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Arran is to have a new police sergeant by early 
next month.

Following the sudden departure of Arran’s 
former sergeant, Bob MacKay, on Monday 
3 September the island has been served by a 
series of relief sergeants. 

Last Thursday 15 November, local North 
Ayrshire Councillor John Bruce, chair of 
the Committee, told the Banner: ‘I learned 
today at the Ardrossan, Arran, Saltcoats and 
Stevenston Area Committee meeting (in Cun-
ninghame House) that Sergeant Allen Dodds 
from ‘G’Division (Govan) has been appointed 
as the new sergeant for Arran.’ 

A Strathclyde Police spokesperson added: 

A Whiting Bay couple were 
almost the victims of one of 
the most sophisticated scams 
to hit the island.

Julie and Mal Barker have 
been running Viewbank Guest-
house for nine years and have 
built up a successful business. 
Now they are warning Arran 
businesses of this new threat.

Last Tuesday Julie received 
a phone call. ‘The man was 
articulate and well rehearsed,’ 
said Julie. ‘He told me that we 
had not paid for an entry in an 
online business directory from 
October 2010.

Forceful
‘He knew my name and all 

about us. I am not at all gul-
lible, but he was most forceful 
and it all sounded so plausible. 
We do have a business listing 
with Google and you begin 
to doubt yourself. He insisted 
that unless I paid an outstand-
ing amount of £4,600 imme-
diately the bailiffs would be 
round in half an hour. 

‘Then he said to get any 
guests out of the house be-
cause it would be embarrass-

Scam ‘bailiffs’ threaten
Whiting Bay
business
couple

Julie and Mal Barker in Viewbank Guesthouse.     02_b47view01

New police sergeant will take 
up his appointment next month

‘Following a competitive interview process 
Sergeant Allen Dodds has been appointed as 
the new Sergeant for the Isle of Arran.

Looking forward
‘Sergeant Dodds has over 15 years service 

with Strathclyde Police and he is very much 
looking forward to taking up his new post 
in early December and becoming part of the 
Arran community.’

The Arran police team consists of one ser-

from May to September.
Sergeant MacKay had been a serving police 

ing for us when the bailiffs 
turned up.’

Husband Mal was away 
on family business but Julie 
phoned him immediately, then 
she dialled 999. ‘PC Alex 
Ulivi was here in 15 minutes,’ 
she said. ‘He told me it was 
almost certainly a hoax, but 
to lock all the doors.’

Sheila Gilmore, executive 
director of VisitArran emailed 
all Arran members straight 
away. She said: ‘It all sounds 
very plausible as they leave 
you a contact number relating 
to your ‘bad debt’. They also 
maintain they have telephone 
transcripts of your agreement 
and are on the way to collect 
goods unless you pay up.’

This same scam has already 
caught out a guesthouse owner 
in Largs who coughed up 
£17,000.

A spokesperson for North 
Ayrshire Council Trading Stan-
dards said: ‘We are investigat-

ing a telephone scam which 
has targeted guesthouses and 
bed and breakfast accommo-
dation across North Ayrshire. 
‘The caller claims to be a 
bailiff representing a business 
publication based in the North 
West of England.

Payments
‘The caller demands pay-

ment for an advert that was 
never taken out and claims 
bailiffs are on their way to 
collect the money or to take 
goods of the equivalent value. 
‘One guesthouse owner in 
Largs ended up making four 
separate payments totalling 
£17,000 to this ‘company’. 

‘Those targeted who did not 
make this payment still had 
to endure a threatening and 
aggressive phone call which 
left them fearing for their own 
safety and security. 

‘We would ask anyone who 
receives a phone call of this 
kind to contact North Ayrshire 
Trading Standards on 01294 
324950 or email tradingstan-
dards@north-ayrshire.gov.
uk.’

‘It all sounds very plausible’
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The Auchrannie Resort is cel-
ebrating yet again this week
after picking up a top award

awards, ‘The Thistles’.
 The awards, organised by
Visit Scotland are designed
to discover and celebrate ex-
cellence within the Scottish
tourism industry – recognis-
ing those businesses that rep-
resent the very best in their

 Linda Johnston, group di-
rector of Auchrannie col-
lected the ‘tourism entrepre-
neur award’ in recognition of
the outstanding contribution
to tourism on Arran that the
Auchrannie team together
with herself, Iain Johnston
and Ronnie Mann (devel-

-
tor) have made over the last
24 years and in more recent
years the role that Richard
Small (general manager) has
played as a key innovator.

Dynamic Business
 Judges were looking for
a dynamic business with
a track record in creating
new products and services
and harnessing an under-
standing of their customers

Poppy collection 
raises valuable 
funds
The Scottish Poppy Appeal
in Brodick raised the incred-
ible sum of £1,721.46 for the
year 2012.

Jill Bunyan, poppy coor-
dinator for Brodick said:
‘Many thanks to everyone
that went door to door or
displayed a poppy tin for me
this year.

the tins and made this total
possible.’

The Poppy Appeal collec-
tion in Whiting Bay raised
the sum of £406.37.

The Poppy Scotland Appeal
in Lamlash raised a total of
£605.80. Many thanks to all
who contributed.

Karen Ward, Jess Taylor and Helen Hird baked cup 
cakes and organised some fun activities for customers

Help for painful 
conditions
The Crohn’s and Colitis Ayr-
shire and Arran Group was
set up recently to provide in-
formation and support to
people in the region living
with the conditions.

They will be organising a
rolling programme of meet-
ings throughout Ayrshire
and Arran to try to enable
as many people as possible
to access a meeting relatively
close to them - since travel-
ling can be very problemat-
ic for people with IBD.

be held in Kilmarnock
on Thursday 6 December
from 7pm to 9pm at The
Gateway Centre.

The discussion will be on
Nutrition, but the Specialist
Nurse will also be on hand
to meet people and answer
questions.

Auchrannie triumph at 
national Thistle Awards

Linda Johnston, group director of Auchrannie (centre) with Kari Coghill of Historic 
Scotland and the BBC’s Catriona Shearer. b47auc01NO

to develop a truly exciting
and innovative enterprise
Hundreds of guests, from
every corner of Scotland’s
tourism industry, along with
Visit Scotland chairman Dr
Michael Cantlay and minis-
ter for tourism Fergus Ewing
attended the black tie event
hosted by BBC news pre-
senter Catriona Shearer in
the spectacular setting of the
Kelvingrove Art Gallery in
Glasgow.

Crowned
 Auchrannie were originally
crowned winners of their re-
gional heat back in May and
were up against the winners
from three other regions in

 Linda Johnston said: ‘To be
a national Thistle Award win-
ner is a great achievement
from a personal point of view
and it is great recognition for
the hard work the whole team
have put in since we opened
Auchrannie back in 1988.

‘Every member of the
team both past and present
should be proud of the con-
tribution they have made to-
wards winning this award.’
This is Auchrannie’s second
Thistle Award, having previ-
ously won the ‘Scotland Year
Round’ award back in 2004.
It also adds to Auchrannie’s
every growing list of acco-
lades and is one of 10 major
awards already won in 2012.

‘Every member of the team both 
past and present should be proud 
of the contribution they have
made towards winning this award’

Staff at the Royal Bank of
Scotland in Brodick dressed
in spots and decorated the
branch on Friday to raise
money for Children in Need.  

Karen Ward, Jess Taylor and
Helen Hird baked cup cakes
and organised some fun ac-
tivities for customers.

In total they raised £113
for the national event, which
aims to help children in need
all over the world.

The guess how many sweet-
ies in the jar was won by

Royal Bank staff raise money
for Children in Need

Darci Bunyan of Brodick and
an unknown person gave the

bank a generous donation to
take Yoshi home.
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Mainland Taxis
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01294 463556
Glasgow City Centre £40

Glasgow Airport £30

Prestwick Airport £23

Irvine Central Hospital £14

Crosshouse Hospital £20

Ayr Hospital £30

Troon Harbour £21

Kilmarnock £22

Ayr £27
For other quotes just ask!
Friendly Reliable Service
www.mainland-taxis.co.uk
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ACCESSIBLE VEHICLE 
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The next meeting of Arran Community Council will be on Tues-
day 27 November in the Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick at 7.30pm
The agenda will include further discussion on the ferry and 
updates on various issues.

All Arran folk are welcome and contributions can be made 
through the chair, John Inglis.

Agreement has been reached 
to reinstate the public toilets 
in Corrie.

The old toilets on Corrie pier 
were demolished in May this 
year following storm damage 
that had rendered them be-
yond economic repair. 

Unfortunately, North Ayr-
shire Council’s insurance 
provision does not cover the 
rebuilding of replacement fa-
cilities.

At a meeting of the Ardros-
san, Arran, Saltcoats and Ste-
venston Area Committee last 
Thursday 15 November it 
was decided to approve a pre-
fabricated building similar to 
that at Sannox at an estimated 
cost of £16,000. 

It will be re-sited about 300 
to 400 yards away from the 
former toilets.

Operation of the facilities 
would be met from within the 
existing revenue budget for 
the operation of public con-
veniences.

Subject to securing budget-
ary provision, it is anticipated 
that new toilets can be in place 
by the summer of 2013.

An NAC spokesman said: 
‘A bid for capital funding 
now requires to be made dur-
ing the budget process.’

The nearest public toilets to 
Corrie at the moment are 1.8 
miles away at Sannox. Other 
Arran public conveniences 
are located at Lochranza, 
Blackwaterfoot, Whiting Bay, 
Lamlash and Brodick.

As the UK government comes 
under increasing pressure 
to postpone the 3p increase 
on petrol prices, an Arran 
resident has written to David 
Cameron and Alex Salmond 
to ask them to investigate fuel 
prices on the island.

Log supplier Frazer 
Barr from Brodick says 
the 5p concession on fuel 
extended to Scottish islands 
has been swallowed up by 
price increases and accused 

His letter comes as a new 
economic study says the high 
cost of fuel in rural areas is 

may even be pricing people 
out of employment.

In his letter to the Prime 

An Arran adventurer is pre-
paring for an epic rowing 
challenge that will hopefully 
raise more than £15,000 for 
Ayrshire Hospice.

In January Calum McNicol 
from Brodick will be 
attempting to break the World 
Record for rowing across the 
North Atlantic Ocean. 

The trip will see him set 
off from Puerto Mogan on 
Gran Canaria and arrive in 
Port St Charles on Barbados, 
covering 3,000 miles of open 
ocean during the mission.

During the expedition 
Calum will be attempting to 
break four world records - the 
fastest crossing of the North 
Atlantic Ocean in a rowing 

crossing of the North Atlantic 
Ocean in a rowing boat; the 
greatest distance covered in 
24hrs in a rowing boat and 
the most consecutive days 
rowing over 100 nautical 
miles a day.

Calum said: ‘More 
importantly, I will also be 
attempting to raise £15,000 
for the charity, The Ayrshire 

Replacement
public toilets    
planned
for Corrie

Community council meeting

Minister, Frazer said: ‘At 
present a litre of petrol costs 
us at one retailer 151.9p. 

‘We believe this to be 

ferry trip away at Asda 
Ardrossan it is, at our last 
check 131.7p. 

‘Recently the government 
announced a 5p concession 
on fuel prices for Scottish 
islands.

‘A short time after, we 
were back to square one with 
regards to prices and the 5p 
concession disappeared due 
to a price increase.’

He added: ‘I, as an islander 
born and bred, do not 
believe to bring fuel from 
Grangemouth costs over 20p 
per litre to bring it 12 miles on 

Calum McNicol of Brodick will be attempting to break the World Record for rowing 
across the North Atlantic Ocean. 

Brodick man attempts world 
record Transatlantic row

Hospice. This is a charity my 

her untimely death in 1997 
aged just 51 and 100 percent 
of charitable donations will 
be given to The Ayrshire 
Hospice.’ 

Within the ocean-rowing 
world there is a race to be the 

Atlantic Ocean in less than 
30 days.

Calum said: ‘We are not the 
only rowing boat attempting 
to cross the North Atlantic in 
2013 and there is a real feeling 

across in sub-30 days. ‘At 
least 6 other boats and crew 
will set off in January but we 

preparations that we shall 
succeed in our adventure and 
gain this long-standing world 
record.’

Follow Calum’s progress 
in the pages of The Arran 
Banner and leave messages 
of support and donate 
to his chosen charity 
through the web site www.
calummcnicolatlanticrow.
com.

Call for island fuel price probe 
the ferry and was wondering 
if you would be willing to 
investigate.’

The request to investigate 
fuel prices on Scottish islands 
comes as the UK government 
faces pressure to postpone a 
3p per litre rise in duty that is 
scheduled for January.

Richard Welling, head of 
transport for the Institute of 
Economic Affairs, said the 
cost of petrol was inhibiting 
economic growth and making 
it uneconomic for people to 
travel to low paying jobs.

He said the situation was 
particularly serious in the 
Scottish Highlands and 
Islands where distances were 
greater and fuel costs often 
higher than elsewhere.

Calum hopes to raise      
£15,000 for hospice

Banner          
newsdesk
01770
302142
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FURNITURE SALE

Arran’s 2012 Christingle service

Christmas has come early for 
Scotwest’s North Ayrshire 
members as they get ready to 
share the credit union’s record 
million pound payout from its 
Christmas Savings Account.

Scotwest member Paul Mc-
Garrie of Lamlash has been 
managing his Christmas sav-
ings with the credit union 
since 2011. 

He said: ‘Christmas is such 
a stressful time of the year, 
what with family, friends, 
parties and presents.

‘Every year it seems like we 
spend more and more. Scot-
west’s Christmas Account is 
a great way to spread the cost 
of Christmas throughout the 
year to avoid starting January 
with massive bills. 

‘Each month I pay a little 
into the account. It is amazing 

Machrie residents given

Windfall for 
Arran Scotwest
members

how it quickly adds up come 
November, when I receive my 
payout in time to cover the 
cost of Christmas. This year, I 
was saving for the Christmas 
dinner and presents...now all I 
have to do is face the crowds 
to get shopping!’

The record sum, of nearly 
£1,100,000, is the biggest 
payout since the popular 
Christmas Savings Account 

-
stone for Scotwest.

The popular account runs 
from the middle of November 
each year, with savings paid 
out the following November 
in time to cover the additional 
costs and pressures the fes-
tive period brings. Members 

which is added prior to pay-

out each year.   
The massive amount saved 

highlights an increased 
awareness of the need to plan 

members throughout the West 
of Scotland are now using the 

from North Ayrshire, who be-
tween them have saved over 
£50,000.

Commenting on the record 
payment, Rod Ashley, chief 
executive of Scotwest said: 
‘Each November, our mem-
bers have their Christmas 
savings paid directly into 
their bank accounts, leaving 
them able to enjoy the fes-
tive period without having to 
worry about how they are go-
ing to pay for it, or dreading 

January.’

First Responders Gemma Blythe and John Graham 
demonstrate how to use a defibrillator. 01_b47def02

Fiona Laing, coordinator of the Arran Defib Project demonstrates its use with the 
help of First Responders John Graham and Gemma Blythe. 01_b47def01

The residents of Machrie 
were given important guid-
ance on the operation of the 

-

night.

Project run by Fiona Laing, 
the island now has three of 
these important life saving 
devices at Kildonan Village 
Hall, Lochranza Distillery, 
Pirnmill Shop and Machrie 
Bay Village Hall.

series of demonstration eve-
nings designed to help people 

-
brillator. 

