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Islanders worried 
by thefts of fuel

Fish � rm attacks 
campaign group

Cost of Oban’s new 
marina con� rmed

600 houses planned for Dunbeg
A MASTERPLAN envision-
ing 600 new houses between 
Dunbeg and Ganavan as a 
‘gateway’ to Oban was unveiled 
at a public meeting in Dunbeg 
Primary School on Friday.

If endorsed by Argyll and 
Bute Council, the Dunbeg 
Corridor Masterplan would 
allow developers to build ‘a 
mix of for-sale units and multi-
tenure affordable homes’, 
including ‘recreation, com-
mercial, community facilities, 
business and industry, and 
three strategic development 
roads’, on ‘vacant land to the 
north of A85 between existing 
settlements of Dunbeg and 
Ganavan’.

Link Group, one of Scot-

land’s largest social landlords, 
set out its vision to expand the 
two communities by ‘a series 
of new neighbourhoods’ in a 
‘coastal woodland settlement’, 
which can act as a ‘catalyst 
for ancillary shops, cafes and 
community uses’ and ‘increase 
employment opportunities’.

The masterplan says: ‘Dun-
beg offers a completely new 
dynamic to employment, edu-
cation and training – making 
it a place people will come to 
work, live and pursue recrea-
tional activities.’

Employment generated by 
the new commercial and tour-
ism facilities, and construction 
pro gramme, would increase the 
area’s economic growth, it 

argued, and ‘a considerable 
council tax revenue increase 
will be realised from the ad-
ditional houses and increased 
rates from the new business 
area’.

Project architect Tom Con-
nolly, of Elder and Cannon 
Architects, Glasgow, explained: 
‘This does not mean any houses 
will get built. You cannot build 
until a planning application 
goes in.’ Instead, the master-
plan sets out ‘how change can 
be delivered. The landscape is 
the asset.’ 

To improve access into Dun-
beg, Argyll and Bute Council 
renewed planning permission 
last May to build a new round-
about on land south-west of 

Pennyfuir Cottage, near the 
Halfway House filling station 
on the A85 Oban to Perth road.

Dunbeg Community Council 
chairman Sean MacIn-
tyre said: ‘We are behind the 
project for more houses. There 
is an urgent need. There are 
500 on the waiting list. 

‘We strongly feel that no 
more traffic can be allowed 
to come through the village, 
especially the Kirk Road area.
The road is already in a sad and 
dangerous state and cannot 
take another 250-plus cars 
going through the village. The 
potential upgrade of the Kirk 
Road is great news.’ 

He was also ‘upbeat’ at plans 
to install the A85 roundabout.

ISLANDERS on Islay are reporting 
an increased number of fuel 
thefts from storage tanks in 
gardens.

Postmaster Alastair Redman 
said islanders were concerned 
about the rise in crime.

A police spokesman said peo-
ple should take precautions to 
secure their fuel tanks and always 
lock cars and homes.

THE COST of Oban’s planned 
marina and North Pier visitor 
facility will be £3.1 million.

Oban man Ian Dougall has 
campaigned to � nd out the 
level of cash being put into 
Argyll and Bute Council’s � ag-
ship project for some months.

A council spokesman said: 
‘There is an allocation of £3.1 
million in the major capital 
regeneration budget to 
deliver two complementary 
projects – the transit berthing 
facility and the maritime visi-
tor facility.’

DAWNFRESH has lost its appeal 
to use a stretch of Loch Etive to 
store � sh farm equipment. 

The Scottish Government 
agreed with Argyll and Bute 
Council’s ‘well-founded’ decision 
not to grant consent for a ‘cer-
ti� cate of lawful use of land’ in 
operation for ‘40 years’. 

Dawnfresh has said it is disap-
pointed and confused by the 
reporter’s ruling. Friends of Loch 
Etive applauded the decision. 

Full story – page seven.

Chart-toppers Skipinnish were praised by tourism organisations and fellow musicians after their 
music video was watched more than 200,000 times across 20 or so di� erent online platforms.

The success of the band’s new song Alive saw it take the top spot in the World Music Charts, and 
even rise to number 26 in the UK charts. The song’s video shows west coast islands on a � ne 

day, with a young woman running on the beach. Islanders who provide accommodation said 
they have had an upturn in the number of people booking holidays. Angus MacPhail, a founder 

member of the band, said: ‘Massive thanks to all who have liked, shared and downloaded the 
track. Alive was played on Radio 2 and apparently it even got a mention on Radio 1.’

Skipinnish song races to number one

No guarantees on long-term 
future of hospital services
A PACKED public meeting on 
Friday night seemed to appease 
the public on the future of Lorn 
and Islands Hospital.

However, critics were still not 
convinced the promised ‘open-
ness’ from management would 
materialise and felt they did 
not receive a confirmation that 
services at the hospital would 
continue to be guaranteed.

The meeting was called by 
Oban Community Council 
and chaired by Marri Malloy 
to discuss concerns raised by 
members of the community 
on the ‘decreasing number’ of 
services provided at the facility, 
one of only six rural district 
general hospitals in Scotland of-
fering specialist services across 
the field.

The platform party included 
Christina West, the chief officer 
of Argyll and Bute Health 
and Social Care Partnership 
(HSCP); GP and primary 
care clinical lead Dr Richard 
Wilson; and clinical lead Peter 
Thorpe; alongside Mrs Malloy; 
community council secretary 
Andrew Vennard; and Council-
lor Mary-Jean Devon.

Mrs Malloy said concerns had 
been raised by the community 
about the high number of 
people who have to travel to 
appointments in Glasgow.

A letter by former clinical 
lead at the hospital Andrew 
Henderson was read out stating 
his concerns that the service in 
Oban would be ‘eroded away’ 
and further cuts to services 
should be avoided.

Ms West explained that the 
hospital and community servic-

es provided by the HSCP was 
facing a ‘funding gap’ of £22 
million in the next two years.

In order to develop solutions 
for the shortfall, Lorn and Isles 
Hospital had set up a review 
board which had met twice. 
On both occasions the group 
was considering the services 
that were being provided and 
how they could be made to be 
sustainable.

Mr Thorpe said: ‘The review 
group is not about bed man-
agement or about closing beds. 
It is there to examine how we 
are best to offer the services 
patients need.’

Mr Thorpe confirmed that 
about 50 per cent of patients 
have to travel to appointments 
in the Glasgow area, but he 
was unable to give the number 
of emergency patients taken to 
Paisley or Glasgow.

Concerns were raised at the 
meeting about the recruitment 
of consultants and staff, and the 
openness of the board.

A straw pole of attendees 
confirmed  no-one was aware 
of the review group or its terms 
of reference. Indeed, even 
elected members were unaware 
of who was on the group, and 
one member asked who was 
representing them.

After the meeting Mrs Malloy 
said: ‘The turnout of the public 
was excellent. But in fairness 
they did not know what was go-

ing on before they came to the 
meeting so probably not enough 
relevant questions were asked.

‘I don’t feel the panel were 
pushed hard enough. 

‘The community council  does 
not intend to allow this issue to 
disappear into the hands of a 
select group to make decisions. 
The public have to know what is 
happening to the hospital now, 
not after the review, when it will 
be too late.

‘This is the reason I have 
asked Neil MacKay to lead an 
activist group in the hope that 
this sub group will feed into the 
review group.’

Councillor Elaine Robertson 
told the 500 plus-strong crowd 
at the meeting on Friday that 
she had been asked to take up a 
position on the board. 

It is understood there had 
never been any open elections.

Other board members were 
hand-picked by Annie Macle-
od, locality manager, who was 
unable to attend the meeting 
due to lack of notice from the 
group.

A spokesman for the HSCP 
said: ‘We are committed to 
working closely with the local 
community, staff and other 
stakeholders to ensure that they 
are involved and informed and 
can feedback in to the overall 
process.

‘We will also be setting up 
a local communications and 
engagement group which will 
have wide representation from 
the local community and this 
group will work closely with 
the Project Group in relation to 
engaging with the public.’

� For more go to www.
obantimes.co.uk.

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk
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Camping 
site plan 
rejected
AN APPLICATION for a ‘ru-
ral’ campervan site on the Isle of 
Mull was turned down by plan-
ners at Argyll and Bute Council, 
Mull Community Council heard 
last Tuesday (January 11).

The site would have accom-
modated campervans that park 
in the Loch Buie area but would 
have encouraged responsible 
waste disposal and offered fresh 
water for the campers to use.

The community council was 
told the application was for a 
few environmentally-friendly 
toilets and a cold water tap for 
showers.

The application was turned 
down because a camping area 
was not in the local develop-
ment plan.

Councillor Mary-Jean Devon 
said: ‘RET wasn’t in the local 
plan and yet we are having to 
deal with all these extra visitors 
and campervans to the island.

‘If it can be provided and there 
is a need for it, we need to make 
sure all the considerations of 
increased demand for camping 
areas are taken into account 
within or without the current 
Mull plan.’

Jane Stephens, a community 
councillor, said: ‘It is very 
necessary down there and the 
opportunity to improve the road 
into the area.’

The community council 
heard that the area already 
accommodates five or six ‘wild’ 
campervans every night during 
the holiday season.

The plans before the local 
authority was for 10 spaces.

The community council 
agreed to write to the local 
authority to support the appli-
cation and ask for the matter to 
be reconsidered.

Islander bids to 
win freedom for 
elephant Lasah
A PHOTOGRAPHER from the Isle of Mull has 
set out to save an elephant in Malyasia that is 
living in dire circumstances.

Hannah Morris from Arle, who is known for 
her ‘trash the dress’ photo shoots, has been using 
her trips abroad to raise awareness of the Asian 
elephant Lasah.

Ms Morris has become part of a campaign to 
release Lasah from bondage. She explained: ‘I 
first met Lasah five years ago. 

‘It has been a real struggle to get him released 
from this hell and transferred to an elephant 
sanctuary.

‘Many British tourists don’t think about the 
lifelong misery that some wild animals have to 
endure for human entertainment.

‘[This is] Langkawi’s shame – keeping wild 
animals imprisoned such as Lasah the elephant 
and Zanah the tiger at the Oriental Village.

‘These animals are kept in appalling conditions 
for human entertainment.

‘We currently have more than 300,000 signa-
tures but we still need more.’

Lasah is a 36-year-old elephant who has been 
used in zoos, tourism and entertainment for 
more than 20 years.

Lasah has been forced to work in a logging 
camp, perform in shows, including in a popular 
Malaysian entertainment outlet, and used in 
commercials and films, including the 1999 film, 
Anna and the King.

Ten years ago, he was sent to Langkawi Ele-
phant Adventures on the popular tourism island. 
There, Lasah is used for elephant rides and lives 
all alone.

To share and sign the petition, go to www.thep-
etitionsite.com/857/496/486/help-free-lasah- 
the-elephant-in-malaysia/. Lasah is chained up every night and lives alone, away from other elephants.

New destination group is set 
up to promote Mull and Iona
AN EXCITING organisation is 
taking shape on Mull and Iona 
determined to promote the 
islands as the top rural destina-
tion in Scotland.

Colin Morrison, the chairman 
of Marketing Mull and Iona, 
wants the islands to show off 
their world-class visitor experi-
ence through high quality ad-
vertising and lobbying on behalf 
of tourism businesses.

The new company replaces 
Holiday Mull and Iona as the 
area destination marketing 
group.

Marketing Mull and Iona is 

an alliance of large and small 
businesses that will work above 
and beyond the existing market-
ing and promotional activities 
carried out by individuals, 
businesses and other groups on 
the islands.

The group has appointed a 
marketing officer, islander Lara 
Van De Peer, to meet its aim 
of delivering high quality and 
impactful PR and advertising 
initiatives, promoting  existing 
events on the islands and 
facilitating while promoting 
and developing a high quality, 
content-rich and engaging web-
site to promote the islands and 
inform visitors.

The board of directors hails 

from across the islands and 
across sectors bringing into the 
community interest company a 
broad spectrum of knowledge 
and experience.

Director Mr  Morrison said: 
‘Holiday Mull and Iona has 
been hugely important over the 
years in its role co-ordinating 
and enhancing the tourism mar-
keting effort on Mull and Iona.

‘We hope to continue to add 
to the good work already un-
dertaken by Holiday Mull and 
Iona over the years, bringing 
new ideas, initiatives and ap-
proaches to ensure our islands 
continue to be promoted as the 
unique, world-class attraction 
they are.

‘We are currently working 
with our web developer to put 
together a modern, up-to-date 
website and it should be fully 
functional by March.

‘Also in the pipeline are a 
number of initiatives, including 
various collaborations, a virtual 
Coastal Trail, renewal of some 
existing signage on the island 
and the development of content 
for social media.’

The group also plans to ex-
plore ways to enhance the rep-
utation and reach of Mull and 
Iona as a brand across others 
sectors – for example, food and 
drink – and provide a forum for 
business networking and a focus 
for collaboration.

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

TIMESLINE

High schools still 
seeks head teacher

Dentist retires but 
wants no fanfare

Pre-RET books are 
not just the ticket

TOBERMORY High is still without 
a head teacher after a nationwide 
search to replace former rector 
Craig Biddock. The school has 
provision for nursery-aged pupils 
to 18-year-olds but Argyll and 
Bute Council has not managed to 
attract the right candidate.

AFTER a rush to rid themselves 
of book of tickets when RET 
was introduced last year, Mull 
Community Council heard last 
week that people on Arran still 
had books of tickets � ve years 
on. Mull Community Council 
chairman Billy McClymont 
said: ‘It seems strange that we 
were told we had to rid our-
selves of ticket books before 
the end of July – while Arran 
still has its book system.’

AFTER 30 years of looking after 
the teeth and gum health of 
islanders on Mull, Iona, Coll and 
Ulva the dentist ‘with a van’ is 
retiring.

While dentist David Price 
doesn’t want any great fanfare 
for his retirement, Mull Commu-
nity Council heard last week, he 
was noted for his dedication and 
the care he provided on the is-
lands for the past three decades.

The community council 
o�  cially thanked Mr Price for his 
dedication to all residents 
on the Mull and said that he 
would be almost impossible to 
replace.

Colin Morrison has taken the chairmanship of Marketing Mull and 
Iona – a destination group to promote the islands.

Tobermory Harbour Association had been ‘heavily involved in making sure the community’s interests were heard.

Get involved in Crown Estate consultation
OWNERSHIP of Crown Estate land 
and seabed on the Isle of Mull should 
belong to islanders, Mull Community 
Council heard last week.

Community Councillor Cameron 
Anson asked his fellow members to 
consider making a representation to 
the body that will replace the Crown 
Estate in 2017 to take ownership of 
moorings around the island.

Councillor Mary-Jean Devon point-
ed out that the Tobermory Harbour 

Association had been ‘heavily involved 
in making sure the community’s in-
terests in the Crown Estate proposals 
were heard’.

Mr Anson encouraged the commu-
nity council and the public to respond 
to the Scottish Government’s consulta-
tion on Crown Estate proposals which 
ends on March 29, 2017.

He said: ‘The Scottish Government 
committed to pass on 100 per cent of 
revenues in relation to Crown Estate 

assets in our areas. We should make 
sure we are in a position to work with 
our communities to utilise our natural 
resources and then bring the money 
back into the community.

‘Everyone who has a mooring around 
the islands could potentially be paying 
into the community rather than the 
Crown Estate or its successor.’

Go to https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/
crown-estate-strategy-unit/long-term-
management-of-the-crown-estate.

ISLANDERS will be quizzed on the 
impact of the Scottish Government’s 
Road Equivalent Tariff (RET) and the 
increase of traffic to the island of Mull.

A questionnaire will be made widely 
available throughout the islands of 
Mull, Iona and Ulva asking for views 
on the impact of the service.

Businesses and residents are being 
targeted in order that Mull Commu-

nity Council can find out what people 
really think about the new service, with 
the survey covering issues such as the 
length of the season, the impact on the 
bookings system and the shift in people 
travelling to the mainland more often.

A meeting of Mull Community 
Council on Tuesday January 10 heard 
that the questionnaire was developed 
without leading questions or bias.

The questionnaire will be printed 
in full in the community newsletter 
Round and About, and will be made 
available in various locations through-
out the island by the beginning of 
February.

Billy McClymont, chairman of the 
community council, said: ‘This is a great 
opportunity for people to have their say 
on the impact of the ferry service.’

Mull residents to be quizzed on new ferry service

New post for 
island’s GP
MULL Community Council 
congratulated a GP who recent-
ly retired from his practice in 
Salen before taking up a post 20 
or so miles away in Bunessan.

Dr Frank Teunisse took up his 
new post last month.

Residents in the Salen area 
had a collection for Dr Frank, as 
he is affectionately known. 

Three framed pictures from 
Mull artist John Archibold and 
a remaining cash sum were due 
to be presented to Dr Frank 
with a huge ‘thank you’ from the 
community, Mull Community 
Council heard last week.
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Charity push inspired by brave 
Laura raises whopping £20,000
A CHARITY auction and 
ceilidh at North Connel Hall 
raised £20,000 for CLIC Sar-
gent and the Antony Nolan 
Trust, plus £1,200 more for 
the Glasgow Children’s Hos-
pital Charity.

The inspiration behind the 
November event is local teen-
ager Laura Campbell, who was 
diagnosed with leukemia for 
the third time in her life. 

But thanks to a stem cell 
donor, she underwent a bone 
marrow transplant in October.

Last year Laura and her 
friends began a campaign 
to recruit more lifesaving 
blood donors to enlist on the 
Anthony Nolan stem cell 
register, and many fundraised 
for CLIC Sargent, which 
supports young cancer suffer-
ers.

John Sweeney, watch man-
ager for Oban’s Scottish Fire 
and Rescue Service, said an 
incredible 212 people had 
joined the register as a result of 
the campaign, and, with each 

entry costing £70, the ceilidh 
will cover the costs.

Everything at the event was 
donated for free, including the 
hall, food and music. 

Raffle gifts raised £4,000, 
while the auction raised more 
than £5,000. Local primary 
school children also baked 
cakes to sell around North 
Connel, raising £150, and an 
anonymous benefactor posted 
organisers a £5,000 cheque.

A raffle earlier in the month 
at Poppies Garden Centre near 
Dunbeg, organised by owners 
Gary and Marion McPherson, 
also raised £640 towards the 
total.

‘We started off aiming for 
£5,000,’ said fundraiser Archie 
Cameron, ‘then we got a do-
nation of £5,000, which set us 
up for £10,000, and it just kept 
going. We didn’t know where to 
stop.’

Laura’s grandfather, Ronnie 
Campbell, thanked all those 
who donated and fundraised, 
in particular Archie, without 
whom, he said, the ‘amazing’ 
event would not have hap-
pened.

Members of Laura Campbell’s family and fundraising team present their cheques totalling £21,200. Left to right, Bel Cameron, Gail Cameron, 
Anne McFadyen, Royal Hospital for Children clinical nurse Jane Belmore, Archie Cameron, Joyce Brown of CLIC Sargent, Gary McPherson, Laura 

Campbell, Gemma Macdonald, Isobel Campbell, John Sweeney, Rhoda Campbell and Donnie Campbell.

Are Argyll’s roads the worst in Scotland? Why we are driven to distraction
Calum Fox, taxi driver from 
Oban:
‘If you look around the tra�  c 
lights around Tesco, they are 
absolutely shocking. They keep 
� lling it up with tar and it just 
keeps coming out. We got a 
� at tyre because of a pothole. 
On Hazeldean Crescent, the 
bottom of the car is hitting the 
road. It would harm lots of the 
cars. Shock absorbers get done 
more than before. One driver 
at the turn-o�  at Fearnoch 
went into a massive pothole 
and broke his drive shaft. It 
was a week in the garage 
during Christmas which was the 
busiest period.’

Anonymous taxi driver, 
Oban:
‘I think Oban has the worst 
– especially the town centre. 
You are continually going in 
and out of potholes. One of my 
tyres burst. One bit by the high 
school has been like that for a 
year. It’s really bumpy – people 
are getting thrown about. I 
have to keep apologising. We 
are absolutely sick of it.’

Mick Cox, from the Midlands, 
now living on Barra:
‘I would dispute that. The roads 
are generally, considering the 
weather and miles and miles of 
roads, fantastic. Any city in the 
Midlands is full of potholes.’

Charmaine White, Lochawe:
‘The potholes are massive. 
There are a few between here 
and Lochawe you can lie 
down in. In Japan, a protester 
had a bath in one. I’m feeling 
quite inspired, but it’s too cold 

here. The narrowness of the 
lanes on the tighter corners 
too – I have hit quite a few wing 
mirrors.’

Anonymous, Oban: 
‘The bit by the tra�  c lights by 

the high school is dreadful 
because it is full of potholes. 
We are shaken all over the 
place. It is the same every 
winter. They seem to be in 
signi� cant places that you 
cannot avoid.’

Marri Malloy, chairperson, 
Oban Community Council:
‘Soroba Road is an absolute 
disgrace. There is one pothole 
at the bottom of Lonan 
Drive that has been there for 
a year.’

Roads need £11 million in investment

Planning department ‘not fi t for purpose’

WHILE the roads around Argyll 
and Bute are officially the worst in 
Scotland, the local authority is in the 
top five most improved networks in 
the country, a report to councillors 
will show.

The Annual Status and Options 
Report, which looks at the roads 
network throughout Scotland, will 
be discussed at a meeting of the 
Developement and Infrastructure 
Committee that meets today, Thurs-
day.

It states: ‘Despite recent invest-
ment, our roads are still in the 
worst condition of all authorities 
in Scotland, emphasising the need 
for continued funding to improve 
standards.’

It is outlined in the report that the 
health and safety of roads will be at 
risk if investment is not maintained 
to a high level.

The report outlines the current 
council roads strategy which shows 
that instead of continuing a roads 
reconstruction programme, it will 
instead use ‘cost-effective treat-
ments such as surface dressing’.

The report states: ‘These treatments 
will target areas in the earlier stages of 
deterioration and help seal cracks and 
prevent water ingress (main cause of 
deterioration) to protect the previous 
investment ... until such times as more 
robust treatments can be afforded.’

The report shows that without £11 
million worth of investment over the 
next 20 years, it will be unlikely the 
standard of the roads will meet the 
national status.

If the investment was made it would 
see the roads match the best roads in 
Scotland in 10 years and then surpass 
them in 20 years.

The report confirms: ‘The council 
has made an investment of £30 million 
in the past four financial years which 
has improved the overall condition of 
our roads network.’

The local authority has said it has 
upgraded 400 miles of roads in Argyll 

and Bute, representative of around 45 
per cent of A roads and 35 per cent of 
B roads.

The report does not take into 
account the unique nature of Argyll’s 
roads but the local authority said: ‘... 
some of our roads are in a red con-
dition when they are, in fact entirely 
serviceable.’

To mitigate the rising costs of the 
roads network, the local authority 
says it will ‘closely monitor the 
financial forecasts and explore 
partnership working opportunities 
to generate income which can be 
re-invested in our roads’.

Councillors will be asked to 
endorse the annual status plan and 
look towards establishing a mul-
ti-authority organisation (Northern 
Collaboration) to look at roads 
throughout the Highlands and Is-
lands on a collaborative basis.

CONFIDENCE has been lost in 
Argyll and Bute Council’s planning 
department, Connel Community 
Council reported at its meeting, 
after a planning mistake resulted 
in a house being built too close to a 
former teacher’s home in the village.

The Planning, Protective Services 
and Licensing Committee voted five to 
four at a public hearing on November 
3 to mitigate the nine-metre shortfall 
and privacy issues suffered by Ann 
Colthart by frosting and removing 
windows and erecting a hedge.

Connel Community Council sec-
retary Roger Ashforth, in a letter to 
Argyll and Bute Council’s executive 
director of development and infra-
structure Pippa Milne, wrote that its 
November meeting was ‘universally 
critical’ of the planners’ performance.

Community members deemed the 

department ‘not fit for purpose’, and 
claimed ‘scrutiny applied to planning 
proposals by individuals as opposed 
to those of developers appeared not 
to be consistent’. The letter also cited 
‘the general perception’ the hearing 
decision was ‘a miscarriage of justice’.

Mr Ashforth said the ‘series of 
errors indicate the planning depart-
ment lost control of the monitoring of 
the site. The question now arises how 
it can avoid repeating these mistakes 
and restore public faith. There needs 
to be an open and transparent review 
to check it is “fit for purpose”.’

Responding, Angus Gilmore, the 
council’s head of planning and regu-
latory services, assured ‘the depart-
ment is fit for purpose’, asserting it 
‘scored very well’ in the Scottish Gov-
ernment’s independent evaluation, 
demonstrating ‘continuous improve-
ment and performance considerably 
above the national average’.

Mr Gilmore added: ‘Confidence in 

the department has been affected by 
the processing of the planning appli-
cation at St Oran’s Place, Connel.

‘This is unfortunate but I give you 
my assurance all developments, appli-
cants and members of the public are 
treated with parity and comparable 
scrutiny. There is total transparency 
to the planning process.

‘I appreciate the decisions of the 
planning officers and planning 
committee have not been to the 
satisfaction of the community council 
but they followed a robust decision-
making route, in the view of all the 
facts, that cannot be considered a 
“miscarriage of justice”.

‘A public and personal apology has 
been made to Ms Colthart due to the 
shortcomings of council officers. The 
site adjacent to Duriehill has been 
earmarked as a development site 
for almost a decade and the outlook 
would always have been altered.’

On behalf of Ms Colthart, Maud 

Marshall told the The Oban Times 
the council’s chief executive Cleland 
Sneddon visited her Duriehill home 
last Friday to add a personal apology.  

Ms Marshall said: ‘Ann explained 
the effect the errors have had on her 
life these past eight months and on 
her enjoyment of her home of over 30 
years. 

‘He was open to seeking an accept-
able way forward which would avoid 
the last resort option of legal action 
that, as he said “would be in no-one’s 
interest”.’

Ms Colthart added: ‘I appreciate the 
time Cleland Sneddon took on Friday. 
I think he understood how awful 
things have been for me. 

‘I’m still not ruling out legal action, 
but I can say we agreed to look at any 
possibilities available to bring this 
unhappy state of affairs to a mutually 
acceptable close. 

‘I will be writing to him shortly with 
my ideas.’

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Budget 
process 
a ‘sham’

Ferry service 
is suspended

AN OBAN councillor has 
condemned the local authority’s 
annual budget consultation, 
claiming it was a ‘sham’.

Councillor Julie McKenzie, of 
Oban North and Lorn, has been 
vocal on social media on the 
consultation.

Ms McKenzie was part of the 
SNP administration opposition 
group who approved the ques-
tions in the Argyll and Bute 
Council papers on Thursday 
November 24 but wanted to 
make clear it was a ‘survey’ 
rather than consultation.

Mrs McKenzie told The Oban 
Times: ‘The consultation is a 
sham.’

On social media Mrs Mc-
Kenzie said: ‘Consultation is 
a complete misnomer for this 
ridiculous survey!

‘It’s no more than a box ticking 
exercise by the current council 
administration to allow them to 
place blame for cuts choices with 
the public when they announce 
the budget in February.

‘If it’s anything like last year 
they will know exactly which 
vital services they are cutting 
already.’

Last week Argyll and Bute 
Council told The Oban Times: 
‘The consultation started at the 
end of November and finished 
on January 9.

‘It is too early to report on the 
number of responses we have 
received as we are still in the 
process of gathering the findings 
from a range of sources, in-
cluding our libraries, customer 
service points, the council web-
site and those which have been 
returned by post. 

‘We would like to thank every-
one who took time to respond.’

FERRY passengers intending 
to travel between Lochboisdale 
and Mallaig next week, from 
January 23, are being advised 
that the service is being sus-
pended for a short period due 
to essential maintenance on the 
MV Lord of the Isles. 

The vessel will depart from 
Lochboisdale on schedule for 
Oban at 6am on Monday Janu-
ary 23 then sail on from Oban to 
Greenock for repairs which have 
arisen following the discovery of 
a thinning section of steelwork.

Additional early morning and 
late evening services are being 
put in place on the Sound of 
Barra while the repair work is 
carried out.

Calum Fox. Mick Cox. Marri Malloy.

The council will 
closely monitor 
the � nancial 
forecasts 
and explore 
opportunities”

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk
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Bins back on track? Rubbish!
SO, THE waste collection system is ‘mostly back 
on track’, according to Argyll and Bute Council, 
as reported in The Oban Times last week.

Really? Who is the council kidding?
People are still complaining that their bins have 

not been emptied for up to six weeks and that 
they have no idea any more when – or if – their 
rubbish will be collected.

The situation across Argyll is still dire, and has 
been made worse by the festive season and the 
stormy weather. In fairness to the council, there’s 
not much it can do about either of those.

However, gales, snow and rain arrive every 
winter and are about as predictable as day 
following night. And Christmas, with its 
accompanying surge in the amount of litter to be 
removed, just happens to come along at the same 
time each year.

We have been sent graphic illustrations by 
readers of the consequences of the failed waste 
collection system, with overflowing bins blown 
over, scattering rotting rubbish everywhere, and 
refuse sacks split open and causing noisome filth 
to be spread around our streets. 

There is honestly only one solution and I’ve 
urged its implementation previously: scrap the 
three-weekly system and return to fortnightly 
general wheelie bin collections.

Let’s � ght for the hospital
THERE is a real and present danger that the 
hospital in Oban could be downgraded.

NHS Highland has announced a review of 
the services provided in at Lorn and Islands 
Hospital – to give it its proper name – including 
A&E provision, moving away from a hospital to 
a community facility, surgical work, maximising 
partnership and networks, ‘realistic medicine’ 

and ‘financially sustainability’. This is a harbin-
ger of swingeing cuts to come.

I was previously editor of the Lennox Herald 
covering West Dunbartonshire and launched a 
campaign that is still running to save existing 
services at Vale of Leven Hospital in Alexandria 
and to restore some that had been removed.

We were given cast-iron guarantees that the 
future of the Vale hospital was secure and that no 
further cuts were planned.

These pledges were not worth the paper they 
were written on.

Despite Scotland’s health secretary Shona 
Robison platitudes, further damaging cuts have 
been inflicted on the Vale.

Now the attention has turned to Oban.
People in Argyll already have to travel signifi-

cant distances to access treatment for a number 
of illnesses and conditions, often incorporating 
exhausting and expensive journeys to Glasgow, 
Paisley and elsewhere.

It is absolutely vital that we all demand hands 
off the Lorn and Islands Hospital. Once the cuts 

begin, there is a genuine danger that the facility 
will be damaged to the point where its whole 
viability is called into question. If that happens, it 
could be catastrophic.

But even the admission that A&E is to be 
scrutinised is scandalous. If they shut down 
the emergency unit, then where would we go? 
Inverness? Glasgow? It cannot be Vale of Leven 
because its A&E is already closed.

Closing A&E at Oban will cost lives. Let’s not 
let that happen.

The world comes to Argyll
IT IS heartening to report this week on the 
superb work being done at the Scottish Associa-
tion for Marine Science (SAMS) at Dunstaffnage 
(see above).

The facility is earning itself a highly enviable 
global reputation, as is evidenced by the league of 
nations represented in its student body as part of 
the University of the Highlands and Islands.

Some 19 countries have sent their brightest 
young people to the Oban area to work and study. 

This international brigade come from as 
disparate regions as South America, the 
Caribbean, the Southern Ocean, Asia and North 
America. As we report, they are loving being 
here and having the time of their lives but they 
are also engaged in cutting-edge scientific work 
that will win international plaudits.

Their presence in our communities brings with 
it an exoticism that enhances all our lives.

Should you come across any of the students, let 
them know how welcome they are.

What do you think?
Do you have something you want to share? Let 
me know by writing to me at  The Oban Times, 
Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4 HB, or by email to 
mlaing@obantimes.co.uk.

At Random MARTIN LAING
mlaing@obantimes.co.ukmlaing@obantimes.co.uk

How we reported the council’s claims last week.

International brigade are 
Masters of Dunstaffnage
AN INTERNATIONAL 
group of students on a pres-
tigious Masters degree at 
the Scottish Association for 
Marine Science (SAMS UHI) 
at Dunbeg is catching the eye 
of the aquaculture industry.

The 25 students, who come 
from all corners of the globe, 
are the second cohort to join 
the Erasmus Mundus Joint 
Masters Degree (EMJMD) 
in Aquaculture, Environment 
and Society (ACES), awarded 
jointly by the University of the 
Highlands and Islands and 
University of Crete.

The group, all based in and 
around Oban for an initial six 
months, represent 19 countries, 
including New Zealand, Ja-
maica, Peru, Brazil, Pakistan, 
China, Colombia and the USA.

As part of the two-year ACES 
programme, they will continue 
their studies in Crete next 
February and in autumn 2017 

will move on to Nantes before 
spending the final six months 
of their Masters at one of the 
three partner organisations.

The academic course will 
cover industry-relevant aspects 
of aquaculture, such as envi-
ronmental issues, governance, 
technology, life cycles and feed 
production.

Course leader Dr Elizabeth 
Cottier-Cook, a senior re-
searcher at SAMS, said: ‘The 
ACES programme provides 
fully-funded scholarships for 
EU and non-EU students in 
a bid to attract the very best 
aquaculture students from 
around the world.

‘It also allows the students to 
share their experiences of that 
industry from nation to nation. 
This helps us build on the ac-
ademic elements of the course 
and encourages a curiosity 
about links between academia 
and industry.’

The course also invites guest 
lecturers and scholars from the 
United Nations, as well as re-
search institutes in Tasmania, 
Israel and the USA.

Marine Harvest sponsors a 
scholarship for one EU-based 
student, who will go on to 
complete their studies with the 
company.

The company’s business sup-
port manager, Steve Bracken, 
said: ‘Courses such as EMJMD 
ACES are an important vector 
to bridge the gap between 
education, research and devel-
opment, and applied industry 
techniques and knowledge.

‘Aquaculture-based academ-
ia within the UK is growing 
and the research undertaken 
at SAMS, Crete and Nantes is 
industry-relevant.

‘Students educated there 
learn and understand theories, 
techniques and skills that 
can bring a significant and 

sustainable growth to Europe’s 
salmon farming industry.’

Judith Vajk, of Caledonian 
Oysters, hosted the students 
at her shellfish farm near 
Oban. She said: ‘The ACES 
programme stands out for me 
because of its international per-
spective and its close links with 
industry. These students could 
one day be in high-level research 
and policy positions, so having a 
strong knowledge of industry so 
early in their careers can only be 
a benefit to everyone.

‘I enjoyed meeting the stu-
dents, sharing a passion for 
shellfish and learning about 
how the industry operates in 
their respective countries.’

ACES student Yulia Buhlak, 
from Ukraine, said: ‘I am 
extremely passionate about 
aquaculture. One of my goals is 
to provide the population with 
good quality and sustainable 
fish protein.

‘I was searching for a Masters 
programme with hands-on 
experience and teachers who 
could provide state-of-the-art 
knowledge. This is what I found 
on the ACES programme, but I 
also got even more.

‘I am enjoying beautiful 
Scotland, meeting amazing 
international friends and 
learning from enthusiastic and 
helpful teachers. The intensive 
programme takes me out of 
my comfort zone but the direct 
involvement with industry will 
increase my chances of future 
career placement.’

Fellow student Fatima 
Gianella, from Peru, added: 
‘When I found the ACES pro-
gramme online, it caught my 
attention immediately.

Applications are being taken 
for the third ACES cohort (ac-
ademic year 2017/18). To apply, 
or to find out more information 
visit www.emm-aces.org.

Lack of help at train stations is highlighted
HELP points at the West High-
land Line’s rural and remote rail-
way stations are not staffed when 
trains run between midnight and 
6am, Connel Community Coun-
cil heard last week.

One local passenger told 
councillors he only discovered 
the help points were unmanned 
when he travelled early to attend 
a remembrance day service on 

November 11, and the conduc-
tor informed him the train was 
terminating at Crianlarich due 
to ‘staff shortages’.

‘There is no information or help 
service available at Connel Ferry 
station when the first train of the 
day departs at 5.32am,’ he said.

‘Consequently, there is no 
travel information and no 
means of calling for assistance 

in an emergency – other than by 
mobile phone if there is a signal 
or from the village phone box 
or by knocking on the nearest 
house door.

‘I find it strange the contract 
with the train service provider 
apparently does not include the 
requirement for these station 
contact services to be available 
whenever trains are running, 

especially at remote unmanned 
stations.’

ScotRail apologised and 
explained: ‘The help points are 
available from 6am to 11.59pm 
Monday to Saturday and 8am 
to 23.59pm on Sundays. At un-
manned stations, these should 
always be the first port of call 
for customers with inquiries.

‘A small number of services 

operate before and after the 
opening hours of our customer 
service centre in Dunfermline. 
In urgent situations, when help 
points are unmanned, custom-
ers can call for assistance on 
0141 335 5240. In an emergency, 
as always, customers should dial 
999. We also provide 24-hour 
live train information through 
our website and app.’

Students from 19 di� erent 
countries are working at 

SAMS in Dunbeg.

Dancers 
ready to 
perform

Groups 
missing 
funding

THE Corran Halls will host this 
year’s Oban High School dance 
show, which is now in its 10th 
year.

Pupils have been preparing 
for the event since August, with 
the senior dance leaders put 
through their training in June.

A mixture of dance styles, 
including ballet, hip hop, con-
temporary and Highland will be 
included in the performances.

The Oban High School gym-
nastics squad and Ballet West 
Outreach will provide enter-
tainment, as well as the sports 
leaders and teachers who will 
bring their own unique style.

Highland dancers of all ages 
are encouraged to come along 
and take part in the opening 
Highland fling. Dancers are 
asked to turn up half an hour be-
fore wearing kilts or something 
tartan.

Oban High School Pipe Band 
and primary dancers have also 
been working with dance leaders 
from the high school on a dance 
to be included in the show.

Tickets are available now from 
Oban High School priced £6 for 
adults and £4 for concessions.

Performances are on Wednes-
day January 25 at 7.30pm, 
Thursday January 26 at 12.15pm 
and Thursday night at 7.30pm.

Tickets can be purchased at 
the door if still available.

COMMUNITY groups are 
missing out on free cash because 
they are not signing up for Tes-
co’s Bags of Help for charities 
and voluntary groups.

Oban and Lorn organisations  
are missing out on vital cash that 
is available to good causes. The 
money comes from the 5p carrier 
bag charge Tesco is required by 
law to charge.

Each month three projects are 
shortlisted to go forward to a 
public vote in each of the Tesco 
areas, including Oban, and each 
of those projects will be awarded 
a grant based on the number of 
votes received – first place up to 
£5,000, second place up to £2,000 
and third place up to £1,000. 

Projects must deliver a physical 
environmental improvement 
and/or encourage use and long-
term sustainability of outdoor 
spaces.

Projects given funding include 
volunteer training, improve-
ments to open spaces, equipment 
purchases, community events, 
and sports and leisure activities.

To find out more and to apply, 
ask in store or log onto http://
www.groundwork.org.uk/Sites/
tescocommunityscheme.

Disabled 
access is 
not good 
enough

Curriculum to 
be streamlined

OBAN town centre’s disabled 
access continues to fall short of 
public expectations – despite a 
multi-million-pound makeover 
by Argyll and Bute Council.

The Oban and District Disa-
bility Forum and Access Panel 
(the forum) has been highlight-
ing ongoing concerns about 
the lack of access on the main 
road through Oban. It has now 
decided to report its concerns 
to HiTrans – the Highlands and 
Islands Transport Partnership.

A recent meeting of the group 
heard that there was concern 
about the lack of a dropped kerb 
at the railway station.

Councillor Elaine Robertson 
has agreed to highlight the 
problem with Andy Collins, the 
project manager for the town 
centre improvements.

The forum agreed to write 
to Frank Roach at HiTrans to 
highlight the situation as it is ad-
jacent to the HiTrans interests 
in the train station.

The group has already raised 
the matter with Jim Smith, the 
roads manager at Argyll and 
Bute Council.

Chairman Jim Tolmie explained 
that Mr Smith had advised that 
a limited number of dropped 
kerbs would be constructed in 
and around Oban town centre in 
the fourth quarter of the current 
financial year. The locations are 
still to be advised.

A council spokeswoman said: 
‘Following consultation with 
the Oban Disability Forum in 
September 2015, amendments to 
dropped kerbs, disabled parking 
bays and bus stops were imple-
mented as part of the phase two 
public realm works. 

‘A road safety audit of this area 
will be carried out independently 
later this year. We are currently in 
the process of drawing up a plan 
to install more dropped kerbs at 
key sites.’

The next meeting of the group is 
on Tuesday March 14. For details, 
contact obandisabilityforum@
aol.co.uk.

A CURRICULUM consultation 
has found in favour of changing 
the third year (S3) curriculum at 
Oban High School. The new S3 
structure will see a reduction in 
the number of subject choices.

Parents who responded to the 
consultation felt a streamlined 
curriculum would allow a firmer 
grounding of subject content to 
be established, would help ease 
the transition from S3 into S4, 
and they wanted to restrict the 
number of technology subjects 
to one.

For more details see obanhigh.
argyll-bute.sch.uk.
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POLICE
FILES
A 23-YEAR-OLD man has been 
arrested for alleged possession 
of diamorphine on Shore Street, 
Oban, on January 13. He has been 
reported to the procurator � scal.

POLICE are appealing for 
witnesses to call 101 after a 
hit-and-run accident on Lorn 
Road, Dunbeg, at around 6pm 
on Thursday January 12, which 
caused damage to a Volkswag-
on Sharan.

BETWEEN January 13 and 16, 
damage was caused to a glass 
panelled door at the Fancy That 
shop on Oban’s George Street.
Police have appealed to anyone 
with any information about any 
of the above incidents to call 101.

Economy is making ‘positive 
progress’ in Argyll and Bute
POSITIVE progress is contin-
uing to boost the economy of 
Argyll and Bute – one of Scot-
land’s most promising regions – 
according to Nicholas Ferguson 
CBE, chairman of Savills, in his 
capacity as chairman of the Ar-
gyll and Bute Economic Forum.

In its first report 12 months 
ago, the economic forum made 
recommendations for building 
the economy and reversing the 
population decline in the region – 
Scotland’s second largest council 
area with 23 inhabited islands.

Mr Ferguson said: ‘I have 
been hugely encouraged by the 
very positive progress that has 
been made, with the majority of 
the forum’s recommendations 
being implemented.

‘Work is being carried out by 

the private sector, by individual 
business people and entrepre-
neurs, by government and, in 
particular, Argyll and Bute 
Council, Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise and Argyll College.

‘Those displaying real energy 
behind the work are to be com-
mended.’

The economic forum brings 
members of the area’s key 
business sectors, agencies and 
representatives of local and 
national government together 
to drive forward economic 
progress in the area.

He continued: ‘We recom-
mended in our report that a 
shared vision would be key to 
the area’s success. It has been 
clear in the year that has fol-
lowed there is a growing under-
standing among our councillors, 
council officers, MSPs, HIE, 
Scottish Enterprise and the 
Scottish Government of this vi-
sion, and that they are working 
together. We still have work to 
ensure this is fully under stood 
and shared and work will con-
tinue during 2017.

‘Marketing and promoting 
the area has been reviewed by 
Argyll and the Isles Tourism 

Co-operative with the effects 
being seen this year, including 
promoting Argyll and Bute as 
a premier outdoor adventure 
destination. Business Gateway 
has delivered 18 world host 
workshops and 200 people 
participated in digital tourism 
workshops.

‘We have pushed for a stream-
lining of the planning process, 
particularly in the aquaculture 
sector. There is now a proposal 
to cut timescales from three 
years to 18 months, which is 
clearly a positive step. We also 
hope that discussions on estab-
lishing a wood pellet plant in 
the area will prove fruitful.

‘We continue to encourage 
local businesses to visit our 
schools to help them appreciate 
the range of local opportunities 
open to them. We await a 
decision on the bid submitted 

by the Regional Developing 
Young Workforce Group for 
a programme that facilitates 
long-term partnerships between 
schools, colleges and employers 
to strengthen links between 
education and employment that 
creates economic growth.

‘Argyll College has recognised 
the need to match courses to 
employers’ needs and will be 
delivering courses in tourism 
and marine services, and work 
continues with the Scottish 
Association for Marine Science 
(SAMS). The aspiration of 
Oban being a university town 
has been grasped with student 
accommodation under con-
struction and there is even a 
sign displaying that fact now.

‘To help provide funding for 
small businesses, the John 
Noble Trust has increased its 
resources. At the very success-

ful Argyll Enterprise Week, 
the council announced funding 
through its Business Gateway 
Local Growth Accelerator and 
Rural Resettlement Funds to 
help encourage people and 
businesses to locate here.

‘However, there are still 
barriers to further progress. 
Broadband and mobile connec-
tivity, affordable housing and 
transport links such as the A83, 
ferries and air links remain a 
challenge. Work on progressing 
these issues will be a critical 
part of the forum’s work.

‘We have a real advantage 
when it comes to growing 
industries in tourism and food 
and drink production, and I am 
pleased that I can report that 
key agencies continue to work 
closely in partnership to grow 
existing businesses, attract peo-
ple and new jobs to the area.’

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Nick Ferguson.

Bins: council says refuse di�  culties 
are improving thanks to recycling
ANGER about the lack of 
pick-ups for domestic waste 
are starting to calm down and 
recycling is becoming the focus 
of attention from the local 
authority.

While some people have 
waited longer to have waste 
collected, others say the system 
is flawed from the outset as 
people are bagging the wrong 
rubbish in the wrong bins.

Reader Andy Elkerton 
claimed the council was having 
problems with its recycling. 
He said: ‘Guess which council 
are having to spend even more 
money because the recycled 
waste they have collected is 

being sent back to them by the 
recycling plant? 

‘Why is it being sent back? 
Because it’s contaminated! 

‘Why is it contaminated? 
Because people have been dis-
posing of general waste in their 
recycled waste wheelie bins, 
now that our beloved council 
have decided to collect rubbish 
as little as they can possibly 
manage.’

Reader Dale Robertson 
called for a review of the coun-
cil’s budget. He said: ‘Time 
we were given breakdown of 
council tax so can decide what 
to cut. And it won’t be refuse 
collection.’

Hamish Kirk, on The Oban 
Times Facebook page, said: 
‘Fire the man who thought 
of the three-weekly rubbish 
collection. And deselect the 
councillors who approved it.’

Last week, in an apologetic 
statement, a spokesman for 
Argyll and Bute Council said: 
‘Argyll and Bute Council is 
totally committed to recycling, 
which is why we have protected 
that part of the service.

‘By taking advantage of the 
recycling options available, 
people can save space in their 
green bin, save money for 
council services and save mon-
ey for themselves.’

Waste to go: the bins are emptied on the 
Isle of Luing on Tuesday.

Your green bin is for general rubbish and is 
emptied every three weeks.
Please use your green bin for all the general 
rubbish that cannot be recycled.
Include: nappies; cling � lm, bubble wrap, or food 
contaminated plastics; non-recyclable plastics; 
polystyrene packing; items that can’t be recycled.

Your blue bin is for paper, card, cans and 

plastic and is emptied every two weeks.
Please rinse cans, cartons and plastics.
Include: food, drink and aerosol cans; clean 
plastic drinks, detergent or cosmetic bottles, 
plastic pots, tubs and trays; paper, newspaper, 
brochures, magazines, envelopes, phone books; 
food packaging cardboard / packaging; cereal 
boxes; egg boxes; cardboard boxes / packaging; 
drinks cartons / Tetrapaks.

Musical 
treat at 
cinema
TWO avid musical theatre fans 
were delighted to learn Oban 
Phoenix Cinema answered 
their request to show the live 
screening of Disney’s Newsies 
The Musical next month.

Ellie Cooper and Louisa 
Hyde approached the cinema 
after hearing it might be able 
to convince the distributor that 
there could be an audience for 
the musical in Oban.

Ellie said: ‘The closest screening 
would be Glasgow so we thought 
we would ask the cinema if there 
would be any chance of hosting it.

‘They confirmed that if there 
was enough interest they could do 
it. I got straight onto Facebook, 
putting out a plea for any interest-
ed parties to get in touch.’

Newsies The Musical is a musi-
cal based on the 1992 film New-
sies inspired by the newsboys’ 
strike of 1899 in New York City.

The screening will be on Sun-
day February 19 at 7pm.
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Fascinating insight into St Kilda
JUDGING by the media coverage, the recent re-
discovery of a list of inhabitants of St Kilda in 1764 
has certainly caught the public’s interest. Until late last 
year, the oldest known record of the population dated 
from 1822. The 18th-century private census, which 
was discovered among the papers of Clan Maclach-
lan during cataloguing by the National Register of 
Archives for Scotland (NRAS), shows there were 
90 people on the main island of Hirta in June 1764 
consisting of 38 males and 52 females.

Census records can make dull reading but, unlike 
the 10-year national ones which don’t provide 
any great detail until after 1841, this one is much more 
interesting because it tells us what the people lived on. 
It states that every individual ate 36 eggs and 18 birds 
daily which equates to 3,240 eggs and 1,621 birds be-
ing consumed on the island every 24 hours. A highly 
nutritious diet, no doubt, but a pretty boring one after 
the third day, to say the least. There are only a few 
ways to cook an egg or a fowl and with no deep-fryers, 
microwave ovens, exotic herbs or copious amounts of 
fine wine, even Michael Roux and the participants of 
Master Chef would be pushed to liven up that menu.

In no way can these figures be accurate; they 
must be exaggerated because, no matter how good 
the able-bodied St Kildan men were at scaling the 
cliffs, they would have found it difficult to collect 
a million eggs and half a million birds in one season.

The surnames of the inhabitants in 1764 include: 
MacQueen, Gillies, Morison, MacDonald, Macle-
od, Mackinnon, MacVicar and MacCrimmon. They 
were more than likely the direct forebears of the fam-
ilies mentioned in the 1822 census and of those who 
came ashore at Lochaline in 1930 when St Kilda was 
abandoned.

Of equal, or indeed more, interest is who made the 
census and how did it end up in the Maclachlan family 
papers? Scholars and historians are now pretty sure 

that it was compiled in connection with Dr John 
Walker’s report on the Hebrides.

In 1764, the SSPCK (the Scottish Society for Prop-
agating Christian Knowledge), the General Assembly 
and the Board of the Annexed Estates, commis-
sioned the Rev Walker, a pioneer of scientific botany 
and geology and minister of Moffat, to investigate 
the state of religion and education in the Hebrides and 
to give an account of the area’s population, natural 
history and the state of manufacturing, agriculture 
and fisheries.

Dr Walker saw the Hebrides just as the ideas of the 
Improvers were reaching them, and his report gives 
a final opportunity to see the basis of the old island 
economy, and the life and conditions on them. He set 
off in the summer of 1764 but did not have sufficient 
time to visit St Kilda, though the island is included 
in his report. He must have received his information 
from others, most likely the ministers of the various 
parishes.

It is interesting that the figure Walker gives for 
the total St Kilda population was 90, a figure which 
matches the number of inhabitants in the census 
taken on June 15, 1764, exactly. Perhaps these details 
have been provided by Alexander MacLeod, formerly 
the schoolmaster at Eynort in the Parish of Bracadale, 
Skye, who was appointed assistant minister on St Kil-
da in June 1763.

So how did the census find its way into the hands of 
the Maclachlans who hailed from Mid Argyll?

The Maclachlans were a scholarly clan and lovers of 
the Gaelic language and literature of the Highlands, 
and were said to be the oldest traceable family left in 
Europe. One of them, John Maclachlan of Kilbride, 
who died in 1803, was a noted collector of manuscripts 
and papers. It just so happened that the wife of the Rev 
Alexander Buchan, St Kilda’s first resident mission-
ary, was a Campbell and related to this distinguished 
family.

It has been suggested to me that although Catherine 
Campbell and her husband lived on St Kilda some 
years before the 1764 census was taken, she main-
tained her links with the island and Argyll after 
her husband’s death. It is not beyond the bounds of 
possibility that she was given the census and passed it 
and other papers to the Maclachlans.

