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Lamlash, Isle of Arran
www.thomsonconstruction.co.uk

Telephone: 01770 600242 
Fax: 01770 600714

John Thomson Construction Ltd
Building & Civil Engineering Contractors, Joiners & Glaziers

Full Design Service • Extensions Alterations • Repairs 

Replacement • Double Glazing • Kitchens • Roads 
& Bridges Construction • Tarmacadam & Concrete 

Surfacing • Excavation & Drainage

Any Job  Large or Small • Estimates Free

Visit our new website for full details of all our 
products and housing developments
www.thomsonconstruction.co.uk

LAMLASH GARAGE
MOT DISCOUNT!

Car MOT Fee - £40.00 (Normal price £54.85)

All your vehicle requirements under one roof
Contact Willie Campbell on 01770 600328

MOT’s, repairs, servicing
Full body repair service available
Panel beating, spray painting

4 WHEEL LASER ALIGNMENT 
NOW AVAILABLE

One of Santa’s reindeer took a special interest in this little boy last Sunday.
Ben Worthington and his brother Jamie were pleased to see Santa Claus on the 
front green in Lamlash as part of the ‘Santa’s Sparkle on the Shore’ event. 
But his reindeer, disguised as Tabitha, the Arran Riding for the Disabled steed, 
decided to give Ben’s ear a little nibble. Full coverage of the event on pages 9, 10 
and 11. 02_b48san01

After weeks of uncertainty and 
rumours that the plan had been 
scrapped, the Scottish Govern-

that Road Equivalent Tariff 
(RET) will be introduced on 
Arran – but not until 2014. 

-
nally made on Tuesday that 
RET is to be extended to cover 
Colonsay, Islay and Gigha fer-
ries from October 2012. 

A pilot covering passengers, 
cars, small commercial vehi-
cles and coaches is to start on 
Arran from October 2014.

The Lochranza to Claonaig 
route is also included in a bid 
to encourage more people 
to visit Arran as part of the 
whisky trail.

Similar Price
The scheme will set ferry 

fares at a similar price as it 
would cost to travel the same 
distance by road.

A pilot has been running in 
the Western Isles, Coll and 
Tiree since October 2008 and 
is due to end in spring 2012.

Transport Minister Keith 
Brown said the pilot had 
boosted tourism and local 
economies.

Santa’s Reindeer takes
a fancy to Ben’s ear

RET ferry fares
scheme finally
extended
to Arran

Plan to boost
 tourism – but
not until 2014

REPORT
by JENNIFER LYON

editor@arranbanner.co.uk

He said: ‘Tourism is just 

brought our thriving island 
communities and we expect 
this to bring further positive 
results to the additional routes 
now being included.’ 

Arran’s  MSP Kenneth 
Gibson told The Banner he 
was delighted with the an-
nouncement as it will boost 
tourism, help Arran business 
and increase employment.
He said: ‘The lower fares have 
had a major impact on the 
Western Isles. 

‘As Arran is much closer to 
urban Scotland, we expect the 
growth in visitor numbers to 

to the Hebrides.’
He added: ‘Spreading the 

be a boost not only to the 
island economy, it will help 
Scotland itself become a more 
attractive destination to those 
who want to visit the island but 
are put off by high fares.’ 

At the beginning of the week 

West of Scotland Labour MSP 
Neil Bibby had demanded 
that the Government ‘end the 
uncertainty’ over the extension 
of the current pilot scheme, in 
operation on other routes, to 
Arran.

Speaking at the Parliament 
Mr Bibby said: ‘The SNP have 
been promising to extend the 

that they introduced to the 
Western Isles to Clyde Island-
ers for several years.’  

Promise
‘Yet when I ask them when 

and extend the scheme to Ar-
ran they are unable or unwill-
ing to say.’ 

In reply, Keith Brown MSP 
said: ‘In response to why Ar-
ran and Mull was delayed is 
that we face different condi-
tions there. 

‘We’ve got capacity issues 
on Arran and we need to look 
at the infrastructure.’ 

Concerns have already been 
expressed that the increase in 
ferry traffic will eventually 
mean a second boat is needed 
for the Ardrossan to Brodick 
service.

‘Spreading the benefits of RET 
will be a boost to the economy’
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FOR LANDSCAPING & GROUND WORKS 
See: www.broombrae.co.uk & the Arran Index

Phone: 01770 860435 Mob: 07522 860435
FAX: 01770 860434 

E mail:bgg@broombrae.co.uk 
BGG Ltd, Kilpatrick, Isle of Arran KA27 8EY

BROOMBRAE GROUNDS  
&  GARDENS LTD isle of arran.

HENDRY’S FUNERAL SERVICES LTD

15 Glen Avenue, Brodick
Your Local Independent Funeral Director

S A I F Member

All funeral arrangements
Agents for Golden Charter Funeral Plans and 

Robertson Memorials

Tel Clair on 01770 302233

-

-

Withdrawn

Turbine

Benlister
housing plans 
are scrapped

-
-

Funding
-

-

OPEN EVERY DAY 10.00AM – 4.00PM
BRING £1 COINS

DIGICARDS WOULD MAKE AN 
IDEAL CHRISTMAS PRESENT

WITH 20% OFF!
CARDS AVAILABLE FROM 

THE BOOK AND CARD SHOP, BRODICK, OR
TELEPHONE  860530 / 07917 830166 

WOOLEYS OF ARRAN
BAKERS FOR THE ISLAND
In Brodick and in Lamlash 

(opp High School – behind what was Millers the Butchers)
Both shops open from 7am – 5pm

WITH A FULL RANGE OF BAKERY AND TAKE AWAY GOODS

Try our meal deals in Brodick      and       the lunch munch in Lamlash

 Homemade soup Filled Roll
 Home made pie & Beans ½ Pannini or ½ Baguette
 Tea or coffee Packet of Crisps
Cake of your choice Juice, tea or coffee

£3.95 £2.50      

Pop in or phone ahead with your order
Tel 302280            or   600676



www.arranbanner.co.uk THE ARRAN BANNER, Saturday, 3 December, 2011 3

Plans for two new hydro-
electric power plants on the 

-
cant step forward.

Formal planning approval 
was sought from North Ayr-
shire Council last week for 
the two schemes that could 
provide electricity for 500 to 
700 homes.

One scheme involves utilis-
ing water from the Allt Gob-
lach burn at Pirnmill, on land 
owned by Dougarie Estate. 
The site is described as be-
ing to the east of MacKellar’s 
Wood, Pirnmill. 

Stephen Gibbs, estate own-
er, told the Banner in May: 

ways of harnessing environ-
mentally-friendly renewable 
power on the island. 

‘Wind turbines are not natu-
ral. They only have a life of 
25 years. This form of hydro-
power is less disruptive and 
not visually intrusive.’

The proposed Pirnmill 
pipeline would run for 1,700 
metres on land tenanted by 
farmer John Logan. A meet-
ing of the village association 
was reported to be generally 
in favour of the scheme.

The national strike by public 
sector workers hit services on 
Arran on Wednesday.

Whiting Bay Primary 
School was the only island 
school and one of only three 
council-run schools in North 
Ayrshire to be open. 

Head teacher Annette Tre-
ble reported that ‘some chil-
dren had come to school.’ Out 
of 2,700 schools in Scotland, 
only 30 were open. Parents 
received letters from head 
teachers on Friday 25 No-

time to make arrangements 
for their children.

A UNISON picket line was 
in operation outside Lamlash 

Union member Diana Tur-
bett said: ‘We won’t be here 
all day; just while those 
workers who are coming in 

When one lucky young 
child switches on Brod-
ick’s Christmas lights next 
Sunday it might be last time 
Arran’s main port is illumi-
nated with seasonal cheer.

At its AGM last week, 
the directors of Brodick 
Improvements Committee 
were forced to consider the 
ongoing costs of lighting up 
the village each year. 

‘On top of maintenance, 
testing and the cost of erect-
ing and dismantling the 
lights each year, we now 
have to pay nearly £1,000 to 
North Ayrshire Council for 
the lighting poles to be as-
sessed every three years,’ ex-
plained chairman Ian Small.

‘This fee is due again next 
March, but with so many 

to carry the modest extra 
weight of our decorations, 
we question whether this is 
the best use of our limited 
funds.’

Vice chairman Harry Dav-
idson said: ‘The council will 
take no action to rectify the 
condemned poles ahead of 
their scheduled replacement, 
which may not be for many 
years.’

Islanders contributed over 
£20,000 to purchase the 
original lights back in 2003. 

Since then, with minimal 
grant assistance from the 
council, Brodick Improve-
ments Committee have 
ensured that the lights go on 
each year. 

They now estimate that 
it may cost around £4,000 
to comply with all the 
regulations next year - which 
would require a further fund-
raising exercise.

Brodick
Christmas
lights at 
risk due
to costs

Two island hydro 
electric power 
plants on the cards

The second hydro-elec-
tric plant is proposed for the 
Garbh Allt burn at a site to the 
north-east of Monyquil Farm 
on the String Road. 

The applicant for this pro-
posal is listed as The Lady 
Jean Fforde of Arran Estates. 
Managed Estates, based in 
Stirling, is overseeing both 
schemes. The one at Mo-
nyquil is described as vacant 
land, used primarily for deer 
stalking.

The proposed pipeline would 
run for 1,300 metres from 
above Eas Ban waterfalls and 
down to a small powerhouse 
next to Monyquil settlement.

Bill Bateman of Managed 
Estates said: ‘We have been 
involved in quite a few simi-
lar schemes in Perthshire and 
Argyll. People are beginning 
to realise what brilliant little 
schemes these are. There is 
no noise disturbance and they 
just tick away with a life of 
60 to 100 years. 

‘Compared to wind turbines, 
this is chalk and cheese.’

Both sites are close to over-
head power cables for con-
nection to the grid with Scot-
tish and Southern Electricity.

UNISON pickets outside Lamlash council offices on Wednesday morning.     02_b48str01

Strike hits 
public services

have got into work.’
Brodick Library was closed 

as were the leisure facilities 
at KA Leisure in the High 
School.

A statement from North Ayr-
shire Council said: ‘Refuse 
collections are likely to be 
severely disrupted. 

‘Domestic refuse collections 
which are not carried out that 
day will be prioritised and 
bins will be uplifted as soon 
as possible thereafter. All of 
North Ayrshire’s schools bar 
three will be closed to all pu-
pils.

‘The schools which will be 
partially open are Skelmorlie, 
Lawthorn and Whiting Bay.’

Ewing Hope of UNISON 
Ayrshire and Arran branch 
said: ‘Going on strike has 
been a last resort for us – but 
we’ve been forced into it. 

‘The Government have put 
through changes which will 
mean our pensions will de-
crease by as much as 15 per-
cent.’

 www.thedouglashotel.co.uk 

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR DETAILS
www.thedouglashotel.co.uk

Lunches and Dinners
Quick Bites 

Coffee, Tea & Cakes
Cocktails

Wine & Nibbles

Christmas
  at the Douglas 

We have some availability for 

Party Nights and are now 

taking reservations for

Christmas Lunch
in our Bistro CALL 01770 302968

With special ROOM RATES for party guests
why not save a taxi fare and make a real night of it? 

