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There are volunteers in the public eye who 

rightly should be in uniform, but there is a 

big difference between that and me using 

my car. They sent me a letter telling me to 

hand in my ID.

Alison Bilsland MBE

Lamlash, Isle of Arran
www.thomsonconstruction.co.uk

Telephone: 01770 600242 
Fax: 01770 600714

John Thomson Construction Ltd
Building & Civil Engineering Contractors, Joiners & Glaziers

Full Design Service • Extensions Alterations • Repairs 

Replacement • Double Glazing • Kitchens • Roads 
& Bridges Construction • Tarmacadam & Concrete 

Surfacing • Excavation & Drainage

Any Job  Large or Small • Estimates Free

Visit our new website for full details of all our 
products and housing developments
www.thomsonconstruction.co.uk

LAMLASH GARAGE
MOT DISCOUNT!

Car MOT Fee - £40.00 (Normal price £54.85)

All your vehicle requirements under one roof
Contact Willie Campbell on 01770 600328

MOT’s, repairs, servicing
Full body repair service available
Panel beating, spray painting

4 WHEEL LASER ALIGNMENT 
NOW AVAILABLE

Members of the Arran branch of the Royal British Legion outside the Faslane 
submarine base.    

Uniform row sparks 
Red Cross resignations

Members of the Arran Branch of the Royal 
British Legion and friends spent an informa-
tive and interesting day visiting the subma-
rine base HM Naval base Clyde on Thursday, 
October 13. 

Branch chairman Alan Milligan said: ‘Flag 
Officer Sea Training staff explained the 
training programmes given to our submarine 

crews and the most enjoyable part was in the 
ships’ simulator where we were entertained 
to a very rough passage entering a harbour 
somewhere in the world. 

‘We were impressed by the sheer size of the 
base and the modern facilities on offer to the 
9,000 personnel who live and work there on 
a daily basis.’

‘We are all resigning, all 22 of 
us, its unanimous.’ 

Evelyn Sillars MBE was 
expressing her disgust at the 
way Alison Bilsland MBE 
had been treated by the British 
Red Cross.

Because Alison chose not 

Cross uniform, she has been 
‘stripped of all her duties 
and had her membership ID 
confiscated’. Both Brodick 
ladies have been volunteer 
fundraisers for the Red Cross 
for a long time. 

Alison is also one of the 
island transport and escort 
drivers, taking patients to 
Lamlash hospital or the ferry 
for mainland appointments 
and has been operating the 
invaluable Red Cross medical 
loan service of wheelchairs 
and other equipment for 17 
years.

But when the volunteer driv-
ers on Arran were told that 
in future they had to wear a 
uniform, Alison wrote a letter 
of resignation as a driver.

She said: ‘I was told that if I 
wanted to continue as a driver 
I would have to attend seven 

training courses and wear a 
uniform.

‘There are volunteers in the 
public eye who rightly should 
be in uniform, but there is a 
big difference between that 
and me using my car about 
seven times a year. They sent 
me a letter telling me to hand 
in my ID and cease giving out 
wheelchairs.’

Evelyn said: ‘The Red Cross 

utterly disgraceful.’ 

they would all resign. 
Local volunteer fundraiser 

Lavinia Gibbs added: ‘At 
£170 each, uniforms are a 

waste of money considering 
the number of times they 
(volunteer drivers) are called 
out. Some patients want their 
privacy if they are going to 
hospital and wouldn’t want 
to be accompanied by some-
one in a uniform. I just hope 
the Red Cross come to their 
senses. It’s bureaucracy gone 
mad.’

Marie Hayes, operations 
director for the Red Cross in 
West Central and South West 
Scotland, said: ‘We regret that 
a number of volunteers on the 
Isle of Arran have intimated 
their intention to resign and 
we would welcome the op-
portunity to meet with them 
to resolve this situation, which 
has been caused by a misun-
derstanding on our part. 

‘Alison Bilsland resigned as 
a transport and escort driver. 
Her letter was wrongly in-
terpreted by us as a complete 
break from the organisation 
and normal procedures to deal 
with that position were fol-
lowed. This should not have 
happened and we apologise.’

Alison said: ‘My letter was 
crystal clear; they chose to 
interpret it that way. The other 
transport and escort drivers 
have not resigned, but they 
don’t want to wear a uni-
form.’

Marie Hayes added: ‘We 
hope that our volunteers on 
the island will be prepared to 

to this unhappy situation.’
The local Arran Red Cross 

fundraising committee raised 
£6,600 last year.

British Legion members 
set sail for submarine base

Alison Bilsland MBE     
b42alb01
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FOR LANDSCAPING & GROUND WORKS 
See: www.broombrae.co.uk & the Arran Index

Phone: 01770 860435 Mob: 07522 860435
FAX: 01770 860434 

E mail:bgg@broombrae.co.uk 
BGG Ltd, Kilpatrick, Isle of Arran KA27 8EY

BROOMBRAE GROUNDS  
&  GARDENS LTD isle of arran.

A planning application by Isle of Arran Dis-
tillers for a new warehouse at the Lochranza
distillery was approved by North Ayrshire
Council planning committee last week.

The application for a 40 metres by 32 me-
tres building at the rear of and adjoining an
existing warehouse had originally been rec-

the grounds that it was contrary to the Local
Plan and would have an adverse impact on the
visual amenity and landscape quality.

However, at the planning meeting Council-
lor Margie Currie submitted a motion, sec-
onded by Councillor Willie Gibson, that be-

Member of Parliament for
North Ayrshire and Arran
Katy Clark has submitted her
deep concerns about the clo-
sure of the Clyde coastguard
station to a consultation the

running on the issue.
Speaking on the subject Ms

Clark said “Clyde coastguard
is one of the busiest coast-
guard centres in the United
Kingdom. The Government
are saying it will close as part
of their reorganisation which
effectively means that it will
close at the end of 2012 when
the current lease comes to an
end.

‘The new arrangements
which the Government is
proposing will not be in place
by then which effectively
means there will be a gap in
provision for the west coast
of Scotland. I fear that this
gap will lead to a high pos-
sibility of a failure to pro-
vide an acceptable response

Savage dog destroyed

Serious assault at 
Golf Club
In the early hours of Sunday
morning, 16 October, a 24-
year-old Brodick man was
seriously assaulted at the rear
of Brodick Golf Club during
a private function.

A local man has been
charged with the serious
assault on the victim who
required hospital treatment.

Police report that they are
aware of the names of over
30 people who were present

endeavouring to gain state-
ments from all of them.

Sergeant Colin Young said:
‘This is a serious case. Issues
regarding alcohol have come
to light and a report will be
going to the Kilmarnock
Licensing department.’

Police are appealing for any
witnesses to come forward.

Breach of bail
A 45-year-old Lamlash
woman living in Whiting
Bay was arrested for breach
of High Court bail last week.

Speeding ticket
A visitor from London was
issued with a conditional
offer after being found to be
exceeding the speed limit
outside Brodick Primary
School last Thursday 13
October.
Advice on
stewarding
Police are asking that
organisers of forthcoming
licensed events on the island
approach them for advice on
stewarding and management
in premises.

Sergeant Young pointed
out: ‘We want to curb any
issues at licensed events and
try to reduce the number of
complaints from residents in
the vicinity of these events.
As a result, this could well
enhance the quality of life
for islanders.’

An Arran dog owner whose pet savaged a schoolgirl has had
the animal destroyed by lethal injection.

Laura Glister’s dog bit the 15-year-old on the leg, causing
puncture marks and bruising, near Glister’s home in Torrlin
Terrace, Kilmory.

Glister, 30, was ordered to pay the youngster £100 compen-
sation after she admitted being in charge of the animal when
it was dangerously out of control in July.

Kilmarnock Sheriff Court heard the animal had since been
put to sleep by a local vet.

It looks as though North Ayrshire Council may be employing
Yanks to work on Arran’s roads.

An eagle-eyed reader from Catacol contacted us this week
after he spotted this road sign in the village warning about
forthcoming roadworks.

It would appear that the work was due to begin on the 10/17/11
- which is of course the American way of writing dates.
Because of bad weather at the beginning of the week, the
work has yet to begin. 01_b42div01

Lochranza Distillery.   

New warehouse for 15,000 whisky barrels approved by Council
cause it would be at the rear of the existing
building it would not necessarily be contrary
to the planning policies, and that it would of-
fer increased employment opportunities.

There being no counter motion, the applica-
tion was passed.

The warehouse is to form extra storage ca-
pacity for approximately 15,000 additional
barrels, each containing 200 litres of whisky.

Among the planning conditions are that
no construction work should be carried out
between February and August to avoid dis-
turbing Golden Eagles during the breeding
season.

Yanky Doodle road sign

MP expresses 
concern about 
Coastguards

in emergency situations. The
Government has not thought
through these proposals.

‘I am asking them to ur-
gently review the proposal to
close Clyde which I believe
has been made out of con-
venience rather than for op-
erational reasons given they
want to close coastguard sta-
tions and the lease for Clyde
is coming to an end.”

‘I am deeply fearful that
this gap in provision will risk
safety and that in the long
term Belfast station, which

is much smaller than Clyde
and does not have the de-
tailed local knowledge of the
area will simply be unable to
cover Clyde’s coast as well
as their own, as the Gov-
ernment has suggested they
will. Whilst the consultation
is now closed on this issue,
if you share my concerns
about Clyde’s closure I
would encourage you to sign
the online petition which can
be found at http://wwwipeti-
tions.com/petition/saveclyde-
coastguard’

TRAREOCH CRAFTS
is closing at Balmichael Centre

LAST DAYS OF OPENING ARE
Friday 21st October 11 – 4pm

Saturday 22nd October 11 – 4pm
Sunday 23rd October 12 – 4pm
Monday 24th October 11 – 4pm

After this find us online at
www trareochcrafts.com

(local deliveries available) 

Thankyou to all my regulars and 
visitors for their custom
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8-seater taxis available

Ardrossan Harbour to:

Glasgow Airport
£30.00

Prestwick Airport
£25.00

Return bookings and other 
prices on request.

North Ayrshire Council has 
thrown its weight behind a 
campaign to save the vital 
Greenock Coastguard station 
following a review of the 
UK’s Coastguard service. 

The Maritime and Coast-
guard Agency (MCA) have 
proposed the closure of the 
Greenock facility following 
the UK Government’s spend-
ing review. 

This would mean that there 
would be no Coastguard sta-
tion on the west coast of Brit-
ain between Aberdeen and 
Southampton.

The centre currently pro-

vides emergency cover for 

Scottish coast – particularly 
the Firth of Clyde at North 
Ayrshire. In 2010 the Clyde 
Coastguard assisted 2,357 
people – saving the lives of 
539 members of the public. 

The centre also covers 
the highest number of ferry 
routes in the UK, including 
the Ardrossan to Arran and 
Largs to Cumbrae services.  

North Ayrshire Council has 
now signed up to a Concordat 
of Local Authorities oppos-
ing the proposal, following 
an invitation by Inverclyde 

Arran Coastguard station officer David McKinnon, 
centre, and deputy Bill Currie, left.  02_b42coa01

Geoffrey Dallamore and Timothy Billings outside 
Glenisle Hotel. 02_b42glen01

Council backs bid to save 
Greenock Coastguard

Council, which is home to 
Greenock’s Clyde Maritime 
Rescue Co-ordination Cen-
tre.

Councillor David O’Neill, 
leader of North Ayrshire 
Council, said: ‘While we all 

-
lenges that face the MCA, 
the fact is that the Coastguard 
service based in Greenock is 
vital to the safety of people 
right down the West coast 
– not least those in North 
Ayrshire. 

‘Local knowledge is incred-
ibly important when it comes 
to the vital minutes and sec-
onds that are required to save 
lives. Losing this knowledge 
would be a backward step. 
We are, therefore, adding our 
voice to the call to retain the 
Greenock facility.’ 

