
Arran’s Weekly Newspaper SATURDAY, 5 DECEMBER 2015 No  2040    60p

REPORT
by STEVEN RAE

editor@arranbanner.co.uk

‘Snowmaggedon’ revisited as 
Arran prepares for weather 
emergencies

DUBBED ‘Snowmaged-
don’ by islanders, the win-
try weather that hit Arran in 
March 21-22, 2013 saw 15ft 
snow drifts, and caused a 
power cut that lasted days in 
some parts of the island. 

The events of the storm 
were revisited on Monday 
when representatives from 
Scottish and Southern Energy 
Power Distribution (SSEPD) 
and the University of Dundee 
visited Brodick Community 
Hall. It is one of a series of 
meetings to discuss storm re-
silience with members of the 
public throughout Scotland 
and England. 

SSEPD is conducting the 
study into how communities, 
including vulnerable people, 
cope in an emergency situa-
tion such as a power cut, with 
March 2013’s storm used as 
the most recent, memorable 
example of extreme weather 
on Arran.

Although it was described 
as a ‘freak occurrence’, the 
experience has prompted a 
number of local groups to 
discuss a contingency plan 
for when extreme weather 
conditions hit the island.

‘Arran seems to be losing the ability 
to communicate with itself, and the 
problem is the different villages’

Santa’s Sparkle got the festive season off to a flying start despite the weather 
at this year’s event held on Lamlash Green. Santa arrived from the North Pole 
by boat and was accompanied by Lamlash Heather Queen, Millie Young, with 
a few of Santa’s elves who sang and danced as they made their way along the 
main street, greeting the many visitors who braved the rain. For a full report and 
pictures , see pages 10 and 11. 02_b49sparkle01

Santa braves the wind and rain 

The aims of the study are to 
identify, implement, evaluate 
and disseminate best practic-
es to support communities in 
their preparation for and re-
sponse to electricity supply 
disruption caused by environ-
mental hazards and to miti-
gate vulnerability.

The meeting gave the pub-
lic a chance to discuss their 
preparation for winter and 
to provide feedback on the 
support they would like to 
receive from SSEPD during a 
storm. It also gave the small 
but appreciative crowd an 
opportunity to hear from SSE 
about shaping an emergency 
response strategy.

Dr Irena Connon, who is 
conducting the Knowledge 
Transfer Partnership (KTP) 
research project at the Uni-
versity of Dundee, led the 
meeting, with her colleague 
Pauline Martin, who is rela-
tionship manager for SSE. 

Dr Connon said: ‘As part 
of our current research pro-
ject, for the past year we have 

been looking at how different 
communities across the UK 
respond to prolonged pow-
er outages during periods of 
extreme weather. We are very 
interested in hearing people’s 
views about what constitutes 
a resilient community and 
a successful storm response 
strategy.’ 

A key challenge for SSE 
Power Distribution is re-
sponding to severe weather 
events and consequent dis-
ruption to the electricity sup-
ply to local communities and, 
in particular, the homes and 
care sites of individuals con-
sidered vulnerable, including 
elderly people, disabled peo-
ple and people with chronic 
illness, within those commu-
nities. 

Whilst SSE has robust pro-
cedures for the restoration of 
the electricity supply, this can 
sometimes take several days 
and, in this period, the well-
being of individuals consid-
ered vulnerable within these 

-
cantly affected.

Three categories of people 
who are vulnerable to pow-
er outages were discussed 

by the visitors, with catego-
ry one being people who are 
dependent on electricity for 
medical equipment, such as a 
dialysis machine or a wheel-
chair. Category two is people 
with disabilities and category 
three is people over 65.

People in attendance felt 
that those with young chil-
dren should be upgraded into 
a vulnerable category too. 

It was noted throughout the 

meeting that ‘Stormagge-
don’ showed how a one-size-

weather didn’t always suit 
Arran, with Brodick, Lam-
lash and Lochranza all suffer-
ing from very different con-
ditions throughout the storm.

Dr Connon noted that allo-
cating resources to vulnera-
ble groups wasn’t a one-size-

many in the over-65 group 

may indeed be vulnerable, 
many are not, and actually 
are better placed to handle 
extreme weather as they have 
better local knowledge to 
handle the situation. 

The study has also found 
that people who were quite 
severely disabled tended to 
be less vulnerable than those 
just on the cusp of care, as 
those severely disabled tend-

Continued on page 3



2    NEWS www.arranbanner.co.uk      Arran Banner, Saturday 5 December, 2015

8-seater taxis available

Ardrossan Harbour to:

Glasgow Airport
£35.00

Prestwick Airport
£25.00

Return bookings and other 
prices on request.

It pays to advertise in the Banner

like us on 

facebook

www.facebook.com/
arranbanner

Head teacher Barry Smith welcomed the audience to the Ocean Commotion 
production. 02_b49choir02

Corrie Film 
Club triple bill 
and supper

Primary pupils cause a 
‘commotion’ at Arran 
High
School

Musical director Lorna Buchanan played the piano and 
oversaw the performance. 02_b49choir01

In full swing, the pupils sang The Little Fish That Got 
Away. 02_b49choir03
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ARDROSSAN 
HARBOUR
TO YOUR DESTINATION

Mainland Taxis
07921 998457
01294 463556
Glasgow City Centre £42

Glasgow Airport £35

Prestwick Airport £25

Irvine Central Hospital £14

Crosshouse Hospital £20

Ayr Hospital £32

Troon Harbour £22

Kilmarnock £23

Ayr £28
For other quotes just ask!
Friendly Reliable Service
www.mainland-taxis.co.uk
7 SEATER WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE VEHICLE 
AVAILABLE

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The BEST WESTERN 

Kinloch Hotel, Leisure Club 
& Public Bar

plus Brae Salon & 
Blackwater Bakehouse,

will be closed for electrical maintenance
from Monday 7th December re-opening 

Monday 12th December.
During this closure The Black Grouse 

will be open on set days, 
please call 01770 860 202 for details.

We apologise for any inconvenience 
this may cause

Brenda Stewart, Bill Calderwood, Pauline Martine and Irena Connon, at Monday’s 
meeting. 02_b49meeting01

Arran prepares for weather 
emergencies

A snowplough and SSE 
vehicle try to clear the 
roads in 2013 01_b13cat03 

Fallen power lines during the storm in 2013. 01_b13cat01

-ed to be well supported by 
friends and family. 

Dr Connon told the meeting 
that Arran, along with oth-
er parts of Scotland, showed 
a lot of what was known as 
‘Highland spirit’ through-
out extreme situations, and 
people tended to help their 
neighbours more than in more 
densely populated, urban are-
as. 

Brenda Stewart, who lives 
in Lamlash, felt that a lot of 
the emergency response work 
was carried out by the public 
or third sector, rather than the 
local authority, as North Ayr-
shire Council didn’t have the 
local knowledge needed to 
aid all those in need. 

Sally and John Campbell, 
from Lamlash, said they felt 
better communication was 
needed between the villages 
on the island. 

Sally said: ‘Arran seems to 
be losing the ability to com-
municate with itself, and the 
problem is the different vil-
lages.’

In 2013, pylons falling in 
Kintyre caused a power cut 
that lasted up to six days in 
some parts of the island, with 
1,500 homes still without 
electricity three days after the 
power went out. 

A team of nearly 400 men 
from SSE were deployed on 
the island to bring electricity 
to the remotest parts of Arran. 

The Arran Mountain Res-
cue Team and John Thomson 
Construction Ltd laboured 
for days to claw their way 
through snowdrifts on the 
String Road, and hotels and 
village halls opened their 
doors to stricken residents 

looking for somewhere warm 
to pass anxious hours in dark-
ness.  

Many admitted that if it 
hadn’t been for the heroic 
efforts of local volunteers 
and mainland emergency 
responders, the island’s sit-
uation could have been far 
worse, with people taking 
food and hot water to neigh-
bours, others opened up vil-
lage halls to frozen residents 
and Arran’s contractors and 
emergency teams battling 

through snow drifts to ope n 
roads to stranded communi-
ties.  

Bill Calderwood, secretary 
of the Arran Community 
Council, said: ‘The commu-
nity council has gone into 
quite a lot of discussions 
about what happened in 2013. 

‘Every community has been 
asked to generate a resilience 
plan, as one for the whole is-
land is not a good solution.

‘The risk assessment has to 
be for each village.’

Hilary Stubbs, who also 
stays in Lamlash, said that 
better mobile phone coverage 
was required for emergency 
situations - a common com-
plaint in rural Scotland. She 
also felt emergency diesel 
generators should be placed 
in different parts of the is-
land, mainly the villages. 

Bill added that while plans 
to accommodate generators 
in the main villages on the 
island were in place, a lot of 
the sites were not suitable 
to hold the generators, and 
work would need to be done 
to store them and make them 
usable in an emergency. 

Dr Connon suggested amal-
gamating databases of vul-
nerable people to make sure, 
in an emergency situation, 
the data of who might need 
assistance was available. She 
noted that this had its own 
challenges, including access-
ing databases during a power 
cut, as well as data protection 
laws. 

Bill also said a main point 
raised at community council 
meetings was to have local 
postmen and women involved 

in any action plan, as they had 
good knowledge of addresses 
on the island and tended to 
have knowledge of who was 
at home, and any issues they 
might have, like a broken leg.

He said he would try to li-
aise with village associations 

to get them involved and set 
up a contingency plan, based 
on the template available 
from the Scottish Govern-
ment. 

The report of the meeting 
will now be used by SSE, 
along with its other meetings, 

to produce an academic pa-
per on storm resilience. The 
paper will be distributed to 
North Ayrshire Council, Ar-
ran Community and Volun-
teer Services, Arran Commu-
nity Council, and the village 
associations on the island.

Christmas Eve 10am-11.30pm, James Burge from 9pm, FREE

Christmas Day Bar Open until 9pm 
Christmas Lunches, 12pm & 3pm BOOKING REQUIRED

Boxing Day 10am-12.30pm, James Burge from 9pm, FREE

Hogmany Open until 2am / Bar Food served until 4pm
7pm Gala Hogmanay Dinner or 10pm Evening Ceilidh 

BOOKING REQUIRED

January 1st open 10am -12.30am, food served all day

January 2nd Casino afternoon, from 2pm, Pub Quiz from 9pm

January 3rd 10am-11.30pm, food served all day

From JANUARY 4TH CLOSED UNTIL JANUARY 21ST 
FOR ROUNTINE MAINTENANCE 

FESTIVE OPENING HOURS

CALL 01770 302 968 
FOR DINNER & ACCOMMODATION 

RESERVATIONS



like us on 

facebook

www.facebook.com/
arranbanner
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Hollie (back, wearing white hat) with Graeme Johnston (left) and other members 
during a Arran Youth Foundations trip.

