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POLICE were alerted by an 
Oban shopkeeper after a 12-
year-old boy tried to pay for 
sweets with a ‘home made’ 
bank note last Monday.

Noting the obvious 
forgery, the shopkeeper 
told the boy to leave but 
he returned, boasting that 
he had more notes at home 
and, concerned that he may 
have tried to circulate more, 
the shopkeeper called the 
police.

Police spoke to the boy and 
he is the subject of a report 
to the Children’s Panel 
reporter. 

12-year-old 
‘forger’ pays 
for sweets 
with fakes

AN ELDERLY woman 
who was seriously injured 
following a road crash 
near Taynuilt has died in 
hospital.

Margaret Love, aged 72, 
from Fort William died last 
Thursday in Glasgow’s 
Southern General 
Hospital. Her relatives 
have been informed.

Mrs Love and her 71-
year-old husband were 
both taken to the hospital 
after their Fiat Seicento 
collided with a Toyota 

Rav4 at Dalinamac Farm, 
Fearnoch, on the morning 
of January 2.

Her husband, who was 
driving the car, is currently 
in a serious condition at 
the hospital.

at Oban are continuing 
enquiries to establish 
the circumstances 
surrounding the crash. 

Witnesses are asked to 

telephone number 01631 
510500.

Elderly woman dies 
following Taynuilt crash

POLICE have praised the 
quick-thinking and actions 
of two Oban men who may 
have saved the life of a 
teenager who had plunged 
100ft off a cliff in the town 
in sub-zero temperatures on 
Sunday night.

The pair rushed to the aid 
of the 17-year-old youth, 
named locally as Daniel 
Hopkins, after the teenager 
tumbled over the sheer 
cliff face, known as the 
Hydropathic.

Police said that the casualty 

Southern General Hospital, 
suffering from fractures to 
his left leg and right hand 
and wrist, damage to his 
spine.

He is also believed to 
have suffered severe facial 
injuries. Had Mr Hopkins 
not been found so quickly it 
was unlikely that he would 
have survived, they added.

Army reservist Vinnie 
Kennedy had just returned 
from pre-deployment 
training for Afghanistan and 

was still in the uniform of 
Delta Company 7th Scots 
when he went out to collect a 
kit bag from his car parked at 
the rear of Combie Court on 
Oban’s Glencruitten Road.

He heard a heavy thud and 
moaning high above him in 
the darkness and realised 
that someone had fallen 
from the cliff. 

Alerted
Mr Kennedy ran for a 

torch and also alerted his 
neighbour Iain MacIntyre, 
36, who helped him search 
for the victim in freezing 
conditions. The men climbed 
to a ledge where they found 
the injured youngster in a 
semi-conscious state. 

Mr Kennedy used his army 
training to medically evaluate 
the youngster’s injuries 
while Mr MacIntyre climbed 
down to fetch a blanket from 
his van to keep the teenager 
warm.

Oban men save 
teenager after 
100ft cliff plunge

EXCLUSIVE
Both men then took it in 

turns to talk to and comfort 
the now conscious casualty 
while Vinnie Kennedy used 
his mobile phone to call for 
an ambulance, detailing the 
victim’s open leg fractures, 
back and arm pain and 
severe facial injuries.

‘The police quickly arrived 
followed by an ambulance 
crew,’ said Mr Kennedy.

‘But it was impossible to 

crew arrived they considered 
calling in a helicopter but 
had to rule it out as the 
trees restricted access from 
above.

‘They decided to call in 
Oban Mountain Rescue 
Team.

‘Given the extent of his 
injuries, I was sure the guy 
was going to die,’ he added.

Mr MacIntyre said: ‘The 
boy in a bad way, he had 
taken a hard fall and wouldn’t 

have lasted the night if we 
hadn’t found him. 

‘He was lucky that he 
didn’t impale himself on 
branches on the way down 
and that he came down head 

more damage to his legs and 
back.

‘I’m just glad we were able 
to help.’

Praised
Oban Mountain Rescue 

Team also came in for praise 
from the emergency services 
after taking less than an hour 
to get the casualty into an 
ambulance by moving him 
off the ledge in a basket 
stretcher.

Inspector Julie Edward of 
Oban Police said enquiries 
into the incident were 
continuing.

As The Oban Times went to 
press, NHS Greater Glasgow 

Mr Hopkins remains at the 
Southern General Hospital in 
Glasgow where his condition 
was described as critical, but 
stable.

Neighbours Iain MacIntyre and Vinnie Kennedy revisit the scene of Sunday night’s 
dramatic rescue which involved police, ambulance, Strathclyde Fire and Rescue and 

Oban Mountain Rescue team 17_t03fall01

POLICE are appealing for help tracing 
a missing German tourist believed to 
be in the Tarbert area of Argyll .

Niloofar Polvandeh, aged 51, from 
Germany was last seen on the night 
of Wednesday January 6 by staff at 

when she went to her room. 
Since then, despite a massive search, 

there have been no further sightings 
of her and police are becoming 
increasingly concerned about her 
safety and well being.

Believed to come from the Middle 
East she is described as having a 
sallow complexion, around 5ft 4in 
height, of slim build, with shoulder 
length dark brown hair.  It is believed 

she was wearing a purple skirt and 
knee length boots when last seen.

Chief Inspector Judy Wilson, 

appealing for information. 
‘Ms Polvandeh travelled on a West 

Coast Motors bus to Tarbert on 
Wednesday,’ she said. 

‘I am keen to hear from anyone who 
spoke to or met her, maybe sat with 
her on the bus before she arrived in 
Tarbert or anyone who may have any 
information about her whereabouts.’

If you have any information, please 

01546 702200 or CRIMESTOPPERS 
on 0800 555 111, where calls can be 

Search continues for missing German

A GOLF course groundsman 
came to the aid of paramedics 
when they could not reach a 
teenage sledger injured on 
the course. 

Fifteen-year-old Ally 
MacLean was sledging with 
friends on the fairway of 

Golf Club, Oban. 
He broke his ankle when he 

put his leg out to slow down 
and it got caught underneath 
the sledge.

The ambulance crew that 
attended needed assistance 
from greenkeeper Dougie 
MacIntyre because the 
ambulance could not 
negotiate the icy conditions. 

Dougie took the paramedics 
and a stretcher to the casualty, 
and back to the ambulance, 
on his tractor. 

The teenager was taken to 
Lorn and Islands Hospital 

Royal Alexandra Hosptial, 
Paisley.

Injured golf 
course sledger 
rescued by 
groundsman

A FORMER janitor has died from 
a heart attack in Lorn and Islands 
Hospital after falling and injuring 
his head the previous day.

Donald MacAulay, aged 53, was 
taken to accident and emergency 

School, Oban at 9pm on Monday, in 
which he suffered a cut to his head.

He was treated in hospital and kept 
in overnight for observation but died 
at around 6am on Tuesday morning.

Mr MacAulay was a well-known 

schools.

Former janitor 
dies following fall

ARGYLL and Bute is to get more 
than £8 million in European 
investment to boost the rural 
economy. 

A cash injection for Tarbert 
Castle, once linked to Robert 
the Bruce, improved lochside 
facilities on Loch Long and the 
protection of a nature reserve 
on the Isle of Coll are among 

Rural Priorities Fund. 
Argyll and Bute will get £6.4m 

from rural priorities, which is 
jointly funded by the Scottish 
government and European 
agricultural funds. 

Announcing the money, Richard 
Lochhead, rural secretary for 
the Scottish government, said: 
‘Rural communities produce 
food and generate tourism - two 
of the key drivers powering the 
Scottish economy.’

Also announced this week, is a 
£2m share in European regional 
development and social funds 
for Argyll. Sustrans Scotland 
will get £500,000 towards the 

Oban to Fort William cycle 
path and the Isle of Gigha 
Heritage Trust’s windfarm 
project gains £200,000. Argyll 
and Bute Council has also been 
allocated £1.2 million towards 
regeneration projects. 

Both funding packages have 
been targeted at job creation and 
boosting economic recovery in 
rural areas. 

Robert McPhail of Tarbert 
and Skipness Community Trust 
said a £748,000 grant for work 
at Tarbert Castle would create 

and encourage tourism in the 

village. ‘We are delighted,’ he 

great support we received from 
the community through letters 
and some 400 signatures.’

The money will be spent on 
cutting back undergrowth, 
securing the building and 
improving access, including to 
the nearby long-distance Kintyre 
Way walk. 

A new pontoon and visitor 
centre will be built at Arrochar 
on Loch Long, making it possible 
for the village to welcome boats 
such as the PS Waverley and 
visiting yachts. Arrochar and 

Tarbet Community Development 
Trust received £641,000 for the 
new facilities, which include 
exhibition space, showers and 
a laundry.  Chairman of the 
trust Duncan Maclachlan said: 
‘This announcement continues 
the success story of our 
community.’

Rare orchids, bees and birds 
found on the Coll machair will 
get better protection thanks to a 
grant of £86,329 for the island’s 
nature reserve. It will be spent 
on encouraging more breeding 
waders and enhancing the habitat 
through winter grazing.

£8 million Euro funding bonanza for Argyll
REPORT by 
CHRISTINE

McCARTNEY
cmccartney@obantimes.co.uk

HONDA DEALERS
ARE EASY TO FIND

FOUND IT

Helensburgh Honda
101-103 East Clyde Street 
Helensburgh G84 7PJ
01436 675777
www.helensburghhonda.co.uk

From 
monarchs 
to mongrels

West’s skiing season 
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Beachd Ailein
OBAN TIMES senior re-
porter Stephen Norris has 
been promoted to the post 
of northern editor of the 
newspaper.

Since joining the title in 
November 2007 Stephen 
has worked from The Oban 

rapidly becoming well 
known in his role as roving 

reporter and photographer.
Editorial director Stewart 

MacKenzie said: ‘We 
are very pleased that the 
northern edition of The 
Oban Times is in such a safe 
pair of hands. 

‘Stephen has proved a 
tremendous addition to 
our team and his drive and 
commitment make him 

an obvious leader during 
an important stage in the 
continuing development of 
the west coast’s favourite 
weekly newspaper.’

Wigtownshire man 

of chief reporter and editor 
of the Galloway Gazette 

is looking forward to new 

challenges ahead.
He said: ‘The Oban Times 

is the only newspaper with 
a truly regional reach in 
the West Highlands and 
islands. I look forward to 
developing the title over 
the entire area and ensuring 
the communities we serve 
continue to have a stake in 
everything we do.’

Stephen Norris, new 
northern editor of         
The Oban Times

The Oban Times confirms new 
northern editor for Fort William office

BASKING shark sightings 
off the Hebridean and Small 
Isles are four times more 
common than anywhere else 
in the UK – with as many 
as 94 separate sightings re-
corded in one day.

by Scottish Natural Heritage 

two areas on the west coast 
of Scotland as ‘hotspots’ for 

largest fish in the world.

-
tween the islands of Coll and 
Tiree and the sea around the 

from the consistently high 
numbers of basking sharks 

large groups. 
The report interprets data 

collected along the west coast 
of Scotland between 2002 
and 2006 by The Wildlife 

which recorded sightings 
throughout UK waters over 
the past nine years.

In one day the project team 
behind the report recorded 
94 separate sightings around 
Coll in July 2006.

Shark expert and project di-
rector Colin Speedie recorded 
every sighting using the Line 

the sharks are monitored be-

A basking shark pictured off Mull.
Picture by Colin Speedie and Swiss Shark Foundation.

Mr Speedie told The Oban 
Times: ‘The biggest shoal we 
saw was 74 off Coll but the 
most impressive was a shoal 
of 50 off Hyskier.

‘The 50 sharks were all 

more than 10 metres from any 
one of them. 

‘It was like being in the mid-

dle of a herd of elephants and 
we had the fantastic backdrop 
of Barra and Rum in the 
distance – it was one of the 
most amazing experiences I 
have had in 20 years in this 
line of work.

‘There are very few places 
in the world you can see 
basking sharks like this. Film 
crews and photographers 
come from across the globe 
to the west coast of Scotland 
and it’s something we should 
be very proud of.’

The west coast is important 
for sharks looking for a mate 
but it is also believed that the 
area has ample plankton. 

The report also established 
that the sharks are particu-

when two or more sharks 
swim along nose to tail or in 

and commercial boat users 
to help reduce accidental 
collisions.

Basking sharks are most 
often seen in coastal areas in 
the summer and autumn when 
plankton are abundant at the 
surface and this is how they 
get their name – from appar-
ently ‘basking’ at the surface 

They can grow up to 11 
metres in length and seven 
tonnes in weight.

AIRPORTS at Campbeltown 
and Islay were highlighted 
as potential trouble spots 
as European working time 
regulations were relaxed for 
hauliers transporting anti-
freeze to airports.

The rules prohibit lorry 
drivers from working more 
than 90 hours in a fortnight.

Now drivers will be able to 

instead of only nine.
Inglis Lyon of Highlands 

and Islands Airports (HIA) 
said hundreds of thousands 
of litres of de-icer were being 
used to keep runways clear.

-
beltown and Islay airports 
had been running low but had 
since been replenished.

But he said keeping airports 
well stocked was a national 
problem with higher demand 
because of the prolonged spell 
of freezing temperatures.

Mr Lyon said: ‘With dis-

travel in the southern part 
of the country it is vital this 

given.’
Earlier the SNP MP for Mo-

deliveries had been delayed 
because drivers were having 
to park to comply with the 
restrictions.

Driving
restrictions
relaxed to 
allow airport 
anti-freeze
deliveries

Hebrides become 
basking shark central
As many as 94 separate sightings recorded in one day

A LOCHGOILHEAD charity 
has won three categories in an 
Argyll-wide competition.

Fiddle Folk and its compo-
nent groups Lochgoilhead 
Fiddle Workshop and Feis 
Cheann Loch Goibhle won 
Best Community Initiative 

-
gramme and were joint win-
ners with the Islay Festival in 
the Best Homecoming Event 

For Argyll awards.
Voted for by members of 

was best local newspaper 
and young Helensburgh-
based musician Eilidh Steel 
won Best Achievement for 
Argyll.

Jura Passenger Ferry was 
Best Tourism Initiative and 
Islay Energy Trust topped the 
Best Environmental Initiative 
category.

Best Major Event was 
the Royal National Mod 

Kintyre Half Marathon and 
10k Run winning Best Com-
munity Event.

The Islay Wilderness Guide 
was voted Best Activity Web-

Best Wildlife Website and 
The Carradale Goat was 
voted Best Community Web-
site.

Lochgoilhead
charity wins 
three awards

MSP backs care call

PEOPLE are being turn off from using green energy 
because the costs look too high.

Figures released this week show that the majority of 
households in the Highlands and Islands would con-

to their home - but are put off by the expense. 
Research reveals eight in 10 Highlands and Islands 

solar panel to their home but are put off by what they 
believe will be a high cost.

A spokesman for the Energy Saving Trust is en-

their homes and looking at the many grants available 
to them.

He said: ‘The average approximate costs of install-

ground source heat pumps. 
‘And there are grants available to help with the 

costs.’
For more information on using renewable energy 

in your home or community contact your local En-

or visit the website at www.energysavingtrust.org.
uk/scotland

Green energy grants 
may balance public’s 
high cost concerns

CALLS for people to keep an eye on neighbours in 
the current cold spell have been warmly welcomed 
by Argyll and Bute’s MSP.

Jim Mather said it was a good time for people to 
look out for each other.

‘The present cold weather is persisting for much 

of this I warmly endorse the calls from Scottish news-
papers and the broadcast media for people to keep an 
eye out for neighbours who may be struggling in such 

-
tions that folk look out for the elderly and vulnerable 

essentials and that shop-keepers and householders put 
down salt to help keep pavements safer.

nach math gur ann mar sin a tha! Tha mi a’ guidhe gach 

a’ cur romhaibh gu buil buannachdail!
Tha mi a’ sgrìobhadh seo is Art MacCarmaig air an 

-

nach è galar ùr a th’ ann am buaidh na dibhe! Ach gun 
teagamh ’s e galar a th’ ann agus tha mi fhìn air leth uasal 
às na daoine sin a fhuair smachd air trioblaid dibhe agus 
a tha comasach air cumail bhuaipe. ’S e fìor eisimpleir 
a th’ annta!

A’ coimhead air ais chun an àm seo an uiridh chì mi gun 
robh mi a’ bruidhinn air mar a tha cosgais na dibhe air 
ìsleachadh chun na h-ìre ’s gum bheil cuid is “Bliadhn’ 
Ùr aca an còmhnaidh”. Bliadhna air adhart agus tha Ria-
ghaltas na h-Alba a-nise a’ feuchainn ri ìre cosgais deoch 
làidir a chumail cho àrd is nach bi e cho furasta dha daoine 
ruigheachd air a ceannach. Leis a’ bhuaidh a th’ aig deoch 

bith a chuireadh bacadh air ana-caitheamh na dibhe feum 

dha seirbheis na slàinte. Agus cò air a dhèanadh seo cron 
nan tachradh e? Tha gun teagamh gnìomhachas an uisge-
bheatha cudromach dha eaconamaidh Alba ach chan eil 
dearbhadh gun toireadh an t-àrdachadh cosgais a thathas 
a’ moladh uimhir a bhuaidh is nach biodh sin air a dheagh 
chothromachadh le leasachadh slàinte sluaigh.

Ach ’s dòcha gur e aon chunnart mun seo gum faodadh 
Riaghaltas smachd a ghabhail air barrachd is barrachd 

taghadh an t-sluaigh agus bunaitean dheamocrasaidh!  
Ach mar a tha an saoghal a’ dearbhadh a h-uile latha ged 
a chuidicheas reachdas cha dèan e leughas air trioblaid 
leithid tinneas dibhe: ’s e fòghlam agus eisimpleir a nì 
sin agus tha linntean air an do dh’ fhairtlich e gu ruige 
seo! Ach bidh sinn beò an dòchas!

Many of you, like me, will recall how the sight of a bottle 
of whisky in the home was a rare event indeed because of 
its relative cost. Now cheap alcohol is a serious health-
hazard according to experts, and the Scottish Govern-
ment want to peg minimum prices in an effort to reduce 
consumption.

It is easy to understand how a reduction in alcohol-
related illness could help the overall health and image 
of Scotland, and also make substantial savings to the 
Health Service. But some fear this could be a precedent 
for further Government interference in the costs of com-
modities, and an erosion of the basis of freedom and 
democracy.

Experience tells us daily that while legislation may help 
with such as alcohol problems, ultimately only example 
and education can cure it! 

Ailean Caimbeul  (Allan Campbell ) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

LISMORE Primary School’s 
-
-

ruary after just over two years 
at the island school.

A spokeswoman for Argyll 
and Bute Council said: 
‘We are obviously doing 
all we can to ensure that a 
replacement is appointed as 
soon as possible. We have 
already put out a notice to 

applications from suitably 

temporary post of acting 
head teacher. 

‘The post of head teacher 
will be advertised.’

Lismore
teacher to 
leave island

Business Gateway services are delivered by Local Authorities, Scottish Enterprise and Scottish Government, with the support of associated 

partner organisations. Maximum call charge from BT landline is 3p per minute. Call costs from other networks may vary. Text costs vary 

depending on your mobile operator.

This year 
I want to set 
up my own 
business

0845 609 6611
www.bgateway.com
or visit your local office

Let's make this year,
your year
Thinking of starting your own business?
Starting your own business can be

exciting, however there is a lot to think

about.  Join our FREE awareness raising

seminar which will help you to meet &

network with like-minded individuals and

highlight useful sources of advice and

guidance to assist your start up journey.

The seminar will be held in: 

Corran Halls, Oban on Thursday 4

February 2010, 5-7pm

Community Centre, Lochgilphead

Thursday 11 February 2010, 5-7pm

Planning to start your own business?
Join our FREE two day workshop to help

develop your ideas into a practical and

effective plan to launch your business. 

Key elements covered include marketing,

business planning, finances and IT for

your business.

The workshop will be held in: 

Corran Halls, Oban on Wednesday 17 &

Thursday 18 February 2010,

9.30am-4.30pm

Community Centre, Lochgilphead Tuesday

23 & Wednesday 24 February 2010,

9.30am-4.30pm

Becoming self employed?
If you are considering becoming self

employed or are newly self employed, you

can attend this FREE workshop run by HM

Revenue and Customs at the Corran

Halls, Oban on Tuesday 2 February 2010,

12.30 to 3.30pm

For more information please call

Argyll and Bute
Sports Coaching 2010 

Two days of sports coaching courses and personal development in 
indoor, outdoor sports to help communities offer new opportunities 
in sports participation. Support courses for existing coaches in 
Child Protection, Nutrition, Working with Disabled Athletes and 
Children are also available.

Courses are suitable for Teachers, Youth leaders, Club Coaches, 
Parents, Community Leaders - in fact anyone with an interest in 
learning about sports coaching, and being willing to use their skills 
in their own community.

Courses are subsidised and cost from £30 full day (£20 half day) 
through support from Argyll College and sportscotland. All 
attendees will receive a delegates pack, refreshments and certifi cate 
of attendance.  FREE Community Transport will be available from 
most areas of Argyll and Bute on a fi rst come basis.

6th and 7th February 2010 Dunoon

To book go to www.argyll-bute.gov.uk 
and follow link to Sports Conference, or 
e-mail sportscoaching@argyll-bute.gov.uk 
for a copy of the programme.

Book early to avoid disappointment!
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A FIFTY-six-year-old former 
Oban man has been jailed for 
16 months after being found 
guilty of sexually abusing 
two boys, aged between 12-
13 years, 30 years ago.

Gerard Forsyth, who 
worked with young people 
and in community education 
for 25 years in Glasgow, 
was convicted by a jury on 
December 3 of indecent 
practises against the two 
boys, both now 42 years 
old.

The offences took place in 
Oban Youth and Community 
Centre in Soroba Lane, 
where Forsyth was employed 
as a youth leader, sometime 
between March 22 1979 and 
August 20 1980.

The two witnesses had told 
the jury they had both been 
at sleep-overs in the centre, 
on separate occasions, when 
Forsyth had handled their 
private parts. Neither had 
spoken openly of the events 
since then until one made a 
statement to police in 2007 
and the other was then 
interviewed by police after 
his name was mentioned by 

Defence advocate 
Catherine Smith told 

Sheriff Douglas Small last 

offender Forsyth appeared 
at Oban Sheriff Court for 
sentencing, that her client 
still denied the offences had 
taken place.

A social inquiry report 
indicated that, while at a low 
risk of re-offending, he was 
not suitable for probation 
because of his denial of guilt 
or for community service 

alcohol problem.
‘I have spoken to Mr 

Forsyth this morning about 
participation in such a 
programme and he tells me 
he would be happy to do so,’ 
added Miss Smith.

She argued that probation 
would force Forsyth to take 
part in any rehabilitation 
programmes and allow the 
court to monitor his progress 
but he would not have to in 
prison.

Sentencing Forsyth, 
Sheriff Small disagreed: 
‘Mr Forsyth, these were 
extremely serious offences, 
particularly so because, 
at the time they were 
committed by you, you were 
in a position of trust.

‘You continue to deny your 

guilt of these charges, Mr 
Forsyth, and I don’t agree 
that it would be appropriate 
to place you on probation in 
these circumstances.

‘Both [witnesses] gave 
evidence at your trial of 
the traumatic effect your 
conduct had had on them 
and to what extent they 
had been effected by your 
conduct.

‘The social inquiry report 
is of the opinion that you 
would be unable to perform 
community service because 
of your problems with 
alcohol.

‘In all the circumstances 
and having regard to what 
was said on your behalf 
by Miss Smith and the full 
terms of the social inquiry 
report, in my opinion the 
appropriate sentence is one 
of 16 months in prison; eight 
months on each of the two 
charges, to run consecutively 
to each other.’

Sheriff Small also ordered 
that Forsyth, whose address 
was given as Kennishead 
Avenue, Thornliebank, 
Glasgow, would remain on 
the Sex Offenders’ Register 
for 10 years from December 
3 2009.

Former Oban man Gerard Forsyth was jailed at Oban Sheriff Court and placed on 
the Sex Offenders’ Register for 10 years

Former Oban man is jailed following 
30-year-old sexual abuse claims
Probation refused by Sheriff as defendant continues to deny guilt

AN OBAN man has been 
told he is on his last chance 
to avoid going to jail after 
breaching a court order by 
committing a crime.

Michael MacPhee, aged 
25, 4 Burnside Court, Miller 
Road, admitted stealing 
a t-shirt and jeans, later 
recovered, from an Oban 
shop, on August 19 last 
year.

Oban Sheriff Court heard 
last week that in doing so 
he had breached a Drug 
Treatment and Testing Order 
(DTTO) aimed at helping 
him to overcome addiction 
problems following a 
conviction for house-
breaking.

After an appeal by defence 
agent Edward Thornton, 
Sheriff Douglas Small 
reluctantly agreed to allow 
MacPhee to continue the 
DTTO but told him he was 
getting ‘no more chances’.

He ordered MacPhee 
to carry out 135 hours’ 
community service for the 
shop-lifting offence.

Clothes thief 
given last 
chance

TRAVELLERS over the age 
of 55 will be able to take ad-
vantage of discount tickets on 
West Highland rail services 
between now and the end of 
March.

The extension to ScotRail’s 
Club 55 promotion into this 
year has been welcomed by 
Argyll and Bute MSP Jim 
Mather.

‘There are restrictions on 
most services prior to 9.15am 
on weekdays but these do 
not apply to travellers on the 
West Highland network to 
and from Mallaig, Fort Wil-
liam and Oban and interven-
ing stations.’

He said the promotion last 
year attracted twice as many 
passengers as the previous 
year.

Rail boost 
for over 55s

Oban Times
NEWS DESK 
01631 568060

A CHARITY shop that raises 
money for good causes in the 
Oban area has made nearly 

trading – and as much as 
£1,200 in one day. 

Shop in the White Building 
on Oban’s North Pier was 
opened in December last 
year to provide a home outlet 
for furniture and other items 
donated to the MacQueen 
Bros. Charitable Trust.

Removal company 
MacQueen Bros. collects 
and stores donated items 
at no cost and takes them 
to the shop or the company 
warehouse to be sold.

Shop is entirely run by 
volunteers and is open six 
days a week.

Graham MacQueen of 
MacQueen Bros. said: ‘We 
have made a tremendous 
amount of money considering 
we have just had a holiday 
season and terrible weather 
conditions.

‘I can’t thank the volunteers 
enough for the work they 
do and the partnership we 
have with them is hugely 
successful.’

Charity
shop takes 
£6,000 in 

A 25-YEAR-old man has 
been arrested after picking 
up a stone statue outside the 
Caledonian Hotel, Oban, and 
throwing it over the shore 
wall into Oban Bay.

CCTV camera captured the 
incident, which occurred at 
2.30am on January 9.

and found the man hiding 
behind a car and charged 
him with theft and breach of 
the peace.

The statue has been 
recovered from the water. 

Statue ends up 
in Oban Bay

A THIEF was undone by 
icy road conditions after he 
crashed the car he had just 
stolen.

The 16-year-old crashed 
the red Nissan Almeira in 
Balvicar, Seil, at around 
3.30am, which alerted a 
couple in a nearby house.

The couple went out to 
assist the youth but he left 
the scene.

police caught up with the 
teenager and he has been 
charged with theft of a car 

offences, including failing to 
provide a breath specimen.

Seil car thief 
slips up

AN OBAN woman allegedly 
tried to bite, kick and punch 

her to hospital for treatment.
The 25-year-old had been 

arrested for a breach of 
the peace last Wednesday 
but was taken to hospital 
when police discovered her 
injures.

At the hospital, she 
allegedly hit out at the police 

Oban woman 
alleged to have 
bitten and 
kicked police

DESPITE freezing temperatures 
for more than three weeks in North 
Argyll only one pensioner has 
received the government’s Cold 
Weather Payment.

The location used to trigger 
the Cold Weather Payments 
in the PA34 postcode area is 
Machrihanish, Kintyre – almost 
100 miles south of Oban.

At 6pm on Friday January 8 the 

pensioners missed out on payments 
north of Campbeltown.

One such pensioner is Benderloch 
resident Bill Sturrock, aged 82.  

He said:  ‘I enquired about it and 
was told I wasn’t eligible.  But it 
has been so cold that I thought we 
must be so I got in touch with Alan 
Reid MP. His secretary sorted out 
the payment on my behalf.’

Argyll and Bute MP Alan Reid 
said:  ‘The present situation is 
farcical when people who can’t 
get out of their homes because 
of snow and ice aren’t entitled to 
cold weather payments because 
the rules say it’s not cold enough!

‘I am writing to the Secretary 
of State for Work and Pensions, 
pointing out this discrepancy and 
saying that readings should be 
taken at Tarbert and Oban instead 

of Machrihanish for people living 
in these areas.’

Mr Reid has also requested that 
payments be backdated for this 
winter to take account of what 
payments would have been made 
if readings had been taken at the 
appropriate places. 

The cold weather payments 
consist of £25 towards eligible 
customer’s heating costs for each 
seven-day period of average sub 
zero temperatures.  Temperatures 
are recorded at various locations 
throughout the country, which 
automatically triggers payments 
for those entitled.

Councillor George Freeman, 

Argyll and Bute Council’s 
spokesperson for housing and 
communities, said Cold Weather 
Payments were essential.

‘This is crucial ongoing support 
from the Government, which will 
go some way towards helping 
some of the most vulnerable 
members of our communities to 
meet their extra heating costs.

‘We are in the middle of what is 
an extreme spell of weather, and it 
is very important that the elderly 
and other vulnerable people are 
not suffering unnecessarily by 
thinking they cannot afford to heat 
their homes.’

People on certain qualifying 

Credit - are automatically eligible 
to receive Cold Weather Payments. 
Under certain circumstances, those 

Income Support, Income based 
Job Seekers Allowance or Income 
– Related Employment Support 
Allowance can also qualify to 
receive the payments.

Eligible people will generally 
receive payments within a week 
of the payment being triggered.

Anyone who thinks they should 
have received a Cold Weather 
Payment but has not, should 
contact their Pension Centre or 
Jobcentre Plus.

Cold payments for North Argyll prove freezing farce
Pensioners miss out as temperature measured 100 miles further south

OBAN POLICE confiscated 
and disposed of a total of 44 
litres of alcohol from under-
age drinkers over the festive 
period.

The Festive Safety Campaign, 
carried out between December 
22 and January 6, was a success 
with police seizing cases of 
cans of lager and cider, plus 
bottles of Buckfast tonic wine, 
vodka and other spirits from 
youths in and around the Oban 
area.

Over the same period 

calls relating to anti-social 
behaviour and disorder.  

Inspector Julie Edward said:  
‘A number of these involved 
persons under the age of 
18 years who were found 

alcohol and any alcohol they 
had in their possession was 

Additional police patrols 
over the festive period reduced 
disorder in the town centre and 
Hogmanay celebrations passed 
peacefully.  

During the Road Policing 
Festive Campaign two drivers 
were found to be driving whilst 
over the prescribed alcohol 
limits in the Oban area.

Sergeant Mike Woods and Inspector Julie Edward record the 
07_t03drink02

Police crack down on underage drinking
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A TWENTY-one-year-old 
Oban man who admitted 
punching a bar manager on 
his nose, breaking it, has 
been ordered to pay £500  
compensation.