The council’s Executive 
agreed to oppose the MCA’s 
proposals seeking the closure 
of the Clyde Maritime Rescue 
Co-ordination Centre, sign 
the Concordat of Councils 
supporting the retention of 
the Clyde Coastguard Serv-
ice, and to respond to a con-
sultation on the proposals.

Arran Community Coun-
cil monthly meeting will be 
on Tuesday 25 October at 
7.30pm in the Ormidale Pa-
vilion, Brodick.

Among agenda items are a 
presentation about the pro-
posed animal park at Aucha-
reoch Farm, Kilmory, RET, 
Children’s Outreach Centre, 
roads etc.

Members of the public are 
welcome to attend and can 
make a contribution by ar-
rangement with the chair, 
John Inglis.

In last week’s Banner we re-
ported that Kilmichael is the 
only hotel on the island to 
achieve a VisitScotland Gold 
Award, but earlier this year 
the Glenisle Hotel in Lamlash 
received also received a Gold 
Award. 

This award, presented at the 
2011 Scottish Hotel Awards 
in the Thistle Hotel, Glasgow, 
was for hospitality, recognis-
ing the high standard of ac-
commodation and service that 
the Glenisle has achieved.

Heart and soul
At the time, owners Geof-

frey Dallamore and Timothy 
Billings said that they were 
thrilled at being recognised 
at a national level and paid 
tribute to the local tradesmen 
involved in the refurbishment 
of the hotel, and in particular 
the staff as ‘the heart and soul 
of the Glenisle’. 

The 13-bedroom hotel was 
also named Rising Star Small 
Hotel of the Year at the cer-
emony in March.

Golden days for Glenisle Hotel

Accused faces laser pen charge
A man has been charged with endangering 

shining a laser pen at them.
Archibald Hunter, 26, allegedly pointed a 

laser beam at the constables while they were 
on patrol in Brodick.

Hunter, of Glen Place, Brodick, faces an 

in the execution of their duty in the alleged 
incident in August.

The case was continued without plea at Kil-
marnock Sheriff Court until next month.

Council’s 
busy
October
agenda

Tel: 01770 302416. Cladach Visitor Centre, 
Brodick (next to Arran Brewery)

Opening Hours: Mon-Sat 9.30 – 5.00   Sun 11.00 – 4.00

Ready for Winter?
• Insulated Winter Boots for all the Family

• Yaktrax Ice Grippers
– All Sizes in Stock

• Warm Hats,
 Gloves and Socks

• Fluffy Fleeces for Girls
 & Boys (and Grown-Ups!)

• Winter Jackets
 & Trousers
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Opening hours 10am – 5pm. Last food orders 4pm
Closed Sunday and Monday 

Golf Course Rd, Whiting Bay
Tel: 700393

Paintings & Prints by Shiela Findlay on display Eat alfresco in our seafront garden

Delicious Snacks & Light Meals. Homebaking always available

HENDRY’S FUNERAL SERVICES LTD
15 Glen Avenue, Brodick

Your Local Independent Funeral Director
S A I F Member

All funeral arrangements
Agents for Golden Charter Funeral Plans and 

Robertson Memorials
Tel Clair on 01770 302233

Goo

d wholesome pub food

Brodick 01770 302293

BETTER BAR MEALS
Home cooked & served Daily from 12.30pm – 2.30pm & 5pm – 9pm

Malt Whiskies    Children Welcome
WHAT’S ON THIS WEEK

Friday  - Over 21’s Rock Disco - 10pm
Saturday  - Over 21’s Disco - 10pm

Tuesday - Pop Music Quiz - 9pm
Wednesday – Live Country Music - 9pm

Thursday - General Knowledge Quiz - 9pm

Sannox marches to
Sannox for Uphellya

The recession is being felt by 
the island tourism sector.

The actual numbers of visi-
tors remained the same at 
207,000 in 2010, but there 
was a decline in visitors stay-
ing and an increase in day 
visitors.

Good News
Tom Tracey, Visit Arran Fi-

nance Director, said: ‘The one 
piece of good news in the data 
is that we are not losing visi-
tors, rather they are spending 
less. The data is similar for 
the mainland. 

‘Anecdotal information on 

The September meeting of 
the Arran Garden Club was 
the annual ‘Seed Exchange’.
Members and visitors were 
welcomed by Carol Vella-
Boyle, chair of the club, who 
showed a selection of photo-
graphs of the wonderful self-
seeded plants in her garden in 
Lamlash.

Although self-seeders 
choose their own location in 
a garden, they often choose 
a situation with other plants, 
which seems to enhance their 
own style and beauty.

Some plants appear to self-
seed better in different parts 
of the country, but surpris-
ingly, gardens in different 
parts of the island seemed to 
be preferred by different self-
seeding plants.

A large number of seeds 
had been donated by mem-
bers and these were soon ex-

A self-seeded Foxglove with Parahebe perfoliata.

Garden Club members
enjoy September meeting

changed with the hope that 
they would grow in gardens 
across the island, as well as 
in the donors’ gardens.

All members are given ad-
vance notice of the AGM of 
the club which will be held 
on Thursday 24 November at 
the Ranger Centre, Brodick 
Country Park at 7.30 pm.

The AGM will be followed 
by a presentation on ‘Grow-
ing Orchids’ by Christine 
Nicholson and by festive re-
freshments.

The next meeting of the 
Arran Garden Club will be 
on Thursday 27 October at 
7.30pm at the Ranger Cen-
tre.

The guest speaker at this 
meeting will be James Mc-
Master, an expert on delphin-
iums, on ‘Growing Delphini-
ums’.

All welcome!

Tourist numbers stable, but visitor spend is less

Island’s tourism
review by VisitArran

the 2011 season suggests that 
the recession combined with 
poor weather in May and 
June created a further decline 
in overnight stays, despite 
one of the most active years 
of promotion for the island. 

‘Arran has been promoted 
more this year than ever be-
fore, from the successful 
George Square Event in May 
to The Maritime Festival in 
July concluding with Moun-
tain Festival in September.’

Wonderful
Claire Richardson, Visit 

Arran Operations Manager, 

added: ‘There is also more 
to promote this year with 
the opening of The Doug-
las Hotel, The Play Barn at 
Auchrannie, the continued 
improvements in The Glen-
isle and The Lamlash Bay 
Hotel and many wonderful 
new businesses opening on 
the island.

‘Members are reporting that 
visitors are making their deci-
sions on much shorter notice 

the week rather than being 
booked well ahead. Guests 
are tending to opt for lighter 

meals and snacks rather than 
more costly options. 

Promote
‘VisitArran will continue 

to actively promote busi-
ness, events and tourism 
on the island. With winter 
events planned such as San-
ta’s Sparkle on The Shore, 
a Christmas extravaganza to 
be held on Lamlash Green on 
26 and 27 November, and by 
collaborating with other part-
ners and businesses over the 
winter months to keep our 
destination at the forefront of 
people’s holiday plans.’

Sannox from Yorkshire, ready for the march to Sannox 
with the Viking boat for Uphellya.    b42san01

One of Banner dog Archie’s 
doggie pals Sannox from 

has sent us this photo of him 
striking a pose outside Corrie 
and Sannox Village Hall last 
August.

Sannox was clearly mak-
ing himself at home ready for 
the Uphellya Viking march to 

Sannox beach and ceremonial 
burning of the boat.

Woofed 
He woofed: ‘I had my photo 

taken with the Viking boat be-
fore Uphellya this summer.’

We think there is certainly a 
striking resemblance between 

-
urehead on the Viking boat.

Lochranza’s winter 
ferry resumes
Despite The Banner reporting last week that the Lochran-
za to Claonaig ferry service would end tomorrow (Satur-
day), it will continue for another week.

CalMac pointed out our mistake last week and added 
that it will continue until Saturday 29 October.

After this it will sail just once a day at 1.45pm to Tar-
bert.

Telephone 860444

PERFECT DARTS
EVERY WEDNESDAY NIGHT

8-10pm.

Singles darts in a round 
robin format

£1 entry
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M.B.S.
B U I L D I N G  a n d T I M B E R  S U P P L I E S

The Old Pier, Whiting Bay. Tel: (01770) 700202, Fax: (01770) 700711

OPEN Monday-Saturday 8.00 a.m.- 5 p.m. DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE

PAINT

PLUMBING

TOOL HIRE

 TIMBER

Do you deem yourself to be 
a budding amateur photog-
rapher?

If so, Whiting Bay Hall 
needs you. The ever-inven-
tive hall committee plans to 
hold a three-day exhibition 
of photographs of Arran by 
local snappers in late No-
vember. Committee member 
Marc Head said: ‘If you 
think you have a few nice 
photos of the island please 
get in touch. We intend to 
display them around the hall; 
they can be for sale or just 
for fun. 

‘An Arran photograph, suit-
ably framed, could make an 
inexpensive gift for Christ-
mas.’

Please contact Marc on 
700666, evenings, for more 
details.

Security officers at Glasgow International refused to let Julie and Charlie Ledbetter board their flight home to 
the south of England with jars of Arran Provisions chutney and jam. 

A hearing on the proposed 
multi-fuel power station at 
Hunterston will be held at 
Cunninghame House, Irvine, 
on Monday 24 October at 
10.30am.

The hearing will allow 
North Ayrshire Council to 
hear from key parties prior 
to responding to a Scottish 
Government consultation on 
the proposals.

While members of the pub-
lic are invited to attend the 
hearing, only key parties will 
be allowed to speak. 

Please note that the number 
of people able to attend the 
meeting will be restricted 
due to limited space.

The Council will then meet 
on Wednesday 9 November 
to determine its response.

All representations received 
by the Council in respect of 
the Scottish Government’s 
consultation will be consid-
ered in its response.

A couple told The Banner 
this week how the memory of 
their ‘wonderful’ holiday on 
the island was tarnished when 
over-zealous airport security 
men swiped their souvenirs.

Glasgow International re-
fused to let Julie and Charlie 

home to the south of England 
with jars of Arran Provisions 
chutney and jam.

And the astonished pair had 
no option but to chuck them 

Southampton.
Attitude

They had enjoyed a four-day 
break at Darven Cottage B&B 
in Sannox - but mum-of-four 
Julie reckoned the attitude of 

-
port left a sour taste.

She said: ‘We really had a 
memorable holiday on Ar-

we both fell in love with the 
place.

‘We left with so many happy 
memories such as the scen-
ery, range of wildlife, amaz-
ing walks and most of all the 
friendliness of the locals.

memory of an otherwise won-
derful experience will be that 
of our encounter with these 
guys at the airport.

Arran holidaymakers find 
themselves in a pickle!

‘When we put the small jars 
in our hand luggage we didn’t 
imagine for a moment that 
there might be a problem.

‘And we were almost 

them out of our bags and told 
-

uid containers.

‘They weren’t even will-
ing to discuss our belief that 
chutney and jam were simply 

‘So we had to throw them 
in the bin - what a dreadful 
waste!’

Despite their disappoint-
ment, Julie stressed that the 

Hearing on 
Hunterston
power station 
proposals

Photo display 
in Whiting Bay

episode will not deter the cou-
ple from returning to Arran.
She added: ‘Now that we 
have discovered the island, 

Sannox.
‘But next time I think we 

then we can take home 100 

jars of chutney and jam back 
to Southampton.’

A spokesman for BAA said: 
‘The UK Government has re-

gels and pastes. The jam/ 
chutney would be allowed in 

measuring 100mls or under.’ 
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ARDROSSAN
HARBOUR
TO YOUR DESTINATION

Mainland Taxi’s
07921 998457
01294 463556
Glasgow Airport £30

Prestwick Airport £23

Irvine Central Hospital £14

Crosshouse Hospital £20

Ayr Hospital £30

Troon Harbour £21

Seamill Hydro £12

Kilmarnock £22

Ayr £27
For other quotes just ask!
Friendly Reliable Service
www.mainland-taxis.co.uk
7 SEATER WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE VEHICLE 
AVAILABLE

Id
ea

l G
ift

20% off all marked carpets

The Scottish Potato Syno-
nym Committee in their re-
port to the Department of 
Agriculture for Scotland 
on the registration and im-
munity trials held at the De-
partment’s Plant Registra-
tion Station, recommended 
Seedling A581 from Mr 
Donald MacKelvie, Lam-
lash, Arran, for registration.  

