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REPORT
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editor@arranbanner.co.uk

A grass-roots effort to bring 
back into use derelict farm-
land in Whiting Bay has-
received a double funding 

ever community initiative to 
buy land on Arran has taken 
a major step forward.

A consultant has been hired 
to carry out a feasibility study 
and a community engage-

to assist his work.
The Arran Community Land 

Initiative (ACLI) proposes 
to buy nearly 33 hectares of 
disused arable grazing land 
above Whiting Bay for the 
development of sports such 
as mountain biking, pony 
trekking and walking.

Funding has been secured 
from the Big Lottery Fund for 
a feasibility study to be carried 
out and the charity has taken 
on consultant David Warnock 
from Callander, Perthshire to 
carry out the work.

He will have until March 
next year to complete the 
wide ranging study ahead of 
an application being made 
to the Scottish Land Fund to 
buy the land.

He will be assisted in his 
work by a community en-

Arran’s heirlooms valued by experts 

Double funding boost
for community land bid

hired on a three-to-six-month 
contract to assist the develop-
ment of the project paid for 
with funding from Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise.

Much of the work in secur-
ing the funding and hiring the 
consultant and his assistant 
has been carried out by the 
Board of Trustees treasurer 
Juliette Walsh.

She said: ‘We are delighted 
that we have been able to se-
cure this funding. So far the 
trustees have had a lot of sup-
port and guidance from the 
Highlands and Islands En-
terprise and we really hope 
to make a strong application 
next spring to the Scottish 
Land Fund with the help of 
the local community,

‘We will be holding an open 
meeting to introduce the com-

once they are appointed and 
we are happy to hear from the 
public of any ideas they may 
have for the project.’

The feasibility study will 
consult members of the pub-
lic and local organisations 
such as Visit Arran and es-
tablish opinion on the project 
and ideas for visitor and local 
usage.

The board says the project 
is needed as the island lacks a 
substantial area of land which 

recreational activities. It says 
that although there are some 
walking routes in the area 
many of them make use of 
forestry timber transportation 
roads which are not ideal be-
cause of the sharp, stony sur-
face and frequently passing 
giant timber lorries.

There will be a review of the 
present condition of the land, 
an assessment of potential 
funding sources for develop-
ing the site and consideration 

It will also complete a 
-

tion for running the project 
which will detail the costs 
of mountain biking, rid-
ing and walking trails.
The committee has agreed 
that the mountain bike ele-
ment could be prioritised in 

-
ed that this will be the main 
attraction.

The study will also high-
light any potential stumbling 
blocks to running the project.

a need to run further practi-
cal education courses on the 
island to enable both school 
students, school leavers and 

-
tions in rural, agricultural and 
horticultural skills through an 
accredited provider such as 

Argyll College UHI, giving 
the possibility of study from 
home and retaining a skilled 
workforce on the island.

There are four board mem-
bers for the project. 

Chairman is Tim Allan, ac-
tive schools coordinator on 
the island and a member of 
Arran Bike Club, secretary is 
Janice Miller, a senior nurse 
at Arran War Memorial Hos-

pital, Richard Fletcher, a free-
lance web designer and pho-
tographer and Juliette Walsh, 
who is also the chairwoman 
of the Roots of Arran Com-
munity Trust.

Ayr-based auctioneer Michael Callan discusses the history of a vase with Brenda 
and Jim Stewart at a free auction valuation day in The Douglas Hotel, Brodick on 
Saturday.  Islanders flocked to the event with paintings, antiques and jewellery.
Read all about it on page two. 20_b42value01
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8-seater taxis available

Ardrossan Harbour to:

Glasgow Airport
£30.00

Prestwick Airport
£25.00

Return bookings and other 
prices on request.

It pays to advertise in the Arran Banner

HENDRY’S FUNERAL SERVICES LTD
15 Glen Avenue, Brodick

Your Local Independent Funeral Director
S A I F Member

All funeral arrangements
Agents for Golden Charter Funeral Plans and 

Robertson Memorials
Tel Clair on 01770 302233

ARRAN HERITAGE MUSEUM
Rosaburn, Brodick,

Open daily 
10.30am to 4.30pm 

END OF SEASON SALE

20% OFF 
ALL SHOP GOODS

Closing at 1.30pm on the last 
day of the season - Sunday 27th 

October

Hotel to be 
converted into 
home
A hotel in Blackwaterfoot 
has closed its doors for the 
last time.

The owners of Blackwa-
terfoot Lodge have applied 
to North Ayrshire Council 
for planning permission to 
convert the hotel into a resi-
dential home.

Ian and Ann Relf also plan 
to make alterations which 

self catering chalets and the 
erection of a double garage.

Blackwaterfoot Lodge 
was built at the end of the 
19th century and had seven 
bedrooms and a self-catering 
cottage until it closed last 
month.

Golf club sell-
off plan to be 
decided by 
councillors

Arran residents dusted down 
family heirlooms and head-
ed to Brodick on Saturday to 
have them valued.

Ayr auctioneers Thomas 
R Callan held a free auction 
valuation day in the Douglas 
Hotel where islanders could 
take their paintings, antiques 
and jewellery.

has held a valuation day on 
the island, although it does a 
lot of work on Arran.

And auctioneers Michael 
Callan and David Miller, 
who have featured in TV 
shows including The An-
tiques Road Trip and Celeb-
rity Cash in the Attic, had 
a busy day with a steady 
stream of visitors through-
out the day.

Mr Callan said: ‘We had a 
great response and are de-
lighted. We were kept go-
ing throughout the day and 

Woman fined 
for assaulting 
police
An Arran woman has been 

-
ick.

Donna Clark, aged 48, of 
Glen Place, admitted the 
offences which occurred at 
around 7.30pm on July 26.

Kilmarnock Sheriff Court 
heard that the police had 
been contacted on three 
occasions and each time the 
call had been terminated.

They then proceeded to 

establish what the problem 
was. They were allowed 
access but the accused soon
became threatening and be-
gan to shout and swear at the 

It was clear that she was 
-

hol and she was arrested for 
the manner in which she was 
behaving.

She then kicked out at PC 
Clare James, assaulting her 
in the stomach.

Mrs Clark said she was 
thoroughly ashamed by her 
actions and apologised to the 
police the next day.

Sheriff Ireland ordered 
her to pay a total of £450, 
reduced from £550 because 
of her guilty plea. 

Councillors will next week 
decide if a bid to build a 
house on land owned by 
Lamlash Golf Club is to get 
the go ahead.

The club wants to sell a par-
cel of land with planning per-
mission for a house in a bid to 
give a substantial cash boost 
to club funds.

An earlier bid by the club 
to develop the land in Manse 
Road and adjacent to the resi-
dential Margnaheglish Estate 
was rejected by North Ayr-

-

cials. Now with the support 
of Councillor John Bruce an 
amended application has been 

Council and will be consid-
ered by planning councillors 
next week.

He has already received the 
backing of independents Rob-
ert Barr and Ronnie McNicol 
for the plan. In backing the 
proposals Councillor Bruce 
says the golf club is ‘integral 
to the social life and economy 

He is also concerned about  
the impact on sustainable 
employment as the golf club 
provides jobs for up to 12 lo-
cal people. ‘A not inconsid-

added.
The 0.1Ha site is presently 

waste ground which has 
been used over the years for 
the dumping of excess soil, 
rocks, waste vegetation and 
grass clippings from the golf 

to golfers.
In making their case to be 

allowed to sell the land for 
development the club captain 
Jim Stewart told planners: ‘ 

‘The sale of this plot of land 
would, at a stroke, allow the 
club to eliminate the current 
debt and proceed with club-
house and course improve-
ments which are central to 
attracting visitors.

‘However, without a ma-

would come from the sale 
of this land, the future of the 

In order to maximise the 
value of the site, to the ben-

house has to be substantial.
The club has already re-

ceived an offer from an Arran 

house which would be built 
in a farm steading style and 
has been amended since the 
last application was refused.

The plan has the backing 
of Arran Community Coun-
cil and Mr Stewart told The 
Banner:  ‘I think we have a 
fair amount of support. Sell-
ing the land would make a big 

The application will be 
considered by the planning 
committee on Wednesday 23 
October.

David Miller values a silver tray brought to the 
event. 20_b42value02

Busy day at Brodick 
heirloom valuations

He said they had seen 
around 100 individuals and 
couples throughout the day.

‘A lot of people got a few 
surprises and have put the 
items up for auction next 
month, others simply want-
ed a valuation, which was 

They also arranged a 
number of home visits on 
the day.

The most valuable item, 
which will go on sale from 
the day, was a painting by 
20th century Scottish artist 
Anne Redpath. It is expect-
ed to fetch between £3,000 
and £5,000. Other items of 
higher value were seen on 
the day, but have not been 
put up for sale.

Mr Callan said: ‘We will 
certainly repeat the day 
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It pays to advertise in the Arran Banner 

ARDROSSAN
HARBOUR
TO YOUR DESTINATION

Mainland Taxis
07921 998457
01294 463556
Glasgow City Centre £42

Glasgow Airport £30

Prestwick Airport £25

Irvine Central Hospital £14

Crosshouse Hospital £20

Ayr Hospital £32

Troon Harbour £22

Kilmarnock £23

Ayr £28
For other quotes just ask!
Friendly Reliable Service
www.mainland-taxis.co.uk
7 SEATER WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE VEHICLE 
AVAILABLE

Tributes pour in for Arran 
quad biking star killed in Italy

Arran is a community in deep
mourning this week follow-
ing the tragic death of young
quad-bike racing champion
Connor Smith.

The popular 19-year-old
from Machrie was killed in
a crash while representing
Great Britain at a prestigious
event in Italy.

And after the accident on
Sunday, hundreds of tributes
poured in from family, neigh-
bours, friends and sporting
colleagues.

Connor suffered fatal mul-
tiple injuries when a fellow

Connor Smith, a champion quad racer from Machrie, 
has died at the age of 19. Pictures by Andy Surridge 

‘A great friend, committed competitor and huge inspiration 
to quad riders young and old, in Scotland and beyond’

rider landed on top of him,
pinning him to his handle-
bars.

Paramedics were imme-
diately on the scene and the
event was stopped as emer-
gency crews battled to save
his life.

He was taken to a nearby
hospital but he tragically died
from his injuries.

Connor was killed in the

Quad of Nations champion-
ships which were being held
in Cingoli near Ancona, in
Central Italy.

He had arrived at the week-
end race event last Friday
with team mates Paul Holmes
and Luke Cooper and they

had been among the favour-
ites to win.

Besides Connor, an Italian
rider Filippo Rondinini, 27,
was also injured in the pile up
and he was taken to hospital
but his condition was not de-
scribed as serious.

as soon as the teenager’s

minute’s silence was held in
memory of the rider.

An entry on the Facebook
page of Quad Scotland read:
‘Connor Smith RIP.

‘Deeply saddened and
shocked to learn today of the
tragic loss of Connor Smith,
our 2013 Champion; a great
friend, committed competitor
and huge inspiration to quad
riders young and old, in Scot-
land and beyond.

‘He achieved so much in his
short life, and had so much
still to give. Our thoughts and
sympathies go to Bill, Jackie,
family and friends.’

After the death was an-
nounced to the crowd a mes-
sage was read out from his

father which said: ‘My son
Connor died taking part in a
sport he loved. He was rep-
resenting the colours of his
nation.’

As the message was read
out fans applauded and fel-
low riders gathered at the
spot where the accident died
to hold a prayer vigil before
the race was cancelled.

A tribute was also posted
on the website of the Italian
Quad Bike Federation which
read: ‘There are no words
to describe the state of our
souls.

‘All the staff, riders, man-

Italian Quad Bike Federation
unite in giving their condo-
lences to the family of Con-
nor Smith, who we are united
with in grief and pain.’

A police spokesman said
they were investigating the
accident to establish wheth-
er all safety procedures had
been implemented and to de-
cide whether anyone should
face criminal charges if they
were breached.

Connor in action doing the sport he loved.
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Unbelievable Value For Money.

BESPOKE 
HANDCRAFTED 
KITCHENS

Pensioner loses camera
A family has made a plea after an 81-year-old man lost his 
digital camera on a visit to Arran.

