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THE OBAN Times’ editorial 
director, Stewart MacKenzie, has 
decided to stand down from his 
position.

Mr MacKenzie had been with 
the company for 25 years and 
was one of The Oban Times’
longest serving editors, taking up 
the role in 2001.

He said: ‘Following a series of 
tragic family incidents I can no 
longer devote the necessary time 
to the role. I have had to devote 
all of my time to my family.’

Mr MacKenzie began working 
for The Oban Times in sales, 
working on the Scottish World 
title, before becoming involved 
in print buying and editing the 
farming and sport sections.

As editorial director he had 
responsibility for The Oban 

Times and its sister titles The 
Argyllshire Advertiser, The 
Campbeltown Courier and The 
Arran Banner.

His achievements included 
leading the development of The 
Arran Banner from a newsletter 
to a newspaper design and pro-
ducing The Oban Times’ 150th 
anniversary supplement in 2011.

Mr MacKenzie, whose father 
Donald and uncle Alex both 
worked for The Oban Times
before him, said: ‘I was always 
surprised by the wide coverage 
that The Oban Times enjoyed. 
The newspaper has allowed me to 
speak to both local communities 

‘The stories I remember most 
are not always the big events. I 
can immediately think back to 

the train crash at Cruachan and a 
burning boat at Glensanda but the 
community stories are the ones 
that tend to stick in my mind.

‘It was a privilege and an 
honour to have been asked to 
direct editorial operations at the 
company.’

Howard Bennett, chairman of 
The Oban Times, added: ‘We 
are all sorry to hear of Stewart’s 

circumstances but understand 
the reasons for his decision.  

‘I have known Stewart 
throughout his long career with 
the company as indeed I knew 
Donald and Alex as valued 
members of the team and it was a 
great pleasure to work with them. 
Stewart leaves us with all our 
good wishes.’

Stewart MacKenzie is standing down as The 
Oban Times’ editorial director. 

Oban Times’ editorial director stands down

Keeping it local

Know exactly where your 
meat has come from, 

support local producers

SLAUGHTER DATES FOR 
JANUARY & FEBRUARY 2014

TUES 21ST & WED 22ND JANUARY
TUES 4TH & WED 5TH FEBRUARY

TUES 18TH & WED 19TH FEBRUARY

DATES ARE BOOKING UP QUICKLY,
PLEASE BOOK EARLY

TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT.

Have 100% Faith in your Food 
REARED LOCALLY • KILLED LOCALLY

BUY LOCALLY • EAT LOCALLY

01680 300318
enquiries@mullslaughterhouse.co.uk

A REPORT into the sinking 
of a vessel off Easdale last 

has revealed the livesaving 
equipment onboard was out of 
date and hadn’t been serviced.

Scot MacAlister, a share 

25 when the vessel he skippered, 
Speedwell, sank. 

Scot’s body has never been 
found and the report suggests he 
may have initially been trapped 
in the wheelhouse – something 
his family suspected to begin 
with as they say Scot was a 
strong swimmer and would have 
survived had he been able to 
escape.

Speedwell went down just 17 
minutes after Scot contacted his 
partner at 12.50pm and said: ‘It’s 
not good, there’s water coming 
in through the hatches. The boat 
is sinking and the owner needs 
to sort it out.’

But he sounded calm and told 
his partner not to inform the 
coastguard but to call him again 
in an hour. 

Scot then phoned the boat’s 
owner, John Connell, at home 
but got the answer machine. At 

HAVING ‘the right people, in the right 
place, at the right time’ has allowed the 
community of Taynuilt to construct its new 
hi-spec community sports pavilion project 
in double-quick time.

The completion of the new pavilion, built 
by M&K MacLeod Construction Ltd, came 
on December 20, nearly two weeks ahead of 
the December 31 deadline.

The development includes meeting rooms, 
changing rooms and a large kitchen but the 

the pavilion sign is in the village’s sporting 
colours of tangerine and black.  

The new pavilion is sited exactly where 
the previous ‘temporary’ green pavilion 

stood for the past 30 years. Taynuilt Sports 
Council, which headed up the project, has 

village, not least architect and former semi-
professional footballer Frank Beaton, who 
designed the building. 

Taynuilt Sports Club chairman Fraser 
Inglis, who hails from the village, said: 
‘From getting our funding through in May 
of 2012, to beginning construction in July 
last year, the project has moved very quickly. 
I would like to thank M&K MacLeod for a 
fantastic job.

‘We were fortunate to have the right people, 
in the right place, at the right time. We had 
people like Frank, who had the design skills, 

is a former footballer and a Taynuilt boy, so 
he knew exactly what was required.

‘It has been a lot of hard work but when 
you see the building you know it has been 
absolutely worthwhile.’  

With photovoltaic panels on the roof, 
Wi-Fi and high level insulation installed, 
the building will be able to host all types of 
groups, as well as rugby, shinty, football and 
tennis clubs. Major investment for the project 
came from sportscotland (£120,000) and 
Argyll and the Islands LEADER (£191,481).

An open day for members of the community 
to look around the pavilion will be held on 
January 18, between 11am and 3pm, before 

Oban seafood stall 
gets tartan touch
THE OWNER of a seafood stall 
in Oban has responded to court 
action banning him from having 
a green catering unit - by giving 
it a tartan design.

Last October the court of 
Session in Edinburgh ruled that 
Gordon MacGillivray had to 
change the colour of his seafood 
bar on Oban’s Railway Pier, as it 
caused confusion with a similar 
nearby premises, The Original 
Green Shack, owned by John 
Ogden and Marion Ritchie, who 
started the court action.

Burt a determined Mr 
MacGillivray revealed his new 
plan to The Oban Times on 
Tuesday, explaining he would 
use a MacGillivray tartan made 
up of red, black - and green.

He added: ‘The seafood bar 
has been removed and is getting 
prepared for a beautiful vinyl 
wrap tartan design. From March 
2014 everything is going to be 
tartan.’

Lord Pentland, who presided 
over the case at the Court of 
Session in Edinburgh, granted 
an interim interdict preventing 
Mr MacGillivray from running 
his nearby seafood business 
from ‘wholly or predominantly 
green’ premises.

THE FATHER and girlfriend 
of a Connel seaman detained in 
India for almost three months 
are planning to visit him next 
week after he was refused bail 
for the seventh time.

Billy Irving was detained 
along with fellow crew from 
the merchant ship MV Seaman 
Guard Ohio, owned by US 

allegations the craft had illegally 
procured diesel and was in pos-

Budget answers
ARGYLL and Bute residents 
can quiz the local authority’s 
leader on the budget and council 
services in an online forum next 
Thursday (January 16).

Councillor Dick Walsh 
will answer questions, either 
previously submitted or on the 
night, from 7pm on the Argyll 
and Bute Council website.

For information on how to 
participate, visit the council’s 
website at argyll-bute.gov.
uk/budget. There is also an 
online survey at the same 
website until January 24.

OBAN’S inaugural Hogmanay street party was 
deemed an overall success by organisers, the 
public and the police.

However, the chairwoman of the organising 
committee has conceded ticketing would have 
to be improved and toilets made available for 
next year’s event.

At its peak, the new year celebration at Station 
Square played host to 2,700 people.

Councillor Louise Glen Lee, the organising 
committee’s chairwoman, said: ‘It was a 
wonderful event that had great volunteer 

support. I want to thank everyone who 
supported it in any way.

‘The feedback has been really good and 
folk seemed to enjoy it. We wanted the whole 
community to be part of it.’

Oban Police said three arrests were made 
around the periphery of the Hogmanay event 
leading up to the bells.

A number of items were left behind at the 
street party. Any lost property will be handed 
into Oban Police Station for collection. The 
items left behind included two driving licences.

Severe weather
ARGYLL and Bute was 
battered by severe weather 
over the weekend, with tidal 

coastal towns
In a bid to reduce disruption 

and prevent major damage, Ar-
gyll and Bute Council deployed 
more than 80 roads and amenity 
staff over the weekend as well 
as 30 vehicles helping keep the 
road network safe and passable.  
More than 2,000 sandbags were 
also made available in strategic 
locations around the county’s 
coastal towns. Mid Argyll and 
Kintyre were among the areas 
worst affected. For more on the 

Sex charges
A 72-year-old Oban man 
appeared in private at Oban 
Sheriff Court on Tuesday on 
three charges of sexual assault 
and rape.

No plea or declaration was 
given and the case was commit-
ted for further examination.

that time the machine recorded 
nothing, such as alarms, to 
indicate anything was amiss.

Five minutes later Scot called 
the Easdale ferry on the radio 
but got no reply. Twenty seconds 
after that he issued a mayday call 
saying he was ‘going down fast’.

Stornoway Coastguard asked 
Scot to put a lifejacket on which 
he said he would do but the 

equipment hadn’t been serviced 
since at least 2009, when the 
Maritime and Coastguard 
Agency (MCA) last inspected 
the vessel.

The report noted an annual 

been carried out by the boat’s 
owner, which would have seen 
safety equipment maintained 
and serviced.

It states Mr Connell, was 
‘unaware’ he needed to carry this 
out and had ‘never completed an 

vessel’.
But a letter from Captain 

Andrew Moll, deputy chief 
inspector of marine accidents 
with MAIB, to Peter MacAlister, 
Scot’s father, states: ‘There is no 
way of avoiding the fact that, 
although Speedwell’s owner 
failed to meet his statutory 
obligations intended to keep the 
vessel seaworthy, there was no 
compulsion on Scot, who was 

sea.’
MAIB recommendations to Mr 

Connell include ensuring that 
any vessel he owns in the future 
is operated safely, with regard 
to water tightness, alarms and 
pumps, servicing of lifesaving 
equipment and adhering to 
regulations.

But Peter feels the report 
didn’t go far enough. In his 
submissions to MAIB he called 
for a fatal accident inquiry to 
take place and for Speedwell 
to be raised, as the family feel 
raising the vessel would help 
answer questions about what 
happened to Scot. Mr Connell 
previously refused permission 
for this to take place. 

 See leader page 10.

M&K MacLeod Construction Ltd site agent John Jones, left, and architect Frank Beaton, third from right, join Taynuilt Sports Council 
members, from left, Carol Thomson, Fraser Inglis, Gordon Shearer and Davy Thomson at the new pavilion. Not pictured are sports 

council members Gregor Cameron, Dolina MacDonald and Peter McCracken. 16_t02pavilion01

Taynuilt team scores pavilion winner

session of arms and ammunition 
without required documentation. 
The company strongly denies 
the claims.

The 33-year-old’s father, Jim, 
a former policeman in Appin, 
and girlfriend Yvonne MacHugh 

Thursday and hope to visit Billy 
in Puzhal jail in Chennai.

The family has been privy to a 
letter sent home by one of Billy’s 
crewmates, describing appalling 

treatment and conditions in the 
prison.

Yvonne said: ‘It was heart-
breaking reading that letter. I’m 
going out to visit Billy to give 
him a bit of support. I haven’t 
seen him for seven months.’

A petition on Change.org call-
ing on the British Government to 
do more to secure the prisoners’ 
release had clocked up nearly 
43,000 signatures as The Oban 
Times went to press.

Family to visit detained seaman Hogmanay street party a success

Report into 

safety failings
EXCLUSIVE

REPORT by FAITH ORR
forr@obantimes.co.uk
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Eye to eye
with John Wallace

A WESTERN Isles gun club has 
been voted Scotland’s favourite 
shooting ground in 2013 by Clay 
Shooting magazine readers.

And now Harris Gun Club has 
further success in its sights after 

making organisation to claim 
the title. 

HGC contrasts its ethos of be
ing run ‘by shooters for shooters’ 

The accolade came after a 
whirlwind year which saw the 

from Borve Lodge Estate on 
Harris to a new shooting ground 

the border in Lewis.

members and the local commu
nity offering services and mate
rials at cost or free of charge.

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 

The new site boasts a new road 

The facilities meant the club 
could both host the Highland and 

earn HGC the Lewis and Harris 

the Year 2013’.

Tobermory on the Isle of Mull brought in 2014 in style with a spectacular display of fireworks over the bay. The Hogmanay event was organised by a small band of 
volunteers and funded by donations from local businesses and individuals. Photograph by Sam Jones. 

A MULL woman who is the only 

restaurant.

from environmental health.

said: ‘The bothy is quite big. I could 

more often.’ Haggis will naturally 

traditional form. She also makes 

‘You can use haggis as a substitute 

dish.’

been granted a licence in Argyll and 
Bute for homemade haggis she was 

She added: ‘You would think there 
would be someone else doing it. It 
is a dying skill but I like the idea of 

through lots of things and I think 
cooking is one of them.’

THE ISLE of Mull is set for a 

according to Walkhighlands.

and booking holidays online 

to Walkhighlands during the 

FRIDAY 13 may be unlucky 

Isle of Skye man who took the 

last month.
Martin Maclure cashed in his 

at the Gaelic college Sabhal Mòr 

since.

THE SCOTTISH Affairs 
Committee has called on the 

bedroom tax as it announces 

affected by the welfare reform.
The committee has launched 

communities worst affected 

visit Argyll in late January or 
February.

The ‘bedroom’ tax sees 

Heating oil theft 
risk warning
RURAL homeowners on 

being reminded about the risk of 
oil thefts as winter sets in.

Residents are being warned 
to remain vigilant throughout 
January and February when the 
demand for oil may increase. 

said: ‘This is an issue that we 
can’t stress enough at this time 

out of oil and risk going cold. 

vigilant of oil thefts in rural 

will be fewer victims of this 
crime.’

Homeowners should consider 

detecting security light or 
buying a fuel gauge alarm.

a warning message to say that 

Foster care age 
limit raised to 21
YOUNGSTERS in foster care 
in the west Highlands will now 
be able to stay in care until they 
reach the age of 21.

The change announced by the 
Scottish Government affects 

the Scottish Government has 

and is making this change to 
the law.’

MP hits out over 
energy prices
WESTERN Isles MP Angus 
MacNeil has accused Westmin
ster of  ‘fundamentally failing’ 
to deal with rocketing energy 

Mr MacNeil hit out 
after an SNP analysis of 

He said: ‘Without real action 

more and more households 

budgets.’

A BUSINESSMAN who is 
travelling to the Netherlands in 
a bid to boost tourism in Mid 
Argyll is asking other businesses 
to get involved. 

to the Dutch National Holiday 

attractions.
The holiday fair is one of the 

to showcase what they have to 
offer. Business owners can give 

was delighted the club’s aim to 
make clay target shooting af
fordable and accessible to all had 

to success by bringing through 
new talent.

The Oban Times: ‘It 
is absolutely amazing because 
other clubs in the running were 

‘Now we will register with the 
Scottish Clay Target Associa

shooters to register their scores 
and to be considered along with 
other shooters to shoot for the 
national team.

‘Previously they had to travel 
to the mainland to do that. What 

a team.’
She added: ‘This award is 

recognition of how the club has 
evolved since moving to Aline 

work of its members and the local 
communities in its construction.

‘The club has been active for 
more than 100 years and the 
community of the Outer Hebri

‘The award will also give 
recognition to HGC members 

Aiming high: Harris Gun Club has been voted Scotland’s favourite 
shooting ground. Club treasurer Fiona Knape looks forward to an 

even more successful 2014. 

Steve Heap, right, is one of many local customers taking 
advantage of Martin’s new shop. Photo: Rob Ware. 

Community Trading Ltd 

The Oban Times: ‘I wanted a 
change of scene. It was an idea 

look into it further and try it out I 

courses through Business 

about taking on the lease for the 

He added: ‘The idea is to get 

and the Highlands as well. We 

and come the growing season we 
will have local fruit and veg.’

SCTL chairman Duncan 
MacInnes said Martin’s business 

was ‘a fantastic idea’ and would 
boost trade for both concerns. 

He told The Oban Times: ‘I 

donated to us by a local builder 
and we have been gradually 

will get a stable rent from a local 

situation.’
He added: ‘Generally we are 

so delighted and wish him all 

the community that he has had 

Jeanette Cutlack with her homemade haggis. 

stand and any left over after 
the fair will be given to a Dutch 
travel agent.

of Argyll Tourism Alliance 

a kilt demonstration and live 

‘This is a chance for holiday 

hotels to really boost their 
business.’

Jonathan on 01880 770 224 
before Monday.

A walker’s view from the hills of Mull. 

accommodation businesses in 

Boom

a huge boom in bookings in 

like the region could see busy 
times ahead.’

they are deemed to be living in 
a home with more bedrooms 

for Argyll and Bute and member 

Government awarded additional 
monies to councils in rural 

‘bedroom’ tax.
‘What’s worrying me is that 

who aren’t aware that they can 

they aware of it and is the money 
getting to them?’

News of the visit comes as 
the committee urged the UK 

evidence we have taken so far 
indicates to us that the ‘bedroom’ 

the shoulders of  those least able 
to bear it.’

Meanwhile Alastair MacGre

Community Housing Asso

news of the Argyll visit.
He said: ‘ACHA would most 

certainly welcome any move to 

directly affected by this element 
of welfare reform and for the 

Curtain up on 
annual dance show
OBAN High School’s annual 

its audience ‘Around the World’ 
this week.

to the stage next Wednesday 
and Thursday for three 

Halls.
The usual fantastic mix 

of traditional and modern 
dance will be combined with 
collaborations with Oban 

Tickets are available from the 

Get involved with holiday fair

Harris 
Gun Club 
voted top 
in country

Haggis maker puts new 
restaurant on the menu

Walkers set to 
descend on Mull

John Wallace BSc (Hons), FCOptom, DipCLP

Wallace Optometrists 
The West Highland Orthokeratology Clinic

11/12 Argyll Square, Oban

Tel: 0845 230 3937 (EYES)
www.wallaceoptometrists.co.uk

Resolutions
That’s it. It’s all over for 
another year! You are 
probably like the rest of 
us spending too much 
time eating and watching 
TV during the festivities. 
Maybe your conscience 
is starting to kick in and 
you made a few New Year 
resolutions. Stop eating 
so much, get fit and then 
stay fit. We all do and I bet, 
like most of us, by the end 
of this week they will be 
distant memories.

You probably never 
thought about this but 
healthy nutrition and 
plenty of exercise can 
be very beneficial for 
your eyes. A diet rich in 
antioxidants, vitamins 
and minerals can help 
maintain a healthy tear 
film. That’s the oily/watery 
layer on the cornea. If 
you suffer from dry eyes 
you will appreciate how 
uncomfortable your eyes 
feel when your tear film 
is inadequate. You will 
probably been advised to 
try and maintain a healthy 
diet. That same healthy 
diet with added greens 

like spinach, broccoli and 
kale help maintain macular 
health. Having a healthy 
macula is essential for 
clear vision. It’s the part at 
the back of your eye onto 
which light is focused. If 
you suffer from macular 
disease your vision can be 
very adversely affected.

A healthy diet and plenty 
of exercise can help stop 
you becoming diabetic or 
help to control your diabe-
tes. Diabetes can severely 
damage your retina poten-
tially causing major vision 
loss and even blindness. In 
fact diabetes is, by far, the 
biggest cause of vision loss 
in the adult working popu-
lation. There is overwhelm-
ing evidence a healthy diet 
combined with exercise 
can dramatically reduce 
the potentially damaging 
effects of diabetes on the 
eye.

With us living much 
longer than our forbearers 
healthy eyes are a prereq-
uisite for clear vision well 
into our old age.  Having 
regular eye examinations 
is also essential.
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A SPORTS coach who suffers 
from diabetes is taking on a half 
marathon to raise money for, and 
awareness of, Diabetes UK.

Ben Pollock, who is Playsport 
manager at Oban’s Atlantis 
Leisure, has Type 1 Diabetes, 
which makes managing his 

But by completing the 
Edinburgh Half Marathon on 
May 25, sports mad Ben is 
looking to dispel some of the 
myths surrounding diabetes 
and prove to others with the 
condition that they can take on 
endurance events.

He said: ‘I aim to do a few 
fundraisers for the charity this 
year but this will be one of 
the main ones. I want to raise 
awareness of the condition and 
hopefully help people understand 
what diabetes is.

‘I obviously want to raise as 
much money as possible and if 
I get to £1,000 I have promised 
to do the run in a tight Diabetes 
UK running vest and a pair of 
skimpy shorts!’

Diabetes is a lifelong condition 
that causes a person’s blood 
sugar level to become too high. 
Symptoms for untreated diabetes 
can include feeling very thirsty, 
urinating frequently, feeling 
very tired, a loss in weight and 
loss of muscle bulk.

A MOTORIST was so alarmed by a minibus 
driver on the A85 that he decided to stop and tell 
the police.

But before he got to Dalmally Police Station the 
minibus crashed into oncoming cars and ended 
up off the road.

Taxi driver Saber Hussain, aged 52, of 45 
Melville Street, Glasgow, was in the dock at Oban 
Sheriff Court on Monday and admitted driving 
carelessly on the A85 between Tyndrum and 
Dalmally on June 7 last year, when he failed to 
negotiate a bend and crossed into the opposite 
carriageway, colliding with oncoming vehicles.

Procurator Fiscal Eoin McGinty said Hussain 

was on his way to Oban to pick up a party of 
Norwegian tourists from the Mull ferry and take 
them to Glasgow Airport.

‘A witness saw the minibus drift over the centre 
lines of the road on a number of occasions; he 
decided it wasn’t safe to overtake and then formed 
the intent to follow it to Dalmally and report it to 

But three vehicles driving east came round a 

vehicles. The minibus then left the carriageway. 
There was lot of debris across the road, which had 
to be closed,’ Mr McGinty added.

No one was hurt in the incident. In Mr Hussain’s 
defence, his agent Gordon Seaton said Hussain 
had been told that morning that his 98-year-old 
father, who lived in Pakistan, had suffered a 
stroke.

‘Emotions got the better of him,’ said Mr 
Seaton. ‘He was in tears at the time and he wasn’t 
concentrating as much as he should have been. 
He accepts he should have stopped and composed 
himself.’ 

Fining him £450 with eight points added to his 
driving licence, Sheriff Small said: ‘It is indeed 
fortunate no one was seriously injured in this 
case.’

New year brings 
first lifeboat shout
AFTER a quiet end to 2013 

day of 2014.
The lifeboat launched at 10 

minutes to midnight on New 
Year’s Day to take two female 
patients from Mull to Lorn and 
Islands Hospital.

The women were suffering 
from entirely separate problems 
and two paramedics had to 
accompany the lifeboat crew. 

An ambulance met the lifeboat 
on its arrival in Oban at 1.10am 
the following morning.

A SPRAY-painting vandal who seems 
to have left a ‘tag’ on various properties 
at the south end of Oban is being sought 
by police.

‘MISTA 33’, was sprayed onto 
Matheson’s Furnishings store and 
on the walls of three other private 
properties on Drummore Road.

Police believe the offences took place 

between 8pm last Friday and 10am last 
Saturday.

Oban Police Chief Inspector Alistair 

to read but it looks like ‘MISTA 33’, 
which could be a tag.

‘If anyone knows who is responsible 
for this, or saw anything suspicious in 
the area, they can contact the police on 
101.’The vandalism in Drummore Road. 

Police hunt spray-paint vandal

A HOGMANAY drug raid by Oban 
police led to a dealer being sent down 
for 10 months at the town’s sheriff court.
It was Derek Campbell Darrah’s third offence 
of dealing and Sheriff Douglas Small ignored a 
plea that the 36-year-old, of 32C McCaig Road, 
Oban, be sent on a drug treatment course.

Passing sentence on Monday Sheriff Small 
described Darrah’s criminal record as ‘one 
of the longest records that I have seen in this 
court’. 

Darrah pleaded guilty to possessing 
Diazepam, a class C drug, with intent to 
supply; possessing amphetamine, a class B 

drug, and Diamorphine (heroin), a class A 
drug, both for his own use. Darrah said he had 
bought the heroin in Oban.

Acting on intelligence received, police broke 
down the door at Darrah’s home on December 
31 and found him lying on a bed surrounded by 
drug paraphernalia. 

A bag containing 930 Diazepam tablets 
was found and another, which held 48.5g 
of amphetamine. On searching Darrah, the 

0.3g, in his tracksuit bottoms.
A search uncovered drugs with a street 

value of more than £1,000, procurator 

The Diazepam tablets sell for £1 each; the 
amphetamine and heroin had a sale value of 
£150 and £60 respectively.

Defence agent Gordon Seaton said his 
client had only got the drugs the day 
before and had not begun to sell them.
‘He is trying his best to overcome this,’ Mr 
Seaton said, referring to a previous drug 
treatment and testing order that had nearly 
been successful.

He asked for Darrah to be allowed a second 
chance with a drug treatment and testing order 
programme rather than prison, as he could lose 

the stabilising factors in his life; his housing 
association tenancy and access to his children.

‘Without this he can only go from bad to 
worse,’ Mr Seaton said.

But Sheriff Small was not persuaded: ‘He has 
one of the longest records that I have seen in 
this court and yet again he asks the court for 

testing order. 
‘He doesn’t seem to take any cognisance 

of what the court has tried to do for him and 
what other people have tried to do for him.’
Sheriff Small sentenced Darrah to 10 months 
for possession with intent to supply and four 

months for each of the other two charges, 
which will run concurrently, backdated to 
December 31.

Oban Police welcomed the custodial sentence, 
adding that drugs remained a major concern 
for the public.

Chief Inspector Alistair Davidson said: 
‘Police Scotland is determined to work with 
the public to tackle this problem head on.

‘We also welcome the opportunity to work 
closely with partner agencies such as housing 
associations, after such individuals are 
convicted, in the hope this may ultimately lead 
to evictions through the civil courts.’

Drug dealer jailed for ten months

Atlantis Leisure sports coach Ben Pollock is running the Edinburgh Half Marathon to raise aware-
ness of diabetes, a condition he manages in order to maintain an active lifestyle. 16_t02ben01

HE HAS been on the buses 
for almost 50 years but Oban 

the brakes on his career last 
weekend.

Johnnie, now in his 70s, 
started driving buses part-time 
in 1966 with Jimmy Smith. He 
was working as a post man at 

the day, so took to driving in the 
afternoons.

In an odd twist of fate John-
nie’s career ended exactly as 
it started. He said: ‘I had just 

was to Easdale and my last run 

there was Easdale.’
Johnnie spent 22 years with 

West Coast Motors and saw the 
company develop from a small 
carrier, with just 17 drivers, to 
the force it is today.

Prior to that he worked with 
Midland Scottish and Highland 
Omnibuses, part of the Scottish 
Transport Group.

Over the years Johnnie has 
done school runs, service jour-
neys and private hires. He has 
driven everyone from passen-
gers of the Hebridean Princess 
to Oban Saints footballers.

He added: ‘I’m a wee bit sad 
to be leaving but I’m thinking of 
taking up golf and I’ll be going 
on more holidays – I can pick 
and choose when to go now.’

Woman arrested 
after alleged      
pub assault
A WOMAN has been arrested 
after an alleged assault in a pub 
on Oban’s Esplanade.

The 29 year old is also 
accused of resisting arrest fol-
lowing the incident at 12.15am 
last Friday.

RESIDENTS in Port Appin 
have been piling the pressure 
on Scottish Water to reconsider 
plans for a raised pipe in a 
National Scenic Area.

Proposals to upgrade the 
village septic tank including 
vehicle access, fencing, a gate, 
hardstanding and an outfall 
pipe have been met with fury by 
locals.

While they accept the work is 
necessary, Port Appin residents 
feel the pipe should not be 
visible, and suggest burying it.

Dr Iain McNicol, of Appin 
Historial Society, said the plans 
involve a ‘large pipe raised on 
concrete cradles crossing Camas 
a Bhrothais towards the Sgeir 
Bhuidhe Lighthouse’.

It is understood the pipe 
would run across the shore to 
the low tide water level – in 
what local resident Anne White 
says is an area of ‘great beauty’, 
photographed by both visitors 
and locals.

Shaun McKivragan, owner 
of The Airds Hotel, fears the 
raised outfall pipe would hurt his 
business as tourists would be put 
off visiting.

He said: ‘We are the largest 
employer in the local area 
which includes employing many 

Traditional     
names back
in favour
THERE has been a return to 
traditional girls’ names in the 
Oban area over 2013, according 
to information released by the 
town’s registrar.

No particular girl’s name 
stood out as the most popular 

common trend seems to be a 
return to names like Eva, Gracie 
and Molly’.

The most popular boy’s name 
from last year was Jamie or 
James, and there were 152 
births overall. However, 20 
more deaths were recorded, 
with the total reaching 172.

couples got married during the 
year and two civil partnerships 
were carried out.

Train transport 
concerns on 
Glenorchy agenda
CONCERNS about school 
pupils from the Glenorchy 
area travelling to Oban by 
train, rather than by bus, will 
be discussed at next week’s 
community council meeting.

Glenorchy and Innishail 
Community Council will hold 

Wednesday in Dalmally Church 
Hall, where the issue of school 
transport is included in the 
agenda’s local issues.

There will also be a presenta-
tion by the developers of the 
Ardchonnel Wind Farm.

The community council has 
asked members of the public to 
note the earlier time of 7pm for 
the start of the meeting.

The following meeting will 
be on March 12 in Lochawe 
Village Hall.

RNLI to benefit 
from Cairndow 
fundraiser
A FUNDRAISING quiz in 
aid of the RNLI will be held at 
the Loch Fyne Oyster Bar in 
Cairndow on January 16.

The event starts at 7pm and 
teams of four are encouraged 
to book in advance to avoid 
disappointment. 

Participants will also enjoy 
a luxury Loch Fyne sharing 

Bradan Rost rolls. Anyone 
wanting to attend can contact 
Loch Fyne Oyster Bar.

Pipe band quiz 
night fundraiser
A QUIZ in Oban next Friday 
will be hosted by members of 
the town’s pipe band to raise 
funds for their 2014 season.

Held in the Masonic Lodge, 
Albany Street, the annual event 
has become a crucial money 
maker for Oban Pipe Band.

Teams of two to six people can 
enter the quiz, which starts at 
7.30pm.

Ben’s training for such an event 
requires a complex schedule 
of exercise and diet, on top 
of managing his three insulin 
injections per day. 

The 29 year old added: ‘This 
past year I have managed to 
keep my diabetes under control 
better than any other year but 
I already have slight diabetic 
changes from managing my 
condition badly over the years.
‘Running this marathon will be 

a time of well under two hours.’
Nick Wesley, general manager 

at Atlantis Leisure, said he hoped 
Ben’s efforts would encourage 
other people with diabetes to 
seek help to get more active.

He said: ‘It is great to see 
Ben taking on this personal 
challenge and raising money for 
such a great cause. He will be 
working closely with the gym 
team, taking advice on the best 
training regime.

‘If anyone has health issues 
and would like to take on a 
similar challenge, we have a 

the Healthy Options project that 
can help.’

To sponsor Ben visit his page on 
JustGiving.com/Ben-Pollock1, 

in the sponsor form at Atlantis 
Leisure. 

Johnnie Craig has retired after almost 50 years on the buses. 16_t02retirement01

locals and this would need to 
be drastically scaled back as a 
result of the inevitable loss of 
business. 

‘Also, our customers are 

local businesses, like the co-op 
and the gift shop, will inevitably 
suffer. Indeed, I would go so 
far as to say that the whole Port 
Appin economy will suffer 
greatly.’

As part of the development, 
Scottish Water applied for and 
obtained a licence from Marine 
Scotland for the outfall.

The supporting statement on 
the planning application says 
minimising the visual impact 
of this development ‘has been 
accorded a high priority’.

A spokeswoman for Scottish 
Water said the project manager 
spoke to residents in close 
proximity to the site prior to 
plans being submitted but added: 
‘Scottish Water is committed to 
meeting with the new community 
council, local councillors and 
individual residents in order to 
discuss the plans in more detail 
and to listen to any concerns 
they may have about the location 
of the outfall.’

Dates for the meetings have 
not yet been set.

Motorist alarmed at careless driving before crash

Oban bus driver puts the 
brakes on 50-year career

Diabetic 
sports coach 
takes on half 
marathon

Port Appin residents 
pile pressure on 
Scottish Water to 
rethink pipe plans

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes
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HEROES past and present from 
Argyll and Bute are being celebrated 
in a new book, written by a former 
journalist.

Jock Gallagher was a programme 
head at the BBC for more than 20 
years before setting up his own 
production company. He has spent 

chronicle of lesser-known great 
Scots. 

Scotland’s Global Empire: a 
Chronicle of Great Scots catalogues 

– with many Argyll folk among 
them. These include Victoria 
Cross winners, physicians and an 
ultrasound pioneer. Below we detail 
just a few of those selected.

Archie Carmichael, from Appin, 

hearted Carmichael’ because of a 
generous trait that was so strong it 
led him to being locked up in his 
own jail for 20 months for refusing 
to help loan sharks. 

After emigrating to South 
Carolina, he was elected sheriff 

at a time when the United States 

depression.
Debt was widespread and all too 

many people, unable to raise money 
through the banks, resorted to 
borrowing from loan sharks. 

Sheriff Carmichael was deeply 
concerned that his local community 

orders and nor would he allow the 
repossession of homesteads. 

Unfortunately, the money men 
made their money talk. They 
claimed the law was on their side, 
that borrowing arrangements had 

that it was the sheriff’s duty to help 
them.