Fiona said: ‘Tonight is a 
chance for you to see how a 

can be used to save a life.
‘It is important for you all 

to know how the equipment 
works and what to do with 
it when someone goes into 

cardiac arrest. This whole 
project is about buying time, 
time that can be the differ-
ence between life and death.’ 

The cabinet at Machrie is 
situated on the back of the 
hall at the southern end, next 

Christingles.    

This year’s Arran Chris-
tingle Service is an Arran 
Churches Together event.

A Christingle candlelit cel-
ebration service is a great op-
portunity for children to start 

celebrating Christmas.
The big stores on the High 

Streets have had their Christ-
mas displays out for quite a 
while already. So now it’s the 
turn of Arran children to get 
into the Christmas spirit.

This year’s Christingle serv-
ice is next Thursday 29 No-
vember in Brodick Village 
Hall.  Christingle making 
starts at half past six and the 

are no age limits.
Tom Hutchison of Rowan-

lea said: ‘How do you make 

– and perhaps it’s the best 

it’s fun!
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Lamlash Co-op, where Donald McKelvie ran his grocery business.      02_b47pot02

Arran salmon 
goes east for
Christmas
Locally farmed salmon is 
now being sold in China’s 
leading supermarket chain, 
Ole, as more opportunities 
open up for quality Scottish 
salmon overseas. 

Fresh salmon farmed by 
The Scottish Salmon Com-
pany (SSC) on Arran and 
processed at the company’s 
Cairndow factory was 
shipped to Shanghai earlier 
this month with exports 
to the East Asian market 
expected to develop over 
the coming months.

Over the next few weeks, 
SSC’s 165 staff across Ar-
gyll and Bute will prepare 

than 150 trucks for export 
and domestic customers.

Shona Anderson, quality 
manager at SSC Cairndow, 
is delighted. 

She said: ‘We are ex-
tremely proud of the quality 
of our Scottish salmon and 

China’s equivalent to a 
Waitrose as well as on to 
the plates of discerning 
American customers is very 
satisfying.

‘Getting the quality right 
is paramount and our salm-
on is highly nutritious, tasty 
and farmed sustainably.

A blue plaque is to be erected 
outside Lamlash Co-op to 
commemorate the life and 
contribution of Donald McK-
elvie OBE. This will be the 

of its kind on the island.
Donald (1867- 1947) was 

McKelvie’s Arran Banner potatoes, grown in Pitcairn 
Green, Perthshire.  

Plaque to be erected for Arran
potato pioneer
Civic Trust and Lamlash Co-op plan to 
honour the life of Donald McKelvie OBE

born on Arran and trained 
as an accountant in Glasgow 
before returning to the island 
in 1894 to take over the run-
ning of the family bakery and 
grocery business trading as D 
McNeish and Son. 

The business had been es-

tablished by his grandparents 
Daniel McNeish and Jessie 
Nicol. This bakery, grocery 
and dairy occupied the present 
Lamlash Co-op building. 

Donald lived in Claveron 
in Lamlash, and spent a large 
amount of his time in green-
houses in his garden there, 
starting in 1907 to raise a 
series of ‘Arran Potatoes’ by 
natural selection. 

now built on for the High 
School and housing opposite 
the stone barn. Twenty-one 
different varieties in all were 
cross-bred, eight of which 
won Lord Derby gold medals 
including for Arran Pilot and 
Arran Banner. 

Others that became well 
known were Arran Victory (a 
heavy cropper), Arran Chief 
and Arran Cairn. It was from 
Arran Cairn, another gold 
medal winner, that Maris Pip-
er was developed. 

He was awarded the OBE 
for services to agriculture as 
the pioneer breeder of ‘Ar-
ran’ varieties of potatoes, 
which were resistant to wart 
disease.

Donald was also renowned 
for the breeding of Highland 
Ponies, one of the three na-
tive breeds of the Scottish  
Highlands and Islands; the 
others are the Shetland pony 
and the Eriskay pony. 

 In the earliest period of 
development of the domesti-
cated breed, there were two 

types: the small and light 
pony of the Western Isles, and 
the larger and heavier main-
land-bred type. The larger an-
imals were commonly called 
garrons, and it was these that 
Donald bred highly success-
fully. 

The blue plaque will be a 
cast aluminium plate with 

in hard, baked long lasting 
enamelled paint.

The Lamlash Co-op is kind-
ly funding the plaque from 
its community fund. These 

plaques can be found on 
buildings throughout the UK, 
commemorating people and/
or events from the past. 

It is hoped the plaque will 
be unveiled in the Spring to 
coincide with a small exhibi-
tion on Donald McKelvie’s 
life and interests.

Lamlash Co-op manager Hi-
lary Crawford said: ‘We plan 
to put the plaque on the wall 
to the right of the front win-
dow. And I’m pleased to say 
that we always have Maris 
Piper potatoes in stock!’
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Got a story for 
The Arran 
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on 01770 302142
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Co.  
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FREE
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£25

Read the paper before it 
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Arran Bee 
Group to
import new 
strain of bees

Island MSP Kenneth Gibson 
is encouraging constituents 
to make use of the Scottish 
Government’s Home Energy 
Hotline.

His call comes after a new 
survey found that almost 
80percent of Scots are con-
cerned about the cost of 
their energy bills this winter. 
And, while many Scots use 
or would be interested in us-
ing loft (45percent) or wall 
(32percent) insulation to help 
make their homes warmer, 
only 29percent have claimed 
the free home insulation they 
are eligible for.

Kenneth Gibson said: ‘I 
strongly encourage anyone 
concerned about their heat-
ing bills and keeping warm 
this winter to take advantage 
of this.

‘Everyone can get help. The 
Scottish Government’s Hot-
line is a one-stop-shop for en-
ergy advice and support.

‘One call is all it takes for 

Ring to book 
your place for 
Lunch Club
The Monday Lunch Clubs 
at the sheltered housing in 
Lamlash and Brodick have 
proved so popular that the 
organisers are now asking 
diners to telephone and book 
their place in advance.

Started over a month ago 
and run jointly by volunteers, 
the Salvation Army and Isle 
of Arran Homes, the lunch 
dates alternate between Glen 
Estate in Brodick and McK-
elvie Road sheltered housing 
in Lamlash and are aimed at 
non-residents as well as resi-
dents of sheltered housing. 
The charge for two courses 
is £4 and the only proviso is 
that they are over 65.

Now Lexi Andrade of the 
Salvation Army says that 
they don’t want to turn peo-
ple away, but have become 
so popular that a telephone 
call is being asked for. 

Diners are asked to phone 
Mary at 600100 or Ann at 
302716 by Friday to book 
their place for the following 
Monday. 

The club meets at 12noon 
at McKelvie Road next Mon-
day 26 November.

Arran
Parkinson’s 
group formed
Arran’s residents living with 
Parkinson’s have formed a 
new support group for people 
living with the condition.

The group would like to 
invite anyone affected by 
Parkinson’s to join them for 
a Christmas lunch at Coast in 
Whiting Bay on Tuesday 4 
December.

Tickets are £15 and can be 
booked by contacting Les 
McLeod on 700559.

Wednesday of every month 
and the next meeting will be 
on Wednesday 7 February at 
2pm in Lamlash Fire Station. 

Anyone interested can con-
tact Gina Allen on 0844 225 
3725 or gallen@parkinsons.
org.uk

A honeybee.  

Dave Tapson with one of his hives at Spion Kop. 
 02_b47bee02

The Arran Bee Group held a 
meeting at the Rangers Centre 
at Brodick Castle on Thurs-
day 15 November at 7pm. 

Once again there was an ex-
cellent turn out of members. 

It was decided to purchase 
11 nuclei of Scottish-bred 
bees, which will help in im-
proving the genetic stock on 
Arran.

These bees will be spread 
over the island from Lochran-
za to Kildonan. 

Willie McNish of Kildonan 
explained: ‘A nuclei of bees 
could be classed as a starter 
pack.

‘It consists of approxi-

including a queen which is 
placed in a hive in the spring, 
which hopefully will thrive 
under the right conditions 
and raise young bees (brood), 
increasing the colony. In time 

bees to allow a second hive to 
be created and so on. 

‘The bees would be supplied 
treated for the varroa disease 

and it would be helpful if eve-
ryone keeping bees on Arran 
would get in touch with the 
group to allow us to formu-
late a varroa strategy which 
would assist in reducing the 
incidence of this pest. 

‘Any member not at the 
meeting, who has not yet 
committed to taking bees as 
part of this project should get 
in touch as soon as possible to 

for nuclei.’

It is hoped that with the in-
troduction of a new strain of 
bees the environmental im-
pact on the natural habitat 
may encourage funding from 
environmental groups.

The next Bee Group meet-
ing is planned for the third 
Thursday in January at 7pm 
in the Rangers Centre.

Please contact Willie Mc-
Nish or Robert Cumming for 
more information. 

MSP urges islanders 
to use the hotline 
and keep warm

are eligible for. Advisors can 
provide details of free offers, 
discounts and other support 
available to help everyone 
have a warmer, affordable 

home this winter.
‘This survey found nearly 

two thirds of Scottish homes 
that have lofts don’t have 
enough insulation. With the 
cold months upon us, con-
stituents can ensure a warmer 
home that costs less to heat.

‘I urge anyone who has not 
looked at loft or cavity wall 
insulation, or those looking 
to replace their old and inef-

Hotline as soon as possible to 
-

fers available. 
‘Please contact the hotline 

and keep warm.’
The Scottish Government’s 

Home Energy Scotland Hot-
line (0800 512 012) is free to 
call.
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Santa is already
on his way!

Arran Scout power 
plant 450 trees
To celebrate The Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee, the charity 
Roots of Arran Community 
Woodland was able to plant 
450 new trees last Sunday.

With the help of the island’s 
two Scout packs, light work 
was made of planting the 
450 trees along the newly 
constructed paths on the site 
adjacent to the Lag a Bheith 
pathway south of Brodick.

Volunteers
Over 40 volunteers assem-

bled at the Cnoc na Dail car 
park at 10.30am on Sunday, 
armed with stout boots, wa-
terproofs and a packed lunch. 

Fiona Kerr, Scout Leader of 
Shiskine Scouts, and Roots 
of Arran Committee mem-

Some of the young volunteer tree-planters on Brodick Hill last Sunday.    

ber had applied for the trees 
earlier in the year from the 
Woodland Trust. 

The varieties sent included 
hazel, blackthorn, crab apple, 
elder, dog rose, hawthorn, 
holly, dogwood and two oak 
saplings from one of the 
Queen’s estates to celebrate 
the Diamond Jubilee. 

Each tree is protected with 
a plastic tree-guard and cane 
to hold it in place which will 
hopefully enable the trees to 
take root successfully. 

This was part of a project to 
plant six million trees across 
the UK to help preserve the 
natural environment. 

Roots of Arran Commu-
nity Woodland was formed 

in 2002 and volunteers meet 
on a regular basis to carry out 
conservation work such as 
pathway creation and main-
tenance, tree planting and 
rhody clearance on the 30-
hectare site on Brodick Hill. 

Seven years ago, this was a 
site of forestry clear-fell with 
no trees. 

Transform
Over the years thousands of 

trees have been planted and 
the woodland is beginning 
to transform from an area of 
ugly dereliction with little 
wildlife value to a thriving 

fauna. Roots of Arran com-
mittee would like to thank the 
40 plus volunteers who took 

part, Andy Walker of the For-
estry Commission who trans-
ported the trees to the site and 
resident artist Mike Bailey, 
who lugged equipment down 
to the site in his trusty wheel-
barrow. 

Memory
Commemorative trees may 

be planted on the site in 
memory of a loved one or to 
celebrate a wedding or birth 
for £20 each. 

Please go to the charity’s 
website to make a request 
through the enquiry button. 

The next volunteer day 
will be on Sunday 9 Decem-
ber, details of which may be 
found on the website: www.
rootsofarranwoodland.org.uk

Santa is on his way.
Yes, for Arran youngsters 

and adults, Christmas is com-
ing a little early. 

With so many houses to 
visit, Father Christmas has to 
start somewhere, and this year 
he will be landing in Lamlash 
on his sleigh with Rudolph 
leading Dasher, Dancer and 
Prancer at the start of Arran’s 
2012 Santa’s Sparkle celebra-
tions this Saturday.

Touchdown is expected to 
be around 3pm unless there 
are adverse weather condi-
tions.

This will be one of the high-
lights of a full Christmas 
weekend in the build-up to 
the festive season.

Among the other attractions 
will be multiple music per-
formances, a larger than ever 
Christmas market with more 

stalls than ever and great food 
and drink to sample over two 
days.

Activities will centre around 
Lamlash front green and the 
Glenisle Hotel.

Switch on 
At 5pm on Saturday, Lam-

lash Heather Queen Louise 
Shankland will switch on the 
lights for the village Christ-
mas tree opposite Jimmy 
Gordon’s, followed by a 

and lighting of the Glenisle 
Christmas tree at 6pm.

On Sunday, there will be 
more entertainment from 
12noon, with another visit 
from Santa at 1pm.

Geoffrey Dallamore of 
Glenisle Hotel said: ‘We’re 
keeping an eye on the weath-
er and hoping for the best this 
year.’ 

• Do you have a story for
The Arran Banner?
Call our reporters on                 

01770 302142

Great Christmas gifts, teas & coffee, 
Christmas pies and soup

Christmas Market
Whiting Bay Hall

Saturday 1st 
December

 11am – 2pm



press policy
WE AT The Arran Banner do our utmost to make sure that all our reports 
are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on occasion, mistakes 
can occur in the hectic process of producing a local newspaper.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in print. 
The 

Arran Banner, Brodick, Arran giving your day-time telephone number 
where possible. 

This statement of policy will appear on this page every week along with 

The Arran Banner adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s Code 
of Conduct.  The views expressed in The Arran Banner are not necessarily 
those of the The Oban Times Group.

your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 
words in length for publication on this page. The 
editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses 
must be supplied, including on e-mails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime telephone number is also 
required for verification. Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact telephone number will not 
be printed. Please write or fax to: Letters Page, The 
Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran. 
E-mail editor@arranbanner.co.uk

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Arran
Deliveries
Glasgow Depot
Arran Deliveries
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow G14 OHB

Arran Deliveries
The Parcel Point
Harbour Road, 
Ardrossan
North Ayrshire 
KA22 8BZ

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
Daily collection throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and surrounding districts

Tel: 01475 676 255
Fax: 01294 469 492

Open Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm
Accepting goods destined 
for the island

We deliver the goods
not excuses
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‘The prophet of the Most High will go on before the Lord 
to prepare the way for Him, and to give His people the 
knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of their 
sins.’ (Luke 1: 76-77)

Not a word, not a 
smile
Sir,
Having visited the island last 
week and picking up a copy of 
the Arran Banner, I couldn’t 
help thinking there were a 
few astounding stories. 

In particular, a letter from 
David Phillips, of Quorn, 
(Saturday 3 November) in 
which he states that, on tak-
ing the pathway to Goatfell, 

-
ence’ upon discovering there 
were mountains all around!? 

I can only assume this was 
some kind of joke. What did 
he expect when signs spe-

Goatfell’...he then went on 
to say the mountains should 
be levelled unbelievable!
Also, re the headline story 
about a downturn in business 
this summer; it may be a very 
different story if any of the 
shopkeepers would at least 
give the impression they ac-
tually want to serve us! 