Oban Sheriff Court heard 

Graham Kirkham had been 
in a bar in Oban, on Septem-
ber 27 last year when he was 
asked to leave by door staff 

because he was ‘heavily un-

He had objected and asked 
to see the manager who told 
Kirkham that he had had 
too much to drink. ‘He then 

punched [the bar manager] 
on the nose with a clenched 

Craig Harris.
Defence agent Stephen 

Macleod said Kirkham, 23B 

Shuna Terrace, accepted the 
assault was unprovoked but 
had not considered then or 
now that he was intoxicated. 

-
ing him to pay compensa-

tion, Sheriff Douglas Small 
told Kirkham: ‘This was 
an unprovoked assault on 

deserve to be punched by 

AN OBAN man who hit 
another man on the face with 
a beer bottle has been put 
on probation for a year and 

service after appearing for 
sentencing at Oban Sheriff 
Court last week.

Allan Beaton, aged 29, had 
denied assaulting his victim 
with a beer bottle at Corran 
Brae on July 25 last year but 
had been found guilty fol-
lowing a trial before Sheriff 
Douglas Small.

trial had been self-defence of 
his friend, whom he thought 
had been attacked by some-
one else, but this explana-
tion was not accepted by the 
sheriff.

Defence agent Edward 
Thornton said: ‘Mr Beaton 
had not been involved in any 
prior incident and the evi-
dence was clear that when Mr 
Beaton and his co-accused 
were asked to leave the party 

Sheriff Small told Beaton,  
of 17 D Corran Brae, Dunol-
lie, Oban he was close to los-
ing his liberty and was lucky 
that the bottle had not broken 
and his victim had not been 
seriously injured.

‘I am persuaded that you 
should be given the chance 
to put yourself on the right 

-

unpaid work.

Avni, aged 19, 5A Colonsay 
Terrace, Oban, had previ-
ously pled guilty to assaulting 
another man by punching him 
and had his sentence deferred 
until September 14 for him to 
be of good behaviour.

Beer
bottle
attack          
results in 

community
service

THE ISLAND of Kerrera is 
facing a busy New Year with 
projects long in the pipeline 
starting to emerge as achiev-
able developments.

At the top of the list is a 
new community hall which 
Isle of Kerrera Development 
Trust is hoping to gain fund-
ing for from the BBC and 

Just before Christmas the 
island was announced as one 
of 28 villages short-listed 

SOS, which will see six win-
ners awarded up to £400,000 

over the course of the year as 
their project progresses.

Champion
As part of the reward for 

being short-listed, each com-
munity has been given up 
to £10,000 to put together a 
business plan working with 

development trust Louise 

Moran explained that at a 

Manchester potential ‘vil-

with representatives from 
each project and through 
a process of elimination, 
three had been short-listed 
for Kerrera and had come 
to visit the island and meet 
the people.

‘All three adored Kerrera 

she said. 
In the end Christine Hope, 

aged 31, from Herefordshire 
was chosen as champion for 
Kerrera.

She was 23 when she set 
up an award-winning shop 

of Longtown after she came 

no village shop and farms 
ravaged by foot and mouth 
disease.

She revitalised the village 

and has recently opened up 
another shop.

Louise said: ‘It was im-

portant she had a complete 
understanding of a farming 
community and farming as 
well. She is very involved 

-
sented Wales and England at 

‘Christine will come and 
live on the island for a year,  
if we are successful in being 

Meanwhile she will help 
to produce the business plan 
and the second stage of the 
application to the BIG Lot-
tery which have to be com-
plete by March 3.

Christine said: ‘This is an 
incredibly exciting opportu-

started.
‘I was really impressed by 

the people I met on Kerrera 
who were all very positive 
and had already pulled to-
gether as a community, iden-
tified the need for change 
and are working towards 
achieving this. 

them realise their ambitions 

but I appreciate that we will 
all have a lot to learn from 
each other in the months to 
come.

‘I have experience in 
project management and a 
lot of transferrable skills to 
call upon for this project 

building up the business case 
over the next few months 
and know it would be fan-
tastic to be chosen as one of 

-
sion on which architects to 
employ to design the com-
munity hall has been made, 
after a three-hour discussion 
by the trust board.

Louise said they had tried 
to balance their desire to give 

what would be best for the 
island and in the end chose 
Stornoway-based Stuart 
Bagshaw, who designed the 
award-winning Blue Reef 
Cottages on Harris.

He has experience in de-
signing low energy use build-
ings using renewable energy 

sources and providing new 
skills for local people along 
the way.

Louise said it was hoped 
when complete the building 
would be multi-purpose, pro-
viding workshops, perhaps a 
tearoom and accommodation 
to help bring in income to 
run the hall.

Kerrera brand 
It would be situated at the 

pier head where the ferry 
crosses from Gallanach to 
the island and Dunollie Es-
tates, which owns the island, 
has already agreed to a long-
term lease on the land.

‘The other thing we want 
to do through the community 
centre is build on the Kerrera 

Louise said that finally, 
after 10 years of consultation 
on the island and the produc-
tion of the Isle of Kerrera 
Community Development 

within that plan were begin-
ning to come to life.

been granted for a road link-

ing the north and south ends 
of the island, which sits 
barely a mile from Oban but 
has virtually no public serv-
ices, and there are plans for a 
community wind turbine and 
composting toilets for the 
many visitors to the island 
in the summer.

The community will learn 
in May whether or not it has 
been successfully selected 

work will have been done 
towards achieving the goal 
of a community centre and 
other funding sources would 
be pursued.

Meanwhile the BBC is 
expected to visit the island 

which would be used if Ker-

‘The BBC has been con-
stantly re-assuring us that 
it is a supportive project 
to show what communi-
ties can do to pull together 

Louise.

The Island of Kerrera is hoping to gain a new community centre via Village SOS.

Kerrera 
bids for 
Village 
SOS
funding

REPORT by 
MARIAN MILLER

A COLLECTION of rare 
travel books from the 18th 
and 19th centuries have been 
sold by the Northern Light-
house Board, which has one 
of its main depots in Oban.

The lighthouse board has a 
library of books which have 
been collected by commis-
sioners of the board since the 
mid-19th century.

Heritage trust 
To help maintain the col-

lection, outside the statutory 
remit of the lighthouse board, 
the Northern Lighthouse Her-
itage Trust was set up and the 
library has been transferred to 
it for safekeeping.

Douglas Gorman, from the 
-

lowing professional catalogu-

element of the collection it 
considers is relevant to, and 
part of, the Scottish light-
house heritage.

‘This will be retained and 
conserved for future refer-
ence by those interested in 
that heritage. 

‘The remaining books in 
the collection, while of great 
general interest, do not, in the 
view of the trust, form an es-
sential part of the lighthouse 
heritage and after consulta-
tion with the National Library 
of Scotland we decided to 
offer these for sale. 

Support funding
‘The proceeds of the sale 

will be used to support the 

The collection for sale in-
cluded works by Capt James 

Lord Anson, Capt Sir Edward 
Belcher, Sir John Barrow, 

-
-

ver, Capt. Edward William 

The books were sold yes-
terday ( Wednesday) through 
Edinburgh-based auctioneers 
Lyon and Turnbull.

Lighthouse
board sells 
books from 
rare library

o

Address

NEVIS RANGE
Fort William

Nevis Range has Scotland’s highest ski lift, accessed by 
the UK’s only mountain gondola, which of course also 
attracts many non-skiing visitors all year round.  In winter, 
a nursery area with easy tows and green runs, and longer 
blue runs for improving intermediates, is easily accessible 
from the top gondola station. The renowned back corries 
are only accessible by off-piste or black runs, and there 

has accumulated.  There is also sledging, snowshoeing 
and snowbiking for non-skiers.

provide information and assistance, along with a rescue 

How to get here
7 miles north of Fort William, 51 miles north of Oban, 65 miles 
south of Inverness, just off the A82 Fort William to Inverness. 
It’s Scotland’s highest snowsports area and right near to Ben 
Nevis in the midst of stunning highland scenery.

Facilities
The UK’s only Mountain Gondola whisks snowsports enthusiasts 
to 650m on Aonach Mor, accessing a further 11 ski lifts and 35 
downhill runs.  The Terrain Park, situated on the summit, offers 
something for every freestyler, from beginners’ rails to expert 
s-rails and kickers. And if you’re a winter climber, you can take 
the climber’s lift, which runs at 8am every morning throughout 
the winter when the resort is open for skiing/snowboarding.
The Snowsports School at Nevis Range offers a variety of 
skiing and snowboarding lessons and packages to suit all 
levels of ability, from beginner to advanced. Each morning 
and afternoon, there are great value beginners all inclusive 
packages, which include ticket, instruction and equipment hire. 
There are a range of group lessons running each day, with the 
option of private lessons for one-on-one tuition.  The resort also 

the website. A word of advice though: it’s well worth booking 
in advance for all lessons as it can get very busy, especially 
at weekends and holidays, and local kids should sign up for 
Scottish ski club training.

Shop with its hot soup and home baking.
If you just want to relax and savour the snowy mountainous 
landscape, then the Snowgoose restaurant & bar is open 
throughout the winter, selling freshly prepared hot food as well 
as home made soup and other snacks.  Best of all, there’s 
fantastic cakes and tray bakes, to accompany your espresso or 
latte!  The bar is well stocked, and open throughout the winter, 
and on busy days, when the snow conditions are excellent, the 
bar remains open just a little bit later!

“Winter at Nevis Range, Fort William: 
Sledging, Skiing, Snowboarding, Snowblading, 

simply relaxing in the Snowgoose restaurant & 

is endless!”
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Lorn Lines

THE MASTER of a cargo 
ship, who admitted being un-

when his ship ran aground in 
the Firth of Lorne, has been 

Sowinski, whose address 
was given as 6 The Mead-

-
burn, had been due to return 

the incident on December 15 

Admitted charges
Sowinski, aged 59, ap-

peared on a deferred sen-
tence at Oban Sheriff Court 

coaster Fingal on December 

-

-
gate a safe course, maintain 

evasive action to prevent 

-

Corpach to Troon but when 
it entered the Firth of Lorne 

before hitting rocks to the 

Alcohol suspected
The first mate contacted 

the coastguard and Oban 
-

a change in the current and 
-

Mr Harris said: ‘Because 
of the erratic steering of the 
ship prior to the incident, it 
was suspected that Sowinski 

‘The ship was taken back 
to Oban harbour under the 

-

The court  heard how 

-

Very tired 
Defence agent Edward 

being a master mariner with 

Mr Thornton said: ‘He was 

-

was something he had never 
done before but he drank 

navigating in the area but 
he had not anticipated the 

‘He assures me that in his 

off the rocks and getting in 
to Oban he took three or four 
cans of beer because he was 

MV 
Fingal ran aground off the 

a cargo of timber and spark-

The 80-metre cargo ship Fingal which ran aground on December 15

Drunk in charge skipper is fined 
£3,300 following ship’s grounding
Cargo ship’s captain was more than three times drink drive limit

A GROUP to represent en-
vironment and conservation 
organisations in the Oban and 
Lorn area is in the process of 

Last month a meeting was 
-

-

Oban, Scottish Centre for 

Trust, Scottish Association 

-

The purpose is to create a 

Action Forum (LEAF) - on 

that represents those that 
support management of the 

-

Agreement was reached to 
set up a committee, website 
and forum to represent the 

The group was due to meet 

For more information contact 

-

same-aim
groups come 
together

-

-

his focus is now on honour-

car park but is committed 

to making sure those who 
had bought tickets get their 

-
funds are now being attended 

for their understanding and 

-
ments I have heard, Oban 
has not come out of this with 

-

insists his focus is on refunds
Help offered to anyone who wants to organise next year’s event

was giving evidence in a 

whose address was given 
-

tages, Oban, is accused of 

brandishing and pointing the 

Fired twice
However, in his evidence 

the teenage victim stated 
that Mr Leiper had shot the 
gun twice and that he had to 

-

The witness admitted under 

had asked for a shot of the 

ball bearing gun at 13-year-old -

o

Address

GLENCOE
MOUNTAIN
RESORT
Glencoe

With 19 runs and 7 lifts the centre caters for skiers and 
boarders of all levels. Complete beginners can enjoy the 
gentle plateau runs while experts can experience the 
incredible variety of terrain (which includes the longest 
and steepest runs in Scotland).

How to get here
Located on the A82 between Glencoe village and Tyndrum 
the Glencoe Ski Centre is nestled in the middle of some of 
the most spectacular scenery you are ever likely to see. 35 
miles north of Oban and 90 miles north of Glasgow.

Facilities
Let the modern double seat chairlift whisk you to the heart of 
the ski area where the stunning views over Rannoch Moor 
and the Buachaille Etive Mor will take your breath away. 
For beginners they have a dedicated team of BASI 
instructors who will look after you on the hill throughout your 

wilderness environment.
Skis, snowboards and sledges are available to hire from the 

early to avoid disappointment.
Home baking is available in the Log Cabin.

“Packed powder snow across the whole mountain and some 
of the best early season skiing Glencoe has ever seen”
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STUDENTS from Lochaber College UHI have 
raised £600 for local charities during their 
studies.

First years on the adventure tourism 
management degree course had to organise 
an event and put together a sponsored indoor 
‘bouldering’ event in Lochaber Leisure Centre, 
a ceilidh in the Ben Nevis Inn and a lecture with 
outdoor adventure specialist Clive Rowland 
from Nairn.

them raised £600 for local good causes.

By popular vote students chose to divide 
the cash equally between Lochaber Mountain 
Rescue Team and the Mallaig branch of the 
Royal National Lifeboat Institution. 

Both had previously welcomed the group 

of their activities.
Course member Kate MacFarlane and fellow 

students presented the donation to Lochaber 

to its new headquarters at Ben Nevis Estate on 
Monday.

WEST Highlands and islands 
community landowners have 
secured a meeting with Minister 
for Environment Roseanna 
Cunningham to discuss setting up 

the sector.
The move follows a conference in 

Harris last September, where 20 of 

the largest community landowners 
in Scotland met to discuss joining 
forces.

Many present felt the Scottish 
Government no longer considered 
land ownership and land reform a 
priority and agreed to commission a 
study into forming a representative 
body to promote the interests of 

community land groups and offer 
support to new and emerging 

will be on the table at the meeting 
with Ms Cunningham in Edinburgh 
on February 9. 

Representatives of Stòras Uibhist, 
the Knoydart Foundation and the 
North Harris Trust will attend.

BY STEPHEN NORRIS
NHS HIGHLAND is to hold a 
major public consultation event 
on redesigning hospital services in 
Skye and Lochalsh.

Letters have been circulated 
inviting all relevant parties to attend 

the Dunollie Hotel, Broadford, on 
February 12.

The event, originally scheduled 
for last summer, comes nine months 

meeting in Portree at which speakers 
attacked NHS Highland for its lack 
of consultation over plans many 
feared would see Portree Hospital 
closed and services centralised at 
the Mackinnon Memorial Hospital 
in Broadford.

Broadford and Strath Community 
Council chairman Tony Moore, 
from Elgol, will attend the 

workshop. He told The Oban 
Times: ‘The likelihood after the 
conversations I have heard is that 
NHS Highland will retain both 
Portree and Broadford as one 
hospital over both sites, but I think 
the main building programme will 
be down at Broadford.

‘There is no room and no land 
available at Portree, whereas at 
Broadford the NHS already own 

hospital, which has been earmarked 
for the new hospital and the new 
health centre.

‘It appears that the health centre 

when funds become available the 
new hospital will follow.’

Health broadcaster and 
journalist Pennie Taylor will lead 
the February 12 event and ‘a 

provide an overview of national 
policy and strategy. 

The workshop follows a ‘public 

autumn undertaken by Highland 
Community Care Forum and Skye 
and Lochalsh Council for Voluntary 
Organisations for NHS Highland’s 
Mid Highland Community Health 
Partnership. A report of this 

workshop.
Mid Highland CHP General 

Manager Gill McVicar told The
Oban Times: ‘I welcome the fact 
that we’ve reached this stage and 
look forward to taking it further.

‘This is the only workshop that 
has been arranged at present. A 
decision as to whether further 
workshops are needed will be 
taken at the meeting on February 
12.’

By STEPHEN NORRIS
ARDNAMURCHAN and 
Morvern residents have pledged 

Corran Ferry sailings for four 
weeks this spring while Nether 
Lochaber slipway is repaired.

Sunart, Acharacle, West 
Ardnamurchan and Morvern 
community councils say the 
move is ‘dangerous’ and are 
campaigning to force Highland 
Council to think again.

Their joint declaration follows 
last Thursday’s heated public 
meeting in the Sunart Centre, 
Strontian, when furious locals 
condemned the closure plan.

Highland Council says it is ‘not 
feasible’ to run the ferry during 
repairs essential for the lifeline 
service’s future.

The community councils claim 
‘few, if any’ contingency plans 
are in place for emergency 

William and 45 miles to anyone 

to access ‘inevitable’ incidents 
along the road which, they say, 
could not handle the estimated 

The ferry handles the greatest 
number of vehicle movements of 

‘An emergency situation is 
on the cards,’ said the councils. 
‘Shutting down the Corran Ferry 
link is not an option. We have 
reliable professional advice that 
there are other options, which 
would not require any lengthy 
period of closure.’

Prices of delivered goods 

would go up, tourism revenues 
would collapse, there would be 
‘gridlock’ on the A82 and people 
commuting to work would face 
huge increases in travelling 
costs.

They warn: ‘It is doubtful 
if anyone, other than those 
who live here, fully realise the 
problems this closure will mean 
for the people of our vulnerable 
communities. This is an issue 
of public safety and economic 
stupidity. 

‘The closure of the Corran 
Ferry to us is equivalent to 
shutting down the Forth road 
and rail bridges, the M1 or the 
London ring road for a month. It 
would not be tolerated there and 
it should not be tolerated here.’ 

More than £650,000 of urgent 
remedial work is required at the 
slipway. 

Disruption
Chief structural engineer 

Dave MacKenzie said it had 

the past 15 years and ‘everything 
possible’ would be done to 
minimise disruption during the 

Mr MacKenzie said the proposed 
timescale was ‘realistic’ and any 
contractor would face heavy 
penalties for delays. Community 
representatives want night work 
only over a longer period while 
the ferry continues to run. 

The council is ‘considering’ 
the A861 diversion issue and 
has met emergency services to 
develop ‘alternative contingency 
plans’.

The council is ‘sympathetic’ to 
local needs, but administration 

very major negative impact’ on 
Ardgour, Morvern, Sunart and 
north Mull communities.

‘We need to ensure that the 
disruption to the travelling 
public is reduced to the absolute 
minimum,’ he said. ‘Morvern 
takes an hour to get to Corran 
prior to travelling on to Fort 
William or Glasgow.

working or providing a very 
limited service. 

‘When the proposed tender 
goes out we need to ensure there 

by including the absolute 
minimum time limit for closure 
and punitive damages if this is 

‘In the tender we need to ask 
for options from companies to 

and/or allow for limited access 
by the smaller Maid of Glencoul 
ferry. It is vital to miss the key 

early September.’
If closure cannot be avoided, 

very limited vehicular access at 
Corran, a free
ferry from Ardgour to Nether 
Lochaber or a temporary slip 
at Ballachulish, a free shuttle 
passenger ferry at Camusnagaul 
and a secure link for pupils and 
teachers attending Ardnamurchan 
High School all had to be 
considered, said Councillor 

places, limitations on large 
coaches and wood lorries and 
signs to prevent convoys and 
allow overtaking would be also 
needed on the A861. Highland 
Council plans a further meeting 
on the issue in Strontian.

The Corran Ferry: could close for four weeks in the spring. 

Residents 
fight ferry 
shut-down

Lochaber College UHI students hand over their donation to Lochaber MRT.

Students raise £600 for local good causes

Community landowners to meet minister

Public to get say on Skye and 
Lochalsh hospital shake-up

THE CONSORTIUM developing 
the former Grand Hotel and 
McTavish’s Kitchens site in Fort 
William’s West End says the 

of its major shareholders hitting the 

Kilmartin Property Group went 
into receivership last week, but 
lead partners in the Fort William 

Ashford Property Group, is 

bed Travelodge and retail outlets 
will go ahead.

Ashford director Andrew Smith 
told The Oban Times the joint 
venture company that owns the 
site, Kilmartin Ashford LLP, is not 
affected by the Kilmartin Property 
Group receivership. ‘Furthermore 
the project is funded by our 
bankers and not HBOS who were 
Kilmartin’s backers,’ he said.  ‘I am 
in discussions with the receivers 
of Kilmartin Property Group and 
anticipate matters will be concluded 
swiftly. Ashford remain fully 
committed to the project and we 
hope to be able to proceed in early 
course.’

Assurance
over West 
End plans

RUMOURS circulating in 
Oban about shorter hours 
or full closure of the Sheriff 
Court have been completed 
dismissed by the Scottish 
Court Service.

A letter to The Oban Times 
claimed that people were 
concerned about the future 
of the business of the court. 
The author, who wanted 
to remained anonymous 
claimed: ‘Staff sickness and 
vacant positions have meant 
that the court does not open 
on time, and it is taking much 
longer for staff to respond to 
phone calls.’

A spokeswoman for the 
Scot t ish Court  Service 
confirmed: ‘It is business 
as usual at Oban Sheriff 
Court . 

‘We have arranged staff 
cover for the current vacancies 
and business will remain at 
Oban.

‘People will still be able to 

Court business     
as usual
at Oban

FUEL delivery companies are 
working around the clock as 
the demand for heating fuels 
has soars in the Highlands 
and islands.

Not only has the recent cold 
snap caused an increased 
demand for fuel, the snow 
and icy roads have made it 
impossible to reach a lot of 
customers as their oil, gas and 
coal supplies run dry.

George Lane of Oban Coal 
Company is working 14 hours 
a day, seven days a week, to 
try to get coal to everyone 
who needs it but impassable 
side roads have put him a 
week behind schedule. 

Drivers for Brogan Fuels 
and Gleaner Oils have been 

usual cap on their working 

hours and have been clocking 
up plenty of overtime as they 
attempt to clear the backlog 
of waiting customers. Brogan 
Fuels’ Oban depot manager 
Scott Wilson said: ‘It has 
been better this week as the 
snow and ice has begun to 
thaw but we are only manag

deliveries because of the road 
conditions. The main roads 

large tanker on side roads and 
up driveways is an absolute 
nightmare at the moment.

‘Our usual busy time is 
between Christmas and New 
Year, so we were ready for 
that, but there is normally a 
lull at the start of the year and 

that hasn’t happened. If any
thing, the demand for fuel has 

their normal hours and we 
are working hard to clear the 

‘The situation is worse for 
our northern customers; in 
Inverness there have been 
days when lorries can’t even 
get out of the yard!’

A spokesman for Gleaner 
Oils said the demand for fuel 
has risen this winter but said 
Argyll had been ‘lucky’ com
pared to more northern parts 
of the country.

He said: ‘Argyll has not 
been affected as badly be
cause of the lack of snow. 
Once you get to Fort William 
the amount of snow on the 

the Highlands.’
Some island communities 

have been cut off from suppli
ers for days due to impassable 
roads. About 100 properties 
on Skye had no heating or 
hot water last Friday, after 
the biomass system at Home 
Farm, Portree, stopped work
ing.

A spokesman for Lochalsh 
and Skye Housing Asso
ciation said the problem was 
caused by the cold weather 
affecting a sensor that trig
gers the heating.

Both Scottish Power and 
Scottish and Southern En
ergy said it was coping with 
the demand for electricity 
and that it was ‘business as 
usual’.

Highland and islands demand 
for heating fuel rockets

By EUAN PATERSON
epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

lane stretch of the A816 at 

Drivers could face delays 
of up to 20 minutes in getting 
past the site as work take 
places, though contractors 
will try to keep these to a 
minimum and avoid peak 
periods.

The stretch of road, one mile 
north of Kilmartin village 
and close to the Ford road 
junction, has been reduced 

lights for almost four years, 
following the collapse of a 
retaining wall at the side of the 
road. It will now be widened 
on the landward side, cutting 

damaged retaining wall will 
also be strengthened. 

The works are scheduled 
to last around 10 weeks and 
will be carried out by George 
Leslie Ltd. 

C o u n c i l l o r  D u n c a n 
M a c I n t y r e ,  t r a n s p o r t 
spokesman for Argyll and 
Bute Council, said: ‘This 
section of road has been 
operating as a single lane for 

‘I am sure that all those 
who use this road will be 
as delighted as I am that 
the upgrading is now going 
ahead, and I look forward 
to the traffic lights being 

spring.’

Carnasserie
roadworks finally
get under way

Charity
promotes
Burns
at home
A LEADING cancer charity 
is urging people to stay at 
home to celebrate this Burns’ 
Night this year and raise 
money for charity.

Macmillan Cancer Support 
is asking people to hold their 
own Burns Suppers and raise 
money to help those affected 
by cancer. By holding your 
own Burns Supper you can 
avoid the current  frosty 
conditions and ask friends 
and family to join you, in 
return for a donation. 

T h e  c h a r i t y  i s  a l s o 
campaigning for cancer 
patients under 60 to be 
entitled to Cold Weather 
Payments.

Water woe  
in thaw
THE RECENT slow thaw 

to the West Highlands after 
weeks of freezing weather.

MacKinnon of DK Plumbing 
attended seven call outs for 
burst pipes on Monday and 
Tuesday alone.

Eigg wins 

ISLE of Eigg residents are 
celebrating a very special 
New Year after being named 
joint winners of NESTA’s 
£1,000,000 Big Green 
Challenge.

at an awards ceremony 
in NESTA’s London HQ 
yesterday (Wednesday) 
afternoon after judges voted 
their innovative schemes 
to cut carbon emissions the 

UK entries.
Maggie Fyffe, of the Isle 

of Eigg Heritage Trust, 
told The Oban Times: ‘We 
are absolutely delighted. 
It’s been a fantastic project 
to have taken part in. The 
money will go a long way to 

volunteers and students to 

panel and home insulation 
schemes were planned, Ms 
Fyffe said.

carbon emissions by an 

past year alone.
He added: ‘The success 

of the project proves that 
when communities are 
incentivised, empowered 
and supported they become a 
compelling force in solving 
some of society’s biggest 
challenges.’
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A FORT William youth who scalded his 
drinking companion’s genitals and body 
with boiling water from a kettle has been 
sent to a young offenders’ institution for 
three years.

Sean Hutton, of 10 Douglas Place, sat in 
the dock with his head bowed as gruesome 
details of the late night assault emerged. 

Hutton, aged 18, had earlier admitted 
assaulting Anthony Scott by throwing boiling 
water over his body to his severe injury and 

Alma Road, on October 9 2008. 
Mr Scott had been sitting on the toilet with 

his trousers and shorts down when Hutton 
forced open the door and began pouring 
the scalding water over him, Fort William 
Sheriff Court heard. 

The pair were among a group of friends who 
earlier met up with group of girls, including 
a 13-year-old, while out to buy more drink. 
On the way back an argument broke out 
where Mr Scott challenged Hutton over ‘not 
appropriate’ suggestions about the 13-year-
old, Procurator Fiscal Alison Wylie said. 

to leave. He was in the toilet when Hutton 

him with water from the kettle, which he 
had heard being boiled seconds earlier.

‘He tried to shut the door, but he realised 
that boiling water had been put over him,’ 
Ms Wylie said. ‘It appeared to cover him 
from the neck down to below his knees, 
mainly on his left side. He started screaming 
in pain and the accused ran away.’ 

At the Belford Hospital accident and 

emergency department, Mr Scott ‘did 
not want to co-operate’ with police, but 
eventually provided them with a statement.

Medics found Mr Scott had sustained 
28 per cent burns to his body, including 

burns to his inner thighs and private parts.
He spent two days in hospital and has been 
left with a seven inch scar on the inside of 
his left thigh down to his knee, a three inch 
scar on his right thigh and a one inch scar on 
his genitalia.

Asked by one of the girls why he had 
done what he had, Hutton was reported as 
claiming the victim ‘is a woman beater’, 
said Ms Wylie. ‘He did have other burns, 
but these have healed. Doctors described it 
as being a painful injury.’

Mr Scott, who had lived in Kinlochleven, 
had ‘not surprisingly’ left Fort William 
immediately to stay with a relative in 
England. Defence counsel John Slavin 
said he understood it was the complainer’s 
inappropriate comments about the 13-
year-old that were the ‘background’ to the 
argument. He said: ‘There is nothing that 
excuses this behaviour. But the remorse he 
has shown since being taken into remand on 
December 10 has been genuine.’

Describing the assault as ‘truly horrendous 
and barbaric’, Sheriff Douglas Small jailed 
Hutton for three years, to be followed by 
two years supervision following his release.

He also ordered Hutton to be detained for a 
further four months and 26 days for breaches 
of court compensation and probation orders 
for offences in 2008.

Sean Hutton is led away to begin his sentence.            
10_f03hutton01

Three-year sentence 
for ‘barbaric’ attack  

Youth scalded drinking companion with boiling water

LOCHABER Environmental Group (LEG) is holding 
a series of public discussion evenings and events 
across Lochaber on energy-saving ideas. 

LEG gave a presentation to Kentallen Duror 
Community Council on Tuesday and will follow 
that with an eco minimalism and school build talk 
and tour from Samuel Foster of Gaia Architects at 
Acharacle Primary School tomorrow (Friday) from 
2.30pm to 4.30pm.

Jeff and Alex Forrester of Resipole, Salen, will 
hold an open day for a viewing of their state-of-the-
art 6kw wind turbine on Sunday January 17 from 
1pm to 2.30pm. A brief presentation and discussion 
on Lochaber’s domestic renewable energy and the 
‘Renew’ initiative follows at Ballachulish Community 
Council’s meeting in the pavilion on Tuesday January 

starring Leonardo DiCaprio, Mikhail Gorbachev and 
Stephen Hawking, will be given at the Sunart Centre, 
Strontian, on Saturday January 23 at 7pm.

For more details visit www.lochaber-environmental-
group.org.uk/events.asp or call 01397 700090.  

A FORT William bus driver 
has narrowly avoided losing 
his licence after his poor 
driving caused his bus to hit 
a bridge parapet.

Ian Cowan, of 6 Angus 
Crescent, Fort William, 
admitted driving the bus 
without due care and 
attention or with reasonable 
care for other road users 
on the A82 at North Road, 
the A830 and the B8006 at 
Lochyside on September 7 
last year.

Along the way Cowan 
crossed the centre line of 
the carriageway, struck 
the kerb, drove too fast for 
the road layout and hit the 
railway bridge at Lochyside, 
damaging the bus and the 
bridge. One passenger 
was slightly injured in the 
collision.

Fort William Sheriff Court 

A YOUNG Kinlochleven 
man with a promising career 
at sea ahead of him smashed 
a Fort William bus shelter 
roof with a bottle.

Fort William Sheriff Court 
heard Nathan McDade, of 1 
Lovat Place was ‘juggling’ 
the bottle inside the shelter 
on July 4 last year when it 
hit the roof, bringing down a 
cloud of glass splinters. 

A young woman received 
cuts to her leg and needed 11 
stitches for her wounds.

McDade, aged 17, admitted 
culpably and recklessly 
throwing a glass bottle 
at the shelter roof next to 
Morrison’s, smashing it to 
the danger of persons inside 
and to the injury of the 
woman. Defending, Hamish 

McDade, currently on a 
three-year course in marine 
engineering at Glasgow 
Technical College, was 
‘showing off’ and his actions 
were ‘not deliberate’.

