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Son flees burning cottage
after stove blaze accident

A man has had a lucky escape 
from a burning farm cottage 
outside Brodick.

Christian Roots was sound 
asleep last week when he 
heard a loud bang in the 
middle of the night, which 
he thought may have been 
caused by the cat.

But when he awoke he re-
alised there was an orange 
glow coming from the living 
room. And when he opened 
the door he was met with a 

with burning embers drop-
ping from the ceiling. 

Gasping for air, Christian 
managed to make it to the 
front door where he raised 
the alarm. 

within minutes to tackle 
the blaze, which has left the 
cottage badly damaged, and 
Christian without a lot of his 
personal possessions.

‘We are just so grateful no 
one was hurt,’ said his mum 
Rachel Lambie. ‘What could 
have happened if Chris-
tian had not been woken up 
doesn’t bear thinking about.’

ly hours of last Friday morn-
ing at Burnbank Cottage, 
one of three holiday cottages 
Rachel and Stewart Lambie 

Holy Isle
windfarm 
plans are
lodged
A windfarm development on 
Holy Isle moved a step closer 
this week with the submission 
of a full planning application.

The Buddist monks, who 
own the island, want to erect 
six wind turbines, three at 
each end of the island, to 
power most of their energy 
needs.

The application to North 
Ayrshire Council planning 
department is for the erection 
of six 20.2-metre high tur-
bines with associated under-
ground cabling.

The application is in the 
name of Howard Sargent 
of The Rokpa Trust, which 
is based at the Samye Ling 
Centre in Eskdalemuir, Dum-
friesshire and runs the Holy 
Isle retreats.

to discuss the potential for 
small wind generation on 

have also been on Holy Isle to 
discuss the feasibility of the 
proposals, including site lo-
cation and relative suitability 
of turbines of different typol-
ogies. They have also visited 
the Kingspan wind turbine 
factory, whose turbines the 
project would use.

It was back in May that 

wind farm plan for Holy Isle 
during pre-planning work. 

Continued on page 2

Christian outside the cottage with the roof and chimney damage clearly visible. 20_b48fi re03

have at Burnbank Farm in 
Glen Rosa outside Brodick.

ished an aboriculture and 
horticultural degree at Rease-
heath College in Cheshire 
and is staying with his mum 
on Arran for the winter before 
returning to Cheshire.

He was using one of the 

holiday cottages, which was 
completely renovated last 
year.

Christian said: ‘I had been 
doing some tree surgery and 
when I got home it was quite 
cold so I put on the wood 
burning stove as that is the 
only heating I have.

‘I went to bed and left the 

wakened by a loud bang at 
around 3.30am. I thought at 

then I saw a strange orange 
glow under the bedroom 
door. When I opened the 
door, I was met with a wall of 

was well alight. I managed to 

get to the door and ran to the 
farmhouse to raise the alarm 

were on the scene in minutes 
followed by the Lamlash 
crew, who spent several hours 
tackling the blaze. 

Rachel said: ‘The                       
Continued on page 2
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8-seater taxis available

Ardrossan Harbour to:

Glasgow Airport
£35.00

Prestwick Airport
£25.00

Return bookings and other 
prices on request.

It pays to advertise in the Banner

Send your 
photos 

and stories to 
editor@arran
banner.co.uk

like us on 

facebook

www.facebook.com/
arranbanner

Mum is full of praise for quick 

Continued from page 1

Christian at the stove which is thought to have started the 
fi re with the burnt roof above him. 20_b48fi re01

Continued from page 1

A map showing the site of the three 
wind turbines at each end of Holy Isle. 
20_b48wind01

Christian clears the 
debris at the back of 
the cottage. 
20_b48fi re02

Approval bid for 
windfarm plans

frequent across 

to transform 
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ARDROSSAN 
HARBOUR
TO YOUR DESTINATION

Mainland Taxis
07921 998457
01294 463556
Glasgow City Centre £42

Glasgow Airport £35

Prestwick Airport £25

Irvine Central Hospital £14

Crosshouse Hospital £20

Ayr Hospital £32

Troon Harbour £22

Kilmarnock £23

Ayr £28
For other quotes just ask!
Friendly Reliable Service
www.mainland-taxis.co.uk
7 SEATER WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE VEHICLE 
AVAILABLE

COTTAGES
&CASTLES
THE VERY BEST OF SCOTLAND

Join us. We’re the biggest  
holiday letting company in  
Arran, the biggest in Scotland 
and we’ve the biggest customer 
base by a long way. Add a state 
of the art website and booking 
system and you know you’re  
going to get the occupancy  
levels your property deserves.

cottages-and-castles.co.uk 

Footpath in honour of 
Arran’s most famous son

Youth card 
delivery service 
returns for 
Christmas
Arran Youth Foundations 
will once again deliver 
Christmas cards throughout 
Brodick, raising money for 
the local Salvation Army by 
doing so.

With postboxes at the Play 
Barn and Little Rock cafe 
open from Friday, November 
27 onwards, the youngsters 
will charge just 30p per 
card and deliver on foot 
throughout December. The 
last date for dropping cards 
in to either postbox is Friday,  
December 18.

AYF youth work project 
manager Graeme Johnston 
said: ‘It is always good for 
young people to do some-
thing nice in their local 
community and for the past 
few years, the young people 
of AYF have given up a lot 
of their time at Christmas to 
deliver cards.’

Graeme points out that the 
young people are delivering 
on foot, so addresses need 
to be within Brodick village 
only.

Craft shop bid 
at Cladach
An application has been 
made for the erection of a 
single storey craft workshop 
at Khartoum, Cladach on the 
woodland site of a former 
craft building destroyed by 

Mr and Mrs Les McLeod of 
Whiting Bay run a successful 
craft business from home 
and now require larger dedi-
cated premises to sustain and 
develop their enterprise, ac-
cording to papers submitted 
to North Ayrshire Council 
planning department.

The new wooden building 
would utilise the concrete 

is still at the site.

of the planning application, 
states: ‘The proposed craft 
workshop business will 

businesses in the immediate 
Cladach area.’

sidering the application.

A proposal has been made to 
create a footpath to the birth-
place of Daniel Macmillan, 
founder of the global publish-
ing house of Macmillans and 
grandfather of Prime Minis-
ter Harold Macmillan. 

Daniel Macmillan, who is 
arguably Arran’s most fa-
mous son, was born on Sep-
tember 13, 1813 in a croft 
called Achog above the north 
end of Corrie.

Although Daniel was to 
spend most of his life in Ir-
vine, London and Cambridge, 
he always acknowledged the 

on him. Harold Macmillan 
was also particularly proud of 
the family’s humble origins 
on Arran and kept a photo-
graph on his desk at No 10 
Downing Street of the croft at 
the Cock of Arran which had 
belonged to Daniel’s grandfa-
ther Malcolm.

The idea for the footpath 
came from David Pott of 
Lochranza. He said: ‘I had 
been doing some historical 
research on the origins of 

Daniel Macmillan

The site of Achog above Corrie.

the congregational church at 
Sannox and I was intrigued 
to discover that two of the 
founder members of the 
church were Duncan and 
Katherine Macmillan who 
were Daniel Macmillan’s 
parents. Daniel’s aunt Janet 

church, Alex Mackay, and, 
because both his parents died 
when he was quite young, he 
frequently came back to vis-
it his uncle and aunt at the 
manse adjoining the church 
in Sannox.’

In September of 2013 David 
arranged some events in con-
nection with the bicentenary 
of Daniel Macmillan’s birth 
and this included a walk to 
his birthplace at Achog. Back 
in 1940, the ruins of the black 
house were still standing but 
the area became a training 
ground for the Comman-
dos and Achog was used as 
a target for mortar practise. 
Currently the only access to 
Achog is via a path near the 
Cat Stone.

‘It is just a pile of rubble 
now, but it is still moving to 

person born in such humble 
circumstances was destined 
to make such a global im-
pact,’ said David.

‘It seemed surprising to me 
that there is nothing at all on 
Arran to acknowledge the 

millan so I began to conceive 
of the idea of a footpath with 
an associated interpretation 
panel about Daniel’s extraor-
dinary life.’

The project has the sup-
port of George Macmillan, 

the chief of Clan Macmillan 
and David believes that if the 
project could be realised, it 
would be an attractive addi-
tion to Arran’s tourism pro-

David is keen to share his 
ideas with others on the is-
land who might be interest-
ed and can provide further 
details on 830317 or email 
dlpott@gmail.com

The BEST WESTERN 
Kinloch Hotel, Leisure Club 

& Public Bar plus Brae Salon & 
Blackwater Bakehouse,

will be closed for electrical maintenance
from Monday 07th December re-opening 

Monday 12th December.
During this closure The Black Grouse 

will be open on set days, 
please call 01770 860 202 for details.

We apologise for any inconvenience 
this may cause



Got a story?         
Call 01770 

302142
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At its temporary home, the seal can be seen outside 
Marvin Elliot’s workshop.  02_b48marvin01

Public 
meetings on in 
Brodick
Just a reminder that there are 
two public meetings being 
held in Brodick next week.

vember 30 in Brodick Hall 

Electric Power Distribution 
(SHEPD) will be discussing 

bers of the public.

ing is to be held when the 

chance to meet George Leslie 

the contract to redevelop the 

One of the photographs from the exercise in March. 
Photo CPO Tam McDonald (Crown Copyright) 

Routine training 
exercise turned 
into ‘threat to 
Scots ferry routes’
ting it wrong this week after 
the publication warned that 
Islamic State terrorists could 

showed what claimed to be 

edonian Isles amidst fears of 
an attack.

Routine

out was that the images were 

‘The picture shows a routine 

taking place on our ships for 

Boat Service had launched 

training.

sources that the SBS had an 

the new terror threat from the 
sea.

crack troops had increased 

ercises in case Isis launch a 
sea assault. 

Corrie seal makes its third

The famous Corrie seal has 
made a bid for freedom again 
after being washed off its 
rock. 

is awaiting more favourable 

stored to its home rock. 

and was discovered on an 

before being returned to its 

has said that he will continue 

but because it is made of 
wood the tide comes up and 

shears the bolts and rips apart 

would be reattaching it with 

stop it roaming again. 
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Club draw 
winners
The winner of the October 
draw of the Lochranza and 
Catacol 200 club was Fiona 
Hamilton with Avril Cuddihy 
as runner-up.

Brenda and Jim Stewart are joined by Julia Masurier at the start of the Lamlash 
beach clean up on Sunday, after it was postponed the previous weekend due to the 
weather. Organised by Lamlash Improvements, the trio started by clearing the site 
of the recent Guy Fawkes bonfire in the village. 20_b48beach01

Colouring book 
launch
Brodick Libary is hosting the 
launch of a new colouring 
book written by Cicely Gill 
and illustrated by Lesley 
Vanbogerijen. 

Produced by the Com-
munity of Arran Seabed 
Trust (COAST) the story is 
called ‘Kirsty, Jamie and the 

readings for children, and 
any adults, who would like to 
attend, from 4pm to 5pm on 
Tuesday December 1. There 
will also be crafts available 
on the day. 

Lochranza Centre given 
a new lease of life

Poppy appeal 
money raised
appeal ahead of Remem-
brance Day raised £629.83 
in Lamlash and £903.31 in 
Shiskine, Blackwaterfoot 
and Machrie. Brodick raised 
£1,710.51 through the sale of 
poppies and wristbands.

An Arran outdoor centre, 
which had faced the threat 
of closure, has been saved by 
two men who have ambitious 
plans for the future.

The Lochranza Field Stud-
ies Centre, previously run 
by PGL, became Lochranza 
Centre CIC last month. The 
directors of the new compa-
ny are Stuart Blake and Chris 
Traill, who have managed the 
centre on behalf of PGL for a 
number of years. 

They have pledged the cen-
tre will continue to provide 

-
tivities to school groups, uni-
formed organisations, univer-
sities and families. 

The new organisation has 
been set up as a ‘not-for-

company and will continue to  
provide important employ-
ment for the north of Arran 
with around 14 staff.  

The centre offers meeting 
rooms for community groups 
and supports other Arran or-
ganisations such as The Ac-
cess Trust and First Respond-

ers. They are also interested 
in other ways that the centre  
may be able to provide sup-
port, facilities and services in 
the future.

Current considerations 
include a local geology in-
formation trail, village geo-
cache, rhododendron man-
agement and squirrel bridges. 
They are also open to any 
other ideas the community of 
the north end may have.

The centre offers educa-
tional courses in geology, 
geography, biology and en-
vironmental science. It also 
provides a range of activi-
ties including gorge walking, 
climbing, abseiling, moun-
tain biking, canoeing, raft 
building and archery.

The accommodation can 
cater for up to 100 guests at 
a time with a range of rooms 
from twin-bed en-suite to 
eight-bed bunk dormitories. 
During school holidays they 
offer all-inclusive family ac-
tivity holidays.

With increased visitor num-
bers to the island they can 

provide an important source 
of group accommodation for 
any trip or event. They can 
also accommodate confer-
ences and provide corporate 
team building activities.  

The centre will be holding 
-

day, December 5 from 11am 
until 2pm.  

Chris said: ‘Please come 
along and view the facilities 

and meet the staff. Hot mince 
pies, tea and coffee will be 
available in the dining room. 
Weather permitting you may 
be able to try your hand at 
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If anyone thought they knew 
the Pierhead Tavern...think 
again.