I visited several outlets, 
both in Brodick, and around 
at Duchess Court. None of 
them had anything to say, not 
a word, not a smile; in fact it 
was as though we were dis-
turbing them. 

It was not the sort of behav-
iour that would make anyone 
rush back. 

On the other hand, the normal 
local people were very friend-
ly whilst we were out walking.
Although I, and my whole 
family, have been visiting 
Arran for the best part of 80 
years, the best experience on 
this recent visit, was the cour-
tesy, cleanliness and general 
cheeriness by the staff on the 
CalMac Ferry. 

So, the businesses on the 
island need to re-think their 
general approach to everyone 
who enters their establish-
ments.

Yours,
Catherine Docherty
By email

Lighting fund 
Sir,
The past few weeks we have 
read various views on the 
second home situation. 

In this week’s Banner we 
also have an article with re-
gards to the lack of Christmas 

decorations in Brodick this 
year.

I will openly admit that I 

my maths O Level, so please 
forgive me if I have made a 
huge mistake here. 

According to Nigel second 
homes on Arran are roughly 
20 per cent of the properties. 

If we use an estimation of 
there being 1,500 homes on 
Arran, with an average coun-
cil tax band of D, £1,152, 20 
per cent of these are second 
homes with a minimum 10 
percent discount, I make that 
about three hundred homes 
paying £115 less in council 
tax every year which adds up 
to £34,500. 

Mr Mark has put it in writ-
ing that he has no objection to 
paying the full council tax.

Would it not be wonderful if 
he, and all other second home 
owners, paid their discounted 
amount to the local improve-
ments committee of whatever 
village their holiday house 
was in. 

With that amount of mon-
ey to play around with we 
could give the local children 
a fantastic Christmas party 
and lights in all villages that 
would rival the display at the 
cheese shop.

Yours,
Toni Goodstein
Brodick

Ardrossan concerns
Sir,
In reading the report on the 
new ferry terminal for Brod-
ick in last week’s Banner I 
was incredulous that no men-
tion was made of the main 
problem: Ardrossan.

What is the point of con-
structing an expensive dou-
ble berth dock on the island 
if ships are at times not going 
to be able to sail owing to 
the weather at the mainland 
port?

If CalMac are going to keep 
the Cally Isles in service for 
a few more years, it seems 
to me essential that it has a 
mainland port where it can 
dock safely in most weather 
conditions.

It is obvious that this is not 
the case with Ardrossan (‘Ar-

– Ken Thorburn last year).
If Ardrossan must continue 

in use, an alternative is re-
quired such as Troon which 
appears to be a more protect-
ed harbour.

If the intention is to com-
mission new boats, then one 
of these should be of a size 
to use Fairlie where it was 
demonstrated last year that 
the Isle of Arran could dock 
safely.

Thus one can envisage a 
service whereby Ardrossan 
remains the main port for 
large vehicles and cars and 
Fairlie for cars only and pas-
sengers.

Both Fairlie and Troon have 
good rail links to Glasgow.

I should be interested to 
hear the response of the Fer-
ry Committee to the above 
points.

Yours,
Ian Ferguson
Northbeck Cottage
High Corrie 

See the Light NAC
Sir, 
It was with great disappoint-
ment that I heard that the 
Brodick Christmas lights will 
not be going up this year, due 
it seems, to the ongoing cost 
outlay to NAC.

These lights were purchased 
many years ago through com-
munity fundraising – involv-
ing people from all over the 
island.

Although not a Brodick 
resident, I feel that the sight 
of the lights as you come 
into Brodick is a lovely fes-
tive welcome to islanders and 
visitors alike.

The opportunity for a com-
munity get-together and raise 
funds for the children’s party 
was also a cherry on top of 
that cake!

It seems extremely unfair 
that other areas of North Ayr-
shire appear to be well-lit at 
Christmas with lights galore, 
whilst Arran, once again will 
lose out – as we do with many 
activities, council-run events, 
amenity support etc.

I’m not one for moaning 
per se about things, but I’d 
be interested to know if any 
of the lights that might be 
erected within Largs, Three 
Towns, Irvine or the Garnock 
Valley have received as much 

and practically as the ones in 

Brodick have had….?
This is by no means a dig at 

Brodick Improvements Com-
mittee – all power to Smallie 
and his team – and here’s hop-
ing next year will see Brodick 
well-lit once again!  Come on 
NAC!

Yours, 
Sheila Gilmore
Shiskine

Repeat visitors
important
Sir,
In reply to Nigel, what Arran 
really needs in ever increas-
ing numbers are tourists with 
spending power. 

In the 1960s we all came to 
Arran as often as we could, 
camping at Cordon and taking 
a cottage during the Glasgow 
Fair and August.

Arran was buzzing and 
as we got older we gave up 
camping and got caravans at 
Cordon and Park Avenue lat-
er some of us bought property 
- a natural progression.

We still come to Arran as 
often as possible. Some think 
we are responsible for all the 
economic housing problems
and add nothing to Arran’s 
wealth.

However we aren’t just 
holiday home owners we are 
repeat loyal and committed 
tourists who visit Arran year 
on year as often as possible 
when we could go elsewhere 
get good weather and no 
midges.

What percentage we, our 
friends and family make up 
in the grand scale of tourism 
I don’t know.

We may not spend as much 
as full time residents but then 
why have all the small village 
shops and the abundance of 
wonderful tearooms closed 
due to lack of support - we all 
have to take some blame!

No business can survive by 
having one-off customers and 
Arran can’t stay alive on local 
custom alone.

Yours,
Clive Mark 
Milton of Campsie
and very regular 
Arran visitor

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/arranbanner

There are only 24 shopping days to Christmas
That’s if you don’t count Sundays which should be fam-
ily days but sadly have become increasingly commercial 
as well.

Those well-organised souls will already have bought 
all their gifts, wrapped the presents, written their cards 
and prepared the sprouts for Christmas dinner. Don’t they 
make you sick!

As for the rest of us, it is high time we put our think-
ing caps on, remembered what we gave Auntie Bessie last 
year, and made a list of things to buy.

The question is, where to buy your gifts? 
Seductive adverts on television tempt you to make your 

way to the big city or retail parks and jostle with hordes of 
other shoppers, risk having your pocket or purse picked 
or even losing a child.

Have you seen the slushy traditional John Lewis Christ-
mas advert? 

In a sentimental two-minute clip, a brave snowman 
makes an epic journey to the city to buy his beloved snow 
wife a scarf and gloves, and ends with the slogan ‘give a 
little more love this Christmas’. 

Lewis tills rang to the tune of £91.7million!
But do you really need to make an epic journey to give 

a little more love this Christmas?
After all, we are blessed with such a wide range of retail 

outlets here on the island that it begs the question – do 
you need to get on the ferry, with or without your car, and 
suffer a stressful day in Glasgow or Ayr, be tempted to 
spend more than you can really afford, then come back 
laden down with consumer goods?

Why not keep your money on the island and support the 
local businesses this year? This weekend sees the second 
annual Santa’s Sparkle extravaganza in Lamlash. 

Two days of festive family entertainment on the front 
green and in Glenisle Hotel will be complemented by a 
Christmas market with a host of stalls selling the best of 
Arran crafts and produce.

Then next weekend 15 Arran shops from around the is-

Christmas promotion. 
So do you really need to go to the mainland for the ‘big 

shop’ when you can buy such a wide variety of gifts here 
while supporting the local economy at the same time?

And also get a ‘feelgood’ factor more in keeping with 
the real spirit of Christmas.
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8-seater taxis available

Ardrossan Harbour to:

Glasgow Airport
£30.00

Prestwick Airport
£25.00

Return bookings and other 
prices on request.

Charolais
bullock from 
The Moor tops 
Stirling mart
Caledonian Marts sold 565 
store cattle and suckled 
calves at their Stirling Auc-
tion Mart on Monday 12 
November.

Top prices of £855 gross 
for a 390kg Charolais bul-
lock and £710 for a 335kg 
Charolais heifer went to F 
Cook and Sons, Sliddery 
Moor.

Also sold on Monday 12 
November were 640 store 
lambs and 376 store and 
feeding ewes with Texel 
lambs selling to £57 from D 
E Robertson, Cosyden.

On Tuesday 13 November 
Caledonian Marts had for-
ward 2,832 prime lambs and 
904 cast ewes.

Leading prices of £104.50 
went to F Cook and Sons, 
The Moor for Texel tups and 
£82 for Texel cross lambs.

Guild celebrates 
125th anniversary 

Sannox
Church
answers
sought

There are three Church of 
Scotland Guilds on Arran and 
this week they joined together 
to celebrate the 125th anniver-
sary of the organisation.

This is the 125th year of the 
Church Guild and it has been 
marked in a variety of ways 
around the country. 

Worship
The week began with two 

members of Shiskine Guild 
travelling to Glasgow to share 
in morning worship with their 
Link Guild of Bridgeton – St 
Francis in the East. 

And on Tuesday the three 
island Guilds shared a lunch 

On Tuesday the three island Church Guilds shared a lunch together to mark the 125th anniversary of the organi-
sation. 01_b47gui01

together and then watched 
a video of the Annual Rally 
held in August in Dundee. 

Three island members at-
tended this uplifting meeting 
and it is hoped that several 
members will be able to join 
with the other 2,000 or so 
women and men in the Caird 
Hall for the next meeting.

Each year the Arran Guilds 
choose two national projects 
to support. 

Helen Kerr, convener of the 
Ardrossan presbytery council 
and a Shiskine Guild member 
said: ‘We take our role within 

the Guild very seriously and 
take great pride in supporting 
the national Guild projects 
every year.

‘We always choose two of 
the six to support and we see 
it as our duty to educate the 
other church members about 
each of the projects we have 
chosen.’

Welcomed
In 1997 the Woman’s Guild 

became simply The Guild 
when men were welcomed 
into membership. Although 
we are basically a Church of 
Scotland group membership 
is not restricted to a single 

denomination. If you would 
like to become a member or 
would just like to come along 
to one meeting please be as-

warm welcome. 
For more information con-

tact Helen Knight 303704.

Lost and found
A pair of gent’s glasses, 
gold rimmed and in a blue 
case, were lost on Saturday, 
possibly in Cordon.  Any-

telephone Raymond Brennan 
on 600190.

A grey cat has been found 
wandering in Lamlash.  Any-
one missing this cat should 
telephone 600242/600252.

As building work commenc-
es at the Sannox Christian 
Centre, an historian is 
conducting research into the 
history of the church until 
December 4. 

David Pott would be very 
glad to hear from anyone, 
especially descendants of 
members of the congrega-
tion in the 19th century who 
might be able to supply any 
information.

He is seeking answers to 
some questions:

Are there any reports or 
stories about the initial visit 
of James Haldane and John 
Campbell to Arran in June 
1800?

Before the church was 
built in 1822, the congrega-
tion met out of doors and 
occasionally found shelter in 
corn mills. Where was the lo-
cation of those corn mills?

Do we know anything 
about the nature of the wor-
ship of the early congrega-
tion?

Are there any descend-
ants of the early pastors 
(Alexander Mackay, John 
Blacklock and Alan Cameron 
McDougall) still living on 
the island?

Are there any letters or 
other papers available from 
those pastors or other church 
members?

Is there any record of the 
content of Mackay’s last 
sermon to the departing 
emigrants to Canada on 25th 
April 1829?

The tune for the well-
known hymn ‘O love that 
wilt not let me go’ was 
known to be written by 
Albert Peace on a beach on 
Arran.

Local tradition holds that 
this was on Sannox beach. 
Does anyone have any evi-
dence for this assertion?

If you are able to assist, 
please contact David by 
email on dlpott@gmail.
com or phone 01770 810201 
before December 4.



10 THE ARRAN BANNER, Saturday, 24 November, 2012  www.arranbanner.co.uk

DECEMBER 2011

FESTIVE SEASON FOOD SPECIAL Recipes for a memorable Christmas Day from four top chefs 

THE BATTLE OF MAYHOW BEAVERS COLONISED THE TAYBRINGING WHISKY BACK TO LEWISMARK BEAUMONT:THE EXPLORER

MONARCH OF THE GLEN

Plus

ICONIC SCOTTISH FILM LOCATIONS

25Our Christmas gift guide

REVEALED 

THE WORLD’S 

FINEST 
WHISKIES

COUNTRY NEWS   INTERIORS   GARDENS   FOOD & DRINK   PROPERTY   ANTIQUES   FASHION   TRAVEL  DECEMBER 2011. £3.60

PAGES OF

30%
SAVEOVER*

Offers available to new UK subscribers only. For worldwide subscription rates please call us 
on 0044 1631 568000 or visit 

.*Saving based on 3 issues for £1, thereafter £9.99 per quarter paid by Direct Debit, 
available only by calling or completing the DD form. (1st Year Only)

3 issues for £1,
30%*

or

1 issue free
or

4th subscription free

Choose from one of 3 
amazing Christmas offers:

  Call
Complete

Click

Looking for the 
perfect gift?

1

2

3

Gerald Michaluk with a bottle of Fallachan. 

Cathie Steed is 
guest speaker 
at Arran 
Garden Club
The Arran Garden Club was 
delighted to welcome mem-
ber Cathie Steed as their last 
guest speaker of 2012.

Cathie has many talents 
and treated members to two 

excellent demonstration of 

arrangements using autumnal 

from her garden, whilst 
amusing us with various 
entertaining anecdotes of her 
life in Glasgow as a young 
woman.

Her different arrangements 
were creative and inspiring, 
with tips on the best places 

some ideas for Christmas 
arrangements.

Soup of the month, plant 
of the month, the bloom 

enjoyed by all.
Everyone is welcome at 

the Garden Club winter 
social, AGM and the sharing 
of our garden photographs 
on Thursday 29 November 
at 7.30pm at Brodick Castle, 
Ranger Centre.

The Arran Open Studios event was an intimate insight into the lives of the island’s 
makers. 

Open Studios 
prepare for 
next year

Following the success of this 
year’s Arran Open Studios 
event, preparations are al-
ready being made for the next 
year.

Organisers Josephine 
Broekhuizen and Sarah Cook 
are urging those who took 

prepare for the 2013 event as 
‘it is only months away’. 

The event was judged a 
great success by everyone 
who took part and Josephine 
and Sarah are keen to start 
early in their preparations for 
the 2013. 

More artists
‘We want to give as much 

notice as possible to allow 
even more artists to take part.’ 
said Sarah. 

artists was a great maiden 
voyage’, Josephine added, 

‘but we know of many others 
who may have been hesitant 

is perfectly understandable 
– the event was an unknown 
quantity and no-one knew 
how it would go.

‘But the visitor numbers, 
the number of sales, the gen-
eral buzz in the art-commu-
nity was very exciting and we 
would encourage those who 
were waiting to see how it 
went, to look at this and se-
riously consider taking part 
in 2013. We have learned a 
lot from the feedback from 
artists and visitors alike and 
this will provide the founda-
tions for improvements in the 
event for its second year.’

The long weekend in August 
saw many visitors coming to 
the island to trek around the 

pieces, works in progress and 
being able to discuss with the 
makers their methods and 
reason for making. 

It was an intimate insight 
into the lives of the Arran 
makers.

Experienced
Some artists experienced 

over 100 visitors in the four 
days and some made over a 
£1,000 in sales. 

Visitors came from far and 
wide – returned question-
naires revealed they came 
from Germany, Holland, 
England, Scotland, Canada, 
USA.