Sheriff Douglas Small said: 
‘It was an extremely stupid 
thing for you to do. The 
girl might have been more 
seriously injured than she 
was. I hope this is the last 
time you appear in a court, 
Mr McDade.’

£300 and ordered to pay 
£350 compensation to the 
girl.

SIGNS on a plinth next to a Lochaber sea loch 
depicting the Jacobites’ ‘last stand’ at the last naval 
engagement in British waters has been replaced, 
thanks to a joint effort between Arisaig Community 
Council and a local councillor.  

The original sign on the plinth, which stands in 
a lay by at the Prince’s Cairn on the A830 at Loch 
nan Uamh off the A830 near Arisaig, was badly 
vandalised over a number of years and eventually 
disappeared altogether. 

After Arisaig and District Community Council 
petitioned their Highland councillors for funding, 
Councillor Bill Clark took up the request and 
organised the manufacture and design of the vandal-

The community council approved the English and 
Gaelic text and Felicity Nightingale of Fort William 
did the artwork.

The full £1,746.28 cost came from the councillors’ 
discretionary budget. 

Less than a fortnight after Culloden, two French 
privateers sailed into the loch carrying arms, 
gunpowder, brandy and gold. 

Armed with muskets, pistols, swords and dirks, 
more than 400 supporters, largely local Clanranald 
MacDonalds, occupied the hillsides. 

On May 3, three English ships anchored close by to 
the rocky islands at the head of the loch. After hours 
of bombardment and casualties on both sides, the 
English ships retreated.

Despite protests from the MacDonalds, the gold was 
removed to Loch Arkaig in Lochaber for distribution 
among the clans. 

According to local legend, some remains buried in 
the hills to this day.

At present the sign has been taken away again to be 
made more vandal proof.

Man
smashed bus 
shelter with 
bottle

Group holds talks 
on energy saving  

The new sign on the plinth at Loch nan Uamh.

Bus driver narrowly 
avoids losing licence   

Got a story for The Oban 
Times? Call our reporters on           

01631 568000. 

Joint project sees 
Arisaig Jacobite 
sign replaced

PUNISHING frosts at last relented in the West Highlands 
this week, bringing welcome relief for thousands.

Almost four weeks of severe weather saw temperatures 
down to almost minus 20°C accompanied by continuous 
snow cover.

Even at Bunree on Loch Linnhe near the Corran Ferry 
snow was reported lying on 25 consecutive days from 
December 19, while at Tulloch Bridge the mercury fell as 
low as minus 17°C.

The slow thaw began on Monday and is expected to 
continue.

Relief as thaw begins

heard the 2.45pm 046 
service from Fort William 
to Corpach via Lochyside 
and Caol ended when the 
bus hit the bridge, shattering 
the door and throwing glass 
inside.

‘A number of passengers 
got off the bus and walked to 
Kilmallie Police Station to 
report the accident,’ Alison 
Wylie, prosecuting, said.

Defending himself, Cowan 
said: ‘The bus is 40 foot long 
and you have to cross the 
white line to get round these 
corners.’

Cowan £300 and ordering 
eight penalty points to be 
placed on his licence, Sheriff 
Douglas Small told him: 
‘The manner in which this 
bus was being driven was 
extremely alarming to the 
passengers on board.’

The 
Big 
Freeze.
Don’t get caught out.
With no let-up to the current big freeze, we thought we’d remind you of some simple 
things you can do to protect your home, yourself and those around you.

If you can’t heat all your rooms, make sure you keep your living room warm during 
the day. Keep your heating on at a low temperature overnight too, so your pipes 
don’t freeze. It also helps to wrap the pipes in your loft or basement with insulation.

Keep yourself warm by wearing lots of thin layers. When you go out, take extra care 
and wear footwear with a good grip. 

If you have to use the car, check the forecast and your fuel and allow extra time for 
your journey. Put a shovel and a piece of carpet in your boot. (The carpet is for putting 
under your tyres if you get stuck.) Remember to de-ice your car properly and if the 
weather’s really bad, try not to use the car at all.

Let’s all look out for each other. Why not offer assistance to less able neighbours? 
Do they need their paths cleared or errands run to the shops or chemist? Maybe they 
just need some company if getting out is a problem. Go on, pop in, say hello. 

For more information, phone your local council, see the listing 
in your local directory or go to scotland.gov.uk/weatherwise
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Community
council
PLOCKTON and District 
Community Council met in 
Plockton Hall on December 
8.

Among the items discussed 
were:
Vandalism: There had been 
instances of vandalism in 
the village, all of which had 
been reported to the police. A 
residents’ watch has still not 
been formed in the village.
Roads: Complaints had been 
received about the condition 
of Harbour Street and it was 
hoped work promised last 
May would be done soon.
Railway station: The
community council 
expressed its concern at 
the general condition of the 
railway station at Plockton.  
It was very untidy, platform 
edges needed repaired and 
litter from Plockton High 
School pupils was a major 
problem. The road to the 
station also needs repaired.
National Trust: The
National Trust for Scotland 
(NTS) had held a drop-in 
meeting at Plockton with 
around 30 people attending. 
It hopes to improve the path 
to the coral beach. The NTS
had informed the community 
council of Scottish Water’s 
plans to branch the dam at 
Loch Lundie and lower the 
water level by two metres. 
Scottish Water had not 
informed the community 
council.
Plockton pontoon: Inquiries 
are to be made to see if the 
Plockton pontoon presently 
owned by the community 
council could be transferred 
to Plockton Harbour CC.
NHS workshop on February 
12: The community 
council felt strongly that 
the present facilities in 
Broadford Hospital should 
be maintained. 
New Burnside houses: It 
was suggested a letter should 
be sent to the new tenants of 
Burnside welcoming them 
to the community when the 
houses are allocated later 
this year.

The next meeting of the 
community council is on 
March 1 in Plockton Hall. 

Plockton
weather
DURING December there 
were three inches of rain 
with 9cms of snow falling 
on December 19.

The warmest day was 10°C

Frozen Islay
THE OLD country saying, 
‘as the days grow longer, 
the cold grows stronger’ 
certainly has held true since 
Christmas on Islay.

While Islay often has a 
few days of frost and still 
weather, usually it’s a relief 
to get such weather as a 

Achabeag
future
THERE was a lively and 
frank exchange of views at a 
recent meeting in Lochaline
hall to discuss what the 
estate hopes will be a major 
township two miles west of 
Lochaline at Achabeag.

Islay
Your correspondent 
is Susan Campbell: 
01496 850215

The chairman, Hugh 
Raven of Ardtornish Estate, 
welcomed 34 people and 
went on to summarise the 
consultation process that 
had been going on between 
Ardtornish Estate and the 
local community since 2001 
concerning the provision 
of land for housing in 
Morvern.

This had culminated in the
present proposal to develop 
the Achabeag township.

Sally Semple, the architect, 
stated that because there 
were no outstanding public 
objections following public 
consultation, the current 
outline design had been 
accepted by the planners 
in the draft local plan, 
so Achabeg is deemed to be 
in the local plan and will not 
feature in the public enquiry 
into the Draft Local Plan for 
Lochaber which is scheduled 
to take place early in 2010.

The architect continued by 
describing the site and how 
the development would be 
phased. In all, the design 
consisted of 15 detached 
houses for sale, four terraced 
and two detached affordable 
houses, and a commercial 
unit and two community 
shelters.

When asked: ‘What is an
affordable home?’, Hugh 
Raven stated that he had 
read the Highland Council
guidelines and found them 
hard to understand. When 
queried about the community 
shelters, he replied that they 
would be of basic wooden 
structure for an as yet 

It was suggested that the 
development would turn 
out to be nothing more 
than two ‘Kirk Braes’, with 
electric lighting and Tarmac
ruining the rural aspect. 

Hugh Raven countered 
this by quoting a Scottish 
Government Planning 
Advisory Note which 
advises against the use of 
street lighting and Tarmac
wherever possible in rural 
areas.

The chairman was reminded: 
‘Morvern is a wilderness 
area and shouldn’t it be 
kept that way? Do we really 
need to have more people in 
Morvern?’.

But he disagreed strongly 
with this assertion by citing 
the 2001 census which 
showed that among all the 
wards in Lochaber, the 
Ardnamurchan and Morvern 
ward was the only one to 
have seen a population 
increase. But within these 
areas, while all centres of
population, even smaller 
locations like Laga and 
Kingairloch had increased 
in size, the population of 
Lochaline had decreased by 
seven to eight per cent, so, 
he stated: ‘It is therefore 

Lochaline
Your correspondent 
is Alistair Scoular:
01967 421285

FORMER Oban couple Bill 
and Cathie Peoples recently 
celebrated their diamond 
wedding anniversary.

Friends and family joined 
the couple at the Marcliffe 
Hotel at Cults in Aberdeen, 
where they now live, 
to celebrate 60 years of 
marriage.

The couple’s son Jim, 
daughter-in-law and children 
from North Berwick and 
daughter, son-in-law and 
children from Nottingham
all reunited for the party.

Among the guests were 
family friends from Taynuilt,
Campbell and Florence 
Anderson and Jean and John 
Reid.

Cathie from Taynuilt
and Bill, originally from 
Dumbarton, married in Oban
on January 11 1950.  

The couple left Oban in 
1959 when Bill, who worked 
as an insurance agent in 
the area, was promoted 
to a regional manager in 
Aberdeen.

Around the Rurals

Send your district news 
to The Editor,  PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB.

Bill and Cathie on their wedding day. 

Bill and Cathie celebrating their diamond wedding anniversary in Aberdeen. 

Diamond wedding smilesKyle of 
Lochalsh
Your correspondent 
is Charlie MacRae: 
01599 544359

and coldest day was -4°C.
During 2009 Plockton had 
64 inches of rain compared 
with 72 inches in 2008. Fort 
William had 88 inches in 
2009.

Party fun
ON DECEMBER 23, 31 
children enjoyed a Christmas
party in Plockton Hall.

Services
stopped for 
three months 
LOCHALSH Church of 
Scotland have stopped 
their services in Plockton 
and Kirkton for the months 
of January, February and 
March to save on expenses. 

It will hold all of its services 
in Kyle Church.

Prize draw
THE ANNUAL Christmas
prize draw held in Plockton 
Hotel took place on 
Christmas eve.

First prize of £300 was won 
by Morag Amos and second 
prize of a Nintendo Wii 
was won by octogenarian 
Seonaid MacKenzie.

New Year 
celebrations
ON NEW Year’s Eve, large 
crowds gathered at Plockton 

being lit on the island by 
rockets from the shore and 

display.  A dance followed in 
Plockton Hall organised by 
Mr and Mrs Terry Heaviside 
which raised £1,600 for 
Computers for Africa.

of the highest importance 
to reverse this trend by 
bringing more people to live 
and work in Morvern.’

Morvern
Heritage
Society
THE MAIN feature 
of Morvern Heritage 
Society’s last meeting of 
the year in Lochaline Hall 
was an illustrated talk by 
society member Brian 
Mullins entitled: ‘My Stroll 
Round the Morvern Coast’,
which he accomplished 
over a six day period in early 
April.

The 59-year-old plumber 
and artist is an experienced 
mountaineer having 
conquered all of Scotland’s 
284 Munros and more than 
160 of the Corbetts but, be 
that as it may, he stated that 
the Garbh Shlios area above
Loch Linnhe in south east 
Morvern, which he reached 

opinion, the roughest ground 
in Britain. 

But he was well 
compensated for this when he 
reached the summit of Glais
Bheinn with its remarkable
views to Ben Nevis in the 
north east, round to Ben 
Cruachan and Ben Starav in 
the east, Colonsay, Jura and 
Arran to the south, and to
the north west, the summits 
of the highest hills in the 
southern Western Isles, Skye 
and the Small Isles.

Brian Mullin’s sponsored 
walk raised £2,000 for the 
Maggie’s Cancer Care group 
in gratitude for the care and 
kindness that his partner 
Vicki received following 
her successful treatment for 
breast cancer.

Charity cash
THIS year the £1,085 
proceeds from Lochaline
Hotel’s fund raising quiz 
and auction plus donations 
was again donated to the 
the Children’s Hospice 
Association Scotland.

In all, from Morvern’s adult 
population of around 320, 
this makes a total of £6,969 
raised in 2009 for various 
cancer charities.

break from wind and rain. 
Unusually, the freezing 
temperatures have been here 
for a fortnight at time of 
writing, with no respite from 
the cold in the immediate 
weather forecast.

While some snow has 
fallen, it has mainly been 
the effects of sleet or hail 
showers falling on already 
frozen ground which has 
caused icy conditions on 
Islay’s roads. 

Argyll and Bute Council
has been sending gritting 
lorries out to keep the main 
roads which link the ferry 
ports and villages passable, 
but the island’s rural roads 
have largely been left 
ungritted. Some people in the 
country areas of Islay have 
been unable to drive safely 
to reach the main roads, 
leaving people housebound 
for a week or more.

It’s a good idea to keep the 
store cupboard well stocked 
at this time of year.

Now that the schools have 

TARBERT Loch Fyne man Alistair Kernachan, one of Caledonian
MV 

Hebridean Isles on Wednesday January 6 at Kennacraig.
Over 31 years, Alastair worked on many vessels and routes but 

is particularly well-known to travellers to Islay, Colonsay and the 
Small Isles.

He has enjoyed his life at sea and is known to many of the regular 
customers as a personal friend. He is pictured signing off ship’s 
articles as he retires, with the good wishes of all his colleagues 

Cathy.

Taynuilt
PRESIDENT Jessie Servant welcomed 20 members 
of the Taynuilt branch of the Scottish Women’s Rural
Institute (SWRI) to the annual Christmas dinner in 
the Taynuilt Hotel on December 16.

A delicious meal was thoroughly enjoyed by 
everyone and thanks go to the hotel staff for making 
everyone so welcome. 

Thanks also to Campbell Anderson for playing 
Christmas music. 

A whist drive in Taynuilt Village Hall, organised 
by Taynuilt SWRI on December 11, raised £125 for 
branch funds.

Kilmore
THIS year’s festive celebrations were in two parts.

First there was a visit to a panto - Robin Hood and 
Babes in the Wood. 

Then, on December 10, there was a party with 
games, good food and a visit from Santa who had 
a present for everyone. A lovely time was had by 
everyone.

Alistair calls it a 
day after 31 years

A CONCERT will be held 
later this month in Glasgow
to celebrate the tenth 
anniversary of a unique 
music course based in the 
Outer Hebrides.

The achievements of 
the Traditional Music and 
Gaelic course run by Lews
Castle College UHI in its 
Benbecula campus will 
be celebrated in a concert 
bringing together around 
50 staff, students, former 
students and top traditional 
musicians on January 29 in 
St Andrews on the Square.

The performers will form 
two ensembles and two 
choirs in what promises to 
be a lively showcase for 
their own compositions and 
a highlight of the Celtic
Connections festival. 

The course, run at FE 
and HNC level, is unique 
in combining the teaching 
of traditional music and 
recording techniques 
with Gaelic, and has been 
responsible for developing 
and launching a steady 
stream of musicians and 
composers into the music 
world from its earliest days.

Originally set up as an 
opportunity for local people 
to build on the success 
and interest generated by 
South Uist’s music and 
summer school Ceolas, the 
course quickly earned an 
international reputation, 
attracting students from all 
quarters of the globe.

Dr Will Lamb is a founding 
tutor and FE course leader. 
He is an expert in sound 
engineering; a musician; 
and distinguished academic 

gone back for the new term, 
road gritting has increased 
to allow buses to safely 
transport pupils. 

Gaelic choir 
rehearsals
CÒISIR Ghàidhlig Ìle, 
Islay’s senior Gaelic choir, 
with Iseabail Mactaggart, 
conductor, is due to restart 
weekly choir rehearsals today 
(Thursday) at Bowmore 
Village Hall.

Ladies’ and men’s choirs 
will also restart practice on 
Thursday evenings.

New members are 
welcome, and this is a great 
time to join as everyone will 
be starting together to learn 
this year’s Mòd pieces and 
other Gaelic songs.

Music and Gaelic tuition 
is given at every rehearsal 
and practice CDs will 
be provided. For further 
information, contact the 
choir secretary on 01496 
850537.

in linguistics, Celtic studies 
and Gaelic.

Dr Lamb said: ‘The course 
really punches above its 
weight. It produces a high 
number of students who 
go on to the Traditional
Music course at Strathclyde 
University, and we get very 
positive feedback about their 
level of skill.’

Anna Wendy Stevenson, 
one of the course’s music 
lecturers, said: ‘It is great 
to see people who have 
never composed before 
composing good music. We 
see ourselves as facilitating 
good musicianship rather 
than imposing any particular 
ethos.’

Other in-house course 
tutors include top piper and 
artistic director of Ceolas
Iain MacDonald and Kenna
Moffat of South Uist, Gaelic
teacher and consultant on 
the history, folklore and 
culture of the Highlands and 
Islands.

Former students of the 
course include current 
nominee for BBC traditional 
music best up and coming 
musician Matheu Watson 
who at 19 has already toured 
88 countries with the Fred 
Morrison band and plans to 
come to Uist to record his 

Young Traditional Musician 

MacKenzie; Skippinish piper 
Seonaidh MacIntyre and 
many MOD gold medallists 
in all areas.

Tickets for the concert are 
available from the Celtic
Connections site or the Royal
Concert Hall, Glasgow.

Concert celebrates 
ten years of course

THIS MONTH IN 
SCOTTISH FIELD...
READ...
HEALTH, 
WEALTH & 
HAPPINESS:
Fifty tips to 
change your 
life.
ABOVE 
SCOTLAND:
Spectacular 
aerial photos 
of the nation.
DUNBLANE:
Exploring the 
charms of 
a town with 
a religious 
heritage.
THE REAL FACE OF BURNS:
Can we be sure what Robert 
Burns really looked like?

WIN...
WIN: A stay at Inchmarlo Resort and Golf 
Club; WIN: Two nights for four plus golf at 
the doubletree by hilton dunblane hydro 
hotel

DISCUSS...
GO TO OUR FORUMS: Share views, rate 
whiskies or restaurants, or submit book 
reviews at www.scottishfield.co.uk

COUNTRY NEWS   INTERIORS   GARDENS   FOOD & DRINK   PROPERTY   ANTIQUES   FASHION   TRAVEL  JANUARY 2010

COOKING UP A BURNS 
BANQUET
THE HEALTH OF OUR HILLSSCANDINAVIAN FEEL TO ANGUS ESTATE HOUSEPROTECTING SCOTS PINES

A DAY IN 
DUNBLANE

Plus

SCOTLAND 
FROM THE AIR

50Health, wealth& happiness

FREE INSIDEFANTASTIC2010WALLPLANNER

January 2010 £3.50
WIN two nights for four plus golf at the Doubletree by Hilton Dunblane Hydro Hotel

NEW YEAR TIPS
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www.oban.org.uk the definitive web 
guide to Oban that enjoys 20 million hits 

We can help you to help your business.
Visit: www.oban.org.uk

TODAY!

YOUR STARS
WITH PATRICK ARUNDEL
ARIES Mar 21st - Apr 20th 090 6612 4520

TAURUS Apr 21st - May 21st 090 6612 4521

GEMINI May 22nd - Jun 21st 090 6612 4522

CANCER Jun 22nd - Jul 23rd 090 6612 4523

LEO Jul 24th - Aug 23rd 090 6612 4524

VIRGO Aug 24th - Sep 23rd 090 6612 4525

LIBRA Sep 24th - Oct 23rd 090 6612 4526

SCORPIO Oct 24th - Nov 22nd 090 6612 4527

SAGITTARIUS Nov 23rd - Dec 21st 090 6612 4528

CAPRICORN Dec 22nd - Jan 20th 090 6612 4529

AQUARIUS Jan 21st - Feb 19th 090 6612 4530

PISCES Feb 20th - Mar 20th 090 6612 4531

SP: Pronto Ltd, PO Box 52785 EC1p 1TY
Calls cost 60p per minute from standard landline
For entertainment purposes only

what’son
Various > Ballet, Jazz
Ballet West Classes Body conditioning
Tel: 01866 822641

Various > Kundalini Yoga
Energie Fitness
Tel: 01852 300174 for details

Mondays > Pilates
Rockfield Primary Campus
6.30pm

Mondays & Wednesdays > Pilates
Energie Health & Fitness Club
Monday 11am / Wednesday 7pm

Thursdays > Beginners Tai Chi
Church of Scotland Centre
7.45pm Tel: 01852 500361

Saturdays > Gymnastics with Nikki
Oban Primary Campuss - Suitable for all ages 12-4pm
tel: 01631 770656 or 01355 904714

Thursday 14 January > Beginners Tai Chi
Church of Scotland Centre 7.45 - 9.15 pm
Glencruitten Road

January 29 & 30 > Ballet West
Corran Halls Nutcracker

January 18 > Oban Music Society
Glencruitten Church Centre Amadeus Duo

COMMUNITY 
NOTICEBOARD

www.thehighlandtheatre.co.ukCinema The Highland Theatre

From Friday 15th January

Cert PG 106 min
DAILY 6.30 SAT/SUN MATINEE 1.30, 4.15

ST TRINIAN’S 2
THE LEGEND OF FRITTON’S GOLD

Cert 15 120 min
DAILY 6.00, 8.45

IT’S
COMPLICATED

OBAN MUSIC SOCIETY
CONCERT  18th JANUARY
On Monday 18th January the 

Amadeus Duo 
will be playing at the Glencruitten Church Centre.
Margaret Preston (Flute) and Alina Bzhezhinska (Harp) will be 
playing music  by Chopin, Debussy, Liebermann and others as 
well as their own arrangements of Scottish traditional tunes.

The concert starts at 7.30 pm and tickets are available at 
the door for non-members - £8 and £7 for concessions. 

Children and students are free.

Supported by Enterprise Music Scotland

SMALL but appreciative 
audiences made the effort to 
go to Argyll Youth Theatre’s 
production of Willie Orr 
of Benderloch’s play The 
Highland Famine.

Clearances
The play was to have been 

performed for three nights at 
the Corran Halls in Oban but 
because of a lack of ticket sales 
last Thursday, this was turned 
into a further dress rehearsal 
with a special audience.

Keith MacKechnie and his 
daughter, Freya, from North 
Connel had come to see the play 
because of Keith’s connection 
to the story set in the now-
deserted township of Shiaba on 
the Ross of Mull.

The township emptied 
following the Highland potato 
famine in the late 1840s, early 

1850s, which led to rent arrears 
escalating, evictions and many 
of the population  emigrating to 
Canada.

Keith still has a letter his 
great-great-great grandfather, 
Neil MacDonald, aged 99, 
wrote petitioning the then 
Duke of Argyll to grant him 
to stay on as a tenant after 60 
years of faithfully paying his 
rent.

‘He wrote the letter on June 
1 1847 but he was evicted 
and died in November 1847,’ 
said Keith, adding that he was 
intrigued to see the play but 
had not been able to return on 
the Friday or Saturday.

‘The play was factually 
accurate,’ said Keith, who 
knows former Oban High 
School history teacher, actor 
and playwright Willie Orr.

‘He even brought in Factor 
Mor; children a generation 
older than me used to be told 
that Factor Mor was coming to 
get them if they didn’t behave, 
instead of the Bogeyman.’

‘Wealth of talent’ 
Willie, a shepherd at one 

time on the Ross of Mull, told 
The Oban Times that he had 
written the play for a group 
of youngsters he was working 
with while at Oban High School 
having done some research for 
Tom Devine’s book The Great 
Highland Famine.

He had completed the play 
after retiring from the high 
school in 2005.

‘I had originally thought of 
doing it with adults but gave 
the script to Gwyneth [Neal] to 
read and she asked if the young 
people could do it,’ he said.

A former professional actor 
himself, Willie helped with 
some of the acting direction.

‘The core of youths at the 
youth theatre have a wealth 
of talent,’ he said, adding 
that he was very pleased with 
their performance of his play, 
which received very positive 
and warm feedback from the 
audiences.

Gwyneth, who runs Argyll 
Youth Theatre, said around 25 
of the group started rehearsing 
the play in September, with 
junior members singing at the 
start.

She thanked all those who 
helped behind the scenes, 
including Pauline Carson for 
the music, Sandra Owens, 
Marlese MacDonald, Jane 
Carson, Danielle Hay, Nicola 
O’Brien and Heather Irvine.

Members of Argyll Youth Theatre who performed in The Highland Famine. 07_t03youth01

History of Mull comes alive at Corran Halls

ON MONDAY, January 
18 Oban Music Society 
welcomes  Margaret 
Preston and Alina 

concert of the year. 
Scottish composers 
The pair have had a 

busy season performing 
an eclectic mix of both 
classical and new works 
by Scottish composers.

Margaret was educated 
at Aberdeen University 
and then moved to Trinity 
College London to study 

Bennet and Lenore 
Smith giving concerts in 
the prestigious Wigmore 
Hall and Purcell Rooms. 

She now plays with 
a number of groups 
such as the Aberdeen 
sinfonietta and the 
Yggdrasil Quartet. 

Recently she has been 

documentaries.
Alina is an international 

artist based in Edinburgh. 
She studied at the Chopin 
Academy of  Music in 
Warsaw and then at the 
University of Arizona. 

Her virtuoso 
performances and 
imaginative programmes 
have established her as 
a harpist of exceptional 
accomplishment. This 
year she has been 
appointed  as harp 
lecturer at the Royal 
Scottish Academy of 
Music and Dance.

Their  programme in 
Oban includes works 
by Chopin, Debussy, 
Oswald, Liebermann and  
Lutoslawski as well as a 
a selection of traditional 
Scottish tunes arranged 
by themselves.

The concert is 
at 7.30pm in the 
Glencruitten Church 
Centre and non members 
of the society are very 
welcome.

Oban Music Society 
starts year in style

THE DYNAMIC duo, 
Skipinnish, will top a year of 
celebrations with a 10-year 
anniversary concert at top music 
festival Celtic Connections later 
this month. 

Andrew Stevenson from 
Achnacarry and Angus MacPhail 

formed Skipinnish in 1999, and 
in the following 10 years have 
had great success, not only as an 
award winning ceilidh band, but 

also as a record company, and 
most recently with their music 
venue, the Skipinnish Ceilidh 
House in Oban.

Skipinnish has celebrated its 
10th year by releasing a fourth 
album ‘Live from the Ceilidh 
House’, creating its own whisky, 
and hosting a black tie celebration 
in the Ceilidh House. The
concert takes place on Sunday, 
January 24 at the ABC theatre 
on Glasgow’s Sauchiehall Street 

and will feature Skipinnish 
with some very special guests.
Joining the duo will be a 
top line up of artistes on the 

virtuoso Archie McAllister, 
Gaelic singers, Rachel Walker 
and James Graham and award 
winning celtic folk/rock group 
Skerryvore.

Tickets are available from 
the Celtic Connections website 
www.celticconnections.com.

Skipinnish rounds off big year at Celtic Connections

A SET of bagpipes will be 

Netherlorn Piping Society 
recital of the year.

Oban Pipe Band pipe 
major Euan Dewar has been 
given the honour of playing 
the pipes at the recital, one 
of the society’s monthly club 
nights, next Wednesday at 
7.30pm in the Argyllshire 
Gathering Halls.

society the programme is 
open to anyone who wants 

performances from 
experienced pipers, such as 
Angus MacColl.

Old pipes to 
be aired at 
Netherlorn
recital

An Tober moves 
for a night
MULL venue An Tobar 
is moving, but only for  
one night, to the Celtic 
Connections festival in 
Glasgow.

Head line performer Colin 
MacIntyre will be playing on 
Tuesday January 19 during 
the An Tobar Sessions in the 
prestigious Glasgow Royal 
Concert Hall.

Joining Colin on stage will 
be protégés of the Tobermory 
centre: Aidan O’Rourke and 
the David Milligan Trio with
music originally recorded 
and performed on Mull.

A large local cast will perform Rumpelstiltskin in this year’s Taynuilt village panto. The perfor-
mance by Taynuilt and District Drama Society (TADDS) will be on January 21, 22 and 23 in the 

village hall. In a twist on the traditional tale, boastful dressmaker Bess Dress makes an exag-

thrown into prison to either spin gold for the greedy Queen Lottie or else be executed. Faced 
with such an impossible task Iona has no choice but to accept help from an evil magician and in 

APPIN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
THE 51ST HIGHLANDERS:

Dr. Iain McNicol
Saturday 16 January

Port Appin Hall   2.30pm
 www.appinhistoricalsociety.co.uk

 Reg. Scottish Charity 
No. SC029411

LORN GARDEN CLUB
Join us for our January meeting

And enjoy a talk by David Croucher entitled
A HISTORY OF RHS 
WISLEY GARDEN

Lorn Resource Centre
Soroba Road, Oban

Tuesday 19th January
7.15 for 7.30

followed by refreshments.
All Welcome

OPERA RECITAL
SEIL ISLAND HALL
With former Scottish 

Opera Soprano
Ann Archibald and guests

An Comunn Gaidhealeach  MEUR  CHRUACHAIN 
(Cruachan  Branch)

4th Winter  CEILIDH
Saturday, 16 January in  Taynuilt Village Hall at 7.45pm 

Piper Emma Law;   Folk Group Gleusda with singers Donnie 
MacKenzie, Alison Lamonby, Catriona Laird, John Oswald, & 

Jim Hanson;   Deirdre MacDonald – Fiddle;   Robert Robertson – 
Accordion;  Jake MacKay – Mouthorgan;   Eilidh MacInnes Dancers;   

Fear an Taighe:  Cameron Fletcher.
Admission £3; (£2 for Members & Children 5-16 yrs) including Tea.
Warm Welcome Extended to All  (Funds collected promote 

The Gaelic Language, Music and Culture)

Cert 12A 128min
DAILY 8.30

SHERLOCK 
HOLMES

WHERE THE 
WILD THINGS ARE

Cert PG 100 min
SAT/SUN MATINEE 12.15, 2.15, 3.45

EVERLASTING
MOMENTS

Cert 15 110 min
MONDAY 18th JAN 6.30

From Friday 22nd January for 7 Days
NINE - Cert 15

It’s Complicated
CERT 15

Writer/director Nancy Meyers (What Women Want) 

formed the bedrock of classical Hollywood.  Meryl 
Streep, Steve Martin and Alec Baldwin star in a comedy 
about love, divorce and everything in between. 

Sherlock Holmes
CERT 12A

A dynamic new portrayal of Arthur Conan Doyle’s most 

and starring Robert Downey, Jr and Jude Law.

St Trinian’s 2: The legend of Frittons Gold
CERT PG’

The  outrageous schoolgirls are back and they are on 
the hunt for buried treasure after discovering their 
headmistress  is related to pirates. Starring Colin 
Firth, David Tennant, Gemma Arterton, Rupert 
Everett and Sarah Harding.

