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editor@arranbanner.co.uk

Arran could have a new ferry 
by 2017 and it is hoped it will 
be built on the Clyde.

Politicians say they have 
secured agreement for the 

-
an MacBrayne ferries, to be 
built at a cost of £250 million 
during the next decade, to be 
deployed on the Brodick to 
Ardrossan route.

Its introduction would pave 
the way for a year round 
two-vessel service to the is-
land.

It would replace the MV 

its summer sailings earlier 
this week. The ferry, which 
is now 30 years old, is near-
ing the end of its serviceable 
life and will be replaced by a 
new vessel which will offer 
greater capacity than the 448 
passengers and 76 cars the 
present ferry can take.

The Isle of Arran was built 
at the Ferguson Ailsa ship-
yard in Port Glasgow and it is 
expected that the recently res-
cued yard would bid to build 
the new vessel.

The yard, saved from clo-
sure by billionaire Jim Mc-
Coll, this week secured its 

from the Scottish Govern-

New ferry
for Arran 
Clyde yard expected
to bid for new boat

ment for a third hybrid ferry 
for CalMac.

Arran’s MSP Kenneth Gib-

time Councillor John Bruce, 
the Isle of Arran Ferry Com-
mittee and I have pressed 
Transport Scotland, CMAL 
and CalMac to take forward 
proposals to deploy new ves-
sels on the Brodick to Ardros-
san route.

it has now been agreed to de-

vessels over the next few 
years on this route. 

Greater capacity

Isles will remain in service 
for another decade, the new 
vessel will offer greater ca-
pacity than the MV Isle of Ar-
ran it will replace, which will 
be of particular importance as 
RET steadily increases visitor 
numbers in the years ahead.  

dates are in the hands of the 
shipyards, 2017 is the target.

-
curement process is to place a 

of the European Communi-
ties which should take place 
by the end of this month. 
Interested shipyards – and 
we anticipate that Fergusons 
Shipbuilders of Port Glasgow 
will be one – respond using a 

-
naire. Once a shortlist has 

will issue a formal invita-
tion to tender with the vessel 

contract in the spring of next 
year. 

the priority in vessel design 
and deeper draft would be of 
assistance here, along with 

-
ciency and manoeuvrability 
to improve berthing at Ar-
drossan.   

Committee, Councillor Bruce 
and I will continue to work 
to ensure continued progress 
with this and indeed all other 
ferry-related issues.’ 

A spokeswoman for Cal-
edonian Maritime Assets 

three-year corporate plan is 
fully aligned to the outcomes 
of the Scottish Government’s 
ferries plan.  

series of vessel procurements 
over the next decade – 12 
current CalMac Ferries ves-
sels are to be replaced at an 
estimated cost of £250m. The 
ferries plan also sets out a se-
ries of improvements to ferry 
services to Arran including 
the roll-out of RET in au-
tumn 2014 and, in the longer-
term, the implementation of 
a two-vessel year-round ser-

vice on the Ardrossan-Brod-
ick route.

Fleet replacement

strategy group has been es-
tablished to progress and 

The group, which includes 
representation from Transport 
Scotland, CalMac Ferries Ltd 
and CMAL, is responsible 
for detailing all requirements, 

-

ment strategies for the vessel 
replacement programme. 

be taken but CMAL, CalMac 
and Transport Scotland have 
been engaging closely with 
the Arran Ferry Committee 
on this and other matters. 
Vessels will be ordered when 

and strategies have been 

group.’

Serving up a delightful feast of hilarious social observations and topical satire 
with a caustic wit at break-neck speed, Vladimir McTavish was the headline act 
at the Arran Comedy Festival on Saturday night. Read all about it on page 7. 

a unique island escape
gift vouchers available

Auchrannie Resort, Brodick
01770 303 303

www.theaspa.co.uk



Sponsored by NFU Mutual
Campbeltown call Chris
Haran on 01586 552 428
for your insurance needs.
Agent of The National Farmers Union
Mutual Insurance Society Limited.

NFU Mutual
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8-seater taxis available

Ardrossan Harbour to:

Glasgow Airport 
£35.00

Prestwick Airport 
£25.00

Return bookings and other 
prices on request.

It pays to advertise in the Banner

story for
The Arran 
Banner? 

reporters on                 
01770

 302142

Learning journey 
for Danish visitors 

Montrose 
House is 
handed over
The new Montrose House 
was due to be handed over to 
North Ayrshire Council today 
(Friday).

The new £5.7 care home 
and resource hub, which will 
replace the existing Mon-
trose House and Stronach 
Services in Brodick, has 
been completed to a revised 
schedule by Kier Construc-
tion.

The developers were given 
a tight timeframe of just 12 
months to build the centre 
with harsh weather and some 
technical issues only leading 
to a slight delay in the com-
pletion date.

The new home will provide 
30 residential places for 
vulnerable older people and 
create a resource centre to 
support others to remain in 
their own homes for as long 
as possible.

The care home has been 
built to a high quality speci-

bathrooms and access from 
each bedroom to secure gar-
dens which feature activity 
space, seating and shaded 
areas.

It is not yet known when 
the residents will move into 
their new accommodation 
when the present Montrose 
House site will be sold.

A spokeswoman for NAC 
said: ‘The contracted works 
have progressed very well.  
The original target date for 
completion was mid-Sep-
tember this year, however, 
technical issues and harsh 
weather encountered during 
the course of the project have 
resulted in a jointly agreed 
revised completion date of 
Friday 3 October.  

‘Residents will continue to 
be fully updated on progress 
with the new development 
and our staff will play a 
vital role in the orientation 
process that will be required 
as part of the move from the 
current Montrose House. 

‘The existing property has 
not yet been sold; marketing 
of the site will shortly get 
underway.’

Lars Olsen (far right) with the Danish delegation and Visit Arran partners at the Auchrannie. 20_b40dane01

Arran played host to a group 
of 42 tourism delegates from 
Denmark last week.

It follows a visit from a 

of Fanoe back in February to 
learn about tourism promo-
tion.

Very keen
Lars Olsen, who was the 

group leader, from the Danish 
Coastal Tourism Organisa-
tion, was very keen to return 
with tourism professionals 
from across the country.

And last week VisitArran 
hosted a group of 42 Danish 

delegates from Videnceter for 
Kystturisme.

One of the events saw the 
Danish visitors get together 
with VisitArran partners for a 
joint session at the Auchran-
nie Hotel.

Mr Olsen said: ‘I am de-
lighted I have been able to 
bring a larger delegation to 
Arran, as there is a lot we can 
take away.’

Sheila Gilmore, executive 
director of VisitArran, said: 
‘The visit was a learning 
journey - and I have learnt 
much from them too. Some 

great ideas came out of dis-
cussions, such as concerts in 
Kings Caves and improved 
use of marketing at little cost. 
My thanks go to all involved 
in the success of this trip and 
it is now hoped that we can 
host an international Europe-
an Cold Water Islands confer-
ence in March 2015.’

Programme
The programme for their 

visit included trips to and 
meetings with: the Ship’s 
Master on the bridge of MV 
Caledonian Isles, Auchrannie 
Resort and restaurants, Fid-

dlers, Douglas Hotel, Arran 
Outdoor Education Centre, 
Argyll College, Arran High 
School, tour of south Arran 
including Kildonan, Kinloch 
Hotel, Cairnhouse Stables, 
Shiskine Golf and Tennis 
Club, Home Farm, Brodick 
Castle, Ormidale pop quiz, 
Creelers, Taste of Arran, Old 
Byre Visitor Centre, Machrie 
Standing Stones, Kings 
Caves, Distillery, Lochranza 
Castle, and Isle of Arran Her-
itage Museum.

‘It was a busy two and a half 
days,’ Sheila added.

Co-op employee 
embezzlement 
charge dropped  

dropped the case against a 
supermarket manager from 
Arran who was charged with 
embezzling £1,000 from her 
work.

Fiona Crawford, 24, of 
Douglas Villa, Lamlash, had 
always denied taking the 
money in January 2013 while 
working as a team leader at 
the Co-op in Brodick.

The case was called seven 
times at Kilmarnock Sheriff 
Court but was adjourned re-
peatedly over problems with 
CCTV evidence.

Prosecutors have now 
announced the case has been 
deserted.

A spokesman for the Crown 

careful consideration of 
the facts and circumstances 
of the case, including the 
admissible evidence, the 
Procurator Fiscal instructed 
that no proceedings should 
be taken at this time.

‘The Crown reserves the 
right to raise proceedings in 
future.’ 
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ARDROSSAN 
HARBOUR
TO YOUR DESTINATION

Mainland Taxis
07921 998457
01294 463556
Glasgow City Centre £42

Glasgow Airport £35

Prestwick Airport £25

Irvine Central Hospital £14

Crosshouse Hospital £20

Ayr Hospital £32

Troon Harbour £22

Kilmarnock £23

Ayr £28
For other quotes just ask!
Friendly Reliable Service
www.mainland-taxis.co.uk
7 SEATER WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE VEHICLE 
AVAILABLE

Emergency move after fishing 
boat is caught dredging in
maerl beds

Success at Dalmally for Glenkiln 

The Lagg to Sliddery section 
of the C147 road is to close 
for essential work to the car-
riageway. 

Works will take place be-
tween Monday 6 October and 
Wednesday 8 October and 
will be carried out between 
9am and 12.30pm, and 1pm 
to 4pm. The road will be 
closed at these times on each 
day. 

Because of the nature of 
these works and existing road 
widths, in the interests of 
safety to road users and the 
work force, a road closure 
must be implemented for the 

caught scallop dredging with-
in the new South Arran Ma-
rine Protected Area.

Now an urgent Marine Con-
servation Order (MCO) is 
being brought in to protect 
the fragile ecosystems in the 
three nautical miles of water 
round the south end of Arran. 

whole of Scotland these pow-
ers in the Marine (Scotland) 
Act 2010 have been used.

The move comes after a 
recent breach of the volun-

arrangement in place at the 
South Arran MPA, which 
was designated in July this 
year. Fishermen had agreed 
to avoid an area that is home 
to delicate maerl beds under 
the water, which are a nursery 
habitat for young scallops as 

But at least one scallop 
dredger, which operate from 
mainland ports around the 
Firth of Clyde, has been 
caught inside the restricted 
zone leading to the move.

The MCO came into force 
on Wednesday but the gov-
ernment say there will be no 
impact on the vessels that 
were following the voluntary 

arrangements for South Ar-
ran, including local creelers.

Scottish environment secre-
tary Richard Lochhead said: 
‘Scotland’s network of Ma-
rine Protected Areas has been 
put in place to safeguard our 
most iconic marine species 
and habitats. We take the re-
sponsibility for the protection 
of these 30 sites extremely 
seriously and that is why I 
have made this urgent MCO 
for South Arran. 

Biodiversity
‘Maerl beds are crucial to 

the biodiversity of the marine 
environment in this area and 

cant proportions of these del-
icate habitats in just one pass 
of the gear. Such activity is in 
breach of the voluntary agree-
ment between Marine Scot-

and so it is disappointing to 
hear about this incident.

‘I’m heartened to hear that 
the voluntary agreements in 
operation in other MPA sites 
around Scotland are working 
well so far. Our swift action 
in this case underlines how 
committed the Scottish gov-
ernment is to maintain and 
enhance our marine envi-
ronment so that it remains a 

prized asset for future gener-
ations.’

The South Arran MPA is 
unique as it is the only area 
proposed and developed en-
tirely by a local community 
group, the Community of Ar-
ran Seabed Trust (COAST).

Manager Andrew Binnie 
said: ‘COAST welcomes the 
total exclusion of dredgers 
and bottom trawlers from 

within the South Arran MPA. 
‘Marine Scotland has used a 

Conservation Order to bring 
this into force immediate-
ly as a voluntary agreement 
with the Scottish Fishermen’s 
Association was not being 
adhered to. Full management 
measures are expected to be 
in place by May next year. 

‘However, COAST was not 
consulted on this Conserva-
tion Order and has consist-
ently argued that no part of 
the South Arran MPA should 
be closed to local creelers. 
We will be reinforcing this 
point during MPA manage-
ment meetings with Marine 
Scotland this week and dis-
cussing the issue with creel-
ers on Arran.’

