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Lamlash, Isle of Arran
www.thomsonconstruction.co.uk

Telephone: 01770 600242 
Fax: 01770 600714

John Thomson Construction Ltd
Building & Civil Engineering Contractors, Joiners & Glaziers

Full Design Service • Extensions Alterations • Repairs 

Replacement • Double Glazing • Kitchens • Roads 
& Bridges Construction • Tarmacadam & Concrete 

Surfacing • Excavation & Drainage

Any Job  Large or Small • Estimates Free

Visit our new website for full details of all our 
products and housing developments
www.thomsonconstruction.co.uk

SKIP HIRE
£120.00

inc.VAT
Tel: (01770) 600242

In last week’s editorial column 
in the Banner we wrote about 
the time in days gone by when 
tattie howking by children 
during the October school 
holidays was commonplace.

So on Sunday we were 
pleased to be able to capture 
a cameo of this rare rural ritual 
still being played out on one 
Arran farm.

George Tod of Balgowan 

Apprentice of the year 

Tattie howking on Sunday with George Tod at the digger helped by neighbours Dave and Marion Brambles, Mark and Lynne Blundell on holiday from New South Wales 
with children Holly, Hannah and Erin, Alastair and Alison Currie and children Rory and Lily, plus two collie dogs.     

Tattie howking in 
the October sun 
at Balgowan

grows a couple of acres of 
potatoes every year, mainly 
for consumption by family 
and friends. 

This is the time to lift those 
maincrop potatoes and get 
them into store, so on Sunday 
morning George was getting 
the 30-year-old Ransomes 
single row potato harvester 
ready for action. 

And by midday a collection 

of family and neighbours were 
assembled in the autumn sun-
shine, bags at the ready and 
all set for some serious tattie 
howking.

Trundling
After a few false starts, the 

digger was soon trundling up 
the drill behind the modern 
Massey Ferguson tractor. As 
the rattling chain convey-
or separated the earth from 

the potatoes, youngsters and 
adults bent their backs to the 
task at hand.

Maris Piper was the variety 
being harvested, a direct de-
scendant of the Arran Cairn 
potato, bred in 1930 by potato 
specialist Donald Mackelvie 

School now stands and widely 
acknowledged as the best spud 

An Arran student has won 
an impressive award for his 
work with Stagecoach on 
the island. 

The bus company chose 
Stuart McMaster, aged 17, 
from Shannochie as their UK 
wide apprentice of the year 
at a special awards dinner 
in Bristol.

‘I’ve always been inter-
ested in agricultural engi-
neering,’ explained Stuart. 
‘When I left school there 
was an opportunity to be-
come an apprentice here and 
so I jumped at the chance 
and so far I’ve really en-

For Stuart, who is in a class 
at college in Bristol with 
students from all over the 
country, the award is a huge 
accomplishment.

director for Stagecoach in 
the west of Scotland, said: 
‘This is a fantastic achieve-
ment for Stuart. It recognises 
all the hard work that he 
has put into both his work 
at the depot in Brodick and 
with his college work in 
Bristol.’Stuart McMaster. 01_b42stu01  
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thinking about wood fuel 
heating for your home?
Speak to the Energy Saving Trust 

for free, impartial advice
0800 512 012 www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/scotland 
or for a specialist home visit www.arranenergy.co.uk
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Kildonan Hall chairman Alastair Yates with the island’s 
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It pays to advertise in the Arran Banner 

ARDROSSAN
HARBOUR
TO YOUR DESTINATION

Mainland Taxis
07921 998457
01294 463556
Glasgow City Centre £40

Glasgow Airport £30

Prestwick Airport £23

Irvine Central Hospital £14

Crosshouse Hospital £20

Ayr Hospital £30

Troon Harbour £21

Kilmarnock £22

Ayr £27
For other quotes just ask!
Friendly Reliable Service
www.mainland-taxis.co.uk
7 SEATER WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE VEHICLE 
AVAILABLE

Arran makes front 
cover of Scottish 
Beekeeper
Arran’s newly formed Bee 
Group has made the front 
cover of the October edition 
of The Scottish Beekeeper 
magazine.

The Arran Bee Group met at 
Brodick Castle Ranger Centre 
at the end of September and 
had a reasonable turnout con-
sidering the stormy weather.

Two experienced beekeep-
ers brought samples of the 

hives. Group member Willie 
McNish said: ‘This allowed 
an interesting discussion on 
the content, and with the aid 

to see the varoa mite which 
many of us had never seen, 
and it allowed us to recognise 
this pest which unfortunately 
is a blight on our hives.

‘This mite, if left untreated, 
can kill off the bees and de-
stroys the hive. 

‘However, treatment is 
available and a discussion on 
application was found to be of 
great interest. Also discussed 

taken in July was having in 
raising a brood.’ 

The next meeting of the Ar-
ran Bee Group is in the Rang-
er Centre at 7pm on Thursday 
18 October.

Missing binoculars
James Nichols of Cumnock lost a pair of binoculars on 
Arran last week.

He and his wife were here on holiday and stopped to 
admire the seals at Sannox. Unfortunately, he left the 
binoculars on the seat.

Back in Whiting Bay they realised their mistake, and 

saying that someone had found them and was going to 
hand them in to the police station. After contacting the 
police each day, they had still not been handed in. If 
anyone still has them could they contact Mr Nichols on 
07546078349.

George McKechnie sorting out his mail for the last time 
in Brodick sorting office this week.   02_b41post01

After 38 years 
it’s the last
post for George
After 38 years on the post, 
George McKechnie is hang-
ing up his mailbag. 

This Friday 12 October he 
will be popping mail through 
Whiting Bay letterboxes for 
the very last time.

George started with the 
Royal Mail in Brodick on 20 
July 1974. 

on to the Whiting Bay run 
and has been delivering there 
ever since. Along with his 
colleagues, George has re-
ported in each day to sort the 
mail, then set off on his run 
by mid morning. 

a Morris Minor. ‘It’s famous,’ 
laughed George. ‘You can see 
it on display in the Glasgow 
Transport Museum. It is sus-
pended from the ceiling!’

George appeared on the 
front page of the Banner in 
February 1991 when he re-
ceived a long service medal 
along with fellow posties Bil-
ly Dickie and Ralston Green.

Now he is looking forward 
to having more time to play 
golf and do some gardening.

We asked if there had been 
many notable incidents down 
the years and he chuckled. 
‘Yes, there were lots,’ he 
said.

‘First of all, the banter in 

– Billy Connolly would get 
loads of material from it. 

‘Then there was the time 
when Ann Hodge of Spin-
drift had gone away on holi-
day. Unbeknown to me she 
had left a six-foot teddy bear 

in the bed under the covers. 
The mail piled up over days 
so I took a look through the 
window and got a shock. I 
thought she had died until 
a neighbour came with the 
keys!

Company
‘And you always look out 

for older folk. There was 
one lady that I used to light 

miss the company.’
-

ert Crawford said: ‘George 
has been one of the most re-
liable postmen. He has gone 

out in all weathers and is a 
mine of information on the 
community.’

George added: ‘I just want 
to say a wee thank you to the 
staff and people on my run. 
And to Sandy and Donald for 
my party last Saturday – they 
did me proud.’

It is indeed the end of an 
era because his uncle, also 
George McKechnie, was a 
postie before him. 

‘Yes,’ said George. ‘There 
has been a George McKech-
nie on the Whiting Bay run 
for over 60 years!’

Arran on the front cover 
of the October edition 
of Scottish Beekeeper 
magazine.     b41bee01

AND

WINTER IS COMING!
Waterproofs for all the family, 

hats, scarves, gloves too!

New range of knitwear, men’s casual shirts

Waterproof & Breathable walking boots from £27.50

Fleece tops from £9.99

Warm & waterproof jackets by Musto & Berghaus

Boots, trainers, shoes, warm socks, slippers, nightwear, 
thermal underwear, duvets, pillows, bed linen, towels

Compare our prices with the internet

Ladies and Gents Thermal 
Waterproof  Winter Boots.
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Arran residents will welcome 
the news that their CalMac 
ferry concession card can 
also be used on FirstScotRail 
trains at peak times.

Councillor John Bruce said: 
‘Following several reported 
incidents when Arran Ferry 
Concession Card holders have 
been refused train concession 
tickets when travelling at peak 
times on the Glasgow Central 
to Ardrossan Harbour line, 
Kenneth Gibson MSP and I 
would like to reassure Ferry 
Concession Card holders that 
peak travel restrictions on the 
train do not apply to them.
‘Several Arran travellers 

-
ties when FirstScotRail staff 
have demanded full fares dur-
ing the peak travel periods.

Sisters Joanna and Laura 
Harper are regular Arran hol-
idaymakers and come from 
the West end of Glasgow.

Last month, their holiday 
here just happened to coincide 
with the Lamlash Splash, so 
they decided to give it a go.

Joanna explained: ‘As sis-
ters, we have holidayed in
Arran all our lives and can’t 
believe that we hadn’t jumped 
at the opportunity to take part 
in the swim before now.

‘Originally the sea swim 
was just to challenge our-
selves and we couldn’t think 
of a more perfect place to do 
it than here.

Corrie Film Club  - The Hedgehog

Train ticket
confusion
cleared up
by Councillor

Councillor Bruce, who is 
NAC’s representative on 
SPT added: ‘This really 
should not have happened.’ 
‘Both Kenneth and myself 
have contacted Strathclyde 
Partnership for Transport who 

Concession Card holders are 
entitled to concession train 
tickets throughout the day. 

‘It is recognised as part of 
the connectivity package for 
ferry users who qualify for 
the Ferry Concession Card.
‘SPT have raised the mat-
ter with FirstScotRail who 
have apologised and agreed 
to continue ‘awareness rais-
ing’ training on the issue with 
staff on trains and at station 
barriers.

‘I am informed that some 

travellers have managed to 
secure refunds on their full-
fare tickets.’

Councillor Bruce contin-
ued: ‘We have already passed 
on this reassurance to the 
Community Council, Arran’s 
Elderly Forum and the Ferry 
Committee.

‘May I also point out to my 
fellow Ferry Concession Card 
holders that single or return 
rail tickets can be purchased 
at Brodick ferry terminal. 