It is interesting to note that a MacCrimmon, pre-
sumably hailing originally from Skye, was enumerated 
in the 1764 census. One wonders if he was a piper and, 
if so, did he take his pipes with him. I haven’t come 
across any references to pipers on the island prior to 
1930.

The sound of the pipes means different things to 
different people. In 1718, Elizabeth Cameron, widow 
of Major Donald Cameron, son of Sir Ewen Cameron 
of Lochiel, submitted a petition to King George 
I complaining that as her husband, a non-Jacobite, 
was lying dying in one room, she was in labour in 
another. Not only had they been robbed by his brother 
and friends but, ‘to compleat the scene of cruelty’, she 
said, ‘a set of bagpipes and drums were ordered to be 
played upon us day and night for some time’.

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Life on St Kilda was harsh, according to the census, 
with a dull, though nutritious, diet.

THE PEOPLE of Connel celebrated the New Year 
in traditional style with a ceilidh in the village hall on 
Hogmanay.

Musicians travelled from Loch Awe and further afield 
to join the fine selection of local performers.

First footers were on the Shian Road at 3am and lights 
were still burning along the Bonawe Road at 5am.

The firework display from Oban could be heard, along 
with the familiar sound of the vessels in Oban Bay as 
they sounded their horns at midnight.

A WELL-ATTENDED public meeting regarding the 
provision of a play park in Benderloch was held just 
before Christmas.

Representatives from the Forestry Commission, West 
Highland Housing Association, Lochnell School Parent 
Council, Police Scotland, community councillors, Coun-
cillor Robertson and residents discussed the options.

The findings will go out for public consultation.
The proposed play park at Benderloch was on the 

agenda of Ardchattan Community Council’s meeting on 
Thursday January 12 at North Connel Hall.

HOME-START Lorn is looking for volunteers to sup-
port families with a child under five years of age.

Contact Aileen on 01631 566749 if you can spare two 
to three hours per week. A training course for new 
volunteers begins on Monday January 23.

The Home-Start Burns Supper takes place on Sunday 
January 22 in the Waterfront Fishouse Restaurant, 
Oban, at 7pm. Tickets are £15 and can be booked by 
contacting Aileen on 01631 566749.

Benderloch and North Connel

A £4.3 MILLION lottery fund has given £63,178 to Islay 
and Jura Community Enterprises, a social enterprise 
which runs the Mactaggart Community Leisure Centre 
in Bowmore, Islay.

The money will pay for a new weekly support group for 
people on Islay and Jura with disabilities and long-term 
conditions. It will enable them to chat, meet new people, 
gain confidence, build trust, share their worries and 
support others facing similar life challenges. Targeted 
travel provision will be provided as public transport 
doesn’t run in the evening or on a Sunday.

Nineteen groups across Scotland have shared the £4.3m 
‘life changing’ pot from Big Lottery Fund Scotland.

Chairwoman Maureen McGinn said: ‘This funding 
will support 19 groups across Scotland to improve the 
places they live and the well-being of people facing 
challenging circumstances.

‘It’s great to see groups such as Islay and Jura Commu-
nity Enterprises Ltd receiving funding to help support 
people through the toughest of times.’

Islay and Jura

BARCALDINE Primary 
School pupils decided to 
do something different 
for their 2016 Christmas 
celebrations.

The first job was to or-
ganise a school enterprise 
project. 

The children named 
themselves The BPS Elves 
and made wreaths and 
Christmas decorations 
from natural materials, glit-
ter and sparkling ribbon.

The children sold their 
goods to their families, 
staff and the local commu-
nity, making an impressive 
£100 profit.

The children decided 
the money would be split 
between two charities. The 
pupils picked Northern In-
uit Rescue Society because 
they recently welcomed 
Wayne and Koda to the 
school to speak  about their 
travel along the coast of 
Britain collecting rubbish.

The other charity selected 
was Water Aid.

A NEW community-owned hydro scheme 
on the River Avich launched its share 
offer on Saturday to raise £400,000 of the 
£1.2 million needed to build the project.

Awesome Energy (Dalriada) Ltd, a 
community-owned energy society based 
at Dalavich Post Office exists ‘to build a 
350kW run-of-river hydro scheme, install 
a microgrid fed by the hydro and manage 
the supply and demand of the renewable 
scheme for the benefit of the community’.

The share offer explained: ‘We are now 
ready for investors to buy shares to make 
the hydro a reality. The project will only 
go ahead if we raise at least £400,000 from 
this share offer. You can buy any multiple 
of £25 shares from £250 to £100,000. Pro-
jected green energy generation is 1,149 

MWh per year, producing average net 
profits of £85,000 per year for 20 years. 

These profits will be gifted to our local 
charity. Their target interest rate is four 
per cent per year, paid from our second 
year, but if there is an unexpected prob-
lem, directors will have the discretion to 
pay a lower amount.

‘The pipeline will follow the route of 
an historical hydro scheme on the River 
Avich and the new turbine house will be 
situated close to the ruins of the old one. 
We hope to start construction in April 
2017 and to start generating electricity in 
November 2017.’

Members are also invited to join the 
board. For more information visit www.
awesome-energy.com

URRAS Oighreachd Ghab-
hsainn celebrated 10 years 
of community ownership of 
Galson Estate on Thursday 
January 12.

A programme of events 
for the community will run 
throughout the year ahead 
to mark this major achieve-
ment.

Agnes Rennie, chair of 
Urras Oighreachd Ghab-
hsainn, said: ‘It gives me 
great pleasure to kick-start 
this year of celebration and 
invite our community to 
join with the directors and 
staff in the various planned 
events. It’s a time for re-
flecting on all that has been 
achieved and also to look 
forward to what we hope the 
future will bring.

‘After 10 years, we are 
uniquely placed to shape 
the kind of community 
we aspire to see in the 
future, with a new and 
expanding investment fund, 
a refreshed vision and a 
cohesive strategic plan.

‘I need to thank fellow 
directors, past and present, 
our staff over the years 
and many others who have 
played important roles in 
supporting the Urras. 

‘Progress in the years 
ahead will be dependent on 
partnership and collabora-
tion and I look forward to 
making the most of shared 
ambitions and mutual 
interests both within and 
outwith the Estate as we 
move forward.’

THE WESTERN Isles Development 
Trust (WIDT) has agreed to work in 
partnership with Community Energy 
Scotland (CES) over a two-year period 
to help community groups in the Western 
Isles improve energy efficiency and pro-
gress renewable energy schemes.

WIDT currently invites applications 
from community groups for funding for 
projects with a focus on alleviating fuel 
poverty and promoting renewable energy.  
To date it has invested almost £75,000 in 
payments to promote these objectives.  
Beneficiaries include: Cothrom Limited, 
South Uist; Western Isles Community 
Care Forum, Harris; Kinloch Historical 
Society, Lewis; Western Isles Association 
for Mental Health, Stornoway; Back FC, 
Lewis; the West Harris Trust and the 
Hebrides Energy Community Interest 
Company, Stornoway.

Since its inception CES has helped 
support numerous community energy 
efficiency, feasibility and renewables 
projects in the islands.

The WIDT has agreed to provide 
support of more than £28,000 to CES to 
allow it to continue to provide assistance 
to community groups to develop projects 
and obtain support from funders (includ-
ing the WIDT).

If a community group in the Western 
Isles is looking to improve energy efficien-
cy or develop a renewable energy scheme 
it is invited to visit the websites of both 
CES and WIDT for more information. 

ISLES MP Angus MacNeil made a 
last ditch attempt to convince the UK 
Government to offer support to island 
renewable projects when he met ministers 
this week.

There is just over a week until the end 
of the UK Government’s consultation on 
whether Remote Island Wind projects 

should be subsidised in future and Mr 
MacNeil met with ministers from the 
Department of Business, Energy and 
Industrial Strategy (BEIS) on Tuesday to 
give his input.

The UK Government has already 
decided to end onshore wind subsidies 
but is considering whether remote island 
projects should be treated differently.

Mr MacNeil said: ‘Without support 
from the UK Government, island re-
newable projects are less viable and this 
may in turn threaten the viability of the 
interconnector project. 

‘This is not a one-way exchange as a 
thriving island renewables sector would 
be a win-win for the government. Renew-
able energy from the Scottish islands is 
cheaper than procuring it from offshore 
sources and with the islands being the 
best wind resource in Europe, tapping 
into its potential would greatly assist 
the government in achieving its energy 
targets.’

He said the UK Government’s decision 
in November not to allow island projects 
to bid in the next round of Contract for 
Difference was ‘extremely disappointing’ 
especially as island-based projects were 
already disadvantaged through crippling 
transmission charges.

‘I hope the outcome of this consultation 
will however bring a brighter future for 
island renewables,’ he said.

‘I know public agencies and community 
groups in the islands are responding to 
the consultation and I would urge any 
group or individual with an interest in 
this sector to make a submission. 

‘This may be the last chance to convince 
the UK Government.’

Mr MacNeil discussed the situation 
with some community renewable repre-
sentatives on Monday and met with BEIS 
ministers on Tuesday.

Their second job was to 
write a pantomime which 
they called Snow White and 
the Christmas Disaster. 

The primary six and seven 
pupils wrote the play then, 
along with staff, co-ordi-
nated parts and costumes.

The play, performed in 
St Modan’s Church, was a 
great success and thorough-
ly enjoyed by everyone who 
went along.

The evening ended with a 
nativity scene while pupils 
read Bible scriptures, carol 
singing, ukulele playing, 
a recorder quartet and a 
quiz led by the Reverend 
McCormick.

The children also held 
a silver collection at their 
Christmas celebrations. 
Their chosen charity for 
this was Oban’s Hope 
Kitchen. Just under £50 
was raised on the evening 
and the school topped this 
up to £100 with proceeds 
from their recent rag bag 
collection.

Barcaldine

Happy smiles from Barcaldine Primary School’s enterpris-
ing elves.

The youngsters took to the stage with their production of 
Snow White and the Christmas Disaster.

Enterprising elves 
and panto stars

Lewis

Dalriada

Western Isles

VIEWS are being sought on a plan 
setting out how the Gaelic language will 
be promoted and developed within Loch 
Lomond and The Trossachs National 
Park over the next five years.

This will be the National Park’s second 
five-year Gaelic Language Plan and it 
outlines how the National Park Author-
ity will use Gaelic in its operations and 
promote the use of Gaelic to visitors and 
education groups.

Gordon Watson, chief executive of Loch 
Lomond and The Trossachs National 
Park said: ‘For hundreds of years, up until 
the 19th century, Gaelic was the domi-
nant language within the National Park 
area. Most place names in the park are 
in Gaelic, making the language integral 
to understanding and interpreting our 
unique landscape.

‘The plan aims to keep that important 
Gaelic history and culture alive through 

developing engagement and educational 
opportunities as well as continuing to 
grow the range of Gaelic resources we 
have.

People or organisations with an interest 
are invited to give their feedback on the 
draft plan during the 12-week consulta-
tion which runs until April 5.

People can read and give feedback 
on the draft plan online through the 
National Park’s website: www.lochlo-
mond-trossachs.org/GaelicConsultation 
or by writing to: Gaelic Language Plan, 
Communications Team, Loch Lomond 
and The Trossachs National Park Au-
thority, Carrochan, Carrochan Road, 
Balloch, G83 8EG.

Hard copies of the plan are also avail-
able to read in the National Park Head-
quarters and visitor centres as well as 
public libraries throughout the National 
Park. 

Views sought on new Gaelic 
language plan for Loch Lomond

AN APPLICATION for a licence for a new fish farm at 
Dounie, south of Crinan, has been submitted to SEPA.

The application, from Kilmelford-based Kames Fish 
Farming Ltd, proposes 12 circular cages, each 100m in 
circumference, served by an automated feed barge.

The salmonids would be grown for 16 months in 
every 24, with a maximum stocking density of 16.36kg 
m³. SEPA lists the controlled activity as a ‘discharge of 
trade effluent from marine cage fish farming of salmon 
or trout with a maximum biomass of 2,500 tonnes, 
including residues arising from medicines and sea lice 
treatments’.

A volunteer group dedicated to ‘promoting the long- 
term well-being of local waters’ called CROMACH, or 
Craignish Restoration Of Marine And Coastal Habitats, 
objects the site is unsuitable.

Secretary William Goudy said: ‘It lies within the new 
Loch Sunart to Sound of Jura Marine Protected Area, 
the area has a high concentration of existing fish farms, 
and it will be sited close to the currently very clean River 
Add Estuary, an important wild salmon and trout river.’

He argued: ‘Open net salmon farming is known to cause 
significant pollution due to uneaten food, faecal matter, 
and chemical residues entering the water column. A 
clear link between the production of farmed salmon and 
the reduction of survival and abundance of wild salmon 
and sea trout in Scotland has been demonstrated.’ Any 
decline, he continued, would result in a loss of revenue 
for tourism.

The deadline for representations to SEPA is Friday 
January 20.

Dounie
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ARGYLL & BUTE COUNCIL’S SUPPORTING 
COMMUNITIES FUND 2017/18
Application forms for grants to community organisations are now available. 

They can be accessed by website: https://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/council-and-government/third-sector-grants

phone: 01369 708669

email: communitydevelopment@argyll-bute.gov.uk

Closing date for applications is 10 February 2017.

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

Fish farm operator attacks 
opposition campaign group
LOCH ETIVE fish farm operator 
Dawnfresh has hit out at a ‘privileged’ 
local campaign group after the Scot-
tish Government rejected its appeal 
to use a stretch of shoreline to keep 
and repair equipment.

In January last year, Dawnfresh 
Farming Ltd, one of the UK’s biggest 
fish and seafood producers, applied 
to Argyll and Bute Council for ‘a 
certificate of lawful use of land for the 
maintenance and storage of fish farm 
equipment’ on the banks of its Loch 
Etive trout farm near Inverawe.

But council planners refused 
consent in May, stating: ‘It is not 
considered the 10-year period to 
establish a lawful use of this land has 
been demonstrated on the balance of 
probability.’

Dawnfresh then launched an appeal, 
arguing the site was in consistent use 
for storage and maintenance from 
1974 until August 2015, and ‘that 
clearance of the site in August 2015 
does not constitute abandonment and 
therefore have the effect of breaking 

the continuity of use. The use of the 
site was merely dormant in this period 
and capable of being revived’.

Now a Scottish Government reporter, 
following a site inspection, has upheld 
the council’s ‘well-founded’ decision, 
dismissing Dawnfresh’s appeal.

Dawnfresh farming director Stewart 
Hawthorn expressed the company’s 
disappointment and confusion. 

He said: ‘The area of land in ques-
tion has been used to support various 
forms of fish farming activities for 
more than 40 years.

‘We are disappointed the Scottish 
Government reporter has decided 
Dawnfresh has not supplied sufficient 
evidence to demonstrate this and there-
fore to allow this activity to continue. 
The area does not impact visually on the 
local community or the environment.

‘We don’t understand the reasons 
for this decision and believe the 
reporter has misunderstood our ap-
plication to formalise an activity that 
has been taking place for more than 
four decades. This negative decision 
will impact our ability to operate 
responsibly in the Loch Etive region 
– for example, by preventing routine 
inspection of cages.’

Mr Hawthorn then hit out at the 
campaign group who launched the 
action, claiming it was putting jobs at 
risk, saying: ‘Aquaculture is critical 
to Scotland’s rural economy and 
Dawnfresh is proud to play its part by 
providing long-term, high-value jobs 
directly on Loch Etive and elsewhere, 
as well as through our local supply 
chain,’ he said.

‘This action was initiated by a small 
group of privileged people, many 
not from the area, who I hope will 
reflect on the possible consequences 
of their actions which are putting the 
livelihoods of local working people 
and their families at risk.

‘We will also be discussing this mat-
ter with local officials, councillors, 
MPs and MSPs to determine a con-
structive way forward that protects 
the employment that Dawnfresh 
brings to the area while respecting 
local planning laws and regulations.’

Campaign group Friends of Loch 
Etive (FoLE) ‘warmly welcomed’ 
the government’s ‘ruling against the 
company’s practice of littering the 
shore of Loch Etive at Inverawe with 
industrial equipment used in fish 
farming’.

FoLE spokesperson Guy Linley-Ad-
ams said: ‘Rather than apply for plan-
ning permission in the normal way 
and allow the Loch Etive community 
to have its say, Dawnfresh appealed 
instead to Scottish ministers in Edin-
burgh.

‘FoLE has fought hard against 
Dawnfresh’s activities at the shoreline 
at Inverawe. We are delighted to have 
won another battle against Dawn-
fresh, this time preventing it from 
continuing to blight the shoreline 
at Inverawe with unused fish-farm 
equipment.

‘We will continue to fight against 
Dawnfresh on behalf of the Etive 
community to stop one commercial 
company expanding its industrial fish 
farming operations to the overall det-
riment of the loch and its immediate 
environment. Where necessary, we 
will bring to bear the full weight of the 
law. Loch Etive belongs to the local 
community – not a single business.

‘The council recognised the real risk 
of damaging the landscape of Loch 
Etive and the fragile tourist economy 
upon which the Etive community so 
clearly depend. It should be applaud-
ed for the position it took last year.’

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Dawnfresh has been accused of ‘littering’ the shoreline of Loch Etive.

TIMESLINE

A PUPIL from St Columba’s Primary School, Fort William, has 
raised almost £200 after cutting off her long locks for charity.

Samara McCormack, primary six, came up with the idea of hav-
ing her long hair cut short to help raise money for two Lochaber 
children who are currently undergoing treatment in hospital in 
Glasgow – Ryan Whiteford and Emily Campbell.

Samara organised a sponsor sheet and got staff of the school, 
her family and friends to sponsor her, raising £195 for the two 
children.

Head teacher at St Columba’s Primary School, Violet Smith, 
said: ‘We were having a discussion in school about helping others. 
Samara also decided to donate her cut hair to the Little Princess 
Trust, a charity that make wigs for children who have suffered 
hair loss through treatment for cancer. We are all very proud of 
Samara. She is a very caring and considerate.’ 

Samara McCormack shows o�  her new ‘do’ to her fellow pupils. Photograph: Anthony MacMillan Photography.

Samara with her long hair. 

Concern grows over lack 
of new hospital progress
CONCERNS have been raised 
by community members after a 
project to replace a 50-year-old 
hospital has ‘fallen silent’.

In 2015, the Highland Council 
(HC) bought the site on the Blar 
Mor, next to the health centre, 
to replace the Belford Hospital.  

The eight-acre plot was being 
sold by Tesco as part of its port-
folio of surplus sites and had set 
an imminent closing date.

Since then a steering group has 
been set up and the NHS says 
‘significant background work’ 
has taken place but readers 
recently contacted The Oban 
Times wondering why no ‘visible’ 
progress has been made.

One reader said he was 
prompted to get in touch after 
hearing skilled staff had left 
the Belford in part because of a 
lack of belief the hospital had a 
viable future.

‘The Belford has been punch-
ing above its weight, probably for 
the past 20 to 30 years in terms 
of expertise. Highly skilled 
medical professionals have 
come here instead of getting the 
big bucks down south because 
they like the lifestyle but that is 
all gone.’

Michael Foxley, a former 
council leader, was a driving 
force in getting the project up 
and running.

He agreed there has been less 
progress than he would have 
wanted and a lack of permanent 
consultants is certainly a factor.

He added: ‘The sad loss of 
Sarah Prince, who was a gifted 
consultant, along with another 

who has retired and one who left 
to go to Oban makes things very 
difficult.  I have been told there 
are meetings every month to 
keep the project going but that 
some had been cancelled since 
the death of Ms Prince.’

Concern is also mounting 
regarding the suggestion people 
from Oban may have to travel to 
Fort William for health care as a 
reuslt of planned cuts.

Mr Foxley is ‘in theory’ not 
against the idea of specialised 
services being in Oban or Fort 
William and that overall he is 
optimistic about the future of 
the Belford.  

‘Providing it is in addition to 
core services, I think doubling 
the catchment area could actu-
ally help,’ he said. ‘This is part 
of a national issue in recruiting 
staff in rural areas but I believe 
if we tackle it regionally then we 
might be in with a chance.’

The Oban Times contacted the 
NHS, which said it remains com-
mitted to developing ser vices 
in Lochaber, which includes a 
modern hospital building.

A spokesperson explained: 
‘The process that we follow in 
such cases is laid down by the 
Capital Investment Group of 
the Scottish Government. It is 
complex and takes account of 
all local services and models of 
care as well as hospital services 
and needs to look to in future as 
well as current needs. We are at 

early stages of that process and 
it is important we get it right. 
It is important there is strong 
clinical engagement and, due to 
staffing problems, that has been 
challenging in recent months.

‘Nevertheless, background 
work is ongoing with our 
service planning department 
and others to progress the data 
modelling work required. A very 
productive meeting was held 
last week and the data will be 
reviewed on an ongoing basis. A 
further meeting is planned for 
the end of February to discuss 
the next steps and to scope any 
additional information that will 
be required. 

‘In addition, a workshop for 
all Belford Hospital heads of 
department, along with rep-
resentation from the Lochaber 
District, has been arranged for 
next month to look at current 
services, future aspirations 
and ideas. This will be crucial 
in shaping a clinical model on 
which the initial agreement with 
the Scottish Government will be 
developed.’

According to community 
members, the ‘Belford issue’ is 
one which highlights the lack 
of a community council in the 
area. Fort William Commu-
nity Council was disbanded in 
November last year after two 
failed elections and a third is 
scheduled for March. 

For more, turn to page nine.

MONICA GIBSON
mgibson@obantimes.co.uk

Caring Samara’s long 
lock chop for charity

Health board just 
misses target

Workers need 
more protection

NHS claims it remains 
committed to developing 
services in Lochaber

HIGHLANDS and Islands 
MSP Douglas Ross says 
emergency services person-
nel need more protection 
following reports that more 
than a quarter of people 
charged with attacking 
them never face trial in 
court.

Mr Ross said: 'Violence 
against the men and women 
of our emergency services 
in Scotland is an increasing 
problem. But these � gures 
show fewer cases are actu-
ally making it to court and 
those attacked while trying 
to protect us are being let 
down. That will do nothing 
to deter others who think 
this sort of despicable be-
haviour is acceptable.’

MORE than 3,000 NHS High-
land patients experienced 
longer accident and emer-
gency waiting times than the 
SNP’s target in 2016.

Figures from Scottish Labour 
show 3,033 people waited 
longer than four hours, 125 
longer than eight and 11 for 
more than 12 hours, meaning  
NHS Highland falls slightly 
short of the SNP target of 95 
per cent of patients being seen 
within four hours.

Fort William and Oban 
hospitals both met this target, 
however, with just shy of 
96 per cent of accident and 
emergency patients being 
seen within four hours in the 
Belford and almost 99 per cent 
being seen within this period 
in Lorn and Islands hospital. 
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Days gone by – � shing in 1890

Beachd Ailein Ailean Caimbeul

ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Viewpoint

Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing edi-
tor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body which 
deals with complaints from the 
public about the editorial content of 
newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 
The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend 
or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses 

must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not 

be printed. 
Please write or fax 
to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 
1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

OT

Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

Social media

There has been concern voiced about the proposals for 
a new development between Dunbeg and Ganavan 

that could see as many as 600 new homes being construct-
ed, as well as the installation of a new roundabout at the 
main road junction into the village.

Put forward to Argyll and Bute Council by the Link 
Group Ltd, a major Scottish social landlord, the scheme 
proposes ‘a mix of for-sale units and multi-tenure afforda-
ble homes’, including ‘recreation, commercial, commu-
nity facilities, business and industry and three strategic 
development roads’ on ‘vacant land to the north of A85 

between existing settlements of Dunbeg and Ganavan’.
While there are certainly positives in Link’s proposal, 

there are very obvious questions surrounding the sup-
porting infrastructure for such a development, not least 
of which is the pressure such a project would place on 
local health care and education. After all, the residents of 
the 600 new homes would require to be registered with a 
GP practice and the children must attend school.

A public consultation takes place tomorrow and we 
would urge all interested parties to attend and have their 
say. Full story, turn to page one.

Macphail at large

ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk 

JANUARY is the month for music in 
Glasgow and with Celtic Connections 
officially kicking off today, Thursday 
January 19, and getting fully under-
way tomorrow, the city is readying 
itself for an extravaganza of Celtic 
and roots-based music from Scotland 
and around the world.

This weekend there are some par-
ticular West Coast highlights. Mànran 
and Blazin’ Fiddles join forces on Fri-
day to bring the Barrowland Ballroom 
alive and, on Saturday, Shooglenifty 
take the stage of the Glasgow Royal 
Concert Hall’s main auditorium in 
what will be an emotional night as 
they pay tribute to their late colleague, 
friend and founder member, Angus 
Grant Junior. 

On Sunday night this venue also hosts 
the 20th anniversary of Phil Cunning-
ham’s Highlands and Islands Suite, an 
orchestral collaboration with some of 
the country’s top traditional musicians. 
Also on Sunday night, and in the 
Strathclyde Suite of the same building, 
is the Mary Ann Kennedy-directed 
concert, Tiree Song Book. I hope to be in 
the audience for this one, and apologies 
in advance to anyone sitting near by, 
because I may be a bit over excited and 
singing along loudly.

Celtic Connections is the biggest fes-
tival of its kind in the world and it has 
been a great focal point and source of 
energy for traditional music. 

Another Glasgow institution that 

has had a similar positive effect 
on our music is the Park Bar. Last 
Sunday saw the release of an album 
celebrating 50 years of music in this 
famous Highland watering hole.

The Park Bar has given a platform to 
hundreds of Highland bands, singers 
and musicians and been a consistent 
supporter of music since licensing 
laws in Scotland first allowed live mu-
sic to be played back in 1966. Under 
the management of the famous and 
highly respected Terry Ferguson, the 
Park Bar led the way in giving ceilidh 
music a platform in pubs.

There are very few Highland and 
traditional musicians who have not had 
a helping hand in their career by getting 

the opportunity to take the stage in the 
Park. Encouraged by the then manager 
Iain MacLeod (Sgadan), Andrew and 
myself performed there before we had 
even thought of a name for our band. 
The current boss, Nina Steele did the 
same for Martin and Daniel Gillespie 
of Skerryvore, and long before that 
Campbell Brown of Gunna Sound 
and countless other young performers 
received a similar boost.

The CD is a fine representation of 
the entertainment that has featured in 
the venue over its musical lifetime. It 
features two tracks from the legendary 
Donald McRae, who is undoubtedly the 
artist most strongly associated with the 
Park, having performed there for the 
entire 50 years celebrated by the album. 

Donald is one of the country’s top 
Gaelic singers and gave a foundation 
of song accompaniment to countless 
accordion players, myself included. 
The 2/4 Marches from Willie Camer-
on, the opening set from Trail West, 
and Robert Robertson’s stunning 
delivery of Gruagach Òg an Fhuilt 
Bhàn were all stand-out tracks.

When you walk into the Park, you 
instantly feel at home. Nina, her sister 
Winnie, the staff and the customers 
are like a family to people from the 
Highlands and Islands in Glasgow. 

That feeling of ‘Celtic connection’ 
is evoked beautifully throughout this 
entire CD.
� Glasgow Letter – page 13.

Macphail at largeMacphail at large

The pledge given by MSP Michael 
Russell to continue to � ght the ‘in-
justice’ visited upon Connel woman 
Ann Colthart by Argyll and Bute 
Council’s planning department and 
committee drew widespread praise.
Cameron Anson criticised: ‘ “Ach, aye, 
it’s against the rules but it’s only a wee 
bit against the rules so it’s � ne really. 
Move on. Stop asking questions.” Fail-
ure to acknowledge their own incom-
petence and supporting developers 
over the public has now set a very 
dangerous precedent. From now on, 
why should anyone follow planning 

regulations if the Council are willing to 
ignore them? Sadly, whilst disgraceful, 
it’s not surprising. The PPSL Committee 
aren’t refusing to accept that they have 
made a monumental error. The issue is 
that they don’t believe they have done 
anything wrong. They � outed their 
own regulations in favour of a large 
developer over one of their electorate 
despite being shown evidence of 
the mistakes and receiving strong 
opposition from the community. It’s 
scandalous.’
Hamish Kirk quipped: ‘A and B Council 
never make mistakes. It is our duty to 

OBEY our masters! They really are a 
hopeless case!’
Garry MacAllister commented: ‘Ma-
cleods and the council make the rules 
up themself.’
Kathleen Ferguson posted: ‘Found a 
solution???? They must think we � oat-
ed down the Clyde on a water biscuit....
Such complacency from a bunch of 
corrupt and ignorant idiots .A and B 
Council certainly don’t do themselves 
any favours.I can’t believe they believe 
their own incompetence is ok.’
Hannah Elizabeth Fisher wrote: ‘Dis-
gusting behaviour!’

THA MI AIR SGRÌOBHADH uair 
neo dhà roimhe mu ar n-eòlas teagh-
laich air buaidh oillteil an tinneis 
alzheimer’s, an tinneas as bitheanta a 
tha ag adhbharachadh boile (demen-
tia). Chan eil leithid ann ri “tinneas 
math” ach saoilidh mi gum bheil boile 
a tha a’ bleith air falbh cuimhne, tu-
igse, ciall, agus cothrom bodhaig, cho 
sònraichte dòrainneach fhulang agus 
fhaicinn ri tinneas a th’ ann. Tha an 
euslaint seo a’ goid air falbh neach air 
an robh càirdean eòlach agus gaolach, 
agus a’ fàgail choigreach ann an cruth 
an neach sin.

Coigreach aig nach eil cuimhne, 
aithne, neo tuigse sam bith orra. 

Bho chionn greise a-nise tha dotaire-
an air a bhith làidir den bheachd gum 
bheil cuid de chleasan spòrs anns 
am bheil cluicheadairean a’ faotainn 
bhuillean mun cheann buailteach cur 
ri cunnart gun tig boile air na daoine 
sin. 

Tha an aon seòrsa fianais air tighinn 
à rannsachaidhean co-cheangailte 
ri buaidh cuid de dh’obair shaigh-
dearachd. Tuigear mar sin carson a 
bhiodh sabaid-dhòrn (dòrnadh, neo 
dòrnachadh, mar a theirte uaire-

igin!), rugbaidh, agus ball-coise 
fo amharas sònraichte, ged a tha 
caochladh chleasachd eile leithid 
iomain fon phrosbaig cuideachd. Tha 
luchd-riaghlaidh rugbaidh am measg 
cuid de spòrsan a tha toirt taic dha 
obair-rannsachaidh air alzheimer’s 
ach tha gearain a’ fàs a thaobh ‘s nach 
eil ball-coise, an spòrs as beartaiche 
dhiubh sin air fad ann am beachd 
mhòran, idir a’ dèanamh gu leòr. 

Tha e follaiseach carson a bhiodh 
luchd-rannsachaidh airson cuim-
seachadh gu sònraichte aircluic-
headairean a tha ealanta leis na 
buillean-cinn, a tha cho deatamach 
anns an spòrs seo ach a dh’fhaodadh 
aig an aon àm a bhith gan dochann 
gun fhiosta dhaibh. Ged a dh’iarradh 
cuid cur às dha buillean-cinn gu tur 
ann am ball-coise, saoilidh mi nach 
gabh sin dèanamh ann an gèam sam 
bheil an cleas seo air a bhith cho fada 
na chomharra air sàr ealantas chluic-
headair, gun iomradh air na tadhail a 
bhuannaich leithid de bhuillean.

Mar a bhiodh dùil, tha rannsachadh 
a’ dol air adhart gus feuchainn 
ri tuigse agus leigheas a lorg air 
alzheimer’s ach tha feum daonnan air 

barrachd taic ionmhais gus an obair a 
ghreasad, agus ma tha ceàird neo cur-
seachad àraid a thathas den bheachd a 
tha a’ cur ris an èiginn, tha fhios gum 
biodh e iomchaidh agus ceart gun 
cuireadh iad sin taic ri iomairt gus 
faothachadh a lorg. Saoilidh mi gum 
bheil dleastanas moralta air saoghal 
ball-coise taic a thoirt, oir mar a tha 
fìor a thaobh iomadh tinneis, tha 
mìltean a gheibheadh buannachd 
an-dràsta fhèin gun ghuth air gineala-
ichean a tha ri tighinn!

IRRESPECTIVE OF WHETHER 
one accepts evidence linking contact 
sports such as boxing, rugby and 
football to increased risk of dementia, 
most reasonable people accept that 
a cure for this tragic wasting illness 
could prevent thousands from suffer-
ing.

Heading is a measure of talent in 
football, widely recognised as one 
of the wealthier sports, and it surely 
has a moral responsibility to support 
alzheimer’s research.

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

People and wildlife 
are not in con� ict
Sir,
I was really sad to read that local MSP 
Kate Forbes thinks that the Highlands 
can either accommodate wildlife or 
young couples, but not both (‘A gen-
eration at risk, warns MSP’, The Oban 
Times, January 5). 

Generations of Highland culture 
have appreciated our very special 
environment. So does our modern 
tourist industry, where thousands 
come to our area to enjoy the very 
‘artefacts’ that Ms Forbes dismisses. 

Clearly, she is just not correct; peo-
ple are not an endangered species, 
either in the Highlands or anywhere 
else in the world. 

Although it is accepted that in our 
area there is a lack of housing for cer-
tain needs, there are plenty of places 
where homes can be built where they 
do not clash with wildlife. Sensitive 
planning can easily accommodate 
both people and wildlife, and it is 
unhelpful of Ms Forbes to set them up 
in opposition to each other. 

For what it’s worth, at a recent local 
planning meeting, Highland planners 
stated that 95 per cent of planning ap-
plications in Highland are approved, 
which doesn’t sound particularly 
‘draconian’.  

As our MSP, Ms Forbes has a res-
ponsibility to address the many real 
issues that affect young people. Con-
flict with wildlife is not one of them.

Susannah Calderan,
Canal House, Banavie, 
Fort William.

Gaelic signs serve 
very little purpose
Sir,
I was pleased to note some interest 
in my recent letter on the subject of 
Gaelic bilingual trunk road signs. 

D MacKenzie of An Gearasdan ap-
pears unwilling to accept that the sole 
purpose of road signs is to provide 
clear direction to road users. Given 
that just 0.5 per cent of the population 
claim Gaelic literacy, obstructing 
essential information needlessly 
and depleting the trunk road repair 
budget by millions of pounds remains, 
in my view, an absolute disgrace.

John Carmichael, commenting on 
the length of some Gaelic place name 
versions, has my sympathy. One near-
by road sign increased in size by 500 
per cent so I am only too well aware 
of the massive hoardings now with us.

An official survey into attitudes 
towards Gaelic concluded: ‘The key 
challenge is not so much to increase 
awareness of Gaelic generally, given 
that it is already high, or indeed to 
do more to relate Gaelic to traditions 
and culture, but rather to promote the 
relevance of Gaelic to Scotland as a 
whole.’ 

The new road signs failed miserably 
to enhance the tourist experience and 
raising awareness of Gaelic in this 
manner has now been confirmed as 
serving little practical purpose. 

I fervently hope Gaelic can survive 
as a working language in these 
troubling times but much more must 

be done urgently to encourage and 
engage in the spoken word, no matter 
how little or grammatically adrift 
‘Gaelic Smatters Matter’. 

Lewis Morrison, 
Beregonium, Benderloch.

MORE than half a century ago the 
Irish tackled the problem of road 
signs head-on, with an obvious – and 
perfect – solution. Simply use a clearly 
different font for each language.

First, though, it’s best to decide 
which language is to appear first on 
the signboard – and stick to this. 

The reader soon becomes accus-
tomed to quickly spotting the lan-
guage they want to see. 

 Visit Ireland to see for yourself how 
effective this is.

I can understand why nobody has 
thought of doing this in Scotland 
because we suffer from the same 
problem here in North Wales.

Geoffrey Tyson,
Capel Garmon, North Wales.

Neigh-bours are 
re-united by horse
Sir,
My beautiful big horse Riley broke 
into my feed shed and ate some 
chicken food. He became desperately 
ill with colic and then laminitis. Just 
before New Year, after three days and 
three vet visits, he became life-threat-
eningly ill.

Very late at night the vet was called. 
I didn’t hold out much hope but the 
young vet appeared and quickly set 
to work. He toiled diligently into the 
night and came back at first light the 
next day to see my poorly but more 
stable horse.

It’s still early days for Riley’s recov-
ery, but all signs are good and he’s 
back to his quirky self.

But the strange thing is that I and 
the young vet started to talk about the 
weather and he said he lived outside 
Forfar and there had only been a light 
sprinkling of snow. To which I said: 
‘Oh, my mum lives in Fort William 
and she has four inches.’

He stopped in his tracks and said: ‘I 
don’t believe it. I’m from Inverroy by 
Roy Bridge.’

So, the lovely young vet who came to 
our rescue that night, now living hun-
dreds of miles from home, was treating 
the horse of a woman, also hundreds of 
miles from home, and they only lived 
about 10 miles apart when they were 
growing up. So, just to say a massive 
thank you to vet, Robert Strachan.

Susan Duncan and Riley,
Arbroath. 

Dunbeg community 
views being ignored
Sir,
I attended the drop-in consultation 
that Link had in Dunbeg school. 

What struck me was that they appear 
not to have listened to – or, maybe 
more truthfully, totally ignored – what 
the Dunbeg community has been 
saying for more than three years: ‘No 
houses without proper road access 
and an upgraded school.’

The situation we find ourselves in is 
as follows: Dunbeg has an excellent 
school which is now at capacity, just as 
we predicted many years ago. There 
are no plans to extend the school.  

Planning has allowed 75 houses to 
be built with part of the access road to 
the houses not owned by the council. 
This road is now falling apart and has 
no pavement to connect with the rest 
of the village. The road access in the 
interim being suggested would appear 
to be via Kirk Road but no detailed 
plans were seen for this. 

Dunbeg has been asking for a 
roundabout at the main road junction. 
Cars are forced to stop on the main 
road coming from Oban when cars try 
to access Meadow Road. 

It is clear that we in Dunbeg need to 
see detailed plans for road access and 
for provision at the school and it would 
seem that the only way forward for 
our village is to oppose any further, 
much needed, housing. No doubt this 
will be discussed at the next sched-
uled meeting of Dunbeg Community 
Council on  Monday February 13 at 
7.30pm in Dunbeg Church. 

Bill Harvey, 
Castle Road, Dunbeg.

It is time to abandon 
failing bins system
Sir,
I read with interest your article 
‘Rubbish row rumbles on’ (The Oban 
Times, January 5).

The solution suggested for more and 
larger green bins fails to address the 
real problem. Unrecycled material 
means, in all cases, food waste, used 
sanitary products, used nappies and 
cat litter, and, in some cases, used in-
continence pads and wound dressings. 
All plastic bins take on the ambient 
temperature and, in summer, are fre-
quently hot to the touch. This makes 
them perfect incubators for germs, 
and these will be beside houses and 
play areas.

Increasing the size and number of 
bins is, I believe, a criminal aban-
doning of a public health duty. At the 
very least, the ‘clean’ bins with washed 
plastic and cardboard may be emptied 
every three weeks but the ‘dirty’ bins 
must be emptied fortnightly. A much 
better idea would be abandoning this 
schedule and reverting to the old 
weekly uplift.

Robert H Davidson,
Breadalbane Mews, Oban.

Sir,
Local councils maintain that cutting 
down on the number of rubbish bin 
uplifts is not about saving money but 
rather about encouraging recycling.

Having just returned from Auckland, 
New Zealand, I was impressed by the 
system they use in that country.

Both bins are lifted regularly (in this 
case weekly) but the general rubbish bin 
is between half and three quarters the 
size of the recycling bin.

This encourages everyone to try to 
recycle as much of their rubbish as 
possible. There is no complexity, no fuss 
and everyone is reasonably happy being 
involved in a manageable scheme.

Alec Chasemore,
Bruichladdich, Islay.

This week’s trip down memory lane takes us all the way back to the 19th century and depicts an Argyll � shing party on 
the shores of Loch Katrine in 1890. Photograph courtesy of Iain Thornber .

Robert Robertson gave a stunning 
performance on Sunday. 
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A FAMILY-ORIENTATED 
couple from Corpach were 
joined by their nearest and dear-
est as they celebrated 60 years of 
marriage.

Donald and Betty MacIntyre 
were married in Saint Andrews 
Church, Fort William, on Boxing 
Day 1957.  Sixty years to the day, 
family and friends from as far 
away as Australia and all around 
Scotland travelled to Lochaber 
to join the couple’s celebrations.

Daughter Catriona told The 
Oban Times while her mother 
and father, now 81 and 82 
respectively, enjoyed different 
professions throughout their 
lives, family was always key.

She added: ‘Mum worked in 
the grocer shop and then the 
butcher shop while Dad spent 
years with the railway then in the 
woodyard and was a driver at the 
tip for the council. Mum was one 
of nine children so family has 
always been really important. 
They are both extremely family 
orientated. Dad enjoys garden-

THIS year’s � rst covering of 
snow caused a few hiccups on 
Lochaber roads last week with 
minor incidents taking place 
near Laggan.

Police Scotland con� rmed 
a van went o�  the road at 
Kinloch Laggan on the A86 last 
Thursday morning (January 
12). A lorry stopped to assist 
the van driver and then a car 
collided with the lorry. No-one 
was injured.

BEAR Scotland was quickly 
on the scene and a spokes-
person said: ‘Our teams were 
made aware of a minor colli-
sion involving three vehicles 
around 11am. Our teams 
helped two of the vehicles, 
with the other moving away 
on its own accord.

‘The road was closed for 
approximately half an hour to 
allow the safe recovery of the 
vehicles.’

A FORD Fiesta was damaged 
in the Imperial Hotel car park 
on Thursday January 5.

Police believe the damage 
was caused by another vehicle. 
Anyone with information re-
lating to this incident, thought 
to have taken place between 
9am and 11am are asked to 
contact police.

SEVERAL items in an external 
storeroom of Fort William’s 
Indian Garden restaurant 
were set on � re sometime 
between 2pm on Saturday 
January 7 and 11.30am on 
Sunday January 8.

AN UNATTENDED white 
Vauxhall camper van parked at 
the top of Lochaber Road was 
damaged sometime between 
5pm on Sunday January 8 and 
9am on Monday January 9.

POLICE are keen to speak 
to the driver of a black 
Vauxhall Corsa seen near 
Kilmallie Graveyard after a 
car was damaged by another 
vehicle at around 10pm on 
Thursday January 12. 

ITEMS were stolen from a 
property in Banavie after it 
was broken into sometime 
between 6.30pm and 11.30pm 
on Friday January 13.

A PROPERTY in Lochyside 
was broken into sometime 
between 3.15pm on Satur-
day January 14 and 3.20pm 
on Sunday January 15.

TWO VEHICLES were damaged 
in the Polloch area at 7pm on 
Friday January 13 and 9.30am 
on Saturday January 14.

BALLACHULISH Primary 
School raised more than £100 by 
choosing to ‘keep it local’ for its 
school photographs.

Enterprising pupils from 
Ballachulish decided to go local 
for their yearly photographs and 
raised £140 for the school fund.

Ballachulish Primary School 
approached Iain Ferguson of 
The Write Image about taking 
school portraits and he suggest-
ed involving the Pupil Council 
(PC) to help organise the event 
as an enterprise project  which 
would also raise funds for the 
school.

With the PC on board, togeth-
er with Iain, a plan of action was 
drawn up. This was developed 
in follow-up meetings to work 
out the detail on what type of 
pictures they would like, the 
sizes they should offer, where 
the studio could be set up, how 
long would be needed to take 
each picture and organise times 

Donald and Betty are all smiles as they celebrate their anniversary.

Members of Ballachulish Primary School Pupil Council, left to right, Arron Callender, Ethan Starkey, 
Cali Donald, Ellie Chisholm, Ava Bathurst, Lucy MacMillan and Ema MacInnes, with Shay Lynsay 

presenting the cheque to Iain Ferguson. 

FOUR is the magic number at a Fort William school which 
received another award for doing its part in keeping Scotland 
beautiful.

Caol Primary School was handed its fourth Eco-Flag last 
week. Eco-Schools is the largest sustainable schools pro-
gramme in the world, designed to encourage whole-school 
action on sustainable development education issues.

Head teacher Steven Hamilton said: ‘This is the school’s 
fourth Eco-Flag and it has been a great team effort to main-
tain our Eco-Schools status.

‘Our Eco-Committee and Green Gardeners Committee 
have done a lot of work across the school involving every class.

‘Led by Miss Adam and Mrs Carabine, the committees, 
with pupils from every class represented, worked in the school 
garden and on a variety of eco topics.

‘Now that we are settling into the new school, the groups are 
very excited about getting started in the new eco garden and 
planters around the school when spring arrives.’

Caol Primary School’s gardeners club and eco committee 
received the award for their work in the school garden and 

on a variety of eco topics.

Caol school pupils 
fl y eco fl ag again 

A MAN has hit out at BEAR 
Scotland after his travel plans 
were upended by a fault on a 
Lochaber swing bridge.

Richard Peakin was travelling 
with his wife Carol from Skye 
to Fort William on November 
29 when the Laggan Bridge 
broke down and put a stop to 
their journey.  The couple had 
been on a trip to celebrate Mrs 
Peakin’s 60th birthday and had 
planned to spend the night in 
Fort William before returning 
to their home in Durham.

‘What I want is for these com-
panies to realise their commu-
nity responsibilities rather than 
just their contractual ones,’ said 
Mr Peakin.

Mr Peakin told The Oban Times 
many people had got out of their 
vehicles and were confused 
about the situation.

‘There was no information,’ 
Mr Peakin added. ‘We couldn’t 
get reception for local radio 
but the drivers who could said 
there were no announcements 
about the fault and nothing 
online. Some of the professional 
drivers told us that on previous 
occasions when the bridge had 

THE HIGHLAND COUNCIL has announced it 
will make a third attempt to form a Fort William 
community council despite it being disbanded last 
November.

In December The Oban Times reported the news 
after an anonymous source claimed more than 20 
people had signed a petition urging the council to 
hold another election.

A Highland Council spokesperson confirmed 
the council received a petition from more than 20 
people in the community requesting an election.

‘We follow a statutory process which has begun 
today (Tuesday January 17). The opportunity 
is promoted on our website homepage, through 
social media and via the local press,’ said the 
spokesperson.

Nominations are now being sought, with the cut-
off date set for 4pm on Wednesday February 1 and 
elections on Thursday March 2.

Former community councillor Patricia Jordan 
had mixed feelings on hearing the news. She said: 
‘I am delighted there has been enough interest 
from people to hold another election. But it is a 
disgrace the Highland Council has not publicised 
this more. Maybe it is not keen for the Fort William 
community council to reform – it always has been 
a thorn in its side. 

‘The community council is the voice of the people 
here. We need to have a body speaking for the 
community.’

Nomination forms can be downloaded from 
www.highland.gov.uk/info/799/elections_and_vot-
ing/643/community_councils by emailing elec-
tions@highland.gov.uk or calling 01349 886606.

Forms should be sent to Dot Ferguson, Senior 
Ward Manager, The Highland Council, Lochaber 
House, High Street, Fort William, PH33 6EL, or 
emailed to dot.ferguson@highland.gov.uk by the 
deadline date.

Police fi les

Pair’s journey halted 
by swing bridge fault

Three vehicles in 
Laggan collision 

stopped working it had taken 
more than six hours to solve the 
problem.  We didn’t know what 
to do.’

Despite having booked a hotel 
in Fort William, Mr Peakin and 
his wife decided to change tack 
and head for Inverness. They 
managed to find another hotel 
to stay that night but Mrs Peakin 
became anxious and unwell.

He said: ‘We had enjoyed a 
lovely trip but this whole issue 
put a dampener on it.  The north 
of Scotland for us is not the 
middle of nowhere but it is un-
familiar territory and, when you 
are driving around on roads you 
do not know and there is very 
limited hours of daylight, it can 
be unsettling. You don’t always 
feel safe and we didn’t even 
know if we would have a bed for 
the night.

‘We could not believe there was 
no-one trying to get the message 
out. I later contacted Caledonian 
Canals which put me onto BEAR 
Scotland. My first few attempts 
at corresponding were ignored. 
Eventually I asked them to refund 
the money I had to spend on an 
unplanned night in Inverness. It 
is not about the money – I would 
be happy for them to make a 
donation to charity.’ 

The Oban Times contacted 
BEAR Scotland and was told in 
the north-west area alone, it is 
responsible for 1,723 structures, 
including four swing bridges on 
the Caledonian Canal. 

A spokesperson said: ‘Mainte-
nance of all our bridges is treated 
as high priority and inspections 
and routine maintenance are 
carried out at prescribed times. 
On the swing bridges this takes 
place every month.

‘Unfortunately, complications 
with the swing bridges some-
times occur. We have standard 
emergency procedures for the 
failure of a swing bridge and in 
this instance the bridge failed 
on the opening swing, meaning 
the road had to be temporarily 
closed.

‘In line with standard proce-
dures, Scottish canal operators 
contacted our control room 
to report the fault. If the fault 
cannot be rectified remotely 
using our specialist systems, we 
are required to attend the swing 
bridges within an hour and then 
bring in specialist resources 
as required. On this occasion, 
teams were on site within an 
hour and the issue was solved in 
30 minutes.

‘Traffic Scotland was also 

notified as soon as the fault was 
reported and was displaying 
information on its Twitter page 
and website.

‘We are not able to comment 
on the specifics of the gentle-
man’s claim. However, we feel 
we did everything we could to 
minimise disruption to road 
users. No other complaints 
have been received about our 
handling of the incident.’

BEAR also reminded motor-
ists that bridge improvement 
works at Laggan swing bridge 
and Aberchalder swing bridge 
are currently under way. This 
will involve painting the struc-
tures with a specialist protective 
layer to help prevent the steel-
work from deteriorating.

As part of a £1.2 million invest-
ment from Transport Scotland, 
refurbishment will also take 
place at Invergarry bridge.

Work on all three bridges 
was scheduled to begin last 
Monday, with the work at Inver-
garry bridge taking up to four 
weeks and the improvements 
on Laggan and Aberchalder 
bridges expected to take up to 
10 weeks. The A82 will remain 
open throughout the work with 
temporary traffic lights in place 
at each location for safety.

for each individual, class and 
whole school pictures.

The pupils designed and 
printed out booking forms to 
take home to parents, made 
lists showing who was coming at 
what time and set up a graphical 
code which could be scanned by 
a mobile phone to take people 
straight to a specially-created 
website.

On the chosen day, Iain and 
his colleague John Paul Peebles 
set up the studio in the ‘spare’ 
classroom, while members of 
the pupil council collected those 
to be photographed from their 
classroom or nursery, as well as 
welcoming parents and younger 
brothers and sisters into the 
school, showing them to the 
waiting area and looking after 
them.

Head teacher Carol Divers had 
also suggested taking a whole 
school picture in the playground 
so that children and staff could 

look back in years to come and 
remember the building. The 
weather was cold and wet, but 
once again the pupil council 
helped out by making contin-
uous checks on the weather, 
rushing in to announce a weath-
er window, then helping to set 
up chairs outdoors in just a few 
minutes. This picture was also 
turned into a calendar by Iain 
and John Paul who donated 20 
copies to the school, which the 
children sold at the Christmas 
Fair, raising  an additional £40.

Iain said: ‘The pupil council 
was impressive, so well organ-
ised, polite and enthusiastic.  
It was a great pleasure to work 
with them and they learned 
everything so quickly which was 
a big help. Thank you also to the 
staff and parents for their sup-
port, which allowed the children 
to make their project such a 
success and raise a total of £140 
for the school.’

Corpach couple celebrate diamond wedding
ing and they love spending time 
with the grand-children Laura, 
Grant and Stuart. They have 
even travelled over to Australia 
twice to see that side of the 
family. The party on Boxing 
Day was lovely.  It was great we 
could celebrate on their actual 
anniversary and Mum and Dad 
had a fabulous time. It was really 
nice for them to catch up with 
people they haven’t seen in some 
time and for everyone to wish 
them well.’