Mr MacKelvie has now re-
ceived intimation from the 
Department that the new 
seedling has been registered 
under the name of ‘Arran 
Pilot’.  

variety registered by the De-
partment since registration 
after several years of test-
ing was inaugurated. Others 
registered are ‘Arran Con-
sul’ (MacKelvie), ‘Herald’ 
(MacGill and Smith), ‘Arran 
Banner’ (MacKelvie) and 
‘Arran Crest’ (MacKelvie).  

‘Arran Pilot’ is immune, 
-

ney likely to be useful for 
the English market, where 
long shaped varieties are 
preferred to other popular 
varieties, which are non-im-
mune. It is claimed to be the 
only immune early kidney 
on the market.  At the Ar-
ran trials in June, ‘Arran Pi-
lot’ gave a heavier yield of 
marketable tubers than any 
other variety except ‘Arran 
Crest’.  The new potato is a 
cross between ‘May Queen’ 
and ‘Bepo’, the latter being 
a German variety bred by 
Herr K V Anmeke.

Maggie’s Centres relaxa-
tion and stress management 
classes just got a little more 
calming, as the cancer caring 
centres have started using Ar-
ran Aromatics candles within 
the popular weekly sessions 
in their Scottish Centres.

The limited edition candles, 
which have been released to 
mark Maggie’s 15th anniver-
sary year, have been gifted 
to each of the centres for use 
during relaxation classes and 
are on sale now to the public 
in Arran Aromatics stores to 
raise funds for Maggie’s net-
work of centres.

Maggie’s President Her 
Royal Highness The Duchess 
of Rothesay chose the scent 

Lunch to raise funds for Kalimpong Arran news 
from the 

archives of 
The Oban Times

As part of the 150th 
anniversary of the Oban 

Times we have been looking 
back at Arran news reports 
from as far back as 1861.

Arran Pilot potato 
registered – January 1931

Janice and Richard Small pictured at Dr Graham’s Homes for children in 
Kalimpong last year. 

A soup and sandwiches 
lunch is being held next Sat-
urday (October 29) to help 
raise funds for Dr Graham’s 
Homes (DGH) Earthquake 
Appeal.

This year’s lunch in Brod-
ick Church Hall from 12noon 
until 2pm needs your sup-
port more than ever.

Last month an earthquake 
measuring 6.8 on the Rich-
ter scale hit Kalimpong. 
Fortunately, not one person 
was hurt but as DGH sits on 
a ridge, above the town, the 
school has suffered substan-
tial structural damage. 

Some of the children are 
staying in tents provided 

by the Indian Army, as 19 
of the 22 cottages are dam-
aged, and many may need 
rebuilt.

We must never forget that 
the children may have lost 
the only home they know 
and early and effective ac-
tion is necessary. 

Please come along next 
Saturday and give your 
support, as repairs will be 
expensive and extensive. 

There will be a wide va-
riety of delicious soups, 
appetising sandwiches, 

bric-a-brac stall. 
We look forward to seeing 

you there. 

Arran Aromatics’ limited 
edition candles have been 
released to mark Maggie’s 
Centres 15th anniversary 
year. 

Maggie’s say relax with
Arran Aromatics 

-
ral scent has properties which 
help induce relaxation.

Maggie’s relaxation and 
stress management sessions 
help people to experience, 
practice and develop skills to 
help control anxious thinking, 
with meditation, visualisation 
and ‘emergency’ relaxation 
techniques employed.

Maggie’s Edinburgh Cen-
tre’s relaxation therapist, 
Yvonne McIntosh, said: ‘Eve-
rything within our relaxation 
class is carefully selected to 
ensure that we create the op-
timum environment to facili-
tate relaxation and learning. 
From home-like soft furnish-
ings to the music to the tem-
perature of the room to the 
scent of a burning candle – all 
senses are engaged.

‘Maggie’s is delighted to 

be supported by Arran Aro-
matics from the sales of this 
beautiful scented candle and 
it is lovely that they have pro-
duced a product which specif-

-
ing and holistic atmosphere.’

Andrew Russell, Director 
of Arran Aromatics said: ‘We 
are delighted to be able to sup-
port Maggie’s in this unique 
way. With top notes of Violet, 
Jasmine, Rose, and Lemon, 
and a heart of Philadelphus 
and Oris, warming to a base 
of Honey, Sandalwood, Gera-
nium – it is a wonderful way 
to reduce stress and promote 
relaxation.’  

Participants of Maggie’s re-
laxation class commented on 
the importance of the weekly 
class to them.

Eleanor, from Edinburgh, 
said: ‘I’ve been coming here 

for ten years. It sets me up for 
the week. Really this is the 
only hour of the week when 
I totally relax.  It’s soothing, 
with the environment really 
adding to the experience.’ 

Isabel, from Edinburgh, 

been along to the relaxation 
class.

My husband passed away of 
cancer and I was diagnosed 
with breast cancer three 
months ago and am currently 
undergoing radiotherapy.  I 

don’t think I ever properly 
relax but I came here for the 

-
ning down my face.  It was 
just a release as I was relieved 
that I was allowing myself to 

be back.’ 
Maggie’s inaugural centre 

opened in Edinburgh in 1996, 
with the charity growing to 
15 centres either established 
or in development in 2011.

Since 1996, Maggie’s Cen-
tres have received more than 
half a million visitors to the 
centres and have developed a 
programme of support that’s 
recognised by the department 
of health as providing out-
standing cancer care.

The Arran Aromatics Mag-
gie’s 15th anniversary can-
dle will be on sale at Arran
Aromatics stores across the 
country and the Arran Aro-
matics online shop, with 50 
per cent of the proceeds go-
ing to Maggie’s.cladach pottery 

& gallery
Cladach Visitor Centre, by Brodick

Tel 01770 303590

Unique pottery, arts, crafts & gifts & 
new Christmas tree decorations.

All handmade on Arran

Open Monday to Saturday, 
10.00am - 5.00pm
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 from Braehead Farm, Sliddery 
Delivered frozen to your door, at a time convenient to you.

No order too small.
For orders or Pricelist contact Braehead Beef & Lamb 

Tel 870348

ARRAN
REARED BEEF

& LAMBFree Range 
Eggs

Available

United Auctions had forward 
2,362 store cattle, cast cows 
and 3,512 store lambs and 
feeding sheep at their Stir-
ling Agricultural Centre last 
Wednesday.

cross) £72.50; Ardbheinn 
-
-

£46.50.
-

face) £48.

NHS Ayrshire & Arran’s An-
nual Review is being held on 
Friday 28 October 2011 at 

Education Centre, Cross-
house Hospital, Kilmarnock.

A Scottish Government 
minister will not be attending 
the Annual Review as, from 
this year, ministerial atten-
dance at Annual Reviews will 
be every two years, therefore 
the format of this year’s An-
nual Review is different from 
other years. 

Lamlash
50/50 Club 

Arran Natural History Society 
- Our natural
woodland

Head along to the 
NHS Annual Review

chair the meeting and will 
call upon directors and se-
nior managers to update the 
audience on performance 
throughout the year.

welcome to come along to 
observe, listen to the meeting 
and, if there is time, ask ques-
tions at the end. 

Opportunity

Chairman of Ayrshire and Ar-

Annual Review is an oppor-
tunity for members of the 
public to hear how we have 
been performing during the 
past year. 

-
nity for people to raise any is-
sues or concerns they have.’

Places are limited, so if you 
would like to attend please 
telephone 01292 885879 or 
email margery.ferry@aapct.
scot.nhs.uk

Lamlash 50/50 Club £100 

Arran livestock 
sales

Scotland’s natural woodlands are special as they support a high proportion of the 
habitats and species that require the most protection. 

The presentation on ‘Our Natural Woodland’ was by 
Malcolm Whitmore, known among other things for his 
excellent work with the Arran Access Trust. 

-
ber in the Rangers Centre in 

Natural Woodland’ was by 

the members, known among 

work with the Arran Access 

As part of a Forestry Com-
mission Scotland/Scot-
tish Natural Heritage Joint 

out a comprehensive survey 
over more than two years of 
woodlands on Arran and else 
where in Scotland. 

-

most interesting well illus-
trated presentation. 

-
ground to the survey. 

natural woodlands is impor-
tant not only for Arran but for 
Scotland - for nature conser-
vation and heritage, and for 
sound economic reasons as 
well.

-
ing of this valuable resource, 
the survey of all of Scot-
land’s natural woodlands 
was to identify their location, 

Scotland’s natural woodlands 
are special as they support a 

high proportion of the habi-
tats and species that require 
the most protection. Frag-
mentation of natural wood-
lands poses a serious threat 
to biological richness and the 
species that depend on them. 

invasive species such as rho-
dodendron ponticum, have a 
very negative impact on natu-

ral woodlands.

the data from the website 
Forestry Commission Scot-
land map viewer and how this 
could be used in an integrated 
approach to supporting future 
land management.

in the wide range of questions 

end of his presentation. 
-

ran Natural History Society 

November starting at 8pm in 
-

ick Country Park. 
-
-

End of season 
beach clean in 
Lamlash

group will be holding a 
beach clean on Sunday 30 
October.

part please meet on the front 
green in Lamlash opposite 
the Co-op at 12 noon. 

All pickers and bags will be 
provided but bring your own 
gloves.

For those taking part, after-
wards there will be soup in 

Halloween entertainment of 
face painting and dooking 
for apples for the children. 



press policy
WE AT The Arran Banner do our utmost to make sure that all our reports 
are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on occasion, mistakes 
can occur in the hectic process of producing a local newspaper.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in print. 
The 

Arran Banner, Brodick, Arran giving your day-time telephone number 
where possible. 

This statement of policy will appear on this page every week along with 

The Arran Banner adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s Code 
of Conduct.  The views expressed in The Arran Banner are not necessarily 
those of the The Oban Times Group.

your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 
words in length for publication on this page. The 
editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses 
must be supplied, including on e-mails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime telephone number is also 
required for verification. Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact telephone number will not 
be printed. Please write or fax to: Letters Page, The 
Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran. 
E-mail editor@arranbanner.co.uk

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Arran
Deliveries
Glasgow Depot
Arran Deliveries
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow G14 OHB

Arran Deliveries
The Parcel Point
Harbour Road, 
Ardrossan
North Ayrshire 
KA22 8BZ

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
Daily collection throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and surrounding districts

Tel: 01475 676 255
Fax: 01294 469 492

Open Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm
Accepting goods destined 
for the island

We deliver the goods
not excuses
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‘There is a time for everything, and a season for every ac-
tivity under heaven.’ (Ecclesiastes 3:1)

Fond holiday memories
of the 1950s in Lamlash

What about real 
musicals?
Sir, 
As a former resident of Arran 
and member of the Arran Mu-
sic and Drama Club, and one 
who has always enjoyed mu-
sical theatre, I have been sur-
prised and saddened to note 
the recent choices made by 
the Committee regarding the 
annual musical productions.

‘Best Little Whorehouse in 
Texas’ (2009) does not im-
mediately spring to mind as a 
musical, nor does ‘Bad Girls’ 
(2011). 

As for this year’s choice 
(‘Little Shop of Horrors’, 
about a mean-eating plant!!!), 
words fail me - can this really 
be thought of as appropriate 
entertainment for all the holi-
day-makers who come to the 
island?

I don’t know who is now 
running the show, but per-
haps a reminder of the ‘true’ 
musical successes of the past 
would not go amiss - what 
about Rodgers and Hammer-
stein, Jerome Kern, Andrew 
Lloyd Webber, Lerner and 
Loewe, Meredith Willson, 
Ivor Novello? 

And the shows; ‘Carousel’, 

‘Les Miserables’, ‘My Fair 
Lady’, ‘West Side Story’, 
‘The Music Man’, ‘Phantom
of the Opera’ - I could go on 
and on.