‘Surprisingly, some travel-
lers are still unaware of this 
service. Please note though, 
that currently the CalMac is-
sued train ticket is too big to 
pass through the station bar-
rier slot. 

‘Staff will require to manu-
ally open the gates.’

(France 2011) Director 
Mona Achache (Cert.12)

Corrie Film Club’s new sea-
son begins this Sunday (Oc-
tober 14) with The Hedge-
hog. Set in contemporary 
Paris, The Hedgehog
time director, Mona Achache, 
is the story of an unexpected 
encounter. 

Paloma is an exceptionally 
intelligent 11-year-old girl 

who wants to end it all on her 
12th birthday. 

Fascinated by art and phi-
losophy, she documents her 
life and immediate circle, 
drawing trenchant and often 
hilarious observations of the 
world around her within a Pa-
risian apartment building. 

As her birthday approaches, 
-

dred spirits in her concierge, 
Rene Michel and enigmatic 

neighbour, Mr Kakuro Ozu. 

a deep impression because of 
its utterly captivating, well-
drawn characters, gentle hu-
mour and humanity. 

See it in Corrie and Sannox 
Village Hall this Sunday at 
8pm. All welcome. 

Members are reminded that 
subscriptions for 2012/2013 
are now due. Non-members – 
any small donation welcome! 

Concession card can be used on FirstScotRail

Laura and Joanna Harper presenting their Lamlash Splash cheque for £4,300 to 
Amanda Harris at the Ayrshire Hospice.    

Sisters splash out in Lamlash 
for Ayrshire Hospice

‘We then decided though that
it would be a good opportuni-
ty to try and raise money for 
the Ayrshire Hospice which 
is a charity close to our hearts 
since taking care of our Un-
cle Jimmy Dykes in 2008 
and more recently our Uncle 
Alan MacDougall, who sadly 
passed away last week.

‘We were both super nerv-
ous about the swim (and

loved taking part on the 
day and were totally over-
whelmed by all the donations 
that poured in from our fam-
ily and friends to support our 
chosen charity.........a charity 

who provide support for peo-
ple suffering from illnesses 
that will have sadly affected 
so many of your readers’ 
lives.

‘We had an initial target 
of £500 and smashed it by 
presenting a cheque here 
to Amanda Harris at the hos-

amount still growing.
‘I realise that you have al-

ready covered the Splash but 
thought you could maybe use 
this picture to encourage oth-
ers to donate in some way to 
the Hospice or similar.

Many thanks and roll on 
next years swim!’
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The Isle of Arran Music So-
ciety concert season starts 
again on Saturday 20 October 
at 7.30pm in Brodick Hall 
with a high-energy brand of 
classical, gypsy jazz, Celtic 
and world music from the 
Tim Kliphuis Trio.

Dutch violinist Tim Kliphu-
is breathes new life into exist-
ing styles with an improvised 
sound is unique and has pop-
ular appeal. 

Classically trained and 
widely regarded as the inheri-
tor of the Stephane Grappelli 

European gypsy guitarists but 
soon developed a crossover 
style taking him to classical, 
jazz and folk venues across 
the world.

For the 17th year in a row, 
Kilmichael is an Inspec-
tor’s Choice Hotel in the 
AA Grading Scheme, un-
der which they inspect 
over 3,000 hotels.

Of these, only 155 in the 
entire UK reach the stand-
ard required to become an 
‘Inspector’s Choice’.

Only 30 of these hotels 
are in Scotland. The AA 
refers to this award as 
‘The AA’s supreme acco-
lade for hotels, regardless 
of their size or type of op-
eration’.

The restaurant at Kilm-
ichael is the only one on 
the island to be awarded 
AA rosettes for the qual-
ity of its food. Co-owner 
Geoffrey Botterill said: 
‘Thanks to all our staff, 
particularly Helen Driver 
who has been with us for 
all 17 years and Rastislav 
Valko who has been here 
for six years.’

Kilmichael is number 
one on Tripadvisor for 
Brodick hotels and has a 
red entry in the Michelin 
Guide.

Seventeen in a row 
for Kilmichael

Head waiter Rastislav Valko, owners Antony Butterworth and Geoffrey Botterill and 
duty manager Helen Driver.     02_b41kil01

New season begins 
on a high note for 
Arran Music Society 

With him on stage are Nigel 
Clark (guitar) and Roy Percy 
(bass). Born in Glasgow in 
1957, Nigel was drawn to the 
guitar in the early 1970’s and 
has emerged as one of Eu-
rope’s top guitarists. 

Lasting impression

of the day, Nigel’s exposure 
to the gypsy genius Django 
Reinhardt made an equally 
lasting impression. 

Roy has been a professional 
musician for over 20 years 
and has appeared in bands 
ranging in style from the New 
Orleans tradition to swing, 
big band and jump-jive. 

He is no stranger to Arran, 
having appeared here with 
Quattro McJazz and Swing 
2010.

Arran Banner Pet Idol 2012
The 2012 Arran Banner Pet Idol has been chosen. 

You, the readers, have voted on the forms printed in the 
Banner over the past weeks and a winner has been selected 
based on the beastie ending up with the most votes. 

There have been multitudes of pets entered for the com-
petition, ranging from ponies to chickens, rabbits, cats, 
tortoises, goats, guinea pigs, mules, hamsters and dogs. 

The winner will be announced in next week’s Banner.
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HOUSES FOR SALE

An immaculately preserved 1950 bus was 
used as transport for guests at the wedding 
of Kathryn Elwis and Stewart Macfarlane on 
Saturday 29 September.

Kathryn is the only daughter of Norma Dav-
idson and step-daughter of Harry Davidson of 

Less than half NAC employees 
speak positively
about the Council
Less than half of North Ayr-
shire Council employees 
speak positively about the 
council or are prepared to go 
beyond the call of duty. 

These were just two of 
the statistics to come out of 

by NAC as reported in last 
week’s Banner.

But overall, Chief Executive 
Elma Murray felt the exercise 
was worthwhile.

After employees completed 
the 106-question survey the 

the council last Tuesday 2 
October.

The survey results exam-
ined the level of employee 
engagement, asking how 
many identify themselves 
with the council (51.05per 
cent); whether they speak 
positively about the Council 
(46.99per cent); whether they 
intend to stay working for the 

council (73.52per cent) and 
how many are prepared to go 
beyond the call of duty for 

(48.38per cent).
Employee engagement lev-

els at NAC outrank the Euro-

with teamwork and customer 
focus among the highest posi-
tive results.

The survey sought the views 
of 6,704 council employees 
on a wide range of subjects, 
while giving them the oppor-
tunity to have their say on the 
future direction of the coun-
cil.

The council approved an 
improvement plan to build 
on the positive results and 
address the key issues raised.
They found that staff were 
very positive about many 
aspects of the council, with 
85.41per cent saying they 
fully understand what is 

expected in their job and 
83.02per cent that they 

many employees feel there 
could be more contact with 
senior management (53.35per 
cent) and greater opportuni-
ties to contribute views be-
fore changes are made which 
affect their jobs (43.35per 
cent).

Key areas targeted for ac-
tion in the improvement plan 
include: staff involvement; 
communication between 
management and frontline 
staff; leadership; benchmark-
ing and staff development.
Chief Executive Elma Mur-
ray said: ‘This survey has 
been very worthwhile. A sig-

have taken the opportunity 
to complete the survey and 
share their views on working 
for the council. 

‘The results show an above 
average level of employee 
engagement within the coun-
cil – a key element in ensur-
ing that staff are happy at 
their work and want to pro-
vide the best possible service 
for the residents and com-
munities of North Ayrshire.
‘The views of our staff are 
very important to me and the 
senior management team and 
these results will play a major 
part in helping to improve the 
way the council operates.’ NAC Chief Executive Elma Murray.     02_b41elm01

‘The views of our staff are very important to me’

Vintage bus for wedding guests

The 60-year-old Albion bus outside St Bride’s Church, Brodick.     b41bus01

Brodick.
The bus is a 1950 Albion Valiant half-cab 

coach, owned by Glasgow Vintage Vehi-
cle Trust and was a substitute for a London 
Transport Routemaster double decker origi-
nally planned for the occasion.
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For the 12th year running, 
members of the Scottish 
Hawking Club made their an-
nual pilgrimage to Arran last 
week.

Local hawkers Ian Struthers 
and Murray Boal once again 

Brodick Bridge Club
The results for Thursday 4 
October were as follows: 

N/S 1 John and Jan Beat-
tie +1,170, 2 Morag Gar-
dener and Jean Barclay 
+580, 3 Trish Martin and 
Douglas Hamilton +160.
E/W 1 John and Mary Dick 
+3,280, 2 David Hender-
son and Fiona Crawford 
+860, 3 Margaret McGill and 
Pat Adamson +710. 
Lamlash Bridge Club
The results for Monday 8 Oc-
tober were as follows:

N/S 1 E McNiven and L 
Paul +1,000, 2 T Martin and 
D Cant +540, 3 J and J Beat-
tie +280.

E/W 1 J and M Dick +2,050, 
2 P Thompson and J McBride 
+1,440, 3 B Livingston and 
M Gardner +1,190.

The joint winners of this 
year’s Arran RNLI ‘Ships 
and Boats’ quiz were Chris-
tine Cocks of Ormskirk and 
Bert MacNeill of Cardross.

Answers are on display in 
the RNLI shop in Lamlash. 

One Solar PV has been rapid-
ly generating a good name for 
itself for solar installations in 
communities across the West 
Coast of Scotland over the 
past year and a half. 

Focusing on quality compo-
nents, customer service and 
only selling to customers who 
they can show a return of be-
tween eight and 12 per cent to, 
they have quickly established 
themselves as a company that 
can be trusted to properly 
survey and install a solar PV 
system that is tailored to the 
customer’s needs.

While One Solar provides 
nationwide coverage they 
are proud of their local focus 
with specially trained repre-
sentatives in key areas. 

Bridge
results

RNLI quiz 
winnersDouglas Thompson with his Red Tail on the island last week. b41bir01

For example, Rob Wallace 
in Argyll. Born and bred in 
Appin, Argyll, Rob is ideally 
placed to understand the lo-
cal requirements and needs of 
those on Arran. 

more about how One Solar 
PV could help you to reduce 
your power bills and earn you 
a tax-free income for 20 years 
give Rob a call and he will be 
more than happy to talk you 
through how it all works and 
if you like the sound of it Rob 
can carry out a free, no ob-
ligation survey from which 
a detailed quotation will be 
prepared.

