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Keeping it local

Know exactly where your meat has come from, 
support local producers

SLAUGHTER DATES FOR FEBRUARY 2014

TUESDAY 4TH FEBRUARY • WEDNESDAY 5TH FEBRUARY
TUESDAY 18TH FEBRUARY • WEDNESDAY 19TH FEBRUARY
DATES ARE BOOKING UP QUICKLY, PLEASE BOOK EARLY

TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT.
Have 100% Faith in your Food 

REARED LOCALLY • KILLED LOCALLY
BUY LOCALLY • EAT LOCALLY

01680 300318    enquiries@mullslaughterhouse.co.uk

Family’s anguish 
over cancer care
Doctors ignored screams of pain, says daughter

Alex is Ali G for dance showstopper

SPOT THE 
SHINTY BALL

JACKPOT 

£1000

A SURGEON who left swabs 
inside a patient following an 
appendectomy while working in 
Argyll faces being struck off.

Mr Ahmed Abd El Nasser 
Hassan Khattab will attend a 
Medical Practitioners Tribunal 

-
tise hearing to face charges of 
failing to provide good clinical 
care between July 4 and July 22, 
2011, while working as a locum 
consultant surgeon for NHS 
Highland.

In that time, he is also accused 
of failing to get proper consent 
for an endoscopy for another 
patient.

Mr Khattab further faces 
charges that in 2008, while work-
ing in the same role in Whiteab-
bey Hosptial, Newtownabbey, he 
neglected colonoscopy patients.

His hearing will take place 
between February 10 and March 
14.

Surgeon faces 
tribunal

A MEMBER of the family who 
founded outdoor clothing com-
pany Tiso has died in a climbing 
accident near the village of 
Taynuilt 

Donald Tiso fell when hiking 
on Ben Starav with a friend on 
Friday night. 

Oban Mountain Rescue Team 
was called to an area close to the 
3,500ft munro at 1am to assist 
the seriously injured man.

Belford Hospital, Fort William, 
but was pronounced dead on 
arrival. 

A woman from Glen Kinglass 
raised the alarm to emergency 
services at around 11.50pm.

The mountain rescue team was 
alerted at 1am on Saturday but 
were called off from the search 
after a Royal Navy helicopter 
from HMS Gannet arrived from 
Prestwick.

Mr Tiso was a director of the 
company his father Graham Tiso 
founded in 1962, which has now 
21 stores across Scotland.

Tiso director dies 
on Ben Starav

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEVEN FLANAGAN

A CASE of ‘multiple identities’ 
held up proceedings at Oban Sheriff 
Court last week as confusion arose 
over the true name of an accused.

Appearing from custody on 
Wednesday was a woman named 
as Lisa Angela Grant, on charges 
alleging she pretended to be a 
practising nurse, produced forged 
identity badges and a false national 
insurance number and tax code to 
obtain a position as a carer, £688 
in pay and the use of a cottage in 
Appin.

However, a plea could not be re-
corded initially as the accused told 
police she was a number of different 
people.

It wasn’t until the following day 
that a plea could be tendered - as 

-
pearance, Procurator Fiscal depute, 
Jenny Sapiano, told the court the 

‘She has provided a number of 
dates of birth, names and places of 
birth,’ she said. ‘At this stage we 
don’t know if she has any previous 
convictions.’

No fixed abode

her given address at Craig Cottage, 

abode, the court heard.
Acting on behalf of Grant, Edward 

Thornton told the court that she had 
provided him with a date of birth, 
making her 52 - but this had not 

remanded overnight without plea, 
returning to court the following day 

her identity, one of the names she 
had given.

On her second appearance, asked 
if she was Lisa Angela Grant, she 
replied: ‘Yes, I used to be known as 
Alesha.’

Ms Sapiano told the court: ‘She is 
who she says she is. Previously we 
were in a position to refuse bail as 
we did not know who she was.  On 
the basis we now know who she is 
and she has no previous convictions, 
we’d be happy to admit her to bail.’

Grant was released to an address 
in Ross-shire and will return to face 
trial in March. 

Woman with ‘multiple identities’ 
appears in court accused of forgery  

Respect! A stunned audience at the Oban High School Dance Show did a double take when Ali G 
- aka teacher Alex Craik - appeared on the Corran Halls stage in Oban to show the pupils how it’s 

done. Teachers and pupils combined to produce a high quality production, which featured ballet, 
Highland dancing, songs from the shows, gymnastics and hip-hop.  See page 13. Photo: Kevin McGlynn

Winter festival brings 
Oban £1.7m boost
OBAN’S Winter Festival made an 
estimated economic impact of £1.7m, 

The 10-day event last November 
included a fairground, reindeer 
and lantern parades, food markets, 

Andrew’s Day ceilidh.  
Pamela Lockhart, one of the festival 

organisers, said: ‘Everyone in the 
community got behind the festival 
this year and the feedback has been 
great. Special thanks must go to the 
distillery for hosting events both 
weekends.’

Around 32,000 people attended the 
festival, with businesses reporting a 
10 per cent increase in takings. An 
estimated £25,000 was raised for 
charities. 

This year’s festival will be held 
between November 21 - 30.

Connel sailor’s emotional reunion
A CONNEL seaman held in an 
Indian prison for three months 
has had an emotional reunion 
with his family.

Billy Irving, 33, is in Puzhal 
prison on charges alleging the 
crew he was part of bought fuel 
without paying tax and had ille-
gal weapons on board their ship. 

been able to speak face-to-face 
with his girlfriend Yvonne Ma-
cHugh and dad Jim since he was 
arrested. They spent three hours 
together, with further visits 
planned during the week. 

Sharing a cell with three other 
men, Billy’s health has suffered.

He was committed for trial last 
month by the Indian authorities, 
a process which could potentially 
see him in custody for a year 
before he has a chance to contest 
the charges.

Meanwhile a petition calling 
for the men to be released has 
attracted 90,000 signatures.

AN OBAN family who watched 
their mother go through ‘hor-
rendous and unnecessary’ pain 

NHS Highland the situation 
must never happen again.

The health board has already 
apologised for the catalogue of 
errors that culminated in Mabel 
Braidwood ‘screaming in agony’ 
for three days at the town’s Lorn 
and Islands Hospital. Doctors 
and nurses ignored her pleas for 
stronger pain medication to help 
her cope with the pancreatic 
cancer she was dying from.

she ‘lost her faith in God’.
While charity Macmillan 

Cancer Support has hosted 
education sessions for staff at 
the hospital since Mabel’s death, 
her children, Dawn, Zoe and 
Matt, said they wanted to make 
the case public to ensure there 
was no repeat.

As the anniversary of Mabel’s 
death approaches, daughter 
Dawn, of Coe Gardens, Oban, 
said: ‘We don’t want compen-
sation. We aren’t looking for 
money. We want people to be 
aware because cancer affects 
one in three people and everyone 

deserves to die with dignity 
- something we feel was denied 
to our mother.’

Mabel was diagnosed with 
pancreatic cancer in October 
2012, just three days before her 
husband, John, died of nasal 
cancer. 

Mabel’s cancer was already 
too far advanced for treat-
ment and while she attempted 
chemotherapy, her condition 

deteriorated and she developed 
pneumonia. She was admitted to 
the hospital on February 22 last 
year, initially to a mixed ward.

On admittance she was left 
unattended for six hours and 
medical staff failed to follow her 
planned medication timetable, 
which included pain relief. As 
time went on, her pain got 
worse.

An emotional Dawn said: ‘The 
pain she was experiencing was 
horrendous. 

‘One day I was coming up the 
stairs to the ward with my sister 
and we could hear her screams 

pain for three days. She said she 
felt like she was being ripped in 
two.

‘She said, ‘Why will nobody 
believe me? Why will nobody 
help me?’’

On one occasion, a group of 
junior doctors were outside her 
room, but did nothing to help 
when they heard her screams. 
It was only when the family 
intervened that any action was 
taken.

‘She was a Roman Catholic 
and her faith was gone because 
of the pain,’ added Dawn. 

‘She asked why she was suf-
fering. Why she was being put 
through this.’ It was only when a 
Macmillan nurse returned from 
holiday on February 25 that staff 

pump to help with the pain.
Dawn and Zoe later found their 

mother lying in a pool of blood 
after the cannula for pain relief 
popped out, leaving a puddle on 

She passed away on February 
27, 2013.

Responding to the family’s 
complaint, Elaine Mead, chief 
executive of NHS Highland 
said: ‘I am really very sorry 
we were not able to provide the 
sort of care that your mother 

I understand the negative impact 
that this has had on you and your 
family.

‘I can only offer my sincere 
apologies... nevertheless, you 
can be assured we will use this 
experience to make every at-
tempt to improve this for others 
in the future.’

A spokesman for NHS 
Highland said it had met with 
the family and planned to do so 
again.

John and Mabel Braidwood in 
happier times.

Creagan Inn no 
longer for sale
THE OWNER of Appin’s 
Creagan Inn, Liz Crichton, has 
decided not to sell the pub just 
days after putting it up for sale.

Mrs Crichton announced at the 
weekend she was to seek offers 
over £499,995 for the popular 

of heart as The Oban Times went 
to press. 

AN UNMARKED police car 
operating in the Lorn area has 
generated complaints in recent 

-
tion is necessary.

Police Scotland introduced 
an unmarked car to Lorn and 
Mid Argyll areas following a 
year that saw 10 people die on 
Argyll’s roads.

Among those stopped was 
the driver of a van, owned by a 
security company, being driven 
at 63mph through Kilmelford’s 
30mph zone.

However some of those pulled 
over by the vehicle say they feel 
it has been introduced to meet 

way it was being driven.
The Oban Times has been con-

tacted by a number of motorists 
who say they were left angry and 
shaken after being pulled over 
by an unmarked car.

One woman, who holds an 
advanced driving licence, was 

for ‘inconsiderate’ driving.
She is to contest the allega-

tion, saying the driving of the 
unmarked car ‘freaked me out a 
bit’ and was too close to her car. 

Oban’s Chief Inspector, 
Alistair Davidson, said: ‘We 
have got an unmarked car in the 

area to tackle speeding and road 
safety is a problem in our area.

‘If anyone feels they have been 
treated with a lack of respect or 
not fairly, complain to us and it 
will be thoroughly investigated. 
If there are any issues to be ad-
dressed they will be.’

Asked if the car was being used 
to meet targets, he said: ‘The 
bottom line is if you’re speeding 
in small villages, expect a ticket. 
We need that message out there.

‘In Kilmelford, if you saw a 
marked car you wouldn’t drive 
at 60mph. With an unmarked 
vehicle, people think it’s okay. 
It isn’t.’

Police defend unmarked 
car to tackle speeders A PORTS and shipping consult-

ant in England is to draw up a 
scheme to make Oban Bay safer 
after the grounding of a cruise 
ship there last year.

Fisher Associates of Lymington 
won the £13,455 contract offered 
by Caledonian and Maritime As-
sets (CMAL) to develop an Oban 
Bay Harbour Management Plan.

CMAL started working with 
the Northern Lighthouse Board 
and Argyll and Bute Council 
last year in recognition of the 

Safety plan for 
Oban’s busy bay
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Argyll explorer named 
Yachtsman of the Year
Sailing journalists praise a ‘remarkable voyager of our time’

AFTER being named UK 
Yachtsman of the Year and hav-
ing just returned from another 
expedition in Arctic seas, there 
is a lot yet to sink in with Appin 
adventurer Rev Bob Shepton. 

A sprightly 78 year old, he is 
one of the oldest recipients of the 
Apollo/Yachting Journalists’ As-
sociation Yachtsman of the Year 

self-funded sailors to win the 
prize for a number of years.

His name directly follows Sir 
Ben Ainslie, who won the 2012 
Yachtsman of the Year Award 
for his heroics at the London 
Olympics that year.

Since receiving the national 
accolade at Trinity House ear-
lier this month, Rev Shepton 
has been described by those in 
the yachting world as ‘one of the 
most remarkable voyagers of our 
time’.

Remarkable
Barry Pickthall, former chair-

man of the Yachting Journalists’ 
Association, said: ‘Bob Shepton 
is a remarkable fellow. Not only 
is he one of the most remarkable 
voyagers and explorers of our 
times, but over the past three 
decades, changed the lives of 
countless young people, but giv-
ing them the experience of a life-
time, exploring the wild wastes 
of the Arctic and Antarctic. For 
them, these were life-changing 
experiences.’

Rev Shepton, a former 
Royal Marine, has also attracted 
comparison with the late Major 
Bill Tilman, who, like him, 
completed numerous Arctic 
expeditions, climbing uncharted 
mountains of ice from his yacht 
Dodo’s Delight.

Asked about the comparison, 

Rev Shepton replied: ‘All of my 
expeditions are in the wake of 
Tilman.

‘By sailing to remarkable 
regions and making ascents I 
was always looking to follow his 
example, so there are obviously 
going to be comparisons.

‘In many ways it is great to be 
compared to him but I under-
stand he was quite a taciturn 
individual. I am happy to follow 

him but I am glad I didn’t have to 
sail with him!’

Having won the Piolet d’Or, 
the top accolade for climbers, in 
2011, Rev Shepton said his most 
recent recognition was just as 
big an achievement.

‘Having added the Yachts-
man of the Year, the pinnacle 
of sailing achievement to the 
Piolet d’Or, the pinnacle of 
climbing achievements, perhaps 

it is time for me to retire,’ Rev 
Shepton joked. Despite his age, 
retirement is far from his mind, 
as he hopes to surpass his friend, 
sailing guru Willie Carr, who 
retired at the age of 84.

‘I have left the boat in 
Greenland following this year’s 
expedition to Fort Ross in the 
Canadian Arctic, so I will have 
to go back and get it. There is one 
more collection of mountains in 

Greenland that I know haven’t 
been climbed by anybody yet 
and I have just got to do them 
with my team before anyone 
else.’

His determination to be the 

furthest reaches is summed up 
in the title of his forthcoming 
book, Addicted to Adventure, 
due to be published by Adlard 
Coles in May this year.

A photo of the Arctic conditions faced by Rev Shepton’s crew on board Dodo’s Delight. Inset: Rev Bob Shepton with his Yachtsman of 
the Year Award.

REPORT by 
EUAN PATERSON

epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

ARGYLL and Bute residents can 
now refer themselves directly to 
a dietitian through new service 
from NHS Highland. 

The initiative from the Argyll 
and Bute Dietetic service 
launched on Monday and means 
patients and their children will 
no longer need to visit their GP 
or a practice nurse to be referred 
to a nutrition professional.  

-
ing out a form available from 
outpatient departments and local 
health centres. 

The  team assess patients by 
giving advice and support on 
health conditions relating to diet 
such as heart disease, diabetes, 
weight management, food al-
lergy and intolerance. Staff can 
also provide nutritional support, 
as well as advice on cooking and 
shopping skills.

For more information contact 

on 01631 789041, or by emailing 
HIGH-UHB.DietitiansDirect@
nhs.net.   

Argyll patients to 
self-refer to help 
with their diet

Rent rise approved

A SURVEY of companies in 
Scotland has found that 1,459 
people in the Highlands and 
islands are employed full time in 
the renewables sector.

Employment in renewables 

preceding the survey and the 
majority of companies surveyed 
expect to employ more people.

Highlands and Islands MSP 
Mike Mackenzie said: ‘We have 
an incredible renewable resource 
in the region so it is very encour-
aging to know there are success-
ful companies in the Highlands 
and islands with further opportu-
nities for employment.’

AN AVERAGE weekly rent 
rise of two per cent has been 
approved by Highland Council’s 

committee.
The increase will mean average 

rents for 13,500 council houses 
go up from £68.99 to £70.37, an 
increase of £1.38.

A similar increase will also be 
applied to hostel rents, gypsy/
traveller site pitches, garage and 
garage sites as well as caretaking 
and CCTV services.

Committee chairman Dave 
Fallows said it was the fourth 
year running the rise had been 

He said: ‘It also allows us 
to maintain the progress in 
bringing all our council houses 
up to Scottish Housing Quality 
Standard by 2015 and to extend 
our council house building 
programme.’

Renewables boom

A NEW Gaelic school in Portree is 
expected to have more pupils than origi-
nally thought, a council committee has 
revealed. 

The planned school will have its £8m 
budget boosted by a further £500,000 
from Highland Council to cover the cost 
of providing two extra classrooms. The 
funding was announced by the council’s 

Adult and Child Services Committee 
because of an increasing projected school 
roll. Six classrooms instead of four will 
now be provided as well as a nursery and 
cròileagan (Gaelic playgroup).

It is likely that the money will come 
from anticipated under spends in the 
funding from the Fort William schools 
project. 

Eilean a’ Cheò councillor Drew Millar 
told The Oban Times: ‘Members of the 

are growing. A stand alone Gaelic school 
with its own nursery and cròileagan will 
be popular. The extra classrooms will al-
low for expansion once the school is open. 
It’s precautionary but it’s also looking at 
the potential.’

Work is due to start on the school in 
2015. It will be funded by £3m from the 
Scottish Government over the next two 
years. This is over and above the £1.5m 
grant already in place for Gaelic Medium 
Education and an additional £250,000 
capital grant for early years education. 
A further £4m will come from Highland 
Council, bringing the budget to £8.5m. 

New Gaelic school given funding boost as projected school roll rises

SCOTTISH international hockey 
player and Commonwealth Games 
hopeful Holly Cram described Oban 
High School as ‘inspirational’ during 
a visit last week.

With more than 140 caps for the 
Scottish hockey team, 29-year-old 
Holly is one of the country’s most 
respected and successful players.

She was in Oban to present the 
school’s head teacher, Peter Bain, 
with the Game On Scotland award 

and only the fourth in the country to 
receive it - in recognition of its efforts 
to take full advantage of the Glasgow 
Commonwealth Games to enhance 
learning opportunities, both in the 

And while she counts among her 
career highlights scoring the winner 
- a ‘peach’ - against India, one of the 
tournament favourites during the 
Dehli Commonwealth Games in 2010, 

she said she was taken aback by how 
many sports and activities Oban High 
excels in.

‘I think the staff have been tremen-
dous at using the Games of Scotland 
as an inspirational tool for the pupils 
and it shows. 

‘Hopefully this year the pupils will 
be more determined and make more 
of the opportunities they have ahead 
of them. 

Success
‘They have had tremendous success 

with the rugby too and that’s to be 
commended.

‘The dance facilities here are, for 
example, tremendous and the range of 
sports played here is great.’

Addressing the pupils, she told them 
hard work and persistence was the 
key to success, and she urged them 
not to give up if they have a dream of 
succeeding.

‘I was never the most gifted or 

talented player at school. There were 
girls better than me. When I was 17 or 
18 though, some other things started 
happening. Some of the more talented 
girls didn’t want to train in the dark in 
December or work hard.

‘I kept working. For me it’s the 
resilience and the determination that 
you have that takes you to where you 

or in class.’
Receiving the award, Mr Bain said: 

‘We’re only the fourth place to receive 
this award - that’s a tremendous 
achievement.  This is an award for all 
of the school.

‘I have to thank Holly and Educa-
tion Scotland for this award and for 
coming to the school.’

Murray Hamilton, the schools head 
of PE, said: ‘We hope that the legacy 
of 2014 will live on and health and 
wellbeing will no longer have to be 
explained, it will be the norm.’

Holly Cram presents Oban High School head teacher Peter Bain with the Game On Scotland award, making the 
school only the fourth in the country to receive the accolade. 15_t04gameonscotland1

Scottish hockey star hails 
‘inspirational’ Oban High

A DIGITAL technology road 
show is making its way across 
the Highlands  to demonstrate 
how the latest gadgets and web-

‘Our Digital Zone’ will offer 
individuals and businesses 
advice on how to make the most 
of technology. 

The programme, run by High-
lands and Islands Enterprise 
(HIE), Business Gateway and 
Citizens Online, will visit Fort 
William, Oban and Dunoon 
throughout January and Febru-
ary. 

Workshops on social media, 
keeping children safe online and 
improving website performance 
will be available. 

Adam Beeley, senior develop-
ment manager for IT at HIE, 
said: ‘The road show ties in with 

across the region. 

more widely available it will 
make a huge difference to our 
online experiences,’

Our Digital Zone has already 
been to Dingwall and will visit 
Fort William on January 28 and 
29, Oban on February 11 and 12 

13.

UK ENERGY minister Michael 
Fallon is to look at ways of reducing 
energy bills in the Western Isles 
through cheaper tariffs for locally-
generated electricity.

The pledge was given to islands 
MP Angus MacNeil during energy 

questions at Westminster last week.
Mr MacNeil said: ‘Currently the 

situation is that a unit of electric-
ity is between three and 14 per cent 
more expensive in the Hebrides than 
in London, depending on which 
electricity company consumers use, 

because Ofgem adds transmission 
charges to the price of electricity. 

‘Simultaneously renewable 
producers in the islands are being 
charged to export energy from the 
islands when the reality is that much 
of the current renewable production, 

if not all, is being consumed on 
the islands. If my proposals should 
receive the backing of the Depart-
ment of Energy it should lower fuel 
bills, help ease fuel poverty as well 
as helping renewable energy jobs in 
the islands.’

Energy minister seeks cheaper tariff deal for Western Isles

A CAOL and Mallaig councillor 
has branded delays in award-
ing a building contract for a 
new school campus a ‘false 
economy’. 

Councillor Bill Clark made 
the claim after it was revealed 
Highland Council’s education 
department postponed choosing 
a company for the deal when 

potential savings. 
The plan involves building a 

new campus for Caol Primary 
School on the village community 
centre’s current site. Fort Wil-
liam RC and Lochyside RC will 
be combined into one school, to 
be built in the same place.  

Letters, telling potential 
contractors which will construct 
the projects, won’t be sent until 
March, members of the adult 
and children’s services commit-
tee heard.

Councillor Clark warned that 
any potential savings could be 

said at the meeting: ‘The reason 
for going back out to tender for 
the Caol joint campus project is 
to enable some tenders to submit 
further reductions in costs. 

‘Now that sounds reasonable 
enough until you take into ac-

count that the original tender 
came in under budget. 

‘Going back out to tender 
could put the project back say 
six months and any savings will 

not a false economy to go back 
to tender?’ 

MacKenzie admitted there 
were ‘lessons to be learned’ but 
insisted he acted on advice from 
the council’s housing and prop-
erty department in good faith. 

He said: ‘It was on the 
condition that two things were 
achieved. The quality of the 
building; the project would not 
be diminished in any way; and 
also the time scales would not be 
compromised in any way. I was 
given those assurances and on 
that basis decided to go back out 
to the market place.’ 

The joint campus project is part 
of a £36.5m revamp of the school 
estate in greater Fort William.  

Work on a standalone Gaelic 
primary school at Ardgour Road 
in Caol is scheduled to begin in 
March. The new combined Fort 
William and Upper Achintore 
primary school on Lundavra 
Road is programmed for comple-
tion by July 2015.

Councillor claims new 
school campus delay 
creates ‘false economy’

Digital
roadshow
to tour 
Highlands

Lismore cafe         
re-opens
THERE was rarely an empty seat 
at the grand opening of Liosbeag, 
the café at the Lismore Heritage 
Centre, now in the capable hands 
of Kiki MacColl.

Staff worked tirelessly from 
11am to 4pm on January 12 to 
serve the continuous queue of 
islanders and mainland visitors, 
eager to celebrate her grand 
opening and the Old New Year, 
an important date on Lismore.

Council’s bobble hats warning
COLOURFUL cartoon charac-
ter bobble hats on sale in Argyll 
and Bute have been recalled by 
the local authority - because of a 
risk of strangulation.

have issued a warning to parents 
of young children about the 
bobble hats, which are furry and 
styled to look like trademarked 
Hello Kitty, Minions from De-
spicable Me, Angry Birds and 
other animal characters.

But the council has issued a 
recall on the items following a 
warning from Nottinghamshire 
County Council, which carried 
out tests on the items.

The hats’ design has two tiers, 
one which is a loop. One tier 
goes through the other’s loop 
and they have bobbles on the 
end. Because of this design there 
is no mechanism for the tiers 
to disconnect, meaning there is 
potential for strangulation.

The bobble hats that have been recalled. 

£6.95 delivery for Hub.
Broadband offer ends 13/03/14 Non-offer price is

BT Sport
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Lorn Lines
THE MOST recent meeting of Oban Camera gave an opportunity 
for members to contribute to the programme.

Peter Cleave demonstrated on screen the technique of digitally 
cropping an image to produce a much-improved photograph. 

Edwina Aitken shared her images from a recent trip to Ma-
chu Picchu in Peru and added a most interesting commentary 
describing the three-day trek up to the world famous landmark in 
the Andes Mountains. 

New members are always welcome - Monday nights at 7.30pm 
in the Regent Hotel.

The Relatives Room at Lorn and Islands Hospital, created with 
the help of Oban Hospice Ltd, has been used 50 times in the 
past year. One daughter of a woman who was treated in the 

hospital was so grateful she has donated a striking picture of 
Oban Bay to help decorate the room. The picture, by John R 
Coleman, was presented to the hospital’s locality manager 

Veronica Kennedy, seated, left, by Friends of Oban Hospice Ian 
Kerr and Kathleen Black. 16_t04picture01

AN ARGYLL charity received a generous donation from the 
Oban Inner Wheel following a fundraising lunch. 

A cheque was handed over to Argyll Riding for the Disabled 
carriage driving group after ladies of the Inner Wheel held a 
soup and sandwiches lunch. They raised £115 for the charity 
which gives disabled people in Argyll the opportunity to ride 
and drive carriages to keep healthy.

ANYONE in Oban who sells or uses fair trade products as a busi-
ness or organisation is being asked to update their details on The 
Oban Fair Trade Directory. 

To do so, send your details to mail@paulinecameron.co.uk.

Inner Wheel’s donation was well received by Argyll Riding 
for the Disabled carriage driving group. Left to right: Inner 

Wheel president Fiona Innes, carriage driving group president 
Jeanette Hamilton, Inner Wheel community convenor 

Rosemary MacIntyre and carriage driving group secretary 
Elaine Trigg.

HELEN Jackson MBE is the new president of the Oban OLDS 
senior citizens’ club.

Helen was elected at the group’s most recent meeting, replacing 
outgoing president Chrissy Muir, who is retiring from the posi-
tion after a successful spell in the post.

Meanwhile the group has announced its new programme of 

January 29, with following ceilidhs to be held every month until 
April.

OBAN War and Peace Museum needs more volunteers after 
almost 20 years of operation. 

Volunteers work behind the scenes managing the museum 
and its collection. Director Alison Palmer said: ‘The museum 
would love to hear from anyone with organisational skills, 
business, fundraising or marketing experience or with an 
interest in the care and preservation of the items in our col-
lection.’

If interested email obanmuseum@btconnect.com

A NOVEL outdoor nursery pioneered in Oban by 
the Stramash social enterprise has been lauded by 
Scotland’s education minister Michael Russell.

centre could be used as inspiration for similar 
facilities elsewhere in Scotland after saying he felt 
it offered a ‘more varied’ education compared to 
traditional nurseries.

Mr Russell’s comments come as Stramash 

operation in Oban, as well as opening more sites 

yurts, met the children and toured the play facili-
ties - including the mud garden and the tree hut.

parents come and see it they suddenly realise this 
is a very good type of learning and probably offers 

in other nurseries. It is being done really well here; 
it’s really positive and I’ve enjoyed myself too.’

Mike Story, director of the Stramash board, was 
delighted to hear Mr Russell’s recommendations, 

secretary for education.
‘He was talking about working with Forestry 

Commission Scotland and Scottish Land and Es-

Currently catering for 60 over three sessions of 

session capacity to 24 and is speaking to landlord 

land. A new nursery is to be opened in Helensburgh 
this year, with plans afoot for similar nurseries in 

Harmony 
strikes a 
CHORD 
in Oban
Councillors and public 

on development plan

years of stagnation have been 
praised by both councillors and 

Last week’s Oban, Lorn and 
Isles Area Committee saw all 
corners of the room speak of 
their support for the proposals 
and delight at recent movement 
after CHORD manager Linda 
Houston gave an update on work 
set to be carried out.

A full detailed design for the 
upgrade of the ‘public realm’ 
from Stafford Street to Station 

Street, is being worked on by the 
company Capita. That followed 
a consultation with local busi-
nesses - carried out in November 
in association with BID4Oban 
- which received a response 
rate of 12 per cent, something 
Ms Houston described as ‘very 
good for a postal survey of this 
nature’.

She added: ‘The overall 
response has been very good. 
Things are beginning to move. 

‘There have been some sug-
gestions with design items, 
particularly with regard to Sta-
tion Square.’

Capita’s design will come to 
the area committee in April for 
approval.

breakwater and transit marina, 
Ms Houston said she was await-
ing advice from the Scottish 

a business case and tender docu-
ment prepared as early as pos-
sible in the year. Cost estimates 
are also awaited for south pier 

Oban’s CHORD projects were 
not reliant on a successful bid for 

but the projects would link 
together if it was successful.

Meanwhile, the new lighting 
scheme at McCaig’s Tower was 
working well, with plans afoot 
to advertise it for use by local 
businesses and organisations 

who remains chairman of Oban 
CHORD project board pending 
changes to make it the respon-
sibility of the Area Committee, 
said ‘the destination is almost in 
sight’. 

She added: ‘Taking this for-
ward it is important we complete 
this full business case. If it 
doesn’t stack up, we won’t do it 
- but if it does, we will.’

Councillor Roddy McCuish 
added: ‘I’m so hopeful this 
report gives people comfort this 
is moving forward. Although 
obviously not at the pace we 
would have liked - at least we 
are moving forward.’

Councillor Iain MacDonald 

and we should all make a big 
effort to bring this to fruition.’

Oban Community Council-
lors Marri Molloy and Neil 
MacIntyre were quick to praise 
recent developments.

Mr MacIntyre said: ‘I’d like to 
thank Linda Houston for getting 
us to this point. I thought we’d 
have all passed over by the time 

like we’re getting somewhere.’

 Branching out: Stramash has announced plans to open more outdoor nurseries after Michael 
Russell MSP visited staff at the Ganavan site. 15_t04stramash1

Stramash gets minister’s approval 

Driver admits causing death crash
A DRIVER who raced along a 
winding Argyll road at speeds of 
up to 110 mph killed a teenage 
girl in a horror crash, a court was 
told last Friday.

Tarbert, admitted causing the 
death of his passenger Natasha 
Clark by driving dangerously 

-
gust 20, 2012, on the A83 near to 
Erines Cottage, Erines, Tarbert.

Neill was repeatedly told to 
slow down and ‘stop pushing it’ 
by his passengers who noted that 
the speedometer was showing 
110mph.

One local motorist, Davie 
Russell, who was driving in the 
opposite direction, told police 
that it was the fastest he had 
ever seen a car travelling on that 
road. The High Court in Paisley 

heard that 35-year-old Neill lost 
control of his Honda Civic R as 
he drove towards Tarbert.

The car smashed into a rock at 
the side of the road, trapping 17-
year-old Natasha and her friend 
Sandra Harvey, who were in the 
back seat.

Neill and his friend Sean 

seats, only had minor injuries.
Miss Clark, who worked as a 

shop assistant at the Co-op in 
Lochgilphead, was airlifted to 

died the following day from 
multiple injuries. 

Miss Harvey suffered a broken 
leg and a suspected spinal 
injury.

Advocate depute Tim Niven-
Smith, prosecuting, said as Neill 
left the village of Stronachullin 

to drive towards Tarbert he drove 

‘Miss Harvey and Miss Clark 

to right on the back seat.
‘Miss Harvey looked at the 

speedometer and saw it was 
reading a speed of 110 miles 
per hour. She saw that Natasha 
Clark looked frightened. She 

held Natasha’s hand and closed 
her eyes.’ 

Neill lost control of the car as 
it entered a bend. It spun over to 
the side of the road, hit a boulder 
and bounced back into the centre 
of the road. 

Mr Niven-Smith added: ‘The 
speed was reduced by braking 
and the spinning motion of the 

car, but the car’s speed at the 
point of impact is estimated at 

Judge Lord Stewart deferred 

month for background reports 
and remanded him in custody.

Solicitor advocate Simon 

give his plea in mitigation then.

opened in Oban last week, can help reverse 
a century of decline in the language in its 
traditional heartland.

That was the view of some of the leaders 
-

warm welcome’.  

access to learners’ resources, act as a hub for 
speakers to use the language and become a 

since September last year under co-ordina-

opened last Friday by education minister 
and Argyll and Bute MSP Michael Russell, 

‘vital’.
He was joined by a large number of invited 

Boyd Robertson, principal at the Skye-based 

Professor Robertson, a former Oban 
High School teacher, said: ‘I am absolutely 

town and the wider area of Lorn needed a 
focal point for the community because there 

‘Argyll has previously focussed largely 
on Mods and the cultural element of the 
language and I think it needs to refocus on 
the language itself.

‘The language has suffered here but people 
will draw strength from congregating in a 
place like this.

-
land, the cradle of the language, but for the 
last century there has been a decline in its 
use. It needs an infusion of activity that this 
centre can help deliver.’

presence, somewhere that people can come 
and use the language.

‘The language in Oban has maybe suffered 
from a lack of a focal point where people can 
gather.’

The council has invested £195,000 of the 

a further £85,000 invested in the creation of 
a multi-media studio and recording facility 
in Oban High School.

Argyll and Bute MSP Michael Russell with pupils from Oban High School’s traditional 
music programme at the official opening of Furan. Photo: Kevin McGlynn

A DRIVER and her passenger were so frightened 
by the way their car was tailgated and then 
overtaken that they drove straight to Oban Police 
Station and made a report.

-
estry Cottages, Eredine, was found guilty follow-
ing a trial at the town’s sheriff court on Monday 
of dangerous driving. Sheriff Douglas Small 
heard that on August 15 last year, on the A828 

south of Benderloch, Leiper repeatedly tailgated 
the other driver’s car, pulled alongside, overtook, 
and then braked harshly so that the other driver 
had to take action to avoid a collision.

Leiper denied driving dangerously; he had his 
partner and their baby in the car, his brother and 
another friend.

him from driving for four years.

Dangerous driver fined £500 and banned for four years

SHERIFF Douglas Small handed 
down a sentence of 54 days to 
an Oban man who assaulted his 
partner on Christmas Day.

And he was told by Sheriff 
Small that if he appeared before 
the court again for a domestic 
incident he would be ‘sent to 
prison for a very long time’.

The 33-year-old man is not 
named as this would identify 
his partner and their two young 
children.

said the family’s Christmas 2013 
had ended with a call to the 
police.

The man had been drinking 
steadily all day and then decided 
to leave, taking one of the chil-
dren with him. His partner and 
another person tried to stop him; 
he bit his partner on the body 
and seized her by her clothing.

The man’s defence agent, 
Edward Thornton, said that the 
couple had now separated and 
the man realised he had to ad-
dress his drink problem because 
he wanted to see his children.

to pay back £50,000 to the VAT 

was made at Oban Sheriff Court 
on Monday.

Andrew Usher, aged 34, of 1 
Cuan Cove, South Cuan, Luing, 
had previously admitted fraudu-
lently evading VAT between July 
1, 2009 and October 31, 2010, 
when he appeared the before a 
court last year.

He had submitted two fraudu-
lent VAT repayment claims for 
the purchase of a house, a boat-

business.
The total amount of VAT 

fraudulently claimed was 
£52,375 the court was told last 
year and Usher was given a 300-
hour community payback order.

His agent Duncan Durbin said: 
‘He has a lot of work to do, in 
every sense of the word.’

Prison warning 
for Christmas Day 
assault man

VAT fraudster 
ordered to pay 
back £50,000

Outcome of TIF bid 
known this month

Driver charged
A 53-YEAR-old man has been 
charged with dangerous driving 
after being accused of tailgating 
a car between Lochgilphead and 
Kilninver last Thursday, before 
overtaking on a narrow stretch 
of road.

He then allegedly overtook on 
the B844 towards Easdale, forc-
ing the other driver off the road.

A report has been submitted to 

THE SUCCESS or otherwise of 

town centre should be known at 
the end of the month.

applied for £23.75million from 
the fund in 2011, to bring for-
ward 11 projects within the Lorn 
Arc corridor, with each scheme 
designed to work hand-in-hand 
with the Oban CHORD project.

A full business case for the 
cash was submitted to the Scot-

Oban CHORD’s project 
manager Linda Houston told the 
Oban, Lorn and Isles Area Com-
mittee: ‘I understand the council 
will be receiving a response at 
the end of the month.’

Lorn leads Argyll broadband boost
broadband. 

The service will be available in Oban, 
Taynuilt and Ledaig by July, giving better 
reliability and service, the council has an-
nounced.

This comes as part of a £146m rural broad-
band project which aims to provide 84 per 
cent of homes in the Highlands and Islands 

speeds will be brought to more locations 
over the three-year phasing period for the 
initiative, led by Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise.

Councillor Aileen Morton, the council’s 
spokeswoman on IT services, said: ‘This kind 
of advance is long-awaited, and as superfast 
broadband is rolled out it should help support 
the council’s aim of building our economy.’
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Oban housing timebomb warning
Slow development, homelessness and lack of affordable housing causing concern
FAILURE to address a housing 
shortage in Oban would see the 
town ‘wither and die’, says an 
Obancouncillor.

A dire need for new housing 
in the Oban area has long been 
acknowledged, but the subject 
was the focus of a long discus-
sion at the Oban, Lorn and Isles 
Area Committee last week as 
members were asked to consider 
the latest draft of the update to 
the Local Development Plan.

The new proposal outlines 
plans for 1,845 new housing al-
locations in the Oban, Lorn and 
Isles area which, if adopted in 
October this year, will see more 
than 2,000 areas allocations for 
new housing in the area.

However, there are concerns 
that many of the areas already 
designated in the current plan 
have not been developed despite 
being optioned by developers, 
while construction has yet to 

individual developments, despite 
receiving planning permission.

growth, Councillor Louise 
Glen-Lee warned nothing short 
of prioritising housing and as-
sociated infrastructure would be 
acceptable.

She said: ‘Oban and its sur-
rounding areas will wither 
and die unless everyone works 
together to make sure the likes 
of Scottish Water, developers 
and associations can get moving 
on this.’

She added: ‘Oban is such a 
transient place because people 
can’t get housing.

‘The price of housing in Oban 
is disproportionately high com-
pared to other parts of the coun-

house I bought, in Falkirk, was 
a four bedroom semi-detached 
at £49,000.

‘Now, to buy a house for a 
family in Oban, you’re looking 
at £170-£200,000. That’s a lot 
of money for a family to get 
together.

‘They are building two, two 
bedroom houses in Bonawe. 
There was 43 applications for 
these houses. That shows how 
much demand we are dealing 
with.’

Councillor Iain Angus Mac-
Donald, an architect to trade, 
agreed with Councillor Glen-
Lee’s comments.

‘We have a lot of sites, we just 
have a lack of development,’ he 
said.

‘Two houses in Bonawe is a 
huge event - as it is for any small 
community. It has an impact 
on schools, on shops.  It can 
safeguard jobs as well as create 
them.

‘One statistic I read said one 
house generates £6,000 for 
the community.  That’s a lot of 
money.

‘It’s an exciting time for Argyll 
and there’s so much potential.  
There are opportunities there for 
the taking.

‘Let’s sit down, all the relevant 
bodies, and see what we really 
need to get more housing here.’

Councillor Duncan MacIntyre 
added: ‘Housing prices in Oban 
have never come down - they 
always go up here. We have this 
allocation of 1,845 - this is an 
area of great potential.’

REPORT by 
STEVEN FLANAGAN

Affordable housing is constructed at Dunstaffnage. t04building1

A LACK of affordable housing in Oban 
could be detracting teachers from com-
ing to Oban High School.

At Oban, Lorn and the Isles Area 
Committee Councillor Louise Glen-Lee 
highlighted the ongoing concern with 
teacher shortages for the high school 
and while it is hoped staff can be found 

the high cost of moving to the area is a 

‘Oban High School has a teacher 
shortage and one of the factors in that is 
there are no houses for people to come 
and live in.

‘Either you support a family and can’t 

one that isn’t suitable or affordable.’

One solution to the problem, she said, 
was for the council to build accommoda-
tion for teachers, similar to the housing 
built for specialist hospital staff, even as 
a temporary measure.

‘Oban is a tourist town and much of 
the housing is taken up by holiday lets 
or occupied throughout the summer pe-
riod,’ she said. ‘In order to allow people 

the chance to get their own housing they 
sometimes need a foothold.’

Councillor Roddy McCuish said any 
move to do that would require a change 
in policy at Argyll and Bute Council, 
as the council had previously handed 
responsibility for such matters to social 
landlords, Argyll Community Housing 
Association (ACHA).

Oban teaching shortage partly blamed on lack of housing

themselves without their own 
home will be highlighted by New 
Start Oban this weekend, as part 
of Homelessness Sunday.

Antoinette Mitchell, chair-
woman of the charity, believes 
homelessness is Oban’s hidden 
problem, saying there are regu-
lar calls for their services.

The organisation helps people, 

made homeless, with a starter 
pack covering the essentials for 
any new home. This includes 
items otherwise taken for 
granted such as cutlery, kitchen 

equipment and bedding.
Donations are being sought all 

year, but this Sunday churches 
across Oban are being asked to 
help by taking donations of all 
such items - with the exception 
of pillows and duvets, which 
have to be new - to allow more 
starter packs to be prepared.

She said: ‘It’s actually quite 

appreciate - it’s hard to know 
how useful these starter packs 
can be unless you’ve been made 
homeless yourself.

‘Homelessness is a hidden 
problem because people don’t 

see it. It can be people who have 
been made homeless as a result 
of a marriage splitting up and 
having to look after the kids, or 
someone who has lost their job 
and can’t afford to pay the rent. 

‘There can be lots of reasons 
- it’s not always cardboard city 
and it doesn’t have to be the 
down-and-outs.

‘When they do get in these 
homes, they are given the very 
basics, but that’s it and often 
they won’t have a job to help 
them buy the things they need.

‘What we do is we provide 
people who have got a house 

after homelessness with a list, 
and they tick off the things they 
need; it can be anything from a 
kettle or buckets and a mop or 
even saucepans.

‘Between donations and what 
we have to buy, starter packs 
cost around £70 and that can be 
a big help for someone.’

Homelessness Sunday aims 
to raise awareness of the issues 

and of how people can help.
While donations are being 

accepted on the day, Argyll 
Voluntary Action in Oban High 
Street is also taking donations.

Calls to address ‘hidden’ 
problem of homelessness

CONCERNS are growing that 
Oban is rapidly approaching its 
capacity for water and sewerage, 
but the operator says it is looking 
at upgrading the network.

With a further 1,845 housing 
allocations outlined in the draft 
local development plan, on top 
of the 800 homes already being 
built at Dunbeg, some believe 
Oban could soon meet and ex-
ceed the drainage and drinking 
water limits.

However, Scottish Water has 
said it is monitoring the situation 
and will invest in the town when 
required. 

A spokesperson for the util-
ity company said: ‘We will be 
looking closely at what might 
be needed to meet the needs of 
planned growth in the area.

‘We are aware of the allocation 
of new homes in the draft local 
plan, and will continue to follow 
its development, which will en-
able us to assess whether any ac-
tions are required to ensure there 

water infrastructure in place to 
meet local growth needs, well 
into the future.’

MOVES to address housing 
shortages in Oban are already 
behind schedule because of a 
lack of movement to attract a new 
supermarket, has been  claimed.

Oban resident David Miller 
said plans to increasing housing 
in the town should run ‘hand 
in hand’ with improving infra-
structure, including roads and 
schools.

But he said a supermarket in 
Dunbeg would not only serve 
the 800 new houses being built 
over the coming years, but would 

away from Oban’s roads, easing 
congestion.

