FOR SALE!

 2 Bedroomed Willerby Richmond 28x12’ 2006 Caravans
In excellent condition. Ideal for letting or staff accommodation.

Must be taken off site. View on www.invercoe.co.uk

£8,000 o.n.o.
ENQUIRIES  07747 634418

MAZDA BONGO
1996.

£5750 o.n.o.

Elevating roof, 7 seater, towing gear, 
6 month tax and MoT. 111k mileage.

Tel: 07540 404430



• DOMESTIC
• HEAT RECOVERY

VENTILATION SYSTEMS
• PHOTOVOLTAIC SYSTEMS
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL
• NEW BUILDS
• PERIODIC & PAT TESTING

Mob – 07771 732 925
Tel – 01631 565 812

www.electrician-oban.co.uk
e-mail – lorne@waltonelectrical.plus.com

15 Airds Crescent | Oban | Argyll | PA34 5SQ

All aspects of electrical 
work undertaken

Member of

electrician

household goods

carports

mobility

accountants

drain problems

BLOCKED DRAIN?
Cleaned and Cleared – Fast

From £48
Call 24/7 - 01369 840367
Also drain repairs and surveys
Your No 1 for drainage in Argyll

www.aandbel.co.uk

ARGYLL & BUTE
ENVIRONMENTAL

LTD

John MacKinnon
Joinery + Building 

Contractor
• Windows

• Doors
• Conservatories

Torlundy, Fort William
Tel: 01397 704802

e-mail: j.m.joiner@btconnect.com

NHBC REGISTERED
HOUSE BUILDER

building & joinery

Glen Creran Wood
Scottish

OAK
www.glencreranwood.co.uk

01631 730256

Beams • Kiln dried planks • Rustic lintels • Burr planks

scottish oak

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG
Tel: (01631) 564848

www.macqueenbros.com

removals & storage

stoves

www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear 

online at . Simply use the coupons on this page or visit the website and input your details there

chimney  sweep

Lochaber
Chimney Sweep

Services

01397 703592
07719 623837

Open Fires & 
Woodburning Stoves

Tar Removal  Agas 
& Rayburns

CCTV Chimney Inspection   
Clean & Tidy

Discounts for OAPS
Covering from Oban

to Fort Augustus
Any distance considered
We power sweep wih the 
industry approved system 

tree services

Iain Campbell Duncan  trading as 

ICD Tree Services Ltd

Tel: 01880 820583    Mob: 07788816701
Email: iain@icdtreeservices.co.uk

Scrub Clearing
Tree Felling
Tree Surgery
Forestry
Spraying

Chipping
Stump Grinding 
Rhododendron
Cutting
Fencing
Tractor Hire

window repairs

 A.W. R. 
AYRSHIRE WINDOW REPAIRS

WE REPAIR…
Failed & Misted Windows
Broken Handles & Hinges

 Windows Resealed
Conservatory & Patio Door Repairs.

Tel. 01560 320999
Mob. 07950 519495

www.windowrepairsayrshire.com

FREEPHONE

0800 371 250
OBAN

01852 300174

FREE MEASURING / FREE ESTIMATES
FREE FITTING / MADE IN SCOTLAND

ALL BLINDS MADE TO MEASURE

Check out our Customer Views at 
www.customers.chriscraft.co.uk

blinds

Country Kiln

AFFORDABLE

Delivered Nationwide 

01560 483966 
www.WoodburningStovesLimited.com 

Woodburning & Multifuel stoves 

woodburning stoves
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions 
which relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications 
owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited 
Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The 
Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful 
and comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice and 
all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the 
advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made 
on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether 
placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the 
Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, the 
publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for 
the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and 
Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher 
to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage 
occasioned by any total or partial failure (however caused) of 
publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which 
any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any 
error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the 
case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the 
cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where 
the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from 
the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within 
fourteen days of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total 
liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for 
the particular advertisement in connection with which liability 
arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type 
and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with 
which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the 
Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling 
upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement 
in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in 
accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in 
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance 
of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must 
be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 
15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the 
invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition 
the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an 
additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though 
it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of 
our conditions.

The Oban Times
PREPAID

ADVERTISING
RATES

Lineage Rates
Minimum charge £13.85+VAT

(up to 25 words)
thereafter £2.70 per line

Box Number Fee £5.50 (+VAT)
Births, Engagements, Marriages, 

Deaths and Acknowledgments
Minimum charge £12.80 (+VAT)
thereafter £2.50 per line (+VAT)

In Memoriam:
Minimum charge £9.45(+VAT)

thereafter £2.00 per line (+VAT)

See Trade Classified Page for 
Rates

Trade Display:
£9.63 per single column 

centimetre
Recruitment:

£16.55 per single column 
centimetre

Public Notices:
£10.90 per single column 

centimetre
Properties

£10.50 per single column 
centimetre

Private Accommodation
to Let/Wanted

£10.50 per single column 
centemeter

(all rates exclusive of VAT)
Personals:

£7.42 per single column 
centimetre

Payment: Pre-payment
required for advertisements of 

Please make cheques and 
postal orders payable to
The Oban Times, P.O. 
Box 1, Oban, Argyll, 

PA34 4HB
www.obantimes.co.uk

A TOUCH OF SCOTLAND 
EVERY WEEK!

The Oban Times
SUBSCRIPTION RATES

U.K ........................... £58.00
Rest of World ........ £100.00
The Oban Times Ltd

 P.O. Box 1
 Oban, Argyll, 

PA34 4HB

PERSONALS

WANTED
HARDY FISHING

TACKLE
Old and Modern

Also other makes of 
old tackle
Please

Telephone 
01786 823361

Email
strathmoretackle@

gmail.com

 ANTIQUES AND
COLLECTABLES

ELECTRIC INSET Fire, 

photo if required,  £49.99 

VICTORIAN BRASS 

lid.  Large oval shape 
with ornate lion head 

VINTAGE LARGE OVAL 
DEEP Willow dish, ideal 

VINTAGE LARGE 

heavy dish, ideal for family 

VINTAGE OVAL MEAT 
DISHES, set medium oval 

 AUDIO EQUIPMENT

BABY EQUIPMENT
CAR SEAT for baby, brand 

toybar with lights and 

BUILDING / DIY

DECORATIVE Tiles, 

ideal for bathroom mirror 

 CAR ACCESSORIES
VELCRO FASTENING 

or green, new,  £3 per pair 

 CARAVAN
EQUIPMENT

CARAVAN EXTENSION 

lead with blue type plug 

ECO MAT FOR AWNING 

 CATERING
EQUIPMENT

CASH REGISTER Geller 

good working order and 

STAINLESS STEEL 

 CLOTHES, SHOES
AND ACCESSORIES

skinny leg, age 11yrs, from 
Next, one pair blue denim, 

 COMPUTERS AND
GAMES

Hard drive, LG Flatron 

DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

F R I D G E M A S T E R 
FRIDGE FREEZER white 

trouser press easy to use 

DOMESTIC PETS

WIREHAIRED VIZSLA 

temperament, working or 

 FURNITURE

display/book with sliding 

with three shelves,  £49.99 

with pine seats, would suit 

LEATHER ARMCHAIRS 
2 oak framed brown leather 

PINE BEDFRAME 4ft 

MATTRESS blue and 

TWO 3FT SINGLE 

new, still in wrapping, 

 GARDEN
LOG ROLLS new, treated, 

 GENERATORS
PORTABLE HONDA 

AC Welder Generator, 

 HEALTH AND
FITNESS

ABDOMINAL TRIMMER 

CROSS TRAINER 
MACHINE in good 

 HEATING, FIRES AND
FIREPLACES

RADIATOR new double 

 HOBBIES AND
CRAFTS

PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD White, Baby Blue 

 HOME FURNISHINGS

very good quality, good 

OVAL SWIVEL MIRROR  
free standing, not a mark on 

 LEISURE AND
LIFESTYLE

CAMPING GAZ 

MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS, featuring 

and mountains. Always a 
popular gift for family and 
friends at home or abroad. 
Order on-line at www.

OBAN TIMES 
WEST HIGHLAND 
CALENDAR, fabulous 
views of the West 
Highlands portrayed in this 

Order on-line at www.

MISCELLANEOUS
WATER TREATMENT 

Buyer to uplift, Ft William 

MOBILE AND HOME
TELEPHONES

LG MOBILE PHONE pink 

MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS

needs a bit of work done to 

 PET ACCESSORIES

 PHOTOGRAPHY

 PRINTING AND
STATIONERY

ENVELOPES Wide range 

individually or by the 

 SHOP FITTINGS
CASH TILL many depts,  in 

for dress maker or shop 

 TOYS AND GAMES

sit on, ride on, brand new,  

 TRAILERS

roof ladder. Sale as a lot 

 WANTED
COPPER, BRASS, LEAD 

SCRAP METAL all types 

caravan engineer

The family of the above 
would like to thank all who 

made the effort to attend on a 
horrendous day at his burial.  
Iain did not want any notices 
or fuss made of his passing, 

but to all those who have 
contacted myself and family 

since his funeral, thanks.
Iain donated a Bath Lift to the 

of those whose last wish was 
to be treated at home.  A 

donation of £105 was also 
collected from Tenants at 

MacCallum Court, and people 
at the funeral this has been 
passed onto Oban Hospice.



OBAN
MEMORIALS

OM

Alistair MacLean
Master Sculptor
Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban
Design and prices on request

LETTERING AND RENOVATING 
DONE IN ANY CEMETERY

TEL: 01631 563123 / 565269
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The Oban Times

THE REGIONAL 
NEWSPAPER FOR THE 
WEST HIGHLANDS, 
ISLANDS AND ARGYLL

The Oban Times is the best-

selling weekly newspaper in the 

Highlands and is distributed via 

1742 newsagents every week

Lochavullin Industrial Estate,
Crannog Lane, Oban,
PA34 4HB
Tel: 01631 568000
www.obantimes.co.uk

Northern Editor
Stephen Norris

snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Chief Reporter
Euan Paterson

epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

Web Co-ordinator
Marian Miller

mmiller@obantimes.co.uk

Editorial Director
Stewart MacKenzie

editor@obantimes.co.uk

Editorial

& West Highland Times

The Oban Times

Newsdesk
01631 568060

editor@obantimes.co.uk

Senior Reporter
Steven Flanagan

sflanagan@obantimes.co.uk

Reporter
Richard Haddock

rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

Reporter
Faith Orr

forr@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising

Advertising  Executive
Rhona McKillop

adverts@obantimes.co.uk

Branch Offices
 Fort William

Tel 01397 703003

Fax 01397 702495

Lochgilphead

Tel 01546 602345

Fax 01546 602661

Campbeltown

Tel 01586 554646

Fax 01586 553006

Arran

Tel 01770 302142

Fax 01770 302021

www.obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  Executive
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fbennett@obantimes.co.uk

Follow us on 

facebook
www.facebook.

com/obantimes

Advertising  Sales Executive
Nadine Ross

nross@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  Sales Executive
Mairi Auld

mauld@obantimes.co.uk

CHARITY DONATIONS

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
Macmillan Cancer, Support Supporter 

Donations, FREEPOST LON15851, 89 Albert 
Embankment, London, SE1 7UQ

Tel 0300 1000 200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

BIRTHS

DEATHS
CAMERON - Peacefully, on 
February 3, 2013, at the Golden 
Jubilee Hospital, Clydebank, 
Anne Buchanan Cameron of 
Port Selma, Benderloch and 
previously of Dalintober Farm 
and Lismore.  Wife of the late 
John Cameron, a wonderful 
and cherished sister, auntie and 
friend to us all.  Funeral at St. 
Modans  Church, Benderloch at 
1.00 p.m. on Friday February 8, 
thereafter to Achnaba Cemetery.  

collection will be made for the 
Golden Jubilee Hospital. 
CAMPBELL - Suddenly at 
home on January 28, 2013 
in his 80th year, Hughie of 1 
Mull Terrace, Oban, husband 
of the late Chrissie Campbell, 
loving father to Martin, Angus 
and Caroline, father-in-law to 
Yvonne, Angela and Robert and 
grandfather to Ian, Michelle, 
Christina, Erin and Martin.
CAMPBELL – Peacefully on 
Tuesday, January 29, 2013 at 
Community Hospital, Stirling, 
Norman Campbell of Willow 
Square, Crianlarich (retired 
Coal Merchant), beloved 
husband to Marion. Funeral 
service on Thursday, February 
7 at Crianlarich Church at 
12 noon thereafter to Killin 
Cemetry arriving approximately 
1.15pm to which all friends are 
respectfully invited. Family 

if desired to Fabric Fund, 
Crianlarich Church.
DAWES - Julia. Tragically as a 
result of an accident on January 
27, 2013, Julia Dawes, a loving 
soul to her family and to her 
many friends, eldest daughter 
of the late Angus and Isabel 
MacIntyre (Achnacarry and 
Corpach). Cremation took place 
on February 5, at Ayr. Sorely 
missed.
MACARTHUR – Morag, 
passed away peacefully at 
home, 2 Sandaig, Isle of Tiree 
on February 5, 2013. Beloved 
Mother of Alastair and Duncan 
and devoted Granny of Allan.
Sadly missed.
SUTHERLAND – Peacefully 
at Islay Hospital on Sunday 
February 3, 2013, Margaret 
Munro McAdie, aged 90 years, 
beloved wife of the late Eion 
Sutherland and much loved 
mum of Elizabeth and Roberta 
and dear Nana and Great Nana.
Funeral service in Round 
Church Bowmore on Thursday 
7 February 2013 at 11.30am. 
Greatly missed by all.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
DOW – James and family 
would like to thank all relatives 
and friends for their kind 
support following the sad loss of 
Jim. Thanks to the Rev. Adrian 
Fallows for his comforting 
service and to the Rev. Moira 
Herkes for her reading of 
Jim’s eulogy. Thanks to Mike 
McFall and colleagues for their 
compassionate handling of the 
funeral arrangements and also 
to all those who paid their last 
respects to Jim at St. Johns 
Church. The sum of £220 was 
collected for the SSPCA.
LIVINGSTONE – Alistair and 
family would like to thank all 
friends, family and neighbours 
for the many kind expressions 

phone calls received following 
the recent sad passing of Mary.  
Our thanks to local doctors 
and medical staff at Lorn 
and Islands for their care and 
attention of Mary.  Grateful 
thanks to Rev Jeff McCormick 
for a personal and uplifting 
service; to Donald MacDonald 
Funeral Directors for caring 

to the Lochnell Arms Hotel 
for excellent purvey.  Finally 
our thanks to all who attended 
at church and graveside to pay 
their respects.
WHELAN – Margaret. Noreen 
and family would like to 
thank, family and friends for 
their messages of support and 
kindness and £220.50 raised for 
Oban Hospice.  Special thanks 
to Auntie Margaret and Uncle 
Campbell.