You can call Rob on 0800 
612 4660 or email rob@
onesolarpv.com.

Hawkers’ annual trip to island
entertained the group, and Ian 
said afterwards: ‘On behalf of 
Murray and I can I give a big 
thank you to the Arran farm-
ers who made last week’s vis-
it to the island possible. 

‘The sun shone and we 

enjoyed many spectacular 

Douglas Thompson of Peni-
cuik with his female Red Tail; 
the bird is 25 years old and a 
credit to his good manage-
ment.’

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/arranbanner

Reduce 
power bills
with One 
Solar PV
Quality components 
and customer service



press policy
WE AT The Arran Banner do our utmost to make sure that all our reports 
are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on occasion, mistakes 
can occur in the hectic process of producing a local newspaper.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in print. 
The 

Arran Banner, Brodick, Arran giving your day-time telephone number 
where possible. 

This statement of policy will appear on this page every week along with 

The Arran Banner adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s Code 
of Conduct.  The views expressed in The Arran Banner are not necessarily 
those of the The Oban Times Group.

your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 
words in length for publication on this page. The 
editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses 
must be supplied, including on e-mails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime telephone number is also 
required for verification. Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact telephone number will not 
be printed. Please write or fax to: Letters Page, The 
Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran. 
E-mail editor@arranbanner.co.uk

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Arran
Deliveries
Glasgow Depot
Arran Deliveries
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow G14 OHB

Arran Deliveries
The Parcel Point
Harbour Road, 
Ardrossan
North Ayrshire 
KA22 8BZ

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
Daily collection throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and surrounding districts

Tel: 01475 676 255
Fax: 01294 469 492

Open Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm
Accepting goods destined 
for the island

We deliver the goods
not excuses
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and the door will be opened to you.’ (Matthew 7:7)

Victims doubly
victimised
Sir
I write in response to Mr 
Peterson’s letter regarding 
professional drivers who are 
charged with a driving of-
fence.

As a member of SCID, an 
organisation established in 
1985 to support victims of 
road crashes, I have attended 
many trials and would like to 
offer the victim’s perspective 
of the process.

The majority of fatal and 
serious injury road crashes do 
not result in court proceed-
ings.

When a case does go to 
court, the decision has been 
made by the Crown based on 
the evidence collated by the 

reports and other experts.
Even when a driver is 

charged, bereaved families 
and seriously injured victims 

-
selves attending court for pre-
liminary proceedings which 
are often cancelled at the last 
minute delaying the trial for 
months and even years.

It is now commonplace for 
the accused to be represented 
by an advocate with two so-
licitors at his or her side as-
sisting throughout the trial.

-
pute, who is generally less 
experienced, works alone and 
prosecutes in the public inter-
est. The victim has no choice 
of representation. 

-
cals for road crashes as there 
are for other crimes such as 
wildlife crime. 

I am often appalled by the 
way in which seriously in-
jured and anxious victims are 
questioned by the defence. 
There is no obligation on the 
accused to give evidence.  
Victims are therefore doubly 
victimised.

It is the responsibility of 
every driver, professional or 
otherwise, to ensure that they 

drive responsibly.
Yours,

Joyce Beasley
Chair
SCID (Scotland’s
Campaign Against
Irresponsible Drivers)

Lochranza accident
Sir, 
I’d like to send a message of 
thanks to all who helped me 
recently on Arran. 

I was on holiday camping 
in Lochranza and had a fall 
in the night and injured my 
right arm. 

After trips to Lamlash A&E 
at the time, then a trip to 
Kilmarnock A&E and a six-
hour wait to be told nothing 
wrong, then my local A&E in 
Carmarthen when I got back 
to South Wales, various prods 
and pokes to my elbow and a 
CT scan, I now know I had 
partially dislocated my right 
shoulder and I need surgery 
on my elbow to sort it out.
I would like to thank all the 
residents in Lochranza that 
came out to help my girl-
friend who had landed on my 
arm but was ok overall.

I do apologise for the noise I 
made though and hope I didn’t 
disturb too many people. I’d 
also like to thank the ambu-
lance staff who were very 
helpful and also all the staff 
in Lamlash A&E who sorted 
me out but also had a place 
for my girlfriend to sleep.
I’d also like to thank Nigel 
and Kathy at the Lochran-
za campsite for their help 
while I was all strapped up.
Many, many thanks and I will 
be back next year.

Yours,
John Dowsett
By e-mail

Do-gooders who 
don’t live here
Sir,
Yet another letter to the Ban-
ner from a do-gooder who 
doesn’t actually live here (let-
ters 29 September).

Ms Irene Taylor may well 
be a frequent visitor, but 
that’s all she is – a visitor. She 
also has many different shops 
to buy from and no doubt 
uses her local Tesco, Asda or 
Sainsburys.

It is always people who 
don’t live here who get on 
their soapboxes to force their 
views on to those of us who 
do live here. People who use 
the new Arran Haulage/Asda 
service do so because it now 
means not only do we get va-
riety but in a lot of cases low-

er prices. The Co-op has the 
same products week in week 
out, assuming of course they 
are available, and while we’re 
on the subject of the Co-op, 
is this not the same store that 
assured locals they would not 
sell newspapers and electrical 
goods?

The Co-op dictates what 
we can buy and all too often, 
something new will appear on 
the shelves, get snapped up 
and then never be seen again. 
I think Ms Taylor is being 
over-dramatic in her views 
concerning closure of the Co-
op and local businesses.

For one thing, using the 
Asda service does come at a 
price that would make buying 
the whole weekly or monthly 
family shopping cost prohibi-
tive.

For each type of goods you 
have to have a separate bas-
ket. The basket is roughly the 
size of a baker’s breadbasket 
and slightly deeper and costs 
£4 each. I do use this service 
and will continue to do so be-
cause I now get variety.

However, I do still use the 
Co-op. Like many other lo-
cals, when I have my car on 
the mainland I do a big shop 
at Asda, Tesco or Sainsburys. 
I do of course realise the im-
portance of local shops and I 
do use them whenever pos-
sible, but unlike Ms Taylor I 
believe the Co-op is here to 
stay. Competition from an-
other major store will do no 
harm whatsoever. It might 
even force the Co-op to im-
plement change and better 
prices.

I appreciate not everyone 
will share my point of view. 
That however is their choice.

Yours,
Lesley Goodchild
The Kestrel
Brodick

Interested in His 
Grace
Sir, 

-
graphical information about 
the 12th Duke of Hamilton 
(1845-1895, the father of the 
late Duchess of Montrose). 

I have looked on internet 
but have only found very 
summary information. 

I am interested in both his 
public and personal life. I 

would much appreciate any 
advice about where to look 
for more detailed informa-
tion.

With many thanks.
Yours,

 Ethel McFarlane
La Sorie 
Route de la Pelice 
Cherreau 72400 
France

Apologies for poor 
communication
Sir,
Further to Mr Hendry’s letter 
in the Arran Banner I would 
like to assure readers that we 
have apologised for the poor 
communication from Ar-
ran Trust in 2011, regarding 
his excellent suggestions for 
works that could be devel-
oped on the island.

This was most unfortunate, 
and was not intended to cause 
any offence.

However, to re-iterate, the 
Arran Trust has funds, con-
tributed by visitors for en-
vironmental projects on the 
island.

If you are part of an island 
organisation that has envi-
ronmental projects and needs 
funds, please contact us and 
we will help if we can.

Alternatively, if you have a 
community group that would 
like to be involved in preserv-
ing the island, then perhaps 
some of Mr Hendry’s sug-
gestions might be considered 
– please feel free to contact us 
for additional information.

Yours, 
Sheila Gilmore
Executive Director 
VisitArran and The Arran 
Trust

Courteous Co-op
Sir,
My 92-year-old mother and I 
have been on holiday in Lam-
lash and when shopping in 
Brodick Co-op we were very 
impressed by the courtesy we 
received from the staff. 

We would also like to thank 
the gentleman who was com-
ing into the store and helped 
us out with our shopping to 
our car in the pouring rain. It 
was much appreciated.

Yours,
Susan Calder
Doonfoot
Ayr

More legal protection for householders
Interesting to read this week about proposed changes to 
the law that would give householders who react with force 
when confronted by burglars more legal protection.

‘Grossly disproportionate’ force will still be against the 
law in England and Wales, but the bar will be higher than 
the current ‘proportionate’ force test.

On Arran many of us still leave our cars and homes un-
locked.

Twenty years ago the pages of The Banner were often 

had been left unlocked and broken in to. 
But even now we still live in a place where many con-

tinue to feel safe enough to leave doors open. 
And yet the world is changing – in some places Arran is 

no longer the close-knit community of neighbours it once 
was.

-
land home invaded by a complete stranger how would you 
react?

It is natural to want to defend what is yours; afterall that 
person has broken into your home and broken the law. 

But would you think twice about chasing someone who 
has broken into your home because of the current laws? 

The justice secretary Chris Grayling’s pledge on tackling 

have divided public opinion over whether the law needs 
to change. 

In 1999, Norfolk farmer Tony Martin shot dead an in-
truder in his home. He was jailed for life for murder but 
appealed and had the verdict reduced to manslaughter, 
serving three years in jail.

In 2008, Buckinghamshire businessman Munir Hussain 
was jailed for 30 months after chasing and attacking with a 
cricket bat one of three intruders who had tied up his fam-
ily. The intruder, Walid Saleem, received a lesser sentence 
than Hussain, who was convicted of grievous bodily harm. 
This was later reduced on appeal.

Householders are protected from prosecution as long as 
they act ‘honestly and instinctively’ in the heat of the mo-
ment.

It is still lawful to act in reasonable self-defence, even if 
the intruder dies as a result. However, prosecution could 
result from ‘very excessive and gratuitous force’, such as 
attacking someone who is unconscious.

The change to the law is in many ways a welcome one, 
as it will mean someone defending themselves in their own 
home who fears for their safety, will not be guilty of an 
offence. 
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8-seater taxis available

Ardrossan Harbour to:

Glasgow Airport
£30.00

Prestwick Airport
£25.00

Return bookings and other 
prices on request.

