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Two paragliders who collid-
ed in mid-air managed to dis-
entangle seconds before they 
hit the ground, The Banner 
can reveal.

One of them, a 27-year-
old man, remains in hospital 
with spinal injuries after he 
crashed into a cliff face and 
was knocked unconscious. 

But he had back protection 
and high impact padding on 
his harness which prevented 
the injuries from being more 
severe.

The other man, aged 34, had 
a lucky escape when he fell 
heavily on heather, but if they 
had landed together their in-
juries could have been much 
worse.

He immediately scrambled 
to the aid of the injured pilot 
who was suspended above a 
cliff on steep unstable ground 
in Glen Catacol. He held him 
in place to stop him slipping 
further down the mountain-
side.

However, their precarious 
position meant that when the 
search and rescue helicopter 
from HMS Gannet arrived, 
they could not just lower 
a winch man down as the 

A major summit is to be held 
this week in a bid to try to 

internet links on the island.
ConnectArran is holding an 

open drop-in meeting to look 
at realistic options for im-
proving connectivity for the 
island on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 30

The summit is being held 
in the Arran Outdoor Educa-
tion Centre in Lamlash from 
9.45am to 5.30pm with free 
online registration now open.

This one-day summit will 
bring together community 
representatives, hi-tech ex-
perts and policymakers to 
discuss improving broadband 
connectivity on the island and 
to galvanise support for an 
action plan.

Sponsored by SSE, the sum-
mit will consist of two work-
shops, focussing on the busi-
ness issues in the morning 
and on social and educational 
issues in the afternoon. 

Visiting speakers will in-
clude representatives of Mi-
crosoft, the University of 
Strathclyde and the Centre 
for White Space Communi-
cations.

ConnectArran spokeswom-
an Samantha Payn said: ‘It 
is an excellent opportunity 
to get up-to-date with con-
nectivity developments and 
to discuss proposals for how 
these new technologies could 
improve connectivity on the 
Isle of Arran. Securing good 
broadband connectivity has 
become essential to sustain-
ing communities.

Continued on page 2

Paragliders seconds from 
mid-air collision disaster

Summit 
to help 
get Arran 
connected

The mountain rescue team are lowered down the cliff face to the injured pilot. 
Photograph by team member Calum Duncan

‘It was amazing to 
see all the emergency 
services in action and 
working together’

downdraft from the helicop-

canopy and may have caused 
further injuries to the pilot as 
well as being a risk to the hel-
icopter.  

Instead, they collected the 
Arran Mountain Rescue 
Team (AMRT) and dropped 
them off at the top of the cliff 
above the paraglider.

Due to the nature of inju-
ries and the exposed position 
of the pilots on the cragg, a 
technical rope-work rescue 
was conducted to secure both 
men before Rescue 177 could 
uplift them to safety.

Police and the Scottish Air 
Ambulance service also at-
tended the scene during the 

The man was brought to 
safety at around 8.30pm and 

-
abeth University Hospital in 
Glasgow where he remained 
in a stable condition, as we 
went to press. 

Ryan Gray, of Belfast Coast-
guard, who co-ordinated the 
operation said it had been a 

A spokeswoman for the 
AMRT said:  ‘A massive 
thank you to Rescue 177 and 
EMRS Scotland for their val-
uable  help  and  also  to  the

Continued on page 2

Auchrannie Resort, Brodick
01770 303 303

www.theaspa.co.uk
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8-seater taxis available

Ardrossan Harbour to:

Glasgow Airport
£35.00

Prestwick Airport
£25.00

Return bookings and other 
prices on request.

It pays to advertise in the Banner

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/arranbanner

Continued from page one
  ‘This is no less relevant on 
Arran where businesses in-
creasingly depend on inter-
net-based services to help 
them remain competitive and 
viable. 

Samantha continued: ‘Pub-
lic services are also increas-
ingly dependent on broad-
band to enable them to deliver 
a consistent standard in the 
face of stretched budgets.

‘Broadband connectivity 
is extremely poor in many 
places around Arran. This 
summit seeks to address that 
in a practical and realistic 
manner. We realise that it 

commit in advance, however 
it would be helpful to estab-

Continued from page one
very kind people of Catacol 
for providing hot tea/coffee 
and snacks after we all got off 
the hill.’

Earlier, the weather had 
been perfect for paragliding 
and a number of pilots had 
been enjoying the condi-
tions soaring above the hills 
of Catacol.  The Arran para-
gliding school, Flying Fever, 
was out teaching at the same 

Rescue a difficult 
multi-agency joblish an indication of numbers 

- registration is free and there 
are two workshops (10am till 
1pm and 2pm to 5pm) and so 
we hope that this will be ac-
cessible to as many residents, 
businesses and other individ-
uals as possible,’ she added.

The meeting is open to all 
who are interested in support-
ing improvements in connec-
tivity for the people who live 
on, work in and visit Arran. 

For more information con-
tact Samantha Payn on 01770 
820655.

Full details are available on 
the link below: http://www.
arranresilience.org.uk/con-
nectarran/ Or register direct-
ly at: https://connectarran.
eventbrite.co.uk/

Summit to help get 
Arran connected

site and other visiting pilots 
came over to the island to en-

accident happened towards 
the end of the day when two 

dependently of the school. 
Both pilots were newly- 

this season with the British 
Hang-gliding and Paragliding

Continued on page 3 

The helicopter moves in to 
winch the pilots to safety

Annual open air service
In a celebration of Arran’s heritage the annual Clachan Church 
open air service will take place tomorrow (Sunday) at 3 pm. 

This event has taken place every year since the restoration 
work was completed. Although still without a roof, this old 

tion.  It is well worth a visit which should include time spent 
reading the plaques describing its history. Everyone is wel-
come to come and join a celebration of this island’s heritage.

CORRIE GOLF CLUB
WINTER MEMBERSHIP
We now offer a limited associate membership 

conferring full playing rights for the period 
Oct 1st 2015 until Mar 31st 2016 

for £30 Subscription
Details & applications from G.Welford 

(600403 and at clubhouse).
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ARDROSSAN 
HARBOUR
TO YOUR DESTINATION

Mainland Taxis
07921 998457
01294 463556
Glasgow City Centre £42

Glasgow Airport £35

Prestwick Airport £25

Irvine Central Hospital £14

Crosshouse Hospital £20

Ayr Hospital £32

Troon Harbour £22

Kilmarnock £23

Ayr £28
For other quotes just ask!
Friendly Reliable Service
www.mainland-taxis.co.uk
7 SEATER WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE VEHICLE 
AVAILABLE

Continued from page 2
Association and had learnt to 

Leading instructor, Zabdi 

Photographs by Dr David Hogg and Calum 
Duncan, Arran Mountain Rescue Team

contributed to the accident 

until too late and the collision 

and training and such good 

The mountain rescue team prepare their descent

The diffi  cult terrain rescuers had to work in b39rescue04NO The injured pilot can just be made out on the cliff  
face with the mountain rescue team high on the ridge 
behind him. 

Mountain rescue 
team in action

Busy week for 
rescue team

Team members made their 

had slipped and sustained a 
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The annual Ayrshire 
Youth Foundations (AYF), 
fundraiser, organised by the 
youths themselves, took place 
at Strabane last Saturday.
  Lady Jean Fforde once again 
offered the charity the use of 
her impressive garden to help 
members raise cash. 

Visitors could wander 
along two garden walks 
in the mature garden with 
varied and interesting plants 
and trees in the tranquil 
and beautiful setting before 
sitting down to tea and cake 
accompanied by the gentle 

by Charlotte McKillop and 
Hannah McCartney. 

Also on offer were various 
tempting treats and home 
baking and a small book stall 
in the walled garden to the 
side of Strabane house. 

The youths set up a table 
at the end of the tree-lined 
drive where they welcomed 
visitors, offered guidance 
on the walks on offer and 
politely tried to tempt people 

the person who guessed the 
serial number on a £100 note 
correctly won the note itself.

The funds that were 
raised go towards the many 
activities that the charity 
offers to local children which 
are both varied and diverse.

A group of tech-savvy North 
Ayrshire pupils were left 
inspired after attending the 
BBC studios for a masterclass 
with Minecraft developer, 
Chris van der Kuyl. 

The pupils from Arran High 
School joined the games 
tycoon earlier this month at 
a special event for the BBC’s 
‘Make it Digital’ initiative 
which aims to get the 

The Arran pupils at the BBC masterclass

nation excited about digital 
creativity. The group of 20 
North Ayrshire youngsters 
– from Arran and Garnock 
Academy, all with a passion 
for digital technology – 
accepted an invitation from 
the BBC to take part in a 
small audience at Chris’ 
masterclass which was 
broadcast live via webcast to 
1,100 schools across the UK.  

Mr van der Kuyl is 
considered one of Scotland’s 
top entrepreneurs, leading 
the way in the video games 
industry. The purpose of 
his masterclass was to raise 
awareness of the support 
available to youngsters 
interested in digital creativity 
and inspire the next generation 
of digital entrepreneurs. 

And he has certainly left 
a lasting impression on the 
group from North Ayrshire.

Speaking about the event, 
Fiona Rennie from Arran 
High said: ‘The trip was 
just amazing. The talks and 
presentations from Chris and 

the other entrepreneurs have 
inspired me to achieve my 
goals.’

After the webcast, the 
pupils were then given the 
opportunity to grill a panel 
of digital entrepreneurs 
during a question and answer 
workshop, as well as get their 
hands on some of the latest 
technology - the Occulus Rift 
and Google Cardboard.

Cabinet member for 
education attainment and 
achievement, Councillor 
John Bruce, said: ‘Scotland 
is highly regarded when it 
comes to the digital games 
industry – and rightly so.  

‘As the industry booms, 
so does the employment 
opportunities and that’s why 
I’m so glad to hear that the 
successful contributors to 
our country’s acclaim are 
passing their skills onto the 
next generation. The pupils 
seemed to have really enjoyed 
the experience and I hope it 
highlights the possibilities 
that lay ahead of them.’

Arran high pupils inspired 
to get digitally creative

AYF fundraiser at Strabane

Visitors enjoying tea and home baking in the beautiful 
gardens. 20_39fete01

Some of the homebaked delights on offer at the AYF 
fundraiser. 20_39fete02

Closed 5th-9th October (inc)

Any shop queries  

01369 703779
Dunoon shop

Account queries  

0800 22 33 77
Emergency Number  

0800 300 999
Something BIG is happening  
in store this November…… 

see shop windows for updates



Arran Banner, Saturday 26 September 2015  www.arranbanner.co.uk NEWS    5

Arran Banner 
newsdesk 

01770 302142

www.facebook.com/arranbanner

Arran Medical Group has 
been given a cash donation 
from the Arran Cancer Sup-
port Trust, ArCaS which has 
allowed the group to invest 
in an up-to-date portable skin 
imaging dermatoscope. 
  The device will assist in an 
improved and detailed exam-
ination of the skin resulting 
in a more accurate diagnosis 
or even to be able to rule out 
various cancers and skin le-
sions.

ArCaS chairman, Douglas 
Johnston, said: ‘We are de-
lighted to be able to support 
the needs of the Arran Med-
ical Group and hope that the 
equipment provided will be 

patients and medical staff.’
Dr Cathy Welch who qual-

is half-way through her post- 

Dermatology with Cardiff 
University and is working 
towards this speciality which 
deals with the skin, hair, nails 
and associated diseases. 

