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World’s top pipers in 
‘musical tour de force’

The world’s foremost � ve pipers: From left: Lorne Cousin, Angus MacColl, William McCallum, Stuart 
Liddell, Alasdair Henderson. 

By a 
Courier reporter

E X - C A M P B E L -
TOWN ‘piper to the 
stars’ Lorne Cous-
in jetted in from New 
York to join four of the 
world’s foremost pip-
ers at the launch of the 
Argyll and Sutherland 
Highlanders Collection 
of Pipe Music.

Her Majesty The 
Queen wrote the fore-
word to the book: ‘In 
my 70th year as Colo-
nel-in-Chief, I know 
that this unique and 
timeless collection of 
bagpipe music, com-
posed by members of 
the regiment, will be 
enjoyed by pipers of 
all ages, abilities, na-
tionalities and genera-
tions.

‘It is both a legacy 
and a celebration, tell-
ing stories of shared 
experiences, thoughts 
of home and of some 
of the characters who 
were proud to call 
themselves Argylls.’

Mr Cousin, the Amer-
ican brand ambassador 
for The Balvenie whis-
ky, returned to Camp-
beltown for Christmas 
and spoke to the Cou-
rier last week about 
the end of the summer 
event, in Glasgow.

Mr Cousin, who was 
brought up in Camp-
beltown and became 
known as the ‘Scottish 
piper to the stars’ and  
has performed with 
Madonna, was not the 
only Kintyre piper at 
the launch.

Also invited by Ma-
jor Gordon Rowan, a 
piper of note himself 

from Tiree and the  di-
rector of army bagpipe 
music, were William 

McCallum, Campbel-
town; Stuart Liddell, 
Inveraray; Angus Mac-

Coll, Benderloch and 
Alasdair Henderson, 
Dunoon.

All of the pipers, as 
well as being native 
to Argyll, had family 
connections with the 
regiment.

Mr McCallum’s 
grandfather, the late 
Pipe Major Ronald 
McCallum was Pipe 
Major of the 8th Ar-
gylls.

Pipe Major Ronald 
McCallum and Hugh 
McCallum both served 
in the regiment from 
whom Mr McCallum 
took lessons.

Mr Cousin was 
taught by the late Pipe 
Major Tony Wilson, 
Scots Guards and Mr 
Cousin’s uncle, Hugh 
MacGillivray, Connell 
served in the regiment, 
8th Argylls, in North 
Africa.

Mr Cousin’s moth-
er, Anne, hails from 
Southend and a copy 
of the 1933 edition of 
the Argyll’s Collection 
was gifted to Lorne by 

Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth wrote the 
foreword to the book

FREE INSIDE Your 2018
Campbeltown Courier 
wall calendar

with 
local 

holidays
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Colonel Hamish Tay-
lor of Southend a num-
ber of years ago.

Col Taylor is the 
‘Young Hamish’ of the 
tune of the same name 
played at the recital 
which is included in 
both collections.

Mr Cousin and Mr 
McCallum both played 
tunes with Kintyre 
Connections.

Hills of Argyll
Mr Cousin played: 

Archie MacMillan, 
Donald Campbell 
MacNeal of Ugadale, 
Bengullion, Young 
Hamish, Highland 
Mary, The Mull of Oa, 
Loch Ruan and The 
Hills of Argyll.

The front page of the 1933 work.  

Mr McCallum 
played: Mrs Jean 
McShannon and Dun-
can McMillan, P/M 
Ronald McCallum, 
Kirstie McCallman’s 
Favourite and The An-
gler.

The Argyll’s col-
lection includes 
tunes by Willie Law-
rie, John MacLellan 
DCM, John MacCo-
ll and Kintyre compos-
ers George MacIntyre, 
John MacKenzie, Ron-
nie MacShannon, Pipe 
Major Ronald MacCal-
lum and Ronnie Flem-
ing.

The master of cere-
monies for the launch 
event was Command-
er John Wilson, Po-

lice Scotland, anoth-
er champion piper and 
cousin of Pipe Major 
Tony Wilson.

Commander Wilson’s 
Uncle Archie and fa-
ther Willie also served 
with distinction in the 
regiment.

Reviewed
Pipesdrums.com re-

viewed the book and 
wrote: ‘The Argyll & 
Sutherland Highland-
ers Pipe Music Collec-
tion is a musical tour de 
force.’

The book can be pur-
chased online at: www.
f a c e b o o k . c o m / a r -
gyllsutherlandcollec-
tion/ or at the National 
Piping Centre, Glas-
gow.

‘Musical tour de force’

No winners 
in Hogmanay 
lotto draw
THE draw for Dunav-
erty’s three-num-
ber lotto took place 
on New Year’s Eve. 
The winning numbers 
were: 3, 6 and 12, but 
there were no winners.

The next draw is on 
January 13 for a jack-
pot of £200. Tickets 
are available from the 
club steward, commit-
tee members, Muneroy 
Tearoom and the Burn-
side Bar.

Newsdesk
01586 554646

Police files
Loch death
C A M P B E LT O W N 
inshore lifeboat was 
scrambled last Friday 
at about 10am after re-
ports of a man in the 
water.

Police, ambulance 
and the coastguard at-
tended and a 89-year-
old man was pulled 
from the water. 

The man was taken 
to Campbeltown hos-
pital but could not be 
revived and died.

Police said there 
were no suspicious 
circumstances and a 
report has been sub-
mitted to the procura-
tor fi scal.

As the Courier went 
to press the man had 
not been named.

Assault
FOLLOWING police 
inquiries, a 35-year-
old man was reported 
to the procurator fi scal 
for assault.

The man was de-
tained at 10am last Fri-
day after an attack and 
disorderly behaviour, 
which was report-
ed the previous day, 

in Craigowan Park, 
Campbeltown.

Warning
A MAN aged 49, who 
was arrested after a 
disturbance at about 
2am last Wednesday 
in Main Street, Camp-
beltown, was released 
following the issuing 
of a recorded police 
warning.

Campbeltown Old Pals enjoy their festive lunch.

In brief

Old Pals 
celebrate
TWO dozen Campbel-
town Old Pals, spon-
sored by Age Scot-
land, enjoyed festive 
fare during their fi nal 
meeting of the year in 
Campbeltown’s Roy-
al Hotel.

An Old Pals spokes-
man said:  ‘We had 
a lovely meal which 
topped off a great year 
of interesting meet-

ings and talks as well 
as visits to Carradale, 
Gigha, Tayinloan and 
Glen Scotia for the 
Road to Drumleman 
exhibition.

‘Thanks to the Royal 
Hotel for its hospitality 
all year, Age Scotland 
for its fi nancial help, 
A Thousand Voices, 
Alex McKinven, Da-
vid MacArthur and 
Iain Johnston for their 
help with the trips and 
organisation.’

Sea cadets on 
crest of a wave
DESPITE being one 
of Britain’s remotest 
units, Campbeltown 
Sea Cadets still man-
aged to achieve some 
amazing feats this year.

Staff taught more 
than 350 modules and 
cadets achieved 74 
qualifi cations includ-
ing basic seamanship, 
basic navigation, basic 
fi rst aid, powerboat-

ing, dinghy sailing, ad-
vanced sailing, wind-
surfi ng, CVQO BTEC, 
mountain biking and 
adventure training.

There were also 207 
training days at na-
tional, area and district 
level and cadets sup-
ported 12 local events.

Cadets have an av-
erage of 63 hours of 
boating, including off-
shore, where 10 cadet 
voyages were under-
taken.
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Send 
your photos 
and stories to 
editor@campbeltown
courier.co.uk

 
 

Dippers help Seasports
project race on

HIS VOICE cracking with 
emotion, the chairman of Dal-
intober Beach Regeneration 
Group spoke about half a dec-
ade’s achievements on New 
Year’s Day.

At Campbeltown Sailing 
Club Jamie McLean said that 
when 12 people took to the 
water, in 2014, he had no idea 
how the scheme would esca-
late.

Escalated
Speaking about an hour after 

38 swimmers took part in the 
fi fth annual Dip for Dosh, Mr 
McLean said: ‘I did not know 
where it was going to go but it 
has escalated into a much big-
ger venture involving the sail-
ing club.

‘The beach group was 
formed from a crowd of girls 
brought up in the area who 
learned to swim there when 
there was no swimming pool.’

Mr McLean added: ‘It is a 
struggle for me as I have to re-
main sober the night before.’

Worry
‘I worry - I do not know 

who is going in the water. It 
is great to see people bringing 
others in who can see what we 
are doing.’

Later he added that the Kin-
tyre Seasports project has 
united disparate groups in 
Campbeltown who in the past 
may never have mixed and 
praised the Courier’s role.

Mr McLean added: ‘I would 
also like to thank the RNLI 
volunteers, paramedic Calum 
Lawson and all the people 

who have turned up to support 
the event.’

Seasports chairman Camp-
bell Fox said that the eBay 
auction of Sir Paul McCartney  
merchandise, which fi nished, 
just after 9am, on New Year’s 
Day, had raised £8,235 from 
an original valuation of £185.

Mr Fox added: ‘The Sea-
sports project would never 
have got this far without the 
Dalintober Beach Regenera-
tion Group.

Energised
‘There are 15 organisations 

signed up to seasports and we 
need to get all of these groups 
energised for 2018.

‘Including today’s mon-
ey the project is up to about 
£44,000.’

For further pictures and more 
on this story see page 28.

Mark Davey
editor@campbeltowncourier.co.uk

Dalintober 
Beach Regen-
eration Group 
chairman 
Jamie McLean. 
25_c522018dip01

Charities 
granted £7,000
A PAIR of Campbel-
town charities’ funds 
have been boosted by 
the Corra Foundation’s 
Henry Duncan grants.

Kintyre Link Club 
has been awarded a 
grant of £2,000 to-
wards its running costs 
and  Shopper-Aide Ltd 
awarded £5,000 to-
wards the salary of its 
part-time team leader.

The fund was for-
merly the Lloyds TSB 
Foundation for Scot-
land and changed its 
name last August.

Brendan O’Hara MP 
said: ‘Many of the 
Henry Duncan grants 
go on staff and running 
costs, meaning they are 
a lifeline for local char-

News in brief . . . news in brief . . .
ities in this tough fi -
nancial climate.’

Pilates people 
raise cash
LEONE Shaw Tull-
och’s LST Pilates cli-
ents put their hands in 
their pockets and gave 
£837 for a Lochgilphe-
ad and Campbeltown 
charity to share.

A delighted Joan 
Stewart at Campbel-
town’s Shopper Aide 
said: ‘Thank you Le-
one and everyone at 
LST who donated to 
our Christmas present 
fund - £521.’

Claire Cameron from 
the MS Centre Loch-
gilphead said: ‘Thank 
you so much to Le-
one and her wonder-
ful pilates ladies for 

this kind donation of 
£316. We will be using 
it towards some of our 
Christmas events.’

Kennacraig’s 
gold star
A TRIO of Argyll and 
Bute ports has tied 
up with awards from 
Keep Scotland Beauti-
ful (KSB).

Recently KSB ac-
credited CalMac Fer-
ries Ltd and Caledo-
nian Maritime Assets 
Limited (CMAL) with 
26 awards acknowl-
edging both compa-
nies’ commitment to 
improving environ-
mental quality.

Kennacraig struck 
gold and Portavadie 
and Clonaig were 
awarded silver status.

The future is about communication. 
The future is about connection. 
The future is… ROCKETS!
The National Theatre of Scotland’s heart-warming 
family show takes to the silver screen courtesy 
of Screen Machine. 

Lochgilphead (Car Park, Resource Centre)
Sat 13 Jan 2018, 2pm
PG: we recommend for ages 6+
£6 / £4 + booking fee

nationaltheatrescotland.com/rocketpostonscreen
screenmachine.co.uk

Photo by Eoin Carey
The National Theatre of Scotland is core funded by the Scottish Government. The National Theatre of Scotland, 
a company limited by guarantee and registered in Scotland (SC234270), is a registered Scottish charity (SC033377).

OSPREY
by

John MacFarlane
@KOBO.COM

Book One
CARRADALE

Suitable for 
twelve to one 

hundred and twelve 
years of age.
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January:
One in a million bovine baby

News review of 2017
WITH the chances of a cow giving birth to healthy tri-
plets estimated to be one in a million, the Kerr family of 
Balegreggan Farm, Campbeltown, was stunned to discov-
er that one of its cattle had delivered three bouncing baby 
bovines in January.

A GRAMMAR school musician who fi rst tinkled the ivo-
ries aged fi ve was named Most Promising Young Musi-
cian of the Year in February.

The calves are named after farmers Sharon and Graham 
Kerr’s own three children, Caryn, Robert and Murray, seen 
here with the beasts. 25_c01triplets01

March:
Pals honoured by Scottish Golf

February:
Young musician of the year

Emma Bannatyne, 17, pictured with Rotary club chairman 
Alastair Cousin, collected the trophy, a monetary prize 
and framed certi� cate at a packed special Rotary Club of 
Campbeltown concert in Lorne and Lowland hall. 25_c07mu-
sician12

IN A LAST minute £291,000 deal, in April, it was an-
nounced that Auchinlee care home had been saved until 
March 2018.

Auchinlee Action Group chairman John Titterton cau-
tiously welcomed the news as he said that ultimately 
Auchinlee staff will be looking for work.

A PAIR of Kintyre’s greatest golfi ng legends and Dunav-
erty ambassadors received national recognition for their 
lifetime achievements, as reported in March.

Dunaverty duo, Scotland’s greatest ever women’s ama-
teur player Belle Robertson, and golf writer Jock MacVic-
ar, both received awards at the 2017 Scottish Golf Awards, 
in recognition of their long-serving efforts on and off the 
course.

SEARCHERS including Campbeltown lifeboat crews 
and coastguards worked day and night to locate a surfer 
who disappeared off Westport beach.

The rescue of Matthew Bryce from Airdrie, 13 miles 
out in the North Channel by a coastguard helicopter at 
7.30pm on Monday night after 32 hours in the sea made 
headlines around the world.

April:
Auchinlee jobs saved for one year

May:
Kintyre’s rescue heroes save surfer

MACHRIHANISH Golf Club welcomed golfers from 
across America and Europe in July at an opening ceremo-
ny for the 10th biannual Hickory Grail competition.