Arran Ceilidh     
Dance Group
The local Ceilidh Dance 
Group starts their winter ses-
sion on Friday 19 October.

in Corrie Village Hall starting 
at 8pm. 

Thereafter dancing will be 
on alternate weeks in Corrie 
and Lamlash Church Hall.

For the past 12 or so years 
this has been an enjoyable 
way for couples to do the 
well-known traditional danc-
es and learn a few new ones 
while exercising some rusty 
muscles at the same time.

‘Lunatic
at Large’ 
at Brodick
Castle
The Friends of Brodick Cas-
tle will be having a talk by 
Orcadian journalist Erlend 
Clouston on Wednesday 17 
October at 7.30pm in the cas-
tle tearoom.

Entitled ‘Lunatic at Large’, 
the talk will be about the in-
side story of Scotland’s for-
gotten genius.

Kildonan WRI 
‘supa soup’ 
fundraiser
Kildonan WRI are holding a 
‘supa soup’ fundraising event 
in Kildonan Village Hall on 
Monday 15 October from 
12noon to 2pm.

All are welcome to come 
along and enjoy a delicious 
plate of soup and a roll, or 
tea, coffee a scone and pan-
cake.

There will also be a display 
of craftwork.

A group of youngsters from 
Larbert High School in 
Falkirk were on the island last 

The 11 students, aged 16 
and 17, were accompanied 
by two teachers and stayed at 
Pirnmill for six days. 

The Banner caught up with 
two of them in Jimmy Gor-
don’s shop in Lamlash, ask-
ing him a host of questions 
about the island. 

They just happened to be 
quizzing him about the histo-
ry of the Arran Banner so we 
were able to cast some light 
on the subject.

They were surprised to learn 

Jaana Cranston and Scott Campbell of Larbert 
High School, in Jimmy Gordon’s shop with their 
questionnaire.  02_b41sur01

Falkirk school 
youngsters
learn about
Arran’s history

that it is the only newspaper 
in the world to be named 
after a potato, bred by Don-
ald Mackelvie in Lamlash 
in 1927 and that the potato 
in turn was named after the 
Scottish rugby player and 
Liberal politician John Ban-
nerman.

Among other things, they 
were keen to hear about the 

Memorial on the village green 
and the Buddhist monks on 
Holy Isle.  After their six days 
here, they went away know-
ing a lot more about Arran 
and may just return to the is-
land on holiday.

Follow us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbanner
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ASDA ONLINE SHOPPING
NOW AVAILABLE FOR 

COLLECTION ON ARRAN
For details please e-mail

hippoclog@hotmail.co.uk

We are delighted to be able to announce the four winners of 
the 2012 Arran Banner photographic competition.

Each year the quality of the photographs just gets better and 
better and 2012 has been no exception. 

For the judges it is never an easy task deciding on the win-
ners and with digital photography becoming a much more 
accessible pastime the number of entries we now receive is 
really rather amazing. 

As always we have two categories – people and animals and 
landscapes – with a winner and a runner-up in each section.

This year we were intrigued to see many more pictures fea-
turing people than in the past as entries have often focused 
more on Arran’s landscapes and wildlife.

As a result Beth Davies’ photograph of Coire Fhion Lochain 
is the winner of our landscapes section even although it has a 
person in the picture.

The judges felt this didn’t detract from the incredible image 
of the volcanic crater on a sunny day in summer. 

Andy McNamara’s delightful image of a little girl reading 
about Arran’s wildlife caught the eye of the judges early on 
and was chosen as a worthy winner in the people and animals 
category. 

Avril McDonald’s Red, White and Blue touched on the ju-
bilee theme of the early summer and the panel felt it was a 
delightful take on a classic Arran image.

Finally Christian Swan’s picture Glen Rosa was praised by 
judges for its slick modernity and they felt it was a striking 
image of one of the island’s most loved spots.

With its eerie stillness and the fact that you can’t see the 
woman’s face, the judges marked it out early on as a possible 
winner. 

Congratulations to both of our winners who will receive a 
fabulous hamper of goodies from the Isle of Arran Cheese 
Company. 

The runners-up will each receive a one year subscription to 
Scottish Field magazine. 

Winners of the 2012 Arran 
Banner photo competition 

WINNER A Well Earned Rest. Beth Davies, Glasgow.

RUNNER-UP  Red, White and Blue. Avril McDonald, Troon.

AUTUMN OFFERS
Honda rotavators – two models available 

Quad bike ramps £160 + VAT
New and reconditioned hydraulic log spillers from 

£120 + VAT
New and reconditioned chainsaws

Tel: 870 225. Closed 12 noon Saturdays and every Sunday

SLIDDERY SUPPLIES
Stockists and Suppliers of 

Agricultural and General Hardware
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Scottish Franchise of the Year 1999/2000
UK Entrepreneur of the year 2001/2002

WINNER Junior Wildlife Spotter. Andy McNamara, Whiting Bay. 

THIS MONTH IN 
SCOTTISH FIELD...
LOCH 
LOMOND 
& THE 
TROSSACHS
Hazel Irvine 
on an 
outdoors 
paradise

READ...
THE COWBOY 
CHARITY 
SAVING OUR 
SOLDIERS 
YOU ain’t nothin 
but a hound dog colourful 
images from the 
Scottish Hound Show
AN AMAZING MORAY 
MEADOW GARDEN
Are red kites wiping out our waders?
THREE GO WILD AT THE SEASIDE -
our crack fishing team head to Lewis
Scotland’s 10 most celebrated court cases
20 PAGES OF SCOTLAND’S BEST SCHOOLS 

SUBSCRIBE... AND 
RECEIVE A MOSS-GROVE JOINT 
EASE REJUVENATING SET 
WORTH £23.50

WINDubarry bootsworth£300

www.scottishfield.co.uk

RUNNER-UP   Glen Rosa. Christian Swan, Ipswich. 
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Got a story for
The Arran Banner?

 Call our reporters on 01770 302142

Felicity Walker receiving a cheque from Sheridan Wal-
don at the Ranger Centre.     b41art01

McLellan Festival 
says thank you 

Shiskine WRI’s ladies are pictured with the trophies 
they won at the annual show back in August.

The Arran Theatre and Arts 
Trust would like to thank 
all those who were involved 
with, and who supported in 
any way, the recent McLellan 
Arts Festival.

It was a particularly suc-
cessful festival and for this 
thanks are due to all those 
who worked so hard on the 
steering group to bring this 
success to fruition. 

Particular thanks to Ian Watt 
and Sarah Cook for tireless 
fund raising, to Sarah Cook 
and Josephine Pomeroy for 
organising and running the 
highly successful Arran open 
Studio event, to John Sil-
lars for hours of rehearsal 
and skilful direction of Jed-
dart Justice, to Cicely Gill 
and David Underdown for 
organising such a successful 
Poetry Competition and joy-
ous visit from Jackie Kay, 
to Ed O’Donnelly for mag-

on Film project, to Margo 

Round the rurals
WRI aim to form choir 
The Isle of Arran WRI would 
like to form a choir.

Jerry Arthur of Shiskine 
WRI said: ‘We need a choir-
master. Please telephone 
Marilyn Woods, Secretary 
on 860487, or Mairi Duff, 
President on 870305.

‘There is a National WRI
Choirs competition and all 
interested members are in-
vited to join the choir.

‘Once we have a choir 
master we will let you know 

-
gether.’ 

Shiskine WRI 
On Wednesday 3 October 
our new President Mrs Jen-
ny Harper for Shiskine WRI 
made a very warm welcome 
to all members including 
new members too.

-

ing of the new season for 
2012/2013 and we were treat-
ed to a super cookery demon-
stration by Jerry Arthur of 
Simple Suppers which we 
were able to sample and very 
delicious too. 

Our competition of Bram-
ble Jelly was won by Jenny 
Harper and second was Fiona 
Scott.

The Exhibition of an Au-
tumn Photograph was won by 
Kate Macintosh and second 
was Morag Murchie and the 

Kinnaird.
We were reminded that the 

annual WRI Rally will be 
held at the Kinloch Hotel on
Thursday 1 November. 

Our next meeting is on 
Wednesday 7 November the 
competition is a ‘beauty lim-
erick’ and the exhibition is a 
compact.

performers at Arran Connec-
tions Concert, to Ain’t Mis-
behavin for supporting music 
at the poetry night, to Angus 
Adamson and Aranach, to 
Arran Jazz Café Band, Mike 
Bailey, Sheila Gilmore, Tim 
Pomeroy and John Sillars for 
wonderful ceilidh entertain-
ment, to those who provided 
food, newspaper copy, to Pe-
ter Alexander Wilson, tutors 
and students who organised 
and took part in the summer 
music school and perform-
ances, to Assja Baumgartner 
and Josephine Pomeroy for 
feeding the students so well 
and to all those who provided 
accommodation and hospi-
tality – Ann and John Bruce, 

Fay Reid, and Claire and 
David Underdown.

Warm gratitude also extends 
-

nancially: Auchrannie Leisure 
and Iain Johnston for gener-
ous sponsorship of the Music 

Wheeler for unstinting work 
on publicity and printing, to 
Margaret Wright for inde-
fatigably organising front of 
house with sterling help from 
Sarah Cook, Colin Guthrie, 
Maureen Moore and Alison 
Prince, to Colin Guthrie for 
arranging tuning of the piano 
and to Diana Hamilton for 
organising and providing the 

-
nal concert. 

Generously
There were many others, 

outside the steering group, 
who made the Festival pos-
sible by generously giving of 
their time and talents and we 
are extremely grateful to all 
of them – to John Inglis and 
Tom McNeish for set design 
and building, to the casts and 
backstage teams of Jeddart 
Justice and Sweet Largie Bay, 
to Robin Fisher, Jon Holling-
worth and Andy McCallum of 
Arran Events for lighting and 
sound expertise, to the guest 

School; North Ayrshire Coun-
cil, The Scottish Community 
Foundation and the Heritage 
Lottery Fund ; and to those 
who supported in other ways 
- that stalwart supporter of all 
local productions, the Book 
and Card shop in Brodick for 
selling tickets – an irksome 
and thankless task but so ap-
preciated; Corrie and Sannox 
Village Hall, Brodick Hall, 
KA Leisure and MITE staff at 
the Community Theatre, Cor-
rie Church, Lamlash Church 
and Brodick Bar for provid-
ing welcoming and helpful 
venues.

