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Community 
council 
vacancies and 
structures
If ferries, forestry works, 
roads and planning are of in-
terest to you or causing you 
problems, the island’s com-
munity council would like to 
hear from you.  Arran Com-
munity Council is seeking 
nominations from interested 
residents in the Shiskine Val-
ley and Corrie/Sannox areas 

Established by North Ayr-
shire Council, the communi-
ty council is a statutory body 

planning and other important 
topics to residents. 

As well as the aforemen-
tioned issues, the community 

responding to the Boundaries 

-
sultation on a future Islands 
Bill (see main story) which 

on island residents. 

age and resident in either of 
the two areas listed, and want 
to contribute to your local 

the website: www.arrancom-
munitycouncil.org.uk.

North Ayrshire Council is 

community councils across 
the area. 

This is scheduled to be 

will be carried out in parallel 
with a consultation on the 
new locality planning struc-
tures, proposed to bring de-
cision-making closer to the 
communities impacted.

comments on the council’s 
structure, you can register 
them on the North Ayrshire 
Council website: www.

‘We want to see our island communities equipped with more power
 - more voice for important decisions that impact their way of life’

ARRAN could retain an is-
land-based councillor, despite 
the planned ward changes, if a 

-

Additional powers, stronger 
representation at Holyrood and 
the creation of a National Islands 
Plan, were published in Derek 
Mackay’s Islands Bill on Mon-
day, which is now at the consul-
tation stage. Mr Mackay is min-
ister for islands and transport. 

Part of the bill is to address 

communities - part of which is 
asking whether there should be 

that islands are represented by 

asked whether islands which are 
part of mainland councils should 
be represented by their own ded-
icated councillors.

Fears
-

fected by this, as there are fears 
-

dent councillor, with John Bruce 
indicating he will not stand for 

Protection from this situation 

Commission in Scotland discre-
tion to recommend wards with 
fewer than three councillors, so 
that populated islands are not 

placed in an electoral ward that 

and often a majority, of mainland 
population.

Speaking from Lewis last 
week, Mr Mackay said: ‘Minis-

Islands Bill, once passed, would 
be about equality and empower-
ment for our island communities 

-
lution and protection of islands.

-
land and I am keen to ensure that 

‘This is the next stage of a con-
-

munities, councils and wider 
stakeholders about what a future 
bill may look like - and who bet-
ter to inform these decisions than 

and study there.
‘With the appointment of the 

-
ter, there can be no doubt of the 

commitment to our island com-

of island communities and hear 

the challenges, but also about the 
opportunities of island life.’

He continued: ‘I therefore see 
the launch of this consultation 

as the next step in helping in-

a more prosperous and fairer fu-
ture for our island communities. 

‘This is an ideal opportunity for 
ideas to be shared before any de-
cisions are made on what future 
legislation might look like.

‘We want to see our island 
communities equipped with 

-
form the important decisions that 
directly impact their way of life, 

-
erment enshrined in law.’

Legal duty
The creation of the National 

Islands Plan would place a le-

ministers and other public bodies 
to pass on powers to islands. 

and protect the island communi-

promote and empower islands.
Mr Mackay said: ‘I see this 

consultation as the next step in 

work for a more prosperous and 
fairer future for our island com-
munities. 

‘This consultation is an ide-
al opportunity for ideas to be 
shared before any decisions are 
made on what future legislation 
might look like and I would 

-

People power bill will 
place Arran’s fate in   
the hands of islanders 

Islands and transport minister Derek Mackay
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8-seater taxis available

Ardrossan Harbour to:

Glasgow Airport
£35.00

Prestwick Airport
£25.00

Return bookings and other 
prices on request.

It pays to advertise in the Banner

Send 
your photos 
and stories 
to editor@
arran
banner.
co.uk

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/arranbanner

Rescue 17 airlifts the mountain biker to safety

Parents urged 
to get flu jab 
for children
Parents of pre-school 
children in Arran are being 

ever to get their child vacci-

Children and adults on the 
island will be offered pro-

out at surgeries and schools 

All parents of pre-school 
children in Arran will be 

with their GP to get their 
child vaccinated in a bid 
to increase overall vaccine 

The free vaccination will 
be offered to people in 
Arran with underlying health 
conditions, those who are 
pregnant or are 65 or older, 

Fog heralds busy week 
for Arran rescue team

On Thursday, the ARMT was called out to 

Glen Sannox area to assist a 66-year-old fe-

She was treated on the scene before being 

evacuated out of the Glen and into a waiting 

stretchered and then airlifted to hospital by 

Cancelled

Thursday, services were delayed and can-

A cyclist being evacuated from the Giants’ Grave area
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ARDROSSAN 
HARBOUR
TO YOUR DESTINATION

Mainland Taxis
07921 998457
01294 463556
Glasgow City Centre £42

Glasgow Airport £35

Prestwick Airport £25

Irvine Central Hospital £14

Crosshouse Hospital £20

Ayr Hospital £32

Troon Harbour £22

Kilmarnock £23

Ayr £28
For other quotes just ask!
Friendly Reliable Service
www.mainland-taxis.co.uk
7 SEATER WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE VEHICLE 
AVAILABLE

fi nd us on 

facebook

www.facebook.com/
arranbanner

Unusually high 
number of 
basking sharks 
around Arran
Jaws have been dropping as 
sightings of sharks, perhaps 
related to the famous fero-

have been on the increase re-
cently

Former Arran resident, 
Boyd Sneddon who now lives 
in Glenbarr, was back visiting 
the island, when he saw 13 
basking sharks in one day. 

Calling the Banner to tell 
staff about the unusually 
high number of sharks, he 
explained: ‘I was walking up 
from North Sannox with my 
wife, Sally, and saw 11 bask-
ing sharks, in the space of 
about an hour, in Sannox Bay. 

‘Then we saw another two 
on the ferry home. I’ve never 
seen anything like it before.’

Boyd, who previously ran 
The Lighthouse restaurant 
in Pirnmill, added, ‘To see 
13 sharks in one day is quite 

different sharks. The 11 were 
in close, and looked to be 
feeding. This was in the space 
of around three miles.

‘When I lived on the island 
I would see the odd one now 
and again, but this was pretty 
astonishing.’

Boyd’s account comes only 
a fortnight after multiple 
sightings of sharks off Corrie 
and three minke whales from 
the Clonaig ferry, as well as 
a pod of porpoises, were all 
spotted by Corrie resident, 
Gavin Watson.  

Arran Brewery boss tells 
European Parliament of 
the challenges he faces

MEP Ian Duncan, left, studies a map of Europe with 
Gerald Michaluk (right) and Donald McInnes 
Photo © European Union 2015

AN ARRAN businessman 
has addressed the European 
Parliament, discussing the 
challenges and opportunities 
he faces in operating a busi-
ness on the island.

The boss of the Arran Brew-
ery, Gerald Michaluk, was 
one of the small businessmen 
from across Europe invited by 
Dr Ian Duncan, Conservative 
MEP for Scotland, to the Eu-
ropean Parliament to discuss 
the challenges facing islands 
and peripheral communities. 

Dr Duncan chaired a meet-
ing of the European Conserv-
ative and Reformist Policy 
Group on the Rural Econo-
my which heard that island 
communities across the EU 
face the common challenges 
of getting their goods to the 
market, providing a future 
for young people, embracing 
technological innovation and 
growing their economies. 

Mr Michaluk, who founded 
the Arran Brewery, said, at the 
Parliament in Brussels: ‘As 
one of our potentially biggest 
trading partners, Europe is es-
sential to us, and if Scotland 
wants to maintain jobs and 
vitality on its islands, it needs 
to support Dr Ian Duncan’s 
initiative.

‘Islands need to have full 
access to Europe and be able 
to operate on a level playing 

Only in this way can we sus-
tain the beauty and natural 
environment of Island com-
munities across the EU.’

Speaking from Brussels, Dr 
Duncan said: ‘When I cam-
paigned to be elected to the 
European Parliament, I was 
struck by the challenges fac-
ing island communities right 
across Scotland. The small 
businesses based on these 
islands produce goods and 

services of incredibly high 
quality, but encounter bar-
riers such as distance from 
market, transport challenges, 
intermittent internet, and at-
tracting and retaining staff. 

‘We heard at the meeting 
from speakers from Scotland, 
Denmark, Croatia and Fin-
land, all of whom face com-
mon challenges. 

‘The key message is that the 
Single Market must work for 
you regardless of where you 
live and work. If you are in 
Stornoway, or Stirling, Ar-
ran or Aberdeen you should 
be able to do business. The 
islands don’t need special 
treatment, they need equal 
treatment. So when we talk 

about a Digital Single Mar-
ket it should be a market 
for every islander as well as 
every mainlander. The same 
when we talk about an Ener-
gy Union; it should connect 
every household, not just 
those in the middle. 

‘I am delighted to have been 
able to bring together experts 
from across Europe and look 
forward to publishing a report 

Jamie McGrigor, Conserv-
ative MSP for the Highlands 
and Islands added: ‘As some-
one who lives in and has rep-
resented remote and island 
communities in the Scottish 
Parliament for many years, 
I know the unique challeng-
es they face. Geography, 
transportation and logistical 
challenges often mean it is 

business in remote commu-
nities. 

‘However, their produce, 
skills and expertise are often 
second to none, and I am de-
lighted that my colleague Ian 
Duncan MEP is raising this 
issue in the European Parlia-
ment.’

Also invited was Don-
ald MacInnes, a crofter and 
former chief executive of 
Scotland Europa, a member-
ship-based organisation that 
promotes Scotland’s interests 
across the institutions of the 
European Union and to the 
representatives of Europe’s 
regions and Member States.

BAR OPEN ALL  DAY
B ISTRO OPENS  AT  6PM DAILY
FOOD SERVED UNTIL 9.30PM

DELICIOUS 
HOME BAKING

SHARING PLATTERS 
MEALS, NIBBLES 
WINES, WHISKIES 
AND COCKTAILS



like us on 

facebook

www.facebook.com/
arranbanner

It pays to advertise in
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Is super-wifi the answer to
Arran’s connectivity needs?
for Arran was discussed at the 
recent ConnectArran meeting 
at the Arran Outdoor Centre.

The initiative, spearheaded 
by Samantha Payn and David 
Hogg, seeks to bring Arran in 
line with business, industry 
and individuals living else-
where.

where rural communities are 
increasingly being left behind 
by relying on outdated tech-
nology to remain connected 
to the internet. 

The summit, sponsored by 
SSE, brought together busi-
ness leaders, community rep-
resentatives and policymak-
ers, many of whom have their 

that they face with being dis-
connected for months on end 
or only being able to connect 
at speeds that modern day ap-

inadequate. 
The intention of the sum-

David Hogg answering 
audience questions
02_b41connect04

At the summit, left to right, Andrew Stirling, David Hogg, Drew Ingles, Samantha Payn and Jim Beveridge 
02_b41connect01

Andrew Stirling speaks to 
the delegates about White 
Space 02_b41connect02

Peter Bowers of the Lagg 
Hotel presented his case 
study to the delegates 
02_b41connect03

mit, however, was not to vent 
frustration on the sub-par 
internet speeds or the lack 

frastructure. It was a way of 
discussing options, commu-
nities and skills of the people 
on Arran and forming them 
into an organisation to drive 
forward the aim of improving 
connectivity. 

Mrs Payn said: ‘Connec-
tArran is currently two peo-

belying all of the effort and 
accomplishments already 
achieved by the organisation. 

She added that ‘all of the 

people of Arran should pull 
together their strengths and 
abilities, possibly in the form 
of a community interest com-
pany or other type of organ-
isation, capable of driving 
forward the advancements 
required.

Assisting them in this task 
were representatives from 
Microsoft and the Centre for 

White Space Communica-
tions (CWSC) who provided 
cutting-edge solutions for 
ConnectArran to consider as 
one of the options available 
to them.

Physicist Andrew Stirling 
of Strathclyde University, 
who previously worked with 
the BBC and currently man-
ages a consultation company, 
advised the meeting of the 
trials he has undertaken with 
Microsoft of what is being 

in what is called a spectrum 
or the breadth of a signal. 