The Hickory Grail, the oldest international hicko-
ry match in golf, where players are only allowed to use 
90-year-old or older hickory-shafted clubs and gentlemen 
dress in keeping, such as in plus-fours and ties, with long 
skirts for the ladies, is competed by a team from the USA 
and a European team.

June:
Mascot keeps joggers ‘moo-ving’
SUPPORT from the un-
veiled MOKRUN mas-
cot proved motivation-
al to the sprinters at the 
junior races in June, as 
two course records were 
smashed.

MOK Coo was de-
signed by Castlehill pri-
mary pupil Eoin Quinn, 
seven.

MOK Coo with Eoin. 
20_c22juniormok01

Jean McLachlan’s 
gimmer, shown by her 
husband John, was 
the judges’ choice for 
the top accolade at 
the 151st annual show, 
and can be seen with 
the couple and their 
grandson Joshua. 
50_c32kintyreshow45

July:
Hickory golf comes to Kintyre

SEVEN years of training through Campbeltown and Dis-
trict Juvenile Football Association paid off for Campbel-
town Pupils Youth Under 13s (2005s), as they thrashed 
Summerston Boys Club in a 16-goal extravaganza in their 
fi rst ever 11-a-side league match.

August:
Kintyre Show’s spectacular sheep
THE 2017 Highland Show female champion in the tradi-
tional Bluefaced Leicester sheep section was crowned the 
champion of champions at the Kintyre Agricultural Show 
in August.

Cheryl Brown, 28, one of � ve sisters and two brothers, had 
no trouble selling out her ‘90s and ‘00s house and club 
night which transformed Campbeltown town hall with 
revellers wearing an array of out� ts. 25_c43partynight13

September:
U13s league success kicks off

THE ANNIVERSARY of the iconic Christmas number 
one created a mini media storm in November, as the Big 
Issue sent a team to make a Christmas special feature and 
the BBC produced a radio programme.

STV video journalist Clare McNeill fi lmed and inter-
viewed surviving band members John Brown and Ian 
McKerral, as well as Alastair Cousin, of the Linda Mc-
Cartney Kintyre Memorial Trust, and Argyll and the Isles 
Tourism Cooperative director Niall Macalister Hall about 
tourists on the McCartney trail.

October:
Nineties and noughties fundraiser
A FUNDRAISER tapped into the music and culture of the 
past two decades as she collected nearly £4,000 for char-
ity in October.

December:
Brass is the ‘best in Scotland’

November:
Mull of Kintyre - 40 years on

Campbeltown Brass champions 
celebrate. 

C A M P B E L T O W N 
Brass scaled the heights 
at the Scottish Youth 
Brass Band Champion-
ships in December, re-
taining its under 12 and 
under 14 titles.

Two bands were en-
tered into the 12-and-un-
der preparatory section, 
winners Campbeltown 
Brass juniors and Camp-
beltown Brass begin-
ners, which won the sil-
ver award, while the 
14-and-under band 
Campbeltown Brass in-
termediate, competing 
in the novice section, 
was also victorious.
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Seafront signs explore heritage
A PROJECT to improve Camp-
beltown’s seafront is on the crest 
of a wave after erecting a trio 
of boards interpreting the area’s 
history.

Two years ago, Campbeltown 
Community Council (CCC) 
chairman Alan Baker was in-
spired by an existing informa-
tion board opposite the Burnet 
building.

Mr Baker said: ‘My inspiration 
was seeing how many people 
looked at the board on the Hall 
Street  pavement.’

Another CCC member, Cath-
erine Dobbie, took on the 
scheme’s administration and 
fundraising. It was expanded to 
include seating, picnic bench-
es, two seagull-proof litter bins 
and a dog poo bag dispenser for 
Quarry Green.

Ms Dobbie said that seeing the 
state of the benches on Quarry 
Green was a big motivation.

An application was made to 

Tesco Bags of Help for funds, 
from the 5p levy on carrier bags, 
and the project was awarded 
£12,000.

Gordon Allen and his team 

from Wee Toon Environmental 
Solutions made eight new picnic 
benches and refurbished fi ve old 
benches between the ferry termi-
nal and former paddling pool.

In addition, three recycled pic-
nic benches and a further three 
seating benches were purchased 
through Argyll and Bute Council 
with the assistance of Paul Mar-

tin. Ironically, the material used 
to make these benches includes 
recycled plastic bags.

The interpretation boards were 
commissioned to depict differ-
ent aspects of Campbeltown’s 
heritage with research by Ms 
Dobbie and Liz Kennedy. In 
part they used The Campbel-
town Book published by the for-
mer Civic Society.

Ms Dobbie said: ‘Thanks are 
due to Maureen Bell and Iain 
McAlister of Glen Scotia. Both 
supplied old photographs and 
postcards of Campbeltown.

‘The signs were created with 
Stewart Twynham of Weare-
brandfi re Services and  huge 
help from Gordon Bennie of Ar-
gyll Signs.

‘Many thanks are due to Dar-
ren Kelly and his team from Mc-
Fadyens Contractors for install-
ing the signs free of charge.’

Mr Kelly said: ‘We fully com-
mend CCC. The boards are very 
informative for locals and tour-
ists alike.’

Mark Davey
editor@campbeltowncourier.co.uk

Those involved in the project are, from left, Liz Kennedy, Darren Kelly of McFadyens 
Contractors, community council chairman Alan Baker and Catherine Dobbie. 25_c51heritagesigns01

CAMPBELTOWN MOTOR COMPANY

We are open Monday to Friday 8:00 – 17:30 and every Saturday 8:30 – 13:00

www.campbeltownmotorcompany.co.uk

NEW YEAR SALE EVENT

REASSURANCE BUILT IN

All fi nance prices above based on 6000 miles per annum. Images shown for illustration purposes only. Terms & 
Conditions apply.  Age restrictions may apply on certain models. Excess mileage charges may apply. Contact 
us for more information  
Alternatively email us at cmc@
peugeotmail.co.uk

BHDI 150 Allure Diesel. Grey, only 14000 miles, 
reversing camera, satellite navigation, electric heated 
seats, alloys, parking sensors, radio/CD/USB.

PureTech Allure Petrol
Grey, 6900 miles, parking sensors, bluetooth, alloys, 
leather trim, auto lights & wipers, climate control.

VTI Allure Petrol, White, only 4200 miles, bluetooth, 
reversing camera, radio/USB, colour touch screen, 
auto lights, alloys, air conditioning.

2015 (15) Peugeot 508 2.0 2016 (16) Peugeot 2008 1.2

Was £11,995.00          SALE PRICE  £11,295.00

2014 (64) Peugeot 108 1.2

SALE PRICE  £6,295.00SALE PRICE  £11,495.00

KEEPING KINTYRE CLEAN - Introducing the brand new car 
wash facility, now fully operational, at Campbeltown Motor Company. Made by 
Karcher, this state of the art machine has a full under-body cleaning function along 
with built in high pressure jets. The side brushes are now angled to ensure all hard 
to reach areas of the vehicle are cleaned to the highest standard. The system is fully 
automatic and can have your vehicle cleaned within 10 minutes which can include a 
hot wax application for that extra shine. Prices start at £4.00 and everyone is welcome 
to use this excellent facility.

Campbeltown Motor 
Company, Snipefield, 

Drumore, Campbeltown 
01586 552030



Editorial

THE EDITOR welcomes letters for publication on this 
page. The Editor reserves the right to shorten, amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names and addresses MUST be 
supplied to indicate good faith, although these details can be 
withheld from publication. Telephone numbers, if available, 
should also be included. Anonymous letters will not be 
considered. 
Please write to: Letters, The Campbeltown Courier, Main 
and Longrow South, Main Street, Campbeltown PA28 6AE. 
Fax: (01586) 554646. Email editor@campbeltowncourier.
co.uk Emailed letters can only be considered if they have a 
name, full address and phone number.

At The Campbeltown Courier, we endeavour to ensure all 
our reports are fair and accurate and comply with the Edi-
tors’ Code of Practice set by the Independent Press Stand-
ards Organisation (IPSO). We realise, however, that mis-
takes happen from time to time. If you think we have made 
a signifi cant mistake and you wish to discuss this with us, 
please let us know as soon as possible by any of the three 
methods: emailing editor@campbeltowncourier.co.uk; 
telephoning the chief reporter on 01586 554646 or write 

to the Group Editor at Wyvex Media, Crannog Lane, Lo-
chavullin estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will try to resolve your issue in a timeous, reasonable 
and amicable manner. However, if you are unsatisfi ed with 
our response, you can contact IPSO, which will investigate 
the matter. You can call IPSO on 0300 123 2220 or email in-
quiries@ipso.co.uk. IPSO is an independent body that deals 
with complaints from the public about the editorial content 
of newspapers. We will abide by its decision.

Press policy

How to 
contact us
The Campbeltown 
Courier, Main and 
Longrow South, Main 
Street, Campbeltown PA28 
6AE
Phone: 01586 554646

News Editor
Mark Davey
editor@campbeltowncou-
rier.co.uk
Reporter
Hannah O’Hanlon
editor@campbeltowncou-
rier.co.uk
Advertising
Rebecca Harvey
adverts@campbeltown-
courier.co.uk
Maurice Whelan
mwhelan@campbeltown 
courier.co.uk
Head office
Wyvex Media,
Lochavullin
Industrial Estate,
Oban, PA34 4 HB
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Highland dancers’ super silverware
TROPHIES collected during a success-
ful season’s competition have given Kin-
tyre dancers a  staggering silverware col-
lection.

Dancers are from back row left: Cara McFadzean, Errin Green, Erin Binnie, Linzi Camer-
on, Jane Scott, Sarah Campbell, Alison Wylie and Chloe Anderson. Middle row from left: 
Lisa McKellar, Ti� any Norris, Eva Soudan, Niamh Quinn, Erin Ralston, Ella McGeachy, 
Sophie Galbraith, Freya Borthwick, Lauren Scott, Hannah Millar, Ciara Wallace, Emma 
Millar and Solana McMurchy. Front row from left: Iona McGrory, Lucy McFadzean, Haley 
McSporran, Fallon Dunlop, Erin McCrae, Taylor McMillan, Eleyna McEachran, Korri 
McMillan, Kayla Grumoli, Maisie Graham, Rona McLean, Ayla Campbell and Hannah 
Gilchrist.  25_c51mccorkindale01

Recently the dancers who train with the 
James McCorkindale School of Dancing 
lined up to display the trophies won dur-
ing 2017.

Searching 
questions for RBS
Sir,
By closing these 62 branch-
es, the Royal Bank of Scot-
land is riding roughshod 
over the very people who 
are paying for their jobs.

They are ignoring the 
concerns which have been 
raised by their customers 
and by politicians alike.

Banks are the hub of many 
small communities and with 
the Highlands and Islands 
lagging behind the rest of 
Scotland in broadband tech-
nology, this is an outra-
geous stance for the bank 
to take.

Some towns and villag-
es in the Highlands and Is-
lands will be left without a 
bank at all with business-
es having nowhere to bank 
their cash and pensioners 
having nowhere to access 
their pension payments.

It cannot be outwith the 
wit of bank bosses to get 
their heads together and 
come up with an agreement 
to keep one bank branch 
open in every town and vil-
lage between them.

To say online facilities are 
available as an alternative is 
simply not true in many ar-
eas of the Highlands and Is-
lands.

They say their contract 
with the Post Offi ce pro-
vides another option for 
customers wishing to carry 
out simple banking transac-
tion.

Post Offi ces are closing 
down hand-over-fi st in the 
Highlands and Islands too, 
so that cannot be used as a 
justifi able excuse.

Do all the mobile banks 
provide disabled access?  I 
will be asking them that.

They say they will extend 
mobile facilities across the 
Highlands and Islands.

How many times will 
these mobile facilities vis-
it Barra or Beauly each 
week where there will be no 
banking facilities. I will be 
asking them that too.

In terms of their response 
on how these closures will 
affect their staff in these 
branches, they say they 
will do all they can to avoid 

compulsory redundancies.
I say if they can offer staff 

in Barra an alternative job 
without having to leave the 
island, they will be doing 
very well indeed.

This is an outrageous 
stance for this bank, which 
is largely owned by us, to 
take.

Rhoda Grant,
MSP,
Highlands and Islands.

Access to nature
Sir,
Scotland is world-renowned 
for its incredible landscapes 
and varied wildlife: earli-
er this year, the readers of 
Rough Guide voted ours the 
most beautiful country in 
the world.

But it’s important to re-
member our stunning vistas 
do so much more than sim-
ply bring us joy.

Nature-based tourism ben-
efi ts our economy, and na-
ture benefi ts each of us per-
sonally: research shows 
access to green spaces im-
proves our health and 
well-being.

At Scottish Natural Her-
itage (SNH), we have long 
extolled the benefi ts we all 
get from the natural envi-
ronment as well as the need 

to create better places for 
nature.

Over the past year, we 
have worked on a number 
of high-profi le initiatives 
to help connect people with 
nature and protect our wild-
life and habitats.

We continue to lead the 
development of the Na-
tional Cycling and Walking 
Network to encourage peo-
ple to enjoy the countryside 
and to help bring more tour-
ists to Scotland.

To help improve Scot-
land’s carbon stores, we re-
stored 400ha of peatlands 
under the Peatland Action 
programme. These areas 
are also home to many of 
our well-known plants and 
animals.

We are implementing 
the Scottish Government’s 
Green Infrastructure initi-
ative, part of the Europe-
an Regional Development 
Fund programme, with a 
reopening of the Commu-
nity Engagement Fund in 
early 2018 – and are work-
ing with a range of partners 
to help improve the quali-
ty, quantity and accessibili-
ty of green spaces in Scot-
land’s towns and cities.

We are delivering a Scot-

land-wide scheme, spear-
headed by our Argyll offi ce, 
to manage the impact of sea 
eagles on agriculture, spe-
cifi cally in relation to hill 
sheep farms.

We will continue to work 
on these projects in the 
coming year.

Looking ahead, the Scot-
tish Government has des-
ignated 2018 the Year of 
Young People.

It’s so important to pro-
vide our young people with 
access to nature.

Research shows childhood 
access to green space can 
reduce the risk of anxiety 
and depression as adults.

Early and continuing con-
tact with nature also helps 
develop and maintain a 
sense of stewardship and an 
interest in looking after our 
natural assets.

That’s why we’ve just 
launched the Future Routes 
fund to encourage youth 
across the country to share 
ideas that will help young 
people engage with nature.