Finally, to all those who 
came as audiences to the 
events – thank you so much; 
the support this year was par-
ticularly warm and generous. 

Look out later in the year 
for the results of our exciting 
Young Person’s Film Project. 
Meanwhile, if you have any 
ideas for the McLellan Arts 
Festival, please be in touch.

Sheridan Waldon from Isle of 
Arran Homes presented Fe-
licity Walker, Art in Mind tu-
tor, with a cheque for £243 on 
Friday 29 September at Brod-
ick Castle Ranger Centre.

A Round Arran Relay was 
organised by Isle of Arran 
Homes and all sponsorship 
money raised was divided be-
tween Art in Mind and Arran 

Riding for the Disabled.
Art in Mind has become a 

vibrant and innovative group, 
helping many local people, 
with the power of artistic 
endeavour, to feel better in 

-
dence within the wider com-
munity. 

Sarah Hay said: ‘A lot of us 
have improved enough to sell 

our creations in local art ex-
hibitions, organised by Arran 
Visual Arts and the National 
Trust for Scotland Brodick 
Castle exhibitions. Art in 

Mind are grateful to Isle of 
Arran Distillery where we 
will be holding an exhibition 
of our work at the visitor cen-
tre from 27 October. 

Corrie & Sannox 
Christmas Fayre
Saturday 8th December
1 pm – 4pm
in the Village Hall

Local Crafts and Produce Stall

much, much more.

Santa’s Flying Visit
Christmas Tree Lighting 
at 4 pm
Mulled Wine and 
Mince Pies.

RANGER SERVICE
WALKS & EVENTS IN 

OCTOBER

Tue 16th  2 – 4pm  AUTUMN ART ATTACK
Be inspired by nature’s brilliant autumn palette and use 
natural materials to create colourful outdoor artworks.
Entry to Country Park + £2/adult, £1/child
No need to book, meet at Ranger Centre

Thurs 18th  2 – 4pm RED SQUIRREL STROLL 
Leisurely woodland walk to our squirrel hotspots. Find out 
all about the furry rodents and how to tell if they’re about.
Entry to Country Park + £2/adult, £1/child
Wear outdoor clothing
No need to book, meet at Brodick Castle Reception Centre

FARMERS & CRAFTS 
MARKET    KILMORY HALL

SATURDAY 20th OCTOBER 2012
10.30am – 2.00pm

Fabric, Wool & Craft Supplies from 
Kilmarnock

Call Lesley 860425

COFFEE MORNING
In Whiting Bay and Kildonan Church Hall

On Saturday, 20th October 2012.
10.30 am – 12 noon

An opportunity to enjoy coffee, home baking and 
browse among stalls of books, toys, gifts, etc.

This is in aid of Church Funds and we look forward to 
seeing you there.

TIM KLIPHUIS TRIO
A fusion of classical gypsy, jazz and celtic traditional music

Saturday, 20th October, 
Brodick Hall at 7.30 pm

Concert brought to you by Arran Music Society
Tickets £8 (children free) available from 

Inspirations of Arran
www.arranevents.com or at the door.
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Got a story for 
The Banner?
Call 01770 

302142

Bird Notes for
September

Soup and 
Sandwiches
in aid of Dr 
Graham’s
Homes
There will be Soup and 
Sandwiches in aid of Dr. 
Graham’s Homes, Kalim-
pong on Saturday 20 October 
at Brodick Church Hall 
between 12 noon and 2pm. 

There will be a variety of 
delicious homemade soups 
and a choice of appetising 
sandwiches.

There will also be a won-

provides nurture and educa-
tion to destitute Anglo-Indian 
children rescued from the 
slums of Kolkata. 

With love and support they 
are encouraged to reach their 
full potential. 

The more money raised 
the fewer under privileged 
children are turned away 
each year. Please come along 
and support the children of 
Dr Graham’s Homes.

September was 50 percent 
wetter than last year with sev-
eral stormy days. 

With September being the 
start of the peak migration 
season when many birds are 
on the move, the unsettled 
weather may have contrib-
uted to the wide range of 
species recorded.  It was cer-
tainly the time to expect the 
unexpected.

Unusual records included 

through Machrie Bay on 8th.
-

ran waters this year. There 
were three reports of female 
Merlin - at Laggan on the 8th,
Shiskine on 9th and Auchen-
hew on 23rd.

An Osprey at Slidderywater-
foot on 10th was only the sec-
ond record this year. A group 
of eight Common Scoter in 
Brodick Bay on 11th is a large 
group for Arran. Two Tufted 
Duck in Whiting Bay on 21st

is only the fourth record for 

more than one bird.
A Ptarmigan on the slopes 

of Beinn Nuis on 19th is the 
second record in this area this 
year. There were no records 
in 2011.  A female Scaup on 
the sea off Blackwaterfoot 
on 27th

year,
Other birds on migration 

included: a Whimbrel at Slid-
dery on 7th, three Sandwich 
Tern at Machriewaterfoot on 
8th, 30 Manx Shearwater at 
Auchenhew on 9th, four Dun-
lin at Cleats Shore on 12th

Sanderling at Machriewater-
foot on 12th, six Wheatear 
at Glenashdalewaterfoot on 
12th, a Bar-tailed Godwit at 
Machriewaterfoot on 15th, a 
Knot at Blackwaterfoot also 
on 15th and 15 White Wagtail 
at Auchenhew Bay on 23rd.

The ringing of 250 Lesser 

Swallows were still in the nest in Whiting Bay at the end of September.     b41swa01

Redpolls by licensed bird 
ringers in one area in Auchen-
hew Bay over 22nd and 23rd

gives an indication of the 
number of birds on the move 
in September.

At this time of year, birds 

in preparation for migration.   
Reports included: 14 Black-
throated Divers off Cosyden 
on 8th, eight Red-throated 
Divers in Whiting Bay on 
12th, 150 Starling and 100 
Meadow Pipit on Kildonan 
shore on 16th, 60 Swallow in 
Kildonan on 22nd, 1,000 Kit-
tiwake in Whiting Bay on 
23rd

Shore on 26th and 50 Linnet at 
Drumadoon Point on 27th.

With the approach of winter 
some birds move to the mild-
er coast. Dipper was reported 
at the mouth of the Machrie-
water on 8th and the mouth 
of the Glenashdalewater on 
17th.  Other birds more asso-
ciated with winter included: 
a Greenshank at Clauch-
lands on 21st, four Wigeon in 
Auchenhew Bay on 27th and 

Sliddery on 29th.
Having said that, some sum-

mer visitors were still around 
including: 50 Sand Martin at 
Corrie Golf Course on 26th, a 
Chiffchaff at Auchenhew on 
23rd and a Willow Warbler at 
Margnaheglish on 28th. There 
were two unusually late re-
ports of young being fed in 
nests: Swallow in Whiting 
Bay on 28th and House Martin 
in Sandbraes on 30th. Octo-
ber should see the last of the 
Swallows departing south.

Other sightings this month 
included: 150 Shag at Kil-
donan on 9th, a Snipe in Glen 
Sannox on 16th, three Moor-
hen at Port-na-Lochan on 23rd

and a Water Rail was found 
dead on the Dhunan track in 

Corriegills on 27th. This se-
cretive species is easily over-
looked.

Finally, my thanks to all the 
volunteers who took part in 
the Eider survey in Septem-
ber. Total number of birds re-
corded round Arran was 131. 
Last year the total for Arran 
was 50. Ten years previously 
it was considerably more at 
over 600.

Please send any bird notes 

me at Kilpatrick Kennels, 
Kilpatrick, Blackwaterfoot, 
KA27 8EY, or e mail me at  
james.cassels@virgin.net. I 
look forward to hearing from 
you. For more information 
on birding on Arran purchase 
the

Arran Bird Report 2011 and 
visit this website www.arran-
birding.co.uk.

By Jim Cassels

Huge numbers of Lesser Redpoll moved through the island in September.    b41red01

Only the second report of an Osprey on the island this year.     b41osp01

For more information or to book, please call:

01524 37500 Quote ARR

Organised by Omega Holidays, ABTA V4782, ATOL Protected 6081.
Subject to availability.

For more great off ers visit: www.arranbanner.reader.travel

Meet Santa in the Sky and give your kids a magical
experience this Christmas time!  
Join us on an 80 minute fun-fi lled fl ight as we and 
Santa’s Elves go in search of Father  Christmas 
above the clouds in this game of ‘hide and seek’ 
with a festive diff erence.

Pre-fl ight entertainment
 80 minute fun fl ight to ‘Meet Santa in the Sky’
 Meeting with Santa
 A present for each child

Meet Santa in the Sky

Subject to minimum numbers.

Saturday 15 December 2012, from Glasgow airport

from £139.95pp

Lapland - The home of Santa Claus
Come bring the whole family to Lapland, the
home of Santa Claus, and enjoy a fun-fi lled and
festive time in a magical Winter Wonderland...

Return fl ight from Glasgow airport to Rovaniemi &
airport taxes
 Airport transfers, use of thermal clothing and a
hot buff et lunch
 The chance to meet Santa Claus
 Participation in all activities off ered including
snowmobiles, reindeer drawn sleigh rides, husky dog 
drives and walks in the snowy woods

Please note: due to the cold temperatures in the Arctic Circle, travel to Lapland
is not advised for any children under 3 years old.

from £439.95pp

IDEAL
GIFTS

Great Value Day Excursions
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The Arran Banner 20 years ago

Last week Archie 
was in Lamlash 
cemetery in front of 
the grave of Dr Dugald 
Campbell, great-
great-grandfather of 
author J K Rowling. 
First correct answers 
were from Margaret 
of Lamlash and Judith 
of Cheshire. This 
week he is deep in 
the forest, but do you 
know where that path 
is?

Archie?Where’s

If you think you know then post your answer on the website www.arranbanner.co.uk 
Or email us at: editor@arranbanner.co.uk

The Pillar Box
Sponsored by

The Pillar Box
Pet Food Suppliers, 

Fair Trade Gifts and Crafts
Shore Road, Whiting Bay
Tel: 01770 700205

New ranges of  horse essentials

Saturday 9 October, 1992
New theatre plans
Plans will be submitted to 
CDC within the next few 
days for Arran’s new theatre 
at St George’s Church, Lam-
lash.

