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Hunt is
on for
the lost  
moat of 
Brodick
Castle

The cast of Pinocchio after their opening night performance in Lamlash. Review and more pictures on pages 
16 and 17. 20_b50pino01A team of archaeologists was 

on Arran this week, hunting  
for the lost moat of Brodick 
Castle.

Already research has shown 
that there is a strong likeli-
hood that a moat ran round 
three sides of the three land-
ward sides of the castle but it 
has lain hidden for more than 
200 years.

Now archaeologists from 
the National Trust for Scot-
land are making their most 
detailed search yet for the 
missing moat.

The team spent several days 

Pinocchio panto peformed at Lamlashon the island using ground 
penetrating radar and map-
ping where the moat once 
was.

The trust has hired Dr Olly 
O’Grady of OJT Heritage to 
carry out the work. 

He said: ‘Radar allows you 
to tell what is underground 
to great depths of up to three 
and four metres and the other 
advantage is it can operate 
over tarmac and other hard 
surfaces.’

Leading the work is the 
trust’s head of archaeology 
Derek Alexander. He said 
the geophysical study is the 
‘next stage’ after they exca-
vated a small site where they 

years ago.
There they found the rubble 

from a 13th century wall. He 
believes the moat could have 
been partly natural and partly 
manmade given the nature of 
the land surrounding the cas-
tle.

‘The moat is a natural 
dumping ground for pottery, 
for bones and anything else 
that was thrown away,’ Mr 
Alexander said.

The location of the moat also 
needs to be found because of 

the developments planned at 
the castle, including a pro-
posed new visitor centre as 
part of a £9 million redevel-
opment masterplan, reported 
in The Banner in October.

Part of that could see some  
of the moat being uncovered 
for display under the visitor 
centre. But Mr Alexander 
said: ‘Whether we want to 
uncover it or avoid it we have 
to know where it is.’

the Brodick site in the sec-

ond half of the 13th century 
and was extended at different 
periods during the turbulent 
centuries which followed.

At some point, and it is not 
yet clear when, a three-sided 
moat or ditch appears to have 
been dug round the castle, 
which sits on a small hill of 
bedrock, to improve defenc-
es.

evidence of the castle moat is 
in the writings of Martin Mar-
tin, an early Scottish writer 

who travelled extensively 
across Scotland.

In his 1695 book A Descrip-
tion of the Western Isles of 
Scotland he describes the 
castle as being built in a long 
form.

He adds: ‘The castle is four 
stories high, and has a tower 
of great height joined to the 
north side, and that has a bas-
tion close to it, to which a 
lower bastion is added. The 
south and west sides are sur-

Continued on Page 2
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8-seater taxis available

Ardrossan Harbour to:

Glasgow Airport
£35.00

Prestwick Airport
£25.00

Return bookings and other 
prices on request.

It pays to advertise in the Arran Banner

HENDRY’S FUNERAL SERVICES LTD
15 Glen Avenue, Brodick

Your Local Independent Funeral Director
S A I F Member

All funeral arrangements
Agents for Golden Charter Funeral Plans and 

Robertson Memorials
Tel Clair on 01770 302233

Head of archaeology Derek Alexander, left, and Dr Olly 
O’Grady with the ground penetrating radar equipment.
20_b50moat01

Continued from Page 1
rounded with a broad wet 
ditch, but the east and north 
sides have a descent which 
will not admit of a wet ditch. 
The gate looks to the east.’

Evidence
And this certainly ties in 

with other historic evidence 
which suggested the sea fac-
ing front of the castle had a 
steep slope down to the sea.

Remarkably, according Mr 
Alexander, there are very 
few written records in the 

Boxing Day 
Dook
The annual Boxing Day 
Dook will take place at Lam-
lash Pier at 2pm Boxing Day.

There will be a piper, soup, 
mulled wine and mince pies 
and prizes for the best fancy 
dress.

All donations received will 
go to the Royal National 
Lifeboat Institution. 

Because of the low tide 
there will be no jumping off 
the pier this year. 

At 3pm there will be a quiz 
in the Drift Inn in support of 
the Philippines typhoon fund.

The Auchrannie Resort has been 
named the winner of this year’s 
Herald commitment to the com-
munity award at a lavish cere-
mony celebrating the best family 
run businesses in Scotland.

Now in its second year, The 
Herald’s Scottish Family Busi-
ness Awards recognise the very 
best in Scottish business, the 
length and breadth of the country 
and across all industries.

The Johnston family were rep-
resented at the ceremony in the 
Grand Central Hotel in Glasgow 

by estate manager David John-
ston who was accompanied by 
general manager Richard Small.

The Auchrannie’s involvement 
with a wide range of island char-
ities, volunteer organisations and 
its close ties with other island 
businesses were all factors that 
resulted in winning this prestig-
ious award.

Speaking after collecting the 
award Mr Johnston said ‘This 
award is very special to the entire 
team and as a business we are all 
very proud of how much we are 

able to supports others through 
the success of Auchrannie.’

News of this latest accolade 
rounds off another award-win-
ning year for Auchrannie which 
has seen it named by TripAdvi-
sor as the number one family 
hotel in the UK (25th best in the 
world). DRAM magazine also 
crowned Auchrannie as its 2013 
‘Independent hotel of the year’, 
whilst VisitScotland named 
Auchrannie as the best hotel in 
South West Scotland at the This-
tle Awards.

Midnight in 
Machrie
The Arran Jazz Cafe Band 
has released a new CD just 
in time for Christmas.

‘Midnight in Machrie’ 
was recorded earlier in the 
year with Jon Hollingworth, 
featuring  15 hits from the 
band’s recent repertoire.

It is available at the usual 
outlets - Inspirations, and 
the Book and Card Centre in 
Brodick, and the Pillar Box 
in Whiting Bay. 

Witnesses 
sought after 
wall damaged
Police are appealing for wit-
nesses after a section of wall 
at Brodick Castle was dam-
aged by a vehicle.

Between Friday 22 and Sun-
day 25 November a six foot 
section of wall was damaged 
between the entrance to the 
castle and country park and 
Merkland Wood north of Cla-
dach.

Police would like to hear 
from anyone who may have 
seen the incident. Contact 
the police non-emergency 
number 101 and leave a mes-

castle which make reference 
to the moat.

The present castle was com-
pleted in 1844 but by then 

possibly around 1810 when 
the long centuries of con-

gradually became a country 
seat with formal gardens and 
tennis courts and other im-
provements.

should be complete early in 
the new year.

Pictured with the award are from left, general manager Richard Small, 
Leanne Scobie, of award sponsor the Grand Central Hotel and estate 
manager David Johnston. 

Auchrannie wins commitment 
to the community award

Search is on for lost 
Brodick Castle moat

‘This award is very special to the entire team and as a
business we are all very proud of how much we are able
to support others through the success of Auchrannie’
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It pays to advertise in the Arran Banner 

ARDROSSAN
HARBOUR
TO YOUR DESTINATION

Mainland Taxis
07921 998457
01294 463556
Glasgow City Centre £42

Glasgow Airport £35

Prestwick Airport £25

Irvine Central Hospital £14

Crosshouse Hospital £20

Ayr Hospital £32

Troon Harbour £22

Kilmarnock £23

Ayr £28
For other quotes just ask!
Friendly Reliable Service
www.mainland-taxis.co.uk
7 SEATER WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE VEHICLE 
AVAILABLE

A cheese made at the Isle of
Arran Creamery has been
voted one of the best ched-
dars in the world.

Creamery owner First Milk
is celebrating as its extra ma-
ture variety was rated best
cheddar at the World Cheese
Awards 2013.

The creamery won a ‘Super
Gold’ title which is awarded
by the judges from their se-
lection of Gold medal win-
ning cheddars. With just
one Super Gold awarded for
the whole cheddar category,
recipients of this title are
classed as one of the ‘World’s
Best Cheeses’.

Great pride
The creamery’s head cheese-

maker Paul Murray said: ‘It is
a huge honour to receive the
top cheddar award from the
judges. Our employees and
local supplying farmers take
great pride in the cheese we
produce and it’s fantastic to
get this recognition.’

The World Cheese Awards
took place on 27 November
in Birmingham, as part of
the annual BBC Good Food
Show, and 2,700 entries were
received from more than 30
countries. The awards bring
together buyers and sellers

Volunteer Michael Fisher in the new Footprints charity shop in Brodick. 

Arran cheddar is one of the 
best cheeses in the world

from the global food industry
and this year celebrated its
25th anniversary.

The judges included expert
cheese graders, producers,
buyers, chefs and food writ-
ers. Every entry is judged on
taste, aroma and texture.

This award comes at a busy
time for creamery owners
First Milk as it focuses more
on marketing its brands, in-
cluding Isle of Arran, into
expanding international mar-
kets.

Isle of Arran cheddar is
handcrafted at the Torrylinn
Creamery where a small team
of dedicated cheese makers
follow traditional methods,
using only milk from cows
that graze the island’s pas-
tures, to create this classic
cheddar.

The creamery is owned and
operated by First Milk - the
UK’s only major dairy com-
pany which is 100 per cent
owned by British farmers.

The company generates an-
nual revenues of £530 mil-

is headquartered in Glasgow
with eight manufacturing
sites across England, Scot-
land and Wales, employing a
total of 667 people.

A new charity shop has
opened in Brodick in time
for Christmas.

The Footprints Shop be-
hind the Douglas Centre is
being run by volunteers to
raise money for the elderly.

The shop has brand new
clothing and Hotter shoes
as well as second hand bric
a brac.

It will be open every
Wednesday to Saturday
from 10am to 4pm until
Christmas.

Volunteer Michael Fisher
said: ‘I hope people will
pop in and see us. We have
everything from a wedding
dress to a T shirt.’

Any donations new or
second hand will be grate-
fully received, and anyone
who wants to sell paintings
or crafts in the shop can do
so, if they make a donation
to the new Footprints char-
ity.