Road closed for maintenance
duration of the works.  A di-
version route will be in place 
via the B880 String Road.

Drivers are advised to allow 
extra time for their journey.

Kenneth Bone of Glenkiln, 
Lamlash was just one of 
hundreds of farmers selling 
sheep at Dalmally Mart on 
Saturday.

One of the biggest events of 
the year, this annual breeding 
ewe and gimmer sale is run 
by United Auctions.

Quality lots from all sec-
tions were keenly bid for by 

the packed ringside of buy-
ers forward from all over the 
country whilst plainer sorts 

Sale averages were as fol-
lows: Blackface ewes £60.36 
(+ £5.39),  Blackface gim-
mers £102.27 (+ £16.28) and  

Blackface ewe lambs £44.20 
(- £5.36).

Mr Bone and shepherd 
Wullie Stevenson are pic-
tured with his Blackface ewe 
lambs, which sold for £52 
per head to Messrs Robert-
son, Rothesay. 16_t40dalsale02 

Eleanors Flowers
and The Back Garden

Will be CLOSED from 6th 
October until 14th October
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Next generation of bowlers

Katy Clark, MP for North 
Ayrshire and Arran, was one 
of only 43 members of par-
liament to vote against air 
strikes in Iraq.

At the vote in the House 
of Commons on Friday 26 
September, parliament was 
recalled to debate a govern-
ment motion to approve UK 
air strikes against the so-
called Islamic State (ISIS) in 
the Middle East. 

After a seven-hour debate, 

North Ayrshire Council has 
prevented the imminent move 
of Arran’s local housing asso-

sustainable alternative. 
The council has offered 

-
modation to Trust Housing 
Association (THA) follow-
ing the partial closure of the 

Brodick earlier this year.
Safeguarded

In doing so it has safeguard-
ed the jobs of the associa-
tion’s staff and secured its 
island base.

Proposals to share the coun-
cil’s accommodation at its 

constructive discussions and 

Trust Housing island base 
saved by NAC 

negotiations with THA per-
sonnel. 

Both the council and trust 
housing recognised the im-
portance of retaining the 
housing association’s pres-

the opportunity for collabora-
tive working.

The imminent move will 
provide a shared service 
available from the same lo-
cation. Indeed, having the 
shared service accessible 
from the same location will 

convenient offering to island 
residents.

Councillor John Bruce, 
said: ‘This is great news and 
demonstrates the council’s 

proactive approach in dealing 
with adversity faced by an 
external agency. 

Agreed
‘Following discussions 

with the Ardrossan and Ar-
ran, Saltcoats and Stevenston 
(AASS) area committee in 
July, we collectively agreed 
to ask cabinet to engage with 
THA to seek a positive out-
come to the proposed closure 

-
ick. 

‘I am absolutely delight-
ed that an equal measure of 
perseverance and good sense 
has produced a very positive 
solution to what appeared at 
the time to be a fait accom-
pli.’

Arran’s MP votes against
air strikes in Iraq

the House of Commons voted 
524 to 43 in favour of mili-
tary action. 

Since 27 September RAF 

over Iraq in action which is 
expected to continue for at 
least three years. 

Speaking after the vote Katy 
Clark MP said: ‘I have been 

of ISIS, but I do not believe 
that UK air strikes will im-
prove the situation. They 

will, however, increase the 
risk of terrorist bombings in 
the UK and are likely to act 
as a recruiting sergeant for 
the fundamentalists.’

She added: ‘These air 
strikes lack UN backing and 
are not part of a coherent 
strategy. The military action 
agreed by parliament last Fri-
day is open-ended with little, 
if any, consideration given to 
an exit strategy. The overall 
plan is unclear and the gov-
ernment’s past record does 

they understand the implica-
tions of what they are doing.’

Judy Porter teaching the youngsters to bowl.

Members of Blackwaterfoot Bowling Club 
recently played host to the Shiskine Beavers 
and Cubs. 

Around 20 youngsters and their parents 
were shown some of the rudiments of bowls 
and then,  with the help of the members of 

the club, they were divided into teams to en-
joy an evening of bowls.  At the end of the 

-
cate to show they had taken part in a bowls 
session. Afterwards some of the parents 
showed an interest in taking up the game.

Parents and club members with the children and their certificates.

‘We collectively agreed to seek a
positive outcome to the proposed
closure of the local office in Brodick’
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like us on facebook www.facebook.com/arranbanner

Next year

Prehistoric 
Arran explored 
by castle event 

Sisters Abbie and Erin Mulholland were manning the Kilmory Kidz stall at the 
village’s September fete on Saturday afternoon - just one of many stalls fi lling the 
hall. Most of the proceeds raised on the day will go towards Kilmory Village Hall 
funds. 20_b40fet03  

Tesco confirms 
store go-ahead
Licence transfer is approved

Enlarge
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Rosaburn, Brodick. Open daily 10.30am to 4.30pm.

Learn about the island’s Social History, Archaeology,
The Arran Clearances, Farming, Geology and 

Lots More. Visit the 19th Century Cottage, 1940’s 
Schoolroom, and Blacksmith’s Forge.

This year’s special displays are on the theme of World 
War One and Arran at War.

Children’s Quiz and Playhouse, Riverside Picnic Area.
Gift Shop and Lovely Snacks and Meals at Café Rosaburn.

Archives and Genealogy Researchers Welcome
(Wednesdays only 10.30am to 12.30pm

and 1.30pm to 3.30pm. or by appointment) 

SCOTTISH CHARITY NUMBER  SC002089

FOUR STAR “MUST SEE” ATTRACTION

Arran Heritage Museum

WIN A PAIR OF DUBARRY BOOTS

OCTOBER
ISSUE 
OUT NOW

20PAGES OF

SCOTTISH SCHOOLS

10Shock Jocks 

Diana Gabaldon: 
Outlander author  
interview
The music man of Jura
Inside an Argyll  
tower house
The yanks saving  
Scottish Golf
A ‘Glaswegian leftie’  

It is now time for exhibitors 
to decide what they are going 
to show at  Shiskine Valley’s 
Hidden Talents.

The new school Banner reporting team.

The staff from the Co-op at Invercloy, Brod-
ick have been busy raising funds this year for 
their chosen charity – Riding for the Disa-
bled, Arran Group. 

Last Saturday they boosted their fundrais-
ing efforts with a sponsored walk up Goatfell.

So far this year the staff have raised £660 
with a further £246 coming from the spon-
sored walk.

The photo shows manager Johnny Kirkland 
with colleagues Daniel Jack, Tim Crockett 
and Josh MacDonald just before they set off 
on their walk.

Thank
On behalf of Arran RDA Janis Heaney 

would like to thank them all for their efforts 
and for raising money for such a great cause. 
b40rda01 

The Lamlash Primary School Banner reporting team for the 
new session consists of  two P2s Lewis Jeffrey and Filip Dy-
balski, one P3 Imogen Allison, one P4 Isabella Reid and two 
P7s Aleena Rojan and James Reid. 

The oldest in the team is James and the youngest is Filip.  
The topics they hope to write about are fundraisers, com-

petitions, any special awards they received, school trips and 
things the school buys such as toys, new technology and new 
books.

New team reporting for duty

Time for exhibitors to reveal 
their hidden talents

Co-op-sponsored walk raises funds for RDA 

A total of 40 talented crafts-
men and women had signed 
up by the closing date last 
month for the show to be held 

in the Kinloch Hotel from 
Friday 31 October till Sunday 
2 November 2014 from 10am 
till 4pm.

But now it is time for them 
to provide more details of the 
two items they are putting in.

Entry forms are now availa-
ble and should be completed 
and returned to the organisers 
by Friday 10 October either 
online or by post or hand de-
livered.

Organiser by Coral Smith 
said: ‘We can’t believe that 
we now have 40 people tak-
ing part, At the start, way 
back in April,  we imagined 

half a dozen or so brave souls 
who would be willing to join 
in with us.

Support
‘Little did we know just 

how much support we were 
going to get. It’s going to be 
great seeing all the work out 
on show on 31 October. 

‘The sooner exhibitors can 
return the completed ques-
tionnaire back to us, the bet-
ter our chances will be of get-
ting everything right.’

Coral added: ‘As you know, 
our exhibition is going to be 
completely non-selective and 
non-competitive and nothing 
is going to be for sale. It’s up 
to you to decide on your  two 
exhibits – and the words you 

wish to use to describe them.  
Exhibits don’t have to be 
made especially for Hidden 
Talents. If you have some-
thing that you made some 
time ago and that you would 
like to share with us, that’s 

in our questionnaire, just give 
us a call and we’ll be there to 
help.

‘It’s been a bit of a leap of 
faith doing this. We have had 

so many offers of help and 
support from so many people 
that, between us all, we are 
sure that the whole project 
is going to be a big success,’ 
Coral said. 

Anyone seeking further 
information should contact 
Coral Smith on 870287 or 
ecoral.smith@btinternet.com 
or fellow organiser Susie 
Thompson on 860463 or su-
sie@susiethompson.co.uk

20% OFF ALL SHOP STOCK

Closing 26th October for the season
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Laughs all-round for top
Scottish comedians  

Distillery unleashes legend of 
Machrie Moor with new editions

Whiting Bay Hall was packed 
on Saturday night as crowds 
gathered for the fourth annual 
comedy night.

Organised by top Scots co-
median and writer Phil Dif-
fer in partnership with Ar-
ran Events, Phil once again 
pulled out all the stops with a 
line-up of some great up-and-
coming acts. 

MC for the evening was the 
‘Afro-Celtic comedian’ - his 
words - Bruce Fummey who 

Isle of Arran Distillers is 
launching the latest in its 
Machrie Moor peated whis-
ky collection, which includes 

version of the limited edition 
Single Malt.

The Machrie Moor Single 

ago, inspired by the legend of 
a warrior giant who tethered 
his dog to a stone in a mys-
tical peat bog called Machrie 
Moor which lies on the west 
coast of the Isle of Arran. 

Moor – the only peated Ar-
ran malt – will be released 
worldwide, alongside a cask 

strength edition which has 
been bottled at 58.4 per cent.

Master Distiller James Mac-
Taggart carefully chose the 
very best Arran peated casks 
to create these two whiskies 
to savour. 

Mr MacTaggart said: ‘When 

Moor, we wanted to create a 
drink which kept the charac-
ter and taste of Arran that our 
followers love but included a 
taste of something different 

‘We were blown away with 

of Machrie Moor received 
which has inspired us to pro-

duce the subsequent editions 

‘This year’s edition is 
particularly special as we 
are also introducing a cask 
strength version of the single 

-
cited about and we are con-

with whisky fans who want to 
try a cask strength dram with 
a difference.’ 

Only 12,000 bottles of 
Machrie Moor Fifth Edition 
and just 6,000 bottles of the 

Machrie Moor will be avail-
able when they go on sale on 
6 October. 

 

Afro-Celtic comedian Bruce Fummey 
stood in as MC for the night. 20_b40com01

Phil Differ once again pulled out all the stops with a 
line-up of some great up-and-coming acts.  20_b40com03

There were lots of chuckles from the 
audience as Gareth Waugh regaled 
some of the pathetic things he’s done in 
his life. 20_b40com02

was standing in for Susie Mc-
Cabe who unfortunately had 
to pull-out at the last minute.

Born in the 1960s to a Scot-
tish mother and an African fa-
ther, Bruce was a natural sto-
ryteller and such an amiable 
character that the audience 
couldn’t help but get swept 
up by his stories, and the fact 
that he obviously enjoyed the 
show so much was incredibly 
infectious.

He had the audience on his 

side from the start and was a 
great MC for the evening.

youngster Gareth Waugh - 
billed as an up-and-coming 
comedian often to be found 
performing in Edinburgh.

Portraying himself as a pa-
thetic man, there were lots of 
chuckles from the audience 
as he regaled some of the pa-
thetic things he’s done in his 
life.

From £400 telescopes to 

buying alcohol for underage 
kids, at no point in his life has 
Gareth done something that 
wasn’t embarrassing, and the 
audience loved it.

Then it was the turn of Phil 
Differ, who having taken to 

a stand-up proved that come-
dy is his calling.