New owners Jane and Alistair 
Howe have completely trans-
formed the pub, universally 
known as the PHT, making it 
unrecognisable from its previ-
ous guise.

Anyone passing will have 
seen the huge amount of work 
which has been required to 
bring the pub back to life - and 
there was even more work in-
side.

The couple even went the ex-
tra step of removing part of the 
roof to create a rooftop beer 
garden, which has spectacular 
views over Lamlash Bay, and 
will be ready to open in the 
spring.

In the meantime, the couple 
had been concentrating on get-
ting the inside ready for a soft 
opening yesterday (Thursday) 

been created with the new bar 
opening.

But Jane admitted it has not 

‘It may have been hard work 
and trying at times, but to see 

while.’
Many feared the PHT would 

never open its doors again 

Music very muc
at new look Pier
Rooftop terrace has splendi

when it closed down in 2104 
and planning permission was 

for who the purchase of the 
PHT represented a complete 
life-changing decision. Before 
they came to the island at New 
Year for a break they had never 
been to Arran before, but they 
fell in love with the island and 
the location and development 
potential of the PHT.

thought when I looked through 
the window of the PHT. It was 
completely derelict,’ Alistair 
said.

an even worse state when they 

had fallen through the roof of 
the pool room and the other 
was practically falling into the 
cellar, the back wall was rot-
ten, the drains and sewers were 
blocked, there was dry rot, wet 
rot and mould everywhere.

‘Layers upon layers had been 
put on top of previous ones 
and when you took them off 
you knew at the end of it you 

thing good,’ Alistair said.
Everything which had been in 

the building had simply been 
thrown out the back of the pub 
and into outhouses - furniture, 
kitchen equipment and all the 

‘We found some nice old 
photographs, including an 
aerial shot of the hotel from 
the 1990s, which had simply 
been dumped outside. It took a 
huge amount of clearing,’ Jane 
added.

After eight months of work 
the results are now visible for 
all to see. Gone is the public 
bar and restaurant to make one 

The Pierhead Tavern team, left to right, Megan McGill, owners Alistair and Jane Howe, Mega
jnr. Inset: The new look lounge bar. 20_b48pierhead01 and 20_b48pierhead01

Owners Jane and Alistair How

The repainted Pierhead Tavern. 20_b48pierhead08

The new rooftop terrace which will open next spring. 20_b48pierhead06

like us on 

facebook

www.facebook.com/
arranbanner
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to all my relatives 

and friends from 

John Smith, Oban

Merry 
Christmas & 
a happy 
New Year

to all my relatives 
and friends from 

John Smith, Oban

SEASONS GREETINGS

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy 
New Year
to all my relatives 
and friends from 
John Smith, 
Oban

Arran Banner, Brodick  Tel: 01770 302142
ONLY £19.99 (inc. VAT.) OPTIONS A,B OR C.

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS
Published on 12th December

£19.99

20 words maximum    PRIVATE ADVERTISERS ONLY 

ch on the menu 
rhead Tavern 
d views over Lamlash Bay

big bright open room with a 
space for live music at one end 
and a woodburning stove, in 
the reopened chimney, at the 
other.

One of the few remaining 
features from the old PHT is 

and the stone surround of the 
bar. But even that was anoth-
er arduous chore for Jane who 
cleaned each one, with a lot of 

elbow grease and a scouring 
pad, to remove years of grime 
and tobacco stains from the 
dark days when smoking was 
allowed in pubs.

been laid across the new look 
bar and modern chairs and ta-
bles will provide seating for 
the 40 to 60 guests the venue 
can accommodate.

Music is very much at the top 

of the agenda at the new PHT 
and every weekend there will 
be live music with the Satur-
day night rock out, followed 
by more mellow mixes on a 
Sunday.

The live music starts tonight 
(Saturday) with Badstone 
playing rock, blues and soul 
covers and Jane has other 
bands booked for the coming 
weeks as well. And musician 
Jane, who plays the bass guitar, 
has even formed the Pierhead 
Tavern Band which will also 
be playing regularly in the bar.

The bar will have a pool table 
available for competitions and 
a lending library of books, and 
while the TV will not be on all 
the time, it will be available for 
big football matches and oth-
er events. The venue will also 
have conference facilities.

The pub is also installing two 
showers which will be avail-
able to sailors, cyclists and 
others engaged in outdoor pur-
suits and a cycle washing area.

‘We have listened to what 
people want and we want to 
serve the whole community,’ 
said Jane. ‘We will have a pi-
ano by Christmas and, while 
we are not serving food on 
Christmas Day, it would be 
great to get people round the 
piano for a good old fashioned 
sing song in the afternoon.’

Bar manager Michael Bailey pours a pint. 20_b48pierhead02

an Holman, chef Liam Atkinson and bar manager Michael Bailey, usually known as Bailey 

Megan McGill does some fl ower arranging. 20_b48pierhead03

we beside the new woodburning stove.  20_b48pierhead04
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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Arran
Deliveries
Glasgow Depot
Arran Deliveries
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow G14 OHB

Arran Deliveries
The Parcel Point
Harbour Road,  
Ardrossan
North Ayrshire  
KA22 8BZ

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
Daily collection throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and surrounding districts

Tel: 01475 676 255
Fax: 01294 469 492

Open Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm
Accepting goods destined  
for the island

We deliver the goods
not excuses

press policy

 your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 
words in length for publication on this page. The 
editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses 
must be supplied, including on e-mails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime telephone number is also 
required for verification. Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact telephone number will not 
be printed. Please write or fax to: Letters Page, The 
Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran. 
E-mail editor@arranbanner.co.uk

WE AT the Arran Banner endeavour to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply with the Editors’ Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). We 
realise, however, that mistakes happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us, please let us know as soon as possible by 
any of the three methods: emailing editor@arranbanner.co.uk; 
telephoning the senior reporter on 01770 302142 or write to the 
Editor at Wyvex Media, Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, Oban, 
PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will investigate the matter. You can 
either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent body which deals with complaints 
from the public about the editorial content of newspapers and 
magazines. We will abide by the decision of IPSO.

‘The prophet of the Most High will go on before the Lord 
to prepare the way for Him, and to give His people the 
knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of their 
sins.’ (Luke 1: 76-77)

Ageing population
Sir,
There have been calls recent-

class’ island. Leaving aside 
whether this might mean dif-
ferent things to residents or 
visitors, a barrier to Arran de-
veloping economically, is its 
demography. 

A previous article in the 
Banner (5/10/13) noted that 
Arran’s population had fallen 
by 7.9 per cent from 2001 to 
2011. It was also highlighted 

of that fall could be attribut-
ed to the greater number of 
deaths than births attributed 
to normally residents of the 
island (418 between 2001 and 
2012).  This trend has contin-
ued with 89 more deaths than 
births from 2013 to 2014.

If births continue to be sig-

then the island population 
will continue to fall. The one 
factor that could alter this sit-
uation is if Arran can attract 
more people to live there than 
leave.

Newly released census data 

Thus, in the year before the 
2001 census, 93 more people 
came to live on Arran than 
left (344 compared with 251). 
Similarly, in the year before 
the 2011 census, 78 more 
people came to Arran than 
left (273 compared with 195). 

So, it would appear that Ar-
ran can attract people to come 
and live on the island. 

It is unlikely, however, that 

to counteract the excess of 
births or deaths but it is likely 
that that there will be a fur-
ther, gentle population de-
cline.

These demographic dynam-
ics are also changing the age 
structure of the population.

Thus, while 22.8 per cent of 
Arran’s residents were 65 and 

30.6 per cent in 2011. This 
change partly arises from Ar-
ran’s residents getting older 
but also from some of those 
coming to live on Arran being 
in the older age groups.

There will be contrasting 
views of what constitutes a 

few would regard a declining 
and ageing population as an 
ideal foundation. These de-
mographic factors raise the 
issue of the available policy 
instruments that could change 
this situation and, whether 
these could be agreed.

Yours,
Emeritus Professor
Bob Osborne
Belfast

Forgotten Lochranza
Sir,
I once heard Lochranza re-
ferred to as ‘The forgotten 
city’ - city? Certainly not 
- but forgotten? - well now, 
that seems more appropriate. 
No doubt the omission in any 
report, of events in Lochran-
za, was due to the customary 
breakdown of communica-
tions with these more remote 
regions of the island.

Having read the detailed 

around the island, last Sun-
day, is it little wonder that 
some of the residents of 
Lochranza felt a little bit 
left out, or indeed forgotten, 
while they tried to mop up 
after the Sunday morning 
deluge. In particular, three 
houses in a row, at Ladeside, 

-
ter throughout their ground 

had to move out and is indeed 
still staying with neighbours.

at this particular location.  
Since 2002 and earlier, there 

-
ence building up concerning 

November 2013 Mr Craig 
Hatton, corporate director 
of development and envi-
ronment wrote to the effect 
that limited North Ayrshire 
Council  resources were be-

-
lems where properties were 
being affected. Surely this 
is a prime example of a case 
where really urgent support is 
called for. 

The issue has been reported 
to Scottish Environment Pro-
tection Agency and the local 
council staff who acknowl-
edge that they are aware of 
the problem but it would be 
nice if the householders in 
question could be kept in the 

loop regarding any progress 
or proposed action to avoid 
the same thing happening 
again. 

Yours, 
Wren Gentleman 
Larkspur
Lochranza 

One level terminal
Sir,
The cause of all of the prob-
lems which the present new 
ferry terminal proposals will 

CalMac (or whoever) creat-
ing a berthing station on ei-
ther side of the new pier.

The existing proposal show-
ing the boat docking only on 
the west side of the pier is, 
I presume, to allow the boat 
to dock in all weather but by 
doing so has created an insur-
mountable problem in trying 
to establish a safe route for 
the pedestrian passengers.

This problem could be eas-
ily resolved if the pier was 
designed to allow the boat 
to dock on the easterly side 
under normal weather con-
ditions thereby allowing 
foot passengers to come all 
the way from Brodick to the 
new terminal without once 

bus routes within the pier 
complex. When the weather 
forces the boat to dock on the 
easterly side of the pier then 
foot passengers would have 
to do no more than they pres-
ently do when the gangway is 
out of action.

The terminal could now 
be kept on the one level, no 
stairs, ramps or elevators 
or hideously long, in the 
sky, walkway. The design 
and building of the terminal 

and being on one level the 
consequent savings could be 
transferred to meet the addi-
tional fabrication costs in cre-
ating the twin dock pier. 

Advantages: Foot passen-
gers remain completely seg-

-
sengers remain on the one 
level against the present pro-
posal which forces all passen-
gers to make their way up to a 

ground level.
I would guess with up to 25 

per cent of passengers being 

of limited agility, they will 
-

ence. Also the building will 
be cheaper and faster to con-
struct. Finally what if, God 

can’t be used and smoke can 
travel at a frightening speed. 
The resultant chaos just does 
not bear thinking about.

Yours,
Guy Murray
Corrie

Meeting mix-up
Sir,
Your report of the public 
consultation meeting on 
Wednesday, November 11 
by Serco regarding its bid 
to take over the CalMac fer-
ry network comments that 
there were few present. That 
might be because it was ad-
vertised to take place on 
Monday November 9 and 
presumably postponed due to 
ferry/weather issues. Whilst 
our Independent Travelling 
Public Representative Neil 
Arthur might have known 
that, no one else did, and I 
and others arrived at Brodick 

locked without even a notice 
on the door. 

How did it then advertise 
the replacement meeting? Is 
that a sign of things to come 
should it succeed with the 
bid?

Many of us on the island 
are not taken in by Serco’s 
gloss and will judge it by its 
reputation which is hardly 
glowing - including reports of 
diminishing standards on the 
Northlink ferries to Shetland 

routes should not be turned 
over to companies interested 

mentioned, there is a public 
campaign led by the main 
trade union involved, the 
RMT (backed by the Daily 
Record newspaper), that is 
trying to put pressure on the 
Scottish Government to keep 
CalMac in public hands. If 
anyone wants further infor-
mation or copies of the cards 
that can be sent to our MSP, 
please contact me. 

Yours,
Colin Turbett
Rannoch
Shiskine

Meetings that matter
Two public meetings this week strike at the very heartbeat 
of island life - the weather and the ferries.

power distribution arm of Scottish Hydro to discuss storm 
resilience. 

The meeting is part of SHEPD’s partnership with the Uni-
versity of Dundee, which is conducting a study into how 
communities, including people with vulnerability, cope in 
an emergency situation such as a power cut. 

The company say the meeting in Brodick will help Ar-
ran’s residents discuss their preparation for winter and to 
provide feedback on the support they would like to receive 
from SHEPD during a storm. It will also give people the 
opportunity to hear from the distribution network operator 
about shaping an emergency response strategy.

However, perhaps even more important is the meeting 
on Thursday when port operators CMAL introduce the 
contractor which will build Brodick’s new ferry terminal, 
George Leslie Ltd, and share the latest information regard-
ing the redevelopment.

This is a project which will affect the lives of each and 
every one of us. The Banner is still receiving letters about 
the perceived folly of building the main passenger lounge 

been fully costed by the contractor, it is probably too late 
to change that now.

But design alterations should, and will, happen during 
the construction phase, not after it, which is why any rep-
resentations the public wants to make have to be made now 
- before it is too late and the building work begins.