Mr and Mrs MacIntyre 
thanked everyone who travelled, 
especially Laura and Rachel 
who came from Perth, and those 
who  helped organise the night.  
They added: ‘Thanks go to 
our son Kenneth and daughter 
Catriona  and the team of secret 
helpers; our nephew Brian for a 
sumptuous buffet and John and 
Stevie of Box of Bananas for 
the superb music. Thanks also 
to Bobby Henderson for all his 
help and Kilmallie Community 
Centre for the use of the hall.’  

Photo project boosts school funds

Third attempt 
at forming Fort 
community council

www.facebook.com/obantimes
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Across

7 Train sound (8-5)

8 Cadger (8)

9 Tattie (4)

10 Greatly shock (7)

12 Company rule (5)

14 Cram (5)

16 In an angry state (7)

19 Worker (4)

20 Vitalise again (8)

22 Brotherhood (13)

Down

1 Spanish stew (4)

2 Rare (6)

3 Between (7)

4 One of three expensive gifts given to a 
baby (5)

5 Runny ice (6)

6 Dweller (8)

11 Conventional (8)

13 Small bag (7)

15 Distant (3-3)

17 Accusation (6)

18 Fancy titbit (5)

21 Entrance to the garden (4)
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GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 
CROSSWORD

THE environmental charity Keep 
Scotland Beautiful is searching for 
green-� ngered, innovative young 
designers to take part in this year’s 
Design a One Planet Picnic Pocket 
Garden Competition.

School pupils from all over Scotland 
are being encouraged to design a 
garden suitable for Scotland’s Year 
of History, Heritage and Archaeology 
using plants that can be eaten, that 

attract biodiversity and which 
reuse something which 

would otherwise 
have been 
thrown away.

The winning 
schools will 
be selected 

by members of 
the Garden for 

Life Forum. All of 
the winning entries 
will form the main 
feature of the Living 
Garden area at the 

national Gar-

dening Scotland event in June. Keep 
Scotland Beautiful is inviting schools 
from across the county to submit their 
designs no later than Friday Febru-
ary 10. Pupils are asked to design a 
colourful and exciting pallet sized 
garden which explores plant and food 
heritage.

Eve Keepax, food and environment 
o�  cer at Keep Scotland Beautiful, 
said: ‘We’re delighted to be running 
the One Planet Picnic Pocket Gar-
den Competition for a second year 
following the success of last year’s 
competition, which attracted almost 
100 entries. This is a practical and 
fun way for young people to use their 
skills and utilise their knowledge in 
growing food sustainably, which is 
central to a low-carbon future.’

Further information about the com-
petition can be found at: www.keep
scotlandbeauti-
ful.org/pocket-
garden.

In this series, The Oban Times’ resident Bodach (Gaelic: old man and, by experience, often a storyteller) looks through archive material 
for articles and pictures that preserve moments from the past. There is always a back story – and sometimes a future one. Bodach

Get in touch with your stories at bodach@obantimes.co.uk

Burns night
AROUND the globe from Scotland’s 
capital city of Edinburgh to Edin-
burgh of the Seven Seas on Tristan da 
Cunha, the world’s most remote island, 
Scots of descent or desire celebrate 
the life and work of their national bard 
Robert Burns on his birthday, January 
25, with Burns Suppers.

But Scotland has more bards than 
Burns, and notably two contemporary 
poets from Argyll and Lochaber, who 
lived and wrote during a golden age of 
Gaelic poetry in the 18th century.

After the 1745 Jacobite rising, the 
massacre at Culloden in 1746, and the 
violent reprisals against the Highland 
clans, these two Gaelic poets, who 
fought on opposing sides, produced 
two epic poems, In Praise of Ben 
Dorain and The Birlinn of Clanranald, 
both translated into English by Hugh 
MacDiarmid, and both among the 
great works of world literature.

The Gaelic bards were contempo-
raries of Burns (1759-96): Donnchadh 
Bàn Mac an t-Saoir or Duncan Ban 
MacIntyre (1724-1812), who was born 
in Glen Orchy, and Alasdair Mac 
Mhaighstir Alasdair or Alexander 
MacDonald (c. 1693/98-1770), who 
lived in the West Highlands and was 
buried in Arisaig.

Duncan Ban, a gamekeeper for the 
Duke of Argyll, is hailed as the Gaelic 
nature bard par excellence, giving per-
haps Britain’s finest poetic description 
of wildlife in his most famous poem 
Moladh Beinn Dòbhrain, In Praise of 
Ben Doran.

Duncan Ban was illiterate, carrying 
his poems by memory, but many were 

written down and preserved by Rev 
Donald MacNicol, parish minister of 
Lismore. 

His poetry has also been translated 
into English by Iain Crichton Smith, a 
native of Lewis who lived in Oban and 
Taynuilt, and taught English in Oban 
High School.

In Praise of Ben Doran describes 
the mountain, the deer and the hunt, 
narrated by the hunter. ‘A young man 
who will hunt the deer, not for sport 
but for the nourishment of himself 
and his people,’ writes Alan Riach, 
Professor of Scottish Literature at 
Glasgow University, who has also 
recently translated the Gaelic poem 
into English.

‘In the 21st century, most of the 
deer and the forests, the natural 
plenitude of Ben Dorain, has gone. It 
is a beautiful, but bare mountain. In 
this, perhaps, it is comparable to that 
other great poem of sorrow, Sorley 
MacLean’s Hallaig.’

Donnchadh Bàn nan Òrain or 
‘Fair Duncan of the Songs’ lived in 
Edinburgh during the flourishing of 
the Edinburgh Enlightenment, and 
his poems were selling well as Robert 
Burns’s Kilmarnock edition of Poems, 
Chiefl y in the Scottish Dialect, was pub-
lished in 1786. Duncan Ban was buried 
in Edinburgh’s Greyfriars Kirkyard, 
and in 1859 another monument by 
John Thomas Rochead, who designed 
Stirling’s Wallace Monument, was 
erected to honour MacIntyre in the 
hills near Dalmally, overlooking Loch 
Awe.

The ’45 Jacobite rebellion divided 

the country, and the two Gaelic poets: 
while Duncan Ban fought for Hano-
verian forces, on the other side stood 
the Moidart schoolteacher Alexander 
MacDonald, Alasdair MacMhaighstir 
Alasdair – ‘the Great Bard’, ‘Am Bàrd 
Ainmeil’.

MacDonald abandoned teaching 
at Kilchoan, Ardnamurchan, where 
he wrote the first Gaelic-English 
dictionary A Galick and English Vocab-
ulary, as the Jacobite flag was raised at 
Glenfinnan on August 19, 1745, after 
which he became captain in the Clan 
Ranald regiment, and taught Gaelic 
to the Young Pretender to the British 
throne, Bonnie Prince Charlie. 

Defeated, he fled to Glen Uig, Knoy-
dart, Morar and finally to Sandaig 
in Arisaig, where he is buried in an 
unknown plot in Kilmorie cemetery.

Professor Riach writes: ‘The Bir-
linn of Clanranald is a poem which 
describes a working ship, a birlinn 
or galley, and the 16 crewmen, each 
with their appointed role and place, 
and it describes their mutual working 
together, rowing, and then sailing out 

to sea, from the Hebrides, from South 
Uist to the Sound of Islay, then over 
to Carrickfergus in Ireland. The last 
third of the poem takes us through a 
terrible storm, and we make it – only 
just – to safe harbour.

‘The Birlinn presents a clan and a 
crew of men working in extreme co-or-
dination, disciplined and intuitive, but 

they and their vessel are subjected to 
a storm of unprecedented violence. 
The courage and skills of the crew and 
the strength of the ship carry them 
through, but at a cost. 

‘The safe harbour they come to 
connects the Celtic worlds of Scotland 
and Ireland.’

Prof Riach concludes: ‘The journeys 

both poems take us on are, also, 
signals of an ancient kinship, across 
differences, of the Celtic peoples, of 
the human needs of all people, and of 
the relations between these and sea, 
earth and nature.’ 

Perhaps this Burns night we can also 
recite poems by the national bard’s 
great Gaelic contemporaries.

Pocket picnic garden compLast chance for 
youngsters to pipe up 
for championships
TIME is running out for schools across 
Scotland to get their entries in for the 
world’s biggest schools pipe band event 
before the final deadline for this year 
passes.

The closing date for applications to 
compete in the annual schools pipe 
band competition in Edinburgh in 
March is January 20.

The Scottish Schools Pipe Band 
Championships attracts 700 young-
sters from 120 schools and was estab-
lished to encourage the formation of 
school pipe bands.

It features taster grades for young-
sters with no competing experience, as 
well as providing a forum for schools 
competing at the highest level.

Alexandra Duncan, chief executive 
of the Scottish Schools Pipes and 
Drums Trust (SSPDT), which organ-
ises the event, said: ‘We are delighted 
to be hosting the championships once 
more and have already received a huge 
number of entries.

‘With the closing date for applications 
fast approaching, we are encouraging 
anyone wishing to compete to visit our 
website (http://thechampionships.org.
uk/enter-championships-2017/) and 
enter now.’

The SSPDT has also revealed plans 
to double its vital funding through its 

schools programme to allow pupils in 
Scotland the chance to learn the pipes 
and drums on the same basis as other 
orchestral instruments.

In its first year, more than 1,000 
pupils in Scotland – in 93 state schools 
from 13 local authority areas – re-
ceived tuition under schemes funded 
by the SSPDT, which totalled around 
£275,000.

But the charity has said it is prepared 
to invest £500,000 in tutors and loan-
ing instruments in 2017 to ensure even 
more young people can be taught.

The haggis is piped in a t Oban’s Regent Hotel. All smiles from those enjoying the Regent Hotel’s Burns supper.

The top table at the Regent Hotel. Celebrating the bard at Taynuilt.
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MONDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 0900 
Monday Morning With Andy and Stephen, 1100 Molly Black, 
1300 CLYDE 2, , 1700 Drivetime With Marcus, 1900 Rosie’s 
Highland Fling, 2000 John McLuckie’s Show, 2100 David 
Cullen
TUESDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show ,1000 Ken 
Hunter, 1200 Memories are Made of This with Ken Hunter, 
1500 Lesley Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drivetime with Jim Lynch, 
1900 Sounds Scottish with  Archie Cameron, 2000 Highest 
Praise with Stuart, 2100 Elaine Lamb, 2300 Northern Soul 
with Gordon Covey
WEDNESDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 
0900 Sound Scottish (repeat), 1000 Comfort Zone with 
Doug Carmichael, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Elaine Lamb, 1700 
Drivetime with Campbell, 1900 Country Meets Rock with 
Len & Ken, 2100 Gordon’s Grooves
THURSDAY: 0800 Morning show, 1100 Molly’s Mix with Molly 
Black, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Gordon Covey, 1700 Drivetime 
with Stephen, 1900 Christine’s Collection, 2100 Ann’s Ceilidh, 
2200 Margo Till Midnight
FRIDAY: 0800 Jean Ainsley Breakfast Show, 1000 Teeny 
and Tiny Show,  1300 -1500 Weekend Warmup with Ian 
Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drive Show with Jim Lynch, 1845 
Sports View, 1900 Country Meets Country with Jackie Craig, 
2000 Friday Night with Innes, 2100 TFI Friday with Jim Lawn
SATURDAY: 0800 Breakfast Show, 1000 Saturday Morning 
Live with Linda Crosher, 1330 CLYDE 2, 1800 Sports View 
with the Dream Team, 1900 Marcus, 2000 Dave Lewis
SUNDAY: 0900 Sunday Morning with Breege, 1100 - 1400 
Sunday Brunch, 1630 Archie Darling, 1800 Ken’s Friends with 
Ken Hunter, 1900 New Country Show with David Entwhistle, 
2100 Drum & Bass with Graham Scott

community-owned and run
Tel: 01631 562905  www.obanphoenix.com

Friday 20 January – Thursday 26 January 
A MONSTER CALLS | 12A | 128 MIN
Fri: 16:00, Sat: 15:00, 18:45, Sun: 15:45, Mon: 17:00, Tue: 
16:00, Wed: 17:00, Thu: 16:00
A boy seeks the help of a tree monster to cope with his 
single mum’s terminal illness.

ASSASSIN’S CREED | 12A | 130 MIN
Fri: 18:30, 21:00, Sat: 17:30, 20:00, Sun: 18:00, Mon: 19:30, 
Tue: 18:30, 21:00, Wed: 19:30, Thu: 18:30, 21:00
Parent and baby screening: Tue: 11:30
Through a revolutionary technology that unlocks his 
genetic memories, Callum Lynch (Michael Fassbender) ex-
periences the adventures of his ancestor, Aguilar, in 15th 
Century Spain. Callum discovers he is descended from 
a mysterious secret society, the Assassins, and amasses 
incredible knowledge and skills to take on the oppressive 
and powerful Templar organization in the present day.

COLLATERAL BEAUTY | 12A | 120 MIN
Fri: 18:45, Sat: 16:30, Sun: 17:00, Mon: 16:30, Tue: 16:30, 
Wed: 16:30, Thu: 18:45
Silver Screening - ‘Last Chance to See’ - Concessions (age 
60+) entry just £3!  Sun: 14:30
When a successful New York advertising executive su� ers 
a great tragedy, he retreats from life and seeks answers 
from the universe by writing letters.

KIDS CLUB: MOANA | PG | 133 MIN
Fri: 16:15, Sat: 14:00, Sun: 11:45, Tue: 16:15
Kids Club: Sat: 11:30
Children’s Classic. From Walt Disney Animation Studios 
comes “Moana,” a sweeping, CG-animated feature � lm 
about an adventurous teenager who sails out on a daring 
mission to save her people.

PASSENGERS | 12A | 136 MIN
Fri: 21:00, Sat: 21:15, Sun: 19:15, Mon: 18:45, Tue: 21:00, 
Wed: 18:45, Thu: 21:00
On a routine journey through space to a new home, two 
passengers, sleeping in suspended animation, are awak-
ened 90 years too early when their ship malfunctions. 
Chris Pratt and Jennifer Lawrence.

ROGUE ONE: A STAR WARS STORY | 12A | 153 MIN
Sun: 13:00, Thu: 16:00
3D: Sat: 12:00
‘Rogue One: A Star Wars Story’, is the � rst � lm in the new 
standalone movies from Lucas� lm. It tells the story of how 
a group of unlikely heroes unite to undertake a daring and 
seemingly impossible mission to steal the plans for the 
Death Star.
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VIEWS are being sought on a 
plan setting out how the Gaelic 
language will be promoted and 
developed within Loch Lomond 
and the Trossachs National Park 
over the next � ve years.

This will be the national park’s 
second � ve-year Gaelic Lan-
guage Plan and it outlines how 
the national park authority will 
use Gaelic in its operations and 
promote the use of Gaelic to 
visitors and education groups.

Gordon Watson, chief exec-
utive of Loch Lomond and the 
Trossachs National Park, said: 
'For hundreds of years, up until 
the 19th century, Gaelic was the 
dominant language within the 
national park area. Most place 
names in the park are in Gaelic, 
making the language integral to 
understanding and interpreting 
our unique landscape.

'The plan aims to keep that im-
portant Gaelic history and cul-
ture alive through developing 
engagement and educational 

opportunities as well as contin-
uing to grow the range of Gaelic 
resources we have.’

People or organisations with 
an interest are invited to give 
their feedback on the draft plan 
during the 12-week consultation 
which runs until April 5, 2017.

You can read and give feedback 
on the draft plan online through 
the national park’s website: 
w w w.lochlomond-trossachs.
org/GaelicConsultation or by 
writing to:

Gaelic Language Plan,
Communications Team,
Loch Lomond & The Trossachs
National Park Authority,
Carrochan,
Carrochan Road,
Balloch,
G83 8EG.
Hard copies of the plan are also 

available to read in the national 
park headquarters in Balloch 
and visitor centres, as well as 
public libraries throughout the 
national park.

ANIMALS

It was late. We were about to turn 

in after a hard day in the fi elds. 

House locked up, animals fed, our 

own beds waiting. Then the urgent 

knocking on the front door. Unlock 

everything except the door chain 

and the voice that greeted me with 

the blast of icy air sounded vaguely 

foreign.
‘I am zo zorry to disturb you. I 

didn't know ver to turn. My - animal 

- needs a vet and my mobile does not 

vork here.’
‘There are vets in town,’ I said, 

‘I can phone through for you if you 

like.’
Security aware, I left the door 

chain on and came back with our 

cordless to phone the out of hours 

vet.
‘What is your animal?’ I asked the 

foreign gentleman as I waited for 

the vet to pick up.
‘She is along ze road. It is her 

ankle. I cannot carry her,’ he said, 

a break in his voice.
When the vet answered, he agreed to 

come to our  house so the gentleman 

could meet him on site. I offered 

the visitor the opportunity to come 

inside for a cuppa while he waited, 

but he declined.
‘I have had plenty to keep me varm,’ 

he said, ‘I just feel zo bad for 

disturbing you on zis night.’
‘The animals don't know it's Christ-

mas Eve do they?’ I said.
He shrugged and mumbled something 

almost inaudible.
The moonlight had emerged from be-

hind the clouds by then and I could 

see him better. He was standing 

outside the door, muffl ed up in a 

parka, the hood almost covering his 

face. I could see a pair of bright 

eyes, creased at the corners, until 

he turned his shoulder to the moon-

light, putting  his face in shadow 

again.
‘Vould you please tell ze vet ven 

he arrives I am a qvarter mile East 

by ze great pine tree,’ he said.

There was the hum of an approaching 

car and my visitor was gone across 

the farmyard and out of sight into 

the cold night air.
The vet was up the road for almost 

an hour and I was about to lock up 

and go along with torch and Rescue 

Remedy to see if they needed help, 

when he came back. He asked if I 

knew the visitor and I explained 

what had happened. It didn't lessen 

the blanched look on his face.
‘Well,’ he said, as he turned back 

to his car, ‘he paid me in cash 

there and then, and the painkillers 

and strapping should ease that hoof 

until morning.’
I got the invoice after New Year. I 

suppose the paperwork has to go to 

someone, but I'll never know which 

shocked me most, the huge shooting 

star that swept across the night sky 

as the vet's car disappeared down 

the road, or the words on that in-

voice.
The balance was £0.00, all paid 

up. Just the words in the left-

hand column: ‘Treatment for injured 

reindeer.’
Animals eh? They never cease to 

amaze me!

 Lindsay Campbell

THATHAR a’ sireadh bheachdan 
air plana a tha a’ cur an cèill mar 
a thèid a’ Ghàidhlig a leasachadh 
is a bhrosnachadh taobh a-staigh 
Pàirc Nàiseanta Loch Laomainn 
is nan Tròisichean thairis air an 
ath chòig bliadhna.

Seo an dàrna Plana Gàidh-
lig 5-bliadhna aig a’ Phàirc 
Nàiseanta agus tha e a’ cur an 
cèill mar a bhios Ùghdarras na 
Pàirce Nàiseanta a’ cleachdadh 
na Gàidhlig taobh a-staigh na 
h-obrach aige agus mar a bhios 
e a’ brosnachadh cleachdadh na 
Gàidhlig do luchd-tadhail agus 
do bhuidhnean foghlaim.

Thuirt Gòrdan Watson, Àrd-
oi� gear Pàirc Nàiseanta Loch 
Laomainn is nan Tròisichean: 
“Fad nan ceudan de bhliadhna-
ichean gus an 19mh linn, b’ i a’ 
Ghàidhlig am prìomh chànan 
taobh a-staigh sgìre na Pàirce 
Nàiseanta.   Tha a’ mhòr-chuid 
de na h-ainmean anns a’ Phàirc 
nan ainmean Gàidhlig, agus mar 
sin, tha an cànan bunaiteach 
ann a bhith a’ tuigsinn agus a’ 
mìneachadh a’ chruth-tìre air 
leth a th’ againn.

“’S e amas a’ phlana a bhith a’ 

toirt beò eachdraidh agus cultar 
Gàidhlig na Pàirce tro chothro-
man conaltraidh is foghlaim 
cho math ri bhith a’ cur ris an 
fharsaingeachd de ghoireasan 
Gàidhlig a th’ againn.”

Thathar ag iarraidh air daoine 
agus buidhnean aig a bheil ùidh 
sa chùis an cuid bheachdan a 
thoirt seachad air an dreachd 
phlana tron cho-chomhairle 12 
seachdainean, a ruitheas gu 5 
Giblean 2017.

Faodaidh tu an dreachd plana 
a leughadh agus beachdan a 
thoirt seachad air air-loidhne 
tro làraich-lìn na Pàirce: www.
l o c h l o m o n d - t r o s s a c h s . o r g /
GaelicConsultation no faodar 
sgrìobhadh gu:

Plana Gàidhlig
Sgioba Conaltraidh
Ùghdarras Pàirc Nàiseanta Loch 

Laomainn is nan Tròisichean
Carrachan
Is urrainnear lethbhreacan 

pàipeir den phlana a leughadh 
ann am Prìomh Oi� s na Pàirce 
Nàiseanta, ann an Aonadan 
Tadhail agus ann an leabharlan-
nan poblach air feadh na Pàirce 
Nàiseanta.

A’ Phàirc Nàiseanta a’ cur 
co-chomhairle air bhog air 
a Plana Gàidhlig

AWARD-WINNING film The Closer We Get 
about the effects of stroke will make two exclusive 
free screenings on the West Coast.

Artist Karen Guthrie will be in Oban on January 
24 and on Mull the following day (January 25) to 
screen her ground-breaking film.

The post-screening discussions are supported 
through Chest, Heart and Stroke Scotland.

Ann Guthrie is a former nurse who suffered a 
devastating stroke in 2008. Her daughter, Karen, 
a film-maker, became one of her care-givers at her 
home in Largs.

A few years later, with Ann by then almost quad-
riplegic, they began to make an extraordinary film 
together – which became The Closer We Get and 
which was released in cinemas in 2015 and on BBC 
Scotland, and on DVD/online in 2016, attracting 
film awards and rave reviews internationally.

This funny and poignant film follows the impact of 
Ann’s stroke on the Guthries’ family life, spanning 

50 years, all told against the backdrop of Ann’s 
everyday domestic world as a stroke survivor who 
has lost most of her physical capacities, yet none of 
her sense of mischief and humour.

Karen says of the experience of screening the 
film: ‘It’s been humbling to meet so many different 
people who are dealing with stroke every day and 
to share my own experiences with them. There's 
always laughter – and a few tears too!'

The Oban screening is at the Oban Phoenix 
Cinema on Tuesday January 24. The film will start 
at 2pm and be followed by a Q&A with Karen and 
staff from the North Argyll Carers Centre.

The Mull screening and Q&A will be held at An 
Tobar on Wednesday January 25 and take place at 
1.30pm.

More information on the film can be found 
at http://thecloserweget.com.

Attendance to both screenings is free and open to 
the public, come along and find out more.

The Closer We Get – a family 
story of living with stroke

Gaelic language plan 
launched for Loch Lomond

OT

malt OF 
THE month

Bowmore
Nine years
Sherry � nish

I have been internet shopping 
for whisky on an international 
website.
To be fair to myself, I didn’t 
realise it wasn’t in the UK or I 
might have been less inclined 
to order.
The order didn’t arrive in time 
for the � rst house party of the 
festive season. It did arrive for 
the third festive party. Due to 
a surplus of cocktails, it was 
not touched.

This bottle of Bowmore looks 
aesthetically beautiful.
The crisp clean box, alongside 
a deep rich liquid, means I am 
entranced with the stu� .
I was telling a musician friend 
about my new � nd.
Mr Musician, as I like to call 
him, is probably one of my 
favourite writers, although I 
don’t think I have ever seen 
him on the drink – in spite 
of his protestations, his 
declarations of enjoying a 
dram and his Instagrams of 
whisky.
So I have set him the task of 

enjoying the Bowmore nine-
year-old, perhaps on a night 
out with some good friends 
to discuss his Christmas 
present the Morphology of 
the Russian Folktale.
I will keep you up to date 
with how that goes – but the 
night out may be as elusive 
as the drinking musician, and 
perhaps it will be a fairy tale in 
its own right.

 Louise Glen 

THE month

FEBRUARY
ISSUE OUT
NOW

www.scottishfield.co.uk

THE NEW TOWN’S 
250TH BIRTHDAY

FEBRUARY
ISSUE OUT
NOW

Historic 
Dunfermline

WIN A LUXURY HIGHLAND BREAK
2020PAGES OF2020SCOTLAND’S TOP 

INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS

SINGER 
BARBARA 
DICKSON ON 
THE JOYS OF 
SCOTLAND’S 
ANCIENT 
CAPITAL

SWANSONG - THE 
WHOOPER SWAN
RECIPES FROM THE 
ROYAL YACHT 
BRITANNIA

30% DISCOUNT SUBSCRIPTION OFFER INSIDE
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> cinema, radio and what’s on listings > leisure ideas > local events

LIVE ON STAGE

Real Adams
 www.realadams.com
IN AID OF Stem Cells Appeal 
for Guy Forteith

Guy Forteith , 23, was diagnosed with MS when 
he was aged 16, and is hoping to raise £20,000 
towards the new treatment, which he hopes will 

change his life

ALSO
YOU CAN ALSO SUPPORT SCFG BY 

DOWNLOADING THE SIGNAL FIRES CHARITY 
SINGLE, 'ENEMY'. AVAILABLE ONLINE.

Special Guest DJ
George Noble

Saturday 28th January
The Corran Halls * Oban / 8.00pm

Entry by donation at the door
www.facebook.com/guyforteithappeal 

bbc.co.uk/alba  |  bbc.co.uk/iplayerbbc.co.uk/alba  |  bbc.co.uk/iplayer

A’ cur 
’s a’ Buain
Listings for Thursday 19 – Thursday 
26 January 2017

DIARDAOIN 19 FAOILLEACH 
THURSDAY 19 JANUARY
17.00     Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s Programming
19.05     Co-Sheirm – archive music from 
choirs and soloists (rpt)
19.30     Speaking our Language (rpt)
20.00     An Là – News
20.30    ÙR | NEW: Dealbhan Fraoich – 
Heather’s Portraits – Episode 1
21.00    DIY le Donnie – Donnie MacLeod is 
back with more DIY (rpt)
21.50     Hebridean Celtic Festival  – music 
(rpt)
22.00     ÙR | NEW: Air an Rathad – it’s all 
about the cars! – Episode 3
22.30     ÙR | NEW: Ice Road Rescuers – 
Episode 2

23.15     Ceòl bho Perthshire Amber – 
music (rpt)
23.30     Òrain Òir – Gaelic song archive 
(rpt)
23.55     Fraochy Bay (rpt)

DIHAOINE 20 FAOILLEACH
FRIDAY 20 JANUARY
17.00     Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s Programming
18.35     Machair (rpt)
19.00     An Là – News
19.25     Fraochy Bay (rpt)
19.30     An Lot – Episode 6 from the croft 
(Rpt)
20.00     Tiugainn a Dhannsa – a look at 
the old village halls (rpt)
21.00     Sàr-sgeòil: Outlander – Cathy 
MacDonald explores Outlander (rpt)
22.00     Cuirm@Celtic: The Chieftains 
(rpt)
23.00     Gaol@Gael – Episode 2 (rpt)
23.30     Air an Rathad – cars, cars and 
more cars! – Episode 3 (rpt)

DISATHAIRNE 21 FAOILLEACH
SATURDAY 21 JANUARY
16.00     Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s Programming
19.00     Machair (rpt)
19.25     Fraochy Bay (rpt)
19.30     Sin Thu Fhein – Finlay MacLeod 
meets Rev. Angus Smith (rpt)
20.00     Òrain Oir – Gaelic songs from the 
archives (rpt)
20.30     Leugh Mi – guests and their 
favourite books (rpt)
21.00     Cuirm@Celtic – The Chieftains 
(rpt)
22.00     The Band from Rockall – Calum 
and Rory Macdonald and their � rst solo 
album (rpt)
23.00     A gu U: An Cuala Tu? – archive 
Gaelic music – Part 1 (rpt)
24.00     Muhammad Ali – documentary 
(rpt)
24.50     Piping Live Shorts – music (rpt)

DIDÒMHNAICH 22 FAOILLEACH 
SUNDAY 22 JANUARY
16.00     Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s Programming

17.25     De a-nis? (rpt)
18.30     Seachd Là – News Review
19.30     Alleluia! – Spiritual music and 
verse (rpt)
20.00     Fuine – Slow cooking (rpt)
20.30     Dealbhan Fraoich – Heather’s 
Portraits – Episode 1 (rpt)
21.00     Farpaisean Chon-chaorach – 
Sheepdogs – Episode 3 (rpt)
22.00     A gu U – An Cuala Tu? – the Gaelic 
music archives  - Episode 1 (rpt)
23.00     Rathad na Deighe - Ice Road 
Rescuers – Episode 2 (rpt)
23.45     Ceòl bho Perthshire Amber – 
music (rpt)

DILUAIN 23 FAOILLEACH
MONDAY 23 JANUARY
17.00     Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s programming
19.00     A’ Phòlainn – Holocaust – the 
story of the Holocaust (rpt)
19.10     Clann a’ Chogaidh Mhòr – Small 
hands in a big war – Episode 3 (rpt)
19.35     Speaking our Language (rpt)
20.00     An Là – News
20.30     ÙR | NEW: Taigheadais Dùthcha 

– examines the development of rural 
housing in Scotland
21.00     Trusadh: Gaisgich nan Goireasan 
– the work of public toilet attendants (rpt)
22.00     ÙR | NEW: Port – making musical 
connections in Sligo
22.30     An Innocent Man – Sgeulachd 
Oscar Slater – drama documentary (rpt)
23.30     Air an Rathad – the car show – 
Episode 3 (rpt)

DIMÀIRT 24 FAOILLEACH
TUESDAY 24 JANUARY
17.00    Prògraman na Cloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00    ÙR | NEW: Co-Sheirm – archive 
music from choirs and soloists – Episode 2
19.30     Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55     Earrann Eachdraidh – History 
Shorts (rpt)
20.00     An Là – News
20.30     ÙR | NEW: Leugh Mi – Guests and 
their favourite books
21.00    ÙR | NEW: Farpaisean Chon-
Chaorach – Sheepdogs – Episode 4
22.00     Trusadh: Gaisgich nan Goireasan 
– the wok of toilet attendants (rpt)

23.00     Sin Thu Fhèin – Finlay MacLeod 
meets Rev. Angus Smith (rpt)
23.30     Alleluia! – Spiritual music and verse (rpt)

DICIADAIN 25 FAOILLEACH
WEDNESDAY 25 JANUARY
17.00     Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s programming
19.05     Clann a’ Chogaidh Mhòr – Small 
hands in a big war – Episode 3 (rpt)
19.30     Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55     Earrann Eachdraidh – History 
Shorts (rpt)
20.00     An Là – News
20.30     Fuine – cooking for an afternoon 
tea (rpt)
21.00     Sgeulachd Edward Pritchard 
– The Human Crocodile - drama 
documentary (rpt)
22.00     Gaol@Gael – Gaelic match-mak-
ing! – Episode 3 (rpt)
22.30     Port – musical connections in 
Sligo (rpt)
23.00     DIY le Donnie – more DIY tips – 
Episode 3 (rpt)
23.45     Hebridean Celtic Festival – 
highlights from 2013 (rpt)

DIARDAOIN 26 FAOILLEACH
THURSDAY 26 JANUARY
17.00     Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s Programming
19.05     Co-Sheirm – archive music from 
choirs and soloists (rpt)
19.30     Speaking our Language (rpt)
20.00     An Là – News
20.30    ÙR | NEW: Dealbhan Fraoich – 
Heather’s Portraits – Episode 2
21.00    DIY le Donnie – Donnie MacLeod is 
back with more DIY – Episode 4 (rpt)
21.45     Ceòl bho Perthshire Amber  – 
music (rpt)
22.00     ÙR | NEW: Air an Rathad – it’s all 
about the cars! – Episode 4
22.30     ÙR | NEW: Ice Road Rescuers – 
Episode 3
23.15     Hebridean Celtic Festival – 
highlights from 2013 – music (rpt)
23.25     Òrain Òir – Gaelic song archive 
(rpt)
23.55     Fraochy Bay (rpt)

Tha BBC ALBA air a ruith le MG ALBA ann an co-bhuinn ris a’ BhBC. | BBC ALBA is run by MG ALBA in partnership with the BBC.Tha BBC ALBA air a ruith le MG ALBA ann an co-bhuinn ris a’ BhBC. | BBC ALBA is run by MG ALBA in partnership with the BBC.Tha BBC ALBA air a ruith le MG ALBA ann an co-bhuinn ris a’ BhBC. | BBC ALBA is run by MG ALBA in partnership with the BBC.bbc.co.uk/alba  |  bbc.co.uk/iplayerbbc.co.uk/alba  |  bbc.co.uk/iplayer

A’ cur 
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COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD

THE JOHN MUIR WAY has 
officially been recognised as one 
of Scotland’s great trails.

The 134-mile route – which 
stretches across Scotland’s heart-
land, from Muir’s birthplace in 
Dunbar on the east coast, through 
Argyll and Bute to Helensburgh 
in the west – joins other world 
famous paths which have been 
honoured with the prestigious 

award. The John Muir Way is the 
28th long distance route to be 
given the accolade by Scottish 
Natural Heritage.

Since its launch in April 2014, 
which marked the centenary year 
o f the Scots-born 

conservationist’s 
death, the 

route has 
f u l f i l led 

the key criteria to earn the highly 
sought after status.

Echoing John Muir’s own 
personal journey growing up in 
Scotland’s east coast town of 
Dunbar before travelling to the 
west coast, where he set sail for 
life in America, the route was 
designed to showcase the best of 
central Scotland.

The John Muir Way takes in cas-

tles, historic towns and villages, 
stunning coastal scenery as well 
as Scotland’s first national park, 
Loch Lomond and The Trossachs 
National Park, and has already 
attracted both walkers and cyclists 
from as far afield as the US, Can-
ada, Germany, Sweden and the 
Netherlands.

Keith Geddes of the Central 
Scotland Green Network Trust 

and the visionary behind the 
route, said: ‘The John Muir Way 
is an important part of honouring 
the work of John Muir as a re-
nowned conservationist. 

‘By raising awareness of Muir’s 
legacy we hope to inspire today’s 
youngsters – and Scots in general 
– to join the fight against climate 
change and help preserve our 
planet.’

John Muir Way recognised as one of Scotland’s great trails

THOUSANDS of schoolchildren across Scotland will be 
swapping books for binoculars this term to take part in the 
UK’s biggest schools wildlife survey.

The RSPB’s Big Schools’ Birdwatch 2017 takes place during 
the first half of the spring term, with schools able to take part 
from now until February 17. The survey helps children dis-
cover the wonderful wildlife they share their school grounds 
with, whilst providing a helpful insight into which species are 
thriving or declining.

According to research conducted by the RSPB, one in five 
children are disconnected from nature. Big Schools’ Bird-
watch aims to inspire children to care about the natural world 
around them in the hope 
they’ll want to help protect 
it for future generations.

Last year almost 7,500 
pupils from schools all 
across Scotland took part 
by counting the birds 
that visited their school 
grounds, and it is hoped 
even more will take part 
this year.

Over the years, more 
than 70 different species 
have been recorded in UK 
school grounds, ranging 
from starlings and house 
sparrows, to red kites and 
green woodpeckers. In Scotland the blackbird remained the 
most common playground visitor in 2016. The top three was 
rounded off by starlings in second place, and carrion crows 
in third.

Judy Paul, RSPB Scotland’s education, families and volun-
teering manager said: ‘We hope that the excitement of taking 
part in Big Schools’ Birdwatch will inspire children across 
Scotland to explore the natural world around them, especially 
what they can find on their doorstep, as well as showing them 
the role that citizen science has to play in painting a picture of 
how birds are faring over the winter.’

The Big Schools’ Birdwatch is the school version of the Big 
Garden Birdwatch – ‘the world’s biggest garden wildlife survey 
aimed at families and individuals’. The event will take place 

over three days from Janu-
ary 28-30, 2017 and further 
information can be found 
on the RSPB website rspb.
org.uk/birdwatch. To regis-
ter to take part, visit rspb.
org.uk/schoolswatch.

Eagle-eyed schoolchildren set to count the nation’s birds

Visionary Keith Geddes and 
Elaine Macintosh, John Muir 
Way development o�  cer.

Children watching birds at school, RSPB Big Schools Birdwatch.

Magpie Pica pica, standing among red berries – September.

Starling Sturnus vulgaris, 
London, December

Left: House sparrow, Passer 
domesticus, male, perched 
in garden in Co. Durham – 
October.

AN COMUNN GÀIDHEALACH  - Meur Chruachain

Taynuilt Ceilidh
ATOMIC PISEAG

Saturday 21st 
January

Taynuilt Village Hall, 7.30pm

NETHERLORN
PIPING SOCIETY 

Present at a 
Local Night

Featuring members of Oban 
High School Pipe Band and 

Oban Pipe Band
Wednesday 25th of January 

2017
Argyllshire Gathering Halls

at 7:30PM 
Entry: Adults £3 

Children Free

Trio Goya Concert
Maggie Cole (fortepiano)

Kati Debretzeni (violin)

Sebastian Comberti (cello)

6.30pm Thursday 26 January 
2017

Crear, Kilberry, by Tarbert
Advance tickets £20 includes 

soup, sandwiches & cakes

T 01880 770 369
www.crear.co.uk

Home-Start Lorn
Annual Fundraiser

BURNS 
SUPPER 

6.30pm for 7pm
Sunday 22nd January
Waterfront Fishouse 

Restaurant
Tickets  £15.00

Tel: 01631 566749

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes
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OBAN Gaelic singer and law student Kim Carnie 
has been named as a finalist in the BBC Radio 
Scotland Young Traditional Musician 2017.

Kim, 23, was hooked on Scots song from the 
moment when, aged three, her grandfather, ‘a 
beautiful Scots singer’, taught her to sing Bonnie 
Wee Jeanie McColl. Although not from a Gael-
ic-speaking household, when she began to learn 
Gaelic at school, love of the language grew.

She told the BBC: ‘I gradually moved from Scots 
song towards Gaelic song when I started Gaelic 
education. The Gaelic culture is grounded in oral 
tradition, and as such my Gaelic education was 
filled with storytelling, poetry and songs. And 
naturally, I loved the stories about fairies and songs 
about mermaids, and I grasped any opportunity 
in which someone would share with me what they 
knew.’

Kim started at St Columba’s Gaelic Medium 
Primary Unit in Oban, before moving to Glasgow 
Gaelic School, and the National Centre of Excel-
lence in Traditional Music in Plockton. With a 
strong ceilidh culture growing up in Oban, she was 
encouraged to sing at local celebrations and her tal-
ent was clear. ‘You’ll find me now as a 23-year-old, 
still singing about fairies and mermaids,’ she said.

Kim, who graduated with a law degree from 
Strathclyde University last summer, recently joined 
Hanna Tullikki’s ‘Air Falbh Leis na h-Eòin/Away 
with the Birds’ project and she has performed at 
both the Cambridge and Orkney Folk Festivals.

‘I love singing in harmony, in particular, with 
other female voices. And therefore, I was delight-

ed when asked to join Hanna Tullikki’s project. 
The composition was written for a female vocal 
ensemble which ‘is made from weaving together 
fragments of traditional songs and poems that 
imitate or emulate birdsong.

‘Since I graduated, I have been enjoying the free-
dom to sing and research songs, new and old to me, 
as well as learning from Iseabail T NicDhòmhnaill, 
a woman with a wealth of knowledge, who is always 
only too happy to share.’

Kim joins five other finalists: Charlie Stewart 
from Perthshire on fiddle, Dougie McCance from 
Glasgow on bagpipes, Skye’s Ella Munro with Scots 
song, Grant McFarlane from Paisley on accordion, 
and Iona Fyfe from Huntly with more Scots songs.

Kim said: ‘The contestants are all great. The 
competition has been a great journey for us, and a 
challenge to condense our music, what we are as a 
musician, into 15 minutes. It is going to be a great 
show.’

For her set, Kim will be drawing on songs 
researched from the Tobar an Dualchais ‘kist o’ 
riches’ archive, and from the influence of musicians 
such as Freddie MacKenzie and the ‘great’ ‘Ishabel 
T MacDonald, who taught her ‘almost everything 
I know. I am very lucky to have learned so much 
from her.’

The finals of the BBC Radio Scotland Young Tra-
ditional Musician Award 2017 will be held at 5pm 
on Sunday February 5 in the City Halls, Glasgow, 
as part of Celtic Connections, and will be broadcast 
live on BBC Radio Scotland between 5pm and 8pm.

It will also be available on BBC iPlayer afterwards.

Oban singer Kim 
is fi nalist in BBC's  
music awards

MG ALBA has appointed a highly respected and 
multi-award-winning television professional as 
commissioning editor for BBC ALBA, a move 
which marks significant investment in the creative 
team behind the channel.

Bill Macleod has had a long and successful track 
record in delivering bold, original and high-quality 
programming for BBC One, BBC Two, BBC Four, 
BBC Scotland and CBBC.

He began his television career in Gaelic pro-
gramming, where he directed some of the BBC’s 
most popular and critically-acclaimed Gaelic titles 
including Na h-Eilthirich, Ran Dan and the multiple 
award-winning Gruth is Uachdar. More recently he 
has worked on a wide range of programming, includ-
ing landmark series such as A History of Scotland.

BBC Alba 
appoints award- 
winner as editor

XpoNorth Writing and Publishing network’s sec-
ond Scotland-wide Tweet Pitch took place on Friday 
January 6 with a high volume of traffic pitching 
ideas for novels and non-fiction books in just 135 
characters (five characters had to be kept back for 
all-important hashtags).

The event is rapidly becoming a ‘must-do' date 
in Scotland's writing and publishing calendar. 
By 2.30pm on Tweet Pitch day, the hashtags were 
trending across Twitter.

On Tweet Pitch day, from 7am-midnight, writers 
across Scotland took the opportunity to pitch their 
work, and the response from agents and publishers 
mirrored the quality of the submissions.

XpoNorth will be releasing precise figures in-
dicating how many took part and how many ideas 
were pitched in the near future. Look out, too, for 
case studies featuring those who have secured a new 
book contract or agent through the process.

A spokeswoman for XpoNorth thanked partners 
Jenny Brown Associates and all the publishers and 
agents who participated to make this a real oppor-
tunity for Scotland's writers.

Tweet prize 
for writers

Glasgow Letter

ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

Album celebrates 
50 years of music
The Park Bar album was well 
and truly launched on Sunday 
when 50 years of ceilidh music 
was rolled into a wonderful 
eight-hour session of songs, 
tunes, drams, and nonsense.

For all of us who were there, 
this was an occasion we will 
never forget, marking the 50th 
anniversary of the Park Bar 
receiving its music licence. 
Music was from Gary Innes 
and friends, Skerryvore, Gunna 
Sound, Dodgy Ground, Deoch 
’n’ Dorus, Martin Pottinger, 
Eriskay Lilt, Scott Harvey, 
Trail West, myself with a couple 
of the Tide Lines boys, and the 
star of the show - who else but 
the legendary Donald Macrae?

It is hard to believe all those 
bands played on the same stage 
on the same day but it was all 
kept going like clockwork by 
Ross Wilson, who organised 
the entertainment and also 
produced the album. As many 

people said, it is people who 
make the Park Bar and there 
were many stalwart attendees 
of the pub in attendance.

I enjoyed a good blether with 
‘Donnie the Hearach’, for ex-
ample, and it was also great to 
hear a song or two from Bernie 
Smith senior.

Nina Steele, the current 
manageress, made a speech 
in which she thanked all the 
musicians who have played over 
the years and everyone who had 
supported the pub. She also 
paid tribute to former manager, 
Terry Ferguson, who first 
applied for the music licence 
50 years ago. Terry couldn’t be 
there but his son, Terry junior, 
made a fantastic speech which 
in my view really encapsulated 
the ethos of the Park perfectly.

‘You show me another bar in 
Glasgow,’ he said, ‘where you 
can come on a Saturday night 
and see a 79-year-old dancing 
with a 19-year-old and nobody 
bats an eyelid.’

He made special mention of 
Leslie MacColl and Donald 
Macrae – whom he described 
as the ‘keystone’ of the Park 
Bar. He joked that perhaps the 

Rolling Stones were the 
only other musical institu-
tion to have lasted 50 years 
–  his comparison between 
Donald Macrae and Mick 
Jagger, as well as Martin 
Pottinger and Keith Rich-
ards, brought the house 
down with laughter.

Terry finished off his 
speech with the famous 
quote from the late, great 
Islay MacTaggart: ‘Sing 
Park Bar!’

And sing they did for 
the rest of the night. 
And sing they will, I am 
certain, for another 50 
years at least.

The album is available 
to buy on eBay and 
from the Park Bar, with 
proceeds going to the 
RNLI.

What’s on
Friday January 27: The 
Glasgow Uist and Barra 
Association new year dance in 
the Glasgow University Union.
January 19-February 5: Celtic 
Connections Festival – sched-
ule and tickets available on 
celticconnections.com.

Pub scene
Park Bar
Friday January 20: Gunna Sound.
Saturday January 21: Beinn Lee.
Sunday January 22: Beinn Lee.

Islay Inn
Friday January 20: Crooked Reel.
Saturday January 21: The Raggaels.
Wednesday January 25: quiz night.

COUNTRY singer Lisa 
McHugh will be playing Oban 
as part of her Scotland and 
Ireland tour this March.

Lisa is the five times Glaswe-
gian winner of Female Vocalist 
of the Year and is kicking off 
2017 with her new single Play 
Me the Waltz of the Angels, from 
her top 10 album #Country.

Part of a double-track release, 
which includes a live version of 
her song What You Get is What 
You See, from her forthcoming 
live tour which also featured 

on her recent DVD concert 
recording.

The easy listening but senti-
mental track, lay Me the Waltz 
of the Angels, is sure to become 
a popular choice on playlists 
and radios, with it’s soft sound 
and touching lyrics; it delivers 
a story many music lovers can 
relate to.

The singer had a busy and 
successful year in 2016 and is 
gearing up for an even bigger 
and better 2017.

With a whole host of concerts 

and dances throughout Ireland, 
as well as a Scottish tour in 
March, Lisa is releasing her 
first live album next month, 
aptly titled #LisaLive.

Lisa kicks off her Scottish 
tour on Wednesday March 15 
at The Albany in Greenock, 
and continues on to Oban, 
Inverurie and Arbroath.

Country singer Lisa McHugh 
takes it easy ahead of her trip 
to Oban in March.

Country singer to 
perform in Oban

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Kim Carnie competes 
in the � nals of the BBC 
Radio Scotland Young 
Traditional Musician 

Award 2017 at 5pm on 
Sunday February 5, 

which will be broadcast 
live on Radio Scotland.



Passenger numbers soar at Scots airports
HIGHLANDS and Islands 
Airports Ltd (HIAL) enjoyed 
another year of record passen-
ger numbers at its 11 airports 
across Scotland in 2016.

The latest figures show a total 
of 1,606,168 travellers used 
HIAL airports during 2016, an 
increase of 154,375 passengers 
on the 2015 total of 1,451,792 – 
a rise of 10.6 per cent.

Inverness Airport further 
illustrated its popularity and 
increasingly important role 
to the Highland region and 
economy by welcoming 796,854 
passengers in 2016, a 17.4 per 
cent year-on-year rise in passen-
ger numbers from 2015, when it 
had 678,683 passengers – an 
increase of 118,171 passengers.

The rise is thanks in part to 

continued interest in European 
routes to Geneva, Zurich and 
Dublin, and increased traffic to 
UK airports such as Manchester.

Greater connectivity to hub air-
ports, including London Heath-
row and Schiphol, Amsterdam, 
contributed to its success.

British Airways and its One-
world partnership operates the 
Inverness-Heathrow route, with 
Dutch operator KLM and its 
SkyTeam partners operating the 
flight from Inverness to Schiphol.

Robust growth was observed 
at eight of the organisation’s 11 
airports across Scotland. Sum-
burgh Airport on the Shetland 
Islands saw an additional 19,186 
passengers, due to regular 
scheduled flights supporting 
the oil and gas sector, and an in-

crease in offshore traffic using 
the airport.

Barra Airport, which cele-
brated its 80th anniversary in 
summer 2016, saw passenger 
numbers increase by nearly a 
fifth (19.1 per cent) for the year, 
while Tiree Airport also re-
corded a hike of 18.6 per cent in 
additional passengers, both due 
to additional rotations to these 
popular holiday destinations.

Dundee Airport published 
exemplary growth figures for 
2016, with an additional 15,982 
passengers opting to fly from the 
Tayside facility to destinations in 
mainland Europe and the UK – 
an increase of 69.6 per cent on 
2015’s passenger figures.

An announcement on the 2017 
London route is due shortly.

Passenger numbers declined 
at Wick John O’Groats and 
Stornoway due to reduced 
demand from energy sector 
services to and from Aberdeen.

Campbeltown recorded a 
narrow fall in annual passenger 
numbers of 1.1 per cent.

Strong demand on the Glas-
gow-Islay route was largely 
responsible for a 2.9 per cent 
increase in passenger numbers 
to the island airport, with Kirk-
wall also logging an identical 
year-on-year growth percentage 
for 2016.

Benbecula Airport also bene-
fited from its connecting flights 
to and from Scotland’s largest 
city, with a modest increase 
of 33 passengers (0.1 per cent) 
recorded by the end of the year.

Council launches strategy for education
A DOCUMENT outlining the 
educational vision of Argyll 
and Bute was launched on Mon-
day this week.

The council was among the 
first in Scotland to launch a 
strategy meeting the require-
ments of the National Improve-
ment Framework (NIF).

A spokesperson for Argyll 
and Bute Council said: ‘The 
strategy, Our Children, Their 
Future, strengthens the coun-
cil’s determination to ensure 

that Argyll and Bute is the best 
place in Scotland for children 
to grow up, incorporating a 
vision of partnership working to 
deliver equality, excellence and 
ambition.’

Talking at the official launch 
at Tarbert Academy, the coun-
cil’s spokesman for education, 
Councillor Rory Colville, said: 
‘This is a very important day for 
education services in Argyll and 
Bute.

‘The Scottish education sys-

tem is going through a period 
of significant change and the 
expectations of staff working 
with young people has never 
been greater.

‘Our Children, Their Future 
makes our strategy clear to 
realise the national visions for 
Scottish education but also 
our local visions for our young 
people.

‘We have taken these impor-
tant national building blocks 
and brought them together to 

produce a set of policies for our 
children that deliver an equality 
of educational opportunity and 
improve attainment for all.

‘Our aspiration is to ensure 
that Argyll and Bute is the 
best place in Scotland for our 
children to grow.

‘This starts from the work we 
do with families before a child 
is born all the way through to 
making sure our young people 
move on to positive destinations 
at the end of their school career.’

Lifeboat 
rescues 
patient 
from Mull
OBAN lifeboat was called 
into action again on Thursday 
January 12 to assist with another 
medical transfer from the Isle of 
Mull.

The Mora Edith MacDonald 
was requested to launch on ser-
vice at 4.38pm to assist the Scot-
tish Ambulance Service with a 
medical transfer of a casualty 
who had suffered a heart attack.

The volunteer crew departed 
Oban with two paramedics 
onboard, arriving alongside at 
Craignure by 5.14pm, with the 
assistance of the Craignure 
Coast Rescue Team.

Once the casualty had been 
safely transferred, the lifeboat 
made for the return trip to 
Oban. Arriving back in Oban 
by 6.35pm, the casualty was 
transferred on to an ambulance. 

The lifeboat then returned to 
station where she was refulled 
and made ready for service 
again by 6.54pm.