During a discussion at Oban, 
Lorn and the Isles Area Commit-
tee last week about increasing 
housing allocation throughout 
the area, Mr Miller said: ‘I’m 
delighted to see what’s happen-
ing in Dunbeg and that building 
has started, but I would have 
thought decisions would already 
have been taken with regards to 
things such as schools, roads and 
supermarkets. 

‘At the moment, all the shop-
ping is at the south of Oban. I 
would have thought one of the 

that [supermarket].
‘My concern is we appear to 

be behind the drag curve here.  
Infrastructure should be hand-
in-hand with housing.

‘If we build a supermarket and 
shops [in Dunbeg] ahead of the 

into Oban - but we have to do 
that before we build the houses.

‘To start thinking about it now 
is a wee bit late.’

Councillor Duncan MacIntyre 
stopped short of addressing the 
possibility of a supermarket in 
Dunbeg, but said: ‘There’s no 
way you’re telling me that, with 
800 new homes for Dunbeg, 
that road will cope? The need 
for another route into Oban is 
absolutely certain.’

He added: ‘There is a shop 
there, remember, but this is 
all part of the bigger picture of 
what’s happening and we’ve got 
to plan these things together.’

Councillor Roddy McCuish 
said: ‘Mr Miller is 100 per cent 
correct and I’m also surprised 
that with all those new homes, 
there are no shops behind the 
hospital. Regarding Dunbeg, it 
is great there are these houses 
being built there but the infra-
structure is important.’

Need to 
develop town 
in line with 
housing

Water network 
nearing capacity

POTENTIAL for expansion at the Scottish As-
sociation for Marine Science (SAMS) at Dunbeg 
will only be met if the town’s infrastructure grows 
to meet its ambition.

Councillor Duncan MacIntyre said it was 
imperative the town had more homes, larger 
schools and better connectivity - with plans for the 
Dunstaffnage campus set to create up to 400 more 
jobs over the next 10 years.

Speaking at last Wednesday’s Oban, Lorn and 
the Isles Area Committee meeting, Councilllor 

MacIntyre said: ‘It isn’t just homes, we need to 
concentrate on schools as well.  For example, I was 
at a delegation of Canadians at SAMS today. We 
have tremendous potential here. We have the new 

could provide 100 jobs.
‘It’s not all about housing. If you ask people 

at is schools. The one thing holding people back 
from coming here is the housing, but we need the 
schools too.’

Town must meet industry ambition

Hopes are high for the European Marine Science Park in Dunstaffnage. t04sciencecentre1

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Three-day closure to remove trees at Pulpit Rock 
THE A82 will be fully closed at Pulpit 
Rock, Loch Lomond, for three days between 
9.30am and 3.30pm starting today (Thurs-
day), to remove trees above the roadside.

-
anlarich but local access will be maintained. 
The works are being carried out by BEAR 

Scotland on behalf of Transport Scotland. 
Eddie Ross of BEAR Scotland said: ‘We 

have consulted widely to ensure these works 
are managed to minimise disruption. We 
will continue to work with our operational 
partners to ensure any inconvenience to 
road users is kept to a minimum.’

Strontian: at the centre of the bid for Sunart Action Plan. 

ALL 360 registered voters in 
Sunart in Lochaber are being urged 
to complete a questionnaire by 
February 7 to help shape their own 
blueprint for the future.

Sunart Community Company 
(SCC) wants views on what proj-
ects, community facilities and 
public services the Sunart Action 
Plan should include. 

The survey, which has also gone 
out to all Sunart clubs and societies, 
is the latest step towards publishing 
a comprehensive document detail-
ing community priorities over the 
next 10-15 years. 

The plan, being produced by 
rural sustainability consultants 
CADISPA, will show what Sunart 
people expect from their public 
services.

It will also identify the type of 
developments the local popula-
tion regards as vital to the future 
economic and social well-being of 
the area.

Crucially, the proof of community 
intent contained in the document 

will be used as evidence for funding 
bids to agencies including Highland 
Council, the NHS, housing bodies 
and the Forestry Commission. 

SCC director James Hilder said 
vital assets around Strontian, 

-
ing rights, part of the riverbank, 
a footpath, and some community 
woodland, were already under com-
munity ownership.

Borrow
But, he said, a community 

hydroelectric scheme planned at 
Strontian prompted calls for a plan 
to guide spending because of the 
amount of money involved.

The plant, if built, would pull 
in an estimated £85,000 a year in 
revenues - more than £2million 
over its  25-year lifespan.

Mr Hilder said: ‘If you have to try 
and borrow £450,000 for the hydro 
scheme one of the things you have 
to tell the funders is where you are 
going to spend the money.

‘That was the catalyst for the fact 
that we needed a plan. What you 

don’t want is that you begin earning 
loads of money and start handing it 
out to whoever comes along.

‘But if we have a plan in place, 
in which everybody has had a say, 
showing for example that people 
want a footpath or a better village 
hall, then nobody is going to fall out 
about it.’

-
linger-Mills said a strong public 
response to the questionnaire was 
‘absolutely critical’. 

She said: ‘This is a document for 
the whole community and needs 

a whole community response to 
get the kind of plan we need for 
Sunart’s long term development.’

The action plan proposal secured 
overwhelming public support at a 
launch event led by CADISPA in 
Strontian Village Hall in Novem-
ber.

Further meetings are planned 
ahead of CADISPA producing a 
draft plan in March. 

The project, funded by Awards for 
All, is being managed by a team of 
community volunteers, including 
former and existing SCC directors.

Sunart residents invited to shape area’s future

bt.com/businessinfinity

  0800 345 7963

Call today to join the thousands of
businesses that choose us each month.

01631 570 670
www.brogans.co.uk Part of Certas Energy
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RESIDENTS of Barra are being urged to pick up their 
brushes and pull on their Marigolds to give the island a 
spring clean this March.

The island-wide event is being supported by Hebridean 
Living and Croitear Òg, and is being organised as part of 
the Clean Up Scotland campaign.

All volunteers who do get out and give the island an an-
nual spruce are invited to a tea-time ceilidh with soup and 
sandwiches, followed by a disco for the island’s secondary 
school pupils.

THE Rob Roy Challenge, 
a 55-mile walk and 
cycle for charity across the 
spectacular Rob Roy Way 
takes place on the June 21. 

The event, which will 
raise money for the Martin 
Currie Foundation and 
its three charity 
partners WaterAid, Over 
the Wall and Barnardos 
Scotland, starts at Drymen, 
heads north-east through 
The Trossachs to Callander, 
then switches to bikes 
for a 39-mile cycle via 
Rob Roy’s hometown of 
Balquhidder to Kenmore 
on the banks of Loch Tay. 

The route is divided into 
bronze, silver and gold, 
meaning participants can 
choose either a 16, 38 or 
55-mile challenge.

Following in the footsteps 
of the Scottish outlaw 
and folk hero, Rob Roy 
MacGregor, the Martin 
Currie Rob Roy Challenge 
is one of Scotland’s most 
successful charity fundrais-
ing events. 

Supported by the likes of 
record-breaking cyclist and 
TV presenter Mark Beau-
mont, who always enters a 
team, last year’s run was 
won by the Flexilife team, 

minutes.
To sign up for this year’s 

challenge, go to www.
robroychallenge.com or 
contact Caroline MacK-
echnie from the Martin 
Currie Rob Roy Foundation 
on robroy@martincurrie.
com or 07583 550 387.

Sign up for 
the Rob Roy 
Challenge

SOME of Oban and Argyll’s 
political heavyweights will 
clash over the independence 
referendum next month, with 
Argyll Voluntary Action 
(AVA) the hosts.

Held at the Argyllshire 
Gathering Halls on Febru-
ary 6, the special debate 
will see Michael Russell 
MSP of the SNP square up 
against Conservative MSP 
Jamie McGrigor. From the 
local authority, former SNP 
member Roddy McCuish 
will sit across from inde-
pendent councillor Duncan 
MacIntyre.

Oban High School Pupils 
Matthew Hall and James 
Kane make up the remainder 
of the panel, which will be 
refereed by Ray MacIntosh-
Walley.

Run like Question Time, 
with questions coming from 
the audience, the event has 
been organised as part of 
AVA’s Building Community 
Bridges scheme, which aims 
to bring the younger and 
older generations together 
for a series of events. 

AVA’s Senga Cakebread, 
who is organising the event 
and a series of similar de-
bates in the coming months, 
said: ‘This is about bringing 
the generations together to 
discuss the concerns people 
may have about the local 
area in reference to the ref-

Caol Primary School had some unusual guests as a host of different animals paid the pupils a visit.  Animal workshop ZooLab went to the school to 
teach the nursery and primary pupils about snakes, millipedes, tarantulas, rats, cockroaches and frogs - with live appearances from the animals.   

ZooLab educational presenter Fran Howard introduced Charlie the corn snake to P2 pupils, from left, Daisy MacDonald, Archie MacNiven and Kian 
Duncan. 20_f04zoolab01

Judy Clark will be showcas-
ing her first commercial 

clothing line tonight then 
jetting off to Milan for 

Fashion Week. 

A FORT WILLIAM fashion 
designer will showcase her 

-
tion in Edinburgh tonight 
(Thursday). 

Judy Clark will present the 
ready to wear designs for the 

and restaurant in Edinburgh 
before jetting off to Milan 
to exhibit the clothes during 
the city’s Fashion Week next 
month. 

The talented 29-year-old 
has been using Scottish 
fabrics such as MYB Lace 
and Calzeat Textiles for 
the commercial range and 
new one-off pieces. Her 
inspired bespoke designs led 
her to win the prestigious 
Womenswear Designer of 
the Year at the Scottish Style 
Awards last year. 

And Judy, the only designer 
still living in Scotland, is 

fashion show.
She said: ‘Launching the 

ready-to-wear collection is 
an exciting step for me and I 
am pleased to be unveiling it 

-
ing the new line in Milan, 

the city that many consider 
to be the fashion capital of 
the world, is a great way 
to start the year and I am 
feeling very positive about 
future prospects.’

Judy, who studied at 
Heriot Watt University in 
Galashiels and completed 
an intern-ship under Al-
exander McQueen, works 
from Beaverhall Studios in 
Edinburgh.

First solo fashion 
show for Fort 
William designer

Barra to get spring clean

Independence referendum
debate to be held in Oban

erendum - about the future 
of Argyll.

‘We have several concerns 
I’d like to see addressed. 
We have a declining and 

aging population, employ-
ment and housing, among 
others.  Hopefully we’ll get 
interesting debate from our 
panellists.’ Similar debates 

will be held in Tarbert on 
February 27 and another at a 
later date in Helensburgh. 

Tickets for the debate, 
which runs from 1.30pm-

3.30pm, are free and 

Senga.  To book your place, 
email senga@argyllvolun-

taryaction.org.uk or phone 
01631 564839. Refreshments 
will be available. Questions 
for the panel should also be 
forwarded to Senga.

Morvern Lines
THE DEATH has occurred of John Buxton, a man 
whose knowledge of Morvern and its wildlife was 
unsurpassed in his time. 

ornithologist and one of nature’s true gentlemen, John 
died last week, aged 86, at Horsey Hall, his home near 
Winterton-on Sea, Great Yarmouth. 

Descended from a long line of Norfolk squires and 
sportsmen, notably Sir Thomas Fowell Buxton who 
introduced capercailzie to Scotland in 1837 and 1838, 

his cousins the Owen Hugh Smiths who bought the 
estate at the head of Loch Aline that year. 

Under the tutelage of head stalker Mr John Munro, he 

old.  Hardly a stalking season passed when he wasn’t at 
Ardtornish and on the hill as a guest or leading his own 
party of family and friends which he enjoyed doing up 
until last October. 

Before television arrived in Morvern, John used to 

the Lochaline Village Hall. A favourite was a British 
Transport production called ‘Wild Highlands’ that he 

-
murchan in 1961 and which, judging by the number of 
people who turned up, was worthy of an Oscar. 

It was thanks to John Buxton and Christopher 
Cadbury, the well known Quaker philanthropist and 
conservationist, that the Rahoy Hills Reserve was 
acquired for the nation as a wildlife sanctuary for its 

John loved the deer and liked nothing better than 
being amongst them or stealing away alone from the 
house at daybreak to catch the call of the golden plover 
rising in the early morning sun above Achranich Hill or 
watching the stags challenging each other on the White 

It is sad to imagine Ardtornish bereft of his quiet, 

friends were John Buxton days. He resembled Kipling’s 
gardener. He is eternal.

SEA EAGLES are so common in Morvern these days 
that they are taken for granted and are hardly ever 
mentioned locally. 

Forty of so years ago it was entirely different. Each 
sighting was commented on and often written up in the 
local and national newspapers. 

One of the earliest appearances of a sea eagle in post war 
Morvern, that I know of, was reported in ‘The Scotsman’ 
in July 1958 by Miss Edith L O Taylor, who had been a 
guest of Mrs Evelyn Newton of Rahoy for many years. 

She recorded that one was observed on three occa-
sions at Rahoy during September and October in 1950.

It was described as a ‘large black eagle’ showing no 
white feathers on the tail, but with white circles on the 
underside of each of its outspread wings. Apparently the 
same bird was seen above Tobermory a few days later. 

Of even greater interest, perhaps, was Miss Taylor’s 
account of a ‘sea serpent’ which appeared at the north 
end of Rahoy, probably in the Carna Narrows, on Au-
gust 30 1950 and reported in ‘The Oban Times’ about 
three weeks later. 

A similar ‘beast’ had been seen near the coast of Har-
ris. It was described as having three ‘humps’ and was 
at least twenty feet long. One cannot help thinking the 
‘sea serpent’ was no more than a basking shark cruis-

Around this time, a young shepherd in North-West 
Sutherland, was allegedly attacked by a golden eagle 
which he had come on unexpectedly, killing a lamb – or 
so it was reported. 

However, when he was interviewed it appears that 
the boy found the eagle eating a dead lamb. As he 
approached it down-wind, the eagle, in order to rise, 

itself off the ground. 
The bird made no attempt to attack, but it must have 

been an unnerving experience for the young shepherd. 
I have often found eagles in Morvern too heavy to take 

to the air after gorging themselves on deer carcasses.
Iain Thornber iain.thornber@btinternet.com

John Buxton, Ardtornish: one of nature’s true gentlemen.
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FRIDAY January 17 marked 
exactly 10 years since Elaine 
Chalmers took on Dalmally 
Village Store.

Elaine was joined by children 
from the nearby primary school 
and residents who all wished 
her continued success.

Elaine took over the running 
of the Glenview store from 
Halbert and Betty Jamieson.

A REVEREND who captures 
the beauty of Loch Fyne through 
his camera lens has delivered his 

Church.
Reverend Louis Bezuiden-

hout, who is from South Africa, 
has served the congregation 

become a popular character 
within the community.  

Along with serving the 
congregation, which includes 
Cumlodden, Lochfyneside and 
Lochgair churches, the minister 
spends much of his spare time 
armed with his camera, 
photographing the area. 

He said: ‘I am going to miss 
the scenery and lovely view 
over the loch every day. I usu-
ally try to take a shot at sunrise. 
I really enjoy painting as well. 
It has been truly inspirational to 
live in an area that is so scenic 
and beautiful.’

Moving to the country in 
1999, Rev Bezuidenhout had his 

he served in Campbeltown, 
before moving to Dumfries. It 
was in 2009 that he chose to 
move back to the area, with his 

The couple set up home in the 
Manse, which over looks Loch 
Fyne. 

He said: ‘It is amazing to look 
out the window and wake up 
every morning here. I would 
often drive through here en 
route from Campbeltown and be 
amazed by the scenery.’ 

He has become known 
throughout the area for his love 
of photography and often shares 
his passion with locals at talks 
or events. 

But, it is not just the scenery 
Rev Bezuidenhout has come 
to love.  

‘I have come to appreciate 
the musical talents of the local 
adults and children. We have 
got a great choir at Cumlodden,’ 
he said. ‘At Inveraray Highland 
Games I was convenor for 
the pipe band, which I really 
enjoyed and have done every 
year since I came here.’ 

His next home will be in 
Moray, where he will serve the 
four small villages of Alvas and 

A COMMUNITY polytunnel 
project in Taynuilt has been so 

is expanding for 2014.
Lorn Organic Growers took 

over one of the polytunnels at 
the old Highland Heathers site 
at Glen Lonan last winter and 
has since grown a steady supply 
of vegetables for members’ own 
use and for sale in Graham’s 
Grocers in Taynuilt village.

The project has received £300 
from Taynuilt Community 
Windfarm Trust to pay the rent 
of the second tunnel for the 
next year, and a further £2,000 
from Argyll and Bute Council’s 
Health and Wellbeing Fund 
to go towards developing the 
new tunnel, which requires 

various repairs and a supply of 
topsoil and compost.  

The newly developed tunnel 
will be ready for use at the end 
of March and group members 
are all set to mentor new 
participants, if required. 

Marlyn Turbitt, one of the 

Rev Bezuidenhout often gets up early to capture the 
sun rising on Loch Fyne.

Reverend Louis Bezuidenhout delivered his final service after five years at Inveraray Parish Church. 06_

a03church01

INVERARAY

Burghead, linked with Findhorn 
and Kinloss.

While he is looking forward to 
the challenge that lies ahead he 
said he would miss the people 
on West Loch Fyne, who have 
become his friends and an 
inspiration. I think my highlight 
of being here is probably the 
fact it is a very small group of 
people we are working with 
- particularly the elderly and 
most senior members,’ he said.  

‘It is amazing to see what 
elderly people can still do. They 
are perhaps elderly by years, but 
are young at heart. I have made 
very good friends here and we 
would love to come back to this 
area again.’ 

During Rev Bezuidenhout’s 
last service he included the 

Church. 
It comes after work, costing 

£300,000, to make the building 
wind and water tight were 
completed in December. 

The project to restore the 
building was launched one year 
after Rev Bezuidenhout arrived 
and saw the community rally 
together to raise £20,000 for the 
project.

The completion of the church 
and the service, he said, marks 
the perfect end to his time in 
Inveraray. 

‘It is a sense of relief to see 
it completed and to see the 

church looking like this is 
great. Cumlodden, which also 
had work done to it by the 
congregation, and Inveraray are 
both beautiful. It was a small 
group of committed people who 
helped get the project going,’ 
he said. 

‘Many people raised funds 
and I’m so very grateful to 
everybody. We did gets grants, 
but it would not have been pos-
sible without the co-operation of 
the entire community.’

The service also provided 
an opportunity for friends and 

goodbyes.
Niall Iain MacLean, who 

has been session clerk at the 
church for 10 years, said Rev 
Bezuidenhout would be greatly 
missed. 

‘For me personally it has 
been a delightful experience to 
work along with him and I am 
going to miss him greatly,’ Mr 
MacLean said. 

‘No one knows the amount 
of work he has done to help 
preserve the church for another 
50 years.’ 

The successor to the parish 
is still unknown, but minister 
Robin Mackenzie from Strachur 

interim. 
Everyone was invited to attend 

the service and it was followed 
by a buffet in the church hall.

DALMALLY

Taynuilt Gaelic Choir was the first organisation to use the village’s new pavilion. The choir held its first practise of the year last 
Tuesday and members said they were impressed with the building. 

TAYNUILT

founder members of the project, 
said: ‘We had a very successful 

look forward to even more crops 
in 2014.

‘I am delighted with the 
funding we have been awarded 
and excited by the prospect 
of a larger group that will 

organic fruit and vegetables 
in a supportive community 
environment.’

The project is supported by 

John Lyon from the practice 
said: ‘We see direct links with 
our own aspirations to maintain 
and improve the health of our 
patient population, as there are 
obvious physical and mental 

abilities for those participating 
in the project; as well as 

community awareness of how 

to grow healthy foods, and from 
actually eating the produce,’

Lorn Organic Growers cur-
rently has eight members and 
six occasional helpers and will 
soon be joined by two young 
volunteers working towards 
their Duke of Edinburgh 
awards.

The project is open to anyone 
who would like to get involved 
in organic growing and 
producing their own crops.

The group can be contacted 
via email – lornorganicgrow-
ers@gmail.com – or phone 
group secretary Marlyn Turbitt 
on 01866 822 191.

Visitors to the polytunnel view the fruits of the past year’s 
labours. 

A DUROR church has been 
collecting educational materials 
for children in the world’s 
poorest communities. 

The guild and congregation 

with pencils, spoons, balls, 
pencil cases and clothes as part 
of a project by Mary’s Meals. 

KILCHOAN archaeology 
enthusiasts are determined to 
discover the story behind a 
mysterious stone circle.

The 12-metre wide ring is on 
Ardnamurchan Estate land and 
is thought to be at least 2,000 
years old. 

A newly founded group, 
Ardnamurchan Community 

what the stones were used for. 
Members suspect it could be an 
old circular meeting hut or the 
remains of a kerb cairn used as 
a burial up to 4,000 years ago. 

Landscape architect Dave 
Brown managed to hand-draw 
a grid of every stone in the 
circle and the result revealed the 
possibility of deliberate digging 
on the site.  

The next step will happen in 

The guild of  Duror Parish Church filled 26 backpacks with vital equipment for children in Malawi to 
take to school. 

DUROR
The charity sends the packs 

to children in Malawi, helping 
them to go to school. 

Guild member Janice 
Cameron told The Oban Times: 

came to the church to talk to us 

last year and we decided it was 
something we really wanted to 
do so we put it in the church 
magazine and spent a couple of 
months collecting donations.’ 

Mary’s Meals is a Scotland-
based charity that aims to help 
feed and educate children in 
Africa, Asia, Europe, Caribbean 
and South America. 

Landscape architect Dave Brown studied the stone circle at 
Ardnamurchan Estate using a tape measure and marked string. 

Photo: A Kilchoan Diary.

the summer and will involve 
peeling back a layer of soil 
at the rocks with the help of 
professional archaeologists 
Ardnamurchan Transitions 

Jon Haylett, a member of 
Ardnamurchan Community 
Archaeology told The Oban 
Times: ‘We can only see the 
surface right now. If we peel 
back the soil we can see the 
shape and markings of the 
stones and we’ll have a much 
better idea of what it could be. 

the middle. You never know 
who or what is in there but that’s 

what the stone circle is.’  

KILCHOAN

AN CRIDHE will welcome a 
Mull Theatre double-bill next 
month, with performances of 
Doras Dùinte and Rough Island 

COLL

-

released the dates and venues 

to commemorate the centenary 
of the Great War through a new 
project.

Gairm nan Gàidheal’ (Call of 

islanders’ experiences of the 

trenches, through drama, music 
and song.

-
tioners are working with local 
people to produce scripts for the 
new plays.

Date and locations: January 31 

‘Seall Seo’ performance - Har-
ris; February 21 – Sgoil nan 
Loch ‘ Seall Seo’ performance 
– Lochs; March 7 – Harris 
community production – Harris; 
March  14– Castlebay School 
performance – Barra; March 15 
– Barra community production 
– Barra; March 21 – Uist com-
munity production – Uist; March 
27 – Sgoil an Rubha ‘Seall Seo’ 

community production – Stor-
noway.

to communities across Scotland  
later in the year.  

WESTERN ISLES

GLENGARRY
GLENGARRY and District 
Community Association will 
hold its Burns Night in Glengarry 
Community Hall next Saturday, 
January 25 at 7.30pm. Music 
will be by David Bowen.

SPEAN BRIDGE

primary schools will learn how 
to be the best they can be as a 
motivational speaker is paying a 
visit. The schools are using the 

LOCHAWESIDE
A COMMUNITY company has 
been established to support some 
of the most isolated communities 
in North Argyll.

The South Lochaweside Com-

to support the villages and small 
populations along the south side 
of the loch.

Glenorchy and Innishail has 
granted £157 to help the group 
with set-up costs.

Meanwhile, the community 
council has also granted £2,250 

Committee.

FRUSTRATIONS over the 
condition and safety of roads in 
Glenorchy have prompted the 
area’s community council to 
take action.

Most of the issues reported to 
Glenorchy and Innishail Com-
munity Council relate to the A85 
trunk road.

Among the biggest concerns is 
the safety of the surgery junction 

-
ing right into the surgery and 
community centre.

The community council is now 
to compile a list of problems and 
circulate these to the relevant 
roads authorities.

A SURVEY on the deteriorating 
condition of the Bridge of Orchy 
Village Hall will be carried out, 
with a view to repairs being 
made.

Bridge of Orchy Village Hall 
Committee is currently raising 
funds to pay for a survey and 
last Wednesday secured £300 
from Glenorchy and Innishail 
Community Council.

The hall committee had 
requested £450 from the com-
munity council but said it could 
make up the remainder of the 
cost through its own funds.

In addressing fellow com-
munity councillors, secretary 
John Kerr explained the results 
of the survey would determine 
what would be required to bring 
the Bridge of Orchy hall up to a 
‘useable condition’.  

A SLEAT man has reported the 
-

sion in America. 
Angus Robertson, manager of 

Sleat Community Trust spent six 

GLENORCHY

BRIDGE OF ORCHY

coming to Coll.
Rough Island, by Nicola 

McCartney, tells the story of 
Live Aid when it was held on 
July 13, 1985.  The day would 
change the world and everyone 
wants to be at Wembley - but 
not everyone is.

The play tells the story of how 
on a beach on a tidal island, 
four young friends have a party 
and tune in to the greatest gig 
on earth. 

Then the tide comes in. 
Only three of them will come 
back. Nearly 30 years later, 
three friends stand on that 
same beach and search for the 
answer to what happened. The 
presentation is in English with 
Gaelic subtitles.

Catriona Lexy Campbell’s 
Doras Dùinte, which has a 

minimum audience age of 11, 
tells of how when alone on a 
stormy night in an isolated 
house, Lydia Ross awaits her 
new lodger. However, Lindsay 
Guthrie turns out not to be quite 
what she had in mind. 

This thriller looks at the 
toxicity of co-dependent 
relationships and just how 
far people will go to get what 
they want. A contemporary 
new Gaelic drama with 
English subtitles, animation and 
haunting soundscape.

run up to the Commonwealth 
Games as a launch pad for ac-

and becoming a well-rounded 
person. 

-
pion Andy McKechnie will visit 

on the 31st of this month to give 
a motivating talk to the pupils of 
both schools. 

This will be followed by work-
shops and a games afternoon, 
focusing on the Commonwealth 
Games. 

SLEAT

weeks touring New England to 
research rural retailing and ‘buy 
local’ projects. He has used his 

plans to put into practise in Sleat 
over the coming months. These 
include diversifying produce in 
the community shop, hosting 
small events and improving 
marketing. 

Mr Robertson said: ‘It was 
extremely interesting to research 
how New England and Scottish 
rural retail enterprise relates 
to one another. They both have 

and have similar issues compet-
ing against online retailers and 
out of town malls.’ 

A full report on the research 
can be viewed at www.andoras-
dearg.wordpress.com
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The Oban Times Bonnie Babies competition is back for 2014. Enter your little bundle of joy today for your chance to win a 
whopping £500 worth of vouchers to spend at The Co-operative! Plus, this year we will have £150 of vouchers for a second 
place winner and £100 of vouchers for third place. Just think how handy that would be after Christmas and New Year. 

The Co-operative Group is the UK’s largest mutual business, owned by nearly eight million members.  It is the UK’s 
fifth biggest food retailer operating across the country with almost 2,800 local, convenience and medium-sized stores, 
and is also one of Britain’s leading farming operations. Further information is available at www.co-operative.coop

HOW THE COMPETITION WORKS
The competition will take place in weekly rounds where readers are asked to vote for that week’s bonniest baby. For 
example, if your child is in week one and gets the most votes out of all the entries in that issue they will be entered 
into the grand finale. The baby who has the most votes from the grand finale, which will be held early next year, will 
be crowned the Bonniest Baby of 2014. It doesn’t matter which round your baby appears in, you can keep voting every 
week from the date your child appears until the voting deadline, which we will announce in a future issue. Voting for 
your wee one every week after they appear gives them the best chance to be crowned their week’s bonniest. We won’t 
count the votes to decide who goes into the grand finale until the voting deadline has been reached. Readers will be 
able to vote by text or by coupon, details of which will be printed when the weekly rounds begin.

HOW TO ENTER
We are now open for entries! The Oban Times Bonnie Babies 2014 is open to babies and toddlers born on or after 
February 1, 2011. Entrants must live in Argyll or West Highlands. You may also enter a child if you are a subscriber 
living outside this area. You can enter your child by posting us a photograph along with a signed entry coupon, see 
left, to The Oban Times, Bonnie Babies Entry, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Please make sure you write the name 
of the child, date of birth and a contact telephone number on the back of the photo. Should you wish your photo to 
be returned, please enclose a stamped addressed envelope. We will do our very best to return your photo but please 
make a copy just in case. You can also enter online by visiting www.obantimes.co.uk/bonniebabies. 

After you have entered your child, keep an eye on The Oban Times every week to see when your baby appears. 
The closing date for entries will be announced in a future issue. For rules and terms and conditions, visit 
www.obantimes.co.uk/bonniebabies or call 01631 568000.

Good luck!   

Terms & conditions: The Oban Times Bonnie Babies competition is open to babies and toddlers born on or after February 1, 2011. Entrants must live in Argyll or West 
Highlands. You may also enter a child if you are subscriber living outside this area. Only one entry per child.  By entering the competition and by filling in the parental consent 
form that is provided with your entry, you – the parent or guardian – consent to the reproduction of your child’s photograph in The Oban Times Bonnie Babies features in the 
paper and online and in any other related Oban Times Bonnie Babies promotions. If you do not wish for your child’s photo to appear in the newspaper or online then you 
should not enter the competition. The Oban Times cannot take responsibility for the safe delivery and safe return of the entrant’s photograph.  Photos posted in without an 
enclosed stamped addressed envelope will not be returned. Poor quality photographs, which are out of focus, difficult to see the child’s face, ripped, torn or folded, will not 
be accepted as an entry and will be returned to the sender providing a stamped addressed envelope is supplied by the entrant.  By sending us your photograph, you agree 
that Wyvex Media Ltd and The Oban Times have the right to publish the images and details of the entrant without payment for the purpose of promoting The Oban Times 
Bonnie Babies campaign(s). The winner must take part in publicity. Employees of Wyvex Media Ltd and their immediate family are not eligible to enter.

Child’s name.............................................................................................................
Child’s date of birth. .................................................................................................
Tel: ......................................................... Subscription No: (if applicable) ...................
Address: ..................................................................................................................
..................................................................................................................................
Name of parent/guardian.........................................................................................
Signature of parent/guardian...................................................................................
I agree to all terms and conditions applied to this competition (please tick) 

Please post to The Oban Times, Bonnie Babies Entry, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB.

Wednesday 29th Jan, 10.30 am 
Errol Airfield, Errol, Perth PH2 7TB

Full Online Bidding Available

morrisleslie.com
Morris Leslie

PLANT AUCTIONS

Call on 01821 642 940 or visit 
morrisleslie.com

2003 MF4345 4WD Tractor
2008 Benford 6T Swivel Dumper

2002 JCB Airmaster 4x4
2004 JCB 8014 Mini Digger

2003 Unimog U400 C/W Crane

1994 MF 860 Backhoe Loader
JLG 34 HAE Self Propelled Boom
Jungheinrich TFG 30 Gas Forklift
Fiat Hitachi FR 220 Loading Shovel
2008 Doosan DX55 C/W 4 buckets

This month’s plant auction has over 250 items including:

HALF PRICE
The Oban Times
*Subscribe to the Oban Times 
digital edition and save 50%. 
Details at 
www.obantimes.co.uk/digital

to order 
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www.
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After a pleasant voyage, we got safely and agreeablyinto the harbour of Tobermorie, before the wind rose. Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides, James Boswell.
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And when I came to a hill above Toigal I saw lying below me the 
mouth of the Morar River and a large bay of silver sand.In Scotland Again, HV Morton.
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YOUNG Alice Needham 
gave the Address to a Hag-
gis at Home Start Oban’s 
Annual Burns Supper on 
Sunday night.

Nearly 70 people crammed 
into the Waterfront Restau-
rant on Railway Pier for the 
event, which was organised 
by co-ordinator, Aileen 
Binner. 

The event is the biggest 
fundraiser for the family 
support charity, raising ap-

proximately £1,000 every 
year.

David Hodge gave the 
Selkirk Grace, while 
retired headteacher Jack 
Degnan gave The Immortal 
Memory. 

Toasting the Lassies was 
Dugald Cameron, with his 
wife Pauline giving the 
reply.

Alice, 9, a pupil at Loch-
nell Primary School, ‘was 
brilliant’, said dad Alex.

Chairman of Home Start Oban, Bob Clarke, is pictured 
helping Alice cut the haggis. ahead of Sunday’s Burns’ 

Supper. t04haggis1

Alice’s Address

‘Heated’ sea eagles meeting
SOARING numbers of sea 
eagles are causing farmers 
in Argyll losses by eating 
livestock, prompting calls 
for greater control of the 
species.

Estimates suggest there 
are now approximately 90 
of the birds circulating in the 
area, with the vast majority 
of nests found on the Isle of 
Mull.

Farmers say the birds take 
hundreds of lambs each year, 

while hare, goat and golden 
eagle numbers were also 
being hit by the raptors. 

At a heated meeting in 
the Royal Hotel in Oban 
last Friday, hosted by the 
National Farmers Union 
Scotland (NFUS), Scottish 
Natural Heritage’s (SNH) 
area operations manager 
Ross Lilley heard farmers 
call for more powers for the 
sea eagle stakeholder group, 
as well as the establishment 

of more localised groups.
Local NFUS secretary 

Euan Warnock said: ‘Around 
50 farmers attended the 
meeting and it was some-
times quite heated.  

Seriously
‘We left SNH in no doubt 

we wanted them to take the 
members’ concerns seri-
ously.

‘There are now in the range 
of 90 white tailed sea eagles 
in the Mull and Lorn area. 

That’s one sea eagle to each 
sheep farm in the district. 

‘It’s just time we sat down 
and quite reasonably discuss 
adaptive management.’

That could mean relocat-
ing birds, feeding them or 
felling potential nest sites 
near farms.

NFUS is now consulting 
members on proposals, 
with papers available on 
its website or from its local 

be returned by February 3.
Mr Lilley said: ‘The meet-

ing last Friday was very use-
ful; NFUS members made 
their views on sea eagles 
clear and there were some 
constructive suggestions for 
the future. 

‘We’re aware the NFUS 
members’ survey and we 
look forward to discussing 
ways forward once they 
have had time to analyse the 
results.’

A 75-YEAR-old man has 
been remanded in cus-
tody after appearing at Oban 
Sheriff Court last week on a 
petition alleging two counts 

The allegations relate to 
two separate incidents on 
January 7 and 8.

He has been fully commit-
ted for trial and is expected 
to appear in court in May.

Elderly man to 
face fire trial

Man held on 
drugs charges
A MAN appeared in private 
on petition at Oban Sheriff 
Court on Tuesday in relation 
to drugs charges.

The 24 year-old is alleged 
to have had heroin with 
intent to supply and being in 
possession of cannabis, both 
on January 13. No plea or 
declaration was given and he 
was remanded in custody.

KILMALLIE Hall will be 

when a leading wind cham-
ber group takes the stage at 
3pm.

Cuillin Sound, comprising 

Sarah Watts on clarinet 
and Laurence Perkins on 
bassoon, are performing at 
the venue as part of their 
Highland concert tour.

Kilmallie to host 
Cuillin Sound

‘ONE OF the best I’ve ever 
attended’ was how one per-
son described last Saturday’s 
ceilidh at Taynuilt which 
was enjoyed by a large and 
appreciative audience.

Oban Pipe Band pipe major 
Euan Dewar kicked off the 
ceilidh with an enjoyable 
selection of tunes, before 
three young members of 
the Adele Askew School of 
Dance, namely Zoe Brown, 
Emma Brown and Ashleigh 
Taylor, gave lively and en-
tertaining performances of 
both Highland and modern 
dance.

Oban High School’s 
Traditional Music 
Group, comprising Anna 
Garvin, Hannah Gillies, 
Ross Christie, James 
MacPherson, Merle 
Harbron, Kirsty Campbell 
and Kimberly Campbell, 

impressed the audience 
with some excellent musi-
cal performances. Further 
toe-tapping tunes came 
from Sileas Sinclair who 
was called into action at 
regular intervals to play her 
accordion.

Sileas was kept busy as 
she conducted the members 
of Oban Gaelic Choir who 
sang a number of beautiful 
Gaelic songs.

Five members of the choir, 
namely Christine Hill, 
Kirsty Duncan, Graham 
Campbell, Martin Charlton 
and Duncan MacDonald, 
also provided enjoyable solo 
singing.

Fear an Taighe was the 
Reverend Dugald Cameron 

smoothly and the audience 
amused throughout the 
evening.

Taynuilt ceilidh-goers 
hail ‘one of the best’

A HARRIS painter who went to Oban High School, Marga-
rita Williams, is one of two artists to win this year’s Charles 
Rennie Mackintosh Residency in Collioure, France. 

Margarita lives and works on Harris, where she was born, 
painting the landscape around her, focusing on the changing 

island. 
The other winner was George Donald, from Aberdeen.

Island artist’s Mackintosh award

A NEW BBC ALBA 
documentary is set to evoke 
memories of the 1960s BBC 
medical drama Dr Finlay’s 
Casebook when it hits TV 
screens on Monday.

Slàinte na Sgìre: An 
Island Practice’ will follow 
Dr Andrew Naylor of the 
Leverburgh Surgery on 
the Isle of Harris, and his 
doctor-crofter colleague, Dr 

Donald John Murray, from 
Ness in the Isle of Lewis, 
over a working season.

Having opted out of NHS 
24, it’s a round the clock 
commitment for Drs Naylor 
and Murray, who are the 

medical emergency because 
the Western Isles Hospital 
in Stornoway is 60 miles 
away.

Island doctors in focus

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes

LOCHABER High School is 
well on its way to becoming a 
centre for learning excellence, 
according to a glowing Educa-
tion Scotland inspection report 
published on Tuesday.

visit by a team of Her Majesty’s 
Inspectors of Education (HMIe) 
to the school in November, detail 
huge progress made by head 
teacher Jim Sutherland and his 
staff in recent years.

Mr Sutherland arrived at 
Lochaber High in May 2006 to 
implement an action plan after 
a damning inspection report in 

major areas of concern, includ-
ing the school’s reputation in the 
community, safety of pupils and 
senior management failings. 

to a remarkable turnaround - 
despite disruption from ongoing 
major refurbishment work.

Mr Sutherland told The Oban 

dire at the time of the last report 
in January 2006. But they are 
saying the exact opposite of that 

REPORT by 
STEPHEN NORRIS

snorris@obantimes.co.uk

the building blocks for a good 
school were here. There were 
good pupils and good staff but 
there were clearly some aspects 
of the school curriculum that 
needed to improve. My priority 
was a change to a more positive 
and rewarding culture.

‘Lochaber High School is 
a great school with fantastic 
pupils and a really good staff. 
We have worked really hard 
to give the kids good experi-

circumstances because we have 
been on a building site for the 
past few years.

‘There have been improve-
ments in exam results and we 
have closed the gap between the 
children who were not achieving 
so well with those at the top. 
Now a lot of pupils who previ-
ously were not achieving as well 
as they could are doing better.’

He added: ‘I am delighted with 

the report which recognises the 
good work that goes on in our 
school. This is a testament to the 
efforts of staff who work hard to 
give our young people excellent 
learning experiences. 

‘With the agenda set for 
further improvement, along with 

buildings, the local community 
can be proud of the service its 
school provides.’

In a letter to parents and car-
ers, HM Inspector Chris Webb 
said: ‘In national examinations, 
the school has made very sig-

improving the performance of 
lower attaining young people by 
the end of S4. 

‘In the last three years, there 
has been improvement in the 
proportion achieving awards at 
Higher by the end of S6 and, in 
this measure, young people now 
perform in line with or better 
than schools which serve similar 
communities.’

He added: ‘The school has 
very effective arrangements for 
consulting and communicating 
with parents. As a result of these 
approaches, the school has made 
particularly good progress in 
improving the quality of young 
people’s learning experiences 
and in raising levels of attain-
ment for young people by the 
time they leave school.’

Caroline Haines, chairman 
of the parent council, said: ‘I 
am extremely pleased that the 
efforts of the whole school com-
munity have been acknowledged 
in the report. 

‘Our parent council has an ex-
cellent working partnership with 
the school and it is gratifying 
that this has been recognised. 
As a parent, I am very proud that 
my children attend such a good 
school.’

Top marks: Head teacher Jim Sutherland and depute head teacher Donald MacLean, right, celebrate the positive Education Scotland 
report with pupils. 20_f04school01  

Lochaber High 
School is top
of the class

THE EDUCATION Scotland 
report on Lochaber High, 
published on Tuesday, awarded 
the school high marks almost 
across the board.

It found young people learn 
and achieve very well and had 
‘a consistently positive learning 
experience’ across the school. 

Almost all pupils were moti-
vated to learn and demonstrated 
a genuine enthusiasm for learn-
ing. Relationships between 
young people and staff were 
‘very positive’ while young 
people were well-behaved and 
friendly, and treated each other 
with respect.

Inspectors rated learners’ 
experiences and improvements 
in performance ‘very good’, the 
curriculum and improvement 
through self-evaluation ‘good’ 

and meeting learning needs 
‘satisfactory’.

All S1 pupils learn Gaelic 
and were motivated by making 
links to Gaelic speakers in 
Canada. However, they would 

-

Areas highlighted for future 
improvement included ‘ar-
rangements for managing and 
coordinating support for young 
people who require additional 
support with their learning’ 
and ‘tracking and monitoring’ 
of pupils’ progress.

The Oban Times understands 
Lochaber High School is the 

need a return visit by inspec-
tors since Education Scotland 
introduced new guidelines in 
August last year.

The report card: High marks all round

ENERGY giant SSE has come 

from a huge hydro project in 
the Great Glen once it starts to 
produce electricity.

The company won approval 
from Scottish Ministers last 
month for the £800 million 
project pumped storage scheme 
at Coire Glas near Invergarry.

SSE has pledged £500 per 
megawatt during the six-year 
construction phase - £300,000 
per year - for community proj-
ects.

But it has no plans to continue 
payments through Highland 

policy once turbines at the 600-
megawatt plant start turning.

The policy recommends wind 
farm and hydro developers pay 
£5,000 per installed megawatt 

throughout their projects’ life-
time, with cash split between a 
local fund, an area fund and a 
Highland Trust Fund.

If SSE met that obligation in 
full, £3 million would become 
available for community projects 
and initiatives across the region 
annually.

News of the zero contribution 
incensed local councillors Allan 
Henderson and Eddie Hunter 
- with Mr Henderson suggesting 
had Highland councillors known 
no cash would be forthcoming, 
their decision to recommend the 
scheme for approval to the Scot-
tish Government might have 
been different.

He told The Oban Times: ‘SSE 
have to pay their dues. It is abso-
lutely disgraceful and an insult 
to the good work previously 
done by [councillors] Michael 

Foxley and Donald Cameron to 
negotiate reasonable returns for 
the areas most affected by these 
schemes.

‘This is really disappointing for 
the Highlands and councillors 
who, in accepting this scheme, 
balanced the huge change and 
disruption to the landscape and 
householders against perceived 

Cllr Hunter said: ‘To say that 
I am disappointed is a bit of an 
understatement.

‘SSE are prepared to pay so 
much per megawatt during con-
struction but when Coire Glas 
comes on stream they are not 
prepared to pay any community 

‘I personally feel that is scan-
dalous when you consider the 
huge percentage of the popula-
tion in fuel poverty because of 

the extortionate price of electric-
ity and other fuels at a time when 

for its shareholders.’
An SSE spokesperson said: 

‘SSE’s company policy has 
always been to keep community 

our proposals completely sepa-
rate from the planning process. 