Accurate
She told The Banner: ‘This 

dermatoscope will offer an 
improved and more accurate 
diagnosis as well as making 
life easier for the medical 
staff; especially when one 
considers that a photo can be 
taken with a camera attached 
to the device and then sent 
to mainland consultants who 
can quickly collate the infor-
mation which could reduce 
waiting times for treatment or 
diagnosis for patients.’ 

She thanked ArCaS for the 
equipment and added: ‘If you 
have any concerns about any 
skin-related issues then con-

refer you to the dermatology 
clinic.’

VisitArran and The Douglas 
Hotel are in the running for 
a regional Scottish Thistle 
Award.

The prestigious competi-
tion, which celebrates excel-
lence in the Scottish tourism 
and hospitality industry, will 
see businesses, events and in-
dividuals from not just Arran 
and Ayrshire, but also Glas-
gow, Lanarkshire, Argyll & 
Bute, West Dunbartonshire 
and Dumfries and Galloway, 
battle it out across 15 differ-
ent categories.

Winners will be announced 
at the Central South West re-

Hotel, Glasgow on Wednes-
day, November 4, with 

category then going on to 
represent their respective re-
gion in the glittering national 

next year.
This year saw a record- 

breaking 615 entries submit-
ted, including hundreds of 
nominations from members 
of the public keen to rec-
ognise hotels, restaurants, 

evening dog obedience 
classes and the agility sum-

ished this week in Whiting 
Bay.

Margaret Kay had run an 
evening class. 

It was well supported and, 
she said, made a difference 
to the dogs and owners.

 Winter classes start up again 
next month in Whiting Bay 
Hall with one on a Tuesday 

another - the usual one - on a 
Wednesday afternoon from 

ber 6 and 7 respectively and 

class will depend on having 
enough support, so if anyone 
is interested they can contact 

Whiting Bay dog classes start

B&Bs, visitor attractions and 
individuals who go the extra 
mile to provide customers 
with exceptional service.

Categories, which are 
aligned with the Scottish 

clude Fishers Cleaning Ser-
vices Ltd’s most hospitable 
hotel, for which title The 
Douglas is in the running and 
tourism – everyone’s busi-
ness, for the prize which Visi-
tArran is trying to win.

Three businesses in Ayrshire 
have also made the shortlist.

Annique Armstrong, Vis-

shire and Arran at the regional 

is a great achievement and a 
chance to celebrate those who 
are doing everything they can 
to ensure visitors are offered 
the warmest welcome and 

wish all businesses the best of 
luck!’ 

For more information,visit: 
www.scottishthistleawards.
co.uk

Arran businesses in 
running for Scottish 
Thistle awards

Doctor Cathy Welch receives the Dermlite Pro from 
ArCaS chairman, Douglas Johnston. 02_b37amg01

Cancer detection equipment 
donated by ArCaS to doctors

The portable skin imaging 
device that will off er 
improved dermoscopy for 
island residents 02_b37amg02

This week at Auchrannie

Enjoy a wide range of locally inspired small plates

in our Scottish Tapas restaurant.  Located in our

glasshouse, overlooking the gardens, why not also

sample some of our speciality cocktails.

Open for dinner Thursday to Monday from 5.30pm

Book now by calling: 

01770 302234

tel:  01770 302234        www.auchrannie.co.uk

Auchrannie Resort, Auchrannie Road, Brodick, Isle of Arran, KA27 8BZ

eighteen69 - speciality cocktails

Experience Arran Adventure

eighteen69 - it’s all about sharing
Take the plunge gorge walking, learn to become 

a bowman with an archery lesson or get in the 

saddle for a spot of mountain biking.  

Open 7 days a week. Full brochure on our website.

For more information or to book call: 

01770 303349

Dining with a difference at Brambles 

For a truly different dining experience in a relaxed 

and bustling atmosphere try Brambles. Have a 

drink at the bar, enjoy a frothy coffee by the fire 

or a glass of wine on the terrace. All produce is

sourced as locally as possible and freshly prepared.

Open daily for breakfast, lunch & dinner.

To make a reservation please call: 01770 302234

The Arran Medical Group 
which delivers health care on 
the island also receives do-
nations and support from the 
Hospital Supporters League, 
who recently made a useful 
and much appreciated dona-
tion for equipment to make 
the nurses’ room in the Brod-
ick practice a more comfort-
able and relaxing place for 
patients to visit.

year since being formed to as-
sist patients with transport to 
and from mainland hospitals, 
has played a enormous role 
in assisting and supporting 
people with cancer both on 
Arran as well as hospitals on 
the mainland where islanders 
attend. Since their formation 
they have raised and spent 
well in excess of £1 million 
and offer support to people 

with transport arrangements, 

tance and complementary 
therapies.

Dog Obedience 
Classes 
Whiting Bay Hall
Commencing
Tuesday 6th October 
7 for 7.30pm - til 8.30pm
Cost for 10 weeks £50.00 
Enquiries please call 
Margaret on 600725 
or turn up on the night 
to enrol



WORDS AND 
PHOTOGRAPHS

by COLIN SMEETON
editor@arranbanner.co.uk
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THE 
ISLAND’S 

FOUR STAR 
FAMILY 

DAY OUT

Rosaburn, Brodick, Open Daily 10.30am to 4.30pm
Learn about the island’s Social History, Archaeology, The Arran 

Clearances, Farming, Geology and Lots More.
Visit the 19th Century Cottage, 

1940’s Schoolroom, and Blacksmith’s Forge.
Archives and Genealogy researchers welcomed

(on Wednesdays only from 10.30am to 12.30pm and 1.30pm to 3.30pm. or by appointment.)

Children’s Quiz and Playhouse 

Forty swimmers braved the 
chilly waters of Lamlash Bay 
on Saturday for this year’s 
aquatic dash that is the Lam-
lash Splash.

The 1.3 mile swim from 
Holy Island to Lamlash pier 
may have been held in dull 
overcast conditions, but the 
big crowd were treated to 
quite a spectacle.  

Assisting with this well or-
ganised event were the RNLI, 
HM Coastguard, various 
ribs, small boats, many kay-

A splash and a dash as 40 brave 
swimmers plunge in Lamlash

Zabdi lifts the Ali   
Bodie memorial 
plate for courage
aks and of course, the brave 
swimmers, including 10 from 
Arran. 

ed, protected and monitored 
the swimmers as they un-
dertook this non-competitive 
‘race’ under the watchful eye 
of well trained personnel and 
experienced volunteers. 

The participants, many of 
them regulars, were there to 
improve on their personal 
times from years before, or to 
use it as a training session for 
triathlons. The fastest time 
was just over 30 minutes, 
while the last was almost tri-
ple that, which is still an ac-

complishment in itself.
First local man in was Glen 

Sloss with a time of 35 min-
utes and 35 seconds which 

the line was Jan Roxburgh 
who completed the swim in 
44 minutes and 24 seconds. 
Georgina Maclean was the 

utes and 4 seconds.
The very popular event 

raised more than £1,000 for 
the Arran Junior Sailing Club 
and which saw local, Zabdi 
Keen winning the Ali Bodie 
memorial plate for courage.

The RNLI provided any assistance needed and made 
sure swimmers were safe from passing vessels 20_
b39lamsplash01

Participants donned their distinctive orange swim caps 
so the safety crews could see them 20_b39lamsplash04

A hardy swimmer makes his way across Lamlash Bay 
20_b39lamsplash07

The fi rst local female to 
return, Georgina Maclean 
20_b39lamsplash09

The group of local swimmers wait to be transported to 
the start at Holy Isle. 20_b39lamsplash02

The hardy swimmers set off  20_b39lamsplash05

Lamlash Golf Club Playing membership 

ONLY £100 until Feb 2016

SOCIAL MEMBERSHIP £25

EVERY TUESDAY PLAY A ROUND FOR £10!

available for functions, licensed open to the public Tel: 01770 600296

All Champions League Games Shown Tuedsday And Wednesday

OPEN FOR FOOD 12 NOON - 9PM Tue - Sun
TUESDAY - FRIDAY - 5-6PM - EARLY BIRD SPECIALS FROM £6.50

TAKE AWAY FISH & CHIPS £7.50 - Gluten Free

SATURDAY IS STEAK NIGHT - 2 COURSE £18

SUNDAY LUNCH SPECIAL - CHOICE OF 3 ROASTS!
2 course £11 or 3 courses £14

children under 12 - Small main and ice cream for £4

BOOKING ADVISABLE FOR SATURDAY AND SUNDAY SPECIALS

BOOK YOUR CHRISTMAS 
FUNCTION WITH US

MOBILE MECHANIC
 - Servicing - Timing belts 
 - MOT Repairs - Gardening equipment
 - Brakes - Will consider any job!

Fully qualified, Cheap rates and Reliable

Call Oliver on - 07917 104826
Or email - oliverward92@outlook.com

ROBIN GRAY'S 
HOG ROAST

Saturday 26th September
At Bay Stores, Whiting Bay

From 12.30pm

Auchrannie 
Winter Bowls

Starts 
Tuesday 27th October at 7pm
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and endeavour which was 
presented by Ali’s mum 
Grace Bodie. 

One of the organisers Ann 
Hart said: ‘I would like to 
say a big thank you to all the 
volunteers in the emergency 
services: RNLI, HM Coast-

ers. Also to the volunteers 
who took the swimmers over 
to the Holy Isle for the long 
swim back and all those in the 
ribs, yachts and kayaks who 
helped to guide the swimmers 
home. Also thanks to the lo-
cals and mainlanders who 
acted as marshals, helped 
with the registration or served 
the soup. 

‘All these volunteers meant 
that we, the organisers, 
could swim knowing that 
everything was taken care of 

thanks to the yacht club for 
allowing us the use of their 
lovely new changing rooms 
and thank you to all of the 
supporters who lined the pier 
and so enthusiastically wel-
comed all of the swimmers 
safety back home.’

Zabdi Keen receives the Ali Bodie memorial plate from Grace Bodie. 20_b39lamsplash12

A very large crowd lined the pier and harbour as they welcomed the swimmers back 
20_b39lamsplash11

First and second to return Alan Bowey and Glen 
Sloss congratulate Jim McMeekin who came third. 
20_b39lamsplash08

A splash 
and a bit 
of a dash

KEEP YOUR EXISTING BASE UNITS AND REPLACE 
DOORS, DRAWER FRONTS AND WORKTOPS

DON’T REPLACE YOUR KITCHEN…

RENEW YOUR DOORS AND WORKTOPS 
AND MAKE GREAT SAVINGS

01770 820675 or mobile 07973 714022       

www.renewkitchendoorcompany.co.uk

NOW BASED ON ARRAN

An exciting new kitchen 
company is now based on 
Arran

Renew Kitchen Door Com-
pany can provide a complete 

and offer two very special 
options - a brand new kitch-
en or a complete makeover.

The company has been 
working in central Scotland 
for the last 16 years and they 
have now moved to Arran 
(Kildonan). 