Where The Wild Things Are
CERT PG

Innovative director Spike Jonze collaborates with 
author Maurice Sendak to bring one of the most 
beloved books of all time to the big screen. A classic 

the world out. Critically acclaimed and  one of the 

Netherlorn Piping Society
CLUB NIGHT
(Come along and enjoy

performances by top local pipers)
Argyllshire Gathering Halls
Wednesday 20th January 2010 

At 7.30pm

Adm: - Adults £3 Children - Free

All proceeds go towards development 
of piping in Oban & Lorn.
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WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all our 
reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on 
occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of producing the 
biggest local newspaper in the West Highlands.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in 

Editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB giving 
your day-time telephone number where possible. This statement 
of policy will appear on this page every week along with any 

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s 
Code of Conduct. 

The views expressed in The Oban Times are not necessarily those 
of this newspaper.

PRESS POLICY

Glasgow Letter

The Oban Times
& West Highland Times

10 LETTERS

Your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 
300 words in length for publication on this 
page. The editor also reserves the right 
to shorten, to amend or to refuse to print 
them. Names and postal addresses must 
be supplied, including on emails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime telephone number is 
also required for verification. Anonymous 
letters or those supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not be printed. Please 
write or fax to: Letters page, The Oban Times, 
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 
568001. Email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

Letters to the editor
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk www.obantimes.co.uk

Telephone: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001

Cold start
to 2010 
YOU KNOW how cold it is 

about when local Highland 
associations cancel their 
functions.

Often in this column I have 
commented on how hardy 
those who attend ceilidhs in 
Clydebank are but this recent 
severely cold spell was even 
too much for them! 

It also resulted in the 
cancellation of the Glasgow 
Skye’s family ceilidh which 
was due to be held on the 
same weekend. 

One can only sympathise 
with the secretaries who 
spend huge amounts of time 
organising such events and 
then have to spend just as 
much time notifying of its 
cancellation.

One event which did 
survive the conditions was 
the ever successful and 
popular Highland Ball run 
by Comunn Taobh an Iar in 
Milngavie Town Hall.  

As might be expected 
the number attending was 
slightly down on last year, 
but a crowd of about 130 
enjoyed an excellent buffet 
together with ceilidh dancing 
to John Carmichael’s Band 
and songs from Janet 
Campbell who fortunately 
managed to make the journey 
from Mull. 

Pipers for the evening were 
Graham Richardson and 
James MacLean.

Gaelic
classes
GLASGOW City Council’s 
Culture and Sport Gaelic 
classes will resume in Sgoil 
Ghaidhlig Glaschu on 
Monday January 18.

Last term the 40 learners 
made up eight classes and 
while they will all move on 
to the next level another 30 
have expressed interest in 
starting.

The classes are free to all 
residents of Glasgow and to 
parents of children attending 
Gaelic Medium education. 

For further information 
contact eddy.cavin@
csglasgow.org.uk or 
telephone 0141 276 1525 or 
07919 014612.

A few weeks ago I also 
mentioned that Altram was 
hoping to set up Gaelic 
classes in Glasgow with a 
view to introducing children 
to the language as early as 
possible.

These classes would 
therefore be suitable for 

adults, both learners and 
speakers, who are likely to 
be involved with very young 
children.

For more information 

uk or telephone Finlay 
MacLeod 01542 836322 or 
Catherine 0141 226 5222.

Scots’ Night
THE SCOTS’ Night run by 
the Womens’s Guild in St 
Columba’s Church will take 
place on Monday January 25 
at 7.30pm. 

There will be traditional 
fayre followed by a ceilidh.

Diary
dates
Thursday January 14:
Celtic Connections, Opening 
Concert, Royal Concert Hall, 
7.30pm.
Friday January 15: Blair 
Douglas and the Outside 
Track, Oran Mor, 7.30pm. 
Perth Gaelic Society ceilidh, 
St Matthew’s Church Hall, 
Tay Street, 7.30pm.
Saturday January 16:
Stirling branch of An Comunn 
Gaidhealach ceilidh, Lesser 
Albert Halls, 7.30pm. Skye 
Night with Arthur Cormack 
and friends, St Andrew’s in 
the Square, 7.30pm. Clann 
Gaidhlig ceilidh, Community 
Centre, Bishopton, 7.30pm. 
Highlander’s Club, Partick 
Burgh Hall, 7.30pm, Charlie 
Kirkpatrick’s Band. Bodega, 
City Halls, Recital Room, 
8pm. West Highland Safari, 
Tron Theatre, 8pm.
Thursday January 21:
Maggie MacInnes and James 
Graham Trio, St Andrew’s 
in the Square, 7.30pm. 
Ceol’s Craic, Centre for the 
Contemporary Arts (CCA), 
8.30pm.
Friday January 22:
Glasgow Uist and Barra 
Association, New Year 
Dance, Glasgow University
Union, 9pm to 1am. Ceol’s 
Craic, CCA, 8.30pm.
Saturday January 23: Ceol’s 
Craic, CCA, 8.30pm. Aly 
Bain and Karen Matheson, 
City Halls, 7.30pm. Ceilidh 
dance with Occasionals, 
Pearce Institute, 8pm.

Pub scene
GUNNA Sound will play in 
the Park Bar on both Friday 
and Sunday with Eriskay 
Lilt on Saturday.  

Deoch ’n Dorus will be 
in the Islay Inn on Friday 
with Scunner Daft making 
their debut on Saturday. 
Neil Murray. Tel: 0141 954 
8105. Email: neilfmurray@
yahoo.co.uk.

A duty
of care
WHILE recognising the 
sterling work done by 
everyone who has been 
involved in gritting roads 
and sometimes pavements, 
there seems to be a lack of 
urgency by the local authority 
at Kilmory and St Andrews 
House in Edinburgh. 

This was amply illustrated 
by the horrendous gaffe 
made by Finance Minister 
John Swinney who said early 
last week that the pavements 

lived to regret. 
I’m assured they were 

- even those leading to the 
Scottish Parliament or in Mr 
Swinney’s constituency.

We all know that they were 

Argyll and Bute. 
The pavement leading to 

The Oban Times

Wednesday after being left 
glacial for days. 

The only alternative to 
risking severe injury was to 
walk on the adjacent road 
which had been sanded and 
salted.

Fine, but not for the 
motorist who encountered 
me walking on it and told me 
to get back on the ******* 
pavement or he would knock 
me down. 

From the outset of this very 
seasonal weather, I have 
been convinced there has not 
been a proper contingency 
plan on how to deal with 
snow, frost and severely icy 
roads in Argyll and Bute. 

I accept that the last time 
we suffered such a cold snap 
was in 1963 and therefore it 
doesn’t happen very often. 

Given the vagaries of 
‘climate change’ there should 

and there obviously isn’t. 
However, the phrase a 

‘duty of care’ came to mind 
when I slipped and slithered 
on untreated pavements and 
I thought I should check 

authorities do have exactly 
that.

If you have fallen and 
sustained injuries, write to 
the very highly paid chief 
executive of this council and 
threaten to sue as it is the 
local authority or the Scottish 
Executive, dependent on 
whose road you fall on, 
which is responsible. 

Before she can cry: ‘Act of 
God’, I’m assured that this is 
not acceptable.

What about 
council being 
neighbourly?
I HOPE those living in the 
north west of Mull for whom 
local MP Alan Reid has 

talk to their legal advisors 
as they have been treated 
disgracefully by local 
authority staff. 

Alan has given me a copy 
of the e-mails that have been 
exchanged and he has even 
had to quote the law about 
the special conditions that 
apply to islands that are less 
than 2,300 square kilometres 
as far as drivers’ hours 
regulations are concerned. 

The excuse for not doing 
anything to clear the B807 
was: ‘gritting higher priority 
roads was a full-time job’!

I would have thought that 

assisting those who have 
had no access - other than 

before New Year do have a 
right of a ‘duty of care’ from 
those who will collect their 
Council Tax whether they 
can get to their village store 
or not. 

No doubt an ATV will 
suddenly materialise to 
deliver that bill. 

More power to Alan Reid’s 
efforts. 

We all understand that 
the constituency MSP 
Jim Mather has been too 
involved with the proposed 
new power line from Beauly 
to Denny to get to grips with 
this matter of life or death to 
those cut off by Argyll and 
Bute Council staff.

A caring
ACHA
BUT A word of praise for 
the prescience of Argyll 
Community Housing 
Association (ACHA) which 
certainly has been a beacon 
of ‘good neighbourliness’. 

Every tenant who lives 
alone has been contacted in 
the past week to check that 
they are well and able to 
get about and that they have 

homes.
I’m sure that where there 

are couples who are known to 
be ill or very frail and might 
need assistance, they will 
have also been contacted. 

ACHA has also since a 
week today been providing 
assistance to the council with 
pavement gritting in Oban 
and Lorn, Helensburgh and 
Lomond and Bute. 

Two association trucks 
and six workers have been 
ensuring that pavements 
in areas that have not been 
touched are gritted. 

A spokesman said this 
week they would continue to 
make pavements safe to help 
the local authority. 

Now that’s ‘good 
neighbourliness’ and an 
illustration of a ‘duty of care’ 
where they were not legally 
bound to do so.

Winter        
silly
season?
WE ALL know about the 
‘silly season’ as being some 
weeks at the end of the 
Westminster parliamentary 
session when weariness 
pervades the decision-
makers and howlers prevail. 

Obviously Jeff Hoon and 
Patricia Hewitt, the two 
former Labour Cabinet 
Ministers who tried to oust 
Gordon Brown from the 
premiership last week by 
calling for a ‘secret ballot’, 
are suffering from the winter 
version of it. 

Although the present 
Cabinet showed a distinct 
lethargy about actually 
commiting themselves to a 
‘full-hearted’ endorsement of 
Mr Brown, they realised the 
consequences of supporting 
the Hoon-Hewitt proposal - a 
General Election in February 
and numerous political 
orphans in the snow!

Ex Superintendent Bert MacBrayne, Argyllshire Constabulary/Strathclyde Police, son of Constable John 
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Police join Port Askaig RNLI 
gala day fun in the mid 1930s

No visitor 
centre in 
Tobermory 
office
Sir, 
The Head of Visitor Services 
of VisitScotland should 
get out a bit more and visit 
Scotland.

If he did he would discover, 
among other things, that there 
is no visitor information 
centre in the Caledonian 

in Tobermory as he states.
How many other 

‘improvements’ that are 
announced do not exist? 

There seems to be a proposal 
to have a self service point in 

in the future, but this is just 
what it says - self service. As 
a tourist this would certainly 
not be my idea of service.

The CalMac staff are busy 
as it is, so how are they 
supposed to cope in a tiny 

space already? 
Are those of us who buy 

tickets here supposed to 
queue behind strings of 
visitors wanting to know 
where the public toilets are 
at this end of the street? 

This is simply another 
attempt to downgrade the 
main population centre 
on Mull, ie the town of 
Tobermory. 

From the point of view of 
someone who has not been 
to Mull and just looks at a 
map this may make sense 
but on the ground it is a far 
different matter.
Bruce Blackadder, 
Tobermory. 

Ferry fares 
concern
Sir, 
I read with concern your 
article ‘Free ferry fares for 
pensioners under threat’. 

I was particularly dismayed 
to read Councillor Duncan 
MacIntyre’s views that 
‘instead of allowing those 
eligible for a concession 
free travel on its ferries, SPT 
makes a nominal charge 
as it already does on its 
Glasgow underground and 
rail services’. 

This statement displays a 
huge lack of understanding 
of the realities for islanders, 
which is very disappointing 
from the chairman of the 
Highland and Islands 
Transport Partnership. 

There is one major difference 
between travel on ferries for 
islanders and on trains for 
those on the mainland and 

that is choice. Those on the 
mainland entitled to free 
concessionary bus travel can 
choose to travel by train but 
they still have available to 
them their free bus travel. 
However, those living on 
islands cannot access their 
free concessionary bus 

by ferry. 
If the funding of the 

and more revenue needs 
to be raised then clearly 
options need to be explored. 
However, this should not be 
by discriminating against 
disabled and older islanders 
and making them pay for 
their only possible means of 
travel.

Surely the most sensible 
route for increasing revenue 
would be to increase 
the ‘nominal charge’ for 
everyone who chooses to 
travel by rail as opposed 
to bus? Such a move treats 
everyone equally and since 
it covers major areas of 
population would have 
much greater fund-raising 
potential.
Michael J Hogan, Ulva 

Raise the age 
for free travel
Sir,
Certainly there is an anomaly 
that only islanders are 
entitled to free ferry fares, 
The Oban Times January 
7, whereas all other seniors 
must pay the full fare. 

We all know there is a 

that has to be met. 
As most people do not 

now retire at 60, could the 
qualifying age not be raised 
to 61 or 62 increasing fare 
revenue on the one hand 
and thus allowing all seniors 
over 62 free travel, just like 
the buses?

In Norway the concession 
scheme does not apply until 
your 68th birthday. 

Free and concessionary 
travel is a wonderful scheme 
throughout, not only Scotland 
but most of Europe. Seniors 
in Belgium can travel after 
9am anywhere on their rail 

return. Oban to Newcastle
£4.60?
Colin C Maclean, 
Edinburgh.

Praise for 
Scottish
Water staff
Sir, 
I would like to put on record 
a personal appreciation 
of the hard work of local 

Scottish Water staff during 
this extraordinary weather.

The dedication shown in 
recent weeks has been well 
above the call of duty and 
has left me amazed.

Many staff missed 
Christmas and Hogmanay 
and have been working 
round the clock in dangerous 
conditions. They are a credit 
to their communities. To 
those customers who have 
experienced disruption - 
thank you for your patience 
and understanding. 
Sheila Campbell-Lloyd, 
Scottish Water Regional 

‘Slip  road’ 
takes on whole 
new meaning
Sir,
I would like to express the 
heartfelt thanks of my wife 
and I to everyone who helped 

On December 28 the 
phrases ‘slip road’ and 
‘festive break’ took on whole 
new meanings.

I slipped on ice, broke my 
left arm and my bus pass and 
bruised my ribs and my ego. 
Whoever named the affected 
bone ‘humorous’ was ill 
advised.

Total strangers came to 
my aid, raised me from the 
horizontal and staff at the 
Co-op gave me shelter until 
an ambulance arrived. The 
crew and hospital staff took 
over and eventually I arrived 
back home safely although 
shaken and plastered.

Since then the kindness 
shown by neighbours, taxi 
drivers and well-wishers 
has been outstanding. On 
Saturday, two wonderful 
gentlemen came with sand, 
spread it and liberated us 
from ice-bound Dalrigh.

Thank you, God bless you 
and Margaret and I wish you 
all a very happy 2010.

Oban.

The Oban 
Times
Sir,
No keyhole, rather a mirror 
of life, The Oban Times
portrays West Highland life 
in all its facets with news 
presented in a factual manner 
allied with authoritative and 
well considered comment 
throughout the year.

Though absent, but with 

Highlands, what more could 
a mere Sassanach wish each 
week than The Oban Times?
Richard Marples, 
Cumbria.

Salvation
Army thanks
Sir,
On behalf of the Salvation 
Army, thank you for 
supporting the Salvation 
Army’s annual Christmas 
toy appeal 2009.

Thanks to the coverage 
in your paper, we had a 
tremendous response from 
the local community. Thanks 
to all the gifts donated this 
year, more than 100 children 
received a gift on Christmas 
Day.

I have no doubt that 
thanks to your support those 
children had a much happier 
Christmas than might have 
otherwise been the case.

Thanks again for your 
support and I wish you all 
the very best for 2010.
Envoy Craig McKinstry, 
The Salvation Army, Oban 
Corps.

Dr Robert 
McKelvie
Sir, 
Thank you to the readers 
who responded to a request 
for information about 
Victorian Oban GP Dr 
Robert McKelvie.

He arrived in Oban from 
his native Arran in 1860 
and was a GP for Lorn and 
Lismore. While working in 
the Lorn Poor House, which 

during the Russian Flu 
Pandemic in 1898, he helped 
an Australian traveller to 
recover. When he was well, 
the man asked what he 
could do in return and the 
reply was to help fund a 
new hospital for the people 
of Oban. His contribution 
meant work could start on 
a hospital. The doctor made 
house calls by boat to the 
outer islands and survived 
being shipwrecked on one 
such call. He continued to 
make such calls but was 
anxious about sailing. 

Dr McKelvie died aged 
65 from a stroke while at 
work in his surgery in Argyll 
Square. His friends put up a 
fountain outside the surgery 
in his memory. 

In a time before the 
discovery of antibiotics or 
the start of the NHS, he 
provided a medical service 
that included everyone 
regardless of ability to pay. 
He left a better health service 
than that he had inherited 
and put his patients’ interests 
before his own. Thanks again 
to everyone who helped to 
gather the history of this 
Oban GP.
James McKelvie, by email.

clothing retailer D2, book store Borders and Edinburgh-
based holiday company Globespan, have illustrated how 
fragile certain sections of the Scottish economy really are.

It appears that a thin web of credit supports a multi-million 
pound business jigsaw which is highly dependant on each 
piece supporting the other.

In the case of Globespan it also highlighted how dependant 
some  frontline companys are on a network of service 
providers. Therefore, as again brought sharply into focus by 
the Globespan collapse mid-December, the company that 
you give your hard-earned cash to, may not be the same 
organisation that you are actually purchasing from.

Globespan went under being owed £35million by online 

estimated 3,400 holidaymakers left stranded and more than 
550 people made redundant at the company’s headquarters 
in Edinburgh plus its grounded airline FlyGlobespan.

E-Clear are currently being sued by administrators for the 

until the end of this week to show it can access money it 
withheld. E-Clear have to provide evidence it had access to 
the £35m. 

PricewaterhouseCoopers (PWC) which was appointed as 
administrators of Globespan is seeking an order against E-
Clear that would put it into administration. 

As online sales play in increasingly important role in the 

commerce needs to be strengthened and regulated before the 
collapse of businesses, like Globespan, becomes common.

A tangled web of e-credit
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GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWORD

EMMA Redfern was as 

herself living in a village in 
the Kenyan bush, walking 
miles to collect water, 
milking goats and with a 
Maasai husband, Lipan 
Kitonga.

‘This is a woman who 
only months before was 
wearing a very nice suit 
from somewhere expensive 
and had a very nice haircut 
and ordered my food from 
wherever,’ she said. ‘And 
now I’m sitting in a dark, 
smoky hut.’ 

Pastoralists

cold day in Ardfern, Mid 
Argyll, she talks about the 
charity that she and Kitonga 
have set up in rural Kenya. 
He is feeling the cold and 
has covered his traditional 

‘I was raised in a normal 
Maasai house, a cow dung 
house with livestock,’ he 
said. ‘My own community 
is pastoralist. We keep 
livestock and move around.’ 

After spending her 
teenage years in Ardfern, 
where her family still 

Daring Kenyan 
adventure for 
Argyll woman

How one Ardfern woman 
ended up living in the 
Kenyan bush, helping small 
villages out of poverty 
through the development 
charity she runs with her 
Maasai husband

live, Emma became a 
successful businesswoman 
in Edinburgh, running 
her own online marketing 
company. Though she spent 
her spare time volunteering, 
Emma felt she wanted to be 
doing something more. A 
study trip to Il Ngwesi in the 
northern Kenyan bush – her 

country – introduced her 
to her husband-to-be and a 
new way to help small, rural 
communities.

‘I was doing game drives 
and guiding people on walks, 
and that’s how we met,’ 
recalled Kitonga. He had 
been involved in setting up 
Il Ngwesi tourist eco-lodge 
and Walking Wild safaris - 
companies that villagers had 

gone back to the community, 
which chose to spend them 
on education, water projects, 
a cow dip, increasing wildlife 
security and supporting tiny 
businesses run by women 
and young people. 

‘It’s worth emphasising 
that these people fall into 
the bracket of some of the 
poorest people anywhere in 

the world,’ said Emma. ‘If 
anybody got a dollar a day 
they would be pleased. They 
still live in traditional mud 
huts, there’s no electricity, 
no water. They haven’t got 
savings in the bank. That’s 
not to say their traditional 
lifestyle isn’t good and 
healthy, but there are too 
many people and too little 
land and they do need to start 
thinking of different ways of 
doing things.’ 

Business development
The pair saw the experience 

of Il Ngwesi and thought 
their own business expertise 
could help other villages to 
change their fortunes, by 
focusing on small businesses 
rather than charity. 

So the DARE Foundation 
was born – Development 
Assistance for Rural 
Enterprise. They believe the 
rural communities they work 
with have skills and ideas 
to develop small projects 
bringing income into their 
villages, but need advice 
and support to unlock them. 
Emma’s example is tourism, 
one of the main economic 
opportunities around 

northern Kenya’s national 
parks. ‘But if you’ve never 
been on holiday, it’s very 

it,’ she said. 
There are no short-

term programmes, but 
DARE works slowly and 
painstakingly to build 
up a relationship with 
communities. The support 
is tailor-made to what local 
people want to do and their 
level of experience. 

helped, a rural settlement 
in the Isiolo district, set up 
a cultural village, showing 
visitors traditional Maasai 
crafts, homes and food. 
Once the people gained 

of this project, they took on 
bee-keeping, guided safari 
walks and growing aloe 
vera for sale. The businesses 
provided jobs and an income 
for villagers, as well as 
funding increased security 
and a pre-school so young 
children can get an education 
without having to walk 
two hours per day through 
dangerous bush.

Despite their combined 

experience, Emma and 
Kitonga know they don’t 
always have all the answers: 
‘One of the things we do is 
bring communities together. 
If at all possible, we avoid 
us being the ones standing 
there lecturing,’ said 
Emma. Kitonga added that 
sometimes villagers were 

they had seen different 
charities come and go, but 
they soon realise DARE is 
different.  

However, they cannot 
simply think about enterprise 
in isolation. ‘If a woman is 
spending most of her day 
walking 15, 20 miles to get 
water and bring it back, she 
doesn’t have the time to run 
a business,’ said Emma. 

livestock, their children, 
their families are in danger, 
if they are constantly 
having to move because of 
insecurity, they can’t focus 
on long term plans for the 
future.’ They recognise these 
pressures and help address 
basic needs too.

While life is very different 

for Emma now, she wouldn’t 
go back. ‘I’m much happier. 
My life now can also be very 
stressful but it seems to be 
in a much more worthwhile 
way,’ she said. 

‘When we are here and 
we go out with my western 
friends, we are a western 
couple. When we go back 
to the village, we are a 
traditional couple. I wear all 
the dress and the beads and 
I don’t say anything rude 
to my husband,’ she added 

with a slight twinkle in her 
eye. ‘I do my absolute best 

Pleasure and privilege 
The village has welcomed 

her as one of them, though 
she does admit she hasn’t 
mastered all the skills 
essential to a traditional 
Maasai wife. 

‘There’s a very particular 
way of catching a goat and 
holding on to it and milking 
it and I couldn’t even catch 
it,’ she said, remembering 

village. ‘These women were 
falling around laughing as I 
was attempting to hold on to 
a goat. 

‘But they are very 
generous and supportive 
of me. They very much 
include me and don’t treat 
me like some guest. It has 
been a great pleasure and a 
real privilege. I don’t know 
how many people get to be 
absorbed into a community 
like that.’ 

For more information 
about the DARE 
Foundation, or to make 
a donation, visit www.
darefoundation.com. The 
Isiolo pre-school project 
is looking for education 
materials for children 
under seven, including 
books, art materials and 
musical instruments. 
Items can be left in 
Ardfern for shipping to 
Kenya; contact Emma on 
emma@darefoundation.
com for details. 

Right - Emma meets with 
a women’s basket weav-

ing group. DARE supports 
small businesses like this to 
create alternative incomes 

for villages. 

Left - A cultural exchange 
which DARE set up so two 
rural communities could 
share their experiences. 

Kilchoan fears ferry axe
prevent its way of life being axed.

Caledonian MacBrayne plan to cut 
the Mingary to Tobermory ferry service 
which connects the isolated village of 
Kilchoan with Mull.

At a meeting on Monday night 
the local community council took a 

is running high in the area over the 
proposed axing of the service which 

village with an already poor provision 
for communications.

At present the villagers who have 
their own transport are the only ones 
able to make the journey to Fort 
William, 73 miles away, and return 
the same day. Those relying on public 
transport have to stay overnight in the 
town. Many villagers prefer to make 

their shopping since Kilchoan itself has 
only one shop.

Caledonian MacBrayne claim that 
the service is uneconomical and want 
to close it, while villagers claim and 

closure would be ‘a disaster’ for the 
community.
Barra airstrip fears
Some concern has been expressed by 
Loganair over the deterioration of the 
Traigh Mhor, Barra, which serves as an 
airstrip for the island. For some time 
the beach has been changing, mainly 
due to the extraction of shell outside 
the landing area.

They commissioned a survey of 
the beach by Professor G Barrow, 
Strathclyde University, which showed 
that there had been considerable 
changes to the beach geography since a 
previous survey by him in 1965.
Communities to meet 
over Oban - Connel road
Further developments in the campaign 
for safety measures on the Oban- 
Dunbeg road may result from a meeting 
of four community councils this month. 
the joint meeting was revealed at Oban 
Community Council on Monday night.

The campaign was launched last year 
after a series of accidents. In a head-on 
collision in July three people died.

Dunbeg Community Council set 
the ball rolling by asking Strathclyde 
Police for accident statistics. They 
have not been forthcoming, however, 
and the Chief Constable has advised 
the council to write to the Secretary of 
State for Scotland.

Argyll MP John MacKay has also 
been involved in the issue.

On Monday, the Oban council heard 
that their counterparts in Connel and 
Taynuilt are keen to add their voices and 
a combined meeting of the community 
councils is being set up.
Mull Mod to be open
At a recent meeting of the Mull 
Provincial Mod Committee it was 
decided that this mod, which has 

Mull, Tiree and Coll, should now be 
open to all competitors. This decision 
was arrived at because of the interest 
shown in the mod by people outside 
the mod area, and the relative lack of 
interest within the area during the past 
few years - a position in no small way 
attributed to the lack of a Gaelic teacher 
in the island’s primary schools.

Across
7 Transpire (6)
8 Thickset (6)
9 Lip movement (4)
10 Sacrifice (8)
11 Not written by hand (7)
13 How to add after copy (5)
15 Drench (5)
17 Thin and slippery (3-4)
20 Assets (8)
21 Deposit (4)
22 Foot protector (6)
23 Say it! (6)

Down
1 Personify (6)
2 Confound (4)
3 Given a sign (7)
4 Song altered tree round Sunday start? (5)
5 Hanging on this at the rear (8)
6 Barely make (3,3)
12 Settle snugly (8)
14 Take advantage of (7)
16 Feral feline (6)
18 Take one away (6)
19 Pussyfooted (5)
21 Instument made from turtle shell (4)
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THE PUBLIC has until February 4 to comment 
on the Crofting Reform (Scotland) Bill, which 
was introduced to the Scottish Parliament at the 
end of last year.

The Scottish Parliament’s Rural Affairs and 
Environment Committee is seeking views on the 
general principles of the bill.

The Scottish Government has produced a policy 
memorandum to accompany the Bill stating 
there is ‘widespread concern that crofting is in 
decline as a consequence of persistently high 
levels of absenteeism, growing levels of neglect 
and the continuing removal and development of 
land from crofting tenure’.

The Bill’s intentions include changing the 
constitution of the Crofters Commission to 
make it more representative of, and accountable 
to, the people it regulates and to give it greater 

creating of a new Crofting Register to replace 

the responsibility of the Keeper of the Registers 

for addressing absenteeism and neglect on croft 
land, placing a duty on the commission to take 
action in respect of absenteeism and neglect by 

changing the grounds on which the Commission 
may reject an application to decroft.

Committee Convener Maureen Watt, MSP 
said: ‘Scotland’s crofting communities deserve 
workable and sensible laws that are capable of 
meeting 21st century challenges. Our role will 
be to scrutinise the Bill carefully to discover 

‘Committee members are looking forward to 
hearing from a wide selection of organisations 
and individuals from across Scotland’s diverse 
crofting regions. We intend to make visits 
to crofting communities during our scrutiny, 
meeting people who would be directly affected 
by the Bill, to help us raise any issues or 
concerns with the Scottish Government and 
suggest measures to ensure that crofting reform 
achieves its stated goals.’

However, not everyone views the new 
proposals as progress.

Highland MSP John Farquhar Munro rejects 
outright the proposed Crofting Bill on the grounds 
that it robs the Crofters Commission of any real 
power. The Bill waters down proposals to bring 
in directly elected members, and confers power 
to Edinburgh ministers and civil servants.

He claims it also introduces a registration 
clause which compels crofters to register their 
croft at the Registers of Scotland for which a fee 
will be charged. This is in addition to the cost of 
a title sheet which will require each croft to be 
mapped and surveyed.

Mr Munro said: ‘I’m afraid it is very 
disappointing that the Government has watered 
down proposals to bring democracy to the 
Commission and instead opted to confer all 
powers onto ministers and civil servants. The 
government has missed the opportunity to give 
the Commission real power to act on the very 
real problems facing crofting. 

‘The Minister may argue that it is her intention 
to bring democracy to the Commission after the 
completion of the Bill. 

‘This is too little too late. 
‘Elected members of a new commission need 

to be set in statute on the face of the bill and be 
able to appoint their chairman. 

‘This would ensure that power remains with 
crofters in the Highlands not ministers in 
Edinburgh.

will be legally required to register their crofts 
with Registers of Scotland if they decide to buy, 
transfer, or make any changes to the croft. Not 
only will there be a fee attached to registering 
the croft, but a title sheet will be required 
needing detailed plans and boundaries —which 
will no doubt need the employment of surveyors 
at great cost, and likely give solicitors and the 
Land Court a good deal of business. 

‘We may well be better with what we have.’
The Committee welcomes views both on 

the general principles of the Bill and on 
any important points of detail found in it. 
Submissions can be written in English, Gaelic 
or any other language.

The Committee prefers to receive written 
submissions electronically in Word format, 

A4 pages in length, if possible. These should 
be sent to: rae.committee@scottish.parliament.
uk or posted to: Rural Affairs and Environment 
Committee, Room T3.40, The Scottish 
Parliament, Edinburgh, EH99 1SP.

DINGWALL and Highland 
Marts Ltd sold 70 prime cat-
tle and 415 prime sheep at 
Dngwall last Tuesday.

Prime bullocks averaged 
169.1p (-1.2p) and sold to 
180p per kg for a 560kg Lim-
ousin cross from Mid Crag-
gach, Kirkhill, and £1,232.25 
for a 775kg South Devon 
cross from Drummond, Evan-
ton.

Prime heifers averaged 
173.3p (+2.1p) and sold to 
188p per kg for a 550kg 

Charolais cross from East-
er Strath, Killen, to Fraser 
Brother Butchers, Dingwall 
and £1,194.60 for a 660kg 
Limousin cross from Wood-
end, Killearnan.

Old season lambs averaged 
195.9p (+7.2p) and sold to 

crosses from Dunain Mains, 
Inverness, and £94.00 for 

Torgorm, Conon Bridge to 
Green Fine Meats, Gran-
town.

UNITED Auctions sold 4,714 prime sheep including 3,707 
hoggs and 1,007 ewes and rams at Stirling last Thursday with 
sheep from Kintyre fetching high rates.

kilo from Longfauls.
Cheviots from Killocraw sold to £93.50 and 234p per kilo 

with Mules from Glenehervie selling to £93 and to 221p per 
kilo from Gartvaigh.

Whitehouse to £129.
Blackface ewes Dyke and Gibsley sold to £85.