Sponsored walk 
funds exceeded all 
expectations for 
Smile of Arran Trust
The Smile of Arran Trust has 
raised around three times its 
fundraising target since com-
pleting a sponsored walk on 
Arran last August.

Almost £3,000 has been 
raised since the walk, smash-
ing the £1,000 target. 

The 56-mile walk received 
massive support and assis-
tance from islanders, both 
during the event and long 
afterwards through the sale 

of wristbands and other fund-
raising efforts by Arran busi-
nesses. 

The trust was set up by Ali-
son and Steven Tosh in mem-
ory of their son Arran Tosh 
who died from a brain tumour 
last year aged just 13. 

The charity provides grants 
to individuals and families 
who are affected by a brain 
tumour or brain cancer, and 
hopes to raise awareness and 
fund research into these con-
ditions.

Alison told the Banner: ‘We 
are so overwhelmed by the 
amount that has been raised. 

‘I can’t thank everyone 
enough, especially the Lam-
lash Golf Club, Little Rock 
and Sheila Gilmore. Their as-
sistance has been invaluable 
in helping us with our fund-
raiser.’

So far the Smile of Arran 
Trust has raised more than 
£40,000, which, along with 
other donations, has been 
given to Cancer Research UK 
and Clic Sargent, which pro-
vides the grants.

AYF take on part-
time youth worker
Arran Youth Foundations 
(AYF) has taken on a part-
time youth worker to help 
with the charity’s growth.

Hollie Watkins, 19, who 
grew up on the island, started 
her new post at the beginning 
of October and the youth or-
ganisation’s Youth Work Pro-
ject Manager, Graeme John-
ston, reckons she could not 
have come along at a better 
time.

Graeme said: ‘Things have 
never been busier for AYF, 
with at least eight sessions 
a week, regular trips to the 
mainland for excursions and 
activities, and between 60 
and 70 youngsters attending 
our increasingly popular Fri-
day nights.

‘We are a volunteer-based 
charity who already rely on 
a very small pool of fantastic 
helpers to whom we are in-
debted, so it was obvious that 
for us to expand and increase 
the opportunities available to 
young people we would have 
to recruit another dedicated 
youth worker.

‘Hollie is only 19 years old 
but already has quite a bit 

of experience working with 
children and young people, 
having studied Childcare at 
college, completing a place-
ment in Lamlash Early Years 
Centre as part of her time as 
a student, and embarking on 

a Modern Apprenticeship in 
Youth Work with North Ayr-
shire Council before joining 
AYF.’

Graeme feels Hollie’s pre-
vious experience, as well as 
a glowing reference from 
the young people the charity 
work with, made her the ideal 
candidate.

‘Hollie had been working 
with AYF as part of her ap-
prenticeship, so we already 
knew she was a great youth 
worker,’ he said. 

‘When the young members 
of the group heard there was 

the charity, they chewed my 
ear constantly listing reason 
after reason that they wanted 
Hollie to get the job. It was 
lovely to hear it from the peo-
ple who matter most.’

Hollie, who will complete 
a work-based SVQ Level 3 

in the coming months, is pic-
tured with some of the group’s 
members on an excursion last 
week on the Ocean Breeze 
RIB boat. 

joyed a trip round Holy Isle 
with Russell and Elspeth as 

for Visit Arran, with Coast’s 
Manuela de los Rios and Jen-
ny Stark accompanying them 
to teach the group about the 
local Marine Protected Area 
and No Take Zone.

The young members of the 
group are also currently run-
ning a Christmas card deliv-
ery scheme through Brodick, 
raising funds for the Salva-
tion Army. Cards can be post-
ed up until Friday 18 Decem-
ber for just 30p a card, with 
post boxes in Little Rock and 
the Playbarn.
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St Andrew’s Night, 
28 November 2015 

Have you

vaccination?
The Arran Medical Group is 
midway through its annual 

-
aging people to contact their 

vaccination if they have not 
already done so. 

In particular they would like 
to hear from people in the 
high risk categories, includ-
ing those with asthma, chron-
ic obstructive pulmonary 
disease, chronic heart dis-
ease, chronic kidney disease, 
chronic liver disease, diabe-
tes, and pregnant women.

If you are unsure whether 
you eligible or not, please 
call 01770 600516 and a 
staff member will be able to 
advise you and make an ap-
pointment.

Encouraging new uptake 

a third (37 per cent) of peo-
ple eligible to be immunised 

-
shire have already taken up 

-
cine, as the call was issued 
for more to come forward. 

Dr Nicola Steedman, Senior 
-

tish Government Flu cam-
paign, said: ‘Over the last 

have occurred each winter 
which can be attributable to, 

important to make sure that 
you get the vaccine to help to 
protect you. 

‘Flu can strike suddenly and 
it’s important to be ready. If 
you have a long-term medical 
condition, are pregnant, or are 
65 years old or over, the best 
way to help protect yourself 
against the serious effects of 

if you are feeling perfectly 

quick and easy, takes 10-14 
days to work, and will help 
to protect you for around a 
year.’

-
nisation co-ordinator in Arran 
and Ayrshire, added: ‘I urge 
all those who are eligible to 
speak with their GP practice 
today to arrange their free 

than ever before are now be-

there is an increasing aware-

than the common cold.’

Crafts at  
the castle
The Friends of Brodick 
Castle would like to thank 
all those who supported their 

art exhibition. It made £270 
and prizes have been distrib-
uted to the winners.

The Friends’ new initia-
tive is Crafts at the Castle, 
which is an opportunity for 
visitors to buy the work of 
local crafters in the Visitor 
Centre (open Wednesday 
to Sunday 11am to 3pm). 
Proceeds from the sales will 
be split between the crafters 
and the Friends, who will use 
the funds raised to provide 
items needed by the castle 
teams which the NTS cannot 
provide. 

This year they funded the 

in the kitchen of the castle, 
paid for the pipe band who 
played monthly, funded the 
invitations and catalogues for 
the art exhibition, and gave 
money to the gardeners for 
extra bulbs to be planted.

If you are interested in 
the work of the Friends of 
Brodick Castle, please come 
along to one of the monthly 
meeting, or to pop into the 
Visitor Centre or contact 
Linda MacCallum on 01770 
302 875.

Dr Philippa Whitford, MP 
for Central Ayrshire, was the 
guest speaker at the Isle of 
Arran SNP’s annual St An-
drew’s night dinner. 

Previously better known as 
a leading breast cancer sur-
geon in Ayrshire, and as a 

-
dependence during last year’s 
referendum, she became one 
of the SNP’s 56 MPs at the 
General Election last May. 

More than 100 local SNP 
members and friends met at 
the Kinloch Hotel, Black-
waterfoot, for an evening of 

-
ishing off with a ceilidh. 

Dr Whitford, accompanied 
at the dinner by her hus-
band, Ayr GP Dr Hans Pie-
per, spoke of her upbringing 
and training in Belfast, her 
move to Ayrshire to work, 
the challenges of working in 
a male-dominated profession, 

with her adopted country, 
and the life-changing, inspi-
rational experience of the In-
dependence Referendum last 
year. 

In a moving, humourous 
speech, she went on to de-
scribe the culture shock of 
entering Westminster, and her 
certainty that Scotland will 
become independent ‘in her 
lifetime’.  

The Arran St Andrew’s 
Day prize draw was held at 
the event. Prizes included 
a signed copy of Alex Sal-
mond’s recent book, a bottle 
of whisky signed by most 
of the SNP’s MPs, an au-
tographed photo-portrait of 
Nicola Sturgeon, as well as 
some interesting donated art 
and craft work. Bill Roberts 

Councillor John Bruce (right) his wife Anne (left) councillor Willie Gibson (second 
from left) and his wife Vivienne. Photo: Christopher Hogge

of Whiting Bay won the very 
last casting of the iconic Miss 
Gilmour by Marvin Elliott, 
and Mrs G Gibson, wife of 
North Ayrshire Council lead-
er, Willie Gibson, won the 
intriguing Grey Ghost Walk-
ing Stick donated by Byron 
McKeown of Sedona, Arizo-
na. 

MC for the night was Stuart 
Gough. The club would like 

-
cient chairing of the evening, 
and his banter, and also to 
Andy McCallum for the 
sound system, the Kinloch 
Hotel and staff, Fraser Hen-
drie for hosting the entertain-
ing Get Your Cards Right, the 
Douglas Hotel for providing 

-
quets. Councillor John Bruce 
delivered an amusing vote of 
thanks. The evening was or-

ganised by Penny Brass, and 
funds raised will go towards 
election costs in 2016 and 
2017.

Dinosaur watch 
found
A child’s watch was found 
in Kildonan last week. The 
watch looks like it is rela-
tively new and has a dino-
saur pattern on the strap and 
face. If your child has lost 
their watch please call 01770 
601391. 
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An Arran hairstylist has won 
a national competition for 
her hair colouring skills, just 
three years after qualifying.  

In 2010 Kirsty MacBain, 24, 
obtained a two-year appren-
ticeship at Alan Edwards’ sa-
lon in Glasgow. During those 
two years Alan asked her 
to assist him at the Alterna-
tive Hair Show in the Royal 
Albert Hall, Miss Scotland 
Competition, and assist with 
teaching around the country 
from Aberdeen to London, 

Arran piper 
secures 
top prize 
at Scottish 
Schools 
competition
Arran Teenager Blair Dick-

place for his school, Dollar 
Academy, in the Scottish 
Schools Piping Competi-
tion.

Blair, 15, from Lamlash, 
won the place during the 
competition, held in Crieff 
on November 13.

Pipe Major Blair was de-
lighted when he secured 

Collins Memorial Quaich 
in the competition, which 
included entrants of more 
than 100 bands.

Blair’s piping talents have 
seen him travel all over 
the world to take part in 
prestigious performances 
at tattoos, the Ryder Cup, 
theatre productions, Royal 
family performances, and 
even at Holyrood and at 
Scottish rugby games.

In 2013 the Banner re-
ported on Blair’s piping 
in Switzerland, where he 
performed at eight concerts 
to an audience of 13,000 
people, playing a solo at 
the world’s second largest 
tattoo in Switzerland.

Pipe Major Blair 
Dickinson who won 
fi rst place in the recent 
Scottish Schools 
competition.

Kirsty, far left, with the other regional winners of the L’Oreal Young Colourist Competition. Kirsty won the 
national event in June.