George Leslie Ltd will also be an important part of is-

are already hard at work clearing Japanese knotweed at the 
site, so that works proper can begin in the new year.

It will also make a substantial contribution to the island 
economy with accommodation needed for workers, sub-

of those working here.
Here’s hoping for a good turnout at both meetings.



With Christmas just around the 
corner with nativity plays and pan-
tomimes and other festive events all 
vying for your attention, the  Shop 
Arran event is a good opportunity 
to catch up on your gift purchasing 
before the inevitable last minute rush.
It is the weekend to take advantage 
of some very special festive offers 
on the island and even the chance to 
win a fantastic Christmas crammed 
hamper.  
The Shop Arran weekend, now in its 
fourth year, takes place from Friday, 
December 4 to Sunday, December 6 

and offers huge savings and special 
discounts from a co-operative of 
participating stores that offer local 
goods and Arran quality products that 
are ideal for Christmas gifts or for 
spoiling yourself or a loved one.
With a wide variety to choose from, 
such as Arran Cheese, Arran Aro-
matics health and beauty products to 
Arran whisky and home accessories 
from County Carpets, the choices are 
endless and there will undoubtedly 
be something for everyone. 
For those hunting for the perfect 
present Fridays Child is the ideal 

gift and the Harbour Shop in Black-
waterfoot can provide you with 
everything that you may need to 
wrap it and also has some gift sets 

So whether its jewellery from Jolly 
Molly’s or cosy knitwear from the 
Old Byre or even a leather handbag 
from the Pooch Boutique, there will 
be no shortage of festive ideas and 
treats available at participating stores 
across the island.
With some shops offering free bubbly 
and complimentary nibbles as well as 

large discounts the Shop Arran event 
is also offering shoppers the chance 
to win a massive hamper, worth £600, 
with products from all of the participat-
ing stores. Simply buy an item from a 
participating store, receive a stamp on 
your ‘loyalty card’ and after you have 
three stamps you are in line to win a 
bumper Arran hamper which is now so 
large it has outgrown its basket.
For a full list of participating stores 
and the fabulous offers and events 
taking place keep turning the pages 
to see where the smart shoppers will 
be over the Shop Arran weekend. 

One
 lu

cky winner will scoop the  S
hop A

rran hamper
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Arran Active stocks 
everything to keep the wet 
and chilly winter weather 
at bay for all the family! 
From super-warm down 
gilets and jackets, soft me-
rino baselayers and cozy 

gloves which are far from 
boring! The Darn Tough 
sock range comes in a 
variety of natural wool col-
ours and are ‘guaranteed 
for a lifetime’. The huge 
range of winter footwear 
now includes trail run-
ning shoes. The children’s 

waterproof all-in-ones at 
affordable prices from 6 
months plus. Practical 
presents include Leath-
erman pocket tools and 
Petzl headtorches, Stan-

tough Muck wellies which 
will last for years. If you’re 
still stuck why not pop an 
ever-popular Buff in his 
or her Christmas stocking 
chosen from the newly ex-
tended range of Buff neck-
warmers and hats. Enjoy a 
glass of warm mulled wine 

to all customers through-
out the weekend - with just 
a couple of restrictions on 
certain items - as well as 
a complimentary glass of 
something and delicious 
nibbles for all customers.
Bun tys 
is just 
how a 

while you shop and enjoy 
10 per cent off!
 
There is a treat in 
store for shoppers dur-
ing the event as The 
Boathouse in Brodick in 
not only offering a 10 per 
cent discount on all pur-
chases, but there will be 
lots of other special offers 
too.
Specialising in the most 
sought-after children’s 
Christmas gifts - many of 
which can’t be found on 
the mainland due to the 
huge demand - The Boat-
house stocks them all.
Tracy also makes her very 
own beautiful cards and 
tree decorations that will 
have pride of place in any 
home. 
The Boathouse has so 
much to offer that it is a 
one-stop shop for all you 
children’s gifts this festive 
season.

Taking part in ShopArran is 
the wonderful Buntys in 
Brodick, which will be offer-
ing a 10 per cent discount 

contemporary Christmas 
ought to look and you are 

gifts for friends and family. 
It is also perfect for Secret 
Santa gifts with great mugs, 
candles and ceramic burn-
ers, to name but a few.

Laura from Buntys imagina-
tively sources all her beau-
tiful gifts, offering a great 
selection of home accesso-
ries, as well as hand painted 
furniture which looks great 
in any home. From smaller 
items to beautiful accesso-
ries and larger pieces of the 

home there is just so 

much on offer.

Offering a fresh escape 
from the norm, The Cur-
tain House has many 
stylish ideas to help create 
a home that is beautiful 
and practical.
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This lovely Lamlash bou-
tique is another island 
store taking part in the 
brilliant ShopArran week-
end and it will be offering 
a 10 per cent discount on 
all purchases and many 
special bargains.
There are decorative ac-
cessories, sumptuous 
cushions from voyage 
decoration and lots of fab-

ulous and unusual Christ-
mas decorations and gifts 
just arrived in store to kick-
start your festive cheer.
The Curtain House sells 
some of the most unique 
decorations you will ever 
see, many with a seaside 
twist which is perfect for 
an island Christmas.

The Harbour Shop 
in Blackwaterfoot has 
everything you will need 
for Christmas.
They stock Christmas 
cards, gift wrap, toiletry 
gift sets, gift vouchers, 
gift baskets, chocolates, 
handmade tablet, maca-
roon and shortbread, and 
much more. Why not pay 
them a visit this Christ-
mas.

At Home Farm there 
are some tasty treats 
on offer at the Isle of 
Arran Cheese Com-
pany during the ShopAr-
ran weekend. Hampers 
bursting with cheese, 
oatcakes and chocolates 
are its speciality and they 
make the perfect gift for all 
ages.
As well as its own Arran 
Blue, Camembert and 
Brie made in Blackwater-

voured cheeses, the shop 
also stocks an extensive 
range of high quality Brit-
ish farmhouse cheeses 
that make a perfect addi-
tion to any festive table.
No Christmas dinner 
would be complete with-
out a delicious selection 
of cheeses made here on 
the island. Pop in during 
the ShopArran weekend, 
there will be discounted 
hampers on offer and a 
free cheese - worth £4 - 
with every £20 spent.

Funky kitchen and home-
ware and table games 
for the all important big 
dinner are avalable at 
Friday’s Child. There 
are also popular adult col-
ouring books, including 
the newest from Johanna 
Basford, Lost Ocean and 
a beautiful artists version 
of Secret Garden.
Puzzles, games, toys 
and sweets to stuff every 
stocking are in abun-
dance, and there are also 
beautiful gifts for new 
babies, gifts for grumpy 
grandads, pranks for 
cheeky boys and stylish 

stationery for teens.
Friday’s Child still have 
their ‘bumper bundles’ 
you've come to know and 
love but this year they are 
also offering 10 per cent 
off everything in the shop 
and they gift wrap for free 
too!

Jolly Molly continues to 
offer an extensive range 
of affordable gifts and 
in 2015  extended their 
range of gifts to include 
jewellery, scarves, bags 
and other personal ac-
cessories that make ide-
al gifts. They have their 
usual extensive selection 
of gorgeous Christmas 
decorations which again 
are a great personal gift 

of other lovely homeware 
to brighten your home 
during the festive peri-
od. Their exclusive Arran 
Satnav prints are also a 
ideal present for posting 
to those not lucky enough 
to live on our lovely island. 
Pop in and enjoy a glass 
of bubbly whilst you shop!

It's the time before Christ-
mas, and the workshop 
at Pooch Boutique 
is a hive of activity. Nici 
is whipping up leather 
handbags and accesso-
ries made from the most 
exquisite leathers in lush 
colours, with some of 
them sporting beautiful 
fasteners made from lo-
cally sourced deer ant-
lers, others sewn with the 
softest hare sheep leather 
and combined with Harris 
Tweed.

Kez (Carol) has worked 
up a wide range of ce-
ramic plaques, Christmas 
decorations, pendants 
and vessels with intricate 
patterns and sumptuous 
glazes. A series of sculp-
tures inspired by the or-
ganic shapes and textures 
of sea creatures shows 
Kez' incredible artistic 
skills and passion for de-
tailed work. 

up with her vibrant bead-
ed necklaces, bracelets 
and earrings as well as 
with jewellery and decora-
tive items made from sea 
glass and drift wood. Na-

ture is also the inspiration 
for her other copper and 
silver pieces.
A visit at Pooch will not 
only give you the chance 
to buy locally crafted piec-
es; on items over £20 
you will get 10 per cent 
discount. A wee chat with 
the makers, some mulled 
apple juice and Christmas 
Stollen are waiting for you 
as an extra treat.
The Red Door girls have 
been busy getting the 
shop ready for Christmas. 
There is a huge array of 
lovely items now in stock 
including great new rang-
es of jewellery, scarves, 

snoods, handbags and 
gifts – perfect for those 
looking for inspiration this 
Christmas! The trusty fa-
vourites are still there too, 
from luxurious leather 

gloves, to timeless wood-
en toys. 
There is something for the 
whole family in Red Door, 
so pop in for some gift ide-
as or to start getting your 
list ready for Santa. 
Just in case you needed 
another reason to pop in, 
visit over the ShopArran 
weekend and receive 10 
per cent discount on all 
purchases plus a free gift.
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Arran Aromatics has 
an amazing new Christ-
mas range ‘Moments 
We Cherish’ with their 
Nutcracker theme they 
have a fantastic range 
for Christmas for all the 
family. Come along and 
enjoy their fragrances. 

ulous prize and get your 
photo on the Arran Aro-
matics Facebook page. 

the Home Farm Centre 
Christmas starts here.

Along with their popular 
Arran Jigsaw and Long 
Weekend board game, 
Arran Graphics has 
just published their new-
est book, Rediscovering 
Arran. 
This large coffee-table 
style book is laden with 
new images from around 
Arran, as well as a large 
section of previously un-
seen aerial shots. Arran 
Graphics also has one 
of the best selections of 
island-related stocking 

and pencils to thimbles, 
keyrings and badges.
Arran Art Gallery is 

delighted to be part of 
the ‘Shop Arran’ weekend 
and offers a pleasurable 
and unique gift shopping 
experience in a beautiful-
ly lit space.  
The gallery is located 
in Whiting Bay, a short 
distance from the centre 
of the village with park-
ing opposite and is cur-
rently open seven days 
per week from 10am till 
5pm.  Enquiries are also 
welcome via the website 
www.arranartgallery.com 
or Tel: 01770 700250. 

County Carpets Ar-
ran Ltd in Whiting Bay 
are delighted to be part 
of the hugely successful 
Shop Arran Weekend this 
year. They will be offer-
ing a festive discount of 
10 per cent off all home 
accessories and furniture 
over the weekend. Please 
come and join them for a 
glass of bubbly while you 
browse. Opening hours: 
Friday and Saturday 9am 
to 5pm, Sunday 10am to 
4pm.

The award winning Isle 
of Arran Distillers 
Visitor Centre will be 

offering a 10 per cent dis-
count in the extensive gift 
shop during the ShopAr-
ran weekend. The visitor 
centre shop stocks all 
Arran Malt Whiskies and 

distillery exclusive bot-
tlings, along with other 
island produce, gifts and 
souvenirs. The visitor 
centre has collaborated 
with local crafts people 
and there will be a small 
Christmas market. A one 

stop shop for all your 
Christmas shopping.
Casks Café/Bar will be 
open, the perfect place 
to relax and savour dish-
es from Arran’s larder 

and try our whisky tast-

Arran Gold hot chocolate 
or latte. Tours will be run-
ning at 11.45am, 1.15pm 
and 2.30pm. Open daily 
10.30am to 4.30pm.
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During Shoparran week-
end the Old Byre Vis-
itor Centre in Machrie 
will have lots going on, 
receive 10 per cent off all 
your shopping from cosy 
knitwear, clothing for all 
the family, Barbour below 
RRP, leather handbags, 
woollen throws, sheep-
skin gloves and slippers, 
boxes of socks and lots of 
Christmas gift ideas. 
There will be free Cliniq-
ue consultations all day 
on the Saturday with Clin-
ique products on sale, so 
come and get pampered 
while you shop. There is 

also a pre-Christmas sale 
in the Old Byre to add to 
your savings! 
Café Thyme will be serv-
ing delicious food and 
there will be live music 
with Emily Divine on the 
Saturday from 12noon 
to 3pm and with Heather 
McLeod on Sunday from 
12noon until 1.30pm (and 
her artwork for sale). Mark 
Currie is hoping to join us 
in the café so there will be 
added entertainment and 
cheer!

Pottery open this week-
end. 

The Byre at Brodick 
will also be offering 10 
per cent off everything 
all weekend and some 
Christmas goodies, so all 

The Bay Kitchen and 
Stores in Whiting Bay 
is excited to be part of 
ShopArran and will be 
promoting its new sea-
sonal range of local, arti-
sanal treats - both edible 
and crafty. Exclusive to 
ShopArran is their ‘Build 

There will be a special 
wholesale price on lovely 

wicker shopping baskets 

staff will expertly ‘beauti-

mas gift hamper at no ex-
tra charge.  
Free tastings and demon-
strations will be held 
all weekend with local 
suppliers - look out for 

bread-maker extraor-
dinaire George Grassi.  
And to keep everyone 
warm and well fed during 
the proceedings, there 
will be a pop-up kitchen 
for gourmet takeaway 
food. Come along and 
treat The Bay like your 
own Christmas hamper! 
Wooleys of Arran - fa-
mous for their oatcakes, 
have just launched a fab-
ulous new range of bis-

out Christmas shopping 

for a hot drink and a tasty 
lunch – and also a free 
sample of the new bis-
cuits. 
Note that the Brodick shop 
will be closing at 1pm on 
Saturday, December 5 for 
refurbishment but will re-
open Tuesday, December 
8 at 7am with a fresh new 
look!