Surely with such a choice, 
and the very talented cast 
available, it should be a sim-
ple matter to select something 
more suitable for general fam-
ily holiday entertainment.

I would be interested to 
hear other people’s views on 
this matter.

Yours sincerely,
Frank Mitchell.
24 Matheson Road
Red Beach
Auckland 0932
New Zealand
Stripped of her
duties
Sir,
Further to a letter from Ali-
son Bilsland dated 3 August 
2011 regarding Red Cross 
uniforms, she has now been 
stripped of all her duties and 
had her membership ID con-

The Red Cross volunteers 

utterly disgraceful, and while 
this blinkered bureaucracy 
survives, volunteers will be-
come fewer at a time when 
there is more need.

I hope it is only Ayrshire and 
Arran who are being treated 
in this manner.

How sad it is.
Yours,

Evelyn Sillars MBE

Brodick

Ferry assistance
Sir,
I would like to offer my heart-
felt thanks for the assistance 
given to my wife when she 
was taken ill during the ferry 
crossing between Ardrossan 
and Brodick on Thursday 13 
October.

The circumstances were 
very distressing for us and 
the kindness and attention we 
received from the crew was 
second to none; prompt, ef-

We were very lucky to be in 
such good hands.

Thank you once again to ev-
eryone who was involved, we 
are extremely grateful.

Yours,
Ted and Mary Scott
Nampara
Golf Course Road

Former Navy
electricians sought 
Sir,
The Royal Navy is looking 
for any reader of The Arran 
Banner who has served in the 
Electrical, Radar, Weapons, 
Warfare or Control Branch 
of the Royal Navy and who 
is willing to assist in a small 
way in training tomorrow’s 
sailors in the skills and way 
of life they learnt whilst in the 
Royal Navy.

The Royal Naval Electrical 
Branch Association is work-
ing in conjunction with HMS 
Collingwood at Fareham in 
Hampshire, to bring to the 
sailors of tomorrow, the ex-
perience of yesterday.

‘First hand experience’ of 
on board life and dealing 
with Electrics and Electron-
ics of yesterday’s warships is 
still relevant, just a bit more 
up to date!

This will be relayed in a 
relaxed way to trainees in 

groups, by those who are able 
to visit HMS Collingwood 
for these short ‘Lamp Swing-
ing’ sessions.

The function of the Royal 
Navy Electrical Branch As-
sociation is to reunite those 
who have served together for 
them to swing the lamp and 
is achieved through member-
ship lists, a regular newsletter 
and  reunions.

This new liaison with HMS 
Collingwood adds to the vis-
its we make there as a group 
from time to time as well as 
the stand we have at the Open 
Day.

In the words of the Kitch-

ener poster ‘Your association 
needs you’ to help with the 
training of tomorrow’s sailor.

Have a look at what we do at 
www.rneba.org.uk and down-
load an application form. 

Or write to Mike Crowe, 
RNEBA, 7 Heath Road, Lake, 
Sandown, Isle of Wight, PO36 
8PG or drop me an email at 
mike@rneba.org.uk.

Looking forward to hearing 
from ex members of the RN 
Electrical Branch.

Yours,
Mike Crowe
Royal Naval
Electrical Branch
Association

Two weeks ago we published a request from Ian Banks 
of Cardross.

He was asking if anyone knew the whereabouts of ‘four 
amigos’ as shown in a photo taken in Lamlash in the late 
1950s and printed on page 6 of that week’s Banner.

One of the four, Bert MacNeil, now living in Dumbar-
ton, has been in touch to give some fond memories of 
those halcyon days on holiday on the island.

Bert said: ‘I haven’t been in touch with any of these 
folk since I discovered the Costa Brava in 1963! 

Sunday papers at the back door of the Ship House under 
the disapproving stares of passing churchgoers; the Clyde 
Valley Stompers and Fionna Duncan; the White House 
Hotel and my drinking partners there, Gavin, George 
and Richard; the Lamlash Hotel, universally known as 
the PHT; Mr Craske and his corgi who recovered just 
about every lost golf ball; my second or third cousins, 
the Middleton twins, and sadly no longer with us, Ching 
Hamilton, Bert Teasdale and Sergeant Scouse.’

A copy of the original article in the Banner was sent to 
Bert by Peter McKay and Margo Stewart. 

Bert said: ‘Peter is an old drinking partner who now 
runs a driving school from his home in Corrie, and Mar-
go is from An Cnoc, Kildonan which was the home of 
my McNeill ancestors.’ Bert and Ian would welcome any 
more responses.

Travellers, a blight on Arran’s landscape?
Many watched in disbelief on Wednesday morning as 
bricks and debris were thrown at police as they prepared 
the way for bailiffs to clear the illegal part of the UK’s larg-
est travellers’ site at Dale Farm. 

The local authority say it’s a simple planning issue - the 
86 families lack permission to pitch homes on the land. 

The travellers, a traditionally nomadic group similar to, 
but ethnically distinct from, Gypsy or Roma people, call it 
ethnic cleansing.

A more accurate description of travellers would be that 
they are a rural underclass, descendants in part of travel-
ling labourers who have long since lost their place in a 
mechanised, densely populated Britain. 

But why this should make them exempt from planning 

home.
Traveller evictions are relatively common across Britain 

Farm.
A few years ago, the Dougarie Estate was forced to place 

large rocks along the shoreline in Catacol to deter travel-
lers returning to the site.

After two summers residing there, the beach was left in a 
real mess with human waste and rubbish scattered all along 
it.

But it didn’t discourage them altogether as they now set 
up camp at Lenimore, further south and this site is now in 
an even bigger mess.

They have left burnt out caravans behind as well as oil 

by the council.
A comparison could also be drawn with the wild campers 

rubbish and paying nothing for the use of the land. 
Obviously it is unfair to tarnish all travellers’ reputations 

proud and keep their sites impeccably clean.
The travellers’ site at Merkland near Brodick was a real 

asset to the island before it closed down. 
Personally I have nothing against the travellers, and 

appreciate that their children suffer serious bullying at 
schools, and that they’re widely disliked. 

I just don’t especially admire their way of life, which 
contributes to a shorter life expectancy and low education 
levels. It is a lifestyle similar to that many of our great-
grandparents would have grown up in, and it’s one we 
should put behind us.
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Scottish Franchise of the Year 1999/2000
UK Entrepreneur of the year 2001/2002

Dr Frances Dryburgh 
addressing Arran 
Antiquarians in Brodick 
Hall.    b42anti01

Lamlash Bridge Club
Results for Lamlash Bridge Club for Monday 17 October.

N/S 1 R Thompson and P Thompson +2290, 2 E McConnell 
and P Adamson +340, 3 J Barclay and J McArthur –10.

E/W 1 T Martin and A Bilsland +2260, 2 M and D Bruce 
-820, 3 J Wales and J McBride –330.

The executive of North Ayr-
shire Council has agreed to 
provide funding for cash-
strapped paddle steamer PS 
Waverley in a bid to keep the 

The Waverley is the last 
sea-going passenger carrying 
paddle steamer in the world 
and sails passengers up and 
down the west coast of Scot-
land to places like the north 
coast and Arran throughout 
the summer months.

For almost 40 years, the in-

Council provides 
£15,000 to keep 
Waverley coming 
‘doon the watter’

Paddle steamer Waverley at Brodick pier.     02_b42wav02

stantly recognisable Waverley 
has circumnavigated Britain 
and operates almost entirely 
on income generated by fare-
paying passengers apart from 
an annual grant from Glas-
gow City Council.

Fuel Costs
But the famous red-fun-

nelled ship has been hit by 
escalating fuel costs and a 
decline in the number of pas-
sengers who have been put 
off by a succession of wet 
summers.

Unless the ship can raise 
£350,000 by later this month, 
the sea will cease sail.

North Ayrshire Council’s 
Executive committee agreed 
at their meeting on Tues-
day 11 October to provide a 
one-off grant of £15,000 to 
the Waverley on the condi-
tion that the charity is able 
to secure the total funding 
package and that the steamer 
continues to sail to Brodick, 
Largs and Millport.

Councillor David O’Neill, 

leader of North Ayrshire 
Council, said: ‘The Waverley 
paddle steamer is an iconic 
vessel that forms part of Scot-
land’s heritage.

Funding
‘We hope that this funding 

will go some way to ensuring 
this important ship continues 
its trips ‘doon the watter’ to 
North Ayrshire.’

Decisions made by the Ex-
ecutive Committee are sub-
ject to call-in by the Scrutiny 
Committee.

Antiquarians hear about Industry, Philanthropy and Art
Arran Antiquarians welcomed 
Dr Frances Dryburgh to their 
regular meeting in Brodick 
Hall on Monday. 

Harry Davidson said: ‘Our 
Monday afternoon lecture saw 
50 Arran residents brave the 
heavy rain and an even more 
intrepid speaker, Dr Frances 
Dryburgh of Glasgow braved 
the ferry ‘on amber alert’ to 
come and speak to us about 
‘The  donors of paintings to 
Glasgow Art Galleries’.

‘Dr Dryburgh is a member 
of a research group delving 
into the family history and 
personal circumstances of 
those who donated substan-
tial works of art to the City.

‘A previous catalogue of 
-

cial details, namely, name of 
artist, date of donation and 
the name of the donor. Fre-
quently the paintings were 
bought by very wealthy in-
dustrialists.

‘They used their consider-
able fortune on collecting art 
and philanthropic bequests 
such as opening public parks, 
reading rooms and founding 
Institutes.’

Dr Dryburgh went into four 
examples in some detail.

‘A portrait of Charles Ten-
nant (by Andrew Geddes), 
an owner of a large chemical 
works for the manufacture of 
bleaching powder and ferti-
lisers, had eventually been 
given by Tennant’s grandson, 
James Coupar, to the Peoples’ 
Palace in Glasgow.

Examples
‘Her other three examples 

came from the Reid family 
who made their fortune from 
the locomotive works, the 
Howden family from boiler 
making and the Orr White 
family from a soapworks.

‘One member of the Reid 

of the house which became 
the Erskine Hospital.

‘The artworks donated by 
these families were very val-
uable and included works by 
Millais, Rembrandt, Whistler, 
Alma Tadema, Durer, Faed,
Paton and some of the Glas-
gow Boys.

‘The lecture was a fascinat-
ing combination of genealogy, 
industrial history and art. The
audience were absorbed by 
this research work.

‘A happy footnote - our 
speaker made it home despite 
the amber alert!’

‘SERVING AYRSHIRE SINCE 1999’
Free Estimates & Fitting • Free Child Safety Fittings

All types & materials • Plantation Shutters
Insect Screens • Awnings • Curtains • Cubicle Tracks
BLIND REPAIRS • Caravan & Conservatory Specialists

Velux Blinds • Perfect Fit Blinds • Blind Accessories

01292 440417   01292 263503
www.billgrierblinds.co.uk       enquiries@billgrierblinds.co.uk

THINKING ABOUT BLINDS OR SHUTTERS?
WE ARE VISTING ARRAN VERY SOON (AYRSHIRE COMPANY)

PLEASE CONTACT US TO MAKE AN APPOINTMENT

01292 440 417   01292 263 503
enquiries@acornshutters.co.uk

www.acornshutters.co.uk
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‘Spending the summer in the circus is
definitely an experience that I will never
forget and a life that I will continue to pursue’
Running away to join the 
circus may be a dream for 
many but for Ross Cleland 
from Shiskine it is also the 
culmination of years of work 
to perfect his now legendary 
hula hoop act. 

The circus is not just a ca-
reer; it is an entirely separate 
culture with its own language, 
rules and traditions.

Life can often be brutal and 
unglamorous but as Ross 
pointed out, it’s worth it for 
your time in the ring alone 
with thousands of people 
cheering for you as you do 
something that you love. 

He told The Banner: ‘Spend-

Big Top life is dream come
                circus performer

ing the summer in the circus 

that I will never forget and a 
life that I will continue to pur-
sue in one form or the other.’