Daughter Bernadette Black thinks her dad lost the camera 
on Monday 14 October  ‘somewhere between the walk up to 
the standing stones at Machrie Moor, the Kildonan Hotel or 
Lamlash’.

She said: ‘I can’t remember the make but as usual it was not 
the cost that is the issue but the pictures he has taken that are 

New director joins Arran 
Brewery

Lots of golf balls were just one of a number of strange and exciting items found during the recent 
Lamlash beach clean up on Sunday. Volunteers spent several hours clearing litter from the beach and the 
foreshore in an end of season spruce up before the winter storms deposit more rubbish on the shoreline. 
The event was organised by Lamlash Improvements Group in conjunction with COAST. Keiran and 
Thomas Robinson are pictured having  fun with some of the golf balls found during the litter clean up 
with Susan Robinson and Pamela Singleton.

The boss of Caledonian Mari-
time Assets Limited (CMAL) 
is moving on from his posi-
tion after six years leading 
the organisation.

Guy Platten, who was ap-
pointed the chief executive 

Arran Brewery has strength-
ened its board ahead of 
itscrowd funding move next 
month.

Nick Pyne has been appoint-
ed as a non-executive director 
and brings 25 years of techni-
cal experience in brewing to 
the Arran team.

After learning the basics of 
brewing and packaging with 
Scottish and Newcastle in 
the late 1980s, Nick spent 11 
years working for the Whit-

in research and development 
and later within the project 
engineering department.

He also played a major role 
in the development of Bod-
dingtons from a local to a na-
tional brewer.

He then joined Interbrew 
and grew with the business 
from project engineer, in the 

-
ing the zone brewery support 

function across western, cen-
tral and eastern Europe for 
the world’s largest brewer AB 
InBev.

breweries in Russia, and has 
long experience in getting the 
best, both in terms of quality 
and throughput out of equip-
ment at minimum invest-
ment.

Managing director Gerald 
Michaluk said: ‘I am delight-
ed that Nick could join us on 
the board, he has been at the 
leading edge of technology 
innovation in the brewing in-
dustry for most of his career 
and has all the skills required 
to help advise on the scaling 
of Arran Brewery and build-
ing our new facilities.

‘There will be a few more 
additions to our board as we 
near the launch of our crowd 
funding initiative in Novem-
ber.’

‘Nick has been at the
leading edge of technology 
in the brewing industry’

Lamlash beach clean up

New shipping job for CMAL boss
inception, is leaving to take 
up the same role with the UK 
Chamber of Shipping.

CMAL owns Brodick pier 
and property at piers and har-
bours at more than 24 loca-
tions throughout west Scot-
land as well as Caledonian 
MacBrayne ferries.

Grenville Johnston, chair-
man at CMAL said: ‘We are 
sad to see him leaving. Guy’s 
contribution to the organisa-

tion has been immeasurable, 
leading us from our begin-
nings to the strong, solid po-
sition we are now in.

‘He has led an expe-
r i e n c e d m a n a g e m e n t 
team, who will continue to 
build on his work.’

Mr Platten said: ‘It has been 
a privilege to lead the team at 
CMAL and help establish the 
organisation as a key player 
in the delivery of vital, life-
line ferry and port infrastruc-

ture in Scotland.
‘I know I leave behind a 

talented and highly capable 
group.’ 

He will leave his position 
early in 2014 and will contin-
ue in his role at CMAL until 
then.

CMAL will begin a recruit-
ment search for a new chief 
executive immediately and 

a replacement before Mr Plat-
ten leaves.
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Wait goes on for courage award show

Here is the picture which
shows Arran Resilience
winning a coveted national
award.

Co-ordinator Dr David
Hogg travelled to Birming-
ham last month with Coast-

-

were shortlisted.
And on the night Arran Re-

silience beat off opposition
from the Metropolitan Police

to pick up the title Resil-
ience Team of the Year at the

Awards.
Arran has more than 120

together under the Resilience
umbrella and are aware of

drama performance is coming
to Arran later this month.

‘Inside Out’ deals with is-
sues of mental health and

-

-
ment with school pupils and

-

-
ance in the afternoon of Oc-
tober 22 and have a chance

seen with trained workers and
support staff.

Arran Resilience celebrates 
deserved victory at national 
awards

Dr David Hogg with the winning trophy flanked by Fiona Laing and Billy Currie.

each other’s skills and capa-
bilities and share training.

Team leaders from all the

each other better and there
is now an e-mail and text

integration and incredible
teamwork was demonstrated

in March which saw the team

In accepting the award Dr
Hogg said: ‘The organisa-

island responders.

team leaders and this award
recognises the local initiative

-
vided an effective means of
responding to the snow crisis

happening at Brodick Castle
later this month.

spirits will be wandering the
corridors and grounds of the

bravest to approach.

be leading tours of the build-
-

-
selves.

Who knows who - or what
- might appear!

and devilish spectres (castle
-

lica Bronze Age roundhouse

faerie world will round off

warm drink to revive shaken
nerves.

This is the third time in re-

invited both ghosts and guests
to their Hallowe’en festivities

-

over 200 locals daring the
grounds at night.

with tours leaving the castle

‘We are inviting all those

come along and experience
Arran’s most haunted loca-
tion for an evening of great

call Brodick Castle on 302202
for more details.

Drama explores 
mental health issues 

In order to let the wider
-

extra performance will take
place at 4pm in the school

Discussion

discussion with a panel of
experts including repre-

and Penumbra as well as the

Drug Partnership.

performance visit the Book

get them at the school door
on the night. Because of the
nature of some of the issues
tackled it is not recommended

have to wait a little longer.
Arran Mountain Rescue Team has been nominated for the

courage award for its work during the snow storms earlier

-

After the programme is broadcast people will have a short

show website with voting closing at midnight on Wednes-

on at Brodick Castle

Arran Banner
newsdesk
01770
302142
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Looking for help to let your 
holiday property?

Cottages and Castles
Scotland’s leading Self-catering Holiday Agents

Are visiting the island looking for quality 
properties and invite you to join us for a 

coffee and a chat
 Wednesday 23 October 2013
Douglas Hotel, Brodick, KA27 8AW

9.30 am – 6.00 pm

For an appointment call 
Carol 01463 226990 or just call in
www.cottages-and-castles.co.uk

A swarm of Lion’s Mane jellyfish washed ashore on 
Pladda.

-

-

Brodick
Bowling Club 
results

-
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
-

-

-

-
-

It pays to advertise in the Arran Banner

Summer sun sees a 
big rise in numbers 
around the island

Strong winds leaves 
beach covered in
jellyfish

-

Jellyfish washed ashore can be seen on Lamlash beach near Cordon. 20_b42jelly03

-

-

-

-

-

-

More tolerant

-

-

-
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Sitting MP Katy Clark has
been reselected as Labour’s
candidate for the next gen-
eral election.

Labour members in North
Ayrshire and Arran have
unanimously backed Ms
Clark who won the seat in
the 2005 and retained it in
2010, increasing her share
in the vote.

Since becoming MP Ms
Clark has campaigned for
jobs and against poverty,
for decently funded public
services and to keep those
services in the public sec-
tor – and for better rights
at work

The MP said: ‘It is with
great pride that I have been
reselectedbyNorthAyrshire
and Arran Labour Party to
stand again. The next Gen-
eral Election could be the
most important campaign
to date. The current coali-
tion government is forcing

on the living standards of
millions of ordinary work-
ing people, with many in
North Ayrshire and Arran
hit particularly hard.

‘Labour present a real
alternative, however, with
pledges to scrap the ‘bed-
room tax’, freeze energy
prices, tax bankers’ bonus-

Call to keep backing MPA
More than 500 people have backed the proposal for a Ma-
rine Protected Area around the south of Arran.

Community of Arran Seabed Trust (COAST) which is
backing the plans says that while it is ‘delighted’ with the
response it wants more people to have their say.

Last week it put an abridged version of the Marine Scot-
land MPA response form in every copy of The Arran Ban-

an extra boost.
The public consultation ends on 13 November.

Proposed new 
support group 
for Arran

As host of The Review Show
and having presented numer-
ous arts documentaries over
the years, broadcaster and
journalist Kirsty Wark is well
versed in the art of criticism.

So it is perhaps something
of a surprise that she’s cho-

line by writing a novel, espe-
cially given the fact that bad
reviews can shoot a career
down before it’s even taken
off.

But Kirsty has stepped
away from the sanctuary of
the television studio and her
upcoming literary debut, The
Legacy of Elizabeth Pringle,
will be published in March
next year.

Set against the stunning
background of Arran, it is
a multi-generational story
of love and belonging that
revolves around a young
woman who inherits a house
by chance and slowly begins
to unlock its mysteries and
heartbreaking secrets.

Kirsty’s family have a long
connection to the island and
she told The Banner that it

novel here.
Although it has taken her out

A new support group that will

activities is to be set up on
Arran.

With support from the Ar-
ran Council for Voluntary
Service (ACVS), Jan McGre-
gor of Whiting Bay is look-
ing to establish a new group
that could focus on one of a
number of different artistic or
environmental areas.

Jan McGregor said: ‘Hav-
ing been involved in Art in

therapeutic effects of art on
people’s well being.

‘I believe other creative ac-
tivities have the same effect,
like singing, walking or gar-
dening.

‘Arran Community and
Voluntary Service (ACVS)
is aware that there may be

people living on Arran who
would love to be involved in
one of these activities.

‘They may be lonely, social-
ly isolated or just interested
in being involved. ACVS
have contacted the groups
they know about asking inter-
ested people to respond , but
there may be Banner readers
who would also be interest-
ed.’

The aim is to set up a new
support group for people on
Arran.

If you or someone you

group, Jan would like to hear
from you.

Which of the following ac-
tivities do you feel would be
most valuable: a community
garden group, walking group,
musical group, arts and crafts

group or environmental beach
cleaning group?

If you would like to help
with the setting up of a new
group, or would like to volun-
teer, or just attend, please con-
tact Arran CVS in Park Ter-
race, Lamlash, KA27 8NB or
phone 600611 between 10am
and 2pm Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday or Friday

this proposed group in the
doctors surgeries and the li-
brary, and they would really
like to hear from you before
November 1.

Jan added: ‘We know that
there are lots of opportunities
on Arran, but it is really hard
to go along to something on
your own, particularly if you
are new to Arran or you don’t
know many people. This
group might make it easier.’

‘Theraputic effects of arts on people’s well being’

Katy Clark MP has been reselected to fight her seat. 

es, increase free child care
and address the cost of liv-
ing crisis.

‘I am already campaign-
ing on these issues, and if
returned to Parliament at the
next general election will
ensure that my constituents
have a member that works in
their interests.’

Sinead Browne, chair of
Cunninghame North CLP,
said: ‘Since being elected

Katy has put local peo-

members have acknowl-
edged that by unanimously
reselecting her as our can-
didate for the next general
election. The local party
is now ready to support
Katy’s campaign and to

Labour government which
will put the many before
the few.’

Arran provides inspiration
for Wark’s debut novel

of her comfort zone, she add-
ed that it is something she’s
wanted to do for a while.

‘I always thought I’d like to

to force it,’ she said.
‘I actually had the idea nine

years ago but I didn’t have the
proper story until a couple of
years ago.’

Despite her busy schedule
as one of the presenters of the

programme, she managed

write it. Although she admits
it was a different kind of chal-
lenge to her day job.

‘It’s very different from do-
ing Newsnight and it’s com-
pletely different to TV where
you’re working with a team.

I love working with a team
and the whole creative proc-
ess where everyone plays
a different, but equal part.
With writing, though, you’re
on your own and you’re ab-
sorbed with yourself and the
story you’re writing.’

She divides her time be-
tween London and Scotland
and says the train journey ac-
tually helps.

‘With writing you really
need to shut yourself away
but this gives me four clear
hours to write, which is great,’
she said.

I love being a writer and I’ve
already started the next one
although it’s at a very early
stage.’



press policy
WE AT The Arran Banner do our utmost to make sure that all our reports 
are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on occasion, mistakes 
can occur in the hectic process of producing a local newspaper.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in print. 
The 

Arran Banner, Brodick, Arran giving your day-time telephone number 
where possible. 

