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Business update
MAKING DREAMS COME TRUE
• Trade show will be biggest yet
• SAMS lecturer takes up top role 
• Local producers co-operative scoops top award

Also inside this week: Bonnie Babies • Tiree care crisis • Luing visitor centre green light • Saints crash in cup

Emergency
services
put through                 
their paces

Oban and 
Lorne RFC 
progress to 

Tighnabruaich 
winner of Spot the 
Shinty Ball jackpot

‘Frog’ founder dies Students at SAMS celebrate the announcement that the UHI Millennium Institute has become the University 
of the Highlands and Islands. 15_t05samsuhi1

Man in court after serious assault

Council workers highlight wasteful process

town this week after a 
historic announcement 

of the Highland and Islands’ 

status.

Wednesday and brings the 

specialist institutions and 
research centres spread 
across the Highlands and 
Islands, including Argyll 
College, which has a 
campus in Oban, and the 
Scottish Association for 

Dunbeg.

It is hoped the new status 
will both keep and bring 
more students to the area, 

to the local economy, as well 

the region as a whole.

history of the Highlands 
and Islands. For centuries 

intellectual talent to all 
corners of the globe. We are 
now at a point where that 

the Highlands and Islands 

will be a powerhouse for 
the economic, social and 

region.’

degree courses for some 
time, it is hoped that the new 

more students to them.

someone born and bred in 
the Highlands and Islands, 
and undertaking a PhD 

welcomed the news. 

minister for enterprise, 

to the Highlands and 
Islands and remedy a major 
omission that has been 
present for far too long.’

Oban North and Lorn 

facilities, enable the local 

emic opportunities to 

area.’

AN OBAN man has 

Sheriff Court on charges of 
serious assault.

It is understood that the 
police charged the man 
following an early hours 
brawl in an Oban street last 
Friday.

An area of the town’s 
Airds Place was cordoned 

scene of the alleged assault. 

police were called to assist 
a man suffering from head 
injuries.

taken to Lorn and the Islands 
Hospital in Oban before 

due to head injuries he 
sustained.

been arrested and later 
released on bail.’ 

The Procurator Fiscal’s 

male appeared on two 
charges of serious assault 
after an incident in the town 
centre.’

rateur and music promoter 
has died suddenly at his 
home, aged 54.

was born in Helensburgh 

restaurant in the 1980s be

1989. As a music promoter 

bands such as Orange Juice 

his partner Lindsey.

roads network has been 
defended by the spokesman 
for transport and infrastructure. 
But workers claim the system 
is wasteful. 

Dumping materials

been told not to speak to the 
press, came forward to The
Oban Times concerned about 
wasteful practices within 

council is throwing away 
hundreds of pounds worth of 

public need to know.

materials we were using.’

depot that means we are only 
working for a few hours a day.

must be costing the council 
three or four times the true cost 
of a job because of the waste of 
time and materials.

makes a complaint about a road 

Overtime

spokesman for transport and 

is currently being mainly 
restricted to emergency and 

arises that materials would be 

gained through additional hours, 

‘High standard’

and capability.  The outcome of 

and Bute’s Roads Operations 

performance and commitment 
was underlined by its response 

ced in Argyll and Bute at the 
end of last year, ensuring that 
our road network was kept open 
and safe. The conditions were 
some of the most challenging 

many roads.’

ROBINA Cruickshank, of 
Tighnabruaich, shouted with 
delight on Tuesday after 
learning she had won her 

the Shinty Ball jackpot.

the closest she has come to 

for a near miss, the last 

tomorrow, so I’ll celebrate 

Teachers’ terms may 
change in Argyll

teachers may be changed 
in Argyll and Bute after 
councillors passed a motion 
to bring them into line with 
all other employees.

The full council meeting 
heard that unions are likely 

ment and HR told council

agreement with the unions 
and bring it back before the 
council.’

HIAL backs 
off from Oban 
Airport talks

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

llee@obantimes.co.uk

A FRONT row candidate 

Oban Airport has decided to 

Highland and Islands 

which was in negotiations 
with Argyll and Bute 

future management of 
Oban Airport, said any 

discussions had now ended.

for Argyll and Bute Council 
appeared unaware of the 

dialogue with HIAL on this 

they indicated that they are 
not prepared to look at the 
tendering option.

and the option to seek an 
airport operator through a 
tender process remains an 

If such a process is not 
undertaken, there are other 
possible options, which 

and considering by elected 
members.’ 

managing director for HIAL 
told The Oban Times
knew that Oban Airport was 
going out to tender and we 

Argyll and Bute Council 
about this. 

commercial arrangement 

our costs.

are taking a back seat and do 

the airport at this stage.’
Another group which has 

tendering for the running of 

the airport are members of 
staff.

the pressure of putting a bid 
together in a short time frame 

time for the tender process in 
the spring.

Councillor Duncan 

negotiation with the staff 
at the airport, but as these 
discussions are ongoing then 
it would not be appropriate 
to comment further at this 
time.’

A staff member who did 

offers are on the table at the 
last minute. 

airport is a hot potato that 
the council want to let go of 
as soon as possible.

to reduce costs at the airport. 
That includes manning the 
airport with only four people 
at the weekend. 

staff for the critical incident 

We are taking a back 
seat and do not plan 
to be involved at this 
stage. 
Inglis Lyon, managing 
director, HIAL
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Beachd Ailein
Ailean Caimbeul
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COMA CÒ THA CEART a thaobh innleachd 
leasachaidh na h-eaconamaidh,  Seòras Osborne le 
grad-ghearraidhean neo Ed Balls le moladh air iomairt 
nas socaire, chan eil an sgeulachd math.

Cha ghabh suidheachadh ionmhais na dùthcha 
leasachadh chun am bi smachd air cosgaisean poblach 
ars am Prìomhaire; agus cha mhotha na sin a thachras 
e às aonais fàs gnìomhachais ars Ed Miliband.  Tha iad 
le chèile ceart ach tha feum cuideachd air misneachd 
airson soirbheachadh agus chan eil cus den sin ann an 
ceartuair. Tha mòran feadh na rìoghachd a’ dùrachadh 
gun obraicheadh Buill Pàrlamaid còmhla barrachd 
gus cùisean a leasachadh, seach a bhith ag ionnsaigh 
bhuillean phoilitigeach air a chèile fad na h-ùine. A 
rèir ’s cò ‘n taobh bho bheil thu coimhead, theagamh 
gum bheil rudan math air tachairt à Riaghaltas co-
bhanntachd agus gun teagamh, canaidh cuid gur e fear 
dhiubh sin an cead a tha a-nise aig daoine cumail ag 

Ach a rèir coltais, tha an eaconamaidh fhathast a’ 
crìonadh agus tha barrachd is barrachd a’ call an cuid 
cosnaidh ri linn laigse mhargaidean na dùthcha agus tha 
cuideachd àireamh na h- òigridh a tha gun chosnadh a 
sìor fhàs. Sin rud cho draghail ‘s a th’ann oir tha bunait 
feallsanachd eaconamach an Riaghaltais stèidhichte 
air gum fàs an roinn phrìobhaideach a lìonadh nam 
beàrnan a tha gearraidhean na roinne poblaich ag 
adhbharachadh. Ach ma tha sin dol a thachairt,  bidh 
feum air daoine le sgilean de gach seòrsa agus mura 
bheil òigridh gan ionnsachadh cha bhi luchd-obrach 
ann a leigeas cùisean air adhart. Agus tha dùbhlan eile 
ann cuideachd. Le cead aig na daoine as sine cumail ag 
obair nas fhaide agus le cothroman cosnaidh a sìor fhàs 
gann,  càite bheil an òigridh sin dol a dh’ ionnsachadh?

Tha dleastanas air an Riaghaltas cothrom agus 
misneachd a thoirt dhan òigridh agus tha dleastanas air 
cuideachd cur an sealbh ann an sgilean an àm ri teachd.  
Shaoileadh tù gum biodh Riaghaltas sam bith a tha an 
dòchas taic an t-sluaigh a ghleidheadh airson daoine 
a mhisneachadh le teachdaireachd làidir a thaobh na 
slighe air adhart. Às aonais innleachd bhon Riaghaltas, 
tha e doirbh gun co-dhùnadh gum b’ fheàrr cosnaidhean 
poblach a ghleidheadh ged a bheireamaid na b’ fhaide a’ 
cothromachadh an ionmhais. 

WELCOMING THE RIGHT to work beyond 
traditional retirement age one is also conscious of 
increasing unemployment and particularly the number 
of young people whose career aspirations are being 
frustrated by the economic crisis.

Expenditure control is critical says Cameron, and 
Miliband demands growth. Both are right but people 

sector cuts. In the absence of a clear strategy for growth 

longer.

Ailean Caimbeul
(Allan Campbell ) 

ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Island expert unveils new birdwatching book

David Sexton with the recently published Birdwatching on Mull and Iona book. 
16_t05bird1

A BOOK written by an 
island expert is hoped to be 

the Royal Society for 
Protection of Birds (RSPB) 

Birdwatching on Mull 
and Iona, and it has been 
published by the island’s 
publisher Brown and 
Whittaker.

Mike Madders in 1980.
Top tips

book with new text, updated 
maps and illustrations offers 
some helpful year-round 

help them get the most from 
their holiday. 

‘It also suggests practical 
ways to minimise the risk 
of disturbance to wildlife, 
such as otters and eagles 

go about wildlife watching 
on Mull and Iona without 

causing problems on the 
single-track roads and to 

particularly pays tribute 
to the importance of hill 
farming and grazing and the 

creation of wildlife habitats 
it produces.’

After more than 30 years 

of wildlife watching on 

up some of his own ideas 
on what to watch and where 
and throws in a few tricks of 
the trade based on his time 

a family and as the RSPB’s 

Supportive
TV presenters Kate Humble 

endorsements for the book 

in Tackle and Books in 
Tobermory, all the usual 
outlets including CalMac and 
on the Brown and Whittaker 
website. The author intends 
to donate his own royalties 
resulting from sales of the 
book to the portion of the 
Eagle Fund which gets 
distributed to local good 
causes and charities on Mull 
and Iona. 

and this is one small way 

hope sales go well.’

Counting the cost and 
fearing worst for future

BUSINESSES and organisations across Argyll and the Western Isles have 
expressed serious concerns for their futures with costs escalating on all 
sides. Not only has VAT risen to 20 per cent from 15 per cent in just two 
years, but business rates have dramatically risen and the cost of fuel has 
sky-rocketed. Now, with the prospect of yet another hike in fuel duty 
on the horizon, small businesses across the county are warning that 
something will give unless more is done to help them stay afloat. The
Oban Times reporter STEVEN FLANAGAN asked local representatives from 
a variety of organisations how they were coping with the extra demands 
placed on our businesses by both the UK and Scottish governments.

The road haulier
IAN Campbell is the partner 
of North Connel hauliers, 

increasing fuel prices, caused 
by tax or market prices, is 

his business.

prices we’re paying now are 
crippling us. We go through 
about 10,000 litres of fuel 

increase our prices and, while 

some of it, there’s only so 
much you can absorb.

‘Together, the increases 
are costing us thousands of 
pounds each month. Talk of 
the fuel duty going up again 
in April is quite worrying.

‘I don’t suppose VAT has 
had its full impact yet, but it’s 

big increase in our expenses.  
I don’t think putting it up 
was the right thing to do in 

It’s hitting hardest the people 
that can’t afford it.

companies that feel it most.  

there isn’t a lot of one or two 
job contracts going about 
now. There’s just no small 
business work going about.’

The toursim sector
LINDA Battison is the 
chairwoman of the Oban and 
Lorn Tourism Association, 
which works with hotels and 
tourist attractions to draw 

bookings to the area for the 
season ahead are looking 
healthy, there is concern 

potential for fewer tourists. 

absorb the increases as I’m 

Nobody is able to increase 

increase in costs – it’s just 
not possible.  Our prices, for 
example, are set in September 
for the year ahead.

to be extremely resilient 
to these kinds of things. 

year are already looking 
quite healthy actually.

probably will lose is the 

touring aspect. People like 
to come here and use it as 

and it works the other way 
around as well.

connections by rail, most 
people come here by road 
and it’s depressing enough to 

A85 without thinking about 
the price of fuel.’

The Chamber of 
Commerce
REBERT Hawkes combines 
his role as the owner of 

with the chairmanship of the 
Fort William Chamber of 
Commerce.

He says local businesses 
are extremely worried about 
the potential impact the 

VAT already taking its toll.

impacted on our members 
and in a big way.  

‘One member is a hotelier 
who says the VAT increase 
means he has to generate an 
extra £35,000 per year just 
to stand still.

who is a haulier; VAT and 

considerable impact on his 

charged on top of fuel tax 
adds to that burden.

‘From the business point 

contend with higher rates.
‘I think a lot of businesses 

the tide now and people 

Worse, the opposition parties 

much about it.
‘Fuel duty is too high. The 

be going on strike and that 

on the prices.

as prices start rising. I don’t 

they will.’

View from the isles
CATRIONA MacLennan 

Motors, which operates two 
petrol stations on the island 

was mothballed recently due 
to increasing fuel costs.

car and bike hire for tourists, 

coal for islanders. 

since 1987 and this is the 
worst it’s been. I used to get a 
buzz out of running my own 
business but it’s a trial now.  

it going from 15 per cent to 

That’s a big increase in just 
two years. The price of gas 
canisters for heating has 
gone up a lot too, and coal is 

go up by £1.50 per tonne at 
a time, it’s now going up by 
£60 per tonne.

‘Petrol here is £1.48 per 

for diesel. A few years ago 

the thought of paying £1 per 
litre - now we’re looking at 

you popular with customers.

Oban and rates are going up 
100 per cent. I run a freight 
business as well. We had a 
couple of jobs but, with the 
price of fuel going up, the 
work was costing more than 
the customers would pay, so 

‘Another fuel increase will 
cause a lot of businesses 

pay the three pence a litre 
charge for transport fuel to 
the island, that would make 
a big difference.’

Political view
SO what are our politicians 
going to do about it? 

The Lib Dem MP for Argyll 
and Bute, Alan Reid, has 
already publicly called for 

the planned increase in fuel 
duty this April, but said he 
fully supports the ‘austerity 
measures’ being taken to 

if fuel duty was put up yet 
again. If it does it will be an 
extra four pence per litre.

‘That’s why I raised the 
issue at Scottish Questions 
and with Danny Alexander 
(MP for Nairn, Badenoch 
and Strathspey and chief 
secretary to the Treasury) 

‘With regards to VAT, 

If anyone has any better 
suggestions about how to 
deal with it I’d listen to 

this works. I’m fully behind 
the policy of getting the 
public funds back in balance 

Jim Mather, SNP MSP for 

than 54 per cent of business 
properties in Argyll and Bute 

decrease or stay the same 

of business rates.
‘On fuel, it is simply 

unacceptable that in energy-
rich Scotland, motorists and 
businesses are facing pump 

£1.40 a litre in some areas, 
and we are pressing the UK 

‘Introducing a fuel duty 
regulator would support the 

demand and strengthen 
growth in our economy. We 

and island communities.’

COLONSAY residents are in 

discount scheme.
The news came as the Scottish 

beginning the process of securing 

continue the Air Discount Scheme 

the Highlands and Islands with 
reduced journey fares and times, 

Membership of the scheme in 
the eligible areas is high and the 

the commission, the discount would 
be secured for another four years, 

of Orkney, Shetland, the Western 
Isles, Islay, Jura, Caithness and 
North West Sutherland a 40 per 
cent discount on the price of core 
air fares. 

has pledged to continue to look 

further. This includes requesting 

of the commission that the scheme 
is expanded to the people of 
Colonsay.

This is in recognition of the 
transport challenges they face on a 
daily basis and in response to the 

Glasgow through the Colonsay / 

Welcome news
Councillor Robin Currie, Argyll 

and Bute’s spokesperson for rural 
and island affairs, housing and 

campaigning for on behalf of the 

residents of Colonsay for some 
time,” he said.

Islay, people from Colonsay can 
now get to Glasgow within two 
hours rather than the two days that 
it took before. This is a major step 
forward and qualifying for the Air 
Discount Scheme is the icing on the 
cake.’

Transport minister Keith Brown 

understands how important this 
scheme is to our remote Highland 
and Island communities. 

Charity founder offers 

raised by a cardiac patient 

MacBrayne Ferries.
And his charity, 

the company units for boats 
and training in order for 
ferry staff to use them.

Ross Cowie launched the 
charity after he suffered a 
heart attack in his shinty 
clubhouse. His experience 

mean the difference between 
life and death. 

lucky, there was a passing 
ambulance and trained 

me.

order to reduce response 
times to cardiac arrests in 

into cardiac restart training 

much needed equipment.

units, such as the council 

school, the police station 
and the shinty clubhouse. I 

ships. I think it is ludicrous 

units and I would encourage 
them to take them from the 
charity.’ 

CalMac had sent a letter to 
him saying they were unable 

to take him up on his offer. 

them that they need to 

board. They carry more 
than 5,000,000 passengers 

cardiac arrests in the last 10 

died aboard ship from the 
condition.’

A CalMac spokesman, 
responding to Mr Cowie’s 

can be assured that we treat 

arguments for their use are 
both complex and highly 

reject any suggestion that 
our decision to decline the 

such machines on ferries 

and genuine concerns about 
their use, and adopted our 

from a number of sources, 
including the Maritime and 
Coastguard Agency (MCA), 

other medical professionals. 
‘Neither current legislation 

nor the MCA requires or 

demonstrates that we are not 
alone in holding concerns 
about their use. surrounding 

necessary.’

Counting the cost - David Farrow, from Oban, has 
seen the cost of filling up his Land Rover with diesel 
rocket to more than £70. 15_t05petrol01
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Charge follows claim 
of hospital abuse
A TEENAGER, who alleg-
edly shouted abuse at staff 
in Oban’s Lorn and the Isles 
Hospital and later assaulted 

with causing a breach of the 
peace.

Police were alerted to the 
behaviour of the 17 year-old 
after he shouted abuse at 
medical staff. When police 
went to arrest the teenager 
on Soroba Road at 10.45 pm 
on Friday night he is alleged 

A report has been sent to 

FUNDRAISING events for 
Oban Phoenix Cinema are 
on the cards.

This Saturday enthusiastic 
members of the group’s 
steering group and friends 
will be bag packing in Tesco 
Supermarket between 10 

number events.
A curry night and public 

meeting will be held at the 
Caledonian Hotel on Thurs-
day February 10 between 6 
pm and 9 pm

An auction of goods and 
services has been organised 
at Cuan Mor on Sunday 
February 20 between 2.30 
pm and 4 pm. 

For further information 
- www.obanphoenixcinema.
co.uk

Cinema fundraisers

Council acts on 
benefit fraud

Oban man broke 
curfew order

Injured buzzard 
returns to the wilds

£3million to help 
heat Scottish homes

More than 700 bid 
for redundancy 
information

Coastguard cuts due 
to lack of Google Earth  
claims chief executive

Police call gritters onto the A85 as tanker slip closes road

Royal gift with a difference from Oban RNLI
A ‘WEDDING card’ 
measuring almost 40ft long 
is to be sent to Prince William 
and Kate Middleton.

Members of a new RNLI 
fundraising group in Oban 
are hoping more than 1,000 
people will sign a 12-metre 
long good wishes scroll, 
which has been made by 
Argyll artist Ian Gowdie.

Fundraising chairman 
George Berry explained: 
‘The plan is to invite people 
to sign our scroll and make 
a donation to the RNLI, 
as a wedding present for 
Prince William and Kate 
Middleton.

‘We aim to take the scroll 
around the Oban, Lorn and 
the Isles area, over the next 
couple of months, for young 
and old to sign.’

Mr Berry added: ‘We are 
hoping to collect at least 
1,000 signatures – hopefully 
many more - so this could 
possibly be a record breaker, 
it may well be the biggest 
expression of good wishes 
the couple receive in one 
go.’

Les Stewart, the group’s 
treasurer, added: ‘We 
are starting to organise a 
diary for the scroll to visit 
various places and so far 

the feedback has been very 
positive indeed.’

Paper company Antalis 
McNaughton donated the 
special strong canvas that 
makes up the scroll and 
artist Ian Gowdie, from 
Benderloch, made it free 
of charge. It is decorated 
with painted emblems of 
the ancient Galley of Lorne, 
a recognised symbol of the 
local area, and the RNLI 

Kenneth MacKinnon, the 
Lord Lieutenant of Argyll 

to sign the scroll followed 
by Oban Lifeboat Coxswain 

Ronnie MacKillop.
Mr MacKinnon, who 

steps down from his post 
before the royal wedding, 
said he will work with his 
successor – who has yet to 
be appointed – to ensure the 
good wishes from Argyll 
and Bute reached William 
and Kate. ‘This is very 
much in accordance with the 
couple’s wish for donations 
to be made to charity rather 
than receiving gifts,’ he 
said.

To arrange a scroll signing 
visit telephone Eleanor 
Wilson on Oban 01631 
562418.

Lord Lieutenant of Argyll and Bute, Kenneth MacKinnon, signs the scroll, which is held by Oban lifeboat 
coxswain Ronnie MacKillip. 15_t05rnliscroll01

Tiree’s 
care 
crisis

CalMac’s ‘spiralling fuel bill’ not to affect fares say government

Luing gains planning 
nod for visitor centre

Community support for 
Oban buyout is building

Bridge of Orchy 
mountain rescue
AN INJURED man was 
airlifted from Beinn Dorain 
near Bridge of Orchy by 
Rescue Helicopter 177 on 
Saturday.

Police were alerted to the 
incident at 3.21 pm, near to 
the summit of the Munroe 
after the 52 year-old man 
fell and injured his ankle. 
Oban Mountain Rescue 
Team attended the scene.

group were removed from 
the hillside and the man re-
ceived the medical attention 
he required.’

ISLANDERS are celebrating 
approved planning permiss-
ion for a visitor centre that 
they say will put the island 
on the map.

The Atlantic Islands 
Centre on the Isle of Luing 
received planning consent 
at a discretionary hearing 
on Monday, despite Argyll 
and Bute Council planners 
recommending the building 
for refusal.

Residents at the meeting 
praised councillors who 
made, what they are calling, 
a monumental decision in 
securing a viable future for 
the island and its history.

Councillors arrived to see 

a poster emblazoned on 
the back wall of Cullipool 
Village Hall with pictures of 
all the teenagers on the island 
– who were unanimous that 
the centre should get the 
backing.

Megan Cruickshanks, aged 
15, wrote: ‘This is our future 
you are deciding, and we say 
yes to the trust’s plans for 
the Atlantic Islands Centre.’

Councillor Neil Mackay 
said: ‘The community had 
many relevant points to 
make. The most important 
thing now is that the 
community gets together. I 
wish islanders every success 
with the building.’

A BUZZARD found injured 
in a Lochaber car park has 
been released back into the 
wild.

The juvenile bird was 
found to be malnourished 
and had an injured eye, al-
though the SSPCA say sus-
picions that it was stamped 
on by a deer are wide of the 
mark.

The bird was released at 
the Kings House Hotel in 
Glencoe last week.

ARGYLL and Bute Council 
is warning anyone trying 

that they are likely to be 
tracked down and punished.

The warning came just 
days after two residents 
were prosecuted for claim-
ing money to which they 
were not entitled.

A 68 year old man from 
Helensburgh has been 
ordered to repay £3,744 
in housing and council tax 
and sentence deferred after 
failing to notify the council 
of his private pension, while 
a 34 year old woman from 
Dunoon who failed to tell 
the DSS that she had started 
work was ordered to pay 

£225.
Over the past 18 months 

to September 30 last year, 
the council’s counter fraud 

£176,942 in falsely claimed 

AN OBAN man was ar-
rested on Saturday after 
he broke the terms of his 
curfew order. 

A report has been made 
about the 21 year-old to the 

MORE than 700 people 
have applied for more 
information about voluntary 
redundancy from Argyll and 
Bute Council. 

After receiving the terms 
some workers have already 
ruled themselves out.

Jane Fowler, head of the 
authorities personnel, said: 
‘We are in a continuous 

people want to have volun-
tary redundancy.’

The council currently 
employs 5,000 people.

THE SCOTTISH Govern-
ment has announced an 
additional £3million to help 
heat Scotland’s homes.

The move will mean up 
to 2,500 households will 
be entitled to a payment of 
£400 towards the cost of 
a new boiler, while social 
landlords will receive a 
share of £1million to up-
grade 3,000 properties with 

and lagging for pipes.
More free central heating 

systems will also be made 
available for low-income 
households who contact 
the Scottish Government’s 
home energy hotline.

BLACK ice caused a loaded 
fuel tanker to jack knife on 
the A85 near Dalmally last 
week – but the road had 
not been gritted despite a 
forecast for frost.

The tanker driver was 
uninjured following the 

incident, just after 11am last 
Thursday, but the east bound 
carriageway was closed for 
some hours to allow police 
to recover the vehicle.

Police arrived on the 
scene at around 11.15am 

the road, ordered gritters be 
sent to the scene to prevent 
any further accidents.

Forecast
Scotland Transerv, who 

are responsible for treating 
Scotland’s trunk roads, 
say they did not carry out 

precautionary gritting, 
despite a forecast for frost 
the night before.

A spokesman for Scotland 
Transerv said: ‘On January 
26, 2011, the forecast for 
the following 24 hours for 
the A85 at Strone Hill was 

for dry conditions overnight 
with low temperatures, 
leading to hoar frost. 
The route was patrolled 
overnight.

‘The patrol vehicle has 
the capability of both 
monitoring and treating 

the road if required but our 
records clearly show that 
treatment was not required.  

‘The road was further 
treated following a 
report at 11.15 hours of 
the development of icy 
conditions.’

SOROBA resident Ian Duff 
featured in a BBC docu-
mentary on Tuesday night, 
to share his expertise on 
Scottish lighthouses.

The former lighthouse 
keeper, who most fondly 
remembers his days at Sker-
ryvore, was interviewed ex-
tensively on his knowledge 
of the iconic buildings for 
The Lighthouse Stevensons, 
celebrating the 200th an-
niversary of the construction 
of the Bell Rock lighthouse 
in Arbroath.

The programme is now 
available to watch on 
iPlayer.

Oban former 
lighthouse keeper  
in TV documentary

NEWSDESK 
01631 568060

A DOCTOR on Tiree has 
warned of dire consequences 
for the island if its old 
peoples’ home is removed 
as part of council budget 
cuts.

Council meeting
Dr John Holliday says he 

has been told by a council 
source that The Eventide 
Home in Scarinish will 
be closed if a cheaper 
alternative to running it 
cannot be found, with the 
home currently costing 
around £750,000 a year to 
run.

The facility will come 
under the scrutiny of the 
council today (Thursday), 
as part of its county-wide 
review of older peoples’ 
services.  With the authority 

savings, it is hoping that 
either a third sector company 

forward to take over that, 
as well as other homes 
throughout Argyll and Bute.

If someone cannot be 
found, The Eventide Home 
could well shut.

Dr Holliday said: ‘The 
Eventide Home on Tiree is 
an absolutely fundamental 
part of the fabric of the 
island.

‘If you close an old 
people’s home in Oban, 
there is another one just 
down the road. If you close 
the Eventide Home on Tiree, 

you separate families at a 
crucial stage in their lives. It 
would be unthinkable.’

In addition to providing 
care to its six current 
residents, he said, the home’s 
medical wing is vital to the 
treatment of patients on the 
island.

‘The medical wing, part 
funded by Highland Health 
Board, has transformed the 
way we can look after ill 
and dying patients near their 
families.’

‘Tragedy’
One of the island’s biggest 

employers with 24 staff, the 
home also provides meals 
on wheels, provides respite 
for families and much of the 
care for the medical beds in 
the Continuing Care Unit.

Dr Catherine Todd, another 
partner in the Tiree practice, 
said: ‘Although most people 
prefer to be cared for in 
their own homes, there are 

when the Eventide Home 
is absolutely invaluable. 
Closure would be a huge 
loss.

‘It would be a tragedy.’
A spokeswoman for Argyll 

and Bute Council said: ‘No 
decision has been made to 
date. However, the council 
is committed to developing 
services for older people 
which are both modern in 
design and sustainable for 
the future.’

RUMOURS of a hike in 
Caledonian MacBrayne 
(CalMac) fares after a rapid 
rise in fuel prices have been 
quashed by the Scottish 
government.

In what insiders are calling 

‘a spiralling diesel bill’, 
believed to be on track to be 
over-budget by thousands 
if not millions of pounds, 

a rise in fares. The Scottish 

government and not CalMac 
set the company’s fares.

A Transport Scotland 
spokesperson said: ‘Scottish 
ministers are committed 
to maintaining the fares 
charged by the subsidised 

ferry operators at affordable 
levels.

‘While the customary 
annual fares increase will 
take effect on the Clyde and 
Hebrides routes operated by 
CalMac Ferries from March 

this year, there are no plans 
to increase fares further to 
offset any increases in fuel 
prices.’

This is good news for 
islanders said Ronnie 
Campbell on the Ferry 

Users Group on Mull. He 
said: ‘I would congratulate 
the Scottish government for 
continuing to keep our fares 
at current prices. We are 
already heavily hit by rising 
fuel prices on islands.’ 

PLANS to open the White 
Building on Oban’s North Pier as 
a community enterprise company 
are progressing.

Businessman Graham Mac-
Queen has brought together 
a number of people as board 
members.

Mr MacQueen said: ‘We are at 
the stage of sounding out opinion 
on the White Building and 

take plans forward. Community 
support for our plans has been 
very helpful. 

‘We hope the council, who are 
planning to sell the building, will 
also support us.’

Duncan MacIntyre Argyll 
and Bute Council’s local area 

committee chairman said: ‘No 
closing date has yet been set 
regarding the sale of the White 
Building. Any interested parties 
who wish to note an interest in 
the property or make an offer on 
it are therefore still able to do so.
‘The decision over what offer 
is eventually accepted for the 
building, which is an Argyll and 
Bute asset rather than solely an 
Oban one, will be based on a 
combination of value for money 
and appropriate future use. The 
area committee will of course 
consider any proposition from 
any local group, and will take all 
matters into account in making 
its recommendation, including 
proposed dates of completion.’

NEWTONMORE timber 
specialist, Russwood Ltd, 
is investing £150,000 in a 
new state of the art paint-
ing facility, with additional 
funding of up to £37,908 
from Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise (HIE).
  The managing director of 
Russwood, John Russell, 
said: ‘This investment in 
a specialist bespoke paint 
facility will ensure we can 
develop new products.’

Timber firm invests 
in paint plant

THE Chief Executive 
of the Maritime and 
Coastguard agency 
says planned cuts 
in stations around 
Scotland is because 
their current systems 
don’t take advantage 
of Google Earth.

Speaking on 
Newsnight Scotland 
on Monday, Sir Alan 
Massey said: ‘We 
don’t yet properly 
make use of things 
like geographic 
information systems, 
or computer databases 
- things like Google 
Earth - to the extent 

that we really could.’
His comments have 

provoked outrage, with 
Western Isles MSP, 
Dr Alasdair Allan, 
saying: ‘This was an 
astonishing remark 
by the MCA chief 
executive and I really 
wonder what is going 
through the heads of 
those at the top of the 
organisation.’

‘The idea that 
Google Earth would 
be utilised really raises 
issues about how much 
investment the agency 
is putting into coastal 
and maritime safety.’
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Lorn Lines
OBAN Lions Club are marking their 25th anniversary 
this year with a special celebratory  dinner to be held in 
Soroba House on Saturday, April 16.

Since its foundation in the town in March 1986, the 
Lions have been involved in numerous charity raising 
events, many of which have revolved around people 
simply having fun. 

The organisation has come to the aid of many local 
groups and individuals over the years and have donated 
thousands of pounds raised to a wide variety of worthy 
causes.

One of the Oban Lions Club’s original members, Jim 
Edge said: ‘We are hosting a very special night, not only 
to celebrate reaching a milestone in our organisation, but 
to thank some of the many people who have, in so many 
ways, helped us over the years.’

Some tickets may still be available for the dinner and 
can be obtained from club members.

OBAN Photographic Club met on Monday, January 24 
in the Regent Hotel, Oban

The weekly meeting also doubled as results night.
The judge of the ‘Landscape/Seascape’ was Alex Far-

quhar, a well-known photographer from Fort William. 
He publishes his excellent images under Lochaber 
Light on the Internet. 