The magistrates agreed and 
when he still refused to comply, 
Carmichael was sent to jail – his 
own – for 20 months.

people for four years, he couldn’t 

door while his family set up home in 
the cell next to that! 

From there, he announced business 
as usual. For the full 20 months 
he carried out his responsibilities, 
although he had to occasionally use 
deputies to make arrests and then 

Transport fund 
deadline looms
COMMUNITIES across the 
west coast of Scotland are being 
urged to apply for funding to 
help with transportation.

The deadline for applications 
to the Community Transport 

The one-off fund is aimed at 
helping community transport 

Transport minister Keith 

concerns for operators is 

is a great opportunity for them 
to apply for help in the short 
term. 

the sector’s needs which we can 

Grant boost for 
firm wanting to 
move to Oban
A SWEDISH publishing house 

Scottish Enterprise.
Bombadil Publishing hopes to 

buy Kilbowie House by the end 
of the winter with the aim of 
printing books written by kids, 
for kids. 

Assistance Grant will assist 

headquarters to Oban and 
bringing staff to the town.

cars crash across cycle paths 

the tracks are not safe to use, 
according to cyclists.

Oban’s Bike Fix, said it was 
only luck no-one was using the 

tragedy.

tracks are safe but if someone 
was walking their dog there they 

then the expense keeps going 
up. It would be better to make 
proper cycle paths by extending 
the road three feet and painting a 
line down it.

just to widen the road rather 
than spend money on tracks and 

main road at ridiculous places 

miles per hour.’
Mr Whitehead said this would 

also be safer for other users 
of cycle paths, including dog 
walkers and children, who are 
currently in danger as cyclists 
go at high speeds.

crashes on the cycle paths than I 

inspector of Oban police, said: 

far as I’m aware of cyclists using 

the cyclist comes off worse. 

measures at the points where the 
path crosses the carriageway.

there’s nothing to indicate there 
is a particular problem there at 
the moment.’

Lieutenant Colonel John McNeill. 

Jock Gallagher, author of Scot-
land’s Global Empire: a Chronicle of 

Great Scots. 

Cars crashing 
onto cycle paths 
highlight dangers, 
say cyclists

share the cell with those arrested.  

debtors to ensure that the lenders did 

became a local hero. 
He completed his sentence and 

didn’t allow him to seek re-election 
until four years later but when he 

restored.
Lieutenant Colonel John McNeill, 

Bengal Infantry but had transferred 
to the Royal Sussex Regiment 

campaign during the Maori War in 
New Zealand. 

after returning to battle to rescue a 

was later promoted to major general, 

Queen Victoria for 27 years. He died 

Lorne Campbell, of Airds, took 
a commission with the Argyll and 
Sutherland Highlanders while he 

At the outbreak of war he went to 

on Wadi Akarit (Tunisia) that he won 

commanded by Lieutenant Colonel 
Campbell had to break through an 

in order to form a bridgehead. 

darkness and then attacked at an 

successfully completed and at least 

bombardment and although the 
colonel was wounded, his personality 

inspiring leadership the attacks were 
repulsed and the bridgehead held.’ 

Lorne Campbell was wounded 

until the action was successfully 
completed. His VC is in the Argyll 
and Sutherland Highlanders 
Museum, Stirling.

A Scottish physician who 

was Dr Lionel Chalmers, born 

practised in Charleston, South 

he fought the ignorance and fears 
of his patients as relentlessly as he 
fought disease.

while applying a throat poultice of 
dung and honey.

He had taken his medical degrees 
in Edinburgh before emigrating in 

research. 
When he died, they named a 

street after him but he would 

him the name of a skilful, humane 
physician.’ 

Brigadier Colin Gubbins, from 

War, in which he had won the 

Ironside in Russia and in the Anglo-
Irish war.

With his experience and insights 
into the nature of guerrilla warfare, 
he was the perfect choice for director 
of operations and training to help 
nationals in oppressed countries – 

Colin Gubbins sent more than 

three months. Many of the 200 who 

been executed on the direct orders 
of Hitler.  

After the war Brigadier Gubbins 
was knighted and published 

Taken from Campbeltown to 
America by his parents when he 

to be a classic frontier citizen in 

pioneer and founded an academy that 

He was also an army chaplain, a 
Supreme Court judge, politician, 
journalist and writer. Despite an 
early background of self-education, 
he was head of a free school when 

Accolades don’t come much grander 
than Outstanding Young Person of 
the World, the title accorded Magnus 
Macfarlane Barrow, born Dalmally 

to feed the world’s hungry children 
through his charity, Mary’s Meals.

The award came from the 
global network Junior Chamber 
International and Magnus is one 
of only a small group of Britons to 

feeding projects in some of the 

Brigadier Colin Gubbins. 

world’s poorest communities, where 

children from gaining an education. 

was also named the Sunday Mail’s 

honour, the Paul Harris Award, he 

New Year Honours.
His story begins at the height of 

by the plight of ordinary people, 

Fergus organised a local collection 
of blankets and food in Argyll, 

When they got home, they 

to store more and more donations. 
Magnus decided to take a gap year 

But they just kept coming so he 
abandoned his plans to join the 
family business and instead created 
the charity, then called Scottish 
International Relief. 

His next expedition took him – in 

– to Blantyre in Malawi, where he 
was so distressed by the impact of 

children that he decided to sharpen 
his focus.

One child told him what he hoped 

eat and to go to school one day’. 
He immediately set up a temporary 

300 meals a day. 

now known as Mary’s Meals, was 

meals a day in Africa, Asia, Latin 
America, the Caribbean and Eastern 
Europe.

Magnus McFarlane Barrow with some of the children Mary’s Meals helps 
in Haiti. 

Past and present heroes 
celebrated in new bookTHOUSANDS of pounds worth of help is 

with Scottish Sea Farms appealing for 
more charities and community groups to 
come forward and apply for help.

The company’s Heart of the Community 

communities where Scottish Sea Farms 

Barcaldine Primary School, Oban Cinema, 
Oban Pipe Band, Argyll Parent Carers 
Group, and Sound of Mull Radio.

Jim Gallagher, managing director of 

people to know that they can apply.

information can be downloaded from our 
website.  We hope that people who know 

want to make a difference in Argyll and 
need to hear from local people who really 
need this help.’

The Heart of the Community Trust 
allocates cash to community projects in 
the Shetland Islands, Orkney Islands, the 
Highlands, Argyll, and Dumfries.

Lasting change
Projects eligible include those in the 

areas of health and health promotion, 
education and life-long learning, personal 

-
tred projects that bring lasting change to 
local communities.

recipients can be found on the Scottish Sea 
Farms website, at www.scottishseafarms.
com, together with full details of the 
criteria required.

Trust has money to help 
charities and groups

reached an important milestone 

(PFDs) are being distributed 

Scottish Fishermen’s Federation 

into the freezing waters of Loch 

Day swim the most successful 
so far.

When Duncan Gibson of the 

Corpach endurance swimmer 
Morag Hughes organised the 

only six swimmers took part.
But since then the icy dip has 

become a truly international 
affair - and this year Scotland, 
England, Poland, Germany, 
Argentina, Ireland and Spain 

free instruction sessions on their 
use.

landmark but said there was 
still much work to be done - and 

the scheme. 

an incredibly challenging and 
often dangerous job in putting the 

year a number of men will fall 

into the sea. In such situations, 

chance if worn.
Instruction

instruction on their use. 

that this has helped to stimulate 

crews on safety at sea.’ He 

of uptake so far, there are still 

registered their interest for a free 
PFD, and we are urging those 

an application.’

hosted by the SFF and Royal 
National Lifeboat Institution 

in a number of Scottish ports to 

planned for the future.

tremendous, with many skippers 

they are to wear for their crews 

The scheme, supported by 
Marine Scotland, RNLI, Royal 
National Mission for Deep Sea 

Fishermen, Ocean Safety and 
the Maritime and Coastguard 

It is funded by the European 
Fisheries Fund, Scottish 
Fishermen’s Trust and the UK 
Fisheries Offshore Oil and Gas 
Legacy Trust Fund.

Fishermen from throughout 
Scotland can apply for their 
free PFD by downloading the 
application form on the SFF 
website (www.sff.co.uk).

The hardy swimmers race into Loch Shiel on New Year’s Day. 

Milestone reached as 1,000th 

were all represented. Duncan 
and Morag, the only two people 

were delighted with the turnout.
Duncan told The Oban Times:

-
ple of all nationalities. We had 
a good cross section of Europe 
there. 

-

while.’ 
Swimmers and spectators 

enjoyed a glass of champagne at 

take the plunge in tenth 
Loch Shiel swim

Third Sector grants 
up for grabs
COMMUNITY groups 
and organisations are being 
reminded to apply for Argyll 
and Bute Council’s Third 

Monday, February 3.
Completed applications should 

Third Sector Grants programme 
is aimed at supporting 

people, and helping to kick start 
-

local area community learning 

council’s website by following 
the community life and leisure 

funding-and-support.

£6.95 delivery for Hub.
HD offer ends 07/01/14 Broadband offer ends 13/03/14

Non-offer price is
BT Sport

3 Months FREE 
HD if you
join now  
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Video of this available 
online 
OBANTIMES.CO.UK

By committing time to the Children’s Panel you can improve the lives of vulnerable children 
and young people in your area. You don’t need experience or qualifications. We particularly 
encourage applications from men as men are under-represented on the Children’s Panel in 
Argyll & Bute. For more information please visit childrenspanelscotland.org or contact Fiona 
McCallum at fiona.mccallum@argyll-bute.gov.uk or on 01546 604392 for an application 
pack.The deadline for receipt of completed applications is Monday 20th January 2014.

Oban teacher Andrew 
Irvine was the lucky 
winner of an iPad Mini 
in McLeod Television’s 
Christmas prize draw. 

Andrew was picked 
out from all of the 
Oban-based company’s 
customers who signed 
up to a Sky subscription 

between November 20 
and Christmas. Walter 
MacKellar from the 
company handed over the 
prize last week. 

Andrew scoops an iPad in McLeod’s Christmas prize draw

LARGE parts of Argyll felt the 
brunt of new year storms as wet 
and windy weather combined 
with high tides to causing 

Southend in Kintyre was 
hit badly by last Friday’s 
exceptionally high tides.

Large chunks of a sea wall 
were destroyed along with parts 
of the C18 road and the village 
cemetery remains inaccessible 
because of the damage.

Much of Dunaverty Golf Club 
in the village was under water, 
with the Conie Burn estimated 
to have risen by 12 feet.

Argyll and Bute Council was 
praised by John Bakes, Southend 
Community Council chairman, 
for its quick response in clearing 
sand from the C18 road before 
assessing its structural damage.

Large sections of sea wall and 
road will have to be completely 
rebuilt.

Mr Bakes added: ‘People who 
have lived here a long time say 

seen.’
In Peninver, seawater reached 

the C18 which remained passable 
with care and large parts of 

TWO CARS appeared to be racing 
each other only minutes before one 
crashed while overtaking a timber 
lorry on the A82, Oban Sheriff Court 
heard on Monday.

The VW Golf 1.2 driven by Edward 
Jon Stevens, aged 33, of Resthaven, 
Narrow Lane, Bristol, now studying 
in Northamptonshire, struck the side 
of the log trailer before hitting an 
oncoming car. 

Stevens had denied driving 
dangerously at excessive speed on 
the A82 near Auch Estate Bridge on 
June 4 last year.

Nigel Eaton, 56, of Fort William, 
told the court his Range Rover was 
overtaken by both cars minutes 
before he came across the accident.

‘I was sitting at close to 75 mph - I 
know it’s a 60 limit - and two cars 

He believed them to be racing: 
‘They were near enough bumper to 
bumper.’

Brian Dobson, 46, the driver of the 
cab and timber trailer, added: ‘The 
two cars came up at a rapid rate of 
knots.’ 

He said he could not believe 
that they were going to attempt to 

move narrowly and he put on his 
right-hand indicator to try and warn 
Stevens not to overtake.

Scott Laird, a 60-year-old retired 
welder, was driving to the Corran 

trip when he saw the cars: ‘All of 
a sudden cars came up the hill. I 
thought they were going to pull in 
at the back [of the trailer] but they 

got past me and the second one - I 
thought it would pull back behind - 
but it just kept coming.’

Mr Laird said he looked for a way 
to get off the road and as the impact 
neared he put his hand up in front of 
his face. He was left badly bruised 
and cut from the collision and his pet 
dog was also hurt.

Stevens, who has auditory 
agnosia, which causes hearing and 
speech problems, followed the court 
proceedings with the help of a speech 
to text interpreter.

He strenuously denied driving at 
excessive speed and racing, saying 
his 1.2 litre car was not capable of 
going as fast as witnesses said. 

He also claimed that the timber 
lorry was veering about the 
carriageway.

‘I was shocked with the way the 
lorry was being driven,’ he said, 
adding: ‘I got to just before the mid 
section of the lorry and he smashed 
into me.’

Sheriff Small found him guilty 

appearance and he had a clean 
driving licence. 

for a year.

VULNERABLE coastal com-
munities in Lochaber escaped 
largely unscathed after tidal 
surges on Friday and Monday 
wreaked havoc elsewhere across 
Scotland.

The Scottish Environment 

alerts for Fort William and Caol 
but a lull in the storm at high 
water minimised any impact.

Waves went over the wooden 
platform supporting the 
Crannog restaurant in Fort 
William during high tide at 
7am on Friday but a ripped up 
walkway was the only damage.

Monday’s high tide was half 
a metre lower and no problems 

A COMMUNITY transport initia-
tive in a remote part of Lochalsh is 
looking to expand the services it 
operates in 2014.

Glenelg and Arnisdale Bus Users 
Group (BUG) currently manages a 
subsidised taxi scheme to connect 
with Citylink buses from Inverness 
and Glasgow at Shielbridge to take 
passengers back to Glenelg at night.

Now the group is considering link-
ing Shielbridge with a third Citylink 
service, from Uig on Skye, so locals 
and visitors can have a day out on 
the island without needing their car.

BUG formed last September after 

Highland Council axed the Monday, 
Tuesday and Friday Shielbridge-
Glenelg return evening bus but re-
tained the outward-bound morning 
service - leaving passengers with 
no way of getting back to Glenelg 
except by car. 

That move provoked fears of further 
isolation for the remote community, 
which is 18 miles by single-track 
road from the A87 to Kyle.

Chaired by local pensioner Betty 
Ralston, BUG set up the taxi scheme 
itself and ran it so successfully for 
12 weeks that last month Highland 

for a one-year trial period. Under the 
initiative, taxi tickets for the journey 
back from Shielbridge are booked 
in advance at Glenelg village shop 

fare. More people using each taxi 
means less of the Highland Council 
subsidy will be needed for each trip. 

providing the taxis. 
-

dition of a Skye service would prove 

economy.
She told The Oban Times: ‘I think 

it will great for people to leave their 

cars in Glenelg and do the journey 
by bus to Portree or elsewhere on 
Skye. 

‘It means tourists can go to Skye for 
the day and get back to Shielbridge 
at 6.50pm, just before the Inverness 
bus arrives at 7pm. Then all the 
Glenelg passengers from both buses 
can take a taxi back to Glenelg.

‘We will be meeting in the next 

Things are looking very positive for 
2014.’

She added: ‘We are pleased the 
council has come back on board 
with us again.’

Lochgilphead Front Green vanished last Friday when high tides 
saw water crash over the harbour wall. People living on Poltalloch 

Street guarded their doorways with sandbags but the water, 
thankfully, never reached homes on the other side of the road. 

Peninver Holiday Caravan Park 
were also under water. 

Owner Eddie MacCallum said: 
‘There has been no damage and 
it will be just a matter of clearing 
away the seaweed.’

A village resident said: ‘This 

20 years.’
Low Askomil Road in 

Campbeltown was closed to 

the sailing club slipway and the 
Esplanade was closed by police 
for a few hours.

Twice
In Tarbert, soaking carpets 

and rugs were this week sitting 
outside homes and businesses 
after the Loch Fyne village was 

High tides forced the water of 
Loch Fyne over the harbour wall 
last Friday and on Monday.

Ian MacIntyre who has lived in 
Tarbert all his life said it was the 

for decades.
‘This is the highest it [the 

water] has been since 1991. Then 
it was knee deep,’ he said.

Sarah Coats who runs the 
Earra Gael craft shop, situated 

on the quayside, said the shop 
was under two feet of water last 
Friday.

‘All the stock was put away, 
higher than two feet up,’ she 
said. ‘We have to do that as we 

On both days Tarbert 

water from properties; homes 
and businesses situated on the 
hill along the A83 the worst 
affected.

Scottish Fire and Rescue watch 
commander Donald Blair said 
ensuring electricity supplies 

was a top priority.
He said: ‘We go around the 

rooms and check the sockets. 
We can call SSE and Scottish 
Hydro Electric in if we have any 
concerns and we had them out 
on Friday. Today (Monday), the 

but on Friday it was all the way 
around the quayside. Everything 
was affected.’

Residents in Tarbert praised 

in dealing with the poor weather 
and high tides in the last week.

Above: Dunaverty Golf Club 
was under 12 feet of water in 

parts. 

Part of the damaged B842 at Southend. 

Council staff begin the process of clearing sand off the road at Southend. 

Right: Tarbert’s Earra Gael craft 
shop was under two feet of 
water last Friday. 06_a02tarb02

Close call: the high tide laps at the Crannog restaurant in Fort William on Monday morning. 
20_f02flood01

were reported along Loch 
Linnhe.

Fort William coastguards 
patrolled ‘at risk’ areas such as 
Caol seafront during the alerts. 

told The Oban Times there were 

The picture was different in 
Stornoway town centre, which 

morning after a storm surge 

North Ford causeway 
linking Benbecula and 
North Uist and the Baleshare 
causeway in North Uist were 
both closed as the sea went over 
the road.

Lochaber escapes 
largely unscathed

Argyll takes the brunt of 
brutal new year storms

Race claim as man found guilty of dangerous driving

Lochalsh community transport scheme looks to expand

Residents praise council  
staff, police and fire fighters 
for quick response
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BETH Campbell hosted a 
hugely enjoyable Christmas 
dinner evening in the Isle of 
Lismore Café on December 21 
when  20 diners sat down to a 

proprietor of the café after four 
years of making it a central part 
of island life and a great place 

On the night she was ably as
sisted by Carol MacLean, Davie 
Meddes and Kiki MacColl, and 
Beth extended good wishes to 
Kiki who is to take over the 

a couple of tense moments 
when the power went off for 
a short period, it was a most 
entertaining evening with Beth 
providing not just great food but 
an ingenious game involving 
playing Christmas carols on 

Everyone wished Beth a great 

The hamper Beth has been 

children’s fund, which helps all 
children on the island, was won 
by Jim MacCormick, despite 
Beth going to some effort to 
stop Jim winning as his luck is 
now legendary!

 Livingstone, 
chairman of Lismore Gaelic 
Heritage Centre, welcomed the 
volunteers who have kept the 
centre running throughout the 
season, to a Christmas lunch at 

The number of enthusiastic 

who work throughout the 
year in the museum, the shop, 
at events and with general 
cleaning and maintenance work 

this is an island where the ‘big 
society’ is always in action 
and so many things thrive on 

DURING this turbulent spell 
of weather, a huge thank you 
must go to the ferrymen on both 
Lismore boats and in particular 
to those at the north end who 
did their best to keep people 
moving on and off the island 
even putting on extra sailings 
on Sunday December 22 and 
an unscheduled Christmas 
Day sailing to rescue stranded 

Thanks to them, families 
were reunited and Christmas 

are completely reliant on these 
obliging ferrymen who make 

very happy new year to them 

LISMORE Voices performed a 
concert of seasonal music in the 
church on December 20, which 
was well attended despite it 

The 14 voices made a 
beautiful and beguiling sound 
in a far ranging and demanding 
programme with the audience 
joining in enthusiastically with 

The choir had two very able 
conductors in Sarah Campbell, 
and Katy Crossan with 
Sebastian Tombs conducting 
one item as well as singing one 

sung carols, highlights were 
a moving performance of 
John Taverner’s ‘The Lamb’, 
particularly following his recent 

OLDER residents in the North 
Lorn area are being invited to 
attend a Burns Supper at the 

Dochie MacKechnie was this year’s winner of the Killin  Festive Hamper competition, organised by 
Lodge Breadalbane St Filans, which rasied £163 for the Second Killin and District Scout Group.

David Robertson, a long standing leader of the Scout movement, and the main promoter in 
establishing the new Scout Group, made the draw assisted by the RWM Bro Robert Lafferty.

Thanks were given to everyone who supported this worthy cause, the Capercaillie for hosting the 
raffle and Myra and staff for selling the tickets. Photograph by The Studio, Killin. 

DECEMBER was a warm and 

according to local amateur 

Rainfall totalled 229mm (nine 
inches), well above average, 
bringing the rainfall for 2013 to 

The year overall was below 
average because of a drier than 
normal late winter, spring and 

maximum temperatures were 

the warmest day measuring 

Meanwhile, output in 
December from the solar panels 
Mr Coyne installed over three 
years ago was less than half that 

Pupils of Banavie Primary School will stand out even on the darkest mornings thanks to their new high visibility waistcoats. The 
jackets were donated by Sheil Buses so that the children are visible when they are waiting to be collected for school on winter 

mornings. Bus driver David Hogg is pictured with Banavie pupils as they try out their new waistcoats. 20_f52banavie01

FORT William High Street was 

Hogmanay as the annual ceilidh 

The afternoon kicked off with 
music from Lochaber Pipe Band 
followed by various musicians 
and a performance from Nevis 

Campbell, master of ceremonies 
for the ceilidh, told The Oban 
Times: ‘It was a brilliant day, 

lots of local artists and a great 

Royal National Mòd gold 
medallist Robert Robertson 

soon be announced on new 

to cover the whole of the Loch 
Lomond and the Trossachs 

bylaws would be similar to 
those already covering east 
Loch Lomond, which have 

Bylaws would only be brought 
into operation in areas where 

that this would include the Loch 

Council heard that the national 
park board believes a wild 
camping bylaw is needed to 

camping in places, but still 

There is no intention to 
prevent genuine, responsible, 
wild camping from taking 

The consultation period will 

Lullaby, the beautiful hymn Ubi 

Of further interest was 
Barbara McDougall’s reading 
of Margaret’s Black affecting 
poem inspired by the Fra 

evening and in thanking them 

everyone’s wishes that it would 

 committee, having 
acquired funding from The 
Climate Challenge Fund, is now 
able to start insulation work on 

be out of use from this date 

The GP surgery will continue 
as normal but with access via 

addressed to one of the hall 
directors who apologise for 

POWER cuts and adverse 
weather interfered with Lismore 
Lumiere’s programme between 
Christmas and New year, but 
they went ahead with two 

the following evening ‘Prince 

Islanders thank Lismore 
Lumiere for a year of excellent 

LISMORE Morvern Lines

Banavie pupils stand out with new waistcoats
Killin hamper winner’s delight

Members of Nevis School of Highland Dancing prepare for their big performance. From left: Catherine Watchman 14, Laura Robertson 
8, Jamie-Lee Laverty 11 and Emma Watchman 12. 20_f02ceilidh01

Accordionists Callum MacDonald and Liam Stewart entertained 
on-lookers in the busy High Street. 20_f02ceilidh02

was singing, as well as Charlie 
MacColl, Hannah Calder and 

Callum MacDonald and Liam 
Stewart performed an accordion 
duet whilst Hannah MacRae 

The Robert Nairn Ceilidh 
Band played a set and Nevis 
School of Highland Dancing 

Heavy rain in the morning 
meant that the event was almost 
moved indoors to the Masonic 
Lodge but the weather dried up 
just in time for the festivities to 

Hogmanay ceilidh hits all the right notes

ARISAIG

not expected from individual 

park is already in discussion 
with a number of national 
organisations, who may raise 
objections, in order to try and 

bylaws should come into force 
during 2014 and can then 
selectively apply to areas as 

The main Loch Lubnaig car 
park will be open during winter 

Clearway signs along Loch 
Lubnaig side will be put back 
out for the summer season, 
and clearways will also be 
implemented on the east Loch 
Lomond road and around the 

JOHN Riley has retained 
his place as the chairman 

Craig was proposed as minute 

The community council 
has not yet adopted the new 
constitution, with members 
to vote on its adoption at its 

STRATHFILLAN

NORTH LORN

the Dalmally group to its next 
meeting on January 25, when it 

The December meeting of 
Lochawe SWRI gave members 
an interesting insight into how 
best to move around to avoid 

Janet Buchanan’s talk on 
movement awareness began 
with advice on the best way to 
carry a handbag and shopping 
bags to cause as little damage as 
possible to muscles, nerves and 

Carrying heavy shopping bags 
down the side of the body puts 
immense strain on the shoulders 

Janet told the members it 
was better to carry bags with 
handles close to the waist in the 

Handbags are best carried 
across the body because of the 
weight of items crammed into 

Janet also explained the 
easiest way to get up from a 
chair without hurting the back 

Eilean Dhiura, will be heading 

The ageing ferry is due for its 
annual service on February 8, 
when the replacement vessel, 
the MV Margret Sinclair, will 

The replacement boat is likely 

Management thanked islanders 
for their understanding during 

LOCHAWE

JURA

integral to the 1945 Victory in Europe Day celebrations in 

The accommodation block, or the ‘cubicles’ as it was more 
popularly called, had reached the end of its life and had become 

Of concrete, iron and asbestos construction, it was built 
by Charles Tenant (Glasgow) Ltd for their employees in the 

The long accommodation block, standing at right angles to 
the village brae, consisted of about a dozen single rooms with 

ready for the VE Day party which was held throughout the UK
on the 8th of May 1945 to mark the end of World War Two in 

used as accommodation for the sand mine, the building was still 

Its present owners, Lochaline Quartz Ltd, underwrote the cost 

There is much speculation locally what will replace it and 

practical use and popular with the whole community as well as 

mine, past and present, who have been Lochaline’s greatest 

Lochaline village has benefited from the sand mine’s 
generosity. 

populations decline steadily, moles are everywhere from loch 

mention of them but they appear in another of 1845 when they 
were described as an ‘infestation’ probably as they did not suit 

From Morvern it appears they got onto the island of Mull 
shortly afterwards by way of a boat load of earth landed at 

It seems there was someone in the parish exporting earth and 

There used to be an old saying that ‘When moles reach 

come to an end’, which is presumably because of the rockiness 

However they have been recorded on Beinn Hiant about seven 

Long ago, before modern medicine reached the Highlands, the 
ashes of a mole mixed with honey was taken for abdominal 

There is an old proverb extant which runs, ‘Far am faighear, 

IS SPRING just around the corner? Not only have the days 
lengthened since the winter solstice but a large yacht under 
full sail was seen beating down the Sound a few days ago! 
Full marks to the intrepid sailors whatever the purpose of their 
voyage!

present last year with the opening of the new timber loading 
facility on Mull, opposite Savary, which should help reduce the 
number of wood lorries thundering backwards and forwards to 

The movement of large articulated trucks, sometimes with 
equally long trailers, has taken a heavy toll on the surfaces and 

Indeed as Highland Council continues to slash its transport 
budgets every year (with more on the horizon), questions are 

by a bandage instead of a sticking plaster? 

built onto Furnace Village Hall, 
which will house a small bar 
and allow villagers to hold more 

THE 2014 Clan Lachlan 
Gathering at Strathlachlan, near 
Strachur, will form part of this 
year’s Homecoming Scotland 
celebrations, it has been 

The gathering, which 

long Strathlachlan Community 
Festival, is one of 11 events to 
have joined the Homecoming 

The festival will include local 
activities such as shinty and 
sheepdog trial demonstrations, 

The Best of the West Festival 
and Loch Fyne Food Fair have 
also entered the Homecoming 

with additional promotion 

has been awarded an Imperial 
Service Medal after nearly 28 
years at the MoD jetty at 

recently presented with a 

The medals,  established in 
1902 by King Edward VII, are 
given for 25 years of service, 
but are usually only presented 

However, as Kenneth, a depot 
engineer, joined the MoD 
sponsored Oil and Pipelines 

award having completed nearly 

Charles Price, chief executive 
of the agency, visited Campbel
town to present Kenneth with 
his award which comes from the 

Kenneth said things were 
quite different when he 
started at the Campbeltown 

maintenance of the jetty and 
fuel tanks and he has remained 
at Campbeltown since the day 

He said: ‘I have enjoyed the 
job, I could be in worse places! 
I still have a good few years left 

The jetty is used for ship 
refuelling and has been 
visited by warships and other 

paid for by the sanctuary as a 
thank you to the community for 

This year’s celebration of the 

course Burns supper, poetry 

The event will be held on 
January 25 and anyone wishing 
to attend should contact the 

by P MacLeod and V Williams, 

STRATHLACHAN

FURNACE

extension will help the village 
hall become a hub for the 
community following the 
closure of the village pub last 

the association, said: ‘We are 
grateful to have received the 
money and hope the facility will 
go some way towards replacing 

Inveraray and District Pipe 
Band received £2,000 from 
the fund and will use the cash 
to produce a CD of its sell out 

Inveraray Highland Games 
Committee was also granted 

by RWE npower renewables’ 

CAMPBELTOWN
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Terms & conditions: The Oban Times Bonnie Babies competition is open to babies and toddlers born on or after February 1, 2011. Entrants must live in Argyll or West 
Highlands. You may also enter a child if you are subscriber living outside this area. Only one entry per child.  By entering the competition and by filling in the parental consent 
form that is provided with your entry, you – the parent or guardian – consent to the reproduction of your child’s photograph in The Oban Times Bonnie Babies features in the 
paper and online and in any other related Oban Times Bonnie Babies promotions. If you do not wish for your child’s photo to appear in the newspaper or online then you 
should not enter the competition. The Oban Times cannot take responsibility for the safe delivery and safe return of the entrant’s photograph.  Photos posted in without an 
enclosed stamped addressed envelope will not be returned. Poor quality photographs, which are out of focus, difficult to see the child’s face, ripped, torn or folded, will not 
be accepted as an entry and will be returned to the sender providing a stamped addressed envelope is supplied by the entrant.  By sending us your photograph, you agree 
that Wyvex Media Ltd and The Oban Times have the right to publish the images and details of the entrant without payment for the purpose of promoting The Oban Times 
Bonnie Babies campaign(s). The winner must take part in publicity. Employees of Wyvex Media Ltd and their immediate family are not eligible to enter.

The Oban Times Bonnie Babies competition is back for 2014. 
Enter your little bundle of joy today for your chance to win a 
whopping £500 worth of vouchers to spend at The Co-opera-
tive! Plus, this year we will have £150 of vouchers for a second 
place winner and £100 of vouchers for third place. Just think 
how handy that would be after Christmas and New Year. 

The Co-operative Group is the UK’s largest mutual business, 
owned by nearly eight million members.  It is the UK’s fifth 
biggest food retailer operating across the country with almost 
2,800 local, convenience and medium-sized stores, and is also 
one of Britain’s leading farming operations. Further informa-
tion is available at www.co-operative.coop

HOW THE COMPETITION WORKS
The competition will take place in weekly rounds where 
readers are asked to vote for that week’s bonniest baby. 
For example, if your child is in week one and gets the most 
votes out of all the entries in that issue they will be entered 
into the grand finale. The baby who has the most votes from 
the grand finale, which will be held early next year, will be 
crowned the Bonniest Baby of 2014. It doesn’t matter which 
round your baby appears in, you can keep voting every week 
from the date your child appears until the voting deadline, 
which we will announce in a future issue. Voting for your wee 
one every week after they appear gives them the best chance 
to be crowned their week’s bonniest. We won’t count the 
votes to decide who goes into the grand finale until the voting 
deadline has been reached. Readers will be able to vote by 
text or by coupon, details of which will be printed when the 
weekly rounds begin.

HOW TO ENTER
We are now open for entries! The Oban Times Bonnie Babies 
2014 is open to babies and toddlers born on or after February 
1, 2011. Entrants must live in Argyll or West Highlands. You 
may also enter a child if you are a subscriber living outside 
this area. You can enter your child by posting us a photograph 
along with a signed entry coupon, see left, to The Oban Times, 
Bonnie Babies Entry, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Please 
make sure you write the name of the child, date of birth and 
a contact telephone number on the back of the photo. Should 
you wish your photo to be returned, please enclose a stamped 
addressed envelope. We will do our very best to return your 
photo but please make a copy just in case. You can also enter 
online by visiting www.obantimes.co.uk/bonniebabies. 

After you have entered your child, keep an eye on The Oban 
Times every week to see when your baby appears. The closing 
date for entries will be announced in a future issue. For rules 
and terms and conditions, visit www.obantimes.co.uk/bon-
niebabies or call 01631 568000.

Good luck!   

Child’s name.............................................................................................................
Child’s date of birth. .................................................................................................
Tel: ......................................................... Subscription No: (if applicable) ...................
Address: ..................................................................................................................
..................................................................................................................................
Name of parent/guardian.........................................................................................
Signature of parent/guardian...................................................................................
I agree to all terms and conditions applied to this competition (please tick) 

Please post to The Oban Times, Bonnie Babies Entry, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB.

£750
of shopping 

vouchers

up for grabs!

OT

LOCHABER Food Bank handed out over 
£1,000 worth of food in two afternoons in 
the run-up to Christmas, organisers have 
revealed. 