Working with Young Scot, 
we will help to develop 
their ideas and bring them 
to life in the coming year.

As the new year begins, 
many of us will be making 

New Year’s resolutions.
At SNH, ours are always 

to ensure everyone in Scot-
land has continued access 
to green places and that our 
natural habitats and wildlife 
are valued and looked after.

What are your goals for 
engaging with nature this 
year?

You can fi nd ideas for get-
ting involved with nature in 
your community and your 
local nature reserve on our 
new website nature.scot.

Have a happy and healthy 
New Year.

Mike Cantlay,
Chairman,
Scottish Natural
Heritage,
Inverness.

Young fire fighters 
wanted
Sir,
Campbeltown Young Fire 
Fighters (CYFF) is recruit-
ing for the term of 2018.

CYFF looks for youths 
aged between 12 and 16 and 
they can apply via the Face-
book page at: www.face-
book.com/CampbeltownY-
FFs/ or by asking a YFF for 
an application form.

Kelly McSporran,
Kelly.McSporran@
fi rescotland.gov.uk

Cinema 
advertising
Sir,
I have had a couple of love-
ly Campbeltown Picture 
House visits, fi nding it a 
comfortable and pleasura-
ble aesthetic experience.

However, I have found 
the Pearl and Dean adver-
tisements totally unrelated 
to Campbeltown, car man-
ufacturers like Volkswagen 
and Ford feature but are un-
available in Campbeltown.

Sainsbury shopping is un-
available – especially home 
delivery, I tried.

How does the vegan ad-
vertisement fi t with such 
a mixed farming environ-
ment?

The above three men-
tioned adverts are not pro-
moting Campbeltown in 
any way.

Name and address
supplied.

All aboard 
Seasports 
inclusive 
project
Sir Paul McCartney, 
not just anybody, is 
helping Kintyre Sea-
sports Project which 
wants to reach out to all 
in its bid to build a cen-
tre of excellence.

On Monday, the mer-
chandise Sir Paul do-
nated to the project, 
which was fi rst val-
ued by a recognised 
auction house at £185, 
sold for 44 times more 
– £8,235.

The all-inclusive nature 
of the project, which 
has raised £44,000 and 
needs about £2 mil-
lion, was highlighted at 
Campbeltown Sailing 
Club (CSC) after Mon-
day’s fi fth Dalintober 
Dip for Dosh.

Speaking during the 
social event following 
the dip, Jamie McLean 
was clearly highly 
emotional about the 
plans. He emphasised 
how in the past there 
was a sense of us and 
them about the club.

CSC has broad-
ened its appeal to wel-
come the canoeists 
and paddle boarders. 
In addition, last sum-
mer, members ran a 
great value beginners’ 
dinghy sailing course 
which has helped to 
buoy up membership.

Seasports Project 
leader Campbell Fox 
and Mr McLean said 
that barriers have been 
broken down as it has 
become apparent inclu-
sivity is the best way to 
attract funding.
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Soprano set to en-trance 
at Kintyre Music Club

Clarinetist Joanna 
Nicholson and 
soprano Frances 
Cooper.

A SOPRANO and clar-
inetist will raise the 
roof at Lorne and Low-
land old hall next Fri-
day.

Kintyre Music Club’s 
fi rst concert of the 
new year features well 
known Scottish musi-
cians soprano Franc-
es Cooper and clarinet-
ist Joanna Nicholson. 
They will perform their 
programme, Turning 
the Elements.

In the show they ex-
plore the theme of na-
ture and people’s place 
in it by combining their 
own arrangements of 
traditional Scottish 
song and poetry with 
sublime 20th century 
Scottish song.

At the heart of their 
performance are two 
suites of song writ-
ten especially for them 
in 2015 by compos-
ers Rebecca Rowe and 
Stuart Murray Mitch-
ell.

Commissioned
The pair was com-

missioned to produce 
two trios of settings 
for new poetry from 
award-winning Scot-
tish poets Jane McK-
ie and Stewart Sander-
son.

Their music will be  
complemented by a 
backdrop of inspiring 
photography.

Frances was born in 
Inverness and began 
her singing studies at 

BBC radio and televi-
sion.

Joanna held an exhi-
bition scholarship at 
the Royal College of 
Music, London, where 
she was the winner of 
numerous prizes.

Freelance
Since graduating she 

has pursued a lively 
freelance career per-
forming, broadcast-
ing and recording with 
many of the UK’s fi n-
est orchestras and en-
sembles.

Joanna features  as 
a soloist – notably on 
bass clarinet with the 
BBC Scottish Sym-
phony Orchestra at the 
London Proms, and 
with the Scottish En-

semble, performing the 
Finzi Clarinet Concer-
to.

She has been invited 
to play chamber music 
in venues including the 
Purcell Room and New 
York’s Lincoln Center.

Her compositions in-
clude the score for the 
dance work In Situ, 
which won a Herald 
Angel at the Edinburgh 
Fringe Festival, and 
several musical sto-
ries for primary school 
children, which are 
performed by her 
group Sonsie Music.

The concert starts  at 
7.30pm and tickets are 
£10 on the door with 
students and school-
children free.

the North East of Scot-
land Music School in 
Aberdeen with Rai-
mund Herincx, contin-
uing in London with 
the late Johanna Peters.

She was a member 
of the early music en-
semble Fires of Love 

for 17 years, singing 
in festivals and for mu-
sic societies all around 
the country, with three 
critically acclaimed re-
cordings on the Del-
phian Records label.

She is also well 
known to music club 

audiences as part of the 
trio Triplicity.

Solo performances, 
and ensemble work 
with Cappella Nova 
and Dunedin Consort, 
have taken her to con-
cert halls all around the 
UK and broadcasts on 

FIBRE FAST, FIXED WIRELESS
B r i d g i n g  t h e  D i g i t a l  D i v i d e
New for 2018!    Tired of slow broadband? 
Tried a few different providers and still no improvement? 

GET TO KNOW US
We’re Back of Beyond Broadband, available where you need us, when you 
need us.
New superfast internet network operating from the MACC Business park
Providing professional and affordable internet access to residential and 
business subscribers in the Campbeltown area.
The future of internet access is BoB Broadband, with our Fibre Fast, 5G, 
fixed wireless network.
Completely independent of traditional service providers
We use industry leading wireless technology to provide a future proof, fibre 
fast, affordable, safe and secure internet access service.
- Wee BoB is £20 p.m, 25Mbps capped speed
- Big BoB is £30 p.m, up to 100Mbps
All Symmetrical speeds (equal up & download).
Installation fees are a one off £200. A WiFi router is included. (Larger, homes 
usually struggle with WiFi black spots and we can advise and assist with this 
also.)
No line rental and no other hidden costs.

Call Stuart, visit our website or Facebook page for more information and 
to register interest with your location and contact details-

07445 396321     info@bobbroadband.scot     
www.bobbroadband.scot
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38 – 46 Longrow Campbeltown 
01586 554498

NEWGROVE FURNITURE
ELECTRICAL & CARPETS

ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES CARPETS & RUGS

Largest Carpet stockist in Argyll

Free 
measuring 

service

BEDS LEATHER AND FABRIC SUITES

0% 
Finance Now 

Available Across 
The Store

Free Local
Delivery
Available

38 – 46 Longrow Campbeltown 
01586 554498

FURNITURE
ELECTRICAL & CARPETS & CARPETS

ELECTRICAL APPLIANCESELECTRICAL APPLIANCES CARPETS & RUGSCARPETS & RUGS

Available Across Available Across Available Across 

OPEN MON – SAT 9.00AM – 5.30PM
CLOSED SUNDAYS

Buy Now - Pay 
Nothing Until 2019



10 News CAMPBELTOWN COURIER, Friday 5 January, 2018campbeltowncour / campbeltowncourier
www.campbeltowncourier.co.uk

www.facebook.com/
campbeltowncourier

To advertise in the community noticeboard
call 01586 554646 or 01546 602345COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD

worth 

£35.85

3 FREE 
Large Scottish Field Calendars 

with every new 1 Year online subscriptionwith every new 1 Year online subscriptionwith every new 1 Year online subscription

worth 

£35£35

Subscribe at www.campbeltowncourier.co.uk/subscriptions 
and use code SUBOFFERSF

• Save £39 on a subscription
• Behind the paywall access to campbeltowncourier.co.uk*

• Delivery of weekly “page fl ipper” copy of The Campbeltown Courier*

• Delivered fi rst thing Friday - no waiting
Limited numbers, whilst stocks last. Calendars sent to one UK address.

Leisure review 2017

In a never-to-be-repeated show, some of rock’s giants 
hammered out numbers at Campbeltown Bowling Club, at 
a special Stars In Their Eyes fundraiser for James McCorkin-
dale’s School of Dancing. Is this Kirsteen Anderson or is it 
Beyoncé? 25_c12stars11

As 2018 gets underway, the Courier takes a look back at 
some of the top photographs from last year’s leisure pages.

As members of Campbeltown Flower Club put their green 
� ngers to the test to display some of the things they love 
most, Karen Kendrick stands beside her boot scootin’ line 
dancing display. 20_c24� owers01

Pink sparkly tiger, Eva McKinven and Cara McKinven, with 
rainbow face paint, Rosie Paterson was a ballerina and 
Jack Barr joined the girls at a Wee Toon Tumblers frozen 
weekend. 25_c28tumblers06

Chrissy Barnacle displayed some candid and unique song 
writing at the tenth annual Kintyre Songwriters’ Festival. 
20_c18songwriters03

Revellers packed the Victoria Hall and danced the night 
away after the success of the Campbeltown Highland 
Games. This shot includes ladies’ heavy events winner, 
Susan Gilchrist, who was also in the winning ladies’ tug 
of war team, as well as her husband Andy Gilchrist, and 
Archie Johnston who were in the winning men’s tug of 
war team. 20_c20ceilidh10

Lynn Wilson, Neil Mathieson, Donna McMillan, Richard 
Mathieson and Lynn McKay had fun at Gigha Music 
Festival. 20_c27gigha09

Comedy hypnotist Richard Roberts puts participants 
under his spell at an event in Campbeltown’s St John’s 
141st lodge. 50_c39hypnotist04

Dancers pack the � oor for Heron Valley at the 25th annual 
Mull of Kintyre Music Festival. 25_c34mokfestceilidh14

Kintyre Antiquarian & 
Natural History Society:

'Looking at 
Natural History', 

an illustrated talk
by Ged Connelly

in the Ardshiel Hotel, 
Campbeltown,

on Wednesday 10 January 
2018, at 7.30 p.m.

All welcome (non-members 
£2.50 at door)

KINTYRE 
MUSIC CLUB

presents
Frances Cooper and 

Joanna Nicholson     
Soprano and Clarinet

Lorne & Lowland Church 
Hall, Friday 12 January 

7.30pm 
£10,  Children are free 

Inveraray & District
Accordion & 
Fiddle Club

Wednesday 10th January 
Inveraray Inn 

At 8.00pm
Guest Artistes 

Robert Nairn Trio
Supporting players most 

welcome

like us on 
facebook



  Vehicle Hire and Sales

Burnbank Street, Campbeltown Argyll, PA28 6JD
Tel: (01586) 554480 Fax: 01586 551414

Email: enquiries@kintyrehire.com    www.kintyrehire.com
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Lease a new Renault 
master MWB from £325 
per month with full 
maintenance included 

Lease a new Renault 
traffic for SWB from 
£275 per month with 
full maintenance 
included

JANUARY SALE 
AD-BLUE top up £1.50 per litre 
Services available on new and used 
cars and light commercials 
Service and MOT from £199 plus 
free courtesy car while your car is in

FREE 
WINTER 
CHECK  
Come in and get a free 
winter check on your 
car or van

We can source over a 1000 new or used cars at competitive prices and 
with finance available.

Terms and conditions apply and prices excluding vat 



TREES ABILITY 
Established 2010

Tree Inspections & Surveys carried out

Is a branch or 
two getting in 

your way?

Then give us a call!

Dangerous 
stumps in 

your garden?

Too 
many 
trees?

Got a tree that’s 
in the way of a 
perfect view?

Contact Euan:  
01583 431216 / 07775438643
Email: treesability@live.co.uk 
Website: www.treesability.co.uk
Operates throughout ARGYLL

Trees Ability -
Private Garden 
Maintenance to 
Estate Tree 
Maintenance/
Management
Fully Insured & 
Quali� ed

TREE WORKS:
• TREE SURGERY  
• TREE DISMANTLES 
• STUMP GRINDING

FORESTRY SERVICES:
• SMALL SCALE WOODLAND THINNINGS
• LOW IMPACT FORESTRY HARVESTING 
• MULTIPLE WINDBLOWN CLEARANCE

CONVERSION 
TIMBER SERVICES:

• SAWMILLING SERVICES  
• PRODUCTION OF WOODFUEL

12 Advertising COURIER & ADVERTISER, Friday 5 January, 2018
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Donald McLean 
Contractors

Drainage Specialists covering all 
Civil works in Kintyre and Argyll.

Tel: 01586 820217  
Mob: 07776 192 321
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Email: office@donaldmcleancontractors.com 
www.dmcleancontractors-campbeltown.co.uk

Works Including:
• Drainage Construction, 

Repairs and Drain Jetting
• Landscaping
• Driveways
• Tar Surfacing

• All block paving and slabbing
• Concrete Works
• Registered Roads and Street 

Works Contractors
• Skip Hire



Merchiston Edinburgh
Merchiston is the only boys’ independent boarding 
school in Scotland, o� ers the English curriculum, 
and has a global, outward-looking dimension. The 
School takes pride in specialising in the education of 
boys and preparing them for the world, developing 
aspirational, and sensitive, yet gentle-men! Think 
about a wonderfully caring and nurturing family 
environment, where boys learn to like learning more.

With an ethos based on traditional values, Merchiston 
encourages self-reliance and independence, as well as 
respect for and tolerance of others. The main objec-
tive is to motivate pupils to try their hardest and to 
strive to achieve the highest levels possible in all areas 
– � rstly academic, then cultural, sporting, leadership, 
and simply living together as part of a community.

Another aspect of the boys-only philosophy is that 
time is regularly set aside to meet girls from our sister 
schools. This allows the boys to focus on study in 
school time, but also to have plenty of opportunities 
to socialize and make friends through curricular, 
co-curricular, and social links.