Alex gave an excellent criticism of the images and 
members learnt a lot from him – in particular to watch 
out for unwanted details in an image.

Results - Prints: - 1 and 2 Christine Ross; 3 Linda 
Thomson. Projected images: - 1 Maurice Wilkins; 2 
Tim Haynes; 3 Gus MacKinnon.

The club’s next meeting with be on Monday, Febru-
ary 14  and is the judging of the Argyll Trophy by the 
members. The subject this year is ‘Castles of Argyll’. 

ARGYLL and Bute 
Council’s planning 
department has achieved 
its best performance 
since 2007, statistics have 
revealed.

The council claim this 

new planning system and 

with the authority have 
proven to be successful.

An Argyll and Bute 
Council spokeswoman said: 
‘The last quarter of 2010’s 
performance measurements 

highlighted that the 
planning department are 
determining 90 per cent 
of household applications 
within a two month period, 
and 75 per cent of all 
applications within their 
appropriate timescale; being 

two months for small scale 
development applications, 
and four months for major 
applications.

‘Customer satisfaction 
and productivity are also 
on the increase, sharing 
this positive trend of 

improvement.  Argyll and 
Bute Council is now the 
leading rural authority in 
planning developments, 
with performance some 25 
per cent above the average 
of other comparable Scottish 
local authorities.’

Argyll and Bute planners improve performance statistics

A MAN entered his 
mother’s Oban home 
without her consent and 
refused to leave despite 
being asked repeatedly pled 
guilty to breaching a non-
harassment order last week.

Oban Sheriff Court heard 
that Michael Iain Crabtree, 
24, of 2H Scalpay Terrace, 
breached the order on 
January 24, 2011. 

The restriction was 
imposed on November 
23, 2010 following a civil 
action.

Sentence was deferred 
until February 15 for 
reports.

Oban man broke 
court order

New Atlantis climbing 
cube ‘best in the west’

Atlantis Leisure general manager Nick Wesley and 
Roger Elliott, a member of the sub-group overseeing 
the new climbing cube and soft play facilities, show 
off the plans. 08_t05climbingwall01

The new climbing cube with remouldable walls, will 
be challenging for young and old.

REPORT 
by STUART LAUNDY

slaundy@obantimes.co.uk

NEW state-of-the-art 
climbing and soft play 
facilities are to be installed 
at Oban’s Atlantis Leisure 
centre.

The futuristic-looking 
facilities will take the place 
of the centre’s existing 
climbing wall.

Neil Matheson, chairman 
of the Atlantis board of 
directors, said he was 
delighted the plans could 
now be unveiled after users 
of the existing wall initially 
feared they would lose their 
climbing apparatus.

Neil explained: ‘We were 
talking about putting a play 
structure in there. Word got 
out that the climbing wall 
was being taken away and a 
campaign was started to save 
the climbing wall!’

Roger Elliott, a member 
of the sub-group which has 
overseen the project, said 
there were two parts to the 
new facilities.

which is ‘remouldable’.

‘We can change the features 
to keep it interesting and 
challenging for the climbers,’ 
explained Roger.

He added that one of the 
UK’s leading rock climbers, 
Dave MacLeod, had set the 
routes inside the cube.

‘Professional climbers will 
like it as well as kids,’ said 
Roger.

Multi-level
Surrounding the cube will 

be a multi-level children’s 
play area which can cater 
for up to 60 youngsters at a 
time, ranging from babies 
and toddlers to juniors.

It has been designed 
in according with Royal 
Society for the Prevention of 
Accidents guidelines.

Roger said the new 
facilities would be unique to 
the area, with no comparable 
structure until Perth.

‘We hope this will pull in 
families from Fort William 
to Lochgilphead, Mull and 
the islands,’ he said.

Funding for the project 
is now in place. The bulk 
of the cash is coming from 
the Argyll and the Islands 
LEADER fund, which 
last month agreed to give 
£46,049 towards the cost, 
and Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise (HIE).

Neil said it was hoped to 
have the new facilities in 
place by the beginning of 
April.

‘We will keep disruption to 
a minimum and all the usual 
activities at Atlantis will 
be running as normal apart 
from the climbing wall.’

Rather than simply 
throwing the old wall away, 
it is hoped a new home can 
be found for it with a local 
organisation.

An artist’s impression of how the futurist-looking soft 
play area will look.

Fine for teenager found guilty 

A TEENAGER with ‘a major attitude 

being found guilty of breaching the 
peace by attempting to intimidate 

At Oban Sheriff Court on Friday, 
Sheriff Tom Ward told Ruairidh 
Edward Duncan, of 15 Nelson 
Road, Oban, that he had considered 
detaining him but was unable to 
justify that given his recent record. 

Previously, 19-year-old Duncan 
had been found guilty of driving 
slowly past a house that he knew was 

were then off duty, and then parking 
directly outside and persistently 
looking into the house.

He also committed the offence 
while on bail.

Defending, Sandy Mitchell said his 
client had, in his early teens received 
medical treatment for Attention 

stopped the treatment around age 14 
or 15.

He had now been making efforts 
to rebuild his life, and was to open 
a computer sale and repair shop in 
Campbeltown, continuing a business 
he had built up in Oban.

Duncan was also set to move 
to Campbeltown to live with his 
pregnant partner.

Concerned
Sheriff Ward said he was concerned 

that a social enquiry report on Duncan 
showed that he did not accept his 
guilt for the offence.

Sentencing, Sheriff Ward told 
Duncan: ‘It seems to me that you’ve 
got a major attitude problem and 
I certainly gave consideration to 
detaining you today.  

‘I’m also not going to place you 
on probation or community service 
because I don’t think you’d be 
successful.’

Gardens throw 
open gates for 
Snowdrop festival
A SURE sign that spring 
is on the way begins this 

Scottish Snowdrop Festival.

venues to feature in this 
year’s event are Arduaine 
Gardens, Oban and Torosay 
Castle, on Mull and 
Ardardan Walled Gardens.

Part of VisitScotland’s 
Winter White marketing 
campaign, they are among 
more than 50 gardens from 
across the country to throw 

time this year.
The festival – which began 

this week and continues to 
march 15, is set to bring 
a welcome boost for the 
gardens and the surrounding 
tourism businesses as the 
industry goes through its 
traditionally quieter months.

David Adams McGilp, 
VisitScotland’s regional 
director, said: ‘The festival 
allows visitors to experience 
Scotland’s natural assets 
within a variety of 
surroundings, including 
woodland walks, stately 
homes and scenic glens.’ 

For more information on 
participating gardens, visit 
www.visitscotland.com/
snowdrops

Associations sign 
joint agreement
FOUR Argyll housing 
associations formally 
signed a new development 
joint working agreement at 
Inveraray on the January 20.

The agreement between 
Argyll Community Housing 
Association (ACHA), 
Dunbritton, Fyne Homes 
and West Highland Housing 
Association (WHHA) builds 
on the joint work of Home 
Argyll, which provides high 
quality information and 
advice along with a one-
door approach for housing 
in Argyll.  

The Argyll Associations 
have worked collaboratively 
for a number of years on 
wider action with a strategy 
that concentrates on energy, 
poverty and homelessness.

The Development Joint 
Working Agreement 
brings all four associations 
together to work for 
affordable future housing 
development in Argyll.  

Teenager swore in 
emergency ward
A TEENAGER has admitted 
breaching the peace by 
shouting and swearing 
while in the accident and 
emergency ward at Oban’s 
Lorn and Islands Hospital.

Appearing from custody 
at Oban Sheriff Court on 
Monday, Michael Duncan, 
17, also admitted throwing 
liquid in the face of a police 

incidents took place on 
Friday, January 28, 2011.

Sentence has been deferred 
until March 15 for reports.Valium addict who assaulted 

woman is put on probation
A VALIUM addict who assaulted 
a woman before kicking in a door, 
causing it to hit the head of another 
woman, has been put on probation 
for one year.

Appearing from custody at Oban 
Sheriff Court on Monday, Josh 

on January 7, at 6a Soroba Road, he 
assaulted the woman, grabbing her 
by the throat and hitting her on the 
head during an argument.

later, only to be told he was not 
allowed in by a female resident there. 
He then kicked the door with such 

the woman on the head.
Both women suffered injuries as a 

result.
Defending, Laura Russell, said 

that the misuse of valium and 
illicit steroids played a part in his 
behaviour. There were mental health 

himself while in custody.

one year of probation, on the 
condition that he receive counselling 
for drug and alcohol misuse, seek 
medical advice for his mental health 
issues, and gain employment. 

His probation will be reviewed in 
July.

Hazardous A85 at West pass of 
Brander ‘not to be reassessed’
have said they have no intention of 
reassessing the hazard ranking score 
for the A85 at West Pass of Brander, 
despite recent concerns about 
deterioration of the road surface.

The road is currently graded as a 
priority one road for repair, with a 
hazard score of 90, making it one 
of Scotland’s most urgent repair 
priorities.

However, despite further signs of 
‘settlement,’ where one side of the 

road has sunk slightly towards the 
loch, near to the Cruachan Power 
Station Visitor Centre,  the road will 
not be made a more urgent priority. 

A spokesman for Transport Scotland 
said: ‘There are no plans currently to 
reassess the hazard ranking score.

‘However as part of the Landslides 
Action Plan measures are being 
introduced in areas of risk such 
as warning signs at both ends of a 
potentially hazardous section,’ he 
added.

KILMELFORD youngsters 
are being invited to join 
church group Xplorers as it 
restarts after a winter break 
on Sunday, February 6, at 
4pm at Kilmelford Church.

It is followed by a family 
Prayz Time at 5 pm in the 
church where everyone is 
welcome.

The theme is The Lost 
Son.

Church group 
resumes meetings

BAD weather in December took its toll on attendance 
at Oban and District Needlework Group. 

The talk was given by Jean Leader on Lace: Past 
and Present, but those who did attend heard a very 
interesting account of the history of lace over the 
years, and viewed a selection of her own work, 
showing a modern slant on a very old skill.

January’s meeting also unfortunately had to be 
cancelled but it is hoped that members and visitors 
will manage to attend the next meeting to be held on 
Tuesday February 8 at the Guide Hall, Soroba Road at 
7.30pm to hear Susan MacCallum talk on traditional 
kilt-making.

THE AGENDA for Oban, Lorn and The Isles Area 
Committee to be held on Wednesday, February 9, has 
been published.

Up for discussion are Argyll and Bute Council 
customer services, applications for assistance, an update 
on the A85 road, the toilets in Main Street, Tobermory, 

School.
The meeting is held in the Corran Halls.

16 George Street, Oban
w w w. g o r d o n s - c h e m i s t s . c o m

of your favourite
top brand products...100’s
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Mull Lines
TOBERMORY RNLI Lifeboat coxswain Phil Higson 
has been crowned winner of the eighth World Mince 
and Tatties Championship held on the island. 

This year’s competition, held on Saturday night, 
January 29, in Tobermory’s famous Mishnish pub, 

mince and tatties to be found in the world.
-

lowing year was trumped by his partner Sarah. 
This year she chose not to compete saying she was: 

‘Giving him a chance.’
The Lifeboat coxswain is delighted with his victory, 

but will not reveal his secret: ‘I try to make my mince 
the same every time. But I don’t know what I did 
different this year, because it was the best ever. I was 
a bit concerned that my potatoes might let me down, 

Pupils from the primary school on Iona had 
their annual Burns celebration on the January 25 
and the festivities were carried on in the evening in 
the island’s village hall. 

PEOPLE are being asked 
to ‘pop-adom’ down to 
a public meeting about 
Oban Phoenix Cinema on 
the same night as a curry 
fundraiser for the group.

The public meeting will be 
held in the Caledonian Hotel 
on Thursday, February 10, 

from 7 pm. People will be 
able to hear the latest news 
on the fundraising efforts for 
the cinema as well as have a 
say in the future direction of 
the group.

Chairman Donald Mac-
Donald encouraged people 
to turn out to the event. He 

said: ‘We are in an ongoing 

and possibilities about 
the cinema. We cannot do 
this without the help and 
support of the community. 
There is also a need to touch 
base with people that the 
steering group they elected 

are moving in the right 
direction.

‘Our earlier public 
meetings pushed us in the 
direction of community 
ownership – which we have 
been working very hard to 
achieve.

‘We need to hear what 

people want from the 
town’s cinema and I would 
encourage as many people 
to come along.’

People wishing to attend 
the hotel’s curry night can 
eat between 6pm and 9pm 
with all proceeds going to 
the cinema’s fund.

Cinema group aims to ‘curry’ more favour

OBAN will go from ‘good 
to great’ if plans for an Oban 
Standard are taken forward.

A meeting organised by 
Soroba House Hotel training 
establishment brought toget-
her movers and shakers 
from the customer service 
industry throughout Lorn to 
discuss a standard of service 
for people who work with 
the public.

Ben Elmer-White 
welcomed Tourism Minister 
Jim Mather MSP and 
industry leaders from Visit 
Scotland, Argyll College, 
Food and Drink Scotland 
and Skills Development 

Scotland alongside local 
businessmen and women. 

After a number of speakers 
and workshops the groups 
decided to take forward a 

a standard of service. It was 
hoped that the standard 
should be seeded here in 
Oban but be inclusive of the 
whole of Argyll and Isles.

After the meeting Mr 
Elmer-White said: ‘We 
need to discuss the picture 
of customer service in Oban 
and beyond. 

‘There are already 
exceptional performers in 

from their experiences.
‘We need to set up a 

steering group where people 
meet regulalry to move 
things forward.

‘I think there are so many 
opportunities for good 
service. These meetings are 
open to everyone to attend. 
Working together we can go 
from good to great.’

Next meeting is on 
Thursday, February 10, at 
5.30pm at Soroba House 
Hotel anyone with an 
interest in customer service 
is welcome to attend. 

For more details contact 
Ben on 07920 873 871.

MSP Jim Mather, minister for tourism, enjoyed an oyster with Helen Crawford 
and Lee Campbell at a meeting to discuss a standard of customer service in Oban. 
16_t05standard1

Meeting sets standard 
for customer service

ORGANISERS of Fèis 
Latharna and the Highland 
and Islands Music and 
Dance Festival are holding 
a Soup Lunch on Saturday 
February 5, from noon 
until 2pm, in Glencruitten 
Church Centre.

There will be Highland 
dancers and various music 
performers including Gaelic 
singers, clarsach players, 
guitarists and even a few 
ukulele players at the event.

Organiser Joanie Garvin 
said: ‘I hope as many people 
as possible can come along 
to the soup lunch. In the 
past they have been a very 
successful events and fund-
raisers.

‘We hope to raise aware-
ness of the organisations 
with information and 
brochures being handed out 
about both events.’

Musical soup lunch 
date this Saturday

Man jumps into 
Black Lynn to avoid 
capture by police 
A MAN accused of causing 
a breach of a peace tried to 
make a quick get away by 
jumping into Oban’s Black 
Lynn burn.

The 20 year-old jumped 
into the burn after neigh-
bours in Stevenson Street 

arrived, in the early hours of 
Sunday morning they arrest-
ed a 19 year-old. However, 
another man absconded and 
jumped into the water in a 
bid to escape the long arm 
of the law.

Police pulled the man out 
and charged him with a 
breach of the peace.

Crash death on 
Tyndrum road
A MAN died at the scene 
of a single vehicle road ac-
cident on the A85 at about 
7pm on Friday evening.

Three people were in a van 

miles west of Tyndrum.

year-old man from Dun-
fermline died of his injuries 
at the scene.

Bird Watch checks 
garden bird numbers
RSPB Scotland held its an-
nual garden bird watch sur-
vey last weekend, hoping to 
see how Scotland’s wildlife 
fared during December’s 
frosty conditions.

Now in its 32nd year, the 
Big Garden Birdwatch pro-
vides RSPB Scotland with a 
‘snapshot’ picture of garden 
bird numbers in each region 
of the country and can help 
highlight any worrying 
declines.

For more information, log 
on to the website at www.
rspb.org.uk/birdwatch/

Arrest after drugs 
are found
A 26 YEAR-old man has 
been arrested in Oban for 
possession of a controlled 
drug.

The man was arrested on 
the town’s Gibraltar Street 

he was searched by police 

found to be in possession of 
Diazepam.

A report has been made to 

A REWARD of £2,500 has 
been posted by animal rights 
groups for information 

prosecution of someone 
illegally killing seals under 
new laws that came into 
force last Monday.

New licence
Under part six of the new 

act anyone intending to 
shoot seals in Scotland must 

the Scottish Government. 
Yet, only 68 applications 
have been received for new 
licences – as opposed to the 
300 people with licences 

that at least 3,500 seals are 
legally killed in Scottish 
waters every year.

John Robins of Animal 
Concern is worried that some 
of those currently entitled to 
kill seals will continue to 
do so without obtaining the 
new licence. He has already 
objected to over half of the 
licence applications as the 
Scottish Government has 
not carried out any checks to 

installed proper predator 
exclusion nets and acoustic 
scarers to protect their stock 
without having to resort to 
shooting seals. 

Mr Robins was responsible 
for the only successful 
prosecution for killing seals 
under the Conservation 
of Seals Act 1970 and he 

successful prosecution 
under the new legislation 
which comes into force 
on Monday. The pressure 
group Animal Concern and 
the charities Save Our Seals 
Fund and Animal Concern 
Advice Line have jointly 
underwritten the £2,500 
reward.

Mark Carter of  Marine 
Concern, in Bonawe, said 
he welcomed the legislation. 
He said: ‘It is still too early 
to say how the new laws 
will work out and we are 
watching it closely but it is 
good to see the law come 
into force.

Mark, who went on 
hunger strike for 70 days to 
campaign on the plight of 
the common seal, said the 
legislation was very clear 
about who should get a 
licence.

‘For example,’ he said, 
‘If someone does not have 
double skinned nets at their 

should not be issued. The 
way the law is worded it 
seems straightforward.

Conservation areas 
‘I have applied for a 

I have been asked for 
further information and I 
would hope all applications 
are treated in this careful 
manner.’

Cabinet Secretary for Rural 
Affairs and the Environment, 
Richard Lochhead said: 
‘These seal management 
measures deliver a 

how we manage the impact 

coast. The new measures 
have been introduced after 
extensive consultation and 
Marine Scotland will now 
take forward implementation 
and monitoring.

‘Alongside licensing, we 
are introducing a number of 
conservation areas designed 
to protect vulnerable local 
populations of common 
seals. The areas cover 
Moray Firth, Shetland, 
Orkney, Firth of Tay and the 
Western Isles.’

Animal
rights
groups post 
seal bounty

TWENTY ONE pupils and 
three members of staff from 
Oban High School set off 
for a four day Maths Study 
Experience to Disneyland 
Resort Paris during January.

The group took part in 
three maths sessions cover-
ing such topics as maths in 
roller coaster design, maths 
in relation to the work of 
the landscaping, parades 
and costume departments, 

the importance of maths in 
relation to the hotel book-
ing system, hotel occupancy 
rates and maintenance 
analysis.

While visiting the theme 
parks, the group also com-
pleted assignments. A great 
time was had by all and new 
friends were made along the 
way.

Maths study group 
goes to Disneyland

National Trust 
counts cost of 
winter weather

EMERGENCY services 
were put through their paces 
during a mock disaster at 
Oban Airport on Saturday.

The exercise, codenamed 
‘Bailey’, aimed to test how 
a real emergency would 
be handled and involved 

staff, Argyll and Bute 

staff, NHS Highland and 
the Scottish Environment 
Protection Agency.

Plane crash
The scenario imagined that 

an Islander plane from Coll, 
with passengers on board, 
was approaching the airport 
from the north west when 
the pilot lost control.

The aircraft drifts over 
towards the travellers’ site 
at Ledaig, loses height and 
collides with a caravan, 
causing it to burst into 

The aircraft then crashes 
to the ground just inside 

A number of volunteers 
played the part of casualties 
as the emergency services 
raced to the two areas 
affected by the incident.

‘Essential’
The main aim of the 

exercise was to ensure that 
emergency operations at 

requirements of the Civil 
Aviation Authority.

Thomas Eddleston, senior 

Airport said exercises such 
as those at the weekend 
were essential. 

‘We need to test our 
emergency procedures 
regularly, as part of our 
license conditions from the 
Civil Aviation Authority, 
but these events have much 
greater value than that. It 
was a great opportunity 
for all of the agencies who 
would be involved in a real 
emergency to get together 
and familiarise themselves 
with the facilities, equipment 

and the procedures we’d 
use.

‘Safety is the most 
important aspect at the 
airport and everyone 
using our site should be 
reassured that if there was 
a real incident then we are 
prepared.

‘The event was a great 
success and I’m sure I speak 
for everyone when I say I 
hope we never have to put 
our emergency training into 
practise. I’d also like to 
thank everyone who came 
along to take part, especially 
the actors, who did a great 
job playing casualties in the 
cold.’ Councillor Donald 
MacDonald, chairman of 
the Oban, Lorn and the Isles 
Safety Forum, attended 

observer.
He said it was reassuring 

to see that all involved were 
taking the possibility of an 
emergency at the airport 
seriously.

Firefighters play their part in last Saturday’s mock ‘disaster’ at Oban Airport 
15_t05airport1

Emergency services attend 
‘plane crash’ at Oban Airport
Training exercise ‘essential’ says fire chief

CONSERVATION charity, the National 
Trust, for Scotland has launched a 
fundraising appeal to repair damage 
at historic properties caused by this 
winter’s severe weather.

The trust, which cares for some of 
Scotland’s most loved castles and 
houses, is counting the cost of broken 
gutters, burst pipes and damaged 
trees and shrubs following last year’s 
record snowfalls and low temperatures. 
December was the coldest in 100 years, 
with plummeting temperatures, heavy 
snow, gale force winds and ice. 

Scale of damage 
Properties throughout Scotland felt 

the impact of the severe winter weather 
and the scale of the damage at some 
places is only now becoming apparent. 

Chief Executive Kate Mavor said: 
‘Like many householders, we’ve felt 
the force of the big freeze. With so 
many historic places in our care, we’re 
only now beginning to understand the 
size of the repair bill that this winter’s 
weather has caused. 

‘As a charity, we rely on our supporters 
to help us meet these unforeseen and 
unfortunate extra costs. A conservative 
estimate suggests that we could be 
spending in excess of £100,000 on 
extra repairs this year. 

‘Obviously insurance covers some of 
this, but to ensure that we can cover 
the costs comfortably and start work 
on immediate repairs, we do need extra 
help now to ensure that these heritage 
gems get swift care and repair and that 
they are ready to welcome visitors in 
the spring.’ 

2100.

WEDDINGS on Mull are set to be given the elegance 
treatment after several businesses got together to pro-
mote themselves under the banner of Elegant Island 
Occasions.

Providing linen, decorations, wedding cakes, buffets 
amongst other things – the venture draws together the 
skills of a number of small businesses on the island.

Nikki Grant, who decided to start the venture after 
-

egant Island Occasions was created from a desire to offer 
an affordable event styling service.

‘We offer quality linen hire which includes chair cover 
and sash hire suitable for banquet chairs.

‘We also have a number of add-on packages for your 
event including handmade cakes, candy bars and buffet 
packages.

The products and services can then be used at a number 
of venues throughout the island including Aros Hall, 
Western Isles Hotel, Craignure Village Inn and The Salen 
Hotel.

PENNYGHAEL Development Association has been 

The awards were made by Argyll and the Is-

Lottery ‘Investing in Ideas’ fund. 
The group will now move forward with a village 

hall project. This includes appointing consultants to 
assess needs, demand and alternative options, a com-
prehensive business plan and a funding strategy.
It also hopes to appoint an architect to work with 
the consultants and produce costed design options to 

Let’s make this year, your year 
Business Gateway offers free practical help and advice for new and 
existing businesses, including a range of free workshops.

Planning to start your own business?
Join our FREE two day workshop where you will learn how to develop 
your ideas into a practical and effective plan to launch your business. 
Key elements include: Getting the marketing right for your business; 
Developing a realistic, working business plan; Deciding what finance you 
need and learning how to use financial information.

Becoming self employed?
This FREE workshop run by HM Revenue and Customs will be run on the 
last afternoon of the 2 day workshop, but can be booked separately. The 
workshop will give you the knowledge you need to register your self-
employment; setup and maintain business records; know what National 
Insurance to pay; know what expenses you can claim and know which 
pages of your Self Assessment Tax Return you need to complete.

Where will the course be held?
Community Centre, Manse Brae, Lochgilphead

Tuesday 8 & Wednesday 16 February 2011 from 9.30am to 4.30pm•
Tuesday 7 & Wednesday 8 June 2011 from 9.30am to 4.30pm•

Queens Hall, Dunoon
Wednesday 2 & Thursday 3 March 2011 from 9.30am to 4.30pm•
Wednesday 22 & Thursday 23 June 2011 from 9.30am to 4.30pm•

ACHA, Menzies House, Glenshellach Business Park, Oban
Monday 14 & Tuesday 15 March 2011 from 9.30am to 4.30pm•
Wednesday 1 & Thursday 2 June 2011 from 9.30am to 4.30pm•

Fyne Homes, Rothesay
Wednesday 23 & Thursday 24 March 2011 from 9.30am to 4.30pm•

Aqualibrium, Kinloch Road, Campbeltown
Tuesday 29 & Wednesday 30 March 2011 from 9.30am to 4.30pm•

For more information on any of our courses please call 
the Business Gateway team on 01546 605459 or 
email business.gateway@argyll-bute.gov.uk 

More photos available online 
OBANTIMES.CO.UK
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Down Your Way
This week - Luing

Next week DOWN YOUR WAY
visits Rum

KYLE Primary School was invaded 
by junior Vikings last Wednesday 
when P3-5 pupils turned up for class 

The children have been studying 
the Vikings for a class project and 
brought items of food to school the 

A feast with mussels, cockles, 
salmon, salt herring, venison, 
chicken and roasted beef as well as 

a variety of vegetables on the menu 
was prepared and cooked – then 
the pupils used peelings from the 
vegetables to dye clothing just as the 

A Viking house was also recreated 
in the classroom - although the hay 
left behind, we are told, took a bit of 
tidying up!

Class teacher Mary Logan said: 
‘The children really enjoyed the 

experience and when asked what 
the best part of the day was, the 
majority replied ‘everything!’

‘This was a excellent experience 
which provided the pupils with a 
lasting insight into some aspects of 

The children plan to follow the 
day up with a Viking burial at sea, 
at which they hope to burn a Viking 

Vikings invade Kyle Primary School

TAYNUILT Station was completed 1879 and opened on July 1, 1880 by the then Callander and Oban Railway.  The two-platform through station had extensive 
timber buildings on the down platform and a sizeable shelter on the opposite side; it also had a substantially-built water tower. Over the main entrance door on the 
south side of the station there was for many years a badge with the inscription ‘C. and O.’ and the date of construction in Roman numerals. Taynuilt Station is now 
unmanned and the majority of the impressive timber station buildings have been demolished following a fire. However, the station platforms are in daily use as part 
of the Oban to Glasgow ScotRail network.

Taynuilt station - then and now

COLONSAY

THE ISLE of Colonsay will 

BENDERLOCH

BENBECULA

CANNA

SKYE

ARISAIG

GLENMORISTON

DRUMNADROCHIT

LISMORE

NORTH UIST
COLINTRAIVE

SOUTH UIST

LEWIS

ALASDAIR MacLachlan is the new team member 
for the Cuan Ferry, which is operated by Argyll and 

he had worked with his brother Eoghan since leaving 
school and took up the post from Tony Gannon, who 

Alasdair joins a strong team, with John Connell, 
Alasdair MacFadyen, and Kirsteen Morrison as 
full time ferry operators, plus ferry assistants Colin 

Eoghann MacLachlan  -who live on the Luing, have 

Kirsteen has just returned from maternity leave 
following the birth of her daughter Katie Ellen 

She and Alasdair are no strangers to working 

They say that the sea has to be in your blood 
and this seems to be the case with Argyll and Bute 
Council’s ferry operators, as Alasdair MacFadyen’s 
brother Allan is also a ferryman on the Easdale 

FRIDAY night training for the Luing Community 

school, as both village halls are in use for other 

This month the group is training with Oban 
Paramedic Robbie Johnstone who keeps the island’s 

First responders are a well-established group on 

The group, though supported by the Scottish 
Ambulance Service, have to fundraise for equipment, 

ISLE of Luing Primary School is delighted to announce 
it has successfully achieved its Eco Schools Green 

was adopting Blackmill Bay Beach on the island as a 

are already working towards their next Green Flag 
with the support of the local community, with a focus 
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AROUND THE RURALS

Shinty star’s £3,000 thank-you
LESS THAN a year after 
being diagnosed with 
cancer Argyll sporting 
inspiration David Mac-
Pherson is back playing 
shinty, running marathons 
and raising thousands of 
pounds for charity.

Just weeks after getting 
the all clear from doctors 
at Glasgow’s Beatson 
Oncology Centre the 
Inveraray shinty star 
handed over £3,000 to the 
hospital charity Friends of 
the Beatson.

‘I wanted to put 
something back into the 
Beatson,’ he said. 

‘The Friends of the 
Beatson is a fantastic place 
for patients to go and get a 
cup of tea, read a magazine 
and just get away from it 
all; you don’t feel like you 
are in hospital.’

David was diagnosed 
with testicular cancer 
in April last year after 
visiting doctors with what 
he believed to be a sporting 
injury. The 31-year-old 
had been suffering from 
a dull ache in his testicle, 
which he put down to a 

knock received in training 
a few weeks earlier. But a 
check-up revealed a much 
more serious illness and 
David was told to return to 
hospital for an operation 
the next day.

David had signed up for 
the Great Scottish Run 
three days before being 
diagnosed and hadn’t 
planned on running for 
a charity. But following 
the support and care he 
received from the Fiends 
of the Beatson during his 
recovery David decided 
to run to raise funds and 
awareness of the disease.

‘I want to thank everyone 
who made a donation. 
The amount of support 
I have received has been 
overwhelming.

‘People I don’t really 
know made a donation 
so I hope this thank you 
reaches them.’

David urged anyone 
concerned about testicular 
cancer to ‘get it checked 
out’.

‘The most important 
thing is to catch it early,’ 
he said.

David MacPherson - back playing shinty after cancer 
scare.

CRAIGNISH
THE 11th annual boat 
jumble and car boot sale, 
which is being run by local 
charity Craignish Com-
munity Company, will be 
held in Craignish Village 
Hall on Saturday, March 26, 
between 10.15am and 2pm. 

As well as being an oppor-
tunity to have a good clear 
out and make some money 
out of all those unwanted 
bits and pieces, there is 
always the possibility of 
picking up a real bargain 
amongst the anchors, elec-
tronics, sails and even boats, 
which will be on offer. 

For non-nautical people, 
there will be ‘general’ stalls 
to browse round and with 
lunchtime refreshments 
on offer a visit to this well 
established event makes a 
good family day out. 

Spaces are at a premium, 
so anyone wanting to par-
ticipate should book a table 
inside or a space in the car 
park as soon as possible. 
Ring 01852 500689.

INVERARY
INVERARAY and District 
Local History Society 

the New Year on Tuesday, 
January 11.  

Sadly, for personal 
reasons, their guest speaker 
could not come along but 
the group was fortunate 
that John Gleeson, of H.B. 
Gleeson Consultants, 
stepped into the breach.

John and his associates 
are building conservation 
surveyors.  In 1986 John 
joined the College of Estate 
Management where he and 
Dr Stephen Bond jointly set 
up and developed the RICS 
postgraduate diploma course 
in building conservation.

This subject was close 
to the hearts of many who 
attended this talk as most 
are greatly interested in the 
conservation of the many 
old buildings in the Argyll 
area which are badly in 
need of some TLC, one 
such building being the 
old gate lodge to Kilmory 
Castle, immediately on the 
Lochgilphead side of the 
new School Campus.

Leonard McNeill, of 
Inveraray and District 
Local History Society, 
said: ‘I think that very 
few who attended this 
meeting had any idea how 
‘building language’ is most 
important when dealing 
with organisations such as 
Historic Scotland.

‘John enlightened us as 
to the delicate differences 
between words such as 
‘repair’, ‘renovation’ and 
‘building extensions’. All 
in all this evening went in 
much too quickly.  It was a 
fascinating talk for which 
we are very grateful to Mr 
Gleeson.’

