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A VOLUNTEER member of 
Tobermory Lifeboat crew has 
won this year’s Royal National 
Lifeboat Institution (RNLI) 
Photographer of the Year award.

Sam Jones, crew member 

lifeboat station, took the shot of 
the crew during a man overboard 
training exercise in Bloody Bay 
in July 2011. 

She said: ‘It’s a huge honour to 
be named RNLI Photographer 
of the Year and to say that I’m 
chuffed is an understatement.

‘My main photographic passion 
is landscape photography and I 

was really drawn to the stunning 
light that evening, but it’s the 
total focus and concentration 
of my fellow RNLI volunteers 
which really makes the image. 
The light, action and setting all 
came together.’                                          

Sam added: ‘As with many of 
my crew photos on the lifeboat, 
it was taken with a long lens 
which helps me get more natural 
images as most of the time the 
guys don’t realise that I’m taking 
photographs.’

Sam is keen to share the honour 
with her crew  mates: ‘I’m really 
pleased that this particular 

image featuring my crewmates 
was chosen. While I always have 
a small compact camera with me 

foremost a member of the crew 

I’d like to accept the award on 
behalf of everyone at Tobermory 
RNLI – I couldn’t have won it 
without them.’

Rescue footage from Thurso 
lifeboat won the RNLI Video of 
the Year. It shows the volunteer 
crew on the inshore lifeboat 
rescuing 12 people from rocks 
after their tour boat got into 

The winning entry in this year’s RNLI Photographer of the Year awards came from Sam Jones of Tobermory Lifeboat crew.

Tobermory’s Sam wins top RNLI photo award
‘To say that I’m chuffed is an understatement’

Sam Jones - RNLI Photographer of the Year.

£1.8 million of CHORD cash to ease Oban town centre’s traffic flow woes

Long-established 
Oban business 
goes on market

Appin phone ‘fried’ 
by lightning bolt

Princess Royal 
‘pops in’ to Oban

A PLAN to spend £1.84million to ease 
the congestion on Oban’s roads has 

lot of funding from the £6.9million 
CHORD project is released.

The funding has been agreed by 
the executive committee of Argyll 

and Bute Council. The plan outlines 

includes pontoons at the North Pier, 
which would provide facilities for 
cruise ship tenders. 

The CHORD project stated these 

North Pier extension works happen, 
the facilities could be relocated.

Improvements
The Oban High School access 

road will be relocated to alleviate 

problems on Soroba Road, while there 
will be improvements to parking; 
pedestrian crossings; footpaths and 
cycling provision in partnership with 
Transport Scotland. 

In terms of public transport, there 
will be detailed sign improvements; 

provision of real time information 
and journey planning and better bus 
shelters and taxi ranks.

Argyll and Bute Council said the 

the CHORD project board.
Councillor Duncan MacIntyre, 

chairman of the Oban CHORD 
project board, said it marked a ‘major 
milestone’ in the overall programme. 

He added: ‘These projects will assist 
economic growth and consolidate 
Oban’s position as the main town and 
harbour in the West Highlands.’

OBAN chandlery and outdoor 
clothing business Nancy Blacks 
has gone up for sale after owner 
Ian Wallace stated his intention 
to retire.

The Argyll Square retail 
business is approaching its 50th 
year of trading. 

Mr Wallace told The Oban 
Times: ‘I ran the shop in 
partnership with Nancy for 
eight years and then for 23 years 
on my own. 

‘I have enjoyed every minute 
of it and will be sorry to leave 
it behind.

‘But I am 66 years old now 
and I feel the time is right to 
move on and retire.’

AN APPIN family was left in 
shock after their house was 
struck by lightning in the early 
hours of New Year’s Day.

Brian and Claire Jackson and 
their two young children, who 
live at Ardnaclach, heard an 
explosion and smelt burning 
after the strike at around 3am.

Claire said: ‘It was really 
frightening because we thought 

‘The house was shaking with 
the thunder and then we heard 
the explosion.’

The family’s BT phonelines 
were burnt out by the strike 
but there was no other major 
damage to the house.

OBAN is to have a tourist 
information centre again by 
the summer after VisitScotland 
announced it was to move into 
premises near the town’s North 
Pier.

Taking over the former site of 
Bennett’s, on the corner of the 
Columba Hotel buildings, the 
tourist board says it will move in 
immediately following the com-
pletion of internal renovations.

The future of its former site in 
Argyll Square, the old St Colum-
ba’s Church, also seems to have 
been settled.  VisitScotland say 
the Grade-C listed building will 

will continue to be based in the 
rear of the building until any sale 
is completed. It will continue to 
be maintained in the meantime.

The Oban Times revealed in 
November that VisitScotland 
decided not to return to the Ar-
gyll Square premises it vacated 
last May after repairs, thought to 
be around £500,000, proved too 
costly to make a return viable.

VisitScotland’s chairman Mike 
Cantley said: ‘This site will pro-
vide excellent visibility within 
the town, particularly given 
its prominent position on the 
esplanade which acts as a major 

CLOSING Argyll roads for long 
periods of time following serious 
accidents could be avoided after 
imaging technology is considered at 
highest Scottish government levels, 
The Oban Times can reveal.

Argyll and Bute MSP Michael 
Russell is urging that 3D scanner 
technology, already purchased by 
many police forces across Europe, 
should be considered for his 
constituency. 

The cameras record accident sites 
in minute detail allowing roads to be 
opened in less than one third of the 
time currently taken.

However, Oban Police chief 
inspector Brian Auld said Strathclyde 
Police is not yet convinced by the 
system’s accuracy.

Mr Russell has written to the justice 
secretary asking that Strathclyde 

Police begin trialling the technology 
in Argyll. 

He told The Oban Times said: 
‘I want to ensure Strathclyde 
Police start to experiment with the 
technology as soon as possible. I 
have asked that a pilot phase of the 
technology is used in Argyll. This 

the main arteries that are closed all 
too often for too long.’

The cost of a single 3D camera is 
£64,000. Mr Russell added: ‘I have 
been contacted by families of those 
involved in accidents, those who 

on end and those who have had to 
add hundreds of miles to their trip 
through Argyll because of road 
closures. 

All of them want some sort of 
resolution to this situation.

‘This 3D technology does two 
things: it preserves the dignity of 
those caught up in the accident, 
their friends and family and speeds 
up the time it takes to re-open the 
road by making a clear and accurate 
image of the whole crash site. These 
images truly preserve the scene as it 
was at the time of police attending 
the accident.’

Evidence
Digital images of the site can then 

be viewed on a computer screen, 
allowing investigators to take 
measurements of where vehicles are 
in relation to each other and examine 
evidence.

The MSP said: ‘At present an 
accident site in Argyll can be closed 
for up to eight hours as painstaking 
investigation is undertaken in 

travel from all over Strathclyde. The 
police are quite rightly dedicated to 
carrying out detailed investigations 
while getting the road open quickly 
after an accident. This equipment 
could be an appropriate solution.’

Chief inspector Auld told The 
Oban Times: ‘We will look at any 
technology that will lessen the impact 
road crashes have on communities 
but as it stands our best asset is still 

‘We are yet to be convinced that 
this system would be better than the 

Investigated
‘All serious road crashes will be 

thoroughly and robustly investigated 
so that if it results in a fatality, the 
police can tell the families what 
happened and lessons can be learned 
to avoid repeat incidents.’

LESS than six months since 
she visited Oban to help mark 
the town’s 200th anniversary as 
a Royal burgh, HRH Princess 
Anne last week returned for an 
informal visit.

The Princess Royal was one 
of a party of four who stayed 
at the four-star Manor House 
Hotel, last Wednesday. Depute 
manager Allan McKie told The 
Oban Times: ‘She stayed one 
night and had dinner with us 
before leaving early the follow-

and she was very interested in 
the hotel and its history.’

It is believed the Princess 
Royal went on to visit one of the 
Hebridean islands on Thursday.

visitor thoroughfare, especially 
in the busy season.’

Mr Cantley thanked the 
community for their patience 
during the past few months and 
paid tribute to CalMac for its 
‘outstanding support’ in offering 
temporary accommodation.

News of a new home for tourist 
information has been welcomed 
by Oban and Lorn Tourism 
Association. Its chairwoman, 
Linda Battison, said: ‘The old 
Bennett’s building is a perfect 
location, with good access to 

location.
‘The right thing to do was to 

take slightly longer than maybe 

best solution.  We’re delighted 
with the decision.’

Oban councillor and Argyll 
and Bute Council’s tourism 
spokesperson Neil Mackay, said: 
‘The importance to sustain and 
improve the visitor experience 
is absolutely crucial for Oban, 
Lorn and the Islands.

‘We should always remember 
that there are plenty places that 
would like to and are actively at-
tempting to ‘pinch’ our tourism 
status of being  Scotland’s jewel 
in crown’.

Oban police chief resists call for 3D accident cameras

2 Railway Pier, Oban, Argyll PA34 4LW

Call us on 01631 570 347
www.theolivegardenoban.co.uk

  All Main Courses*
January &  February

*Excludes Express Menu & Takeaway items
During Winter: Closed Tues/Wed/Thurs

THE BIG
DEAL

The Sandyford Hotel offers high quality, affordable hotel accommodation near 
the SECC, conveniently located near the West End and City Centre of Glasgow. 
The Hotel was recently fully refurbished and boasts 55 individually styled hotel rooms 
all with en-suite bathrooms, direct dial telephone, complimentary tea and coffee making 
facilities and 24 hour reception.

Enjoy a week-end away or hit the shops for the January sales!

Cheap Glasgow Hotel Accommodation 
near SECC, West End and City Centre

Sandyford Hotel Glasgow
904 Sauchiehall St, Glasgow, G3 7TF
Tel: (+44) 0141 334 0000     Fax: (+44) 0141 337 1812
Email: info@sandyfordhotelglasgow.com
When making your booking mention you read about the hotel in the Oban Times
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THE ISLANDS of Seil and 
Easdale will host the Easdale 

weekend in May.
The success of the inaugral 

event last year has encouraged 
organisers to aim for an annual 
date on their social calendar.

Louise Glen-Lee welcomed the 
initiative as offering something 

in coastal Argyll. 
‘It’s not every day you see 

these fast, powerful machines 
all in one place at the same 
time.  It is a welcome addition 
to the west coast’s sea calendar,’ 
she said.

She added: ‘Last year the 

to the area for a great family 

company Seafari Adventures 

community-trust Eilean 
Eisdeal provide the safe 

restaurants and accommodation 
providers throughout the area.
I understand people are coming 
from all over the country to 
attend the event which further 

marine tourism potential.’

THE ISLE of Skye has claimed 
two of the three Scottish 
Government appointments on 

Sleat.
Working crofter Susan 

and vet William Swann, from 
Ardvasar, will take their places 

and landlord of a 1,600-hectare 
crofting estate on Shetland.

12.

crofter for three decades, 
producing much of the family 
food on a two-acre croft. She 
is the co-author of ‘The State 

academic report on crofting in 
her local township, and writes 
articles for the press on crofting 
matters. 

Ms Walker is also a director 

Initiative, the local community 

and economic activity through 

She told The Oban Times:

commission] a vision for crofting 
and how important it is to keep 
people on the land and keep 

areas.

Isle of Skye crofter Susan Walker from Camuscross is one of three 
people from crofting backgrounds to have been appointed to 

a revamped Crofting Commission. She states that her main aim 
is to keep people on the land and keep communities viable in 

fragile areas.

New Crofting Commission 
draws on Skye knowledge
Further six places to be filled following 
result of first crofting elections in March

Beachd Ailein
Ailean Caimbeul

REPORT

STEPHEN NORRIS

Today marks 
another historic 
moment - when 
Scotland’s crofters 
get a seat at the 
table to make 
decisions that 
affect their future.
Environment 
Minister 
Stewart Stevenson

Rendezvous
aims for 
second
success

last week after he took almost 

It took Killin Mountain Rescue 
10 hours to rescue the man, who 
had decided to ‘travel light’, 
failing to take a compass, map, 

when encountering whiteout 

She contacted the police who, 
in turn, alerted Killin Mountain 
Rescue.

slopes were treacherous and team 

deep in snow. Regular contact 
was made with the made with 
the man, who had dug a snow 

It took the mountain rescue team 

conditions were poor. The man 
was warmed up and walked off 
the hill with help from the team. 

10 hours after the alarm was 
raised.

inspector Kevin Findlater said: 

and took little notice of the 
approaching conditions. 

pay close attention to the weather 
forecasts and the weather 
conditions. The weather at the 

the conditions at the summit.
‘It is irrelevant whether you 

times or once. You still need to 

still need to pay close attention 
to changing weather conditions.

man was found safe and well. 
However he has put his own life 
at risk and that of other people 
who were out looking for him.’

Inspector Findlater has now 
urged locals to ensure they 
prepare for all conditions when 
attempting ascents.

He said: ‘To go up the hills 
at this time of the year and not 

‘It is playing with people’s 

lightly.’

Police say stranded Ben Ledi  
walker’s actions were ‘inexcusable’
Killin Mountain Rescue take 10 hours to aid man who travelled ‘light’

Conditions on Scotland’s mountains can change quickly and the upper slopes of Ben Ledi were 
treacherous. Killin Mountain Rescue team members found themselves waist deep in snow.

and emergency services in 

the county’s MSP for pulling 
together during the storms on 
January 3. 

providers for ‘letting everyone 
down’ and has demanded an 
upgrade to the service in his 
constituency.

During one of the worst 
storms to hit the region in recent 
years, gusts of up to 100mph, 

infrastructure and caused trees 
and foliage to fall onto key 

Mr Russell, who lives in 
rural Argyll, said: ‘I commend 
everyone who helped keep the 
area moving during and after 

‘There was a real com-
munity effort from volunteers, 
emergency services and workers 
who pulled out all the stops to 
make sure all were safe and 

it was dealt with quickly and 

area.’

in communicating issues was 

he claimed.

MSP backs Argyll 
storm aid actions 

-
tan agus teaghlach Steaphan iad fhèin fa chomhair an t-saoghail 

is gun ghuth air gur dòcha gun d’ rugadh ‘s gun d’ thogadh an 

-

air dhòigh air choreigin. Tha poilis Lunnainn a’ dèanamh oidhirp 

-

conscience and to our continuing shame racism is a regular real-

This is not uniquely targeted at coloured people and thousands 

As the Metropolitan Police makes progress to cure ‘institutional 

genuine ‘diversity dividend’ of multi-culturalism.

Ailean Caimbeul  (Allan Campbell )
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

consulted on whether they would 

initiative that would pay for 
improvements to the island.

The island is following in 
the footsteps of other areas, 

The reason for the consultation, 
which will last for around 

will mean for the island and its 

Although there is a steering 
committee set up to drive the 

to get involved during the 
consultation.

in the tourism sector initially 

to starting the new year with 
something new and challenging.

‘In this challenging economic 
environment we need to stay 

the success of previous years, 
if we are to compete with other 
destinations.’

Following the end of the 

on whether they would like a 

months of 2013.
‘It is at the early stages,’ said 

out what people would like to 
do, so we can form an accurate 

some informal workshops, 
meetings and presentations for 

we need to get round to people 
ASAP.’

Mull businesses 
may bid for finance-   
raising initiative
Three-month consultation underway

last week when storms raged 
across the county.

At a time of year when the 

calls, reports of storm damage 

the huge increase in incidents.

Police swamped 
with calls as storm 
hits Argyll and Bute

Schools invited to 
take part in awards

invited to enter the Scottish 
Education Awards 2012.

The awards are linked to the 

programme and recognise 
dedication and commitment of 
teaching staff and education 
supporters.

Details of the nomination 
categories and criteria are at 
http://www.scottisheducationa-
wards.org.uk.

Scottish education calendar, the 
award ceremony will take place 
at the Hilton Hotel in Glasgow 
on Tuesday June 12.

allegedly drink driving after 

Ardfern.
The man is due to appear at 

Suspected drink 
driver at Ardfern

to host a tourism industry event 

The free event incorporates 

time to discuss opportunities, 
issues and priorities for their 
individual enterprises and for 

Details at http://www.event-

Tourism event at 
Fort William

A STRONTIAN pensioner has 
denied driving his car in the 
village while nearly twice the 
legal alcohol limit.

Dalmhor, pled not guilty to 

and other roads in Strontian on 

Defence solicitor Hamish 

driven anywhere.

trial at Fort William Sheriff 

Strontian driver in 
car but not driving 

NEWSDESK 
01631 568000
01397 703003

Lochaber’s 2011 poppy appeal raised nearly £7,500  - an increase 
of more than £1,600 on the previous year’s total. PoppyScotland, 

a charity which helps wounded service personnel and their 
families as well as the dependants of those killed in action, 

organised the poppy sales and the collection of donations. Area 
organiser Mark McCann said the total was ‘a fantastic result’. He 
said: ‘I would like to thank all who so generously contributed to 

this year’s appeal – outlets, sellers, distributors, Legion members, 
all three cadet forces and most of all the general public.’ Mr 

McCann is pictured receiving empty collection tins from Royal 
Bank of Scotland assistant manager Janet Richardson and worker 

Audrey Dennison, who counted the contents.

success ‘a fantastic result’ 

vessel north west of the Isle of 
Lewis.

Jean Claude Coulon II
early on Sunday morning, when 

The coastguard rescue 

helicopter at Stornoway was 

man. 
The helicopter guided the 

the man was found to have died 

at Stornoway coastguard, said: 

The vessel then made its way to 

the appropriate authorities.

on scene.’

conducted with the assistance of 

THE ARGYLL and Sutherland 

-

training facility, with the French 

methods of military tactics used 

train and ultimately serve in 

tactics with the French and used 

French Army.’

warfare training facility in 

ongoing.

Argylls train at 
French urban centre 

‘Some people have rather 
forgotten what crofting was set 

more relevant as time goes on.’ 

up on a small moorland hill 
farm on the Isle of Man and kept 

development. 
A respected oil painter 

who often includes crofting 
landscapes in his work, Mr 

Islands Enterprise.
Environment Minister Stewart 

Stevenson said: ‘I am delighted 
to announce the appointment 
of Susan, William and Sandy 

at this very important time 
for crofting. The Scottish 
Government wants to give 
crofters a voice to determine 

is a solid step down that road. 
Today marks another historic 
moment - when Scotland’s 

make decisions that affect their 
future.’

He added: ‘The Scottish 

that are occupied and worked 

growth and development of our 
crofting communities. Having 
an effective regulator is a vital 
part of achieving that aim.’

returning candidate nomination 
papers and application papers 

Thursday January 26. 
The count of votes will 

take place on March 16. The 

appointees, on April 1.
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PUB chain JD Wetherspoon has 
renewed its interest in opening 
a premises in Oban, The Oban 
Times has learned.

A spokesperson said: ‘We are 
as keen as ever to open a pub 
in Oban and we are currently 
looking for a suitable site.

‘The company has more than 
50 pubs across Scotland and we 
feel being in Oban would be a 
great addition.’

WORK to re-open Oban’s 
cinema is progressing apace, 
although the opening date has 
had to be pushed back another 
few weeks.

It is now hoped Oban 
Phoenix Cinema will re-open 
by Easter weekend, following 
the successful conclusion of an 
asbestos safety report which 

has cleared the building of any 
possible dangers. Redecoration 
can now restart in earnest and 
one of the company’s directors, 
Mikey McManus, says locals 
will start noticing the difference 
in the building soon.

‘It’s full steam ahead now,’ he 
said. ‘We will be working on 
new doors, new signs and a new 

foyer, so there will be noticeable 
changes to the building soon.

‘As part of that, we’re 
planning two community work 
involvement days in the cinema 
to help remove carpets and other 
items in preparation for the new 

There was more good news, 

cinema will be digital, following 
grants of £25,000 from the 
Crerar Hotel chain and £35,000 
from Creative Scotland.

Fundraising continues though, 

determined to refurbish the 
cinema to the highest possible 
standard. 

year will be a special movie-
themed Zumba event at Atlantis 
this Saturday.

Larni Wright has donated her 
time to host the event, while the 
hall space has been donated by 
Atlantis, meaning every penny 
of the entry fee goes towards the 
cinema. 

Held from 7pm to 9pm, a 

number of special routines 
have been devised to go along 
with music from Saturday 
Night Fever, Austin Powers and 
Footloose
For more information, contact 
Atlantis or email Larni at 
larnicals1919@hotmail.com.

There will also be a bring 
and buy sale at the Corran 

Halls on Saturday January 28, 
giving locals a chance to trade 
off those unwanted Christmas 
presents or just clear some room 
for the coming year. Running 
from noon to 4pm, there will 
be a bouncy castle and face 
painting. To book a table, call 
the 07557 905414 or email info@ 
obanphoenixcinema.co.uk.

Oban cinema group re-focuses on Easter weekend opening

Pub chain renews 
interest in town

THIEVES who duped an Oban shopkeeper 
into leaving his store unattended after 
asking him to fetch a plaster for a bleeding 
hand have been given jail sentences at Oban 
Sheriff Court.

Oban couple Steven Kelly, of Room 4, 
Donmor Lodge, and Patricia McGuire, of 
Room 1, Kerrera Flats, both pled guilty 
on Monday to stealing items from Guise 
Clothing [formerly the Jean Shop] on Argyll 
Square on December 29 last year. 

After being asked to help McGuire, the 

long enough for the pair to grab clothing 
and leave. Kelly admitted taking a shirt and 
McGuire a sweater - items worth £45 each. 
On checking the shop’s CCTV, police ques-
tioned McGuire at home but while they were 
there, Kelly arrived with the stolen shirt in 
his possession.

Sheriff Douglas Small commented on 
the pair’s long list of previous convictions 
before sentencing each of them to 60 days 
in prison.

Clothes shop thieves jailed for 60 days

Pothole patch-up prompts 
call for more roads scrutiny

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

Euan Paterson
epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

Engineer speaks out over 
‘sub-standard’ repairs 

AMBITIOUS plans to further 
build Mull’s burgeoning reputa-
tion for the arts by turning the 
island into a centre of excellence 
have been revealed.

Comar is being established 
jointly by the committees of An 
Tobar and Mull Theatre after 
months of planning to not only 
attract more funding, but to 
develop artistes’ opportunities 
and bookings.

A long term project, the initial 
goals are modest, attract more 
funding and consolidate current 
position for the pair.

However, looking towards 2013 
and beyond, Comar’s objective 
is to take Mull’s talents not just 
to the rest of Argyll and Bute, 
but to Scotland and the UK as a 
whole by using the considerable 
talents on the island.

Other plans include developing 
creative workshops, education 
programmes and specialist 
schemes for youth theatre, music 
and dance.

It is thought that the model is 

Scotland.
Comar’s chairman is Norman 

Quirk, the vice chairman of 
Mull Theatre, whose pedigree in 
the arts is undisputed as a former 
executive director of Scottish 
Ballet.

He believes the development of 

a major step forward.
He said: ‘We’re bringing An 

Tobar and Mull Theatre together 
really to get the best synergy 
between the organisations.  Our 
goal is to be a centre of excel-
lence for the arts.

‘What we hope to do is make 
it greater than the sum of its two 

of the arts on Mull, throughout 
Argyll and Bute and the rest 
of Scotland. It will take full 
advantage of the exceptional 
skill base we have between the 
organisations.

‘We are absolutely excited 
about it. It’s not about saving 
money, it’s about creating some-
thing good, growing it and being 
positive.’

There won’t, however, be 
any great changes to the way 
An Tobar or Mull Theatre are 
run.Mr Quirk said: ‘Both will 
maintain their trading names 
and their own identities. If it 

will effectively be invisible to 
most people.’

advertising for a new chief 
executive to help drive the or-
ganisation forward, particularly 
with regards funding applica-
tions and publicity.  It is hoped 
an appointment can be made by 
the end of March.

Mr Quirk accepts that the plan 
is ambitious, but quite deliber-
ately so. He said: ‘It is ambitious, 
but if you don’t aim for the stars 
you don’t reach the moon. 

like this in Creative Scotland’s 
area. We want to be in there, 
showing the way and proving 
this model can work.’

Mull aims 
for arts 
centre of 
excellence

Oban paedophile secretly 
filmed visitors in bathroom
A PAEDOPHILE from Oban 
gathered 276 images and 28 
videos of children as well as 
taking secret images of people 
in his home.

Ian Kirkpatrick, aged 50, 
whose address in court was 
given as c/o Greenock Prison, 
appeared from custody at Oban 
Sheriff Court on Monday, 
having previously admitted to 

indecent images of children, 
and four of taking images of 
people using the bathroom in 
his mother’s house - three of 
teenagers and one of a woman.

The former gardener/handy-
man showed no emotion as 
Procurator Fiscal David Glancy 
spent half an hour reading the 
circumstances of the case.

Kirkpatrick’s activities were 

2010, shortly after he moved 
out of the home he shared with 
his mother to live with a partner 
near Ganavan.

Alarmed and upset 
His mother started to clean 

his bedroom and discovered 
pictures of naked children.

Mr Glancy said: ‘She was both 
alarmed, disturbed and upset at 
what she found.’

The police were contacted, 
sparking an enquiry that would 
last more than 18 months.

As a result, four computers 
were recovered, as well as 
a number of hard disks and 
memory sticks.

During a search of his 
mother’s property, Kirkpatrick 

was discovered emerging from 
a cupboard. In it, access was 
found to the loft, which he had 
converted into a ‘den’. Kirkpat-
rick had fashioned holes looking 
both towards the town and over 
a nearby playpark. A telescope 
was also found here.

converted from an extractor to 
allow a view of the bathroom 
below. It was here Kirkpatrick 
trained his camera on unsus-
pecting visitors to his mother’s 
house, taking 186 photographs 
in addition to the 276 found on 
his computer.

Mr Glancy said his victims felt 
‘violated, angry and disgusted’ 
at Kirkpatrick actions.

Sentence was deferred until 
February 6 for reports.

raised at this year’s family Hogmanay event in the 
Argyllshire Gathering Halls.

Oban 365, the charity that organised the party, said 
it had received very positive feedback from its maiden 
event and was looking forward to a similarly successful 
celebration next year.

The fundraising total of £4,497.50 will now be split 
between the Anthony Nolan Trust and Argyll Beats 
Cardiovascular Disease.

Ian MacInnes of Oban 365 said: ‘I would like to thank 
everyone who attended the event and Amanda MacPhail 
and staff at the Argyllshire Gathering Halls who worked 
tirelessly to ensure the event ran smoothly.

‘I would also like to thank the local businesses who 
so generously sponsored the event and covered costs, 
enabling us to donate all the proceeds to charity.’

Gym donates to school

Charities gain £5,000 from 
Hogmanay family party

ATLANTIS Leisure 
has donated its old gym 
equipment to Oban High 
School, ahead of the open 
day of its refurbished gym 
this Saturday.

The Oban centre’s 
manager Nick Wesley and 
youth leader Donna Smith 

to Oban High School PE 
teacher Murray Hamilton 
on Monday.

Murray said: ‘This is 

a brilliant opportunity 
for us to link in with the 
community but the real 
winners in all of this are 
the pupils.’

Nick added: ‘We are 
proud to be able to donate 
this equipment following 
the full refurbishment 
of our gym. Donna’s 
connection with the high 
school, as our youth 
leader, was instrumental 
in arranging the deal.’

Oban High School teacher Murray Hamilton tries out 
the gym equipment as Atlantis Leisure’s Nick Wesley 

and Donna Smith look on. 16_t02gym01

Demolished
Dunbeg
homes were 
too expensive 
to repair
FOUR houses built in Dunbeg 
less than 20 years ago have 
been demolished after they were 
deemed too expensive to repair.

The one-bedroom bungalows 
in Kirk Road came down just 
before Christmas after moisture 
built up inside the structures, 
making them damp and unin-
habitable. 

Built in 1992 by Lorn Housing 
Association, the decision to 
demolish was taken by its suc-
cessor, West Highland Housing 
Association.

The association’s operations 
manager Graeme Bruce ex-
plained: ‘We were having 
problems with damp and over 
the past year we have moved our 
tenants into other homes.

‘Following an investigation 
into the extent of the damage we 
realised we had a major problem 
on our hands and that the homes 
were beyond economical repair.’

Mr Bruce refuted claims the 
site was unsuitable for housing 

site was not the problem.
He said: ‘These houses were 

one of the early timber frame 
structures, built to the standard 
at the time, but building technol-
ogy has moved on, as have the 
types of materials we can use.’

Argyll MP calls for 
‘weatherproof’ 
power system
LAST week’s power cuts across 
Argyll and Bute, caused by 
severe weather, has prompted 
a call for better preventative 
measures to be taken.

Argyll and Bute MP Alan 
Reid praised the engineers 
who worked tirelessly for days 
in challenging conditions to 
restore supplies following last 
week’s strong winds.

But, with more adverse 
weather forecast, he is to 
call for the Scottish Affairs 
Select Committee to mount an 
inquiry into how the country’s 
electricity network could be 
made more resilient.

AN EXPERIENCED roads 
engineer says Argyll and Bute 
Council must be more account-
able for its roadworks after 
seeing four separate patchwork 
repairs in as many weeks outside 
his home.

Willie Barnett, who runs Alba 
Transport, said he was ‘more 
disappointed than angry’ about 
what he deemed sub-standard 
repairs to an ever-expanding 
pothole on the South Shian road 
at Tralee, near Benderloch.

But he fears his own local 
example is just one of many 
throughout Argyll and has called 
for more scrutiny of the cash-
strapped roads department.

His call follows an announce-
ment from the department that it 
is expecting to receive less than 
half of the funding it needs from 
this year’s budget to maintain 
the roads network in its current 
state.

Mr Barnett said: ‘There needs 
to be more accountability on 
public spending. Are we getting 

Roads engineer Willie Barnett shows a spade-full of ‘scalpings’ that have come out of the pothole at 
Tralee. 16_t02road01

best value for our money and 
are contractors under enough 
scrutiny for the work they do?

‘The public needs to be reas-
sured, particularly in these tough 

The permanent pothole repair 
of roads in South Shian started 
on Tuesday but three previous 
repairs were done to at least one 
section of the road on December 
13, 15 and 30.

Mr Barnett, who has 30 years’ 
experience in his industry, 
claimed his own car had a dam-
aged windscreen and a broken 
spring as a result of the road 
conditions and said others had 
experienced similar problems.
A spokeswoman for Argyll and 
Bute Council said it was normal 
to repair potholes using hot 
bitumen direct from a quarry 
but as these quarries were closed 

over Christmas and New Year, 
cold tar was used as a stop-gap. 
The recent South Shian repair 
work on December 30 had been 
carried out with cold tar because 
of the wet conditions and the 
council admitted this would not 
have any longevity.

She added: ‘We aim to, wher-
ever possible and practical, per-
manently repair pothole defects 
on a one-time visit but this is not 
always possible. 

‘The road network is formally 
inspected in accordance with the 
Council Asset Management Plan 
and repaired accordingly. 

‘The condition of the road 
network is such that in bad 
weather a pothole can literally 
appear overnight and we rely 
on local people and community 
councils to inform us of such 
defects outwith the formal route 
inspection regime.

‘You can report road faults 
on 01546 605514 or use our on-
line form at http://www.argyll-
bute.gov.uk/forms/contact-us.’

CÙRSAICHEAN CEUMA

01471 888304
iarrtas@smo.uhi.ac.uk
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A 29-YEAR-old man required 
hospital treatment to serious 
facial injuries following an 
alleged serious assault in Main 
Street, Tobermory, Isle of Mull

The man was one of a group 
of three victims of the alleged 
incident on December 29, for 
which two men, aged 30 and 41, 
have been charged.

The 30 year old faces a 
serious assault charge, while the 
41-year-old has been charged 
with two counts of assault.

Two arrested 
following Mull 
serious assault

THE BODY of Oban man 
Martin Brownlow was found at 
Glencruitten Golf Course last 
week by a dog walker.

Oban Police, who said there 
were no suspicious circum-
stances surrounding the death 
of the 47 year old, were called 
to the golf course at 3.12pm last 
Wednesday and the area was 
cordoned off for almost four 
hours.

Golf course death

FURTHER drugs searches in 
Oban over the past fortnight 
have resulted in the arrest of 
three people.

In Shore Street, a quantity of 
diazepam was recovered from 
the premises occupied by a 47-
year-old woman on December 
29 and at another Shore Street 
address last Friday, dealer-sized 
amounts of heroin and ecstasy 
were seized from the property 
occupied by a 32-year-old man.

On Monday, in MacDougall 
Court, police recovered a 
quantity of heroin from the 
premises occupied by a 37-year-
old female.

Drug search arrests
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STRACHUR

BARRA
THREE Barra families shone 
at Barra and Vatersay Island 
Produce Show competitions 
throughout the year, showing 
their skill at arts, crafts and 
cooking.

In total, 77 took part in 

competitions at the show, with 
competitors picking up points at 
each show.

Eight of the nine prizes were 
taken by members of the same 
three families - showing they 
will be the ones to beat in 2012.

The competitions were: 
Handmade Valentines Card, 
Mothers Day Menu using Fair 
Trade and local ingredients,  
Decorated egg, boiled or blown, 
Vegetable Animal, Poster for 
the Show, 1 Lettuce, Item made 
of Shell, Garden Flowers in 

Hallowe’en Lantern, Four 
Scones and Christmas Tree 
Decoration.

Eoligarry School took the 
competition to heart and 
organised its own league tables, 
with pupils from the school 
taking second and third in both 
the pre-school to P4 and P5/P6 
categories.

The winners were: Pre-school 
to P4: 1 Jayde Brannigan, 320 
points; 2 Finlay MacQuarrie, 
205 points; 3 Joanna MacNeil, 
150 points. P5/P6: 1 Skye 
Brannigan, 365 points; 2 Grace 
MacQuarrie, 210 points; 3 
Abaigeal MacNeil, 145 points.

Adults: 1 Merian MacNeil, 
265 points; 2 Nick Brannigan, 
260 points; 3 Marie Brannigan, 
220 points.