LIVE MUSIC IN THE BAR EVERY
OTHER SATURDAY

Winter
at

The Douglas Hotel
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Scottish Franchise of the Year 1999/2000
UK Entrepreneur of the year 2001/2002

 from Braehead Farm, Sliddery 
Delivered frozen to your door, at a time convenient to you.

No order too small.
For orders or Pricelist contact Braehead Beef & Lamb 

Tel 870348

ARRAN
REARED BEEF

& LAMBFree Range 
Eggs

Available

The extreme weather last 
weekend forced considerable 
changes to the plans for the 
Santa Sparkles on the Shore 
event in Lamlash. 

Main organisers Geof-
frey Dallamore and Timothy 
Billings of Glenisle Hotel 
explained that when two of 
the marquees blew down on 
Friday they attempted to re-
locate some of the 20 stalls 
into the hotel bedrooms. ‘But 
the Council told us we would 
need a brand new market 
traders licence,’ exclaimed 
Geoffrey.

Ian Mackay, Solicitor for 
North Ayrshire Council said: 
‘The owners of the Glenisle 
Hotel applied for a temporary 
market trader’s licence on 18 
October ahead of the Santa 
Sparkles on the Shore event. 

North Ayrshire needs YOU
to show your support

Craigielea Care Home in Whit-
ing Bay will close this week 
after seven months of uncer-
tainty about its future. 

The care home failed - by a 
-

spection report carried out in 
recent years with no improve-
ment at all over the three years 
in the areas of care, manage-
ment, leadership and environ-
ment.

According to Elma Murray, 
chief executive of North Ayr-

Residents move as 
care home closes 
its doors 

shire Council, in discussions 
with Kenneth Gibson MSP, on 
not one occasion did Craigielea 
meet the minimum standard 
expected for any of the criteria 
by which it was measured, de-
spite frequent changes in man-
agement and staff.   

On 12 July after a further in-
spection, Mr Bill Duncan, In-
spection Manager made it clear 
that, due to the severity of his 
concerns, the facility ‘could 
no longer be permitted to de-

liver such a poor level of care,’ 
which is why a moratorium on 
new admissions was imposed.

Ms Murray said that it was the 
proprietors who took the deci-
sion - on 22 July - to close after 
previously looking for a buyer 
for the business.

Brodick community council-
lor, Harry Davidson, who has 
a family member living at the 
facility said: ‘There can be no 
winners in this situation.

‘The owners lose their busi-
ness after 22 years with never 
a complaint from a resident or 
relative…and upwards of 12 
excellent staff will be out of 
work.’

He added: ‘Relatives have 
had untold distress, and the res-

over 90, have to somehow re-
adjust, or as we fear, succumb.’ 

While Ms Murray said that 
‘there is no way back’ for Crai-
gielea, NAC’s plans for Mon-
trose House will now change. 

The capacity for the planned 
new build will be increased by 
10.     

Pictured with Provost McPhee are last year’s winners, including second from the 
left,  Sarah Hay and Jan McGregor of Arran Art in Mind - winners of the North 
Ayrshire Arts and Culture Award. b47civ01NO

Community champions who 
enrich the lives of others will 
once again be recognised at 
the second North Ayrshire 
Provost’s Civic Pride Awards 
and Charity Dinner on Friday 
23 March.

Hosted by Provost of 
North Ayrshire Council, Pat 
McPhee, the 2012 Awards 
will celebrate the area’s great-
est asset – its people – by rec-

of local groups and individu-
als.

This year Arran’s Art in 
Mind group won the North 
Ayrshire Arts and Culture 
Award, for their dedication 
to helping vulnerable people 
through art work. 

Next year’s Provost’s Civic 
Pride Awards will pay trib-
ute to the outstanding talent, 
skills and success of local 
citizens.

Members of the public will 
soon be given the chance to 
nominate their local heroes, 
active community groups, 

young citizens, aspiring 
sportsmen and women, tal-
ented local artists and inspi-
rational volunteers. Nomina-
tion forms and further details 
on the awards will appear in 
next week’s Banner.

to be presented at the event 
on Friday, 23 March are: 

Community Group Award, 
Citizen of the Year, Young 
Citizen of the Year (Under 
25 years), Arts and Culture 
Award and Sports Award. 

No market stalls allowed 
in hotel bedrooms

‘Two days prior to the event, 
however, Mr Billings – one 
of the owners - contacted the 
Council to explain that he in-
tended to move some market 
stalls into the bedrooms of 
the hotel.

‘Licensing Staff explained 
that this was contrary to the 
hotel’s alcohol licence and 
that he would need to apply 
for a major variation to the 
licence in order to hold the 
stalls inside.

‘Mr Billings sent an email 
the day before the event to 
say it would go ahead as per 
the conditions of the tempo-
rary market trader’s licence.

‘He subsequently called 
the Licensing Department on 
Monday, 28 November seek-
ing advice on how to apply 
for a licence for next year.’  

OPEN DAY
Saturday, 10 December 2011, 2pm to 4pm

EVERYONE WELCOME
Come to see the newly refurbished Big Beach House

(formerly Cameronia) in Whiting Bay.
Stunning 20 bed self-catering accommodation.
Mulled wine and mince pies while they last.

Opening hours 10am – 5pm. Last food orders 4pm
Closed Sunday and Monday

Golf Course Rd, Whiting Bay
Tel: 700393

Paintings & Prints by Shiela Findlay on display Eat alfresco in our seafront garden

Delicious Snacks & Light Meals. Homebaking always available
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REPORT
by HOWARD DRIVER

editor@arranbanner.co.uk

M.B.S.
B U I L D I N G  a n d T I M B E R  S U P P L I E S

The Old Pier, Whiting Bay. Tel: (01770) 700202, Fax: (01770) 700711

OPEN Monday-Saturday 8.00 a.m.- 5 p.m. DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE

PAINT

PLUMBING

TOOL HIRE

 TIMBER

Arran was featured on the 
Channel Five documentary 
Highland Emergency last 
Wednesday.

The programme covers the 
work of the emergency serv-
ices in the Scottish High-
lands.

Last week’s episode showed 
a search and rescue helicop-
ter coming to the aid of an 
injured man on Goatfell. 

Well-known local worker 
Rab MacKay had been repair-
ing paths high up Glen Rosa 
in springtime when a boulder 
slipped and trapped his index 

Murdoch and Simon Thor-
born alerted the emergency 
services and a Sea King heli-
copter was scrambled from 
HMS Gannet at Prestwick.

Television viewers saw the 
-

utes to get airborne. After 
crossing the Clyde in 13 min-
utes at 120mph, pilot Lt Phil 

The system of democracy on Arran ‘is not working as well 
as it should be’. 

That was the view of the Community Council chairman, 
John Inglis, when he spoke at the council’s AGM on Tues-
day night. 

He said that he was pleased with what had been achieved 
in the past year but that he was concerned that the island 
wasn’t being represented properly.

Other councillors agreed that in order to be more proactive 
within the community they needed younger members.

John Inglis was voted in once again as the chairman of the 
Isle of Arran Community Council.

The appointment was made at the AGM of the council at 
the Ormidale Pavilion in Brodick on Tuesday night.

Vice-chairman is Jim Henderson of Lamlash, secretary is 
Bill Calderwood of Brodick and Harry Davidson has agreed 
to be the treasurer for one more year.

Finger saved 
by Sea King 
helicopter

Gamble carefully landed the 
craft on a grassy ridge 2,500 
feet up the hillside. 

‘I can see three guys on 
a rock there,’ shouted the 
winchman.

Rab, Scott and Simon made 
their way down the ridge and 
a crewman attended to Rab’s 
injury. 

above the noise of the rotor 
blades. ‘It’s just about off!’

As the crew loaded Rab and 

they received another emer-
gency call. 

A 21-year-old woman was 
in labour with complications 

and needed to be airlifted 
from Rothesay. So instead 
of taking Rab straight to the 
Southern General in Glas-
gow, the Sea King headed for 
Rothesay, uplifted the woman 
and a midwife then took both 
casualties the 26 miles to 
Paisley Hospital. 

‘She’s more important than 
me,’ Rab told the camera. 

-
ing off.’

severed, but after expert 
treatment and 10 stitches, 
surgeons managed to save the 
digit.

Meanwhile the Sea King and 
crew were diverted to a casu-

Hospital in Fort William. 

show brought a huge crowd 
to Lamlash last Saturday.

Organised and paid for by 
Geoffrey Dallamore and Tim-
othy Billings of the Glenisle 
Hotel, the display in the hotel 
garden promised to be even 
better than last year’s spec-
tacular inaugural event.

Unfortunately, things didn’t 
go quite to plan, and many of 

activate.
The display was designed to 

Glenisle Hotel lit up by one of the display fireworks.     b48fire03    photo Jonathan McIntosh

not disappoint large crowd
be musically choreographed 
and started with the hotel it-
self being illuminated in time 
to the music. Then things be-
gan to go wrong. 

Pyrotechnics
Of the 17 planned pyrotech-

nic cues, only four worked. 
The end result was still quite 
spectacular and the crowd ap-
plauded in appreciation. 

Afterwards Geoffrey said: 
‘I’m speechless. After so 
much preparation, it all 
seemed to go wrong. 

a different pyrotechnic com-
pany next year!’

The village tree opposite 
Jimmy Gordon’s was lit at 
5pm, and by 6pm an expect-
ant crowd in excess of 1,000 
had assembled on the front 
green outside the hotel.

Geoffrey told the Banner: .
-

play was disappointing to put 
it mildly, but next year we are 
determined to make it bigger 
and better.’

Community council
THE VILLAGE SHOP

WHITING BAY

Telephone 700349

Open 7 days

Monday – Saturday 7am – 6pm

Sunday – 9am – 5pm

DELI COUNTER

Freshly baked continental bread

Take-away rolls and soups available

Fresh fruit and vegetables

Green City Products

IN STORE WEEKLY SPECIAL OFFERS

Natures Larder, Plants available gift wrapped

Christmas made to order Food Baskets

10% off  “Herbal Crafted Gifts”

with voucher from 

25th November – 23rd December
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ARDROSSAN
HARBOUR
TO YOUR DESTINATION

Mainland Taxi’s
07921 998457
01294 463556
Glasgow Airport £30

Prestwick Airport £23

Irvine Central Hospital £14

Crosshouse Hospital £20

Ayr Hospital £30

Troon Harbour £21

Seamill Hydro £12

Kilmarnock £22

Ayr £27
For other quotes just ask!
Friendly Reliable Service
www.mainland-taxis.co.uk
7 SEATER WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE VEHICLE 
AVAILABLE

Id
ea

l G
ift

8-seater taxis available

Ardrossan Harbour to:

Glasgow Airport
£30.00

Prestwick Airport
£25.00

Return bookings and other 
prices on request.

