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POLICE are asking residents 
on the Isle of Mull to be 
vigilant after the recent theft 
of a total of 1,200 litres 
of heating oil, valued at 
more than £600, from two 
households in the Bunessan 
area.

Information about the thefts 

to constable Ian Young at 
Bunessan Police Station on 
01688 302016.

Police issue 
warning after 
Mull oil thefts

Tobermory 
cut off

LUING islanders have been 
given the clearest indication 
yet that Argyll and Bute 

between Seil and Luing 
– after a wait of 11 years.

Plans for a causeway over 
the Cuan Sound, spanning 
the shortest distance over 
the water, became a ‘distinct 
possibility’ this week as the 
council ordered a detailed 
survey of the sea bed between 
two electricity pylons.
 The Cuan causeway project 
will save money for the cash-
strapped council, claims a 
Luing action group. 

But environmental group 
Marine Concern claims the 
causeway has the potential 
to kill off the unique 
environment in the sound.

A statement from the 
council said: ‘It appears 
that the depth of the water 
through Cuan Sound may 

was previously believed to 
be the case. If this is so, it 
would clearly have major 
cost implications for any 

‘We have therefore agreed 
to commission a detailed 
hydrographic survey of this 
stretch of water, to get an 
accurate measurement of its 
depth.

‘Once that has been 
completed the council, 
which has always supported 

look at how best to take this 
matter forward.’

Barry Wilson, spokesman 

Group, (FLAG), said this 
was the good news the 
group had been waiting for 

is the only way to secure 
this island as a thriving 
community.’

Growing ferry costs
He continued: ‘The present 

ferry service seriously limits 
the social and economic life 
of Luing.  It is decreasing in 
reliability, the timetable has 
been consistently reduced 
after 6 pm and it has an 
ever-growing cost.

will at a stroke improve 
the social, medical and 
economic prospects for the 
island community.

‘At the moment Argyll 
and Bute Council is facing 
replacing the vehicle ferry at 
a huge cost and the slipways 
are due to be replaced, at 
a council estimate of £3.5 
million, but it is more likely 
to be double that cost. 

foot this bill when a 
causeway would be by far 
the cheapest option?

‘If the amateur survey 
undertaken by FLAG 
proves to be correct, a solid 
causeway over the sound 
is cheaper than the capital 
costs of replacing the ferry, 
slipways and the estimated 
£500,000 annual running 
costs of the ferry. 

‘No community which has 

for it to be removed.’
However, Mark Carter 

of Hebridean Partnership 
and Marine Concern said: 
‘This area is known for its 
bio-diversity and wildlife 
such as dolphins, basking 
sharks and unique animals 
that thrive in high energy 
environments.

‘If this causeway were to 
be built it would change the 
natural state of Cuan Sound. 
The sound runs at eight 
knots therefore the marine 
life is unique in that it has 

would change or even kill 
some of the local marine 
animals and habitat. 

‘These changes may be 
localised but they need 
to be taken into account.
  ‘In North Wales a causeway 

that water could continue to 

the high volume of water 
to an area that effectively 
became cut-off. I would 
hope that something similar 
could be considered in Cuan 
Sound.’

Fixed Link Action Group spokesman Barry Wilson at the proposed site for a causeway between Seil and Luing. 

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

LOUISE LEE
llee@obantimes.co.uk

Luing fixed 
link now 
looks likely
Environmental group voices caution 
over Cuan Sound causeway proposals

A KINTYRE wind turbine 
tower manufacturer is to 

take advantage of the growing 
market in off-shore windfarms.

The newly renamed Skykon 
Campbeltown, formerly 
Welcon Towers, says that the 

plant employing around 300 
people by 2012.

Already the company is taking 
on new employees, with 25 new 
staff employed at the end of last 
year bringing the total to 115.

Danish company Skykon 
bought over the former Vestas 
factory at Machrihanish 
in March last year and in 
November won the contract to 
supply towers for all 152 wind 
turbines for the £500 million 
Clyde Wind Farm.

Now Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise and Skykon have 
concluded lease agreements 

factory, which can handle 
towers up to 75 tonnes in weight 
and 4.5 metres in diameter.

include a bigger fabrication 
hall and surface treatment area, 
which will be able to handle 
towers of up to 140 metres in 
length, 6.5 metres in diameter 
and 140 tonnes in weight.

buildings to build small to 
medium towers,’ said David 
Canning, managing director of 
Skykon Campbeltown.

‘The new fabrication hall will 

be used to build medium to large 
towers and all surface treatment 
will be in the new area.’

This means the Campbeltown 
plant will be able to produce 
off-shore turbine towers and 
Skykon will be well-placed 
to compete for the off-shore 
market, including three major 

– off Tiree, Islay and Kintyre 
– and Crown Estate’s recently 
announcement of nine licences 
for offshore wind farms around 
the UK, including the Firth of 
Forth and Moray Firth.

Mr Canning said those 
being employed were largely 
unskilled but the company 
was undertaking a substantial 

‘Our aim is to employ from 

the local area and in the last 
wave we managed around 95 
per cent. 

‘People from the local area 

he added.
Skykon is investing more than 

development at Machrihanish, 
with HIE spending £5m on land 
remediation and site preparation 
work.

HIE area manager for Argyll 
and the Islands Douglas Cowan 

to larger turbine towers being 
manufactured here in Argyll 
ready to supply markets across 
the UK and Europe.’

Already up to 85 per cent 
of all towers constructed at 
Machrihanish are shipped out 
by sea.

Kintyre wind tower factory to expand
REPORT by 

MARIAN MILLER
mmiller@obantimes.co.uk

NEARLY 3,000 pensioners 
in Argyll and Bute are not 
receiving pension credit 
and, as a result, cold weather 
payments.

Alan Reid, Argyll and 
Bute MP, called on the 
Government to make every 
effort to identify those 
pensioners who are missing 

they are entitled.
He said:  ‘The Labour 

Government has failed 
pensioners by creating a 
complicated system that 

to get help, such as pension 
credit and cold weather 
payments, which they 
desperately need.

‘It is a scandal that 
pensioners on the breadline 
are missing out on these 
payments.  Fuel prices are 
at an all time high, making 
cold weather payments 

all the more important to 
people already struggling 
on a poverty pension.’

indicate dthat about a third 
of all pensioners who were 
entitled to pension credit 
did not receive it. 

Soaring fuel bills
He calculated that in the 

Argyll and Bute area that 
amounted to almost 3,000 
pensioners.

Pension credit is a means 

provides some pensioners 
with additional money 
for things such as heating 
costs.

Energyhelpline revealed 
last week that the average 
household dual fuel bill 
for the month of January is 
estimated to be £226 – an 
increase of £70 for the same 
period last year.

Jim Mather, Argyll and 

Bute MSP, last week 

pensioners such as the 
winter fuel payment and 
cold weather payments did 
not go far enough to address 
the problem of fuel poverty.  
‘Gas and electricity charges 
have soared over recent 
years but the government’s 
emergency cold weather 
and winter fuel payments 
have not kept pace with 
those increases,’ he said.

A spokesperson for the 
Department of Work and 
Pensions disputed that the 
pension credit application 
process was complicated:  
‘We want pensioners to 
receive all the help they are 
entitled to, which is why we 

process for pension credit.’
It takes one call to 0800 99 

1234 to claim pension credit 

forms in over the phone.

3,000 Argyll pensioners miss out

Mary’s Meals 
takes aid to 
Caribbean Haiti
DALMALLY-based charity 
Mary’s Meals is helping 
thousands of children caught 
up in the aftermath of 
earthquakes in the Caribbean 
island of Haiti.
See Page 14

READERS of The Oban Times will 

winners in this year’s prestigious 
Highlands and Islands Media 
Awards.

Reporter Louise Lee won the 
coveted Jim Love Memorial Trophy, 
awarded to the most outstanding 
reporter during 2009. 

Louise started as a junior reporter 

with the newspaper in August 2008 
after studying journalism at Stirling 
University as a mature student and 
Gordon Fyfe, chairman of the 
judging panel, commented that he 

Editorial director Stewart 
MacKenzie said: ‘We are delighted 
that Louise’s efforts on behalf 
of The Oban Times have been 

recognised with this award as she 
has shown an admirable level of 
endeavour, understanding and 
commitment.

  The trophy will be presented at 
the Highlands and Islands Media 
Awards Press Ball to be held in 
Nairn on Friday, February 5.

Louise is Highlands and Islands Reporter of the Year

TOBERMORY was cut 
off by road for a while on 
Tuesday after two accidents 
blocked all routes to and 
from Mull’s main town.

A 28-tonne crane went off 
the road at Lettermore, north 
of Salen, blocking the main 
route, the A848.  Witnesses 
said that the front nearside 
wheel slipped onto the soft 
verge and the vehicle ‘sank 
like a stone’. 

an alternative route through 
Dervaig, however a second 
heavy goods vehicle went off 
the road at Dervaig blocking 
the diversion. 

Quick thinking staff at 
Tobermory High School made 
alternative arrangements for 

Craignure, Salen, Dervaig 
and Ulva to get home while 

situation on the roads.

Oban businessmen 
say ‘Let there be 
lights’ Page 5

Bid to re-open 
mothballed
Lochaline mine Page 7

Red deer 
slaughtered in 
the snow Page 6

Emergency 
road repairs 
close A85
EMERGENCY repairs 
have been made to the 
A85 at Achnacloich 
Bridge following a rapid 
deterioration in the road 
structure caused by recent 
hard frost.

Transerv Scotland, the 
organisation responsible 
to maintaining the road, 
began repair work at 10pm 
on Tuesday night, which 
resulted in an emergency 

through on at peak times on 
Wednesday morning.

As The Oban Times 
went to press the road 
was still closed but work 
was estimated to be 

(Wednesday).



NEWS Thursday 21 January, 2010 -  www.obantimes.co.uk2
Mull Lines

To sponsor Mull Lines 
please contact Isla at
01631-568000

Beachd Ailein
“Bheil an sneachda seo thall agaibhse?”, arsa aon Sgithea-
nach ri fear eile. “Chan eil, ach tha an aon sèorsa ris!” 
fhreagair am fear eile.

Bha geur-chainnt na dhòigh beatha aig na Gàidheil agus 
bha fìor dheagh chur-seachad oidhche cèilidh ann a bhith 
ag aithris nan sgeulachdan deas-bhriathrach sin a-rithist, 
agus a’ deanamh uaill  à comas labhairt nam feadhna a 
bh’ ann.

Tha an sneachda ud a bh’ againne air falbh co-dhiù agus 
gu dearbh tha a’ chead mhòr aige!  Chan eil dad as mai-
siche na raon brèagha geal le còmhdach ùr shneachda air, 
ach ann an ceann beagan làithean tha an sneachda a’ call a 
ghilid is a’ fàs salach. Aig an aon àm tha sinne cuideachd 
a’ fàs sgìth dheth agus a’ dùraigeadh aiteimh!

’S fhada bhon nach robh uimhir a shneachda againn a 
mhair cho fada, agus leis an  doimhneachd a bh’ ann bha 

mòran air a bhith sna naidheachdan  mun chàirdeas a dh’ 
èirich às an t-suidheachadh seo agus mar a bha nàbaidhean 
a’ cuideachadh a chèile. Gun teagamh tha sin da-rìribh 
math agus tha na daoine sin uile airidh air am moladh, 
ach nach truagh an saoghal a tha sinn air a chruthachadh 
mun cuairt oirnn nuair a dh’ fheumar duilgheadasan sòn-
raichte mar seo airson coibhneas agus càirdeas nàbachd 
a thoirt am follais.

Mar a tha an sean-fhacal ga chur; “Tha ’n càirdeas 
mar a chumar e”, agus tha fhios gum bheil nàbaidhean 
a cheart cho airidh air càirdeas agus coibhneas meadhan 
an t-samhraidh is a tha iad aig àm eile. Ma tha sinn a’ 
sireadh amasan dhuinn fhìn airson na Bliadhn’ Ùire nach 
bu mhath a b’ fhiach càirdeas nàbail ùrachadh agus a gh-
leidheadh. B’ e sin an t-seann dòigh Ghàidhealach agus 
tha an cleachdadh seo am measg nan eisimpleirean fìor 
luachmhor a tha nar dualchas . 
It seems that after a very short time on the ground the 
pristine whiteness of snow fades to a dirty grey or yellow, 
seeming to match the speed with which the novelty wears 
off most of us too as we look for a thaw.

This was a long spell of heavy snow and many stories 
have appeared of good neighbours helping each other 

all who gave such help, I am sure it was greatly appreci-

must have some such crisis to trigger traditional good 
neighbourliness. Surely neighbours are as worthy of such 
friendship and support all year round, and if anyone is 
seeking a New Year resolution then this most Highland of 
customs is well worth adopting.

Friendship is as it’s kept, and is a personal investment 
in society. Like so many other features of our daily life 
we frequently take friendship for granted and only realise 
the value of a true friend when there is a real need of 
support.

Ailean Caimbeul  (Allan Campbell )
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

-
lies of song is to make a rare 
appearance at the Celtic Con-
nections festival in Glasgow 
later this week.

Five members of the Skye 
‘Campbells of Greepe’ will 
gather for the special a cappella 
gig at St Andrew’s in the Square 
on Saturday at 8pm.

Doyenne of Gaelic song Kenna 
Campbell and her brother Seu-
mas will be joined by Kenna’s 

daughters Mary Ann and Wilma 
Kennedy, and by Maggie Mac-
donald, daughter of their sister 
Ann, for a night of songs and 
puirt-à-beul [mouth music]. 

The Campbells hail originally 
from Roag on the Isle of Skye 
and the band draws its name 
from Greepe, the beautiful head-
land croft at the edge of the vil-
lage that was home to Kenna, 
Seumas and their family for over 
50 years. The village has main-

tained its musical ties - Peatbog 
Faeries’ Peter Morrison and mòd 
Medallist Darren MacLean are 
among its residents today.

Mary Ann, a well-known mu-
sician and broadcaster, is based 
in Ardgour where she runs the 
award-winning Watercolour 
Music studios with husband 
Nick Turner.

Maggie Macdonald recently 
featured as soloist in Skye musi-
cian and composer of the year.

Skye Campbells to gather at Celtic Connections

The Campbells of Greepe in action

WESTERN Isles Council - Comhairle nan Eilean Siar - has 
secured almost £5 million of European cash to create jobs and 
better transport links after two sucessful funding bids.

The comhairle will use the £3.7m European Social Fund and 
£1.1 European Regional Development Fund money to help 
vulnerable people into employment under the Outer Hebrides 
Employability Support Programme (£1m), while £500,000 
will go towards improving the A859 in Harris. The comhairle 
has already allocted £1.7m towards the road upgrade.

The comhairle was also successful in securing funding 
of £336,000 for the Small Business Assistance Scheme, 
£155,435 for the Hebridean Archiving Project and £39,050 for 
a Townscape Heritage Initiative Traditional Skills scheme. 

Comhairle leader Councillor Angus Campbell welcomed 
the ‘crucial support’ the cash would provide. 

Western Isles secure    
£5 million of Euro cash

FISHERMEN and environmentalists met in Oban last week 
to form a unique action group to support and sustain the 
natural environment in Argyll.

Lorn Environmental Action Form or LEAF ‘broke new 
ground’ at its inaugural meeting by bringing together indi-
viduals and representatives who had different opinions in the 
understanding of sustainability. With a rush of people wanting 
to become members of the committee, the group looks set 
for a sustainable future of its own.

Newly appointed chairman Richard Wesley said: ‘We need 
to talk about sustainability and that is what is happening 
here.’

The next meeting will be held on February 10 at 7.30pm in 
the Oban Fire Station Mess Room – everyone welcome.

environmentalists together

A SUCCESSFUL network promoting local food across the 
Highlands has been closed down. 

Services were suspended and four staff laid off at the High-
lands and Islands Local Food Network (HILFN) in March 
2009, after it lost Highlands and Islands Enterprise funding 
of £90,000 annually. Last month, a packed annual general 
meeting reluctantly agreed that, having failed to plug their 
funding gap, the organisation would have to fold.

However, regional groups such as the Skye and Lochalsh 
Food Link and Food from Argyll are continuing to offer more 
localised support and promotion.

Fergus Younger of Food for Argyll said that though HILFN 
had some successes, the wide area it covered probably made 
it unviable in the long term.

Local food network closes down

ISLANDERS on Luing 
are celebrating what they 
believe to be the biggest 
grant in its history. 

A proposed Atlantic Islands 
Centre on Luing has been 
awarded £457,220 by the 
Scottish Government. 

The centre would celebrate 
not only the history and cul-
ture of Luing but would be at 
the centre of promoting the 
Atlantic Islands.

The  money was allocated as 
part of a European grant for 
Argyll and Bute totalling 

more than £1.2 million. It 
is understood that a further 
application process has to 
be gone through before the 
money is released.

Councillor Len Scoullar, 
Argyll and Bute’s Islands 
and European affairs spokes-
person, said: ‘These projects 
together cover some of the 
area’s key landmarks, and it 
is very exciting that the ap-

plication has received such 
strong support.’

Alistair Fleming, a director 
of the Isle of Luing Com-
munity Trust, said: ‘This 
is great news for the com-
munity.

Invited
‘We were pleased last Au-

gust to be invited by Ar-
gyll and Bute’s Community 
Planning Partnership to be 
part of their package bid for 
European funding.

‘So we are delighted that 
the package bid, including 

our Atlantic Islands Centre 
project, has been accepted 
in full.

‘For the trust this now 
means a lot more hard work; 

and the extensive paperwork 
associated with European 
funding completed.

‘If we do so, this will 
provide 40 per cent of the 
project funding, represent-
ing a major step forward 
- but we are aware of the 

the rest of the funding.’

REPORT by 
LOUISE LEE

llee@obantimes.co.uk

Luing celebrates almost 
half-million pound grant 
for island cultural centre
‘This is great news for the community.’

Gaelic tales from Beatrix Potter 
are launched in North Uist

BEATRIX Potter’s iconic 
children’s stories will soon 
be heard in Gaelic for the 

Five of the classic Potter 
tales, Peter Rabbit, Jemima 
Puddleduck, Jeremy Fisher, 
Squirrel Nutkin and Benjamin 
Bunny have been recorded by 
a range of Gaelic voices, with 
specially composed music, 
for a forthcoming CD, Peadar 
a bruidhinn Gàidhlig.

North Uist 

North Uist by Dr Will Lamb, 
Gaelic linguist and sound 
engineer, and is expected to 
be released in March.

The idea came from Gonza-
lo Mazzei, whose company 
Grace Note Publications pro-

-
tion of the Potter tales in 
Gaelic two years ago.

seems an unlikely candidate 
for such a venture. Descended 
from Italians from the island 
of Elba, but born in Venezue-
la, he became a biochemist 
and lived in Canada, France, 
the US and Switzerland.

 But on retirement, Mr Maz-
zei came to live in Scot-
land with his partner, Gaelic 
scholar, musician, writer and 
folklorist, Margaret Bennett, 

whom he married in 2006.
 He said: ‘I wanted to do 

something to complement 
Margaret’s folk work and 
support the resources avail-
able for Gaelic, so I started 
Grace Note Publications.’ 

Challenging
The Potter project was not 

without its challenges.
Mr Mazzei said: ‘The sto-

ries are written in slightly 
antiquated English, and we 
wanted to be true to that, 
even if we were criticised for 

children.’ 

With the backing of the 
Gaelic Books Council, he 
commissioned Gaelic schol-
ars James R MacDonald 
to work on Peter Rabbit, 
Jemima Puddleduck, Jeremy 
Fisher and Benjamin Bunny, 
and Niall M Brownlie to do 
Squirrel Nutkin.

Mr Mazzei said: It’s thought 
Beatrix Potter took her in-
spiration for Peter Rabbit 
from her summer holidays in 
Dalguise, Perthshire and that 
the character of Mr McGre-
gor the gardener was derived 
from the real gardener there, 

most likely a Gaelic speaker. 
So it seemed very appropri-
ate.’ 

Mr Mazzei said he wanted 
a rich variety of voices for 
the CD.

It features Dr John Mac-
Innes, author and retired 
professor of Edinburgh Uni-
versity, Plockton singer Màiri 
Sàne Chaimbeul,  Inverness 
student Catriona MacNeil, 
from Glasgow but of Barra 
parentage, and Ann Smart, 
a retired teacher from New-
tonmore.

The music was composed 
by Karen Marshalsay, teacher 
of clarsach and composition 
at Plockton school.

Mr Mazzei said: ‘The Gael-

original English.
‘They are not easy books to 

read out loud, with quite dif-

not to make them simple to 
make them easier and by 
and large our reviewers have 
agreed with us.’

Mr Mazzei plans to press 
1,000 copies of the CD ini-
tially, making them available 
online through Foot Stompin’ 
Celtic Music and the Gaelic 
Book Council, with distri-
bution though Highlander 
Music.

Peter Rabbit, Jemima Puddleduck, Jeremy Fisher, 
Squirrel Nutkin and Benjamin Bunny are translated

NEWFOUNDLAND residents have named January 16 
‘Tobermory Day’ in celebration of the kindness of the ‘good 
folk’ of the island 80 years ago when their forbearers’ boat 
went off course by thousands of miles in bad weather and 
ended up in Tobermory Bay.

The islands were linked again last week when a small 
group gathered at the pier in Tobermory while a cer-
emony was held in Newfoundland in memory of the 
safe arrival of the Neptune II to Tobermory, Scotland,.

At the Newfoundland celebration a message was read from 
Councillor Mary-Jean Devon. 

She said: ‘Out of what could have been a potential dis-
aster had grown great friendship between the two islands.’
  Cheryl Barbour, from Newfoundland, said: ‘On be-
half of my grandfather and all of the passengers and 
crew of the Neptune II, may I extend my most sincere 
thanks to the Scottish people for your wonderful hospi-
tality and love shown to our forefathers 80 years ago.’

THE RETIRING green keeper at Tobermory Golf Club has 
decided to keep on working for two years – just to help out.
John Wilshire retired after 33 years in the post but it seems 
he just doesn’t want to give up. John, left, is pictured be-
ing presented with a wrist watch at the annual prize giving 
dinner. Left to right John Wilshire, club captain Graham 
Davidson,  Eilidh Wilshire and female captain Catherine 
Ann MacCrone. 

MSP ROSEANNA Cunningham visited Mull on Monday 
to see for herself the island’s successful sea eagle pro-
gramme.

Celebrating the 25th anniversary of wild bred sea eagles 
in Scotland and 10 years of the Mull public viewing project 
at Loch Frisa, Ms Cunningham said: ‘It is great news that 
these amazing birds are thriving on Mull. What is also 

through green tourism.’
James Hilder, chief executive of the Mull and Iona Com-

munity Trust said:  ‘Mull Eagle Watch has given a great 
boost to the communities of Mull and Iona, as it allows 

the Community Trust to distribute thousands 
of pounds to local youth groups, sports clubs, 

societies as well as contributing to other 
environmental and educational initiatives 
locally.’
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THE COMMUNITY com-
pany behind plans to build a 
short-stay marina in Oban’s 
town centre bay has been 
given until April to revise its 
proposals.

As part of Argyll and 
Bute Council’s £30 mil-
lion CHORD programme to 
regenerate five waterfront 
town centres, Oban Bay 
Marine’s proposal to build 
a short stay marina next to 
George Street at a cost of 
£1.7 million was taken on 
board.

But it has emerged that 
AECOM, consultants taken 
on to look at the feasibility 
of a marina and to develop a 
full business case, believe it 
will cost more in the region 
of £2.6 million.

John MacGregor, Oban 
businessman and chairman 
of Oban Bay Marine, said: 
‘The consultants agree that 
it is the best location for a 
marina; it is necessary for 
Oban; that it would be a mas-
sive step forward for Oban 
and it would be the catalyst 
for the regeneration of the 
town centre.

‘However, it has to be sus-
tainable.

‘We have to look at more 
cost effective ways of con-
structing it; developing more 
income and cutting the run-
ning costs.

‘There is always going to 
be a gap between actual costs 
and the maximum ‘Rolls 
Royce’ costs and that is what 
the consultants have come 

up with,’ he said.
The Oban Project Board of 

Oban Bay Marine have been 
working closely to ensure 
the project, which has the 
financial backing from a 
number of businesses in the 
town and the council, will 
go ahead.

what we are doing. 
‘We are all working very 

hard to pull it together,’ said 
Mr MacGregor, adding that 
the community company 
hoped to have a meeting 
soon with representatives 
from the Scottish govern-
ment, Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise, Crown Estates 
and the local authority.

But he acknowledged that 

there was unlikely to be any-
thing started on site until late 
autumn – and only if all the 
funding was in place.

Last Tuesday, the CHORD 
management board agreed 
to give the community com-
pany 12 weeks to prepare a 
revised proposal based on 

A spokeswoman for the 
council said: ‘Oban Bay 

of the study and recognised 
its comprehensive, objective 
and rigorous nature.

‘The council has now 
agreed with Oban Bay Ma-
rine that, should the compa-
ny wish to revise its project 
proposal in the light of the 
full business case, that the 
revised proposal should be 

developed and submitted for 
assessment by Friday, April 
2 2010.

‘Argyll and Bute Council 
will of course give due con-
sideration to any revised pro-
posal which fully addresses 

-
ings and challenges as iden-
tified in the full business 
case.

‘The proposal must also 
be deliverable within the 
council’s CHORD contribu-
tion of £900,000 for a transit 
marina.

‘Once submitted and as-
sessed, any revised proposal 
will go to the Oban CHORD 
Project Board and then the 
CHORD programme man-
agement board for deci-
sion.’

Town centre marina proposals to be 
revised following consultants’report

‘They have 

in what we 

chairman
Oban Bay 
Marine

REPORT by 
MARIAN MILLER 
mmiller@obantimes.co.uk

FOUR mute swans had to be 
rescued from Oban Bay last 
week after their feathers be-
came coated in engine oil.

Although the source of 
the oil was not found, it is 
believed that up to eight 
birds were affected after oil 
was either accidentally spilt 
or dumped into Oban Bay, 
where the birds seek refuge 
in the winter.

Photographer Cameron 
Harris, whose studio 
overlooks the bay and who 
feeds the swans along with 
another local man, spotted 
the oil-covered birds around 
1pm on Thursday.

As a former Royal Society 
for the Protection of 
Animals (RSPCA) inspector 
in Hartlepool, Cameron 
knew that the birds were in 
danger from their oil-soaked 
feathers and rescued four 
of the worst affected swans 
from the bay.

‘It is easy enough to catch 
them if you know what you 
are doing but I wouldn’t 
recommend just anyone 
doing this.

‘It is people being careless; 
okay it could have been an 
accident but at the end of the 
day it is still someone being 
careless,’ he said.

After catching the four 
swans, he ‘bagged’ them to 
keep them secure and calm 
using two backdrop-lighting 
bags and a couple of jackets 
and took them upstairs to 
his studio, where he called 
area Scottish Society for the 

Swans rescued 
after Oban Bay 
pollution threat

Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 

for the SSPCA centre at Middlebank 
in Fife to take them the following 
day. Meantime the Scottish Sealife 
Sanctuary at Barcaldine agreed to 
house the birds overnight.

John, who inspected the swans on 
Friday, said four other birds in the 
bay had a small amount of oil on 
them but had already cleaned most 
off themselves.

‘The oil can take the 
waterproofness out of the feathers 
and once that happens the water 
can penetrate to the down feathers 
underneath and then to the skin 
causing hypothermia. Eventually 

they become waterlogged.’
He said that cleaning the birds by 

hand also caused a certain amount 
of stress to them but, if badly 
coated, their own preening could 
lead to ingestion of oil, causing 
damage to the stomach and gut.

‘Clearly what we want is for 
people to be vigilant when they 
do have to dispose of oil and the 
council has recycling places for 
oil.’

The centre said on Monday the 
swans, which will be returned to 
Oban Bay, were making a good 
recovery after being washed in a 
specialist cleaning facility.

Cameron Harris with the four swans he rescued from Oban Bay. 
07_t04swan01

Two of the four oil-coated swans ready to go to the Scottish Sealife Sanc-
tuary in Barcaldine. 07_t04swan03

FURTHER investigations are 
required before the best route for 
widening the A82 at the 30-year-

Pulpit Rock can be chosen.
Transport Scotland says it is 

still in the process of assessing 
the best design option, whether 
that means building out on to the 
loch or taking a route through 
the hillside.

It is also working on 
the environmental impact 
assessment, necessary as the 

area is within the Loch Lomond 
and Trossachs National Park, 
which is due to be completed by 
the summer.

Once this is in place, everything, 
including the environmental 

Orders, will go out to formal 
consultation both for statutory 
bodies and members of the 
public to comment on.

‘The improvement scheme 
will involve a new 0.35 
kilometre-long, single two-

lane carriageway to remove the 

place,’ said a Transport Scotland 
spokeswoman.

ground works were to take place 
in the near future. The new piece 
of road south of Ardlui is part 
of the £16 million A82 Tarbet 
to Fort William Route Action 
Plan announced by the Scottish 
government in 2006, which 
includes road improvements and 
a by-pass at Crianlarich.

AN OBAN chip shop owner 
has admitted threatening to 
kill his wife during an argu-
ment.

John Stewart, aged 42, 
whose address was given 
in court as 44 Harbourside, 
Kip Village, Inverkip, pled 
guilty at Oban Sheriff Court 
on Monday to threatening to 
kill his wife and to seizing 
her by the body and pushing 
her against a door frame 

Street Fish and Chip Shop.
The court heard how the 

argument had come in the 
midst of a breakdown in the 
marriage.

Oban chip 
shop owner 

argument

MP speaks 
out against 
‘no papers’ 
plan
ARGYLL and Bute MP Alan 
Reid is demanding that the 
public be kept in the loop 
regarding information from 
local authorities.

Proposed changes in the 
law mean that local councils 
will no longer need to 
publish public notices such 
as planning applications, 
licensing restrictions or 
changes to parking charges, 
etc. in local newspapers.

Responding to the 
announcement, Alan Reid 
MP said: ‘Local papers are at 
the heart of the community in 
Argyll and Bute and are vital 
for communicating with the 
public.

‘If a public notice is only 
published on-line, it is 
unlikely that many people 
will stumble upon it.

‘Councils will be able to 
slip through controversial 
issues like planning 
applications and parking 
charges unnoticed if the SNP 
gets its way.

‘I urge everyone to object 
to this proposal before the 
consultation period ends on 
12 February.’

TWO men were reported as 
adrift in two separate boats 
from the North Pier, Oban, 
in the early hours of Saturday 
morning.

When Oban police attended, 
they found two men safe and 
well but a third man was 
drifting in strong winds and 
heavy rain in a RIB, with 
no working engine, towards 
Maiden Island.

Oban coastguard was 
called out and Oban lifeboat 
launched as well as assistance 
sought from two boats from 
the Isle of Kerrera and 

The coastguard helicopter 
was requested but was not 
needed after the drifting boat 
was found, after an hour and 
a half of searching, three 
miles from Maiden island, 
quarter of a mile south of 
Creag Island at 3.15 am.

It is understood that the 
man had gone to the boat to 
make it more secure during 
the heavy weather, it then 
drifted off and the engine 
failed.

The RIB and its occupant 
were taken back to Oban.

Adrift boatman 
rescued off 
Kerrera

AN OBAN man has been 
found guilty at Oban Sheriff 
Court of assaulting a police 

Paul Carmichael, aged 21, 
of 7 Glencruitten Drive, 
Oban, had denied committing 
a breach of the peace, 
assaulting PC Joel Edwards 
and violently resisting arrest 
on May 10 last year.

His co-accused, Alan 
Millar, aged 22, of 3 Coe 
Gardens, Oban, pled guilty 
to preventing Carmichael  
from being arrested and was 

The court heard PC 
Edwards had taken hold 
of Carmichael’s arm to tell 
him to refrain from shouting 
when Carmichael punched 

theface, then he headbutted 
him, which connected with 
the brow of his hat, knocking 
it off.

PC Ian Young came to 
assist but struck Carmichael 
with his baton on the back 
of the head when aiming for 
the shoulder. PC Edwards 
and Carmichael fell to the 
ground after stepping off a 
kerb and Carmichael, who 
was on his back, repeatedly 
headbutted the constable.

Giving evidence, 
Carmichael gave a different 
version of events, claiming 
PC Edwards had grabbed 
him from behind without 
warning. He admitted he 
swore but said he grabbed 
PC Edwards to stop him 
making an arrest as he felt 
he had done nothing wrong. 
He denied trying to headbutt 
PC Edwards when he was on 
the ground and said he was 
just trying to get free from 

Defence witnesses backed 
Carmichael, with one of his 
friends making a complaint 
against the police following 
the incident, claiming his 
friend was assaulted by 
police.

Finding him guilty 
Sheriff Thomas Ward told 
Carmichael: ‘I don’t believe 
you or your witnesses.’

