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Arran’s broadband
provision ‘disgraceful’

Diamond
wedding joy

A chance meeting at the Isle of Ar-
ran Drama Club more than half a
century ago has led to 60 years of
happy marriage for a couple from
Brodick.

On Monday, Margaret and Jim
Alexander will celebrate their dia-
mond-wedding anniversary.

When asked for their secret to a
happy marriage, Margaret said:
‘I’m not sure. The years seem to
have flown by but we have just
always been very happy.’

Margaret, now aged 84, and 87-
year-old Jim will be joined by their
three children — Ron, Susan and
Claire —and eight grandchildren on
Monday night for a special celebra-
tion at their home in Brodick.

More than 60 years ago the young
amateur actress Margaret Sillars
appeared in a one-act play called
‘The Happy Journey’ by Thorn-
ton Wilder in the Arran Drama
Festival.

Starring alongside her was Jim
Alexander, a young man who had
recently moved to the island after
being discharged from the army.

A year later, the couple were mar-
ried in St Brides Church in Brodick
on October 19, 1949 by the Rever-
end Thomas Lithgow.

Margaret said: ‘We appeared in
just that one one-act play together
which won the drama festival here.’
Both young actors travelled to the
Lyric Theatre in Glasgow to star in
the production of the play at a na-
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Margaret and Jim Alexander of Brodick will celebrate ther

diamond wedding on Monday. 01_b42wed01

tional competition and it was while
here that Jim proposed.

It soon became apparent that Jim
had simply joined the group to get
to know Margaret, and he never
appeared in another play.

Margaret was born in Brodick and
has lived on Arran her whole life but
Jim and his brother Tom moved to
the island in 1947 and opened the
much-loved Alexander’s newsagent
in Brodick.

Politicians from Ayrshire and
Arran are jointly condemning
what they describe as the ‘dis-
graceful’ provision of broad-
band services throughout large
parts of the county.

Arran’s MP Katy Clark has
joined forces with MPs Brian
Donohoe (Central Ayrshire),
Des Browne (Kilmarnock and
Loudoun), Sandra Osborne (Ayr,
Carrick and Cumnock), and
MSPs Cathy Jamieson (Carrick,
Cumnock and Doon Valley)
and Irene Oldfather (Cunning-
hame South) to appeal to Ofcom
— the communications watchdog
—to ‘stop fussing about relatively
small problems in London and get
a handle on the real problems in
predominantly rural areas such
as Ayrshire’.

The politicians say it is time
the service providers were ‘held
to account’, so that they only
receive payment for the actual
service provided to their cus-
tomers.

Disgrace

Katy Clark said: ‘It’s a disgrace
that people on Arran are paying
for a service which their internet
provider is not delivering.

‘I understand that many of my
constituents are paying for 8Mbps
speeds and receiving less than
1Mbps, well below the national
average of 4.1Mbps. The speed
advertised and paid for should be
the speed delivered.’

The major exchanges of Brod-
ick, Lamlash, Whiting Bay and
Blackwaterfoot all provide good
connection speeds for nearby
households and businesses.

Report by JENNIFER LYON

But pockets of the island are still
struggling on with a slow dial-up
connection, increasingly isolated
from the online mainstream.

The exchanges at both Slid-
dery and Machrie cannot take
any further bandwidth without a
significant upgrade.

Bill Stewart of the Arran Com-
puter Shop is an internet service
provider based on the island.

‘At the moment everyone pays
for an ‘up to’ 8Mbps package but
here on Arran very few people
will ever get more than 4Mbps,’
he said.

Sense

‘It makes perfect sense that peo-
ple should only be paying for the
actual connection speed because
in essence what is happening is
people with better services are
paying less.’

With business communication
increasingly done via the internet,
there is a very real problem loom-
ing for some businesses based in
the island’s more remote areas.

Last year Katy conducted a
survey of the constituency and the
results on satisfaction in broad-
band coverage were shocking
— 10 per cent of respondents from
Arran said they had difficulty get-
ting broadband.

‘The survey asked a wide range
of questions and so there is no
reason to believe that the re-
sponses were simply from people
who had broadband problems,’
said Katy.

‘It is clear this is a real problem
and the regulator Ofgem has so
far not acted.’
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Lamlash, Isle of Arran
www.thomsonconstruction.co.uk
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Two charged with
CalMac store thefts

Two men are alleged to have
broken into the store at Brod-
ick Pier on Saturday night and
stolen a number of personal
effects belonging to CalMac
staff members including a
mobile phone and a wallet.

Police said that three men
had arrived on the 6pm ferry
from Ardrossan and after leav-
ing the ship at 7pm access was
somehow gained to the store
area of the pier building.

Odd

A 35-year-old Kilwinning
man and a 33-year-old man
from Belshill in Glasgow were
charged with theft after police
discovered them on Shore

Road behaving oddly later
that night. When the police
officers tried to calm the two
men a number of stolen goods
were found.

A third man, aged 33, from
Kilsyth was charged with
breach of the peace.

‘When we picked up the men
they were clearly under the
influence of alcohol,’ said Ser-
geant Bob MacKay. ‘After of-
ficers searched them, the items
that had been stolen from the
pier were discovered.

‘All three were kept in the
cells overnight and released
the next morning when they
were sober.’

Misery of Arran turns
into horror success

The celebrated crime writer
Edgar Allan Poe may have
been influenced by what has
been described as ‘a miserable
trip to Arran’.

The life and works of Poe,
who died 160 years ago, are
being celebrated with a ma-
cabre re-enactment of his fu-

neral at Westminster Church,
Baltimore.

Edgar Allan Poe was cred-
ited with inventing the genre
of horror stories which are
thought to have been inspired
by a traumatic two-month
visit to Ayrshire he made as
an orphaned child.

Poe was never able to forget
that stay in Scotland with his
foster father, a wealthy Scots
merchant. During the visit in
18135, the six-year-old boy was
‘forced to play in a graveyard,
was haunted by apparitions,
and endured a miserable trip
to Arran’.

The Arran effect may just
have been the inspiration for
such classics as The Pit and
the Pendulum or The Haunted
Palace.

Kids get
crafty at

Brodick
library

Five youngsters had a chance
to get their hands sticky on
Monday morning when they
took part in a special craft day
at Brodick library.

Charli McKillop, Isla Ag-
new, Mary Smythe and Tenzin
and Yeshe Gautier all took part
the event.

Organised by North Ayr-
shire Council’s Library Serv-
ices, two willing helpers came
over for the day to teach the
youngsters how to make some
unusual Halloween decora-
tions — a colourful pumpkin
lantern and a hanging ghost.
01 _b421ib01

ARRAN HAULAGE SERVICES LD

Home Farm, Brodick, Isle of Arran, KA27 8DD

Tel: 01770 302777

Fax: 01770 302500

Email: info@arranhaulage.co.uk

Daily mainland collections
and deliveries
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Roads survey for residents

Arran residents have just been
asked what they think about
the island’s roads.

They have received a four-
page document as a customer
survey questionnaire from
Ronnie Small, head of in-
frastructure and design serv-
ices, (roads) North Ayrshire
Council. The questionnaire
is accompanied by a pre-paid
envelope for replies.

An NAC spokesperson said:
‘The surveys were sent to a
random selection of 310 Arran
households which represents
10.7 percent of the houses on

the island.’

There are 15 questions, most
of which require a tick in the
appropriate box, and a space
for any other comments.

The topics covered range
from street lighting to flood
prevention, traffic manage-
ment and road maintenance.

One Brodick resident handed
her completed form to Com-
munity Councillor Ian Small
for his information.

He told the Banner: ‘Ques-
tion 9b says ‘The roads section
has pre-paid postcards for re-
porting faults. Have you used

FULTON

+
decorators

MIRAMAR, LAMLASH
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TEL/FAX 01770 600705 -
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+ All paintwork undertaken
+ Any job, large or small

+ Paper hanging

* Floor sanding & sealing

+ Phone Gavin Fulton for
a free estimate

BGG

isle of arran

BROOMBRAE GROUNDS
& GARDENS LTD isle of arran.

these in the past?’ to which the
lady answered: ‘I didn’t know
they existed’. Neither did 1.’

‘Question 9a asks if you
are aware of the freephone
reporting system. I called the
number on 0845 6030594 to
report a pothole and a lady
from the council asked me a
series of questions for three
minutes including a code
number and my date of birth.
I told her that I only wanted
to report a pothole. Let’s hope
they put these questionnaires
to some good use.’

Residents are asked to return
the completed forms by Mon-
day October 19.

First
parking
tickets
1ssued

Arran’s new traffic warden
William Welsh was back in
Brodick last Tuesday.

While the ferry was ap-
proaching at 1.30pm traffic
was moving freely in the pier
area as drivers made no at-
tempt to stop on the double
yellow lines outside the Cal
Mac office.

Mr Welsh said that his first
booking on Arran was a £30
fixed penalty ticket for a car
parked in the bus bay near the
Royal Bank of Scotland.

* Do you have
a story for
The Arran Banner?
Call our reporters on
01770-302142

NEW SEASON 4
NEW STOCK
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ARRAN’S SPECIALIST OUTDOOR SHOP

OCTOBER SALE

NOW ON

FOR LANDSCAPING & GROUND WORKS
See: www.broombrae.co.uk & the Arran Index
Phone: 01770 860435 Mob: 07522 860435
FAX: 01770 860434

E mail:bgg@broombrae.co.uk
BGG Ltd, Kilpatrick, Isle of Arran KA27 8EY

Temperature Controlled
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THE NORTH FACE JACKETS
LOWE ALPINE FLEECES
GELERT FLEECES FROM £9.99

Competitive rates
for all building materials -

BANNER BANNER

LEISURE LEISURE

Coal merchant Mon-Sat 9.30-5.00 Sun | 1.00-4.00

Tel: 302416 Cladach Visitor Centre, Brodick (next to The Brewery)
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Chairs
urgently
wanted

Staff at the Brodick ArCaS
charity shop are urgently look-
ing for four chairs.

Last Wednesday October 7
a lady went into the shop and
left two dining chairs. She said
that she had another four like
them at home and as space is at
a premium in the shop, would
bring them in at a later date.

Since then another lady has
been in to ArCaS and bought
all six chairs, with the member
of staff believing that the other
four were in the storeroom. So
now the volunteer workers in
the Brodick cancer support
charity shop are issuing a
plea to the first mystery lady
to please come forward and
bring in the other four dining
chairs so that the second lady
and her family can sit down
to dinner.

Please contact ArCaS on
302928 or 860498.

Charity
walk a big
success

More than £2,000 has been
raised for Leukaemia Re-
search through an island wide
charity walk that took place
on Saturday.

The 22-mile off road walk
was organised by Neil Gillies
of Lamlash and followed a
route from Lochranza over
the moor to Laggan then the
Fallen Rocks, Glen Sannox,
The Saddle, Glen Rosa, Brod-
ick and Lamlash.

‘I"d like to say a big thank
you to all who participated in
or contributed,” said Neil.

‘More than £2,000 was
raised and has been donated to
Leukaemia Research. Special
thanks should go to Stage-
coach and to The Drift Inn for
the much appreciated hospital-
ity and donation.’

Stewart Buchanan catches some waves on his surfboard at Blackwaterfoot Beach last week.

Surfer takes to the seas at Blackwaterfoot

Walkers on the beach at Blackwaterfoot
could have mistaken the area for Austral-
ia’s Gold Coast last week as a lone surfer

took to the waves.

Stewart Buchanan hopped onto his
board and spent about an hour riding the

crests of the waves.

Stewart lives in Germany but has been

ago).

visiting the island since he was a child.
He started surfing when he retired from
football at the age of 40 ( five years

Wondering
‘I enjoyed a few hours surfing (not
windsurfing) at Blackwaterfoot beach
was [ was wondering whether any of your

readers had heard of anyone surfing on
Arran before,’ he said.

‘I asked a number of my friends and
relatives who live in the Shiskine/ Black-
waterfoot area and they think I’m the first
one daft enough to try. It would be excel-
lent to find out if [ was a surfing pioneer
on the beach where I learnt to swim.’

Creamery scoops three awards

Employees at the Torrylinn
Creamery in Kilmory are
celebrating after picking up a
silver and two bronze awards
for their Isle of Arran cheddar
at this year’s British Cheese
Awards — the ‘Oscars’ of the
cheese industry.

Their tally of two gold, six
silver and seven bronze titles,
brings the creamery’s sum for
2009 so far to 15 — beating the

2008 total of 11.

The silver at the British
Cheese Awards came for the
creamery’s traditional Isle of
Arran Dunlop and the two
bronze awards came in for
the Arran Mature Cheddar
Truckle and The Torrylinn, a
new cheddar.

Creamery manager, Alex
Home, said his team was abso-
lutely delighted at the success.

‘It is really important for the
reputation of the Isle of Arran
Creamery to be renowned as
a producer of award-winning
cheddar,” he said. ‘Both new
and existing customers take
notice of which creameries
are winning the awards, so it
is crucial for the profile of our
brand to be successful at these
shows.’

The Torrylinn Creamery,

CalMac
director
forced to
pay back
expenses

A senior director of ferry op-
erator CalMac has been forced
to repay nearly £13,000 of
taxpayers’ money after a probe
into irregular expenses.

Alan Moffat, the group’s
human resources director,
returned the money last month
after being issued with a final
warning over ‘inappropriate’
spending, including nearly
£5,000 on takeaway meals,
more than £1,200 in off-li-
censes and a £17 fee for an
application made to university
clearing system UCAS.

Explanation

CalMac’s parent company,
David MacBrayne, is under-
stood to have accepted his
explanation for thousands of
pounds including more than
£1,750 for five-star hotels.

A spokesman for David Mac-
Brayne said: ‘An audit of Mr
Moffat’s expenses identified
a number of items which we
considered merited closer
examination.

‘Mr Moffat gave a full ac-
count of these but agreed on
reflection that some were inap-
propriate and agreed to repay
in full the relevant amounts.

‘Mr Moftat is a valued mem-
ber of staff and we are entirely
satisfied there was no intention
to defraud.’

which employs seven staff, is
at the heart of Arran’s dairy
industry.

‘We have three producers on
the island so it is a very tight-
knit area,’ said Alex. ‘Our
members are delighted that
they own their own creamery
which is right on their door-
step and produces 100 per cent
Scottish cheddar using only
100 per cent Scottish milk.’

AAAAAAAA
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BUILDING

M.B.S.

AND TIMBER

SUPPLIES

The Old Pier, Whiting Bay. Tel: (01770) 700202, Fax: (01770) 700711

_TIMBER R |

OPEN Monday-Saturday 8.30 a.m.- 5 p.m.

DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE

Marshalls

All
Groundworks
from
foundations
to finish

Concrete Works
Floors, Driveways, Walls, etc.