The charity gave out around 350kg of 
provisions - enough to feed a family for 102 
days.  

Food bank manager Alex McConachie 
told The Oban Times: ‘I would like to say 
thanks to the people of Lochaber, without 
their food and monetary donations this 
wouldn’t have been possible.’

But he added: ‘We’ve been really quiet in 
the New Year because voucher holders were 

closed. There were people in desperate need 
but they didn’t know where to go.

‘We’re thinking about how we can avoid 
this happening in future. I would live to 
give out boxes in advance or make up 
emergency boxes that can be given out 
when certain places are closed.’

Eddie Hunter     
calls it a day
CAOL AND Mallaig councillor 
Eddie Hunter is to step down 
after almost seven years as a 
member of Highland Council.

Mr Hunter is moving to 
Renfrew to be with his wife 
Henrietta, or Henri as she is 
affectionately known. He was 
elected as one of three Independ-
ent Caol and Mallaig councillors 
in May 2007.

The 62 year-old former Bana-
vie Primary School head teacher 
said he expected to formally 
resign next month once the new 
owners of his present home in 
Caol are ready to move in. 

His departure means a by-

a replacement.
In a personal statement, Mr 

Hunter told The Oban Times:
‘Henri and I split last April after 
she said she was fed up living up 
here. I hummed and hawed and 
it was not until she said I’m off 
whether you’re coming or not, 
that I saw her mind was made 
up. She had a wee accident and 
I got a phone call asking me to 

She asked if I would consider 
moving in and I said ‘consider it 
considered’.’

He added: ‘I have no regrets. I 
have worked with a lot of good 

-
bers and I would like to thank 
them for their contribution over 
the years.’

Mr Hunter’s highlights during 
his tenure, he said, included 
the ‘massive investment’ in 
the area’s school estate and the 
contribution made to educa-
tional standards in Lochaber by 
parents, pupils and teachers.

He added: ‘I could not achieved 
what I have without the loyal 
support of my constituents.’

SNP councillor for Caol and 
Mallaig, Bill Clark, paid tribute 
to his ward colleague.

He said: ‘Eddie was very much 
involved, particularly on the 
education committee, and we 
worked together to bring about 
new schools and improvement 
to the high school. I wish him all 
the best for the future.’

THE LIFE of one of two 
Lochaber men killed in a horror 
road accident on the A82 last 
weekend will be remembered in 
Caol on Saturday.

Hundreds of mourners are 
expected to attend the funeral 
service for Davy McCook in St 
John’s RC Church at 1pm, which 
will be followed by a reception 
in Caol Community Centre.

Former detective constable Mr 
McCook, who came from Caol, 
and construction worker Stephen 
Lauder, 48, of Spean Bridge, 
died at the scene of the accident 
at the Brackletter junction near 
Spean Bridge. 

Mr Lauder was a freelance 
machine operator who 

Construction before Christmas.
He is survived by his partner 

Aileen, who works in Spean 
Bridge shop, and two daughters, 
Shauna and Jenna, from a 
previous relationship.

Mr McCook received long 
service medals after three 

was a stalwart supporter of 
Lochaber Rugby Club.

He is survived by his wife 
Angie, son Johnathon and 
daughters Becky and Rachael.

Rugby club president Alistair 
SPEAN Bridge, Roy Bridge and Achnacarry Community Council 
chairman John Fotheringham said Mr Lauder’s death had shocked 
the village.

He told The Oban Times: ‘We would like to pass on our sympathy 
and condolences to the family. It is an absolutely tragic situation. 
The village is shocked to the core. A couple of people I spoke to 

time an accident has happened there. A young Fort William man 
was killed there only two or three months ago. It is just tragic that 
it should have happened at this time of celebration, when families 
come together in happiness and contentment.’

happened just before midday. 

used cutting gear to free one of the casualties.
Fort William station manager Tony Collins said afterwards: ‘I 

would urge motorists to take extra care on this stretch of road and 
take heed of signs warning them of the slippy road surface.’

Police are appealing for witnesses to the crash to contact them, 
especially anyone who may have seen a northbound silver Peugeot 
307 or a southbound grey Renault Laguna at the time, on the non-
emergency number 101. 

Stephen Lauder: ‘A really nice guy to know.’

MacKinnon said in tribute: ‘Davy 
McCook was a long standing 
member Lochaber Rugby Club 
and joined when took his son 
Jonathan to mini Rugby at the 
age of seven, 11 years ago.
‘He was a great servant to our 
club and was always willing to 
lend a hand whenever he could.  

‘Although he never played 
rugby, Davy loved our club and 
being active in it and would 
encourage the youth of Lochaber 
to take the game up – he believed 
that rugby was a great sport to 
be involved in, teaching players 
good discipline on and off the 

‘He was the dedicated driver 
for taking youth and senior 

‘He was also one of the main 

display and helped on the bar 
rota. 

‘He always enjoyed a 
laugh and a wind up and his 
sudden death will leave a
huge hole in our club.

‘We would like to pass on our 
deepest condolences to all of 
Davy’s family. He was a great 
family man and his sudden death 

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Hundreds expected to attend 
funeral of death crash victim

is an unbearable shock for them 
all. 

‘Davy will be a major loss to 
the whole community, he was 
always keen to help anyone who 
needed it – any never looked for 
any thanks or recognition, he 
just liked helping people – he 
had a kind heart.’

Mr McCook’s daughter 
Rachael Elsie said on a social 
networking site on Sunday she 
was ‘overwhelmed by everyone’s 
kind words and support’.
She added: ‘We are all so 
touched by the sheer amount of 
people whose lives were touched 
by such a wonderful man and a 
true gent.

‘I’m so, so proud he was 
my dad. I’m speechless and 
completely devastated.’

Joyce Vickers from Caol, an 
aunt through marriage of Mr 
Lauder, said his parents Jock 
and Maureen were down from 
Inverness to celebrate the New 
Year with Maureen’s sister 
Kathleen in Caol.

She said: ‘We are all devastated, 
every one of us. We can’t believe 
this has happened.’

Spean Bridge Primary School 
head teacher Kate MacGillivray 
said Mr Lauder was well known 
to staff. She said: ‘He was a 
cheerful guy and a really nice 
guy to know.’

Mr Lauder’s niece, Nicole 
Lauder said on a social 
networking site: ‘RIP to a true 
gentleman, a guy who touched 
everyone’s hearts. 

‘He was so caring and always 
willing to help anyone, sleep 
tight up there and keep smiling. 
You will be truly missed by 
everyone. We will never forget 
you.’

Communities in shock after 
two die in A82 collision

Davy McCook: ‘A major loss to the community.’

Road closed for around five hoursVillage shocked by news 

Food bank’s £1,000 worth of handouts in two afternoons

Eddie Hunter. 20_f02eddie01

THE ISSUE of road safety 
on the A82 was discussed by 
Spean Bridge, Roy Bridge 
and Achnacarry Community 
Council on Tuesday night.

Speaking afterwards, 
chairman John Fotheringham 
stressed the needs of the griev-
ing families were paramount so 
soon after the tragedy.

He told The Oban Times: ‘The 
A82 is a dangerous road but it 
would be wrong for us at this 
particular time to speculate on 
what caused the accident.

‘We will be watching what 

happens when the police report 
comes out and we will be liais-
ing with Police Scotland and 
Bear Scotland on improvements 
that can be made to the road. 

‘We can then follow up what 
has been causing these ac-
cidents because there have been 
many at this particular spot.

‘Transport Scotland will get 
the report within14 days and 
they will know a lot more then. 
Clearly they have to do an 
investigation on the road and if 
there is anything they can learn 
from it.’

Road safety issue on agenda

NEWSDESK
01631 568000



8 FEATURE Thursday 9 January, 2014 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

Get your life in order!
AS THE New Year dawns there 
is never a better time to get 
your life in order.
Resolutions made in the 
echo of the bells shouldn’t be 
dismissed out of hand, why 

not try a bit of self improvement 
this year.

You don’t need to go to 
extremes. There’s no need 

to take steroids to get 
the body you’ve always 
wanted – just eat 
healthily and do more 
exercise. The weight 
will fall off in no time.

D o 
m o r e 

exercise
There is a range 

of classes available 
in most towns that 
will help you get 
fit and healthy. 
You could head to 
those that support 

healthy eating and weight loss in a group 
environment. This will encourage you to 
throw those grotesque ready meals in the 
bin and start the year with fresh and healthy 
home cooked meals.
Or you could take up a new exercise class. 
If you don’t fancy pedalling on a bike for 
an hour or doing aerobics you could try 
something a bit more fun such as Zumba or 
even pole dancing – don’t worry though this 
is just for the purposes of getting fit, you’re 
not expected to be a stripper.

Learn something new
But if you’re happy with the body you have 
maybe it is your mind you want to work on. 
You could learn a new language or study 
for a change in career. Many colleges will 
accept you for night classes if you can’t 
afford to study full-time.
Maybe you want to pick up a new practical 
skill such as woodwork, plumbing or 
computer literacy.
Perhaps you live in a rural area and fancy 
learning more about the land you could 
book on one of the many agricultural 
courses that run frequently – learn 
about crofting, soil irrigation and animal 
husbandry.
Or maybe you just want to take up a new 

hobby. Pick up a set of knitting needles or 
turn your hand to arts and crafts. If you’re 

not sure where to begin why not turn to the 
internet for a bit of inspiration. There are 
many tutorial videos available that will help 
you decide what to take up.
If you’ve always fancied being musical you 
could learn to play a new instrument this 
year. Whether you want to plink a piano, toot 
a trombone or strum a guitar you will find 
many skilled teachers in a town near you.

Start today
Whatever it is you wished you’d done in 
2013, start now. Don’t wait until 2015 to 
change your life for the better.

West Coast Tai Chi
New beginner’s Tai Chi Class
Learn Tai Chi movement for relaxation, to improve 
energy levels, balance and strength. Study meditation 
both as movement and sitting, to develop mindfulness 
and awareness.

Thursday 16th January
7.45 to 8.45 PM
Church of Scotland Centre, Glencruitten Rd, Oban.

To find out more about the class contact senior instructor 
info@susannemccardel.co.uk T: 01852 500361   
www.susannemccardel.co.uk

Follow us on              tai chi and therapies@facebook

save £5
Just £9.95 on your 

first night then 

£4.95 a week.

Join a warm and friendly group today…

loveSlimming World

slimmingworld.com
0844 897 8000

EVERY THURSDAY
Oban
Glencruitten Church Hall
10.30am & 5.30pm 

Contact Gillian on 07796 040 803
Visit our facebook page at Slimming World Oban 

Slimming World Oban members lost a 
phenomenal 3,282.5 lbs ( 234 stone)!! 

new year 
new you

new skill

new hobby

new career

Argyll   Alternatives
Massage Therapy
Ear Candling
Nutritional Advice
Reiki Master

Old School House, 
Campbeltown
Argyll, PA28 6QD
01586 820 458



Thursday 9 January, 2014 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 9NEWS
OT

A SPATE of accidents at the same spot 
on the A82 north of the Corran Ferry has 
prompted calls for an investigation of the 
road surface.

Local people have been growing 
increasingly alarmed at the series of 
incidents which, according to several 
sources, have seen at least six cars crash 
off the carriageway in the past two weeks 
within 200 yards of each other.

In the latest accident, a silver Fiat car 

had to be recovered from the ditch after it 
left the road around 10.50am on Saturday 
morning. The driver was uninjured, a police 
spokesperson said.

Resolved
Two years ago numerous crashes on bends 

before the Corran Ferry slip road prompted 
Transport Scotland to lay high adhesion 
surfacing and the problem was resolved. 

Brian Murphy, chairman of road campaign 
group The A82 Partnership, vowed to take 

the matter up with the authorities. He told The 
Oban Times: ‘Concerns have been expressed 
to me about the number of incidents in this 
area where cars have gone off the road and I 
will be taking the matter up with the police 
and Transport Scotland.

‘This stretch of road presents challenges to 
any driver at the best of times and if there is 
some treatment that requires to be done such 
as non-slip surfacing, then I think we need 
some action to ensure that happens.’

House sales up     
16 per cent
HOUSE sales in the Highlands 
in 2013 were up by 16 per cent 
on the previous year, according 

Highland Solicitors Property 
Centre.

2007 while the value of houses 
sold was also the highest since 
2008, up 15 per cent on 2012.
The average price of a home 
in 2013 was £162,089 –0.6 
per cent down on last year. 
House prices fell 1.8 per cent 
between 2011 and 2012. HSPC 
manager Sarah Woodcock said 
the number of properties on 
the market had fallen by 29 per 
cent, an indication that houses 
in the Highlands were now 
selling more quickly.

Man denies Caol 
Co-op theft
AN INVERLOCHY man has 
denied stealing two bottles of 
rum.

Jordan McPhee, 11 Dubh 
MacDonald Place, pled not 
guilty to taking the spirit from 
the Co-op in Caol on October 
24 last year. 

The case will continue to trial 
at Fort William Sheriff Court on 
February 6.

THE A82 south of Fort William will 
be down to one lane on Monday until 
Easter for work to stabilise a steep 
forest hillside above the road.

The Forestry Commission Scotland 
operation at Glen Righ will pave the 
way for the next phase of tree felling 
later in the year.

The work on the southern, steeper 
section of the site will involve rock 

scaling and boulder removal work.
One lane will be closed south of 
the commission’s Loch Linnhe car 
park from 8am to 6pm Monday to 
Friday. There will also be some 
short complete road closures of no 
more than 10 minutes outwith the 
rush hour.

The commission will liaise closely 
with emergency services during the 

short closures to ensure they are not 
delayed.

Project manager Alex MacLeod 
said: ‘Recent storms, which saw 
trees blow across the A82 at Glen 
Righ and at Loch Lochy have 
emphasised the need for us to deal 
with these steep ground sites. 

‘The slope stability work that we’re 
about to start will get the site ready 

for tree felling which will take place 
after Easter.’

He added: ‘We remain aware 
that our works do cause some 
inconvenience to road users and 
local communities but we will 
continue to work closely with our 
contractors, BEAR Scotland and 
Transport Scotland, to ensure that 
delays are kept to a minimum.’

A FORT William teenager will embark 
on a year-long volunteer trip to Malaysia 
this summer - if she can fund the 
venture. 

Margaret MacIver, 17, has signed 
up with the Project Trust to work with 
young people and adults at an outdoor 
education centre in the south Asian 
country, assisting in activities such as 
sailing and trekking. 

The sixth year student at Lochaber 
High School has been given a target of 
£5,600 by the trust to raise before her 
trip in August. However, that doesn’t 
cover vaccinations, visa, passport or 
spending money - so the total she will 
need will be much higher. 

Margaret told The Oban Times: ‘We 
had a talk about the project in school 

and I decided it is something I really 
want to do. 

‘I have a lot of money to raise so I’ll be 
kept busy but it’ll be worth it.’

Next fundraiser for Margaret is a 
traditional Burns supper and ceilidh 
at the Alexandra Hotel on January 25, 
featuring members of Lochaber High 
School’s ceilidh band.

Margaret has already held craft fairs 
and car boot sales, and is planning a 
sponsored walk of the West Highland 
Way and a Ben Nevis climb to raise the 
funds needed for the trip. 

Tickets to the ceilidh cost £20. For 
more information, to buy a ticket or 
make a donation contact Margaret on 
01397 704616 or rebecca.maciver@
btinternet.com.

BUDDING moviemakers are being 
urged to enter the FilmG 2014 Gaelic 
open competition before the January 
20 deadline.

Project manager Floraidh Forrest 
said enough time remained as some 

had been shot over a weekend. She 
added: ‘Film submissions can be 
in any genre but must be between 

in Scottish Gaelic.’ The Youth 12-17 

competition closed just before the 
Christmas holiday with a total of 45 
entries, including Ardnamurchan 
High School who brought horses 

woman being evicted from her croft.  

A MASSIVE archaeological 
survey of old war sites in 
Lochaber will begin in March 
- with an army bomb disposal 
team on hand to deal with any 
explosive devices.

The experts will be 
working alongside Lochaber 
Archaeological Society 
to uncover artefacts and 
ammunition at Achnacarry from 
when the estate was used as a 
Commando training base during 
WW2.

Grenades and mortars could be 
among the items found, meaning 
the army team’s help will be 
needed with their recovery.

Searches and digs to be held 
around Achnacarry House 
from March until June include 
a full metal detection survey, a 
ground penetration survey and 
an examination of buildings by 
local surveyors.

former military operations 
centre area has been surveyed 
since WW2. 

The work is being funded by a 
£25,660 MoD grant and £2,000 
from the Lochaber Highland 
councillors’ discretionary 
budget. 

Around 200 people will be 
involved in the project, said 
Lochaber Archaeological Society 
chairman Robert Cairns. 

include Commando daggers, 
insignia and other memorabilia. 

He told The Oban Times: ‘This 
is a massive job. The survey will 
be the biggest so far in the West 
Highlands, if not Scotland.

‘We want a record of the 25,000 
men who trained at Achnacarry 
during the Second World War. 
Many lived and died there and 
it wasn’t just British men, there 
were soldiers from France, 
Canada, Poland and Belgium. 

Driver had 
no licence or 
insurance
A SPEAN Bridge man has been 

after pleading guilty to driving 
without a licence or insurance.  

Alastair Brockie, of Flat 2, 
Killiechonate Lodge admitted 
driving a company car between 
Arivegaig near Acharacle and 
the main A861 on September 5 
last year, despite only having a 
provisional driver’s licence.  

The 34-year-old took the 
car from Arivegaig where he 
was staying in a caravan with 
colleagues and decided to drive 
home after an argument with 
one of the men. But he crashed 
the car into a ditch and hit a 
culvert pipe, writing off the 
vehicle and damaging the pipe, 
prosecutor Laura Ryan told Fort 
William Sheriff Court.

Brockie wanted to ‘avoid a 
physical confrontation’, defence 
solicitor Hamish Melrose said. 

Sheriff Noel McPartlin issued 

points on any licence Brockie 
may hold in the future. 

FORT William police station closed 
on Tuesday after 38 years on the High 
Street. 

Staff are now preparing for the 
launch of the new headquarters at 
Blar Mhor on the edge of town, which 

The now-defunct station opened in 
1976 and was built on the site of the 
original Fort William police HQ. 

The new Blar Mhor premises opened 
for business yesterday morning but 
will not be fully operational until next 
month. 

Control room assistant Shirley 

Robertson has worked at Fort William 
Police Station since 1979.

She said: ‘The building was getting 
really old and we needed more space 
but this one feels huge in comparison, 
I keep getting lost. 

‘It’ll take a while for things to 
feel normal because there’s a lot to 
get used to, all of our numbers and 
everything are different.’    

The purpose-built headquarters 
at Blar Mhor, two miles outside of 
Fort William next to the A830 to 
Mallaig, will also house a specialist 
roads policing unit and a Scottish 

Ambulance Service base. Councillor 
Brian Murphy told The Oban Times it 
was unclear what would happen to the 
old headquarters. He said: ‘We have 
been very keen to keep trying to get 
some kind of High Street presence, 
whether it’s someone at the council 
service point or not we don’t know 
yet. It’s protocol that when a public 
sector building becomes available 
it is offered to other public sector 
organisations who may want to use 
it. If there is no interest in it then as 
far as I know it will go on to the open 
market.’

Teenager denies 
assaulting father
A CAOL man has pled not 
guilty to assaulting his father. 

Reece MacIsaac, 8 Birch 
Road, is accused of repeatedly 
punching and butting the man 
on the head on November 16 
last year at the Old Glenlochy 
Distillery, Fort William, and 
on the same day at Nevis Road, 
Inverlochy.

The 16-year-old’s attendance 
was excused at Fort William 
Sheriff Court on Tuesday but he 
was ordered to attend a further 
hearing on February 4. 

Trial was set for March 3. 

Thieves target 
Glencoe homes
FORT William police are 
urging the public to be vigilant 
after thieves targeted two homes 
near Glencoe on Hogmanay.

Electrical goods were stolen 
from both properties next to 
the A82 in the Tigh A’ Phuirt 

conducting inquiries into the 
housebreakings and ask the 
public to report any suspicious 
activity, particularly in relation 
to rural premises, holiday 
cottages and buildings under 
construction. Anyone with 
information about these or any 
other incidents can contact 
Police on 101 or Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 555111.

A82 down to one lane until Easter for forest work 

Accident blackspot: the wrecked car near the Corran Ferry on Saturday morning. 20_f02car01

Robert Cairns, chairman of 
Lochaber Archaeological 

Society, will work alongside 
the Ministry of Defence in the 

first survey of Achnacarry since 
WW2. 

‘There aren’t many of them 
left because most of them have 
died in the years that have past. 
Their stories are going to be lost 
forever when they die so the idea 
is to capture some of the stories 
before they are lost.’ 

The artefacts found will be 
used to create eight interpretation 
panels, giving information about 
the items and the stories behind 
them, for installation at various 
locations across Lochaber.

Planned locations include the 
train station and the Commando 
Memorial at Spean Bridge, at 
nearby Gairlochy and two at 
Achnacarry House across the 
Caledonian Canal.

Bunarkaig Boat House and a 

woodland stretch known as The 
Dark Mile, both on Achnacarry 
Estate, together with Lochaber 
High School are the other sites.

The panels will have a 
barcode which when scanned 
with a smartphone will lead 
to the Commando Veterans 
Association website where more 
information can be found. The 
archaeological society hopes 
that it will eventually lead to a 
‘commando trail’ that locals and 
tourists can use to visit all the 
panels.

A DVD is also being created 
featuring interviews with 
veterans who trained under live 

veterans have been interviewed 
aged between 82 and 95. 

The end of the three month 
project will be marked with 
a commando memorial open 
day in the summer which Mr 
Cairns hopes will be in Caol 
Community Centre. 

He said: ‘We want it to be like 
a 1945 blitz ball, with lots of 
things going on and a bouncy 
castle for the kids. We’ll have 
a helicopter display by Her 

and a swing band.’
The Queen will be invited 

to the memorial event and 
there will be involvement 
from the Commando Veterans 
Association, the British Legion 
and the Soldiers’ and Sailors’  
Families Association.

Lochaber Archaeological 
Society is looking for people to 
help with digging or cleaning the 
artefacts. 

Anyone with an interest in 
archaeology, who would like 
to become a member or take 
part in the project can contact 
Robert Cairns on 07799495078 
or robertcairns363@btinternet.
com before the end of February. 

Maragret MacIver, 17, will spend a year 
volunteering in Malaysia when she finishes school 

this summer. 20_f02margaret01

The big flit: removal men load up the last contents from Fort William Police Station on Tuesday morning. 
20_f02station01
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By EMMA CRICHTON

Accident blackspot action call

Fort teenager sets sights on 
volunteer trip to Malaysia

Experts to 
dig deep at 
Achnacarry

FilmG appeal to budding moviemakers

Doors close on town centre 
police station after 38 years

Evening light on Neist Point, Isle of Skye

Barbara Jones
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After a pleasant voyage, we got safely and agreeably into the harbour of Tobermorie, before the wind rose. Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides, James Boswell.
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And when I came to a hill above Toigal I saw lying below me the 
mouth of the Morar River and a large bay of silver sand.In Scotland Again, HV Morton.
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Across
7 Footnote word (6)
8 Look into again (6)
9 Threesome (4)
10 Haggard (8)
11 Paint (7)
13 Affirm condition? (5)
15 Cliffside dwelling (5)
17 Dare to go (7)
20 Fizzy drink from fruit (8)
21 Dip between hills (4)
23 Floodgate (6)
24 Spring (6)

Down
1 Alpine transport or a shoe type (1-3)
2 Senseless behaviour (6)
3 Rope another in (7)
4 Slow speech (5)
5 Exit (3,3)
6 One who leaves without permission (8)
12 Astutely (8)
14 Pull the wool over someones eyes (7)
16 Representative (6)
18 Alehouse (6)
19 Flat collar of suit (5)
22 Storyteller (4)

GED IS DÒCHA shaoileas cuid gum bheil a’ bhliadhna air 
fàs sean mar-thà, ‘s ann Latha na Sàbaid seo tighinn a bhios 
An t-Seann Bhliadhn’ Ùr ga comharrachadh, agus tha mi ’n 
dòchas gum bi co-dhiù cuid agaibh a’ gleidheadh an t-seann 
chleachdaidh. Cha leig sibh a leas cus othail a dhèanamh ach 
dìreach aithne a thoirt dhan cheann-latha.

Tha mi ’n dòchas gun robh cùisean dòigheil leibh a’ cur fàilte 
air 2014 agus gun robh sibh am measg chàirdean. Bha mi fhìn 
‘s mo theaghlach fortanach da-rìribh a bhith, air a’ bhliadhna 
seo a-rithist, ann an cuideachd deagh sgioba aig Dannsa 
Bliadhn’ Ùire Meur Inbhir Nis den Chomunn Ghàidhealach. 
An còigeamh cruinneachadh den t-seòrsa seo a tha sinn air a 
chumail agus bha cuirm na bliadhna seo pailt cho math ri càch 
agus chòrd e sònraichte rium fhìn a bhith a’ faicinn theaghlai-
chean an làthair is sean is òg ri dannsa is fealla-dhà còmhla.  
Mar a bha mi ag ràdh an seo roimhe, chan eil sochair ann nas 
luachmhoire na deagh charaid agus chan eil àm nas freagar-
raiche na àm Bliadhn’ Ùire gus aithne a thoirt dha càirdeas a 
tha sinn an dòchas a leanas fad na bliadhna romhainn!

Ach mar a tha daonnan fìor, cha toir dùbhlain an t-saoghail 
fada air briseadh a-staigh air subhachas àm Nollaige is Bliadhn’ 

-
adh a rinn Urras a’ Phrionnsa a thaobh suidheachadh dhaoine 
òga feadh na dùthcha. 

Tha sinn air a bhith mothachail fad bhliadhnaichean air cho 
doirbh ‘s a tha e do dhaoine òga cosnadh a lorg agus bho chionn 
ghoirid tha an suidheachadh sin air fàs nas miosa buileach ri 
linn staid na h-eaconamaidh agus cuideachd leis gum bheil 
cead aig daoine cumail ag obair gu ruige seann aois. Ged a tha 
cothroman air foghlam cudromach,  saoilidh mi fhìn nach eil 
an inbhe a bu chòir ga thoirt dha ceàirdean gnìomhachail agus 
cuideachd gum bheil cus òigridh a’ ceumnachadh à cùrsaichean 
nach eil gan deisealachadh airson an seòrsa chothroman 
cosnaidh a tha coltach nochdadh. Gun teagamh, thig sgilean a 
bhios bunaiteach airson cosnadh sam bith à foghlam math ach 
nuair a tha eaconamaidh lag agus cothroman cosnaidh gann, ‘s 
coma dè na sgilean agus an rùn dreuchd a th’ aig òigridh, tha 
làmh-an- uachdair aig an luchd-fastaidh! 

‘S e an t-uamhas a sheall an rannsachadh aig Urras a’ 
Phrionnsa gum bheil còrr air trì chairteal a mhillean, ann an 
Alba a-mhàin, air feuchainn ri làmh a chur nam beatha leis cho 
ìseal ‘s a dh’fhàs iad le cion cothrom cosnaidh. 

LOOKING forward into a new year many will be aware of the 
continuing national challenge of unemployment among young 
people.

Evidence from research by The Prince’s Trust that some 
three quarters of a million young people in Scotland alone have 
become so depressed through lack of employment that they 
have contemplated suicide surely stresses the urgent need to 
address this situation without delay!

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk
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www.facebook.com/obantimes

Fireworks display
Bowmore greeted the New Year with 

display at the local harbour which 
delighted the large group of well wrapped 
up  spectators in attendance. An added 
bonus was that the weather gods smiled 
benignly on the event.

At the stroke of midnight the bells of the 
Round Church pealed forth to welcome 
in 2014 and provided the cue for the 
pyrotechnics. The display was sponsored 

came from frequent visitor Colin MacGill 
and from David Thomson of Ardnave. 

A collection taken at the event totalled 
£245, of which £130 has been donated to 
the Fire Service Widows and Orphans 
Fund. The remainder goes to the 
Bowmore Harbour Association. 

made their way to the village hall where 
many glasses were raised in a traditional 
Ne’erday celebration.

Torrie twins
FOR THE past three months Portnahaven 
residents Margaret and Calum Torrie 
have been down under in Australia where 
they were visiting their son Alasdair and 
daughter-in-law Taryn in Brisbane.

On October 4 there was much family 
celebration following the safe arrival of 
twin  boy  grandchildren Archer Malachi 
and Sullivan Gardener Torrie who were 
born in Brisbane’s Mater Hospital.

The twins are now coming on in leaps 
and bounds, the proud parents are happy 
but busy and the Ileach grandparents are 
delighted as are the Aussie gran and papa 
Barbara and Tony Wise.

The Torries are now heading back 
to Portnahaven leaving behind their 
boisterous grandsons and weather which 
is far removed from what is prevalent in 
the Rhinns of Islay at present.

Gathering performers
TWO YOUNG local singers will be 

The Torrie twins Archer and Sullivan.

among those providing the entertainment 
at the Glasgow Islay Association’s 152nd 
annual gathering on Friday March 7. 

Mairi MacGillivray of Keills and Alasdair 
Currie from Ballachlavain will be making 
their gathering debut when they appear 
before the city audience in the Glasgow 
University Students’ Union.

They will be sharing the stage with 
Robert Robertson, winner of the men’s 
gold medal at the 2013 National Mod, and 
with Ainsley Hamill, who was awarded 
the silver pendant for singing at the same 
Mòd in Paisley.

Also from the home island come the Ella 

and the instrumental music will be 
provided by accordionist Martainn Skene.

Kirsteen Grant will be the piano 
accompanist and the organisers hope that 

Pipe Major Andrew McCowan will be on 
hand to provide the opening selections. 
Guest chairman will be John MacLellan, 
manager of the Kilchoman Farm 
Distillery, and the event will be hosted 
by Janette MacArthur who took over the 
Comunn Ileach’s presidential reins in June 
of last year.

The association will also be paying its 
own tribute to Scotland’s national bard 
when it holds a Burns Supper in the 
Crawford Hall in Glasgow’s Beith Street 
on Saturday January 18.

The piper will be Greg Hanley, director 
Robert MacLellan will play the box, and 
included in the speakers will be Malcolm 

the association’s immediate past president.  

Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, Bowmore, 
Islay PA43 7JX. Tel: 01496 810658.

Celtic Connections 
2014
INCLEMENT weather over 
the festive period will have 
done little to instil optimism 
in those who traditionally 
describe the month of January 
as long, dark and bleak. 

But the opposite is true for 
those who are enthusiastically 
anticipating the start of Celtic 
Connections 2014 which 
has its opening concert on 
Thursday January 16 and runs 
until Sunday February 2.  

The concert programme 
has been in circulation for 
months so perhaps it is time 
to highlight some of the other 
activities taking place during 
the festival.  

On each of the Saturdays 
and Sundays workshops on a 
variety of different activities 
will take place, at a cost of 
£7 per session and some free 
for children, in the Royal 
Concert Hall and the weekend 
of January 25/26 will see a 
masterclass in traditional 
strings and a ukele school 
taking place. 

The former, with Alasdair 
Fraser and Natalie Haas, will 
be in the Royal Concert Hall, 
for intermediate to advanced 
players while the latter, to 
be held in the Holiday Inn, 
Theatreland on West Nile 
Street, will be for players of 
any level - but not complete 
beginners - and will be taken 
by Finlay Allison.  

The Kelvingrove Art Gallery 
and Museum will be the venue 
for a song school during the 
weekend of February 1/2 when 
some of Scotland’s top singers 
will conduct workshops 
on many different styles of 
singing.  

For those looking for late 
night entertainment there 
is no shortage. From 11pm 
to late, cost £5, Findlay 
Napier will host sessions in 
the National Piping Centre 
for those who prefer more 
relaxed entertainment while 
the recently refurbished 
art school, with host Kevin 
MacLeod, is the venue for the 
Festival Club where there will 
be jam sessions featuring the 
musicians in town at that time. 

If you prefer more intimate 
music this will be provided in 
the Holiday  Inn, Theatreland. 

Please note that these are 
weekend activities, Friday-
Sunday, with occasional other 
evenings.     

Local associations
YOU WILL note from 
the Diary Dates that two 
of the local associations, 
Clydebank and District and 
the Glasgow Skye, get their 
2014 programmes underway 
this weekend.  

At Clydebank it will be the 
normal monthly ceilidh. It is 

one of the few associations 
still to maintain such a 
format. The Skye will get the 
year underway with its now 
traditional and less formal 
family ceilidh which throws 
up some surprises.  

The plea for 2014 is to 
give support to all of the 
associations as they work to 
provide entertainment, as well 
as charitable support, in times 
very different to those which 
existed when they were set up.

Bagpipe tuition
TERM two at both the 
National Piping Centre and 
the College of Piping will start 
on Saturday January 18.  

Evening classes at the Piping 
Centre, Monday to Thursday, 
will commence from 5pm 
until 8pm in one hour slots 
with Saturday lessons on the 
same basis between 10am and 
noon. For more information 
contact Jonathan Graham at 
jgraham@pipingcentre.co.uk. 