UNIQUE 
They take a unique ap-

proach to help customers 
achieve a beautiful new 
kitchen. Company owner, 
Charles Herbert said: ‘Of 
course it’s tempting to go 
for a new kitchen; however 
the majority of kitchens we 
visit do not need to be com-
pletely ripped out. If your 
base units are in good con-
dition, you can save a huge 
amount of money by replac-
ing the doors, drawer fronts, 
pelmets, worktops, sink and 
appliances. Your kitchen 
will look brand new, but 
without the major disruption 
and high cost.  Work is nor-
mally completed in one/two 

days. Everything is made to 
measure, so it does not mat-
ter how old your kitchen is. 
We can also add additional 
units and replace damaged 
ones.’

QUALITY
Renew Kitchen Door 

Company is a Scottish fam-
ily business and they have 
gained an unrivalled reputa-
tion for the quality of their 
workmanship and customer 
service and already have 
customers on the island.

They offer a large range of 

tastes and they take care of 

all trades including plumb-
ing and electrical work. 
They can also supply appli-
ances, or install your own.  

Option two is that they 
also provide beautiful new 
kitchens in all the latest 
styles and designs with vari-
ous work surfaces including 
quartz and granite.  

TRUST
Now you can have that 

dream kitchen from a lo-
cal company you can trust.  
They provide a free, no ob-
ligation home survey so call 
them now on 01770 820675 
to arrange an appointment.

The choice is yours as exciting new 
kitchen company comes to Arran

Charles Herbert, company owner, standing alongside 
one his contemporary kitchens
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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Arran
Deliveries
Glasgow Depot
Arran Deliveries
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow G14 OHB

Arran Deliveries
The Parcel Point
Harbour Road,  
Ardrossan
North Ayrshire  
KA22 8BZ

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
Daily collection throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and surrounding districts

Tel: 01475 676 255
Fax: 01294 469 492

Open Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm
Accepting goods destined  
for the island

We deliver the goods
not excuses

press policy

 your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 
words in length for publication on this page. The 
editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses 
must be supplied, including on e-mails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime telephone number is also 
required for verification. Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact telephone number will not 
be printed. Please write or fax to: Letters Page, The 
Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran. 
E-mail editor@arranbanner.co.uk

WE AT the Arran Banner endeavour to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply with the Editors’ Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). We 
realise, however, that mistakes happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us, please let us know as soon as possible by 
any of the three methods: emailing editor@arranbanner.co.uk; 
telephoning the senior reporter on 01770 302142 or write to the 
Editor at Wyvex Media, Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, Oban, 
PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your issue in a timeous, reasonable 
and amicable manner. However, if you are unsatisfied with our 
response, you can contact IPSO, which will investigate the mat-
ter. You can either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 2220 or email 
inquiries@ipso.co.uk. IPSO is an independent body which deals 
with complaints from the public about the editorial content of 
newspapers and magazines. We will abide by the decision of IPSO.

There is a glimmer of hope that something is being done 
to tackle the huge issue of connectivity on Arran.

ConnectArran is to hold  a summit next week to look 
at realistic options for resolving what is increasingly 
becoming an area of concern that undermines the aspi-
rations and challenges the economic viability of a pro-
gressive community.

Last weekend’s paragliding accident at Catacol high-
lights the concern where emergency services requiring 
effective inter-agency communications are at a distinct 
disadvantage that really can make the difference be-
tween life and death. 

communications for four days is further evidence that 
something urgently needs to be done. Sooner rather than 
later. 

Businesses and medical facilities and government de-
partment are only too aware of the limitations and the 
impact that sub-standard service delivery has for local 
business and industry on Arran. So why has the govern-
ment and the powers that be, failed to reach their own 
targets and why have they failed the residents of Arran 
so miserably? 

It all boils down to cost. The outlay for communica-
tions infrastructure and internet connectivity is horren-
dously expensive to replace and while there may be the 
political will to overcome this issue, the reality is that 

The £410 million rollout of stage two of the Digital 
Scotland upgrade, that Arran will play no part in, will 
bring further increases in speed to those that already 
have superior services to Arran, but even this incremen-
tal upgrade only reaches 73,000 homes and business at 
a time.  It is this hurdle that must be overcome and it is 
the driving force of a determined group that will bring 

-
sity and the exciting Centre for White Space Commu-
nications together to look at viable ways of improving 
connectivity on Arran through innovative and ground-
breaking technologies to alleviate these pressing issues. 

Arran remains competitive, able and progressive, is to 
be applauded, encouraged and supported.

son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life.’ (John 3:16)

Take care 
online
Sir,
With reference to the 
article referring to Allyn 
Dinwoodie’s experiences 
with fraudsters in last week’s 
Banner, I have had a similar 
situation this week.

I received a telephone 
call from BT telling me 
my computer is heavily 
contaminated by a virus and 
telling me they are going 
to disconnect me from 
Broadband. 

After a lengthy discourse 
and getting more and more 
suspicious, I asked them to 

number because I didn’t 
believe they were who they 
said they were.  I was put 
onto a supervisor who said 
it all again, so I repeated 
myself and asked the this 

operator.  The supervisor then 
went on to say that if I started 
my computer they would 
go through the steps to put 
things right.  I continued on 
the theme that I didn’t believe 
them and wouldn’t do as 
they asked, they hung up on 
me. On dialling 1471 I was 
given the telephone number 
000601851 and not invited to 
call.

they had no way of checking 
customers computers for a 
virus and that there was no 
records of them having called 
me.

Please everyone, be aware 
and take care.

Yours,
John Lawson
Catacol.

Badminton 
league
Sir,
I am trying to get some names 
together to start a badminton 
league on October 19 and 
was hoping I could use your 

anybody would be interested 
in taking part.

It will run in the form of a 
box league, preferably with at 
least two divisions or more, if 

I can get enough interest. 
For this I would need at least 
10 people or more - so if 
anybody is interested please 
leave your name and contact 
details at the Auchrannie 
Leisure desk or phone them 
on 302234.

the players in that particular 

in scheduling.
Yours
Matthew Johnson
St Molios
Lamlash.

Country 
dancing
Sir,
The weekly meetings of 

again on Tuesday, September 

7.30pm. Once again we invite 
all dancers old and new to 
join us. We try to have a good 
range of dances from ‘simple’ 
dances to more complex 
dances for those who enjoy a 
challenge. 
The aim for all is enjoyment 
and fun. Smiling is obligatory. 
The music is foot-tapping 
from the best SCD bands. 
We are also always delighted 
to welcome visitors to the 
island, some of whom already 
come regularly on their trips 
to the island. Please join us if 
you can.
Yours,
Marion Devine.

Charity thanks
Sir,

page express my thanks to all 
the people who sponsored me 
to swim the Lamlash Splash 
for Alzheimer’s Scotland.  To 
date I have raised over £500.  
Thanks also to those who 
supported me in my training 
and who came along on the 
day.

Yours, 
Heather Raeside
Brodick

One year on
Sir,
A year has now passed 
since Scotland’s historic 

independence referendum.
As always with the passage 

of time, events often seem 
within very recent memory. 
With the referendum, so 
much has changed that it feels 
as if a decade may somehow 
have passed us by.

The resignation of 
Scotland’s longest serving 

election and near annihilation 
of the once all-pervasive 

resignation of party leaders 
and the subsequent (and 

new ones. It has been a busy 
and tumultuous time in both 

Like so many others, I 
had hoped for a different 
referendum outcome and 
was naturally upset in the 
wee small hours of  Friday, 
September 19, 2014. Yet, 
I can look back on the 
referendum as without doubt 
the most exciting moment of 
my political life.

Scotland engaged in a huge 
and unprecedented national 
conversation. 

The topic of discussion in 
pubs and cafes often changed 
from TV and the weather to 
the intricacies of the Barnett 
Formula, currency unions 
and continuing membership 

Scotland’s young people 
participated enthusiastically 
and contributed to the wider 
dialogue knowing that (for 
a change) they would have 
their say on polling day.

The referendum made 
people question what was 
valuable to them and ask 
what kind of society they 
wanted to live in. The options 
laid in front of us proved that 
the future could be shaped by 
our decisions and is never set 
in stone.

We realised that our voice 

prime ministers and, yes, 
even David Bowie, took 
notice of what we had to say. 
Few countries in the world 
have ever been so politically 
aware as Scotland has been 

in recent months and the 
country is undoubtedly all the 
better for it. 

Whilst there was heated 
debate and disagreement 
throughout and after the 
campaign, I believe we did 
ourselves proud and acted 
with intelligence, dignity and 
respect. 

Of course there were some 
rogue elements who did 
not meet these standards. 

exception.  
Prior to the referendum, 

the vast majority of people 
in Scotland believed that we 
could and should take more 
responsibility for our future. 

Even many of those who 
ultimately decided that 
Scotland should not be 
independent would argue 
that the people of Scotland 
are best placed to make 
decisions about Scotland and 

powers and responsibilities of 
the Scottish parliament. 

These sentiments were 
echoed by both David 

in the now infamous ‘Vow’. 
Scotland was further urged 

and following the resulting 

to accept that invitation – 
delivering an astounding 
message to Westminster in 

With polls showing that 
only 9 per cent of people in 
Scotland believe the vow 
has been delivered and a 
multitude of organisations 
publicly stating that the 
powers due to be delivered 
fall well short of what is 
needed.

Whilst the Tory-Labour 
‘Better Together’ campaign 
won the day last year, it is not 
clear that they conclusively 
won the arguments and with 
an engaged and educated 
electorate demanding 
genuine power and change, 
it is evident that the debate 
over Scotland’s future will 
be ongoing. I for one look 
forward to carrying on that 
discussion.

Yours,
Kenneth Gibson 
MSP Cunninghame North
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Putting their best foot 
forward for charity at 
island Memory Walk

The large crowd that took part in the memory walk in aid of Alzheimer’s Scotland 20_b39memory01

The second Alzheimer 
Scotland Memory Walk that 
took place last Saturday saw a 
healthy increase in participants 
this year and has raised money 
for various good causes.

The idea for the event is for 
families to come together 
and to make memories with 
their loved ones, while raising 
funds to support the work of 
Alzheimer Scotland. 

While the weather might 
of been a little bit dull, the 
mood at the walk was the 
exact opposite, a fun and jovial 
atmosphere that provided 
a great day out for all the 
family and for pets and of 
course, some support for very 
worthwhile charities.

The participants started at 
the Douglas Hotel and after a 

the Ormidale Park where there 
were refreshments, live music 

The Arran Zorbs, who were 
supporting the ‘Help get Orin 
and Olivia a home’ campaign 
for the twins with a life-
limiting illness called pompe 
disease, also proved popular.

Also at the event was a drop- 
off point for the collection 
of clothing and shoes which 
has been organised by Fiona 
Laing who has been collecting 
for Glasgow the Caring 
City charity. Fiona has been 
overwhelmed by the support 
that she has received for this 
initiative which arranges for 
clothing and footwear to be 
sent to the Balkan area to 
help with the increasingly 

Continued on page 10
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Arran Medical Group
Seasonal Flu 

Vaccination Programme
The seasonal Flu Campaign will be starting 

in October. The campaign includes the 
following groups

Children 6 months to under 2 year in an at risk group
Children pre-school – 2 years to 5 years
Primary School children – P1 – P7
Secondary school children up to 18 years in an at risk group
Aged 18 years to under 65 years in an at risk group, this is for people 
with a serious medical condition such as lung and heart problems, 
diabetes, kidney disease or who have a lowered immune system.
All pregnant women
All people aged over 65

Primary school children will be vaccinated at school. The practice will 
be contacting patients in at risk groups and parents of eligible children 
to make an appointment in October and November. If you are unsure 
if you are in an eligible group please do not hesitate to contact the 
surgery. All our Flu clinics will be by appointment only.