CALEDONIAN Marts 
(Stirling) Ltd sold 2,537 
sheep, comprising 2014 
prime hoggets and 523 
cast ewes and tups at Stir-
ling last Tuesday when.  

H o g g e t s  a v e r a g e d 
199.5p per kilo (+5.8p 
on the week) and sold to 
261.1p per kg for a pen of 

and S Downie, Newton of 
Crathie, Ballater.  

Ewes sold to £149.50 for 
Suffolks from K Smith, 
South Flanders to average 
at £67.76.

THE PROBLEMS of absen-
teeism and neglect of croft 
land will be tackled head 
on this year through direct 
action say the Crofters Com-
mission.

Drew Ratter Convenor of 
the Crofters Commission 
said: ‘Commissioners take 

the view that the greatest 
contribution to sustaina-
ble economic development 
which the Crofters Commis-
sion can make is to ensure 
that crofts, many of them in 
the most fragile of our rural 
areas, are occupied and ac-
tively worked.

‘We are taking a strong line 
on regulatory issues and will 
be robust in dealing with the 
challenges which will arise 
from the absentee action.’

With absenteeism running 
at 10 per cent and increasing 
numbers applying to remove 
land from croft tenure, Envi-

ronment Minister Roseanna 
Cunningham has endorsed 
the initiative.

Ms Cunningham said: 
‘Crofting is a vital part of 
Scotland’s social, geographi-
cal and cultural make-up yet 

threat.  Nine out of ten re-

spondents to the recent con-
sultation on crofting reform 
cited absenteeism as the most 
important problem faced.

‘Without people living and 
working the land the full 
value in terms of economic, 
environmental and social 

-

tially bring to communities is 
not being met. 

‘The Crofters (Scotland) 
Act requires the Commission 
to consider all the circum-
stances of absentee cases, 
including the general interest 
of the crofting community.  

‘I have asked Commis-

sioners to conclude cases 
of absenteeism that have 

This will ensure we focus 
resources on resolving those 

The crofting community as a 

direct action.’

DEER in Kintyre may 

in Scotland to be known 
as the ‘Mongrel of the 
Glens’ rather than the 
‘Monarch of the Glens’ 
title the majestic red 
deer stag has enjoyed for 
generations.

Mixed breeds 
Scotland’s wild red 

deer are changing shape 
due to breeding with a 
foreign species and a new 
study, which was based 
in Kintyre, has found that 
40 per cent of the deer in 
certain areas of Scotland 

is a concern because 

Crofters Commission to take hard line on absentee crofters

Kintyre prime stock sells 
well at UA Stirling

Prime lamb trade rises 
7p per kilo at Dingwall

From monarch to mongrel 
of the glens
‘It is possible that a new 
type of deer with new 
ecological impacts will 
emerge,’ warns Professor

Inter-breeding with a foreign species may alter the characteristics of native red deer

intermediate-sized animals 
may not be so choosy who 
they mate with, leading 
to further hybridisation,’ 
says Professor Josephine 
Pemberton from the 
University of Edinburgh, 
head of the laboratory which 
undertook the research.

Professor Pemberton said 
that the change in size may 
affect the species’ ecology, 

and when females breed.
‘It is possible that a new type 

of deer with new ecological 
impacts will emerge,’ warns 
Professor Pemberton.

‘To date, it has not been 
clear what the practical 
effects of hybridisation on 
Scottish red deer are,’ she 
said.

Mongrel 

in knowledge and suggests 
that ‘the mongrel of the 
glens’ is a real possibility.’

Researchers previously 
found Japanese Sika deer, 
brought to Scotland in the 
19th Century, have bred 

but it was unclear then how 
crossbreeding would affect 
the species. Now, research 
by some of the same 
scientists clearly shows that 
hybridisation is causing the 
native red deer to become 
smaller and sika deer to grow 
larger.

The study, published in the 
Journal of Animal Ecology, 
was carried out on the Kintyre 
Peninsula by a international 
team of researchers from 
Scotland, New Zealand and 
Australia.

Sika deer (Cervus nippon) 
occur in many of the habitats 
in Scotland that the native 
red deer (Cervus elaphus) 
populate.

Although it was already 
known that sika crossbreed 
with red deer, it was thought 
the overall impact on the 
native species was low.

The two species differ 
greatly in appearance: red 
deer are larger than sika, 

usually standing 30cm 
taller at the shoulder and 
are, as the name suggests, 
predominantly reddish 
brown in colour.

Red deer stags can also 
grow antlers with 12 points 
or more but sika antlers 

Despite the fact that sika 
are smaller in size, the two 
species can mate giving birth 
to hybrids that are fertile.

These hybrids are at 
present a rare occurrence, 
with scientists estimating 
that between 0.01 to 0.02 per 
cent of deer in most areas 
where the species overlap 
are hybrids.

However, it has been found 
that in some areas as many 
as 40 per cent of deer are of 

Researchers fear such 
crossbreeding may 
permanently alter wild deer 
on Scotland’s mainland.

Scientists used genetic 
analyses and measurements 
of deer anatomy to obtain 
their results and the new data 

hybridisation is causing a 
decrease in weight for red-
like hybrid females, and an 
increase in weight for sika-
like female and male deer.

‘Red-like’ and ‘sika-like’ 
deer are considered to be red 
or sika deer respectively, but 
at some point in their ancestry 
have crossbred showing 
traces of hybridisation in 
their genes.

It is also changing the shape 
of the jaws of both variants.

It is possible that a new type 
of deer with new ecological 
impacts will emerge.

to protect the red deer on 
many of Scotland’s islands 
from crossbreeding with sika 
deer, but mainland red deer 
remain at risk.

Even though the hybrid deer 
may not gain any selective 
advantage from being a 
crossbreed, hybridisation 
may continue, researchers 
warn.

MSP John Farquhar Munro

‘We may well be 
better with what 
we have.’

Clock is ticking on crofting 
reform consultation
‘Scotland’s crofting communities deserve 
workable and sensible laws’ - Maureen Watt, MSP

Prime sheep 
trade rises 
at Caley
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THE CHIEF Executive of the 
David MacBrayne Group, which 
includes ferry operators CalMac 
Ferries Ltd and NorthLink Ferries 
Ltd, will retire from his post at the 
end of June 2010.

 Major restructure 
Lawrie Sinclair announced the 
decision last week, ending 10 
years as the head of the company.
  Prior to its major restructure in 
October 2006, Mr Sinclair had 
been managing director of Caledo-
nian MacBrayne Ltd since 2000, 
and oversaw its separation into 
Caledonian Maritime Assets Ltd 
and CalMac Ferries Ltd. 

He then led the company’s suc-
cessful bids to provide lifeline 

ferry services for both the Northern 
Isles and the Clyde and Hebrides 
Ferry Services contracts. 

His contract was due to end in 
April 2010, but he has agreed to 
extend it by a few months to man-
age the handover to his successor.
  David MacBrayne Chairman 
Peter Timms said: ‘For the last 
10 years Lawrie has successfully 
steered the company through some 
of its most challenging times, and 
has done much to transform it 
into a modern commercial busi-
ness which puts the needs of its 

Mr Sinclair said: ‘My time with 
CalMac has been one of the most 
challenging and rewarding times 

of my life, and I leave with very 
mixed feelings. 

‘However, I do believe that as 
we approach the retendering of 
the contracts for both the Northern 
Isles and Clyde and Hebrides Ferry 
Services, the time is right to pass the 
baton onto someone else to take the 
David MacBrayne Group forward.’
Prior to joining CalMac, Mr Sin-
clair enjoyed a successful ca-
reer in shipbuilding and repair, 
culminating in being appointed 
managing director at three dif-
ferent yards from 1981 to 2000. 
  The search for Mr Sinclair’s suc-
cessor will begin immediately with 
advertisements being placed in the 
national media.

Chief executive of the David MacBrayne Group 
Lawrie Sinclair will retire in June 2010

David MacBrayne Group
chief executive to retire in June

Tel: 0141 849 7000 
www.tommckenna.co.uk

Oban Times business page - sponsored by Tom McKenna & Company - approachable, affordable and dependable.

Self assesment 
filing deadline is 
31 January 2010

Tom McKenna & Company
Accountants & Business Advisors
Sponsors of the Oban Times Business Page

RUTHERFORD’S hair-
dressers and beauty salon 
got off to a great start 
when it opened its doors 
in December on Oban’s 
Stevenson Street. Not 
only did the salon have a 
few great trading weeks 
before and after Christ-
mas, but customers were 
treated to a ‘city class 
salon in the heart of the 
Highlands’.

Joint owners Pamela 
and Robert McKay set 
up the salon not only to 
offer great hairstyling 
and beauty rooms but to 
provide quality training.

Ayrshire born Pamela 
said: ‘I have had 
exceptional training 

throughout my career 
and I believe that 
training and happy staff 
are the keys to a great 
salon.

‘Staff here in the 
salon will be given the 
opportunity to take part 
in training for latest 
techniques and styling; 
to enter competitions 
all over the country and 
be part of a city class 
salon in the heart of the 
Highlands at prices to 
suit every pocket.

‘I started my career in 
the Rainbow Rooms in 
Glasgow. I then worked 

franchise in Scotland 
before moving back 

to Ayr to run Mitchell 
Fisher’s salon before 
moving to Oban to be 
with partner Robert and 
working in a salon in 
town.

‘I wanted to open my 
own salon to be able 
to develop the skills 
and talents of stylists. I 
have come across some 
exceptional hairdressers 
here in Oban and I 
hope that as a town 
we can work together 
to continue to provide 
quality hairdressing and 
bring new hairdressers 
on.

‘We will be using the 
best of products – we 
are hoping to introduce 

Vidal Sassoon products 
alongside those that 
are already on offer. 
The beauty room offers 
treatments that folk will 

by experienced and 
discrete therapists.’

Pamela designed the 
interior of the saloon 
to the same exacting 
standards that she 
expects from her 
business. She said: ‘I 
won’t do something 
unless I do it right.’ 
Therefore, Pamela went 
to some lengths to get 
the latest ergonomically 
designed Italian sinks 
with footrests and neck 
supports. The mirrors 

and hairdressing 
stations were made by 
local craftsman John 
McLaughlin.

‘We play calming 
music and serve real 
coffee in this salon. I 
appreciate the fact that 
people have trusted 
us with their hair and 
beauty and I want to 
make sure this is the best 
experience for each of 
them,’ Pamela said.

Rutherford’s will offer 
a number of promotions 
throughout the year 
including wedding 
packages, children’s 
offers and stand-by 
haircuts offering great 
value for all the family.

Pamela McKay, seated centre, and her team of stylists and beauticians. 16-t53rutherford01

Oban’s new hair and beauty 
salon gets off to great start
‘I believe that training and happy staff are     
the keys to a great salon’ - Pamela McKay

A GYM is launching a 
campaign to help people 
loose weight and deliver 
treats to our troops.

Energy Fitness Oban 
is offering an incentive 
to slimmers with its ‘Fit 
Not Fat Amnesty’, which 
starts tomorrow (Friday, 
January 15).

As part of the amnesty 
gym users are asked 
to bring their calorie-
packed temptations to 
the gym, where they will 
be repackaged and sent 
to troops in Afghanistan.
Fitness expert and 
co-owner at Engerie 
Andrew Johnston said 
the Fit Not Fat Amnesty 
is the perfect way to start 
a 2010 healthy living 
campaign.

‘One important step is 
to remove all junk food 
from the house and from 
temptation,’ he said.   

‘Rather than throw it 
away, we are encouraging 
people to drop it at the 
club and we will send 
them to our forces 
abroad.’

The amnesty is open 
to members and non-
members and will 
last for two weeks. 
Energie welcomes all 
donations but they must 
be non-perishable and 
unopened.

Gym gathers 
‘temptations’ 
for the troops

ENVIRONMENTAL as-
sistants for a village hall 
are among 85 new posts 
to be created in Argyll and 
Bute, thanks to funding 
announced this week. 

Scottish Secretary 
Jim Murphy MP told a 
National Jobs Summit in 
Glasgow that two projects 
in the region had been 
awarded funding from 
the UK Government’s 
Future Jobs Fund. The 
scheme targets long term 
unemployed people and 
aims to create new jobs, 
particularly in green 
industries.

Argyll and Bute’s 
Employability Team 
will create 50 new jobs, 
including village hall 
environmental assistants, 
research assistants and in 
practical trades. It will 
also provide opportunities 
in the team’s project 
craftwork workshops 
throughout the region, 
which focus on practical 
skills.

Argyll Training will be 
able to offer 35 new jobs, 
23 of which will go to 18- 
to 24-year-olds with the 
other 12 posts reserved 
for those over 25 who 
have been out of work for 
a year or more. The new 
positions will include 15 
in green sector roles, an 
administrative assistant 
for a social enterprise, 
a cultural heritage 
assistant and a marketing 
assistant.

Under the scheme, the 
new jobs must last at 
least six months and be 
in place by 2011. 

Announcing the job-
creation money, Mr 
Murphy said: ‘These 
jobs are designed to give 
people who have been 
out of work a long time 
and particularly young 
people, the experience 

work, and that will be 
essential to help Scotland 
move out of recession.’ 

The Future Jobs Fund 
was announced in the 
UK Budget in 2009 and 
contributes a maximum 
of £6,500 per post to 
employers to encourage 
them to create new 
posts targeted at long-
term unemployed 
young people and 
others excluded from 
the jobs market. It also 
prioritises building 
skills and experience 
for environmental 
industries.

85
new
jobs
for
Argyll

THE OBAN based com-
pany West Highland Mo-
bility has been bought 
over  by establ ished 
healthcare company John 
Preston Healthcare Ltd.

The new owners will 
retain the services of 
shop manager Peter 
MacLellan at the Combie 
Street store and have 
recruited Ken Groom to 
provide customers with 
on-site demonstrations 
of company products, 
including scooters, 
wheelchairs, beds and 
specialist seating.

Former owner of West 
Highland Mobility Stuart 
Hendry said: ‘Being part 
of a larger organisation 

to the residents of Argyll 

and Bute and Lochaber.
‘There will be the 

opportunity to search 
for products on the 
company’s website and 
have them demonstrated 
at home.

‘And if the product 
is suitable, it can be 
purchased locally, with 
the promise of local 
back-up.’

Mr Hendry and former 
co-owner of West 
Highland Mobility, 
Andrea Hobson, thanked 
all their customers for 
their business and wished 
the new owners all the 
best for the future.

More information on 
the company can be 
found at jphealthcare.
co.uk

Mobility outlet 
bought over by 
healthcare company

AN MSP is urging Argyll 
and Bute businesses to 
avail themselves of a 
government grant and 
take on an apprentice.

Argyll and Bute 
MSP Jim Mather is 
encouraging businesses 
and employers to take 
part in the government’s 
Invest in an Apprentice 
scheme whereby they 
will receive a £1,000 
payment for taking on 
an apprentice.

Encourage
He said:  ‘A £1,000 

grant to encourage 
and enable businesses 
in Argyll and Bute, 
together with the rest of 

Scotland, to take on an 
apprentice will maintain 
the momentum required 
to help Scotland come 
through the recession 
with a vital trained 
workforce.

I would therefore 
urge take-up of this 
opportunity to build on 

the skills base in Argyll 
and Bute.’ The Scottish 
government have 
allocated £4 million 

offer the grant to all 
employers who take on 
an apprentice of any age 
between January 11 and 
March 26 2010.

The scheme is part 
of ScotAction, a 
government initiative 
set up to help individuals 
and businesses through 
the recession. 

For more information 
contact Skills 
Development Scotland 
on 0808 100 8095 or 
visit their website.

MSP calls for businesses to make 
use of apprenticeship grants

Jim Mather MSP

Now Open
Oban’s New and Exciting 

Hair & Beauty Salon
Contact 01631 565411 

for appointments

Rutherfords
49/51 Stevenson Street, Oban

SPECIAL WINTER 
OFFERS

Recommend 
Rutherfords to a 
family member or 
friend and receive 
your next hair cut 
or beauty treatment 
½ price

All beauty therapy 
treatments available

Gift Vouchers available
perfect for Valentine’s Day

This offer is only 
valid until end of 
February 2010
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THE TRIAL of a Glasgow 
man accused of biting the 
nose of another customer 
in a Spean Bridge hostelry 
has been continued at Fort 
William Sheriff Court.

It is alleged David George 
Leslie, of 169 Croftspar 
Road, Springboig, assaulted 
the man in the Commando 
Bar of the Spean Bridge 
Hotel on April 4 last year 
by biting him on the nose to 
his severe injury, permanent 

injury.
Mr Leslie is due to appear 

again in court on February 
24. A trial date of March 15 
has been set.

By STEPHEN NORRIS
A BOLD move to revitalise Morvern by 
securing land for community initiatives 
is underway after a local group circulated 
the area’s entire population of 400 with 
its action plan.

Morvern Community Land Acquisition 
Steering Group (MCLASG) last week 
sent out a questionnaire and explanatory 
fact sheet on its ambitious programme to 
all Morvern’s 200 households. 

Members hand delivered the 
information round Lochaline, while more 
remote households were sent the circular 
by post. Respondents are being asked to 
vote ‘yes’ or ‘no’ by January 31 on a list 
of initiatives, and on whether they agree 
to the group pursuing the proposals on 
behalf of the Morvern community. 

People are also being asked to contribute 
their own ideas.

As exclusively revealed in last week’s 
Oban Times, acquiring land for local 
projects is at the heart of the Morvern 

revival plan. MCLASG wants to open 
discussions with local landowners to 
discuss possible areas of land that could 
be sold or offered to local people, to 
establish new crofts – crofting is almost 
entirely absent in Morvern – and the 
community to register an interest in and 
acquire land under the community right 
to buy scheme.

The group also wants a ‘yes’ vote to 
pursue buying land for local business use, 
for affordable housing for local people 
and for renewable energy schemes.

MCLASG secretary Malcom McNeill 
told The Oban Times community support 
was vital to give their Morvern revival 
plans impetus. 

He said: ‘We are looking for a ‘yes’ 
vote authorising the steering group to 
move ahead. We are hoping to get a ‘yes’ 
to all questions. If we get that we will 
set up some tight deadlines for moving 

for another year.

‘It’s important we get a good response. 
If we get a poor turnout it does not look so 
good. We have to encourage folk to come 
out of their slumber and think about what 
we can do in the long term. We are also 
hoping to get some good ideas coming 
through.

‘There’s plenty of space for folk to put 
in their own thoughts.’

‘Unfortunately, nobody’s coming in 

have to do it ourselves. In parts of West 
Ardnamurchan over 50 per cent of the 
houses are holiday homes. 

‘If you go to Kilchoan in winter there’s 
a feeling of emptiness about the place 
and we don’t want Morvern to go the 
same way.’

In its mission statement, MCLASG 
warns Lochaline Primary School’s roll 
is predicted to drop below the two-
teacher threshold in the coming years 
and pledges to produce a timescale of 
action within three months if a ‘yes’ vote 

is forthcoming. Actions and timescales 

situation’.
The group states: ‘We are seeking the 

support of the people of Morvern to 
progress with our aim, which is to secure 
land for the people of Morvern. The land 
will be held in trust to ensure that the 
community prospers for the foreseeable 
future.

‘Securing land for the community 
would enable… the creation of crofts, the 
establishment of allotments, the setting 
up of a renewable energy company to 

in the long-term future of Morvern and 
its population, local people to purchase 
or lease land on which to start or develop 
businesses and housing plots to be made 
available to local people at discounted 
rates.

‘Unfortunately wealth has remained in 
the hands of a few large businesses and 
individuals. This has been seen recently 

with the forestry grants from the Sunart 
Oakwoods project where £750,000 was 
spent in Morvern in a three-year period 
from 2005. Much of this money went 
into the hands of large landowners, 

sums. If the community had its own land 
the community at large would be able to 

‘is no pipe dream’, says MCLASG. ‘By 
investing in revenue generating projects 
we believe that the community will 

very short period of time and generating 
a surplus that can be reinvested in the 
community in projects that the community 
wants.’

They add: ‘By opening dialogue with 
landowners, some of whom have a strong 
social agenda, we can make them aware 
that transferring land to the community 
can be an extremely satisfying and 

STAFF at Ballachulish 
Visitor Centre will again 
do their bit for the Royal 
National Lifeboat Institution 
(RNLI) on Friday January 29 
when they take part in SOS 
day, the RNLI’s national 
fund-raising day.

Centre manager Stewart 
Broland and his team are 
co-ordinating a range of 
activities including a ‘brew 
for the crew’, suduko, an SOS 
word search for children, a 

winners will receive a prize, 
while donations on the day 
will also be welcome.

full charity event was in 2008 
when we raised £450 for the 
RNLI. It justs seems such a 
good cause to help, possibly 
one overlooked or forgotten, 
that we decided to give it our 
best shot again in 2009 when 
we achieved £705. 

‘Everything they do is 
funded by donations, with not 
a bean from the government, 
so we are out to smash our 
highest target of £1,000 this 
year.’

EXCEPTIONALLY low air temperatures last week 
produced a rare atmospheric event on Loch Linnhe near 
Fort William.

The severe frost meant the air was almost 20 °C colder 
than the water, the huge difference producing a low-level 
freezing mist that rose no higher than three metres over the 
water.

When the photograph was taken last Thursday morning, 
Loch Linnhe’s sea temperature measured 7ºC, while the air 
temperature was a bone-chilling -10ºC. 

A similar event happened on Christmas Eve, when the 
mercury dropped to -11ºC.

Underwater Centre general manager Steve Ham told The
Oban Times Loch Linnhe, at a relatively warm six to seven 

zero air over it.
‘The greater the difference between sea and air, the greater 

the proportion of heat transferred by evaporation,’ he said.
‘With air cooling much faster than water, the difference 

between water and air temperature will become so great 
during the night that come morning you can see the water 
vapour evaporating as a mist.’The Underwater Centre is wreathed in mist at the pierhead at Fort William. 10_f03fog01

Ambitious bid to revitalise 
Morvern gets underway 

Heating grants 
available
SMALL and medium-sized 
businesses in the West 
Highlands are being urged 
to apply for grants to install 
renewable biomass heating.

The Scottish Government 
has announced the latest 
funding round under the 
Scottish Biomass Heat 
Scheme (SBHS) and £3.3 
million is available Scotland-
wide. SBHS provides grant 
aid for the installation of 
biomass heating systems in 
business premises and district 
heating demonstrators.

The application closing 
date is February 12 2010.

Village set 
to take part 
in RNLI 
fund-raiser

Man to stand 
trial on nose 
bite charge

Rare sight as 
mist covers
Loch Linnhe

MEMBERS of Oban and 
District Crime Prevention 
Panel will be at Tesco Oban 
on Saturday to engrave 
security markings on pedal 
bikes.

The members will be there 
from 10am – 1pm and are 
inviting members of the 
public to bring their bikes 
along.

Police constable David 
Paterson said: ‘An engraver 
will be used to mark the 
frame of each bike with their 
postcode, which is a very 
worthwhile security measure 
for bike owners.’

Bike security 
marking comes 
to Oban store

A FORT William man who 

and punched her has been 
shown mercy by a sheriff.

Admitted guilt
Gerard John Cameron 

admitted assaulting 
Jacquelyn Nolan by 
punching her on the face 
and cutting her clothing 
with a knife to her injury, 
of being in possession of a 
large knife in a public place, 
possessing a small knife in a 
public place and breaching 

the peace by brandishing 
two knives in a threatening 
manner, all at or near 20 
Moray Place on December 
5, 2009.

Alison Wylie, prosecuting, 
told Fort William Sheriff 
Court Cameron punched 
Ms Nolan in the face and 
burst her nose during a row 
around 12.30am.

Armed with two knives, 
Cameron ‘slashed’ the front 
of Ms Nolan’s jumper, 
cutting himself on the hand 

in the process. Blood was 
dripping onto the kitchen 

to get out in 30 seconds or 
her would ‘slash her’.

Ms Nolan phoned her son 
to come and get her. ‘It was 
pretty clear to him that his 
mother was distressed and 
he was concerned for her 
wellbeing,’ said Ms Wylie.

Ms Nolan ran into 
Lundavra Road - her son 

gone. Cameron was sitting in 

the common stair well with 
the knives and challenged 
the son and his friend.

The young men locked 
themselves in their car, then 
found Ms Nolan and went 
to the police station.

Ms Nolan thought 
Cameron could have ‘taken 
to the hills’ and a dog 
handler was called out. 

Police found him at home 
around 3.50am and arrested 
him.

‘There’s nothing I’d like to 

say until I see my lawyer. I 
believe I have done nothing 
wrong, I think someone is 
having a sick joke,’ he told 
police.

Asking Sheriff Douglas 
Small not to jail his client, 
Hamish Melrose said: ‘My 
information is that it was a 
bread knife and a chip knife. 
He went with the police 

has got everything to lose 
here. He has a supportive 

married.’
Sheriff Small took into 

account Mr Melrose’s plea 
and a letter of support from 

and sentenced him to 15 
months’ probation and 180 
hours’ community service.

He told Cameron: ‘If 
you do offend you will be 
brought back to court and 
it is very likely you will be 
given a custodial sentence 
given the nature of these 
charges.’  

Fort William man who attacked fiancee with a knife is given probation

Teenager 
admits
stabbing
father
AN OBAN teenager has 
admitted stabbing his father 
with a knife.

At Oban Sheriff Court on 
Monday, Colin Penrose, aged 
18 of 5A Kinpoch Place, 
pleaded guilty to committing 
the assault while on bail on 
November 15 last year. 

Sentence on the accused 
was deferred for the 
preparation of background 
reports and he was remanded 
in custody until February 1. 

Man
jailed after 
guesthouse
raids
A HOMELESS man has been 

being found by the owners 
of two Oban guesthouses on 
their premises. 

Oban Sheriff Court heard 
last week that John McIntyre, 

was discovered coming 
downstairs in one guesthouse 
and in the back yard of 
another, after climbing a 
wall. He admitted entering 
the two buildings without 
lawful authority, inferring 
he intended to steal, on 
December 15 last year. 

Defending, David Watt said 
McIntyre had left Furnace to 
come to Oban a few days 
before the incident to look 
for work. After hearing some 
bad news about his family, he 
got drunk to console himself. 
‘He was desperately upset 
and extremely drunk,’ added 
Mr Watt. ‘He told me he had 
no recollection of entering 
either guesthouse. Clearly he 
regrets both offences.’

Passing sentence on 
McIntyre, Sheriff Douglas 
Small said: ‘The reason for 
the custodial sentence is 
because of the nature of the 

previous convictions which 
indicates that you have 
been convicted of crimes of 
dishonesty on seven previous 
occasions.’

A MAN who fell out with his 
girlfriend on a night out in Oban 
tried to carry her home over his 
shoulder, Oban Sheriff Court 
heard on Monday. 

Joseph Beaton, of 31B Kerrera 
Terrace, Oban, pleaded guilty to 
pushing and hitting his partner, 
lifting her up and carrying her 
against her will, as well as 
assaulting two men who came to 
her aid. The incident happened in 
Argyll Street on October 25 last 
year. 

said a pleasant evening took a 
bad turn after the couple had 
been drinking for some time. He 
became aggressive towards his 
partner and was asked to leave a 
town bar, but met up with her in 
the street shortly after. 

‘He slapped her across the 
face twice, lifted her off her feet 

and put her onto his shoulder, 
effectively to carry her off,’ she 
said.

‘She screamed for help and two 
local male members of the public 
came forward to assist. They 
managed to pull her away from 
Mr Beaton and thereafter, the 
accused lashed out with punches 
towards the two men.’ 

Defending the 24-year-old, 
Duncan Durbin said: ‘This was a 
rare night out for the couple, they 
have three children. Mr Beaton is 
a hard-working man; it was most 
out of character for him.’

Sheriff Douglas Small 
admonished Beaton for the 

him £270 for trying to punch the 
bystanders who tried to help her. 
‘I sincerely hope I will never 
see you back in court again,’ he 
added. ‘I don’t think I will.’  

Assault charge for Oban man 
who carried off his girlfriend

it’s one of the busiest.
Under the leadership of Ishbel Banks, Oban, the ladies of 

Oban and Lorn rally round in the kitchen and dining room 
of the Regent Hotel to raise funds for the Royal Scottish 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (RSSPCC) 
– Children 1st.

The cold weather led to some stalwarts being unable to 
volunteer their services or attend as usual but others were 
encouraged to step in and help out and the dining room was 
very busy during the hour-and-a-half the coffee morning 
was on.

on the day, a little less than last year’s £1,000, but more 
donations are expected to come in.

Mrs Banks gave her thanks to the Regent Hotel and all 
those who helped to make the event possible.

Lucille Michie mans the coffee pots while the table 
groans under the weight of home baking.  07_t03coffee01

Children 1st host first 
coffee morning of the year SCOTTISH Water is 

working around the clock this 
week as it receives record 
numbers of calls reporting 
burst pipes, caused by freezing 
temperatures.

The water agency experienced 
305 burst pipes in one day across 
the country – more than four 
times the normal number.

In the month of December the 
Scottish Water contact centre 
took 15,000 more calls than for 
the same month in 2008.

Customer Service Delivery 
Director for Scottish Water Peter 
Farrer said: ‘We have teams 
working day and night, often 

walking miles along the length 

snow to locate a burst, and then 
working in sub zero temperatures 

Mr Farrer also appealed to 
homeowners and particularly 
those who own holiday homes, 
which are often empty at this 
time of year, to do all they can. 

‘We are asking [customers] to 
ensure their homes and premises 
are kept warm and that empty 
properties are checked,’ he said. 

He added: ‘We are asking 
people to be patient as we work 
to manage the high level of 
calls.’

Four times normal burst pipes 
keep Scottish Water on their toes

o
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THE TRIAL of a Fort William man accused of assaulting 
another man in the Lochaber town has been continued until 
January 21.

Donald Stoddart, aged 21, of Clunes Cottage, Cameron 
Road, allegedly assaulted the man at Station Brae, Fort 
William, on September 1 last year.

BROADFORD and Strath Community 

meeting of the New Year last Monday 
night after severe frost burst water pipes in 
Broadford Village Hall.

Heavy snow the same evening was also a 
factor in calling off the meeting, B&SCC 
chairman Tony Moore told The Oban 
Times.

He said: ‘We were heading for the hall and 

they had turned the heating on and put the 
water back on, but every joint in the place 
had popped. You could not walk round 
about the hall for ice, so we just cancelled 
for health and safety reasons.’

Mr Moore, from Elgol, said weather 
permitting the community council’s next 
meeting would take place as scheduled on 
Monday February 1, most likely at the same 
venue.

OFFENDERS convicted of minor 
crimes are playing their part in the 
winter clear up in the Fort William 
area.

Four young men, supervised by the 
criminal justice service within Highland 
Council’s social work service, have 
been clearing snow and ice under their 
community service orders.

Pavements and footpaths around 
Kilmallie Hall, where elderly people 
attend for lunches, housing association 
sheltered housing units and shopping 
areas are all being cleared.

unpaid work within the community 

‘With the recent snow we approached 
the council’s TEC Services to offer 
some help in pavement clearing around 
elderly and vulnerable people’s homes 
which would help them get out and 
about.

‘TEC Services have supplied us with 
some grit to carry out the work and 
they are doing a great job.’