Ross is a member of The 
Academy of Circus Arts - the 
world’s only travelling circus 
school.

Students tour the UK with 
the Festival Circus, perform-

of the season alongside circus 
professionals who double as 
tutors to the students. 

with a graduation show at 
Zippos Circus in front of an 
invited audience including 

circus employers from all 
over the world.

Of the 57 applicants - Ross 

who were accepted, and the 
only boy.

‘Circus life was tough, usu-
ally working 13 hour days, 
seven days a week either 
training, performing, putting 
up or taking down the tent 
- our only respite being the 
journey from one town to the 

‘We went to all sorts of 
events including Scotland’s 
‘Wickerman Festival’ and 
The Barrow in Furness Inter-
national Circus Festival.’

The circus accommodation consisted of a lorry divided into six small rooms and 
bizarrely a spacious shower room.

He added: ‘However the 
crazy regime paid off as all of 
the students developed profes-
sional standard acts in com-
pletely new disciplines over

as opposed to the years that it 
would usually take.’ 

At the beginning of the 
summer Ross left Arran and 
arrived at the circus with a
hula hoop act in the making 
and quickly got it perfected
and into the show. 

-
veloped an Aerial Silks
Act, which was the highlight 

in the roof of the big top and 
making the audience scream 
at times!’  

Ross also began performing 
as a clown who only commu-
nicated using a whistle. 

Added to this he also learnt 
a routine on the Spanish web 
- a fast and dizzying aerial act 
- although he didn’t get an 
opportunity to perform it in 
the show. 

‘On top of training for in 
the ring we also had classes 
in other disciplines giving us 
foundations to work on in the 
future if we wish to develop 
other acts,’ said Ross.

‘These included gymnastics 
and tumbling, swinging tra-
peze, juggling and tightwire, 
pirch pole and many more.’ 

Ross believes that the Acad-
emy taught him and his fel-
low students a great deal more 
than just circus disciplines. 

‘We learned about construc-
tion and deconstruction of 
various types of circus tents 
and how to rig all of their 
aerial structures and props,’ 
he said. ‘Also we learned 
about costume design and 

-
nitely not my strong point).’

The business side was al-
so covered as Ross learned 
all about how to market him-
self and his acts and get the 
most out of the industry.

Above all else he learnt to 
work well in a team as the 
physical and emotional stress
of the course put immense
pressure on all of them. 

For those who would like to 
see a video of Ross’s act, go 
to: http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=YuiZ93C8t64

The highlight of Ross’s circus experience was his Arial 
Silks act. 

Halfway into the tour Ross also began performing as 
a clown who only communicated using a whistle. 

OLD BYRE SHOWROOM & COFFEE SHOP, MACHRIE

THE COFFEE SHOP CLOSES
 ON SATURDAY 22ND OCTOBER. 

THE OLD BYRE SHOWROOM SHOP REMAINS OPEN
 10.00AM ~ 5.00PM EVERY DAY

&
THE SHEEPSKIN SHOP, BRODICK IS OPEN 
10.00AM ~5.00PM MONDAY ~ SATURDAY

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK ALL OUR LOYAL CUSTOMERS FOR ALL 
YOUR SUPPORT OVER THE PAST THREE YEARS & WE LOOK FORWARD 

TO INVITING YOU TO THE OPENING OF

CAFÉ THYME & BAR
IN THE NEW YEAR
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THIS MONTH IN 
SCOTTISH FIELD...
Sir Alex 
Ferguson 
- how Govan 
made me the 
man I am
READ...
GOLDEN 
OPPORTUNITY-
Plans to 
reopen 
Tyndrum’s 
gold mine
SCOTLAND’S 
GRAND 
TOUR-
With TV presenter 
Paul Murton
TOP 10 LANDMARK FOLLIES
Stalking at Kingairloch
GREAT GAME - WITH PERTHSHIRE 
CHEF NEIL MCGOWN

SUBSCRIBE...
SUBSCRIBE NOW AND
GET 3 ISSUES FOR £1
PLUS THESE FREE TOTAL
RESULTS HAIRCARE 
PRODUCTS WORTH OVER 
£40

WINTWO NIGHTLUXURY SPABREAK

www.scottishfield.co.uk

true for Arran’s very own

Ross has spent five months touring with The Academy of Circus Arts.

Performing with The Academy of Circus Arts.  

Ross Cleland, centre, was one of only five students 
taken on this year by the circus. 

Ross clowning around.  

It pays to advertise in
THE ARRAN BANNER

KILMORY FARMER’S & CRAFT MARKET
KILMORY HALL

Saturday 29th October
10.30am - 2.00pm

Call Lesley 860425
Registered Scottish Charity  SC028200

RAG RUG 
MAKING

1 day course on

Saturday November 12th

at Arran High School

Rug hook, materials and 
lunch included

For further details contact 
Sharon Wedge on 700713
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North Ayrshire and Arran 
could be split in two

Brodick Castle, which is 
steeped in history, is the 
perfect place to spend 
Halloween. b42cas01NO 

Arran’s Westminster constitu-
ency may be set to change.

Boundary proposals drawn 
up by the Scottish Boundary 
Commission could split the 
existing North Ayrshire and 
Arran constituency in two for 
the next General Election.

A new North Ayrshire 
and Arran seat will include 
the whole of The Three 
Towns, Arran, Kilwinning 
and Irvine.

Largs and the North Coast, 
the Garnock Valley and West 
Kilbride would form a seat 
with Johnstone and parts of 
Renfrewshire called South 
Renfrewshire and Largs.

North Ayrshire and Arran 
Constituency Labour Party 
have reacted with disappoint-
ment to these boundary pro-
posals.

Local MP Katy Clark said: Katy Clark MP.     b42katy01

‘These are only proposals at 
this stage and the eventual 
boundaries could look very 
different. I am disappointed it 
is being suggested that North 
Ayrshire should be split in 
this way. 

‘The Conservative led Coa-
lition Government wish to 
reduce the number of MPs 
for party political reasons and 
Scotland will lose seven MPs 
as a result of these proposed 
changes.

‘Many of the new seats bear 
little resemblance to the his-
torical boundaries people are 
used to. 

‘I was surprised at the South 
Renfrewshire and Largs pro-
posals as they ignore tradi-
tional local authority bounda-
ries and traditional links.

‘It goes without saying that 
I will continue to serve all of 

my constituents to the best of 
my ability.’

Katy Clark was elected as 
MP for North Ayrshire and 
Arran in 2005 and re-elected 
in May 2010.

Constituency party secretary 
Gordon McKay said: ‘We are 
disappointed that the number 
of Scottish constituencies 
are to be reduced in order to 
satisfy the partisan political 
motives of this Government 
and we see no logical reason 
for dividing the constituency 
of North Ayrshire and Arran 
which Katy Clark has served 
well in her many years as the 
local Labour MP.’

The Westminster constitu-
ency of North Ayrshire and 
Arran includes the Three 
Towns of Stevenston, Salt-
coats and Ardrossan, the 
Garnock Valley comprising 

Kilbirnie, Beith, Barrmill, 
Dalry, Glengarnock, Long-
bar, Gateside and Burnhouse,
Largs, Skelmorlie, Fairlie, 
West Kilbride as well most of 
Kilwinning and the islands of 
Arran and Greater Cumbrae 
(Millport).

The Kilwinning and Steven-
ston parts of North Ayrshire 
and Arran are in the Scottish 
Parliament seat of Cunning-
hame South whilst the rest of 
this Westminster seat makes 
up the Cunninghame North 
Scottish Parliament seat.

There will now be a 12-
week consultation procedure 
on the proposals where the 
public can submit their views 

are made at a date prior to 1 
October 2013. These recom-
mendations will then have to 
be approved by Parliament.

Halloween horror at Brodick Castle
place to spend your Hallow-
een night out than at a haunt-
ed castle? 

The National Trust for Scot-
land’s Halloween Horror 
event on Saturday 29 October 
offers you the opportunity to 
do just that!

Brodick Castle is steeped in 
history, parts of it dating back 
as far as the dark ages. Hun-
dreds of people have lived 
and died inside those ancient 
walls and for some; their for-
tunes were very ill fated in-
deed.

On this autumnal night, folk 
tell stories of those who suf-
fered and whose lives ended 
tragically. 

These unlucky souls are 

corridor of the castle to this 
day...but it’s not just an old 
wives tale! 

The castle receives regu-
lar visits from paranormal 
groups, always resulting in 
reports of ghostly presences, 
with photographs of inexpli-
cable orbs to prove it.

Halloween is said to be the 

time of year when the bound-
aries between the world of the 
living and the dead become 
blurred.

If you dare to venture out to 
the castle on this late Octo-

your hosts are strangely ash-

en-faced and somehow make 
you feel slightly uneasy.

And who knows what you 
might encounter as they 
guide you around the dimly-

including to some of the very 
oldest, darkest parts of the 
grand building. 

How strange, the awfully 
old-fashioned seeming lady 
and gentleman know so much 
about those days long gone 
by; it almost feels as if they 
were there themselves.

The chilling adventure 
won’t end there. 

If you’re brave enough to 
explore the castle after night-
fall, will you also dare to take 
a wander around the gloomy 
grounds?

More bloodcurdling sur-
prises will wait along the 
way, and spooky stories will 
be told by the warm glow of 
candlelight.

To help you recover from 
all the ghastly ghosts, creepy 
creatures and terrifying tales, 

to huddle around with a hot 
drink and marshmallows. 
Younger (and maybe some 
of the older?) visitors will be 
glad to hear that there’ll also 
be the chance to make a pro-
tective charm in the safe shel-
ter of a marquee.

If you’re prepared to be 
frightened, wrap up warm, 
don your scariest costume 
and celebrate Halloween in 
style this year. 

All ages are welcome, al-
though the littlest ones might 

The ghosts…sorry, I mean 
staff at Brodick Castle very 
much look forward to your 
visit, and wish you a haunt-
ing old time!

For further details please see 
the advert on this page. 

The Conker 
Cup

Sunday 30th October
Kilmory Hall

2.30pm
Bring your 
own nuts!

YOGA CLASS
With Debra Adam
From 24th October 

for 6 weeks
High School, 6pm

Whiting Bay 
Bowling Club

Dinner & 
Prize Giving
Eden Lodge Hotel

16th Nov 7pm for 7.30pm
Anyone wishing to attend

Tel 700358 or 700207

HALLOWEEN HORROR
AT BRODICK CASTLE

Saturday 29  October 7 – 9pm
Unique chance to experience the DARK 

side of Brodick Castle – if you dare!
Adult £5, child £2.50

Booking not required, meet at Castle Reception Centre. 

Bring a torch! 
Please phone 01770 302202 if you’re bringing 

a group of more than 5 people.
Sorry, no unaccompanied under 18yr-olds.

THE CURTAIN HOUSE
LAMLASH

Closed Monday 24th Oct until  Friday 28th Oct
Open Saturday 29th October
Closed  Monday 31st Oct until 

Wednesday 2nd November
Re Open: Thursday 3rd November
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It sounds as though Arran 
potatoes may respond to the 
sound of music.

Pupils at Oakhill College 
near Whalley in Lancashire 
have just harvested their 

potatoes, the variety bred by 
Lamlash greengrocer and 
potato breeder Donald McK-

This gardening project 
came about after raised soil 
beds were installed outside 
the music block at the col-
lege.

The beds were planted up 

potatoes was lifted last week.
A college spokesman said: 

‘Maybe it was the music 
from the nearby classrooms 
that helped, because not only 
have the potatoes cropped 
very well, but they also 
tasted delicious. 

‘We all know that potatoes 
have eyes, but it seems they 
have an ear for music too.’  

North Ayrshire Council’s 
community planning part-
ners have thrown their weight 
behind the local authority’s 
forthcoming Straight Talking 
sessions.

Organisations such as 
Strathclyde Police, NHS Ayr-
shire and Arran and Irvine 

have lent their support to the 
public engagement events and 
will take part in wide-ranging 
discussions set to take place 
next month. 