To make a fl u vaccination appointment at any surgery 

please phone on 01770 600516.

WIN!
 a hotel break on Skye

Situated amid 23 acres on the edge of 
Loch Snizort, Skeabost House is a seven 
minute drive from Portree with views out to sea. It is the only hotel on Skye with its own golf course. Its 
private salmon river fl ows through the grounds. Under its new owners, who also own Duisdale and Toravaig 
House hotels, Skeabost has undergone extensive refurbishment and is the perfect venue for a short break or 
exclusive use wedding venue any time of the year. Visit www.skeabosthotel.com.

Wyvex Media has teamed up with Skeabost House to off er one lucky reader a night’s dinner, bed and breakfast 
for two people. To enter, simply answer this easy question, complete the form below and send to Wyvex Media, 
Skye Comp, PO Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB. The closing date for entries is midnight, October 6, 2015.

Question:  Which Skye town is Skeabost a seven minute drive from? 
 a) Portree    b) Armadale    c) Tarskavaig

Answer................................................... ..........................................................
Name..................................................... ..........................................................
Address ...........................................................................................................
...............................................................Postcode...........................................
Telephone..............................................Email .................................................
Terms and conditions: Accommodation is subject to availability. Drinks are not included. The prize must be taken by May 
30, 2016. Entrants must be 18 years old or over. Employees of Skeabost House, Wyvex Media and any agencies con-
nected with the competition and their families are not eligible to enter. The prize is as stated. Photocopied entry coupons 
will not be accepted.  The winner may be asked to take part in publicity and may appear in a Wyvex Media publication 
and website. This competition is also open to readers of other Wyvex Media publications. Digital subscribers can enter by 
printing this page and submitting their entry along with a letter explaining you are a digital subscriber (please provide your 
email address). Closing date for entries is midnight, October 6, 2015.

Skeabost House would like to send you information about the hotel. 
If you would not like to be contacted, please tick here. ❑

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbanner

Community 
council agm

The next Arran Community 
Council meeting will be held 
on Tuesday, September 29 at 
6pm in the Ormidale Pavil-
ion.

meeting will be the agm and 
will include the chairman’s 

The business meeting will 

wards and cover the latest 
position regarding the Local 
Boundaries Commission re-

committees and the latest 
NAC announcement related 

structures.

public are welcome to attend.

Club draw

and Catacol 200 club August 

Phillips.

cold weather as winter 
approaches. 

Last week Steven McGill 

goods to the mainland and, 

Arran High School, it looks 

continued from page 9
need to be taken over.

been a bit dull, the mood at the 
walk was the exact opposite, 

Supporters walking along the tree-lined avenue at Strabane 20_b39memory03

A touching message board for all of those who have 
been aff ected by dementia 20_b39memory06 Enthusiastic walkers along the Brodick promenade 20_b39memory04
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www.facebook.com/arranbanner

Isle of Arran Federation SWI 
held their autumn meeting 
in Corrie and Sannox Hall 
on Thursday, September 3, 
which was well represented 
by the various institutes.

Anne Pringle, president, 
welcomed all of the insti-
tutes which were repre-
sented and began with the 
many items on the agenda 
that were discussed after a 
lovely letter of thanks from 
the premature baby unit at 
Crosshouse Houspital was 
read out.

One of the larger items dis-
cussed and agreed upon was 
the change of name to Isle of 
Arran Federation SWI which 
would be in keeping with a 
change of name at headquar-
ters.

After a  very full report of 
the annual show was read 
out by the convenor, various 
points raised by those pres-
ent and others submitted in 
writing were discussed fully 
and any changes to the pro-
ceedings would be decided at 
the December show meeting.

On a positive note, the 
treasurer reported a slight 
increase in income from the 

that the new senior sports 
trophies had been purchased 
and delivered to Arran High 
School.

Future events include a 
Judges Day that will be held 
in Alloway on Saturday, Oc-
tober  3 and any prospective 
judges or those interested are 
requested to get in touch with 
Mairi Duff. Heather Gough 
also agreed to be speaker at 
this year’s rally which will 
be held at the Kinloch Ho-
tel on Thursday, November 
12. On the 6th and 7th of the 
same month, the Anstruther 
Gray Drama Competition in 
Selkirk will see the Shiskine 
Institute being represented in 
both sections. Further details 
can be found in September’s 
issue of Scottish Home and 
Country.

The next federation meet-
ing will be held in Shiskine 
on Thursday, December 3 at 
2pm.

It has been a very busy start 
to the new term for Arran 
Riding for the Disabled, with 
new children joining the es-
tablished group as riders and 
the arrival of a new pony. 
  With the group continuing 
to grow, they could do with a 
few more volunteers to help 
on a Saturday morning. 

So if you would like to join 
the small friendly group of 
volunteers, please give Sue 
a call on 850201 for an in-
formal chat. Basic criteria 

run short distances. Age is 

no barrier and no experience 
is necessary as training and 
support are provided - and 
its also great fun! The group 
have some very exciting 
plans for the future, so why 
not come along and be part 
of it. 

On Saturday, the group 
welcomed representatives 
from National RDA to their 
lessons in Lamlash. Mary 
Dunlop, Glasgow and west 
regional secretary, Penny 
Buchanan, regional chair-
man and Isabelle Thomson, 
regional instructor, all en-

joyed their visit and were 
left highly impressed by the 
group set-up, instructors, rid-
ers, volunteers and ponies. 

They also took the opportu-
nity to present young Charlie 
McAllister with her trophy 
from the Arran Show. Char-
lie had attended the show 
with Dan, one of the RDA 
ponies. As well as Charlie 
coming away with a couple 
of rosettes for her riding, 
Dan won best pony 13.2 
hands and under. A fabulous 
achievement for all con-
cerned with the group!

The death of Alex Miller, hus-
band of Kareen, family man, 
farmer, shepherd, dog trainer 
and trialler is particularly sad 
because Alex, man of Arran, 
was a ‘worthy’ whose kind 
are becoming too few. He 
was born, lived and died in 
Margenaish, Kildonan, of Ar-
ran-born parents. He was 83. 

foremost, but took time to 
give to the community as 
a long-serving member of 
Kildonan Hall committee, a 
member of the Coastguards 
(acknowledged for long- ser-
vice in 1986) and as an assis-
tant in local events for more 
than half a century! He served 
also for many years on the 
Arran branch committee of 
the Scottish National Farmers 
Union, always campaigning 
for the rights of small farm-
ers. Indeed,  he was among 
a delegation from Arran to a 
SNFU rally in Edinburgh in 
1998. He was a director also 
of Arran Farmers Society. As 
a young man, Alex played 
football and was noted to be 
in the Southend United league 
championship winning team 
in 1954. 

A great part of Alex’s life 
was  his hobby, passion and 
skill at sheepdog trialling. 

He made many friends on 
and off Arran and competed 
in mainland as well as Arran 
trials with his equally well-
known dogs, Sheila, Di and 

Anne. He just missed being 
selected for the Scottish na-
tional team. Latterly, Alex 
was in demand as a trials 
judge as his knowledge and 
skills were widely valued.

A strong man not easily de-
terred by wind or weather, 
Alex was one of three intrep-
id ‘doggy men’ (the others 
being Jimmy ‘Jumpy’ Mc-
Neil and Willie McConnell) 
who, when the ferry was on 
strike in 1988 at the time of 

managed to hitch a ride on 

back owned by the Latona 
family. It had been hired to 
bring essential provisions to 
Brodick during the strike. No 
tickets were collected from 
the passengers, of course, but 
fares were paid in kind when 
the skipper (no doubt aided 
by the team) broatched a case 
of whisky destined for Willie 
McConnell’s Rock Hotel. It 
arrived a lot lighter in weight  
than when it left Troon! 

Those who will miss Alex 
most are Kareen, his Ar-
ran-born wife of many years,  
son Robert, daughters, Lannis 
and Vanessa, and  his three 
treasured grand-children, Jes-
sica, Lawrie and Finlay, who 
loved their Grandpa.Alex’s 
many friends and other fami-
ly members here and overseas 

man.
 Margie Currie

Mary Dunlop presenting a trophy to Charlie McAllister and Dan for winning best 
pony 13.2 and under at the Arran show

Volunteers 
sought for 
riding group

ObituaryName change 
agreed at 
autumn meeting

Alex Miller - a true man of Arran 
29 July 1932 to 3 August 2015

Alex Miller b39obit01

Farmers, Alex Miller (centre) and Jimmy McNeil put 
their views to the late Scottish Conservative Leader, 
David McLetchie, during a visit to Brodick Market in 
1999. b39obit02
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Hi Guys,
its time to introduce ourselves! 

NEW TEAM COAST
We hit the ground running and after a 
busy summer, we are now settled in.

We would like to welcome you on our journey 
in creating a great dining experience, 

from Breakfast to Lunch to Dinner.
Or simply relax with a Coffee and Cake.

Look online or pop in and see us :)
Daily Specials, Winter Promotions & Theme Nights

Open six days per week from 10am, closed Wednesdays.
Fully licensed Restaurant

Available for Private Functions

call 01770700308
email: nicola@coastarran.co.uk

bookings recommended but not essential

Kilmory Hall Fete &
Table Tops Sale

£5 per table
To book phone 01770870345

Saturday 26th September, 2pm – 4pm

Plus much more

ALL WELCOME

Whiting Bay, 

Tel: 01770
www.Felicitys

Open 7 days a w
Serving Tea & Coffe

Snacks, Home B

Plenty on off er on Arran t

Arran may have had 
their September 

Weekend 
holiday last 

weekend but for 
those in Glasgow 
and the central belt 

they will be enjoy-

ing  a well earned two 
day break this weekend.
And for many a trip to 
Arran will be on the cards and 

events and activities to enjoy 
before sampling some of the 
best food and drink the island 
has to offer.
Starting in Whiting Bay Felicity’s 
at Eden Lodge, which was reo-
pened this summer by the new 
owners, has been completely 
refurbished and is a cafe, bar 
and grill with a char-grill cooker. 
Serving the coffee and cakes 
they were famous for at Black-
waterfoot, a coffee and a scone 
is still only £2.50. The restaurant 
and bar has stunning views of 
Holy Isle, outside seating and a 
family friendly atmosphere.

chips on Fridays from 4pm till 
6pm and there is a 
gourmet burger and quiz night 

on Thurs-
days. Both 
worth booking 
for.
Felicity’s is open from 10am 
daily and up to date information 
and menus on their website and 
Facebook page.
Still in Whiting Bay there is a 
new team at Coast and they 
would like to welcome you 
on their journey is creating a 
great dining experience from 
breakfast to lunch to dinner or 
simply relax with a coffee and 
cake. There are also dinner 
specials, winter promotions 
and theme nights and the fully 
licensed restaurant is open six 
days a week from 10am, closed 
Wednesdays.
It is available for 
functions and while 
bookings are recom-
mended they are not 
essential. Why not look 

onlin
and s

Over a
Visitor Centre on
there is always a
and now there is
reason to go as 
play area now in
mal tennis, badm
and basketball fo
well as the swing
large sand pit, s
den’ for younger
donation of £1 p
and shop custom
Clothing, gifts an
for all the family 
in the Old Byre s
include brands s
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Isle of Arran