It aims to help the elderly
with heating bills, offer hard-
ship aid and give to other

good causes.
Michael also runs a prize

bingo at the MacKelvie Road

sheltered housing in Lam-
lash on Friday nights at
7pm.

Make steps to new charity shop‘Our employees and local 
supplying farmers take great 
pride in the cheese we
produce and it’s fantastic
to get this recognition’
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A very Victorian Christmas 
The sound of music and song 
rung through Brodick Castle 
at the weekend.

The venue held its annual 
Christmas Carol event which 
attacted a steady stream of 
visitors all day, despite the 
atrocious weather.

As always the castle cel-
ebrated the festive season 
in true Victorian style and 
throughout the sprawling 
building visitors found char-
acters from the Dickens’ nov-
el about the spirit of Christ-
mas.

Jacob Marley, the Ghosts 
of Christmas, Bob and Mrs 
Cratchett and, of course, 
grumpy Ebeneezer Scrooge 
himself all appeared as visi-
tors passed through the cas-
tle.

But it was not all gloom and 
doom. There were perform-
ances by the Brodick School 
Choir, the Arran Brass Band, 
Vivace and group of carol 
performers made up from 
singers around the island.

Santa
And of course, no Christ-

mas event would be complete 
without Santa in his grotto.

There was also a Christmas 
market, children’s crafts and 
mulled wine and mince pies 
in the cafe, meaning there 
was something for everyone.

Administration manager 
Chris Mills said they had ex-
panded the Dickens’ theme 
for this year’s event and said 
the feedback had been ‘very 
positive’.

A group of Victorian ladies in the kitchen. 20_b50carol03

Richard and Anne Hill, Robin Tweeddale (Ebinezer Scrooge), Chris Mills (Jacob Marley) and Diane Wright (lady in 
waiting) welcomed guests at the castle entrance. 20_b50carol01

Left: Seven-year-old 
Hamish Campbell meets 
Santa and his elf helper 
Francesca Hollow. 
20_b50carol04

Young singers from Brodick School Choir. 20_b50carol02
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‘His life was full of good 
and worthwhile things’ 

Rev Angus Adamson
Hundreds of mourners
packed a windswept Lamlash
Cemetery for the funeral of
policeman Tony Collins on
Tuesday.

The 43-year-old dad of three
was buried with full police
honours in the village where
his wife Lucy was born and
brought up.

PC Collins was one of the
three crew of the police heli-
copter which crashed into the
Clutha Vaults in Glasgow two
weeks ago, killing six others
in the pub.

More than 500 mourners
took the long walk up the
narrow road which leads to
the cemetery to pay their re-
spects joining his wife and
sons Ryan, 19, Innes, 12 and
six year old Gregor and other
family, including his mum
and dad Geoff and Margaret,
who live on Arran.

As many as 200 police of-

police division in Scotland
and beyond. One islander de-
scribed them disembarking
from the ferry as like a ‘sea
of black and white’.

Every rank
They were led by Police

Scotland Chief Constable Sir
Stephen House, deputy chief
constables and from every
rank in the service, showing
the high regard in which PC
Collins was held.

-
tish Fire and Rescue Alasdair
Hay was also there along
with politicians Justice Min-
ister Kenny MacAskill and
Glasgow City Council leader
Gordon Matheson.

PC Collins was a member
of the Police Scotland air
support unit and dozens of
full-time emergency serv-
ice personnel and volunteers
from Arran’s coastguard, am-

The huge gathering of mourners in Lamlash Cemetery. 

Hundreds pay respects in
final farewell

bulance and mountain rescue
teams were also there.

Many other friends from all
walks of Arran life also made
the long walk up the hill to
the cemetery.

As mourners waited in the
windswept cemetery the
hearse carrying PC Collins
was driven the mile long
closed route to his resting
place by three police outrid-
ers. A police hat lay beside

-

It was followed a few min-
utes later by four family cars,
again led by police outriders.

Lone piper
A lone piper then played

heads bare, through a 14
strong guard of honour and
across the crowded cemetery
of mourners, in silence and
with their heads bowed, to the
burial site.

The Rev Angus Adamson
invited the large crowd to
move closer to the gravesite
as he conducted the commit-
tal service.

He told mourners. ‘After a
terrible tragedy there can be
few more desolate places to
be than standing at a grave-
side on a bleak winter day.

‘And although we are not in
a church building today, there
is an old understanding in this
part of the west Highlands
and islands, that wherever
people gather round a minis-
ter and the word of God, there
is a church.’

There were no hymns sung
during the service at the fami-
ly’s wish.

The Rev Adamson said PC
Collins’ life was ‘full of good
and worthwhile things,’ but
said there was also a lighter
side to him telling how he was

known as ‘Barney’ on Arran
and how he had discovered
the hub of social life at the
‘legendary Shiski Disci’

‘He was a very sociable per-
son, good fun, with a great
sense of humour and liked
nothing better than a good
party,’ he added.

Born in Plymouth in Octo-
ber 1970, he lived in Malpas,
South Wales and Limekilns
in Fife before moving to Ar-
ran with his parents in 1985.

After sitting his Highers
at Arran High School, Tony
went on to study business at
Langside College but always
had a burning desire to join
the police.

After being turned down be-
casue of his asthma when he
was 17 undaunted he tried and

-
cepted at the age 25 and began
his training at Tulliallan.

His asthma was to prevent

long held ambitions, to be-
come a police diver or a dog
handler.

However, mourners heard
Tony loved his role as an
observer in the police heli-
copter and twice received
bravery awards. He married

his beloved wife Lucy, whom

Arran Heritage Museum in
2003.

Memories
As he concluded, the Rev

Adamson said: ‘All we have
for now are the tender, dear
and precious memories of
Tony as his life touched and
enriched ours, but those pre-
cious memories are what keep
the love alive and vibrant. For

now we must be content to let
him go and thank God for the
full, happy and rewarding life
he gave to us in Tony Col-
lins.’



• Do you have a 
story for

The Arran Banner?
Call our reporters on                 

01770 302142

PUBLIC HELP LINES
ACTION ON DEPRESSION 0808 802 2020
www.actionondepression.org   
BREATHING SPACE 0800 83 85 87
www.breathingspacescotland.co.uk  
CHILDLINE 0800 11 11
www.childline.org.uk   
CRUSE BEREAVEMENT CARE SCOTLAND 0845 600 2227
www.crusescotland.org.uk
SAMARITANS 08457 90 90 90
www.samaratins.org    
TOUCHED BY SUICIDE 01294 229087
www.touchedbysuicidescotland.org   
YOUNGMINDS 020 7336 8445
www.youngminds.org.uk
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Kilmory SWRI 
On Monday 9 December 
2013, the ladies of Kilmory 
SWRI were delighted to wel-
come Judith and Russell Por-
ter to the monthly meeting. 

Judith was the guest speaker 
for the evening and gave a 
very interesting demonstra-
tion on decorating a cake 
using jam. Judith started by 
asking each member to make 
a greaseproof paper piping 
bag. This may sound easy and 
if you follow Judith’s instruc-
tions, it is! 

Judith demonstrated each 
stage of the process from 
making royal icing, to pre-
paring, making and using the 

adding the colours to the de-
sign on the cake. Judith then 
presented the beautifully dec-
orated cake to the rural. 

Judith was thanked for her 
visit, the beautiful cake and 
the handout explaining the 
techniques used during the 
demonstration.

The competition for Christ-
mas table cloth was won by 
Sandra Smith and mince pies 
by May Macdonald.

Please remember members 
will be decorating Kilmory 
Hall for Christmas on Sat-
urday 21 December at 2pm.  
Everyone’s welcome to help.

The annual children’s 
Christmas party will be on 
Christmas Eve starting at 5pm 
in the hall where it is hoped 

of games, food and especially Businesses say the ShopArran 
weekend has been a resound-
ing success.

For the second year shops and 
outlets across the island were 
offering big discounts over the 
weekend.

And to get everyone in the 
festive mood many were offer-
ing everything from sweets to 
mulled wine and mince pies.

Such has been the positive 
feedback that shopkeepers say 
they already planning to repeat 
it again next year. 

What has also been encour-
aging this year is the number 
of visitors to the island shop-
ping over the weekend, some 
of whom appear to come just 
for the ShopArran bargains.

Sheila Barr at Friday’s Child 
at Home Farm said it had been 
a ‘fantastic’ weekend.

She said: ‘This is the second 
year of the event and it was 
certainly better than last year. 

‘I know a couple of groups of 
women come over especially 
for the weekend to get out of 

the city centre and we got a lot 
of trade, as always, from the 
Auchrannie and the Douglas 
hotels. But it was also fantas-
tic to see the number of locals 
out making it into more than a 
shopping trip, but a social out-
ing. I am really, really pleased.’

In Lamlash Janelle Paton at 
The Curtain House was equally 
pleased. She said: ‘The week-
end was absolutely great. I did 
extremely well. I would say 70 
per cent of my customers were 
holidaymakers and Saturday 

Round the Rurals
a visit from Santa!

The next meeting will be on 
Monday 13 January at 7.30pm 
in Kilmory Hall. This will be 
the birthday party and the 
competition for the evening 
will be a £2 decorated parcel.

Lamlash SWRI
On December 4 a meeting of 
Lamlash SWRI was held at 

members were among the 23 
ladies present.

The company had a most en-
joyable and informative dem-
onstration of greetings card 
and gift box making which 
was given by two of its own 
very talented members, Anne 
Gillies and Hilary Crawford.

The competition winners for 
the best cards of the evening 
were Kath Turner and Alison 
Thomson, and the exhibit was 
won by Vivienne Haigh.

The next meeting will be 
held on February 5 when the 
speaker will be Gary Lewis 
from the Arran Ambulance 
Service.