Kirsty’s top award
most of which she did on her 
days off.

dresser in November 2012, 
and Alan Edwards put her 
forward for the Colour Spe-
cialist Degree with L’Oreal, 
which she completed in 2013 
with credit. 

Kirsty became an ID Artist 
with L’Oreal, travelling to 
Barcelona and London to 
learn about current trends, 
returning to Scotland to 

teach hairdressers around the 
country. Through this Kirsty 

the L’Oreal Young Colourist 
Competition.

This year’s competition 
required Kirsty to submit a 
one minute video of a colour 

was willing to take part in the 
colour change. 

Megan McGill from Ar-
ran very kindly agreed to be 
Kirsty’s model. 

Colour Trophy in Glasgow, 

the competition in Manches-
ter, representing Scotland. 

Stylist Elaine with her col-
league Rosie Auld from Largs 
were also were also chosen 

representing Scotland in the 
pairs section for the Colour 
Trophy in London.

CHRISTMAS TREES FOR SALE
Forest Office, 

Auchrannnie Road, Brodick

Monday 7th – Wednesday 23rd Dec 
and Saturday 12th Dec.

Open Midday until 4.30pm
Tel: 01770 302218

nals in Manchester, Kirsty 
had to do two live colours 
– one technical and one cre-
ative – within a set time, and 
undertake an interview with 
the L’Oreal judges. 

announced at the Colour 

June 2015, where it was an-
nounced that Kirsty had won 
the Young Colourist Trophy 
for Scotland.

The prize was £1,000 worth 
of education and a photo 
shoot for a L’Oreal collec-
tion, which Kirsty is using 
this year.

ourist Award, Kirsty was 
invited by Sam Knight (ses-
sion stylist in London) to 
join a four-month online pro-
gramme to further develop 
her session skills, which she 
is currently undertaking, joint 
funded by herself and her em-
ployer.

We are taking bookings for Christmas parties
3 course meal with bubbly on arrival £25

exclusive use of restaurant for parties of 20+ with DJ/Disco incl.

available for functions, licensed open to the public Tel: 01770 600296

PRE - CHRISTMAS DINNERS
£16 FOR 2 COURSES   £20 FOR 3 COURSES

(Kids under 10 £5, kids under 15 £10)

NOW TAKING BOOKINGS 
FOR CHRISTMAS DAY
Sumptious buffet for mains to include six 
different meats and all usual trimmings

Bar will be open
£40 per person - £10 deposit 

follow us on 

facebook
for daily deals
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Cambridge-based sing-
er-songwriter John Meed’s 
title track for his new album 
is called The Hills of Arran. 

The track, featuring Tara 
Westover on vocals and Myke 

was inspired by a dream and 
from stories from his grand-
parents, who visited Arran 
regularly and fell in love with 
the island’s hills.

The album, John’s sixth, 
will be released today (De-
cember 5).

The title track and single are 
already available on itunes, 
Amazon, Spotify and Band-
camp and on YouTube where 

A small but appreciative au-
dience attended author Doug-
las Jackson’s talk at the Brod-
ick Library last week as part 
of this year’s Book Week.

Organised by the Scottish 
Book Trust, the event encour-
ages a love of reading and 
writing by bringing authors, 
poets and playwrights to a 
Scottish audience.

Love of history
Accomplished author 

Douglas shared with the au-
dience his love of history and 
how this manifested itself in 

Ancient Roman history
author enthrals at Book Week

Author Douglas Jackson took part in this years Book 
Week at the Brodick library. 02_b49book01

his numerous books of Ro-

genre, Douglas has also writ-
ten thrillers and a particular-
ly enticing book called The 
Doomsday Testament which 
was well received in the liter-
ary world.

Insight 
The author also offered an 

insight into how he managed 

lished, and having worked as 
a journalist for 36 years, how 
this played a major role in 

readying himself for a career 
as an author. 

He credits having worked 
in a chaotic and noisy news-
room as having helped him to 
learn to switch off from ex-
ternal noise and focus on the 
task at hand, a skill that saw 
him writing large portions, 
if not complete books on the 
train between his home in 
Bridge of Allan and place of 
work in Edinburgh.    

Scourge of Rome is the lat-
est instalment of his series of 
books. Douglas read excerpts 

from this and his easy-going 
manner, along with the capti-
vating subject matter, ensured 
that his audience were kept 
enthralled and left wanting 
more.

His series of books are all 
available at Amazon and oth-
er good book stores.

Website
For more information on 

Book Week you can vis-
it  www.scottishbooktrust.
com or you can visit the au-
thor’s website at www.doug-
las-jackson.net.

New Meed album takes its inspiration from Arran 

Singer-songwriter John 
Meed whose new album is 
called The Hills of Arran.

it can be found by typing in 
its title. 

Showing scenic Arran land-
scapes, from the journey on 
the ferry to the waterfalls in 
Glen Rosa, the video takes 
in the sights of Arran all the 
way to the standing stones 
of Machrie Moor and Coire 
Fhionn Lochan.

Having been featured on 
several radio shows, includ-

ing BBC Radio Scotland and 
BBC Radio Wales’ Celtic 
Heartbeat, John’s music fol-
lows in the folk and acoustic 
tradition where he is often 
compared to Al Stewart or 
Richard Thompson.

Matthew Boulter of Amer-
icana UK said: ‘Meed deliv-
ers his lyrics in a style very 
similar to Leonard Cohen, 
not devoid of feeling but 

somehow disembodied and 

messages of the songs, which 
are grounded in much more 
familiar territory.’

The forthcoming album 
can be bought from John’s 
website – www.johnmeed.
net – for £7, where more in-
formation on him as an artist 
and his previous albums can 
be found. 

Mary’s 
Barber Shop 

Whiting Bay

OPEN CHRISTMAS 
WEEK

Monday 21st, Tuesday 22nd 
and Wednesday 23rd 9am - 4pm

Closed at 4pm on Wednesday 23rd 
until 18th February 2016.

Happy Christmas and 
merry new year to all

Please call 700546 
for any directions
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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Arran
Deliveries
Glasgow Depot
Arran Deliveries
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow G14 OHB

Arran Deliveries
The Parcel Point
Harbour Road,  
Ardrossan
North Ayrshire  
KA22 8BZ

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
Daily collection throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and surrounding districts

Tel: 01475 676 255
Fax: 01294 469 492

Open Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm
Accepting goods destined  
for the island

We deliver the goods
not excuses

press policy

 your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 
words in length for publication on this page. The 
editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses 
must be supplied, including on e-mails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime telephone number is also 
required for verification. Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact telephone number will not 
be printed. Please write or fax to: Letters Page, The 
Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran. 
E-mail editor@arranbanner.co.uk

WE AT the Arran Banner endeavour to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply with the Editors’ Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). We 
realise, however, that mistakes happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us, please let us know as soon as possible by 
any of the three methods: emailing editor@arranbanner.co.uk; 
telephoning the senior reporter on 01770 302142 or write to the 
Editor at Wyvex Media, Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, Oban, 
PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will investigate the matter. You can 
either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent body which deals with complaints 
from the public about the editorial content of newspapers and 
magazines. We will abide by the decision of IPSO.

‘To us a Child is born, to us a Son is given and He will 
be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace.’ (Isaiah 9:6)

Bogus callers
Sir,
I’d just like to let our custom-
ers know that there are fraud-
sters targeting some of the 
islands again.
 The fraudster has a Scottish 
accent and calls the custom-
er purporting to be from the 
bank; he tells them that a 
large amount has been with-
drawn from their account and 

-
ance. Other customers have 
been asked to provide online 
banking details.

Everyone who has been 
targeted has realised that the 
requests are not the normal 
processes the bank would fol-
low and have not given any 
information away, but I am 
just asking everyone to be 
vigilant.

Yours,
Karen Ward 
Branch Manager 
Royal Bank of Scotland 
Brodick 

Brewery success
Sir
The Isle of Arran continues to 
produce a quality and breadth 
of food and drink often unri-
valled in Scotland. In one of 
my last visits to the isle, I had 
the pleasure of touring the 
Arran Distillery with Master 
Distiller James MacTaggart, 
and chatting to Faye Water-
low and James about what 
more the Scottish Parliament 
could do for the business and 
Arran generally.
 It was in this context of a 
continued appreciation of 
what the isle produces that 
I was glad to see continued 
success for another Arran 
business, The Arran Brewery. 
 They have recently won a 
Silver Medal for their Arran 
Red Squirrel beer and, al-
though I have to admit more 
of a preference for a glass of 
red wine, I was delighted to 
see Arran continuing to be 
such a success for food and 
drink, not just in the west of 
Scotland but in Scotland as a 
whole.

Keep up the good work!
Yours,
Jackson Carlaw MSP
West of Scotland
(Scottish Conservatives)

Disappointing start
Sir,
Your item about the recent 
Serco presence on the is-
land states that ‘the meeting 
was poorly attended’. This is 
hardly surprising as the date 
shown in the Arran Banner 
was incorrect. 

As it was such a poor day, 
weather wise, on the adver-
tised date, (Monday, Novem-
ber 9) I phoned the caretaker 
at the Brodick Hall and was 
told that the meeting would 
be on Wednesday, November 
11 from 2pm to 8pm so I went 

apart from the caretaker.
About 2.30pm a party of 

four turned up, presumably 
the Serco personnel, but I had 
to catch a bus so I missed the 
presentation and had a wast-
ed journey. Not a good begin-
ning.

I have no doubt that island-
ers generally think that the 
outcome is a foregone con-
clusion but I did try to support 
such an important matter.

Yours,
M M Maule
Lamlash

Editor’s note: The advertised 
date of the event was changed 
by Serco after The Banner 
had gone to print. We subse-
quently posted the new date 
on social media. 

Little need for
concern
Sir,
The community on Holy Isle 
has submitted plans for six 
wind turbines to generate 
power for the island. Three 
15kW turbines will be sited 
near the Centre for World 
Peace and Health at the north 
end, and three at the south 
end near the Pillar Rock 
lighthouse. Each would be 
on a pylon approximately 15 
metres tall.

The application has raised 
concerns about visual impact 
and danger to birds. Howev-
er, the ecological and envi-
ronmental assessments of the 
application indicate that there 
is little need for these wor-
ries given the relatively small 
scale of the planned system, 
and the important point is 
that such objections do not 

take into account the conse-
quences of not allowing this 
and other such small scale 
community-based renewable 
energy developments.