St Andrew’s 
dinner for
party members 
at the Douglas

Kenneth Gibson, third right, at the St Andrew’s dinner in the Douglas Hotel.     b48snp01

West of Scotland MPs express grave 
concerns at Clyde coastguard closure

Elderly forum 
organises first 
Christmas
lunch

Local SNP members cel-
ebrated St Andrew’s Night a 
few days early with a dinner 
at the Douglas Hotel last Sat-
urday.

Despite some awful weather 
with the Caledonian Isles on 
amber alert all day, Arran’s 
MSP Kenneth Gibson and 
wife Patricia managed to get 
over to the island and enjoy 
the event as principal guests.

Kenneth remarked: ‘Since 
May I have had a few op-
portunities to express my ap-
preciation to the members, 
supporters and voters on the 
Isle of Arran who worked 
and helped to shape a historic 
electoral victory.

‘On this occasion I wish to 
thank everyone once again. 

‘Last May the Scottish elec-

democratically elected major-
ity government in the Scottish 
Parliament at the heart of our 
nation’s capital.

‘All our SNP MSPs certain-
ly feel the weight of expecta-
tion on our shoulders. And so 
they should. They recognise 
that the nation’s trust has been 
lent to us.

Nothing Greater
‘And there is nothing 

greater. We must live up to it. 
‘The people of Arran expect 

no less of their own elected 
representative.

‘I am therefore pleased to 
continue to promote and ar-
gue the case for increased 
investment over the lifetime 
of this parliament for a grow-
ing number of major island 
projects including the new 
ferry linkspan, investment in 

new housing, road improve-
ments and of course, Road 
Equivalent Tariff. 

‘All this is designed to de-
velop the island’s social and 
economic infrastructure.

‘On St Andrew’s Night we 
celebrate the idea and mean-
ing of Scotland. We are con-
scious that across the world in 
many countries, with diverse 
cultures, we can be certain 
that where there are numbers 
of Scots, working and liv-
ing, there will this week be 
celebrations big and small, 
probably more than here in 
Scotland. Speeches will be 
made, songs sung and music 
played.

‘At some point in these 
celebrations there will be a 
pause and a toast given: ‘to 
St Andrew and Scotland.’

West of Scotland MPs have 
met with the Secretary of 
State for Scotland to express 
their concerns at the proposed 
closure of MRCC Clyde 
based at Greenock.

Arran’s MP Katy Clark who 
secured the meeting said: ‘It 
is deeply concerning that the 
Government is pushing for-
ward with these dangerous 
proposals.

‘There is going to be a mas-
sive reduction in the number 
of coastguards serving the 
west coast of Scotland with 
far greater cuts in the numbers 
of coastguards – more than 
50percent from the informa-
tion we have been provided 
with - than other parts of the 
UK and a huge loss of local 
knowledge with the work be-

ing transferred to Northern 
Ireland.   At present Ministers 
and the Coastguard Agency 
management appear unable 
to answer serious questions 
about how these changes will 
be implemented in a way that 
does not compromise mari-
time safety along the west 
coast of Scotland.’ 

Concerns were raised about 
the loss of local knowledge, 
the impact of reduced staff 
numbers on safety and a po-
tential gap in service during 
the transitional arrangements. 

In particular serious con-
cerns were raised that the 
lease at MRCC Clyde will run 
out before the new Maritime 
Operations Centre (MOC) in 
Fareham is operational.

Stuart Atkinson, local Pub-
lic and Commercial Services 
union rep, said: ‘PCS is very 
concerned for the safety of 
the public and seafarers on 
the west coast of Scotland. 

‘At present neither we nor 
the public have been informed 
how the MCA (Maritime and 
Coastguard Agency) plan to 
operate the coastguard serv-
ice on the west coast in the 
short term. If the MCA fail to 
handle the transitional period 
properly lives will be lost.’ 

Elderly Forum continues to 
go from strength to strength.

The group meets regularly 
in the Ormidale Pavilion but 
is currently looking for an-
other less expensive suitable 
venue.

At the last meeting on 19 
October it was decided to 
look into the possibility of 

Christmas lunch.
Forum secretary Janet 

Lacey told the Banner that 
the lunch had been arranged 
for Friday 9 December in the 
Glencloy Suite at Auchran-
nie, starting at 12noon. 
Members are asked to 
contact Janet on 820210 and 
book their places.

SAVE

£5
GIFT VOUCHER
SPEND £50
AND GET
£5 OFF
ONLY ONE VOUCHER
PER SALE
NO PHOTOCOPIES
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Celebrations to mark the 
175th Arran Show came to 
a climax on Saturday night 
with a hugely successful din-
ner and dance at the Kinloch 
Hotel.

On Wednesday 3 August, 
Arran Farmers Society had 
welcomed a return visit from 
HRH Princess Anne, The 
Princess Royal, to the 175th

Arran Show at Glenkiln. 
This followed on from her 

previous Royal visit to the 
150th show 25 years earlier.

And Saturday’s celebrations 
followed on from the 150th

Islanders will receive a 5p per 
litre reduction in fuel duty 
from 1 March next year, the 

on Friday morning.
Chief secretary to the Treas-

ury Danny Alexander an-
nounced that the European 

-
proval to the derogation 
scheme for all the Scottish is-
lands and the Isles of Scilly.

Mr Alexander said: ‘As well 
as securing EU clearance, 
we have produced a scheme 
designed to protect the 

’We have also delivered on a 
promise to help address the 
persistent unfairness of some 
of the lowest income com-

Christmas
thanks from 
Lamlash
Improvements
The Lamlash Improvements 
Group would like to say a big 
thank you to all who helped 
to put up the village Christ-
mas tree last weekend.

In particular they would 

made a great job of the tree 
and lights, they are fabulous. 

Also thanks to the Glenisle 
Hotel for the Santa’s Sparkle 
festivities and all the Lamlash 

prizes which raised £313 for 
the Improvements Group. 

The 50/50 winners for No-
vember and December were 
Nan Noble and Mick Can-
non, both from Lamlash each 
receiving a cheque for £100.

Fuel duty rebate                   

for islanders
munities in the country pay-
ing among the highest pump 
prices.’ 

Arran’s MSP Kenneth Gib-
son has welcomed the deci-
sion.

He said he was pleased that 
HM Revenue and Customs 
has put in place a scheme that 
will be easy for retailers to 
manage, as they will be able to 
claim the rebate from January 
1, as they order in supplies.
Mr Gibson - who campaigned 
for Arran’s inclusion in the 
scheme after it was initially 
excluded - said: ‘Fuel is one 
of the main issues of concern 
on Arran and I welcome that 
we have a start date for the 
pilot scheme. 

Credit
‘The previous UK Labour 

Government refused to in-
troduce an island fuel re-
bate so the Coalition must 
take credit for doing so.
’The price of fuel is now at 
record levels, with a huge 
gulf in price between the Ar-
ran and the mainland. 

‘While this pilot will go 
some way to helping motor-
ists, the Chancellor must also 
scrap the proposed 3p a litre 
fuel duty increase proposed 
for January.’

Special year rounded off 
with Kinloch party

Margaret Stewart and Christine McBride cut the 175th

Farmers’ Show cake at Saturday night’s celebration at 
the Kinloch.  02_b48far01

Part of the display of 
Arran Show memorabilia 
at the Kinloch on 
Saturday; the Centenary 
Show poster from 1930.      
02_b48far02

dinner dance in 1986, also 
held at the Kinloch Hotel.

Society chairman, Kenny 
Bone, made a short welcoming 
speech outlining his thanks to 
the many people who helped 
to make this year’s Show so 
successful. He also said that 
the 130 tickets had been sold 
out six weeks earlier with an 
extensive waiting list for any 
cancellations.

So popular was the event 
that he suggested that this din-
ner and dance could become 
an annual occasion. Society 
vice chairman Liz Kennedy 
said Grace, and a celebration 
cake was cut jointly by cur-
rent secretary Christine Mc-
Bride and Margaret Stewart, 
the oldest serving Society 
secretary.

A special display of memo-
rabilia from former Arran 
Shows, including rosettes, 
photographs, catalogues and 
posters, was held in the Grill 
Room at the hotel.

The company danced into 
the night to the music of The 
Big Squeeze ceilidh band 
fronted by this year’s sheep 
judge, Kenny Johnstone of 
Biggar.



press policy
WE AT The Arran Banner do our utmost to make sure that all our reports 
are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on occasion, mistakes 
can occur in the hectic process of producing a local newspaper.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in print. 
The 

Arran Banner, Brodick, Arran giving your day-time telephone number 
where possible. 

This statement of policy will appear on this page every week along with 

The Arran Banner adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s Code 
of Conduct.  The views expressed in The Arran Banner are not necessarily 
those of the The Oban Times Group.

your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 
words in length for publication on this page. The 
editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses 
must be supplied, including on e-mails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime telephone number is also 
required for verification. Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact telephone number will not 
be printed. Please write or fax to: Letters Page, The 
Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran. 
E-mail editor@arranbanner.co.uk

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Arran
Deliveries
Glasgow Depot
Arran Deliveries
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow G14 OHB

Arran Deliveries
The Parcel Point
Harbour Road, 
Ardrossan
North Ayrshire 
KA22 8BZ

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
Daily collection throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and surrounding districts

Tel: 01475 676 255
Fax: 01294 469 492

Open Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm
Accepting goods destined 
for the island

We deliver the goods
not excuses
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‘To us a Child is born, to us a Son is given and He will 
be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
father, Prince of Peace.’ (Isaiah 9:6) 

Someone
remembered
Sir,
During a visit to Lamlash 
Cemetery I was so pleased 
to see Remembrance Crosses 
at War Grave Commission 
headstones.

I wish to thank whoever 
puts those crosses in place 
since one of the headstones is 
to the memory of HD Frost, 
HMS Cardiff, who was my 
later mother’s uncle.

Those small acts of remem-
brance are much appreciated 
by families who cannot visit 
as often as they would wish 
and on their behalf I would 
like to say again, thank you.

Yours,
F T Laird
Skipton
Yorkshire  

Winter wonderland 
Sir,
I felt it right to use The Ban-
ner on this occasion to write a 
letter for all on Arran to have 
a chance to read as it express-
es the sentiments of so many 
people so I do hope you will 
print it.

During this dreadful spell of 
high seas and violent gusty 
winds that prevailed on Arran 
this past weekend, there was 
one wonderful event which 
almost made us forget our 
woes and that was ‘Santa’s 
Sparkle’.

What a superb event it 
turned out to be! 

Thanks and congratulations 
are due to the two men who 
thought it all up, agonised 
whether to go ahead or not 
due to the weather and had 
the terrible sight on Saturday 
morning of there being only 
one large marquee left out of 
four after the ravages of the 
storm the night before.

Their courageous decision 
to go ahead was a very brave 
one indeed – but what a huge 
success it all turned out to be 
in the end.