Within that spectrum lies all 
over-the-air communications 
from radio and TV to satellite 
communications and at a cer-

be transmitted further than 

This technology has been 
successfully trialled in Bute, 
Orkney, London and across 

in Africa bringing connectivi-
ty to rural areas that previous-
ly had no connection at all.

The implications for Arran 
could be enormous but there 
are costs involved. Masts 
will need to be built to trans-
mit the signal and to relay it 
across the island. Users will 
need a new device, similar 
to a router, to connect to the 

Jim Beveridge of Microsoft 
was also in attendance, sup-
porting his colleague in ex-
plaining some of the techni-

calities of the technology and 
also providing an overview of 
connectivity in Scotland. 

Those attended the confer-
ence felt that by having such 
a large company such as Mi-
crosoft on-board was inspir-
ing and increased optimism 

players are willing to assist in 
making this project a reality.

Anyone who would like to 
help ConnectArran in this 
community-driven project, 
who has useful skills and the 
time to spare, is urged to get 
in touch. 

All kinds of skills are need-
ed, from technical, to admin-
istrative and business acu-
men, to make this dream a 
reality. 

page can be found at www.
facebook.com/ConnectArran 
and their email address is 
connectarran@gmail.com.
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Baroness Goldie with members of the Botanical Garden Edinburgh, Scottish Natural 
Heritage, Arran Trust and the Arran Forestry Commission at the plot 02_41whitebeam02

North Ayrshire Council’s 
Cabinet looks set to approve 
a nine-week formal consulta-
tion on plans to develop lo-
cality partnerships. 

The approach would see six 
locally accountable forums, 
one of which is Arran, known 
as locality partnerships, es-
tablished across North Ayr-
shire. The partnerships would 
develop locality plans and 
address how to proceed with 
key local issues.

The locality planning ap-
proach will see a much 
stronger and more localised 
way of responding to com-
munity challenges, with more 
co-operation between local 
groups, community councils 
and other representative bod-
ies.

The consultation forms part 
of the locality planning ap-
proach which results from the 
Christie Commission’s argu-
ment for closer involvement 
of people in the design and 
delivery of the public servic-
es they use. 

It aims to deliver better 
outcomes for local people 
and communities through in-
creased participation in local 
decisions that take account of 
the needs, aspirations, capac-

Locality partnerships will bring 

North Ayrshire council leader, William 
Gibson 

ities and skills of local com-
munities.  

The commission also said 
that strengthening local part-
nerships would be a key el-
ement of public service re-
form.

Council Leader, William 
Gibson, is urging local 
groups to get involved in the 
consultation. He said: ‘These 
locality partnerships will give 
local people a voice and a 
seat at the table to discuss the 

about the locality planning 
approach through a series of 
information roadshows being 
held in each of the six local-
ities. 

These will get underway on 
October 19 in line with the 
formal consultation which 
begins on the same day - sub-
ject to full Cabinet approval.

The consultation will con-
clude on December 18 and 
the outcome will be reported 
to the cabinet early next year.

issues which 
matter most 
to their com-
munities. This 
consultat ion 
will give local 
groups, com-
munity coun-
cils and other 
representative 
bodies the 
chance to have 
their say on 
how the part-
nerships will 
function and 
their participa-
tion is key to 
its success.’ 

Local peo-
ple will have 
the chance to 

World’s most endangered tree 
species on display at Catacol
BARONESS Annabel Goldie, 
MSP, opened a demonstra-
tion tree plot at Catacol on 
Monday, which includes the 
parents of the last remaining 
solitary tree of its kind in the 
world. 

With the Royal Botanic Gar-
dens (RBG) and Scottish Nat-
ural Heritage (SNH) present, 
a collection of trees unique to 

The information board in Catacol explaining how the 
species developed 02_41whitebeam01 

Arran were unveiled. 
The rare Whitebeam and 

Rowan trees are in a protected 
plot close to their wild home. 

Baroness Goldie, who is 
the parliamentary champion 
for these species unveiled an 
information panel on the wet 
and windy afternoon, which 
explains the evolution of the 
species.

The Catacol Whitebeam, 
a critically endangered tree, 
is the only one of its kind in 
the world as a result of the 
cross fertilisation of a Rock 
Whitebeam and a Rowan tree, 
which cross pollinates with 
the Rowan tree again to pro-
duce this rare species that has 
been evolving since the last 
ice age.

As well as the RBG, whose 
staff on Arran are based in 
Edinburgh, and the SNH, the 
Arran Trust and the Arran For-
estry commission were there 
to meet and greet Baroness 
Goldie.

of obtaining the specimens 
from seeds and cuttings since 
the trees do not regenerate 
very well on their own. The 
propagation for this project 
has been ongoing since 2006.

Baroness Goldie said: ‘It is 
literally a precious experience 
to be on Arran celebrating 
such a precious and unique 
tree as the Catacol White-
beam. This puts Arran on the 

international tree map and it is 
testament to the team effort of 
passionate and committed or-
ganisations.’ 

David Knott of the RBG 

thanked everyone for their 
contribution in making this 
project possible, especially 
Dougarie Estates for allowing 
the use of the plot of land . 

The trees on display show 
three species of the White-
beam and are in an enclosed 
protected area near the Cat-
acol car park. 

This week at Auchrannie

Enjoy a wide range of locally inspired small plates

in our Scottish Tapas restaurant.  Located in our

glasshouse, overlooking the gardens, why not also

sample some of our speciality cocktails.

Open for dinner Thursday to Monday from 5.30pm

Book now by calling: 

01770 302234

tel:  01770 302234        www.auchrannie.co.uk

Auchrannie Resort, Auchrannie Road, Brodick, Isle of Arran, KA27 8BZ

eighteen69 - speciality cocktails

Experience Arran Adventure

eighteen69 - it’s all about sharing
Take the plunge gorge walking, learn to become 

a bowman with an archery lesson or get in the 

saddle for a spot of mountain biking.  

Open 7 days a week. Full brochure on our website.

For more information or to book call: 

01770 303349

Dining with a difference at Brambles 

For a truly different dining experience in a relaxed 

and bustling atmosphere try Brambles. Have a 

drink at the bar, enjoy a frothy coffee by the fire 

or a glass of wine on the terrace. All produce is

sourced as locally as possible and freshly prepared.

Open daily for breakfast, lunch & dinner.

To make a reservation please call: 01770 302234
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THE 
ISLAND’S 

FOUR STAR 
FAMILY 

DAY OUT

Rosaburn, Brodick, Open Daily 10.30am to 4.30pm
Learn about the island’s Social History, Archaeology, The Arran 

Clearances, Farming, Geology and Lots More.
Visit the 19th Century Cottage, 

1940’s Schoolroom, and Blacksmith’s Forge.
Archives and Genealogy researchers welcomed

(on Wednesdays only from 10.30am to 12.30pm and 1.30pm to 3.30pm. or by appointment.)

Children’s Quiz and Playhouse 

www.scottishfield.co.uk
WIN A CHRISTMAS LUNCH FOR TEN

NOVEMBER 
ISSUE OUT
NOW

Dougie MacLean

The man who 
shot Lincoln
Life-savers on 
two wheels
Reeling 
around the 
world

ON LIFE IN 

PERTHSHIRE

WE REVEAL THE WINNERS 
IN OUR READERS’  
WHISKY CHALLENGE

OF THE BEST SCOTTISH  

GHOST STORIES10
Lamlash Golf Club Playing membership 

ONLY £100 until Feb 2016

SOCIAL MEMBERSHIP £25

EVERY TUESDAY PLAY A ROUND FOR £10!

available for functions, licensed open to the public Tel: 01770 600296

All Champions League Games Shown Tuedsday And Wednesday

OPEN FOR FOOD 12 NOON - 9PM Tue - Sun
TUESDAY - FRIDAY - 5-6PM - EARLY BIRD SPECIALS FROM £6.50

TAKE AWAY FISH & CHIPS £7.50 - Gluten Free

COME TRY OUR WINTER WARMER MENU
Tuesday - Sunday 12noon - 9pm 
2 courses £10 / 3 Courses £12

SUNDAY LUNCH SPECIAL - CHOICE OF 3 ROASTS!
2 course £11 or 3 courses £14

children under 12 - Small main and ice cream for £4

BOOK YOUR CHRISTMAS 
FUNCTION WITH US

follow us on 

facebook
for daily deals

Pupils at Kilmory, Brodick 
and Shiskine Primary 
schools on Arran were able 
to experience a series of 
interactive Scottish wildlife 
sessions last week thanks to 
a specially designed double-
decker education bus touring 
Scotland. 

The customised double-
decker has been transformed 
from a Stagecoach passenger 
bus into a fully functional 
and interactive mobile 
classroom with a capacity 
to accommodate up to 26 
children at once. 

The Wild about Scotland 
bus was visiting schools 
in North Ayrshire as part 
of a wider campaign being 
brought to all of Scotland’s 
32 local councils. 

Now in its second year, 
the programme has been 
developed by the Royal 
Zoological Society for 
Scotland (RZSS) and has 
been made possible through 
a partnership between 
Clydesdale Bank and RZSS 
to support the charity in its 
conservation goals across 
Scotland. 

The pupils from the primary 
schools were able to take part 
in a variety of interactive and 
fun sessions which focused on 
Scottish native species, their 
habitats and environments 

with sessions being delivered 
by a dedicated education 
team from RZSS. 

Chris West, chief executive 

‘Conservation through 
education is one of the 
founding principles behind 
the society and remains one 
of our key goals to this day. 

‘Our mobile education 
bus has had a huge impact 
across the length and breadth 
of Scotland, carrying out a 
number of pit stops in North 
Ayrshire. 

‘It is vital that we reach 
out to teach young people 
about conservation work 
and the species on their own 
doorsteps. This outreach 

part of RZSS’s work and we 
hope to continue with this, 
and other similar projects, for 
the foreseeable future.’

Wild about Scotland 
aims to engage a younger 
generation of children with 
Scotland’s wildlife and has 
been experienced by more 
than 11,000 people, including 
141 from North Ayrshire. 

and venues the bus is 
visiting or to book a visit to 
your local primary school 
for the next term, please 

wildaboutscotland

Wild about Scotland on Arran

Right: A beaver and a 
wildcat display greets 
the children on the bus 
02_b41wild01 

Above: Education offi  cers, 
Lindsay Selmes, and Jamie 
Ormiston, with Brodick 
primary pupils who wait 
excitedly to enter the bus 
02_b41wild02

Shop sale 20% off 
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The Arran Banner

North Ayrshire Council is 
hosting two free events for 
Arran companies on Friday, 
October 23, at the Auchran-
nie Resort, Isle of Arran.  The 

and focuses on innovation.  
Joe McArdle from Scottish 

Enterprise will discuss with 
businesses how they can be 
more innovative to help them 
grow and what more they can 
do to protect their intellectual 
assets. 

-

businesses. 
Hosted by Team North Ayr-

shire’s partner, North Ayr-
shire Council, along with 
the Scottish Family Business 

George Stevenson of Fam-
ily Business Solutions and 

Family Business Association. 

Scottish Family Business 
Association with George Ste-

-
it organisation dedicated to 
helping family businesses. 

Corrie Film 
Club 
Boyhood  (USA 2014
Cert 15)
IN OCTOBER, Corrie Film 
Club is showing a fascinat-

-
er, which depicts the life of 
a child growing up over 12 
years in real time. 

shot with the same cast over 
12 years so that the child, 
Mason, literally grows up on 
screen before our eyes. 

Widely acclaimed and 
described as ‘epic in scale’ 
but ‘intimate in narrative’, 
Boyhood is a nostalgic time 
capsule of the recent past and 
an ode to growing up and 
parenting as well as an inci-
sive comment on the human 
condition.

This interesting and com-

Corrie and Sannox Village 
Hall this Sunday, October 11, 
at 8pm. All welcome.