This statement of policy will appear on this page every week along with 

The Arran Banner adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s Code 
of Conduct.  The views expressed in The Arran Banner are not necessarily 
those of the The Oban Times Group.

your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 
words in length for publication on this page. The 
editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses 
must be supplied, including on e-mails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime telephone number is also 
required for verification. Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact telephone number will not 
be printed. Please write or fax to: Letters Page, The 
Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran. 
E-mail editor@arranbanner.co.uk

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Arran
Deliveries
Glasgow Depot
Arran Deliveries
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow G14 OHB

Arran Deliveries
The Parcel Point
Harbour Road, 
Ardrossan
North Ayrshire 
KA22 8BZ

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
Daily collection throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and surrounding districts

Tel: 01475 676 255
Fax: 01294 469 492

Open Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm
Accepting goods destined 
for the island

We deliver the goods
not excuses
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Connor Smith - sadly missed

The Banner on Holiday 
These Arran lads might have been trying to escape the is-

land for a break in the sun but they still remembered to take 
a copy of The Banner with them to enjoy while relaxing in 
Bulgaria.

Liam Boal, Sean Higgins, Cameron Paul, Jack Barbour, 
-

amson and Charlie Boal appear to be enjoying the sunshine 
in eastern Europe.

Electric prices 
Sir, 
Re the latest SSE price hike.

Only goes to show that 
there is no such thing as a 
free burger. 

Yours, 
Allan Napier
Fairholm
Catacol

Mobile phone
coverage
Sir
I read with great interest 
your article that Arran is at 

priority for improvement in 
mobile phone coverage. 

This is not only very good 
for people who need their 
mobiles but would be very 
much appreciated by the 
long suffering subscribers 
to internet via the Sliddery 

stone-age connection speed 

Whereas apparently Brod-
ick, Lamlash and Whiting 
Bay will be in line to get up 

to do anything for us, so we 
remain behind in this mod-
ern world of communication.
But there could be a solution 
through a mobile phone net-
work with 3G or 4G. 

As everybody who uses a 
smart phone knows, they can 
receive internet over such a 
network built in to their mo-
biles.

This technique is also avail-
able for use with your desk-
top or laptop. 

One needs only a small mo-
dem which acts as a router 
and a contract with any 
phone provider for a data-
only contract. 

This is certainly not the 
cheapest way, but with a bit 
of sponsoring by the gov-
ernment for the contracts 
from people of those two 
exchanges, they are certainly 
affordable.

Today we have to pay £240 
a year for this mediocre con-
nection, a service which even 
the British as well as the 
Scottish governments agree 
are well below the needs of 
all British inhabitants

I sincerely hope that the 
authorities will now not 
delay the realisation any 

‘There is a time for everything, and a season for every 
activity under heaven.’ (Ecclesiastes 3:1)

further, by un-necessary, 
long overdue promises of 
designs, structures, plan-
ning, supplier searches, etc. 
Or do we really need to suf-
fer any longer from BT-Ex-
changes which were built 
before Alexander Graham 
Bell even invented the tel-
ephone?

Yours,
Bruno Baumgartner 
The Corries 
Corriecravie
Responsible dog 
owners
Sir,
Having read your comments 
two weeks ago regarding 
dog mess on the island we 
felt the need to write.

We come to Whiting Bay 
three times each year with 
our two bearded collies who 
are frequently walked at 
Sandbraes beach and in the 

In July of this year the dog 
bin at the end of the road past 
Whiting Bay Church and the 

were not emptied for the two 
weeks while we were here.

This resulted in mess being 
left on the ground at the foot 
of the bins.

We have always picked up 
mess from our dogs both at 
home and on Arran.

Instead of blaming dog 
owners please ensure your 
local council provides the 
service of emptying the bins 

-
ticularly during the holiday 
season.

What about the mess left 
by horses on Whiting Bay 
beach and the beautiful 
beach at Blackwaterfoot? 

Yours,
David Morrison
Lenzie
A fond farewell 
Sir, 
Helen and I have just man-
aged a successful relocation 
from Arran to the Cotswolds 
and we couldn’t have done it 
without the help of a lot of 
good friends.
After 32 years on the island 

it was a big wrench to leave, 
but we will be closer to our 
family, and you can be sure 
that we will return to Arran 
as often as possible.

The past week has been a 
roller coaster of emotions; 
from the surprise dinner party 

night to the Southend gath-
ering at Kildonan Hotel on 
Tuesday; the ‘last supper’ at 

the surprise announcement 
over the public address by 
the captain as the ferry ap-
proached Ardrossan on Fri-
day, wishing us all the best in 
our new life.
It goes without saying that 

Helen and I greatly appreciate 
all the gifts, cards and mes-
sages of good luck received 
from so many people.
I will continue to look for-

ward to my subscription Ban-
ner dropping through the let-
ter box every Friday morning.
See you at the Show, if not 
before!
Yours, 
Howard and Helen
Driver
Sterling Close
Stow-on-the-Wold
Stories sought 

Sir,
Clydebank Life Story Group, 

-
ing group, was established in 
1998 from a class at Clyde-
bank College. 

Since then the group 

At present we are working 
on a project about the River 
Clyde and Clydeside. 

We would very much like 
to include a story or a poem 
about Arran, and if any of 
your readers would be in-
terested to offer a contribu-
tion to our book, we would 
be very pleased to hear from 
them before the end of No-
vember.

For further details, the group 
can be contacted through the 
secretary on 01389 764661. 

This new book project has 
been partly funded by a grant 
from the Voluntary Action 
Fund.

 Yours,
June Galloway 
Secretary
Clydebank Life Story 
Group 

Arran lost a champion on Sunday when Connor Smith 

The 19-year-old was killed as he raced for Britain in a 
European title event in Italy.

His death has shaken so many people. 
His family. The motocross fraternity on Arran. His friends 

and classmates from Arran High School. As well as the 
wider community on this small island.

His father said Connor died taking part in the sport he 
loved while representing his nation.

Our thoughts this week are with everyone who knew this 
talented young man.

has taken a major step forward this week. 
Plans have been brewing for sometime now as the Arran 

Community Land Initiative aims to buy nearly 33 hectares 
of disused arable grazing land above Whiting Bay for the 
development of sports such as mountain biking, pony trek-
king and walking.

There has been a big step forward recently with funding 
being secured from the Big Lottery Fund to pay for a fea-
sibility study to be carried out.

from Callander, Perthshire, to carry out a wide ranging 
study ahead of an application being made to the Scottish 
Land Fund to actually buy the land.

To some it may seem like a rather unusual project. On 
an island which is covered in wonderful natural outdoor 
spaces, a designated area for mountain biking and other 
activities may seem rather strange.

After all, Arran’s outdoor spaces are one of the main rea-

project is needed as the island lacks a substantial area of 
-

ties. Arran’s other recreational spaces tend to be limited 
to football and rugby pitches, all-weather pitches and golf 
courses.

but it is privately owned by the local farmer who kindly 
lets the club use the land. Brodick Castle Country Park 
certainly has all the hallmarks of a community land initia-
tive as there are tracks and paths that can be used by walk-
ers, horse riders and cyclists, without the added danger of 
meeting a timber lorry.

For the people of Whiting Bay this land buy-out really 
could be an exciting prospect.
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Roll up, roll up - the big top is
coming to Arran.

will be part of the Santa’s
Sparkle events in Lamlash
which launch the island’s fes-
tive fun.

And, not just any circus
– but the renowned Chipper-

Since tickets for Santa’s
Circus went on sale in August
the response has been over-
whelming.

It will be just like the mov-
ies as the big top is set up
on Lamlash Green and the
crowds are treated to top-class
aerial acts, juggling, acrobat-
ics, a hoop act, contortion-
ist and more. The show will
also feature one of the UK’s

Charity coffee
A coffee morning held as part
of the World’s Biggest Cof-
fee Morning in support of the
Macmillan Cancer charity
was held by Rosemary Rob-
erts at her home in Cordon,
Lamlash.

The event which saw tea
and coffee served with home
baking and a tombola raised
£222.52 for the charity. Mrs
Roberts would like to thank
all the friends and neighbours
who supported her.

One of the men who founded
the Buddhist retreat on Holy
Isle has been assassinated in
China.

Dr Choje Akong Rinpoche
was the founder of Rokpa
Trust which bought the island  
in 1992.

Buddhist monastery in the
UK when he set up the Samye
Ling Tibetan centre in Dum-
fries and Galloway in 1967.

The Tibetan lama, 73, was
the brother of Lama Yeshe
Rinpoche who was the found-
er of the Holy Isle project.

He was stabbed to death
along with his nephew and
his driver in the Chinese city
of Chengdu, where he had a
home.

Dr Choje Akong Rinpoche was the founder of Rokpa 
Trust which bought Holy Isle  in 1992. 

Holy Isle lama
killed in China

Big top treat at Santa’s Sparkle in Lamlash
top clowns and, of course, a
glamorous ring mistress.

An extra treat is that each
of the performances will be
followed by a 15-minute
workshop for anyone who is

about circus skills.
Santa’s Sparkle will run over

the weekend of 30 November
and 1 December 2013 in and
around the Glenisle Hotel and
on Lamlash Green. Saturday
30 November will feature a
visit from Santa and the spec-
tacular lighting of the Glen-
isle Christmas tree.

Sunday 1 December will

There will only be four per-
formances on the day so seats
are limited.

Geoffrey Dallamore, one
of the owners of the Glen-
isle Hotel, said: ‘We are very
excited to have been able to
secure a circus of the calibre

Sparkle. Of course, Santa
will still be coming and the
Christmas tree lighting show
will be even more spectacular
than ever. This year’s Santa’s
Sparkle will be the biggest
and best yet. We hope that
everyone on Arran will enjoy
it and that more people will
come over from the mainland
for this year’s event.’

Throughout the weekend
there will be fabulous Christ-
mas food and drink, a whole
range of games and  events
plus market stalls selling the

best of Arran.
It should prove to be the

perfect beginning of the is-
land Christmas season.

Tickets are on sale online at
www.glenislehotel.com/santa
or from the Glenisle Hotel in
Lamlash.

Follow us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbanner

The Millennium Casks edition captures a landmark moment 
in time. 

Police said three suspects
- all of whom were Tibetan -
had stabbed the men to death
in a dispute about money.

A statement posted by
Lama Yeshe said: ‘To all dear
friends of Samye Ling and
Choje Akong Rinpoche, I am
very, very sorry to inform you
all that tragically, my brother
Choje Akong Rinpoche, my
nephew and one monk who
was travelling with then, were
all assassinated in Chengdu .’

website of Tibetan Buddhist
leader the Karmapa Lama
said he was ‘shocked’ by the
news and offered his condo-
lences to his family members
and everyone at the monas-
tery.

‘I hope that all of his visions
and aspirations may continue

Dr Rinpoche was selected
for religious leadership when
he was only four years old

controlled Tibet and almost
dying of starvation, came to
the UK where he worked as
a hospital orderly to support
himself and his colleagues.

Following the establish-
ment of Samye Ling, he led
many spiritual and charitable
projects, particularly in the
Tibetan areas of China.

Isle of Arran Distillers has
unveiled a special charity
whisky made at the turn of
the century.

Produced on 31 December
1999, the Millennium Casks
edition captures a landmark
moment in time and is sure
to be a hit with whisky fans
across the world.

Isle of Arran charity
whisky raises a glass 
to the millennium

A memorable mix of 35
bourbon barrels and 10 Sher-
ry Hogsheads, the new release
will reach shelves in the UK
on 28 October with just 7,800
bottles available worldwide.

Unique
The Master Distiller be-

hind the new release, James
MacTaggart, said: ‘With this

spirit we tried to create some-

upon the importance of a pe-
riod of time that none of us
will experience again.

-
tion, the malt has a zesty nose
with an edge of spice. Arran
fans will be able to detect our

which are consistently high
quality and this new edition
holds genuine appeal for

-
portance of the past as well as
the future.’

A donation from every bot-
tle sold will go to the Arran
Trust, the island-based con-
servation charity which funds
projects that look after the
beautiful landscapes and en-
vironment of Arran.