At the College of Piping, 
evening classes take place 
from 7pm to 9pm Monday to 
Thursday and on Saturday 
from 10am to noon. For 
further information telephone 
0141 334 3587 or enrol 
through the website at www.
collegeofpiping.org 

Ceol’s Craic
AS PART of their 10th 
birthday celebrations, Ceol’s 
Craic is to stage a special 
screening of the BBC Alba 
music documentary ‘Celtic 

the inaugural visit of Celtic 
Connections overseas and 
which  brought a host of 
musicians to the city.  

The screening, presented 
by singer Kathleen MacInnes 

will take place in the CCA, 
Sauchiehall Street, at 6.30pm 
on Tuesday January 14 and 
admission is free. 

Diary dates
Friday January 10:
Clydebank and District 
Highlander’s Association 
Ceilidh, Napier Hall, Old 
Kilpatrick, 7.30pm.
Saturday January 11:  
Glasgow Skye Association 
Family Ceilidh, Crawford 
Hall, Beith Street, Partick, 
7.30pm.
Thursday January 16:  
Opening Concert of Celtic 
Connections - see above.

Pub scene
SCOTT Harvey will be 
playing in the Park Bar on 
both Saturday and Sunday 
with Nicky McMichan there 
on Friday while in the Islay 
Inn it will be Gunna Sound 
on Friday and Ragaels on 
Saturday. Neil Murray. 
Tel: 0141 954 8105. Email: 
neilfmurray@yahoo.co.uk.

Regular contributor Colin Armstrong of Coventry submitted this week’s flashback photograph which features the old road and the 
new road at Glencoe in days gone by. Prints or emails must be accompanied by a caption, name, address and telephone number. 

Anyone wishing prints returned must supply a stamped addressed envelope.

Old and new roads at Glencoe

Appeal to work 
together again
Sir, 
Your columns of December 5 
included a planning application 
by Scottish Water to build a 
replacement septic tank and 
outfall into the bay in front of 
Port Appin. 

I understand this outfall 
involves a large pipe raised on 
concrete cradles crossing Camas 
a Bhrothais towards the Sgeirr 
Bhuidhe Lighthouse.

I have two major concerns 
about Scottish Water’s plan.

Firstly, a lot of public money 
is to be spent upgrading the 
sewage system but only for half 
the village, ignoring the old 
systems from the surgery down 
to the pier. Secondly, I fear that 

spectacular view across to the 
lighthouse. 

Twelve years ago the Appin 
community persuaded the 
Northern Lighthouse Board to 
replace, in replica, the 1904 Ste-
venson Lighthouse rather than 
just replace it with a transponder 
as they accepted the lighthouse 
was an essential part of the Port 
Appin landscape. This current 
proposal will be an eyesore de-
spoiling one of the most attrac-
tive views in what is a part of the 
Lynn of Lorn National Scenic 
Area. What does that mean if 
not to protect that scenery? Is it 
not incumbent on Scottish Water 
to spend a little more money 
burying this outfall in the bay 
and not part-solve one problem 
by creating another?

Last year the Appin community 
worked harmoniously with Scot-
tish Water to improve the access 
and safety for lorries working at 
their Tynribbie Sewage Works 
at the same time creating a 

pleasant and safe access for 
the new Community Car Park.
I would ask Scottish Water to 
work with the community again 
to resolve this issue before it 
becomes a problem
Iain D McNicol, Port Appin.

Halting of Tiree 
Array welcome
Sir,
Power4Islay is a group of more 
than 150 people on Islay who are 
campaigning for transparency 
and honesty in the information 
regarding the development of the 
renewables industry in our seas. 

The halting of the Tiree Array 
is extremely welcome to us. 
The response from councillors 
Duncan MacIntyre and Roddy 
McCuish is dismaying to say the 
least. They seem to have swal-
lowed the line from developers 
that this huge industrialisation 
of our wild seas will actually 

If they had just done a little 
research on existing schemes 

carrots for councillors like them 
to nibble at.

The Thanet Offshore Wind Ar-
ray of 100 turbines was projected 
to produce 90 permanent and 
200 indirect local jobs, it in fact 
produced only 21. This means 
the public subsidy for each job 
is £3 million per year. Greater 
Gabbard Offshore Array of 140 
turbines receives  £1.3 million 
in subsidies per new local job 
created. All paid for by us, the 
consumers. It’s unbelievable.

And as one developer is quoted 
as saying in response to queries 
about few local jobs, ‘these jobs 
aren’t for gifted amateurs’.

Developers know that councils 
love to hear that there’ll be lots 
of jobs. When you actually look 

at the facts -  the developers 
exploit our environment, take 
the gigantic subsidies, employ 
workers and buy equipment 
from other countries. 

Research completed by Profes-
sor Hughes for Edinburgh Uni-
versity shows that the turbines 
themselves are proving to have 
only half the life projected by 
the developers at the time of 
building so, in effect, doubling 
the already huge costs.

Developers dangle these 
promises of how our region will 

all that it will. In fact it is likely 
that tourism will suffer thus 
reducing our economic viability. 
Do visitors come to see arrays of 
man made artifacts in our seas?

These developers must think 
we’re idiots.
Stuart Graham for Power4Is-
lay power4islay@gmx.co.uk

Craignish planning 
question
Sir, 
I write following your January 
2 article reporting the protest by 
Craignish Community Council 
(CCC) that Argyll & Bute 
Council (A&BC) had ignored 
their recommendation regarding 
a planning application that was 
clearly in breach of both the 
A&BC local plan and the CCC 
Plan.

In the article you quote an 
A&BC spokesman as saying 
that ‘the plan has been used 
to help determine a number of 

in the area’.
I know of one other application 

where the A&BC ignored not 
only the advice of the CCC, 
but also the advice of their own 
planners and gave approval for 
another development. I know of 
no others where the plan has been 

used as suggested by the A&BC 
spokesman, so perhaps he can 
let us know through your letters 
page when they have followed 
the advice in the plan in deter-
mining planning applications.
Colin Davidson, Former Con-
vener Craignish Community 
Council. 

Renewable energy 
progress
Sir,
Over the Christmas period in 
Germany, so much electric-
ity was generated by their wind 
turbines that the wholesale price 
of electricity became negative, 
meaning that the generators 
were having to pay people to 
take it away! 

Although this did not mean that 
the consumer got free electricity, 
it is interesting to compare the 
German situation with the Scot-
tish one.

Scotland has far greater 
resources of renewable energy 
in wind, solar, hydro, wave and 
tidal than has Germany but be-
cause of our slowness in taking 
advantage of these resources, 
we have seen electricity prices 
double in six years as a result of 
still being dependent on fossil 
fuel power stations producing 
our electricity.

However, we are making 
progress and it is estimated that 
the UK will produce a record 
amount of electricity from wind 
power this winter. What we 
must do is to continue to develop 
Scotland’s renewable resources. 
Not only could Scotland become 

-
able electricity, there is the 
potential of massive export of 
energy to the remainder of the 
UK.
David Pollard, Salen, Isle of 
Mull.

THIS week’s report into the sinking of the Speedwell off the coast 
of Easdale and the tragic loss of her skipper Scot MacAlister 
has raised questions surrounding the maintenance and safety of 

Boats less than 15 metres long are only inspected by the Mari-

be carried out by the vessel’s owner.
The check ensures safety equipment is working, the correct 

equipment is on board and a health and safety assessment has 
been completed.

But Speedwell’s owner, John Connell, wasn’t even aware the 
annual assessment existed. 

This begs the question - if the assessments don’t have to be 
submitted to the MCA what is the worth in them. Shouldn’t it be 
somebody’s job to make sure the forms are at least completed.

If this is happening with one vessel, how many others are in 
danger? 

The cars on our roads have to pass an annual MOT check, car-

can’t sign off their vehicles as roadworthy themselves. 
But boat owners can. 
In the light of this tragedy is it time to take another look at how 

assessments are carried out on vessels.
It may incur more cost and in these straitened times any expense 

is unwelcome, even if it is for safety, but if it saves a life and 
saves another family from having to suffer the same heartache 
as the MacAlisters then surely it is worth it.

Changes to sea safety required
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• The Butler (12A)
Cecil Gaines (Forest Whitaker) was a 
sharecropper’s son who grew up in 
the 1920s as a domestic servant for a 
white family. Eventually striking out on 
his own, Cecil becomes a hotel valet of 
such efficiency and discreteness in the 
1950s that he becomes a butler in the 
White House itself. There, Cecil would 
serve numerous US Presidents over 
the decades as a passive witness of 
history with the American Civil Rights 
Movement gaining momentum even 
as his family has troubles of its own. 
As his wife, Gloria, struggles with her 
addictions and his defiant eldest son, 
Louis, strives for a just world, Cecil must 
decide whether he should take action in 
his own way.
• Anchorman 2: The Legend 
Continues (15)
With the 70’s behind him, San Diego’s 
top rated newsman, Ron Burgundy (Will 
Ferrell), returns to the news desk in 
“Anchorman 2: The Legend Continues.” 
Also back for more are Ron’s co- anchor 

and wife, Veronica Corningstone 
(Christina Applegate), weather man 
Brick Tamland (Steve Carell), man on 
the street Brian Fontana (Paul Rudd) 
and sports guy Champ Kind (David 
Koechner) - All of whom won’t make 
it easy to stay classy...while taking the 
nation’s first 24-hour news channel by 
storm. 
• Moshi Monsters (U)
Join Katsuma, Poppet, Mr. Snoodle, 
and the other Moshi Monters in an 
action-packed, song-filled race against 
time! Together they must stop evil Dr. 
Strangeglove and his incompetent 
Glump sidekick Fishlips from pulverising 
the recently discovered Great Moshling 
Egg.
• The Railway Man (15)

Eric Lomax was one of thousands of 
Allied prisoners of war forced to work 
on the construction of the Thai/Burma 
railway during WW2. His experiences, 
after the secret radio he built to bring 
news and hope to his colleagues was 
discovered, left him traumatised and 

shut off from the world. Years later, he 
met Patti, a beautiful woman, on a train 
and fell in love. Patti was determined to 
rid Eric of his demons. Discovering that 
the young Japanese officer who haunted 
her husband was still alive, she faced a 
terrible decision. Should Eric be given a 
chance to confront his tormentor? Would 
she stand by him, whatever he did?
• Last Vegas (12A)

Billy (Michael Douglas), Paddy (Rob-
ert De Niro), Archie (Morgan Freeman) 
and Sam (Kevin Kline) have been best 
friends since childhood. So when Billy, 
the group’s sworn bachelor, finally pro-
poses to his thirty-something (of course) 
girlfriend, the four head to Las Vegas 
with a plan to stop acting their age and 
relive their glory days. However, upon 
arriving, the four quickly realize that 
the decades have transformed Sin City 
and tested their friendship in ways they 
never imagined. The Rat Pack may have 
once played the Sands and Cirque du 
Soleil may now rule the Strip, but it ’s 
these four who are taking over Vegas.
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The Butler Thurs 9th 18:00
Anchorman 2: The Legend Continues Thurs 9th 21:00
Moshi Monsters  Fri 10th 18.30 (screen 2)

Sat 11th 13.00, 15.30
Sun 12th 13.00
Mon 13th 18.30 (screen 2)
Tues 14th 18.30 (screen 2)
Wed 15th 18.30 (screen 2)
Thurs 16th 18.30 (screen 2)

The Railway Man  Fri 10th 18.00
Sat 11th 20.30
Sun 12th 15.30
Mon 13th 20.30
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Wed 15th 20.30
Thurs 16th 18.00

Last Vegas Fri 10th 21.00
Sat 11th 18.00
Sun 12th 18.30
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Thurs 16th 21.00
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Burns Club of Oban
Admission to this year’s

BURNS
SUPPER

On 24th January
Will be by ticket only. Priced £24

Tickets may be purchased at the Regent 
Hotel on 13th, 14th & 20th January 

between 6.30 and 8pm.

Alternatively ring 
John MacLean 01631 565519 
or Ken Oxland 01631 566010

THURSDAY - January 9
Sale at United Auctions, Stirling Agricultural Centre, Stirling.
10.30am, Ramblers Scotland Barcaldine walk, meet Fort William Woollen 
Mill car park at 9.30am, Oban’s Longsdale Road car park at 10am or 
Ballachulish tourist info at 10am.
6pm, Circuit Training, Dalmally Community Hall.
7.30pm, Oban Accordion and Fiddle Club, Argyllshire Gathering Halls, 
Oban.
8pm, Lochaber Local History Meeting, Ben Nevis Hotel, Fort William.

FRIDAY – January 10
12.30pm, NFUS Argyll and the Islands regional board AGM, Tarbert Village 
Hall.
7pm, Dark Sky Evening, Glen Nevis Visitor Centre, Fort William.
7.30pm, Oban Art Society talk, Lorn Resource Centre, Oban.
7.45pm, Ballroom and Latin Dance Class, Dalmally Community Hall.
8pm, Oban Mic, O’Donnell’s, Oban.

SATURDAY – January 11
10.30am, Ramblers Scotland Roybridge walk, meet Oban’s Longsdale Road 
car park at 8.30am, N Ballachulish PS at 9.25am, Fort William Woollen Mill 
at 9.55am or Spean Bridge Woollen Mill at 10.15am.
7pm, Dalmally PS quiz, Community Centre, Dalmally.
7.45pm, Old New Year’s Night Ceilidh, Royal Hotel, Oban.
DJ Jokerman, O’Donnell’s, Oban.
9pm, Mike MacFarlane, The Clachaig Inn, Glencoe.

MONDAY – January 13
11.30am, Sale at Caledonian Marts, Stirling.

TUESDAY – January 14
7.30pm, Ladies Section Whist Drive, Oban Golf Club.

WEDNESDAY – January 15
Sale at United Auctions, Stirling Agricultural Centre, Stirling.

THURSDAY – January 16
Sale at United Auctions, Stirling Agricultural Centre, Stirling.
9.30am, Ramblers Scotland Kinlochleven walk, meet Oban’s Longsdale 
road car park at 8am, Fort William Woollen Mill at 8.30am or Glencoe 
Village car park at 9am.

FRIDAY - January 17
7.30pm, Quiz Night in aid of Oban Pipe Band, Masonic Lodge, Oban.

THE OBAN TIMES 
FREE EVENT LISTING

Send your events to whatson@obantimes.co.uk.

OBAN ART SOCIETY
Talk / Demonstration 

By Bob McCulloch
From Photo to Painting
Friday 10th January

in The Lorn Resource 
Centre, Soroba Road, 

Oban
7.30pm to 9.30pm
Visitors welcome

A WOMAN who has spent 
60 years with a single choir 
has been presented with an 
award for her remarkable 
achievement.

Irene Main, who sings 

with St John’s Choir, was 

from the Royal School of 
Church Music (RSCM) and a 
celebration cake last Sunday.

It is believed Irene is the 

longest serving chorister with 
RSCM, with the organisation 
saying it is ‘highly unusual’ 
for any chorister to have as 
many as 60 years solely in 
one choir.

Irene Main being presented her certificate by Reverend Nicki McNelly.

AROUND £3,500 was 
raised for charity at Oban’s 
Family Hogmanay Party in 
the Argyllshire Gathering 
Halls.

The event saw around 300 
people in attendance includ-
ing many children who all 

enjoyed the entertainment.

the evening were Oban 
Hospice, the Anthony 
Nolan Trust and Vasculitis 
UK – in memory of Oban 
Community Fire Station 
watch commander James 

Maitland, who passed away 
in December 2012.

Many guests also signed 

visits carried out in their 
homes, according to event 

MacInnes.

Irene recognised after 60 
years with the same choir

ONE OF the ‘front runners’ in young chamber music groups 
in the UK will be visiting Oban for a special show later this 
month.

The Maxwell String Quartet will perform in St John’s 
Cathedral on Sunday January 19 at 3pm, offering some of 
the greatest works in the classical world.

Graham Moore, Oban Music Society secretary, said: ‘If 
you’re new to chamber music or a seasoned concert goer I 
challenge you not to be moved by these works in the hands 
of Scotland’s rising quartet stars.’

As Enterprise Music Scotland residency artists 2011 
to 2013, the Maxwells became the most sought-after and 
widely performing chamber ensemble in Scotland. 

Founded in 2010, its members met studying at the Royal 
Conservatoire of Scotland; in 2011 they were named the 

They have gone on to perform widely across the UK at nu-
merous music societies and music festivals, and frequently 
appear on broadcasts by BBC Radio 3 and BBC Radio 
Scotland.

The Maxwell String Quartet.

Rising quartet stars 
performing in Oban

Charities benefit from Oban’s Family Hogmanay Party

TOP TRAVEL writers have named the Hebrides as 
their third favourite UK destination, behind London 
and Edinburgh.

The biggest-ever survey of travel editors and writ-
ers in the UK saw more than 100 people interviewed, 
with a combined 1,769 years’ experience in the travel 
industry.

There was also a best beach category, with Luskentyre 
on the Isle of Harris coming in seventh place although 

Scotland as a whole received the third most votes for 
its beaches. Many travel writers also said if they had 
to pay for their own holiday they would like to come to 
Scotland, with the country ranking in fourth place.

The journalists said they would go hiking, mountain 

Although the big carriers completed the top 10 in 
airline rankings, many well-travelled writers also spoke 
fondly of Loganair, remarking on its excellent service.

Top travel writers vote the Hebrides third 
favourite UK destination

A fundraising 

QUIZ NIGHT
in aid of OBAN PIPE BAND

will be held on 
Friday 17th January 2014
at 7.30pm in the Masonic 

Lodge, Albany Street
Admission:

£3.00 per person
(teams can vary from 2 to 6 

in numbers)

Am Mòd Nàiseanta Rìoghail –  An t-Òban 2015

OLD NEW YEAR BUFFET CEILIDH
in The Masonic Hall, Oban

on Saturday 11 January 2014 at 7.30pm
Fear an Taigh – Captain Eric Smith

Piper – Aaron Hossain
Artistes – Alasdair MacDonald

Morag Smith, Rebekah MacPherson, Charlie MacColl, 
Freddie Mackenzie

£9 admission to include Buffet Supper

It is easy to see why the Hebrides was named as one of the favourite UK locations with this stunning sunset at Callanish 
Standing Stones on the Isle of Lewis. Photo courtesy of dreamstime.com

Oban & Lorn Lions Club

Old New 
Year’s Night 

Ceilidh
In Aid of ‘CHAS’
In the Royal Hotel

Oban
Saturday 11th January

With
- Ceol An Aire

- Sequence Choir
- The Adele Askew 

Dancers
Pipers - Kate 

MacPherson &
James Divers

Tickets £5 (inc stovies)  
8pm start

A PAINTING worth £200 was handed over to Sandra Wilson after she won the Artmap 
Argyll 2013 prize draw. Sandra received the seascape painting from Mid Argyll artist 
Libby Anderson, left, after taking part in the art group’s open studios event. One of 

hundreds of people to take to the red dot Artmap Argyll trail in August, Sandra collected 
a red dot at each studio she visited. A guest at a minimum of five art studios, Sandra was 

entered into the Artmap Argyll draw, in which she won a £200 voucher to spend with 
the artist of her choice. 

Inveraray’s Loch Fyne Hotel serves up a taste of Scotland
A SPECIAL beer will be served up to punters at the Loch 
Fyne Hotel in 2014 as its owners commission a new lager 

Dubbed Heart and Soul, the beer has been specially 

commissioned by the Inveraray Hotel owner, Crerar 
Hotel Group. Brewed with Scottish barley by Belhaven 
Bestin, the lager has a biscuit aroma with a lightly malty 

Lochgilphead recently had 
the honour of performing 
the Royal Salute at Edin-
burgh Castle. 

Private Grant Roberts, 
who is a member of the 
Pipes and Drums of the 
Royal Scots 1 Battalion 
The Royal Regiment of 
Scotland (1 SCOTS), 
performed at the occasion, 
which marked the 65th 
birthday of Prince Charles. 
The 22-year-old, who is a 

former pupil of Lochgil-
phead High School, said: 
‘1 SCOTS which is based 
at Dreghorn Barracks in 
Edinburgh were deeply 
honoured to provide the 
Royal Guard and the Pipers 
and Drums at the 21-Gun 
Royal Salute.

‘The Royal Salute pro-
vided another occasion for 
the soldiers of 1 SCOTS to 
display their professional-
ism and pride in conducting 
such an honour.’ 

Private Grant Roberts, 22, performed at the Royal Salute 
at Edinburgh Castle. 

Lochgilphead 
piper performs 
the Royal Salute 
at Edinburgh 
Castle 

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.
com/obantimes

Home-Start Lorn
Fundraising 

Burns’ Supper
19th January 7pm

Waterfront
Restaurant
Tickets £15

Tel: 01631 566749
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Jack Lockhart
7 months Oban

001

Mackenzie Hugh MacArthur
21 months Isle of Tiree

002

Martha Teale
2 months Isle of Gigha

003

Ruby-Grace Ronald
18 months Oban

004

Mya MacDougall
3 months Oban

005

Arianna Lea Hendry
4 months Inveraray

006

Cameron Grant
10 months Oban

007

Connor Campbell
23 months Corpach, Fort William

008

Charley Kennedy
10 months Corpach, Fort William

009

Matthew
20 months Clachan Seil

010

Karys Clark
29 months Bunessan, Isle of Mull

011

Donnie Monk
13 months Caol, Fort William

012

Isla Macgregor Anderson
16 months North Connel

013

Heidi Poulton Ellis
7 months Tobermory, Isle of Mull

014

Autumn Angel MacDougall
27 months Oban

015

Catherine May Kangley
20 months Tobermory, Isle of Mull

016

Oliver Dunn
6 months Oban

017

Jack Cassells
5 months Oban

018

The Oban Times Bonnie 
Babies competition is back 
for 2014. Enter your little 
bundle of joy today for your 
chance to win a whopping 
£500 worth of vouchers to 
spend at The Co-operative! 

Plus, this year we will have 
£150 of vouchers for a sec-
ond place winner and £100 
vouchers for third place. 
The Co-operative Group 
is the UK’s largest mutual 
business owned by nearly 

eight million members. It is 
the UK’s fifth largest food 
retailer operating across the 
country with almost 2,800 
local, convenience and 
medium sized stores. Visit  
www.co-operative.coop. 

The competition will take 
place in weekly groups 
where readers are asked 
to vote for that week’s bon-
niest baby. For example, if 
your child is in group one 
and gets the most votes out 

of all the entries in that issue 
they will be entered into the 
grand finale. The baby who 
has the most votes from 
the grand finale, held early 
2014, will be crowned the 
Bonniest Baby of 2014. It 

doesn’t matter which round 
your baby appears in, you 
can keep voting every week 
from the date your child 
appears until the voting 
deadline, which we will 
announce in a future issue. 

We won’t count the votes to 
decide who goes into the 
grand finale until the voting 
deadline has been reached. 
Full details online at www.
obantimes.co.uk/bonnieba-
bies.

ENTER YOUR BABY TODAY! See page 7 or enter online at www.obantimes.co.uk/bonniebabies

Terms & conditions: The winner must be willing to take part in publicity. Photocopied voting coupons will not be accepted. Text 
messages cost £1 plus one message at standard network rate.  The deadline to receive votes by will be announced in a future 
issue and on The Oban Times website. One text counts as one vote. One coupon counts as one vote. The prize is as stated.  
No cash alternative. Voters must be aged 16 or over and must have the bill payer’s permission. Full terms and conditions at 
www.obantimes.co.uk/bonniebabies. Customer services: 01631 568000.

By text: 
To vote by text, text the word BABY followed by a space then the 
three digit number stated on the top left hand side of the child’s 
photograph to 88010.
Text messages cost £1 plus one message at standard 
network rate. The voting deadline will be announced in a 
future issue. 
By coupon:
Complete the voting form provided on this page and send 
it to The Oban Times, Bonnie Babies VOTE, PO Box 1, 
Oban, PA34 4HB.  Photocopied voting coupons will not be 
accepted. The voting deadline will be announced in a future 
issue. 

How to vote
Readers can vote for their favourite baby by text or by post, using the coupon provided on this page. 
You can vote for as many babies as many times as you like until we announce the closing date to 
register your votes. Just make sure you quote the number stated on the child’s photograph when 
voting. 

I would like to vote for:
Baby number*: ......................................................................
Baby’s name:  .......................................................................
Please post to The Oban Times, Bonnie Babies VOTE, 
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB.
*Baby number must be supplied.  This can be found at the top left of 
each baby photograph. 
Photocopied voting coupons will not be accepted 
and will not count as one vote. 
You may send in multiple voting coupons in one envelope.

VOTING COUPONVote for Group One’s finalist!

How the competition works

Isabella Rose Flannigan
11 months Oban

019

Chloe Bakos-Hodge
2 months Oban

020

Logan Campbell 
7 months Craignure, Isle of Mull

021

Leia Anne Butler
6 months Oban

022

Isla Jean McNulty
14 months Taynuilt

023

Izyan Khan
8 months Oban

024

in association with



Thursday 9 January, 2014 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 13FEATURE

Keep Warm
this winter

THIS year’s wind and 
gales seem to be 
making our homes 
colder than ice and 
snow this year, mak-
ing it all the more 
important to ensure 
your home is warm 
this winter.
The ongoing turbulent 
weather has caused as much 
damage as much as it has 
confusion outside, but there 
is no need to fret if you take 
the proper precautions to 
ensure your home is as cosy 
as can be.

Better still, it doesn’t have 
to cost the earth - and you 
can have your home warm 
enough for even a giraffe to 
feel at home without consult-
ing the bank.

Start by checking all your 
insulation, from windows to 
walls, ceiling to under your 

woolly jumper on your home, 
it is one of the most cost ef-
fective ways to stop the cold 
creeping through the house.

Make sure your pipes and 
boilers are properly lagged 
too. Something as simple as 
foam wraps can be picked up 
for just a couple of pounds to 
put around the pipes - but 
make sure you put them 
on when the pipes are cool 
as the last thing you’ll want 

blistered!

Maintenance on heating 
equipment is important too 
so make sure all your ra-
diators are bled and working 

should be warm evenly across 
the panel. If it isn’t, there 
could be air trapped inside 

and bleeding the radiator will 
ensure it returns to maximum 

Once those basics are done, 
you can start to have a more 
overall view of your home’s 
heating requirements. Is 

you buying from the cheap-

save you pounds and make 

These things are relatively 

numerous tools online to help 
you estimate your costs and 
your potential savings with 
alternative heating sources. 
Remember, the right heating 
source can vary depending 
on how you use your home. 
Those who spend all day 
in the house may wish to 
consider the cheapest for 
prolonged use, while some 
occasional systems, such as 
wet radiators, provide instant 
heat, although aren’t always 
ideal to be left on all day.

Think too about future costs.  
Heating from fossil sources 
is likely to become more 
expensive as resources 
dwindle and taxes increase, 
so perhaps consider moving 
to a renewable source.

Once upon a time such op-
tions were only affordable 
to the rich and famous, but 
items such as air and ground 
source heat pumps are re-
ducing in price - meaning you 
don’t need to have paparazzi 
following you before your 
bank balance can stretch to 
the investment.

Better still, funding is avail-
able from the government for 
some of these sources, so 
check and see what you’re 

eligible for before you take 
the plunge.

Such systems can not only 
save you cash by heating 
your home from sources that 
can be free - but feed-in tar-
iffs can make some options 
earn money for you, repaying 
your investment and making 

If, after all this, you feel you 
still aren’t getting the most 
for your money, perhaps 
try speaking to your energy 
supplier to see if you’re on 
the best rate or tariff for your 
circumstances. Some may 
move you on to a cheaper 
option, if available. If not, it 
might be time to consider 
switching to make sure you’re 
not being ripped off.

It all feels like it will be rather 

to check, so don’t delay and 
have a look at how you’re 
heating your home today. 
You’ll be surprised how even 
making one or two of the 
above changes can make a 

home.

Country Kiln

AFFORDABLE

Delivered Nationwide 

01560 483966 
www.WoodburningStovesLimited.com 

Woodburning & Multifuel Stoves
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01631 568021Business

ARRAN Brewery has joined 
forces with Brew Dog to 
campaign against the brewing 
industry’s trade body over the 
bitter matter of whether or not 

While at different extremes of 
the brewing spectrum, Arran 
Brewery and Brew Dog have 
united in calling for the Society 
of Independent Brewers (SIBA) 

as their American counter parts 

Others, within the membership, 

the term and even don’t consider 

A TRAINING programme being delivered 
to Marine Harvest staff across the globe 

The Blue Revolution is a development 
programme which aims to ensure all Marine 
Harvest staff understand the company’s 
determination to provide healthy food across 

But as Alan Sutherland, managing director 
of Marine Harvest Scotland, explained what 
could have been a dry, classroom-based 
programme was given an exciting edge 

work and the various outdoor activities we 
selected were designed to encourage people 

The outdoor adventure programme 
included a Segway safari, crate stacking in 
teams, archery and blindfolded RIB driving 

work with Marine Harvest in delivering 
such a substantial programme for their entire 
team,’ said Paul Mills, director of Glencoe 

involved activities to bring aspects of the 

also ensuring each participant had fun 
and ended the day on a high of personal 

activities were sessions on vision and 
values and updates on Marine Harvest’s 

The four key strands to the Blue Revolution 

the four teams taking part in each session 

For each session there were prizes for the 

More than 450 staff have taken part in the 

One staff member, Connor Mays, said: 

helped encourage a team spirit as well as 
being a fun way to get the message across 

New chairman 
takes up post at 
Scotch Whisky 
Association
DAVID Frost has taken up his 
position as the new chairman 
of the Scotch Whisky 
Association (SWA), replacing 
Gavin Hewitt, who has left 

Campbell Evans moves 
from his position as 
SWA government and 
communications director 
to become director of 

He replaces Pete Wilkinson, 
who retires after 22 years with 

David Williamson, 
currently SWA deputy 
director of international 
affairs, is promoted to the 
role of government and 

David Frost CMG, was 
director for Europe, Trade 
and International Affairs at 
the Department of Business, 
Innovation and Skills 
(BIS), the UK Government 
department focusing on 
economic growth and trade 

He is a diplomat by 
profession, and has been HM 
Ambassador to Denmark 
(2006 to 2008) and a director 
for both strategy and the 
EU in the Foreign and 

LOCH Fyne Oysters has announced a 

acquiring the Hebridean Mussels and 

buy over the Isle of Lewis based companies 
as part of an ongoing strategy to increase 

Both the Hebridean brands are well 
established mussel farming and processing 
operations, founded by Cree MacKenzie in 

sale of our mussel farming operations to 

company to continue to develop mussel 
farming and processing in Loch Roag on the 
Isle of Lewis and Lamlash Bay on the Isle 
of Arran, with their proven track record of 

to the highest quality standards and will 
secure and increase employment in the local 

Loch Fyne Oysters’ aquaculture director, 

this new development and are looking 
forward to working alongside the highly 
skilled and motivated workforce who have 
some of the most modern and up to date 
mussel processing equipment available in 

Situated just outside Cairndow, Loch 
Fyne Oysters was established in the 1980s, 
starting in a small shed in a lay-by at the 

In 1988, it moved into the old cow byre at 

In 2002 founder Johnny Noble died and 

The following year it became an employee 
owned company, with its shares owned by 

A restaurant chain, Loch Fyne Restaurant, 

Growing to 38 restaurants by 2007, the chain 
- but not Loch Fyne Oysters - was sold to 

ARGYLL building company MacLeod 
Construction has presented bricklaying 
apprentice Jamie Meechan, from 
Lochgilphead, with the company’s 

Jamie was nominated by the site 

management for the quality of his work and 
attitude on the Fyne Homes Development 
at the former high school site, in 

Jamie is in his second year apprenticeship 

one of approximately 18 trainees and 
apprentices currently employed by MacLeod 
Construction throughout Argyll, with others 
working in trades such as joinery, roof 
tiling, cement works, administration and 

SELF-employed people are being reminded 
that the deadline for online self-assessment tax 

Anyone registered as self-employed must 
complete a tax return by January 31 2014 to 
notify Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs of 

all their income and capital gains or to claim tax 

Advice
Argyll and Bute Council’s Business Gateway 

team said it was able to offer help and advice on 

FOR BOTH established 
businesses wanting to take a 
fresh look at how they operate 
and those thinking about making 
the move into self-employment 

Bute Council’s Business 
Gateway team is on hand to help 
with advice, information and 

Businesses in the Oban area 
can access a wide range of 
advice and support through the 

business advisers Barbara 

of funding and free specialist 
advice, to exploring ideas 
for marketing, improving 

the team at Business Gateway 

Bunnahabhain to 
launch oldest age 
statement whisky
ISLAY whisky distillery 
Bunnahabhain has revealed a 
plan to launch its oldest ever 
age statement whisky this 

Confirming that the new 

four decades’ old, Michelle 
Lansdowne, senior global 
brand manager for Burn 
Stewart Distillers, said the 
casks had been bought back 
from the distillery’s previous 

With only 100 bottles 
available for release, the new 
whisky is to be allocated with 
key markets, such as Canada 

Gerard Michaluk of Arran Brewery wants SIBA to define what makes a craft beer to stop the title being abused by large-scale 
producers. 

provincial or real ale producers 

Arran Brewery’s Gerald 

the street the difference means 
little, but to Campaign for Real 

by some as no more than a 
packaging format?