Members please note that 
this is the last of the current 
syllabus. The new syllabus 
will start next month with the 
postponed screening of the 

Team North Ayrshire 
hosts two free events 
for island businesses

Prior to this, Martin had 
been a co-owner and director 
of his family’s major electri-
cal retail and travel agency 

business. Both he and Martin 

on family businesses and are 

and conferences in the UK 

local businesses with advice 
on how to realise the full po-
tential of their business by 
exploring appropriate family 
involvement; give an insight 
into how to deal constructive-
ly with family dynamics that 
can impact on the business; 
as well as opportunities to 
share experiences, problems 
and solutions with other fam-
ily business people and spe-
cialist advisors. 

-
vation event and the Family 
Business event, please email 

-
way, Arran and Cumbrae: 
arranshand@googlemail.com 

ADVERTORIAL
-

itiative hosted an informal 
meeting with radio broad-

to hear her views on their 

farmland in Whiting Bay for 
community use. 

problems of land ownership 
in Scotland and the way the 

-
rently being processed by 
Scottish parliament, is trying 
to redress the balance of half 
of Scotland being owned by 

An evening with 
Lesley Riddoch

Many economists see this to 

as the statistic means Scot-
land has the most inequitable 
land ownership in the western 
world.

a shining example of how a 

good of all, with their small-
er council areas, which are a 
tenth of the Scottish average 
council by population size, 
serving their population bet-
ter. 

Income tax goes straight to 
the councils, with only higher 
earnings and corporation tax 

going to the central govern-
ment.

Attendees came with ac-
counts of valiant but unsuc-
cessful efforts to redress Ar-
ran problems, most notably 

which many fear will lead to 
younger people leaving the 
island, resulting in a severe 

after the increasingly aging 
Arran population. 

get on with their proposals for  
renewable energy and com-

Arran to unite under common 
aims in order to counter the 
effects of the island becom-
ing full of retirees, rather than 
an island with a population of 
a diverse range of ages, as a 
vibrant, self-sustaining and 
beautiful island is surely what 
all people on Arran want. 

-
-

and for Joni Keen, who runs 
the Altachorvie Island Re-

the event at the last minute.Lesley Riddoch Photo: Chris Scott
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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Arran
Deliveries
Glasgow Depot
Arran Deliveries
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow G14 OHB

Arran Deliveries
The Parcel Point
Harbour Road, 
Ardrossan
North Ayrshire 
KA22 8BZ

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
Daily collection throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and surrounding districts

Tel: 01475 676 255
Fax: 01294 469 492

Open Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm
Accepting goods destined 
for the island

We deliver the goods
not  ex cuses 

press policy

 your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 
words in length for publication on this page. The 
editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses 
must be supplied, including on e-mails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime telephone number is also 
required for verification. Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact telephone number will not 
be printed. Please write or fax to: Letters Page, The 
Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran. 
E-mail editor@arranbanner.co.uk

WE AT the Arran Banner endeavour to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply with the Editors’ Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). We 
realise, however, that mistakes happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us, please let us know as soon as possible by 
any of the three methods: emailing editor@arranbanner.co.uk; 
telephoning the senior reporter on 01770 302142 or write to the 
Editor at Wyvex Media, Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, Oban, 
PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your issue in a timeous, reasonable 
and amicable manner. However, if you are unsatisfied with our 
response, you can contact IPSO, which will investigate the mat-
ter. You can either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 2220 or email 
inquiries@ipso.co.uk. IPSO is an independent body which deals 
with complaints from the public about the editorial content of 
newspapers and magazines. We will abide by the decision of IPSO.

Cats Protection
Sir,
Following the publication of 
your article ‘Can anything 
be done to curb the cat?’ 
(Saturday, September 26 by 
Jim Cassels), our charity has 
received correspondence 
from a number of readers 
who asked us to respond.

While Cats Protection rec-
ognises that cats are natu-
rally predatory animals, it 
should also be noted that re-
search by the RSPB has not 
shown that cats are the pri-
mary cause of decline in any 
bird of conservation concern 
in the UK, which include the 
house sparrow and the song 
thrush. 

Some bird species that 
have undergone serious pop-
ulation decline - such as sky-
larks, tree sparrows and corn 
buntings - rarely encounter 

tribute the drop to felines. 
Similarly the blue tit, which 
is second in the list of most 
frequently killed garden 
birds, is actually increasing 
in numbers in the UK.

Various research has cit-
ed many other factors for 
bird loss which include 
mismanagement and loss of 
traditional wildlife habitat, 
global warming and climate 

ra and the increased use of 
pesticides and fertilisers in 
modern farming practices.

Furthermore, cats tend to 
kill weak and sickly birds, 
so it is not clear whether 
cat predation replaces other 
forms of death, or is in addi-
tion to natural death.

 It should also not be for-
gotten that the specialist 
hunting skills that cats have 
evolved were favoured by 
man and led to their domes-

a result of protection of pre-
cious grain stores. 

Cats Protection agrees with 
the RSPB advice to keep 
cats indoors when prey spe-
cies are at their most active, 
especially at dawn and dusk.

We would also like to high-
light the importance of neu-
tering as neutered cats tend 
to stay closer to home as 
well as reducing the num-

ber of unwanted cats needing 
homes in the future.

Cats Protection
National Cat Centre, 
Haywards Heath

Final word on cats
Sir,
With regard to recent letters 
concerning cats and their ef-
fect on wildlife, it would seem 
to be a subjective and possibly 
unsolvable argument. Getting 
rid of cats would be impracti-
cal and somewhat unpopular 
so perhaps we will have to 
accept that it boils down to 
personal likes and dislikes. I 
know from my own personal 
situation that without my cat 
our area would be positively 
swamped and overrun with 
red squirrels.
 Yours,  

Marc A. Head
Whiting Bay

Rampant Ragwort
Sir,
During a week’s holiday in 
Arran this September, I was 
unusually sneezing, con-
stantly runny nose, and itchy, 
watery eyes. Hay fever symp-
toms, but late for me, as I nor-
mally only have hay fever in 
the grass pollen season.

Then a possible reason oc-
curred to me. The island was 

ering ragwort. Could this be 
the culprit?

Back home, the symptoms 
subsided and disappeared. 

that September is the month 
when many allergy sufferers 
are affected by a ragwort al-
lergy with symptoms similar 
to my own. I write this only 
to perhaps alert other similar 
sufferers.

Arran is very noticeably 
covered in ragwort, more 
so than most places I would 
suggest, so the usual precau-
tions should be taken to avoid 
breathing in its pollen.

Peter Rees
Shrewsbury

Coast Concerns
Sir,
Community Of Arran Sea-
bed Trust (COAST) expects 
a Marine Conservation Or-
der (MCO) detailing man-

agement plans for the South 
Arran Marine Protected Area 
(MPA) designated in July 
2104 to be laid before the 
Scottish Parliament in the 
very near future. The MPA, 
which the local community 
has fought extremely hard 
for, encompasses an area out 
to approximately three nau-
tical miles from Corriegills 
Point on the east coast of 
Arran to just north of Druma-
doon Point in the west. 

The MCO for the South 
Arran MPA will be an-
gler-friendly and allow scal-
lop diving and creeling (ex-
cept for within the No Take 
Zone and over-sensitive areas 
of maerl and seagrass beds).

 As drafted, it will exclude 
scallop dredging within the 
entire area and bottom trawl-
ing from within the inshore 
area. MPAs are designed to 
be multi-use areas and the 
South Arran MPA will not 
impact on the current oper-
ations of the St Molios Fish 
Farm owned by The Scottish 
Salmon Company (TSSC). 

However, there has been a 
presumption throughout the 
consultation process, and 
in risk assessments to frag-
ile habitats and species that 
the MPA contains, that there 
would be no further expan-

is therefore alarmed to learn 
that TSSC has applied for a 
20 per cent expansion of its 
operations within Lamlash 
Bay, equivalent to nearly 
three additional 80m (in cir-
cumference) cages.

diseases and sea lice infes-
tations. COAST believes 
that this will be detrimen-
tal to the health of Lamlash 
Bay, the recovering No Take 
Zone and South Arran MPA.
  We will be writing to SEPA 
asking them to reject this un-
sympathetic application. We 
also encourage all Arran res-
idents and visitors to pick up 
their pens and let SEPA know 
this planned expansion is un-
acceptable.

Yours,
Andrew Binnie
COAST

Key Conundrum
Sir,
I am writing to you as a last 
roll of the dice to see if your 

proverbial needle in the hay-
stack. On Friday, September 
25, while walking between 
the distillery, castle and the 
ferry terminal in Lochranza, 
I somehow lost my Vauxhall 
Astra car keys. 

If any of your readers 
have any information about 
them or have found the keys 
I would be most grateful 
for you to get in touch on 
07756512694.

Thanking you in advance,
Tony Coyle
Glasgow

Church Guild Quiz
Sir,
I wish, on behalf of Lamlash 
Church Guild to say a ‘big 
thank you’ to all who partic-
ipated in our Summer Quiz. 
The answers are as follows; 
1 Nicotania. 2 Crososmia. 3 
Bird Table. 4 Snap Dragon. 
5 Summer House. 6 Virginia 
Creeper. 7  Trellis. 8 Com-
post. 9 Green House. 10 Busy 
Lizzie. 11 Cloche. 12 Crazy 
Paving. 13 Fox Glove. 14 
Hydrangea. 15 Kneeling Pad. 
16 Hanging Basket. 17 Wall 
Flower. 18 Sun Lounger/
Bench. 19 Honey Suckle. 20 
Garden/Tool Shed. 21 Wiste-
ria. 22 Hedge/Lawn Trimmer. 

Congratulations to the win-
ner:- Helen Seeth of Miln-
gavie.

Yours,    
Pat Reid.
Lamlash Church Guild 

fi nd us on 

facebook

www.facebook.com/
arranbanner

and the door will be opened to you.’ Matthew 7:7

Island life to the fore
Once again, island life has come to the forefront of 
Scottish politics. 

With the Scottish government announcing its Islands 
Bill, Holyrood looks set to devolve more power to local 
communities, based on one of the most fundamental of 
factors - geography. 

the bill and its promises become a reality? Island proof-
ing would include helping ensure that islands are repre-
sented by someone who lives locally. 

councillor based here, rather than one in another part of 
the North Ayrshire ward, on the mainland. 

This was one of the biggest concerns raised by Arran 
residents when the Boundaries Commission consulta-
tion began, where exactly the opposite was on the table. 

It looks like we would lose a ward councillor, very 
likely to be one based on the island, meaning less rep-
resentation and power. 

Be it devolved powers from the UK parliament to the 
Scottish parliament, from Holyrood to local authorities, 
from councils to community councils or from commu-
nity councils to the people themselves, we all seem to 
want more ‘empowerment’ as the spin doctors call it. 
Perhaps this is a reaction from last year’s independence 
referendum.

Simply put, what we want is to be in control of and 
manage our communities in the best way possible, all 
the way from the Prime Minister to the man on the 
street.

The Scottish government has, at least, acknowledged 
that people living in Glasgow, Galashiels or Galston, 
have a distinct set of challenges in their daily lives than 
someone on Arran, Islay or Orkney. The Islands Bill, set 
out by minister for islands and transport, Derek Mackay, 
is proof of that. 

‘Life on our islands can be very different to living on 
the mainland and I am keen to ensure that people who 
live there have their views properly represented, at a lo-
cal and national level.’ he said.

Here’s hoping Mr Mackay’s rhetoric becomes a real-
ity, and the people of Scotland - both on and off of our 
beautiful islands - get the representation they deserve.   
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Bridge results
The results of the Isle of 
Arran Bridge Club are:  

Thursday, October 1, aggre-
gate points at Brodick:

North South: 1 Tricia Mar-
tin and Douglas Hamilton; 2 
John and Jan Beattie; 3 Jean 
Barclay and Morag Gardner.

East West: 1 Margaret 
McGill and Jim Peacock; 2 
Jennifer Wales and John Ba-
raclough; 3 Alison Bilsland 
and Elaine Duncan.

Monday, October 5, aggre-
gate points at Lamlash:

North South: 1 Tricia 
Martin and David Campbell; 
2 Janie Maclure and Anne 
McKelvie; 3 Brenda Living-
stone and Morag Gardner.