0 700357
sArran.co.uk

week from 10am
ee, Lunch, Dinner, 

Baking & Drinks

For more information contact 
the Castle 01770 302202

brodickcastle@nts.org.uk

BRODICK CASTLE & COUNTRY 
PARK WALKS & EVENTS
This week at the Castle……
EVERY TUESDAY  :-
Garden Walk 2 – 3pm
Experience our horticultural highlights! 
Outdoor Clothing and stout footwear essential
FREE – (donations appreciated) Meet at Reception Centre
TUESDAY  29th SEPT
Three Beinns Mountain Walk 9am – 5pm 
The classic Arran Horseshoe walk. Led by the Ranger Team 
experience the best of the island’s mountains.
Adult £30, u16 £15 Booking essential, tel. rangers 01770 302462 
or email goatfell@nts.org.uk 
SATURDAY  31st OCT
Halloween – The Dead Walk 5.30 – 9.30pm
The Castle’s annual fright fest: the less savoury members of the 
Property staff are eagerly awaiting your arrival

12th - 15th NOVEMBER
Brodick Castle Winter Art Exhibition 11am- 3 pm                  
A Call for ART!
The island’s premier art exhibition returns. Any local artists 
wishing to exhibit their work within the historic collection of the 

PLEASE NOTE: Invitations are being posted to previous 
exhibitors in the next few days

this September weekend

e or pop in 
see them.
at Old Byre 
n the west coast 
a warm welcome 
s even more 
the extended 

ncludes infor-
minton, football 
or older kids as 
gs, trampoline, 
lide and ‘digger 
r ones – all for a 
per child for café 
mers. 
nd accessories 
can be found 

showroom to 
such as Seasalt, 
ter, Barbour, 
ish and Irish 
ather bags and 
goods. 
yme serves de-
reshly prepared 
h a Mediterra-

nean and 
Scottish twist, the 
unique wood burning 
oven was handmade 
by the owner so everything is 
lovingly created. Just turn up for 
the fresh home baking or lunch 
but please book for dinner Mon-
Sat on 01770 840608.
Paint your own pot in Simon’s 
pottery and browse the array of 
ceramics and silk painted items. 
There really is something for 
everyone at the Old Byre Visitor 
Centre, and all with stunning 
views.
In Lamlash the Drift Inn has 
live music with Matt Johnston 
tonight Friday from 9pm and 
drink dance and reminisce 
with the fantastic covers band 
Badstone tomorrow night 
(Saturday) also at 9pm.Playing 
music from the 60s through to 

not to be missed. Both evenings 

have free admission. The 
popular bar will be also be 

serving lunch and dinner 
in the restaurant and outside in 
their expanded beer garden, if 
the weather is favourable.
In the south of the island the 
always popular Kilmory Hall 
Fete and table top sale is on to-
morrow (Saturday) from 2pm to 
4pm with the Arran Fiddle Club, 
dancing dogs and much more.
Back in Brodick it is community 
day at the big Co-op. There 
is a tombola, samplings and 

a homemade soup and roll stall, 
and a  tea, coffee and biscuit 
station and music from Mark 
Harwood.
Everyone is welcome to come 
along and join in and all monies 
raised on the day will be do-
nated to various charities 
on the island.
Blackwater Bakehouse 

and Robin’s 
Herbs join 
forces this Sunday 
to bring you handmade 
gourmet pizzas with homegrown 
and locally sourced toppings on 

only.
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Save the Date 

Friday 23rd October @ 7.30pm 

Whiting Bay village hall 
for 

An Upcycled Evening with Eco Savvy 
Free entry BYOB 

Eco Savvy  shop 
  OPENING HOURS 

       Monday Closed
Tuesday             10.30am - 4.30pm 
Wednesday      10.30am - 1.30pm 
Thursday          10.30am - 4.30pm 
Friday                10.30am - 4.30pm 
Saturday           10.30am - 1.30pm

After two and a half years in 
-

ly boarding the ferry to start 
our 30 hour journey to Mala-
wi. We set off with an air of 
excitement and nervousness 
as some of the team, includ-
ing myself, had never left the 
country before. Being respon-
sible for the seven young peo-
ple in a far off land was made 
easier by the amazing support 
I knew I had from parents, 
and fellow staff, Stephen Gar-
roway and expedition leader, 
Lucy Wallace. 

We took an amazing group 
of young people who, com-
ing from Arran, found it easy 
to talk to locals and try their 
hand at the local language. 

We were very fortunate and 

grateful for the time Helen 
Kerr from Shiskine had spent 
with us over the year to pre-
pare our language skills. Our 
trip was split into four phases, 
each with a different view.

After arriving in Lilongwe, 
Malawi’s capital, we found 
our camp, then set up and as-
signed roles to the team. 

As we embarked on the 

the dreaded supermarket, we 
were taken by how busy the 
streets were and how dusty 
the air felt. The team needed 

food for the following phase 
until we were able to return 
to the town. This was not an 
easy trip for our young peo-
ple as they needed to work 

Students to tell how their 
marvellous Malawi expedition 
changed all of their outlook on life
Over the summer, seven Arran High School 
pupils took part in a three week expedition to 
Malawi. Now students, Katie Morrison, Jack 
Ewing, John Stewart, Charlie Weir, Alan Dillon, 
Aiden Gold and Tom Remmington, would 
like to invite Arran residents and visitors to a 
presentation of their trip in their own words on 
Wednesday, September 30, at 7pm in the High 
School Theatre. There will be a raffle of goodies 
from Malawi and Arran they hope to see as 
many people there as possible.
Here, staff member, Amanda Hogge, gives a 
summation of the trip

out budgets, change money, 
work in different currencies, 
plan meals for a week at time, 
prepare the necessary shop-

quantities and items need-
ed in an unfamiliar setting. 
During the settling period, 
we also visited the Ministry 
of Hope children’s orphan-
age. It’s an amazing facility 
which, at the time, was caring 
for 15 babies all under two 
years old who had lost their 
mothers in childbirth. When 
we visited, there was a set of 
two week old triplets weigh-
ing the same as a bag of sugar. 
The care-givers work tireless-
ly with the babies to ensure 
growth and health.

we were driven to the Dzalan-
yama Forest Reserve to the 
west of Lilongwe. The dry 
and dusty land was clearly not 
the conditions we were used 
to at home. Our plan for this 
phase was to help renovate a 
staff room at the local prima-
ry school. The group prepared 
the walls and shelving for 
painting, played football with 
the children and tried to help 
them with their English. Even 
though we had arrived on a 
Sunday and it was a national 
holiday on the Monday, chil-
dren still met us at our accom-
modation to walk us to school 
each day. We could only have 
seen one day of classes at 
this school, but the teachers 
were on strike so no classes 
took place at all. We left this 
school knowing we wanted 
to go back and help and we 
felt that completing the staff 

the school. We returned to Li-
longwe to prepare for the next 
phase.

This saw our team undergo 
the day-long journey to one 
of the most spectacular plac-
es we had ever seen. Mount 
Mulanje sits within the tea- 
growing region with its lush 

of the wettest parts of Mala-
wi. In January, the area expe-
rienced some very dramatic 
rainfall and had to put in a lot 
of work to get their standard 
of living and local infrastruc-
ture back. Our guide for the 
mountain was Wonderford 
Mmambo, he quickly sussed 
the strengths and weaknesses 
of our team and chose an ap-
propriate route for us. During 
our three day trek, we took 
in sights of the mountain and 
were able to catch the Porters’ 
race as we crossed the plateau 
during the second day. Again 
we watched our students get 
to know the porters and join 
in with games on the top of 
the mountain. 

Phase three saw us visit 
Fisherman’s Rest, south of 
Blantyre. This is a project 
that works in partnership with 
22 local primary schools to 
help improve education and 
standards of living. They also 
help community centres and 
local villages maintain water 
supplies, help continue and 
promote education outside 
of school and have devel-
oped Project My Girl to help 
teenage girls and keep them 
in education. Wictor and his 
team had recently built a tra-
ditional village within their 
grounds which we were able 

to use during our stay. Our 
team worked hard during 
our stay, getting up early to 
start language lessons at 7am 
before heading to one of the 
primary schools to help build 
walls for a library or read to 
the children. There are many 
UK charities that Fisher-
man’s Rest work with such 
as Mary’s Meals and Hope-
4Malawi to provide the basic 
nutrition that young children 
need to help them develop 
mentally and physically. One 
of our team, Charlie, became 
ill during this phase and spent 
his time there resting. Thank-
fully we had medical back-up 
and were able to help Charlie 
get well again in time for the 
last phase.

As we travelled north again, 
we visited Liwonde National 
Park. This is home to many, 
many crocodiles on the Riv-
er Shire, along with hippos, 
warthogs, elephants and a 
vast array of birds including 
some we recognised such as 
osprey and heron. 

The highlight was hearing 
the elephants pass through 

our camp at 4am, unbe-
known to most of the sleep-
ing students. Several times 
we found Mr Garroway 
ushering warthogs from the 
camp swimming pool area, 
along with the cheeky mon-
keys trying to steal anything 
which was not nailed down. 

As we came to the end of 
our three weeks in Malawi, 
the group found themselves a 

-
ed so treated themselves to a 
delicious last evening meal 
back at camp in Lilongwe and 
an indulgent cooked breakfast 
before we left. We took this 
time to remember all those 
who supported the team along 
the way from parents to guest 
speakers and how much this 
has changed each of us in our 
outlook.

Thank you again to every-
one who has helped in some 
way, especially Andrew 
Walsh at Arran Active and 
Helen Kerr.

Thank you also to the Ban-
ner and the readers for the 
support we received over the 
past year.

Staff from Dzalanyama School with the Arran students

Arran students help a classroom full of children at 
Mtemba School
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Edinburgh may have Rebus 
and Glasgow, Taggart, but 
now Brodick is setting the 
scene for murder and may-
hem with its own detective.

Crime writer and six-time 
CWA Dagger nominee, Tony 
Black, has brought DI Bob 
Valentine to the island for 
his latest murder mystery, A 
Taste of Ashes.

And Tony, 43, who moved 

the novel earlier this year, is 
now preparing to launch the 
book in Brodick library.

‘It’s been a great move for 
my family and for my writ-

out while I’ve been on Arran,’ 
he said. ‘We’re living in Kil-
donan now and I’ve been out 

ing the book’s locations out. 
‘It’s a fabulous setting, not 

just for the scenery, but the 
people and the way of life. 

‘Bob, my detective, starts 
the story in Ayr, but when 

Arran, he takes the case over 
the water.Bob tends to be a 
bit moany about auld Ayr and 
what it’s become lately, so it 
was nice to put him in Arran 
which he clearly enjoyed a lot 
more.’

Tony has written 12 nov-
els and A Taste of Ashes is 
the follow-up to his critical-

ly-acclaimed Artefacts of the 

crime series to feature Bob 
Valentine, a hard-headed de-
tective with not only his case-
load to worry about.

Tony started writing the 
novel while visiting Kildonan 
and staying at Whin House 
on the coast in February - and 

Crime writer brings murder and 
mayhem to disturb tranquil idyll

Author Tony Black

Launch to be held at 
Brodick library

promptly made the village his 
permanent home soon after. 

The author, who Irvine 
Welsh describes as his ‘fa-
vourite British crime writer’ 
says it was a ‘great move’.