We stand on the verge of 
massive environmental and 
climatic changes caused by 
our exploitation of the planet 
and our emissions of carbon 
dioxide, which will have, and 
indeed are already having, 

effects on human society and 
the natural world.

The detrimental effect of 
such climate changes on Ar-

outweigh anything associated 
with a renewable energy de-
velopment such as this one.

If we are to mitigate the 
worst of these effects we need 
to quickly reduce our carbon 
footprints, both as individuals 
and as communities.

One important element in 
doing this will be to move 
away from burning fossil 
fuels and increase our re-
newable energy supply, and 
small scale community-based 
renewable energy develop-
ments such as planned for 
Holy Isle are a vital and sus-
tainable way of doing this. 

The Holy Isle community 
is to be commended for this 
application.

Sincerely,
Dr Alan Bellamy
Kildonan 

Terminal thoughts
Sir,
In letters of November 14, 
Robin Gardner and Ian Fer-
guson list, what are to me, 
aspects of the new Brodick 
ferry terminal passenger 
handling layout which range 
from inconvenient to dan-
gerous with departures being 
by way of stairs and lifts and 
arrivals basically by stairs 
only, as well as all passen-
gers being subjected to a long 
walk on an overhead covered  
structure.

Unfortunately all of these 
concerns were put to CMAL 
at the beginning of the pro-
cess by myself and many oth-
ers. Nothing much changed 
and the designers ploughed 
on regardless with a layout 
which I described back then 
as appalling and my view has 

not changed. Of course many 
people on the island have no 
idea of what is in store for 
them, but I have yet to hear 
anyone with a positive view.
In fact the general feeling 
seems to be one of trepida-
tion. I suspect that the great 
perceived need for two piers 
and greater vehicle handling 
capacity relegated passengers 
to this set up but is it really 
too late. Must we have this  
foisted on us?

With things as they are now, 
I have noticed many elder-

getting on or off the gangway 
at the Brodick and Ardrossan  
terminals. What is all this 
time consuming passenger 
movement going to do with 
boat schedules.

Talking of Ardrossan don’t 
mention £22 milion and reli-
ability of service in the same 
breath. Would the new set-
up handle lower catamaran 
type vessels (John Rankin, 
November 21)? I realise we 
live on an island and weather 
has to be a factor but perhaps 
it might be more sensible if 
something  could be done 
about the terminal which 
causes the most trouble.

Since I started writing this, I 
see a letter from Guy Murray 
(November 28) again with 
very sensible suggestions for 
simplifying the new set up. 
Unfortunately all of these 
were put to CMAL at the be-
ginning, all of which were 
swept aside. I am afraid the 
result has always been cars 
win, foot passengers lose. I 
do hope that the writers of 
these letters send copies to 
the project team as I know 
that they do not necessarily 
read the Banner.

Alistair Glen
Brodick

Badminton league
Sir,
May I through your letters 
page inform all members of 
the badminton league that 
the next leagues are now 
pinned up on the notice board 
in Auchrannie Spa leisure, 
along with contact numbers. 
This league will last until 
Sunday January 31.

Matthew Johnson
Lamlash

The events of ‘Snowmageddon’ were revisited this week, 
when Scottish and Southern Energy (SSE) discussed the 
fateful week back in 2013 when 12-foot drifts and power 
cuts left people marooned from civilisation.

Fallen power lines meant some parts of the island, which 
also relied on electric heating, were without electricity for 
six days.

Island life has some unique challenges and we often feel 
at the mercy of the weather.

However, as discussed at the meeting, the very thing that 
is often seen as our weakness actually became our strength. 
The small communities rallied round.

SSE reported a high percentage of people showing the 
‘Highland spirit’. People helped their families, their 
friends, their neighbours – anyone they could – and did it 
without a moment’s thought. It was expected of them.

Doctors had intimate knowledge of their patients and 
could administer treatment or prescriptions quickly in an 
emergency.

People knew who their neighbours were, if they were 
at home and if they were likely to be struggling without 
power.

Local hotels and other businesses opened their doors to 
the public, using diesel generators to keep people warm.

So while Arran may face challenges such as higher living 
costs, a smaller economy, and can often be at the mercy 
of the weather, our smaller communities adapt well to a 
struggle. We are, in general, more trusting than our urban 
counterparts and know our neighbours better, according to 
SSE’s report. 

With the study under way and an academic paper to be 
published by SSE into how communities handle emergen-

-
ported back to the local authority, the community council 
and village associations.

With more joined up thinking and a continued showing of 
the ‘Highland spirit’, Arran will be ready if another emer-
gency hits the island.

Let’s hope that readiness is never called upon.

Arran will be ready if another
emergency hits the island
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The Arran Coastal Way pro-
ject was planned to be a two-
year programme of route 
improvements as well as sig-
nage and marketing updates. 

However, following an invi-
tation to apply for additional 
funds from its main funder – 
Coastal Communities Fund 
– the Arran Access Trust has 
been offered more grant mon-
ey to extend its current pro-
ject up to December 2016, an 
extra eight months.

The trust is delighted with 
the news and members are 
glad they can now complete 
some other areas of develop-
ment that have come to light 
since the project started.

A spokeswoman said the 
extra funds would enable it 
to offer two additional train-
ee footpath worker positions, 
over one year. It will also al-
low the trust to create a new 
coastal footpath from Cordon 
to Kingscross, to avoid the in-
land detour. Partnership with 
other groups to improve the 
Fisherman’s Walk footpath is 
now possible. 

The trust said it will work 

Soup and 
sandwich lunch
The wet and windy weath-
er last Saturday did not 
deter the loyal supporters 
of Dr Graham’s Homes, 
who turned out in droves to 
support the annual soup and 
sandwiches lunch in Brodick 
Church hall.  

People enjoyed a hearty 

conducted by Rev John Web-
ster in his usual exuberant 
style. The organisers wished 
to thank the faithful, dedicat-
ed friends of Kalimpong and 
to the loyal supporters who 
return year after year.  

The excellent sum of £840 
was raised which helps give 
impoverished and destitute 
Anglo-Indian children the 
opportunity to achieve self 

through care and education, 
at Dr Graham’s Homes, 
Kalimpong.

Funding boost for Arran 
Coastal Way project

The coastal way path, taken near Lochranza, looking over the Cock of Arran. 

with others to improve tour-
ism opportunities for wildlife 
watching, with new materials 
and events. It is also now pos-

sible for the trust to continue 
to make improvements and 
upgrades to the coastal way 
as a whole.

Details of the Arran Access 
Trust’s plans will be available 
at its annual general meeting 
(AGM) on Wednesday 9 De-

cember at 7.30pm at the Or-
midale Pavillion. 

The guest speaker at the 
AGM is Cameron McNeish.

like us on 

facebook

www.facebook.com/
arranbanner
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Lamlash sp
Christmas F

A young girl puts in her Christmas request as Santa and his elf hand out treats to 
the children. 02_b49sparkle04

Even the cancellation of fer-
ries and torrential rain could 
not dampen the spirits of the 
crowd that attended the Santa 
Sparkle on Lamlash Green last 
Saturday. 

The annual event, organ-
ised by Glenisle Hotel owner 
Geoffrey Dallamore, usually 
kick-starts the festive calendar 

of events with its offering of 
market stalls, good food, magi-
cians, musicians and the high-
ly-anticipated visit from Santa 
Claus. 

Festive cheer
Despite the atrocious weather 

earlier in the day, the Christ-
mas parade, the lighting of the 
village Christmas tree and the 

went ahead as planned with a 
feeling of festive cheer in the 
air, as the weather cleared up 
for the outdoor events. 

Organiser Geoffrey was 
amazed at the weather clearing 
up in time, saying: ‘It was as if 
someone up there was working 
with us.’

Gordon Allsop off ered 
visitors a taster session 
on the popular segway 
scooters. 02_b49sparkle02

Santa’s singing elves were 
on hand to assist Santa 
in his Christmas duties. 
02_b49sparkle03

Paul Smith provided the pork an
burgers. 02_b49sparkle06

Visiting from Glasgow were Jennifer, Fraser, Alastair 
and Grant Andrew, who wore animal hats for the event. 
02_b49sparkle05

Carol Shaw did a roaring trade with the candy fl oss stall. 02_b49sparkle07

Heather Queen Millie 
Young switches on the 
Christmas lights.
02_b49sparkle09

These children made the most of 
for Santa. 02_b49sparkle14

CHRISTMAS 
CONCERT

in 
CORRIE PARISH CHURCH
Saturday 12th December 7.30pm

With Peter Wilson, Crawford Logan and friends

Tickets £10 from the Book and Card shop 
or call 810210.
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parkles at
Festival

After Santa and Millie Young, 
the Heather Queen, arrived at 
the marquees to meet the very 
long line of eager children 
wishing to have a quick word 
with Santa, dance group Fan-
cy Feet entertained the crowds 
with their repertoire before 
magician Chris Dinwoodie 
performed his comedy and 

magic show for the children, 
creating an incredible selection 
of animals and other objects 
with balloons.

Switch on
After a very busy day for the 

stalls, including the ever-popu-
lar burger stall, Millie switched 
on the Lamlash Christmas tree 
lights, while the Arran Pipe 

Band performed to an audience 
of warmly-dressed supporters.

In the evening, live music 
from The Vests was appreciat-

play, which was designed and 
executed by Midnight Storm 
of Glasgow, wrapping up 
the day’s festivities with a 

d sage and beef and onion 

The Lamlash Green 
Christmas tree lit up and 
visible from a distance. 
02_b49sparkle10

Magician Chris Dinwoodie 
with one of his very 
popular balloon creations. 
02_b49sparkle08

the large puddles while waiting 

The Arran Brass Band perform Jingle Bells as the lights are switched on. 02_b49sparkle11

Jessica Tetlow and Tasha Murray manned the Cheese Shop stall. 02_b49sparkle12

Evelyn Houston was one of the volunteers who helped at the RNLI stall. 02_b49sparkle13

ISLAND CAROL CONCERT
LAMLASH CHURCH

Monday 7th at 7.30pm

Carols - Readings - Choirs/Solos - Arran Brass
Collection for 

CLIC Sargent Cancer Fund

INDIA & NEPAL
15TH “3KS” TOUR

“ Wonderful - Unforgettable - Enriching’
3rd - 23rd November 2016

~~~~~~~~~~~~
Enquiries to details from John G Webster: 

01770 700747
~~~~~~~~~~~~

BOOKINGS CLOSE 2nd MARCH 2016
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JOHN
ROBERTSON 
& SONS

Blackwaterfoot, Isle of Arran KA27 8EZ
Telephone/Fax: 01770 860243

Mob: 07799640214
Email: john.robertson2@btconnect.com

Reg. No. S3499

Joiners, Glaziers & Building Contractors

SERVICED 
PLOTS 

AVAILABLE
From Planning
to Completion

Joiners Ltd

TOP SOIL FOR SALE 

The Arran Brewery is celebrat-
ing a very successful year and 

beers.
The brewery is not new to 

winning awards, having won 
something every year since it 
was rescued from closure in 
2008. In 2010 the Arran Blonde 
beer took the best all grain 
wheat beer in Europe award, 
and in 2012 Arran Dark won 
the title of both Europe and the 
world’s best dark brown ale. 
This year, its newly-released, 
Sleeping Warrior took the title 
for the UK’s Best Barley Wine. 