From dry anecdotes about 
-

rience of working from home 
as well as his recent hair loss, 
the writer of shows such as 

Game’ was a huge hit once 
again with the audience.

And then it was time for the 
top-billing of the evening, 
Vladimir McTavish - certain-
ly one of the most popular 
and most successful of mod-
ern-day Scottish comedians.

Serving up a delightful feast 
of hilarious social observa-
tions and topical satire pre-
sented with a caustic wit at 
break-neck speed, McTavish 
was a fantastic headline act.



press policy
WE AT The Arran Banner do our utmost to make sure that all our reports 
are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on occasion, mistakes 
can occur in the hectic process of producing a local newspaper.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in print. 
The 

Arran Banner, Brodick, Arran giving your day-time telephone number 
where possible. 

This statement of policy will appear on this page every week along with 

The Arran Banner adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s Code 
of Conduct.  The views expressed in The Arran Banner are not necessarily 
those of the The Oban Times Group.

 your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 
words in length for publication on this page. The 
editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses 
must be supplied, including on e-mails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime telephone number is also 
required for verification. Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact telephone number will not 
be printed. Please write or fax to: Letters Page, The 
Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran. 
E-mail editor@arranbanner.co.uk

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Arran
Deliveries
Glasgow Depot
Arran Deliveries
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow G14 OHB

Arran Deliveries
The Parcel Point
Harbour Road,  
Ardrossan
North Ayrshire  
KA22 8BZ

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
Daily collection throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and surrounding districts

Tel: 01475 676 255
Fax: 01294 469 492

Open Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm
Accepting goods destined  
for the island

We deliver the goods
not excuses
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Caring Co-op
Sir,
Having recently escaped 
from the hurly-burly of the 
mainland, I was relieved to 

the Co-op stores.
Now Tesco is coming but 

I will stay with the Co-op 
which has a much more car-
ing attitude towards custom-
ers.

I always found that Tes-
co stores on the mainland 
catered for families and we 
not at all interested in ‘sin-
gletons’, whereas the Co-op 
caters for those of us who 
live alone, as well as those 

throw away unused perisha-
ble items.

True, the Co-op may be a 
little dearer and prices vary 
between Brodick and Lam-
lash, but by and large the 
quality is better. May the Co-

Yours
Willie Maude
McKelvie Road
Lamlash

What a team 
Sir,
We have just lived through 
the most remarkable and ex-
citing period in Scotland’s 
modern history. 

We now have arguably the 
most sophisticated and in-
formed electorate in Europe. 
Some 97 per cent of Scottish 
adults are registered to vote 
and, of these, a record 84 per 
cent turned out on September 
18 in the Independence Ref-
erendum. 

An alienated population 
found its voice.

There will now be some 

and see how it serves Scot-
land’s interests over the next 
year or two. 

With a Westminster election 
in 2015, Holyrood elections 
in 2016 and a referendum 
on EU membership at some 
point, the current level of en-
gagement is likely to persist 
for a while. 

‘Disappointment’ does not 
begin to describe the sense of 
loss which Yes voters are cur-
rently experiencing. 

But we note that more than 
70 per cent of 16 and 17-year-

olds voted Yes and that there 
was a Yes majority of 54 per 
cent in under 55s. 

It is also of some comfort 
that Arran voted for inde-
pendence. Defying unfa-
vourable demographics (high 
older population, relative af-

of the population born outside 

the count in Saltcoats broke 
close to 60/40 for Yes, en-
suring a very narrow Yes win 
overall in the Ardrossan and 
Arran ward.

On behalf of the Arran Yes 

I express our thanks to those 
campaigning for ‘No’ who 
were prepared to stand up and 
be counted, and to engage in 
respectful dialogue. 

If you thought you were 
voting for the status quo, 
however, I suggest you may 
need to think again.

Yours, 
Malcolm Kerr
Cairndale
Brodick

Better buses
Sir,
Mr Mitchell-Luker’s points 
are well made in the 20 Sep-
tember edition regarding lack 

Whilst his comments were 
directed elsewhere, I would 
like to assure him that Strath-
clyde Partnership for Ttrans-
port is working tirelessly to 
deliver better bus services on 
Arran.

SPT believes that it is right 
that disabled people should 
have the same access to pub-
lic transport as able-bodied 
passengers and has commit-
ted around £2m to that over 
the next few years.

North Ayrshire Council has 
already received SPT funding 
in the region of £400,000 to 
make sure the road network 
on Arran is suitable for the 
operation of Disability Dis-
crimination Act-compliant 
vehicles. We are also pro-
gressing the £1.6m purchase 

-

we believe will greatly im-
prove transport on the island.

Yours,
Eric Stewart 
SPT assistant chief
executive (operations

Predictable tides
Sir,
Thank you for the mention 
of  the Arran Tide Tables in 
your coverage of the low tide 
ferry disruption. The 2014 
copy can be purchased from 
a number of shops around the 
island for only £1.40, rather 
than the £2 quoted. 

The times and heights of the 
tides are predicted by people 
much cleverer than me at the 

They are based on the 
phases of the moon and the 
moon’s proximity to earth. In 
that much, they are predicta-
ble. 

As pointed out in the article, 
they are affected by weather. 
Southerly wind pushes wa-
ter into the Clyde, northerly 
wind pushes it out. Baromet-
ric pressure also has a major 
effect, in the Clyde it can 
raise or lower the water level 
by up to a metre. 

Yours,
Donald Johnston
Johnston’s Marine Stores
Old Pier
Lamlash

Drama debut
Sir, 
Winter is coming. Of course 
there are lots of things to do 
on Arran in the winter, but 
how about doing something a 
little different this winter and 
entering a team into the One 
Act Drama Festival in Febru-
ary 2015.  

We welcome junior and sen-
ior teams. 

If you would like to know 
more, the drama association 
is holding an open meeting 
on Wednesday 22 October in 
the High School at 7.30pm.  

more about the association 
and how to form a drama 
group.

Facebook.
Yours,
Mrs Jerry Arthur
Chairwoman
Isle of Arran
Drama Association

Tavern tales 
Sir,
Doubtless unwittingly, your 
feature on the imminent de-
mise of The Pierhead Tavern 
two weeks ago contained a 

couple of inaccuracies.
 The Public House Trust was 
a group of small, under fund-
ed, very Presbyterian estab-
lishments from Balloch in the 
north to Girvan in the south.
 The whole set up truly be-
longed to the 1930s.

Because of the appoint-
ment of a sharp and formida-
ble managing director John 
McVicar in the mid 1960s 
things and ideas began to 
change!
 My father, Ivor Broughton 
Sheldon and John McVicar, 
one night in 1972, with the 
assistance of John Barley-
corn, hit upon the transition 
from Public House Trust to 
Pier Head tavern.

As they say in the mill, job 
done.

Yours,
Tom Sheldon
Lamlash 

Goatfell conqueror
Sir,
We took our little girl, Isabel, 
up Goatfell when we visited 

-a-half months old, so obvi-
ously not entirely under her 
own steam.

A few people commented 
that she was probably one of 
the youngest people to go to 
the top, so we thought you 
might like to see a picture 
(she does look a bit bored but 

We’d also like to thank Ar-
ran Graphics for printing her 
a little t-shirt especially to 
commemorate the occasion. 
They printed the height of 
Goatfell onto the back of an 
Arran t-shirt for her as they 
didn’t do Goatfell Conqueror 
ones small enough. We were 
very grateful to them.

Nicola and Ash Wilson
Mossley
Manchester

Is little Isabel the 
youngest person to scale 
Goatfell? 

Ferry investment is exciting 
development 
A new ferry is always exciting news; a new ‘Clyde-built’ 
ferry is even more welcome.

With reports this week that Arran could have a new ferry 
by 2017, it looks as though there will be major improve-
ments to the island’s ferry service in the next two years. 

According to Arran’s MSP Kenneth Gibson, the govern-
-

Brayne ferries to be deployed on the Brodick to Ardrossan 
route.

Its introduction will eventually mean Arran could have a 
year-round two-vessel service - a huge boost given that the 

in price later this month. 
With the departure of the MV Isle of Arran this week it 

end.
The MV Caledonian Isles is now the only vessel sailing 

between Brodick and the mainland, and it actually seems a 
little busier than in past months as she brings the October 
holidaymakers over for their break.

Ferries have long dominated the agenda of the communi-
ty council so it was unusual that at Tuesday night’s month-
ly meeting CalMac was barely mentioned.

There were murmurs of assent from the members when 
Councillor John Bruce was given the happy task of con-

The community councillors agreed that the major invest-
ments being placed on Arran’s ferry service were most 
welcome. 

The £12.3 million contract is great news too for Ferguson 

contract it has won since being taken over by Clyde Blow-
ers Capital earlier this month.

The Port Glasgow shipyard had gone into administration 
-

sures’ but this could safeguard around 80 jobs.
Last year Arran saw an increased number of cancella-

tions though bad weather and technical faults.
Never had it been so obvious that Arran desperately 

needed a two-ferry service all-year round.
With work on the new pier at Brodick due to start next 

year, a new second ferry in the pipeline and reduced ferry 
fares, some may soon argue that the island has never had 
it so good.

‘Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each 
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SHELLFISH SPECIAL

Serving worldwide aquaculture since 1977

Don’t go
to sea 

without it!

Norvax®

COMPACT PD

Norvax® Compact PD aids in the protection against PD. It helps
reduce mortalities, virus replication and lesions of pancreas disease
caused by salmonid alphavirus (SAV). – Ask your vet about Norvax® Compact PD today!

Use medicines responsibly. For more information visit www.noah.co.uk/responsible

Norvax Compact PD is only available via your animal prescriber or veterinary surgeon from whom advice should be sought. 

Norvax Compact PD contains inactivated Salmonid alphavirus (SAV). Legal category   POM-V

Norvax Compact PD is the property of Intervet International B.V. or affiliated companies or licensors and is protected by

copyrights, trademark and other intellectual property laws. 
Copyright © 2012 Intervet International B.V. All rights reserved. 
Further information is available from: MSD Animal Health, Walton Manor, Walton, Milton Keynes MK7 7AJ

Tel: 03700 603380

001_ff09.indd   1

Serving worldwide aquaculture since 1977
Fish Farmer
SUBSCRIBE 

NOW!
BRIGHTER pages full of 
essential information

RELEVANT features which 
will benefit research 
and industry

NEWS pages give an 
overview of the latest local 
and international news

For subscription information see website: 
www.fishfarmer-magazine.com

Tel: +44 (0)1631 568000
Fax: +44 (0)1631 568001

ONLY £75 UK
Rest of World £95 (including P&P)

Arran can teach its near 
neighbours on Bute how to 
promote themselves better.

It follows a discussion on 
Bute which began with a 
letter in the The Buteman 
newspaper as to how to turn 
around the island’s fortunes.

The letter was titled ‘Bute 
needs to speak with one 
voice’ and was written by 
Mark Cumming of Hong 
Kong, and compared the is-
land with Arran.

He stated: ‘I was struck by 
the difference in personali-
ty that Arran presents to the 
world in comparison with 
Bute. 

‘Quite simply, Arran speaks 
with one voice.

‘Its community, its busi-
nesses, the local authority 
and even its visitors never 
miss opportunities to use the 
word Arran.

‘The promotion of even the 
smallest business seems to be 
in step with the thinking of 
the tourist authority’s market-
ing strategy.

‘Bute, you have much to 
offer but you’re sending very 
mixed messages.’

He added: ‘Come together, 
collaborate, and stop looking 

Locals urged 
to take part in 
Lamlash beach 
clean 
A beach clean in Lamlash 
will be held this Sunday (5 
October) at 2pm.

According to research, 
more and more marine ani-
mals and seabirds are being 
washed up on coasts around 
the world with stomachs full 
of plastic. 

So clean beaches mean 
not only nicer walks for 
those that live here but also 
healthier seas for the wildlife 
in Arran’s waters. 

Pickers and bags will be 
provided by the Lamlash 
Improvements Association, 
which organises three beach 
cleans a year. 

Volunteers will meet 
outside the Lamlash Co-op 
and are asked to bring stout 
footwear and gloves. 

Children should be accom-
panied by a responsible adult.

Lost kitten
A tabby kitten has been lost 
in Lamlash.