Ella’s is a beautiful wee 
shop selling a fabulous 
selection of jewellery, on 
trend fashion handbags 
and scarves, all at incred-
ible prices.  Especially in 
for Christmas are winter 
wonderland scented sa-
chets and candles - per-
fect for that festive at-
mosphere.  Based at the 

is well worth the visit.
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01770 860202
blackgrousearran@gmail.com

Includes a bottle of house wine for every 
4 people and crackers. 

Bookings taken from 1st to 19th December. 
View our sample menu on our facebook page

Book our Christmas party night for 
£32.50 per person

*NAME ........................................................................
ADDRESS ...................................................................
......................................................................................
..................Tel ................................................................

PLEASE TICK A BOX FOR THE
TEMPLATE YOU WISH TO USE.

*(NOT FOR PUBLICATION)

A B C

A B C

to all my relatives 

and friends from 

John Smith, Oban

Merry 
Christmas & 
a happy 
New Year

to all my relatives 
and friends from 

John Smith, Oban

SEASONS GREETINGS

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy 
New Year
to all my relatives 
and friends from 
John Smith, 
Oban

Arran Banner, Brodick  Tel: 01770 302142
ONLY £19.99 (inc. VAT.) OPTIONS A,B OR C.

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS
Published on 12th December

£19.99

20 words maximum    PRIVATE ADVERTISERS ONLY 

Wish all our customers a Merry Christmas 
& a prosperous new year. 

GARAGE OPENING TIMES - Tel 860277      SHOP OPENING TIMES - Tel 860220

Normal hours resume Mon 4th Jan

Shop home deliveries available please call or ask in store.  
Thanks for shopping local.

24th Dec - 8.30 - 18:00

27th Dec - 12.30 - 17:00

28th, 29th & 30th Dec - 

8:30 - 17:30

31st Dec  - 8:30 - 18:00
3rd Jan - 12:30 - 17:00

25th, 26th & 27th Dec - 

Closed

28th, 29th & 30th Dec - 

8:30 - 17:30

31st Dec  - 8:30 - 17:00
1st, 2nd & 3rd Jan - Closed

Christmas is al-
ways a magical 
time of year on 

Arran.
Twinkling lights, the taste 
of spicy mulled wine, 
frosty mornings and Car-
ol concerts at night - it re-
ally is the happiest time 
of the year.
And in the Shiskine Val-
ley this year there is so 
much to do throughout 
December for the whole 
family as the communi-
ty gathers to celebrate 
Christmas and New Year.

Tree lighting
The festivities will begin 
on  Sunday 6th Decem-
ber with the village tree 
lighting ceremony at 
Blackwaterfoot Harbour - 

ways to kick-start the 
celebrations.

Senior citizen party
On Wednesday 16th De-
cember the Shiskine 
and Machrie Senior Citi-
zens will be holding their 
Christmas party at The 
Kinloch Hotel.

Best dressed house
Judging will begin on 

Monday 14th December 
for the ‘best dressed 
house in the valley’ com-
petition, so make sure all 
your decorations are up 
by then.
Shiskine Primary School 
is holding its ever-popu-
lar Christmas concert on 
Tuesday 15th December 
at 7pm in the village hall.

Christmas jumpers
And on Sunday 20th De-
cember it is the very 
unique, yet very exciting, 
kids and adults Christmas 
jumper competition in the 
Kinloch Hotel followed 
by the Mega Christmas 
Mackerel Lottery.

Children’s party
The Shiskine SWRI chil-
dren’s party will take 
place on Christmas Eve 
between 3pm and 5pm in 
the village hall. 

Texas scramble
On Boxing Day the annu-
al Texas Scramble will be 
played at Shiskine Golf 
Course and on Wednes-
day 30th December there 
will be an ‘end of year’ 
charity quiz in The Kin-
loch Hotel at 9pm.

Hogmanay Hoolie
And to round off anoth-
er great year, the Hog-
manay Hoolie will be 
taking place as usual in 
Shiskine Hall from 10pm 
until late. 
There will also be a Hog-
manay dinner dance at 
the Kinloch Hotel, tickets 
£55 per person.

Christmas comes to life in 
Shiskine this December 
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SHISKINE HALL

HOGMANAY
HOOLEY

From 10pm on 31st December 2015
to 1am on 1st January 2016

All tickets £5
Admission by ticket only

(BYOB)

All under 16s to be accompanied 
by a responsible adult

Sunday 6th December
Village Tree Lighting Ceremony

5pm at Blackwaterfoot 
Play Park followed by Mackerel 

Lottery at the Kinloch Bar
Monday 14th December

Best Dressed House 
in the Valley!

Judging takes place this week
Tuesday 15th December

Shiskine Primary School 
Christmas Concert

Shiskine Hall at 7pm
Wednesday 16th December
Shiskine & Machrie Senior 
Citizens Christmas Party – 

Kinloch Hotel
Saturday 19th December

Last day for ordering 
your turkey!!

Call the Arran Butcher 
on 01770860354

Sunday 20th December
Christmas Jumper Competition 

Adults & Kids
4.30pm in the Kinloch Hotel 

Public Bar
Followed by the Christmas Mega 

Mackerel Lottery!

Thursday 24th December
The Village Childrens’ Christmas 

Party (0-P7 years) 
at Shiskine Hall 3-5pm
Christmas Eve Service 

St Molios Church 11.30pm
Christmas Day

Merry Christmas!!
Boxing Day

Texas Scramble at 
Shiskine Golf Club

10am until 2pm
Book your tee off time 

01770 860 226
Wednesday 30th December

Charity End of Year Quiz
Kinloch Hotel at 9pm

Hogmanay
Hogmanay Hoolie, Shiskine Hall 

10pm until late
Tickets available from 

Blackwaterfoot garage
Hogmanay Dinner Dance at 

Kinloch Hotel - Tickets £55 pp 
call 860444 for tickets

New Years Day
Happy New Year!
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We are taking bookings for Christmas parties
3 course meal with bubbly on arrival £25

exclusive use of restaurant for parties of 20+ with DJ/Disco incl.

available for functions, licensed open to the public Tel: 01770 600296

Takeaway and delivery service available 

Tel: 01770 600296 Deliveries Tue-Sun 5pm - 10pm

Delivery to Lamlash £3 / Brodick & Whiting Bay £5 per order

PRE - CHRISTMAS DINNERS
£16 FOR 2 COURSES   £20 FOR 3 COURSES

NOW TAKING BOOKINGS 
FOR CHRISTMAS DAY

Sumptious buffet for mains to include six different meats 

and all usual trimmings

Bring your own bottle with no corkage charge

£40 per person - £10 deposit

follow us on 

facebook
for daily deals

Christmas is a time to 
spend with family and 
friends and what better 
way to celebrate than with 

festive time of the year 
when traditional parties 
and gatherings take place 
Arran will have something 
for all tastes, be it an 
intimate dinner for two or 
a no-cooking, no-dishes 
meal for a large group, 
Arran has it all, and then 
some. 
From seafood to home 
baking, bar meals to 
traditional cooking, you 
will be spoilt for choice this 
festive season as Arran 
rolls out tempting spe-
cial offers to attract your 
custom. There are enticing 
discounts, special offers 
and seasonal menus 
leading up to Christmas 
and Hogmanay that can 
be enjoyed in front of a 

enjoying live music with 
spectacular views across 
the many stunning Arran 
vistas. Truly something for 
everyone, catering to all 
tastes and all budgets.
Try the recently refur-
bished Lamlash Bay Hotel 
with beautiful views over 
the bay and where a warm 
welcome always awaits 

sh op>
you. Their three course 
festive menu priced at £24 
includes all of the tradition-
al choices with some very 
tempting offerings such 
as the chocolate fondant 
volcano which might sway 

some away from the more 
traditional, and equally de-
licious, Christmas pudding 
with brandy sauce.
Further down the road The 
Pierhead Tavern has just 
reopened its doors and is 
raring to go with its good 

pub grub, Sunday roasts 
and varied chef specials. 
With live music including 
their own band called 
the PHT Band playing 
on Hogmanay the PHT 
is sure to provide visitors 

with a festive season full of 
entertainment and festive 
cheer, not to mention the 
festive drinks and tempting 
treats.
Staying in Lamlash and 
with the rolling hills and 
manicured golf course 

in full view The Green 
Tearoom  is offering £16 
for two courses or £20 
for three courses on 
pre-Christmas dinners and 
for those visiting on Christ-
mas day itself, you can 

look forward to a sumptu-
ous buffet with six different 
meats and all the usual 
trimmings. Christmas party 
nights that include a three 
course meal with bubbly 
on arrival and a DJ/disco 
for your exclusive use is 

Christmas Eve 10am-11.30pm, James Burge from 9pm, FREE

Christmas Day Bar Open until 9pm 
Christmas Lunches, 12pm & 3pm BOOKING REQUIRED

Boxing Day 10am-12.30pm, James Burge from 9pm, FREE

Hogmany Open until 2am / Bar Food served until 4pm
7pm Gala Hogmanay Dinner or 10pm Evening Ceilidh 

BOOKING REQUIRED

January 1st open 10am -12.30am, food served all day

January 2nd Casino afternoon, from 2pm, Pub Quiz from 9pm

January 3rd 10am-11.30pm, food served all day

From JANUARY 4TH CLOSED UNTIL JANUARY 21ST 
FOR ROUNTINE MAINTENANCE 

FESTIVE OPENING HOURS

CALL 01770 302 968 
FOR DINNER & ACCOMMODATION 

RESERVATIONS
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sure to tempt at £25 per 
person.
Coast bistro and wine 
bar situated right on the 
Whiting Bay beachfront 
continues with its cosy 
and customer orientated 

CHRISTMAS TREES FOR SALE
Forest Office, 

Auchrannnie Road, 
Brodick

Monday 7th – Wednesday 23rd Dec 
and Saturday 12th Dec.

Open Midday until 4.30pm

open on Christmas Day 
with a four course meal.
At the Fiddlers music bar 
and bistro in Brodick pa-
trons will be taken care of 
with a choice of either two 
or three courses, which 

includes a free drink, with 
their Christmas menu. On 
Hogmanay the ever-pop-
ular Arran Ceilidh Band 
are guaranteed to get your 
feet tapping and a lively 
introduction to the New 
Year. Be sure to look out 
for their two for one pizza 
special which is incredible 
value for money.

pleasant surroundings in a 
family friendly environment 
is your thing, the Wineport 
bar and bistro is the place 
to be in Brodick. This 
homely venue, now run by 
Gina Thorborn, is offering 
delicious food, home bak-
ing and Christmas party 
nights in their cosy and at-
mospheric bar and bistro. 
The Wineport is open from 
Friday to Monday from 
11am to 5pm.
Over at Cafe Thyme in 
Machrie, the western side 
of the island’s festive drive 
is boosted by the pottery 
and wool showroom that 
adds to the bright and 
modern cafe that is open 
seven days a week. Offer-
ing traditional meals with 

grown salads this cafe 
stands out from the rest as 
a true original. Rising star 
Emily Divine and song-
stress Heather McLeod 
will be performing at Cafe 
Thyme over the ShopAr-
ran weekend and visitors 
will receive 10 per cent off 
at the Old Byre showroom, 
an opportunity not to be 
missed. 
With free live music, cei-
lidhs, casino days and a 
pub quiz The Douglas Ho-
tel will be the place to be 
this festive season. With 
events starting on Christ-

mas Eve and running right 
through until January, this 
musical venue will please 
the palettes of patrons with 
their local larder and local-
ly sourced produce menu 
that includes the best of 
what Arran has to offer. If 
you are thinking of a party 
night with their impressive 
buffet be sure to ask about 
their accommodation offer, 
taking the hassle out of 
arranging transport for par-
ty weary revellers. Or why 
not bring in the bells at 
the Hogmany Dinners and 
follow it with New Year’s 
Day dook.
If you prefer staying 
indoors and cosy and 
enjoy some quality time at 
home for your nearest and 
dearest, the local shops 
will give you a perfect start 

and ready-made treats. 
Some establishments 
gearing up for the festive 
season with the same 
enthusiasm as the Christ-
mas elves themselves, 
making sure that you have 
everything that you need 
to impress your guests 

and quality produce made 

at affordable prices. 

service offering live music 
every Friday night with 
the same atmosphere and 
spirit that has made it so 
popular. Their Christmas 
Parties start this weekend, 
available for lunchtime 
or dinner, and go right 
on through to the 8th of 
January, for those who can 
stand the pace. Coast is 
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The Co-Operative in 
Brodick is already geared 
up for Christmas with a 
huge amount of savings 
and special offers for 
Christmas shoppers. This 
weekend, dubbed ‘cy-
ber weekend’ shoppers 
can take advantage of 
some fantastic deals like 
a washing machine for 
£139.99 or an X-box One 
with two top game titles 
for a reasonable £299.99. 
And the Co-op is the 
place for all your Christ-
mas larder needs. There’s 
a huge range of party 
food, perfect for the 
festive season, and wide 
range of turkey, meats 
and all trimmings need-
ed for that all important 
Christmas Day meal, as 
well as a new wide range 

to round off your festive 

Brodick Castle is holding their 
first ever Christmas market on 

19th & 20th of December
Why not come along and have a look at what is on offer, from local 

crafts&kid’s fun, to hot food & drink and of course Santa’s grotto. 

