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John Thomson Construction Ltd
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‘We won’t ignore our respon-
sibility to the people of Arran,’ 
North Ayrshire Council chief 
executive Elma Murray told 
the Banner, after the Straight 
Talking session in Brodick 
Hall on Tuesday.

As the Chancellor George 
Osborne prepared to unveil the 
biggest programme of spend-
ing cuts in the UK for decades, 
Arran’s local authority was 
examining the best ways of 
absorbing a projected £64 
million cut in funding over the 
next three years.

Ms Murray added: ‘We will 
be watching the Chancellor’s 
speech on Wednesday very 
closely, particularly to see 
whether he decides to protect 
certain areas of public ex-
penditure.’

Fifty-six local residents 
representing 32 community 
groups took part in the Arran 
Straight Talking session in 
Brodick Hall on Tuesday.

Five of these consultation 
sessions are being organised 
by the council around Arran 
and North Ayrshire.

Council leader David O’Neill 
said: ‘This is a new experience 
for us, engaging with the com-
munity. 

‘We don’t have a monopoly 
on all the good ideas and the 
experience so far has been 
very positive. 

‘These sessions mark the 
beginning of an ongoing con-
sultation process. 

‘The council aims to engage 

Straight talking council 
bosses warn of cash cuts

Alasdair Herbert, Elma Murray and David O’Neill on the top table at the North Ayrshire Council Straight Talking 
workshops in Brodick Hall.  02_b43nac01

with the people about how we 
can continue to provide good 
quality services with limited 
resources over the coming 
years.’

About 80 per cent of the 

the UK Government via the 
Scottish government. The re-
maining 20 per cent is gener-
ated through council tax and 
non-domestic rates.

The Straight Talking work-

shop on Tuesday was pre-
ceded by presentations from 
Councillor O’Neill, Ms Mur-
ray and Alasdair Herbert, 
corporate director, finance 
and infrastructure.

Mr Herbert pointed out that, 
looking on the bright side, the 
council could make savings 
of £25.5 million over three 
years by reducing its own 
transport costs and property 
portfolio, cutting the cost of 

buying services and equip-
ment, and by reducing the 
council workforce.

Councillor O’Neill added: 
‘I am reasonably confident 
at this stage that there will be 
no compulsory redundancies, 
and we will do our best to 
avoid this in the future.

‘We have contacted all our 
staff over 55 to see if they 
might take early retirement or 
be interested in job-sharing.’

He admitted: ‘We know 
that issues on the island are 
different; Arran has half the 
landmass of North Ayrshire 
but 5,000 population com-
pared to 130,000.’

It was revealed by the coun-
cil leader that among its many 
services, NAC collects around 
72,600 tonnes of household 
waste a year, buries about 
1,000 people, maintains and 
manages 1,025 kilometres of 

roads, processes 900 planning 
applications and investigates 

As an example of the enor-
mity of the task, Ms Murray 
pointed out that from a total 
annual budget of £345 million, 
the required savings could 
be made by closing all nine 
secondary schools and 20 pri-
maries, putting 846 teachers 
out of work. 

This, of course, was only 
hypothetical, but brought 
home to the delegates just how 
serious the situation is.

Six groups of residents got 
into workshops and examined 
five areas of expenditure, 
ranging from education to 
health, community services, 
environment and older people. 
Each group had an advisor to 
take notes on their delibera-
tions, which were summarised 
later by Leslie Thomson of 
independent facilitators.

Ms Murray stressed: ‘This 
is just a start. There will be 
other possibilities for input 
and public participation. It 

process.
‘Some of what we have heard 

what we already thought, but 
there have been some interest-
ing new suggestions.’ 

She told the delegates: ‘We 
look forward to undertaking 

journey with you.’
A report on the overview of 

the Straight Talking sessions 
will be available on the coun-
cil’s website and in council 
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The A841 between Lamlash
and Brodick was closed on
Tuesday afternoon after a
minibus left the road above
Lamlash Golf Club.

A road crash report was
received by local police at
2.30pm.

Two ambulances and a pa-
tient passenger transport vehi-
cle attended the scene to assist
with the casualties.

The six passengers, aged
between 78 and 96 years old,
were taken to Arran War Me-
morial Hospital and treated
for minor injuries. One eld-
erly woman was detained in
hospital overnight. The road
was closed for 25 minutes and
police praised the patience of
other road users.

No other vehicle was in-
volved in the incident and
police enquiries are continuing
into the cause of the crash.

On Saturday night, October
16, there were two separate
accidents on The Heights.

One car crashed through a
hedge and another came off
the road and dismantled a
garden shed.

Local police say that they
are concerned at the poor level
of skill shown by some road
users. Sergeant Bob MacKay
said: ‘The manner of driving
by some younger drivers is
placing other road users at
risk.’

Window broken
A window was broken at

weekend. Police are appealing
for any information.

Like all local authorities across
the country, North Ayrshire
Council requires to make

services over the next three
years.

The total budget for Social
Services is £84 million and
more than half of this is spent
on purchasing services from
the independent sector.

As part of this savings proc-
ess, the council is proposing
to change the way it delivers
Care at Home services.

They say that they want to
maintain and improve the cur-
rent levels of service for users
while providing a saving of £1
million over the next two years
on the current annual Care at
Home budget of £11 million.

Councillor Peter McNamara,
portfolio holder for Com-
munity Services, said: ‘North
Ayrshire Council faces sig-

over the next few years. The
requirement to reduce costs,
combined with rising demand,
has placed a lot of pressure on
the Care at Home service.

‘In order to continue to pro-
vide services to the elderly
population of North Ayrshire,
the council has to identify
savings within Care at Home
services.

Brodick 200 Club
Congratulations to Mrs Lorna
MacDonald and Mrs Helen
Boyd, the September and Oc-
tober winners of Brodick 200
Club’s £50.

The volunteers in Brodick Church Hall last Saturday who organised the Soup and 
Sandwiches event to raise money for the children in Kalimpong. 01_b43kal01 

Care at Home services re-examined
by the council

The fantastic sum of £850 was raised last
Saturday when a Soup and Sandwiches event
was held in aid of the Dr Graham’s Homes
in Kalimpong.

Held in Brodick Church Hall, the event was
organised by local people who have made
the journey through India to the school for
orphaned children.

Janice Small from Brodick said: ‘Sincere

Soup and sandwiches for Kalimpong
thanks are due to Brodick Church for pro-
viding such a well equipped hall and to
all those who supplied soup, sandwiches
and raffle prizes, your efforts are much
appreciated.

‘Most of all though, our gratitude to those
who turned out and supported this worth-
while cause, the children of Dr Graham’s

‘One way of doing this is to
change the ratio of in-house
and independent sector de-
livery.’

The council’s Executive
considered a range of pro-
posals this week, including
restructuring the management
of Care at Home services,
saving £200,000 per year and
increasing the percentage of
independent sector delivery
of Care at Home services from
the current 28 per cent to 50
per cent - saving £800,000
over two years.

there will be no need to trans-
fer staff to the private sector.  

At the same time new jobs
will be created in the inde-
pendent sector, assisted by the
Council’s Economic Develop-
ment service.

Councillor McNamara add-
ed: ‘An increase in the amount
of delivery purchased from
the independent sector to 50
percent would see savings of
around £400,000 per year over
the next two years.

‘The centralisation of North

units into one single unit would
also save around £200,000 and
the new model for the manage-
ment and delivery of the Care
at Home service has been
designed to maintain and im-
prove the service and increase

The council is confident that
there will be no need to transfer 
staff to the private sector

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/arranbanner

SLIDDERY SUPPLIES
Stockists and Suppliers of 

Agricultural and General Hardware
SLIDDERY SUPPLIES 

WILL BE CLOSED, 
THURSDAY 28th, Friday 29th 
& SATURDAY 30th OCTOBER

Tel: 870 225
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8-seater taxis available

Ardrossan Harbour to:

Glasgow Airport £30.00

Prestwick Airport £25.00

Glasgow Centre £38.00

Irvine £15.00

Crosshouse £21.00

Kilmarnock £23.00

Troon Harbour £21.00        

Ayr £30.00

Ayr Hospital £32.00

Seamill Hydro £14.00

Largs £21.00

Let us transport you 

DIRECT
to your destination

Return bookings and other 
prices on request.

Extensions
Renovations
Garages

DIY Supplies
Drainage
Plant Hire
UPVC Cladding
Kitchens
Bathrooms
Laminate Flooring 
Tiling

Timber treatment & Chemical DPC 
with 30 year guarantee
Glazing (24 hour service)
Conservatories
Replacement Windows 
(aluminium, PVC, timber)

Beach work 
starts at last
on the sea defences on Brodick 
beach this week.

The southern end of the 
beach adjacent to The Boat-
house has been closed to 
the public since March after 

-
ment led to erosion and mate-

to spill onto the beach.
Now local contractor Mur-

chie Sand and Gravel has 

other parts of the beach to 

of the beach. 

around two months.

-

-

Brodick to discuss claims that 

Small said: ‘There are three 

the top of the beach instead 

-

visited the island on Wednes-

The start of remedial work on Brodick beach on Tuesday.     02_b43bea01

-

-
es to have access to shops and 
local facilities.

be used for hospital appoint-

continue to operate a separate 
patient transport service.

from 8am until 5.30pm and 
the vehicle will pick up and 
drop off as near as possible 

island.

the bus. 

The MyBus service is designed to help people of all ages 
who have difficulty using standard buses to have access 

to shops and local facilities. 01_b43bus01

break comes 

-

-
ond week.

-

schools have taken the same 
October week as mainland 
schools plus the week be-

continue to be the case for 

-

in the West of Scotland before 

Teachers.

-

for a detached house on a site 

-

-
nal appearance criteria.
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ARDROSSAN
HARBOUR
TO YOUR DESTINATION

Mainland Taxi’s
07921 998457
01294 463556
Glasgow Airport £30
Prestwick Airport £23
Irvine Central Hospital £14
Crosshouse Hospital £20
Ayr Hospital £30
Troon Harbour £21
Seamill Hydro £12
Kilmarnock £22
Ayr £27
For other quotes just ask!

Friendly Reliable Service
GUARANTEED

7 SEATER WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE VEHICLE
AVAILABLE

Bollards scheme
for Middle Road

This weekend, the island of
Arran will be the setting for
a major conservation event
designed to coincide with the
UN’s conference on biodiver-
sity in Japan.

The symposium at the Out-
door Education Centre in
Lamlash is jointly sponsored
by the Community of Arran
Seabed Trust (COAST) and
the University of the West
of England and will bring
together 40 delegates not
only from coastal interests in
Scotland but also represent-
ing community organisa-
tions, NGOs, government
and research institutes, some
based elsewhere in the UK
and abroad.

The symposium will focus
on the concern that unsustain-

-
land’s inshore waters.

The group will discuss ways
of reversing the damage and
will look at how coastal com-
munities can get involved
to a much greater extent in
safeguarding and improving
marine biodiversity and pro-
ductivity.

COAST has piloted the
way forward in convinc-
ing the Scottish government

protection ‘no take’ zone in
Lamlash Bay.

This relatively small scheme
has caught the imagination of
many other community based
organisations in Scotland and
elsewhere who would like to
achieve similar outcomes.

The symposium is to be held
at North Ayrshire Council’s
newArran Outdoor Education
Centre at Lamlash overlook-
ing the ‘no take zone’ over
three days beginning today
(Friday).

The uniqueness of this event
is that it has been organised
locally, is independent of
government and is tapping
into the considerable energy
and driving interest in com-

research institutions to turn
around the cycle of degrada-
tion that has resulted in loss

richness of our shoreline, and
a catastrophic loss of marine
biodiversity.

Ferry operators are being
urged to share more informa-
tion after a mechanical failure
caused the MV Isle of Arran 
to collide with a pier on the
Kintyre Peninsula earlier this
year.

The Caledonian MacBrayne
ferry, which was built in 1993
for the Ardrossan to Brodick
run, was carrying 14 passen-
gers when it struck the pier at
Kennacraig on 6 February.