They will be joined by rep-
resentatives from Strathclyde 

Scotland Criminal Justice 
Authority, The Ayrshire Com-
munity Trust and Cunning-
hame Housing Association 

-
lash Friday Club will be held 

Lucy Cartledge will pro-
vide the musical entertain-
ment.

All welcome. 

Local Conservative Association members gathered in Ardros-
-

-

David Mundell who is currently Scotland’s only Conservative 
MP.  

Accompanied by Pat McPhee, Conservative Group Council 
Leader and Provost of North Ayrshire and a large number of 
supporters, David signed a commemorative scroll to mark the 
occasion.

Arran potatoes 
respond to the 
sound of music

Lamlash
Friday Club

Planning partners
support Council’s 
Straight Talking

at the face-to-face Straight 
Talking sessions on Monday, 

observers at the sessions and 
will provide valuable input 
during a series of workshops 
where members of the public 
will discuss issues facing the 
Council.

Following the success of 

sessions held last year, the 
Council is hosting two face-
to-face sessions at Ardrossan 
Civic Centre followed by a 
series of innovative live on-

of sessions included a public 

in October last year attended 
-

Last week, letters were sent 
to representatives from com-
munity groups mandated to 
act on behalf of their commu-
nities, inviting them to take 
part in the Straight Talking 
events.

North Ayrshire Council’s 
-

ray, said: ‘In light of the cur-
rent climate, it is vital that we 
work hand in hand with part-
ners in the public, private and 
voluntary sectors.

‘I am delighted that rep-
resentatives from various 
partner organisations will be 
attending this year’s Straight 
Talking sessions. Input from 
these external partners will 
help to widen out the discus-

sion and generate more ideas 
for how we can provide high 
quality services to the peo-
ple of North Ayrshire despite 
limited resources.’

This year, feedback will 
again be collated into an in-
dependent report which will 
help inform the Council’s 
three-year budget planning 
process.

During the forthcoming 
Straight Talking sessions, 
representatives will be asked 
for feedback and ideas on the 
Council’s four core priorities 
- regenerating communities 
and increasing employment; 
protecting vulnerable people; 

and effectively; and improv-
ing educational attainment.

Arran members of the Conservative and Unionist Association travelled to Ardrossan for the office’s official 
opening. 

During his remarks, David Mundell said that he was encour-
aged by the amount of interest being shown in the Conserva-
tives with the contest for a new Leader of the Scottish Party. 

He said that North Ayrshire and Arran Conservatives could 
look forward to growing as people came to see that Conserva-
tive economic policies were right for the country to sort out 
the economic mess left by the last government.

He wished Conservative local government candidates well 
in next year’s election with a larger number returned to North 
Ayrshire Council.

David was thanked for his remarks by Constituency Chair-

‘In the light of the current climate it is vital we work hand in hand’

Holiday
home owners 
urged to
protect pipes
The owners of holiday homes 
and vacant properties in Ar-
ran are being encouraged 
by Scottish Water to ensure 
their properties are protect-
ed and prepared for winter.
Scottish Water is also ask-
ing customers who are sim-
ply heading off on holiday 
during the winter months, 
to follow Scottish Water’s 
winter code and protect 
their pipes and be prepared.
Holiday homes are par-
ticularly vulnerable to dam-
age caused by burst pipes 
as they often lie empty 
over the winter months.
Scottish Water, supported by 
VisitScotland, is encouraging 
holiday home owners to be 
prepared and ensure they take 
steps to heat, insulate and 
protect their property while 
it is not being used to help 
reduce the risk of burst pipes 
and water damage.

Colin Houston of VisitScot-
land said: ‘It is important that 
the holiday home industry in 
Scotland prepares the best it 
can against severe weather 
conditions. Whilst letting 
seasons are extending, there 
are times when a property is 
vacant.

‘In many cases, a burst isn’t 
noticed until neighboring 
properties begin to lose sup-
ply.’
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Santa set to 
sparkle in 
Lamlash

The Fieldfare is a large grey headed thrush and is a regular winter visitor to 
Arran. b42bir01NO

As part of the 150th anniver-
sary of the Oban Times we 
have been looking back at 
Arran news reports from as 
far back as 1861

Death of a well-known
Arran native – June 1929

The death is announced of
Mr Peter Donald Hendrey,
of Messrs P D Hendrey &
Sons, Shipowners, Glas-
gow, which occurred at 5
Kingsborough Gardens (the
residence of his son). Mr
Hendrey, who was in his
71st year, was a native of
Arran and was well known
in shipping circles in Glas-
gow, having been a director
of the Glasgow Steamship
Association and a member
of the local Maritime Board,
of the Shipping Federation
and of the Committee of
the British Corporation for
the Survey and Registry of
Shipping.

Arran news from the archives
of The Oban Times

For a number of years he
was a Director of the North
of England Protecting and
Indemnity Association.

A past President of the
Arran Society in Glasgow,
he also served as Deacon
of the Incorporation of
Gardeners. Mr Hendrey
was an enthusiastic golfer
and had been captain of the
Irvine Club, Bogside and
also of the Islay Golf Club,
Machrie

Dr Norman Maclean in 
Arran - September 1927  
The Moderator of the Church
of Scotland, the Right Rev
Dr Norman MacLean, com-
pleted his visitation of the
Presbytery of Kintyre by
holding services in all the
parishes in the Island of Ar-
ran.

At these services the mem-
bers of the different church-
es united in welcoming the

Moderator. The visitation
ended in the Parish Church
of Kilmory, where a service
was held, over which Rev
N Macleod Wright presided
and which was attended by
two United Free Church
ministers and many Free
Church people. At all the
services the Moderator ex-
plained the stage at which
the Union negotiations have
arrived and everywhere he
was assured that the people
will become the Union.

At a largely attended meet-
ing in Brodick, the Modera-
tor for his address, said that
the whole country was look-
ing forward to the consum-
mation of Church Union as
the dawn of a new era in
Scotland.

The Christmas market and
weekend extravaganza
planned for Lamlash is gain-
ing momentum.

Seven live music acts have

perform on both the Saturday
and Sunday. Marquees have
been booked and a stage
should be on the front green
with music throughout the
weekend.

Among the performers will
be Fish ‘n’ Ships, Robyn and
Amie, Arran Brass, the Jazz
Café Band, Cordon Bleu,
The Ramblin’ Boys and Ar-
ran Brew.

The event, being billed by
VisitArran as ‘Santa Spar-
kles on the Seashore’, will
take place on Saturday and
Sunday 26 and 27 November
with a highlight being the

in the grounds of Glenisle
Hotel.

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/arranbanner

Fieldfare is a member of
the thrush family. Its Eng-
lish name, dating back to at
least the eleventh century, is
obscure, though it seems to
derive from an Anglo Sax-
on word feldefare meaning

probably from their constant-
ly moving, foraging habits.

This large grey headed
thrush is a regular winter vis-

this autumn was on 25 Sep-
tember.

The previous winter, birds
were reported from 12 Octo-
ber 2010 to 13 March 2011
and the winter before, the
dates were from 11 October
2009 to 4 April 2010. Look
out for Fieldfare this winter.

In winter and on passage,

Fieldfare - 
a large grey 
headed thrush

Bird Notes by Jim Cassels

with Redwings and other

foraging for invertebrates
In addition berry bearing

bushes such as hawthorns
and rowan are particularly
favoured in autumn and early
winter until stripped.

 Variable
The numbers that remain

on Arran over the winter are

by availability of food and
severity of weather, moving
further south if the berry crop
has failed.

Fieldfares breed in wood-
land, parks and scrub in
northern Europe, Scandina-
via, the former Soviet Union
and the Baltic States.

In central Europe the breed-

ing range has extended to
Holland, Belgium, Germa-
ny, Switzerland and France.  
Unusually for a thrush, they
often nest in small colonies,
possibly for protection from
large crows.

In Great Britain and Ireland
it is a very rare breeder, but it
winters in huge numbers here
often with Redwing.

One momentous movement
occurred in Shetland between
20 and 28 October 1987 when
an estimated one million birds
came through.

match this, groups in the hun-
dreds are not uncommon dur-
ing the winter and during the
autumn and spring migration.   

Enjoy your birding.
Please send any bird notes

with ‘what, when, where’ to
me at Kilpatrick Kennels,
Kilpatrick, Blackwaterfoot,
KA27 8EY, or e mail me at
james.cassels@virgin.net . I
look forward to hearing from
you. For more information
on birding on Arran purchase
the “Arran Bird Report 2010”
and visit this website www.
arranbirding.co.uk
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Last week Archie was 
sitting on the grass 
verge on the new 
bridge halfway over 
the Ross Road. It used 
to be known as the 
Iron Bridge until it was 
massively upgraded. 
Bobby Kingstree of 

contact us with the 
correct answer. This 
week Archie is looking 
a bit apprehensive on a 
bridge crossing a raging 
torrent after all the rain 
we had last week. But 
where is that footbridge?       
02_b42arc01

Archie?Where’s

If you think you know then post your answer on the website www.arranbanner.co.uk 
Or email us at: editor@arranbanner.co.uk

The Pillar Box
Sponsored by

The Pillar Box
Pet Food Suppliers, 

Fair Trade Gifts and Crafts
Shore Road, Whiting Bay
Tel: 01770 700205

The Arran Banner 20 years ago
Saturday, October 26, 1991

Joe Rae an Nigel Marshall of Brodick Golf Club enjoyed 
a memorable two days at St Andrews last week when 
they finished eighth in the International Final of the 
Grouse Shotgun Foursomes over the Old Course. 
b42twe03

Bank hold up
‘Do not close our bank’ is the 
cry from Whiting Bay this 
week.

-
al Bank three weeks ago there 
has been a hold up getting it 
back to business and there are 
growing anxieties that it will 
not re-open.

A petition has been started 
and already 250 people have 
signed it.

Ready for ‘92
Arran’s farmers are ready 

for 1992.
Or at least three are with a 

Work began this week on the final phase of coastal repairs following January’s 
storms. b42twe01

Never before seen on Arran, two traffic cops appeared this week armed with a speed 
gun. b42twe02

consignment of 198 ‘Euro 
lambs’ leaving the island di-
rect for a Dumfries slaughter-
house and then on to Spain.

Another batch of lambs 
leaves next week and with 
the farmers just getting prices 

per kilo, they are more than 
pleased.

Changing numbers
When we said early this year 
that the island’s telephone 
numbers would be changing 
we said it would start with 
Lamlash in January 1992.

But they are ahead of sched-
ule and Lamlash telephone 

subscribers will now move to 
six digit numbers on Novem-

Every Lamlash number will 
now have a 600 in front of it 
and from outside the island 

-

New library
A planning notice has ap-
peared this week for the new, 
long awaited, library behind 
Brodick Village Hall.

A low key but persistent 
demand for over a decade, a 
new library has been on the 
cards for some years but it 
is only now been included in 
the CDC budget.

While it is a project that 
should meet with no objec-
tions some recent approvals 
given for unadvertised sites 
has underlined the need for 

Soldier escapes 
unharmed

A soldier escaped unhurt af-
ter falling down a ravine on 
Dougarie Estate last Sunday.

He was one of a group tak-
ing part in a short course for 
NCOs and carrying out exer-
cises on the island.

Perisher course 
postponed

MP Brian Wilson is to ask 
the Ministry of Defence to 
either cancel or postpone the 
next ‘Perisher’ course for 
submarine commanders. 

It is due to begin on No-
vember 22, which is almost 

sinking of the Antares of San-
nox, causing the death of four 
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‘The Banner on Holiday’ feature continues to be one of the 
most popular parts of Arran’s weekly newspaper.

Started almost three years ago now; we continue to be over-
whelmed by the number of fantastic photographs of our read-
ers that have come through the doors.

Arran residents and holidaymakers are making sure that 
they pack their copy of the Banner to keep up with local is-
sues when they go on holiday. 

Last summer three brothers from Brodick took their Arran 
Banner on an epic tour of Europe.