Managing director Gerald 
Michaluk said: ‘We have some 
extremely talented brewers and 
they have done us proud. Win-

Ain’t Misbehavin sung carols at the Brodick Hall.

Successful year 
for brewery

well as achieving SALSA ac-
creditation, one of only three 
breweries in Scotland to reach 
this quality standard, is out-
standing. 

‘What is particularly pleas-
ing to see is that our latest craft 
beers, Arran Sleeping Warri-
or and Arran ID, took three 
awards but that our more tradi-
tion ales are still winners taking 
two awards for Arran Clyde 
Puffer and Arran Red Squirrel, 
showing that we have quali-
ty throughout the range. This 
year’s awards’ total matches 

awards in 2010 and 2012.’  
However, this year was 

the brewery has been congrat-
ulated by the Scottish Parlia-

ment.
‘I was rather pleased that we 

were mentioned in the parlia-
ment and congratulated, it is an 
honour,’ said Gerald.

‘Although I can’t help think-
ing it must have been a slow 
day, as I am sure they have 
much more important things 
to talk about, but none the 
less we are thrilled to be men-
tioned and I want to say pub-
licly a big thank you to all our 
staff at the brewery, around 
the country and overseas, our 
shareholders, our suppliers of 

and, of course, our sensible 
moderate drinking Arran Beer 
fans who make all this possi-
ble by buying our award-win-
ning beers.’

The Christmas lights adorn-
ing Brodick Village Hall were 
switched on last Sunday by 
Brandon Kane, aged six. 

Brandon, from Lamlash, won 

lights for the organisers who 
are raising money for Christ-

Brodick Christmas lights switch on
mas presents and for the annual 
village party which is to be held 
on Sunday December 20.     

The large crowd who attend-
ed were treated to Christmas 
carols sung by Ain’t Mis-
behavin, while enjoying the 
delicious homebaking and 
warmed mulled cider and tea 
and coffee that was on offer. 

There was also a ‘guess the 
weight of the cake’ competi-

drawn at the village party. If an-

even to contribute to the luxury 
hamper they can contact Clare 
Gilmore on 01770 302 822. 

The luxury hamper contains 
a variety of items including 
CalMac vouchers, chocolates, 
cheese and jewellery.

All of the money raised will 
go towards buying Christmas 
presents for Brodick children, 
up to primary 5, and to cover 
the costs of the village party.

*T&C’s apply

*
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Merry Christmas
Subscribe to the Arran Banner and receive

12 weeks 
FREE
+

2 FREE 
Candles 

Worth £20
Courtesy of The McKelvie Candle Company+a 2016  
Calendar

Worth £7.95

A photographer has rediscov-
ered Arran in a remarkable 
new book.

Graham Chappell of Arran 
Graphics says the inspiration 
for the book was a need to 
refresh his vast collection of 
pictures.

So, he says he ‘grabbed the 
camera, got in the car and 
enjoyed a few hours of redis-
covery’.

The result is the coffee-ta-
ble book Rediscovering Ar-
ran which has been published 
this month just in time for 
Christmas.

With the focus heavily on 
photography and with a light-
er touch applied to writing 
about the island, it is vibrant 
from cover to cover and illus-
trates the island in all weath-
ers and seasons.

This very colourful book 
is full of fascinating photos 
throughout the year. Whilst 
descriptive text is included, 
this is really a book to pick up 

President Evelyn Hamilton 
warmly welcomed a good 
crowd of Shiskine’s SWI 
members to the November 
meeting. The talk for the 
evening was ‘Birds on your 
doorstep’  given by Jim Cas-
sels from Kilpatrick.

Jim began his talk by ask-
ing everybody to just listen.  
The hall was silent and then 

throated diver calling as it 

high in the hills to its feeding 
area in the sea.  That was the 
most ear-catching beginning 
to a very enjoyable talk. 

There is so much that most 
of people don’t know about 
their local birds. Jim helped 
to increase their knowledge 

-

everyone all to go out onto 
the beach and into the coun-
tryside and enjoy the birds in 
their local area. He said that if 
they were going to enjoy their 
local birds they needed to be 
patient, watch and listen. And 
they really needed to use their 
binoculars, if they indeed had 
them.

Jim then took everyone on a 
shore walk from the Kinloch 
to Drumadoon Point. They 

saw the wide variety of birds 
in various habitats. Some 
were on the shore, others on 
the golf course, the cliffs and 
the sea. Just how does anyone 
tell the difference between all 
the species of gulls?  They 
learned how distinguish adult 
gulls using leg colour and 
wing colour. Jim talked a lot 
about legs and rumps, not 
to mention plumage – that 
brought many smiles.

woodlands and wet areas in 
the Shiskine Valley itself give 
a good variety of habitats. He 
also talked about the very fa-
miliar birds which so often 
appear on our doorsteps. Rob-
ins, blackbirds, dunnocks, 

list goes on and on. No one 
realised that last winter there 
were six species of geese in 
the valley, so there’s going 
to be lot to look out for in the 
coming months. To every-
body’s surprise and delight, 

-
dows partway through Jim’s 
talk. Did it want to come in 

slide of a west coast Arran 
-

er that members live in such 
a beautiful part of the world 

with so many birds to enjoy 
on their doorstep. Thanks 
were given to Jim for a very 
interesting, amusing and in-
formative evening.

There are two local Arran 
Natural History Society pub-
lications - the annual bird re-
port and the Arran Bird Atlas. 

These were given as prizes 
in a competition to guess the 
total number of birds featur-
ing in Jim’s talk. There were 
an amazing 88 different spe-
cies. The photo of the red 
throated diver was taken by 
Arthur Duncan.

Jim acknowledged the 
many photographers who had 
allowed the use of their pho-
tographs for the presentation.

The competition for home-
made soup was won by Fiona 
Scott, Alice Anderson was 
second. ‘My favourite bird 
ornament’ was won by Elinor 
Kinnaird and Carole Stewart 
came second. Jim’s books 
were won by Evelyn Ham-
ilton and Judith Porter. The 

Pat Adamson.
The next meeting will be 

on Wednesday, December 2 
when Jakki McLellan will be 
talking about card making.

   Susie Thompson

Shiskine Institute learns 
about birds on its doorstep

Rediscovering Arran in the 
comfort of your living room

The cover of the 
Rediscovering Arran book. 
20_b49coffee01

at your leisure. In addition to 
the photos of many of Arran’s 
landmarks, a comprehensive 
collection of aerial images is 

Graham’s images from heli-
copter trips in 2011 and 2012 
have ever been produced in 
this way.

Collection
Graham said: ‘The initial 

point of the book was to 
simply produce a coffee-ta-
ble story collection of pho-
tos from around the island. 
I have 10s of thousands of 

images taken over the past 20 
years that I have lived here 
but there was a need, I felt, to 
refresh my collection. At that 
point, in June of 2015, the 
reason behind the publication 
took on another meaning.

‘After 20 years, you can just 
forget why you chose to live 
here. Life becomes too busy 
to go out for a walk or a drive 
around the coast; to explore 
you own backyard.’

Rediscovering Arran is 
available at Arran Graph-
ics and its own online shop, 
priced £15.
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Art triumph in Edinburgh for 
Tim Pomeroy

Tim Pomeroy addresses the audience at the exhibition opening.

Arran artist Tim Pomeroy has 
just returned from the suc-
cessful opening of his solo 
Edinburgh exhibition at one 
of the most respected galler-
ies in Scotland.

The Fine Art Society in 
Dundas Street is hosting 

land for more than a decade 
and the response from the 
Scottish art lovers has so far 
been ‘more than encourag-

Tim poses with one of his artworks at 
his exhibition.

Another piece that was on display at the 
Fine Art Society in Dundas Street.

The Fine Art Society in Dundas Street, Edinburgh 
hosted the exhibition.

ing’, says Tim.  The exhibi-
tion entitled ‘Contemporary 
Sacred’ explores in sculp-
tures, drawings and paint-
ings, the artist’s  continuing 
sense of ‘what it means to 
have spiritual or otherworld-
ly feelings in an increasingly 
secular and materialistic soci-
ety, a society for which those 
feelings seemingly no longer 
have a voice’. 

Tim added: ‘And that extra 

spiritual dimension to life 
that seems to be tantalisingly 
always a grasp away.’

The sculptures in stone, 
marble, yew, bog-oak and 
bronze are derived from no-
tions of ritual and archaeolo-

power; physical power, reli-
gious power and fertility. In 
fact some of the pieces even 
have passing resemblances 
to ritual objects, though Tim 

nature of the rituals in which 
they might be employed. 

Tim said: ‘I have no specif-
ic ritual in mind. The objects 
I have made have genetic 
similarities to objects that 
could have been used in both 
pre-Christian and Christian 
ceremonies and sacred plac-
es. In fact I have gleaned as 
much visual inspiration from 
Polynesian/Oceanic cultures 
as perhaps northern European 
ones. 

‘They infer ritual purpos-

I hope they are regarded as 

beautiful; I hope they have a 
feeling of being precious.

‘These are properties with 
which I try to invest my 
work. And I am interested in 
longevity. I am not an artist 
who aspires to the ephemer-
al, the concept alone, the art-

of-the-moment art. I am an 
artist who takes a long time 
to make my sculptures and 
consequently I want them to 
bear witness for a long time. 
I know it’s an unfashionable 
stance but I defend it una-
shamedly.’

The exhibition runs until 
Wednesday December 23 and 
Emily or Camilla at the gal-
lery would be pleased to talk 
to any interested parties about 
Tim’s work. They can be con-
tacted on 0131 557 4050.  

It’s time for the red carpet 
as residents of  Arran, along 
with the rest of North Ayr-
shire, are given the chance to 
nominate their unsung com-
munity heroes for a top civic 
prize.