We also have Arran brass band and local choir group singing us 

through the day’s and getting us in the Christmas Spirit. 

The Markets will be open from 1pm till 6pm each day. 

We also have a competition on for all local kids to draw a poster 

to advertise the Christmas Market and the best poster wins a prize 

donated by Jill Hunter from Arran Little Party Co. Please send into 

the castle (Brodick Castle, Brodick)

Free entry to all visitors

And don’t forget the Co-
op stock a wide range of 
Arran produce including 

if you want to give your 
guests a local treat.
There are also a host of 
sweets Christmas treats 
such as a gingerbread 
mini loaf, individual mince 
pies, stollen bites and 
traditional chocolate tins 
and biscuit boxes.
If your idea of Christmas 
luxury food includes 
seafood or you are looking 
for a great hamper to give 
someone as a gift then 
look no further than award 
winning Creelers, the 
islands seafood specialist. 
Well known for their Scot-
tish smoked salmon pro-
duced in their own smoke-
house they also produce 
an array of smoked prod-

ucts, available on-line and 
in store and using their 
local oak and Lochranza 
whisky barrel method that 
ensures that their food 
awards continually keep 
rolling in.
If you are still struggling to 

why not visit the producer 
of the islands favourite 
gift, James chocolate from 
the James of Arran choc-
olate shop. Located in the 
heart of Brodick, James 
chocolate is a well loved 
favourite with their wide 
range of luxury chocolates 

that will please even the 
most discerning chocolate 
lover. A visit to Arran is not 
complete without a visit to 
the chocolate shop. 
For a little bit of pamper-
ing, why not take advan-

visit from pop up shop 
Hourstons Clinique which 
will be visiting Arran at the 
Old Byre Visitor Centre 
and the Douglas Hotel 

on Saturday, December 
5 and 6 respectively. The 
100 per cent allergy and 
fragrance free products 
can be bought as gift 
packs and the trained staff 
can advise you on the 
best products for your skin 
type as well as treating 

or a mini make up. There 
are also free gifts with the 
purchase of two or more 
items. 
Still on the subject of pam-
pering, the Auchrannie will 
be offering a wide range 
of beauty treatments at 
their luxurious Aspa which 
is a perfect treat for that 
special someone. Day 
packages or shorter treat-
ments are available and 
they also offer vouchers in 
any denomination which 
will brighten up the day 
of the lucky person that 
receives them. Vouchers 
can be bought at the Aspa 
or online. 
There is no shortage of 
festive activities to get you 

Teas & Coffee, Stalls and Christmas 
Gifts and music from the Brass Band

Christmas Market
Whiting Bay Hall

Saturday 5th 
December

 11am – 3pm

Charity number: SC024915
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in the Christmas mood 
as Arran plays hosts to 
various Christmas mar-
kets where you and your 
family can while away the 
hours surrounded by the 
sweet smell of festive food 
and treats while picking up 

stalls. 
Starting on Saturday, 
December 5, the Whiting 
Bay Christmas market will 
have visitors enjoying the 
Arran Brass Band while 
browsing the various stalls 
offering goods, gifts and 
refreshments. The Corrie 
Hotel will also play host to 

Fayre on the weekend 
of  December 12 and 13 

and a visit from Santa 
himself.  There are still 

stalls available at only £10 
if you wish to be included 
and half of the proceeds 
will go towards the village 
hall’s coffers.  

Castle will be holding 

market on December 19 
and 20 which has free 
entry and well suited to 
youngsters with their craft 
activities and Santa’s 
grotto. For the adults there 
will be hot food and drink 
and plenty to see and do, 
including Christmas carols 
and another chance to get 
to listen to the Arran Brass 
band.    

Christmas be without a 
good panto? So make 
sure you don’t miss Jack 
and the Beanstalk being 

The  ideal gift...Scottish 
Calendars 2016

I would like to order 2016 Calendars:

Arran Banner
Isle of Arran   

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868 
Quoting coupon code CAL16AB OR POST ALL ORDERS TO: 

Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, 

order form

Total £

Calendar AmountU.K. inc P&P

YOUR DETAILS:

Name ________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone ___________________________________________________Date _____________________________

 _______________________________________________________

If you wish we can send calendars direct to your friends and family on your behalf. Please provide the following details on 

a separate sheet: Name, address, your personal message, together with a note of which calendar you would like sent.

PAYMENT DETAILS: 

I enclose payment for £________by  Cheque payable to Wyvex Media   Debit/Credit Card

Card Number __________________________________________________________________________________

 _________

Signature _____________________________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

Price

Quantity
£

To receive the 2017 brochure straight into your inbox 
please enter your email address hereThere is something about the Isle of Arran 

which makes everyone who visits the 

island fall just a little bit in love with it – or 

even a lot!

It is more often than not referred to as 

‘Scotland in miniature’ but we like to think 

of it as being absolutely unique.

We have set out to show some of those 

Arran Calendar 2016 by scouring dozens 

represent the light, scenery and places dear 

to those who also love the island.

£7.95
including P&P

performed by Lamlash 
Drama Club at the com-
munity theatre in Lamlash 
on December 10 to 12.
December is also the 
month for school concerts 
and church services so be 
sure to look at what is on 
offer at the many schools 
and churches around 
the island with the annu-
al Island Carol Concert 
being held in Lamlash 
Church on December 7 at 
7.30pm.
Also don’t forget that the 
Forestry Commission 
will once again have real 
Christmas trees available 
for sale at their Brodick of-

house look and smell like 
the authentic Christmas’s 
of yesteryear.  
 

Lamlash 
Pantomime 2015

Jack 
and the 
Beanstalk

in 
Community 

Theatre, Lamlash
Thursday 10th, 
Friday 11th & 
Saturday 12th 

December
@ 7.30pm

also Saturday 
Matinee @ 2pm 

Tickets on Sale 

Arran High School 
on Sat 28th & 
Sun 29th Nov 

Sat 5th & Sun 6th Dec
from 11am - 3pm

Thereafter at the door 
before performances
from 7pm and 1.30pm

Adults £7.50 ~ 
Conc & Under 16s £5.00
Family Saver ~ 2 Adults 

& 2 Children  £20.00



TV Licensing and Age Scot-
land have joined forces to re-
mind anyone celebrating their 
75th birthday in the next 12 
months that they are entitled 
to claim a free TV Licence on 
this landmark birthday.

Anyone aged 75 or over is 
granted a free TV Licence for 
their main address and more 
than four million people 
across the UK already enjoy 

Currently, 600 people on Ar-
ran have an over 75 licence.

Increased
The number of people aged 

75 and over has increased by 
89 per cent since 1974, with 
this age group now making 
up eight per cent  of the UK 
population. 

Comedian Bill Oddie, foot-
ball manager Sir Alex Fer-
guson and Rolling Stones 
drummer Charlie Watts will 
all be celebrating their 75th 
birthdays in 2016.

Anyone over 75 can apply 
online at www.tvlicensing.
co.uk/over75info or by call-
ing 0300 790 6073. In addi-
tion, if someone else lives 
with a person aged over 75, 
their free licence will cover 

The art of still life 
taught at workshop

Artist Davy Brown at the still life workshop. 

‘We met at the Ranger Centre with a 
great sense of anticipation as still life 
painting was the subject at the October 
weekend workshop arranged by Arran 
Visual Arts,’ writes Lesley Lockhart.

‘Our tutor was to be Davy Brown,  
a very well-known artist who lives in 
Galloway. His work is widely collected 
and exhibited, so we were very lucky 
to have two days sharing some of his 
knowledge and expertise.

‘Armed with our brushes, acrylics and 
oil paints, we were all excited and ready 
to get going and start painting. Davy, 
who spent many years teaching, settled 

us down quietly and spent time talking 
us about just what it takes to paint a still 
life. To begin with, we were asked to 
look very carefully at just what he had 
set out for us to sketch and paint. It was 
a very interesting combination of col-
ours, sizes, shapes and proportions. He 
asked us all about the subtle differences 
in colour and tonal values between all 
the objects.

Importance
‘Davy explained the importance of the 

relationships between colours and how 
they interact. We spent a long time mix-
ing our colours, drawing and painting 

shapes, learning as we went. There was 

weekend to do it in. 
‘The next morning Davy assembled a 

still life, which provided a challenge for 
us all. He told us that we had six hours 
to make a painting, which seemed like 
a long time to begin with. We spent a 

by. It was amazing to see the difference 
between all our paintings at the end of 
the day. We had all enjoyed ourselves so 
much – a group of like-minded people 
with a very good teacher. We are hop-
ing Davy makes a return visit to AVA.’

Over 75s reminded to 
claim free TV licence
 all viewing in the property.

TV Licensing has been 
working with advice groups 
for older people across the 
UK to make sure anyone who 
is eligible is aware of the free 
over 75 TV Licence.

Brian Sloan, chief execu-
tive of Age Scotland, said: 
‘Television can be an impor-
tant source of news, enter-
tainment and information for 
older people. 

‘We certainly encourage an-
yone over 75 years old to ap-
ply for their free TV Licence 
if they haven’t already done 
so. Applying is easy and TV 
Licensing will renew your li-
cence automatically for three 
years once you’ve applied, 
cutting down on the need for 
paper work.’

Jason Hill, a TV Licensing 
spokesman, added: ‘The free 
licence is not granted auto-
matically so those who are 
eligible should apply and get 
in touch with TV Licensing 
directly. 

Customers with a free TV 
Licence are also reminded to 
contact TV Licensing if there 
is a change to their name, ad-
dress or telephone details.’ 
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Free concert to be held in 
Whiting Bay Village Hall
A free concert is being staged by Whiting Bay Drama Club 
on Wednesday, December 2 at 7.30pm.

The event in the Whiting Bay Village Hall is called ‘Crime, 
Wine and Fiddles’. The evening will start with a performance 
of members from the Arran Fiddle Club, before the drama 
group perform the one-act comedy play ‘Armed Robbery for 
Dummies’ by Paul R Roman. The evening will conclude with 
music from the Arran Orchestra (ARCO).

The drama club recently recruited three new members, two 
of whom will be on stage at the concert and the other has been 
working behind the scenes.

The club’s Valerie Brown said; ‘We are still looking for 
more new members though, and hopefully we can drum up 
some interest from people on the evening.  

‘It should be a great evening of entertainment for the com-
munity, entry is free, and there will be some wine and cheese 
provided.’
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On a wild and wet afternoon 
on Monday November 16 
more than 50 hardy members 
of the Arran Antiquarians met 
for their November meeting 
to hear Captain James Mur-
chie of Blackwaterfoot speak 
about his life before retire-
ment from the Royal Fleet 
Auxiliary (RFA), writes Nor-
ma Davidson.

James spoke to the anti-
quarians exactly two years 
ago and his account of life 
at sea was so fascinating that 
the group asked him to re-
turn with part two. A life of 
40 years at sea starting as a 
cadet and ending as captain 
with his own command was 
truly fascinating and left male 
members certainly, and prob-
ably the ladies, very envious 
of his experiences.

The function of the RFA is 
to provide logistical support 
to the Royal Navy and some-
times other services in front 
line operations.

The navy has a duty of pro-
tection, to defend the United 
Kingdom and her overseas 
territories and the defence of 
the UK, merchant shipping 
and the shipping routes they 
use. Amazingly, 90 per cent 
of imports come by sea, and 
95 per cent of exports leave 
by sea.

In 1971 he began his career 
as a cadet on the Almeida 
which was a support vessel to 

-
tilla. The following year the 
aircraft carrier was ordered to 
proceed to British Honduras 
(now Belize), where a para-
troop invasion by US trained 
troops from Guatemala was 
anticipated.

Intervention
The Guatamalans long held 

a desire to invade and assim-
ilate British Honduras. Ark 
Royal made the 1,500-mile 
dash across the Atlantic to the 
Gulf of Mexico. Two Buc-
caneer jet aircraft were to be 
used in defence of the territo-
ry, but with this timeous Brit-
ish military intervention the 
invasion plan was abandoned 
by the Guatemalans. Belize, 
incidentally, gained her in-
dependence from the UK in 
1981.

After a unilateral decla-
ration of independence by 

Captain Murchie (centre) talking to antiquarian members, Peter Mackay and Liz Dale.

Antiquarians hear of Captain 
Murchie’s nautical adventures

Southern Rhodesia in 1965 
a naval blockade was set up 
to stop oil and other cargoes 
reaching the country via the 
Mozambique Channel. Any 
infringement of this was 
greeted by a shot across the 
bows. Cargoes of medical 
supplies and humanitarian 
aid were, however, allowed 
to pass.

Captain Murchie joined one 
of the support tankers in their 
blockade in 1973 as a cadet 
and stayed until he reached 

reminisced about the Maltese 
crewmen and the surprising 
fact that Arran whisky mar-
malade was served in the 
mess for breakfast.