MEMORIAMS
CAMERON - Fondest 
memories of dearest Linda, 
died February 5, 2012, much 
loved partner of Alex MacNicol 
(Tottie).
CAMPBELL – David G “The 
Bear”
Taken from me
2/10/60 – 5/2/12
You have been gone for a year
Oh, I have missed you my dear
I miss your hearty laugh and 
little chuckle
When we watched TV and had 
an extra cuddle
Oh, the great times that we had
And not forgetting our two 
boys
Who loved you
And proudly called you 
“DAD”
Miss you honey.
-  Mary.

CAMPBELL – David G ‘The 
Bear’ Campbell.
Dad
2/10/60 – 5/2/12
You left us so sudden,
And not by choice.
We long to phone you,
Just to hear your voice.
As a dad and a friend
You were always there
No matter what our age is
You had a quiet comforting 
word
Or a big hug from our very 
own large BEAR
We’ll miss you always dad
- David and Glenn.
CAMPBELL - Treasured 
memories of David Campbell, 
a dear son who died February 
5, 2012.
It was too soon for you to go
To miss your laugh, your smile
The kindness in your great big 
heart
Miss you my lovely son.
- Mum, Ballachulish.
Treasured memories of when 
we were all together.
- Richard and Elspeth.
CAMPBELL - In loving 
memory of my little brother 
David (The Bear), taken from 
us too early.
 Miss you every day
 Rest in Peace.
- Diana, Mel, Gwen, Lorna and 
Jim.
CAMPBELL - David, brother, 
brother-in-law and uncle (Big 
Ali), who died February 5, 
2012.
Death leaves a heartache
No one can heal
Love leaves a memory
 No one can steal.
- Marina, David, Davina and 
Iona.
CAMPBELL - In loving 
memory of our dear brother, 
brother-in-law and uncle David 
(The Bear), who passed away 
unexpectedly on February 5, 
2012.
Always in our thoughts.
- Kenneth, Marion, Karina and 
families.
GALL - Treasured memories 
of a much loved father Victor, 
who died 20 years ago on 
February 8, 1993.
What ever else in life I do
I never fail to think of you.
- Richard, Linda and family, 
Lochy Bridge.
MACDONALD – In loving 
memory of my dear wife 
Catherine Anne MacKintosh 

Kinlochewe who passed away 
on February 1, 2007. Also 
remembering at this time my 
dear cousin Hugh MacDonald, 
Stronaba Farm, Spean Bridge, 
who passed away on February 
1, 1984.
Not just today but every day
In silence I remember.
- Malcolm MacDonald.
MACDONALD - In loving 
memory and with grateful 
thanks for the life of  Elizabeth 
Ann (Betty) MacDonald, died 
February 6, 2012.
One year has passed since 
Mum was called, to her eternal 
rest,
Now living with her Saviour, 
we know she’s fully blessed
Mum left this earth so swiftly, 
in the blinking of an eye,
She was gone to join our father, 
we’d no time to say goodbye,
But, we really need no special 
day, to bring thoughts of Mum 
to mind. 
For a day we don’t long to have 
a chat, would be very rare to 

Our thoughts so often go to her, 

In life we loved Mum dearly; 
and in death we love her still.
Yet, we know that those who 
mean the most, are never really 
gone.
For in our thoughts and in our 
hearts, their memory still lives 
on
Though Death has left us 
Heartache, which on earth 
won’t ever heal
Their Love has left a Memory, 
which none could ever steal.
No space of time or lapse of 
years, can dim that treasured 
past.
A loving memory keeps it dear 
and affection holds it fast
To us, they haven’t gone away, 
nor have they traveled far,
Just entered God’s eternal home 
and left the door ajar.
That those of us, who must 
remain, till it is our time to go
Can go through life and follow 
the example they did show,

with true servant hearts
Tell the wonder of eternity, 
where we’ll never need to part.
- Sorely, lovingly and 
constantly missed by Wilma, 
Catherine, Nora, Neil, 
Elizabeth, their respective 
spouses, grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren.
MACDONALD - In loving 
memory of my dear husband, 
Lachlan MacDonald, who died 
February 7, 2003.
My thoughts are always with 
you

I know you walk beside me
And when my life is through
I pray that God will take my 
hand
And lead me straight to you
Loved and remembered 
always
- By your loving wife, Ellen 
xxx.

MACDONALD - In loving 
memory of our dear dad, 
Lachlan MacDonald, who died 
February 7, 2003.
Another year has passed
Since that sad day
The dad we loved was called 
away
His life was full of kindly 
deeds
A helping hand to those in need
A pleasant smile
A heart of gold
No better person, this world 
could hold
Loved and remembered 
always.
- Donald, Ellen, John and 
Eleanor.
MACLEAN  - In loving 
memory of our dear mum, 
gran and great-gran, Annag 
MacLean, Kinlochleven, passed 
away February 10, 2011.
Remembered and sadly missed 
every day.
- Ian, Elizabeth and family and 
Roddy, Fiona and family.
MACLEAN - In loving 
memory of my gran, Annag 
MacLean, who sadly passed 
away on February 10, 2011.
Loved and remembered 
always.
- Christina xx.
MACLEAN – Precious 
memories of Ian (Cleansy), a 
much loved son, brother and 
uncle who died February 5, 
2004.
Loved and missed every day.
- Mum, Dad, Ann, Sandra and 
families
MACLEAN – Cleansy (Ian 
McLean) 
Always in our hearts 
Never far from our thoughts
Love always.
- Libby, Pat and family.
MACLEAN – Cherished 
memories of Mary Campbell 
MacLean (née MacDonald), a
darling wife, mother, granny 
and, mother-in-law who died at 
Glenalma on February 8, 2005.
We miss your smile your cheery 
ways
We miss the things you used to 
say
And when old times we do 
recall
It’s then we miss you most of 
all.
- Alistair, Dugald, Arlene, 
Maria, Karma,
Alistair, Susan and Martin.
MACLEAN – In loving 
remembrance of a dear sister, 
sister-in-law and auntie, Mary 
Campbell MacLean, who died 
on February 8, 2005. 
Those we love don’t go away
They walk beside us every day
Unseen, unheard, but very near
Still loved and missed and very 
dear
- Margaret, Archie, Fiona and 
Duncan
MACLEAN – In loving 
memory of a dear sister, auntie 
and grand-auntie Katie died 
January 8, 2010.
We watched you getting tired,
a cure was not to be.
God put his arms around you,
and whispered come with me.
Our Lady Star-of-the-Sea pray 
for her.
Annag and family Oban and 
Glasgow.
MACPHEE - In loving 
memory of our dear parents 
Daisy, who died February 11, 
2011 and Roddy, who died 
September 9, 1992.
Always in our thoughts.
-  Kathleen, Kenneth, Alison 
and Roderick.
MACQUARIE - In loving 
memory of Elizabeth, 
beloved mother, mother-in-
law, grandmother and great 
-grandmother, passed away 
February 5, 2012 and her 
husband Alistair, died March 1, 
1977.
Always in our thoughts.
- Adie and Jessie, Salen, Mull 
and Elma and family Banchory 
and Switzerland.
MENZIES – Treasured 
memories of Hamish, a very 
special husband, dad, father-
in-law and grandpa, who died 
February 10, 2007. 
Always in our thoughts.
- Betty, Elizabeth, David, 
William and Isla.
STEWART - Cherished 
memories of Mena, who died 
February 12, 2002 also Jimmy, 
who died January 6, 2010 and 
James, died December 25, 
1983, also remembering loved 
ones gone before and after.
Forever in our thoughts and in 
our hearts.
- From all the family.
WHITE - Precious memories 
of Russell, a loving husband, 
dad and proud papa, who passed 
away on February 5, 2008.
Close in my heart
Your memory is kept
To love, to cherish and never 
forget.
- Always Hazel x.
Loves you special papa.
- Sophie, Erin and grandson 
Callum. xxx 
WHITE - In loving memory 
of our dear son-in-law Russell, 
who passed away February 5, 
2008.
We feel your warmth around us
Like your presence is so near
We close our eyes to visualise
Your face when you were here.
Love always.
- Mum and Dad, Fort William.
x

WHITE
Phillip and Heidi (née 

Brown), are delighted to 
announce the arrival of their 

daughter, Halle Louise, 
born at Southern General 

Hospital, Glasgow on 
January 29, 2013.

CHURCHES

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 10th February

Sunday before Lent
St John’s Cathedral, Oban

Holy Communion ............... 08.00
Sung Eucharist .................... 10.15
All Age Worship ................. 15.30

Wednesday 13th February
Ash Wednesday

Holy Communion and 
Imposition of Ashes ............ 11.00
Sung Eucharist and Imposition 
of Ashes ............................... 19.00

Thursday 14th February
Morning Prayer and 
Eucharist ............................. 09.30
Followed by Ecumenical 
informal Lent discussion Group

ASSOCIATED 
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church
Sunday 10 February 2013

11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.
Phone-In ‘Worship Link’ 

available
Rev. Archie McPhail

MA, MTh
(01631) 567076

All welcome

MEMORIALS

Dear Friends, 
We are into the second month of 
the year already. 

How time marches on. Does 
it seem to go quicker as we get 
older? 

I cannot answer this question
but wonder how many of my 
generation feel this.

When I visit Oban as a 
representative of the Fishermen’s 
Mission, I remember the port in 
the 1960s and 1970s with the 
Mission building on the Railway 
Pier.

Having stayed overnight one 
time, I remember the mighty 
awakening with a dawn chorus 
of sea gulls and the various 

A talented line-up of musicians thrilled a full house at Oban’s Masonic Halls on Saturday, 
spearheaded by Mòd silver medallist Robert Robertson. The young Fort William singer 

demonstrated his abilities in fine fashion at Comunn Gàidhealach an Òbain’s sell-out buffet ceilidh. 
Pictured ahead of performing at the ceilidh are, from left, master of ceremonies Eric Smith, Riona 

MacCormack, Robert, box player Alasdair MacDonald and singer Freddie MacKenzie. t06ceilidh01

Thought for the Week
trains. The happiest memories 
are, of course, the Sunday night 
cap where people gathered 
from most local churches and 
there was a great feeling of 
fellowship. 

Christians from all 
denominations gathering to hear 
the Word of God, singing and 
praying to Almighty God.

All over our land this night 
cap in our Missions was an 
important meeting for so many 

Sadly, like most charities, 
the Fishermens Mission is 
struggling to keep its head above 

to be taken mainly to close the 

was rapidly changing. Most 

crew facilities. 
The staff have a bigger role to 

play in ever increasing welfare 

and ‘to be there’.

still have the support of the 
‘Mission Mannie’.

Pray for all who miss the 

fellowship with other Christians, 
that all people would remember 
that all the great battles are won 
at the throne of grace.

Keep on praying. 
Matthew M Ramsay.

Talented line-up of musicians hit 
all the right notes at Oban ceilidh

AN OBAN woman is planning to spend her retire-

Friday at the Lorn Resource Centre.
Community social worker Caroline Silkowski 

came to Argyll and Bute from Glasgow in 1991 
and has become local area co-ordinator for learn-
ing disability services, helping to create the Oban 
Sensory Garden.

The former council employee said she had 
enjoyed every minute of her work, adding: ‘The 
best part of the job was supporting individuals 

with learning disabilities and helping them to live 
a more purposeful lifestyle.

‘I can honestly say there was not one part of the 
job I found boring.’

Caroline and her husband Brian will soon 
be travelling to Thailand and Australia for an 
extended holiday.

Former colleague Margaret Batty said: ‘She is 
great fun but absolutely dedicated, so she will be 
missed here.

‘She made a huge impact on many lives.’

Caroline Silkowski is presented with an Argyll and Bute Council quaich and a bouquet on her 
retirement. 15_t06caroline01

Popular Oban community social 
worker retires to travel the world 

CHILDREN at Achaleven 
Primary School in Connel learnt 
all about renewable energy and 
recycling when Kirsty Jackson-
Stark from ALI Energy came to 
visit.

The children had great fun 
learning how energy can be 
produced using water, wind, the 

sun and even how our movement 
creates energy.

Kirsty told the children a story 
about little penguins and how 
worried they were about their 
world getting smaller.  

The school pupils said they 
were going to try and remember 
to use less energy, recycle when 

Pupils get busy sorting and filling their can bank. 

they could, shut doors, switch 
off lights and the television.

Recycling is one of the school’s 
eco topics.

After Kirsty’s presentation, the 
pupils showed her the school’s 
can bank that they had designed 
and made as part of their eco-
group activity on recycling.

PORT Ellen Primary School had 
a special guest for their annual 
Burns Lunch and Ceilidh. 

Argyll and Bute MSP Michael 
Russell, Cabinet Secretary for 
Education and Lifelong Learn-
ing, joined pupils, guests and 
staff at the Islay school for a 
delicious traditional three course 
Burns lunch, including haggis, 

neeps and tatties, prepared by 
Mrs Holyoake and Miss Brown.
The haggis was ceremoniously 
piped in by Nigel Morris, pipe 
major of Islay Pipe Band. Then 
the primary six and sevens 

-
dress to the Haggis. Mr Russell 
recited the second verse while 
cutting the haggis with a sgian 

dubh. In the afternoon family 
and friends came to school for 
a Burns Ceilidh. The children 
were the stars of the show, 
entertaining guests with recita-
tions of Scots poems, dancing, 

playing and everyone took to the 

Barn Dances and reels.

School spotlight on renewable energy

Special guest at Port Ellen Burns Supper
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LAST WEEK’S SHINTY 
BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£1250

I enclose £1 for 20 crosses (tick box) The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, 
but you may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to 
abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this 
coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

Name ........................................................................

Address ....................................................................

 ..................................................................................

 ....................................Tel No. ..................................

Spot theSHINTY BALL

This week's nearest the ball 
winners, who each receive 

£25 are:

J Smith
Achnafearna, Taynuilt 

C Pearson
Breadalbane Street, Oban

Please
tape your 

£1 coin 
here

Competition

All you have to do
We have removed the shinty ball from the 
photograph opposite.  Now look carefully at the 
position of the players and use your skill and 
judgement to place a cross at the exact point 
where you think the centre of the ball was.  You 
may have a maximum of 20 attempts on this 
coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must 
enter on separate coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will 
increase by £50 per week until it is won outright.  To 
win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must be in 
the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap 
the entry will be void. 