The new plans for a 
more modest conversion at 
£200,000 have been drawn 

Sue Girbow of Bay News 
gives Clive Hughes his 
lottery cheque.    b41twe01

One of the fugitive soldiers on the run on Arran.     
b40twe02

up by local architect Alan 
Mochrie.

Clive wins village 
lottery
Clive Hughes of the Grange 
House Hotel in Whiting Bay 

of £250 in the new village lot-
tery that looks to raise funds 
to reinstate the putting green 
after storm damage.

Land Court for 
Brodick surgery
On Thursday the Land Court 
sat in Brodick Hall to de-
cide whether CDC should be 
granted a feu-waiver from 
Arran Estates so that it could 
sell the ground in front of the 
Brodick bowling green for a 
new doctors’ surgery. 

The tribunal is expected to 
last two days with the verdict 
being announced within two 
months.

Fugitives on the run 
on island
Watch out, there’s a fugitive 
about. Next Sunday an army 
exercise will commence on 
the island that will involve 20 
‘enemy prisoners’ escaping in 
the Southend. 

trainees in the Royal Green-
jackets and their objective 

boat at Catacol in seven days 
to escape to freedom. 

They will be living off the 
land and hunted by a com-
pany of other soldiers. Arran 
residents are asked to turn 
them in like dogs if they see 
them.

Big American 
cheese order

of cheese for America has 
been won by Torrylin Cream-
ery. They will be red and 

black wax 14 and six kilo 
truckles.

Rugby walloping by 
Arran
Arran Rugby Club beat St 
Modans by 62 points to nine 
last Saturday with Paul Jame-
son running in four tries and 
Jimmy Morrison slotting six 
conversions.

Lamlash seafront 
scheme
Plans for an environmental 
improvement scheme for 
Lamlash seafront were out-
lined this week in a series of 
meetings at the Council Of-

Stuart Gough clowning it 
up at the Kilmory charity 

auction.     b40twe03

ARRAN HERITAGE MUSEUM
SCOTTISH CHARITY NUMBER  SC002089

Come along and wander down ‘Memory Lane’
A constantly changing collection of Archaeology, Geology, 
Arran at War, Children’s Quiz and play House, Clearances 
and Emigration, Farm Implements, 19th Century Cottage, 
1940’s Schoolroom, Original Blacksmith’s Forge, Villages 
Then and Now, and Gift Shop with unique presents for all 

the family.

**** THE ISLAND’S MOST INEXPENSIVE 
FOUR STAR ‘MUST SEE’ ATTRACTION****

Researchers welcome at our Archives and 
Genealogy Services

(Wednesdays only 10.30am to 12.30pm and 1.30pm to 
3.30pm, or by appointment)

Delicious meals and snacks at Café Rosaburn, 
seven days a week.

SHOP SALE NOW ON

Almost all stock 20% off.
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in association with Isle of Arran Brewery
Whats on

www.arranbrewery.com

To appear in What’s On telephone the Arran Banner 01770 302142

Everyday
Arran Brewery Open Mon-Sat 10am-5pm, Sunday 12.30pm-4.30pm
Arran Brewery Tour 2pm

Brodick Castle, Garden Open Daily 9am-Dusk
Arran Heritage Museum Rosaburn, Brodick 10.30am-4.30pm

Saturday 13th October 
Army Cadets, Auchrannie Road 11am – 1 p.m. 
Over 21s Disco Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Karate Auchrannie Games Hall, 11.30am-12.30pm
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Arran Dancers (4yrs & up) Arran High School, 10am
Junior Badminton Club Auchrannie Sports Hall 1-3pm Ages 5-16

Sunday 14th October
Alcoholics Anonymous Church Hall, Brodick, 4.30pm
New Al-Anon Meeting Brodick Church Hall, 4.30 – 6 pm. 
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm-5pm
Live Music Ormidale, 8.30pm
Open Mic Session Eden Lodge, Whiting Bay, 2pm-5pm
Sunday folk Session Ormidale, 9pm
Bluegrass Concert, The Ballinger Farm Band Lamlash Parish Church 7.30 pm

Monday 15th October
Over 50s Badminton Lochranza Village Hall, 2pm-4pm
Badminton  Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Weight Wise  Hospital Bungalow, 5pm –5.30pm
Ladies Netball  High School sports hall – seniors, 7.30-9pm
Citizens Advice Ormidale Pavilion, 9.30-1.30pm
Breathe Walk class Kinneil, Lamlash, 5.15pm
Table Tennis Corrie Hall, 6.30pm
Come Dance with me – LeRoc modern Jive Whiting Bay Hall, 7.30pm
Arran junior Football Ormidale Park, 6pm-7pm
Quiz Eden Lodge, Whiting Bay, 8.30pm
Badminton Auchrannie Sports Hall, 7-9pm
Lamlash Bridge Club, Lamlash Golf Club, 7pm for 7.15pm
Rink Game  Lamlash Bowling Club   6.30pm
Outside Boot Camp Whiting Bay Park 6am
Boot Camp Outside Kinloch Hotel, 6.30pm – 7.30pm
Volleyball Club Auchrannie Games Hall, 7-8pm 
Arran junior football Club Ormidale Park, 6pm –7.30pm
Scottish Country Dancing for Begin. & Improv.  Corrie & Sannox Village Hall 2 pm
Arran Antiquarians Ian Marshall, Glasgow    Brodick Public Hall 2 pm

Tuesday 16th October
Pop Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Youth Club Kildonan Hall, 7pm
Rotary Club Glencloy Suite, Auchrannie, 7.15pm
Melody Movement, Ballet Class 2 ½ yrs up Auchrannie Dance Studio, 2pm
Dudes & Divas Funky Dance Class 2 ½ yrs up Auchrannie Dance Studio, 2pm
Youth Club Brodick Hall, 6.30pm-8pm
Zumba Fitness Class Arran High School, 6.30-7.30pm
Weight Watchers St Molios, Church Hall, 7pm
Rink Games Blackwaterfoot Bowling Club, 2pm
Junior Hockey Club 8yrs up Ormidale Park, 6-7pm
Country Dancing Brodick Hall 7.30pm
Rowan Singers Rehearsals Lamlash Church 7.30pm 
Brodick Improvements Committee AGM Ormidale Pavilion 7.30pm
Auchrannie Winter Bowls Auchrannie, 7pm-9pm
Healthy Outdoors: Conservation, exercise, well being  10am-1pm NTS ranger centre
Brodick Castle Autumn Art Attack 2-4pm

Wednesday 17th October
Hockey Auchrannie Games Hall, 6.30-7.30pm
Tae Kwondo Arran high School – kids, 6.30-7.30pm, Adults, 7.30-8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30-9.30pm
Arran Brass Rehearsal Whiting Bay Hall, 7.15pm
Senior Badminton Arran High School, 8-9pm
Yogalates Auchrannie Studio, 9.30-10.30am

Music Mayhem Class Parents & little ones Auchrannie Dance Studio 10.45am
Kids Games Playbarn, Auchrannie, 5-6pm
AYF Film Making Club Brodick Church Hall, 4.30-6.30pm
Arran Heritage Museum Archives & Genealogy Services 10.30-12.30 & 1.30-3.30
Arran Absolute Beginners Runners 5.30pm, Auchrannie Spa Car Park.
Arran Advance Beginners Runners 6pm Auchrannie Spa Car Park 
Bridge Drive Lamlash Golf Club, 7pm
Rink Game Lamlash Bowling Club, 7pm
Northend Football Training Lochranza, 7pm
Outside Boot Camp Whiting Bay Park   6am
Boot Camp Outside Kinloch Hotel, 6.30pm – 7.30pm
Friends of Brodick Castle Tearoom, 7.30pm
Arran Elderly Forum Ormidale Pavillion 11 am  

Thursday 18th October
General Knowledge Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Lochranza Craft Club Hall, 2pm
Youth Club Youth Cabin, Lamlash, 7-9pm
General knowledge Quiz Kinloch Bar, 9pm
Zumba Fitness Club Arran high School, 6.30-7.30pm
Live Country/Folk music Eden Lodge, Whiting Bay 8.30-10.30pm
Brodick Embroidery Group Brodick Library 7.30 p.m. – 9.30 pm
Brodick Bridge Club Brodick Golf Club, 7.15pm for 7.30pm
Auchrannie Winter Bowls Auchrannie, 7pm-9pm
Lunchbox Orimidale Pavillion 12.30 – 2.30
Brodick Castle  Red Squirrel Stroll 2-4 pm

Friday 19th October
Aqua Fizz Auchrannie Hotel Pool, 9.45-10.30am
Yogalates Auchrannie Studio, 10am-11am
Arran Youth Foundations Church Hall, Brodick 7pm-9pm
Weight Watchers Ormidale Pavilion, 5.30pm
Lochranza Kids Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6-8pm
Lochranza Adults Badminton Lochranza Hall, 8pm
Disco Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Outside Boot Camp Whiting Bay Park   6am
Quiz Whiting Bay Golf Club, 8pm
Arran Ceilidh Dance Group Corrie Hall 8 – 10pm
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Recruitment

We are looking for enthusiastic and passionate people to join 
our care and support team delivering care and support services 

to people in their own homes on the Isle of Arran.

Experience not essential, as full comprehensive training is 
provided.  Full drivers licence and own transport is desirable.

We are an equal opportunities employer.

jobs@inacs.co.uk

Property

COTTAGES & CASTLES
Arran and Scotland’s Leading Holiday Houses

Flexible Service for owners
Tel: 01738 451610 

www.cottages-and-castles.co.uk

Drive Times
2006 FORD KA 

1.3

£2200

51,300 miles
MOT to Sept end 2013. Taxed to March end 2013.

2 careful lady owners.

Tel: 01770 600929

ROVER SPIRIT
45

£1300

02 plate. 1 Years Tax.  MOT Jan 2013. 25,000 Miles.
Very Good Condition.

Tel: 01770 302541

PEUGEOT 206 
ESTATE

£1800 o.n.o.

2 litre hdi diesel engine, 70,000miles
1 years MOT, Good Condition.

Tel: 07818 815513

LONG LET AVAILABLE
Shiskine near Blackwaterfoot

3 Bedroom Cottage
Re-Advertised due to illness

Enquiries 
Tel : 01294 464802

Job Opportunity with 
North Ayrshire Council

Isle of Arran
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Public Notices

UNDER

£30
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED
ITEMS INTO CASH!