East West: 1 John Bara-
clough and Jim Peacock; 
2 John and Jan Beattie; 3 
Jean Barclay and Jennifer 
McArthur.

Arran’s healthy outdoors 
team open plant nursery
Over the last couple of years, 
Arran’s Healthy Outdoors 
Team (HOT) has been setting 
up a plant nursery, and now 

their project begin to blossom 
with the planting of an oak 
tree.  

The aim of the project is to 
establish a plant nursery so 
HOT can produce native trees 

the restoration of the native 
woodland in areas previously 
inundated with rhododendron 
plants.

The team has already cleared 
the site of brambles and salm-
onberry near the Ranger 
Centre for the nursery. With 
funding from the Arran Trust 
earlier in the year, they have 
had a digger in to clear old 
root stumps and level the site.  

During the summer, the team 
built six raised beds, which 
have already been planted 
up with rowan seedling. A 
further six are due to be built 
during the winter ready for 
seedlings from birch, haw-
thorn and two of Arran’s three 

The HOT team in the new plant nursery

endemic tree species. As well 

species will be grown, again 
for use across the properties 
to re-establish the woodland 

tion of the woodland and its 

variety of wildlife able to sur-
vive in the Country Park and 
Goatfell.  

HOT’s mission statement 
is; ‘conservation, exercise, 
well-being, healthy people 
and healthy places’.  Since 
it started in early 2012, HOT 
has given people opportuni-
ties to improve their physical 
and mental health, improve 
the local environment, and, 
perhaps most important-
ly, have fun and make new 
friends.  

The team meets every Tues-
day, from 10am to 1pm at the 
NTS Ranger Centre. 

Tasks involve clearing veg-
etation, planting, some path 
maintenance, weeding, fenc-
ing, building raised beds, 
hedge laying, and many other 
conservation tasks.

Everyone is welcome to join 
- just turn up, and invite inter-
ested family and friends.

No previous experience is 
needed, just wear old clothes 

that you don’t mind getting 
mucky, and suitable footwear 
(wellingtons, sturdy boots or 
shoes). 

The team will provide the 

work gloves, tools, materials, 
and refreshments for a morn-
ing break.

For more information, tele-
phone 01770302462.

Make a Will Fortnight  19th - 30th October 2015
In support of the Ayrshire Hospice Make 
a Will fortnight, a number of solicitors 
across Ayrshire and Arran have very kindly 
agreed to waive their fee and write your 
Will free of charge.  Instead of paying your 
solicitor’s fee, you will be invited to make  
a donation to the hospice.*  

Gifts in Wills are a vital source of income 
to the Ayrshire Hospice.  Over two thirds 
of hospice funding comes from voluntary 
donations, including Gifts in Wills, and 
every penny counts.  Every gift, large or 
small, makes a difference to the patients 
we care for today, their families and 
loved ones, and those we will care for in 
the future. Please consider the Ayrshire 
Hospice in your Will - we will always 
spend your gift wisely and your donation 
will be very much appreciated. 

Please contact a participating solicitor 
near you now (see list) and make an 
appointment between Monday 19th and 
Friday 30th October 2015.   

For further information contact:
Olive Lindsay
Tel: 01292 288488
Email: legacy@ayrshirehospice.org
Website: www.ayrshirehospice.org

Scottish Charity No.  SC011390

Ardrossan: 
Jas. Campbell & Co.
76 Princes Street
Ardrossan
KA22 8DF
Tel:  01294 464131

Arran: 
Jas.Campbell & Co.
Invercloy House
Brodick
KA27 8AJ
Tel:  01770 302027

Ayr: 
Frazer Coogans
Dalblair House
46 Dalblair Road
Ayr  KA7 1UQ
Tel:  01292 280499

D & J Dunlop
2 Barns Street
Ayr
KA7 1XD
Tel:  01292 264091

Kilpatrick Walker
4 Wellington Square
Ayr
KA7 1EN
Tel:  01292 618585

Lockharts
12 Beresford Terrace
Ayr
KA7 2EG
Tel:  01292 265045

The McKinstry Company
Queens Court House
39 Sandgate
Ayr  KA7 1BE
Tel:  01292 281711

McLellan Adam Davis
13 Alloway Place
Ayr
KA7 2AA
Tel:  01292 289584

R N Martin & Co. Ltd.
2 Wellington Square
Ayr
KA7 1EN
Tel:  01292 265024

Mathie-Morton
4 Alloway Place
Ayr
KA7 2AD
Tel:  01292 263549

Sprang Terras
64 Kyle Street
Ayr
KA7 1RZ
Tel:  01292 288300

Wallace Hodge & Co
6 Killoch Place
Ayr
KA7 2EA
Tel:  01292 611177

A C White
23 Wellington Square
Ayr
KA7 1HG
Tel:  01292 266900

Beith:
Stewart & Osborne
37 Eglinton Street
Beith
KA15 1AE
Tel: 01505 503345

Dalry:
Douglas Wright
16 New Street
Dalry
KA24 5AG
Tel: 01294 832108

Girvan:
The McKinstry Company
146 Dalrymple Street
Girvan
KA26 9BQ
Tel:  01465 713118

Smith & Valentine
34 Dalrymple Street
Girvan
KA26 9AE
Tel:  01465 712345

Irvine: 
Austin Kelly
29 Bridgegate
Irvine
KA12 8BJ
Tel:  01294 275215

McKinnon, Hewitt
65 East Road 
Irvine
KA12 0AA
Tel:  01294 312801

McSherry Halliday
78 East Road
Irvine
KA12 0AA
Tel:  01294 274097

Taylor & Henderson
65 High Street
Irvine
KA12 0AL
Tel:  01294 278306

Kilbirnie:
Carrick Robb Solicitors
71 Main Street
Kilbirnie
KA25 7AB
Tel:  01505 682408

Kilmarnock:
Barnetts Solicitors
7/9 Grange Place
Kilmarnock
KA1 2BH
Tel:  01563 522137

James Guthrie & Co.
3 Portland Road
Kilmarnock
KA1 2AN
Tel:  01563 525155

McSherry Halliday
42 Bank Street
Kilmarnock
KA1 1HA
Tel:  01563 533121

Colvin Houston & Co.
24 Portland Road
Kilmarnock
KA1 2BS
Tel:  01563 535714

Douglas Wright
78 John Finnie Street
Kilmarnock
KA1 1BS
Tel:  01563 532177

Kilwinning:
Taylor & Henderson
83 Main Street
Kilwinning
KA13 6AN
Tel:  01294 557506

Largs:
Colvin Houston
1 Belman’s Close
Largs
KA30 8AP
Tel:  01475 672003

Mactaggarts & Co.
72/74 Main Street
Largs
KA30 8AL
Tel:  01475 674646

Taylor & Henderson
2 Tron Place
Largs
KA30 8AR
Tel:  01475 670014

Saltcoats:
Douglas Wright
20 Chapelwell Street
Saltcoats
KA21 5EA
Tel:  01294 466990

James Campbell & Co.
Bank of Scotland Bldgs
52 Dockhead Street
Saltcoats  KA21 5EH
Tel:  01294 464301

Taylor & Henderson
51 Hamilton Street
Saltcoats
KA21 5DX
Tel:  01294 464341

Troon:
McSherry Halliday
8 Academy Street
Troon
KA10 6HS
Tel:  01292 313737

West Kilbride:
James Campbell & Co.
85 Main Street
West Kilbride
KA23 9AP
Tel:  01294 829599

Taylor & Henderson
27 Ritchie Street
West Kilbride
KA23 9AL
Tel:  01294 823888

Your legacy...
the gift of a lifetime

*suggested voluntary 
donation is £50 for a 
basic Will or £75 for 
a pair of basic mirror 
Wills.
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Friends of Brodick
Castle visit the Borders

Council’s Trading Standards 
team tackles bogus callers

Market report
United Auctions in Stirling 
had forward 1,687 Store Cat-
tle and Cast Cows and Bulls, 
also forward were 6,827 
Prime Sheep and Cast Ewes 
at their most recent sale.

The prices were: BlondeX 
Blks £850 204p Heathcote, 
BBX Blks £650 Hillhead,

AAX Blks £560 226p Hill-
head, BlondeX Hfrs £760 211p 
Heathcote.

BlondeX Cast Hfrs £680 
165p Heathecote, SimX Cast 
Cows £695 103p Hillhead, 

Cast Sim Bull £695 
103p Hillhead.

TexX Lambs £65.50 Kil-
patrick, £63.50 Bellvue. Easy 
Care Las` £55.00 Braehead.

TexX ewes £89.50 Kilpat-
rick, MuleX ewes £72.50 Hill-
head, Easy Care ewes £41.50   
Braehead, BF £49.50 Craig-
view, £38.50 Balgowan.

The United Auction sale in 
Stirling on Monday, September 
21 had forward 1,252 suckled 
valves and also 7,812 store 
lambs and feeding sheep.

The prices were as follows: 
TexX Lambs : £64 Auchen-
hew, £58 Drumla, £54 Whin, 
£51 Sheddock. SuffX Lambs: 
£55.50 Balnacoole, £53 Shed-
dock, £52 South Fedrling. 
Chev: £50 Cosyden. Scotch 
Mule: £47 Sheddock. BF: £44 
Sheddock, £43 Ceither Gao-
ithe, £36.50 Wester Glensher-
raig. BF feeders £29 Ceither 
Gaoithe. Cast Rams: £58 Whin.   

Report by
Elizabeth Ross

Last week, in glorious au-
tumn sunshine, the Friends 
of Brodick Castle enjoyed a 
full programme of visits in 
the Borders area for a three-
day tour. Having on the way 
visited New Lanark to see the 
historic cotton-spinning mills 
and the village created beside 
the beautiful Falls of Clyde, 
we arrived at the Barony Cas-
tle Hotel near Peebles.  
  In the grounds of the hotel 
is the great ‘Polish Map of 
Scotland’ - a 3D scale mod-
el of Scotland and the major 
islands; all done in concrete. 

When fully restored and 
surrounded by water, it will 
be a remarkable sight.

Enthusiastic
The next day, Wednesday, 

September 30, we went to 
Abbotsford, the home of Sir 
Walter Scott. The guide was 
enthusiastic and proud of his 
generosity and literary suc-
cess and the house is immac-
ulately preserved to keep his 
memory alive. 

The grounds and gardens 

The Friends of Brodick Castle who thoroughly enjoyed the tour of the Borders

were a pleasure to sit in, as 
was the restaurant in the light 
and airy visitor centre.  

From there we went to Mel-
rose Abbey’s tranquil ruins 
where we visited in the after-
noon sun and the place where 
Robert the Bruce’s heart is 
buried.

Thursday saw us at Traquair 
House, the oldest inhabit-
ed house in Scotland, lived 
in since the 12th century, 

with a maze of stairs, small 
rooms and passages. It was 
full of interesting objects 

with fascinating outbuildings 
containing a chapel, brewery, 
dining room and a lovely tea 
room in the courtyard of the 
walled garden.  We then went 
to Innerleithen to visit Robert 
Smail’s Printing Works. 

Now owned by the Nation-
al Trust for Scotland, but still 

a working business using 
the old fashioned methods 
of typesetting by hand, and 
with various sizes of printing 
press.

Amazed
The original water wheel 

which powered it 150 years 
ago is still visible. We were 

today’s sayings are derived 
from typesetting and printing.

time exploring Peebles with 
its pleasantly laid-out town 
centre and interesting shops 
before setting off for home, 
via a good garden centre with 
a great tea room.

Our little holiday was or-
ganised and managed su-
perbly by Ann Hollingworth, 
ably assisted by Michelle, 
the coach driver, whose car-
ing nature allowed us to fully 
relax and enjoy the trip.

Arran residents are being 
urged to install ‘call blockers’ 
to their telephones, in an aim 
to stop telephone scams and 
fraud. 

More than 5,000 calls from 
telephone fraudsters have 
been stopped from reaching 
some North Ayrshire’s most 
vulnerable residents in the 
past six months – thanks to 
the efforts of the council’s 
Trading Standards team.

Brazen swindlers and dis-
honest salespeople – many 
of whom are based overseas 
– often choose to target their 
victims using the telephone.