Highland Council leader Councillor 

Michael Foxley said: ‘This is a great 
support to our more elderly people 
in Fort William who can often be 
concerned about leaving the house 
when it is snowy and icy underfoot. I 
am sure this will make a huge difference 
for many people in the area in keeping 
them mobile and allowing them to go 
about their daily business.

‘I would urge people to watch out 
for elderly and vulnerable members 
of the community – help them with 
snow clearing and not to assume that 
someone else will look out for them.’

A SHERIFF has admonished 
a Fort William pensioner 
after she hit her husband in 
a drink-fuelled altercation 
in the early hours of New 
Year’s Day.

Margaret Ward, aged 67, 
admitted punching Daniel 
Ward on the body and 
throwing a place mat at him 
at the family’s home at 3 
Kincardine Place.

Procurator Fiscal Alison 
Wylie told Fort William 
Sheriff Court police turned 
up at the address at around 
1.50am after receiving a 
report of a disturbance.

‘had been affected by 
alcohol’ and were told a 
row had broken out after Mr 
Ward informed the couple’s 
daughter phoning from 
Australia after the bells that 
‘your mother’s being a bit 

‘This was a red rag to a 
bull,’ said Ms Wylie. Mrs 
Ward swore at her husband, 
punched him and threw a 
place mat at him, which ‘he 
managed to duck’.

Defending, Mr Dewar 
said: ‘Mrs Ward is totally 
ashamed of her behaviour 
and has assured me it will 
never happen again.’

Admonishing the 
pensioner, Sheriff Douglas 
Small told her: ‘I think the 
stress of appearing in court 

A CAOL man who went on a drinking spree after 

police trying to calm him down in Fort William 
High Street.

Alexander MacInnes, aged 25, of 18 Torlundy 
Road, hit the town after his team won the 
competition at the Nevis Centre on March 23 last 
year. But his drinking got out of hand and staff at 
the Ben Nevis bar phoned police to ask for help 
with ‘an intoxicated male’ whom they had asked 

to leave the premises. Procurator Fiscal Alison 

found MacInnes on the street about 10.30pm and 
warned him about his behaviour. Initially he was 
co-operative, but then became ‘aggressive’ and 
was arrested.

‘He can’t recall much because of the state he 
was in,’ said Ms Wylie.

Defending, Stephen Kennedy said MacInnes 
admitted he deserved to be arrested because of 

his conduct. ‘He has expressed remorse and 
apologised to the police after the incident.’

MacInnes admitted causing a breach of the peace 
by acting in a disorderly manner by shouting and 

of their duties and struggling violently with them 
during the altercation.

Fining MacInnes a total of £570, Sheriff Douglas 
Small warned him unless his behaviour improved 
he would end up in custody.

‘Ice’ work if you can get it: the men busy on community service at Kilmallie Hall.

SCOTTISH Water is 
urging West Highland 
householders, landowners 
and those responsible for 
vacant buildings to look 
out for leaks as the coldest 
winter for decades maintains 
its grip. 

The utility says burst pipes 
on customers’ properties 
have contributed to a surge in
demand for water in some 
areas, causing low pressure 
and interruptions. 

Skye and Wester Ross have 
been worst affected. 

Householders are 
encouraged to report any 
leaks and owners of vacant 
properties, such as holiday 
homes and community or 
church halls, are advised to 
turn the water off and drain 
their plumbing.

Scottish Water workers have 
waded through thigh-deep 
snow, thawed out pumping
equipment in temperatures 
of -19ºC, cleared access 
roads to treatment works 
serving remote houses and 
even used pickaxes to get a 

Regional manager for 

Highland and the Western 
Isles Sheila Campbell-Lloyd 
said: ‘Our frontline staff have 
gone beyond the call of duty 
to deal with the exceptional 
weather. 

‘Many missed Christmas 
and Hogmanay and I’d 
like to thank them for 
their dedication and their 
friends and families for 
understanding.

‘I’d also like to thank those 
communities whose supplies 
have been interrupted. 

‘They have been extremely 
patient. We are keeping on 
top of the situation and will 
continue to do whatever is 
necessary to maintain our 
service.’

She added: ‘People can 
help us battle the big freeze 
by keeping an eye out for 
leaks on private property 

- particularly the owners 
of holiday homes that are 
probably empty at this time 
of year. 

‘We know of several 
where the plumbing has 
burst, causing damage to the 
property and drawing huge 
amounts of water from the 
local supply.’

Farmers and crofters are 
also asked to ensure any 
trough taps are not left 
running.

This is a common practice 
during cold weather but could 
be putting a community’s 
drinking water supply at risk 
of running out.

Up to date information 
about any water supply 
interruptions and advice 
on preventing burst pipes 
is available at www.
scottishwater.co.uk.

Weather forces meeting cancellation 

Fort assault trial continued

Drunk football man battled with police

Warning as 
water leaks 
put pressure 
on supplies

Fort
pensioner
punched
husband

Offenders help winter clear-up effort

THE BODY of a Berneray bard 
who died destitute in Australia 
in 1933 is to be exhumed and 
brought home.

The Australian authorities 
have granted permission to 
Iain Archie MacAskill’s great-
niece, Alina Simpson, who has 
been working for months on the 
necessary paperwork to allow 
the exhumation.

Iain Archie, born in Berneray 
in 1898, fought in the Great 
War, served in the Glasgow 
police and returned to the fam-
ily croft on the island before 
emigrating to Australia aged 
26 to farm.

But the venture and his health 
failed, and without any means 

of returning to Scotland he ex-
pressed his love for Berneray in 
Gaelic words and song. 

Ms Simpson, 31, of Thorn-
wood Avenue, Glasgow re-
solved to raise the £6,000 
needed to bring him home. 
Various events have already 
brought in £3,000.

Ms Simpson has also obtained 
permission from Comhairle 
Nan Eilean Siar to have Mr 
MacAskill’s body laid to rest 
in Berneray cemetery, beside 
his parents.

She said: ‘When we heard that 
the Australian authorities had 
granted us permission we were 
delighted. I will be going over 
at my own expense to Kar-

rakatta cemetery in Western 
Australia with some other 
family members to be there for 
the exhumation. I feel it’s im-
portant to make sure it’s done 
appropriately and respectfully.’ 
It is hoped a piper will play dur-
ing the exhumation.

Mr MacAskill’s remains will 

and brought back to Glasgow 
where they will be received by 
a local undertaker. 

Ms Simpson said while in 
Australia she plans to visit the 
the arid outback her great-uncle 
worked and the shack where he 
spent the last years of his life.

Now that permission has been 
granted, she is determined 

to get the remains home as 
quickly as possible.

She said: ‘I hope to go out 
in March and have him home 
by April. 

‘I have no idea how I’m going 
to get the remaining £3,000 by 
then, but I have confidence. 
I’ve started a Facebook group, 
the John MacAskill Memorial 
Fund through which people can 
make donations and it already 
has 129 members.’

Ms Simpson added: ‘I think 
the exhumation of someone 
who has been dead so long is 

Isles.’ 

BBC Alba.

Alina Simpson: bringing her great uncle back to Berneray

Berneray bard’s remains to be 
brought home from Australia
Perhaps a historic first for the Western Isles

OBAN Forward has invited 
representatives from 500 
businesses in Oban to attend 
a meeting to establish a Busi-
ness Improvement District 
Scheme (BIDS).

Should those in attendance 
vote to have a BIDS, the 

sum per annum through a 
levy on every business, ap-
proximately £10 per £1,000 
of their rateable value.

This sum will be used to 
make improvements to the 
town that are over and above 
council services.

At the meeting to be held on 
January 28 in the Argyllshire 
Gathering Halls a steering 
committee will propose the 
BIDS and each business has 
one vote, with a simple ma-
jority verdict required.

John MacGregor of Oban 
Forward, who chaired the 
initial BIDS meeting in Oban, 
said: ‘This is an extremely at-
tractive opportunity for Oban 
to spend a six-figure sum 
within the town centre every 
year. We urge you to attend 
and use your vote.’

Oban Forward had initially 
planned to extend the BIDS 
scheme outwith Oban to its 
surrounding areas but con-
cluded that this would not be 
a viable option.

Oban
Forward
hosts BIDS 
meeting

A85 safety 
meeting
ARGYLL and Bute’s new 
head of road policing is meet-
ing with road maintenance 
company Scotland Transerv 
today (Thursday) to discuss 
the safety of the A85 between 
Tyndrum and Oban.

Inspector Hugh O’Neill says 
the section from Fearnoch to 
Muckairn, near Taynuilt, is of 
particular concern.

A number of drivers have 
gone off the road on the 
mile stretch between the two 
sites.

waste water plant in Islay have forgotten a few 
letters on signs.

Fencing was erected around the plant, which 

warning the public to keep out.  
The company left out the letters ‘au’ in unau-

thorised, replacing it with an ‘o’ instead.
Scottish Water Solutions awarded contac-

tors GMJV the contract to build the new waste 
treatment plant in Bowmore after announcing it 
would be investing £4.5 million in the project 
in 2006.

Oops with an ‘o’

THE SUN was shining on Tiree this week, making 
it the sunniest place in the UK. 

sunshine while the rest of the country had heavy 

who was covering duties on the island described 
the island as ‘glorious’. 

Tiree basks in sunshine

o
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To advertise your car in Drive Times telephone 
01631 568000

RENAULT 
W.D Semple

Inveraray &
Lochgilphead

Tel. 01499 302150

SUBARU 
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TOYOTA 
Helensburgh
5 John Street,
Helensburgh
Tel. 01436 672779
www. helensburgh.toyota.co.uk

VOLKSWAGEN 
Hawco
Caol, Fort William
Tel. 01397 700900
www.hawco.volkswagen.co.uk

TO PROMOTE
YOUR NEW CAR 

DEALERSHIP
PLEASE CALL: 
01631 568000

Visit our website at 
www.ethornton.co.uk

Abacus Buildings (01631) 566771 info@ethornton.co.uk

GROUND FLOOR FLAT
5 GLENSHELLACH
TERRACE, OBAN,
PA34 4BH
This is an ideal starter 
flat situated within 
easy walking distance 
of shops and usual 
offices. Door entry 
system. Train, ferry 
and bus links are 
also near at hand. 
Very pleasant views 
towards Soroba and 
Glencruitten Hills. 
Suitable for disabled.
A c c o m m o d a t i o n 
comprises – Sitting 
Room, 2 Bedrooms, 
Hall, Shower Room, 
Kitchen, GCH, DG, Whirly Drier, Large store 
cupboard in close. Extras.

3 BEDROOMED, DET. 
HOUSE TO RENT

Creag Bhan, Oban
£650 pcm Incl. council tax

Parking,
fully furnished kitchen,

carpets,curtains.
ref. required,

no pets or smokers

01852 300339
or 07734 063700

West Coast
Property Guide

www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk
Sell your property online at our new website:

ACHALEVEN, CONNEL
For Sale:  A well 
proportioned Semi 
Detached House, in 
need of some mod-
ernisation, pleasantly 
situated in a popu-
lar cul-de-sac on the 
fringe of the village. 
Replacement dou-
ble glazing. Comprising Hall, Lounge, Kitchen, Bathroom, 
3 Bedrooms. Established garden and allocated parking 
space. Guide Price £125,000

KERRERA TERRACE, OBAN
For Sale:  An attrac-
tively presented Top 
Floor Flat in an es-
tablished residential 
area convenient to the 
town centre and local 
amenities enjoying a 
pleasant open aspect 
to the front over the 
town towards the Island of Kerrera.  Accommodation com-
prises Hall, Lounge, Kitchen, 2 Bedrooms, Bathroom, 2 Ex-
ternal Stores.  Double glazing, electric heating.  Communal 
garden and on-street parking. Guide Price £90,000

TO RENT
Recently refurbished 2 

Campbeltown.

street parking for 2 cars, 
gardens to front and rear
Available immediately 
No pets, smokers, DSS

Contact: 07917 353866

TO LET CENTRAL OBAN
3 Bed House  £575 pcm
3 Bed Flat      £550 pcm

Letting Rooms  £70 per week

Tel: Jill on 07787434738 
or 0141 8876097

FOR SALE
/ TO LET

T 01224 572661
www.fgburnett.co.uk

For further information contact 
Kevin Jackson DD 01224 597538

Retail Unit and site with Development 
potential. Could be sub-divided: 
160.4sq.m. (1726sq.ft.)

MAIN STREET, MALLAIG

CLOSING DATE

12 noon 29th Jan 2010

£2,500 + vat.

FIAT DUCATO VAN
2004 54 Reg 2.0 JTD, 48,000 miles, Me-
tallic Blue, Fully Lined, Full Bulkhead, 

Full Roof Racks, CD Player, Electric 
Windows/Mirrors

10 Months MOT, Great Van, Excellent 
Condition.

Telephone: 
01631 570455  or 

07756 514660

£2000 o.n.o.

March 2003, 2 owners, excellent condition, 27,000 
miles, 4 months mot, 6 months tax, central locking, 

front electric windows.

Telephone: 
07837 920066

FIAT PUNTO 1.2 
ACTIVE

£2900 o.n.o.

Watertight, all in good working order, 2 bedrooms, 
separate bathroom/shower room, bolt on decking 

and additional utility room.

Telephone: 
01631 710754 or 07828 865654

33 X 12 WILLERBY GRANADA 
STATIC CARAVAN

NISSAN MICRA 

£3900 o.n.o.
2door, Black 2006/56plate, 18000 miles only,

Full service history, Very good mpg and cheap to insure,
MOT till September 2010, Taxed till end of March 2010 

Great little car

Tel: 07796994228 or 01546 600083

JEEP

£2999 o.n.o.
Orvis, 11 Months MOT, 5 Months tax

59,000 Miles, LPG Converted, F.S.H, V.G.C.
Tel: 07865 088324

VAUXHALL CORSA ‘BREEZE’ 2005. 
LIMITED EDITION ‘ENERGY BLUE’

£3300
Very low milage - 33400. Air cond. CD player, Elec. 

windows. Alloy wheels, coloured bumpers.
Tax and MOT till April. Excellent Condition

Tel: 01631 564428

WANTED
ANY 4X4 VEHICLE, LANDROVER 90 
OR 110, TOYOTA HILUX, NISSAN, 
MITSIBISHI ETC, HIGH MILEAGE,

WILL TRAVEL. 
Tel: 07864 035750

£17,000 o.n.o.

FISHER FREEWARD 25FT YACHT
Exceptional Condition. 

Reluctant sale. New engine 
2008. In mast reefing 

– furling jib. Hot air heat-
ing. Lots of extras.

Ready to sail.

Telephone: 
01770 601319

Tel: 01292 880080/880440
www.sandsservices.co.ukWE’VE DONE IT AGAIN.

For the third successive year the sales team at S & S has become the UK’s top selling Subaru dealer.
Thank you to all our customers who bought a car from us in 2009, we look forward to your continued support in 2010.
S & S will be hosting a new car event in Oban on the 23rd and 24th of January. Further details of the venue will be in next week’s Oban Times.
There is still time to take advantage of the governments £2000 scrappage allowance. Contact our sales team now for terms and conditions.

Full range of new Rodeos available at unbeatable prices. All Roads Lead to S & S

TO LET

COMMERCIAL

WANTED FOR SALE
House to Rent

In Dunbeg
One Bedroom Semi 
detached- Bungalow

Fully furnished
Easily managed garden
Sorry no pets or D.S.S.

£450 pcm + 
C/Tax & Bills

Available now. Ref. 
essential

Tel: 01631 710737

FLAT TO RENT
Tweeddale St, 

3 bedroom. 
Well equipped, 
furnished and 

presented.
£500pcm.

07787522280
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COAST PROTECTON ACT 1949
STAGE 1 OF MARINA DEVELOPMENT : MALLAIG HARBOUR

Notice is hereby given that Wallace Stone LLP, on behalf of Mallaig 
Harbour Authority, has applied to the Scottish Ministers of the Scottish 
Government, under section 34 of the Coast Protection Act 1949, as 
amended by section 36 of the Merchant Shipping Act 1988, to install a 

Description Latitude Longitude

Boundary line end point:

Mallaig

Objections relating to safety of navigation in respect of the application 

date of this notice quoting reference: 2SPC\1\6\72

WEST ARGYLL 
FOREST DISTRICT

A public consultation for 
Kilchrenan, Inverliever and 

Inverinan forest plan revisions 
will take place at:

Dalavich Social and 
Recreation Club, Dalavich 

on 20th January from 1-4pm

All Welcome and for further 
details contact Iain Walker on 

01546 605052

TRANSPORT SCOTLAND

NOTICE OF DETERMINATION
A84 NORTH OF STRATHYRE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT
DETERMINATION BY THE SCOTTISH MINISTERS UNDER SECTIONS 20A AND
55A OF THE ROADS (SCOTLAND) ACT 1984
THE SCOTTISH MINISTERS hereby give notice that they have determined that
their proposed replacement of an existing piped culvert 1 kilometre or thereby
north of the village of Strathyre between Callander and Lochearnhead is–
(a) not a project which falls within Annex I of Council Directive No. 85/337/EEC
on the assessment of the effects of certain public and private projects on the
environment as amended by Council Directive No. 97/11/EC and Council
Directive No. 2003/35/EC of the European Parliament and Council;
(b) is a relevant project within the meaning of Sections 20A(9) and 55A(7) of
the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984, and falls within Annex II of the said Directive
but that having regard to the selection criteria contained in Annex III of the
Directive it should not be made subject to an environmental impact assessment
in accordance with the Directive, and accordingly the project does not require
the publication of an Environmental Statement.
D M C MACNEILL
A member of the staff of the Scottish Ministers
Transport Scotland
Trunk Roads Network Management
Buchanan House, 58 Port Dundas Road, Glasgow G4 0HF
6th January 2010

OBAN & LORN 
TOURISM

ASSOCIATION
Annual General 

Meeting
Wednesday 10th 

February
6.30pm Oban Community 

Fire Station

COMMUNITY COUNCILS
NOTICE OF BY-ELECTIONS
ELECTIONS OF COMMUNITY COUNCILLORS
BY-ELECTION DAY – 4 MARCH 2010
1.By-Elections are to be held for the return of Community Councillors to fill vacancies on the undernoted 
Community Councils within the Oban, Lorn & the Isles area of Argyll and Bute.
Mull AA42, AA43, AA44, AA45, AA46, AA47, AA48, AA49, AA50
Iona AA51
Coll AA52
Tiree AA53
Oban AA36, AA37, AA38, AA39, AA64
Glenorchy & Innishail AA55, AA56, AA57, AA61
Taynuilt AA58
Avich & Kilchrenan AA59, AA60
Luing AA62
Kilninver & Kilmelford AA63, AA68
Seil & Easdale AA65
Kilmore AA66
Dunbeg AA67
Lismore AA69
Connel AA71
Ardchattan AA72, AA73, AA74

2.Nomination papers must be lodged with the Depute Returning Officer, Kenneth Macdonald, Lorn House, Albany 
Street, Oban PA34 4AR, on any day except a Saturday or Sunday after the date of this notice, but not later than 
4.00pm on Thursday 28 January 2010 and withdrawals of persons nominated must be intimated at the same address 
not later than 4.00pm on Thursday 28 January 2010.
Forms of nomination and withdrawal may be obtained from the Depute Returning Officer at the addresses below.

Lorn House The Business Centre Breadalbane Street
Albany Street Crossapol Tobermory
Oban Isle of Tiree Isle of Mull
PA34 4AR PA77 6UP PA75 6PX

Nigel Stewart, Returning Officer, Kilmory, Lochgilphead PA31 8RT January 2010

To find out more about living and 
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION 
AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them, 
may be examined between the hours of  9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday (excluding public 
holidays) at the AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS OFFICE,  FULTON HOUSE, 
GORDON SQUARE, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6XY  and, where given, the alternative location(s).
Written comments should be made to the Area Planning and Building Standards Manager 
at this office within the time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a 
representation about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.

Reference Number

09/00452/FULLO

09/00460/FULLO

09/00466/MSCLO

09/00467/PIPLO

09/00469/FULLO

09/00470/FULLO

09/00477/FULLO

09/00480/FULLO

09/00483/PIPLO
09/00484/PIPLO
09/00485/PIPLO

09/00486/FULLO

09/00488/FULLO

09/00489/FULLO

Alternative locations  where 
application may be inspected 
and time period for comments

Lochaber Area Planning & Building 
Standards Office
(14 days)

Mallaig Service Point
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & Building 
Standards Office
(14 days)

Kinlochleven Post Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & Building 
Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & Building 
Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & Building 
Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & Building 
Standards Office
(14 days)

Glenfinnan Post Office
(14 days)

Mallaig Service Point
(14 days)

Spean Bridge Post Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & Building 
Standards Office
(14 days)

Area Planning and Building Standards Manager, Ross, Skye & Lochaber: 
Dafydd Jones, Highland Council, Fulton House, Gordon Square, Fort William, PH33 6XY
Tel: (01397) 707015 Fax: (01397) 707022    e-mail: planning.lochaber@highland.gov.uk

Development Address

Ben Nevis Inn
Achintee
Fort William

Site East and South East of 
Tourist Information Centre
Mallaig

Housing Site to South of 
Sheraton Retail Shops
Lochyside
Fort William

Land East of St Pauls
Wades Road
Kinlochleven

Land To South West of
Henderson Row
Plantation
Fort William

48 Camanachd Crescent
Fort William

Moorings Hotel
Banavie
Fort William

9 St Johns Road
Lochyside
Fort William

Sites West and North West of
1 Torr An Eas
Glenfinnan

Harlosh
Morar
Mallaig

Mandalay
Spean Bridge

Unit 1
40A Ben Nevis Drive
Ben Nevis Industrial Estate
Fort William

Proposal Description

Erection of 2 holiday chalets

Construction of marina

Erection of 2 houses

Erection of 2 houses

Creation of allotments & 
woodland garden.  Erection 
of 17 sheds, 1 polytunnel, 1 
container, 1 compost toilet, 1 
water tank, compost bins

Formation of disabled access 
ramp

Extension to hotel (cafe, 
terrace, public toilets and 4 
bedrooms)

Installation of satellite dish

Erection of  3 houses

Alterations & extension to 
house

Alterations & extension to 
house

Alteration to workshop

ROADS experts are 
predicting there will be 
a huge increase in the 
number of pot holes on 
west coast roads – and 
Argyll and Bute Council 
is bracing itself for a 
huge bill. 

‘Final nail’
Isle of Mull councillor 

Mary-Jean Devon, 
Tobermory, said: ‘I 
shudder to think what 
our road conditions 
will be when the thaw 
happens. These Arctic 
conditions may be the 

many roads on Mull and 
beyond.

‘If the experts 
predictions are correct 
we will be looking at 
weight restrictions on 
our roads. Farmers and 
small businesses will 
be adversely effected 
by this. I wouldn’t be 
surprised if we were 

looking at restrictions on 
other roads throughout 
Argyll and Bute. This is 
a very serious issue.’

A spokeswoman for 
Argyll and Bute Council 
said: ‘We will certainly 
face increased problems 
with potholes as a result 
of the severe weather 
over the last few weeks.

‘This will obviously 

implications. We will 
have to reallocate our 
existing budget in 
order to deal with the 
roads priorities once 
the weather conditions 
improve.’

A spokesman for trunk 
roads authority Scotland 
Transerv said: ‘In 
relation to anticipating 
future problems with 
the break up of the road 
surface of trunk roads 
following prolonged 
severe weather, such 

occurrences are not 
unexpected.

‘However, to minimise 
the impact we have 
processes in place in 
which trained route 
inspectors inspect the 
roads within a strictly 
regulated time frame, 
and we are required by 
our contract to repair 
serious damage to the 
carriageway surface 

We are independently 
audited on this element 
of our work, as we are 
on all aspects of our 
performance.’

A spokeswoman for 
the Scottish Government 
said: ‘We are unable 
to estimate the extent 
of the damage to roads 
until the thaw is over. 
We will then consult 
with our partners, such 
as Transerv, to complete 
necessary work.’

West coast 
fears plethora 
of potholes

THREE weeks after the 

at the north end of Mull 

out along their B-class 
road on Friday, with 
care.

Treacherous 
Residents at Ensay, 

Tostarie and Burg had 
been unable to leave 
their homes after the 
snow turned to ice, 
making conditions too 
treacherous to get an 
Argyll and Bute Council 
gritter along the hilly, 
hairpin road between 
Ensay and Kilninian, 
never mind cars.

Local farmer Ian 
MacKay did stalwart 
work rescuing cars 
which became stuck, 
while MP Alan Reid and 
Mull councillor Gordon 
Chalmers put pressure on 
Argyll and Bute Council 
to grit the roads.

While one small 
section was still not 
passable, council 
workers were able to get 
some way up the hill and 
grit the hairpin bends.

Ian Erskine at Burg, 
who along with his 

neighbours was chipping 
his way out day by day, 
said: ‘It’s passable with 
extreme care. 

‘We are grateful to 
Alan Reid and Gordon 
Chalmers for pushing 
the council to grit the 
road.’

Mr Reid said: ‘I am 
pleased that every house 
on the B8073 can now 
be reached by road, 
although the remaining 
blockage still means 
long detours on some 
journeys.

‘I would like to pay 
tribute to the council 
gritters for all the long 
hours they have worked 
to clear roads and then 
keep them clear. 

‘However, the council 
must re-examine its 
plans to ensure that it 
can cope better should a 
long cold spell like this 
happen again.’

The council managed 
to top up grit piles to 
Ensay and Kilninian 
during the week, in 
between the island’s 
three gritters keeping the 
priority routes on Mull’s 
200 miles of road clear.

Gritters free trapped 
Mull residents
Road passable with extreme care

FORECASTERS predict 
that the severe weather 
is to ease slightly in 
the coming days with 
temperatures hovering 
around freezing. 

All main roads in 
Argyll and Bute are now 
open but Argyll and Bute 
Council has pledged 
to continue winter 
maintenance treatments 
dealing with roads on a 
priority basis.

Main routes will be 

routes and pavements 
will be gritted where 
resources permit.

A council spokesperson 
said:  ‘In Argyll and Bute 
we currently have some 
2,200 tonnes of salt in 
stock.’ 

Argyll Community 
Housing Association 
(ACHA) has been 
assisting the council in 
gritting pavements in the 
Oban, Lorn, Helensbugh, 
Lomond and Bute areas.  

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
spokesperson Councillor 
Duncan MacIntyre urged 
the public to continue 
being cautious: ‘The 
poor weather conditions 
are going to continue 
and I would ask that all 
drivers and pedestrians 
take care at this time.’

Freeze is not 
over yet

PLANNING
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
(AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Take notice that the applications in the following schedule may be inspected during normal 
office hours at 67/69 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX and by logging on to the Council’s 
website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online Planning Applications.  Anyone 
wishing to make representations should do so in writing to the undersigned within 21 days of 
the appearance of this notice, whichever is applicable as indicated below.  Please quote the 
reference number in any correspondence.

SCHEDULE - DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION PLANS

•Ref No: 09/01332/PP
Applicant: Douglas Angus
Proposal: Erection of 90 centimetre high boundary fence
Site Address: 19 - 20 Shore Street, Portnahaven, Isle Of Islay, Argyll And Bute 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Portnahaven

•Ref No: 09/01775/LIB
Applicant: Dunlossit Estate
Proposal: Conversion of agricultural barn to a training centre and hostel (Class 7).
Site Address: Knocklearach Farm, Glen Road South Of Ballygrant From Ballygrant Bridge To 
Storakaig Access Track, Ballygrant, Isle Of Islay, Argyll and Bute
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Ballygrant

TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS 
AMENDED), RELATED LEGISLATION PLANNING (LISTED 
BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Take notice that the applications in the following schedule may be inspected during normal 
office hours at the location given below and  Planning Services, Lorn House, Albany Street, 
Oban, PA34 4AR and by logging on to the Council’s Website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and 
clicking on Online Planning Applications.   Anyone wishing to make representations should do 
so in writing to the undersigned within 21 days of the appearance of this notice.  Please quote 
the reference number in any correspondence.