No-one was hurt but the ves-
sel and pier were damaged.

A report on the incident
blamed the use of an incorrect
spare part that had not been

The Marine Accident Inves-
tigation Branch (MAIB) re-

port concluded: ‘This is one of
a number of recent accidents
in the shipping industry as a
whole in which complacency
has undermined the effective-
ness of ships’ crews.

‘Preventing complacency on
ferries, which are inevitably
engaged on regular and famil-
iar routes, is a challenge for all
ferry owners and operators.

‘Therefore, a recommenda-
tion has been made to the
UK Chamber of Shipping
designed to encourage and
facilitate the regular sharing
of experiences and initiatives
by UK ferry owners and
operators, with particular
emphasis on the prevention
of complacency.’

By Howard Driver

An order to close Middle Road

been made by North Ayrshire
Council.

And any objectors have just
28 days to voice their con-
cerns.

The title of the order is The
North Ayrshire Council (Mid-
dle Road, Whiting Bay, Isle of
Arran) (Stopping Up) Order
2009. If no objections are re-
ceived, then the order will be

The road will be closed by
a system of bollards west of
the entrance to Heatherhill,
allowing for pedestrian ac-
cess only.

This closure is associated
with the planned development
of 10 four-bedroom houses
in the field to the south of
Norwood Lodge and opposite
Heatherhill. The plans were
lodged by Quality Homes
Scotland of Houston in July
2008 and passed by North
Ayrshire Council in June 2009
with 11 conditions.

Objections to the develop-
ment were made by nine local
residents and Arran Com-

munity Council. Grounds
for objection were mostly

the closure of Middle Road
would raise questions of safe-
ty based on reduced access by
emergency vehicles.

Among the conditions were
that there will be six passing
places of 10 metres length

created on Golf Course Road
and Middle Road involving
road widening to a minimum

-
struction traffic will only
have access to the site from
the Golf Course Road end of
Middle Road.

At the time, Councillor
Margie Currie said: ‘Vehi-

cles such as bin lorries and
the emergency services will
have a key to lower the bol-
lards. This approval removes
the planning restrictions for
further development along
Golf Course Road.’

A right of pedestrian access
will be retained along the full
length of Middle Road.

An artist’s impression of 
how the bollards closing 
Middle Road might look.     

02_b43roa01

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/arranbanner

Ferry probe blames
crew ‘complacency’

Delegates to
discuss inshore

HONDA 
FOURTRACK QUAD

250cc
Low miles, low hours

VGC

£1750
Tel 600810

07979 416372

ARRAN’S SPECIALIST OUTDOOR SHOP

Cladach Visitor Centre | Brodick 
01770 302416  

Mon-Sat 9.30 - 5.00 Sun 11-4

OCTOBER
OFFER

10% OFF 
EVERYTHING
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Scottish Franchise of the Year 1999/2000
UK Entrepreneur of the year 2001/2002 from Braehead Farm, Sliddery 

Delivered frozen to your door, at a time convenient to you.
No order too small.

For orders or Pricelist contact Braehead Beef & Lamb 
Tel 870348

CLOSED FROM 2nd TO 20th OCTOBER 

ARRAN
REARED BEEF

& LAMBFree Range 
Eggs

Available

HENDRY’S FUNERAL SERVICES LTD
15 Glen Avenue, Brodick

Your Local Independent Funeral Director

All funeral arrangements

Agents for Golden Charter Funeral Plans 
and Robertson Memorials

Tel Clair on 01770 302233

Above:
Viewed through the 
eyes of those on the 

ground, Black Watch 
reveals what it means 
to be part of the legen-
dary Scottish regiment, 

what it means to be 
part of the war on ter-
ror and what it means 
to make the journey 

home again.
Photo by National Theatre of Scotland. 

A young Arran actor’s 

Paul Tinto from Lamlash is currently starring in the 
critically acclaimed production of ‘Black Watch’, which

is touring Britain and America. 
Photo by Roberta Doyle. 

Paul is one of two understudies, which means he has to learn five different parts 
instead of just one. Photo by National Theatre of Scotland. 

Four years ago a young actor 
from Arran used a rousing 
speech from the National 
Theatre of Scotland’s interna-
tionally acclaimed play ‘Black 
Watch’ as an audition piece for 
drama school.

Now, not only has Paul Tinto 
of Lamlash graduated from the 
London Academy of Music 
and Dramatic Art (LAMDA), 
he has been chosen to star in 
the very play that got him into 
stage school.

Paul is currently touring 
Britain as an understudy in 
the play that has been criti-
cally acclaimed as one of the 
greatest productions ever to 
be made.

‘To be starring now in the 
play I used in my audition 
is really quite amazing,’ said 
Paul. ‘Black Watch is one of 
those plays that my fellow 
actors hold up as the ultimate 
production - we all loved it 

‘To be able to say I’m part of 
the cast is wonderful.’

Paul is currently in Aber-

deen where they play is being 
performed but he has already 
appeared on the stage at the 
SECC in Glasgow and the 
cast will soon be heading to 
Belfast.

The play begins with the 

in the second Iraq war and 

notorious Camp Dogwood 
deployment just as it was an-
nounced the Black Watch regi-
ment was to be disbanded.

Paul is one of two under-
studies, which means he has 
to learn five different parts 
instead of just one.

‘Being an understudy is not 
to be scoffed at,’ he told The 
Banner. ‘It’s really hard work 
as I have to learn the lines, the 
songs and the movements of 

‘It means that I appear on 
stage about once a fortnight 

cast members are ill or unable 
to perform.’

So far Paul said he loves 
life on the road as a travelling 
actor.

After ‘Black Watch’ has 
toured the UK, the young ac-
tor will be heading to America 
where the play is to be per-
formed in a number of places 
including Washington, Chi-
cago and Austin, Texas. 

‘It is an exciting time for me,’ 
he said. ‘But in eight months 
time it will come to an end 
and I will need to look for 
more work.’ 

But until then Paul is making 
the most of it and is looking 
forward to meeting up with 
his parents, Graham and Bar-
bara, who will be seeing the 

Barbican Theatre in London 
in November.

IN THE OCTOBER ISSUE: RHONA MARTIN ON 
HER IDYLLIC AYRSHIRE CHILDHOOD  LANARK AIR 
SHOW JACK VETTRIANO INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS 
FEATURE BADGERS

 PORTMORE GARDENS  SHOOTING ON A 
SHOESTRING: OUR TOP TEN BUDGET SHOOTS 
TOP SPA HOTELS  RESTAURANT REVIEW: 

 GROUSE 
HUNTING WITH HAWKS  FABULOUS 
FOOD AT THE ALBANNACH

On sale now

Blackwaterfoot, The Isle of Arran  KA27 8ET
Tel: 01770 860444  Fax: 01770 860447
Email: reservations@kinlochhotel.eclipse.co.uk
Website: www.bw-kinlochhotel.co.uk

HALLOWEEN 
HOOLIE
Sunday 31st October
from 7pm until midnight 

in the public bar
FREE DRINK FOR ALL THOSE IN 

FANCY DRESS COSTUME
• Quiz • Bingo • Wheel of Fortune

Bottle of Bubbly £5
Prize for best guiser
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Arran mums and dads have
the chance to learn more about
their children’s education
and development at a paren-
tal involvement conference
organised by North Ayrshire
Council.

The event for all North Ayr-
shire parents will be held at
St Matthew’s Academy in
Saltcoats this Saturday Octo-
ber 23 and is free, including a
buffet lunch.

It will help parents and

schools, including information
on theActive Schools projects,
Curriculum for Excellence and

-
cations. Places can be booked
by phoning Frances on 01294
324459.

Older residents
advised to attend
bowel screening

Child’s suit
jacket lost
A child’s dark grey suit jacket

somewhere between Brodick
Bar and Lamlash on October
8.

It had only been worn once
for a funeral.

If found please call 600790.

Youngsters enjoy Road
Safety training day

Fiona Bulger and Trefor Goronwy from Corrie Primary School, pictured in green 
sweaters, were invited to attend the Road Safety training day in Irvine. 

Two enthusiastic young pupils
from Corrie Primary School
joined youngsters from almost
all of NorthAyrshire’s primary

-
ing day at the Gailes Hotel in
Irvine last week.

The pair from Arran, Fiona
Bulger and Trefor Goronwy,
were selected to partici-
pate in the day where they
learned about their new jobs

(JRSO).
The scheme has links to Cur-

riculum for Excellence and
encourages JRSOs to teach
their fellow pupils about the
importance of road safety.
It also promotes partnership
working between pupils, par-
ents, teachers, Road Safety

ordinators.
John Bell, portfolio holder

for Children’s Services, said:

‘Children tend to listen to
other children and we have
found this to be one of the best
methods of getting the Road
Safety message across.

‘It’s very important that
messages about parking near
schools, cycling safely and be-
ing seen in the dark are made
clear as it can literally be a
matter of life and death.’

Currently 52 out of a total of
53 primary schools in North
Ayrshire participate in the
scheme.

The event included work-
shops where graphic students
from James Watt College
provided inspiration on how
JRSOs could produce eye-
catching poster size mobile
phones with a text message
of ‘Cross But Don’t Chat’
displayed.

Fib Youth Theatre from Ayr
also performed and coached

the pupils on how to produce
a road safety play.

A bank of laptops allowed
access to the JRSO website
where the pupils are able
to add their own work and
share ideas with other JRSOs
throughout Scotland.

All the new JRSOs went
home with their own personal
road safety pack to help them
promote road safety in their
own schools.

People aged 50-74 years from
Arran are being urged to make
sure they accept NHSAyrshire
and Arran’s invitation to take
part in the national bowel
screening programme.

New statistics have revealed
that some areas of Ayrshire
and Arran have particularly
low uptake rates for the bowel
screening test, with just over
a third of people invited, tak-
ing part.

As part of the national pro-
gramme, test kits are delivered
by post to people between
the ages of 50 and 74 every
two years, on or around their
birthdays.

Speaking about the statistics
recently supplied by NHS
Scotland’s Information and
Statistics Division, Mr Bob

Diament, colorectal surgeon
and clinical director of the
Ayrshire and Arran Bowel
Screening Programme, said:
‘While we are fairly happy
with the uptake of the bowel
screening test in some areas
of Ayrshire and Arran, we are
concerned that some small
pockets of the community
are not taking up the screen-
ing opportunity and may be
putting themselves at risk by
delaying possible diagnosis
and increasing the likelihood
of more complex treatment or
surgery.’

Early diagnosis makes all the
difference in treating bowel
cancer: when a diagnosis of
bowel cancer is made at an
early stage, cure rates exceed
90 per cent.

During the first two years
of the programme in Ayrshire
and Arran screening has led to
a diagnosis of bowel cancer
in 97 patients, with a further
680 patients having benign or
precancerous polyps removed,
preventing many from going
on to develop bowel cancer
later.

It is important that people
do the test every two years,
even if they have had negative
results previously.

Anyone who has lost their kit
or thrown it out and has now
decided that they would like
to be part of the programme,
should contact the Scottish
Bowel Screening Programme
Helpline on 0800 0121 833.
Arrangements will then be
made to send out a new test.

Parental
involvementdriver looks back 20 years

Last week The Arran Banner was contacted by a gentleman
asking if we would be perhaps printing a photograph of his
wife in the Twenty Years Ago section of the newspaper.

Brian Deary of Kings Cross, said: ‘I was wandering if
your ‘ 20 years ago’ in The Banner this week will cover
my wife Kate Deary - Kathleen McVey as she was then

on the island?’
And Brian was correct as Kathleen does appear in this

1990.
The couple returned to live on Arran 18 months ago and

Kate now manages West Coast Sign and Graphics in Whiting
Bay as well as working part time in the Co-op convenience
store in Brodick.

www.facebook.com/arranbanner

Find us on 
facebook
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M.B.S.
B U I L D I N G  a n d T I M B E R  S U P P L I E S

The Old Pier, Whiting Bay. Tel: (01770) 700202, Fax: (01770) 700711

OPEN Monday-Saturday 8.30 a.m.- 5 p.m. DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE

PAINT

PLUMBING

TOOL HIRE

 TIMBER
WINTER BEDDING 
& SPRING BULBS 
NOW IN STOCK

Partner appointed to assist with 
changes in North Ayrshire

Former pupils offered cut-price 
immortality at High School

Lyle Bunyan from Brodick was lucky enough to catch up with Scottish rally driver, 
Alister McRae, who was happy to pose for a photograph with the youngster.