A show spokesperson said: 
‘These competitions could not 
have taken place without the 
sponsors so we would very 
much like to thank them all for 
their support. 

‘They are Barratlantic 
Limited, Scottish Co-op 
Membership, Croft 32, Gàradh 
a’ Bhàgh a’ Tuath, Isle of Barra 
Beach Hotel, Croit na h-Aibhne, 

Motors, Clearwater Paddling, 
Tangusdale Beach Cottages and 
Tiger Aspect.  

‘We would also like to thank 
all the judges throughout the 
year, many of whom were 
pounced upon at last minute.

‘The mini competitions will 
be running at the island markets 
throughout 2012 and we are 
looking forward to seeing all 
the fantastic entries.’ 

TELEVISION audiences 
rejoiced last week when the 
Island Parish returned to Barra 
for a second series.

a bombshell as Father Roddy 
delivered the news he was 
leaving.

The Island Parish, which 
follows the story of Father John 
Paul MacKinnon in his second 
year on the island, airs on 
Monday nights and is repeated 
on BBC HD on Wednesdays 
and BBC2 on Thursdays. 

BARRAFEST 2012 will this 
year start on July 27, with three 
days of music starting at 6pm.

A STRACHUR gardener who 

Vancouver, Canada, has been 
honoured in the city.

John Montgomery has been 
formally recognised in a plaque 
ceremony as the creator of 

Stanley Park and the City of 
Vancouver. 

The Rock Garden which 
he had created in the city’s 
world renowned Stanley 

John Montgomery in his Stanley Park garden.

ISLAY
SINCE late December 2011, 
Islay has experienced three 
severe gales, with the most 
recent being last Tuesday night, 
with storm force winds gusting 
to 100mph. 

Properties on the island 

and storm surge from a high 
tide have suffered considerable 
damage, with many house 
roofs stripped of slates or 
parts of roofs broken through, 
leaving homes and community 
buildings open to the elements. 

Several cars parked in the 
villages were damaged by slates 
falling from roofs.

In Port Ellen, much of the 
village was affected, with part 
of the sea wall having collapsed, 
and the council-owned Ramsay 
Hall in Port Ellen lost a large 
part of its roof, which will 
require extensive repairs.

There have been several re-
ports of collapses of agricultural 
sheds, with many sheds having 
skylights blown out. A number 
of trees were blown down, 
temporarily blocking roads and 
access tracks. 

Large heaps of seaweed and 
beach pebbles were thrown up 
onto shore-side roads, but have 
now been cleared by the council 
or by local farmers.

Telephone services, both 
landline and mobile, have been 
disrupted for several days, and 
the Rhinns of Islay has been 
without electricity supply from 
the Tuesday evening until the 
time of writing - midday on 
Thursday January 5th - despite 
efforts by SSE/Hydro Electric 
to restore the service to all 
households. 

Severe thunderstorms and 
intense hail showers contributed 
to the power-line damage.

With the clean-up operations 
underway, many local people 

TIREE
THE TIREE Association will 
hold its annual Burns Supper 
at Ralston Community Hall, 
Paisley, on Saturday January 28 
from 7.30pm.

LUSS
BYLAWS banning the public 
consumption of alcohol in Luss 
will come into force this month.

Argyll and Bute Council has 

19, it will be an offence to be in 
possession of an open container 
of alcohol within the village.

The addition to the county’s 
existing bylaws, which do 
not affect people on their 
own property, were approved 
by justice secretary Kenny 
MacAskill, last week.  

He said: ‘Public drinking is 

STRATH of Appin’s Gaelic 
Medium Unit is holding an open 
day at the school on Wednesday, 
January 18.

The fun morning for children 
of pre-school age is open to 
everyone and will offer lots of 
fun, free activities.

APPIN

BERNERAY Week 2012 will 
be held from July 13 to 21, 
organisers have announced.

The event, the showpiece of 
the Hebridean island’s year, will 
have a similar format to 2011.

Highlights will include the 
Berneray 10k race, Sports Day 
on the Machair, a treasure hunt 
and a traditional music, song 
and dance concert.

‘REPEAT photography: changing views of the 
crofting landscape over time’ will be the theme 
at the next meeting of Comunn Eachdraidh 
Shlèite (Sleat Local History Society) in the 
Conference Room/Seomar Cruinneachaidh at 
Sabhal Mor Ostaig on Wednesday February 15.

Society members and friends are encouraged 
to dig out old photos and take some new ones 
ahead of the event.

LOCAL man Donald MacIsaac 
will address Comann Eachraidh 
Muideart (Moidart Local 
History Group) on the history 
of Smirisary, a township near 
Glenuig, at its next meeting on 
February 13.

The evening in Glenuig Hall 
starts at 7.30pm. Everyone 
welcome.

GLENGARRY Community Hall should 
become a gathering place for local people in 
the event of a major power failure, according to 
local man Neil Stewart.

Mr Stewart, from Invergarry, came up with 
the idea after an appeal was made for items for 
possible inclusion on the community council 
agenda.

He said: ‘I would like to suggest that we 
purchase an emergency standby generator for 
the hall so that, in the event of a major power 
failure, the hall could become the hub of the 
community where people could gather to keep 
warm, have something warm to eat and drink 
as well as communicate and be updated.’

DUROR AND Kentallen Art Club will hold 
the latest of its weekly winter sessions in the 
community centre next Wednesday between 
10am and 12pm.

The informal group of local enthusiasts 
welcomes everyone - just bring your own 
materials and enjoy painting and drawing with 
others.

To cover hall hire charges, each session costs 
£2, including refreshments.

A WEBSITE giving users the 
chance to experience a virtual 
underwater journey through 
Loch Sunart in Ardnamurchan 
has been launched.

The Scottish Natural Heritage 
web page shows photographs, 
videos and data from a number 
of surveys carried out on the 
loch during 2011. SNH hope it 
will help people understand an 
environment few will get to see 

The see the results, visit 
http://www.snh.gov.uk/__mpa/.

THE ISLE of Eigg has won 
praise for showing how remote 
communities can become more 

and native sheep breeder in 
Leicestershire.

Cathy Cassie of CassieFlocks 
told islanders on their 
community website: ‘Your 
Green Island initiative is 
fantastic. I really admire you all 
for what you are doing.’

Ms Cassie also said she 
‘would love’ to publish an 
article about Eigg in the 

A RARE visitor to Scotland’s 
coastal waters has been found 
on an Ardnamurchan beach.

The specimen, believed to 

discovered on grass behind the 
beach near the mouth of the 
Sanna Burn. 

Violent winter storms 

home. 

years until portions slowly 
became abandoned and 
eventually disappeared into the 
surrounding forest.

The story of the Rock Garden 
remained lost and forgotten 
until it was unexpectedly 
re-discovered in 2000 by Chris 
Hay, a descendent of John 
Montgomery, while researching 
family history.

John Montgomery was born 
in Strachur on March 24 1844. 
As a young man he moved to 
Peebles where, with his wife 
Barbara, they raised a large 
family of nine children. 

With four of their children 
having immigrated, John, his 
wife and two younger daughters 
soon contemplated it as well and 
on June 18 1908 set sail from 
Glasgow to Montreal where 
they continued on by train to 
Vancouver.

Montgomery visited nearby 
Stanley Park regularly and at 
age 65 applied for a position as a 
park gardener. As an established 
master gardener, John’s skills 
were soon recognised in his 
hiring by the Vancouver Park 
Board. 

In 1911 excavations began 
in the park for a new large 
refreshment pavilion building 

its visitors. For the following 
nine years until his death on 
March 15, 1920, he created 
an extensive rock garden that 
stretched for almost a mile from 
Pipeline Road to Coal Harbour.

After years of research and 
lobbying by both the city and 
Vancouver Park Board, which 
manages Stanley Park, a motion 
was passed by the Park Board 
on July 11 2011 to formally 
recognise the Rock Garden as 
a historical site of the City of 
Vancouver. 

This was followed by a 
celebration on October 23 for 
the 100th birthday of both the 
pavilion and its surrounding 
Rock Garden.

able to undertake repairs to 
their properties.

ISLAY Gaelic Choir (Còisir 
Ghàidhlig Ìle) will hold its 

at 7.30pm in Bowmore Village 
Hall on January 12. 

New or returning members 
are welcome and now is a 
good time to join as the choirs 
-  mixed voice, ladies and male 
voices - will be starting work 
on the 2012 National Mòd 
prescribed pieces.

On January 19 the choir’s 
AGM, postponed from 
December 8 as a result of 
severe weather, will be held in 
Bowmore Hall at 7.30pm.

PORT Ellen Primary School 
is pleased to announce the 
appointment of Maureen 
MacDonald as head teacher. 

Mrs MacDonald has been 
acting head teacher in recent 
months and the school is 
delighted her post is now 

Eigg’s Hebridean sheep: interest from Leicestershire.

Hebridean Sheep Society 
yearbook.

Islander Kathleen Millar has 

years and has published an 
article on them.

Kathleen told The Oban 
Times: ‘They are very hardy 
and well suited to cope with all 
the elements. Hopefully in the 
future Eigg will market its own 
lamb then everyone can taste 
for themselves just how good 
Hebridean meat is.’

SLEAT

DUROR AND KENTALLEN

GLENGARRY

Newsdesk 01631 568000

The grey trigger fish found at Sanna, Ardnamurchan.

The species is normally found 
along the western coast of 
Africa, from the Mediterranean 
southwards, and along the 
eastern seaboard of the 
Americas, from Nova Scotia to 
Argentina. 

present in British waters, alive 
or dead, are rare. A specimen is 

recorded as being washed up on 
Lewis in 2000.

Local man Jon Haylett said: 
‘Quite why it was on the grass 
remains a mystery, though it 
was probably put there by a 
passer-by.

watch out for live specimens as 
it has a reputation for attacking 
people, the bite being very 
painful. It is also very good to 
eat.’

ARDNAMURCHAN

EIGG

GLENUIG

BERNERAY

Barcaldine Primary School children with their prizewinning posters.

BARCALDINE

CHILDREN from Barcaldine Primary School 
have won recognition in this year’s  Road Safety 
Competition run by Argyll and Bute Council.

In what was a very commendable effort by the 

as prizewinners and there were more than 1,500 
entries. 

Shona McKenzie in primary six came second in 
her category and Abi MacCorquodale in primary 
two also came second in her category. 

Both girls received £20 Amazon vouchers as 
their prize. 

Ben MacCorquodale received a fourth in his 
primary two category and won a £10 voucher 

for Amazon.  Jenny McIntyre in primary seven 
and Eilidh Munro in primary six both received 
Highly Recommended in their categories. 

BARCALDINE Primary School hosted its 
annual community night at the Scottish Sealife 
Sanctuary.

There was singing and instrument playing by 

the audience was completely engaged.
They even joined in on several occasions.

Many of the children’s enterprising handicrafts 
were on sale and an impressive £150 was raised 
for school funds.

Success in road safety competition

LOCH SUNART

often a nuisance and can greatly 
hamper the quality of life for 
residents in a particular area. 

‘All local authorities in 
Scotland already have such 
byelaws in force and that 
demonstrates how seriously 
local authorities are tackling 
the problem of reducing 
the nuisance and disorder 
commonly associated with 
public drinking.

‘I will continue to support 
other councils that come 
forward with similar byelaw 
proposals for designated places.’

Breeder praises 
island’s initiative

Ardnamurchan beach

LISMORE
ISLANDERS donated 
generously to the 2011 com-
munal Christmas card as well as 
supporting the Holly Tea held in 
Lismore Hall in December. 

As a result the Edinburgh Sick 
Kids Friends’ Foundation will 

receive £305 from the Holly Tea 
and £376 from the Christmas 
card. Thanks to Anna Stewart, 
Ina MacColl, Beth Campbell 
and Denise Willis for their hard 
work.

THE PRIMARY school 
children took charge of the local 
card post and  raised  £145 for 
school funds. 

BETH Campbell opened the 
Lismore café for two days at 

she had been running which 
raised £400 - £360 of which 
went to Oban High School 
Hostel and £40 to Lismore 
Primary School. 

The winners were Ina 
MacColl and Vance Cass. 

Beth will be opening the café 
at various dates in the winter 
and details can be found on 

THE WEATHER continues to 
be the only topic of conversation 
as islanders battle high winds, 
power cuts, electrical storms 
and ferry cancellations. 

The damage to infrastructure 
continues, trees are falling in 
normal winds as the sodden 
ground no longer holds them, 

fast become quagmires. 
At New Year those without 

functioning phone lines sorely 
missed the calls from family 
and friends so long taken for 
granted.  

CONGRATULATIONS to 
Robbie Smith who, despite a 
recent serious illness, was look-
ing robust at his 60th birthday 
party in Lismore Hall where 
friends and family gathered in 
great numbers to celebrate both 
his birthday and his return to 
health. 
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VICTORY was won by the 
people of Cairndow as residents 

to build a sustainable future for 

the shores of Loch Fyne.
Despite planners 

to build a residential and 

commercial development 

councillors voted with the people 

permission.
A project that aims to ensure 

people continue to work and 
live in Cairndow, the mixed 
development features 16 houses, 

seven commercial units and 
a childcare centre on land 

Clachan.
Phase one of an overall 

masterplan for the area at the 

application was submitted by 

the 30-hectare site. More than 

support of the application which 
many believe will revive the 
rural community.

about future development. 

of public support for the 

with conditions.

the decision and thanked local 
people for their support.

people that put their names to a 
petition in support. It is fantastic. 
I didn’t expect so many people to 
do so,’ he said. ‘Also thank you to 
the councillors of the committee 

who voted unanimously in 
favour of the development; it is 
quite unusual to have that level 
of support.’ 

in order to survive, needs to 
increase its employed population 
and that really is the basic aim 
behind this development.’

Cairndow plan gets go ahead despite council planners’ advice

30mph advisory speed limit 

corners on a killer Lochaber 
road.

after he came across another 
accident on a notorious stretch 
of the A830 last Wednesday. 

A Toyota RAV 4x4 had 
overturned and smashed into 
rocks around three miles east of 

Lochailort.
The Oban 

Times

‘I checked to see if there was 
anybody there, but the car was 
empty. If anybody had been in 

have been killed or badly 
injured.’

not speed, was the main factor 
– and called for action to warn 

people what actual speed they 

more than 30mph.

east of Lochailort.
‘This was a low speed impact - 

it would have been more badly 

down the embankment.’
Area Commander of Police 

taken place on the A830 around 

The male driver suffered minor 
injuries and was taken to the 

The 

Call for 
speed
cut on 
A830
Grieving father 
finds another car 
crash on killer road

The accident scene west of Lochailort last Wednesday.
REPORT

snorris@obantimes.co.uk

If anyone had been 

in the passenger 

seat, they would 

have been killed.
John Bryden

The dance afterwards in the 

£2,000 for the ‘Computers for 
Africa’ appeal run by Pat and 
Terry Heaviside.

Meanwhile, the annual 

prize of £300 won by 83-year-

Plockton at 
Hogmanay

Ballachulish racial 
attack is denied
A FORT William father and 

racially motivated attack on a 

on October 31. Ronald Plunkett, 

The pair, both of 56 Lochaber 
Road, are due to stand trial at 

February 2.

in his house.

her to lose her balance, and 

hand to her injury. 

The trial is due to be held at 

February 2.
Meanwhile, 24-year-old 

Murray and his current partner, 

the same woman outside her 

a bail order not to approach the 
woman or her house.

The pair are due to stand trial 
on March 12.

car mount the central reservation on 
the town bypass, smash into a 40mph 

Police later stopped MacDonald on 
the A82 at Corran. 

alcohol’ and was ‘unsteady on her feet’, 

MacDonald refused to provide a 

breath specimens.

previously been banned for 10 years 

Drink drive woman who crashed 

Caol man denies 
offences against 
former girlfriend

in prison.

Court and on Monday appeared 
on a deferred sentence.

On October 22 last year 

insurance.

stole a mobile phone and a debit 

house party in Miller Road and 

car in Campbell Crescent.

vehicle owner’s work, as well 
as keys to their workplace and 
home.

three years. 

has been named in the Lonely 

an easy way to become a world 
champion.

The island’s top attraction 

world’s most unique sports, in-

championships, Canada’s Rock, 

It lists the ‘must see’ spots for 
the year, and the recommenda-

could be a major boost for the 

island’s economy. However, it 
describes the tournament as ‘re-

than rock, paper, scissors’.
The Oban Times has now 

invited the author of the recom-
mendation to prove his mastery 
of the sport and enter this year’s 

-
tember 23.

Donald Melville, one of the 
World Championships’ four 

The Oban 
Times
Lonely Planet to see if they can 

attempt.

event, which already attracts 
hundreds of entrants from every 

accolade.  It shows this is a seri-
ous event and properly run. 

publicity and keeps us in peo-

The Oban 
Times

Championship than just throw-

skilful that rock, paper scissors!  

what it’s all about.’
Lonely Planet’s Tom Hall, who 

of Lonely Planet’s must-see 
spots for 2012. They make the 
cut because either they have 

year, there’s a lot of buzz about 
the place or because we are 

destination that you should visit 

Of our invite, Lonely Planet 

lives in America but we have 
passed on the invite.’

listed as a world ‘must see’
Lonely Planet guide book boost for island economy

handover of the Oban-Mull ferry run 
from the MV Lochearn to the MV 
Columba

teacher Ian G Orchardson, shows the 
arrival of the Columba

to allow the movement of vehicles to the 
islands without the use of a winch.

The arrival of the MV Columba 

mainstream tourism to the islands, mak-

only much easier, but much quicker. 

foyer of CalMac’s Oban terminal. The 

tourism proper to the islands and is a Chris James, left, with Caledonian MacBrayne’s regional manager, Oban, Ian Fox at the handover of 
the historic oil painting on Saturday.  15_t02calmac1

festive television schedule should 

of Aldersyde in Taynuilt, who 

days.
The residential area is made 

-
sociation properties, the latter 
of which are owned by West 

The association installed a 
communal satellite system to 

dish on every home. However, 

the system, around two-thirds 

would have liked but we had to 
source specialist parts before we 
could repair the system.’

storm.
As The Oban Times went to 

press, the problem had not been 

residents would have normal 
service by the end of this week, 

horrendous weather to deal with 
but I can assure people we are 

No TV for Taynuilt 
as lightning hits 
communal aerial

applications is Friday February 
24.

elderly people, victims of 
crime and people with debt 

and transportation problems.
Councillor Rory Colville, 

as they can as council and other 

This year we are particularly 

with fresh ideas to apply for 

anyone who has an idea to 

assistance from, the council’s 
community development and 
social enterprise teams.’

new discoveries about the 

be revealed to the public later 
this month.

In an illustrated talk at An 

from the Royal Commission 
on the Ancient and Historical 

It had been used latterly as the 
cover slab of a drain. 

Mr Parker will detail results 

work on the remote island chain, 

traces of human occupation 

present day.

structures uncovered were cleits, 
a type of multi-purpose drystone 

Recorded
On Hirta alone, the main 

island, more than 1,400 built 
over several centuries were 
mapped and recorded.

– possibly prehistoric - were 

cultivation strips.

seabird researchers. 
Up until the early 20th century, 

cleits. 
The survey team mapped an 

cultivation terraces and crude 

The presentation at An 

New discoveries on the history of St Kilda

Court ruling boosts 
Argyll charities

eponymous charity.

share one per cent of its pre-tax 

Last year, the foundation 

foundation’s chief executive, 

charities at a time when many 

Oban Times

this collision. The weather was 
wet at the time, and the accident 
was on those corners which have 
been the subject of a fair bit of 
discussion. However, it is too 
early at the moment to speculate 
on the cause.’

Asked about the 30mph 

camera safety partnership will 

speed into those bends. 
‘From that, we would hope 

those speeds would be reduced. 
People need to drive to the 

time.’
The crash scene was only half 

Kirsty and friend Roddy 
MacInnes died after their car 

couple and local residents 

improvements to the four-mile 
stretch east of Lochailort. 

chiefs outlined what steps were 

bleak accident record. 

promised for early this year.



Long-term loss of Vodafone signal angers customers throughout Lorn
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VODAFONE customers have 
been quick to express their 
anger at the company’s helpline 
following last week’s prolonged 
signal outage in the Oban and 
Lorn area.

More than 100 complaints
More than 100 of the network’s 

customers contacted The Oban 
Times in the wake of the longest 
of a batch of recent outages, 
which stretch back as far as mid-
December.

However, the lack of a signal 
from January 3 to last Friday 
afternoon took a back seat to the 
variety of responses customers 
were given to their complaints, 
from being told their SIM card 
was too old, to buildings were 
interfering and even that there 
was no problem at all.

Vodafone have now apologised 
for the outage, but not before the 
network asked The Oban Times
to ask affected readers for their 
account numbers so they could 
investigate the complaints.

That, too, prompted anger from 
the network’s customers. 

Storm damage
Last week’s problems started 

on Tuesday, January 3, when 
high winds caused power 
outages, knocking out various 
mobile phone masts across the 
area. 

While a number of networks 
were affected by the weather, 
most had been restored within 
two days. Vodafone’s service in 

Bonawe’s Ronnie Campbell, who was given one reason for his Vodafone problems – and his wife 
another. 15_t02ronnie1

the Oban area, however, was out 
until Friday afternoon.

Many took to The Oban Times’
Facebook page to express their 
concerns.

Among those affected was 
Ronnie and Jayne Campbell, 
Bonawe. Ronnie has a business 
contract with Vodafone, his wife 
is on a personal account.

Both were given different rea-
sons for the outage; Ronnie was 

told his SIM card was too old, 
while Jayne was informed that 
her phone was the problem.

‘Don’t phone again’
Ronnie was also told not to 

phone again. 
He said: ‘I wasn’t even phoning 

with a complaint, I just wanted 

would be resolved. They insisted 
there was no problem. Every 
time I asked when, they changed 

However, readers were un-
happy to pass on details, saying 
Vodafone could easily investigate 
the complaints by postcode.

Furthermore, a number of cus-
tomers had been sent SureSignal 
boxes for free by Vodafone as 
way of remedy, but the press 

practice. 
A spokesperson for Vodafone 

said: ‘We’re sorry that the infor-
mation our customers received 
wasn’t always consistent.

‘I will feed this back to the 
relevant teams to see if we can 
make improvements here. 

‘We apologise for the dif-

weather but we always act as 
quickly as possible to make 
repairs - the last thing we want is 
for our customers not to be able 
to use the network.

‘However, delays can occur 
when there are several problems 
in the same area and weather 
conditions are already hamper-
ing engineering repairs.’

Meanwhile, Argyll and Bute 
MP, Mike Russell has called 
on mobile phone providers to 
provide an ‘equitable service 
with the rest of the country.

‘I am inviting people to contact 
me to tell me of their experiences 
of mobile phone provision, or 
lack of. 

‘I will then present a strong 
case to providers for a much 
improved service.’

A little sample of 
what you said:
Jenny Low - I phoned to 
complain and was given a £15 
credit. Today I phoned again 

was to blame! I told the guy I 
already knew the signal was 
down so don’t lie to me! He 
offered me sure signal for £25 
(it’s meant to be £50) I told 
him it wasn’t my fault I didn’t 
have a signal so he agreed to 
send me it for free, but take the 
£15 credit off my account. At 
this point I learned the credit 
wasn’t meant to make my bill 
cheaper but so I had more to 
spend on data and calls, which 
I get free with my package 
anyway! Useless 

Duncan Campbell - I have 
called or emailed Vodafone 
a lot over the past few years 
and the majority of the time I 
have been in contact with them 
the customer service has been 
good. I guess its how you speak 
or word your email to them. 
Then again some people just 
like a good moan!

Audrey I Paterson - More ir-
ritating than the fact that there 
is no network coverage is the 
lack of information/denials/
suggestions that my SIM is to 
blame! Do they think we don’t 
talk to each other in this neck 
of the woods?

Lindsay MacLean - Vodafone 
told me last night there are no 
issues in PA34 and it may be 
due to buildings or interfer-
ence! Needless to say I told 
them that was incorrect and 
it’s been on and off for most 
of December. They will not 
provide me with a Sure Signal 
box nor give me any line rental 
credit. Not impressed.

Fiona MacPhee - Have just 
called up Vodafone to complain 
that we have had no signal the 
last four days, they never of-
fered me money off my next 
bill like they have done some, 
but they are sending us out a 
Sure Signal box for free this 
normally costs £50!

Mark Aitkenhead - I’m with-
out signal yet again. that has 
been four days now and I use 
my phone for the coastguard 
emergency services. How 
can this carry on for so long. 
They are about to lose another 
customer.

Jayne Egan -  Lochgoilhead 
was out for 14 days. This was 
part of my Vodafone email 

reply ‘Please note that the 
terms and conditions of the 
contract mean the line rental 
you pay is for the airtime and 
minutes of your contract. 
Whilst service may have been 
interrupted these minutes 
are still available for you to 
use when service resumes. 
We are not obliged to give 
credits for times when service 
is unavailable’

JoJo Aitkenhead -  I have 
been emailing Vodafone and 
they told me the same, they 
blamed it on my SIM card and 
my phone, said it is nothing to 
do with them. I have emailed 
them again saying if they still 
expect me to pay my bill I will 
be sending a letter of complaint 
and cancelling my contract. I 
have now got signal up behind 
hospital but am not going to 
let this go. Vodaphone are 
useless!

Michael Mcinnes -  I’m chang-
ing network

Sally Weaser - What seems to 
be the most common thing is 
that their response to enquiry 
is soooo inconsistent. This just 
serves to frustrate even more. 
There should be a standard 
compensation across the board 
as well.

Alison McLennan - Bridge of 
Orchy has had no Vodafone 
signal for over three weeks!

the subject. 
‘Finally, they told me not to 

phone back as they had done as 
much ‘troubleshooting’ as they 
could.’

When contacted about the 
complaints, Vodafone’s press 

not investigate the variety of 
complaints until The Oban 
Times had individual account 
numbers to pass on to them.

OT

Man found dead 
on South Uist 
roadside

POLICE inquiries are 
underway after a 49-year-old 
man was found dead at the side 
of a South Uist road on Tuesday 
morning.

around 9.47am saying that a 
man’s body was lying next to 
the A865 at Ardmore. The death 
is currently being treated as 
unexplained.

The road was closed and 
diversions were put in place 
to allow investigators full 
access to the scene. Police are 
appealing to anyone who may 
have seen the man walking in 
the area in the hours before 
he died. He is described as 
wearing black trousers and a 
grey speckled woollen jumper. 
He was approximately 5ft 7in, 
of stocky build and had dark, 
greying hair. Anyone with 
information is urged to contact 

Around 40 Glenfinnan residents – almost half the population – turned out for the annual shinty match on Saturday to bring in the 
old Scots New Year. A roaring fire pitchside and warming drams – for those over 18 of course - helped keep the cold and rain at bay as 
spectators and players of all ages enjoyed a robust encounter between Glennfinnan ‘A’ and Glenfinnan ‘Stripes’. See full report and 

photos, back page. 20_f02finnan06

MALLAIG Primary School 
pupils are beginning work on 

after scooping a £5,000 grant 
from First Light, a production 
company enabling young 
people to work with industry 
professionals on digital media 
projects.

co-ordinated by Knoydart-
based Sam Firth of Tiny Spark 
Productions, will see 15 Mallaig 

children aged between seven 
and 12 make a documentary 
about things unique to where 
they live. 

Likely themes include 
industry, history and the local 
community.  

First Light principles mean the 
children must come up with all the 
ideas and be involved throughout 
the production process, from 
drawing storyboards and writing 
scripts to directing and lighting.  

The youngsters enjoyed the 1963 

and are keen to create a similar 
collage of images from past and 
present using music, rhythm and 
poetry.

Delighted
Class teacher Fiona MacKellaig 

told The Oban Times: ‘We are 
absolutely delighted and really 
excited and looking forward to 
the project beginning this week. 

going to include something about 
the railway.’ Sam Firth said: ‘We 
are hoping that by engaging the 
young people with the economic 
issues of the area they will be 
empowered to think about the 
future of their community and 
their involvement in it.’

Mallaig Primary was chosen 
because the children do not 
normally have access to a 
cinema or any cultural activities, 
First Light said.

Theatre group 
auditions
for Oliver!

THEATRE group Lochaber 
Showstoppers is looking for 
talented local youngsters to 
play Oliver, the Artful Dodger, 
orphans and urchins in its next 
musical production, Oliver!

Boys and girls from 
Primary six upwards are 
invited to an audition workshop 
at the Nevis Centre Studio 
from 2pm-4.30pm on Sunday. 
Director Susan Munro will 
explain audition requirements 
and the rehearsal and perform-
ance commitment needed. 
All audition material will be 
taught on the day. Adults and 
secondary school-age children 
wanting to join should come 
along on Monday at 7.30pm. 

Committee member Clare 
Brewer said: ‘Showstoppers 
want to do a musical that 
focuses on the very talented 
junior members in the company, 
so we’re sure Oliver! will give 
them a chance to truly shine.’

Oliver! opens on May 
17 for three nights and a 
matinee performance as part of 
global celebrations to mark the 
bicentenary of Charles Dickens’ 
birth. Showstoppers’ staged ‘A 
Christmas Carol’ last month. 

For more information phone 
07737 321299.

LOCHABER councillor 
Bren Gormley has written to 
Highland Council’s social work 
director Bill Alexander seeking 
‘urgent and vigorous action’ to 
address recent failures in home 
care services.

The move follows last week’s 
revelations that disabled Fort 
William pensioner Madeleine 
MacCallum was left in her 
pyjamas twice over the festive 
period because no one turned up 
to dress her.

Speaking before yesterday’s 

housing and social work 
committee meeting, Councillor 
Gormley said essential changes to 
the service had been ‘in large part
successful’ but ‘localised 
weaknesses’ remain.

In his letter, Councillor 
Gormley states many people 
‘seem reluctant’ to raise concerns 
over poor care.

He told The Oban Times 
people are left for hours 
waiting for a service that 
might or might not arrive
when a simple ‘phone call would 

make all the difference’. A 
Highland Council spokesman 
said problems were not due to 
cutbacks in funding nor the 
introduction of new four-day 
shift rotas.

He said: ‘We deeply regret 
the distress that this failure 
has caused to older people and 
their families at this sensitive 
time of the year. Actions have 
and are being taken to provide 
additional support so we can 
once again provide a service our 
clients should expect.’

‘Misleading’ 
ferries plan

Act now on home care

COMMUNITY representatives 
from Lochaber and the Uists 
have accused the Scottish 
Government of ignoring vital 
evidence from a survey on 
whether Oban or Mallaig should 
become South Uist’s mainland 
port under its ferries plan for 
2013-19.

Postal questionnaires on ferry 
services sent to the island’s 
790 households produced 209 
responses for the Scottish 
Ferries Review – but eyebrows 
were raised when Transport 
Scotland’s draft plan, published 

showed while 42 per cent of 
residents in South Uist were 

mainland port, 52 per cent were.
No further statistics were 

forthcoming, and the apparent 
division of opinion produced a 
recommendation that the shorter 
Mallaig-Lochboisdale crossing 
be sidelined meantime.

Controversially, no mention 
was made of overwhelming 
support for the link at packed 
public meetings on the Uists 
organised by the Comhairle 
(Western Isles Council), which 
also backed the Mallaig proposal 
in its evidence.

Crucially however, the survey 
also found that 83 per cent of 

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

South Uist respondents would 
use the ferry more if the crossing 
was shorter (to Mallaig is almost 
three hours less than to Oban) 
and 51 per cent if the harbour, or 
route, was different.

The scores on both questions 
were by far the highest of any 
from the islands - yet neither was 
mentioned in the document as 
positive reasons for considering 
the Mallaig to Lochboisdale 
service.

Huw Francis, chief executive 
of community landlords Stòras 
Uibhist, said the plan ignored the 
aspirations of South Uist people 
and was based on ‘misleading 
statistical analysis from a vague 
questionnaire’.

He told The Oban Times: ‘It 
appears that a hugely expensive 
and drawn out study has been 
conducted to justify the plans of 

Edinburgh, and not to identify 
the needs and expectations of 
island residents so that ferry 
services can be improved for the 

islands residents and Scotland as 
a whole.

‘The South Uist community 
has repeatedly expressed its 

desire for the re-introduction of 
the Lochboisdale-Mallaig ferry 
service through a 1,500 name 
petition and numerous public 
meetings and has gained support 
from the communities of Barra, 
Benbecula and North Uist 
through Comhairle nan Eilean 
Siar sponsored public meetings.’

In a strongly-worded letter 
to Colin Grieve of Transport 
Scotland’s Ferries Division, 
Provost of Lochaber Allan 
Henderson said: ‘On the 
preferred option to the Outer 
isles, Mallaig to Lochboisdale, it 
was not the only wish of the local 
communities to make Mallaig 
to Lochboisdale the principal 
route. 

‘The clear desire was for three 
principal routes - Oban to Barra, 
Mallaig to Lochboisdale and Uig 
to Lochmaddy.

‘Can you clearly demonstrate 
what question in the household 
survey of South Uist was able to 
allow you to form the conclusion 
that 52 per cent wished to 
retain Oban as their main ferry 
terminal? Will it stand up to 
scrutiny? Were non-returns 
taken as being supportive of the 
status quo?’

No comment had been received 
from Transport Scotland as The 
Oban Times went to press.

Provost, Stòras slam survey

New target market 
for Harris Tweed

INDUSTRY leaders Harris 
Tweed Hebrides (HTH) has 
kicked off 2012 by naming 
South Korea as a new target 
market. Shawbost-based HTH 
has accepted an invitation 
from United Kingdom Trade 
International to take part in 

luxury goods at the British 
Embassy in Seoul in March. 

HTH chairman Brian Wilson 
said the event would provide ‘an 
excellent platform’ for a further 
advance into the Korean market.