Crocock has waded into the 
argument by putting forward a 
balanced argument for and against 

journal, while the last meeting 
of the trustees overturned the 

previous meeting’s agreement 

brewers’ a compromise motion 

this is an argument that is going 

The American Craft Brewers 

While here in the UK without 

comply with none of those 
three fundamentals could, if 
they wished, call their beer 

market, as the largest companies 

HARRIS Tweed Hebrides is 
looking forward to further 
growth this year after ending 
2013 with orders up by 25 
per cent over the previous 12 

The Shawbost-based company, 
named UK Textile Company 
of the Year in 2013 as well as 
Scotland’s Fashion Ambassador 
of the Year, accounts for around 
90 per cent of Harris Tweed 

Chief executive Ian Angus 

surge in orders late in the year 
which means that we now have 

We start from a better position 
than last year, which was itself 

did not really begin until into the 

MacLeod Construction’s apprentice of the year, Jamie Meechan, centre, with his certificate and £50 cheque, with director Kenny 
Macleod and other members of staff. 

money and the only growing 
part of the beer market, so there 
is a lot to play for and the large 
global players have not been 
slow to enter this segment while 

and the movement that has 
generated the craft beer 
revolution thinks it is buying a 
traditional, small independent 
producer’s work and I don’t think 
they would be happy at being 
duped by a cynically marketed 
mass produced product dressed 

Brewers join forces 
in bitter beer battle

New Year but we have managed 
to get the message across that 
ordering early is the best way 
of ensuring that demand can be 

weavers as we are now able to 
provide them with year-round 

ahead, of course, but the current 
order book means that the early 
months of 2014 are going to be 

Meanwhile, the company 
will continue its international 
marketing campaign with a 
presence at two major events in 

Chairman Brian Wilson and 
creative director Mark Hogarth 
are attending Pitti Uomo, the 
world’s major menswear show, 
in Florence this week while 

marketing director, Margaret 
MacLeod is heading for Paris 
later in the month for Maison et 
Objet, the leading interiors and 

Mr Wilson, a former UK Trade 

keep opening up new markets 
and to work with existing clients, 
many of whom attend Pitti Uomo 

to use Harris Tweed in the year 
ahead, and an opportunity to 
discuss how we might work with 

a £1 million investment 
programme including the 
acquisition of 10 double-width 
looms which are being leased 
to weavers in order to bring new 

is well placed to offer support 
to existing businesses looking 
to grow,’ explains Councillor 
Duncan MacIntyre, Argyll and 
Bute Council Policy Lead for 
European affairs, sustainable 
economic growth and strategic 

available to help those looking 
to start up a business to make 
sure that they have considered 
all the vital elements and give 
themselves the best chance of 

Anyone considering starting 
up a new business can book a 
place at the free one and a half 
day start-up workshop running 
in Oban on February 25 and 

start-up workshop that took 
place in October was excellent, 

with every attendee rating the 

side of things and will look into 
how to go forward with my 

place at the workshop contact 
the Business Gateway team on 

Business adviser Angela Vernel 
is available in Oban at least once 
a week and she and Barbara 
Halliday are also available to 
visit business owners at their 

to meet with Barbara or Angela 

GROWING businesses in 
Argyll and Bute could be 
handed a boost after the local 
authority received funding 
to launch a £120,00 support 

The Business Gateway 
Plus programme is now live 
and offers grants, specialist 
advice and workshops to 
help businesses right across 
Argyll and Bute realise their 

The project is part-funded 
by the European Regional 
Development Fund and can 

for up to 26 businesses and 
advisory support for over 

Duncan MacIntyre, the 
council’s spokesperson 
for sustainable economic 
growth and European affairs, 

local businesses looking 

European funding support 
for this project means that 
council funds can go further 
and more businesses can be 

The Business Gateway Plus 
growth grant can provide 
discretionary grant funding 
to growing small and 
medium sized businesses 

The grant can be used 

to buy capital equipment, 
towards marketing costs 
or other costs directly 

Grant
Statutory costs, wage 

subsidies, training, property 
development and the 
purchase of stock or vehicles 

provide 50 per cent of project 
costs up to a maximum of 

To be eligible for support, 
existing businesses, over six 
months old, must be actively 
trading with a turnover above 
£70,000 and be projecting 
turnover growth within the 

Start-up businesses can 
apply for support only where 
they have been actively 
trading for at least three 
months and are able to 
demonstrate clear potential 

to achieve an annual 
turnover of at least £70,000 

of trading and further 

Anyone looking to apply 
should contact the local 
Business Gateway team in 

their eligibility and request 
an application form which 
also contains the terms and 

New year, new business ideas?

Support for growing Argyll and Bute businesses

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Got a business story? Call our newsdesks 
on 01631 568000 or 01397 703003 or email editor@obantimes.co.uk

Loch Fyne Oysters 
buys Isle of Lewis 

Tax return January deadline reminder

Harris Tweed Hebrides 

Company looks forward to further growth

Planning to start your own business?
Develop your ideas into a practical and effective plan to launch your business in this 1½ day 
workshop that incorporates business planning, finance, marketing and market research.
The workshop will:
• Help you to understand the need for a business plan, be able to describe your business and 

learn how to present your plan. 
• Give you the ability to manage a profit and loss account, produce a cashflow and 

understand the main sources of finance. 
• Be able to describe the role of marketing in the business, identify potential customers, 

understand the marketing mix
• Help you identify and complete the market research required to support your business plan.

Jan – 21/22, Helensburgh; 28/29, Dunoon
Feb – 11/12, Lochgilphead; 12/13, Mull; 25/26, Oban
Mar – 3/4, Helensburgh; 18/19, Campbeltown; 25/26, Rothesay

Practical Basic Book-keeping
Bookkeeping is an essential element of running a business. How else will you know if you 
are making a profit? This practical workshop shows how bookkeeping is used to generate the 
financial information needed for Income Tax, VAT, Corporation Tax, PAYE and National Insurance 
contributions. You will learn how to keep accurate financial records; understand the key components 
of bookkeeping including sales ledger, purchase ledger and cashbook; produce bank reconciliations; 
and understand VAT.

Jan – 22, Helensburgh
Feb – 12, Dunoon
Mar – 12, Inveraray; 19, Oban; 4, Helensburgh; 26, Rothesay

Is the Public Sector for You?
This workshop aims to provide you with enough information to decide if this market is for you. 
It provides an overview of the tendering landscape and some tips on successful tendering. The 
workshop is designed for companies and third sector organisations that have had little or no 
experience of tendering and would like to become ‘tender ready’. 

Feb – 21, Inveraray

Tender Portals made easy
This workshop will cover all aspects of using portals, specifically Public Contracts Scotland (PCS). 
It will ensure you are making the most of all the benefits, including ‘Supplier Finder’ and ‘Quick 
Quotes’, which will increase your opportunities in the public sector to help companies decide if 
tendering is for them and if so how to go about it.

Mar – 11, Inveraray

Quality Management Policy
The objective of this workshop is to show the standard of your business processes in relation to 
carrying out a contract and to improve your ability in the tendering process on the basis of quality 
management credentials.

Feb – 27, Inveraray

Build Your Own Business Website
Learn from scratch how to build and manage an attractive and effective website for your 
business. This workshop will show you how simple it is to develop your own business website and 
keep it up to date yourself. It is ideal for businesses that don’t have their own website yet, or for 
those who do but want to take control of managing it.

Feb - 11, Helensburgh; 13, Mull; 25, Islay

Improve your Business Web-site Performance
Aimed at small businesses that already have a website, this workshop is also suitable for people 
currently in the process of building a website. The course will discuss the four key success factors 
of website development: visibility, appearance, functionality 
and compatibility. It will cover issues including graphic design, 
layout, navigation, the online sales process, search engine 
optimisation, browser compatibility and site feedback.

Feb - 12, Helensburgh; 14 Mull; 26, Islay

To book a place on any of these workshops
please contact the Business Gateway team on

T | 01546 605459
E | business.gateway@argyll-bute.gov.uk
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WANTED

Caravans and 
motorhomes

Any make, Model 
or condition. 

Instant decision 
and payment.

Telephone: 
Mr Stewart

07783 638067 

4X4s

TOP PRICE PAID
INSTANT 

COLLECTION AND 
PAYMENT

ANY AGE AND 
CONDITION

URGENTLY
REQUIRED

CALL
07711 573308
01250 872424

S & S
SERVICES

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TO PROMOTE
YOUR NEW CAR

DEALERSHIP PLEASE
CALL: 01631 568000

SUBARU 
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

W.D. SEMPLE
www.wdsemple.com

Tel: 01499 302150

Tel: 01546 606767/
01546 606272

PEUGEOT
Campbeltown 
Motor Company

Tel: 01586 553200

S. D. MacDOUGALL
A U T O S E R V I C E S

All cars fully serviced and MOT’d by ourselves

Unit 6, Lochavullin Ind. Est., Oban
Tel: 01631 566502  01631 566470

MOT’s Car Repairs, Services and Car Sales

CAR SALES
2009 Kia Rio 1.5 diesel, 5dr, Blue, 17,000 miles................................ £5,200
2008 Vauxhall Astra 1.4sxi, 5dr, Blue, 44,000 miles...........................£4,275
2006 Vauxhall Corsa, 1.3 diesel, 5dr, Silver, 86,000 miles................ £2,795
2005 Vauxhall Corsa 1.2, Silver, 61,000 miles................................... £2,750
2005 Fiat Panda 1.2, 5dr, Blue, 40,000 miles .....................................£2,475
2005 Ford Focus 1.6, 3dr, Blue, 54,000 miles ....................................£1,995
2006 Vauxhall 1 ltr, 3dr, Black, 87,000 miles ......................................£1,850
2003 Vauxhall Corsa, 1ltr, 5dr, Blue, 59,000 miles .............................£1,750
2003 Vauxhall Corsa 1.2, 5dr, Green, 48,000 miles ...........................£1,675
Trelgo Bike Trailer carries 2 bikes ......................................................... £350

VAN SALES
2008 Vauxhall Combo Van, 1.3 CDTi, Diesel, White, 
78,000 miles, ....................................................................... £3,275 NO VAT

£2200 o.n.o.

3 door petrol hatchback.
2004 model 82k miles.

Car bought as first car for young person now 
working abroad so surplus to requirements.

Low running costs ideal starter car, 
new exhaust, good tyres, 5 months tax, 

10 months mot.

Telephone: 
01631 720349 

VW POLO
E 1.2 WANTED

All types of 4 
x 4 vehicles, 
Landrovers,

Toyotas, Nissan 
Navara, any 4 x 4, 

also considered 
non runners or 
MOT failures.

Telephone: 
01250 884306 or

mobile
07885 203020

WANTED

Any 4x4 vehicle 
Landrover 90 or 
110, Mitsubishi, 
Toyota etc, any 
4x4 considered, 
any condition.

Telephone: 
07864035750

WANTED

Any 4x4 vehicle 
Landrover, 

Toyota, 
Mitsubishi etc, 
high mileage, 
any condition.

Telephone: 
07423736722

Offers about 
£4,000

’05 plate 2005, 
52,000 miles, 

MOT March 2014.

Contact:
07732 975042

HONDA
ACCORD

NEW DACIA DUSTER AND SANDERO NOW IN STOCK

W.D. Semple
FIND US 

NOW AVAILABLE

The New Dacia Range
from £5,995*

Dacia Sandero = from £5,995*

Dacia Sandero Stepway = from £7,995*

Dacia Duster = from £8,995*

Sandero shown is a Laureate 1.2 16V 75 from £7,995.
sandero Stepway shown is a Laureate TCe 90 from £9,795.
Duster shown is a Laureate dCi 110 4X2 from £12,995.
Metallic paint optional on Sandero/Duster at £470.

CAR OF THE MONTH
Renault Megane hatch Dynamic 
i music DCi, blue, 
5door, 4000 miles 
£12,250

These are just a small selection of cars currently in our showrooms

USED CARS
11 Renault Megane Exp 1.6, 5 door, Ruby Red, 16,000 miles .............................................£8,950
11 Renault Clio Dyn T/Tom DCi, 5 door, Blue, 22,000 miles...............................................£8,550
59 Renault Scenic Dyn DCI 105, Blue, 40,000 miles...........................................................£8,950
59 Suzuki SX4 GLX 1.6 saloon, Cherry Red, 21,500 miles...................................................£6,450
60 Fiat Grand Punto 1.4, 5dr, white, 17,500 miles ..............................................................£5,650
10 Renault Megane Dyn DCi 106, 5 door hatchback, Silver, 25,000 miles ................................£8,950
10 Renault Clio Dyn, tom tom, TCE, 1.2, 5 Door, Black, 18,500 miles ......................................£8,500
10 Renault Megane 1.5 DCi, Met. Grey, 25,000 miles ..............................................................£7,950
10 Fiat Qubo Active 1.4, 5dr, silver, 13,500 miles ...............................................................£6,150
59 Renault Kangoo Exp 1.5 DCi, Blue, 39,000 miles...........................................................£7,350
09 Renault Modus Dyn, 1.5 DCi, Beige, 30,000 miles ........................................................£6,500
59 Fiat Panda Active, 1.1, 5 dr white, 35,000 miles.............................................................£3,950
58 Honda Jazz SE 1.4 Auto, 5 dr hatchback, Blue, 15,500 miles .........................................£5,500
57 Ford Galaxy, TDCI 75k, 7 Seater, Grey ...........................................................................£6,950
07 Renault Grand Scenic, 1.5 Diesel, 7 Seater ....................................................................£4,950
07 Vauxhall Vectra 1.9,  CDTI, 67K miles............................................................................£3,950
56 Astra 1.6 life, 5 dr,  Silver, 50k miles...............................................................................£3,950

COMMERCIALS
10 Renault Kangoo ML19 DCI, Black, 12,000 miles .............................................. £5,950 plus VAT
08 Renault Master, SWB, white ............................................................................. £8,000 plus VAT
56 Peugeot 206 TD Van, diesel sport, 55k miles, White, Many Extras..................................£3,500
02 Renault Traffic LWB, DCI, Red ......................................................................... £2,250 plus VAT

New Dacia range available for test drive today!

SELECTION OF LOW PRICE CARS UNDER £2250 TO CLEAR
CAR AND VAN HIRE FROM BOTH BRANCHES

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE TO VIEW A MORE
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF VEHICLES ON OFFER
Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street. Tel: 01499 302150 Fax: 01499 302281
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park. Tel: 01546 606767 Fax: 01546 606272

£1000 o.n.o.

02 reg,  MOT April, 
taxed till May

Only 31,000 miles.

Telephone: 
01586 820254 

or
07502 025722

FIAT 
PUNTO

ASTRA LIFE

£1500 o.n.o.

7 years old, 60K miles, 6 months MOT, 
6 months TAX, very economical

Contact Scott - 07825087422 or John 
07719942866

Harbro Country Store, Annat, Corpach
Tel 01397 772434 Open Monday-Friday, 9.00am-5.00pm
Saturday, 9.00am-12.00pm 
Harbro Country Store, Kilmory Ind. Est., Lochgilphead
Tel 01546 603804 Open Monday-Friday, 8.00am-5.00pm
www.harbrocountrystores.co.uk 

COMPLETE DOG FOOD

Woofers is formulated to meet the nutritional requirements 
of working and active dogs. 

Tasty beef and salmon

For life on the go...

QUADS & ATV’s – Full selection of brand new Suzuki King Quads. 
Also brand new Arctic Cat 700 Diesels in stock. 

Good selection of used quads in stock all serviced/new tyres/warranty

McCormick CX105, 2007, c/w Quicke loader........................................................................................................................................ £19,495
Zetor 6341 Super, 2002, 52 reg, c/w Mailleux MX 75 loader .............................................................................................................£14,495
John Deere 6100, 1996 P reg, c/w Quicke 940 loader new in stock ..................................................................................................£13,995
Case 4240 XL, 1996 P reg, 4WD, 2 spools, PUH/Drawbar, aircon, 1 owner ......................................................................................£12,995
Deutz 4.47 AgroXtra, 4wd, 1994 L reg, c/w Quicke 640 loader .........................................................................................................£12,495
Case 4230 4wd, 1994 M reg, c/w Quicke 750 loader/3rd service/joystick, 2 spools, PUH, 540/1000 PTO .....................................£12,495
Fiat Agri 82-94 DT, 1994 L reg, c/w Quicke 3260 loader/4ft bucket, 2 spools .................................................................................. £11,795
Landini 9880 Evolution 4wd, 2001 Y reg, 95 HP ................................................................................................................................£10,795
Massey Ferguson 390 1993 K reg, 1 owner from new, 12/12 shuttle ................................................................................................ £11,495
Zetor 5340 4wd 1994 c/w Hoqard loader/bucket, 70hp .....................................................................................................................£10,995
Case 885 XL, 1989 F reg, c/w Tanco loader, new in stock ......................................................................................................................£8495
Case 895 Super XL, and Case 885XL 1992 H reg, 4wd, 2 spools ..............................................................................................each at £8495
Renault 80.34, 4wd, 1993 K reg, shuttle box, HYD PUH, Perkins engine ............................................................................................£7995
Case 4210, 2wd, 1994 M reg, and Case 885 2wd c/w loader, 2wd, PUH, drawbar, 2 spools ...................................................... from £7495
Massey Ferguson 3095 4wd, 1992, c/w Grays loader, poor tinwork .....................................................................................................£5995
Massey Ferguson 3070 4wd, 1988 E reg, Autotronic 4x4 powershift ....................................................................................................£5995
Fiat 780 2wd, 1985 B reg, 2 door cab, 2 spools, PUH ............................................................................................................................£5495 
Massey Ferguson 550 2wd, average order .............................................................................................................................................£4495
JCB 801.8, 2006, twinspeed tracking, exoanding undercarriage, q-hitch, choice of 5 ................................................. from £8495 - £9495
Case CX 28 excavator , 2002, 3600 hours, c/w 3 buckets, rubber tracks ..............................................................................................£8995
Kubota KX36 mini digger, 2005, c/w 3 buckets, rubber tracks, 2600 hours ........................................................................................£7995
Kubota RTV 900cc utility vehicle, Camo edition, tipping body .............................................................................................................£5495

Gordon Agri, Loch Lomond. www.gordonagri.co.uk
Tel: 01360 661001   Mob: 07801 052 007  

Farming
Farming Focus

with Lucy Sumsion, NFU Scotland 
regional manager covering Argyll and 

the Islands. 

HERE in Glen Fyne we get a 
bit obsessed with the rainfall, 
and as Euan Warnock, NFUS 
group secretary, will tell you 
it is always raining when he 
drives past Cairndow. 

Alastair MacCallum, retired 
farm manager at Ardkinlgas, 
has been measuring the 
rainfall here for more than 
50 years. At the end of 
November he was feeling 
slightly disappointed as we 
had only had 80” for the year 
– our average is usually about 
120” and in 2012 we had 
more than 140”. 

But he was not to be 
disappointed as by the end of 
2013 it had crept up to give a 
grand total of 102”, still well 
below our average. 

But I am not sure many of 
us will remember 2013 for 
being a particularly dry year 
and it certainly ended in a 
wet and stormy way with 
2014 not starting much better. 
As I write this, I can hear the 
river roaring and see the wind 

window. 
But at least I can work from 

am not guddling through 
muck and mud trying to feed 
beasts or worrying about 
when I am ever going to get 
the slurry tank emptied. 

When struggling through 
the dark winter months, it 

to see that spring will 
inevitably come and bring 
with it those warm sunny 
days we all crave for in the 

depths of January. Whilst 
NFU Scotland cannot do 
anything about the weather, 
or accelerating us forward to 
spring, you can be assured 
that we will be doing our 
very best in 2014 to try 
and secure a good deal for 
Scottish farmers and crofters 
and to ensure that there is a 
sustainable future for young 
farmers coming in to the 
industry. 

Union members will have 
the opportunity to quiz a top 
team of industry experts, 
on these and other issues, at 
the Argyll and the Islands 
Regional Board AGM, which 
will be held this Friday, 
January 10, in Tarbert Village 
Hall starting with lunch at 
12.30pm. 

There will be an afternoon 
‘Question Time’ discussion 
panel, with Nigel Miller, 
NFUS president, Scott 
Walker, NFUS chief 
executive, Alastair Martin, 
NFUS Livestock Committee 
chairman, Bill Dundas, 
RPID principal agricultural 

Montgomerie, chief executive 
of the SAYFC. 

If you are a union member 
and would like to attend 
please contact me to 

welcome lots of members to 
the meeting, but if you are 
unable to come can I take this 
opportunity to wish you all 
the best for the New Year and 
hope to meet up with some of 
you during 2014.

cattle at their weekly primestock sale, 
comprising 86 bullocks and heifers, 

53 cast cows and bulls at its Stirling sale 
on January 2.

Thirty-seven bullocks averaged 237p 
per kilo and sold to 260p per kilo, 575kg 
Limousin from Shields Farm, Lochwin-
noch or to £1,704 per head for 675kg 
Limousin, Easter Mye Farm, Buchlyvie.

Forty-nine heifers averaged 231.5p per 
kilo and sold to 256.5p per kilo, 500kgs 
Limousin, from Knockhouse Farm, 
Dunfermline or to £1584 per head for 
640kg Limousin from Howkerse Farm, 
Grangemouth.

Twenty butchers cattle sold in excess 
of 250p per kilo to average 253p per 
kilo and sold to 256.5p per kilo (twice) 
Limousin Bullocks, from Craigton Farm, 
Clackmannan and Wester Coldrain, 
Kinross.

Eight Young Bulls sold to 220.5p per 
kilo700kg Charolais, Kirkton Farm.

233.5p per kg or £1,588 per head, 680kg 

Young Cow from Westwoodlane Farm, 
Blairdrummond. Also forward were 

Limousin Cows sold to 159p or £1265 
from Messrs Lindsay, Easter Frew Farm, 
Blairdrummond.  All Classes of Cows 
dearer.  Cows averaged 116.9p per kilo.

Leading Prices: Cows: Lim – 149p, 
£1155 Westwoodlane,  155p, £1095 
Keirsbeith,  153p, £1095 Meadowend, 
159p, £1265 Easter Frew;  BB - £935 
Knockhouse;  Sim - £985 Easterton;  Frie 
– 107p, £815 Park.

Cast Bulls: AA - £1215 Gartfairn.

1,526 prime lambs and 950 cast ewes at 
its Stirling Hogmanay sale. 

Prime Lambs sold to 241p and £99 for 
41kg Beltex’s from DS and RC Taylor, 

(+4.02p on the week).
Leading prices: Beltex – 235p & 

£96.50 Lurgan Farm;  Beltex cross 
- £232p & £95 Lochend; Continental 
– 225p MeikleSeggie, £94 Lettar; Texel 
– 200p Craigievern, £93 Ballinloan;  

Texel cross – 224p Glenalmond Farms, 
£90 Dyke &Wardhead;  Suffolk – 197p 
Boquhoun House, £81 Lochend Farm; 
Suffolk Cross – 194p Golland Farm, 
£80 Arnprior Farm;  blackface – 187p 
Braeleny Farm, £73.50 Dyke Farm.

Also forward were 950 Cast Ewes and 
Tups. Light Ewes averaged £42.81 and 
sold to a top of £57.50 for Cheviots from 
R Waugh, Summerhouse.

Heavy Ewes averaged £66.64 and sold 
to a top of £96.50 for Beltex’s from Mr 
Downie, Newton of Crathie.

Tups  sold to a top of £108.50 for a 
Texel from R McNee, Woodend Farm.

Leading Prices:
Ewes: 
Tex - £95.50 Torrax; Suff - £92.50 Tor-

rax; Bel - £88.50 Newton; Cont - £87.50 
Whitehouse; Cross - £87.50 Shieldhill; 
Chev - £71.50 Newton; Mule - £64.50 

BFL - £71 Gargunnock; BF - £47.50 

Suff - £102.50 Woodend; Tex - £101.50 

THE TRANSFER of funds from 
farm payments to rural development 
will be limited to 9.5 per cent in 
Scotland, rural affairs secretary 

The decision will apply to farming 
budgets from 2015 - 2020 and 
follows a short consultation on the 
Scottish Government’s proposals. 
The budget transfer from Pillar 

(rural development) is known as 

European Common Agricultural 
Policy (CAP) regulations.

Mr Lochhead said: ‘I have 
carefully considered all my 
options in light of the consultation 

an extremely wide range of views 
– with some respondents wanting a 
much lower transfer rate to protect 
direct payments to farmers, and 
many calling for a bigger transfer to 

increase support for environmental 
schemes. However, I believe the 
right thing to do is to stick to my 
original proposal and limit the 
Pillar-to-Pillar transfer at 9.5 per 
cent - a rate which I believe strikes 
the right balance of support for our 
farmers and rural development. This 
will deliver a rural development 
budget of over £1.3billion over the 
next seven years, much of which is 
invested in improving or sustaining 
farming – including essential Less 
Favoured Area support.

‘I have already said that I am 
minded to increase funding for 
agri-environment schemes by more 
than £350million over the seven 
year budget period, and I intend 
to allocate these funds – subject 
to consultation - without having 

in order to protect farm payments 
during what will be a crucial time 

for farming. We are also consulting 
on how the next CAP will includes 
measures to ensure greener farming 
practices.’

Mr Lochhead says negotiations 
continue in relation to the UK 
Government’s controversial decision 
not to award Scotland a greater 
slice of the CAP convergence uplift 
payment.

He said: ‘We are still pushing the 
UK Government to pass on the full 

rightfully belongs to Scotland, but 
it now appears there is no prospect 
of an extra penny being returned to 
Scotland in the next CAP whether or 
not they expect review ever actually 
happens. 

‘This is a huge sum of money 
that could be going direct to 
farmers or invested in priority rural 
development schemes as highlighted 
in the consultation responses.’

UNITED Auctions sold 4,988 prime sheep 
including 2,955 lambs and 2,033 ewes and rams 
at its January 2 Stirling sale. 

Lambs: Pitcairlie (SuffX) £84; Finmont 
(SuffX) £83.50; Finmont (TexX) £96; Strageath 
Mains(TexX) £91; Gilston (Chev) £81.50; Easter 
Buchlyvie (Mule) £84.50; South Flanders (Char) 

-
muthill (BTex) £98.

Lambs: Pitcairlie (Suff) 194p; Mains of Murthly 
(SuffX) 193p; Finmont (TexX) 215p; Drummie 

183p; Daldorn (Char) 183p; South Brownhill 
(CharX) 182p. Ewes: Easter Buchlyvie (Suff) 
£94.50; Kipperoch (TexX) £124.50; Strageath 
Mains (Char) £44.50; Kinloch (Mule) £69.50; 
Shanry (Chev) £78.50; Daldorn (BF) £48.50; 
Mains of Murthly (Lleyn) £44.50; Easter Lit-
tleward (HB) £79.50; Kepculloch (BFL) £79.50; 
Braeside of Lindores (BTex) £88.50; Easter 
Greenhill (X) £77.50; Shearerstone (Chev/Mule) 
£74.50. Rams: Easter Greenhill (Char) £98.50; 
Redheugh (Chev) £99; Daldorn (BF) £44.50.

Market report: United Auctions Stirling

Market report: Caledonian Marts Stirling

Farm payment transfer 
limited to 9.5 per cent

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes
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Based in our Oban office the successful applicant will be part of a small 
team selling advertising and features for our well established, award 
winning publications.
You will be responsible for calling new and existing clients to generate 
and maintain lasting business relationships. The successful applicant 
will benefit from on-going training, first class support, job stability and 
the opportunity to work for a professional company that believes in 
rewarding success and effort.
Please apply by email with full C.V and covering letter to: ali@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising Sales Executive
BASED IN OBAN

£ Excellent Basic + £ Bonus + Private Health Care 
+ Pension + Good Holidays

QUALIFIED REPORTER
We want to hear from you if you have:
> The appropriate experience and 

qualification in journalism
> Shorthand
> Ambition and enthusiasm
> Talent, self motivation and 

commitment
> A full current driving licence
> Knowledge of the West Coast an 

advantage

Financial assistance for accommodation 
where relevant may be available for the 
first three months.
Competitive salary + private health care 
+ enhanced pension + life assurance + 
excellent benefits and great working 
conditions.
Please apply by email with full C.V. and 
contact details to: ali@obantimes.co.uk

POSITION OF GARDENER
An enthusiastic and experienced gardener 
is sought to maintain and develop the 10-
acre garden at Conaglen House in the West 
Highlands.
The garden consists of lawns, herbaceous areas, 
rose/cut flower beds, herb garden, vegetable poly-
tunnel, bog garden and established woodland.
The successful candidate will be self motivated, 
hands-on and demonstrate good horticultural 
knowledge.
A competitive salary and benefits package is 
offered, including accommodation in a three-
bedroom cottage.
The employer may consider a couple for this role, 
incorporating other maintenance duties, depending 
on the skill set of the parties.
A full job description is available on request.

Please apply, including a full CV to: 
Conaglen Estate Factor, C/o Aryhoulan Lodge, 

Conaglen Estate, Ardgour, PH33 7AH
dmosgrove@broadlandproperties.co.uk

www.conaglen.co.uk

Proposed Assignation 
of a Croft

George William Mack is 
applying to the Crofting Com-
mission for consent to assign 
the tenency of the croft at 
Knockrome, Craighouse, Isle 
of Jura PA60 7XZ to Stephen 
Janes and Patricia Boyle of 20 
Parkhill, Richmond, Surrey.

If you have an interest in this 
application, you may submit 
comments on this proposal in 
writing or some other perma-
nent form to the Crofting Com-
mission, Great Glen House, 
Leachkin Road, Inverness IV3 
8NW (e-mail info@crofting.
scotland.gov.uk) within 28 
days from the date of publica-
tion of the advert.

Please note that any com-
ments you provide are part of 
an open process and will be 
made available to interested 
parties. Your comments would 
also be released under a Free-
dom of Information enquiry.

Lodge St. Modan No 985
The Installation Meeting 
of RWM Elect Br Robert 
Cruickshanks will be held on 
Saturday 11th January 2014 
at 3pm in the Masonic Hall, 
Taynuilt.
Installing Masters
Iain Alexander PM 985
Peter Barr PM 985
Harmony to follow.

The Regular Meeting will be 
held on Wednesday 15th 
January 2014 at 7.45pm
Annual Business Meeting (no 
degree being worked)
Ballot
AOCB
Test Fees Due

APPLICATION FOR 
APPORTIONMENT
SANNA COMMON 

GRAZINGS
Mr G Crerar intends to lodge 
an application for apportion-
ment of approximately 0.102 
hectares for the purpose of 
Livestock Handling.

The share position in the 
common is as follows:

SHAREHOLDER NUMBER OF
SHARES

Mrs E. Canning 1 Share
Mrs S. Cheadle 1 Share
Ms R. Gemmel 1 Share
Mr G. Crerar 1 Share
Vacant 1 Share

The applicant has a copy of 
the application which can 
be inspected by any person 
interested. 

Any comments on the appli-
cation should be lodged with 
the Crofting Commission, 
Great Glen House, Leachkin 
Road, Inverness IV3 8NW 
before 06/02/14.

A copy of any representations 
made will be forwarded to the 
applicant.

AUCHNACRAIG ESTATE
ISLE OF MULL

A cattleman is required to take responsibility for a 
renowned Highland cattle fold on the Island of Mull in 
Argyll, either as employee or contractor.
As the position is not full time, income can be enhanced 
by holiday house work on the estate (including general 
maintenance, gardening, cleaning and changeovers 
etc) all of which may be available for the successful 
applicant and/or their partner. 
The successful applicant will be required to live on 
the property where a house will be provided.  He or 
she will have previous experience with cattle, be 
responsible and self-motivated and able to work with 
minimum supervision. 

Richard de Klee, 23 Stafford Street, 
Edinburgh EH3 7BJ

Soldering technician 
(Electronics)

Permanent position based in Oban.
Preferred experience in hand 

soldering but training offered to 
right candidate.

Email enquiries to: 
info@precision-aquaculture.com

Ardgour Primary School
Temporary Cleaning 
Operative 2
Salary Rate HC02£7.50 - £7.68
Ref: HGH005517
For further enquiries please Business 
Support HR Hub – ECS Tel: 01349 868641
Please APPLY ONLINE at www.
myjobscotland.gov.uk . If you are unable 
to apply online and you wish to request 
an offline application pack, please contact 
Business Support HR Hub ECS, 
Tel: 01349 868640 (24 hour voicemail) 
quoting the post reference 
number below.
Closing Date: 
Monday 20 January 2014

C. & D. MACTAGGART
CLERICAL ASSISTANT

We are a legal practice who are looking to 
appoint an administrative assistant to deal with 
general clerical duties.  The role will involve a 
degree of client interaction and to assist with 
some cashroom duties and property.  Office 
experience would be preferable but training 
will be given to the successful applicant. We 
are looking for a confident individual who can 
think on their feet.   
Please reply with your details and employment 
history to C. & D. Mactaggart, Solicitors, 
Castlehill, Campbeltown, PA28 6AR.  
Closing date for applicants 
22nd January 2014.

Carr Gomm is a national charity providing quality care 
and support across Scotland since 1997.  