Lamlash WRI
-

lash WRI for the new season 
was held on Wednesday 6 
October in Lamlash Fire Sta-
tion when President, Mrs Mar-
garet Gray welcomed a large 
number of members.

The speakers for the evening 
were David Ingham and Ger-
ard Tattersfield who gave a 
very interesting and informa-
tive talk on the work of the 
Fire Service.

Margaret Gray proposed a 
very well deserved vote of 
thanks.

The competition was won 

winner of the exhibition was 
Ann Miller.

*Will all members going to 
the Rally please remember 

Two lucky Banner readers 
won tickets to the Rally of 
Scotland last weekend, one 
of the country’s top sporting 
spectacles of the year.

Lyle Bunyan and his sister 
Nicole from Brodick attended 
the event last weekend where 
they saw some of the world’s 
best rally drivers, teams and 
cars driving through the for-

Banner readers win trip 
to Rally of Scotland 

ests and around the lochs of 
Perthshire and Stirlingshire.

Mary and Willie Tod of 
Burican, Kilmory also one a 
set of two tickets to the event 
through a competition we ran 
in the Banner three weeks 
ago.

Lyle was lucky enough to 
catch up with Scottish rally 
hero, Proton-driver Alister 

McRae who was happy to 
pose for a photograph with 
the youngster and last week’s 
Banner. 

Lyle told us that he had an 
absolutely fantastic time and 
was overjoyed to have won 
the tickets.

He said that he and his sister 
would definitely be going 
again next year. 

Round the Rurals
to bring their entrance fee of 
£18 to the next meeting on 
Wednesday 3 November.* 

Whiting Bay WRI
On Wednesday 6 October, 
Whiting Bay WRI welcomed 
as their guest speaker Stuart 
Gough – deltiologist extraor-
dinaire  - with his PowerPoint 
presentation of Whiting Bay in 
postcards spanning more than 
100 years.

He followed the growth of 
the village and the holiday 
styles gone by with a choice 
of three areas of tennis courts 
and long strings of boats fro 
hire at the jetty.

The much missed pier was 
the star of many views and for 
sheer grandeur nothing could 
match Cooper Angus man-
sion and its glorious gardens 

in their prime. During supper 
there was the chance to go fur-
ther down memory lane while 

postcards of Whiting Bay and 
Kings Cross. 

The excited chatter proved 
how much the evening was 
appreciated.

Pam Holmes was the winner 
of both the cupcake competi-
tion and the exhibition of a 
favourite card.

The next meeting will be on 
Wednesday 3 November when 
the guest speaker will be the 
Reverend Elizabeth Watson 
talking about ‘The Funny Side 
of the Ministry’.

If you have not been before, 
please come along and join 
us. A warm welcome awaits 
you.

The first pupil names on the souvenir plaques at Arran High School.    01_b26pla01

The souvenir wooden plaques at Arran High 
School will be increasing in price at the end 
of October.

The project is the brainchild of the High 
School Board and Parent Council and former 
chairman Jim McMaster said: ‘We want as 
many folk who have been through the High 
School to get their names up on the boards 
and it will be a permanent reminder of the 
heritage of the school. 

‘Unfortunately, the price will be going up 

to £20 per name at the end of the month so 
it would be a good idea to get your order in 
soon. We have got two boards up already 
with almost 100 names of former pupils, and 
believe it or not, there are 13 Pickens!’

Engraved
The names are being engraved on the boards 

by Steve Garraway and then mounted on the 
wall in the lobby. Anyone wanting to take 
advantage of this offer should contact Jim at 
home on 860423 or call at the High School.

North Ayrshire Council has 
appointed a specialist com-
pany as a Strategic Partner 
to assist with the challenge 
of making budget savings 
of £64million over the next 
three years.

Along with other public sec-
tor organisations, the Council 
is faced with radical changes 

to the way it manages its 
budget and delivers services.

Comparing
The Executive of NAC met 

last Tuesday to consider a re-
port comparing tenders from 
a short list of two companies, 
iMPOWER and Price Water-
house Cooper, and recom-
mended that iMPOWER be 

appointed as the Strategic 
Partner. 

IMPOWER is a national 

government consultancy and 
currently works with over 50 
English and Welsh councils.

The recommendation was to 

the Council on Wednesday.



press policy
WE AT The Arran Banner do our utmost to make sure that all our reports 
are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on occasion, mistakes 
can occur in the hectic process of producing a local newspaper.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in print. 
The 

Arran Banner, Brodick, Arran giving your day-time telephone number 
where possible. 

This statement of policy will appear on this page every week along with 

The Arran Banner adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s Code 
of Conduct.  The views expressed in The Arran Banner are not necessarily 
those of the The Oban Times Group.

your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 
words in length for publication on this page. The 
editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses 
must be supplied, including on e-mails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime telephone number is also 
required for verification. Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact telephone number will not 
be printed. Please write or fax to: Letters Page, The 
Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran. 
E-mail editor@arranbanner.co.uk

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Arran
Deliveries
Glasgow Depot
Arran Deliveries
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow G14 OHB

Arran Deliveries
The Parcel Point
Harbour Road, 
Ardrossan
North Ayrshire 
KA22 8BZ

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
Daily collection throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and surrounding districts

Tel: 01475 676 255
Fax: 01294 469 492

Open Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm
Accepting goods destined 
for the island

We deliver the goods
not excuses
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“There is a time for everything, and a season for every 
activity under heaven.” (Ecclesiastes 3:1)

Fuel costs debated 
Sir, 
For as long as I can remem-
ber, locals and visitors to 
Arran have been complaining 
about petrol and diesel prices 
on the island.

When confronted about this, 
suppliers have blamed trans-
port costs as being the main 
factor.

However, when one com-
pares the price of unleaded 
petrol and diesel on Arran 
with other areas of Scotland, 

price charged on Arran with 
those of the other areas.

The following lowest pric-
es in each of the areas be-
low were obtained from the in-
ternet on Tuesday 19 October. 
They show that on Arran we 
are currently paying 130.9p 
for unleaded and 134.9p for 
diesel.

Compare this  to Bute 
where i t  i s  126.0p for 
u n l e a d e d  a n d  d i e s e l .                            
Skye is 123.9p for unleaded 
and 126.9p for diesel, while 
on Mull you can get un-
leaded for 128.9p and diesel 
at 130.9p. 

Even in Thurso the price is 
much less at just 120.9p for un-
leaded and 125.9p for diesel. 
Considering that transport 
costs to the locations above 
should be at least as expen-
sive as to Arran (and prob-
ably a good deal more to the 
outer Hebrides) it appears 
that Arran’s high fuel prices 
may not be so dependent on 
transport costs as previously 
suggested.

Yours, 
Ken Walker
Ochlochy Park
Dunblane

Straight talking
Sir, 
North Ayrshire Council’s 
‘Straight Talking’ event on 
Tuesday was well run and 
gave many Arran representa-
tives (it was not a completely 
public event) an opportunity 
to advise on local services, 
their effectiveness and how 
they might be improved. 

The opportunity was well 
used but the ‘elephant in the 
room’ was the enormity of 
the budget cuts with possi-

by the Chief Executive who 

demonstrated what a £64 mil-
lion cut could mean. 

For North Ayrshire, one of 
Scotland’s most deprived 
areas, a 20 per cent cut in the 
budget of the provider of serv-
ices and the biggest employer 
amounts to a disaster. 

Far from reducing debt and 
aiding the economy this policy 
throughout Scotland will pro-
voke unemployment, reduce 
income and increase debt 
while depriving the needy of 
essential services.

It was a mistake by NAC not 
to make the subject of the cuts 
the main issue and to fail to al-
low contributions or questions 
so that one is left to conclude 
that the various workshops 
were simply a way of gaining 
information that will be useful 
to those subsequently carrying 
out the cuts. 

I would like to have asked 
two questions, one to David 
O’Neill leader of the council 
and one to the Chief Execu-
tive.

What steps is NAC going 
to take to express its outrage 
to central government at the 
extent of the budget reduction 
and why are they employ-
ing a firm of consultants, 
iMPOWER to help carry out 
the cuts?

Yours,                                   
John Inglis 
Chairman
Isle of Arran
Community Council
Arran’s not unique 
Sir, 
I was interested to read your 
piece on the two week October 
holiday on Arran. However the 
folks here are not the only ones 
to enjoy this longer break. 

The Dundee and Angus au-
thorities also grant a two-week 
holiday at this time.

The former tattie picking was 
done in that area too - maybe 
there are others.

Yours, 
Margaret Fowler
Almird
Lamlash

Bute’s the same 
Sir, 
I was reading The Arran Ban-
ner this morning as I quite 
often do and noticed that you 
have an error on your editor’s 
comment about the school 
holidays.

Arran’s school children are 
not the only ones in Britain to 
have a two-week holiday at 
this time of year.

Rothesay Joint Campus on 
Bute also have two weeks 
holidays in October.

As this island is only a few 
miles away I would have 
thought that  you would 
have been aware of this.  
Yours, 
Jill Skinner
Rothesay
Isle of Bute 

The Tattie Holiday 
Sir, 
As a regular Arran Banner 
reader and visitor to Arran I 
would like to correct an item 
in this week’s Banner (Octo-
ber 15).

Arran schools are not ‘the 
only ones in Britain that 
still get a two week October 
break’.

Here in Perth and Kinross 
our schools have a two-week 
October break - a much need-
ed holiday I am sure for teach-
ers and pupils alike and the 
same prevails in Angus where 
it is still called ‘The Tattie 
Holiday’.

Yours, 
Patricia M Gibb 
Athollbank Drive
Perth

Visitor’s hospital 
praise
Sir,
If you have a fall, a good place 
to have it is on Arran.

I had the misfortune to be 
knocked to the ground by my 
young boisterous dog who was 
tearing up and down the beach 
at Blackwaterfoot. 

In the process I badly injured 
my foot.

I hobbled up to the hospital in 
Lamlash where I was attended 
to by very caring medical staff 
and I was all bandaged up 
within an hour.

I think the residents of Arran 
are very fortunate to have such 
a splendid facility on their 
doorstep.

Yours,
Liz Cox
Drumbreck Place
Lenzie

Possible scam 
Sir, 
I would like to urge readers of 

The Arran Banner to beware 
of odd phone calls saying that 
your computer is sending error 
messages.

I have received a number 
of these and it is very likely 
a scam. 

I was alerted by the heavily 
accented English and just put 
the phone down. 

I then did a full scan of the 

Yours,
Elizabeth Ross
Machrie

Friendly
farmers
Sir,
After reading your story in 
The Banner two weeks ago 
about the strange bales of 
hay spotted in the southend 
of the island, I remembered 
this tale.

A coach trip courier on Ice-
land was telling a tourist an 
elaborate version of the fol-
lowing story when travelling 
through a bleak area (it was 
February) with not much to 

The courier said that basi-
cally a bad-tempered troll/gi-

to leave the livestock alone.
Luckily the troll had a sweet 

tooth so the farmers started 
leaving out giant marshmal-
lows for him (white wrapped 
bales).

These treats made him kindly 
and considerate.

Sometimes when he was 
grumpier than usual, they left 
out peppermint marshmallows 
(pale green wrapping) which 
seemed to help.

Sadly with his poor diet 
the troll became extremely 
constipated and very bad-
tempered.

When this happened only liq-
uorice mallows (black wrap-
ping) would do and we all 
know why!

Next time you’re passing 
a field of bales, check the 
wrapping colour if you want 
to know how the trolls – and 
farmers - in that area are feel-
ing!