ARRAN

A TEAM of Arran High 
School pupils has proposed 
a Fine Foods of Arran 
Festival to promote tourism 
on the island. And their 
idea won them a Dragons’ 
Den style competition at the 
school last Friday.

All S1 pupils were 
involved in the Enterprise 
Day hosted by Arran 
High School and jointly 
organised with Auchrannie 
and Ayrshire Chamber of 
Commerce.

The theme of the day was 
‘Tourism’ and the challenge 
‘to promote Arran tourism 
with a new Festival or 

Pupils from Craignish Primary School need the help of the community to discover its past.

Craignish primary plans 150th birthday celebrations
CRAIGNISH Primary 
School celebrates a special 
birthday this year and help is 
needed from the community 
to help trace its past.

Like The Oban Times, 
the Ardfern-based primary 
school is 150 years old.

Children, staff, parents 
and members of the wider 
community decided that this 

worth celebrating.
Head teacher Anne Wilson 

explains: ‘An enthusiastic 
group of parents, staff, 
children, the parish minister 
and members of the 
community got together to 
start planning what sort of 
activities and celebrations 
would take place over the 
course of the year.

‘Staff decided to undertake 
a big, whole school topic 

which would run from 
January until June. They 
asked all the children what 
they would like to do. 

‘Children had hundreds 
of ideas which included 
doing lots of map work 

as much as possible about 
the Craignish peninsula, 
asking older members of the 
community what the area 
was like in the past, putting 
on some sort of show or 
presentation, creating 
displays of work undertaken 
and photographic displays, 

and doing some large 
commemorative pieces of 
art work including making 
a Craignish school banner, 
creating a friendship seat for 
the playground and building 
some willow pods in the 

huge party and ceilidh with 

‘All of these ideas are 
being incorporated and 
funding is being sought 
form several sources for the 
arts projects,’ she added.

‘The children are already 
well under way with the 
topic and have been looking 
at some of the schools old 
log books. Archives in 
Lochgilphead have been 
particularly helpful in the 

maps and documents about  
the history of the area.

‘Staff and children are 
very keen to involve the 
whole community within 
this project and hope that 
lots of people will get in 
touch with the school if they 
have any old photographs 

or information about the 
peninsula from the last 150 
years.’

A coffee morning has been 
planned for Friday, February 
25, at 10.15 am in Craignish 
Village Hall for anyone who 
would like to get involved 
in the project and feels that 
they have interesting stories 
to tell or photographs to 
share from the last 70-80 
years. The senior pupil and 
his deputy will be on hand 
to talk to people about life 
in present day Craignish 
Primary School. 

If you would like further 
information about the 
project or would just like 
to get in touch, contact the 
head teacher, Anne Wilson, 
on 01852 500562 or email 
enquiries@craignish.argyll-
bute.sch.uk

Salen
ON Wednesday, January 12, Margaret 

meeting of 20111. 
We began with a business meeting, 

then we had a ‘Taste & Try’ evening. 
The table was covered with a 
wonderful display of different dishes. 

The food ranged from cheese and 
biscuits, chutneys, savoury pastries 
and bread sticks, scones, quiche, then 
lovely chocolate cake, lemon and 
ginger slice, cherry, fruit and cherry 
slice all accompanied with a nice cup 
of tea. Everyone enjoyed a good feast.

In the competitions, Betsy Ingram 

Grover for a baby jacket.

Tiree
THIRTEEN members were welcomed 
to the January meeting by president 
Caroline MacLean.

New Year greetings were shared by 
and various business matters were 
discussed.

Caroline then welcomed our speaker 
John Bowler (RSPB), who was taking 
us to the remotest South Atlantic 
island  – Tristan du Cunha. 

This was a most informative evening 
about the island and the albatross.

John said the island had many 
similarities with Tiree. John was 
assisting in the ringing and marking 
sites of new albatross, plus removing 
data loggers of previously tagged 
birds, which would report where the 
birds had been in the past year.  

4000 foot mountain daily, weather 
permitting – some climb.

The slides of the mountain and the 
birds were marvellous, as were the 
slides of the wild life he saw on his 
return boat journey to Capetown.

Wilma MacFadyen thanked John for 
sharing his visit with the group and a 
gift was given.

Hospitality was served and lots of 

In the Competition for the Scrapbook 

Tobermory
TOBERMORY institute usually has a 
busy January, starting with the ‘Old’ 
New Year Tea party and moving on to 
our institute night out.

Unfortunately, nasty weather caused 
the cancellation of the tea party which 
was to have been held on January 8, 
but it’s been resolved to have a do to 
celebrate St Valentine instead. 

Invitations will be coming out in 
early February and we look forward to 
being able to welcome lots of guests.  

Our own institute night out was held 
at Park Lodge where Rebecca and 
Geoffrey provided a delicious meal in 
comfortable surroundings.

Our guest for the evening was Susan, 
who has so kindly catered for us for 
many years – we felt that she really 
did deserve a break!

Afterwards we played some games 
– and the Park Lodge staff joined in 
too!  Altogether a lovely evening, 
thank you.

Now we’re looking forward to 
February and the quiz – we hope to 
welcome teams from all the institutes 
and Margaret Broad is preparing to 
make us all rack our brains for long-
forgotten facts.

Dervaig
Knit and Natter’s here again,
Not in snow but showering rain.
In spite of that the members come

At the Hall there’s chat and laughter
News exchanged, and business done;

Notices exchanged and read.
After that the work begins,

pins.
Tea is served with scones and biscuits,
Easy chatting, though we’re few -
Relax, “the Rural’s” there for you!

Fort William

art demonstration at their January 
meeting.

Margaret Bellwoods’ has recently 
returned from a holiday to Japan, 
China and Singapore. 

She used the trip as the inspiration 

demonstration.
After a vote of thanks was given, 

Rosa MacDiarmid was named winner 
of the competition for a jar of chutney.

The next meeting will be at 
Treasures of the Earth on February 7.

Follow us on 

facebook

www.facebook.com/
obantimes

Event’ was set by Richard 
Small, General Manager of 
Auchrannie.  Pupils were 
split into seven teams, 
each led by a business 
advisor from Auchrannie 
or the Ayrshire Chamber of 
Commerce and assisted by a 
senior pupil. 

In their groups, pupils had 
to consider how they could 
encourage more visitors in 
the quieter months on Arran 
in order to promote the 
island as an all year round 
destination for a wide range 
of people.

Following brainstorming 
in the morning, each 
team had to agree on an 
appropriate choice of 
festival or event.

It was then up to 
each group to develop 
appropriate marketing 
materials including an eye-
catching logo, marketing 
poster, presentation and 
rationale for their choice.

In the afternoon, groups 
then had to present their 
ideas to Dragons’ Den style 
judges in the form of Linda 
Johnston of Auchrannie and 
Angela Elliott-Walker of 
Glenartney, both VisitArran 
members.

email
YOUR

District News 
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Send your entry to:
The Oban Times Bonnie Baby Competition, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll

Name of parent/guardian:.................................................................................

Address: ............................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................

Full name of child:  .......................................... Age at 24/01/2011: ..................

Signature of parent/guardian:...........................................................................

Everyone’s favourite 
competition is back and The 
Oban Times is looking to find 

the west coast’s bonniest 
baby in 2011.

If you think your baby is the cutest in the 
West of Scotland then nominate them.

Our panel of judges will help us find our Bonnie Baby of 2011 
and the top tot will be crowned Oban Times Bonnie Baby 2011 
and his/her parent or guardian will receive a top prize with two 

runners up also receiving an award.

The deadline to enter your child is Monday, February 28 at 5pm
and children must be two or under on 28/02/2011.

Parent/Guardian must consent to publication of their child’s photograph 
in our papers by signing the entry form.

Entries, including one photograph, MUST be accompanied by the 
official entry form which can only be obtained from The Oban Times. 

Photocopies will not be accepted.

If you wish your picture returned, 
please enclose a stamped addressed envelope.

Normal Oban Times terms and conditions apply and the editor’s decision is final.

Your Oban Times
Bonnie Babies

Rosie Cuthbertson,
Oban, 15 months 

Rocco Berardelli,
Torlundy, 10 months.

Connor Blue,
Oban, 16 months.

Xander Dunn,        
Oban, 17 months.

Megan Clark,         
Oban, 13 months.

Jamie Steele, Lochawe, 
aged 15months.
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PLOCKTON and district 
horticultural and arts and 
crafts society held a talk in 
Plockton Hall on January 
20 when the guest speaker 
was David MacLean, head 
gardener at Dunvegan Castle 
Gardens.

Mr MacLean gave a very 
interesting talk entitled 
‘raised beds and general 
gardening hints’, which was 
enjoyed by an audience of 
over 30 who also enjoyed 
the pot luck supper which 
followed.

The following evening 62 
people attended the annual 
Burns Supper organised by 
Robert Kennedy. 

Young Cameron Sharp 
piped in the haggis, which 
was carried by his brother 
Alastair.  Peter MacKenna 
addressed the haggis and 
after an excellent meal of 
soup, haggis, turnips and 
potatoes followed by coffee 
and shortbread supplied 
by the Plockton Inn, Mr 
MacKenna proposed the 
Immortal Memory.

Roddie MacLennan of 
Lochcarron proposed the 
Toast to the Lassies and Mary 
Jane Campbell replied.

Peter and Mary Jane also 
sang as did Norman Craig of 
Balmacara, who recited Tam 
o’ Shanter. Willie Gillespie 
recited Holy Willie’s Prayer 
and the great evening was 
rounded off with music and 
songs from the pupils of the 
music school at Plockton.

Elsewhere, the Lochalsh 
branch of the Royal British 
Legion Scotland had their 
fence and gate round the 
war memorial at Balmacara 
badly damaged by a vehicle 
recently. 

They would like to hear 
from the driver before taking 
furthur action. Branch 
treasurer is Donnie Gordon 
on 566259. The vehicle 
is believed to be from the 
Broadford area.

PLOCKTON

TIREE

BLUSTERY, south-easterly winds and a 

for local creel boats and, as a result, an 

interesting haul of early season pollock 
off Scalpay but herring have all but 

they have never seen them so scare in 
Western Isles waters.

Electricity supplies have not been 
disrupted this winter and islanders 
are very appreciative of the work of 
the ‘Hydro’ men to keep their power 

Scalpay and many other areas of Harris 
have old buildings falling into disrepair. 
Finding local contractors able, and 
willing, to complete repairs is becoming 
a problem and the costs involved in 
demolishing such buildings results in 
many being left to the mercy of the 
elements.

ISLAY
BOWMORE has a bright 
new café restaurant in Shore 
Street.

Mairi Porter has taken 
over the former church 
building owned by Argyll 
and Bute Council and has 
named her new eatery ‘The 
Holy Coo’.

GAELIC bingo comes to Is-
lay next week when it’s eye 
down on Friday at 7.30pm 
at Ionad Chaluim Chille Ile 
(Columba Centre), Bow-
more.

Next month, the venue will 
be the Bistro Café, Cyber 
Café, in Port Ellen.

All are welcome and the 
evening is suitable for non-
Gaelic speakers.

A WORKSHOP is to be 
held tomorrow (Friday) at 
Ionad Chaluim Chille Ile 
(Columba Centre), Bow-
more on the place names to 
be found on Islay and Jura.

Volunteers will then use 
maps, manuscripts and 
recordings, as well as inter-
viewing local Gaelic speak-
ers, to compile a booklet 
to be published by Scottish 
Natural Heritage.

SIX young footballers 
from Islay Boys Football 
Club travelled to train with 
Kilmarnock Football Club’s 
youth squad and all put up a 
good performance.

Connagh Fletcher, Scott 
MacCalman and Liam 
Logan took part in train-
ing sessions with the under 
14s, while Gregor Mitchell, 
Harry Thomson and Bailey 
Freeman trained with the 
Under 12s.

Kilmarnock manager Mixu 
Paatelainen invited the boys 
to take their place as ball 
boys at the Scottish Premier 
League match against Dun-
dee United at Rugby Park.

ISLAY Motor Club will 
hold their next meeting this 
Sunday at the Port Mor 
Centre at 3.30pm.

Islay Letter
Burns Supper
FEIS Ìle chairperson
Florence Gray welcomed 
the large audience 
attending the group’s 
annual tribute to Robert 
Burns in the Lagavulin 
Distillery Centre.

Following the Selkirk 
Grace from parish 
minister Rev Dr Rob 
Barlow, the haggis 
was piped in by James 
Carmichael and carried 
to pride of place by Iain 
MacPherson.  Complete 
with dichted knife, it was 
addressed with conviction 
and gusto by John Findlay 
Jnr.

After heaps of homely 
fare, the toast to the 
Immortal Memory 
was honoured by Neil 
Woodrow, manager of 
Ionad Chaluim, Chille Ìle.  
Neil’s address was well 
prepared and delivered 
and touched on the 
various historical events 
which had impacted on 
and coloured the life and 
writings of the Ayrshire 
ploughman poet.

Praising the lassies was
local boy Lord Robertson 
of Port Ellen, a former 
Minister of Defence and 
Secretary General of 
NATO.  

In a toast well laced with 
humour he referred to the 
many lassies who had 
featured in the bard’s life 
and who had often proved 
to be the inspiration 
for some of the most 
outstanding love poetry 
ever penned.

It fell to Georgie 
Crawford, the recently 
appointed manager of 
Lagavulin, to respond.
And respond she did with 
strong feminine defence 
delivered in hilarious 
rhyming couplets which 
Rabbie himself would 
have envied. 

With the arrival of the 

band the night drove on 
with songs and clatter.  
The band selections 
pleased the dancers 
as did the song input 
from Robert Baker, Iain 
MacPherson and Alec 
Brown.

There was even an 
appearance by ‘Tam O’ 
Shanter’ who was ably 
led on his merry way 
by Dorothy Carmichael, 
a former editor of the
‘Ileach’.

This was the festival 
committee’s 12th 
annual Burns bash 
and the interest and 
enjoyment guarantees its 
continuation.

It’s a snip 
A NATIVE Ileach has 
returned to base and 
is now operating a 
hairdressing salon at 
the Mactaggart Leisure 
Centre at Bowmore.

William Elliot, currently 
living at Foreland,
originally planned to head 
down under to Australia 
to pursue his career.  
When a local opportunity 
came his way however 
he quickly packed cutters 
and combs and headed for 
home.

He is now in full harness 

week from his Bowmore 
premises.

Goodbye Norma
WELL known and 
popular folksinger and 
recording artiste Norma 
Munro has bade goodbye 
to Islay’s shores following 
17 years residence on the 
island.

Recent health problems 
have prompted the move 
as she wishes to be nearer 
her mainland-based 
family members.

Norma has made a 
telling contribution to 
the local music scene 
and her singing was also 
in demand much further 

grace the airwaves.
We will miss you 

Norma. All good wishes 
and aye come back and 
see us.

New distillery 
manager
A 30-year-old local man 
has been appointed as 
manager at Bruichladdich 
Distillery. 

Alan Logan is one of 
the youngest managers in 
the whisky making world 
and he will oversee the 
distilling responsibilities 
in close liaison with 
the local distillery’s 
production director James 
MacEwan.

General manager 
Duncan MacGillivray 
will be responsible for 
infrastructure, operations 
and capital projects.

Gaelic bingo
WINNERS should shout 
‘Taigh’ at the Gaelic 
bingo evening in the St 
Columba Gaelic Centre 
on Friday, February 11, 
at 7:30pm. A similar fun 
night will be held at Port 
Ellen’s Cyber Café on 
March 11.

Octogenarian
CONGRATULATIONS 
to Margaret (Maggie) 
MacPhee from Kilchoman 
who recently celebrated 
her 80th birthday. Her 
four score years were 
well and truly marked at a 
splendid party attended by 
family, friends and neigh-
bours in the Bruichlad-
dich village hall.  Many, 
many happy returns 
Maggie.

Hugh Smith, 4 Flora 
Street, Bowmore, Islay 
PA43 7JX. 
Tel: 01496 810658

TIREE Community Devel-
opment Trust held an open 
day at An Talla on Saturday 
to launch the new commu-
nity Windfall Fund.

Applications to the fund, 
which has already received 

from, Tilley, the island 
turbine that fuels it, are now 
invited. The deadline for ap-

plications is March 31, with 
awards being made by early 
summer. 

the Tiree Youth Club.

SCALPAY

TAYNUILT
TAYNUILT’S John Matheson is over 
the moon after picking up a cheque for 

The Oban Times’ popular Spot the Ball 
competition.

of the shinty ball in the edition of Janu-
ary 13, winning a jackpot that had been 
building for some 22 weeks.

He said he was delighted with his win-
nings, but is yet to decide how to spend 
the cash yet.

John is pictured demonstrating his 
undisputed ball-spotting skills after 
winning the bumper Spot the Shinty 
Ball prize. 15_t05spotball1

LOCH Melfort Hotel in Arduaine 
has won not one, but two of the 
prestigious National Hotel awards 
at an awards ceremony in London. 

Winning both Excellence in 
Customer Service and Best Family 
Friendly Hotel in the small hotel 
category, proprietors Calum and 

Rachel Ross of Adruaine’s Loch Melfort Hotel accepted her award 
at the National Hotel Awards in London. 

ARDUAINE Rachel Ross praise their fantastic 
team of staff who work tirelessly 
all year to go the extra mile for all 
of their guests. 

Commenting on their win 
Rachael and Calum said: ‘Noth-
ing is too much trouble. We aim 
to provide a home from home 
experience at our hotel, with a 
personal touch at every level.’

A TREMENDOUS turnout led to a great time for all at Ardchattan 
Primary School’s annual Burns Supper.  The pupils entertained 
the audience with their outstanding artistic presentation, along 
with Emma Law piping, John, May and Malcolm MacDonald 
as speakers and Ritchie Robb as chairman. Thanks to all who 
attended and made it an unforgettable evening.

Ardchattan Primary School 
hosts annual Burns Supper

Send YOUR District News to editor@obantimes.co.uk

Last Chance Foundation is a registered Charity 
which saves dogs from the threat of euthanasia. 
We work together with veterinary surgeries, 
rescue kennels, dog wardens and the general 
public to rescue healthy dogs which are to be 
euthanised for behavioural problems. We then 

a new home.

Last Chance Foundation was born from 
Derwentbank Canine Solutions. Derwentbank 
and Last Chance Foundation are owned/
organised by Steve and Christina Cass, from 
Lismore, Oban in Scotland:

“We feel strongly that for rehabilitation to be 
successful, a dog must live within the pack, so 
all dogs are welcomed into our home for that 
process. We can only therefore have a few dogs 
in at a time, as we have three dogs of our own 
which assist with the rehabilitation process.”

“We believe any dog can be rehabilitated, 
using natural methods, involving calm assertive 
leadership with clear rules and kindness.”

Foster Carers

If you would love to have a dog, but perhaps 
don’t have the time to commit to keeping your 
own, or the cost of keeping a dog is to much, 
Last Chance Foundation could be just what your 
looking for. We urgently need foster carers to look 
after dogs awaiting new homes, both long and 

Whilst this is a voluntary position, and we can’t 
afford to pay for the service, you would be 
contributing hugely to a dogs life, and saving yet 
another dog from euthanasia.

All dogs will be neutered/spayed, and will come 
with food, bedding/crate, toys, collar and lead, as 
well as any specialist training equipment needed. 
Veterinary treatment needed throughout the dogs 
stay will be covered by LCF, so your foster friend 
would not need to cost you anything.

If you feel you would like to be a LCF Foster carer 
please do get in touch for a chat, and let us know 
what you could cope with.

Tel: 01631 760056 or 07927 901308

LAST CHANCE FOUNDATION

NEARLY £30,000 of new outbuildings for Argyll 
Animal Aid at Small Paws Cattery have left some 
long time residents feline right at home.

In addition to opening new pens worth £15,000 
in 2009, the charity has now brought into action a 
new £12,000 run, great for the feral cats rescued 
by Argyll Animal Aid and housed there.

Manager Pat Blunsden says she’s extremely 
grateful for the generous donations from Pets at 
Home and many individuals who contribute on a 
regular basis.

She said: ‘We had three old pens in the garden 
that were damaged. But thanks to some good 

funding we now have a purpose built building.

‘The old run we had was so bad that the cats 
were falling through it. This new run has made 
a massive difference. It was built by Jimmy 
Robertson from Seil and he’s done a brilliant 
job.’

Things are going well for Argyll Animal Aid, a 
charity that houses and re-homes dogs, cats and 
other homeless or ill treated animals at two sites 
in Argyll.

Tel: 01852 300362 (cats) or 01631 566406 (dogs) 
after 8pm.

supported by
Oban Mica Hardware

17-19 Lochside Street, 
Oban

01631 562395

Mica
01631 566406

supported by
Craobh Marina
Craobh Haven by 

Lochgilphead
01631 562395

Doug
01631 760056

or 07927 901308

supported by
Tralee Bay Holidays
Benderloch, By Oban

01631 720255

Liz
01852 300362

supported by
Lorn weld Ltd

7E Glenshellach Ind Est 
Glengallen Road, Oban

01631 565533

Lorn
01631 566406

supported by
J.B Services

Unit2B, Lochavullin Rd, 
Oban

01631 570144

Bugsy
01852 300362

Jimmy
01852 300362

supported by 
Small Paws Cattery

Acha, Seil
By Oban

01852 300362

supported by 
Barry Ferguson 

Electrical Services
13 Kiel Crofts, Benderloch, 

Oban
01631 720397

Fergus
01852 300362

supported by
George Street

Fish & Chip Shop
15 George Street, Oban

01631 566664

Pudding

01631 566406

supported by
Oban Electrical 

Services
19 Stevenson Street

Argyll
01631 564203

Sparky
01631 566406

Dougal
01852 300362

supported by 
S.D MacDougall 

Autoservices
Lochavullin Ind. Est

01631 566502

supported by

Bolliwood
3 Albany Street, Oban

01631 564203

Gem
01631 566406

supported by
John Maclachlan Ltd

Torran Gorm Ind 
Estate, Oban

01631 566370

Skippy
01631 760056

or 07927 901308

ARGYLL ANIMAL AID

If you would like to give any of these pets a home, please call the numbers at the top of each ad

supported by
George Street

Fish & Chip Shop
15 George Street, Oban

01631 566664

George

01631 566406
Sammy

01852 300362
supported by

Oban Vetenary 
Surgery

Tweedale St, Oban
01631 562876
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GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWORD

THE Coastguard Task 
Group met with the chief 
executive of the Maritime 
and Coastguard Agency 
(MCA) as they prepare their 
campaign against planned 
government spending cuts.

They say that closure of 
either Stornoway or Shet-
land’s coastguard stations 
would be too risky, adding 
that the Stornoway-based 
emergency tug was also too 
important to dispose of.

Chairman of the group 
and leader of Comhairle 
nan Eilean Siar, Angus 
Campbell, said: ‘Recent 
events have shown the 
importance of both the 
Coastguard Stations and the 
Emergency Towing vessel. 

‘We have a great deal of 
work to be undertaken to 
persuade the Government 
that the risks of withdrawing 
these services are too great. 

‘No proper overall risk 
assessment appears to have 
been undertaken.’

Mr Campbell’s comments 
come after a debate at the 
Scottish Parliament, hosted 
by Western Isles MSP 
Alasdair Allan. 

At the debate, rural affairs 
secretary Richard Lochhead 
said: ‘With ever-increasing 
activity on Scotland’s 
seas - through oil and 
gas, offshore renewables, 

have real concerns over the 
UK Government’s ability 
to manage the coastguard 
service.’

Labour’s Duncan McNeil, 

minister’s questions last 
month, added: ‘Closing 
these bases without 
consultation will have huge 
consequences for the safety 
of our seas.’

Closing coastguard stations is 
too high a risk say campaigners

BARRA residents 
hoping to stop Scottish 
Natural Heritage (SNH) 
designate East Mingulay 
as a conservation area have 
slammed the processes 
behind it.

Southern Hebrides Against 
Marine Environmental 
Designations (SHAMED) 
say that not only were the 
proposals to designate 
the site a Special Area 
of Conservation (SAC) 
improperly arrived at 
- alleging the political 
case was made before the 

any solid opposition can 
only come in the form of 

evidence, something the 
islanders cannot afford to 
commission.

The group, which is also 

opposed to a similar proposal 
for the Sound of Barra, has 
now asked rural affairs 
minister, Richard Lochhead, 
to hold a public enquiry into 
the process leading up to the 
consultation.

The chairman of 

Angus MacLeod, outlined 
the group’s position 
during a public meeting 
hosted by SNH at the 
island’s Castlebay Hall last 
Wednesday. 

He told the gathering of 
about 80 islanders: ‘Nobody 
involved in SHAMED’s 
campaign is an expert in 
these matters but we are 
determined to put the case 
for anyone who feels as 
we do, that these sites will 
damage the future prospects 
of our communities.

‘We’ve sifted through a lot 
of specialist information, 
something which other 
people do as a full time job. 

‘We asked the Scottish 
Government to help pay 
for someone to put together 
an expert objection to the 
SAC. We were turned down 
and so we have tackled this 
as best we could.’

Referring to emails, 
obtained under freedom 
of information, dated May 
2008 that show the Scottish 

Government requested both 
sites be put forward for 
consultation, Mr MacLeod 

Scottish Government 
took the decision to go to 
consultation on Mingulay 
certainly by May 2008 and 
possibly earlier. That is at 
least 15 months before SNH 
had sent the Government 

designating both sites. 
‘The Government decision 

to consult is supposed to be 

in this part of the process 
and it should only be taken 

been made for selecting the 
site.

‘This means this 
Government gave an 
instruction to publicly 

ures and it did not used 
science as the foundation of 
that decision.’ 

Furthermore, he questioned 
the logic of the Scottish 
Government proposing the 
East Mingulay SAC to meet 
its European obligation to 
designate so much of its 
reef areas as protected, as 
he said the East Mingulay 
site would only make up 
0.03 per cent of the UK’s 
requirement.

There was no response 
at the meeting to the 
SHAMED presentation. 
However, an open surgery 
was held on the island the 
following day. Yet again, 
the majority of islanders 
who attended were found to 
be in opposition.

A spokesperson for SNH 
said: ‘The meeting was 

well attended, and we 
were pleased to have the 
opportunity to explain the 

potential socio-economic 
implications, in more detail.
‘The open discussion 
went into some detail on 
all these issues, but at the 
end of the meeting the 
audience made it clear 

opposed to the proposals.
‘The views expressed come 
as no surprise to us, and we 
fully appreciate the strength 
of feeling being expressed 
by the community.’
 The consultation on the 
proposed SAC is open until 
February 22 - write to East 
Mingulay Consultation 
Responses, Scottish Natural 
Heritage, Stilligarry, South 
Uist HS8 5RS.

Marine conservation plan would damage Isle of Barra community 
claims opposition group as flaws found in government process

. this Government gave 
an instruction to publicly 
consult using flawed 
procedures and it did 
not use science as the 
foundation of that decision.                         
chairman
Angus MacLeod

Oban boys make 
national choir
THREE St Columba’s 
primary seven pupils, 
along with one St. 
Columba’s former pupil, 

for a place in the National 
Boys choir of Scotland.

The boys auditioned in 
Glasgow at the start of 
January and received letters 

involvement in the choir.
Angus Sinclair and 

Shaun Reardon have 

attend the junior choir 
training camp during the 
Easter holidays.

Malcolm Clark will 
be participating for the 
second consecutive year, 
while David Murphy, 

who has moved up to 
secondary school at Oban 
High School, will turn out 
for his third consecutive 
year.

Both David and Malcolm 
will also be moving 
from the junior choir to 
the ranks of the national 
senior boy’s choir and 
will be involved in a busy 
programme of concerts 
throughout Scotland, plus 
a proposed tour of Ireland 
later in the year.

St. Columba’s head 
teacher Pauline Carson 
said she was very happy 
with the boy’s success.

She said: ‘Myself and the 
other members of the St. 
Columba’s Primary Choir 
are delighted with the boy’s 
success because they have 
been dedicated members 
for the past three years.

‘We are very proud that 
the school have a 35 per 
cent membership of the 
boys in the choir.’

Mrs Carson also stated 
that sponsorship from any 
local group or businesses 
would be very welcome to 
assist in meeting the cost 
of the training week and 
transport to the various 
events.

Pupils’ plea to 
parliament
PUPILS at a Lochaber 
primary school facing 
closure are seeking 
the help of Scotland’s 
parliament to help keep 
the school open.

Roy Bridge Primary 
School posted a 180-
signature petition to 
the Public Petitions 
Committee of the 

Scottish Parliament this 
week.

The petition asks for 
a public-community 
partnership to be adopted 
to secure the future of 
endangered rural schools.

Roy Bridge residents 
have responded to 
a Highland Council 
consultation on the future 
of the school by proposing 
to build a new school 
themselves, and lease it 
back to the council.

The petition also seeks 
additional funding 
support for community 
partnerships, similar to that 
offered to public-private 
partnership initiatives.

A school statement 
said: ‘A favourable 
response from the Scottish 
Parliament would add 
weight to the community 

proposal and would enable 
Roy Bridge community to 
pilot a new approach to 
delivering public services 
in rural communities.’

Passport office for 
Oban
OBAN could have a 

applicants will have to 
attend an interview.

These moves are to 
cut down on fraudulent 
applications; last year 
alone three-quarters of 
all passport fraud was in 

A spokesman for the 
UK Passport Serive said 
Oban was ‘an indicative 
location’. 

premises are being 
investigated.

Across
1 They're all in the family... (4)
3 ...they were at one time (3-5) (3-5)
9 Find slate quarries here in Argyll (7)
10 A rope entwined air (5)
11 Between Cairnbaan and Ardrishaig (12)
13 Basic clip (6)
15 Big red round connection (6)
17 Uncap near pet, in addition (12)
20 Attack (5)
21 A parent with drive, great! (7)
22 Cosying in with the young one (8)
23 Sounds a choice loch (4)

Down
1 Without pips (8)
2 Elemental alkaline (5)
4 Gaoled up the ancient (3-3) (3-3)
5 Want horrible twisted relation (7-2-3) (7-
6 Gem from Ireland? (7)
7 Do for the groom? (4)
8 Root (6-6) (6-6)
12 Coastal flier (3,5)
14 Cleaners come in twos? (2,5)
16 Come by a strange taint (6)
18 Clamorous negative is small positive (5)
19 These times! (4)

NEWSDESK
01631 568000

OT

Members of the syndicate celebrating their winnings with a glass of champagne.
10_f05lottery01

Filling station workers hit the jackpot Hillwalkers’ 

in Glen Nevis
NATURE conservation body 
the John Muir Trust (JMT) 

slaughtering red deer hinds 
and calves on its land in 
upper Glen Nevis, near Fort 
William.

Hired marksmen, believed 
to be from Inverness, shot 
about 40 animals before 
Christmas and left them 
lying in the snow.

Hillwalkers came across 
their remains after last 
month’s thaw and reported 
their gruesome discovery. 

The animals had their 
ears cut off as proof they 
had been killed because the 
location was too remote to 
allow their removal.

Lochaline man Iain 
Thornber, a stalker and 
wildlife photographer co-
ordinating reports on deer 
culls, said senior JMT 
managers should ‘give an 
account of themselves’ to 
members and the public.

He said: ‘The JMT was 
established to protect wild 
places. Wild red deer are just 
as important to the ecology 
of Lochaber as Scots pine, 
otters, wildcats and golden 
eagles.

Unacceptable
‘Shooting so many deer 

and leaving them lying with 
their ears cut off as proof 
that they had been killed 
anywhere in the Highlands 
let alone in such a high 

is completely unacceptable 
and irresponsible.

‘Not only is it an appalling 
waste of food, it would upset 
the natural balance in other 
species.’

‘Glen Nevis is the annual 
destination for hundreds of 

thousands of visitors who 
come here every year from 
all over the world to enjoy its 
unique wildlife and scenery. 
What message would they 
take away if they saw dozens 
of half-eaten carcasses lying 
about putrefying in it?

‘Reducing the deer 
population in such a way 
is not what the public have 
come to expect from any 
landowner in this day and 
age and nor, I suspect, would 
it have the approval of the 
late John Muir.’ 

Enhance and protect
JMT property manager for 

Nevis, Fran Lockhart said 
the trust had a responsibility 
to ‘enhance and protect’ 
designated sites in Glen 
Nevis.

She said: ‘Deer control is 
necessary to improve the 
condition of oak woodland, 
native Caledonian pine forest 
and blanket bog within the 
Ben Nevis Special Area for 
Conservation.