SCHEDULE - DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION OF PLANS

•Ref No: 09/01815/LIB
Applicant: Mr And Mrs Fraser
Proposal: Enclose existing glazed canopy
Site Address: Luachrach Oban Argyll And Bute PA34 4QB 
Location of Plans:  Oban Area Office

•Ref No: 09/01767/LIB
Applicant: Vestry Of Portnacroish
Proposal: Renewal of roof covering and rainwater goods.
Site Address: Portnacroish Church, Portnacroish, Argyll And Bute, PA38 4BL 
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Ledaig

•Ref No: 10/00039/PP
Applicant: Mr A Tomkinson
Proposal: Alteration and extension to existing dwellinghouse
Site Address: 1 Argyll Terrace, Tobermory, Isle Of Mull, Argyll And Bute, PA75 6PB, 
Location of Plans: Tobermory Area Office

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 
REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT
Applications for planning permission listed below together with the plans and other documents 
submitted with them may be examined at: 67/69 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX and 
the location details below between the hours of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday to Friday and by 
logging to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online Planning 
Applications. Written comments for the following list of applications may be made to Planning 
Services: 67/69 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX by the 04/02/2010

•Ref No: 09/01322/PP
Applicant: Ms N Maclellan
Proposal: Erection of 1 and a half storey dwellinghouse and demolition of existing derelict 
building Site Address: Torran Darroch, Gruinart, Isle Of Islay, Argyll And Bute
Location of Plans: Bowmore Area Office Isle of Islay

•Ref No: 09/01698/PP
Applicant: Mr And Mrs MacLugash
Proposal: Erection of dwelling house
Site Address: Lyrabus Moor Croft, Bridgend, Isle Of Islay, Argyll And Bute, PA44 7PL
Location of Plans: Bowmore Area Office Isle of Islay

•Ref No: 09/01805/PP
Applicant: MacCalman Homes Ltd
Proposal: Variation to planning permission reference 07/01800/DET incoporating alterations to 
house design and drainage treatment.
Site Address: Land East Of Dha Urlar, Bowmore, Isle Of Islay, Argyll And Bute
Location of Plans: Bowmore Area Office Isle of Islay

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 
REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT
Applications for planning permission listed below together with the plans and other documents 
submitted with them may be examined at: Lorn House, Oban 8DX and the location details 
below between the hours of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday to Friday and by logging to the Council’s 
website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online Planning Applications.
Written comments for the following list of applications may be made to Planning Services: 
Lorn House, Albany Street, Oban, PA34 4AR by the 04/02/2010

• Ref No: 09/01352/PP
Applicant: Mr S MacDougall
Proposal: Change of use from shop (class 1) to form flatted residence.
Site Address: 14 Jane Road, Dunbeg, Oban, Argyll And Bute, PA37 1QE,
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Dunbeg

• Ref No: 09/01567/PP
Applicant: Strathclyde Fire Board Per Strathclyde Fire And Rescue
Proposal: Erection of Fire Training Unit
Site Address: Fire Station, Soroba Road, Oban, Argyll And Bute, PA34 4SH,
Location of Plans: Oban Area Office

•Ref No: 09/01575/PP
Applicant: Mr And Mrs Davies
Proposal: Erection of front and rear extension and installation of roof lights
Site Address: Tigh-Na-Sith, Connel, Oban, Argyll And Bute, PA37 1PJ,
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Connel

•Ref No: 09/01612/PP
Applicant: Argyll Community Housing Association
Proposal: Erection of 8 no. dwelling houses
Site Address: Land At Scott Terrace, Dalmally, Argyll And Bute
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Dalmally

•Ref No: 09/01641/PP
Applicant: Mr Ewen Cresswell
Proposal: Reinstatement of original church openings, internal alterations, new rooflights, inset 
dormer and lantern, erection of shed and double garage
Site Address: Craig A Ghoirtean, A848 Through Salen From Craig A Ghoirtean To Ardmor Road, 
Salen, Isle Of Mull, Argyll And Bute, PA72 6JG
Location of Plans: Tobermory Area Office

•Ref No: 09/01682/PP
Applicant: Mr Brian Forgrieve
Proposal: Erection of a single storey rear extension.
Site Address: 20 Dalintart Drive, Oban, Argyll And Bute,
Location of Plans: Oban Area Office

•Ref No: 09/01756/PP
Applicant: Mr And Mrs G Stewart
Proposal: Increase of roof height to form second storey, replacement of roof covering and
alterations to existing front porch.
Site Address: Keepers Cottage, Benderloch, Oban, Argyll And Bute, PA37 1QS
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Ledaig

•Ref No: 09/01769/PP
Applicant: Mr And Mrs G McPherson
Proposal: Erection of 2.5 metre high timber fence forming enclosed plant sales area, provision
of 2 disabled parking spaces, upgrade existing access within site and landscaping works.
Site Address: Fish Farm East Of Tigh Na Mara, Dunbeg, Argyll And Bute
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Dunbeg

•Ref No: 09/01771/PP
Applicant: Lindon Ltd Property (Scotland)
Proposal: Amendment to planning permission reference 07/01545/DET for alterations to
vehicular access and parking in retrospect.
Site Address: Harris Villa, Longsdale Road, Oban, Argyll And Bute, PA34 5JU
Location of Plans: Oban Area Office

•Ref No: 09/01804/PPP
Applicant: Brian Neish
Proposal: Site for Erection of Four Self-Catering Lodges and Associated Parking (Renewal of
consent 05/02606/OUT)
Site Address: Barbreck Farm Bungalow, Kilchrenan, Taynuilt, Argyll And Bute, PA35 1HF
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Taynuilt

•Ref No: 09/01854/PP
Applicant: Mr And Mrs K Pound
Proposal: Erection of 3no. dwelling houses by way of amendment to application no. 09/01162/PPP
Site Address: Site East Of Sonachan Farm, Portsonachan, Argyll And Bute
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Dalmally

•Ref No: 09/01883/PP
Applicant: Mr And Mrs C Garnett
Proposal: Erection of dwellinghouse - variation to 06/02475/REM (amended design)
Site Address: Plot 2, Torr Na Locha Croft, Ardtun, Isle Of Mull, Argyll And Bute
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Bunessan Isle of Mull

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 
REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT
Applications for planning permission listed below together with the plans and other documents 
submitted with them may be examined at: Dalriada House Lochnell Street Lochgilphead PA31 8ST and 
the location details below between the hours of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday to Friday and by logging to 
the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online Planning Applications.
Written comments for the following list of applications may be made to Planning Services: 
Dalriada House Lochnell Street Lochgilphead PA31 8ST by the 11/02/2010

•Ref No: 09/01874/PP
Applicant: RWE Npower Renewable Ltd
Proposal: Construction of a 15 turbine (45 megawatt
maximum capacity) wind farm.
Site Address: Raera Forest, Kilninver, Argyll And Bute
Location of Plans: Lorn Area Office
Argyll and Bute Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed 
between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. at Planning Services, Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8ST.
An extant list of planning applications which can be viewed on the Councils website www.
argyll-bute.gov.uk A weekly list of applications which can be viewed at Planning Services, 
Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8ST and Argyll and Bute Council Libraries.

THE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT (SCOTLAND) 
REGULATIONS 1999 NOTICE UNDER REGULATION 13 Planning 
Application Reference Number: 09/01874/PP
Proposed development at Raera Forest, Kilninver, Argyll And Bute Notice is hereby given that 
an environmental statement has been submitted to Argyll and Bute Council by RWE Npower 
Renewable Ltd relating to the planning application in respect of Construction of a 15 turbine 
(45 megawatt maximum capacity) wind farm. notified to Argyll and Bute Council.
A copy of the environmental statement and the associated planning applications may be 
inspected during office hours in the register of planning applications kept by the Planning 
Authority, at Dalriada House, Lochnell Street, Lochgilphead PA31 8ST; and by logging on to 
the Council’s Website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and going through the ‘Online planning and 
Building Standards Application Information’ system during the period of 28 days beginning 
with the date of this notice.
Copies of the environmental statement may be purchased from RWE Npower Renewable Ltd at 
a cost of £200 for paper copies and £15 for electronic copies. Any person who wishes to make 
representations to Argyll and Bute Council about the environmental statement should make 
them in writing within the period to Mr R. Kerr, Principal Planning Officer, Dalriada House, 
Lochnell Street,Lochgilphead PA31 8ST 
Mr R. Kerr, Principal Planning Officer
Argyll and Bute Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed 
between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. at Planning Services, Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8ST.
An extant list of planning applications which can be viewed on the Councils website www.
argyll-bute.gov.uk A weekly list of applications which can be viewed at Planning Services, 
Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8ST and Argyll and Bute Council Libraries.
Any letter of representation the council receives about a planning application is considered a 
public document.
Please therefore note that representations will be made available for public inspection and, 
under the terms of the Freedom of Information Act, will be copied on request. They will also 
be published on the council’s web site. The author of such a representation is solely responsible 
for its content and accuracy.
Anonymous representations will be “shredded” and those marked confidential will be returned 
to the sender. Neither will be taken into account when the application is being considered. 
Details of representations we receive on planning applications can be viewed on the council’s 
website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/publicaccess

To find out more about living and 
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk 

All women are invited to a special event supporting women
to speak out and make a difference

Getting Involved
•

Friday 22nd January 2010
10.00am to 3.00pm
in the Council Chambers, Kilmory, Lochgilphead
hosted by Argyll and Bute Council 
The event is free and lunch is included.
To book a place or for more info please contact
WEA Women@Work Project
Phone: 01463 710577
Email:  womenatwork@weascotland.org.uk     
www.weawomenatwork.org.uk

(number1112775) and in Scotland (number SCO39239) and a company limited by guarantee 
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DRIVER/STOREPERSON 
REQUIRED

Oban and Fort William Depots
Permanent full time positions

Full clean driving licence required

Good rates of pay

Apply to Mr C McDonald on 01631 563 711 
Oban Depot position and

Mr D MacDonald on 01397 772 143 
Fort William Depot position

LBO Manager – Fort William Area 
(Starting salary £15,975.00 – 37.5 hours per week)

Deputy Managers – Fort William Area 
(Starting salary £14,525.00 – 37.5 hours per week)

Customer Service Assistants – Fort William Area 
(Starting at £6.10 per hour – various hours available)
We currently have a vacancy in the Fort William area for a full time LBO 
Manager.  Previous betting industry experience would be desirable 
however full training will be given.  Customer Service experience 
would be advantageous.

We are also looking for Deputy Managers in the Fort William area.  
Previous industry or supervisory experience is advantageous but not 
essential, as full training will be given.

In Customer Service Assistants we are looking for good team players 
to deliver excellent customer service to a wide range of customers. 
You’ll take bets, pay out on wins and work as part of a team in a 
modern environment that’s fast-paced and fun. Our training and 
development programs will allow you to develop your talents.

We are a fast-paced, 7-day a week business and our busiest times are 
very much dictated by the sporting calendar.  Bearing this in mind you 
must be flexible and adaptable.

You will be aged 18 or over, and able to work evening and weekends.  

For further information or to apply please call 0800 88 22 77 
or telephone Tracey Campbell on 07841784410.  

Scottish Natural Heritage is the leading
public body responsible for advising
Ministers on matters relating to the natural
heritage. The natural environment is a key asset that underpins
Scotland’s wealth, health and quality of life. Our job is to conserve this
resource, to promote its sustainable management and to encourage
people to access and enjoy it responsibly.

Administrative Support Officer – 37 Hours
Starting salary: £14,548
Isle of Rum (Six months, Fixed Term Contract)
(Ref: 064-105)
We are looking for an Administrative Support Officer to spend 6 months
on the Isle of Rum, one of our most important National Nature Reserves.
Supporting our busy Reserve Team, your experience of office working
and excellent customer care & communication skills will provide a strong
foundation for this role. You will need 4 Standard Grades (or equivalent)
and good IT skills. Duties will include office reception and enquiries,
financial management, record keeping and a major upgrade to the
reserve and Castle filing and archiving systems.
We’re as supportive, committed and proud of our people 
as we are of the natural world around us. Find out more,
and apply, online. Alternatively, call 01463 725182.
Closing date: Friday 29 January 2010.

snhjobs.co.uk

Experienced
AUDIO TYPIST
Required for
Home Working 
With own transcription equipment. 
Send CV and required remuneration

 to Box No 54 
Oban Times, 
PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll 
PA34 4HB

HGV CLASS 2 
DRIVER
REQUIRED

For Oban - Glasgow 
Night Shift

Contact Cameron 
Carriers, Fort William

Telephone 
01397 703438 or 

07711 818320

CORACHIE CLEMATIS
PART TIME DRIVER REQUIRED

HGV Class 1 (C+E) Class 2 (C) Driver Required
Full or part time prepared to work away from home 2/3 

nights per week.

personal transport.
Good rates of pay dependant on experience.

PART TIME/FULL TIME ADMIN/SALES PERSON

be methodical and organised also able to work under 
pressure to deadlines, good telephone manner.

PART TIME SEASONAL PLANT CENTRE ASSISTANT

includes retailing, catering and plant care.

Please apply to: 
Douglas Baird, Corachie Clematis, Taynuilt, Argyll PA35 1HY
Tel:01866 822266 Email: wholesale@corachieclematis.co.uk

Farm Worker required to assist 
with stock, tractors and day to 

day farm work.
Two bedroom DG, CH house available 

if required.

Telephone 01586 830352. Post 1 
Service Manager
27 hours per week
Salary scale  £23,080 – £25,550 p.a. (pro rata)

Crossroads provides Short Term Home based Respite, 
to Carers in Mid Argyll, Kintyre, Islay and Jura.
We are currently seeking an enthusiastic and highly motivated person to manage 
the Service.  Responsibilities will include managing a team of staff, care management 
and overseeing administrative and financial systems.
Applicants should have a qualification in Health or Social Care, or hold the appropriate 
qualifications to register with SSSC, or be willing to undertake the training to do so.

Post 2 
Administrative Assistant
16 hours per week £15,035 - £15,773 p.a. (pro rata)

The post will provide administrative support to the Service Manager.  You should 
have good working knowledge of Microsoft Applications and have office experience.
Both Posts are based in Lochgilphead.

For further information and Application Pack contact:

Helen Kessell Coordinator, Crossroads Dalriada & The Isles, Aros, Lochgilphead 
PA31 8LE Tel: 01546 603082 crossroads.maki@btconnect.com  

Closing Date for returned applications is 3rd February 2010

    SCO32275

CRARAE GARDENS
VISITOR CENTRE/SHOP MANAGER
Seasonal position. Required Mid March to 

end October. 40 hrs p.w.

please telephone 01546 886614, or write to 
the Property Manager, The National Trust for 
Scotland, Crarae Garden, Minard, Inveraray, 

Argyll. PA32 8YA

Require Apprentice Electrician
Apply in writing only with C.V to
Mr S Dunlop
Managing Director
Oban Electrical Services Ltd
19 Stevenson Street
Oban
PA34 5NA

Lighthouse Caledonia is a leading supplier of high quality Scottish Salmon 
and a principal player in the Scottish aquaculture industry.  The company 
is engaged in all stages of farming Atlantic salmon from smolt production 
through to harvesting, processing, packing and sales. We are totally com-
mitted to the highest standards of animal welfare, sustainable operations 
and the promotion of a responsible environmental policy.

We are shortly re-opening our Vuia Beag site on West Loch Roag, and re-
cruiting a team which will  be fully involved from the initial stages of setting 
up the site. We have the following opportunities:

MARINE SITE MANAGER £34,000 – £37,000
The ideal candidate will be a fully experienced and enthusiastic salmon 
farmer with excellent fish husbandry skills, strong management and lead-
ership qualities and proven organisational skills. Applicants must also be 
experienced in automated feed systems, fish health, growth curves and feed 
management. The successful applicant must be able to demonstrate com-
mitment to the safety and welfare of the staff for whom they are responsible, 
to the livestock within their control and to limiting any possible environmental 
impact of farming on the local community and beyond. 

SENIOR MARINE OPERATIVE £21,000 - £24,000
Under the direction of the Manager, the SMO will assume responsibility for 
leading the team in all the day to day operations of the site.  Applicants must 
have proven fish husbandry and organisational abilities, good numeric and 
IT skills, be committed to high standards of Health and Safety and under-
stand the importance of environmental issues. 

4  MARINE OPERATIVES £15,500 - £19,000
This team will work in all the day to day operations of the site including fish 
welfare, sampling,   grading and moving, site maintenance, net changing 
and boat handling.  Applicants must have good practical and problem solv-
ing skills and ideally have marine experience. Previous fish farming experi-
ence would be useful, but is not essential as training will be given.

A current driving licence is essential for all posts. Hours are 40 per week 
plus a rota of 1 weekend in 3  (at enhanced overtime rates) We offer excel-
lent terms and conditions of employment including a generous company 
pension scheme. 

Job descriptions and application forms available from 
Lighthouse Caledonia Ltd, Marybank, Stornoway, Isle of Lewis HS2 0DB. 
Tel: 01499 600622/600223 E-mail:  dina.mackenzie@lighthousecaledonia.
com
Closing date Friday 29 January 2010

PART TIME 
CARER REQUIRED

Care worker required to work with elderly 
lady, previous experience preferred.

Applicant must be caring, 
active and understanding.

Hours are 7 per week but these 
will increase over time.

Please phone 01631 566453 for details.

Lighthouse Caledonia is a leading independent producer 
of high quality Scottish salmon. Th e company is engaged 
in all stages of the value chain of farming Atlantic salmon 
and are a principal player in the Scottish aquaculture 
industry. We are committed to high standards of animal 
welfare, sustainable operations and promoting a responsible 
environmental policy.
We are currently recruiting for a Marine Operative in 
the Upper Loch Fyne area located within our South 
Production Region. 

MARINE OPERATIVE – (Ref: QP/MO(1)
(Salary grading range – depending on experience 

- £15,500 - £19,000)

Th e ideal candidate will be enthusiastic, self-motivated, 
have good communication skills and be able to demonstrate 
prior experience in working within a small, focused team 
in a constantly changing and challenging environment. 
Where previous aquaculture and boat handling experience 
is desirable for this post, the company will also off er further 
development opportunities through its in-house training 
and also through external training providers.
Working hours are normally 40hrs per week Monday 
to Friday, with weekend working required on rota basis 
overtime is paid at an enhanced rate.  
In return, the company off ers a comprehensive pay and 
benefi ts package including entry into the Company 
pension scheme after the qualifying period. A full, clean 
driving licence is also essential. 
For an application form and job description, please contact:

Veronica Anderson HR Offi  cer, 

Lighthouse Caledonia Ltd., Ardkinglas, Cairndow, 

Argyll, PA26 8BH

Tel: 01499 600 415

E-mail:veronica.anderson@lighthousecaledonia.com 

Closing date for applicants: 27 January 2010

Visit our website at www.lighthousecaledonia.com

Closing date 29th January 2010. 
To apply visit our website

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs 

Social Worker
£30,823 - £33,724 Oban Ref: CSD32060/2
Community Services Children & Families

Admin Support Worker
£15,530- £16,990 pro rata Oban Ref: CSD62147/R
Community Services - Adult Care, Part Time, 17.5 hours per week

01546 604713 for above 2 posts

Assistant Harbour Master 
£20,968 - £22,884 Rothesay Ref: OSR00783

01546 604625 for this post only

Husbandry Workers
We are seeking Husbandry Workers for our 
new site at Eilean Grianain, near Carradale in 
Argyll.  Previous experience in aquaculture or 
working in a marine environment would be an 
advantage, although not essential as training 
will be given.

Weekend Staff

weekend rota.
Lakeland Marine offer an attractive salary 
including enhanced overtime, bonus 
and pension schemes for the successful 
applicants.

Please send your CV with details of two 
referees to: Lakeland Marine Farm Limited

Tigh MhicLeoid
3 Lochnell Street

Lochgilphead
PA31  8JL

McFadyens Contractors 
(Campbeltown) Ltd

Glebe Street, CAMPBELTOWN, Argyll, PA28 6JJ
E-mail: info@mcfadyenscontractors .co.uk

As a result of increased workload we have the following 
vacancies:-

180°/360° Excavator Operators.
Clean full driving license and 

Please apply in writing to the address above, stating 
details of relevant experience.

Support Scientist (CCAP)
Part time, Fixed Term Appointment 
– 3 years

Support Scientist Grade B/C 
£15,453- £18,641 per annum pro rata

CCAP (Culture Collection of Algal and 
Protozoa) requires a versatile Support 
Scientist to be responsible for maintenance 
of part of the Collection, assisting with media production, 
glassware washing and other technical support as necessary. 
The postholder, with other members of the team, will also 
be expected to provide support to CCAP service activities 
to the user community; underpin research activities and 
assist with the development and exploitation of the CCAP.  
Ideally, candidates should have some experience of microbial 
work (however, full training can be provided); they must 
have excellent communication and team working skills, with 
good organisational abilities. 

General enquiries for above CCAP post should be directed 
to ccap@sams.ac.uk

Further information, including application form, is available on 
line at www.sams.ac.uk.  Alternatively, please write to: Human 
Resources, Support Scientist (CCAP), Job Ref D06.09/JD, 
The Scottish Association for Marine Science, Scottish Marine 
Institute, Oban, Argyll PA37 1QA or e-mail recruitment@
sams.ac.uk 

The closing date for receipt of applications is
Friday 29th January 2010
SAMS is a registered Scottish charity (SC 009206), has an equal 
opportunities policy and welcomes applications from all sections 
of the community.

We are offering a fixed-term contract to an individual 
with managerial and development experience for 
services to assist the Board with the development 
and piloting of new initiatives to reinforce the long-
term viability of the organisation and enhance the 
opportunities for Gaelic language development in 
Islay and Argyll.

Located in the ICCI building near Bowmore, this 
contract has an immediate start date and is expected 
to be completed by Autumn 2010.   We anticipate this 
will involve at least 110 days work, with a degree of 
flexibility as to how this is scheduled. 

Ghàidhlig a leasachadh air an eilean agus air feadh 
Earra-Ghàidheal.  Bidh an dreuchd stèidhichte ann 
an ICCI air cùmhnant a mhaireas chun An Fhoghair 
2010.

Further information can be obtained from 
sm00lf@uhi.ac.uk or by calling 01496 810818.

Closing date for applications is Friday 29th January
with interviews the following week.

Ionad Chaluim Chille Ìle / The Columba Centre

Fixed term contract - £22,000
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions 
which relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications 
owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited 
Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The 
Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful 
and comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice and 
all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the 
advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made 
on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether 
placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the 
Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, the 
publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the 
whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and 
Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher 
to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage 
occasioned by any total or partial failure (however caused) of 
publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which 
any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any 
error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the 
case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the 
cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where 
the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from 
the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within 
fourteen days of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total 
liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for 
the particular advertisement in connection with which liability 
arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type 
and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with 
which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the 
Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling 
upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement 
in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in 
accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in 
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance 
of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must 
be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 
15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the 
invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition 
the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an 
additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though 
it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of 
our conditions.

PhotographicOrders
You can order photographs
published in this newspaper

Order from the relevant offices by filling in the coupon 
below, quoting the code, shown alongside the picture

Name .........................................................................................................................

Address .......................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................

Picture code Date of Paper
A5

No. of copies
£4.41 per photograph (inc.vat)

A4
No. of copies

£6.76 per photograph (inc.vat)

Total

Payment can be made in cash or by cheque, (cheques to be made out to
Wyvex Media) To cover postage and packing 1 to 3 photos £1.30 extra charge,

4 to 5 photos £1.60 charge.  Anymore is an extra £2 charge

The Oban Times
PO Box 1, Oban

Argyll,
PA34 4HB

Tel: 01631 568000

The Oban Times
Mamore House
Fort William,

PH33 6BA
Tel: 01397 703003 

Campbeltown Courier
Courier Centre
Campbeltown,

PA28 6AE
Tel: 01586 554646

Argyllshire Advertiser
Argyll Street
Lochgilphead

PA31 8NB
Tel: 01546 602345

A5 photograph: £4.41
A4 photograph: £6.76

Please send/bring your order to:

The Oban Times
PREPAID

ADVERTISING
RATES

Lineage Rates
Minimum charge £13.05+VAT

(up to 25 words)
thereafter £2.50 per line

Box Number Fee £5.10 (+VAT)
Births, Engagements, Marriages, 

Deaths and Acknowledgments
Minimum charge £12.00 (+VAT)

thereafter £2.50 per line 
(+VAT)

In Memoriam:
Minimum charge £8.87(+VAT)

thereafter £1.87 per line 
(+VAT)

See Trade Classified Page for 
Rates

£9.10 per single column 
centimetre

Recruitment:
£16 per single column centi-

metre
Public Notices:

£10.25 per single column 
centimetre
Properties

£9.90 per single column 
centimetre

Private Accommodation
to Let/Wanted

£9.90 per single column 
centemeter

(all rates exclusive of VAT)
Personals:

£7.00 per single column 
centimetre

Please make cheques and 
postal orders payable to
The Oban Times, P.O. 

PA34 4HB
www.obantimes.co.uk

A TOUCH OF SCOTLAND 
EVERY WEEK!

The Oban Times
SUBSCRIPTION RATES

U.K ........................... £58.00
 ........ £100.00

 P.O. Box 1
 Oban, Argyll, 

PA34 4HB

www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear 

online at . Simply use the coupons on this page or visit the website and input your details there

Have a
CLEAROUT

and make some

CASH
NOW ONLINE

Advertise your 
unwanted items in either 

The Oban Times, 
Campbeltown Courier 

or Argyllshire Advertiser
your ad will also 
appear online at

Feeling the 
during the Credit Crunch?

Simply use the 
coupons on the

page or visit the 
website and input 
your details there

UNDER

£50
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED
ITEMS INTO CASH!

FREE for up to 25 words

YOUR LOCAL WEST HIGHLAND OFFICES:
OBAN : The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

FORT WILLIAM : The Oban Times, Mamore House, The Parade, Fort William PH33 6BA
CAMPBELTOWN : The Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6AE

LOCHGILPHEAD : Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8NB

Pay by cash, cheque, Postal Order, or Credit Card payable to "The Oban Times Ltd"

Card No. Expiry Date................Signature..............................

Name ...........................................................................................................................................................
Address ........................................................................................................................................................
Postcode .................................................................Tel ................................................................................

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE MONDAY 4.00pm

TO ADVERTISERS  - No trade advertisers in private sales
- All boats, cars & trailers must appear in Drive Times
 (see coupon on motors page for details

To place your advertisement simply fill in the form 
below and post it to any of our offices (details below)

You can phone in your details to any one of our offices too.
Or why not visit the website at 

www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk 
and input your details there.

Your ad will appear in the Oban Times,
 The Campbeltown Courier, The Argyllshire Advertiser 

AND online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

•REMOVALS & STORAGE

MACQUEEN
BROS LTD

•CARAVANS

•PLUMBING & HEATING

•DOUBLE GLAZING

Windows
and doors
Roof Line

Garage Doors
Conservatories
GRP Flat Roofs

For a free quote 
contact

Ronald Gordon 
01631 720074 

or 07776 402550

HAMISH
HOEY & 

SON
Joiners & 
Funeral 

Directors
37-39 Stevenson 

Street, Oban
Telephone:
01631
562269

24-HOUR SERVICE

•JOINERS AND FUNERAL DIRECTORS

• CLEANING

1ST
CHOICE

CLEANING
SPECIALISTS

Carpets and
 upholstery
 cleaning

at its best!
All work guaranteed

Telephone:
07815 036684

or
01631 720322
01631 720297

Evenings

‘This illness does
not lead to death. 

It is for the glory of God, 
so that the Son of God 

may be glorified 
through it.’

YOU ARE KNOWN 
UNTO GOD!

Visit SermonAudio.com

D & A 
MUNN
Joiners, Builders 

& Funeral Directors

Family run business
Breadalbane
Street, Oban

Telephone
01631 562562
01631 562203

24 hour call out

 AUDIO EQUIPMENT
DEWALT RADIO brand 

 BABY EQUIPMENT

 BUILDING / DIY

 CAR ACCESSORIES

 CLOTHES, SHOES 
AND ACCESSORIES

DRESS SHIRT 

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

 DOMESTIC PETS

 FIREARMS

 FURNITURE

BED SETTEE green velour 
three seat bed settee, great 

hours.

hours.

 HEALTH AND FITNESS

 HOME 
ENTERTAINMENT

 HOME FURNISHINGS

LOVERS stunning tiger 

 HOME OFFICE

 KITCHEN AND 
BATHROOM

 MAIL ORDER

abroad. Order on-line at 

 MISCELLANEOUS

 OUTDOOR SPORTS 
EQUIPMENT

ladies and gents, hardly 

 TOYS AND GAMES

 WANTED

Happy 30th Birthday
Morven McColl-

Murray

Love Dad, Isla, Steve, 
Duncan and Ruby

PERSONALS

SELL YOUR ITEMS WORTH

£50OR MORE
FOR AS LITTLE AS £13.05 + VAT

FOR UP TO 25 WORDS

ADDITIONAL LINES (4 WORDS) £2.50 + VAT

YOUR LOCAL WEST HIGHLAND OFFICES:
OBAN : The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

FORT WILLIAM : The Oban Times, Mamore House, The Parade, Fort William PH33 6BA
CAMPBELTOWN : The Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6AE

LOCHGILPHEAD : Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8NB

Pay by cash, cheque, Postal Order, or Credit Card payable to "The Oban Times Ltd"

Card No. Expiry Date................Signature..............................

Name ...........................................................................................................................................................
Address ........................................................................................................................................................
Postcode .................................................................Tel ................................................................................

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE MONDAY 4.00pm

TO ADVERTISERS  - No trade advertisers in private sales
- All boats, cars & trailers must appear in Drive Times
 (see coupon on motors page for details

To place your advertisement simply fill in the form 
below and post it to any of our offices (details below)

You can phone in your details to any one of our offices too.
Or why not visit the website at 

www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk 
and input your details there.

Your ad will appear in the Oban Times,
 The Campbeltown Courier, The Argyllshire Advertiser 

AND online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

Happy 18th 
Birthday
NATALIE

January 14, 1992

With love from all the 
family.Look Who’s 18

Happy Birthday 
Craig

Love Mum, Dad, Steven 
and Amanda
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STOKES MEMORIALS
FRASER DOWNIE (MASTER SCULPTOR)

New and Traditional Hand Designed Memorials
Additional lettering, cleaning and renovations

Work carried out in any cemetery

FREE DELIVERY TO ALL ISLANDS
Free Advice and Estimates - Brochures by Request

312-314 Argyll Street, Dunoon
Tel/Fax: (01369) 702162

Serving Argyll, Highlands and Islands for over 30 years.