Kindle
James’ uncle Archie had 

also seen service as a Captain 
in the RFA. 

Did the stories from him 
kindle a career decision from 
the young James, wondered 
members?

He spent a lot of his time in 
Eastern waters supporting the 
Australian Navy, whose ship, 
HMS Melbourne had the un-
fortunate distinction of cut-
ting two of her escort vessels 
in two on different occasions, 
one being an American ves-
sel. He explained the catapult 
system of aircraft launching 
from a carrier and also high-
lighted the fact that every ship 
must be able to tow another 
vessel of similar size and how 
hazardous that could be, par-
ticularly in rough weather. 

In 1982, he went as First Of-

was a reinforced ship with a 
specially-trained crew and 
was designed to carry muni-
tions and explosives.  This 
ship saw action in the Falk-
lands War, although James 
had by then moved on to the 
Middle East.

In the 1980-88 Iran-Iraq 
war their mission was to pro-
tect shipping by assisting the 
minesweepers, because al-
though the war was a trench 
war with the use of chemical 
weapons, it was also a tanker 
war and the oil routes through 
the Straits of Hormuz had to 
be kept open and tankers es-
corted through at all costs.

Over the years the RFA had 
used and adapted ships to 

specialised crews.  In World 
War I the support ships were 
often colliers.  Today BP oil 

refuelling, dive support ships 
are used as repair ships, ships 
are converted as livestock 
carriers, usually an immense 
size, with a crew which in-
cluded trained livestock han-
dlers. We were amazed to see 
pictures of ships designed to 
carry other ships or oil rigs 
on their decks. They partially 
submerged, manoeuvred into 
position under their load, dis-
charge their ballast, emerge 
to the surface and sail away. 
The damaged Sir Tristram re-
turned from the Falklands in 
this fashion.

Aerial views
Captain Murchie’s talk end-

ed with a selection of lovely 
aerial views of Arran taken 
from the helicopter of Cap-
tain Murchie’s ship while at 
anchor in Brodick Bay.

From the exotic, the danger-

back to this lovely island - 
what an afternoon!

There will be no meeting 
in December. The antiquari-
ans next meeting will be the 
annual meeting, on Monday, 
January 18, 2016, at Brodick 
Hall, at 2pm when, after the 
formal business,  there will 
be a picture presentation of 
speakers during 2015, and 
the future programme will be 
outlined.  

From the exotic, 
dangerous, amazing and 
finally back to this island - 
what an afternoon!

Terms and conditions apply. Minimum one year subscription. New subscribers only. Cancellation charges apply and no refunds can be given. UK subscribers only. While stocks last.  
Fragrances in this free gift may vary. Discounted price for 52 editions with the first 12 editions free is £32.31.  £42 for a one year print subscription thereafter. Price includes postage and 

packaging. McKelvie candle Argyll & Highland stockists: Tobermory Gift Shop, Appin Craft Shop, Aros (Portree), Easdale Village Shop, Atlantic Islands Centre (Luing), Canna Community Shop,  
Ma Mackinnons Marmalade (Islay), Orsay (Oban), The Ferry Shop (Mull), Green Welly Stop (Tyndrum), Loch Fyne Galleries (Tarbert). 

www.arranbanner.co.uk/subscribe
or call: 01371 851868   QUOTE ABNS1115

Merry Christmas
Subscribe to the Arran Banner and receive

12 weeks 
FREE
+

2 FREE 
Candles 

Worth £20
Courtesy of The McKelvie Candle Company+a 2016  
Calendar

Worth £7.95
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House sparrow male. Photo Carl Reavey

House sparrows still thriving 
on the island 

Brought up in Ayrshire, I 
knew this bird as speug. Oth-
er dialectal names include 
sparr, sparrer, spadger, spadg-
ick, philip, spuggy, sprig and 
spatzie. Their systematic 
name is house sparrow – pas-
ser domesticus.  

It is one of our most famil-
iar birds. The male house 
sparrow has a chestnut brown 
back with black streaks, 
while the underparts, rump 
and crown are grey. The nape 
is chestnut brown, the cheeks 
are dull white, and they have a 
black eye stripe and bib. They 
also have a light wing bar. 
The beak is a yellow-brown 
in winter, but black in the 
summer, and the legs are pale 
brown. The female is paler 
and lacks the grey crown, 
white cheeks, black bib and 
eye stripe and chestnut brown 
nape, but has a straw colour-
ed stripe behind the eye. The 
size of the bib indicates the 
dominance of the male bird 
within its community; the 
bigger the bib, the more dom-
inant the bird.

The house sparrow is 
strongly associated with hu-
man habitations, and can live 
in urban or rural settings.

Though found in widely 
varied habitats and climates, 
it typically avoids extensive 
woodlands, grasslands, and 
deserts away from human 
development. It feeds most-
ly on the seeds of grains and 
weeds, but it is an opportun-
istic eater and commonly eats 
insects and many other foods. 

The house sparrow is na-
tive to most of Europe, the 
Mediterranean region, and 
much of Asia. Its intentional 
or accidental introductions to 
many regions, including parts 
of Australia, Africa, and the 
Americas, make it one of the 
most widely distributed wild 
birds. Noisy, gregarious and, 
it seems, promiscuous, DNA 
research has shown that 15 
per cent of offspring are the 
result of either the cock or 
hen mating with another part-

ner. These exploiters of man 
have managed to colonise 
most of the world, the ulti-
mate avian opportunist.  

Having said that, monitor-
ing suggests a severe decline 
in the house sparrow popula-
tion in parts of  the UK. For 
example, London is estimat-
ed to have lost three-quar-
ters of its sparrows between 
1994 and 2000. In England 
the population is recently es-
timated to have dropped by 
71 per cent between 1977 and 
2008. Whilst the decline in 
England continues, Breeding 
Bird Survey data indicates 
recent population increases in 
Scotland, Wales and North-
ern Ireland. The map shows 
the change in abundance be-
tween the national bird atlas 
of 1988-91 and the most re-
cent one, 2006-11.  The cause 
of these changes remains a 
mystery, though many im-
probable theories have been 
put forward, ranging from 

unleaded petrol to the use of 
mobile phones.

Here on Arran, the popula-
tion of house sparrows seems 
to be thriving with colonies 
in all of the settlements. With 
most pairs raising at least two 
and often three broods a year, 
numbers by the end of the 
breeding season can increase 
markedly. Incubation takes 
just 11 days, and two weeks 
later the young will leave the 
nest.

Enjoy your birding.
Please send any bird notes 

with ‘what, when, where’ to 
me at Kilpatrick Kennels, 
Kilpatrick, Blackwaterfoot, 
KA27 8EY, or e-mail me at 
jim@arranbirding.co.uk  I 
look forward to hearing from 
you.  For more information 
on birding on Arran purchase 
the Arran Bird Atlas 2007-
2012 as well as the Arran 
Bird Report 2014 and visit 
this website www.arranbird-
ing.co.uk

A map showing the change in abundance of this once 
familiar species. 

House Sparrow fl edgeling. Photo Angela Cassels

Bird   notes
by Jim Cassels

NOVEMBER
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TWENTY
YEARS AGO

Saturday 2 December, 1995

 Visitor centre grant
Argyll and the Isles Enterprise are to award 
a grant of £195,000 to Isle of Arran Distillers 
Ltd to build a visitor centre at their Lochran-
za site. The total cost of the centre is to be 
£800,000 and work will start in the spring if 
an application for Objective One funding is 
successful. The developers say the building 
will create 15 jobs. Another grant awarded by 
AIE during October was for £5,173 for the 
Ayrshire and Arran Tourist Board.

 Discovery on hold
The Arran Discovery Centre, planned to be 
open next summer, but wanted by very few 
people, may never be built. Costs have esca-
lated so much that the public money which 
was earmarked for the project is now insuf-

The winners of the 1995 Arran Golf Challenge are: Iain Murray, Robbie Crawford, 
Christine Maxton, Darren Thompson and Graeme Tod with club captain Willie Kelso. 
b48twe01

promised £544,000 but the cost has now risen 
to £800,000 meaning a delay and an appli-
cation for a further £250,000. This may be a 
delay but it may also  stop the project as two 
of the funding agencies will cease to exist on 
March 31.

 Shore ticketing
Now that shore ticketing is an established fact 
of life, ferry travellers are arriving at the pier 
later and later. Pier manager Robbie Brown 
told The Banner: ‘Passengers and cars should 
arrive 15 minutes and half an hour respec-
tively before the ferry leaves.’ They are not 
doing so and Robbie says that late cars are 

He said: ‘While the ferry could be delayed 
for a couple of minutes if really necessary, it 
would not become a matter of course because 
people were habitually arriving late.’

 Arran water
Manganese deposits, coagulates, dosing, ion 
exchange, a lot of big and impressive words 
were being bandied about in Tuesday’s 
community council meeting. There were no 

travelled to Arran to impress the council with 
their erudite opinions. The suggestion was 
that the public water supply in Arran may not 
be as good as we would like it to be. 

The principal speaker was Jarvis Mc-

gradually meeting the standards set up by the 
EC in 1990 but that these standards were aes-
thetic and not health related. He also said that 
over the next few years £6 million would be 
spent on improving Arran’s water supply. 

is at the corner of the Cordon road. A new 
station is deemed necessary to accommodate 

Margaret Mitchell, who will challenge Brian Wilson at the next general election, 
visited Arran last Thursday as part of a fact-fi nding mission about the constituency.  
She visited the Lochranza distillery and is pictured receiving some Arran cheese 
from Alastair Bilsland of Curries of Brodick.  b48twe03

Mrs Doreen Perkins of Corrie has these swans literally eating out of her hand. 
Doreen had been feeding the cygnets while they were growing up and now the 
swans are still happy to feed straight from her hand. b48twe02

There are no foxes on Arran. So where 
this fox, found by Howard Walker last 
Sunday whilst walking his dog on 
Lamlash beach, comes from is anyone’s 
guess. There have been reports of fox 
sightings from time to time but never 
a photograph to back up the sighting. 
b48twe06

Brodick Cinema in Brodick Hall is almost six months old after opening in June. Here 
projectionist Jim Park loads a celluloid strip onto a lamp unit at the Brodick cinema. 
The fi lm reels come in 20-minute spools which have to be spliced together to make 
a two and a half hour fi lm, including the adverts. b48twe05



24   WHAT’S ON www.arranbanner.co.uk      Arran Banner, Saturday 28 November, 2015

DRIVE TIMESin association with Isle of Arran Brewery
What’s on

www.arranbrewery.com
Every day
Brodick Castle, Garden Open              9am-Dusk
Arran Brewery Mon - Sat: 10am - 5pm, Sun: 12.30 - 5pm
Arran Brewery tour 2pm (limited spaces call for availability)
Lamlash Tennis Courts/Putting Green Open all day

Saturday 28th November
Army Cadets Auchrannie Road 11am –1 pm. 
Over 21s Disco Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa pool, 4-5pm
Arran Vets - Surgery 9.30am - 11am
Live music from Cast No Shadow Fiddlers, Brodick from 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Brodick Castle Visitor Centre Brodick, 11am - 3pm
Arran Physiotherapy & Acupuncture Clinic arranphysiotherapy.co.uk 9-12noon
Blackwaterfoot bowling club rink game Blackwaterfoot bowling club, 1.15pm
Lamlash Bowling Club Rink Game Lamlash Bowling club, 2pm
WBay Bowling Club Rink Game Whiting Bay Bowling Club, 2pm
Ceilidh Dancing Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Dr Grahams Homes - Soup & Sandwiches Brodick Church Hall, 12noon - 2pm
Live Music from Badstone (Rock & Blues) The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm
Live Music from Scott MacDonald The Douglas Hotel bar, 9pm
Disco The Drift Inn, Lamlash, 9pm
Santa Sparkle Lamlash front green, 12 noon
Lamlash Christmas Tree switch on Lamlash front green, 5pm
Glenisle Christmas Tree spectacular Glenisle Hotel, Lamlash, 6pm
Live music from the Vests Santa Sparkle, 6.15pm & 7.45pm
Live music from The Jonny & Benny show Lamlash Bay Hotel, 9pm

Sunday 29th November
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm-5pm
AA Meeting Brodick Church Hall, 5pm-6.30pm
Open Session - All musicians & singers welcome Fiddlers, Brodick 2.30pm
Brodick Castle Visitor Centre Brodick, 11am - 3pm
Live music from Cast No Shadow (Acoustic) The PHT, Lamlash, 1.30pm

Monday 30th November
Over 50s Badminton Lochranza Village Hall, 2-4pm
Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick from 8pm
Morning Fitness Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
Table Tennis Corrie Hall, 6.30pm
Badminton Auchrannie Sports Hall,7-9pm
Arran Vets - Surgery 9am - 10.30am & 3pm - 4pm
Arran Junior Football Club Ormidale Park, 6-7.30pm
Circuit Training Auchrannie Gym, 6-7pm
WBay Bowling Club Rink Game Whiting Bay Bowling Club, 6.30pm
Citizens advice Ormidale Pavilion, 9.30am - 1.30pm
Lamlash Aerobix Arran High School Dance Studio, 6.30pm
RunArran Jogscotland Beginners Whiting Bay, 5pm
RunArran Mixed Ability Whiting Bay, 5.30pm
Bridge Club Lamlash Golf Clubhouse, 7.15pm
Scottish Country Dancing for beginners & improvers Corrie Hall, 2-4pm
Tae Kwondo Brodick Church Hall Adults & over 10s,7.00pm -8.30pm
SSE Storm Resilience Meeting Brodick Hall, 6pm