Sentence was deferred until 
March 8 for reports.

Oban man 
found guilty 
of assaulting 
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An impression of what the extension, right, to the present Argyll College building, centre left, will look like with the existing SAMS building in the background, left.

‘We hope to attract up 
to 800 people to our 
courses by the middle   
of the decade.’

Work underway on new 
£6m SAMS expansion

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
-

-
-

Right - Andrew Dunlop, 
right, was joined by fellow 
music student Colin Stokes 

when he returned to his 
former primary school in 

Connel. 07_t04and01

Connel musician returns to school roots
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Anyone can feel down or depressed from time 
to time. You are not alone and talking about how 

Don’t let problems get out of hand – support is 
available.

and website for people in Scotland who are feeling 
low or depressed. The service is open 24 hours at 
weekends (6pm Friday – 6am Monday) and 6pm 
– 2am on weekdays (Monday –Thursday).

Our trained specialist advisers can listen to your 

worries, offer advice and give you details of sup-
port groups or organisations in your area that 
may be able to help.  We are here to provide a 

If you’re struggling to cope, pick up the phone 
and give Breathing Space a call.

The free phone number won’t show up in tel-
ephone bills. Mobile phone users should check 
with their network as they may be charged for 
the call. Callers from Virgin, Orange or 3 net-
works will not be charged.

Sometimes it’s not easy to talk about our 
problems or emotions. Maybe it seems 
easier to bottle things up. That’s why we 
have Breathing Space. They try to make it 
easier for us to say what we’re going through. 
Call in strict confidence on 0800 83 85 87.

Ferguson hair and beauty is an ever-growing 
business bursting with the most advanced hair 
and beauty treatments.  For the last ten years 
it has been resound for its high standards of 
service.

We offer a full range of the latest products: 
Wella, Sp and Sebastian, providing a personal-
ised custom made conditioning treatment with 
instant results.

We also have a wide range of skin care products 

available ranging from MD formulations created 
by doctors in Harley Street to a Full range of 
natural I.D Bare minerals makeup.

Newly introduced Arbonne Skin care offering 
the right product from Baby to Anti Ageing and 
everything in between.

At our salon we expect nothing but the best, 
that’s why we work hard every year in receiv-
ing training entering competitions and winning 
awards.

New year
-Set goals that are 

-Resolutions should 
be fun so don’t take 
them too seriously
-Working out with 
friends will keep you 
motivated and help 
you have fun
-Schedule in a day 
off per week. This 
will give you some-
thing to look forward 
to.

Every year millions 
of us decides to 
make the same 
New Year’s resolu-
tion: to lose weight 

However only six 
per cent of people 
actually keep their 
resolution, with most 
giving up a few 
weeks into their new 
regime.
Be one of those six 

per cent and get a 
new you with a new 
attitude that you can 
be proud of this time 
next year.

Committing to an 
exercise routine 

whether this is going 
-

structor to get a set 
plan at the gym or 
whether it’s a com-

mitment to walking 
more each day.

This may seem 
obvious, but dedica-
tion to exercise is 
the best thing you 
can do to keep your 
resolution.  Attitude 
goes a long way, so 
enjoy yourself.

Always consult 
your doctor before 

deciding to make 
changes to life-
style whether it is 
exercise or in your 
diet.

There are many 
exercise classes 
available if you 
aren’t keen on the 
gym, which can 
help you have fun 
whilst you work out 
and will do wonders 

for your body and 
mind.

To help reduce your 
calorie intake and 
result in weight loss 
make a food journal 
and track what you 
are eating, aiming 

portions of fruit or 
vegetables a day 
and eight glasses of 
water.

TOP TIPS TO GETTING

breathing space

ferguson hair and beauty

Atlantis Gym
There has never been a more 

enjoyable way to keep in shape. 
Whether you want to improve your 

general fitness, tone up, build strength 
and stamina or just simply workout your 
stress, Atlantis Gym is the place to train.

We offer Technogym equipment 
including 2 power plates. 
Our fully trained instructors will 
provide advice and motivation 
during your training sessions.

Please call 566800 to book a 
free session and tour of facilities.

FITNESS CLASSES

•  Body Attack 
•  Body Balance
•  Body Tone 
•  Body Conditioning
•  Body Pump 
•  Circuit Training 
•  Aqua Aerobics

www.atlantisleisure.co.uk or
contact reception for details. 01631 566800

Come and try out our 6 
week unique fitness and 
weight loss programme. 
We guarantee results or 

your money back.
On average our female 

customers have lost 9.5 cms 
and feel fantastic after their 

first 6 weeks of training. 

There are great 
membership options 

available. We look forward 
to seeing you in one of our 

classes, in the gym or joining 
the lane swimming sessions.
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BE CAREFUL on the Esplanade 
at night because quality of  light 
tests by two businessmen have 
proved that visibility is zero on 
some stretches, they claim.

Using equipment, hired from 
an electrician in town, the men 
– Calum MacLeod and John 
MacGregor - were horrified 

the promenade in Oban fall far 
below recommended levels at 
night time. In some cases the 
light was so poor the instru-
ments could barely be read.

Mr MacGregor, of Ganavan 
Sands Developments, said: ‘We 
were using a lux light sensor 
system, a standard laid down in 
law. The average lighting for a 
public street, as I understand it, 
should be an average of a lux 
power of 20. But as we took 10 
readings along George Street 
round to Station Square we dis-
covered that the highest reading 
was nine, at the only remaining 
working light on the promenade, 
and the lowest was zero. 

‘The average reading was four 

national average. 
‘In some cases we couldn’t 

even read the instruments be-
cause the lighting was so poor.’

Oban resident Christine Mc-
Bryde said that she has had 
concerns over the standard of 
lighting in the Argyll Square 
area for some time. 

crossing the road, particularly 
on the George Street side of Ar-
gyll Square,’ she said. ‘There is 
a dark area at this busy junction 
which makes it dangerous for 
pedestrians and drivers alike.’

Calum MacLeod of Oban’s 
Piazza Restaurant highlighted 
the lack of lighting on the town’s 
promenade.  ‘The lights are all 
out, bar one, and have been for 
over a year,’ he said.

‘It doesn’t matter in the sum-
mer months but in the winter, 
aside from the safety issues to 
tourists, it must look like Oban 
has shut up shop. 

-
quire as to their maintenance 
one department always blames 
another.

‘Our elected representative 
should get it sorted out.’

A spokeswoman for Argyll 
and Bute Council said: ‘These 
lights are an important feature of 
the town centre, and Argyll and 
Bute Council is currently assess-
ing the cost of bringing them up 
to the required standard.’ 

A spokesman for Scotland 
Transerv, responsible for trunk 
road street lights,  said: ‘We are 
aware of the issues around the 
performance of the street lights 
on the esplanade and other areas 
of the A85 trunk road in Oban. 

‘A major structural mainte-
nance scheme is planned to start 
in September 2010 for the trunk 
road throughout Oban. As part 
of this scheme a design is now in 
place for all the trunk road street 
lights to be refurbished and 
operate to the highest standard. 
Combining these works will mi-
nimise disruption to businesses 
and residents in Oban.’

Mr MacGregor: ‘The council 
is always on about health and 
safety when it suits but these 
lights are a major health and 
safety issue because there is not 

that side of the street.
‘It is no use waiting until 

September; it has to be sorted 
out now.’

Oban businessman Calum MacLeod says the faulty lamps in George Street 
give visitors a bad impression of an otherwise picturesque town. 07_t03light01

Let there 
be light
Local businessmen claim Oban is hiding in the shadows

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

LOUISE LEE

OBAN’S lifeboat, Mora Ed-
ith MacDonald, was called 
out a total of 51 times last 
year, down only a little from 
2008’s 55.

There was just one call out 

– a medical evacuation on 
December 16.

-
tivities the station’s coxswain 
Ronnie MacKillop said it was 
an unusually quiet summer 
but that changed in Septem-
ber:  ‘We had 11 shouts in the 
month of September alone. ’

The month of August saw a 
baby boy born on the Mora 
Edith MacDonald. The life-
boat was called to assist 
the pregnant woman from 
Craignure, Mull at 4am on 
August 3.  Just as the boat 
approached Oban the wom-
an gave birth. This was the 
fourth child, and the first 
boy, to be born on the vessel 
since 1997.

RNLI Oban crew also came 
to the rescue of two canoe-
ists on Loch Ness in April.  
The two men were involved 

in a charity canoe event on 
the loch when their canoe 
capsized.  One reached the 
shore and raised the alarm.  
Fortunately a relief lifeboat 
bound for Oban was on the 
loch and was on hand to assist 
the Aberdeen coastguard. 

The freezing man was 
quickly found and transferred 
to hospital in Inverness.   Dr 
Colin Wilson, one of the 
Oban crew, described him as 
a very lucky man, estimating 
that he might only have sur-
vived a further 10 minutes.

Oban lifeboat crew look back on eventful year

Oban lifeboat coxswain Ronnie MacKillop

Underage
driver in court
AN UNDERAGE driver who 
stole a car on the Isle of Seil 
has had his sentence deferred 
at Oban Sheriff Court until 
February 22.

Lewis Gilmour, aged 
16, of 23 Balvicar, Seil, 
pled guilty to taking a car 
without consent, driving 
without either a licence or 
insurance and failing to 
provide specimens of breath 
on January 4 or 5.

Sheriff Douglas Small said:  
‘Sentence has been deferred 
on all charges to ascertain the 
cost of damages.’

o

A GROUP of Argyll school pupils have succesfully achieved 
the Silver Duke of Edinburgh Award. 

Erin Colburn, Emma Kersel, Angus Scott, Finn Currie and 
Vernon Davies have all now received the award after 18 
months of work, whilst two others are still in the process.

The individuals attained their award after 12 months vol-
untary service, six months developing a new skill and six 
months developing a physical activity.

The group also had to work together as they planned and 
completed a three expedition canoeing from Fort Augustus 
to Fort Williams via the Caledonian Canal.

The group pictured with their awards

THE EASDALE branch of the Royal British Legion are 
holding a book fair with café in Seil Island Hall on Saturday 
January 23 between 12 noon and 4pm.

Donations of books, CDs, DVDs and baking would be 
gratefully received.

The hall will be open from 9am.  Donations of items before 
the day can be made through Jean Alexander 01852 314242, 
Jim Watson 01852 300307 or Stuart Reid 01852 300 311.

Lorn Lines

A WELL known local photographer helped Oban Photo-
graphic Club kick-start the New Year.

Professional photographer Dennis Hardley joined the club 

most recent work including images taken at –12 degrees 

Images of landscapes, buildings, plates of food and house 
interiors were also on display at the meeting.

Club members described the presentation as interesting 
and informative.

New members to the club are welcome and can attend 
any of the club’s Monday evening meetings in the Regent 
Hotel at 8pm.

Ferguson hair and beauty
Dunollie Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 5PH
Telephone: 01631 563630
Web: www.fergusonhairandbeauty.com
Email: enquiries@fergusonhairandbeauty.com

20% OFF All Hair Treatment 
with this Voucher
Valid from 21 January 2010 – 21 March 2010
Complimentary Specialised High Gloss Conditioning 
Treatment with every appointment.
All treatments must be booked in advance 
by calling us or popping in.

10 top tips for losing fat & looking great!

At This time of year people’s thoughts turn to New 
Year resolutions and wanting to lose the extra 
pounds that we have gained over the winter months! 
Local Energie Fitness club owner Andrew Johnston 
provides our readers with a few tips on fat loss and 
getting into shape in the New Year.
Andrew recommends a combination of exercise and 
sensible eating to help you reach your goals.
‘There are many factors people over look when 
trying to lose fat. Here are my top ten tips to help you 
get moving in the right direction’

you consume.

through exercise rather than starving yourself with 
an extremely low calorie diet. Your body’s response 
to being starved is to slow down your metabolism 
which is the last thing you want when trying to burn 
fat.

good amount.

aim for 5 portions per day.

sugars, not good for fat loss.

protein to maintain and repair muscles. The more 
lean muscle you have the more calories your body 
uses.

minutes per session.

the more muscle you have the more calories you 
burn, even when you are not exercising.

depends on water, including the fat burning process. 
As a rough guide try to drink 8 - 10 cups a day.

term and short-term goals. Set yourself dates for 
milestones and rewards for getting there.

Andrew says, 

‘We are encouraging locals to join our 6 week 
programme, commit to at least 2 sessions a week 
on their own and a further session each week with 
our instructor and we guarantee results or your 
money back. They receive close personal attention 
over the 6 weeks and each week we cover a new 
session on exercise or nutrition, the results are 
amazing’

6 week empower programme* 
RESULTS GUARANTEED or your money 

back* No Contract – No Joining Fee 
PLUS £50 of FREE DAY PASSES 

You’ve got nothing to lose 
except your weight!

Join our 6 week empower programme, 
and get 20% off with this voucher

Voucher valid until Feb 28th, 2010
We are the solution to your resolution

Empower includes: 

• Nutritional guidance
• A personalised exercise and eating programme
• A full educational pack
• Full use of our fantastic facilities
• £50 worth of FREE day passes for your friends
• Continual support, guidance and motivation

Come and meet all our fantastic new staff
Places are limited, so phone today on 01631 565000

17 Lochavullin Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4PL
W: www.energiefitnessclubs.com  E: oban@energiescotland.com 

*Terms and conditions apply

énergie
transformed

our lives!
Transform yours in 2010. 

Whatever your aims énergie
can help you achieve them 

with our results guaranteed 
émpower programme

For further information or to book please contact 

OBAN BAY HOTEL & SPA on 01631 565 735/564 395
www.sonasspas.com

AT OBAN BAY HOTEL & SPA 
Begin the New Year as you mean to go on

by cleansing body and mind with a combination of tailored 
spa treatments and plenty of fresh sea air!

SPECIAL OFFERS IN JANUARY
Purchase any one of the following Decléor treatments 

in January and receive a FREE 30 minute facial!

Detox massage • Contour wrap • Anti-cellulite treatment

OR

Bring this advert along to benefit from 20% off all treatments 
booked Monday to Thursday.

This offer is subject to availability. Terms and Conditions apply.

“Experience happiness, well-being and bliss”

New you!
A NEW YOU IN 2010

This can help you to 
see where you are 
going wrong, and be 
honest, you are the 
only person that will 
be looking at it!

Find a friend who 
has similar weight 
loss goals or similar 

interested and be 
more fun than work-
ing out alone.

You don’t need 
new equipment to 
start exercising, as 
long as you have 
a comfortable pair 
of shoes and loose 
clothing.  You might 
want to invest in a 
new pair of train-
ers or clothes if you 
decide to take up 
the gym on a more 
regular basis or join 
a club. 

You local sports ac-
cessory supplier will 
be able to assist in 
what kind of clothes 
and footwear are 
best for you and 
your exercise.

Deciding to feel 
good about your-
self isn’t just down 
to exercise and 
healthy eating, in-
vesting in a makeo-

ver or buying a new 
wardrobe will do 
wonders to boost 

-
dence.

It is the perfect time 
to buy new clothes 
with the current 
sales and affordable 
prices.

Remember results 
don’t happen over-

night, start slow and 
you will soon start to 
see lasting results.

If you are looking 
for something else 
to bide your time or 
are bored with the 
same routine, taking 
up a new hobby like 
painting or learning 

a language could be 
perfect for you.

-
ible classes that 

available in a variety 
of subjects, and 

something to inter-
est you.

So kick start a New 
Year, whether you 

new skill or just to aim 

vegetables a day.

Stop making ex-
cuses, make life more 
interesting and have a 
goal to aim towards.
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Gavin and Annabelle Scott Moncrieff, Kathleen Millar, Lucy Conway and Tasha 
Lancaster celebrate Eigg’s £300,000 success. In the foreground are local children 

Breagha Millar and Clyde Wallace

CHAMPAGNE corks popped 
on Eigg last Friday when 
island delegates to the Big 
Green Challenge competi-
tion returned from London 
victorious.

The day before, Eigg was 
declared one of three joint 
winners in the NESTA-spon-

community with the most 
imaginative solutions for cut-
ting their carbon emissions.

Eigg representatives Gavin 
and Annabelle Scott Moncri-

Conway and Tasha Lancaster 

came home with £300,000 of 
prize money, which islanders 
will use to progress further 
projects.

The delegates were given 
a big welcome when they 
arrived back on Eigg on the 
lunchtime boat from Mallaig. 

down, islanders are already 
planning further initiatives to 
cut carbon emissions.

Schemes in the pipeline 
include an eco-house dem-
onstrating sustainable living, 
solar panel installation and 
home insulation schemes.

Isle of Eigg 
celebrates Big 
Green success

ALL three of Argyll and 

by April next year, Her Maj-
esty’s Revenue and Customs 

with the loss of one job, while 
Dunoon and Rothesay’s of-

they may be replaced with 
enquiry points offering fewer 
services. A total of 15 staff 
are affected while customers 
in Oban will have to travel to 
Dunoon or Glasgow for face-
to-face appointments.

The closures were con-

and Bute MP Alan Reid. 
In the letter, seen by The 

Oban Times, Treasury min-
ister Stephen Timms writes: 
‘This announcement has no 
impact on HMRC’s provi-

sions of face-to-face advice. 
The department remains 
committed to maintaining 
access to face-to-face advice 
at or near the current enquiry 
centre location for those cus-
tomers who need it.’ 

However, Mr Reid said the 
Government is making cuts 
to vital local services at the 
worst economic time. 

‘These closures mean the 
loss of valuable jobs in com-
munities with fragile econo-
mies,’ he said.  

‘It is the wrong decision 
in the current economic cli-
mate.

‘It is increasingly important 
that small businesses and the 
public have easy access to 
tax advice as the recession 
takes hold. Yet this Govern-
ment is cutting back on a 
vital local service.’

Argyll and Bute to lose 
ARGYLL and Bute Council 
will unveil its draft budget 
today (Thursday) and it is 
widely expected to be the 
toughest in years. 

With council tax frozen 
for a further year, modest 
increases in Scottish 
government funding and 
certain costs, like teachers 
pay, care for the elderly 

decisions on where to make 
savings.

Senior councillors and 

that the council faced 

times and must trim 
£10million of spending in 
each of the next three years 
to balance the books. 

The budget papers will be 
discussed next Thursday by 
the council’s executive. 

Council’s tough 
draft budget

o

Starving
deer
slaughtered
in the snow

AN INVERGARRY 
stalker has condemned the 
slaughter of 26 starving deer 
in a Forestry Commission 
Scotland (FCS) plantation 
near Loch Arkaig.

warned local estate jobs 
could be wiped out if similar 
culls continued.

He said Forest Enterprise 
(FE) staff shot the animals 
despite an agreement made 
the previous day to suspend 
any killing to allow local 
ghillies, stalkers and forestry 
workers to eject the deer 
from the forestry block.

Mr Cameron, originally 
from Acharacle, said the 
animals had sought shelter 
in the trees to get relief from 
recent harsh winter weather 
conditions.

Deep snow had covered 
Loch Arkaig side for weeks 
as temperatures plummeted 
as low as -20ºC, leaving 
the deer unable to forage.
The animals came into the 
plantation through or round 
a deer fence and once inside 
were easy targets.

The Forestry Commission 

Estate where Mr Cameron 
works and deer range widely 

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEPHEN NORRIS

over the entire area.
Mr Cameron, 46, said a 

joint operation planned for 
January 7 to drive the animals 
out was stopped after Forest 
Enterprise staff agreed with 
local estate workers that it 
would be pointless until the 
fence was repaired. Any 
killing of deer was also to be 
halted.

Furious
Around 15 ghillies and 

stalkers went down the next 

FE staff had already shot 26 
animals – mostly stags. 

After ‘some debate’ it 
was agreed the shooting 
would stop pending further 
discussions.

Mr Cameron, who has 
stalked deer for 31 years, 

believes ‘senior FE staff’ 
overturned the original 
decision.

He is furious the cull 
was approved, not least 
because many estates 
have voluntarily stopped 
shooting deer because of 

the severe weather. He 

that this slaughter took 
place, considering what I 
understand was agreed the 
previous day. 

‘There’s a lot of these things 
going on, but everybody is 
too frightened to speak out 
about it.

Stronger stance 
‘It seems unreasonable of 

FE to have done this while 
fully aware as a member of 
the local deer management 
group that many estates 
are suffering a decline in 
stag numbers and full-time 
stalkers jobs could be at risk. 
We can’t shoot a fraction of 
the stags we used to shoot 
because they are just not 
there.’ 

landowners are willing to 
take a much stronger stance 
against this type of behaviour, 
deer stalking as we know it 
and many of the associated 
jobs could become a thing of 
the past.

‘Should a government 
allow its senior staff to make 
decisions like this which 
have such a profound effect 
on other people’s jobs in 
fragile rural areas?’

An FCS spokesperson 

broken in to one of their 
plantations on January 4. 

He said: ‘We considered 
a number of options – 
including opening up the 
deer fence and trying to drive 
them out – but unfortunately 
the only practicable solution 
was to cull them. 

‘It was not a decision that 
was taken lightly. 

‘We spent three or four 
days assessing the situation 
and took into account the 
fact that they had already 
caused severe damage 
to around 50 per cent of 
our plantation stock, the 
feasibility of driving the 
deer out, while not letting 
any more in, and whether or 
not our decision would have 
any adverse impact upon the 
neighbouring estate.

‘It was an unfortunate 
situation and - in our 
considered view - it 

was professionally and 
humanely handled, using the 
most feasible solution.

‘We are currently 
reviewing the circumstances 
surrounding the deer 
incursion and its subsequent 
management and will 
be working with the 
neighbouring estates and 
the local deer management 
group to ensure that any 
lessons learned are shared.’ 

Mr Cameron said that estate 
workers had managed to 
drive 14 stags out of forestry 
land last Friday. 

‘A similar number remain 
and are likely to be shot,’ he  
said.

Contact Stephen Norris on
01397 703003 
or
email fort@obantimes.co.uk

Have you a view  
on this story?

THE INDEPENDENT 
group in Highland Council’s 
administration meets in 
Inverness today (Thursday) 
to decide whether to insert a 
‘loyalty clause’ into its rules 
governing how its members 
vote.

‘Lochaber four’ furious 
The move comes after 

Lochaber Independents Bill 
Clark, Allan Henderson, 
Eddie Hunter and Donald 
Cameron voted with the 
SNP opposition against 
suspending the building 

nursing homes, including 
a replacement Invernevis 
House in Caol.

All Independents will be 
required to sign up to never 
moving or supporting an 

amendment against the 
administration – but the 
‘Lochaber four’ are furious 
at what they regard as an 
attempt to muzzle them.

Councillor Bill Clark 
said: ‘The administration 
is well aware that the four 
Lochaber councillors could 
never betray Lochaber 
residents by signing up to 
such a document. 

‘Independent councillors 
should play no part in local 
government party politics 
as practised by the major 
parties.’

Independent group leader 
John Laing said: ‘Our 
meeting on Thursday will 
be to consider the proposal 
for change. The group will 
make its decision.’

Independent group meets 
over ‘loyalty clause’

Invernevis
bid passes 
planning
PLANS for a 30-bed Highland 
Council-run nursing home at 
Ardgour Road, Caol have 
been approved.

The home, to be built on Blar 
Mhor land already earmarked 
for 301 new houses, will also 
have day care facilities for 
15 additional persons. 

Cllr Allan Henderson told 
Ross, Skye and Lochaber 
planning committee: ‘It’s 
an excellent area for the 
development to go.’ 

Highland Council last 
month controversially 
postponed building the 
home, a replacement for the 
existing Invernevis House 
on Belford Road, pending a 
review of costs.

Jean Holmes celebrated her 
retirement by throwing a party 
at the BA Social Club, Fort 
William, on Saturday night.

£2,000 for charity
More than 200 people attended 

the function, which raised 
£2,160 for local good causes. 

Jean told The Oban Times she 
gave orders for no presents, 
preferring instead to collect 
donations for those more in 
need than herself.

Generous partygoers raised 
£1,350 for the Montrose Centre 
in Inverlochy and £810 for a 
Corpach family whose nine-
month-old son is currently 
undergoing chemotherapy in 
Edinburgh following a brain 
tumour.

True to form, Jean organised 
the catering herself – but 

almost ran out of food because 
even more folk turned up than 
expected.

‘It was a great night, absolutely 
fantastic.

‘Everybody is raving about it 
in the town,’ Jean said. ‘I didn’t 
need any pressies - my house is 
full of stuff already. 

‘I’ll need to start up a car boot 
sale next!’

Jean, aged 70, is well known as 
a waitress and organiser of staff 
for local weddings and dinner 
dances, where she would be 
ably assisted by her daughters 
and grandchildren. 

in the Spean Bridge Hotel in 
1955 and went on to work in 
many Lochaber establishments, 

West End Hotel and the BA 
Club.

Row over councillors’ input in Lochaber care home bid
to defer a decision on a 60-bed private care 
home planned next Fort William Health 
Centre at Camaghael.

Care Ltd received outline consent last year 
and brought detailed plans before Ross, 
Skye and Lochaber planning committee 

approval, but Councillor Donald Cameron 
blasted the lack of councillor involvement 
in the bid – and clashed with legal advisor 
Alastair Mackenzie over members’ ability 
to impose additional conditions on the 

‘We are being asked to approve this with 
conditions, but we have not seen those 
conditions,’ he said. ‘Today, we are not well 

enough prepared to pass this application.’
But solicitor Mr Mackenzie reminded 

application under powers delegated to them 
by councillors themselves.

reason to challenge them.’ The deferral bid 
fell 6-4 and approval was granted. 
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EXTREME measures were 
required during the height of 
recent frosts to ensure funer-
als went ahead on time, it has 
emerged.

On at least one occasion in 
Lochaber, Highland Council 
burial grounds workmen had 
to use blowtorches to break 
through deeply frozen top 
layers of soil to allow the lair 
to be made ready. 

In some locations frost had 
penetrated some two feet 
into the subsoil, rendering 
the ground impervious to 
pick and shovel until thawed 

Transport, environment 
and community services 
chairman John Laing said: 
‘It shows a great deal of 
ingenuity to use a blow 
lamp.

‘I can’t praise our guys 
highly enough for the efforts 
they put in. Well done to 
them for managing to allow 
the interments to go ahead.’

Burial
ground
workers
refuse to be 
beaten

Isles Credit 
Union reaches 
£million
milestone
WESTERN Isles Credit Un-
ion passed a major milestone 
this week after total loans 

years to needy clients passed 
the £1 million mark.

The Credit Union offers 
loans from £100 to £7,000 at 
rates often more affordable 
than traditional lenders on 
the islands, particularly 
catalogues, store cards and 
credit cards.

WICU already has 1,200 
members - halfway towards 
its goal of signing up one in 
10 Western Isles residents. 

Oban Times
NEWS DESK 
01631 568060

THE SINGLE-track diver-
sion route expected to handle 

repairs to the Nether Loch-
aber slipway is in an even 
worse condition following 
recent extreme weather.

Weeks of severe frosts and 
snow have left the A861 
surface – already damaged in 
places - with deep potholes 
and crumbling road edges, 
especially at passing places.

Highland Council is 
considering suspending the 
ferry for around four weeks 
in the spring and re-routing 

onto the A861 round Loch 
Eil-side, the A830 and the 
A82 while work is carried 
out.

Ardgour residents and four 
local community councils 
say the narrow and twisting 

handle the estimated 1,000 
extra vehicles per day.

Semi-retired Nigel 
Colburn, 62, a former 
manager of Victoria Wine 
in Fort William, took The 
Oban Times on a tour of 
the road on Sunday to point 
out potential dangers he 
believes lie ahead.

Mr Colburn, of 3 Treslaig, 
said: ‘The major problem 

on the road for people trying 
to get from ‘A to B’. They 
will get stuck in the passing 
places when they are trying 
to get to work, full stop. The 
road will just deteriorate 
further – it is not designed 

‘It could be dangerous 
for people that don’t know 
the road – with all the 

holidaymakers it could be 
an absolute disaster. All 
it would take would be 
a camper van to drive at 
20mph and you would have 

to where the ferry would be. 
Town people don’t know 
what passing places are for 
– they just ignore the signs. 
Also the trees will have their 
full foliage, so visibility on 
corners will be a lot worse.’

He added: ‘The council 
could run the smaller ferry, 
The Maid of Glencoul, to 
at least keep some of the 

have managed when the big 
ferry is away for its service, 
but we couldn’t cope with 
hundreds of extra cars and 
lorries daily.’

Sunart, Acharacle, West 
Ardnamurchan and Morvern 
community councils say an 
emergency situation ‘is on 
the cards’ and are urging a 
night-time repairs regime 
at the slipway to allow the 
ferry to keep working.

Highland Council says 
it is ‘sympathetic’ to local 
concerns and has promised 
a further meeting on the 
issue in Strontian. 

REPORT by 
STEPHEN NORRIS

Breaking up: Nigel Colburn points out the damage to the A861 near Camusnagaul 
10_f04nigel02

An
emergency
situation
‘is on the 
cards’ claim 
community
councils

EXCLUSIVE

Frost
adds to 
fears over 
Corran
ferry road
‘We couldn’t cope with hundreds 
of extra cars and lorries daily’

TRANSPORT committee 
councillors meet in Inver-
ness today (Thursday) to 
decide what action to take 
after Highland Council was 
forced to take emergency 
measures to preserve stocks 
of rock salt.

Priority routes 
For the past week low 

priority routes - most urban 
roads, school bus routes and 
rural roads and residential 
areas – have been be treated 
with grit only, except where 
dangerous conditions 
constituted a threat to 
public safety.

The emergency action, 

taken on advice given by 
the Scottish government’s 
Resilience Room, has seen 
rock salt laid only on main 
routes like the A82 and A9, 
and even then for limited 
periods.

Recent milder weather 
came just in time to avert 
an even more serious 
situation. If the snow and 
ice had returned over the 
entire region, thousands of 
miles of roads would have 
been left unsalted.

council has used 51,000 
tonnes of salt since arctic 
weather set in on 19 

December, at a cost of more 
than £1,500,000.

Director of transport, 
environmental and 
community services Neil 
Gillies said: ‘The Scottish 
government is advising 
all road authorities to 
economise their use of salt 
so that we do not run out 
completely. 

‘This is why we have to 
depart from our gritting 
policy in this extreme 
situation.’

In an average winter, 
Highland Council uses 
between 50,000 and 60,000 
tonnes of salt.

Councillors meet over salt supplies

MORVERN Community Council 
(MCC) has suggested reopening the 
Lochaline silica mine could be a partial 
solution to the national shortage of grit 
to treat icy roads.

Weeks of severe weather saw local 
authorities scrambling around for rock 
salt, but MCC chairman Iain Thornber 
reckons the millions of tons of abrasive 
sand available from the Lochaline 
mine would be a suitable alternative.

The Tarmac-owned mine closed 
over a year ago with the loss of 11 
local jobs, but in a letter to local MP 
Charles Kennedy Mr Thornber claims 
most of the plant and machinery is still 
in place.

He states: ‘I know of course there 

are other sources of silica sand in the 
UK closer to centres of population but 
Lochaline has the advantage of being 
able to export its product by sea in 
small coasters which can deliver to 
quays in the heart of towns and cities 
through rivers and canals.

‘Additionally, being a sea deposit, 
Lochaline sand must also contain salt. 
When the Lochaline sand mine was 
closed down in 2008, 11 crucial jobs 
were lost which has had a devastating 
effect on the economy of this fragile 
community. Most of the employees 
still live in the area and many I am 
sure would be interested in regaining 
employment at the mine.’

Tarmac made no comment.

Short of road salt - re-open mine 
says Morven Community Council

A QUANTITY of diesel was 
stolen from a vehicle in the 
Morar area sometime be-
tween Friday, January 8 and 
Saturday, January 9 and again 
from a vehicle parked at Sil-
versands, Arisaig between 
4.45pm on Monday, January 
11 and 6am on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 12.

A BLACK ARCHOS 10 mini 
PC was stolen from a retail 
premises in Fort William on 
the afternoon of Wednesday, 
January 13.

-
aber College buildings over-
night on Friday  January 15 
and Saturday January 16.

A WINDOW in the bus shel-
ter on the A830 at Corpach 
near the Church of Scotland, 
was smashed at approxi-
mately 2.30 am on Sunday, 
January 17.

HEATING oil was stolen from 
a fuel tank adjacent to the 
ambulance depot, Glencoe, 
sometime between Thursday, 
December 24, 2009 and Satur-
day, January 16, 2010.

A MAN was arrested in Oban 
during the afternoon of Sun-
day, January 17, following an 
alleged domestic assault the 
previous evening.

He was due to appear from 
custody this week at Oban 
Sheriff Court.

OBAN police were called out 
to help ambulance staff deal 
with an intoxicated 14-year-
old girl at around 8.30pm on 
Friday, January 15.