‘This means we deliberately do 
not discuss fund details during 
planning discussions as this may 

-
ence decision makers.

-

possible inconvenience caused 
to communities during the con-
struction phase of the project.

‘The proposal will bring 

the area, should we proceed into 
construction.’  

Cameron
Square
work
delayed

A MAJOR redevelopment of 
Cameron Square in Fort Wil-

delay, it has emerged.
Work had been expected to 

begin on reshaping the biggest 
public space on High Street im-
mediately after new year.

But contractors will not start 
on site on the £540,000 until 
February 10, Highland Council 
said.

Lochaber wards manager Dot 
Ferguson told the Oban Times: 
‘There has been a delay in get-
ting materials and the lead time 
is longer than expected. The 

‘We hope the scheme we be 
almost fully completed by the 
end of April.’

The new date means some of 
the spending on the revamp will 
have to carried over from this 

project was originally due to be 

Asked whether the delay would 
create any potential funding dif-

We will need to speak to our 

Under the refurbishment, a 
completely new public space 
will be created in the square 
with terraced seating round an 
amphitheatre for street perfor-
mances.

New lighting and street 
furniture will be installed, with 
surrounding building lit up to 
create a sense of atmosphere at 
night. The new-look square will 
also feature two grassed areas.

However, sculptures and a 
shelter over the performance 
area will not be included in 
the scheme because of budget 
constraints.

Instead, artwork left over from 
renovation of the underpass 
below the A82 will be installed, 
Ms Ferguson said.

SABHAL Mòr Ostaig UHI, the 
Gaelic college on Skye, has appoint-
ed a new director of organisational 
development and business.

Shona MacLennan has had close 
ties with SMO for many years and 

will lead on implementation of the 
college’s strategic plan 2012-17, as 
well as co-ordinating college activi-
ties.

Ms MacLennan, who is originally 
from Spean Bridge, said: ‘The ap-

pointment brings me the oppor-
tunity to use my passion for the 
Gaelic language and a wide range of 
professional skills and experience in 
an institution I have long admired.’

Right: Shona MacLennan. 

REPORT by 
STEPHEN NORRIS

snorris@obantimes.co.uk

SMO announces new appointment

NEWSDESK 
01631 568000

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes
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women
in business

Argyll and Bute Council’s Business Gateway team is here to help 
both established businesses  and those thinking of taking the 

free help through attending workshops, meeting an experienced 

discuss anything relevant to your business - from how to register 

Since 2009 the local Business Gateway team have handled 
enquiries from over 5,000 businesses and potential entrepreneurs 

and as well as business advisers being regularly available in 

Argyll’s main towns they have planned a series of ‘Meet the 
Adviser’ sessions to take place in some of our more rural areas 

excellent opportunity to discuss plans with an experienced 

Anyone looking to meet with Angela or Barbara should phone 

Avalon is a family run hair and beauty 
salon where you can enjoy all our hair 
and beauty services at amazing prices! 

We are also joined by the talented 

a full range of beauty and massage 
services including microdermabrasions 

offer you everything you would expect 
from a hair and beauty salon and much 

and modern approach to hairdressing 
between us, we can offer our clients 
the skill, experience and passion to 
ensure they get exactly what they wish 
for! We aim to provide an environment 
where everyone is relaxed, happy and 
comfortable enough to have a laugh, a 

chat and feel like they belong! Along with 
a professional, friendly service, at very 
competitive prices, we are also happy to 
offer a complimentary collect and drop off 

We also offer a unique opportunity in 
salon to experience a one to one reading 

Fiona McGlynn

 Fiona McGlynn graduated from Glasgow 
University with a BSc in maths and 

Fiona runs the busy “Charity & Audit 

the increasingly complex rules for chari-

“We act for charities and other organisa-
tions of all shapes and sizes, and are 
experienced in charity accounting at all 

Associates for 23 years and she and 
the other three partners have grown and 

to be pro-active in assisting all types 
of clients with their business, tax and 

Mandy Carmichael joined 
the team at Dawsons in 2007 
and bought the business from 
its founder, Sandy Dawson, 
in 2009.  Mandy, who comes 
from an entrepreneurial 
family  background, had 
always wanted to run her 

own business and saw this as 

this  ambition by taking on a 
well established and highly 
respected estate agency.  This 
year Dawsons Estate Agents 
is proud to celebrate its 40th 
anniversary with the launch 

of a new website, including 
a mobile site and Facebook 
business page and will always 
continue to maintain it’s ethos of 
providing exceptional customer 
care and superior service 
backed by experienced and 
professional estate agents.

First Steps Nursery celebrates its 15th 

previously opened a day nursery in 
Surrey in 1991 Ann then saw the potential 

building is ideally suited as a nursery 

Since opening her gates in 1999 Ann has 
provided both employment and training 

childcare apprenticeship schemes in the 

children from birth to 5 years has enabled 
parents to follow their career paths in the 
safe knowledge that their children are 
being cared for and nurtured in a safe 

registered for 43 children daily and works 

week,  in early March, the Nursery will 
be running a fantastic competition where 
each child, upon registration with us, will 

family win 2 free wraparound sessions at 
First Steps per week for one school year!!   

With the new school term approaching we are taking bookings, for enquiries call 01631 
567491 or visit our website for further information and a look at our wonderful testimonials, 

Croft Road | Oban | Argyll | PA34 5JL 
Tel: 01631 567491   www.firststepsoban.co.uk

health & wellbeing products on-line 
to support your physical, mental and 
emotional wellbeing, with a focus on 
products to help energise & revitalise, 
naturally! All products have been 

ingredients, convenience, and award 

and pains zapping your energy? We 
have natural products to help manage 
and address minor aches and pains, 

We also have some award winning 
‘pampering products’ to ‘feed your soul’ 
from the outside-in, helping you recover 
in style after your training or a hard 

Follow us on www.facebook.
com/revivalivabiz, or sign 
up to our newsletter at www.
revivaliva.com  to keep 
informed on products and the 
upcoming Free Trial of a 4 
week Patrick Holford Zest4Life 
Nutrition & Weight Loss 
Programme (limited places)! 
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before 28 February 2015?
Yes? 

before 28 February 2015 are eligible to be enrolled for Primary 1. Enrolment will 
take place week commencing 27 January 2014.

Although you may wish that your child attends a school other than your local primary 

Placing requests are not required for Gaelic Medium education or for those eligible 
to attend a denominational school.
When to enrol your child? Where What to bring
3.00pm  27 January – 31 January 2014 Local Primary School Child’s birth certificate

dh’aois ro 28 Gearran 2015?
Bidh?

Bidh an ath sheisean sgoile a’ tòiseachadh air 19 Lùnastal 2014.  Faodaidh clann a 
bhios còig air no ro an 28 Gearran 2015 a bhith air an clàrachadh airson P1.  Bidh 
an t-seachdain chlàrachaidh a’ tòiseachadh air 27 Faoilleach 2014.

Ma tha sibh airson ’s gun tèid an leanabh agaibh gu sgoil eile seach a’ bhun-sgoil ion-
adail, feumaidh sibh an clàrachadh aig a’ bhun-sgoil ionadail an toiseach, agus iarrtas a 

Chan eil feum air iarrtas airson àite-sgoile airson Foghlam tro Mheadhan na Gàidh-
lig no dhaibhsan a tha airidh air roghainn airson sgoil buidhne.
Cuin a chlàras sibh an leanabh agaibh? Càite Dè bheir sibh leibh?
3.00f  27 Faoilleach – 31 Faoilleach 2013 A’ Bhun-sgoil Ionadail Teisteanas breith an leanaibh

SCHOOL ENROLMENT

OT

Lochaber spirits lifted as 
distillery plan approved
A LOCHABER whisky company 
is raising a glass after Highland 
Council gave its plans for a new 
distillery and visitor centre in 
Morvern the green light.

Drimnin Distillery Limited 
(DDL) will create the new facil-
ity on Drimnin Estate with the 
promise of a local jobs bonanza 
in the sparsely populated area.

The single malt whisky plant 
will be housed in two unused 
former farm buildings overlook-
ing the ferry to Mull, with a 
renovated Victorian greenhouse 
at the front giving views across 
the water to the island. 

Spirit of Morvern: an artist’s impression of how the new distillery at Drimnin will look. 

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Another existing barn will be 
extended to store barley and two 
new sheds will be built for cask 
storage.

The plant will produce 100,000 
litres of pure alcohol per year, 
the equivalent of around 250,000 
bottles.

A total of nine jobs will be cre-
ated across three areas - produc-
tion, the visitor centre and sales 
and marketing.

Project director Annabel 
Thomas told The Oban Times: ‘It 
is great news - we are extremely 
pleased. Local people have been 
very supportive and there were 

no opposers in the planning 
process. Receiving planning 
permission is a very important 
milestone for us, but only the 

-
duction can commence. 

raise equity has resulted in a 
number of individuals becoming 
shareholders from across the 
UK. An important next step is 
raising further funding. 

‘Once this has been completed 
we will commence construction 
which we expect to be in 2014, 
followed by production the fol-
lowing year.’

She added: ‘We think the dis-
tillery should create more than a 
50 per cent uplift in employment 
in Drimnin. 

‘We would hope it will have 
an extremely positive impact 
on the area, which was part of 
our motivation for the distillery 

‘Hopefully the distillery will 
be transformational - and will 
consolidate some of the gains 

made in the locality over the 
years.’ The company will oper-
ate independently of Drimnin 
Estate, but will lease the site 
from the landowner, who will 
supply the distillery with hydro-
electricity, water and woodchip 
for its biomass boiler.   

A separate planning application 
submitted by the estate to High-
land Council for the hydro plant 
is still pending consideration. 
Drimnin will be the second new 
craft distillery in west Lochaber 
with Adelphi’s plant at Glenbeg 
in Ardnamurchan about to enter 
production.

A NEW distillery in remote west 
Lochaber is nearing completion 
- and now the company behind 
the venture wants someone to 
design the gates into the court-
yard.

Adelphi Distillery Ltd is look-
ing for local design students 
or designers to come up with 
ideas for the grand entrance at 
Ardnamurchan Distillery in 

prize.
The gates will be approxi-

mately four metres wide and two 
metres high at the central point.

An Adelphi spokesperson 
said: ‘We are delighted to offer 
designers and design students 
in the area of Fort William and 
Lochaber the chance to show 
their creativity in designing the 
courtyard gates of Scotland’s 
newest distillery.

‘We are looking for a smart 
double-wing gate, including our 
logo and/or mascot, to be placed 
at the front of our visitor centre 
and production building. 

‘The prize will be one bottle 
of Adelphi cask strength single 
malt whisky worth up £100 and 

a reference for your portfolio.’
Closing date for the competi-

tion will be February 9. 
The distillery and visitor centre 

could bring up to 14,000 visitors 
to Ardnamurchan when fully 
operational. 

Up to seven jobs could be cre-
ated at the plant under distillery 
manager Graeme Bowie, who 
was previously assistant man-
ager at Balblair Distillery.

Around 100,000 litres of pure 
spirit will be produced annually, 
rising to no more than 300,000 
litres over time.

An artist’s impression of how Ardnamuchan Distillery will look 
once finished - now all that is needed are the courtyard gates.

Whisky company calls on local designers

Plan for new Fort William 
supermarket to be lodged
A PROPERTY developer will lodge 
a planning application to build a 
small supermarket on a Fort Wil-
liam site, it has emerged 

Morbaine Ltd already has 
permission for a ‘non food’ outlet 
at North Road but needs further 
authorisation to build a food store 
on the land. 

The move is the latest in a 
protracted series of negotiations 
between Highland Council and the 
company dating back to 2007. 

Previously an application for 
‘bulky goods’ and ‘non food’ 
developments was accepted but the 
planning committee rejected a bid 
for food outlet in the retail park on 
the A82. 

Currently the company has per-
mission for around 55,000 sqft of 
retail space, half for general retail 
and half for bulky goods such as 
furniture and DIY products.

Morbaine director Alex Brodie 

was too early to reveal the name of 
the potential supermarket. 

He told The Oban Times: ‘We 
haven’t lodged a planning applica-
tion yet because we’re still in legal 
talks with the tenants. 

‘If all goes well it will be a small 
supermarket, it’s a national name 
but they wouldn’t want me to reveal 
it while they’re still at the legal 
stage.’ 

The latest development comes 
after Tesco put its plans for a su-

permarket on the Blar Mhor outside 
Fort William on hold.

Mr Brodie said: ‘That has had an 
indirect impact on our plans. We 
have had a bumpy road with this 
site for many years. There’s a lot 
of policy and politics involved but 
now we have a better market for the 
store.’

The property developers will hold 
a public consultation and hope to 
lodge a formal planning application 
in two months. 

Highland Council survey to help 
inform the future fare structure 
on Corran Ferry is to go before 
the Transport, Environmental 
and Community Services Com-
mittee on February 6.

A total of 593 responses were 
received online via the council’s 

out on the ferry over the festive 
period.

Some 20 local businesses con-
tacted by phone also provided 
valuable data for the study report.
The local authority operates a 
15-hour per day shuttle service 
across the Corran narrows and 
maintains two vessels, the MV 
Corran and the replacement 
ferry, MV Maid of Glencoul.

But it faces having to increase 
fares to bridge the £200,000 
shortfall in order to meet the 
estimated £1.3 million annual 
running costs.

A full single fare currently 

drops to £2.23 for those buying 

a book of 30 single tickets. Pas-
sengers on foot or in vehicles 
travel free.

At the meeting, the commit-
tee will agree a proposal for 
consultation with the Lochaber 
area committee and the local 
community before a recom-
mendation is presented to the 
committee on May 15.

Chairman Graham Phillips 
thanked both visitors and the lo-
cal community for the ‘excellent 
response’.

He said: ‘It gives us a good 
understanding of the local 
economic issues governing the 
fare structure. The service is one 
of the best used in Scotland and 
we fully recognise the importance 
of the service to local people and 
visitors/holidaymakers alike.
‘At the same time, we have to 
reduce the gap between rising 
operating costs and the income 
we generated from fares.’

Vehicles using the service total 
290,000 per year along with an 
estimated 500,000 passengers.

Committee to review 
Corran Ferry fare report

Choir’s fond farewell 
to conductor Chrissie 
CHRISSIE MacEachen, the 
long-time tutor and conductor 
of Gaelic youth choir Còisir Og 
Lòchabair, has called it a day 
after 26 years.

Her retirement means the end 
for the choir, which was a regu-
lar winner of competitions at the 
Royal National Mòd.

Chrissie, from Caol, who won 
the traditional gold medal at the 
Portree Mòd in 1982, travelled 
round Lochaber schools to 
provide expert tuition so Còisir 
Og Lòchabair could win every 
year at the mòd. She and her late 
husband Ronald fundraised to 
pay for travel and accommoda-
tion costs.

Now that the choir no longer 
exists, Chrissie decided its 
£2,811 surplus should go to the 
Gaelic choir at Fort William RC 

Primary School in the hope that 
Lochaber’s proud tradition of 
competing on the national stage 
can continue.

Chrissie, 78, who is originally 
from Iochdar in South Uist, told 
The Oban Times: ‘The money 
was left from donations that I 
and my husband Ronald raised.

‘I don’t know if anybody else 
will take it on. If the children 
want any help they can come 
here - but I don’t know if I can 
get 26 of them into the living 
room!’ She added: ‘I could not 
have done any of this without 
the parents.’

Thanking Chrissie, Fort 
William RC head teacher Kim 
Bentley said the donation would 
allow the choir to compete at the 
Royal National Mòd at Inverness 
this October.

Chrissie, centre, with Fort William RC head teacher, Kim Bentley, 
former Meur Lochabair chairman Charlie MacColl, and young 

school choristers, left to right, Raghnall MacKinnon, Jana Nanacz, 
Cara Hegarty and Tara Watson. 

LOCHABER Food Bank has started vital 
training to make sure provisions are reach-
ing people in need. 

Members of organisations who either give 
out food vouchers already or are interested 
in doing so gathered in the food bank on Fort 
William High Street for an introduction to 
training from Highland food bank develop-

The session discussed how to allocate 
emergency provisions outside of opening 
hours, knowing when to refer clients to fur-
ther help and how to prevent people ‘playing 
the system’ when they don’t need the food. 

The charity’s secretary Pat McQueenie 
said: ‘It is simply so voucher issuers can 
get together for information and have any 
questions answered as well as get to know 
each other. 

‘The food bank is doing great and I have 
good reason to be proud because Lochaber 
is the only area in the Highlands that has a 
doctor registered as a voucher holder.’ 

Members of 14 agencies in Lochaber at-
tended the meeting including Fishermen’s 
Mission Mallaig, Lochaber Housing As-
sociation, Job Centre Plus, The Salvation 
Army and local churches.

Food bank volunteers prepared

A WORLD-leading diver training 
base at Fort William is in the run-
ning for two prestigious industry 
accolades.

The Underwater Centre has been 

Business Awards as well as the 
2014 SPE Offshore Achievement 
Awards.

The company earned the nomina-
tions for an affordable training 
programme designed to address a 
shortage of skilled divers in the oil 
and gas sector. 

awarded £490,000 by the Scottish 
Government’s Energy Skills Chal-
lenge Fund, managed by Skills 
Development Scotland (SDS), to 
provide training places at half the 
normal cost.

So far, almost 70 candidates, all 
based in Scotland, have taken ad-
vantage of the discount to become 
commercial divers.

General manager Steve Ham said: 
‘The aim of the initiative was to 
address the much discussed skills 

gap across the industry, and the 
project sought to create a means 
for workers to transfer their land-
based engineering, fabricating 
and construction skills to create 
opportunity for Scottish workers in 
the subsea sector.

‘It is really heartening to see that 
we are being recognised by our in-
dustry peers, and we are delighted 
to have been shortlisted in both of 
these prestigious awards.’

He added: ‘We will continue 
to work with SDS in an effort to 

ensure that we can support this 
initiative in years to come.’

The Underwater Centre is the 
only training centre in the world 
that offers the full range of Health 
and Safety Executive (HSE) com-

and mixed gas diver training.
It operates from a pier extending 

into Loch Linnhe, where water 
depths of 150 metres  provide ideal 
conditions for commercial diving 
and remotely operated vehicle 
training.

Industry recognition for Fort William dive company  

A VETERAN Scottish climber, 
writer and instructor has been 
named as the seventh recipi-
ent of Fort William Mountain 
Festival’s annual Scottish Award 
for Excellence in Mountain 
Culture.

Andy Nisbet will be formally 
presented with the accolade 
during the festival on Saturday, 
February 22.  

Mr Nisbet, 60, has compiled 
accurate and detailed record 
of tens of thousands of climbs 
across Scotland in the Scottish 
Mountaineering Council’s 
climber’s guidebook series.

He has almost 1,000 new win-
ter routes to his name and over 
the decades has compiled far 

any other Scottish climber.
His guidebooks have intro-

duced many climbers to new 
cliffs and corners of the country 
they might not otherwise have 
discovered.

Mr Nisbet, from Boat of Gar-
ten in Strathspey, told The Oban 
Times: ‘I am delighted with the 
award - it is a great honour and 
quite a surprise.

‘I wondered if the award is 
because of all the books I have 
written on Scottish winter 
climbing, but it was probably 

have done over the years and 
the publicity that has brought to 
Scottish winter climbing too.’

The award celebrates the 
achievements of one inspiring 
individual and their outstand-
ing contribution to Scotland’s 

and literature.
The festival runs from Febru-

ary 19-23.

Andy Nibet. Photo: Simon Richardson.

Veteran climber’s 
Fort William award

Skye cemetery 
dyke to be rebuilt 
A DYKE round an ancient cem-
etery in northwest Skye is to be 
rebuilt under a traditional skills 
and heritage project.

Glendale Community Council 
has been awarded £34,000 from 
the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) 
for the work.

Up to six local volunteers 
will receive dry stone walling 

the rebuild.
Four English-Gaelic work-

shops to research and record the 
history of Glendale Cemetery 
also form part of the project.

Historical remains at the 
cemetery beside the river Ha-
mara, include the burial place 
of a Viking prince, a rare 15th 
century grave slab depicting a 
harpist and the stone ruins of a 
13th century chapel. 

Glendale commnity cuncillor 
Stuart Edinburgh said: ‘We are 
delighted to have received the 
support of the Heritage Lottery 
Fund. 

‘The project will be a lasting 
legacy for generations to come 
as well as providing an oppor-
tunity to maintain rural skills 
while learning more about our 
local heritage.’

Bag missing
A WOMAN’S handbag went 
missing after she left it unat-
tended while out socialising at 
the Skipinnish nightclub in Fort 
William on Sunday night.

Police said the bag, which 
contained personal items, may 
have been taken by accident. 

THE DRAW for Fort William 
FC’s 300 Club took place at Clag-
gan Park on Saturday. Winners: 
£200 - E MacLeod; £50 - I and P 
Abernethy; £25 - M MacMillan; 
£25 - DC MacDonald.

300 Club draw

Chemical alert after liquid spillage
HAZARDOUS liquid leaking from a 
lorry sparked a chemical alert in Fort 
William on Friday.

West End Car Park was cordoned 
off for around two hours from 11am.

dealt with the incident. A Scottish 
Fire and Rescue special hazardous 
materials unit was also despatched to 
the scene from Inverness.

The alarm was raised after the HGV 
had been pulled off the A82 by the 
Driver and Vehicle Standards Agency 
for an inspection.

-
son said. It is believed they contained 

breathing apparatus cleared the spill-
age with sand.

The West End Car Park in Fort William was 
cordoned off for two hours as firefighters dealt 

with the spillage. 20_f04spill01



As registered digital installer and the only one in Argyll 
approved by the Registered Digital Institute, LTV offers 
a full package service. 
The Institute vets every one of its members to make 
sure that each professional has received the relevant 
training for the services advertised and that any 

are up to date. 

satellite broadband installer. 

and smart TV installs, to name only a few range of 
services offered from LTV.  

for many high street shops, department stores and 

Tesco.

LTV started in business eight years ago and for the past 

business, going from opening only a few hours 

with a wide variety of products and services 
available including confectionery, chilled and 
frozen goods, household goods, Lottery and 
much more.  As if running a thriving local 

business wasn’t challenging enough, Alastair 
is also a passionate politician after recently 
standing for in the local council elections and, 
most promisingly, taking a step further in his 
career by being accepted onto the approved 
list of candidates for parliamentary selection.

own, small, share-trading portfolio which has 
proven great success. 

strongly about the environment as well as 
being an integral part of setting up the Better 

been recently appointed as vice chairman of 
the Islay Community Council. Better Together 
is the cross party campaign that promotes the 

men
in business

Oban Stove Centre only deals 
with Quality stove manufactur-
ers. Rest Assured you are 
buying from an experienced 
Family business that genuinely 
has an interest at heart.
We are based in Oban town 
Centre with stoves on display 

ranging form traditional, 
contemporary, wood/multifuel 
stoves, range cookers from 
Everhot and Rayburn.
Absolutely everything you will 
ever need for stoves and all 
under one roof. Oban Stove 
Centre are premier dealers in 

all Top Marques with brands 
such as: Jotul, Morso, Charn-
wood, Esse, Ruegg, Stuv, Aga 
and Rayburn.
Come in today to see our 
experienced, friendly and 
informative staff.

BLOCKED DRAIN?
Drain and septic tank survey, 

installations and repairs
Call 24/7 - 01369 840367

Your No 1 for drainage in Argyll
ABEL Drainage & Groundworks

contractor undertaking all aspects of drainage, 
CCTV surveys and providing waste solutions for 
the domestic, commercial and industrial markets. 
Based in Argyll, we are ideally located to provide 
professional, coverage for our clients. 

hour service and particularly our ability to solve 
problematical situations for our clients.

of sewage plants and rain water harvesting systems.  
requirements and provide a cost effective solution.

both advanced specialist techniques such as CCTV 
drain surveys, as well as the more traditional ones; 
when required to problem solve and implement the 
best solutions for rehabilitation work on private drains 
and private or public sewers. 

We are reputable family run 
business serving the needs of the 
agricultural industry along with 
the wider rural sectors including 
smallholders, country estates and 
equestrian yards. We focus on 
the sale of new and used tractors, 
agricultural machinery, ATV’s and 
quad bikes stocking one of Scot-
land largest range from all leading 

manufacturers.

ATV’s & Quads, Fleming agricul-
tural machinery & attachments, 
Wessex professional ATV equip-
ment, Westwood grounds care 
products and a comprehensive 
range of Bepco and ATV City spare 
parts and accessories are available 

from our parts department.
In addition to sales, we offer 
workshop facilities, UK wide 

global export service.
We have the knowledge and 
experience to offer a professional 
service at all times.

gordonagri.co.uk

customers.

-

chefs who marry their knowledge with the demands of the 

used imaginatively and simply to produce well cooked meals 
at a fair and reasonable price. 

with it’s own individual features and style. All have been 
sensitively and carefully restored in keeping with the building, 
it’s history and it’s architecture, making each one individually 

four poster beds.

a good quality product and service at a fair price.

John MacAlister (Oban) Ltd

24 HOUR CONTACT
07712 554651, 07917 489084, 07748 960252
OFFICE 01631 570893  WORKSHOP 01631 566095
FAX 01631 563565   EMAIL: john@jmacoban.co.uk

• TRAILER REPAIRS
• FABRICATION OF

HYDRAULIC 
PIPES & HOSES

•  AUTO & MARINE 
ENGINEERING SERVICES

•  REFRIDGERATED
TRANSPORT

LOW LOADER TRANSPORT
give up the sea and attend to these matters 

Ltd. The companies now operate seven 

into refrigerated transport which transport 

regular service around twice per week to 

an engineering workshop, manufacturing 
hydraulic hoses and repair work to both 

Star Fishing 
Company Ltd

Fishing Vessel Owners 
and Agents
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Rutherfords salon has recently changed 
hands and now has the talented Allan 

Rutherfords.

The salon will once again be looking 

about their upcoming training opportuni-
ties and about entering a variety of 
industry competitions throughout the 
year.
Allan and the team aim to offer clients a 

services to suit all budgets. Rutherfords 

stockists of the Label M hair care range.
Don’t forget to visit the facebook page 

-
therfords , to see what the team are 

offers/promotions!!



GLASGOW LETTER

YOUR LETTERS

THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 words in 
length for publication on this page. 

The editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or to 
refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses must be sup-
plied, including on emails, to indicate good faith. A daytime 

Anonymous letters or those supplied without a contact telephone 
number will not be printed. 

Please write or fax to: Letters page, The Oban Times, 
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

PRESS POLICY

WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all 
our reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on 
occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of producing 
the biggest local newspaper in the West Highlands.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in 

Editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB giving 
your day-time telephone number where possible. This statement 
of policy will appear on this page every week along with any 

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commis-
sion’s Code of Conduct. 

The views expressed in The Oban Times are not necessarily 
those of this newspaper.

&  W E S T  H I G H L A N D  T I M E S

www.obantimes.co.uk

Thursday 23 January, 2014 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 11LETTERS

Beachd Ailein
Ailean Caimbeul

SPONSORS

THE OBAN TIMES
GENERAL KNOWLEDGE              

CROSSWORD

LAST
week’s
SOLUTION

SPRING
EDITION
OUT NOW

L
1

T
2

T
3

O
4

P
5

F
6

B
7

E G O N E P
8

R O V E N

E N A T O C

T
9

W I G C
10

H I L L O U T

A H C S N

B
11

Y E B
12

Y E S T
13

I L D E

L R H
14

D

B
15

R
16

O O M T
17

I M E L A
18

G

H O P
19

M M

S
20

E A M L E S S C
21

L U E

S I T E U L

N
22

U A N C E L
23

I B D E M

S G R F E T

www.scotsheritagemagazine.com

Across
1 Dig (6)
4 One who is picked on (6)
9 Level of noise (7)
10 Fool (5)
11 Fight (5)
12 Pertaining to potatoes and carrots maybe 

(7)
13 Roll container (11)
18 Two continents brought together (7)
20 Add up (5)
22 Three-masted vessel (5)
23 Inlet of water (7)
24 Couch (6)
25 Very thin (6)

Down
1 Place under obligation (6)
2 Pelvic bones (5)
3 Five-lobed flowers (7)
5 Cake topper (5)
6 National flower (7)
7 Spot (6)
8 Plant to hold out to offer peace (5,6)
14 Cheese and egg dish (7)
15 Delay in progress (3-4)
16 Reference of communication depending on 

knowing context (6)
17 Not the main event on stage (6)
19 Plinth (5)
21 Flax fabric (5)

NUAIR A THA CUIDEIGIN a’ seasamh chòraichean àraid 
fad ùine mhòr, thathas a’ sùileachadh  na chanas e neo i air 
a’ chuspair agus, gu ìre, tha sin a’ lagachadh teachdaireachd 
sam bith a bheir iad am follais. 

Sin mar a tha mi fhìn a’ faireachadh a tha mi a thaobh 

dè tha mi dol a ràdh ma deidhinn. 
Chan e buileach pìobaire an aona phuirt a th’ annam saoilidh 

mi, ach tha mo bharail air cuid a rudan cunbhalach.  
Ach chan eil mi eadar-dhealaichte bho mhòr-shluagh na 

h-Albann san t-seadh sin, oir tha beachdan daingeann air 
iomadh cuspair bitheanta san dùthaich seo. 

Gu mì-fhortanach, tha dalm-bheachd am measg sin agus 
na phàirt de dhualchas cuid a choimhearsnachdan, ged nach 

a leithid! 
‘S e pàirt de nàdar mhic an duine a bhith ro dheiseil tàire 

a dhèanamh air feadhainn a tha lag agus ged nach eil bur-
raidheachd den t-seòrsa sin sònraichte dha Alba, ‘s e adhbhar 
nàire a th’ anns na th’ againn dheth an seo.  

‘S dòcha mar sin nach bu chòir dhuinn annas sam bith a 
ghabhail às a’ bhurraidheachd a tha uimhir de luchd nam 
meadhanan a’ dèanamh air a’ Ghàidhlig.  

Tha iad a’ faicinn coimhearsnachd beag lag aig nach eil cus 
dìon laghail air a cuid cànain is cultair, agus tha iad an ìre 
mhath cinnteach nach tig peanas sam bith orra ged a dhèa-
nadh iad tàire air muinntir na coimhearsnachd sin.  

Sin mar a th’ air a bhith fad linntean, agus dh’fhàillig 
fòghlam na dùthcha leis nach deach ionnsachadh dha gine-
alaichean de dh’ òigridh gum bheil còir aig a h-uile duine, 
agus an cuid cànain is cultair, air spèis is urram.  

Tha aithisg Chomhairle na h-Eòrpa ceart ann a bhith ag 
ràdh gum bheil na meadhanan a’ dèiligeadh gu mì-dhòigheil 
ri coimhearsnachdan mion-chànanan Bhreatainn, le Gàidhlig 
nam measg sin, ach tha iad air a bhith ga fhaotainn leotha cho 
fada ‘s nach eil e gu bhith soirbh cùisean atharrachadh.  

Agus feumar faighneachd am bheil da-rìribh rùn an seo 
atharrachadh a dhèanamh co-dhiù.  

Chualas an seòrsa cronachaidh a th’ aig Comhairle na h-
Eòrpa roimhe is cha d’ atharraich dad, is canaidh mòran nach 
bi cùisean eadar-dhealaichte an turas seo a bharrachd.  

Ach a dh’aindeoin sin, ‘s fhiach an cronachadh an t-saothair, 
agus faodaidh fìrinn buaidh a chosnadh ri ùine !  

Ged dh’èignichear an seanfhacal, cha bhreugaichear e! 

FOLLOWING A REPORT from the Committee of Experts of 
the European Charter for Regional and Minority Languages 
on how the UK’s implementation of binding commitments of 

Committee of Ministers has criticised UK media attitude to 
minority languages.

Gaelic speakers are well accustomed to ill-informed and 
venomous attacks in the media and as previous appeals 
for fairness have brought no improvement nothing will be 
expected to change now either!

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campell)
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

St Columba Parish Church 1908
Tom Loughray of Edinburgh submitted this week’s flashback photograph which features St Columba Parish Church in George Street, 
Oban. The church was demolished in the mid-1950s apart from the building on the right. Prints or emails must be accompanied by a 

caption, name, address and telephone number. Anyone wishing prints returned must supply a stamped addressed envelope.

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Celtic Connections 
2014
FOR MUCH of the year the 
theme in this column is one of 
declining attendances at func-
tions but that is certainly not the 
case as Celtic Connections 2014 
gets underway with many of the 
concerts being completely sold 
out, some many weeks ago.  

The Opening Concert was 
one of those and those fortunate 
enough to be present were 
rewarded with an evening of 
outstanding music, with the 
classically trained Nicola Bene-
detti performing alongside many 
traditional musicians and who 
better than Duncan Chisholm 
- who played with Wolfstone at 

the scene for this evening of 
collaboration.  

Add in Aly Bain and Phil 
Cunningham together with 
Julie Fowlis and our very own 
traditional music was well rep-
resented with input from across 
the world.  

Some may argue that the 
festival has moved away from 
its roots but a study of the 
programme, and the increase 
in attendances year by year, is 
testament to the popularity of 
this world-famed festival.  

Perhaps the 30th anniver-
sary concert by Capercaille at 
a packed Royal Concert Hall 
epitomises everything about the 
festival.  

-
fessional in all its aspects with 
the current band being joined 
by some from the past and by 
friends with, as is common at 
Celtic Connections, some not 
named in the programme.

Karen Matheson sang beauti-
fully in Scot’s and Irish Gaelic as 
well as English,  and was joined 
by Kathleen MacInnes, Julie 
Fowlis, Sineag MacIntyre, Dar-
ren MacLean and Kris Drever.  

Karen opened with a haunting 
Gaelic song, with dimmed light-
ing adding to the effect ,and then 
the full volume of the band tak-
ing over.  Much of the material 
came from their new release ‘At 
the Heart of it All’.  

Musicians who joined the band 
included Jarlath Henderson,  

Macintosh, Gerry O’Connor, 
Aidan O’Rourke, Steven Blake 
and Finlay MacDonald. ‘Here’s 
to the next 30 years!’ said Karen 
at the end to the delight of the 
audience who would happily 
have stayed on to hear more.  

The O2 ABC played host to 
‘Tiree: Outside the Box’ but 
had it been named ‘Out of this 
World’ it would not have been 
far off the mark.  

The famed accordionists from 
Tiree were in town to acknowl-
edge the contribution made to 
their careers by Gordon Con-
nell, a self-taught accordionist, 
who was honoured as Tutor 
of the Year in 2010 at the Trad 
Awards.  

First up were the youngest of 
the bands, Trail West, who set 
the performance bar high with a 
string of tunes and songs which 
illustrated that they were worthy 
winners at the 2013 Trad Awards 
with the best wishes from all 
present being accorded to ac-
cordionist Iain Smith who will 

Young Musician of the Year on 
the last day of the festival.  

Gunna Sound, with Johnnie 
Scoullar and Campbell Brown 
in pole position, was a larger 
band than usual and played a set 
somewhat different from their 
usual dance tunes but which was 
perfectly pitched for the format 
of the evening.  

Skipinnish were probably the 
front runners in placing Tiree 
bands on the map and once again 
they did not disappoint.  

Their most recent CD, Atlantic 

for some seven years, has been 
a huge success.  It was left to 
Skerryvore to be the last of the 
four bands and they illustrated 
why they are so popular with 
particularly the young audiences 
world-wide. 

No Celtic Connections concert 
would be complete without a 

quality ‘stramash’ with all of 10 
accordionists playing, including 
Gordon Connell, in a gathering 

weekend certainly lived up to 
expectations whetting the ap-
petite for much more during the 
rest of the Festival.  

Pipers and pipe
music of WWI
THE SCOTTISH Piper’s As-
sociation has received a grant 
of £7,500 from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund to research the 
role of pipers and pipe music in 
the Great War, which began 100 
years ago.  

This  work  will be undertaken 
by volunteers and will  be show-

in the College of Piping on 
Saturday March 29,  at 7.30pm, 
when author and historian Colin 
Campbell will provide the back-
ground to the pipers and tunes.  

A quartet from the Army 
School of Bagpipe Music and 
Highland Drumming and 
Argyll pipers Stuart Liddell 
and Alasdair Henderson will 
be responsible for the evening’s 

concert, which will be free, 
will concentrate on the Argyll 
and Southern Highlanders and 
the compositions of Argyll 
residents 

Stirling ceilidh
THE STIRLING Branch of An 
Comunn Gaidhealach will hold a 
ceilidh in the Lesser Albert Hall 
at 7.30pm on Saturday January 
25.  The singers will be Anne 
Bennet, Nicola Pearson, Archie 
MacLean and Robert Robertson 
with the Cluaran Dancers and 
piper Blyth Walker completing 
the line-up for the evening.

Diary dates
Friday January 24:  Skipinnish 
Night, The Arches, 7.30pm.
Saturday January 25: The 
Campbells of Greepe and Sup-
port, CCA, 8pm.   Glasgow 
Tiree Association, Burns’ Sup-
per, Ralston Community Hall, 
7.30pm.  Stirling Branch of An 
Comunn, Lesser Albert Hall, 
7.30pm-see above
Sunday January 26: Kathleen 
MacInnes with the Outside 
Track, Mitchell Theatre, 8pm.
Wednesday January 29:  Ca-
lum MacCrimmon’s Boraraig, 
Mitchell Theatre, 8pm.  The 
Great Gathering Concert and 
Dance with Alasdair MacCuish, 
Old Fruitmarket, 8pm.
Friday January 31:  The Clyde 
and the Commonwealth, City 
Halls, 7,30pm

Pub Scene
In the Park Bar this weekend 

the music will be provided by 
Eriskay Lilt on Friday, Ceol an 
Aire on Saturday and tbc on 
Sunday while in the Islay Inn it 
will be Black Velvet on Friday 
and Carnaby Street on Saturday.

Neil Murray. tel 0141 954 
8105. email: neilfmurray@
yahoo.co.uk

Carols for wells
LAST month, an afternoon 
of carol singing was held in 
the Ardbeg home of Mary 
and James MacAulay who are 
active members of the island’s 
Baptist congregations.

The theme of the event was 
the Christmas Clean Water 
Wells Appeal and, thanks 
to the generosity of those in 
attendance, £1,414.85 was 
raised for the cause. 

This will go to provide a 
clean water supply for three 
villages in northern Malawi. 

This will lead to an 
improvement in the health of 
the population  and reduce 
the time spent in fetching 
water from distant and often 
contaminated sources.

Letters to the editor
PO Box 1 , Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk

Telephone: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001

ISLAY LETTER

Highland dancers, from left,  Mairi MacGillivray, Eilidh MacDon-
ald, Ashley Harrison, Katie MacNiven, Stacy Baker.

Dancers in 
Switzerland
FIVE performers from the Ella 
Edgar School of Dancing were 
among the large cast taking part 
in the 2013 Christmas Tattoo in 
Basel in Switzerland.

Strutting their stuff on the 
continent were Mairi MacGil-
livray, Eilidh MacDonald, 
Ashley Harrison, Katie 
MacNiven and Stacy Baker. As 
well as performing  three shows 
in Basel the girls also repeated 
the exercise on four occasions 
in Zurich.

The Ilich were part of a group 
of 24 dancers who performed 
under the banner of the Ailsa 
Craig School of Dance, led 
by dance director Aileen 
Robertson from Ayr.

Waves pound 
Yellow Rock
THE RECENT surfeit of gale 
force winds and high tides 
caused no major damage on the 
island.

There were, however, scary 
moments for nonagenarian Lily 
MacDougall at her home at 
Yellow Rock, near to Caolila, on 
the shores of the Sound of Islay.

At the height of the storms  the 

surrounding walls and crashed 
into her garden. And while this 
was dramatic to behold it was 

also a cause for concern and 
apprehension.

Luckily, Lily’s home was not 

storm with her usual Highland 
stoicism.

Lily is now looking forward 
to calmer days in her seaside 
cottage which normally is an 
idyllic setting with views to die 
for. She is also looking forward 
to her impending 100th birthday 
which will not go unmarked  
- even by her Majesty!

Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, 
Bowmore, Islay PA43 7JX. Tel: 
01496 810 658Waves pound Yellow Rock

Don’t blame the 
road for accidents
Sir,
While I fully agree with the sen-
timents expressed in the article 
on the front page of your paper 
[Fort William edition] dated 
January 16, I submit that it’s 
not the road to blame - blaming 
the road for causing an accident 
is like blaming the iceberg for 
ramming the Titanic! The real 
problem is the drivers who abuse 
them.

I feel that to blame the road 
for causing accidents is an easy 
way of avoiding the real solution 
- driver education. 

While I admit that there are 
certain ‘blackspots’ on the A82 
where accidents do seem to 
happen with unusual frequency, 
how come hundreds of drivers 
pass those spots unscathed on a 
daily basis?

As a retired policeman with 36 
years’ service (30+ as a Grade 1 
driver), I would suggest that 95 

are caused by one of the follow-
ing three factors (in no particular 
order), or a combination thereof:

1) Driving whilst impaired by 
drink or drugs.

CDs, mobile phones, etc).
3) Driving too fast for the con-

ditions prevailing at the time.
The answer is simple - drive 

sober, pay attention, and SLOW 
DOWN!
Davie Kerr, Onich.

Memories of The 
Oban Times
Sir
I was sorry to learn that Stewart 
MacKenzie was leaving as edi-
tor. 

As a regular reader and ex-
employee (1944-1953), I think 
he was the best editor to date. I 
was also reminded of 1945 when 
those employees of The Oban 
Times returned from their war 
service. I was 16 then and recall 

Graham and Carl Dunlop both 
from the RAF. 

Then Donnie Mackenzie, 
Stewart’s father, of the comman-
dos and Harold Halton, Arthur 
Wilson, and Alan Cameron from 
the Army and my pal Dochie 
Mccalman of the Royal Navy. 

Dochie, being younger, was 
serving for a few months before 
the war’s end. I used to credit 

-
tilities to a close!

It was all a long time ago...al-
most 70 years, so I hope I haven’t 
missed anyone. For a provincial 
paper it seemed  a pretty good 
contribution to the war effort.

Never a question but that they 
got their old jobs back and were 
all welcomed by the one and 
only Mrs Macaulay.

Best wishes to all.
Donnie MacKinnon, 
Sandbank, Dunoon.

Is overground pipe 
best solution?
Sir
I am writing to express deep con-
cern at Scottish Water’s proposal 
to put in a new sewage outlet 
pipe at Camus a’Bhrothais.

Clearly as the Port Appin 
community grows, increasing 
strain is put on all elements of 
the village infrastructure includ-
ing waste disposal.  But can an 
overground pipe really be the 
best solution?

Cost is all in this day and age, 
as we know, but there is more at 
stake here than a cheap solution 
to a growing problem.

Camus a’Bhrothais is a 
spectacularly beautiful area, im-
mortalised in many a postcard, 
watercolour, photo, newspaper 
article (see Mr Blobby, 2001) 
and memory.

The tourism industry is criti-
cally important to the village of 
Port Appin and the road through 
the village, with all its photo 
vantage points, will provide 
an uninterrupted view of the 
unsightly, outdated pipe and con-
crete stands while the windows 
of the internationally admired 
Airds Hotel look straight out 
onto the bay.

The impact on the wildlife that 
teems in the area both above and 

below the water will be consid-
erable and the livelihoods of the 

locally will be affected.
Surely in the 21st century there 

is a more modern, more environ-
mentally sympathetic solution to 
be found?
Polly Irvine, Port Appin and 
Grantham, Lincs.

Oban cinema is 
excellent venue
Sir
I am ashamed to say that, for the 

of the Oban cinema, I visited on 
a Sunday afternoon to see The 
Railway Man. 

What a great experience that 
was.

On entering the theatre, all 
the staff were very helpful and 
cheerful which itself is a bonus.