The call-out continued the 
lifeboat’s hectic start to the year 
which saw five emergencies in 
six days.

The Mora Edith MacDonald 
was requested to launch on ser-
vice on Wednesday January 11 
to assist with a medical transfer 
from Craignure.

The crew were called out on 
Sunday January 8, to assist with 
a medical transfer, also from the 
Isle of Mull.

Two days previously, the vessel 
had performed a similar service, 
evacuating an individual, also 
from Craignure.

The day before that, Thursday 
January 5, the crew were called 
out to assist a five-metre cabin 
cruiser with a fouled propeller 
in the upper reaches of Loch 
Craignish.

And on Tuesday January 3, the 
lifeboat made its first call-out 
of the year when it was asked to 
take paramedics to the Isle of 
Lismore to treat a patient. 

Call made for RET ferry fares 
for islands of Jura and Luing
AN ARGYLL and Bute coun-
cillor has called for a RET dis-
count for locals and travellers 
on the Jura and Luing ferries, 
in line with other West Coast 
islands which have seen boosted 
visitor numbers.

CalMac introduced the RET, 
standing for ‘road equivalent 

tariff’, to all its ferry tickets in 
October 2015 to make island 
travel cheaper and more af-
fordable, cutting prices by more 
than £40 on some journeys.

The RET bases ferry fares on 
the cost of travelling the equiv-
alent distance by road. CalMac 
explains: ‘The RET formula for 
calculating fares is a combina-
tion of a fixed element (to cover 
fixed costs) and a rate per mile.’

Now Kintyre and the Islands 
councillor Robin Currie has 
called for Argyll and Bute 
Council to consider introducing 
the RET to its two-vehicle ferry 
services to Jura and Luing. He 
said: ‘Jura and Luing are the 
only two islands that the council 
has vehicle ferries for, and they 
are the only two islands that do 
not have RET.

‘All the islands have benefited 

by the increase in traffic. When 
you look at Mull, it has been a 
drastic change: there is a big, 
big saving. It would make a 
huge difference to people on 
Jura. It’s a really busy ferry. If 
the fares were cheaper, there 
would be more people using it, 
and more income. It would be 
good for the island.

‘A discount scheme for locals 
would be a reasonable request. It 

seems to me there will not be an 
increase to the council, but that is 
what the officers will look at. We 
do not want to bring in RET if it 
will be more expensive.’

Argyll and Bute Council 
responded: ‘The RET is a 
Scottish Government initiative 
which reduces the cost of ferry 
travel for some people on major 
routes. The RET formula, we 
understand, does not ensure 

discounts on shorter crossings, 
so if we were to apply it to our 
short-journey ferries, it would 
not necessarily make the jour-
ney any cheaper.

‘In fact, with the multi-journey 
tickets we provide, people can 
secure large discounts by buying 
books of tickets. For example, 
the 50 ticket booklet for car and 
driver on the Jura ferry gives a 
saving of over 40 per cent.’

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Argyll and Bute Council says it 
has no plans to begin RET fares 
on the Belnahua ferry to Luing.

Pictured at the strategy launch with Tarbert Academy pupils are, left to right, Ann Marie Knowles, executive director of community services; 
Neil McKnight, head teacher at Tarbert; Councillor Rory Colville; and Anne Paterson, head of education. 

Scottish 
Calendars 2017
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WITH support from Business 
Gateway Argyll and Bute, a former 
firefighter has turned his falconry 
hobby into a popular business.

Paul Finnigan, from Oban, set up 
Finn Falconry with his wife Lynn and 
zoologist daughter Jen, who share his 
passion for wildlife.

Paul offers close-up experiences of 
different types of birds of prey, pro-
viding flying displays at shows and 
fairs, talks and lectures, hands-on 
hawk walks, bird abatement and 
hunting experiences.

He has nine birds of prey – Sonic the 
merlin, Gale the kestrel, Khalifa the 
Barbary falcon, Saba the peregrine/
Lanner falcon, Zach, Elsa and Zeph-
yr Harris hawks, Tak the Bengal 
eagle owl and Egor the golden/steppe 
eagle.

Paul said: ‘I’ve had a passion for 
falconry since I was 10 years of age 
and began learning how to handle 
birds of prey when I was 14. 

‘Although I joined the fire service 
and served for 30 years, it was always 
at the back of my mind that I would 
love to one day set up my own falcon-
ry business.

‘We moved to Scotland in 2005 and 
that desire continued to grow. Once 
I had completed my service I knew 

starting Finn Falconry was the right 
thing to do.

‘Our business has wildlife educa-
tion at its core as we want to show 
the power, grace and beauty of these 
awesome birds and teach people the 
importance of birds of prey, as apex 
predators, in maintaining healthy 
ecosystems.’

Paul has already secured spots 
at various Highland Games and is 
hoping for similar bookings this year. 
He is also looking eventually to run 
courses in falconry for those who 
want to learn the skills needed to 
take it up as a hobby.

He added: ‘I do want to grow and 
establish Finn Falconry as a place to 
go for tourists and people who live in 
the region. 

‘It’s a great day out for those who 
want to learn more about birds of 
prey, as well as for those who want a 
good time doing something new.

‘Business Gateway has been a 
real source of advice and, in particu-
lar, when it came to issues such as 
public liability insurance and invoic-
es.’

To find out more about how 
Business Gateway can help you, call 
01546 808363 or visit www.bgateway.
com/argyll-and-bute.

Workshops will aid Argyll enterprises

Paul realises his 
soaring ambition

BUSINESS Gateway Argyll and Bute 
is encouraging business owners to take 
advantage of the free skills workshops 
on offer in Oban and Inveraray over the 
coming weeks.

The Becoming an Employer work-
shop running on January 26 is ideal for 
anyone looking to take on staff for the 
first time. It covers the legal obligations 
of an employer and gives practical 
insight into recruiting staff. It will be 
delivered by Karen Morrill, a qualified 
professional in people management 
through the Chartered Institute of 
Personnel and Development.

The Funding Your Business work-
shop in Oban on January 30 will help 

confirm the funding needs of your 
business, identify relevant potential 
sources of external funding (such as 
loan finance, grant funding or crowd 
funding), and take you through what 
your business will need to provide to 
be able to access the funding. The 
workshop will be delivered by John 
Allan of the Roberts Partnership.

Business owners could also benefit 
from the Marketing Your Business 
workshop in Inveraray on February 
8. This will help review the impact of 
current activity, better understand 
markets, customers and competitors, 
strengthen your unique selling points 
and develop the right marketing mix for 

your goals and budget. This workshop 
will be delivered by Alistair Kennedy of 
Lornal Ltd.

Aimed at those new to marketing 
their business, is the Reaching More 
Customers workshop in Inveraray on 
February 16. This one-day workshop 
gives a practical insight into basic mar-
keting tactics and will be delivered by 
Jack Redpath of Redpath Marketing.

The Get Your Business Noticed – PR 
on a Budget workshop is in Oban on 
February 28. This is about getting a 
business noticed without spending 
money. It covers how to get featured 
in newspapers, on radio and television, 
understanding how the media works, 

finding the stories that journalists want 
to tell and understanding how to make 
contact with them. It will be delivered 
by Colin Kelly, known for his work as 
a journalist.

Anyone thinking about launching 
an enterprise should join the Business 
Start-up workshop on March 8 and 9 in 
Oban to help develop their ideas into a 
practical and effective plan. Run by an 
experienced Business Gateway adviser, 
the one-and-a-half-day workshop cov-
ers marketing, planning and finance.

To book or to find out more about the 
workshops, contact the Business Gate-
way team on 01546 604555 or email 
business.gateway@argyll-bute.gov.uk.

Paul Finnegan set up Finn 
Falconry after serving 30 

years as a � re� ghter.

£3m funding for 10 
wave energy projects
TEN WAVE energy develop-
ment projects have been award-
ed a total of £3 million by Wave 
Energy Scotland.

The projects, devised by 
individual companies and 
partnerships, will explore the 
potential of different materials 
and processes in the production 
of wave energy converters 
(WECs) – devices that convert 
ocean waves into electricity.

Currently, these devices are 
predominantly made from steel, 
which is strong and durable 
but costly and susceptible to 
corrosion.

Alternative materials have not 
yet been sufficiently investigat-
ed for their longevity in harsh 
marine conditions. Finding a 
material that works well in the 
sea and is cheaper to produce 
will increase commercial viabil-
ity of converters.

The WES-funded Structural 
Materials and Manufacturing 
Process (SMMP) projects will 
investigate the use of materials 
such as rubbers, plastics, con-
crete or combinations of these 
to build wave energy converters, 
and then test how well they sur-
vive in different sea conditions.

This latest announcement 
from WES brings the total 
investment by the organisation 
in wave energy development to 
£15 million across 51 projects in 
less than two years.

Scotland’s minister for Busi-
ness, Innovation and Energy 
Paul Wheelhouse said: ‘Contin-
ued innovation is vital in emerg-
ing renewable technologies such 
as wave energy. This funding 
could result in longer lasting 
wave converters that are better 
able to harness the power of the 
sea and more efficiently turn it 
into renewable energy.

‘Wave energy has great poten-
tial to contribute to Scotland’s 
energy supply and that of the 
UK and EU, and I am aware of 
the strong interest in the tech-
nology in international markets 
beyond the EU too. If we are 
able to maximise the economic 

potential of this important 
energy resource, there are 
great opportunities to generate 
exports to the rest of the world 
where Scotland is, rightly, seen 
as being at the forefront of the 
development of the sector.

‘I would like to congratulate 
the successful applicants and 
look forward, alongside the 
team of Wave Energy Scotland, 
to seeing the results of their 
ongoing work.’

Tim Hurst, managing director 
of Wave Energy Scotland, 
added: ‘We were delighted with 
the huge response to our call for 
SMMP projects, with many new 
organisations submitting appli-
cations. The successful projects 
present a superb opportunity to 
bring further skills and expe-
rience that can be shared with 
others in the WES programmes 
and make further progress to-
wards commercialising the wave 
energy sector.’

Wave Energy Scotland was set 
up as a subsidiary of Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise in De-
cember 2014 and is fully funded 
by the Scottish Government. 
The organisation is seen as 
a fresh approach to tackling 
the issues which have proved 
challenging in the wave energy 
sector.

Details of the 10 successful 
SMMP projects are available at 
www.hie.co.uk/growth-sectors/
energy/wave-energy-scotland/
project-calls.html

Tourism surge boosts 
employment in Argyll

THE number of people working in 
tourism in Argyll and Bute increased 
by 10 per cent in one year, new figures 
show – with Scotland as a whole see-
ing an increase of 11 per cent.

The statistics produced by VisitScot-
land show that tourism supports 6,500 
jobs in Argyll and Bute, 17 per cent of 
total jobs in the area.

Between 2014 and 2015, the number 
of people employed in the sector 
across Scotland grew to 217,000 – with 
the 11 per cent increase in Scotland 
above the four per cent rise in Great 
Britain as a whole.

The 217,000 members of the 
Scottish tourism industry represent 
nine per cent of the country’s total 
employment and is the highest tour-
ism level since Business Register and 
Employment Survey (BRES) records 
began in 2009.

Some 41 per cent of staff in the 
tourism industry work in restaurants, 
24 per cent in hotels and other accom-
modation, and 17 per cent in bars and 
related businesses.

Argyll and Bute MSP Michael 
Russell said: ‘Our tourism industry is 
going from strength to strength and 

this increase in jobs shows the vital 
role that tourism plays in Scotland’s 
economy and particularly in Argyll 
and Bute.

‘Scotland is famed for its warm wel-
come, incredible scenery and top class 
attractions – and with 2017 the Year 
of History, Heritage and Archaeology 
we are celebrating our exceptional 
historical attractions.

‘With Scotland ranked second in the 
Rough Guides list of the best coun-
tries in the world to visit this year, 
tourism in Argyll and Bute has a very 
bright future.’Michael Russell MSP.

Paul Wheelhouse MSP.

Schools tempted with prizes money cannot buy
BT IS offering schools the chance to 
win prizes which money could not buy 
as part of a major scheme to extend 
the coverage of superfast fibre broad-
band.  

The two experiences up for grabs 
are a trip to the top of BT Tower for 
up to 30 children or a school visit from 
Paralympic gold medal-winner Jonnie 
Peacock MBE.

Winners of the BT Tower prize will 
get the chance to meet TV presenter 

Jake Humphrey – who used to pre-
sented the BBC’s Formula One cov-
erage and is now the main presenter 
of BT Sport football coverage – when 
visiting the revolving floor at the top 
of the iconic building and get a bird’s 
eye view of London. 

They will also be shown behind 
the scenes and get an insight into 
how BT is bringing superfast fibre 
broadband to homes and businesses 
across the UK.

The school that bags the visit from 
Jonnie Peacock MBE will get the 
chance to meet the sprint runner  
hugely inspirational figure who won 
gold at the 2012 and 2016 Summer 
Paralympics. 

The competition, being run by BT’s 
Community Fibre Partnerships 
scheme, is open to schools in England, 
Scotland and Wales. 

Schools looking to enter can do so 
by filling out a form online at www.

communityfibre.bt.com/superfast-
schools by January 29.

The scheme has a £2 million fund 
to distribute grants of up to £20,000 
for community fibre partnerships that 
could benefit local schools. 

Eligible communities can apply 
for match funding of up to £20,000 
towards the cost of a new local su-
perfast fibre network as long as the 
technology is capable of serving the 
local school.

Get the best from your business
with help from Business Gateway.
Free, practical advice and support to help grow your business. Call your 
local o�ce on 01546 605 459 or visit www.bgateway.com/argyllandbute

Business Gateway services are delivered by Local Authorities, Scottish Enterprise and Scottish Government with the support of associated partner organisations.
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CALGARY, ISLE OF LISMORE EPC E49
£475 PCM 

THE COACH HOUSE, APPIN EPC D66
£625 PCM TO INCLUDE COUNCIL TAX 

Part-furnished, double glazed, good sized garden ground.
Landlord reg no: 325452/130/25361

Fully furnished, electric heating, small enclosed garden, parking for 
1 car. Landlord reg no: 465811/130/05461 & 465813/130/05501

Properties for sale and to let

w: www.west-property.co.uk   e: info@west-property.co.uk  t: 01631 569 466 (Oban)
  t: 01397 747 123 (Fort William)

Young people are 
now less likely than 
ever before to own 

their home
Whether it is 

because a lack of available homes, 
the unaffordability of property or 
the rise in people who just want 
to live in the private rented sector 
(PRS), it’s no secret that the past 
few years have seen a rise in the 
number tenants. 

With more than five million 
private tenants now nationwide, 
the rental market has become 
one of the strongest the property 
sector has to offer. And new 
data shows it is young people in 
the market in particular who are 
making it so popular at present. 

According to data released by the 
Local Government Association 
(LGA), over the past 20 years, 
there has been a significant 
decline in the volume of younger 
people choosing to buy a home, 
with fewer than half of that 
demographic owning than did 
two decades ago. 

The research shows that in 1997, 
as many as 46 per cent of people 
aged 25 owned the property they 
lived in. 

However, this has diminished in 
the 20 years since, and now only 
20 per cent of people of that age 
own their home.

This is a situation that has 
occurred for a number of different 
reasons. 

A growing number of young 
people are now living in the rental 
market because they want to, 
rather than because they have to.

And it’s not just young people 
that the research showed are 
now less likely to own a home. 
According to the data, since 2008, 
the number of tenants has risen 
by 5.1 per cent nationwide, while 
at the same time, the number of 
homeowners has fallen by 4.4 per 
cent.

LET PROPERTIES NEEDED – LANDLORDS GET IN TOUCH WITH OUR EXPERT TEAM TODAY 
– NOW FULLY MANAGING OVER 150 RENTALS IN ARGYLL & LOCHABER

NEW YEAR OFFER
 

NO LISTING FEES 
in January!

 

Call our o�  ces in January 
to take advantage of our latest o� er

MacTalla, Connel

A beautiful detached granite villa overlooking the 
Firth of Lorn in the popular village of Connel. has been 
well maintained by the current owners and o� ers 
purchasers a variety of potential uses ranging from 
continuing as a B&B to a family home, holiday home or 
boutique guesthouse.

£450,000

• Spacious Detached Stone Villa
• 8 Bedrooms / 5 Bathrooms / 2 WC
• Stunning Sea Views
• Successful B&B
• Popular Location
• EPC Rating: E39

Lorn Avenue, Oban

 11B Lorn Avenue - A deceptively spacious 1 bedroom 
� rst � oor � at only a short walk from Oban town centre. 
The � at comprises a central hallway leading to a 
generous lounge with an open � re. Next to the lounge 
and overlooking the rear communal garden is the 
kitchen, � tted with modern units and worktop.

OIRO £75,000

• 1 Bedroom First Floor Flat
• 1 Bedroom / 1 Bathroom
• In move in condition
• Successful rental
• No chain
• EPC Rating - D60

Gilmour Buildings, George Street, Oban

£550 PCM

• 2 bedrooms
• Town centre location
• White goods included
• Furnished
• EPC Rating: D66
• Landlord Reg. No. 333074/

130/19421

Spacious second � oor � at centrally located 
on George Street, Oban. The accommodation 
comprises of 2 double bedrooms, family 
bathroom (with jacuzzi bath and mains 
shower), open plan lounge/ kitchen and small 
utility room.

Riverside Court, Isle Of Mull

£450 PCM

• 2 double bedrooms
• Shared Parking
• Part furnished
• EPC Rating: C73
• Landlord Registration No. 

38016/130/21300

2 Bedroom part furnished � rst � oor � at in the 
modern Riverside Court development, Tobermory. 
The property comprises 2 double bedrooms, 
family bathroom, large hall store cupboard, 
lounge/dining room and kitchen. The property is 
part furnished throughout.

NEW TO MARKET NEW TO MARKET

On an unadjusted basis, in 
November:

• Home-owners borrowed 
£11bn for house purchases, 
up five per cent month-on-
month and two per cent 
year-on-year. They took out 
60,800 loans, up five per cent 
on October and up 0.2 per 
cent on November 2015.

• First-time buyers borrowed 
£4.7bn, up four per cent on 
October and nine per cent 
on November last year. This 
equated to 30,100 loans, 
up five per cent month-on-
month and eight per cent 
year-on-year. 

• Home movers borrowed 
£6.3bn, up seven per cent on 
a month ago but down five 
per cent compared to a year 
ago. This represented 30,700 
loans, up six per cent month-
on-month but down six per 
cent on November 2015.

• Remortgage activity totalled 
£5.8bn, down five per cent 
on October but up 14 per 
cent compared to a year ago. 
This came to 34,700 loans, 
unchanged month-on-month 
but up 13 per cent compared 
to a year ago.

• Landlords borrowed £3.2bn, 
up 10 per cent month-on-
month but down nine per 
cent year-on-year. This came 
to 21,000 loans in total, up 
13 per cent compared to 
October but down 10 per 
cent compared to November 
2015.

The Council for Mortgage Lenders 
(CML) now publishes seasonally 
adjusted monthly data, alongside 
the normal unadjusted data. This 
makes it easier to spot underlying 
trends.

Paul Smee, director general of 
the CML, commented: ‘November 
lending reflected stable market 
conditions. Overall, 2016 did not 
match recent years in terms of 
house purchase lending growth, 
but lending remained resilient 
through regulatory and political 
change and aspirations for 
home-ownership remain strong 
in the UK. Our forecasts for 2017 
may be less bullish than a year 
ago, as economic uncertainty 
weighs on the market, but we still 
predict 1.2 m transactions and a 
slight increase in gross lending to 
£248bn. 

‘Buy-to-let lending, driven by 
remortgage activity, saw its 
strongest monthly lending level 
since the stamp duty changes 
on second properties introduced 
last April. Despite this, we expect 
buy-to-let lending levels in both 
2016 and 2017 to prove lower than 
their 2015 recent peak as further 
tax changes take effect.’

Home-owner house 
purchase lending

The proportion of household 
income used to service capital 
and interest rates reached 
another historic low this month 
for both first-time buyers and 
home movers at 17.5 per cent.

Affordability metrics for first-time 
buyers saw the typical loan size 
increase from £133,400 in October 
to £134,200 in November. The 
average household income 
remained unchanged month-on-
month at £40,000. This meant the 
income multiple went from 3.56 
to 3.54.

The average amount borrowed by 
home movers in the UK decreased 
to £171,000 in November from 
£172,000 in October, while the 
average home mover household 
income decreased slightly to 

£54,800 from £54,900. The 
income multiple for the average 
home mover went from 3.26 to 
3.27. 

On a seasonally adjusted basis, 
in contrast to the non-seasonally 
adjusted figures, the number 
of loans to first-time buyers 
declined month-on-month, but 

still increased year-on-year. The 
volume of home mover loans 
in November declined both 
month-on-month and year-on-
year on a seasonally adjusted 

basis. Buy-to-let and remort-
gage activity remained relatively 
similar on a seasonally adjusted 
and non-seasonally adjusted 
basis.

House purchase lending up � ve per cent in November

TO LET
No.2 Glenfern, Fassfern

3 bedroom semi-detached house & garden
Fully decorated and carpeted. Unfurnished. 

EPC Rating F32
Landlord Reg No. 568477

£570 p.c.m.

Apply in writing to
Fassfern Estate, 9 Glenfern, Fassfern, Fort William.

Tel:  01397 772288

TO LET TO LET
Three bedroom 

bungalow - Whitehouse
Large living room with 

terrace.
Large garden.

Central heating.
Wood burning stove.

4kw solar panels
£450 pcm

Tel: 07765 951601
Landlord Reg No 
27018/130/12010

EPC Rating C
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WINTER FARMING
FARMING on the Western Isles of Scotland will never be an easy 
task, so for Iain MacKay, from Torloisk farm on the Isle of Mull, 
ensuring his 1,000 breeding ewes are getting the best nutrition and 
care is key to the end result for the business.

With 8,000 acres of tenanted hill land, Iain, along with partner 
Claire, have 1,000 breeding ewes comprising of mostly Cheviot, with 
around 300 Blackface. All ewes are put to Cheviot tups, with Iain 
trying to use as many home-bred tups produced by the in-bye stud 
flock as he can. ‘I like to use home-bred tups on the hill ewes as I feel 
they are already acclimatised to the weather and their performance 
does not drop,’ says Iain.

The couple also have a herd of 50 Highland cattle, of which the 
best are pure-bred for replacements with the remaining cows being 
crossed with the white bred shorthorn and Simmental bull. 

Iain works closely with Harbro Country Stores, Corpach, manager, 
Ewan Cameron who, in August 2015 advised Iain to put his ewes onto 
Harbro’s Energyze range.

‘We decided to try the product firstly on the in-bye ewes, so we 
could monitor the intake better and ewe performance in the run up to 
lambing,’ says Iain.

Ewan added: ‘I advised Iain to start feeding forage booster to the 
in-bye ewes when he first got the buckets home at the end of August. 

‘Using Energyze Forage Booster is important during tupping, but 
more so prior to tupping. The boost the product gives ewes prior to 
tupping enables the production, conception and survival of more 
embryos,’ he continues.

It is not just a direct nutritional boost that forage booster buckets 
provide – they enable the rumen to get more from poorer quality 
forage available to ewes and, via choline, provide a means of switching 
on genes for a lifelong performance of offspring. This is epigenetics 
in practice.

The in-bye ewes remained on the product until six weeks prior to 

lambing, when they then change to Energyze Vitality. 
All in-bye ewes are scanned and split into batches according to 

how many lambs they are carrying. Any leaner ewes, along with twin 
carries, are then introduced to Harbro’s Clover Premium 18 rolls + 
Evo alongside Energyze Vitality.

‘Feeding compound is an excellent way of stimulating rumen activity 
as a result of the physical form of the ingredients used.  Clover Premi-
um Ewe 18 contains excellent sources of digestible fibre which helps 
stimulate rumination, leading to stable rumen pH, increased intakes 
and improved performance,’ comments Ewan.

Evo, an additive exclusive to Harbro, is added to Premium Ewe as it 
has been shown to enhance feed intakes and reduce stress at lambing.

In-bye lambing commences around April 3, with Iain already no-
ticing some real benefits after one year on the Energyze range.  ‘Our 
lambing percentage increased from around 112 per cent at weaning in 
2015 to 132 per cent for 2016’s crop,’ comments Iain.

‘The condition of the in-bye ewes improved drastically with them 
producing more milk than previous years. This has saved our labour 
time, with very few lambs lost, needing suckled or bottled and ewes 
are fit enough to mother their offspring with lambs appearing more 
vigorous at birth,’ he continues.

Improved results kept coming after weaning at Torloisk. Iain’s 2016 
overall price for his in-bye wedder lambs, sold at Caledonian Marts, 
Oban, was £48 for an average weight of 27kg, up £12 from the previous 
year, while 30 of the best male in-bye lambs were kept entire for use 
on the hill ewes. ‘It was the same buyer we had buy our lambs, so we 
hope they will see improved finishing results from this year’s lambs 
and continue to buy from us in the future,’ says Iain.

After the success of 2016’s lambing, Iain has decided to continue 
using Harbro’s Energyze range and has started feeding the in-bye 
ewes as well as the hill ewes, with the aim to get the same improved 
performance figures from the hill ewes in 2017.

Improved ewe performance on the Isle of Mull

Hodge have all your fencing needs covered

SMALL 
HERD OF 
ALPACAS

various ages

Telephone 
01496 850413 

or 07935343913

North Argyll Young Farmer’s Club’s 
Annual Stock Judging Competition 

at Oban Livestock Centre. 
7pm on Friday 20th January 2017

All ages and abilities welcome! 
£5 Entry

Open, Young Farmers, 
Under 14s and Team Classes

Guess the Weight of the Calf, Raffl e, 
Food, Bar and Prizes

®

ENERGYZING 
YOUR FLOCK 
PERFORMANCE

BUY A BUCKET BURSTING 
WITH VITALITY!
CALL 01888 545200 TO 
PLACE YOUR ORDER! 

BUY A BUCKET BURSTING 

CALL 01888 545200 TO 

 Propylene glycol to reduce the strain 
on the liver whilst supporting the ewe 
against twin lamb disease 

 No added vegetable fat to reduce 
added pressure on the liver  
 Enriched with Sel-Plex, Mannans, 
Omega 3 oils and Cobalt/B12 for 
improved colostrum and milk quality 

 Choline aiding embryo development 
and lamb growth for stronger lambs  

SPECIAL
OFFER

Buy 2.4 tonnes of 
Energyze Vitality or 
more and get a free 
Harbro boilersuit. 

harbro.co.uk

Offer valid until 15 March 2017.  Terms and conditions apply. 

HODGE FENCING – telephone 01631 563271 – stock IAE 
equipment and can order anything you need from the entire IAE 
range, including feed rings, troughs, specialist gates and handling 
equipment.

Using the right feed equipment can save money and time. 
For sheep, the bale feeders and troughs reduce waste – and there 

are any number of options for cattle, including calf creep feeders 
and feeders on skids or ones designed to be moved by tractor. 

IAE also offer all sorts of gates including handling systems, 
hurdles, feed barriers and crushes. 

If you are designing or redesigning your pens, it’s always worth 
talking to their expert Andrew who will be happy to advise you. 
Call 01782 339 322 and ask for Argriculture Scotland. The lead 
time for specialist equipment is six to eight weeks so it’s worth 
thinking ahead to have everything in place before you need it.

Hodge Fencing also have a full range of fencing materials and 
can now source specialist sizes and timbers. This spring they will 
be introducing a new range of creosoted redwood fencing.

FOR FARMERS, winter can be the absolute worst time of year. Temperatures drop and 
winds howl day and night, cutting through all they can with their icy sting. Not only that, but 
minor amounts of sun, possible snow and frequent frosty mornings all have a hand in the 
deadly game that winter plays. 

All of these factors put an enormous strain on farmers, not only making their work much 
harder to get done, but also with the risk the weather poses to buildings, machinery, animals 
and crops. We have some useful tips so that you can fully prepare your farm for the creeping 
cold, and our advertisers are on hand to help make sure you and your farm get through the 
winter safely. 
Check all machinery

It’s incredibly important that any and all of your essential machinery is inspected and main-
tained where necessary by a professional. A (literally) well-oiled machine can near enough 
ensure that any risk of downtime is reduced, and that your essential machinery – whether it’s 
feeding machinery or crop management tools – continues to operate smoothly.
Organise back-ups

The incoming cold weather, especially any storms or heavy snowfall we might encounter, 
can often play havoc on your power supply, which means that power cuts and complete loss 
of electricity are strong possibilities. To counter this, a back-up generator could be the safest 
option – and, while you might find them expensive, they’ll near enough pay for themselves and 
more when the power goes out.
Continuous water � ow

The last thing you want is your water supply freezing over. You can implement electrical-
ly-powered thermal insulation jackets for your water pipes, but if you really want to prevent 
any problems, a continuously flowing supply of water can keep it moving to prevent freezing.
Identify problem buildings

Inspecting your buildings is an incredibly vital part of maintaining your farm, especially in 
winter when the cold can creep in through any cracks and crevices that might have been made. 
Inspect your buildings with an agricultural buildings expert, and look for any signs of damage 
to the roofing, guttering, entrances or any sign of structural weakness.

C. Hodge Fencing
www.hodgefencing.co.uk

Hodge Fencing, Lerags, By Oban -  01631 563271Hodge Fencing, Lerags, By Oban -  01631 563271Hodge Fencing, Lerags, By Oban -  01631 563271Hodge Fencing, Lerags, By Oban -  01631 563271

Fencing materials, specialist timbers 
Gates, cattle grids, electric fencing, 

Feed and Handling equipment

PREPARING YOUR FARM 
FOR THE WINTER WEATHER

Advertorial

Advertorial

25th
Wednesday

January 2017

For further information Call 01821 642940 or visit morrisleslie.com

Full online bidding available:  morrisleslie.com

PLANT AUCTIONSmorrisleslie.com

Morris Leslie Large Municipal & 
Utility Auction

10:30am Wednesday 25th January 2017 
Morris Leslie Plant Ltd, Errol Airfield, Errol, Perth PH2 7TB

FURTHER ENTRIES INVITED

Over 300 Entries Direct From: National Water Utility Co, 
National Electric Co, Various Scottish Councils, Major 
Finance Houses, Liquidators, Contractors & Others. 

All Entries Subject To Arrival

C. Hodge Fencing

C. HODGE FENCING 
01631 563271 www.hodgefencing.co.uk

IAE 
equipment 
- the best 

in the 
business

All available 
through 
Hodge 

Fencing

INDIVIDUAL
SUPPORTER

PREPARE YOUR FARM FOR THE CREEPING COLD
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FARMING NEWS
TO ADVERTISE IN OUR FARMING SECTION PLEASE CALL OUR SALES TEAM ON 01631 568000

Around the markets
CALEDONIAN MARTS LTD 
sold 210 Cattle comprising of 
107 Prime Bullocks,  Heifers and 
Young Bulls, 15 OTM Cattle and 
88 Cast Cows, Bulls on Thursday 
January 12.
Prime Bullocks Averaged – 208p
Prime Heifers Averaged – 217p
Beef Bulls Averaged – 188p
Beef Cows Averaged – 121p
Dairy Cows Averaged – 90p
Bullocks sold to 240ppkg for a 
Limousin from D Dickinson, 
Brockwoodlees, Canonbie 
purchased by H
A Black & Sons, Butchers, Lanark 
and Armadale and to £1762.20 
from S & JE Andrew, Letter, 
Dunkeld.
Heifers topped the sale today, 
selling to 245ppkg for a Limousin 
from DS & RC Taylor, Easter
Ochtermuthill, Muthill, purchased 
by D Campbell, Butchers, 
Callandar and to £1568.16 for a 
British
Blue, again from Easter Ochter-
muthill purchased by T Johnston, 
Butchers, Falkirk.
Young Bulls sold to 218ppkg for 
a Limousin from R Graham & 
Sons, Airthrey Kerse, Bridge of 
Allan and to £1627.20 from W Dick 
& Sons, Mains of Throsk, Throsk.
Other Leading Prices:-
Bullocks ppkg
235p Learielaw
232p Brockwoodlees & Easter 
Ochtermuthill
225p Learielaw & Faskine
222p Bankhead
220p Meadowend & Lower 
Crawtree
218p Meikle Seggie, Pirnhall, 
Meadowend & Faskine
Heifers ppkg
242p Easter Ochtermuthill
240p Brockwoodlees
238p Knockhouse (twice) & 
Learielaw
235p Knockhouse (twice), Brock-
woodlees, Easter Ochtermuthill 
(twice) & Meadowend
232p Knockhouse
230p Meadowend & Todhall
Bullocks per Head
£1713.60 + £1582.40 Letter
£1540.80 Brockwoodlees
£1505.92 Easterton
£1498.50 Learielaw
£1494.08 Easter Ochtermuthill
£1478.40 Greencraig
£1474 + £1469.32 Meadowend
£1459.60 Faskine
£1453.40 Brockwoodlees
£1435 Easterton
Heifers per Head
£1558.44 Brockwoodlees
£1513.40 Knockhouse
£1460.80 Mains of Throsk
£1451.80 Learielaw
£1449.60 + £1447.60 Brock-
woodlees
£1438.20 Meadowend
£1412.40 Mains of Throsk
£1395 Easter Ochtermuthill
£1393.80 Meadowend
£1386 Mains of Throsk

OTM Cattle sold to 200ppkg and 
£14040 for a BB from W Dandie & 
Sons, Learielaw, Broxburn
OTM Cattle per Head
£1324.60 Dullomuir
£1234.20 Airthrey Kerse
£1229.76 Durieshill
£1210.40 Airthrey Kerse
£1159 Spittal
OTM Cattle ppkg
190p Spittal
185p Dullomuir
178p Airthrey Kerse
170p Spittal & Airthrey Kerse
Young Bulls per Head
£1569.40 Lower Greenyards
£1512 Airthrey Kerse
£1491.10 Mains of Beath
£1431.50 Craigo
£1392 Mains of Beath
Young Bulls ppkg
210p Airthrey Kerse
200p Mains of Beath
190p Lower Greenyards
185p Mains of Beath
Also forward were 88 Cast Cows. 
Beef Cows sold to 156ppkg for a 
Limousin from A Galbraith, Upper
Kinneal, Linlithgow and to 
£1380 for the same beast. Dairy 
Cows sold to 132ppkg from R 
& W Waugh, Summerhouse, 
Avonbridge and to £960 from 
J Pollock & Sons, Bonnyhill, 
Bonnybridge.
Other Leading Prices:-
Beef Cows per Head
£1230 Mains of Throsk
£1120 Croy Cunningham
£1090 Pirnhall
£1070 Balbie
£1060 Easter Coates & Golland
Beef Cows ppkg
155p Mains of Throsk
144p Dyke (MacGregor)
140p Croy Cunningham
139p Mains of Throsk
138p Dyke (MacGregor)
134p Easter Coates
Dairy Cows per Head
£900 Carneil
£850 Bonnyhill
£840 Summerhouse
£820 Meldrum
£770 Bonnyhill & Summerhouse
Dairy Cows ppkg
113p Summerhouse
112p Meldrum
109p Bonnyhill
107p Carneil
Calves (10) sold to £170 for a 
Beef Bull Calf from W Owen, 
Muirpark, Stirling. Black & White 
Bull Calves averaged £46, selling to 
£59 from G W Paterson, Barbeath, 
Cumbernauld.

DINGWALL & HIGHLAND 
MARTS LTD, (January 10) sold 39 
prime cattle.
Prime bullocks (13) averaged 
206.2p (+9.5p) and sold to 217p per 
kg and £1,407.00 gross. 
Prime heifers (25) averaged 207.4p 
(+3.8p) and sold to 218p per kg and 
£1,459.50 gross.
OTM cattle (one) sold to 184p per 
kg (+8.0p) and £1,407.60 gross.
DINGWALL, Dingwall & 

Highland Marts Ltd., (January, 
10th) sold 39 prime cattle.
Prime bullocks (13) averaged 
206.2p (+9.5p) and sold to 217p 
per kg for a 545kg Limousin cross 
from Bridgend Farm, Dingwall 
and £1,407.00 gross for a 700kg 
Charolais cross from Dochcarty 
Farm, Dingwall.
Prime heifers (25) averaged 207.4p 
(+3.8p) and sold to 218p per kg 
for a 545kg Limousin cross from 
Bridgend Farm and £1,459.50 gross 
for a 695kg Charolais cross from 
Mountrich Farm, Dingwall.
OTM cattle (one) sold to 184p per 
kg (+8.0p) and £1,407.60 gross 
for a 765kg Charolais cross from 
Bridgend Farm.
Other leading prices per kg:
Bullocks: Dochcarty Farm, 
(LimX), 213p; Drummond Farm, 
(AAX), 212; Kinchyle Farm, 
Scaniport, (LimX) 208p.
Heifers: Bridgend Farm, (LimX) 
214p; Mountrich Farm, (CharX), 
Bridgend Farm, (CharX) and 
Kinchyle Farm, (LimX twice), 
210p; Mountrich Farm, (LimX), 
Bridgend Farm, (LimX & CharX) 
& Easter Hardmuir, (CharX & 
LimX), 209p.  
Other leading prices per head:
Bullocks: Drummond Farm, 
(LimX), £1,386.90; Dochcarty 
Farm, (SimX), £1,377.40; Kinchyle 
Farm, (LimX), £1,279.20.
Heifers: Mountrich Farm, (SimX), 
£1,341.60; Bridgend Farm, 
(CharX), £1,337.60; Kinchyle 
Farm, (LimX), £1,218.00.
DINGWALL, Dingwall & 
Highland Marts Ltd., (January, 
10th) sold 926 prime sheep.
Old season lambs (864) averaged 
162.4p (-6.4p) and sold to 185.9p 
per kg and £79 gross.
SQQ 36.5kg to 45.5kg (599) 
averaged 166.6p (-8.6p) per kg.
Feeding sheep (62) sold to £67 
gross.
DINGWALL, Dingwall & 
Highland Marts Ltd., (January, 
10th) sold 926 prime sheep.
Old season lambs (864) averaged 
162.4p (-6.4p) and sold to 185.9p 
per kg and £79 gross for 42.5kg 
Beltex crosses from Torgorm, 
Conon Bridge.
SQQ 36.5kg to 45.5kg (599) 
averaged 166.6p (-8.6p) per kg.
Feeding sheep (62) sold to £67 
gross (twice) for Suffolk cross ewes 
from 14 School Place, Dulnain 
Bridge & from Leanach Farm, 
Culloden. 
Other leading prices per head and 
per kg: 
Old season lambs: TexX – Lochd-
hu, Nairn, £76.80, South Clunes, 
Kirkhill, 174.4p; BeltX – Torgorm, 
£76.50, 176.7p; SuffX – Torgorm, 
£76, 172.7p; Chev – The Cloy, 
Fortrose, £75, South Cuidreach, 
Portree, 170.7p; CharX – 
Ankerville, Nigg, £74, 172.1p; 
BF – Blackford Farm, Croy, £74, 
Drynie Farm, Dingwall, 163.9p; 
CHM – Dulnain Mains, Inverness, 
£72.20, 162.5p; Mule – Springfield 
Croft, Balblair & Tulloch Farm, 
Dingwall, £70, Dalmagarry Farm, 
Tomatin, 166.7p; Cross – Moy & 
Ruthven Farms, Moy, £69, 153.3p.
Feeding sheep:  TexX – Leanach 
Farm, £64.50.

A New Year message from 
SCOTT WALKER,
NFUS chief executive

WITH prices for virtually every 
farm commodity on the floor 
and having endured the wettest 
winter on record, Scottish farm-
ers and crofters faced a cash 
crisis compounded by Scottish 
Government’s failure to deliver 
support payments.

While farmers and crofters 
may be recipients of support, 
that money very quickly leaves 
bank accounts to pay wages, 
invest in businesses and secure 
the services, feed, seed, fertil-
iser and machinery needed to 
ensure Scotland continues to 
grow and rear the raw materials 
for our food and drink sector.

Our strength as an organi-
sation, representing farming, 
crofting and professional 
businesses, pushed the Scottish 
Government to deliver three 
national payment schemes over 
the course of the year bypassing 
its flawed IT system and deliver-
ing much-needed money to the 
industry. 

It was the persistence of 
NFU Scotland that got the 
loan schemes introduced and 
secured much-needed funding 
for farmers and crofters and 

the wider rural economy. And 
it is NFU Scotland which will 
continue to pressure the gov-
ernment until its IT system is 
made to work.

I thank all our members, 
office-holders, secretaries and 
staff for their support in the 
past year. A strong membership 
backed up by a robust organisa-
tion makes a difference in both 
political and commercial terms.  

It is what enables us to represent 
Scottish agriculture and ensure 
our views are taken into account 
when key decisions are made – an 
important point when there are 
lots of others out there who don’t 
have our interests at heart.  

The strong support of farmers 
and crofters also allows us to 
influence the markets in which 
we operate. In the past year, our 
lobbying secured a significant 
lift in the volume of Scottish 
lamb now being sold in Scottish 
stores on a year-round basis and 
we have had a role in getting 
milk repositioned among soft 
drinks on sandwich counters 
in some supermarkets – these 
are models that will be used to 
benefit other sectors.  

We continue to highlight 
market dominance and abuse 
where it occurs. Food and drink 
manufacturers do, and should 
continue to, sell themselves on 
Scottish credentials, and we will 
keep pressing them to source 
more of their raw materials in 
Scotland and that a fair and 
equitable share of risk and 
returns are spread across all in 
the supply chain.

No sector will be more directly 
affected by the EU referendum 
in June than ours. For 43 
years, the CAP has supported 
agriculture and Europe has 
determined the majority of the 
rules and regulations by which 
our industry operates.  

NFUS will make the most 
of the opportunity that Brexit 
marks for Scottish agriculture. 

The role of the union in repre-
senting our members’ views and 
protecting their interests will 
rarely have been more impor-
tant in our 104-year history. 

In the negotiations on Brexit, 
we will ensure that Scottish 
agriculture is central to talks on 
the future shape of agricultural 
policy, the basis for support, 
access to EU and world markets 
and access to non-UK labour.  

And we will work with fellow 
unions and like-minded organi-
sations and companies to secure 
these priorities. 

It is a strategy that has already 
seen NFU Scotland join other 
unions in pulling together the 
largest-ever coalition of com-
panies and organisations from 
the UK food chain. Our letter 
was signed by food producers, 
processors and manufacturers 
which employ nearly a million 
people with a turnover of £92 
billion. 

Together, we called for 
tariff-free access to the single 
market and continued access 
to a competent and reliable 
workforce. 

This is paramount for food and 
farming to flourish, post-Brexit, 
and securing it will command 
NFU Scotland’s absolute com-
mitment and resources in 2017. 

Tariff-free access is 
vital for agriculture

Scott Walker.

Scott Walker says no sector will be more directly a� ected by the EU referendum than farming.

MSP welcomes survey of women
THE MSP for Skye, Lochaber 
and Badenoch, Kate Forbes, has 
welcomed NFU Scotland’s new 
survey on women in agriculture 
as the organisation seeks to 
encourage more females to get 
involved at all levels – from 
grassroots to board level. 

NFU Scotland is seeking views 
from its membership about 
engaging women in union work 
and the perceived barriers for 
those who wish to get involved.

The survey, launched on Jan-
uary 5, ties in with the union’s 

wider work on encouraging 
more women to get involved at 
all levels – from grassroots to 
a the board. And it is hoped 
that through the responses, the 
union can seek to address any 
issues that women are experi-
encing when trying to do this.

The survey, open to NFU 
Scotland members, will run 
from January 5 to February 13, 
and can be filled out by visiting 
http://bit.ly/2jeKJ0r.

Gemma Cooper, policy 
manager for NFU Scotland, 

said: ‘NFU Scotland has been 
involved in the industry-wide 
working group which has been 
organising events for the past 
few years.

‘In addition to this, we have 
been considering internally what 
the reasons may be for an appar-
ently lower level of women engag-
ing with the union than men and, 
as a result of this, NFU Scotland 
is now seeking to obtain views 
directly from its membership.

‘I would urge as many mem-
bers as possible to complete this 

survey as we are reliant on this 
to give us a steer on how best to 
proceed, and we are very keen 
that this is a membership-led 
initiative. This is a unique 
opportunity for women to make 
their views heard and make a 
real difference.

‘NFUS will be holding a drop-in 
session on women in agriculture 
at its conference on February 6 
and 7, where any member who 
wishes to discuss this subject is 
welcome to drop in to speak to us 
directly. ‘

THE Crofting Commission has 
issued its third crofting census.  

Crofters are legally obliged 
to inform the commission, on 
an annual basis, whether or not 
they are complying with their 
crofting duties. The census 
form must be completed and 
returned to the commission 
before March 31 this year.

The annual crofting census 
allows the commission to gather 
an evidence base which is being 
built up year by year. There has 
been a high rate of return over 
the past two years with the 2015 
crofting census resulting in 

more than 4,000 changes being 
made to the Crofting Commis-
sion’s Register of Crofts.

Bill Barron, Crofting Commis-
sion interim chief executive, said: 
‘I would like to thank crofters for 
completing the last two crofting 
census forms and I hope that we 
can continue the high return rate 
from previous years.

‘To ensure crofters meet their 
legal obligations, we have sim-
plified the census forms as much 
as possible so they are quick and 
easy to complete. I would like to 
remind crofters that they must 
answer all questions on the form 

and, if you have multiple crofts, 
you must complete and return a 
form for each croft.’

Cabinet secretary for the rural 
economy Fergus Ewing added: 
‘It is essential that the informa-
tion in the Register of Crofts is 
accurate and I welcome the steps 
the Crofting Commission has 
taken to make it even easier for 
crofters to complete their forms. 
It is important that everyone who 
has been sent a crofting census 
completes and returns it.’

For further information visit 
www.crofting.scotland.gov.uk/
crofting-census.

Crofters urged to complete census
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West Coast MOTORING TIMES

Call  today on 07789855381 

WANTED 4X4s FOR CASH
All 4x4 Vehicles, all makes and 

models wanted. Guaranteed best 
price, no hassle, free collection 

anywhere. Land Rover Defender, 
Discovery, Freelander Range Rover, 
Vauxhall Brava, Toyota Hilux, Land 
Cruiser, Mitsubishi, Shogun, L200, 

Pajero, Nissan Navara, Terrano, 
Patrol, X Trail, Isuzu Trooper, Rodeo.  

+ All other 4x4 Vehicles,  4X4 
Pickups, etc. Single Vehicles or  � eet 

purchases. Any age nearly new or 
old, any conditions from perfect to 
written o� , non runners, rotten, no 
MOT, high mileage, blown engine, 
overheating etc. Cash in hand, no 

hassle, best cash price guaranteed.

WANTED
All Vans / Commercial , All Mercedes, 

Volkswagen, Ford, Iveco, Nissan, Vauxhall 
ect.  All Types, any size. Luton Vans, Tippers, 

Chassis Cab. All Sizes, Non Runners, High 
Milage, Damaged, Rotten, MOT Failures, 

Write O� s, Declared Scrapped etc. Cash Paid.

Collection anywhere, call for a hassle free sale 
07789 855 381

Tel 07703490572 ask for Robert

WANTED
All 4 x 4s, old or new Toyota Hilux, land cruiser, all pickups single or double cabs, 

any condition, runner or not, high miles no problem.

View in Kintyre 07787 773464

SWIFT SPRITE QUATTRO EW 2014, 6 BERTH

£12,000ono

This is a 6 berth twin axle family caravan, owned since new 
which has the Diamond Pack and Sunroof options already 
installed. There is a combined toilet and full size shower & 
washroom at the rear of the caravan. On the other side is a 
� xed bed with plenty of storage underneath it. The kitchen 
area is � tted with a hob, grill, oven, fridge and microwave. The 
side dinette provides extra dining and seating space and for 
night time can be converted into 2 single bunks.  The seats 
at the front provide the main lounge/dining area and can be 
converted into a double bed.

Tel 07546 788945

WANTED
All types of good quality 4 x 4 vehicles, 

Landrovers, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford etc 
and all 4 x 4 pickups, must be good 

condition and reasonable mileage.  Older 
4 x 4’s and non runners/MOT failures etc 

considered.  Will collect.  

Tel 01631 730238

FORD KA 1300CC
2008, 
MOT Nov 17, 
46,700 miles,

£1,000 
ovno.

NEW 
CAR 

INDEX

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014
Comrie Rd, Crieff, 
Perthshire PH7 4BQ
Tel.  01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West
www.suzuki.co.uk/
gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.  01499 302150
Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 
Tel.  01546 606767
 01546 606272

Autovision
40 Harbour Road
Inverness
Tel. 01463 251500
www.scottishvauxhall.co.uk

TO PROMOTE YOUR 
NEW CAR DEALERSHIP 

PLEASE 
CALL: 01631 568000

Tel 01546 602226

FORD SCORPIO CARDINAL HEARSE

Black, Auto, 
Petrol, 1996
Owned from New
2933cc, V6 Engine
79,500 Miles
MOT Nov 2017

£ 3,000

Tel 07836 
500 403

WANTED
MOTORCYCLE

Any age, size, 
or condition 
considered... 

quick collection 
and I wont 
waste your 

time.....

SUBARU EYESIGHT HIGHLY COMMENDED FOR SAFETY INNOVATION
SUBARU’S EyeSight collision avoidance 
technology has been singled out for praise in 
the inaugural Car Tech Awards established 
by expert automotive and technology 
reviewers from Carbuyer and Alphr. The 
awards judges gave the safety system on 
the Subaru Outback a ‘highly commended’ 
accolade in the ‘Best Safety Innovation – 
over £25,000’ category.

EyeSight is a camera-based driver 
assistance system that acts as a ‘second pair 
of eyes’ for drivers, employing stereo camera 
technology to monitor the road and traffi c 
ahead for potential hazards. The judging panel 
rated the Outback’s EyeSight system ahead 
of safety technologies from a number of more 
expensive models from other brands.

Stuart Milne, Carbuyer editor, said: ‘The 
brilliance of EyeSight is that its systems 
are very effective and well packaged, and 
it goes about its business with the minimum 
of fuss. Features like lead vehicle start alert 
and pre-collision throttle management are 
two exceptional features that are of real 
benefi t. The Outback’s EyeSight system 
really impressed us, and it beat some very 
big names in its class.’

The Car Tech Awards have been 
established to celebrate the best in-car 
technology currently available to motorists. 
The awards follow months of testing every 
major new car on the market today, in order 
to fi nd the most effective technologies 
available to buyers.

Paul Tunnicliffe, managing fi rector of 
Subaru UK, said: ‘We are delighted EyeSight 
has been highly commended by Carbuyer 
and Alphr. Our customers rate EyeSight 
very highly and love that the camera-based 
technology offers peace of mind, in a 
completely unobtrusive way.’

SUBARU EYESIGHT
Fitted as standard to every Subaru 

Outback sold in the UK with a Lineartronic 
(CVT) transmission, EyeSight contributed 
to the Outback’s maximum fi ve-star Euro 
NCAP crash test safety rating. It features 
six technologies to maximise safety: pre-
collision braking, pre-collision throttle 
management, adaptive cruise control, lane 
departure and sway warning, pre-collision 

steering assist, and lead vehicle start alert.
EyeSight’s two colour cameras are located 

either side of the rear view mirror, and detect 
the presence of vehicles, pedestrians, 
cyclists and other potential hazards up to 
110 metres in front.

In 2015, Subaru released data from a 
survey of traffi c accidents involving Subaru 
vehicles in Japan from 2010 to 2014. The 
data revealed a 61 per cent reduction in 
crashes for vehicles equipped with EyeSight, 
compared to those without.

ABOUT THE CAR TECH AWARDS
The Car Tech Awards, a collaboration 

between leading car review and technology

websites Carbuyer and Alphr, delivers the 
defi nitive verdict on in-car technology. 