One such project is the foot-
paths on the island which
lead to Loch na Davie – the
pure water source which is an
essential ingredient in the Ar-
ran Single Malt.

Euan added: ‘We want to
help maintain the island for
future generations and this
new whisky release will help
us to raise money for charity.

‘We always work closely
with the Arran Trust as we
have a shared interest and
passion for looking after our
beautiful corner of Scotland.’

fruits and baked apples,
which are complement-
ed by a sprinkling of
vanilla and cinnamon.’

The packaging fea-
tures the god of begin-
nings, endings and tran-
sitions from the ancient
Roman myth Janus.

This god, depicted
with two faces, was
able to look back into
the past and ahead into
the future and prompts

well as enjoy the spirit.
Euan Mitchell, man-

aging director, said:
‘We produce whiskies

Arran
Banner

newsdesk
01770
302142
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Readers of the Arran Banner 
are being offered a fantastic 
Christmas gift when they 
subscribe to the newspaper, 
in print or digital, for one 
year. 
From today until stocks last, 

two beautiful Christmas can-
dles, courtesy of McKelvie 
Candle Company, and a free 
Arran Banner 2014 calendar 
will be on their way to new 
subscribers. The tinned can-
dles, named Slàinte Mhath 

and Christmas, are specially 
chosen from McKelvie’s 
Christmas range and are 
worth £9.99 each (RRP).
 For more details, look out 
for our candle subscription 
adverts appearing in this 
issue, visit www.arranban-
ner.co.uk/shop or telephone 
01631 568000.
Don’t forget to quote 

ABNS1013 when purchasing 
your subscription. Terms and 
conditions apply.

Fantastic subscription offer

A small se
this year’s 

Arran Banner photo
competition 2013

The four winners of this year’s Ar-
ran Banner photo competition may 
have been announced but there 
were so many fantastic entries that 
we felt the need to bring you one 
more week of entries. 

These 10 photos are yet another 
example of the wonderful range 

‘Imachar Shore, Arran’, Harry Silcock.  

‘Winter Wonderland,’ Norman He

‘Lochranza Bay’, Pat Merrick. 

‘Summerhouse, Brodick Castle gardens’, Ronnie Bramman. 
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lection of 
entries 

Right: ‘Chilling out on Dunfion’, 
Alison Davidson. 

and quality of entries we received
this year.

Thank you to every single one of
you that sent us your pictures.

We wish we could print all of
them but with nearly 400 entries
it would take up more than a few
weeks of The Banner.

Below: ‘Bump with a view,’ 
Beth Davies.

‘Bart in the Bluebells’, Jim Green.  

ewitt. 

‘Jump’, Shonagh Murchie.  

‘Resting on the return from the King’s Caves,’ Ishbel Gordon.  
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Friday
Home Energy Scotland, funded by the 
Scottish government and managed 
by the Energy Saving Trust will be 
visiting Whiting Bay Hall on Friday 25 
October between 12pm and 7pm. 

The drop in session will take place 
in the lesser hall, where specialist 
advisors will be on hand to answer 
your questions and give you tips and 
advice to help you on your way. 

Saturday
On Saturday 26 October, an energy 

showcase exhibition will take place in 
Brodick Hall between 10am and 3pm. 

Energy Advisors will be joined by 
a number of accredited installers 
who work in the local area, to allow 
residents to find out more about 
switching to greener sources of 
energy and to hear about the range 
of renewable technologies that could 
prove to be a realistic and more 
affordable source of heating.

Home Visits
Advisors can also arrange a free 

home visit to talk through renewables 
technologies best suited to different 
property’s and circumstances; explain 
savings and discuss any technical or 

planning issues or arrange for you to 
find out directly about actual costs and 
savings by arranging a visit to one of 
the Green Homes Network homes.

Incentives
Home Energy Scotland centre 

manager Bob Baillie said: ‘There 
are a range of financial incentives to 
support householders moving over to 
renewable energy, such as the Home 
Energy Scotland Renewables Loan 
scheme which offers interest-free 
loans of up to £10,000 for renewable 
heating installations, and up to £2,500 
for renewable electricity systems. 

‘There are also grants for renewable 
heating systems through the 
Renewable Heat Premium Payment 
Scheme, and financial support through 
the Renewable Heat Incentive and 
Feed in Tariff schemes. 

‘We urge everyone who is interested 
in finding out more to come along and 
speak to our friendly advisors to find 
out what is available.’

Further Advice
If you are unable to attend and 

would like to find out more, call 
Home Energy Scotland on 0808 808 
2282.

Your local Home Energy Scotland is holding an 
Energy Saving Weekend on Arran to provide free, 
impartial advice on how to save energy in the home.



14 FEATURE www.arranbanner.co.uk     Arran Banner, Saturday 19 October 2013

Get ready for winter with six steps 
to saving energy straight away:

1Turn it down – Try turning your thermostat down by 1 degree.  Every degree 
that you turn your heating down could save you around £65 a year.

2Turn it off – Make sure you turn your lights, appliances and chargers off when 
you’re not using them.  You could save between £50 and £90 a year by just 

remembering to turn things off.

3Careful in the kitchen – Save £40 a year just by being careful how you use your 
appliances.  Set your washing machine to wash at 30 degrees and only use 

your tumble dryer when you can’t dry your clothes outside. 

4Get a head – An eco-shower head will cost around £27 and could save a family 
of four around £75 a year on water and heating if they have a shower that 

utilises their boiler or hot water tank (rather than an electric shower).

5Don’t lag behind – Lag your tank instead.  It’s easy to fit yourself, the materials 
will only cost you around £25 a year and you’ll save £60 a year.

6Be a draught excluder – Unless your home is very new, you’re likely to be 
losing some heat through doors, windows, gaps around the floor and even 

chimneys.  Depending on your house, materials could cost up to £160 but you 
could save up to £75 a year so they’ll pay for themselves in around two years.

Come and see us at the roadshow this Saturday
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Get free advice and take 
action

Home Energy Scotland advice centres operate 
across Scotland giving free, impartial energy 
efficiency advice to householders, community 
groups, businesses and the public sector.

Your local centres’ telephone advisors can answer 
your questions about heating and insulating your 
home, saving energy and cutting costs. 

They can also carry out a Home Energy Check 
with you that will help you to find out about 
energy efficiency offers that may be available to 
help you get ready for winter. 

No matter what your circumstances, call free on 
0808 808 2282 to speak to a specialist advisor and 
find out how you can start saving today.

Home Energy Scotland is funded by the Scottish 
government and managed by the Energy Saving 
Trust.

Energy Saving Weekend
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Fuel efficiency 
important to Arran 
With fuel costs on Arran among 
some of the highest in Britain - 
and continuing to rise - you could 
save 15 per cent off your petrol 
and diesel costs by using Home 
Energy Scotland’s fuel efficient 
driving tips. 

As well as saving money and fuel, fuel 
efficient driving will help you to drive safely 
and reduce wear and tear on components 
like tyres, clutch and gearbox.
Become a fuel efficient driver today by 
following these simple tips:

1Shift to a higher gear as soon as possible 
Driving at lower engine speeds reduces 

fuel consumption. Change up between 
2,000 and 2,500 rpm.

2Anticipate road conditions and drive 
more smoothly 

Rather than last minute braking, decelerate 
smoothly by easing off the accelerator as 
early as possible. This allows the car to 
decelerate using engine braking.
With the car in gear and the accelerator 
released, a modern car uses virtually no fuel 
at all. This form of braking is also gentler on 
the car and its occupants.

3Maintain a steady speed in as high a 
gear as possible 

Driving at a steady speed requires little 
effort for the engine. Avoiding unnecessary 
acceleration and heavy braking helps 
reduce your fuel consumption.

4Drive a little slower 
Stick to the speed limits and make your 

fuel go further. For most cars the most 
efficient speed is 45-50 mph. The faster 
you go above this, the more fuel you will 
use. Driving at 50mph rather than 70mph 
reduces your fuel consumption by 10 per 
cent at a stroke.

5Switch off if you’re stationary for more 
than a minute 

When stuck in traffic or waiting for 
someone, switch off your engine. Switching 

off whenever it’s safe to do so can soon 
lead to significant savings.

6Keep your tyres properly inflated 
Under-inflated tyres not only lead to 

poor road holding but also cause excessive 
drag and resistance, increasing fuel 
consumption. Both over and under-inflated 
tyres can be dangerous to road holding, 
so make sure your tyres are at their 
recommended pressure.

7Switch off air conditioning 
Use air conditioning sparingly as your 

engine has to work harder to power the 
air conditioning machinery. If driving at low 
speed, open the window instead.

8Close your windows if travelling at 
50mph or more 

The aerodynamic drag on your car of 
an open window at speeds of 50mph or 
more adds to your fuel usage. Keep your 
windows closed at high speeds.

9Remove roof boxes and racks if not 
being used 

Car designers try hard to make their 
vehicles as aerodynamic as possible. Adding 
a roof box or rack spoils this by increasing 
drag on your car, making your engine work 
harder and increases fuel usage.

10Remove unnecessary items 
Carrying excess weight in a vehicle 

increases fuel consumption. Heavy or large 
items, such as tool kits and golf clubs should 
be removed when not required.

The next step…FuelGood 
Save money on your fuel costs with 

FuelGood. 
Driving more efficiently is an easy way 

to save money. You could be saving 
around 20p off every litre of petrol you 
buy through adopting fuel efficient driving 
techniques. To help you adopt these 
techniques why not sign up for FuelGood 
training?

Subsidised by Transport Scotland a limited 
number of sessions are available for only 
£12 per person! Training normally costs £40 
per person, so make sure you benefit from 
this special offer by calling Home Energy 
Scotland on 0808 808 2282 to book a 
future session in Arran or the mainland.
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Energy Saving Weekend
Plug into the benefits of electric vehicles 
With an increasing number of electric vehicles (EVs) available, and charging 
points  being fitted on the island, now is the perfect time to review whether 
investing in an electric car or van could save your organisation money. 

There are a number of tax incentives and funding opportunities available for 
EV buyers, and with the continuing rise in the price of fuel at the pump, there’s 
never been a better time to go electric.

Funding
Through the ChargePlace Scotland project, grant funding is available for the 

installation of electric vehicle (EV) charge points for workplaces. The aim of this 
funding is to complement the national network of charge points being installed 
across Scotland to promote electric vehicle use.
Funding is currently available for installations up to £10,000, dependant on 
applicants meeting the appropriate conditions and legal agreement sign-off.

Install an EV charge point
By installing an EV charge point your organisation would benefit in a number of 
ways:
- Opportunity to be at the forefront of EV and infrastructure technology
Promotion of organisation through inclusion in Scotland’s Plugged-in Places map
- Allow any future EV purchase to have its own charging facility (with shared 
public access)
- Promotion of EVs to staff and enhancement of organisation’s green credentials 

For further information as to how EVs can benefit your organisation, please 
contact your local Sustainable Transport Advisor on 0808 808 2282. 

Business transport advice  
Arran businesses looking to save money 
are urged to take advantage of a free offer 
to help make their transport and travel 
arrangements more environmentally 
sustainable.
Local transport support officer Bobby 
Howe is on hand with tailored support to 
match your organisation’s needs. 
Bobby said: ‘The first step to lowering 
your transport costs is to allow us to carry 
out a free sustainable transport review. 
‘We can give recommendations to help 
your organisation reduce the cost and 

carbon impact of current transport and 
travel arrangements, replacing them with 
new, more efficient alternatives.  
‘With fuel costs continuing to rise, 
you could also help your employees 
understand how to become fuel efficient 
drivers with FuelGood training sessions.’ 
To find out more about how to reduce 
your business’ carbon footprint and 
fuel costs of your transport and travel 
arrangements, contact your local Home 
Energy Scotland advice centre free on 
0808 808 2282 ask to speak to your local 
specialist transport support officer.
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to order visit www.scottishcalendars.co.uk
or call 01371 851 868

2014 Calendars
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

September 2014

Tobermory, Isle of Mull
Kathy Collins

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30

After a pleasant voyage, we got safely and agreeablyinto the harbour of Tobermorie, before the wind rose. Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides, James Boswell.
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And when I came to a hill above Toigal I saw lying below me the 
mouth of the Morar River and a large bay of silver sand.In Scotland Again, HV Morton.