She was taken to Lorn and 
Islands Hospital in Oban for 
observations and a report 
has been sent to the Reporter 
to the Children’s Panel.

A REPORT was made to 
Oban police that two HGV 
lorries had made contact 
in passing on the A828 at 
Appin.  A seven-and-a-half 
tonne truck and a lorry car-
rying Caterpiller machinery 
struck each other, at around 
12.45pm on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 12.

One of the vehicles failed 
to stop following the contact 
in which a wing mirror was 
lost.

o

THIS MONTH IN 
SCOTTISH FIELD...
READ...
HARBINGERS OF 
SPRING Dozens 
of gardens get 
together for 
the Scottish 
Snowdrop 
Festival.
SCENT AND
SENSIBILITY
Bringing 
a touch of 
tradition back 
into a Glasgow 
town house.
THE WHISKY
AMBASSADOR
Charles Maclean meets a 
Frenchman who knows and 
loves his whisky.
ROMANTIC BREAKS Finding the 
perfect location to take your valentine.

WIN...
WIN: £500 worth of Dubarry Ladies’ 
clothing WIN: Two luxury golf breaks, and 
enjoy a 2 for 1 offer at the Scotch Whisky 
Experience

DISCUSS...
GO TO OUR FORUMS: Share views, rate 
whiskies or restaurants, or submit book 
reviews at www.scottishfield.co.uk

COUNTRY NEWS   INTERIORS   GARDENS   FOOD & DRINK   PROPERTY   ANTIQUES   FASHION   TRAVEL   FEBRUARY 2010

FEBRUARY 2010 £3.50

A LOOK BACK IN HISTORY TO EDINBURGH’S BOYS’ SCHOOLS 
LIFE OF A 
BORDERS RIVER IN WATERCOLOURFABULOUS FOOD WITH GLASGOW’S TWO FAT LADIES

SNOWDROP 
FESTIVAL

Plus

DOUNE’S TREASURE HUNTER

16 Spring 
weddingsPAGE SPECIAL

WIN£500 WORTH 
OF DUBARRY 
CLOTHING

WIN LUXURY GOLF BREAKSPlus Independent Schools special feature

Becoming Self Employed
If you are newly self employed, or considering becoming self 
employed, you can attend this FREE workshop run by HM Revenue and 
Customs. The course covers:
• Registering your self-employment
• NICs for the self-employed
• Keeping business records for tax/NICs purposes
• Tax returns
• Partnerships
• Online services
Tuesday 2 February at Corran Halls, Corran Esplanade, Oban from 12.30pm to 3.30pm

Thinking of Starting Your Own Business?
Starting your own business can be exciting, however there is a lot to think about.
This FREE awareness raising seminar will help you to meet and network with like-minded individuals and will 
highlight lots of really useful sources of advice and guidance to assist your start up journey.

Thursday 4 Februrary at Corran Halls, Corran Esplanade, Oban from 5pm to 7pm

Planning to Start Your Own Business?
Join our FREE two day workshop to help develop your ideas into a practical and effective plan to launch your 
business. Key elements covered include:
• Getting the market right for your business
• Developing a realistic, working business plan
• Deciding what finance you need and learning how to use financial information
• Introducing information technology to your business

Wednesday 17 & Thursday 18 February at Corran Halls, Corran Esplanade, Oban from 
9.30am to 4.30pm

To book a place at any of these events, please contact Business Gateway on 
01546 605459 or email business.gateway@argyll-bute.gov.uk
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Lismore
Your correspondent 
is Pauline Dowling:  
01631 760293

THIS year’s Christmas lunch 
for Lismore’s seniors was 
well attended and very well 
hosted by the Guild. 

A big thank you to all who 
helped.

Ina MacColl and Denise 
Willis produced another 
very attractive community 
Christmas card and raised 
£264 for the Lismore 
Community Bus. 

The community card, an 
excellent idea introduced 
some years ago by Ina 
MacColl, not only provides 
an opportunity to support 
a good cause during a time 
of much feasting, but also 
means individual card 
writing is unnecessary. This 
year the design was one of 
the late Elizabeth Oddling’s 
famous Christmas cards and 
the verse was chosen by 
Jessie Stewart. 

THE HALL was packed 
on Christmas Eve for fun, 
games, feasting and Santa’s 
visit.

As well as local children 
there were many visitors 
staying with relations for 
the festive season and they 
all joined in the games and 

action songs. Highlight 
was Santa arriving ringing 
his bell, covered in snow 
and carrying a large, very 
exciting sack. 

The parent council would 
like to say a huge thank you 
to everyone who came and 
helped out at the party. 

A special thank you to the 
Women’s Guild for their 
kind donation towards the 
party. 

BETH Campbell, who is now 
running the Isle of Lismore 
café, opened the doors on 
January 1 and 2 offering 
free bubbly and nibbles plus 
half price meals all day with 

to the Sandpiper Trust, a 
charity which provides GPs 
and nurses in rural Scotland 
with emergency medical 
equipment.

Known as The Sandpiper 
Bag this invaluable kit 
means that, in places like 
Lismore, lifesaving pre-
hospital procedures can be 
carried out during the critical 
initial period. 

The response to the New 
Year offer was enormous 
and, not only did Beth raise 
£150 for the Sandpiper Trust, 
but she also ran out of food 
on the second day as more 
than 200 locals and visitors 
attended and, at times, there 
was standing room only and 
queues snaked out the door. 

It was a great way to start 
2010 and we wish Beth and 
her staff well in her time at 
the café which is now open 

from Tuesday to Thursday 
from 11-4pm and Friday 
and Saturday from 11-10pm.

THE ISLAND (and no doubt 
the mainland) is playing 
host to a huge number of 
woodcock, probably blown 
here on the north wind from 
Russia and Finland. 

Though they are said to be 
secretive and nocturnal, you 
can see them at any time of 
the day, even in the garden. 

Fortunately we have had 
virtually no snow and with 
quite a lot of sun in the day, 
some burns are still running 
to give them water.

Seniors’ Christmas 
party

Christmas card

Children’s
Christmas party

Café  opens for 
charity

Winter visitors

Scalpay
Your correspondent 
is Donald Morrison:
01859 540217

THE managing director of 

addressed a public meeting 
of Lochmaddy Bay Marine 
SAC when locals heard 
about the company’s salmon 
farm in Lochmaddy Bay, 
and Loch Duart’s origins 
which date back to 1975 
when Nick Joy started three 
sea sites and two hatcheries 
in the Scourie area of 
Sutherland.

The company moved to 
the Uists in April 2008, and 
later that year bought over 
Salar Smokehouse in South 

operation moved from Loch 
Carnan to Lochmaddy Bay 
in April 2009 after a serious 
oil pollution incident.

Loch Duart now employs 
20 people in the Uists, and 

has a planning application 
in for a small base in 
Lochmaddy.

Mr Joy told the meeting 
that he expects the company 
this year to produce 5,400 
tonnes of salmon, up from 
3,600 tonnes last year and 
a turnover of almost £20 
million.

He described his vision 
and philosophy for the 
company, basing the quality 
of its product on respect for 
people, the environment and 

He said quality came from 
careful control of every 
aspect of production.

He attributed the fact that 
the company never has to 
use antibiotics on its stock 
to its policy of leaving farms 
fallow for one complete year 

in three.
Designing its own feed, Mr 

Joy said, guaranteed that it 
contained no hormones, GM 
or antibiotics and although 
the great care taken in Loch 
Duart’s salmon production 
incurred extra costs, they 
only amounted to some 10 
to 15 pence per portion.

He said the company’s 
salmon is now sought after 
by the world’s top chefs and 
served in the top restaurants 
in 17 countries.

Mr Joy said: ‘We are 
thrilled by our reception 
in the Hebrides since we 
started working there. We 
look forward to developing 
our business on the islands 
and wish it to be a source 
of pride to the Hebridean 
community.’

Lochmaddy hears of fish farm progress

WE HAVE had snow on 
Scalpay on the low ground 
that is creating frosty spots 
on the roads, although the 
main road is well gritted.

The ‘Clisham’ Harris main 
road is cordoned off to 
prevent motorists taking a 
chance and getting stuck at 
the Clisham Brae.

CREELERS were off for the 
festive period, waiting for 
the markets to re-open.

There was a good price for 

demand at Christmas and 
New Year – of course the 
turkey population has been 
reduced since Christmas! 

Snow

Fishing

Killin
Your correspondent is 
Judy Forster:  
01567 820298

New community council

Taekwondo

National Parks

AS ONLY eight people put themselves forward 
for election to the Killin Community Council 
no election was required and they automatically 

who are: Fiona Kennedy, Chairman.  Charlie 
Grant, Vice-chairman and Planning.  Pamela 
Farquharson- Minute Secretary and Breadalbane 
Park Convenor.  Gillian Farmer, Treasurer.  Tim 
Frost, Correspondence Secretary.  Anthony Dowling, 
Planning.  George Bickerton, Stewart Christie.

Under new rules there will be a further election 
in February when other people may put themselves 
forward for the four remaining vacancies.  After 
that, if there are still fewer then 12 councillors, the 
council may co-opt other people.

It is important to the village to have a full council 
to represent its views and share the responsibilities 
over a greater number of people.

THE SCOTTISH Parliament had had its debate on 
the National Parks and the strategic review of their 
role that took place last year.

It was good to note that ministers were conversant 
with the problems within the Parks.  It was also 
heartening to hear that all sides must not forget 
that the Parks are home to and workplace to many 
communities.

The result was largely consensual with the view that 
both Park Authorities have performed relatively well 
and have made a considerable difference.  Requests
that extra funds be made available and consideration 
given to creating more National Parks, particularly 
a Marine and Coastal National Park.  In the present 
economic climate no promise of more cash was 
forthcoming.  The result of the debate means that 
there will be a reduction in the number of Board 
members from the current 25 to 17 from October 
2010.  The number of directly elected members will 

by the local authorities and six by the Minister.  Of 
these 12 at least four must either live in or represent 
the Park communities, resulting in a majority of 
board members being based in the Park.  Contrary 
to the recommendation of the Strategic Review, it 
was decided that the Minister should not appoint 
the convenor and deputy, but as at present, the Park 

ranks.  It was also decided that both authorities 
should retain their existing planning functions. 

There is also a strategic Review Group, lasting 
18 months which will review boundaries and the 

proposals for the Draft Plan will be decided late 
December.  It will then ber lodged for a formal 
six week consultation  before coming into force in 
October 2010.  It will be welcomed by everyone 
when the Park Authority has its own Local Plan.

Anna Holden and Robbie Player were once again 
part of the Callander/Falkirk Taekwondo Club 
team that recently won the traditional Taekwondo 
Championship Shield for the third time in a row.

Anna and Robbie won silver and bronze 
respectively in the pattern competition.

As they were up against adults this was an 
achievement.

Anna also wona bronze for sparring in her weight 
category.

Club training sessions are on Wednesday evenings 
and Saturday afternoons in Callander Leisure 
Centre.

ACTRESS Sally Lindsay is calling on the people of the 
Highlands and Islands to nominate their favourite Lottery-
funded project in The National Lottery Awards 2010.

In the last year, more £3.1 million of Lottery funding has 
gone to projects in Argyll and Bute alone. And now The 
National Lottery is encouraging these projects to enter the 
Awards and gain recognition for their work.

National Lottery Awards ambassador and former 
Coronation Street actress, Sally, said: ‘These Awards are 

projects and recognise the dedication of the people behind 
them who are making a difference in their communities.’

Lottery Awards will appear on a star-studded prime-time 
BBC1 TV show later this year. They will also have a 
chance to win a £2,000 cash prize. The Awards have seven 

Education. Nominations can be made by calling 020 7324 
4366 or visit www.lotterygoodcauses.org.uk. Entries must 
be received by 5pm on Friday February 12.

Call for nominations 
to 2010 National 
Lottery Awards

As the snow melts, there’ll be lots of water 
on our pavements and roads. If you’re 
concerned about fl ooding, you can get 
up-to-the-minute info at sepa.org.uk or by 
calling FLOODLINE on 0845 988 1188.

To help the water drain away, make sure 
you clear any ice or debris from the drains 
outside your house. Put snow and ice 
on the kerb where it won’t block the drain. 

If you’ve been using sand or cat litter instead 
of grit, sweep it up and bin it because it’ll also 
block the drain.

If you get a burst pipe, turn off your stop 
valve immediately and run your cold taps 
to drain the system.

Before driving, listen to the weather 
warnings. You can check for problems 
on your route and get handy driving tips 
at traffi cscotland.org

When the road’s wet your car can take 
up to twice as long to stop, so slow down.
Also, water could be hiding potholes or debris 
caused by the bad weather.

The 
Big 
Thaw.
Don’t get caught out.
Let ’s be prepared for the thaw when it happens. Here are 
some things to look out for at home and on the roads.

For more information, phone your local council (the number is in 
your local directory) or go to scotland.gov.uk/weatherwise
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YOUR STARS
WITH PATRICK ARUNDEL
ARIES Mar 21st - Apr 20th 090 6612 4520
A really sunny and friendly vibe can warm the last phase of January 
for you. Expect lots of attention and for your popularity to be riding 
high. Yet despite this, cash and friendship don’t make very happy 
bedfellows, so you may be best to keep these two areas apart. 

TAURUS Apr 21st - May 21st 090 6612 4521
Stay conscious that your reputation is your license to success. If you 
have trodden on an important person’s toes, the feedback can be felt 
now. Yet if you understand who holds the power in your relationships, 
this can be time when your star can be in the ascendant. Impressions 
really do count. Consider the impact you make and ask if it is good 

GEMINI May 22nd - Jun 21st 090 6612 4522
Your enthusiasm can be absolutely awesome this week, and 
faraway places and faces can truly enchant you. So an ideal time to 
book or plan a holiday. If you are on the move or go to see a show, 
band or exhibition, you can have a fabulous time. Just be conscious 
that one person could be rather jealous of your hot streak and may 

CANCER Jun 22nd - Jul 23rd 090 6612 4523
Education can be a really important feature these days. And for many 
of us, there is a need to constantly update our skill set, especially 
as technology becomes more and more important. You and a 
friend can help each other, perhaps going on a course together or 
providing mutual encouragement. In love, things can spice up but 

LEO Jul 24th - Aug 23rd 090 6612 4524
Meet people in the middle and this can turn out to be a sparkling 
week. A spirit of compromise really can work wonders. And if you 
do make any agreements or get chatting to someone new, Saturn 
can anchor down the more frivolous side of Venus, and see these 

VIRGO Aug 24th - Sep 23rd 090 6612 4525
Okay, the jobs market has been depressed, so I don’t say the 
following lightly, but this can be a week when things turn for you 

can combine your powers of concentration and eye for detail with 
helping others. So service industry roles, retailing, health and caring, 

LIBRA Sep 24th - Oct 23rd 090 6612 4526
This is a week to relish. Not only will you feel more outgoing, you 
can also begin to feel like spending time with others. Romance 
is particularly well aspected, but you can’t sit back and wait for a 
fantasy admirer to hunt you down, you need to busy yourself with as 
many buzzy events as possible. A fairer share of domestic chores 

SCORPIO Oct 24th - Nov 22nd 090 6612 4527
The Quarter Moon in your opposite sign of Taurus, right angles the 
Sun. This gives you an opportunity to confront a painful emotional 
or family event, which has been causing some sadness. Have the 
courage to do this, for Venus is going to be very protective of you 
and will ensure that things can be sorted with less ill will than you 

SAGITTARIUS Nov 23rd - Dec 21st 090 6612 4528
All forms of communications can see you do spectacularly well, so a 
great week to book a refresher course for computing skills or to start 
a website or personal blog. Yet, there are only so many hours in each 
day. So, do plan prudently what you want to do with yours. Don’t try 
to do too much. Concentrate your focus and you can be awesome 

CAPRICORN Dec 22nd - Jan 20th 090 6612 4529
The stars put you in full-on temptation mode, and anything 
remotely luscious can be a real draw. This can also therefore, be 

about a new, sizzling love interest. Yet however sultry they may be 
remember that after the initial glow has worn off, they’re likely to be 

AQUARIUS Jan 21st - Feb 19th 090 6612 4530
You can be a bit of a magnet, for all sorts of good things, as the Sun in 
Aquarius combines with Venus. With lucky Jupiter also angling well with 
the transformative Pluto, the hard work you have invested behind the 
scenes can start to pay off, and this can see an improvement in your 
income and self-esteem. Don’t let a doubter hold you back. Call me for 

PISCES Feb 20th - Mar 20th 090 6612 4531

blast from the past can cheer you this week, when an old friend gets 
in touch, out of the blue. This person may have changed quite a bit 
since you last spoke, and you can be pleased to reacquaint yourself 
with them. A great time to plan future and potentially life changing 

SP: Pronto Ltd, PO Box 52785 EC1p 1TY
Calls cost 60p per minute from standard landline
For entertainment purposes only

what’son
Saturdays > Junior Ski Training
Glencoe Mountain Ltd 10.30am - 2.30pm
Tel 07854 688408

Saturdays & Sundays > Glencoe Discovery
Glencoe Mountain Ltd Guiding service for
Tel 01855 851226 intermediate skiers

January 29 & 30 > Ballet West
Corran Halls Nutcracker

Friday 12 February > Abbamania
Corran Halls, Oban

Saturday 13 February > Abbamania
Queens Hall, Dunoon

www.thehighlandtheatre.co.ukCinema The Highland Theatre

From Friday 22ND January

www.thehighlandtheatre.co.uk for full listings and future presentations

Cert PG 106 min
FRI 6.15 SAT 1.30, 3.45, 6.15 
SUN 1.30, 3.45, 6.15

ST TRINIAN’S 2
THE LEGEND OF FRITTON’S GOLD

Cert 12a 118 min
DAILY 6.00 8.30 TUE/WED/THUR 3.45NINE
Cert 15 97min
FRI/ SAT 8.30, SUN 6.15, MON 8.30, 
TUE 6.15, WED 8.30, THURS 4. 00

NOWHERE 
BOY

WHERE THE 
WILD THINGS ARE

Cert PG 100 min
SAT/SUN MATINEE 1.45, 4.00

From Friday 29TH January for 7 Days
DAYBREAKERS - Cert 15

A Serious Man - 15
The Coen’ brothers  latest  about a Jewish  professor 
in the midwest during the 60’s. Bedevilled by his 

grad student and a hot neighbour who sunbathes 
nude, he begins to question the value of life. 
Admirably low-key, deeply compelling and their 

Bright Star - PG
Drama based on the three-year romance between 

which was cut short by Keats’ untimely death 
at age 25. Written and directed by Jane (“THE 
PIANO”) Campion. 

Nine - 12A
Provocative musical that follows the life of famous 

and personal crisis of epic proportion  while balancing 
the women in his life. All Star cast  including Daniel 
Day-Lewis, Penelope Cruz, Nicole Kidman, Judi 
Dench & Sophia Loren. Directed by Rob Marshall.

Nowhere Boy - 15
Critically acclaimed biopic about  John Lennon’s 
childhood and his escape into music. with  the young 
Paul McCartney.  Poignant and powerful, the untold 
story of the boy who created The Beatles. 

A SERIOUS MAN Cert 15 105 min
SUN 8.30 TUE 8.30, WED 4.00 THURS 6.15

BRIGHT STAR Cert PG 118 min
MON 6.15 TUE 4.00 WED 6.15 THURS 8.30

AMADEOUS Duo joined the Oban Music Society 

Harp player Alina Bzhezinski and Margaret Preston 

The pair played a truly varied programme of 

The next Oban Music Society concert in their 

Amadeous – Alina Bzhezinski and Margaret 
Preston 07_to4music01

MEUR LOCHABAIR

Ceilidh/Dance
in Caol Community Centre, 

Saturday, January 30 @ 7.30pm
Prizewinners from 2009 Oban Mod

Singers: Morag Smith, 
Morag MacNeil, Lochaber 

Strathspey and Reel Group

Admission £5

ARGYLL
ANIMAL

AID

Jasmine
Friendly young girl, 

good with people and other dogs.

Needs a responsible and experienced home.

Please phone Jean on 01631 566406 after 8pm.
aaa.rescueteam@btconnect.com

http://www.smallpaws.co.uk 
Reg. charity SCO13211

Adult £17 • Concession £14 • Doors 7.30pm • Reserved seating

Duo entertain
Oban Music Society

Oban Accordion and 

annual buffet dance 
in the Argyllshire 
Gathering Hall when 
chairman Michael 
Garvin welcomed a large 
turnout.

He introduced 
musicians for the 
evening, the very popular 
Charlie Kirkpatrick Trio. 
Charlie on accordion, 
Bill Buchan on drums 
and Derek Hamilton on 
keyboard and vocals. 

The dance got off to a 
busy start with the dance 

after some lively tunes, 
and many stories from 

Charlie about his days in 
Oban, there was a break 
for an excellent buffet. 

The evening restarted 
with many more dances 
and singing led by Derek 
Hamilton and all too 
soon the evening came 
to a close. 

The chairman thanked 
Charlie and the band 
for the great variety of 
music and dances and 
the evening ended with 
the singing of Auld Lang 
Syne.

The next club night 
will be on Thursday, 

artiste the Michael 
Garvin Trio.

club host annual 
buffet dance

held by the Oban branch 
of Children 1st has now 
raised a total of £1,000.

Held each year in 
January in the Regent 
Hotel, Oban, the coffee 
morning is the branch’s 
major fund-raising event 
of the year.

On the day £920 was 
raised but many people 
who usually support the 
event were unable to get 
to it because of the icy 
weather conditions and 
instead made donations 
via organiser Ishbel 
Banks, Oban, bringing 
the total to £1,000.

PEOPLE across Argyll 
and Bute are this week 
being encouraged to read 
and write their way to 
better mental health.

The initiative is 
being run to celebrate 
Breathing Space Day and 
its associated helpline, 
which encourages people 
to take a little time out 
from life’s stresses and 
strains.

Argyll and Bute 
Community Health 
Partnership’s Health 

Samantha Souter, said:
‘The idea behind this 

year’s Breathing Space 

that writing can help to 
relieve the pressure of 
what is going on inside 
our heads, and reading 
can provide a way to 
escape and relax for a 
while.’

Ms Souter encouraged 
people to use the helpline:  
‘We all have days when 
we feel things are getting 
on top of us.  It can help 
to talk to someone on a 
helpline like Breathing 
Space.’

Marie Murphy from 
the Choose Life Initiative 
added:  ‘We hope that 
people will take the 
opportunity on Breathing 
Space Day to check out 
that the people they love 
and care about are ok and 
to look after their own 
mental health too.’

The Breathing Space 
free helpline number is 
0800 838587.

SCOTLAND’S minister 
for Gaelic has joined 
the growing number of 
voices calling for BBC 
Alba to be available on 

responding to the BBC 
Trust’s consultation on 
its review of the channel, 
said: ‘The channel is 
providing an excellent 
service and we want to 
see its reach extended 
as soon as possible by 
securing its presence on 

Children 1st 
coffee morning 
raises £1,000

Read and write 
to mental 
health

Minister backs 
BBC Alba

MY, MY it will be I do, I 
do, I do, I do, I do when 
Abbamania, ‘Europe’s 
premier Abba Tribute 
band’ comes to Oban on 

It might be another 
town for the dancing 
queens and kings but 
every show is a super 
trouper for the Rock ‘n 
Roll band.

In what promises to 
be a bang-a-boomerang 

this show will be just 
like that Bjorn, Bennie, 
Sonja and  would have 
wished to give the people 
of Oban and beyond a 
Happy New Year.

And with hits such 
as Voulez-Vouz, Take 
a Chance on Me and 
Chiquitita this will be a 
night where the audience 
are saying ‘thank you for 
the music.’

The Oban Times 

in conjunction with 
promoters are delighted 

tickets to the event
Abbamania was 

formed in 1998 and is 
now recognised as one 
of the most authentic 
ABBA tribute bands.
Abbamania have hit gold 
with their re-creation of 
ABBA in Concert, and 
will have you dancing 
in the aisles with their 

fabulous LIVE show 
featuring two hours of 
pure ABBA nostalgia.
  To win a pair of tickets 
answer the following 
question: How many 
titles of Abba songs 
are used in the above 
paragraph?

below.
The competition will 

at 12 noon

of tickets to give away.

Win tickets to see Abbamania 
with The Oban Times

COMUNN Gaidhealach 
an Obain held a fund-
raising ceilidh to 
celebrate Old New Year, 
with a buffet dinner 
and entertainment by 

musicians.
Held in the Masonic 

Hall in Albany Street, 
Oban, the ceilidh 
replaced the usual tattie 
and herring supper 
traditionally held by 
Comunn Gaidhealach an 
Obain.

Despite freezing 
temperatures, a good 
turn-out made for a lively 
evening, ably presided 
over by fear-an-tighe the 
Rev Brian Wilkinson.

Providing the 
entertainment following 
the buffet dinner and 
a warming wee dram, 

Mackenzie, Morag 
MacNeil, Andreas Wolfe 
and Mary Cathrine 
MacNeil, while Angus 
MacColl senior and 
junior played the pipes, 
Deidre MacDonald got 
feet tapping with her 

played some rousing 
tunes on the accordion.

Old New Year is 
usually celebrating 

and relates to the Julian 
calendar rather than the 
Gregorian calendar used 
today.

Toasting the Old New Year are Freddy Mackenzie, Angus MacColl, Angus 
MacColl jnr, the Rev Brian Wilkinson, Morag MacNeil, Deidre MacDon-

ald, Andreas Wolfe and Sileas Sinclair. 07_t03oldyear01

Old New 
Year ceilidh 
in Oban

There was a great night at Taynuilt Village Hall when a crowd gathered to 

-
er.16_t04taynuilt1

Answer: .................................................................................................................................

Name:....................................................................................................................................

Address: ................................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................................

Telephone number:................................................................................................................

Send your entry to: The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

Entries must be in before 12noon February 1, 2010
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WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all our 
reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on 
occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of producing the 
biggest local newspaper in the West Highlands.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in 

Editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB giving 
your day-time telephone number where possible. This statement 
of policy will appear on this page every week along with any 

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s 
Code of Conduct. 

The views expressed in The Oban Times are not necessarily those 
of this newspaper.

PRESS POLICY

Glasgow Letter

Islay Letter

The Oban Times
& West Highland Times

10 LETTERS

Your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 
300 words in length for publication on this 
page. The editor also reserves the right 
to shorten, to amend or to refuse to print 
them. Names and postal addresses must 
be supplied, including on emails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime telephone number is 
also required for verification. Anonymous 
letters or those supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not be printed. Please 
write or fax to: Letters page, The Oban Times, 
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 
568001. Email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

Letters to the editor
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk www.obantimes.co.uk

Telephone: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001

Wrong, McCaig
Sir, 
Last week McCaig slipped 
the following sentence in at 
the end of his piece on the 
Mull roads.

‘We understand that Jim 
Mather the Constituency 
MSP has been too involved 
with the proposed new 
power line from Beauly to 
Denny to get to grips with 
this matter of life or death to 
those cut off by Argyll and 
Bute Council staff.’

Can I say for the record 
that I very much regret his 
inaccurate words, his lack of 
research and the divisiveness 
of his comments. 

Not only did I personally 
make the time to convey the 
concerns of my constituents 
on Mull instantaneously and 
assiduously but I followed 
that up as matters progressed 
and the situation became 
increasingly serious; as 
indeed did my Oban team.

Having made that point 
can I raise another important 
related issue? 

McCaig’s side swipe at 
council staff is unfair and 
unfounded and pillories 
people who were making best 
efforts to remedy matters, 
confront the weather and help 
those affected. My concern 
is that if this approach of 
attacking people is allowed 
to go unchallenged it can 
only have negative effects. 

Of course, we all can (and 
sometimes need) to unite 
in opposition but we must 
do so as a last resort for 
experience tells us that it 
divides people, forces them 
to defend themselves and 
encourages the very opposite 
of engagement, collaboration 
and team-work.

Meanwhile, having spent 
time this past  weekend on 
Easdale Island bringing 
people together in common 
cause on energy projects, 
on the Mid Argyll Pool 
at Lochgilphead and in 
Campbeltown, I can tell 
McCaig that there is a better 
way and it is working.
Jim Mather MSP 
Argyll and Bute 

Threat to local 
newspapers
Sir
I wish to draw your readers’ 
attention to a threat to local 
newspapers.

The SNP Government is 
threatening to change the 
law so that public notices can 
be published on-line instead 
of in local newspapers. This 
would lose newspapers 
a great deal of valuable 
income and would threaten 

the survival of many.
Local papers are at the 

heart of the community in 
Argyll and Bute and are vital 
for communicating with the 
public. If a public notice is 
only published on-line, it is 
unlikely that many people 
will stumble upon it.

Councils will be able to slip 
through controversial issues 
like planning applications 
and parking charges 
unnoticed if the SNP gets its 
way.

I urge everyone to object 
to this proposal before the 
consultation period ends on 
February 12. 

To object to the proposal, 
please write to Shared 
Services Team, Area 3-
H South, Victoria Quay, 
Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ 
saying that you wish to 
object to the Local Authority 
Public Information Notices 
(Electronic Publication) 
(Scotland) Order 2010 and 
give your reasons.
Alan Reid MP
Argyll and Bute

Kilchrenan not 
lacking party 
spirit
Sir,
Further to the comments in 
the Kilchrenan district news 
in last week’s edition of The 
Oban Times.

Although it was a shame 
that the planned gathering 
in the village hall had to be 
cancelled, the whole New 
Year was not a disaster.

There were great parties 
on both Hogmanay and New  
Year’s Day in Kilchrenan 
Inn, Taychreggan Hotel and 
Ardenasaig Hotel for both 
locals and visitors - and a 
great time was had by all 
attending.
Christine MacKenzie, 
Kilchrenan. 

Alistair
Campbell in 
French prison
Sir,
Re Andrew Edward’s letter 
regarding Alistair Campbell, 
everything suggested in his 
letter has been done, and on 
more than one occasion. 

Mr Brown has been at the 
head of this government for 
more than 10 years, and in 
this time, with the European 
Arrest Warrant, they happily 
signed away our rights to a 
hearing in this country, and 
left any UK citizen liable to 
be taken to any number of 
countries, without the right 
of any sort of a hearing in 
the UK. 

When we asked Alistair’s 
MP and Gordon Brown and 
David Milliband to help all 
we got was feeble replies 
saying we couldn’t get 
involved in the affairs of 
other countries, especially 
galling in the case of Mr 
Milliband who was happy 
enough to send a private jet 
to Guantanamo Bay to bring 
a non-UK citizen to the UK.

I would like to warn any 
UK citizen - if you have any 
sort of problem involving our 
so called European partners, 
do not expect any assistance 
from this government - it has 
proved itself to be spineless 
time and time again.
Duncan Hendry, Culloden 
Moor, Inverness.

Thanks after 
sudden loss
Sir
To the kind people of Connel 
and Oban: 

After the very sudden and 
sad death of our mother and 
sister, Barbara Perrett, on 
Christmas Eve, we would 
like to take this opportunity 
to thank everyone within 
Connel and the surrounding 
area for all their support and 

period for our family.
We have all been astounded 

by the generosity and efforts 
of the local community at this 
time, from copious amounts 
of home baking arriving at 
our family home, the warm 
and loving welcome received 
by our friends and family 
who travelled up from the 
south for the funeral, to all 
those who behind the scenes 
helped in preparing both the 
church and church hall to 
ensure that all was warm, 
welcoming and not too 
slippery for all the guests.

We have all been deeply 
touched by this sense of 
community and cannot thank 
everyone enough for their 
efforts. 

We know that mum would 
have been extremely grateful 
and thankful for all the help 
and support that our family 
has been shown.

Our deepest thanks.
Lynda, David and Heather 
Perrett (children) and 
Janet Lye (sister), c/o Glen 
Park, Connel.

Good
entertainment,
poor venue
Sir,
I wish to comment regarding 
the Hogmanay parties 
and express my absolute 
disappointment at one of the  
events that I attended.

My family, who live in the 
Middle East, Far East and 
England, were on holiday 
in Oban and we decided to 
attend the Hogmanay party 
at the Corran Halls.

It was a party I will never 
forget as the organisation was 
atrocious. Once inside, there 
were posters advising us that 
the bar closed at midnight 
and the selection of drinks 
available was pathetic. 

There were no tables and 
no chairs, although when we 
asked for chairs they were 
found.

I thank the Hogmanay 
organising committee for 
their very good entertainment 
but suggest that the council 
look at how they run their 
hall.
Stephen Clark, Oban. 

Winter roads 
damage
Sir,
Having witnessed 
unprecedented winter 
damage to Scotland’s roads 

that the Scottish government 
is still planning to freeze 
Council Tax which must 
limit essential maintenance. 