‘A planned cull of deer 
in the area has taken 
place over several months 
in consultation with 
neighbouring landowners 

and Scottish Natural 
Heritage. Haunches are 
extracted where possible 
- however this part of Glen 
Nevis is particularly remote 

‘Leaving deer on the 

and the natural regeneration 
of habitats that have been 
impoverished through over 
grazing.’

The Scottish Gamekeepers 
Association said ‘at least’ 
three hillwalkers had been in 

deer and were ‘affronted’ at 
the sight.

The SGA has contacted 
the Scottish Environment 
Protection Agency over 
possible of contamination of 
watercourses.

been contacted about red 
deer carcasses in upper Glen 
Nevis.

Satisfied
A spokesperson said: 

‘These are the result of a 
managed cull carried about 
by the John Muir Trust. 
SEPA has spoken with The 
John Muir Trust and from the 
information provided we are 

have not been deposited at 
one location but are scattered 
over a large area. 

‘We understand that this is 
standard land management 
practice and do not consider 
it a risk to the water 
environment.’

Wildlife operations chief 
for Scottish Natural Heritage, 
Robbie Kernohan said: ‘We 
are working with a range of 
landowners to ensure that a 
balance is achieved between 
the deer and the natural 
environment.’

EXCLUSIVE
by STEPHEN NORRIS

snorris@obantimes.co.uk

A GROUP of Fort William 
workers struck it lucky last 
week when they scooped 
nearly £150,000 in the 
National Lottery.

The syndicate of seven 
staff at the Road to the 

numbers plus the bonus ball 
in last Wednesday’s Lotto 
draw – earning them each 
more than £16,000.

Station manager and 
syndicate leader, Kathryn 
Masson, said she was ‘over 
the moon’, especially since 
the group had recently 
thought about giving up on 
the lottery. 

She said: ‘We considered 
stopping doing the syndicate 
a few weeks ago because the 
most we had ever won was 
£55. But we decided to keep 
on playing, and it’s the best 
decision we’ve ever made!’

Worried
But there were still some 

hiccups along the way to 
getting their winnings. She 
said: ‘I was so worried about 
losing the ticket that I put it 

Thursday morning knowing 

that a representative from 
Camelot would arrive on 
Friday.

‘When they did, we 
couldn’t get the safe open 
and my heart skipped 

Ian saved the day and got it 

open – thank god!’
Kathryn added: ‘Everyone 

can clear their debts, have 
a nice holiday or a new 
kitchen then save a little 
nest egg. It’s brilliant for 
Linda especially as she’s 
expecting a baby.’

Along with Kathryn in 
the syndicate are Ian Edgar, 
and staff members Irene 

and Linda MacKinnon. The 
remaining four syndicate 
members wished to remain 
anonymous.

Ian and Mary Kennedy with Father 
Roddy Johnston and their Benemerenti 
medals.

A PROMINENT Lochaber couple have 
been awarded medals by Pope Benedict 
XVI in recognition of their long and faithful 
service to their church.

Ian and Mary Kennedy, parents of Charles 
Kennedy MP, are parishioners at St John’s 
Church and for many years they have 
accompanied services at the church with 

Mary plays keyboard and the organ, and the 
couple have often played a weddings and 
funerals in the Lochaber area.

Parish priest, Father Roddy Johnston, 
presented the couple with their medals 
during Vigil Mass on Saturday evening.

Father Roddy said: ‘Mary and Ian have 
provided exceptional service to the church 
for many years. I offer the congratulations 
of the parish to Mary and Ian.’

in 1832 by Pope Gregory XVI. The 
word ‘Benemerenti’ – meaning to a well 
deserving person – is inscribed on the back 
of the medal, surrounded by a crown of oak 
leaves, and the ribbon is in the papal colours 
of white and yellow.

Father Roddy is shortly to leave Lochaber 
for Stornoway after 12 years in the area. 
Lochyside RC Primary is holding a farewell 
celebration for him in the school tomorrow 
morning.

Couple rewarded for service to church

THE NOMINATION 
process for Kilmallie 
Community Council ends 
this week– with a Highland 
Council spokeswoman 

interest’.
The deadline is 3pm 

on Tuesday, with eight 
names required to move 
the reconstitution of the 
community council forward.

Emma Taylor said: ‘We’ve 
had quite a lot of phone 
calls and emails from people 
about the nominations. 

‘I’m not worried about not 
having enough interest,’ she 
added.

KCC folded in 2007, 
leaving Corpach, Banavie 
and Tomonie without 
grassroots representation.

Highland Council 
wields budget axe
HIGHLAND Council is 
facing a period of austerity 
after budget cuts of 2.6 per 
cent were announced.

Schools face a 2.5 to 5 
per cent cut, which council 
leader Michael Foxley says 

impact on the range of 
subjects taught’.

Some 342 classroom 
assistants in primary schools 
will be replaced by 150 
learning support assistants.

Dr Foxley said no libraries 
will close, although some 
will have their opening 
hours reduced. Lochaber 
Leisure Centre, will also be 
kept open.

Five museums - West 

Station, Glencoe, Mallaig 
Heritage and Ardnamurchan 
Lighthouse - will have their 
budgets slashed.

Dr Foxley added: ‘The 
cut is less than we feared, 

biggest cut in local authority 

A LOCHABER holiday 
park has been named as the 
best campsite in Scotland.

Linnhe Lochside Holidays, 
in Corpach, was given the 
accolade by the AA, who 
launched their Caravan and 
Camping Britain and Ireland 
Guide 2011.

Editor David Hancock said 
the award had been given in 
recognition of exceptionally 
high standards, service and 
presentation.

The self-catering holiday 
park features chalets, 
caravans and pitches for 
camping.  Co-manager 
Colin Wood told The Oban 
Times: ‘We’re blessed with 
really good views at the 
campsite. The campsite has 
been here for 45 years and 
we’re delighted to maintain 
the standards.’

Holiday park is  
best in Scotland

‘Significant’ 
interest in new 
community council

Reducing the 
deer population 
in such a way 
is not what the 
public expects.
Iain Thornber, 
stalker



OT

Campaigners’ 
fury over A82  
‘master plan’
ROAD LOBBY group the 
A82 Partnership has reacted 
angrily to suggestions that 
improvements at Crianlarich 
and Pulpit Rock should 
be shelved and insists the 
scheduled works must go 
ahead.

The row follows the release 
of a note of a recent meeting 
convened by Loch Lomond 
and Trossachs National 
Park (LLTNP) stating 
the Crianlarich Bypass 
‘was not seen as a priority 
project’ and that cash should 
instead be diverted to ‘more 
pressing issues in the Tarbet 
to Inverarnan corridor’.

LLTNP also wanted a review 
of ‘current plans for Pulpit 
Rock and the Crianlarich 
Bypass’, claiming ‘a general 
consensus’ existed for a new 
‘master plan’ to guide A82 
improvements along Loch 
Lomondside.

LLTNP chairman David 
MacKenzie then wrote 
to Argyll and Bute MSP 
Jim Mather asking him to 
press Cabinet Secretary for 
Finance John Swinney and 
transport minister Keith 
Brown for their support 
and to instruct Transport 
Scotland to help implement 
the master plan.

That letter further 
incensed the Lochaber-
based partnership, who 
fear LLTNP’s intervention 
could jeopardise hard-
won investment from the 
Scottish Government for the 
Pulpit Rock and Crianlarich 
schemes.

Chairman, Councillor 
Brian Murphy said: ‘To put 
it mildly we were extremely 

REPORT
by STEPHEN NORRIS

snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Winning team: Bruno Berardelli, centre, with some of his HWEnergy staff.

Green firm in running for top award
on the brink of being named the best 
specialist company in the UK building 
industry.

must beat six bigger rivals at the 
prestigious Specialists Awards 2011 in 
London’s Park Lane Hilton Hotel. 

The company is shortlisted in the 
Building Services Company of the 
Year category for its oil-to-biomass 
heating system, which it designed for 
Hanover Housing’s sheltered housing 

Corpach.

specialises in helping customers reduce 
carbon emissions and costs through 
biomass heating, is widely regarded 
as one of Scotland’s most innovative 
renewable energy businesses and has 
completed 130 projects across the 
country.

Managing director Bruno Berardelli 
said high quality training and 
sustainable expansion were key to the 

company’s success.

strongly over the next three years 
and this recognition shows that we 
are establishing solid foundations for 
growth.

‘Having the renewable energy 
sector act as a catalyst to Scotland’s 
economic growth is a widely held 
aspiration, and as a relatively small 
but growing company at the forefront 
of green energy growth it is good to 
see our efforts being recognised.’

annoyed to read the note of 
this meeting and the follow 
up letter which was sent by a 
member of the National Park 
to Jim Mather MSP. 

‘A lot of work has gone 
into reaching where we have 
with both of these schemes 
and we are looking for 
Transport Scotland to have 
these works completed by 
2012/13 in accordance with 
their latest timetable.

‘At the same time we 
are pressing Transport 
Scotland to come up with 
designs for the section of 
the A82 between Tarbet and 
Inverarnan.’

in contact with the chairman 
and chief executive of the 
Loch Lomond and Trossachs 
National Park and we hope 
that we can work with them 
in order to achieve our 
objectives.’

Disjointed
LLTNP director for 

planning and rural 
development manager 

group ‘absolutely’ wanted 
road improvements but 
claimed none of Transport 
Scotland’s individual 
projects had ‘links between 
each other’.

He told The Oban Times:
‘Their schemes are disjointed 
and looking at small-scale 
stretches rather than the 
bigger picture. The approach 
being taken is that there is no 
strategic picture informing 
the design decisions. 

objected to the Crianlarich 
bypass but we have lodged 
an objection to the Pulpit 
Rock scheme because the 
design is a very engineered 
urban design in among 
ancient woodland.’

The 400-metre Pulpit Rock 
improvement, Transport 
Scotland’s schedule of works 
states, will reintroduce two-

running parallel to the loch 
and road widening north 
of the structure. The road 
would be closed for around 
14 weeks during the project, 
which has a provisional start 
date of January 2012.

Significant delays
The 1.3km Crianlarich 

bypass will feature 
roundabouts north and south 
of the village to remove 

existing A85/A82 priority 
junction’. Both schemes 
are described as being ‘in 
preparation’.

Meanwhile, the A82 
Partnership has asked for a 

Brown to secure a pledge 
that both improvements will 
be completed by 2012/13. 

The minister will also be 

for further upgrading works 
on the A82 in line with the 
Government’s Strategic 
Transport Projects Review 
report released in November 
2009.

Highlands and Islands 
Transport Partnership 
(HITRANS) will meet in 
Nairn tomorrow to discuss 
its commitment to upgrading 
the A82.

Sir Jimmy Savile with one of his look-a-likes during 
filming to promote the Outdoor Capital of the UK.

A GROUP aiming to 
promote Lochaber as 
an outdoor sports hub is 
launching a new advertising 
campaign – with the help 
of Sir Jimmy Savile and a 
number of look-a-likes.

Outdoor Capital of the 
UK (OCUK) are to launch 
a ‘viral’ internet video 
campaign designed to 
spread quickly through 
social networking. 

The advert due for release 
at the end of this month, 
will feature the famous 
TV presenter, who was in 

at the weekend. Sir Jimmy 
will talk about adventure 
sports followed by clips of 
a ‘younger’ Jimmy taking 
part in the activities, such as 

mountain biking, kayaking 
and ice climbing.

The campaign will start 
just in time for the summer 
outdoor sport season, and 
OCUK project director 
Frazer Coupland told The
Oban Times he hopes Sir 
Jimmy’s ‘big following’ will 
raise awareness. 

He said: ‘Jimmy has a long-
standing association with 
the area and there’s a certain 
age group that will be aware 
of his television work, such 
as ‘Jim’ll Fix It’.

‘The advert is a nice 
mixture of celebrity tongue-
in-cheek humour with a 
bit of adventure thrown in. 
Hopefully its got all the right 
ingredients for a successful 
viral marketing campaign.’

Now then, now then - Sir Jimmy backs outdoor hub

End of weekly bin collections 
in shake-up of waste regime
to encourage more household 
waste recycling in Lochaber 
will come into force on 
Monday, April 4.

Residents using blue-
wheeled recycling bins will see 
their four-weekly collections 
increased to fortnightly, while 
households with recycling 
boxes will also be given the 
bins, which take cardboard, 
plastic bottles, food tins and 
drink cans as well as paper. 

The service will alternate 
with a fortnightly collection 

of general waste, currently 
uplifted weekly from black 
or green bins. Garden waste 
collections will remain at 
fortnightly, although collection 
days may change.

Six month trial
The move follows a 

successful six-month trial in 
Skye and Lochalsh, which 
began last September. 

three months jumped 17 per 
cent compared to the same 
period in 2009. Total waste 
volumes also dropped by nine 

per cent. 
Councillor John Laing said: 

‘In areas which already have 
blue bins, keen recyclers 
have indicated that they could 
manage with less frequent 
general refuse collections 
but would like to see their 
recycling bin emptied more 
often. For households not 
currently recycling the change 
will hopefully provide the 
incentive for them to join in.’

Collection arrangements for 
Knoydart, Ardnamurchan and 
the Small Isles will remain as 

the existing service. 
New calendars and guides 

will be delivered to households 
explaining the new service over 
the coming weeks. Residents 
of blue box areas will be given 
new blue-wheeled bins before 
the service changes.

Smells
Concerns about smells from 

rotting organic matter, the 
council said, can be allayed 
by ‘sensible bin management’ 
of double bagging such waste 
separately from the ‘clean’ 
non-recyclable rubbish.

Anti-war protester jailed for 
refusing to pay compensation 
AN 81-YEAR-OLD Kilchoan woman 
has been jailed for 45 days for refusing 
to pay a court-ordered compensation 
fee.

Georgina Smith, of Sloc Toracch, 
Sanna, was ordered to pay 
compensation of £1,500 after being 
found guilty of malicious behaviour. 

on the walls of the High Court in 
Edinburgh on November 11, 2006.

Ms Smith has not paid anything 

chance to do so by Sheriff Douglas 
Small.

The veteran anti-nuclear protester 

appears in court charged with war 

crimes.’
After deliberating with court staff, 

Sheriff Small reluctantly placed Ms 
Smith in custody. He said: ‘I have no 
other option but to impose a custodial 
sentence.’

Council chairman Rosie Curtis told The
Oban Times people in the community 
were surprised by the sentence. She 

community had heard about it, so we 
were all quite shocked. 

‘She’s an 81-year-old woman with 
health issues, and I’m sure they could 
have come up with something other 
than sending her to jail.

‘You see some of the stuff that goes 
on in the world, and she’s getting put in 
prison for this. It doesn’t seem right.’

FOURTEEN French 

to safety early on Tuesday 
morning after their boat 
wrecked on the Isle of 
Rum.

The Stornoway Rescue 
100 helicopter winched 
the men safely on board 
at 1am and took them to 

the Fishermen’s Mission 
on Stornoway. The vessel, 
the Jack Abry II, sent out 
a distress signal just before 
midnight after being driven 
on to rocks below sheer 
cliffs near Kilmory, on the 
north west of the island. 

Mallaig lifeboat launched 
just after midnight and was 

stood down at 9.30am after 
battling heavy seas for more 
than nine hours. Stornoway-
based coastguard tug the 
Anglian Earl arrived at 9am 
to attempt to tow the boat 
clear as Rum Coastguard 
Rescue Team stood by.

The stricken boat could be 

degrees in the heavy surf in 
the force 8 gale.

Stornoway Coastguard 
rescue centre manager 
Jamie Ralston said local 
knowledge of Gaelic place 
names and close links with 
Mallaig lifeboat had been 
vital for a speedy and safe 
rescue.

THE deaths of two climbers 
on a Lochaber mountain last 
year were a ‘tragic accident’, 
a sheriff has ruled.

Sheriff Douglas Small’s 

accident inquiry held on 
November 4 and 5 into 
the deaths of Christopher 

Street, Keswick, Cumbria 
and Robert Pritchard, 37, 
of 130 Elm Road, New 
Malden, Surrey. Both men 

were killed whilst they were 
climbing Buachaille Etive 
Mòr, Glencoe on February 
24, 2010.

Training course

mountaineering instructor 
with Jagged Globe, took Mr 
Pritchard and a third man, 
Richard Birkett, up the 
‘curved ridge’ route as part 
of a training course. 

Mr Birkett told the court 
their climb to the summit 

but that conditions changed.
He said during the descent 

he felt snow hitting the back 
of his leg and jumped to the 
side. He saw his two fellow 
climbers swept down the 
mountain by the avalanche. 

He found their bodies an 
hour and a half later about 
500metres down the hill. 
Both men were killed by 
multiple injuries to the head, 
chest and lower limbs.

Climbers’ deaths were tragic accident

Shotgun ace on 
target for Olympics
ACHARACLE shotgun ace 
John MacDonald will be 
supported by Sportscotland 
as he attempts to qualify 
for next year’s Olympics 
Games in London. 

Olympic trap shooter 

expertise in sports medicine, 
sports science and strength 
and conditioning. 

He is also working with 
them on a new nutritional 
plan for his training.

John explained: ‘Until 
now I have been covering 
these areas in an amateurish 
way, going by what I think 
myself works.

‘They are going to help 
me through strength and 
conditioning and send a 
strength and conditioning 
coach down from Inverness 
every week.’

Sawmill unveils 
expansion plans
STATION Sawmill in 
Newtonmore is set to 
expand after owners 
Russwood Ltd announced a 
£150,000 investment in new 
timber painting equipment.

32 staff, supplies high 
quality sawn timber, 

cladding.
Russwood managing 

director John Russell 
the move would ensure 
the development of new 
products.

He said: ‘Coating for 
timber is already a strong 
market in Europe and 
has huge potential across 
Scotland and the UK.’

Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise is providing 
additional funding of 
£37,908.

Exciting climax     
for bowling league

bowling league looks as if it 
will go down to the wire.

Underdogs are just one 
point ahead of Alleycats 
after both teams won their 
matches at the Nevis Centre 
on Sunday. Alleycats also 
scored a season high team 
game with 669.

Council are eight points 
adrift in third, while 
Underdogs and Alleycats 
share top spot in the 
handicap division, with 
Likely Lads in pursuit.

the scratch scores standings.

Search continues 
for missing man
THE SEARCH for a man 
last seen at more than 
3,000ft up Ben Nevis wear-
ing just jeans and a jacket 

Tuesday.
Lochaber Mountain 

Rescue Team, RAF Kinloss 
and Valley mountain rescue 
teams, the coastguard 
and search dogs were all 

Haider Ali Manir, who 
was reported missing by a 
relative on Sunday and was 
last seen at 6pm.

Mr Manir, 20, was ill-
equipped for hill walking 
and overnighting on the 
mountain in poor weather, 
police said. Anyone who 
may have seen Mr Manir 
or have information about 
where he is asked to contact 
police on 01463 715555.

10 NEWS Thursday 3 February, 2011 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

Save YOUR cinema
with the Oban Times Ticket appeal

Robbie Coltrane, the White Witch from The Chronicles of Narnia, 

The Oban Times Ticket 

raise the funds needed 

on the wall of the newly 

with your name, so future 
I love local cinemas. Not only because they provide, like a church or a football ground, 
a reason for a community to come together but because they are invariably the best 
places to watch a film, compared to which a lonely viewing on a laptop is a miserable 
experience.  My personal vested interest is that comedy films, in particular, benefit from 
the shared excitement and communal laughter of a large audience in a proper cinema.  
I do wish the Oban Phoenix campaign the very best of luck.

Rowan Atkinson

How to pledge your cash.

Name .............................................................................................................................................

Address .........................................................................................................................................

Email address ................................................................................................................................

Pledge

I would like to pay an extra £17.75 for the framing of my ticket as a gift.

Post or hand in to: Times Ticket, The Oban Times, Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban PA34 4HB
Cheques or Postal Orders made payable to Times Ticket.

A full list of donors can be viewed in the Oban Times until the cinema is opened.

Total amount paid............... Name you want to appear on the ticket. ....................................................

(Tick as applicable)
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COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD
The Meaning of life is… ?
ALPHA SUPPER

Monday 7th Feb 7.15pm
Oban

Interested?
Phone John for info on 07836 342622

Oban Congregational Church 
(Top of Argyll Street)

COFFEE MORNING
(with lunch-time soup)
In aid of church funds

SATURDAY 5th FEBRUARY
10.30am - 2.00pm

Tea or Coffee and cakes £2.00 
Soup/Bread £2.00

(Soup/Bread and tea or coffee/
cake only £3.50)

Church Sales Stall

Highlands & Islands 
Music & Dance Festival

& Fèis Latharna
Soup Lunch

Saturday 5 February
12noon - 2pm

Glencruitten Church Centre
Home baking and

Live Music
£3 adults £2 children

Inveraray& District
Accordion & Fiddle Club 
Argyll Hotel, Inveraray

Wednesday 9th February
at 8.00pm

Guest Artiste
From Coupar Angus

Ace Accordionist
Gordon Pattullo

Supporting players 
most welcome

OBAN ART SOCIETY
Illustrated Talk

On
Glass Art

By
Karen Liversedge
4th February 2011

Lorn Resource Centre,
Soroba Road, Oban
7.30pm to 9.30pm
Visitors welcome

Inner Wheel Club of Oban
COFFEE MORNING

REGENT HOTEL
Saturday 5th February

10.30 – 12.00
Entry by Donation

(suggested donation £2.50)
In Aid of Alzheimer’s Singing 
for the Brain (Oban Group)

THE
STUDIO
HAIR & BEAUTY

OPEN
DAY

Tel: 01631 563630

Saturday 12th 
February 3pm 

onwards
Free Hair & Beauty 

people to arrive

Complimentary
Glass of 

Champagne

Skin care & Make 
up lessons

Nail Bar

Botox
Demonstrations

New Holistic 
Treatments

Come along and 
be pampered for 

free or just pop in to 
see what’s new.

Donations on the 
day for local charity.

Stockists
of:

GLEN CAMPA RESTAURANT  
VALENTINES DINNER 12 & 14 FEBRUARY 2011

Oven Roasted Tomato and Basil Soup
finished with a Chive Sour Cream (v)

Locally caught Pan-seared King Scallops
set on a bed of Exotic Seaweed with a Lemongrass-infused Buerre Blanc

Stornoway Black Pudding  on Wilted Greens topped with Poached 
Quail Eggs and drizzled with a Balsamic and Vanilla Dressing

Sautéed Wild Mushroom Medley 
bound in Rich Garlic Cream and rested on a Toasted Brioche (v)

*******
Passion Fruit Sorbet

*******
Slowly-steamed Breast of Corn-Fed Chicken

 stuffed with an Asparagus and Pancetta Mousse 
rested on Dauphinoise Potatoes and finished with a Saffron and a Pine 

Nut Cream

Saddle of Argyll Venison 
Chargrilled Pink and encased in a Potato Rösti 

served with a Roast Vegetable Ratatouille and a Port Reduction  

Baked Whole Rainbow Trout 
set on a bed of Dill Mash and glazed with a Prawn Butter 

finished with a Whole Langoustine 

Green Pea and Wild Garlic Risotto (v)

*******
Dark Chocolate Panacotta 

in a Pool of Chilled Crème Anglaise served with a Mango Coulis

Strawberry and Kiwi Fruit Cheesecake 
finished with a Wild Berry Compote

Rich Sticky Toffee Hearts 
covered in a Warm Butterscotch Sauce 
topped with luxury Vanilla Ice Cream

Assorted Scottish Cheeses and Oatcakes 
served with Celery and Quince Jelly

£27.50 per person
Please phone for reservations

Happy Valentine’s Day

Follow us on 

facebook

www.facebook.com/
obantimes

What are you 
talking about this 
week?

Julian Baird - I’ve just 
renewed my Oban Times 
subscription! Coffee on a 
Saturday morning in Devon 
just isn’t the same without 
catching up on the ‘local’ 
news.

The Oban Times said 
- ScotRail says that 74 per 
cent of people travelling 
on its rural services 

passenger experience. Do 
you agree?

Of those who completed 
the Passenger Focus survey, 
57 per cent also thought 
their ticket was value for 
money, 86 per cent were 
happy with punctuality and 
72 per cent said they were 

seat.
What do you think?
Catherine Gillies - I 

hardly ever use the train 
because I am fed up of 
travelling with people who 
are drinking and/or drunk. 
Every single time. Trains 
are, and legally been, 
designated as public places 
and drinking should not be 
allowed. It is really anti-
social and I avoid the train 
whenever I can.

Mark Cameron - Unless 
Oban is in the central belt 
First ScotRail don’t care.

Lynda Ward - Basic 
human rights to have a 
working lavatory on a 
three-hour journey surely?? 
Something LEGAL needs to 
instigated??

Dave Robertson 
- ScotRail needs to put 
better trains on or update 
the current West Highland 
line stock. I have found 
the seats on the trains to 
be uncomfortable and the 
interiors to be out of date, 
considering what the current 
stock is elsewhere.

Joan Duncan - They
need to update their heating 
system, trains are freezing, 
the windows had ice on 
them inside during the cold 
weather in December.

The Oban Times asked 
-  Is anyone in Oban, Lorn 
and the Isles bothered that 
the schools will be open 
for just seven days in April 
- and that could go down to 
six if the Royal wedding is 
included on April 29?

Catriona MacPhail - It 
means total nightmare/£££ 
for working parents that’s 
for sure. And May is exam 
month so it’s a tragic really 
for all students, when 
they’re trying to give it their 
all.

Join in at www.
facebook.com/
obantimes

Find us on 

facebook

www.facebook.com/
obantimes

Caroline Askew on duty at the book stall. 
15_t05library01

SUPPORTERS of Oban 
library staged a coffee 
morning and book sale to 

recently launched friends 
group and raise money for 
new activities.

The Friends of Oban 
Library was set up about six 
months ago and Saturday’s 

group had organised. Area 
librarian Kevin Baker said he 
hoped the event would raise 

‘It has been launched for 
about six months. The idea 

paid staff but to offer a wider 
range of services than we 
would be able to without 
using volunteers.

‘This includes things 
like IT buddies for people 
wanting to learn how to 
use the internet, genealogy 
buddies and we are hoping 
to get a group of people to 
read to those who are not 
able to, such as alzheimer’s 
sufferers or stroke victims.

had a coffee morning and 
book sale. The books on sale 
had all been donated and the 
money will go to the friends 
for their use.’

Expert African drummer Steve Haden with members of the Benderloch group who attended his workshop. 
15_t05drums01

THE CINEMA is coming to town, 
thanks to the perseverance of the 
librarian.

Kevin Baker, head of library services 
in Oban, decided to set his sights on 
bringing the Screen Machine to town 
to meet the needs of cinemagoers 
while the negotiations for the Highland 
Theatre cinema building are taking 
place.

His efforts have paid off and soon 
the iconic vehicle will be making its 
way into town for three days, from 
February 14 until 17.

The King’s Speech

will be shown: Disney’s Tangled in 
3D, romantic comedy Love and Other 

Speech.

Screenings are proposed at 17:30 and 
20:30 each day and also a matinee for 
grown-ups of The King’s Speech.

Councillor Donald Macdonald, 
praised Kevin for convincing managers 
of the Screen Machine into town. He 
said: ‘We will be supplying ushers 
and using the showings as a platform 

our Oban Phoenix Group.’

Beating a path to 
drumming group

REPORT 
by STUART LAUNDY

slaundy@obantimes.co.uk

DRUMMING enthusiasts 
beat a path to a special 
workshop in Benderloch on 
Sunday.

exponents of African 
drumming visited the village 
to pass on a few tips in 
developing rhythms.

Steve Haden has travelled 
extensively in West Africa 
and organises the annual 

African Drum Village 
festival, in Angus.

He was invited to stage the 
workshop by the drumming 
circle which meets at the 
Victory Hall, in Benderloch, 
each week.

Ross Angell, one of the 

group’s co-founders, said 
the day-long event had been 
well worth it, with members 
of the group learning a host 
of new rhythms to take away 
and practice.

He explained that there was 
much more to the music than 
simply banging a drum.

‘It is very interesting 
in that you have to work 
together with other people,’ 
explained Ross.

‘One drummer on his or her 
own does not sound so good 
at all. It is nothing like what 
happens when you have lots 
of people drumming.

‘The idea is that there are 
contrasting rhythms which, 
when put together, form a 
harmony,’ he added.

‘You need the ability to 
listen to other people and let 
other people do their thing 
while you remain consistent 

on your own drum.’
The drumming circle was 

formed about two-and-a-
half years ago and has begun 
to perform in public – such 
as at the Lantern Parade in 
Lochgilphead last year – 
and members are hoping to 
organise more appearances 
in future. 

Ross said following the 
success of Steve’s visit, the 
group was also hoping to 
stage further workshops.

‘It’s a wonderful 
instrument. I have had 
some incredible experiences 
through drumming,’ he 
said.

New drummers are 
welcome to the weekly 
sessions every Thursday at 
the Victory Hall, Benderloch, 
7.30pm to 10pm. Drums are 
provided and beginners are 
welcome to have a go.

Screen Machine to show The King’s Speech

Sophie’s calendar entry 
impresses EU judges

way to your loved one’s heart through a romantic 
candlelit meal?

 St Valentine’s Day is the one day of the year to 
show your true feelings - but how did it all come 
about?

St Valentine’s Day, as we know it today, contains 
vestiges of both Christian and ancient Roman 
tradition.

According to the History Channel, one legend 
contends that Valentine was a priest who served 
during the third century in Rome. When Emperor 
Claudius II decided that single men made better 
soldiers than those with wives and families, he 
outlawed marriage for young men — his crop of 

potential soldiers. Valentine, realizing the injustice 

perform marriages for young lovers in secret. When 
Valentine’s actions were discovered, Claudius 
ordered that he be put to death.

Other stories suggest Valentine may have been 
killed for attempting to help Christians escape harsh 
Roman prisons where they were often beaten and 
tortured.

In Great Britain, Valentine’s Day began to be 
popularly celebrated in the 17th century. 

By the middle of the 18th century, it was common 
for friends and lovers in all social classes to exchange 
small tokens of affection or handwritten notes - a 
tradition which continues today.

AN Oban schoolgirl’s 
picture which impressed 
judges in a Europe-wide 
competition has gone on 
display in Estonia.

Sophie MacDonald, a 
P6 pupil at St Columba’s 
School, entered the contest 
which aimed to come up 
with pictures for the EU 
Parliament’s 2011 calendar.

Although Sophie’s entry 
didn’t make the calendar, 
her entry was chosen by 
judges as a runner-up and for 
inclusion in the exhibition.

The 10-year-old’s teacher, 
Lorraine Wotherspoon, said 
the competition was on the 
theme of ‘Me and Europe’.

‘The children had to think 
about what Europe meant to 
them, what countries they 
had visited, what they knew 
about the countries and what 

Scotland looked like as part 
of Europe.’

Sophie explained that 
her entry was a picture of 
the earth featuring Spain, 
France and Scotland.

Entries had to be submitted 
by October last year and 
Sophie only found out about 
her success last month.

‘I was very surprised when 
I got my letter,’ she said.

Goody bag
As well as being included 

in the exhibition, which 
is on show at the EU 

Sophie received an EU 
goody bag and along with 
her classmates, a copy of the 
calendar.

Mrs Wotherspoon said the 
class had been continuing to 
learn about Europe for a P6 
EU quiz in Edinburgh.

Sophie MacDonald is all smiles after her entry to an 
EU calendar competition impressed judges. 15_t05sophie01

The UK’s leading charity for parents
Nearly New Sale

Sat 19th Feb, 1-3 pm
Glencruitten Church Centre, Oban.
Time to spring clean

Strictly baby, child and 
maternity clothes, toys, books, 

prams, cots etc
To book a table (£5) contact: 

Sally Weaser on 01631 570902 
or must_sal@hotmail.com



GLASGOW LETTER

YOUR LETTERS
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 
300 words in length for publication on this page. The 
editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses 
must be supplied, including on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone number is also required 

without a contact telephone number will not be printed. 
Please write or fax to: Letters page, The Oban Times, PO 
Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

PRESS POLICY

WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all our 
reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on 
occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of 
producing the biggest local newspaper in the West 
Highlands.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any 
errors in print. 

write to The Editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB giving your day-time 
telephone number where possible. This statement 
of policy will appear on this page every week along with any 

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’ 
Commission’s Code of Conduct. 