Scottish Field Large

Barbara Jones
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Scottish Field Miniature

Goat Fell from Corrie harbour
Dennis Hardley
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Castle to get new visitor 
centre in £9 million revamp 
masterplan

New property manager 
David Cameron in the 
castle gardens is looking 
forward to the challenge. 
20_b42castle01

‘Brodick Castle has the best collections of any of 
the NTS properties in Scotland with between 2,000 
and 2,500 individual artefacts vying to be on show’

A multi-million masterplan
has been drawn up which will
turn Brodick Castle into a
showpiece for island tourism
for the 21st century.

A new visitor centre will be
the centrepiece of the new-
look castle and country park.

There will also be more ex-
hibition space in the castle, a
new conference facility, re-
development of the cafe and
more accommodation both in
the castle and in the sprawl-
ing grounds outside.

And  the castle wants to
attract more weddings and
corporate business to help re-

-
ning at as much as £400,000
a year.

The £9 million plan also
includes a £4 million hydro
electric scheme which would
meet running costs for the en-
tire estate and provide a rev-
enue income.

Brodick Castle was cho-
sen by the National Trust for

signature project in April to
help turn the fortunes of the
estate which the Trust inher-
ited in 1958 from the Hamil-
ton family who had owned it
since the early 16th century.

The back courtyard of the castle and Bobby’s Buildings which will be demolished to 
make way for the new visitor centre. 20_b42castle03

David Cameron and Jonathan Bryant on the site of 
what would have been the castle moat. 20_b42castle02

of the projects which make
up the exciting plan have
been unveiled by project
leader Jonathan Bryant and
new property manager David
Cameron.

Jonathan says it will mark
a ‘new era’ for the castle and
country park as they look at
its development in a ‘fresh
and exciting way’.

Central to the redevelop-
ment is the new visitor centre
which is to be build on the
site of the existing garages at
the back of the castle. Built
in 1910 and known as Bob-
by’s Buildings the rundown

buildings have no heritage
value and will be cleared
for the new ‘discovery hub’,
which Jonathan insists is just
a working title.

In an exciting new develop-
ment, part of the moat which
is thought to have once  sur-
rounded the castle has been
found right under the build-
ings and could now be exca-
vated to provide an attraction
at the new centre.

‘Can you imagine a glass
-

neath?’ Jonathan asked.
There could also be wild-

life cameras in the grounds to
help visitors spot some of the
unique wildlife on Arran.

The centre will be a vital
link between the castle and
the natural surroundings and
will look up to the imposing
Goatfell in the distance.

It will also bring into use the
disused courtyard at the back
of the castle only used for
staff parking and deliveries.

The centre will also have

clear up rooms in the castle
which will be used as addi-
tional display areas.

David Cameron will move

castle library for a more mod-

in the new centre where all
the staff will be based.

With the staff out of the cas-
tle more space will be availa-
ble for the famous collections
to go on show including the
vast art collection assembled
by William Beckford.

‘Brodick has the best col-
lections of any of the NTS
properties in Scotland with
between 2,000 and 2,500 in-
dividual artefacts vying to be
on show.

‘We want these on display
and earning their keep and
that is why we need more
space,’ Jonathan said.

They also have plans to loan
items to other cultural institu-
tions.

With the masterplan ap-
-

cult job of raising the funding
needed to bring the projects
to reality.

Future plans for the castle
also include a complete refur-

bishment of accommodation
at the castle to create a sump-
tuous ‘honeymoon suite type’
three bedroom apartment and
two smaller apartments for
visitors.

The apartments will have
their own entrance to over-

-
cerns which closed the apart-
ments some years ago.

Downstairs the existing tea-
room will be closed to create
an exhibition and conference
space for hire and possibly
even a pop up restaurant.

Jonathan is keen for the in-
frastructure to be in place so
that marquees can be put up

grounds as the castle stages
more events like weddings,
concerts and festivals.

Increase income
‘The castle used to host

many more events but now

weddings a year and we must
do more to increase income,’
he said.

The tearoom may move to
the existing visitor centre
which will be the permanent
home for Camping Pods
which could increase to as
many as 20.

Three trial pods this summer
at Shore Lodge have proved
to be extremely successful.

‘A cafe would hopefully be
popular with campers but we
have for a long time been keen
to have a facility outside the
admission area so that people
can pop up to the castle for a
coffee,’ Jonathan said.

Routes are already being
mapped out for a  new cy-
cle trial from Brodick and
through the castle grounds to
Corrie.

Jonathan, a keen cyclist
himself, says he has been
aware that there has been crit-
icism that the trust has been
obstructive to the move, but

he says nothing can be further
from the truth.

The situation is that the es-
-

for the last couple of years
which led to the removal and
replanting of a number of
trees in the shelter belt near
to the Corrie road at a cost of
£250,000.

‘Some people think these
trees have been removed to
make way for the cycle path,
but this is not the case. I have
met the North Ayrshire Coun-

for the cycle path are pro-
gressing well.’

A carbon footprint study of
all the development plans has
been carried out and as a pri-
ority both the ranger centre
and the gardeners bothy will
be replaced as they are both
well past their useful life.

The other major initiative
is the £4 million proposal to
build up to three micro hydro
electric plants to harness the
water running off Goatfell.

The plants and pipes used
in the scheme would all be
underground since the 2030
hectares of trust-held land in-
cludes protected areas includ-

interest which the trust knows
are extremely important to
protect.

As part of the feasibility
study the trust is in talks with
Arran Community Coun-
cil which is also developing
community energy plans.

Jonathan and David see co-
operation with other organisa-
tions and bodies as essential
as the plans progress. David
wants to work with Visit Ar-
ran to really put the castle on
the visitors’ map.

David has returned to his
roots having been born and
brought up on Arran where
he attended Whiting Bay Pri-
mary and Arran High School.

After 25 years in banking

in 1980 at the Whiting Bay
branch of the Royal Bank of
Scotland, David underwent a
career change when he took
up the role of regional man-
ager for a cancer charity cov-
ering the north of Scotland.

David returned to the west
of Scotland as regional man-
ager for Marie Curie Cancer
Care. He said: ‘This is my
dream job coming back to Ar-
ran  and managing the whole
process of these changes.

‘It is an extremely exciting
time for the NTS and for the
Arran community but I am
looking forward to the chal-
lenge of increasing the whole
visitor experience for people
coming to the castle.’
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The Coastguard rescue serv-
ice on Arran is on the urgent
look out for new members.

With nine volunteers the is-

full complement of 14.
Now they have made a plea

for islanders to consider giv-
ing up some of their spare
time to assist with the vital
work of the Coastguard serv-
ice.

Volunteers can be of any
age from 18 to 65 years pro-
vided they have a full driving

have a good standard of gen-
eral health.

The Arran Coastguard sta-
tion is in Lamlash where the
team train every Wednesday
night.

All team members are on
permanent standby and call-
outs can vary from just four
in April to 18 in August with
the summer months the busi-
est.

The work can involve every-
thing from helicopter rescues,
missing people, offshore in-
cidents and bomb disposal
to providing safety cover for
medical transfers.

-
rie said: ‘We are looking for
volunteers of all ages. We
need people from across the
island so that we can respond
to incidents as quickly as pos-
sible.

Volunteers can be of any age 
from 18 to 65 provided they 
have a full driving licence, are 
reasonably fit and have a good 
standard of general health

New recruits Rory Cowan (far left) and Derek Morgan (front left) and Gemma Blythe (front right) with other 
members of the Coastguard team. 20_b42coast01

Nigel Wells and Kathy Mawson want others to join the 
first responders. 20_b42coast02

Coastguard in emergency call 
for new recruits 

‘In particular we need
someone from the Shiskine
area but people in Lamlash or
elsewhere will be made most
welcome.’

The Coastguard’s latest re-
cruits are Rory Cowan and
Derek Morgan but they are
keen to attract others.

In-house training
‘No experience whatsoever

is needed as everyone re-
ceives in-house training and
it is very rewarding to work
as part of a team.’

-
cess of Arran Resilience in
winning national recognition
last month could encourage
people to think about vol-
unteering for the emergency
services.

One long serving Coast-
guard member who believes
in giving back something to
the community is Gemma

The 28-year-old is origi-
nally from The Wirral but has
been on Arran for 18 years
and joined the Coastguard

Gemma, a full time mum to
two-year-old Rosie, is also a

service.
She said: ‘I get a kick out of

helping people and working
as a team. The Coastguard
is probably one of the most

challenging things I have
ever done, but it is very re-
warding.’

could not do it without the
support of her partner John
and their family and friends
including John’s parents.

Support
‘I just couldn’t do it all

without their support as they
look after Rosie at the drop of
a hat. I know I am very fortu-
nate to have that.’

Anyone interested can con-
-

Wednesday night training at
7pm.

Meanwhile, the Northend

are also on the look-out for
new members.

At present there are eight
volunteers who share the
duty rota, but the group, who
meet once a month to refresh

their training and share expe-
riences are looking for new
recruits.

A similar group operates in
the Southend.

Encourage

responder with her partner
Nigel Wells, and they have

and a half years and say they
would encourage others to
join them.

Kathy said: ‘There is a

great camaraderie among the
group but we need new peo-
ple to come in. I think it is
an essence of island life that
everyone has to play their
part.’

The service is vital on Ar-
ran as the nearest ambulance
from the North is in Lamlash
45 minutes away.

-

a wide range of emergency
skills.

BRODICK CASTLE, COUNTRY
PARK & GOATFELL

BRONZE AGE ROUNDHOUSE 
EXPERIENCE

Thurs 24th Oct:  2pm – 3.30pm
Adult £5 (with Country Park entry); Child £2.50 

(with Country Park entry) 

HALLOWEEN – The Feast of the Dead

Adult £5   Child £2.50 

MARVIN’S CREATIVE CARVING COURSE
Arran’s renowned carver and sculptor Marvin 

Elliot will teach you how to carve your own wood 
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Subscribe today and 
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plus FREE p&p.
ONLY £25

Call 01631 568000

Subscribe
to the
new look

Visit: www.scotsheritagemagazine.com
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H e r i t a g e  M a g a z i n e

The gathering of swallows before they start on their 
long migration to their wintering grounds in South 
Africa is a feature of autumn. Photo: Sue Archer 

Daniel Macmillan was born 200 years ago in a small 
croft above Sannox.  

Bicentenary weekend hailed a success 
Organisers of the recent Dan-
iel Macmillan bicentenary 
weekend have hailed it a 
‘great success’.

In the middle of September 
a number of events took place 
on the island to celebrate the 
birth of Daniel Macmillan, 
founder of Macmillan Pub-
lishers and grandfather of 
former prime minister Harold 
Macmillan, on September 13, 
1813.

Organiser David Pott said: 
‘The weekend began with a 
walk to the Sannox graveyard 

where some of Daniel’s rela-
tives are buried and then up 
from the Cat Stone just north 

croft where Daniel was born. 
‘It was very moving to re-

Daniel’s birth and imagine 
it occurring perhaps at that 
exact moment 200 years ear-
lier.’ 

The group included Sarah 
Macdonald, who is head of 
external communications at 
Macmillan Science and Edu-
cation, Marion McMillan, a 

descendant from Glasgow 
and George Macmillan, who 
is the Macmillan Clan chief. 

The next day a circular walk 
took place to the Cock Farm, 
situated at one of Arran’s 
most northerly points, where 
Daniel’s grandfather Mal-
colm was the tacksman and 
leader of that remote com-
munity. 

Humble origins
It was a photograph of this 

farm that Harold Macmil-
lan kept on his desk at No10 
Downing Street to remind 
him of his humble origins.

In the evening there was a 
ceilidh in honour of Daniel 

Macmillan at Lochranza and 
Catacol Village Hall. 

It included a superb meal 
prepared by the ladies of 
Lochranza and excellent en-
tertainment including a read-
ing of Robert Burns’ A Cot-
tar’s Saturday Night which is 
mentioned in the biography 
of Daniel Macmillan as de-
scribing perfectly the sort of 
life he would have known as 
a boy. 