This irrational lack of 
income generation also 
compounds their failure to 
tackle overdue upgrading 
of the A82 and A83 which 
have become even more 
vulnerable following 
prolonged seasonal damage.
Dave Petrie, Oban

Family fund 
helps disabled
Sir
During this extremely cold 
weather, families in Scotland 
caring for a disabled child 
might like to know about 
help available from the 
Family Fund. 

Many families need to keep 
their heating on constantly 
to prevent infections or to 
help their child’s mobility. 
When schools close, having 
children home all day means 
further expense. This leaves 
less money for essential items 
such as clothing, bedding or 
a washing machine.

The Family Fund gives 
grants for these things and 
more, including holidays 
and outings, driving lessons, 
recreational equipment and 
toys.

We would welcome 
applications from your 
readers.

Details from www.
familyfund.org or telephone 
0845 130 4542.
Derek Walpole, Chief 
Executive, Family Fund

Minister-elect
DR ROB D Barlow, 
minister-elect for the now-
linked parishes of Kilarrow 
and Kildalton and Oa, will 
be ordained and inducted 
into his island charge in 
Bowmore’s Round Church 
on Thursday, January 28, at 
6:30pm.

The service, conducted 
by representatives from 
the Presbytery of Argyll, 
will also endorse the island 
parish linkage.

A welcoming social will 
follow at the Columba 
church hall at Port Ellen.

The new minister was 
born in Romney Marsh 
in Kent and attended the 
local grammar school at 
Birmingham University.  
He began a career in 
medical research at Oxford 
University as part of a 
multi-disciplinary team that 
established a nationwide 
screening programme for 
abnormalities in pregnancy 

It was through this research 
that women throughout the 
world were encouraged to 
take folic acid supplements 
when they were planning a 
pregnancy.

After 10 years in research, 
Dr Barlow moved into 
industry and helped to set up 
a base for medical diagnostic 
products in North Wales. He 
was then invited to help in 
the design and building of a 

similar facility in Riyadh in 
Saudi Arabia.

In 1998, the family moved 
to the Black Isle with a view 
to running an internet-based 
business offering support 
and self-help products to 
couples trying to have a 
family.

He then went on to train 
as a Church of Scotland 
auxiliary minister before 
deciding to pursue full-time 
ministry. Dr Barlow has a 
grown up family of four, 
three girls and a boy, and 
three grand-children.

He and his wife Gwen 
are looking forward to 
their new ministry in the 
island churches and wider 
community.

Learning centre
THE ARGYLL College 
learning centre at Bowmore 

decade.
It was opened in January 

2000 by the then MSP 
Alasdair Morrison, the 
deputy Minister for the 
Highlands and Islands and 
Gaelic, and now chair of 
MG Alba.

Initially, it had one 
member of staff and catered 
for 51 students. Today, it 
has three staff members and 
utilises a pool of tutors from 
throughout the island. Last 
year, the number of pupils 
studying further education 
totalled 352, with 13 at 

higher education level.
The Islay college is one 

of 15 partners in the UHI 
Millennium Institute, the 
only higher education 
establishment based in the 
Highlands and Islands. 
This enables local people 
to access degree courses 

and without having to leave 
home.

Courses currently on offer 
encompass computing skills, 
digital photography, food 
hygiene, various crafts and 
health and safety training. 
Future planned courses 
include traditional music 
and Gaelic to coincide with 
the ‘Year of Island Culture 
2011’.

‘This will give people 
from throughout Argyll 
the opportunity to come to 
the island and study,’ said 
learning centre manager 
Mairi MacCuaig. ‘It will 
also be a way of working 
together with Ionad Chaluim 
Chille Ile and hopefully the 
presence of visiting students 
will have a knock on effect 
on local businesses,’ she 
added.

The music and Gaelic 
course will begin in August.

Memorial cairn
A MEMORIAL cairn is to 
be erected at Blackrock on 
the shores of Lochindaal 
to commemorate the nine 
RAF personnel who lost 

their lives at this grassy 
knoll when their Sunderland 

night of June 24, 1943.

depth charges on board, was 
returning from a lengthy 
patrol over the north Atlantic 
to its 246 Squadron Coastal 
Command base when the 
crash happened. Only three 
members of the ill-fated 
crew survived.

The proposal for the 
memorial was prompted 
by Squadron Leader Alan 
Deller, formerly in charge of 
the Bowmore base and now a 
Coastal Command historian, 
during a conversation with 
his friend Alastair Shaw 
from Lagavulin. Alastair 
took the matter up with the 
Museum of Islay Life at Port 
Charlotte and the wheels 
were set in motion.

The stone cairn will 
incorporate an inscribed 
granite slab and a simple 
ceremony will mark its 
unveiling.

The site already contains 
a wooden plaque erected by 
Margaret Reid in memory 
of her friend Sgt. Navigator 
Walter Heath who was 
among the dead.

This will remain in situ 
and will be restored as part 
of the commemoration 
project.
Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, 
Bowmore, Islay PA43 7JX. 
Tel: 01496 810 658.

Haiti – why, why, 
why?
ONLY a harsh, heartless 
bully could have watched the 
terrible scenes on television 
from Haiti, and particularly 
in the capital, Port-au-Prince 
,in recent days and not 
been moved by the fragility 
of civilisation against the 
forces of nature when they 
are angry and untamable.

It’s a strange world where 
we can harness certain of the 
elements to allow successful 
space travel but are powerless 
when an earthquake strikes, 
in parts of Asia, America and 
India.

Has temperature anything 
to do with it? 

I’m not a scientist so I don’t 
know the answer but the fact 
that earthquakes, typhoons 
and tornadoes seem to 
occur more frequently in 
areas of the world where 
the temperatures are on 
average much higher than in 
more temperate parts of the 
world could be something 
to do with such natural 
disturbances.

But, why, oh why, are we 
so ill-prepared for their 
occurance?

The most oft-repeated 
phrase recently from those 
living in Haiti is why is the 
aid not arriving? We know 
that because of the proximity 
of the United States there’s 
money, food, transport and 
well-trained army, navy 
and airforce that could do 
wonders in so many ways 
but seem unable to arrive 
swiftly to distribute aid with 
the same celerity that they 
can occupy countries that are 
on their ‘evil’ list. Britain, in 
its usual ponderous manner, 
is generous, has hoardes of 
trained people who want to 
go to help, but get bogged 
down in the administration. 

We seem to breed a 
generation of administrative 
nit-pickers who, when 
they are not running health 
and safety organisations, 
spend their time seeking 

the conundrum: ‘How 
many angels can we get 
on a pin-head?’ I’m sure 
there’s a committee trying 
to determine the answer  
with the additional phrase: 
‘without overcrowding’.

When he have learned to 
abandon such nicities in 
favour of swift, direct action, 
perhaps we will be able to 
save lives both from rubble 
and starvation. 

That said, let me say that 
I’m proud of Oban and Lorn 
Lions who raised more than 
£1,800 in eight hours by 
rattling buckets on George 
Street last Saturday and 
of Dalmally-based Mary’s 
Meals, which gets into the 
aftermath of great disasters 
to feed the children and 
are doing such a wonderful 
work in Africa, having 
started in Romania and 
other Eastern European 
countries when the Soviet 
block disintegrated.

Let’s teach 
planning officers 
common sense
THE current Scottish 
education minister, Mike 
Russell, is the best we’ve 
had for years. 

He has an uncanny knack of 
cutting through the verbiage 

down to calling a spade a 
‘spade’ without needing to 
look up three text books, four 
Statutory Instruments and 42 
Acts of Parliament before 
saying, almost inevitably: 
‘NO!’

My attention has been 
drawn to an absurd, I would 
say infantile if it were not 
so serious a bloomer by a 

The owner of a croft whose 
generosity and kindness 
– two qualities unknown to 
those who yield the planning 
axe – are well known on 
Mull and far beyond made 
available a site for a caravan 
on her croft as there was no 
other site that would take 
such a large van. It houses 
two parents,  four children 
and a newly-born baby. Now, 
you will say – and I agree – 
not the best home for such a 
family but it is, I’m assured, 
a loving, caring, one. It also 
appears to be an anathema 

who reckons that he’ll get rid 
of caravan,  the seven-person 
family and feel pleased with 
himself. He tells the lady 
who let them park their 
caravan that she should read 
the rules governing caravans 
on crofts which are available 
in Oban – he doesn’t even -  
send her a copy of them!

He further tells her to get 
rid of the caravan or she 
will be dealt with under the 
powers invested in him. He 
knows – but doesn’t care 
that there’s no housing in 
Mull at a reasonable rent 
that will accommodate 
seven people but he’s not 
interested. My advice is to 
tell the family to stay where 
they are, force ‘the silly 
man’ to persuade his bosses 
to seek an enforcement order 
and see what kind of press 
he receives which I can 
guarantee will be 100 per 
cent for the family and nil 
for his bosses who, it seems, 
should never have employed 

has ‘no common sense’.

The landfill prize
NOW, here’s a challenge 
to those who can see the 
absurdity of some modern 
designed but totally useless 
objects. Can you better an 

skipping rope, or a singing 
pasta timer? If so, turn to: 
www.enoughness.co.uk for 
details, but  be quick as the 
winner will be announced 
next month.

Opening with a 
difference
A FEATURE of Celtic 
Connections is the opening 
concert when the organisers 
have the task of emulating 
previous opening events 
while at the same time 
introducing an element of 
diversity. 

The latter came from Jim 
Sutherland’s True North 
Orchestra, an ensemble 
originally created for the 
Homecoming 2009 pageant 
Aisling’s Children. This 
ground breaking hand picked 
band comprised 50:50 
folk musicians familiar 
with classical disciplines 
and classical musicians 
well versed in traditional 
music. Under the baton of 
conductor Greg Lawson and 
with the orchestra in casual 
attire this was going to be 
an evening of much greater 
informality than normally 
performed by ensembles 
with so many musicians. 
The orchestra included 
musicians well known to the 
Scottish Traditional scene 
and from their ranks Aidan 
O’Rourke played together 
with his colleagues from 
Lau, Chris Stout gave a 
preview of his forthcoming 
Brazillian Theory Concert 

yes conducted, the National 
Youth Pipe Band. 

Kathleen Macinnes sang 
as did Maura O’Connell 
and Carlos Nunez, the 
ever popular Galician 
piper played a sample of 
what could be expected at 
his concert the following 
evening.

Yes, the festival was once 
again up and running with 
the audience voting that the 
True North Orchestra had a 
future.

Skye Night 
with Arthur 
Cormack
DURING the past 
few seasons of Celtic 
Connections I have attended 
events focussing on one or 
more of our islands and I 
have to be honest and say that 
while some were excellent 
evenings of entertainment 
others fell well below that 
standard.

This year’s Skye Night 
belonged to the former 
category. 

From the outset, when 
Arthur Cormack took to the 
stage, the mood was set for 
an informal evening in a 
relaxed atmosphere. Add to 
that top quality musicians 
performing at the top of 
their game and you will 
appreciate why the capacity 
audience in St Andrew’s in 
the Square were unwilling 
to leave the hall at the end. 

There was something for 
everyone with a variety of 
songs from Kenna Campbell 
and Darren MacLean as well 
as Arthur himself. 

Blair Douglas provided 
accompaniment and of 
course demonstrated 
his expertise by playing 
selections on both accordion 
and piano. 

All of the above were 
named in the Celtic 
Connections programme but 
as with with many events 
at this festival others take 
to the stage, in this case 
Cherry on the Cream. Yes, 
a rather peculiar name, but 
the combination of Angus 
Nicholson on pipes/whistles, 

and Murdo Cameron on 
guitar delighted the audience 
with their foot stomping 
selections.

As a backdrop to the stage 
beautiful photographs of 
Skye, taken by Cailean 
MacLean, had me wondering 
why it is called Eilean a 
Cheo. There was only blue 
sky and certainly no signs of 
the weather which cancelled 
my New Year visit north! 

The audience had many 
with Skye connections in 
attendance together with 
many others but such was 

the nature of the evening 
that there was a friendliness 
typical of a good old 
fashioned ceilidh throughout 
the hall. 

Well done to Arthur & co!

Diary Dates
Thursday January 21:
Maggie MacInnes and 
James Graham Trio , St 
Andrew’s in the Square at 
7.30 pm. Ceol’s Craic, CCA 
at 8.30 pm.
Friday January 22:
Glasgow Uist & Barra 
Association, New Year 
Dance, Glasgow University 
Union, 9 pm – 1 am. Ceol’s 
Craic, CCA at 8.30 pm.
Saturday January 23:
Ceol’s Craic, CCA at 8.30 
pm. Aly Bain and Karen 
Matheson, City Halls at 
7.30 pm. Ceilidh dance 
with Occasionals, Pearce 
Institute at 8 pm.  Glasgow 
Tiree Association Burns’ 
Night, Ralston Community 
Hall, 7.30pm-midnight, Tel 
Morag-Ann Scott 07500 
386852.
Sunday January 24:
Skipinnish 10th birthday 
celebrations, ABC Glasgow 
at 7.30 pm. Songs of 
Scotland (Travel), Universal 
Club at 8 pm.
Monday January 25: St 
Columba’s Women’s Guild 
Scot’s Night at 7.30 pm. 
Songs of Scotland (Eskimo 
and Peace Songs), Universal 
Club at 8 pm.
Tuesday January 26: Songs 
of Scotland (Humorous 
songs), Universal Club at 8 
pm. Mary Ann Kennedy’s 
Global Gathering, BBC 

pm.
Wednesday January 27:
Songs of Scotland (Border 
& Bothy), Universal Club 
at 8 pm.
Thursday January 28:
Glasgow Sutherland 
Association, Burn’s Night, 
Buffs, Dumbarton Road at 
7 pm. Showcase Scotland 
(Fred Morrison, Old Blind 
Dogs, Alyth McCormack 
and The Shee), ABC 
Glasgow at 7.30 pm. Songs 
of Scotland (Traditional), 
Universal Club at 8 pm.
Friday  January 29:
Helensburgh & District 
Highlanders Association, 
ceilidh dance, Commodore 
Hotel at 7.30 pm. Finlay 
MacDonald and friends and 
Mhairi Hall Trio, Strathclyde 
Suite at 7.30 pm. Benbecula 
Night, St Andrew’s in 
the Square at 7.30 pm. 
MacGregor, Brechin and 
O’hEadhra, Tron Theatre at 
8 pm. Session A9 with Kris 
Drever, Old Fruitmarket at 
9 pm.
Saturday January 30: 
Glasgow Islay Association 
Burns’ ceilidh, Maryhill 
Community Hall at 7 pm. 
College of Piping, 60th 
birthday celebrations, Shotts 
& Dykehead and Inveraray/
Stuart Liddell. Motherwell 
& District Highlander’s 
Association ceilidh dance, 
Dalziel St Andrew’s 
Church Hall at 7.30 pm. 
TMSA Young Trad Tour 
with guests from Plockton 
High School, Strathclyde 
Suite at 1 pm. Take the 
Floor, Pearce Institute at 7 
pm. Duncan Chisholm & 
Skaidi, St Andrew’s in the 
Square at 7.30 pm. Griogair 
Labhraidh, City Halls, 
Recital Room at 8 pm.
Sunday January 31: BBC 
Radio Scotland Young 
Traditional Musician of 
the Year, City Halls at 5 
pm. Young Musician of the 
Year 10th birthday  bash, 
Strathclyde Suite at 9 
pm. Peatbog Faeries, Old 
Fruitmarket at 8 pm.

Pub Scene
The Park Bar this weekend 
will feature Campbell 
Brown and Stuart Jackson 
on Friday and Sunday with 
Eriskay Lilt on Saturday 
while in the Islay Inn it will 
be the Pneumatic Drills on 
Friday with the Keelies on 
Saturday.
Neil Murray 
Tel: 01419548105.email:
neilfmurray@yahoo.co.uk

IT HAS long been the case that once voted into power, 
politicians at national level were expected to toe the party 
line. There have been notable exceptions over the years, but 
as genuine characters on the political stage become a rarity, 
the cause of the party regularly takes precedence over the 
view of either an individual or his/her constituents.

This week, the Independent group within Highland Council 
met to discuss why four local Fort William councillors 
voted the way their constituents would have wished them 
to. Perhaps the group should look closely at their collective 
title to give them a hint as to why these four councillors 
found favour at the Fort William polling stations.

Gagging the Fort William four
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Week’s 
Solution

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWORD

HAVING a baby in Oban is 
‘natural and dynamic’ says 
lead midwife Jaki Lambert 
and with more babies being 
born at home or in the Lorn 
and Isles Hospital than ever 
before mums seem to agree.

Home-birth
With some of the highest 

rates of home-birth numbers 
in the country, Lorn and 
the Islands Maternity Unit 
is proving to be a popular 
choice for some of the 200 
mums who choose to have 
their case dealt with in the 
hospital.

‘We want to deliver Lorn 
and Islands babies here 
in Oban and we can offer 
families one of the best 
services in the country. 

‘We are proud of what 
we offer. Our midwives are 
local, responsive and part 
of one of the best maternity 
units in Scotland. 

‘It is the best locality 
to have a baby.’  
 Ms Lambert said: ‘The 
Scottish Government is 
driving forward the concept 
that childbirth should be 
natural and dynamic. 

‘In Oban that means 
that we want things to stay 
as normal as possible for 
women, as close to home as 
possible.

‘We are a 24-hour service 

best service to people in Oban.
 ‘In the majority of cases 
a baby can be delivered 
in Oban where families 

NHS STAFF have been 
praised for their hard 
work and commitment 
to patient care during the 
recent adverse weather 
conditions.

A spokesperson for Lorn 
and Islands Hospital, in 
Oban,  said: ‘I would like 
to thank all our staff for 
their continued hard work 
and dedication to the local 
community.  

‘In particular I would 
like to thank staff for 
struggling into work on 
such treacherous roads 
and in severe weather 
conditions.’

Many staff have had 
treacherous journeys to 
work with some choosing 
to leave the car at home 
and walk in sub zero 
temperatures.  Others have 
chosen to stay overnight 
in NHS centres to ensure 

there is enough staff to 
cover all wards.

Parents have also 
organised last minute 
childcare because of school 
closures.

NHS staff across all of 
the Highlands have been 
commended by Elaine 
Mead, NHS Highland’s 

effort they have put in to 
make sure our patients are 
well cared for over the 
holiday period and during 
the recent bad weather.

‘We really have seen 
everyone pulling together 
and I would want to thank 
them all for putting their 
own enjoyment of the 
festive period second to the 
needs of the service and 
our patients.

‘It really is appreciated.’

NEIGHBOURS are being 
asked to keep an eye on 
each other as the freezing 
weather conditions are set 
to continue.

Neighbourly
Argyll Community 

Housing Association 
(ACHA) has asked 
residents to check on their 
neighbours, particularly 
those who live alone and 
are especially vulnerable.

The association is now 
making attempts to contact 
residents who live alone by 
doing a phone round from 

An ACHA spokesperson 
said: ‘Nothing beats 
neighbours helping 
neighbours and if we can 
get this network going it 
means that anyone who 
is vulnerable during this 
unprecedented spell of 
weather can be helped.’

One ACHA resident, 
who lives in an isolated 
rural area, said she felt very 
reassured that staff had 
been in touch: ‘It gave me 
such a boost to know that 
someone cared.’

The spokesperson added: 
‘The association would ask 
residents to check on their 
neighbours, particularly if 
they haven’t seen them, and 
not to hesitate to contact 

they have any doubts about 
anyone’s wellbeing.’

Argyll and Bute Council 
has issued the same 
message.

A spokesperson said:  ‘If 
you know of anyone who 
might need assistance or 
you think may be at risk 
then please phone either 
your local social work 

Giving birth 
in Oban is all 
about options

can choose to have a safe, 

close to home, or at home.
Options

‘We want to focus on the 

building.’ 
In reality that means a 

logistics nightmare for Jaki 
and her team of staff. But 
she is determined to get it 
right for every woman. 

‘People can have their 
baby where it feels right and 
appropriate for them,’ she 
said.

mean that people have 
to make up their mind in 
advance.

She said: ‘Because it is 
easy for us to carry around 
a full birthing pack women 
can chose to have a home 
birth - it is always an option, 
even at the last minute.’ 
 Jaki also believes that 
looking after mum and baby 
is only part of the plan.

contact for women – we offer 
services from pregnancy 
tests all the way through to 
post-natal care and beyond.       
 ‘Our job is not only about 
delivering babies but also 
about supporting parents to 

trying to prevent problems or 

being there for people who 
need us right from the start.’
 Midwifery it seems has 
moved out of the labour ward 
and into the community.

Midwifery comes 
out of the labour 
ward and into 
the community

NHS staff praised for 
their committment

‘Neighbours helping 
neighbours’ plea as more 
cold weather is forecast

ACHA contact numbers: Oban, Lorn & Isles 
01631 567962; Mull 01688 301025; Mid Argyll 
01546 604800; Kintyre 01586 559055; Islay 01496 
301312.

Social work numbers:  Dunoon 01369 708900; Bute 
01700 501300; Helensburgh and Lomond 01436 
658750; Kintyre 01586 559050; Mid Argyll 01546 
462462; Oban, Lorn and the Isles 01631 567800 
(adults) or 01631 562892 (children).

A RARE collection of 18th 
and 19th century travel books 
belonging to the Northern 
Lighthouse Heritage Trust 
has been sold for more than 
£300,000.

The books were sold 
to raise funds to preserve 
other items in the trust’s 
library, including records 
by lighthouse builder 
Robert Stevenson, who’s 
son Alan designed and built 
Skerryvore lighthouse off 
Tiree.

The trust was set up 
to oversee the Northern 
Lighthouse Board’s library, 
collected by commissioners 
of the board since the mid-
19th century.

One rare book of maps from 

Baudin fetched £32,000 
at the Lyon and Turnbull 
auction in Edinburgh.

An early 19th century 
atlas of Australia by voyager 
Matthew Flinders sold 
for £14,000. The book’s 
publication was delayed 
when the voyager was jailed 

home and it was published 
on the day he died in 1814. 

Other books auctioned 
included Captain Cook’s 
voyages around the 

Nile.
The total of £314,800 

raised was welcomed by 
Peter Mackay of the heritage 
trust.

mean that the trustees will 
have the funds to pay for 
the care and conservation 
of books within our library, 
along with other historical 
artifacts in our care,’ he 
said.

Auctioneers Lyon and 
Turnbull said it was a rare 
honour to sell such a large 
collection of ‘wonderful 
books in superb condition’. 

company’s rare book 

specialist, said: ‘This is a 
great result for the trust. It 
is rare that a collection of 
18th and 19th century travel 
books, depicting some of 
history’s great voyages, 
comes up for sale.’

The Northern Lighthouse 
Board, which has a depot 
in Oban,  receives no 
government money and 
is funded by fees paid by 
commercial ships and large 

British ports. 

A total of £314,800 raised by the auction sale of books

Rare book auction nets
Northern Lighthouse Heritage 
Trust more than £300,000

Book of maps from 
1815 by explorer 
Nicolas Baudin 
fetches £32,000

FURTHER efforts are being 

on community councils up 
and down Argyll and Bute.

community councils are 
the only ones with a full 
complement of councillors 
so another by-election 
is to be held in March to 
encourage more people to 
get involved.

not need to stand again for 
election, but nominations for 
vacancies are being asked 
for.

The closing date for 
nominations is 4pm on 
January 28 and to stand for 
election, candidates must 
reside in the area of their 
community council.

Nomination Packs are 
available from Argyll and 
Bute Council ServicePoints 
located in the main towns 
across Argyll and Bute, 
online at www.argyll-bute.
gov.uk/communitycouncils 
or by calling 01546 603264.

Argyll and Bute Council 
Leader Dick Walsh said: 
‘I strongly encourage 
anyone with an interest in 
contributing to their local 
community to consider 
standing for election as a 
community councillor in this 
year’s elections.’

Only
Appin and 

community
council
success

Jaki Lambert, lead midwife at Lorn and Islands Hospital is proud of the services offered in Oban. 16_t04jaki1

Lead midwife Jaki Lambert is joined by midwife Liz 
Crawford and student nurse Julie Thomas. Jaki and 
her team believe that looking after mum and baby is 

only a small part of the midwifery role. 16_t04jaki02

Colonsay says 
thanks to Captain 
Mac
A SPECIAL presentation 
of an engraved carriage 
clock was made last week to 
Captain Duncan McIntosh, 
founder of Loganair, by 
the ‘People and Friends of 
Colonsay.’

Duncan McIntosh, often 
affectionately known as 
‘Captain Mac’, had had long 

during the war, before he 
set up Loganair to serve the 
islands and Highlands of 
Scotland.

Loganair provided a 
literally life-saving service 
to remote places such as 
Colonsay, often putting 
the pilot’s skills to the 

complicated air strips, not to 
mention awkward weather 
conditions.

The air ambulance service 

the pilots provided saved 
many lives in many places, 
including Colonsay.

Last Thursday’s 
presentation was actually 
made by young Barbara 
Clark, who owes her 

McIntosh.  Her mother was 

with complications before 
Barbara’s birth.

Before the presentation 
Dougie McGilvary, who 
organised the occasion, 
made a short speech 
telling of some of Duncan 

of the local community’s 
appreciation of the service 
he provided. 
Radio Station seeks 
premises in Oban 
for 1986 start
ARGYLL’S own community 
radio station, Radio Argyll, 

last Wednesday.
The station will be based 

in Oban and the BBC, with 
the co-operation of Argyll 
and Bute District Council, 
is currently looking for 
suitable premises for the 
studios.

Radio Argyll, like BBC 
Scotland’s other community 
radio stations, will opt 
out of Radio Scotland for 
up to an hour everyday, 
providing a service of 
news, information and local 
interest programmes.

Sean Taylor, head of radio 
Scotland, said:  ‘During 
the past seven years BBC 
Scotland has established 

stations – in Shetland, 
Orkney, the Western Isles, 
Dumfries and Galloway and 
the Borders – and it is clear 
that the service they provide 
is greatly appreciated by the 
listeners.

Fire puts two Kyle 
stores out of action
of Lochalsh destroyed the 
Pioneer Stores, a Main Street 
landmark across whose 
counters goods were sold all 
this century and earlier.

The Saturday morning 
dawn blaze also damaged 

door which will be unable to 
trade for some time.

The Pioneer Stores owner 
Mr Murdo MacRae and his 

out, and Coop manager 
Robert Fairburn and his son 

were all unharmed.
The Kyle Fire Brigade 

were called out on the 
Sunday night when a council 

Nicolson Terrace resulted in 
a mother and two children 
having to quit their home.

Across
7 Game areas (7,6)
8 Marbel mausoleum (3,5)
9 Clothing (4)
10 Imitation (7)
12 Excitement (5)
14 Musical composition (5)
16 Due to the fact that (7)
19 At liberty (4)
20 Name given to synthetic fertilisation (4,4)
22 Thoughtfulness (13)

Down
1 Heard at the end of a passage (4)
2 Former associate (6)
3 Not at sea (7)
4 Fleet (5)
5 Guide (6)
6 Final plays (8)
11 Domestic (8)
13 Receptive (7)
15 Smartly attired (6)
17 Shrewd (6)
18 Watch your work closely... (5)
21 ...whilst knitting this? (4)
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VAUXHALL CORSA 1.6 SPORT
T Reg, 3 dr, clean and tidy 
wee car, alloy wheels, cd 
player, MOT till March & 

tax Feb 2010. 
Email:

danh1992@hotmail.co.uk
Phone: 01855 831341

£1000 o.n.o.

£6300

With Honda 90HP outboard engine, 
Full Service History, Excellent Condition.

Telephone: 
07787 825891

5½ METRE 
OSPRAY RIBWANTED

LANDROVER SERIES 1 PRE 1958, 
WITH V5 DOCUMENT, 

ANY CONDITION CONSIDERED, 
FAIR PRICE PAID.

Tel: 01496 302483 or Mob: 07732571273

FORD TRANSIT 80 
SWB VAN

For Spares or Repair

Telephone: 
07771 931 849

£400 o.n.o.

£1950 o.n.o.

NISSAN CABSTAR PICK UP
02 reg, 2.7 diesel, 12 months MOT, 
Power Steering, 13ft body, 4 good 

tyres, Good condition for year, 
Good work horse.

Telephone: 
07799 164311

CHEVROLET 3LT 
PICK UP

£7500
2007, metallic green, Ifor Williams canopy, load liner, 

tow bar and new tyres,
56,000 miles, beautiful condition.

Tel: 01583 441211

£2500

Excellent condition.

Telephone: 
07721 753650

ATLAS FESTIVAL SUPER 
35X12 3 BEDROOM CARAVAN

£2550 o.n.o.

VAUXHALL COMBO 1.3 CDTI VAN
ex Royal Mail, 42,250 
miles, 2005 model, 

MOT mid August/ taxed 
December. 

Good condition.

Telephone: 
01852 314344

£2495 no offers

4X4 Estate Reg  Feb 02, silver, charcoal trim, alloys, 
air con, cd, 2 owners, 108k, fsh, long mot, excellent 

condition throughout.

Telephone: 
07802188288

SUBARU FORRESTER
2 LITRE SPORT

56 TOYOTA HI-LUX Invincible, double cab pick-up, met green, leather, manual, 40k £11,950
07 MITSUBISHI Shogun SWB, Equipe commercial, full spec, e/pack, alloys, air con, black, 40k  £12,950
07 MITSUBISHI L200 Animal, double cab, auto, sat nav, leather, black,  £11,450
07 MITSUBISHI L200 Animal double cab pick up, manual, full spec, leather,  roll bars, black, 20k  £11,950
57 MITSUBISHI L200 Warrior double cab pick up, manual, full spec, black, 20k  £11,950
56 MITSUBISHI L200 Warior double cab, met grey, leather, canopy, 27k £11,450
56 MITSUBISHI L200 Warrior, double cab pick up, full spec, e/pack, alloys, silver £9,950
56 MITSUBISHI L200 single cab, 4WD, pick up, black, 40k £7,950
06 MITSUBISHI Shogun Sport Commercial 5 dr, silver, 38k £6,950
56 MITSUBISHI L200 DID double cab pick –up, silver, canopy £7,950
06 MITSUBISHI L200 Animal, double cab pick-up black, 30k, leather £8,950
06 MITSUBISHI L200, did, double cab pick-up, white, 29k,  £6,950
06 MITSUBISHI L200, double cab pick –up, met. blue, 20k, choice £6,950
55 MITSUBISHI L200 Animal double cab pick up, full spec, leather, canopy, black  £7,950
05 MITSUBISHI Shogun, SWB, commercial, e/pack, alloys, silver, 60k £6,450
01 MITSUBISHI Shogun SWB Commercial, 3 door, 4 WD, red, e/pack, 70k £3,250
01 MITSUBISHI L200 4Life, double cab pickup, met green, e/pack towbar 90k £2,750
07 NISSAN Navara Outlaw double cab pick up, full spec, alloys, cruise control, black, 50k  £10,450
07 NISSAN Navara King Cab pick-up, silver, alloys, air con,  £9,650
07 NISSAN Navara D22 double cab, 4WD, e/pack, alloys, canopy, towbar, silver, high miles.   £5,950
06 NISSAN NAVARA   king cab pick up, 2.5 Dci, new shape, white  £7,750
07 FORD Transit 350 115LX, LWB, hightop van, silver, 6 speed, e/pack, choice  £8,450
07 FORD Ranger, single cab pick up, 4WD, new shape, silver, canopy,  £8,450
06 FORD Ranger,  double cab pick up, silver, canopy, air con, 40k,  £6,450
06 FORD Transit 350, alloy drop-side, mobile workshop, hiab, generator, tool boxes, silver, £8,950
55 FORD Transit 350 double cab tipper pick up, blue, towbar, 50k £6,650
55 FORD Ranger,  Super Cab pick-up, 2WD, 14k, as new   £5,950
07 SANTANA Station Wagon crew cab,  SP10 LWB,  met blue, 9k, no vat, £8,950 
07 SANTANA Station Wagon ,  SP10 LWB,  9 seater, 18k, no vat, £8,950
98 NEW HOLLAND  95 wheeled excavator, 4 in 1 bucket, 4 wd, 4000 hrs, very clean. £14,950
03 DAEWOO DSL602 Skid Steer, Q hitch bucket, 400 hours, very clean £7,950

17.5%

2 BEDROOM, 
MAIN DOOR 

FLAT.
Central Oban

Fully furnished
£500 pcm + Bills

No D.S.S. smoking 
or pets

Tel: 07808092864

FLAT TO RENT
CENTRAL 

LOCATION  OBAN

2 Bedrooms
fully furnished

£535 per month + bills
No DSS

Contact
07881857135
07917430293

Solicitors
KINTYRE ESTATE AGENCY

Castlehill, Campbeltown, 
Argyll, PA28 6AR

Telephone (01586) 552317 
Fax (01586) 554719

(24-Hour Answering Service)

57 Lochnell Street, Lochgilphead, 
Argyll, PA31 8JN

Telephone (01546) 602581
E-mail:

mail@cdm-law.co.uk

FOR SALE
11B CALTON AVENUE, CAMPBELTOWN

This is a semi-detached dwelling house on two floors comprising 
hallway, living room, kitchen, three bedrooms and bathroom.  Gas 
central heating.  Garden ground to front and rear of property.