The views expressed in The Oban Times are not 
necessarily those of this newspaper.

A view from the tower
by McCaig&  W E S T  H I G H L A N D  T I M E S
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This week’s flashback photograph comes from 1992, when the Caol Community Centre lunch club welcomed 
members of the St Augustine’s senior secondary steel band.

We invite readers to send in flashback photographs. Please send prints to The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban,
Argyll, PA34 4HB, or email editor@obantimes.co.uk. Prints or emails must be accompanied by a caption, 

name, address and telephone number. Anyone wishing their prints returned must supply a stamped 
addressed envelope.

Lunch club welcomes steel band

Sir,
A few weeks ago you 

carried a report that Canna 
House was to be open to the 

The door to Canna House 
may have been closed 
by the National Trust for 
Scotland since the death of 
Mrs Margaret Campbell for 
what ever reasons but it was 
never shut to anyone before. 

John and Margaret 
Campbell of Canna 
represented all that was 
grand and best in the 
Highland tradition and were 
well known throughout the 
Highlands and Islands and 
beyond for their hospitality. 

Many strangers came to 
their door but few left as 
such.

Iain Thornber, Knock 
House, Morvern.

Highland
hospitality at 
Canna House

Here’s hoping 
landmark Bobbie 
can be restored
Sir,

I am writing to say that 
I was overcome when I 
saw Kenny and Sheena 
McLennan’s picture in the 
Oban Times.

I knew the family and 
Bobby Harris always went 
to work with ‘June’, his 
then pet west highland 
terrier in the basket at the 
front of his bike, all the way 
to the Glencruitten estate in 
the mid-60s.

Betty Harris, Sheena’s 
mother, was good to me 
when my mother’s mental 
health was not good and she 
looked after me like one of 
her own children.

I do hope the garden 
landmark of ‘Bobbie’ can be 
erected again, to Mr Harris’s 
memory and his love of 
dogs.

If they wish to furnish me 
with their present address, I 
will certainly send money to 
help with the restoration of 
‘Bobbie’.

I hope that others donate 
as well so the landmark can 
be restored.

Margaret Small, Kilbride 
Cottage, 9 Rowan Village, 
Monksmuir Park, 
Haddington, EH41 3TD

Not part of Argyll 
and Bute CoSLA 
delegation
Sir,

I am constrained to 
write to you to correct 
fundamental inaccuracies in 
the letters from Councillor 
Robert MacIntytre and 
Dot Macdonald which 
were published in your 

newspaper on January 20.
In his letter, Councillor 

MacIntyre refers to me as 
having agreed to changes 
to the formula agreed by 
CoSLA for the calculation 
of the local government 
settlement which led to a 
reduction of £6m for Argyll 
and Bute. 

In her letter, Dot 
Macdonald states that I 
was one of three Argyll 
and Bute representatives 
at the CoSLA meeting on 
November 19 who approved 
the apportionment of the 
2.6 per cent cut in Scottish 
Council funding. 

Since the Scottish Local 
Government Elections in 
2007, I have never been 
part of Argyll and Bute’s 
delegation on CoSLA 
and as a consequence 
have no voting rights.
I was nominated as 
the Regeneration and 
Sustainability spokesperson 
by the CoSLA Liberal 
Democrat Group.

While having a real and 
lasting commitment to my 

nominated to represent these 
views as a spokesperson, 
my role is to represent all of 
Scotland’s councils equally 

policy areas for which I am 
the political lead.

The leaders of Scotland’s 
councils would rightly 
question any spokesperson 
who sought to gain 
advantage for their own 
area as a result of their 
leadership role on CoSLA.

Councillor MacIntyre 
in particular should have 
known this as he was part 
of the Argyll and Bute 
delegation until recently.

regarding CoSLA and my 
responsibilities within that 
organisation.

I look forward to the 
political contest against 
all my opponents with 
us all contesting it on the 
issues and not on people’s 
personalities.

Councillor Alison Hay, 
PPC for the Lib-Dems in 
Argyll and Bute, Seaview, 
Minard, By Inveraray, 
Argyll.

There was no 
closure list of eight 
to nine schools
Sir,

I feel obliged to respond 
to Alan Reid`s attack on 
Michael Russell and the 
SNP in last week`s edition. 
It was disappointing that 
Jamie McGrigor also joined 
him in such an attack. 

Firstly Michael Russell 
never listed eight to 
nine schools for closure 
and therefore Mr Reid`s 
assertion that such a list 

was secretly handed over to 
Argyll  and Bute Council by 
Mr Russell is totally untrue. 

This is a smokescreen to 
try to let Mr Reid`s Lib-
Dem colleagues wriggle out 
of the fact that they voted 
for the 25 school closure 
consultation before public 
pressure from communities 
all over Argyll and Bute 
forced them to reverse their 
decision.

Mr Reid’s assertion that 
the SNP Government is to 
blame for an additional cut 
in Argyll & Bute`s grant by 
£5.5 million ignores some 
basic facts. 

The allocation from 
the Westminster Liberal/
Conservative Government 
to Scotland has been 
cut by £1.3 billion. As a 
Westminster Liberal MP, 
I would have thought Mr 
Reid should have been 
aware of this fact. The cut 
by the Scottish Government 
to Scottish local authorities 
is only 2.6 per cent 
compared to more than 7 
per cent in England.

The intent was to try 
to shelter Scottish local 
authority services from 
the worst of the cuts 
imposed on Scotland. If 
the settlement through 
CoSLA negotiations and by 
agreement of all the council 
leaders has varied between 
councils then someone has 
taken their eye off the ball. 

I know at time of writing 
that the council leader is 
feverishly trying to repair 
this damage and I wish 
him every success as the 
consequences are severe for 
us all if he does not.

 Councillor Donald 
Macdonald, Arisaig, 
Pulpit Hill, Oban.

Trust has different 
objectives to    
other landowners
Sir,

I would like to respond 
to two recent items (My 
village - Glencoe, January 
6, and Letters, Shame on 
NTS, January 20).

Since the Highlands were 
cleared of their people 250 
or so years ago, two main 
commercial activities have 
been prevalent: sheep-
grazing and deer stalking. 

Unfortunately, it appears 
that some have come to the 
view that if the landscape 
is not being managed 
wholly to support these two 
activities, then you do not 
understand the land or know 
what you are doing.

We at the National Trust 
for Scotland’s Glencoe and 
Dalness estate have to take 
management decisions just 
as other landowners do.
However, our objectives are 
different.  

Sir,
I am writing this letter to 

ask why cars are parking in 

They shouldn’t be there 
because it is parking for 

I have tried to sort this 
problem out before and 
nothing has been done about 
it.

It is the school pupils who 
are parking there. It’s unfair 
and I hope something gets 
done about it soon.

Lesley Allan, Miller 
Road, Oban.

Dozy parkers

Instead of trying to 
maximise numbers of 
sheep or stags, we control 
grazing to increase heather 
and woodland cover, and 
to generally improve the 
natural habitat. 

The objectives we have 
set ourselves will take many 
years, if not decades, to 
achieve but we can already 
see improvements to the 
local ecology. 

The results of monitoring 
carried out for and by 
Scottish Natural Heritage 
show that most of the 
habitats designated as a 

Interest and Special Areas 
of Conservation in Glencoe 
are either in ‘favourable 
condition’ or ‘unfavourable 
(but) recovering’, 
pointing to the fact that 
we are supporting and not 
destroying wildlife. 

In a recent meeting with 
deer stalkers and managers 
from neighbouring estates, 
it was noted that one reason 
for deer migrating onto 
the Glencoe estate was 
the recovering landscape 
and that, as we continue 
to nurture improvements, 
migration is likely to 
continue.

There are still a great 
number of foxes in the 
Glen, and our neighbouring 
shepherds and deer stalkers 
are negotiating with us to 
increase the numbers that 
we shoot each year. This 
does not suggest that the 
wildlife is ‘nearly all gone.’

I must also point out that 
our estate provides more 
employment for local 
people than many other 
neighbouring estates. We 
employ seven full-time and 
seven part-time staff all year 
round and another seven 
seasonally.  

Far from being ashamed 
to work in Glencoe for the 
National Trust for Scotland, 
I am proud to be part of a 
Scottish organisation trying 
to improve Scottish habitats 
and provide jobs.

Scott McCombie, 
Property Manager, 
National Trust for 
Scotland, Glencoe and 
Dalness.

Traditional 
Excellence at 
Celtic Connections
WITH the football
cancelled there was 
nothing else for it but to 
head off into town for the 
afternoon.

Yes, a Saturday 
afternoon in town but, 
of course, it was the last 
two weeks of January and 
it was off to the Concert 
Hall and not the shops 
to take in the concert, 
‘The Future of our Past’, 
featuring the students of 
the traditional course at 
the RSAMD together with 
VIGO a Galician group.

Once again the students 
illustrated that we have 
a continuing conveyor 
belt of excellent young 
musicians, singing 
and playing the full 
range of instruments, 
although perhaps there 
was a shortage of Gaelic 
singing.

Each of the year groups 
took a spot with the 
visitors playing four items 
at the start of the second 
half before joining the 
students for the rest of the 
concert.

It was wonderful stuff 
and a great appetiser 
for the ‘Highland 
Sessions’ later that 
evening when there was a 
wonderful array of talent: 
Blazin’Fiddles; Daimh; 
Julie Fowlis and her 
band; Alasdair Fraser and 
Natalie Haas and Gaelic 
singers Margaret  Stewart, 
Cathie-Anne MacPhee, 
Kathleen MacInnes and 
Darren MacLean.

Over the many years 
I have attended the 
festival this was by far 
the best attendance from 
the Gaelic speaking 
community and they were 
well rewarded.

As well as having 
their own spots on the 
programme, the artists 
interchanged with guests 
Iain MacDonald and 
Donald Shaw contributing 
as well. Fergie 
MacDonald made a guest 
appearance and played 
a few fast selections 
with full backing from 
many of the others and 
the audience were sent 
home happy after a bit of 
community singing led by 
Darren.

Almost from the outset 
the artists contributed to 
the relaxed atmosphere in 
the hall and, of course, it 
was important that Cathie-
Anne should be given 
the chance to stand on 
the same spot which Tom 
Jones occupied just a few 
nights earlier!

The mention of 
relaxation and fun leads 
me to the ‘Fiddle Legends’ 
competition held in the 
Strathclyde Suite when a 
packed house had more 
laughs than you would 
expect at a comedy club.

playing of the highest 
quality.  In a brilliantly 
conceived concert some 

on the role, complete with 
period costumes, of the 

Robbie Shepherd (Allan 
Henderson), as one 
would expect, was the 
host for BBC Scotland 
and Aonghas Grant, the 

Lochaber, was the judge.  
Each of the participants 
William Marshall (Duncan 
Chisholm), Niel Gow 
(Iain MacFarlane), James 

Scott Skinner (Bruce 
MacGregor), Captain 
Simon Fraser (Alasdair 
Fraser) and James Hill 
(Greg Lawson) gave a 
short, mostly hilarious, 
biography of their lives 
and then played their own 

the judge and made even 
more so by the acceptance 
of a late entry from a 
young schoolgirl from 
Shetland, Jenna Reid, who 
was immaculately turned 
out in her school uniform.   

Since Jenna did not 
have the ability to tune 

came to the rescue and 
was not particularly 
impressed when she 
then decided to make 
further adjustments. He 
was, however, impressed 

tune, stating that she had 
followed the composition 
perfectly when, in fact, 
it sounded like the noise 
made by any child when 

assured that the award of 
the trophy to Jenna had 
nothing to do with the 
fact that she was, by far, 
the most attractive of the 
competitors!

If this, so far, sounds 
like one of the best nights 
of the festival that is only 
part of the story.  Step 
forward Andy Thorburn 
who, while playing 
brilliant accompaniments, 
provided continuous 
laughter.  To play a few 
sets of tunes Andy and 
his fellow accompanist, 
Anna Massie, were joined 
by accordion players 
John Carmichael and 
Gary Innes.  Oh, and then 
there was the surprise 
appearance of Phil and 
Aly and I will leave it 
to the readers to decide 
which of the participants 
in the evening would be 
best suited to playing their 
parts.

Mull and Iona 
Association
THE Annual Gathering 
and Dance will take place 
in Glasgow University 
Union on Friday February 
11th.  I shall provide full 
details next week.

Dates for Diary
Saturday, February 5, 
Glasgow Lewis and 
Harris Association, 
Marag Supper, Partick 
Burgh Hall, 7.45pm.  
Clann Gaidhlig Bardic 
Supper, Westburn Church, 
Greenock, 7.30pm.
Stirling Branch of An 
Comunn Ceilidh, Lesser 
Albert Hall, 7.30pm.
Last day for entries to 
the National Piping 
Centre Junior Piping 
Competition.

Friday, February 
11,  Mull and Iona 
Association - see above.
Clydebank and District 
Highlander’s Association 
ceilidh, Napier Hall, 
Old Kilpatrick, 7.30pm.
Capercaille, Perth Concert 
Hall. Saturday, February 
12,  Paisley and District 
Highlander’s Association 
Burns Night.  Johnstone 
Town Hall, 7.30pm, for 
tickets tel  01505 350139

Pub Scene
IN the Park Bar this 
weekend will be Deoch’n 
Dorus on Friday, Monach 
Isles on Saturday and 
Gunna Sound on Sunday 
while in the Islay Inn it 
will be Parting Glass on 
Friday and Crooked Reel 
on Saturday.

Oban to be a 
university town

THE Privy Council will 
shortly announce that it 
has been pleased to confer 
on the University of the 
Highlands and Islands 
Millennium Institute the 
full status of a university. 

The cumbersome title 
will become simply 
the University of the 
Highlands and Islands and 
the constituent elements, 
such as the Scottish 
Association for Marine 
Science, will convey on 
the town nearest to it the 
status of a ‘university 
town’.

Now, to those who are 
not familiar with such 
academic distinctions, this 
may be meaningless but to 
those who know about the 

title brings it is great news, 
especially for the burgh’s 
bi-centenary.

For the University of the 
Highlands and Islands, 
it means that the degrees 
granted will no longer 
have to be validated by 
any other body. 

For the academic side 
of SAMS the same is 
true. Scientists who have 
completed their academic 
work required  for a degree 
will be able to say that 
they gained it at the Oban 
campus and will give Oban 
a new, enhanced status 
which with the excellent 
work done, both practical 

the Dunstaffnage campus 
a place to seek to be a 
student or a research 
fellow.

The publicity Oban will 
receive from its ‘university 
town’ status is immense 
and will  make other 
bodies and commercial 
interests want to establish 
a foothold here. 

Recently, I was told by a 

he didn’t realise just how 
well known Oban was in 
other parts of the world.

There was an after-dinner 
discussion as to where 
those round the table had
been educated. 

When he explained that 
he won a scholarship to 
Oxford, a crusty academic 
insisted he should say 
where he had gone to 
school.

He tried to brush the 
query aside, saying that he 
was educated in a primary 
school on a Hebridean 
island and then to a senior 
secondary school on the 
mainland.

But this was not 

and which secondary 
school?

When he hesitated the old 
academic asked: ‘was it 
Oban High School?’ which 
it was not. 

He denied it was and 
asked why he was so 
anxious to know. The reply 
was: ‘I had hoped it was as 
I have employed  several 

former pupils from that 
school and they were, as 
you are, brilliant, I’m sorry 
I have never heard of the 
one to which you went, but 
it must throw up the odd 
extra-ordinary guy.’

This is just what will 
happen to graduates from 
the University of the 
Highlands and Islands 
Oban Campus. 

We can all play our part 
in promoting Oban as a 
‘university town’ and be 
proud of its enhanced 
status.

Boris is right!

THE Tory ‘faithful’ and, 
to a lesser extent, those 
of the Liberal-Democrats, 
are getting a bit restless as 
to when Messrs Cameron 
and Osborne are going to 
take the nation into their 

It was no surprise 
therefore when Tory 
supporter and realist, Boris 
Johnston, spoke out last 
week to chide the Prime 
Minister and his deputy 
that it was time they took 
their voters into their 

some hope that things will 
get better not later than the 
middle of this year.

Now, Boris is often 
thought of as a ‘buffoon’ 
but he is not. He is trying 
to drive home to his 
wealthy pals that they 
must take the electorate 

sooner rather than later. 
At a personal level, 

everyone agrees bankers 

be it personal or business, 
that is agreed and is 
followed.

At present, apart from 
the banks being told to 
lend more money to small 
businesses and not to pay 
excessively large bonuses, 
hundreds of thousands of 
bank customers who have 
a substantial amount of 
their savings invested there 
are in fact losing money 
on their investments – very 
often for their old age 
– because they cannot get 
a clue as to when interest 
rates will rise.

The bad news, according 
to the experts this 
weekend, is that interest 
rates cannot be allowed to 
rise as the economy is too 
fragile to stand it. 

If this is the case, then 
the multi-millionaire 
Chancellor of the 
Exchequer needs to be 
honest and make the 
statement that will depress 
us all - but with a caveat 
that by the autumn or the 
spring of next year there 
will be an improvement 
that will  allow interest 
rates to rise and help they 
very people he and David 
Cameron depend on for 
re-election.

Well worth the wait
IT’S been a long time coming - but it’s been well worth 
the wait!

Highlands and Islands (UHI) Millennium Institute has 
gained full university status, so Oban has become a 
university town.

It is much more than just a status symbol - it will act act 
a magnet bringing more students to the area and provide 
a welcome boost to the local economy.

For future generations, Oban will mean much more 
than the Gateway to the Isles.
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Trio of west coast 
businesses up for 
restaurant awards
THREE west coast 
businesses have been 
nominated for awards at the 
2011 Scottish Restaurant 
Awards.

The Lochleven Seafood 
Café, in Fort William, 
has been shortlisted for 
the Seafood Restaurant 
of the Year, while the 
Isle of Eriska Hotel, near 
Benderloch, has been named 
in the Best Hotel Restaurant 
of the Year category.

Skye restaurant, Three 
Chimneys, could be a 
double-award winner 
though, nominated in both 
the Fine Dining Experience 
of the year and Best Rural 
Restaurant of the Year 
categories.

The winner will be named 
at an award ceremony in the 
Glasgow Science Centre on 
Monday, February 28.

Odds shorten on 
fuel duty delay
BOOKMAKER William 
Hill has opened a book on 
whether the Chancellor, 
George Osborne, will scrap 
or delay the planned 1p fuel 
duty increase.

The bookmaker is offering 
1-4 that the fuel increase, 
which is due to take effect 
in April, will be delayed or 
scrapped and 11-4 that it 
will be implemented.

William Hill spokesman 
Graham Sharpe said: ‘We 
believe that the unpopularity 
of such a move both with 
the transport trade and 
the public will force the 
chancellor to revise his 
plans and delay or scrap his 
planned rise in fuel duty.’ 

LOCH Fyne Oysters launched a se-
ries of lunches with a difference last 
Friday – pick your own oysters.

At A Taste of Loch Fyne, guests 
enjoyed grabbing oysters from the 

bed of Loch Fyne before learning 
the tricks of opening their shells, 
with the assistance of chef, Colin 
Bussey. The novel lunch concept 
will be repeated late in February.

Video link to flume 
tank a highlight of 
Fishing Expo 2011
A LARGE interactive 
screen beaming images 
from one of the world’s last 

be the focus of attention at 
this year’s Fishing Expo in 
Glasgow.

The live video link to 
Denmark’s North Sea 
Science Park will enable 

operation.
Respected and well-

known gear technologist, 
Mike Montgomerie, of 

interactive display that will 

the opportunity to request 
the testing of various trawl 
set-ups.

He said: ‘Fishermen will 
be able to pre-request the 
type of gear or alteration 
they would like to see 
incorporated and then 
this will be viewed live 
in simulated real-life 
underwater conditions on 
the large video screen in the 
hall.

‘As the trials are viewed 
on the screen, skippers will 
be able to ask questions 
or request possible further 
alterations to see how the 
gear performs.’ 

Fishing 2011 will be 
staged from March 24-26 at 
the SECC in Glasgow. More 

co.uk

Co-operative scoops alliance award
FOOD from Argyll, a local 
producers co-operative, has 
fought off competition from 
across Scotland to be named 
the Scottish Countryside Alli-
ance’s prestigious Best Local 
Food Award.

The award was presented 
at a ceremony at the Scottish 
Parliament, and the group 
will now go head to head 
with winners from England 
and Wales for the  UK 
Countryside Alliance Best 
Local Food Award.

The winner will be named 
at the House of Commons 
this month.

Food from Argyll was 
nominated for the award 
by members of the public 
and judged by a panel of 
experts.  Judges praised the 
co-operative’s innovative 
approach to developing new 
business opportunities for 
rural companies.

Marketing development 

Virginia Sumsion, said: ‘It’s 
great to have the group’s 
work recognised in this way. 

‘We are now preparing for 
our 2011 season and look 
forward to spreading the 
word about good food from 

Highlands and Islands MSP, Jamie McGrigor, right, 
is pictured with  some of the members of Food from 
Argyll at last week’s awards ceremony. 

Trade show will 
be the biggest yet, 
promise organisers

Forteith Foodservice’s West Highlands and Islands Trade Show of 2009 attracted 
some 800 retailers and caterers. It’s hoped that more than 1,000 will attend this 
year’s event. 

REPORT 
by STEVEN FLANAGAN

FORTEITH Foodservice has 
promised that this month’s 
32nd annual West Highland 
and Islands Trade Show will 
be their biggest yet.

This year’s event takes 
place at Oban’s Corran Halls 
on February 16-17, with 
some 98 exhibitors bringing 
together more than 200 
brands under one roof.

The two-day biannual show 
is now one of the largest food 
and drink events in Scotland 
and is set to attract visitors 
from all across the West 
Highlands and Islands.

Senior partner of 
independent wholesaler, 
Forteith Foodservice, John 
Forteith, is hoping to draw 
a crowd of around 1,000 
delegates from the catering 
and retail industry to the 
event.

Success
He said: ‘This is our biggest 

show to date. The 2009 show 
was seen as one of the largest 
Food and Drink Shows in 
Scotland, but the 2011 show 
is nearly 10 per cent bigger.

‘The success of the show 
is built on the sheer variety 
of products on show and 
the fact that we ensure its a 
trade-only event.

‘We also recognise that 
people may be thinking 
about stocking up for the for 
the start of the season, so the 
majority of exhibitors will 

have an offer that will only 
be available at the show.’

Showcase
Another major point is 

that, of the 98 exhibitors 
present, around 90 per cent 
will feature food and drink 
from both local and national 
companies, with the 
remaining stalls showcasing 
related services, such as IT, 
training or accountancy.

One of the focuses of 
this year’s show will be on 
sourcing locally produced 
goods, something that is 
becoming increasingly 

important to the consumer.
John said: ‘There’s 

producers this year and 
that’s a result of our local 
sourcing initiative; some of 
that has been from working 
hand-in-hand with Scotland 
Food and Drink.

‘It’s something that is 
important for adding value 
to the consumer, both for 
locals and tourists.’

Every exhibitor at the event 
is able to offer products 
to businesses in the west 
Highlands and Islands all 

year round through, or in 
association with, Forteith 
Foodservice.

Tickets
Tickets for the event are 

available on request from 
Forteith Foodservice on 
01631 569100 or by visiting 
the website at www.forteith.
co.uk.

Businesses can also turn 
up on the day, but are asked 

such as a business card, to 
prove their credentials.

Free parking is available 
on site.

Making dreams come true

Karen Baxter and Allan MacDougall of the recently launched Argyll Smokery.  

Support team can help develop ideas
NEW start-ups and existing 
businesses with ambitions 
to grow are being urged 
to contact Argyll and Bute 
Council’s Business Gateway 
team, which offers support 
to business owners to help 
develop their ideas and 
identify appropriate sources 
of funding.

One of the current sources 
of discretionary grant 
funding for businesses is 
Argyll and Bute Council’s 
pilot Competitive Business 
Growth  programme. 

The programme, delivered 
via the council’s Business 
Gateway team, has recently 
broadened its criteria to 
encourage more businesses 
to apply. 

The changes now enable 
eligible part-time businesses 
operating at least 16 hours 
per week to apply for the 
£500 start-up grant as well 
as full-time businesses, and 
for business owners to apply 
for help with start-up costs 
up to three months after they 
start trading.

Changes in the criteria 
also mean that eligible 
existing businesses with 
growth ambitions can apply 
for support of 50 per cent 
for expansion costs up to 
£3,000, where the business 

As well as the 
advice available 
we can provide 
financial 
support.
Councillor          
Dick Walsh

can demonstrate that they 
will reach the VAT threshold 
within the next 12 months 
or are already trading above 
the threshold; and have a 
clear growth plan to increase 

beyond this.
Keen to help

‘We are keen to help local 
businesses succeed,’ said 
Councillor Dick Walsh, 
Argyll and Bute Council’s 
leader and spokesperson for 
the Economy. 

‘As well as the advice 
available from the Business 
Gateway team, we can also 

some cases.’
Many local businesses 

from support, including 
Karen Baxter and Allan 
MacDougall, of the recently 
launched Argyll Smokery. 

‘Our Business Gateway 

advisor was very helpful 
to us. She helped us 
access funding and also 
recommended various 
courses and contacts which 
we found very useful. 

‘It’s good to have someone 
to call who understands 
the pressures of starting 
a business from scratch,’ 

Argyll Smokery is based 
in Sandbank, Dunoon, but 
plans to reach markets all 
over the UK and beyond with 
a range of smoked products 
that includes salmon, 
prawns, oysters, scallops 
and mussels. Their business 
adviser, Ann Scott, said, “I 
was impressed when meeting 
Karen and Allan with their 
passion and vision, and with 
the range of products they 
plan to introduce.’

The Competitive Business 
Growth Programme pilot is 
funded by Argyll and Bute 
Council and the Argyll and 
the Islands LEADER 2007-
2013 Programme. 

It can support a wide range 
of business but excludes 
retail, private health care, 
property development and 
professional services. 

Business Gateway on 01546 
605 459.

LANGOUSTINE caught in Loch Tor-

-
tion following a decision by independ-

The suspension comes after 

Voluntary code
Many of the extra boats have 

not signed-up to the voluntary 
Management Plan Code of Conduct 

Nephrops Management Group.

The MSC said that as the numbers 
of extra boats increased, the potential 
problems that this might cause were 

which included a condition on effort 

Unfortunate
Claire Pescod, UK Fisheries 

Outreach Manager for the MSC, 
said: ‘This is an unfortunate situation 
and, while the MSC acknowledges 
the efforts the Torridon Nephrops 
Management Group has made, the 
long term sustainability of the stock 

Wrasse could be 
answer to lice

to lice on farmed salmon?
Research organisation 

wrasse, put together with 
salmon, can provide an 
environmentally friendly 
solution to combating the 
pest.

it comes to eating lice from 
large salmon, the Ballan 

and it also gathers lice at 
lower temperatures than the 
other species.

of wrasse are needed in the 
sea cages in order to delouse 
the salmon, avoiding the 
need to use chemicals to 

SAMS lecturer takes up 
top role with bio-group
A SENIOR lecturer at Dun-
beg’s Scottish Association 
for Marine Science (SAMS) 
is the new director of a group 
looking into the commercial 
opportunities of using algae 
as a biofuel.

In her new role with the 
Algal Bioenergy Special 
Interest Group (AB-SIG) 
network, Dr Michele 
Stanley will now play a key 
role in considering what 
role the organisms will 
play in fuels for the future, 
whilst also examining 
the environmental 
considerations associated 
with the large-scale 
deployment of such 
activities.

Dr Stanley will combine 
the role with her position 
as lead scientist on the 
BioMara project, a six 
million Euro funded project 
on sustainable marine 
biofuels.

Realistic alternative
The goal of AB-SIG is to 

develop a strategy to make 
the proposal a realistic 
alternative to fossil fuels. It 
will consider what the best 
algal feed stocks should 
be, the most appropriate 
locations to develop the 
fuel, and will conceive a 
predictive modelling of 
the implications for the 
environment of scaling up 
microalgae production. 

The network will also 
ensure close engagement 
with technological 
developments in this area.

Algae has already been 
demonstrated as a viable 
alternative to fossil fuels. 

In 2009, a Boeing 737-

90 minutes with one engine 
powered by a 50-50 mix of 
algae-biofuel and traditional 
aircraft fuel. The engine 

the mix to work.
Successfully delivering a 

commercially viable biofuel 
model could potentially 
create an industry worth 
billions, and lessen the 
world’s reliance on fossil 

fuels.
Prof Laurence Mee, 

director of SAMS, said: 
‘This is a prestigious role at 
the cutting edge of science 
and technology in the UK. 

Delighted
‘I am delighted that 

Michele has been awarded 
this post. She leads the 
BioMara project here at the 
institute, and has advised UK 
and international industry 
about opportunities to 
exploit algae as a renewable 
energy feedstock. 

‘The knowledge and 
experience she has gained 
in SAMS and her leadership 
skills will make her a great 
director of AB-SIG.’

Practical help, advice and 
support for new and 
growing businesses
To find out how Business Gateway can help your 
business, contact the local office on 01546 605 459 
or visit www.bgateway.com

Supporters of the Oban Times business pages

Our niche range includes:
ARGYLL SMOKED SALMON   SMOKED MUSSELS
HOT KILN ROASTED SALMON  SMOKED PRAWNS
SCOTTISH SMOKED TROUT  HOMEMADE PATES
We welcome all enquiries and are delighted to offer

our home delivery mail order service.
For more information about us please just email us at

info@argyllsmokery.com or ring us on 01369 705 286.
WWW.ARGYLLSMOKERY.COM

NEVER FRESHER.
         NEVER BETTER....

Argyll-based Highlands 
and Islands MSP, Jamie 
McGrigor has been a 
consistent supporter of 
Food from Argyll and was 
quick to offer words of 
congratulations.

He said: ‘I am delighted 
at this award for Food from 
Argyll and congratulate all 
those involved. 

‘This award builds on 
previous accolades it has 
won, including the award 
for partnership working in 
the 2009 Scotland Food and 
Drink Awards. 

‘I would also want to 
commend in particular 
Fergus Younger ,whose 
brainchild this was and who 
has done so much for the 

organisation’s development. 
‘It has been very successful 

at bringing businesses 
together to deliver high 
quality food products at a 
wide range of events. 

‘The excellent Food from 
Argyll marquee, providing 
food for festival goers 
across Scotland, has become 

of people attending such 
events.’

Winston Churchill Venison 
was also nominated for the 
best traditional business 
award. The company was 
one of four businesses to 

category and received a 

Hands-on experience with pick 
your own at Loch Fyne Oysters

Find us on 

facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes
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NINETEEN people died 
working in Scotland’s 
countryside from April 2009 
to April 2010 -  three in 
Argyll and Bute and three 
in the Highlands – whilst a 
further 2548 people were 
seriously injured across the 
country

A leading injury lawyer has 
backed a campaign to reduce 
the ‘worryingly high’ number 
of deaths and serious injuries 
that happen to people whilst 
working in the Scottish 
countryside.

Elaine Russell, partner and 
industrial accident specialist 
at Irwin Mitchell says too 
many people are still being 
killed at work in avoidable 
accidents in Scotland. 

Warning
The warning came as the 

Health and Safety Executive 
continues its campaign to 
raise awareness on how to 
improve safety and reduce 
the number of people being 
needlessly injured.

Ms Russell said agriculture 
as an industry was prone to 

a far higher accident rate 
than any other sector – only 
construction comes remotely 
close.

In 2009/10 there were 242.1 
major injuries per 100,000 
employees in agriculture 
throughout the UK, up on 

203.1.
She said: ‘Areas such as 

Argyll and Bute and the 
Highlands where there 
is a higher proportion of 
agricultural employment 
are shown to have suffered 

particularly badly in these 
statistics.

‘The link between 
agriculture and serious or 
fatal injuries is too frequent 
to ignore and we applaud the 
HSE for attempting to tackle 
the problem at its source.

‘No matter which way you 

last year is 19 deaths too 
many. 

‘Beyond the cold statistics 
are lives and families that are 
being devastated by deaths 
which should be avoidable 

if proper health and safety 
procedures are in place and 
adhered to.

‘Farming is an integral part 
of life and the economy in 
Scotland and it is essential 
that the region’s safety record 
is improved.’

Ms Russell reiterated calls 
for the Government to set 
up an Employers’ Liability 
Insurance Bureau, a fund that 
would protect workers who 
have been injured at work in 
cases where no insurer can 
be traced.