Entrants were split into two price categories 
– under £25,000 and over £25,000 – with 
expert testers examining audio, connectivity, 
driver assistance systems, satellite 
navigation systems, self-parking technology, 
autonomous driving systems, and safety 
innovations.

The Subaru Outback is priced from 
£30,995 (on-the-road). 

To fi nd out more about the Subaru 
Outback and its advanced EyeSight collision 
avoidance technology, visit www.subaru.
co.uk.

S&S SERVICES USED CAR LIST

Full stock list available on our website www.sandsservices.co.uk
Excellent fi nance packages available.

Tel: 07831 808702 or 01292 880080

ALL ROADS LEAD TO S&S
09 09 Subaru Forester 2.0 Diesel XSN
Red, 48000 miles, Manual ..............................................................................£9495
12 62 Subaru Forester 2.0 Diesel X
Blue, 75200 miles, manual ............................................................................£10995
11 61 Subaru Forester 2.0 Diesel X
Blue, 26023 miles, manual........................................................................... £11500
13 63 Subaru Forester 2.0 Diesel X
silver, 52092 miles, manual ..........................................................................£11995
14 14 Subaru Forester 2.0 Diesel XC
green, 29133 miles, manual ..........................................................................£15995
16 66 Subaru Forester 2.0 Petrol XT Turbo
black ......................................................................................................................POA
16 66 Subaru Forester 2.0 Petrol XE CVT
white ......................................................................................................................POA

01855 811008 or 07545261561

VW POLO 1.4, 5DR HATCHBACK, SX

EPE. Good 
condition, 
62,500 miles, 
MOT to June 
2017.

£1,050

Tel: 01770 830322 (Arran) 

SHOGUN SPORT WARRIOR
V6A
MOT June
Leather 
interior 
Good 
condition

£2,400

2016/66Subaru XV 2.0 SE
White, Pre reg, Auto, White,Delivery Miles ...................................  £21495
2016/66Subaru XV 2.0D SE
White, Pre reg, Manual, Diesel, Delivery Miles ..............................£21995
2016/66 Subaru Impreza 1.6RC
Pre Reg, Delivery Mileage, Metallic Grey....................................... £16495
2016/16 Subaru Forester XT
Ex Demo, Leather SatNav, Auto, 4467 miles ................................£26995
2016/16 Subaru Outback 2.0D SE Premium
Tungsten metallic, Ex Demo,
Full Leather, Sat Nav 2013 miles .................................................... £26995
2016/16 Subaru XV 2.0 SE
White, Auto, Laser Lights, 3402 miles ...........................................  £18995
2013/63 Subaru Outback 2.0D SX
Silver, Auto, Diesel, Part leather, 57605 miles ................................£14995
2010/10 Subaru Impreza WRX STI Type UK
Black, 5 Door Hatch, 73212 miles ..................................................  £13995
2014/63 Isuzu D-Max Double Cab
Silver, 1 Owner, 3.5 tonne towing, 51568 miles ..............  £11495 + VAT
2009/09 Audi S4
White, Black/Red Leather interior, 56864 miles ...........................  £15995
2009/09 Audi TT TDI Quattro
Red, Manual ,Diesel, 4wd ................................................................... £9995
2013/63 BMW 330D X
Drive Luxury Touring, Grey Cream Leather, 4wd  37132 miles ....£19995
2013/63 Landrover Discovery4
Black, Auto, Diesel, Tinted windows, 7 seats, 64384 miles .........£22995
2011/11 Mercedes Benz E250CGI
Blue effi ciency Sport, Metallic blue, Estate, Auto 31943 miles...  £14995
2014/64 Mitsibushi Outlanderr DI-D GX4
Diesel, 7 Seats, White, 15384 miles ..............................................  £18995

Tel: 07919 390888

2013 (MAY) NISSAN NAVARA
2.5 diesel, d/cab,
c/w, snug hardtop,
loadlines, towbar,
19,000 miles,dealer
maintained, newly 
serviced, excellent/
immaculate 
condition
£11,800+vat01583

 421 396

IVECO DAILY 2.3 MPI
Side Door , Back Door
Good Order, Lined 
Interior, MOT until end 
of April

£3,300 + VAT
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INTEREST FROM
PAVEMENTS, 
NOT PAYMENTS.

Model shown is Yaris Icon 5 door 1.0 VVT-i Manual at £13,990. Price excludes metallic paint at £515. Prices correct at time of going to print. *0% APR Representative only available on new retail orders of Yaris (excluding Active grade and Hybrid models) 

available on new retail orders of Yaris (excluding Active grade and Hybrid models) between 15th December 2016 and 31st March and registered by 30th June 2017.
2 Emissions 99g/km. All 

mpg and CO2

driving experience.

0% APR
Representative*

£149
per month^

£1,500
towards your  
deposit^

Free satallite 
navigation**

Multimedia system 
with Bluetooth®  

& DAB radio

@HBurghToyota

/HelensburghToyotaHelensburgh Toyota
5-7 John Street 
Helensburgh
G84 8BA  
Tel: 01436 672779

 

 

 
 

  
 

 

YARIS ICON AT  
HELENSBURGH TOYOTA

THE Yaris Icon provides a new stress-free take on 
urban driving, leaving you feeling refreshed and 
energised, and all of this experienced from within 
an interior of eye-catching quality.

Drive away in a brand new Yaris Icon for less than 
£150 a month, 0 per cent APR representative* and 
FREE sat nav**.

Don’t miss out on this amazing offer to purchase 
a brand new Yaris Icon for just £149 per month, 0 
per cent APR representative* and £1,500 towards 
your initial deposit. What’s more, for a limited 
time you’ll also receive a FREE sat nav** with the 
purchase of your Yaris Icon.

With alloy wheels, cruise control and reversing 
camera as standard – plus much more – you’re 
guaranteed a comfortable and stylish drive with 
the Yaris Icon. Call Helensburgh Toyota to arrange 
a test drive on 01436 672779.

FEATURES:
•  FREE SAT NAV**
•  15” ALLOY WHEELS
•  CRUISE CONTROL
•  AIR CONDITIONING
•  REVERSING CAMERA
•  MULTIMEDIA SYSTEM WITH BLUETOOTH
•  PROJECTOR HEADLIGHTS
•  FRONT FOG LIGHTS
•  PRIVACY GLASS
•  TELEPHONE CONTROLS ON STEERING 

WHEEL
•  DAB RADIO
•  BLUETOOTH CONNECTIVITY

Find Us
Address
Helensburgh Toyota
5-7 John Street
Helensburgh
Argyll & Bute
G84 8BA

Contact Us
T: 01436 672 779

F: 01436 679 222

Opening Hours
Mon - Fri  0900 - 1800
Saturday  0900 - 1700
Sunday  1200 - 1700

YARIS ICON, stress-free urban driving, leaving you 
feeling refreshed and energised.
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HOUSEKEEPER REQUIRED BY 
FORT WILLIAM GUEST HOUSE.

Duties include breakfast service (not cooking), housekeeping, room 
servicing and cleaning in a guest house just outside Fort William.

It is anticipated there will be 6 hours per day available, 7 days a week, 
therefore more than one person may be required to suit hours and 

availability.

Experience is preferred, but training will be provided as required.

The successful applicant is expected to provide:

• Outstanding service and attention to detail in a highly customer 
focused environment.

• Ability to use own initiative.
• Working unattended at times.
• Take pride and interest in the business.
• Provide own transport to work.
• Be reliable and punctual.
• Work with us providing an outstanding guest experience.

The contract can be on an employed or self-employed basis and 
remuneration will be in line with experience and contract basis.

This is a seasonal position, the right person will help us to extend the 
season, and may have the opportunity to return in future seasons.

For an initial discussion please telephone 01397 703320

Deck hand/Relief Master – 
ASP Ship Management LTD

Based in Port Askaig PA46 7RB 
We invite applications for a position of deck hand/relief master on 
our Ro Ro passenger ferry operating between Port Askaig, Islay 
and Feolin, Jura. The vessel operates a 2 shifts per day system 
and the crew also work alternating weekends. The successful 
applicant will be required to gain an endorsement for the specific 
area of operation. Holiday entitlement is 20 days per year plus 
bank and public holidays. Salary is negotiable depending on 
qualifications and experience.  The successful applicant will 
work as a deck hand and on gaining the required endorsement 
and training will carry out relief work as master during vacation 
periods of the permanent masters.
Applicants must have a valid Boatmaster Tier 1 or Tier 2 license 
and valid STCW Personal Survival Techniques,  Fire Fighting and 
First Aid certificates.

Applications with current CV can be emailed to 
rurwin@aspships.com and any additional details 

can also be supplied.

Cafe Atlantis/
All Occasion Catering 

FULL AND PART TIME 
POSITIONS AVAILABLE.

Hours and rates to be discussed.
Will include weekend shifts.

Email CV to cafeatlantis@ymail.com or 
hand into Cafe Atlantis. 

Self Employed 
joiners 

required for kit 
erecting and 

roughing.  
Must have own 

transport, tools and 
VTR number. 
Telephone 

07768 320443.

Visitor Services and Retail Offi  cer
Kilmarti n Museum is seeking to 
appoint a Visitor Services & Retail 
Offi  cer to cover maternity leave. This is 
a customer facing role responsible for 
performing front of house duti es, retail, purchasing 
and stock control. Also developing group bookings. 
This is a temporary part ti me contract (28 hours 
per week) unti l 31 December 2017. The salary is 
£15,000- £17,000 per annum pro rata depending on 
experience.  
For more informati on and an applicati on pack 
please email jenny@kilmarti n.org or phone Jenny 
Pendreigh on 01546 510 278.  Closing Date 26th 
January 2017, Interviews will be held on 2nd 
February 2017.

Role. Store Manager  
Company. Loch Fyne Whiskies Inveraray

We are looking for a candidate with the 
experience and creativity to manage and be 
the driving force behind Loch Fyne Whiskies in 
Inveraray and the surrounding area.

This job will involve running the store on a day-
to-day basis, in addition to developing the Loch 
Fyne brand and products.

Competitive salary.

Please apply to rowan@lochfynewhiskies.com 
with a C.V. and a short covering letter.

w: www.west-property.co.uk   e: info@west-property.co.uk 
t: 01631 569 466 (Oban)        t: 01397 747 123 (Fort William)

West Property
VACANCY: Senior Estate Agent/Valuer 

required for our rapidly expanding Estate and 
Letting Agency based in Oban.

We are looking for an enthusiastic, friendly and e� ective Estate Agent 
to join our hardworking team. 

Applicants MUST have previous experience in the property sector.
Interested in joining the West Team? 

Please call Nicola MacPhail on 07935 368 158 for more information

Medical Receptionist required 
(Temporary contract) 32 hours per week

Taynuilt Medical Practice requires a medical 
receptionist (temporary contract).  As the practice has 

three surgery sites at Connel, Taynuilt and Dalmally 
- transport is necessary. You will ideally have medical 
reception experience and will work as part of a team. 
You are expected to have good communication skills 
and be able to work unsupervised.  A knowledge of IT 

would be an advantage.

Please apply in writing with CV to Janice McGhee, 
Practice Manager, Connel Surgery, Connel, PA37 

1PH or phone 01631 710229 for further information.
Closing date Monday 23rd January 2017.

North Argyll House
Care Home

Bealach an Righ, Oban, Argyll PA34 5TG

We are recruiting for the following positions
Senior Care Officer
Part time permanent post

Care Assistants
Full time permanent post

Domestic Assistants
part time permanent post 

For an application form contact Manager 
Morag A Telfer 01631 562168

Part Time Vacancy

Medical Receptionist 
Port Appin Surgery

We have a Vacancy for a Receptionist at the 
Surgery. The position is part-time, all day on 
Thursday and Friday and holiday cover on 
other days, as required, throughout the year.  
The post entails general reception duties, 
typing, medication dispensing, computer 
work, answering telephone calls and general 
office duties.  Previous experience of Medical 
Reception work desirable, but not essential.

Please forward your CV to Linda 
MacGillivray Practice Manager, Port Appin 
Surgery, Port Appin, Oban. PA38 4DE or 

e-mail linda.macgillivray@nhs.net. 
Telephone no.01631 730271. 
Closing date: 30th January

Come and join the great team working at 

Full time chef de partie
to assist the chef prepare and cook our fresh produce menu

Full time front of house assistant & bar person
with the potential to advance for the right candidate

Part time kitchen porter & waiting staff
these positions would also suit young people still in full time 

education 

Call 01631 730250 or 
email eat@creaganinn.co.uk with your details

Appin

North Argyll Carers Centre
North Argyll Carers Centre is a value-based charity, which supports 
those who look after a family member or friend due to illness, 
disability, frailty or addiction, on an unpaid basis. We provide 
information and advice as well as practical and emotional support. 
The organisation is seeking to recruit highly motivated individuals 
with excellent interpersonal skills to join our team.

Assistant Manager (Operations)
37 hours per week - £28,000

3 year fi xed term post

Outreach Carers Support Worker
25 hours per week – £20,125 pro rata

Five of the hours are subject to continuation funding
The successful candidates will be required to join the PVG Scheme 
or undergo a PVG Scheme update check. Use of car and a current 
driving licence essential for both posts. 
Closing date: Friday 3rd February 2017
North Argyll Carers Centre’s commitment to Equal Opportunities is 
refl ected in our selection process
For a recruitment pack or further information on both jobs please 
contact Morag MacLean, Manager on telephone 01631 564422/ 
07771647290 or email: morag@northargyllcarers.org.uk
Registered Charity No: SC040902

CHEF/COOK AND/OR COUPLE
Required

West Coast Tearoom, Restaurant & Bar
with accommodation 

All food is freshly prepared on site
Please contact Kate Campbell

Ariundle Centre, Strontian
Tel 01967 402279  email ariundle@aol.com

STAFF WANTED
Lord of the Isles, Craobh Haven, are looking to add to 
our current team for 2017. The following positions will 

be available:

FRONT OF HOUSE TEAM MEMBERS: 
Full time & Part time.

CLEANER: Part time, 5 mornings a week.
CHEFS, ALL LEVELS: Full time.

KITCHEN ASSISTANTS: Full time & Part time.

We will also be looking for people to join our 
management team. Experience is essential along with 
a clean driving licence and preferably an up-to-date 

Personal Licence to authorise the sale of alcohol.

We will be looking to � ll these positions during March 
2017. This is an ideal opportunity to join an excellent, 

award winning team in a beautiful location. 

If you are interested please email a full CV with 
cover letter to lotinews@aol.com.

Closing date: 3 February 2017.

To apply visit our website

Clerical Assistant (permanent)
£14,964 - £15,858 Campbeltown Ref: CTC00063

Clerical Assistant (part-time, term-time, permanent)
£14,964 - £15,858 (pro-rata)  Campbeltown Ref: CME00087

☎ 01546 604334

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

Sign up for job 
alerts at hijobs.net

IN ASSOCIATION WITH HIJOBS
RECRUITMENT
Looking for a new job?
 Create a profile and 

showcase your skills

 Use your Facebook profile

 Store up to 10 application 
documents

 Set up customised job alerts

 Apply with your smartphone!

Supply Teachers
£22416 - £35763 Throughout Argyll and Bute Ref: CME01936
We would be delighted to welcome any suitably quali� ed
teachers to our workforce in Argyll and Bute. Any teacher
who is currently registered with the General Teaching
Council for Scotland (GTCS) and is interested in
registering for supply teaching in Argyll and Bute
can access the supply teaching application forms online
at http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/teaching-supply-pack
or by phoning 01369 704000. 

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/teaching-supply-pack
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IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Visit hijobs.net

If your child will be five years of age on or before 28th February 2018, 
they are eligible to enrol for Primary 1. 

Children born between 1 March 2013 and 28 February 2015 are entitled 
to a funded Early Learning and Childcare place.

The new session starts on 15th August 2017.

We are pleased to announce that for enrolment into school or early 
learning and childcare, a new enrolment process has been developed to 
enable parents and carers to register children for school places online.    

The P1 enrolment week for Highland schools is Monday 30th January to 
Friday 3rd February 2017. 

For Early Learning and Childcare places it will be Monday 13th February 
to Friday 17th February 2017.

Once you have enrolled your child online, the school will contact you to 
arrange an induction.

Further information on completing the online form, the enrolment process, 
catchment areas, Gaelic Medium education, school transport and placing 
requests can be found online at www.highland.gov.uk/schoolenrolment or 
visit your local primary school during enrolment week. 

A paper copy of the enrolment form can still be completed at your local 
school office during enrolment week. Please note that if you are enrolling 
in person at a school, you are required to take your child’s birth certificate 
and proof of your address with you.

ENROLLING ONLINE FOR PRIMARY 1 
& EARLY LEARNING AND CHILDCARE 

IN A SCHOOL - NEW FOR 2017!

Ma bhios ur pàiste còig bliadhna a dh’aois air no ro 28 Gearran 2018, 
faodar an clàrachadh airson Clas 1.
Tha làn-chòir aig clann a rugadh eadar 1 Màrt 2013 agus 28 Gearran 
2015 air àite maoinichte Tràth-ionnsachaidh agus Cùraim-chloinne.
Tha an seisean ùr a’ tòiseachadh air 15 Lùnastal 2017.
Tha sinn toilichte innse gun deach pròiseas clàrachaidh ùr a leasachadh 
airson gun urrainn do phàrantan is luchd-cùraim clann a chlàrachadh 
air-loidhne airson àiteachan san sgoil no ann an tràth-ionnsachadh agus 
cùram-chloinne.
’S e an t-seachdain chlàrachadh airson Clas 1 airson sgoiltean na 
Gàidhealtachd 
Diluain 30 Faoilleach gu Dihaoine 3 Gearran 2017. 
’S e an t-seachdain chlàrachadh airson àiteachan Tràth-ionnsachaidh 
agus Cùraim-chloinne Diluain 13 Gearran gu Dihaoine 17 Gearran 2017. 
Nuair a tha sibh air ur pàiste a chlàrachadh air-loidhne, cuiridh an sgoil 
fios thugaibh gus inntrigeadh a chur air dòigh.
Gheibhear tuilleadh fiosrachaidh mu bhith a’ lìonadh an fhoirm air-
loidhne, pròiseas chlàrachaidh, sgìrean sgoile, Foghlam tro Mheadhan 
na Gàidhlig, còmhdhail sgoile agus iarrtasan àiteachan-sgoile, air-
loidhne aig www.highland.gov.uk/schoolenrolment no tadhailibh air a’ 
bhun-sgoil ionadail tron t-seachdain chlàrachaidh. 
Faodar fhathast leth-bhreac phàipeir den fhoirm chlàrachaidh a lìonadh 
aig oifis na sgoile ionadail tron t-seachdain chlàrachaidh. Thoiribh an 
aire gum feum sibh teisteanas-breith ur pàiste agus dearbhadh den 
t-seòladh agaibh a thoirt leibh ma tha sibh a’ clàrachadh aig an sgoil.

CLÀRACHADH AIR-LOIDHNE AIRSON CLAS 1 & 
TRÀTH-IONNSACHADH AGUS CÙRAM-CHLOINNE 

ANN AN SGOIL –   ÙR AIRSON 2017!

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT

John Robert MacCallum 
has registered their croft 
15 Airds Bay, Ardchattan 
& Muckairn on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 05 October

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
c r o f t s . r o s . g o v . u k /
register/home. The croft 
registration number is 
C3523.

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT

Gremlin Napier has 
registered their croft 4 
Fanmore, Kilninian & 
Kilmore on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 20 Sept 2017

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number is insert croft 
registration number.

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT

Karen MacGillivray has 
registered her croft 16 
Moss and Blain, Arisaig and 
Moidart, on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by October 4, 
2017.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number is C3521. 

CROFTING COMMISSION

COIMISEAN NA 
CROITEARACHD

DECROFTING 
DIRECTION ISSUED

Mrs Helen Ferguson

76 & 77 Achosnich, 
Ardnamurchan & Sunart

4.86.61036

0.657 ha – proposed site for 
3 dwelling houses 

Condition – With fencing 
conditions. Full details at 
www.crofting.scotland.gov.uk

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00-12.30 –
13.30-16:00 hrs Monday to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW,1A Manse Brae Lochgilphead PA31 
8RD, at the alternative locations detailed below during their normal opening times or by logging on to the Council’s website 
at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT 
STATEMENT

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

16/03415/PP Demolition of existing building and erection of
8 dwellinghouses

Dunaros Care Home Salen 
Isle Of Mull Argyll And Bute 
PA72 6JF 

Sub Post Office 
Aros Isle of Mull

17/00049/PP Erection of dwellinghouse and installation of 
septic tank.

Land South Of Cruachan 
Cottage Ledaig Oban Argyll 
And Bute PA37 1NY 

Sub Post Office 
Connel

16/03422/PP Demolition of industrial buildings and 
redevelopment of site to form fish hatchery 
involving erection of building to accommodate 
closed containment recirculation aquaculture 
facility, formation of access roads and parking 
area, new pontoon, seawater pumping station, 
sewage treatment plant, hydrogeneration 
building and ancillary development

Marine Resource Centre 
Barcaldine Oban Argyll And 
Bute PA37 1SE 

Oban Area Office

16/03407/MFF Re-equipment of marine fishfarm from 8 no. 24 
x 24m square pens to 4 no. 120m circumference 
cages, installation of feed barge and enlarged 
mooring area.

Port Na Croe Fish Farm Shuna 
Sound Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Kilmelford

16/03429/PP Renewal of planning permission 13/02807/
PP - Temporary erection of a 50 metre high 
anemometer mast for a period of 3 years 
(retrospective)

Anemometer Mast At Cruach 
Airdeny Barguillean Taynuilt 
Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

16/03397/PPP Renewal of planning permission in principle 
13/02188/PPP - Site for the erection of 
dwellinghouse

Land South Of Ardchonnel 
Schoolhouse East Lochaweside 
Dalmally Argyll And Bute 
PA33 1BW 

Sub Post Office 
Dalmally

16/03414/LIB Installation of inner glazed screen 26 George Street Oban Argyll 
And Bute PA34 5SB 

Oban Area Office

16/03238/LIB Erection of conservatory Jura House Craighouse Isle 
Of Jura Argyll And Bute 
PA60 7XY 

Sub Post Office 
Craighouse Isle 
of Jura

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/planning-and-
environment/find-and-comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in 
any correspondence. Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published 
on our website. Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list of all applications 
can be viewed at all Area Offices, Council Libraries and on the Councils website.

COUNCILLOR’S SURGERIES
Councillor Kieron Green (E.W. 5 Oban North and Lorn)
Councillor Green will be holding a surgery on Friday 20th January 2017 in the Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, Oban 
from 2.00pm – 4.00pm.
He can be contacted by email – Kieron.Green@argyll-bute.gov.uk and by telephone 01631 562 444.

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted 
with them, may be examined online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk ; electronically 
at the  AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS OFFICE FULTON HOUSE, 
GORDON SQUARE, FT WILLIAM, PH33 6XY ; or electronically at your nearest 
Council Service Point. You can find your nearest Service Point via the following link 
https://www.highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal. 

Reference Number

16/05376/FUL

16/05747/FUL

Development  Address

24A Carnoch
Glencoe, Ballachulish

Schiehallion
Banavie, Fort William

Proposal Description

Erection of extension

Erection of single storey 
three-bedroom house

Time period for comments is 14 days & 21 days for 16/05376/FUL
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk



£WEST COAST CLASSIFIEDS
www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk BUY

LOCAL SELL
LOCAL TRADE

LOCAL SWAP
LOCAL £

Advertise your unwanted items in The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk.

FREE LISTINGS FOR ITEMS UNDER £100
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STATIONERY

AFAM
Argyll forestry, windblown 

trees cleared, standing timber 
bought, fully insured.

Contact: Michael Swailes
 07887608082

afamservicesargyll@gmail.com

TREE SERVICES

UNWANTED FURNITURE

24 CLASSIFIEDS Thursday 19 January, 2017

GAS SUPPLIES

TRADE SUPPLIES

Patricia MacHugh and Seonaid Nicol wish 
to thank all who donated prizes and bought 
raffl e tickets for the Lochaber Hope and 
The Hub Christmas Raffl e, you raised an 

amazing £1,250 to be split between the two 
organisations, thanks Pat and Shona for your 
teamwork, entertainment, continued support

and community spirit.

THANK YOU

MACQUEEN BROS LTD
Removals/Storage & Self Storage   

Full range of packing materials
We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG
Tel: (01631) 564848

www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE

like us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/
obantimes

COAL FOR SALE

Donate your unwanted  
furniture and 

household goods  
to New Start Highland.

For a FREE collection in  
any area call 01463 715615

BLINDS

PERSONNEL

ECO ENERGY

 ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTABLES

VERY RARE £2 
COIN 2005 St Paul’s 
Cathedral reverse is 
offset, £99 Telephone 
01397 712619

 CARS AND CAR 
PARTS UNDER £250

ASTRA ESTATE 
DIESEL 1.7 CDTI 
54 plate, silver. For 
repair or parts, needs 
alternator, inc 4 winter 
tyres on alloys, towbar., 
£248.00 Telephone 
01631 562013
WINTER TYRES ON 
ALLOYS 195/65 R15 
winter tyres on GM 6J 
15 inch alloy wheels, 5 
stud Vauxhall Astra or 
similar. Two good tread, 
two poor, £45 Telephone 
01631 562013

 CATERING 
EQUIPMENT

CAMPING CHEF Calor 
Gas, 2 ring and grill 
combi unused ideal 
for power cuts, £55 
ono Telephone 01397 
712619 evenings

 CLOTHES, SHOES 
AND ACCESSORIES

LEATHER SHOES pair 
of ladies leather lacing 
shoes, cream/maroon, 
size 5.5, as new, never 
worn,  £10 Telephone 
07821 375624

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

BEKO ELECTRIC 
COOKER Single 
oven and grill ceramic 
top clean and in 
excellent condition, 
£80 Telephone 01631 
562802/07900 105675²
TUMBLE DRYER 
Zanussi condenser 
tumble dryer, excellent 

condition, with full 
instructions, £40 ono, 
Tayinloan, Telephone 
01583 441152

 FARMING 
EQUIPMENT

ARGOCAT AVENGER 
HALF CANOPY 
Well used but still 
weatherproof (Skye),  
£90 Telephone 07900 
190911

 FIREWOOD
LOG SPLITTER 
Clarkes 5 tonne 
horizontal log splitter. 
V.G.C., £80 Telephone 
07900 190911

 FURNITURE
ANTIQUE CHAISE 
LONGUE Green 
upholstery in good 
condition, carved 
woodwork, probably 
Victorian.  Photo 
available., £50 
Telephone 01631 
770255
ARMCHAIRS two, 
stone tweed effect, 
very good condition, 
price for both, £40 
ono Telephone 07528 
769012 ².
H A N D M A D E 
BOOKCASE 3 Lockable 
glass doors, height 4’9”, 
width 6’2”, depth 8.5”,  
£95 Telephone 01631 
565899
LARGE COUCH stone 
tweed effect, very 
good condition, £40 
ono Telephone 07528 
769012 ²
PAIR OF SOFAS 
Green with pattern in 
vgc, smoke free home. 
Photos available. Buyer 
collects., £99 Telephone 
07747 427023
SINGLE DIVAN 
BED in good clean 
condition. Free to uplift.,  

Telephone 07809 
678443.
TWO SINGLE DIVAN 
BEDS clean and in 
good order. Price is 
each., £45 Telephone 
07748 794984.

 GARDEN

TOP SOIL loaded into 
your trailer or tipper 
lorry, FREE Telephone 
01631 564848 Call 
Offi ce Hours.

 GENERATORS

CLARKE 2.8 KVA 
PETROL GENERATO 
12hr run time 15ltr 
tank recoil start perfect 
condition & running 
order used 17 hrs  
from new due to power 
cuts, full tank,  £180 
Telephone 07528 
479746 ²

 HEALTH AND 
FITNESS

FIT FLOPS Genuine 
Fit Flops, brand new, 
size 6, pewter, cost £60, 
£50 Telephone 01631 
562750 evenings and 
weekends
MULTI-GYM Nordicfl ex 
Ultra Lift multi-gym.  
Strength training for 
whole body without 
weights.  Free but 
needs collected from 
Tayinloan., Telephone 
01583 441181
V-FIT AB ROLLER sit 
up frame - complete 
with frame computer. 
Call evenings and 
weekends., £20 
Telephone 01631 
562750

 HEATING, FIRES 
AND FIREPLACES

18 KILOWATT BOILER 
solid fuel stove, good 
condition., £300 
Telephone 07742 087839

ELECTRIC FIRE 
AND SURROUND  2 
bar electric fi re with 
mahogany surround,  
£60 Telephone 
01631563303
N E U T R A L I S E R  
Dunsley Baker neutraliser, 
£99.99 Tel 07742 087839

 HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

C O N S T R U C T O 
MODEL SHIP KITS 
HMS Bounty & May 
Flower new and 
unused,  £90 each 
OVNO Telephone 
01397 712320 Spean 
Bridge²
PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD White, Blue and 
Pink colours in stock 
available in A3/A4/A5 
sizes, from 13p per 
sheet. Contact Krisp 
Print,  £ Telephone 
01586 554975

 HOME FURNISHINGS

DOUBLE DIVAN 
BED Complete with 
reversible memory 
foam orthopaedic 
mattress brand new still 
in packaging cost £599 
will accept £190
can deliver, Telephone 
07555 644702

 KITCHEN AND 
BATHROOM

J A M / M A R M A L A D E 
PAN New 12 inch 
aluminium jam/
marmalade making 
pan.,  £9.99 Telephone 
01631 565142

 LEISURE AND 
LIFESTYLE

BABYLISS HOTSTIX 
as new and in carry 
case. Call evenings 
and weekends, £20 
Telephone 01631 
562750

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
C A L E N D A R S 
C A L E N D A R S , 
featuring spectacular 
photography of some 
of our most scenic 
lochs, rivers, beaches 
and mountains. Places 
include: Stirling, Fort 
William, Glencoe, 
Aberdeen, Isle of Skye, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Loch Lomond, Kelso, 
Aviemore, Forfar, Rum 
and Eigg, Shetland, 
Glentrool and Dryburgh. 
Always a popular gift 
for family and friends 
at home or abroad. 
Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk
OBAN TIMES 
WEST HIGHLAND 
CALENDAR, fabulous 
views of the West 
Highlands portrayed 
in this handy and 
conveniently sized 
calendar. Places 
include: Inveraray, 
Appin, Oban, Seil, Isle 
of Mull, Campbeltown, 
Tarbert, Machrihanish, 
Fort William.  Ideal for 
home offi ces or as a 
gift. Order on-line at 
www.scottishcalendars.
co.uk

 MISCELLANEOUS
H Y D R O P O N I C 
EQUIPMENT Quantity 
of metal halide and 
sodium light units 
(1,000w, 600w & 400w). 
Fans. Industrial online 
duct extractors and 
other odds and ends, 
no reasonable offer 
refused, Telephone 
07887 746151 (Connel 
area).
WATER FEATURE 
Vintage bronze effect 
water feature, ideal 
for conservatory use, 
beautiful mermaid 

with shell, complete 
with triple lights with 
antique shades. Cost 
£350. Call evenings 
and weekends., £99.99 
Telephone 01631 
562750

 MOBILE AND HOME 
TELEPHONES

GIGASET CORDLESS 
TELEPHONE lots of 
features, still boxed. 
Call evenings and 
weekends., £10 
Telephone 01631 
562750

 MOBILITY

WHEELCHAIR Adult 
size as new condition, 
£60 Telephone 01967 
431230 Ardnamurchan 
area

 MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

ACOUSTIC GUITAR 
with a hard carry case, 
excellent condition, 
£50 Telephone 01583 
421104

 PHOTOGRAPHY

FUJIFILM CAMERA  
Finepix S800fd digital 
camera, in excellent 
condition, complete 
with leather case, 
strap, all cables, CD, 
manual and 256mb 
card. All in original 
box. Call evenings 
and weekends., £85 
Telephone 01631 
562750

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

EPSOM PRINTER 
Stylus SX130 series 
colour printer, used 
twice. Call evenings 
and weekends., £20 
Telephone 01631 
562750

P R O M O T I O N A L 
MATERIAL Market your 
business effectively 
with professionally 
designed leafl ets, 
posters and fl yers from 
Krisp Print, Telephone 
01586 554975
THANK YOU CARDS 
New baby or wedding, 
with a photo of your 
new arrival or big day.  
Truly individual, a 
treasured keepsake. 
Call Krisp Print, 
Telephone 01586 
554975

 WANTED

OLD FISHING 
TACKLE Old & antique 
fi shing tackle, reels, 
boxes, books, lures, 
catalogues - anything 
fi shing considered. 
ABU, Hardy, Farlow to 
name some. Telephone 
01546 830165
WANTED - BROKEN 
OR UNWANTED 4 
stroke lawn mowers 
for student training 
purposes. Mid Argyll 
Area Telephone 07555 
703747

FEBRUARY
ISSUE OUT
NOW

www.scottishfield.co.uk

THE NEW TOWN’S 
250TH BIRTHDAY

FEBRUARY
ISSUE OUT
NOW

Historic 
Dunfermline

WIN A LUXURY HIGHLAND BREAK
2020PAGES OF2020SCOTLAND’S TOP 

INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS

SINGER 
BARBARA 
DICKSON ON 
THE JOYS OF 
SCOTLAND’S 
ANCIENT 
CAPITAL

SWANSONG - THE 
WHOOPER SWAN
RECIPES FROM THE 
ROYAL YACHT 
BRITANNIA

30% DISCOUNT SUBSCRIPTION OFFER INSIDE



Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

CHARITY DONATIONS

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

The Oban Times

THE REGIONAL 
NEWSPAPER FOR THE 
WEST HIGHLANDS, 
ISLANDS AND ARGYLL

The Oban Times is the best-
selling weekly newspaper in the 
Highlands and is distributed via 
1742 newsagents every week

Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate,
Crannog Lane, Oban,
PA34 4HB
Tel: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001
www.obantimes.co.uk

& West Highland Times

The Oban Times

Editorial

Newsdesk
Oban 01631 568060
Fort William 01397 703003
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Chief reporter
Louise Glen
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Senior reporter
Monica Gibson
mgibson@obantimes.co.uk

Reporter
David McPhee
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  executive
Rhona McKillop
adverts@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising

Advertising  supervisor
Nadine Ross
nross@obantimes.co.uk

Director of Advertising
Nicky Murphy
nmurphy@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  executive
Stephanie Dunsta� nage
sdunsta� nage@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  executive
Julie Baird
jbaird@obantimes.co.uk

Branch O�  ces
 Fort William

Tel 01397 703003

Lochgilphead

Tel 01546 602345

Campbeltown

Tel 01586 554646

Senior reporter
Sandy Neil
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Reporter
Ellie Forbes
eforbes@obantimes.co.uk

Reporter
Katie Carabine
reporter@obantimes.co.uk

Editorial

Advertising  supervisor

Advertising  executive
Stephanie Dunsta� nage
sdunsta� nage@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  executive

mgibson@obantimes.co.uk
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EILIDH MCKAY
Graduated from Glasgow Caledonian University with a BSc 

Adult Nursing with Distinction.Eilidh is the daughter of 
Tricia and Iain McKay of Appin and is currently working in 

Lorn & Isle Hospital, Oban

GRADUATIONS

Thought  for the week
Jesus says, ‘Let anyone who is thirsty come to me!’ John 7:37

I recently visited Jewel 
Cave in the Margaret 
River region of Australia.
Admiring the jewel-like 
stalactites and stalagmites, 
my eye is drawn to a brown 
root, the size of your fore-
arm.
The guide says this is the 
root of a Karri tree, one 
of the world’s tallest hard-
wood trees.
First penetrating 10 me-
ters of dry soil, the root 
descends from the roof of 
the cave more than 30 me-

tres above our heads to the 
damp floor beneath our 
feet, bringing life, giving 
water to the huge tree.
Jesus says: ‘As the Scrip-
ture has said, out of the 
believer’s heart will flow 
rivers of living water.’
When Jesus speaks of liv-
ing water, He is referring 
to the Holy Spirit who is 
given to everyone believ-
ing in Him - John 7:38.
When we are dried and 
shrivelled by the trials and 
tribulations of this life, the 

Spirit searches the pro-
found depths of our inner 
being, for that source of 
living water, that which is 
of God in the heart of love, 
the jewel cave.
Jesus says: ‘Those who 
drink the water I give 
them will never be thirsty 
again. It becomes a fresh 
bubbling spring within 
them giving them eternal 
life.’ John 4:14

David James, 
Glencruitten Hous

BIRTHS

CAMPBELL - On Christmas 
Day 2016 to David and Charlotte, 
a son, Tommy Noel.  A wee 
brother for Evan. Grateful thanks 
to all the midwives involved.
MACLEOD – To Joseph 
and Rona, a son, Hamish 
Alexander, born on January 7 
in Edinburgh.  First grandchild 
to Alistair and Marie 
MacLeod, Morar and third 
grandchild to Bob and Alison 
MacKinnon, Inverness.

DEATHS

BROWN – Mary (Morag). Mary, 
formerly of 11 Lochaber Place, 
Fort William. Died peacefully, 
on Monday January 9, 2017, at 
Norwood Care Home, Barrhead. 
A dearly loved mum of Anne. 
Will be missed by all the family. 
A Funeral Service will be held at 
Woodside Crematorium, Paisley, 
on Saturday January 21, at 11a.m.
CAMPBELL - Iain OBE, FRCS 
Ed (Cardrona/Fort William).
Peacefully in the loving care 
of Cluny Lodge on January 
12, 2017, Iain Campbell OBE, 
FRCS Ed, aged 95 years. Kind 
and always loving husband of 
Patricia (Paddy), a dear father 
and father-in-law to Elspeth 
and Neil, Angus and Julie, 
Hugh, Moira and Andy, much 
loved grandpa to Euan, Maisie, 
Kate and Lucy and great 
grandpa of Owen. Private 
cremation, a memorial service 
will be held in Innerleithen 
Church of Scotland on 
Tuesday January 24 at 12 
noon, to which all friends are 
respectfully invited. No black 
ties please at Iain’s request.
DUNLOP - Agnes Mary 
(Nancy) passed away peacefully, 
in her 90th year, at the Lynn of 
Lorne Care Home, Benderloch. 
Beloved wife of the late Carleton 
and loving stepmother, sister 
and aunt. Funeral will be held 
in the Oban Parish Church on 
Monday January 23 at 1.00 pm.
GRAHAM - Peacefully at 
Perth Royal Infi rmary on 
Thursday January 12, 2017. 
Mary Graham (née Brady) 
aged 82 years, formerly of 
Fort William, latterly Scone. 
Beloved wife of Alexander, 
much loved and loving mother 
of Peter, Colin, Brian and 
Angela. Very proud Gran and 
Great-Gran. Requiem Mass 
on Friday January 20, 2017 at 
12 noon in St Mary’s Church 
Fort William and thereafter to 
Glen Nevis Cemetery. Family 
fl owers only please.
HYSLOP - Valerie Graham, 
formerly of HM Diplomatic 
Service, dear daughter of the 
late William and Ellen (Helen) 
Hyslop of Glasgow, died on 
January 7, 2017, at North 
Argyll House, Oban (formerly 
of Parkgate, Duncraggan 
Road, Oban). Valerie led a 
very happy life in Oban after 
an adventurous time overseas; 
she was rich in friends and was 
a great animal lover. Funeral 
will take place at Clydebank 
Crematorium on Saturday 
January 21 at 9.30 am
MACDONALD – Morag, 
formerly of 36 Lundavra 
Road, Fort William passed 
away peacefully at her home 
in Surrey, aged almost 77. 
She had suffered from MS 
for many years. Dear sister of 
Rosa, Ronald and Lilian.
M A C G I L L I V R A Y 
-  Peacefully, on Wednesday 
January 11,  2017, at Glenisla 
Care Home, Keith, Flora 
MacFarlane, aged 88, a 
wonderful mother to Corinne, 
mother-in-law to Alan and dear 
wife to the late Hugh.  Always 
in our thoughts and forever in 
our hearts.  Funeral service 
at Oban Old Parish Church at 
1pm on Friday  January 20.  
Flowers welcome.
MACMILLAN - Alexander 
(Leek), age 78, formerly of 
North Connel, peacefully at 
home on Friday January 13, 
2017. Beloved husband of 
Lorna and much loved dad and 
papa. Service at Clydebank 
Crematorium at10.30am on 
Tuesday January 24.
McGREGOR HOWARD - 
Peacefully on January 13, 2017 
at the Mull and Iona Hospital, 

after a short illness bravely 
borne, Tessa McGregor 
Howard, Isle of Ulva, aged 58 
years. Adored wife and mother 
and a friend to many. Funeral 
service will be held at Kilmore 
Parish Church, Dervaig, Isle of 
Mull on Tuesday January 24, 
2017 at 11.30am. Thereafter 
to Calgary Cemetery. Family 
fl owers only please donations 
if wished to Mary’s Meals.
STRAKER - Tragically 
on January 2, 2017 in 
Rothesay, Gordon, a much 
loved son, brother and father. 
Funeral service at Cardross 
Crematorium on Friday January 
20 at 12.15pm.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

MACCORQUODALE-The 
MacCorquodale family would 
like to thank all family, friends 
and neighbours for their 
continued support, especially 
during the last few months of 
John’s life. Our sincere thanks 
for all the cards, telephone 
calls and visits throughout this 
diffi cult time. Thanks to those 
who attended in church and 
those who braved the weather 
to attend at the graveside, to the 
staff of Port Appin Surgery, in 
particular Lorna Paterson for 
her gentle and compassionate 
care, to the staff of Lynn of 
Lorne Nursing Home and 
Wards B and I of Lorn and 
Islands Hospital; to the local 
community – the bakers, soup 
makers and servers – for the 
wonderful spread in the hall 
afterwards, to Rev Iain Barclay 
for a lovely service, to organist 
Catriona MacKenzie, to Dr Iain 
McNicol for a touching eulogy, 
to Duncan Gunn for his care 
and effi ciency and our grateful 
thanks to R S McColl and Alan 
Colthart for their services. The 
retiring collection of £600 will 
be donated to Appin Medical 
Fund and Port Appin Lunch 
Club. 
SINCLAIR - The family of 
the late John Sinclair would 
like to thank all family, friends 
and neighbours for messages 
of sympathy and support 
received during our recent 
bereavement. Thanks to Dr 
Glen, Oban Home Care Team, 
staff of wards A and B at Lorn 
and Islands Hospital, Oban 
Dementia team and Mags 
Fitzpatrick and Jim Bowers of 
Helping Hands. Special thanks 
to the staff of North Argyll 
House for their loving care of 
John in the last years of his life. 
We would also like to thank 
Rev. James Beaton for his 
comforting service, Ian Mac 
Innes of D and A Munn for 
his caring and effi cient funeral 
arrangements, Moreen Gracie 
for the beautiful fl owers and 
the Royal Hotel for excellent 
catering. Our grateful thanks 
to all from near and far who 
attended the service and burial. 
The retiring collection for 
North Argyll House raised the 
sum of £400.

MEMORIAMS

BRIGHTMORE – In loving 
memory of my dear father, Eric 
who died January 8, 2009 and 
my dear mother Mary, who 
died January 21, 2000. Loved 
and remembered every day.
- Catherine, John, Clair and 
John, Corpach.
CAMPBELL - Treasured 
memories of Marion, a loving 
mother and grandmother, died 
January 17, 1997. Always in 
our hearts and thoughts.
- Lorne and Kathy, Eriskay and 
Christine, Alasdair and family, 
Blairgowrie
CLARK - Treasured 
memories of our parents, 
Angus Ross Clark, who we 
lost on January 19, 2009 and 
our mum Peggy Clark (née 
Brown) who joined him on 
January 28, 2016. Missed more 
than words can say “Lives on 

ALISTAIR GALBRAITH
Graduated from Strathclyde University with an MEng 

with Distinction in Naval Architecture with High 
Performance Marine Vehicles on Monday June 27, 2016. 

Son of Chris and Fiona Galbraith, Croig, Mull. 
Alistair is currently working in Dunoon.

forever within our hearts.” 
Remembering also, our 
Granpa Donald Brown, who 
passed away January 19, 1973.
- Morag, Dugie, Donald and 
Gavin, Mike, Kaye, Lorraine 
and James, Nicola, Paula, Ryan, 
Cooper, Taylor, Dara and Iona, 
Colin, Gregor and Ciaran.
CRAWFORD - In memory of 
Jessie, died January 20, 1995, a dear 
mother and gran. Sadly missed.
- The family.
GALBRAITH – In loving 
memory of George of 
Drumfi ngal, Dervaig, Mull, 
who died January 20, 1995.
- Brenda and family
HAY - Treasured memories 
of Jimmy, a much loved and 
loving son, brother and uncle 
who died in January 1998. 
Precious memories keep you 
near as time unfolds another 
year. Forever loved.
- Mum, Donald, Anthea, Iain 
and families
KIRKPATRICK – In loving 
memory of our dear father 
John, who died on January 20, 
2011, our dear mother Rachel 
McInnes, who died on January 
21, 1974, also our two sons Billy, 
who died on September 11, 1990 
and John who died July 1, 1996. 
Treasured memories.
- Angus, Heather and family.
LYNN - In loving memory of 
my dear wife, Winnifred, who 
passed away January 23, 2016. 
Remembered every day. 
- Colin.
LYNN - In loving memory of a 
dear sister and aunt. Always in 
our hearts. Win, died January 
23, 2016.
 - Kate and family.
LYNN - In everlasting 
memory of Winnie, loving 
wife to Colin and loving sister 
to Kate and Norie, sadly taken 
from us January 23, 2016 after 
long years of illness. January 
comes with such regret
The day, the month we will 
never forget, thoughts of you 
will never die. God saw the 
road was getting rough. The 
hill too hard to climb. He 
gently closed your weary eyes 
and whispered peace be thine.
- Kate and Family 
LYNN - In remembrance of 
Winnie, who died January 
23, 2016. A loving and caring 
sister-in-law and aunt. Always 
in our thoughts.
- Angela and Alasdair.
MACBETH – Lizzie. 
Unforgettable mother, granny 
and great granny, died January 
24, 2010. The roses will bloom 
again.
- Mima and family, Fort 
William, Arbroath and 
Darlington.
MACDOUGALL - Precious
memories of my darling son and 
brother David, died tragically in 
a road accident on January 24, 
1996, aged 31 years, also my 
darling husband Duncan, father 
and papa, who died August 26, 
1996. Behind a smile there’s 
many a tear. For ones we loved 
and lost so dear. To a beautiful 
life came a sudden end. He died 
as he lived, everyone’s friend.
- Inserted by Mum, Ann, 
Darren, Liam, Siobhan and 
Aiden.
MACGILL - In loving 
memory of Nancy, who passed 
away January 18, 2015, beloved 
wife of the late Donald, treasured 
memories of our loving, caring 
mum of Anne and Neil and 
dearly loved granny of Sophie 
and Donald. Sorely missed and 
always in our thoughts.
- Anne and Rab, Neil and Jackie 
and Sophie and Donald.
MACIVER - Precious memories 
of dear Duncan a wonderful 
father, brother and brother-in-
law, who died January 12, 2007. 
Remembered with love.
- Chrissie and Rob, Colin and 
Jocelyn, Kevin, Lindsay and 
families.

fraserdownie.43@gmail.com

MEMORIALS

MACLACHLAN -  Ann. 
Loving memory of our 
wonderful mum and granny 
who passed away January 23 
2016.
We love and miss you mum
We wish you were here today
Just to say these words to you
We love you in every way. 
- Love Hugh, Rosemary, 
Nan, Alisdair and families, 
Kilchoan.
MACLACHLAN - In loving 
memory of my dear sister 
Ann, who died on January 23, 
2016. Deep in my heart you 
will always stay. Loved and 
remembered every day.
- Jessie xxx
MACLACHLAN – In loving 
memory of my sister-in-law 
and our dear aunt, Ann, who 
passed away January 23, 2016 
at Benhiant, Kilchoan. Always 
in our thoughts.
- Inserted by Chrissie and 
family, Kilmory.
MACMILLAN - David 
(Herc). Treasured memories 
of a loving partner, beloved 
son, dear brother, uncle 
and cherished friend. 
Sorely missed. Loved and 
remembered every day.
- Janet, Dad, Margaret and all 
the family
MACNEIL - Remembering 
with love Patricia Buchanan, 
died January 21, 2014. A dear 
wife, mother, sister and friend, 
Remembered always. 
- Auckland, Glasgow and 
Oban.
MACRAE - Treasured 
memories of Len, much loved 
husband, dad and grandpa, 
who died January 18, 2003. 
Loved and remembered every 
day.
- Love Kate and families.
PEARSON – Treasured 
memories of our precious son 
Jamie, tragically taken from 
us on January 24, 1996, aged 
27. Remembering you is easy. 
We do it every day. It’s the 
heartache of losing you. That 
never goes away
- Loved always Mum and Dad 
xx
In memory of Jamie, a loving 
brother, brother-in-law and 
uncle.
Remembered every day
- Audrey and Gregor xx
Love and miss you loads - 
Gemma xx and Ashleigh xx 
Rian xx
POTTER - Precious memories 
of our youngest daughter and 
sister Jennifer Jane, tragically 
killed January 20, 2001, aged 
17. Loved and missed.
Mum and family xxx
POTTER – Treasured 
memories of my dear 
granddaughter Jennifer Jane, 
who died tragically on January 
20, 2001 age 17 years. 
Loved and remembered always
- From Nana x
POTTER – Special memories 
of our dear niece and cousin 
Jennifer, who died on January 
20, 2001.
- Stephen, Kirsty, Findlay and 
Susannah.
POTTER - Fond memories 
of Jennifer taken tragically 
January 20, 2001. - Auntie 
Irene and family.

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms 
and conditions which relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all publications owned by 
Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, 
Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and 
the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher 
publishes newspapers, magazines, books and 
provides advertising space therein or provides 
for the delivery of advertising materials to the 
public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest 
and truthful and comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion 
of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or 
alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed 
to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ 
order by the Publisher whether placed by 
telephone, mail, fax or in person.

5   Cancellation of display advertising must be 
received by the Publisher before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the 
right to invoice the customer in full for the whole 
cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the 
Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of 
any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover 
payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that 
matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff 
Court or such other Court as the Publisher 
may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any 
loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication 
or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will 
either re-insert the advertisement or relevant 
part of the advertisement, as the case may be, 
or make reasonable refund or adjustment to 
the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment 

will be made where the error, misprint or 
omission does not materially detract from the 
advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in 
writing within fourteen days of publication.  In 
no circumstances shall the total liability of the 
Publisher for any error, misprint or omission 
exceed the amount of a full refund of any 
price paid to the Publisher for the particular 
advertisement in connection with which liability 
arose or the cost of a further or corrective 
advertisement of a type and standard reasonably 
comparable to that in connection with which 
liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees 
to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon 
the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the 
publication of the advertisement in any one or 
more of a series of advertisements published 
in accordance with copy instructions supplied 
to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/
Advertising Agency order.

10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be 
paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed 
with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher 
will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or 
as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the 
event of non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is 
chargeable on a daily basis from the due date 
until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher 
may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late payment 
the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any 
discounts given and to raise an additional invoice 
for the discount which will be treated as though it 
has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes 
acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, 
Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000
www.oban t imes .co .uk  and  reg i s te red 
as a newspaper at the Post Office. http://
termsandconditions.wyvexmedia.co.uk

FASCINATING new de-
tails about a long lost ring 
that belonged to a brave 
Scot who died in Auschwitz 
will be revealed on the 
Antiques Roadshow tomor-
row, Sunday January 15.

Holocaust victim, Jane 
Haining’s jewellery is being 
analysed by expert John 
Benjamin for a special 
episode of the iconic  BBC 
One flagship programme to 
mark Holocaust Memorial 
Day.