HIGHLAND Council is racing 
to commission two local ferries 
to run between Lochcarron 
and the south shore amid fears 
the A890 could be closed for 
months.  

The road has been shut since 
December 22 after tonnes of rock 
twice crashed down from the 
unstable cliff near Stromeferry.  
Fifty six pupils from Applecross 
and Lochcarron have been trav-

elling to Plockton High School 
by train since Monday as efforts 
to engineer a solution continue.

Plockton man Calum Macken-
zie’s seal trips boat Sula Mhor,
and the Isle of Skye Ferry’s 
MV Glenachulish, which runs 
beween Glenelg and Kylerhea on 
Skye in summer, are currently 
undergoing trials alongside slip-
ways at north and south Strome. 

The 61-passenger Sula Mhor 

needs Maritime and Coastguard 
Agency approval to run over 
the winter. Inspectors ‘sounded 
positive’ when they looked over 
the boat on Monday, sources 
said.

The 12-passenger, six-vehicle 
capacity Glenachulish would 
operate on the 600-metre, 

and the Sula Mhor to and from 
Plockton. 

Race on to commission boats

NO DECISION will be taken 
on choosing the first convener 
of the reformed Crofting 
Commission until after the 
March 16 crofting elections, 
the Scottish Government has 
confirmed.

The new body, which will 
have nine board members, six 
elected by crofters and three 
appointed by government, will 
officially replace the current 
Crofters Commission, who are 
all government appointees, on 
April 1.

Ministers could allow the 
board to select a convener, but 
speculation has been growing 
in crofting circles that the gov-
ernment will appoint the chair 
to oversee radical changes 
on how the industry is run. 
However, there is no guarantee 
the elected members will be 
enthusiastic about reforms 
which have strong regulation 

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Crofting convener decision on hold

at their heart - raising the pos-
sibility they could be slowed or 
even blocked under a convener 
of the same thinking. Asked to 
clarify the government’s stance, 
a spokeswoman told The Oban 
Times this week: ‘The Crofting 
Reform (Scotland) Act 2010 
allows Ministers to delegate 
to the Crofting Commission 
the duty to select a member 
to chair the commission, the 
‘convener’. The convener may 
be either an elected member 
or an appointed member. It is 
important that the convener 
of the Crofting Commission 
enjoys a good working rela-
tionship with the Minister with 
responsibility for crofting. 

‘A decision on whether or not 
to delegate the duty to select 
a member to chair the Com-

mission will not be taken until 
after the elections.’

New legislation, The Croft-
ing Reform (Scotland) Act 
2010, seeks to end crofting’s 
decline by tackling neglect, 
absenteeism and profiteering 
in croft land through a crofting 
register and tougher rules on 
residency. 

The Crofting Commission 
will be able to terminate a 
tenancy or re-let a croft should 
the occupier fail in his duties, 
while grazings committees 
must report such failures to 
the commission. The SNP 
government aims to make it 
much easier for young people 
to enter crofting and ensure 
productive land is put to good 
use. 

The new crofting register 
will be based on the Ordnance 
Survey map and will cover 
individual crofts and common 
grazings. The current system 
does not make use of plans. 

Any changes to a croft’s sta-
tus, including transfer of title 
or tenancy, apportionment, 
de-crofting or resumption (a 
landlord seeking to re-pos-
sess a croft) will trigger a 
first registration. Applicants 
will have to bear the cost and 
failure to register such events 
will become an offence.

Postal ballot papers will be 
issued to all crofters entitled to 
vote on February 27. Deadline 
for returning candidate nomi-
nation papers and application 
papers for proxy and absent 
votes is Thursday January 26. 
The count of votes will take 
place on March 16. See Sleat’s 
crofting appointees, page 2.
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MALLAIG railway station 
has won gold status in 
a new Keep Scotland
Beautiful awards scheme.

The environmental charity 
ranked Mallaig as one of 
Scotland’s best after inspecting 
all 346 stations in the country 
since July. Performance was 
gauged on issues ranging from 
clearing litter to recycling, waste 
management and community 
links. 

colourful hanging baskets 
and planters, maintained by 
ScotRail’s voluntary station 
adopter for Mallaig station 
Sonia Cameron. Sonia said: 

‘I am overwhelmed and 
delighted to hear that Mallaig 
has received this gold status. 
It comes as a lovely surprise.
I look after 14 hanging baskets 
and seven tubs at the station, 
with the help of an automatic 
watering system installed last 
year.

‘I know the work is appreciated 
by ScotRail’s customers and we 
regularly see tourists posing 
for photographs with the plants 
in summer, which is very 
pleasing.’ ScotRail managing 
director Steve Montgomery was 
‘delighted’ at Mallaig’s high 
rating. 

He said: ‘Our stations score 

highly in surveys of customer  
satisfaction and we look
forward to the future 
involvement of Keep Scotland 
Beautiful in helping to
raise standards even further.’

KSB chief executive Derek 
Robertson said: ‘Overall, we 
found the Scottish stations to be 
clean and welcoming and a credit 
to the staff who care for them, 
and we are committed to this 
campaign on station standards.’

Assessments to bronze, silver or 
gold status were available in Keep 

Station Standards programme. 
A plaque will be displayed at all 
stations meeting KSB standards.

Record rainfall 
deluge recorded
in Plockton
PLOCKTON recorded 12 inches 
of rain during December - the 
highest in any month for many 
years.

The deluge meant Lochalsh 
had 75 inches of rain during 
2011, compared with 43 inches 
in 2010.

However, that total paled in 
comparison with Achnagart 
in Glen Shiel which saw 152 
inches and Fort William’s 115 
inches.

Plockton only had one dry day 
during December and only 18 
without rain between September 
1 and Hogmanay, when 37 
inches of rain fell.

CONSTRUCTION of the £8million 
redevelopment of the former Grand Hotel/
MacTavish’s Kitchens site in Fort William 
was due to start this week, following 
demolition and site clearance work before 
New Year.

And in a boost for the Lochaber capital, 
it has emerged that businesses in the new 
complex should be trading by mid-summer.

retailer Superdrug, outdoor clothing shop 

Cotswold Outdoor and a JD Wetherspoon 
restaurant/pub. A 60-room Travelodge will 

Director of developers Ashford Property 
Group Andrew Smith was hopeful 
construction work on the retail part of 
the project would take no longer than six 
months. 

He told The Oban Times: ‘It’s full steam 
ahead now. Hopefully we’ll get early 
completion for the retail element, by around 

out the shops. That would take six to eight 
weeks, so the retailers would be open by 
August.’

West Midlands-based Anglo Holt 
Construction will carry out the 20,000 square 
foot project next to the refurbished Gordon 

point. The old Grand Hotel was demolished 
in December, with work stopping for the 
festive period.

FORT Augustus and Inver-
moriston Community Company 
(FAICC) volunteers will this 
week complete local delivery 
of a booklet detailing feedback 
to its consultation on spending 
priorities for the future.

Every local household will 

which will guide FAICC’s fund-
ing decisions until 2017.

The company receives around 

annum from the nearby Falck 
Renewables Millennium Wind 
Farm and the Scottish Hydro 
Glendoe Community Fund.

Since 2009, it has awarded 
grants to local initiatives 
qualifying under categories 
including health and wellbe-
ing, regeneration and housing, 
transport, heritage and culture, 
education and life-long learning 
and environment.

More than £117,000 has been 
paid out so far on projects 
including resurfacing the tennis 

-
men Academy’s MUGA pitch 
and a new car park surface for 
the church hall. Funding was 
also provided for the senior 
citizens lunch club in Fort 
Augustus and travel bursaries 
to enable students to return 

of cocaine was found in his trousers while he 

Andrew Donaldson was taken into cus-

of people at a family birthday party at Caol 
Community Centre on April 10.

After being taken to Fort William Police 
Station, the 49-year-old was searched at the 
charge bar where a plastic bag containing 
around £30 worth of the class ‘A’ drug fell 
out from his trouser leg.

Donaldson, of 12 Strone Pace, told Fort 
William Sheriff Court he had ‘no idea’ how 
the drugs got into his trousers. ‘There was a 
bit of stramash at the centre,’ he said.  ‘There 

was a lot of pushing and shoving, so it could 
have come from there. In my eyes, that’s 
about the only place it could have come from. 
I don’t do drugs. I’ve never done drugs.’

Constable Malcolm Lawson, who found 
the bag, said: ‘While I was patting him down 
I noticed a small plastic bag which appeared 
to fall down Mr Donaldson’s left trouser leg. 
I picked it up and he immediately denied the 
item was his.’

Procurator Fiscal Alison Wylie said 
Donaldson’s reaction suggested he knew 
the drugs were there. Sheriff Douglas Small 

-
sonable doubt the accused had knowledge 
the drug was in his possession.’

A TRIAL against a man ac-
cused of driving in Glencoe 
while nearly four times the legal 
alcohol limit collapsed after 
the Crown ruled there was not 
enough evidence for a convic-
tion.

Bernard McEnhill’s car was 

in a ditch having hit a telegraph 
pole outside the Glencoe Inde-
pendent Hostel on July 30 last 
year.

Constable Joseph Newsom 
traced Mr McEnhill to the hostel 
and found the accused with 
glazed eyes and ‘smelling of 
intoxicants’.

Giving evidence at Fort Wil-
liam Sheriff Court, Constable 
Newsom said the 57-year-old 
admitted drinking and being 
behind the wheel earlier in the 
evening.

breathalysed Mr McEnhill and 

A FIGHT with two brothers at the BA Club in Fort 
William has cost a Caol teenager £630.

Rhys Donnelly had been at a charity Hallowe’en disco 
at the venue when the incidents occurred on October 28. 
Fort William Sheriff Court heard there was ‘bad feeling’ 
between the 17-year-old and Alan Mathers, who was 

before being split up.
Procurator Fiscal Alison Wylie said Donnelly was 

thrown out and met Sean Mathers outside. The pair 

stitches to a cut on his lip.
Donnelly, of Tigh A Chladaich, Glenmallie Road, pled 

guilty to repeatedly punching Sean Mathers on the head 
and knocking him to the ground to his injury. He also 

refusing to desist and causing a breach of the peace. 

Bid to name new 
Plockton school 
extension after 
Hamilton family
EDUCATION, culture and sport 
committee councillors will 
today in Inverness be asked to 
agree that the new extension 
to Plockton High School be 
named ‘The Hamilton Wing’ in 
recognition of the benevolence 
of the Hamilton family.

Members are also expected to 
approve the outright purchase 
of a disabled access mini-bus to 
replace the existing vehicle at 
Lochaber High School at a cost 
of £48,000.

A CORPACH teenager sentenced 
to 120 hours of community service 
in July after admitting having sex 
with his then 14-year-old girlfriend 
has failed to carry out any of his 
punishment.

Robert Elder, of 16 Hillview Drive, 
admitted breaching the community 
payback order, claiming ill health 

left him unable to work. Sheriff 
Douglas Small deferred sentencing 
the 19-year-old at Fort William 
Sheriff Court until February 1 for 
reports.

Elder previously pled guilty to 
having sex on repeated occasions 
with the girl at 26 Mamore Road, 
Kinlochleven, and 24 Nairn Crescent 

and 5 Nevis Bank Apartments, both 
Fort William between April 1 2009 
and June 10 2010. He also admitted 
sending grossly indecent, obscene or 
menacing messages via Facebook to 
another girl, aged 13, between Octo-
ber 1 and October 31 2010. He was 
placed on the sex offender register 
for 18 months.

BRAE Lochaber ‘rebels’ are 
looking to follow their Jacobite 
week of last August with an 
even bigger and better spectacle 
in 2012.

The 2011 event proved a 
colourful addition to the summer 
calendar around Spean Bridge 
and Roy Bridge.

Crowds watched Jacobite group 
Na Fir Dileas (The Loyal Men), 
march to Highbridge (near Spean 
Bridge) with Jacobite standards. 
The march came 266 years after 

spot between Hanoverian troops 
and local Jacobite forces.

Local man Peter Wilson, 
who arranged the event, said 
everyone was in favour of a 
repeat this year.

He told The Oban Times:
‘All sorts of things have been 
suggested, including a Jacobite-
themed fair in Spean Bridge 
or Roy Bridge, and even a 
re-enactment of the skirmish of 
1745. It is such a dramatic event 
in local history, which over the 

‘Sore feet’ waits patiently in Gordon Square on Monday for building work to start on Fort William’s new retail/hotel development. 
20_f02west01

home from college during term 
time. However, as cash balances 
increased, it was decided to 
seek the community’s views on 
how the accumulating windfall 
should be distributed in future.

Some 125 people returned 
completed questionnaires, 128 
took part in community inter-
views and around 60 attended 
four ‘open house’ events up to 
November last year.

FAICC chairperson Harry 
Whiteside told The Oban Times 
hydro and wind farm community 

in 2010 and £124,526 in 2011.  
She said: ‘There’s a lot of 

money building up and we 
needed to look at the strategic 
direction we want it to go in. We 
needed to know what the com-
munity wanted us to do.

‘The response to the consulta-
tion exceeded all expectations 
and showed that there is an 
enormous sense of pride and 
wellbeing in the community. 

‘However, the majority of 
residents share the nationwide 
concerns created by the current 
economic climate - services and 
supports for older people, lack of 

employment opportunities and 
things to do for young people, 
and the high cost of rural living 
– energy, fuel and transport.’

She added: ‘Their response 
will shape our strategic planning 

got a policy that we put 20 per 
cent of income away annually to 
cover the period when the wind 
farm payments end after 25 
years. And once the [Glendoe] 
dam is operational we will see 

At their latest award meeting 
on December 15, FAICC direc-
tors disbursed another £20,000, 
including £10,000 to the Telford 
Centre for the elderly in Fort 
Augustus and £6,600 to the 
school’s tech department for 
computer-aided engineering 
design equipment. A senior 
citizens’ lunch club pilot in the 
Glen Moriston Arms received 
£1,800.

FAICC recently bought Fort 
Augustus village hall from High-
land Council for a nominal sum 
of £1 and invested £20,000 to 
secure a £72,000 LEADER grant 
for the building’s refurbishment 
and a new kitchen extension. It 
has also taken £13,300 of shares 
in the new Beinnean Wind Farm 
Co-operative.

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

asked him questions about the 
incident before cautioning him. 

After a brief adjournment, 
Procurator Fiscal Alison Wylie 
dropped the case, saying: ‘For 
reasons I’m not going to go into, 
the Crown will not be asking for 
a conviction.’ Sheriff Douglas 
Small consequently found Mr 
McEnhill not guilty.

said: ‘After full and careful con-
sideration of all of the available 
evidence, the Procurator Fiscal 
concluded that there was insuf-

Inspector Donald Campbell 
told The Oban Times: ‘The 

problem with police procedures. 

evidence from the police point 

of view to report the incident, 
but due to circumstances beyond 
our control it has not led to a 
conviction.’

Mr McEnhill had been on a 
weekend visit to Lochaber with 
his two nephews, both of whom 
gave evidence. Mr McEnhill 
drove the trio to the Clachaig Inn 
where they had ‘a few drinks’. 

Mr McEnhill left before his 
nephews and made his own 
way back to the hostel where he 
was found asleep by Constable 
Newsom two hours later. 

A barmaid from the Clachaig 
Inn was unable to identify Mr 
McEnhill as being at the pub on 
the night.

Mr McEnhill, of 12 Cochrane 
Street, Barrhead, pled not guilty 
to drink driving on an unclassi-

He also denied driving without 
due care and attention and fail-
ing to report the accident.

By RICHARD HADDOCK
rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

Group goes 
public with 
spending
wishlist

Ticket to success: Sonia Cameron, left, and Mallaig Station 
employee Anne Cameron were delighted with the award.   

Deenn Strachan and mum Collette, from Roy Bridge, fly a Jacobite flag last August. 

years has tended to be forgotten.
I should be grateful if anyone 
who would like to take part or 
who has any suggestions for the 
event to contact me.’

Last year several businesses 

Charlie’s red and white standard 

– which had been handcrafted by 
Colette Strachan of Roy Bridge.

Local restaurants served 
Jacobite-style food and distillers 
Drambuie, whose whisky is 
based on a recipe from Prince 
Charlie, donated a large bottle, 

greater this year.
Access to Highbridge, where 

a small band of clansmen led 
by Major Donald Macdonell of 
Tirindrish caused two companies 

now easier thanks to a new path 
built to the bridge.

Peter Wilson can be 
contacted via 01397 712398 or 
wpeterwilson@aol.com.

Work due to start on hotel, shops and pub

Man walks free as drink 
drive trial collapses

Man caught carrying cocaine

Fight costs Caol 
teenager £630

Brae Lochaber 
Jacobite group on the         
march again

Sheriff defers sentence after hearing Corpach 
sex offender has breached payback order

Mallaig on track with gold award

Police hunt tool 
thieves
POLICE in Lochaber are 
investigating thefts from 
industrial premises in Fort 
William over the weekend.

On Ben Nevis Industrial 
Estate, a secure compound and 

Highland Gas were broken into 
and a cash box, gas heaters, gas 
bottles and golf clubs stolen, 
while diesel was taken from 
two large goods vehicles at 
Lochaber Aggregates.

Elsewhere, a large number of 
power tools, including drills, 
saws, a nail gun, chop saw and 
router were stolen from the 
Campbell Homes building site, 
at Riverside, Lochyside.

Police believe the crimes 
may be linked and ask anyone 
with information to contact 
01397 702361 or Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 555111.



8 BUSINESS Thursday 12 January, 2012 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

Business reporter:
Steven Flanagan  
sflanagan@obantimes.co.uk 

01631 568021

Business Advertising:
Claire Firth    

cfirth@wyvexmedia.co.uk   

01631 568013

BUSINESSES in Oban are being 
urged to get themselves noticed 
if they want to access public 
sector contracts up for grabs in 
the region.

Public Contract Scotland (PCS) 
– The Scottish Government’s 

– has launched Supplier Finder to 

easily. PCS advertises contracts 
for more than 650 public sector 

£9billion per annum. 
Since the portal was launched 

Oban and surrounding areas 
have registered on the PCS 

have a turnover of less than 

number of contract opportunities 
advertised by the region’s public 
sector organisations.

The Scottish Government says 
the Supplier Finder improves 

source relevant suppliers for 

It also helps build a picture of 

before a buyer starts a formal 
tendering process.

businesses in Oban are being 
encouraged to update their 

Businesses which have 

describe their goods and services 
and highlighted which regions in 

Quotes

complete a Supplier Finder 

The capability to build an 
accurate picture of suppliers 
able to supply their local public 
sector is central to the Scottish 

creating an environment for 
sustainable local economic 
growth.

the Scottish Government 

‘If businesses in Oban want to 
access these opportunities it’s 
vital they sign up to PCS and 
promote what it is they do and 
where they are able to deliver 
their goods or services.’

For further details visit www.

Oban businesses urged to sign up for flagship procurement portal

to dramatically boost its growth 

of trading.
Established by friends Neil 

Morrison and Calum Maclean 

the business is to target building 

ing online sales and we now aim 
to increase our activity to create 

for the product.  

important place to showcase a 

point of view. 

brands behind our premium 

a good year.’
Goals

of Mull will target licensed 
premises and retailers across 
the UK.  They have also enlisted 

expand the brand and support 
sales strategy.

Emphasis will also be put 
on increasing online activity 

carried out its business over the 

ship opportunities with retail 
and lifestyle brands with similar 
focus. 

Neil and Calum have been 
friends since childhood and 
combine running Isle of Mull 

Neil owns Macgochans in 

in the offshore oil industry.  
They decided to start the com

they decided there was a gap in 

blend.

Neil Morrison, left, and Calum Maclean with their own blend, Isle of Mull Whisky.

awareness after ‘solid’ year

HM REVENUE and Customs 
(HMRC) is reminding anyone 
who has not yet sent in their 

is also the deadline for paying 

tax year.

return in Scotland.
If you are still to submit your 

online and you need to do so by 

send HMRC an online return 

no tax to pay or you pay your 
tax on time.

Should you be completing an 

get a user ID and an activation 
code will be posted to you. 
Once you have activated your 

tax return online. But all this 

It is important that you 

days to receive your activation 

still have their user ID and 

don’t leave it to the last minute.
Stephen Banyard of HMRC 

deadline will mean that Self 
Assessment taxpayers will 
face penalties. And we don’t 
want them to – we want the 

completely avoidable penalty.’
For help and advice on 

completing a return visit www.

£100 tax return 
penalty warning 
as deadline looms

Cattle meet  rising 
trade at Stirling

The same home also sold  Charolais to 

Connachan sold Cross ewes to £92.50 and 

Stirling last Wednesday when 

prices.

Heifers averaged 202.26p 

cross from Townhead of 

Shieldhill. Forward cattle aver

Limousin cross from Sauchrie 
Mains while cast cows aver

from Quixwood.

SMALL businesses are 

advantage of the January 

Argyll and Bute Council’s 
Business Gateway team.

time for a seasonal business 

well last year and what 
needs to change for the year 
ahead.

Business Gateway can 
help with that process. 

and Bute Council’s 

said; ‘The local Business 
Gateway team can help a 
seasonal business use this 

in developing plans for the 
coming year.

‘Good planning now can 
really help a business get 
off to a good start with 

approaches.’
Business Gateway can 

inspiration with ideas for 

for managing bills and 
invoices to help ease cash 

on an employee.  
The local Business 

Gateway advisers are 
all experienced business 
mentors and have spent 
time in the commercial 

positions and running their 
own business. 

Interactive
Business Gateway also 

offers a wealth of useful 
information and interactive 

entrepreneurs boost their 

wide range of topics from 
business planning to website 

www.bgateway.com or 

This month

submitted your Self Assess
ment Tax Return to HMRC 

 Visit www.bgateway.

out what you need to do to 
achieve them. 

 Review your last year’s 
sales. Not everything will 

 Decide what your busi
ness needs most.  Could a 

or an extra pair of hands 
help?

ing to other businesspeople 
is great for generating 

to help your business.

Is your business ready 
for the New Year?

FORT William Chamber of 

ing raising event at the Moorings 

local issues were discussed. 

and business colleagues attend

as an important milestone in the 
chamber’s development.

ourable Charles Kennedy MP 
was presented with an honorary 

a hamper with local produce 

Chamber calendar.

lighted to see so many businesses 
represented at today’s meeting. 
The Fort William Chamber is 

businesses of Lochaber.’

Donald of Kearney Donald 

which was sponsored by Stewart 
Leitch of the Moorings Hotel.  Charles Kennedy MP addresses Fort William Chamber of 

Commerce in the Moorings Hotel.

Kennedy welcomed the Scottish 
Government’s decision to match 
the UK Coalition’s £50million 
investment in the Caledonian 
sleeper service. 

Provost Henderson raised 

Mallaig to Lochboisdale ferry 

service and Alastair Ferguson 
highlighted the importance of 
improvements to the A82.

ing Association Property 

for contributing to the excellent 

entertaining moments as Carol 

salmon and Linda Johnstone 
her own West Coast Podiatry 
footcare voucher.

Steve Ham for the Underwater 

interesting and challenging 
speech.

which has enabled the Chamber 
to grow steadily in membership 
numbers and in activity.  

members and is becoming a 
strong voice for the businesses 
of Lochaber.  

Membership forms can be 
found on the chamber website 
at www.fortwilliamchamber.

meeting is due to be held in Ben 
Nevis Distillery on January 26 at 

Charles Kennedy MP is guest as Fort William 

AN ENTERPRISING local 
business woman has realised 
a long term dream by setting 
up her own animal grooming 
business.

Claws ‘N’ Paws was set up 

progressing to breeding dogs 
and showing them.

Advice and support 

Julie – who also runs a bed and 

husband – did some research 

a need for an additional dog and 
cat groomer in the area.  

The local Business Gateway 
team provided advice and sup
port to help get her started with 
the grooming business.  

professional and very friendly.  
It was such a help having an 

Business is ‘grooming’ 
for local entrepreneur

which was very comforting and 

Gateway for ongoing support 

Julie Grove embraced her love of cats and dogs to set up her own 
successful business. 

as and when I need it.’ Julie’s 

session once their owners have 
left their pets at the specially 
adapted premises she and her 

husband have created next to 
their home. 

are ready to be collected by their 
owners. 

‘Grooming is very important 
for a pet’s health and it provides 

and coat as well as the general 

Julie. 
‘There’s a lot involved with 

styles. Not all owners have the 

groom their pet properly.’ 

Guilds course in dog handling 

won an award.
Julie says she is delighted with 

the progress she has made and 
is seeing a high percentage of 
repeat business. 

‘It is a very rewarding job 

wouldn’t have been possible 
without the support Business 
Gateway has given me.’

Texel ewes sell to £155 at 
Stirling prime sheep sale

NEW CAR registrations in Scotland 

have revealed.

number of new models becoming avail

encourage consumers into showrooms. We 
also anticipate Government action to assist 

Scottish car sales figures 
fall nearly five per cent

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Follow us on 

facebook
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gigguide
argyll your essential guide to 

live music in argyll

Friday 13th January > Charity Shop Challenge Theme 
Markie Dans Night & Disco feat DJ Steevo

Best dressed wins a prize! 9.30pm

Saturday 14th January > Live Music with Jon McIntosh
Markie Dans 9.30pm

Burns Club of Oban
Admission to this year’s

BURNS 
SUPPER
On 28th January

Will be by ticket only

Tickets may be purchased at the 
Regent Hotel on 16th, 17th & 23th 

January between 6.30 and 8pm.

Alternatively ring 
Roy Wood 01631 562042 

or Ken Oxland 01631 566010

Oban Music Society
Concert

Sunday 15th January 3.00p.m. 
St John’s Cathedral

Quintet Zambra (Flute:Oboe:Clarinet:Horn and 
Bassoon) playing Mozart, Taffanel, Arnold, Ibert, 

Dvorak and Hallam. Non members welcome, 
tickets at the door £10 (£8), students free.

THE OBAN Music Society 
begins the second half of their 
2011/2012 season with a recital 
by Quintet Zambra on Sunday, 
January 15 at 3pm in St John’s 
Cathedral, Oban.  

‘Dynamic’
Quintet Zambra is described 

as ‘a dynamic group whose 

aim is to bring more unusual as 
well as the familiar repertoire 
for Wood Quintet to audiences 
across the United Kingdom’.  To 
this end they are playing music 
by Mozart, Taffanel, Ibert, 
Arnold, Dvorak and Hallam. 

They are all Graduates of the 
RSAMD and either have or are 

studying for Masters Degrees, 
having  all won awards in their 
individual instrumental practice 
and as a quintet, the prestigious 
Mary D Adams prize for Cham-
ber Music at RSAMD.  

Their visit to Oban is part of 
the Argyll and Bute Concert 
Tours programme visiting other 

venues in the county over a six 
day period.

As well as being accomplished 
chamber musicians they are 
also to be seen performing in 
such distinguished orchestras 
as RSNO, SCO, BBCSCO, 
and the BBC and Liverpool 
Philharmonic.

ARGYLL
ANIMAL

AID

YORKSHIRE TERRIER
One year old and neutered. 

Looking for an experienced home.
Please contact Jean on 01631 566406 after 8pm.

aaa.rescueteam@btconnect.com
http://www.smallpaws.co.uk 

Reg. charity SCO13211

To advertise
in the

WHAT’S ON
COMMUNITY

NOTICE
 BOARD

Telephone:
01631

568000

The Oban Times 
Bonnie Babies 
Competition 2012
We’ll soon be printing photographs of the 
most loveable babies from the west coast for 
a number of weeks.  This time, it will be up to 
you, our readers, to decide who wins the title 
of Bonniest Baby and a fantastic prize! Full 
details will be announced later this month. 

How to enter

We are now open for entries! Bonnie Ba-
bies 2012 is open to babies and toddlers 
born on or after April 12, 2009.  You can 
enter a child by posting us a photograph 
along with a signed entry coupon (see 
left) to The Oban Times, Bonnie Babies 
Entry, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB.  
Please make sure you write the name of 
the child, date of birth and a contact tel-
ephone number on the back of the photo.  
Should you wish for your photo to be 
returned, please also enclose a stamped 
addressed envelope.We will do our best 
to return your photo but please make a 
copy just in case. 

After you have entered your child into 
the competition, look out every week in 
The Oban Times to see when your baby 
appears.  The closing date for entries will 
be announced in a future issue.  You can 
find all the competition rules and terms 
and conditions online at www.obantimes.
co.uk/bonniebabies or call 01631 568 000. 

Terms & conditions: The Oban Times Bonnie Babies 2012 competition is open to babies and toddlers born on or after April 12, 2009. Only one entry per child. 
Entrants, and their families entering on their behalf, must live in the area of Argyll and the west Highlands and Islands. By entering the competition and by filling 
in the parental consent form that is provided with your entry, you – the parent or guardian – consent to the reproduction of your child’s photograph in The Oban 
Times Bonnie Babies features in the paper and online and in any other related Oban Times Bonnie Babies promotions. If you do not wish for your child’s photo 
to appear in the newspaper or online then you should not enter the competition. The Oban Times cannot take responsibility for the safe delivery and safe return 
of the entrant’s photograph.  Photos posted in without an enclosed stamped addressed envelope will not be returned. Poor quality photographs, which are out 
of focus, difficult to see the child’s face, ripped, torn or folded, will not be accepted as an entry and will be returned to the sender providing a stamped addressed 
envelope is supplied by the entrant.  By sending us your photograph, you agree that Wyvex Media Ltd and The Oban Times have the right to publish the images 
and details of the entrant without payment for the purpose of promoting The Oban Times Bonnie Babies campaign (s). The winner must be willing to take part in 
publicity. Employees of Wyvex Media Ltd and their immediate family are not eligible to enter. Photocopied entry forms will not be accepted.

Child’s name.........................................................................................................................

Child’s date of birth. ..........................................................................................................

Tel: ...........................................................................................................................................

Address: ................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................

Name of parent/guardian................................................................................................

Signature of parent/guardian ........................................................................................

I agree to all terms and conditions applied to this competition ...........................................

Please post to The Oban Times, Bonnie Babies Entry, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB.

ENTRY FORM

FORT WILLIAM Accordion and 

of the year on January 3 at the 
usual venue, the Railway Club in 
Inverlochy.

Full house
To a full house, chairman Alastair 

MacDonald welcomed guest artiste, 
accordionist Craig MacFadyen from 
Oban, who was accompanied by 
his father, the well-known Hector 
MacFadyen on second accordion 
and Kevin McGlynn on drums.

A great selection of music fol-

lowed as the trio, supported by 
local visiting instrumentalists, 

Supporting accordionists were 
Heckie Henderson of Fort William, 
Tom Cruikshanks from Inverness, 
Andrew MacDonald and Ruari 
Edmond.

MacDonald, young Carys Bilton 
and Liam Stewart Stevenson.

Ross MacPherson of Connel, by 
Oban, is guest at the club’s next 
social evening on February 7.

Quintet Zambra aim is to bring more unusual as well as the familiar repertoire to audiences

Accordion and Fiddle Club were 
The Sileas Sinclair Trio, who 
had travelled from Argyll to en-
tertain club members assembled 

in the Royal Hotel, Portree.  
Before the trio took over the 

stage, several local players 
stepped up to get audience feet 
tapping and were ably compered 
by club chairman and M.C., Jim 
Campbell.  

On piano accordions were 
Aly ‘K’ MacPherson, John 
MacGilvary and John Cameron.  
Drumming was provided by 
Donald John Campbell and Jock 
Davidson with John Cameron 
also assisting on keyboards. 

It was then time for the guests 
to play for their supper, which 

comprised of Sileas Sinclair 
leading on piano accordion, 

and Ryan McGlynn on drums 
producing a strong and lively 
west coast sound for the ap-
preciative audience.  

Their programme had vari-
ety throughout with many well 
known tunes and some not so 
well known but all arranged and 
played superbly. 

Fiddle solos from Deirdre 
MacDonald were greatly appre-
ciated as were the inclusion of 

as Jerry Holland and Sharon 
Shannon. 

In all, it was a great night of 

the year. The next club night 
will be held in the Royal Hotel, 
Portree on Thursday 2nd Febru-
ary, when special guests will be 
Archie MacPhee and the Bogroy 
Band. 

                             John Grundy

year at Fort William box club

Quintet Zambra to play St John’s Cathedral

Ryan McGlynn, Deirdre MacDonald and Sileas Sinclair in full flow 
in the Royal Hotel, Portree.

the Isle of Skye club
A strong and lively west 
coast sound played superbly

IT IS not known how long Port 
Ellen’s iconic Ramsay Hall will be 
closed after its distinguishable roof 
was torn off by stormy weather last 
week.

Argyll and Bute Council said this 
week that it was too early to say 
when it could repair the hall, which 
hosts a number of community 

events. Following the storm, the 
council said its priority had been to 
make the building safe.

A council spokeswoman added: 
‘We are taking steps to make sure 
the building is protected from fur-
ther damage. We are speaking with 
our insurers to agree a way forward 

The roofless Ramsay Hall in Port Ellen, Isle of Islay

Islay’s Ramsay Hall is 
victim of violent storm 

PUPILS on the isles of Coll, 
Tiree, Jura and Gigha will 
dive into their respective 
island’s past this spring, 
thanks to Kilmartin House 
Museum.

A team from the museum 

will bring with them a host 
of activities and replica 
artefacts from each island’s 
past.

Pupils will also work with 
local artists as part of an 
exciting project to bring 

the isles’ history to life in 
an engaging and interesting 
way.

Kilmartin House Museum, 
Kate Moody, said: ‘We are 
really excited about visiting 

these islands as they have 
lots of fantastic sites and 
monuments which tell us 
a great deal about how our 
ancestors lived and worked 
there. As part of our visit 
we plan to take the children 

out to some of the sites, 
show them replicas of some 
of the tools and equipment 
their ancestors would have 
used and explain why it is 
important to protect the 
unique archaeology of the 

islands.’
Each of the schools will 

create an artwork that will 
represent the childrens’ un-
derstanding of their island’s 
history and its importance 
today.