If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ 
prizes of £25 will be awarded.  When the jackpot is 
won, no other prizes will be awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your 
entry plus £1 per 20 attempts into a sealed 
envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head 

 by the same time.  
Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which 

are delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting 
cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.

The Company’s decision is final on all 
matters relating to the competition and no 

decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, 

the jackpot will be shared equally between all 
winning entries. Any decision regarding the  
awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.

The Company reserves the right to declare the 
competition null and void at any time, subject to 
its discretion and to make full refund of the price 
of the coupon to any person who has entered 
the competition at that time.

Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their 
immediate relatives and any person otherwise 
connected with the competition are ineligible to enter.

FIVE Oban High School pupils will make 
up a quarter of the Scottish squad that will 
compete at the World Schools Orienteering 
Championship in the Algarve region of 
Portugal between April 15 - 20.

Callum Hunter, Tom Lines, Roanne Lil-
ley and Emma Baird, all aged 13 and from 
Taynuilt, will be joined by Oban’s Jamie 
Peden, aged 14, in the 20-strong under-14 
team.

Fundraisers
The youngsters are all members of the Ar-

gyll-based Lock Eck Orienteers (EckO) and 
have organised sponsorship and a series of 
fundraisers throughout the past few months 
to fund their trip.

Although Callum, Tom and Roanne are 
already members of the Scottish junior 

admits this international schools event will 

Oban High School pupils, from left, Callum Hunter, Tom Lines, Roanne Lilley, Emma 
Baird and Jamie Peden will make up a quarter of the Scottish Schools squad. 15_t06orient01

career so far.
Roanne said: ‘The terrain is going to be 

used to running in the heat of the Algarve 
– the Scottish trials to select the team were 
run at Pitlochry in snow!’

The pupils expressed gratitude for the 
support and sponsorship from: Taynuilt 
Community Council, Oban High School, 
Taynuilt Medical Practice, Argyll and Bute 
Trust, RCS Cycles (Taynuilt), EckO, Oban 
Rotary Club and Neil McGougan Builders.

Orienteering is an outdoor adventure 
sport that involves running over a mixed 
terrain whilst navigating around a course 
using a detailed map and compass.

Oban High School pupils to compete
in World Orienteering Championships

Comfortable wins 
for the top two

REPORT BY 
STEPHEN NORRIS

snorris@obantimes.co.uk

FOOTBALL

INDOOR FOOTBALL

Alleycats still lead 
despite 5-0 defeat

TEN PIN BOWLING

SOUTH Skye won the Ewen 
Morrision Memorial Cup with 
a narrow 1-0 win over their 
northern counterparts in Portree 
on Saturday.

Neither side was able to create 
any clear cut chances in the 

the game came with 16 minutes 
remaining when North full-back 
David Grant inadvertently 
kicked the ball into his own net 
under pressure.

Both sides had chances to 
score before the end but South 
held out to win the trophy.

Aird to take on Fort William 
in a pre-season friendly this 
Saturday.  

STRONTIAN-based Loch Su-
nart Bowmen (LSB) have been 

Target And Field Archery 
Association (STAFFA) indoor 
championships.

The March 24 event in the 
Sunart Centre will see at least 
six clubs compete for honours.

The host club, Garrison 
Bowmen from Fort William 
and Kinlochleven-based South 
Lochaber Bowmen will all take 
part, together with three or four 
clubs from central Scotland.

The championships will be 
held annually, with venues al-
ternating between the north and 
the south. Garrison Bowmen in 
Fort William will host the 2015 
event.

STAFAA announced they were 
bringing the event to Strontian 
to LSB members and committee 
last week.

LSB secretary Heather Hain-
ing told The Oban Times: ‘We 
are absolutely delighted to be 
chosen to host the champioships. 
It’s great for the sport locally.

‘I think it will be good for the 
local economy as well because 
I would imagine quite a lot of 
people will need to stay over the 
night before. But we have a lot 
of work to do between now and 
then.’

Around 20 archers attend 
LSB indoor shoots in the Sunart 
Centre every second Sunday af-
ternoon from 2pm to 4pm. The 
next shoot is on February 10.

Ms Haining said: ‘I can 

FORT WILLIAM will escape 
from bottom spot in the High-
land League – if they can win 
at fellow strugglers Rothes on 
Saturday.

The Claggan Park men slumped 

LOCHABER Leisure and 
Achintore FC remain tied at 
the top of the Ali Young Indoor 
Premier League after both sides 
picked up comfortable wins at 
the Nevis Centre on Sunday 
night.

Lochaber defeated AA Young 
3-0, while Achintore were 4-0 
winners against HWEnergy No 
Stars.

The Goon Squad moved two 
points ahead of Ballachulish in 
the race for third with a 3-1 win 
against the south Lochaber side, 
while Caol FC beat All Blacks 
6-4.

The night’s other game saw 
Old Codgers pick up their 
fourth win of the season, 
beating Portowcy 4-2. 

ALLEYCATS lead the scratch 
division of the Lochaber Build-
ing Supplies 10 pin bowling 
leagues at the Nevis Centre 
after eight weeks of play.

Seven points back in second 
place are Council on 31 points 
with Splitheads in third place 
with 24 points. 

Despite losing 5-0 to 
Splitheads, Alleycats still lead 
the handicap division with 28 
points. Ardtoe/Nevis Radio 
are second on 24 points whilst 
Council are two points further 
back in third.

The top individual games 
this week came from Frank 
Sweeney of Council with 174 
scratch, 238 handicap. The top 
two game scratch series came 
from Pam Weller of Alleycats 
with 326. Frank Sweeney also 
had the top two game handicap 
series with 413.

Top team games of the week 
were 590 scratch and 797 
handicap by Council. The best 
scratch two game team series 
was 1,112 from Alleycats whilst 
the best handicap two game 
series was 1,494 from British 
Legion Scotland.

The top individual scratch 
averages are held by Tony 
Whitelocke, Alleycats, with 169, 
followed by his team mate Pam 
Weller on 156 and Rossamy 
Wareing of Ardtoe/Nevis Radio 
on 148.

SHINTY

South Skye win 
Ewen Morrison Cup

Turriff midfielder Paul Young can’t stop Andy Ma-
cLean firing in a dangerous cross 20_f06footie01

Shot-shy Fort need to start finding
the back of the net

have come this far with out the 
support of STAFFA and their 
coaches.’

The STAFAA was set up in 
April last year with the help 
of South Lochaber Bowmen, 
Garrison Bowmen and several 
national coaches with world and 
european champions. 

The indoor season runs from 
October to March, when the 
emphasis switches to outdoor 

South Lochaber Bowmen will 
host the 2014 Field Archery 
Championships at their range 
in the forest above Ballachulish, 
Garrison Bowmen are develop-
ing their own outdoor archery 
course at Nevis Range and Loch 
Sunart Bowmen are looking at 

range.
SLB coaches David Todd and 

Dubh Irbhinn became Level 2 
and area coaches in October 
2012.

Mr Irbhinn told The Oban 
Times: ‘This will enable us to 
take archery to the next level. 
The future of the sport in the 
West Highlands looks very 
promising.’

Phil Sutherland of West Lo-
thian Archers (WLA), who will 
compete at Strontian, came sec-
ond at the World Field Archery 
Championships in Argentina 
last October last year.

ARCHERY

Sunart Bowmen to host 
indoor championships

to a disappointing 0-2 home de-
feat against Turriff last weekend 
but Rothes crashed 7-0 at Huntly 
- so three points should not be 

Cutting edge

net – and with only 10 goals 
from 17 games so far shot-shy 

edge missing for much of this 
season.

Manager Danny Conlon will 
again have a thin sqaud at his dis-
posal, but Sean Grant is likely to 
make his return although striker 
Davie Forbes could be absent 
through work commitments.

Conlon was under no illu-
sions about just how important 
Saturday’s clash will be in terms 
of morale.

Conlon told The Oban Times: 
‘We beat Rothes up there last 
season but they beat us here 
earlier this season and that was 
one of those games I was really 
disappointed with.

‘All the players know that this 
is a game we should be looking 
at least not to lose, whereas win-
ning would be massive for us.’

At 0-0 at half-time on Saturday 
Fort had every chance - and were 
unlucky to have a penalty claim 
waved away on 16 minutes when 
Michael Gillespie was pushed in 
the box.

A brilliant 25-yard volley from 
sub Stephen Gauld and a Mike 
McKenzie strike was enough to 
seal the points for the visitors.

Chances for the Fort were few 

save from Coutts to deny Davie 
Forbes before the break.

Gary Farquhar almost cut the 

header was cleared off the line.  
Despite the loss, Conlon 

declared himself ‘quite pleased’ 

with the performance.
He said: ‘I felt we more than 

matched them for an hour but 
once they scored we never really 
looked like getting back into it.’ 

Turriff player manager Mark Simpson rises above 
Davie Forbes to head clear 20_f06footie02

Follow us on 

facebook

FORT WILLIAM-based Loch-

ever afternoon show proved a 
big hit as local fans packed out 
the Ben Nevis Hotel on Sunday.

MP Charles Kennedy opened 
the 13-bout show featuring box-
ers aged 16 and under, with eight 
from the local club on the bill.

Robert Stewart MacDonald, 
aged 11, made his debut against 
Doon Valley’s Jamie Scully an 
despite bossing the bout in the 
last round lost out on the score-
cards by a single point.

Ten year-old Cameron Whyte 
took on the older Logan MacKay 
from Inverness ABC in a non-
judged skills bout, which saw the 
Lochaber lad make a promising 
start to his boxing career.

Next local on display 11 year-
old Dan Nixon, also making his 
debut, against Liam Laird from 

Cameron Whyte lands a counter in his skills 
bout againstLogan MacKay 20_f06box06

James Aitchison on his way to victory against 
Eddie Copland. 20_f06box01

Chris Bradley, left, fought a skills bout against 
Jamie Smith 20_f06box02

Robbie Hall in action against Connor Mac-
Kenzie 20_f06box04

Dan Nixon goes on the front foot in his unanimous win against Liam Laird  20_f06box05

Inverness ABC. Dan has been 
training very hard for such a 
young boy and dominated the 
scorecards to earn a well-de-
served unanimous decision.

Kein Johnstone, 11, scored a 

Baird from Kincorth ABC, 
despite his opponent being 18 
months older, and is another 
showing great promise.

Old adversary
Thirteen year-old Kevin 

Aitchison faced old adversary 
Grant Bailey of Inverness ABC 
but the usually fast-handed 
Lochaber boy had an off day and 
a despite a storming late rally 
Bailey took the bout.

Against Connor McKenzie 
from Kincorth ABC local boy 
Robbie Hall, 13, landed some 

split decision. 

Chris Bradley, 16, had to make 
do with a skills contest against 
Jamie Smith from Granite City 
ABC, two weight divisions 
above Chris and both showed 
showed why boxing is more than 
just landing punches.

Top of the bill was 15 year-old 
James Aitchison who boxed Ed-
die Copland from Granite City 
ABC. 

James showed just why he 
is a former Scottish champion 
with an outstanding display of 
skill, determination, power and 
defensive nous. 

Facing an opponent who was 
taller and possesed a longer 
reach Aitchison dominated the 
entire contest from the centre 
of the ring and there was only 
going to be one winner. His 
performance was the icing on 
the cake for the local club.

Boxing show 
is a big hit
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SHINTY

Saturday 9th February
Glenorchy v Lovat – The Mart 
Park – 2.00pm throw up
Oban Celtic v Strathglass 

Glenurquhart v Boleskine 

Caberfeidh v Kingussie – Castle 

Fort William
Newtonmore 2nds v Strathspey 

1.30pm
Skye 2nds v Inverness – Pairc 

Ballachulish v Kilmallie 2nds 

Kilmallie v Kinlochshiel 

Beauly v Glenurquhart – Venue 
TBC
Saturday 16th February

-
quhart v Strathglass – Blairbeg 

Macgruer Memorial Cup 
– Present team v  Veterans 

Beauly v Kingussie – Braeview 

George Michie Memorial 
Trophy – Skye v Newtonmore 

Lewis Camanachd v Skye 

Caberfeidh v Newtonmore 2nds 

BSW Cup – Kilmallie v 

Strathspey v Kingussie 2nds 

Saturday 23rd February
Glengarry v Glenorchy 
– Invergarry
Murdo MacKenzie Cup 
– Strathglass v Ballachulish 
– Cannich
Boleskine Challenge Cup 
– Boleskine v Strathspey 

Kingussie Festival Cup 
– Kingussie v Kilmallie – The 

Thomas Ferguson Memorial 
Trophy – Skye v Lovat – Pairc 

– Newtonmore v Glenurquhart 

– 1.30pm throw-up

Pre-season
friendlies

-

Meeting.  The AJG Parcels Celtic Cup draw was made earlier in 
the week and is listed below with the outcome of the other draws.
MacTavish Cup
1st Round – 30 March
Inverness v Lovat
Skye v Kingussie
Beauly v Strathglass
Newtonmore v Fort William
Caberfeidh v Kinlochshiel

Quarter Final – 20 April
Newtonmore/Fort William v Skye/Kingussie
Kilmallie v Beauly/Strathglass
Lochaber v Inverness/Lovat
Glenurquhart v Caberfeidh/Kinlochshiel
Semi- Final – 18 May
Glenurquhart/Caberfeidh/Kinlochshiel v Newtonmore/Fort 
William/Skye/Kingussie
Lochabe/Inverness/Lovat v Kilmallie/Beauly/Strathglass

AJG Parcels Celtic Cup
1st Round – 30 March
Aberdour v Strachur
Glenorchy v Oban Celtic
Glasgow Mid Argyll v Kilmory
Quarter Final – 20 April
Inveraray v Aberdour / Strachur
Glenorchy / Oban Celtic v Oban Camanachd
Bute v Glasgow Mid Argyll / Kilmory
Taynuilt v Kyles Athletic                          
Semi Final – 18 May
Inveraray/Aberdour/Strachur v Glenorchy/Oban Celtic/Oban 
Camanachd

Bute/Glasgow Mid Argyll/Kilmory v Taynuilt/Kyles Athletic

Balliemore Cup
1st Round – 14 April
Skye v Inverness
Strathglass v Caberfeidh
Strachur v Kilmory
Oban Celtic v Bute
Taynuilt v GMA