C & D Mactaggart Making your 
holiday cottage
work harder 
for you

Ask
for our free

comprehensive
owner

information
pack

Call our property recruitment team on:
0845 268 0555
or visit:
www.letmycottage.co.uk

£2000 o.n.o.

March 2003, 2 owners, excellent condition, 27,000 
miles, 4 months mot, 6 months tax, central locking, 

front electric windows.

Telephone: 
07837 920066

FIAT PUNTO 1.2 
ACTIVE

WANTED
ANY 4X4 VEHICLE, LANDROVER 90 
OR 110, TOYOTA HILUX, NISSAN, 
MITSIBISHI ETC, HIGH MILEAGE,

WILL TRAVEL. 
Tel: 07864 035750 £17,000 o.n.o.

FISHER FREEWARD 25FT YACHT
Exceptional Condition. 

Reluctant sale. New engine 
2008. In mast reefing 

– furling jib. Hot air heat-
ing. Lots of extras.

Ready to sail.

Telephone: 
01770 601319

£950 o.n.o.

FORD ESCORT VAN 2001 
Clean example of a 

VAT free commercial.
Taxed and tested and ready to go. 
Towbar/Electrics and factory fitted 

bulkhead with metal grill.
 Less than average miles at 94k.

Just had oil/filter change.

Tel.01770 
(Arran) 870365

£5500 o.n.o.

PEUGEOT 207S
Owned from brand new, one lady owner. 
Everything is up to date. Comes with new 

set of wheel trims. Very sought after car due 
to the economical climates. 6 Months Road 
tax and Manufactures Warranty runs out 

June 2010. Honest reason for sale

Telephone: 
01770 (Arran) 

870371
£3650 o.n.o.

MITSUBISHI L200 ANIMAL DOUBLE CAB PICK UP

Taxed & MOT Nov ‘10. 
Only used privately.

Electric windows, 
aircon, alloys, 

2 brand new tyres.

Telephone: 
07796343196

Tel: 01292 880080/880440
www.sandsservices.co.ukS & S SERVICES SUBARU See the range of new Subaru and Isuzu vehicles at our 

roadshow this Saturday and Sunday in Tesco, Oban. 
Contact John Spicer 07831 808702 to arrange a test drive

UNIT TO LET 
WITH LARGE YARD 

SPACE/PARKING,
Lynn Road, Oban.

Contact Iain on 
01631 566476

TO LET CENTRAL OBAN
3 Bed House  £575 pcm
3 Bed Flat      £550 pcm

Letting Rooms  £70 per week

Tel: Jill on 07787434738 
or 0141 8876097

West Coast
Property Guide

www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk
Sell your property online at our new website:

HOUSE FOR 
RENT

Large 3 bedroom 
bungalow in rural 

location near Taynuilt, 
double glazed, central 
heating, garage and 

garden, £600 pcm plus 
council tax.

Telephone 
01866 822736TRENT PROPERTY SERVICES

Telephone: 07798 618607

Furnished/unfurnished 
1, 2 and 3 bedroomed fl ats NOW AVAILABLE
Prices from £175 per month ex Council Tax

Short and Long Term Leases available
DHSS welcome • No deposit required

Letting properties in Campbeltown

RENAULT 
W.D Semple

Inveraray &
Lochgilphead

Tel. 01499 302150

SUBARU 
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TOYOTA 
Helensburgh
5 John Street,
Helensburgh
Tel. 01436 672779
www. helensburgh.toyota.co.uk

VOLKSWAGEN 
Hawco
Caol, Fort William
Tel. 01397 700900
www.hawco.volkswagen.co.uk

TO PROMOTE
YOUR NEW CAR DEALERSHIP

PLEASE CALL: 
01631 568000

HELENSBURGH 
HONDA

www.helensburghhonda.co.uk
101 East Clyde Street

Helensburgh, G84 7PJ
Tel: 01436 675 777

TO LETCOMMERCIAL FOR SALE WANTED

Tel 01631 566370 , Oban

Oban Skip Hire Ltd are offering a new service 
to accept or collect end of life vehicles (ELV’s) 
throughout Argyll. DVLA notification. Safely 
de-polluted and recycled at our Oban Waste 
Transfer Station Licence no WML/N/220307

SCRAP CAR 
DISPOSAL

T

To advertise your car in Drive Times telephone 01631 568000
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INCREASED optimism 
within the Scottish sheep 
sector over recent months 
has led to calls for greater 
attention to be paid to animal 
nutrition, resulting in better 
margins.

It has also led to a new guide 
for sheep farmers.

Improved prices and better 
prospects for Scottish lamb 
have added value to any 
improvements in production 

The key to more and better 
lambs per ewe is proper 
feeding and better nutrition. 

A new, accessible guide 
from Scottish Agricultural 
College (SAC), pulls together 
the latest information on 

strategies that are most likely 
to give a better return.

SAC sheep specialist John 
Vipond said: ‘This guide 
should prove especially 
useful in a year when sheep 
feeding has started earlier 
than planned. 

‘In fact farmers should pay 
year round attention to detail 
in their feeding to get the 
best out of their ewes.’

The booklet was written 
following an SAC knowledge 
transfer workshop for 
the feed industry held in 
Edinburgh. Delegates were 
told we now know that 
proper nutrition, from as 
early in life as an embryo 
or egg, can affect a sheep’s 
lifetime performance. 

The 30 page, colour 
guide was written by SAC 
specialists John Vipond, 
Colin Morgan and Tom 
McEvoy with help from 
other industry experts. 

It has been designed for 
busy farmers with each 
subject area available on its 
own two pages. 

‘Maximising lamb survival 
will be more important than 
ever this year,’ said John 
Vipond. ‘The release of this 
new information is very 
timely.’

A WORKING group has been 
set up to help Scottish farm-
ers affected by the collapse of 
buildings due to the weight of 
the recent snow.

Up to 200 farm buildings 
collapsed or suffered serious 
damage in the recent big 
freeze.

In one incident in 
Aberdeenshire, a man was 
rescued and taken to hospital 
after a large cattle shed 
collapsed, killing some of 
the cattle.

Rural Affairs Secretary 
Richard Lochhead said 
action was needed.

The working group will 
be made up of industry 
bodies, technical experts and 
insurers.

Mr Lochhead said: ‘The 
recent weather has caused 
serious problems across the 
whole of Scotland, but none 
more so than in our rural 
areas.

‘Snow damage to 
agricultural buildings will 
leave affected farmers in a 

‘I am keen to explore 
options and consider what 
further support we can 
offer.’ 

UNITED Auctions sold 6,160 prime sheep including 
4,946 hoggs and 1,214 ewes and rams at Stirling last 
Thursday.

Texel hoggs from Ballinloan sold to £99.50 and 
223p per kilo from Lochmill, while Suffolks from 
Guardswell fetched £90 and to 204p per kilo from 
Drumharrow.Texel ewes from Carriston sold to £165; 
with Suffolks from  Ayton selling to £140.  

Mule ewes from Ardtornish sold to £94. 

DINGWALL and  Highland 
Marts, sold 2,782 store sheep 
including the annual sale of 
128 cast rams at Dingwall 
when due to adverse weather 
conditions, numbers were 
well back on the correspond-
ing sale of last year. 

In line with the prime sheep 
trade throughout the country 
all classes met an extremely 
strong demand, with sale 
averages almost double on 
last year.

Lambs averaged £61.83 and 
sold to £155 for a Cheviot 
ram lamb from Ousdale, 
Berriedale.

Ewes averaged £70.72 and 
sold to £148 for Texels from 
The Cloy, Fortrose.

Rams averaged £89.52 and 
sold to £230 for a Cheviot 
from Davoch, Rogart while 
feeding sheep averaged 
£49.81 and sold to £81 for 
a Cheviot from Sandside 
Estate, Thurso.

OBAN is to host one of a 
programme of public meet-
ings being held as part of an 
Inquiry into Future Support 
for Agriculture in Scotland, 
by Brian Pack.

Mr Pack is to make recom-
mendations to the Scottish 

support to agriculture and 
rural development can best be 
tailored to deliver the Scottish 
Government’s purpose of sus-

tainable economic growth.
The work will allow the 

Scottish Government to take 
informed policy decisions 
which shape the future direc-
tion of agricultural support 
payments in Scotland.

The meetings are being held 
as part of the consultative 
phase of the Inquiry and will 
take place at various locations 
across the country following 
publication of the Inquiry’s 

interim report. 
Mr Pack said: ‘These 

meetings will give me the 
opportunity to explain the 
thinking that has gone into the 
interim report and to listen to 
the views of individual farmers 
and industry organisations. 

‘Those views will play an 
important part in shaping the 

and I would encourage as 
many people as possible to get 

along to their local meeting.’ 
On Tuesday, February 2, 

the venue will be the Ramada 
Inverness Hotel; Wednesday, 
February  3 – Benbecula – 
Dark Island Hotel; Thursday, 
February 4 – Stornoway 
– Caberfeidh Hotel.

On  Monday, February 15 it 
will be the turn of the Corran 
Halls, Oban and on Tuesday, 
February 16, the Dewars 
Centre, Perth.

UNITED Auctions sold 1024 
store cattle, 46 young bulls, 
141 cast cows and 2,434 
store sheep at Stirling last 
Wednesday.

Bullocks averaged 183.57p 
(-3.02p) and sold to 239.5p 
per kg for a 167kg Limousin 
cross from West Park and 
£1,240 for a 709kg Charolais 
cross from Holehouse.

Heifers averaged 173.4p (-
5.86) and sold to 203p per kg 
for a 298kg  Charolais cross 
from Birkenhead and £1,060 
for a 650kg Charoalis cross  

from Victoria.
Young bulls averaged 

176.61p and sold to 208.6p 
per kg for a 326kg Charolais 
cross from Langbank and 
£740 for 440kg Limousin 
cross from Altewan.

Cast cows averaged 
103.21p and sold to 151.3p 
for a Simmental cross from 
Mountquhanie and £995 
for a Limousin cross and a 
British Blue cross from Back 
O’Muir and Kepculloch.

The sheep sale also 
featured 364 stock ewes 

and gimmers sold off Mr A 
Currie, Benthead, selling to 
a top of £170 for a pen of 22 
Mule gimmers.

Grit Mule ewes off 
Benthead sold to £166; 
£165 and £163 while grit 
Texel cross gimmers fetched 
£168, with Texel cross ewes 
to £165.

Suffolk hoggs from 

with Texel crosses from 
Daldravig to £81. Blackface 
hoggs from Outerwards sold 
to £68.50.

DINGWALL 
Dingwall and 
Highland Marts
Lambs:
SuffolkX: South Balkeith, 
Tain, £91; 
TexelX: South Balkeith, and 
15 Balnadelson, Lairg, £87; 
Cheviot: Brabster Farm, 
Canisbay, £85.50; 
BeltexX: Achanalt Farm Part-
nership, Achnasheen, £81; 
MeatlinkX: Crakaig Estate, 
Helmsdale, £75; 
Zwarble: Towerhill, Thurso, 
£74.50;
Cross: South Balkeith, Tain, 
£74;
Texe l :  Brabs t e r  Fa rm, 
£73.50;
Blackface: Drumgask, Lag-
gan, £70; 
Ryeland: 116 Knockarthur, 

Rogart, £67.
Ewes:

-
mahomack, £144; 
Texel: Woodside, Muir of Tar-
radale, £138; 
Charmoise: Milton of Cul-
loden, Inverness, £130; 
SuffolkX: Lower Seafield, 
£130;
Cheviot: South Balkeith, 
£118; 
Charollais: Allanglach, North 
Kessock, £115; 

HlafBred: Lochdhu, Nairn, 
£100;
Cross: Viewbay, Munlochy, 
£99;
Blackface: Drumgask, £84; 
Lleyn: Corrimony, Glen Ur-
quhart, £83.
Rams:
Cheviot: Davoch, £220; 

Texel: Ballachraggan, Kil-
dary, £140; 
Blackface: Stromecarronach, 
Lochcarron, £118; 
Zwarble: Muirton, Munlochy, 
£110; 
Suffolk: Balintore Farms, 
Fearn, £92; 
Swaldale:  Orbost, Skye, 
£82.
Wedders: 
Blackface: Shewglie, Glenur-
quhart, £78; 
Cross: Corriebheinn, Portree, 
£77;
Cheviot: 2 Digg, Staffin, 
£71.
STIRLING
United Auctions
Bullocks:
Up to 250kg  Corsencon £495, 
West Park 239.5p; 
251-300kgs- Sorn Mains 

£660, 237p; 
301-350kgs – Low Polquheys 
£730, 221.9p; 
351-400kgs – Pennymore 
£825, 211p; 
401-450kgs – Castlehill £860, 
Muirpark 205.5p;
451-500kgs – Sauchrie Mains 
£925, Pennymore 203.1p; 
501-550kgs – Sauchrie Mains 
£995, West Mains 184.8p; 
551-600kgs – Scotstoun 
Park £1070, Sauchrie Mains 
182.3p;
601-650kgs  - Holehouse 
£1170, 182.5p; 
651-700kgs – Holehouse 
£1100, 165.7p; 
700kgs+ -Holehouse £1240, 
174.9p.
Heifers:                                                                               
Up to 250kg  High Milndovan 
£455, 194.4p; 
251-300kg- Birkenhead £605, 

203p;
301-350kgs –  Low Polquheys 
£645, 198.5p; 
351-400kgs – Elmscleugh 
£765, 191.3p; 
401-450kgs – Sauchrie Mains 
£840, 190.9p; 
451-500kgs – Harehead £900, 
West Park 187.5p; 
501-550kgs – Victoria £910, 
176.5p;
551-600kgs – West Park £880, 
158.3p;
601kgs+ - Victoria £1060, 
163.1p.
Young Bulls:
Up to 250kgs Balcorrach 
£430, 177p; 
251-300kg – Balcorrach £520, 
199.2p;
301-350kg – Langbank £680, 
208p;
351-400kg – Altewan £730, 
194.1p;

401-450kg – Altewan £740, 
168.2p.
OTM bulls:
Bogside (BB) £1350; South 
Kirklane (Cha) £1290; West 
Lethans (AA) £1190; Muir-
park (Lim) £1030.
Sheep
Hoggs;
Ashfield (Suff) £82.50; 
Daldravig (TexX) £81; Out-

(Mule) £77; Dalfoil (Mule) 
and  Ardmaleish (TexX) 
£76;  Drumnessie (Mule) 
£71; Auchnafree (Chev) £70; 
Outerwards (BF) £68.50; 
Pitcastle (BF) £67.50; Ro-
romore (BF) £65.50; West 
Tandlemuir (BF) £62.
Rams; Garvie (Tex) £140; 
(Suff) £136; Ballikinrain 
(Btex) £99; Milton of Ardtaln-
aig (BF) £85; Jaw (BF) £83.

AN INVERARAY man who 
has worked for the Argyll 
Estates, Inveraray, for 45 
years has been honoured 
with a long-service medal 
by the Royal Highland and 
Agricultural Society. 

Peter MacArthur has 
worked in various estate 

roles, including helping 
with the netting station at 
the salmon draught in the 
early years to general estate
maintenance and forestry 
work.

He was presented with the 
long-service medal by Iona, 
Duchess of Argyll, at an 

Inveraray Castle reception. 
His Grace, the Duke of 

Argyll, congratulated Peter. 
He said: ‘Peter has 

worked his entire life on 
the Inveraray Estate and it 
is important to recognise 
the hard work, commitment 
and loyalty which Peter has 

given to the Argyll family 
over the years.’ 

Peter is a well-known 
member of the Inveraray 
community and as a local 
church elder he can be seen 
in his kilt every Sunday at 
the door of Inveraray Parish 
Church.

Award for Inveraray Estate worker

The Duke of Argyll and Iona, Duchess of Argyll held a reception at Inveraray Castle to celebrate Peter 
MacArthur’s 45 years of hard work on the estate. 

New guide 
encourages
better sheep 
nutrition

Market reports

Working 
group to 
look at snow 
damage

Mule gimmers from 
Benthead dispersal  
sell to £170 at Stirling

Oban’s Corran Halls to host Inquiry into Future 
Support for Agriculture in Scotland meeting

Bad weather 
affects sale 
numbers at 
Dingwall

Texels to £99.50 at Stirling

Island’s
bee reserve 
could save 
species
Colonsay’s Black Bees need 
to be protected against 
inter-breeding and disease

THE more remote islands of 
Scotland’s west coast could 
be key to the survival of our 
native honey bee species. 

An island beekeeper who 
has reintroduced and nurtured 
a Black Bee population on 
the Isle of Colonsay since 
1976 is stepping up his 
campaign for the island to 
be made a recognised bee 
reserve.

Andrew Abrahams now 
has 50 hives of pure Blacks 
on Colonsay and the 
neighbouring small island of 
Oransay and he believes the 
remoteness of these islands 
helps protect them from 
cross-breeding with foreign 
and imported species. 

However, he fears that 
geography alone may not 

protection measures. 
‘I become ever more 

frustrated and fearful that 
someone might move to the 
island and bring foreign bees 
and exotic bee diseases,’ he 
said.

In 2005, restrictions on the 
movement of bee stocks to 
Colonsay and other areas 
under varroa legislation 
were lifted, when Scotland’s 
islands were included within 
the statutory infected area 

Nationally, the bee 
population is now facing 
crisis from foulbrood, a 
disease presently devastating 
bee stocks in Perthshire and 
around the Inverness area - 
and colony collapse disorder, 
which Mr Abrahams believes 
could be accelerated by the 
inter-mingling of different 
species of bee. 

He said banning people 
from bringing non-native 
bees to the Isle of Colonsay 
would keep stocks pure and 
preserve them for future 
generations.

Mr Abrahams added: 
‘The creation of a honey 
bee sanctuary, along with 
the conservation of rare 
bumble bees and stingless 

the wildlife conservation 
tourism that is the future of 
Colonsay’s economy. 

‘What frustrates me most 
is that no-one opposes 
the idea of a reserve. 
Support comes from all 
beekeeping organisations, 
conservation organisations, 
scientists, Peter Peacock 
MSP campaigns tirelessly 
in the Scottish Parliament, 

ministers express enthusiasm. 
It seems like an open goal.  
Yet on the ground little gets 

legislation.’
Despite the threats to 

native bees, they are not 
protected by many existing 
conservation measures, 

as both domestic and wild 
animals.

Mr Abrahams said his 
proposals had been passed 
between government 
departments for the past four 
years with no decision being 
taken.

01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL : BEST PRICES

TIMBER DIRECT
FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland 

Delivery available
For a competitive quote

please
call

COVENTRY
for FENCING

BATESON 
LIVESTOCK

TRAILER

£1300
o.n.o.

Telephone: 
01397 772 333

10ft x 5ft complete 
with sheep decks.

Very good condition
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LOCHABER College UHI 
has teamed up with organisa-
tions in Kinlochleven to host 
a ‘South Lochaber communi-
ty event’ at The Leven Centre 
on Saturday February 27. 

Representatives from 
Kinlochleven Library, 
Kinlochleven Community 
Trust (KCT), The Leven 
Centre and other local groups 
will join college staff for the 
open day.

Moira Hartley of KCT said: 
‘Please drop by with your 
family and join us for a chat, 
tea and coffee and home 
baking.

‘This is your opportunity 

in your community and give 

opinion and needs. 
‘Let us know what you 

would like to see in place at 
the college and in your com-
munity.’

For further information on 
the South Lochaber commu-
nity event, which runs from 
from 10am to 1pm, contact 
Katie.Daynes@lochaber.uhi.
ac.uk.

LOCHABER golf enthusiasts 
will get their chance to test 
their knowledge of the sport 
at a special golf quiz to be 
held at the Dragon’s Tooth 
Golf Club at Ballachulish 
next Friday evening (Janu-
ary 29).

To book a table for the golf 
quiz event, which will be held 
in The Gathering Place, email 
dragonstooth@live.co.uk or 
phone 01855 811 695. 

IT WAS no shaggy dog story 
at Lochyside Primary School 
last Wednesday when staff 
and pupils assembled to hear 
how a working collie from 
the Isle of Skye had been 
saved from a life of misery.

Lochaber Scottish SPCA 
officer Dawna Connolly 
brought 12-year-old Bess 
along to the school to dem-
onstrate how the charity’s 
work can be a lifesaver for 
thousands of animals every 
year.

Ms Connolly told her audi-
ence how the Scottish SPCA 
had received an anonymous 
phone call from an Isle of 

Skye resident to say a dog 
was being kept locked up in 
a farm shed.

-
mote farm to be told Bess 
had developed cancer, leav-
ing her unable to herd sheep. 
The farmer admitted he had 
kept Bess locked in a shed 

she had ‘no walks or love 
and attention’, said Ms Con-
nolly.

Bess was taken to the Scot-
tish SPCA’s rescue centre at 
Inverness and when no-one 
came forward to look after 
her, Dawna decided to give 
the loving collie a home.

Three operations and two 
years later the cancer has 
gone and Bess now accom-
panies Dawna on her duties, 
which include presentations 
to schools on the charity’s 
work. Lochyside head teach-
er Violet Smith told The 
Oban Times P3/4 had pro-
duced a calendar for sale as 
an enterprise project and P3 
pupil Anya Richardson sug-
gested money raised should 
go to the Scottish SPCA. 

‘All the rest of the chil-
dren were in agreement. 

and presented the cheque to 
Dawna.’
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Lochyside primary show 
support for animal charity
Pupils meet working collie Bess    
as they present cheque for £200

A FORT William woman 
has celebrated 20 years with 
Lochaber Citizens Advice 
Bureau after joining the 
organisation as a volun-
teer back in 1989 through 
a simple suggestion from a 
friend.

Mabel Wallace, from Up-
per Achintore, has dealt with 
thousands of people in her 
time as a volunteer with the 
service – and is proud of Lo-
chaber CAB’s role in helping 
individuals and families fac-
ing desperate problems such 
as consumer debt.

Mabel, who also serves on 
Citizens Advice Scotland’s 
information committee at 

-
burgh, has seen big changes 
in her paid role over the 
years.

Her present post is bureau 

administrator, but she still 
puts in volunteering hours 
as well.

‘It has been quite a journey,’ 
Mabel told The Oban Times. 
‘I started my service with the 
CAB through an invitation 
from a very good friend, and 
it has been a fascinating and 
enjoyable experience.

‘I would like to invite any 
Oban Times readers to seri-
ously consider serving the 
Lochaber community doing 
this type of volunteering. 
You don’t have to sign up to 
20 years - it certainly wasn’t 
my intention!’

an advice worker on Tues-
days and Thursdays. Then 
in 1990 the service moved 
from 44 High Street to the 
present location on Dudley 

Road, operating in a small 
section of what was the old 
library building, with WRVS 
and Lochaber Council street 
cleansing department as fel-
low tenants.

In 1991, she applied for and 
was successful in obtaining 
the post of information up-
dater within the bureau, still 
volunteering on a Tuesday 
and Thursday.

In 2002, after securing Lot-
tery Funding, Lochaber CAB 
were successful in purchas-
ing the whole building. The 
service relocated to Lochaber 
College and An-Drochaid to 
allow the original building to 
be demolished and a tailored 
re-build to take place. 

‘We moved back in to the 
completed new building on 
October 31 2002, where we 
have continued to serve the 

community till now,’ Mabel 
said.

‘To have been part of the 
team of dedicated volunteer 
and staff that are Lochaber 
CAB who have shared my 
journey has been a very great 
privilege.

‘The focus of the organisa-
tion is very much on provid-

quality information and ad-
vice has remained constant 
throughout. We have had six 
managers in my time here, 
numerous volunteers, project 

many of whom have become 
friends.’

She added: ‘I can’t believe 
20 years have gone by so 
quickly. I look forward to 
hearing from anyone inter-
ested in volunteering with 
us.’

Celebrating 20 years with Lochaber         
                       Citizens Advice Bureau

‘It has been quite a journey’ LOCHABER paramedic Aly-
son Stewart will be joined 
by a work colleague for her 
next marathon cycle to raise 
money for the ‘Women for 
Women’ charity.

Fellow paramedic Ailsa 
McAleer will accompany 
Alyson, from Lochyside, 
to China where the gruel-

staged.
Ailsa, from Appin, is hold-

ing her first fundraiser at 
Lochaber Rugby Clubhouse, 
Banavie tomorrow (Friday) 
evening.

The event, a ‘Jamie at 
Home’ party night will see 
Jamie Oliver home wares 
on sale and Elaine Milligan 
from Inverness giving a food 
preparation demonstration. 
All sales proceeds will go 
to the ‘Women for Women’ 
charity. 

‘Everyone is welcome,’ 
Ailsa said.

Cycling
paramedics
host charity 
fundraiser

Leven  Centre 
hosts
community
event

Golf quiz 
night at
Dragon’s 
Tooth

OBAN High School held its annual dance show to a packed 
Corran Halls over two nights last week.

The dance show titled ‘Dance, Despair and all that Jazz’ 
featured over 150 high school pupils with a wide variety of 
performances including senior and junior dance groups, High-
land dancers, gymnastics, ballet and cheerleading groups.

Oban High School Pipe Band, boys and girls from the Senior 
Sports Coaching Group and three solo performances from 

Higgins and a ballet solo from Emily Steele also featured 
in the show.   

The standard of performances was exceptional which dem-
onstrated the effort and time that pupils have putting into their 
routines over the last few months.

were drawn over the two nights, which was a fantastic ef-
fort.

PE teacher Jamie McCue was compere for the evening and 

the audience himself.  Ferguson Hair and Beauty brought a 
professional feel to the evening styling over 20 pupils’ hair 
on both evenings.

Oban High School would like to thank all the parents and the 
local community for supporting the dance show and making 
the event such a success.

THIS year has seen the introduction of an exciting new initia-
tive called Pathways. 

This programme has given S6  and some S5 students the 
opportunity to develop vocational skills as well as their aca-
demic studies. The Pathway courses that have been offered to 
pupils have been extremely successful. This session has seen 
various courses offered such as engineering, pool lifeguard, 
driving, primary teaching, sound engineering, leadership 
programmes and many other great opportunities. 

The school is now planning for session 2010/2011 and 
would like to invite any interested parties who feel they could 
offer a vocational course to Oban High School’s senior pupils 
to email the school at enquiries@obanhigh.argyll-bute.sch.
uk. A meeting will be set up at the end of February.

CLUB H2O, the inter-generational initiative, was very much 
part of the Pathways programme last term, with a ‘Speaking 
and Listening’ project involving S6 and S2 pupils. The end 
of term provided  an opportunity for Christmas celebrations, 
with preparations and party coordination by an active group 
of S5 pupils, who will continue with the project this term.
JiM
THE JiM (Jayne in Malawi) group, set up to support the 
work in Malawi of former Oban High School librarian Jayne 
Powers did some fantastic work last term.

Members organised a cake bake and guess the birthday of 
the teddy, and along with the retiring offering from the Christ-

in Dzure, Malawi.  The group also had a visit from Fletcher 
Matandike from Malawi .  Fletcher was able to carry some of 
the toys and pencils that had been gathered for Jane to give 
to children so they reached her before Christmas.  The rest 
will wait and will go in with another shipment of equipment 
being sent out later in the year.

Oban High
School news

DRIVING at more than 
twice the speed limit past 
the scene of a fatal air crash 
landed an Oban man in court 
last week.

Alexander Martin, of 30D, 
McCaig Road, admitted 
speeding through a temporary 
30mph limit on the A83 at 
the Rest and Be Thankful on 
July 18 last year.

Procurator Fiscal David 
Webster told Lochgilphead 
annex of Dunoon Sheriff 
Court last Wednesday that 
the temporary limit was 
in place while crash scene 
investigation work was 
carried out at Butterbridge 
on the A83 following the 
fatal incident.

‘The total area covered 
by the temporary 30mph 
limit was approximately 
two miles,’ explained Mr 
Webster.

He said Martin had been 
spotted by two police 

‘excessive’ speed towards 
Glasgow.

Using a hand-held speed 
detector, police clocked the 
32-year-old at 71mph in the 
30mph zone.

Martin’s defence agent, 
Edward Thornton, said: 
‘This is an area where there’s 
usually a national speed limit 
and where it’s safe to drive 
at a fairly quick speed.

‘On the day in question, the 
road conditions were very 
quiet but my client accepts 
there was a temporary speed 
limit in place.’

Police also found Martin’s 
car did not have a valid 
MOT and the horn didn’t 
work; Martin also admitted 
these charges.

Sheriff Gail Patrick 
imposed nine penalty points 
on Martin’s licence and 

not having a valid MOT 

having a working horn.

Driver
passed air 
crash scene 
at more 
than twice 
speed limit

THE ORGANISERS 
of an Inveraray music 

economic climate means it 
will not make a comeback 
this year.  

Too expensive 
Hydro Connect, which was 

billed as a boutique festival 
attracting the discerning 

food, smaller crowds 

and a beautiful setting in 
the grounds of Inveraray 
Castle, was cancelled in 
2009. It was replaced with 
a series of smaller, one-off 
events while a re-launch 
was planned for 2010. 

However, this week DF 
Concerts, which organised 
Connect as well as T in the 
Park, said the rural location 
made it too expensive in the 

current recession.
Geoff Ellis, chief executive, 

said: ‘Connect isn’t dead in 
the water, but it won’t be on 
this year, mainly because 
of the current economic 
climate.

‘We perhaps overdid it a 
bit spending on bands when 
we launched and we didn’t 
get the numbers we were 
looking for. It was also a very 

expensive event because we 
had to hire farming sites 
for the camping and had 
two years of bad weather.’
The festival contributed an 

Argyll economy and was 
a showcase for local food 
producers, who provided 
tasty, fresh meals to concert 
goers.

Fergus Younger of Food 

from Argyll said: ‘It was a 
great kickstart for Argyll 
food producers to get on 
and do other things. We did 
about 12 events last year 
and hope to do lots more 
this year.

‘The event organisers are 
the best in Scotland. It would 
be great to encourage them 
to come back to Argyll if it 
could be made to work.’ 

No Connect music festival planned for Inveraray in 2010

DALMALLY-based charity 
Mary’s Meals is desperately 
trying to help the thousands 
of children it supports on the 
earthquake-stricken island 
of Haiti. 

Mary’s Meals has been 
running projects on the Car-
ibbean island since 2006, 
providing food for 12,000 
children.

Doug Campbell, an Ameri-
can who helps to run the 
projects in Haiti, described 
the ’quake: ‘The force of the 
’quake violently knocked us 

table near the front window. 
Cement and glass fell all 
around us. 

‘During the next day…we 
drove through the city of 
Port-au-Prince. We passed 
hundreds of collapsed con-
crete buildings: schools, ho-
tels, markets, houses, govern-
ment buildings, churches, 
and many dwellings - all 
destroyed. People swarmed 
the rubble trying to pull out 

people. We saw dead bodies 
all over the streets and falling 

out of buildings.’
One of the charity’s biggest 

Dalmally-based charity brings hope to Haiti

-
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projects is in Cite Soleil, a 
shanty town in Port au Prince, 

where seven schools the char-
ity works in were damaged, 
but not destroyed. 

Magnus MacFarlane Bar-
row, Mary’s Meals chief ex-
ecutive who was due in Haiti 
today (Thursday), said: ‘We 
want to thank everyone who 
has sent donations and given 
their time and energy to help 
us. Please carry on supporting 
us as there is a lot more work 
to be done.’

Oban and Lorn Lions Club 
carried out a street collec-
tion on Saturday and raised 

‘Every time something like 
this happens we never cease 
to be amazed by the generos-
ity of people in this town,’ 
said Jim Edge of the lions 
club.

Donations can be made on 
line at www.marysmeals.
org, free phoning 0800 698 
1212 or by sending a cheque 
payable to Mary’s Meals 
(Haiti) to Mary’s Meals, 
Craig Lodge, Dalmally, Ar-
gyll, PA33 1AR.

NOT many people can these 
days boast to have spent 60 
years of their lives together 
– but Bill and Lil Mackie of 
Oban can do just that.

On December 22 2009, 
the couple, originally from 
Glasgow, celebrated their 
diamond wedding anniver-
sary. They met in Glasgow 
at a mutual friend’s house 
in 1947 and by May 1948 
they were engaged.

The couple were married 
in the Queen’s Rooms, 
Glasgow, and set up home 

together in the city with Bill 
working as an engineer at 
Yarrows on the Clyde and 
Lil as a nurse.

While the pair lived in 
Glasgow, they spent many 
holidays on Luing, Lil’s 
childhood home until she 
was 14 when the outbreak 
of World War II saw the 
closure of the slate quarries 
where her father worked, 
forcing the family to move 
to Glasgow.