Kilmartin House Museum 
is asking artists from each of 
the isles to get in touch with 
them if they are interested 
in taking part and working 
with their local school on 
the project.

Kilmartin House Museum to bring history to life for island children throughout the west

THE HUGELY successful ‘Loch-
aber Gold’ concert in the Nevis 
Centre last September is to be 
repeated at Celtic Connections in 
Glasgow.

Lochaber’s finest 

including Gary Innes, Angus Grant 
and Fergie MacDonald will again 
take the stage – this time at The Old 
Fruit Market next Friday.

The evening will be a mix of 
music and repartee, with former 
Chancellor Alasdair Darling’s 
chief advisor and Lochaber girl 
Catherine MacLeod interviewing, 
among others, former Celtic legend 
John Hartson.  

John, who is married to Spean 

Bridge girl Sarah MacManus, 

testicular cancer and will speak on 
how will to survive helped him beat 
the disease.

Strathclyde Police Pipe Band, led 
by Pipe Major Duncan Nicolson 
from Caol, will open and close the 
show, which begins at 9pm.

Musical director Gary Innes told 
The Oban Times: ‘I think it’s great 
that a celebration of all that makes 
Lochaber special is one of the 
highlights at the biggest traditional 
music festival in the world.

‘It promises to be a wonderful 
night for all those involved, whether 
they are performing or in the audi-
ence.’

Lochaber Gold comes 
to Celtic Connections

Highlands & Islands 
Music & Dance Festival

SOUP LUNCH
Saturday 21 January

12 noon – 2pm
Guide Hall, Oban

£3 adults, £2 children

R.S.S.P.C.C.
(Children First)

COFFEE
MORNING

Regent Hotel, Oban
Saturday 14th January

10.30 – 12
£3 each

Lorn Garden Club
Lotta Leahy will be telling us all about

 Dry Stone Dykes
So do come along to St John’s 

Cathedral Hall, Oban
(entrance from lane at rear)
On Tuesday 17th January

At 7.15 for 7.30pm
Refreshments to follow, including 

home baking
Visitors and new members are 

always very welcome
For further information contact Marie 

on 01631 564107

Thursday January 19th 
at 7.p.m.

The Lochnell Arms
North Connel

Oban and Distict Classic 
Vehicle Club extends an 

invitation to all
to a talk by Eilidh Campbell on 

Mary`s Meals in alleviating 
hunger in the Third World.



YOUR LETTERS
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 300 words in 
length for publication on this page. The editor also reserves the right 
to shorten, to amend or to refuse to print them. Names and postal 
addresses must be supplied, including on emails, to indicate good 

Anonymous letters or those supplied without a contact telephone 
number will not be printed. Please write or fax to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

PRESS POLICY
WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all our 
reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on 
occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of producing the 
biggest local newspaper in the West Highlands.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in 

Editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB giving 
your day-time telephone number where possible. This statement 
of policy will appear on this page every week along with any 

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s 
Code of Conduct. 

The views expressed in The Oban Times are not necessarily 
those of this newspaper.
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20 Years 

Ago The Oban Times
Those Were The Days

Thursday, January 16, 1992

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWORD

Last week’s 
solution

Across
1 Rare (6)
4 Rough (6)
9 Actual (2,5)
10 Celebrity's concern (5)
11 Known to be from Amsterdam (5)
12 Creep wetly! (7)
13 Fruit pudding (7,4)
18 Dumpling dish (7)
20 Dwarves or Lucky? (5)
22 Not perfectly round (5)
23 Frozen surface (3,4)
24 Hook's place (6)
25 Antsy (2,4)

Down
1 Calm (6)
2 Bad (5)
3 Flier's seat (7)
5 Accused's cover (5)
6 Descriptive... (7)
7 Depressing (6)
8 ...undescriptive! (11)
14 Put forward (7)
15 Recognise (7)
16 Look away from (6)
17 False (6)
19 Qualified training officers (5)
21 Bright (5)

S
1

I C
2

K A
3

I
4

R B
5

O R
6

N E
7

T L H
8

R O A W

A
9

C O L Y T E U
10

N T I E

C W D I A R

C
11

O N G R A T
12

U L A T E

A O H L A S
13

T
14

U N
15

G
16

U I R O T
17

O O

O O E E N M

S
18

I G N I F I C A N
19

C E

O
20

S B U A W

R
21

H I N O Y
22

O B B I S H

A L M O E A A

L
23

A Y A B O U T E
24

D I T

GLASGOW LETTER

Times Diary

Mr T Loughray of Edinburgh submitted this week’s flashback photograph which shows herring being landed in Oban in days gone by. 
We invite readers to send in flashback photographs. Please send prints to The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB, or email 
editor@obantimes.co.uk. Prints or emails must be accompanied by a caption, name, address and telephone number. Anyone wishing 

their prints returned must supply a stamped addressed envelope.

Letters to the editor
PO Box 1 , Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk

Telephone: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001www.obantimes.co.uk

Landing herring at Oban

Wells’ painting 
causing concern 
Sir,
I agree wholeheartedly with Iain 
Thornber’s views regarding the 
Henry Tamworth Wells painting, 
The Oban Times Letters Page, 
December 29.

It is worrying that the trustees 
of the West Highland Museum 
failed to consult the local 
community before announcing 
they were considering its sale. 

As a result, they have lost 
the trust of the community, 
scored a spectacular own-goal 
public relations wise and raised 
concerns over the security of the 
museum’s collection as a whole.

Perhaps museum managers 
should consider whether the 
present trustees/management 

especially as the museum has 
now lost its only appropriate, 

curator.
Susan McKenzie, Fort 
William.

Oban requires 
proper rail station
Sir,
I note that while Network 
Rail, or was it First Scotrail, 
had money to refurbish what 
passes for a railway station, no 
consideration has been given to 
the unfortunate customers who 
have to stand outside whatever 
the weather while the train - if 
a worn out, two-car unit can be 
classed as a train - is prepared.  

The only outside covered 
accommodation is the bus type 
shelter on the other side of the 
barrier.  

As far as I can see, those who 
elect to remain in the very limited 
covered accommodation now 
have to exit the building at the 
end remote from the platform.  

All this underlines the 
complete folly of permitting the 
demolition of the old station, 

which provided not only ample 
covered  accommodation, but 
toilets and waiting rooms and 
was Oban’s only chance of a 
central transport and tourist 
hub.  

The excuse given was that 
the building was dangerous 
but anyone who watched the 
demolition would conclude that 
this was extremely doubtful and 
that it could have been brought 
up to date for less than was spent 
on the present structure.  

At the end of the day British 
Railways just wanted the money 
for the site.  

Incidentally, whatever became 
of the hundreds of jobs which 
were going to be created?
Donald MacMillan, Oban.

Oban sleeper
link needed
Sir,
Your report that substantial 
funding has been allocated to 
improve the Caledonian Sleeper 
service is welcome indeed.   

What hope is there that some 
part of this funding will be 
applied to reinstating the long-
suspended and desperately-
needed link to Oban and 
connection from the south with 
ferry services to the islands?  

Charles Kennedy is right to 
emphasise the inadequacy of 
the marketing and promotion 
of the existing services and the 
opportunities for better use of 
the infrastructure already in 
place.
Ian Tegner, Kilninver.

Contrasting
customer service
Sir,
During the gales on the evening 
of Monday January 2, there was 

and we lost our landline 
connection. 

At the same time our TV, which 
we had purchased just over a 
year ago from Marks & Spencer 

no longer operational. 
What a contrast between the 

respective customer services 
departments! 

When I eventually got through 
to an Indian sub-continent 
call centre the female operator 
expressed the heartfelt apologies 
of BT for the inconvenience 
caused together with her own 
over-profuse apologies. 

Imagine my disgust when I 
was informed that I would have 
to wait until January 11 before 
an engineer could call. 

The Marks & Spencer 
experience was refreshingly 
different. 

The UK operator was obviously 
not reading from a prepared script 
and sorted out my problem - a 
replacement set - expeditiously.
Duncan Macdonald, Taynuilt. 

Thank you to the 
electricity workers
Sir,
We have all suffered loss of 
electricity several times in the 
last month in the severe gales. 

I feel we should give a hearty 
vote of thanks to the lines-
men who have been out in all 
weathers to get us re-connected.
Who amongst us would like 
to work up a pole in gale-force 
winds and driving rain, hail or 
snow? 

I, for one, want to say thank 
you to these dedicated people.
Andrew MacGregor, Isle of 
Colonsay. 

Rural housing 
development
Sir,
I would like to respond to some 
recent comments regarding 
rural housing development and 
surplus land.

The £750,000 for the 
council’s new Rural Housing 
Development Fund (RHDF) is a 
pilot project to assist in meeting 
housing needs in some of Argyll 

A TEACHER of French in a west coast school had become 
frustrated with her class’s lack of interest in their basic foreign 
language skills so she tried a new approach.

The class was encouraged to focus on a topical mathematical 
project, in French. 

To stimulate thought, she told the class that in this project, 
about the year 2012, there would be seven groups of 31, four of 
30 and one of 29.

Numbers were also to be recorded in bundles of sevens. The 
‘sevens’ were to be grouped into fours, these fours grouped 

do you think we’re only concentrating on numbers up to 31?’ 
One little girl immediately put her hand up and announced in 
a ‘matter of fact’ voice: ‘Because there’s only 31 letters in the 
French alphabet!’

AAAGH! The project was abandoned. 

STILL on an education theme, in the lead up to Burns Night 
pupils in a home economics class were asked to write down 
the names of three typical Scottish dishes.

One pupil wrote: ‘A plate, a cup and a saucer.’

MAGGIE MacDonald of Renfrew sent us this sign she spotted 
in a Glasgow restaurant window: Eat now - Pay Waiter. 

OUR THANKS to Lewis Morrison of Ledaig Leisure, 
Benderloch, who has a great interest in Gaelic but is 
painfully aware of his limited grasp of the language.

Lewis is keen to develop his vocabulary so turned to Ebay 
for the solution.

choices. I have yet to make up my mind on the right one. 
I really do not wish to go to the extent of being able to try 

Gaelic just yet. Acting on a hunch, I checked the French, 
German and Spanish Ebay sites and yes they all offer the 
same Scots Gaelic learning packages.

‘To quote from one: ‘We’ve selected a range of phrases you 

essential: for example, ‘I’d like to pay by credit card’, ‘My 
camera has been stolen’ and ‘Where is the pharmacy?’

‘Carry on learning in the airport lounge or on the ferry. 
Just print out the phrasebook sheets included in the 
programme and take them with you.’

‘Jings, crivvens, help ma boab, with less than two per 
cent of the population of Scotland able to speak Gaelic, 
the European Gaelic speaking visitors are going to have to 
talk amongst themselves if they want to have the craic - a 
prospect too shameful to contemplate!’

However, Lewis assures us he is both pleased and proud 
to display the ‘Some Gaelic spoken here’ sign at the shop 
counter in his busy establishment and points out, for those 
interested, that such signs may be obtained from www.cnag.
org.uk.

A PUPIL at Lochaber High School informed the school that he 
would not be in on Friday because he was going to his sister’s 
wedding. 

When he returned the following Monday one of the teachers 
asked him how the wedding had gone. 

Remembering that the boy’s father was dead, the teacher then 
asked him if he had given the bride away. 

The boy replied: ‘I could have, but I kept my mouth shut.’ 

HUGH Campbell thought we would enjoy the postcard he 
received from his holidaying girlfriend who he tells us ‘is 
very blonde’! 

We thought he meant her beautiful looks - until we read 
the message - ‘Having a wonderful time. Where am I?’

Family ceilidh
GLASGOW Skye Association 
got its 2012 season underway 
with a successful and well 
attended family ceilidh in the 
Crawford Hall, Partick, an 
ideal venue for the occasion.  

As in past years, this 
particular ceilidh had less 
formality than other such 
events on the social calendar.  

The audience took part 
in a Scottish quiz and there 
was singing from Calum 
Ross, his daughter Fiona and 
Cameron MacKichan as well 
as community singing. John 
Rennie, the association piper, 
also entertained.

Highland Ball
FOR MANY years it was 
the highlight on the social 
calendar of the Gaelic 
community in Glasgow but 
this year’s Ball, organised 
by Comun Taobh an Iar and 
due to be held in Milngavie 
Town Hall, has been cancelled 
because of lack of support.

Clydebank 
Highlander’s 
Association
AFTER its successful 
December ceilidh, when it 
celebrated its 90th birthday, 
Clydebank Highlander’s will 
be looking for a good turnout 
at its January ceilidh in Napier 
Hall, Dumbarton Road, 
Old Kilpatrick, at 7.30pm 
tomorrow evening (Friday).  

Singers for this ceilidh will 
be Emma Deans, Duncan 
MacDonald, Liz McEachan 
and Morag Smith with 
accompanist Kirsteen Grant 
and piper Robert Woods. 

Stirling An 
Comunn
THE FIRST ceilidh of the 
year organised by the Stirling 
branch of An Comunn will 
take place in the Albert Hall, 
Dumbarton Road, Stirling, at 
7.30pm on Saturday January 
14. 

Entertainment will be 
provided by singers Ceitidh 
Smith, Kirsteen Grant and 
Iain MacLean, the Cluaran 
Highland Dancers and piper 
Dr Innes Smith. 

Admission, which includes 
tea, is £4.

West End              
Folk Club
THE INAUGURAL meeting 
of the new West End Folk Club 
took place in the refurbished 
clubhouse of Hillhead Sports 
Club at Hughenden on Tuesday 
January 10. 

The group will continue to 
meet every Tuesday at 7.30pm 
with free entrance. 

Musicians, singers and 
listeners are all invited.

Gaelic quiz
THE THIRD Wednesday 
has now become established 
as the Gaelic Quiz night in 
the Park Bar and it promises 
to be different this month, 
on Wednesday January 18  
at 7.30pm, when it will be 
conducted in both Scottish and 
Irish Gaelic.

Diary dates
Friday January 13: Clydebank 
and District Highlanders 
Association - see above.
Saturday January 14: Paisley 
Highlander’s Association 
ceilidh dance, Elderslie Village 
Hall, 7.30pm - Archie Duncan’s 
Band with Morag Law. Stirling 
Branch of An Comunn, ceilidh 
- see above.
Wednesday January 18: Gaelic 
Quiz, Park Bar - see above.
Thursday January 19:
Opening concert of Celtic 
Connections 2012. The festival 
runs until Sunday February 5. 
Saturday January 21:
Highlander’s Club Dance, 
Partick Burgh Hall, 8pm 
- Susan McFadyen’s Band.

Pub scene
MUSIC in the Islay Inn will 
be provided by Black Velvet on 
Friday and Crooked Reel on 
Saturday.  

Remember also that Sunday 
evenings in the Inn are open 
mic while on Mondays and 
Thursdays there are jam/ 
traditional sessions.  

In the Park Bar this weekend 
it will be Nicky McMichan 
on Friday, Robert Robertson’s 
Ceilidh Band on Saturday 
and Willie Cameron/Martin 
Pottinger on Sunday.  

There are still Thursday night 
sessions with Nicky McMichan 
in the Park Bar. 
Neil Murray. Tel: 0141 954 
8105. Email: neilfmurray@
yahoo.co.uk.   

Share your humourous gems, comments on life 
or amusing tales with the Diary.
Email editor@obantimes.co.uk 

or write to 
Diary, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, 

PA34 4HB.

Oban Mart fight goes on
LOSING Oban Mart would have disastrous 
social and economic consequences for the town, 
farmers and businessmen have claimed.

At a private meeting to discuss the mart’s 
closure, which was announced last month 
by United Auctions (Scotland) Limited, 
representatives of interested parties say money 
from the high spending sales would be lost to the 
area.

Chamber of Commerce chairman David 
Webster said £250,000 a year alone would be 
lost through the Highland Cattle Society Sale. 
‘The mart is to Oban what Ravenscraig is to 
Lanarkshire,’ he said.

Mr Webster said that although Oban was a 
tourist town its status as a market town was more 
important.

He said: ‘if we lose the status of market 
town, Oban will immediately be down-graded 
and every commerical aspect of Oban will be 
affected.’

He said it was imperative that a new mart is 
provided before the present one closed.

Mr Webster added Argyll and Bute District 
Council should not grant planning permission 
for a change of use for the mart until a new 

MP Mrs Ray Michie is to put this to the 
council’s Director of Planning George Harper 
and United Auction Limited chairman John 
Cameron.

‘Closing the mart will be a severe blow, not 
just to the commercial interests in Oban but most 
importantly for the farmers on the mainland and 
on the islands,’ said Mrs Michie.

Bill Robertson, of the Highland Cattle Society, 
said many farmers could face bankruptcy 
because of the move.

He said farmers felt ‘bitter’ about the decision 
to close the mart, where trading has been going 
on for 100 years.

Shy hero in fire rescue
A SHY hero who rescued an elderly couple 
from a blazing building said this week: ‘I just 
happened to be there.’

Off-duty special constable Billy McIver battled 
to rescue Mr Alick McLeod, aged 63, and his 
wife Mary, 67, from their home in Blarbuie 
Road, Lochgilphead, last Thursday evening.

Mr McIver, 57, from Union Street, 
Lochgilphead, was hailed a ‘local hero’ by police 

‘There is no doubt Mr McIver saved both their 

Mr McIver, an ex-ambulanceman, alerted 
emergency services and rushed into the inferno 
to rescue Mrs McLeod but he was beaten back 
by the smoke. He called on the assistance of 

Hospital, and betweeen them they rescued her 
out a window.

The special constable re-entered the blazing 
building to save Mr McLeod. After several 

and dragged him to an open window until 

complete the rescue.
Mr McIver, an Argyll and Bute District 

Council employee, and the two occupants were 
taken to Mid Argyll Hospital. Mrs McLeod and 
her rescuer were released later but Mr McLeod 
was detained. 

His condition this week was said to be 
‘satisfactory’. The blaze is believed to have been 
caused by a dropped cigarette.

Latest Skye plans
PLANS have been lodged to build a resource 
centre for the elderly and handicapped in 
Portree.

Highland Regional Council has applied for 
planning consent to site the centre at Bridge 
Road. Other applications to be lodged with 

- name and address of applicant in brackets 
- include: revised layout of 32 houses adjacent to 
Home Farm, Portree, (Tulloch Homes (Portree); 
shower and wash block at Torvaig Caravan and 
Camp Site, Torvaig, Portree (Mrs F MacLean, 
8 Torvaig, Portree); house and formation of 
access road at 3 Strollamus, Broadford (David 
MacLeod of same address; siting of LPG tank 
at 5 Tianavaig Place, Portree (J MacDonald 
and S Cameron of same address, and house 
at 7 Ferrindonald, Sleat (Kenneth Campbell, 
Burnside, 10 Saasaig, Sleat). 

and Bute’s more rural areas and 
helps address the issue of rural 
regeneration.

The greatest housing needs, 
however, are in the large towns. 
The Strategic Housing Fund 
(SHF) is being targeted at the 
highest housing need areas and 
developments which will have 

such as the SAMS proposal in 
Dunbeg.

The council’s executive has 
agreed that the SHF’s longer 
term use will be reviewed after 
the Scottish Government’s 
proposals for social housing 
development for the next three 
years are announced to ensure 
the maximum investment can be 
levered into this area.

If £3m had been allocated to 
the RHDF in November, it would 
undermine the council’s ability 
to assist other Registered Social 
Landlord (RSL) developments 
in the areas of greatest need over 
the next one to three years.

Regarding surplus land, 
the greatest issue for housing 
associations is not land supply 
but rather the ability to access 
development grants from 
Government to facilitate house 
building.

We are making SHF funding 
go as far as possible in both 
grant and loan terms, but this 
is generally related to where 
Government grants are provided. 
To suggest a wholesale transfer 
of land to RSLs at nil value is 
an irresponsible approach as it 
would create RSL land banks 
to the detriment of Council Tax 
payers. 

What is required is an aligned 
investment from RSLs and 
Scottish Government - with 
support from Argyll and Bute’s 
Strategic Housing Fund - to 
target areas of greatest need as 
set out in our housing demand 
and needs analysis.
Councillor Duncan MacIntyre, 
Oban, Lorn and the Isles area 
committee chairman, Deputy 
Spokesperson for Housing.

WITH tourism undoubtedly becoming the increasingly impor-
tant main catalyst of the west coast economy, it is refreshing to 
note the urgency and diligence that VisitScotland has focused on 
securing suitable premises for their relocated tourist information 
centre in Oban.

While the previous grandiose location in the former Argyll 
Square Church building was vacated due to structural damage, 
there were deep-seated doubts expressed if the former facility 
was suitable for purpose as a visitor centre given its situation, 
access route, etc.  

By contrast, the new centre site, with its close proximity to 
parking, yet pedestrian-friendly, low level, easy-entrance access 
and location on one of the busiest corners of the town’s seafront, 
may not have the ‘character’ of the former building, but could be 

-
ness sector and future ventures on the north-side of Oban Bay.

If forecasts of an increase in stay-at-home tourism are to be 
believed, then Scotland’s west coast, and Oban in particular, has 
to demonstrate the courage, foresight and simple self-belief to be 
at the very centre of any resurgence.

Location, location, location

SUGGESTIONS that Strathclyde Police should be furnished with 

network have met with a hesitant response by the head of police 
in Oban. With Argyll roads increasingly closed for long periods, 
often with no alternative, suitable route, surely the suggestion of 
a pilot scheme using 3D camera technology is worthy of closer 
scrutiny?
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THE LEGEND of Arthur could 
put Argyll on the map and bring 
in millions to the area. 

That’s according to a research-
er who believes the legendary 
Camelot characters are based on 

Century Argyll. 
Scottish advocate Adam 

Ardrey has already set out in 
his book ‘Finding Merlin’ that 
the legendary Arthur was in fact 
Arthur Mac Aedan, son of King 
Aedean of Dalriada. Now he has 
gathered evidence suggesting 
that the Isle of Iona is the mystical 
Avalon, where Arthur was taken 
after he was injured in battle, 
and he is urging Argyll and Bute 
Council to develop a historical 
trail to tap into the market for 
‘King Arthur’ tourism.

‘The Arthurian legend is the 
foundation myth of the West-
ern world and has worldwide 
tourism potential,’ he said. 
‘Carmarthen makes millions out 
of its association with Merlin. 
In Cornwall, Devon and parts 
of Somerset, the foundation 
of their tourism is Arthur and 
Merlin. There is a big market out 
there, from America, Germany, 
Australia.’

Yet he believes the evidence 
for locating the captivating 
characters, places and stories 
of Camelot on the west coast of 
Scotland is much more substan-
tial than these places tradition-
ally associated with them.  

He said: ‘I have contacted the 
council to suggest they consider 
an Arthur History Trail akin 
to the Ninian Trail established 
recently in southwest Scotland. 
They do not have to believe that 
I am right about Arthur. Even if 
I’m wrong – and I don’t believe 
I am – the matter of Arthur will 
boost local tourism no end.

‘The councillors of Inverness 
don’t care whether there is a 
Loch Ness Monster because the 

their area.’
He also hopes local school-

children will be able to test 
his evidence through a school 
project and is in discussions with 

his jigsaw while researching his 
family history in the area – re-
search which linked his surname 
to hillforts near Connel and at 
Dunardry in Mid Argyll. 

Mr Ardrey believes the myth 
of the sword in the stone is based 
on a real inauguration ceremony 
when Arthur was made a war-

Legend of King Arthur 
puts Argyll on the map

The author believes that the myth of the sword in the stone is based on a real inauguration ceremony that took place in Dalriada

Researcher believes Camelot characters 
are based on real 6th century figures

lord at Dunadd Fort, Mid Argyll, 
standing in the stone footprint at 
its summit and receiving a sword 
as a token of his new authority. 
Over time, the story became em-
bellished by medieval writers, 
as their readers were as fond of 
enchantment as movie-goers 
are today: ‘You add in romance, 
and special effects – except they 
didn’t have special effects so 
they added magic. People like 
glamour – he was made a king.’

Camelot became associated 
with the area around Glaston-
bury in Somerset, he believes, 
as the earliest medieval writers 
to document its history were 
paid by the wealthy Glastonbury 
Abbey – keen to enhance its 
reputation and secure its place 
on the pilgrim trail. 

But the evidence Mr Ardrey 
has gathered suggests Camelot 
was in fact the land around Dun-
add and Arthur’s most famous 
battle, the Battle of Badon, took 
place nearby in an area now 
known as Badden. 

His latest work now suggests 
an ‘Arthur Trail’ could stretch 
all the way up the west coast 
to Iona – where he has located 
the legendary island of Avalon. 
According to the legend, Arthur 
was taken there by nine 
mysterious women, clothed in 
black hoods, after the Battle of 
Camlann, which in Mr Ardrey’s 
thesis, took place at Camelon 
near Falkirk. 

With scraps of information 
about Avalon, its location and 
the meaning of its name, he said 

ladies in black hoods may be an 
associated with the later nun-
nery on the isle.  He said: ‘There 
is not a single, solitary book that 

less one that’s gets anything to 
do with an Arthur. We have got 
an Arthur who’s relatives were 
buried there, who lived in a place 
near there, near to Merlin and 
near to where he took a sword 
from the stone. Avalon was the 
island that is Iona.’ 

Argyll and Bute Council has 
not seized the idea of a history 
trail, and attempting to unseat 
those areas traditionally associ-
ated with Arthur and Camelot, 
and with a tourist infrastructure 
built on the myth, will be no 
mean feat.  Yet Mr Ardrey’s work 
and his forthcoming book will 
certainly give food for thought 
to a local tourist industry, always 
looking for ways to entice new 
audiences to Argyll.

Is the real Camelot close to Dunadd in Mid Argyll with its legendary footprint in the rock?

The legend of King Arthur has been the basis of numerous films, many of which could be far removed from reality

Theory could bring 
millions to the area

HAVING reached his profes-

it would be fair to say that pilot 

The former Oban High School 

experienced a speedy ascent 
through the ranks to become a 

Airways.
And asked if being a pilot 

on one of the world’s premier 
airlines is as good as it sounds, 

response.
‘As an employee it’s easy for 

me to become cynical about the 
job and pick out negative as-
pects, but really there is nothing 
I don’t like about my job.

‘I consider myself very lucky 
to be able to do something, that 
for some, was their childhood 
dream.’

Having responsibility for 
hundreds of people on each 

into high-pressure situations, 

approach into the Bahamas, 
coming out of cloud at 100 feet 
in wind and rain into the world’s 
busiest international airport, or 
dealing with technical issues.

Stephen said he thrives on 
these situations but also admits 
that spending time off on the 
beach and walking around 
Manhattan are pretty good 
perks of the job!

‘The best part of my job is the 
constant surprises. Even days 
when things don’t exactly go to 
plan,’ he said.

‘There are plenty of opera-
tional challenges and stresses 
working as an airline pilot. It 
is very important to maintain 
discipline every day while 
at work, particularly on long 

awake. 
‘Stressful situations can mani-

fest themselves out of the blue 
and generally happen all at once 
or when time is more critical. 
That is why it’s imperative to 
use quieter periods throughout 

potential issues that may arise, 
for example when crossing 
remote areas like the Atlantic or 
Africa.’

A self-confessed aircraft 
geek, Stephen demonstrated an 
interest in planes from a very 
young age sketching planes 
from different eras on an A3 
notebook, noting each plane’s 
vital statistics.

-
ing bug really bit. 

‘It suddenly dawned on me that 

for a living.

at my careers advisors, who 

although they knew the basic 
roles of an airline pilot, they 
weren’t able to help create a 
meaningful plan. I then started 
searching for contacts who were 
already in the industry in one 
way or another, in order to gain 
some direction. 

‘The best thing I did was speak 
to John McGilvery of Connel 

He would give me advice, put 
me in touch with people who 
could help me further and take 
me up in his plane on lunch trips 
to Plockton with Frank Walton.’

started off working for BMI, 

Europe before moving to 
-

ing 757 on holiday routes out 
of Glasgow. As competition at 
British Airways is so tough, it 
took Stephen two attempts to 
get into the company but is now 

on long and short haul routes.
  Asked if he had any advice for 

are not too prescriptive. The 
bottom line is good Standard 
Grades with a good grasp of 
maths and physics. It’s not 
until you apply to the training 
schools or direct to the airlines 
(see British Airways - Future 
Pilot Program) that you then get 
assessed on attributes that are 
essential for the role of a pilot 
i.e. communication skills, hand-
eye co-ordination, numeri-
cal/verbal reasoning, spatial 
awareness, decision making and 
the ability to work effectively in 
a team, amongst other things.
There are various schools and 
schemes throughout the UK and 
Europe that could give you the 

‘If anyone is interested and 
wants to know any further infor-
mation, please feel free to contact 
me at stephen.cooper@ba.com.’
 Despite his various technical 
and navigational tasks on board 
aircraft, Stephen insists it is just 
as important to say goodbye to 
all passengers, help people with 
their bags and chat to people in 
the terminal.

It seems you can take the boy 
out of Argyll but you can’t take 
Argyll out of the boy.

Stephen Cooper  - ‘The best part of my job is the constant 
surprises. Even days when things don’t exactly go to plan.’

Not your 
normal
nine to 
five
Euan Paterson 
speaks to a young 
man from Argyll 
who has achieved his 
ambition - aged 26

It suddenly 
dawned on me 
that people 
actually fly 
aeroplanes for          
a living.
pilot
Stephen Cooper
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ITS NEVER TOO LATE TOO EXERCISE!

As we journey through life, it’s great to become older and wiser but why not also 

Life can be a tough and lonely old business but here at Energie Fitness, we are commit-

-

Planning your
Retirement

If you’re planning ahead for your retirement, 
you’ll be more than aware that there’s more to 
think about than just your leaving party.

Everything from getting the most out of your 
pension to how you’ll spend all the extra spare 
time you’ll have will be running through your 
mind - never mind where you’ll go for your first 
retirement holiday!

Thankfully, whatever it is you seek, 
there are options aplenty.

Come and join us at 

Lorn Garden Club
A friendly, relaxed group of garden enthusiasts 

from beginners to professionals.

Monthly meetings from September to April
3nd Tuesday of the month in St John’s Lower Hall

Doors open 7 for 7.30pm

Interesting illustrated talks, 
home baking and discussion

LORN GARDEN CLUB

Joining together with other enthusiasts to discuss successes and failures and learning 

-

VOLUNTEERS 
WANTED IN ARGYLL

Do you have parenting 
experience and a few hours a 

week to spare?
We are looking for volunteers to 

visit families all over Argyll.
Sometimes simply being a friend can 

make all the difference.

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CALL
01586 551140 for Mid Argyll, Jura, Islay, Kintyre, 

Cowal & Bute (MAJIK)
or 01631 566749 for the Oban area.

CARE AND COMPANIONSHIP IN THE COMMUNITY

-

BREWIN DOLPHIN

-

is good news for consumers, it can also lead to greater 

-
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0800 081 8989

PROPERTY

FOR SALE

NANCY BLACK’S
CHANDLERS

18/19 Argyll Square, Oban, Argyll
An opportunity to buy this iconic business selling 
ships chandlery, camping and quality outdoor 
clothing established for nearly 50 years in an ideal 
trading position in this busy tourist town.
Offers for sale with an open lease to be negotiated 
with the landlords.

Call for your free owner 
information pack
0845 268 0558 or visit us at 
www.letmycottage.com

Increase your bookings 
through Welcome Cottages
Over 250,000 
people book with 
Welcome Cottages 
every year, making us 
one of the UK’s most 
successful holiday 
letting brands.

Why join Welcome?

for you 

based in your area 

advertising budget

TO LET

Fully furnished, Oban, 
immediate entry, 

no DSS, 
£550pcm + bills.

Telephone 

WANTED

Camper van or 
motorhome,
any year size 
or condition 
considered.

Telephone: 
07900882331

VAUXHALL CORSA CLUB 1400 
5 DOOR AUTOMATIC

£5,250

2008 model, full service, excellent condition, very low mileage, 
taxed & MOT, Sky Blue Metallic, Petrol, Air Con, CD/Radio

Tel: 01369 704031 or 07810 705131

£800

SUZUKI
SCOOTER 2007

49cc, 6,500 miles

Telephone: 
01631 565857

FORD FOCUS STYLE 
1.6 TDCI

£6,500 ono

Oct 2007, Colorado Red, 5-door hatch, 19,000 miles, taxed and 
MOT’d, excellent condition

Tel: 07860 260 501

VW TIGUAN 2LTR DTI
SE 4 MOTION

£16,500 ono

silver, 2009, 59 plate, warranty till Sept 2012, 
very good condition

Tel: 07747162428

£900

1996 ATLAS
FESTIVAL

2 bedroom static caravan, 
good condition

Telephone: 
07774066138

WANTED

Motorhome,
campervan or 

caravanette, high 
mileage or any 

condition, would 
consider MOT failure 
or in need of repair, 

will travel.

Telephone: 
07864035750

WANTED ALL 
TYPES OF 4 X 4 

VEHICLES
Landrover, Toyota, 

anything considered.  
We also buy non 
runners, accident 

damaged and 
MOT failures, 
instant cash.

Telephone
01250 884306 or 

mobile
07885 203020

3

PUBLIC NOTICES

MOTORS DRIVE TIMES

INVITATION TO TENDER FOR
Four Year Chainsaw 
Framework Contract 

Procurement.services@forestry.gsi.gov.uk
or tel - 01397  702184.