He will share with her two 
nieces, Deirdre McDowell 
and Jane McIvor, his pro-
fessional opinion that casts 
fresh light on the origins of 
the priceless artefact, which 
was recently returned to the 
Church of Scotland offices 
in Edinburgh.

The two women will dis-
cuss with Mr Benjamin the 
extraordinary story of how 
Miss Haining was arrested 
by the Nazis in 1944 for 
looking after Jewish girls at 
the Kirk-run Scottish Mis-
sion School in Budapest, 
Hungary.

The former boarding 
house matron’s handwritten 
will, a copy of the last letter 
she wrote while imprisoned 
in the concentration camp 
and photographs will also 
feature on the programme.

Taking part was a proud 
and emotional experience 
for the two sisters from 
Londonderry, Northern 
Ireland, whose mother 
Agnes O’Brien was the 
matron’s half-sister.

They grew up hearing sto-
ries about their courageous 
and inspirational aunt who 
repeatedly refused orders 
from the Church to return 
home after the Second 
World War broke out be-
cause ‘her girls needed her 
in days of darkness’.

For four long years Miss 
Haining, who grew up in 
Dunscore near Dumfries, 
protected the pupils from 
the emerging threat of the 
Final Solution until she 
was betrayed by the school 
cook’s son-in-law whom she 
caught stealing scarce food.

She was arrested by the 
Gestapo in April 1944 and 

former pupil Agnes Rostas 
recently revealed that her 
haunting last words to sob-
bing children were ‘Don’t 
worry, I’ll be back by lunch’.

Miss Haining never 
returned to the Scottish 
Mission, where she worked 
between 1932-44, and died 
in the notorious camp in 
Nazi-occupied Poland 
three months later at the 
age of 47.

Mrs McDowell 
said: ‘She was 
such a coura-
geous woman, 
very determined, 
considerate and 
kind.

‘She followed 
the Christian ex-
ample by looking 
after and caring 
for vulnerable 
children.

‘Her story is 
an example to 
us all and must 
continue to be 
told to benefit 
the next gener-
ation because 
the world should 
never forget the 
Holocaust.’

Miss Haining, 
who is likely to 
have perished 
in the gas cham-
bers, was post-
humously named 
as Righteous 

Among the Nations in Jeru-
salem’s sacred Yad Vashem 
in 1997 and awarded a Hero 
of the Holocaust medal by 
the UK Government in 
2010.

A new Heritage Centre 
will be opened at Dunscore 
Church later this year and 
will celebrate the life of 
Miss Haining, who was 
born at nearby Lochanhead 
farm in 1897.

TV show tell of Scottish Holocaust victim

Jane Haining was a Church of Scotland missionary.

Jane Haining’s ring.

The will of Holocaust victim 
Jane Haining.
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Douglas MacKintosh, 
Newtonmore
THERE was great sadness across the shinty 
world at the news of the passing of Douglas 
MacKintosh MBE on Tuesday January 10. 

Douglas, aged 86 years, died peacefully at 
Raigmore Hospital, Inverness, with his beloved 
wife Ann and family members by his side. 

A decorator to trade, Douglas spent the vast 
majority of his life living and working in New-
tonmore.

A successful playing career for his native 
club saw Douglas captain the Newtonmore 
second team to Sutherland Cup victory, before 
progressing to the first team where his honours 
included coveted Camanachd Cup success in 
1958 when they beat Oban Camanachd 3-1 in 
Inverness. 

After his playing days were over, Douglas 
took up refereeing and officiated at all the top 
matches. He took charge of all the major cup 
finals including Camanachd Cup Finals in 1962 
when Kyles Athletic beat Kilmallie 3-1 in Inver-
ness and in 1973 when Glasgow Mid Argyll beat 
Kingussie 4-2 in Fort William as well a shinty/ 
hurling international between Scotland and 
Ireland in Glasgow in 1976.  

In the pre-1983 days of north and south teams 
meeting in the Camanachd Cup final, he ref-
ereed 11 successive south semi-finals. In 1972, 
he refereed all Oban Celtic’s ties in their lead 
up to their Camanachd Cup final appearance 
against Newtonmore. Douglas was not eligible 
to referee the final that year as he was also 
Newtonmore Chieftain.  

At club level, Douglas served Newtonmore as 
committee member, secretary and the prestig-
ious position of Chieftain which he held from 
1972 to 1975. 

Douglas MacKintosh’s service to shinty didn’t 
end there. In many ways, it was just beginning. 
He was involved in setting up the Camanachd 
Association Referees Association and was its 
founding president in 1974. 

Douglas joined the Camanachd Association’s 
Executive Council and was made association 
president between 1985 and 1990, at a time 
when the game’s first professional executive 
officer was appointed. He then had spells as 
vice president and vice chief before being elect-
ed Chief of the association, the game’s ‘elder 
statesman’ honorary position. 

A lifetime’s commitment to shinty included 
a lead role in the Aviemore Sixes tournaments 
and the growth of the shinty/hurling interna-
tionals, was recognised with the accolade of an 
MBE in 2000.

In 2002, Douglas was deservedly awarded the 
Marine Harvest Centenary Award for being the 
longest serving administrator in the game. This 
particular award is made every three years to 
recognise outstanding services to shinty. 

There won’t be a shinty community in Scot-
land who didn’t know Douglas MacKintosh and 
there have been many messages of sympathy to 
his wife Ann, daughters Katrina, Gillian and 
son David and the wider family which includes 
seven grandchildren, five great grandchildren. 

Douglas MacKintosh’s funeral took place at 
St Brides Church of Scotland, Newtonmore, on 
Wednesday January 18 with the interment at 
Banchor cemetery thereafter.

CLUBS continue their prepa-
rations for the 2017 shinty 
season, including the appoint-
ment of new managers at Kyles 
Athletic, Kingussie and Lovat. 

Changing of the           
guard at Kyles
James Perlich has replaced 
Norman MacDonald in the Ky-
les Athletic first team hot seat. 

James Perlich has been a 
long-term coach with the side, 
putting the first and second 
teams through their paces as 
well as being a sounding board 
for previous managers.

He will now lead the team in 
his own right, with club stalwart 
Kenny MacDonald continuing 
as part of the management 
team. 

Kyles Athletic won the Gregor 
Cameron Consultancy Glasgow 
Celtic Society Cup last season, 
as well as securing second 
spot in the Marine Harvest 
Premiership. Their last Ca-
manachd Cup success came in 
2012 when they beat Inveraray 
6-5 at Mossfield. 

Dallas Young appointed 
Kingussie manager
Dallas Young has been ap-
pointed manager of Kingussie’s 
first team. 

Young takes over from 
co-managers Russell Jones and 
Davie Anderson who stepped 
down at the end of last season.  

Dallas Young was part of the 
great Kingussie sides which 
dominated shinty for 20 years 
from the mid-1980s. He cap-
tained the team to Camanachd 
Cup, MacTavish Cup and 
league success in 1995.

He has been involved in youth 
coaching at Kingussie for a 
number of years and has a good 
relationship with the club’s 
younger players. 

Kingussie chairman Russell 
Jones said: Dallas Young has 
agreed to take over the Kin-
gussie first team reins for the 

New Kingussie manager 
Dallas Young.
Photo: Neil Paterson

2017 shinty season. Dallas is a 
former full forward and Cama-
nachd Cup winning captain for 
the club. He has spent the last 
10 years coaching Kingussie 
primary and U14 teams with 
consistent success and the club 
are delighted to announce his 
appointment.’ 

Kingussie have pre-season 
games lined up against Caber-
feidh at Castle Leod on Feb-
ruary 11 with home matches 
against Beauly on February 18 
and Skye on February 25.

Ryan Borthwick will be the 
Kingussie senior team captain 
for the season ahead. 
Fraser Gallacher is         
new Lovat boss
Fraser Gallacher has been 
confirmed as the manager of 
Marine Harvest Premiership 
side Lovat.

The Balgate side has been on 

the hunt for a new boss since 
John MacRitchie announced 
his intention to stand down at 
the end of last season. 

Gallacher patrolled the 
touchline as he watched his 
new charges lift the Lovat Cup 
with a 5-2 New Year win over 
Beauly at Braeview Park. 

He was a notable player for 
the club and has previous expe-
rience having taken the Lovat 
second team in 2012. He also 
took the first team when John 
MacRitchie was unavailable. 

Gavin Heath, who previously 
worked with Glenurquhart, will 
provide fitness training, taking 
over in that role from Paul 
Mellis. 

John MacRitchie, who was 
previously Lovat first team 
co-manager with James Gal-
lacher, took sole charge at the 
club ahead of the start of the 
2015 shinty season, replacing 
Alan MacRae who resigned 
after three years in charge. The 
highlight of MacRitchie’s reign 
was undoubtedly the Cama-
nachd Cup win, beating Kyles 
Athletic at Mossfield, later that 
year. 

Lovat’s 2016 season was 
blighted by injury. They even-
tually finished seventh in the 
Marine Harvest Premiership. 
Their Camanachd Cup defence 
ended at the first time of ask-
ing, losing out to Newtonmore 
who would go on to lift shinty’s 
top prize. 

Lovat showed their potential 
by beating Newtonmore in the 
Artemis Macaulay Cup quarter 
finals before losing out to even-
tual winners Kinlochshiel in 
the last four of the competition.   

Newtonmore were also 
Lovat’s opponents in the 2016 
RBS MacTavish Cup which the 
Eilan men won 3-0 in the first 
round. 

John MacRitchie will contin-
ue in his role as Lovat president 
as the club look to implement 
ambitious plans to build a new 
clubhouse.

Lovat also confirmed Darren 
Urquhart has been appointed 
second team manager, taking 
over from Martin Bell. Ur-
quhart was Lovat second team 
assistant manager last season 
and will lead the Lovat reserves 
in Marine Harvest North Divi-
sion 2 in 2017.   

Oban Camanachd’s 
pre-season plans
Oban Camanachd manager 
Iain Hay is working hard on his 
team’s preparations ahead of 
the new shinty season.

The New Year inter-club 
match gave the players an early 
run out and training is well 
under way.  

Friendly matches have been 
arranged against Inveraray at 
Mossfield on Saturday Feb-
ruary 4 and Kyles Athletic at 
Tighnabruaich the week after. 
Hay is also looking to secure 
friendly matches for the follow-
ing two Saturdays of the month. 

There will be the opportunity 
for Hay to promote a couple 
of players from the Lochside 
Rovers squad as David Lafferty 
misses the start of the new 
season with a knee injury whilst 
2016 captain James MacMillan 
has moved abroad for a year.  

 
Oban Celtic add to squad
Oban Celtic manager Kenny 
Wotherspoon has confirmed 
two new signings ahead of the 
club’s national shinty campaign.

The experienced Andrew 
Hunt from Strachur joins the 
club, as does defender Fulton 
Ronald from Glenorchy. Both 
players played major roles for 
their previous clubs and will 

be great additions to the Oban 
side’s squad.

Oban Celtic have also been 
boosted by the news that for-
mer players Alan Mackie, John 
Hill, Adrian Cakebread and 
Jack Hill are able to commit 
for the full season, increasing 
manager Wotherspoon’s selec-
tion options.

Long term injury casualty 
Iain ‘Shuggie’ MacFarlane has 
returned to full training after 
a two-year absence with a knee 
injury and there is more good 
news with full centre David 
‘Skinny’ MacInnes committing 
to the club for another season. 
The veteran’s previous national 
league shinty experience will 
be a huge benefit to the squad 
this coming season.

Ally Ferguson lines up 
Lochaber 
Lochaber boss Ally Ferguson is 
putting his team through their 
paces ahead of another season 
in shinty’s top division.

Pre-season training has 
begun and, on the player front, 
defender Jack Dignan is on the 
road to recovery following an 
eye socket injury. 

Zandz Ferguson, based in 
Aberdeen, should be more 
available than last season, 
whilst Connor Sweeney rejoins 
the Spean Bridge outfit after a 
period away in which he won 
the Marine Harvest South 
Division 2 title with Tayforth. 

These additions will increase 
the former Scotland head 
coach’s options which will help  
as long-term servants Lachlan 
Campbell and Neil MacDonald 
have retired from first team 
duty, whilst Ben Delaney’s 
availability will be limited this 
season.  

There has been a change to 
Lochaber’s pre-season pro-
gramme as the match against 
18 February 18 will no longer 
go ahead.

Lochaber will still play 
Newtonmore at the Eilan on 
Saturday February 4 and Fort 
William at Spean Bridge a 
week later. 

The side rounds off their 
pre-season programme against 
Inverness at the Bught Park on 
Saturday February 25. 

New Skye Camanachd 
bosses set pre-season 
games
Skye Camanachd have 
confirmed their pre-season 
programme as they bid to make 
a quick return to the Marine 
Harvest Premiership.

New Skye Camanachd first 
team co-managers Willie 
Cowie and Peter Gordon have 
set their side a testing month 
with three games against 
Marine Harvest Premiership 
opposition. 

The Skye players took part in 
the John MacKinnon Memori-
al Shinty Sixes at the turn of the 
year and training is now in full 
swing.

Skye’s pre-season schedule 
will see them play Lovat at 
Pairc nan Laoch, Portree, on 
Saturday February 11 in the an-
nual George Michie Memorial 
Cup match. 

The islanders travel to Drum-
nadrochit to play Glenurquhart 
a week later. 

Skye then head for the Dell 
on Saturday February 25 to 
play Kingussie before their 
competitive shinty season 
starts in the Marine Harvest 
National Division the following 
weekend. 

The Skye Camanachd second 
team have also made their 
pre-season plans. 

New boss Kenny MacLeod 

takes his team to Battery Park 
to play Lochcarron on Saturday 
February 11.

Next up is a meeting with the 
Glenurquhart second team 
at Pairc nan Laoch, Portree a 
week after.

The Skye seconds then play 
Lewis Camanachd for the Kaid 
MacLean trophy at Pairc nan 
Laoch, Portree on Saturday 
February 25. 

Donald Wilson and Malcolm 
Grant stay In charge at 
Ballachulish 
Donald Wilson and his assis-
tant Malcolm Grant will stay 
on in charge at Ballachulish for 
the 2017 shinty season. 

The duo have also named 
forward Lorne Brown as their 
captain for the year ahead.

The Jubilee Park side will play 
in Marine Harvest South Divi-

sion 1 next term after finishing 
bottom of the Marine Harvest 
National Division at the end of 
the 2016 season.  

Dunoon Camanachd 
recruitment drive
Dunoon Camanachd are ap-
pealing for new shinty players 
to bolster their squad.

The club are particularly keen 
to hear from players who came 
through the ranks of commit-
tee member Bobby Crowe’s 
Dunoon junior club. 

All levels of experience are 
welcome and Dunoon are 
particularly keen to add more 
experienced players to help the 
newer/younger players improve. 
Newer players to the game are 
also welcome.

The club had a good debut 
season in Marine Harvest 
South Division 2 in 2016. They 

completed all their fixtures and 
recorded two league wins.  

However, more players are 
needed for the rigours of a full 
league and cup schedule. Any-
one interested should contact 
any club player or committee 
member or email: dunoonca-
manachd@yahoo.co.uk 

Newtonmore warm up at 
The Eilan
Newtonmore will warm up for 
the new season with three pre-
season friendlies at the Eilan. 

Paul John MacKintosh’s side 
will host Lochaber on Saturday 
February 4, whilst Inverness 
visit a fortnight later. They then 
take on Caberfeidh at the club’s 
open day on Saturday February 
25.

The club’s original plans for 
a fixture on Saturday February 
11 have fallen through so they 

are still looking for opposition 
for that date.

Strathspey Camanachd 
thanks Oban for support
The Oban Times recently fea-
tured Strathspey Camanachd’s 
predicament as they were 
forced to launch a fundraising 
drive after a fire destroyed all 
their shinty equipment. 

Oban Celtic and the Macaulay 
Association picked up on their 
plight and both donated shinty 
balls, prompting Strathspey 
Camanachd to pass on their 
thanks to both organisations 
for their generosity.    

Lewis Camanachd player  
of the year awards
Lewis Camanachd announced 
their 2016 player of the year 
awards at a ceremony follow-
ing their New Year Iomain 
Challainn at Smith Avenue, 
Stornoway.

After an afternoon’s shinty, 
in which the Lewis Blues beat 
the Lewis Reds 5-4, the players 
retired to a social evening at 
the golf club where they voted 
on the award winners. 

Michael MacLeod was a 
consistent performer during 
the year and was named senior 
player of the year. 

Women’s shinty is on the up 
in Lewis and Alicia MacSween 
was women’s player of the year.

Youth player of the year was 
Steven Morrison, one of the 
brightest prospects in the Lew-
is camp.

Michael MacLeod was also 
the first recipient of the man-
ager’s award, the choice of boss 
Duncan MacIntyre, and club 
chairwoman Annette Murray 
accepted the award on his 
behalf as he was on holiday.

The captain’s choice was 
another new award and 2016 
captain Kenny Murray chose 
Ally Lamont for this accolade.      

The Patersons of Beauly
A centenary reflection on rifles, 
romance, shinty and World War 
1 takes place at the Highland 
Archive Centre, Inverness, on 
Thursday February 9. 

The night will include an 
illustrated talk from Dr Hugh 
Dan MacLennan and Margaret 
MacKay which will take the 
audience back in time to the 
Highland communities of 100 
years ago. 

Family history and lore, an 
autograph book, sporting 
activities, music, photographs 
and military imperatives are 
all used to illuminate a story 
of Scotland, Canada and the 
Highlands which resonates to 
this day. 

There will also be entertain-
ment from famous piper Dun-
can MacGillvray who recently 
piped Beauly and Lovat onto 
the pitch ahead of their New 
Year Lovat Cup clash.   

Admission is free and the 
event starts at 7.30pm.  

John Mackechnie, 
Glenorchy
The shinty community lost 
another well-regarded figure 
when John Mackechnie, 
Glenorchy, died suddenly on 
Monday December 26, aged 76. 

John was a past president of 
Glenorchy Shinty Club and 
made an enormous contri-
bution to the Dalmally club, 
serving in various roles for 
more than 40 years. 

John Mackechnie was also 
a member of the Camanachd 
Association Disciplinary Com-
mittee for several years and will 
be sorely missed by everyone 
who knew him.

Although John never played 
shinty, nothing gave him more 
pride than watching two of 
his sons, Allan and Graeme, 
playing for Glenorchy over the 
years. The Mackechnie con-
nection with the club continued 
as his grandson Arik became a 
Glenorchy regular last season 
whilst another grandson, 
Lennan, has started out on his 
shinty career playing for Park 
Primary School, Oban, and 
Oban Camanachd U14s.

John is survived by his belov-
ed wife Christine, sons Donald, 
Allan and Graeme and six 
grandchildren. John’s funeral 
took place at Dalmally Church 
on Saturday January 14.
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Oban Lorne get back to winning ways

Name ............................................................................................
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 ......................................................................................................
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Please 
tape your 
£1 coin 

here

THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £800
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where 
you think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum 
of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre 
of your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the 
crosses overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

SPOT THE SHINTY BALL

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 
per 20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot 
the Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday. No refunds will 
be given for entries received after the deadline.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Offi ce, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are 
delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the 

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The 
fi nal decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition 
null and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make 
full refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has 
entered the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and 
any person otherwise connected with the competition are 
ineligible to enter.

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: 
Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, 
The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S 
SHINTY BALL 
WAS HERE. . .

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

S Kennedy
Clune Terrace
Newtonmore

C Duncan
Salen
Isle of Mull

OBAN Lorne welcomed 
Argyll rivals and fellow league 
strugglers Helensburgh RFC 
to Glencruitten on Saturday for 
the second West Division One 
game between the sides this 
season. The Green Machine 
sitting ninth, one place above 
their opponents, had won 47-7 
at Helensburgh earlier in the 
season and were looking for 
a repeat performance to lift 
themselves clear of the relega-
tion zone.

With the visitors struggling 
for front row cover, Oban 
Lorne agreed to donate some 
of their scrummaging strength 
in the form of prop Liam 
(Lomu) Burns, who started in 
the visiting team.

Oban coach Corrie Louw 
made a few changes to the team 
that suffered a poor loss to 
Annan the previous weekend. 
Most notably, there were places 
on the bench for 17-year-olds 
Jack Strachan and Daniel 
Speirs.

The home side made a 
good start to the game, being 
cheered on by a large home 
crowd. Oban were using the 
ball well and were managing to 
feed their dangerous runners. 
Winger Calum MacLachlan 
and second row Jack Baxter im-
pressed with some dangerous 

runs in the opening phases of 
play.

After five minutes, a 
Helensburgh clearing kick was 
gathered well by Welsh fullback 
Iwan Rhys Roberts, who spun 
the ball wide to captain Craig 
Wright. He made a storming 
run down the right hand touch-
line and was brought down 
short but managed to squeeze 
the ball off the ground with a 
superb offload to the onrush-
ing back row Vladi Mihov, who 
scored in the corner. Finlay 
Carmichael narrowly missed 
the resulting conversion.

Oban should have built on 
this lead straight away but were 
found guilty of taking their foot 
off the gas. 

Helensburgh gathered the 
ball and immediately stormed 
upfield, pressurising the home 
defence. A penalty awarded 
five meters out was tapped 
quickly to result in a try and a 
7-5 lead for ’Burgh.

The loss of a try failed to dent 
the confidence of the home 
team as they looked to hit back. 
Dave McCabe was starting to 
put in a commanding perfor-
mance and provided a fantastic 
pass to hooker Radi Maksimov 
who was working hard to make 
himself available in attack. 
Play was disrupted briefly with 
an injury to Rhys Roberts 
who was briefly replaced by 
blood substitution Rudolphe 
Bertrand.

Oban tasted the potential 
of a try as they were awarded 
a scrum five meters out from 
the Helensburgh line. While 
the scrummage was strong, 
the resulting try came after a 
few phases of play with Struan 
Smith taking a quick tap from a 
penalty and powering over the 
line. Unfortunately, Smith was 
injured in the process and was 
replaced by Lorne MacLach-
lan. Carmichael slotted over 
the conversion with ease for a 
12-7 lead after 15 minutes.

The third try of the day for 
Oban followed shortly after. 
A break from fullback Rhys 
Roberts took Oban into the 
danger zone, an offload to 
Radi Maksimov drew in a 
couple of defenders with the 
Oban hooker passing to Craig 
Wright who broke free to score. 
This brought the score to 19-7 
with another Carmichael con-
version.

Impressive
With the crowd encouraging 

Oban to build on their lead the 
visitors dampened their con-
fidence by hitting back. First 
a well-struck penalty reduced 
the deficit to 19-10. This was 
followed by a promising period 
of attacking play with impres-
sive runs from the away centre 
pairing. A further successful 
penalty attempt just before 
half-time gave a score of 19-13 
at the break.

Coach Corrie Louw made a 

couple of changes at half-time 
by introducing 17-year-olds 
Jack Strachan and Daniel 
Speirs into the pack. A proud 
moment for both players and 
well deserved from their per-
formances in the U18 team this 
season. Speirs follows in the 
footsteps of his father Walter 
in turning out for Oban Lorne, 
who was watching excitedly on 
the touchline.

It was not to be the start to the 
second half that the home side 
wanted as Helensburgh began 
as the better team and scored 
what was a contender for try 
of the day from 30 metres out 
to take a shock 20-19 lead and 
leaving the Oban team and 
squad stunned.

Oban worked hard to push 
themselves back up the pitch 
following this setback and were 
unlucky not to regain the lead 
as a Carmichael penalty nar-
rowly missed after the visitors 
were penalised for hands in the 
ruck.

A 22 drop-out kick was gath-
ered by Oban who were putting 
some promising phases togeth-
er against what was now a tiring 
defence. Some good handling 
between McCabe and Wright 
allowed the ball to find second 
row Jack Baxter with space out 
wide and he used his strength 
from 15 metres out to score 
Oban’s fourth try of the game. 
Carmichael’s conversion gave a 
26-20 lead after 50 minutes.

Debutants Strachan and 
Speirs were doing well in their 
opening moments of senior 
rugby, with Strachan tackling 
extremely well and Speirs look-
ing hungry at the breakdown 
and looking for the ball in 
attack.

Oban had another chance for 
a try with a bulldozing break 
from prop Tommy Sutherland 
producing space for Calum 
MacLachlan, who was bundled 
into touch near the tryline.

MacLachlan featured again 
in the following phase of play 
linking well with Radi Maksi-
mov, who was putting in a very 
impressive performance.

Another try should have 

arrived for the home side on 60 
minutes but a mix-up between 
Louw and Speirs resulted in a 
knock-on. Helensburgh should 
have cleared their lines but were 
shoved off the ball on their own 
scrum five meters out. Oban 
stand-off Finlay Carmichael 
was on hand to pounce on the 
ball over the tryline as it was 
knocked out of the scrummage. 
Suddenly the Green Machine 
were ahead 33-20 and were in 
control of the game.

Credit must be given to the 
victors, who refused to give 
up and will have impressed 
coach Adam Hart with the 
effort as they pressed to get 
back into the game. Aided by 
some poor Oban discipline at 
the breakdown, the visitors 
found the field position to 
attack the Oban line. With a 
try disallowed due to a knock-

on Helensburgh claimed a 
deserved try with 10 minutes 
to go scraping the score back to 
33-25. The visitors could have 
brought themselves back to 
touching distance of the hosts 
had a routine conversion in 
front of the posts gone over.

Nervy
Oban dug deep to ensure a 

home win with the spectators 
looking a little nervy going into 
the closing stages. Man of the 
match Jack Baxter went close to 
a second try followed by anoth-
er close effort from Speirs.

Dave McCabe again pulled 
the strings in midfield putting 
in prop Robin MacQueen from 
close range to put the game 
beyond Helensburgh at 40-25.

The biggest cheer of the day 
was to come in the last couple 
of minutes as Speirs capped 
an impressive 40 minutes of 

senior rugby by grabbing his 
first Oban Lorne try. Speirs 
picked the ball and dived over 
the middle of a ruck on the line 
to score his first senior try and 
Oban Lorne’s seventh of the 
afternoon.

Referee Ali Steven from Kil-
marnock below his whistle to 
end the play and confirm Oban 
Lorne as 47-25 winners in what 
was one of the best games 
witnessed at Glencruitten in a 
long time. Despite the heavy 
final score, Helensburgh did 
themselves proud by making 
Oban work hard in all areas 
of the game and put together 
some fantastic attacking phases 
of play. While relegation looms 
for the fellow Argyll side, they 
will no doubt rebuild and come 
back into the league with more 
strength.

There were many impressive 
performances from Oban 
Lorne on Saturday, particularly 
that of hooker Radi Maksimov, 
second row Jack Baxter, centre 
Dave McCabe and solid show-
ings from debutants Speirs and 
Strachan.

The two 17-year-olds are the 
first products of Oban High 
School’s inaugural School of 
Rugby with the two players 
taking part in the Scottish 
Rugby-funded programme 
since they were in S1. With a 
conveyor belt of youngsters 
following, the future is looking 
bright for Oban Lorne’s male 
and female 1st XV’s.

The result helps lift the gloom 
over Oban Lorne’s recent 
showings with the team now 
in touching distance of eighth-
placed Kilmarnock with two 
games in hand. A promising 
result away to promotion chas-
ing Carrick this Saturday could 
lift the Green Machine up the 
table. The teams met in No-
vember with Oban recording a 
nail-biting 17-15 win, playing 60 
minutes with 14 men. Kick-off is 
2pm this Saturday in Maybole.

THE OPENING match for the 
Green Army in 2017 brought 
Grangemouth Ladies to a 
dreich Glencruitten in Oban.
 The home team were unable to 
field a full team this week due to 
some existing injuries and absent 
players, so the game began with 
13 players for each side.
 This left Grangemouth with 
the benefit of some subs for 
the match. Oban did well to 
maintain these numbers for 
the entirety of the match, with 
ladies rising to the challenge 
of playing out of position, most 
notably two forwards on the 
wings.

The game started well for 
the ladies in green, who had 
previously drawn 17-17 with 
Grangemouth in their away fix-
ture at the start of the season.

Oban Lorne’s Tommy Sutherland gathers in a knock-down from Helensburgh. Photo: Edwina Aitken 

Oban Lorne’s 17-year-old debutants Jack Strachan and Daniel Speirs pictured with Allan Wright, 
Murray Hamilton and Corrie Louw.

Convincing win for Oban Ladies
The local ladies made sure 

they put their training into 
practice, making their mark on 
the opposition quickly and pro-
gressing up the pitch towards 
the try line.

Unfortunately, after a very 
near miss for Oban, things be-
gan to unravel as Grangemouth 
kicked the ball up the pitch for 
a game of chase, with Oban 
just unable to get hands on the 
ball first as it was kicked over 
their tryline and touched down 
by a Grangemouth player. A 
missed conversion brought the 
opening score to 0-5 for the 
visiting team. 

Oban took their mistakes on 
board and fought back quickly. 
Clever running and a timely 
off load by prop Ellie MacNiven 
allowed young scrum half Lucy 
Stewart to dive over the line 
in the left corner, in just her 
second senior game, to open 
Oban Ladies’ score.

The game continued in this 
thread, with Oban maintaining 
a high proportion of possession. 
Tries under the post came for 
both centre Kirsty Sinclair and, 
once again, Stewart, as well as 
a try for recent addition to the 
team Jen Farthing on the right 
wing, all successfully converted 
by MacNiven. Sinclair scored a 
second try later in the game to 
take the score to 31-5.

Newcomer
The final try in the match 

came for Georgia Mitchell, a 
newcomer to the game this sea-
son, with all of the girls playing 
well and gelling together as a 
team to implement what they 
have been coached to do.

This was particularly im-
pressive given that they have 
only recently returned from a 
notably long break over the fes-
tive period. Unfortunately, the 
game had to be called to halt 
after only 55 minutes due to a 

suspected back injury to one of 
the Grangemouth players who 
required paramedic treatment 
on the pitch. With the game 
unable to carry on and no 
alternative pitch available due 
to flooding, everyone came 
to the agreement that victory 
would be awarded to the Oban 
Ladies, due to the convincing 
lead they had managed to rack 
up during the match.

The ladies now sit six points 
clear at the top of the BT Wom-
en’s National League Division 
2, above their closest rivals, 
Howe of Fife. Their next league 
game will be away to Lismore 
on February 12, before return-
ing to Oban of February 19 
when they take on Annan. 

Oban Ladies train on a Tues-
day and Thursday at 6pm at 
Glencruitten.

Ellie MacNiven makes a break for the Grangemouth line.
Photo: Kevin McGlynn

Ladies rugby
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Oban Saints youth 
results and � xtures
Youth football
LAST weekend’s results:  Under 
13s 10, Singer Community 1. 
Saints goalscores were Innes 
MacDonald (2), Louie MacCann 
(2), Liam Campbell (2), Thomas 
McCrindle, Marcus Lane, Owen 
McCorquindale and Pearce 
MacBeth. Under 14s v East End 
United, postponed; Kilpatrick v 
Under 15s, postponed; Antonine 
v Under 16s, postponed. Under 
17s, no game.
 Due to the weekend postpone-
ments, players from the under 
15s, 16s and 17s played a practice 
match on the Oban community 
pitch last Sunday. The game 
ended in a 3-3 draw with the blue 
team coming out on top 5-4 in a 
penalty shoot-out 
 This weekend’s fixtures: 
Ardencaple v Under 13s; St 
Cadocs Athletic v Under 14s; 
Under 15s v Scotstoun Athletic; 
Under 16s v Port Glasgow BC; 
Under 17s no game. 

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday January 19, 2017 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 04.12 1.4 09.54 3.3 16.57 1.8 22.25 3.1
Fri 05.00 1.6 10.44 3.1 17.52 1.9 23.30 3.0
Sat 05.54 1.8 11.55 3.0 18.59 2.0  **.**  *.*
Sun 01.11 2.9 06.56 1.9 13.38 3.0 20.20 2.0
Mon 02.31 3.0 08.06 1.9 14.56 3.1 21.30 1.8
Tues 03.25 3.2 09.21 1.8 15.45 3.3 22.16 1.6
Wed 04.10 3.4 10.18 1.6 16.27 3.5 22.53 1.4
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

6

6

4

Thursday Light Cloud
 Winds moderate south south westerly
 Temperatures 4°C to 8ºC.
Friday Thick Cloud
 Winds light south south easterly
 Temperatures 4°C to 6ºC.

Weekend Light rain on Saturday
Outlook Light cloud on Sunday
 Winds moderate southerly
 Temperatures 4ºC to 7ºC.

Scottish AFL results 
and � xtures
Football

LAST Saturday’s results: 
Premier Division – Campbel-
town Pupils 0, Oban Saints 4; 
Premier 2A – Lochgilphead 
Red Sar 4, Carlton YM 2; 
Premier 2B – Tarbert v FC 
Argyll, postponed. Jimmy 
Marshall Cup, first round – 
Dunoon v Drumchapel Colts, 
postponed.
 This Saturday’s fixtures: 
West of Scotland Cup, fifth 
round – Lochgilphead Red Star 
v Cambria; Jimmy Marshall 
Cup, first round – Dunoon 
v Drumchapel Colts; second 
round – Port Glasgow OBU 
v Oban Saints; Inverclyde v 
Campbeltown Pupils; 2B – 
Claremont v Tarbert.  

Saints teach Pupils scoring lesson 
in a feisty Argyll derby encounter 
Campbeltown Pupils     0          
Oban Saints     4             
SAFL Premier Division

Football

The ball is in the back of the Pupils’ net for Saints’ third goal, but who scored it – Craig MacEwan or 
Marc Maccallum? After lengthy deliberation the goal was eventually given to Maccallum.

Paul Carmichael opens the scoring for Saints from an acute angle. Match report and photos Derek Black

Scott Struthers from Scottish 
Premier League club Hamilton 

Accies was an interested 
spectator at the game.

LAST Saturday’s Argyll derby 
defied the winter weather, and 
was the only Scottish Amateur 
Football League Premier 
Division fixture to do so. With 
the grass at Kintyre Park out of 
action, the match went ahead on 
the excellent all-weather surface 
at Kinloch Green, which itself 
had survived a liberal coating of 
snow on the eve of the match.
 Saints took full advantage of 
their fellow title-chasers’ inac-
tivity climbing to second place 
in the table, one point behind 
leaders and reigning champions 
East Kilbride Amateurs on the 
back of a hard-fought but ulti-
mately convincing win over their 
Argyll rivals.
 Despite a bright start from 
Saints with Dene Cassells twice 
sending Paul Carmichael racing 
in behind the Pupils defence 
with measured passes from the 
back, Saints were unable make 
an early breakthrough with 
the Pupils weathering the early 
storm. 
 The home side were working 
hard to close down their 
opponents all over the park, dis-
rupting Saints’ usual measured 
build-up and forcing them to go 
long more often than they would 
have liked.
 Frustration got the better 
of Paul Carmichael in the 
13th minute when a lunging 
challenge on speedy young left 
winger Ryan Deans earned him 
a ticking off from referee Litster 
who resisted the temptation to 
produce a card. From the free 
kick on the left just inside the 
Saints half, Pupils skipper Keith 
Mitchell could only find the 
head of his opposite number, 
Paul Kerr, who easily cleared 
the danger.
 In a more adventurous spell 
from the hosts, Liam Renton 
drew a good save from Thomas 
McCulloch low down to his left 
and Paul Kerr made a vital inter-
ception to cut out a Ryan Deans 
cross after the winger had shown 
Matthew Kelly a clean pair of 
heels. A turn and shot from the 
edge of the box by Gary Gru-
moli in the 18th minute slipped 
past Thomas McCulloch’s left 
hand post before Saints earned 
some respite with a corner kick 
won by Brian Mackay on the 
Saints left. 
 At the other end, an excellent 

delivery right into the heart of 
the six-yard box was bundled 
goalward by Brian Mackay 
but without the power to beat 
Robert Coffield in the Pupils’ 
goal, who gathered the bouncing 
ball ahead of Mackay and Dene 
Cassells.
 In the 22nd minute, Myles 
McAuley and Brian Mackay 
combined to set up a shooting 
opportunity for Ross Maitland 
but he couldn’t keep his 22-yard 
effort down and cleared the 
crossbar by two feet.

 A 25th-minute run along the 
edge of the box by Ryan Deans 
was ended unfairly by Scott 
Maitland, giving Gary Gru-
moli a chance to test Thomas 
McCulloch from the dead ball. 
The big Saints keeper read 
Grumoli’s intentions well and 
made a comfortable save before 
launching a counter-attack with 
Liam Renton doing well to edge 
out Paul Carmichael and usher 
the ball behind for a goal kick.
 Saints’ lack of fluency contin-
ued to frustrate and another 
unnecessary challenge from 
Paul Carmichael, this time 
on Keith Mitchell, earned the 
Saints’ striker the game’s first 
yellow card.
 The visitors took the aerial 
route in the 33-minute with 
David McArthur sending a long 
straight ball into the Pupils’ box. 
Ellis Robertson won the header 
but couldn’t get any distance on 
his clearance, with Ross Mait-
land picking up the loose ball 

and seeing a goal-bound shot 
blocked by a forest of legs on the 
six-yard line.
 Somewhat against the run of 
play Saints took the lead in the 
36th minute. A perfectly weight-
ed through ball from Brian 
Mackay sent Paul Carmichael 
through on goal. Paul rounded 
keeper Coffield and, from an 
acute angle, sent the ball high 
into the net past the despairing 
dives of Coffield and Lee Allan 
on the goal line.
 As you might expect from a 
local derby, some of the tackles 
were a little feisty and Jamie 
Burns was lucky to escape a 
card after cynically taking out 
Matthew Kelly.
 Saints doubled their advantage 
just before the half-time whistle 
with easily the best move of the 
match. Brian Mackay and Craig 
MacEwan passed their way 
through the Pupils’ midfield on 
the right. With space in front of 
him, MacEwan raced forward 
and worked a terrific one-two 
with Paul Carmichael. Carmi-
chael’s deft back heel on the 
corner of the 18-yard box was 
perfectly into MacEwan’s path 
and he curled a delightful finish 
beyond Coffield’s right hand and 
into the net.
 The two-goal half-time deficit 
was harsh on the Pupils, who 
had worked hard but full credit 
to Saints, whose superior quality 
eventually created the openings 
which they ruthlessly capitalised 
on.
 The home side kicked off 
the second half but it was the 
visitors who settled quickest and 
took control of the vital midfield 
area. 
 Saints were first to threaten 
with Ross Maitland winning 
a corner off Grant Grant and 
sending in another excellent de-
livery from the left which Dene 
Cassells climbed well to meet 
but couldn’t direct on target, 
thumping his header 12 inches 
over the crossbar.
 The Oban side remained in 
control but had to be mindful of 
the threat posed by Pupils on the 
counter-attack.
 A slip on the left by Scott Mait-
land allowed Pupils to launch a 
diagonal ball looking for Ryan 
Deans with David McArthur 
making a vital headed intercep-
tion at the expense of a corner 
kick.
 Ross Maitland kept up the 
quality of his deliveries with 
another great corner in the 59th 

minute just begging to be head-
ed home. Paul Carmichael was 
the miscreant on this occasion, 
glancing his header wide of 
Coffield’s right-hand post.
 Pupils were very much still in 
the match at this stage and the 
feeling on the Saints bench was 
that a third goal was required to 
make the game safe. To this end 
manager Alex Craik decided to 
freshen things up by bringing 
on Donald Campbell and Marc 
Maccallum to replace Paul 
Carmichael and Matthew Kelly. 
 The Pupils’ robust style cost 
them cautions for Jamie Burns 
and Lee Allan, with the card 
for Burns ultimately to prove 
extremely costly. 
 With 13 minutes remaining, 
Saints made a triple substitution 
bringing on Jamie Graham, Wil-
lie Gemmell and Martin Bonar 
to replace Scott Maitland, Myles 
McAuley and Ross Maitland 
respectively.
 Willie Gemmell made an 
instant impact, badly mistiming 
a challenge on Jamie Burns 
before he had a chance to get 
up to the pace of the match. Mr 
Litster considered the challenge 
worthy of a yellow card but, 
unfortunately for Pupils, he also 
showed a second yellow to Burns 
for his violent reaction to the 
challenge from Gemmell. The 
red card finally extinguished 
any faint hopes Pupils had of 
getting back into the match with 

Saints threatening to run riot in 
the closing stages.
 Marc Maccallum made his 
obligatory once-a-match lung-
bursting run from the back in 
the 81st minute, bringing a fine 
save from Robert Coffield, who 
shovelled the ball round his left 
post for a corner kick. 
 With Ross Maitland off the 
field Willie Gemmell took 
responsibility for the dead ball 
and didn’t disappoint with a 
tempting delivery into the six-
yard box which Craig MacEwan 
and Marc Maccallum both went 
for. Both beat Liam Renton to 
the ball, which nestled in the 
bottom corner past Coffield’s 
right hand. Skipper Maccallum, 
whose goals are rare, imme-
diately claimed the score with 
MacEwan countering that he 
had got the vital touch.
 A poll on the Saints official 
Twitter account later awarded 
the goal to the skipper, ultimately 
denying Craig the match ball.
 Saints kept up the pressure on 
the beleaguered Pupils’ defence 
with Martin Bonar keeping alive 
a deep Craig MacEwan cross 
from the left and flashing a left-
foot drive narrowly wide of the 
junction of post and bar.
 In the 87th minute, Paul Kerr 
chased down a seemingly lost 
cause on the right, keeping the 
ball in play and cutting back to 
Brian Mackay just inside the 
box. A tired-looking tackle from 

behind by Ellis Robertson sent 
Mackay sprawling and had Mr 
Litster pointing to the spot.
 Regular penalty taker Donald 
Campbell deferred to Craig 
MacEwan, who slammed the 
ball high to Coffield’s left to put 
the visitors 4-0 up.
 There was no let-up from 
Saints in the closing minutes 
and only some good saves from 
Coffield and Saints own way-
ward finishing kept the scoreline 
down before Mr Litster blew for 
full time.
 A special mention for the 
referee who handled a 
full-blooded encounter well, 
getting all the big decisions 
correct and remaining firmly 
in control, even when tempers 
briefly threatened to boil over.
 Manager Craik was delighted 
with the result and peformance 
of his team. He said: ‘We knew it 
was going to be a difficult match 
with Pupils looking for revenge 
after we beat them earlier in the 
season. Once we settled down 
and started knocking the ball 
about, we played some good 
stuff and fully deserved the 
three points.’
 Saturday sees Saints defend 
the Jimmy Marshall Cup won 
last season when they travel to 
take on Port Glasgow OBU at 
Parklea, kick-off 2pm.

OBAN Saints’ fullback Scott 
Maitland travelled nearly 400 
miles last weekend to play 
football. 
 After his exertions on Saturday 
in the Argyll derby match 
away to Campbeltown Pupils, 
Scott travelled to Dalziel Park, 
Motherwell, on Sunday to play 
in a trial match for the Scottish 
amateur international team.

Saints’ defender 
clocks up the miles

Scott in action at last Sunday’s 
trial match in Motherwell.
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A PUPIL from St Columba’s Primary School, Fort William, has 
raised almost £200 after cutting off her long locks for charity.

Samara McCormack, primary six, came up with the idea of hav-
ing her long hair cut short to help raise money for two Lochaber 
children who are currently undergoing treatment in hospital in 
Glasgow – Ryan Whiteford and Emily Campbell.

Samara organised a sponsor sheet and got staff of the school, 
her family and friends to sponsor her, raising £195 for the two 
children.

Head teacher at St Columba’s Primary School, Violet Smith, 
said: ‘We were having a discussion in school about helping others. 
Samara also decided to donate her cut hair to the Little Princess 
Trust, a charity that make wigs for children who have suffered 
hair loss through treatment for cancer. We are all very proud of 
Samara. She is a very caring and considerate.’ 

Samara McCormack shows o�  her new ‘do’ to her fellow pupils. Photograph: Anthony MacMillan Photography.

Samara with her long hair. 

FORT William Football Club (FWFC) 
directors are calling for cash backing 
in their efforts to sustain the only semi-
professional football team in the West 
Highlands.

After four years of injecting significant 
financial resources and considerable 
amounts of time into the club, the di-
rectors are  asking if there is community 
support within the area for a Scottish 
Highland League football team.

The club requires annual funding of 
around £70,000, of which more than 
£25,000 has been provided each year by 
the directors and key sponsors.

FWFC director Stewart Maclean said: 
‘This significant financial burden has 
been carried by six or seven individuals 
and businesses and this is, understand-

ably, not sustainable over the longer 
term. FWFC has a support network of 
local businesses which contribute regu-
larly through advertising or by “in kind” 
support but the club now needs larger 
sponsors.’ 

The club says while the Highland Council 
(HC) is supportive, it is unable to provide 
financial assistance. In addition, FWFC 
has a small dedicated team of volunteers 
who assist with match-day tasks.

Guaranteed block funding from the 
Scottish Football Association (SFA) has 
been significantly reduced over recent 
years with £4,000 being received for the 
current season. Gerald McIntyre, who 
is also a director, said: ‘We have made 
significant progress with FWFC over 
the past four years in gaining our SFA 

licence for Claggan Park and improving 
park maintenance. However, the team 
is still struggling with results and this 
reflects in lower gate receipts.’

The directors are urging individuals or 
businesses wishing to keep a semi-pro-
fessional football team in the area to 
contact them as they are hoping to be in a 
position to put together a viable financial 
package for the 2017/18 season. 

The directors are also seeking indi-
viduals who are willing to give around 
three hours of their time on around 20 
Saturdays per season to help on match 
days.

To show your interest or to find out 
more, contact FWFW by telephoning 
07836 608089 or by going to any home 
game at Claggan Park.

Urgent appeal for football team cash

Concern grows over lack 
of new hospital progress
CONCERNS have been raised 
by community members after a 
project to replace a 50-year-old 
hospital has ‘fallen silent’.

In 2015, the Highland Council 
(HC) bought the site on the Blar 
Mor, next to the health centre, 
to replace the Belford Hospital.  

The eight-acre plot was being 
sold by Tesco as part of its port-
folio of surplus sites and had set 
an imminent closing date.

Since then a steering group has 
been set up and the NHS says 
‘significant background work’ 
has taken place but readers 
recently contacted The Oban 
Times wondering why no ‘visible’ 
progress has been made.

One reader said he was 
prompted to get in touch after 
hearing skilled staff had left 
the Belford in part because of a 
lack of belief the hospital had a 
viable future.

‘The Belford has been punch-
ing above its weight, probably for 
the past 20 to 30 years in terms 
of expertise. Highly skilled 
medical professionals have 
come here instead of getting the 
big bucks down south because 
they like the lifestyle but that is 
all gone.’

Michael Foxley, a former 
council leader, was a driving 
force in getting the project up 
and running.

He agreed there has been less 
progress than he would have 
wanted and a lack of permanent 
consultants is certainly a factor.

He added: ‘The sad loss of 
Sarah Prince, who was a gifted 
consultant, along with another 

who has retired and one who left 
to go to Oban makes things very 
difficult.  I have been told there 
are meetings every month to 
keep the project going but that 
some had been cancelled since 
the death of Ms Prince.’

Concern is also mounting 
regarding the suggestion people 
from Oban may have to travel to 
Fort William for health care as a 
reuslt of planned cuts.

Mr Foxley is ‘in theory’ not 
against the idea of specialised 
services being in Oban or Fort 
William and that overall he is 
optimistic about the future of 
the Belford.  

‘Providing it is in addition to 
core services, I think doubling 
the catchment area could actu-
ally help,’ he said. ‘This is part 
of a national issue in recruiting 
staff in rural areas but I believe 
if we tackle it regionally then we 
might be in with a chance.’

The Oban Times contacted the 
NHS, which said it remains com-
mitted to developing ser vices 
in Lochaber, which includes a 
modern hospital building.

A spokesperson explained: 
‘The process that we follow in 
such cases is laid down by the 
Capital Investment Group of 
the Scottish Government. It is 
complex and takes account of 
all local services and models of 
care as well as hospital services 
and needs to look to in future as 
well as current needs. We are at 

early stages of that process and 
it is important we get it right. 
It is important there is strong 
clinical engagement and, due to 
staffing problems, that has been 
challenging in recent months.

‘Nevertheless, background 
work is ongoing with our 
service planning department 
and others to progress the data 
modelling work required. A very 
productive meeting was held 
last week and the data will be 
reviewed on an ongoing basis. A 
further meeting is planned for 
the end of February to discuss 
the next steps and to scope any 
additional information that will 
be required. 

‘In addition, a workshop for 
all Belford Hospital heads of 
department, along with rep-
resentation from the Lochaber 
District, has been arranged for 
next month to look at current 
services, future aspirations 
and ideas. This will be crucial 
in shaping a clinical model on 
which the initial agreement with 
the Scottish Government will be 
developed.’

According to community 
members, the ‘Belford issue’ is 
one which highlights the lack 
of a community council in the 
area. Fort William Commu-
nity Council was disbanded in 
November last year after two 
failed elections and a third is 
scheduled for March. 

For more, turn to page three.

MONICA GIBSON
mgibson@obantimes.co.uk

Caring Samara’s long 
lock chop for charity

Health board just 
misses target

Workers need 
more protection

NHS claims it remains 
committed to developing 
services in Lochaber

HIGHLANDS and Islands 
MSP Douglas Ross says 
emergency services person-
nel need more protection 
following reports that more 
than a quarter of people 
charged with attacking 
them never face trial in 
court.

Mr Ross said: 'Violence 
against the men and women 
of our emergency services 
in Scotland is an increasing 
problem. But these � gures 
show fewer cases are actu-
ally making it to court and 
those attacked while trying 
to protect us are being let 
down. That will do nothing 
to deter others who think 
this sort of despicable be-
haviour is acceptable.’

MORE than 3,000 NHS High-
land patients experienced 
longer accident and emer-
gency waiting times than the 
SNP’s target in 2016.

Figures from Scottish Labour 
show 3,033 people waited 
longer than four hours, 125 
longer than eight and 11 for 
more than 12 hours, meaning  
NHS Highland falls slightly 
short of the SNP target of 95 
per cent of patients being seen 
within four hours.

Fort William and Oban 
hospitals both met this target, 
however, with just shy of 
96 per cent of accident and 
emergency patients being 
seen within four hours in the 
Belford and almost 99 per cent 
being seen within this period 
in Lorn and Islands hospital. 

Pull out 
and keep
YOUR

FREESUPPLEMENT!

FREE 
INSIDE



2 NEWS Thursday 19 January, 2017          www.obantimes.co.uk

ELLIE FORBES
eforbes@obantimes.co.uk

FW

HIGHLANDS and Islands 
Labour MSP Rhoda Grant 
has said she is ‘astonished 
and angered’ by the Scottish 
Government’s response to HIE 
decision-making powers when a 
new overarching Scotland-wide 
board is established.

During Parliamentary 
Questions, the MSP asked if 
HIE will continue to decide its 
investment priorities following 
the creation of a single Scottish 
board for skills and enterprise 
organisations.

Rhoda Grant said: ‘What I 
have been told is both unclear 
and deeply insulting to senior 
management of HIE.

‘The Cabinet Secretary [Keith 
Brown] has stated that HIE sen-
ior management will continue to 
work in the same way as they do 
now but will benefit from the co-
ordination provided by the new 
Scotland-wide statutory board.

‘I find this grossly insulting to 
both HIE senior management 
and existing board members 
who know the needs and strate-

TIMESLINE

NHS HIGHLAND wants to 
recruit public members to 
two of its board’s advisory 
committees and one of its 
advisory groups.

Volunteers from local com-
munities are being asked to 
join board members, senior 
clinicians and managers to 
help oversee the board’s 
work. The committees are 
the Asset Management 
Group and the Area Clinical 
Forum. The advisory group 
is the NHS Highland and NHS 
Western Isles Abdominal 
Aortic Aneurysm Screening 
Programme Steering Group.