The weekend concluded 
with a short service in the old 

the faith of Daniel Macmillan 
and to give thanks for his life 

In 1821 the English roman-
tic poet, John Keats, died in 
Rome of tuberculosis at the 
age of 25. 

Two years earlier he was 
fully engrossed in his po-
etic vocation following some 
grim years as a surgeon’s ap-
prentice.

That year, 1819, he wrote 
one of his most famous po-
ems which we know as ‘Ode 
to Autumn’.

The opening two lines are 
familiar to people of a partic-
ular generation who learned 
the poem by rote:

‘Season of mists and mel-
low fruitfulness, 

‘Close bosom-friend of the 
maturing sun.’ 

in many years, I had occasion 
to read the poem in full and 
was struck by the aptness of 
the last two lines which so 
evocatively capture some of 
the bird sounds of this time 
of year: 

The Robin is one of the few birds that sing at this time 
of year. Photo: Sue Archer

Birdnotes
by Jim Cassels

DECEMBER

An Ode to Autumn
‘The redbreast whistles 

from a garden croft;
‘And gathering swallows 

twitter in the skies.’
The Robin is one of the few 

birds that sing at this time of 
year and interestingly both 
male and female sing to try to 
establish a feeding territory.

The gathering of swallows 
before they start on their long 
migration to their wintering 
grounds in South Africa is a 
feature of autumn.

Bird song
While spring, when birds 

establish and hold breeding 
territories is certainly full 
of bird song, autumn, as de-
scribed by John Keats, is by 
no means silent. 

Enjoy your birding. 
Please send any bird notes 

with ‘what, when, where’ to 
me at Kilpatrick Kennels, 
Kilpatrick, Blackwaterfoot, 
KA27 8EY, or email me at 
james.cassels@virgin.net 

For more information on 

birding on Arran purchase the 
‘Arran Bird Report 2012’ and 

visit this website www.arran-
birding.co.uk
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TWENTY
YEARS AGO

Saturday 23 October, 1993
  Retreat centre
The architectural competition for the retreat
centre on Holy Isle has now handed out de-
tails to 540 architects and Scott Robertson of
the RIAS expects to get some 200 back as
actual entries.

While it is likely that the winning entry will
blend well with the landscape Mr Robertson
said: ‘I would be surprised if we didn’t get
a couple of pagodas and a couple who will
propose digging out the top of the hill and
putting it in that.’

Although the biggest architectural competi-
tion in Europe this year, Cunninghame Plan-
ning Department have ‘declined to contribute
to the brief’.

The competition closes next month.

 Dental changes
The departure of popular dentist Morag Neil-
son after four years has left Ayrshire and Ar-
ran Health Board with a dilemma.

Miss Nelson is the only salaried dentist in
the health board area and a decision has to be
taken whether to continue this slightly unu-
sual system or allow a self employed dentist
to set up.

Dental manager Robbie Crooks said: ‘The
details have to be thrashed out but I can as-
sure you that a service will be provided
which will be at least as good as the present
service.’

He said the possibility of having two den-
tists, mooted by the board a couple of years
ago, was still on the cards.

  Body found
The body of a man was found by a resident
of Merkland travellers site on Wednesday 20
October while walking on the shore between
Pirates Cove and Corrie.

Police said the body appeared to have been
there for some time and could not be easily

They estimated the man was between 50 and
70 and said the body had not been washed
ashore.

Although quite near the road it was at a
point on the shore with numerous bushes and
the body could quite easily have lain there
unnoticed for some time.

 New minister
A new minister has been appointed to Lam-
lash Church.

He is the Rev William MacMillan and has
come from Auchterhouse and Tealing Church
near Dundee.

Last Sunday, having been chosen as the
sole nominee by the vacancy committee, he
preached to the congregation who then voted
either in favour or against his appointment.

They voted 85 in favour of his appointment
with 12 votes against and a note is now pinned
to Lamlash Church stating he has ‘been elect-
ed and appointed subject to the judgement of
the courts of the church’.

We understand Mr MacMillan will not take
over his new charge until a new manse has
been built. The Rev Douglas Fulton retired
last October.

  Golf prize
Lamlash golfers Raymond Burke and Ian
Bremner missed out on a memorable trip to St
Andrews in the recent south west of Scotland

in Irvine.
However, they didn’t go home empty hand-

ed as they won a nearest the pin and received

sales manager Bob Wilson.

Lamlash golfers Raymond Burke and Dan Bremner receive their prize from Famous 
Grouse regional sales manager Bob Wilson. b42twe01

Ladies of the Southend put on a keep-fit display during the Kilmory Fete. b42twe04

Work has started on a new fish pond at Kilpatrick. George Bannatyne of Catacol 
plans to stock it with fish principally rainbow trout and rent out fishing to keen 
anglers. b42twe02

Margo McLellan makes children’s badges at a popular stall at the Kilmory Fete. 
b42twe03
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in association with Isle of Arran Brewery
What’s on

www.arranbrewery.com

www.arranbrewery.com

Everyday
Brodick Castle, Garden Open Daily 9am-Dusk
Arran Heritage Museum 10.30am – 4.30pm
Arran Brewery tour 2pm
Arran Brewery Open Mon & Wed 12.30pm-5pm Tues, Thurs, Fri & Sat 10am-5pm Sun 
12.30pm-4.30pm

Saturday 19th October
Army Cadets Auchrannie Road 11am –1 pm. 
Over 21s Disco Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Karate Auchrannie Games Hall, 11.30am-12.30pm
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Arran Dancers (4yrs & up) Arran High School, 10am
Lawn Bowls (weather permitting) Blackwaterfoot Bowling Club, 1.45pm
Live music with Amie Hume Douglas Hotel, Brodick 9pm
Thread a play by Jules Horne Corrie Village Hall, 3pm
Maxwell String Quartet Brodick Hall, 7.30pm

Sunday 20th October
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm-5pm
Cocaine Anonymous (& all other drugs) Ormidale sports pavilion, 2pm – 3.30pm
AA Meeting Brodick Church Hall, 4pm - 6pm
Arran in Focus Open Day Mill Cottage, Lamlash 11am - 3pm

Monday 21st October
Quiz Eden Lodge, Whiting Bay, 8.30pm
Over 50s Badminton Lochranza Village Hall, 2-4pm
Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Citizens Advice Ormidale Pavilion, 9.30-1.30pm
Senior Fitness Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
Table Tennis Corrie Hall, 6.30pm
Badminton Auchrannie Sports Hall,7-9pm
Arran Junior Football Club Ormidale Park, 6-7.30pm
Yoga Corrie Village Hall, 11am - 12noon
Lunch club Lamlash Sheltered Housing, 12noon
Yoga - Arran Kinneil, Lamlash,3-4.30pm

Wee Blether cafe Whiting Bay Hall, 11.30-1.30pm
Scottish Country Dancing Beginners & improvers Corrie Hall, 2-4pm
Arran Antiquarians Brodick Hall, 2pm

Tuesday 22nd October
Pop Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Youth Club Kildonan Hall, 7pm
Rotary club Glencloy Suite, Auchrannie, 7.15pm
Streetly Dance pre school Auchrannie Dance Studio, 1.45-2.30pm
Streetly Dancing minis P1-3 Auchrannie Gym Hall, 4-4.45pm
Streetly Dancing Juniors P4-7 Auchrannie Gym Hall, 4.45-5.30pm
Streetly Dancing Seniors Auchrannie Gym Hall, 5.30-6.15pm
Youth Club Brodick Hall, 6.30 – 8pm
Weight Watchers St Molios Church Hall, 7pm
Junior Hockey Club Auchrannie Sports Hall, 6-7pm
Healthy Outdoors 10am-1pm NTS Ranger Centre
Lawn Bowls (weather permitting) Blackwaterfoot Bowling Club, 1.45pm

Food and craft market Ormidale Pavilion, 11am - 4pm
Winter bowls Auchrannie sports hall, 7pm
Scottish Country Dancing  Brodick Church Hall, 7.30-9.30pm

Wednesday 23rd October
Hockey Auchrannie Games Hall, 6.30-7.30pm
Tae Kwondo  Arran High School Kids-6.30-7.30pm Adults-7.30-8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Lamlash Church Hall, 8pm
Arran Brass Rehearsal Brodick Church Hall, 7-9pm
Senior Badminton Arran High School, 8-9pm
Yogalates Auchrannie Studio, 9.30-10.30am

Music Mayhem Class Parents & Little Ones Auchrannie Dance Studio, 10.45am
Arran Heritage Museum Archives & Genealogy service 10.30-12.30 & 1.30-3.30
Whiting Bay Bowling Rink Games Whiting Bay Bowling Club 7pm
JogScotland beginners group Auchrannie Spa car park, 5.15pm
Mixed ability running group Auchrannie Spa car park, 6pm
Yoga-Arran Kinneil, Lamlash, 7-8.30pm
Elderly forum Ormidale Pavilion, 11am - 1pm
Arran in Focus Open Day Mill Cottage, Lamlash 1pm - 4pm
Cottages & Castles coffee & chat Douglas Hotel, Brodick 9.30am - 6pm
Drift Inn Quiz Drift Inn, Lamlash, 9pm

Thursday 24th October
Senior Fitness Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
General Knowledge Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Lochranza Craft Club Lochranza Hall, 2pm
Live music Eden Lodge, Whiting Bay 8.30-11.00pm
Weight Watchers Ormidale Pavilion, 5.30pm
Yoga Corrie Village Hall, 6pm - 7pm

Brodick Embroidery Group Brodick Library, 7.30pm
Quilt Arran Lamlash Fire Station, 2pm-4.30pm
Lunchbox Brodick Pavilion, 12.30pm-2.30pm
Winter bowls Auchrannie sports hall, 7pm
Bronze age roundhouse experience Brodick Castle, 2pm-3.30pm

Friday 25th October 
Aqua Fizz Auchrannie Hotel Pool, 9.45-10.30am
Yogalates Auchrannie Studio, 9.30-10.30am
Arran Youth Foundations Church Hall, Brodick 7pm-9pm
Lochranza Kids Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6-8pm
Lochranza Adults Badminton
Lochranza Hall, 8pmDisco Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Brodick Farmers Market Auchrannie Road, 8am - 6pm
Active Buggies Ormidale Park, 10am
Arran Ceilidh Dance Group  Lamlash Church hall, 8-10pm
Coffee Morning  Corrie Village Hall, 10.15am-12noon
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or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that 
in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or 
other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising 
from the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in 
accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising 
Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All advertising 
on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or as 
otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment 
interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In 
addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late 

Recruitment

PHOTO
ORDERS

You can order photos that appear 
in the Arran Banner

Simply contact the 

with the date of publication 
and the code printed 

alongside the photograph 
(photographs that do not have codes have been submitted by 

private individuals and are therefore ineligible for this offer)
Please add £1.30 to your total order if you require delivery of 

photographs to cover postage and packing

The Arran Banner
Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ

0170 302142

A5
photograph

A4
photograph

OVER £30
Air Arms TX200.22 Air Ri-

-

-

UNDER £30
-

WANTED

-
-

VOLVO V70

£3,200

2004, 2.4  SE  Auto, Taxed  &  MOT April 2014
FSH + Leather + 7 Seat

Tel: 01770 600291(Arran)

Residential Caravan 
For Long Let

£295 PCM (includes Council Tax)

To view please call 07932 141472

WANTED
Long let in the Blackwaterfoot, 
Shiskine or surrounding area. 

At least 2 bedrooms, furnished or 
unfurnished. Everything considered.

Please contact 01770 860364 
or 07866 335 435
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Ownabrand 
newhome
from only £54,000*

No rent to pay!
There’s now an affordable way to own a brand new
home on the Isle of Arran. With the help of New Supply
Shared Equity (NSSE), a scheme from the Scottish
Government, it is possible for people on a moderate
income to own a home at St Molios Park outright.

Find out more about owning a home at
St Molios Park, and whether you’re eligible
for the NSSE scheme, by calling us today on
0845 112 6600 or 0345 112 6600. 