Quarter Final – 25 May
Skye/Inverness v Kilmallie
Oban Celtic/Bute v Strachur/Kilmory
Strathglass/Cabefeidh v Glenorchy
Beauly v Taynuilt/GMA
Semi-Final – 22 June

Kilmory
Skye/Inverness/Kilmallie v Beauly/Taynuilt/GMA

Sutherland Cup 
1st Round – 6 April
Tayforth v Glenurquhart
Col Glen v SCOTS

Glengarry v Strathspey
Ardnamurchan v Strathglass
Inverness v Lovat
Kyles Athletic v Caberfeidh
Ballachulish v Kinlochshiel
Inveraray v GMA
Kingussie v Aberdeen Uni
Boleskine v Newtonmore
Beauly v Bute
Lochaber v Skye

Lochcarron v Lochbroom
Bye – Kilmallie and Fort William
2nd Round – 27 April
Boleskine/Newtonmore v Kyles/Caberfeidh.
Fort William v Tayforth/Glenurquhart.
Kingussie/Aberdeen Uni v Ballachulish/Kinlochshiel
Beauly/Bute v Inverness/Lovat
Glengarry/Strathspey v Ardnamnurchan/Strathglass
Inveraray/GMA v Lochcarron/Lochbroom
Kilmallie v Lochaber/Skye

Quarter Final – 25 May
Beauly/Bute/Inverness/Lovat v Boleskine/Newtonmore/Kyles/
Caberfeidh.
Inveraray/GMA/Lochcarron/Lochbroom v Glengarry/Strathglass/
Ardnamurchan/Strathspey.
Col Glen/Lochside/Oban Celtic/SCOTS v Fort William/Tayforth/
Glenurquhart.
Kingussie/Aberdeen Uni/Ballachulish/Kinlochshiel v Kilmal-
lie/Lochaber/Skye.
Semi-Final – 22 June
Inveraray/GMA/Lochcarron/Lochbroom/Glengarry/Strath-
glass/Ardnamurchan/Strathspey v Col Glen/Lochside/Oban 
Celtic/SCOTS/Fort William/Tayforth/Glenurquhart.
Kingussie/Aberdeen Uni/Ballachulish/Kinlochshiel v Kilmallie/
Lochaber/Skye v Beauly/Bute/Inverness/Lovat v Boleskine/New-
tonmore/Kyles/Caberfeidh.

Strathdearn Cup
1st Round – 21 April
Aberdeen Uni v Kilmallie
Fort William v Lochaber
2nd Round – 12 May
Lovat v Caberfeidh
Aberdeen Uni/Kilmallie v Skye

Fort William/Lochaber v Lochcarron
Lochbroom v Beauly
Glengarry v Inverness
Strathglass v Kinlochshiel
Glenurquhart v Kingussie
Newtonmore v Boleskine
Quarter Final – 29 June
Strathglass/Kinlochshiel v Glengarry/Inverness
Lochbroom/Beauly v Fort William/Lochaber/Lochcarron
Aberdeen Uni/Kilmallie/Skye v Newtonmore/Boleskine
Lovat/Caberfeidh v Glenurquhart/Kingussie
Semi-Final – 20 July
Lovat/Caberfeidh/Glenurquhart/Kingussie v Aberdeen Uni/
Kilmallie/Skye/Newtonmore/Boleskine.
Strathglass/Kinlochshie/Glengarry/Invernessl v Lochbroom/
Beauly/Fort William/Lochaber/Lochcarron.

Bullough Cup
1st Round – 18 May
Bute v Col Glen
Oban Celtic v Aberdour
Inveraray v GMA

Tayforth v English Shinty Association

Quarter Final – 15 June
Tayforth/English Shinty Association v Ardnamurchan/Lochside 

SCOTS v Bute/Col Glen
Kyles Athletic v Inveraray/GMA
Ballachulish v Oban Celtic/Aberdour
Semi-Final – 20 July
Tayforth/English Shinty Association/Ardnamurchan/Lochside 

SCOTS/Bute/Col Glen v Kyles Athletic/Inveraray/GMA

2013 Shinty Cup Draws:

Glenorchy seek
first team coach

Inverness fist team took on Newtonmore 2nds in a pre-season friendly at the Bught Park, Inverness last Saturday with the youngsters 
from Newtonmore winning 4-1. Our picture shows Dougie Rankin ex-Ballachulish taking on Newtonmore’s Owen Fraser. 

Photo: Donald Cameron.

Camanachd Association chieftain Jack Turner, left and honorary member Mary Anne Henton from 
Lovat making the cup draws in Fort William on Friday night. Shinty development officer Russell 

Jones, centre, announced the pairings. 20_f06shintydraw01

Glenorchy 4-0 at An Aird 
on Saturday in a pre-season 
friendly to wipe out memories 

0-3 home defeat to Oban Cama-
nachd.

a Jack Fraser strike earned his 
side a 1-0 half time lead but after 
the break Fort found more of a 
rhythm.

the game beyond doubt before 
15 year-old Alexander MacMil-
lan – who had already played for 
the second team in the 4-3 win 
over Lochaber earlier in the day 
- came on as substitute to notch 
the fourth.

was generally pleased with the 
improved showing.

He told The Oban Times:
‘Glenorchy were a decent team 
but there was a big improvement 
from last week. 

‘We had one or two players 
back from the Oban game and 
that certainly made a difference. 
But I know we will face stronger 
challenges as the season goes 

earned bragging rights over 
local rivals Lochaber with a 
hard-fought 4-3 victory in a 
pre-season friendly at An Aird 
on Saturday.

Cheered on by a strong Spean 

carved out a 2-1 advantage at 
the break with Stuart Matheson 
scoring either side of Graham 

home team came on to a game 
and deservedly equalised when 
Scott Knox scored from close 
range.

66 minutes before a goalkeeping 

Toal to nip in to make it 3-3.
But it was the Fort who had the 

th

minute winner.
Fort’s Josh McGhee and Lochaber’s Brennan MacDonald battle 

for possession. 20_f06shinty01

Hard-fought
win for Fort

Ryan Campbell looks to flick away a pass under pressure from Scott McKillop. 20_f06shinty03

Glenorchy lose out to Fort William at An Aird

is coming to Cowal.

the Glasgow Celtic Society have decided to take their showpiece cup 

in the sport – is set to be played at Strachurmore Sports Centre on 
June 29.

-

Inveraray.
It has been played outwith the city of Glasgow on just four previ-

The decision to come to Strachurmore Sports Centre once again 

with good car parking availability.

were most impressed with the efforts made by local people to stage 

-

back to Strachur

are currently searching for a 

upcoming 2013 season.
The forthcoming season 

progression both on and off the 

Candidates are asked to 
express their interest with 

Controversial 
reconstruction
meets with 
mixed reponse
‘I am confident that this is the 
right option to take forward
for the 2014 season’

-
struction of shinty leagues from 
next season has met with a mixed 
response from clubs.

The Camanachd Association 
unveiled the new setup at their 
AGM at the Ben Nevis Hotel in 
Fort William before around 50 
club representatives on Friday 
night.

From 2014 the Orion Group 
Premiership will be reduced 
from 10 teams to eight. Below 

will be created.
The new division will comprise 

the bottom two Premiership 
teams and the top three from 

season.
Subsequent years will see Na-

relegated. 
One team will be go down from 

with a playoff held between the 
winners of those two divisions 
for a place in the national league. 
The lowers divisions will remain 
as they are. 

Lochaber manager Michael 

hinder the development of young 
players.

not great to only have eight 
teams in the Premiership. Every 
game is going to be so impor-

for new teams to settle into the 

players through and develop 

option would see the 10-team 

One underneath comprising of 
the top four teams from north 
and south division one.

going to be discussed on Friday. 

of people in favour of a league 

100 per cent
Ballachulish chairman Iain 

‘We are certainly in favour 

sure about reducing the size of 

the national league is our main 
priority.

‘When we had a national league 
before it was very competitive 
and the standard of shinty was 

Glenorchy Camanachd 

the changes would boost the 
prospects of south shinty ‘across 

His club dominated South 

be relegated from the premier 
league without winning a game 

standard too great.
He said: ‘From the viewpoint of 

south shinty I think the changes 

‘It will allow us to to play 
against a higher standard of 

the standard in the south.
‘It will also be a better buffer 

between the regional leagues 
and the premier league and will 
hopefully make teams better 
equipped for the step up.

One was only going to become 

out year on year and others 
refusing to be promoted.

‘These changes can only boost 
excitement and competitiveness 

Oban Camanachd manager 
Gussie Campbell said: ‘With 
the greatest respect to teams in 

teams who are relegated from 
the premier league. 

I agree with the idea of a 

Caberfeidh in there.
‘Teams that get out of that 

league will be better equipped 
to succeed in the premier league 
than the teams coming out of 
the north and south regional 

The Camanachd Association 
said the changes would shorten 
the Premiership season and in-
troduce stronger competition in 

this is the right option to take 
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LAST Saturday’s results:  Scot-
tish Amateur Cup, 5th round 
- Burntisland v Oban Saints, 
postponed; Premier Division 2 
- Campbeltown Pupils 7, Port 
Glasgow OBU 0; Division 1A 
- Tarbert 1, East Kilbride 2; 
Division 1B Millerston Thistle 
v Lochgilphead Red Star, 
postponed.

-
tish Amateur Cup, 5th round 
- Oban Saints v Burntisland; 
Jimmy Marshall Cup, 2nd 
round - Centre v Campbeltown 
Pupils; Division 1A - Tarbert 
v Dunoon Athletic; Division 
1B - Lochgilphead Red Star v 
Millerston Thistle.   

Weather
Thursday Light rain
 Winds light southerly
 Temperatures 3C to 4ºC

Friday Light rain
 Winds moderate, north westerly
 Temperatures 2ºC to 6ºC.

Weekend Cloudy
Outlook Winds light south easterly
 Temperatures 2ºC to 5ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig +0.25

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, February 7, 2013
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date   am    pm
Thur  03.27 3.4 09.21 1.3 16.01      3.4        21.56     1.2  
Fri  04.29 3.7 10.26 1.0 16.47      3.6        22.49     0.9
Sat  05.03 4.0 11.18 0.8 17.24      3.8        23.35      0.6
Sun  05.42 4.2 12.02 0.6 17.59      3.9         **.**       *.*
Mon  00.18 0.5 06.19 4.3 12.44 0.6         18.33    4.0
Tues  00.59 0.4 06.56 4.3 13.23 0.6 19.07     4.0
Wed  01.39 0.5 07.31 4.2 13.59 0.7 19.39      3.9
 Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

5

6

FRIDAY

The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with
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YOUTH FOOTBALL

Oban Saints youths 
results and fixtures 

THE Fosters Scottish Amateur 
Cup 5th round tie between 
Burntisland United and Oban 
Saints due to be played at Myers 
Park, Kinghorn, was called off 
for the third Saturday in a row 
when an inspection found the 
pitch to be unplayable.

Scottish Amateur Cup George 
Watson has decided that the 
Fife team have had plenty of 
opportunities to get the game 
played and have failed to take 
them, so he has decided that the 
game should be transferred to 
Oban. 
The match will now take place 

at Glencruitten this Saturday 
with a 2pm kick-off with referee 
John Scott in charge. 
Manager Iain Jackson should 

have a full squad to choose 
from for this important cup tie.
The winners of the game have 

been drawn at home in the last 
32 of the national competition 
against top Caledonian League 
team Cambusbarron Rovers 
with the game scheduled to take 
place on Saturday, February 16.

FOOTBALL

Scottish Cup tie 
transferred to Oban

FOOTBALL

Argyll boys star for 
Dumbarton youths 
in win over Celtic

GOLF

LAST weekend’s results: 
Under 13s v Renton, postponed; 
Under 14s 5, Helensburgh 0. 
On target for Saints were Jay 
Cooper, Hector MacDonald 
(2), Evan MacLellan and Liam 
Higgins. Goldenhill v Under 
15s, postponed; Kilpatrick 2, 
Under 16s 0.

13s no game; Riverside v Under 
14s; Under 15s no game; Under 
16s no game.

RESULTS from the Isle of 
Colonsay Golf Club Winter 
League, Sunday 3 February: 1 
David Bell, 51 gross, 34 nett; 
2 David Binnie, 48, 36; 3 Scott 
Weatherstone, 47, 40.
FEBRUARY Medal Played 
on Sunday 3 February at Islay 
Golf Club:  1 Lachlan Gairns 81 
Less 11 net 70; 2 John Ferguson 
83 Less 12 net 71; 3 Keith 
MacDonald  80 Less 7  net  73. 
Css 72.

MENS 9 hole February medal: 
1 John Wilshire 40-10-30; 2 
Mike Campbell 43-10-33; 3 Tom 
Nunn 42-07-35.

Junior 9-hole February Medal: 
1 Scott Paterson 48-14-34; 2 
William MacCrone 44-03-41; 3 
Ross MacCrone 50-07-43.

February medal at 
Tobermory GC

RESULTS: Claredon 5, Lancas-
ter ‘A’ 5; Kelvin 5, Lochavullin 
5; Lochnell 3,Markie Dans ‘A’ 
7; Markie Dans ‘B’ 7, Gluepot 
3; Lancaster B 3, Cellar 7.

‘A’ v Cellar; Lochavullin v 
Lancaster ‘A’
Teams                              Pts
Markie Dans A        21
Cellar         20
Lancaster B        17
Lancaster A        16
Lochavullin        11
Lochnell         11
Markie Dans B         8
Claredon          8
Kelvin          5
Gluepot          3

Cup semi-finals 
this Thursday

North Connel Bowling Club held its open doubles 
competition on January 26.There was an excellent 
entry with 26 pairs competing. The final was con-
tested by Hughie MacLeod and Mike Kelly against 
Neil MacCorkindale and Alasdair Dickie, pictured, 
with the latter playing superb bowls to win the cup 
on the night.

A LARGE crowd at Glencruitten 
helped roar Oban Lorne into the 
RBS West Regional Final with 
a hard-fought 18-0 win against 
Paisley.

The Green Machine came into 
-

lowing their derby win against 
Mull the previous week and 
among a strong squad of players 

Pender, who started at outside 
centre.

Just as it had done in Gar-
mony last week, the Oban pack 
dominated the scrums with its 
combined weight of 154 stones, 
an average of more than 19 stone 
per player. 