These scammers have been 
known to pose as legitimate 
organisations such as banks 

attempting to con residents 
out of their cash and person-
al details or tricking them 
into buying things they don’t 
need.

However, earlier this year, 
the council’s Trading Stand-
ards team took a proactive 
approach to protect local peo-
ple.

A number of vulnerable peo-
ple have now been referred to 
Trading Standards following 
concern about the volume of 
calls they were receiving and 

they have had a call blocker 
installed in their home.

The device ensures only 
trusted sources can get 
through and stops bogus call-
ers in their tracks before the 
homeowner’s phone ever 
rings. 

And in the last six months 
a total of 5,067 bogus calls, 
many of which were in Ar-
ran, have been stopped from 
reaching their intended tar-
gets across North Ayrshire.

Proactive
Councillor Marie Burns, 

Cabinet Member for Econ-
omy and Employment, said: 
‘It’s great to see that the pro-
active measures our Trading 
Standards team has taken 
against bogus callers have 
had such a telling impact. 

‘Our call blocker initiative 
has improved the lives of a 
number of our residents and 
has enabled them to feel safer 
and more secure in their own 
homes.

‘The fraudsters behind 

many telephone scams don’t 
care about the lasting im-
pact their actions have on 
their victims which is why 
it’s so important for us to do 
everything we can to stop 
them and ensure we protect 
our residents,’ Councillor 
Burns added.

Mary, one of the residents 

blocker installed by the team, 
had previously been driven to 
breaking point by the number 
of bogus calls she was receiv-
ing every day.

But since having her device 
installed she said she has nev-
er looked back. 

She added: ‘I can’t see by it 
- It’s a brilliant invention. It’s 
great, it lets me know if it’s 
family and friends calling. 

‘It has taken so much stress 
away and now I don’t need to 
worry about who is calling.’ 

For more information or ad-
vice, contact North Ayrshire 
Council’s Trading Standards 
team on 01294 310100.



Arran Banner, Saturday 10 October 2015  www.arranbanner.co.uk NEWS    11

2016

@ruralawards Scottish Rural Awards

HAVE YOU 
NOMINATED

YET?
NOMINATIONS CLOSE 20.11.15

For the full list of categories visit
www.scottishruralawards.org

ScottishField
®
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Author Tony Black (right) with Douglas Skelton, at the book launch 20_b41book01

US singer back on Arran
for charity concert

Author Tony in conversation 
at book launch
Author Tony Black launched 
his latest novel at Brodick 
Library last week, discussing 
how Arran has helped inspire 
his latest crime tale. 

More than 30 avid readers 
attended the event which saw 
Tony in conversation with 
Scottish writer and television 
host, Douglas Skelton.

Tony, who moved to Arran 
earlier this year, has brought 

Bob Valentine, to the island 
for his latest murder mystery, 
A Taste of Ashes.

Great move
Tony, 43, told the audience:  

family and for my writing. 

Tony has written 12 novels 
and A Taste of Ashes is the 

ly-acclaimed Artefacts of the 

crime series to feature Bob 
Valentine, the hard-headed 
detective who has a lot more 
than just his caseload to wor-
ry about.

vicious stabbing in the line 
of duty. He took a knife in 

outlook on life had changed 
dramatically when he pulled 

‘His intuition seems to have 
heightened and he has an al-

most supernatural element 

Insight
During the launch, Tony 

read several pages of the 
book to give the audience an 
insight into the character of 
the detective.

After their discussion, 
Douglas invited members of 
the audience for their input 
and a lively question and an-
swer session followed. After-
wards, Tony signed copies of 
the book.

A Taste of Ashes is pub-
lished by Black and White 
Publishing in paperback and 
eBook and is on sale in sev-
eral shops on Arran as well as 
online.

see a person save another 

But singer/songwriter Willy 
Porter used the dramatic ex-
perience of witnessing a man 
pulling a woman out of the 
path of an oncoming bus to 
explore the bigger questions 
of human kindness to inspire 
his latest album, which he 
is promoting on Arran next 
week with a charity gig 

That remarkable and sim-
ple act prompted Porter to 

US singer Willy Porter

ask ‘What would be possi-
ble if we saw one another 
with open eyes? What would 
change if we engaged with 
each other on a human level 

This mindset has inspired 
Porter to launch a year-long 
campaign connected with the 
release and tour of this re-

is a call to action for people to 
get involved in giving back to 
their communities. Willy Por-

listeners into diehard fans 
for more than two decades. 

keep people grinning, but it is 
his music and humanity that 
keep them coming back for 
more. 

The concert, on Saturday, 
October 17 at the Altachorv-

is a fundraiser for the Casa 
Alianza charity, which helps 
children living on the streets, 
across the world.

island for Willy who will also 
be running a guitar workshop 
in the afternoon.

His new record, Human 

than the outstanding musi-
cianship audiences and crit-
ics have come to expect from 
this indie artist, it is also a 
call to make a positive impact 
in our own communities. 

The album features the tal-
ents of artists such as Martin 
Barre, Natalia Zuckerman, 
Carmen Nickerson, and Pe-

blistering guitar work against 
a big studio sound on a stun-
ning book of songs that ex-
plore themes about connec-
tion, compassion, and the 
human journey.  

Afternoon guitar work-
shop is at 3pm and costs 
£10, or £18 to include 
the evening show which 
starts at 8pm.The evening 
show on its own is £10. 
For more information, vis-
it: www.arranevents.com/in-
dex.php  
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‘Arran Fine Foods is a shin-
ing example of the breadth 
and quality of produce that 
Scotland has to offer the 
world.’ That was the verdict 
of  Jamie Greene, Scottish 
Conservative MSP candidate 
for Cunninghame North after 
a factory tour of the Lamlash 
plant. 

The business, now owned 
by Paterson Arran, has 
evolved both its product 
lines and business models 
over the years in the face of 
competition and challenging 
conditions. And while being 
known for its ‘wet’ foods 
such as its famous jams, chut-
neys, sauces and mustards, it 
packs it punch in volume of 
produce compared to its sister 
factory in Livingston, he said. 

Arran produce a mouthwatering
example of quality, says MSP 
Tory candidate

Jamie Greene (centre) with Lesley Jameson and Charles MacVicar supervising a 
batch of chutney production

Jamie met with Lesley 
Jameson who oversees the 
administration of the site 
and was given a tour of the 
production line by Charles 
MacVicar, who heads up en-
gineering and the day-to-day 
management of the line. 

Jamie said: ‘Not only did it 
satisfy my personal interest 
in seeing how a high quality 
food production line operates, 
from raw ingredients through 
to jarring and labelling, it was 
fascinating to learn how the 
business has adapted to stay 
competitive. 

‘Its client range has gone 
full circle from boutique 
‘gourmet’ gift market to 
wholesale and ‘budget super-
market’ clients. Their abil-
ity to adapt the production 

process to cater for different 
types of clients, volumes and 
products has been vital to 
their ongoing success.’

He added: ‘This wasn’t 

their red onion chutney reci-
pe, I wanted to talk to them 
about the issues they face as a 
small Scottish business in the 
highly competitive world of 
worldwide food distribution. 

‘We spoke at great length 
about how the potential for 
paying the living wage might 
affect their business. 

‘Like most employers, they 
want to pay as much as they 
can afford to their employees, 
but shared the reservations 
that many small business 
had on being forced to pay a 
higher amount. It is clear that 

if we take the politics out of 
the issue and look at it from 
a purely commercial sense, 
higher wages inevitably re-
quires higher productivity, 
reduced costs or the ability to 
trade with reduced red tape 
as a small business.’ 

He continued: ‘They also 
expressed concerns to me 

that many young people were 
leaving Arran to pursue ca-
reers and education on the 

to replace staff who leave. 
‘This is a problem common 

to many of our rural and is-
land communities though. 
How do we attract career- 
driven young people to stay? 

‘One example is the poten-
tial for apprenticeships and 
they expressed an interest in 
looking at the potential to of-
fer this. 

‘They will be talking to 
their parent company and rel-
evant government bodies to 
see what help is available. 

‘Personally, I think this is a 
great idea and both Westmin-
ster and the Scottish govern-
ments should do everything 
they can to help SMEs of-
fer apprenticeships to local 
young people. 

‘I am committed to helping 
small businesses across Ayr-
shire through practical meas-
ures.’

The trip concluded with 
Jamie leaving with a sample 
of produce from the factory 
to take home and try.

like us on 

facebook

www.facebook.com/
arranbanner

ARRAN RIDING CLUB 
DINNER DANCE
All members & non-members welcome.

SAT 7TH NOV
KINLOCH HOTEL

6.30PM

Formal dress
3 course meal & dance

£30 - Adults & £20 - Kids

All under 18s must be accompanied by an adult over 21.
Tickets are valid for the full dinner and dance - 

Strictly no entry will be permitted to the dance alone.

For tickets please contact Jayne on either: 
860 392 / 07825 876 908

or email: treasurer@arranridingclub.com.  

Closing date for ticket sales: Wed 4th November.

ISLE OF ARRAN MUSIC SOCIETY
 SINOPIA STRING QUARTET

Talented young players with music by Schubert and Haydn
SATURDAY, 17TH OCTOBER, 7.30 PM

IN BRODICK HALL
TICKETS £10 INCL. TEA/COFFEE. 

 (STUDENTS & CHILDREN PLUS ONE ACCOMPANYING ADULT FREE)
 Tickets on door, or advance booking:  

Inspirations of Arran &  www.arranevents.com
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The  ideal gift...Scottish 
Calendars 2016

I would like to order 2016 Calendars:

Arran Banner
Isle of Arran   

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868 
Quoting coupon code CAL16AB OR POST ALL ORDERS TO: 

Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, 

order form

Total £

Calendar AmountU.K. inc P&P

YOUR DETAILS:

Name ________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone ___________________________________________________Date _____________________________

 _______________________________________________________

If you wish we can send calendars direct to your friends and family on your behalf. Please provide the following details on 

a separate sheet: Name, address, your personal message, together with a note of which calendar you would like sent.

PAYMENT DETAILS: 

I enclose payment for £________by  Cheque payable to Wyvex Media   Debit/Credit Card

Card Number __________________________________________________________________________________

 _________

Signature _____________________________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

Price

Quantity
£

To receive the 2017 brochure straight into your inbox 
please enter your email address hereThere is something about the Isle of Arran 

which makes everyone who visits the 

island fall just a little bit in love with it – or 

even a lot!

It is more often than not referred to as 

‘Scotland in miniature’ but we like to think 

of it as being absolutely unique.

We have set out to show some of those 

Arran Calendar 2016 by scouring dozens 

represent the light, scenery and places dear 

to those who also love the island.

£7.95
including P&P

Printer has to pay after 
residents sent incorrect 
electoral enquiry forms

A PRINTING company has 
been forced to pay more than 
£50,000 for an error which 
saw incorrect voter details 
sent to householders across 
Arran.

As The Banner reported in 
August, Arran received just 
a small part of the 160,000 
electoral Household Enquiry 
Forms sent erroneously and 
blamed on a computer error. 

An investigation concluded 
the external printer was to 
blame and they had to pay for 
the costs of the Ayrshire Val-
uation Joint Board’s (AVJB) 
re-issue, which has been 
dropping through letter boxes 
this week.

The Information Commis-

which the board reported the 

that no further action is nec-
essary by AVJB. The com-
missioner’s decision was 
based on the fact that the na-
ture of personal data involved 
was very limited and the vast 
majority was already, or will 
be, in the public domain.

The investigation, which 
concluded on September 
23, means the total costs of 
£50,185 for the re-issue of 
the forms will be paid in full 
by the sub-contracted printer, 
with no costs incurred by the 
AVJB, which is the body re-
sponsible for electoral regis-
tration in Ayrshire and is sep-

arate from the three Ayrshire 
Councils.

AVJB worked with the 
printer to identify what had 
gone wrong with the printing 
of the Household Enquiry 
Forms and why; and to put in 
place measures to ensure the 
same mistake doesn’t happen 
again.