UNITED Auctions sold 
4,931 prime sheep including 
3518 hoggs averaging 
179.7p/kg (+5.5p) and 1413 
ewes and rams at Stirling 
last Thursday.

Texel lambs from Easter 
Ochtermuthill and Tomaig, 
Campbeltown sold to 
£90 as did Suffolks from 
Guardswell and Beltex from 
Luckenburn. Glendamph 
sold Blackfaces to £77.

Texel ewes from Alton of 
Bandeath sold to £99, with 
Suffolks from Merryhill 
selling to £84.50

Cast Texel rams from 
Shearerston fetched £109, 
with Suffolks from Gribloch 
selling to £93.50.

Blackface rams from 
Remony sold to £79.50.

DINGWALL  
Dingwall and 
Highland Marts
Lambs:
Cheviot: 24 Borve, £78; 
SuffolkX: Ardnagrask, Muir 
of Ord & The Arr, Nairn, 
£76;
Suffolk: Galcantray Farm, 
Cawdor, £72; 
CharolaisX: Teanluick Croft, 
Muir of Ord, £70; 
TexelX: Borowston Mains, 
Thurso, £67; 
Cross: Teanluick Croft, £67; 
Bluefaced Leicester: 
Broomhill Farm, Muir of 
Ord, £66; 
Blackface: Rebeg, Kirkhill, 
£62
Mule: Achnabat, Dores, £57.
Ewes:
Texel: Wester Raddery, £97; 
Cheviot: Heathmount, Tain, 
£92;

Portmahomack, £84; 
Bluefaced Leicester: 
Broomhill Farm, £82; 

£80;
Cross: Kinchyle Farm, 
Scaniport, £74; 
CharmoiseX: Kinchyle Farm, 
£73;
Mule: Balintore Farms, Tain, 
£69;
Blackface: Kinchyle £66; 
Suffolk: Galcantray, £53.
Wedders: 
Cheviot: Achlich, Lairg, 
£64;
Blackface: Ach na Fridhe, 
Isle of Skye, £49.
Rams:
Suffolk: Galcantray Farm, 
£96;
Cheviot: Sandside Estate, 
Reay, £85; 
Bluefaced Leicester: 
Broomhill Farm, £85; 
Texel: Lower Whitebog, 

Fortrose, £80; 
Blackface: Milton Farm, 
Aberarder, £65.

STIRLING
United Auctions
Bullocks
251-300kgs Boreland £520, 
Succothmore 184.4p; 
301-350kgs Hillview £625, 
178.1p;
351-400kgs Outerwards 
£700, Windyhill 187.7p; 
401-450kgs Craigend £760, 
Muircleugh  172.4p;
451-500kgs Maidencoates 
£820, Redheugh 169.8p;
501-550kgs Millside £865, 
Torhousekie 166.7p; 
551-600kgs Holehouse £945, 
163.5p;
601-650kgs Craigend £1035, 
160.7p;
651-700kgs Muirsland 
£1065, 162.8p.
Heifers

Up to 250kgs Succothmore 
£365, 150.8p; 
251-300kgs  Succothmore 
£480, Graystale 167p; 
301-350kgs Boreland £540, 
Windyhill 159.7; 
351-400kgs Hillview £655, 
168.5p;
401-450kgs East Merkland 
£690, 165.5p; 
451-500kgs Muirsland £800, 
Dykes 167.71p; 
501-550kgs Holehouse £830, 
156.9p;
551-600kgs Shielhill £925, 
Torhousekie 159.8p; 
651-700kgs Shielhill £985, 
147.5p
OTM cows
Bowhouse (Lim) £985, 
134.1p; Stirton Mill (AA) 
£965, Hardiston 114.3p; 
Lorn (Sim) £895, 122.6p; 
Muirsland (BB) £875, South 
Hill of Drip 114.9.
OTM bulls

Craigend (Sim) £1330, 
103.9p; Hardiston (AA) 
£1130, 104.2p; Loanhead 
of Duchally (Lim) £1070, 
109.4p; West Lethans (AA) 
£1050, Hardiston 102.9p.
Dairy cows; 
Pinmerry (in-milk) £2100 
and (in-calf) £1500.
Breeding cattle 
Hardiston (AAX cow and 
bull calf) £900, £800; Scart 
(SimX cow and bull calf) 
£800.
In-calf cows Hardiston (AAX 
cow to AA spring calver) 
£880, £850 x2.
Sheep
Hoggs; Doune of Glendouglas 
(ChaX) £72; (TexX) £71; 
Shanry (BtexX) And 
Backhills (SuffX) £65.50; 
Dalfoil (Mule) £62.50; 
Kirkton (BF) £57.
Cast tups: Daldravaig £86.

CALEDONIAN Marts 
(Stirling) Ltd sold 163 
prime cattle including 
16 young bulls, 19 Over 
30 Month cattle and 109 
cast cows and bulls.

Cows from Islay sold 
to  £805 for a Limousin 
cross from Eorabus and 
£775  for a Limousin 
cross Balclava, while 
a Charolais from  
Balliemartin sold to 
£825.

A Limousin bull from 
Turnalt sold to  £915. 

Bullocks averaged 156p 
per kg and sold to 188.5p 
per kg, 620kg British 
Blue from Balleny Farm, 

Balerno and £1250 
for 865kg Limousin, 
from Netherton Farm, 
Dalrymple.

Heifers averaged 
168p per kg and sold 
to 196.5p per kg for a 
British Blue cross from 
Wester Thomaston Farm, 
Banknock and £1,190 for 
615kgs British Blue also 
from Wester Thomaston.

Young bulls sold to 
176.5p per kg for a 
Blonde D’Quintaine 
from  Easterton Farm, 
Kirkintilloch and to 
£1,345 for a 900kgs 
from Mains of Beath 
Farm, Crossgates.

DINGWALL and Highland Marts, sold 2,361 sheep 
of all classes last Wednesday when quality lambs 

weathered types were more hesitant.
All classes of ewes and rams met a strong demand.
Lambs averaged £50.92 and sold to £135 for a pen 

of Cheviots from 24 Borve, Isle of Skye.
Ewes averaged £56.69 and sold to £100 for a pen of 

Texels from Wester Raddery, Fortrose.
Feeding sheep averaged £50.67 and sold to £71 for 

a Blackface from Pitmain Farm, Kingussie.

UNITED Auctions sold 837 store 
cattle, breeding cattle and 150 cows 
and 837 store sheep at Stirling last 
Wednesday when entries met a 
steady trade.

Bullocks  averaged 158.56p 
(+0.42p) and sold to 187.7p per kg 
for a 373kg Limousin cross from 
Windyhill and £1,065 for a 654kg 
Charolais cross from Muirsland.

Heifers averaged 155.72p 
(+0.37p) and sold to 168.5p per 
kg for Limousin crosses from 
Windyhill and £985 for a 668kg 
Limousin cross from Shielhill.

Breeding cattle were in demand 
with Aberdeen Angus cross cows 
with bull calves at foot from 
Hardiston selling to £900 and 
£800. Hardiston also sold Aberdeen 
Angus cross spring-calving cows 
to £880 and £850(x2), while a 
Simmental cross with bull calf at 
foot from Scart also fetched £800.

Cast cows  averaged 96.19p and 
sold to 134.1p and £985 for a 
Limousin cross from Bowhouse.

Charollais cross hoggs from 
Doune of Glendouglas sold to £72, 
with the same home selling Texel 
crosses to £71.

Shanry and Backhills sold Beltex 
crosses and Suffolk crosses, 
respectively, to £65,50 while 
Blackfaces from Kirkton fetched 
£57.

Daldravaig sold cast rams to £86.

Islay cows sell well 
at Caledonian sale

UA Stirling 
sale meets 
with steady 
trade

Cheviot lambs from Skye 
sell to £135 at Dingwall

Prime sheep 
rates up 5.5p per 
kilo at Stirling

AREAS of Argyll are at 
the centre of a £2.6 million 
project aimed at stemming 
the invasion of aggressive 
growing plants including the 
giant hogweed in Scotland, 
Northern Ireland and the 
Irish Republic.

The economic impact of 
these plants, which also 
include rhododendron, 
Japanese knotweed and 
Himalayan balsam, has been 
calculated at about £7.5m in 
the UK and more than £12bn 
across the European Union.

The economic impact of 
these aggressive plants, 
which can also cause health 
problems for those who 
come into contact with 
them, has been estimated 
at over £12 billion across 
Europe per year, and around 
£7.5 million to control in 
Britain alone.

An EU-funded initiative 
led by scientists at Queen’s 
University, Belfast, is now 

The CIRB (Controlling 
Priority Invasive Species 
and Restoring Native 
Biodiversity) project 
will target 12 Scottish 
catchments in Argyll, 
Ayrshire, Galloway and the 
Tweed valley, as well as 
rivers in Co Londonderry 
and Co Louth.

CIRB project manager 
Dr Cathy Maguire, from 
Queen’s School of Biological 
Sciences, in Belfast said: 

‘As well as damaging 
natural biodiversity, 
invasive species can cause 
serious problems for local 
communities.

‘They take over river 
banks, preventing their use 
for angling and recreation. 
The giant hogweed also 
contains toxic sap that can 
cause painful blisters on 
anyone who comes into 
contact with it.

‘The CIRB project will 
allow us to develop new 
approaches to controlling 
invasive species and 
restoring river catchments. 

‘By combining the latest 

action on the ground, and 
by engaging with local 
communities to train people 
in how to identify and 
control invasive plants, 
we can prevent further 
environmental, economic 
and social damage.’

Giant Hogweed contains a 
substance within its sap that 
makes the skin sensitive to 
ultraviolet light. This can 
result in severe burns to the 
affected areas, producing 
swelling and severe, painful 
blistering. Damaged skin 
heals slowly, leaving 
residual pigmentation 
that can develop into 
Phytophotodermatitis, a 

up in sunlight and for which 
there is no straightforward 
treatment.

Countryside safety statistics lead to 
renewed calls for insurance cover

Market reports

There is a ‘worryingly high’ number of deaths and serious injuries that happen to people whilst working in the Scottish countryside.

The impact of species such as giant hogweed, above, 
rhododendron, Japanese knotweed and Himalayan 
balsam, has been calculated at about £7.5m in the UK 
and more than £12bn across the European Union.

Argyll gains major funding to tackle 
increasing invasive plant problem

As well as damaging natural 
biodiversity, invasive species can 
cause serious problems for local 
communities.
Dr Cathy Maguire

AN INVESTIGATION, by 
BBC Scotland claimed that 
an increase and range of 
chemicals used to treat sea 
lice in farmed salmon has 

years, and in some cases the 
rise has been by as much as 
163 per cent. 

Much of the data is said to 
have come from the Scottish 

Losing control claim
Campaigners say the 

industry is losing control of 
sea lice numbers and argue 
that sea lice on farms leads to 
increased infestation levels 

to the decline in stocks of 
wild salmon and sea trout.  
They claim that chemicals 
also have the potential to 
destroy other marine life.

Fish lice have been blamed 
for damaging salmon 
and sea trout stocks. But 
environmental groups claim 

natural parasite is becoming 
resistant to the treatments. 

Andrew Wallace, from 
the Association of Salmon 
Boards, told the BBC that 

from rivers to the sea 
they can be susceptible to 
naturally occurring sea lice.

He said: ‘Now, in normal 
circumstances there aren’t 
that many lice around, and 
the lice that are around 
originate from existing wild 

a cage on the migratory route 

you’re encountering an 
entirely different scale of 
problem. And the numbers 
of lice coming off of these 
farms is horrendous at 
times.’

‘Complex’
An environmental lawyer 

called Guy Linley Adams 
has been hired by wild 

at the impact of sea lice 
infestations.

However, Dr John Webster 
of the Scottish Salmon 
Producers Association, said 
any legal action would be 
disappointing.

He said: ‘I think it’s slightly 
ironic that an organisation 
that’s accused the industry 
of threatening and bullying 
tactics should resort to taking 
a company to court.

‘I think it’s very 
disappointing that our 
critics should at this stage 
in proceedings decide to 
withdraw from that debate to 
suggest that there’s no point 
in working together any 
more and should use more 
draconian and threatening 
tactics to try and persuade us 
to do things.’

The  Scottish Government 
said: ‘The reasons for 
increased use of sea lice 
medicines are quite complex 
and almost certainly due to a 
number of factors. In order 
to be certain of the reasons, 
much more information 
would be required on where, 
when and how use has been 
made of sea louse medicines, 
but in general increasing use 
is not in itself necessarily a 
matter for concern.’

Investigation
draws focus 

sea lice 
problems
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Tel: Nigel on 07766 522751

ZETOR 7341 4WD CW 
POWER LOADER

Spools auto hitch  53reg 3370 hours
Tel: Nigel on 07766 522751

TWO NEW, AFFORDABLE,ENVIRONMENTALLY 
FRIENDLY WOOD FUELS

For your existing fire or stove 
Highfire Sawdust Briquettes

A lower cost alternative to coal and wood made from compressed sawdust.

C. Hodge Fencing
(Lerags, By Oban)        Telephone 01631 563271

If you are looking to buy a new heating system 
or convert your old one...

Brites - The ideal fuel for wood pellet stoves and boilers.
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JOB WANTED
For Hire

6 Ton Dumper with 
Driver Labourer

Anywhere
Considered
Good Rates

Immediate Start
07733080339

(May Sell)

Position for 
Assistant & Stylist 
available in busy 
town centre salon
If you are creative and 
ambitious and would 
like to get involved 

in photographic and 
competition work 

whilst receiving great 
training please forward 
details onto Pamela at 

Rutherfords.

01631 565411

Tralee Bay Holidays, Benderloch
Are currently seeking cleaning staff for the 

coming season commencing February.
Work available year round or seasonal with a minimum 

3 day week from April - October 
Working days primarily Friday, Saturday & Monday.

Rate of pay £54.00 per day (6.5hrs)
Please apply by phoning 01631 720 255 

or email : tralee@easynet.co.uk

Craobh Marina has a fulltime vacancy for an 
administration assistant.  The duties include:

Reception - dealing with boat owners, handling telephone calls 
and taking and recording payments

Chandlery - assisting customers with purchases 

Administration – control of banking and petty cash 
maintenance of the sales ledger and credit control

Applicants with suitable clerical experience would be preferred 
but this is not essential as full training will be given. 

Please send your CV to Jim Berry, Craobh Marina, 
Craobh Haven, By Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8UD

Administration
Assistant

Deck Hand
Required for our ‘Multicat’ and based in Oban, 
this opportunity will suit an enthusiastic, hard 
worker with proven workboat or fish farm-
ing experience who is keen to develop their 
skills supporting a range of marine projects.  
Regular, short stays away from home will be 
required. Current sea crane, sea survival and 
first aid certificates would be beneficial as 
would a clean driving licence.  Salary com-
mensurate with experience.
If interested please send your CV to The Busi-
ness Services Manager, North West Marine 
Ltd, 7e Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll. PA34 
4HG or email to enquiries@northwestmarine.
co.uk or call 01631 565740.

Qualified/part qualified accountant 
and experienced bookkeeper required 
Jean Ainsley & Co has clients from all over the west 
coast including all the islands. We are currently seeking 
suitable candidates to work in our team as the practice 
grows. Experience in an accountancy practice would 
be an advantage for the accountant and experience 
of line 50 SAGE and working to deadlines would be 
essential for both posts.

Please apply with CV to Jean Ainsley, 
Jean Ainsley & Co , 21 Argyll Square, 

Oban. PA34 4AT or by 
email jean@jeanainsley.co.uk.

DMS, the market 
leader in Mortgage 
Arrears Counselling 

require Self 
Employed

Experienced
Field Agents

in the local area.  The 
successful applicant 
will be professional 
and possess good 

communication skills, with 
arrears experience and an 
excellent TCF approach. 

For details please 
call Alison Hogarth 
on 01635 517013

Project Planning and

Fixed Term Appointment (maternity cover) for 8 months
Clerical Grade 5/6, £22,126 - £30,675

• Time Allocation Records
• Financial reports
• Budget Ledger
• Planning and Forecasting
Applicants should have excellent numerical and communication skills as well 
as the ability to meet tight deadlines and delegate work to other staff in their 
department.

recruitment@sams.ac.uk
The closing date for receipt of applications is Friday 11th February 2011

and welcomes applications from all sections of the community.

Coll and Tiree Greylag Goose Management 
Scheme 2011 to 2013 Works
Tenders are sought from suitably experienced parties to 
coordinate and undertake Goose Management works for 
Coll & Tiree in 2011, 2012 and 2013, as directed by the 
Conserving Scottish Machair LIFE+ Project and the local 
goose management forum.
To obtain a tender pack containing relevant information 
relating to the proposed works, please contact the Conserving 
Scottish Machair LIFE+ Project on 01870 603361.
Submission of completed tenders to be returned by 12 noon 
March 1st 2011 to:
Margaret Howarth, Conserving Scottish Machair LIFE+ 
Project, CRP Building, East Camp, Balivanich, Isle of 
Benbecula, HS7 5LA
Enquires about the role to be directed to Martin Scott at 
martin.scott@rspb.org.uk or telephone 07775 502799
Further details about the project can be found at: 
www.machairlife.org.uk

Scottish Natural Heritage is the leading public
body responsible for advising Ministers on
matters relating to the natural heritage.
The natural environment is a key asset that underpins Scotland’s wealth,
health and quality of life. Our job is to conserve this resource, to promote
its sustainable management and to encourage people to access and enjoy
it responsibly.

Area Support  (fixed term for two years)
£14,767 per annum pro rata, 21 hours per week
Bowmore, Islay
(Ref: 071-031)
You will provide administrative support for four area staff and one advisory
services member of staff at the Bowmore Office. Your duties will include word
processing including mail merge with general administrative duties, which will
include reception, electronic and paper filing.
You must have budget administration experience and be computer literate
with a good working knowledge of word, excel, databases and email.
You must also be an effective communicator and have the ability to work
alone and as part of a team. You will also manage the office vehicle pool
fleet so a full driving licence is essential as you will be required to drive
vehicles to the garage.
We’re as supportive, committed and proud of our people as we
are of the natural world around us. Find out more, and apply,
online. Alternatively, call 01463 725182.
Closing date: Sunday 27 February 2011.

snhjobs.co.uk
Islay Tourism Information Community Officer
£14,500 - £16,000 pa Island of Islay

Colonsay Tourism Information Community Officer
£14,500 - £16,000 pa Island of Colonsay
RSPB Scotland is seeking enthusiastic and dynamic individuals for six month seasonal
projects on Islay and Colonsay. These are exciting opportunities to promote the
Islands' amazing wildlife and rich heritage.
Your main  duty will be to enthuse visitors about the islands and their wildlife through
a series of guided walks and talks. You will enable visitors to learn about the rich
historical and cultural history of the islands, how the land has been actively managed
for thousands of years, and how management is carried out today for the benefit of
biodiversity. 
A flexible approach to work is required, as are excellent organisational and
presentation skills and a sound knowledge of birds and other wildlife. If you are 
a good communicator, are passionate about wildlife and have the ability to impart 
this enthusiasm to visitors please look on our website for an application pack.

Closing date for both posts: 14 February 2011.

www.rspb.org.uk/vacancies
The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) 
is a registered charity. England and Wales no. 207076. 
Scotland no. SC037654.

Legal Typist
Oban Based

The successful candidate should be  computer 
literate and numerate.

Part time may be considered. 
Please e-mail your C.V to 

oban@macarthurstewart.co.uk

Want to let your holiday property?

Call today for your 
FREE owners pack

0800 915 4750
www.SykesOwners.co.uk

Achieve as many as 
47 bookings a year

FREE property 
inspection & letting 
consultation

EXPERT photos 
& advertising

Three/four bedroom flat
Campbeltown Town Centre

Gas central heating
Newly carpeted and painted throughout

Long term let preferred
£500 pcm

Phone 01586 552550.

TO LET

Responsible mature single person or couple sought 
for this newly refurbished and newly furnished 

for long let.  Sorry, no pets, no smokers, no DSS.  
References required.  £325 per month.

Phone 01583 441181 or 07867 928989

FLAT FOR RENT
Fully furnished one bedroom flat 

in the centre of Lochgilphead
Available for long let. Own car parking space

No DSS. References required
£420p.c.m + Council Tax

Apply in writing to Box Number 150 Argyllshire 
Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, PA31 8NB

WANTED

Large Open Yard
FOR LEASE
Central Tarbert

Security fencing all round

Tel: 07795 596373

CORPACH
Cottage to Let
Semi Detached Cottage, 
adjacent to Caledonian 
Canal, part furnished, 3 
bedrooms, living room/

kitchen, shower room, dg, 
electric ch, rent £575pcm, 

available immediately.

View Telephone 
07703 134618 or 
01463 782516

HYDRO
A small family company

Would like to buy an old, 
new, or a site with

planning permission

For the purposes 
of generating hydro 

electricity

Please call 
07900 654862

COMMERCIAL ARGYLL PROPERTY SERVICES

_______________________________

Enquiries & information: 
argyllproperty@btinternet.com

Tel: 01631 562637 Mobile: 07711 955845

West Coast property service
www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk

TO LET

WANTED

RESTAURANT 
MANAGER

Scotland’s legendary 
restaurant with rooms 

requires skilful professional 
to take the reins.

Immediate start. Advice 
available on relocation.
Salary commensurate 

with experience brought 
to the business.

Send CV to 
Shirley Spear on:

eatandstay@
threechimneys.co.uk
www.threechimneys.

co.uk
The Three Chimneys, 

Colbost, Dunvegan, Isle 
of Skye IV55 8ZT.

Telephone: 
01470 511258

Closing date: 11 February 2011.
To apply visit our website

Grant Admin Assistant
£19,271 - £20,457 Rothesay Ref: DVE00064T
Temporary`

01546 604742

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

2 BEDROOM FLAT TO LET ON 

Rent £500 pcm (does not include Council Tax or electricity)
Please call Argyll Properties on 01688 302821 or 

email: argyllproperties@gmail.com

Business
Opportunity

Dalavich Social Club 
invites applications 
to operate a catering 
service for bar meals, 
snacks and occasional 
functions on the basis 
of self-employment.

Tel: Jane Dewar 01866 
844364 /07918 613837 
orn 01866 844221

JCB, Excavator 
Drivers, Civils 
based General 
Operatives and 
Groundworkers
wanted for work 
in the Oban area. 

Call 00353-
1-8899151 or 

e-mail Geoffrey.
doyle@mcr.ie.

Full time opportunity 
for self motivated 
individual/couple
Must have car and pc
To distribute/recollect 
Betterware catalogues 

and orders
Flexible hours(25-35 
p.w) working locally.
No outlay full support 

and training.
tel: 0121 693 2672
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Argyll & Bute Council
From Monday the 14th February the Argyll 
& Bute Council Customer Service Point 
and Registration Office in Lorn House, 
Albany Street, Oban will relocate to the 
ground floor of the Municipal Buildings, 
Albany Street, Oban.

The Customer Service Point will be open from 
9am-5pm and has new disabled access and 
self service facilities. The office can also be 
contacted on 01631 567900.
Customers are reminded that there are a wide 
range of online services available through the 
council website  http://www.argyll-bute.gov.
uk/do-it-online or Customer Service Centre:
01546 602127    for Council Switchboard
01546 605511    for Council Tax
01546 605512    for Benefit Enquiries
01546 605514    for Roads, Amenities, Waste
01546 605515    for Making Payments
01546 605513    for Planning Enquiries

Proposed Family Transfer by Executors of a Croft
We, MRS CHRISTINE MACKINNON MACDOUGALL residing 
at Tor-nan-Gillean, Viewfield Road, Portree, Isle of Skye, IV51 9ES 
and RONA MAE CAMPBELL residing at Deobedal, Scarinish, 
Isle of Tiree, PA77 6TN as Executors of the late MR LACHLAN 
MACDONALD MACARTHUR are applying to the Crofters 
Commission for consent to transfer the tenancy of the croft at 
6 & 7D Balinoe, Isle of Tiree to ALEXANDER MacKINNON 
MACARTHUR of 2 Sandaig, Isle of Tiree, PA77 6UQ.

If you are a crofter, shareholder or owner of a croft in the 
township or if the Commission consider that you have a direct 
interest in this application, you may submit comments on the 
proposal in writing or other permanent form to the Crofters 
Commission, Great Glen House, Leachkin Road, Inverness IV3 
8NW (e-mail:  info@crofterscommission.org.uk) by Friday, 4th 
March 2011.

Please note that any comments received by the Crofters 
Commission are part of an open process and will be made 
available to us and any interested parties.  Your comments 
would also be released under a Freedom of Information 
enquiry.  Frivolous, vexatious or unreasonable comments 
cannot be accepted.

Proposed Family Transfer 
by Executors of a Croft

CHRISTINE MACLENNAN, Executor of the late DONALD 
MACLENNAN is applying to the Crofters Commission for 
consent to transfer the tenancy of the croft at 30 AIRDS BAY 
to CHRISTINE MACLENNAN of KINTAIL TAYNUILT.
If you are a crofter, shareholder or owner of a crofter in 
the township or in the Commission consider that you that 
you have a direct interest in this application, you may 
submit comments on the proposal in writing or other 
permanent form to the Crofters Commission, Great Glen 
House, Leachkin Road, Inverness IV3 8NW (e-mail: info@
crofterscommission.org.uk) by 3/3/11.
Please note that any comments received by the Crofters 
Commission are part of an open process and will be 
made available to myself and any interested parties.  Your 
comments would also be released under a Freedom of 
information enquiry.  Frivolous, vexatious or unreasonable 
comments cannot be accepted.

Local Origins Rural Network

AGM
Sat 5th February 2011

Victory Hall
Benderloch

11 am
light lunch afterwards
All are welcome: RSVP
Contact   01631 720223

admin@lorn.org.uk
www.lorn.org.uk

THE HIGHLAND COUNCIL
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) 

ACT 1997 AS AMENDED
THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 1999
Redevelopment of Lochailort Recirculation Fish Farm
Planning application for demolition of the existing fish farm buildings and 
the installation of a new recirculation fish farm at Lochailort.

Ordnance survey grid reference:- easting 176619, northing 781814

Planning Application Ref:  10/04797/FUL

The Highland Council has received a planning application accompanied by 
an Environmental Statement for the redevelopment of the existing fish farm 
site including the demolition of the existing buildings and the construction 
of a new building with a footprint of 30,000 square metres (150m x 200m) 
with a maximum height of 12.1m, together with associated access, parking 
and ancillary works at Lochailort.

The applicant is Marine Harvest (Scotland) Ltd, Farms Office, Blar Mhor 
Industrial Estate, Fort William PH33 7PT

Copies of the Planning Application and Environmental Statement can be 
inspected during normal operating hours at the following locations:-

1. The Area Planning and Building Standards Office, Fulton House, Gordon 
Square, Fort William.

2. On the Council’s website, following the link http://wam.highland.gov.uk/
wam/ and using reference 10/04797/FUL

Copies of the Environmental Statement may be purchased from Marine 
Harvest (Scotland) Ltd, Farms Office, Blar Mhor Industrial Estate, Fort 
William PH33 7PT, Tel 01397 715071 at a cost of £55 for a paper copy and 
free of charge for a copy on CD. Copies of the Non Technical Summary are 
available from the same address. The application is advertised as a potential 
bad neighbour and as a potential Departure from the Development Plan as 
well as an application accompanied by an Environmental Statement.

Any person wishing to make representations to the Highland Council 
should make them in writing to the Area Planning and Building Standards 
Manager, Ross, Skye and Lochaber, Fulton House, Gordon Square, Fort 
William PH33 6XY by the close of business on Wednesday 2 February 
2011. Representation can also be made online following the link http://
wam.highland.gov.uk/wam/ and using reference 10/04797/FUL.

Dafydd Jones

Area Planning & Building Standard Manager

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 

them, may be examined between the hours of  9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday 
(excluding public holidays) at the AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS 

OFFICE,  FULTON HOUSE, GORDON SQUARE, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6XY; online 
at www.highland.gov.uk and, where given, the alternative location(s). 

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time 
period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation about this 

proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any individual or body who 
requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal. 

Reference Number

11/00092/PIP

11/00122/FUL

11/00201/FUL

11/00208/FUL

Development Address

Land 40m S of Rubh 
Nan Gall
Ormsaigbeg
Kilchoan

Land To West of Rhu Mhor
Curtaig
Morar

Toriri
Corpach
Fort William

5 Telford Place
Claggan
Fort William

Proposal Description

Erection of house

Erection of house and 
upgrading of access road 
(renewal of 05/00329/
FULLO)

Erection of conservatory

Installation of Domestic Air 
Source Heat Pump.

Alternative locations
where application 
may be inspected

Acharacle Service Point
(14 days)

Mallaig Service Point
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW ADDRESS
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX

Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

OBAN, LORN & THE ISLES AREA 
COMMITTEE MEETING
A meeting of the Area Committee for Oban, Lorn & the Isles will be held in the McCaig Suite, 
Corran Halls, Oban, on Wednesday 9th February 2011 at 10.30am. 
Members of the public are welcome to attend. 
Any enquiries should be directed to: Kenneth Macdonald, Area Manager – Customer Services 
(Tel. 01631 567902).

COUNCILLOR SURGERIES
Councillor Mary Jean Devon (E.W 4 Oban South and the Isles)
Constituents can contact Councillor Devon on Tel: 01688 301215 
or email – mary-jean.devon@argyll-bute.gov.uk
Councillor Gordon Chalmers (E.W. 4 Oban South and the Isles)
Constituents can contact Councillor Chalmers on Tel 01688 302689 
or email – gordon.chalmers@argyll-bute.gov.uk or gordon.chalmers@btinternet.com 
Councillor Donald McIntosh (E.W. 4 Oban South and the Isles)
Councillor Donald McIntosh’s constituents can contact him on Tel: 07788882200 
or by email – donald.mcintosh@argyll-bute.gov.uk
He will also be holding a surgery in The Area Office, Breadalbane Street, Tobermory, 
Isle of Mull on Wednesday 16th February 2011 between 2pm and 3pm.
Councillor Donald Macdonald (E.W.5 Oban North and Lorn)
Councillor Macdonald’s constituents can contact him on Tel: 01631 566367 
or by email – donald.macdonald@argyll-bute.gov.uk

DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE 
SERVICES
THE ARGYLL AND BUTE COUNCIL
(ROUTE B8071 ARINAGOUR-BALLYHOUGH ROAD AND 
ROUTE B8072 ARNABOST-SOLISDALE ROAD, ISLAND OF 
COLL)(TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) ORDER 2011
On Monday 31st January 2011, Argyll and Bute Council made the above named Order under 
Section 14(1) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, as amended, which will make it 
unlawful for any person to drive or cause or permit to be driven any motor vehicle with the 
exception of vehicles engaged in the works through the lengths of road as described in the 
Schedule hereto. 
These restrictions are required whilst a bridge replacement scheme is in operation at various 
locations in Coll.
Temporary bridges will be provided to accommodate emergency vehicles and a taxi service 
will be in operation for residents of affected properties.
This Order, which will be effective when indicated by signs, will come into operation on the 
dates and times indicated in the Schedule hereto or until the works are completed, whichever 
may be the earlier.
Alternative Route: There is no alternative route.

SCHEDULE - PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC
1.  From 0001 hours on 5th February to 1159 hours on 26th February 2011
 Extent of Restriction

That section of the B8072 Arnabost-Solisdale Road as carried by Cornaig Bridge extending 
from a point 20 metres or thereby east of the centreline of the bridge to a point 20 metres 
or thereby west of the centre line of the bridge a distance of 40 metres or thereby.

2. From 0001 hours on 11th February to 1159 hours on 4th March 2011
 Extent of Restriction

That section of the B8072 Arnabost-Solisdale Road as carried by Cloiche Bridge extending 
from a point 20 metres or thereby east of the centreline of the bridge to a point 20 metres 
or thereby west of the centre line of the bridge a distance of 40 metres or thereby.

3. From 0001 hours on 17th February to 1159 hours on 10th March 2011
 Extent of Restriction

That section of the B8072 Arnabost-Solisdale Road as carried by Torastan Bridge extending 
from a point 20 metres or thereby east of the centreline of the bridge to a point 20 metres 
or thereby west of the centre line of the bridge a distance of 40 metres or thereby.