Organisers hope that 2013 
will build on these sure foun-
dations.

For more information con-
tact Josephine on 600287 or 
Sarah on 700615 or log onto 
www.arranopenstudios.com

Arran Brewery plc, the hold-
ing company of the Isle of 
Skye and Isle of Arran Brew-
ery has purchased the rights 
to Fallachan as well as the 
equipment for the making of 
the drink known traditionally 
in Scotland as Blaand.

Humphrey Errington maker 
of the well-known Lanark 
Blue cheese on his farm near 
Carwath has sold the rights 
and equipment to the Arran 
Brewery as well as his stock 
of whey-made wine (Blaand) 
for an undisclosed sum.

Fallachan is made from 
whey, a by-product of the 
cheese making process. Hum-
phrey found that in Orkney 
and in the Shetlands as well 
as the islands of the West 

of Blaand to sea with them.
On researching the drink he 

found it was known by many 
different names and was quite 
widespread being made from 
Norway, through Russia to 
Sardinia.

All the 
whey to 
Arran
Brewery

Humphrey believes it was 
introduced to Scotland by the 
Vikings long before whisky 
become the national drink.

Fallachan is the Gaelic for 
hidden treasure, and being a 
drink made from dairy pro-
duce goes extremely well 
with cheese.

Humphrey sold the Fallach-
an at farmers markets, high-
land shows and mail order. It 
tastes rather more like a sher-
ry than a wine or spirit and 
the oak notes are apparent 
from the casks used to mature 

the Fallachan.
Gerald Michaluk of the Isle 

of Arran Brewery said: ‘It 
is great to be expanding the 
range of traditional beverages 
the brewery can produce and 
I am particularly pleased to 
help a traditional, almost lost 

the Highlands and Islands of 
Scotland.’

Fallachan will be available 
in both the Isle of Arran and 
Isle of Skye Brewery shops 
and will be on sale nationally 
from the Spring.

The 2012 event was judged a great 
success by everyone who took part
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It may be hard to think of shop-
ping for Christmas gifts when 
we’re only in November but how 
many times have you gone look-
ing for that perfect gift only to 
find out it was sold out two days 
before?

Arran is a veritable delight for 
the Christmas shopper as the 
island has some superb stores, 
boutiques and gift shops.

Christmas gifts are swapped with 
great excitement between children 
and adults alike and my Christmas 
list keeps getting longer and long-
er as more family members have 
families of their own.

This in itself is not a problem; 
the tricky bit is finding what to buy 
each and every name on my list.

Coming up with something dif-
ferent each year can be a chal-
lenge but Christmas shopping 
should always be fun!

First stop for me is usually Brod-
ick – I like to wander along the 
seafront popping into the village 
shops to see what is on offer.

We are lucky on Arran to have 
a village with so many lovely gift 
shops and there is always some-

thing to be found for the family 
presents.

From here I always go on to 
Lamlash and Whiting Bay where 
I can stock up on delicious fes-
tive food treats as well as picking 
up unusual gifts for friends and 
family.

Even Arran’s smaller villages 
have a wealth of pretty shops 
selling unique gifts, often hand-
crafted on Arran.

Even in remote places like 
North Newton in Lochranza or 
at Auchencar near Machrie there 
are shops selling some truly 
wonderful gifts. 

There is no doubt about it, 
the perfect Christmas gift can 
certainly be found on the is-
land for every single person 
on your Christmas list.

I hope you have as much 
fun doing your festive 
shopping as I 
did and that you 
have a wonderful 
Christmas 
and fan-
tastic New 
Year. 

In the coming weeks the Isle of Arran will get well 
and truly into the festive spirit, with a calendar 
jam-packed with events – from nativity plays and 
Christmas markets to special shopping events 
and festive gatherings.

So whether you’re looking for family fun, ways to 
celebrate the Christmas countdown with friends or 
just somewhere to do your shopping in style, Arran 
has it covered.
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30th November – 2nd December
Buy locally this year during ShopArran’s big weekend 
Temperatures are dropping, the woolly 
scarves are coming out and mince pies are 
lining the supermarket shelves: Christmas is 
just around the corner.

In a bid to try and encourage more Arran 
people to buy their Christmas gifts from the 
island this year a very unique shopping event 
is taking place next weekend.

From 9am on Friday 30 November to closing 
on Sunday 2 December a cooperative of 
island shops will be offering massive savings 
and special offers to encourage people to buy 

locally this Christmas.
We often overlook the fabulous selection of 

shops we have on our doorstep so why not 
get out and about next weekend and do all 
your Christmas shopping on Arran.

All ShopArran members are offering fantastic 
reductions and it will be an ideal opportunity 
to get your Christmas shopping done.

Below is a list of all the stores taking part 
and what discounts and special offers 
can be found there during the ShopArran 
weekend.

Arran Active

Buntys

Arran Cheese Shop
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Buntys
Taking part in the 
ShopArran event is 
Buntys in Brodick, 
which will be offer-
ing a 10 per cent 
discount to all cus-
tomers throughout 
the weekend as well 
as a free glass of 
bubbly.

Lynn from Buntys 
imaginatively sources 
all her beautiful gifts 
for the home as well 
as rescuing unwant-
ed pieces of furniture 
and giving them a 
new lease of life. 

Offering a great se-
lection of home ac-
cessories, Buntys 
has delightful orna-
ments and original 
bits and pieces as 
well as hand painted 
furniture that would 
look amazing in eve-
ry home.

Buntys is just how a 
contemporary coun-
try Christmas ought 
to look and you are 
certain to find plenty 
of gifts for friends and 
family.

Jolly Molly
As part of the Sho-
pArran weekend Jol-
ly Molly in Brodick, 
which sells amazing 
gifts and accessories 
for the home, will be 
offering a 10 per cent 
discount on every-
thing in store.

With a huge range 
of items from clocks, 
cushions and candles 

to silverware, crock-
ery and lamps and 
lots of other lovely 
things to make your 
home feel special, 
this is a great place to 
pick up some Christ-
mas gifts.

The shop also has a 
collection of unusual 
gift items not found 
on the high street that 
make ideal presents 
including keepsakes, 
decorations, acces-
sories, scarves and 
bags.

Old Byre Showroom 
and Byre at Brodick
The Old Byre Show-
room has two out-
lets; the main one is 
at Auchencar near 
Machrie where the 
shop and restaurant 
have recently been 
completely rebuilt 
and revamped.

And in Brodick there 
is the Byre at Brod-
ick, which sells the 
same exquisite knit-
wear, leather bags 
and clothing stocked 
at the main shop. 

There are Barbour 
quilted and waxed 
jackets, gorgeous 
Seasalt and Mistral 
clothing, Eribe Scot-
tish knitwear and a 
lovely selection of 
Fairtrade clothing for 
children.

To help keep warm 
this winter there are 
also contemporary 
sheepskin boots and 
gloves as well as Ber-

tie Girl Harris Tweed 
bags and cowhorn 
homeware and jewel-
lery.

There is a 10 per 
cent discount on offer 
at both the Old Byre 
and Byre at Brod-
ick and if you spend 
£10pp on food at 
Café Thyme there’s 
20 per cent off every-
thing in the store next 
door. 

The Curtain House
This Lamlash bou-
tique is another is-
land shop taking part 
in the ShopArran 
weekend and they 
will be offering a 10 
per cent discount for 
the three days.

With made to meas-
ure handmade cur-
tains and blinds to 
beautiful home fur-
nishings and stun-
ning accessories for 
the whole home, I 
never leave empty 
handed.

Owner Janelle 
stocks some beauti-
ful fabrics that she 
can use to create 
wonderful hanging 
curtains and window 
blinds.

And there are stun-
ningly unique Christ-
mas decorations 
for the tree as well 
as unusual candle-
sticks and bits and 
pieces that would 
make ideal presents 
for mums, grans and 
girlfriends.

Arran Active
Also taking part in the shop-
ping weekend is the Arran 
Active store at Cladach that 
is full of great presents for 
all lovers of the outdoors.

This is the Isle of Arran’s 
specialist outdoor shop 
and stocks walking boots 
to suit most needs and 
budgets and there will be 
10 per cent off everything 
that weekend.

And why not enjoy a 
mince pie and some deli-
cious mulled wine while 
you shop. 

Walking shoes (rather 
than boots) are becoming 
a popular gift and there is a 
great selection of specialist 
socks for skiing and winter 
walking.

There is also a large col-
lection of clothing from 
t-shirts to top-end water-
proof jackets and walking 
sticks and accessories.

Boathouse
There is a treat in store for 
shoppers during the event 
as the Boathouse in Brod-

Friday’s Child

Old Byre Showroom
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Island Cheese Co. 

Christmas Gift?
For the person who has everything 

Fantastic Arran Food Hampers 
(Cheese, Oatcakes, Chocolates, Jams etc.) 

Delivered anywhere in the UK 
We have a large range of Hampers  
and Gift Packs starting from £5.95 

or log on to our web shop

Orders being taken for Christmas

HOMESTYLES
10% off over £30

Free christmas tombola
Trees, decorations, lights and 

many more Christmas gifts
Special Offers – see in store

Brodick,
Tel: 01770 
302648

33% off all Lazy Jacks plus 
many brilliant offers
Shopping weekend 

30th November-2nd December
Find all your winter wear for 

ALL the family under one roof!

ick is not only offering 
a 10 per cent discount 
on everything in store 
but there will be lots of 
other offers as well.

Specialising in the 
most sought after chil-
dren’s gifts the Boat-
house stocks both 
Monster High and 
Moshi Monsters toys.

Tracy also makes 
her very own beauti-
ful tree decorations 
and Christmas cards 
that will have pride of 
place in any home.

The Boathouse has 
so much to offer that 
it is a one-stop shop 
for all your children’s 
gifts this Christmas. 

Arran Aromatics
Arran Aromatics have 
been making special-
ist body care products 
on the Isle of Arran 
since 1989 and they 
continue to be one 
of the island’s most 
popular places to buy 
Christmas presents. 

All their toiletries and 
candles are made on 
the island, using the 

finest, most natural 
ingredients where 
possible.

And caring for the 
environment comes 
naturally when you 
work in such a beau-
tiful part of our world, 
which is why all their 
cartons are recycla-
ble, biodegradable 
and made of mate-
rial from sustainable 
managed forests.

Throughout the 
ShopArran weekend 
there is 20 per cent 
off everything includ-
ing the stunning gift 
boxes and new fra-
grance diffusers and 
candles.

The Harbour Shop
This delightful shop in 
the centre of Blackwa-
terfoot never ceases 
to amaze with its wide 
range of impressive 
gifts.

There is Scottish 
pottery, local pro-
duce and stunning 
jewellery as well as 
lovely toys and books 
for children and Ar-

ran souvenirs that all 
make ideal Christmas 
gifts.

Owner Gillian stocks 
Arran Aromatics, Ar-
ran Reflections can-
dles, Arran Provisions, 
Island Porcelain, Andy 
Gray digital photo-
graphs, Alice Martin 
cards, James’ Choco-
lates and much more.

For the Shop Arran 
weekend the shop is 
offering a 10 per cent 
discount throughout 
the store.

Red Door
The magnificent Red 
Door gift shop in 
Brodick is full of won-
derful Christmas gifts 
for the entire family.

Packed to the ceil-
ing with gorgeous 
gifts for the home as 
well as jewellery and 
children’s toys, it’s an 
ideal place to stock 
up on presents.

Throughout the 
Shop Arran weekend 
there will be a 10 per 
cent discount on eve-
rything in store so it’s 

an ideal time to get 
shopping.

Red Door has plush 
leather handbags, 
delicately beautiful 
jewellery as well as 
unique ceramics and 
quirky gifts for men.

Island Hair and 
Beauty 
There’s nothing bet-
ter at this time of year 
than treating yourself 
to a pampering be-
fore heading off to 
one of Arran’s many 
Christmas parties.

At Island Hair and 
Beauty, expert hair-
dresser Alison and 
beauty therapist Lorna 
will leave you feeling 
a million dollars and 
ready to hit the town.

The salon at Home 
Farm near Brodick 
offers exclusive hair 
treatments and cuts 
and colours in addi-
tion to waxing, fake 
tanning, massages 
and manicures.

Throughout 
the Sho-

p A r r a n 

The Boathouse

Arran Aromatics

r

luxury Christmas gift packs, 

gift vouchers, stocking fillers 

and treats.
extended opening hours 

throughout December

01770 302727
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event there will be gift 
vouchers on sale as 
well as exquisite lit-
tle stocking fillers and 
Christmas gift packs.  

Friday’s Child 
With its contempo-
rary collection of 
goods for the home, 
Friday’s Child at 
the Home Farm just 
outside Brodick is a 
great place for Christ-
mas shopping.

Offering a 10 
per cent discount 
throughout the week-
end as well as vari-
ous other exciting 
offers, there are gifts 
here for everyone on 
your list.

It can be difficult 
to find unusual gifts 
year in year out but 
Friday’s Child can 
certainly help you to 
do that.

They have amazing-
ly fashionable baby 
clothes and toys for 
children as well as 
fantastically clever 
kitchen equipment, 
clocks, photo frames 
and much, much 
more.

Isle of Arran Cheese 
Company
There is no better 
gift for your loved 
ones than a fantastic 
hamper of goodies 
from the Isle of Arran 
Cheese Company at 
Home Farm. 

Supplying their 
delicious flavoured 
cheddars to the lo-
cal and tourist market 
through the shop, the 
company also offer a 
mail order service, as 
well as supplying five 
wholesalers who dis-
tribute to farm shops, 
delis, restaurants and 
food halls throughout 
the UK.  

This is an ideal place 
to stock up for Christ-
mas with the Arran 
Blue, which recently 
won a gold medal 
at the world cheese 
awards, and the Ar-
ran Camembert and 
Brie are selling fast!

Cladach Pottery
Unique handmade 
Christmas tree deco-
rations are just one of 
the many gorgeous 
gifts on offer at the 

Cladach Pottery.
During the shopping 

event potter Jake is 
offering up to 20 per 
cent off selected stock 
that will all made fan-
tastic festive gifts.

Everything at the 
pottery is made on 
site at Cladach from 
beautiful pots and 
bowls to decorative 
pieces that would 
look wonderful in any 
home.

Bilslands
Throughout the Sho-
pArran extravagan-
za one of the most 
exciting offers is at 
Bilslands in Brodick.

They are offering 
an incredible 33 per 
cent off all Lazy Jack 
Clothing and various 
other ranges through-
out the store. 

Bilslands is the larg-
est independent retail 
outlet on Arran and 
is well known to both 
locals and regular 
visitors to the island 
alike.

Priced competitively, 
the stock ranges from 
established 
o u t d o o r 

and walking gear to 
the very latest casual 
fashion collections. 

There is also a fan-
tastic range of both 
quirky and traditional 
souvenirs that make 
ideal presents.

Homestyles
The home hardware 
store in Brodick is 
literally jam packed 
with gorgeous gifts 
and decorations for 
the perfect family 
Christmas.

Homestyles are of-
fering a 10 per cent 
discount on every 
£30 spent as well as 
many other special 
offers in the store 
during the ShopArran 
weekend and a very 
special Christmas 
tombola.

There is elegant 
crockery and cook-
ware as well as home 
furnishings and beau-
tiful ornaments. 

And you can get 
trees, lights and 
decorations to make 
this an extra special 
Christmas.