Bill started as an appren-
tice engineer at the age of 

14 in the shipyard, working 
his way up to superintend-
ent of engineering, a posi-
tion from which he retired 
in1985.

Lil, who worked in psy-
chiatric nursing before be-
coming a district nurse in 
the Anniesland and Knight-
swood area of Glasgow, re-
tired in 1989 and the couple 
moved to Luing in 1994.

Bill revealed the secret 
behind their long and happy 
marriage: ‘Any problems 
we had, we always shared 

in our younger days and 
that is what made the begin-
ning of a good relationship. 
Everything has been shared 
over the years.’

Around 30 relatives and 
friends joined Bill and Lil at 
Oban’s Manor House Hotel 
for a celebration lunch. 

The couple had asked not 
to receive presents but for 
people to make a dona-

Lorn and Islands Hospital 
in Oban for the heart and 
stroke wards.

Oban couple celebrates 60 years together
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A LOCHABER woman has 
bounced back from her battle 
with cancer to run her fami-
ly’s successful cycle shop. 

Corina MacDonald was 
still undergoing chemother-
apy for cancer at Raigmore 
Hospital in Inverness when 
she resolved to take over Off 
Beat Bikes from her brother 
Martin.

Martin had put the busy 
Fort William outlet on the 
market and some big players 
in the cycling world were 
showing strong interest, but 
Corina was determined the 
enterprise should remain 
within the family.

After being diagnosed with 
breast cancer in March 2009, 
Corina underwent the last 
of her chemo sessions at the 
end of last year.

Her life and death struggle 
with the disease proved to 

future thrown suddenly into 
sharp relief, Corina decided 

now was no time to be afraid 
of stepping out on her own 
as a businesswoman - and 
signed the papers transfer-
ring the business over to 
her. 

Corina, from Lundavra 
Road, Fort William told The 
Oban Times: ‘Even when I 
was having chemotherapy 
I knew there was a lot of 
interest in the shop and I 
thought, to heck, it’s a fan-
tastic diversion - I’m going 
to go for it.

‘It’s all about positive 
thinking, which definitely 
affects the physical side as 
well. I would urge anybody 

who has gone through what 
I have gone through to have 
a focus, a challenge - and if 
what I have done inspires 
one person in a similar situa-
tion to do the same, so much 
the better. I am really getting 
back into the swing of things 
now.’

Corina, who is in her mid-
forties, had already worked 
in the business for four years 
and built up a strong rela-
tionship with customers and 
staff before she took over.

she very much intends to fol-
low Martin’s lead in forging 
and maintaining strong links 

with the local community. 
She said: ‘Because it is my 

brother’s business I am tak-
ing on I am more than happy 
to continue our connection 
with Lochaber Athletic Club, 
West Highland Wheelers and 
Nevis Range.’

Corina was still on anti-
cancer medication when she 
ran in the Gallop ’n’ Grind 
event last September to raise 
money for Cancer Care in 
the Highlands. The charity 
was set up by Invergarry 
mum Sharon Fraser, as she 
battled breast cancer. Mrs 
Fraser sadly died in Decem-
ber 2008. 

Corina MacDonald: looking forward to a bright future in charge of Off Beat Bikes

EXCLUSIVE

REPORT by 
STEPHEN
NORRIS

Determination to beat cancer puts 
Lochaber woman in saddle at cycle shop

AN ISLE of Skye software 
company and a Lochaber bio-

Highlands and Islands Enter-
prise-sponsored place for an 
intensive week of entrepre-
neurial development at the 
world renowned Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology 
(MIT) in the United States.
  Representatives from Por-
tree-based Sitekit Solutions 
Ltd and Highland Wood En-
ergy of Torlundy, near Fort 
William, will visit the Boston 
based Sloan School of Man-
agement later this month to 
take part in the prestigious 
Entrepreneurship Develop-
ment Programme (EDP).
  The programme forms 
part of HIE’s strategic part-
nership with MIT which 
has been ongoing now 
for mroe than five years. 
  The businesses will be 
joined by around a dozen 
firms from southern Scot-
land led by Informatics 
Ventures at the University 
of Edinburgh, making the 
biggest ever Scottish del-
egation to the programme. 
  Sitekit aims to be market 
leader for web information 
systems in healthcare and 
currently has contracts with 
24 UK NHS Trusts.

The company’s research 
and development divi-
sion, Sitekit Labs, devel-
ops innovative web-based 
healthcare systems in col-
laboration with Stirling, MIT 
and Harvard Universities. 
  One of the lab’s proto-
type products ‘uPrevent’, 
a clinical decision support 
tool, could reduce healthcare 
costs by $2 billion annu-
ally in the US market alone.
  Managing director Camp-
bell Grant said: ‘We have a 
clear goal to become market 
leaders in the UK in the next 

two years.  Sitekit’s next 
generation products will 
offer global sales potential, 
and our aim in Boston is 
to tap into the expertise at 
MIT to ensure we are best 
prepared for the challenge.’
  Bruno Berardelli, managing 
director of Highland Wood 
Energy, will also make the 
trip.

His company, formed in 
2003, designs, installs and 
operates biomass heating 
systems and employs 15 
staff.  

Mr Berardelli said: ‘Hav-
ing spent the last few years 
working hard in the business, 
now is a crucial time for me 
to take a step back and look 
at the business and at the 
wider sector as a whole in or-
der to develop the right strat-
egy for growth and success. 
  ‘Also it will be exciting to 
be stretched, challenged and 
pushed as an individual by 
world leading experts both at 
EDP and through networking 
in Boston.

‘I am looking forward to 
meeting people who will 
make me examine new ways 
to do things.’

Five other Highlands and 
Islands companies won plac-
es on the delegation.

Bruno Berardelli, manag-
ing director of Highland 

Wood Energy

Businesses bound for US

HIGHLAND Council house 
rents are likely to rise by 1.3 
per cent in 2010-11, which 
equates to an average weekly 
increase of 83p.

The increase, recommended 
by the housing and social 
work committee, goes before 
the full council for approval 
on February 11.

The rise would see the av-
erage council house rent go 
up from £63.92 per week to 
£64.75 per week, over 48 
weeks.

Hostel rents, garage and 
garage site rents, service 
charges, sheltered housing 
warden charges, homeless 
charges, and gypsy/traveller 
pitch fees will go up by the 
same amount.

Highland
Council
house rents 
set to rise

Gaelic school 
offers 
scholarships
CEÒLAS, the Gaelic mu-
sic summer school based in 
South Uist, is to offer scholar-
ships to young people for its 
2010 event.

The group has been of-

Highland Music Trust and is 
looking for young folk inter-
ested in the music and dance 
of the Highlands and Islands 
to come forward.

Applications are welcomed 

instrument, voice or dance. 
The scholarship will cover 
the costs of the school dur-
ing Ceòlas 2010, which runs 
from July 4-9.

A contribution towards trav-
el to South Uist will be made, 
but accommodation costs will 
need to be met by the partici-
pants themselves.

The closing date for appli-
cations is June 1 and organ-
isers say decisions will be 
taken ‘immediately’.  Con-
tact the Ceòlas office on 
01878 700154 or download 
the application form from 
www.ceolas.co.uk.

CALLS have been made for 
the UK electricity regulator 
OFGEM to give the go-ahead 
to an electricity export cable 
from the Western Isles to the 
mainland.

The demand, from Com-
hairle nan Eilean Siar leader 
Councillor Angus Campbell, 
comes after the Scottish 
Government gave consent 
for a 33-turbine 118 mega-
watt wind farm at Eishgein 
on Lewis.

‘Trigger point’ 
The decision takes the 

Western Isles total of con-
sented and operational re-
newable energy schemes 
towell over 150 megawatts, 
the ‘trigger point’ needed to 
justify installing a subsea 
interconnector cable to main-
land Scotland.

Without the cable, renew-
ably generated electricity 
from the Outer Hebrides 
cannot be exported to the 
mainland. The Scottish Gov-
ernment has already given 
approval to an upgrade of the 
Beauly-Denny pylon line to 
allow power to be exported 
south.

Councillor Campbell wel-
comed the government’s 
decision as ‘a major step 
forward for the development 
of renewables in Scotland’, 
and envisaged ‘considerable 

-
nity income and jobs.

He said: ‘On the back of 

the Scottish government’s 
positive decision’s on the 
Eishken project and on the 
Beauly-Denny line, I would 
call on the UK regulator 
OFGEM to immediately 
authorise the go-ahead for 
the 450MW HVDC between 
the Outer Hebrides and the 
Scottish mainland.’

A decision on Scottish and 
Southern Energy’s 26-tur-
bine 94-megawatt scheme 
on the Pairc Estate, adjacent 
to Eisgein, is pending. The 
Scottish government, not 
the council, rules on major 
windfarm developments.

A Western Isles spokesper-
son told The Oban Times: 
‘For Pairc there may be 
further information to be 
submitted, so I don’t think a 
decision is imminent.’

Western Isles Council sees 
major renewable energy 
schemes as providing an 
employment lifeline to the 
islands, which are facing a 
demographic timebomb as 
young people continue to 
leave in droves. 

New wind turbine construc-
tion jobs could be created at 
the Arnish fabrication yard 
near Stornoway, which re-
opened under operators Bi-
Fab last year. 

Environmentalists, how-
ever, remain bitterly opposed 
to major windfarm develop-
ments, which they claim will 
destroy pristine landscapes.

Wind farm 
decision
triggers
sub-sea
connector 
calls

THE HIGHLANDS and Is-
lands Food and Drink Forum 
(HIFDF) is hosting a seminar 
next Tuesday on how local 

money.
All businesses and individu-

als involved in the food and 
drink industry are invited 

advice and support in chal-
lenging economic times. 

At the seminar, finance 
experts will focus on how to 
present to a bank manager, tax 

HIFDF chair Hazel Gordon 
said: ‘In the current economic 
climate it is vitally important 
for all businesses to look 
at where they might save 

them.’ 
Registration and networking 

at the January 26 event begins 
at 5.30pm, with presentations 
commencing at 6pm.

Attendance is free. 

Food and 
drink forum

AN OBAN man was refused 
bail after making no plea or 
declaration at Oban Sheriff 
Court to charges of assault, 
robbery and breach of the 
peace.

In a closed court last week 
Michel MacPhee aged 25, of 
4 Burnside Court, Oban was 
charged with a breach of the 
peace between September 22 
and November 11 in Oban by 
repeatedly demanding money 
from a female and robbery 
with assault of a male. 

He was further charged 
with an assault to permanent 

on November 28.
The case was continued 

without plea.

Bail refused 
in assault and 
robbery case

-
ing into their own accommo-
dation, West Highland Hous-
ing Association is looking for 
new tenants for An Grianan, 
the purpose-built communal 
home for people with dis-
abilities in Oban.

Refurbishment

bedroom, one-storey house, 
with communal facilities, 
was opened in 1997 and gave 
young adults with learn-
ing disabilities who needed 
24-hour support provided 
through Enable Scotland a 
degree of independence.

Since then there has been 
a move towards providing 
these tenants with homes of 
their own within the com-
munity and the last tenant 
moved out of An Grianan at 
the end of last year.

Chief executive of WHHA 
Lesley McInnes said: ‘Hous-
ing has changed and with 
this particular client group, 

most people have their own 
tenancies.’

She said the association 
was now looking at ways to 
use the property to best effect 
and was in discussions with 
the Scottish Association for 
Marine Science at Dunstaff-
nage with a view to the house 
being leased to SAMS for 
people working at the lab.

‘The intention is look at 
people that would benefit 
from this type of accommo-
dation which is not as much 
in demand as when it was 
initially built,’ she said.

Because the building has 
been in  use for some time, 
some refurbishment is tak-
ing place before it can be 
re-leased.

‘We are trying to think of 
the best way of using the 
property while being sensi-
tive to the needs of the local 
community. We have to be 
aware that it is a residential 
and settled area,’ she added.

Purpose-built communal 
home could offer new 
housing opportunities 
says association

WORK on a coastal management 
plan for Loch Etive is to restart after 

Meeting
A meeting on January 26 in Connel 

Village Hall will pick up where 
the last of two public meetings 
organised to look at an integrated 
coastal zone management scheme 
for Loch Etive by Argyll and Bute 

Council left off in 2005.
The project was put on hold while 

a similar project for Loch Fyne was 
completed.

Previously more than 40 
representatives from all those 
with interests on and around the 

residents, boat owners, tourism 
operators, estate and public body 

representatives - took part in two 
meetings in May and November 
2005.

Forward
Issues discussed included shoreline 

debris, pier access, predator control, 
navigation, aquaculture, visual and 
environmental impacts and future 
developments on the loch.

The next meeting, open to the 

public, will look at work that has 
already been undertaken, the format 
and content of a plan for the loch 
and how and when that will be 
taken forward.

The plan is expected to cover not 
just Loch Etive itself but also the 

narrows, Ardmucknish Bay and 
Dunstaffnage Bay.

Etive management meeting to restart plan

SAMS in discussions over lease

THE REAL Food Café in 
Tyndrum is hoping to reel 
in two awards at this year’s 
Fish and Chip Shop of the 
Year Awards.

Local suppliers
The café will go head to 

-

shop in Weymouth for the 

Seafish authority’s annual 
award for commitment to the 
local community.

The team at the Tyndrum 
café is a keen supporter of 
local events and has taken 
part in a number of charity 
events.

Throughout the year the 
shop has sponsored vari-

projects and events including 
Killin Highland Games hill 
race, The Highland Fling 
and the West Highland Way 
race.

It also has a policy of buy-
ing only from local farmers 
and artisan suppliers to sup-
port the local economy.

The café has also been 
nominated for the services 
to staff training and develop-
ment award.

Sarah Heward, who leads 

and chip shop in Tyndrum, 
said: ‘To be nominated for 
two top awards this year is 
testament to the strong re-

lationship we have fostered 
with our customers and the 
community.

‘Many of our patrons have 
been eating here for years 
and we pride ourselves on 
seeking new ways in which 
we can support the local area 
in order to give something 
back.

‘It is hugely satisfying for 
our staff to know they are 
contributing something to 
the area they live in and we 
will continue to play our part 
in the local community in the 
future,’ she added.

The winner will be an-
nounced by celebrity chef, 
Aldo Zilli, at a ceremony in 

London  today (Thursday, 
January 21).

Nikki Hawkins, project 
manager for the competition, 
said: ‘The Real Food Café 
is the perfect example of a 
successful community busi-
ness and is a role model for 
small businesses throughout 
the country.’

DEMANDS from freezing 
passengers on the West 
Highland Line for a train 
upgrade have been refused 
by ScotRail.

The life-line train service 
not only fails passengers 
but also devalues the ‘world 
class’ reputation of the West 
Highland Line, claims action 
group Friends of the West 
Highland Line (FWHL).

Passengers contacted The 
Oban Times to complain 
about the ‘dreadful service’ 
from ScotRail and the cam-
paign group backed cries for 
a new train.

A local resident, who makes 
bi-weekly journeys to Glas-
gow for hospital appoint-
ments, said: ‘It is an absolute 
disgrace offering such a poor 
service to passengers – espe-
cially those who are ill. 

He said: ‘There was no 
heating, no hot water and the 

Passenger Victoria Smith 
said: ‘My father recorded 
zero temperatures on the 
train leaving Oban. There 
had been no effort to heat it 

morning.
‘Oban really is the end 

of the line for train travel. 
Luxury trains go all over the 
country and yet this train is 
third class – why can’t we 
have a decent service.’

In response to these and 
other complaints received by 
The Oban Times a ScotRail 
spokesperson said: ‘We re-

gret that these services ran 
with reduced or no toilet 
facilities and that we did not 
inform customers in advance 
before they boarded. 

‘Customers have told us 
many times they prefer a 
train to run rather than be 
cancelled due to lack of 
facilities.

‘We make every attempt to 
heat trains to a comfortable 
temperature before custom-
ers board, but the severe cold 
in recent weeks has made 

normal. The rolling stock 
used on the West Highland 
Line was repainted and re-
furbished internally around 
two years ago. 

‘We have no plans to re-
place the stock.’

Fraser McDonald, spokes-
man for FWHL, said: ‘We are 
campaigning for something 
better on this line, but at our 
last meeting with Transport 

-
sisted the present trains are 
adequate and there are no 
plans to replace them for at 
least another 10 years. 

‘The failure of toilets and 
train heating in the recent 
cold spell has shown up yet 
again that the Class 156 units 
are not suitable for routes 
like Glasgow to Oban.

‘Having paid their fare, 
customers on a world class 
railway, should at least ex-
perience a well-heated train 
with functional toilets in all 
weathers.’

Freezing trains 

urgent upgrade

Oban Times
NEWS DESK 
01631 568060

o
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TEMPORARY HOUSING OFFICER – 
MATERNITY COVER FOR ONE YEAR

EVH GRADE 6 [£22,659 – £24,822]
West Highland Housing Association is a charitable housing association based 
in Oban.  The organisation has an excellent reputation for delivering high quality 
affordable and innovative housing in the area.

will require a proven background of relevant skills, experience and IT competence.  

to our existing tenants and to people on the Home Argyll waiting list.  The 
Association is looking for someone with experience in housing management 
and with good ability in arrears management.
Access to a car and possession of a full current driving licence are essential as 
is the ability to stay away overnight occasionally.
An enhanced disclosure check will be carried out for the successful candidate.
The Association will consider some assistance with accommodation and will 

hours are 9am – 5pm Monday to Thursday and 9am – 4pm Friday. 

Application packs can be e-mailed to people – mail@westhighlandha.co.uk
or downloaded from the Employers in Voluntary Housing [EVH] website 

www.evh.org.uk.  
Applications should be returned by the 12th February.

Interviews will likely be held week commencing 22nd February.
Should you wish further information regarding the post please contact 

Graeme Bruce, Operations Manager.

West Highland Housing Association aims to be an Equal Opportunities Employer. 

West Highland Housing Association Ltd.
Comunn Thigheadais Na Gaidhealtachd An Iar

GROUNDS MAINTENANCE CONTRACT 
2010 - 2013

in carrying out grounds maintenance works at the Association’s properties and 
properties which it factors on behalf of Private and Shared Owners. 
Interested contractors should submit a letter of interest by Friday 5th February 
2010 providing details of their company, area they are interested in along with 

Margaret Cullen, Technical Co-ordinator
West Highland Housing Association Ltd.
Crannog Lane
OBAN
PA34 4HB

01631 566451
01631 565711

mail@westhighlandha.co.uk 
www.westhighlandha.co.uk

questionnaire prior to inclusion on a tender list.  

BONNAR SAND & GRAVEL CO.LTD

HGV Mechanic 
within the workshop

David Bonnar
Bonnar Sand & Gravel Co Ltd

Clachan Quarry
Cairndow
PA26 8BH

INVERARAY CASTLE
SEASONAL STAFF REQUIRED

Full/Part-Time
GUIDES

An interest in Scottish history
and foreign languages an advantage

TEAROOM ASSISTANTS
CASTLE DOMESTIC

For further information, please apply to:-
Mrs J Young

Castle Manager
Inveraray Castle
INVERARAY

PA32 8XF
Tel - 01499 302551 

E-Mail - manager@inveraray-castle.com

DRIVER/STOREPERSON 
REQUIRED

Oban and Fort William Depots
Permanent full time positions

Full clean driving licence required

Good rates of pay

Apply to Mr C McDonald on 01631 563 711 
Oban Depot position and

Mr D MacDonald on 01397 772 143 
Fort William Depot position

LBO Manager – Fort William Area 
(Starting salary £15,975.00 – 37.5 hours per week)

Deputy Managers – Fort William Area 
(Starting salary £14,525.00 – 37.5 hours per week)

Customer Service Assistants – Fort William Area 
(Starting at £6.10 per hour – various hours available)
We currently have a vacancy in the Fort William area for a full time LBO 
Manager.  Previous betting industry experience would be desirable 
however full training will be given.  Customer Service experience 
would be advantageous.

We are also looking for Deputy Managers in the Fort William area.  
Previous industry or supervisory experience is advantageous but not 
essential, as full training will be given.

In Customer Service Assistants we are looking for good team players 
to deliver excellent customer service to a wide range of customers. 
You’ll take bets, pay out on wins and work as part of a team in a 
modern environment that’s fast-paced and fun. Our training and 
development programs will allow you to develop your talents.

We are a fast-paced, 7-day a week business and our busiest times are 
very much dictated by the sporting calendar.  Bearing this in mind you 
must be flexible and adaptable.

You will be aged 18 or over, and able to work evening and weekends.  

For further information or to apply please call 0800 88 22 77 
or telephone Tracey Campbell on 07841784410.  

Experienced
AUDIO TYPIST
Required for
Home Working 
With own transcription equipment. 

Oban Times, 
PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll 

Post 1 
Service Manager
27 hours per week
Salary scale  £23,080 – £25,550 p.a. (pro rata)

Crossroads provides Short Term Home based Respite, 
to Carers in Mid Argyll, Kintyre, Islay and Jura.
We are currently seeking an enthusiastic and highly motivated person to manage 
the Service.  Responsibilities will include managing a team of staff, care management 
and overseeing administrative and financial systems.
Applicants should have a qualification in Health or Social Care, or hold the appropriate 
qualifications to register with SSSC, or be willing to undertake the training to do so.

Post 2 
Administrative Assistant
16 hours per week £15,035 - £15,773 p.a. (pro rata)

The post will provide administrative support to the Service Manager.  You should 
have good working knowledge of Microsoft Applications and have office experience.
Both Posts are based in Lochgilphead.

For further information and Application Pack contact:

Helen Kessell Coordinator, Crossroads Dalriada & The Isles, Aros, Lochgilphead 
PA31 8LE Tel: 01546 603082 crossroads.maki@btconnect.com  

Closing Date for returned applications is 3rd February 2010

Require Apprentice Electrician
Apply in writing only with C.V to
Mr S Dunlop
Managing Director
Oban Electrical Services Ltd
19 Stevenson Street
Oban
PA34 5NA

Lighthouse Caledonia is a leading supplier of high quality Scottish Salmon 
and a principal player in the Scottish aquaculture industry.  The company 
is engaged in all stages of farming Atlantic salmon from smolt production 
through to harvesting, processing, packing and sales. We are totally com-
mitted to the highest standards of animal welfare, sustainable operations 
and the promotion of a responsible environmental policy.

We are shortly re-opening our Vuia Beag site on West Loch Roag, and re-
cruiting a team which will  be fully involved from the initial stages of setting 
up the site. We have the following opportunities:

MARINE SITE MANAGER £34,000 – £37,000
The ideal candidate will be a fully experienced and enthusiastic salmon 
farmer with excellent fish husbandry skills, strong management and lead-
ership qualities and proven organisational skills. Applicants must also be 
experienced in automated feed systems, fish health, growth curves and feed 
management. The successful applicant must be able to demonstrate com-
mitment to the safety and welfare of the staff for whom they are responsible, 
to the livestock within their control and to limiting any possible environmental 
impact of farming on the local community and beyond. 

SENIOR MARINE OPERATIVE £21,000 - £24,000
Under the direction of the Manager, the SMO will assume responsibility for 
leading the team in all the day to day operations of the site.  Applicants must 
have proven fish husbandry and organisational abilities, good numeric and 
IT skills, be committed to high standards of Health and Safety and under-
stand the importance of environmental issues. 

4  MARINE OPERATIVES £15,500 - £19,000
This team will work in all the day to day operations of the site including fish 
welfare, sampling,   grading and moving, site maintenance, net changing 
and boat handling.  Applicants must have good practical and problem solv-
ing skills and ideally have marine experience. Previous fish farming experi-
ence would be useful, but is not essential as training will be given.

A current driving licence is essential for all posts. Hours are 40 per week 
plus a rota of 1 weekend in 3  (at enhanced overtime rates) We offer excel-
lent terms and conditions of employment including a generous company 
pension scheme. 

Job descriptions and application forms available from 
Lighthouse Caledonia Ltd, Marybank, Stornoway, Isle of Lewis HS2 0DB. 
Tel: 01499 600622/600223 E-mail:  dina.mackenzie@lighthousecaledonia.
com
Closing date Friday 29 January 2010

Scottish Natural Heritage is the leading 
public body responsible for advising 
Ministers on matters relating to the natural
heritage. The natural environment is a key asset that underpins Scotland’s
wealth, health and quality of life. Our job is to conserve this resource, 
to promote its sustainable management and to encourage people to access
and enjoy it responsibly.

Admin Support
Starting salary £13,723
Lochgilphead
(Ref: 071-038)

You will provide Admin support to the staff at the Lochgilphead office and 
on occasion to staff throughout the Argyll & Stirling area. The post will be
responsible for providing telephone/reception cover, a filing service and word
processing support for staff in addition to other general administrative tasks.

You must have excellent word processing skills with experience of Microsoft
word and excel, experience of filing systems, be enthusiastic and have
excellent communication and organisational skills. As you will be required 
to drive SNH pool cars you must have a valid driving licence.

We’re as supportive, committed and proud of our people as 
we are of the natural world around us. Find out more, and
apply, online. Alternatively, call 01463 725182.

Closing date: Monday 15 February 2010.

snhjobs.co.uk

BUILDBASE
Admin / Sales Counter
A full time position has arisen in our Campbeltown depot.
Duties will consist of general admin procedures, answering phones 
and serving customers on sales counter.
Candidates should be computer literate and would benefit from 
having knowledge of Excel although training will be given.
Knowledge of the building trade would be beneficial but 
not essential.
Hours and salary to be agreed. 

Please apply in writing to:- Graeme Sproat, Manager, Argyll Buildbase Ltd, 
Unit 1 Snipefield Ind Estate, Campbeltown, Argyll, PA28 6SY

Closing date for applications 2nd February 2010

Consultant for a short term contract 
( 3 Months up to £6,500 available )

Gerry Boyle, Chair ACSALA, c/o Strath of Appin Primary 
School, Appin, Argyll

gerry.boyle@strathappin.argyll-bute.sch.uk.

Closing Date 5 February 2010 - 

Evening Interviews to be held on 
10/11 February 2010

Loch Duart Ltd takes a sustainable and environmentally 

1  Site Manager/Supervisor
5  Fish Farm Operatives
1  Administrator

Alan Anderson
Loch Duart Ltd
Pierhead
Lochcarnan
Isle of South Uist
HS8 5PD   Or email alan.anderson37@virgin.net

Highland Fasteners
Due to the continued expansion of our busy Oban 

showroom we now have a vacancy for a
Fulltime Depot Sales / Counter Assistant

Duties will include the receiving in of goods, keeping our 
stores tidy and in order and assisting at our busy trade 

counter as required. Further details will be given at interview.  

The hours would be Mon – Friday 8.00am till 5.00pm & 
Saturday 8.00am till Mid-day. 

Some experience of the construction trade / computers 
would be an advantage.

The successful candidate must be both friendly and 
helpful with a willingness to work under supervision and 

on his or her own initiative.
Salary will be set dependant on experience.

Applications to be in writing to: -
Mr Dennis Russell,
Highland Fasteners

6 Mill Lane
Oban

PA34 4HA

Loch Etive Site Manager
Dawnfresh Seafoods require a Site Manager for their fi sh farm in Loch Etive.
Candidates should have at least four years practical knowledge and 
experience of marine fi sh farming (ideally in a multi site operation), and 
will have a minimum of two years management experience. A sound 
understanding of fi sh husbandry, biology, welfare and containment as well 
as competence in fi nance, budget control and planning, stock management, 
stakeholder interactions, personnel management and promotion of 
health and safety. Strong planning, organisational, interpersonnel and 
communication skills are advantageous.

Boatmasters and forklift certifi cates desirable.

Please Telephone Helen Simpson HR  01698 303126 

The Highlands’ Biggest Selling Weekly Newspaper

JUNIOR REPORTER based in Fort William
to work within our group of newspapers 

• Shorthand  
• Ambition and enthusiasm 
• Talent, self motivation and commitment 
• A full current driving licence

01631 568001 personnel@obantimes.co.uk
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A.G.M.

will hold their A.G.M. on 
Tuesday 2nd February 

in the Band Hall, at 8pm.
A full turn out of members is requested.

GOODS VEHICLE OPERATOR’S LICENCE
James A Cameron, trading as Cameron Carriers & 
Removals, 5 Cameron Place, Caol, Fort William, 
PH33 7EP, is applying to change an existing license 
as follows.
To change his operating centre from: David 
MacPhee’s Haulage Yard, Annat Point Industrial 
Estate, Corpach, PH33 7NN.  To: Unit 8, Annat 
Point Industrial Estate, Corpach, PH33 7NA.
Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings) 
near the operating centre who believe their use 
or enjoyment of that land would be affected 

Commissioner at Hillcrest House, 386 Harehills 
Lane, Leeds, LS9 6NF, stating their reasons within 
21 days of this notice.
Representors must at the same time send a copy of 
their representations to the applicant at the address 
given at the top of this notice. A guide to Making 

Yes?  Then it’s time to enrol them for school. 

before that date must be enrolled for school during Enrolment week commencing 1 
February 2010.

enrol at this time although it may be decided, after discussion , to delay entry.   

If you wish your child to attend a school other than your Local Primary School then you 

Bidh?  Ma-thà, tha an t-àm ann an clàrachadh airson na sgoile.
Bidh an ath sheisean sgoile a’ tòiseachadh air 17 Lùnastal 2010.  Feumaidh clann a 
bhios còig air an latha sin no roimhe a bhith air an clàrachadh airson na sgoile rè na 
seachdain Clàrachaidh a’ tòiseachadh 1 Gearran 2010.

Faodaidh clann a bhios còig eadar 18 Lùnastal 2010 agus 28 Gearran 2011 
clàrachadh aig an àm seo cuideachd ach bidh roghainn aca inntrigeadh a chur dheth.

3.00f  1 – 5 Gearran 2010 A’ Bhun-sgoil Ionadail Teisteanas breith an  
leanaibh agaibh

Ma tha sibh airson ’s gun tèid an leanabh agaibh gu sgoil eile seach a’ Bhun-sgoil 
Ionadail, feumaidh sibh fhathast clàrachadh aig a’ Bhun-sgoil Ionadail an toiseach.

COMUNN NA GÀIDHLIG

(Tuarastal eadar £22K agus £25K, a-rèir eòlais)

Tha Comunn na Gàidhlig a’ stèidheachadh Iomairtean Cànain ann an diofar 
choimhearsnachdan air feadh Alba gus cothroman a chruthachadh do luchd 
na Gàidhlig an cànan a chleachdadh ann an diofar shuidheachaidhean.  Airson 
seo a thoirt air adhart, thathas an dràsta a’ sireadh 

air a bhith ag obair aig ìre coimhearsnachd, comasach air a bhith ag obair 
le glè bheag de stiùireadh bho latha gu latha, math air obair co-òrdanaiche 
agus a bhith a’ bruidhinn ri buidhnean ‘s luchd-obrach aig iomadh ìre.  Bidh 
làn chead draibhidh aca cuideachd.  Sa chiad dol a-mach, ‘s e cùmhnant dà 
bhliadhna a bhios an seo agus gheibhear Tuairisgeul Obrach neo/agus tuilleadh 

Gàidhlig, aig 71-77 Sràid Chrombail,  Steòrnabhagh, Eilean Leòdhais. fòn 
01851 701802, post d. calumiain@cnag.org.uk.  Feumaidh iarrtasan a bhith 
againn air 28 Faoilleach 2010.

‘S e companaidh le cothroman cosnaidh co-ionnan a tha ann an Comunn na 
Gàidhlig.

Tha a’ phròiseact seo air a mhaoineachadh le Bòrd na Gàidhlig agus Iomairt na 
Gàidhealtachd’s nan Eilean.

A’ CRUTHACHADH CHOTHROMAN DHAN GHÀIDHLIG

RECRUITMENT

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION 
AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them, 
may be examined between the hours of  9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday (excluding public 
holidays) at the AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS OFFICE,  FULTON HOUSE, 
GORDON SQUARE, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6XY  and, where given, the alternative location(s).
Written comments should be made to the Area Planning and Building Standards Manager 
at this office within the time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a 
representation about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.