For further details contact 
NHS Highland’s board sec-
retary by email ruth.daly@
nhs.net or write to Ruth 
Daly, board secretary, NHS 
Highland, Assynt House, 
Beechwood Park, Inverness, 
IV2 3BW.  For an informal 
discussion about the roles 
contact Maimie Thompson, 
head of PR and engagement 
Maimie.thompson@nhs.net 
or 01463 704722.

SCOTTISH Canals has become 
the 700th Scottish-based 
Living Wage accredited em-
ployer.

The new Real Living Wage 
rate was announced at the end 
of October 2016 as £8.45 an 
hour. Cabinet Secretary for fair 
work Keith Brown made the 
announcement while visiting 
Scottish Canals at the Falkirk 
Wheel.

Mr Brown said: ‘I am particu-
larly pleased Scottish Canals 
has made this commitment, 
setting a good example to oth-
er � rms around the country.’

WARD 2C at Raigmore Hospital has been closed 
to new admissions following a number of patients 
being diagnosed with flu.

Three patients have tested positive for flu and as 
a precaution the ward has been closed.

Relatives and friends are being asked to avoid 
visiting Ward 2C if possible and should telephone 
the nurse in charge before travelling to the hospi-
tal. The ward can be reached by calling the Raig-
more Hospital switchboard on 01463 704000. 

Dr Adam Brown, consultant microbiologist for 
NHS Highland, said: ‘By restricting visiting to 
the affected area, it helps hospital staff protect 
the health, privacy and dignity of our patients.

‘We would also ask that people do not come to 
the hospital to visit if they have, or live with some-
one who has, had any recent flu-like symptoms.

‘Ward staff will be happy to talk to visitors on 
the phone so they can get updates on how their 
relatives are.’

Nevis News

LAST year, one of the coun-
try’s best-known race routes 
was changed to safeguard 
the future of the Ben Nevis 
Race and the future of the 
mountain.

In a further commitment to 
sustainability, Ben Nevis Race 
Association recently donated 
£500 to Nevis Landscape 
Partnership to contribute 
towards tackling the environ-
mental impact of large-scale 
challenge events on Ben Nevis 
and Glen Nevis.

Lewis Pate, environmental 
projects officer with the Nevis 
Landscape Partnership, said: 
‘Everyone here would like to 
thank Micky Whitehead and 
the Ben Nevis Race Associa-
tion for their extremely kind 
donation.

‘We will continue to raise 
awareness of the environmen-
tal impacts caused by large-

The Ben Nevis Race is a hugely popular event.

Route 
changed 
to protect 
mountain

scale events on Ben Nevis and 
hope to work with many more 
race and challenge organisers to 
make their individual events as 
sustainable as possible.’

Sustainable Futures: Ero-
sion and Minimal Impact is 
just one of Nevis Landscape 
Partnership’s 19 environmen-
tal projects. 

Full details of the entire pro-
gramme, along with engage-
ment and volunteering events 
for the coming year, can be 
found on the Nevis Landscape 
Partnership’s website and 
social media feeds.

Go to www.nevislandscape.
co.uk, www.facebook.com/
nevislandscape, www.twitter.
com/nevislandscape, www.
vimeo.com/nevislandscape 
and www.instagram.com/
nevis_landscape.

Hospital ward closed to new admissions

Rhoda Grant. Ian Blackford.

MSP KATE FORBES is campaiging to get a 
travelling domestic abuse court for the Highlands 
and Islands.

The Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch MSP brought 
the matter up during the Justice Portfolio Ques-
tions in the Scottish Parliament chamber last week 
(January 11).

Miss Forbes also suggested a need for dedicated 
procurator fiscals and sheriffs for such courts to 
ensure these sensitive cases can be fully under-
stood and dealt with appropriately.

The MSP first brought forward the idea of travel-
ling courts last year after a visit to a Women’s Aid 
group in her constituency.

She said: ‘I’ve spent a considerable time speaking 
to Lochaber Women’s Aid where I heard first hand 
from women that have been subjected to domestic 
abuse and been involved in legal proceedings.

‘I am convinced we can improve the legal process 
for these women and therefore boost confidence 
levels in the system to ensure all crimes of domestic 
abuse are reported. In rural areas, there are added 
complications of travelling to the court and in 
some cases, the perpetrator and victim could be 
travelling on the same bus.’

She added: ‘Also, because of the low numbers 
of cases reported, I think sheriffs and procurator 
fiscals need more support to have appropriate 
training and sensitivity to the cases.’

Miss Forbes described the success of domestic 
abuse courts introduced to the central belt but ex-
plained a travelling court would be more beneficial 
for the Highlands because parts of the area are 
remote, meaning travelling to a court in Inverness 
could take just as long as to the central belt for 
some Highland women.

She said: ‘When I first suggested the idea in a 
speech on domestic abuse courts in September, 
the Scottish Government promised to consider the 
proposal. This demonstrates to me how serious 
they are about tackling the abomination of domes-
tic abuse.’

Scottish Canals to 
pay Living Wage

NHS Highland to 
recruit public  

CREW of the Portree RNLI 
said farewell to retiring chair-
man Peter MacDonald last 
week.

The crew gathered for its 
annual festive dinner on Satur-
day January 14 when coxwain 
Hamish Corrigall presented Mr 
MacDonald with an RNLI ex-
cellence in volunteering award.

Mr MacDonald has been 
involved with Portree Lifeboat 
station for the last 18 years. 
Apart from his role as chairman, Crew from Portree RNLI gathered last week to bid Peter MacDonald farewell. 

MSP vows to reverse 
‘control-freak’ plan

MSP keeps up 
campaign for 
travelling domestic 
violence court

Newsdesk 01397 703003

he was also a deputy launching 
officer. A spokesperson for the 
Portree RNLI described him as 
having ‘been a valuable asset in 
the station management team’.

Mr MacDonald also took an 
active role in RNLI fundraising 
throughout his years of service 
and was a pipe major with Isle of 
Skye Pipe Band.

A spokesman for the RNLI 
crew said: ‘We all wish Peter 
and his family well in the new 
projects he hopes to undertake.’

Portree Lifeboat crew say 
bon voyage to retiring 
chairman after 18 years

gic priorities of this area like the 
back of their hands.’

Keith Brown stated the Scot-
tish Government would ‘expect’ 
a strong Highlands and Islands 
representation on the new cen-
tral board, but Mrs Grant said: 
‘At the very least I would think 
they would be ensuring there 
would be strong Highlands and 
Islands representation on the 
board.’

Mrs Grant also noted the 

cabinet secretary had given ‘no 
commitment to a single geo-
graphic HQ’ for the board. She 
said: ‘Does this mean they just 
haven’t decided where this new 
board would be located, or if it 
will have a base at all? Earlier 
this week we were told the Scot-
tish Government has admitted it 
cannot give a list of organisations 
that back scrapping the HIE 
board.  I can give them a lengthy 
list of organisations who totally 

oppose the scrapping of the HIE 
board. The more digging we do 
on this, the more it seems clear 
there was little or no thinking 
put into this wholly unpopular, 
control-freak decision. I will 
not give up the fight to have this 
decision reversed.’

MP for Ross, Skye and Loch-
aber Ian Blackford hit back at 
the comments saying: ‘Myself 
and the Scottish Government 
have great ambitions for the 
Highlands and will work to 
bring more jobs to the area and 
strengthen the economy.

‘With my proposals, HIE not 
only retains its decision-making 
powers and can directly influ-
ence any wider discussions about 
the Highlands and Islands, but 
will also be able to call upon the 
increased resources provided 
by a larger organisation in 
achieving their aims. It will still 
be a very ‘local’ organisation, 
directly approachable by High-
land businesses and its role is 
not being watered down.  The 
HIE area will still be a priority 
with decisions made to ensure 
people and businesses are given 
the assistance they require.’

Countryside rangers’ appeal to get out winter walking A NEW assistance card to help 
people in the Highlands and 
Islands with disabilities get 
around easier was launched on 
Skye last week.

HITRANS Thistle Assis-
tance Card is designed to help 
those who have difficulty using 
public transport because of 
their age, disability or illness.

HITRANS, the regional 
transport partnership for the 
Highlands and Islands, has 
introduced the card to allow 
passengers to inform drivers 
about any special requirements 
they have before they travel.

Cardholders select from a list 
of stickers the disabilities they 
have, such as sight or mobiltiy, 
and attach these to the front of 
the card.

The holder can also indicate 
one of the following messages; 
please wait for me to sit down, 
please talk slowly and clearly, 
let me know when we arrive 
at...

On the back of the card there 
is room for any other informa-
tion which may be useful for 
the driver to know.

The scheme was launched in 
Kyleakin, Skye, by Councillor 
Audrey Sinclair, councillor for 
Wester Ross, Strathpeffer and 

Lochalsh and a member of the 
HITRANS Board.

She said: ‘People with disa-
bilities often need a little more 
time to get on and off public 
transport. 

‘The aim of the HITRANS 
Thistle Assistance Card is to 
help anyone who has a diffi-
culty in using public transport 
because of their age, disability 
or illness. 

‘It will quickly and easily tell 
the operator about any extra 
help they may need.’

Charlene Macleod, who 
runs Kyleakin Connections, a 
charity based in the Old School 
in Kyleakin, said: ‘One of our 
day care users had raised the 
need for something like this 
last year so I can see how it 
will encourage anyone with a 
disability or concerned about 
travelling independently to 
gain the freedom that using 
public transport can bring.’

Iain Beaton, area manager 
for Stagecoach North High-
land, welcomed the new card 
and commented: ‘While many 
of our drivers know regular 
local passengers very well and 
provide the help they require, 
this card will make journeys 
easier for those in most need.’

A GROUP of Highland rangers 
is encouraging more people to 
walk outdoors this winter.

Skye, Lochalsh and Ross and 
Cromarty Countryside Rangers 
believe the winter is a great time 
to be out and about.

A group spokesman said: 
‘Think it is out of season for 

ranger walks? Think again.  
There are many exciting events 
coming up.’

On Friday January 27 there 
will be an organised walk on the 
Blackrock Gorge including a 
‘winter tree ID’ where ramblers 
can learn the mysteries of the 
gorge and how to identify tree 

species. Another option is the 
‘winter leg stretcher’ around 
Ormond Castle. Booking is 
required for this event during 
which walkers will seek out signs 
of wildlife still trying to survive 
in the colder months. There are 
also free drop-in sessions for 
bird enthusiasts taking place 

throughout the winter.  Attend-
ees will be able to learn more 
about winter visitors, how to 
identify individual bird species 
and why the area offers an 
important habitat for them. To 
book or for more information 
contact Marcia Rae on 07788 
387634.

Charlene Macleod, manager of Kyleakin Connections, HITRANS 
board member Councillor Audrey Sinclair, Stagecoach Area 

Manager Iain Beaton and members of the Day Care centre at 
Kyleakin at the launch of the HITRANS Thistle Assistance Card 

for Public Transport.  

New card helps 
vulnerable 
people use 
public transport
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A FAMILY-ORIENTATED 
couple from Corpach were 
joined by their nearest and dear-
est as they celebrated 60 years of 
marriage.

Donald and Betty MacIntyre 
were married in Saint Andrews 
Church, Fort William, on Boxing 
Day 1957.  Sixty years to the day, 
family and friends from as far 
away as Australia and all around 
Scotland travelled to Lochaber 
to join the couple’s celebrations.

Daughter Catriona told The 
Oban Times while her mother 
and father, now 81 and 82 
respectively, enjoyed different 
professions throughout their 
lives, family was always key.

She added: ‘Mum worked in 
the grocer shop and then the 
butcher shop while Dad spent 
years with the railway then in the 
woodyard and was a driver at the 
tip for the council. Mum was one 
of nine children so family has 
always been really important. 
They are both extremely family 
orientated. Dad enjoys garden-

THIS year’s � rst covering of 
snow caused a few hiccups on 
Lochaber roads last week with 
minor incidents taking place 
near Laggan.

Police Scotland con� rmed 
a van went o�  the road at 
Kinloch Laggan on the A86 last 
Thursday morning (January 
12). A lorry stopped to assist 
the van driver and then a car 
collided with the lorry. No-one 
was injured.

BEAR Scotland was quickly 
on the scene and a spokes-
person said: ‘Our teams were 
made aware of a minor colli-
sion involving three vehicles 
around 11am. Our teams 
helped two of the vehicles, 
with the other moving away 
on its own accord.

‘The road was closed for 
approximately half an hour to 
allow the safe recovery of the 
vehicles.’

A FORD Fiesta was damaged 
in the Imperial Hotel car park 
on Thursday January 5.

Police believe the damage 
was caused by another vehicle. 
Anyone with information re-
lating to this incident, thought 
to have taken place between 
9am and 11am are asked to 
contact police.

SEVERAL items in an external 
storeroom of Fort William’s 
Indian Garden restaurant 
were set on � re sometime 
between 2pm on Saturday 
January 7 and 11.30am on 
Sunday January 8.

AN UNATTENDED white 
Vauxhall camper van parked at 
the top of Lochaber Road was 
damaged sometime between 
5pm on Sunday January 8 and 
9am on Monday January 9.

POLICE are keen to speak 
to the driver of a black 
Vauxhall Corsa seen near 
Kilmallie Graveyard after a 
car was damaged by another 
vehicle at around 10pm on 
Thursday January 12. 

ITEMS were stolen from a 
property in Banavie after it 
was broken into sometime 
between 6.30pm and 11.30pm 
on Friday January 13.

A PROPERTY in Lochyside 
was broken into sometime 
between 3.15pm on Satur-
day January 14 and 3.20pm 
on Sunday January 15.

TWO VEHICLES were damaged 
in the Polloch area at 7pm on 
Friday January 13 and 9.30am 
on Saturday January 14.

BALLACHULISH Primary 
School raised more than £100 by 
choosing to ‘keep it local’ for its 
school photographs.

Enterprising pupils from 
Ballachulish decided to go local 
for their yearly photographs and 
raised £140 for the school fund.

Ballachulish Primary School 
approached Iain Ferguson of 
The Write Image about taking 
school portraits and he suggest-
ed involving the Pupil Council 
(PC) to help organise the event 
as an enterprise project  which 
would also raise funds for the 
school.

With the PC on board, togeth-
er with Iain, a plan of action was 
drawn up. This was developed 
in follow-up meetings to work 
out the detail on what type of 
pictures they would like, the 
sizes they should offer, where 
the studio could be set up, how 
long would be needed to take 
each picture and organise times 

Donald and Betty are all smiles as they celebrate their anniversary.

Members of Ballachulish Primary School Pupil Council, left to right, Arron Callender, Ethan Starkey, 
Cali Donald, Ellie Chisholm, Ava Bathurst, Lucy MacMillan and Ema MacInnes, with Shay Lynsay 

presenting the cheque to Iain Ferguson. 

FOUR is the magic number at a Fort William school which 
received another award for doing its part in keeping Scotland 
beautiful.

Caol Primary School was handed its fourth Eco-Flag last 
week. Eco-Schools is the largest sustainable schools pro-
gramme in the world, designed to encourage whole-school 
action on sustainable development education issues.

Head teacher Steven Hamilton said: ‘This is the school’s 
fourth Eco-Flag and it has been a great team effort to main-
tain our Eco-Schools status.

‘Our Eco-Committee and Green Gardeners Committee 
have done a lot of work across the school involving every class.

‘Led by Miss Adam and Mrs Carabine, the committees, 
with pupils from every class represented, worked in the school 
garden and on a variety of eco topics.

‘Now that we are settling into the new school, the groups are 
very excited about getting started in the new eco garden and 
planters around the school when spring arrives.’

Caol Primary School’s gardeners club and eco committee 
received the award for their work in the school garden and 

on a variety of eco topics.

Caol school pupils 
fl y eco fl ag again 

A MAN has hit out at BEAR 
Scotland after his travel plans 
were upended by a fault on a 
Lochaber swing bridge.

Richard Peakin was travelling 
with his wife Carol from Skye 
to Fort William on November 
29 when the Laggan Bridge 
broke down and put a stop to 
their journey.  The couple had 
been on a trip to celebrate Mrs 
Peakin’s 60th birthday and had 
planned to spend the night in 
Fort William before returning 
to their home in Durham.

‘What I want is for these com-
panies to realise their commu-
nity responsibilities rather than 
just their contractual ones,’ said 
Mr Peakin.

Mr Peakin told The Oban Times 
many people had got out of their 
vehicles and were confused 
about the situation.

‘There was no information,’ 
Mr Peakin added. ‘We couldn’t 
get reception for local radio 
but the drivers who could said 
there were no announcements 
about the fault and nothing 
online. Some of the professional 
drivers told us that on previous 
occasions when the bridge had 

THE HIGHLAND COUNCIL has announced it 
will make a third attempt to form a Fort William 
community council despite it being disbanded last 
November.

In December The Oban Times reported the news 
after an anonymous source claimed more than 20 
people had signed a petition urging the council to 
hold another election.

A Highland Council spokesperson confirmed 
the council received a petition from more than 20 
people in the community requesting an election.

‘We follow a statutory process which has begun 
today (Tuesday January 17). The opportunity 
is promoted on our website homepage, through 
social media and via the local press,’ said the 
spokesperson.

Nominations are now being sought, with the cut-
off date set for 4pm on Wednesday February 1 and 
elections on Thursday March 2.

Former community councillor Patricia Jordan 
had mixed feelings on hearing the news. She said: 
‘I am delighted there has been enough interest 
from people to hold another election. But it is a 
disgrace the Highland Council has not publicised 
this more. Maybe it is not keen for the Fort William 
community council to reform – it always has been 
a thorn in its side. 

‘The community council is the voice of the people 
here. We need to have a body speaking for the 
community.’

Nomination forms can be downloaded from 
www.highland.gov.uk/info/799/elections_and_vot-
ing/643/community_councils by emailing elec-
tions@highland.gov.uk or calling 01349 886606.

Forms should be sent to Dot Ferguson, Senior 
Ward Manager, The Highland Council, Lochaber 
House, High Street, Fort William, PH33 6EL, or 
emailed to dot.ferguson@highland.gov.uk by the 
deadline date.

Police fi les

Pair’s journey halted 
by swing bridge fault

Three vehicles in 
Laggan collision 

stopped working it had taken 
more than six hours to solve the 
problem.  We didn’t know what 
to do.’

Despite having booked a hotel 
in Fort William, Mr Peakin and 
his wife decided to change tack 
and head for Inverness. They 
managed to find another hotel 
to stay that night but Mrs Peakin 
became anxious and unwell.

He said: ‘We had enjoyed a 
lovely trip but this whole issue 
put a dampener on it.  The north 
of Scotland for us is not the 
middle of nowhere but it is un-
familiar territory and, when you 
are driving around on roads you 
do not know and there is very 
limited hours of daylight, it can 
be unsettling. You don’t always 
feel safe and we didn’t even 
know if we would have a bed for 
the night.

‘We could not believe there was 
no-one trying to get the message 
out. I later contacted Caledonian 
Canals which put me onto BEAR 
Scotland. My first few attempts 
at corresponding were ignored. 
Eventually I asked them to refund 
the money I had to spend on an 
unplanned night in Inverness. It 
is not about the money – I would 
be happy for them to make a 
donation to charity.’ 

The Oban Times contacted 
BEAR Scotland and was told in 
the north-west area alone, it is 
responsible for 1,723 structures, 
including four swing bridges on 
the Caledonian Canal. 

A spokesperson said: ‘Mainte-
nance of all our bridges is treated 
as high priority and inspections 
and routine maintenance are 
carried out at prescribed times. 
On the swing bridges this takes 
place every month.

‘Unfortunately, complications 
with the swing bridges some-
times occur. We have standard 
emergency procedures for the 
failure of a swing bridge and in 
this instance the bridge failed 
on the opening swing, meaning 
the road had to be temporarily 
closed.

‘In line with standard proce-
dures, Scottish canal operators 
contacted our control room 
to report the fault. If the fault 
cannot be rectified remotely 
using our specialist systems, we 
are required to attend the swing 
bridges within an hour and then 
bring in specialist resources 
as required. On this occasion, 
teams were on site within an 
hour and the issue was solved in 
30 minutes.

‘Traffic Scotland was also 

notified as soon as the fault was 
reported and was displaying 
information on its Twitter page 
and website.

‘We are not able to comment 
on the specifics of the gentle-
man’s claim. However, we feel 
we did everything we could to 
minimise disruption to road 
users. No other complaints 
have been received about our 
handling of the incident.’

BEAR also reminded motor-
ists that bridge improvement 
works at Laggan swing bridge 
and Aberchalder swing bridge 
are currently under way. This 
will involve painting the struc-
tures with a specialist protective 
layer to help prevent the steel-
work from deteriorating.

As part of a £1.2 million invest-
ment from Transport Scotland, 
refurbishment will also take 
place at Invergarry bridge.

Work on all three bridges 
was scheduled to begin last 
Monday, with the work at Inver-
garry bridge taking up to four 
weeks and the improvements 
on Laggan and Aberchalder 
bridges expected to take up to 
10 weeks. The A82 will remain 
open throughout the work with 
temporary traffic lights in place 
at each location for safety.

for each individual, class and 
whole school pictures.

The pupils designed and 
printed out booking forms to 
take home to parents, made 
lists showing who was coming at 
what time and set up a graphical 
code which could be scanned by 
a mobile phone to take people 
straight to a specially-created 
website.

On the chosen day, Iain and 
his colleague John Paul Peebles 
set up the studio in the ‘spare’ 
classroom, while members of 
the pupil council collected those 
to be photographed from their 
classroom or nursery, as well as 
welcoming parents and younger 
brothers and sisters into the 
school, showing them to the 
waiting area and looking after 
them.

Head teacher Carol Divers had 
also suggested taking a whole 
school picture in the playground 
so that children and staff could 

look back in years to come and 
remember the building. The 
weather was cold and wet, but 
once again the pupil council 
helped out by making contin-
uous checks on the weather, 
rushing in to announce a weath-
er window, then helping to set 
up chairs outdoors in just a few 
minutes. This picture was also 
turned into a calendar by Iain 
and John Paul who donated 20 
copies to the school, which the 
children sold at the Christmas 
Fair, raising  an additional £40.

Iain said: ‘The pupil council 
was impressive, so well organ-
ised, polite and enthusiastic.  
It was a great pleasure to work 
with them and they learned 
everything so quickly which was 
a big help. Thank you also to the 
staff and parents for their sup-
port, which allowed the children 
to make their project such a 
success and raise a total of £140 
for the school.’

Corpach couple celebrate diamond wedding
ing and they love spending time 
with the grand-children Laura, 
Grant and Stuart. They have 
even travelled over to Australia 
twice to see that side of the 
family. The party on Boxing 
Day was lovely.  It was great we 
could celebrate on their actual 
anniversary and Mum and Dad 
had a fabulous time. It was really 
nice for them to catch up with 
people they haven’t seen in some 
time and for everyone to wish 
them well.’

Mr and Mrs MacIntyre 
thanked everyone who travelled, 
especially Laura and Rachel 
who came from Perth, and those 
who  helped organise the night.  
They added: ‘Thanks go to 
our son Kenneth and daughter 
Catriona  and the team of secret 
helpers; our nephew Brian for a 
sumptuous buffet and John and 
Stevie of Box of Bananas for 
the superb music. Thanks also 
to Bobby Henderson for all his 
help and Kilmallie Community 
Centre for the use of the hall.’  

Photo project boosts school funds

Third attempt 
at forming Fort 
community council

www.facebook.com/obantimes
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View from the Chamber

EACH new year brings a new 
dynamic to Lochaber Chamber of 
Commerce, with some new board 
members and saying goodbye to a 
few who have given their time and 
leadership.

In 2017, we are happy to welcome 
Peter MacFarlane, managing 
director of Nevis Range, and Matt 
Simpkinson, director of finance at 
West Highland College.  

We look forward to working with 
these great individuals, who govern 
the organisation, uphold its mission 
and assist the Chamber in its work to 
represent its business members.

Peter and Matt join an energetic 

board chaired by Bruno Berardelli, 
managing director of Highland 
Wood Energy; assisted by Donald 
Hind, managing director of Corpach 
Boat Building Ltd; Johny Bell, a 

commercial lawyer with Twin Deer 
Law; Sine Davies, proprietor of 
the West Highland Hotel; Frazer 
Coupland, managing director of No 
Fuss Events; and Steve MacFarlane, 

proprietor of the Glenuig Inn. A co-
lossal thank you to Iain Ferguson, of 
The Write Image, who retired from 
the Chamber board in October 2016 
after many years’ voluntary service 
to the community.

Chamber directors provide leader-
ship and campaign for a continued 
healthy business environment. They 
guide the strategic direction and 
lobby widely to influence changes to 
improve the economic performance 
of Lochaber.

And, finally, a bit of business: if, 
like the Chamber, you received a 
letter from the pensions regulator 
reminding you to set up an auto-
matic enrolment pension for an 
August 1, 2017, starting date and 
would like advice or help, the 
Chamber is running two pension 
workshops. 

To reserve a place, email Lesley 
Benfield, chief executive, at ceo@
lochaberchamber.co.uk.

Peter MacFarlane, left, and Matt Simpkinson joined the Chamber board.

‘Both my roles 
provide me with 
daily challenges’ 
THE OBAN TIMES, in part-
nership with NHS Highland, 
is running a series of articles 
which puts the spotlight on 
people who work in health-
care across our area. Answer-
ing the questions this week 
is Demi Velzian, a mental 
health practitioner with the 
newly established supporting 
self-management service.

Q. What is the supporting 
self-management service?
A. We’re a new service based 
at New Craigs Hospital in 
Inverness that delivers short, 
time-limited interventions for 
people with any mental health 
diagnosis. We deliver four 
skills-based groups over a two-
week period that are focused 
on learning and developing 
life and self-management 
skills such as activities of daily 
living, the stress response and 
a range of ‘decider’ skills de-
signed to equip people to lead 
a less impulsive life. Individ-
uals who use the service will 
also create a self-management 
plan, including a crisis plan to 
use in times of future distress.

Q. How are people referred to 
the service?
A. Anyone who has been 
assessed by a mental health 
professional in either a com-
munity mental health team 
or hospital setting can be 
referred to our service. How-

WHAT’S ON
PARENTS and guardians are 
invited to Bun-Sgoil Ghàidhlig 
Loch Abar's enrolment weeks 
for children starting school in  
August this year. 

The school o�  ce will be open 
between 9.15am to 3pm for 
primary enrolment the week 
commencing Monday January 
30 and for nursery enrolment 
the week beginning Monday 
February 13.  

Parents and guardians 
should bring a copy of their 
child’s birth certi� cate and 
proof of address. 

Anyone with questions 
should contact the school on 
01397 709720 or email bsgla@
highland.gov.uk

GET READY for Mother’s 
Day with a selection of 
handmade gifts from local 
crafters at a craft fair in the 
Salvation Army Hall next 
month.

The fair will take place 
on Saturday February 25 
between 10am and 2pm, 
with hot food and drinks 
available.

THE BRITISH Legion Burns 
supper will be held on Sat-
urday February 4 in the Ben 
Nevis Hotel. 

The event starts at 7pm and 
will feature poems, piping and 
a ceilidh.

COMMUNITY spirit was ‘off 
the scale’ at two music events 
which raised more than £1,500 
to support a Fort William family.

‘Ryan’s Gig’ took place in the 
Crofter Bar last Saturday night, 
January 14. 

Four bands performed and 
instead of buying tickets, revel-
lers were encouraged to make 
a donation to help the family 
of Ryan Whiteford who was 
diagnosed with leukaemia just 
before Christmas.

Brian Jamieson, a family 
friend of the Whitefords, helped 
organise the events and per-
formed with his band Paradox. 

THE INSTALLATION of hazard signs near 
a ‘notorious’ roundabout in Fort William has 
been well received by motorists.

Last Thursday (January 12) The Oban Times 
reported concerns raised by drivers regarding 
the roundabout at Morrisons supermarket 
after a car nearly came off the road because 
of a slippy surface. Signs were in place later 
that day. Callum MacPhee said he had been 
fighting for something to be done on the road 
for more than a year and while he was pleased 
to see some progress had been made, he still 
hopes more will be done. 

Mr MacPhee said: ‘I’ve complained several 
times about this and nothing has been done. 
So after seeing Kelly’s warning [on Facebook] 
and all the comments of cars sliding, I con-
tacted the local MP and to my surprise there 
are now ‘road slippy’ signs at all approaches 
to the roundabout and hopefully an anti-skid 
surface is going to be laid.’

BEAR Scotland, which erected the signs, 
told The Oban Times an investigation to 
improve the surface grip of the roundabouts 
is being made prior to improvements early in 
the next financial year.

Community spirit ‘off the 
scale’ at fundraising gigs

Brian told The Oban Times the 
evenings were a great success 
and that while he could not 
believe people’s generosity, he 
also was not surprised. He said: 
‘The Crofter was rammed and 
the atmosphere was brilliant.

‘It is January, people are 
skint and the weather has been 
rubbish, but everyone was there 
to have a good time and for a 
good cause. The bands were in 
seriously top form so I think 
the crowd were wanting to show 
their support for the family but 
also their appreciation for some 
excellent performances. I’m a 
Glasgow boy but the Fort is my 
home as well and I’m always 
proud to call it that!’

Playing alongside Paradox 

were We are Soul, Cigar Box 
and Soltie Wotaa. 

Another event in MacChuills, 
Glasgow, raised £400, including 
£100 from the bar.

‘A big thank you to MacChu-
ills and the Crofter who also 
added £350 to the pot. I know 
the Whiteford family well and 
although things have been tough 
for them, a couple of days before 
the gig they found out Ryan’s 
leukaemia, which is the most 
treatable form, looks as though 
it is in remission, so the night 
had a sense of celebration about 
it as well.

‘There is a long way to go for 
Ryan but it was really nice to 
have a bit of good news and a bit 
of optimism.’

Cigar Box perform at Ryan’s Gigs in Fort William last weekend. 
Photograph: Abrightside Photography.

ever, we have certain criteria 
that each person must meet in 
order to ensure they can adapt 
to self-management and the 
challenges that come with it. 
Following referral, if appropri-
ate, individuals will be invited 
for a one-to-one consultation to 
orientate them to the service.

Q. Were you working with NHS 
Highland before working with 
this service?
A. Yes, I qualified as a nurse 
a year ago and I have been 
working in the Clava ward at 
New Craigs Hospital, which is a 
dementia assessment ward. 
I attended the University of 
Stirling’s Highland campus and 
secured a job with NHS High-
land after graduating.

Q. How did you fi nd the tran-
sition from being a student to 
working on the ward?
A. I really enjoyed the challenge. 
Working in a dementia assess-
ment ward is very hands-on and 
I have learned a great deal from 
my experienced colleagues. 

It can be emotionally demand-
ing seeing patients at their worst, 
but it also means that I can try to 
help them and their families.

Working in mental health puts 
me and my colleagues in a very 
privileged position.

Q. What attracted you to 
the supporting self-management 
service?

A. I saw the position advertised 
and I have always been interest-
ed in psychological distress, as I 
like the idea of helping people 
on a one-to-one basis as well as 
in a group setting. I still work on 
the ward and both my roles are 
providing me with challenges 
and opportunities to test myself 
on a daily basis.

Q. How do you balance what 
must be two demanding roles?
A. In a normal week, I work three 
days in the supporting self-man-
agement service and the rest of 
the time on the ward, although 
it doesn’t always work out that 
way. I enjoy working across 

different areas of mental health 
and it can only help with my 
own professional development 
as a mental health practitioner, 
as both roles complement each 
other. It means I always have to 
be ahead of the game and let my 
respective line managers know 
where I’m going to be and when.

Q. What are the most rewarding 
elements of your role in support-
ing self-management?
A. It enables me to work with 
people who are at a low point 
in their life as they usually 
come to us when they’ve gone 
through a really difficult period. 
Seeing them being honest and 

open about their struggles 
and being able to help them 
move forward is extremely 
gratifying.

Q. What do you like to do to 
switch off from your work?
A. Working in two jobs 
doesn’t provide me with many 
opportunities to switch off 
completely. However, I like to 
walk my dog and I love pho-
tography. I’ve lived in Inver-
ness since I was six years old, 
having moved with my family 
from Orkney, and there are so 
many picturesque spots across 
the Highlands to indulge in 
both of my favourite hobbies.

Hazard signs welcomed by drivers

Warning signs have been put up at the roundabout near 
Morrisons in Fort William after drivers expressed safety 

concerns. Photograph Abrightside Photography.

MORE than £11,000 has 
been raised from the new 
parking enforcement scheme 
in Lochaber in its first three 
months.

As part of a £550,000 plan 
by the Highland Council, 
parking enforcement officers 
(PEOs) have been patrolling 
Fort William since October 
3, 2016.

Initially only warning no-
tices were issued but after an 
introductory period to allow 
drivers to familiarise them-
selves with the new terms and 
conditions was extended, £60 
fines have been handed to an-
yone caught parking illegally 
since October 24.

Forty-one fines were issued 
during the remainder of 
October. The number rose as 
high as 86 in November and 
fell again to 68 in December.  
Providing all the fines have 
been paid, the penalties 
should have earned the High-
land Council £11,700.

A spokesperson for High-
land Council (HC) explained: 
‘Money raised through the is-
sue of penalty charge notices 
(PCNs) will only be spent on 
maintaining the service and 
any surplus can only be used 
for traffic-related projects. 
Police Scotland will still be 
responsible for reportable 
traffic offences on all roads, 
such as dangerous parking or 
obstruction.’

In Inverness, the number of 
PCNs issued also rose from 
322 in October to 1,030 in 
November before falling to 
593 in December, meaning a 
staggering £116,620 is owed 
to the council. 

While it is unclear whether 
or not the scheme has been 
effective in deterring drivers 
in the Highlands from park-
ing where they should not, the 
HC says overall the response 
has been positive.

The spokesperson added: 
‘Generally the enforcement 
activities have been welcomed 
and we are seeing a reduction 
in parking contraventions.’

Parking 
scheme 
raises 
£11,000

FOLLOWING a number of 
incidents over the weekend, 
police in the Highlands have 
issued advice on car, home 
and personal security.

O�  cers are currently investi-
gating a number of thefts and 
attempted thefts of vehicles, 
of equipment from within 
vehicles in addition to break-
ins and attempted break-ins to 
homes in the Highlands.

For information and advice 
go to the Police Scotland 
website.

Car, home and 
personal security 

FORT WILLIAM Marina 
and Shoreline Company 
(FWMSC) has been shortlist-
ed at the first Scottish SME 
business awards.

The company is up for 
an award in the business 
community initiative of the 
year category with the winner 
announced at an awards cer-
emony in Glasgow in March.

Sarah Kennedy, company 
secretary, told The Oban 
Times: ‘I nominated us not 
thinking we would get any-
where.’

But the public has been vot-
ing for FWMSC over the last 
few months to secure them a 
place in the finals.

Mrs Kennedy continued: 
‘It’s rewarding to have been 
shortlisted because we have 
put a huge amount of effort 
into what we do and it’s nice 
to know we have support and 
recognition from people.’

FWMSC had more good 
news last week as the seventh 
cruise ship booked up to 
come to Fort William.

The MV Hebridean Princess 
will be docking on Wednes-
day March 22 at the town's 
new pontoons, with 50 pas-
sengers and around 38 crew 
disembarking from the ship.

Company 
in running 
for business 
award
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CONCERNS about another 
potential housing development 
in Spean Bridge have been 
voiced at a community council 
meeting.

A proposal to build 10 houses, 
including two affordable ones, 
and a farm shop and cafe north 
west of Mehalah, Tirindrish, 
Spean Bridge, has been submit-
ted to the Highland Council.

But there was apprehension 

Spean Bridge housing concern
from members of Spean Bridge, 
Roy Bridge and Achnacarry 
community council and mem-
bers of the public at the meeting 
where the plans were discussed 
last week.

The 644-square metre farm 
shop was the main cause for con-
cern because of its size and the 
‘green metal external cladding’.

At the meeting, Philip Dart 
noted that while the application 
states the houses are going to fit 
with the appearance of the vil-
lage, it also says the farm shop is 
to be made of corrugated iron.

He said: ‘It’s meant to be a 
farm shop but it sounds more 
like B&Q. Corrugated iron is 
not conducive to a café and 
farm shop, it’s more like a barn.

‘I have questions about the 
viability of a farm shop in the 
village. And what will become 
of that building if it ceases to be 
farm shop because I would hate 
to see it used as anything else.’

Developer of the site, Ross 
MacGregor, responded saying: 
‘We do have plans for this farm 
shop. It’s not going to be a dis-
aster, it will be a success. 

‘We want to work with the 
community council, the public 
and the council. 

‘Is it not a positive thing that 
we can bring more people here 
and that more people will want 
to stay here?’

The community council also 
noted that a 1.8 metre high 
timber fence surrounding the 
development is ‘not in-keeping 
with either surrounding proper-
ties’ and will ‘diminish the visual 
appearance of the development’.

Council chairman John Foth-
eringham added that the vil-

lage’s primary school is already 
at full capacity.

In a letter to the Highland 
Council, the community council 
said: ‘It is forecast that Spean 
Bridge Primary School is likely 
to exceed its current capacity by 
23 per cent in the next decade.

‘Continuing development 
such as this proposal will put 
a further strain on the school 
roll, and any building upgrade 
will need significant investment 
from Highland Council.’

The Highlands and Islands 
Local Development Plan states 

FAMILY and friends came 
together recently to surprise a 
dedicated support assistant who 
was retiring after 31 years.

Doreen Robertson started 
working for the Highland region 
in 1985 and her friends, family 
and colleagues recently cele-
brated her hard work with the 
surprise party in Kilmallie Hall, 
Corpach.

Doreen Robertson 
receives � owers from 
Jackie MacLeod at her 

surprise retirement 
party. Photograph: Anthony 

MacMillan Photography.

the site has a housing capacity 
for eight units, and it was ques-
tioned why the developer has 
submitted plans that includes 10. 

However news of two semi-de-
tached affordable homes was 
welcomed by Mr Fotheringham 
who said the village needs small-
er houses, under the £200,000 
price tag, to attract young peo-
ple to stay in the area.

The community council has 
said it is not against develop-
ment of the site in principle, 
but ‘cannot support the current 
application in its present form’. 

TIMESLINE

Pupil support assistant Doreen retires after 31 years

FOLLOWING the � rst stage 
of the public consultation on 
the review of polling places 
in Highland, the Returning 
O�  cer has published propos-
als and an appeal for further 
responses.

The aim of the review is to 
ensure every elector has ‘rea-
sonable facilities’ for voting 
and that the polling places are 
accessible for everyone. The 
council is keen to hear from 
people with expertise in ac-
cess for people with disability 
on the proposals for changes 
to existing polling places.

Representations can be 
made by post to Election 
O�  ce, Highland Council, 
Glenurquhart Road, Inverness, 
IV3 5NX; by email to election@
highland.gov.uk or by phone 
on 01463 702945. The closing 
date for submissions is 5pm on 
Friday January 20.

COMHAIRLE nan Eilean Siar 
is encouraging the public 
to respond to the Scottish 
Government’s consultation on 
Crown Estate proposals which 
ends on March 29.

Comhairle leader Councillor 
Angus Campbell said: ‘We 
would repeat our calls for the 
Scottish Government to de-
volve Crown Estate powers to 
local authorities, as set out in 
the recommendations of the 
Smith Commission. I would 
encourage all islanders to give 
a clear message they want and 
expect these rights.’

The consultation can be 
found at https://consult.
scotland.gov.uk /crown-es-
tate-strategy-unit/long-term-
management-of-the-crown-
estate and councillor Angus 
Campbell will hold a Facebook 
question-and-answer session 
in February.

 

Review of polling 
places continues

Doreen’s daughter Jane said: 
‘Family and friends travelled 
from Ayr, Bathgate and Edin-
burgh to ensure she took time to 
celebrate her retirement.’

Doreen mainly worked with 
young people with additional 
support needs, spending time 
at Caol nursery and primary 
school, Lochyside Primary 
School, Banavie Primary School 

and finished her career at the 
end of 2016 at Lochaber High 
School.

Daughter Jane told The Oban 
Times: ‘Despite operations 
and two hip replacements, my 
mother remained dedicated to 
the young people with whom she 
worked, retiring only after her 
beloved grand-daughters started 
primary and nursery school.’

Doreen was delighted with 
her party when parents of the 
first pupils she had worked with 
made an appearance. 

Jane continued: ‘What made 
the night all the more emotional 
for mum was the presence of 
the parents of the first pupil she 
worked with and the parents of 
one of her last pupils with whom 
she had worked for many years.’

Views sought on 
estate proposals 

A FORT WILLIAM play park has been dismantled amid safety 
fears.

Work began to remove the children’s play equipment on Lun-
davra Road around the festive period and now a barrier restrict-
ing access has been installed.

The Highland Council told The Oban Times the decision was 
made after representations were made to the local community 
and while this particular park is no longer fit for purpose, chil-
dren will still be able to enjoy play areas nearby.

A Highland Council spokesperson said: ‘This has been the 
subject of considerable consultation and is being dismantled as 
a result of some safety concerns but also parents’ preference to 
see more investment in the Lochaber Crescent play park which is 
very nearby.’

The old play park on Lundavra Road has been dismantled. 
Photograph: Anthony MacMillan Photography.

Playpark dismantled 
amid safety fears

 
 

 

 New Headstones & Memorials 
 A Complete Bespoke Service 

 Additional Inscriptions  
 Cleaning, Re-Lettering & Renovation Services 

 
Visit our new showroom, by appointment only: 

TEL: 01397 701110 
Unit 4, Ben Nevis Industrial Estate, Fort William, PH33 6RU 

Fort William & Lochaber’s Leading Funeral Provider 
24 Hour Caring Professional Service: 

Tel: 01397 701110  10 Battlefield Crescent, Inverlochy, Fort William, PH33 6NB 
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Fascinating insight into St Kilda
JUDGING by the media coverage, the recent re-
discovery of a list of inhabitants of St Kilda in 1764 
has certainly caught the public’s interest. Until late last 
year, the oldest known record of the population dated 
from 1822. The 18th-century private census, which 
was discovered among the papers of Clan Maclach-
lan during cataloguing by the National Register of 
Archives for Scotland (NRAS), shows there were 
90 people on the main island of Hirta in June 1764 
consisting of 38 males and 52 females.

Census records can make dull reading but, unlike 
the 10-year national ones which don’t provide 
any great detail until after 1841, this one is much more 
interesting because it tells us what the people lived on. 
It states that every individual ate 36 eggs and 18 birds 
daily which equates to 3,240 eggs and 1,621 birds be-
ing consumed on the island every 24 hours. A highly 
nutritious diet, no doubt, but a pretty boring one after 
the third day, to say the least. There are only a few 
ways to cook an egg or a fowl and with no deep-fryers, 
microwave ovens, exotic herbs or copious amounts of 
fine wine, even Michael Roux and the participants of 
Master Chef would be pushed to liven up that menu.

In no way can these figures be accurate; they 
must be exaggerated because, no matter how good 
the able-bodied St Kildan men were at scaling the 
cliffs, they would have found it difficult to collect 
a million eggs and half a million birds in one season.

The surnames of the inhabitants in 1764 include: 
MacQueen, Gillies, Morison, MacDonald, Macle-
od, Mackinnon, MacVicar and MacCrimmon. They 
were more than likely the direct forebears of the fam-
ilies mentioned in the 1822 census and of those who 
came ashore at Lochaline in 1930 when St Kilda was 
abandoned.

Of equal, or indeed more, interest is who made the 
census and how did it end up in the Maclachlan family 
papers? Scholars and historians are now pretty sure

Life on St Kilda was harsh, according to the census, 
with a dull, though nutritious, diet.

THE FORT William branch of the Scottish Women’s 
Institute (SWI) recently enjoyed a talk from the chair-
man of Lochaber Geopark.

Jim Blair took a look back at what happened in the 
area millions of years ago, explaining why Lochaber’s 
geology is so special.

As well as Jim’s talk at the January meeting, institute 
members were treated to a view of the landscape not 
been experienced by most people, as Neil Slinger and 
Andrew McMahon brought in pictures taken from 
power hand gliders.

Among the topics discussed at the meeting were how 
volcanoes, seas and ice shaped the Lochaber of today 
and how earth's movement over the millennia has been 
so great that the rocks on each side of Loch Linnhe and 
the rest of the Great Glen are different both in compo-
sition and age.

Mr Blair explained how volcanoes formed Ben Nevis 
and Glencoe and that sand and mud deposits, from long 
gone seas, formed the white rock tip of Stob Ban and the 
slate at Ballachulish.

Hilary Denny from the SWI thanked Mr Blair for his 
interesting and informative talk.

The next meeting is on Monday February 6 at 7.15pm 
in the Montrose Centre, Inverlochy. The speaker will be 
Kenny Laing who will talk about his life as a vet.

LOCHABER band FRAS will play Caol 
Community Centre on Saturday Febru-
ary 25.

Comprised of Angus Binnie from 
Corpach on pipes and whistles, Murdo 
Cameron from Glenelg on guitar, Tam 
‘the banjo’ Kinsella from Arisaig, Kirsten 
MacLeod from Acharachle on accordion 
and Colin Masterton from Ballachulish 

on flutes and whistles, the band prom-
ises a ‘bracing shower of melodies and a 
downpour of thundering rhythm’. Organ-
isers Creel Events, a non-for-profit com-
munity group bringing entertainment to 
small venues in and around Kilmallie, is 
offering a £1 rebate for anyone who walks 
or cycles to the gig. For more information 
email creelevents@gmail.com.

CONGRATULATIONS to 34-year-old Neil Macrae of 
36 Harbour Street, Plockton, who became chief officer 
on Caledonian MacBrayne's boat Finlaggan on January 
11. The boat sails between Kennacraig and Islay.

Manran entertained a large crowd at a dance, organ-
ised by the RNLI, in Kyle on December 28.

The New Year was celebrated in Plockton with a bon-
fire and fireworks. The event was attended by a large 
crowd of visitors and local residents. For the first time 
since the millennium, there was no dance in the village 
hall.

During December, Lochalsh residents were saddened 
by five deaths. In Kyle, Annabel Macleod and Andy 
and Annie Anderson died. In Dronie, John Macrae 
and Catherine Silvester died. Sympathy is expressed to 
relatives.

During December, 7.5 inches of rain fell on Plockton, 
which compared favourably with December 2015 when 
there was 14.5 inches. Rainfall for 2016 totalled approx-
imately 59 inches, compared with 71 in 2015, 69 in 2014, 
and 58 in 2013. The warmest day was 15.6°C and coldest 
night was 2°C.

THE JANUARY meeting of Skye Accordion and Fiddle 
Club, above, saw fewer club players than usual, but the 
same could not be said of the audience.

Held in its usual venue of Portree’s Royal Hotel, a large 
crowd gathered in a packed function room in expectation 
of a great night. And they were not to be disappointed as 
master of ceremonies Jim Campbell called on Sandy Ross, 
with his three-row button box, to start the music, accompa-
nied on piano by guest band member Isobel Harper.

Other local players were Emily Matheson, Matilda McK-
iggan and Ciara MacLean. A spokesperson said: ‘All the 
girls excelled themselves and are to be congratulated on 
taking the stage in front of such a large audience.’

Special guests on the night were the Addie Harper Dance 
Band from Caithness. With Addie was fiddler Caitlin 
Forbes and pianist Isobel Harper. The club is looking 
forward to being entertained by the Lochaber-based Iain 
Joseph MacDonald Band on Thursday February 2.

A SCHOOL has received 
an ‘inspirational’ award in 
recognition of its pupils 
completing 3,000 hours of 
volunteering.

Get Set for Community 
Action was launched to 
empower young people 
aged 14 to 19 to make a 
difference in their local 
communities in the run-up 
to, and during, the Rio 2016 

Kinlochleven High School fourth-year pupils Morgan Nicolson, Holly MacKenzie and Ian MacDonald with their  
awards.

Fort William

Plockton

Caol

Olympic and Paralympic 
Games. Kinlochleven High 
School was one of just 100 
secondary schools across 
the UK selected to take 
part in this national project 
and last week it received a 
plaque and a commemora-
tive book in recognition of 

its outstanding effort. Mrs 
Machin, head teacher, said: 
‘As a very small school, with 
a roll of only 145 pupils, to 
accumulate 3,000 hours of 
volunteering in six months 
was amazing. We thought 
we had already been 
rewarded through the visit 

of double Olympian Craig 
Benson earlier in the year.’

She continued: ‘This 
commemorative plaque 
was a lovely surprise and 
something to look back on, 
remembering not only what 
has already been achieved 
but what goals we aspire to 
next. I am so proud of our 
youngsters.’

Kinlochleven

School volunteers’ effort recognised 

GLEN Spean and Great 
Glen Area marketing group 
is bidding to bag a cash 
boost of up to £5,000 to-
wards its Villages in Bloom 
floral committee.

The floral committee 
hopes to secure either 
£1,000, £2,000 or £5,000 
worth of funding to trans-
form the Old Post Office 
garden into a ‘beautiful 
community space’.

A group spokesperson 
said: ‘This money will be 
used to revitalise a neglect-
ed garden next to the busy 
Spar shop in Spean Bridge.

‘This garden needs a lot of 
work and some professional 
equipment to get it back to 
a standard where volunteers 
can step in and maintain it.

‘It has the potential to be a 
beautiful community space 
where locals and visitors 
can sit for a rest, enjoy a 
takeaway or just bask in 

Christine MacDonald, Sheila MacKinnon and Deneil 
Snaith at the plot in Spean Bridge. Photograph: Abrightside 

Photography.

those rare sunny Lochaber 
days.’

The £5,000 would include 
putting in an arbour seat, 
raised flower beds and a 
secure donation post to 
help generate funds for the 
committee.

The spokesperson con-
tinued: ‘There currently is 
a tiny group of volunteers 
taking on a huge task of 
planting flower barrels 
throughout Spean Bridge 
and Roy Bridge, and main-
taining some gardens. We 
would love to take on more 
if we had the helping hands 
and funds to do it.’

If you would like to get 
involved with the Villages 
in Bloom Floral Committee 
or give a donation please 
call 01397 712684 or email 
secretary@highland-glens.
co.uk 

To vote for Villages in 
Bloom, head to Tesco.

Floral committee 
sets its sights on 
£5,000 for Spean 
Bridge upgrade

SPEAN Bridge, Roy Bridge and Achn-
acarry Community Council met for its 
first meeting of 2017 on Tuesday January 
10.

Items discussed at the meeting included:
The signs the community council had 

requested some months ago for adjacent 
to the Ferguson log yard have now been 
erected.

An offer to have a Transport Scotland 
official attend a future community coun-
cil meeting to discuss road safety was 
accepted.

Emergency culvert replacement work on 
the A86 at both sides of Laggan will mean 
the trunk road will be closed from 7pm 
to 7am next week, beginning Monday 
January 16.

The damaged road sign at the entrance 

to Spean Bridge on the A86 will be re-
ferred to BEAR.

Sergeant Andy Cooper reported that 
the police locally had a fairly busy time 
over the festive season, although there 
was nothing of note in the area, however 
the speeding campaign continues at 
Spean Bridge and Roy Bridge. Drink 
driving offences in the area were probably 
the lowest in recent memory for this time 
of year.

There had been no call-outs for either 
the First Responders or the fire and 
rescue service in the last month. 

Two defibrillators are now installed in 
Spean Bridge and Roy Bridge and train-
ing will be arranged shortly. 

Fire safety visits will also start in the 
coming months.

Skye

Spean Bridge, Roy Bridge and Achnacarry

that it was compiled in connection with Dr John 
Walker’s report on the Hebrides.

In 1764, the SSPCK (the Scottish Society for Prop-
agating Christian Knowledge), the General Assembly 
and the Board of the Annexed Estates, commis-
sioned the Rev Walker, a pioneer of scientific botany 
and geology and minister of Moffat, to investigate 
the state of religion and education in the Hebrides and 
to give an account of the area’s population, natural 
history and the state of manufacturing, agriculture 
and fisheries.