Outstanding o�  the � eld…*

• 47% of pupils achieved A*/A grades at A Level
• 82% of pupils gained places at their fi rst or second 

choice university
• 64% of pupils went to UK Russell Group Universi-

ties, Bath, St Andrews and leading international 
institutions

• 92% A*/A/B pass rate in Further Mathematics at A 
Level

• SAT support clinics for applicants for American 
Universities held weekly. Students have gained 
admission to Ivy League Universities, such as 
Cornell and Brown 

• 62% of pupils achieved A*/A grades at GCSE
• 18 pupils achieved nine or more A*/A GCSE grades
• Best Head of Public School (runner-up), Tatler 

School Guide 2015 and 2018
• Gradual progression to secondary teaching from 

Primary six
• Full boarding with a varied weekend activity 

programme speci� cally suited to age and stage

* Academic Results 2016/17

And on the � eld…

• No.1 UK Junior Ranking Golf School (ISGA, 2014/15, 
2015/16 & 2016/17)

• No.2 UK Senior Golf School (ISGA, as of November 
2017)

• No.2 World Tennis School (ISF, 2017)
• No.2 UK Tennis School (LTA, 2017)
• Representation in all of the 2017/18 Scottish 

National Rugby Teams
• In 2016/17, 89% of all pupils, from 7-18, represented 

the School in sport. 
• In 2016/17, there were 73 diff erent teams, of all 

abilities, playing competitive fi xtures across 16 
sports:  a total of 539 fi xtures.

• Wide range of sports available, such as athletics, 
cricket and hockey, suitable for boys of all abilities

Personal tours and tasters available all year. 

A range of scholarships are available at 10+. 
Mean-tested � nancial assistance may be available 
subject to application.  

Is it time to choose an

IndependentIndependent
school?
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Merchiston Edinburgh
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• No.1 UK Junior Ranking Golf School (ISGA, 2014/15, 
2015/16 & 2016/17)

• No.2 UK Senior Golf School (ISGA, as of November 
2017)

• No.2 World Tennis School (ISF, 2017)
• No.2 UK Tennis School (LTA, 2017)
• Representation in all of the 2017/18 Scottish 

National Rugby Teams
• In 2016/17, 89% of all pupils, from 7-18, represented 

the School in sport. 
• In 2016/17, there were 73 diff erent teams, of all 

abilities, playing competitive fi xtures across 16 
sports:  a total of 539 fi xtures.

• Wide range of sports available, such as athletics, 
cricket and hockey, suitable for boys of all abilities

Personal tours and tasters available all year. 

A range of scholarships are available at 10+. 
Mean-tested fi nancial assistance may be available 
subject to application.  

An experience that will last a lifetime
INDEPENDENT education is one of the 
most important decisions you will make for 
your family.

Where and what kind of home you buy 
and choosing your career path are the only 
family decisions you will make which will be 
bigger than whether to take your child out of 
main stream public education and into the 
fee-paying independent sector.

There are as many reasons for independent 
education as there are children; perhaps it is 
a family tradition. It could be that you know 
your career is going to lead to relocation 
after relocation and boarding is the best way 
to provide the stability needed during vital 
times in your children’s education.

No matter how excellent a state school 
might be, it will always have a ‘one-size-
fi ts-all’ approach towards some aspects of 
school life. This is fi ne for most of the time 
but if, for some reason, your son or daughter 

is the one who is fi nding it hard to make that 
fi t you cannot help but wonder if they would 
be better off in the independent sector.

Is your child just not thriving? Are there 
areas where they need extra help or is it 
that they are not being stretched enough to 
realise their full potential.

Would they benefi t from the smaller class 
sizes that the independents offer? This can 
often be a key point for children from remote 
or rural areas like the West Highlands who 
have attended state primary schools with 
small class sizes who fi nd themselves 
overwhelmed by the size of secondary 
schools.

With state school budgets being ever 
tightened do the extra-curricular activities 
and enhanced pastoral care of the 
independent sector look like money well 
spent in proving for you child’s future?

The last 50 years have seen an 
unprecedented rise in consumer culture with 
families near brain-washed into believing 
that buying bigger, better, faster, newer is 
best. We are moving away from this mindset 
and a realisation is dawning that experience, 
not possessions, is what binds us and 
creates stronger, happier families. Would 
your children benefi t from experiencing 
independent education?

Independent education IS affordable
PERHAPS one of the biggest 
mistakes people make about private 
education is that they cannot afford 
it and never even consider  the idea.

They couldn’t be more wrong.
The golden rule is that it is never 

too early to start planning. 
 Good fi nancial advice, prudence, 

plus parents and grandparents 

working together over savings 
and any inheritance all make 
independent education achievable.

At least £349 million is given 
annually in fee assistance in the 
independent education sector in 
Scotland; with just under 27 per cent 
of all pupils receiving some form of 
assistance. To date, Scotland has 

treated private schools as charities 
in terms of business rates, and the 
schools return this in the form of pro 
bono work through bursaries and 
scholarships for pupils and allowing 
local communities to use their 
facilities. 

This year’s Scottish budget is 
debating this issue.

•  There are just fewer than 30,000 pupils in 
73 independent schools in Scotland. That 
is 4.1 per cent of pupils nationwide

•  Scotland has 19 mainstream boarding 
schools with 3,072 pupils and nearly half, 
46.5 per cent, are from overseas. That is 
the equivalent to the Scottish economy of 
more than £30million in exports

•  The Scottish Council of Independent 
Schools has 73 members; 52 are main 
stream, 21 offer additional support. 
Boarding schools account for 19 of them

•  Within the senior independent schools 
93 per cent of pupils who sat Highers 
passed.

Did you know?

Find out more

● Statistics quoted in this advertising feature come from the Scottish 
Council of Independent Schools annual survey, 2016.

THE schools and services 
featured here are waiting to 
hear from you and provide 
you with all the information 
you need to make this 
important choice.
The website of the 
Scottish Council 
of Independent 
Schools is a good 
place to start.  
Visit www.scis.org.uk.
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Welcome to our world

Where learning  
                     comes to life

Welcoming boys and girls aged 9 to 18 years

Scholarship Dates

Junior 27th January
Third Form 26th February - 1st March

Bursaries also available

Call 01738 815003 to register or visit strathallan.co.uk

Registered in Scotland as a charity number SC008903

STRATHALLAN
SCHOOL

Our aim at Strathallan is to expand our pupils’ horizons and broaden 
their experiences, nurturing their skills and talents in a positive, 

supportive environment that welcomes young people, boarders and 
day alike, from the UK and all over the world.

GENERAL 
INFORMATION MORNING

10th March 2018

Strathallan School 
Welcome to our world

Set in 153 acres of magni� cent rural Perthshire, 
yet easily accessible from elsewhere in Scotland, 
Strathallan School is an outstanding place to learn 
with some of the � nest facilities of any school in 
Scotland. 

The School has a great blend of local, national and 
international pupils and celebrates the di� erent 
interests and cultures our international pupils 
bring. 

Where learning comes to life 

As well as achieving exceptional academic 
standards, we foster a lifelong enjoyment of 
learning. Our highly committed teachers are also 
involved in sports coaching and other activities 
and the bonds built outside the classroom have 

profound educational bene� ts. It’s no surprise that 
many of our pupils move on to top universities like 
Oxford, Cambridge and Edinburgh.

Where everyone’s involved in the life of the 
school

More than 60% of our pupils are boarders so 
there’s always a lot going on. That’s a big advan-
tage for day pupils who stay well into the evening 
and are fully involved in the myriad of activities 
available. 

Where talent turns to achievement

Champions - Strathallan’s 1st XV made history 
winning the U18 Scottish Rugby Schools’ Cup for 
the � rst time. The nurturing environment and 
comprehensive development programme created 
by our Director of Rugby and the coaches has put  
Strathallan � rmly on the map as one of the top 
development schools for rugby in Scotland.

All pupils regularly take part in a variety of sports. 
We also run a comprehensive programme for elite 
athletes. 

In the Expressive Arts, there are many oppor-
tunities to develop creative talents in a variety 
of musical ensembles, in our theatre and in our 
state-of-the-art dance and drama studio.

Where belonging is forever

Strathallan provides an exceptional educational 
experience for boys and girls aged 9 to 18. It's a 
school where e� ort is rewarded and where pupils 
are given the time and encouragement to grow 
into capable, con� dent young men and women 
who are ready for the challenges that lie ahead.

Interested in being part of our world? 

Why not come along and meet the pupils, sta�  and 
parents at our next Information Morning, register 
now at strathallan.co.uk

The Governors of Dollar Academy Trust is a charity registered in Scotland, No: SC009888

More than
good grades.

Co-educational day, weekly and full boarding; 5 to 18 years

Arrange a visit or fi nd out more:
T: 01259 742511  |  E: registrar@dollaracademy.org.uk

Entrance assessments: Sat 27 Jan 2018
Means-tested bursaries available

Dollar FK14 7DU www.dollaracademy.org.uk

Dollar Academy
As Dollar prepares to launch its bicente-
nary year in June 2018, it remains one of 
Scotland’s best performing independent 
schools, highly regarded by parents.
Dollar was recently named The Sunday 
Times Scottish Independent Secondary 
School of the Year, having moved up 
the academic league tables* to third 
in Scotland. Pupils study the Scottish 
curriculum and bene� t from the widest 
choice of Highers anywhere in the country. 
In 2017, pupils set a new school record 
with a 98% pass rate at Higher level and 
almost a third of the year group achieved 
� ve or more A-grades. Results at National 
5 level were just as excellent, with an 
A-grade pass rate of 72.5%. 
The 70-plus activities cater for all interests 
and abilities – from sport and the arts to 
academic clubs, volunteering, the Duke 
of Edinburgh’s Award, Combined Cadet 
Force and world championship-winning 
pipe band. And high-level sports coaching 
has seen many pupils go on to compete at 
national and international levels. 
The Care Inspectorate describes the school 
as having a ‘sector-leading’ standard 
of care for its boarders. The focus is on 
creating a home-from-home environment 
with small family-style boarding houses. 
Tutors help with homework and boarders 
enjoy excellent campus facilities and a 
wide choice of activities in the evenings 
and at weekends. And with several hundred day 
pupils living locally, they have a wide circle of 
friends both in and out of the boarding house.
Dollar is in a uniquely stunning location and the 
strong sense of community amongst pupils is one 
of the great strengths of the school.

*The Sunday Times Schools Guide 2018
To arrange a visit or for more information:
E: registrar@dollaracademy.org.uk
T: 01259 742511
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Kilgraston is a 
leading Catholic 
boarding and day 
school for girls 
aged 5-18. 
O� ering day and boarding education, Kilgraston 
has something to inspire every young woman. 
We are a school with traditional values but with 
a modern and forward-looking perspective on 
education. Education is not just about exam 
success; developing interest and talents, nurturing 
an understanding of di� erent cultures, and 
emphasising our personal responsibility as global 
citizens are vital. As such, a Kilgraston girl bene� ts 
from a wealth of opportunities to extend and 
enrich her educational experience. We o� er over 
50 extra-curricular activities and enjoy modern, 
state of the art facilities including 
a Science Centre, Sixth Form Study 
Centre, excellent boarding accom-
modation, 25m swimming pool, 
all-weather astro-turf pitches and 
Scotland’s only school equestrian 
centre. 
Having been named ‘top 
performing independent school for 
Advanced Highers’ by best-schools.
co.uk in 2015, Kilgraston girls 
routinely achieve outstanding sets 
of results. At Advanced Higher, 
90.5% of grades were A-B against a 
national average of 59.3%. In 2018, 
64% of girls are applying to study 
a STEM undergraduate course and 

in 2017, 100% of girls were accepted into their 
choice of university. Kilgraston has an exceptional 
reputation for girls gaining entry into top Scottish 
universities. 
When Kilgraston girls leave us to go on to further 
studies, we are certain that they will continue 
to channel their talents and become leaders 
for tomorrow. Our girls leave Kilgraston with an 
embedded sense of individualism, con� dence, 
humility and a desire to achieve the very best 
she can, in her own chosen � eld. Our girls don’t 
compromise on success, they inspire it. 
You are invited to join us at our Open Day on 
Saturday February 3, 2018  from 11am-2pm. The 
sta�  and pupils would be delighted to meet you 
and show you our outstanding facilities. Please do 
let us know you are coming so that we can have 
your personalised welcome pack ready for your 
arrival.
For further information or to book a visit, 
please contact 
Mrs Amanda Johnstone: 
admissions@kilgraston.com | 01738 815523

Lomond School – 
A Great Place to 
Live and Learn 

‘At all stages of the school, children and young 
people are highly motivated and actively involved 
in their learning. They are 
respectful, hard-working and 
respond very well to the overall 
high-quality learning experienc-
es’. Education Scotland
Located in the picturesque 
coastal town of Helensburgh 
with its safe community 
environment and excellent 
transport links, Lomond School 
has a long tradition of boarders 
from the West Highlands and 
Islands. 
Lomond o� ers a wide-ranging 
curriculum including eight 
National Fives as S3/S4 and 
the traditional � ve Highers 

in S5. Extracurricular activities include hockey, 
rugby, sailing, skiing and canoeing. The Duke of 
Edinburgh Award is another signi� cant feature 
and Lomond has enjoyed great success carrying 
out expeditions both locally and abroad. 
Boarders at Lomond bene� t from excellent 
facilities with the new Burnbrae boarding house, 

built in 2003, o� ering comfortable lounges, 
a gym and mostly twin en-suite study 
bedrooms. Lomond also allows male and 
female siblings the opportunity to live 
together in the same boarding house and 
families are also o� ered the � exibility of 
weekly boarding. 
Lomond School Principal, Johanna 
Urquhart said: ‘Here at Lomond we 
pride ourselves on taking an individual 
approach to the education and care of 
each and every pupil. Boarding provides a 
particularly rewarding experience thanks 
to our family ethos, excellent facilities and 
professional, dedicated sta� ’. 
Families interested in � nding out more 

about the admissions process, booking a tour 
or arranging a taster session can contact our 
admissions o�  ce: admissions@lomondschool.com 

10 Sta�ord Street, Helensburgh G84 9JX | Phone: +44 (0)1436 672476 
e-mail: admissions@lomondschool.com | lomondschool.com

Lomond School invites applications for August 
2018 entry from P1 to S6. 