Valuable
Despite some basic handling 

errors, Oban soon found 
themselves with a penalty on 20 
minutes, within kicking range. 
Up stepped Craig Wright to send 
the ball through the posts to give 
The Green Machine a valuable 
three-point lead.

Paisley’s attempts to regain 
momentum stuttered due to 
some poor handling and frayed 

Oban Lorne heavyweight Tommy Sutherland crashes through a Paisley tackler.
Photo: Stephen Lawson

tempers. This helped Oban to up 
the tempo, giving the home team 
a chance to take control.

An unbelievable rolling maul 
from a lineout pushed Paisley 
back almost 20 metres and 
Craig Wright slotted a resulting 
penalty to make it Oban Lorne 
6-0 Paisley.

Oban started the second half 

Craig Wright, who succumbed 
to a serious calf injury. Craig’s 

as his replacement.
Within minutes of the second 

half starting, Paisley found 
themselves desperately defend-

as the Oban scrum continued its 
pressure.

Despite a valiant effort from 
the Paisley pack, Corrie Louw 
powered over the line for the 

the conversion sailed narrowly 
wide, the lead now grew to 11 
points.

The frustrations of the visit-
ing team were growing and the 
referee was forced to sin bin the 

dangerous late tackle on Oban 

The 14 remaining men from 
Paisley couldn’t keep up their 
strong stand for long, and lost 
the ball at their own scrum 
within reaching distance of their 
own try line.

Terrorised 

players’ legs, Cameron Smith 
picked up and touched down for 
a try. It was just reward for Cam-
eron, who alongside twin brother 
Struan had terrorised Paisley 
all day with bone-shuddering 
tackles and darting breaks.

A successful conversion from 
scrum half Fergus Matheson 
made it 18-0 to the home team. 

the West Regional Bowl against 
the winner of the Loch Lomond 

a home league game against 
Uddingston on February 16 and 
club president Dee Bradbury 
said she was keen to replicate last 
Saturday’s big home support.

Paisley are 
no match for 
Oban Lorne 
heavyweights

West of Scotland League
Crown Park 2

Taynuilt Amateurs 3
A WEAKENED Taynuilt 
returned home from Denistoun 
with three points - but without 
the heroics of stand-in goal-
keeper Craig Maitland they may 
have struggled to even draw the 
match.

A common grievance to new 

a lack of players to pick from, 

and this week was no different.
The manager had to name 

himself among the substitutes 
to provide cover for a makeshift 
starting 11.

Although Crown Park have 
failed to win a league match this 
season, Taynuilt have suffered 
from a woeful away record and a 

Man of the match Maitland was 
in sparkling form throughout 
the 90 minutes but he could do 

The Taynuilt defence seemed to 
still be half asleep from the bus 
journey, as the Crown Park for-
ward strolled in from the right 
hand side to slot under the young 
’keeper, who vented his anger at 
statuesque stoppers.

Taynuilt’s main threats were 
from corner kicks, with train-
ing ground set pieces causing 
all sorts of problems and it was 
from a Scott Maitland corner 
that Martin Bonar headed home 
an equaliser on the stroke of half 

time. Taynuilt were a different 
team in the second half, as they 
began to dominate, but it was 
Crown Park who regained the 
lead, scoring against the run 
of play from a set piece, and 
Taynuilt avoided going further 
behind when Maitland produced 
a wonder save, adjusting his bal-

that he had no right to save. 

moment, as minutes later Kris 

kick and with, minutes to go, 

Gillies turned provider to slip a 

the ball into the corner to secure 
the victory.

Despite the win, manager 

think that because we won, the 
performance was acceptable. 

‘However, we will go over 
everything at training and on the 
positive side, they took on board 
what I said at half time and I got 
a reaction.’

FOOTBALL

A HIGHLAND dancer has 
swapped her high cuts for high 
kicks to win a national karate 
championship.

Oban’s Amy Campbell took 

Kyokushin karate competition 
on Saturday in the novice 
lightweight category of the Scot-
tish Open Knockdown Karate 
tournament.

But the 19 year old, who has 
been a Highland dancer since 
the age of three, fought off all the 
competition to win the national 
title at Glasgow Caledonian 
University.

Celebrate
The sports science student 

at Stirling University told The 
Oban Times: ‘On the Saturday 
night we went out to celebrate 
and everyone was congratulat-
ing me on becoming a Scottish 
champion but that just feels so 
surreal and it’s still sinking in. 
I keep asking myself if it really 
happened.

‘I only went into the com-

because I had been training hard 
over Christmas but it was a bril-

Amy dances for joy as she
lifts Scottish
karate title

Scottish champion Amy Campbell. 

liant feeling to have won.’ 
Future opponents will underes-

timate the mild-mannered High-
land dancer at their peril. No 
stranger to combat – big brother 

believes her dancing training 

I had already been dancing for 
years, so my high kicks were 
always good,’ said the Senshi Do 
Oban member.

‘Dancing also gives you good 
leg muscles, so it has helped me 

-
ing. 

Amy beat Lochgilphead’s 

Rory 
Fleming took second place in 
the male novice middleweight.

Sharon Dickison, who runs the 
Wellpark Hotel in Tighnabrua-
ich, got the award for most spir-

KARATE

Keeper Maitland turns on the magic
SAFL results and 
upcoming fixtures

YOUTH FOOTBALL
SIX young footballers from 
Argyll helped Dumbarton 
Football Club’s pro-youth under 
16/17 team defeat the youth side 
of SPL giants Glasgow Celtic in 

Glasgow, last Sunday.
Ally McKerracher, Stuart 

from Oban, Taynuilt’s David 
Beaton, Donald McCallum 
from Campbeltown and Keir 

were in the Dumbarton squad 
with David Beaton netting one 
of the goals in an historic 3-2 
win.

GOLF
Golf results
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SCOTLAND Transerv has announced 
night closures of the A82 during 
upcoming roadworks at Onich and 

to 10.
The road will be shut from Sunday 

February 24 to Friday March 1 and 
Sunday March 3 to Friday March 8 

emergency vehicles will be allowed 
access. From Monday March 11 to 
Friday March 15 and Monday March 

and a convoy system will operate. The 
February 24 closure coincides with 
the Fort William Mountain Festival’s 

10.15pm. Volunteer organiser Dave 
Wrigglesworth, from Onich, said ticket 
sales could suffer if the route back south 
for people was blocked.  See page 2.

ARDNAMURCHAN residents are 
being consulted about the future 
of a 180-year-old church near 
Kilchoan.

Ardnamurchan Parish Church 
urgently needs extensive renovation 
if it is to remain open, prompting 
local minister Rev Fiona Ogg to ask 
the local community if they think 

the costs are worth it. It is thought 
more than £100,000 is required just 
to weatherproof the building. 

Views
A form is being distributed 

asking local residents for their 
views on what should happen 
with the building, which still 
holds weekly services. Rev Ogg 

told The Oban Times: ‘The future 
of the church in the area is not in 
question. There are other venues 
where the congregation could meet. 
What is in question is the future 
of the building itself which needs 
substantial work.’

Completed forms are to be 
returned by the end of February.

IT WAS a full house at the BA Club in Fort William on 
Saturday for a live music night in aid of local charity 
STAR for Harris.

Around 250 partygoers paid £5 entry to hear local 
bands Hired Guns, Toothless Grin, Brigade Luce, 
Almost Fatal, Russian Ninjas, The Big Stumble, 
The Shine and Cach Mor Ceilidh Band perform for 
free. DJs Symondo and Graham Platt followed with a 
selection of dance tracks.

The gig was set up by ‘Jeff Presents’, the collective 
promotional name for a group of event planning 
students at West Highland College in Fort William.

Co-organiser, 26-year-old local man Gary Manson, 
told The Oban Times: ‘The night was a great success 

we are really pleased we raised £1,300 for STAR for 
Harris.’

Corpach couple Allan and Tanya Ross set up the 
charity after their 17-month-old son Harris died from 
aggressive brain cancer in September 2010. Since then 

they have raised thousands of pounds to help other 
children battling cancer. 

Tanya said the college students did a professional 
and amazing job.

She told The Oban Times: ‘The bands and DJs were 

the night.  It was a great crowd and atmosphere.
‘Allan and I were humbled to see how many people 

took part or helped out and are overwhelmed by the 
support the community continues to give to Harris’s 
charity.’

Proceeds from the gig will help fund music therapy 
at cancer units in Glasgow and Edinburgh, Tanya 
said.

‘Harris would have loved music therapy when he 
was in hospital,’ she added. ‘We are now looking into 
contributing to a research project on childhood brain 
cancer. Without the generosity of STAR for Harris’s 
supporters, we couldn’t do as much as we do so we 
can’t thank everyone enough.’

THE FESTIVE season may 
be a distant memory, but a 
Fort William family received a 
special Christmas present this 
week.

Jane Gill, of Kennedy Road, 
entered a prize draw at the High 
Street Christmas Gathering on 
December 20 and was the lucky 
winner of a weekend break for 
two, donated by Fort William 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Chamber chairman Don Hind 
presented the prize to Jane and 
her two-year-old daughter Lily.

Mr Hind said thanked all 
involved for making the 
gathering a success.

He added: ‘Feedback from the 
public, High Street businesses 
and other organisations involved 
has been such that it is clear 
events which bring locals and 
visitors into the High Street are 
to be encouraged. We at the 
chamber have already agreed to 
take a lead role in the organisation 
of next year’s gathering.’

A DISTRAUGHT teenager has 
told how her then boyfriend 
throttled her, ripped off her 
clothes and threatened to set 
her hair alight during a drunken 
attack in his Caol home.

At Fort William Sheriff 
Court, the 17-year-old also said 
Alexander Williamson punched 
and slapped her, poured drink 
and aftershave over her head, 
stubbed out a cigarette out on her 
hand and set her clothes ablaze.

Giving evidence, the woman 
claimed the violence started 
after she tried to break up with 
Williamson when the pair got 
home from a party around 4am 
on June 23 last year.

She said: ‘He was really angry. 
He leaped over at me and put 
both his hands round my throat 
and strangled me.’

The witness, who broke down 
several times in the dock, said 

Grateful: Allan and Tanya Ross attended the STAR for Harris gig and thanked local people for their support 
20_f06star01

Don Hind presents the chamber prize to Jane Gill and her 
daughter Lily. 

Williamson, who denies the 
assault charge, let go before 
slapping her and throttling her 
again. 

Over the next three hours, she 
said, Williamson kept her in his 
bedroom, poured Irn Bru, cider 
and aftershave over her head, 
punched her right eye, ripped her 
clothes off then set them alight 
in the back garden.

Cross examining the witness, 
defence solicitor Gerry Sweeney 

into a rage after being accused of 
cheating, shouting and throwing 
things at Mr Williamson, who 
only grabbed his girlfriend to 
subdue her. 

He said: ‘Mr Williamson 

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

RICHARD HADDOCK
rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

attempted to restrain you and 
you slapped him on the face.’ 
The woman replied: ‘That’s just 
not true. I didn’t hit him, I was 
just trying to get him off me.’

Mr Williamson, Mr Sweeney 
said, only threw the woman on 
the bed, picked up her clothes 
and ripped them before setting 

Police photographs showed 
both partners suffered several 
cuts and bruises. The woman 
had a black eye, cuts on her 
chest and ear, and marks on her 
left arm.

Mr Williamson, 23, of 4 
Glenmallie Terrace, had two 
black eyes, a bruise on his neck, 
cuts on his torso and legs and 
bruising on his ankle.

The pair split up about three 
weeks ago, the woman told the 
court. The trial is due to continue 
on February 26.

Road to close     
for ten nights

Residents’ views sought on church building future

Court hears 
teenage girl’s 
ordeal claims

NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING

Recycled paper made 
up 75.5% of the 

raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004

Family’s late 
festive cheer

Partygoers pack BA Club to 
raise STAR for Harris funds

THE LONG-mooted Caol link 
road plan is being revived after Fort 
William Steering Group (FWSG) 
backed a feasibility study.

Summer congestion on the A82 
would be eased, says FWGS, if a 
new town bypass from An Aird to 
Caol to the A830 Road to the Isles 

built.
Chairman Councillor Brian 

Murphy said a Scottish Transport 
Appraisal Guidance (STAG) ap-

to lever in funding from the council 
or Transport Scotland.

He told The Oban Times: ‘There is 
a growing feeling of frustration in 
Lochaber at the continuing failure 
to put effective measures in place 

‘We need to make some progress 

on this issue. It has the full support 
of the community and the time to 
start to move it forward is now with 
the development of the Blar Mor 
starting very soon.’

Local MSP Dave Thomson has 
given his backing for the STAG 
appraisal, which would compre-
hensively look at all aspects of 
the project on behalf of Transport 
Scotland.

Caol link road plan revived by steering group
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Claim your voucher 
for a FREE wash 

and blowdry from Trinity 
Hairdressing, Oban see page 5

‘Fuel tankers should 
get free ferry passage’

Paisley no match for 
Oban Lorne

Phone: 01397 703986
Mob: 07428 702128

Email: rossstewart@rocketmail.com
19 rowan drive, Caol, Fort William, PH33 7EG

Plumbing & Heating Engineers
FORT WILLIAM

Operating in Highlands area including Small Isles
ALL ASPECTS OF PLUMBING

Complete design. 

Bathroom Suites, Shower Suites, Wetwall 
and Tiling, Hot and Cold Water Services, 
Replacement Cylinders, Unvented Hot 
Water Cylinders, Showers, Drainage, 

Gutter & Down Pipes Lead Works.

CENTRAL HEATING
Supply and install, repair. Oil Fired Boilers, 

Solid Fuel, Wood Burning Stoves. 
Ground Source Heat Pumps, Solar 

Panels, Electric Boilers, Central Heating 
Electrics, Radiator Replacements, Oil 

Tanks, Boiler Servicing, Boiler Breakdowns.

24 hour call out - Quick response
Nic Eic approved. 

Highly recommended
Free estimates

Follow on Facebook



Thursday 7 February, 2013 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 3NEWS
FW

Failing to take 
breath test lands 
driver with ban 
and £400 fine
A CAOL man has admitted 
failing to take a breath test after 
being arrested on suspicion of 
drink driving.

Jamie MacDonald was seen 
by police driving erratically on 
Torlundy Road on December 28.

Procurator Fiscal Alison 
Wylie said the 25-year-old 
smelled strongly of alcohol was 

He was taken to Fort William 
Police Station but refused to 
give breath specimens, claiming 
he wanted to see his lawyer.