ARRAN BANNER CLASSIFIEDS

The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ
Tel: 01770 302142  Fax: 01770 302021

Email adverts@arranbanner.co.uk     www.arranbanner.co.uk

Simply complete the 
form and return to the 

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE TUESDAY 4.00pm
NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE

ITEM...........................................................................................................................
DESCRIPTION...........................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................
PRICE .............................................TELEPHONE .....................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON

ARRAN MEDICAL GROUP 

SEASONAL FLU VACCINATION 
PROGRAMME 2012-13 

Arran Medical Group is now running the annual seasonal flu vaccination programme for 
patients who are 65 and over, or who have a serious medical condition such as lung and 

heart problems, diabetes, kidney disease or who have a lowered immune system. 

Lamlash Medical Centre 
Tel: 01770 600516

By appointment only from week commencing 
Monday 15th October 

Brodick Health Centre 
Tel: 01770 302175

OPEN FLU CLINICS (no appointment necessary)

Wednesdays 17th and 24th October

Shiskine Surgery 
Tel: 01770 860247 

By appointment only from week commencing 
Monday 22nd October 

FREE TO UPLIFT
Healthy Peacock Pea Hen and 
baby. Tel 01770 302390
Renault Megane, spares or re-
pairs.  Tel 01770 860395.

FREE TO GOOD HOME
Free to good home a brother and 
sister black and white lovely 
cats.  2 yrs. Old, both speyed. 
Lovely friendly cats. Tel 01770 
600217.

UNDER £30
Cockatiel Cage, good condition, 
£25. Tel 01770 600677
4 month old  short haired Guinea 
Pig and Indoor Cage, £25. Tel 
01770 600677.
As new, Junior Golf Bag and 
Clubs, £20.  Tel 01770 700274
Built-In Single Electric Oven, 
£30.  Tel 01770 700274.
Wooden Chest of Drawers (2 
over 4), £26.  Pine Slatted Dou-
ble Bed (no Mattress) £10, Cof-
fee Table Indian Mahogany, £20, 
2 Bedside Cabinets, £5 each..  
All in good condition. Tel: 01770 
302659.

½ size Violin with Music Stand, 
very good condition, £25.  Lake-
land Yoghurt Maker, very good 
condition, £5.  Tel : 01770 
302591/810608.
Gents M&S Jacket, as new, chest 
size 40” – Silver Grey fully lined 
lightweight 100% pure new 
wool. £12, Ladies M&S Per Una 
Casual Jacket, as new, size 16, 
black, fully lined (mainly cot-
ton), size 16 - £10.  Tel : 01770 
600238

OVER £30

Solid Hardwood Exterior Door, 
c/w all Ironmongery.  Tel 07803 
625248 for info.
Le Chamean (Vizenord) Wellie 
Boots, size 10 Mens, worn once, 
Neoprene, Insulated, all terrain 
sole.  £100. Tel : 01770 302477.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION

AREAS)(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Applications listed below together with the plans and other documents may be 
examined at Corporate Services, Cunninghame House, Irvine*, between 9am-4.45pm 
weekdays (4.30pm Fridays) or at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk *and at The 
Council Offices, Lamlash
Written representations may be made to the Solicitor to the Council (Corporate 
Services) at the above address or emailed to eplanning@north-ayrshire.gov.uk 
by 02.11.12. Any representations received will be open to public view.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 

2008 REGULATION 20(1)
Format: Application No; Address; Proposed Development
12/00537/PP; The Chestnuts, Glen Cloy Road, Brodick, Isle Of Arran; Erection of 3 
detached dwelling houses including demolition of existing buildings.

Elma Murray
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE

Isle of Arran Drama Association 
AGM

to be held on 
Thursday 25 October 2012

at 7.30 pm in 
St Molios Church Hall, Shiskine 

All Welcome

SHISKINE AND MACHRIE SENIOR 
CITIZENS COMMITTEE

AGM
KINLOCH HOTEL

TUESDAY, 30TH OCTOBER 
AT 8 P.M.

ALL WELCOME.
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Incidentals 
Arran

Happy computers on 
Arran since 1983

Bill Stewart
T. 830343

Iain
Murchie

Plastering
Taping and Coving
Roughcasting and

 Cement work
Slating and Roof work
Floor and Wall Tiling

01770 600331

Iain
Murchie

Plastering
Taping and Coving
Roughcasting and

 Cement work
Slating and Roof work
Floor and Wall Tiling

01770 600331

PLASTERER

COMPUTING SERVICES

PAINTER AND DECORATOR

TREES

Tree & hedge cutting and clearing
Brush Cutting and strimming.

All types of fencing
Call Jamie McKinnon: 

01770 810 222 or 07760 247201

COMPUTING SERVICES

FURNITURE RESTORATION

CHURCH NOTICES

Announcements
LOGS AND COAL

GARDENING SERVICES

THANKS

JOHN DIVINE
FURNITURE, RESTORATION & REPAIR

FRENCH POLISHING

UPHOLSTERY
Blackwaterfoot – Isle Of Arran

Tel: 01770 860236   Mob: 07733 738127
Email: john@thornybankwoodcraft.co.uk

STEVIE’S ISLAND
SERVICES

GROUNDWORKS,
Landscaping, Full property 

maintenance service 
change overs, Int/Ext

painting
For all your property/

gardening needs
Tel: 01770 600810 or 

07979 416372

KIRKEND
NURSERY

LOGS
COAL

AND KINDLING
MOST OF YOUR 

HEATING NEEDS IN ONE 
CONVENIENT STOP
BAGGED OR LOOSE 

LOADS OF LOGS 
AVAILABLE

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
CALL FOR DETAILS 

700683

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

 (in full communion with the 
Church of England)

 St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay 
Sunday 14th October

  Holy Communion, 11.00 am
Mrs Janis Gallagher.
Coffee after service. 

Wednesday 17th October
Holy Communion, 12.15 pm.

ALL WELCOME

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran:

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza,
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but working 
together.

Minister: Rev Angus Adamson
Parish Assistant:
Mrs Jean Hunter

Worship will be conducted in 
the  above churches at the

following times,  to which all 
are invited - Families,  Young 
People and Children Welcome

Sunday 14th October
Brodick Church, 10.30am, 

Corrie Church, 12noon, 
Lochranza Church, 9.30am,
Pirnmill Church, 10.45am,
Shiskine Church, 12noon.

A Service of Worship will also 
be held in Montrose House at 

1.30pm

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share”

Sunday 14th October
Rev. Gillean MacLean

Kilmory 10am
Lamlash 11.30am
In both churches:

All welcome, including
families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Vigil Mass 7.30pm 
Sunday Morning Masses

 9.30 and 11am

WHITING BAY AND
 KILDONAN

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
(Charity Number: SC014005) 

Sunday 14th October 
Worship will be conducted by 

the minister, Rev Elizabeth 
Watson at 10.30am. 

ARRAN BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday 14th October

Ormidale Sports Pavilion, 
Brodick

11am Morning worship
Tea/Coffee after the service

Home Fellowship Group meets 
on Wednesday

at 7.30pm
For details telephone 860 232

Everyone very welcome.

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

Services as follows
Shiskine 11am (Church on road 

between Blackwaterfoot and 
Machrie)

Brodick 7pm (Church behind 

Service will be taken by Rev 
Malcom Peters
All Welcome

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND
(continuing)

Sunday 14th October
Morning Service 11am

Trust Housing Lounge, Glen 
Estate, Brodick

Evening Service 6.30pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick

Prayer Meeting
Wednesday 17th October

at 7pm
5 Glen Road.
All welcome

DEATHS

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS, QUAKERS
Sunday 14th October

 in Skipness. (Ferry 12 noon)   
Enquiries to Jeny 302779

  All are welcome.
 Come and experience the quiet 

of a Quaker Meeting
  Quakers believe that there is 

“that of God” in each one of us, 
and try to live life

 accordingly.
We worship together and

without Leaders. 
 Laying aside the humdrum 

busy-ness of daily life, we seek 
a deeper place, open to the pres-
ence of God within and amongst 

us all.
Do join us.

ROSS - Peacefully on the 8th 
October 2012, after a long illness, 
fought with dignity, Helen (nee 
Marshall), aged 59 years. beloved 
wife of David, cherished mum of 
Sharon and Jacqui and devoted 
gran to Jordan, Kyle, Holly, Jack, 
Lee and Adam. Forever in our 
hearts. Helen’s family would like 
to thank all nursing staff who 
were involved in the tender care 
she received. Funeral service on 
Monday 15th October 2012 at 
Holmsford Bridge Crematorium, 
Dreghorn at 12 noon to which all 
friends are respectfully invited.

ISABELLE ALLAN - Peace-
fully, at Arran War Memorial 
Hospital, on Monday, 8th October 
2012.  Isabella, aged 88 years, 
beloved sister of the late Margaret 
and daughter of the late Isabel and 
Jimmy Allan.  Funeral service 
in Lamlash Church on Tuesday, 
16th October at 11.30 am and 
thereafter to Lamlash Cemetery 
to which all friends are invited.  

desired to Cancer Research.

Thank you for all the help, dona-
tions and time in making Mac-
Millan Cancer Coffee Morning a 
success on 28th Sept. Donations 
£322.61p.  Peter would have been 
pleased.
Rosemary.
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GOLDEN WEDDING WEDDINGS

21ST BIRTHDAY

Brodick Golf Club 
Ladies: On Thursday 4 Octo-
ber, Brodick Ladies enjoyed an 
outing to Machrie Golf Club 
and were pleased to be joined 
by some of the Machrie ladies.

The weather was kind to us 
but conditions underfoot were 
very wet which made scoring 

played in a 9-hole Tri-am Com-
petition in the morning. After 
a break for a delicious soup 
and sandwich lunch followed 
by coffee and tablet 12 ladies 
played in a 9-hole Greensome 
Competition in the afternoon. 
Thank you to Felicity and Tom 
for re-opening specially for us 
and catering for us so well. It
was greatly appreciated. Also
a big thank you to Pat Reid for 
spoiling us once again with her 
delicious tablet to enjoy with
our coffee. Thank you to all 
who played golf and to those
who joined us for lunch, you 

This was the first time a camp for teen riders has been 
held. 02_b41rid01 

The teen rebel members of Arran Riding Club gathered at 
Kings Cross during the last weekend in September for a camp 
organised solely for them. 