The seating in the theatre is 
totally amazing, so comfortable 
and arguably more comfortable 
than seats in our house!

No chance either of having to 
peer over heads in front as the 
seats were well raised. 

Heating was lovely and had 

perhaps one would have nodded 
off! 

was excellent. 
I am not ashamed to say I will 

be attending on a regular basis. 
Well done everyone involved in 
making this such an excellent 
venue.
Moira Lang (Mrs), Albany 
Street, Oban.

No need to import 
energy
Sir,
I am surprised that there are 
people like your correspondent 
(Letters, January 16) who still 
want to import energy from 
places like the middle east, 
Australia and Russia, when 
there is far more energy than 
we need right here. Just imagine 
if people took that attitude 
with food. There would be no 
farmers in Scotland and all our 
food would come from the four 

corners of the world. Subsidies 
for renewable energy have never 
been more than 10 per cent of 
electricity bills and if people are 
not convinced by a doubling of 
electricity prices in six years 
they never will be.

It’s not possible to deal with all 
the comments in the letter, but 
here are just a few. 

First, in the same edition of The 
Oban Times, there was a front 
page story about Islay Commu-
nity Wind Project launching a 
fund raising exercise for a wind 

in the same way the turbine run-
ning on Tiree is already putting 
£150,000/a into that community. 

Second, the intermittency of 
wind power is being catered for 
by the Cruachan pump storage 
scheme and again on the front 
page of The Oban Times is a 
story that the Scottish Govern-
ment is planning to increase 
production. 

Third, with regard to small 
private wind power, once it 
is properly up and running a 
wind turbine will produce power 
for around 75 per cent of the 
time and with electricity prices 
now at around 18p/kWh can save 
the owner £2,500/a from their 
electricity bill. 

With electricity prices set to 
carry on rising, the savings can 
only increase year on year.

Scotland should continue to 
exploit its renewable energy 
resources and put effort into 
developing systems for storing 
surplus power and increasing 
the insulation of buildings.
David Pollard, Salen, Isle of 
Mull.

Election in 2016
Sir
Discussion on the coming 
Scottish Referendum is widely 
covered in the media.  

What is not generally known 
is that, if a ‘yes’  vote  wins, the 
Scottish Parliament will call a 
General Election in 2016.  Mem-
bers of all parties or none will 
be accepted as candidates. After 
that decisions on Scottish matters 
would be made in Scotland. 
Joan M Stewart, Inverness.

Mabel’s story a reminder to everyone 
Lorn and Islands Hospital highlights the importance of compassion 
in palliative care.

Her family are keen to tell their story, not for claim or compensa-
tion, but to ensure that the proper care is in place for our terminally-
ill residents.

While protocol dictates how many of us operate, it should not 
supersede human decency at such an emotive time.
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Aidan Tonner
6 months Oban

039

Alexander James Andrew McLellan
22 months Isle of Islay

040

Timothy Andrew Kemp
10 months Oban

041

Isla Donnan Robertson 
7 months Inveraray

042

Ruby Groom
10 months Taynuilt

043

Alasdair MacDonald
18 months Tobermory

044

Alba Auld Preiss
6 months Renfrewshire

046

Charlotte Victoria Sloss
6 months Oban

047

Annie Rose MacDonald
12 months Peterhead

048

Sophia Grace Stewart
5 months Isle of Islay

049

Aine MacPhie
19 months Mallaig

050

Hailey Marie Roxburgh
7 months Lochgilphead

051

Mollie Mackay
6 months Oban

045

Olivia Bowman
11 months Isle of Islay

052

The Oban Times Bonnie 
Babies competition is back 
for 2014. Enter your little 
bundle of joy today for your 
chance to win a whopping 
£500 worth of vouchers to 
spend at The Co-operative! 

Plus, this year we will have 
£150 of vouchers for a sec-
ond place winner and £100 
vouchers for third place. 
The Co-operative Group 
is the UK’s largest mutual 
business owned by nearly 

eight million members. It is 
the UK’s fifth largest food 
retailer operating across the 
country with almost 2,800 
local, convenience and 
medium sized stores. Visit  
www.co-operative.coop. 

The competition will take 
place in weekly groups 
where readers are asked 
to vote for that week’s bon-
niest baby. For example, if 
your child is in group one 
and gets the most votes out 

of all the entries in that issue 
they will be entered into the 
grand finale. The baby who 
has the most votes from 
the grand finale, held early 
2014, will be crowned the 
Bonniest Baby of 2014. It 

doesn’t matter which round 
your baby appears in, you 
can keep voting every week 
from the date your child 
appears until the voting 
deadline, which we will 
announce in a future issue. 

We won’t count the votes to 
decide who goes into the 
grand finale until the voting 
deadline has been reached. 
Full details online at www.
obantimes.co.uk/bonnieba-
bies.

ENTER YOUR BABY TODAY! See page 7 or enter online at www.obantimes.co.uk/bonniebabies

Terms & conditions: The winner must be willing to take part in publicity. Photocopied voting coupons will not be accepted. Text 
messages cost £1 plus one message at standard network rate.  The deadline to receive votes by will be announced in a future 
issue and on The Oban Times website. One text counts as one vote. One coupon counts as one vote. The prize is as stated.  
No cash alternative. Voters must be aged 16 or over and must have the bill payer’s permission. Full terms and conditions at 
www.obantimes.co.uk/bonniebabies. Customer services: 01631 568000.

By text: 
To vote by text, text the word BABY followed by a space then the 
three digit number stated on the top left hand side of the child’s 
photograph to 88010.
Text messages cost £1 plus one message at standard 
network rate. The voting deadline will be announced in a 
future issue. 
By coupon:
Complete the voting form provided on this page and send 
it to The Oban Times, Bonnie Babies VOTE, PO Box 1, 
Oban, PA34 4HB.  Photocopied voting coupons will not be 
accepted. The voting deadline will be announced in a future 
issue. 

How to vote
Readers can vote for their favourite baby by text or by post, using the coupon provided on this page. 
You can vote for as many babies as many times as you like until we announce the closing date to 
register your votes. Just make sure you quote the number stated on the child’s photograph when 
voting. 

I would like to vote for:
Baby number*: ......................................................................
Baby’s name:  .......................................................................
Please post to The Oban Times, Bonnie Babies VOTE, 
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB.
*Baby number must be supplied.  This can be found at the top left of 
each baby photograph. 
Photocopied voting coupons will not be accepted 
and will not count as one vote. 
You may send in multiple voting coupons in one envelope.

VOTING COUPONVote for Group Three’s finalist!

How the competition works

in association with

FOND TRIBUTES were paid 
to Belford Hospital consult-
ant surgeon David Sedgwick 
at his farewell party at the 
Moorings Hotel in Banavie, 
Fort William on Friday.

The night of celebration and 
laughter was mingled with 
a few tears as friends and 
colleagues from across the 
West Highlands heard of the 
dedicated medic’s immense 
contribution to Lochaber, 
Lochalsh and Skye.

During his 21 years at the 
Belford Hospital, he worked 
with the wider community 
through his church and youth 
work with wife Frances.

The surgeon also found 

campaign by The Belford 
Action Group (Tbag) which 
eventually forced NHS 
Highland to withdraw con-
troversial plans to downgrade 
the Belford Hospital.

Local GP Jim Douglas told 
how Mr Sedgwick’s legen-

dary ‘can-do attitude’ once 
saw him travel out to see to 
an old lady at her croft in 
Treslaig to reassure her about 
upcoming surgery.

Dr Douglas said: ‘David 
always has the appearance 
of never being rushed and 
patients are never scared of 
him. He always manages to 

and that is a real skill.
‘We have always thought he 

was wasted as a surgeon - he 
should have been a GP!

‘When the hospital was 
under threat it was David 
who raised his head above 
the parapet and made sure 
that did not happen.’

He added: ‘We are losing 
David in the community but 
he has great plans to use his 
surgical skills in Palestine 
and Rwanda.

‘I see this just as part of 
David’s career development 
and I wish him all the best in 
his retirement.’

Fond farewell to much 
loved Lochaber surgeon

Brian Tregaskis, medical director at the Belford Hospital, right, presents a framed and 
signed Hibs jersey to Mr David Sedgwick. 20_f04doc01

David Sedgwick and wife Frances, front left, enjoy the occasion with friends and 
colleagues. 20_f04doc04

Mr David Sedgwick performs an incision on his retirement 
cake. 20_f04doc07

Star turn of the night was Dr 
Joe Tangney, who paid tribute 
to Mr Sedgwick through a 
hilarious set of off-the-cuff 
anecdotes - which naturally 
had the audience in stitches. 

Thanking his colleagues, 
father-of-six Mr Sedgwick, 

who is originally from 
Sedbergh in Cumbria, said: 
‘My heart has been in the 
Belford and Lochaber. The 
children have loved being in 
the community here.

‘I have had a great time 
at the hospital and it has 

been amazing working with 
the GPs. ‘We have kept the 
Belford as a consultant-led 
service and I hope and pray 
it will continue to be that in 
years to come.’

Dr Leo Murray, lead 
clinician at the Dr MacKin-
non Memorial Hospital at 
Broadford, told The Oban 
Times at the event: ‘We have 
known David for the last 15 
years. He was instrumental 
in me coming to Broadford in 
1999, at the same time he was 
taking over from Mr Ball, the 
surgeon for Skye.

‘David has been very im-
portant in providing surgical 
services to Skye as well as at 
the Belford.

‘He has driven here every 
fortnight at 6.30am in the 
morning to provide that 
service. We are at a bit of a 
loss to know what to do now 
that he has retired.’

Belford Hospital manager 
Marie Law told The Oban 

Times: ‘Mr Sedgwick will be 
greatly missed by all the staff 
in the Belford, and by the 
people of Lochaber whom he 
has served with great passion 
and dedication for over 20 
years. 

-
ing in to the hospital for some 
weeks now, and I know that 
the generosity displayed by 
the public has deeply touched 
David’s heart.  

‘On these occasions mere 
words do not have the abil-
ity to express the immense 
gratitude and privilege it has 
been to work with someone 
like Mr Sedgwick, he is truly 
unique and will always be a 
part of the Belford ‘family’. 

‘We all wish David  the very 
best as he enters this new and 
exciting chapter in his life,  
knowing that although his ca-
reer at the Belford is coming 
to an end, his commitment 
to helping those in need will 
continue.’
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THURSDAY – January 23
10am, Ramblers Scotland Tyndrum walk, meet Fort William Woollen Mill at 
8.45am, Oban’s Longsdale Road car park at 9am or Glencoe Village car park 
at 9.20am.
7pm, Gaelic conversation group, Furan Gaelic Centre, Corran Halls, Oban.

FRIDAY – January 24
7.30pm, Ballet West’s Swan Lake, Corran Halls, Oban.
Burns Club of Oban Burns Supper, Regent Hotel

SATURDAY – January 25
9.10am, Ramblers Scotland Glen Etive walk, meet Oban’s Longsdale Road car 
park at 7.50am, Fort William Woollen Mill at 8.15am or Glencoe Village car 
park at 8.50am.
11am, Gaelic conversation group, Furan Gaelic Centre, Corran Halls, Oban.
World Mince and Tatties Championship, Mishnish Hotel, Tobermory, Mull.
6pm, Scottish Sealife Sanctuary Burns Supper, Barcaldine.
7pm, Burns tribute night, The Clachaig Inn, Glencoe.
7pm, Burns Supper, The Barn Bar, Lerags
7pm, Burns Supper, Dervaig Hall, Mull.
7pm, Fun Night, Pennyghael Hall, Mull.
7.30pm, Ballet West’s Swan Lake, Corran Halls, Oban.

SUNDAY – January 26
2pm, Table Top Sale, Craignure Hall, Mull.
4pm, Mull Otter Group film Tarka the Otter, Isle of Mull Hotel, Craignure, Mull.
6.30pm, Praise evening including refreshments, Fort William Baptist Church.

MONDAY - January 27
10am, Oban Community Singers, Oban Phoenix Cinema
7pm, Oban Community Council, Salvation Army Hall
7pm, Oban Gaelic Choir new session, Oban Pipe Band Hall 

TUESDAY - January 28
7pm, Oban Badminton Club, Atlantis Leisure
7.30pm, Whist Drive, Glencruitten Golf Club

WEDNESDAY - January 29
9.30pm, Pub quiz, Galley of Lorne Inn, Ardfern

THURSDAY - January 30
7pm, Eilidh MacInnes School of Dance annual show, Corran Halls, Oban 

THE OBAN TIMES 
FREE EVENT LISTING

Send your events to whatson@obantimes.co.uk.

• Last Vegas (12A)
Billy (Michael Douglas), Paddy (Robert 
De Niro), Archie (Morgan Freeman) 
and Sam (Kevin Kline) have been best 
friends since childhood. So when Billy, 
the group’s sworn bachelor, finally 
proposes to his thirty-something (of 
course) girlfriend, the four head to Las 
Vegas with a plan to stop acting their 
age and relive their glory days. However, 
upon arriving, the four quickly realize 
that the decades have transformed Sin 
City and tested their friendship in ways 
they never imagined. 
• The Secret Life of Walter 
Mitty (PG) 
Ben Stiller directs and stars in THE 
SECRET LIFE OF WALTER MITTY, 
James Thurber’s classic story of a day-
dreamer who escapes his anonymous 
life by disappearing into a world of 
fantasies filled with heroism, romance 
and action. When his job along with 
that of his co-worker (Kristen Wiig) 

are threatened, Walter takes action in 
the real world embarking on a global 
journey that turns into an adventure 
more extraordinary than anything he 
could have ever imagined.
• Mandela: Long Walk to 
Freedom (12A)
A chronicle of Nelson Mandela’s life 
journey from his childhood in a rural 
village through to his inauguration 
as the first democratically elected 
president of South Africa. MANDELA is 
the thrilling story of an ordinary man 
who rose to the challenge of his times 
and triumphed - an intimate portrait 
of the making of a modern icon.
• Walking with Dinosaurs 3D 
(U) For the first time in movie history, 
audiences will truly see and feel what it 
was like when dinosaurs ruled the Earth. 
“Walking with Dinosaurs” is the ultimate 
immersive experience, utilizing state of 
the art 3D to put audiences in the middle 
of a thrilling and epic prehistoric world, 

where an underdog dino triumphs to 
become a hero for the ages.
• Delivery Man (12A)
An affable underachiever finds out 
he’s fathered 533 children through 
anonymous donations to a fertility 
clinic 20 years ago. Now he must decide 
whether or not to come forward when 
142 of them file a lawsuit to reveal his 
identity.
• The Wolf of Wall Street (18)
Based on the true story of Jordan Belfort; 
his rise to a wealthy stockbroker living 
the high life to his fall involving crime, 
corruption and the federal government.  
In The Wolf of Wall Street DiCaprio 
plays Belfort, a Long Island penny 
stockbroker who served 20 months in 
prison for defrauding investors in a 
massive 1990s securities scheme that 
involved widespread corruption on Wall 
Street and in the corporate banking 
world, including shoe designer Steve 
Madden.
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 Last Vegas Thurs 23rd 19.00 (screen 2)
The Secret Life of Walter Mitty Thurs 23rd 17.30
Mandela: Long Walk to Freedom Thurs 23rd 20.30
Walking with Dinosaurs 3D Sat 25th 12.30 (3D), 15.00 (3D)

Sun 26th 13.00 (3D)
Delivery Man  Fri 24th 18.00

Sat 25th 21.30
Sun 26th 15.30
Mon 27th 21.30
Tues 28th 18.00
Wed 29th 21.30
Thurs 30th 18.00

The Wolf of Wall Street   Fri 24th 20.30
Sat 25th 18.00
Sun 26th 18.00
Mon 27th 18.00
Tues 28th 20.30
Wed 29th 18.00
Thurs 30th 20.30
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Ballet West, Ichrachan House, Taynuilt, Argyll PA35 1HP  Scotland   

www.balletwest.co.uk

CORRAN HALLS
Friday 24 January 

& Saturday 25 January 2014
7.30pm |  £14.00, Conc. £12.00

Tel: 01631 567333

To advertise
in the

WHAT’S ON
COMMUNITY

NOTICE
 BOARD

Telephone:
01631

568000

Advertise in the
Community

Notice Board
for just £15.71

 (plus VAT)
This section is available to 
charitable organisations
 with a charity number.

All AGM’s will be placed 
on the Public Notice Page 
Please ask for details

OBAN GAELIC CHOIR
New Session Begins 

Monday 27th January 
in the Pipe Band Hall, 
Shore Street at 7pm. 

Optional free conversational 
Gaelic classes included.

Contact Kirsty Duncan, 
Secretary, on 07787763154 

or just come along!
All welcome.

COMMUNITY 
NOTICEBOARD

C O M M O N W E A LT H 
fever hit the Corran Halls 
last week with Oban High 
School’s staff and pupils 
taking their audience 
‘Around the World’ in their 
annual dance show.

Nearly 300 youngsters 
performed in the two 
packed evening shows and 
a matinee performance 
attracted 240 primary and 
nursery children from the 
Oban and Lorn area.

Countries including 
India, Jamaica and Ireland 
were explored through 
hip hop, contemporary, 
Country, Highland danc-
ing and gymnastics to 
provide a wide and varied 
programme.

OHS Pipe Band opened 
the show with OHS High-
land Dancers and primary 
school pupils from the Ei-
lidh MacInnes, Isla Munro 

and Adele Gillies schools 
of dance.

The OHS Traditional 
Music Group made a debut 
performance.  

was the S1 School of Dance 
which created a visual 
feast with their Bollywood 
routine.

Oban High School and 
Ballet West are this year 
working in partnership to 
provide a unique oppor-
tunity of two timetabled 
periods of dance and an 
after school session for S1 
pupils.

Ballet West, with teacher 
Amanda Sloss, added to 
the wide programme with 
pieces from the musical 
CATS and Chicago as well 
as a beautifully choreo-
graphed ‘Explosions’.

A project funded from 
last year’s dance show 

afforded primary six and 
seven pupils from local 
primaries to attend free 
weekly dance lessons in 
the run up to the dance 
show with dance teacher 
Larni Wright.

The school staff didn’t 
want to miss out on the 
fun and joined some of the 
dance leaders on stage for 
a memorable collaboration 
- teachers Alex Craik, as 
Ali G, and Nicola Brown, a 
Highland dancer, stunned 
the audience with their 
performances - for very 
different reasons.

The OHS gymnastics 
team pushed themselves 
to a new level with heart-
stopping acrobatics that 
surpassed previous rou-
tines for complexity.

Talented S5 pupils Caitlin 
Taylor and Maeve Han-
nigan also choreographed 

their own stirring piece, 
which they should be very 
proud of.  

The show concluded with 
the OHS sports leaders, 
who thoroughly enjoyed 
performing their version 
of Grease, and lifted the 

when joined with all the 
performers for a rendition 
of the Proclaimers’ 500 
Miles.

PE teacher Denise 
Gemmell said after 
the show: ‘We are so 
proud of our pupils.

Their hard work, 
dedication and commit-
ment really paid off with 
three fantastic shows.

We would like to whole 
heartedly thank parents, 
staff, primary schools and 
the community once again 
for their overwhelming 
support.’

Jamie MacGregor and Alison MacVicar took lead roles in 
the production of Grease. Photo: Holly Wesley.

Maeve Hannigan, front left, and Caitlin Taylor 
were two of the dance show’s stars. Photo: Holly Wesley.

Some of the dancers who made up the Bollywood routine. 
Photo: Kevin McGlynn.

Dance show takes Oban 
audience ‘Around the World’

solo exhibition by a Fort Wil-
liam artist next month.

‘After the Rain’, a series 
of paintings by Claire Innes, 
will open at a preview night at 
the Old Library on February 
6 at 6pm. The collection will 
subsequently go on display 
throughout the year.

When not painting land-
scapes, Claire sings with 
local band Wonderland - and 
believes that a passion for 
music goes hand in hand with 
her art.  

Claire, who is from Inverlo-
chy, told The Oban Times: ‘I 
have never been to art college 
but I felt this was the time 
for a transition from doing 
painting as a hobby to it being 
more of a profession.

‘I have been painting since 

I was at school and was 
taught by Alistair Smith, the 
art teacher at Lochaber High 
School, who is a also great 
artist in his own right.’

The talented 29 year-old 
developed her artistic career 

the Lochaber Art Society and 
then in some of the larger 
Scottish galleries.  

At the beginning of 2013 her 
painting, Rainy Fort William 
High Street, featured in Brit-
ish Vogue magazine with the 
magazine citing her as ‘one to 
look out for’. 

Claire said: ‘I have always 
been inspired by the dramatic 
and ever changing landscapes 
of the west coast and I love 
the challenge of capturing 
the essence of the Scottish 
landscape.’

Claire Innes: first solo exhibition will open in Arisaig 
next month.

DANCERS from all over 
Lochaber met in Kilmallie 
Hall on Saturday night for 
a meal and a jig. 

Old Tyme Dancing Club’s 
dinner dance was a great 
success as 55 members 
attended the annual event. 

The evening kicked off 
with a buffet meal before 
dancing the night away 
to music from Sheila 
Common playing the ac-
cordion.  

Club organiser Bobby 

Henderson from Fort Wil-
liam said: ‘It was a really 
good night, we thoroughly 
enjoyed it and I hope the 
success continues through-
out the year.’ 

Old Tyme Dancing Club 
are having an afternoon 
dance class on February 15 
with dance teacher Jessie 
Stuart at 2pm in Kilmallie 
Hall. All welcome, for 
more information contact 
Bobby Henderson on 01397 
700268.

A great time was had by all at Old Tyme Dancing Club’s 
annual dinner dance.

Old Tyme dancers have 
a ball in Kilmallie 

ST JOHN’S Cathedral 
welcomed the Maxwell 
String Quartet on Sunday, 
for the latest Oban Music 
Society concert.

A large and enthusiastic 
audience turned out for 
the afternoon perform-

in the group’s six-date 
music club tour of Argyll 
and Bute.  

The Quartet, Liam 
Lynch and George 
Smith (violins), Asher 
Zaccadelli (viola) and 
Duncan Strachan (cello), 
played some of the peaks 
of the classical quartet 
repertoire as if they had 
been together for years.  
In fact Liam Lynch only 

violin last Autumn.  
The unanimity and 

heartfelt emotion came 
across to the audience 
who responded warmly 
to the three contrasting 
pieces. The Haydn op20 
No 4 quartet sets out as 
a solemn quasi religious 
piece that transforms 
itself into an exuberate 
dance. The changing 

moods perfectly caught 
by the players.  

The Ravel is a 20th Cen-
tury masterpiece, which 
was unfamiliar to many in 
the audience. The interval 
discussion suggested that 
many would be search-
ing it out to re-listen and 
enjoy.  They will have to 
go some way to hear a 
better performance than 
the Maxwell’s.

After the interval the 
long and heart searching 
‘Death and the Maiden’ 
quartet by Schubert held 
the audience silent and 
enthralled until they were 
able to release their emo-
tions with long and warm 
applause.  

To lighten the mood, 
the Maxwells played the 
cheeky Shostakovich 
Polka as an encore. They 
certainly reinforced 
their reputation as one of 
the best young quartets 
around after this tour.

On Sunday, February 16 
further treats are in store 
when International Pian-
ist William Howard, will 
appear at St John’s.

Arisaig hosts first exhibition for Fort William artist

The Maxwell String Quartet played to a packed St John’s 
Cathedral on Sunday afternoon.

Maxwell String 
Quartet delight at 
St John’s Cathedral



14 FEATURE Thursday 23 January, 2014 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

Established and Trading within Argyll since 1903 – 110 years serving the community

Competitively Priced Fuel throughout Argyll, serving 
YOU, when you need us

No sales 
gimmicks or 
promotions

just fair pricing 
every week 

year in year out

Stay FOCUSED We are...
FOCUSED on Service
FOCUSED on Quality Fuels
FOCUSED on Reliability
FOCUSED on Fairness
FOCUSED on Price
FOCUSED on YOU

Kinloch Road, 
Campbeltown, Argyll 

PA28 6EG

Tel: (01586) 
552020 (24hrs)

Email: sales@
dmcnairshipping.com

Promote your business to over 
40,000 readers with The Oban Times.

Tel: 01631 568000

WANTED

All types of light commercial vans, pickups, etc.. 
We also buy rough or high mileage, non-runners 

considered. Also all types of 4x4 vehicles, land 
rover, Toyota, etc…

Telephone 01250 884306
or mobile 07885 203020



Thursday 23 January, 2014 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 15FARMING

Farming

Farm Buildings
Prepare before repair or rebuild

THERE is so much for a 
farmer to consider when 
he is looking at the repair 
and maintenance of his 
property or establishing 
new buildings.

With repair and mainte-
nance, for example, there 
will come a time when he 
can no longer put off cer-

tain work. To do so would 
impact on his operations 
and/or cost him much 
more in the long term.

Then there is the question 
- is it more cost-effective 
not to build anew rather 
than mend? One to three 
percent of the initial con-
struction cost has been 

typically allowed annu-
ally for repair and main-
tenance. While this is true 
in a monetary economy, it 
may not apply in a subsist-
ence economy.

Perhaps a new build 
is needed anyway for 
expansion or a change in 
farming practice.

How much will that build-
ing cost? Will he have 

to borrow and for how 
long and at what interest 
rate? Can he justify the 
repayments based on 
the returns he hopes the 
building will help him 
secure? What is the cer-
tainty of those projected 
returns?

And what materials will he 
use? That will impact on 
the cost and the lifespan 
of the structure.

Farming Focus
With Ewen Campbell, manager of the 
Scottish Rural College’s Kirkton and 

Auchtertyre farms, Tyndrum.

THE beginning of this New 
Year has been very busy for 
us at SRUC‘s Kirkton and 
Auchtertyre farms. I manage 
this 2,200 ha hill farm near 
Tyndrum, where we currently 
stock 900 Blackface and 300 
Lleyn ewes and 21 Aberdeen 
Angus cross cattle. 

One of the major projects 
currently running involves 
us looking at ways to help 

sheep management, thereby 
saving money, reducing 
labour costs and improving 

the aim of making life a bit 
easier for the farmer - ie 
myself and other Highland 
sheep farmers!

Like many other farms in 
the area, the tups went out 
with the ewes back in late 
November and were brought-
in by early January. Although 
the weather at the beginning 
of tupping was reasonably 
good, the 26 inches of rain 
that fell during December has 
meant the ewes have had a 
tough time lately. 

We therefore need to make 
sure the ewes, now they are 
hopefully in lamb, make it 
through the rest of the winter 
in a reasonable condition. 
To investigate how best to 
do this, we have split our 

and 550 Blackface ewes - into 
two different winter feeding 
systems.

One uses the conventional 
way of sorting the ewes into 
different winter feeding 
groups, using my judgement 
and condition scoring of the 
ewes to identify those that 
have come through tupping 
in a reasonable condition and 
those who are a bit leaner. 

The other uses the ability 
to electronically identify 
each individual ewe through 
their ear-tag, combined with 
an automated weigh-crate 
and shedder, to calculate the 
weight loss or gain of each 
individual ewe between early 
November and now. 

The ewes are split into three 
groups, based on their body 
weight change: those that 

cent; those that have lost up 
to per cent; and any who have 
either maintained or put on 
weight. 

The overall aim of both 
systems is to identify and 
feed the animals which 
are most in need– it is the 
approach to doing this that is 
different. 

We will have some 
preliminary results at 
scanning in mid-February. 
How well each group does at 
lambing in April/May will 
also shed more light on the 
effects of each system.

So, watch this space for the 
results!

The cost of insuring a 
building also has to be 
factored into any calcula-
tions.

It is worthwhile for the 
farmer to sit down and list 
a buildings depreciation, 
interest, maintenance and 
repair costs and insurance 
against projected returns 
and taxes. That can give 
him a much clearer pic-
ture on how he proceeds, 

UNITED Auctions held their Annual 
January Sale of all classes Cattle at 
Lochboisdale Auction Mart last 
Thursday, when Limousin Suckled 
Calves from 136 Stilligarry sold to 
£1,320.

In total, 195 head of cattle were sold.  
Bullocks sold to average £820.63 per 
head or 245.4 pence per kilo against 
£689 per head or 215 pence per kilo 
last year.  Heifers sold to average 
£651.13 per head or 216.7 pence per 
kilo against £588 per head or 203 
pence per kilo last year. 

Bullocks sold to a top price of 
£1,320 from 136 Stilligarry and the 
same home led the kilo prices at 307 
pence.  Heifers sold to top £920, also 
from 136 Stilligarry whilst 1 Airidh 
Mhuillean led the prices per kilo in 
this section at 272pence. 

Breeding Cattle sold to £1,550 for 
In-calf cows from 91 Bualadubh. 
Cast cows sold to £1,160 from 11 
Howmore.  Overall, a good selection 
of quality stock was on offer and sold 
to a good ringside of buyers.
Principal lots and prices:
Top prices per head:
Bullocks:
AAx: £1040 – 101 Carnan: £880 
– Hopewell Cottage: £870 – 299 Kilph-
edar: £840 – 290 Kilphedar
British Blue X: £1000 – 91 Bualadubh
Blonde X: £960 & £930 – 6 Dunganachy
Limousin X: £1320, £1220, £1200, £1180, 

£1080 – 136 Stilligarry: £1050 – 11 
Howmore: £1000 – 18 West Gerinish: 
£1000 – 325 North Boisdale: £980 – 18 
West Gerinish: £950 – 221 Stoneybridge: 
£940 – 6 Dunganachy: £940 – 18 West 
Gerinish: £930 (2) – 6 Dunganachy: £930 
– 325 North Boisdale: £920 – 6 Asker-
nish: £910 – 136 Stilligarry: £910 – 18 
West Gerinish: £900 (2) – 6 Askernish: 
£900 – 9 Milton.
Shorthorn X: £760 - 393 Garrynamonie: 
£760 – 76 Ardnamonie
Simmental X: £790 – 221 Stoneybridge
Heifers: 
AA X: £790 – 299 Kilphedar: £700 – 7 
Frobost
British Blue X: £740 – 91 Bualadubh
Belted Galloway X: £680 – 393 Gar-
rynamonie
Blonde X: £670 (2) – 6 Dunganachy
Charolais X: £790 – 325 North Boisdale
Limousin X: £920 & £850 – 136 Stil-
ligarry: £840 – 325 North Boisdale: 
£820 – 136 Stilligarry: £770 – 18 West 
Gerinish: £740 – 6 Dunganachy: £720 – 6 
Askernish: £720 (2) – 11 Howmore: £710 
– 136 Stilligarry: £700 (2) – 6 Askernish: 
£700 – 136 Stilligarry: £700 – 18 West 
Gerinish: £700 – 1 Drimisdale
Shorthorn X: £700 & £670 – 202 Ston-
eybridge
Simmental X: £740 – 18 West Gerinish.
Breeding cattle:
In-calf cows: £1,550 – 91 Bualadubh: 
£1,220 – 1 Ormiclate: £1,080 – 15 Ormi-
clate: £1,010 – 299 Kilphedar.
Cast Cows: £1,160 & £1,100 – 11 How-
more: £840 - 319 Kilphedar: £810 – 91 
Bualadubh.

Top prices per kilo:
Bullocks: 
AA X: 267p – 101 Carnan: 235p – 299 
Kilphedar: 235p – Hopewell Cottage
British Blue X: 267p & 252p – 91 
Bualadubh
Blonde X: 282p, 253p & 245p – 6 Dun-
ganachy
Limousin X: 307p – 136 Stilligarry: 
296p (2) – 6 Dunganachy: 288p – 18 
West Gerinish: 287p (2) & 286p (2) – 6 
Dunganachy: 285p – 1 Airidh Mhuilean: 
279p (2) – 3 Askernish: 270p (2) – 6 Dun-
ganachy: 270p – 18 West Gerinish: 269p 
– 6 Dunganachy: 269p – 9 Milton: 268p 
– 136 Stilligarry: 263p – 6 Askernish: 
261p – 6 Dunganachy: 261p – 21 Grimin-
ish: 260p – 18 West Gerinish: 259p – 11 
Howmore: 255p – 1 Drimisdale: 254p 
– 136 Stilligarry: 251p – 325 North 
Boisdale: 250p – 136 Stilligarry.
Simmental X: 245p – 5 Dunmor
Heifers: 
AA X: 216p – 299 Kilphedar.
British Blue X: 255p & 228p – 91 
Bualadubh.
Blonde X: 239 (2) – 6 Dunganachy.
Limousin X: 272p – 1 Airidh Mhuillean: 
259p – 136 Stilligarry: 256p – 1 Airidh 
Mhuillean: 252p (2) & 246p (3) – 6 Dun-
ganachy: 241p – 1 Drimisdale: 239p – 6 
Askernish: 239p – 1 Airidh Mhuillean: 
238p – 439 Lochboisdale: 236p – 136 Stil-
ligarry: 234p – 439 Lochboisdale: 233p 
– 6 Askernish: 233p – 205 Stoneybridge: 
232p – 5 Dunganachy.
Shorthorn X: 226p – 202 Stoneybridge.
Simmental X: 235p – 18 West Gerinish.

Market reports

Tel: 01786 449966   www.denisobrown.co.uk

SCOTLAND’S LEADING
FARM, ESTATE & RURAL BUSINESS 

INSURANCE BROKERS

A.W. GILLIES
FENCING CONTRACTOR & SUPPLIER

Stockist of
• Bryce electric fencing • Galvanised Steel Gates & Fittings
• Beta Fence products • Winders, Staples, Fencing Tools
• Rylock One • Straining Posts, Stobs, Rails 

and all your Fencing requirements

Telephone: (01586) 552673 
Mobile: 07887728406

Harbro Country Store, Annat, Corpach
Tel 01397 772434 Open Monday-Friday, 9.00am-5.00pm
Saturday, 9.00am-12.00pm 
Harbro Country Store, Kilmory Ind. Est., Lochgilphead
Tel 01546 603804 Open Monday-Friday, 8.00am-5.00pm
www.harbrocountrystores.co.uk 

COMPLETE DOG FOOD

Woofers is formulated to meet the nutritional requirements 
of working and active dogs. 

Tasty beef and salmon

For life on the go...

QUADS & ATV’s – Full selection of brand new Suzuki King Quads. 
Also brand new Arctic Cat 700 Diesels in stock. 

Good selection of used quads in stock all serviced/new tyres/warranty

McCormick CX105, 2007, c/w Quicke loader........................................................................................................................................ £19,495
Manitou MLT telehandler, 53 reg, comfort control, PUH, full spec ....................................................................................................£16,495
John Deere 6210 c/w loader, 2002 reg, JD loader .............................................................................................................................£15,995
Zetor 6341 Super, 2002, 52 reg, c/w Mailleux MX 75 loader .............................................................................................................£14,495
Case 4240 XL, 1996 P reg, 4WD, 2 spools, PUH/Drawbar, aircon, 1 owner ......................................................................................£12,995
Deutz 4.47 AgroXtra, 4wd, 1994 L reg, c/w Quicke 640 loader .........................................................................................................£12,495
Case 4230 4wd, 1994 M reg, c/w Quicke 750 loader/3rd service/joystick, 2 spools, PUH, 540/1000 PTO .....................................£12,495
Zetor 6340 c/w Traclift  loader, 1999 reg, 4500 hours ....................................................................................................................... £11,995
Fiat Agri 82-94 DT, 1994 L reg, c/w Quicke 3260 loader/4ft bucket, 2 spools .................................................................................. £11,795
Landini 9880 Evolution 4wd, 2001 Y reg, 95 HP ................................................................................................................................£10,795
John Deere 3300, 1996 reg, cleanest around ..................................................................................................................................... £11,495
Massey Ferguson 390 1993 K reg, 1 owner from new, 12/12 shuttle ...........................................................................................£11,495.00
Case 995 Super XL, 1994 L reg, 4wd, 1 owner from new ......................................................................................................................£9995
Case 885XL 1992 H reg, 4wd, 2 spools ...................................................................................................................................................£7995
Case 4210, 2wd, 1994 M reg, and Case 885 2wd c/w loader, 2wd, PUH, drawbar, 2 spools ...................................................... from £7495
Zetor 6245 4wd, 1992 H reg, c/w Quicke 4060 loader .............................................................................................................to clear £6495
Massey Ferguson 3070 4wd, 1988 E reg, Autotronic 4x4 powershift ....................................................................................................£5995
Fiat 780 2wd, 1985 B reg, 2 door cab, 2 spools, PUH ............................................................................................................................£5495 
JCB 801.8, 2006, twinspeed tracking, exoanding undercarriage, q-hitch, choice of 5 ................................................. from £8495 - £9495
Case CX 28 excavator , 2002, 3600 hours, c/w 3 buckets, rubber tracks ..............................................................................................£8995
Kubota KX36 mini digger, 2005, c/w 3 buckets, rubber tracks, 2600 hours ........................................................................................£7995
Kubota RTV 900cc utility vehicle, Camo edition, tipping body .............................................................................................................£5495

Gordon Agri, Loch Lomond. www.gordonagri.co.uk
Tel: 01360 661001   Mob: 07801 052 007  

CASE 885XL

£2750 o.n.o.

D REG, 80HP, 2WD
Tel: 07876797104

A A McIntyre 
Poultry

Rhode Rock, Bluebells, 
Sussex Star, Speckledys, 

White Star and Isa 
Browns, all fully 

vaccinated.  Also Kaki 
Campbell and White Elite 
Ducks , Geese.  Delivery 
all areas.  Housing for 2 

to 100 birds.  Poultry feed 
and equipment.

Telephone 01292 520453 
or 520222 or 591266 

or mobile 07779311149  
website 

aamcintyrepoultry.co.uk

Massey Ferguson 35,
1960, 3 cylinder, with 

V5, average restoration 
and ready to go 

condition. 
Offers when seen.
Tel 01855 811301

Kirkton and 
Auchtertyre 

farms are home 
to 1,200 sheep 

and 21 Aberdeen 
Angus cross 

cattle.

what approach and build-
ing materials best suits his 
need.

From there, knowing his 
budget, he can put work 
out to tender to obtain 
different proposals for 
construction or repair 
work from different con-
tractors and specialists.



M

Call now to 

01631 568020

A

F
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DRIVETIMES

2013 might have been a turning point 
for the economy, but cost-conscious 
Brits, from all classes, continued to 
make their money work harder than 
ever. With old school ‘value for money” 
sweeping the high street, 12 months 
ago, one fledgling brand, Dacia, em-
barked on its mission to shake up the 
UK car industry with its unique take on 
‘shockingly affordable” motoring.

And what a record-breaking year it’s 
been. Western European buyers have 
been snapping up Dacias in their 
thousands for years. But, because of 
their stunning success, aside from ‘I spy’ 
Dacia spots in sunnier climes, like typi-
cal Brits, while the French and Germans, 
among others, eagerly filled their boots, 
we’d queued up patiently to see what 
all the fuss was about. All that changed 
on 17th January, as the Duster and 
Sandero burst onto the scene. Literally. 
On that day, the ‘Dacia don’t do frivolity. 
You Do The Maths’ media campaign hit 
every media channel, and all main Da-
cia Retailers had their first Duster SUV 
and Sandero supermini demonstrator 
cars available.

Right up until launch, the word on the 
street and the internet was that there 
was no way the brand’s bullish aim of 
offering a new supermini for ‘sig-
nificantly less than £7,000’, let alone a 
spacious, family SUV for ‘under £10,000’ 
would stack up in the real world. Or, at 
least with them making a profit. Oh, 
how wrong they were. With custom-
ers queueing up at its showrooms in 
their droves, awards pouring in, plus 
two more new models up its sleeve 
for release later in the year, Dacia fast 
became the envy of many established 
rivals right from the start.

Much of it didn’t come as a huge sur-
prise to parent company, Renault. The 

Dacia brand, already the darling of the 
automotive industry, continues to ride 
the crest of a wave. Bucking the trend 
in many countries with falling sales and 
ever-decreasing profit margins, it had 
cleverly carved out its own niche, filling 
a void left behind by other brands who 
had their hearts set on becoming more 
upmarket.   

Of course, plenty of us had already seen 
Dacias and the brand’s value phenom-
enon sweep across Europe and the 
Euromed. But, for most, aside from the 
inimitable James May’s obsession with 
the brand, this was their first chance to 
see, touch and drive them for them-
selves.

The brand came to the UK with one 
mission. To shake up the long stagnant 
new and used UK car markets by offer-
ing ‘shockingly affordable’ vehicles with 
high levels of quality and unrivalled 
space and equipment for the money. A 
car from one class for the price of the 
one below if you like. Or, in the case of 
Duster, two below. And boy, did the 
Great British public grasp the concept. 
With both hands.

Amidst a publicity blitz in true ‘break 
the rules’ style at the Goodwood Festi-
val of Speed in July 2012, surrounded 
by some of the finest supercars and 
most valuable classic cars the world has 
to offer, Dacia brazenly slapped ‘from 
£8,995’ decals on the side of its Duster 
SUV and set about offering the eager 
British public their first taste of what 
it had to offer. Less than hour into the 
event, unprecedented demand meant 
extra staff had to be drafted in to help 
on the stand and the waiting list grew 
longer and longer for those desperate 
to get behind the wheel.

£600 o.n.o.

Bright blue; very low miles 
for year 24500; mechanically 
excellent condition; new rear 
suspension, front wishbones 
and discs; new spare tyre. 

Taxed and MoT to end of May.
Ideal first car, shopping trolley 

or run about.

Telephone: 
01770 810249

FORD KA 
2001

Dacia Duster scores hat-trick at Scottish Car of the Year awards

MITSUBISHI
L200

£5,750 (No VAT)

2007, 4 work in good condition with alloy wheels, side steps, 
rear tonneau cover, load liner, tow bar and service history, 

privately owned (not commercial), 91,000 miles.

Tel: 07973 225069

WANTED

Caravans,
Campervans
and Motor 

Homes, any 
year, size or 

condition
considered.
Telephone: 

0754 3359961 £1595 o.n.o.

Tri-axle, 16’ foot long, 
6’ 6” wide, 

spare wheel, 
ramps and jacks, 

four year old.

Telephone: 
07808 141469 or 

01880 740629

IFOR
WILLIAMS
TRAILER

WANTED

All types of 4 
x 4 vehicles, 
Landrovers,

Toyotas, Nissan 
Navara, any 4 x 4, 

also considered 
non runners or 
MOT failures.

Telephone: 
01250 884306 or

mobile
07885 203020

WANTED

Any 4x4 vehicle 
Landrover 90 or 
110, Mitsubishi, 
Toyota etc, any 
4x4 considered, 
any condition.

Telephone: 
07864035750

WANTED

Any 4x4 vehicle 
Landrover, 

Toyota, 
Mitsubishi etc, 
high mileage, 
any condition.

Telephone: 
07423736722

4X4s

TOP PRICE PAID
INSTANT 

COLLECTION AND 
PAYMENT

ANY AGE AND 
CONDITION

URGENTLY
REQUIRED

CALL
07711 573308
01250 872424

W.D. Semple
FIND US 

NOW AVAILABLE

The New Dacia Range
from £5,995*

Dacia Sandero = from £5,995*

Dacia Sandero Stepway = from £7,995*

Dacia Duster = from £8,995*

Sandero shown is a Laureate 1.2 16V 75 from £7,995.
sandero Stepway shown is a Laureate TCe 90 from £9,795.
Duster shown is a Laureate dCi 110 4X2 from £12,995.
Metallic paint optional on Sandero/Duster at £470.