Kildonan SWRI
Tuesday 19 November  was 
Kildonan SWRI open meet-
ing with guest speaker Calum 
McNicol.

Members were given a very 
enlightening and interesting 
presentation and talk about his 
recent adventure when he was 
chosen to be part of a team of 
eight  like-minded adventur-
ers who were attempting to 

the North Atlantic Ocean in 
a sub-30 days time. The cur-
rent world record stands at 32 
days exactly. Unfortunately, 
he said, they did not man-
age to break the record but 
undaunted by this he said he 
would be willing to give it a 
try again.

Many varied questions were 
asked of Calum and all were 
answered with a smile, laugh 
and lots of detail.  Many 
thanks to Calum for a great 
open meeting and all who at-
tended, the ladies who donat-
ed the home baking and raf-

for making this a successful 

raised £65 for the Ayrshire 
Hospice.

The next meeting will be 
on Tuesday 17 December at 
7.30pm in Kildonan village 
hall, the theme being Christ-
mas beads and wreaths. The 
competition is the craft pro-
duced on the night.

Shiskine SWRI
At our December meeting our 
guest speaker was Fiona Dou-
bleday, who gave us a very 
interesting demonstration on 
willow wreath making. She 
is now growing the willow on 
the island and brought in vari-
ous examples of her work.

The competition of ‘best 
wrapped parcel’ was won by 
Elallie Ryder and the exhibi-
tion of ‘money box or piggy 
bank’ was won by Marion 
Brambles.

The children’s Christmas 
party is from 3pm till 5pm 
in Shiskine Village Hall on 
Christmas Eve.

The next meeting will be 
Wednesday 8 January 2014 
when our guest speakers will 
be Janis Heany and Rona Ful-
ton from the Riding for the 
Disabled Association.

ShopArran succ
price weekend r

Ann Tattersfield helps customers in Friday’s Child. 
20_b50shop03

There was great atmosphere among shoppers and staff 
at Arran Aromatics. 20_b50shop05

Two happy shoppers at the Arran

‘I think it is a worthwhile way to
get more people shopping locally’

CHRISTMAS TREES FOR SALE
Forest Office, 

Auchrannnie Road, 
Brodick

On sale now until 23rd Dec
Open Midday – 4.30pm
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was the busiest day for them.
‘I don’t get the footfall of the

shops in Brodick, but I think

off them. I will certainly do it
again next year.’

Takings well up

the Old Byre Showroom at
Machie and the Byre at Brod-
ick, said she did ‘very well’
and said takings were well up
at both shops.

‘I think it is a worthwhile
way to get more people shop-

ping locally and also to remind
them of the wide range of
products we have on offer on
the island, without going else-
where. I would certainly con-
sider repeating it.’

At Arran Aromatics shop
manager Hazel Roberson said
Friday and Saturday had been
‘very good’ but felt the atro-
cious weather hit the number
of customers on Sunday. She
felt the weekend sales had
been similar to last year.

‘What was brilliant was to

see was the mood of custom-
ers and staff which made it a
very enjoyable weekend for
everyone.’

Sheila Gilmore, executive di-
rector of VisitArran, said: ‘The
ShopArran weekend is a great
draw for the island.  The shop-
keepers and staff put in a lot of
work and it’s great to see their
efforts being rewarded.  Feed-
back so far from both busi-
nesses and customers has been
extremely positive - bring on
2014!’

ess will see cut 
repeated again 

Shopping in Arran Aromatics. 20_b50shop04

Where did you get that hat. Customers shop in Arran 
Active outdoor shop. 20_b50shop01

Sheila Barr with one of her ‘big bargain bundles’ in 
Friday’s Child. 20_b50shop02

The pop up shop set up by Ailsa McNicol of The Rock 
Pool in Brodick. 20_b50shop08

 Cheese Shop. 20_b50shop06

A busy day in Bunty’s. 
20_b50shop07

Andrew Walsh helps 
a customer at Arran 

Active. 20_b50shop09

Wishing our Customers a Very Merry Christmas 

and Happy & Prosperous New Year



press policy
WE AT The Arran Banner do our utmost to make sure that all our reports 
are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on occasion, mistakes 
can occur in the hectic process of producing a local newspaper.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in print. 
The 
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your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 
words in length for publication on this page. The 
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to refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses 
must be supplied, including on e-mails, to indicate 
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Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran. 
E-mail editor@arranbanner.co.uk

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Arran
Deliveries
Glasgow Depot
Arran Deliveries
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow G14 OHB

Arran Deliveries
The Parcel Point
Harbour Road, 
Ardrossan
North Ayrshire 
KA22 8BZ

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
Daily collection throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and surrounding districts

Tel: 01475 676 255
Fax: 01294 469 492

Open Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm
Accepting goods destined 
for the island

We deliver the goods
not excuses
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Support your local shops
Petrol prices
Sir,
Your 20 years ago page in 
a recent Banner brings yet 
again the focus on Arran’s 
sky high petrol prices and the 
consequent public dissatis-
faction at the lack of response 
by ‘the authorities’ to what is 
really a case of blatant prof-
iteering ignored by such peo-
ple as are in a position to do 
something about it.

I am not sure how interested 
the Arran population is in the 
real issues, but for the record, 
here is the background.

In the beginning (1947) a 
new power station was built 
at Brodick Pier by ‘the Hy-
dro’, connected by pipes to 
the then pier. 

This was the start of by far 
-

livering fuel.
Over the ensuing 50 years 

the pipes and tanks were de-
veloped extensively by BP - 
as the sole supplier to Arran - 
including, in the 90s, a brand 
new ship also servicing Mull.

Then, to the consternation of 
retailers on Arran and Mull, 
BP suddenly ‘upped and off’. 
The brutal truth is that popu-

no longer interest major oil 

Filling stations etc are now 
only viable for BP, Esso etc 
in populations of 100 million 
or so. Scotland is well below 
their attention span.

Enter then Scottish Fuels, 
understood to be owned by 
an Irish entrepreneur with, 
we understand.

The company traded, until 
recently, under such names as 
Q8 (Kuwait Oil) GB Oils, but 
Arran and Mull were an abso-
lutely goldmine and recently, 
of course, Brogan Oils, which 
reduced heating oils by al-
most 20pence a litre on their 
arrival, sadly succumbed to 
Scottish Fuels. 

The blunt truth is that all 
businesses strive for a mo-
nopoly situation which in 
such circumstances as this 
need to be controlled by ex-
ternal forces, such as govern-
ments.

Enter then three individuals, 
councillor Marie Currie, MSP 
Kenneth Gibson and MP Katy 
Clark and, sad to say, none of 

them has made the slightest 
dent in the price of petrol. To 
their eternal shame they all 
couldn’t or wouldn’t get to 
grips with what was a blatant 
monopolistic abuse of market 
power.

It therefore fell to me to gee 
-

ing to request a Monopolies 
Commission report, and this 
is the real nub of the matter. 

-
fused. ‘Too small for us,’ they 
said, ‘not really in the national 
interest.’ This is Westminister 
speak for ‘sod the islanders, 
you chose to live there, you 
take the consequences’.

Whilst it has to be accepted 
that the government cut their 

have failed in their duty to 
ensure reasonable competi-
tion and so the price of petrol 
here is still one of the highest 
in Scotland.

So there we are, and the 
question now is could a wrong 
be righted by an independent 
government?

The answer to me is obvious 
- Arran and Mull could not be 
any worse off than to keep the 
status quo. 

Westminster does not really 
care a damn about us, should 
we care a damn about them?

And can I just remind you 
again about the ‘bus fuss’ 
when the OFT, appealed to 
again by me, backed down 
for exactly the same reason.

Yours,
Bob Haddow
Whiting Bay

Box-like building
Sir,
In a report in the Arran Ban-
ner on 30 November the ar-
chitect for the new ferry ter-
minal was said to describe 
it as ‘castle-like’ and ‘quite 
Scottish’.

But the only pictures in my 
copy showed something box-
like and blandly ‘internation-
al’.

Please print the correct 
pictures, showing a build-
ing design which sensitively 
responds to its rural location 
and which reinforces the spe-
cial sense of place which per-
vades our beautiful island.

Yours
Geoffrey Botterill

Squirrels explained
Sir,
I would like to enlarge on 
what Ms Totty said about the 
red squirrels on Arran to the 
AGM of the Friends of Brod-
ick Castle.

In 1953 when my father 

Leone to the funeral and to 
help my mother pack her be-
longings from Auchmar part 
of Buchanan Estate. 

Before we left I suggested 
to her to tell the keepers to 
collect as many pairs of red 
squirrels as they could. Grey 
squirrels had already become 
numerous on the estate. Clev-
erly they captured eight, or I 
think, nine pairs. These came 
over in a van and were al-
lowed to calm down at Brod-
ick Castle for a night. Then 
the Brodick keepers took 
three pairs to different parts 
of Brodick ie Merkland, Cas-
tle Gardens and Corriegills. 
Two pairs to Whiting Bay and 
two pairs to Lamlash and two 
pairs to Lochranza.

They were seldom seen.
When mother became ill 

I came home from Lusaka, 
Gambia. After she died I re-
membered how punctilious 
the estate was to being in a 
stud stag to give a change of 
blood to the herd. I wondered 
if I should do the same for 
squirrels. I tried everywhere. 
Certainly it was not from Ed-
inburgh that I brought three 
pairs but south of the border 
somewhere.

They arrived and I let them 
calm down for a night then let 
them go in my walled garden 
where I grew my fruit. They 
dashed out of their cage - one 
headed for Goatfell, one for 
the beach, the rest for all the 
airts - never to be seen again. 

I was told there was French 
blood in them so it was good 
to hear from Ms Totty that 
eventually they had met a 
local squirrel and done what 
they were meant to do.

The DNA that she took 
showed west of Scotland and 
Belgian blood.