House, Workshops, Garages,
Extensions, Foundations, left
ready for Kit House

House Building

Various oplions

Danwood kits

Design service available

ec0

Drainage

House Drains, Seplic Tarks,
Land Drains, Water Pipes
Plant Hire

Excavators (all sizes),
Telehandier, Mixers, Dumpers,
Raollers, Tippers (inc. grab)
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Echofela, one of Scotland’s most talked about new bands at Whiting Bay Hall on
Saturday night. o1_bszechor

Echofela raise the

roof in Whiting Bay

They’ve been known under
a number of different guises
since 2005 but since becoming
Echofela in 2007 they’ve sup-
ported The Zutons, headlined
Retrofest and played at the
world famous King Tuts in
Glasgow.

And on Saturday night it was
Whiting Bay Hall’s turn to
play host to one of Scotland’s
most talked about up-and-
coming bands.

The hall was not exactly
jam-packed with people but
it was full enough to provide
the necessary atmosphere.

Regular Visitor

Echofela’s current line-
up includes bass-guitarist
Graeme Mack who has been
a regular visitor to Whiting
Bay for many years.

The band have had airplay
on some of the nation’s big-
gest radio stations and the

SLIDDERY SUPPLIES

Stockists and Suppliers of
Agricultural and General Hardware

crowds seemed to enjoy the
playlist which was a combi-
nation of their own songs and
some more well-known hits.

After the gig the crowd
seem to unanimously agree
that they were a great band
to see live and they will be
following their future career
with interest.

Echofela were a great band
to see live and no doubt the
crowd will now be eagerly
anticipating the release of
their new album early next
year.

Free Rally of Scotland
tickets for Banner readers

Arran Banner readers have the chance to win
tickets to the Rally of Scotland on Friday No-
vember 20. We have got two family passes to
give away, each for two adults and two children,
for the middle day of the three-day rally.

Covering Stirling and Perth and Kinross over
the weekend of November 19-21, the Rally will
showcase some of Scotland’s most breathtaking
scenery and challenging terrain.

The Rally will feature two Service Parks,
where the cars are repaired and refuelled, al-
lowing you to get up close to all the action.
One situated in the beautiful grounds of Blair
Castle, and the other in Stirling city centre
with picturesque surroundings and excellent
amenities.

We have teamed up with the Rally of Scotland

to offer you the chance to win one of a pair of

family passes to access all stages of the action-
packed rally on Friday 20 November. The day’s

action will start at Scone Palace then take in
the 19 kilometre section of Drummond Hill,
described as the most legendary and best rally
stage in the world. The stage will finish in the
Service Park at Blair Castle.
Family Passes

We’ve got two family passes to give away
in total, so make sure you don’t miss out.
Normal ticket value is £20 per adult and £10
per child.

Visit www.rallyofscotland.com for more
information or to buy tickets.

To enter, answer the following question.

On which Fife farm would you find Scot-
land’s National Motor Sports Centre? Answers
by letter to the Banner office, or email to edi-
tor@arranbanner.co.uk The first two correct
answers drawn on Friday October 30 will
each win a family pass for two adults and
two children.

C.diff rates fall in Ayrshire and Arran

Infections of elderly people
in North Ayrshire and Arran
caused by the Clostridium dif-
ficile hospital bug have fallen
to a record low, figures have
revealed.

Between April and June there
were 112 cases of C.diff, com-
pared with 160 in the same
period last year and 125 in the
previous quarter.

Health secretary Nicola Stur-
geon said the sustained drop in
infection rates showed efforts
to stamp out the so-called
superbugs appeared to be
reaping rewards.

Ms Sturgeon said: ‘I have
made tackling hospital in-
fections a top priority and I
am encouraged that today’s
figures show our strenuous
efforts appear to be reaping re-
wards in Ayrshire and Arran.

‘We are confident that we
now have the right initiatives
in place and the figures back
this up. We are seeing signifi-
cant and sustained reductions
in infections which is good
news for patients throughout
Scotland.

‘However, there is no room
for complacency. I want us

to continue this excellent
progress as we drive to elimi-
nate all avoidable infections
from our hospitals.’

Garden tools & Machinery - Mowers - Strimmers
Hedge Cutters etc. - Nails - Screws - Bolts - Hinges
Chain - Miscellaneous Ironmongery - Hand &
Power Tools - Plumbing & Electrical Goods - Farm

& Domestic Animal Feeds & Husbandry Equipment M

Workwear - Waterproofs - Boots - Domestic Sundries f

Cleaning Materials. i
BULK ORDERS WELCOME |
Specialist Tools & Equipment to order
Tel: 870 225 s

F

| |

Are you in trouble with the police?
Are you facing criminal charges?

For help contact Arran’s only resident
defence lawyer — a solicitor advocate with
more than 25 years courtroom experience.

Log on to ARRANLAW.COM or Tel: David Brookens

on 01770 700535 or 07000 333363 (07000 DEFEND)

M WEST FLOORING

FORALLYOUR FLOOR COVERING NEEDS!
ALL DOMESTIC & CONTRACT WORK UNDERTAKEN

CARPETS - VINYL - LAMINATES - SOLID WOOD
 KARNDEAN - SAFETY FLOORING - CERAMIC WALL & FLOOR TILING

FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

T: (017701 700771 - M: 07887 931222 - E: info@mwestflooring.co.uk

Sound business needs sound
investment. Promote your

business the cost effective way.

www.stormimprove.couk

THE ARRAN

BANNER .

tried = tested » local

Arran
livestock
sales

United Auctions had forward
1,806 store cattle and 11,216
prime and store lambs at their
Stirling Agricultural Centre
last Wednesday.

Arran prices:

Cheviot cross lambs £49.50
Cosyden.

Suffolk cross lambs £53.00
Sheddock.

Texel cross lambs £49.50
Bridge, £47.00 Sheddock.

Blackface lambs £39.00
Bridge, £33.00 Ballarie.

Mule feeders £52.00
Bridge.

Blackface feeders £25.00
Ballarie.

Cross feeders £28.50
Whin.

Conservatories - Doors
Windows - Kitchens - Roofline
- Extensions -

a professional fit by time served joiners

Call: 01294-541-001
07766-881-873

services@stormimprove.co.uk

w

Call Maureen on 01770 302142 to find out how we can help promote your business. We are here to help
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Arran goes
to the
Singing
Kettle

By popular demand, a trip for
parents and young children to
the Singing Kettle Christmas
Pyjama Party at Brachead in
Glasgow, will take place on
Thursday, December 10.

This is a full day’s outing
with a private coach to take
you from Ardrossan Harbour
to Brachead and back. There
will be lots of opportunity to
get the Christmas shopping,
have lunch and a coffee, and
still see the show, before get-
ting the bus back to the ferry
with all your friends.

Places are limited and will
be issued on a first come,
first served basis. If you and
your children would like to
attend, contact Sheila or Nina
on 01770 600247 for further
details.

Nae soup
and nae
sandwiches

There was not a single sand-
wich or bowl of soup left in
Brodick Church Hall on Satur-
day afternoon after a very suc-
cessful Soup ‘n” Sandwiches
lunch in aid of Dr Graham’s
Homes in Kalimpong.

‘Eventually, there was stand-
ing room only with people
actually having to be turned
away,’ said Janice Small,
one of the organisers of the
event. ‘It was quite an over-
whelming turnout.’

The ‘Arran Friends” would
like to thank everyone from
all round the island who gave
such massive support for this
event and helped to raise an
outstanding £882.70p.

‘This is a truly magnificent
amount for this worthwhile
cause,’ said Janice.

Kilmory residents criticised by shop owner

The good people of Kilmory
have just been roundly criti-
cised by a former local shop-
keeper.

John Sullivan and Linda
Rose bought Kilmory shop,
tearoom and post office in
December 2005 and closed
it down in February 2007. It
has been empty and for sale
ever since.

Now Mr Sullivan has blamed
the Kilmory folk for not sup-
porting the business. In a letter
to a national newspaper from

his Essex home he says: ‘The
local attitude seemed to be that
we should consider ourselves
fortunate to be serving the
village. Providing a meeting
place and selling some bacon
and eggs doesn’t allow a busi-
ness to survive.

‘Very few locals used the
shop as their main source of
household shopping, prefer-
ring to drive almost 20 miles to
the Co-op supermarket.’

At the time of closure he
said: “We’ve shown our com-

mitment but if I was looking
to feed my family from the
business I would have closed
it sooner.’

Phyllis Picken of Lenamhor
said: ‘Between the shop clos-
ing and getting C class roads
the Southend is becoming a
third world.” Former commu-
nity councillor Alastair Yates
said: ‘It’s sad that it has come
to this. There’s nothing else in
the village.’

Kilmory shop has seen sev-
eral owners since 1987. Then

owner Gerry Ambler built
the flat above the shop. Paul
and Alison Bagnall took over
in1989 and the post office
closed temporarily.

Bernard and Kate Duffy
bought it in 1993 and tried
to build up the grocery side.
In 1997 John and Jean Fitz-
patrick bought the business
and started the weekend chip-
pie.

The building that was once
the centre of the community
continues to lie empty today.

Birthday celebrations mark
bright future for Valdete

As Valdete Gjonpalj celebrated
her 19" birthday on Saturday it
was clear that this is a young
girl who has a very bright
future ahead of her.

On Saturday she attended
a special birthday party in
Whiting Bay and was joined
by many of her Arran friends
and supporters who all wish to
see her walk again.

Two years ago Sue and Julian
Davidson from Whiting Bay
met the 17-year-old Valdete
in Tehran.

She had been confined to a
wheel chair for most of her life
after a small bleed in her brain
at the age of two affected her
feet and hands.

Albanian doctors had been
able to do very little to help her
but Sue and Julian knew that
British doctors would be able
to help her walk again.

Now two-years and one
life-changing operation to
straighten one of her feet later,
Valdete is well on the way to
be able to walk again.

‘I think it is hard for people
to understand just how dif-
ferent Valdete’s life is when
she’s in this country,” said
Sue. ‘In Albania she is treated
as a nobody because she is in

a wheelchair. When we took
her to the Metro Centre shop-
ping, Valdete found it really
hard to believe that not only
were disabled people actively
encouraged to come to the
centre but that they were able
to use buses and trains to get
there in the first place.’

Back home in Tehran, Val-
dete and others like her are
often confined to small flats
two or three stories above
ground.

Because there are no lifts or
even wheelchairs, many will
never leave their homes.

‘I think what Vally has to do
is go home and try to spread
the word that being disabled
is nothing to be ashamed of}’
said Sue. ‘I want her to use her
experiences of this country to
explain to those in Albania
what can be done to make
the lives of less abled people
easier.’

Valdete celebrated
her 19* birthday
with her
Arran friends on
Saturday.

Corrie path
a step
closer

The provision of a safer pas-
sage between Brodick and
Corrie took one step closer
last week.

A meeting of the multi-user
trail group at Brodick Castle
ranger centre on Tuesday
explored the possibility of
accessing funding for the
path, and the likelihood of it
being adopted by the local
authority.

No decision has yet been
made over which side of the
road the new path should be.
Councillor Margie Currie said:
‘There was a lot of discussion
about how far the path should
go and whether it should be
on the seaward or landward
side.

‘The respective landown-
ers are Arran Estates and the
National Trust for Scotland.
We have had long negotiations
with NTS and agreements
have been reached with both
parties. Murray Boal and Don
McNeish went out to survey
the route after the meeting.’

Other members of the group
at the meeting were Gerard
Tattersfield, Brodie Pearcey,
Joyce and Alan Beasley,
Kate Sampson, sergeant Bob
MacKay and Dave Freeman
of Sustrans, the UK’s leading
sustainable transport charity.
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< County Carpets
(Arran) Ltd

N

¥ Vertical - Pleated
Wooden - Venetian

SWALLBABERSY,

J,_,.-.-»ciiuntycarpetsarran.co.uk
~<1: 01770 700480 Fax: 01770 700455

Email: admin@countycarpetsarran.co.uk

TN
ructio

Whiting Bay Open 6 Days, 9.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m. L_...-'\._,.A._,.

Open 7 days a week

NEW
3 — | Winter Jackets
Thermal Lined Trousers
Always in stock
Waterproofs, Wellies, Walking
Boots & Poles and Socks
Gaitors, Rucksacks, Sleeping Bags

SUMMER CLEARANCE
All kids stock less than 2 price
Capris, Blouses, Shorts
Teeshirts @ 99p Sandals £3.99

Ladies & gents shorts from
£3.99, Zip-offs £9.99
Gents Polo Shirts £4.99
Craghopper Kiwi now £19.99
Denim Action Trouser
now £12.99
Berghaus Ladies Fleece Tops
£19.99

( Body Shop }
@ Home

Sunday 25th October
12pm — 6pm
2 Hillfoot Place
Corrie
Tel Jenine on 810236
or 07818483252  /

THE WHINS
CRAFT
WORKSHOP

N

with secni views
Tel: 01770 830 650

>~ T 01294+
S0-2005S

8-seater taxis available

Ardrossan Harbour to:

Glasgow Airport  £30.00
Prestwick Airport  £25.00
Glasgow Centre  £38.00
Irvine £15.00
Crosshouse £21.00
Kilmarnock £23.00
Troon Harbour £21.00
Ayr £30.00
Ayr Hospital £32.00
Seamill Hydro £14.00
Largs £21.00
Let us transport you
DIRECT

to your destination

Return bookings and other
prices on request.
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Lamlash artist
impresses with
solo exhibition

Last week Lamlash artist Jose-
phine Broekhuizen celebrated
her latest solo exhibition of
paintings and prints in the
Harbour Arts Centre in Irvine
with a private view.
Thirty-five paintings are on

CATACOL
BAY HOTEL

Bar Meals served daily
12 noon - 10 p.m.
Sunday Buffets

12 noon - 4 p.m.
Eat as much as you want

=830231

display; some large, some
small, some seen on Arran be-
fore but also many new pieces
that will delight and challenge
the viewer.

This show demonstrates
Josephine’s assured tonal-
ity and fresh colour and no
less decisive is her choice of
subject.

The female nude, the win-
dow-scape, the still life, the
many versions of the barn, all
glow from the walls of this
excellent space in the HAC
but, predictably for those
who know Broekhuizen’s
work, none of them are ever
as straightforward as they
first seem.

The nudes are not the exami-

Lamlash artist Josephine
Broekhuizen.

nations of form but more of

psychology.
They inhabit silhouette and

shadow and are being exposed
but only out of the light.

The landscapes are stylised
and simplified.

Clauchlands point is still
recognisable but it is portrayed
with the flatness of fabric
print.

Broekhuizen’s other pas-
sions of her smallholding and
animals pervade the rest of
the show.

The barn paintings, in an
almost child-like way, dem-
onstrate the importance of the
barn to the artist’s life.

The lino-prints make up the
last element of the show.

The two mysterious striped
figures in grey have a prayer-
like quality while the strident

‘One Spring Night’ by Josephine Broekhuizen.

and humorous Revolution of
the Smallholding shows a
heroic woman holding in her
arms, offering to the world, a
huge cockerel.

It unashamedly boasts its
deference to all those agit-
prop post-revolutionary post-
ers calling the proletariat to
the nobility of work, to the
nobility of the land.

And it seems all the more

fitting in a day and age when
we examine anew the minu-
tiae of our relationship to the
land, to echo that call back
to it.