SUPPORT ASSISTANTS – OBAN, MULL & 
LOCHGILPHEAD

Full-Time & Part-Time: £13,684 - £15,284 pa (pro rata)

Relief: 7.02 plus paid annual leave 

Please quote your preferred locality and job reference number 387 
when applying for this vacancy

We are recruiting for full-time & part–time Support Assistant vacancies based 
in our Oban & Lochgilphead homecare and housing support services, and 
our Overnight Response team on the Isle of Mull.

Support Work covers the whole range of tasks to help people live in their 
own homes safely, to follow their interests, develop friendships and deal with 
health issues. If you believe that everyone has a right to live the life they 
want, we would like to meet you. You may be experienced and be looking 
to develop your career, or you may be new to this work and have the right 
personal qualities to build on. Either way, this is a chance to help people to 
make a real change to their lives. 

Carr Gomm also has opportunities for Relief Support Assistants across Argyll 
& Bute based in the following areas: Campbeltown, Lochgilphead, Oban, 
Lochaber as well as the Isle of Mull and Isle of Islay. Our services include: 
overnight response, care at home (days) and housing support (including 
support of homeless people).  If you are flexible and looking to work on an 
ad-hoc basis, we would love to hear from you, regardless of how many hours 
you can spare. Please quote job reference number 301 when applying 
for Relief work 

SOCIAL CARE CALL HANDLER – 
OBAN/LOCHGILPHEAD 

Social Work Emergency Service 
Full-Time: £15,670 - £16.314 pa

Please quote job reference number 389 when applying for this vacancy

This is an exciting opportunity to be involved in our social work emergency 
service which providing out of hours cover in Argyll & Bute. 

Based in Oban you will be responsible for responding to all calls which are 
received by the Social Work Emergency Service outwith normal office hours. 
You will require to listen carefully, establish the nature of the problem and 
decide on the required action. 

You will have excellent communication skills and be confident to liaise with 
a variety of people, internal and external to the organisation, working with a 
professional manner at all times. You will be computer literate with knowledge 
and experience of the Microsoft Office and the ability to learn new systems. 

As our services deliver throughout Argyll & Bute, car use is desirable, with 
mileage and travel time between visits paid.  

We offer competitive terms and conditions including: pension, enhanced 
annual leave and sickness, and training opportunities. We aim to provide 
services and recruit staff without discrimination.  For an application pack 
visit our website: www.carrgomm.org, e-mail: recruitment@carrgomm.
org, Tel: 0131 659 4770, or contact Carr Gomm, SPACE, 11 Harewood 
Road, Edinburgh EH16 4NT. 

Closing Date: Noon, Monday 
27th January 2014

The Scottish
Salmon Company

For an application form and job description, please contact: 
Angela Gibson HR Officer, 

The Scottish Salmon Company, Ardkinglas Estate, Cairndow, 
Argyll, PA26 8BH.  Tel. No. 01499 600 430

Email: angela.gibson@scottishsalmon.com
 Closing date for applications: 5pm Friday 31st January 2014

Visit our website at www.scottishsalmon.com 

MARINE OPERATIVE 

 Ref: Mull MO2/01/14

 Salary – £16,284 Per annum

The Scottish Salmon company is the leading independent producer of 
Scottish salmon. We are committed to high standards of animal welfare, 
sustainable operations and promoting a responsible environmental 
policy.

We are seeking Marine Operative’s within our Mull site. Candidates will be 
enthusiastic, self-motivated and be able to demonstrate prior experience 
in working within small, focused teams. Day to day duties will include 

net changing and boat handling. Previous aquaculture experience is 
desirable for this post; the company can offer further development and 
training opportunities through in-house training and also by external 
training providers. Preference will also be given to those candidates who 

including entry into the Company pension scheme. A full, clean driving 
licence is also essential.

Part-time Tele-Sales
For our Leisure and corporate work-wear range
Min. of 16 hours per week may work from home
Full product training, salary negotiable c/w bonus
Apply with C/V to Craig@highlandfasteners.com

HIGHLAND FASTENERS LTD.
23-25 Stevenson Street, Oban, PA34 5NA

REQUIRE

SITE SUPERVISOR
FOR NEW BUILD AND RENOVATION CONTRACTS 

THROUGHOUT ARGYLL & THE ISLANDS
CSCS SUPERVISOR CARD HOLDER PREFERRED

DRIVING LICENCE ESSENTIAL
SALARY BASED ON EXPERIENCE
WRITTEN APPLICATIONS / C.V. TO 

Kilmory Industrial Estate
Lochgilphead PA31 8RR

e-mail – lil@mkmacleod.co.uk

 335

26 January 2014
7 February 2014

 337

26 January 2014
 6 February 2014

339

26 January 2014
 5/7 February 2014

www.hie.co.uk/vacancies
E recruitment@hient.co.uk
T 01463 244 414

GREAT 
OPPORTUNITY 
for you to earn extra 

income working 
according to your 

time disposal 
from the comfort 
of your home or 

office or workplace.
for details contact 
larry133conlon@

gmail.com
Are looking for an

experienced 180/360º
Machine Operator

Rate of pay up to £11/
hour (+ OT), depending 

on experience
Tel: 07748 770858

PUBLIC NOTICES

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected at Municipal Buildings Albany 
Street Oban PA34 4AW, Monday to Friday 9am to 12:30pm and 1:30pm to 5pm. On Wednesdays, the Customer Service 
Points will open at 10am. At the alternative locations detailed below or by logging on to the Council’s website at
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications should be made to the above address 
within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref No Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

13/02867/PP Amendment to planning permission 10/00559/PP 
(Erection of storage shed, siting of portacabin and 
ten storage containers) - siting of 7 additional 
storage containers 

Craignure Storage Containers
Craignure Isle Of Mull
Argyll And Bute

Sub Post Office 
Craignure

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website: 
https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk
The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning 
and Regulatory Services, Whitegates Office Whitegates Road Lochgilphead PA31 8SY. 
A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website.
Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk



www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear 

Simply use the coupons on this page or visit the website and input your details there

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

removals & storage

stoves

Country Kiln

AFFORDABLE

Delivered Nationwide 

01560 483966 
www.WoodburningStovesLimited.com 

Woodburning & Multifuel stoves 

woodburning stoves
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mobility

COE CONTRACTS LTD
Fencing, Dyking, Landscaping and General Contracting

Thirty Years’ experience in…
Fencing, from garden to security.

Dry stone walling and all types of masonry
Landscaping and groundworks.

Operated excavator plant hire. 1.5 ton to 15 ton
COVERING LOCHABER AND ARGYLL

For a competitive quote call the office on
01855 811408    07979 867870

contractors

AFAM
Argyll forestry, windblown 

trees cleared, standing timber 
bought, fully insured.

Contact:- Michael Swailes 
07887608082

afamservices@tiscali.co.uk

tree services

Donald Rankin
Tigh An Oisean, Bridge Road,

Portree, Isle of Skye
Accounts Preparation 

for companies, sole traders and partnerships, 
charities, income and corporation tax, VAT & 

payroll bureau. Business plans, start up advice.
Enquiries welcomed from: 

LEWIS; HARRIS; THE UISTS;  SKYE AND 
THE WEST HIGHLANDS

Tel: 01478 612942   Fax: 01478 613091

accountant

Central Heating Systems • Underfloor Heating • Oil Fired 
 Natural Gas • LPG • Solid Fuel • Complete Bathrooms supplied 
& fitted • Tiling, Bathrooms & Kitchens • Joiner & Electrical work

New build and complete house renovations
Tel: 01631 562383 • Fax: 01631 565512

Mobile: 07774 480 393
Email: boydnjl@supanet.com

16 Airds Crescent, Oban, Argyll, PA34 5SJ
24 HOUR CALL OUT SERVICE

Plumbing & Heating 
Contractors Ltd.

plumbing

PERSONALS

home improvements

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Doors &  WindowsGarage Doors
GRP/Flat Roofs

Carports and Door canopies

Replacement Sealed Units

Conservatories/Porches

Ronald or Lachie 01631 720074 or 07776402550
gordon961@btinternet.com

13/01/93
HAPPY 21st BIRTHDAY
Kristina MacQueen

With lots of love from Mum, 
Dad & all the family xx

Active Retired Man, 

Home and Car owner, 

non smoker, non 

drinker, seeks woman 

55-65 for friendship, 

holidays, etc.

Highland or Island  

woman preferred. 

Genuine replies only 

to The Oban Times 

Box 6727, Mamore 

House, Fort William, 

PH33 6BA

accordions for sale

Refurbished House
To Let
Oban

Sea Views
3 bedrooms plus 

bathroom plus toilet
Offers in the region 

of £650 pcm

No DSS, pets or smokers
Reg 382244/130/28531

EPC pending.
Telephone 0777 5784981

01631 566 122
bellingram.co.uk

On behalf of Argyll & Bute Council 

For Sale Kilbowie House
Gallanach Road, Oban
Substantial waterside property with extensive grounds extending 
to some 0.6Ha (1.5 acres) or thereby.

Currently in office use but with potential for conversion and 
development to alternative uses, subject to statutory consents.

Closing date for formal offers: Noon, 30th January 2014

Offers in excess of £450,000 

TO LET

PROPERTY

to order 
visit

www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

or call 
01371 851 868

Oban Times
West Highland
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Tobermory, Isle of Mull
Kathy Collins
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After a pleasant voyage, we got safely and agreeably into the harbour of Tobermorie, before the wind rose. Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides, James Boswell.
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Goat Fell from Corrie harbour
Dennis Hardley
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Arran Banner
Isle of Arran

Evening light on Neist Point, Isle of Skye

Barbara Jones
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And when I came to a hill above Toigal I saw lying below me the 
mouth of the Morar River and a large bay of silver sand.In Scotland Again, HV Morton.
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inc. worldwide 
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 BUILDING / DIY
BOSCH SDS HAM-
MER DRILL 110V with 
case, working order,  
£49.99 Telephone 01631 
720369.
PAIR OF OLD PINE pan-
elled shutters, each 87.5 
inches X 31.5 inches, 
good condition, (Clach-
an),  £95 Telephone 
01880 740250.
RYOBI TABLE SAW 
ETS 1525 240V, working 
order,  £49.99 Telephone 
01631 720369.
TILE CUTTER electric 
240V, hardly used,  
£35 Telephone 01631 
720369.

 CAR ACCESSORIES
CITROEN DISPATCH 
REAR SEATS 2006 
model, rear triple seats, 
blue, vgc.  Free, pick 
up in Oban. Telephone 
07787 978223.
FORD FOCUS LIGHTS  
rear lights ( smoked) 
came off 2003 Focus,  
£20 Telephone 07950 
253281.
RENAULT SCENIC II 
roof Bars, 2003, unused, 
(Clachan),  £25 Tel-
ephone 01880 740250.
WINTER TYRES 5,000 
miles, 185/60 R15, £400 
new, any reasonable of-
fer accepted.   Telephone 
07759 969038.

 DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

BREAD MAKER Pa-
nasonic SD 253 bread 
maker in good condition,  
£20 Telephone 07759 
304705.
HALOGEN COOKER 
large cooker, includes 
books and trays,  £20 Tel-
ephone 07950 253281.

 DOMESTIC PETS
CAIRN TERRIER PUP-

-
cination, vet checked, 
wormed to date,  four 
weeks insurance, ready 
to go.  Telephone Contact 

Karen 01586 550360².
TRI COLOUR COLLIE 
PUP (DOG) smooth 
coated, good strong pup. 
Well socialised, very lov-
ing, house trained. Home 
reared, ready now. Make 
a great family pet.  Tel-
ephone 07733 483048.

 FURNITURE
ARGOS FOLDAWAY 
GUEST BED in very good 
condition,  £15 Telephone 
01631 720495.
BED single bed in good 
condition,  £20 Telephone 

Hours.
BED double bed in very 
good condition,  £49.99 
Telephone 01631 564848 

BEDROOM SUITE 1960’s 
decorated bedroom suite. 
Single wardrobe and 
dressing table with mir-
ror and matching stool,  
£49.99 Telephone 01631 

CHEST OF DRAW-
ERS small modern six 
drawer pine chest of 
drawers marked but 
perfectly functional,  £14 
Telephone 01631 564848 

CHEST OF DRAWERS 
modern small three 
drawer chest of drawers,  
£25 Telephone 01631 

CIRCULAR DINING 
TABLE and matching four 
stools, beech coloured 
table 900mm (just under 
3ft) diameter.  Stools are 
550 mm /21.5 inches at 
widest point,
Taynuilt,  £40 Telephone 
07766 241269.
KITCHEN TABLE small 
modern circular kitchen 
table,  £8 Telephone 

Hours.
SETTEE horrible brown 
two seater settee,  £4 
Telephone 01631 564848 

SETTEE Good condition, 
blue 3 seater settee,  £7 

Telephone 01631 564848 

THREE PIECE SUITE 

suite with recliner chairs,  
£22 Telephone 01631 

WARDROBE combination 
wardrobe,  3 drawers and 
mirror. Very attractive,  
£35 Telephone 01631 

 GARDEN
GARDEN TABLE AND 
CHAIRS aluminium 
circular table (70cm) 
and 3 aluminium chairs,  
£30 Telephone 01631 
358653.

 HEALTH AND FITNESS
EXERCISE MACHINE 
walking exercise ma-
chine, Made by ‘Body 
Sculpture’, with measure 
scale. Free for lack of 
space.  Telephone 01499 
302329.

 HEATING, FIRES AND
FIREPLACES

ELECTRIC RADIATORS 
2kW Dimplex wall ra-
diator (2 available) and 
750W Dimplex wall radia-
tor,  £10 each Telephone 
01631 358653.
STORAGE HEATER 
large with elements. Good 
condition,  £30 Telephone 
07950 253281.

 HOBBIES AND
CRAFTS

PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD White, Baby Blue 
& Baby Pink colours 
in stock available in 
A3/A4/A5 sizes, from 13p 
per sheet. Contact Krisp 
Print.  Telephone 01586 
554975.

 HOME FURNISHINGS
2 LARGE HALL MIR-
RORS pine surround,  
£25 each Telephone 
07528 769012.
3 LIGHT CEILING PEN-
DANT large metal ceiling 
pendants (no shades), 
painted verdigris effect, 
85cm drop x 58cm diam-

eter,  £10 each Telephone 
01631 358653.

 HOME OFFICE
COMPUTER TABLE 
metallic computer table 
on castors with three 
shelves. Very good 
condition. Buyer uplifts,  
£20 Telephone 01631 
565733.
DESK corner style com-
puter desk, good condi-
tion,  £5 Telephone 01631 

DESK AND CHAIR large 

70cm) with drawers, 

chair, adjustable with blue 
fabric,  £15 Telephone 
01631 358653.

 LIVESTOCK
FARM REARED DOG 
AND BITCH not working 
due to lack of time, free to 
good homes.  Telephone 
01631 770229 Bobby 
Campbell.
PUPS FOR SALE 
Beardie x collie pups.  
£120 Telephone 07515 
900453.

MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS, featuring 
spectacular photography 
of some of our most sce-
nic lochs, rivers, beaches 
and mountains. Places 
include: Stirling, Fort Wil-
liam, Glencoe, Aberdeen, 
Isle of Skye, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, Loch Lomond, 
Kelso, Aviemore, Forfar, 
Rum and Eigg, Shetland, 
Glentrool and Dryburgh. 
Always a popular gift 
for family and friends at 
home or abroad. Order 
on-line at www.scottish-
calendars.co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALENDAR, 
fabulous views of the 
West Highlands portrayed 
in this handy and con-
veniently sized calendar. 
Places include: Inveraray, 
Appin, Oban, Seil, Isle of 
Mull, Campbeltown, Tar-
bert, Machrihanish, Fort 

William.  Ideal for home 

on-line at  www.scottish-
calendars.co.uk

MISCELLANEOUS
SKIPNESS VIRTUAL 
GARAGE SALE Large 
selection of various items. 
www. skipness-garage-
sale.co.uk
WHEELIE BIN 240 
litre commercial wheelie 
bin (2 available),  £10 
each Telephone 01631 
358653.

 PET ACCESSORIES
HAMSTER CAGE as 
new, used for 1 week, 
large size with tunnels, 
water bottle, wheel etc, 
grey plastic with purple 
and yellow sections,  
£15 Telephone 01546 
870621.

 PRINTING AND
STATIONERY

PROMOTIONAL MA-
TERIAL Market your 
business effectively with 
professionally designed 

-
ers from Krisp Print.  Tel-
ephone 01586 554975.
WEDDING STATIONERY 
Ranges to suit all tastes, 
custom designs from your 
ideas, paper and card for 
those making their own. 
Contact Krisp Print.  Tel-
ephone 01586 554975.

 TOYS AND GAMES
PLAY MAT large boy’s 
road mat, still sealed, and 
unused, including a new 
pack of cars,  £10 Tel-
ephone 01631 720369.

 WANTED
HARD BODIED PRAM 
looking for a second 
hand hard bodied pram, 
if interested in selling one 
please . Telephone 07919 
465787.
SCRAP METAL all types 
of scrap metal, we uplift 
scrap cars, call Mr Cook, 
West Coast Scrap Metals.  
Telephone 01499 500638 
or 07787 991636

TO LET
Fort William

2 bed Flat, Fully 
Furnished
£500pcm

No DSS, Pets or 
Smokers

Tel: 01397 772861- Day
01397 772468 - Eve

Reg No: 01055/270/10080

EPC: D

West Coast 
property
service
www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk
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THE REGIONAL 
NEWSPAPER FOR THE 
WEST HIGHLANDS, 
ISLANDS AND ARGYLL

The Oban Times is the best-
selling weekly newspaper in the 
Highlands and is distributed via 
1742 newsagents every week

Lochavullin Industrial Estate,
Crannog Lane, Oban,
PA34 4HB
Tel: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001
www.obantimes.co.uk

Northern Editor
Stephen Norris
snorris@obantimes.co.uk
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Euan Paterson
epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

Web Co-ordinator
Marian Miller
mmiller@obantimes.co.uk

Editorial

& West Highland Times
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Oban 01631 568060
Fort William 01397 703003
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 Fort William
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Advertising  Sales Executive
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CHARITY DONATIONS

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of advertisements 
in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and the Advertiser 
on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space 
therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code of Advertising 
Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by 
the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing deadline, 
failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the 
advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or 
action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in the 
Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial failure (however 
caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled 
to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an 
advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the 
case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will 
be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from the advertisement.

shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund 
of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or 
the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or 
other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising from 
the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance 
with copy instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on 
a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise 
directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate 
of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher 
may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional invoice for the discount which 
will be treated as though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000 Fax (01631) 568001 

Advertising  Executive
Eilidh MacLennan
emaclennan@obantimes.co.uk
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MEMORIALS

OXLAND - 
BANNERMAN

- Both families are 
delighted to announce the 

engagement on New Year’s 
Day of Victoria Claire 

Oxland, daughter of Ken 
and Lynda, Laurel Road, 

Oban, to Hamish Jack 
Bannerman, son of Rory 
and Arlene, West Stuart 

Place, Hawick.

ENGAGEMENTS

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 12 January 2014

Epiphany 1
St John’s Cathedral, Oban

Baptism of the Lord
Holy Communion ................... 08:00
Sung Eucharist ........................ 10:15

Children’s Corner
Loop System

Large Print Hymn Books
All Welcome

Nicki McNelly, Provost
(01631) 562323

St Columba, Gruline, Mull
Holy Eucharist ......................... 11:00

St Columba, Bishop’s House, 
Iona

Holy Eucharist ......................... 09:30

CHURCH NOTICES

GRADUATION

Sara Stephenson, elder daughter of Drew and Fiona 
Stephenson, Balvicar, graduated from Glasgow 

Caledonian University with a Bachelor of Adult Nursing. 
Sara is a former pupil of Easdale Primary School and 

Oban High School and is now working as a Staff Nurse in 
Campbeltown Hospital.

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

CAMERON - GREENER -
Both families are delighted to 
announce the engagement of Ellis 
Mhairi Cameron, Benderloch 
to Mark Steven Greener, 
Barcaldine on December 30, 
2013 in St. Augustine, Trinidad. 
Congratulations from all family 
members and friends.
MCGEE-BROWN - Both 
families are delighted to 
announce the engagement of 
Kayleigh, only daughter of John 
and Rhoda McGee Bunessan, to 
Alec youngest son of Donald and 
Wendy Brown Tobermory on 
January 1, 2014 in Lanzarote.

WEDDING

Alan Robertson of Kinlochleven and Laura Paul of 
Cameron were married at Cameron Kirk on Saturday the 

4th of January 2014.
(Photo by Catriona Scott Photography)

WEDDING
HAMILTON - BROADFOOT 
- The marriage on December 
28, 2013, took place at Glasgow 
University Chapel of Lindsay-
Gail, elder daughter of Mr and 
Mrs John Broadfoot, Kelvinside, 
Glasgow to Ian Stewart son of 
Mr and Mrs Ian R Hamilton, 
Connel, Argyll.

DEATHS
CAMPBELL - Peacefully at 
the Lorn and Islands Hospital, 
Oban, on December 31, 2013, 
in her 76th year Jean Campbell 
(formerly McFadyen), beloved 
mother of David, Ann-Marie, 
Sharon, Malcolm and the late 
Richard, much loved nana, 
sister, auntie, mother-in-law 
and a dear friend to many. Very 
sadly missed.
HANCOCK - Peacefully, in 
the care of the Mackintosh 
Centre, Eric Hancock, beloved 
husband of Ina, much loved 
dad of Cathy, Isobel, Ivy and 
John, devoted grandad of six 
and great-grandad of four.  
Cherished brother of Ivy and 
dear father-in-law of Kelvin, 
Roger, Geoff and Bridget.  
Requiem Mass will take place at 
St Mary’s R.C. Church, Arisaig, 
on Monday, January 13, 2014 
at 12 noon.  Enquiries to John 
McLellan Funeral Directors 
Tel: 01397 702128
GRANT – Peacefully and 
surrounded by her family 
on Sunday January 5, 2014, 
Kathleen (late of Craignure, 
Isle of Mull) aged 84, after 
a long battle with ill-health, 
bravely borne, passed away at 
MacKinnon Memorial Hospital, 
Broadford.  Beloved mother, 
granny and aunt.  Funeral service 
will be held on Friday January 
10, 2014 at the Church of 
Scotland Dunvegan at 10.30am.  

donations, if desired may be 
given to Friends of MacKinnon 
Memorial Hospital.
HORNE - Peacefully at Lorn 
and Islands Hospital, Oban, 
after a short illness, Marjorie, 
loving wife of Robin, a dear 
Aunty and much loved friend.  
Funeral will take place at Perth 
Crematorium, Crieff Road, 
Perth on Tuesday January 14, 

please. Retiring collection / 
donations if desired for Cancer 
Research.
MACKAY - Suddenly, on 
December 28, 2013, Lorne 
Graeme Mackay, aged 47 
years, of 24 Kilmory Road, 
Lochgilphead (formerly of L 
& A Mackay Ltd), beloved son 
of Pat and the late Matthew 
Mackay (Corranmore, Ardfern), 
much loved father of Anne-
Marie and Laura and father-in-
law of Ryan.  Cherished brother 
of Orville and Adrian, dear 
brother-in-law, uncle and cousin 
to all the family.  A good friend 
and respected work colleague to 
many.  Funeral service will be 
held in Craignish Village Hall, 
Ardfern, on Friday, January 10, 
2014 at 11.00am, thereafter to 
Kilvaree Cemetery, Ardfern.  

retiral collection will be offered 
at service.
MATHESON - Peacefully 
at Eadar Glinn Care Home, 
Oban on Tuesday January 7, 
2014.  Molly aged 80 years.  
Beloved Mother of Ruby and 
John.  Loving Sister of Donnie, 
Iain and Alan and much loved 
Granny and Great-Granny.
PASCOE - On December 
29, 2013, peacefully at home,  
Lieutenant Commander Neil 
Deighton Pascoe, RN (retired), 
in his 83rd year, beloved 
husband of Anne, much loved 
father of Antonia and Sarah and 
a dearly loved grandfather.  A 
service of remembrance took 
place at Kilchrenan Parish 
Church, Argyll, on Wednesday, 
January 8, 2014, followed 
by a cremation at Cardross 
Crematorium, on Thursday, 
January 9.
ROBB - Christopher Andrew 
“Tiff”, retired farrier died in 
RAH on January 2, 2014, aged 
75. Tiff is survived by Peta 
his wife of 51 years, three 
children, their partners and 
seven grandchildren, also his 
brother Alasdair and family. 
A family only cremation will 
be followed by a celebration 
of his life at Carloonan Lodge, 
Inveraray at 5pm on Monday 
January 13, 2014. All friends 
and neighbours welcome.

SHAW STEWART - Jack, 
dearest husband of  Diana, 
father of  David, Patrick, Alec 
and Mairi, grandfather of Xa, 
Lachie and Gus, Tom and 
Geordie, Lily, Iona and Magnus, 
stepfather of James, Stephen and 
Emma, peacefully in Bradford 
on Avon on December 27, 2013. 
The funeral will be in St Mary’s 
Church, Arisaig at 11.30am on 
January 11, followed by burial 
at Morar Cemetery.
VENNELLE - Jack. Peacefully 
at Lochside Care Home , 
Helensburgh (formerly of 
Kilmelford) on December 31, 
2013, following a long period 
of ill health. Devoted husband 
to the late Rene, dear father 
to Anthony and Michael, and 
beloved grandfather to Karen, 
Gillian, Fiona and Rosie. He 
will be sadly missed and always 
loved. For funeral arrangements 
please contact The Co-operative 
Funeralcare on 01436 673322

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
GREEN - Bill and all the 
family would like to thank 
most sincerely everyone for the 
kind words of sympathy, cards, 

Many thanks to doctors and 
staff at Belford Hospital for the 
patience and kindness given to 
Jean during her stay. Also Dr 
Tangney and staff at Glen Mor 
Medical Practice for their care 
over the years. Special thanks 
to Fr Donald MacKinnon for his 
uplifting service, Scott of John 
McLellan, Funeral Directors for 
most professional services and 
West End Hotel for excellent 
catering. Finally to all who paid 
their last respects at the church 
and graveside. The collection 
for Belford Hospital (Ward 1) 
raised £318.88.
LESLIE - Alex and Moira 
would like to thank all who 
gave us kind words, cards and 
support following the death of 
our father, Henry.  Particularly 
family and friends, staff of Ward 
B, Lorn and Islands Hospital, 
Doctor Ewan Glen, Catherine 
and Agnes of Torosay Court, 
Rev. Dugald Cameron and Rev. 
Archie MacPhail for carrying 
out the service at Oban Parish 
Church, Ian and staff at Munns 
for their kind help and support 
and Kings Knoll for their 
attention to detail and personal 
service. Pop, we miss you and 
we need you every hour.
MACRAILD - The family of the 
late Mae MacRaild would like to 
thank everyone most sincerely 
for the many kind expressions 
of sympathy received in their 
recent sad loss. Also to all 
who paid their last respects 
at the church and cemetery, 
especially as the weather was so 
inclement. Our special thanks 
to Rev Adrian Varwell for a 
comforting pastoral visit and 

to May MacIntyre for playing 
the organ. Special thanks to Dr 
Smith and the doctors and staff 
of the Belford Hospital who 
cared so well for our mother in 
her last weeks. John McLellan 
Funeral Directors made a very 

with special thanks to Scott. 
A retiring offering of £500 to 
be donated to Ward 1, Belford 
Hospital.
RITCHIE - Alan, Jacqui, Mark 
and Norma wish to thank most 
sincerely all relatives, friends 
and neighbours for the many 
kind expressions of sympathy 
extended by ways of cards, 

personal visits, following their 
recent sad loss of Vera, especially 
to those who travelled in adverse 
conditions.  Sincere thanks to 
Rev Richard Corbett for his 
support and most comforting 
service.  Our appreciation 
to Scott Greenlees of John 
McLellans, for his funeral 
guidance.  Finally thanks to Cafe 
Beag for providing the catering 
and to all those who paid their 
last respects at the church and 
generously donated over £600 
to the Diabetic Association and 
Belford Hospital.
SIMMONDS - Mrs Sheila 
Simmonds and family wish to 
sincerely thank all who attended 
Billy’s memorial and funeral 
service at St John’s RC in Caol 
and at Kilmallie Cemetery. 
Thanks also to Fr Roddy for a 
lovely service, McLellan Funeral 
Directors, especially Scott who 
conducted himself with great 
elegance and professionalism 
in his work. Also to all friends 
and neighbours for the kind 
condolences received, which 
were greatly appreciated at this 

20 Kilmallie Road, Caol, Fort 
William. 

MEMORIAMS
BRIGHTMORE - In loving 
memory of my dear father Eric, 
who died January 8, 2009 and 
my dear mother Mary, who died 
January 21, 2000.
Loved and remembered 
everyday.
- Catherine, John, Clair and 
John, Corpach.
BROWN - In loving memory of 
Bill, died January 9, 2013.
Much loved and very missed 
by all your family at home and 
away.
CAMPBELL - In loving 
memory of Christina Campbell 
(Chrissie) died January 12, 
2004. A very much loved wife, 
mum, gran and sister. Loved 
and remembered always.
- Duncan and family.
CRUICKSHANK - 
Remembering Jimmy, a much 
loved husband, father and 
grandfather who died January 
15, 1999.

We remember the day you left 
us

But we miss you still
And keep you forever in our 
hearts
- From loving wife Kate, sons 
Iain, Dougie and their families.
EVANS - In loving memory of 
a dear mother Catherine who 
passed away 10-1-2008. 
Gone but not forgotten.
- Nigel, Hazel, David, Gareth 
and Kaitlyn.
HAY - Treasured memories 
of Jimmy, a much loved son, 
brother, brother-in-law and 
uncle, who died on January 10, 
1998.
Precious memories keep you 
near as time unfolds another 
year.
Forever Loved
Mum, Donald, Anthea, Iain and 
Families.
MACDONALD - In loving 
memory of my dearest niece 
Eileen Susan, who died January 
6, 2008, aged 41 years.
A daily thought
A silent tear
A constant wish that you where 
here
Cherished memories.
- Auntie Eileen and cousin 
Rhea.
MACGILLIVRAY - In loving 
memory of my dear mother May 
(née Wilson), who died January 
10, 1995.
Three little words
Forget me not
Don’t seem much 
But mean a lot
Just a memory fond and true
To show dear mother we think 
of you.
- Inserted by her loving son Jim 
and Helen.
MACKINNON - In loving 
memory of Lorna who passed 
away on January 4, 2010.
Wherever a beautiful soul has 
been
There is a trail of beautiful 
memories
All our love.
- Mum, Kirsteen, James, 
Rachael and Iona xx
MACLELLAN - Cherished 
memories of our dear grandson 
and nephew Christopher Allan, 
called to heaven on January 1, 
1991. Always in our thoughts.
- Inserted by family, Eriskay 
and Oban.
MACMILLAN - In fond and 
loving memory of our dear son, 
Mark, who died January 14, 
1991 aged 15 years.
The hardest thing in life to bear
Is to want your child and he’s 
not there
With tears in our eyes we 
whisper low
We love you Mark and miss you 
so.
- Love you always Dad and 
Mum, Ballachulish.xx
MACMILLAN - Treasured 
memories of my dear brother 
Mark.
Those we love don’t go away
They walk beside us every day
Sadly missed.
- Iain, Frances, Lucy and Cara.
xx
MACPHAIL - In memory 
of our precious son and big 
brother, Ryan tragically taken 
from us on January 7, 2003, 
aged 16 years.
At sixteen years of age
Ryan’s life here is done
It is hard to accept he was just 
having fun.
Growing to a man but still a wee 
boy
But we know to our lives he 
brought us great joy.
We love and miss you so much.
-  Mum, Dad, Jenna and Jason 
XXXX
ROSS - Lovely memories of a 
lovely daughter Gail MacKenzie 
who was taken too soon on 5th 
January 1994.
Gone from our sight but never 
our memory. 
Gone from our touch but never 
our hearts.
Remembered Always.
- Mum and David. x 
SIMPSON - In loving memory 
of my beloved husband, John, 

Thought for the week

A GOOD New Year to our read-
ers. 

Only nine months to the 
referendum, seven months to 
the Commonwealth Games, 
six to the World Cup, and only 
about twelve weeks to the Easter 
holidays.

It’s a thought, isn’t it? What 
will be exercising our minds in 
the year ahead?

Maybe none of the above are 

the major focus for us, maybe 
it’s more personal or family 
centred. 

But if we are honest, we have 
to admit that at times our think-
ing can be trivial, negative, and 
not very helpful.

One of the early Christian 
leaders, Paul, gave some good 
advice about positive thinking. 

This is what he said: ‘Think 
about the the things that are good 

and worthy of praise. Think 
about the things that are true and 
honourable and right and pure 
and beautiful and respected.’ 

The start of a year is tradi-
tionally a time for resolutions. 
Positive thinking – wouldn’t that 
be a good one for us all? It’s a 
thought!

James Beaton,
Oban Free Church

Positive thinking

Taynuilt dancer gets national call
AN ASPIRING ballerina, who trains at Ballet 
West in Taynuilt, has realised ‘a dream come true’ 
by performing with the Scottish Ballet in the world 
premiere tour of Hansel and Gretel, which opened 
in Edinburgh yesterday (Wednesday).