Helen McPhee, elector-

‘Basically, the problem arose 
from how the printer’s system 

ed. And although only a very 
small number of records in-
cluded these erroneous blank 
records, the knock-on effect 

thousands of printed forms.

‘Despite the quality-check-
ing procedures we had in 
place for the printed forms, 
no records used at that stage 
were affected by the error, 
and this meant the prob-

the forms actually reached 
households.

‘We’re very sorry for any 
distress or inconvenience this 
caused and thank everyone 
for their patience and co-op-
eration during the re-issue 
of the forms and the related 
investigation.We have now 
put enhanced data-checking, 
quality checking and security 
measures in place, to ensure 
this cannot happen again.’

anyone who has yet to com-
plete and return their House-
hold Enquiry Form to do so 
as soon as possible. I would 
also remind people that the 
elector information included 
on the forms is based on the 
current version of the elector-
al register.

‘So, if you haven’t let us 
know that you’ve moved 
house or changed your name, 
you need to do that so you 
can be assured of your inclu-
sion on the electoral regis-
ter and be eligible to vote in 
forthcoming elections.’

Further information on 
the Ayrshire Valuation Joint 

ayrshire-vjb.gov.uk

‘We have now put enhanced data-checking, quality checking and
security measures in place, to ensure this cannot happen again’

NTS ranger on 
Arran ferry 
A National Trust for Scot-
land ranger will be available 
to chat to ferry users on the 
Ardrossan to Brodick route 
during the month of October.

On each Friday and Satur-
day throughout the month, 
Natalie Mitchell will be on 
board MV Caledonian Isles 
either on the ferry’s upper 
deck, (weather permitting) 
or at the Visit Arran stance 
inside, offering information 
on what to see and where 
to visit the island’s NTS 
properties. 

Natalie will be able to tell 
passengers what to look out 
for, point out wildlife and 
share tips about her favourite 
items or locations. Some of 
the NTS localities that she 
will recommend will include 
Brodick Castle, Gardens and 
Country Park and, for the 
more energetic, there’s the 
chance to walk up Arran’s 
highest peak, Goatfell.

properties on Arran offer 
spectacular opportunities 
for an amazing day out, 
regardless of whether you 
are a visitor to the island or a 
resident. 

‘I can give some great 
insider info to help people 
enjoy it all the more.’ 
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Black grouse released in the 
month when you could expect 
the unexpected
September was the driest 
month of the year so far with 
less than a third of the rain of 
both July and August. This 
settled spell was ideal for 
many species preparing for 
migration. September is the 

Black-tailed godwit, one of many migrants passing through Arran in September

First record this year of  a turtle dove - an increasingly 
rare passage migrant b41bird01NO

A black grouse is released into the wild    Photo Kate Sampson

start of the peak migration 
season, when many birds are 
on the move. There was a 
wide range of species record-
ed.  It was certainly the time 
to expect the unexpected.  

record this year of turtle 
dove. This was seen by the 
track to Cleats Shore on 30 
September. It is an occasional 
passage migrant not record-
ed every year. Other unusual 

tailed godwit on Cleats Shore 
on 5th and a tufted duck off 
Blackwaterfoot on 10th. 

Other birds on migration 
included: four dunlin on Sil-
ver Sands on 2nd, a knot, two 
sanderling and four bar-tailed 
godwit at Drumadoon Point 
on 3rd, four sandwich tern 
at Sandbraes also on 3rd, 14 
white wagtail on Cleats Shore 
on 5th, 13 black-throated 
diver in Machrie Bay on 26th, 
22 turnstone at Blackwater-
foot also on 26th, a merlin 
on Cleats Shore on 28th, 36 
redshank at Sandbraes on 
29th and a wheatear in High 
Kildonan on 30th.

At this time of year, birds 

in preparation for migration.   
Reports included: 100 house 
martin at Dippin on 4th, 120 
kittiwake at Sandbraes on 
10th, 120 gannet off Pladda 

linnet and 300 meadow pip-
it on Cleats Shore also on 
18th, 103 golden plover and 
86 ringed plover at Machrie-
waterfoot on 26th, 80 starling 
at Kilpatrick Point on 27th 
and over 500 skylark passed 
through Cleats Shore in three 
hours on 29th. This gives a 
clear indication of the num-
bers of birds that are on the 
move at this time of year

Some of our winter visitors 
began to be reported includ-
ing: a wigeon at Cosyden on 

Shore on 18th.
Having said that, some sum-

mer visitors were still around 
including: a grasshopper 
warbler in Shiskine on 3rd, 
a whitethroat at Silver Sands 
on 5th and 10 lesser black-
backed gull in Lochranza on 
28th.  The following are the 
last September reports of the 
hirundines: 10 sand martin 

in Sannox on 3rd, one house 
martin in Auchencar on 28th 
and 18 swallow in Kilpatrick 
on 30th.  October should see 
the last of the house mar-
tins and swallows departing 
south.

Other sightings this month 
included: eight common sco-
ter at Cosyden on 26th, two 
moorhen at Port na Lochan 
on 27th, two little grebe in 
Loch Ranza on 28th, 12 long-
tailed tit on Whiting Bay Golf 
Course on 29th and 10 twite 
on Cleats Shore on 30th.  In 
addition, the Arran Black 
Grouse Group released 20 
pairs of black grouse on 16 
September above Corrie. To 
try to monitor these birds, 25 
have radio tags but 15 have 
no tag. Kate Sampson, head 
ranger at Brodick Country 
Park, would be delighted to 
have a note of any sightings 
of black grouse. To date some 
have been reported as far as 
the main Goatfell path.

Finally, my thanks to all the 
‘volunteers’ who took part in 
the eider survey in Septem-
ber. Total number of birds 

recorded round Arran was 
107.  Last year, the total for 
Arran was 116. Ten years 
previously, it was considera-
bly more at over 600. There 
was almost total coverage of 
the Arran coastline. The data 
on the eider survey contrib-
utes to the ongoing research 
of Chris Waltho who has 
been monitoring eider in the 
Clyde Estuary for over 20 
years. The population trend 
is down. For the latest report 
from Chris visit this web-
site. http://www.arranbird-
ing.co.uk/files/clyde_eider_
news_no_13_aug_2015.pdf

Enjoy your birding 
Please send any bird notes 

with ‘what, when, where’ to 
me at Kilpatrick Kennels, 
Kilpatrick, Blackwaterfoot, 
KA27 8EY, or e-mail me at 
jim@arranbirding.co.uk I 
look forward to hearing from 
you.  For more information 
on birding on Arran purchase 
the Arran Bird Atlas 2007-
2012 as well as the Arran 
Bird Report 2014 and visit 
this website www.arranbird-
ing.co.uk

Bird   notes
by Jim Cassels

SEPTEMBER
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 Forty Years Ago
In the past, The Banner closed for its annual two week holi-
day so there will be no 20 years ago this week. But we have 
instead delved into our archives and have brought to you 40 
years ago, when the Banner was still in its infancy, so we 
apologise for some of the picture quality. Coming next week, 
30 years ago.

 Sannox sand
14 January 1975.Only two and a half years ago, residents of 
Sannox unanimously expressed their concerns at sand remov-
al operations. A signed petition was presented to Councillor 
Fisher Gilmore and he arranged a meeting with the estate and 
a village spokesman. 

Assurances of close council scrutiny were obtained, plus an 
estate stipulation that further removal would be on the un-
derstanding that the site was to be re-packed and sand only 
taken in small quantities from various spots, thus lessening 
the effect. But why all of the fuss? Surely the estate is entitled 

After another unsuccessful 
season for Shiskine FC, the 
old men of the west are cast-
ing their minds back 40 years 
to reminisce about happier 
times.

The Reds of 1975 signed 
a voluble goalkeeper in the 
shape of a Fox who brought 
all of his vulpine tendancies 
to play in directing his defen-
sive teammates, while wind-
ing up the opposition to their 
detriment.

The 1975 team could not be 
described as Shiskine’s best 
ever team, but they played for The winning Shiskine team with their league trophy A cartoon The Banner ran at the time b41fanatic02NO

1975, the year 
of the Fox

each other, trained - which 
in Shiskine was a novel ap-
proach to football - and went 
on to win the league comfort-
ably.

Reminisce
So let’s allow these old men 

in their twilight years to rem-
inisce about the players of 
yesteryear, Foxie, Jaimsie, 
Sautie, Sandy Ram, Charlie 
Mac, Charlie Currie, John 
C, Murray, Raymond, Hugh 
and some that time has wiped 
from this writer’s addled 
brain.

The Fanatic (one last time)

15 May 1975. Munching on a  piece of cake given to 
them by the Matron for their songs to the residents of 
Montrose House, the Brodick pre-school tots fi ght off  
the urge to spin in the comfy chairs (to r) Kerr Duncan, 
Alan Stevenson, Susan Hamilton, Iain Dobson, Suzie 
Bilsland, Christine Warman, Allistair Mckenzie, Paula 
Higgs, Rhona MacDonald b41forty02

16 February 1965. Brodick WRI held an ‘old time night’ 
where members dressed for the occasion with hats 
adorned with fl owers and ribbons and dresses that 
had the elegance of bygone days. There were sketches, 
recitations, song and dance acts and community 
singing at the event which saw Mrs Cunningham win 
the best hat category and with Mrs McDonald winning 
the best outfi t b11forty03no

18 August 1975. Eddie Higgins, a craftsman employed 
to carry out the extensive repair and renewal work on 
the Brodick Castle roof at a height of 70 foot which is 
expected to cost well over £32,000. The money is being 
grant-aided by the Historic Building Council and the 
work will take fi ve months to complete b41forty05

to sell what belongs to it? The anxiety stems from the brunt 
that the village will have to bear once operations cease. A ma-
jor fear is that the burn will ‘punch through’ at the point of 
removal leaving a stenchy channel along the village seafront. 
This would also involve a loss of beach. The other fear has 
already materialised - a substantial loss of lush sea-washed 
turf, a public amenity hard won through time. 

 Blockade is off
of Ardrossan since Monday morning, returned to their home 
ports on Thursday after receiving word from their strike ac-
tion committee in Aberdeen to call off their the blockade after 
assurance of government action on their grievances. 

make an early morning run to Arran on Monday morning they 
told Caledonian MacBrayne she would not be permitted to 
come back to Ardrossan. Passengers for Arran were redirect-
ed to Gourock where the Glen Sannox continued the service 

normally operates between Skye and West Loch Tarbet.
Arran district councillor Fisher Gilmore said: ‘Although the 

blockading of Ardrossan is causing some inconvenience there 

have a service of sorts coming in we will have no problems.
To put an hour or thereabouts on to the journey is not all bad 
when one considers there might be no service at all.’