If you would like to visit the school and see what Lomond 
has to o�er or find out more about the application 

process, please contact the Admissions O�ce.

Application deadline: 12th January 2018

Inspiring
Potential
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Districts review 2017

Runners kick o�  from the start of the Carradale Canter 
10K. 25_c26canter03

THE COURIER takes a look back at some of the most 
memorable moments throughout Kintyre in 2017.

Hundreds of spectators run along the riverbank as Carra-
dale celebrated the ‘last ever’ duck race. 50_c39duckrace07

Gigha’s boathouse bay was lined with spectators to catch a glimpse of the Gigha Raft Race. 50_c31gigha15

Kenny McLellan took part in the fun Killegruer caravan 
and campsite’s fun day. 25_c29killegruer06

GLENBARR

GIGHA

Dodgy sheri�  Alan Walker tried to take the golf club 
whisky before he had won the treasure hunt at Carradale’s 
harbour day in. He is pictured with Lorna Campbell, left 
and Gillian Kitson. 25_c30harbourday08

Glenbarr War Memorial chairman Colour Sergeant Robbie 
Semple and piper Calum O’Hanlon stand at the foot of the 
cenotaph as Glenbarr remembered the district’s war dead. 
50_c46glenbarr01

CLACHAN

CARRADALE

Skeletons, mummies and scary creatures gathered at 
Clachan’s combined Hallowe’en and bon� re celebration. 
25_c45clachanbon� re02
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STIRLING United Auctions (Thursday December 
28, 2017) sold 4,661 prime sheep comprising 3,288 
lambs selling to an average of 190.5ppk and 1,373 
ewes and rams.

Lambs (3,288) Errol Enterprises (Tex) £114; 
Doune Farms (BTex) £110; Drummie (X) £100; 
Southfi eld (Suff) £98; Shanry (X) £97; Westwood 
(Chev) £95; Eastmill (BF) £92.

Lambs (3,288) Berrydyke (BTex) 229p; West Le-
thans (Tex) 228p; East Bracklinn (X) 213p; Mer-
ryhill (Suff) 203p; Ardachearnmor (Chev) 201p; 
Easter Craigduckie (Char) 192p; Eastmill (BF) 
188p.

Ewes (1,373)- Hill of Errol & West Carse (Tex) 
£140; West Carse (Suff) £114; Hill of Errol (Chev/
Mule) £104.50; Ardoch & Threepland (HB) £100; 
West Lundie (BTex) £97; Stacks (BFL) £91; Broad-
shean (Char) £90; Easter Greenhill (X) £87; Flass 
(Mule) £85; Longcarse (BF) £50.

Rams - Wester Coldrain (Tex) £90; Wester 
Coldrain (X) £80.50; Loanhead of Duchally (Chev) 
£80; Netherurd (Suff) £77.

Stirling, United Auctions (Wednesday Decem-
ber 20, 2017) sold 61 store cattle and 112 cast cows 
and forward cattle, also sold 984 store and feed-
ing sheep.

Bullocks (19) averaged 189.63p to 247.30ppk for 
a 372kg LimX from Lurgan and to £990 for 554kg 
CHX from Longfaugh.

B&W bullocks (18) averaged 131.16p to 
134.70ppk for a 501kg HFX from Nether Pratis, 
and to £675 for a 501kg HFX from Nether Pratis.

Heifers (24) averaged 190.86p to 232.80ppk for 
a 232kg SimX from Townhead, and to £940 for a 
492kg SimX from Lochlands.

Cast cows (90) averaged 125.36p to 183.90ppk 
for a LimX from Scrogton and to £1530 for a CHX 
from Lesliepark.

Dairy cows (22) averaged 85.36p and to 
103.30ppk for a HFX from Carneil, and to £835 for 
a HFX from Carneil.

Bullocks: 250-300kgs- Townhead £595, Town-
head 214.00p; 301-350kgs- Lochelbank £620, 
183.40p; 351-400kgs- Lurgan £920, 247.30p; 401-
450kgs- Mid Wellwood £980, Lurgan 219.20p; 
451-500kgs- Longfaugh £990, 200.00p; 501-

550kgs-  Longfaugh, 167.30p; 551-600kgs – Long-
faugh £990, 178.70p.

Heifers: Up to 250kgs- Townhead £540, 230.80p; 
301-350kg- Townhead £660, 208.90p; 351-400kgs- 
Townhead £770, Lurgan 209.90p; 401-450kgs- 
Lurgan £870, 201.40p; 451-500kgs- Lochlands 
£940, 191.10p; 501-550kgs- Balnabroich £900, 
172.40p.

OTM Cows: £ per head – Lesliepark (CH) 
£1530; Upper Auchenlay (Cont) £1390; Easter Cl-
unie (Sim) £1210; Macmerry (AA) £1210; Hillend 
(Lim) £1190; Balnabroich (BS) £1030.

PPK- Scrogton (Lim) 183.90p; Lesliepark (CH) 
173.79p; Graystale (AA) 151.00p; Upper Auchen-
lay (Cont) 150.80p; Braendam (Sim) 145.60p; 
Braendam (BS) 134.30p.

OTM Bulls: £ per head- Barns of Airlie (Lim) 
£1390; Hillhead (CH) £1,130; Burnside of Bal-
haldie (AA) £1,170.

PPK- Hillhead (CH) 196.90p; Barns of Airlie 
(Lim) 110.10p; Burnside of Balhaldie (AA) 99.00p.

United Auctions also sold 984 store lambs and 
feeding sheep.

Leading Prices: Millhouse (Tex) £69; Skelmorlie 
(TexX) £60; Linnwater (BF) £60.

Stirling, Caledonian Marts (Wednesday De-
cember 20, 2017) sold 102 store cattle and suck-
led calves, 37 breeding cattle, 250 store lambs and 
feeding ewes, and 58 cast cows and bulls.

Bullocks averaged 202p per kg, selling to 252p 
for Limousins from I O Warren, Coull, Islay and to 
£1,040 from East Kerse, Lochwinnoch.

Heifers averaged 188p per kg selling to 197p 
again for Limousins from East Kerse and to £960 
from the same beast.

Bullocks per head:- £990 Ardgate, £960 Ardgate, 
£950 Cameron Farm, £940 Coull (Islay).

Bullocks per kilo:- 244p & 242p Coull (Islay), 
240p Coull (Islay).

Heifers per head:- £950 & £940 East Kerse, £900 
& £880 East Kerse.

Heifers per kilo:- 192p Lowe Dalkeith,  190p & 
188p East Kerse.

Also forward were 37 breeding cattle comprising 
of in-calf cows and in-calf heifers.

Topping the sale at £1,220 was a Shorthorn X 

heifer in-calf from Auchyle, Port of Menteith.
Other leading prices; £1020 & £1000 Auchyle, 

£980 Auchyle,  £900 Crawtree Farming, £880 
Lowe Dalkeith.

Included in the sale were 58 cast cows and bulls.
With a smaller show forward and a very large de-

mand due to the Christmas trade, all cows would be 
dearer on the week.

Beef cows averaged 125p selling to 178p from 
Pendreich, Bridge of Allan and to £1,150 from Bal-
aclava, Islay.

Bulls and overage males sold to 163p from 
Balquharrage, Lennoxtown and to £1,400 from the 
same home.

Other leading prices:
Beef cows per head: £1,140, £1,120 & £1,060 

Balaclava (Islay), £1,040 (Twice) Pendreich,  
£1,040 Harvieston.

Beef cows per kg: 165p Pendreich, 153p, 152p, 
149p & 148p Balaclava (Islay), 146p Eorabus, 
143p Shankhead.

Also forward were 250 store and feeding sheep.
Lambs sold to a top price of £53 for a pen of Suf-

folks from Couston Farming Co, Colintraive.
Other leading lamb prices; Texel £49 Roseberry 

Estate,Texel X £46 Ardchonnel Farms, BF £41 Ar-
dchonnel Farms,  Cross £40 Couston Farming Co.

Feeding ewes sold to £69 for a pen of Texels from 
Roseberry Estate, South Queensferry.

The next prime cattle, cast cow and bull sale and 
calves and stirks sale was due on Thursday Janu-
ary 4.

United Auctions in Stirling (Thursday December 
21, 2017) sold 5,344 prime sheep comprising 4,159 
lambs selling to an average of 175.1ppk and 1185 
ewes and rams.

Lambs (4,159) Coilavoulin (BTex) £108; Er-
rol Enterprises (Tex) £98; Claysyke (Suff) £91.50; 
South Flanders (Char) £90; Kynachan (X) £86; Lit-
tle Raith (Mule) £82.50; Killearn Home (Chev) 
£81.

Lambs (4,159) Coilavoulin (BTex) 245p; Luck-
enburn (Tex) 214p; Craggan (X) 190p; Craggan 
(Chev) 195p; Ancaster (Suff) 194p; Pitkevy (Mule) 
190p; Balmyre (Char) 190p.

Ewes (1,185)- Humeston (Tex) £122; West Lun-

die (BTex) £116; Shannocher (Chev) £113; Shann-
ocher (Suff) £97; Meadowbank (Mule) £84; West 
Lethams (X) £73; Glenhead (BF) £57.

Rams- South Ballaird (Con) £95; Murieston 
(Chev) £70.

 United Auctions in Stirling (Wednesday Decem-
ber 21, 2017) sold 61 store cattle and 112 cast cows 
and forward cattle, also sold 984 store and feed-
ing sheep.

Bullocks (19) averaged 189.63p to 247.30ppk for 
a 372kg LimX from Lurgan and to £990 for 554kg 
CHX from Longfaugh.

B&W Bullocks (18) - averaged 131.16p to 
134.70ppk for a 501kg HFX from Nether Pratis, 
and to £675 for a 501kg HFX from Nether Pratis.

Heifers (24) – averaged 190.86p to 232.80ppk for 
a 232kg SimX from Townhead, and to £940 for a 
492kg SimX from Lochlands.

Cast Cows (90) - averaged 125.36p to 183.90ppk 
for a LimX from Scrogton and to £1,530 for a CHX 
from Lesliepark.

Dairy Cows (22) - averaged 85.36p and to 
103.30ppk for a HFX from Carneil, and to £835 for 
a HFX from Carneil.

Bullocks: 250-300kgs- Townhead £595, Town-
head 214.00p; 301-350kgs- Lochelbank £620, 
183.40p; 351-400kgs- Lurgan £920, 247.30p; 401-
450kgs- Mid Wellwood £980, Lurgan 219.20p; 
451-500kgs- Longfaugh £990, 200.00p; 501-
550kgs-  Longfaugh, 167.30p; 551-600kgs – Long-
faugh £990, 178.70p.

Heifers: Up to 250kgs- Townhead £540, 230.80p; 
301-350kg- Townhead £660, 208.90p; 351-400kgs- 
Townhead £770, Lurgan 209.90p; 401-450kgs- 
Lurgan £870, 201.40p; 451-500kgs- Lochlands 
£940, 191.10p; 501-550kgs- Balnabroich £900, 
172.40p.

OTM Cows: £ per head – Lesliepark (CH) 
£1,530; Upper Auchenlay (Cont) £1,390; East-
er Clunie (Sim) £1,210; Macmerry (AA) £1,210; 
Hillend (Lim) £1,190; Balnabroich (BS) £1,030.

PPK- Scrogton (Lim) 183.90p; Lesliepark (CH) 
173.79p; Graystale (AA) 151.00p; Upper Auchen-
lay (Cont) 150.80p; Braendam (Sim) 145.60p; 
Braendam (BS) 134.30p. OTM Bulls: £ per head- 
Barns of Aldie (Lim) £1,390; Hillhead (CH) 

£1,130; Burnside of Balhaldie (AA) £1,170.
PPK- Hillhead (CH) 196.90p; Burns of Aldie 

(Lim) 110.10p; Burnside of Balhaldie (AA) 99.00p.
United Auctions also sold 984 store lambs and 

feeding sheep.
Leading Prices: Millhouse (Tex) £69.00; Skel-

morlie (TexX) £60.00; Linnwater (BF) £60.00.
Caledonian Marts Ltd (Tuesday December 26, 

2017) sold 3,113 prime lambs, ewes and tups.
The market fi nished off 2017 with a bang, with 

the biggest show and best average of the season, 
with 2,702 lambs averaging 189.1ppkg (+14.1p on 
the week), with 605 (45.6kg+) averaging £89.78 
(+£4.74 on the week).

Top price of the day was shared by Doune Farms, 
and DS & RC Taylor, Easter Ochtermuthill for a 
52kg Beltex at £105, and a 52kg Suff at £105 re-
spectively.

Top price per kg went to J & D McNicol, White-
cross for a cracking 43kg Beltex at 230ppkg.

Leading prices:
Lambs pounds per head:- Beltex £104 Cuiltburn,-

Texel £103 Kinneil Mill,  Beltex X £103 Meikle 
Seggie, Texel X £102 Linkshead, Cont £100 Bra-
co Castle, Suff £98 Linkshead, Suff X £96 Leyden, 
Mule £84 Meikle Seggie, BF £75 Plean Cottage

Lambs per kilo:- Beltex X 227p Braco Castle, 
Beltex 225p West Lundie, Texel X 217p South 
Flanders, Texel 212p Meikle Seggie, Suff X 207p 
Fullerton, Suff 200p Annfi eld, Mule 174p Coul-
shill, BF 177p St Mungo’s, 

Also forward were 353 cast ewes and tups. Ex-
port ewes averaged £42.94. 

Heavy ewes averaged £66.21 A smaller show 
of ewes forward resulted in trade maintaining re-
cent rates.

Top price of the day went to J & D McNicol, 
Whitecross for a pair of Texels making £119.

Other leading prices: Texel - £116, £113 & £108 
Ballinloan, £106 Over Finlarg, £102 Wester Kep-
dowrie. Suff - £98 Whinneyhall, £80 West Kirk-
ton. Chev -  £88 Ballinloan, £86 Isle Cottage. Cross 
- £85 Kilt,  £79 Craighall. Blackface - £54 Coul-
shill, £46 West Kirkton,  £43 Linkshead. Tups - £92 
Wester Whitefi eld (BFL), £78 Greystone Cottage 
(Zwartble).

Brexit, co-operation and 
public support is crucial
THE SUPPORT of 
governments and the 
public will be cru-
cial factors if Scot-
land is to prosper in the 
post-Brexit era, writes 
NFU Scotland vice 
president Martin Ken-
nedy.