So with regards to your 
photograph of the bales near 
Kildonan – I think there’s a 
kind farmer living there!

Yours,
Name and
address supplied

Cuts, cuts and more cuts
You would have to be a hermit living in a cave on the side 
of Goat Fell not to have heard the word ‘cuts’ brandished 
about wherever you go.

The newspapers, radio and television news have all been 
going mad over the coalition government’s spending review 
that is designed to get the country free of this economic 
quagmire. Actually, a hermit on the side of Goat Fell might 
just have had access to The Banner, where cuts here are also 
front-page news.

North Ayrshire Council held a special event on Tuesday 
designed to let community groups on Arran voice their con-
cerns, ideas and opinions on the budget cuts, which must be 
made. These public groups were told by the Chief Executive 
that £64 million must be saved in the coming years.

£25.5 million could be saved internally through cost-cut-
ting measures and voluntary redundancies but that is not 
enough.  The council wants to harness the community spirit 

More community involvement in necessary activities like 
beach cleans could be developed further.

On Wednesday, the day after the council’s meeting here, the 
coalition’s austerity drive got under way in earnest when the 
Chancellor unveiled some of the biggest spending cuts ever 
attempted in the Western world. George Osborne warned of 
a ‘hard road’ ahead as he detailed £83 billion of reductions 

sector jobs culled over the next four years.

fuel payments will be limited to save money, on top of a 

As the country braced itself against the cold northerly 
winds that blew in this week, they also braced themselves 
for sharp rises in train fares as the Department for Transport 

Meanwhile, the social housing budget is likely to be more 
than halved to save billions of pounds.

live and identify areas where money could be saved.
For example, do we really need the hanging baskets and 

Could the grass be cut once a month instead of once a 
week?

Could we grit our own footpaths or pick up litter we see 
on the streets instead of relying on a council-paid employee 
to do it?

These may seem like trivial things but when faced with the 
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Under New Management

THE
BACK GARDEN

New In – Winter 
bedding plants 

and bulbs

End of season ½ price sale
1 Auchrannie Road, Brodick

Tel 302684

Brodick 01770 302293

BETTER BAR MEALS
Home-cooked & served Daily 6pm - 9pm & 12.30 - 2.30pm Sat & Sun

Malt Whiskies    Children Welcome
WHAT’S ON THIS WEEK
Friday - Over 21’s Disco - 10pm

Saturday - Over 21’s Disco - 10pm
Tuesday - Pop Music Quiz - 9pm

Wednesday - Country and Blues Live - 9.30pm
Thursday - General Knowledge Quiz - 9pm

Real Ale (Recommended CAMRA Good Beer Guide)

Goo

d wholesome pub food

Distillery support
conservation with
RSPB donation

Two local men were part of 
the crew on board the Royal 
Fleet Auxiliary Service ship, 
The Fort George, which made 
an unexpected visit to Brodick 
Bay at the weekend.

Captain James Murchie was 
born in Shiskine and still lives 
there with his wife Susie.

Also on board the ship was 
navigator Doug Cook, the 
son of Finlay Cook from 
Kildonan.

The pair were able to come 
ashore in Brodick to see fam-
ily and friends as well as stock 

The RFA ship The Fort George which was seen in Brodick Bay last weekend is
commanded by Captain James Murchie of Shiskine. 

Ship’s local crew return 
to Arran shores 

up on groceries. The ship’s 

and members of the RFA, 24 
members of the civilian De-
fence Logistics Organisation 
and 15 Royal Navy personnel 
for air operations and Close-
In Weapons System (CIWS) 
maintenance.

When a helicopter squadron 
is embarked, up to a further 
90 Royal Navy aircrew and 
support staff are carried on 
board.

Captain James Murchie 
joined the Royal Fleet Aux-

iliary Service as a deck cadet 
in 1971. 

In a varied career, he has 
served in many operational 
theatres including the Falk-
land Islands; the Caribbean 
in support of the West Indies 
Guard Ship; the Adriatic and 
the Arabian Gulf.

He was promoted to Captain 
in December 1995, and subse-
quently has commanded most 
classes of RFA vessel.

He resumed command of 
RFA Fort George in October 
2008.

Lucy Wallace of the RSPB, left, is presented with a 
cheque by the Isle of Arran Distillery’s assistant

visitor centre manager, Faye Black. 

As part of the celebrations to 
mark the 15th anniversary of 
the Isle of Arran Distillery 
in Lochranza in July, master 
distiller James MacTaggart 
held a very special whisky 
master class.

The distillery promised to 
donate £10 from every ticket 
purchased for the class to the 
Royal Society for the Protec-
tion of Birds (RSPB).

At the end of September, 
the distillery’s assistant vis-
itor centre manager, Faye 
Black, met with Lucy Wallace 
of the RSPB and presented 
her with a cheque for £150.
Lucy was delighted and said: 
‘Lochranza is a fantastic place 
for watching wildlife, espe-
cially birds of prey, including
golden eagles. 

‘Over the last few years I 
have had lots of fun doing 
RSPB events and guided Rap-
tor Rambles from the distillery 
and have always had a warm 
welcome from the staff. The 
whole team is clearly very 
proud of the special wildlife 
on their doorstep, and it is 
wonderful that the distillery is 
generously supporting the 
conservation and campaign-
ing work that the RSPB does 
nationwide!

‘Support like this is vital 

to the future of birds and the 
places where they live.’

At the Open Day in July a 
very rare 1995 bourbon barrel, 
cask number 104, was chosen 
to be bottled in the future and 
£3 from every bottle sold will 
also be donated to the RSPB. 

This year has been a very 
successful year for Isle of Ar-
ran Distillers with an increase 
in production, a successful 
Open Day and many well-re-
ceived new bottlings. 

In fact Jim Murray, the world-
renowned Whisky writer has 

rated the Icon of Arran ‘The 
Peacock’ 96/100 making it the 
best Single Malt of 2011 for 
the 11 to 15 year category in 
his 2011 Whisky Bible. 

At the end of November 
Isle of Arran Distillers will be 
releasing their latest addition 
to their maturing malt family 
with the first Peated Arran 
Single Malt called ‘Machrie 
Moor’. 

The launch will take place 
at the Distillery Visitor Centre 
in Lochranza on Sunday 28 
November.

Left: The distillery do-
nated £10 from every 
ticket purchased for James 
MacTaggart’s whisky 
master class to the Royal 
Society for the Protection 
of Birds (RSPB).

Find us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbanner

Alex is now back in action 
after his recent injuries!!!!

Many thanks to loyal customers who 
endured job delays during my 

recovery time.
Call to book jobs on 600643 or 

Mob 07790 195 150

Chiropody @ Inspirations
Stephen Gourlay, Chiropodist, will be visiting   

 Inspirations of  Arran, Brodick, on 
SATURDAY  30TH OCTOBER AND 

SATURDAY 20TH NOVEMBER
And will be delighted to deal with all of  your Chiropody requirements.

To make an appointment, please phone: 01770 302990

CAFÉ ROSABURN

New Winter Opening Hours

from Wednesday 27th October

11am – 3:30pm

Wednesday – Saturday.
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Celebrated Corrie artist Gor-
don Davidson has just re-
ceived one of his most chal-
lenging commissions.

He has been invited to pro-
vide paintings to participate in 
the tourism campaign for the 
Embassy of Nepal in ‘Nepal 
2011, Year of Tourism’.

Dr Suresh Chandra Chalise, 
Nepal Ambassador told Gor-
don: ‘Thank you for attending 
our reception at the Embassy 
in London and our tourism 
event in Aberdeen. We came 
to know about the recent 
impressive exhibition of your 
Peruvian artwork at the Peru 
Embassy here in London and 
we were wondering about 
the possibility of you doing a 
similar exhibition on Nepal. 

‘It is heartening to note that 
over the past 20 years you 
have been sponsoring children 
in Nepal.’

Gordon explained: ‘At the 
exhibition in the Peru Embas-
sy in May I was approached by 
the Ambassador to do a similar 
exhibition for them. I have 
been to the Nepal Embassy 
twice since to discuss things 
and in July the Ambassador 
came to Scotland to tell me 
about ‘Nepal 2011, Year of 
Tourism’, a massive world-
wide festival to encourage 
tourists to return to the country 
now that the civil war is over 
and life is once again stable 
in Nepal.’

‘So far, I am the only British 
artist to take part and am be-
ing taken to Nepal this month 
to work on my collection of 
paintings and to meet Nepal’s 
artists and paper makers in the 
Kathmandu valley.

‘Much of the cost of my part 
of the festival will be met by 
advertising in the exhibition 
brochure for the London Ex-
hibition. I have also been told 
that the exhibition might travel 
to parts of Britain with a strong 
Nepali community, like Shef-

‘I am hoping that some of the 
bigger Arran companies might 
like to advertise in the cata-
logue or offer sponsorship. 

‘Arran companies supporting 
an Arran artist in an interna-

Corrie artist Gordon Davidson at the Banner office.     
02_b43gor01

Corrie artist commissioned for
Nepal tourism exhibition

Gordon with the Nepalese Ambassador, Dr Suresh Chandra Chalise.  A Year at Imachar, one of Gordon’s Arran paintings.   

A River Temple painting from Gordon’s Peru
exhibition.

tional festival would be a good 
match. Why don’t we invite 
the exhibition to Arran?’

After leaving art school, Gor-
don designed album covers, 
stage sets and posters before 
moving on to solo exhibitions 
all round the world. 

He has featured in two tel-
evision documentaries about 
Scottish artists; ‘A Year at 
Imachar’ and ‘Around the 
World in 80 Pictures’.

He added: ‘I have dropped 
everything for the next four 
months to make sure that this 
will be an exhibition of inter-
national quality.’

HALLOWEEN DISCO 
AND LIVE BAND

Halloween Disco plus Live Rock Music from 

“THE USUAL SUSPECTS”
Featuring members of Stumpy’s Cabin and Jetpachers

D. J. SLUME

Saturday 30th October at Brodick Hall

8pm till Midnight (doors open 7.30pm)

Fancy Dress Optional

Prize for Best Fancy Dressed

Soft drinks and hot food 

available for purchase

BYOB
(under 18’s must be accompanied 

by an adult)

Tickets £10 available NOW from 

Brodick Post Office

For further information 

Telephone  302843 

Locally Based Ceilidh Band

Available for festive season

Contact Alistair on 01770 302881

Jazz 
Café

Friday 29th 
October

Whiting Bay Hall
8pm
BYOB

ARRAN
HORTICULTURAL

SOCIETY
Arran Garden Club

Rock Plants.  
Speaker Jim Jack.

At the Ranger Centre, 
Brodick Country Park
Thursday 28 October

at 7.30pm 

Everyone Welcome
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On Saturday 30 October, Ar-
ran Music Promotions are 
stepping outside the box and 
putting on a Halloween con-
cert and disco in Brodick Hall 
with fancy dress optional. 

The live band is local rock 
band, the Usual Suspects, a 
supergroup made up of the 
cream of Arran’s rock legends. 
Perhaps it is best to hand over 
to bass player and keyboardist, 
Jon Hollingworth.

Jon explains: ‘Why ‘The 
Usual Suspects?’ Well, when 
I was asked when my next 
gig was, I said October 30 in 

Arran’s rock legends to play at
Halloween concert and disco

Brodick Hall as part of the 
Halloween Disco, and when 
I was asked ‘who’s in the 
band?’ I simply replied: ‘Oh, 
the usual suspects – me, Andy 
Surridge, Andy McCallum and 
Robin Fisher.’ 

‘I always like to step up to 
the challenge of putting some-
thing together band-wise for 
a particular event and having 
these guys on ‘speed-dial’ (or 
speed-email as it seems to be 
the case these days) makes it 
so much easier. 

‘Whenever I ask them to 
play, I always seem to get 

Ace drummer Robin Fisher. 

replies involving bears and 
woods – not really sure what 
that’s all about but they always 
turn up. It’s always a pleasure 
getting together to play some 
classic rock with these guys 
as they all know what they’re 
doing. The challenging part is 
keeping it fresh and coming up 
with some new material that 
really pushes us as a band. 