 Torpedo netted
Arran on Wednesday. The Golden Years from Leith, dropped 
it in 20 feet of water at the end of the Brodick Pier where it 
was secured by Navy divers who were on the island dealing 
with a mine. Later in the day, the torpedo recovery boat Hav-
ersham arrived from Faslane to pick up the torpedo. On Tues-

Royal Navy mine disposal team exploded it on Wednesday.
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DRIVE TIMESin association with Isle of Arran Brewery
What’s on

www.arranbrewery.com

www.arranbrewery.com

Everyday
Brodick Castle, Garden Open              9am-Dusk
Arran Brewery  Mon - Sat: 10am - 5pm, Sun: 12.30 - 5pm
Arran Brewery Tour 2pm (limited spaces call for availability)
Lamlash Tennis Courts/Putting Green Open all day
Arran Heritage Museum  Rosaburn  Brodick, 10.30am to 4.30pm

Saturday 10th October
Army Cadets Auchrannie Road 11am –1 pm. 
Over 21s Disco Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the Pool Auchrannie Spa pool, 4-5pm
Live Music Fiddlers, Brodick from 8pm
Brodick Bowling Club Rink Game Brodick Bowling Club, 2pm
Arran Physiotherapy & Acupuncture Clinic arranphysiotherapy.co.uk 9-12noon
Blackwaterfoot Bowling Club Rink Game Blackwaterfoot Bowling Club, 1.45pm
Lamlash Bowling Club Rink Game Lamlash Bowling club, 2pm
WBay Bowling Club Rink Game Whiting Bay Bowling Club, 2pm

Sunday 11th October
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the Pool Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm-5pm
AA Meeting Brodick Church Hall, 5pm-6.30pm
Open Session - All musicians & Singers welcome Fiddlers, Brodick 2.30pm

Monday 12th October
Over 50s Badminton Lochranza Village Hall, 2-4pm
Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Live Music Fiddlers, Brodick from 8pm
Morning Fitness Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
Table Tennis Corrie Hall, 6.30pm
Badminton Auchrannie Sports Hall,7-9pm
Arran Junior Football Club Ormidale Park, 6-7.30pm
Circuit Training Auchrannie Gym, 6-7pm
Brodick Bowling Club Rink Game Brodick Bowling Club, 6.30pm
Lamlash Bowling Club Rink Game Lamlash Bowling Club, 7pm
WBay Bowling Club Rink Game Whiting Bay Bowling Club, 6.30pm
10/10 Total Body workout Arran High School, Lamlash, 6.45pm
Citizens Advice Ormidale Pavilion, 9.30am - 1.30pm
Lamlash Aerobix Arran High School Dance Studio, 7pm
RunArran Jogscotland Beginners Whiting Bay, 5pm
RunArran Mixed Ability Whiting Bay, 5.30pm
Bridge Arran High School, Lamlash, 6.30pm
Scottish Country Dancing for Beginners & Improvers Corrie Hall, 2-4pm
Tae Kwondo Brodick Church Hall Adults & over 10s,7.00pm -8.30pm
 Tuesday 13th October 
Pop Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Youth Club Kildonan Hall, 7pm
Rotary Club Glencloy Suite, Auchrannie, 6.30pm
Healthy Outdoors NTS Ranger Centre, 10am - 1pm
Blackwaterfoot bowling club rink game Blackwaterfoot Bowling Club, 1.45pm
RunArran Run Coaching Lamlash, 5.30pm
Open Cricket Session Brodick Astro Turf 7pm-9pm

Garden Walk Brodick Castle, 2 - 3pm
Bridge Brodick Golf Club, 7pm
Scottish Country Dancing Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm
Lamlash Drama Club Arran High School, 6.30pm - 9pm

Wednesday 14th October 
Rock & Pop Bingo Ormidale Hotel 9.30pm
Tae Kwondo Arran High School Kids-6.30-7.30pm Adults-7.30-8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm
Arran Brass Rehearsal Brodick Church Hall, 7-9pm
Yoga Auchrannie Studio, 9.30am-10.30am

Arran Heritage Museum Archives & Genealogy Service 10.30-12.30 & 1.30-3.30
RunArran Mixed Ability Brodick, 5.30pm
Yoga-Arran Kinneil, Lamlash, 7-8.30pm
Live Music Fiddlers, Brodick from 8pm
Drift Inn Quiz Lamlash, 9pm
Mixed Hockey Auchrannie Sports Hall, 7.30-9pm
Dog Classes Whiting Bay Hall, 1pm
Brodick Bowling Club Rink Game Brodick Bowling Club, 6.30pm
Knitting & Crochet drop in Group Brodick Library, 4pm - 6pm
Lamlash Bowling Club Rink Game Lamlash Bowling Club, 7pm
WBay Bowling Club Rink Game Whiting Bay Bowling Club,6.30pm
Coffee Morning Lamlash Church Hall, 10.15am - 12noon

Thursday 15th October
Morning Fitness Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
General Knowledge Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Ladies Hockey Ormidale Pavilion, 7.30-8.30pm
RunArran Jogscotland Beginners Brodick, 9.30am
RunArran Mixed Ability Brodick, 6pm
Live Music Fiddlers, Brodick from 8pm
Cardiac Rehab Auchrannie Leisure Club, 2-3.30pm
QuiltArran Lamlash Fire Station, 2-4.30pm
Brodick Embroidery Group Brodick Library, 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Burger & Quiz Night Felicity’s @ Eden Lodge, from 7.30pm 
 Friday 16th October
Yoga Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30am - 10.30am

Arran Youth Foundations Church Hall, Brodick 7pm-9pm
Live Music Fiddlers, Brodick, 8pm
Lochranza Kids Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6-8pm
Lochranza Adults Badminton Lochranza Hall, 8pm
Quiz Whiting Bay Golf Club, 8pm
AA Meeting Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Live Music Fiddlers, Brodick, 8pm
Tae Kwondo  Arran High School, Lamlash Adults,7pm -8.30pm
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Public NoticesPropertyRecruitment
TO LET 

Cordon, Lamlash
Detached one bedroom house with wood 
burning stove, wood shed with car parking.

Long let preferably - £400 pm
Tel: 01770600900/600835 

or 01828627438

A fabulous opportunity to purchase detatched 

2 bed bungalow at 10 Millhill Crescent, 

ensuite bathroom, 1 bathroom,  lounge/dining 

area, big kitchen and utility room plus garage.

Please telephone 

07710 530142 or 07831 221537 to view.

FOR SALE

Kilmory Hall and bunkhouse requires a person 
or persons to handle the following tasks:
Manage bookings, budgets, marketing and advertising; bookkeeping and payroll; 
provide guests and contractors with access and check premises after they leave; 
present a manager’s report to the board of directors and AGM; clean the public 
areas of the premises; other tasks as required.

Applications are welcomed from anyone who feels they have some, but not all, of 
the required skills.

Apply in writing to S Payn, c/o Kilmory Hall, Kilmory, KA27 8PZ or by email to 
kilmoryhall@btinternet.com by Sunday 18 October.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION

AREAS)(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Applications listed below together with the plans and other documents may be 

examined at Planning Services, Cunninghame House, Irvine*, between 9am-4.45pm 

weekdays (4.30pm Fridays) or at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk *and at The 

Council Offices, Lamlash

Written representations may be made to the Executive Director (Economy & 

Communities) at the above address or emailed to eplanning@north-ayrshire.gov.uk 

by 30.10.15. Any representations received will be open to public view.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 

2013 REGULATION 20(1)

Format: Application No; Address; Proposed Development

15/00524/PP; Site to South East of Ferry Rock, Lochranza, Brodick, Isle of Arran; 

Installation of 1 DSLAM telecoms cabinet.

15/00519/PP; Site to North of Thirlstane, Corrie, Brodick, Isle of Arran; Installation of 

1 DSLAM telecoms cabinet.

15/00520/PP; Site to East of Carraig Craig, Sannox, Brodick, Isle of Arran; Installation 

of 1 DSLAM telecoms cabinet.

Elma Murray
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE

Job Opportunity with
North Ayrshire Council
Casual Library Assistant NAY00782  

£8.47 per hour  
Closing Date: 19 October 2015

For further details and to apply visit 
myjobscotland.com

We are an equal opportunities employer so please inform us of any special needs you may have.

Food & Beverage Assistants
We are looking for people to work  full time or part time 
within our 3 award winning restaurants. Customer service 

experience is required. 

Housekeeper
This is a full time position to work across the resort. You will 

have team work experience and not shy of hard work! 

Night Laundry 
We  looking for someone to supervise & control of all laundry 

operations at night. 5 nights on 2 off working between 
10.30pm till 7.30am

All positions will benefit from free leisure club membership 
and various other discounts. 

 Full descriptions can be found at www.auchranniejobs.co.uk 
or contact hr@auchrannie.co.uk

TO LET
Bungalow on Sheean Drive in Brodick 

to let until the end of February. 
2 bedrooms, bathroom with shower, 

central heating. Unfurnished. 
£500 per month. 

Telephone 07947 459689

Shiskine and Machrie Senior 
Citizens Committee AGM

Wednesday 28th October 2015
at Kinloch Hotel at 8pm

All welcome
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OUT NOW!

Available from all WH Smiths, all good 
Independent Newsagents or online.

www.eqymagazine.co.uk

SCOTLAND’S NEWEST AND 
BEST EQUESTRIAN MAGAZINE

DRESSAGE  
EVENTING   
CARRIAGE DRIVING 
SHOW JUMPING  
BREEDING
POLO 
PARALYMPICS 
EQUESTRIAN ART 
GREAT HACKS 
PONIES 
ENDURANCE 
VAULTING
TOP PRODUCTS 
FASHION
LEISURE RIDING 
BOOKS
EVENTS
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Scottish Equestrian year 2015
ISSUE 1, 2015, £4.99

70

Image: David Hay-Thorburn, loving his 

high-level view from the saddle

HORSE HEROES

01/04/2015   15:52:08

71

FORMER WORLD AND UK 

TREC CHAMPION DAVID 

HAY-THORBURN DISCUSSES 

WHY THE SADDLE IS THE 

BEST WAY TO SURVEY THE 

SCOTTISH LANDSCAPE

PHOTOGRAPHAANGUS BLACKBURN

Brenfield Estate in central Argyll, on the banks 

of Loch Fyne, is home to David Hay-Thorburn 

and his horses. From this stunning base he runs 

a livery yard and offers riding lessons, horse 

holidays and TREC training. ‘TREC is a fun riding 

competition that usually consists of three phases – 

namely, orienteering on horseback [POR], Control 

of Paces [CoP] and a cross-country obstacle course 

[PTV],’ explains David. 

The TREC competition involves using these skills 

and simulates the challenges any rider may encoun-

ter when out hacking. David first started because he 

thought it would be a great way to explore areas of 

natural and historic beauty that would not usually be 

accessible on a daily basis.

TREC has many benefits for both horse and rider.   

It encourages general horse knowledge and care, and 

develops a wide range of useful skills in the partner-

ship. In the horse it encourages calmness and versatili-

ty and in the rider personal development making them 

more independent and confident with their riding and 

also enhances social capabilities.

When asked about what makes exploring Scotland on 

horseback such a special experience, David happily waxes 

lyrical on the subject. 

‘Riding horses offers the chance to see the countryside 

from a different perspective,’ he says. ‘The extra height  

a horse gives you means that you are able to take in 

views that would be impossible to glimpse on foot. Also 

there is the opportunity to glimpse wildlife that you 

wouldn’t be able to on foot. Most wildlife do not see the 

horse as a threat, meaning that you can get a lot closer to 

some species.’   

Blazingtrail 

01/04/2015   15:54:32

UNDER

£30
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED 
ITEMS INTO CASH!

ARRAN BANNER CLASSIFIEDS

The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ
Tel: 01770 302142  Fax: 01770 302021

Email adverts@arranbanner.co.uk     www.arranbanner.co.uk

Simply complete the 
form and return to the 

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE TUESDAY 4.00pm
NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE
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DESCRIPTION ...........................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................  
 ....................................................................................................................................
PRICE .............................................TELEPHONE .....................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing 
of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part 
and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, 
books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer 
in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the 
event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, 
it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.

In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one 
or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge 
a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

Tel: 01770 700389 (Arran) 

Massy Ferguson 550 
with MF80 loader (separate) 

New hydraulic steering 
and clutch

£4000 ono 

Solid pine single bed frame. NO 
MATTRESS Tel: 700464
Female Tabby Kittens - 10 weeks 
old tel: 860414

Gents mountain bike £40, Ladies 
Mountain Bike £40, Washing 
Machine - Excellent £90, Strim-
mer - RYOBI 2 Stoke - excellent 
£90, Gas Heater with bottle £50 
tel:07980 671267
Stag minstrel bedroom suite, 
ladies double wardrobe, gents + 
shelvingcompartment, Dressing 
table with drawers and mirror, 
headboard & sidetable combi.  
£200 o.n.o. Excellent condition. 
Tel: 01770 700424
2 seater leather sofa (Reids) dark 
brown as new £175 buyer to col-
lect tel: 07767225958
Specialised Rockhopper Pro, 
17” Mountain Bike.This top of 
the range Mountain Bike comes 
with, Specialised M4 17” Alloy 
Frame. RockShox Front Forks. 
Avid Juicy 4, Hydraulic disc 
brakes front and rear. Shima-
no Deore XT Shadow Rear and 
Front Derailleur.  Shimano De-
ore Crankset. DT - Swiss 445D 
26” wheel rims and Sammy 
Slick tyres. Front and rear lights.
This bike, which is in absolute-
ly immaculate and brand new 
condition, cost £1,102.00 and 
is available for £750.00 Tel: 
700405

Joules top & ladies fashion top 
now in at taste of Arran shop

U.S Mail Box, new £20 Tel: 
07980671267
Garden parasol, Black never 
used, still in original packag-
ing £10, Garden parasol, Green, 
good condition £5, Mirrored 
bathroom cabinet, white painted 
wood surround, very good con-
dition £10, Bathroom cabinet, 
white with oval mirror £5, Elec-
tric towel rail, wall mounted, gilt 

Tel: 07808401178
Old wooden standard lamp, 
square base, new cream shade, 
£30, Cloth typist chair, dark grey, 
£15, Delongi oil heater with tim-
er, £20, Wall electric heater x 2 
£5 each Tel: 01770 700424
2 Ikea rattan chairs £15 for both, 

front £25 Tel: 07788681139

49” wide £10, Vertical blinds 

dow 234cm wide x 116cm deep 
£15, Tree lopping pole well used 
but still working £5, Blue jasper 
wedgewood ornaments sever-
al available from £4 each Tel: 
601269 or 07582439596

Tel 700 666

Toyota Prius T Spirit

Tel: 01770 840341 (Arran)

1797cc 5 door 
Auto White 
56000 miles 09 
Registration F.S.H.