These are just a small selection of cars currently in our showrooms

USED CARS
11 Renault Megane Exp 1.6, 5 door, Ruby Red, 16,000 miles ..........................£8,950
11 Renault Clio Dyn T/Tom DCi, 5 door, Blue, 22,000 miles............................£8,550
59 Renault Scenic Dyn DCI 105, Blue, 40,000 miles........................................£8,950
59 Suzuki SX4 GLX 1.6 saloon, Cherry Red, 21,500 miles................................£6,450
60 Fiat Grand Punto 1.4, 5dr, white, 17,500 miles ...........................................£5,650
10 Renault Megane Dyn DCi 106, 5 door hatchback, Silver, 25,000 miles ............ £8,950
10 Renault Clio Dyn, tom tom, TCE, 1.2, 5 Door, Black, 18,500 miles .................. £8,500
10 Renault Megane 1.5 DCi, Met. Grey, 25,000 miles .......................................... £7,950
10 Fiat Qubo Active 1.4, 5dr, silver, 13,500 miles ............................................£6,150
59 Renault Kangoo Exp 1.5 DCi, Blue, 39,000 miles........................................£7,350
09 Renault Modus Dyn, 1.5 DCi, Beige, 30,000 miles .....................................£6,500
59 Fiat Panda Active, 1.1, 5 dr white, 35,000 miles..........................................£3,950
58 Honda Jazz SE 1.4 Auto, 5 dr hatchback, Blue, 15,500 miles ......................£5,500
57 Ford Galaxy, TDCI 75k, 7 Seater, Grey ........................................................£6,950
07 Renault Grand Scenic, 1.5 Diesel, 7 Seater .................................................£4,950
07 Vauxhall Vectra 1.9,  CDTI, 67K miles.........................................................£3,950
56 Astra 1.6 life, 5 dr,  Silver, 50k miles............................................................£3,950

COMMERCIALS
60 Vauxhall Navarro DCI Van .............................................................£8,500 plus VAT
08 Renault Master, SWB, white ...........................................................£8,000 plus VAT
02 Renault Traffic LWB, DCI, Red .......................................................£2,250 plus VAT

New Dacia range available for test drive today!

SELECTION OF LOW PRICE CARS UNDER £2000 TO CLEAR

• VW GOLF ESTATE

• RENAULT SCENIC AUTOMATIC

• NISSAN 1.6 ALMERA

• CITROEN BERLINGO 1.4 CAR

• RENAULT KANGOO 1.2 CAR

• FORD FIESTA DIESEL 5DR

CAR AND VAN HIRE FROM BOTH BRANCHES

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE TO VIEW A MORE
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF VEHICLES ON OFFER
Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street. Tel: 01499 302150 Fax: 01499 302281
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park. Tel: 01546 606767 Fax: 01546 606272

NEW DACIA DUSTER AND SANDERO NOW IN STOCK



Call now to 

Tel: 01631 568010
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Tel: 01631 568020

S & S
SERVICES

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TO PROMOTE
YOUR NEW CAR

DEALERSHIP PLEASE
CALL: 01631 568000

SUBARU 
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

W.D. SEMPLE
www.wdsemple.com

Tel: 01499 302150

Tel: 01546 606767/
01546 606272

CROFT MOTORS 
SERVICES
Unit 5B, Ben Nevis Estate
Fort William

Tel. 01397 703877

While plenty of other car marques 
struggled, with a winning combina-
tion of attractive models, impressive 
quality and straightforward pricing, 
Dacia already boasted 5,000 orders for 
its Duster SUV and Sandero within just 
eight weeks of them arriving in show-
rooms in January.

In April and May, it put the cat amongst 
the pigeons with two more milestones. 
First, it confirmed prices for its Volvo-es-
tate load-rivalling Logan MCV (Maxi-
mum Capacitiy Vehicle). A steal from 
just £6,995, it continues to undercut 
anything close by thousands of pounds. 
Then in May, the chunky Sandero 
Stepway supermini crossover hit UK 
showrooms, from only £7,995.

And the success didn’t end there. The 
brand immediately hit the awards 
trail, driving off with some of the most 
prestigious titles in the car industry. In 

its first year. Even before most had even 
seen one, Duster picked up the overall 
Scottish Car of the Year trophy, while its 
smaller sibling, Sandero followed up the 
SUV’s success, by snaffling ‘Best Budget 
Car’ several months later. The new car 
buyers’ bible, What Car?, wasn’t slow to 
spot the brand’s potential either. In only 
its launch month it honoured Sandero 
with ‘Best Supermini under £12,000’. 
Among other noteworthy trophies 
throughout the year were several for 
Duster’s 4x4 and towing abilities, in-
cluding Caravan Club and Towcar, plus a 
hat-trick from Carbuyer.co.uk, including 
Car of the Year, for its ‘sensational value’.

The omens aren’t looking too shabby 
so far for Dacia in 2014 either. Funny 
that. Having sold more than 17,000 cars 
in 2013, with an ever-growing fanbase 
and four models available to tempt Brit-
ish buyers for the full year, it’s setting its 
sights on smashing that figure this year.

UK anniversary

 LETTINGS COMMERCIAL PROPERTY
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Now that the Christmas binge is over, it’s 
time to sort out your finances. The bigger 
your deposit, the lower the interest rate 
you will have to pay.

Here are some top tips from consumer group the 
HomeOwners Alliance:

1. Set a target to save for
Start by getting a clear idea of how much your 
new home will cost:

Check out the area you want to live in to get 
an idea of house prices and trends, and then 
remember to track it as prices are set to rise this 
year.

Ask a mortgage broker what they will lend and 
how much you need to save for a deposit. If it’s a 
90% mortgage then you know you’ll need to put 
up the remaining 10 per cent in deposit.  While 
you’re there ask the broker about upfront fees.

Don’t forget to add on legal fees and stamp duty 
as well and you’ll have a total to aim for.

2. Start budgeting today
Now’s the hard part. It’s not a quick win and 
it involves sacrifice. But setting a budget and 
sticking to it is still one of the best ways to make 
sure you’re not spending more than you earn and 
to identify possible savings.

Take the time to sit down and work out where 
your money is going. Prioritise what you really 
can’t do without and what you may be able to 
sacrifice for 6 months. How much would this save 
you?

Look at your insurance policies and utility bills 
and use comparison websites to see if you can 
get them cheaper.

Consider getting cash out at the start of the week 
and making it last, rather than using your cards.

Treat your saving for a deposit like you would 
treat paying a bill. Set up a regular transfer or a 
standing order to your savings account.

Savings rates are at miserly lows so make sure you 
scour the market for the best deals.

3. Stop renting

We all know the Catch-22: you can’t save for your 
own place because all your money goes into 

renting. If you want to break this cycle, chances 
are you’re going to have to compromise. Just 6-
12 months of not renting and living on a budget 
could make a huge difference to your deposit.

Here are some options:

Move back with Mum and Dad

Assuming you didn’t have a big row over 
Christmas, if your parents have the space and live 
near you then you’re throwing money away not 
staying with them for a short time.

Move in with friends

Perhaps you have a friend in a similar situation 
with a spare room.

Shared houses

Getting a room in a shared house will be cheaper 
and give you the chance to save up.

4. Borrow from the bank of Mum and Dad
More and more people are relying on help from 
their parents to raise a deposit. And there are also 
options for those parents who want to help but 
don’t want to hand over their savings.

5. Look into Government schemes
Over the last few years the government has 
launched several schemes aimed at helping 
people buy a home. The Help to Buy scheme 
allows you to buy new and previously loved 
properties with just a 5 per cent deposit. Other 
schemes allow you to buy a share in a new build 
property and pay subsidised rent on the rest. It’s 
worth looking into. 

How to save for a deposit in 2014

Professional Photography

Architectural & building consultants

TO RENT
DETACHED HOUSE 

BALVICAR
Three bed, two 

public rooms, shower and 
bathroom, new kitchen,

central heating with 
wood burners. 

£650 per month
07795550112 or 

argyll39@me.com
land lord reg 234322/130/26071

Epc available

BUNGALOW TO LET
STRONTIAN

3/4 bedrooms, furnished 
bungalow, all central 
heating, plus air to 

air and wood burner, 
garden with stream.
£560pcm + Council 

Tax and bills. 
Telephone 

01520 733339
Reg No: 329157

EPC: E

TO LET

LOCH AWE, ARGYLL, SCOTLAND
For Sale as a going con-
cern, a long established 
Boat Hire and Fishing 
Station business with 

-
ing rights on Scotland’s 
longest fresh water 
loch.  Freehold 4.5 acre site with boatyard (80 

Offers over £180,000. 

Tel. 01631 563901  www.alexanderdawson.co.uk

COMMERCIAL

TO LET OBAN
2 BED HOUSE

£550/pcm plus council tax 
and utilities

Parking, Central Heating
Available February
Sorry No Smoking, 

Pets, DSS

Phone: 07810865614
Reg no 5681/130/30440

To Let
Steading Cottage, Port Appin, PA38 4DQ
3 Bedroom within steading conversion
Oil central heating
Double Glazing
Beautiful Sea View
£700pcm
EPC Band E (39)
Private landlord registration 349199/130/25141

For enquiries contact: Rebecca Boswell on 01397 702433
e: rebecca.boswell@bidwells.co.uk

Rent from £450/
month

2 and 4 bedroom 
houses with sea views 
on the Island of Luing

Both central heated
Double glazed

Garage and large garden
Good local school

For details 
luing_rentals@live.co.uk

0844 871 0908
8am-5pm

£3200

51,000 miles, 
great condition.

Mob:
07542 496869

FORD FIESTA 
1.2

1997 LANDROVER 
DEFENDER 300TDI

£8850 o.n.o.

117,000 miles. Taxed until end of March. MOT until end of 
September. Taxed until end of March. Rebuilt on galvanised 

chassis. Plus extras. Solid and reliable.

Tel: 01852 500296

With trailer, in very 
good condition, any 

reasonable offer, 
move necessitates 

sale, parked at 
Dalavich, by Taynuilt.

Telephone: 
07879 484300

18’ SHETLAND
503WANTED

All types of 
motor homes & 

caravanettes. Any 
age or condition. 

We also buy water 
damaged or in need 

of repair. Also all 
types of touring 
caravans from 
95 onwards. 

Telephone: 
01250 884306

or mobile
07885 203020

WANTED

Caravans and 
motorhomes

Any make, Model 
or condition. 

Instant decision 
and payment.

Telephone: 
Mr Stewart

07783 638067 

The Brae’s, Dunoon – For Lease

Unexpectedly marketed with untapped potential.

A unique opportunity to operate a turn-key, 
benchmark, award winning premises over three 
separate trading areas with upper and lower 
terraces.  Currently trading with no ties, 2AM licence 
and wedding license.

Principals with proven 
track record will be 
considered.
Initial enquiries to 
01369 704 588 or 
info@mcarthurproperty.com

TO LET
Cruachan Cottages, 

Taynuilt.
2 bedroom Cottage.
DG. Front and back 
Gardens, EPC rating 
pending, Landlord 

registration number 
73085/130/01561

£475pm

07989 416354/
01505 320131

£1750 o.n.o.

Silver. 50,000 miles MOT’d 
til Dec 2014, taxed til June 
2014. Power steering, rear 
parking sensor. Reliable & 

economical, VGC.

Telephone: 
01852 500245 / 
07810 270104 

SKODA FABIA 1.4 
(2002)

FORD FOCUS 
1.6 ZETEC

£8995

white, 22k, 61 plate, Taxed, MOT and Warranty 09/ 14, 
beautiful condition, Part exchange considered

Contact 07710  303283 
HAWCO Fort William, Ardgour Road, 

Caol, Fort William

Tel: 01631 568010



Housekeeper and 
Handyman Wanted

Susanna Thomson, Bidwells, Carn Dearg 
House, North Road, Fort William, PH33 6PP

susanna.thomson@bidwells.co.uk

Based in our Oban office the successful applicant will be part of a small 
team selling advertising and features for our well established, award 
winning publications.
You will be responsible for calling new and existing clients to generate 
and maintain lasting business relationships. The successful applicant 
will benefit from on-going training, first class support, job stability and 
the opportunity to work for a professional company that believes in 
rewarding success and effort.
Please apply by email with full C.V and covering letter to: ali@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising Sales Executive
BASED IN OBAN

£ Excellent Basic + £ Bonus + Private Health Care 
+ Pension + Good Holidays

NORTH ARGYLL HOUSE
Bealach an Righ, Oban, Argyll PA34 5TG
Tel. 01631 562168    Fax. 01631 570623

We are looking for a compassionate 
and caring person for care of the 

elderly and have a vacancy for a full 
time care assistant.

6 month contract. Experience not necessary as 
training will be given. £6.99 to £8.34 per hour 
depending on qualifications. For an application 
form phone Manager Morag A Telfer.

Marine Manager
Isle of Mull

Following internal promotion Scottish Sea Farms are excited to offer an 
exceptional opportunity for a Marine Manager on the Isle of Mull. 

Already equipped with the highest specification feeding, stock observation 
and net cleaning equipment our Mull farms continue to lead the industry 
in the biological control of sealice. We now require an outstanding, 
experienced manager to lead and strengthen our existing team. You will be 
self-driven to achieve record performance and have impressive operational 
standards. Your inter-personal skills will create a positive team identity while 
continuously developing the strengths of each staff member. Attention to 
detail, strong safety focus and analytical depth are key role attributes. Our 
sites produce salmon of extraordinary quality - this is your ideal opportunity 
to help shape and secure our future.

SSF offer a training and personal development programme designed 
around your strengths and aspirations, occupational health support, 
subsided gym membership, bonus scheme and pension plan. 
Candidates must be committed to ongoing community engagement. 
Minimum required skills include a track record of achievement, advanced 
skippers ticket and full, clean drivers licence.   Competitive salary will be 
dependant on experience.  Housing and relocation support will also be 
available for this position.

If you’d like to know more about SSF please refer to our website www.
scottishseafarms.com. To informally enquire about the role itself please 
Email john.rea@scottishseafarms.com. Role description and application 
forms can be obtained by contacting Claire Scott on 01786 445521 or claire.
scott@scottishseafarms.com.  Applications should be accompanied by 
extensive cover letter.

Closing date: Friday 31st January 2014

A rare opportunity to fulfil a 
key role in one of the Highlands’ 

great weekly newspapers

EDITOR

Based in Oban, the new editor will have the drive and 
passion to deliver the best weekly newspaper possible 
through an acute awareness and understanding of the 
readership, imagination, motivation and efficient use of 
the resources available to them.  The editor will oversee the 
implementation of new developments both traditional and 
digital, as the newspaper faces exciting challenges ahead.

£ Excellent + car + BUPA + Enhanced Pension

Full driving licence is essential. 

Apply with CV and present salary to Ali Arden, 
ali@obantimes.co.uk

Safety & Plant Manager
Salary £26,311 to £30,507

An exciting opportunity has arisen for a full 
time Safety and Plant Manager based in our 
Helensburgh or Oban offices. Applicants must 
hold a relevant qualification in Health and Safety 
and have extensive experience in construction or 
housing maintenance environments.
Closing Date: 12 noon on Friday 31st January 2014 
For further information about this post or for an 
informal chat please contact 
J Forbes Managing Director on 01546 605899 or 
email john.forbes@acha.co.uk 
To apply visit our website at 
www.acha.co.uk/recruitment 
If you are unable to access the website contact 
the Recruitment Team: 
Tel 01546 605817 or 
email recruitment@acha.co.uk

Project Engineer/Manager
Hydroplan are established and experienced 
engineering and environmental consultants, 
specialising in the consenting, design and 
construction of small to medium hydro schemes.

Due to increasing demand, we are expanding our 
team and are looking for the following people: 

• Project Manager

• Assistant Project Engineer

Both roles will be based in our Fort William or Loch 
Lomond office.  For the right candidate we will offer 
a competitive salary and a relocation allowance if 
required.

You will need to have a practical “hands on” 
approach, be well organised and have excellent 
communication skills.   

For more information on the above roles, please visit 
www.hydroplan.co.uk. If you are interested in these 
positions, please send your CV to Audrey Jones at 
ajones@hydroplan.co.uk by the 27th January 2014

INVERARAY CASTLE
SEASONAL STAFF 

REQUIRED
Full/Part-Time

GUIDES/CASHIERS
TEAROOM/GIFT SHOP

For further information, please apply to:-
Mrs J Young, Castle Manager

Inveraray Castle, INVERARAY PA32 8XF
E-Mail - manager@inveraray-castle.com

PRIVATE ESTATE, COMRIE, 
PERTHSHIRE

Cook/Housekeeper 
required.

Requirements are positive 
disposition/good character, 

initiative, reliability and 
experience together with 

excellent references.
Accommodation will be provided. 
Salary commensurate with skills 

and experience to be agreed.
Position available from 

1st March 2014
Telephone 01764 670050 or email 

sheila.bruce@lawers.co.uk
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Assistant Hatchery Manager

Hatchery Technicians

Meridian Salmon Farms (Smolts) Ltd is a leading company in the Scottish 
Salmon Industry producing exceptionally high quality products for a 
demanding market. We are currently seeking candidates for the above 
positions based at our Furnace Hatchery near Inveraray, Argyll. 
Candidates must be committed to achieving the best results in a challenging 
environment by delivering the highest standard of operation. Candidates 
should be active, self-motivated, mature minded individuals with excellent 
team working and communication skills. Computer literacy and a technical 
aptitude would be advantageous, along with a current driving licence.
For the post of Assistant Manager, the ideal candidate will have experience 
of working within both Fry and Recirculation Units. 
An excellent employment package is available including salary, pension, 
on-call allowance and bonus.
If you feel you have the necessary attributes to successfully fulfil this position 
please send your CV, marking clearly which post you are applying for, to:
Violet McDougall
HR Manager
Meridian Salmon Farm (Smolts) Ltd
3 Lochnell Street
Lochgilphead
Argyll
PA31 8JL
or by email to violet.mcdougall@meridiansalmon.com.
The closing date for this vacancy is 1200 hours on Friday 7th February.

PERSONAL 
ASSISTANT 
REQUIRED

to support Gillian 
MacIntyre, 

16 hours per week 
(flexible).

Please contact 
01586 830255

TSL Contractors Ltd is a multi disciplined Construction Services 
Company based in Argyll & the Islands and we are currently experiencing 
a considerable increase in workload, leading to a requirement to 
strengthen our Construction Team. Our Core Construction Portfolio 
consists of; Social Housing; various Civils Works and Micro Hydro 
schemes, and we are seeking the following professional construction 
industry individuals whose high standards and pride in their 
workmanship will assist in the successful delivery of these projects.  
Site Manager: Salary: £ attractive; generous bonus scheme; fully expensed 
company vehicle; pension
Reporting to the Contracts Manager, you will be a high calibre Site Manager, who 
will have  responsibility for professionally managing projects throughout Argyll and 
the Islands.  Preferably with experience of both civils and building work, you should 
be able to demonstrate a proven track record in managing all types of construction 
projects, delivering a quality product to the client, having a good understanding of the 
importance of Health & Safety, be used to effectively co-ordinating  sub-contractors, and 
you will have good people  management skills.
Site Supervisor: Salary:  £ attractive; generous bonus scheme; fully expensed 
company vehicle; pension
Reporting to the Site Managers, you will be an experienced and competent hands-on 
supervisor.  Leading teams by example, you will be comfortable in the role of working 
foreman, working alongside site operatives on a daily basis, whilst co-ordinating all trades 
on site and ensuring high standards of workmanship and strict adherence to Health 
& Safety.  Knowledge of excavations, formwork, concrete and pipework installation is 
especially relevant.
Civils Gangers / Skilled Site Operatives / 360 Excavator Operatives (CPCS):  
Salary: £ highly competitive hourly rate of pay; generous bonus scheme; pension
Applications from all relevant persons who have a pride in their workmanship  are 
encouraged; however we have a particular requirement for excavator operatives who 
are competent in operating and maintaining a wide variety of plant, who are capable of 
working on their own initiative, and possess  a generally responsible approach to the job 
in hand.  Specific experience of micro hydro construction would be an advantage.

Please send your CV, with the position you are interested in clearly marked on your 
covering letter to: Deborah Feeney, Operations and HR Director, TSL Contractors 
Limited, Unit 6, McLeod Buildings, Lochavullin Road, Oban, PA34 4PL.
Or, by email to:  office@tslcontractors.co.uk

Refusing to ignore people in crisis

We are looking for experienced drivers to provide an efficient relief transport and escort service 
within the Lochgilphead, Kintrye and Campbeltown areas. Your duties will include conveying 
passengers safely between their home address and their destination, assisting with passenger 
needs in an emergency, if it is safe to stop and do so, to operate the passenger lift in a safe 
and steady manner for the passenger and escort. You will also perform routine checks on the 
vehicle as detailed on the daily log sheet and weekly checklists.

The successful candidate will have experience in driving a passenger-carrying vehicle, possess 
a good understanding of the routine maintenance of vehicles and be able to demonstrate 
awareness for the safety and well being of passengers. You should have a D1 certificate. An 
awareness of health and safety legislation relating to passenger transport is essential and a 
current First Aid certificate would be an advantage. 

For further information and to apply please visit: www.redcross.org.uk/About-Us/Jobs or email 
wrk4us@redcross.org.uk quoting reference Argyll/Drivers. Please note that we do not accept 
CVs for any of our positions. Closing date: Sunday 2 February 2014. 

As the post holder will be carrying out regulated work with protected adults they will be 
required to become a member of the Protection of Vulnerable Groups Scheme as established 
by the Protection of Vulnerable Groups (Scotland) Act 2007.

We are committed to welcoming people from the widest possible diversity 
of background, culture and experience.

The British Red Cross, incorporated by Royal Charter 1908, is a charity registered 
in England and Wales (220949) and Scotland (SC037738).

Rural Transport Drivers – Relief
Salary:  £7.00 per hour  /  Hours: Relief  /  Location: Lochgilphead, Kintyre and Campbeltown

HOLIDAY COTTAGE 
HELP NEEDED. 
Good hourly rates and 
travelling expenses. 
Reliable, taking sole 

charge of change overs 
Friday or Saturday 

(preferably both) with 
Thursday hours if needed.

Ford, PA31 8RJ

Tel - 07770866624

Scottish Tourist Board attraction and the 
home of Oban Single Malt Whisky, are looking 
to recruit Temporary Seasonal Guides to 

who possess a high standard of communication 

work within a team.

Interested candidates should call Andrea Verrall, 
Brightwork on 0141 272 8104 or email your CV 

will be held locally.

employment agency for permanent work and an 
employment business for temporary work.

Temporary 
Seasonal Guides - £8.01

CHOKERMAN 
REQUIRED.

Preferably 
experienced.

Chainsaw certificates 
would be an 
advantage.

Good rates of pay.
Tel Duncan Gillies: 

07747016977

All of these jobs can also be viewed on our 
recruitment website: www.westcoastjobs.co.uk

west coast
recruitment
west coast
recruitment



CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD
FIRST REGISTRATION OF 

COMMON GRAZINGS 

The Crofting Commission 
have registered the following 
Common Grazings on the 
Crofting Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.

Acharacle West Common 
Grazing, Ardnamurchan & 
Sunart 
Registration Number: CG35

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may appeal to the Scottish 
Land Court.  The appeal must 
be brought within 9 months 
from the date of this advert 
and should be made directly 
to the Land Court.

Details of the registration can 
be found at www.crofts.ros.
gov.uk/register/home

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them, may be
examined between the hours of 9.30 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. Monday to Friday (excluding public
holidays) at the SERVICE POINT, LOCHABER HOUSE, HIGH STREET, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6EL and
online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time period
indicated from the date of this notice. Anyone making a representation about this proposal should
note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of
representations in respect of this proposal.

www.highland.gov.uk

ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Reference Number Development Address Proposal Description

13/04434/FUL Hospital Cottage, Glencoe Change of use to 2no
residential units and erect
extension

Time period for comments is 14 days.

13/04744/PIP Land 50m W of 72
Camaghael, Fort William

Erect house

14/00014/PIP South East of 7 Upper
Inverroy, Roy Bridge

Erection of house

14/00054/FUL Nether Lochaber Parish
Church Hall, Onich

Erection of extension to
provide ancillary hall
accommodation & storage

We are looking for professional and reliable recruits 
to join our family run team at The Oyster Inn. The 
right candidates will deliver friendly, efficient 
customer service and create a warm and welcoming 
atmosphere for all of our customers, with the key 
aim of retaining and attracting new customers.
The following positions are available on a full or part 
time basis and above minimum wage is offered to 
the right candidate. 

Housekeeping Staff & Cleaners
Food & Beverage Supervisor

Food & Beverage Service Assistants
General Kitchen Porters

To apply for the above positions, please submit a 
current CV and covering letter for the attention of 
Jayne at The Osyter Inn, Connel, By Oban, PA37 1PJ, 
Tel; 01631 710666. Email: stay@oysterinn.co.uk.
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CROFTING COMMISSION

COIMISEAN NA 
CROITEARACHD

DECROFTING DIRECTIONS 
ISSUED

Name, Croft, Extent/Reason, 
Conditions, Case number

Mrs C M MacLean
5 Kilmoluaig, Tiree
0.041 ha - Croft house site and 
garden ground 
4.85.43025
Conditions: 3a & 4

Mrs F A MacLean
2 Cornaigbeg, Tiree
0.107 ha - Croft house site and 
garden ground 
4.85.42700
Conditions: 3a & 4

Mrs P M MacNiven
76 Camagheal, Kilmallie
0.12 ha - Site for a dwelling 
house 
4.86.43313
Conditions: 2, 3b & 4 

Mr S Bate
Highfield Croft, Kilmore & 
Kilbride
0.158 ha - Site of an existing 
chalet
4.86.45776
Conditions: 3a, 4 & 5

Mr H C MacLachlan
Ben Heint, Ardnamurchan & 
Sunart
0.083 ha - Amenity ground 
4.86.45801
Conditions: 1, 3c & 4

Conditions

(1 Purchase area within 
5 years of the date of 
direction.

(2 To provide a site for a 
dwellinghouse 

(3) Complete enclosure of 
the land with a stock proof 
fence within 4 months of:

(a) the date of the direction    
(b) the proposed development 

completion
(c) acquisition

(4) That fence shall be 
maintained in good 
order and repair by each 
successive owner or 
occupier of the land.

(5) To provide a site for an 
existing chalet.

Any person with an interest 
in the application may appeal 
against a decision to the 
Scottish Land Court within 42 
days of the date of this advert.

CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD
DECISIONS ON 

APPLICATIONS TO
CREATE NEW CROFTS 

Application by Miss Isobel 
L Brown, of Hill Park Croft, 
Kilchrenan, Argyll has been 
Approved.
5.01.45347

Application by James M 
Coates of Riverside Croft, 
Campbeltown, Argyll has 
been Approved.
5.01.43747

Any person with an interest 
in the application may appeal 
against a decision to the 
Scottish Land Court within 42 
days of the date of this advert.

Water Environment and Water Services 
(Scotland) Act 2003

Water Environment (Controlled Activities) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2011
Application for Authorisation

Toberonochy Sewage Treatment System, Isle of Luing
An application has been made to the Scottish Environment Protection Agency 
(SEPA) by Scottish Water for authorisation to carry on controlled activities at, 
near or in connection with Toberonochy, Isle of Luing, namely:

SEPA considers that the above controlled activities may have an impact on the 
water environment and on the interests of other users of the water environment.
A copy of the application and any accompanying information may be inspected 
free of charge, at the SEPA Registry below, between 9.30am and 4.30pm Mon-
day to Friday (except local and national holidays) and by prior arrangement at 
SEPA’s Lochgilphead Office, Kilbrandon House, Manse Brae, Lochgilphead, 
PA31 8QX 01546 602876.  Alternatively, the application may be viewed on 
SEPA’s website at:
www.sepa.org.uk/water/water_regulation/advertised_applications.aspx
Any person affected or likely to be affected by, or having an interest in, the 
application may make representations to SEPA in writing within 28 days be-
ginning with the date of this advertisement, at the following address, quoting 
reference number CAR/S/1117329
Registry Department, SEPA, Dingwall office, Graesser House, Fodderty Way, 
Dingwall, IV15 9XB.
Written representations received by SEPA within 28 days of this advertisement 
will be taken into consideration in determining whether or not to grant the 
application.

 Description of controlled activity Waters affected National Grid reference
 Mean discharge of 26m3 per day of Shuna sound NM 7497 0874
 Treated sewage effluent
 Intermittent discharge of screened, Shuna sound NM 7497 0874
 Untreated sewage

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
Marine Harvest: Marine farm installation

Notice is hereby given that Marine Harvest has applied to 
the Scottish Ministers of the Scottish Government, under 
Part 4 of the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010, in respect of marine 
farm installation at:
Cost Banding               > £2500 - ≤ £5000
Location  Latitude  Longitude
Gorsten, Loch Linnhe Co-ordinates Co-ordinates
  56 47.476’N 005 10.373’W
  56 47.375’N 005 10.115’W
  56 46.982’N 005 10.806’W
  56 47.056’N 005 10.976’W
     (WGS84)

Plans showing the position of the works may be inspected 
at Fort William Library, Airds Crossing, High St,
Fort William, PH33 6EU.

Objections relating to safety of navigation or environmental 
issues in respect of the application should be made in 
writing to:

Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, Marine 
Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB 
within 28 days of the date of this notice or by email: 
MS.MarineLicensing@scotland.gsi.gov.uk, quoting 
reference: 

FKB/M156
Marine Harvest (Scotland) Ltd

Interviews - do’s and don’ts
An interview is a discussion between you and 
an employer to find out if you can do the job. 
It’s your chance to make a good impression. 
However, there are certain rules you should 
follow in interviews.
What to do:

Dress smartly, look bright and attentive, and speak 
clearly and confidently. Don’t forget that in the first 
few minutes only 7% of the interviewer’s opinion of 
you is formed by what you say - the rest is judged on 
how you look, act and sound

Find out where the venue is beforehand, how to get 
there and how long it takes

Get your outfit ready the night before

Find out what kind of interview it will be so you can 
prepare

Examine the person specification and your CV/applica-
tion form, and think about what type of questions 
they will ask you

Prepare answers for the main questions - for example, 
why do you want the job, what are your strengths and 
weaknesses, what are the main tasks in this job?

Make about three or four points in each answer

Quote real examples of when you’ve used certain skills 
- just saying you’ve got a skill isn’t enough

Take your time when answering the questions: make 
sure you understand the question and take your time 
if you need to think

Sell yourself: no one else is going to! Be positive about 
yourself and your experiences

Prepare some questions to ask at the end of the 
interview - use it as an opportunity to find out more 
about the role and the company. (Don’t ask about 
money or perks just yet!)

When discussing salary, know your market worth and 
start by quoting a little higher than this

Get feedback on your performance, whether you were 
successful or not

Turn off your mobile phone: treat the interviewers 
with respect and give them your undivided attention

Keep your answers focused on what you can do for 
the employer, not what they can do for you

What not to do:
Don’t be late

Don’t swear or use slang words

Don’t slouch in your seat or do anything that makes 
you look uninterested

Don’t smoke

Don’t lie: the interviewer may see through you. Even if 
you get the job, your employer can dismiss you if they 
find out that you have not been honest

Don’t let your nerves show too much; a few nerves are 
normal but extreme nerves will affect your perform-
ance. Use breathing techniques and try to remember 
that it’s not a life and death situation - there are plenty 
of jobs out there!

Don’t be arrogant and assume you’ve got the job. 
Nothing turns off employers more than someone who 
is disrespectful and over-confident

Don’t discuss controversial topics such as religion, 
politics and gender relations

Don’t read from notes or your CV — you should be 
familiar enough with your own history to be able to 
talk about it unprompted

Don’t criticise former employers or colleagues. 
Interviewers may mark you down as a troublemaker 
and a gossip

Don’t argue with the interviewer, no matter what. 
Remember to keep things positive!

These rules apply for most jobs. However, employers in some 
industries can use more relaxed and informal interviewing 
techniques. In some creative fields (design and media for 
example) it may be expected that you turn up for the inter-
view in casual clothes, as that is the dress code in the office. 
However, smart casual is better than very casual. If you’re in 
any doubt, do some research on typical interview techniques 
in your line of work.

Above all, preparation is the key to performing well in 
interviews. Research the role and organisation, and prepare 
evidence and examples of your skills and competencies.

TRADE COUNTER 
PERSON REQUIRED
Tools and Equipment are looking for a new team 
member for there Trade counter.
You will need to have a clean driving Licence as 
some delivery work will be required.
A positive attitude and enjoy dealing with a varied 
range of tools sales and Hire bookings.
Experience within the Hire and Tool sales would be 
of an advantage.

Please contact Iain Alexander
iaina@tools-and-equipment.com

1 Mill Lane, Lochavullin, Industrial Estate, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HA

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected at Municipal Buildings Albany 
Street Oban PA34 4AW, Monday to Friday 9am to 12:30pm and 1:30pm to 5pm. On Wednesdays, the Customer Service 
Points will open at 10am. At the alternative locations detailed below or by logging on to the Council’s website at 
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications should be made to the above address 
within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

13/02757/PP Demolition of derelict barn and erection 
of 3 dwellinghouses

The Barn Ardnacross Farm Aros Isle 
of Mull Argyll and Bute PA72 6JS

Sub Post Office 
Aros Isle of Mull

13/02845/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse 
and formation of new vehicular access.

Land Adjacent to Tigh Na Mara 
Port Appin Appin Argyll and Bute 
PA38 4DE 

Sub Post Office 
Ledaig

13/02865/PP Demolition of Blacksmiths workshop and 
erection of new workshop

Weldmech Services Workshop 
Taynuilt Argyll and Bute PA35 1JQ 

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

13/02908/PP Erection of single storey extension to 
form hairdressing room.

North Argyll Eventide Home Dunollie 
Road Oban Argyll and Bute PA34 5TG 

Oban Area Office

13/02923/PP Erection of extension to form new stairs 
and entrance

Mull Theatre Druimfin Tobermory Isle 
of Mull Argyll and Bute PA75 6QB 

Tobermory Area 
Office

14/00092/PP Removal of condition 2 of planning 
permission 01/87/547

Coquet Lodge Annexe Balvicar 
Isle of Seil Oban Argyll and Bute 
PA34 4TF 

Sub Post Office 
Balvicar

14/00109/PPP Renewal of Planning Permission in 
Principle Reference 10/01951/PPP (site 
for the erection of 3 dwellinghouses and 
associated works)

Land North East of Tigh-An-Lochan 
Kilchrenan Taynuilt Argyll and Bute 
PA35 1HD 

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

14/00034/PP Demolition of sunroom and erection 
of extension

The Old Schoolhouse Scarinish Isle 
of Tiree Argyll and Bute PA77 6UH 

Tiree Area Office

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 - 17:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at 67 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX, at the alternative locations detailed below during their 
normal opening times or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for 
the following list of applications should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the 
reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

13/02910/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, installation of 
septic tank and formation of vehicular 
access

Plot 1 Land East of Cairn Cottage 
Port Ellen Isle of Islay Argyll and 
Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Port Ellen

13/02914/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse Land North West of Arivoulchallum 
Port Ellen Isle of Islay Argyll and 
Bute PA42 7DD

Sub Post Office 
Port Ellen

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 - 17:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at Whitegates Offices, Whitegates Road, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8SY, at the alternative locations 
detailed below during their normal opening times or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.
Written comments for the following list of applications should be made to the above address within 21 days of this 
advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

13/02905/MFF Formation of fish farm (Atlantic Salmon) 
incorporating twelve 120m diameter 
circular cages and siting of feed barge.
Minor re-positioning of equipment relative 
to planning permission 13/00533/MFF

Rubha Garbh North East of Scalasaig 
Isle of Colonsay Argyll and Bute

Sub Post Office Isle 
of Colonsay

THE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT (SCOTLAND) 
REGULATIONS 2011
NOTICE UNDER REGULATION 18
Planning Application Reference Number: 13/02905/MFF
Proposed Development at Rubha Garbh North East of Scalasaig Isle of Colonsay Argyll and Bute 
Notice is hereby given that an environmental statement has been submitted to Argyll and Bute Council by Marine 
Harvest (Scotland) Limited relating to the planning application in respect of Formation of fish farm (Atlantic Salmon) 
incorporating twelve 120m diameter circular cages and siting of feed barge. Minor re-positioning of equipment relative 
to planning permission 13/00533/MFF notified to Argyll and Bute Council.
A copy of the environmental statement and the associated planning applications may be inspected during office 
hours in the register of planning applications kept by the Planning Authority, at Whitegates Office, Whitegates Road, 
Lochgilphead, PA31 8SY and by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and going through the 
‘Online Planning and Building Standards Application Information’ system during the period of 28 days beginning with 
the date of this notice. 
Copies of the environment statement may be purchased from Marine Harvest (Scotland) Limited at a cost of £10.00 
digital copy and £100.00 paper copy and requests should be sent to Mr David Biggin, Marine Harvest (Scotland) Limited, 
Farms Office, Blar Mhor Industrial Estate, Fort William, PH33 7PT
Any person who wishes to make representations to Argyll and Bute Council about the environmental statement should 
make them in writing within the period to Mr R. Kerr, Principal Planning Officer, Whitegates Office, Whitegates Road, 
Lochgilphead, PA31 8SY
Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website: 
https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 
The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning 
and Regulatory Services, Whitegates Office Whitegates Road Lochgilphead PA31 8SY. 
A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. 
Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk



 BABY EQUIPMENT
FOLDABLE HIGH 
CHAIR/ Feeder, red and 
white as new,  £25 Tel-
ephone 01852  500296.
MAMAS AND PAPAS 
STROLLER Mamas 
and Papas Aria single 
pushchair, complete with 
rain hood, very good 
condition, Barcaldine,  
£10 Telephone 01631 
720751.
MOTHERCARE BABY 
BOUNCER Head hugger 
3 point safety harness, 
washable cover cream 
in excellent condition. 
Some paint has come 

WEST COAST CLASSIFIEDS
www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

of metal legs,  £5 Tel-
ephone 01546 830104.
SILVER CROSS PRAM 
good condition,  £49 Tel-
ephone 01397 700437.

 BICYCLES
CYCLE TYRE PUMP 
Topeak Joe Blow Sprint 
160psi cycle tyre pump, 
cost £55 new, Barcal-
dine,  £15 Telephone 
01631 720751.

 BUILDING / DIY
B A L L A C H U L I S H 
SLATES FOR SALE 
large quantity located 
in Onich.  Still on roof,  
buyer removes, OF-

FERS Telephone 01499 
302623 or 07795 
598067².
BOSCH SDS HAM-
MERDRILL 11OV with 
case, working order,  
£49.99 Telephone 01631 
720369.
ELECTRIC TILE CUT-
TER 240V, hardly used,  
£35 Telephone 01631 
720369.
WEED CONTROL, 
TERRAM ROLLS large 
quantity of used weed 
control terram material, 
ex Highland Heathers, 
rolled up ready to go, 
lying Achahoish, PA31 
8PD,  £20 Telephone 
07780 903965.

CAR ACCESSORIES
BATTERY CHARGER 
Seller Startrite Auto car/
motorbike battery charger, 
6 or 12 volt, 4 amp, Bar-
caldine,  £10 Telephone 
01631 720751.
COOL BOX plug in 12 
volt cool box with 240 
volt to 12 volt adaptor, 
hardly used ideal for 
hols or the odd camping 
hols,  £30 Telephone 
07928 946492.
WINTER TYRES 5,000 
miles, 185/60 R15, £400 
new, any reasonable of-
fer accepted. Telephone 
07759 969038².

CARAVAN 
EQUIPMENT

MOTORHOME FIAMMA 
LEVELLING  System, 2 
No. Fiamma Magnum 
System Levelling ramps. 
Used twice, excellent 
condition. Kentallen 
Area,  £12 Telephone 
07970 544042.
MOTORHOME WATER 
HOSE REEL 20M 
used once, excellent 
condition. Flat hose on 
cassette with connec-
tors, 20 metres long,  
£18 Telephone 07970 
544042.

CATERING
EQUIPMENT

1 2KG CO² Serviced 
and passed October,  
£15 Telephone 01852  
500296.
1 FIRE BLANKET ,  
£5 Telephone 01852  
500296.
10 WALL BOTTLE 
BRACKETS ,  £20 Tel-
ephone 01852  500296.
11 GLASS WATER 
JUGS ,  £5.50 Telephone 
01852  500296.
12 1 CUP STAINLESS 
STEEL tea pots,  £16 
Telephone 01852  
500296.
12 LATTE GLASSES 
,  £12 Telephone 01852  
500296.
12 WINE COOLERS ,  
£25 Telephone 01852  
500296.
14 SETS STAINLESS 
STEEL salt and pep-
per pots, jumbo size,  
£14 Telephone 01852  
500296.
2 FIRE EXTINGUISH-
ERS (6 litre foam).  
Serviced and passed 
October,  £15 each 
Telephone 01852  
500296.
24 GLASS CLOTHS 
excellent condition,  
£10 Telephone 01852  
500296.
24 IRISH COFFEE 
GLASSES stills boxed,  
£24 Telephone 01852  
500296.
24 SUNDAE GLASSES,  
£24 Telephone 01852  
500296.
32 WHITE WAITERS 
CLOTHS in excellent 
condition,  £10 Tel-
ephone 01852  500296.
34 175ML WINE 
GLASSES,  £10 Tel-
ephone 01852  500296.
36 STACKABLE SOUP 
BOWLS white with han-
dle each side,  £15 Tel-
ephone 01852  500296.

48 STACKABLE TEA-
CUPS and saucers, 
white,  £48 Telephone 
01852  500296.
5LTR TABLE TOP 
FRYER ,  £20 Telephone 
01852  500296.
6 STAINLESS STEEL 
2 cup teapots,  £12 Tel-
ephone 01852  500296.
7 BLUE AND WHITE 
CHECK cotton table 
cloths 46” x 46”,  £20 Tel-
ephone 01852  500296.
7 BLUE MARBLE wipe-
able table cloths 54” 
x 54”,  £25 Telephone 
01852  500296.
72 1 PINT GLASSES,  
£15 Telephone 01852  
500296.
80 GREEN AND WHITE 
tea towels, excellent 
condition,  £28 Tel-
ephone 01852  500296.
BENCH CAN OPENER,  
£30 Telephone 01852  
500296.
METAL PAVEMENT 
SWING SIGN on heavy 
stand,  £49.99 Telephone 
01852 500296.
STAINLESS STEEL 
THIMBLE  Measures, 
4 x 35ml, 1 x 50ml, 1 
x 125ml, 2 x 175ml,  
£20 Telephone 01852  
500296.

CLOTHES, SHOES
AND ACCESSORIES

MEN’S CLOTHES 
men’s sports hoodies, 
Adidas, Nike, Puma, 
ex condition, sizes XL- 
XXL, various colours 
£10 each.  Also men’s 
jeans size 38R, Police 
make, £20 Telephone 
01586 551314.

DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

DYSON  Vacuum Model:
DC04. Good working 
order,  £49 Telephone 
01631 358058.
ELECTRIC GRIDDLE 
PLATE never used 

brand new. boxed,  
£15 Telephone 07970 
544042.
FRIDGE Indesit,  good 
working order,  £49.99 
Telephone 07428 
047387.
HOTPOINT FRIDGE/
FREEZER white Hotpoint 
RFA06 Fridge/Freezer, 
160/60/60, good condi-
tion,  uplift only, Oban, 
£45 Telephone 07717 
501307.
STEAM IRON and 
ironing board,  £15 Tel-
ephone 01852  500296.
VAX BAGLESS CYLIN-
DER vacuum cleaner, 
2.2ltr, perfect working 
order,  £20 Telephone 
01852  500296.

 FARMING 
EQUIPMENT

4WD POWERED BAR-
ROW Honda engine, 
250kg tipping skip. 28” 
wide. Great for sitework, 
gardens etc. Unused. 
Free del mainland Argyll. 
View Minard,  £950 Tel-
ephone 07771 981188.
CATTLE GRID Hopkins 
cattle grid. Heavy duty 

type. 10 foot with side 
rails and hedgehog 
ramp, vgc. Can deliver,  
£1200 Telephone 07718 
524158.