MacDonald, of 20 Glenpane 
Street, was banned from driving 

A CHEF who slashed a Fort 
William shinty player’s neck with 
a broken bottle during a drunken 
melee near Fort William High 
Street has narrowly avoided jail.

Ian Ward’s callous early 
morning assault left Alex 
Duncan with an eight centimetre 
scar after the incident, which 
involved at least 15 people.

Ward, 22, who was working 
in Fort William, was caught 
up in a disturbance on July 29, 
2011 between a group of locals 
including Mr Duncan and Ryan 
Black, and two Glasgow men.

Procurator Fiscal Alison Wylie 
told Fort William Sheriff Court 

Good behaviour 
order completed
A CAOL man who admitted 
struggling violently with 

a Christmas work night out 
in Fort William has been 
admonished.

Glenkingie Street, was out with 
workmates when the incident 
occurred at a taxi rank on 
Fort William High Street on 
December 17 2011.

Gillespie previously pled 
guilty to resisting, obstructing, 
molesting and hindering the 

and repeatedly lashing out with 
his legs. Last January he was 
ordered to be of good behaviour 
for one year and Procurator Fis-
cal Alison Wylie said Gillespie 
had not been in any trouble with 
police since then. 

Corran Inn to 
re-open after 
refurbishment
A ONCE-POPULAR Lochaber 
hotel is set to re-open after 
changing hands for the third 
time in two years.

The Corran Inn has been 
bought by local business couple 
John and Lia Man, who are 
undertaking an ‘extensive 
refurbishment’ of the 1750s 
building before a planned 
opening in late 2013.

Mr Man told The Oban 
Times: ‘The bedrooms will be 

standard with all the mod cons 
of a modern boutique hotel.

‘We are currently in 
negotiation with a number 
of local restauranteurs who 
have expressed an interest in 
operating the bar, bistro and 
tearoom. Expressions of interest 
for the lease will soon be 
invited.’

The hotel, on the Corran Ferry 
access road off the A82, closed 
around two years ago.

ARISAIG residents are rallying together to raise 

window in a local church which dates back to 

The imposing 30-foot tall window at St Mary’s 
RC Church has been boarded up and scaffolding 
erected outside to prevent further damage after 
stonework around the glass was found to be crum-
bling.

Local priest Father Andrew Barrett told The 
Oban Times a number of small fundraising events 
are being planned for the summer and money 
raised at the annual ceilidh after the Road to the 
Isles Agricultural Show in June will go to the 
appeal.

Some local parents are planning a sponsored 
swim across Arisaig bay to raise funds, and a 
group of teenagers have also set up a Facebook 
page to raise awareness.

Father Andrew Barrett said the deterioration 

was discovered in October last year. He said: ‘The 
damage is to the sandstone on the outside of the 
window. The oldest bit at the top of the window is 
quite badly cracked.

‘We had stonemasons out to have a look at it and 
it was obvious it needs replaced. It was boarded up 
to prevent any pieces of stone falling and maybe 
smashing the window, but it’s safe now.’

He added: ‘So many people see Arisaig as an 
important place for them or their family, even peo-
ple who moved away generations ago. I think the 
church is very important, not just for the Catholics 
but for the whole community.’

A round window at the top – featuring eight this-
tles surrounding a rose - was designed by famed 
architect Augustus Pugin and put in place when 
the church was built more than 160 years ago. 

The three tall windows below were donated by 
the Marchioness of Bute in the 1920s as a memo-
rial to her husband.

KINLOCHLEVEN-based boxing club 
Claymores ABC is lining up legend of the sport 
Ken Buchanan MBE to be guest of honour at its 
next show in June.

Claymores head coach Martin Glenesk met the 
former undisputed lightweight world champion 
at an event in Peterhead on Saturday night, 
where he asked Mr Buchanan to attend.

Mr Glenesk told The Oban Times: ‘He 
provisionally said yes. He just had to go home and 
check he didn’t have any prior engagements.

Boyhood hero
‘Getting to meet my boyhood hero made the 

evening for me just that bit more special and if 
things go to plan Ken will be guest of honour at 
our next home show.’

Mr Buchanan – considered by many as one of 
Scotland’s greatest boxers - handed out trophies 

after they both won their bouts.
Ballachulish’s Cian MacPhee, 15, defeated 

local Kieran Ritchie on points, while Tyndrum’s 
Callum Clement, also 15, knocked out Ross 

Portree lifeboat 
evacuates woman 
from Raasay
PORTREE lifeboat evacuated 
a woman requiring urgent 
medical attention from the Isle 
of Raasay on Monday afternoon 
after stormy conditions forced 
the cancellation of Caledonian 
MacBrayne sailings to Sconser.

The RNLI crew ferried the 
woman safely back to Portree, 
where she was transferred to 
a waiting ambulance on the 
quayside.   

Award-winner 
visits Fort William
AWARD-winning author, 
playwright and performer Alan 
Bissett will be visiting Fort Wil-
liam Library tonight (Thursday) 
evening for an evening of chat, 
anecdotes and banter.

The event, funded by Highlife 
Highland and The Scottish 
Booktrust and part of Fort 
William’s plans to develop the 
library as a venue, runs from 

AN ARDNAMURCHAN 
High School pupil cooked up a 
storm when he won the Rotary 
International Great Britain and 
Ireland (RIBI) Young Chef 
West of Scotland competition in 
East Kilbride last Wednesday.

Up against seven other 
local winners in the region, 16 

after impressing the judges with 
menu planning, costing, healthy 
choice, tidiness, presentation of 
table and, of course, food taste 
and presentation. Calum now 
goes forward to represent the 
Rotary Club of Lochaber at the 

March 16. 
The talented youngster, 

who won the Lochaber heat at 
West Highland College in Fort 
William last month, is backed 
by mentor chef David Taylor 
from Glenborrodale Castle and 
Lochaber Rotarians.

School administrator Trish 
Kennedy said: ‘We wish Calum 
every success for the next round 
of the competition.’

Burns Supper 
haggis mix up
MUCK residents and visitors 
were left with a smaller than 
expected haggis for their Burns 
Supper after a ferry mix up.

The pudding was ordered 
from a butcher in Mallaig but 
missed its boat to the island.

Fortunately one villager had 
a small haggis in their freezer 
which was cooked and used for 
Lawrence MacEwen’s address 
at the supper, organised by the 
local primary school’s parent 
council.

‘Type-R’ Civic was extensively 
damaged in Caol in the early hours of 
Monday morning.

The blaze in the grey 200bhp ‘hot 

hatch’ sports car, which was parked 
in Moor Road, was reported around 
12.30am.

Inspector Donald Campbell told 
The Oban Times: ‘Enquiries are 
ongoing. Forensic examinations have 

to be carried out to establish the 
cause. At this stage, there is nothing 
to suggest it was deliberate and 

This is a joint investigation between 

Planning
milestone
PIONEERING guidance issued 
by Highland Council planners 
to help developers tailor their 
plans reached the 100 mark 
this week. The pre-application 
advice service for major 
developments helps streamline 
the planning process. Advice 
is given on transport arrange-
ments, design, sustainability 
and community engagement.

At risk: the beautiful stained glass window at St Mary’s in Arisaig is boarded up and protected by 
scaffolding to prevent it falling out. 

how Ward walked from High 
Street to Ainslie Lane with 
the Glaswegians where he was 
handed an empty gin bottle.

Mr Duncan, Mr Black and 
others followed them and Ward 
lashed out, smashing the bottle 
over Mr Black’s head. He then 
hit Mr Duncan with the jagged 
bottle, knocking him to the 
ground before stabbing him in 
the neck. Ms Wylie said: ‘In 
terms of Fort William, this was 
the largest scale disturbance that 
police have had to face.’

Defending, David Kinloch 
said Ward had already spent 
eight weeks in prison on remand 

until it moved into the lane.
‘He felt they were coming into 

the lane to assault him,’ he said. 
‘He was punched, he was kicked 
and he lashed out.’

Sheriff Noel McPartlin told 
Ward: ‘You were not the initiator 
of the trouble. However you did 
become involved and you took 
possession of a bottle, which is 
very serious indeed.

‘Normally there would be 
a sentence of imprisonment 
for offences such as this, but 

By RICHARD HADDOCK
rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

I have to take into account 
the circumstances and the 
fact you have already served 
the equivalent of a 16 week 
sentence.’

Ward, of 68 Mosshead Road, 
Bearsden, was originally accused 
of endangering Mr Duncan’s life 
but his guilty plea on the day of 
the trial to a lesser charge was 
accepted by the Crown.

Ward, who admitted assaulting 
Mr Duncan to his severe injury 

and assaulting Mr Black to 
his severe injury, was told to 
perform 300 hours unpaid work 
in the community.

Claymores youngster Callum Clement with boxing legend Ken 
Buchanan, who may be visiting Lochaber this summer. 

Chef walks free 
after bottle attack 
on shinty player

Top chef: Calum receives his award after winning the West of 
Scotland district final at East Kilbride. 

Calum’s 
recipe for 
success

Follow us on 

facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Arisaig residents rally round to 
raise stained glass repair funds

Club lines up 
boxing legend  
as show guest
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Chaos at council as leader 
threatens to throw in towel

Hopes fade for missing Awe fisherman

THERE are fears Loch Awe has 
claimed another life after the 
search for a missing man went into 
its fourth day, as The Oban Times 
went to press.

Camping
Michael Pringle, aged 25, was 

camping by the loch during a 
-

ther, who last saw him in the early 
hours of Sunday morning.

The pair from Kilmarnock be-
came separated after leaving The 
Tight Line pub in Lochawe village. 

whether this was as a result of an 
argument.

Divers from Strathclyde Police 
searched the loch on Monday 
and Tuesday and a support team, 
including police dogs, Oban and 
Strathclyde Police mountain 
rescue teams and coastguard have 
been looking for Michael in and 
around Loch Awe. Rescue services 
battling harsh weather conditions 
searched a four-kilometre squared 
area on Monday, centred around 
Loch Awe.

However, Oban Police inspec-
tor Julie McLeish said she could 
not rule out the possibility that 
Michael had left that the area.

Michael, who was last seen 

walking on the A85 near Kilchurn 
Castle, is around 5ft 9 inches in 
height, of slim build and has short 
dark hair. He was wearing a green 

Inspector McLeish said: ‘As time 
passes we are becoming increas-
ingly concerned for Michael’s 
wellbeing and safety.

‘I would like to appeal to anyone 
who may have seen Michael to get 
in touch with police on 01631 510 
500.’

died after attempting to cross 
Loch Awe in their boat.

QUESTIONS over the durability 
of Argyll and Bute Council’s rul-
ing ‘fragile alliance’ will be raised 
again this week after The Oban 
Times learned its leader is likely to 
stand down.

Oban South and the Isles council-
lor Roddy McCuish is set to con-

the council for the Valentine’s Day 
budget that he is leaving the role he 
only took up in May. 

It is understood he will continue 
as a councillor.

Councillor McCuish has recently 
returned to duty after a short 

within the council, it is understood 
disagreements within the alliance 
– consisting 13 SNP councillors, 
the three Argyll First members 
and four independent councillors 
– contributed to the decision.

Councillor McCuish told The 
Oban Times: ‘If it does happen 
it will happen on February 14.  
Whatever role I play in this admin-
istration I will continue to support 
it absolutely.’

The decision by councillor 
McCuish to step away from the 
leadership role will spark specula-

tion over who will come into the 
position.

However, the council’s current 
deputy leader, John Semple, 
refused to comment on councillor 
McCuish’s role, or if he was inter-
ested in the position. 

Lucky
One member of the administra-

tion said: ‘We are lucky in this 
administration in that whoever 
is selected as leader will be more 
than capable.’

Argyll First’s Donald Kelly said 
he was aware of rumours about 
councillor McCuish’s departure 

but insisted his group would 
remain part of the alliance.

He said: ‘At this moment in time, 
Argyll First is still with them. 

‘If the administration can get 
through this budget unscathed then 
they can only go from strength to 
strength.’

councillor McCuish considering 
his position, councillor Kelly ac-
knowledged there ‘may have been 
differences’.

He added: ‘It’s quite interesting 
times potentially because there 

could be change, but I won’t say 
there will be.’ 

Deputy leader of the opposition 
Ellen Morton, who this week 
described the administration’s 
budget proposals the ‘Valentine’s 
Day Massacre’, said she was 
aware of the rumours, but added: 
‘I wouldn’t want to speculate on 
what will happen.’

Councillor Roddy McCuish.

A NEW husband and wife GP team have taken up post 

two years.
Drs Martin and Abby Beastall responded to a campaign 

methods of advertising the post proved unsuccessful.

he came to Jura after becoming disillusioned with changes 
to GP practice in the NHS in England.

running an out-of-hours service on the island. He said: 

to see an elderly woman. It was like being a proper GP 
again.’

Martin and Abby, who have a baby daughter, Zoe, will 
both run surgeries during the week after Abby’s maternity 

For now, Martin, aged 36, said he was happy to get 
started on his own. He added: ‘I was previously in a big 
practice in urban Doncaster and the changes in England 
are moving doctors away from patient contact. 

know and trust, who they can see when they want to. 
‘As soon as Abby and I read the details we knew it was 

something we wanted to do and I rang the health board the 
same day. Abby had introduced me to the west coast of 
Scotland when we revisited her childhood holiday destina-
tion of Glenuig on our honeymoon.’

Martin, who is a keen runner, also has an 18-year-old 
daughter, Charlotte, who is studying nursing.

Dr Martin Beastall is Jura’s new doctor, supported by his 
GP wife, Abby. 

Jura has new 
doctors

NEWSDESK
01397 703003

JANUARY 
SALE EXTENDED 
NEW LINES ADDED 

Unit 3, Caol Industrial Estate, Ardgour Road, Caol, 
Fort William, PH33 7PH Tel: 01397 708600. 
Email Sales@blackbridgefurnishings.co.uk 
www.blackbridgefurnishings.co.uk

Local speculation that Oscar-winning actress Kate Winslet has purchased Laudale Estate in Morvern 
appears to be unfounded after owner Keith Falconer dismissed the idea. ‘She has connections to 

the area and I believe she likes the place a lot,’ Mr Falconer told The Oban Times. ‘But I have had no 
contact with her at all and there is no truth in the rumour that she has bought it.’ A source close to 

the actress said there was ‘no truth whatsoever’ in the reports.   Ms Winslet has stayed at luxury 
hotel Kilcamb Lodge in nearby Strontian on several occasions.