Natasha Watson was offered the place in the 
Scottish Ballet winter season after winning a 
bronze medal at the Genée International Ballet 
Competition in September last year. 

The 17 year old, who is also a Scottish BAFTA 
nominated actress, was the only Scottish candidate 

attracted more than 70 ballerinas from around the 
world.

The talented dancer is the youngest to tour with 
the Scottish Ballet in Hansel and Gretel, which is 

showing in the Festival Theatre Edinburgh until 
Saturday, before performances at His Majesty’s 
Theatre, Aberdeen; Eden Court, Inverness; Thea-
tre Royal, Newcastle; and the Grand Opera House 
in Belfast.

Natasha has been training in ballet since she was 
just three years old.

She said: ‘I love to dance and it is such a wonder-
ful opportunity to be offered this secondment to 
Scottish Ballet. I feel very privileged. 

‘The professional dancers have been with the 
company for many years and working alongside 
them every day is an inspiration to me.’

West in Taynuilt, where she is training full-time 
in classical ballet.

Natasha Watson is on secondment to Scottish Ballet.

A UNIQUE Mid Argyll home 
built in the 16th century has 
been put up for sale.

Kilmartin Castle is a semi-for-

round towers and original stone 
spiral staircase.

Situated to the north of Kil-
martin, the castle lies within one 
acre of land. 

It was built as a variation of 
the popular Z-plan, consisting 
of a main block lying north 
and south, with round towers 
projecting from the south-west 
and north-east corners. A small 

secondary stair-tower rises part 
way along the west front. 

The castle is currently owned 
by Tom Clarke and his wife 
Olive, who purchased it in 1988 
and have renovated the entire 
building. 

Ruin
Mrs Clarke said: ‘When 

we bought the castle it was a 
complete ruin and only had one 
gable end and no walls. We have 
worked on it ever since.’

The Clarkes, who now live in 
a castle in Cumbria, said they 
were selling the building reluc-

tantly, but hoped it would make 
someone a beautiful home.

‘My husband really likes old 
buildings and we think it is 
a really nice place,’ said Mrs 
Clarke. 

‘We come up once a month to 
cut the grass and maintain it, 
but it is 220 miles to Kilmartin 
and we are getting older so it is 
getting a bit far for us to come,’ 
she said. ‘We will be sad to let 
it go.’

The castle is on the market 
through estate agents Knight 
Frank for offers over £375,000.

Kilmartin Castle.

A chance to make your home a castle

who died suddenly on 06/01/11.
Always in my thoughts.
- With love from Fiona.
YOUNG - Flora J Young passed 
away January 9, 2005. A loving 
wife, mum and granny. 
- Loved and missed by all the 
family. RIP xxx
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Camanachd Association to create National Shinty Archive and Hall of Fame
-

Apposite
-

-

Administered

Financial applications

-
-

SHINTY

CARPET BOWLS

Benderloch top 
bowling league

SAFL teams get 
back to action 
after festive break

Myles gets his 
chance to impress 
Scotland manager

-

-

Fort face 
daunting trip
to face Nairn
‘We will go up there and have a real 
go - on the day anything can happen’

ATHLETICS

FOOTBALL

Callum Fraser, right, from South Laggan near Invergarry, was among the early leaders in the Aonach Mor Uphill Race. He eventually 
finished in a highly creditable ninth place. 

Match-less: Fort William squad members at their training session 
at Lochaber High School on Saturday. 20_f02footie01

Atmosphere

-

-

-

-
-

-

Drew Howie breaks away from David MacLean and Marc MacLachlan. 

Roared back

-

-

SHINTY

Big crowd sees Lovat win back the Lovat Cup

The Lochaber Building Supplies 10-pin bowling league resumed 
on Monday night in the Nevis Centre with The Bandits, above, 
looking to build on recent excellent form. From left, Manuel
 Costas, Hazel White, Bill Clark and George Band get ready to 

knock over a few pins. 20_f02bowls01

FOOTBALL

Myles in action during a recent 
game.

RUGBY

LAST
WEEK’S
SHINTY 
BALL
WAS
HERE. . .

I enclose £1 for 20 crosses (tick box) The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, 
but you may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to 
abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this 
coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

Name ........................................................................

Address ....................................................................

 ..................................................................................

 ....................................Tel No. ..................................

Please
tape your 

£1 coin 
here

SPOT THE 
SHINTY BALL
C O M P E T I T I O N

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 20 
attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB 
by 12noon Tuesday.

Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, 
mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof 
of delivery.

decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be 
shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding 
the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and 
void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund 
of the price of the coupon to any person who has entered the 
competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible 
to enter.

ALL YOU HAVE TO DO
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph 
opposite.  Now look carefully at the position of the 
players and use your skill and judgement to place a 
cross at the exact point where you think the centre of 
the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts 
on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on 
separate coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase 
by £50 per week until it is won outright.  To win the 
jackpot, the centre of your cross must be in the exact 
centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will 
be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of 
£25 will be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other 
prizes will be awarded that week.

WIN
£900

This week’s nearest the ball winners, 
who each receive £25 are:

I Macdougall, Soroba Road, Oban

S McGillivray, Lanark Place, Fort William



Sport

Weather
Thursday Sunny intervals
 Winds moderate westerly
 Temperatures 6°C to 8ºC

Friday Heavy rain
 Winds moderate south westerly
 Temperatures 4ºC to 8ºC.

Weekend Light rain
Outlook Winds moderate south easterly
 Temperatures 4ºC to 9ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, January 9, 2014
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm
Thur  05.45   1.5 12.13 3.1 18.20       1.7         **.**       *.*
Fri  00.25 2.9 06.57 1.7 13.47       3.1        19.28     1.8     
Sat  01.52 2.9 08.29 1.7 15.00       3.1        20.39      1.7
Sun  02.56 3.1 09.41 1.7 15.49       3.3        21.38     1.6
Mon  03.44 3.3 10.34 1.6 16.24 3.4         22.24     1.4
Tues       04.26       3.5 11.17 1.5 16.58 3.6 23.04      1.3
Wed  05.05   3.7 11.53 1.4 17.33 3.8 23.42       1.1
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

7

9

FRIDAY

The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with

13

Page 20
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YOUTH FOOTBALL
Oban Saints youths

OBAN Saints youth teams 
return after the Christmas 
and New Year break this 
weekend with the following 

Sports Club; Dumbarton 

Gearing up 
for Sports 
Hall Athletics

FOOTBALL
Double header

OBAN Athletic get back to 
action this Saturday when they  

in a double header - league and 

again be promoted in Argyll this 

for the Mid Argyll area being 
held at Lochgilphead Joint Cam-

-

in Argyll this winter and is 
promoted jointly by Argyll and 
Bute Local Athletics Partnership 

-
tion is for the Oban area on 

is the Kintyre competition to be 

Saturday, February 22 held at 

four local area competitions will 

-
gyll Final to be held at Atlantis 
Leisure in Oban on Saturday, 

Specialist equipment is used 

athletics indoors in a warm and 

in Argyll using sports centres, 

on to win Scottish national age 
group titles both indoors and 

Boys and girls are reminded 
that the Lochgilphead contest 

noon with entries taken from 

category and medals for all 

at all the local area competitions  

sport in Scotland with the Com-

this summer and it is hoped 
the young people of Argyll will 

of the Sound of Kerrera on New Year’s Day – tak-

Organiser Colin Kupris said the day had a ‘good 
-

Colin estimated the water temperature was 

without a wetsuit – thought it felt a ‘bit chillier’!
A full age range took part in the Loony Dook 

were greeted with a hot drink in the sailing club 

Hardy souls take part in annual Oban 
Loony Dook

Saints on Scottish Cup duty

Brothers Finlay, four, and Ruari Cottier, six, were among the 
youngest to take part. 16_t02loonydook01

Queuing up to dook in the chilly water. 16_t02loonydook04

ATHLETICS

Diving in to the Loony Dook head first. 16_t02loonydook05

Come on in, the water’s lovely! 16_t02loonydook03 

FOOTBALL
OBAN Saints senior team return 

round Fosters Scottish Amateur 
Cup tie away to Dennistoun 

2pm with referee John Quinn 

Craig MacEwan and Mattie 
Rippon for this important cup 

that they play in the Premier 

friendly match last Saturday so 
it looks as though we are in for a 

‘Due to the bad weather we 

period so the preparations are 

boys will be up for the game and 
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FORT WILLIAM & 
LOCHABER EDITION

THE OBAN Times’ editorial 
director, Stewart MacKenzie, has 
decided to stand down from his 
position.

Mr MacKenzie had been with 
the company for 25 years and 
was one of The Oban Times’
longest serving editors, taking up 
the role in 2001.

He said: ‘Following a series of 
tragic family incidents I can no 
longer devote the necessary time 
to the role. I have had to devote 
all of my time to my family.’

Mr MacKenzie began working 
for The Oban Times in sales, 
working on the Scottish World 
title, before becoming involved 
in print buying and editing the 
farming and sport sections.

As editorial director he had 
responsibility for The Oban 

Times and its sister titles The 
Argyllshire Advertiser, The 
Campbeltown Courier and The 
Arran Banner.

His achievements included 
leading the development of The 
Arran Banner from a newsletter 
to a newspaper design and pro-
ducing The Oban Times’ 150th 
anniversary supplement in 2011.

Mr MacKenzie, whose father 
Donald and uncle Alex both 
worked for The Oban Times
before him, said: ‘I was always 
surprised by the wide coverage 
that The Oban Times enjoyed. 
The newspaper has allowed me to 
speak to both local communities 

‘The stories I remember most 
are not always the big events. I 
can immediately think back to 

the train crash at Cruachan and a 
burning boat at Glensanda but the 
community stories are the ones 
that tend to stick in my mind.

‘It was a privilege and an 
honour to have been asked to 
direct editorial operations at the 
company.’

Howard Bennett, chairman of 
The Oban Times, added: ‘We 
are all sorry to hear of Stewart’s 

circumstances but understand 
the reasons for his decision.  

‘I have known Stewart 
throughout his long career with 
the company as indeed I knew 
Donald and Alex as valued 
members of the team and it was a 
great pleasure to work with them. 
Stewart leaves us with all our 
good wishes.’

Stewart MacKenzie is standing down as The 
Oban Times’ editorial director. 

Oban Times’ editorial director stands down

LOCHABER Food Bank handed out over 
£1,000 worth of food in two afternoons in 
the run-up to Christmas, organisers have 
revealed. 

The charity gave out around 350kg of 
provisions - enough to feed a family for 102 
days.  

Food bank manager Alex McConachie 
told The Oban Times: ‘I would like to say 
thanks to the people of Lochaber, without 
their food and monetary donations this 
wouldn’t have been possible.’

But he added: ‘We’ve been really quiet in 
the New Year because voucher holders were 

closed. There were people in desperate need 
but they didn’t know where to go.

‘We’re thinking about how we can avoid 
this happening in future. I would live to 
give out boxes in advance or make up 
emergency boxes that can be given out 
when certain places are closed.’

Eddie Hunter     
calls it a day
CAOL AND Mallaig councillor 
Eddie Hunter is to step down 
after almost seven years as a 
member of Highland Council.

Mr Hunter is moving to 
Renfrew to be with his wife 
Henrietta, or Henri as she is 
affectionately known. He was 
elected as one of three Independ-
ent Caol and Mallaig councillors 
in May 2007.

The 62 year-old former Bana-
vie Primary School head teacher 
said he expected to formally 
resign next month once the new 
owners of his present home in 
Caol are ready to move in. 

His departure means a by-

a replacement.
In a personal statement, Mr 

Hunter told The Oban Times:
‘Henri and I split last April after 
she said she was fed up living up 
here. I hummed and hawed and 
it was not until she said I’m off 
whether you’re coming or not, 
that I saw her mind was made 
up. She had a wee accident and 
I got a phone call asking me to 

She asked if I would consider 
moving in and I said ‘consider it 
considered’.’

He added: ‘I have no regrets. I 
have worked with a lot of good 

-
bers and I would like to thank 
them for their contribution over 
the years.’

Mr Hunter’s highlights during 
his tenure, he said, included 
the ‘massive investment’ in 
the area’s school estate and the 
contribution made to educa-
tional standards in Lochaber by 
parents, pupils and teachers.

He added: ‘I could not achieved 
what I have without the loyal 
support of my constituents.’

SNP councillor for Caol and 
Mallaig, Bill Clark, paid tribute 
to his ward colleague.

He said: ‘Eddie was very much 
involved, particularly on the 
education committee, and we 
worked together to bring about 
new schools and improvement 
to the high school. I wish him all 
the best for the future.’

THE LIFE of one of two 
Lochaber men killed in a horror 
road accident on the A82 last 
weekend will be remembered in 
Caol on Saturday.

Hundreds of mourners are 
expected to attend the funeral 
service for Davy McCook in St 
John’s RC Church at 1pm, which 
will be followed by a reception 
in Caol Community Centre.

Former detective constable Mr 
McCook, who came from Caol, 
and construction worker Stephen 
Lauder, 48, of Spean Bridge, 
died at the scene of the accident 
at the Brackletter junction near 
Spean Bridge. 

Mr Lauder was a freelance 
machine operator who 

Construction before Christmas.
He is survived by his partner 

Aileen, who works in Spean 
Bridge shop, and two daughters, 
Shauna and Jenna, from a 
previous relationship.

Mr McCook received long 
service medals after three 

was a stalwart supporter of 
Lochaber Rugby Club.

He is survived by his wife 
Angie, son Johnathon and 
daughters Becky and Rachael.

Rugby club president Alistair 
SPEAN Bridge, Roy Bridge and Achnacarry Community Council 
chairman John Fotheringham said Mr Lauder’s death had shocked 
the village.

He told The Oban Times: ‘We would like to pass on our sympathy 
and condolences to the family. It is an absolutely tragic situation. 
The village is shocked to the core. A couple of people I spoke to 

time an accident has happened there. A young Fort William man 
was killed there only two or three months ago. It is just tragic that 
it should have happened at this time of celebration, when families 
come together in happiness and contentment.’

happened just before midday. 

used cutting gear to free one of the casualties.
Fort William station manager Tony Collins said afterwards: ‘I 

would urge motorists to take extra care on this stretch of road and 
take heed of signs warning them of the slippy road surface.’

Police are appealing for witnesses to the crash to contact them, 
especially anyone who may have seen a northbound silver Peugeot 
307 or a southbound grey Renault Laguna at the time, on the non-
emergency number 101. 

Stephen Lauder: ‘A really nice guy to know.’

MacKinnon said in tribute: ‘Davy 
McCook was a long standing 
member Lochaber Rugby Club 
and joined when took his son 
Jonathan to mini Rugby at the 
age of seven, 11 years ago.
‘He was a great servant to our 
club and was always willing to 
lend a hand whenever he could.  

‘Although he never played 
rugby, Davy loved our club and 
being active in it and would 
encourage the youth of Lochaber 
to take the game up – he believed 
that rugby was a great sport to 
be involved in, teaching players 
good discipline on and off the 

‘He was the dedicated driver 
for taking youth and senior 

‘He was also one of the main 

display and helped on the bar 
rota. 

‘He always enjoyed a 
laugh and a wind up and his 
sudden death will leave a
huge hole in our club.

‘We would like to pass on our 
deepest condolences to all of 
Davy’s family. He was a great 
family man and his sudden death 

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Hundreds expected to attend 
funeral of death crash victim

is an unbearable shock for them 
all. 

‘Davy will be a major loss to 
the whole community, he was 
always keen to help anyone who 
needed it – any never looked for 
any thanks or recognition, he 
just liked helping people – he 
had a kind heart.’

Mr McCook’s daughter 
Rachael Elsie said on a social 
networking site on Sunday she 
was ‘overwhelmed by everyone’s 
kind words and support’.
She added: ‘We are all so 
touched by the sheer amount of 
people whose lives were touched 
by such a wonderful man and a 
true gent.

‘I’m so, so proud he was 
my dad. I’m speechless and 
completely devastated.’

Joyce Vickers from Caol, an 
aunt through marriage of Mr 
Lauder, said his parents Jock 
and Maureen were down from 
Inverness to celebrate the New 
Year with Maureen’s sister 
Kathleen in Caol.

She said: ‘We are all devastated, 
every one of us. We can’t believe 
this has happened.’

Spean Bridge Primary School 
head teacher Kate MacGillivray 
said Mr Lauder was well known 
to staff. She said: ‘He was a 
cheerful guy and a really nice 
guy to know.’

Mr Lauder’s niece, Nicole 
Lauder said on a social 
networking site: ‘RIP to a true 
gentleman, a guy who touched 
everyone’s hearts. 

‘He was so caring and always 
willing to help anyone, sleep 
tight up there and keep smiling. 
You will be truly missed by 
everyone. We will never forget 
you.’

Communities in shock after 
two die in A82 collision

Davy McCook: ‘A major loss to the community.’

Road closed for around five hoursVillage shocked by news 

Food bank’s £1,000 worth of handouts in two afternoons

Eddie Hunter. 20_f02eddie01

THE ISSUE of road safety 
on the A82 was discussed by 
Spean Bridge, Roy Bridge 
and Achnacarry Community 
Council on Tuesday night.

Speaking afterwards, 
chairman John Fotheringham 
stressed the needs of the griev-
ing families were paramount so 
soon after the tragedy.

He told The Oban Times: ‘The 
A82 is a dangerous road but it 
would be wrong for us at this 
particular time to speculate on 
what caused the accident.

‘We will be watching what 

happens when the police report 
comes out and we will be liais-
ing with Police Scotland and 
Bear Scotland on improvements 
that can be made to the road. 

‘We can then follow up what 
has been causing these ac-
cidents because there have been 
many at this particular spot.

‘Transport Scotland will get 
the report within14 days and 
they will know a lot more then. 
Clearly they have to do an 
investigation on the road and if 
there is anything they can learn 
from it.’

Road safety issue on agenda

Tel: 01397 705020

SHERATON 
furniture warehouse
lochy bridge fort william

Delivery service available

Open from
Monday to Friday 10am to 5.30pm
Saturday 11.00 am to 4pm

LAST FEW DAYS TO GRAB 
A BARGAIN IN OUR 

JANUARY SALE
SAVE £££££££’S ON BEDROOM FURNITURE

EXAMPLE, BUY A TALL 4 DRAWER CHEST 
AND GET ANOTHER CHEST ½ PRICE 

OR GET A BEDSIDE CABINET 
ABSOLUTELY  FREE !!!!!

A BIG CHUNKY 2 DRAWER DIVAN BED AT ONLY £249

MATTRESSES FROM £79

COME IN AND HAVE A LOOK AT OUR NEW 
MATTRESS RANGE AT GREAT PRICES

DINING SETS REDUCED TO CLEAR FROM £125

LIMITED STOCKS SO HURRY ! 

YOU CANNOT AFFORD TO MISS 
OUT ON THESE BARGAINS

WWW.FURNITUREINFORTWILLIAM.CO.UK
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A SPATE of accidents at the same spot 
on the A82 north of the Corran Ferry has 
prompted calls for an investigation of the 
road surface.

Local people have been growing 
increasingly alarmed at the series of 
incidents which, according to several 
sources, have seen at least six cars crash 
off the carriageway in the past two weeks 
within 200 yards of each other.

In the latest accident, a silver Fiat car 

had to be recovered from the ditch after it 
left the road around 10.50am on Saturday 
morning. The driver was uninjured, a police 
spokesperson said.

Resolved
Two years ago numerous crashes on bends 

before the Corran Ferry slip road prompted 
Transport Scotland to lay high adhesion 
surfacing and the problem was resolved. 

Brian Murphy, chairman of road campaign 
group The A82 Partnership, vowed to take 

the matter up with the authorities. He told The 
Oban Times: ‘Concerns have been expressed 
to me about the number of incidents in this 
area where cars have gone off the road and I 
will be taking the matter up with the police 
and Transport Scotland.

‘This stretch of road presents challenges to 
any driver at the best of times and if there is 
some treatment that requires to be done such 
as non-slip surfacing, then I think we need 
some action to ensure that happens.’

House sales up     
16 per cent
HOUSE sales in the Highlands 
in 2013 were up by 16 per cent 
on the previous year, according 

Highland Solicitors Property 
Centre.

2007 while the value of houses 
sold was also the highest since 
2008, up 15 per cent on 2012.
The average price of a home 
in 2013 was £162,089 –0.6 
per cent down on last year. 
House prices fell 1.8 per cent 
between 2011 and 2012. HSPC 
manager Sarah Woodcock said 
the number of properties on 
the market had fallen by 29 per 
cent, an indication that houses 
in the Highlands were now 
selling more quickly.

Man denies Caol 
Co-op theft
AN INVERLOCHY man has 
denied stealing two bottles of 
rum.

Jordan McPhee, 11 Dubh 
MacDonald Place, pled not 
guilty to taking the spirit from 
the Co-op in Caol on October 
24 last year. 

The case will continue to trial 
at Fort William Sheriff Court on 
February 6.

THE A82 south of Fort William will 
be down to one lane on Monday until 
Easter for work to stabilise a steep 
forest hillside above the road.

The Forestry Commission Scotland 
operation at Glen Righ will pave the 
way for the next phase of tree felling 
later in the year.

The work on the southern, steeper 
section of the site will involve rock 

scaling and boulder removal work.
One lane will be closed south of 
the commission’s Loch Linnhe car 
park from 8am to 6pm Monday to 
Friday. There will also be some 
short complete road closures of no 
more than 10 minutes outwith the 
rush hour.

The commission will liaise closely 
with emergency services during the 

short closures to ensure they are not 
delayed.

Project manager Alex MacLeod 
said: ‘Recent storms, which saw 
trees blow across the A82 at Glen 
Righ and at Loch Lochy have 
emphasised the need for us to deal 
with these steep ground sites. 

‘The slope stability work that we’re 
about to start will get the site ready 

for tree felling which will take place 
after Easter.’

He added: ‘We remain aware 
that our works do cause some 
inconvenience to road users and 
local communities but we will 
continue to work closely with our 
contractors, BEAR Scotland and 
Transport Scotland, to ensure that 
delays are kept to a minimum.’

A FORT William teenager will embark 
on a year-long volunteer trip to Malaysia 
this summer - if she can fund the 
venture. 

Margaret MacIver, 17, has signed 
up with the Project Trust to work with 
young people and adults at an outdoor 
education centre in the south Asian 
country, assisting in activities such as 
sailing and trekking. 

The sixth year student at Lochaber 
High School has been given a target of 
£5,600 by the trust to raise before her 
trip in August. However, that doesn’t 
cover vaccinations, visa, passport or 
spending money - so the total she will 
need will be much higher. 

Margaret told The Oban Times: ‘We 
had a talk about the project in school 

and I decided it is something I really 
want to do. 

‘I have a lot of money to raise so I’ll be 
kept busy but it’ll be worth it.’

Next fundraiser for Margaret is a 
traditional Burns supper and ceilidh 
at the Alexandra Hotel on January 25, 
featuring members of Lochaber High 
School’s ceilidh band.

Margaret has already held craft fairs 
and car boot sales, and is planning a 
sponsored walk of the West Highland 
Way and a Ben Nevis climb to raise the 
funds needed for the trip. 

Tickets to the ceilidh cost £20. For 
more information, to buy a ticket or 
make a donation contact Margaret on 
01397 704616 or rebecca.maciver@
btinternet.com.

BUDDING moviemakers are being 
urged to enter the FilmG 2014 Gaelic 
open competition before the January 
20 deadline.

Project manager Floraidh Forrest 
said enough time remained as some 

had been shot over a weekend. She 
added: ‘Film submissions can be 
in any genre but must be between 

in Scottish Gaelic.’ The Youth 12-17 

competition closed just before the 
Christmas holiday with a total of 45 
entries, including Ardnamurchan 
High School who brought horses 

woman being evicted from her croft.  

A MASSIVE archaeological 
survey of old war sites in 
Lochaber will begin in March 
- with an army bomb disposal 
team on hand to deal with any 
explosive devices.

The experts will be 
working alongside Lochaber 
Archaeological Society 
to uncover artefacts and 
ammunition at Achnacarry from 
when the estate was used as a 
Commando training base during 
WW2.

Grenades and mortars could be 
among the items found, meaning 
the army team’s help will be 
needed with their recovery.

Searches and digs to be held 
around Achnacarry House 
from March until June include 
a full metal detection survey, a 
ground penetration survey and 
an examination of buildings by 
local surveyors.

former military operations 
centre area has been surveyed 
since WW2. 

The work is being funded by a 
£25,660 MoD grant and £2,000 
from the Lochaber Highland 
councillors’ discretionary 
budget. 

Around 200 people will be 
involved in the project, said 
Lochaber Archaeological Society 
chairman Robert Cairns. 

include Commando daggers, 
insignia and other memorabilia. 

He told The Oban Times: ‘This 
is a massive job. The survey will 
be the biggest so far in the West 
Highlands, if not Scotland.

‘We want a record of the 25,000 
men who trained at Achnacarry 
during the Second World War. 
Many lived and died there and 
it wasn’t just British men, there 
were soldiers from France, 
Canada, Poland and Belgium. 

Driver had 
no licence or 
insurance
A SPEAN Bridge man has been 

after pleading guilty to driving 
without a licence or insurance.  

Alastair Brockie, of Flat 2, 
Killiechonate Lodge admitted 
driving a company car between 
Arivegaig near Acharacle and 
the main A861 on September 5 
last year, despite only having a 
provisional driver’s licence.  

The 34-year-old took the 
car from Arivegaig where he 
was staying in a caravan with 
colleagues and decided to drive 
home after an argument with 
one of the men. But he crashed 
the car into a ditch and hit a 
culvert pipe, writing off the 
vehicle and damaging the pipe, 
prosecutor Laura Ryan told Fort 
William Sheriff Court.

Brockie wanted to ‘avoid a 
physical confrontation’, defence 
solicitor Hamish Melrose said. 

Sheriff Noel McPartlin issued 

points on any licence Brockie 
may hold in the future. 

FORT William police station closed 
on Tuesday after 38 years on the High 
Street. 

Staff are now preparing for the 
launch of the new headquarters at 
Blar Mhor on the edge of town, which 

The now-defunct station opened in 
1976 and was built on the site of the 
original Fort William police HQ. 

The new Blar Mhor premises opened 
for business yesterday morning but 
will not be fully operational until next 
month. 

Control room assistant Shirley 

Robertson has worked at Fort William 
Police Station since 1979.

She said: ‘The building was getting 
really old and we needed more space 
but this one feels huge in comparison, 
I keep getting lost. 

‘It’ll take a while for things to 
feel normal because there’s a lot to 
get used to, all of our numbers and 
everything are different.’    

The purpose-built headquarters 
at Blar Mhor, two miles outside of 
Fort William next to the A830 to 
Mallaig, will also house a specialist 
roads policing unit and a Scottish 

Ambulance Service base. Councillor 
Brian Murphy told The Oban Times it 
was unclear what would happen to the 
old headquarters. He said: ‘We have 
been very keen to keep trying to get 
some kind of High Street presence, 
whether it’s someone at the council 
service point or not we don’t know 
yet. It’s protocol that when a public 
sector building becomes available 
it is offered to other public sector 
organisations who may want to use 
it. If there is no interest in it then as 
far as I know it will go on to the open 
market.’

Teenager denies 
assaulting father
A CAOL man has pled not 
guilty to assaulting his father. 

Reece MacIsaac, 8 Birch 
Road, is accused of repeatedly 
punching and butting the man 
on the head on November 16 
last year at the Old Glenlochy 
Distillery, Fort William, and 
on the same day at Nevis Road, 
Inverlochy.

The 16-year-old’s attendance 
was excused at Fort William 
Sheriff Court on Tuesday but he 
was ordered to attend a further 
hearing on February 4. 

Trial was set for March 3. 

Thieves target 
Glencoe homes
FORT William police are 
urging the public to be vigilant 
after thieves targeted two homes 
near Glencoe on Hogmanay.

Electrical goods were stolen 
from both properties next to 
the A82 in the Tigh A’ Phuirt 

conducting inquiries into the 
housebreakings and ask the 
public to report any suspicious 
activity, particularly in relation 
to rural premises, holiday 
cottages and buildings under 
construction. Anyone with 
information about these or any 
other incidents can contact 
Police on 101 or Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 555111.

A82 down to one lane until Easter for forest work 

Accident blackspot: the wrecked car near the Corran Ferry on Saturday morning. 20_f02car01

Robert Cairns, chairman of 
Lochaber Archaeological 

Society, will work alongside 
the Ministry of Defence in the 

first survey of Achnacarry since 
WW2. 

‘There aren’t many of them 
left because most of them have 
died in the years that have past. 
Their stories are going to be lost 
forever when they die so the idea 
is to capture some of the stories 
before they are lost.’ 

The artefacts found will be 
used to create eight interpretation 
panels, giving information about 
the items and the stories behind 
them, for installation at various 
locations across Lochaber.

Planned locations include the 
train station and the Commando 
Memorial at Spean Bridge, at 
nearby Gairlochy and two at 
Achnacarry House across the 
Caledonian Canal.

Bunarkaig Boat House and a 

woodland stretch known as The 
Dark Mile, both on Achnacarry 
Estate, together with Lochaber 
High School are the other sites.

The panels will have a 
barcode which when scanned 
with a smartphone will lead 
to the Commando Veterans 
Association website where more 
information can be found. The 
archaeological society hopes 
that it will eventually lead to a 
‘commando trail’ that locals and 
tourists can use to visit all the 
panels.

A DVD is also being created 
featuring interviews with 
veterans who trained under live 

veterans have been interviewed 
aged between 82 and 95. 

The end of the three month 
project will be marked with 
a commando memorial open 
day in the summer which Mr 
Cairns hopes will be in Caol 
Community Centre. 

He said: ‘We want it to be like 
a 1945 blitz ball, with lots of 
things going on and a bouncy 
castle for the kids. We’ll have 
a helicopter display by Her 

and a swing band.’
The Queen will be invited 

to the memorial event and 
there will be involvement 
from the Commando Veterans 
Association, the British Legion 
and the Soldiers’ and Sailors’  
Families Association.

Lochaber Archaeological 
Society is looking for people to 
help with digging or cleaning the 
artefacts. 

Anyone with an interest in 
archaeology, who would like 
to become a member or take 
part in the project can contact 
Robert Cairns on 07799495078 
or robertcairns363@btinternet.
com before the end of February. 

Maragret MacIver, 17, will spend a year 
volunteering in Malaysia when she finishes school 

this summer. 20_f02margaret01

The big flit: removal men load up the last contents from Fort William Police Station on Tuesday morning. 
20_f02station01
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Terms & conditions: The Oban Times Bonnie Babies competition is open to babies and toddlers born on or after February 1, 2011. Entrants must live in Argyll or West 
Highlands. You may also enter a child if you are subscriber living outside this area. Only one entry per child.  By entering the competition and by filling in the parental consent 
form that is provided with your entry, you – the parent or guardian – consent to the reproduction of your child’s photograph in The Oban Times Bonnie Babies features in the 
paper and online and in any other related Oban Times Bonnie Babies promotions. If you do not wish for your child’s photo to appear in the newspaper or online then you 
should not enter the competition. The Oban Times cannot take responsibility for the safe delivery and safe return of the entrant’s photograph.  Photos posted in without an 
enclosed stamped addressed envelope will not be returned. Poor quality photographs, which are out of focus, difficult to see the child’s face, ripped, torn or folded, will not 
be accepted as an entry and will be returned to the sender providing a stamped addressed envelope is supplied by the entrant.  By sending us your photograph, you agree 
that Wyvex Media Ltd and The Oban Times have the right to publish the images and details of the entrant without payment for the purpose of promoting The Oban Times 
Bonnie Babies campaign(s). The winner must take part in publicity. Employees of Wyvex Media Ltd and their immediate family are not eligible to enter.

The Oban Times Bonnie Babies competition is back for 2014. 
Enter your little bundle of joy today for your chance to win a 
whopping £500 worth of vouchers to spend at The Co-opera-
tive! Plus, this year we will have £150 of vouchers for a second 
place winner and £100 of vouchers for third place. Just think 
how handy that would be after Christmas and New Year. 

The Co-operative Group is the UK’s largest mutual business, 
owned by nearly eight million members.  It is the UK’s fifth 
biggest food retailer operating across the country with almost 
2,800 local, convenience and medium-sized stores, and is also 
one of Britain’s leading farming operations. Further informa-
tion is available at www.co-operative.coop

HOW THE COMPETITION WORKS
The competition will take place in weekly rounds where 
readers are asked to vote for that week’s bonniest baby. 
For example, if your child is in week one and gets the most 
votes out of all the entries in that issue they will be entered 
into the grand finale. The baby who has the most votes from 
the grand finale, which will be held early next year, will be 
crowned the Bonniest Baby of 2014. It doesn’t matter which 
round your baby appears in, you can keep voting every week 
from the date your child appears until the voting deadline, 
which we will announce in a future issue. Voting for your wee 
one every week after they appear gives them the best chance 
to be crowned their week’s bonniest. We won’t count the 
votes to decide who goes into the grand finale until the voting 
deadline has been reached. Readers will be able to vote by 
text or by coupon, details of which will be printed when the 
weekly rounds begin.