£10,000

Tel: 01770 830239 after 7pm (Arran)

Vauxhall Zafi ra 1.6

2002 Petrol Engine, MOT until Sept 
2016, 99,000 miles, Dark Red.

£990
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CHURCH NOTICES

30TH WEDDING

THANK YOU

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

 (Part of the Worldwide
Anglican Church)

 St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay. 
Sunday 11th October
Harvest Festival, Holy

 Communion, 11.00 am.
 Rev Canon Simon Mackenzie, 

Priest-in-Charge.
 Parish lunch after service.

 Visit of Alison Clark,
Congregational Development 

Mission programme.
Harvest gifts invited: cash 

contribution for refugees and/
or items for Churches Together 
Food Bank (non-perishable!)

Thursday 15th October
‘Council of the Isles’ meeting of 
Mid-Argyll congregations in the 

Islay Frigate, Tarbert
at 12.00 noon.

ALL WELCOME

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza,
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but working 
together
Minister:

Rev Angus Adamson, 
Parish assistant:

Mrs Jean Hunter:
Worship will be conducted in 
the above churches at the fol-

lowing times to which
all are invited.

Sunday 11th October
Lochranza Church, 9.30am 

Morning Worship. 
Pirnmill Church, 10.45am 

Morning Worship.
Shiskine Church, 12noon

Morning Worship.
Brodick Church, 10.30am  

Morning worship.
Corrie Church, 11.30am

Prayer Meeting,
12 noon Morning worship.

There will also be a Service of 
Worship in Montrose House

at 1.30pm.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a 
fellowship to share”

Sunday 11th October
Kilmory 10am

Lamlash 11.30 am
Rev. Ian McLeod

All welcome, including
families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND
 (continuing)

Sunday 11th October
Morning Service  11am
Trust Housing Lounge,
Glen Estate, Brodick

Evening Service 6.30pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick

Prayer Meeting
Wednesday 14th October

7pm - 5 Glen Road

WHITING BAY AND
 KILDONAN 

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
(Charity Number: SC014005) 

Sunday 11th October
 Worship will be conducted 

by the minister, Rev Elizabeth 
Watson, at 10.30am.

 Tea and coffee will be served 
in the transept after the ser-

vice.
All most welcome.

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Sunday Morning Mass 11am

ARRAN BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Minister: Rev Vince Jennings
Sunday 11th October
11am Morning worship

in the
Ormidale Sports Pavilion, 

Brodick
Tea and Coffee after the 

service.
Wednesday at 7.30pm

Home Fellowship Group for 
Bible Study and Prayer.

Contact phone no 600222
Everyone warmly invited

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

Sunday 11th October  
Shiskine 11am (Church on 

road between Blackwaterfoot 
and Machrie)

Brodick 7pm (Church behind 

Rev Benjamin von Rensberg

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS, QUAKERS

Quakers meet every Sunday at 
11am. For meeting venue ring 

– 830622, 820223

Arran Ladies Golf Union, left to right; Sheila Gray, 
winner of the Cir Mhor Trophy with Yvonne Brothers, 
ALGU President and Susan Buchard who came second

Lamlash Golf Club
Ladies Section: Wednesday, 
October 30, Stroke, nine 
played, CSS,64, PAR, 65. 1 
Kate McAdam  83-19=64, 
2 Liz Sinclair 82-17=65, 
Scratch, Liz Sinclair 82. 

Machrie Golf Club
Tuesday, September 29, Sep-
tember medal, 11 played. 1 
Hamish Bannatyne 72-6=66, 
2 Brian Sherwood 81-13=68, 
3 Willie Anderson  86-16=70 
BIH.

Saturday, October 3, 
Lochranza Hotel Cup, six 

the winter season Stableford 
competition. 1 Graham Ken-
nedy, 42 points, 2 Denise 
Sherwood 37 points, 3 Phil 
Betley, 34 points, BIH.

Shiskine Golf Club
Thursday, October 1, Pink 
Day, 17 played. Sheila Gray, 

Participants at the Pink Day held in Shiskine 

Esther Henderson and Eliz-
abeth Kelso won. £120 was 
raised for a very worthwhile 
cause.

Brodick Golf Club
Wednesday, September 30. 
Eight played in thick fog. 1 

Charles O’Neill 82-18=64. 
There was only one magic 
two, on the 14th, Charles 
O’Neill - a 40ft putt from off 
the sanded green.

Sunday, October 4,  Bran-
don Medal, 15 played, CSS 
64. 1 Robert McCrae 69-7= 
62, 2 Ian McDermid 79-
15=64, BIH, 3 Alistair 
Hume 74-10=64. 

Well done Bobby winning 
the 1st class Brandon and to 
Ian winning the 2nd class. 
Ian also won the September 
Brandon, very well done.

 Next week it is a winter cup 
and the following week is 
the start of the Clochendich-
ter. Will the Captains please 
contact Gordon Hendry.

Whiting Bay Golf Club
Sunday, October, 4, Winter 
Cup, round one. 
 Another lovely autumn day 
saw 14 players compete in 

Cup. 
 CSS remained at 63 
and club captain, David 
Brookens, recorded his sec-
ond 61 in a row to claim top 
spot. 1 David Brookens, 12-
61, 2 Andrew Martin, 11-63, 
3 Alastair MacNish 13 - 65, 
4 Jamie McKechnie 7-66 
and lowest gross.  
 Jamie also managed the 
only magic two of the day at 
the 11th hole. 

Fixtures: Sunday, October 
11, Taylor Trophy Green-
some. 

Corrie Golf Club
Saturday, October 3, Cap-
tain’s Prize. 1 Barry King, 
39 points, bih, 2 Graeme 
Andrews,  39 points, 3 John 
McGovern, 36 points. Very 
good turnout for The Cap-
tain’s prize.

Congratulations to Barry on 
his victory. Graeme Andrews 
came in a close second, his 
chance of winning going 
down the drain on 16. Don-
ald made a gracious speech 
in which he thanked Pablo, 
in particular, for the excellent 
condition of the course.

Fixtures: Saturday, October 
10, Joe McKenzie Memorial 
Cup. Ballots at 8.30am and 
12.30pm.

Arran Ladies Golf Union
Saturday, October 3, Cir 
Mhor Trophy, 14 played. 
Thanks go to Lamlash Golf 
Club for the courtesy of the 
course which was in excel-
lent condition thanks to Jim 
McKenzie and his staff. 
 Many thanks too, to caterer, 
John, for his delicious rolls 
and copious amounts of tea 
and coffee which were much 
appreciated by all the ladies.
 Winner and repeating her 
success for the second year 
running was Sheila Gray with 
a fantastic score of 78-15=63. 
Second and scratch was Su-
san Buchard with a score of 
76-11=65.

Fixture: Drumadoon tray 
at Whiting Bay on Saturday, 
October 31 at 10.30am. 

THANK YOU
Michael and Pam Holmes would like to say 

thank you to all the friends who came along on 
October 3rd and helped us to have a really happy 

50th Wedding Anniversary. 
Thank you also for the many beautiful cards 

and flowers that you brought with you, 
you made our day really special.

Happy 30th anniversary mum and dad
Lots of love all the family xx

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

DEATH

SHELDON - TOM
Hilary and Miller would like 
to thank everyone for the kind 

they received after the loss 
of Tom.  Thank you to all 
the Arran medical staff who 
looked after him so well.  also 
the ambulance team and the 
air ambulance crash team.  
Thank you to Rev.J.Webster 
for his comforting words, 
Clair and David for the funeral 
arrangements and also the 
Lamlash Bay for refreshments.  
Tom will be greatly missed by 
us and all who knew him.

KERR - SANDRA
Peacefully at Arran War 
Memorial Hospital on Sunday, 
4th October 2015, surrounded 
by her family.  Funeral service 
in Corrie Church on Monday, 
12th October at 11.30am, 
and thereafter to Sannox 

please, there will be a retiring 
collection for ArCaS and Isle 
of Arran Hospital Supporters 
League.



The Arran Banner’s circulation is independently audited by the Audit Bureau of Circulations (ABC Ltd) 
- www.abc.org.uk.  The total average weekly net circulation for the 52 issues between 2nd January 2012 and
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Published by Wyvex Media, Brodick, Isle of Arran 
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NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING

Recycled paper made 
up 75.5% of the 

raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004

Cumnock 35
Isle of Arran 12

Isle of Arran RFC travelled to 
Cumnock for an early kick-
off on Saturday of 1pm, but 
with ferry delays, the island-
ers requested a 1.30pm kick 
off, which turned out to be 
closer to 2pm. 

Nevertheless, Arran trav-
elled with a full squad look-

league points of the season 
after clinching promotion last 

-
ond place in Division 3.

Despite being 23-0 down, 

Arran lose at Cumnock
half and managed to score a 
try and conversion to go into 
half-time 23-7 down, but ul-
timately lost 35-12, includ-
ing a try in the last minute 
from Cumnock to add to their 
woes. 

-
tion on October 17 when they 
travel to face Cumbernauld, 
who sit on eight points af-
ter three games, while Ar-
ran are still looking for their 

played.  

Rory and Neil Hunter competing at the National Championships

Arran brothers sail to success

Arran’s sailing brothers, Rory 
and Neil Hunter, won this 
year’s 49er National Champi-
onships last month.

The Lamlash siblings have 
ended a successful season in 
style, winning their second 
consecutive national champi-
onships.

The event was held at Hay-
ling Island Sailing Club 

strong winds and challenging 
tidal conditions in Chichester 
Harbour. 

Rory and Neil started 

days of the event and found 
themselves in second place, 
only one point off the lead 

competition. 
The third day was an in- The Hunter brothers’ high performance sailing dingy overtakes a competitor

between the Hunter brothers 
and Team Peters Sterritt, who 
the Hunters had never beaten 
at any regatta. 

Rory and Neil raced solidly 
all day and capitalised on a 
mistake from their rivals on 

to take the title.
Rory said: ‘At one point in 

the last race, the Canadian 
boat got in between us and 
the leaders’ boat, but we man-
aged to get back in front of 
them. Just as it looked like we 

we saw them make a mis-
take and managed to sneak 

and take the title.’
Following selection for the 

British sailing team in Jan-

uary, they have had a suc-
cessful season, winning the 
RYA spring ranking series, 
qualifying for the UK Sailing 
World Cup round and now 
winning the national champi-
onships.

Few people have won the 
49er national champion-
ships more than once. Previ-
ous winners include double 
Olympic medallist, Simon 
Hiscocks, which shows Rory 

track for their ultimate goal 
of a gold medal at the 2020 
Olympic Games.

brothers is the invitation-only 

in Abu Dhabi, and limited to 
only the 20 best sailors in the 
world.

‘We saw them make a mistake and 
managed to sneak through the finish
line ahead and take the title’
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