If found please phone Jen-
nifer on 600242 or 600137. 

Lamb arrival catches 
everyone by surprise
There has been a surprising 
arrival at a farm in Shiskine.

Despite the fact that it is 
now October a lamb has been 
born at Balgowan Farm, and 
it came as a complete shock 
to farmer George Tod.

‘We are all really surprised. 
I have never heard of a lamb 
born in late September and 
having asked around neither 
has anyone else,’ he said

The young tup was born 
out of a black faced gimmer 

lamb.

But George has been left 

he thought it was a seagull. 
Then he realised it was a 
lamb suckling her mother.

He has deduced that the ewe 
must have been with a tup 
when it returned from win-
tering in April, but he has no 
idea where or when.

pregnancy, the ewe has pro-
duced the lamb.

As a result he has no idea 
what kind of tup sired the lamb 
but  said: ‘I am not too con-
cerned the lamb seems to be 

full term and even after a few 

Certainly the mother was 
being very protective of her 
lamb when the Banner saw 

George said: ‘The debate is 
whether it is a late lamb from 
this season or an early lamb 
from next season, I think I 

will go for the early.’
The tups will be brought to 

the ewes in the last week of 
November to produce lambs 
for April next year.

‘Other farms have earlier 
lambs but our little fellow 
will have to wait a good 
few months for any pals,’ he 
added.

Bute can learn from an Arran 
which speaks with one voice

at your neighbours as com-
petition. The reality is that 
it’s the island across the wa-
ter that’s stealing your busi-
ness...not the guy across the 
street.’

The letter was raised at a 
recent meeting of Bute Com-
munity Council where mem-
ber Ray Beverley, comment-
ed: ‘One of the problems is 
getting everyone involved. 
People have to stop moaning 
and come together. I would 
like to think that, yes, over 
the last year or so, it’s chang-
ing.’

Frank Baxter added: ‘I think 
it is improving, maybe slow-
ly, too slowly, but certainly 
people are talking about the 
micro-brewery and that will 
hopefully encourage people 
to come to Bute’.

Mike Blair said: ‘I totally 
agree. We hide behind ‘high 
ferry fares killing Bute’. 

‘With RET we have a gold-
en opportunity to say to peo-
ple ‘Come to Bute, it’s so in-
expensive. We have a unique 
product here. If Visit Bute 
can ride on the back of RET 
then go for it.’

Martin Catlin comment-
ed: ‘How can we cohesively 
work together? And work 
with the council? The coun-
cil has an economic devel-

to invite them down to coor-
dinate an island event where 
key players are invited, like 
Mount Stuart, etc? They 
could have a brainstorming 
session and work together in 
a coordinated fashion? That 
might be an idea.’

Send your photos  
and stories to  
editor@arran
banner.co.uk

Banner 
newsdesk 

01770 302142

The lamb and her mother at Balgowan Farm. 20_b40lamb01
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Fantastic 
competitions 
and special 
show 
subscription 
offers

Love Scotland?
Subscribe to the new 
look SCOTS Heritage 

Magazine.
Now the official 
magazine of the 

Standing Council of 
Scottish Chiefs

Subscribe today and 
receive a FREE issue 

plus FREE p&p.
ONLY £25

Call 01631 568000

Subscribe 
to the 
new look

Visit: www.scotsheritagemagazine.com

SCOTS
H e r i t a g e  M a g a z i n e

Call 01371 851868

Debra Adam and Fireun Hunter in the orchard. 

20_b39roots01

Going back to
Project is creating a mature native
If you go down to the woods 
today you are in for a big sur-
prise.

But this is no teddy bear’s 
picnic. Instead, as a result of a 
lot of hard work for more than 
a decade, a group of dedicated 
woodland volunteers are start-
ing to see a return on the fruits 
of their labour.

A registered charity, the 
Roots of Arran communi-
ty woodland, was formed in 
2002 and has since planted up 
a large clear-fell site known 
as Fairy Glen or Lag a Bheith 
which lies in the woods outside 
Brodick.

The area now has many 
young trees which include 
beech, hazel, willow, oak, al-
der, blackthorn and even fruit 
trees in a specially enclosed or-

crop of apples this year.
The project aims to regener-

ate the woodland for locals and 
visitors to enjoy and increase 
the island’s biodiversity.

Volunteers meet on the sec-

ond Sunday of the month - at 
11am at the viewpoint car park 
- to carry out conservation 
work in their 30-hectare wood-
land. The area is on ‘loan’ to 
the group through a ‘concor-
dat’ agreement with the For-
estry Commission Scotland.

Tasks include footpath 
creation and maintenance, 
tree-planting and manage-
ment, as well as rhododendron 
clearance. In spring 2012 a 
pond was added as well as 
more footpaths. 

There is an ancient beech 
grove to the right of the main 
track just before the bridge if 
walking up from the Mayish, 
which has provided a fantas-
tic space in which to not only 
shelter and ‘chill out’ but make 
environmental art and practise 
woodland skills.

It was at the car park that 
The Banner caught up with the 
volunteers as they prepared for 
their work day in the woods.

They were joined by the res-
ident project artist Mike Bai-

ley, who has produced various 
works of art in the woods.

These include the impres-
sive Spiral Wood of 140 silver 
birch trees in an ever decreas-
ing circle. And the ‘healing’ 
spiral theme is repeated at var-
ious points throughout the site.

Mike, a retired art teacher, 
has also produced a number of 
wooden sculptures and wood 
signmarkers, but his latest pro-
ject is a wooden xylophone.

In the clearing used for For-
est Schools, Mike, with the 
help of long-time support-
ers Russell and Debra Adam, 
‘tuned’ and erected the xylo-
phone made from well-sea-
soned sycamore branches and 
now on permanent display in 
the woods. Young volunteers 
Eiken Adam, Fireun Hunter, 
Eden Robertson and Patrick 
Gwizdowski later tested it out 
before toasting marshmallows 
for lunch. 

During the day a start was 
also made on clearing a new 
footpath up to the Scots pines, 

Mike Bailey with one of the fi rst sculptures he made 
when he was a teenager. 20_b38roots03

Volunteers in the Spiral Wood, fro
kids Eden Robertson, Patrick Gwi

Fireun and Eiken in a tree den. 20_b39roots04

Friederike Lorenzen and Stuart Turner are hard at work clearing a path. 20_b39roots07
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krisp print

Main Street/Longrow South, 
Campbeltown PA28 6AE
Tel: 01586 554975
www.krispprint.co.uk
email: staff@krispprint.co.uk

Most extensive ranges 

in Argyll to suit every 

budget. Budget Kitchens & 

Bathrooms, Everyday Family 

kitchens and now Exclusive 

Schreiber Kitchens. 

Furniture ranges available for home delivery 

including Habitat and Schreiber made to measure 

furniture. Full planning, design and installation 

service throughout Argyll, Lochaber & the Islands for 

Kitchens, Bathrooms & Bedrooms. 

No other major or minor supplier comes close to the 

design and installation service we offer. Combine 

there is no reason to look elsewhere. 

Kitchens, bathrooms, bedrooms and furniture 

Contact Carol or Donald for your free

Home Consultation 01631 572035.

We will price

match and better by

10% 

any comparable written 

quotation on any of

our showroom 

ranges. 

24/04/2013   10:04:05

Why buy local?
Buying local means you know exactly where your food comes from.

Buying local produce supports local farms and local jobs.

Buying local reduces food miles.

Locally produced food is available in the shops whatever the weather!

Arran Dairies is a small family fi rm and we’ve been 

pasteurising and bottling milk and cream for over 30 

years at our dairy in Brodick.

We use only milk produced locally at Arran’s three 

remaining dairy farms, where happy cows are sent out 

to graze on our island’s rich and lush pastures.

We like to keep our milk as natural as possible; nothing 

added, nothing taken away.

This is why we have decided to sell unhomogenised milk.

With locally produced Arran milk you will notice that 

the cream fl oats to the top just like it used to.

It’s possibly not what you’re used to but all you have to 

do is give it a shake!

Homogenisation breaks up the fat particles in the 

cream so that they are dispersed throughout the milk.

Doing this makes the milk taste milder and can make 

it last for slightly longer but crucially it means the fat is 

absorbed much more easily into the body and hence it 

isn’t good for you.

Also, unlike highly processed milk, the fat content 

in Arran milk is not standardised to 3.5%, but varies 

according to the season, ranging from 3.9% in the 

winter to 4.3% in the summer.

So when the generation who were brought up on this 

unhomogenised milk say that it tastes better than 

modern milk, they are not just being sentimental.

Shopping habits have changed and with fewer and fewer village shops 

on Arran, many of us want our milk to last longer.

Here are a few hints to make sure your local milk tastes great:

exposure to light. Excessive exposure to direct 

sunlight and artifi cial light can cause an oxidised 

(tainted) fl avour in milk.

the shelves.

smelling foods. Dairy products can absorb aromas.

Best Before Date – whichever is sooner.

of the island. 

12/03/2012   10:20:51

Campbeltown Road, Tarbert PA29 6SXTel: 01880 821 554

Serving home baking and local produce. Selection of local 

Fresh sandwiches made to order using  locally sourced products

Locally sourced, 
seasonal produce is 
available in our farm shop.
Complimented with 
a range of Scottish, 
organic and fair-trade goods.

Self-catering accommodation from £32 per night per cabin (based on two sharing)
Explore the wildlife Argyll has to offer.

Meeting room available for hire.
Outdoor training areas and        Equestrian facilities.
Contact us for more information

For all your printing needs

Come to 
o their roots
e woodland for everyone to enjoy

a potential future wedding 
venue, and the group is cur-
rently fundraising to help with 
construction costs. 

The group also offers a me-
morial tree service and on the 
day Jean Glen joined two vol-
unteers to choose a rowan sap-
ling which will be planted in 
her chosen spot in the woods 
for a friend who died. 

Thrive
Vice chairwoman Juliette 

Walsh said: ‘We hope that 
Roots of Arran will continue to 
thrive and grow into a mature 
native woodland which is not 
only so vital for the survival of 
Scottish wildlife but offers us 
a mini paradise away from the 
stresses and strains of every-
day life. We want to develop 
the scope of what takes place 
in the woodland and hope the 
Scots pine stand can be used as 
a wedding location in the near 
future.’

Debra and Juliette recently at-
tended the Community Wood-
lands Association conference 

which took place in Dunbar 
and have come back with lots 
of ideas for the woodland in-
cluding plans to run green 
woodworking workshops.

Juliette added: ‘We hope to 
hold a green woodworking 
weekend late in autumn which 
will involve making a pole 
lathe and saw horse with ex-
perts from Wooplaw Woods.

‘With these two pieces of 
equipment we can then consid-

er offering green woodwork-
ing workshops ourselves, so 
people can learn how to shape 
wood into items of furniture.’

The Roots group also now 

School leaders on the island 
and courses are available 
throughout the year for vis-
iting groups in term-time. To 

sofarrancommunitywoodland.
org.uk and follow the links.

Getting there
The Roots of Arran site has fairly rough tracks leading 
through it but it is accessible on foot from the viewpoint 
car park on the hill leading out of Brodick towards Lam-
lash or the next car park at Cnoc Na Dail.

It can also be reached by walking up the track out of 
Brodick known as the Mayish, which leads to the site and 
is about a 1.5km walk. 

om left, Keith Robertson, Debra, Eiken and Russell Adam, Jean Glen and Mike Bailey with 
zdowski and Fireun Hunter. 20_b39roots02

Russell tries out the completed xylophone in the woodland clearing. 20_b39roots09

Mike and Debra in the beech grove with mushrooms 
growing on the mound behind them. 20_b39roots06

Russell and Mike tune the sycamore xylophone. 20_b39roots08
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And receive a

FREE GIFT
containing natural 

handmade bath &
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courtesy of The Highland

Craft Company
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Visit www.arranbanner.co.uk/subscribe 
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ISLE OF ARRAN MUSIC SOCIETY
DAVID SCHEEL

Brilliant piano playing interspersed with hilarious comedy
SATURDAY 18TH OCTOBER, 7.30 PM

 ARRAN COMMUNITY THEATRE, LAMLASH
TICKETS £10 INCL. TEA/COFFEE 

(STUDENTS & CHILDREN WITH ONE ACCOMPANYING ADULT FREE)
 Tickets on door, or advance booking:  Inspirations of Arran & 

www.arranevents.com

Renewal of their wedding vows 
helps to tie knot with Canada
New links are being estab-
lished between Arran and 
descendants from the island 
who settled in Canada.