Yours,
LadyJean Fforde
Strabane
Brodick

The ponies, volunteers and riders from Arran Riding for the 
Disabled had a starring role at Santa’s Sparkle last weekend 
as they brought Santa from Lamlash Pier along the Shore 
Road to the Big Top on the front green. 

Tabitha, the pony, had Santa himself on top and Dan, fetch-
ingly dressed as a reindeer, brought along the sacks of presents 

of riding lessons before the big event - all in a secret location 
in case any of the children saw him! 

-
lected donations from the crowds of people who stopped to 
say hello to the reindeer/ponies. The fabulous amount of £585 
was raised – thanks to all local companies who donated prizes 
and to everyone who bought tickets on the day.

The group is currently on its winter break and will be start-
ing up again in March. It runs riding sessions for adults and 
children, for more information check out www.arranrda.btck.
co.uk

The Arran Riding for the Disabled young riders and 
volunteers who helped at Santa’s Sparke. 

Riding group praise support
at Lamlash big day

It is great to see the ShopArran event went so well at the 
weekend.

Go to any shopping centre, anywhere in the UK, and you 
will see the same shops again and again, all selling the 
same things.

Arran is therefore fortunate indeed to have such a diverse 
range of small shops, but to survive they need support from 
the islanders.

Of course their best months are bound to be during the 
tourist season, but they all deserve our support during the 
winter months when they stay open every day, often just 
for one or two customers, despite having the same over-
heads.

For a co-operative of shopkeepers to have got together 
for the second time for the ShopArran weekend of bargains 
is a sign of them working together and not in isolation.

I hope everyone reading this went along to support their 
local shops. But it was also good to hear that people are 
coming from the mainland just for the event. I suppose Ar-
ran may take some time to rival Glasgow as a Christmas 
shopping destination - but it’s a start.

If events like ShopArran and Santa’s Sparkle can bring 
people to the island at what would normally be a quiet time 
of year it can only help promote the island as a year round 
destination.

And it seems Arran is leading the way. Last weekend was 

campaign that encourages people to shop locally and sup-
port small businesses in the local community.

That is already happening on Arran, but let’s not get 
complacent. Whether on the island or the mainland, online 
shopping is set to beat all previous records this Christmas 
and of course it has its uses.

But if you are looking for something a little different or 
even a Secret Santa gift, remember your local shop may 
just have what you are looking for.

If you don’t they may not be there next time you want 
them.

‘For to us a Child is born, to us a Son is given, and the gov-
ernment will be on His shoulders. And He will be called 
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His government and 
peace there will be no end.’ (Isaiah 9: 6-7)



Arran Banner, Saturday 14 December 2013 www.arranbanner.co.uk NEWS 9

The stalls did a roaring trade in Whiting Bay hall. 

His Christmas lights are the talk of Whiting Bay. Bernie 
Jackson has lit up his home for the 24th year in a row 
and its all for a good cause. Any donations this year 
will go to the Arran Mountain Rescue Team. But Bernie 
says it could be his last, unless he can get his family 
involved next year.

Eight-year-old Megan McCa-
rtney won the right to switch
on the Brodick Hall Christ-
mas lights on Sunday.

She held the winning ticket
for the honour of switching
on the lights.

But torrential rain tried to
spoil the party as Megan from

Market report
United Auctions had forward
776 store cattle, 225 cast
cows and bulls, 10,680 prime
and store lambs and 1,389
cast ewes and tups last week
in Stirling.

Cast Cows: SimX  
£805/129p per kg Bellevue,
CharX £675/124p per
kg Lenamhor.

SuffX Lambs:£79 Bel-
view,  £70 Creagraineach
& Drumaghinier, £65.50
Bellevue, £60         Sheddock,
£51 South Fedrline.

TexX Lambs: £84 Moor,

Drumla, £74.50 Bellevue,
£73.50 Craigdhu, £70 Shed-
dock, £68.50 Auchenhew,

Chev Lambs: £51.50   Co-
syden.

Mule Lambs: £65

Cross Lambs: £53.50   
Ceither Gaoithe.

BF Lambs: £62 Moor, £54

TexX Ewes:  £88.50   Co-
syden

BF Ewes: £43.50 Spring-

£35.50 Glenkiln, £33.50 High
Glencloy, £31.50 Sheddock.

SuffX Ewes: £66.50 Crea-
graineach, £63.50 Beleve.

Chev/Mule: £64.50   
Auchenhew.

Cast Rams: £57.50   Bloom-

Christmas around the 
villages
Megan switches on 
the Brodick lights

Megan McCartney braves the rain to switch on the Brodick Hall lights. 20_b50lights01

Nicol Hume (far right) conducts the raffle in Brodick 
Hall. 20_b50lights02

Corrie, who attends Brodick

switch to light up the hall, ac-
companied by her big sister
Hannah, who is 11.

It was a soggy end to a fun
day in Brodick Hall which

money for the children’s

Christmas party this week-
end. There was entertainment
from the Arran Brass Band
and tea, coffee, homebaking
and many people’s favourite
spiced cider available.

Organisers would like to
thank the generosity of local
businesses for a wide range
of prizes from local hotels,
restaurants and shops.

All the money raised will
go to buy presents for the 79
Brodick children up to and
including those in Primary 5
who are eligible to attend to-
morrow’s (Sunday) party and
meet Santa. The fun starts at
2pm.

Whiting Bay 
market success
A wonderful array of gifts
and a warm beautifully deco-
rated hall greeted visitors
to the Whiting Bay Christ-
mas market on Saturday 7
December.

The added delight of Arran
Brass Band playing all the
festive favourites contributed
to make this a very success-
ful day.

Organisers would like to
thank the stallholders, the
brass band and committee
members for a fantastic mar-
ket and say ‘see you all next
Christmas’!

Children’s party 
at Lamlash
The Lamlash children’s
Christmas party will be held
on Saturday 21 December at
2.30pm in the High School.

The Lamlash SWRI,
together with some young
mums, are holding the event
for all the children of the vil-
lage from babies to Primary
5 and everyone between
these ages is very welcome.

THE HARBOUR SHOP
BLACKWATERFOOT
CHRISTMAS SHOPPING
COME ALONG EVERY SATURDAY 
UNTIL CHRISTMAS AND RECEIVE 
10% DISCOUNT ON YOUR GIFTS 
………

LATE NIGHT OPENING SATURDAY 14TH & 
21ST OPEN UNTIL 6PM
LOOK FORWARD TO WELCOMING YOU
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2014 Calendars

to order visit www.scottishcalendars.co.uk
or call 01371 851 868

The ideal gift
for Christmas

Goat Fell from Corrie harbour
Dennis Hardley
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After a pleasant voyage, we got safely and agreeably into the harbour of Tobermorie, before the wind rose. Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides, James Boswell.
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Evening light on Neist Point, Isle of Skye

Barbara Jones

May 2014
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And when I came to a hill above Toigal I saw lying below me the 
mouth of the Morar River and a large bay of silver sand.In Scotland Again, HV Morton.
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Julia Le 
Masurier
Julia is 69 years old and lives 
at 31 MacKelvie Road. Julia 
is originally from Cheshire 
and has lived on the island for 
seven years. 

She moved into sheltered 
housing after living in various 
short tenancies since coming to 

somewhere she can call home 
on Arran 

Julia is not what you might 
-

tered housing tenant. At 69 
years young Julia lives inde-

-
lash and has no care needs. 

MacKelvie Road which Ju-
lia describes as ‘a laugh and 
a bit of fun’, with game and 

and social nights with enter-
tainment.  Although there is 

-
volved as little or as much as 

Isle of Arran Homes to hold open 

Lillia
Laml

Sheltered housi
safe and secure 
your own home 

A move to sheltered hous-
ing can be a massive step for 
anyone.

But Isle of Arran Homes 
says it can provide a safe and 
secure retirement, allowing 
people to remain independ-
ent and stay in their houses 
for longer.

Isle of Arran Homes has 
two sheltered housing devel-
opments on Arran, one at 
Glen Estate in Brodick with 

-
elvie Road in Lamlash with 

modern, warm and well insu-
lated and heating is charged 

On site staff provide as 
much help and support to 
tenants as they can. They can 
provide information about 

home owners may be eligi-

months while their old prop-
erty is on the market. 

Isle of Arran Homes also 
arranges for authorised con-
tractors to carry out all re-
pairs and maintenance and 
upkeep of the grounds

The following three case 
studies tell the stories of some 
sheltered housing tenants on 
the island and how they feel 
about their homes. 

These stories from tenants 

Julia Le Masurier at home with miniature schnauzer 
Lilly.

Lynn Ross at her loom in her Glen Estate home. 

they want. 
For Julia these activities are 

great. She says: ‘This is my 
home, I can join in the activi-
ties if I want, or I can choose to 
be on my own.’

number of sheltered housing 

their neighbours and members 
of staff who are on duty Mon-
day to Friday. Although Julia 
has her own very active social 

or you may not see anyone all 
day.’   

A lot of the time Julia is out 
and about on the island, re-
cently having raised money for 

-

for charity. 
-

ent Julia has the best of both 

staff are on hand to assist. 
She feels this balance of 

safety and security, with the 

here’ for the last three years. 

Lynn Ross

following a serious illness. 

for 38 years, when she moved 
-

dio. 
-

tered accommodation before 
she moved in but has been 

has as well as having the care 
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day to show what they can offer

an Budden with an Elvis impersonator who visited her 
lash home.

ng can offer a 
retirement in 
on the island

really resonate with Ann 
Reid, coordinator at Glen 
Estate, Brodick. She said: 
‘Working daily with our ten-
ants I fully believe that Isle 
of Arran Homes provides the 
most practical housing op-
tion for many retired people; 
to have a place they can call 
home, with no responsibilities 
for repairs and maintenance, 
and as little or as much care 
and support as they need. 

-
commodation can help older 
people to remain independ-
ent for longer. Some tenants 
who had misgivings before 
they moved in are now very 
happy. 