Reference Number

09/00465/MSCLO

09/00471/FULLO

09/00476/FULLO

09/00490/FULLO

09/00491/PIPLO

09/00493/FULLO

09/00494/FULLO

09/00496/FULLO

10/00004/FULLO

Alternative locations  where 
application may be inspected 
and time period for comments

Glenfinnan Post Office
(14 days)

Corpach Post Office
(14 days)

Mallaig Service Point
(14 days)

Ballachulish Post Office
(14 days)

Spean Bridge Post Office
(14 Days)

Drimnin Post Office
(14 days)

Ballachulish Post Office
(14 days)

Drimnin Post Office
(14 days)

Strontian Post Office
(14 days)

Area Planning and Building Standards Manager, Ross, Skye & Lochaber: 
Dafydd Jones, Highland Council, Fulton House, Gordon Square, Fort William, PH33 6XY
Tel: (01397) 707015 Fax: (01397) 707022    e-mail: planning.lochaber@highland.gov.uk

Development Address

Land South of Oakbank
Glenfinnan

Plots 4 & 5
Site 40m South of Cleadale
Campbell Road
Tomonie
Banavie
Fort William

Land To North East of Old Dairy
Inverie
Knoydart

Birchbrae
Bunree
Onich
PH33 6SE

Plot 1 Aonachan
Site 80m North Of Mossgiel
Spean Bridge
PH34 4EX

Taobh Na Mara
Drimnin
PA34 5XZ

Access Road to Bealach Forest
Site 260m South West of 
Dalnatrat
Duror
Appin
PA38 4BW

Land 60m to South of Ach Na 
Criche Lodge
Drimnin

Land 120m South West of 
Archies Croft
Strontian

Proposal Description

Erection of house

Erection of 4 houses 
(3 affordable)

Construction of two and three 
bedroom semi-detached house 
for Knoydart Foundation

Demolition of existing garage 
and erection of holiday 
cottage

Erection of house

The construction of a single 
house and detached garage to 
the rear of Tigh na Mara using 
existing track

Widening of existing forest 
access

Erection of house

Erection of house, 
access and septic tank

PUBLIC MEETING
LOCH ETIVE INTEGRATED COASTAL ZONE 
MANAGEMENT PROJECT 
Argyll and Bute Council are restarting a project to develop an Integrated Coastal Zone Management (ICZM) Plan for Loch 
Etive which will seek to provide guidance on the future use and development of this important coastal area. The project 
area includes all of Loch Etive extending west of the Connel narrows to include Ardmucknish Bay and Dunstaffnage Bay.

Date for meeting
Connel Hall, Connel Village      Tuesday 26th January 2010, 7.00-9.00 pm
The purpose of the public meeting is to present an overview of the ICZM project and its aims, discuss the likely 
format and content of the Loch Etive ICZM Plan and to provide an update on what work has already been 
undertaken and details of the proposed process and timetable for taking the project forward. 
The meeting is open to all, but in particular those who live adjacent to, or work on Loch Etive. 
The Loch Etive ICZM plan will be non-statutory, designed to complement the Argyll and Bute Development Plan 
(Structure and Local Plan) and will seek to provide guidance for local authority planners, regulators and stakeholders 
on the future use and development of Loch Etive.
Further information on the ICZM project and minutes from previous Loch Etive meetings can be accessed from the 
Marine and Coastal Development Unit web pages on the Argyll and Bute Council website.
Enquires to Mark Steward, Marine and Coastal Development Unit, Argyll and Bute Council, Lorn House, Albany 
Street, Oban PA34 4AR - T: 01631 567972 email: mark.steward@argyll-bute.gov.uk

To find out more about living and 
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk 

PLANNING
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 
REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT
Applications for planning permission listed below together with the plans and other documents 
submitted with them may be examined at: Lorn House Albany Street Oban PA34 4AR and the location 
details below between the hours of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday to Friday and by logging to the Council’s 
website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online Planning Applications.
Written comments for the following list of applications may be made to Planning Services: 
Lorn House Albany Street Oban PA34 4AR by the 11/02/2010.

•Ref No: 09/01589/PP
Applicant: Margaret Mathieson
Proposal: Erection of garage and extension of decking
Site Address: Pier House, Fionnphort, Isle of Mull, Argyll and Bute, PA66 6BL
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Fionnphort

•Ref No: 09/01661/PP
Applicant: The Trustees of The Rev J A Fell
Proposal: Demolition of existing building and erection of dwellinghouse
Site Address: Land At Port Moluag (North Site), Island Of Lismore, Argyll
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Lismore

•Ref No: 09/01676/PP
Applicant: The Trustees of The Rev J A Fell
Proposal: Erection of 2 no dwelling houses
Site Address: Land At Port Moluag, Isle of Lismore, Argyll and Bute
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Lismore

•Ref No: 09/01716/PP
Applicant: Donna Margaret Hutchinson
Proposal: Erection of a conservatory
Site Address: Rockcliffe, Main Street, Tobermory, Isle Of Mull, Argyll And Bute
Location of Plans: Oban Area Office

•Ref No: 09/01770/PP
Applicant: Mr and Mrs D Ferguson
Proposal: Erection of one and a half storey detached dwellinghouse, poly tunnel and shed
Site Address: Land North East Of Tirlaggan Farm, Isle of Lismore, Argyll And Bute
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Lismore

•Ref No: 09/01773/PP
Applicant: Mull and Iona Community Trust
Proposal: Erection of recycling shed, siting of portacabin and 10 storage containers
Site Address: Land South East Of Fas Coille, Craignure, Isle of Mull, Argyll And Bute
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Craignure

•Ref No: 09/01796/PP
Applicant: David Rees
Proposal: Amendment to consent 09/00608/DET - Relocation of Hydro power scheme
Site Address: Allt Mhoillie, Dalmally, Argyll and Bute
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Dalmally

•Ref No: 10/00066/PPP
Applicant: Golden Ducat Farming Co Ltd
Proposal: Erection of dwellinghouse
Site Address: Vacant Land to North West Of Ardsorn, Raeric Road, Isle of Mull, PA75 6PU
Location of Plans: Tobermory Area Office

•Ref No: 10/00071/PPP
Applicant: Downing College
Proposal: Erection of 3 no dwelling houses
Site Address: Land West Of Dunearn House, Easdale, Seil, Argyll and Bute
Location of Plans: Oban Area Office

•Ref No: 10/00084/PP
Applicant: Mr And Mrs A Pallas
Proposal: Proposed new timber cladding and sunroom extension
Site Address: Cashelmara, North Connel, Oban, Argyll and Bute, PA37 1RA 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Connel

•Ref No: 10/00086/PPP
Applicant: Mr P and Mrs A Riley
Proposal: Proposed site for single detached dwellinghouse
Site Address: Ardchiavaig Cottage, Bunessan, Isle of Mull, Argyll and Bute, PA67 6DT
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Bunessan

•Ref No: 10/00087/PPP
Applicant: Jeffrey Reade
Proposal: Site for the erection of 21 No. dwelling houses and formation of vehicular accesses.
Site Address: Land to West Of Upper Cemetery, Dervaig Road, Tobermory, Isle of Mull
Location of Plans: Tobermory Area Office

•Ref No: 10/00093/PP
Applicant: Eric and Sheila McMurchy
Proposal: Erection of garage extension
Site Address: Varragill, 7 Hayfield, Oban, Argyll And Bute, PA34 4PJ
Location of Plans: Oban Area Office

•Ref No: 10/00098/PP
Applicant: Mr and Mrs MacPherson
Proposal: Amendment to Consent 08/01717/DET - Amended Design
Site Address: Darach, Benderloch, Oban, Argyll and Bute, PA37 1QS 
Location of Plans: Oban Area Office
Argyll and Bute Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed 
between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. at Planning Services, Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8ST.
An extant list of planning applications which can be viewed on the Councils website 
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
A weekly list of applications which can be viewed at Planning Services, Dalriada House, 
Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8ST and Argyll and Bute Council Libraries.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
(AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Take notice that the applications in the following schedule may be inspected during normal 
office hours at Lorn House Albany Street Oban PA34 4AR and the location detailed below 
and by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online 
Planning Applications.  Anyone wishing to make representations should do so in writing to 
the undersigned within 21 days of the appearance of this notice, whichever is applicable as 
indicated below.  Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

SCHEDULE - DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION PLANS

•Ref No: 09/01880/LIB
Applicant: Miss Aileen Miller
Proposal: Erection of 2no. internally illuminated fascia signs and 1no. non illuminated 
projecting sign and the re-painting of the external storm doors.
Site Address: Tourist Information Office, 28 Argyll Square, Oban, Argyll and Bute, PA34 4AT
Location of Plans: Oban Area Office

•Ref No: 10/00050/LIB
Applicant: Mr And Mrs B T Dickey
Proposal: Alterations and extension to dwellinghouse
Site Address: Sealladh Na Mara, Ellenabeich, Isle of Seil, Oban, 
Argyll and Bute, PA34 4RQ
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Balvicar

•Ref No: 10/00057/PP
Applicant: Mr and Mrs B T Dickey
Proposal: Alterations and extensions to existing dwelling
Site Address: Sealladh Na Mara, Ellenabeich, Isle of Seil, Oban, Argyll and Bute, PA34 4RQ 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Balvicar

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS 
AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Take notice that the applications in the following schedule may be inspected during normal 
office hours at 67/69 Chalmers Street, Ardrishaig PA30 8DX and the location detailed below 
and by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online 
Planning Applications. Anyone wishing to make representations should do so in writing to 
the undersigned within 21 days of the appearance of this notice, whichever is applicable as 
indicated below. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

•Ref No: 09/01332/PP
Applicant: Douglas Angus
Proposal: Erection of boundary fence (highest point 1.3 metres/lowest point 90 centimetres).
Site Address: 19 - 20 Shore Street, Portnahaven, Isle Of Islay, Argyll And Bute
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Portnahaven

Any letter of representation the council receives about a planning application is considered a 
public document.

Please therefore note that representations will be made available for public inspection and, 
under the terms of the Freedom of Information Act, will be copied on request. They will also 
be published on the council’s web site. 

The author of such a representation is solely responsible for its content and accuracy.

Anonymous representations will be “shredded” and those marked confidential will be returned 
to the sender. Neither will be taken into account when the application is being considered. 

Details of representations we receive on planning applications can be viewed on the council’s 
website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/publicaccess

TREE PRESERVATION ORDERS
THE ARGYLL AND BUTE, LAND AT BARCALDINE, BY OBAN, 
ARGYLL TREE PRESERVATION ORDER NO. 23/09
The above Authority under Section 163 of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 
has made a Provisional Tree Preservation Order which takes effect on 13th January 2010 and 
hereby gives notice that:-

1. The Provisional Tree Preservation Order was made to ensure the protection of the area of 
 mixed woodland at Barcaldine, by Oban, Argyll and considered by the Local Planning 
 Authority to be of considerable merit and contribute to the overall setting of the property 
 and the local area;

2. A certified copy of the Provisional Tree Preservation Order and map has been deposited at 
 Argyll and Bute Council Development Services Office at Lorn House, Albany Street, Oban, 
 Argyll and may be inspected during all normal working hours;

3. Objections and representation with respect to the Provisional Tree Preservation Order 
 may be made to the undersigned in accordance with Regulations 7 of the Town and 
 Country Planning (Tree Preservation Order and Trees in Conservation Areas) (Scotland) 
 Regulations 1975, which Regulations state that:-

(1) every objection or representation to the Planning Authority with respect to an Order shall 
 be made in writing, shall state the grounds thereof, and specify the particular trees, groups 
 of trees, or woodlands in respect of which it is made.

(2) an objection or representation shall be duly made if it complies with paragraph (1) of 
 this Regulation and is received by the Planning Authority within 28 days from the date of 
 the publication of the Notice by advertisement.

4. The Tree Preservation Order shall take effect provisionally on 13th January 2010 and shall 
 continue in force until

(i) the expiration of a period of 6 months beginning with the date on which the Tree 
 Preservation Order was made or

(ii) the date on which the Tree Preservation Order is confirmed, whichever first occurs.

THE ARGYLL AND BUTE, LAND AT PORTSONOCHAN, ARGYLL 
TREE PRESERVATION ORDER NO. 10/09
The above Authority under Section 163 of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 
has made a Provisional Tree Preservation Order which takes effect on 13th January 2010 and 
hereby gives notice that:-

1. The Provisional Tree Preservation Order was made to ensure the protection of the area of 
 mixed woodland comprising European Mature Larches together with a variety of broad 
 leafed species including Ash and Oak at Portsonochan, Argyll and considered by the Local 
 Planning Authority to be of considerable merit and contribute to the overall setting of the 
 property and the local area;

2. A certified copy of the Provisional Tree Preservation Order and map has been deposited at 
 Argyll and Bute Council Development Services Office at Lorn House, Albany Street, Oban, 
 Argyll and may be inspected during all normal working hours;

3. Objections and representation with respect to the Provisional Tree Preservation Order 
 may be made to the undersigned in accordance with Regulations 7 of the Town and 
 Country Planning (Tree Preservation Order and Trees in Conservation Areas) (Scotland) 
 Regulations 1975, which Regulations state that:-

(1) every objection or representation to the Planning Authority with respect to an Order shall 
 be made in writing, shall state the grounds thereof, and specify the particular trees, groups 
 of trees, or woodlands in respect of which it is made.

(2) an objection or representation shall be duly made if it complies with paragraph (1) of 
 this Regulation and is received by the Planning Authority within 28 days from the date of 
 the publication of the Notice by advertisement.

4. The Tree Preservation Order shall take effect provisionally on 13th January 2010 and shall 
 continue in force until

(i) the expiration of a period of 6 months beginning with the date on which the Tree 
 Preservation Order was made or

(ii) the date on which the Tree Preservation Order is confirmed, whichever first occurs.

Susan Mair, Head of Legal and Protective Services

To find out more about living and 
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk 

ASSISTANT FARM MANAGER 
Loch Lochy

Salary - £22,605 - £24,660 per annum, 
plus overtime

We are currently looking for a key individual 
to assist with the management of our farming 
operations at the Company’s newest and largest  
Freshwater site at Loch Lochy, near Fort William.
The ideal candidate will have several years’ practical experience in salmon 
farming.  Leadership combined with strong inter-personal and planning 
skills are just some of the attributes required for this post. In addition 
candidates must possess excellent computer skills, particularly in Microsoft 
Excel and Word, have a full driving licence and be prepared to undertake 
travel as required.

hours worked, in order to satisfy the demands of the role within the 
wider business.  
In time, Loch Lochy is expected to produce in excess of 5 million smolts.

salary package, plus bonus scheme, and the opportunity to develop their 
management careers within a global company at the forefront of the 
Scottish Salmon Farming Industry.  Assistance with relocation may also be 
available, if required.
If you would like to be considered for this post, please apply in writing no 
later than Friday 5th February 2010 to:  Vicky Ferguson, Human Resources 
Manager, Marine Harvest (Scotland) Limited, Business Resource Centre, Blar 
Mhor Industrial Estate, Fort William PH33 7PT.
Informal enquires can be addressed to John Watters, Freshwater Lochs Area 

E-mail: john.watters@marineharvest.com 

Lighthouse Caledonia is a leading independent producer 
of high quality Scottish salmon. Th e company is engaged 
in all stages of the value chain of farming Atlantic salmon 
and are a principal player in the Scottish aquaculture 
industry. We are committed to high standards of animal 
welfare, sustainable operations and promoting a responsible 
environmental policy.

We are currently recruiting for a Marine Operative in 
the Upper Loch Fyne area located within our South 
Production Region. 

MARINE OPERATIVE – (Ref: QP/MO(1)
(Salary grading range – depending on experience 

- £15,500 - £19,000)

Th e ideal candidate will be enthusiastic, self-motivated, 
have good communication skills and be able to demonstrate 
prior experience in working within a small, focused team 
in a constantly changing and challenging environment. 
Where previous aquaculture and boat handling experience 
is desirable for this post, the company will also off er further 
development opportunities through its in-house training 
and also through external training providers.

Working hours are normally 40hrs per week Monday 
to Friday, with weekend working required on rota basis 
overtime is paid at an enhanced rate.  

In return, the company off ers a comprehensive pay and 
benefi ts package including entry into the Company 
pension scheme after the qualifying period. A full, clean 
driving licence is also essential. 

For an application form and job description, please contact:

Veronica Anderson HR Offi  cer, 

Lighthouse Caledonia Ltd., Ardkinglas, Cairndow, 

Argyll, PA26 8BH

Tel: 01499 600 415

E-mail:veronica.anderson@lighthousecaledonia.com 

Closing date for applicants: 27 January 2010

Visit our website at www.lighthousecaledonia.com

OBAN 
CAMANACHD 

CLUB

AGM
at the Corran Halls, 

Oban
on Friday 29th 
January 2010

at 7.30pm
All Welcome



C H E R R Y W O O D 
SIDEBOARD stag full size 
sideboard, 3 doors, 3 drawers, 
solid wood, 1.4 metres long, 
mortice and tenon joints, good 
condition,  £49.95 Telephone 
01546 870667.
COFFEE TABLE dark wood, 
scalloped edge,  £20 Telephone 
01855 831383.
DINING TABLE round pine 
dining table with 4 chairs, 
£30 ono, Telephone 07788 
833110.
DINING TABLE drop leaf, 
pie-crust edged dining table, 
most attractive, £49.99 
Telephone Oban 01631 

DOUBLE BED silver metal 
tubular frame with nearly new 
mattress, hardly used in spare 
room, good clean condition,  
£30 Telephone 01631 720674.
HIGH BACK CHAIRS pair 
of high back winged chairs, as 
new, in tapestry design, beige, 
£350ono for both,   Telephone 
01880 770277.
OAK TABLE large, 
rectangular, ex Next,  £49.99 
Telephone 01631 565851.
OCCASIONAL CHAIR 
tapestry material, good 
condition,  £20 Telephone 
01855 831383.
PINE DOUBLE BED Pine 
framed double bed with good 
matress, North Connel,  £49.50 
Telephone 07770 623486.
SETTEE green, two seat 
settee, £11 Telephone Oban 

hours.
SINGLE BED in good order, 
£9 Telephone Oban 01631 

THREE PIECE SUITE 
neutral colours with wooden 
trim, very good condition, 
pick up only (Oban),  £49.99 
Telephone 07723 058487.
THREE PIECE SUITE 
modern, blue, £19 Telephone 
Oban 01631 564848 during 

TV CABINET wood effect, 
w77cmx52cmx44cm, £20 ono, 
Telephone 01631 710352.
WARDROBE light wood, 
£9 Telephone Oban 01631 

 GREYHOUNDS

HEALTH AND FITNESS
TENS MACHINE Lloyds 
Pharmacy, brand new, never 
used, safe effective pain relief 
without pills, dual channel, 
8 modes, 4 pads, large LCD 
display,  £25 Telephone 01631 
770201.
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www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear 

online at . Simply use the coupons on this page or visit the website and input your details there

Have a
CLEAROUT

and make some

CASH
NOW ONLINE

Advertise your 
unwanted items in either 

The Oban Times, 
Campbeltown Courier 

or Argyllshire Advertiser
your ad will also 
appear online at

Feeling the 
during the Credit Crunch?

Simply use the 
coupons on the

page or visit the 
website and input 
your details there

The Retired Greyhound 
Trust have beautiful 

dogs and bitches 
suitable for adoption. 
These dogs are fully 

vaccinated and spayed/
neutered. If you feel 

you could offer one of 
these ex-racers a home 
please contact Northern 

Division on 01470 
511705 or 01463 

235696.  The RGT is 
a registered charity  No 
269668.   A donation 

is required.  Look 
forward to hearing 

from you.

BABY EQUIPMENT
3-IN-1 HIGHCHAIR East 
Coast brand, originally £65, 
all wooden, converts to small 
table and chair, new condition, 
hardly used,  £25 Telephone 
01631 570511.
COT dark wooden cot in 
excellent condition, no 
mattress, £19 Telephone Oban 

hours.
FISHER PRICE JUMPEROO 
good condition, few months 
old, keeps baby amused for 
hours!,  £45 Telephone 01631 
565968.
MATERNITY JEANS 
maternity jeans, over tummy 
style, size 16 long, boot cut, 
Red Herring Maternity, great 
condition,  £10 Telephone 
01631 570511.
MATERNITY TOPS & 
DRESS 3 pretty tops from 
Debenams and Dorothy 

dress with sequins, perfect for 
dressy event, size 14, £5 each, 
Telephone 01631 570511.

 BICYCLES
LADIES BIKE Lilac colour, in 
very good condition, not much 
used, located in Campbeltown 
area,  £39.99 Telephone 07748 
666681.
REAR PANNIER BAG AGU, 
unused, £40 ono,  Telephone 
01631 710352.

 BUILDING / DIY
M A S T E R F R A M E 
WINDOWS 21 ‘vintage’ high 
quality, new, sash windows, 
for sale due to mis-ordering 
at 50% of cost, various sizes, 
from £200/window,  £200 
Telephone 01583 421138.

 CAR ACCESSORIES

Fiat or Alfa Romeo, excellent 
condition, 15” pepperpot style, 
call for pics, Appin,  £49.99 
Telephone 07749 287336.
HONDA TYRE brnad new 
tyre, 205/60/R16, 92h tubeless 
radial for Honda HRV, never 
used,  £48 Telephone 01631 
720339.
REAR LINER for V70 Volvo 
Estate, £40 ono,   Telephone 
01546 603537.

 CARS AND CAR PARTS 
UNDER £250

PEUGEOT 205 F reg, very 
good runner, needs work to 
pass mot, 2 brand new front 
tyres, both front brakes slightly 
pitted o/s rear suspension, 
£200 ono,   Telephone 01855 
831341.

 CD’S, DVD’S AND 
VIDEOS

FAMILY GUY DVD 
BOXSET seasons 1-7, all 
discs in excellent condition, 
box slightly damaged,  great 
antidote to the winter blues! 
Appin,  £45 Telephone 07749 
287336.

 CLOTHES, SHOES AND 
ACCESSORIES

LADIES BOOTS leather 
boots, 2 pairs, one black and 
one tan, size 8, £15 per pair,  
Telephone 07502 318872.
LADIES SKI/BOARD 
JACKET Animal, aqua base 
colour with khaki design, 
taped seams, detachable 
powder skirt and hood, lycra 

snowcuffs, used 1 season 
excellent condition,  £45 
Telephone 01631 720674.

 COMPUTERS AND 
GAMES

ACER MONITOR AL 1714 

hardly used, complete with 
software and manual,  £25 
Telephone 01631 563544.
DS LITE GAME brand new, 
unwanted gift, in wrapper, 
cooking guide, cost £29.99 
from Argos,  £12 Telephone 
07920 111542.
NINTENDO DS LITE 
GAME brand new in wrapper, 
unwanted gift, ‘More Brain 
Training’, age 3+,  £12 
Telephone 07920 111542.
PS2 and 7 shoot ‘em up games, 
plus two wireless controllers, 
excellent condition, Appin,  
£30 Telephone 07749 287336.
SONY PS2 Sony Playstation 
2 with 2 controllers, 8mb card, 
all cables and 2 games, Tiger 
Woods 2005 and 2007, good 
condition,  £25 Telephone 
07920 111542.

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

FRIDGE larder style fridge 
(frigidare) good working order, 
21inches x 57inches, buyer to 
collect ,  £20 Telephone 01631 
566549.

 DOMESTIC PETS
COLLIE DOGS 1 dog and 
1 bitch, working to hand and 
three bitch pups of very good 
sire - J Barr’s Jaf,   Telephone 
07825 038955.
KUNE KUNE PIGLETS for 
sale, girls and castrated boys, 
excellent pets, must be seen, 
Telephone 01880 740636.

 FIREARMS
3 GUN CABINET police 
approved storage cabinet for 3 
shotguns, external dimensions 
1 3 2 5 x 2 0 1 x 2 2 1 m m , 
Lochgilphead,  £49.99 
Telephone 07880 682047.

 FURNITURE
BAR STOOLS 4 kitchen/bar 
stools, chrome with wooden 
seat,  £30 Telephone 01631 
563544.
BED SETTEE dark blue 
with colourful cushions, 
£29 Telephone Oban 01631 

BED SETTEE Chaise longue 
style bed settee, quite unique, 
£19 Telephone Oban 01631 

BUREAU teak bureau in 
excellent condition, North 
Connel ,  £49.50 Telephone 
07770 623486.
CABIN BED beech colour, 
drawers, desk and shelves 
underneath, buyer collects, 
excellent condition,  £40 
Telephone 01880 740636.
CANE CONSERVATORY 
SUITE bargain, 2 seater sofa, 
2 armchairs, 2009 model, 
high backed luxury deep 

comfort, all totally unused, 
intended for show home, Cost 
£1,500, can deliver,  £495 
Telephone 07766 773131.
CD/DVD CUPBOARD 
Ikea Lesvik range, two glass 

pine, H112cm x W70cm,  £15 
Telephone 01631 720674.

 HOME ENTERTAINMENT
FERGUSON TV black, 20”, 
good working order,  £10 
Telephone 07788 833110.

screen, good working order, 
instruction manual and remote,  
£8 Telephone 01631 563050.
PORTABLE TV Bush 14” 

has remote control and free 
wall bracket, perfect working 
order,  £20 Telephone 07920 
111542.
TV/DVD COMBI spongebob 
design, unwanted christmas 
present, with remote,  £45 
Telephone 07766 591057.

 HOME FURNISHINGS
MIRRORS 2 long wavy new 
mirrors, £10 each,  £ Telephone 
01631 720369.

 KITCHEN AND 
BATHROOM

WORKTOP JIG new AEG 
kitchen worktop jig with pins,  
£40 Telephone 07788 833110.

 LIVESTOCK
WEANERS FOR SALE 
2 hand reared Gloucester 
Old Spots, very friendly 
would make great sows 
+8 Saddleback/Gloucester 
old spots, ready soon,  £50 
Telephone 01880 760212.

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS, featuring 
spectacular photography of 
some of our most scenic lochs, 
rivers, beaches and mountains. 
Always a popular gift for 
family and friends at home or 
abroad. Order on-line at www.
scottishfield.co.uk/calendar 
2010.
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALENDAR, 
fabulous views of the West 
Highlands portrayed in this 
handy and conveniently sized 
calendar. Ideal for home 

line at www.obantimes.co.uk/
calendar 2010.

 MARINE
YAMAHA OUTBOARD 
40hp, long shaft, electric start, 
autolube, very good condition, 
£500 ono,   Telephone 01688 
302557.

 MISCELLANEOUS
STEEL STORAGE 
CONTAINER 21ft, double 
doors, lockable,  £800 
Telephone 07733 097276.

 MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

FIDDLE and case, suit 8 
years+,  £30 Telephone 07799 
332609.

 OUTDOOR SPORTS 
EQUIPMENT

SKI BOOTS size 10, Nordica 
N700, good condition, Connel,  
£49.99 Telephone 01631 
710380.
SKIS Dynastar salomon 
bindings, vgc, used only 1 
season, bargain, Connel,  
£49.99 Telephone 01631 
710380.

 PET ACCESSORIES
METAL DOG CAGE large, 
folding,  £45 Telephone 07825 
038955.

 PHOTOGRAPHY
EPSON PICTUREMATE 
B271A Digital photo printer, 
new cartridge and 5x3 paper, 
as new, print without a PC,  
£40 Telephone 07714 753206.
FUJIFILM CAMERA 
Zoomdate 1300 35mm 
camera, lightweight point-
and-shoot with 4.6x zoom, 
auto load, advance, self timer, 
carry case, excellent condition,  
£45 Telephone 07714 753206.

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

LAMINATING keep your 
important documents safe 
from dust, dirt, tears and 
creases. From photos, health 
and safety documents, 
telephone lists, room signs etc. 
A4 - £2 A3 £3. 
CHANGED ADDRESS? 
avoid writing out your details 
over and over again! Sticky 
labels to attach on all your 
correspondence, 500 labels 
from £20. Contact Krisp 
Printing and Stationery, 
Burnbank, Campbeltown.,  £ 
Telephone 01586 554975.

 TOYS AND GAMES
POOL TABLE 5ft childrens 
wooden pool table, 1 year old, 
cost over £100, sell for £20 as 
slightly damaged at corner, 
Telephone 01631 565851.

 WANTED
SCRAP METAL all types of 
scrap metal, we uplift cars, 
call Mr Cook, West Coast 
Srap Metals Telephone 01499 
500638 07774 621917.

Happy 30th Birthday 
Tricia Smith

Love Mum, Kerry, 
Lindsay and Callum x

•REMOVALS & STORAGE

MACQUEEN
BROS LTD

•CARAVANS

•PLUMBING & HEATING

•DOUBLE GLAZING

Windows
and doors
Roof Line

Garage Doors
Conservatories
GRP Flat Roofs

For a free quote 
contact

Ronald Gordon 
01631 720074 

or 07776 402550

•CARPET CLEANING

07827 014328
info@ecocarpetcleaning.net

call or text

Puts the life back into 
tired looking furniture

Offers  information and 
support and refuge (if 

needed) to women and 
children (if any) who 

have been or are being 
abused by their partner/

ex partner
Telephone:

08702 413548

Argyll and Bute
WOMEN’S

AID

• COUNSELLING

Argyll Highlands & Islands

Tel 01631 720397
Tel 07799358396
Free quotations

barryferguson@tiscali.co.uk

• New Installations 
• Rewiring

• Maintenance
• Testing and Inspection

• Portable Appliance Testing
• 24 hr Callout

•ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Shinty

Marine Harvest South Division Two
Aberdour 2 Oban Celtic 3

Shinty

I enclose £1 (note) for 20 crosses (tick box)  The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules.
How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen.  Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1.

Name_________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________Tel No.______________________

Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£900

CompetitionSpot the SHINTY BALL
All you have to do

We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  Now look 
carefully at the position of the players and use your skill and judgement 
to place a cross at the exact point where you think the centre of the ball 
was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost 
of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 
 The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 per week 
until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must 
be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will be 
void.  Prizes will be shared between those submitting correct entries.
 If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will be 
awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be awarded that 
week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 
20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to reach "Spot the 
Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll 
PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Office, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, mislaid 

or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.
 The Company’s decision is final on all matters relating to the competition 
and no correspondence will be entered into. The final decision rests with 
the Company.
 In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 
equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the  awarding 
of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
 The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and void 
at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the price of 
the coupon to any person who has entered the competition at that time.
 Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible to enter.

This week's nearest the ball winners, who each receive £25 are:
J MacKinnon, Dalnabreac, Kilmore and R Ross, Burnbank Terrace, Oban

PERSONALS

Happy 40th
January 23, 2010

Iain (Buffy) 
Donaldson

Where’s the hair gone?
Love Morven, DJ, Paul, 

Sean and Gavin. x

HAPPY 18th 
Hazel-Jane

January 20, 2010

Love from Mum, 
Dad and Ozzy xxx

“Trust in the Lord
 with all your heart 

and lean not 
on your own understanding. 

In all your ways acknowledge Him, 
and He shall direct your path.”

YOU ARE KNOWN 
UNTO GOD!

Visit SermonAudio.com
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FOR THE BLIND 
CHILDREN OF

SCOTLAND’S ACADEMIC 
TUITION AT THE ROYAL 
SCHOOL IN EDINBURGH
 Please give your financial 
support by donation, deed of 
covenant or legacy
 Please send to Appeals
Department, Highland 
Arts Effort, Royal Blind  
Asylum School, P.O. Box 
500, Gillespie Crescent, 
Edinburgh, EH10 4HZ

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
David Mudie (Treasurer)

Oban Hospice Ltd
The Croft
Kilmore

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce
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BIRTHS

ENGAGEMENTS
CAMPBELL -
McLUCKIE - Family and 
friends are delighted to 
announce the engagement 
on Christmas day of Gillian 
to Roy.

DEATHS
DICKISON - Peacefully 
on Sunday, January 17, 

Bungalow at Wellpark 
House, Esplanade Lane, 
Oban, Robert Bennett 
(Bert), much loved husband 
of Norma, dear father 
of Steven and Eric and 
beloved grandfather of 
Scott, Gregor and Lauren.  
Sadly missed.  The Funeral 
Service will be held at St 
John’s Cathedral, Oban, on 
Monday, January 25, 2010 
at 7.00pm.  Followed by 
Cremation Service at Perth 
Crematorium on Tuesday, 
January 26, 2010 at 3.00pm.  

collection/donations will 
be taken for Marie Curie 
Cancer Care and Macmillan 
Cancer Support.
MACAULAY - Sadly at the 
Lorn and Islands Hospital, 
Oban on Tuesday, January 
12, 2010, Donald, loving 
son of the late Calum and 
Katie and loving brother of 
Hector, Howard and Calum. 
Sorley missed.
MACDONALD - Hamish 
Alexander (Oban) passed 
away peacefully at his home 
in Liverpool on January 
13, 2010 aged 66.  Missed 
greatly by his two children 
Hamish and Katherine 
and good friend Linda.  