On behalf of all the Arran 
folk and visitors who had a 
wonderful two days of care-
fully planned entertainment, 

(second to none) and just pure 
friendship and fun.

We thank you from the bot-
tom of our hearts Geoff and 
Tim for giving us plenty of 

memories that we will re-
member for a very long time.

You must be exhausted by 

but I hope you felt the great 
surge of warmth towards both 
of you for your tremendous 
work and determination to 
give us all a weekend such 
as Lamlash has never seen 
before.

Thank you – and thank you 
from us all – we deeply ap-
preciate all you did to make 
not only Santa ‘sparkle’. 

Congratulations and well 
done.

Yours,
Gillean Bussell
Caorann
Lamlash

All in it together
Sir,
‘We are all in this together’ 
David Cameron said. 

Why do the public sector 
members think that they are 
any different from the rest of 
us who don’t belong to the 
executive classes and who 
can’t or would not withdraw 
their labour?

The self-employed, the 
small business operators, 
manufacturers and trades 
people are as affected and 
concerned about the economy 
as are public sector workers. 

Many don’t have any pen-
sion at all, would get no re-
dundancy and have very real 
worries about job and busi-
ness sustainability. 

Some will face bankruptcy 
through no fault of their own 
unless the economy picks up 
rapidly. 

Is the lesson not to keep our 
heads down and work if we 
are fortunate to have a job? 
Nothing will look better un-
til the economy improves and 
that includes pensions and 
salaries.

The strike is reputed to be 
costing the country £0.5 bil-
lion.

Will that make the govern-
ment sympathetic to the strik-
ers? I don’t think so. 

Will the greedy bankers 
be inconvenienced by the 
strike?

Not nearly as much as par-
ents in work with children, 
the elderly and the vulner-
able.

We all agree that the gap be-

tween rich and poor is driving 
more into poverty and is dam-
aging the very way of life that 
wars were fought for in the 
not too distant past. ‘West-
ern’ society as we know it is 
threatened with disrepute. 

All we can hope is that the 
ugly side of capitalism will 
be brought down a peg, that
economies will grow and 
then pensions and salaries 
will rise. 

Personally I don’t think 
strikes like this help anything 
including the people who, in 
good faith, think that striking 
will solve the present prob-
lems.

‘From little acorns oak trees 
grow’, we can only work our 
way out of the doldrums we 
are in. 

Yours.
Margie Currie 
Eastland
Shiskine
Only minority
favour strike 
Sir, 
Did whoever transcribed Mr 
Turbett’s dog-eared attempt 
to excuse the public sector 
strike of 30 November make 
an unintentional typing er-
ror?

Should the published ‘over-
whelming’ not have been ‘un-
derwhelming ballot support’?

Overwhelming – irresistible 
by force of numbers.

I would contend that an 
overwhelming majority was 
50.1 per cent or more in fa-
vour of something.

However, once again, at 
every turn since the strike was 
announced union spokespeo-
ple have spun or fudged the 
low numbers who voted, in 
some unions as few as 25 per 
cent of members, let alone in 
favour of strike action.

Even the leader of the TUC 
when interviewed on BBC 
Radio Four’s ‘The World At 
One’ grudgingly admitted 
that there was no majority in 
favour of the strike.

Once again a determined 
minority has relied on the 
voting apathy of the majority 
to take their cause forward in 
the manner of ‘Carry On At 
Your Convenience’.

But it does not have to be a 
minority.

Ferry workers vote not to 

strike and the, highly paid, 
union leader sallies north 
from his, expensive, London 

-
versed.

Democracy in action.
For balance; Underwhelm-

ing – failing to impress.
Oh, and if Mr Turbett cov-

ets another better rewarded 
employment then why does 
he not seek to gain it? Or is 
he just not up to the job?

Yours,
Name and address supplied

Stamp out poverty
Sir, 
For several years now, a 
growing band of islanders 
have been saving the used 
stamps from their mail, and 
passing them to me to de-
liver to OXFAM’s stamp-ex-
pert David Tennant, based in
Troon’s OXFAM. 

David sorts them for 
sale to stamp collectors 
all over the world, to raise 
funds for OXFAM’s work.
Any and all used stamps have 
a resale value; from exotic
foreign stamps to the plainest 
second-class UK stamps. 

Just cut them off the enve-
lope leaving a one centimetre 
margin of paper all round the 
edge of the stamps. 

Phone me (303912) and I 
will arrange to collect them 
or, if you are passing, bring 
them to my house - Crimond 
in Strathwhillan Road Brod-
ick .

A huge thank you to all the 
faithful individuals and busi-
nesses on Arran who help by 
collecting used stamps all 
year round. 

They are all going to a very 
good cause. 

The more the merrier; 
new savers are always wel-
come to join in, so pass 
the word to your friends.
Happy Christmas to you all, 
and here’s hoping you all re-
ceive lots of letters cards and 
parcels despite the weather.
Yours,
Janet Baraclough
Brodick 

•Do you have
a story for

The Arran Banner?
Call our reporters on                 

01770 302142

State employees will join the 
rest of us in working longer 
The public row between the unions and the government 

-
day’s walkout over public sector pension reforms. 

The unions stood by their argument that the reforms mean 
their members will have to pay more, work longer and earn 
less.

Meanwhile the government said public sector workers 
must play their part in making the system more sustainable 
in the long-term as people are living longer - and that the 
reforms will still mean they have among the best pensions 
available. Who’s right? 

Even here on Arran the strike hit us hard – all the schools 
were closed apart from Whiting Bay and parents were 

Some council workers could be seen dotting about in their 
liveried vans but the library was shut, refuse collection was 
disrupted and some social services were affected.  

Arran has many public sector workers but as a whole the 
island is mainly populated by self-employed people and 
those with small business.

Few people working on Arran will ever have the luxury 
of a pension as healthy as those employed by the state.

And most will have to continue working well in to their 
old age while public sector workers will still be able to 
retire at a relatively young age.

The pension age for public servants will rise to match the 
state pension age of 65 – which itself is rising to 66. 

For those just beginning their working lives it is a depress-
ing thought that for many retirement may be something no 
one can even consider until well into their seventies.

And that is the reality. We are all living longer. 
Many who have retired in the last few years can look for-

ward to maybe 30 years of retirement unlike those who 
th century. 

The government admits that their reforms mean some 
people will have to work longer.

But the Unions say their members will also get less when 
they retire, despite working longer because the type of pen-
sion is changing along with their accrual rates. 

Whatever side you are on this is the reality: Britain is 
currently in debt and the middle and upper classes need 
to take a hit sometimes to protect the very survival of our 
economy. 

All those who went out on strike need to remember how 
lucky they really are. 
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Weather fails
to dampen the 
spirits at new 
Lamlash event
Despite some very wild 
weather, Santa did indeed 
sparkle on the shore in Lam-
lash last Saturday and Sun-
day.

This new event, master-
minded and underwritten by 
the Glenisle Hotel and Bistro, 
was in association with Visit 
Arran, Arran Events and Isle 
of Arran Distillery. Much for-
ward planning had gone into 
the two-day ‘festive extrava-
ganza’ but as with the best-
laid plans of mice and men, 
the weather intervened.

By Wednesday it had be-
come clear that the forecast 
for the weekend was for 
heavy rain and high winds. 

Emergency talks were held 
between all the organisers, 
and at the time Geoffrey Dal-
lamore of Glenisle said: ‘We 
are determined not to let the 
weather change our plans. 
There will be plenty of festive 
food and drink available and 

the North Pole especially for 
the event.’

-
quees went up, and overnight 

two of them came down. Ge-
offrey said: ‘We struggled to 
get the marquees up in high 
winds. One was blown down 
and badly damaged and the 
other had its windows blown 
out so we had to dismantle 
it. But hundreds of people 
pulled together and we made 
alternative arrangements.’

On Saturday the two remain-
ing marquees were packed 
with local stalls selling a va-
riety of festive goodies. Other 
stalls were squeezed into the 
hotel, and the live music acts 
that had expected to be on an 
outside stage adapted to the 
intimate surroundings of the 
hotel’s lounge bar. Most im-
portantly, despite the weather 
people still came, enjoyed 
themselves and spent some 
money. 

Geoffrey added: ‘We have 
proved that you can do this 
sort of thing in winter. 

‘Many of the stallholders 
said that people who did not 
live in their village hardly 
knew that their business ex-

isted until this weekend. For 
them it seemed to be a great 
success.’

To put the icing on the cake, 
around 3 o’clock on Satur-
day afternoon Santa arrived, 
landed his sleigh on the hotel 
roof, and entertained a long 
line up of excited children in 
the hotel lounge.

Stallholder Colin Stobbs 
said: ‘We owe Geoffrey and 
Timothy huge thanks for or-
ganising this weekend and 
overcoming the many obsta-
cles.’

Stacey Smith, another stall-
holder, said: ‘We would like 
to thank the organisers from 
the Glenisle Hotel who made 
sure the event went ahead de-
spite the horrendous weather. 
Without their tireless hard 
work the whole community 
would have missed out on an 
excellent event.’

 A Chris Attkins video of 
the weekend, including the 

available soon on the hotel’s 
website.

‘We struggled to get the marquees up’

Santa greets his first young customers in the lounge of Glenisle Hotel on Saturday.     
02_b48san07

Adele Smith of the Royal Arran Hotel serves her 
delicious cupcakes to Gillean Bussell.     02_b48san02

Cladach Visitor Centre, Brodick, KA27 8DE. Mon-Sat 
10-5, Sun 11-4 

20% OFF all SNOW BOOTS*

PLUS
10% OFF EVERYTHING**

WHEN YOU SPEND 
£25 OR MORE

*SNOW BOOTS OFFER APPLIES 02.12.11 TO 11.12.11

** 10% OFF VOUCHER APPLIES 02.12.11 TO 24.12.11. 
OFFER APPLIES ONLY ON PRESENTATION OF THE VOUCHER. 

OFFER INCLUDES SALE ITEMS.

JOHN
ROBERTSON
& SONS

Blackwaterfoot,
Isle of Arran KA27 8EZ

Telephone/Fax: 01770 860243
Mob: 07799640214

Email: john.robertson2@btconnect.com

All types of Joinery & Building Work

ESTIMATES 
FREE Reg. No. S3499

Joiners, Glaziers & Building Contractors

Building Extensions Double Glazing
Alterations Supplier of timber, plywood, 
Fitted Kitchens plasterboard etc
Repairs & Maintenance Timber & UPVC Windows  
Timber Frame Kits & Doors

Joiners Ltd
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Looking for the 
perfect gift?

Offers available to new UK subscribers only. For worldwide subscription rates please call us on 

.*Saving based on 3 issues for £1, thereafter £9.99 per quarter paid by Direct Debit, available only by calling.