And in the latest exchange 
a Canadian couple renewed 
their wedding vows earlier 
this month in Sannox Church.

For some time the Sannox 
Christian Centre (SCC) has 
been trying to form links 
with descendants from Arran 

Councillor John Bruce 
gives Ian and Mary 
greetings from the North 
Ayrshire Provost. 

Ian and Mary Hamilton outside Sannox Church with 
the Rev Jean Hunter and piper Andrew Earle. 

Ian and Mary hand over the Mayor’s certifi cate to 
Charles Fforde. 

in both Megantic County, 
Quebec and Dalhousie and 
Campbellton, New Brun-
swick. George and Fiona Ha-
zel from Corrie have visited 
the folks in New Brunswick 
twice and in Megantic Coun-
ty once and relationships are 
starting to form. 

Recently David and Pam 
Pott from Lochranza, also 
part of the SCC community, 

visited Megantic County to 
research the joint heritage 
and strengthen the links with 
the areas where hundreds of 
Arran residents emigrated to 
in the 1800s. 

It was as a result of these 
meetings that Ian and Mary 
Hamilton decided to come to 
Arran to visit SCC and renew 
their wedding vows. 

Ian’s family originally came 
from Kings Cross, so they 
spent some time research-
ing the records in the local 

graveyard at Lamlash. There 
are many Hamiltons in the 
records and in the graveyard, 
so Ian is now off to do more 
research. He thanked the staff 
at the Arran Heritage Muse-
um and the local authority 

said they were superb and so 
enthusiastic. Ian is currently 
President of the Dalhousie 
Caledonian Society so is keen 
to establish links through this 
network as well.

The renewal of vows took 
place on a sunny Saturday 

morning with Ian and his 
friend Paul, resplendent in 
full highland dress. Paul and 
his wife Carolyn, their best 
friends from Nova Scotia, 
had travelled with them to 
share the moment. Arran pip-
er Andrew Earle, in full high-
land attire, was a surprise 
which greatly delighted Ian 
and Mary.

Charles Fforde was also 
there to welcome the guests 
and he later received a certif-
icate from the Mayor of Dal-
housie which is to be given to 
a descendant of the Duke of 
Hamilton on Arran.

A short service was then 
held in the church led beauti-
fully by the Rev Jean Hunter 
before a celebratory glass of 
Prosecco and lunch at the tea-
room, and then sent on their 
way by the Sannox bell. 

Claire Irving provided a 
wonderful lunch complete 
with red roses and balloons 

Mary, as she had originally 
walked down the aisle to a 
tune called ‘The Rose’.

George Hazel said: ‘It was 
such a privilege to arrange 
this for Ian and Mary and a 

establishing of relationships 
with the descendants of the 
folks who left Arran to build 
new lives and communi-
ties in Canada in the 1800s. 
‘Thank you so much to Rev 
Jean Hunter, Charles Fforde, 
Andrew Earle and Claire and 
Kate at the tearoom for mak-
ing this such a special day. 
Ian and Mary could not stop 
talking about it.’ 

On the Sunday Councillor 

John Bruce visited with a 
greetings card from the Prov-
ost of North Ayrshire Council 
Joan Sturgeon, so a link has 
been established with the two 
local authorities.

In the future more people 
from Quebec and New Brun-
swick will be visiting the is-
land to strengthen these links. 
Indeed earlier this month 
another couple from New 
Brunswick, James and Maria 
Thompson visited the island. 
Maria is trying to establish 

a link between her primary 
school class and one on the 
island so that the children can 
compare lifestyles, histories 
and other social aspects. 

George added: ‘Thanks to 
Stuart Gough and the staff 
at the museum and to Stuart 
Lambie, both father and son, 
for spending time with James 
and Maria researching their 
heritage. 

‘SCC now has a number 
of links to people in Quebec 
Province and New Brunswick 
and we would be delighted to 
talk to anyone who is inter-
ested. We may well organize 
an evening event showing 
photos of the people and sites 
in both Megantic County 
and New Brunswick if folks 
would be interested.’

Arran Farmers’ Society
Dinner Dance

Kinloch Hotel, Blackwaterfoot
6th December 2014, at 7pm

Ticket £30

 Music by Steve Kelly

All Welcome 

To book, please phone Christine on 820291 
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Ann Hume presents Jessica with her prize.

Arran employees of The 
Scottish Salmon Company 
have helped to raise more 
than £5,000 for The Sand-
piper Trust, a Scottish based 
charity, which aims to save 
lives in Scotland by improv-
ing immediate emergency 
care, especially in remote and 
rural areas. 

The funds raised by 90 
members of staff will be put 
towards the provision of de-

proved rapid response care 
and equipment across many 
of the areas where The Scot-
tish Salmon Company oper-
ates. 

at the beginning of Septem-
ber, staff from The Scottish 
Salmon Company came to-
gether to raise money for the 
charity by running, walking, 
cycling and rowing over 350 
miles in the company’s sec-
ond annual Salmon Run.

Charles Todd and James 

farm took part in the event by 
cycling around Arran. 

Starting from the Uists, the 

Salmon Run is 
a runaway
success

Charles Todd and James Sillars from the Scottish Salmon Company’s Lamlash site 
and Mathew Laughton from the environment team, who cycled the Arran stage of 
the Salmon Run. 

Salmon Run team covered all 
of the regions in which The 
Scottish Salmon Company 
operates, journeying from the 
Outer Hebrides to Arran and 

Penny Hawdon, environ-
mental project co-ordinator 
at The Scottish Salmon Com-
pany, said: ‘The Sandpiper 
Trust provides invaluable 

resources for local commu-
nities and when we started 
the Salmon Run last year we 
thought it was a great cause 
that would bring staff togeth-
er from our sites across the 
Highlands and Islands. 

‘I never dreamt it would be 
so successful; we’ve been 
blown away by the support 
received from staff and the 
local communities.’

Jessica Reid of Clauchlands 
Farm has won the Arran Open 
Studios (AOS) children’s art 
competition. 

The competition was open 
to Arran schoolchildren to 
complete an artwork of any 
sort over the summer holi-
days. The art work had to be 
handed in to any of the par-
ticipating artist’s studios last 
month.

Jessica’s winning painting. 

Unusual 
Holy Isle 
view wins 
Jessica
arts prize

The entries were judged by 
Open Studios organisers and 
a spokesman said the winnner 
showed ‘the ambitious nature 
for a P6 pupil, of a painting 
on canvas’. 

The judges also comment-
ed on the unusual viewpoint 
of the Holy Isle ‘not the nor-
mal view that most people 
imagine’. This is very much 
the view from Clauchlands…
Jessica’s View. 

Bumper pack
Ann Hume of AOS present-

ed Jessica with her bumper 
pack of art materials, part of 
which was donated by the 
Book and Card shop in Brod-
ick. Thanks went to Alan 
Johnson and his team there. 

dios children’s competition 
but it is hoped that it will 
continue and that this year’s 
deserved winner will inspire 
other youngsters to take up 
brushes and pencils. AOS has 
its own dedicated website and 
Facebook page. 

To book places on the tours please contact the Castle 
0844 4932152 or brodickcastle@nts.org.uk

WED 8TH  OCTOBER  BACK TO THE BRONZE AGE
2.00pm – 4.00pm

Adults £8 u16 £4 + Park Entry
Booking essential

THUR 9TH  OCTOBER  PAINTINGS TOUR
2.00pm – 3.30pm

Adults £5 + Castle Entry
Booking essential

FRI 10TH  OCTOBER  CASTLE SECRETS
11.30am – 1.00pm

Adults £8 + Castle Entry
Booking essential

WHATS ON AT 
THE CASTLE
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The 2014 
FISHupdate Almanac

NOW ON SALE!

CATCHING  PROCESSING  AQUACULTURE

 PRODUCTION SURVEY 2012
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Prices
Prices of farmed shellfish fluctuated throughout 

the year. The average price of Pacific 
oyster was £0.35 per shell; native oyster, 
£0.60 per shell; scallop, £1.70 per shell; 
queen scallop, £0.10 per shell; and 
mussels £1,200 per tonne. 

The value of the table trade is esti-
mated from the production figures 
shown in Table 1.
Mussel: £7.5 million Pacific oyster: 

£0.95 million
Native oyster: £0.19 million Scallop: £0.10 
million Queen: £0.001 million.
The 2012 total value, at first sale for all 
species, was estimated at £8.7 million, a 
decrease from £9.8 million in 2011.

Employment
The industry employed 171 full-time and 187 
part-time and casual workers during 2012. The 
number of full-time employees remained the 
same while there was an increase of 15 part-
time and casual employees since 2011. The 
number of people employed by the shellfish 
farming industry in Scotland rose by 4% from 
the 2011 total of 343. This increase in employ-
ment and the increase in the number of sites 
producing shellfish indicates a continued confi-
dence within the industry.

Summary
Mussel and Pacific oysters remain the main 
species produced in terms of both value and 
tonnage. Mussel production decreased by 10% 
and Pacific oyster production decreased by 

Native oyster 

sales were 

worth £0.95 

million

The number
of people
employed
by the shell-
fish industry 

rose by 4%

MUSSELS
PRODUCTION: 
WORTH £7.5M

AQUACULTURE
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14% during 2012;
• Production of Pacific 
oysters for on-growing has 

significantly increased 
(128%) in 2012 as 

new markets, 
home and 

abroad,
have been 
established;

• There has 
been a reduc-

tion in queen 
scallop and 

scallop production, 
attributed to poor spat 

fall and severe weather conditions;
• Native oyster production dropped from 
350,000 to 317,000 shells. The sector continues 
to target a strong niche market;
•  Employment levels showed an increase of 4% 

from the previous year, with 358 full, part-time 
and casual staff being employed during 2012.

•  The Scottish shellfish farming industry is 
estimated to be worth £8.7 million at first sale 
value.

•  Surveillance for the shellfish diseases 
Bonamiasis and Marteiliasis was maintained 
in 2012, resulting in no new infected areas. 
Movement restrictions remain in place for the 
presence of Bonamia ostreae at Loch Sunart 
and West Loch Tarbet;

•  For shellfish health purposes, 118 out of 330 
sites were inspected during 2012 as part of a 
risk based surveillance programme imple-
mented under Council 
Directive 2006/88/EC;

•  A surveillance programme targeting Pacific 
oyster farm sites continued in 2012, to detect 
any occurrence of OsHV-1 μvar, no evidence 
of infection was found from samples taken. 
Immediate notification of increased mortal-
ity on farm sites must be reported to Marine 
Scotland Science, Fish Health Inspectorate.

•  The industry is dominated by small produc-
ers, although there was a continued and 
marked trend toward large businesses 
contributing to the annual production of all 
species. production of all species.

The Scottish 
shellfish

industry is
worth £8.7 
million at

first sale

value

The industry 
is still 

dominated
by small 

producers
OYSTER PRODUCTION 
FOR ONGROWING 
INCREASED
SIGNIFICANTLY

SCALLOP 
PRODUCTION: DOWN
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Fleet size and employment
In 2012, the UK fishing industry had 6,406 fish-
ing vessels compared with 7,578 in 2002, a
reduction of 15 per cent. The fleet in 2012 com-
prised 5,032 10 metre and under vessels and 
1,374 over 10 metre vessels.