Nominations for the Os-
cars-themed 2016 Provost’s 
Civic Pride Awards have now 
opened, allowing members 
of the public to put forward 
the names of the dedicated 
volunteers and groups they 
believe deserve recognition.

All people and groups rec-
ommended for an award will 
be considered by a specially 
selected judging panel who 
will then choose a shortlist 

cars-style celebration dinner 
in the Seamill Hydro Hotel 
on March 18 next year.

Now in its sixth year, the 
Provost’s Civic Pride Awards 

Nominations are now open for 
the 2016 Civic Pride Awards

seeks to recognise the resi-

tion to improving the lives 
of others in the community 
would otherwise go unno-
ticed.

The star-studded event has 
also established itself as one 
of the most prestigious social 
events in Scotland, having 
been crowned ‘best awards 
scheme’ at this year’s Scot-
tish Event Awards.

Generosity
The dinners have raised 

nearly £100,000 over the past 
few years thanks to the gen-
erosity of local businesses 
who have taken tables, do-
nated prizes and signed up to 
sponsor awards.

Provost Joan Sturgeon said: 
‘I am looking forward to re-
ceiving a large cross section 
of nominations from through-
out North Ayrshire and would 

urge as many individuals and 
groups as a possible to rec-
ommend people for one of 
our Civic Pride Awards.

‘This year we are sticking 
with the Oscars theme as it 
gives us the perfect setting 
to showcase North Ayrshire’s 
exceptional talent and com-
munity spirit.’

The categories for the 
Provost’s Civic Pride Awards 
2016 are: North Ayrshire 
Community Group Award, 
North Ayrshire Citizen of the 
Year, North Ayrshire Young 
Citizen of the Year (Under 
25 years) North Ayrshire Arts 
and Culture Award and North 
Ayrshire Sports Award.

The nomination forms are 
available on the North Ayr-
shire Council website which 
allows people to propose 
their unsung heroes for one 
or more award. 
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TWENTY
YEARS AGO

Saturday 9 December, 1995
 Show cancelled

 Arran shop

Right: Jock Kelso is 
pictured with the 

Shiskine Golf Club’s 
Ryder Cup Trophy. This 

is the club’s fi fth year of 
holding the Ryder Cup, 
which should not to be 
confused with a lesser-

known international 
competition using a 

similar title. b49twe01

 Youth apprehended

 In brief

Ray Bremner seeks out a bargain at the Hospital Supporters League Christmas Fayre 
in Lamlash last Saturday. b49twe02

Three pupils in Primary 7 at the Brodick school have been awarded highly 
commended certifi cates for their entries in a road traffi  c poster competition. 
Presenting the prizes was road safety offi  cer Robert Gray with teacher John 
Pennycott. Prizewinners are, left to right: Ross Duncan, Sarah West and Sophie 
Gwilliam. b49twe03

Above: Colin Souter has once 
again won the annual Christmas 
Show and Sale, on Thursday, with 
his champion steer called Friar 
Tuck. Reserve champion was 
Neil Henderson with cross steer 
Jerome, named after an act on
Top of the Pops. b49twe04

The Lamlash Peter Pan pantomime took place last Thursday. In this scene, pirate 
Helen Macfarlane runs away from the crocodile while Hook, played by Mike Bailey, 
is unaware of the imminent danger. b49twe05
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DRIVE TIMESin association with Isle of Arran Brewery
What’s on

www.arranbrewery.com
Every day
Brodick Castle, Garden Open              9am-Dusk
Arran Brewery  Mon - Sat: 10am - 5pm, Sun: 12.30 - 5pm
Arran Brewery tour 2pm (limited spaces call for availability)
Lamlash Tennis Courts/Putting Green Open all day

Saturday 5th December
Army Cadets Auchrannie Road 11am –1 pm. 
Over 21s Disco Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa pool, 4-5pm
Arran Vets - Surgery 9.30am - 11am
Live music from Arran Ceilidh Band Fiddlers, Brodick from 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Brodick Castle Visitor Centre Brodick, 11am - 3pm
Arran Physiotherapy & Acupuncture Clinic arranphysiotherapy.co.uk 9-12noon
Blackwaterfoot bowling club rink game Blackwaterfoot bowling club, 1.15pm
Lamlash Bowling Club Rink Game Lamlash Bowling club, 2pm
WBay Bowling Club Rink Game Whiting Bay Bowling Club, 2pm
Ceilidh Dancing Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm - 9.30pm
St Brides Ladies Christmas Fayre Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Live Music from Andy Conway (Karaoke & Entertainment)  The PHT, Lamlash, 8pm
Shop Arran Weekend Various locations around the island, 9am onwards
Whiting Bay Christmas Market Whiting Bay Hall, 11am - 3pm

Sunday 6th December
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm-5pm
AA Meeting Brodick church hall, 5pm-6.30pm
Open Session - All musicians & singers welcome Fiddlers, Brodick 2.30pm
Brodick Castle Visitor Centre Brodick, 11am - 3pm
Live music from Dignity Dignity The PHT, Lamlash, 1pm
Shiskine Tree Lighting Blackwaterfoot Play Park, 5pm
Shop Arran Weekend Various locations around the island, 9am onwards

Monday 7th December
Over 50s Badminton Lochranza Village Hall, 2-4pm
Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Live music - North Country Winters Fiddlers, Brodick, 7.30pm
Morning Fitness Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
Table Tennis Corrie Hall, 6.30pm
Badminton Auchrannie Sports Hall,7-9pm
Arran Vets - Surgery 9am - 10.30am & 3pm - 4pm
Arran Junior Football Club Ormidale Park, 6-7.30pm
Circuit Training Auchrannie Gym, 6-7pm
WBay Bowling Club Rink Game Whiting Bay Bowling Club, 6.30pm
Citizens advice Ormidale Pavilion, 9.30am - 1.30pm
Lamlash Aerobix Arran High School Dance Studio, 6.30pm
RunArran Jogscotland Beginners Whiting Bay, 5pm
RunArran Mixed Ability Whiting Bay, 5.30pm
Bridge Club Lamlash Golf Clubhouse, 7.15pm
Scottish Country Dancing for beginners & improvers Corrie Hall, 2-4pm
Tae Kwondo Brodick Church Hall Adults & over 10s,7.00pm -8.30pm
Island Carol Concert Lamlash Church, 7.30pm

Tuesday 8th December  
Pop Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Youth Club Kildonan Hall, 7pm
Arran Vets - Surgery 9am - 10.30am
Rotary club Glencloy Suite, Auchrannie, 6.30pm
Healthy Outdoors NTS Ranger Centre, 10am - 1pm
Blackwaterfoot bowling club rink game Blackwaterfoot bowling club, 1.15pm
RunArran Run Coaching Lamlash, 5.30pm
Open Cricket Session Brodick Astro Turf 7pm-9pm
Non- competitive bridge  Brodick Golf Clubhouse, 7pm - 9pm
Scottish Country Dancing Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm
Lamlash Drama Club Arran High School, 6.30pm - 9pm
Winter Bowls Auchrannie, 7pm
Arran NFU AGM Auchrannie Resort, 7.30pm

Wednesday 9th December
Rock & Pop Bingo Ormidale Hotel 9.30pm
Tae Kwondo Arran High School Kids-6.30-7.30pm Adults-7.30-8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm
Arran Brass Rehearsal Brodick Church Hall, 7-9pm
Arran Vets - Surgery 9am - 10.30am & 6pm - 7pm
Yoga Auchrannie Studio, 9.30am-10.30am

Arran Heritage Museum Archives & Genealogy service 10.30-12.30 & 1.30-3.30
RunArran Mixed Ability Brodick, 5.30pm
Brodick Castle Visitor Centre Brodick, 11am - 3pm
Yoga-Arran Kinneil, Lamlash, 7-8.30pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick from 8pm
Drift Inn Quiz Lamlash, 9pm
Mixed Hockey Auchrannie Sports Hall, 7.30-9pm
Dog classes Whiting Bay Hall, 1pm
Knitting & Crochet drop in group Brodick Library, 4pm - 6pm

Thursday 10th December
Morning Fitness Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
General Knowledge Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Arran Vets - Surgery 9am - 10.30am
Ladies Hockey Ormidale Pavilion, 7.30-8.30pm
RunArran Mixed Ability Brodick, 6pm
Brodick Castle Visitor Centre Brodick, 11am - 3pm
Live music with Arn Bru Fiddlers, Brodick from 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Cardiac Rehab Auchrannie leisure club, 2-3.30pm
QuiltArran Lamlash Fire Station, 2-4.30pm
Brodick Embroidery Group Brodick Library, 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Burger & Quiz night Felicity’s @ Eden Lodge, from 7.30pm
Winter Bowls Auchrannie, 7pm
Bridge Club Brodick Golf Clubhouse, 7.15pm
Lochranza Kids Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6.15pm - 8pm
Lochranza Adults Badminton Lochranza Hall, 8pm
Christmas Panto - Jack & the Beanstalk Community Theatre, Lamlash, 7.30pm
 Friday 11th December
Yoga Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30am - 10.30am

Arran Youth Foundations Church Hall, Brodick 7pm-9pm
Arran Vets - Surgery 9am - 10.30am & 3pm - 4pm
Live music from the Buchaneers Fiddlers, Brodick, 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Brodick Castle Visitor Centre Brodick, 11am - 3pm
AA Meeting Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick, 8pm
Tae Kwondo Arran High School, Lamlash Adults,7pm -8.30pm
Christmas Panto - Jack & the Beanstalk Community Theatre, Lamlash, 7.30pm
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Public NoticesProperty

HOUSES/PLOTS FOR SALE
WITH FULL PERMISSION

WHITING BAY
Three and Four bedroomed houses 

for sale off plan
Also plots available by request.

Prices from £50,000

Contact: Marriott Services on 01505 850026 
or 07977485043

Tel:01770 700463 after 6pm or 
07970771960
(Can also be seen on: cottageguide.co.uk)

FOR CHRISTMAS
House/Home at a fair price

FERNCLIFFE  
COTTAGE
Cordon, Lamlash - £185,000

* Uninterrupted views of Holy Isle
* Detached 3 Bedrooms
* 2 Reception rooms
* Fully fitted kitchen/Diner 
* Double Glazed
* Central Heating
* Fully furnished 
Good clean decor with dishwasher, washing machine 
and Tumble Dryer. A complete family home or letting 
property with a perfect position and outlook

REVIEW OF NORTH AYRSHIRE 
COMMUNITY COUNCIL SCHEME

Notice is hereby given, in terms of Section 53 of the Local Government, Etc. 