DECEMBER 2011

FESTIVE SEASON FOOD SPECIAL Recipes for a memorable Christmas Day from four top chefs 

THE BATTLE OF MAY
HOW BEAVERS COLONISED THE TAYBRINGING WHISKY BACK TO LEWISMARK BEAUMONT:THE EXPLORER

MONARCH OF THE GLEN

Plus

ICONIC SCOTTISH FILM LOCATIONS

25Our Christmas gift guide

REVEALED 

THE WORLD’S 

FINEST 
WHISKIES

COUNTRY NEWS   INTERIORS   GARDENS   FOOD & DRINK   PROPERTY   ANTIQUES   FASHION   TRAVEL  DECEMBER 2011. £3.60

PAGES OF

30%
SAVE*

Choose from one of 3 
amazing Christmas offers:

Buy 3 subscriptions & get 1 free
      OR
3 issues for £1, thereafter £9.99 per quarter by 
direct debit, saving 30%*

      OR
Give a one year gift subscription for only £43.20 
and receive 1 issue free

1

2

3

Then choose one of two easy ways to pay:
Call 01631 568000 or Click

Santa still sparkles in the 

Ain’t Misbehavin’ performing songs in the lounge bar of Glenisle Hotel on Sunday.      02_b48san03

Timothy Billings of Glenisle Hotel with Amy Rickard 
and Jo Hunter dispensing Glenisle mulled wine. 
 02_b48san05

Alison Garratt and Janelle Paton on their stall in one of 
the marquees.      02_b48san06

Santa Claus making his entry down the stairs at 
Glenisle.     02_b48san08

SLIDDERY SUPPLIES
Stockists and Suppliers of 

Agricultural and General Hardware

USEFUL PRESENTS FOR
PRACTICAL PEOPLE

SPECIAL ORDERS NEED TO BE 
WITH US BY 10th DECEMBER

Tel: 870 225
We close at 12 noon on Saturdays and are 

closed every Sunday
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high winds and heavy rain

Jim and Brenda Stewart made a sterling effort to sell 
raffle tickets for Lamlash Improvements.     02_b48san11

Faye Black and Gerard Tattersfield on the Isle of Arran 
Distillery stall.     02_b48san04

Festive serving wenches Mandy Murray, Isla 
MacDonald and Jude Murray behind the bar at 
Glenisle.      02_b48san09

Diane Lewis and Colin Stobbs serving traditional 
sweeties.      02_b48san10

The barbecue did a roaring trade on Sunday afternoon.     
02_b48san12

Old Byre Showroom
Machrie and Sheepskin Shop, Brodick

Open 10am-5pm 
Monday-Saturday, 
11am-4pm
Sunday at both shops. 

Fabulous Christmas ideas to 
suit all the family

If you are unable to come 
to us please give us a 
call on 840227 and we’ll 
bring a selection of gifts 
within your budget  to 
choose from your home. Mail order. www.oldbyre.co.uk

Book your table now on 01770 302169

Brodick Bar
& Brasserie

OPENING HOURS
Monday – Saturday.
Lunches  12.30pm – 2.30pm
Evening Meals 5.30pm – 9.00pm
Lunches, snacks, coffees and dinner.

Winter Warmer Lunch Menu £11.95
For two courses and small glass of wine, half pint 
beer or soft drink.

Come in and enjoy a beer or nice glass of wine.

Choose throughout the festive 
season from our varied menu.

CHRISTMAS TREES FOR SALE
Forest Office, Auchrannnie Road, 

Brodick

Every weekday 
7th – 23rd December

Also Saturday 10th December.
Open Midday – 4.30pm
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Arran’s Jazz Café band have 
-

ing, entitled Just My Size, 
and it comes as no surprise 
that it’s a complete success. 

The band was formed in 
2000 after a letter was sent in 
to The Banner from trombon-
ist John Gibson, bemoaning 
the fact that there were all 
sorts of musical groups on 
Arran except jazz.

and gradually built up a loyal 
following over the years. 

In recent times, the band’s 
repertoire has vastly increased 
and a selection of their most 
popular items appear on this 
new recording, coming in at 
just a minute shy of an hour’s 
entertainment.

The Jazz Café Band is a big 
draw on Arran and with good 
reason.

Their versatility and rhyth-
mic vitality with a wide range 
of jazz standards is aston-
ishing for a purely amateur 
group of musicians. 

In recent years, one of the 
band’s major ‘discoveries’ is 
cornet player Biff Simpson’s 
stunning singing: exuberantly 
exciting in Steamroller Blues 
and serenadingly silky smooth 
in I’ll Be Seeing You. 

‘When Biff puts a song over, 
you know you’ve been sung 

Arran’s Jazz Café band 
have released their first 
album, Just My Size.  

Arran’s jazz 
band triumph

to’, says the sleeve notes. 
The main instrumental 

features on clarinet (Alison 
Prince), trombone (John Gib-
son) and cornet (Biff Simp-
son) are slick, tastefully done 
and well managed, and it’s 
underpinned by some superb 
work by the ‘rhythm section’ 
of Tom Buchan (guitar) John 
Tilbury (electric bass) and 
Malcolm Kerr (drums).

The success of this CD 
has also been assured by the 
painstaking efforts of Jon 
Hollingworth, who recorded, 

mixed and produced it all. 
It’s wonderful to now have 

a permanent reminder of the 
band’s versatility and sheer 
entertainment value. 

This recording deserves to 

even more fans. 
It can be bought from se-

lected retail outlets, Arran 
Events website and members 
of the band and it’s worth 
every penny!

Visit www.arranevents.com 
for more information. 

Dave Payn

Youngsters from Shiskine primary School dancing the 
Gay Gordons. 01_b48dan01

Youngsters from all seven of 
the island’s primary schools 
had great fun at the 13th Ar-
ran primary ‘Dance Scot-
tish’ Festival on Tuesday in 
Whiting Bay Hall.

It was attended by over 
100 children from all across 
Arran.

Alastair Aitkenhead start-
ed the festival 13 years ago, 
with the vision being that all 
Arran Primary pupils learn 
and perform Scottish dance 
in a fun and enjoyable at-
mosphere.

Success
It has since grown in suc-

cess each year, and is now 
a highlight of the primary 
calendar.

Organiser Liz Kennedy 
opened the festival and in-
troduced young Iain Clarke 
to pipe in each of the 
school’s standard bearers.

Once all the children were 
-

onist for the day from the 
RSAMD Ian Muir, went 
straight into the Gay Gor-
dons.

There were a further 12 
dances, including a Cana-
dian Barn Dance, the Dash-
ing White Sergeant and the 
St Bernard’s Waltz.

Primary school youngsters
enjoy afternoon of dance 

ISLE OF ARRAN 
ANNUAL CAROL CONCERT

LAMLASH CHURCH
7.30 pm MONDAY 5th DECEMBER  

Come and join us for this concert 

of Carols and Songs leading into the 

Festive Season of Christmas.

Those taking part include:

Arran High School

The Rowan Singers

The Arran Brass Band

The Lochranza Choir

Ain’t Misbehaving

And Others

Plus Yourselves

Proceeds in aid of the CLIC Sargent Cancer Fund
Scottish Charity No SC015072

Whiting Bay Hall
SC024915

CHRISTMAS
MARKET
Saturday 10th 

December
11am – 2.30pm

Tables – 
Tel Sandy 700445

HOSPITAL
SUPPORTERS LEAGUE

The Christmas Fayre will be held on Sunday 
December 4th in Whiting Bay Hall from 2 – 4pm.
All the usual stalls, Tea/Coffee and mince pies 

included in entrance fee.
For table tops please phone Judy on 700245.  
Donations for home baking and tombola stalls 
gratefully accepted from 12 noon in the hall.

Come and enjoy the afternoon and support your 
hospital at the same time.

Friends of 
Lochranza Kirk

Christmas
Fayre

Sat 10th December
2pm – 4pm

Lochranza & Catacol Hall
Lots of stalls

and a delicious 
Lochranza tea!

Christmas at
Brodick Castle

Celebrate Christmas in style this year!

The National Trust for Scotland for Places of Historic Interest or Natural Beauty is a charity registered in Scotland, Charity Number SC 007410

Visit our website for more information and your chance to 

WIN £200 to spend in our online shop!
www.nts.org.uk/christmas

Join us at Brodick Castle for our Yuletide celebration!

£11 adult, £8 child, £27 family.

£5 per person.
0844 493 2152

Quiz Night
(Teams of 4)

in Kilmory Hall
on Saturday 3rd December at 8.00pm

Licensed
Phone 870345 if you wish to take part



www.arranbanner.co.uk THE ARRAN BANNER, Saturday, 3 December, 2011 13

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/arranbanner

This year’s Arran Youth Speaks 
team takes to the stage

Families on Arran could save 
more than £1,000 next year 
due to council tax being fro-
zen for another year. 

On Thursday 24 November, 
Minister for Local Govern-
ment and Planning Aileen 
Campbell MSP told the Scot-
tish Parliament: The average 
saving for a council tax band 
D dwelling over the current 
session of Parliament will be 
more than £1,136. 

‘The policy involves the 
Scottish National Party Gov-
ernment doing what it can 
with the powers that it has to 
protect hard-working fami-
lies.

‘Along with policies such as 
the abolition of prescription 
charges and the provision of 

Arran High School’s Rotary annual Youth Speaks competi-
tion was represented by Jessica Tetlow as Chairperson, Sarah 
Jenkins as the main speaker, Sophie Corbett as the Vote of 
thanks, and most importantly, Hannah Ross who had made 
the preparations as reserve.

The 2011/12 Arran Youth Speaks team, Jessica Tetlow, 
Sarah Jenkins, Sophie Corbett and Hannah Ross.     
b48spe01 

The many Rotarians and their guests, and James McEn-
ery, the English teacher, were thoroughly  entertained on the 
subject of National Obsessions as linked to the forthcoming 
Olympic games.

Rotarian Mairi Christie said: ‘We were all very proud of 

talk in front of an audience.
Encouraged

‘They were encouraged by attractive surroundings and a 
lovely meal. Efforts had been made and succeeded in dealing 
with allergies and other idiosyncracies produced by Rotarians 
and all enjoyed great food and a lovely welcoming evening.’

However, the highlight was the talks themselves.

The subject had been prepared by the pupils themselves and 
interesting and thorough research had been done. All individ-
ual team members seemed interested in what the rest of their 
team had to say.

Mairi added: ‘One or two wee tips were handed on by the 
old hands in Rotary, ie, to speak more slowly (we all know it’s 
good to get it over as soon as possible) and to speak as clearly 
as possible, remembering that some may never have heard 
your accent before – a couple of wee points to encourage a 
great team who, I’m sure will do us proud in the next round.

‘Well done, team and teacher, Mr McEnery. We are delight-
ed to send you forth as our representative in the next round of 
Rotary UK’s Competition.

Council tax freeze 
will save Arran 
families £1,000 

free tuition, the council tax 
freeze provides tangible help 
for real people’s lives, and it 
helps constituents of North 
Ayrshire.’

Arran’s MSP Kenneth Gib-
son has welcomed the details 
about the amount families 
will save through having their 
council frozen during this 
parliament.

Mr Gibson said: ‘At a time 
of rising prices and for most 
people, static wages, we are 
determined to help wherever 
possible.