Chart 1.1: UK fleet size: 2002 to 2012

There were around 12,450 fishermen in 2012, 
down 12 per cent since 2002. Of these, 5,900 
were based in England (down 9 per cent since 
2002), 1,000 in Wales (down 25 per cent), 
4,700 in Scotland (down 18 per cent) and 800 
in Northern Ireland (up 32 per cent). Part-time 
fishermen accounted for 17 per cent of the total, 
down 2 percentage points over the last ten 
years.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE MMO’S SEA 
FISHERIES STATISTICS 2011

Numbers of

fishermen
have fallen

by 12% since 

2002

UK SEA FISHERIES

STATISTICS 
2012
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To purchase a copy of the Almanac please call 

0131 551 1000
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MOVERS & SHAKERS - CATCHING

Mike Park
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OF THE SCOTTISH WHITE FISH PRODUCER’S 
ASSOCIATION (SWFPA) 

THE Chief Executive of the Scottish White Fish Producers Association (SWFPA) remains 
as infl uential as ever, with regular trips to Holyrood, Westminister and Brussels on behalf of 
Scotland’s whitefi sh and nephrops sectors. Indeed, as head of the largest association of fi shermen 
in the UK, whose members account for a signifi cant proportion of Scottish and UK landings 
both in terms of volume and income, it is fortunate to have a head respected both by its members 
and by keen conservationists including Prince Charles.

George Eustice
FISHERIES MINISTER

IT’s too early to properly assess the impact of the man who took over as the UK’s new fi sheries 
minister from Richard Benyon, but industry insiders have been impressed by the apparent fi rm 
grasp he has of the issues to hand, despite it being early days in his new role. Indeed, Ian Gatt, 
chief executive of the Scottish Pelagic Fishermens Association, refl ected in October that: ‘Our 
fi rst meeting with Mr Eustice was extremely useful and the Association found the Minister to 
be well informed which was demonstrated by his considered responses. Th e Association and the 
Minister agreed to stay in close contact during the autumn negotiating season.’

Martin Leyland
SHETLAND SEAFOOD AUCTIONS 

THE Auction Manager at Shetland Seafood Auctions has overseen an impressive year for the 
Lerwick-based company, and white fi sh landings had already achieved record levels some fi ve 
weeks before the market closed for Christmas. A total of 266,432 boxes had been sold through the 
electronic auction system by 13th November. Th at beats the 263,729 boxes landed in 2008 – the 
previous record year for landings since the system was introduced in 2003. Th e average number of 
boxes landed per week this year is just below 6,000 – compared to just above 5,000 for the whole of 
2012, and this is in part due to the improvements made to both the auctions and the port, during 
Leyland’s watch.

Mark Sheldrick and Darroch Fulton 
LOBSTERMEN

THE two Tarbert lobstermen who saved Sean Taylor’s life when he fell from the 
Blue Angel and was dragged 140ft underwater won the RBS Real Hero Award 
in November. While fi shing for lobster Sean’s leg got caught up in rope from an 
automatic creel shooter. He was underwater for up to 10 minutes before the boat’s 
skipper Mark Sheldrick managed to cut the rope and bring him to the surface. 
Mark got Sean back on the boat and along with Darroch spent the next few minutes 
trying to resuscitate him. Sean, who punctured both lungs and was told that no one 
had survived a situation like it, said: ‘had it not been for the quick reactions of Mark 
and Darroch I wouldn’t be here today.’ 

Dynamic figures from the UK’s 

CATCHING INDUSTRY
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MOVERS & SHAKERS - CATCHING

Jim Evans 
CHAIRMAN OF THE WELSH FISHERMEN’S ASSOCIATION
THE pot fi sherman from Aberporth is now also Chairman of the Welsh Fisherman’s 
Association, which was formed this year to fi ght against reducing quotas, the potential loss 
of historic fi shing grounds, a desire for sustainable fi sheries and an increasingly participative 
management approach by Welsh Government. Still too early to register any major victories for 
its members, the association’s worth should be more quantifi able in the course of 2014.

Jim Williams
FORMER TRAWLER SKIPPER 

A VETERAN from the golden age of Hull’s fi shing industry, Williams published his 
autobiography, called Swinging Th e Lamp, in November. Th e 86 year-old’s engaging memoir 
follows his life from his career as a boy sailor with the Royal Navy, up to spending 27 years as a 
trawler skipper, and is packed with fascinating anecdotes of a life on the high seas. A must-read for 
anyone interested in the glory days of the Humber’s once pre-eminent deep sea fi shing industry.

Jerry Percy
NEW UNDER TEN FISHERMEN’S ASSOCIATION 

THE Chairman of the New Under Ten Fishermen’s Association (NUTFA) helped to 
mastermind, with the Support of Greenpeace, the reallocation of £1 million worth of unused 
quota from large boats to the under-10 sector, in a battle that was fi nally vindicated in the High 
Court in July.

Barry Deas 
NATIONAL FEDERATION OF FISHERMEN’S ORGANISATIONS

THE chief executive of the National Federation of Fishermen’s Organisations (NFFO) has 
long fought the corner for fi shermen from England, Wales and Northern Ireland and, during 
a tumultuous year that has seen negotiations over the new CFP take up a great deal of time 
he has acquitted himself well on behalf of his members, fi ghting a number of battles, not least 
relating to media coverage and controversial allegations by Greenpeace.

Bertie Armstrong
SCOTTISH FISHERMEN’S FEDERATION

THE Chief Executive of the SFF is rarely out of the news, and plays a key role in lobbying 
government offi  cials in Edinburgh, London and Brussels on behalf of the 500+ vessels - from 
inshore creel boats, to pelagic trawlers - that he represents. Perhaps the biggest axe he’s been 
grinding over the course of the last few years involves the apparent disparity between the 
abundance of North Sea cod and the reluctance of either scientists or politicians to increase their 
quotas, and this is seemingly beginning to gain greater credibility, so it will be interesting to see 
whether this will fi nally begin to bear fruit for fi shermen in 2014.

DAVID Warwick
WHITE FISH SKIPPER
DAVID Warwick, a veteran fi sherman from Plymouth, has highlighted the challenging nature of 
life at sea by sending tweets relating to an entire day aboard his trawler. Th e initiative, organised 
by the NFFO in a bid to challenge some of the negative perceptions which dog the UK fi shing 
industry, took place during National Fishing Month to raise awareness of the often dangerous 
daily tasks fi shermen perform to put food on the nation’s plate. Since the day he left school 
more than 25 years ago, David has earned a living as a commercial fi sherman. Having built his 
own trawler he set up a commercial fi shing business with his father in 1996. Today he sails from 
Plymouth in his 10.5m trawler Valhalla, catching mixed species including cod and haddock as well 
as whiting and lemon sole.

Almanac
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Gillian Ingham with 
a copy of the atlas in 
the Harbour Shop.

Skye contest winner
Congratulations to Cheryl Lawrie of Lochaber Road in 
Kinlochleven who has won an overnight stay at Duisdale 
House Hotel on Skye in our recent autumn break com-
petition, published earlier this month, worth up to £339. 

Cheryl has won one night bed and breakfast for two 
plus a four course dinner at this award-winning hotel.

The hotel was named Best Hotel at last year’s Scottish 

star hotel at the International Hotel Awards in London 
in 2013. 

Entrants were asked to answer the question: Which 
peninsula does Duisdale House Hotel overlook? The 
correct answer was the Knoydart peninsula. 

The charity Action on Hear-
ing Loss Scotland is inviting 
people in Arran who are deaf, 
have hearing loss or tinnitus 
to join the charity’s research 

work. 
Panellists will have regular 

opportunities to take part in 
the charity’s research projects 
by completing short surveys 
as well as through one-to-one 
interviews and focus groups. 

Evidence gathered through 
the research will inform Ac-
tion on Hearing Loss’s poli-
cy, services and campaigning 
work for a world where hear-
ing loss doesn’t limit or label 
people, tinnitus is silenced 
and where people value and 
look after their hearing. 

Kilmory SWRI 
Kilmory SWRI is restarting 
for the winter on Monday 29 
September. 

The institute meets on a 
Monday evening once a 
month and has a variety of 
speakers and demonstrations 
to keep members entertained 
during the winter months.

The ‘rural’ - as it is affec-
tionately known - is one of 
the largest women’s organ-
isations in Scotland and is 
always on the lookout for 
new members.

On occasion the women 
hold meetings that are open 
to anyone, especially if the 
topic may be of interest to all 
the people in the community.

To this end, an invitation 
is extended to people to 
come along and hear about 
‘Iceland: Land of geysers 
and gyrs’ from the very 
knowledgeable Jim Cassels 
of Kilpatrick. 

The group meets in Kilmo-
ry Hall starting at 7.30pm.

President Mairi Duff said: 
‘We look forward to seeing 
members returning; welcom-
ing new ones and anyone 
who would like to hear and 
see about Iceland.’ 

At the Harbour Shop in Blackwaterfoot, Gil-
lian Ingham and her staff have sold more than 
100 copies of the Arran Bird Atlas 2007-2012 
since July.

Gillian said: ‘It is an attractive book that is 
selling really well.’ 

Author Dr Jim Cassels is absolutely delighted 
by the support from his local shop and from the 
many other outlets around the island where the 
book is for sale.

The Arran Bird Atlas maps all the breeding 

Under Jim’s direction, the bird recorder for the 
Arran Natural History Society, over 30 volun-

-
ering the whole of the island. In addition almost 
700 people contributed bird sightings during 

The data collected contains more than 36,000 
records on 177 species,  an outstanding effort 
by residents and visitors, who share a passion 
for the birds of Arran. Adding to this communi-
ty effort, at the publication stage more than 30 
photographers agreed to the use of their images.

Arran bird guide 
keeps flying off 
the shelves

Hearing loss research 
panel needs your help 

Delia Henry, director of Ac-
tion on Hearing Loss Scot-
land, said: ‘We’d be grateful 
if Arran residents would get 
involved in our panel, which 
we hope offers a great oppor-

hand experience of hearing 
loss and highlight everyday 
issues that will help shape 
our future work, supporting 
people who are deaf or have 
hearing loss or tinnitus to live 
their lives to the full.’ 

Information
For more information or to 

get involved in the research 
panel, people can complete a 
short questionnaire at www.
aohl.org.uk/researchpanel or 
by e-mailing panel@hearin-
gloss.org.uk

like us on  
facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbanner
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TWENTY
YEARS AGO

Saturday 1 October, 1994

The Brodick Castle staff  pose in their Victorian costumes after a special event at the 
property. b40twe01

 Dram delay
Work on Arran’s malt whisky distillery was 
due to start next week, all the tenders are in, 

another snag.

tillery from the start.

 School uniformity

 New council sits

and information panels.

The Turbett family have a go at ‘throwing the wellie’ at Kilmory Fete.  b40twe02

Julie Hannah serves gingerbread to Vicki 
Padfi eld, her daughter Emily, Hilary 
Buchan and Vicki’s son Simon in the 
Brodick castle tearooms.  b40twe04

Arran’s new community council met for the fi rst time this week.  b40twe03

 New Holy Isle building

 Break in

 Kilmory fete

 Facilities questioned
ists has returned some interesting results.

a rainy day.