St Molios Park
Lamlash, Arran

Head Office. 44-46 Bank Street, Irvine, Ayrshire KA12 OLP
From BT landlines: 0845 112 6600  Other networks/mobiles: 0345 112 6600 

email: info@stmoliospark.com  visit: www.stmoliospark.com

A development of 1 & 2 bedroom
apartments and 2 bedroom houses
on the Isle of Arran.

Prices start from

£54,000
for a 60% share*

* Price based on a 60% share through the New Supply Shared Equity (NSSE) Scheme
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SHELLFISH SPECIALPLUS • Egyptian tilapia • H2O2 treatment • Hatcheries
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Serving worldwide aquaculture since 1977

Don’t go
to sea 

without it!

Norvax®

COMPACT PD

Norvax® Compact PD aids in the protection against PD. It helps
reduce mortalities, virus replication and lesions of pancreas disease
caused by salmonid alphavirus (SAV).– Ask your vet about Norvax® Compact PD today!

Use medicines responsibly. For more information visit www.noah.co.uk/responsible

Norvax Compact PD is only available via your animal prescriber or veterinary surgeon from whom advice should be sought. 

Norvax Compact PD contains inactivated Salmonid alphavirus (SAV). Legal category   POM-V

Norvax Compact PD is the property of Intervet International B.V. or affiliated companies or licensors and is protected by

copyrights, trademark and other intellectual property laws. 
Copyright © 2012 Intervet International B.V. All rights reserved. 
Further information is available from: MSD Animal Health, Walton Manor, Walton, Milton Keynes MK7 7AJ

Tel: 03700 603380 •  vet-support.uk@merck.com  •  www.msd-animal-health.co.uk

001_ff09.indd   1

Serving worldwide aquaculture since 1977
Fish Farmer
SUBSCRIBE 

NOW!
•BRIGHTER pages full of 

essential information

•RELEVANT features which 
will benefit research 
and industry

•NEWS pages give an 
overview of the latest local 
and international news

For subscription information see website: 
www.fishfarmer-magazine.com

Tel: +44 (0)1631 568000
Fax: +44 (0)1631 568001

ONLY £75 UK
Rest of World £95 (including P&P)

The Scottish government must ensure that any
adjustment to next year’s summer ferry time-
table does not adversely impact on the Arran
service, according to the island’s MSP.

At a meeting called by representatives of
Campbeltown to discuss a better summer fer-
ry service to Kintyre using the Arran summer
ferry, Kenneth Gibson said that it ‘cannot be
at the expense of Arran’.

Mr Gibson said: ‘One can fully understand
that the modest success of the new route from
Ardrossan to Campbeltown is encouraging
local businesses and politicians in Kintyre to
call for additional sailings.

‘However, additional sailings can only be
to the detriment of Arran as at least two re-
turn sailings from Ardrossan to Brodick, each
with more passengers, can be undertaken in
the same time as one to Campbeltown.’

He added: ‘I am also concerned that while
only an additional return sailing has been
sought each week, the sailing times are
amongst the busiest to Arran and should not
be considered. With Road Equivalent Tariff
only a year away, vehicle carrying capacity
on the Ardrossan to Brodick route is likely to
be at an increasing premium from the sum-
mer of 2015 onwards.

‘Tweaking the timetable may be helpful to

Alastair Dobson of Visit Arran also attend-
ed the meeting and he said the ferry service
was an opportunity to work with Kintyre to
increase tourism to both areas.

He said: ‘We should work together to
maximise the opportunities for joint mar-
keting with Kintyre, given the Brodick
stopover.

‘Both Lochranza and Campbeltown
should be cemented into the Highland
Whisky Tour route.’  

Robert Waine, chairman of the Isle of Ar-
ran Ferry Committee, said: ‘The service

to the timings and better integration with
other CalMac routes as well as earlier pub-
licity of the route and inclusion in the pub-
lished timetable.

‘We need to resolve this matter soon to
ensure any changes are included in the new
timetable for 2014 which goes to print at
the end of this month.’

Cheryl Murrie of Transport Scotland indi-
cated that there was a need to stick broadly
to the widely consulted on and published
Ferries Plan agreed by Scottish ministers
which could affect new routes.  

‘We are always willing to learn lessons
and minor changes to the Campbeltown
timetable could be considered once any

been learnt and the passenger numbers on
each route analysed,’ she said. ‘Any chang-
es considered will relate to the additional
summer service. There will be no changes
to the Caledonian Isles timetable.’

CalMac has agreed to provide details of
passenger numbers soon.    

William Archibald 
Currie 1940 –2013

Willie Currie at the Smithfield Show. 

Willie Currie, well known in
the Arran farming commu-
nity, was a gifted stockman
and renowned as one of the
greats at producing sale and
show sheep.

He was born at Kilmory
where his mother Kate was
postmistress until she and
Willie’s father Jim retired.

After school at Kilmory and
Lamlash, Willie worked on
local farms, at Torrylin with
Elizabeth Cook and at Clach-
aig with Johnson Speirs.

He considered emigrating to
New Zealand, but when his
father died suddenly in 1961
Willie did not want to leave
his mother alone. He replied
to an advert in the Scottish
Farmer and moved to Lanark
to work as a shepherd for the
Findlater family at Jervis-
wood, his mother also being
welcomed into the family
there.

It was at Jerviswood that
Willie developed his skill at

Obituary:

sheep breeding and showing
sheep and cattle, heading to
London every autumn for the

In 1976 Willie was asked to
replace Hamish Hall at Fish-
wick, Berwick on Tweed and
became shepherd/stockman
to Jimmy Stobo.

There Willie worked with
Aberdeen Angus cattle and
pedigree Border Leicester
and halfbred sheep.

While at Lanark, Willie had
met Mary, a modern languag-
es schoolteacher, through
a mutual interest in Lanark
Highlanders, Gaelic classes
and visits to the annual Mod.  
Mary moved to join Willie in
Berwick when they were mar-
ried in November 1977, from
the beginning a very loving
and committed marriage.

Willie extended his ex-
pertise to a range of breeds
including Suffolks, Jacobs,
Rouge de l’Ouest, Vendeen
and latterly Beltex.

Although there was no one
better at making an ordinary
sheep look well, he once said
that the real buzz for him was
to work with a quality animal

it to look its very best. He
said: ‘A bad sheep needs to
be dressed and a good sheep
deserves to be dressed.’

Loved
Willie attended 52 consecu-

tive Royal Highland Shows
where he was proud to be
associated with seven breed
champions. He loved the ca-
maraderie of the shows and
sales and Mary always said
that to get out of the show-

to put a bag over his head.
When Fishwick Farm was

sold, Willie and Mary moved
back to Lanarkshire where
Willie continued his sheep
dressing skills, always happy
to pass on his knowledge and
skills to the younger genera-
tion.

Self-employment gave him
-

sion for travel and Mary took
early retirement and together
they visited Canada, New
Zealand, Australia, Africa,
and eastern Europe.

When Willie was 69 they
travelled to India and Nepal
with an Arran group, visiting
Dr Graham’s Homes in Ka-
limpong and trekked on the
Everest Trail. They also trav-
elled extensively in Scotland,
latterly in their camper van,
‘Tonka’, in which they en-
joyed a tour of the Hebrides.

Willie had a long list of oth-
er interests including reading

woodturning, beekeeping and
photography. He was seldom
idle.

Willie left Arran but never
lost his love for the island or
its people, calling it ‘my peo-
ple island’. Willie’s mother
died in Montrose House in
1983 but he continued to visit

the island fre-
quently.

He and Mary
were regular
visitors at show
time where Wil-
lie ‘judged’ the
sheep and on oc-
casions was the

rable acceptance, courage and
dignity right to the very end.

A large congregation, that
included many Arran friends,
gathered at Biggar Kirk for
the moving thanksgiving
service for the life of Wil-
lie conducted by Ann Lyall,
after which a further sum of
£2,000 was donated to MND
research.

This was a testament to the
love and respect so many had
for this modest, knowledge-
able, caring man. He was a
good shepherd who deserves
to be remembered. Whenever
we think of him we think of
his smile. IG

His last visit was in 2012,
when Willie was invited to
judge the crooks.

By this time he was de-
veloping early signs of mo-
tor neurone disease (MND).
Sadly the type of MND was
one which progressed rapidly.
His last visit to the Highlands
this year was made using an
electric buggy which he also
used to lead a team of ‘Wil-
lie’s Walkers’ in a  sponsored
walk at Strathclyde Park in
May which raised £6,000 for
MND Scotland. Supported by
his loving wife Mary, family
and friends, Willie faced the
ravishes of MND with admi-

Improved Campbeltown
ferry service cannot be
at the expense of Arran
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PAINTER AND DECORATOR

TREES

Tree & hedge cutting and clearing
Brush Cutting and strimming.

All types of fencing

Call Jamie McKinnon: 
01770 810 222 or 07760 247201

COMPUTING SERVICES FURNITURE RESTORATION

JOHN DIVINE
FURNITURE, 

RESTORATION & REPAIR

FRENCH POLISHING

UPHOLSTERY
Blackwaterfoot – 

Isle Of Arran
Tel: 01770 860182

Mob: 07733 738127
Email: john@

thornybankwoodcraft.co.uk

Incidentals 
Arran

Happy computers on 
Arran since 1983

Bill Stewart
T. 830343

Public Notices

Annabel 
Goldie MSP

list member for the West 
of Scotland is holding a 
public MSP surgery on 

28th October

Family members of the late Mrs Julie 
Nelson wish to advise that the house “Tigh 
an Uillt” in Whiting Bay is subject to a court 
order.  It is believed possessions from her 
estate may have been removed unlawfully.  
The family would ask anyone who has 
acquired or is “storing” any of these articles 
to please contact them.

Julie Nelson 07900 455 079 / 
email: julieyvonnnelson@yahoo.com

Planning Scotland’s Seas – 
Consultation 2013

A series of drop-in events are being held across 
Scotland to give people the opportunity to find out 
about Marine Scotland’s consultation “Planning 
Scotland’s Seas”. The consultation will be seeking 
your views on a National Marine Plan, Marine 
Protected Areas (MPAs) and Offshore Renewables.
This is an opportunity to put your views on local or 
national issues directly to Marine Scotland staff and 
help decide how Scotland’s seas are managed in 
the future.
Arran Drop-in Event:
Tuesday 29 October, Brodick Public Hall 
Time: Drop in 1-5pm, Presentations 6-8pm
For more information please visit: 
www.scotland.gov.uk/marineconsultation
Information on MPAs, including site specific 
Management Options Papers, is available at:
www.jncc.gov.uk/scottish-mpa-consultation
www.snh.gov.uk/mpa-consultation

From 11.00am – 11.45am, in the 
Ormidale Sports Pavilion, Brodick

Shiskine & Machrie
Senior Citizens Committee

AGM
Kinloch Hotel

Tuesday 29th October, 8pm
All welcome



Arran Banner, Saturday 19 October 2013 www.arranbanner.co.uk ANNOUNCEMENTS 27

CHURCH NOTICES

Elliott - Wilkinson
The late Hamish and Nan
Cameron of Whiting Bay
would be so happy to know
that their much loved
granddaughter Caroline
Elliott was married on
Saturday 12th October at

to Iain Wilkinson from
Campbeltown.  Iain’s late
grandmotherFloraWallace
was a primary teacher in
Lochranza.  Both families
were absolutely delighted
and thrilled to celebrate
their special day at Coast
in Whiting Bay with the
happy couple.

WEDDING

JOHN DICK
Betty & family wish to say a
big THANK YOU to all those
who looked after John over
the 8 years, enabling him to
be at home - Doctors, nurses,
carers and friends. Thanks
also to Hendry’s for funer-
al arrangements, Mrs Jean
Hunter for church service,
Douglas Hamilton for mu-

the team of church folk who
did all the ‘behind the scenes’
preparations.  Your devoted
service is much appreciated.
God bless you all.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

(in full communion with the
Church of England)

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay.
Sunday 20th October 

Holy Communion, 11.00 am.
Mrs Janis Gallagher. Coffee

after service.
Wednesday 23rd October. Holy

Communion, 12.15 pm.
All welcome

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran:

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza,
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but working
together
Minister:

Rev Angus Adamson,
Parish assistant:
Mrs Jean Hunter

Worship will be conducted in
the above churches at the
following times to which

all are invited
Sunday 20th October

Brodick Church, 10.30am,
Morning Worship.