‘So we’ve thrown in timeless 
numbers from the likes of San-
tana, Deep Purple, Toto, Eu-
rope, Thin Lizzy, Dire Straits 
etc. I know there’s a load of 
different events happening on 

local boy, DJ Slume, spinning 
the decks. 

‘DJ Slume has been spinning 
tracks for eight years and has 
the following to say:

‘I don’t have a particular 
music style. It can be anything 
depending on the crowd. None 
of my nights ever follows the 
same set; anything from the 
Undertones to ACDC, ZZ Top 
to Alabama 3, and of course 
some quality underground 
house music to finish the 
night.’

Bob added: ‘So, put all that 
together and add a little soup 
and curry available to pur-
chase, home made by yet 
another local talent, I think 
there will be a very great night 
for all.

Under-18s are welcome but 
we ask that they are accom-
panied by a responsible adult. 
There is no bar but soft drinks 
will be available. You are 
welcome to bring your own 
bottle. Tickets are available at 

30 October, but hope-
fully people will take 
the rare opportunity 
to catch what should 
be a great set from a 
great band.’

Bob Hastings of 
Arran Music Promo-
tions said: ‘Sounds 
good? I think so! But 
it’s not just a concert, 
it’s a disco as well. 
We’ve got another 

Above:
Virtuoso bass player Jon 

Hollingworth.

Right:
DJ Slume (Niall Hume)

 on disco. 

Brodick Post Office
Last recommended 
posting dates for Christmas:
INTERNATIONAL
Surface Mail
30 September - All non-European destinations except 
Canada, Far East, Middle East, South Africa and the USA
5 October - Far East (except Hong Kong and Singapore) 
and Middle East
19 October - Canada, Hong Kong, Singapore, South 
Africa and the USA
9 November - Eastern Europe, Greece, Cyprus, Turkey, 
Malta and Iceland
23 November - Western Europe

Air Mail
6 December - South & Central America, Caribbean, 
Africa, Middle East, Asia, Far East (incl. Japan), Australia 
and New Zealand
10 December - Eastern Europe, USA and Canada
13 December - Western Europe

UK
15 December - Standard Parcels
18 December - 2nd Class
21 December - 1st Class
23 December - Special Delivery

Dates provided by Brodick Post Office. 
Why not visit our shop to see our extensive 
range of traditional toys, cards and gifts, as 
well as gift wrap and packaging products. 
Catalogue orders available from our 
German toy supplier - please ask in branch.
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Silk painting workshop for Visual
Arts
members

It may only be October, but
Christmas is coming.

And it will soon be time to
think about getting those cards
and parcels posted off to all
corners of the world. On page
11 of this week’s Banner Cams
Campbell, Brodick Postmas-
ter, details all the latest posting
dates for surface mail, airmail
and parcels to just about every
destination you can think of.

So don’t delay, and get those
parcels wrapped and posted
before it is too late.

Staff at the Arran Brewery are celebrating this week after they
successfully took part in the 11th Ayrshire Real Ale Festival
in Troon.

The island’s brewery was invited to be the main sponsor for
the event in the town’s Concert Hall, which is designed to
showcase the best of Scotland’s beers, ciders and perries.

On offer from Arran were the Ale, Blonde, Red Squirrel
and Milestone beers that people were able to taste and clearly
enjoyed.

For the Arran Brewery the event is the culmination of hard
work over the past two years that recently saw theArran Blonde
named the best European grain-only wheat beer at the World
Beer Awards.

‘The brewery takes an active role in promoting Scottish made
beers and has always been committed to supporting local com-
munity events and particularly those in the Ayrshire area,’ said
Elisabeth Roberts, the brewery manager.

-
lash Friday Club will take
place on Friday 29 October

2pm to 3.30pm.
The speaker will be Jim Jack

who will discuss gardening.
All welcome and feel free to

bring a friend.

Man’s best friend investigated
in Ian’s new book

Gwen Billson from the Arran brewery at the 11th

Ayrshire Real Ale Festival in Troon last week.

Brewery sponsors
Real Ale Festival

Alison Bell conducted a well-
attended and fascinating work-
shop on Silk Painting recently
for Arran Visual Arts at Brod-
ick Castle ranger centre.

The techniques involved are
simple but the effects that can
be achieved are unpredictable
(at least to the beginners),
subtle, and producing work
that is very satisfactory.

As is usual at AVA work-
shops, the variety of different
styles and results is as great
as the number of people there.
Everyone was working on
several pieces at once whilst
waiting for them to dry, using
the techniques of watercolour,
salt or gutta, overlaying layers
for more defined areas and
depth of colour, or combin-
ing these methods for more
complex designs.  Altogether,
it made for an excellent two
days enjoyment.

Delighted
AVA is delighted that lo-

cal artist Jim Williamson is
taking the next workshop in
November. This is proving so
popular that he has agreed to
do another day on Sunday 7
November.

Jim Williamson, an engi-
neer by profession, has been
painting seriously since 1976.
When they retired to Arran in

Delegates enjoying the challenges of Alison Barr’s silk painting workshop in the 
ranger centre. b43ava01

An example of silk painting from the workshop.
b43ava02

the 90s, he and his wife Eunice
opened the Glendale Gallery
where he sold hundreds of his
watercolour paintings.

He is an experienced teacher
and Arran Visual Arts were
pleased when he agreed to tu-
tor at one of their workshops.
There was such a response
from members that the Sat-
urday was soon full and a
second day was arranged for
those on the waiting list. The
workshop, suitable for all
levels, will include various
watercolour techniques and
some loosening up exercises

in the afternoon.
Jim will take nature as his

inspiration, doing a demon-
stration of a sunset. Places

are still available for members
and non-members on Sunday
7 November at the Rangers

Centre at Brodick Castle. For
more information phone Ali-
son 303607.

dates for
Christmas

Friday
Club

‘Dogmanese for Daydream-
ers: Magical Conversations in

one of the strangest titles for a
book that the staff at TheArran
Banner have ever heard.

But this is no joke, it is the
title of the new book by local
author Ian McMurdo and it
is a set to be another must-
have-read.

With a strong Arran theme
running throughout the book,
several chapters actually focus

on the island.
Headline

-
iel’ newspaper headline on
the front cover refers to an
incident up Clauchlands hill!

‘The central character is a
golden labrador, and given the
number of dog owners on the

it will sell very well on Arran,’
said Ian.  The book is essen-
tially about the ‘connection’

-

my young family, and focuses
on the development of a hu-
man-canine hybrid ‘language’
that I called Dogmanese.

‘While the book does try
to get across some important
messages about responsible
dog ownership, the emphasis
is again very much on humour,
impact and high emotion.’

The book ‘Dogmanese for
Daydreamers’ will be on sale
in shops around the island in
November.

Find us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbanner

Tues 26 October Grasshoppers 
and Great Diving Beetles.
Family fun with the rangers. Catch grassland and pond mini 
beasts and find out more about them.
Not suitable for pushchairs.
2 – 3.30pm, meet at Castle Reception Centre. FREE  with entry.

Whats On
Brodick Country Park

Conker
Cup

Sunday 31st 
October

Kilmory Hall 2.30pm

All welcome
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- on holiday . . .
In the two years since ‘The Banner on Holiday’ feature started, 
we have been absolutely overwhelmed by the number of 
fantastic photographs of our readers that have come through 
the doors.

Every week we are still receiving wonderful pictures of our 
readers in some of the remotest, most glamorous, iconic and 
awe-inspiring places around the globe.

Don’t forget to pack your copy of the Banner if you are go-
ing on holiday. 

It could be from Egypt or Edinburgh, it really doesn’t matter; 
we would love to see your photographs.

Please send them to us either by email to editor@arranban-
ner.co.uk or to The Arran Banner, Douglas Centre, Brodick 
KA27 8AJ.

John and Kate Hartley from Lochranza took their Ban-
ner to Brussels when they visited their daughter Elaine. 
The three of them are pictured at Spa Francorchamps 
where the F1 Belgian Grand Prix was taking place. If 

you look closely you may catch a glimpse of the famous 
L’Eau Rouge part of the race track in the background.

The Reverend John Webster of Kings Cross was able 
to catch up with Arran’s news when he was at Lords 

Cricket Ground in London.

Fiona Davidson and her daughter Samia are pictured 
catching up on all the news from Arran at the Piazza 

Navona in Rome. Fiona is the daughter of Mae David-
son from Cordon, Lamlash, and she lives in Rome with 
her husband Tom Paradise where she teaches classes in 

Political Geography and European Politics at the
 University of Arkansas’ Rome Centre.

Dr Eamonn Butler from London is picture with his 
‘favourite reading material’ on the seaplane pontoon in 

Vancouver, Canada. 

Scott and Michael Macfarlane from Lamlash took time 
out from their visit to the London Eye to catch up on the 

news from home. 
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Opening hours 10am – 5pm. Last food orders 4pm
Closed Sunday

Golf Course Rd, Whiting Bay
Tel: 700393

Paintings & Prints by Shiela Findlay on display Eat alfresco in our seafront garden

Delicious Snacks & Light Meals. Homebaking always available

United Auctions had forward 10369 prime and store lambs and 
ewes at their Stirling Agricultural Centre last Wednesday.
Arran livestock prices: Texel cross lambs £79 Craigdhu, £57 

-

On Arran one of our most 
widespread warblers is the 
Willow Warbler.

In the breeding season, its 
song - described as a ‘me-
lodic rippling phrase that rises 
quickly before slowly dying 
away’- is a feature of many 
island walks. 

Where are the Willow War-
blers at this time of year? The
short answer is far to the south, 
heading beyond the Sahara to 
mainly the Ivory Coast and 
Ghana.

Some journeys can be more 
than 15,000km and, based on 
ringing data, the journey time 
can take eight to 12 weeks.

The Willow Warbler is not 
much bigger than a Wren and 
weighs about eight grams. 

It is a delicate little bird 
adapted to feeding on insects 
from bushes. 

With its apparently weak 

one of the longest and ardu-
ous journeys of any land bird 
involving long sea and desert 
crossings where it cannot 
feed.

Hazards
The birds from northern 

Europe have to cross the 

Sahara desert. Without food 
or water there is the risk of 
starvation or dehydration, as 
well as the hazards of preda-
tion and weather including 

Arran livestock sales

Willow Warbler on migration
Bird Notes by Jim Cassels

adverse winds. How does 
such a small bird manage this 

is by a number of remarkable 
adaptations.

The Willow Warblers un-
dergo two complete moults a 
year to try and ensure that their 
feathers are in the best condi-
tion for the journey there and 
the journey back.

Body Fat
At times of migration, Wil-

low Warblers put on extra 
body fat and other reserves 
for use as fuels, the amount 
depending on the type of 
journey. 

When birds migrate over 
favourable terrain, they tend to 

lasting several hours, using 
relatively small amounts of 
fuel which are replaced during 
the daily periods of foraging. 

But when birds migrate long 
distances over inhospitable 
areas, they accumulate much 
larger body reserves, able to 
sustain them for several days 
and nights without feeding. 
The accumulation of such 
large body reserves may take 
small birds one to three weeks 
of intensive feeding and be-
fore departure individuals may 
have more than doubled their 
normal weight. 

Often migrating Willow 
Warblers move at night leav-
ing time during the day to 

able to reduce organ size of the 
liver and the gut – less bag-

Functional
The fact that nutritional or-

gans are not fully functional 

may also explain why some 
migrants on reaching a stop-
ping site do not appear to 
feed.

They are in flight mode 
rather than feeding mode and 

need to reconstruct their diges-
tive machinery again.

For a bird like the Willow 
Warbler, it is thought that 
crossing the Sahara alone 

This will vary depending on, 
for example, wind strength 
and direction. Nocturnal 

a helpful strategy, would con-
siderably lengthen the time of 
crossing.

Whatever the conditions, crossing the Sahara without food or water seems a staggering achievement for the Willow 
Warbler that weighs less than 15g fully fuelled at take off.