Lewis, Duncan and Grant Coyne and their mum and dad, 

Legoland in Windsor, London, Holland, Paris, the Jura and 

The Banner went all the way with them in a rucksack and 
attached here are the pictures outside the Arran Hotel in Lon-

-
nean.

Don’t forget to pack your copy of the Banner if you are go-
ing on holiday. 

It could be from Basildon or Bali, it really doesn’t matter; 
we would love to see your photographs. When space permits 

Please send them to us either by email to editor@arranban-
ner.co.uk or to The Arran Banner, Douglas Centre, Brodick 
KA27 8AJ.

Shiskine WRI 
On Wednesday 5 October at 
the Public Hall, the Shiskine 

of the new season. 
The president, Jerry Arthur, 

welcomed everyone to the 
meeting and especially to 
new members, which was 
great to see. 

Due to unforeseen circum-
stances our guest speaker 
was unable to attend the 
evening.

But despite this the group 
still had an enjoyable meet-

display of the 2011 Show 
Entries and congratulating 
the winners and then enjoy-
ing a game of dictionary - 

The competition of three 
chocolate éclairs was won 
by Evelyn Hamilton and 

second was Elizabeth Kelso.

Holiday Souvenir was won 

second was Carole Stewart 

The next meeting is on 
Wednesday 2 November.

Whiting Bay WRI
The meetings for the current 
session are now well under-
way.

In September we had a 
social evening with a short 
business meeting and fun 
challenge.

Hostess for the evening was 

As no syllabus had been 
distributed until then there 
was no competition but in-
stead was a beautiful display 
of craft items from the Au-

gust Show.
The speaker for October 

was Liz Smith of Whiting 
Bay who gave an insight into 
the craft of home spinning.

She brought along a won-
derful array of articles knitted 
from wool that she had spun 
herself.

Liz’s enthusiasm for her 
hobby and her ability to pass 
on her knowledge while 
calmly seated at her wheel 
impressed all the members. 
Thank you Liz. 

Bruce and the winner of ‘Au-
tumn in a small container’ 

The committee are remind-
ed that there will be a meet-
ing at 7pm on Wednesday 26 
October.

Our next full meeting is at 
Arran Aromatics at 6.30pm 

on Wednesday 2 November.
Please come and join us. 

Lamlash WRI 

new season took place on 
Wednesday 5 October.
All 27 members received a 
most interesting talk from Jo 
Totty about the National Trust 
for Scotland Ranger Service 
at Brodick Castle. 

Jo was warmly thanked by 
Vivienne Haigh on behalf of 
all members. 

The competition was won 
-

hibit by Rosemary Walker.
The next meeting will take 

place on Wednesday 2 No-
vember when Dave Wedge
will talk and demon-
strate digital photography.
We hope to see a good turnout 
of all members and friends.

- on holiday . . .

ROUND THE RURALS
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DRIVE TIMES

PUBLIC NOTICES
in association with Isle of Arran Brewery

Whats on
www.arranbrewery.com Tel: 01770 302353

EVERYDAY
Arran Brewery                                          Open Mon - Sat 10.30am-4.30pm ,Sun 12.30pm - 4.30pm
Arran Brewery Tour 2pm
Trout Fly Fishing Loch Garbad, Boat or Bank
Brodick Castle, Gardens  open daily                                                                           9am - dusk
Arran Heritage Museum  Rosaburn Brodick, 10.30am - 4.30pm

SATURDAY 22nd OCTOBER
Karate                Auchrannie Games Hall, 11.30am - 12.30pm
Family Games                            Auchrannie Games Hall 3pm - 4pm
Fun In The Pool                                 Auchrannie Spa Pool 4pm - 5pm
Over 21’s Disco                                                          The Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Arran Dancers (4 years and up)    Arran High School, 10am
Teddy Bears Picnic The Playbarn, Auchrannie, 2pm - 3pm
Kids Family Quiz The Playbarn, Auchrannie, 5pm - 6pm
Motocross   East Bennan, 1pm
The Heller Ensemble (Piano Trio) Community Theatre, High School, 7.30pm

SUNDAY 23rd OCTOBER
Alcoholics Anonymous Church Hall, Brodick, 4.30pm
Live Music Folk / Rock / Blues   Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Family Games                                                                       Auchrannie Games Hall 3pm - 4pm
Fun In The Pool   4pm to 5pm Auchrannie Spa Pool
Teddy Bears Picnic The Playbarn, Auchrannie, 2pm - 3pm
Open Mic Session Eden Lodge, Whiting Bay, 2pm - 5pm
Psychic Night Lamlash Bay Hotel, 9pm

MONDAY 24th OCTOBER
Over 50’s Badminton Lochranza Village Hall 2pm - 4pm
Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Weight Wise Hospital Bungalow, 5pm - 5.30pm
Ladies Netball   High School Sports Hall  - Seniors 7.30pm - 9pm
Citizens Advice                                                               Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick,10am - 2pm
BreathWalk Class Kinneil, Lamlash 5.15pm
Table Tennis                                                                                                     Corrie Hall, 6.30pm
Hatha Yoga Arran High School, 6pm - 7.30pm
Lamlash Bridge Lamlash Golf Clubhouse, 7pm
Activity Time The Playbarn, Auchrannie 1pm - 2pm (toddlers) 5pm - 6pm (school kids)
Come Dance with Me  - LeRoc Modern Jive Whiting Bay Hall, 7.30pm
Scottish Country Dancing for Beginners and Improvers Corrie Hall, 2pm - 4pm
Quiz Eden Lodge, Whiting Bay, 9pm - 11pm
Sannox Cricket Club AGM Douglas Hotel Snug Bar, 7.30pm
Yoga High School, 6pm

TUESDAY 25th OCTOBER
Lochranza Swimming Club Kinloch 11am - 12pm 
Army Cadets Auchrannie Road, 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Pop Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Alcoholics Anonymous                                                                Brodick Church Hall -  2pm
Citizens Advice                                                         Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick,10am - 2pm
Youth Club                                                                                          Kildonan Hall - 6.30pm
Rotary Club Glencloy Suite, Auchrannie 7.15pm
Junior Hockey Club                                                                 Ormidale Pavillion, 6pm-7pm
Melody Movement. Ballet Class - 2½ yrs up Auchrannie Dance Studio, 1.30pm
Dudes & Divas Funky Dance Class - 2½ yrs up Auchrannie Dance Studio, 2pm
Youth Club                                                                                  Brodick Hall, 6.30pm - 8pm
Scottish Country Dancing Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm
Chalk and Cheese Eden Lodge, Whiting Bay, 9pm -11pm
Community Coucil Meeting Ormidale Pavilion, 7.30pm

WEDNESDAY 26th OCTOBER
Hockey Auchrannie Hall, 7pm - 8pm Games Hall
Tae Kwondo KA Leisure, Kids 6.30 - 7.30pm. Adults 7.30 - 8.30pm 
Alcoholics Anonymous                                                Lamlash Church Hall -  7.30pm- 9pm
Arran Brass Rehearsal Whiting Bay Hall 7.15pm
Selt Making Class
Senior Badminton High School Games Hall, 8pm - 9pm
Museum, Archives & Geneology Service             10.30am - 12.30pm and 1.30pm - 3.30pm
Yogalates  9.30am to 10.30am Auchrannie Studio
Live Coutry Music Ormidale Hotel, 9pm

Auchrannie Hotel Pool, 9.45am - 10.30am
Musical Mayhem Class Parents & Little Ones             Auchrannie Dance Studio, 10.45am
Kids Games The Playbarn, Auchrannie, 5pm - 6pm
Old Films of Arran Corrie Hall, 7.30pm

THURSDAY 27th OCTOBER
General Knowledge Quiz  Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Lochranza Craft Club    Hall, 2pm                     
Coffee Morning St Molios Church 10.30am - 12pm
Youth Club Youth Cabin, Lamlash 7-9pm
General Knowledge Quiz Kinloch Bar, 9pm
Zumba Fitness Class Whiting Bay Hall, 8pm - 9pm
Brodick Embroidery Club Brodick Library, 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Brodick Bridge Club Brodick Golf Club, 7pm
The Wee Blether    Whiting Bay Hall, 11.45am - 1.30pm
Arran Hospice AGM Ormidale Pavilion, 5pm
Arran Garden Club “Growing Delphiniums”. Ranger Centre, 7.30pm

FRIDAY 28th OCTOBER
Quiz Whiting Bay Golf Club, 9pm
Aq                                                                Auchrannie Hotel Pool, 9.45am to 10.30am
Yogalates                                                                                Auchrannie Studio 10am - 11am
Rock Disco                                                   The Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Arran Youth Foundations                                                  Church Hall, Brodick, 7pm - 9pm
Kids Party Games The Playbarn, Auchrannie, 5 - 6pm
Senior Badminton                                                                      Auchrannie Sports Hall, 2pm
Arran Ceilidh Group   Corrie Hall. 8pm - 10pm
Coffee Morning Corrie & Sannox Hall, From 10.30am
Isle of Arran Pipe Band AGM  Brodick Hall, 7.30pm
First Responders Meeting Kilmory Hall, 8pm

SATURDAY 29th OCTOBER
Soup/Sandwich Lunch for Dr Graham’s Homes  Brodick Church Hall, 12pm - 2pm
Bingo Night Whiting Bay Golf Club, 7pm

To appear in What’s On telephone the Arran Banner 01770 302142
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PUBLIC NOTICES

RECRUITMENT

CARE REQUIRED
Are you able to provide 

personal/social/domestic
care for mature

lady with learning difficulties?  
Please contact Helen/Jennifer for details 

– 01770600242 / 252

PROPERTYDRIVE TIMES

BAGGED MANURE. Oakbank, 
Lamlash Donation to Arran RDA 
Tel 600752

FREE TO UPLIFT

PRIVATE CLASSIFIED

TALL upright Freezer, white 
with 5 drawers. £25 Tel 07792 
875739

WHITE GOODS

GENTS TOURING bike 23½” 
frame with rear luggage rack. Hand 
made frame. Little used, vgc Cost 
£700 new £100 Tel 810249
GENTS DAWES Galaxy touring 
bike. 23½” frame Top of the range 
in 1980s but needs refurbishment. 
£25 Tel 810249

BICYCLES

HIGH END ARCAM Alpha 5 

Denon TU-260 tuner works but 
needs attention included free. 

Tel 810249
HEAVY DUTY speaker cables 
5m approx £10 Tel 810249
BUSH CD/DVD Player. Little 
used £30 Tel 810249
SAMSUNG VCR player £30 Tel 
810249

AUDIO/VISUAL

SYLVANIAN FAMILIES Squir-
rel family, good con £5 Cat family 
£5 good con. Baby windmill vgc 
£20 4 poster bedroom set with 
2 cats and baby, good con £8. 
Camping set with girl, cat and 
horse, good con £5. Nursery set 
with babies, good con £8. Bath-
room set good con £4. Horse and 
cart set, good con £5 Tel 810608
PLAYMOBILE horse showering 
set with man £8 Tel 810608

TOYS

RABBIT HUTCH in good condi-
tion. Tel 810608

-
lar 8 - 10ft Tel 850294

WANTED

2 X DOUBLE glazed windows 
UPVC. Rosewood/ white, top 
opener 1195mm x 895mm and 
1045mm x 760mm. 18 months 
old,as new £60 each Tel 700325
DOUBLE GLAZED  door UPVC. 
Rosewood/white 1920mm x 
850mm As new £100 Tel 700325

DOUBLE GLAZING

ELECTRICITY ACT 1989 SECTION 36

Notice is given that a Hearing of key parties will be held in Cunninghame House 
at 10.30am on 24 October 2011 by North Ayrshire Council on the Consultation by 
the Scottish Government on the proposed multi fuel power station at Hunterston. 
Thereafter the Council will meet on Wednesday 9 November to determine their 
response to the Consultation. All representations received in respect of the 
Consultation will be considered within the Council’s response to the Consultation.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)

(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Applications listed below together with the plans and other documents may be 
examined at Corporate Services, Cunninghame House, Irvine*, between 9am - 4.45pm 
weekdays (4.30pm Fridays) or at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk
*and at The Council Offices, Lamlash
Written representations may be made to the Solicitor to the Council (Corporate 
Services) at the above address or emailed to eplanning@north-ayrshire.gov.uk 
by 09.11.11. Any representations received will be open to public view.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND)REGULATIONS 

2008 REGULATION 20(1)
Format: Application No; Address; Proposed Development
11/00683/MSC; Site to North of Honeysuckle Cottage, Smithy Brae; Erection of 
detached dwelling house.
11/00666/PP; Plot 7 Kiscadale, Whiting Bay, Brodick; Erection of pony field shelter 
including tack room.