The exhibition runs until
Sunday 15 November.

For more details phone
01770 600287 or HAC on
01294 274059 or visit the
website the artist’s website
www.broekhuizen.me.uk

Round the Rurals

Kilmory WRI

At the meeting of Kilmory
WRI on Monday 5 Octo-
ber, David Napier showed
a most interesting film on
Ailsa Craig and he also told
many amusing stories about
his friends who had lived
there.

Janet Mulholland won the

competition for rock cakes and
Phyllis Picken won the com-
petition for a pretty pebble.

The next meeting will be on
Monday 9 November when
Jerry Arthur will give a cook-
ery demonstration.

The competitions are for a
knitted scarf and an unusual
spoon.

Happy memoaories displayed all year round...

Personalised 2010 Calendars

... turn your photos into the perfect gift

From £2.60

o

Frozen at last years prices &

New wire binding & hanger -
AT NO EXTRA COSTI

Mon-gtop advertising of your
oomiEany 385 days a yaar..,

DISCOUNTE AVAILASLE FOR BUSTNESEES,

CHARITIES & CLUEE BUYING IN BULK
Corporate Calendars

. YOUr name and 10go on cuslomers’

walls

reminding them of your business avery day

For more information call Fiona on 01770 302142 I{ rs F"
Email: adverts@arranbanner.co.uk

Sample calendars can be seen & orders taken at
The Arran Banner Office

Shiskine SWRI

What a wonderful attendance
Shiskine SWRI had at the
first meeting of the season on
Wednesday 30 September in
Shiskine Hall.

President Jerry Arthur wel-
comed all the ladies and they
then enjoyed a very interesting
cookery demonstration by Hi-
lary McMaster who made four
delicious vegetarian dishes,
which they were invited to
taste and did so with much
enjoyment.

Alice Anderson gave the
vote of thanks on the group’s

VILLAGE TAXIS

01294 60-21-21

Ardrossan Harbour to
Glasgow Airport £29.00

City Centre ....£37.00
Edin. Airport... £100.00
Prestwick ........ £24.00
AYr s £29.00
Ayr Hospital ...£31.00
Irvine ............. £14.00
Largs ... £20.00
Crosshouse ...£20.00
Kilmarnock ..... £22.00
Troon P&O ...... £20.00
West Kilbride ....£10.00

Return journeys on request
Six-Seater Now Available
www.villagetaxisardrossan.com
November/December

Special Offer
10% off fares over £20

behalf. Morag Murchie won
the competition for plum
Jam and Jerry Arthur came in
second.

Yvonne Randall was named
the winner of the decorative
preserve dish and Mary Betley
won the raffle.

Before leaving everyone was
reminded of the SWRI Rally
at the Kinloch Hotel on the
Thursday 12 November.

At the next meeting on
Wednesday 4 November, the
ladies look forward to wel-
coming Janine Crisp and her
Body Shop beauty products.

The competition is for a
homemade cosmetics bag
and the exhibition is a scent
bottle.

Lamlash SWRI

The first meeting of the new
session of Lamlash SWRI was
held on Wednesday 7 October
when Alison Prince, once
again, entertained the ladies
with family stories from her
childhood.

When the hilarity had died
down, Cath Turner proposed
a comprehensive vote of
thanks.

Ann Miller won the exhibi-
tion and Grace Sillars won the
competition.

It was noted that all mem-
bers going to the SWRI Rally
on Thursday 12 November
should please bring their re-
mittance to the next meeting
on Wednesday 4 November.

Enﬂs:r
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The Future is Solar

*@j Solar Panel Installation

REAN

If you are considered installing solar panels to heat your hot water

or are interested in finding out more about Solar Energy

engineer will be available to discuss you individual needs during a
planned visit in Movember.

then our

Grants are currently available to cover 30% of the installation
costs and with ever rising energy prices there has never been a
better time to consider installing solar collectors on you roof to
capture the free energy from the sun to heat your hot water.

If you would like to arrange an appointment and a free, no
commitment quotation, please email to
info@scortishsolorenergy.com or telephone 07970675692

-~
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Paragliding gran
did 1t for the kids

Julia Le Masurier, the courageous grand-
mother who undertook a charity paraglide
over Arran to raise more than £900 for
the island’s teenagers, donated a fantastic
computer gaming system to the Arran Youth
Foundations on Monday.

Julia had asked Arran’s teenagers what they
would like her to buy with the money and one
of their ideas was a Nintendo Wii.

‘I did the paraglide to raise money for Ar-
ran’s youngsters so it made sense to ask them
what they wanted me to buy with the money,’
said Julia. “The Wii was their first choice and
they also suggested a pool table which we
might try to buy in the future.’

In August, Julia took to the skies above
Catacol in a tandem paraglide.

‘It was an absolutely wonderful experience,’
said Julia. ‘It felt timeless as you floated
gently above everything.

‘One of the greatest things about it, which
I hadn’t even considered before, was being
able to fly above the birds and see them from
above as they fly. That was amazing.’

The mother of five and grandmother to 14
is a volunteer at Arran Youth Foundations
and pledged to give every penny raised from
her extreme-sport fundraiser to the youth
project.

‘I would like to say a huge thank you to
everyone who helped me raise the magnifi-
cent sum of £985,” said Julia. ‘A special thank
you should go to Zabdi and Maurice of Arran
Flying Fever who allowed me to have this
wonderful experience here on Arran.’

The Youth Cabin in Brodick will re-open for
the new term on Friday 23 October at 7pm.

The following Thursday (October 29) there
will be an ‘open mic’ night in the cabin at
7pm run by Cams Campbell of Brodick Post
Office.

This will take place every Thursday through-
out the winter and all High School pupils are
invited to come along — with or without an
instrument - and jam.

On Saturday evenings the Youth Café will
be opening its doors again in Brodick Church
hall to all High School Pupils.

Julia Le Masurier has donated a Nintendo Wii console to the Arran Youth
Foundations group in Brodick. o1_bszwiio1

Archie 1s an international star

Bike goes

QM2 to visit the Clyde
walkabout

Banner dog Archie attracted a
lot of attention last week.
Answers to the ‘Where’s
Archie?’ feature came from
far and wide. Wilma Conner
emailed from Calgary, Alberta
to say: ‘Archie is on the String
Road in front of the oldest
mailbox. I have been to it
many times on my travels.’
Andrew from Fife said:
‘He is on the junction of the
String Road and the turn off
to Machrie, next to the Celtic
post box. Always like to post
my cards home there.’
Janette Beggs of Durham,
Barry and Michelle Dobson
of Richmond, North Yorkshire

and Rob Nixon of Whitley
Bay were also on the ball,
as was Gordon McGinn of
Troon.

Kate Russell said: ‘Archie
is sitting at the junction of the
String Road and the road that
goes to Dougarie opposite the
Fairy post box.

Lookout

‘We didn’t see him when we
were up in September but we
will keep a sharp lookout next
time we visit.’

Dave and Sue Greenman
emailed: “We have been com-
ing to Arran for over 37 years
and it is the first time I have
been absolutely certain of

Archie at the Viking Fort at Klngs Cross.

b42arc02

Archie or his predecessor
Murphy’s location. ‘Machrie
golf is my favourite course on
the island so have driven past
the post box many times.’

Eric Gilmour of Lochwin-
noch said: ‘“The post box is one
of only a handful of Victorian
boxes left in the country which
means it’s been around for a
very long time, and the roads
would have been dirt tracks
when it was built.’

Brooke Young emailed:
‘Hello Archie. I'm a black
lab just like you and I come
from Lanark to Arran on my
holidays. Woof, woof.’

See this week’s Where’s
Archie feature, sponsored by
Cottages and Castles and The
Arran Team, on page 14.

Cunard’s magnificent ocean
liner, Queen Mary 2, will
make her first visit to the
Clyde next week.

Built in 2003, the vessel’s
home port is Southampton,
and she will be arriving in
Greenock at 8am next Monday
October 19.

Passengers

She can carry up to 3,000
passengers in style and her
latest cruise is an eight-day
journey around Britain call-
ing at South Queensferry,
Greenock, Liverpool, Cork
and Cherbourg before return-
ing to Southampton.

Queen Mary 2 will leave

Greenock at 6pm on Monday
and should be visible from Ar-
ran, steaming down the Clyde
between 7pm and 8pm.

Enthusiasts can take a special
trip from the Glasgow Sci-
ence Centre on board paddle
steamer Waverley to view
the great ocean liner from the
water at Greenock.

Waverley leaves her berth at
11am on Monday and again at
4pm to escort Queen Mary 2
down the Clyde.

A ladies bike has disappeared
from behind Brodick Bar.

The blue ‘ridgeback’ two-
wheeler with silver mudguards
has gone missing in the centre
of Brodick. A £30 reward
is being offered for its safe
return.

If anyone knows the wherea-
bouts of the missing bike, they
are asked to return it or call
Brodick Bar on 302169 for it
to be picked up.

Top-Up Prize Draw

Mobile phone top-ups prize draw at
Brodick Post Office.

Buy one top up and enter the monthly draw
to win a top up of the same value.
Top-ups available from £5.00

Tel: 01770 303578
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Lamlash Primary
School &
Nursery Class

Coffee Morning
on
Sat 24th October

10.30- 2.30 — School Hall
Home Baking * Children’s

Bring & Buy * Face Painting
S

We are now taking bookings
for Christmas dinners
throughout December.

With two group menus
there is something for
every taste and budget.
See our website for details.

Tel: 01770 600559
enquiries@glenislehotel.com
www.glenislehotel.com

Christmas at
The Glenisle Restaurant

Lamlash

\

R

~,» Computer repairs
and upgrades

Call Cams at Brodick Post Office
01770 303578 or visit
www.brodickpo.co.uk

for more information

LEARN FRENCH AT

The price for each of these

please contact Magg

A Cruthachadh Oithigh na Gaidhealtachds nan filean
Creating the University af the Highlands and Islands

CENTRE
Monday 19 October 4.00 - 6.00 pm French Beginners
Wednesday 21 October 4,00 - 6.00 pm French Continuers

or £39.25 for over 60s,
All classes will run subject to minimum numbers.

Argyll College also offers a range of Open Learning courses
from introductory to degree level.

For more information or to enrol,

YOUR LOCAL COLLEGE

ARGYLL

ARRAN LEARNING

20-hour courses Is £51.00

ie on 01770 600152,
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Broadband essential for
ISland business success

Prince Charles is apparently concerned that people on Arran
could find it difficult to survive without good quality high-
speed broadband connections.

Writing in a national newspaper this week the Prince of
Wales expressed concerns that schools, doctors’ surgeries
and other essential services in rural areas were being left in
the internet ‘slow lane’ and the British countryside was in
danger of becoming a series of ‘ghost villages populated by
little more than second home owners’.

In his impassioned plea to the telecom operators to provide
high-speed broadband connections in rural areas without
which ‘no community can survive, let alone flourish,’
Prince Charles warned that ‘the lack of access to high speed
broadband — is putting many of those who work in rural
communities at a severe disadvantage’.

This week Arran’s broadband provision has come under
the spotlight of the region’s politicians who believe that it
is a disgrace.

Islanders might be paying for 8Mbps but very few will ever
get more than 4Mbps. The handicap this places on Arran’s
businesses, schools, doctors’ surgeries and even the local
authority is immense.

According to The Commission for Rural Communities,
more than two million people living in rural areas of Britain
are being deprived of the benefits enjoyed by their urban
counterparts, such as fast broadband speeds.

Out of two million, at least 166,000 people live in ‘not
spots’ where there is no broadband at all — and there are a
number of these on Arran.

In the past 20 years we have become more and more reliant
upon the internet.

Most people living on Arran will use the internet not just
for social and recreational reasons but also for work too.

Island businesses are using the internet to expand their
sales — Arran Aromatics, the Island Cheese Company and
the Arran Brewery are just three which as well as having
island shops also rely upon the internet for international
sales. Sadly the volume of business these companies are able
to do online may be restricted by the speed of the internet
connection.

Prince Charles is perhaps right when he suggests that
without proper broadband provision increasing numbers of
rural businesses are going to suffer financially.

Unfortunately, it looks as though there is little reason to
hope that Arran’s broadband service will improve soon.

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK
“The Lord longs to be gracious to you; He rises to show

you compassion. For the Lord is a God of justice. Blessed
are all who wait for him!” (Isaiah 30:18)

—press policy

WE AT The Arran Banner do our utmost to make sure that all our reports
are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on occasion, mistakes
can occur in the hectic process of producing a local newspaper.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in print.

If you find an error of fact on our pages please write to The Editor, The
Arran Banner, Brodick, Arran giving your day-time telephone number
where possible.

This statement of policy will appear on this page every week along with
any corrections or clarifications.

The Arran Banner adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s Code
of Conduct. The views expressed in The Arran Banner are not necessarily
those of the The Oban Times Group.

 Lotferd 1o the Editor

Naming applauded
Sir,

As a former local newspaper
editor and experienced free-
lance court reporter, I heartily
applaud your decision to name
and shame islanders who are
convicted in court.

To my mind it is a long
overdue change in policy.
I discovered during my days
in the ‘hot seat’ that the fear
of negative publicity tended
to prove more of a deterrent
to would-be offenders than
the actual penalties potentially
handed down by sheriffs or
magistrates.

In fact, on an almost daily
basis 1 was offered financial
incentives from miscreants
and their families to leave
certain court stories out of the
next edition.

The sums involved were often
considerably higher than the
fines which had been imposed.
Needless to say, not a penny-
piece changed hands — but I
could have made a fortune!

Additionally, publishing de-
tails serves to clear the names
of any other individuals who -
through neighbourhood tittle-
tattle or rumour - may wrongly
come under suspicion.

The bottom line is that if you
don’t transgress, you won’t
feature in the court reports.
Yours,

David Kelso
Sannox

Saving history

Sir,

Congratulations on an excel-
lent article and comment on
the fate of that significant
historic little building, Sannox
Congregational Church.

I was privileged to conduct
the funerals of both Reg and
Peggy Bulley in turn as they
ended their lives in a place
they loved and looked after
for many years.

A church without a minister
and hardly any congregation
could not last as such but the
site has two buildings — the
church/manse is one, Dundar-
roch is the other and the latter
has been run successfully for
years as a small retreat and
conference centre by the Con-
gregational Church.

I suppose the last event in the
life of the church was Peggy’s
funeral.

As well as a number of visi-
tors from the mainland nearly
300 Arran people were present,
crammed into the building and
seated on the grass outside.

It spoke of the regard the folk
of Arran had for the Bulleys
and the wee church, a precious
historical site.

I hope the Canadians of
Megantic County who have
regard for their historic roots
read The Arran Banner.

Now that Scottish Congre-
gationalists have been incor-
porated into the UK-wide
denominations it seems there
is little concern for the historic
significance of Sannox and
the possibility of four houses
in exchange for history is a
good one.

That may be so but it ap-
pears that the current Church
approach is to find an escape
clause for Sannox rather than
confer a blessing, one which
will generate cash rather than
cost ill affordable funds.