‘The council tax freeze 
- fully funded by the SNP 
Government – is helping to 
relieve some of the strain at 

-
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Whiting Bay SWRI and
friends spent a very enjoyable
evening at Arran Aromatics
for their November meeting.

Mark, their guide, was very
informative and entertaining.
The factory area was much
larger than expected with its
mixture of up-to-date and
vintage machinery.

As part of his visit to the
Presbytery of Irvine and Kil-
marnock, the Right Reverend
David Arnott, Moderator of
the General Assembly of the
Church of Scotland, visited
Ayrshire Maternity Unit on
Tuesday 15 November.

time mums-to-be from Arran.
During his visit, Mr Arnott

and his wife, Rosemary, met
with staff and patients in the
labour suite, neonatal unit
and inpatient ward.

Mandy Yule, director of
Integrated Care and Partner
Services, said: ‘The Modera-
tor took time out of his busy
schedule to meet with staff,

work of the unit.

The Mhairi Hall Trio provided an entertaining evening 
in Brodick Hall.

Moderator visits Ayrshire
Maternity Unit

The Right Reverend David Arnott, centre, visited the Ayrshire Maternity Unit last 
Tuesday. 

‘In particular, he was inter-
ested to hear about the dif-
ferent options available to
pregnant women and new
mothers.

‘He was also interested
to hear about the work of
SANDS - the Stillbirth and
Neonatal Death Charity - in
the hospital.’

The Moderator also learned
more about the Staff Care
House at Crosshouse Hospi-
tal. NHS Ayrshire and Arran’s
Staff Care Service offers a
range of support services to
all staff.

The Staff Care House gives
staff somewhere to go if they
need to talk to someone, or
if they just need some quiet
time.

Reverend Judith Huggett,
Hospital Chaplain explained:
‘Working in a healthcare en-
vironment can sometimes be
stressful, with our staff often

-
ing situations.

‘The Moderator recognised
the importance of having
somewhere for staff to go for
advice and support, or just to
get away from the situation
for a time.

‘On behalf of the organisa-
tion, I would like to thank the
Moderator and his wife for
taking time out to meet with
our staff and patients, and to

of Staff Care and the Chap-
laincy Services in NHS Ayr-
shire & Arran.’

‘Working in healthcare can be stressful 
with staff facing difficult situations’

Mhairi Hall Trio were
‘wonderful to listen to’

The Music Society is to be
congratulated on their sagaci-
ty and ability in bringing such
a wide spectrum of perform-
ances to the island.

These allow us to hear many
varieties of music to help
stimulate our appetite for
ever widening horizons and
give us a greater appreciation
of the world of music.

And the Mhairi Hall Trio
did exactly that.

In a quite unique display of
technical and emotional bril-
liance their entire programme
was based on and around the
Lochaber area with traditional
and new pieces collected and
composed by Mhairi Hall.

She was ably assisted by
Fraser Stone on drums and
Michael Bryan on guitar to
such an extent that they were
as much together that they
were a complete unit – won-
derful to listen to!

Cairngorm Dance was a
lovely piece full of melodic
variety, as was Tullochgrue 

People and Places was a pot

pourri of the area and brought
to an end this concert in a

and entertaining night!
HR

Whiting Bay SWRI enjoy a
visit to Arran Aromatics

The amount of product that
could be produced in a day

-
ket for the company’s toilet-
ries and candles.

Delicious
A big thanks goes to the

ladies in the shop for the
delicious refreshments and
the chance to do some early

Christmas shopping at a most
generous discount.

The next meeting is on

the theme is Christmas.
The competition is for a

home-made tree decoration.
Please come along and join
in.

Monday to Friday 1pm to 9pm.

0800 328 9655

Living Life Guided Self-help is a free telephone service
for people who may be feeling low, depressed or anxious.

To make an appointment with a self-help 
coach or for further information call
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Last week Archie had 
a wet bottom, sitting 
in the sea on the 
beach at Sandbraes. 
First correct answers 
came from Fran 
in Troon, Alison in 
Perthshire and Brian 
and Rosie in Sowerby 
Bridge. This week 
he is on a grassy 
shore, but where is 
that headland behind 
him?

Archie?Where’s

If you think you know then post your answer on the website www.arranbanner.co.uk 
Or email us at: editor@arranbanner.co.uk

The Pillar Box
Sponsored by

The Pillar Box
Pet Food Suppliers, 

Fair Trade Gifts and Crafts
Shore Road, Whiting Bay
Tel: 01770 700205

The Arran Banner 20 years ago
Saturday, December 7, 1991

Veronica Sillars of Lamlash is a woman 
doing a ‘man’s job’. For two years now she 
has been one of the team of workers at 
the Marine Harvest Fish Farm.  b48twe05

New ferry – official 
CalMac have this week con-

new ferry.

speculation the Scottish Of-

plans.
We will have a new, bigger 

ferry, in service by autumn 
1993 and all we know is that 
it will be almost identical to 
the new MV Isle of Mull. 

Library shrinks

quite on schedule.
We previously reported that 

of next year but it now looks 
like mid summer before it 
will be completed.

-
cil on Monday a tender of 
£211,510 was accepted from 

library.

Pool re-opens

Douglas Bell, Tina Robertson and Luisa 
Wannop performed in ‘False Pretences’ 
as part of the high school’s Annual House 
Play competition. b48twe01

Arran Challenge Golf Tournament winners at their prizegiving las Saturday with 
Challenge champion Robbie Crawford.  b48twe02

Dancing the night away at Whiting Bay 
last Saturday were teenagers taking 
part in the ‘Nags Bags Dance Marathon’. 
b48twe03

George Grassie and Ewan Walls in 
‘Hallowe’en’, the winning play at the High 
School’s drama competition last week. 
b48twe04

at 7am this morning (Sat-
urday) with all its teething 
problems ironed out…at 
least that is what is hoped.

During the two weeks it 
has been closed much work 
has been done including 
new tiles in the changing 
rooms, and the pool being 
emptied and retiled.

At risk?

featured in The Banner two 
weeks ago is not expected to 
survive the winter.

Born on Holy Isle, owner 
Willie McConnell told us: 

Surprised we asked why.
Born too late, said Willie, 

when winter begins to bite 

and it will die.

Arran shop goes to 
Glasgow
Island Porcelain who make 
attractive ceramic birds in 
Kilmory have opened a shop 

in the prestigious Sauchiehall 
Street Centre in Glasgow for 
the Christmas season.

in the same chic outlet are 

Sweetie Kitchens. 

Man arrested

was arrested on Sunday 
morning trying to break in 
to the Old Pier Café in Lam-
lash.

arrived just as he was trying 
to kick the door.

Fight night

on Saturday night have re-
sulted in two arrests and 
two charges of breach of the 
peace.

is alleged to have hit a Corrie 
man on the head with a sharp 
metal bar.

In the second, a 50-year-old 
man allegedly attacked a 16-
year-old youth from Corrie.
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DRIVE TIMES

PUBLIC NOTICES
in association with Isle of Arran Brewery

Whats on
www.arranbrewery.com Tel: 01770 302353

EVERYDAY
Arran Brewery                                          Open Mon - Sat 10.am-4pm ,Closed Sunday 
Arran Brewery Tour 2pm
Trout Fly Fishing Loch Garbad,Bank
Brodick Castle, Gardens  open daily                                                                           9am - dusk

SATURDAY 3rd DECEMBER
Karate                Auchrannie Games Hall, 11.30am - 12.30pm
Family Games                            Auchrannie Games Hall 3pm - 4pm
Fun In The Pool                                 Auchrannie Spa Pool 4pm - 5pm
Over 21’s Disco                                                          The Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Arran Dancers (4 years and up)    Arran High School, 10am
Teddy Bears Picnic The Playbarn, Auchrannie, 2pm - 3pm
Kids Family Quiz The Playbarn, Auchrannie, 5pm - 6pm
RNLI shop open Lamlash Pier 10.30am - 12.30pm
High School Art Exhibition Bilslands - during opening hours
Christmas Fayre Corrie & Sannox Hall, 1pm - 5pm
Cllr Currie Surgery Brodick Library, 1pm - 2pm
Quiz Night                                                                                                       Kilmory Hall, 8pm
Alan Frew Live Music                                                                            Douglas Hotel from 9pm
Christmas Extravaganza in aid of Riding for Disabled         Arran High School 11.30am-3pm
Kildonan Craft Market                                                                     Village Hall, 11am - 3.30pm

SUNDAY 4th DECEMBER
Alcoholics Anonymous Church Hall, Brodick, 4.30pm
Live Music Folk / Rock / Blues   Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Family Games                                                                       Auchrannie Games Hall 3pm - 4pm
Fun In The Pool   4pm to 5pm Auchrannie Spa Pool
Teddy Bears Picnic The Playbarn, Auchrannie, 2pm - 3pm
Open Mic Session Eden Lodge, Whiting Bay, 2pm - 5pm

MONDAY 5th DECEMBER
Over 50’s Badminton Lochranza Village Hall 2pm - 4pm
Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Weight Wise Hospital Bungalow, 5pm - 5.30pm
Ladies Netball   High School Sports Hall  - Seniors 7.30pm - 9pm
Citizens Advice                                                               Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick,10am - 2pm
BreathWalk Class Kinneil, Lamlash 5.15pm
Table Tennis                                                                                                     Corrie Hall, 6.30pm
Hatha Yoga Arran High School, 6pm - 7.30pm
Lamlash Bridge Lamlash Golf Clubhouse, 7pm
Activity Time The Playbarn, Auchrannie 1pm - 2pm (toddlers) 5pm - 6pm (school kids)
Come Dance with Me  - LeRoc Modern Jive Whiting Bay Hall, 7.30pm
Scottish Country Dancing for Beginners and Improvers Corrie Hall, 2pm - 4pm
Yoga  High School, 6pm
Arran Junior Football   Ormidale Park, 6pm - 7.30pm
Circuit Training Auchrannie Spa Gym, 6pm - 7pm

TUESDAY 6th DECEMBER
Lochranza Swimming Club Kinloch 11am - 12pm 
Army Cadets Auchrannie Road, 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Pop Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Alcoholics Anonymous                                                                Brodick Church Hall -  2pm
Citizens Advice Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick,10am - 2pm
Youth Club                                                                             Kildonan Hall - 7pm - 8.30pm
Rotary Club Glencloy Suite, Auchrannie 7.15pm
Junior Hockey Club  - 8 yrs up Auchrannie Sports Hall, 6pm - 7pm
Melody Movement. Ballet Class - 2½ yrs up Auchrannie Dance Studio, 1.30pm
Dudes & Divas Funky Dance Class - 2½ yrs up Auchrannie Dance Studio, 2pm
Youth Club                                                                                  Brodick Hall, 6.30pm - 8pm
Scottish Country Dancing Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm
Winter Bowls Auchrannie Sports Hall, 7pm - 9pm
NFU AGM                                                                                                           Kinloch, 8pm