HOW TO ENTER
We are now open for entries! The Oban Times Bonnie Babies 
2014 is open to babies and toddlers born on or after February 
1, 2011. Entrants must live in Argyll or West Highlands. You 
may also enter a child if you are a subscriber living outside 
this area. You can enter your child by posting us a photograph 
along with a signed entry coupon, see left, to The Oban Times, 
Bonnie Babies Entry, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Please 
make sure you write the name of the child, date of birth and 
a contact telephone number on the back of the photo. Should 
you wish your photo to be returned, please enclose a stamped 
addressed envelope. We will do our very best to return your 
photo but please make a copy just in case. You can also enter 
online by visiting www.obantimes.co.uk/bonniebabies. 

After you have entered your child, keep an eye on The Oban 
Times every week to see when your baby appears. The closing 
date for entries will be announced in a future issue. For rules 
and terms and conditions, visit www.obantimes.co.uk/bon-
niebabies or call 01631 568000.

Good luck!   

Child’s name.............................................................................................................
Child’s date of birth. .................................................................................................
Tel: ......................................................... Subscription No: (if applicable) ...................
Address: ..................................................................................................................
..................................................................................................................................
Name of parent/guardian.........................................................................................
Signature of parent/guardian...................................................................................
I agree to all terms and conditions applied to this competition (please tick) 

Please post to The Oban Times, Bonnie Babies Entry, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB.

£750
of shopping 

vouchers

up for grabs!

FW
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01397 703003

A REPORT into the sinking 
of a vessel off Easdale last 

has revealed the livesaving 

Scot MacAlister, a share 

25 when the vessel he skippered, 
Speedwell

found and the report suggests he 

with as they say Scot was a 

Speedwell went down just 17 

is sinking and the owner needs 

the pavilion sign is in the village’s sporting 

The new pavilion is sited exactly where 

Council, which headed up the project, has 

Oban seafood stall 
gets tartan touch

change the colour of his seafood 

Ogden and Marion Ritchie, who 

plan to The Oban Times on 
Tuesday, explaining he would 

over the case at the Court of 

allegations the craft had illegally 
procured diesel and was in pos-

Budget answers
can quiz the local authority’s 

will answer questions, either 

participate, visit the council’s 

wonderful event that had great volunteer 

Severe weather

over the weekend, with tidal 

coastal towns

-
gyll and Bute Council deployed 

staff over the weekend as well 

locations around the county’s 

Sex charges

Sheriff Court on Tuesday on 
three charges of sexual assault 

-

the Easdale ferry on the radio 

Stornoway Coastguard asked 
Scot to put a lifejacket on which 

The report noted an annual 

owner, which would have seen 

Andrew Moll, deputy chief 

way of avoiding the fact that, 
although Speedwell’s owner 

vessel seaworthy, there was no 

Connell include ensuring that 
any vessel he owns in the future 
is operated safely, with regard 

But Peter feels the report 

for a fatal accident inquiry to 
take place and for Speedwell 

raising the vessel would help 

M&K MacLeod Construction Ltd site agent John Jones, left, and architect Frank Beaton, third from right, join Taynuilt Sports Council 
members, from left, Carol Thomson, Fraser Inglis, Gordon Shearer and Davy Thomson at the new pavilion. Not pictured are sports 

council members Gregor Cameron, Dolina MacDonald and Peter McCracken. 16_t02pavilion01

Thursday and hope to visit Billy 

going out to visit Billy to give 

-

release had clocked up nearly 
The Oban 

Times

Family to visit detained seaman

Report into 

safety failings
EXCLUSIVE
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A SPORTS coach who suffers 
from diabetes is taking on a half 
marathon to raise money for, and 
awareness of, Diabetes UK.

Ben Pollock, who is Playsport 
manager at Oban’s Atlantis 
Leisure, has Type 1 Diabetes, 
which makes managing his 

But by completing the 
Edinburgh Half Marathon on 
May 25, sports mad Ben is 
looking to dispel some of the 
myths surrounding diabetes 
and prove to others with the 
condition that they can take on 
endurance events.

He said: ‘I aim to do a few 
fundraisers for the charity this 
year but this will be one of 
the main ones. I want to raise 
awareness of the condition and 
hopefully help people understand 
what diabetes is.

‘I obviously want to raise as 
much money as possible and if 
I get to £1,000 I have promised 
to do the run in a tight Diabetes 
UK running vest and a pair of 
skimpy shorts!’

Diabetes is a lifelong condition 
that causes a person’s blood 
sugar level to become too high. 
Symptoms for untreated diabetes 
can include feeling very thirsty, 
urinating frequently, feeling 
very tired, a loss in weight and 
loss of muscle bulk.

A MOTORIST was so alarmed by a minibus 
driver on the A85 that he decided to stop and tell 
the police.

But before he got to Dalmally Police Station the 
minibus crashed into oncoming cars and ended 
up off the road.

Taxi driver Saber Hussain, aged 52, of 45 
Melville Street, Glasgow, was in the dock at Oban 
Sheriff Court on Monday and admitted driving 
carelessly on the A85 between Tyndrum and 
Dalmally on June 7 last year, when he failed to 
negotiate a bend and crossed into the opposite 
carriageway, colliding with oncoming vehicles.

Procurator Fiscal Eoin McGinty said Hussain 

was on his way to Oban to pick up a party of 
Norwegian tourists from the Mull ferry and take 
them to Glasgow Airport.

‘A witness saw the minibus drift over the centre 
lines of the road on a number of occasions; he 
decided it wasn’t safe to overtake and then formed 
the intent to follow it to Dalmally and report it to 

But three vehicles driving east came round a 

vehicles. The minibus then left the carriageway. 
There was lot of debris across the road, which had 
to be closed,’ Mr McGinty added.

No one was hurt in the incident. In Mr Hussain’s 
defence, his agent Gordon Seaton said Hussain 
had been told that morning that his 98-year-old 
father, who lived in Pakistan, had suffered a 
stroke.

‘Emotions got the better of him,’ said Mr 
Seaton. ‘He was in tears at the time and he wasn’t 
concentrating as much as he should have been. 
He accepts he should have stopped and composed 
himself.’ 

Fining him £450 with eight points added to his 
driving licence, Sheriff Small said: ‘It is indeed 
fortunate no one was seriously injured in this 
case.’

New year brings 
first lifeboat shout
AFTER a quiet end to 2013 

day of 2014.
The lifeboat launched at 10 

minutes to midnight on New 
Year’s Day to take two female 
patients from Mull to Lorn and 
Islands Hospital.

The women were suffering 
from entirely separate problems 
and two paramedics had to 
accompany the lifeboat crew. 

An ambulance met the lifeboat 
on its arrival in Oban at 1.10am 
the following morning.

A SPRAY-painting vandal who seems 
to have left a ‘tag’ on various properties 
at the south end of Oban is being sought 
by police.

‘MISTA 33’, was sprayed onto 
Matheson’s Furnishings store and 
on the walls of three other private 
properties on Drummore Road.

Police believe the offences took place 

between 8pm last Friday and 10am last 
Saturday.

Oban Police Chief Inspector Alistair 

to read but it looks like ‘MISTA 33’, 
which could be a tag.

‘If anyone knows who is responsible 
for this, or saw anything suspicious in 
the area, they can contact the police on 
101.’The vandalism in Drummore Road. 

Police hunt spray-paint vandal

A HOGMANAY drug raid by Oban 
police led to a dealer being sent down 
for 10 months at the town’s sheriff court.
It was Derek Campbell Darrah’s third offence 
of dealing and Sheriff Douglas Small ignored a 
plea that the 36-year-old, of 32C McCaig Road, 
Oban, be sent on a drug treatment course.

Passing sentence on Monday Sheriff Small 
described Darrah’s criminal record as ‘one 
of the longest records that I have seen in this 
court’. 

Darrah pleaded guilty to possessing 
Diazepam, a class C drug, with intent to 
supply; possessing amphetamine, a class B 

drug, and Diamorphine (heroin), a class A 
drug, both for his own use. Darrah said he had 
bought the heroin in Oban.

Acting on intelligence received, police broke 
down the door at Darrah’s home on December 
31 and found him lying on a bed surrounded by 
drug paraphernalia. 

A bag containing 930 Diazepam tablets 
was found and another, which held 48.5g 
of amphetamine. On searching Darrah, the 

0.3g, in his tracksuit bottoms.
A search uncovered drugs with a street 

value of more than £1,000, procurator 

The Diazepam tablets sell for £1 each; the 
amphetamine and heroin had a sale value of 
£150 and £60 respectively.

Defence agent Gordon Seaton said his 
client had only got the drugs the day 
before and had not begun to sell them.
‘He is trying his best to overcome this,’ Mr 
Seaton said, referring to a previous drug 
treatment and testing order that had nearly 
been successful.

He asked for Darrah to be allowed a second 
chance with a drug treatment and testing order 
programme rather than prison, as he could lose 

the stabilising factors in his life; his housing 
association tenancy and access to his children.

‘Without this he can only go from bad to 
worse,’ Mr Seaton said.

But Sheriff Small was not persuaded: ‘He has 
one of the longest records that I have seen in 
this court and yet again he asks the court for 

testing order. 
‘He doesn’t seem to take any cognisance 

of what the court has tried to do for him and 
what other people have tried to do for him.’
Sheriff Small sentenced Darrah to 10 months 
for possession with intent to supply and four 

months for each of the other two charges, 
which will run concurrently, backdated to 
December 31.

Oban Police welcomed the custodial sentence, 
adding that drugs remained a major concern 
for the public.

Chief Inspector Alistair Davidson said: 
‘Police Scotland is determined to work with 
the public to tackle this problem head on.

‘We also welcome the opportunity to work 
closely with partner agencies such as housing 
associations, after such individuals are 
convicted, in the hope this may ultimately lead 
to evictions through the civil courts.’

Drug dealer jailed for ten months

Atlantis Leisure sports coach Ben Pollock is running the Edinburgh Half Marathon to raise aware-
ness of diabetes, a condition he manages in order to maintain an active lifestyle. 16_t02ben01

HE HAS been on the buses 
for almost 50 years but Oban 

the brakes on his career last 
weekend.

Johnnie, now in his 70s, 
started driving buses part-time 
in 1966 with Jimmy Smith. He 
was working as a post man at 

the day, so took to driving in the 
afternoons.

In an odd twist of fate John-
nie’s career ended exactly as 
it started. He said: ‘I had just 

was to Easdale and my last run 

there was Easdale.’
Johnnie spent 22 years with 

West Coast Motors and saw the 
company develop from a small 
carrier, with just 17 drivers, to 
the force it is today.

Prior to that he worked with 
Midland Scottish and Highland 
Omnibuses, part of the Scottish 
Transport Group.

Over the years Johnnie has 
done school runs, service jour-
neys and private hires. He has 
driven everyone from passen-
gers of the Hebridean Princess 
to Oban Saints footballers.

He added: ‘I’m a wee bit sad 
to be leaving but I’m thinking of 
taking up golf and I’ll be going 
on more holidays – I can pick 
and choose when to go now.’

Woman arrested 
after alleged      
pub assault
A WOMAN has been arrested 
after an alleged assault in a pub 
on Oban’s Esplanade.

The 29 year old is also 
accused of resisting arrest fol-
lowing the incident at 12.15am 
last Friday.

RESIDENTS in Port Appin 
have been piling the pressure 
on Scottish Water to reconsider 
plans for a raised pipe in a 
National Scenic Area.

Proposals to upgrade the 
village septic tank including 
vehicle access, fencing, a gate, 
hardstanding and an outfall 
pipe have been met with fury by 
locals.

While they accept the work is 
necessary, Port Appin residents 
feel the pipe should not be 
visible, and suggest burying it.

Dr Iain McNicol, of Appin 
Historial Society, said the plans 
involve a ‘large pipe raised on 
concrete cradles crossing Camas 
a Bhrothais towards the Sgeir 
Bhuidhe Lighthouse’.

It is understood the pipe 
would run across the shore to 
the low tide water level – in 
what local resident Anne White 
says is an area of ‘great beauty’, 
photographed by both visitors 
and locals.

Shaun McKivragan, owner 
of The Airds Hotel, fears the 
raised outfall pipe would hurt his 
business as tourists would be put 
off visiting.

He said: ‘We are the largest 
employer in the local area 
which includes employing many 

Traditional     
names back
in favour
THERE has been a return to 
traditional girls’ names in the 
Oban area over 2013, according 
to information released by the 
town’s registrar.

No particular girl’s name 
stood out as the most popular 

common trend seems to be a 
return to names like Eva, Gracie 
and Molly’.

The most popular boy’s name 
from last year was Jamie or 
James, and there were 152 
births overall. However, 20 
more deaths were recorded, 
with the total reaching 172.

couples got married during the 
year and two civil partnerships 
were carried out.

Train transport 
concerns on 
Glenorchy agenda
CONCERNS about school 
pupils from the Glenorchy 
area travelling to Oban by 
train, rather than by bus, will 
be discussed at next week’s 
community council meeting.

Glenorchy and Innishail 
Community Council will hold 

Wednesday in Dalmally Church 
Hall, where the issue of school 
transport is included in the 
agenda’s local issues.

There will also be a presenta-
tion by the developers of the 
Ardchonnel Wind Farm.

The community council has 
asked members of the public to 
note the earlier time of 7pm for 
the start of the meeting.

The following meeting will 
be on March 12 in Lochawe 
Village Hall.

RNLI to benefit 
from Cairndow 
fundraiser
A FUNDRAISING quiz in 
aid of the RNLI will be held at 
the Loch Fyne Oyster Bar in 
Cairndow on January 16.

The event starts at 7pm and 
teams of four are encouraged 
to book in advance to avoid 
disappointment. 

Participants will also enjoy 
a luxury Loch Fyne sharing 

Bradan Rost rolls. Anyone 
wanting to attend can contact 
Loch Fyne Oyster Bar.

Pipe band quiz 
night fundraiser
A QUIZ in Oban next Friday 
will be hosted by members of 
the town’s pipe band to raise 
funds for their 2014 season.

Held in the Masonic Lodge, 
Albany Street, the annual event 
has become a crucial money 
maker for Oban Pipe Band.

Teams of two to six people can 
enter the quiz, which starts at 
7.30pm.

Ben’s training for such an event 
requires a complex schedule 
of exercise and diet, on top 
of managing his three insulin 
injections per day. 

The 29 year old added: ‘This 
past year I have managed to 
keep my diabetes under control 
better than any other year but 
I already have slight diabetic 
changes from managing my 
condition badly over the years.
‘Running this marathon will be 

a time of well under two hours.’
Nick Wesley, general manager 

at Atlantis Leisure, said he hoped 
Ben’s efforts would encourage 
other people with diabetes to 
seek help to get more active.

He said: ‘It is great to see 
Ben taking on this personal 
challenge and raising money for 
such a great cause. He will be 
working closely with the gym 
team, taking advice on the best 
training regime.

‘If anyone has health issues 
and would like to take on a 
similar challenge, we have a 

the Healthy Options project that 
can help.’

To sponsor Ben visit his page on 
JustGiving.com/Ben-Pollock1, 

in the sponsor form at Atlantis 
Leisure. 

Johnnie Craig has retired after almost 50 years on the buses. 16_t02retirement01

locals and this would need to 
be drastically scaled back as a 
result of the inevitable loss of 
business. 

‘Also, our customers are 

local businesses, like the co-op 
and the gift shop, will inevitably 
suffer. Indeed, I would go so 
far as to say that the whole Port 
Appin economy will suffer 
greatly.’

As part of the development, 
Scottish Water applied for and 
obtained a licence from Marine 
Scotland for the outfall.

The supporting statement on 
the planning application says 
minimising the visual impact 
of this development ‘has been 
accorded a high priority’.

A spokeswoman for Scottish 
Water said the project manager 
spoke to residents in close 
proximity to the site prior to 
plans being submitted but added: 
‘Scottish Water is committed to 
meeting with the new community 
council, local councillors and 
individual residents in order to 
discuss the plans in more detail 
and to listen to any concerns 
they may have about the location 
of the outfall.’

Dates for the meetings have 
not yet been set.

Motorist alarmed at careless driving before crash

Oban bus driver puts the 
brakes on 50-year career

Diabetic 
sports coach 
takes on half 
marathon

Port Appin residents 
pile pressure on 
Scottish Water to 
rethink pipe plans

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Evening light on Neist Point, Isle of Skye

Barbara Jones
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23

27 28 29 30

THE PREMIER SCOTTISH CALENDAR

Scottish Field
Miniature

2014 Calendars

The ideal gift...

Goat Fell from Corrie harbour
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After a pleasant voyage, we got safely and agreeably into the harbour of Tobermorie, before the wind rose. Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides, James Boswell.
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And when I came to a hill above Toigal I saw lying below me the 
mouth of the Morar River and a large bay of silver sand.In Scotland Again, HV Morton.
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Camanachd Association to create National Shinty Archive and Hall of Fame
THE Camanachd Association is 
preparing ambitious plans for the 
creation of a National Shinty Archive 
project, to include a physical archive 

Shinty Exhibition and Shinty Hall 
of Fame.

to shinty, securing the history of the 
game and providing an important 

FW

platform to research and celebrate 
one of Scotland’s most iconic, indig-
enous sports.

Apposite
The timing of the proposal could 

not be more apposite; 2014 will 
deliver a major series of sporting 
events and arrangements in Scotland 
and 2017 has been announced as 
Scotland’s Year of History, Heritage 

and Archaeology. The National 
Shinty Archive should be at the 
heart of all these events.

The purpose of the Hall of Fame is 
to recognise and celebrate the contri-
bution of key individuals who have 
brought distinction to themselves, 
their clubs and wider sport of shinty 
through their sporting achieve-
ments.  The Hall of Fame will be in 

two parts: a semi-permanent home 
known for now as An Talla and 
an on-line presence as part of the 
National Shinty Archive.

Administered
The Hall of Fame will be 

administered by the Camanachd 
Association through a Panel along 
with a Chairman who will report 
to the Camanachd Association.  It 

of inductees in 2014 will number 
12 players, one for each position, 
to compose a Dream Team, and 

nominated as substitutes or in 
other capacities (e.g. distinguished 
administrators.)

Financial applications
The Association is now seeking 

views on the detailed form and 
content of the proposals so that 

be completed to the Heritage Lot-
tery Fund, Museums and Galleries 
Scotland, Creative Scotland, Event 
Scotland, European sources and 
others, including sponsors.

Why don’t you let the Camanachd 
Association know what form the 

Shinty Hall of Fame and National 
Archive should take?

Send your views by e-mail to: shin-
tyhistory@shinty.com or by post to: 
National Shinty Archive Project, c/o 
The Camanachd Association, Alton 
House, Ballifeary Road, Inverness 
IV3 5PJ.

SHINTY

LAST
WEEK’S
SHINTY 
BALL
WAS
HERE. . .

I enclose £1 for 20 crosses (tick box) The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, 
but you may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to 
abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this 
coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

Name ........................................................................

Address ....................................................................

 ..................................................................................

 ....................................Tel No. ..................................

Please
tape your 

£1 coin 
here

SPOT THE 
SHINTY BALL
C O M P E T I T I O N

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 20 
attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB 
by 12noon Tuesday.

Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, 
mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof 
of delivery.

decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be 
shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding 
the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and 
void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund 
of the price of the coupon to any person who has entered the 
competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible 
to enter.

ALL YOU HAVE TO DO
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph 
opposite.  Now look carefully at the position of the 
players and use your skill and judgement to place a 
cross at the exact point where you think the centre of 
the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts 
on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on 
separate coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase 
by £50 per week until it is won outright.  To win the 
jackpot, the centre of your cross must be in the exact 
centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will 
be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of 
£25 will be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other 
prizes will be awarded that week.

WIN
£900

This week’s nearest the ball winners, 
who each receive £25 are:

I Macdougall, Soroba Road, Oban

S McGillivray, Lanark Place, Fort William

YOUTH FOOTBALL
Oban Saints youths

OBAN Saints youth teams 
return after the Christmas 
and New Year break this 
weekend with the following 

Sports Club; Dumbarton 

Milngavie BC.

Gearing up 
for Sports 
Hall Athletics

FOOTBALL
Double header

OBAN Athletic get back to 
action this Saturday when they  
travel away to take on Antonine 
in a double header - league and 
League Cup match. The game 
will take place on the 3G pitch 
at Hermitage Academy

SPORTS Hall Athletics will once 
again be promoted in Argyll this 

for the Mid Argyll area being 
held at Lochgilphead Joint Cam-
pus on Sunday, January 19.

The competition in Lochgil-

of four area events being held 
in Argyll this winter and is 
promoted jointly by Argyll and 
Bute Local Athletics Partnership 
and Mid Argyll Athletic Club. 

The next local area competi-
tion is for the Oban area on 
Saturday, January 25 and the 
venue is Atlantis Leisure. Next 
is the Kintyre competition to be 
held at Campbeltown Grammar 
School on Sunday, February  9 
followed by the Mull event on 
Saturday, February 22 held at 
Tobermory High School.

four local area competitions will 

be invited to take part in the Ar-
gyll Final to be held at Atlantis 
Leisure in Oban on Saturday, 
March 22.

Specialist equipment is used 
for various running, jumping 
and throwing events bringing 

athletics indoors in a warm and 
dry environment.

This winter marks the 20th 
anniversary since Sportshall 

in Argyll using sports centres, 
schools and town halls. Over 
the 20 years many of the young 
athletes taking part have gone 
on to win Scottish national age 
group titles both indoors and 
outdoors.

Boys and girls are reminded 
that the Lochgilphead contest 
on Sunday, January 19 starts at 
noon with entries taken from 
11.30am. 

There will be awards for the 
overall winners in each age 
category and medals for all 
competitors.  Age groups start at 
under 7, then under 9, under 11, 
under 13, under 15 and under 17. 
Age is taken as on September  1, 
2013 and an entry fee of £2 per 
competitor will be levied.

This year the organisers have 
introduced an under 7 category 
at all the local area competitions  

fewer events for this age group. 
There will also be an under 7 
competition at the Argyll Final.

This year should be special for 
sport in Scotland with the Com-
monwealth Games in Glasgow 
this summer and it is hoped 
the young people of Argyll will 
respond by getting active early 
in 2014.

DOZENS of hardy souls braved the chilly waters 
of the Sound of Kerrera on New Year’s Day – tak-
ing part in the annual Loony Dook.

The event, organised by Oban Sailing Club, has 
been running for around six years and is seen as 
an ‘alternative way to see in the New Year’.

Organiser Colin Kupris said the day had a ‘good 
atmosphere’, adding: ‘It is just a bit of fun, every-
body is keen for a bit of craziness.’

Colin estimated the water temperature was 
around 11 degrees but swimmers clambering 
out – especially those brave enough to take part 
without a wetsuit – thought it felt a ‘bit chillier’!

A full age range took part in the Loony Dook 
with four year old Finlay Cottier the youngest. 
Those brave enough to venture into the water 
were greeted with a hot drink in the sailing club 
afterwards.

Hardy souls take part in annual Oban 
Loony Dook

Saints on Scottish Cup duty

Brothers Finlay, four, and Ruari Cottier, six, were among the 
youngest to take part. 16_t02loonydook01

Queuing up to dook in the chilly water. 16_t02loonydook04

ATHLETICS

Diving in to the Loony Dook head first. 16_t02loonydook05

Come on in, the water’s lovely! 16_t02loonydook03 

FOOTBALL
OBAN Saints senior team return 
to action on Saturday with a 5th 
round Fosters Scottish Amateur 
Cup tie away to Dennistoun 
Vale.
The game will be played at 

Whitehill School 3G, kick-off 
2pm with referee John Quinn 
from Motherwell in charge.
The Oban side will be without 

Craig MacEwan and Mattie 
Rippon for this important cup 
tie, but manager Iain Jackson 
should still have a strong squad 
to choose from.
He said: We don’t know much 

about Dennistoun Vale except 
that they play in the Premier 
Division of the Strathclyde 
Saturday Morning League. 
They are sitting in fourth place 

at the moment having played 

drawn one and lost two.
They beat last season’s Scottish 

Cup winners Wellhouse 3-2 in a 
friendly match last Saturday so 
it looks as though we are in for a 
very tough match this weekend. 
‘Due to the bad weather we 

haven’t played since December 7 
and with the Oban High School 
3G pitch closed we haven’t been 
able to train, over the festive 
period so the preparations are 
far from ideal but I’m sure the 
boys will be up for the game and 
if we play the way we can I’m 



Sport
Page 20
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Local athletes 
in district cross-
country team

YOUTH FOOTBALL

ATHLETICS
Fort face 
daunting trip
to face Nairn
‘We will go up there and have a real 
go - on the day anything can happen’

ATHLETICS

FOOTBALL

Weather
Thursday Sunny intervals
 Winds moderate westerly
 Temperatures 6°C to 8ºC

Friday Heavy rain
 Winds moderate south westerly
 Temperatures 4ºC to 8ºC.

Weekend Light rain
Outlook Winds moderate south easterly
 Temperatures 4ºC to 9ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, January 9, 2014
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm
Thur  05.45   1.5 12.13 3.1 18.20       1.7         **.**       *.*
Fri  00.25 2.9 06.57 1.7 13.47       3.1        19.28     1.8     
Sat  01.52 2.9 08.29 1.7 15.00       3.1        20.39      1.7
Sun  02.56 3.1 09.41 1.7 15.49       3.3        21.38     1.6
Mon  03.44 3.3 10.34 1.6 16.24 3.4         22.24     1.4
Tues       04.26       3.5 11.17 1.5 16.58 3.6 23.04      1.3
Wed  05.05   3.7 11.53 1.4 17.33 3.8 23.42       1.1
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

7

9

FRIDAY

The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with

13

FORT WILLIAM Golf Club 
restarts its winter league this 
weekend after the festive break.

Tee-off times for the men will 
be from 10am on Saturday and 
11am on Sunday. The women 
will tee off from midday on 
Sunday.

FIVE LOCHABER athletes 
have been selected for the North 
District cross-country team for 
the Scottish inter-district match 
at Holyrood Park, Edinburgh on 
Saturday. 

They include Craig MacLean 
and Joseph Tangney, who 
were gold and silver medallists 
respectively in the North 
District championships at 
Nairn.  Also selected are sister 
and brother Rebecca and Ben 
Johnstone from Invergarry, 
who will represent the North in 
the under-13 girls and under-13 
boys races respectively. 

Completing the Lochaber line 
up is Eilidh Moynihan, who has 
been selected by North for the 
under-17 womens race. 

The North District is sending 
a record number of 84 athletes 
to the event, which will be 
combined with the Great 
International cross country 

BBC from 1.15 to 2.45 pm. Callum Fraser, right, from South Laggan near Invergarry, was among the early leaders in the Aonach Mor Uphill Race. He eventually 
finished in a highly creditable ninth place. 

Match-less: Fort William squad members at their training session 
at Lochaber High School on Saturday. 20_f02footie01

A BIG crowd of over 1,000 saw 
Lovat reclaim the Lovat Cup 
from local rivals Beauly in a 
competitive encounter at Balgate 
Park last Thursday.

The 4-1 win was sweet revenge 
for the Kiltarlity men after their 
defeat at Beauly in the same 

Lovat coach Allan MacRae 
was delighted with how his team 
performed, especially in the 
second half.

He told The Oban Times: ‘The 
match is always taken very 
seriously by both teams. We had 
been training up for it all through 
December because there’s a wee 
bit of bragging rights at stake to 
be honest. It really is a big deal. 
We even had a training session 
on New Year’s Day.

‘They beat us 2-1 last year at 
Beauly so it was great to take the 
honours and bring the cup back 
to Kiltarlity.’

Atmosphere
He added: ‘The atmosphere is 

always a bit special - it’s like a 
‘happy new year’ to everybody. 
It is always a great day - even if 
you don’t win.’ 

Beauly coach Stephen ‘Murph’ 

but admitted injuries, illness 

FORT WILLIAM FC chairman Ronnie MacLean 
has given a guarded reaction to proposals for a 
major shake-up of the Highland League.

Under a plan tabled by Keith chairman Sandy 
Stables, two new clubs would be invited to join 

be split into two leagues of 10 with play-offs for 
promotion and relegation. Teams would play each 
other once only home and away to give a league 

Mr MacLean told The Oban Times on Monday: 
‘There are pros and cons about this. Obviously if 

FORT WILLIAM face a daunt-
ing trip to title-chasing Nairn 
County having not kicked a 
football in anger for four weeks.

Fort were last in action in 
the 4-0 defeat at Formartine 
on December 14 - and the lack 
of match practice is a problem 
manager Danny Conlon could 
do without.

He told The Oban Times: 
‘Preparation has not been 
ideal but getting Lochaber High 
School for training has made a 
big difference to us.

YOUNG footballers in the 
Fort William area are being 
given the chance take part in 

starting tomorrow in the Nevis 
Centre. The Bank of Scotland 
Midnight League is for players 
aged from 12 to 16 and will run 
for a block of 10 weeks from 
7pm to 9pm every Friday.

‘Nairn have been in the top 
three or four all season and when 
the prizes are getting dished out 
they will  not be far away.

‘The difference between the 
two sides in terms of resources 
is huge - they have brought in 
players from Elgin in Scottish 
League Division 3 to play in the 
Highland League, so that shows 
the size of their ambitions.

‘In a cup-tie earlier in the 
season they beat us up there 5-0. 
But we will go up there and have 
a real go - on the day anything 

can happen.’
Conlon will be boosted by 

the return of centre forward 
Duncan Campbell to the squad 
but remains without Sean Grant, 
Gordy McCarroll and Robin 
Harvey, who are all working.

The players were reduced to 
a training session at Lochaber 
High School last Saturday after 
torrential rain washed out the 

Clachnacuddin at Claggan Park.
Hopes had been high of a big 

crowd for the free entry game 
on the club’s open day for the 
community.

Ironically, Saturday was a per-
fect day for football but the good 
weather came far too late to save 
the match, which was called off 
at 3.30pm on Friday afternoon.

Fort boss Danny Conlon told 
The Oban Times at the session: 
‘If we had known what the 
weather was going to be like to-
day we could have done a fair bit 
of work on the pitch and might 
have got away with it.

‘The disappointing thing 
from the players’ point of view 
is that’s another 90 minutes of 
football lost on a Saturday.’

A  FIELD of 108 runners took part in 
what turned out to be perfect conditions 
for Lochaber Athletic Club’s Aonach Mor 
Uphill 2014 race on New Year’s Day.

In the men’s race it was Deeside’s Robbie 

1mins 2secs of his own record to post a time 
of 21mins 13secs.

Second place went to Lochaber’s Finlay 
Wild in 22:28, while  Inverness Harriers’ 
Graham Bee was third in 23:27.

In the women’s race, Lochaber’s Diane 
Baum took the honours in 29:29, with  Car-
nethy Hill RC athlete Lisa Gamble second 
in 31:19 and Megan Bee of Highland Hill 
Runners third in 32:05.

Well done to all who took part and massive 

Perfect conditions for Aonach Mor
Uphill Race on New Year’s Day

thanks from the club to organisers, marshals 
and timekeepers.

stated):

21:13; 2 Finlay Wild 22:28; 3 Graham Bee 

Harriers) 25:35; 8 Jon Gay 25:55; 9 Callum 
Fraser 26:08; 10 Steve Macdonald 26:31; 11 

-
land Hill Runners) 27:13; 14 Alan Smith 

28:03; 18 Michael Bell 28:14; 19 John Bin-

Harriers AAC) 28:23; 21 Manuel Gorman 

29:27; 28 Diane Baum 29:29; 29 Doug Lee 

Drew Howie breaks away from David MacLean and Marc MacLachlan. 

and call-offs had weakened the 
squad ahead of the game.

He said: ‘The build up was 
probably the worst we have had 
for any cup competition. At one 
stage we were wondering if we 
would get a team at all.

‘We had three young players 
making their debut - Calum 
Morrison, who scored our goal - 
Colin MacDonald at wing centre 
and Ryan MacKay at wing back. 
They all did very well.’

Roared back
Calum Morrison opened the 

scoring for the visitors with just 
two minutes on the clock but 
Lovat roared back and levelled 
almost immediately through ace 
forward Greg Matheson.

Ryan Ferguson made it 2-1 for 
Lovat after 15 minutes and de-
spite both sides creating chances 
the scoreline remained the same 
until half-time.

cylinders after the break and it 
took Matheson just two minutes 
to score his second. 

Bartlett on 66 minutes ensured 
the Lovat Cup would be return-
ing to Kiltarlity.

SHINTY

Big crowd sees Lovat win back the Lovat Cup

Midnight League

Highland League shake-up
FOOTBALL

there is a league of 10 then the lower clubs such 
as Fort William would stand a better chance of 
getting a few wins under their belts, but it would 
leave them in the doldrums a bit.’

He added: ‘Without a chance to sit down with 
the board and discuss it I can’t say any more than 
that.’

 Fort William FC delegate Matthew MacDonald 
will receive his instructions on how to vote before 
tonight’s league management committee meeting 
in Lossiemouth.

GOLF
Winter league

The Lochaber Building Supplies 10-pin bowling league resumed on Monday night in the Nevis 
Centre with The Bandits, above, looking to build on recent excellent form. From left, Manuel

 Costas, Hazel White, Bill Clark and George Band get ready to knock over a few pins. 20_f02bowls01
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