A real pity.

Yours,

Reverend Robert Waters
Gartcows Drive
Falkirk

All squirreled out
Sir,

I’m bored with reading about
squirrels.

Whether it is in your articles
or letters column, these over-
rated red rodents seem to be
attracting a disproportionate
amount of attention over the
past few weeks.

I admit that my attitude may
have been affected by the little
squirrel who scuttled across
the road as [ was attempting to
leave the car park at the Arran
War Memorial Hospital last
week — thereby causing me
to attempt the fiercest emer-
gency stop since cable brakes
changed to hydraulic.

No doubt he was rushing
down for a nut cutlet at Alta-
chorvie.

Incidentally, local restaura-
teurs might note that, should
their next American theme
evenings include the tradition-
al roast squirrel main course,
menus must incorporate the
following — ‘Warning: May
Contain Nuts’.

However, and more to the
point, the alleged carnage of
the furry blighters on the roads

suggests that there are a lot of
them about.

It’s a blessing that we don’t
have lemmings on Arran,
or their human protagonists
would be throwing themselves
off Bennan Head in protest
about the lack of counsel-
ling regarding their suicidal
tendencies.

So it’s back to natural
selection. In the absence of
any predators (and I’'m assum-
ing that local cats and raptors
have minimal effect on the
population) the number of
squirrels will increase as far as
the food supply allows.

Should they wish to play on
the roads, then I see little dif-
ference between them and the
youngsters who drive about
at excessive speeds during the
hours of darkness.

One nutter is much like
another.

Yours,

Iain Auld
Kinneil Park
Lamlash

No use for plastie
bags

Sir,

The Co-op has started to of-
fer plastic bags for shopping
again. This is after promot-
ing and encouraging the use
of alternative non-plastic and
reusable and changing the
mindset of shoppers, who
increasingly took their own
bags to the supermarket. Plas-
tic bags do huge damage to
the creatures in the marine
environment; they pollute the
beaches around Arran and
indeed the world.

They float: unsuspecting sea
creatures like turtles mistake
them for jellyfish and die a
slow death; dead chick alba-
trosses have been found with
up to 400 small pieces of plas-
tic in their stomachs, which
their parents have picked out
of the water probably believ-
ing them to be fish.

More than 160 different spe-
cies of marine life swallow our
plastic debris floating in the
sea. It takes time to re-educate
the public, to change a mindset
that is about throwaway and
ask for another.

But before plastics we took
reusable baskets and bags to
the shops.

For those who want a bag

1 i S oL
for their daily paper or for a
small amount of shopping,
keep a foldable one in your
car or pocket.

Please Co-op, change your
policy and be determined to
assist in re-educating us all
— don’t give in to the com-
plaints of a few.

Alternatively charge 10p a
bag - that might help the mind-
set to change to re-usables.

Yours,

Sally Campbell

Blairbeg House

Lamlash

Save our castles
Sir,

As a regular visitor to Arran
and with a very strong interest
in Scottish-British tourism,
I would be interested in the
views of the people of Arran -
but in particular of Lochranza
—to a suggestion regarding the
scenic Lochranza Castle.

Some months ago [ believe I
overheard an MSP comment-
ing on the radio that some of
Scotland’s ruined castles and
properties could be refur-
bished and restored to their
original design to help boost
Scotland’s tourism and visitor
potential.

It is of course not a new
idea.

Brodick Castle has been
renewed many times over the
centuries.

And arguably Scotland’s
most photogenic castle Eilean
Donan at the head of Loch
Duich in northwest Scotland
was reconstructed from a ruin
in the 1920s.

So why not Lochranza cas-
tle?

Some might argue that it
should simply remain a scenic
ruin or that it would cost too
much.

Yet think of the potential as
an asset to Lochranza village
and its people.

From a short distance away
Lochranza Castle looks strik-
ing, however, at close range
the building is little more than
a pile of rubble with no roof.

By simply using some im-
agination think of how the
castle could look restored to
its former glory.

If possible there could per-
haps be a small café either in-
side or out, tastefully designed

Continued on Page 9

your letters

THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200
words in length for publication on this page. The
editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or
to refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses
must be supplied, including on e-mails, to indicate
good faith. A daytime telephone number is also
required for verification. Anonymous letters or those
supplied without a contact telephone number will not
be printed. Please write or fax to: Letters Page, The
Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran.

E-mail editor@arranbanner.co.uk

Arran

Glasgow Depot
Arran Deliveries
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow G14 OHB

Deliveries

Arran Deliveries
The Parcel Point
Harbour Road,
Ardrossan

North Ayrshire
KA22 8BZ

Open Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm
Accepting goods destined
for the island

Open Mon -
Daily collection throughout Ayrshire,
Glasgow and surrounding districts

Tel: 01475 676 255
Fax: 01294 469 492

Fri 9am - 5pm

We deliver theﬁowéf

ot excuses
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 CLotlerd to the Editor

to enhance the castle and at
night subtle lighting could il-
luminate the building.

There is also the potential for
some employment for locals,
something I am sure is very
welcome.

Since the local youth hostel
is nearing completion, this
would be a further asset to
business and would also give
the PS Waverley more reason
to stop in Lochranza.

How might such a scheme be
funded? There is a multitude
of lottery grants, EU and local
funding opportunities.

Yours,

Colin Thomson
Ruchazie Road
Glasgow

Obsession with cars
Sir,

I read your lengthy article by
the eminent American profes-
sor with a holiday home in
Kings Cross.

It took me a long time to
digest so many words and
figures.

To quote an old auntie of
mine, perhaps he should ‘save
his breath to cool his por-
ridge?’

I believe that this beautiful
island is becoming far too ob-
sessed by the motor vehicle.

I have travelled (slowly) for
many years by public transport
to enjoy the peace and serenity
and beauty of Arran.

Perhaps a few potholes and
rough surfaces on the road
might be a boon if they slow
down and discourage noisy
speeding cars and lorries from
racing about.

Yours,

Mrs C O’Hara
Clyfton Drive
Peterborough

Traffic

transgressor

Sir,

After reading about the Mr
Welsh, the Strathclyde Police
traffic warden visiting Ar-

ran last week and diligently
starting his work the minute
he stepped off the ferry, I
imagined the first transgres-
sor he would meet would be
the police vehicle parked on
double yellows at the pier.

If so I also wondered if a
ticket and fine was issued or
does the law not apply here.

Yours,

Andy Surridge

Benview

Whiting Bay

Hospital staff

praised

Sir,

The other week I had to attend
Arran War Memorial Hospital
for a medical procedure.

In my mind curiosity vied
with apprehension which the
welcoming smile of the re-
ception lady allayed in some
measure.

I waited for a few minutes
and then it was into a ward for
documentation and prelimi-
naries such as blood pressure
and samples.

Undressed, labelled and clad
only in surgical gown I then
waited — and waited.

I'was aroused from my rever-
ie — octogenarians are allowed
reveries — by the entrance
of two nurses manoeuvring
a wheeled trolley. It seems
that able-bodied patients
such as [ are not permitted to
walk to theatre but had to be
wheeled.

I swithered whether to lie flat
or sit upright on the vehicle,
upright would give our little
cavalcade the ludicrous aspect
of a triumphal progress, so |
opted for flat.

Entering the theatre it crossed
my mind that at this juncture a
few bars of Mr Handel’s music
might not be inappropriate.

In theatre I was quickly
decanted on to an operating
table and the procedure car-
ried out.

Happily there was no ab-

normality and no surgical
action was necessary. I was
free to go.

After my visit, [ rate Lamlash
hospital as a happy ship.

The staff are a close-knit
unit who work well together
and are totally dedicated to
the care and welfare of their
patients.

Yours,

Bill Wood
Glen Court
Brodick

Happy in my

tumbledown shack
Sir,

I'am incredulous at the conde-
scending, patronising attitude
of Mr Ian Ferguson’s letters!

I am one of the ‘undeserv-
ing poor’ that he presumes to
speak for, and I can assure him
that [ am much happier in my,
relatively isolated, tumble-
down shack with its sustain-
able woodburner, than I ever
was in the “fascist dictatorship’
of social housing.

In my humble, worthless
opinion, HIFAR is a breath of
fresh air and a ray of hope for
all who aspire to something
better than a breezeblock
matchbox with enforced elec-
tric central heating (that us
‘ignorant poor’ can’t afford
to run) and a postage stamp
garden where we are not al-
lowed to keep a few chickens
or a goat to help eke out our
meagre income.

I have also been that single
parent who had to walk a mile
to a bus stop to go to the Co-
op and I blessed every step of
the way.

However, prior to the new
Co-op, (why does everyone
assume that the Co-op is the
‘Holy Grail’ of shopping?)
there were several vans that
ran from local shops, so we
bought our shopping at our
front door.

Some local businesses
still deliver; Auchaleffan,

SRS
Braehead, Kirkend and Gal-
braiths.

Interested in sustainable,
cheap, rural housing?

Check out: http://www.tha-
troundhouse.info/

Yours,
Amanda Hunter
Tigh an Droigheann
Whiting Bay

Arran’s influence
Sir,

[ wrote a poem about my expe-
riences on the Isle of Arran.

Our family used to visit Ar-
ran twice a year on holiday
and stayed in cottages near
Machrie at Cosyden.

Your island’s influence is
tremendous on my life and I
often pop over for a round of
golf at Sannox or Machrie.

I thought you might appreci-
ate the poem as it conjures in
me some feelings that make
me want to return to Arran.

Arran in autumn is so spec-
tacular to believe

The changing of the season
brings colour to the leaves

The jet red sunsets are such
an amazing sight

Which warms your
rosy cheeks as day turns to
night.

Goatfell rises like a moun-
tain of fire

It’s golden red colour, I will
never tire

It can look no better than on
a frosty winters day

When the sun shines low and
the clouds are grey.

Arran in winter all covered
in snow

Its perishing and numbing
for people who know

The great glens glisten with
icicles, you'll see

If you come to Arran in win-
ter with me.

Yours,

David Gall

Dumfries and Galloway
Council

English Street
Dumfries

Islanders invited to consult
on Local Development Plan

North Ayrshire Council has
begun working on a new Local
Development Plan (LDP). As
part of an island wide consul-
tation on the proposed plan for
Arran, a public meeting will
be held in Whiting Bay Hall on
Friday 23 October at 8pm.

The meeting has been ar-
ranged by the Isle of Arran
Community Council, who
have been asked by NAC to
consult with the Arran people
about their opinions on the
plan.

Copies of the community
council’s draft response to
the proposals will soon be

made widely available across
the island. This draft response
has not been finalised and is
still open to amendments or
to fresh suggestions from any
member of the public.

Residents from all over Ar-
ran are invited to attend the
meeting and all opinions will
be carefully noted.

The LDP will be finally
adopted in 2012 and the em-
phasis is on community con-
sultation every step of the
way.

The council’s LDP commit-
tee chairman, councillor John
Reid, said: ‘Every member

of the council sits on this
committee, a measure of how
important the plan is to the
shaping of North Ayrshire.

‘The way we are drawing up
the plan will reflect Scotland’s
modernised planning system.
It has just undergone the most
significant overhaul for 60
years and at its heart is the
need to get local people more
involved.’

The first stage in the con-
sultation programme is the
Main Issue Report, due to be
published in November.

This event will signal the
start of a big consultation

programme.

It will run right through the
spring of 2010 and will include
online polling, public exhibi-
tions and local public meet-
ings. All of these activities will
be widely publicised.

In the run up to this, some
consultation has already taken
place and more is in the pipe-
line.

Examples include planning
aid workshops for North Ayr-
shire and Community Coun-
cillors, engaging with local
young people and toolkits to
help Community Councils to
consult on the main issues.

Douglas MclIntosh or ‘Tosh’ as he was known to his
friends. baztoshor

Fond memories of
‘“Tosh’ recalled

Douglas McIntosh ‘Tosh’
27 May 1944 — 1 October
2009-10-13
On Friday 9 October folks
from all around the island
and beyond congregated at St
Molios Church in Shiskine for
the funeral service of Douglas

Mclntosh.

The elderly to teenagers
filled the church to capacity to
say farewell to “Tosh’.

Born in Turriff on 27 May
1944, Douglas spent his form-
ative years at a Quarriers
Home for Children in Bridge
of Weir.

Arriving on Arran as a teen-
ager, he was to spend the next
50 years of his life amongst
us.

He worked initially at High
Feorline and Tighanfreoch
farms and later gained perma-
nent employment in the garage
at Blackwaterfoot where own-
er Duncan Bannatyne was one
of'the main people responsible
for getting Tosh set up in his
own house.

Over the years he became a
well-known face in the Kin-
loch Hotel where owners Jan
and Lawrence Crawford, and
generations of staff, looked
after him.

Tosh suffered a stroke in
early September and received
excellent care from his local
surgery and at Arran War Me-

morial Hospital before finally
being transferred to Cross-
house Hospital in Kilmarnock
where he passed away on
October 1.

As stated at his service Tosh
may have arrived both into
the world and to Arran as a
somewhat lonely soul but on
leaving he left with one big
family.

The stories about Tosh will
be told for many years to
come.

From your ‘Freens’, Toshie;
goodbye.

Change of
speaker

Ken Currie was due to give
his talk entitled ‘Heritage in
America’ to the Arran Anti-
quarians on Monday 19 Oc-
tober but unfortunately Ken is
unwell and unable to attend.

At very short notice David
Aitcheson, our ‘resident ar-
chaeologist on Arran’, has
kindly agreed to give one of
his outstanding archaeology
talks.

It will take place at 2pm on
Monday in Brodick Hall.

Visitors and non-members
are very welcome.

ddaadadadaaaaadaaaaaaaaa
ddaaddadaadaadaaaaaaaaa

ddaadaadaadaadaaaaaaaaa
ddaadadadaadaadaadaaaaaa

ddaadadadaadaadaadaaaaaa
ddaadadadaadaadaadaaaaaa

The Conker

Cup
Kilmory Hall

Sunday 25th
October
2ish onwards

Nuts supplied
if vou don°t
have any

B.Y.O.H.B.
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The Arran Golfers Association celebrates

Next July the Arran Golfers
Association’s leading golf
competition, the Hope Cup,
will celebrate its centenary
year when it is played at Corrie
Golf Club.

The Hope Cup has become
the premier competition in
the island’s golfing calendar
as it sees the finest competing
against the very best.

To celebrate this significant
anniversary one of Arran’s
greatest golfers and the current
secretary of the association,
Dougie Macfarlane, has pro-
vided The Arran Banner with
a comprehensive history of the
association’s competitions.

‘Arran has produced some
remarkable golfers who have
all played a part in the Arran
Golfers Association’s prestig-
ious history,” said Dougie.

Donald Bell, Willie Kelso,
JC Reid, Willie Innes, Stevie
Bunyan, Dougie Macfarlane,
Nicol Auld, Jamie and Ross
Duncan, Gilbert and Ewan
McKinnon - the list literally

goes on with far too many
names to mention.