The Willow Warbler 
is not much bigger 
than a wren 

Whatever the conditions, 
crossing the Sahara without 
food or water seems a stag-
gering achievement for birds 
weighing less than 15g fully 
fuelled at take off. 

The Willow Warbler is just 
one example of many birds 
that migrate. 

of these birds will continue to 
survive these hazardous jour-
neys to grace our island again 
come the spring.

Enjoy your birding. 
Please send any bird notes 

with ‘what, when, where’ to 
me at Kilpatrick Kennels, 
Kilpatrick, Blackwaterfoot, 
KA27 8EY, or e mail me at 
james.cassels@virgin.net .

Information
 I look forward to hearing 

from you.  For more informa-
tion on birding on Arran pur-
chase the “Arran Bird Report 
2009” and visit this website 
www.arranbirding.co.uk

KILMORY FARMER’S MARKET
KILMORY HALL

SATURDAY 30TH OCTOBER

10:30am - 2pm
Tel 860425

Tables available from £5    
Bookings now being taken for Christmas markets.

Registered Scottish Charity  SC028200

NOEL CRACK
BOOKSELLER

The Old Haybarn

(behind the school)
Second Hand Books, including 

Arran and Clyde, Highlands and 
Islands, Natural History, Field 
Sports, Outdoor Pursuits and 

many more subjects

Open
Fridays & Saturdays

10am – 5pm
Tel 01770 302949



www.arranbanner.co.uk THE ARRAN BANNER, Saturday, 23 October, 2010 15

The Arran Banner 20 years ago
Saturday, October 27, 1990

If you think you know then post your 
answer on the website

www.arranbanner.co.uk
Or email us at:

editor@arranbanner.co.uk

Where’s Archie?
and the arran team,

Arran’s own property management specialists
Tel: 01770 303113  Email: help@thearranteam.co.uk   www.thearranteam.co.uk

New Arran ferry!
The ‘new’ ferry, six years in 
service since last April, may 
soon become the old ferry.

For a decision has been made 
by the Cal Mac board that Ar-
ran needs a bigger and better 
vessel.

A new purpose built ship with 
more comforts and greater car-
rying capacity than the MV 
Isle of Arran could be sailing 
into Brodick by 1993.

When the MV Isle of Arran 
came into service, she was the 

island since the Glen Sannox 
in 1957.

She was expected to last on 
this run for 20 years now, less 
than seven years later, the 
board is planning a replace-
ment.

A first for Arran 
Seen anything unusual about 
the buses recently? 

Look carefully and you might 
see a young lady driving one 
of them. 

For while women’s lib is 
all around, Kathleen McVey, 
aged 23, who began as a bus 
driver with Arran Transport on 

driver on Arran. 

Married on Saturday 13 October at the Grange Parish 
Church, Kilmarnock were Susan, eldest daughter of Wil-

liam and May Wales and Alastair eldest son of Russell 
and Sheila Dobson of West Knowe Farm Brodick. Susan 

is a teacher at Shiskine Primary School and Alastair 
works in the family business at Arran Dairies. b43twe03

Education worker Iain Frame and Arran High School’s careers officer, Stef Holmer, examine the new state-of-the-
art Campus 2000 computer service. The programme allows pupils to find any further education course within the 

Strathclyde area to suit their needs. b43twe01

Kathleen McVey is Arran’s first female bus driver.  b43twe02

Farewell Captain
Captain Sandy McNab who 

sailed for 35 years on the Ar-

skipper of the last new, pur-
pose built ferry, the Glen San-
nox in 1957, died this week at 
his home in Kildonan.

Johnny heads to 
New York
Next week local council work-
er, Johnny McGovern, will be 
running through the streets 
of New York with ‘Arran 
Runners’ blazened across his 
t-shirt.

He will be number 14,767 in 
the 21st New York Marathon.

He began running seven 
years ago in the Whiting Bay 
races and has been a familiar 
face at all Arran runs through-
out the 1980s. 

Syringes found
Syringes are still being found 
on the beaches and this week 
a Brodick lady brought us in 
some which had been found 
at the Curries end of Brodick 
Beach.

Fares increase
reversed
CalMac announced a 7.5 per 

cent increase to the ferry fares 
on Friday.

According to the ferry opera-
tor this is because of rising fuel 
costs caused by the current 
crisis in the Gulf.

However, by Tuesday after-
noon the fuel prices had mod-
erated themselves and CalMac 
decided to reverse the decision 
to put up fares. 

Power cuts
Houses in Shiskine were left 

without electric power for an 
hour and a half last Monday 
evening after an electricity 
transformer burned out.

and the transformer was even-
tually replaced. 

Last week Archie was sitting in front of the new 
Brodick seafront information boulder. First correct 
were Brian and Rosie of Halifax who said: ‘We are 
coming on holiday on 21 October and hope to meet 
Archie on one of his Whiting Bay beach walks.’ 
This week he is in front of a gate, but where would 

    02_b43arc01
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PUBLIC NOTICESPROPERTY

in association with Isle of Arran Brewery
Whats on

www.arranbrewery.com Tel: 01770 302353
EVERYDAY
Arran Brewery                                                                                                                          10am - 5pm
Trout Fly Fishing Loch Garbad, Boat or Bank
Hawk Walks Lamlash
Brodick Castle, Shop and Tearoom.(except Fridays)                                                 11am - 4pm
Brodick Castle, Gardens  open daily                                                                           9am - dusk

SATURDAY 23rd OCTOBER
Karate                Auchrannie Games Hall, 11.30am - 12.30pm
Family Games                           3pm to 4pm Auchrannie Games Hall
Fun In The Pool                               4pm to 5pm Auchrannie Spa Pool
Over 21’s Disco                              The Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Arran Dancers (4 years and up)    Arran High School, 10am
Junior Badminton (5 - 11yrs)            High School Games Hall, 1pm - 2.30pm
Soup and Sandwiches for Kalimpong                                      Brodick Public Hall, 12pm - 2pm
Bingo Night                          Whiting Bay Golf Club, 7pm
Traditional Ceilidh                                                                            Brodick Public Hall, 7.30pm

SUNDAY 24th OCTOBER
Alcoholics Anonymous Church Hall, Brodick, 4.30pm
Arran Fiddle Club- Childrens Classes Library Annexe, 1.45pm
Family Games 3pm to 4pm Auchrannie Games Hall
Fun In The Pool   4pm to 5pm Auchrannie Spa Pool
Folk Session Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Quiz PHT, Lamlash, 9pm
BBQ Bar Eden, Whiting Bay, 1pm - 7pm

MONDAY 25th OCTOBER
Over 50’s Badminton Lochranza Village Hall 2pm - 4pm
Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Citizens Advice Open 10am - 2pm
Weight Wise Hospital Bungalow, 5pm - 5.30pm
Ladies Netball   High School Sports Hall  - Seniors 7.30pm - 9pm
Arran Junior Football Club Coaching & Games Ormidale Park, 6pm
Junior Basketball (P1 - P7) Games Hall, High School 6pm - 7.30pm
Senior Fitness 9.30am to 10.30am Auchrannie Gym
BreathWalk Class Kinneil, Lamlash 5.15pm
Quiz                                                                                               Bar Eden, Whiting Bay, 8.30pm
Lamlash Bridge Club                                                                         Lamlash Golf Club, 7.15pm
Circuit Training  Auchrannie Gym, 6pm - 7pm
Zumbastyle Latin Dance Workout Auchrannie Games Hall, 7pm - 8pm

TUESDAY 26th OCTOBER
Lochranza Swimming Club                                                                                     Kinloch 11am - 12pm
Army Cadets                                                                          Auchrannie Road, 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Pop Quiz                                                                                                      Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Alcoholics Anonymous                                                                       Brodick Church Hall -  2pm
Citizens Advice                                                    Open 10am - 2pm 4 - 6pm (Appointment Only)

Youth Club                                                                                          Kildonan Hall - 6.30pm
Rotary Club Glencloy Suite, Auchrannie 7.15pm
Junior Hockey Club                                                                       Ormidale Pavillion, 6-7pm
Open Music Session                                                                      Catacol Bay Hotel, 8.30pm
Motocross Practice (Weather Permitting) Southbank Farm Track, 6pm
Melody Movemenet. Ballet Class - 2½ yrs up Auchrannie Dance Studio, 1.30pm
Dudes & Divas Funky Dance Class - 2½ yrs up Auchrannie Dance Studio, 2pm
Country Dancing                                                                                   Brodick Hall, 7.30pm
Scottish Country Dancing                                                         Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm
Lamlash Church Guild ‘Mary’s Meals’                                                    Church Hall, 2pm
Indoor Bowls                                                                                       Corrie Hall, 2pm - 4pm

WEDNESDAY 27th OCTOBER
Hockey                                                                     Auchrannie Hall, 7pm - 8pm Games Hall
Tae Kwondo                                       KA Leisure, Kids 6.30 - 7.30pm. Adults 7.30 - 8.30pm 
Alcoholics Anonymous                                                 Lamlash Church Hall -  7.30pm- 9pm
Arran Brass Rehearsal Whiting Bay Hall 7.15pm
Country/ Blues session                                                                                Ormidale. 9.30pm
Selt Making Class
Musical Mayhem Class Parents & Little Ones            Auchrannie Dance Studio, 10.45am
Yoga for Every Body                                                                                       10am -11.30am       
Senior Badminton                                                         High School Games Hall, 8pm - 9pm
Museum, Archives & Geneology Servic               10.30am - 12.30pm and 1.30pm - 3.30pm

                                                             9.45am to 10.30am Auchrannie Hotel Pool
Yogalates                                                                      9.30am to 10.30am Auchrannie Studio
Circuit Training                                                              Auchrannie Games Hall, 6pm - 7pm
Healing Rooms                                                                Ormidale Pavilion, 11am - 12.30pm

THURSDAY 28th OCTOBER
General Knowledge Quiz                                                             The Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Citizens Advice                                                                                            Open 10am - 2pm
Lochranza Craft Club                                                                                              Hall, 2pm                     
Coffee Morning                                                                 St Molios Church 10.30am - 12pm
Table Tennis                                                                                    Kildonan Hall, 3pm - 5pm
Youth Club                                                                                 Youth Cabin, Lamlash 7-9pm
Brodick Bridge Club                                                                                      Golf  Clubhouse
Athletics                                                                    High School Games Hall, 4.45pm - 6pm
Senior Fitness                                                          9.30am to 11.30am Auchrannie Spa Gym
Ladies Night                                                                                   Bar Eden, Whiting Bay
Pilates                                                                                      6 pm to 7pm Auchrannie Studio
Pub Quiz                                                                                                    Kinloch Hotel, 9pm
Ladies Night                                                                                   Bar Eden, Whiting Bay
Wee Blether Soup & Sandwiches                                     Whiting Bay Hall, 12pm - 1.30pm
Brodick Embroidery Group                                             Brodick Library, 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Arran Garden Club - Speaker Jim Jack                                           Ranger Centre, 7.30pm

FRIDAY 29th OCTOBER
Arran Pipe Band Practice                                                                     Brodick Hall, 7.30pm
Citizens Advice                                                                                             Open 10am - 2pm
Quiz Whiting Bay Golf Club, 9pm
Over 21’s Disco                                                                              The Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Aq                                                                9.45am to 10.30am  Auchrannie Hotel Pool
Yogalates                                                                              10am to 11am Auchrannie Studio
DJ                                                                                   Bar Eden, Whiting Bay, 9pm - 1am
Seniors Badminton  (Over 50)                                                  Auchrannie Games Hall, 2pm
Arran Ceilidh Dance Group                                           Lamlash Church  Hall, 8pm - 10pm
Jazz Cafe Whiting Bay Hall, 8pm
Lamlash Friday Club                                                   Lamlash Church Hall, 2pm - 3.30pm
Corrie & Sannox Church Coffee Morning                                              Village Hall, 10am
Raft Race                                     Lochranza & Catacol Village Hall, 7.30pm
Ladies Indoor Bowls                                                                      Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Mens Indoor Bowls                                                                   Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm
Race Night                                                           Lochranza & Catacol Village  Hall, 7.30pm

SATURDAY 30th OCTOBER
Farmers Market                                                                       Kilmory Hall, 10.30am - 2pm
Halloween Disco and Live Band                                                Brodick Hall, 8pm - 12am

To appear in Whats On telephone the Arran Banner 01770 302142



www.arranbanner.co.uk THE ARRAN BANNER, Saturday, 23 October, 2010 17

PROPERTY RECRUITMENT

PUBLIC NOTICES

ALAMREY, WHITING BAY
GUIDE PRICE £130,000
Recently refurbished and extended 
detached chalet bungalow in a 
quiet location within Silverhill. 
Accommodat ion  compr ises 
en t rance  ha l l ,  two  doub le 
bedrooms, open plan lounge/
dining room/kitchen and shower 
room. Decked terrace and secluded 
garden with off road parking. Full 
electric central heating and double glazing. Most attractive holiday 
home or full time residence.