(Scotland) Act 1973, of the second 8-week period of public consultation in respect of 

the Council’s review of the North Ayrshire Community Community Council Scheme. 

At a Special Meeting on 25 November 2015, the Council considered the consultation 

responses received during the initial 8-week period of public consultation which 

ended on 13 November 2015, and agreed that a number of proposed amendments 

to the Scheme should be taken forward for further consultation. 

Community Councils and the public are invited to submit any comments they 

may have on the proposed amendments to the Scheme. Details of these, including 

boundary maps, will be available for public inspection from the date of this notice:-

• in Cunninghame House, Irvine KA12 8EE

• at North Ayrshire Council’s website (www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk)

Any submissions should be made in writing to the undersigned no later than Friday 

5 February 2015.

THE NORTH AYRSHIRE COUNCIL 
(U87 MACHRIE MOOR ROAD,ISLE OF ARRAN) 

(TEMPORARY CLOSURE) ORDER 2015

Order made under Section 14(1) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, as 

amended, which will make it unlawful for any person to drive or cause or permit to 

be driven any motor vehicle (with the exception of vehicles engaged on Cattle Grid 

installation works) on U87 Machrie Moor Road, Isle of Arran, between B880 and C147 

by reason of works proposed to be executed on or near that road. 

Order in operation (24 HOURS) from 9am 7 December until 4pm 11 December 2015 

or until such time as the works are completed, whichever is earlier. 

Diversion Route

Diversion Routes will be signposted.

Access for Emergency Services will be maintained.

Elma Murray
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE

Kenneth Gibson MSP

15 Main Street, Dalry, KA24 5DL   Tel: 01294 833 687
Email: Kenneth.gibson.msp@scottish.parliament.uk
Facebook: kenneth.gibsonmsp   website: www.kennethgibson.org

will hold advice surgeries at the following times and locations. 
Monday 07 December
Lochranza & Catacol Village Hall 11.30 - 12.30
Shiskine Village Hall  13.15 - 14.15 
ACVS Office, Lamlash 15.00 - 16.00

No appointment necessary
To contact Kenneth outside these times, please contact his 
constituency office:

WANTED – PROPERTY TO LET
We are looking for a 3 bedroom  

furnished property to let in the Brodick  
area for an initial period of 15 months  

starting around January 2016.
Please contact Wendy Chisholm, CH2M HILL, 

Consulting Engineers, Glasgow
Tel: 0141 552 2000 or  

Email: wendy.chisholm@ch2m.com

Arran AGM
Tuesday 8th December 2015

Auchrannie Resort, Brodick
At 7.30pm

Guest Speaker: Andrew McCornick,  
Vice President
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OUT NOW!

Available from all WH Smiths, all good 
Independent Newsagents or online.

www.eqymagazine.co.uk

SCOTLAND’S NEWEST AND 
BEST EQUESTRIAN MAGAZINE
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Scottish Equestrian year 2015
ISSUE 1, 2015, £4.99
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Image: David Hay-Thorburn, loving his 

high-level view from the saddle

HORSE HEROES

01/04/2015   15:52:08

71

FORMER WORLD AND UK 

TREC CHAMPION DAVID 

HAY-THORBURN DISCUSSES 

WHY THE SADDLE IS THE 

BEST WAY TO SURVEY THE 

SCOTTISH LANDSCAPE

PHOTOGRAPHAANGUS BLACKBURN

Brenfield Estate in central Argyll, on the banks 

of Loch Fyne, is home to David Hay-Thorburn 

and his horses. From this stunning base he runs 

a livery yard and offers riding lessons, horse 

holidays and TREC training. ‘TREC is a fun riding 

competition that usually consists of three phases – 

namely, orienteering on horseback [POR], Control 

of Paces [CoP] and a cross-country obstacle course 

[PTV],’ explains David. 

The TREC competition involves using these skills 

and simulates the challenges any rider may encoun-

ter when out hacking. David first started because he 

thought it would be a great way to explore areas of 

natural and historic beauty that would not usually be 

accessible on a daily basis.

TREC has many benefits for both horse and rider.   

It encourages general horse knowledge and care, and 

develops a wide range of useful skills in the partner-

ship. In the horse it encourages calmness and versatili-

ty and in the rider personal development making them 

more independent and confident with their riding and 

also enhances social capabilities.

When asked about what makes exploring Scotland on 

horseback such a special experience, David happily waxes 

lyrical on the subject. 

‘Riding horses offers the chance to see the countryside 

from a different perspective,’ he says. ‘The extra height  

a horse gives you means that you are able to take in 

views that would be impossible to glimpse on foot. Also 

there is the opportunity to glimpse wildlife that you 

wouldn’t be able to on foot. Most wildlife do not see the 

horse as a threat, meaning that you can get a lot closer to 

some species.’   

Blazingtrail 

01/04/2015   15:54:32
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JOHN DIVINE
FURNITURE 
REPAIR & 

RESTORATION
Antique & Modern

FRENCH 
POLISHING

UPHOLSTERY
Blackwaterfoot – Isle Of Arran

Tel: 01770 860878  
Mob: 07733 738127

FURNITURE RESTORATION

UNDER

£30
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED 
ITEMS INTO CASH!

ARRAN BANNER CLASSIFIEDS

The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ
Tel: 01770 302142  Fax: 01770 302021

Email adverts@arranbanner.co.uk     www.arranbanner.co.uk
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PAINTER AND DECORATOR

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing 
of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part 
and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, 
books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer 
in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the 
event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, 
it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.

In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one 
or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge 
a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

GENERAL HANDYMAN

LORTON 
SERVICES

(Tony Brookes)

All types of fencing
(timber and wire), 

garden works, 
slabbing and 

general handyman.
All work considered, 

large or small
Tel: 

01770 820247

LOGS

Post title: Trainee Footpath Worker (2 posts)
Location: Brodick, Isle of Arran

Contract Type: Fixed term – 1 year,
January - December 2016, 37 hours per week.

Salary: Under 21 £5.50 per hour/£10,582 per annum.
Over 21 £6.75 per hour/ £12,987 per annum.

Closing date: Th urs 10th December.
See our website (www.coastalway.co.uk) 

or contact us for more details. 
Arran Access Trust, Forest Offi  ce, Brodick KA27 8BZ, 

(01770) 303926, 
arran@coastalway.co.uk

ARRAN COASTAL WAY PROJECT

FREE TO UPLIFT
Wallpaper pasting table Tel: 
302117
Caravan 34ft x 10ft Tel: 
600255

UNDER £30
Garden Bench £20 Tel: 
302659
2 Folding garden chairs with 
armrests £25 the pair, Dim-

thermostat good cond £8, 
Chest of drawers (4) vgc £20, 
Oscillating table fan 12” still 
in box never used £8, Camp-
ing table folds into shoulder 
carrying bag £5 Tel: 302659
Wylex 12 way consumer unit 
comes with RCD/MCBS and 
isolator £25, Navman Satnav 
vgc £30 Tel: 07790195150

 OVER £30
Boys mountain bike - Trek 
MT60 front fork suspension, 
6 dial gears, good condition 
suit age 6 - 9 £60 tel: 302297

Craghopper Ladies Parka 
Coat - Olive Size 10. As new 
condition. Waterproof and 
breathable Aquadry fabric. 
Attached hood with Faux-Fur 

with inner zip guard. Four ex-
ternal and two internal pock-
ets. Cost £100.00 and avail-
able for £40.00.Call Jane on 
700405.
Dewalt 28v hammer drill/
Chisel vgc £200 ono, Kguard 
CCTV equipment comes 
with camera, internet access, 
free dvd recorder and 21 
inch monitor £200 ono Tel - 
07790195150

WANTED

Lamlash/WB/Brodick area - 
tel. 601263

HOME & GARAGE CLEARANCE SALE
27 MURRAY CRESCENT LAMLASH

SATURDAY 5th December from 10am - 4pm

A FEW EXAMPLES...TOO MANY TO LIST.
HENRY HOOVER vgc £40   WINMAU DART BOARD/CABINET £20

DEWALT 18VOLT HAMMER DRILL KIT vgc £80
LASER JIG SAW vgc £30    Flymo rotary 19" £100

STIHL PETROL STRIMMER EASY START £80
PANASONIC HD HANDHELD VIDEO/STILLS CAMERA £100 ono

DIGITAL CODED DOOR LOCK £20
MECHANICS TOOLS....offers. + much more

Tel: 07790 195150

LAMLASH GOLF CLUB

Positions Available

TREASURER
Lamlash Golf Club has a vacancy in the position 
of the clubs Treasurer.  Starting date fi rst week of 

January 2016.

Persons interested in this part time position please 
contact the club. 

STARTER
Lamlash Golf Club has a vacancy in the position 

of starter/shop attendant.  This is a summer 
appointment beginning 19th March until 22nd 

October.  Minimum wage scale - hours are fl exible 
subject to interview.  Also subject to the interest of 

candidate’s this could be a joint role with the above.  
Closing date for application 31/12/2015.

For more details or to apply for both positions contact: 
Iain Murchie, Ardshonas, Lamlash, KA27 8JY in 

writing with references or email: tom@eyespace.co.uk

ARRAN MEDICAL GROUP
We are currently looking for a contractor 
to provide for all our garden maintenance 

needs. Please contact either Hazel 
Mackenzie or Ruth Betley on 600516 for 
more information if you are interested.

Closing date 18th December 2015. 
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CHURCH NOTICES

GRADUATION

21ST BIRTHDAY

THANK YOU

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH 

(Part of the Worldwide
Anglican Church) 

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay. 
Sunday, 6th December

Holy Communion, 11.00 am. 
Mrs Janis Gallagher.
Coffee after service.

ARRAN CHURCHES
TOGETHER

The Offering on behalf of 
hristian Aid at the

Christingle service on 26th 
November totalled £56.66.
There will be Carol Singing
outside Brodick Co-op from 
11.00 am – 12.00 noon on
 Saturday, 12th December.

  Collection for charity.
 ALL WELCOME TO COME 

ALONG AND JOIN IN!

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza,
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but working 
together
Minister:

 Rev Angus Adamson
 Parish Assistant:
 Mrs Jean Hunter:

Worship will be conducted in 
the above churches at the fol-

lowing times to which
all are invited.

Sunday 6th December
Lochranza and Pirnmill

Churches, 10.15am Morning 
Worship in Pirnmill Church.

Shiskine Church, 12noon
Morning Worship.