Arran Aromatics

The Curtain House

The Curtain House
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CHRISTMAS TREES FOR SALE
Forest Office, 

Auchrannnie Road, 
Brodick

7th – 21st Dec 
and Sat 8th Dec.

Open Midday – 4.30pm

THE WHINS CRAFT WORKSHOP
North Newton, Lochranza

Home of the Arran Stonemen
Hand painted stone characters and animals, 

trinket boxes, candles and more.
Handmade on the premises

Working craftsmen
Open to the public

7 days 10am - 6pm. Walking only please
Sign posted from Lochranza 

with scenic views

Tel: 01770 830650

The island is a won-
derful place to be 
over the festive sea-
son with lots of excit-
ing things happening 
all over Arran.

This year’s Santa 
Sparkle is taking 
place in Lamlash to-
day (Saturday 24 No-
vember) and tomor-
row.

Organisers have 
been working with 
firework specialists 
Midnight Storm to 
create an even bigger 
and better Christmas 
tree lighting show.

It will involve lights, 
showers of sparks 
and explosions plus 
spectacular fireworks, 
all set to music.

Top magician Carl 
Royle will be back 
performing magic on-
stage as well as in the 
marquees.

As a special treat 
he will also be doing 
three performances 
of close-up magic on 

Saturday evening.
As in the past, the 

event will feature great 
local music. Also ap-
pearing this year are 
Matt Johnston, The 
Black Lairds of Glen-
cloy, The Ramblin’ 
Boys and The Usual 
Suspects.

The Jazz Café Band 
will be performing in 
Glenisle Hotel on Sat-
urday evening after 
the fireworks.

There will be an even 
larger Christmas mar-
ket with more stalls 
than ever.

Various Arran new-
comers will be there 
including Floating Is-
lands as well as some 
island institutions 
which are new to San-
ta’s Sparkle such as 
Arran Aromatics.

There will be great 
food and drink 
throughout the event 
and the Glenisle Hotel 
will be offering a fan-
tastic barbeque and 

hog roast on both 
Saturday and Sunday 
featuring local pro-
duce.

And of course Santa 
will be flying in from 
the North Pole espe-
cially for the event 
and is looking for-
ward to meeting all 
the children so that he 
can find out what they 
want for Christmas.

Also taking place 
is the much-loved 
Victorian Christmas 
at Brodick Castle on 
Sunday 9 December.

This unique event 
allows you to travel 
back in time to the 
castle’s heyday to 
witness what life 
during the fes-
tive season 
was like for 
the castle 
occupants.

With staff 
dressed in 
tradition-
al cos-
t u m e s 

you can allow your-
self to travel back in 
time for an afternoon 
and Santa may even 
pop in to find out what 
the kiddies want for 
Christmas.

This is one of Ar-
ran’s most wonderful 
festive events and it 
is a treat for the whole 
family.

There are so many 
exciting things hap-
pening on Arran in the 
coming weeks that it 
is the perfect place to 
get into the Christmas 
spirit!

James Chocolate Shop

Red Door
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SLIDDERY SUPPLIES
Stockists and Suppliers of 

Agricultural and General Hardware
USEFUL PRESENTS FOR

PRACTICAL PEOPLE... AND A FEW
FRIPPERIES TOO!

SPECIAL ORDERS NEED TO BE WITH
US BY SATURDAY THE 8TH DECEMBER

Tel: 870 225
We close at 12 noon on Saturdays and are 

closed every Sunday

XMAS SWEETIE HAMPERS MADE TO ORDER 
SUPERIOR NON DROP CHRSTMAS TREES 
CHRISTMAS POTS AND HOLLY WREATHS
CYCLAMEN AZALEA AND HYACINTH POTS

AVAILABLE FROM 1ST WEEK IN DEC
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK UP 
TO CHRISTMAS EVE

In the coming weeks 
the Isle of Arran will 
get well and truly into 
the festive spirit from 
nativity plays and 
Christmas markets 
to special shopping 
events and festive 
gatherings.

If you are looking 
for somewhere to 
do your shopping in 
style, Arran has it cov-
ered.

It may be hard to 
think of shopping for 
Christmas gifts when 
we’re only in Novem-
ber but how many 
times have you gone 
looking for that per-
fect gift only to find 
out it was sold out 
two days before?

Arran is the per-
fect destination for 
the Christmas shop-
per as the island has 
some superb stores, 

boutiques and gift 
shops.

In all of the villag-
es there are shops 
packed with beauti-
ful, original gifts that 
are a delight to give 
to your loved ones.

Coming up with 
something different 
each year can be a 
challenge but Christ-
mas shopping should 
always be fun!

The Santa Spar-
kle event in Lamlash 
this weekend is an 
ideal opportunity to 
do some Christmas 
shopping.

After this, the first 
stop for me is usu-
ally Brodick – I like 
to wander along the 
seafront popping into 
the village shops to 
see what is on offer.

We are lucky on Ar-
ran to have a village 

with so many lovely 
gift shops and there 
is always something 
to be found for the 
family presents.

In Brodick you 
can buy everything 
you might need this 
Christmas in the fab-
ulous Inspirations of 
Arran which stocks 
superior gifts and 
jewellery as well as 
collectables for all oc-
casions.

The Brodick Golf 
Shop at the village 
club is an ideal place 
to pick up some 
sporting gifts.

This veritable shop-
ping emporium stocks 
a huge selection of 
playing equipment as 
well as clothes, ac-
cessories and much 
more.

James of Arran, the 
island’s answer to 

Willie Wonka’s Choc-
olate Factory is the 
ideal place to stock 
up on mouth-water-
ingly delicious hand-
made chocolates and 
delicate festive treats 
to give as fun stock-
ing fillers on Christ-
mas day.

From here I always 
go on to Lamlash and 
Whiting Bay where I 
can stock up on de-
licious festive food 
treats as well as pick-
ing up unusual gifts 
for friends and family.

Christmas is defi-
nitely a time to in-
dulge and the Arran 
Fine Foods factory 
shop in Lamlash is 
home to a whole host 
of delicious produce.

With preserves, 
mustards, chutneys 
and salad dressings 
all made on the island, 

Jolly Molly

Paterson Fine Foods

James Chocolate Shop
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The National Trust for Scotland for Places of Historic Interest or Natural Beauty is a charity registered in Scotland, Charity Number SC 007410

For more Christmas events and the chance to 
I I   visit

www.nts.org.uk/christmas

A Victorian Christmas at Brodick Castle

Have a magical Christmas with your family at Brodick Castle as we transport you back 
in time! Discover Christmas Victorian style! See the Castle decorated for Christmas, enjoy 
the children’s choir, brass band, crafts for young and old, mulled wine, mince pies and 
more! Father Christmas will be there too!

For more information, please see our website or call Brodick Castle on .

Gents Fleecy 
Lined Tartan 

shirts
£14.99

dressing gowns
£16.99

Children’s
trapper hats

£7.99

Hundreds of Christmas Gifts Lines

Gents 3 pair 
wool-mix socks

£6.99

Ladies pyjamas 
& nighties from 

£12.99

Furry wrap up 
throws
£14.99

Gents brushed 
cotton pyjamas

£14.99

Ladies furry hats 

£8.99

Ladies thermal 
vests & long 

johns
£8.99

Gents thermal 
vest & long 

johns
From £4.99

Ladies & Gents 
suede fur lined 

gloves
£8.99

Dog beds £14.99
Dog toys & 

chews
£1.99

Gents & Ladies 
slippers

£9.99

Ladies wool-
blend socks

Fairisle design 3 
pair £6.99

Novelty boxed 
mugs £5.99

Wine Glass sets 
£5.99

as well as tasty oatcakes and shortbreads, 
this is truly the taste of Arran in a jar.

Even Arran’s smaller villages have a wealth 
of pretty shops selling unique gifts, often 
handcrafted on Arran.

Kirkend Nursery in Whiting Bay are also 
doing sweetie hampers to order which are 
hard to resist as well as Christmas trees 
and wreaths to make any home beautiful for 
Christmas.

And Belford Mill on Golf Course Road is 
stocked with hundreds of great gift ideas for 
the whole family.

There are children’s toys, ladies handbags 
and gifts for the home as well as great deals 
on clothes throughout the festive period.

Even in remote places like North Newton 
in Lochranza there are shops selling some 
truly wonderful gifts.

Reg Morgan’s stonemen are one of the is-
land’s most unique exports and they make 
wonderful gifts at Christmastime.

There is no doubt about it, the perfect 
Christmas gift can certainly be found on the 
island for every single person 
on your Christmas list.

I hope you have as 
much fun doing your 
festive shopping as 
I did and that you 
have a wonderful 
Christmas and fan-
tastic New Year.

Brodick Castle

Belford Mill

The Curtain House

Friday’s Child
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MARINE Harvest are currently at-
tempting to have restrictions on their 
growth lifted. Under a law passed in 
2005 no single company is allowed 
to own more than 25 per cent of all 

the seafood giant currently has 
some 22 per cent of the total, mean-
ing its opportunities to expand are se-
verely limited. As a result the company 

to have the restrictions on 
ownership relaxed.

Regulations
‘In our view, the 

present ownership 
regulations of the 
aquaculture indus-
try are outdated. The 
regulations also, for 
all practical purposes, 
applies to one company 

competition. The Government’s strategy for a 

going transition to production in larger zones 
could lead to a need for a consolidation of the 

industry. The present restrictions 
on ownership exclude Marine 
Harvest from participating in 
this consolidation process. We 

opment of this industry and, 
consequently, we would like to 
participate in this consolidation 

a complaint on today’s restrictions 
on ownership to ESA,’ says Marit 

tor.
‘In our opinion,’ contin-

regulations restrict 
a development of the 
industry towards larger 
entities which can secure 

ment of the industry. As 
a consequence, we have 

chosen to make use of our 
right to present today’s regulations to ESA 
for evaluation, and we anticipate the Norwe-
gian Government’s interest in modernising 
the regulations.’

News in brief Marine Harvest seek expansion News in briefLegal challenge to Scottish salmon farms

Fish Farmer November/December 2010 www.fishfarmer-magazine.com www.fishfarmer-magazine.com Fish Farmer November/December 2010

MH seek larger slice of Norwegian fish pie Seabed sale 
possibility sets 
an interesting 
precedent
THE Crown Estate has ad-

Ownership of a range of dif-

types, some of which already 
include reclaimed land, is 

Port Authority. But the an-
nouncement will have rami-

the negotiations effectively 
pave the way for commercial 
discussions with interested 
parties across the UK.

‘The Crown Estate has long 
had a general predisposition 

the interests of integrated and 

and that remains the case. 
The policy does however allow 
for consideration of individual 
proposals for sales depend-
ing upon the circumstances,’ 

of the marine estate, said 

has impressive development 
plans and has expressed inter-
est in commercial negotia-

consider sales in line with the 
policy and we look forward to 
continuing discussions.’ 

Although the estate has 
admitted the chance of 
concessions, many think the 
organisation should cede con-
trol to more local authorites.
‘Ultimately I would like to see 

from the Crown Estate and 
given to the communities who 
rely on it,’ argued Northern 
Isles MP Alistair Carmichael.

Dialogue bears fruit for abalone
GLOBAL standards addressing the potential negative 
impacts of abalone farming on the environment and so-

Abalone Aquaculture Dialogue. The announcement fol-

bivalves, pangasius and tilapia.
‘Given that the process we used to create the stand-

ple, including farmers and scientists from the world’s 
key abalone production countries, we now have the 
most credible abalone aquaculture standards in the 
marketplace,’ said Abalone Aquaculture Dialogue Steer-
ing Committee member Vincent Encena of the South-

The new standards seek to minimise the key impacts 
associated with abalone farming by, for example, re-
quiring bio-secure quarantine for wild-to-farm trans-
locations, and requiring evidence of compliance with 
a documented protocol for health surveillance and dis-
ease response. Meanwhile standards for shrimp, trout, 

that the ambitious project was now ‘halfway home’.

Abalone aquaculture: standards created

AKVA barge into the Med
AKVA group has just deliv-

new Wavemaster AJ-150-

terms of size, features and 

delivered to Sürsan, a major 

feed and aquaculture industry.
‘We have supplied feeding 

technology throughout the 
Mediterranean for over 20 
years now, and the timing 
was now right to customise 

market as well’, says Chief 

Severinsen. ‘Our new com-

design incorporates AKVA 
group’s high safety, qual-
ity and design standards, 

very competitively priced in 
order to compete well against 

market. We are currently 

different shipyards in the 
Mediterranean and two in the 
Baltic. It is quite encouraging 

industries are adopting the 
same technology and scale of 
economics that have made the 
salmon farming industry so 
successful,’ he concludes.

Seed & Part-Grown Pacific 
Oysters (Diploid & Triploid) from 
Europe’s Largest Oyster Nursery.

Seasalter (Walney) Ltd
Old Gravel Works
South Walney Island
Barrow-in-Furness
Cumbria,   LA14 3YQ
Kelsey Thompson. 
Fax:  +44 1229 470500. 
Email: oysters@seasalter.org.uk

Tel:  +44 1229 474158.
Mob: +44 7785386499.
Web: www.seasalter.org.uk

Angling body calls in the law
THE Salmon & Trout Asso-
ciation (S&TA) has engaged 
the services of the lawyer and 

ams, to argue his case to poli-
ticians in Scotland, England 
and Europe; try to discourage 

aquaculture; push retailers 
to demand higher standards 

farming.
The priority targets for the 

organisation’s campaign will 

remove all smolt cage units 
from river systems containing 
wild salmon populations.

‘I feel the industry is at a 

crossroads. It can chose the 

sion, or it can recognise its 

the damage it has already 

Guy Linley-Adams

SalMar CEO resigns
SALMAR’S
company’s board of directors of his intention to resign 

decision ‘with regret’ and has now started the process 
of recruiting his replacement, while Nordhammer will 
continue to serve as CEO until his successor is in place. 

of SalMar’s board of directors, said: ‘Under Leif Inge 
Nordhammer’s leadership SalMar has grown from a 

tional aquaculture group. An uncompromising focus on 

been a cornerstone of this growth. Leif Inge has been 
at the forefront in ensuring that all SalMar’s employees 
live up to the company’s standards in this area every 
day. This commitment has produced solid results, both 
strategically and operationally. However, while deeply 
regretting Leif Inge’s decision to step down, we fully 
understand his desire to focus on other priorities.’

Boris Net Co. Ltd.
Copse Road, Fleetwood,

Lancashire, FY7 6RP U.K.
tel: 01253 874891

01253 779291
fax: 01253 778203

email: info@borisnet.co.uk
website: www.borisnet.co.uk

QUALITY NETS FOR FISH 
FARMING AND FISHING

marine and freshwater net pens
dyneema net pens
predation exclusion netting
antifouling coatings
lightweight total enclosure and curtain

 tarpaulins
single, pair and twin trawls
seine nets
ISO 9001 : 2000 certified manufacturer

Marit Solberg

organising their 4th Annual 
Fish Farmers’ Symposium 
and Aquaculture Trade Fair 
in Kampala.

The event, scheduled for 12-
14 January 2010, is organised 

operative Society and will ad-

farming enterprises including 

feeds, adding value, marketing 
and current support services 
to private sector aquaculture.

There is also an aquaculture 
trade fair where farmers will 
display state-of-the art aqua-
culture production technol-

to various aquaculture-relat-

Contact: The Secretary, 
WAFICOS, P. O. Box 6213, 
Kampala. Tel: +256 (0) 312-

yahoo.com

Ugandan
aquaculture show

4 5

- NEWS pages give an overview of the latest 
international news.