Elma Murray
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE

A great job with a great newspaper
Yes there is a vacancy at the Arran Banner for a

Sales Receptionist and Sales Development
person to assist our customers and to develop sales 

throughout Arran.
If you have the sales and administrative potential to fill this 

exciting role, we’d like to hear from you.

The essential requirements for the job are a friendly, outgoing personality 
and a desire to learn and enhance your career and of course, a driving 

licence to go and meet our customers throughout Arran.

Based in Brodick the post will offer an excellent salary + 
commission + pension and the use of a pool car.

We look forward to hearing from you – 
please email: 

personnel@obantimes.co.uk

£1095 o.n.o.

2000 X Reg
Tax  - Nov 2011, Mot 1 Year

107k miles but FSH
4 new tyres recently, Runs and drives great.

Ex con for age. Well looked after car.

Telephone: 
(Arran)

07776082752

VW BORA 
1.6S PETROL

£1295 o.n.o.

52 plate new shape
Tax’d and MOT

Diesel.
Good condition all round.

Telephone: 
07717216283

(Arran)

VAUXHALL 
VECTRA 2.0 DTI

To Let – Furnished
Detached Bungalow in Lochranza

3 bedrooms and 3 public rooms
Available from end of October 2011

For information please contact
01770 810699 or 01770 302752

Shiskine & Machrie 
Senior Citizens

Committee

AGM
Kinloch Hotel

Tues 8 Nov
8pm

All welcome

LOCHRANZA & 
CATACOL 

VILLAGE HALL

AGM
Tuesday November 1st

7.30pm
Lochranza & Catacol 

Village Hall
All Welcome

Experienced
Roughcaster Required

Isle of Arran
Tel: (01770) 600 242

LONG LET REQUIRED
in Whiting Bay

Full time working couple with 2 children.
Non smokers, no pets.

Deposit and references available.

Tel 700412 or 07512425406

www.facebook.com/arranbanner

Follow us on 
facebook

BABYHARRISHAWKS for sale, 
parent reared. Tel 07860810388

BIRDS



          CHURCH NOTICES

  ARRAN FREE CHURCH
OF SCOTLAND

Sunday 23 October
Shiskine, 11am

Sunday School in the Church Hall
(Church is between Machrie & 

Blackwaterfoot)
Brodick 7pm

Peter Morrison 
All welcome

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

(in full communion with
 the Church of England)

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay.
Sunday 23 October

Harvest Festival. 
Holy Communion, 11am. 

Revd Paul Fletcher. 
Parish lunch after service. 
Wednesday, 26th October: 

Holy Communion, 12.15 pm.
ALL WELCOME

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
(SCO15072)

Kilmory linked with Lamlash
“A faith to proclaim ~ a 

fellowship to share”
Sunday 23 October

Rev. Gillean Maclean
Kilmory10am

Lamlash 11.30am
In both churches

All welcome, including 
families; children’s area.
Monday 24th October: 

Illustrated missionary meeting
Church Hall 2pm

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF
SCOTLAND (continuing)

 Sunday 23 October
Morning Service  11am

Trust Housing Lounge,Glen 
Estate,Brodick

Evening Service    7pm
13 Glen Avenue,Brodick

Prayer Meeting
Wednesday 12th 7pm

All welcome

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
North Arran: Brodick, 

Corrie, Lochranza, 
Pirnmill and Shiskine.

Independent but 
working together.

Minister
Rev Angus Adamson. 

Parish Asst 
Mrs Jean Hunter. 

Worship will be conducted in 
the above churches 

at the following times. to which 
all are invited - Families, young 

people and children welcome
Sunday 23 October

Brodick Church,10.30am
 Corrie Church,12pm
  Lochranza, 9.30am
 Pirnmill, 10.45am

 Shiskine Church, 12pm.
A service of worship will also 
be held in Montrose House at 

1.30pm.

MEMORIAMS
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PERSONALS

DECORATORS

Stevie’s Decor
Painting and 
Decorating

Interior and Exterior
Free Estimates

Tel: Stevie Newall 
01770 600168

Mobile 07901592922

TRADE CLASSIFIED
PRINTERS

LOGS

CLERICAL SERVICES

BIRTHS

WOOD FUELS

Whiting Bay Golf Club 
Ladies: Sunday 16 October, 
Eric Woods Ladies Memori-
al Stableford. The sun shone 

pleasure that was! 1 Susan 
Butchard 36 pts, 2 Gege 
Kroner 30 pts. Many thanks 
to Lesley Wood for the love-
ly prizes.

Gents: Sunday 16 October, 
13 played for the Hamilton 
Salver in pleasant conditions. 
Scoring was tricky with the 
CSS rising one to 64. 1 Dav-
id Morrison (10)64, 2 John 
Dick (12)65, 3 John Taylor 
(17)67 BIH. 

There were mag-
ic twos from David Morrison 
and David Brookens (despite
the head falling off his putter 
earlier in the round!) and 
David Morrison also won 
scratch with 74.

Fixtures: Sunday 23 
October, Taylor Trophy, 
a Greensome competition. 
One draw only for partners 
at the slightly earlier time 
of 10am.

Sunday 30 October, Gents 
Medal - usual draws.

Lochranza Golf Course 
At a function in Stags Pavil-
ion on Sunday a gathering of 
members was welcomed by 
Kathy and Nigel and heard a 
review of the past activities 
on the golf course and plans 
for further improvements to 
be undertaken for next sea-
son.

Afternoon tea, which con-
sisted of wonderful cup 
cakes and biscuits produced 
by Val and Rino was enjoyed 
by all.

The winner of the Green-
some Competition that took 
place during the summer 
months was Archie Cum-
ming who was presented 
with a handsome prize. 

The top ten scores were as 
follows: 1 Archie Cumming 
127, 2= Maureen Cumming

And Betty Buchanan 98, 
4= Alastair Innes and John 
Hartley 89, 6 Alan Mitchell 
79,

7 Tony Baboolal 72, 8 Ben 
Innes 65, 9 David Gibson 61, 
10 Douglas Coulter 51. 

Shiskine Golf Club 
Ladies Arran Challenge, 
2011 results, 216 played. 
Scratch Gillian Pollock, Skel-
morlie Golf Club 50+48=98. 
First class (0-12): 1 G Pol-
lock, Skelmorlie 43+41=84, 
2 C Howden, Torwood Lee 
44+41=85 BIH, 3 J Wallace, 
Welbeck 38+47=85. 

Second class (13-24): 1 MJ 
Tod, Shiskine 48+41=89, 
2 Elspeth Inch, Strathaven 

47+44=91, 3 L Murray, brod-
ick 45+47=92. Congratula-
tions to Gillian Pollock the 
overall winner! 

Sunday 16 October, 18 Hole 
Medal, 15 played. First class: 
1 B Sherwood 79-8=71, 2 G 
Hay 72-0=72, 3 D Pilking-
ton  86-10=76.  Second class: 
1 D Robertson  77-15=62, 2 
B Green 93-22=71, 3 P Bry-
celand  91-17=74. Duncan 
Robertson wins with a nett 
62. Best Scratch was G Hay 
72.

Fixtures: Friday 21 Octo-
ber, Gents Arran Challenge 
starts. Sunday 23 October, 12 
Hole Medal.

Brodick Golf Club
Sunday 16 October, Winter 
Cup, 20 played. 1 R McCrae 
39pts, 2 B Jenkins 38pts, 3 L 
Keir 37pts bih from J McK-
ean.

There were 10 twos, Bruce 
Jenkins got three, Bobby Mc-
Crae got two, Bert McGun-
nigle, Gordon Hendry, Terry 
Raeside and Lindsay Keir got 
the rest.

Fixtures: Sunday 23 Oc-
tober, 1st round of Clochen-
dichter. Sunday 30 October, 
Sweep.

Corrie Golf Club

played, sweep 1 Euan McKin-
non 61+2=63, 2 Peter McKin-
non 93-23=70. Best scratch E 
McKinnon 61+2=63. Magic 
twos, E McKinnon at 5th, B 
Rooney at 17th.

Monday 17 October, no 
game due to weather.

Fixtures: Saturday 22 Octo-
ber Medal sweep, white tees, 
non-counting. Times 8.30am, 
1pm and 1.45pm; please note 
1pm.

Saturday 29 October Joe 
McKenzie Memorial, one 
time only, 12.45pm for 1pm 
start. Shotgun start.

Lamlash Golf Club 
Thursday13 October, front 
nine competition, nine 
played. 1 Dougie MacFarlane 
32-1=31, 2 Mark Wren 37-
5=32, Twos Graeme Andrew 
at 5th.
 Sunday 15 Glenburn Cup, 
12 played. 1 Lee Girbow 
63-4=59, 2 Raymond Burke 
76-12=64, 3 James Conlan 
73-7=66. Scratch Lee Gir-
bow 63. Twos Lee Girbow at 
14th & 16th, James Conlan at 
16th.

Fixtures: Sunday 23 Octo-
ber, Winter Stableford 9.30am 
and 1pm. Thursday 27 Octo-
ber, Back Nine Competition, 
make up own groups.

Machrie Bay Golf Club 
Tuesday 11 October, Winter 
Cup played from the yellow 
boxes. 1 Brian Sherwood 69
BIH, 2 Campbell Laing 69,
3 John Pennycott 70 BIH. 
Scratch Brian Sherwood  77. 
Fixtures: Tuesday  25 Oc-
tober, Winter Cup, tee-off 
12noon.

Hardwood Logs
For Sale

£45 per load
including delivery
Tel 07999699612

FREELANCE 
ADMINISTRATION & 
CLERICAL SERVICES

Need help in 
getting your 
office work 
organised
ring Jackie 
on 601391 
or Email 

Jackieonarran@btinternet.com

Holy Hubcaps!

WHITING BAY AND
KILDONAN CHURCH OF 

SCOTLAND
(SC014005)

Sunday 23 October
Worship will be led by the 

minister, Rev Elizabeth Watson 
at 10.30am. All welcome. Tea 

and coffee will be served in the 
transept after the service.

HOLY CROSS
 CATHOLIC CHURCH

Vigil Mass 7.30pm
Morning Masses 
9.30am and 11am

ARRAN BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday 23 October
Ormidale Pavilion

Brodick
11am – Morning Worship
Tea/Coffee after service

Home Fellowship Group meets
on Wednesdays at 7.30 pm.

For details Tel 860232
Everyone very welcome

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS (QUAKERS)

Sunday 23 October
     No meeting

DAVIDSON
In memory of our treasured 
son Gordon who passed away 
on November 10, 2005.
Always in our thoughts.
Mum and Dad

.

FRAME
On 5th October 
to Damien and 
Emily Frame,
a daughter Elyza
Beatrix and second grand-
daughter for Iain and Maggie

CURTIS
Ewan and Elise (nee Sinclair) 
are delighted to announce the 
birth of their son, Finlay John 
Eric, on Friday 7th October , 
2011 at the Southern General 
Hospital.
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NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING

Recycled paper made 
up 75.5% of the 

raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004

Watch World Cup Rugby

-

-

Arran go top
of regional
rugby league 

Arran 37 Moffat 0

-

-

-

-

Man of the match was Lachlan Jones. 01_b42rug02 

Despite being brought to his knees, George de Mendonca helped Arran to an
impressive win. 01_b42rug01
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-
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-
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