‘They have a secure door 

entry system and their own 
private, self-contained apart-
ment,’ she said.

Ann added: ‘That’s why I’d 
urge residents on the island 
to come along and see us at 
our open day on the 18 Janu-
ary and get an accurate pic-
ture of the accommodation 
and services we provide – we 
think you could be pleasantly 
surprised.’  

If you would like to learn 
more about sheltered housing 
on Arran come along to our 
open day on Saturday Janu-
ary 18 or you can arrange to 
visit at another time by tele-
phoning Ann Reid at Brodick 

support that she needs, which
she sees as a great balance

Her family are also ‘delight-
ed’ at where their mother now
lives, taking all kinds of worry
from them, with the added bo-
nus of being able to stay in the
development’s guest rooms
when they come to visit.  Rates
for guest rooms are very rea-
sonable at under £12 per night.  

Lynn describes her home as
‘a safe place to be’ and has the
choice of joining the many ac-
tivities on offer.

Lynn laughed when asked by
a friend if she ever gets lonely,
as there is always so much hap-
pening: ‘There is companion-
ship if needed so I don’t feel
lonely at all’.

She is also very busy with
her own personal interests and

book ‘Hand Weaving – The
Basics’ which will be pub-
lished by Bloomsbury and on
sale on Amazon in the coming
months. And there is no rest for

Lynn as she has already started
working on her second book.

Lillian Budden
Lillian moved onto the island
25 years ago and is originally
from Hampshire.  She moved
to Lamlash nine years ago be-
cause of mobility problems.  
Lillian’s daughter, Pat, now
also lives on the island.

She is very happy at MacK-
elvie Road and ‘loves her wee

in her own home.
Lillian does as much as she

can herself but does need some
help with her care.  Staff at
MacKelvie Road continually
assess and refer tenants to the
relevant sections of social
services and the NHS, if they
feel tenants’ needs are not be-
ing met. Knowing that this is
part of an Isle of Arran Homes
the staff member’s role gives
great peace of mind to Lillian
and her daughter Pat Wooden.

Pat visits her mother regular-
ly at Lamlash and thinks very
highly of the development, so
much so that if the time came,
Pat would happily move into
sheltered housing herself.

She said: ‘It really does give
our family peace of mind know-
ing that our mum is safe.’

Pat has witnessed the care

after her mum had a fall and
described the on-site and on-
call staff as ‘wonderful’ and
categorically believes that her
mother is ‘more independent
than she would be in a retire-
ment home’.

Witches Bridge to
close for roadworks
Important repairs to the
Witches Bridge on the Bogu-
ille near Lochranza is to take-
place in the New Year.

The roadworks are sched-
uled to begin on Sunday 12
January. A road closure is re-
quired between 9.30am and
3.30pm that day to ensure the
safety of workers and road
users.

Prolonged closure
But North Ayrshire Council

bosses say they have done
everything they can to avoid
a prolonged closure, given
the distance of the diversion.

To keep the disruption to a
minimum, the road will re-

-
nals for the rest of the pro-

gramme, scheduled to last up
to 10 days.

A spokesman for North
Ayrshire Council said: ‘We
recognise that the road net-
work on Arran presents very

and can require lengthy di-
versions.

‘Where there is no alterna-
tive to a closure, we aim to
undertake work during quiet
periods and re-open them as
soon as possible.

‘As well as keeping the clo-
sure to a minimum, we have
also been able to reduce the
length of the programme by
arranging materials to be pre-
fabricated off-site ahead of
installation.’

Saving stamp revival
The Co-operative Food has seen a revival in savvy shoppers
purchasing saving stamps in order to help spread the cost of
Christmas. Almost a year after The Co-operative launched its
pioneering saving stamps trust fund, sales have soared by 40 per
cent as hard-pressed customers hark back to the old-school way

As an extra incentive, customers redeeming a full saving
stamps book with £48 worth of stamps this month receive £50,
which means they receive a free £2 bonus.

Commonplace in households in the 60s when food budgets
were notoriously tight, saving stamps were a popular way to put
a little away each week. Now in 2013, with consumers again

the festive season in advance has come to the fore. The Co-op-
erative, which has three shops on Arran,  is the only retailer to
provide extra security for its customers’ saving stamps, by pro-
tecting funds in a trust fund, which is managed by an independ-
ent trustee.
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John Robertson 
& Sons 

wish all their 
customers and 

suppliers a very Merry 
Christmas and a 
Happy New Year

WOOLEYS
Would like to wish all their 

customers a Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year

Festive Opening Hours
Brodick Shop – Open 7am – 5pm

CLOSED 25th and 26th December
CLOSED 1st and 2nd January

Lamlash Shop – Open 8am – 1pm
CLOSED 25th and 26th December

CLOSED 1st and 2nd January

JOHN THOMSON 
CONSTRUCTION LTD

JOHN THOMSON 
CONSTRUCTION LTD

We wish all our clients and 
customers a very Merry Christmas 

and a Prosperous New Year

PETROL & DIESEL SALES
Closed Saturday 21 Dec – 

Monday 6 Jan 2014
LAMLASH GARAGE

Closed Saturday 21 Dec – 
Monday 6 Jan 2014

MCNICOL PLUMBING
AND HEATING LTD

Wishes all our customers a 
Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year

STAGS PAVILION
Val and Rino would like to wish 
all our customer old and new a 

very Merry Christmas and a 
happy and healthy New Year.

Closed Sun 15 Dec
Re-open Sun 29 Dec
Also open Mon 30th, 

New Years Eve & New Years Day
Then Fri/Sat/Sun thereafter.
11.30am - last orders 8pm.

Lamlash Post Office
Andy, Irene Ann & Judith 
wish all their customers 
a Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year

Alex Baird 
Double Glazing
Alex, Marion and the 

boys would like to wish 
all their customers past 

and present a very Merry 
Christmas.

CLADACH SAWMILL
would like to wish their

customers Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year.

Closed from Friday 
20th December 2013 until 
Sunday 5th January 2014

WILLIAM BENNETT 
PLUMBING LTD

Would like to wish all our 
customers and neighbours a 
very Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year.
Lee Russell would like to say a big 
thank you to all customers for this 

year’s work. 
Have a great Christmas and New Year

John Kerr
Joiner/Glazer

Would like to wish 
his customers a Merry Christmas 

and Happy New Year

Tel: 01770 601272 Mob: 07766312849

Tel: 01786 449966   www.denisobrown.co.uk

Wishing All Our Clients 

A Merry Christmas and 

Prosperous New Year.

Morna Paterson 

119 Longrow, Campbeltown, Argyll 

T: 01586 554600 M: 07807 704797

DENIS O. BROWN & ASSOCIATES LTD
SCOTLAND’S LEADING FARM AND

RURAL INSURANCE BROKER
ESTABLISHED 1969

Golf Course Rd, Whiting Bay • Tel: 700393

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 
everyone from all at the Coffee Pot

Season’s  greetings
from
busin
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SEASONS GREETINGS
Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year to 

everyone on Arran who 
know us from Jeff and 

Maggie Dawson, Irvine.

MERRY CHRISTMAS
AND HEALTHY

NEW YEAR
to all friends 

and neighbours
from Johnann 

McHarg

SEASONS GREETINGS
Graham and Barbara Tinto 

wish their friends on the 
island seasons greetings.
A donation is being sent 

this year to the Philippines.

MERRY CHRISTMAS
& HAPPY NEW YEAR
Dorothy and Donnie 
Sym would like to 

wish all friends and 
neighbours a very 

Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year.

MERRY CHRISTMAS
& HAPPY NEW YEAR

Seasons greetings 
to all our friends from 

Pat and David 
of Lamlash.

SEASONS GREETINGS
Merry Christmas 

and Happy new year to 
Vicky, Ross, Ailsa, Isla 

and Lewis in Whiting Bay 
Love mum & Dad, 

Prestwick

MERRY CHRISTMAS
& HAPPY NEW YEAR

Seasons greetings to 
all my family, friends 

and neighbours.
B Bremner, 

23 MacKelvie Road

MERRY CHRISTMAS
& HAPPY NEW YEAR
to all my relatives, 
friends, neighbours 

and carers.
Jean Shaw, Ashlea, 

Kings Cross

SEASONS GREETINGS
Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year to 
all my friends and 

neighbours.
All the best Pablo xxx

MERRY CHRISTMAS
& HAPPY NEW YEAR

To all my carers, 
friends and 

neighbours - Merry 
Christmas from Pat 

Sillars, Lamlash 

Wolfi and Gege wish a 

Merry Xmas and very Happy 

New Year to all our family, 

friends, and guests.

The first available booking 

for Trafalgar Restaurant 

at Easter

Trafalgar
L I C E N S E D

R E S T A U R A N T
W h i t i n g  B a y  

7 0 0 3 9 6

C.M WEIR & SONS

Machrie Garage

Would like to wish all their 
customers a very Merry 

Christmas and a 
wonderful New Year

WISHING ALL OUR CUSTOMERS AND

SUPPLIERS A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS

AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR

Margaret Hamilton 
would like to wish 

everyone a
PEACEFUL 

CHRISTMAS
AND A HAPPY

NEW YEAR

MERRY CHRISTMAS
& HAPPY NEW YEAR

Greetings from 
Canada, wishing all 

my family and friends 
a Cool Yule. 

Chrissie Bunyan 

SEASONS GREETINGS
The Murchies at Blaimore 

wish their friends and family 
a Merry Christmas & Happy 
New Year & thank them all 

for their support.