- BRIGHTER pages full of essential information.
- RELEVANT

research and industry.

Serving worldwide aquaculture since 1977

Fish Farmer

For subscription information see website: 

www.fishfarmer-magazine.com
Tel: +44 (0)1631 568000
Fax: +44 (0)1631 568001

ONLY £75.00 UK only

Subscribe Now!

Post completed form to: Fish Farmer Magazine, Craigcrook Castle, 
Craigcrook Road, Edinburgh, EH4 3PE

NORWAY SPECIAL

PLUS • Orkney salmon • Stirling shellfish • EAS and more

VOLUME 34           NUMBER 05         SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2011

Serving worldwide aquaculture since 1977

PDMonitor

A new programme to help you get

the best out of Norvax® Compact PD

NEW

Norvax® Compact PD contains inactivated Salmonid alphavirus (SAV). POM-V. Slice® contains Emamectin benzoate.

POM-V. Additional information and advice is available from your veterinary surgeon. Norvax® and Slice® are the

property of Intervet International B.V. or affiliated companies or licensors and is protected by copyrights, trademark

and other intellectual property laws. Copyright © 2011 Intervet International B.V., a subsidiary of Merck & Co., Inc.,

Whitehouse Station, NJ, USA. All rights reserved. Further information can be obtained from MSD Animal Health,

Walton Manor, Milton Keynes MK7 9AJ. Tel: 03700 603380.

To help you monitor the efficacy of Compact PD 

and provide information to ensure best practice, 

MSD Animal Health has launched PD Monitor. 

Building on the success of Slice® Monitor, this new

approach brings together vaccination audits and

disease monitoring throughout the production 

cycle into one programme.

Working with the Company’s experts, your sites will 

be monitored within a planned protocol. Results and

recommendations can then be reviewed to determine

future Pancreas Disease control strategies.

To find out more about this new service – call our

Technical Manager on 03700 603380.

PDMonitor

08/09/2011   10:43:40

I WOULD LIKE TO SUBSCRIBE TO FISH FARMER MAGAZINE 

Company:  Contact Name:

Job Title:  Type of Business:

Address:

Post Code:  Tel:  Fax:

I enclose a cheque for £  made payable to The Oban Times Ltd

Please charge my Credit Card:  Visa    Mastercard    Access    Switch 

Card No.  expiry date 

Signature:  Name on Card:

The Hugh McKerrell Lecture  
Norma Davidson reports on the annual lecture

Speaker John Inglis, Christine McKerrell, treasurer Margaret Bruce and Tom McLeod, 
chairman of Arran Antiquarians.    
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Sannox Church to be saved from further decline.  
02_b47san01

John Inglis, speaker at 
the Arran Antiquarians.    
02_b47ant02
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Waxwing influx on Arran’s east coast.    Photo Brian Couper

Nordic nomads
arriving in numbers

Plant a hedge to 
give your garden 
shelter in winter

Garden Notes
By Bob McCaw

Winter winds can cause much 
damage to Arran’s gardens, 
and The Banner gardening 
correspondent Bob McCaw 
gives a few tips on protect-
ing your plants from the icy 
blasts

Winter is a good time to 
erect fences and plant hedges 
to lessen the effects of the 
weather and improving grow-
ing conditions. 

Fences unfortunately can 
get blown down on a stormy 
night but a hedge allows the 
wind to travel through it at a 
reduced speed, and more im-
portantly it provides shelter 
for wild life. 

Two problems arise when 
you are a gardener next to the 
coast; they are exposure to 
wind and salt. Wind shakes 
the plants and can cause 
conifers to turn brown, and 
the salt can also burn young 
shoots and leaves.

An evergreen hedge would 
be a good start, its foliage 
breaking the force of the 
wind’s impact, and giving 
shelter to the plants behind 
it. Leylandii cypress can be 
quite effective next to the sea, 

By Jim Cassels
Waxwings, Nordic nomads, 
are an ‘irruptive’ species, 
only arriving here in numbers 
in certain winters, dictated to 
a large extent by conditions 
in their native Scandinavia. 

This winter looks like being 
one of them. 

Over last weekend there 
were over a dozen reports of 
this species all from the east 
of the island ranging from 
Sannox in the north to the 
Heights between Lamlash and 
Whiting Bay in the south. 

These included: 40 at Inver-
cloy, 25 at Sannox and 50 on 
the Heights on 10 November;  
groups ranging from 60 to 
120 in the Cnoc na Dail area 
between Brodick and Lam-
lash on 11th ; and 25 in Brod-
ick Country Park, 60 in In-
vercloy and 60 near Lamlash 
Golf Course on 12th. The at-

traction in all cases seems to 
be berried trees. The last time 

the winter of 2010-2011. 
Waxwings can be very con-

of their large crest, pinkish 
brown body and eponymous 
waxy wings. Brian Couper’s 
photographs capture these 
stunning birds beautifully. 

The waxy tips are actu-
ally the extended shafts of 
the feathers, and the number 
seen will identify the age and 
sex of the bird, ranging from 
none on young females to 
eight on adult males. Listen 
out for their distinctive trill-
ing call too, sounding oddly 
reminiscent of ‘sid-little’.
Be prepared for them turning 
up anywhere where there are 
trees and bushes with bright 
red and orange berries even 
those on ornamental trees.

Escallonia macrantha.      b47esc01

Griselinia littoralis Brodick Gold.     b47gold01

but I sometimes feel that this 
is more of a nuisance as it is 
such a vigorous grower and 
often the cause of neighbour-
hood disputes.

On Arran, Escallonia in one 
variety or another is very 
popular. This evergreen with 
smallish leaves and of dense 
habit, carries a range of blos-

som pink, white, rose and red 
bloom from late spring to 
early autumn, and in the late 
evening gives off an aroma. 

One of the best Escallon-
ias for hedging is the variety 
Macrantha.

This is possibly the most 
common Escallonia for 
coastal hedging, its dense 
bushy and shiny leaves are 
about 4cm by 2cm and the 
rose red blossom is numerous 
but quite small.

One of the most successful 
evergreen shrubs for planting 
next to the sea is Griselinia 
Littoralis, a native of New 
Zealand and named after an 
Italian botanist who lived 
during the 1700s. The leaves 

feeling, quite thick and round 

growing to approximately 
8cm.

If you don’t fancy just a 
plain green hedge the vari-
egated variety Griselinia 
littoralis variegata may be 
more colourful with green 
leaves edged or blotched with 
creamy white. 

But if you live on Arran or 
would like something to re-
mind you of Arran in your 
garden what could be better 
than Griselinia littoralis Brod-
ick Gold with its bright green 
and gold splashed leaves.

The best time to plant an 
evergreen hedge used to be 
March or April but nearly 
everything is grown in pots 
nowadays and you can plant 
anytime except when there is 
a frost in the ground.
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Call 01770 
302142.

Find us on 
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www.facebook.com/

arranbanner

Natural Historians
face dinosaur
stampede Arran is an important island in 

the story of fossils in Scotland
Last month Dr Neil DL Clark, 
curator of palaeontology at 
The Hunterian, University 
of Glasgow, gave an excel-
lent talk to the Arran Natural 
History Society on his experi-
ences of dinosaurs and fossil 
hunting in Scotland. 

He has provided a sum-
mary of his talk below.  
Scotland is well known for 
important fossils that mark 
important events in the evo-
lution of life on Earth. 

From some of the earliest 
forms of single celled organ-
isms to the development of 
marine animals, land animals, 
vertebrates and plants; Scot-
land has helped place missing 
pieces of the jigsaw. 

Part of the jigsaw missing 
in Scotland until 1982, were 
dinosaurs.

Since 1982, several differ-
ent types of dinosaurs have 
been found; sauropods, an-
kylosaurs, theropods, iguan-
odontids and perhaps some 
other small ornithopods. All 
dinosaurs from Scotland are 
from the Lower and Middle 
Jurassic rocks of the Isle of 
Skye, and the majority of the 
discoveries are footprints. 

One particular set of foot-

time, that theropod dinosaurs 
remained in family groups af-
ter hatching. These footprints 

Neil Clark and his 
dinosaurs. 

Dinosaur footprint on Skye. 

A Chirotherium footprint on Arran.

featured in the recent BBC 
television programme Dino 
Stampede and were com-
pared with some dinosaur 
trackways in Australia which 
are thought to represent a 
stampede.

New dinosaurs are continu-
ally being found on Skye and 
the most recent are some 
teeth of a sauropod and a 
theropod.

of a reptile that may have giv-
en rise to the dinosaurs called 
Chirotherium (hand-beast). 
This animal is so called be-
cause of the hand-shaped 
footprint.

Several hundred of these 
footprints have been found 
since about 1985 from Kildo-
nan to the King’s Caves north 
of Blackwaterfoot. 

Scotland continues to be 
an exciting country for fos-
sil discoveries with new 
links being made across 
gaps in our knowledge of the 
evolution of life every year.  
After giving his talk to the 
Natural History Society, Neil 
Clark generously agreed 
to visit the P1 – P3 class of 
Brodick Primary School who 
just happened to be doing a 
project on dinosaurs.

Neil delighted the class 
with his expertise and tales 

by passing around a very spe-
cial dinosaur fossil –copro-
lite - also known as dinosaur 
poo!

The next Natural History 
Society meeting is Thursday 
6 December when Lucy Wal-
lace will reveal ‘the secret di-

ary of an otter spotter’.
Talks start at 8pm at the 

Ranger Centre, Brodick 
Country Park, all welcome.

Arran is also an important 
island in the story of fossils 
in Scotland with the discov-
ery of footprints near Black-
waterfoot. These footprints 
turned out to be the footprints For more great offers visit: www.arranbanner.reader.travel

For more information or to book, please call:

01524 37500 Quote ARR

Organised by Omega Holidays, ABTA V4782, ATOL Protected 6081.
Single supplements applies on the break including 

hotel accommodation. Subject to availability.
For more information or to book, please call:

01524 771 701 Quote ARR
P0136

Operated by Cruise Connections. ABTA P0136. Prices shown are per person and based on two people sharing and are inclusive of taxes.  All prices and 
offers are subject to availability and reconfirmation. Prices were correct at the time of going to print. *only Middle Deck Cabins available on this date

6 Day Spring and Autumn in the Highlands 
Cruise from Inverness to Oban

The 54 passenger Lord of the Glens journeys through the Scottish countryside in spectacular 
style. From the moment you step aboard you are surrounded by the rich mahogany finishes 
of the reception area and lobby. The ship is magnificently appointed and is more in keeping 
with the standard expected of a stately country manor than that of a five-star ship. The cabins 

are tastefully decorated, comfortable and spacious with wonderful outside views.

Departure Dates Available: 7th, 17th* or 27th April 2013, 4th or 14th October 2013

Lower Deck Cabin £813 per person / Middle Deck Cabin £895 per person

This six day cruise incorporates the highlights of any cruise to the Scottish Highlands. Starting 
in Inverness, transit the Caledonian Canal to Loch Ness, Loch Oich, Loch Lochy and Corpach, 
which lies in the shadow of Ben Nevis. Travel on the West Highland Line to Glenfinnan, visit 

Tobermory and Duart Castle on the Isle of Mull, and enjoy a visit to a whiskey distillery before 
ending your cruise in Oban.

Excludes
o     International transportation 
o     Gratuities 
o     Visas (where required) 
o     Personal expenses 
o     Personal insurance

Includes
o     5 Nights’ accommodation on board the Lord of the Glens 
o     Full board (from dinner on day 1 to breakfast on the last day) 
o     Transfer from Oban to Inverness (at pre-determined times only) 
o     Sightseeing and excursions as detailed in the itinerary 
o     Port taxes

LAMLASH BOWLING CLUB

 BUFFET & PRIZEGIVING
The Drift Inn

SATURDAY 8 DECEMBER 2012
7 for 7.30pm

THE HOSPITAL SUPPORTS LEAGUE

Christmas Fayre
Sunday 9th December 

from 2pm Whiting Bay Hall

All the Usual stalls, win your Christmas cake 
Entry – Adults £1 Children over 5 50p

Includes Tea/Coffee & mince pies

Donations of Home Baking or 
items for Tombola gratefully 

received at the hall from 12pm

For table tops please phone 
Sheila Macleod on 700268

Come and enjoy an afternoon and 
help your hospital at the same time
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The Arran Banner 20 years ago

Last week Archie 
was outside the 
Scottish Episcopal 
Church of St 
Margaret in Whiting 
Bay. First correct 
answers came from 
Rowan Ross and 
John Cunningham. 
This week he is 
embarking on an 
exciting walk, but 
where will it lead 
him?     02_b47arc02

Archie?Where’s

If you think you know then post your answer on the website www.arranbanner.co.uk 
Or email us at: editor@arranbanner.co.uk

The Pillar Box
Sponsored by

The Pillar Box
Pet Food Suppliers, 

Fair Trade Gifts and Crafts
Shore Road, Whiting Bay
Tel: 01770 700205

New ranges of  horse essentials

Saturday 28 November, 1992
Man of the hills
Stewart Lambie, a founding 
member of Arran’s Mountain 
Rescue, is standing down as 
leader and handing over the 
reins to Alastair Hume of 
Brodick.

A member since it was 
founded in 1964; Stewart 
has now been its leader since 
1966.

‘It’s a good time to go,’ he 
said, and of Alastair, ‘He is 
able and can make a good de-
cision. He also has good lead-
ership qualities.’ 

Bute buses go to 
Arran
Western Scottish gained the 
bus contracts instead of Arran 
Transport this year.

Now in an astonishing 
move, it is almost certain Ar-
ran Transport will be awarded 
the subsidised bus contracts 
on Bute from January, wrest-

Fran James takes orders 
at last Saturday’s 
tasting day at Creelers 
Smokehouse designed 
to encourage the 
purchase of their goods 
as Christmas presents. 
b47twe04

Mountain Rescue members Stewart Lambie, left, and 
David Oakes, right. Stewart has stood down after 26 
years as AMRT leader. b47twe01

Two of the Adult Learning Opportunities’ Arran tutors, 
Iain Frame and Fiona Mutch are keen to hear from 
those who would like assistance with learning. b47twe02

Miss Madelaine Kennedy of McKelvie Road, Lamlash 
is one of 18 people who now have an Arran Lifeline 
system fitted. She is pictured with Laurette Wilson who 
looks after the systems. b47twe03

ing them from Western Scot-
tish.

Testy meeting for 
Tourist Board
The Douglas Hotel dining 
room was almost full on 
Tuesday when the Isle of 
Arran Tourist Board held its 
AGM.

Many questions were 
asked of the board, including 
Charles Hendry’s observation 
that it was ludicrous not to 
open the TIC on a Saturday.

‘It just isn’t worth it,’ said 
-

rie.

Clubhouse break in
Thieves broke into Lamlash 
Golf clubhouse in the small 
hours of Tuesday morning 

was empty.
They then removed the till 

and proceeded to ransack the 
goods on the shelves.

Great stockman 
dies
Robbie Stewart of The Cnoc, 
Kildonan died on Thursday.

He was one of Arran’s lead-
ing stockmen, specialising in 
Blue Faced Leicesters and at 
last September’s Ayr Lamb 
Sale he topped the list. 