Crematorium, Liverpool on 
January 22, at 9am.
MACFARLANE - At Lorn 
and Islands Hospital, Oban 
on January 15, 2010 after an 
illness bravely fought and 
with her family at her side, 
Irene, aged 70, beloved wife 
of the late Tommy, a dearly 
loved mum, granny and 
sister.
MACINTYRE - Peacefully 
at the Lorn and Islands 
Hospital, Oban, on January 
19, 2010, Irvine MacIntyre, 
(Canon), 15 Glencruitten 
Drive, Oban, beloved son 
of the late James MacIntyre, 
cousin of Donnie and Helen 
MacFarlane and friend to 
many.  Will be sadly missed.  
Funeral will take place from 
The Church of Scotland, 
Glencruitten Road, Oban, 
on  Monday, January 25, 
2010 at 1.30pm, thereafter 
to Pennyfuir Cemetery.  

collection/donations will be 
taken for Ward A, at the 
Lorn and Islands Hospital, 
Oban.
MACNAB - Suddenly, 
on  November 30, 2009, 
Alexander Nicol Macnab, 
(Alastair), in his 66th year, 
(retired banker, Royal 
Bank of Scotland, Oban), 
Kilmaronaig Croft, Connel, 
beloved son of the late 
Alexander and Patricia Mary 
Macnab, (née MacNicol), 
Kilmaronaig Croft, Connel.  

Memorial Service will be 
held in St Oran’s Church, 
Connel on Thursday 
(today), January 21, 2010 
at 7.00pm, followed by 
a Cremation Service at 
Perth Crematorium on 
Friday, January 22, 2010 
at 11.30am, to which all 
friends are invited to both 
services.
WEIR - Andy.  On January 
12, 2010, passed away 
peacefully at Harrogate 
Hospital aged 69 years. A 
much loved husband, father, 
brother, uncle and friend 
to many. Funeral Service 
took place at Stonefall 
Crematorium, Harrogate 
on Tuesday, January 19 
at 1.40pm. Further details 
McBride and Sons 01423 
528500.

ACKNOWLEDGE-
MENTS

BOYD - Anne, Christine, 
Charlie and all the family of 
the late Nessie Boyd would 
like to thank all relatives, 
friends and neighbours for 
all the cards, phone calls 
and words of comfort during 
their sad loss.  We would 
like to thank the doctors 
and nursing staff at Ward C,  
Lorn and Islands Hospital 
who cared for her during 

thanks to Provost Norman 
MacCallum for his most 
comforting service.  Thanks 
also to Ian MacInnes and 
staff at D and A Munn for the 
very caring and professional 
way they conducted all 
funeral arrangements.  To 
the staff at the Rowan Tree 
Hotel thank you for looking 
after us so well after the 
funeral.  Also thanks to all 
who paid their last respects 
at the church and cemetery 
on  such a bitter cold day.  
The retiring collecting for 
ABCD raised £322,  and 

like to thank everyone at 
the Lynn of Lorne Nursing 
Home for making Nessie’s 
last twelve months so 
special for her.
CARGILL - David, Alan 
and Jane would like to 
thank all relatives, friends 
and neighbours for the 
overwhelming number of 
cards, visits, telephone 
calls and personal messages 
following Sheila’s death. 
Sincere thanks to Rev Jim 
Rettie for his comforting 
service, Ewen MacLennan 
and Theresa Kennedy of 
John MacLellan and Co, 
Funeral Directors for their 
caring funeral arrangements 
and Lochardil House Hotel 
for their catering. Special 
thanks to Libby McKee 
and all her staff at Moss 
Park Nursing Home for 
the devoted care to Sheila 
in the latter months of her 
life and to Sheena McGruer 
and her care staff and 
drivers at the Montrose 
Centre, Inverlochy. Finally 
thanks to everyone who 
paid their last respects at 
Inverness Crematorium and 
who donated to Moss Park 
Nursing Home.
GILLIES - The family of the 
late Johan Gillies, Mosspark 
Nursing Home, Caol, 
Fort William, previously 
residing at 2 Heather Grove, 
Caol with her daughter 
Ishobel and at Cullen and 
Largs with her daughter 
Doreen, would like to thank 
the Rev Christopher Macrae 
for conducting her funeral 
service and all family 
and friends who attended 
the church and paid their 
respects at the cemetery in 
Broadford, Skye.  Thanks are 
due to the staff at Mosspark 
Nursing Home and Glen 
Mor Medical Practice for 
their care and attention, also 
to Crossroads Care for their 
support, to Mike McFall, 
Funeral Directors and 

for their attention to detail, 
also staff at the Claymore 
Restaurant, Broadford.
KIRKPATRICK - Alex, 
Irene, George and family 
would like to thank 
friends and relatives for 
the numerous cards and 

passing.  Special thanks to 
Denise (mum’s neighbour), 
ambulance service, A and E 
Dept, Ward B, Lorn Medical 
Centre and Betty Graham 
for always being so helpful 
to mum over the years.  
Sincere thanks to Revd Ken 
Hunter for such a beautiful 
heartfelt service and to Ian 
at D and A Munn for funeral 

thanks to everyone who 
paid their respects to mum 
at the church and graveside.  
Retiring collection for 
ABCD raised £1003.28.
LAWRIE - (Lairg).  Gyle 
and the family would like to 
thank all relatives, friends 
and neighbours for the kind 
expressions of sympathy 
and love received in so 
many ways following their 
sad loss of Connie.  Heartfelt 
thanks to doctors and nurses 
at Migdale Hospital, Bonar 
Bridge for their kind and 
loving care.  Sincere thanks 
to the Rev David Scott for 
his comforting service, Mr 
Alasdair Rhind, Funeral 
Director for his kind and 
caring arrangements and to 
all who joined with us at 
Fearn Abbey and Balintore 
Cemetery to pay their last 
respects.  Thanks are also 
expressed for the kind 
donations to the Migdale 

Hospital Equipment Fund 
amounting to £261.97.  
Finally grateful thanks to 
all at the Seaboard Hall, 
Balintore for their beautiful 
refreshments.
MACGILLIVRAY - 
Katherine and Paul would 
like to thank all relatives, 
friends and neighbours for 
the support, many cards, 

of sympathy extended to 
them following the sad 
loss of their dear mum and 
gran, Christina, (Chrissie 
MacDonald), late of 
Achnalarig, Glencruitten. 
Special thanks to Rev 
Younger for his comforting 
words and also Mike 
McFall for his caring 
and professional funeral 
arrangements
MACGILLIVRAY - Jean, 
sincerely thanks all family, 
friends and neighbours for 
the phone calls, cards and 
sympathy received on the 
passing of my husband, Ian. 
I would also like to thank 
Rev Alison Grainger for 
her uplifting service and 
Mike McFall for funeral 
arrangements. Last but not 
least, I would like to thank 
Dr Colebrook, Dr Topham 
and the community nurses 
for care and attention in 
Ian’s last months. The sum 
of £352 was collected for 
Acharacle Medial Practice.
MACTAGGART - 
Margaret (née MacLachlan). 
Kitty, Milda and families 
would like to thank all 
relatives, friends and 
neighbours for all the phone 
calls, letters, cards and 

to them following the death 
of their sister, Margaret. 
Thank you to Rev Angus 
Morrison for his comforting 
service at Kilmeny Church 
and at the graveside, to the 
organist Marsali Thomson 
and to piper James 
MacEachern. Thank you 
also to Craig MacArthur 

arrangements, to Bridgend 
Hotel for the excellent 
purvey and to all who paid 
their last respects at church 
and graveside.
McINTYRE - Julia and 
family would like to thank 
most sincerely relatives 
and friends for their kind 
expressions of sympathy 
following their recent 
sad bereavement. Special 
thanks to Rev Dugald 
Cameron for his comforting 
service and to Hamish Hoey 
and Son for professional 
and sensitive funeral 
arrangements. Thank you 
also to the Social Work staff 
– homecare team, to Vicky, 
Mags and Kim of Helping 
Hands and neighbours 
and friends who took such 
good care of Trixie. We are 
forever grateful. Thank you 
to everyone who attended 
the church service and so 
kindly donated to RAF 
Benevolent Fund.

IN MEMORIAM
BARRIE - In ever loving 
memory of our dear mother, 
Dorothy (née MacBeth) 
who passed away January 
19, 1961 (R.I.P).
When thoughts go back
As they often do
We treasure memories
Of a mother warm and true.
- Wendy, Matthew and 
Clelland.
EDWARDS - In loving 
memory of our mum and 
granny Mary Bell, died 
January 26, 1995, also 
remembering our dad 
and grandpa Donald died 
September 19, 1986.
Loved and remembered 
always
- Donnie, Anne and family.
KENNEDY - In loving 
memory of our dear father 
and grandfather, Sandy, who 
died January 21, 1990.
Loved and remembered 
always.
- Emily and Ken,  Kathleen 
and Roddy, Iain and Louise 
and Bruce and Mairi. 
KIRKPATRICK - In 
loving memory of a dear 
wife and loving mother, 
Rachel McInnes who died 
on January 21, 1974.  Also 
our two sons, Billy, died 
September 11, 1990, and 
John, died on July 1, 1996.
Treasured memories.
- J Kirkpatrick and family.
MACDONALD - In loving 
memory our mother, Kate, 
who passed away on January 
27, 2009.
Always in our thoughts.
- Neil, Morag, Mary, John 
and families.
MACDONALD - In loving 
memory of our dear mother 
Mary, died January 19, 
2002, and our dear father 
Duncan, died February 17, 
1997.
Much loved and remembered 
every day.
- Irene, Ronald, David and 
Mhairi, Craighouse, Isle of 
Jura.
MACDONALD - In loving 
memory our dear brother 
and uncle, Willie, who died 
January 21, 2009.
This day is remembered and 
quietly kept
No words are needed
We shall never forget.
Also remembering loved 
ones gone before.
- Kathleen, Wally and 
family, Farnborough and 
Fleet.
MACDONALD - In loving 
memory of Willie, a dear 
brother and uncle who died 
January 21, 2009.

Your presence we miss
Your memory we treasure
Loving you always
Forgetting you never.
Also remembering loved 
ones gone before.
- Mary, Charlie, nieces and 
nephews
MACDOUGALL - 
Precious memories of my 
darling son and brother, 
David, died tragically in a 
road accident on January 
24, 1996, aged 31 years.  
Also my darling husband 
Duncan, father, father-in-
law and papa who died on 
August 26, 1996.
Behind a smile there’s many 
a tear
For ones we lost and loved 
so dear
To a beautiful life came a 
sudden end 
He died as he lived, 
everyone’s friend.
- Inserted by Mum, Ann, 
Darren, Liam, Siobhon and 
Aiden.
MACKINNON - Precious 
memories of Donald (wee 
Dan) beloved dad, father-in-
law and grandpa who died 
January 19, 2006. 
Those we love don’t go 
away
They walk beside us every 
day.
Still loved and sorely 
missed.
- John, Mary, Lisa, John and 
Martin.
MAITLAND - In loving 
memory of Ishbel and Bert, 
loving and devoted parents, 
grandparents and great-
grandparents.
Every day we miss you, 
but the memories are ours 
forever.
God bless you both and 
eternal love.
- Ian, Lynn, Nicole and 
Kristofer xxxx.
MAITLAND - Cherished
memories of Ishbel.  A 
devoted mum, mother-in-
law and nanny, who died 
January 21, 2006, also 
Robert J (Bert), a loving 
dad, father-in-law and 
pappy, who died February 
15, 1998.
A bouquet of roses just for 
you
Sprinkled with teardrops 
instead of dew
Placed in the middle a 
forget-me-not
To show you both we have 
not forgot.
- Fiona, Alistair and Martin 
xxx.
MALLOCH - In loving 
memory of my dear brother 
Ian who passed away  
January 18, 2009.
We cannot have the old days 
back
when we were all together
But secret tears and loving 
thoughts
Will be with us forever
Loved and remembered 
always
- Moira, John and Family.
MALLOCH - In loving 
memory of my dear brother 
Ian who passed away 
January 18,  2009
and all my much loved 
family who have gone 
before
Precious  memories 
treasured forever
of days when we were all 
together
No longer here our lives to 
share
But in our hearts you are 
always there.
- Elma, Bill and Family.
PEARSON - Treasured 
memories of our precious 
son Jamie, tragically taken 
from us on January 24, 
1996, aged 27.
You left a place no one can 

Simple words but very true
We will always love and 
remember you
Loved and remembered 
every day.
- Mum and Dad.
In memory of Jamie, a 
loving brother, brother-in-
law and uncle.
Remembered and missed 
every day.
- Audrey and Gregor.
Love you and miss you 
loads.
- Gemma xx and Ashleigh 
xx.
POTTER - Ninth 
anniversary of our much 
loved and missed daughter 
and sister, Jennifer Jane, 
tragically killed on January 
20, 2001.
- Mum, Dad, Tommy, 
Coogie, Carol and family at 
home and away xxx.
POTTER - Treasured 
memories of my dear 
granddaughter, Jennifer 
Jane, killed January 20, 
2001.
- Loved and remembered 
Nana.
POTTER - Treasured 
memories of our dear niece 
and cousin, Jennifer, who 
died on January 20, 2001.
- Stephen, Kirsty, Findlay 
and Susannah.
POTTER - Fond memories 
of Jennifer, tragically taken 
from her family.
Always remembered.
- Aunty Irene and all the 
family in Glasgow and 
London.
TRAYNOR - In loving 
memory of Catherine (Kate), 
a very dear mum, mother-
in-law and gran, who died 
January 21, 2009. RIP.
Deep in our hearts you will 
always stay
Loved and remembered 
every day.
- Rosemary and Innes, 
Glencoe.
Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts.
- Dorothy, Craig and Laura, 
Edinburgh.

DOUGLAS
Normon and Carmen 

are thrilled to announce 
the birth of a beautiful 

daughter, Lilian Ashley, 
on December 30, 2009, 

in Germany, seventh 
grandchild to Donald 

Douglas, Oban and Flora 
Siekmann, Germany.

ECCLESIASTICAL NOTICES

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 24th January 2010

Epiphany 3
Conversion of St. Paul

St John’s Cathedral, Oban
Holy Communion ........08:00
Sung Eucharist .............10:15
Sunday School and Creche

Loop System
Large Print Hymn Books

All Welcome
Norman MacCallum,

Provost.
(01631) 562323

St Columba, Gruline, 
Mull

Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity -
Ecumenical Service ..11.00

St Columba, 
Bishop’s House, Iona

Holy Eucharist ..........10.00

ASSOCIATED 
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church 
Sunday 24th January 2010

11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.
Phone-In ‘Worship Link’ 

available
Rev. Archie McPhail

MA, MTh
(01631) 567076

All welcome

LORN
CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP
Sunday 24th January 2010

Oban High School 
Main Hall
10:30am

All Welcome
Telephone

07836 342 622
www.lorncf.org.uk

OBAN
MEMORIALS

OM

Alistair MacLean
Master Sculptor
Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban
Design and prices on request

LETTERING AND RENOVATING 
DONE IN ANY CEMETERY

TEL: 01631 563123 / 565269

MEMORIALS

CHARITY DONATIONS

Graduations

Jennifer Louise Scobbie GRADUATED from 
Edinburgh Napier University with a Bachelor of 

Nursing in Child Health. Jennifer was deputy head 
girl at McLaren High in Callander, and is a former 
pupil at Lochaber High and Fort William Primary 
schools. Jennifer is currently working at the Royal 

Hospital for Sick Children in Edinburgh. 

Fiona Scott  graduated from Heriot Watt University, 
Edinburgh with a Master of Science in Urban and 
Regional Planning.  Fiona is the daughter of Nancy 
Scott, Ardrishaig and attended Ardrishaig Primary 
and Lochgilphead High Schools.  She is currently 

Council in Oban.

Joyce McIntyre graduated from Robert 
Gordon University, Aberdeen, with a BA in 
Public Health and works in The Isle of Mull 
as a Public Health Nurse.  Lewis, Euan and 

Rhona are very proud of their mum.

Lindsay Gunn. Graduated from Glasgow 
Caledonian University with a BSc in Adult Nursing. 

Lindsay is the daughter of Jim and Ann Gunn 
Benderloch. Lindsay is a former pupil of Dunbeg 

Primary and Oban High School

Published by Wyvex Media Limited,

Fax (01631) 568001 — www.obantimes.co.uk

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions 
which relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications 
owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited 
Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The 
Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful 
and comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice and 
all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the 
advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made 
on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether 
placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the 
Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, the 
publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the 
whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and 
Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher 
to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage 
occasioned by any total or partial failure (however caused) of 
publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which 
any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any 
error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the 
case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the 
cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where 
the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from 
the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within 
fourteen days of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total 
liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for 
the particular advertisement in connection with which liability 
arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type 
and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with 
which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the 
Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling 
upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement 
in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in 
accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in 
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance 
of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must 
be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 
15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the 
invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition 
the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an 
additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though 
it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of 
our conditions.

The Oban Times
PREPAID

ADVERTISING
RATES

Lineage Rates
Minimum charge £13.05+VAT

(up to 25 words)
thereafter £2.50 per line

Box Number Fee £5.10 (+VAT)
Births, Engagements, Marriages, 

Deaths and Acknowledgments
Minimum charge £12.00 (+VAT)

thereafter £2.50 per line 
(+VAT)

In Memoriam:
Minimum charge £8.87(+VAT)

thereafter £1.87 per line 
(+VAT)

See Trade Classified Page for 
Rates

Trade Display:
£9.10 per single column 

centimetre
Recruitment:

£16 per single column centi-
metre

Public Notices:
£10.25 per single column 

centimetre
Properties

£9.90 per single column 
centimetre

Private Accommodation
to Let/Wanted

£9.90 per single column 
centemeter

(all rates exclusive of VAT)
Personals:

£7.00 per single column 
centimetre

Payment: Pre-payment
required for advertisements 
of less than £50 (excluding 

death notices)
Please make cheques and 
postal orders payable to
The Oban Times, P.O. 
Box 1, Oban, Argyll, 

PA34 4HB
www.obantimes.co.uk

A TOUCH OF SCOTLAND 
EVERY WEEK!

The Oban Times
SUBSCRIPTION RATES

(one year)
U.K ........................... £58.00
Rest of World ........ £100.00
The Oban Times Ltd

 P.O. Box 1
 Oban, Argyll, 

PA34 4HB
 Scotland, UK

www.obantimes.co.uk

‘MORE natural,’ we said.  ‘That’s 
what winters used to be like.’  

scarves and enjoyed the seasonal 
weather.

the pipes froze. And the grit ran 
out.

was that you only had the distance 
to fall! It wasn’t all fun.

There is also such a thing as 
a spiritual freeze. A hard heart. 

hope. Unloving. 
Not able to do good we know 

we should. We lose our footing 
and people get hurt.

It starts off looking pretty – we 
enjoy it, but it doesn’t stay that 
way.

The Bible speaks about winter. 

‘He gives snow like wool. … 
Who can stand before his cold?’  
Then it says, ‘He sends out his 
word and melts them.’ 

The quote (from Psalm 147) 
refers to God’s involvement in 
natural events.

It also reminds us that he can 
melt a hard heart.

The Bible is God speaking.  He 
tells us about himself.

He is so much better than we 
are that we tend to resent it – our 
heart gets harder.

And his justice seems to leave 
no hope.

But when he speaks about his 
pity and gentleness then our heart 
begins to melt.

The Bible speaks about Jesus as 
a representative, doing everything 
God requires of humanity.  It 

speaks of love so great that he 
died voluntarily for the sins of 
those he represented.

It speaks about him living 
again.

It invites all and sundry to 
come to him so they will share the 
blessing of eternal life.

If we read it more, and took it to 
heart, our spiritual freeze would 
pass and signs of spring would 
appear.

The thaw is when we get burst 
pipes.

A spiritual thaw can also be 
untidy. It’s time to call in the 
plumbers.

Let’s ask for the Spirit of God to 
help us understand what he wrote 
in the Bible and to use it well.

Rev Archie McPhail

Thought for the week

Melting the spiritual frost
Kilmore
100 Club
THE KILMORE 100 Club 
winner for November 
of £100 was L Still; the 
December winners were 
M MacMahon, £100; 
J Overnell, £300; I 
Diamond, £500 and the 
January winner of £100 
was I Gibson.

A very successful 
evening was held in 
the Kilmore Hall on 
December 5 for the 100 
Club draw and social 
event.  There was food 
and drink, fun and games 
with lots for everyone 
to enjoy at the pre-
Christmas social.

Some events into the 
New Year had to be 
cancelled becasue of 
the extreme weather 
conditions.
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FRIDAY

4

14

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown  -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00

Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig  +0.25
Portree  +0.55
Tobermory  +0.16
Dover  +5.30

Sponsored by
NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550

Tides

the weather
Sponsored by

NANCY BLACK Ships’ Chandler

Thursday
Heavy snow is forecast. 

Winds moderate to strong south-easterly. 
Temperatures around 3ºC

Friday
Expect sunny intervals with a south/south-westerly wind.

Temperatures 3ºC to 7ºC. 
Weekend Outlook 

A period of sunny intervals to continue with a light 
northerly wind. 

Temperatures 1ºC to 7ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist - Moderate

Oban to Coll/Tiree -As above
Kennacraig to Islay - As above

Tide tables for Oban during the week from 
Thursday, January 21, 2010

are listed below with differences 
for major ports listed beneath. 

All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm

Thur 02.52 1.4 08.58 3.6 15.21 1.6 21.00 3.4
Fri 03.21 1.6 09.31 3.5 15.59 1.7 21.37 3.3                 
Sat 04.01 1.7 10.14 3.3 16.52 1.9 22.23 3.1
Sun 04.58 1.9 11.14 3.1 18.03 1.9 23.28 3.0
Mon 06.21 1.9 13.10 3.0 19.20 1.9 **.** *.*
Tues 01.22 3.0 07.53 1.9 15.03 3.2 20.33 1.7
Wed 03.09 3.2 09.25 1.6 16.02 3.4 21.37 1.3
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Sponsored by NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550
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AN EXCITING new boxer 
has emerged from Fort 
William in the shape of 
super-heavyweight Chris 
Donnelly, who made his 
debut last Saturday in 
Linwood against Scott 
Lockhart of Doonhamers 
ABC.

With both boxers 
weighing more than 
91kg the crowd expected

the combatants dished up. 
From the opening bell 19-
year-old joiner Donnelly, 
from Caol, worked behind 
a fast powerful jab forcing 
Lockhart onto the back foot.

The Dumfries boxer proved 
fairly adept at keeping out of 
trouble, although he could 

Chris Donnelly: successful debut at Linwood

Caol teen’s hard-hitting debut
Boxing

not land any punches of note 
as Donnelly’s jab was so 
effective.

In the second round the 
Fort William man managed 
to close the distance on 
Lockhart and started to 
lambast Scott’s sides with 
huge hooks, forcing grunts 
of distress from the Dumfries 
boxer.

With punches landing 
regularly Lockhart 
backpedalled even more 
furiously and both rounds 
were clearly scored for 
the Lochaber debutant.

But Lockhart had come 
to win and tried to stand 
his ground and go to war in 

round three. Unfortunately 
for him this is what Chris 
had been hoping for and as 
the two boxers collided in 
ring centre like two rutting 
stags it was noticeable that 
Donnelly was the boxer 
consistently having the 
last word, culminating in 
Lockhart being issued a 
standing eight count from 
yet another jab.

Lockhart was forced into 
a corner after the count 
but Donnelly showed his 
inexperience by stepping
back to let him out 
of danger. The contest ended 
with Donnelly once again 
throwing damaging body 

shots to Lockhart and the 
points verdict in his favour 

welcomed by the excited 
crowd.

It was a great start for 
Chris and he grew in stature 
as the bout progressed. Now 
he has started competitive 
contests he will undoubtedly 
improve rapidly due to the 
experience he will garner and 
his fantastic work ethic – he 
didn’t return from Linwood 
until 2am but was back in 
the gym at 1pm that day.

Fifteen year-old Denver 
Small was also in action on 
the bill against Gary McGuire 
of Bellahouston ABC and 
the opening stanza produced
the best round of Denver’s 
short boxing career. He was 

hurtful combinations to 
McGuire’s body and head, 
the Glaswegian noticeably 

Inexplicably, Denver 
completely took his foot off 
the gas in the second round 
and altough McGuire did 
very little, Small did even 
less. Small now realised he 
had to pick up the pace to 
regain a lead in the contest 
but McGuire now had 
momentum and although 
Denver improved so did 
Gary, the majority decision 
going in favour of the 
Bellahouston boxer in a bout 
where Denver really did 
snatch defeat from the jaws 
of victory. 

However, he is on a steep 
learning curve and it is 
another lesson learned for
the very classy local boxer.

Saints back on Scottish Cup duty
FootballTHE FOSTER’S Scottish 

Amateur Cup 5th round tie 
between Falkirk and Oban 
Saints, due to be played at 
Little Kerse, Grangemouth, 
last Saturday was called off 
due to a frozen pitch.

The match, which has 
now been postponed twice 

due to the weather, has been 
re-arranged for this Saturday 
at the same venue, with a 
2pm kick-off. 

Saints had hoped to 
organise a friendly match 
against Tarbert after the 

Falkirk game had fallen foul 
of the weather, but this too 
had to be called off as the 3g 
pitch at Oban High School 
was covered in ice.

Instead manager Iain 
Jackson took his squad for 
a two-hour training session 
indoors at Atlantis Leisure 
on Saturday afternoon.

Both the matches 
featuring the Under 13s, at 
home to Barcalomond, and 
the Under 15s, away to Blair 
Thistle, were also cancelled 
due to the weather.  

The Under 13s will be 
hoping to get their home 
Regional Cup 3rd round tie 
with Barcalomond played on 
Saturday, kick-off is 12 noon 
at the Community Pitch. The 
Under 15s have no game.

Oban swimmers making waves

OVER 30 members attended 
the recent AGM of the 
Dragon’s Tooth Golf Club, 
Ballachulish.

During the meeting retiring 
club captain Charles Young 
paid tribute to Laurence 
Young for his investment 
in the golf course and 
clubhouse

Head greenkeeper David 
Lawrence was given a 
unanimous vote of thanks 
for all his hard work and the 
excellent condition of the 
course.

Alan Milton takes over as 
captain of the men’s section 
and Maureen Robson, the 
ladies section.

Charles Young will 
continue to steer the 
development of the junior 
section.

A warm welcome is 
extended to all local golfers. 
Further details of opening 

activities can be obtained at 
www.dragonstooth.co.uk

Golf

Club captain 
retires

Football

Oban over-35 
six-a-sides

P     Pts
Emergency     3      9
Spartak           3    9
Trialists          3      9
Taynuilt          3      6
Seil          4    6
Clan Trees      3    3
Hydro          3    0
Owen Sails     3    0
Teachers         3    0

Results: Emergency 10, Seil 
2; Clan Trees 3, Trialists 4; 
Spartak 8, Teachers 2.

Pool

Oban Pool 
League

             P     Pts
Lochnell        10     16
Loch B          9    14
Markie’s A      9      14
Lancaster       10     14
Loch A         10    12
Cellar         10    12
Claredon A    10    12
Kelvin Dale   10     8
Markie’s B     10     8
Gluepot          10      4
Claredon        10      2

Football

outing

FORT WILLIAM take on 

away on Saturday in what is 

outing in seven weeks.

early last week that the thaw 
would come in time to save 
last Saturday’s scheduled 
match against Rothes.

But morning inspections 
found Claggan Park still 
frozen underneath and 
waterlogged on top after 
snowmelt and heavy rain 
collected in pools on the 
pitch.

Fort players have not 
kicked a ball in anger since 
December 5.

Athletics
Glenmore 10k

SKYE and Lochalsh 
Running Club were forced 
to cancel the Glenmore 
10k on Saturday, the third 
race in their winter series, 
because of adverse weather 
conditions.

Due to logging work in 
Glenbrittle Forest, race four 
on February 20 will now be 
Leallt to Loch Cuithir and 
and back which is off-road 
but along a track.

Registration is 11.30am as 
usual in the Leallt car park 
for a midday start.

Swimming

Members of Lochaber Rugby Club, partners and 
friends held their annual dinner dance at the Alexan-

dra Hotel in Fort William on Saturday night. Pictured 
above are players and committee members before what 

was a very successful and entertaining evening. The 
-

tures at Black Parks, Fort William, because of ongoing 
concerns over the state of the pitch at Banavie, which is 

suffering from drainage problems. 

Players put their 
best boot forward

Lochaber Athletic Club can expect somewhat easier 
conditions at Leanachan this Sunday than those that 

prevailed for their last outing two weeks ago, the 
riverbank race in Glen Nevis (pictured). Recent milder 

temperatures should ensure conditions for Sunday’s 
race will be soft, if muddy, underfoot. The seniors’ 

juniors’ and youth races all start at 11am. Registration 
is at Nevis Range car park beforehand.

A brighter outlook

KILLIN Golf Club junior 
Laura Aitken, who has 

Kinross County Junior Girls 
for the last three years, has 
been given a scholarship at 
Gleneagles.

As well as having coaching 
at Noah’s Ark Golf Centre 
and Gleneagles already, 
Laura has now been chosen 
by Perth and Kinross County 
Ladies Golf to receive next 
year’s annual scholarship.

This means that she will 
have use of the Gleneagles 
Golf Academy including 
additonal coaching 
throughout the year, full 
membership of Gleneagles 
and use of the Dormy 
House.

Killin Golf Club Prizewinners: 
Ladies - Silver Medal, Rhona 

Rugby

McColl; Bronze Medal, Liz Stevens; 
McKay Cup, Kay Dowling; May 
Wilson, Jackie Crossand and Kay 
Dowling. Chrissie France, Liz 
Stevens; Flag, Jackie Crossan; 
SLGA Brooch,  Sheena Chisholm; 
Cancer Relief, Elizabeth Ingram; 
Red Cross Eclectic (Scratch), Kay 
Dowling; Eclectic (Handicap), Liz 
Stevens; Captain’s Prize, Jackie 
Crossan; Coronation Foursomes, 
Sheila Aitken and Jackie Crossan; 
Children First, Sheila Aitken, Laura 
Aitken, Mary Lewis; Mystery 
Competition, Sheila Aitken; Daily 
Mail Foursomes, Sheena Chisholm 
and Jackie Crossan; Birdie Tree, Kay
Dowling; Par tree, Sheila Aitken; 
Ladies Champion, Kay Dowling; 
Mixed Save the Children, Liz
Stevens and Allan McHenery; 
Lochay Trophy, Elizabeth Ingram 
and Dickie Lewis; Dr Stevenson, 
Jackie Crossan and Andy Cousins; 
Night Golf 2008, Douglas and 
Susan McRobbie; Adult and Junior, 

Tom Crossan and Harry McRobbie.
Senior Gents - Medal Play-off, 

G. Smith; Willie Allan Trophy, A. 
McHenery; Ivor Noble Quaich, 
J. R. Guild; John Hall Cup, J. R. 
Guild; Senior Trophy, J. R. Guild; 
Super Senior Trophy, G. Smith; 
Toddy Trophy, P. Rinaldi. 

Gents - Monthly Medal Winners: 
April, G. Ferguson; May, N. 
Forsyth; June, P. Melia; July, J.P. 
Carmichael; August, G. Aitken; 
September, G. Fraser; Medal Play 
Off, P. Melia; Fourball Matchplay, 
Calum Frost and Neil Forsyth; 
Foursomes Matchplay, R. D. Lewis 
and Gordon Aitken; Grouse Shotgun 
Foursomes, R. D. Lewis and Gordon 
Aitken; J.S.McLean Trophy, Calum 
Frost and Neil Forsyth; Jack Noble 
Stapleford, N. Forsyth; George 
Smith Trophy, R. D. Lewis; Fred 
France, Jim Atkinson; Captain’s 
Putter, J. Chisholm; Arrochar 
Trophy, P. Melia; Dr Wilson, 
L. Brown. Club Championship, 
Gordon Aitken; Flag Competition, 
Bruce Ford; 2 Club and Putter, L. 
Gilmour.

Driven junior aims for Gleneagles
Golf

THE FUTURE of swimming 
in the Oban area looks bright 
as three record-breaking 
members of Oban Otters 
Swimming Club recently 
proved their worth.

Connor MacNeil, 
from Taynuilt, received 

he had broken two records 
in different strokes at the 
West of Scotland District 
Championships last June.

Conner, who is now 12 
years old, was fastest in 
the 11-year-old age group 

at 100m backstroke with a 
time of 01:16.59 and 800m 
freestyle, 10:28.34.

Connor, a pupil at Oban 
High School, is showing 
particular promise in the 
middle distance races.

Medal
And his medal haul is 

joining the Otters three 
years ago.

He notched up both 
of his district record- Connor MacNeil. 15_t04swm01

breaking times in last year’s 
competition at Tollcross, 
Glasgow.

And Tollcross was the 
venue for the club’s most 
recent success in the pool 
as  13-year-old members 
Matthew Anderson and 
Abigail Evans competed 
in the Scottish National 
Championships last 
weekend.

Matthew, who is no 
stranger to this level of 

every year since he was 11 
years old, set the equivalent 
of seven club records in his 
races, smashing his own 
club record in the 1,500m 
freestyle by 28 seconds.

Competing in a 15-and-
under age category, Matthew 
gave a good account of 
himself against older 
opponents.

Sprint specialist Abigail 
was delighted  to reach the 
girls’ B Final in the 50-metre 
front crawl.
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