Closing date 30th January 2012 @ 13.00hrs
Details available from David McPhie

DP Forester on 0799 054 1304
or david.mcphie@forestry.gsi.gov.uk

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
FERRY TERMINAL UPGRADE: KENNACRAIG

Notice is hereby given that Caledonian Maritime Assets 
Ltd has applied to the Scottish Ministers of the Scottish 
Government, under Part 4 of the Marine (Scotland) Act 
2010, in respect of the ferry terminal upgrade at:

Plans showing the position of the works may be 
inspected at Kennacraig Ferry Terminal Building, West 
Loch Tarbert, Argyll & Bute.
Objections relating to safety of navigation or environ-
mental issues in respect of the application should be 
made in writing to:
Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, Marine 
Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB 
within 28 days of the date of this notice or by email: 
MS.MarineLicensing@scotland.gsi.gov.uk, quoting 
reference: FKB/A1323
Caledonian Maritime Assets Ltd, Municipal Buildings, 
Fore Street, Port Glasgow, PA14 5EQ

Description
Location

Kennacraig

Latitude
Co-ordinates
55 48.378 N

Longitude
Co-ordinates
005 28.941 W

Castlehill, Campbeltown, Argyll, PA28 6AR
Telephone (01586) 552317 

Fax (01586) 554719
(24-Hour Answering Service)

57 Lochnell Street, Lochgilphead, 
Argyll, PA31 8JN

Telephone (01546) 602581
E-mail: mail@cdm-law.co.uk

FOR SALE
49 MACINTYRE TERRACE, LOCHGILPHEAD, PA31 8TF

Mid-terraced house with garden pleasantly situated in a quiet road.  Hall, lounge, kitchen, three 
bedrooms, bathroom and downstairs WC.  There is double glazing and off-peak electric heating.  
The property is in need of refurbishment and redecoration and this is reflected in the asking price.

Offers around £70,000

OBAN OFFICE (01631) 562215
7 ARGYLL SQUARE, OBAN, ARGYLL, PA34 4AZ

Top Floor Flat overlooking 
Argyll Square.    Lounge/
kitchen area, bathroom, two 
bedrooms and box room.   
In need of some work.  Ideal 

let market.  
OFFERS OVER £72,000

BUSINESS FOR SALE

FOOD FOR YOU 
Mobile fish and chip business for sale

Reduced price for quick sale
£6000 ono

Please contact Elaine on
07780840435

Want to let your holiday property?

Call today for your 
FREE owners pack

0800 915 4750
www.SykesOwners.co.uk

Achieve as many as 
47 bookings a year

FREE property 
inspection & letting 
consultation

EXPERT photos 
& advertising

TO LET

In Central Oban

£435 pcm
Tel: 01631 570584

Ganavan Sands Development

VW POLO S 
TDI DIESEL

1422cc, 50-60mpg, first reg 
2001, 5 door, MOT until 

March, 2012, Taxed until May, 
2012, Many extras, available 

Fort William/Oban area

Telephone: 
Iain Thornber 
01967 421651 

or Mobile 07796 
412026

FOR LEASE
SITE 15A CRANNOG LANE, LOCHAVULLIN 
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, OBAN
Site 15A is an industrial site located within the Lochavillin Industrial Estate, 
Oban, at the top end of Crannog Lane.  The site is fenced and extends to 515 
square metres or thereby.
Offers over £4,380 per annum are invited.
Closing date for offers is Friday 10th February 2012
For further information: Estates Office, Blairvadach, Helensburgh G84 8ND
Tel: 01436-658957

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 -17:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW, at the alternative locations detailed below 
or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of 
applications should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in 
any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

11/02275/PP Erection of dwellinghouse and 
installation of septic tank

Land South East of Penmore House 
Dervaig Isle of Mull Argyll and Bute

Sub Post Office 
Dervaig

11/02317/PP Formation of access road 
(retrospective)

Land North West of Inverfolla 
Cottage Appin Argyll and Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Ledaig

11/02402/PP Erection of replacement wood clad 
office including changing facilities.

Boat Park Linnhe Marine Dallens 
Appin Argyll and Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Ledaig

11/02472/PP Installation of ground mounted solar 
panels.

Rowantree Cottage Blackmill Bay Isle 
of Luing Oban Argyll and Bute

Sub Post Office 
Balvicar

11/02491/PP Erection of a private music studio to 
rear of existing cottage

Carnie Cottage Isle of Lismore Oban 
Argyll and Bute PA34 5UG 

Sub Post Office 
Lismore

11/02514/PPP Site for the erection of new housing 
development comprising of 4 
affordable flats and 7 dwellinghouses

Land North East of 1 Hayfield 
Glenshellach Road Oban 
Argyll and Bute PA34 4QJ

Oban Area Office

11/02554/PP Erection of dwellinghouse and 
installation of septic tank.

Ardinamir Cullipool Isle of Luing 
Oban Argyll and Bute PA34 4UD

Sub Post Office 
Cullipool

11/02582/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse Plot 1 Land North West of Roan 
Cottage Bunessan Isle of Mull 
Argyll and Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Bunessan Isle of 
Mull

11/02583/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse 
and installation of septic tank.

Plot 2 Land North West of Roan 
Cottage Bunessan Isle of Mull 
Argyll and Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Bunessan Isle of 
Mull

12/00017/PP Erection of dwellinghouse Land North West Of Camus Fearna 
Appin Argyll and Bute PA38 4BA

Sub Post Office 
Ledaig

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

11/02388/PP Erection of extension Tobermory Harbour Association 
Office Taigh Solais Tobermory Isle of 
Mull Argyll and Bute PA75 6NR 

Tobermory Area 
Office

11/02537/PP Change of use from Class 1(e) shop 
to part Class 1(e) shop and part 
Class 3 cafe including minor internal 
alterations

Island Bakery 26 Main Street 
Tobermory Isle of Mull 
Argyll and Bute 

Tobermory Area 
Office

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 -17:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at 67 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX, at the alternative locations detailed below or by logging 
on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications should 
be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

11/01870/PPP Site for the erection of 
dwellinghouse.

Plot 3 Avonvogie Bowmore 
Isle of Islay Argyll and Bute

Bowmore Area 
Office Isle of Islay

11/02287/PP Formation of disabled access ramp 
with handrails at the front entrance 
and replacement of existing entrance 
door and windows with hardwood 
replacements of the same style and 
finish as existing.

Port Askaig Post Office Port Askaig 
Isle of Islay Argyll And Bute PA46 7RB 

Sub Post Office Port 
Askaig

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

12/00013/PP Increase in roof ridge level (amended 
design to planning permission 
10/01858/PP - Conversion of former 
stone store to picture framing 
workshop).

Islay House Bridgend Isle of Islay 
Argyll and Bute PA44 7PA 

Sub Post Office 
Bridgend

12/00014/LIB Increase in roof ridge level (amended 
design to planning permission 
10/01857LIB - Incorporation of 
remains of former stone store into 
new picture framing workshop).

Islay House Bridgend Isle of Islay 
Argyll and Bute PA44 7PA 

Sub Post Office 
Bridgend

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website: 
https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 
The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning 
and Regulatory Services, Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8ST. 
A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. 
Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

COMMERCIAL

in a good tenement 
in Campbeltown 
available now. 

+ council tax. 
References and 
deposit required. 

Phone

Landlord reg. 
33590/130/19520



We are looking for two dynamic people one 
to help run our Retail Departments and one 

for Food & Beverage.
Excellent leadership, customer care skills and previous 
experience are necessary. Full time salaried positions. 

Contact main office for an application form on
01838 400271 or e-mail mail@thegreenwellystop.co.uk

Closing date 31st January 2012

Also recruiting general staff for 2012 season

Retail and Food 
& Beverage 
Team Leaders

IT Officer Mid Argyll
Salary Grade 6 (£25,400 - £29,554)
35 hours per week

To apply visit our website at www.acha.co.uk;
Tel 01546 605859 or
email recruitment@acha.co.uk

Closing Date: 12 noon on Friday 20th January 2012
Interviews for this post will be held in
Lochgilphead on 2nd February 2012

PART-TIME ADVERTISING/
ADMINISTRATION ASSISTANT
LOCHGILPHEAD OFFICE

A part-time vacancy exists for a responsible, self moti-
vated person able to work on own initiative to assist in the 

The duties will include dealing with customers, advising and 
assisting them with their advertising requirements, answer-
ing the telephone and carrying out other related general 

The 16 hours per week will be as follows:

Closing date: Monday 16th January

Driver/Storeperson
Oban

Apply to Mr C McDonald 
Telephone 01631 563 711

Permanent full time position
Full clean driving licence required 

• Good rates of pay

who seeks variety and responsibility, and wants to play an integral part in the 

The successful applicant will produce monthly management accounts, 

You must have an excellent working knowledge of Word, Excel and Sage 

record in management/project accounts, and the ability and aptitude to learn 

This post would suit someone who is hands on, has an eye for detail 
plusexcellent written and communication skills, and the ability to multi-task 

For further information, please contact
The Company Secretary, Kames Fish Farming Limited, Kilmelford, by Oban 

KAMES FISH 
FARMING LIMITED
MANAGEMENT 
ACCOUNTANT

We are seeking an enthusiastic individual who enjoys 

candidate will be an experienced administrator who 
has worked in a similar environment with excellent 

general accounting and project management skills and 

The KnowSeas project is supported by the European 
Commission under the Environment (including climate 
change) Theme of the 7th Framework Programme for 
Research and Technological Development

For further information and to apply for this position 

write to:  Human Resources, Project Administrator (Job 

Project 
Administrator

Fixed term appointment 
for 1 year

£19,203 - £22,126
(pay award pending)

Versatile 
Manager
Required

For
Caravan and 

Camping Park
(West of Scotland)

Previous similar 
experience required

Accounting/book-
keeping knowledge 

useful
e-mail:

westcoastcamping@
gmail.com

DUNOLLIE HOUSE, OBAN
WANTED

1)  A rather special person, able to combine the twin roles of 
facilities assistant , dealing with clan visitors from all over the 
world,some catering, and working with volunteers at Dunollie 
House;along with the more practical duties of a housekeeper.
Hours flexible, but likely to involve some evening & weekend 
events; approx. 30 hrs. per week.

2) garden contractor able to deal with grass cutting and gen-
eral garden maintenance on hourly “as required” basis. Please 
quote terms.

3)  Gardening enthusiast, willing to devote voluntary time to 
tending and restoring Victorian garden, in return for having a 
large  vegetable patch available for own personal use.

Contact Mike Robertson, Estate Factor, on mjr@dunol.co.uk

REQUIRE
HGV Drivers for Low-loader / 

Flat / Tipper Work
 Clean Driving Licence essential 

MR HARRY ROSS
MACLEOD CONSTRUCTION LTD
KILMORY INDUSTRIAL ESTATE

Book keeper 
& Payroll 
Manager

for about 10 hours 

E-mail Marc at
marconiex@

Islay Community Information
and Tourism Officer
£15,300 - £17,000 pa Island of Islay
Colonsay Community
Information and Tourism Officer
£15,300 - £17,000 pa Island of Colonsay
We are looking for enthusiastic and dynamic people to work
for the RSPB on two six month projects on Islay and on
Colonsay. This is an exciting opportunity to promote Islay’s
and Colonsay’s amazing wildlife and rich heritage.

Main duties will include enthusing people about the islands
through guided walks and talks providing information and
interpretation about the islands, their wildlife and wildlife
watching opportunities. If you are a good communicator, are
passionate about wildlife and have the ability to deliver this
enthusiasm to visitors, this is the post for you. A flexible
approach to work is required, as are excellent organisational
and presentation skills and a sound knowledge of birds and
other wildlife.

Closing date: 5 February 2012. 
Interview date: To be confirmed

For further information and an application form, 
please visit our website.

www.rspb.org.uk/vacancies
The Royal Society for the Protection of
Birds (RSPB) is a registered charity.
England and Wales no. 207076. 
Scotland no. SC037654.

Electrician
with relevant 
qualifications

Immediate start
Temporary contract

Archie Houston 
Electrical,

Campbeltown
Tel: 01586 552963 / 

07979383140

Due to additional workload we are looking for the 
following staff :-

Workshop Supervisor
Apprentice Joiner/s

Apprentice Electrician 
General Labourers (Driving licence preferred)

All terms and conditions shall be 
discussed at interview stage.

All applicants please note what post they are 
interested in and send or Email appropriate CVs to:-

Mr B Colville, McKinven & Colville Ltd, Unit 2 

or info@mckinvenandcolville.com

Customer Services Assistant
Lochgilphead
17.5 hours per week (Job Share)
(Wed pm., Thur, Fri)
Salary Grade 7 (£15,646 - £17,385) (pro rata)

To apply visit our website at www.acha.co.uk;
Tel 01546 605 859 or
email recruitment@acha.co.uk

Closing Date for applications:
12 noon on Friday 27th January 2012
Interviews for this post will be held February 2012
Previous applicants need not apply

In association with myjobscotland

Closing Date: 27 January 2012.
To apply visit our website

Town Centre Manager
£26753 - £30129 (pro rata) Campbeltown Ref: DVE000073

17.5 hrs per week (Temporary – Maternity Cover)

01546 604041

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

ACHA - Putting Tenants First.
We are on target to create homes and places across 

Argyll & Bute where people want to live.
Can you help us achieve that vision?

Head of  Repairs 
Business Development

Location: Argyll, Scotland

This is an exciting and challenging new post created to enable us to 
fundamentally change and improve our service to our tenants and other 

This will enable us to bring all responsive repairs activity in house through 
the development of an internally managed in house repairs team function, 

This role, and our vision, means you need to be ready to break new ground 

ability to think strategically and be focused on achieving effective resource 
management across a wide geographical area, and providing excellence in 

This will involve a primary early objective of establishing a viable business 

management of our subsidiary maintenance company (including reporting 

Previous commercial experience of developing and delivering a large scale 
response and planned repairs service and setting up a similar subsidiary 

ACHA welcomes applications from all sections of the community and is 

The Underwater Centre, Fort William 
DIVE SUPPORT ENGINEER (MECHANICAL)

Must be Time Served Mechanic/Fitter or equivalent 
preferably with experience of diving systems

TRAINEE DIVE SUPPORT TECHNICIAN
To assist in the repair and maintenance of diving equipment.

Must have mechanical/technical background/interests.

Applications and CVs to :
Human Resources Department

Crannog Concept Limited, Marine Walk
Carmichael Way, Fort William PH33 6FF

Tel: 01397 707120 or e-mail  HR@theunderwatercentre.co.uk

ELECTRICIAN POSTS
Electrical Installations Manager (1 post)

Electricians/Skilled Fitters (2 posts)
Marine Harvest (Scotland) Ltd currently has vacancies for multi skilled and 
self-motivated Electricians within our Production areas across the West 

However, we are also interested to hear from individuals who may wish to 

team the successful candidate will be required to work with external suppliers 

In both roles the successful candidates will be required to carry out all 
planned preventative and reactive electrical work and ensure that all plant 

they will be required to install and maintain underwater lighting, feed 

will also have to investigate all possible areas for improved plant utilisation 

We are seeking applications from individuals who hold the following 

• IEE 16th Edition 

• Practical knowledge of computerised feeding systems
• Ability to read and understand Schematic diagrams
It is also a requirement to have a good degree of computer literacy and 
knowledge of automatic feeding systems and /or automated food processing 

If you feel you have the necessary skills for one of these challenging 
roles, please submit an application in writing with details of relevant 

Ferguson, Human Resources Manager, Marine Harvest (Scotland) 

Flexible person 
with wide ranging 
interests required.

 Live-in position, assisting 
wheelchair-bound female 

with all aspects of her daily 
life on a job share/ rota 
basis with existing carer.

 Driver essential. Plenty of 
spare time during the day.  
Annexe accommodation.

Island situation.
Please reply to

Sarah Hobhouse
07850 230000

North Argyll Carers Centre
North Argyll Carers Centre is a value-based charity, which 
supports those who look after a family member or friend due 
to illness, disability, frailty or addiction on an unpaid basis.   
We provide information and advice as well as practical and 
emotional support through our Carers’ Centres. The organisa-
tion is seeking to recruit the following:

Outreach Support Worker

Fixed Term for one year subject to continuation funding
This is a new and innovative post which requires a highly 
motivated individual who understands issues affecting carers. 

Argyll identifying hidden carers in particular older carers 
with particular focus on the Scottish Government’s Reshaping 

For an application pack or more information contact the Car-
-

ers.org.uk

Scheme. Use of car and a clean driving license essential. 
North Argyll Carers Centre’s commitment to Equal Opportu-

The Princess Royal 
Trust for Carers

FORT WILLIAM
Howdens Joinery has built up a reputation that 

builders can trust.

We supply kitchens and joinery products directly to 
the trade and we are looking for the following:

TELESALES/ BUSINESS DEVELOPER
Working on the telephone and at the trade counter you will 

with objectives of achieving and exceeding individual, depot 
and company sales targets, maintaining and growing existing 

Applicants should be passionate, positive, self motivated and target 

Please phone 01397 703355
Or Email fort.william@howdens.com

to request an application pack.

14 RECRUITMENT

Female Carers Required: Rural Location in Cowal

Estate Maintenance 
Person/Deer Stalker 

needed for West 
Coast Highland 
Sporting Estate

Applicant must have 
extensive maintenance 
experience and good 
working knowledge of 
engines, experience with 
sea boats, chainsaws, 

details to: 
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PhotographicOrders
You can order photographs
published in this newspaper

Order from the relevant offices by filling in the coupon 
below, quoting the code, shown alongside the picture

Name .........................................................................................................................

Address .......................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................

Picture code Date of Paper
A5

No. of copies
£4.41 per photograph (inc.vat)

A4
No. of copies

£6.76 per photograph (inc.vat)

Total

Payment can be made in cash or by cheque, (cheques to be made out to
Wyvex Media) To cover postage and packing 1 to 3 photos £1.30 extra charge,

4 to 5 photos £1.60 charge.  Anymore is an extra £2 charge

The Oban Times
PO Box 1, Oban

Argyll,
PA34 4HB

Tel: 01631 568000

The Oban Times
Mamore House
Fort William,

PH33 6BA
Tel: 01397 703003 

Campbeltown Courier
Courier Centre
Campbeltown,

PA28 6AE
Tel: 01586 554646

Argyllshire Advertiser
Argyll Street
Lochgilphead

PA31 8NB
Tel: 01546 602345

A5 photograph: £4.41
A4 photograph: £6.76

Please send/bring your order to:

UNDER

£50
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED
ITEMS INTO CASH!

YOUR LOCAL WEST HIGHLAND OFFICES:
OBAN : The Oban Times, Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

FORT WILLIAM : The Oban Times, Mamore House, The Parade, Fort William PH33 6BA
CAMPBELTOWN : The Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6AE

LOCHGILPHEAD : Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8NB

Visit the website at 
to input your details and not only will your 

ad appear online but will  also appear 
in the Oban Times, The Campbeltown 
Courier, and The Argyllshire Advertiser 

ITEMS UNDER £50 ARE FREE

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE MONDAY 4.00pm
NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE

ITEM................................................................................................................................................
DESCRIPTION................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................
PRICE ......................................................TELEPHONE.................................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON
FOR MULTIPLE ITEMS INPUT YOUR DETAILS ONLINE AT www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

alternatively you can fill in the form below 
and hand it in to any of our offices (details below)

Published by Wyvex Media Limited,

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions 
which relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications 
owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited 
Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The 
Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful 
and comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice and 
all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the 
advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made 
on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether 
placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the 
Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, the 
publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for 
the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and 
Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher 
to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage 
occasioned by any total or partial failure (however caused) of 
publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which 
any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any 
error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the 
case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the 
cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where 
the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from 
the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within 
fourteen days of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total 
liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for 
the particular advertisement in connection with which liability 
arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type 
and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with 
which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the 
Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling 
upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement 
in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in 
accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in 
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance 
of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must 
be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 
15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the 
invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition 
the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an 
additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though 
it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of 
our conditions.

The Oban Times
PREPAID

ADVERTISING
RATES

Lineage Rates
Minimum charge £13.85+VAT

(up to 25 words)
thereafter £2.70 per line

Box Number Fee £5.50 (+VAT)
Births, Engagements, Marriages, 

Deaths and Acknowledgments
Minimum charge £12.80 (+VAT)
thereafter £2.50 per line (+VAT)

In Memoriam:
Minimum charge £9.45(+VAT)

thereafter £2.00 per line (+VAT)

See Trade Classified Page for 
Rates

£9.63 per single column 
centimetre

Recruitment:
£16.55 per single column 

centimetre
Public Notices:

£10.90 per single column 
centimetre
Properties

£10.50 per single column 
centimetre

Private Accommodation
to Let/Wanted

£10.50 per single column 
centemeter

(all rates exclusive of VAT)
Personals:

£7.42 per single column 
centimetre

Please make cheques and 
postal orders payable to
The Oban Times, P.O. 

PA34 4HB
www.obantimes.co.uk

A TOUCH OF SCOTLAND 
EVERY WEEK!

The Oban Times
SUBSCRIPTION RATES

U.K ........................... £58.00
 ........ £100.00

 P.O. Box 1
 Oban, Argyll, 

PA34 4HB

carpentry & joinery

Ruaraidh Neish: 07821 582742
Ricky Duffy: 07923 223668
Email: tree.monkeys@yahoo.co.uk

All aspects of tree work...
• Felling
• Pruning
• Dismantling
• Windblown
• Tree Removal

Fully Certified and Insured

caravans

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG
Tel: (01631) 564848

www.macqueenbros.com Further entries invited into our next 
auction up until 20/1/12. 

*All items must be onsite by 12 Noon. 
All types of plant, machinery, HGVs, Trailers, Vans and Agricultural 

Equipment welcome. 
Large selection of items already entered direct from scottish councils. 

See online catalogue for further details.

www.morrisleslie.com

AA MCINTYRE
POULTRY

Sole distributors for 
Johnstons Hatcheries
Point of Lay Pullets, 
Black, Blues, Barred, 
Sussex, Buff Barred, 

Whites and Partridge
Deliver to all areas

AGENTS 
REQUIRED

Tel: 01292 591266 / 
07779311149 COVENTRYfor FENCING

TIMBER DIRECT FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland  •  Delivery available

For a competitive quote please call 01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL BEST PRICES

MARSTON ROTARY 
MUCK SPREADER,

5.5 cubic yards, 
1 owner, VGC.

Telephone
077950 54890

BICYCLES

BOOKS

BUILDING / DIY

CLOTHES, SHOES
AND ACCESSORIES

CROOKS

DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

DOMESTIC PETS

boys and ginger girl. Blue 

eyed beauties used to 

FIREWOOD

FURNITURE

Green Leather, very good 

solid doors on the bottom. 

GARDEN

sale.  Buyer must be able to 

HOBBIES AND
CRAFTS

everything you need to 

sheets and numerous 
embellishment sheets and 

HOME
ENTERTAINMENT

HOME FURNISHINGS

HOME OFFICE

KITCHEN AND
BATHROOM

LIVESTOCK

1 year old, males only, also 

MAIL ORDER

abroad. Order on-line at 

MARINE

MISCELLANEOUS

PHOTOGRAPHY

although box is missing. 

$*$Printing and Stationery

individual, a treasured 

TRAILERS

WEST COAST BUILDERS
Maintenance & Repair

STORM DAMAGE – ALSO INSURANCE QUOTES
Brickwork • Plastering • Slating • Guttering • Roofwork • Extensions 

Renovations • Landscaping / Patios • UPVC Doors

24 Hour Call
Tel: 01631 710334   or  01631 710851
Mob: 07796390411 or  07730654693
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CHARITY DONATIONS

FOR THE BLIND 
CHILDREN OF

SCOTLAND’S ACADEMIC 
TUITION AT THE ROYAL 
SCHOOL IN EDINBURGH
 Please give your financial
support by donation, deed of
covenant or legacy
 Please send to Appeals
Department, Highland 
Arts Effort, Royal Blind  
Asylum School, P.O. Box 
500, Gillespie Crescent, 
Edinburgh, EH10 4HZ

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
David Mudie (Treasurer)

Oban Hospice Ltd
The Croft
Kilmore

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House
North Avenue , Clydebank

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

GRADUATIONS

Thea Auckland-Child, BSc (Hons) has recently 
obtained an MSc with distinction in Speech and 

Language Therapy from the University of Reading. 
Thea is the granddaughter of the late Margaret and 
Ron Child of Stru-mhor, Connel, and the daughter 

of Stewart Child and Mary Auckland.

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 15 January 2012

Epiphany 2
St John’s Cathedral, Oban
Holy Communion........ 08.00
Sung Eucharist............. 10.15
Sunday School and Créche

Loop System
Large Print Hymn Books

All Welcome
Norman MacCallum,

Provost.
(01631) 562323

St Columba, Gruline, Mull
Holy Eucharist ............. 11.00

St Columba, 
Bishop’s House, Iona

Holy Eucharist ............. 10.00

ASSOCIATED 
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church
Sunday 15 January 2012

11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.
Phone-In ‘Worship Link’ 

available
Rev. Archie McPhail

MA, MTh
(01631) 567076

All welcome

ECCLESIASTICAL 
NOTICES

OBAN
MEMORIALS

OM

Alistair MacLean
Master Sculptor
Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban
Design and prices on request

LETTERING AND RENOVATING
DONE IN ANY CEMETERY

TEL: 01631 563123 / 565269

MEMORIALS

Claire MacLeod graduated with a Degree of 
Bachelor of Nursing (adult) from Glasgow 

Caledonian University, youngest daughter of Hugh 
and Doreen MacLeod, Benderloch. Claire is now 
working at Gartnavel General Hospital, Glasgow.

BIRTHS

ENGAGEMENTS
THOMAS - IRVINE
- Both families are 
delighted to announce the 
engagement of David 
Hywel, son of David 
Thomas, Spain and Carlin 
Murray, Alloway, to Kim 
Elizabeth, daughter of the 
late Iain and Jean Irvine, 
Tighnabruaich.

MARRIAGES
NISBET – MACEACHEN 
– Both families have the 
pleasure of announcing 
the marriage on December 
28, 2011, in Edinburgh of 
James, son of Mrs Sheila 
Nisbet, Mussleburgh 
and Jacqueline Anne, 
daughter of David and Jean 
MacEachen, Oban.

SILVER WEDDINGS
BORSCHEL – WEATHERALL
– At Kilmore and Oban 
Church of Scotland on 
January 9, 1987 by the late 
Rev Duncan Capewell, 
Carine to Wolfegang, 
Giessen, Germany.

GOLDEN WEDDING
BLACK - DUKE - 
Hughie to Helen on 
January 13, 1962.
With love and 
Congratulations from all 
the family.

DEATHS
BILTON - On January 1, 
2012, Fred (of Balvicar, 
formerly of Durham City), 
passed away, aged 78 
years, loving husband of 
Nora, dad to Margaret and 
Caroline, grampy, uncle 
and father-in-law. Funeral 
has taken place.
CAMPBELL - Suddenly 
at home on Tuesday 
January 10, 2012, aged 
71 years, Angus, beloved 
husband of Elsie, much 
loved dad of Fiona, Derek 
and Innis and a loving 
Papa. Very sadly missed.
Funeral will take place 
from The Free High 
Church, Oban on Friday 
January 13, at 1 pm, 
thereafter to Pennyfuir 

only please. Retiring 
collection / donations if 
desired for British Heart 
Foundation.  
FARQUHARSON - 
Ronalda (neé MacIntyre) 
who passed away at home, 
aged 68 years. Beloved 
mother and gaga, much 
loved and sorely missed 
by all. Service will be at 
Inverness Crematorium 
at 1.30pm on 16/01/12 
Memorial service in 
Strontian at a later date.
MACCALLUM –
Peacefully at Lorn and 
Islands Hospital, Oban 

January 8, 2012, Fergus 
aged 35 years, very dearly 
loved son of Jimmy 
and Daphne, brother of 
Andrina, Archie and 
Betty, brother-in-law, 
uncle and nephew and 
friend to many. A service 
to celebrate his life will 
take place at Muckairn 
Parish Church, Taynuilt 
on Saturday, January 14 

please. Retiring collection 
to Fergus’s chosen 
charities.
MACDONALD -
Peacefully at Dunaros 
Hospital, on January 1,  
2012 in his 96th year, 
Calum MacDonald, 
Tobermory Isle of Mull.
Beloved brother of 
Margaret. Sadly missed.

MACLEAN - Suddenly 
at the Southern General 
Hospital, Glasgow, on 
January 9, 2012, Charles 
MacLean (Jnr); son of 
May and Charlie, Dunbeg, 
and brother of James and 
Donald, father, uncle and 
grandpa. Funeral service 
will be held in Lochgilphead 
Parish Church on Tuesday, 
January 17 at 12noon, 
thereafter to Achnabreac 

only please. Donations to 
Leukaemia Research & 
British Heart Foundation.
No Black Ties - Casual 
Dress please. “Simply the 
Best”
MEARS -  On  January 5, 
2012, peacefully after a long 
illness, Margaret (Bunty) 
Mears, (née Smart), in her 
74th year, beloved wife of 
the late Colin and much 
loved mother of Gordon, 
dear mother-in-law of 
Moira and dearly loved 
gran of Lisa and Fiona.
Funeral service was held 
on January 11, at Cardross 
Crematorium.
PATERSON – At home 
with his family on December 
31, 2011, William (Anchor 
Bill) much loved husband 
of the late Maimie, dearest 
father of Shirley and 
Niven and a dear papa to 
Alan and Jamie-Anne. A 
funeral service took place 
on Wednesday January 11, 
2012 at Clark Memorial 
Church, Largs followed 
by a Cremation Service at 
Greenock Crematorium.
PAYNE - Patricia of 
Cinntail, Corpach, widow 
of the late Mac Payne, 
died peacefully on Tuesday 
January 3, 2012 in the 
Belford Hospital after 
a short illness. Beloved 
mother to Brian, Ann, 
Cathy, Robert and Sue, 
grandmother to Richard, 
Jill, Tracey, Karen, 
Graeme, Calum, Cairstie, 
Chris, Jemma, Thomas 
and MacGregor and great 
grandmother to Bob, 
Amelia, Jack, Matthew, 
Luciana, Sebastian, 
Charlie, Edith, Holly and 
Joe. Well loved and sadly 
missed by all. Funeral 
service to be held 12 noon 
Saturday, January 14 at St 
Andrews Church. Family 

the church or to McLellan 
Funeral Directors, for the 
Step Down Ward, Belford 
Hospital
WHYTE – Peacefully at 
the Southern General on 
December 3, 2011, Aileen 
Fiona, aged 47 years, of 
Bunanuisge, Bowmore, 
beloved daughter of Iain 
and Maimie and dear 
sister of Alasdair, Marie 
and Duncan.  Interred in 
Bowmore, Islay on January 
9, 2012.  Very sorely 
missed.

ACKNOWLEDGE-
MENTS

BIRNIE -The family 
would like to thank 
most sincerely, relatives, 
friends and neighbours 
for their kind support and 
expressions of sympathy, 

calls and visits following 
the sad loss of their mother 
Margaret. Special thanks 
to Mike McFall and 
staff for thoughtfulness 
and professionalism, 
Rev R Corbett for 
comforting service and 
Fay Haughton and staff at 
Caol Community Centre.
Thanks also to all who 
paid their respects at the 
church and graveside. The 
collection raised £425.31
for Highland Hospice.
MARR – Ronnie, Sandra 
and Karen would like 
to thank friends and 
neighbours for their kind 
expressions of sympathy 
shown to us following our 
sad loss. Sincere thanks 
to the carers from Saga 
and Willow-view, and the 
district nurses all of whom 
looked after Mary so well 
allowing her to remain 
at home over the past 4 
years. Also to the staff of 
Ward B for their care and 
kindness in her last 2 days.
Special thanks to Rev.
Dugald Cameron for his 
kind words and comforting 
service and D & A Munn 

arrangements. Also thanks 
to Soroba House for their 
buffet refreshments and to 
all who paid their respects 
at the church and graveside.
REDFERN - Elizabeth 
and Joan wish to thank 
all relatives, friends and 
neighbours for their 
overwhelming kindness 
and support  in their sad 
loss of Willie. Special 
thanks to Andrew and Jean 
for all their visits and help.
Grateful thanks to Drs 
Wilmington, Calder Massie 
and Henderson, Katrina 
Flannigan, Respiratory 
Nurse Specialist, district 

for wonderful and caring 
attention. To Rev Dr 
Malcolm Kinnear for his 
comforting service and 
kindness during Willie’s 
illness and Melville Paton 
for the beautiful music 
at the church. Thanks to 

funeral arrangements and 
all who attended church 
and graveside and to Maria 
and staff at Onich Hotel for 
catering. The sum of £900 
was donated at church for 
Breatheasy Oban.
WILSON  -   Louise would 
like to thank all concerned 
for their  kind support, 
assistance, cards,  letters  
and calls following the sad 
loss of her partner, Ted 
Chance.  Special thanks 
to everyone at Easdale 
Medical Practice for their 
dedicated care and attention, 
Annie Loughlin for a lovely 
service,  those who attended  
and donated   generously 
to Riding for the Disabled 
and Cancer Research  
and lastly the Oyster Bar 
for their hospitality and 
refreshments.  

MEMORIAMS
BRIGHTMORE - In 
loving memory of my 
dear father, Eric who died 
January 8, 2009 and my 
dear mother, Mary, who 
died January 21, 2000.
Loved and remembered 
everyday.
- Catherine, John, Clair and 
John, Corpach.
CAMERON - Precious 
memories of our dear 
father, Duncan who died 
January 6, 2003.
Forever in our thoughts.
- Irene, Junie, Catherine-
Anne and families.
CAMERON - In loving 
memory of our mother, 
mother-in-law and devoted 
granny, Katie Ann, who 
passed away on January 4, 
2006 and our father Dugald 
Angus, who passed away 
January 11, 2011.
Months and years may go 
by
But not a day we don’t 
think of you
Deep in our hearts your 
memory is kept forever.
- From all families, Fort 
William & Ardnamurchan..
CAMPBELL – In loving 
memory of Chrissie, who 
died January 12, 2004, a 
dearly loved wife, mum, 
gran and sister.
Always loved, never 
forgotten
We often think of bygone 
days when we were all 
together
The family chain is broken 
now
But memories will live 
forever
To us she has not gone 
away
Nor has she travelled far
Just entered God’s eternal 
home and left the gate ajar.
Sadly missed.
- By Duncan and all the 
family.
CRUICKSHANK - 
Treasured memories of 
Jimmy, loving husband, 
father and grandfather, who 
passed away so suddenly 
on January 15, 1999.
Greatly loved, missed and 
remembered always.
- By his wife Kate, sons 
Iain and Dougie and their 
families in Tobermory and 
Fort William.