WEDNESDAY 7th DECEMBER
Hockey Auchrannie Hall, 7pm - 8pm Games Hall
Tae Kwondo KA Leisure, Kids 6.30 - 7.30pm. Adults 7.30 - 8.30pm 
Alcoholics Anonymous                                                Lamlash Church Hall -  7.30pm- 9pm
Arran Brass Rehearsal Whiting Bay Hall 7.15pm
Selt Making Class        
Senior Badminton High School Games Hall, 8pm - 9pm
Museum, Archives & Geneology Service             10.30am - 12.30pm and 1.30pm - 3.30pm
Yogalates  9.30am to 10.30am Auchrannie Studio
Live Coutry Music Ormidale Hotel, 9pm

Auchrannie Hotel Pool, 9.45am - 10.30am
Musical Mayhem Class Parents & Little Ones             Auchrannie Dance Studio, 10.45am
Kids Games The Playbarn, Auchrannie, 5pm - 6pm
Circuit Training Auchrannie Spa Games Hall 6pm - 7pm
Coffee Morning Lamlash Church Hall, 10.15am - 12pm 
Whiting Bay SWRI  Lesser Hall, 7.30pm

THURSDAY 8th DECEMBER
General Knowledge Quiz  Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Lochranza Craft Club    Hall, 2pm                     
Coffee Morning St Molios Church 10.30am - 12pm
Youth Club Youth Cabin, Lamlash 7-9pm
General Knowledge Quiz Kinloch Bar, 9pm
Brodick Embroidery Club Brodick Library, 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Brodick Bridge Club Brodick Golf Club, 7pm
The Wee Blether    Whiting Bay Hall, 11.45am - 1.30pm
Arran Music & Drama Rehearsals Brodick Hall, 7.30pm
Winter Bowls Auchrannie Sports Hall, 7pm - 9pm
Lunchbox Ormidale Pavilion, 12.30pm - 2.30pm

FRIDAY 9th DECEMBER
Quiz Whiting Bay Golf Club, 9pm
Aq                                                                Auchrannie Hotel Pool, 9.45am to 10.30am
Yogalates                                                                                Auchrannie Studio 10am - 11am
Rock Disco                                                   The Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Arran Youth Foundations                                                  Church Hall, Brodick, 7pm - 9pm
Kids Party Games The Playbarn, Auchrannie, 5 - 6pm
Senior Badminton                                                                      Auchrannie Sports Hall, 2pm
Arran Ceilidh Group   Corrie Hall. 8pm - 10pm
Elderly Forum Christmas Lunch                                                     Glencloy Suite, 12 noon

SATURDAY 10th DECEMBER
Friends of Lochranza Kirk Christmas Fayre Lochranza & Catacol Hall, 2pm - 4pm

To appear in What’s On telephone the Arran Banner 01770 302142
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PUBLIC NOTICES

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 

(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Applications listed below together with the plans and other documents may be 
examined at Corporate Services, Cunninghame House, Irvine*, between 9am - 
4.45pm weekdays (4.30pm Fridays) or at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk 
*and at The Council Offices, Lamlash.
Written representations may be made to the Solicitor to the Council (Corporate 
Services) at the above address or emailed to eplanning@north-ayrshire.gov.uk by 
23.12.11. Any representations received will be open to public view.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 

2008 REGULATION 20(1)
Format: Application No; Address; Proposed Development
11/00777/PP; Westfield, Blackwaterfoot, Brodick, Isle of Arran; Erection of sun 
room extension with decking area.
11/00773/PP; Site to East of MacKellars Wood, Pirnmill, Brodick, Isle of Arran; 
Construction of hydropower scheme including intake weir, buried penstock, turbine 
house with outfall, connection to the grid and new access from the public road.
11/00776/PP; Site to North of Doonhill, Harbour View, Blackwaterfoot, Brodick; 
Erection of 8 detached and 4 semi-detached dwelling houses and formation of 
associated access road.
11/00774/PP; Site to North East of Monyquil Farm, The String, Brodick, Isle 
of Arran; Construction of hydropower scheme including intake weir, buried 
penstock, turbine house with outfall and connection to the grid.

Elma Murray
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE

Arran Yacht 
Club

AGM
7.30pm

8th December
Ormidale Bar

Arran Access Trust

AGM
Tues 6th Dec

8pm at Ormidale 
Sports Pavilion

Speaker: Ali Hume 
from Mountain 
Rescue Team

Arran
Mountain Festival 

AGM
Mon 19th Dec 

7pm
Eilean Mor, Brodick

All welcome
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DECORATORS

Stevie’s Decor
Painting and 
Decorating

Interior and Exterior
Free Estimates

Tel: Stevie Newall 
01770 600168

Mobile 07901592922

TRADE CLASSIFIED
LOGS WOOD FUELS

CHIMNEY SWEEPING

PUBLIC NOTICESPROPERTY

BAGGED MANURE. Oakbank, 
Lamlash Donation to Arran RDA 
Tel 600752

FREE TO UPLIFT

PRIVATE CLASSIFIED

MAINTENANCE

PRINTERS

CLARKS TREE & 
GARDEN SERVICES
• Tree Felling & Pruning
 (all aspects of Tree Work)
• Gutter Clearing & Repairs
• Leaf Clearing
• Hedge Cutting
• Power Washing
• General Outside 
   Maintenance
• Garden Tidy

GARDEN SERVICES

Tel 870546
M 07919411832

PUBLIC NOTICES

VEGETABLES

DELL PRINTER V505, new, 

£25 Tel 600756

COMPUTING

WOODEN SLEDGE. metal run-
ners £30 Tel 810202

MISCELLANEOUS

BIKES, 4 adult, 1 child, £20 each 
Tel 700346

BICYCLES

CLERICAL SERVICES

98 ESCORT ESTATE 1 owner, 

and MOT. Great motor for £399 
Tel 810687

CARS UNDER £400

RECRUITMENT

Mobilel 07710454482

Mobile 07710454482

WANTED

VAUXHALL Corsa automatic 
W reg, low milage, taxed and 
mot’d, g.c.Tel 860726

FOR SALE
REID’S Leather sofa (cost £850) 
Comfortable, dark brown leath-
er, 2/3 seater, v.g.c. £275 Tel 
860463
GOOD Quality solid wood din-
ing/sitting room unit, 6 feet £80 
ono Tel 600620
PINE Cot, g.c. £10 Tel 700351
TOSHIBA 27 inch T.V. with Bush 

£50 ono. Tel 700407
HOTPOINT Dishwasher, g.w.o 
£30. Tel 600138

-
chine £25 Tel 700628

clays. Tel 700628 for further 
details
ROLAND SR/3S Electron-
ic 120 base accordion. Tel 
303894 for further details

FREELANCE 
ADMINISTRATION & 
CLERICAL SERVICES

Need help in 
getting your 
office work 
organised
ring Jackie 
on 601391 
or Email 

Jackieonarran@btinternet.com

Andrew Ross-Bain
Chimney Sweeping 

ALL AREAS 
COVERED FROM 

NORTH TO SOUTH

Tel 01770 870214
Mobile 07810820374
andyrossbain@live.co.uk

GET READY 
FOR SANTA

the
arran
team

ALL ASPECTS 
OF PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE
AND REPAIRS 
UNDERTAKEN
No job too small

Free Quotes Available
Tel: 303113

Email:
info@thearranteam.co.uk
www.thearranteam.co.ukCARTSIDE

DECORATORS
Ames Taping

Coving
New Build 

Painting
Est1980

M 07531 729 767

Potatoes For Sale
Top Quality

Maris Pipers, 
Kerrs Pink 

& Golden Wonder
Also Dirty Carrots 

etc. and salt herring
Delivery

Blackwaterfoot – Brodick
Minimum delivery 

6kg
Tel 820218

For Rent
BRAND NEW 3 BEDROOM COTTAGE

KILMORY
Available now, unfurnished

£475 pcm + bills
No smoking or pets

Tel 303971

An Initiative of Trust Housing Association
Isle of Arran Homes, Springbank, Brodick, Isle of Arran, KA27 8BE

Isle of Arran Homes provides quality rented shel-
tered housing for older people on Arran.

We are currently seeking applicants for our sheltered 
housing developments at MacKelvie Road in Lam-

lash and Glen Estate in Brodick.

• Are you over 60?

• Stressed by home maintenance or gardening 
worries?

• Worried by heating and hot water charges?

• Feeling lonely or isolated?

• Could sheltered housing offer you the safe and
secure environment you are looking for?

• We offer security, independence, companionship
and Co-ordinator support, in a well maintained,
centrally heated house.

• Heating and hot water charges included in the 
rent.

• Why not arrange to visit the sheltered housing
and see for yourself?

Please contact Mary Adams on 01770-600100, or  
Neil Wilkinson or Sheridan Waldon on 01770-303700,  

for further information.



          CHURCH NOTICES

ARRAN FREE CHURCH
OF SCOTLAND

Sunday 4 December
Shiskine, 11am

Sunday School in the Church Hall
(Church is between Machrie & 

Blackwaterfoot)
Brodick 7pm 

Dr Alan McPherson
All welcome

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

(in full communion with
 the Church of England)

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay.
Sunday 4 December

Holy Communion, 11am.
Revd Dr Hector Soga, Dollar. 

All welcome

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
(SCO15072)

Kilmory linked with Lamlash
“A faith to proclaim ~ a 

fellowship to share”
Sunday 4 December
Rev Gillean Maclean

Kilmory 10am
Lamlash 11.30am
In both churches

All welcome, including 
families; children’s area.

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF
SCOTLAND (continuing)

 Sunday 4 December
Morning Service   11am

Trust Housing Lounge,Glen 
Estate,Brodick

Evening Service 7pm
13 Glen Avenue,Brodick

Mr.G.Fraser
Prayer Meeting

Wednesday  7th    7pm
5 Glen Road

Rev D N Macleod
All welcome

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
North Arran: Brodick, 

Corrie, Lochranza, 
Pirnmill and Shiskine.

Independent but 
working together.

Minister
Rev Angus Adamson. 

Parish Asst 
Mrs Jean Hunter. 

Worship will be conducted in 
the above churches 

at the following times. to which 
all are invited - Families, young 

people and children welcome
Sunday 4 December

Brodick Church, 10.30am
Corrie Church, 12 pm

Lochranza/Pirnmill
10.15am at Pirnmill

Shiskine Church 12pm
 A service of worship will also 
be held in Montrose House at 

1.30pm.

WHITING BAY AND
KILDONAN CHURCH OF 

SCOTLAND
(SC014005)

Sunday 4 December
Worship for Advent will be con-

ducted by the Worship Group 
at 10.30am. Tea and coffee will 
be served in the Transept after 
the service. All most welcome. 
(There will be no service in Co-
oriedoon at 2.30pm or in Crai-
gielea at 3.15pm.) The Church 
Christmas Card, to be sent to 
all members, will be available 
to be signed, and all proceeds 
will go to Al Shurooq School 
for the Visually Handicapped 
in Beit Jala, near Bethlehem.                                                                                          

HOLY CROSS
 CATHOLIC CHURCH

Sunday Mass  11am

ARRAN BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday 4 December

Ormidale Pavilion
Brodick

11am – Morning Worship
including communion

Tea/Coffee after service
Home Fellowship Group meets

on Wednesdays at 7.30 pm.
For details Tel 860232

Everyone very welcome

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS (QUAKERS)

Sunday 4 December
11am

Bheinn Ard, N. Newton, 
Lochranza.