4. From 0001 hours on 23rd February to 1159 hours on 16th March 2011
 Extent of Restriction

That section of the B8071 Arinagour-Ballyhough Road as carried by Clabbach Bridge 
extending from a point 20 metres or thereby east of the centreline of the bridge to a point 20 
metres or thereby west of the centre line of the bridge a distance of 40 metres or thereby.

Sandy Mactaggart, Executive Director, 1A Manse Brae, LOCHGILPHEAD PA31 8RD

PLANNING
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
(AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS 
AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Take notice that the applications in the following schedule may be inspected during normal 
office hours at Lorn House Albany Street Oban PA34 4AR, at the location detailed below 
and by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online 
Planning Applications.  Anyone wishing to make representations should do so in writing to 
Lorn House Albany Street Oban PA34 4AR within 21 days of the appearance of this notice.  
Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

SCHEDULE - DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION PLANS

•Ref No: 10/02115/LIB
Applicant: West Highland Housing Association
Proposal: Installation of replacement windows and doors
Site Address: 36, 37 And 38 Toberonochy Isle Of Luing Oban Argyll And Bute PA34 4UE
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Cullipool

•Ref No: 10/02119/LIB
Applicant: West Highland Housing Association
Proposal: Installation of replacement windows and door
Site Address: 22 Cullipool Isle Of Luing Oban Argyll And Bute PA34 4UB
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Cullipool

•Ref No: 10/02157/PP
Applicant: Mr David Gunn
Proposal: Erection of detached garage
Site Address: Hynish Farm Steadings Hynish Isle Of Tiree Argyll And Bute PA77 6UD
Location of Plans: Tiree Area Office

•Ref No: 11/00034/PPP
Applicant: Mr And Mrs J Robertson
Proposal: Site for the erection of a dwellinghouse
Site Address: Garden Ground Of Braeview Balvicar Isle Of Seil Oban Argyll And Bute PA34 4RA
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Balvicar

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Take notice that the applications in the following schedule may be inspected during normal 
office hours at 67/ 69 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX, at the location detailed below 
and by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online 
Planning Applications.  Anyone wishing to make representations should do so in writing to 
67/ 69 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX within 21 days of the appearance of this notice.  
Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

SCHEDULE - DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION PLANS

•Ref No: 11/00021/PP
Applicant: Royal National Lifeboat Institution
Proposal: Erection of new crew facilities and souvenir shop.
Site Address: Port Askaig Pier Port Askaig Isle Of Islay Argyll And Bute PA46 7RB
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Port Askaig

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 
2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT
Applications for planning permission listed below together with the plans and other documents 
submitted with them may be examined at Lorn House Albany Street Oban PA34 4AR and the 
location detailed below between the hours of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday to Friday and by 
logging to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online Planning 
Applications. Written comments for the following list of applications may be made to Planning 
and Regulatory Services Lorn House Albany Street Oban PA34 4AR by the 24/02/2011

•Ref No: 10/02003/PP
Applicant: J And A Gardiner Ltd
Proposal: Site for residential development.
Site Address: Former Shop Bonawe Argyll And Bute
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Ledaig

•Ref No: 10/02097/PP
Applicant: Argyll Properties Ltd
Proposal: Erection of a flatted development (5 flats)
Site Address: Site East Of Hawthorn Edge North Connel Oban Argyll And Bute PA37 1QX
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Ledaig

•Ref No: 10/02146/PP
Applicant: Mr And Mrs T Nelson
Proposal: Erection of a dwellinghouse
Site Address: Glengorm House Glengorm Castle Glengorm Road Glengorm Isle Of Mull Argyll 
And Bute PA75 6QE
Location of Plans: Tobermory Area Office

•Ref No: 11/00045/PPP
Applicant: Mr CP Williamson MacDougall
Proposal: Site for erection of 5 dwellinghouses
Site Address: Gallanachbeg Farm Glenshellach Road Oban Argyll And Bute PA34 4QJ
Location of Plans: Oban Area Office

•Ref No: 11/00048/PP
Applicant: Mr Moray Finch
Proposal: Erection of dwellinghouse, garage, installation of septic tank and soakaway. 
rain water harvesting tank and formation of new access.
Site Address: Land North Of Bramble Cottage Calgary Isle Of Mull Argyll And Bute
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Dervaig

•Ref No: 11/00081/PP
Applicant: Mr And Mrs C Currie
Proposal: Erection of a dwellinghouse
Site Address: Garden Ground Of Cardentrive Gallanach Road Oban Argyll And Bute PA34 4PD
Location of Plans: Oban Area Office

•Ref No: 11/00089/PP
Applicant: Mr P and P Williams
Proposal: Amalgamation of Plots 1 & 2 and Re-alignment of Access and Services for Plot 3 
previously approved under planning consent 10/00785/PP
Site Address: Pennygate Lodge Craignure Isle Of Mull Argyll And Bute PA65 6AY
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Craignure
Argyll and Bute Counci

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 
2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT
Applications for planning permission listed below together with the plans and other 
documents submitted with them may be examined at 67/ 69 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig 
PA30 8DX and the location detailed below between the hours of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday 
to Friday and by logging to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on 
Online Planning Applications. Written comments for the following list of applications may 
be made to Planning and Regulatory Services 67/ 69 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX 
by the 24/02/2011

•Ref No: 10/02095/PP
Applicant: Mr Michael Shields
Proposal: Erection of extension
Site Address: Rockside Farm Kilchoman Isle Of Islay Argyll And Bute PA49 7UT
Location of Plans: Bowmore Area Office Isle of Islay

•Ref No: 10/02150/PP
Applicant: Mr Robert Whittam
Proposal: Erection of dwelling house and ancillary steading.  Dwelling house previously 
granted under planning consent 07/00893/DET
Site Address: Site North West Of Rockside Farm Bruichladdich Isle Of Islay Argyll And Bute 
PA49 7UT
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office, Port Charlotte
Argyll and Bute Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed 
between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. at Planning and Regulatory Services, Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, 
Argyll, PA31 8ST.  An extant list of planning applications can be viewed on the Councils 
website www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.
A weekly list of applications can be viewed at Planning and Regulatory Services, Dalriada 
House, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8ST and Argyll and Bute Council Libraries.
Any letter of representation the council receives about a planning application is considered 
a public document.
Please therefore note that representations will be made available for public inspection and, 
under the terms of the Freedom of Information Act, will be copied on request. They will also 
be published on the council’s web site. 
The author of such a representation is solely responsible for its content and accuracy.
Anonymous representations will be “shredded” and those marked confidential will be returned 
to the sender. Neither will be taken into account when the application is being considered. 
Details of representations we receive on planning applications can be viewed on the council’s 
website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/publicaccess

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

The following decrofting 
Direction has been 
granted:
Croft House Site and 
Garden Ground
4 Blaich, Ardgour
Direction dated 25 
January 2011 granted 
to Alexander J Boyd.  
Area ext to 0.2684 ha.
Conditions:  1. 
Complete enclosure 
of the land with a 
stockproof fence 
within 4 months.  
2. Maintenance of 
the fence by each 
successive owner or 
occupier of the land.
Case Number:  
4.85.28837

The following decrofting 
Direction has been 
granted:
Part Croft
1 & 2 Ardconnel, 
Kilmore & Kilbride
Direction dated 25 
January 2011 granted 
to Mrs Caroline H 
Sinclair.  Area ext to 
0.250 ha.
Conditions:  1. The land 
is used for a house site.  
2. Complete enclosure 
of the land with a 
stockproof fence within 
4 months of completion 
of the proposed 
development.  3. 
Maintenance of 
the fence by each 
successive owner or 
occupier of the land.
Case Number: 
4.86.28426
The granting of this 
Direction may be 
appealed to the Scottish 
Land Court within 42 
days from the date of 
this advert.  Information 
on how to appeal is 
available from the 
Scottish Land Court.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted 
with them, may be examined between the hours of  9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to 

Friday (excluding public holidays) at the HIGHLAND COUNCIL, PLANNING AND 
DEVELOPMENT SERVICE,  GLENURQUHART ROAD, INVERNESS, IV3 5NX ; 

online at www.highland.gov.uk and, where given, the alternative location(s). 

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below 
within the time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a 
representation about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be 

disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect 
of this proposal.

Reference Number

11/00278/FUL

Development Address

Mussel Farm Camas A 
Chuilinn Loch Linnhe
Conaglen
Ardgour

Proposal Description

Marine Shellfish Farm 
- Mussels - Addition of 2 x 
200m longlines to existing 
mussel farm with no 
increase in site area.

Alternative locations
where application 
may be inspected

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)
Ardgour Post Office (14 
days)

PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW ADDRESS
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX

Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Tagh Foghlam Tron Ghàidhlig!
Clàraibh ur clann ann am Foghlam tron Ghàidhlig sa 

bhad! Fhaighibh a-mach mu na buannachdan a tha an 

lùib dà chànanas.

Tha ùine gu leòr agaibh fhathast na cothroman 
sin a ghabhail. Ged a bhiodh clann air an clàradh 
mar tha, faodar fhathast an gluasad gu foghlam 
Gàidhlig.
Tha sgileann iomadh uallach nas làidire aig cloinn a 

bhitheas ag ionnsachadh cànanan bho aois òg. Tha iad 

nas adhartaiche a thaobh leughadh agus nas deiseil 

gu bhith a’ togail chànan eile.

Dà chànan – Dà chothrom
• Tha rannsachadh bho Oilthigh Dhùn Èideann a’ 

dearbhadh gu bheil clann le foghlam tron Gàidhlig, 

cho math ri, no nas adhartaiche na clann san t-

siostam àbhaisteach.

• Tha clann le foghlam Gàidhlig fileanta ann an dà 

chànan agus tha sin na bhuannachdan thaobh 

ionnsachadh chànan eile.

• Tha cothrom aig clann le dà chànan air iomadh litreachas 

eile agus dòighean smuain is giùlain a bharrachd.

• Tha fileantachd ann an Gàidhlig a’ fuasgladh saoghal 

nan Gàidheal do dhaoine taobh a-staigh cultar na 

h-Alba.

• Tha comasan dà chànanais a’ tairgse mòran 

chothroman a thaobh cosnadh agus dreuchdan.

Airson tuilleadh fiosrachaidh mu bhuannachdan dà-

chànanais agus Foghlam tro mheadhan na Gàidhlig 

anns an sgìre agaibh, cuiribh fios gu Sgioba an 

Fhoghlaim, aig Bòrd na Gàidhlig air;

01463 225454 no air post-d gu oifis@gaidhlig.org.uk

Choose Gaelic 
Medium Education!
Enrol your child in Gaelic Medium Education 

now. Find out the advantages and benefits of 

bilingualism.

It’s not too late to make the most of the 
opportunities. If you have already enrolled 
your child, you can still make the move to Gaelic 
medium education.
Children exposed to different languages at an early 

age tend to be more focussed than monolinguals 

at ‘multitasking’. They are better readers, and 

generally find it easier to learn other languages.

Two languages: Twice the Choice
• Recent Edinburgh University research shows 

that children educated through Gaelic are on 

par with or outperform children educated in one 

language.

• Children in Gaelic medium education (GME) can 

be fluent in two languages with advantages 

learning other ones.

• Bilinguals can access different literatures and 

more ways of thinking and acting.

• Gaelic bilinguals have a better understanding of 

their place in wider Scottish culture identity.

• Being bilingual offers many career opportunities.

For more information about the benefits of 

bilingualism and Gaelic Medium Education in your 

area, contact the Education team at

Bord na Gàidhlig on; 01463 225454 or email: oifis@

gaidhlig.org.uk
www.gaidhlig.org.uk
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Buyers should note 
where standardised 

silhouettes are 
used they do not 

accurately represent 
the vehicle 
being sold

SELLING YOUR 
OLD VEHICLE?

The Oban Times
& WEST HIGHLAND TIMES

Be seen by over 
40,000 readers

Tel: 01631 568000

RENAULT 
W.D Semple

Inveraray &
Lochgilphead

Tel. 01499 302150

SUBARU 
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TOYOTA 
Helensburgh
5 John Street,
Helensburgh
Tel. 01436 672779
www. helensburgh.toyota.co.uk

TO PROMOTE
YOUR NEW CAR DEALERSHIP

PLEASE CALL: 
01631 568000

S&S Services Subaru

www.sandsservices.co.ukTel: 01292 880080/880440

FORD FIESTA 
ZETEC CLIMATE

£5200 o.n.o.

07 plate, 1.4 engine, red,  low mileage 
approximately 20,500 miles. Parking sensor fitted. 

Ideal first car. Low tax.

Tel: 01631 565666

TOYOTA 
AURIS T3

£8100 o.n.o.

5 door 1400  Jan 09, 16,000 miles. Silver. 
Toyota comprehensive warranty until Sept 11. 2 free services. 

Brake down cover until Sept 11
Tel: 01631 562750 evenings and weekends 

/07733485482

£1850 o.n.o.

Very good runner, 
5 years old,

needs new exhaust.

Telephone: 
07786 963279

RED HONDA QUAD 
500 CC

£950 o.n.o.

S reg, 1.9Tdi, towbar and electrics, 9 
months MOT, 3 months tax, metallic 

blue, electric windows, radio/cassette, 
good condition for year, reliable, 

good on fuel.

Telephone: 
07795 341113

VW
PASSAT

£1600 o.n.o.

C 2002, Mot Sep 2011, New brakes all 
round, new exhaust. 

Full body kit,17” alloy wheels, Full alpine 
sound system, Ardon Blue, Good condition 

just needs some TLC.117,000 miles.

Telephone: 
07825 991025

VAUXHALL CORSA 
1.2 SXI

£2200 o.n.o.

Lusso, 53 plate, 3 door, 
69,000 miles, 1 year MOT, 
Taxed May, Full leather with 
heated seats, Air Con, CD 

and electric pack.

Telephone: 
07717 255465

ALFA ROMEO 
147

£800

85cc, B/W, 2004, 
immaculate condition, 

many new parts, includes 
brand new Jagermeister 

Graphics.
Telephone: 

01586 553941

MOTOCROSS
KTM WANTED

Motor Homes or 
Caravanettes,

any age or 
condition.

We also buy 
damaged or 
damp ones. 

Instant Cash.

Telephone: 
01250 884 306 or 

07885 203032

WANTED

All types of 4 
x 4 vehicles, 
Landrovers,

Toyotas, Daihatsus, 
any 4 x 4, also 

considered non-
runners or MOT 

failures.

Telephone: 
01250 884306 

or mobile 
07885 203020

2

£1995

1st Reg July 2001 
£30 a year road tax
50,000 miles only
Recently Serviced, 

Long M.O.T.  
Very good condition.

Telephone: 
01631 565882 / 
07745286011

RENAULT 
CLIO 1-5 DCi

2
Contact James 

07866 590583 or 
07966 293996.

Landrover 90 or 110, 
new or old models, 
also Toyota Hilux 
and Land Cruiser, 

Range Rover and all 
Japanese models, 

high miles, damaged, 
anything considered, 

motorhomes and 
caravanettes also 

required.

WANTED

2

£2450

Diesel, 54 plate, Black, 
99,750 miles, FSH,Taxed 

and MOT, new tyres.

Telephone: 
01852 200500 

(Kilmelford)

PEUGEOT
307 TDI ESTATE

2

2002 MITSUBISHI 
L200 2.5 TD

£2750

Very reliable 4x4 pick-up long mot & tax well serviced ideal 
workhorse for all weathers, also has hardtop PAS, CD any 

inspection welcome.

Tel: 01586 552283 or 07789 034353 2

£6250 o.n.o.

Petrol 1.4 8v, 08 plate, 
23,000 miles, immaculate 
condition, one owner from 

new (non smoker).
Telephone: 

01586 554523
or 07780 927227

PEUGEOT
207 M:PLAY

2

£1795 + VAT

54, tax and MOT.

Telephone: 
07917 840088

VAUXHALL 
COMBO 1300

2

S. D. MacDOUGALL
A U T O S E R V I C E S

All cars fully serviced and MOT’d by ourselves

MOT’s Car Repairs, Services and Car Sales

2004 Vauxhall Corsa SXI 1.2Ltr, Green, 3 Door, 77,295 miles ......................£3,175
2005 Vauxhall Meriva Breeze 1.4Ltr, Silver, 5 Door, 85,909 miles ................£2,875
2004 Vauxhall Corsa Design 1.0Ltr, Silver, 3 Door, 77,000 miles..................£2,750
2002 Vauxhall Astra LS 1.4 Ltr, Silver, 5 Door, 62,031 miles ..........................£2,275
2001 Vauxhall Corsa Comfort 1.2 Ltr, Green, 5 Door, 62,521 miles .............£1,995
1996 Mercedes C220 2.2 Ltr, Diesel, Silver, 5Dr, Taxted & Mot’d Customer Vehicle .......£1,295
2000 Vauxhall Corsa Club 1.2 Ltr, Green, 3Dr, 51,859 miles, MOT till 2012, 
Customer Vehicle ......................................................................................................£950

NEW STOCK ARRIVING WEEKLY

Unit 6 Lochavullin Estate, Oban PA34 4HB
Tel 01631 566502  Fax 01631 566470

VAT Registration Number 717 2772 26

£3,500 inc.vat.

Honda TRX500FM, fully 
serviced,brakes,bearings and new tyres all 

fitted.3 month warranty parts and labour.car-
riers towball all fitted.very good condition.

Stoddarts of Oban 
01631 564176

Mobile:07799692072
 www.stoddarts.co.uk

HONDA
TRX500FM ATV

£750 inc. vat

Honda Power Carrier HP400,2 Speed 
Forward and Reverse.Extendable carrying 

and tipping bed. 
Go anywhere machine.

Stoddarts of Oban 
01631 564176

Mobile:07799692072
 www.stoddarts.co.uk

HONDA POWER 
CARRIER

SUBARU FORESTER 
AWD

£1350 o.n.o.

X Reg 95,500 Miles, Tow bar, 1 yrs Mot, Taxed till end of May 
Recent Clutch and Timing Belt choice of two Trailers included in 

sale 6’5”x 4’ or 4’9”x 4’, Very Reliable Car

Tel: 01631 570496 or 07708 645298

£10,500

Automatic
Full leather interior

Climate Control
6 months tax and MOT.

46,000 miles.

Telephone: 
07725 225468

MITSUBISHI SHOGUN 
FIELD di D 05 PLATE

Ben Nevis Motors

Ben Nevis Motors North Road 
Fort William Tel: 01397 700110

10 Ford Fiesta 1.6 Zetec 
S Sea Grey Alloys A/C CD Player Ex Demo ........................................................ £9,995
08 Ford Mondeo 2.0 TDCi  
Silver Titanium Cruise Control Climate Control .................................................. £9,995
09 Ford Focus 1.6 Titanium 
Blue 1 Owner CD player Heated Screen ............................................................. £8,895
09 Ford Ka Style White 
Ex Demo Alloys Privacy Glass Spoiler £30 road Tax ......................................... £6,995
06 Ford Mondeo 2.0 Titanium X 
Black Leather Interior Heated Screen  Climate Control Alloys ......................... £5,495
06 Ford Focus 1.8 TDCi Sport 
Silver Alloy Wheels A/C Great Miles Per Gallon ................................................ £4,995

05 Subaru Impreza 2.0 WRX
Grey Stunning Car only 27,000 Miles Full Service History ............................... £7,995
06 VW Golf 1.9 TDi SE 5 Dr 
Blue Alloys Remote Central Locking A/C Only 44,000 Miles ............................ £8,495

www.bennevismotors.co.uk

Check out our 
website for full 

list of used cars 
available to buy.



www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear 

online at . Simply use the coupons on this page or visit the website and input your details there

•DOUBLE GLAZING

Windows
and doors
Roof Line

Garage Doors
Conservatories
GRP Flat Roofs

For a free quote 
contact

Ronald Gordon 
01631 720074 

or 07776 402550

• CLEANING

1ST
CHOICE

CLEANING
SPECIALISTS

Carpets and
 upholstery
 cleaning

at its best!
All work guaranteed

Telephone:
07815 036684

or
01631 720322
01631 720297

Evenings

HAMISH
HOEY & 

SON
Joiners & 
Funeral 

Directors
37-39 Stevenson

Street, Oban
Telephone:
01631
562269

24-HOUR SERVICE

•JOINERS AND FUNERAL DIRECTORS

D & A 
MUNN
Joiners, Builders 

& Funeral Directors

Family run business
Breadalbane
Street, Oban

Telephone
01631 562562
01631 562203

24 hour call out

•WINDOW BLINDS

•CARAVANS

•REMOVALS & STORAGE

MACQUEEN
BROS LTD

Removals/Storage 
& Self Storage
Full range of packing 

materials
Glengallan Road

Oban, Argyll
PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

PERSONALS

Published by Wyvex Media Limited,

The Oban Times
PREPAID

ADVERTISING
RATES

Lineage Rates
Minimum charge £13.85+VAT

(up to 25 words)
thereafter £2.70 per line

Box Number Fee £5.50 (+VAT)
Births, Engagements, Marriages, 

Deaths and Acknowledgments
Minimum charge £12.80 (+VAT)
thereafter £2.50 per line (+VAT)

In Memoriam:
Minimum charge £9.45(+VAT)

thereafter £2.00 per line (+VAT)

See Trade Classified Page for 
Rates

£9.63 per single column 
centimetre

Recruitment:
£16.55 per single column 

centimetre
Public Notices:

£10.90 per single column 
centimetre
Properties

£10.50 per single column 
centimetre

Private Accommodation
to Let/Wanted

£10.50 per single column 
centemeter

(all rates exclusive of VAT)
Personals:

£7.42 per single column 
centimetre

Please make cheques and 
postal orders payable to
The Oban Times, P.O. 

PA34 4HB
www.obantimes.co.uk

A TOUCH OF SCOTLAND 

EVERY WEEK!
The Oban Times
SUBSCRIPTION RATES

U.K ........................... £58.00
 ........ £100.00

 P.O. Box 1
 Oban, Argyll, 

PA34 4HB

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the 
placing of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on 
the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes 
newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or 
provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public within these 
publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply 
with the British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance 
of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, 
fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher 
before the publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right 
to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  
In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment 
from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll 
Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by 
any total or partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution 
of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an 
advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may be, 
or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not 
materially detract from the advertisement.

of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher 
for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any 
price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection 
with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement 
of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with 
which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in 
respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication 
as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising from 
the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of 
advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to 
the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order 
by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the 
Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from 
the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of 
non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 
2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is 
paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as 
an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher reserves 
the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional invoice 
for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.
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Follow us on 

facebook

www.facebook.com/
obantimes

DIRECT
INSTALLATIONS
Professional Kitchen 

and Bathroom 
Installation Service

From Plumbing, 

Electrics to Tiling

Supply and fit 

flat pack kitchens

Tel: 07515 105472
01631 569868

• KITCHENS &
    BATHROOMS

 ANTIQUES AND
COLLECTABLES

 AUDIO EQUIPMENT

BABY EQUIPMENT

baby bath, hardly used 

BICYCLES

BOOKS

adventures and times. M 

BUILDING / DIY

 CAR ACCESSORIES

 CATERING
EQUIPMENT

 CLOTHES, SHOES
AND ACCESSORIES

 COMPUTERS AND
GAMES

DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

due to extensive 

Hardly used,  £49.99 

DOMESTIC PETS

 EQUESTRIAN

 FURNITURE

Hours.

bedroom.  Painted blue and 

Hours.

Hours.

 GARDEN

 HEALTH AND FITNESS

 HEATING, FIRES AND
FIREPLACES

 HOBBIES AND
CRAFTS

 HOME
ENTERTAINMENT

 HOME FURNISHINGS

 HOME OFFICE

Hours.

KITCHEN AND
BATHROOM

 LIVESTOCK

Breeds and Hybrids, Point 

 LOGS

MAIL ORDER

MISCELLANEOUS

Hours.

MOBILITY

MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS

 OUTDOOR SPORTS
EQUIPMENT

 PET ACCESSORIES

 PHOTOGRAPHY

 PRINTING AND
STATIONERY

 TOYS AND GAMES

 TRAILERS

 WANTED

“Look unto me, 
and be ye saved, 

all the ends of the earth:
 for I am God, and 

there is none else.”
You must know God 

through the Lord Jesus as 
Saviour from your sins. 

He alone is the way to God.
www.WordsbytheWayside.co.uk

Willie & Jan 
04.02.61 – 04.02.11

HAPPY 40TH
BIRTHDAY LES

Lots of Love
All the family

xx

•PLUMBING & HEATING



MEMORIALS

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 6 February 2011

Epiphany 5
St John’s Cathedral,

Oban
Holy Communion ......08.00
Sung Eucharist ...........10.15
Sunday School and Creche

Loop System
Large Print Hymn Books

All Welcome
Norman MacCallum,

Provost.
(01631) 562323

St Columba, Gruline,
Mull

Holy Eucharist ...........11.00
St Columba, 

Bishop’s House, Iona
Holy Eucharist ...........10.00

LORN
CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP

Sunday
Oban High School 

Main Hall 
10:30am

All Welcome
Telephone

07836 342 622
www.lorncf.org.uk

ASSOCIATED 
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church 
Sunday 6 February 2011
11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.

Phone-In ‘Worship Link’ 
available

Rev. Archie McPhail
MA, MTh

(01631) 567076
All welcome

ECCLESIASTICAL
NOTICES

FOR THE BLIND 
CHILDREN OF

SCOTLAND’S ACADEMIC 
TUITION AT THE ROYAL 
SCHOOL IN EDINBURGH
 Please give your financial 
support by donation, deed of 
covenant or legacy
 Please send to Appeals
Department, Highland 
Arts Effort, Royal Blind  
Asylum School, P.O. Box 
500, Gillespie Crescent, 
Edinburgh, EH10 4HZ

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
David Mudie (Treasurer)

Oban Hospice Ltd
The Croft
Kilmore

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

CHARITY DONATIONS
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BIRTHS

GRAHAM – Jamie and 
Jennifer Graham are 
delighted to announce the 
safe arrival of their son Alfie 
James, at R.A.H. Paisley on 
January 23, 2011, a wee 
brother for Rubi.

ENGAGEMENTS
ANDERSON – COLLINS
- Maggie and Jeff and May 
and Michael are delighted 
to announce the engagement 
of Niamh and Brian on 30th 
January, 2011.

DEATHS
MACINTYRE – Peacefully 
on Monday, January 31, 
2011, at the Royal Northern 
Infirmary, Inverness, James 
Alexander Macintyre 
M.B.E., Culcabock, 
Inverness, aged 97 years, 
dearly loved husband to 
Netta, much loved father of 
Carole, Douglas, Anne and 
Tom, loving grandfather, 
father-in-law, brother and a 
dear friend to many. Crown 
Church Elder, founder 
member of the Kilmallie 
Shinty Club and Life 
Member of Inverness Golf 
Club. Former Deputy Chief 
Constable of Inverness-shire 
and former Reporter to the 
Children’s Panel, Highland 
Council. Funeral service 
on Monday, February 7 
at 1.00pm in the Crown 
Church, thereafter to Old 
Petty Cemetery where 
parking is very limited. No 
flowers please. Donations if 
desired to C.L.I.C. Sargent 
for children with Cancer 
at the service or please 
forward to William T. Fraser 
and Son, Funeral Directors, 
Culduthel Road, Inverness.

KIRKPATRICK – Peacefully 
at home on January 20, 
2011, John, loving father and 
grandfather. Sadly missed.
MACKAY – Peacefully, 
surrounded by her family 
at the Lorn Isles Hospital, 
Oban, on Saturday January 
29, 2011, Agnes MacKay, 
6 Quarry Road, in her 93rd 
year. Beloved wife of the late 
Bertie. Dearly loved mother, 
mother-in-law, granny and 
great granny.  Will be sorely 
missed.
STEWART – Jessie 
MacGregor nee MacCormick.  
Peacefully on January 29, 
2011 at home, The Mill, Isle 
of Lismore in her 86th year.  
Wife of the late Joe Stewart, 
beloved mother of Anna, 
Janette and the late Alison, 
loving grandmother to Carol, 
Duncan, Flora, Sam, Sandy, 
Shayne and great grandmother 
to Shannon.  Funeral 1pm on 
Friday.
VENNARD - Peacefully 
after a short illness at the 
Lorn and Islands hospital 
Oban, on Thursday  January 
27, 2011, in his 63rd year, 
Freddy Vennard, beloved 
husband of Stella, dear father 
of Hugh and Julie, loving 
grand father and great grand 
father, sadly missed. Funeral 
to take place at church of 
Scotland Glencruitten Road 
Oban on Friday  February 
4 at 1.00pm thereafter to 
Pennyfuir Cemetery.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
KIRKPATRICK – The family 
of the late John Kirkpatrick 
would like to thank family 
and friends for their kind 
expressions of sympathy, 

this sad time. A special thanks 
to all carers and Macmillan 
nurses, Hilary Brown and all 
the staff at Lorn and Islands 
Hospital, to D.A. Munn for 
their professional services, 
to Rev. Dugald Cameron and 
to all who attended service 
and graveside. Thanking the 
staff at the Rowantree for the 
catering services.
LIVINGSTON - The 
family of the late Helen 
Livingston would like to 
thank all family, friends and 
neighbours for their support 
and kind messages at this 
time. The gathering of so 
many at Inverlussa Church 
and Achnamara Village Hall, 
where Helen had been at 
the heart of the community 
for so long, was a great 
comfort to us. Thanks to her 
neighbours in Stag Park who 
looked out for her and to the 
care staff at McCracken 
Court, North Argyll House 
and Lynn of Lorne Nursing 
Home. Thanks also to the 
Rev Cliff Acklam, Donald 
MacDonald Funeral 
Directors, for their care and 
attention, Val Cameron for 
her music and to Anne Moore 
and others who helped with 
the catering. The retiral 
collection was donated to 
Alzheimer Scotland.
MACDONALD - Olwyn.
Michael, Sandra and 
family would like to thank 
Dr Tangy, Father Roddy, 
Macmillan Nurses, John 
Hutcheson, Mike McFall, all 
her friends and colleagues, 

Fay and staff at Community 
Centre for all their help and 
comfort to our mother during 
her illness. The grand total 
of £1,361.76 was collected 
at church door for Lochaber 
Cancer and Palliative Care. 
Thanks again.
MACLEAN - The family 
of the late Joan Maclean 
would like to thank all 
those involved in Joan’s 
care over the last few years 
from Montrose Centre to 
Clava Ward, New Craigs 
Hospital, Inverness and 
latterly Moss Park Nursing 
Home. To the doctors at 
Glen Mor Medical Practice 
for their advice and support 
and to the staff at Mike 
McFall, Funeral Directors 
for professional service. 
Special thanks to Fr Roddy 
Johnston for conducting a 
lovely service and for his 
kind words of support and 
to all the musicians who 
took part in the funeral 
service. To the staff at the 
Community Centre, Caol for 
providing refreshments after 
the service. Special thanks 
to all family, friends and 
neighbours for their words 

and phone call, all of which 
were most appreciated. The 
sum of £645 was raised 
through donations for the 
Moss Park Nursing Home 
Resident’s Fund.
MCPHEE - Following her 
sudden death all of Isa’s 
family wish to thank everyone 
for the many expressions of 
sympathy, kindness, care and 
support shown to them. A 
special thanks to Chris, Joel 
and Claire of Oban Police, 

D & A Munn, especially Iain, 
Rev Cameron and the church 
organist, Allan and Marleen 
McInnes, Angela for the 

and staff at the Argyllshire 
and of course her Dunollie 
neighbours and many 
friends, especially Ann and 
family and to you all who 
came from near and far to 
pay your respects. God Bless 
you all. A total of £316 was 
collected for North Argyll 
House. Thank you.