FREEWATERS, THE AVENUES,  
LAMLASH
GUIDE PRICE £365,000
This delightful, modern detached 
bungalow situated in a quiet pocket 
of Lamlash, enjoys spectacular 
views of Lamlash Bay and The Holy 
Isle and is a short walk to Lamlash 
Golf Course.  Set amidst attractive 
lawns and herbaceous borders, 
the accommodation comprises: 
4 bedrooms (master en-suite) 
spacious lounge, dining room, open-plan kitchen / living room; family 
bathroom, utility room; pantry and integral double garage.  There is full 
oil central heating, double glazing and solar panels.

FOR SALE
HOUSE & BUILDING PLOT,

KILDONAN
3 Bedroom detached house in approx ¼ acre with adjacent 

building plot approx ¼ acre with full planning permission
for a 3-bedroom house. Direct access to beach

Guide price house  £340K
Building plot guide price £90K

Will separate
Telephone 01770 820276

LONG LET 
AVAILABLE NOW

4 BEDROOM FARM HOUSE
KINGS CROSS
NO DOGS OR DSS

Telephone Maggie 700616

Wee Meadow Cottage, 
Pirnmill, Isle of Arran, 
KA27 8HP
Brodick 20 miles
An attached cottage with 
stunning views.
Entrance porch and hall, 
sitting/dining room, kitchen, 
bedroom 1 with en-suite 

shower room, bedroom 2 with en-suite bathroom, shower 
room.
Outbuildings: Attached store and detached garden shed.
Gardens: Front and rear garden and parking area.

Contact: Strutt and Parker, 
150 St. Vincent Street, 
Glasgow, G2 5NE

For details contact Strutt & Parker: 0141 225 3880
Email: glasgow@struttandparker.com

BRODICK
2 Bedroomed Cottage

Long let available 
from November 2010

Please contact – 01770 302160

KILDONAN HOTEL
Looking for experienced staff

Bar, Dining Room and Kitchen
including Chef.

Live in available
Enquiries to Ryan Hughes

01770820207
info@kildonanhotel.com

Cleaner Required
24 Houses in Corrie 

needing Builders Clean 
Please telephone Helen 

01770600242

AGM
Arran Theatre & Arts Trust

Annual General Meeting
To be held in Brodick 

Public Library
At 5pm on Wednesday 

3rd November
All are welcome to attend

Scottish Charity No. SC006027

Shiskine & Machrie
Senior Citizens

AGM
Kinloch Hotel

Tues 2nd November
8pm
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which 
relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications owned by 
Wyvex Media.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media on the one part 
and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the 
delivery of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply 
with the British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement 
by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance 
of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, 
mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher 
before the publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right 
to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots 
Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover 
payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in 
the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher 
may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by 
any total or partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution 
of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an 
advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may 
be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, 
refund or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission 
does not materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within fourteen 
days of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total liability of the 
Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full 
refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement 
in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective 
advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the 
Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling upon 
the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions 
arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of 
a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising 
Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order 
by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with 
the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days 
from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the 
event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment interest at 
a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until 
the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy 
of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised 
with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our 
conditions.

FREE TO UPLIFT
BAGGED MANURE. Oak-
bank, Lamlash. Donation if de-
sired to Arran RDA Tel 600752
IKEA COMPUTER table and 
shelves. 140 cm x 75cm Tel 
700485
WORKING SLIDE PROJEC-
TOR. Tel 810659

TRADE CLASSIFIED

WOOD FUELS

Standard and Made-to-measure Pressure Treated 
Heavy Duty Timber, Sheds and Garages.

Sawn Pressure Treated Timber in most sizes and 
lengths, Fencing Stobs & Posts

Garden Gates, Field Gates, Tool Stores, Coal 
Bunkers, Fence Panels & Trellising

Firewood, Kindling, Sawdust and Bark Chippings.

Cladach Sawmill
Brodick. Tel/Fax: 01770 302471

Mobile: 07803 625248

SAWMILL

MAINTENANCE

Andrew Ross-Bain
Chimney Sweeping

Window Cleaning 

Exterior House and 
Garden Maintenance

Groundworks

Tel 01770 870214
Mobile 07810820374
andyrossbain@live.co.uk

DECORATORS

Stevie’s Decor
Painting and 
Decorating

Interior and Exterior
Free Estimates

Tel: Stevie Newall 
01770 600168

Mobile 07901592922

FURNITURE RESTORATION

Tel 860236
Mob. 07733738127

JOHN DIVINE
Furniture 

Restoration & Repair

Antique and Modern

French Polishing

AERIALS

STONE WORK

DRIVE TIMES
GARDEN SERVICES

Find us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbanner

Clarks Tree & 
Garden Services

 Tree Felling & Pruning
 Hedge Cutting
 Garden Tidy
 Leaf Clearing
 Power Washing
 House Maintenance

LANTRA QUALIFIED
FULLY INSURED

Tel 01770 870546
M 07919411832

WANTED
DOUBLE  EXTENDING al-
luminium extending ladder. Tel 
07792452814
DOG CAGE for medium size 
dog. Tel 700672 (eves)
ELECTRIC GENERATOR 
suitable to power cement mixer 
Tel 601372
PETROL, DIESEL cement 
mixer Tel 601372
CAR/BIKE/Quad trailer. Tel 
07827777875
POND BUILDER seeks old 
carpet. Will collect Tel 303912

DISCOS

NEED THE PARTY TO GO 
WITH A BANG?
THE ‘X’ FACTORY 
MOBILE DISCO
Mobile DJ for parties, weddings 
or band support. 
Ceilidh dances or theme events 
also catered for.
Full sound system and lighting
Music for all tastes and ages
Call the ‘X’ Men 0n 01770 830615

GUTTER CLEANING

MISCELLANEOUS
TWO GALVANISED cow ring 
feeders. Tel 860308
OIL FILLED Raeburn stove Tel 
860308

FURNITURE
WALL UNIT 6’ x 5’ Tel 
07919553001
GLASS TOPPED coffee table 
and corner unit. Both mahogany 
Tel 07919553001
KING SIZE bed, pine base, 
orthapaedic mattress. One year 
old £200 Tel 302949

GARDENING
GREENHOUSE 6’ x 8’ Tel 
07919553001

PAT TESTING

LOST
CHILDS DARK GREY suit 
jacket. Age 8 Brodick  Bar- 
Lamlash Worn once to funeral 
on 8th October. Tel 600790

CLASSIFIEDS

GUTTER
CLEANING

Prices are £3.50 per meter for 
domestic and £5.50 per meter 

for commercial.
Our telescopic survey camera system 
allows us to see all the way along the 

gutters, this
will identify any potential blockages 
and you will only be charged for the 

lineal meter that
needs cleaning.  But there is a 

Minimum Charge of £20.

Arran Cleaning Services Ltd
Tel 303555 or mobile 07788554287

More information can be found at
www.arrancleaningservices.com

J FERGUSON
Window
Carpet

Gutter Cleaning
and

Power Washing

Tel 01770 302560
M 07979 933 702

A D Robson
Plastering, Electrical 

and Building 
Maintenance

All types of plastering 
work undertaken

Electrical Installation
PAT Testing

Digital TV Aerials
Wall and Floor Tiling

Roof repairs
General Building 

Maintenance 

Call Tony 01770 700557 
for Free Estimate

Bryan Farquhar
Tel 01770303902

Mobile 07908759788
arranstonemasonry@gmail.com

Arran Stonemasonry
All forms of stonework 

undertaken.  

From dry-stone dykes to full 
house restoration to cleaning 
and restoring grave stones.

All work carried out to a very 
high standard.

£2500 o.n.o.

03 Reg 54,200 miles
MOT March 11  
Taxed Jan 11

Blue, Good condition
Ideal car for winter.

Telephone: 
07712678104

SUZUKI
GRAND VITARA

£3000

TOYOTA RAV-4 
GX VVTI

51 Plate, Only 84000 miles, Full Service 
History, One Year MOT,  Tax till Nov 10, 5 

Doors, 4x4, Manual, Petrol, Black, Very well 
maintained  inside and out, 4 new tyres and 

front pads just fitted.

Telephone: 
07814758812

or 07827777875

£1500 ono

2003 03 REG
HONDA CB500

Black, 5600 miles only, Taxed 
Feb 2011, MOT May 2011, 

Engine bars & fly screen fitted

Telephone: 
01770 302341
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CHURCH NOTICES

ARRAN FREE CHURCH
OF SCOTLAND

Sunday 24 October
Shiskine, 11am

Sunday School in the Church Hall
(Church is between Machrie & 

Blackwaterfoot)
Brodick, 7pm (Church is behind 

Rev David Karoon
All Welcome, Tel:860426

HOLY CROSS
 CATHOLIC CHURCH

Sunday Morning Mass 
11am

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

(in full communion with
 the Church of England)

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay.
Sunday 24 October

Holy Communion, 11am. 
Mr John Roberts

Coffee after service
Wednesday 27 October

 Holy Communion, 12.15 pm.
ALL WELCOME

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
(SCO15072)

Kilmory linked with Lamlash
“A faith to proclaim ~ a fellowship 

to share”
Sunday 24 October
Rev Gillean Maclean

Kilmory 10am
Lamlash 11.30am

In Lamlash
Guild Dedication Service

In both churches: 
All welcome, including families; 

children’s area

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF
SCOTLAND (continuing)

Sunday 24 October
Morning Service  

 11am
Trust Housing Lounge,Glen 

Estate,Glen Cloy Rd.Brodick
Evening Service 7pm

13 Glen Avenue,Brodick
Mr J. Macinnes
Prayer Meeting
Wednesday 27th

7pm
5 Glen Road,Brodick

Rev.D.Macleod
All welcome

ARRAN BAPTIST CHURCH.
Ormidale Pavilion

Brodick.
Sunday 24 October
10.45 - Communion 

Tea and Coffee from 11.10am
11.30am -  For all the family

Speaker: David Holland
Everyone very welcome

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
North Arran: Brodick, 

Corrie, Lochranza, 
Pirnmill and Shiskine.

Independent but 
working together.

Minister 
Rev Angus Adamson. 

Parish Asst 
Mrs Jean Hunter. 

Worship will be conducted in the 
above churches 

at the following times. to which all 
are invited - Families, young people 

and children welcome
Sunday 24 October

Brodick 10.30am 
Corrie 12pm

Lochranza 9.30am
Pirnmill  10.45am

Shiskine 12pm 
A service of Worship will also be 

held in Montrose House at 1.30pm

WHITING BAY AND
KILDONAN CHURCH OF 

SCOTLAND
Sunday 24 October                                                                                         

Worship will be led by the 
minister, Rev Elizabeth Watson 
at 10.30am. All welcome. Tea 
and coffee will be served in 
the transept after the service.                                                                      

.
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 

FRIENDS
(QUAKERS)

Sunday 24 October  
11am

 Bheinn Ard, N.Newton 
Lochranza.