Sorry, Kate’s no’ comin’ after-all

MACDONALDS from the West Highlands 
and beyond will commemorate the 321st 
anniversary of the Massacre of Glencoe in 

High Commissioner of Clan Donald USA, 
Forrest Lee Piver, will lay the Clan Donald 
wreath. Wreaths will also be laid on behalf 
of The Glencoe Heritage Trust, Clan Donald 
(Skye) and other organisations.

The Requim will be held at 11am in St 
Mary’s Episcopal Church in Glencoe, fol-
lowed by the traditional march from Bridge 
of Coe to the memorial cross at 12 noon.

The wreath-laying tradition goes back to 
the late Angus MacDonald, a descendant of 

wreath in 1935, sponsored by Miss Rankin 
of Tighphuirst. 

Angus’s sons carried on the tradition until 
the 1950’s when the Clan Donald Society of 
Edinburgh took over. 

Latterly, a number of different organisa-
tions have taken part in the ceremony to 
ensure the bloody events of February 13, 
1692 are never forgotten.

Clan Donald Highlands and Islands, The 
Glencoe Heritage Trust, and St Mary’s are 
running this year’s commemoration.

MacDonalds 
to mark 321st 
anniversary of 
the Massacre 
of Glencoe

A GLASGOW man who assaulted a res-
taurant worker while on a trip to Oban on 

Neil Bentley, 26, of 86 Neil Island Oval, 
Pollok, Glasgow, admitted the offence 
when he appeared at Oban Sheriff Court on 
Tuesday.

The court heard staff in the restaurant had 
got into a disagreement with Bentley’s two 
companions, resulting in refusing to serve 
them.

accused was leaving he picked up a stack of 
menu holders and threw them at a member 
of staff which cut him on the face.’

Defending, Heather Wilson told the court: 

Bentley threw the menus out of frustration, 
it wasn’t meant to harm the complainer. 

‘He admits it was immature.’

Glasgow man admits 
assaulting waiter in  
Oban restaurant

CONNEL pianist Andrew Dun-
lop may have missed out on the 
Young Traditional Musician of 
the Year prize but he won a host 
of new fans from his perform-

Glaswegian melodeon player 
Paddy Callaghan won the title 

the competition all won acclaim 
from onlookers at the Royal 
Conservatoire of Scotland last 
weekend.

The competition brought a 
close to the Celtic Connections 
festival.

Among those singing Andrew’s 
praises was Gaelic musician and 
broadcaster Mary Ann Kennedy, 
who described his performance 
of Gur Milis Morag as ‘heart-
stopping’.

Connel pianist 
gains praise for 
performance

A LOCHGILPHEAD man ac-
cused of assaulting a woman on 
Christmas Day has denied the 
charge but admits behaving in 
an abusive manner when police 
arrived.

Thomas Johnstone, 28, of Fyne 
View Lodge, Ross Crescent, 
Lochgilphead, appeared at Oban 
Sheriff Court on Tuesday and 
admitted shouting, swearing and 
repeatedly striking his head on a 
police vehicle in Lochnell Road, 
Dunbeg on December 25.

He is also accused of an as-
sault where he seized hold of a 
woman’s neck and forced her to 
the ground. 

He will stand trial on that 
charge on March 6 when he 
will be sentenced for the other 
crime.

Lochgilphead
man in court over 
Christmas assault

A YOUNG Oban man appeared 
on petition at the town’s sheriff 
court on Tuesday accused of 
committing a serious assault on 
December 1 last year.

Sean MacMillan, 23, made no 
plea or declaration during the 
private hearing and was com-

He was released on bail.

Assault charge

‘Then and 
Now’
Do you have fond memories 
of a place, building or town 
that has changed over the 
years? You can email you 
images to editor@obantimes.
co.uk or post prints to The 
Oban Times PO Box 1 Oban 

Argyll PA34 4HB

Above and right - the venue for 
many a great social gathering, 

Connel Village Hall 
- right, as it is today 

- and above, as many older 
readers will remember it.
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Mull and Iona businesses 
go to the polls, in vote to 

With ballot papers 
for the Mull and Iona 

today, the islands’ business 
community has a once 
in a generation chance to 

in the UK, which would 
pump a minimum £655,000 
into improving the local 
economy, is now just weeks 

However the decision over 
whether or not the scheme 
goes ahead is entirely in 
the hands of the businesses 

A yes vote would see each 
business involved paying 
a modest but compulsory 
annual investment levy 
towards a range of projects 
to improve the island 

Oban Times reporter, 
Faith Orr quizzed, Neil 

What stage are you at?  
All rateable businesses 
who are eligible to vote 
should receive their voting 

papers include a copy of 

which has been updated 
following a comprehensive 
consultation with hundreds 

then have until 5pm on 
21st March to return their 
ballot paper in the envelope 

should anyone vote Yes?   

developing our islands 

and Retail is where 90% 
of our rateable businesses 
are, and the islands wider 
economy is closely tied 

properly funded and sets 
out projects which will help 

our way out of economic 
downturn and to stay ahead 

work together, pool our 
expertise and resources, we 
can do things no individual 

will let us make a bigger 

Who can vote? 
We spent a great deal of 

time consulting on this 
and working out how to 

followed best practice 

taken our unique rural and 

Making it fair has also 

Some premises, including 
community resources like 
village halls, schools and 
emergency services are 

are given a discount of 50% 

be contacting exempted 
businesses individually to 

What feedback have you 
had so far?  

There have been some 
very probing questions, 

Inevitably some people 
are suspicious of a new 

people don’t like putting 
their hands in their pockets 

are now popping up all 

Iona, the steering group is 
made up of members of the 
business community from 
all over the islands, and a 
lot of work has gone into 
developing a plan which 

Some misunderstandings 
naturally arise, some 
haven’t read the plan, or 

Some people who were 

but looked into it further 
and have decided it’s worth 

best to contact everyone to 
make sure they know what 
they’re voting on and urge 
everyone who’s not sure to 
contact one of the steering 

Oh and yes, there have 
been many very positive 
comments too!

have?  
We’ve been talking to 

people for over a year 
and believe we have very 
widespread support from 

this stage is that everyone 
understands what the vote 
is about, and to make sure 
they return their ballot 

Your Business, Your Islands, Your Vote

Vote ‘Yes’for 
Mull & Iona Business Improvement District

Received your ballot paper and not sure what to do?  

Visit the website...
www.mi-bid.co.uk  where you can also follow the links to Facebook and 

Drop us an email...

Vote to create first all-island BID

Alex Penman from Craignure 
Inn signs up for MI BID’s 

‘yes’ campaign.

FW

Drivers stranded on board as ferry leaves Tiree unexpectedly

Council ‘sleepwalking into 
Valentine’s Day massacre’

The upturned boat was washed ashore after men, dogs and sheep were thrown into the icy water. Picture - Kevin McGlynn

Shepherds saved from Loch Linnhe

Sheep rustlers 
strike North Lorn

Council’s costs 
clarified

Power tools stolen 
from Appin garage 

Oban man who punched pub door steward is jailed

TWO UNWITTING stowaways 
found themselves accidentally 
bound for Oban after the Cal

ferry to Tiree broke away from 

The unwilling passengers, 
Craig Cowling and Mark 
Armstrong, were then told they 

would have to pay for the return 

boarded the MV Clansman as 

However, extremely stormy 
weather caused the boat’s 
mooring ropes to snap and the 

ship’s Master opted to return 

Without money
The crew of the ship told 

their new passengers to arrange 
a meal after being stranded 
without money or a change of 
clothes – but advised they’d be 

Ferry operator CalMac has 
since apologised for the situa
tion and is set to reimburse the 
accidental passengers for any 
costs they incurred as part of 

told on the way to Oban to get 
something to eat and we’d be 

I’ll be sending CalMac a bill for 

Stranded 

on the MV Clansman when it 
had to leave Tiree urgently due 

to extreme weather and were 
provided with complimentary 
meals at the instruction of the 

claims for other expenses but 
would be more than happy to 

meet these if a formal claim is 

vealed a mix up with tickets on 
their return journey and these 

CalMac is to review its pro
cedures and write to Mark and 

to clarify that in our story, 

hotelier’ the planning depart
ment’s costs should have read 
£8million, and not £18million as 

The department’s costs 
encompass building control, 
development control, policy and 

stances saved the life of a shep
herd who fell into Loch Linnhe 

colleague were transporting 
two tups off Shuna Island when 
the boat overturned, throwing 
the men, their two dogs and the 

While the sheep drowned in 

loch – but his luck began to 

He was spotted by chance 
when Nicky Zvegintzov, an 
employee at Linnhe Marine, vis
ited his parents’ house at Appin 

The house overlooks the loch 

Nicky managed to contact staff 

permission to use their boat, the 
only one kept in the water at the 

had been carrying out mainte
nance, appeared at that moment 
to allow Nicky access to the 

Nicky enlisted the help of a pas

old was then taken to hospital, 
suffering from hypothermia, 

him I honestly feared the worst 
because he wasn’t moving and 

as I approached him, I saw his 

but there was a lot of luck on 

Stornoway Coastguard mo
bilised Oban Lifeboat, and the 
Appin coastal rescue team for 

a doorman in one of the town’s 

admitted the assault when he 
appeared from custody at Oban 

The court heard Killin had 

been out for the night with his 
partner but after the pair had a 
disagreement the steward had 

said Killin, a chef, did not 
realise it was a steward that had 

had been wronged’ so waited 

As the offence was committed 
while Killin was on licence from 
a previous sentence sheriff John 
Herald imposed the remainder 

him and sentenced him to a 

to be operating in North Lorn 
after liveststock was stolen from 

are unaccounted for and it is 
believed they were stolen on 
separate occasions between the 
end of November last year and 

The animals have also recently 
been treated with animal medi

Anyone who may have seen 
any unusual activity in the area, 
or noticed suspect vehicles, can 

gun have been reported missing 

The power tools were taken 
from an unsecured garage in 

any information should contact 

was found behind the wheel of 
his car while almost three times 
the legal drink drive limit has 

admitted the offence when he 
appeared at Oban Sheriff Court 

He appeared on Tuesday of 
this week for sentencing and 

simply hadn’t realised the 

North Connel man 
three times limit 

lors have been warned against 

budget that will shed hundreds 

consider a budget that aims to 

the authority’s spending across 
the next seven years, with every 
department likely to feel the 

The Oban Times exclusively 
revealed in January that the 
council was considering cutting 

will be made redundant, with a 

Nearly £12million has been set 
aside for severance payments in 
that time, something the deputy 

James Robb, the adminis
tration’s lead councillor for 

politics’ but Mrs Morton says 

her response is as a result of 

Mr Robb accepted job losses 
were inevitable, but accused the 
opposition of putting point scor

tion have been given a detailed 
budget proposal four weeks 
in advance, as we tried to end 
confrontational politics in the 

assertions by the opposition 
there is not a single alternative 
proposal to achieve the required 

Mrs Morton expressed further 
concern over cuts to the road re
pairs, elderly care, maintaining 
public toilets and grass cutting 

Speaking to The Oban Times, 

budget would have been brought 
forward that handed out sweets 

losses are not necessary and I’m 
worried we’re sleepwalking into 

only saw these papers four weeks 

Mrs Morton plans to oppose 
the plan and believes the opposi

It’s the worst 
budget I’ve seen 
in my 14 years as 
a councillor.
councillor                 
Ellen Morton
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LAST WEEK’S SHINTY 
BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£1250

I enclose £1 for 20 crosses (tick box) The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, 
but you may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to 
abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this 
coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

Name ........................................................................

Address ....................................................................

 ..................................................................................

 ....................................Tel No. ..................................

Spot theSHINTY BALL

This week's nearest the ball 
winners, who each receive 

£25 are:

J Smith
Achnafearna, Taynuilt 

C Pearson
Breadalbane Street, Oban

Please
tape your 

£1 coin 
here

Competition

All you have to do
We have removed the shinty ball from the 
photograph opposite.  Now look carefully at the 
position of the players and use your skill and 
judgement to place a cross at the exact point 
where you think the centre of the ball was.  You 
may have a maximum of 20 attempts on this 
coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must 
enter on separate coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will 
increase by £50 per week until it is won outright.  To 
win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must be in 
the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap 
the entry will be void. 

If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ 
prizes of £25 will be awarded.  When the jackpot is 
won, no other prizes will be awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your 
entry plus £1 per 20 attempts into a sealed 
envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head 

 by the same time.  
Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which 

are delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting 
cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.

The Company’s decision is final on all 
matters relating to the competition and no 

decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, 

the jackpot will be shared equally between all 
winning entries. Any decision regarding the  
awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.

The Company reserves the right to declare the 
competition null and void at any time, subject to 
its discretion and to make full refund of the price 
of the coupon to any person who has entered 
the competition at that time.

Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their 
immediate relatives and any person otherwise 
connected with the competition are ineligible to enter.

FIVE Oban High School pupils will make 
up a quarter of the Scottish squad that will 
compete at the World Schools Orienteering 
Championship in the Algarve region of 
Portugal between April 15 - 20.

Callum Hunter, Tom Lines, Roanne Lil-
ley and Emma Baird, all aged 13 and from 
Taynuilt, will be joined by Oban’s Jamie 
Peden, aged 14, in the 20-strong under-14 
team.

Fundraisers
The youngsters are all members of the Ar-

gyll-based Lock Eck Orienteers (EckO) and 
have organised sponsorship and a series of 
fundraisers throughout the past few months 
to fund their trip.

Although Callum, Tom and Roanne are 
already members of the Scottish junior 

admits this international schools event will 

Oban High School pupils, from left, Callum Hunter, Tom Lines, Roanne Lilley, Emma 
Baird and Jamie Peden will make up a quarter of the Scottish Schools squad. 15_t06orient01

career so far.
Roanne said: ‘The terrain is going to be 

used to running in the heat of the Algarve 
– the Scottish trials to select the team were 
run at Pitlochry in snow!’

The pupils expressed gratitude for the 
support and sponsorship from: Taynuilt 
Community Council, Oban High School, 
Taynuilt Medical Practice, Argyll and Bute 
Trust, RCS Cycles (Taynuilt), EckO, Oban 
Rotary Club and Neil McGougan Builders.

Orienteering is an outdoor adventure 
sport that involves running over a mixed 
terrain whilst navigating around a course 
using a detailed map and compass.