‘Arran feels like home now.
We’ve been coming here for 
years, but settling down and 
getting the feel of the place 
is something altogether dif-
ferent. I’m really looking 
forward to the book launch 
in Brodick.  We had to launch 
on Arran, it just felt like the 
only place to bring the book 
into the world.’

Tony will be in conver-
sation with Scottish writer 
and television host, Douglas 
Skelton at Brodick library on 
Wednesday, September 30, at 
7pm. Entry is free and drinks 
and refreshments will be pro-
vided.  A Taste of Ashes was 
published by Black & White 
Publishing in paperback and 
eBook on Thursday. A special 
eBook offer is available for a 
limited time on Amazon.

The  ideal gift...Scottish 
Calendars 2016

I would like to order 2016 Calendars:

Arran Banner
Isle of Arran   

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868 
Quoting coupon code CAL16AB OR POST ALL ORDERS TO: 

Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, 

order form

Total £

Calendar AmountU.K. inc P&P

YOUR DETAILS:

Name ________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone ___________________________________________________Date _____________________________

 _______________________________________________________

If you wish we can send calendars direct to your friends and family on your behalf. Please provide the following details on 

a separate sheet: Name, address, your personal message, together with a note of which calendar you would like sent.

PAYMENT DETAILS: 

I enclose payment for £________by  Cheque payable to Wyvex Media   Debit/Credit Card

Card Number __________________________________________________________________________________

 _________

Signature _____________________________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

Price

Quantity
£

To receive the 2017 brochure straight into your inbox 
please enter your email address hereThere is something about the Isle of Arran 

which makes everyone who visits the 

island fall just a little bit in love with it – or 

even a lot!

It is more often than not referred to as 

‘Scotland in miniature’ but we like to think 

of it as being absolutely unique.

We have set out to show some of those 

Arran Calendar 2016 by scouring dozens 

represent the light, scenery and places dear 

to those who also love the island.

£7.95
including P&P
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Contact the Elderly 
seeks volunteers to help 
tackle social isolation

An Irvine artist is displaying 
his large graphite drawing of 

other works at the Isle of Ar-
ran Distillery. 

The picture was part of a 
live exhibition artist, Keith 

over a period of 17 days and is 
the subject of a documentary 
being made by Seattle-based 

Daniel Thornton. He took an 
interest in the artist’s work, 
hill walking and the role that 
his visual impairment has 
played in both.

Market report 
from Stirling
United Auctions at Stirling 
had forward 14,216 store and 
prime sheep and 1,564 store 
cattle and cast cows at its 
latest sale.
 The prices were as follows: 
Bullocks Craigdhu (Char) 
£1,000, 232p; Hillhead (Gall) 
£760, 214p; Craigdhu (Lim) 
£790, 231p; Birchburn (AA) 
£800, 217p; Dippenhead (High) 
£765, 156p; Hillhead (Hol) £530, 
141p. 
Heifers Craigdhu (Char) £1,040, 
241p; Birchburn (AA) £810, 
205p; Hillhead (Lim) £680, 223p 
Cows Hillhead £935, 147p; 
Bellevue £855, 115p; Craigdhu 
£695, 120p 
Lambs Craighu and Moor (Tex) 
£70; Drumla (Tex) £63.50; 
Bellevue (Tex) £55.50; Brodick 
HF (Tex) £51; Kilpatrick (Tex) 
£50; Ceither Geoithe (Meat 
Link) £50; Drumnaghinier (Suff) 

Sheddock (Suff) £53; Sheddock 
(Mule) £53; North Sannox and 

-
gowan (BF) £38; North Sannox 

United Auctions also had 
forward 11,626 store lambs and 
breeding sheep. 
The prices were as follows: Al-
tgolath (Tex) £57; Bridge (Tex) 
£56; Swallowbrae (Suff) £53.50; 
Sheddock (Suff) £53; Cosyden 
(Chev) £55; Sheddock (Mule) 
£51.50; Bellevue (Mule) £46; 
North Sannox (Cross) £39.50; 
Altgolath (BF) £43.

Glen Rosa drawing on display at distillery

Keith Salmon with his artwork which will be on display at the distillery next month

The inspiration for the art-
work came to Keith after 
having created another large 
work of a cathedral in the 
German city of Speyer and 
taking, what he describes, as 
‘a walk on a cold and misty 
January morning in Glen 
Rosa where the clouds drifted 
through and around Cir Mhor 
creating marvellous patterns 
of light and dark on the rocky 
ground’.

Aluminium panels
Once completed, the draw-

ing was offered to North Ayr-
shire Council who made a full 

size (5m long by 1.5 m high) 
copy mounted on aluminium 
panels that has been placed in 
the centre of Irvine.

Keith is a professional 
painter based at the WASPS 
Courtyard Artist’s Studios in 
Irvine.

The exhibition, along with 
his other works, will be on 
display until Saturday, Octo-
ber 31, at the distillery where 
copies of the drawing can be 
purchased. Keith also has a 
blog of his work which can 
be found at www.keithsalm-
on.org.

An organisation which helps old-
er people live healthier and more 

-
unteers on Arran.

Contact the Elderly has 92 
groups in Scotland, including an 
island group, which meets one 
Sunday a month for a tea party 
in a volunteer host’s home. Each 
older person is paired with a driv-
er who takes and accompanies 
them to the tea parties.

The charity’s Scotland execu-

said: ‘Stories of older people 
alone affect us all, but people of-
ten don’t know just how easy it 
can be to help someone in need. 
As well as tackling an emotional 
need, eradicating social isolation 
and loneliness helps our old-
er population live healthier and 

Contact the Elderly will soon 
launch a second group on Arran 
and needs drivers and hosts to 
make these parties come to life. 
They are also looking for guests 

their guests to tea parties one 
Sunday afternoon a month. A vol-
unteer host will welcome up to 10 
people once or twice a year into 
their home.  Hosts’ homes need 
to have a downstairs toilet and no 
more than a couple of steps at the 
door. 

Conference
-

dience of 200 health and social 
care professionals and colleagues 
from other organisations at a re-
cent conference hosted by NHS 
Ayrshire & Arran to launch its 
new project, ‘Pocket ideas ... a 
moment in time’.

It is a pocket tool designed to 
help older people be involved in 
meaningful conversations. The 
tool promotes the importance of 
meaningful activity for those in 
hospital and care homes, particu-
larly those with dementia.

-
tions of loneliness and how it af-
fects the health and well-being of 

older people. She explained to the 
delegates what Contact the Elder-
ly is doing in the area to support 
those aged 75 and over suffering 
from social isolation and the posi-
tive impact its groups are making.

Andrea Boyd, occupational 
therapist at NHS Ayrshire & Ar-
ran, said:  ‘How we approach 
people matters, and how we help 
people engage in purposeful ac-
tivity is key. We wanted to give 
those working with older people 
a simple tool to allow them to do 
just that.’

Across Scotland, Contact the 
Elderly supports 764 people aged 
75 and over through its network 
of 1,035 volunteers.

Contact the Elderly is doing in 
the local area and about volun-
teering or becoming a guest for 
the tea parties, contact Margaret 
Oliver, west of Scotland devel-

-
ver@contact-the-elderly.org.uk 
or on 01389 605915. 

Contact the Elderly helps the older 
population live healthier and more 
fulfilled lives
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NOMINATIONS OPEN ON 21 SEPTEMBER 2015

www.scottishruralawards.org@ruralawards Scottish Rural Awards

...so who’s yours?

WE ALL 
LOVE HEROES
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®
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Can anything be done to curb 
the cat? 

Patients and visitors from Ar-

in the grounds of University 

day (Friday). This follows the 
introduction of a new man-

Ayrshire and Arran NHS 
Board earlier this year, will 
have designated long and 

Congested
John Wright, director for 

ed and this new scheme will 

‘We have created an addi-

with health and safety legis-
lation.

Located

surrounding areas. 

will have a time limit of three 
hours and the long stay car 

three hours.

Predation is a natural every-

throughout the history of life 

now found in the UK suffer 

their lives and most at every 
stage from egg to adult.

sionately and that is Felis ca-
tus, the cat.

Ian Newton, the eminent or-
nithologist and author, quotes 
some interesting research on 

questionnaire survey in var-

the increasing age of the cat. 

ures, the total British cat 

A cat playing with a freshly caught bird 

lion) house cats and one mil-
lion feral cats was calculated 

mestic cats in an English 

fordshire village of Felmer-

cies. Female cats on the edge 
of the village caught most. 
Older cats caught less than 
younger cats. It was estimat-

the village were due to cats.
Ian Newton states that the 

more study. In the meantime, 

year with their own avian 

vice for cat owners which 
they say could mean the 

garden. 

sure your cat is well fed and 

weather. This seems to me 

of the owner and little to do 

Feral house cats, Felis catus, 

cussions of invasive nuisance 

and our familiarity with them 

They are, however, among 
the most ecologically damag-
ing introduced animals here 
on Arran and worldwide. 
Once there is that recogni-

from you.  For more infor-

Bird   notes
by Jim Cassels

SEPTEMBER
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing 
of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part 
and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, 
books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer 
in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the 
event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, 
it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.

In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one 
or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge 
a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

Once again, the much loved 
and interesting Stuart Gough 
stepped in at the last minute 
to talk to the Arran Anti-
quarians at their September 
meeting, reports Norma Da-
vidson.

Stuart used a talk he had 
delivered to an audience of 
150 in Ayr Town Hall just a 
week ago. The subject, on 
the surface, was well-known 
to us all, but how wrong we 
were.  The 47 members pres-
ent were appointed as a jury 
to make our own decision 
on the culpability of the ac-
cused, John Watson Laurie.

The facts:
In July of 1889, Laurie, a 

25 year old joiner and pat-
tern maker who worked at 
the Atlas Locomotive Works 
in Springburn, Glasgow, 
decided to pursue a former 
girlfriend who was holiday-
ing in Rothesay. He went to 
Bute and obtained lodgings 
with a Mrs Currie in Port 
Bannatyne, using the name 
John Annandale of Cam-
bridge Street, Glasgow.  Al-
though this might seem sus-
picious to us, it was common 
behaviour of young men of 
that day to invent and use a 
superior persona.

While in Bute, he took a trip 
on the PS Ivanhoe (inciden-

tally, a temperance boat), to 
the Kyles of Bute and, even-
tually, Arran. On board, he 
was approached by one Ed-
win Robert Rose, a 32 year 
old clerk from Brixton, who 
was holidaying at Rothesay 
Hydro. Much taken by the 
Arran hills, they decided to 
return to Brodick the next 
day to do some hill walk-
ing. While Rose went up 
the glen to spy out the lie of 
the land, Laurie sought out 
lodgings from the proprietor 
of Woolley’s tearoom. As 
it was Glasgow Fair, very 
little was available, but he 
eventually accepted a ‘lean-
to hut’ in Invercloy at the 
rent of £1 for a week.  When 
they returned to Rothesay, 
Laurie accompanied Rose to 
the Hydro and he was intro-
duced to Francis Mikel and 
a man surnamed Thom, both 
from Linlithgow and both 
acquaintances of Rose.  The 
next day, Laurie and Rose 
walked up Glen Rosa,  plan-
ning to climb Goatfell the 
following day. Mikel and 
Thom had to leave on the 
3.30 p.m. ferry, but advised 
Rose not to go with Laurie 
as they had taken a dislike to 
him.  After seeing them off 
at the ferry, Rose and Laurie 
started their climb, a very 

The Goatfell 
Murder – or 
was it?

late start. The last sighting 
of them was at the summit 
towards North Goatfell. A 
young local man, David Mc-
Kenzie, who was with two 
girls near Sannox cemetery, 
saw a man coming down the 
glen at 9.30 p.m.  Laurie was 
later seen at Corrie Hotel 
just after 10 p.m., where he 

The Invercloy landlady 
found next day their room 
vacated and their bags gone.  