16   WHAT’S ON www.arranbanner.co.uk      Arran Banner, Saturday 4 October 2014

in association with Isle of Arran Brewery
What’s on

www.arranbrewery.com

www.arranbrewery.com

Every day
Brodick Castle, Garden Open              9am-Dusk
Arran Brewery Open Mon-Sat 10am - 5pm, Sun 12.30-4pm
Arran Brewery tour 2pm
Arran Heritage Museum Rosaburn, Brodick, 10.30am - 4.30pm
Lamlash Tennis Courts/Putting Green Open all day

Saturday 4th October
Army Cadets Auchrannie Road 11am –1 pm. 
Over 21s Disco Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Lamlash Bowling Club Rink game Lamlash bowling green, 7pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa pool, 4-5pm
RNLI Shop Lamlash Pier, 2pm - 4pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick from 9.30pm
Whiting Bay Bowling Club Whiting Bay Bowling Green, 2pm
Blackwaterfoot bowling club rink game Blackwaterfoot bowling club, 1.45pm
Lamlash Bowling Club Closing day Lamlash, 2pm
Rugby - Arran vs Loch Lomond Ormidale Park, Brodick 2pm

Sunday 5th October
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm-5pm
AA Meeting Brodick Church Hall, 4pm - 6pm
Mackerel Lottery  Kinloch Bar, 5pm 
Open Session - All musicians & Singers welcome Fiddlers, Brodick 2.30pm
Live music  Fiddlers, Brodick from 9.30pm
Lamlash Beach Clean Lamlash Front green, 2pm
Arran pool league AGM Kilmory hall, 3.30pm
SNP branch meeting Ormidale pavilion, Brodick, 2pm

Monday 6th October
Quiz Eden Lodge, Whiting Bay, 9pm
Over 50s Badminton Lochranza Village Hall, 2-4pm
Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Citizens Advice Ormidale Pavilion, 9.30-1.30pm
Morning Fitness Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
Table Tennis Corrie Hall, 6.30pm
Badminton Auchrannie Sports Hall,7-9pm
Arran Junior Football Club Ormidale Park, 6-7.30pm
Yoga Corrie Village Hall, 11am - 12 noon
Summer Bridge Arran High School, 6.30pm
Lamlash Bowling Club Rink Game Lamlash Bowling Green, 7pm
Circuit Training Auchrannie Gym, 6-7pm
Lamlash Bowling Club Rink Game Lamlash, 7pm
Live Music Fiddlers, Brodick, 7.30pm
Scottish Country Dancing Beginners & Improvers Corrie & Sannox  Hall,2-4pm

Tuesday 7th October
Pop Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Youth Club Kildonan Hall, 7pm
Rotary club Glencloy Suite, Auchrannie, 7.15pm
Healthy Outdoors 10am-1pm NTS Ranger Centre
Blackwaterfoot bowling club rink game                          Blackwaterfoot bowling club, 1.45pm

Session with the Arran Ceilidh Band                                               Fiddlers, Brodick, 7.30pm
Garden walk                                                                                 Brodick Castle 2pm-3.30pm
RunArran                                                                   Hospital Hill car park, Lamlash, 5.30pm
Live Music                                                                                                      Fiddlers, 7.30pm
Garden Walk                                                                             Brodick Castle, 2pm - 3.30pm
Bridge for beginners                                                            Learning Centre, Lamlash 7-9pm

Wednesday 8th October
Rock & Pop Bingo                                                                               Ormidale Hotel 9.30pm
Tae Kwondo                                   Arran High School Kids-6.30-7.30pm Adults-7.30-8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous                                                                   Lamlash Church Hall, 8pm
Arran Brass Rehearsal                                                                 Brodick Church Hall, 7-9pm
Yogalates                                                                            Auchrannie Studio, 9.30-10.30am

Arran Heritage Museum Archives & Genealogy service                    10.30-12.30 & 1.30-3.30
Traditional & Contemporary Ballads with Mike Bailey                     Fiddlers, Brodick, 7.30pm
RunArran mixed ability                                                               Auchrannie car park, 5.30pm
Yoga-Arran                                                                                    Kinneil, Lamlash, 7-8.30pm
Drift Inn Quiz                                                                                                      Lamlash, 9pm
Mixed Hockey                                                                 Auchrannie Sports Hall 7.30-8.30pm
Lamlash Bowling Club Rink game                                              Lamlash bowling green, 7pm
Back to the Bronze age                                                                  Brodick Castle, 2pm - 4pm

Thursday 9th October
Quiz                                                                                                              Eden Lodge, 9pm
Morning Fitness                                                                     Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
General Knowledge Quiz                                                                        Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Folky, Country, Bluesy Night with Cams & Friends                           Fiddlers, Brodick,7.30pm
Yoga                                                                                         Corrie Village Hall, 6pm - 7pm
Bridge Club                                                                                Brodick Golf Clubhouse, 7pm
Open Music session                                                                            Drift Inn, Lamlash, 9pm
Ladies Hockey                                                                       Ormidale Pavilion, 7.30-8.30pm
RunArran Men                                                                           Auchrannie Car Park, 5.30pm
Pilates                                                                                                 Auchrannie gym, 6-7pm
Paintings tour                                                                                   Brodick Castle, 2-3.30pm
Country Park Volunteer Day                                                        Brodick Castle, 10am - 4pm
Brodick Embroidery Group                                                         Brodick Library, 7.30-9.30pm
QuiltArran                                                                               Lamlash Fire Station, 2-4.30pm

Friday 10th October
Aqua Fizz                                                                      Auchrannie Hotel Pool, 9.45-10.30am
Yogalates                                                                            Auchrannie Studio, 9.30-10.30am
Arran Youth Foundations                                                         Church Hall, Brodick 7pm-9pm
Lochranza Kids Badminton                                                                  Lochranza Hall, 6-8pm
Lochranza Adults Badminton                                                                   Lochranza Hall, 8pm
Castle Secrets Tour                                                                      Brodick Castle, 11.30 - 1pm
Family fun night                                                                               Brodick Golf Club 4.45pm
Brodick Market                                                                  Auchrannie Road, Brodick, 10-5pm



C147 COASTAL ROAD, LAGG TO SLIDDERY,
ISLE OF ARRAN (TEMPORARY CLOSURE) ORDER 2014

The Council made the above Order under section 14(1) of the Road Traffic Regulation 
Act 1984 and of all other enabling powers to temporarily close C147 Coastal Road 
(between Lagg and Sliddery), Isle of Arran between 9am to 12.30pm and 1pm to 4pm 
from Monday 6 October until Wednesday 8 October 2014.
The closure is for essential carriageway repair works.
A diversion route will be in place via the B880 String Road.

Elma Murray
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE

Recruitment
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Property
FOR RENT
Whiting Bay

Tel: 01770 700424

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbanner

HOUSEKEEPER
Machrie/Pirnmill area

For Holiday House Changeovers
Mainly Sundays 4-6 hours

Own transport. Good Hourly rate.
Check property, clean, organise laundry, 

make up beds etc. Call 07710 405334 

Trust Housing Association is a national housing, support and care provider, offering 
a range of accommodation and support services.  Primarily serving older people in 
our communities we also provide housing for families and individuals. We have over 
2,500 households across the length and breadth of Scotland, from the Highlands and 
Islands all the way down to the Borders. 

Isle of Arran Homes Ltd – Lamlash   (Ref 0063 – 0579)
Sheltered Housing Coordinator, 4 point salary scale starting at

27 Hours per week worked Monday to Friday, (with on-call requirement).
Lamlash, MacKelvie Road, Isle of Arran KA27 8NP

As Sheltered Housing Co-ordinator, you will play a key role in the lives of our tenants.  
Promoting and supporting independent living, you will develop a professional and 
caring relationship with individuals, providing advice and assistance linked to their 
individual support plan.  In addition, you will build positive working relationships with 
colleagues in other agencies such as health care and social work.
You will ideally have previous experience working with vulnerable people, be able to 
demonstrate a clear empathy with our client group as well as be able to exhibit ex-
cellent communication and negotiation skills. Previous supervisory experience along 

essential. On a personal level, candidates should be well organised and approacha-
ble with excellent interpersonal skills.  Due to the requirement to provide on call cover 

able to return to the development from home within 20 minutes of the call.

For further information on this vacancy and an application pack visit www.trustha.org.

org.uk, quoting the appropriate reference.  

The closing date for completed applications is 17th October 2014. Interviews are 

We are pursuing a policy of equal opportunities and welcome applications from all 
sections of the community.

An Initiative of Trust Housing Association Ltd Kenneth Gibson MSP

To contact Kenneth outside these times, please contact his constituency office:  
15 Main Street, Dalry, KA24 5DL   Tel: 01294 833 687 
Email: Kenneth.gibson.msp@scottish.parliament.uk

will hold advice surgeries at the following times and locations. 
Monday 06 October
Kildonan Village Hall 11.30-12.30
Shiskine Village Hall 13.00-14.00
ACVS Office, Lamlash 15.00-16.00
Monday 10 November
Whiting Bay Village Hall 11.15-12.15
Kilmory Village Hall 13.00-14.00 
Brodick Health Centre 15.00-16.00

No appointment necessary



UNDER

£30
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED 
ITEMS INTO CASH!

ARRAN BANNER CLASSIFIEDS

The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ
Tel: 01770 302142  Fax: 01770 302021

Email adverts@arranbanner.co.uk     www.arranbanner.co.uk

Simply complete the 
form and return to the 

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE TUESDAY 4.00pm
NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE

ITEM ...........................................................................................................................
DESCRIPTION ...........................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................  
 ....................................................................................................................................
PRICE .............................................TELEPHONE .....................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON

TREES

Tree & hedge cutting and clearing
Brush Cutting and strimming.

All types of fencing

Call Jamie McKinnon: 
01770 810 222 or 07760 247201

JOHN DIVINE
FURNITURE 

RESTORATION & REPAIR
FRENCH POLISHING

UPHOLSTERY
Blackwaterfoot – 

Isle Of Arran
Telephone:

01770 860878
Mobile

07733 738127
Email: john@

thornybankwoodcraft.co.uk

��

Incidentals 
Arran
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing 
of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part 
and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, 
books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer 
in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the 
event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, 
it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.

In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one 
or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge 
a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

Volvo s40 DSE (2004) 2000cc

£3,300 o.n.o.

Tel: 01770600716 or 07786145556 (Arran)

Full leather interior, 
mot’d June 2015, 
Taxed Feb 2015.  2 new 
tyres, new brake pads, 
kalipers, drop links FSH

AEG Competence Free-
standing Cooker. Halogen 
hob, Double Oven/Grill. £30 
01770 601209
Curtains, full length:- mixed 
colours 88” drop x 85” Wide 
£12, Rust colour with tie back 
& pelmet 46” drop x 67” wide 
£15, Blue/green lined 46” 
drop x 72” wide £10, cream 
with tiebacks 51” drop x 64” 
wide £8, Kitchen units - Full 
range of base and wall units 
and appliances price nego-
tiable from £10, Roller blind 

pattern 49” wide £10, elec-
tric towel rail in full working 
order £20, compost bin £10  
Tel: 601269
US mail boxes green, white 
or black £20 each Tel: 
07910394431 whiting bay

Dual locking Metal Cabinets 
H92 x W92 x D47cm £50 
each Tel: 07586 492571 
Rutland Electric Fencing Kit:  
2 metal end-posts;  8 met-
al posts with insulators;  36 
plastic poly-posts;  electro-
tape, insulators, gate-handle 
insulator.  £35.  Tel. 870295
Stove/burns wood and coal, 
excellent, glass doors £380, 
portable gas heater and bottle 
£55 Tel: 07910394431 whit-
ing bay

GRAZING 
FOR SHEEP

Approximately 50 acres available

in Whiting Bay

Tel: 07763322711  

Four BF Shearling Tups 
and Tup lambs for sale

Phone Wullie: 
700792

Two blackfaced Tups
for sale

coming onto own stock
meet price or swap for similar 

S Lambie Tel: 302866

Honda Motorcycle

£250

Isle of Arran 01770 860222

1983, 99cc Petrol.
At present SORN and 
needs some attention.

Audi A4

£750 ono

Tel: 07712678104 (Arran)

1.9 Diesel 1999 T.Reg
MOT end June 2015. 
144000mls. Good reliable 
car. Fair condition.  Well 
spec’d for year. Can deliver 
to Claonaig

Landrover Freelander

£2700

Tel: 01770 700697 (Arran)

2003 TD
5 door, long mot & tax
Immaculate for year
84000 miles

Mobile 
Hairdresser

Ladies 
and Gents 
Hairdresser

Call Kate on 
600690 or 

07801 970557
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CHURCH NOTICES

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

 (in full communion with the 
Church of England)

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay. 
Sunday 5th October

Holy Communion, 11.00 am. 
Mrs Janis Gallagher.
Coffee after service. 

Wednesday 8th October
Holy Communion, 12.15 pm.

ALL WELCOME

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza,
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but working 
together
Minister:

Rev Angus Adamson
Parish Assistant:
Mrs Jean Hunter

Worship will be conducted in 
the above churches at the fol-

lowing times to which
all are invited.

Sunday 5th October
Lochranza Church. 9.30am 

Morning Worship.
Pirnmill Church, 10.45am, 

Morning Worship.
Shiskine Church, 12noon, 

Morning Worship.
Brodick Church, 10.30am,  

Morning Worship. 
Corrie Church, 11.30am,

 Prayer Meeting.
 11.50am Tea and Coffee and 

Fellowship. 12noon,
Morning Worship.

A Service of Worship will also 
be held in Montrose House

 at 1.30pm

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share”

Sunday 5th October
Kilmory 10am

Lamlash 11.30am
Both Churches:

Rev. Dr. Ian Macleod
All welcome, including
families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND
(continuing)

Sunday 5th October
Morning Service, 11am
Trust Housing Lounge,
Glen Estate, Brodick

Evening Service  6.30pm
5 Glen Road,Brodick

 Prayer Meeting
Wednesday 8th October

at 7pm
5 Glen Road
All welcome

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS, QUAKERS

Quakers meet every Sunday
at 11am. 