As part of the union’s 
work on identifying the 
best Brexit options for 
Scottish farming and 
crofting, I joined fel-
low board member An-
gus MacFadyen and 
deputy director of pol-
icy Andrew Bauer on a 
study trip to Norway to 
examine the much-dis-
cussed ‘Norwegian 
model’.

It was clear to all that 
Norwegian agriculture 
is recognised and sup-
ported by its govern-
ment and the vast ma-
jority of the public.

And although Nor-

Martin Kennedy - Norway trip . 06_a01nfusKennedy01

way is only around 50 
per cent self-suffi cient 
in food, farming is a 
business that is on an 
upward trajectory. The 
reason for this is two-
fold.

Firstly, relative to 
Scottish farmers, Nor-
wegian costs are high. 
However, what they re-
ceive in terms of price 
for their product plus 
how they are support-
ed makes up the differ-
ence and more.

Secondly, the gener-
al public in Norway is 
connected to agricul-
ture compared to the 
relative disconnect we 
have here. That leads 
to a real apprecia-
tion of what agricul-
ture is doing, not only 
by way of providing 
a high-quality prod-
uct but by recognis-
ing farmers as essential 

players in looking after 
the environment. This 
explains why they have 
no need for extra envi-
ronmental measures as 
they feel agriculture in 
Norway is already do-
ing a pretty good job.

Although Norway is 
not a member of the 
EU, it is a member of 
the European Econom-
ic Area agreement and, 
as such, pays a sub-
scription to trade with 
EU member states.

This has some cave-
ats attached. They must 
take on board a fair 
percentage of the regu-
lation that is common-
ly agreed throughout 
Europe, but non-mem-
bership of the EU also 
has its advantages 
when it comes to their 
own agricultural policy 
and support.

Co-operation is key, 

and the regulation 
structure which has 
kept farm sizes the 
same for generations 
has helped this pro-
cess. Virtually all prod-
uct prices are set, to a 
degree, by the co-ops.

Arable cropping re-
ceives an area-based 
support and some of 

this cropping takes 
place on some really 
challenging land. They 
still have milk quotas 
for the dairy industry, 
which is well support-
ed, and also receive a 
headage payment. Not 
bad considering the 
milk price is currently 
57p per litre.

Most herds are 
milked by robots and 
a 40-cow dairy herd, 
which is quite large by 
Norwegian standards, 
can deliver a good liv-
ing.

The beef and sheep 
sectors are also well 
supported, both by way 
of headage payments 
and a grazing manage-
ment payment paid on 
an area basis. It doesn’t 
end there, as there is 
also support for the ac-
tual kilos of meat pro-
duced.

If you have 300 
ewes or more you are 
deemed to be a pretty 
big sheep farmer. One 
young farmer we vis-
ited had just over 300 
ewes and had just in-
vested £300,000 in a 
new slatted sheep shed. 
He did receive a grant, 
as he was a young 

farmer, but £1,000 per 
ewe investment is still 
truly amazing.

As there is consider-
able support delivered 
on either a produc-
tion basis or indeed by 
way of a headage pay-
ment, it begs the ques-
tion of how the Nor-
wegians get around 
World Trade Organisa-
tion regulation when it 
is paying everything on 
acreage and headage? 
The answer puts things 
into perspective.

According to the Nor-
wegians, it is not a pro-
duction or headage 
payment. It is an envi-
ronmental and cultural 
sustainability payment, 
but delivered through 
area and headage.

Surely this only goes 
to show that where 
there’s a will, there’s a 
way.

Christmas livestock market round-up . . . Christmas livestock market round-up . . . 
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Last chance to 
vote for your 

FINALISTS!

Angus Cat
Dunstaffnage, Oban

014

Marni Jack Russell Terrier
Caol, Fort William

029

Scooby-Doo Dog
Inveraray

038

Max Cat
Lochgilphead

037

Mr Bigglez Staffordshire Bull Terrier 

Bowmore, Isle of Islay

068

Daniel Goldfi sh
Lochgilphead

072

Meg Dog
Kilmichael Glassary, Lochgilphead

111

Ozzy Dog
Oban

073

220

Archie Lhasa Apso
Oban

207

Max Cheviot tup lamb
Oban

Bracken Boxer
Fort William

127

Cooper Cavachon
Oban

125
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I would like to vote for:
Pet number*:......................................................................

Pet’s name:  .......................................................................
Please post to Wyvex Media, Pet Idol VOTE, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll, PA34 4HB, or votes can also be handed in to our offi ces in 
Oban, Fort William, Lochgilphead and Campbeltown.
*Pet number must be supplied.  This can be found at the top left of each pet photograph. 
Photocopied voting coupons will not be accepted and will not count as one vote. 
You may send in multiple voting coupons in one envelope.
Votes must be received by 10am, Monday 8th January. 

VOTING COUPON Round 4

Time to vote for your  TOP TEN!
The votes just keep pouring in...
We have been completely 
overwhelmed by the sheer volume 
of votes since we launched Pet Idol. 
Our readers truly love their pets.
We have now reached the top 20 and 
voting is now open for our final ten. 
Because of the Christmas festivities 
and the pressure on the postal 
service we will allow votes to be cast 
into the new year.
The closing date for entries is 10am 
on Monday 8th January and a voting 
coupon will appear in every issue 
between now and then.

Votes must be received by 10am, Monday 8th January. 
You can vote for as many pets as many times as you like. Only one pet can be voted for on each voting 
form. Just make sure you use the number quoted on the pet’s photograph when voting. Photocopied 
coupons will not be accepted. One coupon counts as one vote. We will also accept multiple vote cou-
pons in one envelope. Good luck to the 20 hopefuls.

270

Grayson Siberian kitten
Lochgilphead

277

Bear Dog
North Connel

280

Hamish Cockapoo
Tarbert

282

Keira 
Boxer/Staffordshire Bull Terrier cross Oban

328

Isla Dog
Oban

329

Daisy Jack Russell/Bichon Frise cross

Campbeltown

332

Blue Dog 
Oban

348

Finn Cockapoo
Campbeltown
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The Oil and Pipelines Agency is a Public Corporation formed by the Oil and Pipelines Act 1985.  Our 
current primary purpose is to manage, operate and maintain 6 Naval Oil Fuel Depots and 1 Petroleum 
Storage Depot for the Secretary of State for Defence.  The sites are spread across the UK, with 4 in 
Scotland, 2 on the south coast of England and the Petroleum Storage Depot is located in Cheshire.  We 
have around 120 employees.
Our Head O�  ce is currently based in London at Aviation House, 1st Floor, Zone A, 125 Kingsway, London 
WC2B 6 NH.  You can obtain some further information from www.gov.uk/opa
A new and exciting opportunity has arisen for an apprentice Mechanical Technician to join our team at 
our Campbeltown Oil Fuel Depot, Kilkerran Road, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6RD.
The successful candidate will be enrolled on 3-4 year Mechanical Technician apprenticeship programme. 
The Mechanical Engineering Apprenticeship Program is designed to develop your expertise across 
a breadth of operational and technical areas of the business.  Your plant based training program is 
supported by the nationally recognised apprentice framework structure (PEO 2 SVQ/NC Mechanical 
Maintenance / SVQ Level 3).  We support the apprentice framework / standard with all the relevant 
technical certi� cates to enable the apprentices to develop their skills in all aspects of mechanical 
engineering. You will not only gain valuable skills and knowledge around Engineering but you will also 
learn all aspects about working within a COMAH Bulk Liquid Operations Site. In the area of Process Safety 
you will gain valuable insights into all aspects Process Safety study techniques, COMAH requirements, 
Human Factors and Functional Safety. We provide a positive environment together with a strong safety 
and team working culture. The programme is run in conjunction with Inverness College. 
The � rst year (30 weeks) will be based at Inverness College and structured around a term time framework 
with the successful candidate required to attend college over a number of weeks. 
Years two and three are based at the OFD Campbeltown under a mentorship programme.  

Here are some of the tasks that the successful candidate will be doing:
• Routine maintenance of fuel storage equipment.
• Fault Finding and repair for OFD Campbeltown, including plant and equipment.
• Fixing faults or arranging for replacements to be installed.
• Overhauling and replacing parts according to schedule.
• Fit and assembly of mechanical components making use of appropriate machinery/hand tools.
• Be responsible for the fi lling out of Job sheets, planned maintenance cards.
• Carry out PPM and extra work requirements in adherence to set engineering standards in accordance 
with HASAWA requirements.
The starting salary is £11,000 per year (dependant of age raising to £18,000 in the � nal year of the 
apprenticeship).  The hours are 07.30 am. until 16.00 pm. Monday to Friday (37 hours per week).
Whilst this vacancy is for an Apprentice Mechanical Technician at our Campbeltown Depot, we o� er 
opportunities for individuals to develop their careers across other aspects of the OPA business (Project 
Engineer, Mechanical Engineer, Process Safety Engineer etc).
Our Engineering Apprentice Program will ensure a well-rounded exposure to all of these areas of 
Engineering and we will provide you with the opportunity to make a genuine impact in a company 
with a pioneering spirit.
We are looking for Candidates who are hardworking, reliable, trustworthy and keen to learn and 
develop themselves within the Engineering and the Bulk Liquid Storage Industry.  You need to be able 
to demonstrate good communication and problem solving skills and are able to work as part of a team.
You must have minimum quali� cations of National 4/Intermediate1/Credit Standard Grade in Maths 
English and a Science.

Apprentice 
Mechanical 
Technician

Contact: Mr Mathew Nicholson, Competency 
Assurance Manager
Tel: 07590646757 
Email: Mathew.Nicholson@oilandpipelines.com

Vacancy Closing Date 31 January 2018 
Interview Start Date 1 March  2018
Possible Start Date August / September 2018

RECRUITMENT
IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Visit: www.key.org.uk

support workers

Key is a leading Social Care provider working across Scotland for adults with disabilities.  
We provide person centred support to individuals to live in their own homes and be 
active citizens; enabling each individual to use their talents, fulfi ll their dreams and be in 
control of their lives. 
If you are looking for a rewarding job with a well established, sustainable organisation 
which has an excellent reputation for supporting its workforce then this could be the 
job for you!  Key offer excellent support and training alongside a range of benefi ts and 
opportunities for career progression. 
We are currently looking for people who:-
 • Enjoy and have experience of working with people
 •   Have a positive attitude to life and a commitment towards making a difference to 

the lives of people with disabilities
 • Have excellent life skills and the ability to share these with others
 •  Have common sense and can understand and adhere to Codes of Practice and 

Care Standards
Experience of working with adults with disabilities although desirable is not essential as 
full training and ‘on the job’ support will be provided. 
For informal discussion or support contact: Stephen.Riches@key.org.uk

support for people with disabilities at 
home and in the community.

For an application form and job description, please visit our website at www.key.org.uk 
email: jobs@key.org.uk or tel: 0141 342 1892.

closing date for applications is 19th January 2018.
Key, Key Support and Key Housing are names used by Key Housing Association Ltd, 
a charity registered in Scotland, No SC006652.

and relief support workers
Fort William
a range of contracts and opportunities available
hourly rate: £9.00 (£8.50 - induction rate)
relief support workers: £8.50 per hour
ref no for all posts: SWR/FOR/6066

HGV Driver C + E.  
A CV can be emailed to 
mackinnonhaulage@

btconnect.com or 
contact 01879220044 or 

07767402937.

We are starting our search for 2018 seasonal staff to work 
along the Crinan Canal, one of Scotland’s most beautiful 

tourist attractions! 
Information about Scottish Canals and full details of 
the role, including the role description and hours of 

work, can be viewed on our ‘Join Our Team’ section of 
our website at www.scottishcanals.co.uk

Crinan

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT
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Notice of intention to move
Please be aware that there will 
be a total of 9 abnormal load 
movements from the CS Wind 
factory to Cambeltown harbour 
between the hours of 20:00 and 
06:00 on the dates 8th, 9th,10th, 
11th and 12th of January 2018. 
These will include the  following 
roads - A83, Millknowe Road, 
Aqualibrium Avenue, Kinloch 
Road and Hall Street. Can you 
please refrain from parking on 
these roads on the dates and times 
stated, parking on Hall Street in-
particular between 20:00 and 
06:00 will be suspended.
Many Thanks, ALE

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

ARGYLL & BUTE  COUNCIL
COMMUNITY SERVICES : EDUCATION
REGISTRATION OF INFANT BEGINNERS IN PRIMARY 
SCHOOLS
SESSION 2018/2019
Children who attain the age of five years between 1 March 2018 and 28 February 2019 should be registered for 
education during the week commencing 15 January 2018.
Parents concerned should take their children to the appropriate local primary school on one of the school days 
during the above week between the hours of 10.00am and 3.00pm.
Gaelic Medium Education
Gaelic Medium Education is available in the following schools:-  Bowmore Primary School, Islay; Tiree Primary School, 
Tiree; Salen Primary School, Mull; Bunessan Primary School, Mull; Rockfield Primary School, Oban; Strath of Appin 
Primary School, by Oban and Sandbank Primary School, Dunoon.  Further information on Gaelic Medium Education can 
be obtained from Catriona Garvin, Education Support Officer: Gaelic, catriona.garvin2@argyll-bute.gov.uk. 
A leaflet providing information for parents on enrolment of children in school and giving details of placing request 
procedures (including under age placing requests) may be obtained from any school or from Community Services, 
Argyll House, Alexandra Parade, Dunoon, PA23 8AJ (Tel: 
01369 704000).
ANN MARIE KNOWLES
Acting Executive Director: Community Services

PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEERS

MACQUEEN
BROS LTD

Removals/Storage 
& Self Storage
Full range of packing 

materials
Glengallan Road

Oban, Argyll
PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE

HOOK DATA 
SERVICES

•Hardware, Software
•Advice, Repairs
•Consumables

Crinan Harbour by 
Lochgilphead PA31 8SW
Tel: 01546 830157

Call in
or phone

COMPUTER SERVICES

PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS LOCALLY
Call 01586 554646 or 

01546 602345 to advertise 
your business in our local services

WINDOW REPAIRS  BUILDING AND JOINERY SERVICES

  Vehicle Hire and Sales
Burnbank Street, Campbeltown Argyll, PA28 6JD

Tel: (01586) 554480 Fax: 01586 551414
Email: enquiries@kintyrehire.com  

www.kintyrehire.com

Car, Van, Minibus, 4 X 4 and Trailer 
Hire throughout Kintyre and Mid-Argyll

MOT TESTING 
Finance is available on New and Used Cars

VEHICLE HIRE AND SALES FLOORING

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/
campbeltowncourier

www.facebook.com/
argyllshireadvertiser

PUBLIC 
NOTICES
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www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Campbeltown Courier, Argyllshire Advertiser or The Oban Times and your ad will also appear 

online at  www.westcoastclassifi eds.co.uk. Simply use the coupons on this page or visit the website and input your details there

WHY NOT CELEBRATE A 
LOVED ONE’S BIRTHDAY

 WITH A  PERSONAL NOTICE?
Call 01586 554646
 or 01546 602345

 BABY EQUIPMENT
FISHER-PRICE precious 
planet 2 in 1 wind up 
mobile, suitable for cot 
or buggy, £20 Telephone 
01631 562750².
HIGH CHAIR Child’s 
folding high backed 
high chair incorporating 
tray, rarely used and in 
excellent condition. Yellow 
in colour, £15 Telephone 
01631 562750².