Dr Walker saw the Hebrides just as the ideas of the 
Improvers were reaching them, and his report gives 
a final opportunity to see the basis of the old island 
economy, and the life and conditions on them. He set 
off in the summer of 1764 but did not have sufficient 
time to visit St Kilda, though the island is included 
in his report. He must have received his information 
from others, most likely the ministers of the various 
parishes.

It is interesting that the figure Walker gives for 
the total St Kilda population was 90, a figure which 
matches the number of inhabitants in the census 
taken on June 15, 1764, exactly. Perhaps these details 
have been provided by Alexander MacLeod, formerly 
the schoolmaster at Eynort in the Parish of Bracadale, 
Skye, who was appointed assistant minister on St Kil-
da in June 1763.

So how did the census find its way into the hands of 
the Maclachlans who hailed from Mid Argyll?

The Maclachlans were a scholarly clan and lovers of 
the Gaelic language and literature of the Highlands, 
and were said to be the oldest traceable family left in 
Europe. One of them, John Maclachlan of Kilbride, 
who died in 1803, was a noted collector of manuscripts 
and papers. It just so happened that the wife of the Rev 
Alexander Buchan, St Kilda’s first resident mission-
ary, was a Campbell and related to this distinguished 
family.

It has been suggested to me that although Catherine 
Campbell and her husband lived on St Kilda some 
years before the 1764 census was taken, she main-
tained her links with the island and Argyll after 
her husband’s death. It is not beyond the bounds of 
possibility that she was given the census and passed it 
and other papers to the Maclachlans.

It is interesting to note that a MacCrimmon, pre-
sumably hailing originally from Skye, was enumerated 
in the 1764 census. One wonders if he was a piper and, 
if so, did he take his pipes with him. I haven’t come 
across any references to pipers on the island prior to 
1930.

The sound of the pipes means different things to 
different people. In 1718, Elizabeth Cameron, widow 
of Major Donald Cameron, son of Sir Ewen Cameron 
of Lochiel, submitted a petition to King George 
I complaining that as her husband, a non-Jacobite, 
was lying dying in one room, she was in labour in 
another. Not only had they been robbed by his brother 
and friends but, ‘to compleat the scene of cruelty’, she 
said, ‘a set of bagpipes and drums were ordered to be 
played upon us day and night for some time’.

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

FOLLOWING a board meeting of Balla-
chulish Community Company (BCC), it 
emerged the board would be largely un-
changed for the year through to October 
2017.

BCC is still waiting to see if the Scot-
tish Government will provide funding 
for community projects, including the 
village’s hydro scheme. Meanwhile, other 
avenues of acquiring capital are being 
explored.

The Glenachulish scheme now has 
planning permission, though it is facing 
similar funding difficulties. If it goes 
ahead, BCC will have a five per cent share 
in it and is monitoring the opportunity of 
acquiring a larger community share.

BCC is moving towards collecting 
membership payments through online 
banking. In the meantime, anyone wish-
ing to pay the £5 sum should hand it to a 
board member.

Ballachulish
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ARGYLL & BUTE COUNCIL’S SUPPORTING 
COMMUNITIES FUND 2017/18
Application forms for grants to community organisations are now available. 

They can be accessed by website: https://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/council-and-government/third-sector-grants

phone: 01369 708669

email: communitydevelopment@argyll-bute.gov.uk

Closing date for applications is 10 February 2017.

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

Fish farm operator attacks 
opposition campaign group
LOCH ETIVE fish farm operator 
Dawnfresh has hit out at a ‘privileged’ 
local campaign group after the Scot-
tish Government rejected its appeal 
to use a stretch of shoreline to keep 
and repair equipment.

In January last year, Dawnfresh 
Farming Ltd, one of the UK’s biggest 
fish and seafood producers, applied 
to Argyll and Bute Council for ‘a 
certificate of lawful use of land for the 
maintenance and storage of fish farm 
equipment’ on the banks of its Loch 
Etive trout farm near Inverawe.

But council planners refused 
consent in May, stating: ‘It is not 
considered the 10-year period to 
establish a lawful use of this land has 
been demonstrated on the balance of 
probability.’

Dawnfresh then launched an appeal, 
arguing the site was in consistent use 
for storage and maintenance from 
1974 until August 2015, and ‘that 
clearance of the site in August 2015 
does not constitute abandonment and 
therefore have the effect of breaking 

the continuity of use. The use of the 
site was merely dormant in this period 
and capable of being revived’.

Now a Scottish Government reporter, 
following a site inspection, has upheld 
the council’s ‘well-founded’ decision, 
dismissing Dawnfresh’s appeal.

Dawnfresh farming director Stewart 
Hawthorn expressed the company’s 
disappointment and confusion. 

He said: ‘The area of land in ques-
tion has been used to support various 
forms of fish farming activities for 
more than 40 years.

‘We are disappointed the Scottish 
Government reporter has decided 
Dawnfresh has not supplied sufficient 
evidence to demonstrate this and there-
fore to allow this activity to continue. 
The area does not impact visually on the 
local community or the environment.

‘We don’t understand the reasons 
for this decision and believe the 
reporter has misunderstood our ap-
plication to formalise an activity that 
has been taking place for more than 
four decades. This negative decision 
will impact our ability to operate 
responsibly in the Loch Etive region 
– for example, by preventing routine 
inspection of cages.’

Mr Hawthorn then hit out at the 
campaign group who launched the 
action, claiming it was putting jobs at 
risk, saying: ‘Aquaculture is critical 
to Scotland’s rural economy and 
Dawnfresh is proud to play its part by 
providing long-term, high-value jobs 
directly on Loch Etive and elsewhere, 
as well as through our local supply 
chain,’ he said.

‘This action was initiated by a small 
group of privileged people, many 
not from the area, who I hope will 
reflect on the possible consequences 
of their actions which are putting the 
livelihoods of local working people 
and their families at risk.

‘We will also be discussing this mat-
ter with local officials, councillors, 
MPs and MSPs to determine a con-
structive way forward that protects 
the employment that Dawnfresh 
brings to the area while respecting 
local planning laws and regulations.’

Campaign group Friends of Loch 
Etive (FoLE) ‘warmly welcomed’ 
the government’s ‘ruling against the 
company’s practice of littering the 
shore of Loch Etive at Inverawe with 
industrial equipment used in fish 
farming’.

FoLE spokesperson Guy Linley-Ad-
ams said: ‘Rather than apply for plan-
ning permission in the normal way 
and allow the Loch Etive community 
to have its say, Dawnfresh appealed 
instead to Scottish ministers in Edin-
burgh.

‘FoLE has fought hard against 
Dawnfresh’s activities at the shoreline 
at Inverawe. We are delighted to have 
won another battle against Dawn-
fresh, this time preventing it from 
continuing to blight the shoreline 
at Inverawe with unused fish-farm 
equipment.

‘We will continue to fight against 
Dawnfresh on behalf of the Etive 
community to stop one commercial 
company expanding its industrial fish 
farming operations to the overall det-
riment of the loch and its immediate 
environment. Where necessary, we 
will bring to bear the full weight of the 
law. Loch Etive belongs to the local 
community – not a single business.

‘The council recognised the real risk 
of damaging the landscape of Loch 
Etive and the fragile tourist economy 
upon which the Etive community so 
clearly depend. It should be applaud-
ed for the position it took last year.’

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Dawnfresh has been accused of ‘littering’ the shoreline of Loch Etive.

TIMESLINE

Islanders worried 
by thefts of fuel

Cost of Oban’s new 
marina con� rmed

ISLANDERS on Islay are reporting 
an increased number of fuel 
thefts from storage tanks in 
gardens.

Postmaster Alastair Redman 
said islanders were concerned 
about the rise in crime.

A police spokesman said peo-
ple should take precautions to 
secure their fuel tanks and always 
lock cars and homes.

THE COST of Oban’s planned 
marina and North Pier visitor 
facility will be £3.1 million.

Oban man Ian Dougall has 
campaigned to � nd out the 
level of cash being put into 
Argyll and Bute Council’s � ag-
ship project for some months.

A council spokesman said: 
‘There is an allocation of £3.1 
million in the major capital 
regeneration budget to 
deliver two complementary 
projects – the transit berthing 
facility and the maritime visi-
tor facility.’

Chart-toppers Skipinnish were praised by tourism organisations and fellow musicians after their 
music video was watched more than 200,000 times across 20 or so di� erent online platforms.

The success of the band’s new song Alive saw it take the top spot in the World Music Charts, and 
even rise to number 26 in the UK charts. The song’s video shows west coast islands on a � ne 

day, with a young woman running on the beach. Islanders who provide accommodation said 
they have had an upturn in the number of people booking holidays. Angus MacPhail, a founder 

member of the band, said: ‘Massive thanks to all who have liked, shared and downloaded the 
track. Alive was played on Radio 2 and apparently it even got a mention on Radio 1.’

Skipinnish song races to number one

No guarantees on long-term 
future of hospital services
A PACKED public meeting on 
Friday night seemed to appease 
the public on the future of Lorn 
and Islands Hospital.

However, critics were still not 
convinced the promised ‘open-
ness’ from management would 
materialise and felt they did 
not receive a confirmation that 
services at the hospital would 
continue to be guaranteed.

The meeting was called by 
Oban Community Council 
and chaired by Marri Malloy 
to discuss concerns raised by 
members of the community 
on the ‘decreasing number’ of 
services provided at the facility, 
one of only six rural district 
general hospitals in Scotland of-
fering specialist services across 
the field.

The platform party included 
Christina West, the chief officer 
of Argyll and Bute Health 
and Social Care Partnership 
(HSCP); GP and primary 
care clinical lead Dr Richard 
Wilson; and clinical lead Peter 
Thorpe; alongside Mrs Malloy; 
community council secretary 
Andrew Vennard; and Council-
lor Mary-Jean Devon.

Mrs Malloy said concerns had 
been raised by the community 
about the high number of 
people who have to travel to 
appointments in Glasgow.

A letter by former clinical 
lead at the hospital Andrew 
Henderson was read out stating 
his concerns that the service in 
Oban would be ‘eroded away’ 
and further cuts to services 
should be avoided.

Ms West explained that the 
hospital and community servic-

es provided by the HSCP was 
facing a ‘funding gap’ of £22 
million in the next two years.

In order to develop solutions 
for the shortfall, Lorn and Isles 
Hospital had set up a review 
board which had met twice. 
On both occasions the group 
was considering the services 
that were being provided and 
how they could be made to be 
sustainable.

Mr Thorpe said: ‘The review 
group is not about bed man-
agement or about closing beds. 
It is there to examine how we 
are best to offer the services 
patients need.’

Mr Thorpe confirmed that 
about 50 per cent of patients 
have to travel to appointments 
in the Glasgow area, but he 
was unable to give the number 
of emergency patients taken to 
Paisley or Glasgow.

Concerns were raised at the 
meeting about the recruitment 
of consultants and staff, and the 
openness of the board.

A straw pole of attendees 
confirmed  no-one was aware 
of the review group or its terms 
of reference. Indeed, even 
elected members were unaware 
of who was on the group, and 
one member asked who was 
representing them.

After the meeting Mrs Malloy 
said: ‘The turnout of the public 
was excellent. But in fairness 
they did not know what was go-

ing on before they came to the 
meeting so probably not enough 
relevant questions were asked.

‘I don’t feel the panel were 
pushed hard enough. 

‘The community council  does 
not intend to allow this issue to 
disappear into the hands of a 
select group to make decisions. 
The public have to know what is 
happening to the hospital now, 
not after the review, when it will 
be too late.

‘This is the reason I have 
asked Neil MacKay to lead an 
activist group in the hope that 
this sub group will feed into the 
review group.’

Councillor Elaine Robertson 
told the 500 plus-strong crowd 
at the meeting on Friday that 
she had been asked to take up a 
position on the board. 

It is understood there had 
never been any open elections.

Other board members were 
hand-picked by Annie Macle-
od, locality manager, who was 
unable to attend the meeting 
due to lack of notice from the 
group.

A spokesman for the HSCP 
said: ‘We are committed to 
working closely with the local 
community, staff and other 
stakeholders to ensure that they 
are involved and informed and 
can feedback in to the overall 
process.

‘We will also be setting up 
a local communications and 
engagement group which will 
have wide representation from 
the local community and this 
group will work closely with 
the Project Group in relation to 
engaging with the public.’

� For more go to www.
obantimes.co.uk.

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk
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Days gone by – � shing in 1890

Beachd Ailein Ailean Caimbeul

ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Viewpoint

Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing edi-
tor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body which 
deals with complaints from the 
public about the editorial content of 
newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 
The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend 
or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses 

must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not 

be printed. 
Please write or fax 
to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 
1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

FW

Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

Social media

It is difficult not to feel some sympathy for Richard 
and Carol Peakin, the couple from Durham whose 

journey to Fort William was disrupted by a fault at the 
Laggan bridge (see full story, page 3).

Being visitors to Lochaber and unfamiliar with the 
area, it is understandable that they would have been dis-
tressed by the bridge’s closure. Their anxiety was caused 
by not knowing how long the bridge would remain closed 
and at what time they might reasonably expect to reach 
the hotel they had booked in Fort William – if at all. 

Mr Peakin took the decision to abandon their original 
plans and head for Inverness instead. That, of course, 

resulted in the couple incurring additional expense, 
which they have asked BEAR Scotland to refund, possi-
bly as a donation to charity.

It was hardly BEAR Scotland’s fault that the bridge 
developed a problem. It reacted as swiftly as possible to 
rectify this and inform Traffic Scotland. It says it had 
the bridge back in action within 90 minutes. 

However, the main issue seems to be the lack of infor-
mation surrounding the problem at the time, and given 
the lack of wifi and radio signals in the area, is there 
not a case for putting up a electronic sign or emergency 
phone to keep drivers informed when there is a problem?

Macphail at large

ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk 

JANUARY is the month for music in 
Glasgow and with Celtic Connections 
officially kicking off today, Thursday 
January 19, and getting fully under-
way tomorrow, the city is readying 
itself for an extravaganza of Celtic 
and roots-based music from Scotland 
and around the world.

This weekend there are some par-
ticular West Coast highlights. Mànran 
and Blazin’ Fiddles join forces on Fri-
day to bring the Barrowland Ballroom 
alive and, on Saturday, Shooglenifty 
take the stage of the Glasgow Royal 
Concert Hall’s main auditorium in 
what will be an emotional night as 
they pay tribute to their late colleague, 
friend and founder member, Angus 
Grant Junior. 

On Sunday night this venue also hosts 
the 20th anniversary of Phil Cunning-
ham’s Highlands and Islands Suite, an 
orchestral collaboration with some of 
the country’s top traditional musicians. 
Also on Sunday night, and in the 
Strathclyde Suite of the same building, 
is the Mary Ann Kennedy-directed 
concert, Tiree Song Book. I hope to be in 
the audience for this one, and apologies 
in advance to anyone sitting near by, 
because I may be a bit over excited and 
singing along loudly.

Celtic Connections is the biggest fes-
tival of its kind in the world and it has 
been a great focal point and source of 
energy for traditional music. 

Another Glasgow institution that 

has had a similar positive effect 
on our music is the Park Bar. Last 
Sunday saw the release of an album 
celebrating 50 years of music in this 
famous Highland watering hole.

The Park Bar has given a platform to 
hundreds of Highland bands, singers 
and musicians and been a consistent 
supporter of music since licensing 
laws in Scotland first allowed live mu-
sic to be played back in 1966. Under 
the management of the famous and 
highly respected Terry Ferguson, the 
Park Bar led the way in giving ceilidh 
music a platform in pubs.

There are very few Highland and 
traditional musicians who have not had 
a helping hand in their career by getting 

the opportunity to take the stage in the 
Park. Encouraged by the then manager 
Iain MacLeod (Sgadan), Andrew and 
myself performed there before we had 
even thought of a name for our band. 
The current boss, Nina Steele did the 
same for Martin and Daniel Gillespie 
of Skerryvore, and long before that 
Campbell Brown of Gunna Sound 
and countless other young performers 
received a similar boost.

The CD is a fine representation of 
the entertainment that has featured in 
the venue over its musical lifetime. It 
features two tracks from the legendary 
Donald McRae, who is undoubtedly the 
artist most strongly associated with the 
Park, having performed there for the 
entire 50 years celebrated by the album. 

Donald is one of the country’s top 
Gaelic singers and gave a foundation 
of song accompaniment to countless 
accordion players, myself included. 
The 2/4 Marches from Willie Camer-
on, the opening set from Trail West, 
and Robert Robertson’s stunning 
delivery of Gruagach Òg an Fhuilt 
Bhàn were all stand-out tracks.

When you walk into the Park, you 
instantly feel at home. Nina, her sister 
Winnie, the staff and the customers 
are like a family to people from the 
Highlands and Islands in Glasgow. 

That feeling of ‘Celtic connection’ 
is evoked beautifully throughout this 
entire CD.
� Glasgow Letter – page 13.

Macphail at largeMacphail at large

The pledge given by MSP Michael 
Russell to continue to � ght the ‘in-
justice’ visited upon Connel woman 
Ann Colthart by Argyll and Bute 
Council’s planning department and 
committee drew widespread praise.
Cameron Anson criticised: ‘ “Ach, aye, 
it’s against the rules but it’s only a wee 
bit against the rules so it’s � ne really. 
Move on. Stop asking questions.” Fail-
ure to acknowledge their own incom-
petence and supporting developers 
over the public has now set a very 
dangerous precedent. From now on, 
why should anyone follow planning 

regulations if the Council are willing to 
ignore them? Sadly, whilst disgraceful, 
it’s not surprising. The PPSL Committee 
aren’t refusing to accept that they have 
made a monumental error. The issue is 
that they don’t believe they have done 
anything wrong. They � outed their 
own regulations in favour of a large 
developer over one of their electorate 
despite being shown evidence of 
the mistakes and receiving strong 
opposition from the community. It’s 
scandalous.’
Hamish Kirk quipped: ‘A and B Council 
never make mistakes. It is our duty to 

OBEY our masters! They really are a 
hopeless case!’
Garry MacAllister commented: ‘Ma-
cleods and the council make the rules 
up themself.’
Kathleen Ferguson posted: ‘Found a 
solution???? They must think we � oat-
ed down the Clyde on a water biscuit....
Such complacency from a bunch of 
corrupt and ignorant idiots .A and B 
Council certainly don’t do themselves 
any favours.I can’t believe they believe 
their own incompetence is ok.’
Hannah Elizabeth Fisher wrote: ‘Dis-
gusting behaviour!’

THA MI AIR SGRÌOBHADH uair 
neo dhà roimhe mu ar n-eòlas teagh-
laich air buaidh oillteil an tinneis 
alzheimer’s, an tinneas as bitheanta a 
tha ag adhbharachadh boile (demen-
tia). Chan eil leithid ann ri “tinneas 
math” ach saoilidh mi gum bheil boile 
a tha a’ bleith air falbh cuimhne, tu-
igse, ciall, agus cothrom bodhaig, cho 
sònraichte dòrainneach fhulang agus 
fhaicinn ri tinneas a th’ ann. Tha an 
euslaint seo a’ goid air falbh neach air 
an robh càirdean eòlach agus gaolach, 
agus a’ fàgail choigreach ann an cruth 
an neach sin.

Coigreach aig nach eil cuimhne, 
aithne, neo tuigse sam bith orra. 

Bho chionn greise a-nise tha dotaire-
an air a bhith làidir den bheachd gum 
bheil cuid de chleasan spòrs anns 
am bheil cluicheadairean a’ faotainn 
bhuillean mun cheann buailteach cur 
ri cunnart gun tig boile air na daoine 
sin. 

Tha an aon seòrsa fianais air tighinn 
à rannsachaidhean co-cheangailte 
ri buaidh cuid de dh’obair shaigh-
dearachd. Tuigear mar sin carson a 
bhiodh sabaid-dhòrn (dòrnadh, neo 
dòrnachadh, mar a theirte uaire-

igin!), rugbaidh, agus ball-coise 
fo amharas sònraichte, ged a tha 
caochladh chleasachd eile leithid 
iomain fon phrosbaig cuideachd. Tha 
luchd-riaghlaidh rugbaidh am measg 
cuid de spòrsan a tha toirt taic dha 
obair-rannsachaidh air alzheimer’s 
ach tha gearain a’ fàs a thaobh ‘s nach 
eil ball-coise, an spòrs as beartaiche 
dhiubh sin air fad ann am beachd 
mhòran, idir a’ dèanamh gu leòr. 

Tha e follaiseach carson a bhiodh 
luchd-rannsachaidh airson cuim-
seachadh gu sònraichte aircluic-
headairean a tha ealanta leis na 
buillean-cinn, a tha cho deatamach 
anns an spòrs seo ach a dh’fhaodadh 
aig an aon àm a bhith gan dochann 
gun fhiosta dhaibh. Ged a dh’iarradh 
cuid cur às dha buillean-cinn gu tur 
ann am ball-coise, saoilidh mi nach 
gabh sin dèanamh ann an gèam sam 
bheil an cleas seo air a bhith cho fada 
na chomharra air sàr ealantas chluic-
headair, gun iomradh air na tadhail a 
bhuannaich leithid de bhuillean.

Mar a bhiodh dùil, tha rannsachadh 
a’ dol air adhart gus feuchainn 
ri tuigse agus leigheas a lorg air 
alzheimer’s ach tha feum daonnan air 

barrachd taic ionmhais gus an obair a 
ghreasad, agus ma tha ceàird neo cur-
seachad àraid a thathas den bheachd a 
tha a’ cur ris an èiginn, tha fhios gum 
biodh e iomchaidh agus ceart gun 
cuireadh iad sin taic ri iomairt gus 
faothachadh a lorg. Saoilidh mi gum 
bheil dleastanas moralta air saoghal 
ball-coise taic a thoirt, oir mar a tha 
fìor a thaobh iomadh tinneis, tha 
mìltean a gheibheadh buannachd 
an-dràsta fhèin gun ghuth air gineala-
ichean a tha ri tighinn!

IRRESPECTIVE OF WHETHER 
one accepts evidence linking contact 
sports such as boxing, rugby and 
football to increased risk of dementia, 
most reasonable people accept that 
a cure for this tragic wasting illness 
could prevent thousands from suffer-
ing.

Heading is a measure of talent in 
football, widely recognised as one 
of the wealthier sports, and it surely 
has a moral responsibility to support 
alzheimer’s research.

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

People and wildlife 
are not in con� ict
Sir,
I was really sad to read that local MSP 
Kate Forbes thinks that the Highlands 
can either accommodate wildlife or 
young couples, but not both (‘A gen-
eration at risk, warns MSP’, The Oban 
Times, January 5). 

Generations of Highland culture 
have appreciated our very special 
environment. So does our modern 
tourist industry, where thousands 
come to our area to enjoy the very 
‘artefacts’ that Ms Forbes dismisses. 

Clearly, she is just not correct; peo-
ple are not an endangered species, 
either in the Highlands or anywhere 
else in the world. 

Although it is accepted that in our 
area there is a lack of housing for cer-
tain needs, there are plenty of places 
where homes can be built where they 
do not clash with wildlife. Sensitive 
planning can easily accommodate 
both people and wildlife, and it is 
unhelpful of Ms Forbes to set them up 
in opposition to each other. 

For what it’s worth, at a recent local 
planning meeting, Highland planners 
stated that 95 per cent of planning ap-
plications in Highland are approved, 
which doesn’t sound particularly 
‘draconian’.  

As our MSP, Ms Forbes has a res-
ponsibility to address the many real 
issues that affect young people. Con-
flict with wildlife is not one of them.

Susannah Calderan,
Canal House, Banavie, 
Fort William.

Gaelic signs serve 
very little purpose
Sir,
I was pleased to note some interest 
in my recent letter on the subject of 
Gaelic bilingual trunk road signs. 

D MacKenzie of An Gearasdan ap-
pears unwilling to accept that the sole 
purpose of road signs is to provide 
clear direction to road users. Given 
that just 0.5 per cent of the population 
claim Gaelic literacy, obstructing 
essential information needlessly 
and depleting the trunk road repair 
budget by millions of pounds remains, 
in my view, an absolute disgrace.

John Carmichael, commenting on 
the length of some Gaelic place name 
versions, has my sympathy. One near-
by road sign increased in size by 500 
per cent so I am only too well aware 
of the massive hoardings now with us.

An official survey into attitudes 
towards Gaelic concluded: ‘The key 
challenge is not so much to increase 
awareness of Gaelic generally, given 
that it is already high, or indeed to 
do more to relate Gaelic to traditions 
and culture, but rather to promote the 
relevance of Gaelic to Scotland as a 
whole.’ 

The new road signs failed miserably 
to enhance the tourist experience and 
raising awareness of Gaelic in this 
manner has now been confirmed as 
serving little practical purpose. 

I fervently hope Gaelic can survive 
as a working language in these 
troubling times but much more must 

be done urgently to encourage and 
engage in the spoken word, no matter 
how little or grammatically adrift 
‘Gaelic Smatters Matter’. 

Lewis Morrison, 
Beregonium, Benderloch.

MORE than half a century ago the 
Irish tackled the problem of road 
signs head-on, with an obvious – and 
perfect – solution. Simply use a clearly 
different font for each language.

First, though, it’s best to decide 
which language is to appear first on 
the signboard – and stick to this. 

The reader soon becomes accus-
tomed to quickly spotting the lan-
guage they want to see. 

 Visit Ireland to see for yourself how 
effective this is.

I can understand why nobody has 
thought of doing this in Scotland 
because we suffer from the same 
problem here in North Wales.

Geoffrey Tyson,
Capel Garmon, North Wales.

Neigh-bours are 
re-united by horse
Sir,
My beautiful big horse Riley broke 
into my feed shed and ate some 
chicken food. He became desperately 
ill with colic and then laminitis. Just 
before New Year, after three days and 
three vet visits, he became life-threat-
eningly ill.

Very late at night the vet was called. 
I didn’t hold out much hope but the 
young vet appeared and quickly set 
to work. He toiled diligently into the 
night and came back at first light the 
next day to see my poorly but more 
stable horse.

It’s still early days for Riley’s recov-
ery, but all signs are good and he’s 
back to his quirky self.

But the strange thing is that I and 
the young vet started to talk about the 
weather and he said he lived outside 
Forfar and there had only been a light 
sprinkling of snow. To which I said: 
‘Oh, my mum lives in Fort William 
and she has four inches.’

He stopped in his tracks and said: ‘I 
don’t believe it. I’m from Inverroy by 
Roy Bridge.’

So, the lovely young vet who came to 
our rescue that night, now living hun-
dreds of miles from home, was treating 
the horse of a woman, also hundreds of 
miles from home, and they only lived 
about 10 miles apart when they were 
growing up. So, just to say a massive 
thank you to vet, Robert Strachan.

Susan Duncan and Riley,
Arbroath. 

Dunbeg community 
views being ignored
Sir,
I attended the drop-in consultation 
that Link had in Dunbeg school. 

What struck me was that they appear 
not to have listened to – or, maybe 
more truthfully, totally ignored – what 
the Dunbeg community has been 
saying for more than three years: ‘No 
houses without proper road access 
and an upgraded school.’

The situation we find ourselves in is 
as follows: Dunbeg has an excellent 
school which is now at capacity, just as 
we predicted many years ago. There 
are no plans to extend the school.  

Planning has allowed 75 houses to 
be built with part of the access road to 
the houses not owned by the council. 
This road is now falling apart and has 
no pavement to connect with the rest 
of the village. The road access in the 
interim being suggested would appear 
to be via Kirk Road but no detailed 
plans were seen for this. 

Dunbeg has been asking for a 
roundabout at the main road junction. 
Cars are forced to stop on the main 
road coming from Oban when cars try 
to access Meadow Road. 

It is clear that we in Dunbeg need to 
see detailed plans for road access and 
for provision at the school and it would 
seem that the only way forward for 
our village is to oppose any further, 
much needed, housing. No doubt this 
will be discussed at the next sched-
uled meeting of Dunbeg Community 
Council on  Monday February 13 at 
7.30pm in Dunbeg Church. 

Bill Harvey, 
Castle Road, Dunbeg.

It is time to abandon 
failing bins system
Sir,
I read with interest your article 
‘Rubbish row rumbles on’ (The Oban 
Times, January 5).

The solution suggested for more and 
larger green bins fails to address the 
real problem. Unrecycled material 
means, in all cases, food waste, used 
sanitary products, used nappies and 
cat litter, and, in some cases, used in-
continence pads and wound dressings. 
All plastic bins take on the ambient 
temperature and, in summer, are fre-
quently hot to the touch. This makes 
them perfect incubators for germs, 
and these will be beside houses and 
play areas.

Increasing the size and number of 
bins is, I believe, a criminal aban-
doning of a public health duty. At the 
very least, the ‘clean’ bins with washed 
plastic and cardboard may be emptied 
every three weeks but the ‘dirty’ bins 
must be emptied fortnightly. A much 
better idea would be abandoning this 
schedule and reverting to the old 
weekly uplift.

Robert H Davidson,
Breadalbane Mews, Oban.

Sir,
Local councils maintain that cutting 
down on the number of rubbish bin 
uplifts is not about saving money but 
rather about encouraging recycling.

Having just returned from Auckland, 
New Zealand, I was impressed by the 
system they use in that country.

Both bins are lifted regularly (in this 
case weekly) but the general rubbish bin 
is between half and three quarters the 
size of the recycling bin.

This encourages everyone to try to 
recycle as much of their rubbish as 
possible. There is no complexity, no fuss 
and everyone is reasonably happy being 
involved in a manageable scheme.

Alec Chasemore,
Bruichladdich, Islay.

This week’s trip down memory lane takes us all the way back to the 19th century and depicts an Argyll � shing party on 
the shores of Loch Katrine in 1890. Photograph courtesy of Iain Thornber .

Robert Robertson gave a stunning 
performance on Sunday. 
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Charity push inspired by brave 
Laura raises whopping £20,000
A CHARITY auction and 
ceilidh at North Connel Hall 
raised £20,000 for CLIC Sar-
gent and the Antony Nolan 
Trust, plus £1,200 more for 
the Glasgow Children’s Hos-
pital Charity.

The inspiration behind the 
November event is local teen-
ager Laura Campbell, who was 
diagnosed with leukemia for 
the third time in her life. 

But thanks to a stem cell 
donor, she underwent a bone 
marrow transplant in October.

Last year Laura and her 
friends began a campaign 
to recruit more lifesaving 
blood donors to enlist on the 
Anthony Nolan stem cell 
register, and many fundraised 
for CLIC Sargent, which 
supports young cancer suffer-
ers.

John Sweeney, watch man-
ager for Oban’s Scottish Fire 
and Rescue Service, said an 
incredible 212 people had 
joined the register as a result of 
the campaign, and, with each 

entry costing £70, the ceilidh 
will cover the costs.

Everything at the event was 
donated for free, including the 
hall, food and music. 

Raffle gifts raised £4,000, 
while the auction raised more 
than £5,000. Local primary 
school children also baked 
cakes to sell around North 
Connel, raising £150, and an 
anonymous benefactor posted 
organisers a £5,000 cheque.

A raffle earlier in the month 
at Poppies Garden Centre near 
Dunbeg, organised by owners 
Gary and Marion McPherson, 
also raised £640 towards the 
total.

‘We started off aiming for 
£5,000,’ said fundraiser Archie 
Cameron, ‘then we got a do-
nation of £5,000, which set us 
up for £10,000, and it just kept 
going. We didn’t know where to 
stop.’

Laura’s grandfather, Ronnie 
Campbell, thanked all those 
who donated and fundraised, 
in particular Archie, without 
whom, he said, the ‘amazing’ 
event would not have hap-
pened.

Members of Laura Campbell’s family and fundraising team present their cheques totalling £21,200. Left to right, Bel Cameron, Gail Cameron, 
Anne McFadyen, Royal Hospital for Children clinical nurse Jane Belmore, Archie Cameron, Joyce Brown of CLIC Sargent, Gary McPherson, Laura 

Campbell, Gemma Macdonald, Isobel Campbell, John Sweeney, Rhoda Campbell and Donnie Campbell.

Are Argyll’s roads the worst in Scotland? Why we are driven to distraction
Calum Fox, taxi driver from 
Oban:
‘If you look around the tra�  c 
lights around Tesco, they are 
absolutely shocking. They keep 
� lling it up with tar and it just 
keeps coming out. We got a 
� at tyre because of a pothole. 
On Hazeldean Crescent, the 
bottom of the car is hitting the 
road. It would harm lots of the 
cars. Shock absorbers get done 
more than before. One driver 
at the turn-o�  at Fearnoch 
went into a massive pothole 
and broke his drive shaft. It 
was a week in the garage 
during Christmas which was the 
busiest period.’

Anonymous taxi driver, 
Oban:
‘I think Oban has the worst 
– especially the town centre. 
You are continually going in 
and out of potholes. One of my 
tyres burst. One bit by the high 
school has been like that for a 
year. It’s really bumpy – people 
are getting thrown about. I 
have to keep apologising. We 
are absolutely sick of it.’

Mick Cox, from the Midlands, 
now living on Barra:
‘I would dispute that. The roads 
are generally, considering the 
weather and miles and miles of 
roads, fantastic. Any city in the 
Midlands is full of potholes.’

Charmaine White, Lochawe:
‘The potholes are massive. 
There are a few between here 
and Lochawe you can lie 
down in. In Japan, a protester 
had a bath in one. I’m feeling 
quite inspired, but it’s too cold 

here. The narrowness of the 
lanes on the tighter corners 
too – I have hit quite a few wing 
mirrors.’

Anonymous, Oban: 
‘The bit by the tra�  c lights by 

the high school is dreadful 
because it is full of potholes. 
We are shaken all over the 
place. It is the same every 
winter. They seem to be in 
signi� cant places that you 
cannot avoid.’

Marri Malloy, chairperson, 
Oban Community Council:
‘Soroba Road is an absolute 
disgrace. There is one pothole 
at the bottom of Lonan 
Drive that has been there for 
a year.’

Roads need £11 million in investment

Planning department ‘not fi t for purpose’

WHILE the roads around Argyll 
and Bute are officially the worst in 
Scotland, the local authority is in the 
top five most improved networks in 
the country, a report to councillors 
will show.

The Annual Status and Options 
Report, which looks at the roads 
network throughout Scotland, will 
be discussed at a meeting of the 
Developement and Infrastructure 
Committee that meets today, Thurs-
day.

It states: ‘Despite recent invest-
ment, our roads are still in the 
worst condition of all authorities 
in Scotland, emphasising the need 
for continued funding to improve 
standards.’

It is outlined in the report that the 
health and safety of roads will be at 
risk if investment is not maintained 
to a high level.

The report outlines the current 
council roads strategy which shows 
that instead of continuing a roads 
reconstruction programme, it will 
instead use ‘cost-effective treat-
ments such as surface dressing’.

The report states: ‘These treatments 
will target areas in the earlier stages of 
deterioration and help seal cracks and 
prevent water ingress (main cause of 
deterioration) to protect the previous 
investment ... until such times as more 
robust treatments can be afforded.’

The report shows that without £11 
million worth of investment over the 
next 20 years, it will be unlikely the 
standard of the roads will meet the 
national status.

If the investment was made it would 
see the roads match the best roads in 
Scotland in 10 years and then surpass 
them in 20 years.

The report confirms: ‘The council 
has made an investment of £30 million 
in the past four financial years which 
has improved the overall condition of 
our roads network.’

The local authority has said it has 
upgraded 400 miles of roads in Argyll 

and Bute, representative of around 45 
per cent of A roads and 35 per cent of 
B roads.

The report does not take into 
account the unique nature of Argyll’s 
roads but the local authority said: ‘... 
some of our roads are in a red con-
dition when they are, in fact entirely 
serviceable.’

To mitigate the rising costs of the 
roads network, the local authority 
says it will ‘closely monitor the 
financial forecasts and explore 
partnership working opportunities 
to generate income which can be 
re-invested in our roads’.

Councillors will be asked to 
endorse the annual status plan and 
look towards establishing a mul-
ti-authority organisation (Northern 
Collaboration) to look at roads 
throughout the Highlands and Is-
lands on a collaborative basis.

CONFIDENCE has been lost in 
Argyll and Bute Council’s planning 
department, Connel Community 
Council reported at its meeting, 
after a planning mistake resulted 
in a house being built too close to a 
former teacher’s home in the village.

The Planning, Protective Services 
and Licensing Committee voted five to 
four at a public hearing on November 
3 to mitigate the nine-metre shortfall 
and privacy issues suffered by Ann 
Colthart by frosting and removing 
windows and erecting a hedge.

Connel Community Council sec-
retary Roger Ashforth, in a letter to 
Argyll and Bute Council’s executive 
director of development and infra-
structure Pippa Milne, wrote that its 
November meeting was ‘universally 
critical’ of the planners’ performance.

Community members deemed the 

department ‘not fit for purpose’, and 
claimed ‘scrutiny applied to planning 
proposals by individuals as opposed 
to those of developers appeared not 
to be consistent’. The letter also cited 
‘the general perception’ the hearing 
decision was ‘a miscarriage of justice’.

Mr Ashforth said the ‘series of 
errors indicate the planning depart-
ment lost control of the monitoring of 
the site. The question now arises how 
it can avoid repeating these mistakes 
and restore public faith. There needs 
to be an open and transparent review 
to check it is “fit for purpose”.’

Responding, Angus Gilmore, the 
council’s head of planning and regu-
latory services, assured ‘the depart-
ment is fit for purpose’, asserting it 
‘scored very well’ in the Scottish Gov-
ernment’s independent evaluation, 
demonstrating ‘continuous improve-
ment and performance considerably 
above the national average’.

Mr Gilmore added: ‘Confidence in 

the department has been affected by 
the processing of the planning appli-
cation at St Oran’s Place, Connel.

‘This is unfortunate but I give you 
my assurance all developments, appli-
cants and members of the public are 
treated with parity and comparable 
scrutiny. There is total transparency 
to the planning process.

‘I appreciate the decisions of the 
planning officers and planning 
committee have not been to the 
satisfaction of the community council 
but they followed a robust decision-
making route, in the view of all the 
facts, that cannot be considered a 
“miscarriage of justice”.

‘A public and personal apology has 
been made to Ms Colthart due to the 
shortcomings of council officers. The 
site adjacent to Duriehill has been 
earmarked as a development site 
for almost a decade and the outlook 
would always have been altered.’

On behalf of Ms Colthart, Maud 

Marshall told the The Oban Times 
the council’s chief executive Cleland 
Sneddon visited her Duriehill home 
last Friday to add a personal apology.  

Ms Marshall said: ‘Ann explained 
the effect the errors have had on her 
life these past eight months and on 
her enjoyment of her home of over 30 
years. 

‘He was open to seeking an accept-
able way forward which would avoid 
the last resort option of legal action 
that, as he said “would be in no-one’s 
interest”.’

Ms Colthart added: ‘I appreciate the 
time Cleland Sneddon took on Friday. 
I think he understood how awful 
things have been for me. 

‘I’m still not ruling out legal action, 
but I can say we agreed to look at any 
possibilities available to bring this 
unhappy state of affairs to a mutually 
acceptable close. 

‘I will be writing to him shortly with 
my ideas.’

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Budget 
process 
a ‘sham’

Ferry service 
is suspended

AN OBAN councillor has 
condemned the local authority’s 
annual budget consultation, 
claiming it was a ‘sham’.

Councillor Julie McKenzie, of 
Oban North and Lorn, has been 
vocal on social media on the 
consultation.

Ms McKenzie was part of the 
SNP administration opposition 
group who approved the ques-
tions in the Argyll and Bute 
Council papers on Thursday 
November 24 but wanted to 
make clear it was a ‘survey’ 
rather than consultation.

Mrs McKenzie told The Oban 
Times: ‘The consultation is a 
sham.’

On social media Mrs Mc-
Kenzie said: ‘Consultation is 
a complete misnomer for this 
ridiculous survey!

‘It’s no more than a box ticking 
exercise by the current council 
administration to allow them to 
place blame for cuts choices with 
the public when they announce 
the budget in February.

‘If it’s anything like last year 
they will know exactly which 
vital services they are cutting 
already.’

Last week Argyll and Bute 
Council told The Oban Times: 
‘The consultation started at the 
end of November and finished 
on January 9.

‘It is too early to report on the 
number of responses we have 
received as we are still in the 
process of gathering the findings 
from a range of sources, in-
cluding our libraries, customer 
service points, the council web-
site and those which have been 
returned by post. 

‘We would like to thank every-
one who took time to respond.’

FERRY passengers intending 
to travel between Lochboisdale 
and Mallaig next week, from 
January 23, are being advised 
that the service is being sus-
pended for a short period due 
to essential maintenance on the 
MV Lord of the Isles. 

The vessel will depart from 
Lochboisdale on schedule for 
Oban at 6am on Monday Janu-
ary 23 then sail on from Oban to 
Greenock for repairs which have 
arisen following the discovery of 
a thinning section of steelwork.

Additional early morning and 
late evening services are being 
put in place on the Sound of 
Barra while the repair work is 
carried out.

Calum Fox. Mick Cox. Marri Malloy.

The council will 
closely monitor 
the � nancial 
forecasts 
and explore 
opportunities”

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk
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Sport

Swimming

10-pin bowling

Cycling

Boxing

Football

Lotto

Top quality sparring for young 
Phoenix boxers

THE LAST six months as an 
affiliated club has brought 
great success as well as a very 
busy schedule for the Lochaber 
Leisure Centre swimmers.

The swimmers have travelled 
to Buckie, Tain, Inverness, Stir-
ling and Aberdeen competing in 
training days and galas.

Swimmers Jenna MacLean 
and Evie-Jay Clark managed 
to get four of the qualifying 
times required to join the 
Scottish Regional Development 
Programme and they attended 
training sessions in Aberdeen.

A spokesperson for the club 
said: ‘It was a positive experi-

FORT William’s away match 
against Nairn County was 
called off at the weekend.

The game was postponed due 
to the pitch being frozen after 
hard frosts all week.

Next up for the Fort is a 
home game against Forres 
Mechanics on Saturday at 
Claggan Park. 

THE winning numbers for 
the Caol Community Centre’s 
bingo lotto for the draw on 
Sunday January 15 were 5, 16 
and 17. There were no winners 
so the draw is up to £400 for 
the next draw this Sunday.

Winning lotto numbers 
for the Caol Regeneration 
lotto on January 12 were 5, 
10 and 18. Nicola Bowie and 
Bryan Garrick shared the £500 
jackpot, so it’s back to £100 for 
today’s draw (January 19).

The jackpot for the Fort 
William Golf Club lotto is 
up to £800 for today’s draw. 
The winning numbers for last 
Thursday’s draw were 7, 14 and 
20 but there were no winners.

The winning numbers for the 
Ballachulish shinty lottery draw 
on January 15 were 6, 7 and 17. 
There were no winner so the 
jackpot is up to £600 for next 
week’s draw.

Pre-season training begins for Kilmallie Shinty Club. Photo: Abrightside Photography

AFTER week eight of the 
Lochaber Building Supplies 
10-pin bowling leagues at the 
Nevis Centre in Fort William, 
Alleycats remain in the lead 
of the scratch division with 32 
points after beating second 
place team British Legion Fort 
William 5-0.

British Legion Fort William 
stay second on 26 points. The 
Shambowls are in third place 
on 23 points. The handicap 
division is much tighter where 
British Legion Fort William 
remain on top with 26 points 
despite going down 5-0 to 
Alleycats. They are followed by 
The Shambowls in second place 
on 23 points and Alleycats are 
next on 22 points.

Individually, the best game 
in week seven was a 183 from 
Tony Whitelocke, Alleycats. He 
swept the board with the top 
handicap game of 219, the top 
two-game scratch series of 345 
and the top two-game handicap 
series with 417.

The best team scores of the 
week came from Alleycats, who 
had the top scratch game of 579 
while Don’t Give A Split had 
the top handicap game of 762, 
the top two-game scratch series 
of 1,120 and the top two-game 
handicap series of 1,514.

The top scratch averages are 
currently held by Pam Weller 
(Alleycats) with 162 followed 
by Tony Whitelocke (Alleycats) 
with 157 and Ben Weller (Don’t 
Give A Split) on 151.

LOCHABER Phoenix Boxing 
Club continued with prepara-
tions for the various upcoming 
national championships by 
taking six of their boxers to 
Sheffield and Motherwell last 
weekend as they spent three 
days sparring with top quality 
opponents.

The Lochaber boxers who 
made the trip were 10-year-old 
Josh Dieguno, Max Derbeno-
vs, 12, Cameron Whyte, 14, 
Robert MacDonald, 15, Ross 
McConnell, 15, and Shaun 
Wallace, 16.

Friday and Saturday were 
spent at the world famous Ingle 
gym, home of Prince Nadeem 
Hamed, Johnny Nelson and 
current world welterweight 
champion Kell Brook, among 
others.

While the boxers from both 
clubs spent hours each day 
trying to knock lumps out of 
each other, between rounds 
and before and after training 

Alleycats 
whitewash
British Legion

Fort William game 
is frozen o� 

Club lottery 
numbers

Winners of the Stevie Martin trophy awarded to the swimmers of 
the year were Lyall Morris from Ardnamurchan High School and 

Evie-Jay Clark from Inverlochy Primary School.
Photo: Abrightside  Photography

Young Lochaber boxers are, back row, left to right, Robert MacDonald, Cameron Whyte, Shaun 
Wallace and, far right, Ross MacConnell; and, front row, left to right, Max Derbenovs and Josh 

Dieguno with, back row, second from right, Junior Witter, who has held multiple light-welterweight 
championships including the World Boxing Council title from 2006 to 2008.

the time was spent gaining 
new friends.

Former WBC light-welter-
weight champion of the world 
Junior Witter was one of the 
head amateur coaches at the 
Ingle gym so the boys got to 
meet him and the man who 
started the ball rolling with what 
is commonly held to be a boxing 
institution, Brendan Ingle.

Now in his seventies, Brendan 
is still in the gym every day of 
the week watching the amateur 
and professional boxers train-
ing.

Indeed, Lochaber’s Cameron 
Whyte was given a huge acco-
lade by this legend of the sport 
when he urged everyone of the 
gym to give Cameron a round 
of applause after a particularly 
impressive round of sparring.

Sunday saw Lochaber Phoenix 
back in Scotland, at the Kier 
Hardie gym in Motherwell, 
where boxers from the host 
club and Irvine Vineburgh and 

Barrhead were also present to 
engage in a spirited sparring 
session.

Club coach Charlie Anderson 
was delighted with the progress 
and attitude shown by the local 
boxers over the course of the 
weekend saying: ‘We really 
wanted the boys to get some 
rounds in the bank while we 
were away to help with sharpness 
and stamina and also to give the 
less experienced boxers a look 
at how to conduct yourself when 
you are competing away from 
home and everything that going 
to a championship entails.

‘We were delighted with the 
application of all the boys and 
they really were a credit to 
themselves. This trip will have 
enhanced the chances at the 
championships of all the boys 
who were in attendance and 
we’re really looking forward to 
the rest of the season.’

‘This trip will have enhanced the chances
at the championships of all the boys who 
were in attendance and we’re really
looking forward to the rest of the season’

ence for both of the swimmers 
who were given the opportunity 
to train with other elite swim-
mers, learn about nutrition and 
land-based training.’

Successful
The gala in Tain was another 

successful event for the swim-
mers. On the day there were 50 
new personal best times record-
ed, 17 new age group records set 
and one new club record set.

The age group records were 
Evie-Jay Clark for 50m fly and 
100m IM; Danni Maclean 50m 
fly; Jenna Maclean 50m front 
crawl (also a new club record), 
50m breast and fly and 200 IM; 

Alice Ann Macpherson 50m 
breast stroke; Kayliegh Howden 
100m back crawl; Millie Jackson 
100m back and 100m fly; Aimee 
McKay 100m back and 200m 
IM.

Boys’ results were Alex At-
kinson 50m breast, 50m fly and 
100m IM; Evan Atkinson 100m 
breast, 100m front and 200m 
IM.

‘Our swimmers had a 
successful Highland schools 
championship where each of 
the swimmers represented their 
own schools. In total the club 
amassed 23 medals, nine of 
which were gold.’

Other highlights include the 
recent club championships 
which took place in December. 
Again there were many person-
al best swims, age group records 
and club records broken.

This event is the last event 
of the year where the Stevie 
Martin Trophy is awarded for 
the swimmer of the year. 2016 
award-winners were Lyall Mor-
ris from Ardnamurchan High 
School and Evie-Jay Clark from 
Inverlochy Primary School.

2017 looks like an exciting 
time ahead for the swim team 
so if you are a parent of one 
of the swimmers, ‘a very warm 
welcome is extended to you to 
come along and get involved in 
the committee’.

All committee meeting dates 
and times are advertised on the 
Lochaber Leisure Centre swim 
team Facebook page.

Successful time for swimmers

KILMALLIE Shinty Club have begun pre-season 
training for 2017. The team were put through their 
paces at their first training session last Tuesday.

The club will be training at Lochaber High 
School’s Astroturf from 7pm to 8.30pm on Tues-
days and 7.30pm to 9pm on Thursdays.

Shinty players back in the swing

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday January 19, 2017 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 04.12 1.4 09.54 3.3 16.57 1.8 22.25 3.1
Fri 05.00 1.6 10.44 3.1 17.52 1.9 23.30 3.0
Sat 05.54 1.8 11.55 3.0 18.59 2.0  **.**  *.*
Sun 01.11 2.9 06.56 1.9 13.38 3.0 20.20 2.0
Mon 02.31 3.0 08.06 1.9 14.56 3.1 21.30 1.8
Tues 03.25 3.2 09.21 1.8 15.45 3.3 22.16 1.6
Wed 04.10 3.4 10.18 1.6 16.27 3.5 22.53 1.4
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

6

6

4

Thursday Light Cloud
 Winds moderate south south westerly
 Temperatures 4°C to 8ºC.
Friday Thick Cloud
 Winds light south south easterly
 Temperatures 4°C to 6ºC.

Weekend Light rain on Saturday
Outlook Light cloud on Sunday
 Winds moderate southerly
 Temperatures 4ºC to 7ºC.

THE FOURTH round of the 
West Highlands Wheelers win-
ter league was held in Strontian 
last weekend.

This is the second year that a 
league race has been held on the 
trails in the Ariundle Woods.

Sunday’s numbers had grown 
slightly from the first year as 19 
adults made the trip and were 
treated to a very wet, muddy and 
physical course.

Gregor Muir and Roddy 
Wells, regulars at the WHW 
races, both agreed that this was 
‘a very tough race, but also very 
rewarding with fun descents and 
great scenery’.

The race takes in two laps of 
the Ariundle Woods, the Fairies 
Road and the community wood-

lands in Strontian and is just 
under 20kms long.

The winning time of 1.01.25 
was recorded by local mountain 
biker Joe Barnes, followed by 
Jamie Gall in 1.02.40. First lady 
was Marie Meldrum in a time of 
1.11.15.

Despite lots of water and deep 
puddles on the track caused by 
the snow melt from Saturday, 
there was also a children’s race.

Nine hardy youngsters ranging 
in age from six to 13 took part, 
all completing the same course 
which was a smaller version of 
the adults’ race.

The children also had two laps 
of a course to complete, making 
this a long race for them, with 
times varying from 31 minutes 

for the winner, Daniel Parfitt, 
to 50 minutes for the youngest 
competitor, Aidan Baltrunas, 
who was smiling all the way to 
the finish line.

The Active Schools co-coor-
dinator at Ardnamurchan High 
said: ‘Both races were great suc-
cesses and the warm hospitality 
at the Ariundle Centre after-
wards was thankfully received.’

The next round of the WHW 
league is on Sunday February 12 
in Glen Nevis. Races are open 
to members and non-members. 
More information can be found 
on the West Highland Wheelers 
website or Facebook page.

Wet and muddy course for the Wheelers