For meeting venue ring – 
830622, 820223

WHITING BAY AND
 KILDONAN

CHUCH OF SCOTLAND
 (Charity Number: SC014005). 

Sunday 5th October
 Worship will be conducted 

by the minister, Rev Elizabeth 
Watson at 10.30am.

Tea and coffee will be served in 
the transept after the service.

 All most welcome.
There will be a service in

Cooriedoon at 2.30pm to which 
all friends will be most welcome

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Vigil Mass 7.30pm
Sunday morning mass

11am

ARRAN BAPTIST CHURCH
Minister: Rev Vince Jennings

Sunday 5th October
11am Morning worship
in the Ormidale Sports

Pavilion, Brodick
Tea and Coffee after the service.

Wednesday at 7.30pm
Home Fellowship Group for 

Bible Study and Prayer.
Contact phone no 600222
Everyone warmly invited

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

Sunday 5th October  
Shiskine 11am (Church on road 

between Blackwaterfoot and 
Machrie)

Brodick 7pm (Church behind 

Mr Sean Ankers

BIRTHDAY

David Jeffrey won the 
competition with 29 
points. 

Whiting Bay Golf Club
On Sunday 21 September, 10 
played in the gents’ medal, 
CSS 64. 1 David Brookens 
(12)64, 2 Pete Smith 

(12)66 acb. Scratch David 
Brookens 76. Magic twos by 
Graeme Crichton and David 
Brookens.

On Wednesday 24 Septem-
ber, 14 played in the gents 
medal, the last Wednesday 
medal of the season. The 
CSS dropped to 62. 1 Corey 
Allan (8)62, 2 Gus MacLeod 
(10)64 acb, 3 Jamie McKech-
nie (6)64. Corey Allan won 
scratch with 70 and Gus Ma-
cLeod had the only magic 
two.

On Sunday 28 September, 
the lure of the Ryder Cup was 
too strong and only 13 played 
in the gents Stableford. Scor-
ing was good with the CSS 
dropping to 62 (37 points). 1 
Alan Foggo 39 pts, 2 David 
Morrison 37 pts acb, 3 Jamie 
MacPherson also with 37 pts. 
Alan Foggo won scratch with 
64 and there were magic twos 
by Scott Adair and Jamie 
MacPherson.

Fixtures: Sunday 5 October, 
Winter Cup round 1.

Rachel Brown, Innis Thorborn and Leah Brown at the Ryder Cup practice day last 
Wednesday.  

The line up of those who took part in the Arran Greenkeepers Cup which was played 
at Shiskine on Friday 19 September.

Brodick Golf  Club
On Wednesday 24 Septem-
ber, 12 played, which was 
a good turnout but the scor-
ing was poor. 1 D Roxburgh 
73-7=66 BIH, 2 J Green 86-
20=66, 3 B Walker 85-19=66. 

D Robertson, J Hartley, D 
Roxburgh, I Fowle and W 
Kroner.

On Sunday 28 September, 
14 played the Winter Cup 

(19)37pts(acb), 2 Bruce Jen-
kins (7)37pts, John McKean 
(12)36 pts. There were two 
magic twos, Chris Pattenden 
and David Hendry.

Fixtures: Sunday 5 Octo-
ber, Brandon, class draws at 
8.30am and 1pm,  handicap 
counter. Sunday 12 October 
Winter Cup second round, 
open draws at 8.30am and 
1pm, handicap counter.

Shiskine Golf Club
On Wednesday 24 Septem-
ber, the Shiskine Club juniors 
had a great time at the Ryder 
Cup practise day. Jack Mc-
Nally, Innis Thorborn, Adam, 
Rachel and Leah Brown, and 
Rory Currie were accompa-
nied by Robert Waine and 
Viv Parks.  

On Sunday 28 September, 
nine played a Stableford. 1 J 
McNally 30pts, 2 W McNal-
ly 27pts. Nearest the pins: J 
Faulkner at the fourth, and 
J Salton at the 10th. Magic 
twos: J Faulkner at the fourth, 

and S Black a the seventh. 
Congratulations Jack whp 
played great golf.

Corrie Golf Club
Saturday 27 September was 
the Corrie Open round one, 
where 20 played. 1 G An-
drew 31+36=67-10=57, 2 L 
Hartley 38+37=75-17=58, 3 
A Smith 33+37=70-11=59 
BIH over J McGovern. Best 
scratch E McKinnon 60. 
Magic twos from I Bremner, 
D Logan and A Napier. 

On Sunday 28 August 
17 played the Corrie Open 
round two. 1 Ian Bremn-
er 33+30=63-6=57, 2 Len 
Hartley 40+36=76-17=59, 3 
Graham Andrew 33-37=70-
10=60.  Best scratch E McK-
innon. Magic two from E 
McKinnon, G Andrew, P Mo-
ran, A Napier, A McDonald, 
D Logan and L Hartley. 

Sweep overall: 1 Len Hart-
ley  117 (better second round), 
2 Graham Andrew 117, 3 
Ian Bremner 118. Winner of 
the open was Len Hartley. 
Thanks were given to Pablo, 
Stevie and Guy for the excel-
lent condition of the course; 
to all those who played and 
those who sponsored prizes 
for both days.

Fixtures: Saturday 4 Octo-
ber, Captain’s Prize, 1pm for 
1.15pm. Monday 6 October, 
Monday Cup and Jerry Pot 
1pm. Saturday 11 October, 
Eddie Rankin trophy memo-
rial, Machrie Bay at 12.30pm. 

Lamlash Golf Club
On Thursday 25 September, 

was played, CSS 64. 1 John 
O’Sullivan 86-22=64(BIH), 
2 Neil Young 68-4=64, 3 
Alan Smith 76-11=65(BIH). 
Best scratch Dougie Macfar-
lane 65, magic two Dougie 
Macfarlane@4th. Winner of 
Summer Cup was Iain Mur-
chie - 60+63+60+59=242, 
runner-up Jon Smith  - 
61+60=62+61=244.

Yellow Medal, CSS 61. 1 
Ian Taylor 80-19=61. Magic 
two John Houston at the16th.

Friday 26 September, Sen-
iors’ Open, CSS 61. 1 An-
drew Smith 39pts, 2 Allan 
Winship 35pts, 3 Ian Taylor 
34pts. Best Scratch Andy 
Smith 73. Magic twos Andy 
Smith at the fourth and 
12th, Allan Winship at the 

at the16th. Saturday 27 Sep-
tember, was a Texas Scram-
ble. 1 Jim Henderson, Ian 
Taylor and Morag Gardner 
58-6.4=51.6. 2 David and 
Mary Deas and William and 
Lyn Black 69- 10=59.

Fixtures: Sunday 5 October, 
Glenburn Cup 09.30am and 
12.30pm starts. Thursday 9 
October, Front Nine Medal.

Ladies section: Wednes-
day 24 September, Fleet 2, 
10 played, CSS 65. 1 Alison 
Heron  89-23=66, 2 Jenny 
Pattenden 98-31=67. Scratch 
Sheena Murchie 82. 

Happy 40th 
Birthday 
‘Marshie’

ROBERTS
A wee dram for Pam

Following her cremation, on 
Tuesday 30th September in 
Melrose, Pam Roberts, wife 
of the late Ian Roberts, and 
formerly of Bellevue Farm, 
Blackwaterfoot, is “coming 

place. Family members Jackie 
and Kitty would very much 
like old friends to join them 
for an informal get together 

and to share a dram in Pam’s 
memory on Friday 3rd 

October between 6pm and 
8pm in Kinloch Hotel.



Arran’s Weekly Newspaper

Sport

The Arran Banner’s circulation is independently audited by the Audit Bureau of Circulations (ABC Ltd) 
- www.abc.org.uk.  The total average weekly net circulation for the 52 issues between 5th January 2013 and
28th December 2013 for combined print and digital editions was 3,180.

The Arran Banner will continue to be independently audited.

Published by Wyvex Media, Brodick, Isle of Arran 
Tel: 01770 302142 - Fax 01770 302021

E-mail: editor@arranbanner.co.uk

NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING

Recycled paper made 
up 75.5% of the 

raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004

The Arran Ladies side who played Ardrossan II. 

Good away win 
for Arran
rugby team  

Bishopton 7, Arran 14 
The island’s rugby team once 
again travelled with a re-
duced number of players as 
they took on league newcom-
ers Bishopton in Renfrew.

evenly contested by both for-
wards and backs with mis-
takes in abundance from the 
two sides, the teams turned 
around with the score 0-0 at 
half time.

The second half saw some 
good attacking moves from 
Arran’s backs and after a 
period of rolling mauls and 
good driving from the pack, 
Euan Bone dived over the try 
line.

A conversion from Iain 
Keen gave Arran the sev-
en point lead which seemed 
to settle the pack who then 
showed more purpose in their 
play and were duly rewarded 
with another try from Euan, 
once again converted by Iain. 
(0-14)

Bishopton then got their act 
together and pressed towards 
the line just as Arran lost cen-
tre Gregor Adamson with an 
injury.

Arran’s ranks were then fur-
ther reduced with two players 
being sin binned.

Eventually Bishopton went 
over with the conversion 
and with Arran now camped 
on their own line, they were 
forced to tackle constantly for 
the next 10 minutes to defy 
the opposition and claim their 
third win in a row.

This Saturday (October 4) 
Arran are at home to Loch 
Lomond. Kick-off is 2pm at 
Ormidale Park, Brodick. 

Hockey ladies off to a flyer 
with three wins out of four
The newly reformed Arran 
Ladies Hockey Club have 
got themselves off to a win-
ning start.

With four matches played 
the team already have three 
wins under their belt.

Their latest success was 
a 2-1 victory last Saturday 
away to Ardrossan II. Arran 
were 2-0 up at half time with 
Ardrossan getting a single re-
ply in the second half. 

As previously reported in 
The Banner Victoria McNi-
col, Lorraine Hewie and Cat 
Galbraith have been playing 
indoor hockey for years and 
were desperate to get the Ar-
ran team up and running after 
a 15-year absence.

After many meetings and 
emails they were accepted 
into the Scottish Hockey 
Association West District 
Division 4 and have started 

Pauline Reid the ‘Dame of 
the Game’ against GHK.

playing 22 matches home and 
away which will take them up 
until March next year.

Victoria secured lottery 
funding from Awards For All 
which they used to purchase 
the match kit, goalie kit, balls 

get started without running 
into debt from the off.

Sponsorship
They have also secured 

sponsorship from The Doug-
las Hotel which has giv-
en them  training hoodies, 
and provided hockey teas 
for home games, providing 
a beautiful setting for post 
match meetings.

They also offer visiting 
teams reduced room rates 
when coming over to play.

The club train every Thurs-
day night at the Ormidale 
Park from 7.30pm to 9pm and 
now have 21 ladies registered 

to play. Most have not played 
since school and some never 
before.

Anyone is welcome to train-
ing and the team is selected 
by coach Phil Adams on a  
weekly basis. The team can 
take 16 players to any of their 

on/off substitutes.

September playing GHK at 
home. This was the team’s  

and they lost 3-2 after the 
team conceded a goal with 

The second match was on 
13 September away to Ud-
dingston which Arran won 
6-2. This was a fabulous re-
sult and gave them a much 
needed boost and to let many 
of the girls start believing in 
themselves. 

Their third match was on 21 

September in the West Dis-
trict Cup round 1. This match 
was away to Irvine who are 
the only team left playing on 
grass.

Great result
Arran won 1-0 which was 

a great result as they hadn’t 
played on grass and they are 
now through to the second 
round on 2 November.

The ‘Dame of the Game’ in 

Pauline Reid, Anne Watts and 
Bethany Tetlow.

The team play every Satur-
day home or away and say it 
would be great to have local 
support at their home games.

The have three home games 
this month: today (Saturday) 
against Clydeside Western, 
pass back 2pm, next Saturday 
against Hillhead and wel-
come Dumfries as the visitors 
on 25 November.
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