 FURNITURE
BED set of bunk beds,  
£15 Telephone 01631 

BED CHAIR sleep over 
bedroom chair converts 
to a single bed,  £8 Tel-
ephone 01631 564848 

BRAND NEW DOUBLE 
DIVAN BED with 10” 
deep luxury orthopae-
dic mattress. Never 
used and still in original 
packaging. Can deliver. 
Cost £399 must sell,  
£150 Telephone 07767 
350233.

DOUBLE BED Airsprung 
double divan bed with 
four drawers, good con-
dition,  £49 Telephone 
01586 551314.
ERCOL UNITS 6ft high 
dark wood corner unit 3 
shelves and cupboard, 
gc,  £49.99  Telephone 
01631 563303.
LARGE DINING TABLE 
square, oak, extending 
table, in good condition, 
seats 8-10,  £49.99 Tel-
ephone 01855 821278.
MAHOGANY DINING 
CHAIRS 4 mahogany 
dining chairs, red velvet 
upholstery, Barcaldine,  
£10 each Telephone 
01631 720751.
OVAL PINE TABLE 6-
seater oval pine double 
gate-leg table, 5’ by 3’, 
very good condition, Bar-
caldine,  £40 Telephone 
01631 720751.
ROCKING CHAIR large 
rocking chair made from 
beech wood. Great 
movement, good condi-
tion,  £49.99 Telephone 
01631 750135.
SETTEE small modern 
two seat settee in light 
brown velour,  £19 Tel-
ephone 01631 564848 

SETTEE two x 2 seat 
dark green leather set-
tees,  £18 Telephone 

Hours.
SEWING TABLE small 
drop leaf sewing table 
with lined interior,  £10 
Telephone 01631 

SINGLE BED immacu-
late single divan with un-
der bed,  £24 Telephone 

Hours.
SOLID PINE TV/HI FI 
UNIT stainable,  D50cm, 
L102cm, H620cm, glass 
c/board 1 side with 
adj shelf, other side 2 
adj, shelves and bot-
tom drawer. Exc cond,  

£49.99 Telephone 
07970 544042.
TABLE small modern 
circular kitchen table,  
£4 Telephone 01631 

TABLE small drop leaf 
formica kitchen table,  
£11 Telephone 01631 

TV STAND black glass 
TV stand with three 
shelves for LCD TVs, 
ex condition,  £30 Tel-
ephone 01586 551314.
VICTORIAN MAHOG-
ANY DRESSING Table 
with drawers & mirror. 
Made of mahogany, a 
bargain price for a very 
pretty piece of furniture,  
£49.99 Telephone 01631 
750135.
WARDROBE combina-
tion wardrobe with 4 
drawers and mirrored 
cabinet,  £8 Telephone 

Hours.

GARDEN
MACHINERY

PRESSURE WASHER 
owing to fathers estate, 
selling a power washer 
in good condition, wand 
and all parts,  £49 Tel-
ephone 07928 94692.

HEALTH AND 
FITNESS

FOOT MASSAGER and 
facial sauna with hand-
held body massager, still 
boxed,  £25 Telephone 
01852 500296.

HEATING, FIRES AND 
FIREPLACES

OIL TANK green plas-
tic Titan 1250 litre oil 
tank. Delivery possible,  
£49.99 Telephone 01631 
750135.
PLASTIC OIL TANK low 

valve. Perfect condi-
tion, used for kerosene,  
£49.99 Telephone 07748 
994834.

HIGHLAND DRESS
KILT SOCKS BURNS 
NIGHT TREAT! New 
hand-knitted cream kilt 
socks, Patons 55%wool, 

shoe size 8-9. Bargain!,  
£45 Telephone 07783 
108940.

HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

MODEL AIRCRAFT EN-
GINE SC52 four stroke, 
used but in good order, 
with glo plug,  £40 Tel-
ephone 07748 994834.
PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD White, Baby Blue 
& Baby Pink colours in 
stock available in A3/
A4/A5 sizes, from 13p 
per sheet. Contact Krisp 
Print.  Telephone 01586 
554975.

HOME FURNISHINGS
CURTAINS (2 PAIRS) 
NEXT Ring top eyelet 
curtains, olive green 
faux suede.  167cm 
wide/229cm drop.  Fully 
lined, 2 pairs, very good 
condition,  £40 Tel-
ephone 01631 358058.

HOME OFFICE
DESK approx, 5’ x 3’ 
kneehole desk with 
drawers on each side,  
£12 Telephone 01631 

MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS, fea-
turing spectacular 
photography of some 
of our most scenic 
lochs, rivers, beaches 
and mountains. Places 
include: Stirling, Fort 
William, Glencoe, Ab-
erdeen, Isle of Skye, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Loch Lomond, Kelso, 
Aviemore, Forfar, Rum 
and Eigg, Shetland, 
Glentrool and Dryburgh. 
Always a popular gift 
for family and friends at 
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Your ad will appear in the Oban Times,
 The Campbeltown Courier, The Argyllshire Advertiser 

AND online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

TO ADVERTISERS - No trade advertisers in private sales
  - All boats, cars & trailers must appear in Drive Times

YOUR LOCAL WEST HIGHLAND OFFICES:
OBAN: The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

FORT WILLIAM: The Oban Times, Mamore House, The Parade, Fort William PH33 6BA
CAMPBELTOWN: The Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, 

Campbeltown, PA28 6AE
LOCHGILPHEAD: Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, PA31 8NB

To place your advertisement simply fill in the form 
below and post or hand in to any of our offices
Or visit the website and input your details at 
www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE TUESDAY 1.00pm

NAME.....................................TEL...........................

SELL YOUR ITEMS WORTH

£50 OR MORE
FOR ONLY £14.25 + VAT

UP TO 25 WORDS
TO MAKE A PAYMENT CALL 01631 568000
OR EMAIL ADVERTS@OBANTIMES.CO.UK

SELL YOUR ITEMS

UNDER £50
FREE

David Millward, crew commander at Kilmelford Fire 
Station, has been nominated as Fire Fighter of the Year 

at a prestigious awards ceremony. 06_a04david02

Lochwatch volunteers Iain MacKinnon, second from left, and Murray Humphries receive the radar equipment 
from MacQueen Bros Charitable Trust representatives Graham MacQueen and Linda Fraser. 16_t04lochwatch01

Loch Awe radar donation allows 
sunken boat search to begin

Joanna Peteranna checks 
out repair work on the 
access road to Vatersay 

slipway.

Women encouraged  to take part in 
cervical screening

The Oban Times



Advertise your unwanted items in The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or 
Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad

will also appear online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk.
Simply use the coupon on this page or visit the website and input your details there.
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Pauline
Born: 9th January 2014

Bob and Lesley are delighted 
to announce the safe arrival 
of baby Pauline, a little sister
for Susie and Gillian.

(sample ad)

Share your celebrations with

in our new look Announcements Section

Annie
Birthday: 25th January

Look who’s all grown up!
Happy 21st birthday!
Have a brilliant day.
Lots of love from all the family 
xxx

(sample ad)

Michael and Sophie
got engaged on 1st January

Both families are delighted 
to announce the recent 
engagement of Michael and 
Sophie. Congratulations from 
all family and friends.

(sample ad)

call us today on 01631 568000

Share your 
celebrations with 
our ALL NEW 
announcements
adverts - starting 
next week!

5x2 colour 
ads with 
artwork, a 
photo and 
your own 
personal 
message.
Let everyone 
know about an 
engagement,
birthday, 
anniversary or 
new arrival in 
your family!

Call us now to 
book your space!

ONLY

£25+ VAT

Louisa Stage 
22/01/1993

Happy 21st Birthday!
With love from
all the family

PERSONALS

Mr & Mrs Cameron 
would like to thank 
family and friends 
for all the gifts and 
cards received on 

our wedding day. A 
special thank you 
to my daughter 

Kara and Craig for 
making our day so 

very special.
- Love Hoots and 

Gunnie.

Ian and Marion Smith 
of Tomonie, Banavie, 

who celebrated 
their 50th Wedding 

Anniversary with their 
family at the Moorings 

Hotel.  They were 
married in 1963 by 

Rev. Donald Lamont, 
Kilmallie Free Church.

STATIONERY

STONEWORKMARINE SURVEYOR

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE

STOVES

Country Kiln

AFFORDABLE

Delivered Nationwide 

01560 483966 
www.WoodburningStovesLimited.com 

Woodburning & Multifuel stoves 

WOODBURNING STOVES

MOBILITY

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Doors &  WindowsGarage Doors
GRP/Flat Roofs

Carports and Door canopies

Replacement Sealed Units

Conservatories/Porches

Ronald or Lachie 01631 720074 or 07776402550
gordon961@btinternet.com

ACCORDIONS FOR SALE

L
O

C
A

L
  

Central Heating Systems • Underfloor Heating • Oil Fired 
 Natural Gas • LPG • Solid Fuel • Complete Bathrooms supplied 
& fitted • Tiling, Bathrooms & Kitchens • Joiner & Electrical work

New build and complete house renovations
Tel: 01631 562383 • Fax: 01631 565512

Mobile: 07774 480 393
Email: boydnjl@supanet.com

16 Airds Crescent, Oban, Argyll, PA34 5SJ
24 HOUR CALL OUT SERVICE

Plumbing & Heating 
Contractors Ltd.

PLUMBING

AFAM
Argyll forestry, windblown 

trees cleared, standing timber 
bought, fully insured.

Contact:- Michael Swailes 
07887608082

afamservices@tiscali.co.uk

TREE SERVICES

TO ADVERTISE IN OUR NEW LOOK LOCAL SERVICES SECTION CONTACT MARION LACEY ON 01631 568013 OR  MLACEY@OBANTIMES.CO.UK

OBAN BLINDS

SECONDHAND
GUNS WANTED
PARTICULARLY INTERESTED

IN GOOD QUALITY S/S OR
O/U SHOTGUNS BY LEADING

MANUFACTURERS
Telephone: 01250 872056

info@jamescrockartandson.co.uk
JAMES CROCKART AND SON
Blairgowrie Gunmakers est. 1852

FIREARMS

FLOORING SPECIALIST

FIREWOOD

home or abroad. Order 
on-line at www.scot-
tishcalendars.co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALEN-
DAR, fabulous views 
of the West Highlands 
portrayed in this handy 
and conveniently sized 
calendar. Places in-
clude: Inveraray, Appin, 
Oban, Seil, Isle of Mull, 
Campbeltown, Tarbert, 
Machrihanish, Fort Wil-
liam.  Ideal for home 

on-line at www.scottish-
calendars.co.uk

 MARINE
BOAT Orkney 17ft 

-
aged. Outer skin holed 
inner sound, handrails 
and cuddly ripped away 
from hull. Repairable,  
£49.99 Telephone 01631 
750135.
HYDRAULIC GEAR-
BOX AND MANIFOLD 
PRM Delta with back 
plate and oil cooler,  
£350.  Bowman Header 
tank heat exchanger for 
Perkins 4108, Never 
used,  £600  Telephone 
07748 994834.

 MISCELLANEOUS
GARAGE SALE at 
Newhouse, Tayinloan, 
Tarbert, Argyll (4 miles 
north of Tayinloan) on 
Saturday 25th January 
from 10am.  Telephone 
01880 740552².
HARRIS TABLE LOOM 
good condition,  loom 
with some accessories. 
Can deliver to Oban,  
£49.99 Telephone 01852 
500285.

MOBILE AND HOME
TELEPHONES

DORO PHONEEASY 
612 mobile phone with 
camera.  Brand new, 
ideal for mature user,  
£45 Telephone 07747 
681001.

HOME TELEPHONE 
corded & cordless 
with answer machine.  
Concept Combo 3525, 
brand new in box,  
£20 Telephone 01852  
500296.

 MOBILITY
FOLDING WHEEL-
CHAIR Lomas wheel-

car boot. Excellent 
condition. Barcaldine,  
£40 Telephone 01631 
720751.

 MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS

BODHRAN “Hewlin” 18 
in diameter, new and 
unused, with tipper,  
£25 Telephone 07765 
503085 Oban.
FREE PIANO cannot be 
concert tuned but can be 
tuned to itself.  Bit of wa-
ter damage on top. Taker 
must arrange uplift from 
Ardrishaig.  Telephone 
01546 606378.

 OUTDOOR SPORTS
EQUIPMENT

ROLLER SKATES Size 
1. Quad style roller 
skates. Pink & grey,  
wheels light up when on 
the move.  Very good 
condition, in original box,  
£10 Telephone 01631 
358058.
SKI PACKAGE boots 
size 6, skis, poles, gog-
gles etc, salopettes, ski 
suit size 12/14,  £49.99 
Telephone 07833 
604038.
SKIS 180CM Authier 
Speed Skis with Tyrolia 
Bindings, 180cm,  £15 
Telephone 07787 091138 
or 01586 550272.
SKIS 191 CM Wild Spirit 
Skis with Salomon bind-
ings 191cm,  £15 Tel-
ephone 07787 091138.
SNOWBOARD WITH 
BINDINGS 150cm 
Snowboard in good con-
dition with bindings and 

bag, used about 7 times. 
A few marks etc as to 
be expected with use,  
£40 Telephone 07824 
468447.
TENT Wild Country 
“Trisar”, 2 person, good 
condition,  £49.99 Tel-
ephone 07765 503085 
Oban.

PET ACCESSORIES
DOG CARRIER foldable 
dog carrier, medium size, 
Barcaldine,  £15 Tel-
ephone 01631 720751.

POWER TOOLS
DIXCO CAR ENGINE 
TEST and Tune-up Kit, 
5-piece set includes 
timing light, tach/dwell 
angle tester, compres-
sion gauge, vacuum/fuel 
pump tester, boxed, 
Barcaldine,  £49.99 Tel-
ephone 01631 720751.
LASER LEVEL KIT  
boxed, with tripod, plum 
bob, etc, Barcaldine,  
£20 Telephone 01631 
720751.
MCCULLOCH CHAIN-
SAW McCulloch Elec-
tramac 1040 chainsaw, 
40cm bar, chain just 
sharpened, extra long 
mains cable, Barcaldine,  
£49.99 Telephone 01631 
720751.
POWERED MITRE SAW 
Ferm FKZ-250 1400 watt, 
250mm mitre saw, Bar-
caldine,  £35 Telephone 
01631 720751.
ROUTER AND TABLE 
McKeller MCKM36 
router, 1020watt, router 
table and a selection of 
router bits included, Bar-
caldine,  £40 Telephone 
01631 720751.

PRINTING AND
STATIONERY

MOVED HOME? Sticky 
address labels to attach 
on all your correspond-
ence. 500 labels from 
£20. Call Krisp Print. Tel-
ephone 01586 554975.

MUSICIANS
WANTED

I am looking for 
people to play 

guitar with.  Any 
age, gender, 

ability or other 
instruments

welcome.  Call 
Bobby.  Telephone 

07585 097454.

WRITING PAPER and 
matching envelopes, 
printed with your ad-
dress. Sets from £33. 
From Krisp Print. Tel-
ephone 01586 554975.

 TOYS AND GAMES
COMPLETE HORSE 
RACING night set, still 
boxed,  £15 Telephone 
01852  500296.
HEIMESS WOODEN 
BABY GYM paint has 
worn on one of the 
ducks. Everything else 
excellent condition, 
height adjustable, non-
toxic, £44.00 at Amazon,  
£20 Telephone 01546 
830104.

WANTED
BABY GRAND PIANO 
must be in good con-
dition, any distance 
considered. Telephone 
07785 343197 (Oban 
area).
SCRAP METAL all types 
of scrap metal, we uplift 
scrap cars, call Mr Cook, 
West Coast Scrap Met-
als.  Telephone 01499 
500638 or 07774 
621917.
SITE OFFICE/PORTAK-
ABIN Approx 20ft. Tel-
ephone 07785 343197 
(Oban area).
WANTED vintage an-

lures books boxes etc 
some modern tackle 
considered best prices 
paid. Telephone 01546 
830165².



OBAN
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OM

A & D MacLean
Master Sculptors

Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban

Design and prices on request

LETTERING AND RENOVATING
DONE IN ANY CEMETERY

TEL: 01631 563123 / 565269
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The Oban Times

THE REGIONAL 
NEWSPAPER FOR THE 
WEST HIGHLANDS, 
ISLANDS AND ARGYLL

The Oban Times is the best-
selling weekly newspaper in the 
Highlands and is distributed via 
1742 newsagents every week

Lochavullin Industrial Estate,
Crannog Lane, Oban,
PA34 4HB
Tel: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001
www.obantimes.co.uk

Northern Editor
Stephen Norris
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

News Editor
Euan Paterson
epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

Web Co-ordinator
Marian Miller
mmiller@obantimes.co.uk

Editorial

& West Highland Times

The Oban Times

Newsdesk
Oban 01631 568060
Fort William 01397 703003
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Senior Reporter
Steven Flanagan
sflanagan@obantimes.co.uk

Reporter
Emma Crichton
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising

Advertising  Executive
Rhona McKillop
adverts@obantimes.co.uk

Branch Offices
 Fort William

Tel 01397 703003
Fax 01397 702495

Lochgilphead

Tel 01546 602345
Fax 01546 602661

Campbeltown
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Fax 01586 553006

Arran

Tel 01770 302142
Fax 01770 302021

www.obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  Sales Executive
Nadine Ross
nross@obantimes.co.uk

CHARITY DONATIONS

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of advertisements 
in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and the Advertiser
on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space 
therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code of Advertising
Practice and all other codes.
2 The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3 The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by 
the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing deadline, 
failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the 
advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or 
action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in the 
Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial failure (however 
caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled 
to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an 
advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the 
case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will 
be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from the advertisement.

shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund 
of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or 
the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or 
other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising from 
the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance 
with copy instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on 
a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise 
directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate 
of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher 
may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional invoice for the discount which 
will be treated as though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12 A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000 Fax (01631) 568001 

Advertising  Executive
Eilidh MacLennan
emaclennan@obantimes.co.uk

details at www.obantimes.co.uk/digital

Save 50% 
when you 

subscribe to 

The Oban Times
digital edition!

Advertising  Executive
Marion Lacey
mlacey@obantimes.co.uk

Laura MacLeod recently graduated from Heriot 
Watt University with a Masters Degree in 

Mathematics with 1st Class Honours. Laura is a 
former pupil of Banavie Primary and Lochaber 
High Schools and is the daughter of Roddy and 

Isabel MacLeod, Tiandra, Banavie, Fort William.

Lauren George graduated from the University of 
Stirling with a BSc degree in Adult Nursing. Lauren 
is the daughter of Gordon and Karen George, Fort 

William and is a former pupil of Fort William 
Primary and Lochaber High School.

BLACK - BEATON
Duncan to Helen on January 

23, 1964 in Oban Old 
Parish Church by Rev W 

MacDonald. Present Address 
2 Kerrera Terrace, Oban. 
Love and congratulations 

from all the family.

Lynsey Marie Burgar recently graduated with a BA in 
Adult Nursing from Glasgow Caledonian University. 
Lynsey is the youngest daughter of John and Linda 
Burgar, Oban, and the granddaughter of Mary and 
the late James MacCormick, Isle of Lismore, and 

Annie and the late Fred Burgar, Kilmore. Lynsey is 

School and has recently accepted a full time Staff 
Nurse position in Edinburgh.

GRADUATIONS MEMORIALS

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 26 January 2014

Epiphany 3
St John’s Cathedral, Oban

Holy Communion ................... 08:00
Sung Eucharist ........................ 10:15

Sunday School and Creche
Loop System

Large Print Hymn Books
All Welcome

Nicki McNelly, Provost
(01631) 562323

St Columba, Gruline, Mull
Holy Eucharist ......................... 11:00

St Columba, Bishop’s House, 
Iona

Holy Eucharist ......................... 09:30

CHURCH NOTICES

ENGAGEMENT
MITCHELL - BLACK - 
Both families are delighted to 
announce the engagement of 
Gemma, only daughter of Gordon, 
Lochgilphead and Joan, Oban to 
Donald, youngest son of Dochie 
and Helen, Dunollie.

GOLDEN WEDDINGS

DEATHS
CAMPBELL - Peacefully at 
home on January 14, 2014, aged 
82, John, beloved husband of 
Sylvia, father to Iain and dear 
brother to Isabella. He’ll be sadly 
and sorely missed by all his family 
and friends. The funeral will take 
place at St. Modan’s Church, 
Benderloch on Friday January 24, 
2014 at 1pm. Cremation private. 
Retiring collection/donations 
if desired for RNLI & Oban 
Mountain Rescue.
GILMORE - On January 19, 
2014, peacefully at the Alexandra 

short period of cancer, Ian Gilmore, 
late of Poulary, Glengarry, he will 
be missed by Vivien, Kate, Angus 
& Sarah. Service at Roucan 
Loch Crematorium on Monday 
February 3, 2014 at 11am. All 
friends are respectfully invited 

please. Donations if desired for 
the Alexandra Unit can be given 
at the service in memory of Ian.
HARRIS - Peacefully at 
Crosshouse Hospital, Kilmarnock 
on January 20, 2014, after a short 
illness, Margaret Malcolm nee 
Campbell, a much loved mum 
to Catherine, David and Jess and 
granny to all the family.  Funeral 
will take place at Muckairn Parish 
Church, Taynuilt on Thursday 
January 30 at 1pm, thereafter 
to Muckairn Cemetery.  Family 

collection / donations if desired 
for Hope to Oban (H2O).
HIGGINS - Suddenly at 

January 15, 2014, aged 58 years, 
Linda Joyce (née Donnelly), 
beloved wife of Daniel, much 
loved mum to Steven, dear 
daughter of Blanche and the late 
Bill Donnelly, sister of Moira 
and aunt to Joy, Andrew, Callum 
and Ruaraidh. Sadly missed, but 
never forgotten.
Funeral will take place at St. 
Oran’s Church, Connel on Friday, 
January 24 at 10.00am, thereafter 
to Pennyfuir Cemetery.
KELLY - Katherine (Linda) aged 
61 died peacefully at home in 
Taynuilt (formerly Easdale) with 
her family after a short illness. 
Daughter of the late Archie and 
Peggy Brown, sister of Archie, 
Margaret, John and the late 
Beth. Much loved mother to 
Aimee, Paul, and Robert and a 
grandmother of 8. Now you can 
rest in peace mum. Sorely missed. 
Funeral Kilbrandon Church, 
Easdale, 27 January at 1pm.
MACCALLUM - Peacefully in 
the Belford Hospital on Monday, 
January 13, 2014, Alastair Robert 
MacCallum aged 85 years. Dearly 
loved husband of Anne, father 
of Kenneth, father-in-law of 
Catriona, papa of Iain and Claire 
and brother of Grace and the late 
David. Funeral Service was held 
at the Duncansburgh MacIntosh 
Church, on Saturday, January 
18, 2014. Arrangements by John 
McLellan Funeral Directors.
MCKILLOP - Peacefully at the 
Lorn & Islands Hospital, Oban on 
January 19, 2014, in his 83rd year, 
Peter, beloved husband of Mary, 
dear dad to Anette and Christine. 
Funeral will be private.
MELLOWS - Peacefully on 
January 20, 2014 at Moss Park 
Nursing Home, Fort William, 
Sheila Mellows (MacPherson) 
loving mum of Anne, Douglas, 
Hamish, Derek and Lorraine and 
gran to Sharon, Tracey, Jamie, 
Sarah, Chris, Nicola, Rory, Kyle, 
Craig and Rhiona. Funeral Service 
to be held at St Munda’s Church 
of Scotland, Ballachulish, on 
Friday January 24, 2014 at 1pm. 
Thereafter to Duror Cemetery. 

if desired to Moss Park Nursing 
Home.
PETRIE - Peacefully at Bowman 
Court, Isle of Mull on January 14, 
2014. Iain Petrie aged 88 years. 
Sadly missed by his friends. 
Funeral service was held at St. 
Kilda’s Church Lochbuie on 
January 21, 2014 then to Balure 
Cemetery.

RYRIE - David Ross MB ChB 
FRCP (Ed)  died peacefully 
on January 14, 2014. Aged 89 
years. Much loved husband of 
Gillian, father of Nicola, Ben 
and Aidan and a grandfather. 
Requiem Mass at the Church of 
the Assumption, Foster Avenue, 
Beeston, Nottingham on Monday 
January 27, 2014 at 12.30pm 
followed by burial at Beeston 

Donations if desired, may be 
made to the League of Friends, 
Nottingham City Hospital c/o A. 
W. Lymn, Trent House, Station 
Road, Beeston, Nottingham NG9 
2AY.
SINCLAIR - Peacefully at his 
home, surrounded by his loving 
family, on January 19, 2014, 
Nicol Sinclair, in his 83rd year 
(Former Deputy Head-Master of 
Lochgilphead High School), of 
7 Highbank Park, Lochgilphead 
and formerly of Tarbert.   Beloved 
husband of Sheila, much loved 
father of Lilia, Peter, Anita, 
Duncan, Nicol and Fergus. Adored 
Pappy to his 9 Grandchildren 
and 2 great-grandchildren. A 
dear brother of Iain, Flora and 
the late Nan. A loving uncle and 
cousin to all the family. A good 
friend and neighbour and valued 
former work colleague to many. 
A much respected and admired 
member of the local community. 
Faithful to his fellow Brethren. 
Funeral service will be held in 
Ardrishaig Parish Church, today, 
Thursday January 23, 2014 at 
12noon, thereafter to Achnabreac 

please, donations, if desired, to 
Marie Curie Cancer Care & Local 
District Nursing Team.
THORNTON - Peacefully at 
home, Fasgadh, Kilmartin, on 
January 19, 2014, Arthur Michael 
(Mike) Thornton, in his 59th year, 
loving partner to Vivien, much 
loved brother of Duncan and John, 
and brother-in-law of Wendy and 
Liz.  A dear uncle and friend to 
many.  Formerly of Kilmartin 
Crafts.  Funeral and interment at St 
Columba’s, Poltalloch, Kilmartin 
at 12.30pm, on Monday, January 

please.  Donations, if desired, 
to Macmillan Nurses and Marie 
Curie Nurses.
WATT - Christabel (Chris) 
née MacAskell, suddenly but 

Glasgow on Friday January 17, 
2014, aged 91 years. Chris, of 
Barnacarry, Tullich, Glasgow and 
Bearsden, will be dearly missed 
by many. Much loved widow of 
the late Douglas Watt, mother 
of Allan and Jane, grandmother 
of Amy, Ben, Peter and Joanna, 
great-grandmother of Sophie. 
Funeral service at Dowanvale 
Free Church, Dowanhill Street, 
Partick on Monday January 27, 
2014, at 12.45pm. All family 
and friends are invited. Funeral 
thereafter to New Kilpatrick 
Cemetery Bearsden. Thereafter to 
the Burnbrae Hotel.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
CAMPBELL - Jean’s family 
would like to thank everyone 
who helped with mum in her 

Margaret Cooper, Margaret Rose 
Campbell, Shirley and Jessie, 
for their constant visits and care. 
Marie Rowan and the Muskateers 
for keeping her going at Mary’s 
Meals. Maria McLeod for her 
help with mum and funeral 
arrangements. Father Donald 
Cummings for travelling so far 
to make her farewell so special. 
The Great Western Hotel for their 
hospitality, you couldn’t have 
done any more for us. Hamish 
Hoeys for all their help, Ward B for 
making her last days comfortable, 
Anne and Jim at Dunmar Court. 
To all who were involved in the 
service and to everyone who 
paid their last respects at the 
funeral and graveside. A total of 
£530.52 was collected and will be 
split between Mary’s Meals and 
Breathe Easy. So thank you all 
very much.
LECKIE - Flora, Janne, Irene and 
families would like to thank all 
relatives, friends and neighbours 
for their kind expressions of 
sympathy, phone calls, cards, 

loss of John, a devoted husband, 
father, grandfather and great-
grandfather.  Grateful thanks to 
staff at Lorn and Islands Hospital 
for their care, support and kindness 
and also to the staff at the Accident 
and Emergency of the Mid Argyll 
Hospital.  Special thanks to the 
Reverend Thomas Bryson for his 
support and comforting words, 
and also to Stan Lupton for his 
professional services.  Thanks 
also to the staff of the Tarbert 
Hotel for the excellent purvey and 
to all who attended the church 
service and graveside to pay their 
respects.  The retiring collection 
for the Tarbert Parish Church 
Clock Fund raised £570.
MACKINNON - Neileen 
and family of the late Alasdair 
MacKinnon (Mack), would like 
to thank everyone most sincerely  
or their kind expressions of 
sympathy following their recent 
loss. Special thanks to Rev 
Charles Tongue and Rev Donald 
McCorkindale for the comforting 
service, organist Mr C Wilson, 
Julie Traynor for piping, Scott and 
John of John McLellan, Funeral 
Directors, Ben View Hotel for 
catering and all the doctors and 
nursing staff of Ward 1, Belford 
Hospital for all their care and 
attention over recent months. 
Thanks to Sandy Munro, Ardgour 
for all his help and support to 
the family. Finally thank you to 
all who paid their last respects 
at the Church and graveside and 
who generously donated to the 
collection for the Special Care 
Baby Unit, Raigmore, to which 
the sum of £500 was collected.

McLENNAN - The family of the 
late Peter McLennan would like to 
thank everyone most sincerely for 
their kindness and support during 
this sad time. Special thanks to all 
the staff of Ward I, LIDGH, the 
Rev. Dugald Cameron for a lovely 
service, Catriona, Owen and all at 
Hamish Hoey and Sons, and also 
to the Royal Hotel. The sum of 
£402 was collected for ABCD.
MEEK - Margaret and all the 
family would like to thank 
everyone for the kind words of 
sympathy following the recent 
loss of Robert. Our special thanks 
to all the Macmillan Nurses and 
the doctors and nurses at the 
Tweeddale Medical Practice who 
were involved in Robert’s care. 
Thanks to Fr MacKinnon for a 
lovely service and to Mike McFall 
Funeral Directors for all their 
guidance and help. The collection 
of £580 was given to Macmillan 
Nurses (Lochaber).
PASCOE - The family of the late 
Neil Pascoe would like to thank 
all friends and relatives for their 
many kind expressions of support, 

and visits following the recent 
death of Neil.  Grateful thanks 
to Dr Phillips, Dr Helliwell and 
district nurses.  Our thanks to Rev 
Brooks for his support throughout 
and for the services at Kilchrenan 
and at Cardross, where his kind 
words were greatly appreciated.  
To Elspeth who fed us so well 
and to Stan Lupton who took 
care of funeral arrangements, 
many thanks. We would like to 
express our appreciation to all 
at Kilchrenan Church for their 
support, and to all those who 
attended Kilchrenan and Cardross 
services, from both near and far, 
our heartfelt thanks. The retiring 
collection for St George’s Fund 
for Sailors raised £500.
SUTHERLAND  - Tommy. 
The family would like to thank 
everyone most sincerely for their 
expressions of sympathy and who 
paid their last respects. Special 
thanks to all at Key Housing 
for their support throughout the 
years and Montrose Centre for 
all the happy days Tommy spent 
there. Thanks also to Scott at John 
McLellan, Funeral Directors, 
Morag Muirhead for a comforting 
service, a special thank you to 
Dorothy and John for their kind 
words at the service and to all 
who donated to a Star for Harris.

MEMORIAL SERVICE
RIDDET - A memorial service 
for the late Madge A. Riddet, 
15 Kirkton, Appin, will be held 
on Monday January 27, 2014, 
in Appin Parish Church at 
12.30pm. All relatives and friends 
welcome.

MEMORIAMS
BARRIE - In ever loving memory 
of our beloved mother Dorothy, 
who passed away January 19, 
1961. RIP.
The time has gone on 
Precious memories of a wonderful 
mother, warm and true will never 
fade.
- Wendy and Matthew.
BIRCH - Betty Strang (née 
Henry) at rest January 30, 1998, 
the perfect wife of Peter. Forever 
loved and remembered.
DAWES - In loving memory of 
our dear sister Julia (MacIntyre), 
taken from us so tragically on 
January 27, 2013.
Gone but not forgotten
Memories are a gift to treasure.
- Annette, Sarah and families.
JENKINS - “Death leaves a 
heartache no-one can heal; love 
leaves a memory no-one can 
steal.” In loving memory of 
Margaret, much missed wife 
and mother who passed away 
January 26, 2013.  Forever in our 
thoughts.
KIRSOP - Loving memories of 
John, who died January 25, 2007.
A wonderful husband, father, 
father-in-law, grandfather and 
great-grandfather
Still an inspiration to all of us.
- Mary and family.
MACBETH - Lizzie
Unforgettable mother, granny and 
great granny, died January 24, 
2010.
The roses will bloom again.
- Mima and family, Fort William, 
Arbroath and Darlington.
MACCOLL - In loving memory 
of Margaret who passed away at 
Kilmore on January 24, 2013. 
Sadly missed by the family in 
Oban, Clynder and Australia.
MACDONALD - Precious 
memories of David Hepburn 
(Davie), who passed away on 
January 26, 2001.
Miss you and love you always.
- Margaret, Elspeth, David, 
Roslyn and Ewan.
Gentle Jesus up above,
Please give Grandpa all our love.
- Kyle, Emma and Ally.
MACDOUGALL - Precious 
memories of my darling son and 
brother David, died tragically in 
a road accident on January 24, 
1996, aged 31 years, also my 
darling husband Duncan, father, 
father-in-law and papa, who died 
on August 26, 1996.
Behind a smile there’s many a tear
For ones we lost and loved so dear
To a beautiful life came a sudden 
end
He died as he lived, everyone’s 
friend.
- Inserted by Mum, Ann, Darren, 
Liam, Siobhon and Aiden.
MACIVER - In loving memory 
of dear Duncan who died January 
12, 2007.
Treasured memories.
- Chrissie and Rob; Colin and 
Jocelyn.

PEARSON - Treasured 
memories of our precious son 
Jamie, tragically taken from us on 
January 24, 1996.
Remembering you is easy
We do it every day
It’s just the pain of losing you
That never goes away
- Loved always Mum and Dad xx
In memory of Jamie, a loving, 
brother-in-law and uncle
Remembered and missed every 
day
- Audrey and Gregor xx
Love and miss you loads
- Gemma and Ashleigh xx
POTTER – 13th Anniversary of 
our youngest daughter and sister 
Jennifer Jane, tragically killed on 
January 20, 2001 aged 17.
Loved and missed.
- Mum, Dad and family at home 
and away. xxx
POTTER - Treasured memories 
of my dear granddaughter, 
Jennifer who died tragically on 
January 20, 2001.
- Nana Potter
POTTER - Remembering our 
dear niece and cousin Jennifer, 
who died on January 20, 2001, 
aged 17.
- Stephen, Kirsty, Findlay and 
Susannah.
POTTER - Fond memories of 
Jennifer.
- Aunty Irene and family.
SMITH  - In loving memory of 
Angus, a much loved and dearly 
missed husband, father, father-
in-law, grandfather and great-
grandfather who died January 23, 
2013.
We little knew that morning
That God would call your name
In life we loved you dearly
In death we do the same
It broke our hearts to lose you
You didn’t go alone
For part of us went with you
The day God called you home
You left us peaceful memories
Your love is still our guide
And though we cannot see you
You are always by our side
Our family chain is broken
And nothing seems the same
But as God calls us one by one
The chain will link again.
- Myrtle, Angus, Isobel, Calum 
and family.
WHELAN - Margaret. In memory 
of a beloved mum, granny and 
great-granny died January 22, 
2013.
Forever in our thoughts and 
hearts.
- Noreen, Donnie and family
WHELAN - In memory of a 
dear sister, sister-in-law, auntie 
and grand-auntie, Margaret (née 
MacLeod), died January 22, 
2013.
Forever in our thoughts and 
hearts.
Also remembering loved ones 
gone before and after.
- Nancy, Campbell, Margaret, and 
all their families.

JANUARY. Time for gardeners 
to think about what to sow in 
the coming months. A seed is 

can produce such a harvest. It 
may be the same for us. We look 
back at turning points in our 
lives but at the time we did not 
think they were important.

Jesus used that illustration 
when he spoke about his teach-
ing. ‘The kingdom of God is 
like seed sown on the ground’. 
He spoke about God’s presence 

the result of his teaching. But 
-

cant. He was only a carpenter 

in an occupied country. He 

troublesome people. Who 
would expect much to come 
from that? 

But Jesus’ teaching has a 
profound effect. The number 
of people following him grows 
rapidly across the world – China, 
Africa, even the Middle East. It 
was his church that campaigned 
successfully to abolish slavery 
in the British Empire. His peo-
ple were campaigning against 

politics or the media took an 
interest. They are at the heart 
of international development 

work, medical research, and 
care for the homeless. On the 
personal level his teaching has 
changed lives and produced 
happier families.  

-
cant but it has the potential to do 
a vast amount of good. It is our 
biggest under-utilised resource. 
The kingdom of God may seem 
as small as a grain of mustard 
seed, but its growth provides 
shelter for many. Its effect on 
us depends on whether we will 
listen to him and put his teach-
ing into practice. 

Archie McPhail

FLORA Macneill, the island 
of Colonsay’s oldest resident, 
universally known as Flora 
Oransay, has died peacefully at 
home.

She was born in 1918 on 
Oransay, that most beautiful of 
tidal islands. 

Later she was successfully to 
farm there alongside her husband 
Andrew, in the footsteps of her 
grandfather Neil Ban McNeill 
and her parents Calum and Ina.  
Together Flora and Andrew, 
through excellent husbandry, 
created stock which was known 
for its high quality throughout 
the west coast.

When they retired in 1981, over 
a century of agricultural growth 
and continuity came to an end 
on Oransay but Colonsay gained 
two most gracious and beloved 
residents.

As we approach the centenary 
of The Great War it is poignant to 
remember that the life of Flora’s 
family on idyllic Oransay was 
affected by two World Wars, 
particularly when her mother lost 
her brothers Donald and Archie. 
Both were Scots Guardsmen 
and they were killed in action in 
Flanders within a month of each 
other.

the two Atlantic wars must have 
been a constant visual reminder 

the shining sands’ and the Ital-
ian graves on Eilean nan Ron, 
still tended by an islander today, 
are a reminder of her family’s 
compassion.

Flora’s post war years on 
Oransay were happy and legen-
dary for the warmth of hospital-
ity displayed to all.

She coped effortlessly with 
coastguard alerts, stranded tour-

Thought for the week
Insignificant or rich?

Obituary: Flora Macneill
November 2, 1918 - December 29, 2013

ists, archaeologists and an on-
going stream of Lords, Ladies, 
Members of Parliament and 
itinerant nephews and nieces.

With the passing of this gentle, 
courteous and brave Highland 
lady we all lose a wealth of Heb-
ridean tradition, language and 
humour. Who will easily forget 
her gentle voice and graceful 
personality? All her friends will 
remember her and treasure her 
many kindnesses.

Throughout her long life, Flora 
loved her family, neighbours, 
fellow islanders and her visitors 
alongside the poetry and music 
of the Gael. She was in turn, 
loved by all.  Oransay and then 
Glassard on Colonsay were wit-
ness to a great richness of piping 
and storytelling and hospitality. 
Flora had friends in many areas 
of the arts. Artists, musicians 
and writers all sought out her 
company.

She communicated in a most 

wonderfully Celtic manner with 
both young and old.  Flora was 
our contact with a more ancient 
Gaeldom and we were the for-

of looking at all things in a way 
that was always fresh and full of 
insight.

In her hands, places, birds, 
nature and the naming of things 
came wonderfully alive.  Like 
her brothers Neil and Donald 
she had a bardic way with words 
that was honed and lovingly 
shaped for them by their parents, 
Calum and Ina, and the spiritual 
landscape of Oransay.

To walk with her on Oransay, 
over hill and machair or shore 
was to gain a true understand-
ing of past and present.

We celebrate the warmth and 
hospitality of this very special 
lady who always had the gift 
of making everyone feel valued 
and welcome.

AM

Flora Macneill
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Indoor league back 
after festive break

OVER 35s LEAGUE

RUGBY

LAST
WEEK’S
SHINTY 
BALL
WAS
HERE. . .

I enclose £1 for 20 crosses (tick box) The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, 
but you may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to 
abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this 
coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

Name ........................................................................

Address ....................................................................

 ..................................................................................

 ....................................Tel No. ..................................

Please
tape your 

£1 coin 
here

SPOT THE 
SHINTY BALL
C O M P E T I T I O N

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 20 
attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB 
by 12noon Tuesday.

Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, 
mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof 
of delivery.

decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be 
shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding 
the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and 
void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund 
of the price of the coupon to any person who has entered the 
competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible 
to enter.

ALL YOU HAVE TO DO
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph 
opposite.  Now look carefully at the position of the 
players and use your skill and judgement to place a 
cross at the exact point where you think the centre of 
the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts 
on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on 
separate coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase 
by £50 per week until it is won outright.  To win the 
jackpot, the centre of your cross must be in the exact 
centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will 
be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of 
£25 will be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other 
prizes will be awarded that week.

WIN
£1000

This week’s nearest the ball winners, 
who each receive £25 are:

G Birse, Castle Road, Dunbeg

J Campbell, Vorlich Road, Lochearnhead

Oban Lorne 
score nine 
tries against
Strathendrick

YOUTH FOOTBALL

Oban Saints youths
results and fixtures

LAST weekend’s results: 
Campbeltown Pupils Youth 
3, Under 13s 6. Scoring for 
Saints were Scott Mossman 
(2), Keir MacLean (2), Oran 
Bryce and Sol Smith. Under 
14s 2, Dumbarton Riverside 
3. On targe for Saints were 
Lewis Buchanan and Martin 
Rennie; Goldenhill v Under 15s 
postponed. Ardencaple 7, Under 
17s 2. Saints goalscorers were 
Duggie MacLeod and Alan 
Buchanan. 

Renton Craigandro Reds v 
Under 13s; Drumchapel United 
v Under 14s; Drumchapel 
United v Under 15s; Mill United 
v Under 17s. 

LAST Saturday’s results: 
Premier Division - Kilbowie 
Union v Oban Saints postponed; 
Premier Division One - Camp-
beltown Pupils 2, Centre 0; Du-
noon v Shawlands, postponed; 
Premier Division Two - Dunoon 
Athletic v Lochgilphead Red 
Star postponed; Division 
1A - Tarbert v Bothwell and 
Uddingston Albion postponed.

West of Scotland Cup 5th 
round - Giffnock North v Oban 
Saints; Premier Division One 
- Paisley v Campbeltown Pupils; 
Shawlands v Dunoon; Dunoon 
Athletic v Lochgilphead Red 
Star; Division 1A - Tarbert v 
Millbeg Villa. 

GOLF

Scottish Amateur 
League results 
and fixtures

Follow us on 
facebook

RECENT scores from the  
Oban Over 35s Indoor Football 
League.

Sail Trim Coach 0, D&K 
Lafferty 9; Clements 4 Trialists 
6.

THE Scottish Universities Representative Shinty squads are head-
ing over to Northern Ireland to compete against Ulster University’s 

The decision to take the squads to Ireland was made by Coaches 
George Hay and Fiona Mathie who wanted to build on the success-
ful shinty/hurling series of games between the Scottish University 
shinty teams and their British University Hurling opposition. 

The coaches for the men’s team are George Hay and Paul 
MacArthur and for the ladies, Fiona Mathie and Gary Luke.

Coach George Hay commented: ‘The challenge the shinty squads 
face on their visit to Ulster University will be their toughest test to 
date. Ulster University has a very high level of hurling and cam-

THIS year’s pre-season friend-
lies are listed below.  If your 

simply email the details to 
events@shinty.com and they 
will be added to the list.