In 1906 the Arran Golf-
ers Association was founded
when a Mr Guy Spiers pre-
sented a trophy to the island
to hold an annual handicapped
competition.

All the island’s clubs joined
the association in order to or-
ganise the competition.

Those clubs were Lam-
lash, Brodick, Whiting Bay,
Machrie, Shiskine, Corrie,
Lenamhor, Corriecravie and
Kildonan.

During the past 100 years
the Arran Golfers Associa-
tion has amassed a number of
illustrious golf competitions
recognised in sporting circles
nationwide.

‘It is fantastic to see that the
association will be in good
hands in the future as the jun-
ior players are coming out in
large numbers for the island
competitions,’ said Dougie.

‘Hopefully the clubs will
continue to encourage them

The 2004 Hope Cup winners were Corrie Golf Club,
from left to right, Rab Logan, Gilbert and Ewan
McKinnon and John McConnachie. The two McKin-
non brothers have since secured their places as two
of Arran’s finest golfers. b27hop03

on an individual basis and we
will be celebrating the next
100 years playing the gentle-
man’s game on this wonderful
island where we really are
spoilt for choice with some
great courses of varying diffi-
culty to tantalise frustrate and
tease for many years to come.’

Guy Spiers Spring
Handicap

This was the first competition
and was won in 1906 by Mr D
Cook at Lochranza with an 87
less 18 net 69.

Apart from a five year break
during the First World War and
a six year break for the Second
World War, it has been played
every year since then.

The latest winner was Terry
Raeside who won at Corrie
with a splendid 65 less 9 net
56.

Hope Cup

In 1909 Mr Harry Hope from
Dunoon presented the associa-
tion with its second trophy and
in 2001 Eddie Cannon pre-
sented a runners-up award.

The Hope Cup has become
the premier competition in the
island’s golfing calendar. Lo-
chranza won it once in 1980,
Machrie twice, Corrie three
times, Shiskine five times
(including the first three in a
row), Whiting bay 15 times,
Lamlash 26 and Brodick with
a record 36 times.

The competition never ceas-
es to amaze with the high
standard of play and many
Arran golfers will have fond
memories of the competition.

Autumn Handicap,
Drumadoon Cup
The Association started an
autumn competition in 1926
to run alongside the spring
competition.

Due to a number of things
— like the Second World

The Whiting Bay team Nicol Auld Nell McKechnle, John Pennycott J amie
MacPherson and Malcolm Pennycott, won the Hope Cup in 2005. b26hop01

War - the records are a little
sketchy.

The first winner was Mr A
Baird in 1926 witha 78 less 15
net 63. In 1967 the Reverend
James Currie of Drumadoon
farm in Blackwaterfoot pre-
sented the association with
a trophy for the competition
and the first winner of that was
Jock Kelso in 1967 with a 76
less 20 net 56. Ian Bremner
has won the trophy a number
of times including an amaz-
ing hat trick of titles in 68, 69
and 83.

Thomson Cup
One of the most sought after
trophies, as well as the most
beautiful and valuable, this
cup was added to the fixtures
in 1939 by Mr Thomson of
London who wanted a match
play competition to take place
with the top 16 scores from
the Guy Spiers competition
competing for the prize.

The first recipient was JC
Robertson in 1939 and the

.

ARRAN HERITAGE MUSEUM

SCOTTISH CHARITY NUMBER SC002089
An ever-changing collection, in peace

ibition Room, Antique costume display,
and Homecomlng display.

The Islands Most inexpensive Four Star
“Must See Attraction”

Archives and Genealogy Service
(Wednesdays only, or by appointment)
Delicious meals and snacks
at Cafe Rosaburn (closed Tuesdays)

Rosaburn, Brodick Open daily 10.30 a.m.- 4.30 p.m.

J

Richard’s Bengal
Challenge Charity Dinner

Friday 6th November 2009 - Brambles seafood + grill
Auchrannie Resort, Isle of Arran

As Richard prepares for his
700kmicycle through West Bengal,
join him'for.an'evening of.fine food,

entertamment and 1undra|5|ng
L e ——

LA

Bubbly & Nibbles on Arrival

en ] 3 Course Dinner,
2 Maglc & Comedy = Raffle = ,ﬂmctlon
—_
In.suppnrt of |
Dr. Grahams Children’s Homes
7.30pm

- TEEEEEENSS———
Dress to Impress
Tickets £25
Available from Richard Small 07887 554035
Or from the Auchrannie Spa Shop
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late great JC Reid won it four
times with his great rival and
nemesis Willie Innes one be-
hind with three.

Duncan Trophy, winter
league
In 1981 Russell and Robbie
Duncan presented this cup on
behalf of the Duncan family to
form a Winter League that sees
five teams take part in groups
of eight.

Jim Henderson presented a

runners-up trophy in 1991.

The format began as eight
single matches but was
changed to a four-ball better-
ball in 1994.

Machrie and Whiting Bay
have won once each, Shiskine
twice, Brodick seven times
and are the present holders but
out in front by some way are
Lamlash with 16 titles. This
has become one of the most
enjoyable and sociable fixtures
in the calendar and with the

Willie Innes from Brod-
ick is just one of Arran’s
greatest golfers — he’s
been Champion of Cham-
pions three times. b28gol01
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100 years of golfing achievements . . .

young players coming through
itis getting harder to win each
year.

Champion of Champions
The association started the
Champion of Champions com-
petition in 1982, which sees
the seven club champions on
the island and the defending
champion playing for the
title.

Eddie Cannon donated a run-
ners up trophy in 2007.

This competition has become
as respected as the Hope Cup
and the standard of golf on
display defies belief at times.

Willie Innes won the first
three tournaments and Dougie
Macfarlane then won six of the
next seven - only losing once
to JC Reid on his home course
of Lamlash!

Dougie leads the titles with
nine while this year’s holder
Ewan McKinnon has four.
Nicol Auld and Willie Innes
have both won three while sur-
prisingly Stevie Bunyan has
only the one although he has
taken part in seven finals.

Junior Handicap

The Junior Handicap was
started in 1982 to run along
the same lines as the Guy
Spiers competition where the
eight top scorers compete for
a match play shield.

In 1992 Eddie Cannon added
a runners-up award for the
match play.

The first winner of the medal
shield was Murdo Henderson
with a 58 net and the latest

winner is young Michael
Macfarlane who was playing
in his first competition. The
match play was first won by
J Kerr after beating C Rae by
3and 1.

This year’s winner was Gre-
gor Adamson who defeated
Kyle Barbour in an all Brodick
final.

ghs

Young Jamie Duncan
was crowned Champion
of Champions in 2001. He
is pictured with Dougie
Macfarlane. bi2gol02

Seniors Handicap

In 1986 Mr McVicar of Lo-
chranza presented a trophy for
seniors with a qualifying age
of 60 that was reduced to 55 in
2001 and the first winner was
69-year-old J Bannatyne with
an 80 less 19 net 61 at Brodick
Golf Club.

Ken Western
Ken Western of Brodick who

serviced most of the island
club’s machinery presented
two Cups for a Greensome
pairs competition - one for net
and one for scratch with one
player of a high handicap and
one a low.

Like other competitions this
has become a great day out
with some pairs playing to-
gether each and every year
without fail.

The first winners were Eddie
Cannon and Euan McKinnon
who also won the scratch.

Kelso Cup

Willie Kelso of Shiskine gave
a cup to the juniors in 1997
with Eddie again providing a
runners-up award.

The format was to be the
same as the Hope Cup with
handicaps coming into play
in 2003.

This has become a very
successful competition and
the boys seem to really enjoy
playing in front of a crowd.

Some of them have gone on
to play in their club’s Hope
Cup teams.

Shiskine and Whiting Bay
have each won once, Lamlash
have five titles and Brodick
hold a slim lead on six which
includes this year’s sudden
death win over Lamlash.

Seniors Bowl
In April 2000 Mr K Kelsall
of Whiting Bay presented a
lovely crystal bowl for a sen-
ior’s team competition similar
to the Hope Cup.

The format was arranged by

-J.I. f Y

The Kelso Cup team in 1996 — Blair McGunnigle, Jamie Mur

SRR e i ﬁf

chie, Greg McCrae,

Lee Girbow, David Hamilton, Ross and Jamie Duncan and Callum McFadzean.

Whiting Bay to be four-ball
better-ball match play with
strokes but was changed in
2002 to a two-ball.

This was changed back the
next year to the preferred
four-ball format.

Lamlash won the first com-
petition and two in total while
Lochranza and Whiting Bay
have won one each but Brod-
ick have the most titles with
five wins.

Famous Grouse
There used to be a competi-

tion sponsored by Famous
Grouse whisky but they with-
drew their support in 2003
so the association decided
to hold club qualifiers along
a similar format with an an-
nual finals day for winners
and runners up from each
course.

The first winners were Eddie
Cannon and Ewan McKinnon
with 64.5.

Dougie Macfarlane Award
The most recent trophy was
presented this year to the

association by Dougie Mac-
farlane and is an award for
services to Arran golf rather
than an actual competition.

This is an annual award
that will be presented at each
year’s Hope Cup final with
the recipient being from the
home club.

This year the first winner
was the very popular Willie
Innes, and many more illus-
trious names will surely get
the recognition they deserve
for the effort put into golf on
Arran in the future.
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Ten years ago Lamlash were the winners of the Hope Cup. The team from left to
right was David Hamilton, Craig Young, Dan Bremner, Blair McGunnigle, Neil
Young and Dougie Macfarlane. b40gol02NO

Winners of the Hope Cup back in the late 1970s were Brodick Golf Club — Jimmy
Armit, Bobby McCrae, Stevie Bunyan and Willie Innes.
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Travels with

my wheelchair
on Arran 2009

John Glossop of Lancashire
has been a regular visitor to
Arran for 19 years. In June
1993 the Banner published
an article by John called
Travels with my Wheelchair.
Now wheelchair-user John
has contributed an update to
see what has changed for the
differently-abled visitor to the
island.

I enjoy your island more
and more. There have been
some changes and most of
the changes have been good
ones.

One of the things that has not
changed is the roads.

I am a wheelchair user and
spend a lot of time being rat-
tled and bumped about in the
back of a van. The charm of

driving on a rustic cart track
has now left me.

There is often something
new on Arran, this year beach
sculpture came to Whiting
Bay. I sat on the beachfront in
the evening sun with the dog.

It was good fun, but next year
I’ll bring the midge cream.

Damson is our canine com-
panion. She is a beautiful
black Labrador puppy and she
was about 15 weeks old at the
time. Every woman on the is-
land must have stroked her.

I am very pleased with the
number and quality of access
improvements. All over the
island there are schemes and
finished facilities that show
that you haven’t just put your
hand in your pocket but have
put in care and feeling.

All holidays have high points
but the very highest I’ve had
for some time was the trip
on the RIB (Rigid Inflatable
Boat) with Russell and Elspeth
Cheshire to Ailsa Craig. We
were kitted out and then we
were skipping across the sea in
a large and powerful boat.

There was very little spray,
but the wind in your face
made you laugh and smile.
There were a few birds at first,
but as we got nearer, the sky
became dark with thousands
of what appeared to be small
pterodactyls.

As we went round the island
we saw that the rock face rose
in a sheer wall that was cov-
ered in nesting birds gannets,
puffins and kittiwakes. It was
a strange eerie place and not

A sketch by J ohn S w1fe Pru Glossop - Bennan Head.

particularly warm. The only
sound was the birds wheeling
and crying overhead, and the
deserted island looked like
something out of Jurassic
Park.

I celebrated a joint 60th
birthday on Arran this year. It

started with a feast on the
foreshore in front of the house
with the sea as the backdrop
and Ailsa Craig in the dis-
tance.There were about 20
people, local and visitors.
After the dancing and as
the daylight faded away we

moved onto the beach and the
bonfire where marshmallows
were toasted (incinerated),
songs were sung, and drink
taken. Faces glowed in the
bonfire light, and everyone
seemed to be smiling. I’'m
glad I’'m 60.

Irene’s bright idea
continues to entertain

Though now into her 90" year,
Irene McNicol from Brodick
still keeps her interests in mu-
sic and drama going strong.
As a founding member of the
‘Arran Gilbert and Sullivan
Society’, Irene played the lead
of Yum Yum in the very first
‘Mikado’, before passing on
her musical talent to daughters
Ailsa and Ann, who both sang
with the fabulous folk group
“The Kilmory Girls’.
Although she no longer
‘treads the boards’ herself,
Irene thought up a great idea a
few years ago to give Arran’s

Scottish Field - £8.95

Isle of Arran - £6.99

The Cban Times - £6.99

£6.99
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oim all gog
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16371 568000
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older people an afternoon
tea/outing/concert, which also
raises some funds for Mon-
trose House in Brodick and
the Stronach Centre.
Residents of Kilmory village
have rallied around ever since,
providing their legendary
nosh-up in their hall.
Enthusiastic
After the disappointing
summer weather, this year’s
concert was blessed with a
nice sunny afternoon where
John Sillars welcomed the
large audience to a variety of
entertainment, which began
with the enthusiastic pupils of
Kilmory Primary, to whet the
appetite for more!
And ‘more’ the old folks
certainly got with poems from
Sheila Gilmore and Kirsty

McMaster, songs accompa-
nied on his ukulele by Kirsty’s
grandfather, Bill McLaughlin
and more songs from Jean
Bowden.

Jim Arnold then played a se-
lection of wartime favourites
on the his accordion and ended
by singing a requested music
hall song while accompanying
himself on the accordion.

Before the delicious baking
and tea was served, compere
John Sillars cheered everyone
with some more of his humor-
ous jokes.

Another enjoyable Kilmory
concert ended as the mini
buses drove the visitors back
to their homes around Arran.

A big thank you to Irene,
who sat at the front in her
wheelchair.

Arran Ceilidh Dance Group
begins new season

The 10 weekly sessions of the
Arran Ceilidh Dance Group

TABLE TOP SALE

SAT 24th OCT
2pm
£5 per table
To raise money for Kids
Halloween Party.
To book a table
phone 870345

Kilmory Public Hall

S5C028200

will begin again on Friday 16
October from 8pm until 10pm
in Corrie Hall and in Lamlash
Church Hall on Friday 23
October.

Dancers of all stages — old
timers, improvers, beginners
— are very welcome to attend.

All dances will be called and
demonstrated.

Come and bring a friend and
enjoy the music of first class
bands (on CD).

The annual dance will take
place in Corrie Village Hall on
Tuesday 29 December.
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Diana opens Arran

provisions

Diana, Princess of Wales,
charmed the people of Arran
on Wednesday on a visit to the
island to open the Arran Provi-
sions factory in Lamlash.

By 12.30pm more than 1,000
people had gathered outside
Arran Provisions’ Lamlash
factory while the 250 invited
guests, dressed to the nines,
had come from the special
marquee to see the princess
arrive.

Entering the factory with
founder and managing director
Tain Russell she next appeared
in a white coat and hat and
spent some 15 minutes mov-
ing down the production line
asking questions with staff.

‘She was a very charming
young lady which made it very
easy for me,’ said lain.