Through his love of dogs 
he had also been the high-
est pointed dog handler of 
the sheep dog trials and had 
judged them too.
Less beds for
hospital
A meeting of Ayrshire and Ar-
ran Health Board this month 
approved a reduction in the 
bed complement of the Arran 
War Memorial Hospital from 
24 to 22.

It is considered that this 
smaller number is perfectly 
adequate for the demands put 
upon the hospital.
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North Ayrshire Council currently supports more than 
50 young people employed as apprentices at local 
firms by paying the wage subsidy of up to 50 per cent.

Independent Scotch whisky 
producer, Isle of Arran Dis-
tillers, has teamed up with the 
Agronomy Institute at Ork-
ney College UHI, part of the 
University of the Highlands 
and Islands, to produce a dra-
matic new single malt whisky 
made with Scotland’s oldest 
cultivated barley.

Thought to have been 
brought to the UK by the Vi-
kings over 1,000 years ago, 
Bere barley is notoriously hard 
to grow, but for those willing 
to persevere it can produce 

Until the 19th century Bere 
was one of the most impor-
tant Scottish crops and was 
widely grown by farmers and 
used by millers, brewers and 
distillers.

 Despite being a fundamen-
tal part of Scotland’s agricul-
tural heritage, the crop is now 
only commercially grown on 
islands off Scotland’s North 
and West coasts as it has been 
replaced by higher yielding 
modern varieties.

To challenge this, the 
Agronomy Institute and Ar-
ran Distillers have worked 
together to revive the spirit of 
this barley which generates a 

can be found in the new Ar-
ran Malt Orkney Bere.

Due to hit stores at the be-
ginning of December, Ork-
ney Bere has been matured 
for eight years in ex-bourbon 
barrels and the spirit devel-

-

Distillery brings 
back Bere barley

The Isle of Arran Distillery has 
produce a dramatic new single malt 
whisky made with Scotland’s oldest 
cultivated barley. b47whi01NO

ed. Just 5,800 bottles will be 
available for sale.

Euan Mitchell, managing di-
rector of Isle of Arran Distill-
ers, said: ‘As an independent 
distillery we have the free-
dom to try different things 
and we’re constantly looking 
for new ways to interest and 
excite people who enjoy ex-
cellent malt whiskies.

 ‘Due largely to lack of 

with its cultivation, there are 
only a few distilleries which 
use Bere, but it can produce 
fantastic results and is part of 
Scotland’s heritage. We’ve 
worked with Orkney College 

forgotten crop and offer our 
customers a taste of pure his-
tory with this limited edition 
malt.’

Peter Martin, Director of the 
Agronomy Institute at Orkney 
College UHI, said: ‘Work-
ing with Arran Distillers on 
this Orkney Bere whisky has 
been very exciting and I hope 
its release will help to awak-
en interest in this historically 
important Scottish crop. 

‘Bere is an under-utilised 
Scottish food and drink re-
source – there 
are not many 
other ancient 
cereals still 
in cultivation 
which can be 
used for mak-
ing whisky, 
beer and a wide 
range of bak-
ery products!’
The Arran Malt 
Orkney Bere 

ripe apples, oak 
and rich spices. 

The spirit has 
an ABV of 46 
per cent and has 
developed in 
American oak 
barrels with no 

-
ours and non-

A true collec-
tor’s edition, 
you can buy the 
whisky online 
at http://www.
arranwhisky.

com and specialist whisky 
shops.

More modern
apprenticeships
for North Ayrshire
Plans are in place to support 
more than 400 young people 
in apprenticeship schemes 
in North Ayrshire during the 
next two years.

Councillors have agreed 
around £400,000 of invest-
ment to increase the target 
for the number of the coun-
cil’s Modern Apprenticeship 
places from 90 to 180.

As well as directly employ-
ing Modern Apprentices, the 
council also supports local 
businesses to employ young 
people by paying a wage sub-
sidy.

North Ayrshire Council cur-
rently supports more than 50 
young people employed as 

paying the wage subsidy of 
up to 50 per cent, with plans 
to expand the scheme to more 
than 200 during the next two 
years.

Council Leader Councillor 
Willie Gibson said: ‘Helping 
young people get access to 
skills and training, as well as 
providing them with employ-
ment opportunities, are key 
objectives for the council.

‘Modern Apprenticeships 
provide training and employ-
ment opportunities for young 
people.

‘We know that North Ayr-

shire has one of the highest 
levels of unemployment in 
Scotland.

‘That is why we are taking 
measures such as increasing 
the number of young people 
we support through our Mod-
ern Apprenticeships.’

An existing scheme current-
ly employs 25 Craft Appren-
tices in building services.

Last year North Ayrshire 
Council increased its number 
of Modern Apprentices from 
35 to 90.

Additional Modern Appren-
ticeship opportunities will in-
clude areas such as customer 
services, landscape design, 
professional cookery, arbori-
culture and information and 
computer technology.

Follow us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbanner
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in association with Isle of Arran Brewery
Whats on

www.arranbrewery.com

To appear in What’s On telephone the Arran Banner 01770 302142

Everyday
Arran Brewery Open Mon-Sat 10am-5pm, Sunday 12.30pm-4.30pm
Arran Brewery Tour 2pm

Brodick Castle, Garden Open Daily 9am-Dusk

Saturday 24th November 
Army Cadets, Auchrannie Road 11am – 1 pm. 
Over 21s Disco Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Karate Auchrannie Games Hall, 11.30am-12.30pm
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Arran Dancers (4yrs & up) Arran High School, 10am
Junior Badminton Club Auchrannie Sports Hall 1-3pm Ages 5-16
RNLI Shop Lamlash Pier, 2pm – 4pm
Arran Farmers Society Dance Kinloch Hotel, 7pm
Santa Sparkle Lamlash Front Green, 2-8pm

Sunday 25th November
Alcoholics Anonymous Church Hall, Brodick, 4.30pm
New Al-Anon Meeting Brodick Church Hall, 4.30 – 6 pm. 
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm-5pm
Open Mic Session Eden Lodge, Whiting Bay, 2pm-5pm
Santa Sparkle Lamlash, Front Green, 11am - 4pm

Monday 26th November
Over 50s Badminton Lochranza Village Hall, 2pm-4pm
Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Ladies Netball High School sports hall – seniors, 7.30-9pm
Citizens Advice Ormidale Pavilion, 9.30-1.30pm
Breathe Walk class Kinneil, Lamlash, 5.15pm
Table Tennis Corrie Hall, 6.30pm
Quiz Eden Lodge, Whiting Bay, 8.30pm
Badminton Auchrannie Sports Hall, 7-9pm
Lamlash Bridge Club, Lamlash Golf Club, 7pm for 7.15pm
Outside Boot Camp Whiting Bay Park 6am
Boot Camp Outside Kinloch Hotel, 6.30pm – 7.30pm
Volleyball Club Auchrannie Games Hall, 7-8pm 
Arran junior football Club Ormidale Park, 6pm –7.30pm
Lunch club Mckelvie Road, Lamlash, 12 noon
Circuit Auchrannie Spa, 6-7pm

Tuesday 27th November
Pop Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Youth Club Kildonan Hall, 7pm
Rotary Club Glencloy Suite, Auchrannie, 7.15pm
Melody Movement, Ballet Class 2 ½ yrs up Auchrannie Dance Studio, 2pm
Dudes & Divas Funky Dance Class 2 ½ yrs up Auchrannie Dance Studio, 2pm
Youth Club Brodick Hall, 6.30pm-8pm
Zumba Fitness Class Arran High School, 6.30-7.30pm
Weight Watchers St Molios, Church Hall, 7pm
Rink Games Blackwaterfoot Bowling Club, 2pm

Junior Hockey Club 8yrs up Auchrannie Sports Hall, 6-7pm
Country Dancing Brodick Church Hall 7.30pm
Rowan Singers Rehearsals Lamlash Church 7.30pm 
Auchrannie Winter Bowls Auchrannie, 7pm-9pm
Healthy Outdoors: Conservation, exercise, well being 10am-1pm NTS Ranger Centre
Cricket Practice Auchrannie Sports Hall 7 pm – 9 pm

Wednesday 28th November
Hockey Auchrannie Games Hall, 6.30-7.30pm
Tae Kwondo Arran high School – kids, 6.30-7.30pm, Adults, 7.30-8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30-9.30pm
Arran Brass Rehearsal Whiting Bay Hall, 7.15pm
Senior Badminton Arran High School, 8-9pm
Yogalates Auchrannie Studio, 9.30-10.30am

Music Mayhem Class Parents & little ones Auchrannie Dance Studio 10.45am
Kids Games Playbarn, Auchrannie, 5-6pm
AYF Film Making Club Brodick Church Hall, 4.30-6.30pm
Arran Heritage Museum Archives & Genealogy Services 10.30-12.30 & 1.30-3.30
Arran Absolute Beginners Runners 5.30pm, Auchrannie Spa Car Park.
Arran Advance Beginners Runners 6pm Auchrannie Spa Car Park 
Northend Football Training Lochranza, 7pm
Outside Boot Camp Whiting Bay Park   6am
Boot Camp Outside Kinloch Hotel, 6.30pm – 7.30pm
Dog Agility Class W/Bay Hall, Beginners/Kids 1-2pm. Been before 2.30-3.30pm
Arran Theatre & Arts Trust AGM Brodick Library, 5pm

Thursday 29th November
General Knowledge Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Lochranza Craft Club Hall, 2pm
Youth Club Youth Cabin, Lamlash, 7-9pm
General knowledge Quiz Kinloch Bar, 9pm
Zumba Fitness Club Arran high School, 6.30-7.30pm
Live Country/Folk music Eden Lodge, Whiting Bay 8.30-10.30pm
Brodick Embroidery Group Brodick Library 7.30 p.m. – 9.30 pm
Brodick Bridge Club Brodick Golf Club, 7 pm for 7.15 pm
Auchrannie Winter Bowls Auchrannie, 7pm-9pm
Ladies Netball Club Lamlash sports hall, 7.30-8.30pm
Lunchbox Ormidale Pavilion, 12.30-2.30pm
Arran Runners AGM Ormidale Hotel, 7.30pm

Friday 30th November
Aqua Fizz Auchrannie Hotel Pool, 9.45-10.30am
Yogalates Auchrannie Studio, 10am-11am
Arran Youth Foundations Church Hall, Brodick 7pm-9pm
Weight Watchers Ormidale Pavilion, 5.30pm
Lochranza Kids Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6-8pm
Lochranza Adults Badminton Lochranza Hall, 8pm
Disco Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Outside Boot Camp Whiting Bay Park   6am
Quiz Whiting Bay Golf Club, 8pm
Arran Ceilidh Dance Group Corrie Hall 8 – 10pm
Coffee morning Corrie/Sannox Village Hall 10.15am All welcome
Shop Arran weekend All Day

Saturday 1st December
Mixed Doubles Darts Catacol Hotel, 7.30pm
Army Cadets Auchrannie Road 11am – 1 pm. 
Over 21s Disco Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Karate Auchrannie Games Hall, 11.30am-12.30pm
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Arran Dancers (4yrs & up) Arran High School, 10am
Junior Badminton Club Auchrannie Sports Hall 1-3pm Ages 5-16
RNLI Shop Lamlash Pier, 10.30am-12.30pm
Shop Arran All Day
Christmas Market Whiting Bay Hall, 11am - 2pm
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Property

COTTAGES & CASTLES
Arran and Scotland’s Leading Holiday Houses

Flexible Service for owners
Tel: 01738 451610 

www.cottages-and-castles.co.uk

UNDER

£30
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED
ITEMS INTO CASH!

ARRAN BANNER CLASSIFIEDS

The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ
Tel: 01770 302142  Fax: 01770 302021

Email adverts@arranbanner.co.uk     www.arranbanner.co.uk

Simply complete the 
form and return to the 

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE TUESDAY 4.00pm
NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE

ITEM...........................................................................................................................
DESCRIPTION...........................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................
PRICE .............................................TELEPHONE .....................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON

Drive Times

ISUZU TROOPER 
COMMERCIAL 4X4

£1500

Aug 2002, Diesel, 173595 miles, 
MOT July 2013, rear seats, tow bar.

Tel: 01770 600242

Public Notices
MG ROVER 

2002

£500 ono

9 months MOT
Good condition

Tel: 01770 870276

WANTED
Kiln wanted glass or ceramic 
anything considered Tel:01770 
600386
Freezer wanted please - upright 
or chest, fridge/freezer consid-
ered. Up to £50 paid. 302331

UNDER £30

Tel: 870245
Teak Bureay with draw and cup-
boards v.g.c – can deliver £20 
Tel: 01770 700636

– Offers Tel: 01770 850294
Denby ware Manor Green, vari-
ous pieces - cups & saucers, small 
bowls, small plates £17.50, Bra-
bantia Food Warmer new in box 
- for the table £15, Breville 4.3L 
Slow Cooker, as new, with in-
struction book £12.50 Tel:01770 
600238

25 KW, Used Once, £30,Tel:Lisa 
on 70026
2 solid black kittens £20 each 
and mother also free to good 
home Tel:870257

Guinea pig /rabbit cage, 4ft by 
2ft plus sleeping quarters £25
01770 820603

302851
-

able kitchen table 4 chair £20, 
Mahogany & Glass cabinet £15, 
Total gym exercise bench com-
plete with exercise manual £25, 
24”Sony TV & Stand £30 Tel: 
01770 303694

OVER £30

Tel: 810609 or 07826469149
Kids battery operated quad bike 
– hardly used, charger included 
£50 Tel:850569

FREE TO UPLIFT
Bagged Manure at Oakbank, 
Lamlash.  £1 per bag donation to 
Arran RDA.  Tel 01770 600752.

Recruitment

BUSINESS
FOR LEASE

LONG LET

NO DOGS

Tel: 07909 967308 or 870309

AGM

All Members & Non Members Welcome

AGM

AGM
Arran Runners

Ormidale Hotel
Thursday 29th November 2012

7.30pm
All Welcome

Now recruiting temporary staff 
to bake and package oatcakes
for the busy Christmas rush

Call 302280 or call in 
at the Brodick shop for a quick interview.

PEUGEOT 206 ESTATE

£1600 ono

2 litre hdi diesel engine, 70,000miles
1 years MOT, Good Condition

Tel: 07818811513 – (Arran)
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Incidentals 
Arran

Happy computers on 
Arran since 1983

Bill Stewart
T. 830343

Iain
Murchie

Plastering
Taping and Coving
Roughcasting and

 Cement work
Slating and Roof work
Floor and Wall Tiling

01770 600331

Iain
Murchie

Plastering
Taping and Coving
Roughcasting and

 Cement work
Slating and Roof work
Floor and Wall Tiling

01770 600331

PLASTERER

COMPUTING SERVICES

PAINTER AND DECORATOR

TREES

Tree & hedge cutting and clearing
Brush Cutting and strimming.

All types of fencing
Call Jamie McKinnon: 

01770 810 222 or 07760 247201

COMPUTING SERVICESFURNITURE RESTORATION MAINTENANCE

Andrew Ross-Bain
Chimney Sweeping 

Tel 01770 870214
Mobile 07810820374
andyrossbain@live.co.uk

Don’t give poor 
Santa a fright

Clean your 
Chimney for 
Xmas Night

Andrew Ross Bain 
will do it for you

To stop old Santa 
from saying “atchoo”

JOHN DIVINE
FURNITURE, 

RESTORATION & REPAIR

FRENCH POLISHING

UPHOLSTERY
Blackwaterfoot – 

Isle Of Arran
Mob: 07733 738127

Email: john@
thornybankwoodcraft.co.uk

This stunning shot of Cir Mhor and Goat Fell was captured by John Martin from the ridges of Casteal Abhail last summer. b47cas01NO 
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THANK YOU

CHURCH NOTICES

Announcements

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

BIRTH

IN MEMORY

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

 (in full communion with the 
Church of England)

 St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay 
Sunday 25th November

Holy Communion, 11.00am
 Mrs Janis Gallagher.
Coffee after service. 