WOTHERSPOON
Kenneth and Lorraine 

(neé Fraser) are delighted 
to announce the safe 

arrival of their daughter 
Millie, on December 

17, 2011 at the Princess 
Royal Maternity, Glasgow.

First granddaughter for 
Margaret Wotherspoon and 
fourth grandchild for Iain 
and Cathy Fraser. With 

special thanks to all staff 
at the Princess Royal and 

Oban Maternity Unit.

EVANS – In loving 
memory of a dear mother, 
granny and great granny 
Cathie (neé Moyes).
Loved and remembered 
always.
 Nigel, Hazel, David, 
Gareth and Kaitlyn.
GILLIES - In loving 
memory of Johan Gillies, 
died January 10, 2010, a 
loving mother, mother-in-
law, grandmother and great 
grandmother. Also loved 
ones gone before.
- Hamish, Joan and family, 
Caol.
HAY – Treasured memories 
of Jimmy, a loving and 
much loved son, brother 
and uncle who died January 
10, 1998.
Precious memories keep 
you near
As time unfolds another 
year
Forever loved
Mum, Donald, Anthea, Iain 
and families.
MACGILLIVRAY - In 
loving memory of my dear 
mother May, (nee Wilson), 
who died January 10, 
1995.
Remembering you is easy
We do it everyday
It’s the pain of losing you 
That never goes away
A thousand words wont 
bring  you back
We know because we’ve 
tried
Neither will a million tears
We know because we’ve 
cried.
- Inserted by her loving son 
Jim and Helen.
MACIVER - In loving 
memory of dear Duncan, 
who died January 12, 2007.  
Remembered with love.
From Chrissie and Rob, 
Colin and Jocelyn.
MACKINNON  -  In loving 
memory of Neil Kennedy 
MacKinnon, Balevullin, 
Isle of Tiree, who passed 
away suddenly on January 
14, 2006.
Sorely missed
Flora, Jeanette and family.
MACMILLAN - In fond 
and loving memory of our 
dear son, Mark, who died 
January 14, 1991 aged 15 
years.
The hardest thing in life to 
bear
Is to want your child and 
he’s not there
With tears in our eyes we 
whisper low
We love you Mark and 
miss you so.
- Love you always Dad and 
Mum, Ballachulish xx.
MACMILLAN - 
Treasured memories of my 
dear brother Mark.
Those we love don’t go 
away
They walk beside us every 
day
Sadly missed.
- Iain, Frances, Lucy and 
Cara xx.
MACMILLAN - Cousin 
Mark, January 14, 1991.
So sorely missed.
- Lynne and family.
MACMILLAN - Mark 
Love and miss you.
- Jane xxx
MACMILLAN – In lov-
ing memory of Mark, died 
January 14, 1991 aged 15.
Always loved, never for-
gotten.
- From Maureen and An-
drew and Andrew, Oban.
MORRISON – In loving 
memory of Johnny, died 
January 3, 2008.dear
husband, father and grandpa 
of Catherine, John, Karen, 
Alan and families.
Forever in my thoughts
Mum.
STODDART - In loving 
memory of our dear brother 
Malcolm Livingston, died 
January 10, 1972.
Always in our thoughts.
- Inserted by family, 
Glasgow.
TESTER – Remembering 
our dear dad Rober (Bobby) 
Tester, died January 6, 
1995.  Also remembering 
our dear mum Mairi Ann 
(Nan).
Aig Fois
- Alasdair, Sandra, Joan 
and families.
YOUNG – Flora, January 
9, 2005.
A dear mum and granny.   
RIP
- Catriona, Callum, Lorna 
and Iona x

COUNCIL tax will be frozen 
for another year in Argyll and 
Bute.

All 32 councils in Scotland 

to accept the Scottish Govern-
ment’s funding offer for next 
year to freeze council tax for 
2012-2013.

That means a household in the 
average council tax band will 
have saved more than £500 by 
the end of 2012-2013 as a result 
of the council tax freeze since 
2007-2008.

As a percentage of income, 
households with the lowest 
income gain the most from the 
council tax freeze.

This funding would also see 
police and teacher numbers 
maintained.

Finance secretary John 
Swinney said: ‘We work closely 
with local government to deliver 
better outcomes for people and 
communities across Scotland.

‘Despite the most dramatic 
reduction in public spending 
ever imposed on Scotland by the 
UK Government, over the next 
three years, local government 
will receive a larger share of 
Scottish Government funds 
than in 2007-08.’

OBAN Gaelic Choir will 
resume its weekly practices on 
Monday January 16 in Oban 
Pipe Band Hall, Shore Street.

The practices begin at 7.30pm 
and new members are welcome.

Oban Gaelic Choir 
back on song

Argyll and Bute 
council tax rate 
remains frozen

POLICE are appealing for 
witnesses to the theft of a black 
Tiny laptop from the Great 
Western Hotel in Oban.

The theft, which occurred 
between 6pm on December 
28 and 11.30am on December 
30, was made after the culprit 

to gain access.
Anyone with any information 

regarding the theft is urged to 
contact PC Charles Masterson 
on 01631 510 500.

Police appeal after 
laptop theft

Thought for the Week

AFTER another active year in 2011, the 
Oban Concern for Palestine Group is 
planning its activities for this coming 
year.

Highlights
One of the highlights of  2011 for the 

Group was a public meeting in May when 
a very inspiring talk was given by Daoud 
Nassar a farmer in the West Bank in 
Palestine. Despite severe encroachment 
on his land by Israeli settlers with illegal 
settlements and the destruction of  250 
of his ancient olive trees Daoud shares a 
very welcome attitude of refusing to be 
an enemy. To that effect, he has created 
on his land the “Tent of Nations” where 
Christians, Muslims and Jews can come 
together in peace,

During the latter part of last year the 
Group had stalls of Palestinian goods for 
sale at The Ardmaddy fete, The Oban 
Games and the two Christmas Fayres 
run by Argyll Animal Aid and the Young 
Enterprise Initiative. These all raised 
useful funds and, more importantly, were 
a focus to explain the role of the group 

in working for peace and justice in that 
troubled area.

The Oban Concern for Palestine group 
was set up in November 2008 and now 
has over 40 members. The Group aims to 
reach across the two cultures, Israel and 
Palestine, in the name of justice.

The Group’s next public meeting will 
be on Sunday, January 29 at 7.30 in the 
Glencruitten Church Hall, Oban when 
local member, David Mitchell, who was 
in the Middle East a year ago as a peace 
observer, will be introducing two 30 
minute DVDs.

One of them is entitled ‘Constructing 
Peace - Resisting the occupation on the 
ground’ and is produced by the Israeli 
Committee Against House Demolitions.
The other one is ‘Dreams Deferred - The 
Struggle for Peace and Justice in Israel 
and Palestine.’ and there will be time for 
discussion and questions.

Those wanting to join the group or who 
want more information should contact 
Graeme Pagan Neaveton Oban PA34 5TY
01631 563737 . neaveton@tiscali.co.uk.

JESUS told the disciples to love each 
other as he loved them.  

If they had torn themselves apart over 
fears and doubts, or over failing to spot 
Judas’ plan, the church wouldn’t have got 
started.  Peter, who would have lost any 
election on the basis of his denials, had a 
powerful vision which made him realise 
he had to accept people his religion had 

-
selves in situations we wouldn’t choose, 
but we have to keep going.  A well known 
passage in Ecclesiastes tells us there’s a 
time to seek and a time to lose.  We need 
to let go more often and keep seeking the 
right way forward.  

Writing about the parable of sheep 
and goats, painter and theologian Jan 
Richardson says Jesus assures us that our 
greatest sin lies not in having the wrong 
theology or refusing to believe as others 
would have us believe or failing to take 
him to a place he has never gone. Our 

sin lies in neglecting to recognize and 
respond to him where he already is.  Jesus 

food, lack of water, lack of hospitality, 
lack of clothing, lack of health, lack of 
freedom. Christ chooses these places, and 
waits for us to show up.

It’s tempting to hold back in case too 
much is expected, instead of doing the 
most we can and then drawing the line.  
If we helped once, we can’t say ‘That’s 
ok then.  I needn’t bother anymore.’  If 
we failed to help, we don’t have to think, 
‘I’m done for.’  We can’t all do everything 
but we can often do more than we realise.  
One of the most frequent instructions in 
the Bible is not to worry, so let’s look 
forward and keep trying to get our priori-
ties right.
Rev Liz Gibson
Glenorchy & Innishael 

individual properties have lost 
landline phone connections 
throughout Argyll and Bute as 
a result of the recent stormy 
weather.

reported problems, which can 
sometimes involve the erection 

connection to just 10 properties.
The spokesperson said: ‘If 

you have a problem, contact 
your service provider in the 

know about it.’

BT confirms 
landline faults due 
to bad weather

Oban Concern for Palestine 
Group plans ahead for 2012

people living in the islands to keep an eye 

number washed up covered in oil.
Around 19 birds have so far been found, 

with more than half having been found 
dead.  

Western Isles 
The initial warning was raised by 

the British Divers Marine Life Rescue 
(BDMLR) last Tuesday, when a handful 
of birds were found.

Marin Scott, has since dealt with more, 
but the source of the oil has not been 
found in the Western Isles.

The Maritime and Coastguard Agency 
-

vealed no obvious source.
A spokesperson for the Coastguard said: 

‘We contacted our team in Lochboisdale 
but there was no evidence of a leak.

has dumped something over the side.  
Birds can also get oiled miles from the 

not always attributable.
‘At the time we’ve had these reports of 

oiled birds, we’ve also had a sustained 
period of strong winds. As a result, this 
oil could have come from anywhere.

‘However, we are keeping a close eye 
on it.’

should contact the SSPCA on 03000 999 
999.

Islanders asked to watch for 
oiled birds washed ashore

Around 19 birds have so far been found, with most having been found dead

JUST weeks remain for 
the Friends of the Birks 
Cinema group to raise 
the remaining £360,000 
required to revive Aber-
feldy’s cinema.

However, the group are 

goal, having just received 
a £100,000 boost from the 

wind farm community 
fund.

With 80 per cent of the 
£1.8million needed to 
rebuild and modernise the 
building, which the group 
hope to turn into a hub 
for the arts and culture 
for the whole of Highland 
Perthshire, alongside 
the Birnam Arts Centre 
and Pitlochry Festival 
Theatre.

The last big push is now 
underway to raise the rest 
of the funds by the end of 
the month, with a number 

of funding applications 
lodged with organisations 
such as the Volant Trust 
and the Balcraig Founda-
tion.

Appeal

has been sent to members 
this week, while a large 
number of corporations, 
local businesses and indi-
viduals have been asked 
for assistance.

The latest measure is the 
cinema’s association with 
the Weather Lottery, with 
a percentage of each ticket 
going towards the fund.

Charlotte Flower, chair-
person of the Friends of 
the Birks Cinema charity, 
said: “We are delighted to 
learn that our application 
to the Scottish Hydro 

has been successful. A

as this will play a very 

important part in meet-
ing our target at the end 
of January to secure the 
match funding awarded in 
June 2010 from Scotland’s 
Rural Development Pro-
gram.

‘Our plans to revive the 
Birks building into a state-
of-the-art modern cinema 
continue and we hope to 
provide residents and 

facility to be proud of.’
The group has seen 

‘fantastic’ support from 
the local community and 

-
bership has increased by 
over 50 per cent to over 
420 members. In total, 26 
sponsored seats have been 
sold.

A link to the Friends 
of the Birks Cinema’s 
Weather Lottery can be 
found on our Facebook 
page.

Scottish Hydro Griffen windfarm boosts 
Birks Cinema group fund by £100,000

Follow us on 

facebook

www.facebook.com/
obantimes

STOP PRESS - STOP 
PRESS - STOP PRESS

Water monitoring 
contracts awarded

A SEARCH for a missing 
scallop diver was underway to 
the north of Tobermory as The 
Oban Times went to press.

The diver was operating 
from the vessel Atlantia at the 
entrance to the Sound of Mull 
late on Tuesday afternoon when 
he was reported missing.

Tobermory Lifeboat, 
local vessels, the coastguard 
helicopter and coastal search 
teams were launched.

Scallop diver 
missing off Mull

ARGYLL and Bute and 
Highland councils will continue 

samples for the Food Standards 
Agency in their areas.

Meanwhile, Hallmark Meat 
Hygiene Ltd will collect 
samples in the Western Isles, 
while SAMS will continue 
its phytoplankton monitoring 
programme across Scotland.

The contracts were awarded 
after a tendering exercise, 
started last August.
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LAST WEEK’S SHINTY BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£1450

All you have to do
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph 
opposite.  Now look carefully at the position of the 
players and use your skill and judgement to place a 
cross at the exact point where you think the centre 
of the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 
attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter 
on separate coupons. 
The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will 

increase by £50 per week until it is won outright.  To 
win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must be 
in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap 
the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes 

of £25 will be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, 
no other prizes will be awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your 
entry plus £1 per 20 attempts into a sealed 
envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head 
Office, Lochavullin, Oban by the same time.  
Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which 

are delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting 
cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is final on all matters 

relating to the competition and no correspondence 
will be entered into. The final decision rests with the 
Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the 

jackpot will be shared equally between all winning 
entries. Any decision regarding the  awarding of a 
prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the 

competition null and void at any time, subject to 
its discretion and to make full refund of the price 
of the coupon to any person who has entered the 
competition at that time.
Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their immediate 

relatives and any person otherwise connected with the 
competition are ineligible to enter.

I enclose £1 for 20 crosses (tick box) The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, 
but you may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to 
abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this 
coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

Name ........................................................................

Address ....................................................................

..................................................................................

....................................Tel No...................................

Spot theSHINTY BALL

This week's nearest the ball 
winners, who each receive £25 are:

Mrs L MacDonald
Tayvallich, Lochgilphead

C Cameron
Braemore Place, Fort William

Please
tape your 

£1 coin 
here

Competition

ATHLETICS

REPORT BY 
STEPHEN NORRIS

snorris@obantimes.co.uk

FOOTBALL

Glenfinnan ‘A’ are Old New 
Year champions

INDOOR FOOTBALL

FORT WILLIAM have a great 
chance to move closer to third-
bottom Brora Rangers when the 
Sutherland side come calling to 
Claggan Park on Saturday.

Postponements because of 
bad weather mean Fort have 
been unable to play a home 
game since the 2-2 draw with 
Strathspey Thistle on November 
5.

But prospects look better 
for this weekend and Danny 
Conlon’s men will be keen 
to get back to winning ways 
following their 4-0 defeat at 
Buckie last Saturday.

Three goals in arrears at the 
break after strikes from Scott, 
Chisholm and Macrae, Fort 
came much more into things in 
the second half.

Sean Ellis rattled the crossbar 
with a stunning 40-yard free 
kick on the hour mark only for 
Jonathan Hewitt to blaze the 
rebound high over.

Fort keeper Gray saved 
brilliantly from Scott before 
Ellis hit the bar again with 
another 40-yard rocket of a free 
kick with 14 minutes left.

Mackinnon made it four for 
Buckie with an injury-time 
header.

LOCHABER Rugby Club 
travel to RAF Lossiemouth on 
Saturday looking to complete 
a brace of league wins over the 
Moray side.

The Lochaber men ran out 
43-3 winners at Banavie when 
the teams last met in October. 

GLENFINNAN ‘A’ defeated 
-

lage’s annual ‘Old New Year’ 
shinty challenge match on 
Saturday.

And it was a community cel-
ebration as much as a sporting 
event as players and supporters 

-
der the famous railway viaduct 
over the river Finnan.

Players included primary 
school age children and 79 year-
old Calum MacFarlane-Barrow, 

LOCHABER Leisure main-

top of the Ali Young Premier 
League at the Nevis Centre 
with a comfortable 3-0 win over 
bottom club Bayern Bru.

Goon Squad kept up the 
pressure in second with a 5-2 
win against Livercaol, who slip 
back to eighth. 

victory over HWE No-stars to 
go third on goal difference from 
Ballachulish, who look capable 
of mounting a serious title 
challenge after defeating Steaua 
Sookabreast 6-1.

Elsewhere, The Granite House 
edged out AA Young 2-1 to 
improve their standing, while 
Achintore FC got the better of 
Stroke City 6-4 in a ten-goal 
thriller.

THERE were no winners in 
the Fort William FC lotto draw 
on Saturday. Numbers were 
12-16-19. The jackpot goes up to 
£200 this week.

LOCHABER Squash Club’s championships at 
Lochaber Leisure Centre on Friday night saw some 
high calibre squash as father and son Bruce and 
Alan Love battled it out in the handicapped section 

In a masterclass of a match with long rallies and 
quality play, Alan raced into a 2-0 lead, but gradu-
ally Bruce’s technical mastery began to tell and he 
eventually overcame his son’s speed and agility to 
take the next three games for a narrow 3-2 win. 

SKYE AND Lochalsh Running 
Club will stage the third race in 
its winter series next Saturday, 
January 21.

The Glenmore race and fun 
run will start from the shinty 
clubhouse in Portree at 12noon. 
Registration is from 11.30am.

Wee Rangers 
at Claggan on 
Saturday

Lochaber Leisure 
stay on top

Winter series

Rugby at Lossie
RUGBY

FOOTBALL
No winners

Iain MacFarlane clears despite a robust challenge from veteran Calum MacFarlane-Barrow. 20_f02finnan04

performance and take the man of 
the match award.

Recent contests to mark the 
arrival of the old Scots New Year 
on January 12 were played in ice 
and snow. 

But mud and puddles proved 
the biggest hazard on Saturday 
as the teams wore wellies or 
work boots to cope with the 
conditions.

initiative from the start and soon 
opened the scoring when Calum 
MacFarlane Barrow showed 

score from close range.
With Farquhar MacRae a 

‘A’ continued to dominate and 

doubled their lead when Blair 

before the break.
Referee Tearlach MacFarlane 

– brother of Calum and his 
senior by a year – was keeping 
a close eye on proceedings, but 
the game was being played in a 

was rarely required.
The Stripes, playing in 

and white and led by Iain Mac-
Farlane, pressed hard to cut the 

But the outcome was put 
beyond doubt when Nico 
MacFarlane-Glasow, aged 10, 
prodded home to give ‘A’ a 3-0 
advantage.

Tearlach allowed the Stripes 
a few extra minutes to score a 
goal, but the ‘A’ team’s defence 

match ended with handshakes 
all round.

‘A’ captain Colm O’Rua had 
no doubt of the identity of their 
match winner.

‘We could not have done it 
without Calum MacFarlane – he 
was our star player up front,’ he 
said. ‘It was a wonderful day 
for young and old alike - it is 
important that we keep this New 
Year tradition alive.’

WEST HIGHLAND Wheelers staged the fourth 
round of their Alpine Bikes-sponsored winter league 
at Sutherlands Grove, Barcaldine on Sunday.

The joint event, kindly hosted by Nick Charlton 
and the North Argyll Cycle Club, saw 37 riders from 
along the west coast battle through mud and tricky 
roots on a technical course.  

The conditions entirely suited Ben Thompson who 

Ruari Watt was eking out a good lead at the end of 

number of riders who suffered a puncture.  
Ben Cathro took time out from his downhill 

but found the blistering pace of the pack far too 
uncomfortable.  

Marian Austin taking the ladies race. Thanks go to 
Nick, NACC, Colleen and Fiona for the event and 
timing. Next event is scheduled for Glen Loy on the 
29th Jan.

Results:
2-lap race: 1 Ben Thompson 57.27; 2 Liam 

Moynihan 59.31; 3 Mike Bossard 59.58; 4 Chris Bell 
1.00.12; 5 Tom Smith 1.00.59; 6 Ruari Watt 1.04.07; 
7 Lachlan Blair 1.05.28 (1st Junior); 8 Robert Hyde 
1.07.58; 9 James Tullie 1.10.18; 10 Ewan Thorburn 
1.10.50; 11 Alastair MacLennan 1.11.08; 12 John 
Shirley 1.12.22; 13 Gavin Blainey 1.12.58; 14 Tim 
Brand 1.12.46; 15 Jesse Wigman 1.12.58; 16 Chris 
Wolfe 1.13.27; 17 Ben Cathro 1.13.51; 18 Davy Gunn 
1.15.37; 19 Roddy Wells 1.20.43; 20 Tom MacMahon 
(2nd Junior) 1.20.58; 21 Andrew Foggo 1.24.38; 22 
Tom Adams 1.24.58; 23 Steve Bradley 1.27.01; 24 
Neil Wright 1.31.05; 25 Brian Barbour 1.36.27; 25 
Doug Little 1.36.27; 27 Marian Austin 1.44.04 (1st 
Lady); 28 Andy Dale 1.44.06.

Short race 1 lap: 1 Johnny Henshaw 48.01; 2 Peter 
Martin 51.18; 3 Brych Martin 51.22 1st Junior; 4 
Kevin Whitehead 51.36; 5 Kim Cameron 57.38; 6 

(2nd Junior).
 Lochaber Squash Club trophy winners Allan Ross (plate), Bruce Love (handicap) and Alan Love 
(handicap runner-up) with referee Neil Worsdall, second left, presenting. 20_f02squash01

a 3-0 win over Murdo Murray, while Alan Love 
came out on top 3-1 against Rah Douglas after a 
hard fought contest.

Andy Rodgers showed varied shot play with 
Alan winning 3-1 and going straight on to win a 

SHINTY

SQUASH

Winning captain Colm O’Rua, left, is congratulated by Stripes 
captain Iain MacFarlane. 20_f02finnan01

Lachlan Blair posted a strong performance at Barcaldine to come in as first 
junior.

Veteran wins
man of the 
match award

CYCLING

Thompson on top in Sutherlands
Grove winter league race

OT



Sport
Page 18
OT

Weather
Thursday Sunny.
 Winds moderate, north westerly
 Temperatures 2ºC to 7ºC
Friday Cloudy
 Winds light, south easterly
 Temperatures 5ºC to 7ºC.
Weekend Heavy rain.
Outlook Winds moderate, south easterly
 Temperatures 4ºC to 7ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig +0.25 NANCY BLACK Ships’ Chandler

Telephone: 01631 562550

NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler

Sponsors the 
Oban Times 

weather

come rain 
or shine

e-mail: editor@obantimes.co.uk  |  website: www.obantimes.co.uk

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, January 12, 2012
are listed below with differences for major ports listed beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm
Thur  01.21 0.7 07.22 4.0 13.56 1.1 19.44    3.8
Fri  01.59 0.8 07.58 4.0 14.32 1.1         20.21   3.7
Sat  02.40 0.8 08.38 3.8 15.13       1.2       21.03     3.5
Sun  03.26 1.0 09.22 3.7 16.01       1.4       21.51     3.3
Mon  04.19 1.2 10.15 3.4 17.03 1.6 22.51     3.2
Tues  05.24 1.3 11.25 3.2 18.18 1.7 **.**    *.*
Wed  00.17 3.1 06.39 1.5 13.11 3.1 19.38     1.7
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

6

7

FRIDAY

8

Oban Camanachd played their annual Over 30s v Under 30s match at Mossfield Stadium last Saturday. The game ended in a 2-2 draw. Scoring for the ‘Old Boys’ were David MacCuish and old Gussie Campbell while Andrew MacCuish 
netted both goals for the ‘Young Guns’. A sporting encounter was well handled by referee Billy Wotherspoon. 07_t02shinty1

YOUTH FOOTBALL
SATURDAY’S result: Under 
15s 0, Allander Colts 3.

13s v Clydebank BC; Morton 
BC v Under 14s; Under 15s v 
Kilpatrick; Strathleven v Under 
16s.

Saints’ youth  team 
fixtures and results

INDOOR FOOTBALL

Team           P  W   D   L Pts
Carpet Fitters    5    5    0   0  15    
Oban Times       5   4    0    1  12
Atlantis           4   3    0    1   9
RM Builders     4    2    0    2   6
High School      4    1    0    3   3
Emergency        4    1    0    3   3
Hotels                4    1    0    3   3   
Oban Electrics  4    0    0    4   0

Carpet Fitters lay it 
on the line

ATHLETICS

Oban heat of 
Sports Hall 
Athletics to be 
held next weekend

RUGBY

Green Machine
climbs up the 
league table

FOOTBALL

Saints struggle in Scottish Cup tie
Scottish Amateur Cup

4th Round
Oban Saints 1
Dynamo EK 1

THIS 4th round cup tie even-
tually got under way at the 
fourth time of asking after 
the game was switched to 
Oban when the parks in 
East Kilbride were declared 
unplayable due to the recent 
bad weather.

However, this was a game 
the Oban side will want to 
forget as they turned in a lack 
lustre performance against 
a far from full strength Dy-
namo side with the game 
ending in a 1-1 draw.

It was evident that the 
teams hadn’t played for 
seven weeks due to the post-
ponements and festive holi-
days as the players looked 
very rusty, but this should 

RBS West Division 2
Oban Lorne 27
Strathaven 19

DEBUTANT Tommy Suther-

Lorne, as his new team climbed 
off the bottom of the table.

The Green Machine welcomed 
Strathaven to Glencruitten last 
Saturday and were buoyed by the 
inclusion of prop Sutherland, as 

and Angus Munro.
Oban made the better start 

and were controlling the game 
with an impressive display from 

The home side were rewarded 

as a result of some good forward 
play close to the line, resulting in 
captain Struan Smith touching 
down from close range. Angus 
MacCallum converted to lead 
7-0.

With the home side growing in 

Corrie Louw picked the ball up 
from a ruck only a few metres 

Jamie MacMillan, who made no 

off. MacCallum again converted 
to give a score of 14-0.

Strathaven worked themselves 
back into the game with some 
good passing along the backline. 
They were rewarded before half-

afternoon to narrow the score to 
14-5.

Oban made a couple of half-
time changes with Crawford 
Brown and Maurice Flynn 
replacing Darrell Williams and 
Malcolm Downie.

straightforward penalty from the 
hosts. Strathaven, aided with an 
inconsistent Oban set piece, then 
put intense pressure on the Oban 
tryline.

The away side were eventually 
rewarded with a penalty try for 
Oban players consistently being 
offside. The visitors were now 
within touching distance at 
17-12.

But after Sutherland scored 

minutes remaining, the game 

was all but over. 
The away side did score another 

converted try towards the end of 
the game but MacCallum made 

a late penalty to deny the visitors 
the losing bonus point.

The win lifts Oban up to ninth 
place in West Division 2 with 
a game in hand over the teams 
above them. 

The Green Machine travels to 

a win would see them climb 
again to seventh position. 

scheduled for the January 21 
against Strathendrick.

Oban Lorne mini-rugby will 

January 15, between 1 - 2pm at 
the clubhouse.

Oban Lorne: M. Downie, D. 
Williams, T. Sutherland, Mac-
Millan, D. Hunter, C. Ferris, S. 
Smith ©, C. Louw, C. Wright, 

-
Callum, C. Smith, A. Wright, C. 
MacLachlan. Subs: M. Flynn, C. 
Brown. 

a dismal performance from 
the home side.

Saints got off to the per-
fect start with a goal in the 
10th minute when Donald 
Campbell fed the ball wide 
to Ross Maitland who sped 

for Craig MacEwan to head 
past Dynamo keeper Kevin 
Cassidy.
This should have been the 

signal for the home side to 
take the game to the visi-
tors, but they never did that, 
allowing Dynamo too much 
space and time on the ball.
The East Kilbride front 

men Stuart Kyle and Stephen 
Russell were causing the 
Saints rearguard some prob-
lems with their clever play.

It was no surprise when the 
visitors equalised in the 39th 
minute when a long throw 

caught out the Saints defence 
with Gavin Brady nipping 
in to send a looping header 
over Graham Douglas and 
into the net - a bad goal for 
Saints to lose.
The second half was almost 

couldn’t fnd a way through 
a resilient Dynamo defence, 

-
rienced Gerry Burn.

Saints pushed hard and cre-
ated several good chances, 
the best falling to Donald 
Campbell but he pulled his 
shot past the post.
The visitors were hanging 

on as the game drew to a 
close, but try as they might 
Saints could not score the 
goal that would surely have 
won the game. 
They now face a tricky 

replay in East Kilbride.
Manager Iain Jackson was   

not happy with the perform-
ance or the result and he 
will be having words with 
his players at training this 
week.

He said: ‘This was an ideal 
opportunity for us to progress 
into the last 64 of the com-
petition when the match was 
switched to Oban. 

‘We didn’t put enough into 

what we deserved - noth-
ing, and unless we improve 
greatly this Saturday then 
we’ll be out of the Scottish 
Cup.’

Saturday’s replay will take 
place Kirktonholme, East 
Kilbride, kick-off 1.30pm. 

required, to see who goes 
through to the 5th round. 

Oban Saints’ Ryan Campbell takes on Dynamo midfielder Gavin Brady during Saturday’s Scottish Cup tie. 07_t02saints1

Debut try for Tommy as Oban 
Lorne defeat Strathaven

SPORTS Hall Athletics will 
once again be promoted in 
Argyll this winter with the local 
competition for the Oban area 
being held at Atlantis Leisure 

This version of indoor athlet-
ics provides an opportunity for 
young people to try running, 
jumping and throwing activities 

The Oban competition is the 
third of four area events being 
held in Argyll this winter and is 
promoted jointly by Argyll and 
Bute Local Athletics Partner-
ship and Mid Argyll Athletic 

competitions will be invited to 
take part in the Argyll Sports 

February 25 at Atlantis Leisure 
in Oban with successful athletes 
from the Campbeltown, Oban, 
Lochgilphead and Mull contests 
taking part.  

-
tion was held in Tobermory in 
early December and the Mid 
Argyll event takes place this 
Sunday, followed on Saturday, 
January 21 by the Oban event at 
Atlantis Leisure. The Kintyre 
contest will take place at 
Campbeltown Grammar School 
on Sunday, January 29. The 
organisers have been fortunate 
to secure a Communities 2014 
Lottery Grant to help fund the 
competitions. 

Youngsters are reminded that 
the Oban contest at Atlantis on 
Saturday, 21st, starts at 12.30pm 
with entries on the day from 
noon. 

There will be competition for 

Under 9s up to Under 17s for 
both boys and girls.  There 
will be awards for 1st, 2nd, 
3rd and 4th overall in each age 
category. Age is taken as on the 
September 1, 2011 and an entry 
fee of £2 per competitor will be 
levied.

Successful athletes will 
qualify to compete in the Argyll 
Final to be held at Atlantis 
Leisure in Oban on February 
25. 

Alex Cadzow ploughs his way through Strathaven’s defence during Oban Lorne’s 27-19 home win at 
Glencruitten on Saturday.  07_t02oblorne1

LATEST scores from the 
Atlantis Leisure Indoor League:
Carpet Fitters 5, RM Builders 0;
Oban Times 26, Hotels 0; Oban 
High School 21, Oban Electrics 
2; Atlantis 9, Emergency Serv-
ices 1.
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Have you experienced 
Domestic Abuse?

Lochaber
 Women’s Aid

offer sensitive support 
and advice to women, children 
and young people experiencing 

domestic abuse.

Contact us on: 
Telephone 01397 705734

3 Belford Road, Fort William, PH33 6BT
E-mail:  lwa@btconnect.com

A Charitable Company Limited by Guarantee
Registered in Scotland No: SC33

Scottish Charity Number SCO34484

Man found dead 
on South Uist 
roadside
POLICE inquiries are underway 
after a 49-year-old man was 
found dead at the side of a South 
Uist road on Tuesday morning.

around 9.47am saying that a 
man’s body was lying next to 
the A865 at Ardmore. The death 
is currently being treated as 
unexplained.

The road was closed and 

access to the scene. Police are 
appealing to anyone who may 

the area in the hours before 
he died. He is described as 
wearing black trousers and a 
grey speckled woollen jumper. 
He was approximately 5ft 7in, 
of stocky build and had dark, 
greying hair. Anyone with 
information is urged to contact 
police on 01851 702222.

Around 40 Glenfinnan residents – almost half the population – turned out for the annual shinty match on Saturday to bring in the 
old Scots New Year. A roaring fire pitchside and warming drams – for those over 18 of course - helped keep the cold and rain at bay as 
spectators and players of all ages enjoyed a robust encounter between Glennfinnan ‘A’ and Glenfinnan ‘Stripes’. See full report and 

photos, back page. 20_f02finnan06

MALLAIG Primary School 
pupils are beginning work on 

after scooping a £5,000 grant 
from First Light, a production 
company enabling young 
people to work with industry 
professionals on digital media 
projects.

co-ordinated by Knoydart-
based Sam Firth of Tiny Spark 
Productions, will see 15 Mallaig 

and 12 make a documentary 
about things unique to where 

Likely themes include 
industry, history and the local 
community.  

First Light principles mean the 
children must come up with all the 

the production process, from 
drawing storyboards and writing 
scripts to directing and lighting.  

The youngsters enjoyed the 1963 

and are keen to create a similar 
collage of images from past and 
present using music, rhythm and 
poetry.

Delighted
Class teacher Fiona MacKellaig 

told The Oban Times
absolutely delighted and really 
excited and looking forward to 
the project beginning this week. 

going to include something about 

are hoping that by engaging the 
young people with the economic 
issues of the area they will be 
empowered to think about the 
future of their community and 

Mallaig Primary was chosen 
because the children do not 

First Light said.

Theatre group 
auditions
for Oliver!
THEATRE group Lochaber 
Showstoppers is looking for 
talented local youngsters to 

orphans and urchins in its next 

Boys and girls from 
Primary six upwards are 

from 2pm-4.30pm on Sunday. 

explain audition requirements 
and the rehearsal and perform-
ance commitment needed. 
All audition material will be 
taught on the day. Adults and 
secondary school-age children 
wanting to join should come 
along on Monday at 7.30pm. 