MEMORIAM
BURNSIDE -  (neé 
Carmichael). In memory of 
my dear wife Katie, who 
passed away on February 6, 
2005.
My hand I placed with yours 
in pride
As you and I stood side by 
side
Then all around the sun did 
shine
I was yours and you were 
mine
Now through death, we are 
apart
Taken with you is my heart
That’s the way it will remain
Till God decides we meet 
again
Loving husband George.
A silent prayer keeps us in 
touch
With the one we loved and 
miss so much
From Joe, Jenette and Daniel 
Robb, The Burnside family 
and friends.
GAHAN -  (nee MacLeod) 
– Cherished memories of 
Marion, a beloved wife, 
mum, mother in law and 
granny, who died February 
6, 2003.
Another year has slipped 
away 
Without you with us every 
day;
Always in our hearts and 
thoughts
We love you still and miss 
you lots.
Bill, Vivienne, Neil, Sam 
and Daniel, Michael, Sabine, 
Finn and Lilly XXX
JOHNSTONE – Tommy, 
died February 3, 2010.
In loving memory.
- From May and MacKinnon 
family (Tiree and London).
All things bright and 
beautiful. 
MACARTHUR – In loving 
memory of my dear wife 
Ella Lennox, mother and 
grandmother.
It is now 10 years on 4-2-01. 
Your memory is precious to 
me, always in our thoughts.
James and family Oban, 
Dunoon and Gorey Ireland.
MACALLISTER – In 
loving memory of our dear 
parents, Janet, died February 
1, 2010, also Malcolm, died 
February 8, 1990.
Loved always
Scott and Janet and all the 
family.
MACDONALD - Treasured 
memories of a much loved 
mother, Catherine, granny  
and great gran, who passed 
away on February 6, 1998 
and loved ones gone before.
The years are slowly passing 
by
But love and memories never 
die.
- Jean and family, 47 
Drumfada Terrace, Corpach.
MACDONALD - In loving 
memory of my dear husband, 
Lachlan MacDonald, who 
died February 7, 2003.
My thoughts are always with 
you

I know you walk beside me
And when my life is through
I pray that God will take my 
hand
And lead me straight to you
Loved and remembered 
always
- By your loving wife, Ellen 
xxx.

MACDONALD - In loving 
memory of our dear dad, 
Lachlan MacDonald, who 
died February 7, 2003.
Another year has passed
Since that sad day
The dad we loved was called 
away
His life was full of kindly 
deeds
A helping hand to those in 
need
A pleasant smile
A heart of gold
No better person, this world 
could hold
Loved and remembered 
always.
- Donald, Ellen, John and 
Eleanor.
MACKAY - In loving 
memory of Sheila, a dear 
mum and gran, who died 
February 5, 2010 and also 
our much loved dad who 
died February 23, 2003.
Softly the leaves of 
memories fall 
Gently we gather and 
treasure them all
Unseen, unheard, you’re 
always near
So missed, so loved, so very 
dear
Always in our hearts
- Sheila, Moyra, the late 
Donald, Sandra, Jack and 
families
MACLACHLAN – In 
loving memory of uncle Ian, 
who died February 2, 2005.
- Sadly missed by nephew 
Gordon, cousins Sheena and 
family and Joseph, Karin 
and Sandy.
MACLEAN - Ian Matheson 
(Cleansy),
Loved and missed everyday
More than words could ever 
say
Happy and precious 
memories
Always and forever
In our hearts we’ll always be 
together.
- Libby, Pat and family.
MACLEAN – Precious 
memories of Ian (Cleansy) a 
much loved son and brother 
who died February 5, 2004.
Those we love don’t go 
away
They walk beside us 
everyday
Unseen, unheard but always 
near
Still loved, still missed and 
very dear
Sorely missed
Mum, Dad, Ann, Sandra and 
families
MACLEOD - Treasured 
memories of Janet,
who passed away February 
8, 2003.
Death leaves a heartache no 
one can heal
Love leaves a memory no 
one can steal
Always in our thoughts.
- Bobby, Fiona, Andy and 
Jack. Xxxx
MACPHAIL/CAMPBELL 
- In loving memory of a 
dear wife, loving mother, 
grandmother and great 
grandmother, Mary Ann 
Campbell, who died 
February 3, 2008.
- Loved by all the families 
at Stornoway and Fort 
William.
NEWTON - In loving 
memory of my dear husband, 
died January 31, 1976.
Loved and remembered 
always.
- Amy.
SEGGIE – In loving 
memory of Robert, a loving 
father, father-in-law and 
grandfather, who died on 
February 4, 1991.
Loved and remembered 
always
From all the family.
WELSH  - Ronnie (Skipper) 
In loving memory of a dear 
dad, da and great da, who 
passed away on February 4, 
2007.
Loved and remembered 
always.
The Welsh family.
WHITE - Precious memories 
of Russell a loving husband, 
dad and proud papa, who 
passed away on February 5, 
2008.
Russell, deep in our hearts 
you will always stay
Loved and missed everyday
Your loving wife always.
- Hazel x.
Night, night special papa
Love you.
- Sophie and Erin xx and 
Pellow.
WHITE - In loving memory 
of our dear son-in-law, 
Russell, died February 5, 
2008.
Nothing could be more 
precious
Than the memories we have 
of you
To us you were so special
God must have thought so 
too.
- Your loving Mum and Dad, 
Fort William.
WILSON - Ian (Wilsie). 
Taken suddenly on  February 
5, 2010. Sadly missed, 
always in our thoughts.
 -  Margaret, Jamie, family 
and stepfamily. 
WOLIFDEN – Mima 
(MacDonald), died February 
1, 1997.
Years roll by, memories stay
- Calum, Dalintart Drive.

ASHER
The Asher family are 

delighted to welcome Mia 
Susan Elizabeth, born on 

January 11, 2011.

EVANS – LAUDER
Lynn and Danny are 

delighted to announce the 
birth of their beautiful twin 

girls, Lillias Elizabeth (Lily) 
and Danielle Yvonne born on 
Saturday, January 22, 2011 at 
the Royal Alexander Hospi-
tal, Paisley. Two wonderful 
little sisters for Kaitlyn and 

precious granddaughters 
for John (Ian) and Lily 

McDonald, Oban and Denny 
and Mamie Lauder, Dunbeg. 
Lynn and Danny would like 
to thank all staff at Oban and 
Paisley and special thanks for 
the ongoing care and support 
of the staff at the special care 

baby unit, Paisley.

Top table guests at Oban Burns Club’s annual supper. Back row from left: Douglas MacDonald (committee), Peter Sinclair 
(singer), John MacGregor (vote of thanks) , Torquil Telfer (piper), Bill Griffi  ths (committee), Ken Oxland (treasurer). 
Front row from left: George Seaton (Reply to the Land we live in), Rev Roddy Campbell  (Immortal Memory), Roy Wood 
(Chairman), Malcolm MacDonald (The Lassies), Jim MacMillan (Tam o’ Shanter).
Missing from the picture are: Gordon Jackson QC who gave “The Land we live in” and Maurice Duncan who played the 
fi ddle. 15_t05obanburns01

Burns night celebrated in traditional style
OBAN Burns Club staged its 
annual supper to celebrate the 
Bard at The Regent Hotel, on 
Friday night.

The evening followed the 
usual tradition, starting with the 
address to the Haggis, followed 
by an excellent dinner.  

After a short break, the evening 

continued with memorable 
speeches  interspersed with 
music and song from Peter 
Sinclair and Maurice Duncan.

The audience was treated to 
two memorable toasts, ‘The 
immortal memory’ by Rev 
Roddy Campbell, and ‘The 
Land we live in’ by Gordon 

Jackson QC. 
Both delighted the members 

with their insight and humour. 
Local solicitor George Seaton 

replied to Gordon Jackson’s 
toast and Malcolm MacDonald 
proposed the toast to The 
Lassies.

Jim MacMillan gave his 

inimitable rendition of ‘Tam o’ 
Shanter’ much to the delight of 
the audience.

After more music and song, 
the vote of thanks was given 
by John MacGregor, and the 
evening ended with chairman 
Roy Wood inviting all to return 
in a year’s time. 

CHILDREN from P7 at 
Oban’s primary school 
campus enjoyed a great 
Burn’s Supper at Soroba 
House Hotel.
The youngsters were 
not only glad to sing 
for their supper, but to 
organise and set up the 
room as well. This was no 
hardship for the pupils 
who were keen to read 
an address to the haggis 
and take part in all the 
celebrations for the bard. 
16_t05burnssoroba1

Youngsters quite 
happy to sing for 
their supper!

Nominations 
sought for national 
care awards
A NATIONAL award is 
looking to praise unsung 
heroes in social services in 
Argyll.

 Nominations are now 
open for the Care Accolades 
Outstanding Contribution 
to Care Award from the 
Scottish Social Services 
Council

The award is not just for 
social workers.

Glenday said: ‘Do you 
know an outstanding 
nursery worker, a 
exceptional care home 
worker or an astounding 
housing support worker who 
really makes a difference to 
the support someone who 
uses social services or a 
family member receives?

’Nominating people for 
the award will show just 
how grateful you are for the 
work they put in.’

The winner will be 
announced at the Care 
Accolades 2011 awards 
ceremony at Paisley Town 
Hall on June 3, when a host 
of other awards will also 
be presented. Nominations 
close on February 18. 
Favourite workers can 
be entered on the SSSC 
website: www.sssc.uk.com.

A KINTYRE minister has 
been appointed to one of 
Britain’s most prominent 
chaplaincy posts. Rev 
Martin Grashoff , minister 
at Kilcalmonell, Killean 
and Kilchenzie, takes 
over as chaplain to the 
UK oil and gas industries 
on March 1. The Dutch 
Church of Scotland 
minister said he was 
fulfi lling an ambition but 
leaving Kintyre would be 
painful.

On the move

Group will offer 
support to new 
mums in Argyll

Pictured at the launch of the new support group are, front 
row fi rst, from left: Claire Wilding with 18 month old Bethan, 
Chrissie-Leigh Bell with two year old Harrison and Jenny Low 
with Kerryn, who is two and a half. Back row: Peer support 
worker Sally Butt, midwife Liz Crawford, peer supporters 
Eileen Finlayson and Ruth Paulie and Maria Laverty. 15_t05mums1

A TEAM of mums from across 
Argyll have got together to 
provide support to local mothers 
who may be experiencing 

The nine mums, who live in 
Oban, Taynuilt and Mull, have 
completed a NCT breastfeeding 
peer supporter course and will be 
working as  volunteers for NHS 
Highland.

Mums will be able to get 
advice over the phone, by text 
or meeting a volunteer at the 
breastfeeding group.

Leafl et
Mums-to-be are invited to get 

to know the volunteers at their 
16-week antenatal visit at the 

will be provided to every mum 
to let her know how to access the 
service.

A spokesperson for NHS 
Highland said: ‘Lots of mums 
have found that getting useful tips 
before they have their baby helps 
them to breastfeed for longer and 

REPORT
by EDEL KENEALY

ekenealy@obantimes.co.uk

with fewer complications. 
Chatting

‘Sometimes it is hard to know 
what you don’t know, but by 
chatting informally over a cup of 
tea or over the phone, it is really 

breastfeeding.’
The breast-feeding group meets 

every Friday at Oban Toy library 
in Glencruittan Hall from 10am 
until midday and on Mondays 
10.30am to 12.30pm at Bumps 
and Babies at Dunmar Court.

RUMOURS that tenders to build 
Coll’s new community centre 
came in around £900,000 over 
budget have been dismissed as 
‘garbage.’

However, the chairman of the 
An Cridhe project, John Fraser, 
has conceded that substantial 
savings have to be found in the 
spec of the build before it can go 
ahead.

Negotiations with the preferred 

on Friday and the An Cridhe 

project – part of Development 
Coll – anticipate completing 
negotiations by Friday.

Mr Fraser conceded the tender 
had come in overbudget, but said 
it was nowhere near £900,000.’ 

‘We now have to make savings. 
The tenders that came in were 
pretty much spot in with what 
(our quantity surveyors) Morham 
and Brotchie said they would.

‘We’ve already spent a lot of 
time identifying areas where 
we can make savings that don’t 

compromise the integrity of the 
build.’

He claimed that not all of the 
savings will have a negative 
impact on the aesthetics of the 
building, saying: ‘Some people 
say that, a lot of the savings 
we’re thinking about look better; 
such as timber for stone.’

that, despite the tenders coming 
in over budget, there was no 
concern about funding with all 
grants still in place.

Coll centre tenders come in over budget
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Solid win for Oban Lorne in Regional
Bowl game at
Glencruitten
League leaders Lenzie 
await in round three

RUGBY
Scottish Hydro
Regional Bowl 
Oban Lorne 23

 Lanark 8
OBAN Lorne move into 
round three of the Regional 
Bowl to face Lenzie after 
a hard fought 23-8 win 
over Divison 3 opponents 
Lanark.

played at the third attempt due 
to previous disruption by the 
big freeze. Oban welcomed 
centre Mark MacQueen into 
the team while young back 
row Calum MacLauchlan 

club.
Oban started the game 

strongly and found them-
selves camped in the Lanark 
half for the majority of 

game.
Scrappy

Some scrappy periods 
of play meant that Oban 
never threatened the Lanark 
line but were awarded two 
successful early penalties.

These were both converted 
by Angus MacCallum to give 
a 6-0 lead. Lanark replied 
shortly after narrowing the 
gap to 6-3.

Latecomer Cammy 
Smith replaced Calum 
MacLauchlan in the back 
row after 20 minutes and 
with great effect as he was 

try of the afternoon, from 
close range. MacCallum 
slotted over the resulting 
conversion to give Oban a 
13-3 lead.

The home side started to 
dominate the game and had 
the majority of possession 
near the Lanark line. This 
pressure was failed to 
be converted into points 
as some poor individual 
decision making in the 
backline proved to be the 
teams downfall.

The Oban forwards 
however took on the task 
of supplying the scores 
themselves as Kyle Kennedy 
touched down over the line 
from the result of a superb 
driving maul from the 
powerful Oban pack. 

Oban were denied another 
score on the stroke of halftime 
with Angus MacCallum 
Knocking on over the line, 
meaning the score stood as 
18-3 at the break.

Both teams played out a 

so to the second half with 
Lanark putting in some big 
hits to stop Oban in their 
tracks.

Coach Corrie Louw made 
two changes early on with 
Bert and Allan Wright 
replacing, Mark MacQueen 
and Andy MacDougall.

Extended

shortly after through player 
/coach Corrie Louw again 
with another try form close 
range. This stretched the 
score to 23-3 but the away 

The home defence stood 
strong and were rewarded 
with some good breaks 
and another scoring chance 
which was again squandered 
by MacCallum who lost grip 
of the ball again over the 
line.

Lanark were to have 
the last say in the game, 
scoring in the corner in the 
dying seconds to clinch a 
consolation try.

Final score, Oban Lorne 
23-8 Lanark.

match with the visitors 
although playing in West 
Division 3 putting in a 
committed performance.

Oban captain Struan Smith 
will no doubt just have been 
happy to get the win and 

another game after so few 
matches have been played 
recently.

This now sets Oban up 

Bowl on February 12 at 
Glencruitten against league 

leaders Lenzie. The winners 
of this match go forward 
to the quarter Final of the 
National Bowl so there is 
everything to play for.

Oban Lorne: R MacQueen, 
K Kennedy, M Downie, J 

MacMillan, C nicholson, 
S Smith, C macLauchlan, 
C Louw, F Matheson, A 
Maccallum, A macDougall, 
M macQueen, C MacDonald, 
A Beaton, G MacEwan. 
D Williams, C Smith, A 

Wright, R Wright and J 
Sayer. Man of the match - 
Fergus Matheson

Oban Lorne are back in  
league action on Saturday 
with a 2pm kick off v 
Cumnock at Glencruitten. 

ON SUNDAY the juniors 
and the seniors of The Oban 

took to the park at the 

in freezing conditions but 
the youngsters enjoyed the 
warmer climate indoors as 
they carried on their Fun 
Fours programme. 

Within the indoor arena 

their development in the 
non competitive format 
and played once again for 
fun with some of the kids 
showing real progress even 
at this early stage.

Promising

Gemmell put up a good show 
for Spartak 1 and 2 with 
Calum MacInnes and Taylor 
Cook looking promising for 
The Swifts 1 and 2.

Young Angus Scott bagged 
a hat trick much to his delight 
and Rosie Howe entertained 
the spectators with her award 
winning goal celebration.

Outside in the cold the 
juniors continued with their 

Thistle FC pictured with Mhairi Malloy, who is a board mamber of ACHA with their 
new training tops bought with a donation from the ACHA community fund. 

league programme and the 
day started with a derby 
between the Saints U9’s and 
the Saints U8’s with the older 
boys coming out on top and 
passing the ball well. 

The U9’s then played a 

man Lochgilphead and it 

went on the attack from the 
start but Saints opened the 
scoring against the run of 

headed home an inswinging 

corner. Lochgilphead struck 
back when Rhys Casci eloped 
on a solo run and slotted past 
goalkeeper Jamie Turner for 
the equaliser.  

Advantage
Saints one man advantage 

told in the second half 
and they ran out winners 
thanks to further goals from 

Campbell.
Lochgilphead recovered 

some pride with a good 
team performance against 
Benderloch to claim the 
three points.

Benderloch picked 
themselves up after that 
defeat and went on to play 

victory of their own with 
goals from Ryan Henrickson 
and Dougie MacDonald but 
the win was largely based 
on the defensive pairing of 
Zophie Borowski and Stuart 
Black keeping the dangerous 

consolation from the day 
by being involved in a great 

match between themselves 
and the Saints U8’s and went 

Connor Moore but the Under 
8’s battled back and their hard 
work was rewarded when 
Ross Campbell crossed into 

unmarked to slam home the 
equaliser for a share of the 
spoils.

Oban Saints under 12’s with 

the winner.
Contenders

Oban Saints continued with 
a defeat to title contenders 
Saints Boys Under 11’s with 
Lewis Buchanan netting 
twice without reply.  

The Oban Saints regained 
some pride with a win over 
Lochnell thanks to two 
goals from Ben Coates.

Lochnell also saw them 
heavily defeated by top 
of the table Lochgilphead 
Warriors who collected 

other games against Thistle 
and Tralee with Callum 
Williamson and Craig 
Young among their scorers.

Wolves Ewan Litster 
scored twice against Tralee 
to help secure the full points 
then they came up against 
the Saints Boys who went 
in front through Daniel 
McCuish.

Hit Back
The Wolves hit back when 

a defensive error produced 
a chance for Kian Francis 
who made no mistake from 
close range.

The Wolves had an 
opportunity to win it late 
in the game when Lorne 
MacFarlane curled a 
dangerous free kick which 
was heading for the top 
corner until goal keeper 
Cameron MacMillan threw 
himself full length to push 
the ball round the post to 
safety much to the relief of 
his team mates.  A great save 
to end a great game with 
both sides applauded after 
the sporting encounter.

The league takes a break 
for two weeks and will 
recommence on 20th 
February at the same 
venue.

Lochgilphead Wolves 
defeated Tralee 2-0. 
15_t05kidsfooty04

Action from the match 
between Saints Under
11s and Stoddy Boys 
15_t05kidsfooty01

Youngsters not deterred by the weather

Successful weekend for Saints Under 14s
OBAN Saints Under 14s 
played two games last 
weekend, winning both, 
scoring 11 goals and 
conceding none.

On Saturday they defeated 

Jamie Easton heads the ball on for strike partner Connor Howe during Sunday’s 
game against Campbeltown. t05ctown02

EDFC 6-0 away from home 
and on Sunday the defeated 
Campbeltown Under 14s 5-0 
on the 3G Oban Community 
pitch.

Saints scorers against 

FOOTBALL
Campbeltown were Jamie 
Easton, Zac Straub, Connor 
Howe, Fraser MacFarlane 
and Daniel MacMillan

PRIMARY FOOTBALL

Oban Lorne’s Andy MacDougall tries to bore his way through but is held up by three Lanark defenders. 15_t05rugby3

Lochaber Rugby Club took their minds off their defeat to Highland Reds at their 
annual dinner dance on Saturday night. Players, club officials and friends of the 
club gathered at The Alexandra Hotel in Fort William for an evening of food, 
drinks, music and dancing. 

Hunter almost equalised late 
in the game only to see his 
shot come back off the post 
and be cleared to safety.  

Jude Bain opening the 

play from Gavin Forgrieve 
set up Cameron Clark for his 

Settled
Over in the seniors two 

of the challengers for the 

with Lochgilphead Wolves 
Lorne MacFarlane opening 
the scoring. However, 
Jack Strachan grabbed an 
equaliser before Daniel 
McVicar settled the tie with 
a late winner, sealing the 
points for Stoddarts who then 
went on to defeat another 
of their closest challengers 
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First victory for 
Caley Jags

Fort face another tough game this 
weekend - away to Lossiemouth

FOOTBALL

INDOOR FOOTBALL

RUGBY

Mechanics put the brake on Fort’s

Aidan Donnelly: success 
at Dundee. 10_f05box01

Fort striker Michael Ellis takes on the Forres defence. 10_fo5fort01

CALEY Jags picked up 

Lochaber 7

Spectacular

Forres Mechanics 4

Problems

th

Parried

Training session for 
youngsters

Victorious: Glengarry B team with the Johnstone 
Trophy. 10_05shinty01

RUGBY

Reds too strong
for Lochaber

SHINTY

Experienced

BOXING

Offensive

Shinty

Marine Harvest South Division Two
Aberdour 2 Oban Celtic 3

Shinty

I enclose £1 (note) for 20 crosses (tick box)  The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules.
How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen.  Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1.

Name_________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________Tel No.______________________

Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£500

CompetitionSpot the SHINTY BALL
All you have to do

We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  Now look 
carefully at the position of the players and use your skill and judgement 
to place a cross at the exact point where you think the centre of the ball 
was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost 
of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 
The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 per week 

until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must 
be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will be 
void.  Prizes will be shared between those submitting correct entries.
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will be 

awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be awarded that 
week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 
20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to reach "Spot the 
Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll 
PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Office, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, mislaid 

or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is final on all matters relating to the competition 

and no correspondence will be entered into. The final decision rests with 
the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 

equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the  awarding 
of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and void 

at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the price of 
the coupon to any person who has entered the competition at that time.
Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their immediate relatives and any 

person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible to enter.

Congratulations to R Cruickshank, Kames, Tighnabruaich 
who has won this week’s jackpot of £550
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Lorn Carpet 
Bowling league

Saints youth 
results and fixtures

FOOTBALL

COACHING

Record entry sign up for Oban 
coaching event LAST weekend’s results: 

Under 13s 16, Ardencaple 1.
Scoring for Saints were 
Jamie MacPherson (5), 
Ross MacMillan (3), Stuart 
MacLean (3), Ally MacLean 
(3) and Liam Higgins (2).

EDFC 0, Under 14s 6. 
Netting for Saints were 
Fraser MacFarlane (2), 
Allan Buchanan, Zac 
Straub, DJ Orr and Connor 
Howe.

Under 15s 7, Riverside 4. 
On target for Saints were 
Liam McEachran (3), Rory 
Bruce and Shaun McIvor. 
The Under 16s game was 

postponed.
 The Under 14s completed 
a good weekend when they 
defeated Campbeltown 
Under 14s 5-0 at the 
community pitch on Sunday. 
Scoring for Saints were 
Jamie Easton, Zac Straub, 
Connor Howe, Fraser 
MacFarlane and Daniel 
MacMillan

CARPET BOWLS

‘Coaches are crucial to 
sport and it is essential 
that we keep recruiting’

SAFL Fixtures
FOOTBALL

GOLF

Islay Golf Club

A RECORD number of the 
region’s sports coaches, 
youth leaders, volunteers 
and administrators will head 
to Oban this weekend for 
the Argyll and Bute Sport 
Coaching Event (February 
4-6).

Organised by Argyll and 
Bute Council and supported 
by the national agency 
for sport, sportscotland, 
more than 300 local sports 
enthusiasts have enrolled 
for the annual event which 
is playing a vital role in 
developing opportunities 
for the region’s clubs, 
schools and social enterprise 
organisations to grow and 
get people more physically 
active.

‘We have had a fantastic 
response and, with still a 
week to go until the event, 
we have 300 people signed 
up from all over Argyll 
and Bute,’ said delighted 
organiser, Willie Young, 
Community Sport Lead 
Manager for Argyll and Bute 
Council.

The event is in its fourth 
year and has grown with 
each instalment.  Signing up 
more than 300 local people, 

the 240 last year, indicates 
the health and enthusiasm 
for sport in the region. The 
30 coaching courses on 
offer this weekend include 

traditional sports of football, 
rugby and shinty.

willingness to diversify 
and appeal to the widest 
audience, other coaching 
courses planned involve 
activities such as Zumba 
and circus skills, both of 
which Mr Young says are 
‘extremely popular and teach 
a whole range of skills such 
as balance and hand eye co-
ordination.’

Challenge
Bringing together a 

diverse range of coaches 
and courses in one event is 
a logistical challenge. To 
break down every barrier 
the local authority has 

community minibuses and 
drivers to bring people to 
the event.  After all training 
coaches and bringing in new 
lifeblood are essential to 

‘Coaches are crucial to the 
sport and it is essential to 
keep recruiting more to keep 
the sport going,’ said Mr 
Young.

‘Since we started this event 
four years ago we realised 
the importance of succession 
planning.  People who have 
been on the courses have 
over the years used their 

then come back and asked us 
how they can progress.

The event is part of Argyll 
and Bute Council’s ongoing 
commitment to sport and 
coaching.

Through its year round 
partnership work with 
sports governing bodies 
and sportscotland’s Active 
Schools Network more than 
1200 local people have in 
that time earned a recognised 
governing body coaching 

Sportscotland, which is 
part funding this weekend’s 
coaching event, recently 
established Regional Spor-
ting Partnerships as a key part 
of developing relationships 
between local, regional and 
national partners to focus on 
increasing participation and 
improving performance.

In her role as newly 
appointed sportscotland 
regional coaching and 
volunteering manager, Katie 
Oman is supporting Argyll 
and Bute council to recruit, 
retain, develop and recognise 
and reward volunteers and 
coaches.

‘The Argyll and Bute Sport 
Coaching Event is a great 
example of partnership 
working between the local 
authority and a number of 
Scottish governing bodies of 
sport,’ said Katie.

      P      Pts
Kilmore      7       48
Benderloch     7       38
North Connel     8       32
Cairnbaan     7       30
Easdale      7       24
Connel      6       24
Taynuilt 7         8

WINTER League played on 
Sunday, January 30:

1 Alistair MacMillan 
38pts; 2 Donald Logan 
36pts; 3 Scott Currie 36pts

Overall Winter league 
Table after week 8

1 Place Donald Logan 
215pts; 2 Ruaraidh 
MacIntyre 214; 3 Alistair 
MacMillan 202pts.

Athletic prove to be a Thorn in the flesh
FOOTBALL

Jimmy Marshall Trophy
First Round

Thorn Athletic 3
Oban Saints 2

OBAN Saints travelled to 
take on Thorn Athletic in 

Marshall Trophy at the 
Donald Dewar Sports Centre 
last Saturday, but not for 

side proved to be a thorn in 

a narrow 3-2 win over the 
premier division champions.
The Oban side found 

themselves two down in the 

lost two bad goals.
Keeper Graham Douglas 

was caught napping in the 
second minute when Thorn 

took a quick free kick and  

into the bottom corner of the 
net.

Haughie headed home a 
corner to give the home side 
a 2-0 lead.
 Credit to the visitors though 
they came storming into the 
game and Donald Campbell 
pulled a goal back and was 
unlucky with another effort 
that whizzed over the bar.

Chances
Saints then created two 

good chances but Myles 
McAuley and Dene Cassells 
failed to hit the target.
The visitors levelled the 

scores in the 56th minute 

a long throw from Willie 
Gemmell to the back post 
and Donald Campbell was 
on hand to thump the ball 
high into the net.

This should have been the 
signal for Saints to push 
on and get the winner, 
but instead it was Thorn 
who took the lead in the 
64th minute when Craig 
McGlone cleverly turned 
Marc MacCallum before 
drilling the ball past Graham 
Douglas and into the net.
Although they huffed 

and puffed and came close 
on a couple of occasions 
Saints never really looked 
like breaking down a hard-

held on to win a close 
game 3-2. Saints will play a 
friendly at Glencruitten this 
Saturday, kick-off 1pm.

Worse was to come in the 
Donald Campbell

OBAN and Lorn Archers 
held their annual Open 
Portsmouth Competition at 
Atlantis Leisure on Sunday, 
January 30, with 73 entries 
from as far as Edinburgh and 
Dumfries.
About 60 of the competitors 

were regular visitors which 
shows the popularity of the 
event and all said that they 
thoroughly enjoyed the day.
 There was the usual mix 
of experienced and those 
relatively new to the sport 
and this makes it one of 
the friendliest shoots on the 
Scottish calendar.
Another pleasing aspect 

of the competition was the 
10 juniors who took part 
as their reducing numbers 
has been noticed in other 
shoots throughout Scotland 
in recent years. 
There was some close 

competition for the prizes 
resulting on some new names 
on the trophies in most of the 
disciplines.
  Bill Murray, the organiser, 
said that a special ‘thank 
you’ must go to those who 

and to Atlantis Leisure for 
their help and allowing us 
to set up the hall the evening 
before.  This is greatly 
appreciated by the club.

Thanks
  Thanks also go to Eleanor 
Wilson who judged through-
out the day and Lynsey 
Davies for acting as Lady 
Paramount and giving out 
the prizes at the end.

The main results are:-  (out 
of a possible 600)

Gents Recurve – Alistair 
McIntosh, Giffnock, 570.

Gents Barebow - Robert 
Campbell, Glasgow, 595.

Gents Longbow  – Tony 
Peacock, Oban & Lorn, 428.

Ladies Recurve -  Angela 
Lord, Largs, 521.

Ladies Barebow – Adelle 
Fleming, Lasswade, 418.

Gents Compound – David 
Herd, Balbardie, 570.

Ladies Compound –  Ann 

Ward, Ayr, 569.
Boys Recurve – Gareth 

Fleming, Lasswade, 560.
Girls Recurve -  Dawn 

Thompson, Linwood, 482.
Novice – Douglas Jardine, 

Edinburgh University, 548.
Best Oban and Lorn Archer

– Diarmid Reid, 562.
Recurve Team – Oban & 

Lorn, (Archie Milne, Bill 
Murray, Colin Wilson & Jim 
Bakos Hodge) 2165 (2400).

Compound Team – Ayr, 
(Ann Ward & Frank 
Maguire) 1137 (1200).

hold Open Portsmouth Competition
ARCHERY

Diarmid Reid was the best Oban and Lorn archer. He
is pictured here with his compound bow.
15_t05archers02

Some of the competitors at last weekend’s archery contest. 15_t05archers01

Oban Pool League 
POOL

   P W  L Pts
Lancaster A 11  9  2  18
Lancaster B 10  8  2  16
Markie Dan’s A 11  8  3  16
Kelvin  11  7  4  14 
Lochnell  11  7  4  14
Golf Club 11  6  5  12
Cellar 11  5  6  10
Claredon  11  5  6  10
Lochavullin 11  2  9    4
Markie Dan’s B 11  2  9    4
Harbour  11  1 10   2

OBAN Saints no game. 
Glencastle Sparta v 
Campbeltown Pupils ‘A’. 
Whitehill  v Lochgilphead 
Red Star. Campbeltown 
Pupils ‘B’ v Bothwell and 
Uddingston Albion.

FRIDAY

9

16

Thursday
Sunny intervals.

Winds moderate to strong, south westerly.
Temperatures 2ºC to 6ºC

Friday
Heavy rain.

Winds moderate, southerly.
Temperatures 9ºC to 10ºC. 

Weekend Outlook 
Cloudy.

Winds moderate, west, south westerly. 
Temperatures 4ºC to 9ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist - Rough

Oban to Coll/Tiree -Rough
Kennacraig to Islay - Rough

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown  -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00

Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig  +0.25
Portree  +0.55
Tobermory  +0.16
Dover  +5.30

Tide tables for Oban during the week from 
Thursday, February 3, 2011

are listed below with differences 
for major ports listed beneath. 

All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm

Thur 05.54 4.0 12.23 1.1 18.10 3.8 **.** *.*
Fri 00.33 0.9 06.28 4.1 12.56 1.1 18.39 3.9                 
Sat 01.07 0.9 07.00 4.1 13.28 1.1 19.08 3.9
Sun 01.39 0.9 07.31 4.0 13.59 1.1 19.36 3.8
Mon 02.08 1.1 08.01 3.9 14.28 1.3 20.03 3.7
Tues 02.34 1.3 08.29 3.7 14.56 1.4 20.31 3.6
Wed 02.59 1.5 08.57 3.5 15.27 1.6 21.02 3.4
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

10

Weather
Sponsored by

NANCY BLACK Ships’ Chandler
Telephone: 01631 562550

Tides
Sponsored by

NANCY BLACK Ships’ Chandler
Telephone: 01631 562550
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