Wednesday 28th November 
Holy Communion, 12.15 pm.

ALL WELCOME

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Sunday 25th November

Brodick Church, 10.30am, 
Corrie Church, 12noon,
Lochranza and Pirnmill 

Churches
Service at Pirnmill Church at 

10.15am,
Shiskine Church, 12noon, 

A Service of Worship will also 
be held in Montrose House at 

1.30pm.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share”

Sunday 25th November
Mrs. Liz Clarke
Kilmory 10am

Lamlash 11.30am
In both churches:

All welcome, including
families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

HOLY CROSS
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Sunday Morning Mass 11 am

WHITING BAY AND
 KILDONAN 

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
 (Charity Number: SC014005) 

Sunday 25th November
 Worship will be conducted by 

Mrs Sharon MacLeod,
at 10.30am.

 All welcome.
Tea and coffee will be served in 
the Transept after the service. 

The Church Christmas Card, to 
be sent to all members, will be 
available to be signed, and all 

proceeds will go to charity
At 7pm in the transept, there 
will be an informal service of 
praise, prayer and discussion. 

All most welcome.

ARRAN BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday 25th  November
Ormidale Sports Pavilion, 

Brodick
11am Morning worship

Tea/Coffee after the service
Home Fellowship Group meets 

on Wednesday at 7.30pm,
For details telephone 860 232

Everyone very welcome.

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

Services as follows
Shiskine 11.00am (Church on 
road between Blackwaterfoot 

and Machrie)
Brodick 7pm (Church behind 

Service will be taken by
 Dr Graham Keith

All welcome

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND
(continuing)

Sunday 25th November
Morning Service 11am
Trust Housing Lounge,
Glen Estate, Brodick

Evening Service 6.30pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick

Wednesday 28th November
 Prayer Meeting at 7pm

5 Glen Road
All welcome

 RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS, QUAKERS

Sunday 25th November
at 11am in Dippin House,

Dippen.
   Enquiries to Judith 820223.

All are welcome.
 Come and experience the quiet 

of a Quaker Meeting.
  Quakers believe that there is 

“that of God” in each one of us, 
and try to live life accordingly.

  We worship together and
without Leaders.

  Laying aside the humdrum 
busy-ness of daily life, we seek 
a deeper place, open to the pres-
ence of God within and amongst 

us all.  Do join us.

Whiting Bay Golf Club’s ladies enjoyed their prizegiving dinner at the Trafalgar 
restaurant on Thursday 15 November. 

Shiskine Golf Club 
Sunday 18 November, Gents 
12 Hole Medal, 26 played. 
First Class: 1 C Rae 46-7=39, 
2 B Sherwood 47-6=41, 3 S 
Black 47-5=42 BIH. Scratch 
A Gallagher 46 BIH. 

Second Class: 1 W Robert-
son 54-13=41, 2 C McGlone 
52-8=44, 3 J Culpan 55-
10=45. Magic twos from G 
Hay at the 7th and D K Hend-
erson at the 11th.

Fixtures: Gents: Saturday 
24 November, Alan C Ban-
natyne Memorial Quaich and 
Lochranza Match 1.30pm. 
Sunday 25 November, Jim 
Allison Trophy (Missionaries 
v Natives) 1.30pm shotgun 
start. Saturday 1 December, 
12 Hole Medal and Winter 
Cup 1pm.

Arran Golfers Association 
Winter League/Duncan Tro-
phy 2012/ 2013.

The second round matches 

will be played at Machrie 
Bay on Sunday 2 December, 
draw:

Machrie v Corrie at 8.30am, 
Lamlash v Whiting Bay at 
9.20am, Shiskine v Brodick at 
11.50am. 

Can all team captains re-
member to leave team sheets 
for Dougie please!

Brodick Golf Club
Results: Sunday 18 November 
saw the second round of this 
years Clochendichter played. 

The reigning Champions 
The Knowe played the Vil-

Hendry and Dougie Rob-

Knowe against Jimmy Armit 
and Lindsay Keir playing for 
the Village, and after a hard 
fought match the Village pair 
won.

Second out for The 
Knowe were Alastair Dobson 
and Kenny McMillan play-
ing the Village pair of Bruce 
Jenkins and Angus Raeburn 
with the Village pair winning.

 The third pair out for The 
Knowe were Bobby Mc-
Crae and David Hendry with 
Alistair Hume and Iain Sillars 
representing the Village with 
The Knowe pair winning.

Last out for The Knowe 
were Terry Raeside and Gor-
don Robertson against the Vil-
lage pair of John McKean and 
Billy Armit with The Knowe 
pair winning and preventing 

a major upset as The Knowe 
and the Village won four 
points each.

In the second match out, The 
Street played Alma. Repre-
senting The Street were Ewan 
McKinnon and Gordon Sillars 
with Peter McCalla and Bert 
McGunnigle playing for Alma 
with The Street duo winning
this game. 

The second pair out for The 
Street were Russell Duncan 
and Bryce Walker playing 
against Ian McDermid and 
Gus Robertson with the Alma 
pair winning.

 Third game was Finlay Sil-
lars and John Hartley for The 
Street playing Len Hartley 
and Jim Reid (not from Peter-
head ) playing for Alma, with 
the Alma pair winning this 
game.

 The last pair out for The 
Street were Ross Butchard 
and Nicol Hume playing the 
Alma pair of Donald McKin-
nie and Henry Tait with the 
Alma pair winning the match 
and Alma winning six points 
to the Streets two.

These results give the league 
table after two rounds: The 
Knowe 10, Alma 8, Village 8,
The Street 8.

Next round is on Sunday 16 
December with the Christmas 
Dinner after the Golf.

Fixtures: Sunday 25 No-
vember Winter Cup draws at 
9am and 12noon, Sunday 2 
December AGA Duncan Tro-
phy winter league. Brodick 
2 December Sweep draws at 
9am and 12noon for those not 
playing in the AGA Duncan 
Trophy.

Machrie Golf Club 
Tuesday 13 November, Winter 
Cup. 1 David Price 60, 2 Bri-
an Sherwood 68, 3 Elizabeth
Ross 74 BIH. Scratch David
Price 70.
Fixtures: Tuesday 27 No-

vember, Winter Cup tee off 
12pm. Saturday 1 December,  
Lochranza Hotel Cup and 
Freebie Final 12pm tee off. 
Freebie Finalists: C Laing, B 
Sherwood, D Price, J Milesi, 
S Hill, J Pennycott, R Woods, 
M Hesp, D Jeffrey, W Kelso, 
S Brooks, J Turnbull, A Bur-
nett, S Murray, H McClelland, 
D Sherwood, E Ross, A Mac-
Donald and E Kelso. 

Lamlash Golf Club
Thursday 15 November, Yel-
low Medal - non-qualifying 
for handicap. 1 Andy Smith  
73-16=57, 2 Graeme Andrew 
70-10=60. Two from Jim 
Young at the 16th.

Sunday 18 November, W/
Bay v Lamlash - non-qualify-
ing for handicap. 1 Graeme 
Andrew 38pts, 2 Paul James-
on 37pts, 3 Lee Girbow 37pts. 
Best scratch Lee Girbow 34 
pts to Stableford.

 Twos from Ian Bremner at the 
4th and 16th, Jamie Macpher-
son at the 5th and Graeme
Andrew, Danny Head, Lee 
Girbow, Paul Jameson, Duane 
Coetzer all at the16th. Result 
of Match Lamlash 5 W/Bay 
1.

Fixtures: Sunday 25 No-
vember, Winter Stableford 
counting round for Handicap 
but NO ball lift at 6th and 7th 
fairways. Thursday 29 No-
vember, Yellow Medal - draw 
at 11am. 

Whiting Bay Golf Club 
Ladies: Some of the Whiting 
Bay ladies got together for 
their prizegiving dinner on 
Thursday 15 November.
Huge thanks go to those who 

came along and also to Gege 

as always, provided a great 
meal!
Retiring ladies captain, Lynn 

Walker gave a note of thanks 
to everyone who has sup-
ported her over the past few 
years.
 All attendees received a 
‘goody bag’ of golf related 
paraphernalia including the 
most important must have for 
the season ahead - golf ball lip 
balm! (don’t ask).

Gents: Sunday 18 Novem-

-
ter Friendly matches between 
Whiting Bay and Lamlash at 
Lamlash.

The result was 5 games to one 
for Lamlash, leaving Whiting 
Bay with a bit of catching up 
to do in the return match at 
Whiting Bay in December. 
Hospitality was enjoyed in the 
clubhouse afterwards - many 
thanks to Lamlash.

Fixtures: Sunday 25 Novem-
ber, non-counting sweep from 
yellow tees.

MARSHALL
Ross and Amber are delighted 
to announce the birth of a son 
Mason in Invercargill, New 
Zealand on the 6th Novem-
ber.
A Brother for Briana and Py-
per.

MacKenzie
In loving memory of James.
Died 28th November 2004.
Sadly missed by Mum and all 
his family.

Jean Allan
The family of the late Jean 
Allan wish to express their 
sincere gratitude to all who 
helped Jean over the past few 
years.  Special thanks to Stro-
nach Day Care, home care 
and to all Cooriedoon Nursing 
Home for their care in recent 
months.
Thanks to friends and neigh-
bours for their support and 
kindness during their sad be-
reavement.
Thanks also to David & Clair 
Hendry for taking care of fu-
neral arrangements and Brod-
ick Bar for catering.
Thanks to Rev RC Christie for 
his support and for a comfort-
ing service.
Collection in aid of Alzheimer 
Scotland raised £231.50

Viv & Paul Bryan
Married 27th October

Would like to say a huge 
Thank-you to the 

Kinloch Hotel
Brodick Bar

And The Douglas Hotel
For making their wedding weekend

So special.

THANK - YOU
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Brodick Bridge Club
The results of the tournament 
on Thursday 15 November 
were as follows: N/S 1= Janie 
McLure and Ann McKelvie 
–380, 1= Tricia Martin and 
Douglas Hamilton +2880,2 Vic 
Iutz and Michael Iutz –820. 

E/W 1 Gee and Gee +2880, 2 
Peter Thomson and Janet Mc-
Bride –1420, 3 Helen Boyd 
and Jean Murchie +2300. 

Peter Murchie 
flies the Arran
flag 43 years on

Race is on for top pool spot David Brambles elected 
new Blackwaterfoot
Bowling Club President

Some of the Blackwaterfoot bowling prizewinners with 
their trophies.  

It looked as though Scotland 
rugby’s newest signing was 
on course to secure a cap for 
his Arran clan last weekend 
more than 40 years after one 
of his relatives was denied by 
fussy Scottish Rugby Union 

Peter Murchie had the 
chance to make his test debut 
when he lined up as a replace-
ment against South Africa at 

Sadly the 26-year-old didn’t 
make it on to the pitch so he’s 

cap.
However one of the proud-

est onlookers was  relative 
Iain Murchie from Lamlash, 
who laid his body on the line 

for his country for no reward

He had hoped to claim a 
long-term place in the side 
when he lined up at centre
against Argentina in 1969 

South America, but his big-
stage future was wrecked
when he shattered a shoulder, 
thanks to a horrendous high
tackle by the notoriously 
tough Alessandro Travaglini 
in Buenos Aires. 

Deemed worthy
In days gone by SRU of-

for matches against Argen-
tina because they were not 
deemed worthy rivals. 

Not only did Ian miss out but 

to be considered for any sub-
sequent full international.

And last week former Ar-
drossan Accies and West of 
Scotland ace Iain - a cousin 
of Pete’s dad Finlay - ad-
mitted he was thrilled that 
the family name could at 
long last be recognised in 
the Scottish rugby annals.
Scots coach Andy Robin-
son gave Glasgow hero Pete 

of Max Evans against the 
Springboks last weekend but 
he failed to appear on the 
pitch.

Iain Murchie said: ‘I have 
been following the fortunes of 
young Peter since he signed 

for the Warriors and he has 
certainly made a big impres-
sion this season - especially 
through his ability to play in 
so many positions.

Great opportunity
‘It was great to see him be-

ing chosen by Robinson in 
the provisional squad for the 
autumn Tests and it is very 
exciting that he has now been 
given a great opportunity to 
make his international de-
but.’

His sentiments were echoed 
by Andy Robinson, who said: 

the season with Glasgow and 
his desire to dominate in aeri-
al combat has been a factor in 
selection.’

Peter Murchie is Scotland rugby’s newest signing and 
he has an Arran link. 

David Brambles was elected 
the new President of Black-
waterfoot Bowling Club at 
their AGM on Thursday No-
vember 15 held at the Kin-
loch hotel. 

Jack Murchie, the outgoing 
President, outlined the high-
lights of the year. 

Vic Iutz, the Treasurer, and 
Jenny Harper, the outgoing 
Secretary, underlined that as 
a new bowls carpet is urgent-
ly required it is important to 
keep on fund raising.

A new committee was elect-
ed and will be: Vice President 
Peter Harper, Secretary Keith 
Thompson, and Match Sec-
retary Judith Porter. Vic Iutz 
continues as Treasurer and 
Reuben Betley was elected as 
a members’ representative.

The trophies for the season 
were then presented as fol-
lows:

Gents Singles, John Robin-
son; Ladies Singles, Marian 
Brambles; Club Pairs, Vic 
Iutz and Lorna Halliburton; 
Nominated Pairs, Vic Iutz 
and Ann Whattam; Triples, 
David and Marian Brambles 
and Ann Whattam. 

The Opening Trophy was 
won by Carole Stewart and 
the Thorburn Trophy by Mar-
ian Brambles.

The company then moved 
on to lunch and a fund rais-

The club is looking forward 
to the 2013 season and hope 
to interest new members of 
all ages.

As the Arran Pool League 
heads into the sixth week of 
the season there are two teams 
tied at the top of the table.

Whiting Bay Golf Club and 
PT1934 are both sitting on 

PT1934 moved up the table 
after a 7-3 defeat of Catacol 
last Thursday night. 

The PHT are now in third 
place with four points after 
their game against the Drift 

Inn was postponed. 
Meanwhile Mac’s Bar are 

now fourth after a 6-4 win 
over Kildonan.

The results were: Catacol 3 
PT1934 7 (G), Mac’s Bar 6 
Kildonan 4 (G), PHT v Drift 
Inn was postponed. 

This week Catacol take on 
the PHT, PT1934 are at home 
to the Drift Inn, Whiting Bay 
Golf Club play Kildonan and 
Mac’s Bar have a bye. 

Lamlash
Bridge Club
The tournament results on 
Monday 19 November were as 
follows: N/S 1 A Bilsland and 
T Martin +6370, 2 J McLure 
and A McKelvie +5270, 3 J 
and M Dick +4250.

E/W 1 M and D Bruce –
1660, 2 B Livingston and M 
Gardner –1700, 3 M and E 
Jones –3460. 

Arran Bridge results
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