Christmas 
messages
Yourpersonal

m Arran’s 
nesses

LADY JEAN FFORDE
is not sending any 

Christmas cards this 
year so would like to 
wish everyone a very 

special Christmas 
and a happy and 

healthy 2014 

MURCHIE SAND AND GRAVEL LIMITED
WISH ALL THEIR CUSTOMERS 
A MERRY CHRISTMAS 
AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR

PLEASE NOTE WE HAVE 
NOW MOVED TO OUR NEW SITE 
AT MARKET ROAD BRODICK
AND CAN BE CONTACTED ON 
01770 303606 or 01770 860200
MOBILE 07710046991

MERRY CHRISTMAS
& HAPPY NEW YEAR

Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year to 
all my relatives and 

friends
Agnes Boa

MERRY CHRISTMAS
& HAPPY NEW YEAR

From all the 
staff at the 

Arran Banner
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Charity bike ride to raise 
cash to help Corinne be first 
bionic mum 

Corinne with brothers Davy and Scott and Emma Hutton. The family has links to 
Arran and Colin Hutton’s home in Lochwinnoch is called Kilmory.

More than 40 budding cy-
clists will take to their bikes 
on Arran today (Saturday) in 
a 92km cycle to raise funds to 
help Corinne Hutton become 

The cycle is taking place 
in aid of Finding Your Feet, 
a new fund set up by family 
and friends of quadruple am-
putee, Corinne Hutton, all of 
whom have very strong his-

Corinne, 43, from Lochwin-
noch in Renfrewshire became 
ill in June this year after a 
bad cough turned into double 

-
oneering treatment, septicae-
mia had poisoned her blood 
and surgeons were forced to 
amputate her hands and legs 

family immediately set up 
Finding Your Feet, a fund to 
raise money to buy her state 
of the art prosthetic limbs, 

Also this weekend, more 
than 200 people in cities 
worldwide, including Glas-

-
pore, Shanghai and Cape 
Town, will simultaneously cy-

-
cling events are taking place 
to raise £250,000, the amount 
required to buy Corinne the 
bionic limbs she needs to re-
gain the life she had prior to 

year old son, Rory, who is the 
driving force behind her re-

every day and is determined 

Corinne’s first day on feet with her artificial legs. 

Corinne views her artificial legs from her wheelchair. 

They chose Arran for the 
challenge as the Hutton fam-
ily have been holidaying in 
Kilmory and Lagg for more 

-

as children in Kilmory Post 

golden wedding anniversary 

Corinne’s grandparents, Jim 
and Rose McBride, lived in 
Shannochie, Arran for many 

father Colin worked at Bel-
levue Farm in Sliddery in the 

bought and restored the trac-
tor that he drove during that 

three years at the Arran Agri-

Craig Alexander, friend of 
the family and organiser of 
the Arran fundraising event, 
said: ‘The idea for the cycle 
came about when I heard 
that Scott was doing a cy-

contacted a few friends who 
know Corinne and suggested 
we do something similar in 

-
sidered what the weather 
might do, we’d decided on 

Your Feet PR machine got 
moving and all of a sudden 

‘We’ve known Corinne for 
a long time and knew that if 
this had happened to one of 

Her lust for life has always 
been a very obvious part of 
her make up and her incred-
ible energy has spurred us on 
to complete what could be a 
very cold, wet but worthwhile 

You can read Corinne’s full 
story on the Finding Your 

-

£6.95 delivery for Hub.

HD Offer ends 07/01/14

3 Months FREE 
HD if you
join now  
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Left: The hilarious clowns in 
action. 20_b50panto13

Pinocchio proves a 
pantomime treat
and that’s no lie

Review by Hugh Boag
Pinocchio came to life in 
Lamlash last weekend in a 

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
-

-

Pinocchio makes a point to Jimminy. 20_b50panto06

The cast perform a slick song and dance routine. 20_b50panto10

Right: The Blue 
her little fairy assist

Macnamara

Dame Risotto takes centre stage. 20_b50panto15

Above: The cast take a bow at the 
the performance. 20_b50panto14

www.facebook.com/arranbanner

Follow us on 
facebook
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Stromboli is the circus ringmaster. 20_b50panto03

Villagers and dancers look on as the story unfolds. 20_b50panto08

Risotto and Geppetto encounter the skeletons in the whale. 20_b50panto11

Fairy with 
tant Daisy 

a. 20_50panto12

end of 

Our guide to where 
to stay on the mainland

Winter is here and as we have 
already found at the weekend 
the season of cancelled ferries 
is already underway. There is 
nothing more frustrating than 
being stuck on the mainland 

when the boat fails to sail and 
nowhere to stay.

But now help is at hand with 
our guide to some of the best 

places to stay on the mainland.
But why wait till the boat fails 

to sail. Why not treat yourself to 
a days Christmas shopping on 
the mainland and make a day 

of it with an overnight stay.



18 NEWS www.arranbanner.co.uk     Arran Banner, Saturday 14 December 2013

Great spotted 
woodpecker. Widespread 
reports from gardens 
round the island.
Photo by Tony Church. 

-

-

notes
by Jim Cassels

NOVEMBER

Remarkable month 
for rook spotting

Rook. It was a remarkable month with around 50 and 
at one stage over 80 of this winter visitor in Sliddery all 
month. Photo by Angus Hogg

Slavonian grebe...only the second record this year.
Photo by Brian Henderson. 

Snow bunting. Six on 
Goatfell is the largest 
record in recent years. 
Photo by Arthur Duncan. 

Kingfisher. Spotted on the Fisherman’s Walk. 
Photo by Dennis Morrison.

-

-

-

-

-
-

-

-
-

-

JANUARY ISSUE 
OUT NOW

Makes the perfect Gift

www.scottishfield.co.uk

FREE INSIDE
Town&

Country 
Living

Punt gunning on the Solway

a unique way of life

It’s ourIt sIt
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TWENTY
YEARS AGO

Saturday 18 December, 1993

The interior of Pirnmill Post Office after the fire. b50twe03 

  Pirnmill blaze

-

-

-

-

Brodick Brownies raised £94.42 for their funds in a line of ‘pennies’ donated by 
shoppers and passers by. b50twe01

This Black Orpington bred by John Dalby of Whiting Bay was chosen as the 
champion bird at the Brodick Poultry and Pigeon annual show held in Brodick Hall. 
There were 232 entries by 27 members. Mr Dalby is pictured with judge Jim Hood 
from Cumnock. b50twe02

The International Purves Puppets put on two performances of Aladdin in Brodick 
Hall which were highly professional and thrilling to watch and put an entirely 
different slant on a Christmas pantomime. b50twe04

-

  
-

-

-

  

-



in association with Isle of Arran Brewery
What’s on

www.arranbrewery.com

www.arranbrewery.com
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Everyday
Brodick Castle, Garden Open Daily 9am-Dusk
Arran Brewery Open Mon-Fri 12.30-5pm, Sat 10-5pm Closed Sunday
Arran Brewery tour 2pm

Saturday 14th December
Army Cadets Auchrannie Road 11am –1 pm. 
Over 21s Disco Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Karate Auchrannie Games Hall, 11.30am-12.30pm
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Arran Dancers (4yrs & up) Arran High School, 10am
Junior Football P4s and upwards, Arran High School, 11am-12.30pm
RNLI Shop Lamlash Pier 10.30-12.30pm
Spanner’s Blues Band Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Christmas Fayre Corrie & Sannox village Hall, 12.30pm

Sunday 15th December
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm-5pm
Cocaine Anonymous (& all other drugs) Ormidale sports pavilion, 2pm – 3.30pm
AA Meeting Brodick Church Hall, 4pm - 6pm
Rowan Singers Concert Lamlash Community Theatre, 2pm

Monday 16th December
Quiz Eden Lodge, Whiting Bay, 8.30pm
Over 50s Badminton Lochranza Village Hall, 2-4pm
Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Citizens Advice Ormidale Pavilion, 9.30-1.30pm
Senior Fitness Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
Table Tennis Corrie Hall, 6.30pm
Badminton Auchrannie Sports Hall,7-9pm
Arran Junior Football Club Ormidale Park, 6-7.30pm
Yoga Corrie Village Hall, 11am - 12noon
Lunch club Brodick Sheltered Housing, 12.30pm
Yoga - Arran Kinneil, Lamlash,3-4.30pm

Scottish Country Dancing Beginners & Improvers Corrie Hall, 2-4pm
Bridge Club Lamlash Golf Clubhouse 7pm

Tuesday 17th December
Pop Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Youth Club Kildonan Hall, 7pm
Rotary club Glencloy Suite, Auchrannie, 7.15pm
Streetly Dance pre school Auchrannie Dance Studio, 1.45-2.30pm
Streetly Dancing minis P1-3 Auchrannie Gym Hall, 4-4.45pm
Streetly Dancing Juniors P4-7 Auchrannie Gym Hall, 4.45-5.30pm
Streetly Dancing Seniors Auchrannie Gym Hall, 5.30-6.15pm
Weight Watchers St Molios Church Hall, 7pm
Junior Hockey Club Auchrannie Sports Hall, 6-7pm
Healthy Outdoors 10am-1pm NTS Ranger Centre

Lawn Bowls (weather permitting) Blackwaterfoot Bowling Club, 1.45pm
Food and craft market Ormidale Pavilion, 11am - 4pm
Winter bowls Auchrannie sports hall, 7pm
SFA Early Touch Football P1-P4s, Arran High School, 6-7pm

Wednesday 18th December
Hockey Auchrannie Games Hall, 6.30-7.30pm
Tae Kwondo Arran High School Kids-6.30-7.30pm Adults-7.30-8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Lamlash Church Hall, 8pm
Arran Brass Rehearsal Brodick Church Hall, 7-9pm
Yogalates Auchrannie Studio, 9.30-10.30am

Music Mayhem Class Parents & Little Ones Auchrannie Dance Studio, 10.45am
Arran Heritage Museum Archives & Genealogy service 10.30-12.30 & 1.30-3.30
RunArran mixed ability Auchrannie car park, 5.30pm
Yoga-Arran Kinneil, Lamlash, 7-8.30pm
Sports Club P4-S2s, Arran High School, 6-7.30pm

Thursday 19th December
Senior Fitness Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
General Knowledge Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Lochranza Craft Club Lochranza Hall, 2pm
Live music Eden Lodge, Whiting Bay 8.30-11.00pm
Weight Watchers Ormidale Pavilion, 5.30pm
Yoga Corrie Village Hall, 6pm - 7pm

Brodick Embroidery Group Brodick Library, 7.30pm
Winter bowls Auchrannie sports hall, 7pm

Bridge Club Brodick Golf Clubhouse, 7pm

Friday 20th December 
Aqua Fizz Auchrannie Hotel Pool, 9.45-10.30am
Yogalates Auchrannie Studio, 9.30-10.30am
Arran Youth Foundations Church Hall, Brodick 7pm-9pm
Lochranza Kids Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6-8pm
Lochranza Adults Badminton Lochranza Hall, 8pm
Brodick Farmers Christmas Market Auchrannie Road, 8am - 6pm
RunArran Coaching Ormidale Park 9.30am
Active Buggies Ormidale Park, 10am
Overeaters Anonymous Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick 11.30-1pm
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Property

Recruitment

Public Notices

Job Opportunity with
North Ayrshire Council

Senior Social Care Worker (Nights) 
33.5 hours per week I £13.52 - £14.81 per hour I Ref: NAY003872

Closing Date: 6th January 2014. 