Laurie had been seen on the 

eye witness of the previous 
night, David McKenzie.  

Laurie made his way back 
to Bute and was seen in 
Rothesay wearing Rose’s 
distinctive striped blazer.

As time elapsed, Rose’s 
family became worried by 
him not returning from hol-
iday. 

His brother made enquir-
ies and eventually came to 
Arran.  A search was made 
by the police in the Goatfell 
area, but with no result.  The 
papers became involved and 
the disappeared climber be-
came headlines.

Laurie’s workmates even-
tually put two and two to-
gether and worked out that 
the John Allandale who the 

police were trying to trace 
was none other than John 
Laurie.

The Englishman, Rose, 

when 200 police, locals 
and volunteers scoured the 
Goatfell area. On 4th Au-
gust, Francis Logan’s dog 
found a body under a huge 
boulder, semi-walled in with 
stones and rocks.

Six days later, Laurie 
wrote to the North British 
Daily Mail from Liverpool 
proclaiming his innocence 
to the accusation of murder, 
but admitting theft. Police 
later found three of Rose’s 
monogrammed shirts.  

Twelve days later, Laurie 
was in Aberdeen writing to 
the Glasgow Herald say-
ing he had left Rose at the 
top with two others. On 3rd 
September, he was recog-
nised at a small station on 
the Hamilton-Lanark rail-

way line and, after a chase 
he was arrested.

The Verdict:
The trial took place in the 

High Court in Edinburgh.  It 
took only two days and, at 
10.35 p.m. on the Saturday 
night, a guilty verdict was 
returned by the Jury of 15, 
with 8 votes for a convic-
tion and 7 against.  (In those 
days there was no such thing 
as a ‘not proven’ verdict).

Despite a death sentence, 
there was unease about the 
hasty trial, the circumstan-

‘expert witnesses’, and a pe-
tition for clemency was put 
before Queen Victoria.  Two 
days before the execution, 
the sentence was commuted 
to life imprisonment.

Laurie serve his sentence 
in Peterhead and Perth Pris-
ons.  He died in Perth Prison 
after 41 years’ incarceration.

Stuart then told us many 

facts that had emerged lat-
er and the members had 
the opportunity to question 
him.  The injuries were con-
sistent with an attack or a 
fall.  Laurie did not give ev-
idence in his own defence.  
The expert witness for the 
prosecution was known to 
all the parties and so should 
have been discounted as 
an impartial witness. Was 
there a homosexual element 
to all to this? Only Rose 
and Laurie knew what re-
ally happened, and Rose 
still remains here on Arran, 
under another granite boul-
der in Sannox cemetery.The 
facts died with him.

Our Verdict:
We had 8 guilty votes, 6 

not guilty and 33 not prov-
en. Stuart himself, after 
much research, was a not 
guilty vote.  

What a sad outcome -  two 
young men’s lives wasted.

Stuart Gough delivers his interesting talk sparking some lively conservation
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 Co-op concerns
Is the new Co-op in Brodick damaging local 
shops? When it opened in February, many 
shopkeepers were concerned. They feared 
that a larger store would stock more lines 
and whittle away at their hard-won trade. 
These concerns were voiced at the time, but 
in a muted way. 

With so much interest in the new store 
many of those who felt threatened felt it 
would be churlish to complain, or at least 
they thought their points would not be well 
received. 

But now some traders have approached the 
chairman of the community council, John 
Simcock, to voice these fears. As a reesult Mr 
Simcock invited new Co-op manager, Brian 
Murrie, and his deputy, Tom Copeland, to 
come to the council meeting and discuss the 
matter. Mr Simcock cited two lines which 
were causing particular concern, the sale of 
pre-recorded music tapes and video cassettes 
and the extension from small plants into a 
wider range of plants and garden furniture. 
He had been told that assurances had been 
given by the Co-op that they had no inten-
tion of putting anyone out of business.

Councillor Tom Knox who had been in-
volved in the planning application at the 
time said that the assurances that had been 
given were entirely verbal.  

 Highland raid
They came by night and stormed the beach, 
and they were gone soon after sunrise. For 
autumn is the time for army exercises, at 
least on Arran. 

Seven years ago there was Purple Warrior 

Young Katrina MacDonald 
presents Colin Currie 

with Arran cheese after 
he offi  cially opened the 

September weekend fete at 
Kilmory b39twe04

which had troops billeted all over the island 
and involved hundreds of soldiers. There 
have been many smaller exercises since and 
this year we have seen Operation Highland 
Raid where only 24 men were involved.

The Royal Marine reservists, based in Glas-
gow, were here to practise landing by stealth. 
They came ashore at Whitefarland at 4am 
last Saturday, set up a beachhead and pro-
ceeded to conduct further exercises before 
evacuating at 8am. In and out and no trouble 
to anyone and yet an essential part of Brit-
ain’s military readiness in which Arran plays 
its own small part. 

 Arran Antiquarians
On Monday, September 18, at Pirnmill, Mrs 
Maureen Farquharson gave an interesting 
talk on the Arran Heritage Project which has 
been carried out on by second and third year 
students of Arran High School over the past 
15 years. 

It began as a result of a school party visiting 
the Orkney Festival in Kirkwall and evolved 
into the idea of a heritage project for Ar-
ran. It started in the art department and was 
soon joined by the geography and history 
departments. Field trips were taken to some 
of the old townships of Auchareoch, High 
Clachaig, High Cloined, photographs taken 

who lived there.
 Contact was made with some of the old-

er inhabitants, who were invited to talk to 
groups of children who, with the aid of tape 
recorders, wrote up their stories. This anec-
dotal history is displayed in the Arran Herit-
age Museum in a series of volumes covering 
most areas around Arran and are well worth 
seeing.

The Royal Marine reservists arrive by boat after conducting exercises at 
Whitefarland, dubbed Operation Highland Raid b39twe01

A large turnout for the Kilmory September weekend fete saw Neil McMaster , as 
Popeye the sailor man, win the fancy dress competition b39twe03

Mike Lunan of the Arran Music 
Society receives a cheque 
for £600 to stage an Easter 
Music Weekend which is being 
sponsored by the Bank of 
Scotland and Scottish Oils. 
Also in the picture are Bank 
of Scotland manager, Jim Hill, 
chief executive of Scottish Oils, 
Sean Fisher and Iain Hope, 
manager (bank operations) 
Ayrshire. b39twe02
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DRIVE TIMESin association with Isle of Arran Brewery
What’s on

www.arranbrewery.com
Everyday
Brodick Castle, Garden Open  9am-Dusk
Arran Brewery Mon - Sat: 10am - 5pm, Sun: 12.30 - 5pm
Arran Brewery tour 2pm (limited spaces call for availability)
Lamlash Tennis Courts/Putting Green Open all day
Arran Heritage Museum, Rosaburn Brodick, 10.30am to 4.30pm

Saturday 26th September
Army Cadets Auchrannie Road 11am –1 pm. 
Over 21s Disco Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa pool, 4-5pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick from 8pm
Brodick Bowling Club Rink game Brodick bowling club, 2pm
Brodick Market Auchrannie Road, Brodick, 10-4.30pm
Blackwaterfoot bowling club rink game Blackwaterfoot bowling club, 1.45pm
Lamlash Bowling Club Rink Game Lamlash Bowling club, 2pm
WBay Bowling Club Rink Game Whiting Bay Bowling Club, 2pm
Bingo Whiting Bay Golf Club, 7pm
Live music - Badstone The Drift Inn, Lamlash, 9pm
Family Quiz Lamlash Golf Club, 6.30pm
Disco Lamlash Golf Club, 9pm
Kilmory Hall Fete & Table top sale Kilmory Hall, 2pm - 4pm
Community Day at Brodick Co-op Brodick Main Coop, 10.30am - 4.30pm

Sunday 27th September
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm-5pm
AA Meeting Brodick church Hall, 5pm-6.30pm
Open Session - All musicians & Singers welcome Fiddlers, Brodick 2.30pm
Annual Clachan Church Open Air service Clachan Church, Shiskine, 3pm
Live music - Badstone Ormidale Hotel, 2.30pm

Monday 28th September
Over 50s Badminton Lochranza Village Hall, 2-4pm
Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick from 8pm
Morning Fitness Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
Table Tennis Corrie Hall, 
6.30pm 
Badminton Auchrannie Sports Hall,7-9pm
Arran Junior Football Club Ormidale Park, 6-7.30pm
Circuit Training Auchrannie Gym, 6-7pm
Brodick Bowling Club Rink game Brodick Bowling club, 6.30pm
Lamlash Bowling Club Rink Game Lamlash Bowling club, 7pm
WBay Bowling Club Rink Game Whiting Bay Bowling Club, 6.30pm
10/10 Total Body workout Arran High School, Lamlash, 6.45pm
Citizens advice Ormidale Pavilion, 9.30am - 1.30pm
Lamlash Aerobix Arran High School Dance Studio, 7pm
RunArran Jogscotland Beginners Whiting Bay, 5pm
RunArran Mixed Ability Whiting Bay, 5.30pm
Summer Bridge Arran High School, Lamlash, 6.30pm
Arran Physiotherapy & Acupuncture Clinic arranphysiotherapy.co.uk 5-8pm
Tae Kwondo  Brodick Church Hall Adults & over 10s,7.00pm -8.30pm
 Tuesday 29th  September 
Pop Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Youth Club Kildonan Hall, 7pm
Rotary club Glencloy Suite, Auchrannie, 6.30pm
Healthy Outdoors NTS Ranger Centre, 10am - 1pm
Blackwaterfoot bowling club rink game Blackwaterfoot bowling club, 1.45pm
RunArran Run Coaching Lamlash, 5.30pm
Open Cricket Session Brodick Astro Turf 7pm-9pm
Garden Walk Brodick Castle, 2 - 3pm

Scottish Country Dancing Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm
Arran Community Council meeting Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 6pm

 Wednesday 30th September 
Rock & Pop Bingo Ormidale Hotel 9.30pm
Tae Kwondo Arran high School Kids-6.30-7.30pm Adults-7.30-8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm
Arran Brass Rehearsal Brodick Church Hall, 7-9pm
Yoga Auchrannie Studio, 9.30am-10.30am

Arran Heritage Museum Archives & Genealogy service 10.30-12.30 & 1.30-3.30
RunArran Mixed Ability Brodick, 5.30pm
Yoga-Arran Kinneil, Lamlash, 7-8.30pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick from 8pm
Drift Inn Quiz Lamlash, 9pm
Mixed Hockey Auchrannie Sports Hall, 7.30-9pm
Dog classes Whiting Bay Hall, 1pm
Brodick Bowling Club Rink game Brodick bowling club, 6.30pm
Knitting & Crochet drop in group Brodick Library, 4pm - 6pm
Lamlash Bowling Club Rink Game Lamlash Bowling club, 7pm
WBay Bowling Club Rink Game Whiting Bay Bowling Club,6.30pm
Connect Arran Summit Arran Outdoor Centre, Lamlash, 9.45am - 5.30pm
Tony Black - Book Launch Brodick Library, 7pm