And she had fun too he said.
‘Right from the moment she
entered I said we had to put
these white coats on and I
took my jacket off and asked
if she wanted to do the same.
‘Well I’d love to’ she said to
me, ‘but I’ve got nothing on
underneath.”

First bottle bank

Arran’s first bottle bank will

be formally declared ready to
receive bottles at 3.30pm this
afternoon (Saturday).
Situated behind Curries in
Brodick, it represents the cul-
mination of eight months of
work by Alison Prince and the
Arran Recycling Company.

Bye bye Jak

An era ended last Sunday
night when Jak Milroy ‘re-
tired’ from presenting his hard
rock disco in the Ormidale
greenhouse.

Fifteen years of no nonsense
stomping music was famous
throughout the select circles
of British motorcyclists and
hirsute campers.

When asked how he man-
aged to keep control of so
many unruly crowds over the
years, including one guy who
lost his teeth on the dance
floor, Jak said: ‘Music hath
charms to sooth the savage
beast.’

New Post Office

‘office’

Brodick Post Office has
opened a ‘caller’s office’ for
undelivered mail and any
other queries or problems.

Access to the caller’s office
is through a gate to the left of
the post office door.

Princess Diana tells teacher Mrs Crawley that she’s
‘no spring chicken’ after one of the pupils asked Her
Royal Highness how old she was. bitwen

Arran Tourist
Board co 1td!

The Arran Tourist board is to
become a company limited by
guarantee.

This was a move put for-
ward — and passed without a
murmur — at their AGM in the
Kinloch Hotel last week.

And the reason?

So that the members will not
find themselves liable to what,
based on forward projections,
could be mounting debts.

For sale

Drimla Lodge, Kildonan.
Large colonial style detached
villa on the seafront. set in ap-
proximately three to four acres
of ground.

Compromising: lounge, liv-
ing room, dining room, six
bedrooms, two bathrooms,
separate w.c, kitchen, linen
cupboard, large attic and base-
ment.

The property is surrounded
by balconies and a tower
to the front has two further
bedrooms.

Offers over £90,000.

Right: Where did you get
those pantaloons,
exclaims Lady Jean
Fforde to clown Stuart
Gough at Kilmory fete
last Saturday. vetweos

e i

b Wi
-

-

3 oty

Jack Lennox, Ralston Green and Dave Warwick with
the new Arran Coaches bus. baztweos

The ladies of ‘Nags Bags’ pulled a tractor through
Whiting Bay to raise money for the British Heart
Foundation last Saturday. bsztweos

Served Daily from 6pm - 9pm Saturdays and Sundays from 12.30pm till 2pm

Malt Whiskies Children Welcome

TheGoffee Pot

Golf Course Rd, Whiting Bay
Tel: 700393

Eat alfresco in our seafront garden

Tuesday - Pop Quiz (suits all ages) - 10pm
Wednsday - Country/ Blues Session - 9.30pm

s =

Paintings & Prints by Shiela Findlay on display
Delicious Snacks & Light Meals. Homebaking always available

Opening hours 10am — Spm. Last food orders 4pm

Thursday- General Knowledge quiz - 10pm
Saturday- Over 21s Disco - 10pm

Real Ale (Recommended CAMRA Good Beer Guide)

Closed Sunday




14 THE ARRAN BANNER, Saturday, 17 October, 2009

First responders celebrate landmark mllestone In style

Arran’
Social

E-mail: editor@arranbanner.co.uk
Web: www.arranbanner.co.uk  Tel: 01770 302142

Seene

To buy photos, contact the Arran Banner office on 01770 302142

The group were being recognised for an astonishing 50,000

hours of continuous ambulance service

A special celebration was held
in the Lochranza distillery
last week as the North Arran
First Responder Association
marked a monumental mile-
stone in their seven-year his-
tory.

The group were being rec-
ognised by the Scottish Am-
bulance Service for an as-
tonishing 50,000 hours of
continuous service.

Arran’s group are the only
first responders in the country

to achieve this distinction.
The emergency volunteers
gathered at the distillery on
Tuesday night to be presented
with certificates by the gen-
eral manager of the southwest
Scottish Ambulance Service,
Darren Mochrie.
Councillors

As well as Darren, Bryce
Herbert the relief area service
manager and Vicki Moyes,
community resuscitation of-
ficer were present.

Gemma Blythe with baby Shaila, the daughter of

local paramedic Emma Campbell.

Gillian Langley, Lochranza’s community councillor,
with Councillor Margie Currie.

Also invited were councillor
Margie Currie and community
councillor Gillian Langley
who have both been great
supporters of the emergency
volunteers.

Local paramedic Emma
Campbell was also there with
her seven-week-old baby,
Shaila.

Emma has been largely re-
sponsible for the ongoing
training of the unit for about
three years.

www.arranbanner.co.uk

Flrst responder Stuart Blake of Lochranza with
ambulance general manager, Darren Mochrie.

Cottages (&) Castles

Arran’s largest holiday
letting agency

Tel: 01738 451610
www.cottages-and-castles.co.uk

and THE ARRAN TEAM,

Arran’s own property management specialists
Tel: 0845 459 9968 Email: help@thearranteam.co.uk www.thearranteam.co.uk

If you think you know then post your
answer on the website
www.arranbanner.co.uk
Or email us at:
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

Last week Archie was sitting by the postbox at the
Machrie roadend. The east coast of England was a
clear winner, with Janette Beggs of Durham just pip-
ping Rob Nixon of Whitley Bay. Barry Dobson beat wife
Michelle by 48 minutes, and Judith, Stuart and Shep
weren’t far behind. This week Archie is behind the rail-
ings, but where is that green shack?  b42arc01
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Bird Notes - The Weather

By Jim Cassels

Weather, a major talking point
for humans, can be a matter of
life or death for birds.

The weather influences the
timing of bird migration.

This year, March had twice
as much rain as February but a
dry settled spell from the 17"
to the 23" seemed to encour-
age the arrival of the spring
migrants.

April had a few dry spells,
but overall the month had
more rain than March.

With the wind mainly from
southerly directions, the sum-
mer migrants arrived gener-
ally a few days earlier than
last year.

Influences

The weather influences the
timing of breeding. In com-
parison with May 2008, May
2009 was cooler and wetter.

This may have delayed the
timing of the breeding of
some of our summer visitors.
In particular house martins
and swallows seem to have
been later in establishing their
nests.

The weather influences the
success of breeding. The cold
northerly winds in June and
heavy rain in both July and
August may have had an

Weather plays a hug

impact on the poor breeding
records for some of our rap-
tors.

It is because weather has
such a marked impact on the
lives of birds that the Arran
Natural History Society in
their 2009 bird report would
like to include weather data.
Not just the data from one
weather station but, knowing
that the weather does vary

across the island, the data from
a range of weather stations
across Arran.
Records

If you are keeping records of
the weather where you live on
Arran and would like to share
these records with me for
inclusion in the ‘Arran Bird
Report for 2009’ I would like
to hear from you.

Enjoy your birding.

e part in the life of birds.

Please send any bird notes
with ‘what, when, where’ to
me at Kilpatrick Kennels,
Kilpatrick, Blackwaterfoot,
KA27 8EY, or € mail me at
james.cassels@virgin.net.

I look forward to hearing
from you. For more informa-
tion on birding on Arran pur-
chase the ‘Arran Bird Report
2008’ and visit this website
www.arranbirding.co.uk.

It’s time to prepare your garden
for the Arran winter

Bob McCaw advises Arran
gardeners how to prepare for
winter

With the first frosts of winter
approaching, it is time to lift
any half hardy fuchsia plants
that you want for next year,
pot them up, reduce water,
cut back their stems by 50
percent and keep them in a
cool, frost free environment
until spring.

Dahlias should also be lifted
and allowed to dry out for
a few days. The main stem
should be cut back to between
12 and 15 centimetres, la-
belled with type, variety and
colour.

Excess soil should be care-
fully removed from the tubers
and a dusting of Flowers of
Sulphur applied before storing
them in a box or tray of dry
peat in a cool, dark frost-free
place.

Check them every few weeks
to see that none of the tu-
bers are rotting as this could
spread through the boxes.
They should be restarted at the
beginning of March.

Also during October rose
bushes should be pruned back
by approximately 33 percent,
this is to prevent the bush from
rocking about in strong winds
of winter as they can be dam-
aged at the graft.

.

Dahlias should be lifted and allowed to dry.

Now that vegetables have
been harvested it is now time
to prepare the plots for next
year.

Single digging is hard work
but is by far the best. This
involves digging to a single
spade depth and is sufficient
for most crops.

Firstly dig out a trench or
spit and barrow it to the far
end of your plot and leave it
— this will be used to fill in
your final trench.

Now fill in the trench with
well-rotted farmyard manure
with preferably a high straw
content.

This is rich in nutrients and
encourages earthworms, which
help to aerate the soil. Now
cover the manure with the

soil from the next trench and
again fill it with manure. Re-
peat this process until the plot
is completed. If you roughly
level and break up large sods
as you dig, this will save you
time later on.

You can also turn in compost,
leaves and annual weeds but
remove any perennial roots
as you go.

Digging is best done in short
spells, but only do what you
can in the time available com-
fortably, do not overstretch
yourself by doing too much
in one day.

Try to divide the work into
manageable sessions and
never dig in wet or frosty
conditions.

Robert McCaw

Musical evening at
Whiting Bay Hall

George McCormack has sent The Arran Banner a report on
the recent grand musical evening in Whiting Bay Hall.

As an event to raise funds for the hall we were very fortunate
to have present a very talented group of entertainers whose
musical ability gave us a really memorable evening.

The programme commenced with the very moving singing
of'songs of the 60s — “The Sound of Silence’ and ‘The Streets
of London’ sung by the group Ain’t Misbehavin.

A very smartly turned out Arran Brass followed on with a
well played musical selection.

Pat Eyres entertained with two pieces, one her own compo-
sition and her second, a very sweet rendition of ‘Scarborough
Fair’. Each piece was self accompanied on the guitar.

The music came north again with Ain’t Misbehavin giving
us “Ye Banks and Braes o’ Bonny Doon’, ‘My Love is Like
a Red, Red Rose’, and ‘Dream Angus’, a performance very
difficult to follow but Arran Brass managed it with their
Skirl sing-a-long which got the audience alive as they sang
a collection of well-known Scots songs.

Ain’t Misbehavin got the second half going with four songs
from the shows: ‘No Business Like Show Business’, ‘Oh
What a Beautiful Morning’, ‘I Hear Music’, and ‘Edelweiss’
which were well sung and much appreciated.

What a pleasure was in store when the group Vivace, con-
ducted by Tony Smith, sang to us in Latin the song ‘Maria
Mater Gratiae’ and the Irish song about Carrickfergus.

Arran Brass then gave a very rousing ‘Pase Doble’ and John
Cruickshank and Isobel Thomson entertained with three duets
with a beautiful interpretation of ‘Memories of Love’.

Ain’t Misbehavin closed the evening with three of their
favourite pieces: ‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band’, “Moon River’
and “You Raise Me Up’.

Moira told us a little of Whiting Bay hall’s history and
stresses that it was to the village’s advantage that such a
building was available for our us.

Finally no musical evening is complete without top class
accompaniment so on behalf of the artistes and audience
a bug thank you to Douglas and Diana Hamilton for their
excellent professionalism. GM

A LIGHTHOUSE
ODYSSEY IN DRKNEY.
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EVERYDAY

Brodick Castle,Gardens & Country Park

Trout fishing

Hawk Walks

Fitness Assesments, Gym Induction, Personal Training
Arran Heritage Museum, Rosaburn, Brodick

WHAT'S ON...

WEDNESDAY 21st OCTOBER

11am - 4pm

Loch Garbad, Boat or Bank
Lamlash

Auchrannie Spa & Gym
10.30am - 4.30pm

SATURDAY 17th OCTOBER

Blackwaterfoot Junior Football

Karate

Family Games Kids & Adults

Fun in the Spa Pool

Over 21s Disco

Lamlash Bowling Club, Rink Game
Whiting Bay Bowling Club, Rink Game
Arran Dancers (4 years and up)

Quiz

Stewart and Mary’s Wedding

SUNDAY 18th OCTOBER

Alcoholics Anonymous

Family Games Kids & Adults

Fun in the Spa Pool

Arran Fiddle Club- Childrens Classes
Corrie Film Club ‘Tokyo Sonata’
Folk Session

MONDAY 19th OCTOBER

Senior Fitness

Over 50’s Badminton

Badminton

Cardiac Rehab

Circuit Training

Citizens Advice

AB Attack

Aerobics Class

Weight Wise

Ladies Netball

Lamlash Bowling Club Rink Game
Whiting Bay Bowling Club, Rink Game
Quiz Night

Arran Junior Football Club Coaching & Games
Lamlash Bridge Club

Antiquarians “Heritage in America”
Kickboxing

TUESDAY 20th OCTOBER

Lochranza Swimming Club
Legs Bums & Tums
Army Cadets

Pop Quiz

Alcoholics Anonymous
Citizens Advice
Pulmonary Rehab

Open Music Session
Indoor Bowling

Junior Hockey Club
Brodick Toddler Group
Body Conditioning Class
Youth Club

Senior Fitness

Step Aerobics

Rotary Club

Motocross Practice
Scottish Country Dancing
Winter Bowling

Coaching, 10.30am - noon

Auchrannie Games Hall, 11.30am - 12.30pm
Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm - 4pm
Auchrannie Pool, 4pm - Spm

The Ormidale Hotel, 10pm

2pm

2.30pm

Arran High School, 10am

Catacol Bay Hotel 8.30pm

Pilling - 2pm

St Margarets Church, Whiting Bay, 4.30pm
Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm - 4pm
Auchrannie Pool, 4pm - Spm

Library Annexe, 1.45pm

Corrie and Sannox Village Hall 8.00pm
Ormidale Hotel, 9pm

Auchrannie 10am & 11am (Gym)
Lochranza Village Hall 2pm - 4pm
Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm

Auchrannie Gym 12.30pm - 2pm
Auchrannie Spa, 6pm - 7.15pm (Gym)
Open 10am - 2pm

KA Leisure, fitness suite 6.30pm - 6.50pm
KA Leisure, dance studio,6pm - 7pm
Hospital Bungalow, Spm - 5.30pm

High School Sports Hall - Seniors 8pm - 9pm
6.30pm

6.30pm

Eden Lodge Hotel Whiting Bay, 9.30pm
Ormidale Park, 6pm

Lamlash Golf Clubhouse, 7.15pm
Brodick Hall, 2pm

KA Leisure, dance studio, 7pm - 8.30pm

Kinloch 11am - 12pm

Auchrannie Spa 6pm - 7pm (Studio)
Auchrannie Road, 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Ormidale Hotel, 10pm

Brodick Church Hall - 2pm

Open 10am - 2pm 4 - 6pm (Appointment Only)