For further details and to apply visit
www.north-ayrshire.myjobscotland.gov.uk

We are an equal opportunities employer so please inform us of any special needs you may have.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND)
ACT 1997 PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS)(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Applications listed below together with the plans and other documents
may be examined at Development Planning Services, Cunninghame House,
Irvine*, between 9am-4.45pm weekdays (4.30pm Fridays) or at
www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk *and at The Council Offices, Lamlash

Written representations may be made to the Corporate Director (Development & 
Environment) at the above address or emailed to eplanning@north-ayrshire.gov.uk
by 03.01.14. Any representations received will be open to public view.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 

2013 REGULATION 20(1)
Format: Application No; Address; Proposed Development
13/00652/PP; Site To West Of Lairghru, Corriegills Road, Corriegills, Brodick; Erection 
of 2 semi-detached houses and conversion of piggery to form 3 terraced houses.

Elma Murray
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE

ARRAN MEDICAL GROUP
has vacancies for

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANTS 
We are looking for motivated and enthusiastic individuals 
to join the Arran Medical Group team. You will be based 
mainly in Brodick, Lamlash and Whiting Bay surgeries but 
may be required to work across any of the island sites. 

You should possess strong communication, interpersonal 
and organisational skills and be proficient in the use of 
Microsoft Office packages. The successful candidates will 
also be required to become proficient in using our specialist 
software systems for which training will be provided. 

Hours: To be advised

For informal enquiries/application pack, please contact 
Ruth Betley or Jenni Turnbull on 01770 600516. Closing 
date for informal enquiries 5pm on Friday 27th December. 

Closing date for formal applications 5pm Friday 3rd 
January 2014 which should be sent to: 

Ruth Betley, Arran Medical Group, Lamlash, 
Isle of Arran. KA27 8NS.

COPPERWHEAT’S 
COFFEE SHOP

Front of House 
Supervisor

Good Opportunity for the right candidate 
starting in the New Year.

Full training given
Full time position

Call - John Copperwheat Tel: 303522

House to let 
Whiting Bay

Small furnished 3 bedrooms, 
with garage and small garden 

in quite cul-de-sac.
Available 1st January 2014

Telephone 700630
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PAINTER AND DECORATOR

TREES

Tree & hedge cutting and clearing
Brush Cutting and strimming.

All types of fencing

Call Jamie McKinnon: 
01770 810 222 or 07760 247201

COMPUTING SERVICES FURNITURE RESTORATION

Incidentals 
Arran

Happy computers on 
Arran since 1983

Bill Stewart
T. 830343 Standard and Made-to-measure Pressure 

Treated Heavy Duty Timber, Sheds and 
Garages.

Sawn Pressure Treated Timber in most 
sizes and lengths, Fencing Stobs & Posts

Garden Gates, Field Gates, Tool Stores, 
Coal Bunkers, Fence Panels & Trellising

Firewood, Kindling, Sawdust and Bark 
Chippings.

Cladach Sawmill
Brodick. Tel/Fax: 01770 302471

Mobile: 07803 625248

SAWMILL UNDER

£30
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED
ITEMS INTO CASH!

ARRAN BANNER CLASSIFIEDS

The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ
Tel: 01770 302142  Fax: 01770 302021

Email adverts@arranbanner.co.uk     www.arranbanner.co.uk

Simply complete the 
form and return to the 

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE TUESDAY 4.00pm
NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE

ITEM...........................................................................................................................
DESCRIPTION...........................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................
PRICE .............................................TELEPHONE .....................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of advertisements 
in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and the Advertiser 
on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space 
therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ order 
by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing deadline, 
failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the 
advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute 
or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled 
in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial failure 
(however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement 
is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the 
advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, 
refund or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from 
the advertisement.

shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund 
of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose 
or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that 
in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or 
other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising 
from the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in 
accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising 
Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All advertising 
on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or as 
otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment 
interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In 
addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late 
payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional invoice 
for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

Drive Times

JOHN DIVINE
FURNITURE, 

RESTORATION & REPAIR

FRENCH POLISHING

UPHOLSTERY
Blackwaterfoot – 

Isle Of Arran
Mob:

07733 738127
Email: john@

thornybankwoodcraft.co.uk

WANTED

Telephone: 07864 035750

Any 4x4 vehicle Landrover 90 or 

110, Mitsubishi, Toyota etc, any 

4x4 considered, any condition.

UNDER £30
12 new rolls of assorted gift/
Christmas paper £8 Tel:870339
Black compost bin - £10
Tel:870339

-

Wooden IKEA cot for sale. Re-
ally good condition. £25. Can

Mens golf clubs - Ben Sayers
contact TPR irons sandwedge

-
tion - offers Tel: 302857
Ladies Golf Clubs - Wilson x31

complete with Wilson Bag and
Hippo trolley - good condition
offers Tel: 302857

-

Lawnmower with metal Blade
£30 Tel: 07910394431 WBay

WANTED
Vinyl records - Call Tom - 07504
739952

OVER £30

guitar - Epiphone Les Paul Cus-

WBay

FREE TO UPLIFT

Free to uplift various drawers
& shelves for a Hotpoint Fridge
Freezer model no. FF 187E. Pick

-

Mob. 07980924731

Lamlash.  £1 per bag donation to

KIA PICANTO ZAPP, 
999CC

£2250 o.n.o.

September 2006, silver 5 door hatchback excellent condition,  only 
17,000 miles, MOT to Oct 2014/taxed.

Tel: 0141 334 3208 or 
mobile 07850 534735
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CHURCH NOTICES

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

IN MEMORY

GRADUATION

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

(in full communion with the
Church of England)

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay.
Sunday 15th December

Holy Communion, 11.00 am. Mr
John Roberts.

Coffee after service.
ALL WELCOME

Wednesday 18th December
NO SERVICE

Please note: There will be no
services at St Margaret’s over the

Festive Season.

ARRAN CHURCHES
TOGETHER

There will be Carol Singing
outside Brodick Co-op from 11.00

am – 12.00 noon on
Saturday 14th December

ALL WELCOME TO COME
ALONG AND JOIN IN!

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza,
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but working together
Minister:

Rev Angus Adamson,
Parish Assistant:
Mrs Jean Hunter:

Worship will be conducted in the
above churches at the

following times to which
all are invited.

Sunday 15th December
Brodick Church, 10.30am, Morn-

ing Worship.
Corrie Church, 12noon,

Morning Worship.
A Service of Worship will also be

held in Montrose House
at 1.30pm

Lochranza and Pirnmill
Churches, 10.15am,

Morning Worship at Lochranza led
by string group ARCO

Shiskine Church, 12noon, Morn-
ing Worship.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share”

Sunday 15th December
Kilmory 10am
Mrs.Mairi Duff

Lamlash 11.30 am
Mr. Ian Watt

All welcome, including
families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND
(continuing)

Sunday 15th December
Morning Service 11am
Trust Housing Lounge
Glen Estate, Brodick

Evening Service 6-30 pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick

Wednesday 18th December
Prayer Meeting 7pm

5 Glen Road
All welcome

WHITING BAY AND
 KILDONAN

 CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
(Charity Number: SC014005)

Sunday 15th December
Worship for Advent will be

conducted by the minister, Rev
Elizabeth Watson, at 10.30am. Tea

and coffee will be served in the
Transept after the service. All most

welcome.
There will be the monthly sale

of Traidcraft goods available. All
most welcome.

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Sunday morning masses 11am

ARRAN BAPTIST CHURCH
Minister: Rev Vince Jennings

Sunday 15th December 
11 a.m. Morning Worship
in The Ormidale Sports

Pavilion, Brodick
Tea & coffee after the service.

Wednesday at 7.30 p.m.
Home Fellowship Group

for Bible Study and Prayer.
Contact phone no. 600222.
Everyone warmly invited.

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

Sunday 15th December
Shiskine 11am (Church on road

between Blackwaterfoot and
Machrie)

Brodick 7pm (Church behind post

Rev J Dusendury

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS, QUAKERS

Quakesr meet every Sunday at
11am. For meeting venue ring

– 830622, 820223

SALVATION ARMY
House Group/Bible Study.

Mondays 2.30pm.
If you are interested in joining
us please ring 810251 for more

information.

BIRTHDAY

Brodick Golf Club
Wednesday 4 December.

day for scoring, there were no
twos so the money rolls over.
1 J Reid 77-13=64, 2 L Hart-
ley 81-14=67 bih, 3 G Sill-
lars91-24=67.