Saturday January 25: Ab-
erdour v Kingussie – 1.15pm at 
Silversands, Aberdour;  Aber-
dour 2nds v Glasgow Mid Ar-
gyll 2nds – 11am at Silversands, 
Aberdour.

Saturday February 1: Inver-
ness v Oban Celtic – Bught 
Park, Inverness; Inverness 2nds 
v Ballachulish – Bught Park, 
Inverness; The Roddy Blind 
Cup – Lovat 2nds v Lochcarron 
– 1.00pm at Balgate, Kiltarlity; 

Kingussie; Lochside Rovers 
v Newtonmore 2nds – 1pm at 

-

WINTER League played 
January 19.  1 R MacIntyre  40 
pts; 2 J Docherty 40 pts; 3 C 
Davey 37 pts. Css 70.

FOOTBALL

Islay Golf Club

OBAN Saints players Myles McAuley, 
Donnie Campbell and Marc MacCallum 
were in the South West Select team who 
took on members of the Scottish Amateur 
international team in a EUFA Regions 
Preparatory Match.  The game was played 
at the superb indoor facility at Ravenscraig 
Sports Centre in Motherwell last Sunday.
 Although going down 4-1 to the inter-
national squad the Oban boys acquitted 
themselves well.
Saints secretary David Buchanan, who 

accompanied the players to Motherwell, 

side as they hadn’t played together before 
so under the circumstances they did well 
against an impressive Scotland side whose 

tournament of the badminton 
season, Taynuilt badminton 
prospect Harry Mobey comfort-
ably took the singles and doubles 
titles.

form at the Midlothian Junior 
Championships on Sunday, 
January 12, in the Penicuik 
Centre.

Harry’s most recent matches 
have been at under-15 level, 
where he is regularly reaching 

However, built into this season 
are a couple of under-14 tourna-

ments so Harry can assess the 
improvement in his overall 
performance at his own age 
group.

Harry said: ‘This season has 
been about developing my 
game to a much higher standard 

and stronger players, which 
has improved my technical abil-
ity, court strategy and speed on 
court.’

At the Midlothian champion-
ships Harry took the boys 
singles 21-6, 21-5 against North 
East’s Josh McKay and won 

partner Aidan Delaney of Glas-
gow against Edinburgh’s Ewan 
Mathieson and James Morgan, 
winning 21-19 16-21 21-16.

Harry also recently participated 
in a Glasgow Cross Country 
event, coming second out of 180 
competitors.

Brother Stewart is also mov-
ing up the badminton rankings 
into the top 16 in the Scottish 
Schools Badminton circuit at 
under-17 level. 

BADMINTON

Harry makes the feathers fly

Harry Mobey was a double 
winner at the Midlothian Junior 

Championships. 

more v Kilmallie – The Eilan, 
Newtonmore.

Saturday  February 8:Aber-
dour 1sts v Inverness 1sts – 2pm 
at Silversands, Aberdour; Aber-
dour 2nds v Inverness 2nds – 12 
noon at Silversands, Aberdour; 
Aberdeen Uni v Strathglass; 
Taynuilt v Glenorchy; Fort Wil-
liam v Kingussie – An Aird, Fort 
William; Boleskine v Kingussie 
2nds – Smith Park, Farr; Oban 
Camanachd v Inveraray – Moss-

Caberfeidh – 1pm at Battery 
Park, Lochcarron; Lochside 
Rovers v Lochaber 2nds – 1pm 
Ganavan, Oban.

Saturday February 15:  
Strathglass v Oban Celtic; 
Inverness v Glasgow Mid 
Argyll – Bught Park, Inver-
ness; Inverness 2nds v Glasgow 

Mid Argyll 2nds – Bught Park, 
Inverness; Lewis v Lochcarron; 
Glenurquhart v Skye Cama-
nachd – 1.30pm at Blairbeg 
Park, Drumnadrochit; The 
Bear Tankard – Newtonmore 
V Ballachulish; Kingussie v 
Beauly – The Dell, Kingussie; 
Strathspey v Kingussie 2nds 
– Invereshie, Kincraig; Fort 
William v Inveraray – An Aird, 
Fort William;  Lochside Rovers 
v Fort William 2nds – 1pm at 
Ganavan, Oban; Caberfeidh v 
Newtonmore – Castle Leod, 
Strathpeffer; Oban Camanachd 

Oban.
Saturday February 22: The 

MacDonald Cup – Strathglass 
v Glenurquhart – The Playing 
Fields, Cannich; The Ali Bhan 
Cup – Strathglass 2nds v Glen-

Dates for shinty pre-season friendlies
urquhart 2nds – The Playing 
Fields, Cannich; The Slaters 
Arms Cup – Strathglass U14 v 
Glenurquhart U14 – The Playing 
Fields, Cannich; Ballachulish v 
Glenorchy; Ballachulish 2nds v 
Glenorchy 2nds; Lochcarron v 
Kinlochshiel – 1pm at Battery 
Park, Lochcarron; Kingussie v 
Glasgow Mid Argyll – The Dell, 
Kingussie; Kilmory v Lochside 
Rovers – 1pm at Kilmory;  
Aberdour 2nds v Kincraig – 12 
noon at Silversands, Aberdour; 
Aberdour v Kyles Athletic 
– 2pm at Silversands, Aberdour; 
Newtonmore Camanachd Open 
Day – Newtonmore v Beauly 
– The Eilan, Newtonmore;  
Lovat v Kilmallie – Balgate, 
Kiltarlity. 

SHINTY

GLENGARRY Shinty Club are 
looking for players for the 2014 
season.

Please phone Ewen on 01809 
501289 or email: cameron@
glengarry.net.

Scottish University teams head to Northern Ireland

standard. These matches will certainly require our current crop of 
university shinty players to perform at the highest level.’

The squads were chosen by the coaches watching University 
league matches and after a competitive match of the North Uni-
versity select against the South select in November where both 
south teams won the matches. Most universities and colleges over 
Scotland have representation in what is another strong squad this 
year.

The team are travelling over on Friday January 24 and the matches 
will take place on Saturday, January 25 at 12 noon and 2pm, with 
the squads returning on Sunday.

SHINTY / HURLING / CAMOGIE

Glengarry appeal 
for new players

SHINTY

Robin McQueen makes his way towards the try-line as Oban Lorne crushed Strathendrick on Saturday. t04rugby1

Crawford Brown breaks through the Strathendrick defence. t04rugby2

RBS West Division 2
Oban Lorne 55

Strathendrick 17
OBAN Lorne’s coaching staff 
demanded an improved per-
formance from last weekend’s 
scrappy win at Strathaven and 
the Green Machine responded 
with a thumping nine-try win 
at Glencruitten over 11th placed 
Strathendrick.

Straight from the kick off 
Oban were almost over the line, 
Craig Wright being brought 
down short after a testing kick 
over the Strathendrick defence.

Wright, however was able to 
make amends only minutes after 

through the backline to touch 
-

son who was in charge of kick-
ing duties for the day narrowly 
missed with the conversion.

from this early score and fol-
lowed it up with a double from 
scrum half Dougie Pender. The 

touchline after Pender found 
space outside the Strathendrick 
backs, while the second was a 
similar score on the opposite 
side if the pitch. After only 15 
minutes the Green Machine led 
17-0.

As the travelling side got the 
journey out of their legs they too 

started to apply some pressure 
on the Oban line. With the Oban 
scrum not managing to dominate 

with a well taken penalty to get 
onto the scoreboard.

Oban returned to try-scoring 
form with two scores in quick 
succession. The second of which 
surely is a contender for try of 
the season. The bulky frame 
of winger Calum MacLachlan 
powered over through the 
Strathendrick defence with ease 

some great support play from 
the Oban team.

score MacLachlan gathered the 
ball behind the Oban line from 
a wayward Strathendrick kick. 
Rather than kicking out into 
touch. MacLachlan embarked 
on a 80-metre rampaging run 
down the left wing, bulldozing 
past almost 10 defenders in his 
path. 

Eventually the Oban player 
was slowed down in the visi-

Andrew MacDougall to touch 
down.

was a scrappy affair, with Stra-

of the afternoon minutes before 
the half time whistle.

game away to Garnock in mind, 
Oban made three half-time 
changes to keep the squad fresh; 
Alasdair Fothergill, Lorne 
MacLachlan and Allan Wright 
replaced Andrew Johnston, 
Travis Smith and Craig Wright.

Oban started the second half as 

Struan Smith were converted by 
Lawson.

With 15 minutes to go the 
visitors dug deep and crossed 
the line for a second time.

But the Men in Green were in 
no mood to be charitable and 
crossed the line two further 
times in the closing stages 
through Graham MacEachan 
and second half substitute Con-
nor Ferris.

This week’s focus is now on 
Saturday’s crucial game away 
to Garnock, who were defeated 

weekend away to fellow promo-
tion rivals Carrick. 

Oban Lorne must win this 

top two will be an uphill task.
Oban Mini Rugby has restarted 

for 2014 with training every 
Saturday morning from 11am 
to noon at the club. All players 
from primary 4-7 are welcome. 

Green Machine now focus on 
crucial game away to Garnock

Oban Saints’ Donald Campbell, red strip, looks on as Scotland striker David McKay 
brings the ball under control.  Photo: John Rodgers SAFA

FOOTBALL

Saints’ boys impress



Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.
com/obantimes

Sport

Weather
Thursday Heavy rain showers
 Winds moderate north north westerly
 Temperatures 4°C to 7ºC

Friday Heavy rain
 Winds strong south south easterly
 Temperatures 6ºC to 8ºC.

Weekend Light rain
Outlook Winds strong west south westerly
 Temperatures 6ºC to 9ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, January 23, 2014
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm
Thur  03.38   1.5 09.31 3.5 16.04       1.8       22.03      3.2
Fri  04.29 1.6 10.21 3.3 17.10       1.9       23.02      3.1     
Sat  05.36 1.7 11.31 3.2 18.34       1.9         **.**        *.*
Sun  00.33 3.0 06.54 1.7 13.24       3.1       19.54      1.7
Mon  02.31 3.2 08.15 1.5 15.01 3.3         21.06     1.5
Tues       03.37       3.5 09.30 1.3 16.00 3.5 22.06      1.1
Wed  04.27   3.8 10.33 1.0 16.47 3.8 22.58       0.8
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

7

8
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The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with
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RUGBY

Magnus in 
Scotland
Under 20 squad
for Six Nations

Second wasted trip 
of the season for 
Oban Saints

OBAN Saints senior team 
had a wasted journey last 
Saturday when they travelled to 
John Brown Playing Fields in 
Clydebank to take on Kilbowie 
Union.
Referee Matt Stanley took 

one look at the playing surface 
and had no hesitation in calling 
the game off after torrential 
rain had fallen on the pitch a 
couple of hours before the 2pm 
kick-off.
This is the second time this 

has happened to the Oban side 
this season. A few weeks ago 
they travelled to play Castlemilk 
and the game was called off for 
the same reason. 
The Oban side will be hoping 

the weather improves to allow 
this Saturday’s West of Scotland 
Cup 4th round tie away to 
Giffnock North to take place. 
The match is scheduled to 

be played at Northolm Park, 
Giffnock, with a 1.30pm 
kick-off. 

the day so extra time and penal-
ties, if required, will determine 
who meets either Eddlewood 
or Redbrae Athletic at home in 
the 5th round. Referee is Iain 
Hamilton. 

FOOTBALL
Athletic 
lose to 
Nia-Roo

West of Scoland League
Nia-Roo 5

Oban Athleic 1
OBAN Athletic travelled to 
Nethercraigs last Saturday 
to play undefeated Nia-Roo. 
Unfortunately the Oban lads 
were on the end of a 5-1 defeat, 
but earned the plaudits of the 
opposition.

squad players missing which 
presented opportunities all over 
the pitch for some of the fringe 

you would have struggled to 
determine which side has had a 
100 per cent start to the season.

minutes when a Scott Maitland 
free kick saw David MacPhee 
outjump the Nia-Roo defence, 
and the keeper, to nod the ball 
home.

The home side were trying to 
utilise their pace up front, by-

long diagonal balls which were 
being dealt with fairly comfort-
ably by the back four of Bonar, 
Campbell, MacPhee and Kelly.

Counter attacks
The new 4-2-3-1 formation was 

suiting Athletic’s style of play 
and they were mounting waves 
of counter attacks through Stefan 
Campbell and Scott Maitland.

Athletic should have gone 
further ahead when Dean Smith 
was clean through but his effort 
went inches past the post, quickly 
followed by his next shot beating 
the keeper, only for a defender to 
hook the ball off the line.

The game changed 10 minutes 
from half time when a noth-

ing ball over the top wasn’t 
contested by the Niaroo striker, 
who was in an offside position, 

This caught Martin Bonar on his 
heels and he rashly hacked down 
the player with the goal at his 
mercy. 

The penalty was converted 
and Athletic had for the second 
time this season allowed the 
champions in waiting back into 
the match.

The momentum of the game 
changed and Nia-Roo saw the 
chance to capitalise and they did 
just that before half time with a 
volley from the edge of the box 
to make the score 2-1.

Slack passing
The second half was evenly 

contested but the home side twice 
pounced on some slack passing 
to kill the game before wrapping 

to go from a well worked move 
down the right hand side.

Manager Calum Fox said: ‘We 

should have gone in at the break 
two goals ahead at least but our 
mistakes proved costly in the 
end.

‘Overall I was delighted with 
the application and the boys 
seemed to enjoy the new system 
which gives us food for thought 
for this weekend’s massive tie 
against Possil in the League Cup 

‘We will go there with the be-
lief that we can hurt them on the 
break and you just never know.’

‘We should have gone 
in at the break two 
goals ahead at least’

FOOTBALL

Scottish international hockey star Holly Cram took some of Oban High School’s pupils for some specialist training drills last week as part of a visit to the school.
Cram, capped more than 140 times for Scotland and a Commonwealth Games hopeful, was at the school to present it with a Game On Scotland award, in

 recognition of its sporting aspirations. 15_t04holly1

OBAN Pool League organisers have 

Cup, as the league continues to develop.

in Oban for a number of years.

was extended to mirror the normal 
league night allowing for a draw, with 
penalties deciding the winner.

Starting last Wednesday night the 
Lancaster ‘B’ visited Markie Dans ‘B’, 

-
spectively in the league championship.

The Lancaster ‘B’ had held a slight 
advantage for most of the evening only 
to be clawed back and forced into penal-
ties, but they somehow managed to pick 

Intensity and competitiveness will see referees in 

POOLcourtesy of a sudden-death penalty shot.
Thursday’s matches saw the big 

three in action, starting with Markie 
Dan’s ‘A’ hosting the Claredon.

Current cup holders Markie Dans ‘A’ 
were not going to be a cup shock casu-
alty, after surrendering their unbeaten 
league run. 

They swept aside their opponents with-
out the need for the doubles section. 

Along the road the Lancaster ‘A’ wel-
comed the Gluepot and headed into the 
tie as favourites after reclaiming top spot 
in the current league standings.

True to form the Lancaster secured 

resistance with some spirited perform-
ances.

In the remaining tie the Cellar Bar had 
home advantage against cup specialists 
Lochnell, which turned out to be a bless-
ing for the league champions.

With both teams still locked in a 
stalemate after the scheduled games 
and penalties, for the second time in a 
week, sudden death would decide the 
outcome.

Finally broke
The Shoot-Out Shield holders, Loch-

much to the Cellar Bar’s relief.

of the Lancaster ‘A’, Cellar, Markie Dans 
‘A’ and the Lancaster ‘B’ the league 
committee and captains of the teams 
involved have decided referees will 
be required, such is the intensity and 
competitiveness between the sides.

The league committee also agreed 
the league championship would not be 
decided on game difference. If two sides 
cannot be split on points, a play-off will 
determine the destination of the title.

OFS Cup results: Lancaster B 5-5 
Markie Dans B (Lancaster B won on 
penalties); Markie Dans A 6-1 The 
Claredon; Lancaster A 6-3 The Gluepot; 
The Cellar 5-5 The Lochnell (The Cellar 
won on penalties).

Tonight’s matches (January 23): Markie 
Dans A v The Creagan Inn; Outreach v 
The Cellar; Lancaster B v Foleys Bar; 
The Claredon v Lancaster A; The Lo-
chavullin v The Lochnell; The Gluepot 
v Markie Dans B. 

Glencruitten golfer seeks Rainbow Nation success
ROBERT MacIntyre from 
Glencruitten Golf Club, the 
Scottish Boys Stroke Play and 
Youths champion, is part of the 
new-look Scotland squad which 

has gone to South Africa for 
the competitive stage of winter 
performance training.

Thanks to the continued sup-
port of national team sponsor 

Aberdeen Asset Management, 
South African businessman 
Johann Rupert and the Alfred 
Dunhill Links Foundation, 
coupled with funding from 
sportscotland, 10 players will 
journey to the Rainbow Nation, 
including six teenagers.

The programme will include 
three major events on the South 
African circuit, a Test Match 
against the host nation and a 
training camp to allow players to 
work on short game, swing and 

Compared to previous years, the 
programme is shorter and some 
players will return early.

The winter training programme 
in South Africa follows the 
great success of past trips, with 
Scots regularly returning with 
silverware. In 2011, Michael 

Stewart defeated Paul Shields in 

African Amateur, emulating 
past victors like Ernie Els and 
Retief Goosen, while David Law 
captured the Northern Amateur 
crown after losing out in a 
play-off for the South African 
Amateur Stroke Play.

This year, the players begin 
their competitive action at the 
North Gauteng Open on January 
24, before the South African 
Stroke Play commences on Feb-
ruary 4. A Test Match between 
the hosts and the visiting nation 
takes place from February 18 
– 19, before the South African 
Amateur follows three days 
later.

GOLF

Robert MacIntyre in South Africa for winter training

ATHLETICS

Mid Argyll Athletics Club receives 
grant to promote indoor competitions

MID ARGYLL Athletic Club 
has announced this week a Com-
munities 2014 Lottery Grant to 
help promote indoor competi-
tions throughout Argyll over the 
next three months.

The grant will fund the hire of 
sports centres and school halls 
and cover the cost of transport-
ing equipment to the local area 
competitions. 

Joint campus
The indoor competitions 

started last weekend with the 
Mid Argyll area contest held 
at the joint campus school in 
Lochgilphead.  

Next up is the competition 
for the Oban area which takes 

place this Saturday at Atlantis 
Leisure.

Specialist equipment is used 
for various running, jumping and 
throwing events in the indoor 
arena and the organisers are 
hopeful that schools in the Oban 
area will encourage youngsters 
to take part.

The Oban competition is the 
second in a series of local area 
competitions, promoted by Mid 
Argyll Athletic Club, in Argyll 
this winter and starts at 12.30pm 
this Saturday with entries on the 
day from noon.

Age groups are from under 
7, under 9, up to under 17 for 
boys and girls with age as on 

September 1, 2013. There will be 
an entry fee of £2 per competitor 
and £5 for families of three or 
more.

Successful athletes will qualify 
to compete in the Argyll Final 
to be held at Atlantis Leisure in 
Oban on Saturday, March 22.

FORMER Oban Lorne player 
Magnus Bradbury has been 
included in the Scotland Under-
20 squad for the upcoming Six 
Nations.

The 18-year-old forward, who 
is part of Edinburgh Rugby’s 
Elite Development Programme 
and is currently playing with 
Boroughmuir, has represented 
his country at youth level before 
and is a former captain of the 
Under-17 side.

Team coach, former Scottish 
international Sean Lineen, said: 
‘A key role with the under-20s is 
to identify and develop players 
and promote them to the next 
level – and I’m excited, we have 
some good players here.’
After playing some tough 
warm up games, the squad will 
regroup this Sunday before 
their opening game of the Six 
Nations away against Ireland on 
Friday, January 31 at Dubarry 
Park, Athlone.

Magnus Bradbury.
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LOCHABER High School is 
well on its way to becoming a 
centre for learning excellence, 
according to a glowing Educa-
tion Scotland inspection report 
published on Tuesday.

visit by a team of Her Majesty’s 
Inspectors of Education (HMIe) 
to the school in November, detail 
huge progress made by head 
teacher Jim Sutherland and his 
staff in recent years.

Mr Sutherland arrived at 
Lochaber High in May 2006 to 
implement an action plan after 
a damning inspection report in 

major areas of concern, includ-
ing the school’s reputation in the 
community, safety of pupils and 
senior management failings. 

to a remarkable turnaround - 
despite disruption from ongoing 
major refurbishment work.

Mr Sutherland told The Oban 

pretty dire at the time of the last 
report in January 2006. But they 
are saying the exact opposite of 

REPORT by 
STEPHEN NORRIS

snorris@obantimes.co.uk

was that the building blocks for 
a good school were here. There 
were good pupils and good staff 
but there were clearly some 
aspects of the school curriculum 
that needed to improve. My 
priority was a change to a more 
positive and rewarding culture.

a great school with fantastic 
pupils and a really good staff. 
We have worked really hard 
to give the kids good experi-

circumstances because we have 
been on a building site for the 
past few years.

-
ments in exam results and we 
have closed the gap between the 
children who were not achieving 
so well with those at the top. 
Now a lot of pupils who previ-
ously were not achieving as well 
as they could are doing better.’

the report which recognises the 
good work that goes on in our 
school. This is a testament to the 
efforts of staff who work hard to 
give our young people excellent 
learning experiences. 

further improvement, along with 

buildings, the local community 
can be proud of the service its 
school provides.’

In a letter to parents and car-
ers, HM Inspector Chris Webb 

the school has made very sig-

improving the performance of 
lower attaining young people by 
the end of S4. 

has been improvement in the 
proportion achieving awards at 
Higher by the end of S6 and, in 
this measure, young people now 
perform in line with or better 
than schools which serve similar 
communities.’

very effective arrangements for 
consulting and communicating 
with parents. As a result of these 
approaches, the school has made 
particularly good progress in 
improving the quality of young 
people’s learning experiences 
and in raising levels of attain-
ment for young people by the 
time they leave school.’

Caroline Haines, chairman 

am extremely pleased that the 
efforts of the whole school com-
munity have been acknowledged 
in the report. 

-
cellent working partnership with 
the school and it is gratifying 
that this has been recognised. 
As a parent, I am very proud that 
my children attend such a good 
school.’

Top marks: Head teacher Jim Sutherland and depute head teacher Donald MacLean, right, celebrate the positive Education Scotland 
report with pupils. 20_f04school01  

Lochaber High 
School is top
of the class

THE EDUCATION Scotland 
report on Lochaber High, 
published on Tuesday, awarded 
the school high marks almost 
across the board.

It found young people learn 
and achieve very well and had 

experience’ across the school. 
Almost all pupils were moti-

vated to learn and demonstrated 
a genuine enthusiasm for learn-
ing. Relationships between 
young people and staff were 

people were well-behaved and 
friendly, and treated each other 
with respect.

Inspectors rated learners’ 
experiences and improvements 

curriculum and improvement 

and meeting learning needs 

All S1 pupils learn Gaelic 
and were motivated by making 
links to Gaelic speakers in 
Canada. However, they would 

-

Areas highlighted for future 
-

rangements for managing and 
coordinating support for young 
people who require additional 
support with their learning’ 

of pupils’ progress.
The Oban Times understands 

Lochaber High School is the 

need a return visit by inspec-
tors since Education Scotland 
introduced new guidelines in 
August last year.

The report card: High marks all round

Well-known Highland surgeon’s emotional send-off
AROUND 150 invited 
guests bade farewell to 
a popular Fort William 
consultant surgeon at his 
retirement party in Banavie 
on Friday night.

And it was an emotional 
occasion for Mr David 
Sedgwick as friends and 
colleagues wished him 
all the best after 21 years 
dedicated service to patients 
and staff at the Belford 
Hospital.

Skye
Those present at the 

celebration in the Moorings 
Hotel included a substantial 
contingent from the Isle of 
Skye, where Mr Sedgwick, 
60, was visiting surgeon at 
the Dr MacKinnon Memo-
rial Hospital at Broadford.

Gifts presented to Mr 
Sedgwick, a keen Hibs sup-
porter, included a framed 

Hibernian jersey, signed by 
all the players.

In humour-laced speeches, 

local GPs Jim Douglas and 
Joe Tangney paid tribute to 
their colleague and his many 

achievements outside the 
operating theatre - not least 
his role in the ultimately 
successful campaign by 
The Belford Action Group 
(TBag) to save the Belford 
from being downgraded to 
a community day hospital.

Mr Sedgwick made a 
presentation of his own, 
thanking his wife Frances 
and key staff with gifts and 

over the years.
The father-of-six told told 

be moving away - we love 
it here and it’s where we 
brought up our family. 

enjoy it.’ 
See full story and more 

photos, see page 12.

Mr David Sedgwick with, from left, surgical secretary Elizabeth MacLean, Belford 
Hospital manager Marie Law, Mrs Frances Sedgwick, Mr Sedgwick’s secretary Klara 

Campbell and surgical secretary Elizabeth Laidler. 20_f04doc08

ENERGY giant SSE has come 

from a huge hydro project in 
the Great Glen once it starts to 
produce electricity.

The company won approval 
from Scottish Ministers last 
month for the £800 million 
project pumped storage scheme 
at Coire Glas near Invergarry.

SSE has pledged £500 per 
megawatt during the six-year 
construction phase - £300,000 
per year - for community proj-
ects.

But it has no plans to continue 
payments through Highland 

policy once turbines at the 600-
megawatt plant start turning.

The policy recommends wind 
farm and hydro developers pay 
£5,000 per installed megawatt 

throughout their projects’ life-
time, with cash split between a 
local fund, an area fund and a 
Highland Trust Fund.

If SSE met that obligation in 
full, £3 million would become 
available for community projects 
and initiatives across the region 
annually.

News of the zero contribution 
incensed local councillors Allan 
Henderson and Eddie Hunter 
- with Mr Henderson suggesting 
had Highland councillors known 
no cash would be forthcoming, 
their decision to recommend the 
scheme for approval to the Scot-
tish Government might have 
been different.

He told The Oban Times
have to pay their dues. It is abso-
lutely disgraceful and an insult 
to the good work previously 
done by [councillors] Michael 

Foxley and Donald Cameron to 
negotiate reasonable returns for 
the areas most affected by these 
schemes.

the Highlands and councillors 
who, in accepting this scheme, 
balanced the huge change and 
disruption to the landscape and 
householders against perceived 

I am disappointed is a bit of an 
understatement.

much per megawatt during con-
struction but when Coire Glas 
comes on stream they are not 
prepared to pay any community 

-
dalous when you consider the 
huge percentage of the popula-
tion in fuel poverty because of 

the extortionate price of electric-
ity and other fuels at a time when 

for its shareholders.’

always been to keep community 

our proposals completely sepa-
rate from the planning process. 

not discuss fund details during 
planning discussions as this may 

-
ence decision makers.

-

possible inconvenience caused 
to communities during the con-
struction phase of the project.

the area, should we proceed into 
construction.’  

Cameron
Square
work
delayed

A MAJOR redevelopment of 
Cameron Square in Fort Wil-

delay, it has emerged.
Work had been expected to 

begin on reshaping the biggest 
public space on High Street im-
mediately after new year.

But contractors will not start 
on site on the £540,000 until 
February 10, Highland Council 
said.

Lochaber wards manager Dot 

-
ting materials and the lead time 
is longer than expected. The 

almost fully completed by the 
end of April.’

The new date means some of 
the spending on the revamp will 
have to carried over from this 

project was originally due to be 

Asked whether the delay would 
create any potential funding dif-

We will need to speak to our 

Under the refurbishment, a 
completely new public space 
will be created in the square 
with terraced seating round an 
amphitheatre for street perfor-
mances.

New lighting and street 
furniture will be installed, with 
surrounding building lit up to 
create a sense of atmosphere at 
night. The new-look square will 
also feature two grassed areas.

However, sculptures and a 
shelter over the performance 
area will not be included in 
the scheme because of budget 
constraints.

Instead, artwork left over from 
renovation of the underpass 
below the A82 will be installed, 
Ms Ferguson said.

SABHAL Mòr Ostaig UHI, the 
Gaelic college on Skye, has appoint-
ed a new director of organisational 
development and business.

Shona MacLennan has had close 
ties with SMO for many years and 

will lead on implementation of the 
college’s strategic plan 2012-17, as 
well as co-ordinating college activi-
ties.

Ms MacLennan, who is originally 
-

pointment brings me the oppor-
tunity to use my passion for the 
Gaelic language and a wide range of 
professional skills and experience in 
an institution I have long admired.’

Right: Shona MacLennan. 

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes

REPORT by 
STEPHEN NORRIS

snorris@obantimes.co.uk

SMO announces new appointment
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Lochaber spirits lifted as 
distillery plan approved
A LOCHABER whisky company 
is raising a glass after Highland 
Council gave its plans for a new 
distillery and visitor centre in 
Morvern the green light.

Drimnin Distillery Limited 
(DDL) will create the new facil-
ity on Drimnin Estate with the 
promise of a local jobs bonanza 
in the sparsely populated area.

The single malt whisky plant 
will be housed in two unused 
former farm buildings overlook-
ing the ferry to Mull, with a 
renovated Victorian greenhouse 
at the front giving views across 
the water to the island. 

Spirit of Morvern: an artist’s impression of how the new distillery at Drimnin will look. 

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Another existing barn will be 
extended to store barley and two 
new sheds will be built for cask 
storage.

The plant will produce 100,000 
litres of pure alcohol per year, 
the equivalent of around 250,000 
bottles.

A total of nine jobs will be cre-
ated across three areas - produc-
tion, the visitor centre and sales 
and marketing.

Project director Annabel 
Thomas told The Oban Times: ‘It 
is great news - we are extremely 
pleased. Local people have been 
very supportive and there were 

no opposers in the planning 
process. Receiving planning 
permission is a very important 
milestone for us, but only the 

-
duction can commence. 

raise equity has resulted in a 
number of individuals becoming 
shareholders from across the 
UK. An important next step is 
raising further funding. 

‘Once this has been completed 
we will commence construction 
which we expect to be in 2014, 
followed by production the fol-
lowing year.’

She added: ‘We think the dis-
tillery should create more than a 
50 per cent uplift in employment 
in Drimnin. 

‘We would hope it will have 
an extremely positive impact 
on the area, which was part of 
our motivation for the distillery 

‘Hopefully the distillery will 
be transformational - and will 
consolidate some of the gains 

made in the locality over the 
years.’ The company will oper-
ate independently of Drimnin 
Estate, but will lease the site 
from the landowner, who will 
supply the distillery with hydro-
electricity, water and woodchip 
for its biomass boiler.   

A separate planning application 
submitted by the estate to High-
land Council for the hydro plant 
is still pending consideration. 
Drimnin will be the second new 
craft distillery in west Lochaber 
with Adelphi’s plant at Glenbeg 
in Ardnamurchan about to enter 
production.

A NEW distillery in remote west 
Lochaber is nearing completion 
- and now the company behind 
the venture wants someone to 
design the gates into the court-
yard.

Adelphi Distillery Ltd is look-
ing for local design students 
or designers to come up with 
ideas for the grand entrance at 
Ardnamurchan Distillery in 

prize.
The gates will be approxi-

mately four metres wide and two 
metres high at the central point.

An Adelphi spokesperson 
said: ‘We are delighted to offer 
designers and design students 
in the area of Fort William and 
Lochaber the chance to show 
their creativity in designing the 
courtyard gates of Scotland’s 
newest distillery.

‘We are looking for a smart 
double-wing gate, including our 
logo and/or mascot, to be placed 
at the front of our visitor centre 
and production building. 

‘The prize will be one bottle 
of Adelphi cask strength single 
malt whisky worth up £100 and 

a reference for your portfolio.’
Closing date for the competi-

tion will be February 9. 
The distillery and visitor centre 

could bring up to 14,000 visitors 
to Ardnamurchan when fully 
operational. 

Up to seven jobs could be cre-
ated at the plant under distillery 
manager Graeme Bowie, who 
was previously assistant man-
ager at Balblair Distillery.

Around 100,000 litres of pure 
spirit will be produced annually, 
rising to no more than 300,000 
litres over time.

An artist’s impression of how Ardnamuchan Distillery will look 
once finished - now all that is needed are the courtyard gates.

Whisky company calls on local designers

Plan for new Fort William 
supermarket to be lodged
A PROPERTY developer will lodge 
a planning application to build a 
small supermarket on a Fort Wil-
liam site, it has emerged 

Morbaine Ltd already has 
permission for a ‘non food’ outlet 
at North Road but needs further 
authorisation to build a food store 
on the land. 

The move is the latest in a 
protracted series of negotiations 
between Highland Council and the 
company dating back to 2007. 

Previously an application for 
‘bulky goods’ and ‘non food’ 
developments was accepted but the 
planning committee rejected a bid 
for food outlet in the retail park on 
the A82. 

Currently the company has per-
mission for around 55,000 sqft of 
retail space, half for general retail 
and half for bulky goods such as 
furniture and DIY products.

Morbaine director Alex Brodie 

was too early to reveal the name of 
the potential supermarket. 

He told The Oban Times: ‘We 
haven’t lodged a planning applica-
tion yet because we’re still in legal 
talks with the tenants. 

‘If all goes well it will be a small 
supermarket, it’s a national name 
but they wouldn’t want me to reveal 
it while they’re still at the legal 
stage.’ 

The latest development comes 
after Tesco put its plans for a su-

permarket on the Blar Mhor outside 
Fort William on hold.

Mr Brodie said: ‘That has had an 
indirect impact on our plans. We 
have had a bumpy road with this 
site for many years. There’s a lot 
of policy and politics involved but 
now we have a better market for the 
store.’

The property developers will hold 
a public consultation and hope to 
lodge a formal planning application 
in two months. 

Highland Council survey to help 
inform the future fare structure 
on Corran Ferry is to go before 
the Transport, Environmental 
and Community Services Com-
mittee on February 6.

A total of 593 responses were 
received online via the council’s 

out on the ferry over the festive 
period.

Some 20 local businesses con-
tacted by phone also provided 
valuable data for the study report.
The local authority operates a 
15-hour per day shuttle service 
across the Corran narrows and 
maintains two vessels, the MV 
Corran and the replacement 
ferry, MV Maid of Glencoul.

But it faces having to increase 
fares to bridge the £200,000 
shortfall in order to meet the 
estimated £1.3 million annual 
running costs.

A full single fare currently 

drops to £2.23 for those buying 

a book of 30 single tickets. Pas-
sengers on foot or in vehicles 
travel free.

At the meeting, the commit-
tee will agree a proposal for 
consultation with the Lochaber 
area committee and the local 
community before a recom-
mendation is presented to the 
committee on May 15.

Chairman Graham Phillips 
thanked both visitors and the lo-
cal community for the ‘excellent 
response’.

He said: ‘It gives us a good 
understanding of the local 
economic issues governing the 
fare structure. The service is one 
of the best used in Scotland and 
we fully recognise the importance 
of the service to local people and 
visitors/holidaymakers alike.
‘At the same time, we have to 
reduce the gap between rising 
operating costs and the income 
we generated from fares.’

Vehicles using the service total 
290,000 per year along with an 
estimated 500,000 passengers.

Committee to review 
Corran Ferry fare report

Choir’s fond farewell 
to conductor Chrissie 
CHRISSIE MacEachen, the 
long-time tutor and conductor 
of Gaelic youth choir Còisir Og 
Lòchabair, has called it a day 
after 26 years.

Her retirement means the end 
for the choir, which was a regu-
lar winner of competitions at the 
Royal National Mòd.

Chrissie, from Caol, who won 
the traditional gold medal at the 
Portree Mòd in 1982, travelled 
round Lochaber schools to 
provide expert tuition so Còisir 
Og Lòchabair could win every 
year at the mòd. She and her late 
husband Ronald fundraised to 
pay for travel and accommoda-
tion costs.

Now that the choir no longer 
exists, Chrissie decided its 
£2,811 surplus should go to the 
Gaelic choir at Fort William RC 

Primary School in the hope that 
Lochaber’s proud tradition of 
competing on the national stage 
can continue.

Chrissie, 78, who is originally 
from Iochdar in South Uist, told 
The Oban Times: ‘The money 
was left from donations that I 
and my husband Ronald raised.

‘I don’t know if anybody else 
will take it on. If the children 
want any help they can come 
here - but I don’t know if I can 
get 26 of them into the living 
room!’ She added: ‘I could not 
have done any of this without 
the parents.’

Thanking Chrissie, Fort 
William RC head teacher Kim 
Bentley said the donation would 
allow the choir to compete at the 
Royal National Mòd at Inverness 
this October.

Chrissie, centre, with Fort William RC head teacher, Kim Bentley, 
former Meur Lochabair chairman Charlie MacColl, and young 

school choristers, left to right, Raghnall MacKinnon, Jana Nanacz, 
Cara Hegarty and Tara Watson. 

LOCHABER Food Bank has started vital 
training to make sure provisions are reach-
ing people in need. 

Members of organisations who either give 
out food vouchers already or are interested 
in doing so gathered in the food bank on Fort 
William High Street for an introduction to 
training from Highland food bank develop-

The session discussed how to allocate 
emergency provisions outside of opening 
hours, knowing when to refer clients to fur-
ther help and how to prevent people ‘playing 
the system’ when they don’t need the food. 

The charity’s secretary Pat McQueenie 
said: ‘It is simply so voucher issuers can 
get together for information and have any 
questions answered as well as get to know 
each other. 

‘The food bank is doing great and I have 
good reason to be proud because Lochaber 
is the only area in the Highlands that has a 
doctor registered as a voucher holder.’ 

Members of 14 agencies in Lochaber at-
tended the meeting including Fishermen’s 
Mission Mallaig, Lochaber Housing As-
sociation, Job Centre Plus, The Salvation 
Army and local churches.

Food bank volunteers prepared

A WORLD-leading diver training 
base at Fort William is in the run-
ning for two prestigious industry 
accolades.

The Underwater Centre has been 

Business Awards as well as the 
2014 SPE Offshore Achievement 
Awards.

The company earned the nomina-
tions for an affordable training 
programme designed to address a 
shortage of skilled divers in the oil 
and gas sector. 

awarded £490,000 by the Scottish 
Government’s Energy Skills Chal-
lenge Fund, managed by Skills 
Development Scotland (SDS), to 
provide training places at half the 
normal cost.

So far, almost 70 candidates, all 
based in Scotland, have taken ad-
vantage of the discount to become 
commercial divers.

General manager Steve Ham said: 
‘The aim of the initiative was to 
address the much discussed skills 

gap across the industry, and the 
project sought to create a means 
for workers to transfer their land-
based engineering, fabricating 
and construction skills to create 
opportunity for Scottish workers in 
the subsea sector.

‘It is really heartening to see that 
we are being recognised by our in-
dustry peers, and we are delighted 
to have been shortlisted in both of 
these prestigious awards.’

He added: ‘We will continue 
to work with SDS in an effort to 

ensure that we can support this 
initiative in years to come.’

The Underwater Centre is the 
only training centre in the world 
that offers the full range of Health 
and Safety Executive (HSE) com-

and mixed gas diver training.
It operates from a pier extending 

into Loch Linnhe, where water 
depths of 150 metres  provide ideal 
conditions for commercial diving 
and remotely operated vehicle 
training.

Industry recognition for Fort William dive company  

A VETERAN Scottish climber, 
writer and instructor has been 
named as the seventh recipi-
ent of Fort William Mountain 
Festival’s annual Scottish Award 
for Excellence in Mountain 
Culture.

Andy Nisbet will be formally 
presented with the accolade 
during the festival on Saturday, 
February 22.  

Mr Nisbet, 60, has compiled 
accurate and detailed record 
of tens of thousands of climbs 
across Scotland in the Scottish 
Mountaineering Council’s 
climber’s guidebook series.

He has almost 1,000 new win-
ter routes to his name and over 
the decades has compiled far 

any other Scottish climber.
His guidebooks have intro-

duced many climbers to new 
cliffs and corners of the country 
they might not otherwise have 
discovered.

Mr Nisbet, from Boat of Gar-
ten in Strathspey, told The Oban 
Times: ‘I am delighted with the 
award - it is a great honour and 
quite a surprise.

‘I wondered if the award is 
because of all the books I have 
written on Scottish winter 
climbing, but it was probably 

have done over the years and 
the publicity that has brought to 
Scottish winter climbing too.’

The award celebrates the 
achievements of one inspiring 
individual and their outstand-
ing contribution to Scotland’s 

and literature.
The festival runs from Febru-

ary 19-23.

Andy Nibet. Photo: Simon Richardson.

Veteran climber’s 
Fort William award

Skye cemetery 
dyke to be rebuilt 
A DYKE round an ancient cem-
etery in northwest Skye is to be 
rebuilt under a traditional skills 
and heritage project.

Glendale Community Council 
has been awarded £34,000 from 
the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) 
for the work.

Up to six local volunteers 
will receive dry stone walling 

the rebuild.
Four English-Gaelic work-

shops to research and record the 
history of Glendale Cemetery 
also form part of the project.

Historical remains at the 
cemetery beside the river Ha-
mara, include the burial place 
of a Viking prince, a rare 15th 
century grave slab depicting a 
harpist and the stone ruins of a 
13th century chapel. 

Glendale commnity cuncillor 
Stuart Edinburgh said: ‘We are 
delighted to have received the 
support of the Heritage Lottery 
Fund. 

‘The project will be a lasting 
legacy for generations to come 
as well as providing an oppor-
tunity to maintain rural skills 
while learning more about our 
local heritage.’

Bag missing
A WOMAN’S handbag went 
missing after she left it unat-
tended while out socialising at 
the Skipinnish nightclub in Fort 
William on Sunday night.

Police said the bag, which 
contained personal items, may 
have been taken by accident. 

THE DRAW for Fort William 
FC’s 300 Club took place at Clag-
gan Park on Saturday. Winners: 
£200 - E MacLeod; £50 - I and P 
Abernethy; £25 - M MacMillan; 
£25 - DC MacDonald.

300 Club draw

Chemical alert after liquid spillage
HAZARDOUS liquid leaking from a 
lorry sparked a chemical alert in Fort 
William on Friday.

West End Car Park was cordoned 
off for around two hours from 11am.

dealt with the incident. A Scottish 
Fire and Rescue special hazardous 
materials unit was also despatched to 
the scene from Inverness.

The alarm was raised after the HGV 
had been pulled off the A82 by the 
Driver and Vehicle Standards Agency 
for an inspection.

-
son said. It is believed they contained 

breathing apparatus cleared the spill-
age with sand.

The West End Car Park in Fort William was 
cordoned off for two hours as firefighters dealt 

with the spillage. 20_f04spill01
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of shopping 
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up for grabs!
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The Oban Times Bonnie Babies competition is back for 2014. Enter your little bundle of joy today for your chance to win a 
whopping £500 worth of vouchers to spend at The Co-operative! Plus, this year we will have £150 of vouchers for a second 
place winner and £100 of vouchers for third place. Just think how handy that would be after Christmas and New Year. 

The Co-operative Group is the UK’s largest mutual business, owned by nearly eight million members.  It is the UK’s 
fifth biggest food retailer operating across the country with almost 2,800 local, convenience and medium-sized stores, 
and is also one of Britain’s leading farming operations. Further information is available at www.co-operative.coop

HOW THE COMPETITION WORKS
The competition will take place in weekly rounds where readers are asked to vote for that week’s bonniest baby. For 
example, if your child is in week one and gets the most votes out of all the entries in that issue they will be entered 
into the grand finale. The baby who has the most votes from the grand finale, which will be held early next year, will 
be crowned the Bonniest Baby of 2014. It doesn’t matter which round your baby appears in, you can keep voting every 
week from the date your child appears until the voting deadline, which we will announce in a future issue. Voting for 
your wee one every week after they appear gives them the best chance to be crowned their week’s bonniest. We won’t 
count the votes to decide who goes into the grand finale until the voting deadline has been reached. Readers will be 
able to vote by text or by coupon, details of which will be printed when the weekly rounds begin.