Committee member Clare 

want to do a musical that 

junior members in the company, 

them a chance to truly shine.’

17 for three nights and a 
matinee performance as part of 
global celebrations to mark the 

Christmas Carol’ last month. 
For more information phone 

07737 321299.

LOCHABER councillor 
Bren Gormley has written to 
Highland Council’s social work 
director Bill Alexander seeking 

address recent failures in home 

MacCallum was left in her 

period because no one turned up 
to dress her.

Speaking before yesterday’s 

housing and social work 
committee meeting, Councillor 
Gormley said essential changes to 

weaknesses’ remain.
In his letter, Councillor 

Gormley states many people 

He told The Oban Times 
people are left for hours 

make all the difference’. A 
Highland Council spokesman 
said problems were not due to 
cutbacks in funding nor the 
introduction of new four-day 
shift rotas.

the distress that this failure 
has caused to older people and 

additional support so we can 

clients should expect.’

until after the March 16 crofting elections, the 

-
bers, six elected by crofters and three appointed 

appointees, on April 1.
Ministers could allow the board to select a 

the elected members will be enthusiastic about re-

- raising the possibility they could be slowed or 
-

spokeswoman told The Oban Times this week: 

Ministers to delegate to the Crofting Commission 
the duty to select a member to chair the commis-

an elected member or an appointed member. It is 
-

mission enjoys a good working relationship with 
the Minister with responsibility for crofting. 

duty to select a member to chair the Commission 
will not be taken until after the elections.’

-

croft land through a crofting register and tougher 
rules on residency. 

The Crofting Commission will be able to termi-
nate a tenancy or re-let a croft should the occupier 
fail in his duties, while grazings committees must 

report such failures to the commission. The SNP 

land is put to good use. 
The new crofting register will be based on the 

crofts and common grazings. The current system 
does not make use of plans. 

Any changes to a croft’s status, including trans-
fer of title or tenancy, apportionment, de-crofting 

Postal ballot papers will be issued to all croft-

for returning candidate nomination papers and 

take place on March 16. See Sleat’s crofting ap-
pointees, page 2.

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Crofting convener decision on hold

‘Misleading’ 
ferries plan

Act now on home care

from Lochaber and the Uists 

whether Oban or Mallaig should 
become South Uist’s mainland 
port under its ferries plan for 
2013-19.

Postal questionnaires on ferry 

790 households produced 209 
responses for the Scottish 

were raised when Transport 
Scotland’s draft plan, published 

showed while 42 per cent of 
residents in South Uist were 

mainland port, 52 per cent were.
No further statistics were 

forthcoming, and the apparent 

recommendation that the shorter 
Mallaig-Lochboisdale crossing 
be sidelined meantime.

support for the link at packed 
public meetings on the Uists 
organised by the Comhairle 

also backed the Mallaig proposal 

also found that 83 per cent of 

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

South Uist respondents would 
use the ferry more if the crossing 

and 51 per cent if the harbour, or 
route, was different.

The scores on both questions 
were by far the highest of any 
from the islands - yet neither was 
mentioned in the document as 

the Mallaig to Lochboisdale 

of community landlords Stòras 
Uibhist, said the plan ignored the 
aspirations of South Uist people 

questionnaire’.
He told The Oban Times

and drawn out study has been 
conducted to justify the plans of 

Edinburgh, and not to identify 
the needs and expectations of 
island residents so that ferry 

islands residents and Scotland as 
a whole.

has repeatedly expressed its 

desire for the re-introduction of 
the Lochboisdale-Mallaig ferry 

petition and numerous public 
meetings and has gained support 
from the communities of Barra, 
Benbecula and North Uist 
through Comhairle nan Eilean 
Siar sponsored public meetings.’

In a strongly-worded letter 

preferred option to the Outer 
isles, Mallaig to Lochboisdale, it 
was not the only wish of the local 
communities to make Mallaig 
to Lochboisdale the principal 
route. 

principal routes - Oban to Barra, 
Mallaig to Lochboisdale and Uig 
to Lochmaddy.

what question in the household 

allow you to form the conclusion 
that 52 per cent wished to 
retain Oban as their main ferry 

status quo?’

from Transport Scotland as The 
Oban Times went to press.

Provost, Stòras slam survey

New target market 
for Harris Tweed

kicked off 2012 by naming 
South Korea as a new target 
market. Shawbost-based HTH 

from United Kingdom Trade 
International to take part in 

luxury goods at the British 
Embassy in Seoul in March. 

excellent platform’ for a further 

to commission two local ferries 
to run between Lochcarron 
and the south shore amid fears 
the A890 could be closed for 
months.  

The road has been shut since 

twice crashed down from the 
unstable cliff near Stromeferry.  
Fifty six pupils from Applecross 

-

elling to Plockton High School 
by train since Monday as efforts 
to engineer a solution continue.

Plockton man Calum Macken-
zie’s seal trips boat Sula Mhor,
and the Isle of Skye Ferry’s 
MV Glenachulish, which runs 
beween Glenelg and Kylerhea on 
Skye in summer, are currently 
undergoing trials alongside slip-
ways at north and south Strome. 

The 61-passenger Sula Mhor 

needs Maritime and Coastguard 

the boat on Monday, sources 
said.

capacity Glenachulish would 
operate on the 600-metre, 

and the Sula Mhor to and from 
Plockton. 

Race on to commission boats

TAKING THE NEXT STEP ON YOUR JOURNEY 
TO RECOVERY.
Beechwood House is a substance misuse service situated in Inverness, which 
provides residential rehabilitation, community outreach, and social care, to 
people with alcohol and drug issues, and, in addition, support to their families.  
Beechwood House offers: a safe, comfortable environment, which is free from 

and self esteem. 

Telephone: 01463 711335

Further information: Beechwood House, 69-71, Old Perth Road, Inverness. IV2 3JH
Email: Beechwood@crossreach.org.uk  Website: www.crossreach.org.uk
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MALLAIG railway station 
has won gold status in 
a new Keep Scotland
Beautiful awards scheme.

The environmental charity 
ranked Mallaig as one of 
Scotland’s best after inspecting 
all 346 stations in the country 
since July. Performance was 
gauged on issues ranging from 
clearing litter to recycling, waste 
management and community 
links. 

colourful hanging baskets 
and planters, maintained by 
ScotRail’s voluntary station 
adopter for Mallaig station 
Sonia Cameron. Sonia said: 

‘I am overwhelmed and 
delighted to hear that Mallaig 
has received this gold status. 
It comes as a lovely surprise.
I look after 14 hanging baskets 
and seven tubs at the station, 
with the help of an automatic 
watering system installed last 
year.

‘I know the work is appreciated 
by ScotRail’s customers and we 
regularly see tourists posing 
for photographs with the plants 
in summer, which is very 
pleasing.’ ScotRail managing 
director Steve Montgomery was 
‘delighted’ at Mallaig’s high 
rating. 

He said: ‘Our stations score 

highly in surveys of customer  
satisfaction and we look
forward to the future 
involvement of Keep Scotland 
Beautiful in helping to
raise standards even further.’

KSB chief executive Derek 
Robertson said: ‘Overall, we 
found the Scottish stations to be 
clean and welcoming and a credit 
to the staff who care for them, 
and we are committed to this 
campaign on station standards.’

Assessments to bronze, silver or 
gold status were available in Keep 

Station Standards programme. 
A plaque will be displayed at all 
stations meeting KSB standards.

Record rainfall 
deluge recorded
in Plockton
PLOCKTON recorded 12 inches 
of rain during December - the 
highest in any month for many 
years.

The deluge meant Lochalsh 
had 75 inches of rain during 
2011, compared with 43 inches 
in 2010.

However, that total paled in 
comparison with Achnagart 
in Glen Shiel which saw 152 
inches and Fort William’s 115 
inches.

Plockton only had one dry day 
during December and only 18 
without rain between September 
1 and Hogmanay, when 37 
inches of rain fell.

CONSTRUCTION of the £8million 
redevelopment of the former Grand Hotel/
MacTavish’s Kitchens site in Fort William 
was due to start this week, following 
demolition and site clearance work before 
New Year.

And in a boost for the Lochaber capital, 
it has emerged that businesses in the new 
complex should be trading by mid-summer.

retailer Superdrug, outdoor clothing shop 

Cotswold Outdoor and a JD Wetherspoon 
restaurant/pub. A 60-room Travelodge will 

Director of developers Ashford Property 
Group Andrew Smith was hopeful 
construction work on the retail part of 
the project would take no longer than six 
months. 

He told The Oban Times: ‘It’s full steam 
ahead now. Hopefully we’ll get early 
completion for the retail element, by around 

out the shops. That would take six to eight 
weeks, so the retailers would be open by 
August.’

West Midlands-based Anglo Holt 
Construction will carry out the 20,000 square 
foot project next to the refurbished Gordon 

point. The old Grand Hotel was demolished 
in December, with work stopping for the 
festive period.

FORT Augustus and Inver-
moriston Community Company 
(FAICC) volunteers will this 
week complete local delivery 
of a booklet detailing feedback 
to its consultation on spending 
priorities for the future.

Every local household will 

which will guide FAICC’s fund-
ing decisions until 2017.

The company receives around 

annum from the nearby Falck 
Renewables Millennium Wind 
Farm and the Scottish Hydro 
Glendoe Community Fund.

Since 2009, it has awarded 
grants to local initiatives 
qualifying under categories 
including health and wellbe-
ing, regeneration and housing, 
transport, heritage and culture, 
education and life-long learning 
and environment.

More than £117,000 has been 
paid out so far on projects 
including resurfacing the tennis 

-
men Academy’s MUGA pitch 
and a new car park surface for 
the church hall. Funding was 
also provided for the senior 
citizens lunch club in Fort 
Augustus and travel bursaries 
to enable students to return 

of cocaine was found in his trousers while he 

Andrew Donaldson was taken into cus-

of people at a family birthday party at Caol 
Community Centre on April 10.

After being taken to Fort William Police 
Station, the 49-year-old was searched at the 
charge bar where a plastic bag containing 
around £30 worth of the class ‘A’ drug fell 
out from his trouser leg.

Donaldson, of 12 Strone Pace, told Fort 
William Sheriff Court he had ‘no idea’ how 
the drugs got into his trousers. ‘There was a 
bit of stramash at the centre,’ he said.  ‘There 

was a lot of pushing and shoving, so it could 
have come from there. In my eyes, that’s 
about the only place it could have come from. 
I don’t do drugs. I’ve never done drugs.’

Constable Malcolm Lawson, who found 
the bag, said: ‘While I was patting him down 
I noticed a small plastic bag which appeared 
to fall down Mr Donaldson’s left trouser leg. 
I picked it up and he immediately denied the 
item was his.’

Procurator Fiscal Alison Wylie said 
Donaldson’s reaction suggested he knew 
the drugs were there. Sheriff Douglas Small 

-
sonable doubt the accused had knowledge 
the drug was in his possession.’

A TRIAL against a man ac-
cused of driving in Glencoe 
while nearly four times the legal 
alcohol limit collapsed after 
the Crown ruled there was not 
enough evidence for a convic-
tion.

Bernard McEnhill’s car was 

in a ditch having hit a telegraph 
pole outside the Glencoe Inde-
pendent Hostel on July 30 last 
year.

Constable Joseph Newsom 
traced Mr McEnhill to the hostel 
and found the accused with 
glazed eyes and ‘smelling of 
intoxicants’.

Giving evidence at Fort Wil-
liam Sheriff Court, Constable 
Newsom said the 57-year-old 
admitted drinking and being 
behind the wheel earlier in the 
evening.

breathalysed Mr McEnhill and 

A FIGHT with two brothers at the BA Club in Fort 
William has cost a Caol teenager £630.

Rhys Donnelly had been at a charity Hallowe’en disco 
at the venue when the incidents occurred on October 28. 
Fort William Sheriff Court heard there was ‘bad feeling’ 
between the 17-year-old and Alan Mathers, who was 

before being split up.
Procurator Fiscal Alison Wylie said Donnelly was 

thrown out and met Sean Mathers outside. The pair 

stitches to a cut on his lip.
Donnelly, of Tigh A Chladaich, Glenmallie Road, pled 

guilty to repeatedly punching Sean Mathers on the head 
and knocking him to the ground to his injury. He also 

refusing to desist and causing a breach of the peace. 

Bid to name new 
Plockton school 
extension after 
Hamilton family
EDUCATION, culture and sport 
committee councillors will 
today in Inverness be asked to 
agree that the new extension 
to Plockton High School be 
named ‘The Hamilton Wing’ in 
recognition of the benevolence 
of the Hamilton family.

Members are also expected to 
approve the outright purchase 
of a disabled access mini-bus to 
replace the existing vehicle at 
Lochaber High School at a cost 
of £48,000.

A CORPACH teenager sentenced 
to 120 hours of community service 
in July after admitting having sex 
with his then 14-year-old girlfriend 
has failed to carry out any of his 
punishment.

Robert Elder, of 16 Hillview Drive, 
admitted breaching the community 
payback order, claiming ill health 

left him unable to work. Sheriff 
Douglas Small deferred sentencing 
the 19-year-old at Fort William 
Sheriff Court until February 1 for 
reports.

Elder previously pled guilty to 
having sex on repeated occasions 
with the girl at 26 Mamore Road, 
Kinlochleven, and 24 Nairn Crescent 

and 5 Nevis Bank Apartments, both 
Fort William between April 1 2009 
and June 10 2010. He also admitted 
sending grossly indecent, obscene or 
menacing messages via Facebook to 
another girl, aged 13, between Octo-
ber 1 and October 31 2010. He was 
placed on the sex offender register 
for 18 months.

BRAE Lochaber ‘rebels’ are 
looking to follow their Jacobite 
week of last August with an 
even bigger and better spectacle 
in 2012.

The 2011 event proved a 
colourful addition to the summer 
calendar around Spean Bridge 
and Roy Bridge.

Crowds watched Jacobite group 
Na Fir Dileas (The Loyal Men), 
march to Highbridge (near Spean 
Bridge) with Jacobite standards. 
The march came 266 years after 

spot between Hanoverian troops 
and local Jacobite forces.

Local man Peter Wilson, 
who arranged the event, said 
everyone was in favour of a 
repeat this year.

He told The Oban Times:
‘All sorts of things have been 
suggested, including a Jacobite-
themed fair in Spean Bridge 
or Roy Bridge, and even a 
re-enactment of the skirmish of 
1745. It is such a dramatic event 
in local history, which over the 

‘Sore feet’ waits patiently in Gordon Square on Monday for building work to start on Fort William’s new retail/hotel development. 
20_f02west01

home from college during term 
time. However, as cash balances 
increased, it was decided to 
seek the community’s views on 
how the accumulating windfall 
should be distributed in future.

Some 125 people returned 
completed questionnaires, 128 
took part in community inter-
views and around 60 attended 
four ‘open house’ events up to 
November last year.

FAICC chairperson Harry 
Whiteside told The Oban Times 
hydro and wind farm community 

in 2010 and £124,526 in 2011.  
She said: ‘There’s a lot of 

money building up and we 
needed to look at the strategic 
direction we want it to go in. We 
needed to know what the com-
munity wanted us to do.

‘The response to the consulta-
tion exceeded all expectations 
and showed that there is an 
enormous sense of pride and 
wellbeing in the community. 

‘However, the majority of 
residents share the nationwide 
concerns created by the current 
economic climate - services and 
supports for older people, lack of 

employment opportunities and 
things to do for young people, 
and the high cost of rural living 
– energy, fuel and transport.’

She added: ‘Their response 
will shape our strategic planning 

got a policy that we put 20 per 
cent of income away annually to 
cover the period when the wind 
farm payments end after 25 
years. And once the [Glendoe] 
dam is operational we will see 

At their latest award meeting 
on December 15, FAICC direc-
tors disbursed another £20,000, 
including £10,000 to the Telford 
Centre for the elderly in Fort 
Augustus and £6,600 to the 
school’s tech department for 
computer-aided engineering 
design equipment. A senior 
citizens’ lunch club pilot in the 
Glen Moriston Arms received 
£1,800.

FAICC recently bought Fort 
Augustus village hall from High-
land Council for a nominal sum 
of £1 and invested £20,000 to 
secure a £72,000 LEADER grant 
for the building’s refurbishment 
and a new kitchen extension. It 
has also taken £13,300 of shares 
in the new Beinnean Wind Farm 
Co-operative.

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

asked him questions about the 
incident before cautioning him. 

After a brief adjournment, 
Procurator Fiscal Alison Wylie 
dropped the case, saying: ‘For 
reasons I’m not going to go into, 
the Crown will not be asking for 
a conviction.’ Sheriff Douglas 
Small consequently found Mr 
McEnhill not guilty.

said: ‘After full and careful con-
sideration of all of the available 
evidence, the Procurator Fiscal 
concluded that there was insuf-

Inspector Donald Campbell 
told The Oban Times: ‘The 

problem with police procedures. 

evidence from the police point 

of view to report the incident, 
but due to circumstances beyond 
our control it has not led to a 
conviction.’

Mr McEnhill had been on a 
weekend visit to Lochaber with 
his two nephews, both of whom 
gave evidence. Mr McEnhill 
drove the trio to the Clachaig Inn 
where they had ‘a few drinks’. 

Mr McEnhill left before his 
nephews and made his own 
way back to the hostel where he 
was found asleep by Constable 
Newsom two hours later. 

A barmaid from the Clachaig 
Inn was unable to identify Mr 
McEnhill as being at the pub on 
the night.

Mr McEnhill, of 12 Cochrane 
Street, Barrhead, pled not guilty 
to drink driving on an unclassi-

He also denied driving without 
due care and attention and fail-
ing to report the accident.

By RICHARD HADDOCK
rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

Group goes 
public with 
spending
wishlist

Ticket to success: Sonia Cameron, left, and Mallaig Station 
employee Anne Cameron were delighted with the award.   

Deenn Strachan and mum Collette, from Roy Bridge, fly a Jacobite flag last August. 

years has tended to be forgotten.
I should be grateful if anyone 
who would like to take part or 
who has any suggestions for the 
event to contact me.’

Last year several businesses 

Charlie’s red and white standard 

– which had been handcrafted by 
Colette Strachan of Roy Bridge.

Local restaurants served 
Jacobite-style food and distillers 
Drambuie, whose whisky is 
based on a recipe from Prince 
Charlie, donated a large bottle, 

greater this year.
Access to Highbridge, where 

a small band of clansmen led 
by Major Donald Macdonell of 
Tirindrish caused two companies 

now easier thanks to a new path 
built to the bridge.

Peter Wilson can be 
contacted via 01397 712398 or 
wpeterwilson@aol.com.

Work due to start on hotel, shops and pub

Man walks free as drink 
drive trial collapses

Man caught carrying cocaine

Fight costs Caol 
teenager £630

Brae Lochaber 
Jacobite group on the         
march again

Sheriff defers sentence after hearing Corpach 
sex offender has breached payback order

Mallaig on track with gold award

Police hunt tool 
thieves
POLICE in Lochaber are 
investigating thefts from 
industrial premises in Fort 
William over the weekend.

On Ben Nevis Industrial 
Estate, a secure compound and 

Highland Gas were broken into 
and a cash box, gas heaters, gas 
bottles and golf clubs stolen, 
while diesel was taken from 
two large goods vehicles at 
Lochaber Aggregates.

Elsewhere, a large number of 
power tools, including drills, 
saws, a nail gun, chop saw and 
router were stolen from the 
Campbell Homes building site, 
at Riverside, Lochyside.

Police believe the crimes 
may be linked and ask anyone 
with information to contact 
01397 702361 or Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 555111.

CÙRSAICHEAN CEUMA

01471 888304
iarrtas@smo.uhi.ac.uk
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Long-term loss of Vodafone signal angers customers throughout Lorn
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NEWSDESKS
01631 568000
01397 703003

VODAFONE customers have 
been quick to express their 
anger at the company’s helpline 
following last week’s prolonged 
signal outage in the Oban and 
Lorn area.

More than 100 complaints
More than 100 of the network’s 

customers contacted The Oban 
Times in the wake of the longest 
of a batch of recent outages, 
which stretch back as far as mid-
December.

However, the lack of a signal 
from January 3 to last Friday 
afternoon took a back seat to the 
variety of responses customers 
were given to their complaints, 
from being told their SIM card 
was too old, to buildings were 
interfering and even that there 
was no problem at all.

Vodafone have now apologised 
for the outage, but not before the 
network asked The Oban Times
to ask affected readers for their 
account numbers so they could 
investigate the complaints.

That, too, prompted anger from 
the network’s customers. 

Storm damage
Last week’s problems started 

on Tuesday, January 3, when 
high winds caused power 
outages, knocking out various 
mobile phone masts across the 
area. 

While a number of networks 
were affected by the weather, 
most had been restored within 
two days. Vodafone’s service in 

Bonawe’s Ronnie Campbell, who was given one reason for his Vodafone problems – and his wife 
another. 15_t02ronnie1

the Oban area, however, was out 
until Friday afternoon.

Many took to The Oban Times’
Facebook page to express their 
concerns.

Among those affected was 
Ronnie and Jayne Campbell, 
Bonawe. Ronnie has a business 
contract with Vodafone, his wife 
is on a personal account.

Both were given different rea-
sons for the outage; Ronnie was 

told his SIM card was too old, 
while Jayne was informed that 
her phone was the problem.

‘Don’t phone again’
Ronnie was also told not to 

phone again. 
He said: ‘I wasn’t even phoning 

with a complaint, I just wanted 

would be resolved. They insisted 
there was no problem. Every 
time I asked when, they changed 

However, readers were un-
happy to pass on details, saying 
Vodafone could easily investigate 
the complaints by postcode.

Furthermore, a number of cus-
tomers had been sent SureSignal 
boxes for free by Vodafone as 
way of remedy, but the press 

practice. 
A spokesperson for Vodafone 

said: ‘We’re sorry that the infor-
mation our customers received 
wasn’t always consistent.

‘I will feed this back to the 
relevant teams to see if we can 
make improvements here. 

‘We apologise for the dif-

weather but we always act as 
quickly as possible to make 
repairs - the last thing we want is 
for our customers not to be able 
to use the network.

‘However, delays can occur 
when there are several problems 
in the same area and weather 
conditions are already hamper-
ing engineering repairs.’

Meanwhile, Argyll and Bute 
MP, Mike Russell has called 
on mobile phone providers to 
provide an ‘equitable service 
with the rest of the country.

‘I am inviting people to contact 
me to tell me of their experiences 
of mobile phone provision, or 
lack of. 

‘I will then present a strong 
case to providers for a much 
improved service.’

A little sample of 
what you said:
Jenny Low - I phoned to 
complain and was given a £15 
credit. Today I phoned again 

was to blame! I told the guy I 
already knew the signal was 
down so don’t lie to me! He 
offered me sure signal for £25 
(it’s meant to be £50) I told 
him it wasn’t my fault I didn’t 
have a signal so he agreed to 
send me it for free, but take the 
£15 credit off my account. At 
this point I learned the credit 
wasn’t meant to make my bill 
cheaper but so I had more to 
spend on data and calls, which 
I get free with my package 
anyway! Useless 

Duncan Campbell - I have 
called or emailed Vodafone 
a lot over the past few years 
and the majority of the time I 
have been in contact with them 
the customer service has been 
good. I guess its how you speak 
or word your email to them. 
Then again some people just 
like a good moan!

Audrey I Paterson - More ir-
ritating than the fact that there 
is no network coverage is the 
lack of information/denials/
suggestions that my SIM is to 
blame! Do they think we don’t 
talk to each other in this neck 
of the woods?

Lindsay MacLean - Vodafone 
told me last night there are no 
issues in PA34 and it may be 
due to buildings or interfer-
ence! Needless to say I told 
them that was incorrect and 
it’s been on and off for most 
of December. They will not 
provide me with a Sure Signal 
box nor give me any line rental 
credit. Not impressed.

Fiona MacPhee - Have just 
called up Vodafone to complain 
that we have had no signal the 
last four days, they never of-
fered me money off my next 
bill like they have done some, 
but they are sending us out a 
Sure Signal box for free this 
normally costs £50!

Mark Aitkenhead - I’m with-
out signal yet again. that has 
been four days now and I use 
my phone for the coastguard 
emergency services. How 
can this carry on for so long. 
They are about to lose another 
customer.

Jayne Egan -  Lochgoilhead 
was out for 14 days. This was 
part of my Vodafone email 

reply ‘Please note that the 
terms and conditions of the 
contract mean the line rental 
you pay is for the airtime and 
minutes of your contract. 
Whilst service may have been 
interrupted these minutes 
are still available for you to 
use when service resumes. 
We are not obliged to give 
credits for times when service 
is unavailable’

JoJo Aitkenhead -  I have 
been emailing Vodafone and 
they told me the same, they 
blamed it on my SIM card and 
my phone, said it is nothing to 
do with them. I have emailed 
them again saying if they still 
expect me to pay my bill I will 
be sending a letter of complaint 
and cancelling my contract. I 
have now got signal up behind 
hospital but am not going to 
let this go. Vodaphone are 
useless!

Michael Mcinnes -  I’m chang-
ing network

Sally Weaser - What seems to 
be the most common thing is 
that their response to enquiry 
is soooo inconsistent. This just 
serves to frustrate even more. 
There should be a standard 
compensation across the board 
as well.

Alison McLennan - Bridge of 
Orchy has had no Vodafone 
signal for over three weeks!

the subject. 
‘Finally, they told me not to 

phone back as they had done as 
much ‘troubleshooting’ as they 
could.’

When contacted about the 
complaints, Vodafone’s press 

not investigate the variety of 
complaints until The Oban 
Times had individual account 
numbers to pass on to them.

Tourism 
boost as 
Oban TIC 
relocates
Prominent Esplanade  
position chosen on main 
tourist thoroughfare

A VOLUNTEER member of 
Tobermory Lifeboat crew has 
won this year’s Royal National 
Lifeboat Institution (RNLI) 
Photographer of the Year award.

Sam Jones, crew member 

lifeboat station, took the shot of 
the crew during a man overboard 
training exercise in Bloody Bay 
in July 2011. 

She said: ‘It’s a huge honour to 
be named RNLI Photographer 
of the Year and to say that I’m 
chuffed is an understatement.

‘My main photographic passion 
is landscape photography and I 

was really drawn to the stunning 
light that evening, but it’s the 
total focus and concentration 
of my fellow RNLI volunteers 
which really makes the image. 
The light, action and setting all 
came together.’                                          

Sam added: ‘As with many of 
my crew photos on the lifeboat, 
it was taken with a long lens 
which helps me get more natural 
images as most of the time the 
guys don’t realise that I’m taking 
photographs.’

Sam is keen to share the honour 
with her crew  mates: ‘I’m really 
pleased that this particular 

image featuring my crewmates 
was chosen. While I always have 
a small compact camera with me 

foremost a member of the crew 

I’d like to accept the award on 
behalf of everyone at Tobermory 
RNLI – I couldn’t have won it 
without them.’

Rescue footage from Thurso 
lifeboat won the RNLI Video of 
the Year. It shows the volunteer 
crew on the inshore lifeboat 
rescuing 12 people from rocks 
after their tour boat got into 

The winning entry in this year’s RNLI Photographer of the Year awards came from Sam Jones of Tobermory Lifeboat crew.

Tobermory’s Sam wins top RNLI photo award
‘To say that I’m chuffed is an understatement’

Sam Jones - RNLI Photographer of the Year.

£1.8 million of CHORD cash to ease Oban town centre’s traffic flow woes

Long-established 
Oban business 
goes on market

Appin phone ‘fried’ 
by lightning bolt

Princess Royal 
‘pops in’ to Oban

A PLAN to spend £1.84million to ease 
the congestion on Oban’s roads has 

lot of funding from the £6.9million 
CHORD project is released.

The funding has been agreed by 
the executive committee of Argyll 

and Bute Council. The plan outlines 

includes pontoons at the North Pier, 
which would provide facilities for 
cruise ship tenders. 

The CHORD project stated these 

North Pier extension works happen, 
the facilities could be relocated.

Improvements
The Oban High School access 

road will be relocated to alleviate 

problems on Soroba Road, while there 
will be improvements to parking; 
pedestrian crossings; footpaths and 
cycling provision in partnership with 
Transport Scotland. 

In terms of public transport, there 
will be detailed sign improvements; 

provision of real time information 
and journey planning and better bus 
shelters and taxi ranks.

Argyll and Bute Council said the 

the CHORD project board.
Councillor Duncan MacIntyre, 

chairman of the Oban CHORD 
project board, said it marked a ‘major 
milestone’ in the overall programme. 

He added: ‘These projects will assist 
economic growth and consolidate 
Oban’s position as the main town and 
harbour in the West Highlands.’

OBAN chandlery and outdoor 
clothing business Nancy Blacks 
has gone up for sale after owner 
Ian Wallace stated his intention 
to retire.

The Argyll Square retail 
business is approaching its 50th 
year of trading. 

Mr Wallace told The Oban 
Times: ‘I ran the shop in 
partnership with Nancy for 
eight years and then for 23 years 
on my own. 

‘I have enjoyed every minute 
of it and will be sorry to leave 
it behind.

‘But I am 66 years old now 
and I feel the time is right to 
move on and retire.’

AN APPIN family was left in 
shock after their house was 
struck by lightning in the early 
hours of New Year’s Day.

Brian and Claire Jackson and 
their two young children, who 
live at Ardnaclach, heard an 
explosion and smelt burning 
after the strike at around 3am.

Claire said: ‘It was really 
frightening because we thought 

‘The house was shaking with 
the thunder and then we heard 
the explosion.’

The family’s BT phonelines 
were burnt out by the strike 
but there was no other major 
damage to the house.

OBAN is to have a tourist 
information centre again by 
the summer after VisitScotland 
announced it was to move into 
premises near the town’s North 
Pier.

Taking over the former site of 
Bennett’s, on the corner of the 
Columba Hotel buildings, the 
tourist board says it will move in 
immediately following the com-
pletion of internal renovations.

The future of its former site in 
Argyll Square, the old St Colum-
ba’s Church, also seems to have 
been settled.  VisitScotland say 
the Grade-C listed building will 

will continue to be based in the 
rear of the building until any sale 
is completed. It will continue to 
be maintained in the meantime.

The Oban Times revealed in 
November that VisitScotland 
decided not to return to the Ar-
gyll Square premises it vacated 
last May after repairs, thought to 
be around £500,000, proved too 
costly to make a return viable.

VisitScotland’s chairman Mike 
Cantley said: ‘This site will pro-
vide excellent visibility within 
the town, particularly given 
its prominent position on the 
esplanade which acts as a major 

LESS than six months since 
she visited Oban to help mark 
the town’s 200th anniversary as 
a Royal burgh, HRH Princess 
Anne last week returned for an 
informal visit.

The Princess Royal was one 
of a party of four who stayed 
at the four-star Manor House 
Hotel, last Wednesday. Depute 
manager Allan McKie told The 
Oban Times: ‘She stayed one 
night and had dinner with us 
before leaving early the follow-

and she was very interested in 
the hotel and its history.’

It is believed the Princess 
Royal went on to visit one of the 
Hebridean islands on Thursday.

visitor thoroughfare, especially 
in the busy season.’

Mr Cantley thanked the 
community for their patience 
during the past few months and 
paid tribute to CalMac for its 
‘outstanding support’ in offering 
temporary accommodation.

News of a new home for tourist 
information has been welcomed 
by Oban and Lorn Tourism 
Association. Its chairwoman, 
Linda Battison, said: ‘The old 
Bennett’s building is a perfect 
location, with good access to 

location.
‘The right thing to do was to 

take slightly longer than maybe 

best solution.  We’re delighted 
with the decision.’

Oban councillor and Argyll 
and Bute Council’s tourism 
spokesperson Neil Mackay, said: 
‘The importance to sustain and 
improve the visitor experience 
is absolutely crucial for Oban, 
Lorn and the Islands.

‘We should always remember 
that there are plenty places that 
would like to and are actively at-
tempting to ‘pinch’ our tourism 
status of being  Scotland’s jewel 
in crown’.

CLOSING Argyll roads for 
long periods of time following 
serious accidents could 
be avoided after imaging 
technology is considered at 
highest Scottish government 
levels, The Oban Times can 
reveal.

Argyll and Bute MSP Michael 
Russell is urging that 3D scanner 
technology, already purchased 
by many police forces across 
Europe, should be considered 
for his constituency. 

The cameras record accident 
sites in minute detail allowing 
roads to be opened in less than 
one third of the time currently 
taken.

However, Oban Police chief 
inspector Brian Auld said 
Strathclyde Police is not yet 
convinced by the system’s 
accuracy.

Mr Russell has written to 
the justice secretary asking 

that Strathclyde Police begin 
trialling the technology in 
Argyll. 

He told The Oban Times said: 
‘I want to ensure Strathclyde 
Police start to experiment 
with the technology as soon 
as possible. I have asked that a 
pilot phase of the technology is 
used in Argyll. This would be 

main arteries that are closed all 
too often for too long.’

The cost of a single 3D 
camera is £64,000. Mr Russell 
added: ‘I have been contacted 
by families of those involved in 
accidents, those who are caught 

and those who have had to add 
hundreds of miles to their trip 
through Argyll because of road 
closures. 

All of them want some sort of 
resolution to this situation.

‘This 3D technology does 

two things: it preserves the 
dignity of those caught up in 
the accident, their friends and 
family and speeds up the time 
it takes to re-open the road by 
making a clear and accurate 
image of the whole crash site. 
These images truly preserve 
the scene as it was at the time of 
police attending the accident.’

Evidence
Digital images of the site can 

then be viewed on a computer 
screen, allowing investigators 
to take measurements of where 
vehicles are in relation to each 
other and examine evidence.