Corrie Church, 12noon,
Morning Worship.

A Service of Worship will also
be held in Montrose House

at 1.30pm
Lochranza and Pirnmill

Churches, 9.30am,
Morning Worship at Lochranza.

Shiskine Church, 12noon,
Morning Worship.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share”

Sunday 20th October
Kilmory 10am

Lamlash11.30 am
In both Churches:
Mr. Tony Butcher

All welcome, including
families; children’s area

WHITING BAY AND
KILDONAN

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
(Charity Number: SC014005)

Sunday 20th October
Worship will be led by the

minister
Rev Elizabeth Watson at

10.30am.
Tea and coffee will be served in
the transept after the service and
there will be a sale of Traidcraft

goods and cards for sale.
All most welcome.

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC
CHURCH

Vigil Mass Saturdays 7.30pm
Sunday morning masses 11am

ARRAN BAPTIST CHURCH
Minister: Rev Vince Jennings

Sunday 20th October 
11 a.m. Morning Worship
in The Ormidale Sports

Pavilion, Brodick
Tea & coffee after the service.

Wednesday at 7.30 p.m.
Home Fellowship Group

for Bible Study and Prayer.
Contact phone no. 600222.
Everyone warmly invited.

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

Sunday 20th October
Shiskine 11.00am (Church on
road between Blackwaterfoot

and Machrie)
Brodick 7pm (Church behind

Dr Graham Keith

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND
(continuing)

Sunday 20th October
Morning Service 11am
Trust Housing Lounge
Glen Estate, Brodick

Evening Service 6-30 pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick

Prayer Meeting
Wednesday 23rd October

at 7pm
5 Glen Road
All welcome

RELIGIOUS SOCIEY OF 
FRIENDS, QUAKERS

Quakers meet every Sunday
at 11am.

For meeting venue ring
– 830622, 820223

SALVATION ARMY
House Group/Bible Study

Mondays 2.30pm.
If you are interested in joining
us please ring 810251 for more

information.

THANK YOU

Lamlash Golf Club
Ladies: Wednesday 9 October,
only four ladies participated in
the last medal of the season.

During the afternoon it felt as
if we encountered each season
with a mixture of sun, high
winds, heavy showers and a
cold chill! But as ever the golf
conquered all.

First was Jackie Winship
with a great 93 net 67, second
Rachel Wren with a 92 net 69
and collecting best gross. Jo
Hastings got a magic two on
the 4th.

Fixtures: Friday 8 November,
Ladies Dinner and Prizegiving,
7pm for 7.30pm. Wednesday
13 November, AGM at 7pm.

Brodick Golf Club
Sunday 13 October, Winter
Cup. 1 C Pattenden (12)38pts,
2 J Beattie (22)37pts, 3 L Hart-
ley (16)33pts. There were four
twos.

Wednesday 9 October, eleven
players went out in very high
winds resulting in six ‘no re-
turns’. 1 W Kroner 78-14=64,
2 L Hartley 83-16=67, 3 J
Green 87-19=68. There were
three twos from J Green, L
Hartley and L Keir.

Tuesday 1 October, Octo-
ber Medal, 11 played, CSS
67. Silver: 1 Pat Adamson
88(18)70, 2 Yvonne Broth-
ers 90(17)73. Bronze: 1 Gege
Kroner 92(23)69, 2 Trish Mar-
tin 97(27)70.

Nine hole stableford, 8
played. 1 Janette McBride
16pts, 2 Pamela Holmes
15pts.

Fixtures: Sunday 20 October,

Saturday 26 October, AGA
Ken Western Greensomes at
Brodick 9am and 1pm. Sun-

Arran’s bridge players gathered in June for the annual 
prizegiving.  

Arran Bridge Club formed
The Arran Bridge Club
was formed at an EGM on
Wednesday 19 June when the
former island clubs - Brod-
ick, Lamlash and the Sum-
mer Bridge - agreed to amal-
gamate.

Due to expertise and advice
from John Dick and John
Baraclough the new club pur-
chased electronic equipment
funded by an Awards for All
grant.

Guidance
And with guidance from the

two Johns the members have
been learning to use it.

On Thursday 3 October Pat
Adamson, president of the
new club, welcomed 30 peo-

Bridge.
She expressed sadness at

losing one of the longest serv-
ing members, Evelyn Sillars.

Evelyn was a much-loved
member and a great asset to
the club.

She will be greatly missed
by all.

The end of season prizegiv-
ings were cancelled because
of the snow earlier in the
year so presenting the prizes
for 2012/13 seemed to be an
appropriate way of formally
closing the former clubs and
a toast was made to the suc-
cess of Arran Bridge Club.

The prizewinners were: The Boyd Tro-
phy 1 Douglas Hamilton and Tricia Mar-
tin, 2 Anne McKelvie and Janie Maclure,
3 John and Mary Dick.

The Duncan Trophy 1 Douglas Hamilton
and Tricia Martin, 2 Anne McKelvie and
Janie Maclure, 3 John and Mary Dick.

The Morrison Cup 1 Jean Murchie and
Helen Boyd, 2 (and receivers of the Mill-
band Plate) Douglas Hamilton and Tricia
Martin, 3 John and Mary Dick.

The Adam Morrison Trophy 1 Alison
Bilsland and Tricia Martin, 2 (and re-
ceivers of the Millband Plate) John and
Mary Dick, 3 Jean Barclay and Janette
McArthur.

The Peggy Currie Cup 1 Jean Barclay,
John Baraclough, Isabel McArthur and
Elizabeth McKellar, 2 (and recievers of
the Millband Tray) Douglas and Margaret
Bruce, Tricia Martin and Douglas Hamil-
ton, 3 Jan and John Beattie, Elizabeth Mc-
Connell and Janette McBride.

Merchants Trophy, foursomes
match-play.

Whiting Bay Golf Club
Sunday 13 October, 15 played
for the Hamilton Salver on
a day when the tricky wind
pushed the CSS up to 64. 1

Dick (14)64, 3 Jamie McKech-
nie (6)65.
Jamie McKechnie also won

scratch with 71 and there
were magic twos from Jamie
MacPherson and Kevin Jack-
son.

Fixtures: Sunday 20 October,
Captain’s Prize. One start at
10am. Stableford played from
the yellow tees.

Shiskine Golf Club
Sunday 13 October, 18 hole
medal, nine played. 1 M Sher-
wood 70-5=65 BIH. Also best
Scratch,  2 J Morrison 73-8=65
BIH, 3 M Hesp 83-18=65. No
magic twos.

Fixtures: Friday 18 Octo-
ber, Arran Challenge Starts
(Gents). Sunday 20 October,
12 Hole Medal (Gents). Sun-
day 20 October, Arran Chal-
lenge ends (Ladies). Thursday
24 October, 18 Hole Medal
(Ladies).

Corrie Golf Club
Saturday 12 October, sweep,
14 played from medal tees. 1
A Napier 65-6=59, 2 M Elliot
74-13=61, 3 J McGovern 71-
9= 62.

Best scratch A Napier 65.

Sherwood (2), A Napier, M El-
liot and J McConnachie.

Monday 14 October, Mon-
day Cup, 17 played from yel-
low tees. Sweep 1 SW Cree
59-12=47, 2 I McMillan 68-
14=54, 3 T Cotton 79-21=58
BIH over J McGovern.

Best scratch S Cree 59. There

Burke, B McGovern, A Burke
and J McConnachie.

Fixtures: Saturday 19 Octo-
ber, sweep at 8.30am and 1pm.
Monday 21 October, Monday

Cup 12.30pm. Saturday 26
October, Ken Western at Brod-
ick Golf Course. J McKenzie
Memorial Competition post-
poned at Corrie until Saturday
2 November, shotgun start at
12.30pm.

Machrie Bay Golf Club
Tuesday 8 October, Winter
Cup. 1 Fiona Scott 65, 2 Bri-
an Sherwood 66, 3 Elizabeth
Ross 68 BIH. Scratch and Two
Brian Sherwood 72.

Fixtures:Tuesday 22 October,
Winter Cup tee-off 12noon.

Arran Golfers Association
Fixtures: The Ken Western
Greensome will be held at
Brodick Golf Club on Satur-
day 26 October at 9am and
1pm. Pairs made up of a low
handicap and a high handicap!

the Duncan Trophy 2013/2014.
This year’s competition gets
underway at Brodick on Sun-
day 3 November. Draw: Brod-
ick v Lamlash at 10am,

Corrie v Machrie Bay at
10.50am, Whiting Bay v
Shiskine at 11.40am.

Thank you to everyone 
who sponsored me for 
doing the Great North 

Run on 15th September.
A special thank you to my 

fantastic mum for collecting 
so much to exceed my target 

for Cancer Research UK.
There is still time to sponsor 
me until the 21st October 

2013 on
www.justgiving.com/

colinscurrie
greatnorthrun2013
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There was agony for Arran at 
Ormidale Park on Saturday 
after losing a closely fought 
match they really should have 
won by just two points.

It may be a cliche but on a 
beautiful day for rugby this re-
ally was a game of two halves 
with Arran scoring three tries 
to the visitors’ two but it wasn’t 
enough to take the points.

Gregor Adamson both con-
verted by Iain Keen to a single 
penalty for Bikmyre and so led 
14-3 at the interval. 

The second half was a differ-
ent matter with Birkmyre scor-
ing two converted tries and 
three penalties to a single score 
for Arran – another try by Ben 

Iain Keen with the result that 
Birkmyre won the second half 
by 20-7.

So, why was there such a 
big turn around? Well, Arran, 

some poorly directed kicks 
from hand - all neatly collect-
ed by the visitors who did not 

-
out the game.

This should have provided 
a clear warning for our lads 
but instead, they became even 
more generous in the second 
half  and provided their op-
ponents with the possession 
which they were unable to ob-
tain for themselves.

All credit to the Kilmacolm 
side for when they realised that 
Arran were going to continue 
with the kicking game they 
positioned themselves so that 

while moving at top speed and 
with a runner on either side 
of the catcher. This resulted 

Arran 21  Birkmyre 23
in their backs moving at top 
speed and from there on, the 
tries were inevitable.

Apart from the kicking, 
many Arran players did 
really well. The lineout 
play was so dominant that 
Birkmyre were reduced to 
throwing the ball in any-
thing but straight with the 
resultant free 
kicks to Ar-
ran. 

At the ruck 
we were 
winning ball 
but com-
mitting too 
many players 
due to an unac-
customed lack of 
speed in our back row. There  
was actually one ruck in which 
three Arran players – Gregor 
Adamson, Jack Barbour and 
Todd Jameson, all backs, con-
tested successfully but which 
resulted in our backs being out 
of position.

A puzzling aspect was the 
failure to get the ball to Fraser 
Thomson, always a potential 
match winner, but who re-
ceived the ball only once in 
the 80 minutes.

The tight play was disap-
pointing with Niall McMas-
ter having to move up to tight 
head to secure the scrum.

Not once in the game did Ar-
ran get the ball under the con-
trol of the number eight. The 
result was slow ball with the 
Birkmyre backs on top of the 
home backs and preventing 

instance.
There is no doubt that Ar-

ran are full of enthusiasm - a 
happy band of brothers with 
lots of ability. 

Man for man, Arran 
were almost al-
ways superior 
to the oppo-
sition but 
u n t i l 
t h e y 
start 

turning up en 
masse at coaching on a 
Wednesday night and 
giving Chris Mar-
riot the chance to 
mould them into a 
team, Arran are go-
ing continue to be left, 
at the end of a game, won-
dering how they lost again. 

More than half of the scores 
against Arran have been 
penalties and many of 
them have been for com-
ing in from the side. 

Think about it lads and 
try a little coaching.

Joint man of the match, 
Euan Henderson and 
Sandy Kelso.

in the RBS West 
League Division 
3 table with 26 
points from 10 
games.

Ben Tattersfield, who 
scored two tries, on 

the attack for Arran. 
20_b42rugby01
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