Oban High School pupils to compete
in World Orienteering Championships

POOL

LAST Saturday’s results:  Scot-
tish Amateur Cup, 5th round 
- Burntisland v Oban Saints, 
postponed; Premier Division 2 
- Campbeltown Pupils 7, Port 
Glasgow OBU 0; Division 1A 
- Tarbert 1, East Kilbride 2; 
Division 1B Millerston Thistle 
v Lochgilphead Red Star, 
postponed.

-
tish Amateur Cup, 5th round 
- Oban Saints v Burntisland; 
Jimmy Marshall Cup, 2nd 
round - Centre v Campbeltown 
Pupils; Division 1A - Tarbert 
v Dunoon Athletic; Division 
1B - Lochgilphead Red Star v 
Millerston Thistle.   

YOUTH FOOTBALL

Oban Saints youths 
results and fixtures 

THE Fosters Scottish Amateur 
Cup 5th round tie between 
Burntisland United and Oban 
Saints due to be played at Myers 
Park, Kinghorn, was called off 
for the third Saturday in a row 
when an inspection found the 
pitch to be unplayable.
Fixture secretary of the 

Scottish Amateur Cup George 
Watson has decided that the 
Fife team have had plenty of 
opportunities to get the game 
played and have failed to take 
them, so he has decided that the 
game should be transferred to 
Oban. 
The match will now take place 

at Glencruitten this Saturday 
with a 2pm kick-off with referee 
John Scott in charge. 
Manager Iain Jackson should 

have a full squad to choose 
from for this important cup tie.
The winners of the game have 

been drawn at home in the last 
32 of the national competition 
against top Caledonian League 
team Cambusbarron Rovers 
with the game scheduled to take 
place on Saturday, February 16.

FOOTBALL

Scottish Cup tie 
transferred to Oban

FOOTBALL

Argyll boys star for 
Dumbarton youths 
in win over Celtic

GOLF

LAST weekend’s results: 
Under 13s v Renton, postponed; 
Under 14s 5, Helensburgh 0. 
On target for Saints were Jay 
Cooper, Hector MacDonald 
(2), Evan MacLellan and Liam 
Higgins. Goldenhill v Under 
15s, postponed; Kilpatrick 2, 
Under 16s 0.

13s no game; Riverside v Under 
14s; Under 15s no game; Under 
16s no game.

RESULTS from the Isle of 
Colonsay Golf Club Winter 
League, Sunday 3 February: 1 
David Bell, 51 gross, 34 nett; 
2 David Binnie, 48, 36; 3 Scott 
Weatherstone, 47, 40.
FEBRUARY Medal Played 
on Sunday 3 February at Islay 
Golf Club:  1 Lachlan Gairns 81 
Less 11 net 70; 2 John Ferguson 
83 Less 12 net 71; 3 Keith 
MacDonald  80 Less 7  net  73. 
Css 72.

MENS 9 hole February medal: 
1 John Wilshire 40-10-30; 2 
Mike Campbell 43-10-33; 3 Tom 
Nunn 42-07-35.

Junior 9-hole February Medal: 
1 Scott Paterson 48-14-34; 2 
William MacCrone 44-03-41; 3 
Ross MacCrone 50-07-43.

February medal at 
Tobermory GC

RESULTS: Claredon 5, Lancas-
ter ‘A’ 5; Kelvin 5, Lochavullin 
5; Lochnell 3,Markie Dans ‘A’ 
7; Markie Dans ‘B’ 7, Gluepot 
3; Lancaster B 3, Cellar 7.
Fixtures: Oban Filling Station 

‘A’ v Cellar; Lochavullin v 
Lancaster ‘A’
Teams                              Pts
Markie Dans A        21
Cellar         20
Lancaster B        17
Lancaster A        16
Lochavullin        11
Lochnell         11
Markie Dans B         8
Claredon          8
Kelvin          5
Gluepot          3

Cup semi-finals 
this Thursday

North Connel Bowling Club held its open doubles 
competition on January 26.There was an excellent 
entry with 26 pairs competing. The final was con-
tested by Hughie MacLeod and Mike Kelly against 
Neil MacCorkindale and Alasdair Dickie, pictured, 
with the latter playing superb bowls to win the cup 
on the night.

A LARGE crowd at Glencruitten 
helped roar Oban Lorne into the 
RBS West Regional Final with 
a hard-fought 18-0 win against 
Paisley.

The Green Machine came into 
-

lowing their derby win against 
Mull the previous week and 
among a strong squad of players 
was popular Oban Exile, Dougie 
Pender, who started at outside 
centre.

Just as it had done in Gar-
mony last week, the Oban pack 
dominated the scrums with its 
combined weight of 154 stones, 
an average of more than 19 stone 
per player. 

Valuable
Despite some basic handling 

errors, Oban soon found 
themselves with a penalty on 20 
minutes, within kicking range. 
Up stepped Craig Wright to send 
the ball through the posts to give 
The Green Machine a valuable 
three-point lead.

Paisley’s attempts to regain 
momentum stuttered due to 
some poor handling and frayed 

Oban Lorne heavyweight Tommy Sutherland crashes through a Paisley tackler.
Photo: Stephen Lawson

tempers. This helped Oban to up 
the tempo, giving the home team 
a chance to take control.

An unbelievable rolling maul 
from a lineout pushed Paisley 
back almost 20 metres and 
Craig Wright slotted a resulting 
penalty to make it Oban Lorne 
6-0 Paisley.

Oban started the second half 

Craig Wright, who succumbed 
to a serious calf injury. Craig’s 

as his replacement.
Within minutes of the second 

half starting, Paisley found 
themselves desperately defend-

as the Oban scrum continued its 
pressure.

Despite a valiant effort from 
the Paisley pack, Corrie Louw 
powered over the line for the 

the conversion sailed narrowly 
wide, the lead now grew to 11 
points.

The frustrations of the visit-
ing team were growing and the 
referee was forced to sin bin the 

dangerous late tackle on Oban 

The 14 remaining men from 
Paisley couldn’t keep up their 
strong stand for long, and lost 
the ball at their own scrum 
within reaching distance of their 
own try line.

Terrorised 

players’ legs, Cameron Smith 
picked up and touched down for 
a try. It was just reward for Cam-
eron, who alongside twin brother 
Struan had terrorised Paisley 
all day with bone-shuddering 
tackles and darting breaks.

A successful conversion from 
scrum half Fergus Matheson 
made it 18-0 to the home team. 

the West Regional Bowl against 
the winner of the Loch Lomond 

a home league game against 
Uddingston on February 16 and 
club president Dee Bradbury 
said she was keen to replicate last 
Saturday’s big home support.

Paisley are 
no match for 
Oban Lorne 
heavyweights

West of Scotland League
Crown Park 2

Taynuilt Amateurs 3
A WEAKENED Taynuilt 
returned home from Denistoun 
with three points - but without 
the heroics of stand-in goal-
keeper Craig Maitland they may 
have struggled to even draw the 
match.

A common grievance to new 
manager Calum Fox has been 
a lack of players to pick from, 

and this week was no different.
The manager had to name 

himself among the substitutes 
to provide cover for a makeshift 
starting 11.

Although Crown Park have 
failed to win a league match this 
season, Taynuilt have suffered 
from a woeful away record and a 
close match was expected. 

Man of the match Maitland was 
in sparkling form throughout 
the 90 minutes but he could do 

The Taynuilt defence seemed to 
still be half asleep from the bus 
journey, as the Crown Park for-
ward strolled in from the right 
hand side to slot under the young 
’keeper, who vented his anger at 
statuesque stoppers.

Taynuilt’s main threats were 
from corner kicks, with train-
ing ground set pieces causing 
all sorts of problems and it was 
from a Scott Maitland corner 
that Martin Bonar headed home 
an equaliser on the stroke of half 

time. Taynuilt were a different 
team in the second half, as they 
began to dominate, but it was 
Crown Park who regained the 
lead, scoring against the run 
of play from a set piece, and 
Taynuilt avoided going further 
behind when Maitland produced 
a wonder save, adjusting his bal-

that he had no right to save. 

moment, as minutes later Kris 

kick and with, minutes to go, 

Gillies turned provider to slip a 

the ball into the corner to secure 
the victory.

Despite the win, manager 
Fox said: ‘I can’t let the team 
think that because we won, the 
performance was acceptable. 

‘However, we will go over 
everything at training and on the 
positive side, they took on board 
what I said at half time and I got 
a reaction.’

FOOTBALL

A HIGHLAND dancer has 
swapped her high cuts for high 
kicks to win a national karate 
championship.

Oban’s Amy Campbell took 

Kyokushin karate competition 
on Saturday in the novice 
lightweight category of the Scot-
tish Open Knockdown Karate 
tournament.

But the 19 year old, who has 
been a Highland dancer since 
the age of three, fought off all the 
competition to win the national 
title at Glasgow Caledonian 
University.

Celebrate
The sports science student 

at Stirling University told The 
Oban Times: ‘On the Saturday 
night we went out to celebrate 
and everyone was congratulat-
ing me on becoming a Scottish 
champion but that just feels so 
surreal and it’s still sinking in. 
I keep asking myself if it really 
happened.

‘I only went into the com-
petition to get experience and 
because I had been training hard 
over Christmas but it was a bril-

Amy dances for joy as she
lifts Scottish
karate title

Scottish champion Amy Campbell. 

liant feeling to have won.’ 
Future opponents will underes-

timate the mild-mannered High-
land dancer at their peril. No 
stranger to combat – big brother 
David is a kickboxer – Amy 
believes her dancing training 

‘When I started kickboxing 
I had already been dancing for 
years, so my high kicks were 
always good,’ said the Senshi Do 
Oban member.

‘Dancing also gives you good 
leg muscles, so it has helped me 
a lot in my karate and kickbox-
ing. 

Amy beat Lochgilphead’s 

Rory 
Fleming took second place in 
the male novice middleweight.

Sharon Dickison, who runs the 
Wellpark Hotel in Tighnabrua-
ich, got the award for most spir-

KARATE

Keeper Maitland turns on the magic
SAFL results and 
upcoming fixtures

YOUTH FOOTBALL
SIX young footballers from 
Argyll helped Dumbarton 
Football Club’s pro-youth under 
16/17 team defeat the youth side 
of SPL giants Glasgow Celtic in 

Glasgow, last Sunday.
Ally McKerracher, Stuart 

Alexander and Connor Howe 
from Oban, Taynuilt’s David 
Beaton, Donald McCallum 
from Campbeltown and Keir 

were in the Dumbarton squad 
with David Beaton netting one 
of the goals in an historic 3-2 
win.

GOLF
Golf results
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Comfortable wins 
for the top two

REPORT BY 
STEPHEN NORRIS

snorris@obantimes.co.uk

FOOTBALL

INDOOR FOOTBALL

Alleycats still lead 
despite 5-0 defeat

TEN PIN BOWLING

SOUTH Skye won the Ewen 
Morrision Memorial Cup with 
a narrow 1-0 win over their 
northern counterparts in Portree 
on Saturday.

Neither side was able to create 
any clear cut chances in the 

David Grant inadvertently 
kicked the ball into his own net 
under pressure.

Both sides had chances to 

held out to win the trophy.

Saturday.  

-

championships.
The March 24 event in the 

Sunart Centre will see at least 

and Kinlochleven-based South 

The championships will be 
-

the south. Garrison Bowmen in 

event.

last week.
-

chosen to host the champioships. 

local economy as well because 

people will need to stay over the 

then.’

-

-

Saturday.

the Nevis Centre on Sunday 

Stars.

division of -

Seven points back in second 
place are Council on 31 points 
with Splitheads in third place 
with 24 points. 

the handicap division with 28 

are second on 24 points whilst 

back in third.

series with 413.

handicap by Council. The best 

The top individual scratch 

on 148.

SHINTY

South Skye win 
Ewen Morrison Cup

Turriff midfielder Paul Young can’t stop Andy Ma-
cLean firing in a dangerous cross 20_f06footie01

Shot-shy Fort need to start finding
the back of the net

coaches.’

Garrison Bowmen and several 
national coaches with world and 
european champions. 

emphasis switches to outdoor 

Garrison Bowmen are develop-

and area coaches in October 
2012.

Mr Irbhinn told The Oban 

take archery to the next level. 

-

-

last October last year.

ARCHERY

Sunart Bowmen to host 
indoor championships

-

- so three points should not be 

Cutting edge

season.

-

Conlon was under no illu-
sions about just how important 
Saturday’s clash will be in terms 

season but they beat us here 
earlier this season and that was 

disappointed with.

-

unlucky to have a penalty claim 

Michael Gillespie was pushed in 
the box.

sub Stephen Gauld and a Mike 

once they scored we never really 

Turriff player manager Mark Simpson rises above 
Davie Forbes to head clear 20_f06footie02

Follow us on 

facebook

Weather
Thursday Light rain
 Winds light southerly
 Temperatures 3C to 4ºC

Friday Light rain
 Winds moderate, north westerly
 Temperatures 2ºC to 6ºC.

Weekend Cloudy
Outlook Winds light south easterly
 Temperatures 2ºC to 5ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig +0.25

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, February 7, 2013
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date   am    pm
Thur  03.27 3.4 09.21 1.3 16.01      3.4        21.56     1.2  
Fri  04.29 3.7 10.26 1.0 16.47      3.6        22.49     0.9
Sat  05.03 4.0 11.18 0.8 17.24      3.8        23.35      0.6
Sun  05.42 4.2 12.02 0.6 17.59      3.9         **.**       *.*
Mon  00.18 0.5 06.19 4.3 12.44 0.6         18.33    4.0
Tues  00.59 0.4 06.56 4.3 13.23 0.6 19.07     4.0
Wed  01.39 0.5 07.31 4.2 13.59 0.7 19.39      3.9
 Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

5

6

FRIDAY

The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with

12

-

the Ben Nevis Hotel on Sunday.
MP Charles Kennedy opened 

-

Doon Valley’s Jamie Scully an 

last round lost out on the score-

Next local on display 11 year-

Cameron Whyte lands a counter in his skills 
bout againstLogan MacKay 20_f06box06

James Aitchison on his way to victory against 
Eddie Copland. 20_f06box01

Chris Bradley, left, fought a skills bout against 
Jamie Smith 20_f06box02

Robbie Hall in action against Connor Mac-
Kenzie 20_f06box04

Dan Nixon goes on the front foot in his unanimous win against Liam Laird  20_f06box05

scorecards to earn a well-de-
served unanimous decision.

Old adversary
Thirteen year-old Kevin 

Bailey took the bout.

split decision. 

above Chris and both showed 

-

James showed just why he 

Boxing show 
is a big hit
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