QPG

Pride

Quality
Guaranteed

Est 1973

BIRTHS
ROBINSON - Tim and 
Ruth (MacKenzie) are 
thrilled to announce the safe 
arrival of Megan Eilidh,on 
January 5, 2010 at Stirling 

ENGAGEMENTS
BRYSON - PATERSON - 
Both families are delighted 
to announce the engagement 
of  Katy, only daughter of 
Jim and Moira to Steven, 
youngest son of Ewan and 

EVERALL - McGLYNN - 
Both families are delighted 
to announce the engagement 
on Christmas Day of 
Stephanie, daughter of Jean 
Burns, Ardrishaig and Frank 
Everall, Manchester to Ryan, 
son of Fraser and Cathie 

DEATHS
BOYD - Suddenly but 
peacefully at The Lorn and 
Islands Hospital, Oban, 
on Wednesday, January 
6, 2010, in her 83rd year, 
Nessie, The Lynn of Lorne 
Nursing Home, Benderloch, 
formerly of 7 Torosay Court, 
Oban, beloved wife of the 
late Charlie, much loved 
mother, grandmother and 

GILLIES
Peacefully at Moss Park 
Nursing Home, Caol, Fort 
William on January 10, 
2010, Johan Fraser, formerly 
of Broadford, Skye, widow 
of the late Finlay Gillies, 
mother of  Ishobel, Hamish 
and Doreen and the late 
Annie and Danny, much 
loved mother, mother-in-
law, grandmother, great-
grandmother and auntie 

Service will take place 
at Duncansburgh Parish 
Church, Fort William on 
Friday, January 15, 2010 at 

place at Strath Cemetery, 

KIRKPATRICK - Ada (née 
Campbell), sadly passed 
away on January 5, 2010, 
aged 82 years, beloved wife 
of the late George, 1 Lorn 
Avenue, Dunollie, Oban, 
mother of Alex, Irene and 
George, mother-in-law to 
Joanne and much loved 
grandmother to Lorne and 

LYONS - Mary Jane Doyle 

St Raphael’s Care Home, 
Edinburgh, on December 
31, 2009, aged 94, beloved 
wife of the late William 
(Tom), much loved mother 
of James, Martin (Kevin) 
and the late Keith and a 
loving grandmother and 

MACDONALD - Donald 
Angus MacDonald, 
Aultfern, Mallaig, passed 
away peacefully on Friday, 

loved father and grandfather 

Requiem  Mass in St 
Patrick’s Church, Mallaig, 
on Friday, January 15, at 

MacKintosh Centre would 
be gratefully received at 

who cared for Angus during 

MACTAGGART - 
Margaret Campbell, (née 

Gartnavel General Hospital 
on Thursday, January 7, 
2010, Margaret, beloved 
wife of the late Angus 
MacTaggart, formerly of 
Bridgend, Islay and latterly 
of Milngavie, a dearly 

beloved sister, aunt and 

at Kilmeny Curch, Islay on 
Thursday, January 14, at 

PEEL - Theo Peel (son of 
Willie Peel of Bonawe) 
passed away peacefully on 
Monday, January 4, 2010 at 
his home just a week after 

God for his life and love 

please make contact with 
Pam Peel at 5 St Lawrence 
Close, Knowle, Solihull 

YULE - Suddenly at home, 
on January 9, 2010, William 
(Bill), of Haddington, 
beloved husband of the late 
Betty, much loved dad of 
Iain, Amy, Janette, Erica, 
Andrew and Shona, father-
in-law to Allan, George, 
Fiona and Margot, adored 
grandpa to Rachel, Ashley, 
Ruth, Stuart, Kimberly, 
Harry, Jack, Emily, Killian 

be held at Mortonhall 
Crematorium Main Chapel, 
Edinburgh, on Tuesday 
January 19 at 12noon, 

but a retiring collection will 
be taken for Chest, Heart 
and Stroke Association 

ACKNOWLEDGE-
MENTS

FAIRLIE - Duncan, David, 
Michelle and Nyree would 
like to thank all relatives, 
friends and neighbours 
for the kind expressions 
of sympathy extended to 
them through cards, letters 
and telephone calls after 

would like to thank the staff 
at Cowal Ward, Doctors 
Thompson and Brown at 
Argyll and Bute Hospital 
for their excellent care and 

to her home carers for their 
loving and dedicated care 
over the last few years 
also Steve Hunter for his 
excellent guidance and 

the Rev A Dunlop for his 
comforting services and to 
Roddy MacDonald for the 
caring and professional way 

Finally, thanks to all who 
paid their last respects at 
Kilmichael Church and 
Carsaig Cemetery and 
Tayvallich Inn for the 

for Cowal Ward raised 

KENNEDY - The family of 
the late Chrissie Kennedy 
wish to thank all friends 
and relatives for all cards, 
visits and telephone calls 

Sincere thanks to the Rev A 
Burnside for her comforting 
service, thanks to Mrs Helen 
MacIntyre and Douglas 
MacIntyre for their funeral 

thanks to all who came to 
pay their respects at the 

MACGILLIVRAY - 

family of the late Dolina 
MacGillivray wish to thank 
most sincerely the doctors, 
medical staff, relations, 
friends and neighbours for 
all mass cards, expressions 

and accommodation 
received following their 

McElroy, St Andrews and 
Father Gus Hurley, St 

Father Roddy MacAulay 
for Requiem Mass at 
St Peters, Daliburgh, 
South Uist and comfort 

Dolly’s remaining brother 
and sister Mr Archie Walker 
and Mrs Chrissie O’Henley 
and families  Also the 
Beaton family in the Uists 
for their love, faith, strength 

Donald and Neil MacIntyre 

funeral arrangements, to 
Sandy, St Peters Parish Hall 
committee, the kind ladies 
and gentlemen for catering 
and to all who attended and 

Mass has been offered for the 

will be made to the three 
aforementioned parishes 

McCORMICK - Isobel, 
Kenny and family sincerely 
thank all family, friends, 
neighbours and work 
colleagues for the numerous 
messages of sympathy, 
telephone calls, cards and 

passing of dad/grampa 

everyone who attended the 

SUTHERLAND - Yvonne, 
Helen, Joan and family of 
the late David Sutherland 
wish to thank all relatives, 
friends and neighbours, 
for cards and telephone 

Sincere thanks to the Rev 
J Carmichael for his most 
comforting service, Mr 
Andrew Anderson and Son 
Funeral Directors for their 
caring and professional 

Leven Hotel for catering, 
special thanks to Alistair 
McDonald and Jimmy, 
Mrs Carmichael, Betty,  
Annie and Cathy for kind 

hospitality at Ardgour 
Church and their home 
baking, and to all who came 
to pay their respects in 
church and graveside, thanks 
for donations received to 
Ardgour Church and Killin 
Nursing Association, total 

IN MEMORIAM
BELL - In loving memory 
of our dear friend, Rachael 
Bell who died January 19, 

In our home she is 
remembered,
Sweet memories cling to 
her name,
Those who loved her in life 
sincerely, 
Still love her in death just 

Cherished memories of 
Rachael, who died January 

Beautiful memories, 
Just as you were, you will 
always be, 
Someone special in my 

BLACK - In loving memory 
of Alice, our dear mum, and 
much loved nanna, who 

Always in our thoughts and 

BLUE - Eternal memories 
of the late Brian Thomas 
Blue, June 14, 1980 - 

You are always in our 
thoughts
Forever in our hearts
Words cannot express the 

BLUE - In life we loved 
you dearly
In death we love you still
In our hearts you hold a 
place

Our family chain is broken
And nothing seems the 
same
But as God calls us one by 
one

Missed every day, loved 

- From Denise and your 

BLUE - In loving memory 
of our dear brother and 
brother-in-law, Brian 

We hope your crossing over 

light
We will always remember 
the warmth of your smile 
and your generous nature
We hope that wherever you 
may be you are surrounded 
by love
We will never forget you 
Brian, your memory we will 

All our love
- Your big brother Mark and 

Rest in peace now Uncle 
Brian
You live on within our 
hearts
And as you watch over us 

Though time passes we 
shall smile to the sky for 
Uncle Brian is there

- From Lucy and Connor
BLUE - Treasured 
memories of my lovely 
grandson, Brian who died 

Though his smile has gone 
forever
And his hand we cannot 
touch
Still we have so many 
memories
Of the one we loved so 
much
His memory is our 
keepsake
With which we shall never 
part
God has him in his keeping

BLUE - In loving memory 
of our loving nephew Brian, 

- Aunt Lilian and Uncle 

BLUE
No one knew that morning 
what sorrow that day would 
bring
When a heart of gold 
stopped beating
And they couldn’t do a 
thing
We never got to say 
goodbye
Perhaps it’s just as well
For how could we have said 
goodbye
To someone we loved so 

- Auntie Mary and Uncle 

BLUE - In loving memory 
of our nephew and cousin 
Brian, who died January 19, 

Always in our thoughts
Uncle Bobby, Auntie Joan, 

CAMERON - In loving 
memory of my dear wife, 
mother, mother-in-law 
and devoted granny, Katie 
Ann, who passed away on 

Never apart
Always in our hearts
We will always love and 

- Inserted by all the 
family, Fort William and  

CAMPBELL - Loving 
memories of our dear mum 
and gran Marion, who died 

As time goes by without 
you
And days turn into years

They hold a million 
memories

Lorne and Kathie and 
Alisdair and Christine
Love makes memory 

CLARK - In loving memory 
of my dear husband, Angus 
Ross Clark, died January 

Time passes
Memories stay
Loved and remembered 

CLARK - In loving 
memory of our beloved Dad  
and a much adored Granpa, 
Angus Ross Clark who died 

The love and laughter you 
gave each one of us built 
memories that will remain 

Rest in Peace our sleeping 

We love you always
- Morag (Smoch), Mike, 
Nicki and Paula, Dugie, Kaye 
and Dara, Donald,Lorraine, 
Ryan, Cooper and Taylor, 

Remembering also our 
beloved Granpa, Donald 
Brown who died January 

CRAWFORD - In memory 
of Jessie, died January 20, 
1995,

CRUICKSHANK - In 
loving memory of, Jimmy, a 
much loved husband, father 
and grandfather who left us 
so suddenly on January 15, 

Our memories of you will 
never fade
Though time passes on
You are always in our 
hearts
- From his loving wife Kate 
sons Iain and Dougie and 

FORDHAM - Amazing 
memories of my Dad, Bobby 
taken on January 19, 2008, 

never been far away, and 

-  Louise and Michael 

Grandad, We love you and 

GALBRAITH - In loving 
memory of George, formerly 
of Langamull and latterly of 

Mull, who died January 20, 

- Inserted by his wife, Brenda 
and family, Christine, 

HAY - In loving 
remembrance of Jimmy, a 
loving and much loved son, 
brother, brother-in-law and 
uncle who died January 10, 

Precious thoughts of times 
together
Bring memories that last 

- Mum, Donald, Anthea, 

LOGAN - In loving memory 
of Allan, a dear husband and 
friend who passed away on 

We miss your sense of 

- Loving wife Pat and friend 

MACEACHEN - In 
loving memory of Ronald 
MacEachen, who died 

So many times I’ve needed 
you
So many times I cry
If my love could have saved 
you

MACGILLIVRAY - In 
loving memory of May (née 
Wilson), who died January 
10, 1995, a much loved and 
missed mother, gran and 

MACINTYRE - Precious 
memories of Jason, taken 
from us so suddenly on 

It isn’t what we write
It isn’t what we say
It’s how we feel deep inside
When we think of you 
today
A special person, a special 
face
Someone we love and 
cannot replace

These are the memories you 
left behind
Loved and remembered 

MACIVER - In memory 
of Duncan, a much loved 
brother and brother-in-law 

- Chrissie and Rob, Colin 

MACIVER - Remembered 
with love Duncan, devoted 
husband, father, father-in-
law and granpa, passed 

- Bunty, Kevin, Lyndsey, 

MACMILLAN - In fond 
and loving memory of our 
dear son, Mark, who died 
January 14, 1991 aged 15 

The hardest thing in life to 
bear
Is to want your child and 
he’s not there
With tears in our eyes we 
whisper low
We love you Mark and miss 

- Love you always Dad and 

MACMILLAN - In loving 
memory of my dear brother 

I miss your smile and cheery 
ways
With you I spent such happy 
days
A loving brother true and 
kind
These are the memories you 
left behind
- Sadly missed Iain, Francis 

MACMILLAN - Mark,  

MACMILLAN - In loving 
memory of Mark, died 

- Maureen, Andrew and 

MACMILLAN - Mark, 

Forever in our hearts

MACMILLAN - 
Remembering Mark today 

MACRAE - Precious 
memories of Len, who died 

loved husband, dad and 

Forever in our hearts

McCALLUM - Fond 
memories of Donald, who 
passed away on January 11, 
2005, a loving father and 

- Joan and family, Islay, 
Drymen and Newton 

SIMPSON - In loving 
memory of Archie, died 

FOR THE BLIND 
CHILDREN OF

SCOTLAND’S ACADEMIC 
TUITION AT THE ROYAL 
SCHOOL IN EDINBURGH
 Please give your financial 
support by donation, deed of 
covenant or legacy
 Please send to Appeals
Department, Highland 
Arts Effort, Royal Blind  
Asylum School, P.O. Box 
500, Gillespie Crescent, 
Edinburgh, EH10 4HZ

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
David Mudie (Treasurer)

Oban Hospice Ltd
The Croft
Kilmore

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

ECCLESIASTICAL NOTICES

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 17th January 2010

Epiphany 2
St John’s Cathedral, Oban
Holy Communion 08:00
Sung Eucharist 10:15
Sunday School and Creche

Loop System
Large Print Hymn Books

All Welcome
Norman MacCallum,

(01631) 562323
St James, Ardbrecknish,

Cladich
Holy Eucharist

St Columba, Gruline, 
Mull

Holy Eucharist
St Columba, 

Bishop’s House, Iona
Holy Eucharist

ASSOCIATED 
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church 
Sunday 17th January 2010

11 
Phone-In ‘Worship Link’ 

available
Rev. Archie McPhail

MA, MTh
(01631) 567076

All welcome

LORN
CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP
Sunday 17th January 2010

Oban High School 
Main Hall
10:30am

All Welcome
Telephone

07836 342 622
www.lorncf.org.uk

MEMORIALS

CHARITY DONATIONS

Ailsa Macpherson of the Isle of Seil 
and David Davison of Edinburgh

were married at Dynamic Earth, Edinburgh.

Photograph by: Clear Photography Edinburgh

Dr Keith E Robertson, formerly of Montrose, elder 
grandson of the late Annabel & Sandy MacLennan, 
Cnocnasith, Connel, and Dr Nina A Tatarkowska, 
Crossford, Lanark, who were recently married at 

Glasgow University Chapel.

LORNE BROWN
Graduated from the Metropolitan College, Glasgow, 
with a HND in Sport and Hospitality Management. 
Lorne is the son of Lynn and Iain Brown, Glencoe, 

and the grandson of Mary and the late James 
Brown, Glencoe, and Agnes and Stan Davren, 

also of Glencoe.
Lorne is a former pupil of Glencoe Primary and 

Kinlochleven High schools. 

Caroline Keenan, Caol, Fort William graduated 
from the University of the West of Scotland, with a 
BSc with Distinction in Adult Nursing and is now 

working as a staff nurse in The Golden Jubilee 
Hospital, Clydebank. Caroline is the daughter of 
Christine and the late Frankie Keenan of Caol.

Alasdair Crowe, Graduated from Inverness 
College with an HNC in Engineering Systems.  

Alasdair is the son of Dinease and the late 
Dennis Crowe.  He works for Scottish and 

Southern Energy in Oban.

Graduations

Weddings

Ian MacGillivray, known 
locally to us all with 
affection as Ian Donnie, 
passed away peacefully 
at his home in Acharacle 

A very moving service 
was conducted by Rev 
Alsion Grainger in 
Acharacle Parish Church 
of Scotland on Saturday, 

Despite adverse wintry 
weather conditions 
the church was full to 
capacity, which in itself 
highlighted the love and 
affection the community 

Born in Acharacle 
village in 1935, Ian was 
the eldest boy in a family 

A shocked community 
witnessed the tragic 
death of his father when 
the youngest of the 
family was only four 

no government handouts 

to say, Ian was plunged 
into a situation of 
providing for the family 
immediately on leaving 

As a means of 
necessity, Ian would turn 

his hand to any work 
what so ever that was 

On turning 18, Ian was 
called up and enlisted 
into his own county 

During this period of 
army service his total 
weekly army pay packet 
was directed home to his 

demob, Ian worked with 
several construction 

had his own haulage 

One could truthfully 
say that lorries were his 
pride and joy throughout 

On retirement, Ian 
helped out his brother, 
Donnie on a regular 
basis, usually driving the 

certainly be minus a 
faithful servant in the 

On behalf of the 
community, condolences 
and deepest sympathy is 
extended to Ian’s wife, 
Jean and of course all the 

Fergie Macdonald

there must be a General Election, a year of another 
World Cup minus Scotland and increasing hysteria 

know England won the World Cup in 1966?) 
Another year of economic belt-tightening or green 

predicts a glorious summer to cheer us in the midst 
of the big freeze?

Alastair Campbell famously said, ‘We don’t do 
God’, and as the politicians of each party assure us 
they are the ones to lead us on to prosperity, I don’t 

politics don’t mix’; ‘Faith is a private matter’; and 

Seems a funny sort of faith that has no impact on 

Didn’t Jesus say something about loving our 
neighbour and reminding us in the story of the Good 

of Joseph and Daniel show faith and public service 

The Bible also assures us of God’s concern for the 

Never mind our ‘prosperity’, we need to press 
our potential representatives as to what actions they 
will take on behalf of these folk, nationally and 

One last thing - How about praying for those in 
positions of authority and responsibility? They may 
well warrant our criticism but they certainly need our 

scenario?
James Beaton, Oban Free High Church

Thought for the week
Faith - Public or Private?

PARISHIONERS in Kilbrandon, Isle of Seil and 
Kilchattan, Isle of Luing took part in a special 
Church of Scotland event to raise awareness of its 

At the suggestion of worship leader Chris Thornhill  
from Ardfern the churches shared lunch of home-

The congregation learned about the vital work 
being done by the Church of Scotland and its partner 

Souper Sunday

OBITUARY
Ian MacGillivray – Acharacle
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’Aray manager’s fond memories
Davie’s entertaining team 
was always up for the cups
IN STEPPING down as 
manager of Inveraray Shinty 
Club at the end of last 
season, Davie MacPherson 
ended a reign of 15 years at 
the helm, which many agree 
has been the most successful 
in the club’s history.

form for cup glory, Davie’s 
Inveraray played a high 
tempo and attractive form 
of shinty, which relied on 
the energy and skill of a 
group of players Davie 
knows well.

Having coached with the 
club for a total of 26 years, 
he has taken a group of 
players from Inveraray and 
the surrounding district, 
including his son, David, 
from youth level through 
to reserve and senior 
success. This culminated 
in a Camanachd Cup win 

achievement as a manager.
Scottish Cup

Having never won the 
Scottish Cup as a player 

for Strachur against Kyles, 

Shinty

Davie MacPherson

losing to a goal in the dying 
minutes of the match – the 
victory over Fort William 

ambition. 
‘I don’t think I can top 

winning the Camanachd 
Cup as a feeling,’ said 
Davie.

But Inveraray’s reputation 
as a cup team is better 
illustrated in their recent 

dominance of the Glasgow 
Celtic Society Cup.

Since 1999 the ’Aray boys 
have won the trophy eight 
times, including victory in 
2009. They have only failed 
to win the competition twice 

and 2005.
And in a prosperous 2001 

season, which saw their 
return to the premier league, 

cabinet with the Celtic, 
Macaulay and Balliemore 
cups, as well as the National 
Division One title.

‘The team always saw the 
league games as something 
you did every Saturday but 
they would really get up for 
the cup games,’ explained 
Davie. ‘That’s what happens 
when you get a taste for cup 
wins.

‘The other reason we did 
well in the cups was that we 
had a small pool and over 
the course of a league season 
that affects your chances.’ 

Davie says he will 
continue to support the 
club on the committee and 

is keen to get back to grass 
roots shinty, encouraging 
Lochfyneside youngsters to 
pick up a caman.

Tradition
Indeed, tradition dictates 

that Davie remains involved 
with the club, with which 
his family has so many ties.

Davie made his debut 
for the senior team as a 15 
year old and continued to 
play until the club folded 
in 1979, opting to play for 

Strachur until his home club 
reformed three years later.

His brother, Ernie, is a 
former captain and club 
chairman and most recently 
helped Davie with coaching 
duties. Their father, Donald, 
managed the club for a 
number of years.

His cousin, George 
MacPherson, also has strong 
links with the club and his 
sons Gary and Graham, are 

Inveraray Shinty Club won the Glasgow Celtic Society Cup for the eighth time in 10 years last season. 
Picture - John MacTavish

Davie admitted there 
was ‘too much to do’ at 
committee level for him to 
continue as manager and 
that, in former reserve team 
manager John Smylie, he 

to a safe pair of hands. 
‘I hope I have given the 

club stability,’ he says, 
modestly. ‘With the senior 
side, my aim was to teach a 
young team how to play and 
read the game and to pass 

on my hunger for shinty.
‘There was never a big 

pool of players but those 
players have achieved a lot; 
they put a lot into the success 
of the team and were always 
willing to learn. 

‘I tried to teach them to 
not just be physical, but 
play the game in a different 
style.’ 

‘Now I want to get more 
young kids playing shinty, 
because this is my sport.’

Primary teams aim for Fort William
Primary school shinty teams competing in the Oban Area Indoor League played in 

the penultimate round of games in the refurbished Atlantis Leisure main hall on 

RUMOURS that certain 
Lochaber councillors were 
not always as generously 
proportioned appear to be 

of a challenge match between 
Lochaber District Council 
staff and councillors in the 
early 1970s.

-

Flashback to council grudge match
Football

Current Highland Council 
members Bill Clark, back 
row second left, and Eddie 
Hunter, front right, were 
both in their twenties – and 
a shade slimmer – when 
snapped here before the 

game at Claggan Park.
Councillor Clark, who was 

then on the council staff, was 

to The Oban Times, but 

gave the elected members ‘a 

footballing lesson’.
‘Eric Wallace [fourth from 

right, back row] was a really 
good player, but we never 
gave him a kick of the ball,’ 
said Councillor Clark. ‘It 
was the only chance we got 
to kick them without any 
reprimand!’

Ten-pin bowling

Alleycats lead 
the way

AFTER week 11 there is no 
change at the top of the scratch
division of the Lochaber
Building Supplies ten pin 
bowling league at the Nevis 
Centre as the top two teams 

Alleycats stay top after
beating the British Legion 

Council Workers beat the 
bottom placed team Fairway 
Fillies. Tradewinds move

win over Phoenix.
In the handicap division it

is very tight at the top with 
only two weeks to go and 
only one point covers the top 

Previous leaders 
Golf Club dropped to 
s e c o n d s p o t a f t e r n o t 
showing up and forfeited the 
points.

Alleycats move to the 
top on the same points but 
with a higher total pinfall 
after beating the British 

Morrisons, Ardtoe Marine 

the next three places. 
The best individual score 

Lax’s Shug McMurry with 
162 scratch, 235 handicap.

TEMPERATURES down 
to minus 20°C and the risk 
of water ice were enough 
to change the traditional 
Lochaber Athletic Club 
splodge down Glen Nevis 
riverbank to a loop in lower 
Glen Nevis.

A total of 38 runners lined 
up at Claggan Park with 
Manny Gorman and Alec 
Johnstone setting a fast and 
furious pace over the frozen 
terrain.

Manny (34.31) held off 

taking third in 35.49.
Geoff Simpson was next 

being Amanda Blackhall 
(39.29), followed by Nix 
Forster in 42.39.

was Ernie Orr in 43.58, 
while Nancy Kennedy 

of 44.56.
As the winter league 

draws on the individual 
races within each race 
become more competitive 
as the crucial points earned 
all count towards places in 
the overall results.

Next race is Leanachan 
on Sunday, January 24.

Athletics

Race moved to 
avoid freezing 
conditions

Shinty

Shinty

I enclose £1 (note) for 20 crosses (tick box)  The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules.
How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen.  Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1.

Name_________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________Tel No.______________________

Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£850

CompetitionSpot the SHINTY BALL
All you have to do

We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  Now look 
carefully at the position of the players and use your skill and judgement 
to place a cross at the exact point where you think the centre of the ball 
was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost 
of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 
The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 per week 

until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must 
be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will be 
void.  Prizes will be shared between those submitting correct entries.
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will be 

awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be awarded that 
week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 
20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to reach "Spot the 
Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll 
PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Office, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, mislaid 

or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is final on all matters relating to the competition 

and no correspondence will be entered into. The final decision rests with 
the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 

equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the  awarding 
of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and void 

at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the price of 
the coupon to any person who has entered the competition at that time.
Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their immediate relatives and any 

person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible to enter.

This week's nearest the ball winners, who each receive £25 are:
N Noddings, Ardbeg Road, Rothesay and I Campbell, Pulpit Hill, Oban
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FRIDAY

6

18

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown  -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00

Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig  +0.25
Portree  +0.55
Tobermory  +0.16
Dover  +5.30

Sponsored by
NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550

Tides

the weather
Sponsored by

NANCY BLACK Ships’ Chandler

Thursday
Light snow showers for part of the day with winds a light 

east/south-easterly. Temperatures 0ºC to 1ºC
Friday

Should provide a break in the recent cold, dry spell 
with heavy rain expected. Winds moderate south/south 

easterly. Temperatures around 5ºC. 
Weekend Outlook 

More heavy rain forecast. Winds moderate to strong 
south/south-easterly. 

Temperatures around 5ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist - Moderate

Oban to Coll/Tiree -As above
Kennacraig to Islay - As above

Tide tables for Oban during the week from 
Thursday, January 14, 2010

are listed below with differences 
for major ports listed beneath. 

All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm

Thur 05.07 3.7 11.37 1.4 17.27 3.6 23.48 1.2
Fri 05.45 3.9 12.14 1.3 18.00 3.7 **.** *.*                 
Sat 00.23 1.1 06.21 4.0 12.49 1.3 18.33 3.8
Sun 00.58 1.1 06.55 4.0 13.22 1.3 19.05 3.8
Mon 01.31 1.1 07.28 4.0 13.54 1.3 19.35 3.8
Tues 02.01 1.2 07.59 3.9 14.25 1.4 20.02 3.7
Wed 02.27 1.3 08.28 3.8 14.52 1.5 20.29 3.6
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Sponsored by NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550

5 Saints’ Scottish Cup tie frozen off
THE Foster’s Scottish 
Amateur Cup 5th round tie 
between Falkirk and Oban 
Saints, due to be played at 
Little Kerse, Grangemouth, 
last Saturday was called off  
due to a frozen pitch which 
was also covered in several 
inches of snow.

The match has been re-
arranged for this Saturday 
at the same venue, kick-off 
2pm. The weather during the 
rest of the week will play a 
big part in deciding if this 
game goes ahead or not.

At the moment the pitch is 
frozen solid with a covering 
of snow, so even if the thaw 
does come, the pitch is likely 
to be waterlogged.

Training has been a 
problem for the Oban side 
during the big freeze as 
the ‘all weather’ 3g pitch 
at Oban High School is 
covered in snow and frozen 
solid so it has been put out of 
commission by the council 
as it is too dangerous to play 
on.

If the Scottish Cup tie 
against Falkirk is called off 

on Saturday and the 3g pitch 
at the high school becomes 
playable Saints will take on 
Tarbert, in a friendly match, 
kick-off 2.30pm.

Saints Under 13s will be 
hoping the pitch thaws out to 

Dunbartonshire Development League - Under 13s
   P  W  D  L   F    A  Pts
Oban Saints    9   9   0   0  65    5   27
Baljaffray  10   7   0   3  55  19   21
Clydebank Boys    9   7   0   2  48  24   21
Lenzie Colts    7   4   0   3  26  12   12
Helensburgh    8   4   0   4  25  45   12
Westerton United    8   1   0   7  16  19     3
Blair Thistle    8   1   0   7  16  29     3
EDFC Villa    7   0   0   7    9  59     0

Dunbartonshire Development League - Under 15s
   P  W  D  L   F    A  Pts
Kilpatrick    8   8   0   0  44    8   24
Drumchapel Utd  10   7   1   2  49  14   22
Dumbarton Rock    7   5   1   1  29    5   21
Blair Thistle    9   5   0   4  29  16   15
Renton Youth    7   5   0   2  15    7   15
Oban Saints    7   4   2   1  25  15   14
Torrance Thistle  13   4   2   7  34  32   14
Helensburgh    8   1   1   6  20  29     4
Argyll Athletic    7   1   1   5    9  60     4
Milngavie  12   0   0 12  13  61     0

allow their Regional Cup 3rd 
round tie with Barcalomond 
to take place on Saturday, 
kick-off is 1pm.

The Under 15s are 
scheduled to travel away 
to take on Blair Thistle in 
a Dumbarton Development 
League match.

Football

THE ALL-weather pitch in 
Oban should be playable 
by Saturday – after a short 
closure during the icy 
conditions.

Roddie McCuish, chairman 
of the Oban Community 
Pitch Association, said: ‘The 
pitch is a 3rd generation All-
weather pitch.

‘These pitches do freeze, 
and the current exceptional 
weather has caused it to be 
unavailable through ice and 
snow covering.

‘No pitch would be able to 
be open during such weather 
unless it has under-soil 
heating.

‘The pitch will be available 
for use again as soon as it 
has thawed. 

‘It will be fully inspected 
prior to being opened 
again to pupils and the 
general public, but it is not 
anticipated that there will be 
any problems.’

All-weather pitch

All-weather pitch 
given all clear

OLYMPIC gold medalist 

the starting gun on this year’s 
Brewin Dolphin Scottish 
Series.

One of Scotland’s premier 
yachting events, the series 
will hit Tarbert on May 28, 
following pre-regatta races 
from Bangor, Northern 
Ireland and Inverkip. 

the event at the London 
Boat Show last week, Ms 
Robertson said: ‘Having 
competed in the Scottish 
Series myself, I can 
thoroughly recommend it.
As well as the competitive 
spirit, there is a real sense 
of camaraderie that makes 
everyone feel part of 
something special.’

This year’s series is set 
to be even more special, 
as organisers, the Clyde 
Cruising Club, celebrate their 
centenary. It will also be the 

can enjoy the developments 
at Tarbert Harbour. 

launched the Brewin Dolphin Scottish Series, to be held 
in Tarbert in May.

Tarbert raises the sails on Scottish Series
Sailing

High hopes for Fort’s Claggan comeback
FootballHOPES are high that Claggan 

in six weeks following the 
prolonged deep freeze.

been monitoring the pitch 
throughout the week and 
another inspection today 
(Thursday) will be a crucial 
pointer as to whether 
Saturday’s match against 
Rothes can go ahead.

The Fort William players 
have been effectively kicking 

their heels since December 
5, when they beat league 
newcomers Strathspey 
Thistle 2-1 to move up the 
table and Calum Maclean’s 
men will be keen to keep 
that success going against 
bottom club Rothes.

Committee member John 
Corbett was up at the park 
again on Tuesday morning 
to check on the surface as 

the slow thaw continued.
He told The Oban Times:

‘I would like to think we can 
get the game on. If the thaw 
continues I think there’s a 
good chance. The boys only 
did a wee bit of training at 
the Nevis Centre last week, 
because they can do nothing 
outside.

‘We are really desperate to 
get a game, but all the other 
teams bar Fraserburgh are in 
the same boat.’   

John Corbett checks out Claggan Park, which was still covered with soft snow on Tuesday morning.

They’ll be 
coming round 
the mountain

Mountain sportsMOUNTAIN sports 

to Lochaber next month 
for the annual Fort William 
Mountain Festival, which is 
now in its ninth year.

Organisers have promised 

residents and visitors who 
want to learn about and 
celebrate mountain culture.

The festival comes after 
one of the best starts to the 
ski season for decades, with 
winter walking and climbing 
conditions more akin to 
the Alps than Scotland.
This year’s programme of 
new events and old favourites 
will take place throughout 
Fort William and Lochaber 
- the Outdoor Capital of the 

UK - from Thursday 11 to 
Monday 15 February and 
is dedicated to celebrating 
mountains and the culture 
that surrounds them.

The festival favourite 
‘Party at Nevis Range’, 

at the top of the Nevis 
Range mountain gondola, 
will launch the varied and 
entertaining programme 
that includes lectures and 

edge outdoor athletes and 
adventurers.

These include big-wall 
climber Andy Kirkpatrick, 
multi award winning 

and Jimmy Marshall, the 

architect of modern Scottish 
climbing. The festival will 
close with the now legendary 

Mountain Film Festival.
The winner of the 

2010 Scottish Award for 
Excellence in Mountain 
Culture will be announced 
during the festival.

There will also be plenty 
of opportunity for both 
novices and experts to 
hone their skills through 
inspirational workshops in 
mountain skills, avalanche 
awareness, winter walking 
and winter climbing in the 
Outdoor Capital. Indoor 
climbing and ice climbing 
at Kinlochleven’s Ice Factor 
Indoor Climbing Centre will 
also feature.

Goon Squad edge Lochaber 
Leisure to stay top of league

FootballGOON SQUAD consolidated 
their postion at the top of the 
Ali Young Winter League at 
the Nevis Centre – but only 
after a narrow 2-1 win over 
a plucky Lochaber Leisure 

Achintore kept ahead of 
the chasing pack by beating 
Caol United comfortably to 
stay second, while Funky 
Five moved into third with 

a 3-0 win against bottom 
team Real Rotten. Livercaol 
demolished HWE No Stars 
9-1 and Alcan and Rangers 
fought out at 0-0 draw. 

Fixtures for Jan 17: Alcan v 
Achintore Fc; Caol United v Real 
Rotten; Funky Five v Lochaber 
Leisure; Goon Squad v Livercaol; 
HWE No Stars v Sawmill; Rangers 
Supporters v Wanderers.

Pool

Oban Pool 
League

  P      Pts
Lochavullin B   8     14
Lochnell Arms     9     14
Markie Dans A      8     12
Lancaster   9     12
Lochavullin A       9     10
Claredon A         9     10            
Cellar    9     10
Kelvin Dale   9      8
Markie Dans B   9      8
Gluepot    9      4
Claredon B   9      2

ALL TEAM captains and the 
league committee are being 
asked to attend a special 
meeting on Sunday in the 
Lochavullin at 8pm.

Slope success
Glencoe Mountain 

enjoyed its busiest two 
days of the season so far 
last weekened when over 
1,000 skiers and visitors 

took to the slopes.
Manager Angela Dingwall 

said: ‘Normally it’s 
not until the middle of 

January that our season 
kicks off, so this is a bonus 

– it’s really great.’

Lochgilphead Kyokushinkai Karate Club have held an end of year grading. Grading exams are taken every six months and the prize-giving 
was held on December 20. Special awards of club tracksuits were given to Niall Timmins and Scott Stephenson, both of Tarbert, who excelled 
at the tournaments during the year. Anyone interested in learning Karate in Oban or Lochgilphead can contact the club Instructor Sensei Iain 

Rodger on 07584 166542.

High-kicking kids earn their belts at karate grading
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