Hannah Bone and Lilly at the riding club’s teen camp. 
02_b41rid02

Teen riders enjoy camp just for them 
where junior members enjoyed a weekend full of riding les-
sons, training and lots of fun!

The camp took place near to Whiting Bay by very kind per-
mission of the Mutch and Warwick family.

all helped to make our outing a 
very happy, successful day.

Congratulations to the win-
ners of the competitions who 
were as follows: Tri-am Com-
petition Jenny Turnbull, Heath-
er Raeside and Carole Stewart. 
Greensome Competition Eliza-
beth Kelso and Yvonne Broth-
ers.

Gents: Sunday 7 October, 
Brandon 22 played CSS 65. 1 
K McMillan (12)65, 2 R Mc-
Crae (6)72, 3 L Hartley (17)67 

Fixtures: Sunday 14 Octo-
ber, Winter Cup Open draws 
at 8.30am and 1pm. Sunday 21 
October, Clochendichter. 

Whiting Bay Golf Club 
Saturday 6 October, Mixed 
Salver. Ten played on a glori-
ous warm autumn day. The 
winners of the Mixed Salver 
were Jenny Suggitt-Douglas 
and Keith Kelsall with a net 
76, narrowly beating Lesley 
Wood and Richard Fletcher, 
who were second with a 76.5.

Sunday 7 October, 14 played 

Winter Cup - the best three 
scores out of a possible six to 
count. CSS-63. 1 John Dick 
(14)63 BIH, 2 David Mor-

rison (9)63, 3 Neil McKech-
nie 99)65. David Morrison 
won scratch with 72 and there 
were magic twos from Jamie 
MacPherson and David Mor-
rison.

Fixtures: Sunday 14 October, 
Hamilton Salver. Draws at 9am 
and 10.30am. Wednesday 17
October, 12 hole competition.

Lamlash Golf Club
Thursday 4 October, Cross 
Country competition, front 
nine. 1 Paul Jameson 19-
5.5=13.5, 2 Todd Jameson 18-
3=15, scratch Todd Jameson 
18. Twos from Ian Murchie. 
Yellow medal: 1 Allan Martin 
71-17=54, 2 Colin Richardson 
71-13=58. Twos Colin Rich-
ardson.

Sunday 7 October, Glenburn 
Cup. 1 Raymond Burke 77-
13=64, 2 Drew Wales 73-7=66, 
3 Jon Smith 84-15=69. Scratch 
Drew Wales 73. Twos Paul 
Jameson and Drew Wales. 

Fixtures: Sunday 13 October, 
Stableford competition, 9.30am 
and 12.30pm starts. 

ALGU
Saturday 6 October, Presidents 
Prize. A beautiful day on Satur-
day welcomed many ladies to

the Presidents Prize held at 
Lamlash this year in honour of 
the outgoing president, Sheena 

over 18 holes - it was great fun 
and had many of us thinking 
why do we bother taking so 
many clubs round the course 
on such a regular basis! There

the way and we were welcomed 
in to the clubhouse to some tea 
and sandwiches, along with 
home baking provided by some 
of the ladies. After the prize 

giving, Lynn Walker (current 
president) - gave a vote of 
thanks to Sheena and for her 
contribution to the ALGU over 
the past two years.

The main results were: Run-
ner up Gege Kroner (69), win-
ner Trish Martin (67). This has 

-
ning the Ladies Open at Lam-
lash earlier in the season!

Least number of putts - Jean 
Barclay (29) the only person in 
the 20s - well done Jean. 

by Jenni Turnbull, Steph Hill,
June Richardson, Lynn Walker 
and Gege Kroner

Fixtures: Saturday 20 Oc-
tober, Drumadoon at Corrie 
- check your clubhouse for 
the sign up sheet and do so by 
Monday 15 October. 

Corrie Golf Club 
Saturday 6 October, 14 played. 
1 Peter McKinnon 85-24=61 

BIH, 2 John McConnachie 
67-6=61, 3 John Innes 72-
8=62. Best scratch J McCon-
nachie 67. Magic twos from P 
Bremner, J McConnachie and J 
McGovern.

Monday 8 October, Mon-
day Cup, 20 played (excellent 
turnout), second round. 1 I 
Taylor 69-18=57, 2 L Hart-
ley 73-17=56, 3 I McWilliam 
70-18=52, 4 H McArthur 74-
17=57.

 Magic twos from H 
McArthur, A McDonald, B 
Rooney, J McGovern, I Taylor, 
J McConnachie. No one equals 

of last week.
Fixtures: Saturday 13 Octo-

ber, Medal Sweep, 8.30am and 
12.30pm. Monday 15 Octo-
ber, Monday Cup, yellow tees, 
draw at 12.30am. Saturday 20 
October, course closed 9am 
until 4pm. Arran ladies have 
courtesy of course on this date. 

Quick lads! Lets get back to the 19th hole.

Celebrating their Golden Wedding Anniversary
On 17th October 2012 are
Peter and Mary Mackenzie

Congratulations Dad and Mum
With love from all the family

Church, Brodick on 29th September.  Kathryn is the only daughter of  

step-daughter of Harry Davidson.
Stewart is the only son of Ann and the late John Macfarlane of East 

Kilbride.
Kathryn is a Clinical Nurse specialist at Guys and St. Thomas Hospital, 
London and Stewart an Engineer at Hunterston Nuclear Power Station

The Bride was attended by her nieces, Jenny Elwis and Laura 
Davidson and Stewart his best man, Duncan Watson.  The couple are 

honeymooning in Canada.

Married on 22nd September at Ayii Anargyri, Cyprus 
were John Leyden and Hannah McLellan.  Both were 
brought up on Arran and met at Arran High School but 
have lived and worked in Cyprus for the last 9 years.

Over 40 friends and family made the journey from Arran 

Mary Morrison.

Happy
birthday 

Peter, love 
from Mum & 

Jecca. xx
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NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING

Recycled paper made 
up 75.5% of the 

raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004

The Arran Banner’s circulation is independently audited by the Audit Bureau of Circulations (ABC Ltd) - 
www.abc.org.uk.  The total average weekly net circulation for the 52 issues between 3rd January 2011 and
1st January 2012 was 3,093.  The Arran Banner will continue to be independently audited.

BALMICHAEL – Straight down access road 
past barn and park where signed

OPEN EVERY DAY 9AM – 8PM BRING £1 COINS
HOT/COLD DRINKS & SNACKS

CLUBS AVAILABLE FOR FREE USE
Lessons by PGA Professional by prior arrangement.

visit www.arrandrivingrange.co.uk 
or telephone 860530 / 07917 830166 

Sannox Cricket Club needs you

Arran 14 Birkmyre 20 
Missing some of their key play-
ers, Arran Rugby Club strug-
gled against Birkmyre RFC 

Scottish Rugby Union Bowl 
competition last Saturday.
Birkmyre are currently top 
of division four, one division 
below Arran, but that didn’t 
stop them running all over the 
Arran team. 

With it being the start of the 
October holidays, Arran were 

Jones’ super-boot, the power 
of Donald Murchie and the 
quick thinking of Jamie Pick-
en – and boy did it show. 

The game didn’t start well 
for the home team after a 
couple of silly mistakes gift-
ed Birkmyre two early penal-
ties.

But when going for goal the 
visitors missed to keep the 
score line at 0-0.

Quick ball from Birkmyre 
almost saw them score but 
an offside Arran interception 
stopped the ball and killed 
any momentum that the visi-
tors had.

Birkmyre were given anoth-
er penalty that this time they 
slotted through the posts to 
make the score 0-3.

Arran struggled to get out 
of their own half for the next 
15 minutes and sadly this led 
to the opposition scoring and 
converting a try. 0-10

Frantic Arran play from 
Sean Higgins and Gregor 
Adamson didn’t gain much 
ground and it was Birkmyre 
who scored again. 0-17

With sighs from the specta-

Arran bow out 
of the Bowl
to Birkmyre

Gregor Adamson displays his characteristic quick thinking as he powers towards the 
try line. 

tors Arran quickly realised 
they had to pick up the pace 
and Gregor Adamson had a 

almost reached the try line 
when the ball was knocked 
on.

Another penalty to Birk-
myre just before half time left 
the score 0-20 at the break.

In the second half Arran 
improved markedly although 
captain Niall McMaster re-
ceived his second sin binning 
of the season, this time for il-
legal use of the boot.

Things went from bad to 
worse when Arran’s number 
eight Danny Head went off 
with a dislocated shoulder. 

But Arran hadn’t given 
up yet and the defense was 

strong which kept Birkmyre 
from scoring in the second 
half.

A brilliant dash down the 
wing by Gregor Adamson 

the game. 
Converted by Euan Evans, 

the score was now a more ac-
ceptable 7-20.

With sustained pressure on 
the Birkmyre line Arran came 
close to scoring another try 
several times.

It was Birkmyre’s mistakes 
though which eventually led 
to the referee awarding a pen-
alty try to Arran.

Converted once again by 

was left at 14-20 to Birk-
myre.

With several key players missing Arran 
struggled against the Division Four side

Sannox Cricket Club needs 
more members.

The club was founded in 
1998 and has twice been Ar-

2009 and 2011. But this year 
they are struggling a bit with 
numbers.

It has been a less than suc-
cessful season, but the cur-
rent members are determined 
to move on. 

Chairman Eric Dunn said: 
‘We want to make a push to 

get new members. We are 
resurrecting winter practice 
sessions in Auchrannie Sports 
Hall on Tuesday nights. 

Welcome
‘It starts on Tuesday 23 Oc-

tober, from 7pm to 9pm and 
anyone is welcome to come 
along, and they don’t need to 
have any experience. 

‘There will be no charge to 

weeks so they can turn up and 
have a go for free. We have 

got indoor equipment; it’s the 
shortage of people that’s the 
problem.

‘I have put a notice round 
the High School; if demand is 

assist with transport.’
The club currently has up 

to 18 playing members plus 
around 30 non-playing mem-
bers.

For more information visit 
the club website www.san-
noxcricketclub.com

Home Farm · Brodick ; 01770 303 987
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