Tuesday 1st December  
Pop Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Youth Club Kildonan Hall, 7pm
Arran Vets - Surgery 9am - 10.30am
Rotary club Glencloy Suite, Auchrannie, 6.30pm
Healthy Outdoors NTS Ranger Centre, 10am - 1pm
Blackwaterfoot bowling club rink game Blackwaterfoot bowling club, 1.15pm
RunArran Run Coaching Lamlash, 5.30pm
Open Cricket Session Brodick Astro Turf 7pm-9pm
Non- competitive bridge  Brodick Golf Clubhouse, 7pm - 9pm
Scottish Country Dancing Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm
Lamlash Drama Club Arran High School, 6.30pm - 9pm
Winter Bowls Auchrannie, 7pm

Wednesday 2nd December
Rock & Pop Bingo Ormidale Hotel 9.30pm
Tae Kwondo Arran High School Kids-6.30-7.30pm Adults-7.30-8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm
Arran Brass Rehearsal Brodick Church Hall, 7-9pm
Arran Vets - Surgery 9am - 10.30am & 6pm - 7pm
Yoga Auchrannie Studio, 9.30am-10.30am

Arran Heritage Museum Archives & Genealogy service 10.30-12.30 & 1.30-3.30
RunArran Mixed Ability Brodick, 5.30pm
Brodick Castle Visitor Centre Brodick, 11am - 3pm
Yoga-Arran Kinneil, Lamlash, 7-8.30pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick from 8pm
Drift Inn Quiz Lamlash, 9pm
Mixed Hockey Auchrannie Sports Hall, 7.30-9pm
Dog classes Whiting Bay Hall, 1pm
Knitting & Crochet drop in group Brodick Library, 4pm - 6pm
Crime, Wine and Fiddles Concert Whiting Bay Hall, 7.30pm
Coffee Morning Lamlash Church Hall, 10.15am - 12noon
Lamlash SWI Lamlash Fire Station, 7.30pm
Brodick Church Coffee Morning Brodick Church Hall, 10.30am - 12noon

Thursday 3rd December
Morning Fitness Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
General Knowledge Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Arran Vets - Surgery 9am - 10.30am
Ladies Hockey Ormidale Pavilion, 7.30-8.30pm
RunArran Mixed Ability Brodick, 6pm
Brodick Castle Visitor Centre Brodick, 11am - 3pm
Live music with Arn Bru Fiddlers, Brodick from 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Cardiac Rehab Auchrannie leisure club, 2-3.30pm
QuiltArran Lamlash Fire Station, 2-4.30pm
Brodick Embroidery Group Brodick Library, 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Burger & Quiz night Felicity’s @ Eden Lodge, from 7.30pm
Winter Bowls Auchrannie, 7pm
Bridge Club Brodick Golf Clubhouse, 7.15pm
Lochranza Kids Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6.15pm - 8pm
Lochranza Adults Badminton Lochranza Hall, 8pm
CMAL - Brodick Terminal Meeting Brodick Hall, 7.30pm
 Friday 4th December
Yoga Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30am - 10.30am

Arran Youth Foundations Church Hall, Brodick 7pm-9pm
Arran Vets - Surgery 9am - 10.30am & 3pm - 4pm
Live music from the Buchaneers Fiddlers, Brodick, 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Brodick Castle Visitor Centre Brodick, 11am - 3pm
AA Meeting Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick, 8pm
Tae Kwondo Arran High School, Lamlash Adults,7pm -8.30pm
Shop Arran Weekend Various locations around the island, 9am - onwards
Whiting Bay Bowling Dinner and Presentation Felicitys, Whiting Bay, 7pm
Garage Sale Quayside, Corrie, from 10am



WANTED
Property as long-term rental for 

mature single lady.

Ex resident of the Island, non smoker 

and references available 

Contact: 07972 083166

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION

AREAS)(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Applications listed below together with the plans and other documents may be 
examined at Planning Services, Cunninghame House, Irvine*, between 9am-4.45pm 
weekdays (4.30pm Fridays) or at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk *and at The 
Council Offices, Lamlash

Written representations may be made to the Executive Director (Economy & 
Communities) at the above address or emailed to eplanning@north-ayrshire.gov.uk 
by 18.12.15. Any representations received will be open to public view.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 

2013 REGULATION 20(1)

Format: Application No; Address; Proposed Development

15/00684/PP; Site to North East of Oakbank, Lamlash, Brodick, Isle of Arran; Erection 
of two detached dwelling houses and associated drainage and access.

15/00631/PP; Holy Isle, Lamlash, Brodick, Isle of Arran; Erection of 6 (20.2m high to 
blade tip) turbines, comprising of 3 turbines at south end of Holy Isle and 3 at north 
end with associated sub-surface cabling.

15/00667/PP; Kildonan Hotel, Kildonan, Brodick, Isle of Arran; Erection of extension 
and decking area to front of existing hotel.

Elma Murray
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE
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Public Notices

Property Recruitment
TO LET

Small cottage at prospect hill, Lamlash 
on 6 month plus short hold lease

Sleeps two, lounge with small dressing room, 
kitchen and bathroom shower over bath

£350 per month plus utilities 
Available from 1st December

Ring Terry on 700628 or 07802250241

Public Meeting
Brodick Terminal 
Redevelopment

Caledonian Maritime Assets Ltd (CMAL) have 
now awarded the contract to redevelop the 
Brodick Ferry Terminal, and would like to 
update local individuals, groups and businesses 
on the project, as well as introduce the 
contractor, George Leslie Ltd. You are therefore 
invited to attend a public meeting where CMAL 
will present the latest information regarding the 
redevelopment.

Public Meeting:
Brodick Hall, Brodick, Isle of Arran
Thursday 3rd December 2015 19.30hrs

 required for varied 

HOUSES/PLOTS FOR SALE
WITH FULL PERMISSION

WHITING BAY
Three and Four bedroomed houses 

for sale off plan
Also plots available by request.

Prices from £50,000

Contact: Marriott Services on 01505 850026 
or 07977485043

Tel:01770 700463 after 6pm or 

07970771960

(Can also be seen on: cottageguide.co.uk)

FOR CHRISTMAS
House/Home at a fair price

FERNCLIFFE 
COTTAGE
Cordon, Lamlash - £185,000

* Uninterrupted views of Holy Isle
* Detached 3 Bedrooms
* 2 Reception rooms
* Fully fi tted kitchen/Diner
* Double Glazed
* Central Heating
* Fully furnished
Good clean decor with dishwasher, washing machine 
and Tumble Dryer. A complete family home or letting 
property with a perfect position and outlook

Day Porter 
Full time position  to be flexible to work any shift pattern 
between 9am and 10pm. Looking for someone who has 

customer service experience and must have a valid driver’s 
licence.   

F&B Assistants 
We are looking for full, part time team members or seasonal 

for the Christmas Holidays to join our F&B team. We can 
offer flexible working patterns to accommodate travel.

Reception/Reservations
We are currently looking for customer focussed individuals 
to join the front of house team. This is a full time position 
working between reception and reservations. You will be 
computer literate and have great customer service skills.

All positions will benefit from free leisure club membership 
and various other discounts.  

Full descriptions can be found at www.auchranniejobs.co.uk 
or contact hr@auchrannie.co.uk

Post title: Trainee Footpath Worker (2 posts)
Location: Brodick, Isle of Arran

Contract Type: Fixed term – 1 year,
January - December 2016, 37 hours per week.

Salary: Under 21 £5.50 per hour/£10,582 per annum.
Over 21 £6.75 per hour/ £12,987 per annum.

Closing date: Th urs 10th December.
See our website (www.coastalway.co.uk) 

or contact us for more details. 
Arran Access Trust, Forest Offi  ce, Brodick KA27 8BZ, 

(01770) 303926, 
arran@coastalway.co.uk

ARRAN COASTAL WAY PROJECT
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OUT NOW!

Available from all WH Smiths, all good 
Independent Newsagents or online.

www.eqymagazine.co.uk

SCOTLAND’S NEWEST AND 
BEST EQUESTRIAN MAGAZINE

DRESSAGE  
EVENTING   
CARRIAGE DRIVING 
SHOW JUMPING  
BREEDING
POLO 
PARALYMPICS 
EQUESTRIAN ART 
GREAT HACKS 
PONIES 
ENDURANCE 
VAULTING
TOP PRODUCTS 
FASHION
LEISURE RIDING 
BOOKS
EVENTS
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Scottish Equestrian year 2015
ISSUE 1, 2015, £4.99

70

Image: David Hay-Thorburn, loving his 

high-level view from the saddle

HORSE HEROES

01/04/2015   15:52:08

71

FORMER WORLD AND UK 

TREC CHAMPION DAVID 

HAY-THORBURN DISCUSSES 

WHY THE SADDLE IS THE 

BEST WAY TO SURVEY THE 

SCOTTISH LANDSCAPE

PHOTOGRAPHAANGUS BLACKBURN

Brenfield Estate in central Argyll, on the banks 

of Loch Fyne, is home to David Hay-Thorburn 

and his horses. From this stunning base he runs 

a livery yard and offers riding lessons, horse 

holidays and TREC training. ‘TREC is a fun riding 

competition that usually consists of three phases – 

namely, orienteering on horseback [POR], Control 

of Paces [CoP] and a cross-country obstacle course 

[PTV],’ explains David. 

The TREC competition involves using these skills 

and simulates the challenges any rider may encoun-

ter when out hacking. David first started because he 

thought it would be a great way to explore areas of 

natural and historic beauty that would not usually be 

accessible on a daily basis.

TREC has many benefits for both horse and rider.   

It encourages general horse knowledge and care, and 

develops a wide range of useful skills in the partner-

ship. In the horse it encourages calmness and versatili-

ty and in the rider personal development making them 

more independent and confident with their riding and 

also enhances social capabilities.

When asked about what makes exploring Scotland on 

horseback such a special experience, David happily waxes 

lyrical on the subject. 

‘Riding horses offers the chance to see the countryside 

from a different perspective,’ he says. ‘The extra height  

a horse gives you means that you are able to take in 

views that would be impossible to glimpse on foot. Also 

there is the opportunity to glimpse wildlife that you 

wouldn’t be able to on foot. Most wildlife do not see the 

horse as a threat, meaning that you can get a lot closer to 

some species.’   

Blazingtrail 

01/04/2015   15:54:32
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JOHN DIVINE
FURNITURE 
REPAIR & 

RESTORATION
Antique & Modern

FRENCH 
POLISHING

UPHOLSTERY
Blackwaterfoot – Isle Of Arran

Tel: 01770 860878  
Mob: 07733 738127

FURNITURE RESTORATION

Drive Times

Standard and Made-to-measure Pressure 
Treated Heavy Duty Timber, Sheds and 

Garages.

Sawn Pressure Treated Timber in most 
sizes and lengths, Fencing Stobs & Posts

Garden Gates, Field Gates, Tool Stores, 
Coal Bunkers, Fence Panels & Trellising

Firewood, Kindling, Sawdust and Bark 
Chippings.

Cladach Sawmill
Brodick. Tel/Fax: 01770 302471

Mobile: 07803 625248

SAWMILL

UNDER

£30
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED 
ITEMS INTO CASH!

ARRAN BANNER CLASSIFIEDS

The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ
Tel: 01770 302142  Fax: 01770 302021

Email adverts@arranbanner.co.uk     www.arranbanner.co.uk

Simply complete the 
form and return to the 

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE TUESDAY 4.00pm
NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE

ITEM ...........................................................................................................................
DESCRIPTION ...........................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................  
 ....................................................................................................................................
PRICE .............................................TELEPHONE .....................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON

PAINTER AND DECORATOR

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing 
of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part 
and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, 
books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer 
in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the 
event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, 
it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.

In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one 
or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge 
a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

HOUSE CONTENTS & 
GARAGE SALE

Quayside Corrie
Friday 4th December and 
Saturday 5th December

From 10am

OVER £30
Large dining room pine ta-
ble and 6 fabric chairs. 59 x 
35.5 Perfect condition - must 
be seen £65 ono Tel: 600377 
Ansonia wall clock £140, 
1970s large coca cola mirror 
£80, Pair of pioneer hpm100 
speakers £280, two pine carv-

ing rood, reels etc £50 Tel: 
810620
Mothercare cot bed & sprung 
mattress, white painted/
wooden vgc, only occasional 
use £90, Mothercare car seat 
& harness, suits to age 5 vgc 
£50 Tel: 302398
Barbour Men’s Duracotton  
Field Jacket - Olive/Brown. 
Size Medium (38” - 42”). As 
new Condition. Tartan quilted 
lining. Waterproof, Breath-
able Dropliner with taped 
seams. Two-way front zip, 
under studded front. Knitted 
inner cuffs. Detachable lined 
hood. Four outer and two in-
ner pockets. Cost £265.00,. 
Will sell for £100.00. Call Al-
lan on 700405.