HOW TO ENTER
We are now open for entries! The Oban Times Bonnie Babies 2014 is open to babies and toddlers born on or after 
February 1, 2011. Entrants must live in Argyll or West Highlands. You may also enter a child if you are a subscriber 
living outside this area. You can enter your child by posting us a photograph along with a signed entry coupon, see 
left, to The Oban Times, Bonnie Babies Entry, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Please make sure you write the name 
of the child, date of birth and a contact telephone number on the back of the photo. Should you wish your photo to 
be returned, please enclose a stamped addressed envelope. We will do our very best to return your photo but please 
make a copy just in case. You can also enter online by visiting www.obantimes.co.uk/bonniebabies. 

After you have entered your child, keep an eye on The Oban Times every week to see when your baby appears. 
The closing date for entries will be announced in a future issue. For rules and terms and conditions, visit 
www.obantimes.co.uk/bonniebabies or call 01631 568000.

Good luck!   

Terms & conditions: The Oban Times Bonnie Babies competition is open to babies and toddlers born on or after February 1, 2011. Entrants must live in Argyll or West 
Highlands. You may also enter a child if you are subscriber living outside this area. Only one entry per child.  By entering the competition and by filling in the parental consent 
form that is provided with your entry, you – the parent or guardian – consent to the reproduction of your child’s photograph in The Oban Times Bonnie Babies features in the 
paper and online and in any other related Oban Times Bonnie Babies promotions. If you do not wish for your child’s photo to appear in the newspaper or online then you 
should not enter the competition. The Oban Times cannot take responsibility for the safe delivery and safe return of the entrant’s photograph.  Photos posted in without an 
enclosed stamped addressed envelope will not be returned. Poor quality photographs, which are out of focus, difficult to see the child’s face, ripped, torn or folded, will not 
be accepted as an entry and will be returned to the sender providing a stamped addressed envelope is supplied by the entrant.  By sending us your photograph, you agree 
that Wyvex Media Ltd and The Oban Times have the right to publish the images and details of the entrant without payment for the purpose of promoting The Oban Times 
Bonnie Babies campaign(s). The winner must take part in publicity. Employees of Wyvex Media Ltd and their immediate family are not eligible to enter.

Child’s name.............................................................................................................
Child’s date of birth. .................................................................................................
Tel: ......................................................... Subscription No: (if applicable) ...................
Address: ..................................................................................................................
..................................................................................................................................
Name of parent/guardian.........................................................................................
Signature of parent/guardian...................................................................................
I agree to all terms and conditions applied to this competition (please tick) 

Please post to The Oban Times, Bonnie Babies Entry, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB.

Wednesday 29th Jan, 10.30 am 
Errol Airfield, Errol, Perth PH2 7TB

Full Online Bidding Available

morrisleslie.com
Morris Leslie

PLANT AUCTIONS

Call on 01821 642 940 or visit 
morrisleslie.com

2003 MF4345 4WD Tractor
2008 Benford 6T Swivel Dumper

2002 JCB Airmaster 4x4
2004 JCB 8014 Mini Digger

2003 Unimog U400 C/W Crane

1994 MF 860 Backhoe Loader
JLG 34 HAE Self Propelled Boom
Jungheinrich TFG 30 Gas Forklift
Fiat Hitachi FR 220 Loading Shovel
2008 Doosan DX55 C/W 4 buckets

This month’s plant auction has over 250 items including:

HALF PRICE
The Oban Times
*Subscribe to the Oban Times 
digital edition and save 50%. 
Details at 
www.obantimes.co.uk/digital

to order 
visit

www.
scottish

calendars.
co.uk

or call 
01371 

851 868
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After a pleasant voyage, we got safely and agreeablyinto the harbour of Tobermorie, before the wind rose. Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides, James Boswell.
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Goat Fell from Corrie harbour
Dennis Hardley
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And when I came to a hill above Toigal I saw lying below me the 
mouth of the Morar River and a large bay of silver sand.In Scotland Again, HV Morton.
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YOUNG Alice Needham 
gave the Address to a Hag-
gis at Home Start Oban’s 
Annual Burns Supper on 
Sunday night.

Nearly 70 people crammed 
into the Waterfront Restau-
rant on Railway Pier for the 
event, which was organised 
by co-ordinator, Aileen 
Binner. 

The event is the biggest 
fundraiser for the family 
support charity, raising ap-

proximately £1,000 every 
year.

David Hodge gave the 
Selkirk Grace, while 
retired headteacher Jack 
Degnan gave The Immortal 
Memory. 

Toasting the Lassies was 
Dugald Cameron, with his 
wife Pauline giving the 
reply.

Alice, 9, a pupil at Loch-
nell Primary School, ‘was 
brilliant’, said dad Alex.

Chairman of Home Start Oban, Bob Clarke, is pictured 
helping Alice cut the haggis. ahead of Sunday’s Burns’ 

Supper. t04haggis1

Alice’s Address

‘Heated’ sea eagles meeting
SOARING numbers of sea 
eagles are causing farmers 
in Argyll losses by eating 
livestock, prompting calls 
for greater control of the 
species.

Estimates suggest there 
are now approximately 90 
of the birds circulating in the 
area, with the vast majority 
of nests found on the Isle of 
Mull.

Farmers say the birds take 
hundreds of lambs each year, 

while hare, goat and golden 
eagle numbers were also 
being hit by the raptors. 

At a heated meeting in 
the Royal Hotel in Oban 
last Friday, hosted by the 
National Farmers Union 
Scotland (NFUS), Scottish 
Natural Heritage’s (SNH) 
area operations manager 
Ross Lilley heard farmers 
call for more powers for the 
sea eagle stakeholder group, 
as well as the establishment 

of more localised groups.
Local NFUS secretary 

Euan Warnock said: ‘Around 
50 farmers attended the 
meeting and it was some-
times quite heated.  

Seriously
‘We left SNH in no doubt 

we wanted them to take the 
members’ concerns seri-
ously.

‘There are now in the range 
of 90 white tailed sea eagles 
in the Mull and Lorn area. 

That’s one sea eagle to each 
sheep farm in the district. 

‘It’s just time we sat down 
and quite reasonably discuss 
adaptive management.’

That could mean relocat-
ing birds, feeding them or 
felling potential nest sites 
near farms.

NFUS is now consulting 
members on proposals, 
with papers available on 
its website or from its local 

be returned by February 3.
Mr Lilley said: ‘The meet-

ing last Friday was very use-
ful; NFUS members made 
their views on sea eagles 
clear and there were some 
constructive suggestions for 
the future. 

‘We’re aware the NFUS 
members’ survey and we 
look forward to discussing 
ways forward once they 
have had time to analyse the 
results.’

A 75-YEAR-old man has 
been remanded in cus-
tody after appearing at Oban 
Sheriff Court last week on a 
petition alleging two counts 

The allegations relate to 
two separate incidents on 
January 7 and 8.

He has been fully commit-
ted for trial and is expected 
to appear in court in May.

Elderly man to 
face fire trial

Man held on 
drugs charges
A MAN appeared in private 
on petition at Oban Sheriff 
Court on Tuesday in relation 
to drugs charges.

The 24 year-old is alleged 
to have had heroin with 
intent to supply and being in 
possession of cannabis, both 
on January 13. No plea or 
declaration was given and he 
was remanded in custody.

KILMALLIE Hall will be 

when a leading wind cham-
ber group takes the stage at 
3pm.

Cuillin Sound, comprising 

Sarah Watts on clarinet 
and Laurence Perkins on 
bassoon, are performing at 
the venue as part of their 
Highland concert tour.

Kilmallie to host 
Cuillin Sound

‘ONE OF the best I’ve ever 
attended’ was how one per-
son described last Saturday’s 
ceilidh at Taynuilt which 
was enjoyed by a large and 
appreciative audience.

Oban Pipe Band pipe major 
Euan Dewar kicked off the 
ceilidh with an enjoyable 
selection of tunes, before 
three young members of 
the Adele Askew School of 
Dance, namely Zoe Brown, 
Emma Brown and Ashleigh 
Taylor, gave lively and en-
tertaining performances of 
both Highland and modern 
dance.

Oban High School’s 
Traditional Music 
Group, comprising Anna 
Garvin, Hannah Gillies, 
Ross Christie, James 
MacPherson, Merle 
Harbron, Kirsty Campbell 
and Kimberly Campbell, 

impressed the audience 
with some excellent musi-
cal performances. Further 
toe-tapping tunes came 
from Sileas Sinclair who 
was called into action at 
regular intervals to play her 
accordion.

Sileas was kept busy as 
she conducted the members 
of Oban Gaelic Choir who 
sang a number of beautiful 
Gaelic songs.

Five members of the choir, 
namely Christine Hill, 
Kirsty Duncan, Graham 
Campbell, Martin Charlton 
and Duncan MacDonald, 
also provided enjoyable solo 
singing.

Fear an Taighe was the 
Reverend Dugald Cameron 

smoothly and the audience 
amused throughout the 
evening.

Taynuilt ceilidh-goers 
hail ‘one of the best’

A HARRIS painter who went to Oban High School, Marga-
rita Williams, is one of two artists to win this year’s Charles 
Rennie Mackintosh Residency in Collioure, France. 

Margarita lives and works on Harris, where she was born, 
painting the landscape around her, focusing on the changing 

island. 
The other winner was George Donald, from Aberdeen.

Island artist’s Mackintosh award

A NEW BBC ALBA 
documentary is set to evoke 
memories of the 1960s BBC 
medical drama Dr Finlay’s 
Casebook when it hits TV 
screens on Monday.

Slàinte na Sgìre: An 
Island Practice’ will follow 
Dr Andrew Naylor of the 
Leverburgh Surgery on 
the Isle of Harris, and his 
doctor-crofter colleague, Dr 

Donald John Murray, from 
Ness in the Isle of Lewis, 
over a working season.

Having opted out of NHS 
24, it’s a round the clock 
commitment for Drs Naylor 
and Murray, who are the 

medical emergency because 
the Western Isles Hospital 
in Stornoway is 60 miles 
away.

Island doctors in focus

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Family’s anguish 
over cancer care
Doctors ignored screams of pain, says daughter

Alex is Ali G for dance showstopper

A SURGEON who left swabs 
inside a patient following an 
appendectomy while working in 
Argyll faces being struck off.

Mr Ahmed Abd El Nasser 
Hassan Khattab will attend a 
Medical Practitioners Tribunal 

-
tise hearing to face charges of 
failing to provide good clinical 
care between July 4 and July 22, 
2011, while working as a locum 
consultant surgeon for NHS 
Highland.

In that time, he is also accused 
of failing to get proper consent 
for an endoscopy for another 
patient.

Mr Khattab further faces 
charges that in 2008, while work-
ing in the same role in Whiteab-
bey Hosptial, Newtownabbey, he 
neglected colonoscopy patients.

His hearing will take place 
between February 10 and March 
14.

Surgeon faces 
tribunal

A MEMBER of the family who 
founded outdoor clothing com-
pany Tiso has died in a climbing 
accident near the village of 
Taynuilt 

Donald Tiso fell when hiking 
on Ben Starav with a friend on 
Friday night. 

Oban Mountain Rescue Team 
was called to an area close to the 
3,500ft munro at 1am to assist 
the seriously injured man.

Belford Hospital, Fort William, 
but was pronounced dead on 
arrival. 

A woman from Glen Kinglass 
raised the alarm to emergency 
services at around 11.50pm.

The mountain rescue team was 
alerted at 1am on Saturday but 
were called off from the search 
after a Royal Navy helicopter 
from HMS Gannet arrived from 
Prestwick.

Mr Tiso was a director of the 
company his father Graham Tiso 
founded in 1962, which has now 
21 stores across Scotland.

Tiso director dies 
on Ben Starav

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEVEN FLANAGAN

Respect! A stunned audience at the Oban High School Dance Show did a double take when Ali G 
- aka teacher Alex Craik - appeared on the Corran Halls stage in Oban to show the pupils how it’s 

done. Teachers and pupils combined to produce a high quality production, which featured ballet, 
Highland dancing, songs from the shows, gymnastics and hip-hop.  See page 13. Photo: Kevin McGlynn

Connel sailor’s emotional reunion
A CONNEL seaman held in an 
Indian prison for three months 
has had an emotional reunion 
with his family.

Billy Irving, 33, is in Puzhal 
prison on charges alleging the 
crew he was part of bought fuel 
without paying tax and had ille-
gal weapons on board their ship. 

been able to speak face-to-face 
with his girlfriend Yvonne Ma-
cHugh and dad Jim since he was 
arrested. They spent three hours 
together, with further visits 
planned during the week. 

Sharing a cell with three other 
men, Billy’s health has suffered.

He was committed for trial last 
month by the Indian authorities, 
a process which could potentially 
see him in custody for a year 
before he has a chance to contest 
the charges.

Meanwhile a petition calling 
for the men to be released has 
attracted 90,000 signatures.

AN OBAN family who watched 
their mother go through ‘hor-
rendous and unnecessary’ pain 

NHS Highland the situation 
must never happen again.

The health board has already 
apologised for the catalogue of 
errors that culminated in Mabel 
Braidwood ‘screaming in agony’ 
for three days at the town’s Lorn 
and Islands Hospital. Doctors 
and nurses ignored her pleas for 
stronger pain medication to help 
her cope with the pancreatic 
cancer she was dying from.

she ‘lost her faith in God’.
While charity Macmillan 

Cancer Support has hosted 
education sessions for staff at 
the hospital since Mabel’s death, 
her children, Dawn, Zoe and 
Matt, said they wanted to make 
the case public to ensure there 
was no repeat.

As the anniversary of Mabel’s 
death approaches, daughter 
Dawn, of Coe Gardens, Oban, 
said: ‘We don’t want compen-
sation. We aren’t looking for 
money. We want people to be 
aware because cancer affects 
one in three people and everyone 

deserves to die with dignity 
- something we feel was denied 
to our mother.’

Mabel was diagnosed with 
pancreatic cancer in October 
2012, just three days before her 
husband, John, died of nasal 
cancer. 

Mabel’s cancer was already 
too far advanced for treat-
ment and while she attempted 
chemotherapy, her condition 

deteriorated and she developed 
pneumonia. She was admitted to 
the hospital on February 22 last 
year, initially to a mixed ward.

On admittance she was left 
unattended for six hours and 
medical staff failed to follow her 
planned medication timetable, 
which included pain relief. As 
time went on, her pain got 
worse.

An emotional Dawn said: ‘The 
pain she was experiencing was 
horrendous. 

‘One day I was coming up the 
stairs to the ward with my sister 
and we could hear her screams 

pain for three days. She said she 
felt like she was being ripped in 
two.

‘She said, ‘Why will nobody 
believe me? Why will nobody 
help me?’’

On one occasion, a group of 
junior doctors were outside her 
room, but did nothing to help 
when they heard her screams. 
It was only when the family 
intervened that any action was 
taken.

‘She was a Roman Catholic 
and her faith was gone because 
of the pain,’ added Dawn. 

‘She asked why she was suf-
fering. Why she was being put 
through this.’ It was only when a 
Macmillan nurse returned from 
holiday on February 25 that staff 

pump to help with the pain.
Dawn and Zoe later found their 

mother lying in a pool of blood 
after the cannula for pain relief 
popped out, leaving a puddle on 

She passed away on February 
27, 2013.

Responding to the family’s 
complaint, Elaine Mead, chief 
executive of NHS Highland 
said: ‘I am really very sorry 
we were not able to provide the 
sort of care that your mother 

I understand the negative impact 
that this has had on you and your 
family.

‘I can only offer my sincere 
apologies... nevertheless, you 
can be assured we will use this 
experience to make every at-
tempt to improve this for others 
in the future.’

A spokesman for NHS 
Highland said it had met with 
the family and planned to do so 
again.

John and Mabel Braidwood in 
happier times.

Creagan Inn no 
longer for sale
THE OWNER of Appin’s 
Creagan Inn, Liz Crichton, has 
decided not to sell the pub just 
days after putting it up for sale.

Mrs Crichton announced at the 
weekend she was to seek offers 
over £499,995 for the popular 

of heart as The Oban Times went 
to press. 

AN UNMARKED police car 
operating in the Lorn area has 
generated complaints in recent 

-
tion is necessary.

Police Scotland introduced 
an unmarked car to Lorn and 
Mid Argyll areas following a 
year that saw 10 people die on 
Argyll’s roads.

Among those stopped was 
the driver of a van, owned by a 
security company, being driven 
at 63mph through Kilmelford’s 
30mph zone.

However some of those pulled 
over by the vehicle say they feel 
it has been introduced to meet 

targets - further questioning the 
way it was being driven.

The Oban Times has been con-
tacted by a number of motorists 
who say they were left angry and 
shaken after being pulled over 
by an unmarked car.

One woman, who holds an 
advanced driving licence, was 

for ‘inconsiderate’ driving.
She is to contest the allega-

tion, saying the driving of the 
unmarked car ‘freaked me out a 
bit’ and was too close to her car. 

Oban’s Chief Inspector, 
Alistair Davidson, said: ‘We 
have got an unmarked car in the 

area to tackle speeding and road 
safety is a problem in our area.

‘If anyone feels they have been 
treated with a lack of respect or 
not fairly, complain to us and it 
will be thoroughly investigated. 
If there are any issues to be ad-
dressed they will be.’

Asked if the car was being used 
to meet targets, he said: ‘The 
bottom line is if you’re speeding 
in small villages, expect a ticket. 
We need that message out there.

‘In Kilmelford, if you saw a 
marked car you wouldn’t drive 
at 60mph. With an unmarked 
vehicle, people think it’s okay. 
It isn’t.’

Police defend unmarked 
car to tackle speeders A PORTS and shipping consult-

ant in England is to draw up a 
scheme to make Oban Bay safer 
after the grounding of a cruise 
ship there last year.

Fisher Associates of Lymington 
won the £13,455 contract offered 
by Caledonian and Maritime As-
sets (CMAL) to develop an Oban 
Bay Harbour Management Plan.

CMAL started working with 
the Northern Lighthouse Board 
and Argyll and Bute Council 
last year in recognition of the 

Safety plan for 
Oban’s busy bay

NEWSDESK
01397 703003
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Lorn Lines
THE MOST recent meeting of Oban Camera gave an opportunity 
for members to contribute to the programme.

Peter Cleave demonstrated on screen the technique of digitally 
cropping an image to produce a much-improved photograph. 

Edwina Aitken shared her images from a recent trip to Ma-
chu Picchu in Peru and added a most interesting commentary 
describing the three-day trek up to the world famous landmark in 
the Andes Mountains. 

New members are always welcome - Monday nights at 7.30pm 
in the Regent Hotel.

The Relatives Room at Lorn and Islands Hospital, created with 
the help of Oban Hospice Ltd, has been used 50 times in the 
past year. One daughter of a woman who was treated in the 

hospital was so grateful she has donated a striking picture of 
Oban Bay to help decorate the room. The picture, by John R 
Coleman, was presented to the hospital’s locality manager 

Veronica Kennedy, seated, left, by Friends of Oban Hospice Ian 
Kerr and Kathleen Black. 16_t04picture01

AN ARGYLL charity received a generous donation from the 
Oban Inner Wheel following a fundraising lunch. 

A cheque was handed over to Argyll Riding for the Disabled 
carriage driving group after ladies of the Inner Wheel held a 
soup and sandwiches lunch. They raised £115 for the charity 
which gives disabled people in Argyll the opportunity to ride 
and drive carriages to keep healthy.

ANYONE in Oban who sells or uses fair trade products as a busi-
ness or organisation is being asked to update their details on The 
Oban Fair Trade Directory. 

To do so, send your details to mail@paulinecameron.co.uk.

Inner Wheel’s donation was well received by Argyll Riding 
for the Disabled carriage driving group. Left to right: Inner 

Wheel president Fiona Innes, carriage driving group president 
Jeanette Hamilton, Inner Wheel community convenor 

Rosemary MacIntyre and carriage driving group secretary 
Elaine Trigg.

HELEN Jackson MBE is the new president of the Oban OLDS 
senior citizens’ club.

Helen was elected at the group’s most recent meeting, replacing 
outgoing president Chrissy Muir, who is retiring from the posi-
tion after a successful spell in the post.

Meanwhile the group has announced its new programme of 

January 29, with following ceilidhs to be held every month until 
April.

OBAN War and Peace Museum needs more volunteers after 
almost 20 years of operation. 

Volunteers work behind the scenes managing the museum 
and its collection. Director Alison Palmer said: ‘The museum 
would love to hear from anyone with organisational skills, 
business, fundraising or marketing experience or with an 
interest in the care and preservation of the items in our col-
lection.’

If interested email obanmuseum@btconnect.com

A NOVEL outdoor nursery pioneered in Oban by 
the Stramash social enterprise has been lauded by 
Scotland’s education minister Michael Russell.

centre could be used as inspiration for similar 
facilities elsewhere in Scotland after saying he felt 
it offered a ‘more varied’ education compared to 
traditional nurseries.

Mr Russell’s comments come as Stramash 

operation in Oban, as well as opening more sites 

yurts, met the children and toured the play facili-
ties - including the mud garden and the tree hut.

parents come and see it they suddenly realise this 
is a very good type of learning and probably offers 

in other nurseries. It is being done really well here; 
it’s really positive and I’ve enjoyed myself too.’

Mike Story, director of the Stramash board, was 
delighted to hear Mr Russell’s recommendations, 

secretary for education.
‘He was talking about working with Forestry 

Commission Scotland and Scottish Land and Es-

Currently catering for 60 over three sessions of 

session capacity to 24 and is speaking to landlord 

land. A new nursery is to be opened in Helensburgh 
this year, with plans afoot for similar nurseries in 

Harmony
strikes a 
CHORD
in Oban
Councillors and public 

on development plan

years of stagnation have been 
praised by both councillors and 

Last week’s Oban, Lorn and 
Isles Area Committee saw all 
corners of the room speak of 
their support for the proposals 
and delight at recent movement 
after CHORD manager Linda 
Houston gave an update on work 
set to be carried out.

A full detailed design for the 
upgrade of the ‘public realm’ 
from Stafford Street to Station 

Street, is being worked on by the 
company Capita. That followed 
a consultation with local busi-
nesses - carried out in November 
in association with BID4Oban 
- which received a response 
rate of 12 per cent, something 
Ms Houston described as ‘very 
good for a postal survey of this 
nature’.

She added: ‘The overall 
response has been very good. 
Things are beginning to move. 

‘There have been some sug-
gestions with design items, 
particularly with regard to Sta-
tion Square.’

Capita’s design will come to 
the area committee in April for 
approval.

breakwater and transit marina, 
Ms Houston said she was await-
ing advice from the Scottish 

a business case and tender docu-
ment prepared as early as pos-
sible in the year. Cost estimates 
are also awaited for south pier 

Oban’s CHORD projects were 
not reliant on a successful bid for 

but the projects would link 
together if it was successful.

Meanwhile, the new lighting 
scheme at McCaig’s Tower was 
working well, with plans afoot 
to advertise it for use by local 
businesses and organisations 

who remains chairman of Oban 
CHORD project board pending 
changes to make it the respon-
sibility of the Area Committee, 
said ‘the destination is almost in 
sight’. 

She added: ‘Taking this for-
ward it is important we complete 
this full business case. If it 
doesn’t stack up, we won’t do it 
- but if it does, we will.’

Councillor Roddy McCuish 
added: ‘I’m so hopeful this 
report gives people comfort this 
is moving forward. Although 
obviously not at the pace we 
would have liked - at least we 
are moving forward.’

Councillor Iain MacDonald 

and we should all make a big 
effort to bring this to fruition.’

Oban Community Council-
lors Marri Molloy and Neil 
MacIntyre were quick to praise 
recent developments.

Mr MacIntyre said: ‘I’d like to 
thank Linda Houston for getting 
us to this point. I thought we’d 
have all passed over by the time 

like we’re getting somewhere.’

 Branching out: Stramash has announced plans to open more outdoor nurseries after Michael 
Russell MSP visited staff at the Ganavan site. 15_t04stramash1

Stramash gets minister’s approval 

Driver admits causing death crash
A DRIVER who raced along a 
winding Argyll road at speeds of 
up to 110 mph killed a teenage 
girl in a horror crash, a court was 
told last Friday.

Tarbert, admitted causing the 
death of his passenger Natasha 
Clark by driving dangerously 

-
gust 20, 2012, on the A83 near to 
Erines Cottage, Erines, Tarbert.

Neill was repeatedly told to 
slow down and ‘stop pushing it’ 
by his passengers who noted that 
the speedometer was showing 
110mph.

One local motorist, Davie 
Russell, who was driving in the 
opposite direction, told police 
that it was the fastest he had 
ever seen a car travelling on that 
road. The High Court in Paisley 

heard that 35-year-old Neill lost 
control of his Honda Civic R as 
he drove towards Tarbert.

The car smashed into a rock at 
the side of the road, trapping 17-
year-old Natasha and her friend 
Sandra Harvey, who were in the 
back seat.

Neill and his friend Sean 

seats, only had minor injuries.
Miss Clark, who worked as a 

shop assistant at the Co-op in 
Lochgilphead, was airlifted to 

died the following day from 
multiple injuries. 

Miss Harvey suffered a broken 
leg and a suspected spinal 
injury.

Advocate depute Tim Niven-
Smith, prosecuting, said as Neill 
left the village of Stronachullin 

to drive towards Tarbert he drove 

‘Miss Harvey and Miss Clark 

to right on the back seat.
‘Miss Harvey looked at the 

speedometer and saw it was 
reading a speed of 110 miles 
per hour. She saw that Natasha 
Clark looked frightened. She 

held Natasha’s hand and closed 
her eyes.’ 

Neill lost control of the car as 
it entered a bend. It spun over to 
the side of the road, hit a boulder 
and bounced back into the centre 
of the road. 

Mr Niven-Smith added: ‘The 
speed was reduced by braking 
and the spinning motion of the 

car, but the car’s speed at the 
point of impact is estimated at 

Judge Lord Stewart deferred 

month for background reports 
and remanded him in custody.

Solicitor advocate Simon 

give his plea in mitigation then.

opened in Oban last week, can help reverse 
a century of decline in the language in its 
traditional heartland.

That was the view of some of the leaders 
-

warm welcome’.  

access to learners’ resources, act as a hub for 
speakers to use the language and become a 

since September last year under co-ordina-

opened last Friday by education minister 
and Argyll and Bute MSP Michael Russell, 

‘vital’.
He was joined by a large number of invited 

Boyd Robertson, principal at the Skye-based 

Professor Robertson, a former Oban 
High School teacher, said: ‘I am absolutely 

town and the wider area of Lorn needed a 
focal point for the community because there 

‘Argyll has previously focussed largely 
on Mods and the cultural element of the 
language and I think it needs to refocus on 
the language itself.

‘The language has suffered here but people 
will draw strength from congregating in a 
place like this.

-
land, the cradle of the language, but for the 
last century there has been a decline in its 
use. It needs an infusion of activity that this 
centre can help deliver.’

presence, somewhere that people can come 
and use the language.

‘The language in Oban has maybe suffered 
from a lack of a focal point where people can 
gather.’

The council has invested £195,000 of the 

a further £85,000 invested in the creation of 
a multi-media studio and recording facility 
in Oban High School.

Argyll and Bute MSP Michael Russell with pupils from Oban High School’s traditional 
music programme at the official opening of Furan. Photo: Kevin McGlynn

A DRIVER and her passenger were so frightened 
by the way their car was tailgated and then 
overtaken that they drove straight to Oban Police 
Station and made a report.

-
estry Cottages, Eredine, was found guilty follow-
ing a trial at the town’s sheriff court on Monday 
of dangerous driving. Sheriff Douglas Small 
heard that on August 15 last year, on the A828 

south of Benderloch, Leiper repeatedly tailgated 
the other driver’s car, pulled alongside, overtook, 
and then braked harshly so that the other driver 
had to take action to avoid a collision.

Leiper denied driving dangerously; he had his 
partner and their baby in the car, his brother and 
another friend.

him from driving for four years.

Dangerous driver fined £500 and banned for four years

SHERIFF Douglas Small handed 
down a sentence of 54 days to 
an Oban man who assaulted his 
partner on Christmas Day.

And he was told by Sheriff 
Small that if he appeared before 
the court again for a domestic 
incident he would be ‘sent to 
prison for a very long time’.

The 33-year-old man is not 
named as this would identify 
his partner and their two young 
children.

said the family’s Christmas 2013 
had ended with a call to the 
police.

The man had been drinking 
steadily all day and then decided 
to leave, taking one of the chil-
dren with him. His partner and 
another person tried to stop him; 
he bit his partner on the body 
and seized her by her clothing.

The man’s defence agent, 
Edward Thornton, said that the 
couple had now separated and 
the man realised he had to ad-
dress his drink problem because 
he wanted to see his children.

to pay back £50,000 to the VAT 

was made at Oban Sheriff Court 
on Monday.

Andrew Usher, aged 34, of 1 
Cuan Cove, South Cuan, Luing, 
had previously admitted fraudu-
lently evading VAT between July 
1, 2009 and October 31, 2010, 
when he appeared the before a 
court last year.

He had submitted two fraudu-
lent VAT repayment claims for 
the purchase of a house, a boat-

business.
The total amount of VAT 

fraudulently claimed was 
£52,375 the court was told last 
year and Usher was given a 300-
hour community payback order.

His agent Duncan Durbin said: 
‘He has a lot of work to do, in 
every sense of the word.’

Prison warning 
for Christmas Day 
assault man

VAT fraudster 
ordered to pay 
back £50,000

Outcome of TIF bid 
known this month

Driver charged
A 53-YEAR-old man has been 
charged with dangerous driving 
after being accused of tailgating 
a car between Lochgilphead and 
Kilninver last Thursday, before 
overtaking on a narrow stretch 
of road.

He then allegedly overtook on 
the B844 towards Easdale, forc-
ing the other driver off the road.

A report has been submitted to 

THE SUCCESS or otherwise of 

town centre should be known at 
the end of the month.

applied for £23.75million from 
the fund in 2011, to bring for-
ward 11 projects within the Lorn 
Arc corridor, with each scheme 
designed to work hand-in-hand 
with the Oban CHORD project.

A full business case for the 
cash was submitted to the Scot-

Oban CHORD’s project 
manager Linda Houston told the 
Oban, Lorn and Isles Area Com-
mittee: ‘I understand the council 
will be receiving a response at 
the end of the month.’

Lorn leads Argyll broadband boost
broadband. 

The service will be available in Oban, 
Taynuilt and Ledaig by July, giving better 
reliability and service, the council has an-
nounced.

This comes as part of a £146m rural broad-
band project which aims to provide 84 per 
cent of homes in the Highlands and Islands 

speeds will be brought to more locations 
over the three-year phasing period for the 
initiative, led by Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise.

Councillor Aileen Morton, the council’s 
spokeswoman on IT services, said: ‘This kind 
of advance is long-awaited, and as superfast 
broadband is rolled out it should help support 
the council’s aim of building our economy.’

before 28 February 2015?
Yes? 

before 28 February 2015 are eligible to be enrolled for Primary 1. Enrolment will 
take place week commencing 27 January 2014.

Although you may wish that your child attends a school other than your local primary 

Placing requests are not required for Gaelic Medium education or for those eligible 
to attend a denominational school.
When to enrol your child? Where What to bring
3.00pm  27 January – 31 January 2014 Local Primary School Child’s birth certificate

dh’aois ro 28 Gearran 2015?
Bidh?

Bidh an ath sheisean sgoile a’ tòiseachadh air 19 Lùnastal 2014.  Faodaidh clann a 
bhios còig air no ro an 28 Gearran 2015 a bhith air an clàrachadh airson P1.  Bidh 
an t-seachdain chlàrachaidh a’ tòiseachadh air 27 Faoilleach 2014.

Ma tha sibh airson ’s gun tèid an leanabh agaibh gu sgoil eile seach a’ bhun-sgoil ion-
adail, feumaidh sibh an clàrachadh aig a’ bhun-sgoil ionadail an toiseach, agus iarrtas a 

Chan eil feum air iarrtas airson àite-sgoile airson Foghlam tro Mheadhan na Gàidh-
lig no dhaibhsan a tha airidh air roghainn airson sgoil buidhne.
Cuin a chlàras sibh an leanabh agaibh? Càite Dè bheir sibh leibh?
3.00f  27 Faoilleach – 31 Faoilleach 2013 A’ Bhun-sgoil Ionadail Teisteanas breith an leanaibh

SCHOOL ENROLMENT
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FOOTBALL

TEN PIN BOWLING

 Team          Pts
 Goon Squad         36
 Lochaber Leisure         30
 AFC Distillery              24
 Caol United         28
 Portowcy         27
 Caol Cosmos         26
 The Janis B Team         19
 Ballachulish         17
 With Ourselves          9
 Kentallen          8
 HWE Energy          6

Goon Squad stay 
top of the league

INDOOR FOOTBALL

Alleycats remain 
top dogsMartin scores wonder goal but 

misses out against The Broch

Fort William GC 
winter league

FORT WILLIAM central 
defender Andy Martin scored 
a wonder goal against Buckie 
Thistle last weekend - but now 
must sit out Saturday’s game at 
Fraserburgh through suspen-
sion.

Martin picked up a yellow card 
in the pulsating 3-3 draw but it 
was the booking the week before 
against Nairn that took him over 
the points limit.

If the ban is a source of frustra-
tion for Martin, it is even more so 
for Fort manager Danny Conlon, 
who has watched the talented 
centre half battle back from seri-
ous injury in recent months.

Conlon told The Oban Times: 
‘It is a pity because in the last 
two or three games I felt Andy 
has been coming back to his 
best.

Big miss
‘He was my man of the match 

on Saturday and will be a big 
miss for us. I have just spoken to 
him and he is really done about 
it. He is captain of the side and 
he always leads by example.’

camp after the Buckie result 
- but Conlon is under no illu-
sions about the threat from The 
Broch.

Lochaber RFC president Ali MacKinnon, left, thanks Charlie 
Donaldson for the cross-fit trainer as young player Callum 

MacDonald gets first go at trying out the new kit. f04rugby1no  

LOCHABER athletes competed 
for the North team at the recent 
Scottish inter district cross 
country match at Holyrood Park 
in Edinburgh. 

The larger West and East 
districts dominated but 
Lochaber athletes ran well for 
the North.

Ben Johnstone was sixth 
North runner home in the 
under-13 boys’ race for the 
3km course in a time of 12mins 
35secs and Rebecca Johnstone 
came in fourth for the North in 
the under-13 girls in 13.21. 

The under-20 men were in a 

and lined up against the senior 
men, who included several 
international runners, and also 
Robbie Simpson, who recently 
won the Aonach Mor race. 

the under 20 age group and 
Joseph Tangney sixth. In the 
team event Craig just missed 
out on a third place team medal 
as he was seventh North runner 
home. Only the top six runners 
count towards the team’s points 
total.

It was a great experience for 
the youngsters at a Scotland 

setting of Holyrood Park and 
with a large responsive crowd 
cheering them on.

KINLOCHSHIEL Shinty Club 
have lined up three friendlies 
ahead of the season getting 
underway on March 1 - Fort 
William away on February 
1, ‘Shiel over-25s v Shiel 
under-25s on February 15 and 
Oban Camanachd away on 
February 22.

Lochaber 12
Ross Sutherland 21

LOCHABER missed out on 
the chance to reduce the gap on 
third place with a narrow defeat 
at home to Ross Sutherland.

weeks, Lochaber could have 
been forgiven for rustiness in the 
opening quarter. 

However, they raced into a 12-

Turnbull and Conor Taylor. 

FORT WILLIAM Golf Club 
held the latest rounds of its 
winter league competition over 
Saturday and Sunday.

Returns: Saturday - 1 Keith Sangster 
19pts; 2 Willie Duncan 18 pts (best last 
three holes); 3 Rusty Duncan 18pts.

Sunday - 1 Neil Young 22 pts; 2 Paul 
Brian 19 pts; 3 Stevie Jamieson 17 pts.

Overall (best eight scores count): 1 
Neil Feggans 161 pts; 2 Rusty Duncan 
159 pts; 3= Sinclair Gunn and Eric 
Wallace 158 pts.

ALLEYCATS remain the 
leaders in the scratch division 
with 59 points after week 13 of 
the Lochaber Building Supplies 
10-pin bowling competition at 
the Nevis Centre.

Council stay in second place 
on 49 points with Bandits in 
third place also on 49 points. 

In the handicap division 
Bandits stay at the top with 
52.5 points. Council move into 
second place with 44 points 
after beating Ardtoe/Nevis 
radio 5-0. Alleycats drop to 
third on 43 points after going 
down 3-2 to Rock and Bowl. 

Top individual scratch games 
this week came from Pam 
Weller (Alleycats) with 195 and 
Sean MacPherson (Rock and 
Bowl) with a 177. 

Sean MacPherson had the top 
handicap game of 228, Pam 
Weller had the top two-game 
scratch series of 334 and David 
Ogg (Ardtoe/Nevis Radio) had 
the top two-game handicap 
series of 405.

Alleycats had this week’s 
top scratch team game of 617. 
Alleycats and Rock and Bowl 
both had the same top handicap 
team game of 784. 

Alleycats had the week’s top 
scratch two-game series of 1132 
whilst British Legion Scotland 
had the top two-game handicap 
team series of 1525.

WEST HIGHLAND Wheelers 
moved to Invergarry on Sunday 
for the latest race in their winter 
league series.

meant each rider could do as 
many or as few laps as they 
preferred. 

completed three full laps with 
James Shirley powering through 
as the clear winner. 

Stephen Dent came in second 

third. Brych Hensman-Martin 
was fourth - a really good 
performance and his best result 
yet. 

switching sports and following 
a couple of runners down a 
wrong path. 

lady home. 
Thanks to Andrew and 

Colleen for helping out with 
marking the course and to

Donald and Grant for 
marshalling. Next round is at 
Kinlochleven on February 9.

Results:  1 James Shirley 3 laps 82:10; 2 
Stephen Dent 3 laps 88:56; 3 John Shirley 3 
laps 93:35; 4 Brych Hensman-Martin 2 laps 

Meldrum 2 laps 72:52; 7 Roddy Wells 2 laps 
73:20; 8 Peter Martin 2 laps 78:41; 9 Brian 
Barbour 2 laps 79:17; 10 Gordon Watson 2 
laps 84:20; 11 Kim Cameron 2 laps 86:52; 12 

1.5 laps 77:32.

LOCHABER Leisure jumped 
up to second spot in the Ali 
Young indoor football league at 
the Nevis Centre with a 7-2 win 
over Kentallen on Sunday night.

AFC Distillery maintained 
third place courtesy of a 5-1 vic-
tory against HWEnergy while 
Caol Utd leapfrogged Portocwy 
to go fourth after winning a 
nine-goal thriller 5-4.

Caol Cosmos kept within 
touching distance of the chasing 
pack after edging out With 
ourselves 6-5 while mid-table 
rivals The Janis B Team and 
Ballachulish shared the points 
in a 4-4 draw. 

Leaders Good Squad earned 
a 3-0 walkover win to stay six 
points clear at the top.

Andrew Low takes a tumble under a challenge from James MacKay as Iain Foggo looks on - but ref Grahan Fraser waved away Buckie’s 
penalty claims. 20_f04footie01

He said: ‘They are the only 
team to have taken points off 
Brora this season and they are 
on a great run, both home and 
away.

‘But we have been playing 
some good football and I think 
the result and performance 
against Buckie has done a lot for 

‘The Buckie players said after 
the game they felt they had stolen 
a point. Three points would have 
been brilliant because we had a 
good crowd but it shows we can 
play at this level.’

Through ball
Fort started well and a great 

through ball by James MacKay 
found Duncan Campbell but he 

The Buckie keeper had to be at 
his best to tip a MacLellan effort 
round the post then MacLellan’s 
corner was hacked off the line.

On 33 mins an Andy Low 
effort for Buckie was cleared 
off the Fort line by Willie Gem-
mell before a Duncan Campbell 
header drifted just past at the 
other end.

Fort went 1-0 up on 49 minutes 
after Keith Millar was brought 
down in the box by Hegarty and 

home the spot kick.

An Andy Low header from a 
great cross by Aaron Conway 
drew Buckie level before Robbie 
Donaldson in the home goal did 
brilliantly to turn away Low’s 
goal bound effort.

Fort retook the lead on 71 

minutes in spectacular fashion 
when Andy Martin picked up the 
ball on halfway, took a couple of 

40 yards into the top right hand 
corner.

But within 60 seconds the 

visitors levelled once again 
when Ian MacRae converted a 
Conway corner.

Superb
Low’s superb free kick from 20 

yards looked to have broken Fort 
hearts but the home side threw 

everything at the visitors.
And in the second minute of 

stoppage time they got their 
reward when Andy Martin got 
his head to a Willie Gemmell 
long throw-in to claim  a well 
deserved point.

Stoppage time goal earns 
Fort William a point

Connor Taylor goes on another rampage through the Ross 
Sutherland defence. 20_f04rugby01

Bitter pill to swallow as local side lose
SPORTSAFE service manager 
for Scotland Charlie Donaldson 
presented Lochaber Rugby 

club training session last week 
- the fourth piece of equipment 
Sportsafe UK Ltd has donated to 
the club. 

The company also sponsors the 
inter-school tag rugby competi-
tion which is hosted by the club 
every May. 

Club president Ali MacKin-

non thanked Charlie, who is 
the club’s under-16 coach, and 
his bosses Jon Neill and Phil 
Wallace for their generosity and 
continued support.

He said: ‘The players are look-
ing forward to putting this to 

training nights which are held on 
Tuesday nights at Banavie.’

RUGBY

Winger Joseph Tangney evades the tackle to gain yards for 
Lochaber. 20_f04rugby02

RUGBY

Indiscipline began to kick in, 
with numerous infringements 
around the ruck and scrum. This 
led to Taylor being shown a yel-
low card for failing to release the 
ball when tackled. 

The momentum was now with 
the away side, who probed the 
Lochaber line. The defence held 
strong, and it wasn’t until the 

crossed the whitewash.
The home side began the 

second half strongly, camped 
inside the Sutherland 22 for a 
long period. 

However, despite the away 
side being reduced to 14 men for 
consistent indiscipline, Loch-
aber failed to take advantage and 
Ross Sutherland raced down the 
other end to take the lead. 

From then on, they held strong, 
and three successive penalties 
took the game beyond Loch-
aber.

The result was a bitter one to 
take, especially considering the 
lead that was built up early on. 
This week, Lochaber face the 
unbeaten league leaders High-
land away.

Cross-fit trainer presented 
to Lochaber Rugby Club

GOLF

CYCLING

Wheelers race at 
Invergarry

ATHLETICS

Lochaber athletes 
run well at inter 
district event 

CYCLING
Three friendlies

Weather
Thursday Heavy rain showers
 Winds moderate west north westerly
 Temperatures 3°C to 6ºC

Friday Heavy rain
 Winds strong south south easterly
 Temperatures 6ºC to 8ºC.

Weekend Light rain
Outlook Winds strong west south westerly
 Temperatures 6ºC to 9ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, January 23, 2014
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm
Thur  03.38   1.5 09.31 3.5 16.04       1.8       22.03      3.2
Fri  04.29 1.6 10.21 3.3 17.10       1.9       23.02      3.1     
Sat  05.36 1.7 11.31 3.2 18.34       1.9         **.**        *.*
Sun  00.33 3.0 06.54 1.7 13.24       3.1       19.54      1.7
Mon  02.31 3.2 08.15 1.5 15.01 3.3         21.06     1.5
Tues       03.37       3.5 09.30 1.3 16.00 3.5 22.06      1.1
Wed  04.27   3.8 10.33 1.0 16.47 3.8 22.58       0.8
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)
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