Brodick Church, 10.30am 
Morning Worship led by

string group ARCO. 
Corrie Church, 11.30am

 Prayer Meeting,
 12noon Morning Worship led 

by string group ARCO.
There will also be a Service of 
Worship in Montrose House 

at 1.30pm.
Monday 7th December,

 Island Carol Concert, 7.30pm
 at Lamlash Church 

Saturday 12th December
Carols at the Brodick Coop, 

11am to 12noon

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share”

Sunday 6th December
Kilmory 10am

Lamlash 11.30 am
Rev. Lily McKinnon

All welcome, including fami-
lies; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS, QUAKERS

Quakers meet every Sunday at 
11am. For meeting venue ring – 

830622, 820223

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND
(continuing)

Sunday 6th December
Morning Service 11am

Trust Housing Lounge, Glen 
Estate, Brodick

Evening Service  6-30pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick

Prayer Meeting
Wednesday 9th December

at 7pm
5 Glen Road.
All welcome

WHITING BAY AND
KILDONAN

 CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
 (Charity Number: SC014005) 

Sunday 6th December
 Worship for Advent will be 

conducted by the minister, Rev 
Elizabeth Watson, at 10.30am.  

Tea and coffee will be served in 
the Transept after the service. 

All most welcome.
 There will be a service in
 Cooriedoon at 2.30pm.

 All welcome.

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Sunday Morning Mass 11am

ARRAN BAPTIST CHURCH
Minister: Rev Vince Jennings

Sunday 6th December 
11am Morning worship
in the Ormidale Sports

Pavilion, Brodick
Tea and Coffee after the service.

Wednesday at 7.30pm
Home Fellowship Group for 

Bible Study and Prayer.
Contact phone no 600222
Everyone warmly invited

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

Sunday 6th December
Shiskine 11am (Church on road 

between Blackwaterfoot and 
Machrie)

Brodick 6pm (Church behind 

Rev Benjamin von Rensberg

Brodick Golf Club
There was no golf at Brodick last 
weekend due to the weather. Three 
intrepid golfers tried to play on 
Sunday November 29, but after 
Jimmy Armit was blown over, they 
decided to call it a day. 

Wednesday November 25 – Five 

Bridge results
The bridge results for the Boyd 
Trophy, Round two, held at 
Brodick on Monday, Novem-
ber 26 are as follows: 1 Alison 
Bilsland and Pat Adamson, 2 
Fiona and David Henderson 
and Tricia Martin and Douglas 
Hamilton. 

The results for the Aggregate 
Competition held at Lamlash on 
Monday, November 30 are as 
follows: NS 1 Tricia Martin and 
David Campbell, 2 Margaret 
and Douglas Bruce, 3 Anne 
McKelvie and Janie Maclure. 
EW 1 Brenda Livingstone 
and Morag Gardner, 2 Alison 
Bilsland and Fiona Henderson, 
3 Margaret MGill and Elizabeth 
McKellar.

The Arran challengers enjoying themselves in the Greenacres tearoom after the 
match. 

Arran curlers rise 
to cup challenge
Last Friday a small group of 
Arran residents caught the 
early ferry to Ardrossan, to 

in 19 years. 
The group, mainly from 

Lochranza, made the voyage 
following a plea in the Ar-
ran Banner from a Cumbrae 
curler asking Arran to form 
a competitive team to play at 
Greenacres Ice Rink, How-
wood. 

The Arran curlers, mainly 
from Lochranza, were taking 
part in a project to revive the 
County Cup – an inter-is-
land curling competition in-
volving Arran, Cumbrae and 
Bute, last played in 1986.

The initiative came from 
players from Millport, who 
are members at Greenacres 
and who, along with a cou-

ple who had driven up from 
Dumfries, made up numbers 

rinks for a practise match 

and also give some tuition 
to those from Arran unfa-
miliar with the game. 

An enjoyable time was 

had by all concerned, and 
a ‘proper’ match at the end 
of January is eagerly antici-
pated.

played through the drizzle with 
one winner, Charles O’Neill, 76-
14=62. There were no magic twos 
so it is yet another rollover. 

Tee-off every Wednesday at 
noon. All welcome.

Saturday December 5 – The 
Saturday cup will be a stableford, 
non-counter, make up your own 
games and play in the daylight. 

Shiskine Golf Club
Sunday November 29 – Gents 
12 Hole Medal and Winter Cup. 
Seven played in wild conditions 

scratch, Gordon Stewart 52-6=46, 
2 Colin Rutterford 57-10=47. 

Thursday December 10, Ladies 
12-Hole Medal, 10.30am tee-off. 
Saturday December 5, Gents 12- 
Hole Medal and Winter Cup, 1pm 
tee-off. Sunday December 6, AGA 
Winter League, (Duncan Trophy), 
course closed all day.

Arran Golfers Association 
Sunday December 6 – Win-
ter League/Duncan Trophy 
2015/2016, second round at 
Shiskine Golf Club.
 Draw: Shiskine v Brodick at 
8.30am, Machrie v Whiting Bay 
at 9.20am, Corrie v Lamlash at 
11.50am.   

Whiting Bay Golf Club
Sunday December 6 – AGA Win-
ter League, Rd 2 against Machrie 
at Shiskine, 9.20am tee-off. Usual 
Wednesday and Friday sweeps, 
weather permitting, meet up 
9.15am.

Corrie Golf Club
Monday November 30 – Mon-
day Cup, 1. A Smith 67-10-57, 
(bih), 2. A Napier 64-7-57. 2s. J 
Adam, A Smith, A McDonald, J 
McGovern

Winter Cup. Ballots 8.30am and 
noon.

Sunday December, 6, Winter 
League at Shiskine.

Lamlash Golf Club
Thursday November 26 – Yellow 
Medal. CSS 61, Par 62. 1. John 
O’Sullivan 82-19=63, 2. Tom 
Paterson, BIH. 
 There were no 2s but Tom Pat-
erson had a hole-in-one on one 

the course, 67-0=67. Well done, 
-

ber 6, Winter League at Shiskine, 
team game, Lamlash v Corrie. 
Thursday December 10, Yellow 
Medal, 11am start.

JOHN CORBETT  
Graduated from Strathclyde University,  

getting an MSc with distinction in Biomedical 
Engineering. Well Done John

Barran Log Supplies
I would just like to thank my customers over the last four 

years for their business.
Also would like to wish Grant Irving (GI Logs)  

who has bought the business from me

good luck with his new venture.

Please note I will continue to be selling a variety of  
Hard and Soft wood briquettes and can be contacted on

07827 777 875 regarding them or on Facebook,  

Barran Log Supplies.

Happy 21st Birthday Christopher - (Babbies)
Love from all the family xx
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NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING

Recycled paper made 
up 75.5% of the 

raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004

It’s not very often that the Banner report on the sad passing 
of a pet but with Benji the Clydesdale horse an exception has 
been made. 

Benji was as much a part of island life and the Arran social 
scene as any Arran luminary. Having attended many events 
and functions, Benji was the horse that many Arran eques-
trians learnt to ride on and his gentle nature endeared him to 
all who knew him. Having originally come to Arran in 1992 
at the Cairnhouse Riding Centre, Benji belonged to Dawn 
MacAlister and latterly Julie Graham, who summed up the 
feelings of all who came to know and love him. In celebration 
of the recent National Poem Day and his life, Julie Graham 
wrote the following poem:

Benji, a much-loved
Clydesdale 1992-2015

I arrived on Arran when I was three,
Came out the trailer feeling free,
Met by Dawn’s dainty lot,
Who sniggered  and said who’s this big clot?

And learnt to jump up to, two-foot ten,
She took me to events and shows,
And I won rosettes which made me glow.
Back to Cairnhouse Riding  Centre,
The herd exclaimed, ‘you do look better’,
Clipped out and smartened up,
You’re one of us now big chap.
The summer came and I did one hour rides,
Carrying the punters  along with  pride,
To the sandy beach we went,
I thought that this was a great event.
I started to do the two-hour hacks,
With ‘those riders’ who sat upon my back,
Machrie Moor and Benjo’s leap,
Many of them I deposited in the peat.
Saturday lessons I taught the kids to ride,
They loved me because I was on their side,
When Dawn shouted, ‘that was pants’
I would say ‘hey don’t listen to her rants’

The vet, a tall, imposing man,
Came every year, his face deadpan,
We all clattered about as he came to see us,
Determined to make a great big fuss,
I stood and waited my turn,
The jag would make my poor neck burn,
My mouth full of water ready to spit,
He laughed as I got him, a direct hit,
The gob full of water,  became my best trick,
Many caught out as I worked out who I would pick,
Those with new clothes or nice hair,
Were the best to get a laugh at their despair.
I hated the clippers on my face and legs,

But once done I knew it was for the best,
As I had been entered for a dressage test.
For me cross country was the best,
I could speed up and overtake the rest,
The others would  stop and mess about,
Not me, I did not want to give my dainty legs a clout.
The monthly winter points were a special treat,
As I was always picked to compete,
Every time I went  round clear,
I came out the ring to a rousing  cheer.
Christmas was a joy to behold,
Fancy dress oh so bright and bold,
I  carried Santa with such pride,
Always one who couldn’t ride.

Which I often stole to have for lunch.
They  made me stagger about a bit,
At the Christmas gymkhanas that were such a  hit.
I lived at Granny’s hill with my mates,
We all got out one night and made a local man irate,
We wrecked his grass just up the hill,
And Dawn got landed with a hefty bill.
My red tartan rug made Allister MacAlister laugh,
Are you making a fool of that big horse he asked,
But it kept me warm dry and I could be seen,
Under the moon’s bold and striking beam.

She was so nervous but became my friend,
She loved me dearly and spoilt me rotten,
A carrot or an apple never was  forgotten.

Cos at the door I always dropped a toollie,
This made us laugh, but Dawn got really mad,
And exclaimed ‘for business this is very bad’.

Dawn taught her to ride and jump at events,
And off to the Farmers Show we went,
Both dressed up, we shone like brass,
We came second in the Working Hunter Class.
Something special had for us begun,
We did so much together and had tons of fun,
She pampered and treasured me for many years,
So I helped her through her grief and tears.
You see her husband Hooks had become so ill,
There was no cure for him with pills,
He passed away last  November,
A date we’ll both remember.
I was very happy at Cairnhouse Stables,
I  worked my time as long as I was able,
I loved a joke and made so many people laugh,
But oooo I did so hate those blessed baths.
At  the age of 23 my time has passed,
And I have now been laid to rest at grass,
Think of me, Big Benji and don’t be sad,
The Cairnhouse Clydesdale, a handsome lad.

‘Pile on Benji’ was a popular game which Benji and 
children loved.

Left: Benji the much-loved Clydesdale.
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