Craghopper Ladies Parka 
Coat - Olive. Size 10.As new 
condition. Waterproof and 
breathable Aquadry fabric. 
Attached hood with Faux-Fur 

with inner zip guard. Four ex-
ternal and two internal pock-
ets. Cost £100.00. will sell for 
£45.00. Call Jane on 700405

UNDER £30
Adjustable leather swivel 
desk chair (John Lewis) Ex-
cellent Cond £30, Stanley 
tool box approx 35 ltrs with 
selection of tools, screws etc 
£12, Mitre saw 1400w £10 
good cond, Titan tile cutter 
good cond £10, Childs Moto 
scooter suit visiting grand-
children £10 Tel: 302659
Mamas & Papas 03 sport 
pushchair £30, Ikea white 
plastic highchair £10 Tel: 
302398
Ceramic Christmas Houses 
£5 Tel: 700546

FREE TO UPLIFT
Wooden stepladder Tel: 
302398

LOGS Titanium X sport

Please phone 07919150436 or 
01770600678 if interested.

2.2 diesel
12 plate
30500 miles
Full service history
Excellent condition with 
loads of extras

£11500 ono
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CHURCH NOTICES

BIRTH

THANK YOU

BIRTHDAY

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

 (Part of the Worldwide
 Anglican Church)

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay 
Sunday, 29th November

Holy Communion, 11.00 am. Mr 
John Roberts.

Coffee after service, followed by 
Annual Church Meeting.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza,
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but working 
together
Minister:

Rev Angus Adamson,
Parish Assistant:
Mrs Jean Hunter:

Worship will be conducted in 
the above churches at the fol-

lowing times to which
all are invited.

Sunday 29th November
Come to Church Sunday
Lochranza and Pirnmill

Churches, 10.15am Morning 
Worship in Lochranza Church.

Shiskine Church, 12noon
Morning Worship.

Brodick Church, 10.30am  
Morning Worship. 

Corrie Church,
11.30am Prayer Meeting,

 12noon Morning Worship.
There will also be a Service of 
Worship in Montrose House

at 1.30pm.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share”

Sunday 29th November
Kilmory 10am

Lamlash 11.30 am
Rev. Lily McKinnon

In Kilmory: Sacrament of
Communion

All welcome, including families; 
children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND
 (continuing)

Sunday 29th November
Morning Service 11am
Trust Housing Lounge,
Glen Estate, Brodick

Evening Service 6.30pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick

Prayer Meeting
Wednesday 2nd December

at 7pm
5 Glen Road
All welcome

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

Sunday 29th November  
Shiskine 11am (Church on road 

between Blackwaterfoot and 
Machrie)

Brodick 6pm (Church behind 

Rev Benjamin von Rensberg

WHITING BAY AND
 KILDONAN

 CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
 (Charity Number: SC014005) 

Sunday 29th November
 Worship will be conducted by 

Mrs Sharon MacLeod,
 Reader of the Church of 

Scotland at 10.30am. 
All welcome.

Tea and coffee will be served in 
the Transept after the service. 

The Church Christmas Card, to 
be sent to all members, will be 
available to be signed, and all 

proceeds will go to the
Glasgow City Mission.

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Sunday Morning Mass 11am

ARRAN BAPTIST CHURCH
Minister: Rev Vince Jennings

Sunday 29th November 
11am Morning worship
in the Ormidale Sports

Pavilion, Brodick
Tea and Coffee after the service.

Wednesday at 7.30pm 
Home Fellowship Group for 

Bible Study and Prayer.
Contact phone no 600222
Everyone warmly invited

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS, QUAKERS

Quakers meet every Sunday at 
11am. For meeting venue ring – 

830622, 820223

DEATH

Arran Bridge Club results
The results of the aggregate competition held at Brodick on 
Thursday November 19 were as follows: N/S 1 Janie Maclure 
and Anne McKelvie, 2 Douglas and Margaret Bruce, 3 Tricia 
Martin and Douglas Hamilton. E/W 1 Eendy McNiven and 
Morag Gardner, 2 Pat Adamson and Brenda Livingstone, 3 
Jennifer McArthur and Ellie Jones.

The results of the aggregate competition held at Lamlash on 
Monday November 23 were as follows: N/S 1 Anne McK-
elvie and Janie Maclure, 2 Fiona Henderson and Maureen 
Cumming, 3 Jennifer Wales and Douglas Chase. E/W 1 Tricia 
Martin and  David Campbell, 2 Linda Trickett and Pat Adam-
son, 3 John and Jan Beattie.

Plucky Arran go down fighting
Uddingston 4 Arran 0

Arran Ladies’ hockey team 

Uddingston in an away league 

away empty handed.

with two players who nor-
mally play in the higher di-

substitutes.
However, it took the home 

side 31 minutes to break the 
deadlock, but scored a sec-
ond before half time. Arran 
played better as a team in 
the second half but Udding-

ston scored twice again. The 
visitors only had one sub as 
unwell Pauline Reid umpired 
the whole game which the 
team were very grateful for. 

Uddingston voted Arran 
goalie Alison Hollingworth 
as man of the match and Ar-
ran voted Kirstie Barton as 
their dame of the game.

Arran are away again, this 
time to Glasgow, to play 
Strathclyde University today 
(Saturday) with a 12.30pm 
pass back for any supporters 
making the trip.

A regular sight as deer watch the golfers at the Lochranza golf course.

Whiting Bay Golf Club
Sunday November 22, Win-
ter Cup, round 2. After the 
weather travails of the last 
few days what a pleasure to 
get back on the golf course.

A cold and bright winters 
morning saw 12 players com-
pete in the second round of 
the Winter Cup. Scoring was 

-
ers all matching or bettering 
par on a day when putting 
was tricky, mainly because of  
footprints - some man made 
and some deer made - on 
greens that are still soft fol-
lowing the recent deluge. For 
all that, however, the course 
is still in good shape and a 
testament to the efforts of the 
greens staff. CSS remained at 
63. 1 David Brookens 12-61, 

3 Gus Macleod 11-62. 
Best scratch was Jamie 

MacPherson, 6 with 68 and 
magic twos were scored by 
David Brookens @ 4th and 
Markus Kroner @12th.

29, Sweep, yellow tees, usual 
draws at 9am and 10.30am

Shiskine Golf Club
Saturday, November 21, Alan 
C Bannatyne Quaich and 
Lochranza Match, 18 played. 
Sweep: 1 W McNally 31pts, 
2 B Paton 29pts, 3 J McNally 
26pts. However, G Kennedy, 
Gator, B Sherwood and B Pa-
ton were the four who quali-

Kinloch and Graham Ken-
nedy was the winner of the 
dominoes and the Alan Ban-
natyne Quaich. Well Done! 
Dan Bremner won nearest the 

pin at the 10th. Shiskine just 
beat Lochranza by half point.

Sunday November 22, Jim 
Allison Trophy, (Missionar-
ies v Natives) 24 played. A 
very enjoyable day yesterday 
in wonderful conditions with 
the course still in great con-
dition for this time of year. 
Gator (Natives captain) man-
aged to lift the trophy again 
beating Joe (Missionaries 
captain) to the Jim Allison 
Trophy by 1pt. Nearest pin 
@ 4th, Donald Logan, near-
est pin @10th, Brian Sher-
wood, nearest pin @12th, Joe 
Faulkner. 

29, 12 Hole Medal and Win-
ter Cup. Sunday, December 
13 and 20, Ryder Cup 1st and 

permitting).

Corrie Golf Club
Saturday November, 21, 
Winter Cup. 1 A Smith 37pts, 
2 J McConnochie 32pts BIH, 
3 A McDonald 32pts. Magic 
two S Beardsley.

-
ber 28, Winter Cup. Ballots 
at 8.30am & noon.

Lamlash Golf Club
Thursday November 20, Yel-
low Medal, CSS 64, Par 61. 1 
Alan Smith 78-12=65. Magic 
two @ 5th.

Sunday November 22, CSS 
66, Par 64, 1 Drew Wales 
71-9=62, 2 Mark Wren 77-
10=67, Best scratch, Drew 
Wales 71.

29, Winter Stableford 9.30am 
and noon starts.

Thursday December 3, Yel-
low Medal, 11am start.

Brodick Golf Club
Wednesday November, 18. 
Two keen members were 
available for a game but un-
fortunately the course was 
closed. Double rollover safe 
for another week.  Tee off 
every Wednesday at noon. All 
welcome.

Sunday November 22, 
Clochendichter, round 2. On 

champions Knowe once again 
top the table after a convinc-
ing win over Village. A victo-
ry against Street moves Alma 
into second place. Results: 
Knowe 5 v Village 1, Alma 
4 v Street 2. Table: Knowe 9, 

Alma 6, Village 5, Street 4. 
-

vember 29, Winter Cup. 
Saturday December 5,  
rescheduled Saturday Cup, 
arrange own games.

Machrie Golf Club
Tuesday November 17, 
Lochranza Hotel Cup. Three 
played in wellingtons and 
with the safety boat in at-
tendance. 1 Brian Sherwood 
32 pts, 2 Phil Betley 30 pts, 
3 Alastair MacDonald 26 pts.

Arran Golfers Association 
Sunday December 6,  Win-
ter League/Duncan Trophy 
2015/2016, second round 
at Shiskine Golf Club. 
Draw: Shiskine v Brodick at 
8.30am, Machrie v Whiting 
Bay at 9.20am, Corrie v Lam-
lash at 11.50am.   

THANK YOU
Many thanks to the staff of Caledonian Isles, 

paramedics and Arran War Memorial Hospital 
for their care and attention following my 

blackout collapse as the ferry was berthing at 
Brodick last Wednesday, November 18th.

Donald Burt, Dippen.

Wishing our Dad / Bobo  
(aka Bruce Patrick)  

a very happy  
70th birthday

With all our love, Ruth,  
Catherine, Robert, Katie,  

Liam and Ivy x x x

Lachlan & Leah Jones 
are delighted to announce 
the birth of Ryan on 21st 

October 2015. Many 
thanks for all the kind 

wishes, cards and gifts.

GREGORY - ERIC
Peacefully at Arran War Memo-
rial Hospital on Sunday, 22nd 
November 2015. Eric, husband 
of Gill, father of Nell and Dan, 
and Grandpa to Bethan and 
Calum. Funeral service at Whit-
ing Bay church on Monday, 30th 
November at 11:30 am, followed 
by cremation at Holmsford 
Bridge Crematorium, Dreghorn 
on Tuesday, 1st December at 
1:00pm to which all family and 
friends are respectfully invited. 

if desired to, Arran Hospital 
Supporters League.
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The Arran Man triathlons are 
coming back next year with a 
pledge that they will be big-
ger and better.

Entries for the events open 
on Saturday January 2 and 
will next year take place dur-
ing the weekend of June 25 

KA Leisure, which runs the 
sports campus at Arran High 
School and facilities across 
North Ayrshire, has picked up 
a Gold Award at the annual 
Royal Society for the Preven-
tion of Accidents (RoSPA) 
occupational health and safe-
ty awards 2015.

The award in the prestigious 
scheme was presented dur-
ing a recent ceremony at the 
Glasgow Hilton Hotel.

Through the scheme, which 
is open to businesses and or-
ganisations of all types and 
sizes from across the UK and 

Arran Man competitors are briefed ahead of the swim with their bikes lined up on Lamlash Green. Photo Arran in Focus

Arran Man triathlons to
be staged again next year 

Alex Murray (left) receives KA Leisure’s Gold Award 
from RoSPA’s Errol Taylor.

KA Leisure wins gold at RoSPA awards
overseas, judges consider 
entrants’ occupational health 
and safety management sys-
tems, including practices 
such as leadership and work-
force involvement.

Alex Murray, KA Leisure’s 
health and safety co-ordi-
nator, said: ‘We are proud 
of our record in promoting 
health and safety in all the 
sports and leisure venues 
we run in North Ayrshire 
and this award is testament 
to the dedication of staff to 
maintaining the highest H&S 
standards.’

and 26. The events comprise 
of a standard, middle and iron 
triathlon, a marathon and a 
junior aquathlon. It is their 
second year after the inaugu-
ral event last year. 

Mainly centred around 
Lamlash, the full iron event 

sees competitors take to the 
sea in an open water 2.4 mile 
swim before a 111 mile cycle 
around the island twice and 

mile marathon run.
The full iron distance, 

standard distance and mara-

thon take place on Saturday, 
June 25, with the middle dis-
tance and junior aquathlon on 
the Sunday.

Four events
A total of 249 competitors, 

including some local entries, 
took part in the four events 

last year, which organisers, 
Ha Ha Events, claimed was 
the largest amount of any 
sporting event on the island.

Another 200 plus friends 
and family came with them 
to Arran.

most scenic marathon course 
in Scotland, due to the ab-
sence of a Munro climb, it 
was very well received by 
those who regularly take part 
in the ‘circuit’ of triathlons 
that take place during the 
year.

Last year there was some 
criticism on the island con-
cerning the organisation of 
the event, but the organisers 

are known to already have 
been in touch with Police 
Scotland and North Ayrshire 
Council over arrangements 
for next June.

The events take place on 
the same weekend as other 
popular triathlons including 
Celtman and Swissman but 
organisers describe the Ar-
ran event as: ‘Easier to enter, 
cheaper, easier and quicker to 

water, and it’s got more stun-
ning views.’

For more information, or 
to enter visit the Arran Man 
triathlons Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/arran-
man/
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