Sunday 8 December Bran-
don, 12 played, CSS 67. 1 G
Hendry [6] 66, 2 R McCrae
[6] 67 [acb], 3  G Robertson
[6] 67. Scratch G Hendry 72.
First Class Brandon G Hen-
dry, Second Class Brandon
not awarded.

Fixtures: Sunday 15 Decem-
ber Clochendichter. Sunday
22 December Winter Cup.

Shiskine Golf Club
Saturday 7 December 12
Hole Medal & Winter Cup,
eight played, 1 & Scratch
(BIH) W Kelso 47 - 4 = 43
(BIH), 2 B Sherwood 49 - 6 =
43, 3 C Rutterford 53 - 9 = 44
(BIH). Only magic two of the
day was by Colin Rutterford
at the 7th!

Fixtures: Saturday 14 De-
cember, gents 18 hole medal,
12noon tee off. Sunday 15
December, Ryder Cup , shot-
gun start at 12.30pm.

Whiting Bay Golf Club
Because of the wet weather
the 3rd round of the Win-
ter Cup was postponed and
will now be played on Sun-
day 22 December instead of
the Bogey Competition.

Fixtures: Sunday 15
December, 2nd WinterFriend-
ly with Lamlash at Lamlash.
Teeing off between 10.30am
and 11am. All welcome and
a good turnout would be ap-
preciated.

Machrie Bay Golf Club
Tuesday 3 December Win-
ter Cup, 1 David Price 63
BIH, 2 Willie Kelso 63,
3 Elizabeth Ross 69 BIH.
Scratch Willie Kelso
70, Twos Willie Kelso.
Saturday7DecemberLochran-
za Hotel Cup, 1 Brian Sher-
wood 39 pts, 2 CampbellLaing
35  pts, 3 John Milesi 32 pts.
Scratch Brian Sherwood 72.
Fixtures: Tuesday 17 Decem-
ber Lochranza Hotel Cup tee
off 12noon.

Lamlash Golf Club
NoMedalswereplayedbecause
of the inclement weather.

Fixtures: Sunday 15
December, Lamlash v W/Bay
[at Lamlash] Winter Friendly
- 10.30am for 11am start.
Thursday 19 December, Yel-
low medal, 11am ballot. Sun-

day 22 December, Glenburn
Cup, 9.30am and 12noon
starts. Thursday 26 December,
Boxing Day Bottle, 11am bal-
lot.

Arran Golfers Association
The second round of the Win-
ter League/Duncan Trophy
took place on Sunday 1 De-
cember at Corrie Golf Club.
Thanks to Corrie for the con-
dition of the course which
was great with very slick
greens for the time of year,
thanks also for the soup and
sandwiches which were ap-
preciated by everyone.

against Shiskine resulting in a
convincing win for Corrie by
three games to one.

Second match was Machrie
and Lamlash and again the
score was a win for Machrie
by three games to one.

Last match saw Whiting
Bay take on Brodick which
the Bay won by two and a half

games to one and a half. Next
month it’s off to Lamlash on
Sunday 12  January, Draw:
Lamlash v Whiting Bay @
10am, Brodick v Corrie @
10:50, Shiskine v Machrie
Bay @ 11:40am.

All at the association would
like to wish Arran golfers a
very Happy Christmas and
prosperous New Year.

Corrie Golf Club
Sat 7 December Winter Cup,
1 S Beardsley 64-7=57, 2 B
Lewis 69-11=58, 3 D Hend-
erson 68-7=61. Sctatch S
Beardsley 64. Magic twos B
Lewis, B Rooney, S Beards-
ley(2), D Henderson, D Logan
Monday 9 December, 1 B
lewis 65-10=55, 2 I McMil-
lan 67-11=56 (BIH), 3rd P
Moran 74-18=56, Scratch J
Adams 64, magic twos 15
Fixtures: Saturday 14 De-
cember  Sweep 8.30am and
12noon. Mon 16 December
12noon.

Brodick Golf Club

Campbell - Sarah, Marjory, Carol
and family would like to thank
all relatives and friends for their
sympathy and support during the
last few weeks following their very
sad loss. Thank you to reverends
Angus Adamson and Ian Stirling
for the service and their support

also to David and Clair Hendry
for the funeral arrangements and
Robbie and Barbara of the Kinloch
Hotel for the wonderful send off. A
special thank you to the Ayrshire
Hospice for the wonderful 5 star
care and attention given to Andy in

of £800 was received at the retiring
collection for the Ayrshire Hospice.
Andy will be greatly missed.

COOPER – Nancy.
Died December 17, 2007.
Miss you Mum
With love from Lorna,Andy, Bryan
and all the family. Look who’s 18

Happy birthday F.J
from mum, dad, Isla and all the family

Leah Jones of Shiskine recently graduated from 
the University of West of Scotland as Master of 

Science in Adult Nursing
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Blackwaterfoot Bowling 
Club hand out the pizes

RBS West Regional
Bowl Final

Uddingston 38 Arran 14
Arran travelled to Lanark-

at the weekend. But they were 
to come home empty handed 
after they were well beaten 
by Uddingston for the second 
time in a week.

A crowd of nearly 300, in-
cluding a bus load of support-
ers from Arran, still enjoyed 
the RBS West Regional Bowl 

Policies.
With the frost and snow 

having come to nothing, an 
early pitch inspection passed 
the ground and the scene was 
set for a huge game of rugby 
which saw Uddingston power 
their way to a six tries to one 
victory.

Despite having comfortably 
defeated Arran in last week’s 
league encounter, Uddingston 
knew that they would have a 

the trophy, and so it turned 
out with Arran improving the 
score.

In an almost carbon copy of 
the previous week’s league 
match it was Arran who struck 

over the opening three points 
after the home side were 
caught offside at the ruck. Ud-
dingston though were sharper 
to respond than the week be-
fore, and got themselves back 
into the game four minutes 
later with a well worked try 
from Tom. Gordon Burns hit 
a superb conversion from out 
on the touchline to push Ud-
dingston into a 7-3 lead.

Uddingston dominate pos-
session, driving hard into 
the Arran defence. With the 
ball moving down the line, 
Neil Convery straightened 

and pushed on for the try line, 

Arran improve but lose
out in first ever final 

Blackwaterfoot Bowling Club prizewinners with their trophies. From left to 
right: Marian Brambles, David Brambles, Gina Brooks, John Robinson, Lorna 
Hallyburton and Vic Iutz. 

slipping past the despairing 
tacklers to score at the posts. 
Burns again added the extras 
to open up a 14-3 advantage.

Arran were not out of the 
game, and fought back from 
the restart, driving into the 
Uddingston half. A chance to 

pushed a penalty attempt 
wide but three minutes later 
he found his target when the 
Uddinston were penalised 
for not releasing at the ruck. 
The three points bringing the 
score back to 14-6.

Kyle Barbour got his hands on 
the ball, and with no thoughts 
of playing silky rugby just 
barged his way through three 
attempted Uddingston tack-
les before crashing over the 
try line. The angle proved too 

but Arran were now back in 
the game at 26-14, and all to 
play for in the closing quarter.

Uddingston refused to either 
panic, or buckle. The Arran 
try merely drove the home 
side on and within three  min-
utes they had restored their 17 
point advantage. Uddingston 
secured a loose ball and im-
mediately set off into the Ar-
ran half. Young Liam Quinn 
made some excellent yards 
before being well tackled by 
the Arran defence. From the 
ensuing ruck, the ball was 
quickly recycled and popped 
to player /coach Craig Fergu-
son who hit the line at pace, 

metres out. The conversion 
drifted wide but the home 
side were now 31-14 ahead 
and surely looking good for 
the trophy.

With the match into the clos-
ing minutes Arran knew they 
were chasing a lost cause, but 
to their credit they never gave 
up and continued to push Ud-
dingston hard for every yard. 

With the clock approach-
ing stoppage time the home 
side took the result beyond 
all doubt when Chris King 
latched onto a well-placed 
grubber kick from the boot of 
Burns to secure Uddingston’s 
sixth try of the afternoon. 
Burns made no mistake with 
the conversion, adding the 
extra two points. Moments 
later the referee’s whistle sig-
nalled the end of the match.

Today (Saturday) Arran are 
at home to Cumnock in the 
league.

A busload of 
supporters 

made the trip
from Arran

Blackwaterfoot Bowling Club has held its 
annual general meeting , prizegiving and 
annual dinner. The venue, as usual, was the 
Kinloch Hotel where members and their 
partners had an enjoyable evening.

At the AGM, the club chairman, David 
Brambles, welcomed members and re-
viewed the past season’s activities. The 
club had a very successful year with the 
added bonus of the new carpet which was 

campaign to recruit new members would 
take place next year.

-
ed the club trophies to the season’s win-
ners. The winners were: Ladies’ singles: 
Gina Brooks, Gents’ singles: David Bram-
bles, Champs’ Trophy: Marian Brambles, 
Club pairs: Marian Brambles and Keith 
Thompson, Nominated pairs: Vic Iutz and 
Lorna Hallyburton, Triples Trophy: Mar-
ian Brambles, David Brambles and Vic 
Iutz, Opening Trophy: Vic Iutz, Thorburn 

Robinson.

With time running out in the 

secured their third try of the 
afternoon. Ross McKeown 
picked from the base and 
scrambled through the bod-
ies to touchdown on the line. 
Burns was short with his kick 
to leave the score at 19-6.

half Arran pulled back an-
other 3 points, the home side 
once more being penalised 
for not releasing at the ruck. 

-
ing the halftime whistle and a 
19-9 in favour of Uddingston. 
With only four  minutes of the 
second period played Hughes 
once more showed his pace 
and power to round off an ex-
cellent piece of handling by 
the Uddingston backs. Burns 
once more slotted home the 
kick from the touchline and 
things were looking comfort-
able at 26-9.

yet and with play just inside 
the Uddingston 22 centre 
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