Auchrannie Gym 12pm - 1pm (Gym)
Catacol Bay Hotel, 8.30pm
Auchrannie Hall, 7pm

Ormidale Pavillion, 6-7pm

Church Hall, 10am - 12pm

KA Leisure, dance studio 6pm - 7pm
Kildonan Hall - 6pm

Auchrannie, 10am - 11am
Auchrannie Gym, 7pm - 8pm
Glencloy Suite, Auchrannie 7.15pm
Southbank Farm track, 6pm - 7.30pm
Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm
Auchrannie, 7pm

Hockey

Core Strength

Jnr Rugby Training

Aquafizz

Circuit Training

Arran Heritage Museum Archives & Genealogy
Kickboxing

Alcoholics Anonymous

Arran Rugby Club Seniors Training
Arran Brass Rehearsal

Selt Making Class

Lamlash Bowling Club, Rink Game
Whiting Bay Bowling Club, Rink Game
Beavers

Yogalates

Pre school Music & Drama Classes
Healing Rooms

Elderly Persons Forum

Friends of Brodick Castle

THURSDAY 22nd OCTOBER

Senior Fitness

General Knowledge Quiz
Citizens Advice

Lochranza Craft Club
Coffee Morning

Cardiac Rehab

Table Tennis

Legs, Bums & Tums Class
Indoor Bowling

Cricket Practice

Smoking Cessation Group
Brodick Embroidery Group
Youth Club

Cubs

The Wee Blether

Brodick Bridge Club
Junior Scottish Country Dancing (P3 - P7)
Winter Bowling

Scouts

FRIDAY 23rd OCTOBER

Arran Pipe Band Practice
Aquafizz

Citizens Advice

Quiz

Over 21’s Disco

Yogalates

Street Dance

Seniors Badminton ( Over 50s)
Arran Ceilidh Dance Group
Open Folk Session

SATURDAY 24th OCTOBER
Table Top Sale

Coffee Morning

Over 21s Disco

To appear in Whats On telephone the

Arran Banner 01770 302142

Auchrannie Hall, 7pm - 8pm (Games Hall)
Auchrannie 5.30 - 6pm

P4 - S4 Ormidale Park, 6pm- 7.15pm
Auchrannie Hotel, 9.45am - 10.30am (Hotel Pool)
Auchrannie, 6pm - 7.15pm (Gym)

10.30 - 12.30pm & 1.30 - 3.30pm

KA Leisure, dance studio, 7pm - 8.30pm
Lamlash Church Hall - 7.30pm- 9pm
Ormidale Park, 7.30pm

Whiting Bay Hall 7.15pm

Shipfield, Lamlash, 10am - 4pm

6.30pm

6.30pm

High School, Lamlash 6.15pm - 7.15pm
Auchrannie Gym, 10am - 11am

Auchrannie Dance Studio, Various Time
High School, 7.30pm -9pm

Ormidale Pavilion, 11am

Castle, 7.30pm

Auchrannie 10am - 11am

The Ormidale Hotel, 10pm

Open 10am - 2pm

Hall, 2pm

St Molios Church 10.30am - 12pm
Auchrannie Gym 2pm - 3pm
Kildonan Hall, 3pm - 5pm

KA Leisure, gameshall, 6.30pm - 7.15pm
Auchrannie Hall 7pm

Sannox Oval, 6pm

Ormidale Pavilion, 11am - 12pm
Brodick Llbrary 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Youth Cabin, Lamlash 7-9pm
Shiskine Hall 6.30-8pm

Whiting Bay Hall, 11.30am - 1.30pm
Ormidale Pavilion 7.15pm

Lamlash Church Hall, 6pm - 7pm
Auchrannie, 7pm

Shiskine Hall 8-9.30pm

Brodick Hall, 7.30pm

Auchrannie Pool, 9.45am - 10.30am
Open 10am - 2pm

Whiting Bay Golf Club, 9pm

The Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Auchrannie Gym, 10am - 11am
Auchrannie Gym,7pm - 8pm
Auchraannie Sports Hall, 2pm
Lamlash Church Hall, 8pm - 10pm
Eden Lodge - 9.30pm

Kilmory Hall, 2pm
Lamlash Primary School Hall - 10.30am - 2.30pm
The Ormidale Hotel - 10pm




www.arranbanner.co.uk

BANNEH

THE ARRAN BANNER, Saturday, 17 October, 2009 17

.

TO LET

2 Bedroom house in Brodick
£450 + council tax per month

Apply in writing to Box No 152

Long Let Available

2 bedroom cottage in Lamlash

Quiet location, close to all amenities.

£525 per month including council tax.

Tel 07704348619

Change of plans -
reason for advert

LONG LET
North End

2 bed cottage
Access by
farm road.

Suit working couple/
single person.
Refs required.

Sorry no
smoking/pets.

Apply to Arran Banner
Box No 147

LOOKING FOR
anew home?

THE ARRAN

BANNER

Telz (01770) 302182
Foxz [01770) 302021

Accommodation Required

for single female.
(Arran resident)

Unfurnished let preferred
Apply to Arran Banner Box No 151

WINTER LET

SHISKINE AREA

3 bedrooms
Available from end of October

Tel 07815718897

Pre-Sale Valuations
Call: 01770-302139

.ARRAN

® PROPERTY
i . =

I i a1 £ . Excellent Op-
Pk ril % Al g POTILNILY 1O
m couple i W purchase a

- | stone bult cot-
tage, workshop,
bothy, building plot & outbuild-
ings. Spectacular sea and country-
side views, Situated in the quiet
village of Sliddery.

din

Fi'H
Wi CIFCH

Wanted! Winter Lets 3/4 Bedroom house Brodick

Wanted ! long Let 1/2 Bedroom
Lamlash/Brodick/Whiting Bay

| Girightmove... -!@m"_ﬁ'“ﬁ;mi A.LRRAN

UKpropertyshop.co.uk .' PROPERTY

| mwmmdiﬁgw

§¢ mu mugsl tisal |

UpMyStres!  thelondonpaper com

BANNER

auchrannie job vacancies

we are currently recruiting for
country club sales and marketing manager
fixed term contract, previous sales & marketing
experience essential with a proven track record.
excellent software and design experience essential.

accounts manager
full time vacancy for the right candidate with
excellent accounting, ledger, payroll, cash book,
and vat experience. managing a team for effective
bookkeeping & control systems in a complex
and progressive accounts environment.

excellent package.

cruize restaurant floor manager
effective team leader required to assist the restaurant
manager in the day to day running of a very busy
restaurant. must have previous supervisory
experience, excellent customer care skills essential.

attractive terms & conditions including leisure club membership

please apply on-line to
www.auchranniejobs.co.uk

ECRUITMENT

Craigielea Care Home
Whiting Bay
(Carer-Part-Time ) (Carer -Bank Staff)

Experience not necessary
as training will be given

For more info, please contact Judy
Tel.01770 700245

Exciting New Opportunity

Catering Lease for
Shiskine Golf & Tennis Club

We are seeking applications from interested
parties to take on the catering lease
for our New Clubhouse from Spring 2010.

The successful applicant will be responsible for the entire
catering facilities on a self-employed basis.

Please contact Club Secretary in the first instance for
more information on 01770 860226 or 01770 860548

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION
AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Applications listed below together with the plans and other documents
submitted with them may be examined at Legal and Protective Services,
Cunninghame House, Irvine between the hours of 9.00am and 4.45pm on
weekdays (4.30pm Fridays) excepting Saturdays and Public Holidays or at
www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk
Written representations may be made to the Assistant Chief Executive (Legal
and Protective Services) at the address below by 6th November 2009. Any
representations received will be open to public view.
*and at The Council Offices, Lamlash

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008

Notice of application to be published under regulation 20(1)

Application No: 09/00638/PP Address: Chelan, Pirnmill, Brodick, Isle Of
Arran KA27 8HP Proposed Development: Erection of conservatory

to side of detached dwelling house
M

NORTH AYRSHIRE

cCouNCIL

Elma Murray

Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE

KA12 8EE

BANNER BANNER

RECRUITMENT RECRUITMEN

BANNER BANNER

RECRUITMENT RECRUITMEN

STOREMAN/YARD ATTENDANT

Applicants will require to have a sound knowledge of
building materials and components, and be able to deal
with sales to the general public.

Previous experience with forklift would be beneficial.
Applications in writing please with CV to:

John Thomson Construction Ltd
Park Terrace
Lamlash

Isle of Arran
KA27 8NB

Annual General

Meeting of
Lochranza TR e of Aren
& Catacol e é‘ST
Village Hall AGM
shall be held in the Tuesday 3rd
November

lesser hall at 7.30pm
on Tuesday 3rd
November 2009.
All welcome.

Argyll College,Arran
High School Campus

at 7.00pm

BANNER BANNER

PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES
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BUILDING & LANDSCAPING

FUEL SUPPLIERS

FERGUSON
BuILDINGE 4

LANDSCAPING

Thinking of improving
your home?
From general tidy up to full building

requirements including patios, decking,
fences and gates, grass cutting and hedge
trimming.

Consider it innovative & creative
Call today for a free quote
Robert Ferguson Building & Landscaping
Tel: 01770 860787 Mob: 07795633519

o
o . X
- ———

ARRAN WOODFUELS

Firewoed Logs
Wood Chips
Wood Pellets
Stoves & Boilers
Grant Ald Advice

wwnw.arranwoodfuels.co.uk
Tel: 01770 870 207

MERC VITO VAN
1710 CDI

W Reg (2000) Metallic silver, electric windows, alloy wheels.
Recently serviced and undersealed. MOT and Taxed

Telep
01770 600810 or
Mob: 07979 416372

hone:

£1500

1995 VW

Future

Telephone: 01

7 months MOT, 7 months Tax, Black, FSH, Ex
con inside and out,

Mob 07983624634

CORRADO

Classic.

770 860411 or

£1700 o.n.o.

T

"

BMW 7281 SE

01770 860302

“W” Reg 2000 49000 miles.
Satnav, TV and Telephone.
New brakes,discs and tyres all round.

Telephone:

FORD RANGER XLT 4X4 TWIN CAB PICKUP

2005, 4500 miles, TAX 3/2010,
MOT 12/2009 full service history,

very good condition.

Telephone:
01770 870371

O.VoN.0.

£5500 o.n.o.

DISCO JOINERS
IAN

NEED THE PARTY TO GO WATSON £4950
WITH A BANGZ.., JOINERY
THE X' FACTORY
MOBILE DISCO HOME AND HOTEL oty e —=
Mobile DJ for parties, weddings MAINTENANCE
or band support. Friendly Reliable Service

Ceilidh dances or theme events
also catered for.

Full sound system and lighting
Music for all tastes and ages

Call the X’ Men 0n 01770 830615

DECORATORS

Stevie’s Decor

Painting and
Decorating
Interior and Exterior
Free Estimates

Tel: Stevie Newall

01770 600168
Mobile 07901592922

MG

Interior & Exterior
Decorators

Specialist &
Weatherproof
Exterior coatings
Free Estimates

Free Estimates.

Tel; 01770 700 697
Mobile: 0771 953 4290

Email: ian.watson93@yahoo.co.uk

PLASTERERS

Tain
Murchie

Plastering
Taping and Coving

Roughcasting and
Cement work
Slating and Roof work
Floor and Wall Tiling

01770 600331

ROOFING

Tel Mark Gardiner

01770 850276
Mob 07798890502

FULTON

decorators

Your Loca
Decorator

See our main Advert on page 2

BOND

ROOFING LTD
The Flat Roof
Specialists
Telephone
01560 600665
Island References
Available
Fenwick, Ayrshire,
KA36EY

TAXIS

FORD MONDEO LX TDCI

5 Doors Hatchback, Electric Doors Mirrors, Front
Electric Windows, 2 New Front Tyres, 2005, MOT

6 months, Insurance Group 9,
FULL SERVICE HISTORY.

Telephone:
07955120180/
07925609400 (Arran)

£3900

WHITE GOODS

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

INDESIT Matching fridge and
freezer. Silver, as new £150 Tel
07771610379

TRICITY COOKER. 4 ring
500mm with grill and ove.. Also
extractor hood both in good work-
ing condition. £50 complete. Tel
07900547601

HOTPOINT CREDA cooker.
Double oven Flat ceramic hob. 2
yrs old. £275 Tel 860784

EQUESTRIAN

SMALLBALES of hay and straw.
Tel 870355 or 07789200943

KITTENS

READY SOON. Needing pa-
tient and loving homes. Vacci-
nated/neutered/microchipped. Tel
820611 evenings.

MISCELLANEOUS
CHINA CABINET £40. Good
con Tel 860784

BRANDSHAW blades, various
sizes, Tel 600238

WALL AND FLOOR TILING

TANIS
100417

J. HUTTON
Quality Wall

And Floor Tiling
Indoor and Out

Ceramic, Porcelain, Natural
Stone, Mosaic

For prompt service

Telephone
07821915500

YAMAHA DGX-505 Portable
Grand Electric Keyboard with
stand, manual and Windows
compatible CD-ROM.VGC £420.
Tel 600458

BICYCLES

BOYS BIKE. Suit age range 8-
13. ‘Excel Confuzion’, British
made, Dual Suspension (seat and
forks), 21 gears, dark green with
complete decals. Virtually new
condition. Must be seen £35

Tel 600287

WANTED

MOTORCYCLE trailer or box
trailer minimum 8ft long. Tel
303694

STORAGE SPACE for small
touring caravan near Lamlash
willing to pay. Tel: Rachel and
Mark 600394

SERVICETO
PROMOTE?

BIIWNER]

Tl 01770 003142

Golf success 20 years
on for Kevin

Kevin Jackson of Whiting
Bay appeared in last week’s
Banner on the ‘20 years ago’
page winning the Arran junior
golf championship at just 12
years old.

Having been away from
the island for some time, he
returned this summer and car-
ried on his winning ways by
picking up the Whiting Bay
Open championship in July.

As a youngster Kevin en-
joyed considerable success on
the golf course, winning the
Daily Telegraph junior trophy
in 1989 and 1990, and lifting
his first senior trophy at 17
years old in 1994,

Kevin Jackson with the

Now it looks as though his ~ Whiting Bay Open Bar
name may be appearing regu-  L.den cup and the Royal
larly again in the Banner golf =~ Bank of Scotland cup in
reports. July.  p4zkevor

Brodick Bridge Club

The results from last Thursday were as follows: N/S 1 Alison
Bilsland and Elaine Duncan +370, 2 Jean Barclay and Morag
Gardner —810, 3 Isabel McArthur and Elizabeth McKellar
—1710. E/W 1 Evelyn Sillars and Margaret McGill +3100, 2
Janie McClure and Anne McKelvie +2430, 3 Helen Boyd and
Trish Martin +2320.

Lamlash Bridge Club

The results from Monday were as follows: N/S 1 A Bilsland
and T Martin +4420, 2 I McArthur and E McKellar +2310,
3 H Boyd and E Robertson +1610. E/W 1 J Barclay and J
McArthur —430, 2 M and V Iutz —680, 3 J and J Beattie -960
and M Macgill and E Jones —960.

Halloween lunch for
Red Cross service

The annual Halloween lunch in aid of the transport and escort
service of the British Red Cross will be held on Thursday
October 29 at the Kinloch Hotel.