The MSP said: ‘At present 
an accident site in Argyll can 
be closed for up to eight hours 
as painstaking investigation is 
undertaken in minute detail by 

all over Strathclyde. The police 
are quite rightly dedicated 
to carrying out detailed 

investigations while getting 
the road open quickly after an 
accident. This equipment could 
be an appropriate solution.’

Chief inspector Auld told The 
Oban Times: ‘We will look at 
any technology that will lessen 
the impact road crashes have on 
communities but as it stands our 
best asset is still our accident 

‘We are yet to be convinced 
that this system would be better 
than the skill sets possessed by 

Investigated
‘All serious road crashes will 

be thoroughly and robustly 
investigated so that if it results 
in a fatality, the police can tell 
the families what happened and 
lessons can be learned to avoid 
repeat incidents.’

Oban police resists call for 3D cameras
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THIS MONTH IN 
SCOTTISH FIELD...
UNBEATABLE 
CITY BREAKS
Our insiders’ 
guides to 
the best of 
Scotland’s 
cities

READ...
THE TRAIN 
TUNNEL 
FROM 
STRANRAER 
TO BELFAST
A year on: 
Linda Norgrove’s parents
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A new era for Rosslyn Chapel
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CHRISTMAS SUBSCRIPTION OFFERS GO TO 
WWW.SCOTTISHFIELD.CO.UK/CHRISTMAS

Win£3,000 ofluxury breaks

www.scottishfield.co.uk

Do you have 
an event or 

live music on?
Do you want your advert 

to be read by 
12,586 weekly readers?

Call Fiona on 01631 568000 
for more information

Source Jicreg data as at 01/01/2011

WORK to re-open Oban’s 
cinema is progressing apace, 
although the opening date has 
had to be pushed back another 
few weeks.

It is now hoped Oban 
Phoenix Cinema will re-open 
by Easter weekend, following 
the successful conclusion of an 
asbestos safety report which 

has cleared the building of any 
possible dangers. Redecoration 
can now restart in earnest and 
one of the company’s directors, 
Mikey McManus, says locals 
will start noticing the difference 
in the building soon.

‘It’s full steam ahead now,’ he 
said. ‘We will be working on 
new doors, new signs and a new 

foyer, so there will be noticeable 
changes to the building soon.

‘As part of that, we’re 
planning two community work 
involvement days in the cinema 
to help remove carpets and other 
items in preparation for the new 

There was more good news, 

cinema will be digital, following 
grants of £25,000 from the 
Crerar Hotel chain and £35,000 
from Creative Scotland.

Fundraising continues though, 

determined to refurbish the 
cinema to the highest possible 
standard. 

year will be a special movie-
themed Zumba event at Atlantis 
this Saturday.

Larni Wright has donated her 
time to host the event, while the 
hall space has been donated by 
Atlantis, meaning every penny 
of the entry fee goes towards the 
cinema. 

Held from 7pm to 9pm, a 

number of special routines 
have been devised to go along 
with music from Saturday 
Night Fever, Austin Powers and 
Footloose
For more information, contact 
Atlantis or email Larni at 
larnicals1919@hotmail.com.

There will also be a bring 
and buy sale at the Corran 

Halls on Saturday January 28, 
giving locals a chance to trade 
off those unwanted Christmas 
presents or just clear some room 
for the coming year. Running 
from noon to 4pm, there will 
be a bouncy castle and face 
painting. To book a table, call 
the 07557 905414 or email info@ 
obanphoenixcinema.co.uk.

Oban cinema group re-focuses on Easter weekend opening

THIEVES who duped an Oban shopkeeper 
into leaving his store unattended after 
asking him to fetch a plaster for a bleeding 
hand have been given jail sentences at Oban 
Sheriff Court.

Oban couple Steven Kelly, of Room 4, 
Donmor Lodge, and Patricia McGuire, of 
Room 1, Kerrera Flats, both pled guilty 
on Monday to stealing items from Guise 
Clothing [formerly the Jean Shop] on Argyll 
Square on December 29 last year. 

After being asked to help McGuire, the 

long enough for the pair to grab clothing 
and leave. Kelly admitted taking a shirt and 
McGuire a sweater - items worth £45 each. 
On checking the shop’s CCTV, police ques-
tioned McGuire at home but while they were 
there, Kelly arrived with the stolen shirt in 
his possession.

Sheriff Douglas Small commented on 
the pair’s long list of previous convictions 
before sentencing each of them to 60 days 
in prison.

Clothes shop thieves jailed for 60 days

Pothole patch-up prompts 
call for more roads scrutiny

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

Euan Paterson
epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

Engineer speaks out over 
‘sub-standard’ repairs 

AMBITIOUS plans to further 
build Mull’s burgeoning reputa-
tion for the arts by turning the 
island into a centre of excellence 
have been revealed.

Comar is being established 
jointly by the committees of An 
Tobar and Mull Theatre after 
months of planning to not only 
attract more funding, but to 
develop artistes’ opportunities 
and bookings.

A long term project, the initial 
goals are modest, attract more 
funding and consolidate current 
position for the pair.

However, looking towards 2013 
and beyond, Comar’s objective 
is to take Mull’s talents not just 
to the rest of Argyll and Bute, 
but to Scotland and the UK as a 
whole by using the considerable 
talents on the island.

Other plans include developing 
creative workshops, education 
programmes and specialist 
schemes for youth theatre, music 
and dance.

It is thought that the model is 

Scotland.
Comar’s chairman is Norman 

Quirk, the vice chairman of 
Mull Theatre, whose pedigree in 
the arts is undisputed as a former 
executive director of Scottish 
Ballet.

He believes the development of 

a major step forward.
He said: ‘We’re bringing An 

Tobar and Mull Theatre together 
really to get the best synergy 
between the organisations.  Our 
goal is to be a centre of excel-
lence for the arts.

‘What we hope to do is make 
it greater than the sum of its two 

of the arts on Mull, throughout 
Argyll and Bute and the rest 
of Scotland. It will take full 
advantage of the exceptional 
skill base we have between the 
organisations.

‘We are absolutely excited 
about it. It’s not about saving 
money, it’s about creating some-
thing good, growing it and being 
positive.’

There won’t, however, be 
any great changes to the way 
An Tobar or Mull Theatre are 
run.Mr Quirk said: ‘Both will 
maintain their trading names 
and their own identities. If it 

will effectively be invisible to 
most people.’

advertising for a new chief 
executive to help drive the or-
ganisation forward, particularly 
with regards funding applica-
tions and publicity.  It is hoped 
an appointment can be made by 
the end of March.

Mr Quirk accepts that the plan 
is ambitious, but quite deliber-
ately so. He said: ‘It is ambitious, 
but if you don’t aim for the stars 
you don’t reach the moon. 

like this in Creative Scotland’s 
area. We want to be in there, 
showing the way and proving 
this model can work.’

Mull aims 
for arts 
centre of 
excellence

Oban paedophile secretly 
filmed visitors in bathroom
A PAEDOPHILE from Oban 
gathered 276 images and 28 
videos of children as well as 
taking secret images of people 
in his home.

Ian Kirkpatrick, aged 50, 
whose address in court was 
given as c/o Greenock Prison, 
appeared from custody at Oban 
Sheriff Court on Monday, 
having previously admitted to 

indecent images of children, 
and four of taking images of 
people using the bathroom in 
his mother’s house - three of 
teenagers and one of a woman.

The former gardener/handy-
man showed no emotion as 
Procurator Fiscal David Glancy 
spent half an hour reading the 
circumstances of the case.

Kirkpatrick’s activities were 

2010, shortly after he moved 
out of the home he shared with 
his mother to live with a partner 
near Ganavan.

Alarmed and upset 
His mother started to clean 

his bedroom and discovered 
pictures of naked children.

Mr Glancy said: ‘She was both 
alarmed, disturbed and upset at 
what she found.’

The police were contacted, 
sparking an enquiry that would 
last more than 18 months.

As a result, four computers 
were recovered, as well as 
a number of hard disks and 
memory sticks.

During a search of his 
mother’s property, Kirkpatrick 

was discovered emerging from 
a cupboard. In it, access was 
found to the loft, which he had 
converted into a ‘den’. Kirkpat-
rick had fashioned holes looking 
both towards the town and over 
a nearby playpark. A telescope 
was also found here.

converted from an extractor to 
allow a view of the bathroom 
below. It was here Kirkpatrick 
trained his camera on unsus-
pecting visitors to his mother’s 
house, taking 186 photographs 
in addition to the 276 found on 
his computer.

Mr Glancy said his victims felt 
‘violated, angry and disgusted’ 
at Kirkpatrick actions.

Sentence was deferred until 
February 6 for reports.

raised at this year’s family Hogmanay event in the 
Argyllshire Gathering Halls.

Oban 365, the charity that organised the party, said 
it had received very positive feedback from its maiden 
event and was looking forward to a similarly successful 
celebration next year.

The fundraising total of £4,497.50 will now be split 
between the Anthony Nolan Trust and Argyll Beats 
Cardiovascular Disease.

Ian MacInnes of Oban 365 said: ‘I would like to thank 
everyone who attended the event and Amanda MacPhail 
and staff at the Argyllshire Gathering Halls who worked 
tirelessly to ensure the event ran smoothly.

‘I would also like to thank the local businesses who 
so generously sponsored the event and covered costs, 
enabling us to donate all the proceeds to charity.’

Gym donates to school

Charities gain £5,000 from 
Hogmanay family party

ATLANTIS Leisure 
has donated its old gym 
equipment to Oban High 
School, ahead of the open 
day of its refurbished gym 
this Saturday.

The Oban centre’s 
manager Nick Wesley and 
youth leader Donna Smith 

to Oban High School PE 
teacher Murray Hamilton 
on Monday.

Murray said: ‘This is 

a brilliant opportunity 
for us to link in with the 
community but the real 
winners in all of this are 
the pupils.’

Nick added: ‘We are 
proud to be able to donate 
this equipment following 
the full refurbishment 
of our gym. Donna’s 
connection with the high 
school, as our youth 
leader, was instrumental 
in arranging the deal.’

Oban High School teacher Murray Hamilton tries out 
the gym equipment as Atlantis Leisure’s Nick Wesley 

and Donna Smith look on. 16_t02gym01

Demolished
Dunbeg
homes were 
too expensive 
to repair
FOUR houses built in Dunbeg 
less than 20 years ago have 
been demolished after they were 
deemed too expensive to repair.

The one-bedroom bungalows 
in Kirk Road came down just 
before Christmas after moisture 
built up inside the structures, 
making them damp and unin-
habitable. 

Built in 1992 by Lorn Housing 
Association, the decision to 
demolish was taken by its suc-
cessor, West Highland Housing 
Association.

The association’s operations 
manager Graeme Bruce ex-
plained: ‘We were having 
problems with damp and over 
the past year we have moved our 
tenants into other homes.

‘Following an investigation 
into the extent of the damage we 
realised we had a major problem 
on our hands and that the homes 
were beyond economical repair.’

Mr Bruce refuted claims the 
site was unsuitable for housing 

site was not the problem.
He said: ‘These houses were 

one of the early timber frame 
structures, built to the standard 
at the time, but building technol-
ogy has moved on, as have the 
types of materials we can use.’

AN EXPERIENCED roads 
engineer says Argyll and Bute 
Council must be more account-
able for its roadworks after 
seeing four separate patchwork 
repairs in as many weeks outside 
his home.

Willie Barnett, who runs Alba 
Transport, said he was ‘more 
disappointed than angry’ about 
what he deemed sub-standard 
repairs to an ever-expanding 
pothole on the South Shian road 
at Tralee, near Benderloch.

But he fears his own local 
example is just one of many 
throughout Argyll and has called 
for more scrutiny of the cash-
strapped roads department.

His call follows an announce-
ment from the department that it 
is expecting to receive less than 
half of the funding it needs from 
this year’s budget to maintain 
the roads network in its current 
state.

Mr Barnett said: ‘There needs 
to be more accountability on 
public spending. Are we getting 

Roads engineer Willie Barnett shows a spade-full of ‘scalpings’ that have come out of the pothole at 
Tralee. 16_t02road01

best value for our money and 
are contractors under enough 
scrutiny for the work they do?

‘The public needs to be reas-
sured, particularly in these tough 

The permanent pothole repair 
of roads in South Shian started 
on Tuesday but three previous 
repairs were done to at least one 
section of the road on December 
13, 15 and 30.

Mr Barnett, who has 30 years’ 
experience in his industry, 
claimed his own car had a dam-
aged windscreen and a broken 
spring as a result of the road 
conditions and said others had 
experienced similar problems.
A spokeswoman for Argyll and 
Bute Council said it was normal 
to repair potholes using hot 
bitumen direct from a quarry 
but as these quarries were closed 

over Christmas and New Year, 
cold tar was used as a stop-gap. 
The recent South Shian repair 
work on December 30 had been 
carried out with cold tar because 
of the wet conditions and the 
council admitted this would not 
have any longevity.

She added: ‘We aim to, wher-
ever possible and practical, per-
manently repair pothole defects 
on a one-time visit but this is not 
always possible. 

‘The road network is formally 
inspected in accordance with the 
Council Asset Management Plan 
and repaired accordingly. 

‘The condition of the road 
network is such that in bad 
weather a pothole can literally 
appear overnight and we rely 
on local people and community 
councils to inform us of such 
defects outwith the formal route 
inspection regime.

‘You can report road faults 
on 01546 605514 or use our on-
line form at http://www.argyll-
bute.gov.uk/forms/contact-us.’

PUB chain JD Wetherspoon has 
renewed its interest in opening 
a premises in Oban, The Oban 
Times has learned.

A spokesperson said: ‘We are 
as keen as ever to open a pub 
in Oban and we are currently 
looking for a suitable site.

‘The company has more than 
50 pubs across Scotland and we 
feel being in Oban would be a 
great addition.’

Pub chain renews 
interest in town

Argyll MP calls for 
‘weatherproof’ 
power system
LAST week’s power cuts across 
Argyll and Bute, caused by 
severe weather, has prompted 
a call for better preventative 
measures to be taken.

Argyll and Bute MP Alan 
Reid praised the engineers 
who worked tirelessly for days 
in challenging conditions to 
restore supplies following last 
week’s strong winds.

But, with more adverse 
weather forecast, he is to 
call for the Scottish Affairs 
Select Committee to mount an 
inquiry into how the country’s 
electricity network could be 
made more resilient.

A 29-YEAR-old man required 
hospital treatment to serious 
facial injuries following an 
alleged serious assault in Main 
Street, Tobermory, Isle of Mull

The man was one of a group 
of three victims of the alleged 
incident on December 29, for 
which two men, aged 30 and 41, 
have been charged.

The 30 year old faces a 
serious assault charge, while the 
41-year-old has been charged 
with two counts of assault.

Two arrested 
following Mull 
serious assault

THE BODY of Oban man 
Martin Brownlow was found at 
Glencruitten Golf Course last 
week by a dog walker.

Oban Police, who said there 
were no suspicious circum-
stances surrounding the death 
of the 47 year old, were called 
to the golf course at 3.12pm last 
Wednesday and the area was 
cordoned off for almost four 
hours.

Golf course death

FURTHER drugs searches in 
Oban over the past fortnight 
have resulted in the arrest of 
three people.

In Shore Street, a quantity of 
diazepam was recovered from 
the premises occupied by a 47-
year-old woman on December 
29 and at another Shore Street 
address last Friday, dealer-sized 
amounts of heroin and ecstasy 
were seized from the property 
occupied by a 32-year-old man.

On Monday, in MacDougall 
Court, police recovered a 
quantity of heroin from the 
premises occupied by a 37-year-
old female.

Drug search arrests
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LAST WEEK’S SHINTY BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£1450

All you have to do
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph 
opposite.  Now look carefully at the position of the 
players and use your skill and judgement to place a 
cross at the exact point where you think the centre 
of the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 
attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter 
on separate coupons. 
The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will 

increase by £50 per week until it is won outright.  To 
win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must be 
in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap 
the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes 

of £25 will be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, 
no other prizes will be awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your 
entry plus £1 per 20 attempts into a sealed 
envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head 
Office, Lochavullin, Oban by the same time.  
Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which 

are delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting 
cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is final on all matters 

relating to the competition and no correspondence 
will be entered into. The final decision rests with the 
Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the 

jackpot will be shared equally between all winning 
entries. Any decision regarding the  awarding of a 
prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the 

competition null and void at any time, subject to 
its discretion and to make full refund of the price 
of the coupon to any person who has entered the 
competition at that time.
Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their immediate 

relatives and any person otherwise connected with the 
competition are ineligible to enter.

I enclose £1 for 20 crosses (tick box) The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, 
but you may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to 
abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this 
coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

Name ........................................................................

Address ....................................................................

..................................................................................

....................................Tel No...................................

Spot theSHINTY BALL

This week's nearest the ball 
winners, who each receive £25 are:

Mrs L MacDonald
Tayvallich, Lochgilphead

C Cameron
Braemore Place, Fort William

Please
tape your 

£1 coin 
here

Competition

FW

YOUTH FOOTBALL
SATURDAY’S result: Under 
15s 0, Allander Colts 3.

13s v Clydebank BC; Morton 
BC v Under 14s; Under 15s v 
Kilpatrick; Strathleven v Under 
16s.

Saints’ youth  team 
fixtures and results

INDOOR FOOTBALL

Team           P  W   D   L Pts
Carpet Fitters    5    5    0   0  15    
Oban Times       5   4    0    1  12
Atlantis           4   3    0    1   9
RM Builders     4    2    0    2   6
High School      4    1    0    3   3
Emergency        4    1    0    3   3
Hotels                4    1    0    3   3   
Oban Electrics  4    0    0    4   0

Carpet Fitters lay it 
on the line

ATHLETICS

Oban heat of 
Sports Hall 
Athletics to be 
held next weekend

RUGBY

Green Machine
climbs up the 
league table

FOOTBALL

Saints struggle in Scottish Cup tie
Scottish Amateur Cup

4th Round
Oban Saints 1
Dynamo EK 1

THIS 4th round cup tie even-
tually got under way at the 
fourth time of asking after 
the game was switched to 
Oban when the parks in 
East Kilbride were declared 
unplayable due to the recent 
bad weather.

However, this was a game 
the Oban side will want to 
forget as they turned in a lack 
lustre performance against 
a far from full strength Dy-
namo side with the game 
ending in a 1-1 draw.

It was evident that the 
teams hadn’t played for 
seven weeks due to the post-
ponements and festive holi-
days as the players looked 
very rusty, but this should 

RBS West Division 2
Oban Lorne 27
Strathaven 19

DEBUTANT Tommy Suther-

Lorne, as his new team climbed 
off the bottom of the table.

The Green Machine welcomed 
Strathaven to Glencruitten last 
Saturday and were buoyed by the 
inclusion of prop Sutherland, as 

and Angus Munro.
Oban made the better start 

and were controlling the game 
with an impressive display from 

The home side were rewarded 

as a result of some good forward 
play close to the line, resulting in 
captain Struan Smith touching 
down from close range. Angus 
MacCallum converted to lead 
7-0.

With the home side growing in 

Corrie Louw picked the ball up 
from a ruck only a few metres 

Jamie MacMillan, who made no 

off. MacCallum again converted 
to give a score of 14-0.

Strathaven worked themselves 
back into the game with some 
good passing along the backline. 
They were rewarded before half-

afternoon to narrow the score to 
14-5.

Oban made a couple of half-
time changes with Crawford 
Brown and Maurice Flynn 
replacing Darrell Williams and 
Malcolm Downie.

straightforward penalty from the 
hosts. Strathaven, aided with an 
inconsistent Oban set piece, then 
put intense pressure on the Oban 
tryline.

The away side were eventually 
rewarded with a penalty try for 
Oban players consistently being 
offside. The visitors were now 
within touching distance at 
17-12.

But after Sutherland scored 

minutes remaining, the game 

was all but over. 
The away side did score another 

converted try towards the end of 
the game but MacCallum made 

a late penalty to deny the visitors 
the losing bonus point.

The win lifts Oban up to ninth 
place in West Division 2 with 
a game in hand over the teams 
above them. 

The Green Machine travels to 

a win would see them climb 
again to seventh position. 

scheduled for the January 21 
against Strathendrick.

Oban Lorne mini-rugby will 

January 15, between 1 - 2pm at 
the clubhouse.

Oban Lorne: M. Downie, D. 
Williams, T. Sutherland, Mac-
Millan, D. Hunter, C. Ferris, S. 
Smith ©, C. Louw, C. Wright, 

-
Callum, C. Smith, A. Wright, C. 
MacLachlan. Subs: M. Flynn, C. 
Brown. 

a dismal performance from 
the home side.

Saints got off to the per-
fect start with a goal in the 
10th minute when Donald 
Campbell fed the ball wide 
to Ross Maitland who sped 

for Craig MacEwan to head 
past Dynamo keeper Kevin 
Cassidy.
This should have been the 

signal for the home side to 
take the game to the visi-
tors, but they never did that, 
allowing Dynamo too much 
space and time on the ball.
The East Kilbride front 

men Stuart Kyle and Stephen 
Russell were causing the 
Saints rearguard some prob-
lems with their clever play.

It was no surprise when the 
visitors equalised in the 39th 
minute when a long throw 

caught out the Saints defence 
with Gavin Brady nipping 
in to send a looping header 
over Graham Douglas and 
into the net - a bad goal for 
Saints to lose.
The second half was almost 

couldn’t fnd a way through 
a resilient Dynamo defence, 

-
rienced Gerry Burn.

Saints pushed hard and cre-
ated several good chances, 
the best falling to Donald 
Campbell but he pulled his 
shot past the post.
The visitors were hanging 

on as the game drew to a 
close, but try as they might 
Saints could not score the 
goal that would surely have 
won the game. 
They now face a tricky 

replay in East Kilbride.
Manager Iain Jackson was   

not happy with the perform-
ance or the result and he 
will be having words with 
his players at training this 
week.

He said: ‘This was an ideal 
opportunity for us to progress 
into the last 64 of the com-
petition when the match was 
switched to Oban. 

‘We didn’t put enough into 

what we deserved - noth-
ing, and unless we improve 
greatly this Saturday then 
we’ll be out of the Scottish 
Cup.’

Saturday’s replay will take 
place in East Kilbride, kick-

penalties, if required, will be 
used to see who goes through 
to the 5th round. 

Oban Saints’ Ryan Campbell takes on Dynamo midfielder Gavin Brady during Saturday’s Scottish Cup tie. 07_t02saints1

Debut try for Tommy as Oban 
Lorne defeat Strathaven

SPORTS Hall Athletics will 
once again be promoted in 
Argyll this winter with the local 
competition for the Oban area 
being held at Atlantis Leisure 

This version of indoor athlet-
ics provides an opportunity for 
young people to try running, 
jumping and throwing activities 

The Oban competition is the 
third of four area events being 
held in Argyll this winter and is 
promoted jointly by Argyll and 
Bute Local Athletics Partner-
ship and Mid Argyll Athletic 

competitions will be invited to 
take part in the Argyll Sports 

February 25 at Atlantis Leisure 
in Oban with successful athletes 
from the Campbeltown, Oban, 
Lochgilphead and Mull contests 
taking part.  

-
tion was held in Tobermory in 
early December and the Mid 
Argyll event takes place this 
Sunday, followed on Saturday, 
January 21 by the Oban event at 
Atlantis Leisure. The Kintyre 
contest will take place at 
Campbeltown Grammar School 
on Sunday, January 29. The 
organisers have been fortunate 
to secure a Communities 2014 
Lottery Grant to help fund the 
competitions. 

Youngsters are reminded that 
the Oban contest at Atlantis on 
Saturday, 21st, starts at 12.30pm 
with entries on the day from 
noon. 

There will be competition for 

Under 9s up to Under 17s for 
both boys and girls.  There 
will be awards for 1st, 2nd, 
3rd and 4th overall in each age 
category. Age is taken as on the 
September 1, 2011 and an entry 
fee of £2 per competitor will be 
levied.

Successful athletes will 
qualify to compete in the Argyll 
Final to be held at Atlantis 
Leisure in Oban on February 
25. 

Alex Cadzow ploughs his way through Strathaven’s defence during Oban Lorne’s 27-19 home win at 
Glencruitten on Saturday.  07_t02oblorne1

LATEST scores from the 
Atlantis Leisure Indoor League:
Carpet Fitters 5, RM Builders 0;
Oban Times 26, Hotels 0; Oban 
High School 21, Oban Electrics 
2; Atlantis 9, Emergency Serv-
ices 1.

Oban Camanachd played their annual Over 30s v Under 30s match at Mossfield Stadium last Saturday. The game ended in a 2-2 draw. Scoring for the ‘Old Boys’ were David MacCuish and old Gussie Campbell while Andrew MacCuish 
netted both goals for the ‘Young Guns’. A sporting encounter was well handled by referee Billy Wotherspoon. 07_t02shinty1
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Weather
Thursday Sunny.
 Winds moderate, north westerly
 Temperatures 2ºC to 7ºC
Friday Cloudy
 Winds light, south easterly
 Temperatures 5ºC to 7ºC.
Weekend Heavy rain.
Outlook Winds moderate, south easterly
 Temperatures 4ºC to 7ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig +0.25 NANCY BLACK Ships’ Chandler

Telephone: 01631 562550

NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler

Sponsors the 
Oban Times 

weather

come rain 
or shine

e-mail: editor@obantimes.co.uk  |  website: www.obantimes.co.uk

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, January 12, 2012
are listed below with differences for major ports listed beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm
Thur  01.21 0.7 07.22 4.0 13.56 1.1 19.44    3.8
Fri  01.59 0.8 07.58 4.0 14.32 1.1         20.21   3.7
Sat  02.40 0.8 08.38 3.8 15.13       1.2       21.03     3.5
Sun  03.26 1.0 09.22 3.7 16.01       1.4       21.51     3.3
Mon  04.19 1.2 10.15 3.4 17.03 1.6 22.51     3.2
Tues  05.24 1.3 11.25 3.2 18.18 1.7 **.**    *.*
Wed  00.17 3.1 06.39 1.5 13.11 3.1 19.38     1.7
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

6

7

FRIDAY

8

ATHLETICS

REPORT BY 
STEPHEN NORRIS

snorris@obantimes.co.uk

FOOTBALL

Glenfinnan ‘A’ are Old New 
Year champions

INDOOR FOOTBALL

FORT WILLIAM have a great 
chance to move closer to third-
bottom Brora Rangers when the 
Sutherland side come calling to 
Claggan Park on Saturday.

Postponements because of 
bad weather mean Fort have 
been unable to play a home 
game since the 2-2 draw with 
Strathspey Thistle on November 
5.

But prospects look better 
for this weekend and Danny 
Conlon’s men will be keen 
to get back to winning ways 
following their 4-0 defeat at 
Buckie last Saturday.

Three goals in arrears at the 
break after strikes from Scott, 
Chisholm and Macrae, Fort 
came much more into things in 
the second half.

Sean Ellis rattled the crossbar 
with a stunning 40-yard free 
kick on the hour mark only for 
Jonathan Hewitt to blaze the 
rebound high over.

Fort keeper Gray saved 
brilliantly from Scott before 
Ellis hit the bar again with 
another 40-yard rocket of a free 
kick with 14 minutes left.

Mackinnon made it four for 
Buckie with an injury-time 
header.

LOCHABER Rugby Club 
travel to RAF Lossiemouth on 
Saturday looking to complete 
a brace of league wins over the 
Moray side.

The Lochaber men ran out 
43-3 winners at Banavie when 
the teams last met in October. 

GLENFINNAN ‘A’ defeated 
-

lage’s annual ‘Old New Year’ 
shinty challenge match on 
Saturday.

And it was a community cel-
ebration as much as a sporting 
event as players and supporters 

-
der the famous railway viaduct 
over the river Finnan.

Players included primary 
school age children and 79 year-
old Calum MacFarlane-Barrow, 

LOCHABER Leisure main-

top of the Ali Young Premier 
League at the Nevis Centre 
with a comfortable 3-0 win over 
bottom club Bayern Bru.

Goon Squad kept up the 
pressure in second with a 5-2 
win against Livercaol, who slip 
back to eighth. 

victory over HWE No-stars to 
go third on goal difference from 
Ballachulish, who look capable 
of mounting a serious title 
challenge after defeating Steaua 
Sookabreast 6-1.

Elsewhere, The Granite House 
edged out AA Young 2-1 to 
improve their standing, while 
Achintore FC got the better of 
Stroke City 6-4 in a ten-goal 
thriller.

THERE were no winners in 
the Fort William FC lotto draw 
on Saturday. Numbers were 
12-16-19. The jackpot goes up to 
£200 this week.

LOCHABER Squash Club’s championships at 
Lochaber Leisure Centre on Friday night saw some 
high calibre squash as father and son Bruce and 
Alan Love battled it out in the handicapped section 

In a masterclass of a match with long rallies and 
quality play, Alan raced into a 2-0 lead, but gradu-
ally Bruce’s technical mastery began to tell and he 
eventually overcame his son’s speed and agility to 
take the next three games for a narrow 3-2 win. 

SKYE AND Lochalsh Running 
Club will stage the third race in 
its winter series next Saturday, 
January 21.

The Glenmore race and fun 
run will start from the shinty 
clubhouse in Portree at 12noon. 
Registration is from 11.30am.

Wee Rangers 
at Claggan on 
Saturday

Lochaber Leisure 
stay on top

Winter series

Rugby at Lossie
RUGBY

FOOTBALL
No winners

Iain MacFarlane clears despite a robust challenge from veteran Calum MacFarlane-Barrow. 20_f02finnan04

performance and take the man of 
the match award.

Recent contests to mark the 
arrival of the old Scots New Year 
on January 12 were played in ice 
and snow. 

But mud and puddles proved 
the biggest hazard on Saturday 
as the teams wore wellies or 
work boots to cope with the 
conditions.

initiative from the start and soon 
opened the scoring when Calum 
MacFarlane Barrow showed 

score from close range.
With Farquhar MacRae a 

‘A’ continued to dominate and 

doubled their lead when Blair 

before the break.
Referee Tearlach MacFarlane 

– brother of Calum and his 
senior by a year – was keeping 
a close eye on proceedings, but 
the game was being played in a 

was rarely required.
The Stripes, playing in 

and white and led by Iain Mac-
Farlane, pressed hard to cut the 

But the outcome was put 
beyond doubt when Nico 
MacFarlane-Glasow, aged 10, 
prodded home to give ‘A’ a 3-0 
advantage.

Tearlach allowed the Stripes 
a few extra minutes to score a 
goal, but the ‘A’ team’s defence 

match ended with handshakes 
all round.

‘A’ captain Colm O’Rua had 
no doubt of the identity of their 
match winner.

‘We could not have done it 
without Calum MacFarlane – he 
was our star player up front,’ he 
said. ‘It was a wonderful day 
for young and old alike - it is 
important that we keep this New 
Year tradition alive.’

WEST HIGHLAND Wheelers staged the fourth 
round of their Alpine Bikes-sponsored winter league 
at Sutherlands Grove, Barcaldine on Sunday.

The joint event, kindly hosted by Nick Charlton 
and the North Argyll Cycle Club, saw 37 riders from 
along the west coast battle through mud and tricky 
roots on a technical course.  

The conditions entirely suited Ben Thompson who 

Ruari Watt was eking out a good lead at the end of 

number of riders who suffered a puncture.  
Ben Cathro took time out from his downhill 

but found the blistering pace of the pack far too 
uncomfortable.  

Marian Austin taking the ladies race. Thanks go to 
Nick, NACC, Colleen and Fiona for the event and 
timing. Next event is scheduled for Glen Loy on the 
29th Jan.

Results:
2-lap race: 1 Ben Thompson 57.27; 2 Liam 

Moynihan 59.31; 3 Mike Bossard 59.58; 4 Chris Bell 
1.00.12; 5 Tom Smith 1.00.59; 6 Ruari Watt 1.04.07; 
7 Lachlan Blair 1.05.28 (1st Junior); 8 Robert Hyde 
1.07.58; 9 James Tullie 1.10.18; 10 Ewan Thorburn 
1.10.50; 11 Alastair MacLennan 1.11.08; 12 John 
Shirley 1.12.22; 13 Gavin Blainey 1.12.58; 14 Tim 
Brand 1.12.46; 15 Jesse Wigman 1.12.58; 16 Chris 
Wolfe 1.13.27; 17 Ben Cathro 1.13.51; 18 Davy Gunn 
1.15.37; 19 Roddy Wells 1.20.43; 20 Tom MacMahon 
(2nd Junior) 1.20.58; 21 Andrew Foggo 1.24.38; 22 
Tom Adams 1.24.58; 23 Steve Bradley 1.27.01; 24 
Neil Wright 1.31.05; 25 Brian Barbour 1.36.27; 25 
Doug Little 1.36.27; 27 Marian Austin 1.44.04 (1st 
Lady); 28 Andy Dale 1.44.06.

Short race 1 lap: 1 Johnny Henshaw 48.01; 2 Peter 
Martin 51.18; 3 Brych Martin 51.22 1st Junior; 4 
Kevin Whitehead 51.36; 5 Kim Cameron 57.38; 6 

(2nd Junior).
 Lochaber Squash Club trophy winners Allan Ross (plate), Bruce Love (handicap) and Alan Love 
(handicap runner-up) with referee Neil Worsdall, second left, presenting. 20_f02squash01

a 3-0 win over Murdo Murray, while Alan Love 
came out on top 3-1 against Rah Douglas after a 
hard fought contest.

Andy Rodgers showed varied shot play with 
Alan winning 3-1 and going straight on to win a 

SHINTY

SQUASH

Winning captain Colm O’Rua, left, is congratulated by Stripes 
captain Iain MacFarlane. 20_f02finnan01

Lachlan Blair posted a strong performance at Barcaldine to come in as first 
junior.

Veteran wins
man of the 
match award

CYCLING

Thompson on top in Sutherlands
Grove winter league race
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