Enquiries to Tessa 830 622  
 All are welcome
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DRIVE TIMES

MEMORIAMS

Brodick Golf Club 
Sunday 27 November, Winter 
Cup. Only eight hardy soles 
played on a cold blustery 
day. 1 J McKean 34pts, 2 D 
McKinnie 31pts, 3 T Raeside 
30pts

There was only one two, 
from T Raeside. 

Fixtures: Sunday 4 De-
cember, AGA Winter 
League. There will also be a 
sweep at Brodick, open draws 
at 9am and 12pm. Sunday 11 
December, Brandon and Win-
ter Cup. 

Arran Golfers Association
Winter league, Duncan Tro-
phy second round, Whiting 
Bay Golf Club, Sunday 4 
December.  Draw: Whiting 
Bay v Brodick at 10am, Cor-
rie v Shiskine at 10.50am, 
Machrie Bay v Lamlash at 
11.50am. Could all Club Cap-
tains leave team sheets and 
results for Dougie to pick up 
from the clubhouse please.

Whiting Bay Golf Club 
Sunday 27 November, only 

to play in the Gents medal, 
CSS 63. 1 David Morrison 
(10)64, 2 Graeme Crichton 
(12)65, 3 John Dick (12)69.

Fixtures: Saturday 3 De-
cember, Mixed Fours at 
11am. Sunday 4 December, 
AGA Winter League at Whit-
ing Bay. First game at 10am, 
Whiting Bay v Brodick.

Shiskine Golf Club 
Sunday 27 November, the Jim 
Allison Trophy was played on 
a wet and windy Sunday with 
the team representing the Na-
tives captained by Gator Wild 
Man Kerr and the Missionar-
ies by Joe Ernest (Coatbridge 
Joe). At the end of the golf 
the teams were tied and so 
adjourned to the Kinloch to 
decide the winners by way 
of a shoot-out. After much 
discussion it was agreed that 
the deciding event should 
be a game of cricket played 
on the dartboard and that is 
when the Natives came into 
their own. With some very 
average bowling the Mis-
sionaries allowed the Natives 
to score over 600 runs before 
they declared and the pace of 
bowlers Morrison, Black and 
Crawford supported by the 
unorthodox leg-spin of Gator 
destroyed the Missionaries 
and dispatched them for a to-
tal of 211.

So to the victors the spoils 
and the Missionaries cer-

tainly were outwitted by the 
canny locals.

Corrie Golf Club
Monday 28 November, Mon-
day Cup from yellow tees, 
10 played. 1 S Beardsley 
67-4=63, 2 A McDonald 72-
8=64 BIH over L Hartley and 
A Smith. There was one mag-
ic two from D Crawford.

Fixtures: Saturday 3 De-
cember, Winter Cup from 
Medal tees at 8.30am and 
12noon. Sunday 4 Decem-
ber, AGA Winter League at 
Whiting Bay. Best of luck to 
the Corrie team. Monday 5 
December, Monday Cup at 
12noon.

Lamlash Golf Club 
Thursday 24 November, 15 
hole Medal. 1 Stuart Cree 61-
13=48, 2 Mark Wren 58-8=50. 
There were twos from Mark 

Wren and Billy O’Connor.
Sunday 27 November, Winter 
Stableford, 36 points to stabl-
eford. 1 Alan Winship 35pts, 
2 Todd Jameson 35 pts, 3 Ian 
Bremner 34pts. Best scratch 
Todd Jameson 71.
Fixtures: Sunday 4 Decem-

ber, Winter League Team 
Game at Whiting Bay, Lam-
lash v Machrie. Thursday 8 
December, 15 hole Medal - 
make up own groups. 

Machrie Bay Golf Club 
Tuesday 22 November, Winter 
Cup. 1 Denise Sherwood 65,
2 Brian Sherwood 67, 3 Ron 
Woods 71. Scratch Brian 
Sherwood 73. Twos Alastair
MacDonald.
Fixtures: Saturday 3 De-

cember, Lochranza Hotel 
Cup and Freebie Final tee-off 
12pm. Tuesday 6 December, 
Winter Cup 12pm tee-off. 

Photo: H Bannatyne

£1250 – Priced to sell…

1 years MOT
6 month TAX

110k miles – recent full service
Too many new parts to mention

Superb work horse in great condition

Contact
Mark/Russell 01770 

700308 / 602

PEUGEOT PARTNER 
HDI 52 PLATE 

£800

(99 model) Trail bike
Excellent runner, 

Tax & MOT till October 2012
Good condition for age, very economical

Electric start, new battery.
Set of full off-road tyres/wheels available

Telephone: 
01770 302646

HONDA XLR 
200R

£3395 o.n.o.

56reg, 
only 16,250 miles

First to view will buy.

Telephone: 
01770 700466

PEUGEOT 206 SW 
1.4 VERVE

£2500

SH03 LHW
48,873 miles

MOT till June 2012
Tax until March 2012

Telephone: 
01770 820278

FORD
FIESTA

£800 o.n.o.

1999
MOT and Taxed

Telephone: 
07826 469149

MERCEDES
SPRINTER 208D

MACKENZIE, James – 
died 28.11.2004
Treasured memories of a 
much loved son, brother and 
uncle.
Sadly missed by all of 
us. Love Mum, Donald, 
Elizabeth, John and families.

All family of the late Catherine 
(Kate) Murchie would like to 
thank all family and friends 
who attended her funeral.
We would like to thank all 
medical and nursing staff, 
David and Clair Hendry, and 
the Brodick Bar for their care 
and help.
All cards and calls of 
sympathy were greatly 
appreciated.

PERSONALS

www.facebook.com/arranbanner

Follow us on 
facebook

£750 o.n.o.

T Reg
3 door hatchback
1 year Mot and 

Insurance.
Telephone: 

01770 820239

PEUGEOT
106
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NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING

Recycled paper made 
up 75.5% of the 

raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004

Stewart and 
Gordon tee off 
at the golf shop

Blackwaterfoot bowlers 
celebrate season’s end 

The results of the match point tournament on Thursday 24 November were as follows: 
N/S 1 Tricia Martin and Douglas Hamilton; 2 Douglas Bruce and David Scobie; 3 Janie 
MacLure and Anne McKelvie.  E/W 1 Jean Barclay and Morag Gardner; 2 Eendy Mc-
Niven and Roddie Thompson; 3 John Dick and Mary Dick. 

Results for Monday 28 November were as follows: N/S 1 A Bilsland and T Martin 
+2,980; 2 J and J Beattie +1,220; 3 J and M Dick +670. E/W 1 E McNiven and L Paul 
+1,230; 2 H Boyd and J Murchie +290; 3 J Houston and M Gardner –90.

The team from the Drift 
Inn are topping the Arran 
Pool League after a 7-3 vic-
tory over the Kilmory team 
PT1934 last week.

PT have been relegated to 
third place with Whiting Bay 
Golf Club in second place af-
ter another 7-3 victory over 
Kildonan.

The other top teams, Bar 
Eden and Catacol, drew 5-5 
with PHT and Mac’s Bar.

The full results were as fol-

Brodick captain Iain MacDonald, shop manager Gor-
don Hendry and new shop owner Stewart Smith at the 
opening on Sunday.     02_b48golf01

Brodick Golf Shop has a new 
lease of life.

The business has been taken 
over by PGA professional 
Stewart Smith who has in-
stalled Gordon Hendry as 
shop manager.

Sunday, club captain Iain 
MacDonald welcomed guests 
from all island golf clubs and 
introduced Stewart who said: 
‘Unfortunately, our special 
guest, Ronan Rafferty, former 
Ryder Cup player and Euro-
pean tour number one, was 
unable to come today because 
of ferry disruptions – but he 
has promised to come in 
Spring and give some golf 
clinics.

‘I would thank Alastair Do-
bson in particular for asking 
me to look at golf on Arran 
and bringing together all the 
clubs in an online facility. 
Out of that came this great 
opportunity to take over the 
shop.

‘Gordon who will manage 
the shop knows the local peo-
ple and many visitors having 
worked at Brodick both on 
the course and in the bar, so 
between us we can anticipate 
the needs of members and 

visitors alike and meet their 
expectations.

‘The plan is to provide mem-
bers, their guests and visitors, 
both to Brodick and to Ar-
ran in general, with a great 
welcome and the best of golf 
equipment, accessories and 
clothing from quality brands. 
There will also be excellent 
rental equipment for visitors 
and coaching for gents, ladies 
and juniors. We are looking 
to improve the experience 
for all golfers who stay on or 
visit Arran and to grow the 
number of both.’

Stewart has worked in the 
golf business for 28 years. 
Having begun his career as a 
tour player, he also worked in 
England, Scandinavia and the 
United States. He has been 
club professional at Prestwick 
St Nicholas and run retail out-
lets that have since been sold 
to American Golf. 

Stewart has been Director of 
Golf at Southern Gailes (now 
Dundonald) and continues to 
consult to a number of busi-
nesses in Britain and Europe 
including the Roxburghe in 
Kelso, Elea in Cyprus and 
with VisitScotland and Visi-
tArran.

Brodick Golf Shop had been 
run by professional Peter Mc-
Calla from 1987 until earlier 
this year.

Blackwaterfoot Bowling club held its AGM and Celebration 
Dinner on November 23 at the Kinloch Hotel in Blackwater-
foot.

Steve Hope was elected captain taking over from John Rob-
inson with Peter Harper as his deputy, and the rest of the com-
mittee will remain the same.

It was decided to open the next season on Easter weekend 
(April 7) and everyone is looking forward to this. 

The company then moved on to an excellent dinner, fol-
lowed by the prize giving.

The photograph shows the recipients of the club trophies 
and three Arran Federation trophies.

Drift Inn leap to the top
lows: Bar Eden (G) 5 PHT 5, 
Drift 7 PT1934 3 (G), Mac’s 
Bar 5 Catacol 5 (G), Whiting 
Bay Golf Club 7 Kildonan 3 
(G).

This week (December 8) the 
last league games of the sea-
son will be played.

Bar Eden take on the Drift, 
PHT play PT1934, Whiting 
Bay Golf Club are up against 
Mac’s Bar and Kildonan play 
Catacol.

Arran Bridge results

www.brodickgolf.com Telephone 01770 302349

BRODICK
GOLF CLUB
CHRISTMAS CRACKERS

LYLE & SCOTT 
SWEATERS

BUY ONE AND GET 
SECOND ½ PRICE

A FREE PAIR OF 
SOCKS WITH ANY 
PAIR OF SHOES
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