There will be entertainers, a raffle and a tombola.

This is a very popular event to support the invaluable island
service taking patients to their hospital appointments. Tickets
are available from the Book and Card Centre.
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CHURCH NOTICES

ARRAN FREE CHURCH
OF SCOTLAND
Sunday 18 October
(Church is on the road
between Machrie & Blackwa-
terfoot)

Shiskine 11am
Sunday School meets in the
Church Hall
Brodick 7pm (Church is
behind Post Office)
Rev David Karoon
All welcome

HOLY CROSS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Vigil Mass: 7.30pm
Sunday Morning Mass 11am

WHITING BAY AND
KILDONAN CHURCH
Sunday 18 October
Worship will be led by the
minister, Rev Elizabeth
Watson at 10.30am
The service will include the
sacrament of baptism, with
the baptism of Lewis, son of
Mark and Julie Hutchison of
Australia.

Tea and coffee will be served
in the Transept after the
service and there will be a
sale of Traidcraft goods and
cards.

At 6.30pm in the Church
transept, there will be an
informal evening service of
praise and discussion.
All welcome

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL
CHURCH
(in full communion with
the Church of England)
St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay.
Sunday 18 October
Holy Communion, 11am.
Revd Paul Fletcher
Coffee after service
Wednesday 21 October
Holy Communion, 12.15

pm.
All Welcome.

CHURCH OF
SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with
Lamlash
“A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share”
Sunday 18 October
Rev. Gillean Maclean
Kilmory 10am
Mairi Duff
Lamlash 11.30am
Tan Watt
In both churches: All
Welcome. including
families; children’s area

ARRAN FREE CHURCH
OF SCOTLAND
(continuing)
Sunday 18 October
1lam
Trust Housing Lounge,
Glen Estate,Brodick
Evening Service, 7pm
5 Glen Road,Brodick

Prayer Meeting
Wednesday 21st,7pm
Rev.D.Macleod
All welcome

ARRAN BAPTIST
CHURCH.
Ormidale Pavilion
Brodick.
Sunday 18 October
10.45am Communion
Tea and coffee from
11.20am
11.30am For all the
family
Speaker: Rev Willie
Wright
Everyone very welcome

CHURCH OF
SCOTLAND
North Arran: Brodick,
Corrie, Lochranza,
Pirnmill and Shiskine.
Independent but
working together.
Minister
Rev Angus Adamson.
Parish Asst
Mrs Jean Hunter.
Worship will be conducted
in the above churches
at the following times. to
which all are invited -
Families, young people and
children welcome
Sunday 18 October
Brodick Church, 10.30am
Corrie Church, 12pm
Lochranza, 9.30am
Pirnmill, 10.45am
Shiskine Church, 12pm
A service of Worship will
also be held in Montrose
House at
1.30pm

and Kenneth, and a proud grand-
father of his eight grandchildren
and one great grandchild. Funeral
Service at Lamlash Cemetery on
Friday, 16th October at 1.15pm to
which all relatives and friends are
invited. No flowers please, but if
desired, donations to the Marie
Curie Foundation.

I
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

SMITH

The Family of Robert A. Smith,
Soval Lodge, Blackwaterfoot,
wishes to sincerely thank rela-
tives, friends and neighbours for
kind expressions of sympathy and
support during their recent sad
bereavement.

PARKINSON,

Mary Ferguson

Nan and the family would like
to thank everyone who attended
the funeral service and sent cards
and flowers; all those at Lamlash
Hospital, Montrose House, Co-
oriedoon and Lamlash Medical
Practice who looked after Mary
so well, and her many friends for
their care, comfort & support.

Arran Golfers
Association
Up and coming events:

Saturday 24 October, Arran
Grouse finals at Machrie Bay from
Ipm. Sunday 1 November, the first
round of matches in Duncan Tro-
phy/Winter league 2009/2010 will
take place at Machrie Bay Golf
Club. It was originally to be played
at Shiskine but due to a mix up in
dates Shiskine and Machrie have
swapped months. Draw: Machrie
v Lamlash 8.30am, Whiting Bay v
Brodick 9.20am, Corrie v Shiskine
11.50am.

Lamlash Golf Club

Ladies: Wednesday 7 October, the
October Medal, stroke-play, CSS 67.
A good few enjoyed a decent
Wednesday afternoon game

PERSONALS
Diamond Wedding «Happg ZBir’Thdag
Anniversary _
Jim & Margaret Maffy 21, {1gain!
Alexander [

|7

L
A 4

of golf especially: 1 Eliza-
beth Ross 86-19=67, 2 Eliza-
beth Sinclair 82-15=67, Scratch
was won by B J Livingsone 79.
One mishap, after complet-
ing the first nine holes and
with a good score at that point,
Sheena Murchie’s wheel came
off her trolley, hobbling over the
10 and veering to one side up,
along and down the triangle a good
challenge in itself. She managed to
complete the course.

Gents: Thursday 8 October, front
nine competition, 16 played in very
good conditions.

Scratch Iain Murchie 34, 1 I Mur-
chie 34-1.5=32.5, 2 W O’Connor
43-10.5=32.5,

3 N MclIntyre 38-4.5=33.5. There
were no magic twos.

Sunday 11 October,
Stableford, only six played in
ideal conditions. Scratch L Girbow
75, 1 C MacEachen 38 points, 2 W
O’Connor 34 points. There was one
magic two by C MacEachen.

Fixtures: Thursday 15 and 22
October, back nine competition.
Sunday 18 October, Glenburn Cup
at 1lam.

Whiting Bay Golf Club

Ladies: Congratulations to Mar-
garet Auld who won this month’s
monthly medal with a net 63! Sec-
ond place went to Jean Davidson
who just pipped Viv Parks to the
post on the better inward half with
a net 68. Don’t forget, for those
of you able to play next Saturday
- we have a mixed foursomes at
midday. Please find a partner and
come along on the day.

scratch with 77 and there were no
magic twos.

Fixtures: Saturday 17 October,
Mixed Fours Salver at 12pm. Sun-
day 18 October, Hamilton Salver.
Sunday 25 October, Taylor Trophy,
Greensome, one draw for partners
at 1lam.

Brodick Golf Club

Ladies: Tuesday 6 October, the
October Medal, CSS 67. Silver:
1 Carole Stewart (17)67, 2 Liz
Sinclair (15)68, 3 Brenda Living-
stone (7)72. Bronze: 1 Gege Kro-
ner (27)76, 2 Trish Martin (26)76, 3
Celia Butler (33)80. Scratch Bren-
da Livingstone 79. No twos were
scored.

Corrie Golf Club

Monday 5 October, Gerry pot and
Monday cup, 12 played. Winner of
Gerry pot was David Wilkinson 71-
17=54. Well done David!

Sweep: 1 D Wilkinson 71-17=54
BIH, 2 B Rooney 70-16=54, 3 H
taylor 74-22=55, best scratch J
McGovern 69. There were magic
twos from H Taylor, J] McCon-
nachie, B Rooney, ] McGovern and
E I Cannon.

Saturday October 10, Stabelford.
1 A Napier 40pts, 2 E I Cannon
39pts, 3 T Cotton 38pts BIH.

Monday 12 October, 13 played. 1
EICannon 71-17=54, 2 K Barclay
79-23=56, 3 R Wellford 76-19=59,
best scratch B Rooney 69. There
were magic twos from J McGovern
(3), D Crawford (2), K Barclay (1),
B Barr (1), B Rooney (1), D price
(1), J McConnachie (1) and E I
Cannon (1).

Fixtures: The Monday Cup will

BIRTHS

MACMILLAN

Blair & Gloria nee Bueno are
delighted to announce the safe
arrival of Lucia Sandra, born 30th
September at Edinburgh Royal
Infirmary. A beautiful wee sister
for David. All well.

SINCLAIR

John and Ann Marie are de-
lighted to announce the birth of
their daughter, Heather Jane, on
Thursday, 8th October 2009, at
Stirling Royal Maternity Unit. A
sister for Donald.

DEATHS

TAYLOR - MARGARET

Peacefully at Arran War Memori-
al Hospital on Friday 9th October
2009. Margaret, beloved wife of
the late John Taylor, Burlington,
Whiting Bay, dear mother of
Sandy and dear sister and aunt of
the family. Funeral Private.

WHYTE

William Struthers

Peacefully at home on Thursday,
8th October Bill, aged 86 years, of
Highcroft, Lamlash, beloved hus-
band of the late Nora, dear partner
of Annie, loving father of Rona

Gents: Sunday 11 October, 10 be played throughout the winter at
lati played in the first round of the Win-  12pm off the yellow tees.
Congratulations ter Cup, SSS 63, CSS 64. 1 David  Saturday October 17, Medal, Draw
With lots of love from Love, you know Brookens (14)64,2 Gordon Provan ~ at Ipm. Monday October 19 Mon-
all the family who! xxx (10)67 BIH, 3 Graeme Crichton day Cup, Draw at 12pm. Saturday
. (16)67 BIH. Gordon Provan won October 24, AGA Grouse Final.
W
= Looking for that

W L o icerr

A LIGHTHOUSE
OOYSSEY IN ORKNEY

i

L
i
E
=
H
T

e —

Scottish Fie

SLANDREWS
CELEBRATES

d

+

perfect something for
that perfect someone?

A subscription to
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Pool season gets under way

The 2009/2010 Arran Pool League season will start this
Thursday.

After the sudden withdrawal of Corrie from the league there
will now be eight teams competing this year.

They are: The Drift Inn, PHT, Mac’s Bar, Catacol, PT 1934,
Kildonan, Bar Eden and Team Goil — the former Cameronia out-
fit who will be playing home games at Whiting Bay Golf Club.
The main changes agreed for this season are that teams will
play each other twice, home and away, instead of three times.
After a poor turnout in the last two years, the team knockout
competition will no longer be played on a Sunday afternoon
but will be played on specific Thursday nights throughout the
winter with teams being drawn against each other.

This will lead to a semi-finals and a final in the knockout shield
and second chance salver groups, also on a Thursday night.

The gallon of beer game will now be discretionary, at the
agreement of both team captains on a friendly basis.

Following a change in the licensing regulations, teams are no
longer allowed to field any players under 18 years old.

There have been a number of rule changes this year and all
teams will receive a copy of the amended rules and a fixture
list before the season starts.

Former chairman of the Arran Pool League Ross
MacKay presenting champion Murray Picken with
his prizes three years ago. b43pool01

1

:

1

E Thursday October 22: Bar Eden v Mac’s
! Bar, PHT v Catacol, Drift v team GOIL,
! PT1934 v Kildonan.

! Thursday October 29: Mac’s Bar v PHT,
! Catacol v Drift, team GOIL v PT1934,
! Kildonan v Bar Eden.

! Thursday November 5: Bar Eden v Cata- team GOIL.
! col, PHT v team GOIL, Drift v Kildonan,

! PT1934 v Mac’s Bar.

! Thursday November 12: Mac’s Bar v
i Drift, Catacol v PT1934, team GOIL v
i Bar Eden, Kildonan v PHT.

1 Thursday November 19: Bar Eden v
! PHT, Drift v PT1934, Mac’s Bar v Catacol,
i team GOIL v Kildonan.

1 Thursday November 26: PHT v Drift,
1

GOIL v Kildonan.

Arran’s senior rugbhy team were pushed from the top spot in the league after being defeated by Uddingston
on Saturday. 02_b37rug02

Arran lose top spot

Uddingston 11 Arran 5

Uddingston managed to
push Arran’s rugby team off
the top spot in division two
on Saturday after a narrow
victory.

Arran travelled to the Both-
well Castle policies in Glas-
gow for the match, which saw
them taking on their rivals for
the top spot.

Arran never looked particu-
larly threatening throughout
the match but demonstrated

their ability to put up a good
defence when it mattered
most. Despite the low scor-
ing, Uddingston have held on
to their unbeaten home record
and top spot in the league.

It was the home side that
put the first points on the
board through a penalty when
Craig Kirkland kicked the ball
cleanly between the posts giv-
ing Uddingston a three-point
opener.

Throughout the first half,
Uddingston took the game to
the opposition with most of

PT1934 v Bar Eden, Catacol v team GOIL,
Kildonan v Mac’s Bar.

Thursday December 3: Bar Eden v Drift,
PHT v PT1934, team Goil v Mac’s Bar,
Kildonan v Catacol.

Thursday December 12 (First round,
first leg shield): Catacol v Drift, Mac’s Bar
v Bar Eden, PHT v PT1934, Kildonan v

Thursday December 17 (First round,
second leg shield): Drift v Catacol, Bar
Eden v Mac’s Bar, PT1934 v PHT, team

Thursday January 7 and 14: Semi-final
shield and salver (to be arranged).

Thursday January 21: Mac’s Bar v Bar
Eden, Catacol v PHT, team GOIL v Drift,
Kildonan v PT1934.

Thursday January 28: PHT v Mac’s Bar,
Drift v Catacol, PT1934 v team GOIL, Bar
Eden v Kildonan.

Thursday February 4: Catacol v Bar
Eden, team GOIL v PHT, Kildonan v
Drift, Mac’s Bar v PT1934.

Thursday February 11: Drift v Mac’s
Bar, PT1934 v Catacol, Bar Eden v team
Goil, PHT v Kildonan.

Thursday February 18: PHT v Bar
Eden, PT1934 v Drift, Catacol v Mac’s
Bar, Kildonan v team GOIL.

Thursday February 25: Drift v PHT, Bar
Eden v PT1934, team GOIL v Catacol,
Mac’s Bar v Kildonan.

Thursday March 3: Drift v Bar Eden,
PT1934 v PHT, Mac’s Bar v team GOIL,
Catacol v Kildonan.

the play-taking place in Ar-
ran’s half.

Unfortunately, the home side
failed to fully capitalise on
the opportunities they had to
score and this was a let off for
the visitors.

In the 38th minute, Ar-
ran were penalised for han-
dling in the ruck and Ud-
dingston were on target with
the penalty kick stretching
the home side’s lead to 6-0.
With just a minute to go before
half time, Arran looked like
putting points on to the score
sheet when they were awarded
a penalty, but unfortunately
the kick went wide. Udding-
ston started the second half
very positively and within
five minutes they were within
five metres of the visitor’s
try line.

An infringement by Arran
resulted in the home side being

awarded another penalty that
infuriatingly led to a touch
down over the line.

Realising that the game was
now slipping away from them,
Arran were desperate to re-
dress the situation.

The visitors did manage to
create a few try scoring oppor-
tunities from some breakaway
attempts, but the home side
remained solid in defence and
were able to clear their lines.

It was just two minutes short
of full time when Arran se-
cured their consolation try.
From their own 22, the ball
was moved across the park
into the hands of winger Jamie
Picken who found space and
thundered down the park out-
pacing the chasing Uddingston
defence, to take the ball over
the line.

The conversion went wide
and the score was left 11-5.

SPORTSDESK
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Registered at the Post Office as a Newspaper

Fax 01770 302021

The Arran Banner’s circulation is independently audited by the Audit Bureau of Circulations (ABC Ltd)
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