 BUILDING / DIY
R E P L A C E M E N T 
CHIMNEY POTS for older 
houses, ornate Victorian/
Edwardian pots in 
various sizes and colours, 
£40 Telephone 01631 
564578².

 FURNITURE
READY BED Child’s 
infl atable jungle ready 
bed, used twice and 
in excellent condition, 
£15 Telephone 01631 
562750².

 GARDEN
SUN LOUNGERS Malibu 
black,  set of two, 1 in 
excellent condition, 1 
still in original wrapping, 
cost £50, sell for £40 
Telephone 01631 
562750².
VINTAGE CART WHEELS 
and smaller implement 
wheels. Colourful garden 
display items. Prices from 
£30 Telephone 01631 
564578².
VINTAGE CHIMNEY 
POTS Vintage chimney 
pots in various sizes 

and styles, make lovely 
garden planters. Prices 
from £40 Telephone 
01631 564578².
VINTAGE LAWN 
ROLLERS cast iron and 
decorative, for working 
use or colourful garden 
feature, various sizes 
from £90 Telephone 
01631 564578².

 HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD , white, blue and 
pink colours in stock, 
available in A3/A4/A5 
sizes, from 13p per sheet. 
Contact Krisp Print on 
01586 554975.

 LEISURE AND 
LIFESTYLE

HOT STICKS by 
Babyliss, in carry case 
and in excellent condition, 
£25 Telephone 01631 
562750².

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS featuring 
spectacular photography 
of some of our most 
scenic lochs, rivers, 
beaches and mountains. 
Places include: Stirling, 
Fort William, Glencoe, 
Aberdeen, Isle of Skye, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Loch Lomond, Kelso, 
Aviemore, Forfar, Rum 
and Eigg, Shetland, 
Glentrool and Dryburgh. 
Always a popular gift for 
family and friends at home 
or abroad. Order on-line 
at www.scottishcalendars.

co.uk or telephone 01371 
851868.
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALENDAR, 
fabulous views of 
the West Highlands 
portrayed in this handy 
and conveniently 
sized calendar. Places 
include: Inveraray, 
Appin, Oban, Seil, Isle 
of Mull, Campbeltown, 
Tarbert, Machrihanish, 
Fort William.  Ideal for 
home offi ces or as a gift. 
Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk 
or telephone 01371 
851868.

 MISCELLANEOUS
WATER FEATURE 
bronze effect, mermaid on 
a shell pool with 3 glass 
lights, photo available. 
Cost £350, sell for 
£99.99 Telephone 01631 
562750².

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

P R O M O T I O N A L 
MATERIAL , market your 
business effectively with 
professionally designed 
leafl ets, posters and fl yers 
from Krisp Print. Contact 
on 01586 554975.
THANK YOU CARDS 
new baby or wedding, 
with a photo of your new 
arrival or big day.  Truly 
individual, a treasured 
keepsake. Call Krisp Print 
on 01586 554975.

worth 

£35.85

3 FREE 
Large Scottish Field Calendars 

with every new 1 Year online subscriptionwith every new 1 Year online subscriptionwith every new 1 Year online subscription

worth 

£35

Subscribe at www.campbeltowncourier.co.uk/subscriptions 
and use code SUBOFFERSF

• Save £39 on a subscription
• Behind the paywall access to campbeltowncourier.co.uk*

• Delivery of weekly “page fl ipper” copy of The Campbeltown Courier*

• Delivered fi rst thing Friday - no waiting
Limited numbers, whilst stocks last. Calendars sent to one UK address.



George Street, Campbeltown

Sunday 7th January
11.15am  Worship Service

Rev Rodger Crooks
Wednesday 10th January
12.30pm Bible Study and 

Prayer

All Welcome
www.campbeltownfreechurch.co.uk
Scottish Charity Number: SC046745

Burnside Street, Campbeltown
01586 552046

Sunday Services
10.30am Morning Service

(Army Kidz)
6.30pm Evening Worship

Wednesday
12.15pm Lunch Club
1.30pm C.A.M.E.O.

7.00 pm Make & Munch 
Craft  Group
Thursday

7.30pm Bible Study 
Majors Ben & Ruth Russell

All welcome

Campbeltown Corps
Church and Community Centre

Sunday Service
11.00 am

with Sunday school
followed by refreshments

Youth Fellowship
Check our Facebook page for 

information
Mainly Music

10.00 – 11.30 am
Every Thursday (term time only)

Registration required
Pastor Chris Holden

We meet at the Guide Hall, Kinloch Road
www.campbeltowncommunitychurch.co.uk

SC043322

LORNE AND 
LOWLAND

PARISH CHURCH
Scottish Charity Number 

SCO11686
Sunday 7th January

11.15am Morning Worship  
Rev P Wallace   

SCO02493
Sunday 7th January 2018

The service, which is a 
sacrament of baptism, 

will be conducted
 by Rev William Crossan

and will be held in the church 
at 11.15am

All welcome.

SPRINGBANK 
EVANGELICAL

CHURCH

75 Longrow, Campbeltown
Sunday 7th January

11am Songs of Praise Service
All are welcome

Pastor Steve Davies
Wednesday 10th January

Bible study and prayer
7.30pm at the manse

Enquiries 01586 551200
www.springbankchurch.co.uk  

SCO14646

CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND WEST 
LOCHFYNESIDE
Sunday 7th January 2018

Cumlodden 
Lochfyneside and 

Lochgair
Charity No. SC016097

Morning Service
in Lochgair Church

at 10 am
Glenaray and Inveraray

Charity No. SC016665
Morning service

in Inveraray Church
at 11. 30 am

Preacher:
Margaret Sinclair
ALL WELCOME

Argyll Street, Campbeltown
St Kiaran Episcopal Church: 

Campbeltown
Scottish Charity No SC023277

Sunday 7th January
EPIPHANY

Holy Communion 10.45am
 Enquiries Tel: 01586 551141

The Scottish Episcopal Church is a Province of 
the Worldwide Anglican Communion

LIVING STONES 
CHRISTIAN 

CENTRE
KILMARTIN

Sunday 7th January
Service at 11 a.m

Speaker: Graham McLean
‘Refl ections’

Followed by a light lunch
ALL WELCOME

CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

GLASSARY 
KILMARTIN 

and FORD 
PARISH 

CHURCH
7th January 2018

Morning Worship
Glassary 10am
Rev. C Acklam
All welcome
SC0 02121

NORTH KNAPDALE
PARISH CHURCH

Charity Number SC001002
Sunday 7 January 2018

New Year Resolution
Enjoy life to the full with Jesus

Morning Worship
Inverlussa Church 11.30am

Rev C Acklam
Monday 8 January

Prayer Time 10.30am
Tayvallich Church

Café Connect resumes 
13th January 2018 

All welcome
Enquiries 01546 606926
www.northknapdale.org

SCOTTISH 
EPISCOPAL 
CHURCHES
Christ Church
Bishopton Road, 

Lochgilphead
(SC013787)

Sundays 11.00am
Eucharist & Coffee

St Columba’s, 
Poltalloch

(SC031391)
1st Sunday of the month 

9.00am Holy 
Communion 

3rd Sunday of the month
3.30pm Evensong

Father Simon Mackenzie
01546 602315

ST MARGARET’S 
R.C. CHURCH

LOCHGILPHEAD
Holy Mass Sunday 10am

All Saints, Inveraray
Holy Mass Sunday 12.30pm

Fr. David Connor
01546 602380

All Welcome (SCO002876)

ARDRISHAIG AND
SOUTH KNAPDALE

PARISHES
(The Church of Scotland)

Sunday Services in
Ardrishaig at 11:00am
Achahoish at 12:30pm

Mid Week Pause
Wednesdays

from Noon till 2:00pm
in Ardrishaig Church.

Stay as long as you like
(includes corporate worship

12:45pm—1:15pm)
Feel free to come and go,

as you are able

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND

Sunday 7th January
10am TBA

Tarbert Service 11.30am
Joint service in Tarbert 

Free Church
Rev Robert MacLeod
Everyone welcome

For all church enquiries and 
pastoral care

Contact Rev. Hilda Smith,
 Interim Moderator
on 07826 235735

Tarbert & Kilberry SCO02622
Skipness SCO04280

SKIPNESS LINKED 
WITH TARBERT 
LOCHFYNE AND 

KILBERRY

CHURCH NOTICES

ST. KIERAN R.C. 
ST JOHN ST, 

CAMPBELTOWN
01586 552160

Rev Tony Wood
No Vigil Mass at

St. Kieran’s;
Sunday Mass, 

St Columba’s, Bridgend, 
Islay, 4.00pm

All Welcome
(SCO02876)
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CHURCH NOTICES

TEXT
FOR THE WEEK

‘Oh, the depth of the riches of 
the wisdom and knowledge of 

God!’ (Romans 11:33).

BIRTHS
CLARK - Stephen and 
Ammie (Fleming) are 
delighted to announce the 
birth of their daughter, 
Lucy Matilda Clark, on 
November 12, 2017.  First 
grandchild for both Mark 
and Amanda Fleming, 
and Pat and Anne 
Clark.  Sincere thanks to 
midwives at Mid Argyll 
and all staff at Royal 
Alexandra Hospital.

RUBY WEDDINGS

MCCALLUM - 
MCSHANNON 

On January 6, 1978 at 
the Highland Parish 
Church, by the late

Rev C M Henderson, 
Raymond to Elizabeth.  

Kelmscott, 
Campbeltown. 

DEATHS
MACCALLUM - 
Peacefully at home, 
115 Ralston Road, 
Campbeltown, on January 
1, 2018, Neil Scally 
MacCallum, in his 94th 
year, beloved husband 
of Elizabeth Galbraith 
(Betty), much loved 
dad of Elise and Mary, 
father-in-law of Sandy 
and Graham, loving 
granda of Iona, Lorna, 
Lindsay and Kirsty and 
great granda of Finlay 

and Lucy.  Service in the 
Highland Parish Church, 
on Saturday, January 6, 
2018 at 11.00am, funeral 
thereafter to Kilkerran 
Cemetery.  Friends please 
accept this intimation and 
invitation. Family fl owers 
only please.  A retiral 
collection will be held 
in aid of the Highland 
Parish Church and the 
Community Nurses, 
Kintyre Locality.
MASON - Peacefully, 
at Monklands Hospital, 
Airdrie, on December 
28, 2017, Rachel Mary 
Galbraith, in her 74th 
year, Arran Drive, 
Cumbernauld, dearly 
beloved wife of the late 
William Mason (Billy), 
much loved mum of Ross 
and Eric, and mother-in-
law of Paulene.  Service 
in the Lorne and Lowland 
Church, on Monday, 
January 8, 2018 at 
2.00pm, funeral thereafter 
to Kilkerran Cemetery.  
Friends please accept this 
intimation and invitation. 
Family fl owers only 
please.
MCFARLANE - On 
December 24, 2017, 
suddenly but peacefully, 
at Royal Alexandra 
Hospital, Paisley, Jenny 
McFarlane, née Archer, 
in her 96th year, beloved 
wife of the late Angus 
McFarlane, much 
loved mother of John, 
Margaret and the late 
Joe and a dearly loved 
sister, mother-in-law, 
grandmother and great 
grandmother, sadly 
missed by all.  Funeral 
service at Tarbert Free 
Church, on Saturday, 
January 6, at 11.00am, 
interment thereafter at 
Carrick Cemetery, to 
which all family and 
friends are respectfully 
invited.  Family fl owers 
only please, donations 
if desired to Cancer 
Research UK.

MCKERRAL - 
Peacefully, at the Queen 
Elizabeth University 
Hospital, Glasgow, on 
December 27, 2017, 
Donald McKerral, in his 
95th year, 10 Drumore 
Gardens, Campbeltown, 
dearly beloved husband of 
the late Fiona McCallum, 
much loved brother of 
Jamie and a loving uncle.
MCMASTER - 
Peacefully, at the 
Kintyre Care Home, 
Campbeltown, on 
December 30, 2017, 
Flora McIlchere Scally 
McMaster (Fiona), in her 
78th year, 8 Castleacres, 
Campbeltown, dearly 
beloved daughter of 
the late Alex and Flora 
McMaster and a loving 
and much loved aunt.  
Service in the Lorne and 
Lowland Parish Church, 
on Friday, January 12, 
2018 at 1.00pm, funeral 
thereafter to Kilkerran 
Cemetery.  Friends please 
accept this intimation 
and invitation. Family 
fl owers only please.  A 
retiral collection will be 
held in aid of Alzheimer 
Scotland.
VAN POECKE - At 
the Campbeltown 
Hospital, on January 1, 
2018, Michael Andrew 
Van Poecke, in his 
36th year, 96 Longrow, 
Campbeltown, beloved 
son of Rob and Linda, 
stepson of Dominique, 
much loved brother of 
Christopher and loving 
uncle to Gabriella and 
Amelia.  Service in 
the Highland Parish 
Church, Campbeltown, 
on Tuesday, January 9, 
2018 at 1.00pm, funeral 
thereafter to Kilkerran 
Cemetery. Friends please 
accept this intimation 
and invitation. A retiral 
collection will be held in 
aid of Cancer Research 
UK.