Enquiries to Tessa 830622

PERSONAL

The ladies of Whiting Bay Golf Club held their end of 
season prizegiving on Tuesday 12 October. They were 
joined by special guest Mary Andrew, who has been 

named Honorary Ladies Starter. Everyone who won a 
competition this year received a goodie bag of golf ac-

cessories in recognition of their efforts. The ladies would 
like to thank Coast restaurant for hosting the evening 
and providing such great food and drinks. It is hoped 

that the night will encourage more ladies to join the club 
and play next year.

Arran 0 Greenock 73
Arran entertained Greenock 
Wanderers in a friendly rugby 
match at a sun-bathed Ormi-
dale Park last Saturday.

With many more resources 
and considerably bigger phy-
siques, the mainland team 
cruised over with a few early 
tries. Their ability to play 
the ball wide into space after 
hitting the ball up with the 
forwards allowed them to 
score freely. 

But the youthful Arran un-
der-18s kept their heads up 
and did their best with limited 
possession in a match that 
had to be treated as a learning 
curve. They are due credit for 
not letting their heads go down 

It was great to see a crowd at 
the game and the boys really 
appreciated the support.

This Saturday, October 23, 

home against Paisley/White-
craigs. After losing narrowly 
to them two weeks ago, the 
boys are determined to up their 
performance and win.

Arran team: 15 Greenock, 14 

Despite fears for it’s future, the Isle of Arran Ladies Darts 
League will continue once again this year for another season.

With only four teams taking part – Kildonan, Drift Inn, 
Catacol and Mac’s Bar – it was feared that the league could 
no longer continue.

24 November when Mac’s Bar will play Kildonan and the Drift 
Inn take on Catacol.

Throughout the winter season there will be a number of 

of charities.
Look out for more information nearer the time in The Ban-

ner. 

Whiting Bay Golf Club
Results: Gents: Sunday 17 Oc-
tober. Twenty-two played for 
the Hamilton Salver. SSS-63, 
CSS-63. 1 Ronnie Mann (10) 
60, 2 Nicol Auld (1) 65 BIH, 3 
Eddie Hope (11) 65 BIH, 4 Dave 
Hackett (16) 65. Nicol Auld 
won scratch with 66 and Ronnie 
Mann had two magic twos.

Fixtures: Sunday 24 October, 
Taylor Trophy (Greensome) 
Draw for partners just before 
11am for an 11am start. Sunday 
31 October, Gents Medal.

Machrie Bay Golf Club
Results: Winter cup, round one 
Tuesday October 5. 1 David 
Price 62, 2 Ian Buchanan 65 BIH, 
3 Alastair MacDonald 65. Magic 
two David Price

Round two Monday October 
11. 1 Elizabeth Ross 61 BIH, 
2 David Scott 61, 3 Hugh Mc-
Clelland 63. Magic two Alastair 
MacDonald.

Brodick Golf Club
Results: Winter Cup, Wednes-
day 13 October. Eleven turned 
up to play and all including 
the ‘Lamlash two who did 
not play last week’ played. 
One will be very happy as 
he was in the prize money.
The weather was reasonable 
with one member still thinking 
it’s summer and turning out in 
shorts; Bill doesn’t mind the cold.
The scoring was very good there 

Ladies darts league resumes

were four magic twos with Derek 

makes perfect as he had three 

This early in the season there 
are still a few sharks about but 
they will soon be caught by the 
handicap system. Derek was on 

6=58, and while he is not a shark 

Kroner with 77-16=61, beating 
into third place by the better 
inward half Hamish McArthur 
78-17=61. Let’s hope the weather 
remains kind to us and we get a 
few more dry Wednesdays.

S u n d a y  1 7  O c t o -
b e r,  1 9  p l a y e d  C S S  6 6 .

Alistair Hume got two for the 
second week in a row, Alastair 
Dobson, Gordon Hendry, Rob-
ert McCrae and Angus Rob-
ertson all getting one each.
The weather was very change-
able through the day with four 
of the afternoon players walking 
in due to the adverse weather.
1 Henry Tait 40 pts (21), 2 Gor-
don Hendry 38pts (9), 3 Douglas 
Robertson 37pts (15).

Corrie Golf Club
Results: Saturday 16 October, 
Medal Sweep, 13 played, CSS 
61. 1 J McGovern 63-8=55, 2 A 
Smith 69-11=58, 3 M Elliot 75-
14=61. Best scratch J McGovern 
63. There were magic twos from 
S Beardsley, A Smith and J Mc-
Connachie.

Monday 18 October, Monday 
Cup, 16 played. 1 S Cline 76-
17=59 BIH, 2 A Smith 78-11=59, 
3 D Price 71-11=60. Best Scratch 
A Smith and J Adams 70. There 
were magic twos from B Rooney, 
J Adams, A Smith, D Price and D 

Crawford. Fixtures: Saturday 23 
October, Medal Sweep at 8.30am 
and 1pm (12.50pm for 1pm). 
Monday 25 October, Monday 
Cup, 12pm (11.50am for draw). 
Saturday 30 October, Joe Mc-
Kenzie Trophy (Stableford) at 
8.30am and 12pm (11.50am for 
12pm). Please note time. 

Shiskine Golf Club 
Results: Ladies Arran Chal-
lenge 2010, 181 ladies played. 
Scratch M Quigley (Craig Millar 
Park) 50+47=97. First Class: 1 
I Morton (Kirkhill) 43+41=84 
BIH, 2 G Pollock (Skelmor-
lie) 42+42=84, 3 A Liddell 
(Ratho Park) 42+45=87. Second 
Class: 1 C Murphy (Skelmorlie) 
44+44=88 BIH, 2 L Murray 
(Brodick) 38+50=88, 3 I Light-
body (Skelmorlie) 46+46=92 
BIH.

Congratulations to Irene Mor-

ton who is the winner of the 2010 
Arran Challenge!

Lamlash Golf Club
Thursday 14 October, 9 Hole 
Medal-Front 9, 17 played. 1 
D Macfarlane 30-0.5=29.5, 2 
Alan Smith 37-5.5=31.5 BIH, 3 
Mark Wren 37-5.5=31.5 BIH, 4 
D Robertson 33-1.5=31.5. Best 
Scratch D Macfarlane 30. There 
was a two from Dougie Macfar-
lane at the 4th.

Sunday 17 October, Glenburn 
Cup, CSS 64, 12 played. 1 R
Burke 75-14=61, 2 Iain Murchie 
65-4=61, 3 A Burke 84-21=63. 
Best Scratch Iain Murchie 65. 
There was a two from Alan 
Smith at the 16th.

Fixtures: Saturday 23 October, 
Lamlash GC v Barassie GC, 
Team Game, 9am start. 

Sunday 24 October, Glenburn 
Cup 9.30am and 12pm starts. 

Learning curve in the sunshine 
for Arran under-18 rugby boys

They shall not pass 
– Arran’s loose head prop 
Andrew Earle holds off 

the entire Greenock pack.     
02_b43rug02 

Greenock, 13 Jack Barbour, 
12 Charlie Boal, 11 Michael 
Jenks, 10 Donald McEachern, 

MacNeil, 7 Scott Currie, 6 
Robbie Bayne, 5 Beau Gray, 
4 Iain Bayne, 3 Ryan Boal, 
2 Jack McQueen, 1 Andrew 
Earle. Waterboys; Liam Boal 
and Stuart McMaster. Man 
of the match: shared between 
Beau Gray and Scott Currie; 
for their tireless workrate 
and tackling throughout the 
game.

Fiona MacLellan, daughter of May and the late David
MacLellan of Lamlash was married to Stewart Howie, son 

of Mrs Lillian Howie and the late Robert of Ayr, in Lamlash
Parish Church on Saturday 2nd October.

The couple enjoyed a honeymoon in the Western Isles and 
have returned to their home in Ayr.

Marion
50 and still beautiful

Love from the family

A GREAT BIG
THANK YOU
To Richard and staff 

at the Auchrannie, the 
Ambulance Service, the 

Doctors and staff at 
Golden Jubilee Hospital, 
Crosshouse Hospital and 
Lamlash Hospital, Doctor 

Campbell and Jo Earle, 
family and friends who 

were so kind to me during 
this difficult time.

I will be heading back to 
the United States soon, but 

again thank you to all.
Julie Mechan 

(Betty Bunyan’s sister)
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NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING

Recycled paper made 
up 75.5% of the 

raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004

The victorious Southend team with all three Arran football trophies.    02_b43soc03

The results from Monday 18 October were as follows: N/S 
1 T Adamson/E McConnel +650, 2 H Boyd and E McKeller 
–960, 3 L Trickett/M McGill –970. 

E/W 1 D and M Bruce +2860, 2 E McNiven and E Paul 
+2610, 3 E Sillars/J McBride +2170. 

The results on Thursday 14 October were as follows: N/S 1 
Pat Adamson and Janette McBride 90, 2 Roddy Thompson 
and Wendy McNiven –180, 3 Fiona Crawford and David 
Henderson –1380.

E/W 1 Margaret and Douglas Bruce +2690, 2 Helen Boyd 
and Liz Paul +2180

3 Evelyn Sillars and Linda Trickett +1800.

The new season of the Arran Pool League, sponsored by Cop-
perwheats, will begin this Thursday (October 28) and this year 
there are nine teams taking part.

PT1934, Mac’s Bar, Kildonan, Catacol, teamGoil, PHT and 
the Drift will be joined by two separate teams from the Bar 
Eden in Whiting Bay.

Bar Eden v Kildonan, Mac’s Bar v PHT, teamGoil v Bar Eden 
B, Drift v Catacol and PT1934 have a bye. 

Thursday 4 November: Kildonan v Mac’s Bar, PHT v team-
Goil, Bar Eden B v Catacol, Drift v PT1934 and Bar Eden 
have a bye. 

Thursday 11 November: Bar Eden v PHT, Mac’s Bar v Bar 
Eden B, teamGoil v Drift, PT1934 v Kildonan and Catacol 
have a bye. 

-
nalised until the Captains’ Meeting on Sunday 30 October at 
2pm in the PHT when dates will be arranged for the Knockout 
Cup.

Arran Bridge results

Southend do the island 
treble

Pool league gets underway

Southend won the Arran Cup 
Final last Saturday when they 

four in a thrilling match at 
Sandbraes Stadium. 

This gave the MBS and Prin-
gle Joinery boys a clean sweep 
of all three island football 
trophies, having already won 
the league championship and 
Arran Haulage Cup.

The 2010 Arran football 
season eventually came to a 
conclusion last weekend when 
Lamlash faced Southend in 
the rearranged final of the 
Knockout Cup.

The match had been post-
poned from last month when 

But on Saturday they both 
managed to get together suf-

turned out to be a showpiece 
match.

Nicky Emsley takes the ball off Euan Evans. 
    02_b43soc04

The final would normally 
have been played at the neutral 
venue of Brodick, but Arran 
Under 18s were playing rugby 
at the Ormidale Park and Lam-
lash pitch was unavailable.

Euan Ingram opened the 
scoring for Southend with a 
header from a Donny Park 
cross, and when young Donny 
slotted a second from close 

yellows looked to be cruis-
ing.

But goals by Euan Evans and 
Lee Little soon restored the 
balance for Lamlash.

As the second half got under-
way, Lamlash looked to be in 
control, but further goals from 
Euan Ingram and Nicky Ems-
ley put Southend 4-2 up.

Then a classic free kick by 
Euan Evans cleared the de-
fensive wall and ricocheted 

McDonald no chance in the 
Southend goal. Lee Little 
notched another from close 
range to make for a nail-bit-

With 20 minutes to go, young 
13-year-old Lamlash substi-
tute Johnny Sloss came on 
to take over from his father 
Bobby, who one Southend 
wag commented has been 
playing for Lamlash since The 
Beatles were at number one.

Nicky Emsley secured his 

hat trick with another two 
goals and the valiant come-
back by Lamlash was over.

Team captain Danny Head 
received the trophy from 
referee Ian McDonald and 
Nicky Emsley cracked open 
the champagne to start an 
evening of celebrations.

This victory continued 
Southend’s purple patch, 
having won eight out of the 
last nine football trophies on 
the island.

Cup final win gives Southend
a clean sweep of all
three football trophies 
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