ACKNOWLEDGE-
MENTS

MCAULAY - The 
family of the late Neil 
McAulay would like to 
thank everyone for the 
many kind expressions of 
sympathy following their 
recent sad loss. Grateful 
thanks to all who helped 
care for Neil, allowing 
him to remain in his 
home. Special thanks to 
Rev William Crossan for 
a comforting service and 
to Kenny and Rhys Blair 
for their professional 
services. Finally, our 
thanks to all who came to 
pay their respects.
PAUL - Ann would like 
to thank everyone for 
the kind expressions 
of sympathy, cards, 
fl owers and especially 
the support of friends 
received following the 
sad loss of her mum, 
Jean.  Sincere thanks 
to the Lochgilphead 
doctors, district nurses, 
ambulance staff and staff 
at Glenaray Ward for their 
care of Mum. Thanks 
also to Rev C Acklam for 
his comforting service 
and Roddy McDonald 
of Donald McDonald 
Funeral Directors for his 
guidance and effi cient 
service. 

IN MEMORIAMS
DURNIN - In loving 
memory of my dear sister, 
Joan.
Loved and remembered 
today and always.
- Lorraine xxx

MCLEAN - Agnes, 
Promoted to Glory on 
January 6, 2008. Our 
dearest Nana, ten years 
have passed but we will 
miss you forever.
- Love you, Senga, Sean 
and Millie, and Maureen, 
Eddie and family xxx.
Precious memories of our 
dear mum.
- Forever in our hearts, 
Rene, Flora and Carolin 
xxx
MCMILLAN - In loving 
memory of my dear 
husband, William (Bill), 
who died January 5, 2000. 
The years pass by, but 
memories stay,
Loved and remembered 
every day.
- From his wife, Mary 
and sons, Robert and 
Laurence.
Also remembering a 
loving son and brother, 
Dickie Brown, who died 
January 19, 2017. Always 
in our thoughts.



FROM OUR FILES

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Est. 1978Funeral Directors
& Monumental Suppliers

T.A.Blair LtdT.A.Blair Ltd
Funeral Directors

& Monumental Suppliers

Burnside Street, Campbeltown
Funerals carried out in Campbeltown, 

Kintyre and throughout the UK
For personal attention assured at all times
Telephone Alasdair, Kenneth or Rhys

(01586) 552918 or Mobile 07810 443473
blairfunerals@btinternet.com

Agents for

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which 
relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications owned by 
Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited 
Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The 
Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and 
comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement 
by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on 
acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed 

by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the 
Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher 
reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of 
the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and 
Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to 
recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be 
settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the 
Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned 
by any total or partial failure (however caused) of publication or 
distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement 
is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission 
in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the 
Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of 

the advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable refund or 
adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be 
made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract 
from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within fourteen 
days of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total liability of 
the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount 
of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular 
advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a 
further or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably 
comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the 
Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling 
upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened legal 
actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one or 
more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy 

instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/
Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order 
by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with 
the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 
days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  
In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment 
interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the 
due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a 
late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late 
payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given 
and to raise an additional invoice for the discount which will be treated 
as though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our 
conditions.

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/
campbeltowncourier

www.facebook.com/
argyllshireadvertiser
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Thought for 
the Week
with Marilyn Shedden

‘LIFE is a journey to be experienced, not a 
problem to be solved,’ said Winnie the Pooh.

I just love the wisdom in these wonderfully 
enchanting stories.

I think I gain more from them now as an 
adult than I did as a child.

There are profound truths tucked away 
amidst the honey pots of life.

Endings and beginnings play a big part in 
our lives and at the start of a new year we of-
ten look backwards and forwards with both 
nostalgia and anticipation.

Life is indeed a journey, and sometimes it’s 
just like the A83 – full of potholes! There 
are hazards that rock us out of our comfort 
zone and we struggle to get back on the road 
again.

At other times, we look forward to good 
times – family weddings planned for the year 
ahead, holidays to anticipate, good things in 
store – like Pooh’s honey which sweeten the 
days.

Life is a journey but sometimes we can 
make it into a problem-solving exercise.

We angst over things that might never hap-
pen; we try to work out solutions which are 
impossible; we waste precious time worry-
ing.

Life is for living in the here and now and 
we should grasp it while we can.

This new year will bring its joys and sor-
rows as every year does because it is a jour-
ney.

We are blessed if we have friends who walk 
beside us on our journey who will sing with 
us when we’re happy and who will weep 
with us when we’re sad, and who will rescue 
us from the potholes.

May God go ahead of you this year and 
bless you with love and with friends as you 
journey through this year.

TEN YEARS AGO
Friday January 4, 2008
First to wed in Burnet
A NEW chapter has been written for the 
old Campbeltown Library.

The A-listed building on Hall Street, 
designed by John James Burnet in a 
Scots Renaissance style in 1896, is now 
being used as offi ces by Argyll and Bute 
Council and on Friday played host to its 
fi rst civil wedding.

Two wedding suites have been creat-
ed along with offi ces and on Friday John 
Lamont and Nichola Martin were mar-
ried by Linsay MacPhail, assistant reg-
istrar (pictured far right).
TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO
Friday January 8, 1993
Hospital heralds new era for 
Campbeltown
MONDAY heralds a new start for the 
people of Campbeltown with the trans-
fer of the fi rst patients to Campbel-
town’s long-awaited new hospital.

The quiet echoing corridors of the 
hospital, waiting to serve the needs of 
the  community, are more reminiscent 
of a luxurious hotel with wall to wall 
carpets and tasteful decor.

Due to be offi cially opened in March, 
hopefully by a member of the roy-
al family, Campbeltown Hospital will 
welcome patients from January 11, 
when the Cottage Hospital patients and 
nursing staff will transfer to their new 
quarters, followed by the Calton Mater-
nity Unit on January 12 and the Witch-
burn and Calton care of the elderly hos-
pitals over the next two days.

Hospital employees are rightly proud 
of the building and its facilities, from 
the offi ce staff and the porters to the 

After the ceremony, Elizabeth Kelly, far 
left, presented the couple, centre, with a 
bottle of champagne on behalf of Argyll 
and Bute Council. 

nurses and doctors, who have been 
working in less than ideal conditions 
for many years.

For Dr Roddy Jackson, the senior 
partner in the local group practice, this 
month is a personal triumph.

He said: ‘I was promised a new hos-
pital when I came here 20 years ago. 
We have struggled long and hard, but 
it’s been worth waiting for.’
FIFTY YEARS AGO
Thursday January 4, 1968
Great effort by board
THE HIGHLANDS and Islands De-
velopment Board is launching an ex-
tensive tourism advertising campaign 
this week.

Aimed at the English market, the 
campaign will run until the spring.

The drive is the fi rst of its kind to be 
enjoyed by any area of Scotland.

A new range of coloured brochures 
and pamphlets has been produced to 
support the advertisements.

The board has brought in temporary 
staff especially to cope with the inquir-
ies which the campaign is expected to 
engender.

‘The whole exercise has been mount-
ed by the board and will be run from 
its I nverness offi ces,’ the spokesman 
added.

‘It is one of the steps we are taking to 
put the Highlands on a basis compara-
ble with that of its international tourist 
competitors.’

Throughout its preparations for the 
campaign the board has received as-
sistance and advice from the Scottish 
Tourist Board and local tourist associ-
ations.
ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO
Saturday January 5, 1918
Good Templar new year concert
THE ST. KIARAN Lodge of Good 
Templars organised a variety concert 
for New Year’s Night in the Templar 
Hall in place of the time-honoured an-
nual festival, and the departure was 
such a success that we believe the ven-
ture is likely to be repeated in future 
years.

The hall was packed with an enthu-
siastic audience, whose anticipations 
of a most enjoyable evening were ful-
ly realised.

Bro. A. McLean, C.T., presided and 
at the outset made some appropriate re-
marks, in which he welcomed the large 
audience, whose presence betokened 
that they were in sympathy with the 
aims and objects of the lodge and in-
vited all to rally to the standard in the 
fi ght against intemperance and person-
ally identify themselves with the life 
and work of St. Kiaran’s.

A splendid variety programme was 
submitted and was admirably sustained 
by the respective artistes, who one and 
all earned the heartiest plaudits of a 
most appreciative house.
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Left to right: David MacBrayne, club captain John McDowall and John 
Marrison. 

New Year loony dookers take to the sea at Torrisdale.

Torrisdale dookers 
plunge into 2018

Wind batters Dunaverty’s 
New Year competition

NEW ZEALANDERS 
spending the fes-
tive season in Kintyre 
joined a group of wild 
swimmers for an im-
promptu loony dook 
at Torrisdale on New 
Year’s Day.

While the McKin-
lay family’s homeland 
down under enjoyed 
summer temperatures 
of between 20°C and 
30°C, it was much 

closer to freezing on 
Kintyre’s wintry east 
coast.

Relatives of the Ma-
calister Halls, the visi-
tors stayed at the fam-
ily’s Torrisdale Castle 
home, and joined sev-
eral others in the chilly 
aquatic adventure on 
January 1.

Emma Macalister 
Hall is part of the Car-
radale Wild Swimmers 

group which took the 
plunge at 2pm, with 
members inviting 
friends and family to 
join in.

Mrs Macalister Hall 
said: ‘I was stunned to 
see a massive turnout 
on the beach!’

Around 17 swim-
mers took to the water, 
ranging in age from 
Mrs Macalister Hall’s 
seven-year-old Zoe to 

84-year-old Ray Lee, 
who recently moved to 
the area.

Carradale Wild 
Swimmers group has 
enjoyed a year of 
twice-weekly outdoor 
swims. Members were 
motivated to form the 
club after joining char-
ity swimmer Kirsty 
Black in one of her 
daily December dips 
in 2016.

Heavy rain and strong 
winds affected the 
scores in Dunaverty 
Golf Club’s New Year 
competition.

The elements com-
bined to keep scores 
on the high side in the 
fi rst competition of 
2018, as players tried 
to post winning scores 
to add to their Christ-
mas competition to-
tal to get a combined 
score for both events.

John Marrison, win-
ner of the Christmas 

competition, Danny 
Halliday and Robert 
Irvine were the main 
contenders for the 
combined score but 
it was John who pre-
vailed to edge Danny 
out by two shots.

David MacBrayne 
continued with his re-
cent good form to win 
the New Year event by 
fi ve shots and the cap-
tain’s prize of a bot-
tle of Highland Park 
whisky.

Results – New Year 

competition: 1 David 
MacBrayne 76-12=64, 
2 Bill Brannigan 81-
12=69, 3 Sandy Watson 
79-9=70 (bih), 4 Don-
ald Brown 94-24=70, 5 
Robert Irvine 80-9=71 
(bih), 6 John Marrison 
89-18=71 (bih).

Christmas and New 
Year combined net 
score: 1 John Marrison 
71=71=142, 2 Danny 
Halliday 73=71=144, 
3 Robert Irvine 
76=71=147, 4 Donald 
Brown 82=70=152.

THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £1550
SPOT THE BALL

All you have to do
We have removed the football from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where 
you think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum 
of 10 attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1. If you wish to 
have more attempts, you must enter on separate coupons.  
The game starts with a jackpot of £250 and will increase by 
£50 per week until it is won outright.
To win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must be in the 
exact centre of the ball.
Entry will be void if crosses overlap. Prizes will be shared 
between those submitting correct entries.
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 
will be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will 
be awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 
per 10 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to reach 
"Spot the Ball" Competition, The Campbeltown Courier, 
Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll 
PA28 6AE by 4pm on Tuesday. No refunds will be given for 
entries received after the deadline. You may hand it into The 
Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown by the 
same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, 
mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as 
proof of delivery.
The company’s decision will be final on all matters relating to 
the competition and no correspondence will be entered into. 
The final decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition 
null and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make 
full refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has 
entered the competition at that time.
Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their immediate 
relatives and any persons otherwise connected with the 
competition are ineligible to enter.

I enclose £1 for 10 crosses (tick box)  The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 10, but you 
may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide 
by the rules. How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Ten crosses may be put on this coupon 
for £1. Crosses must not overlap Send to ‘Spot the Ball’ Competition, Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, 
Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6AE

LAST 
WEEK’S 
BALL 
WAS 
HERE. . .

Name ...................................................................................................................
Address ...............................................................................................................
.......................................................................... Tel No. .......................................

Please 
tape your 

£1 coin here
(if posting)

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

Raymond Gosling
Tormhor
Carradale

Mr J Martin
Mill Road
Campbeltown
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NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING
Recycled paper made 

up 75.5% of the 
raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004

Dippers descend at Dalintober
Dippers head for the depths down the slip at Dalintober as a result of the high tides. Photo by Campbell Fox.

Michael Foreman barbecued the sausages. Greig Walker and Campbell Fox manned the rescue boat.

The Courier 
team were  
‘cyclist’ Mark 
Davey and 
a pair of 
octopuses 
in Hannah 
O’Hanlon 
and Rebecca 
Harvey. 
50_c01dipfordosh09 
Photo by Warren 
Harvey.

In fancy dress 
for the big 
dip in aid of 
charity were 
Jamie McLean, 
Catriona 
Semple and 
Dawn Miller.

Alison Fox and Morag McLean were all smiles.

A PAIR of octopuses, 
a lobster, two bananas, 
a cockerel and possi-
bly a pharaoh took the 
plunge at the fi fth Dal-
intober Dip for Dosh.

In addition, a large 
contingent wore tradi-
tional swimming gear, 
including bikinis, as 
they splashed round 
the bay formed by the 
old quay.

Piper Ian McKerral 
played tunes including 
Campbeltown Loch 
and Mull of Kintyre to 
encourage dippers into 
the water.

High spring tides 
meant there was no 
beach for the tradi-
tional run into the surf. 
Bathers entered down 
the slip and many 
chose to jump into the 
water.

Numbers were slight-
ly down on 2017, 
which was attributed 
to fl u that has caused 
many to suffer a pro-
longed infection.

None of this seemed 
to bother the large 
crowd of spectators, 
in cool but dry con-
ditions, who fi lmed 
and photographed 
the event from North 
Shore Street.

Later a party atmos-
phere developed as 
swimmers tucked into 
a buffet lunch, includ-
ing barbecued sau-
sages, largely provid-
ed by members of the 
Dalintober Beach Re-
generation Group and 
Campbeltown Sailing 
Club.

As the Courier went 
to press the total raised 
at the event was still to 
be fi nalised.

Mark Davey
editor@campbeltowncourier.co.uk