Thursday 1st October
Morning Fitness Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
General Knowledge Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Ladies Hockey Ormidale Pavilion, 7.30-8.30pm
RunArran Jogscotland Beginners Brodick, 9.30am
RunArran Mixed Ability Brodick, 6pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick from 8pm
Cardiac Rehab  Auchrannie leisure club, 2-3.30pm
QuiltArran  Lamlash Fire Station, 2-4.30pm
Senior Tennis  Shiskine Golf & Tennis Club, 5.30pm
Arran Physiotherapy & Acupuncture Clinic  arranphysiotherapy.co.uk), 5pm - 8pm
Brodick Embroidery Group  Brodick Library, 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Whiting Bay Thursday Club Lesser Hall, Whiting Bay, 2pm 

Friday 2nd October
Yoga  Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30am - 10.30am

Arran Youth Foundations  Church Hall, Brodick 7pm-9pm
Live music  Fiddlers, Brodick, 8pm
Lochranza Kids Badminton  Lochranza Hall, 6-8pm
Lochranza Adults Badminton  Lochranza Hall, 8pm
Quiz  Whiting Bay Golf Club, 8pm
Family fun night  Brodick Golf Club 4.45pm
Brodick Market  Auchrannie Road, Brodick, 10-4.30pm
AA Meeting  Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Live music  Fiddlers, Brodick, 8pm
Tae Kwondo Arran high School, Lamlash Adults,7pm -8.30pm
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Recruitment

An ideal spacious 
family/holiday 
home (sleeps 8) in 
a tranquil location 
close to Whiting Bay.  
Set amidst mature 
landscape gardens 
with stunning views 
over the Firth of Clyde.
A very flexible 
property,it can either 
be a single house – or 
at the turn of a key, 
two separate dwelling 
or letting units with 
independent entry.

> 4 bedrooms 
 (master fully fitted)
> 3 bathrooms
> large double height 
 lounge
> sitting room

> fully fitted kitchens 
 with dining areas
> conservatory
> garage and 
 hardstanding

OFFERS INVITED Call 07748 749230

4 Bedroom Detached House for sale
Largiemenoch, Whiting Bay

THE NORTH AYRSHIRE COUNCIL (B880 CLAUCHAN 
BRIDGE TO BALNACOOLE HOLDINGS NO.2 ISLE OF ARRAN) 

(TEMPORARY CLOSURE) ORDER 2015

Order made under Section 14(1) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, as 
amended, which will make it unlawful for any person to drive or cause or permit 
to be driven any motor vehicle (with the exception of vehicles engaged on 
Carriageway Resurfacing Works) on B880 Shiskine (between Clauchan Bridge
and Balnacoole Holdings No.2) by reason of works proposed to be executed
on or near that road. 

The Order will come into operation DAILY from 9am until 4pm, 29 September 2015 
until 2 October 2015 or until such time as the works are completed, whichever is 
earlier. 

A Convoy System will be put in place DAILY to allow vehicular traffic through the 
work site between 12.30pm until 1pm. 

Diversion Route
Traffic should follow the signed diversion route via B880, A841Coastal Road and 
Machrie Moor Road.

Elma Murray
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE

Maintenance Assistant
 Multi-skilled individual to join our busy maintenance team.  

Experience in plumbing would be an advantage. This is a 
live out position working 5 days from 7 including weekends. 
Salary dependent on experience & skills.  Additional benefits 
include family leisure membership, meals when on duty and 

various staff discounts. Please contact Alan MacAlister at 
amacalister@auchrannie.co.uk or call 01770303332

Aspa Receptionist 
We are looking for a part time receptionist to join the Aspa 

team. You will be flexible to work weekends. Computer 
literate and customer service experience is required

 Breakfast Chefs
We are looking for full and part time breakfast chefs to work 
in Cruize and Brambles restaurant. Must be flexible to start 

at 6.30am. Previous experience of working in any busy 
kitchen is required. 

All positions will benefit from free leisure club membership 
and various other discounts.  

Full descriptions can be found at www.auchranniejobs.co.uk 
or contact hr@auchrannie.co.uk

WINTER LET - KILDONAN
1st November 2015 to 31st March 2016

Modern Detached House - Fully Furnished
3 Bedrooms, 1 en-suite & a family bathroom

Central Heating & wood stove - Wi-Fi enabled
£495 per month plus utilities

No smokers

Please call Chris on 
01770 820226

WANTED
We are looking for 2 bedroom 

accommodation.  
Lamlash preferred but 
anywhere considered.

01770600608 
info@driftinnarran.com

FOR SALE
An exceptional opportunity to 

purchase 2 bedroom bungalow at 
10 Millhill Crescent, Lamlash.

POA - 07831 221 537 
or 07710 530142

Commercial property in 

Brodick available for rent

Large 2521s.f unit with vehicle 
access/roller door

Call 01770 302141 (pm)

PAINTER AND DECORATOR

COMPUTING SERVICES

�
�

JOHN DIVINE
FURNITURE 
REPAIR & 

RESTORATION
Antique & Modern

FRENCH 
POLISHING

UPHOLSTERY
Blackwaterfoot – Isle Of Arran

Tel: 01770 860878  
Mob: 07733 738127

FURNITURE RESTORATION
UNDER £30

Hardwood logs large bags 
delivered 10 bags at £2.50 per 
bag £25 Tel: 07443642408
Point of lay Rhode rocks pul-
lets Tel: 700672 (evenings)
Shaver light for bathroom 
£10, Dressing table stool 
£25, Oval mirror with blue 
frame £9, rectangular mir-
ror with brown frame £9, 4 
ceiling lights £10 still boxed, 
white bath - offers still 

boxed, set of walking sticks 

offers Tel: 302383
OVER £30

Two double radiators 
600x600mm unused and still 
wrapped £35 each or £60 for 
the pair Tel: 820660
3 Seater Reids leather sofa 
dark brown cost £800 will 
accept £250 condition as 
new - buyer to collect Tel: 
07767225958

FOR SALE
Good Blackface

Gimmers 
Tel: 302260
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CHURCH NOTICES

DEATH

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH 

(Part of the Worldwide  
Anglican Church)  

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay. 
Sunday, 27th September

Holy Communion, 11.00 am. 
Mrs Janis Gallagher. Coffee after 

service.
Wednesday, 30th September: 
Holy Communion, 12.15 pm.

ALL WELCOME
ARRAN CHURCHES 

TOGETHER
There will be Taizé worship on 
THURSDAY, 1st October, at 

7.30 pm, in St Molios’ Church, 
Shiskine. 

ALL WELCOME

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza,
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but working together
Minister: Rev Angus Adamson, 

Parish assistant:  
Mrs Jean hunter:

Worship will be conducted in the 
above churches at the following 
times to which all are invited.

Sunday 27th September
Lochranza Church, 9.30am 

Morning Worship. 
Pirnmill Church, 10.45am 

Morning Worship.
Shiskine Church, 12noon 

Morning Worship.
3pm Annual Clachan Church 

open air service.
Brodick Church, 10.30am  

Morning worship.
Corrie Church, 11.30am Prayer 

Meeting, 12 noon Morning 
worship.

There will also be a Service of 
Worship in Montrose House at 

1.30pm. 
Wednesday 30th September
12noon, Service of Prayers for 
Health and Healing, in Brodick 

Church..

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a 
fellowship to share”

Sunday 27th September
Kilmory 10am

Lamlash 11.30 am
Rev. Lily McKinnon

In both churches: Harvest Praise 
Service

All welcome, including families; 
children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND 
(continuing)

Sunday 27th September
Morning Service    11am

Trust Housing Lounge, Glen 
Estate, Brodick

Evening Service     6-30 pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick

Prayer Meeting
Wednesday 30th    7pm

5Glen Road
All welcome

Whiting Bay and Kildonan 
Church of Scotland  

(Charity Number SC014005) 
Sunday 27th September 2015: 

Worship for Harvest 
Thanksgiving will be conducted 

by Rev Elizabeth Watson at 
10.30am.  After the service, there 

will be a harvest lunch and all 
proceeds will go to the Charity 

WaterAid.  Everyone most 
welcome.

ARRAN BAPTIST CHURCH
Minister: Rev Vince Jennings

Sunday 27th September
11am Morning worship

in the Ormidale Sports Pavilion, 
Brodick

Tea & Coffee after the service.
Wednesday at 7.30pm Home 

Fellowship Group for 
Bible Study and Prayer.

Contact phone no 600222
Everyone warmly invited

ARRAN FREE  
CHURCH OF SCOTLAND

Sunday 27th September  
Shiskine 11am (Church on road 

between Blackwaterfoot and 
Machrie)

Brodick 7pm (Church behind post 

Rev Benjamin von Rensberg

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS, QUAKERS

Quakes meet every Sunday at 
11am. For meeting venue ring – 

830622, 820223

Brodick Golf Club
Wednesday, September 16, 

prizegiving. A total of 37 
played in the last summer 
competition, and the cash 
pot was won by greenkeep-
er, Keith Aitken, who nearly 
managed to hole out back up 
the 1st. 
  Trish provided a superb buf-
fet, the prizegiving followed, 
and everyone present enjoyed 
a sociable evening in the 
clubhouse.  A special pres-
entation was made to Russell 
Duncan, who received the 
Dougie Macfarlane award for 
his outstanding contribution 
to golf on Arran over many 
years. Well deserved.
Friday, September 18. The 
Dorothy Rudge memorial tro-
phy was won by Lesley Murray 
and Iain Sillars, who defeated 
Susan and Ross Butchard in a 

Sunday, September 20, three 
club challenge, 14 played.  
1st was Gordon Hendry with 
34 pts, beating Iain MacDon-
ald on a better inward half.    
  The Captain’s team won the 
John Gemmell Shield, as the 
Vice Captain failed to show.
Fixtures: Sunday, Septem-
ber 27, 1st round of Winter 
Cup, open draws at 8.30am 
and 1pm, Sunday, October 4, 
Brandon

Whiting Bay Golf Club
Wednesday, September 17, 

A total of 25 played in the 

-
sual for this summer - when 
good scoring resulted in the 
CSS falling to 62. 1 Andrew 
Martin (11)60, 2 David Mor-
rison (8)61 and lowest gross, 
3 Corey Allan (7)63, 4 Gor-
don Provan ( 8)64. 
  Adam Kelso had the only 
magic two of the day @17th.
  The overall winner of the 
Summer Trophy for 2015 
was Corey Allan on 9 un-
der. Congratulations to him 

-
ent golf over the summer 
months. Missing out by only 
two shots, the runner up was 
Jamie MacPherson on 7 un-
der.
  In the Summer Trophy Ec-
lectic, four players stood on 
a score of 47, but topping 
the table on a countback, 
the Eclectic Winner is Adam 
Kelso. Congratulations to 
him and well done to all 
who managed to play in this 
year’s trophy; the summer 
weather was hardly condu-
cive to golf and it is a tes-
tament to the enthusiasm 
of WBGC members that so 
many managed to play and 
be competitive in this year’s 
competition.
 Here’s hoping for better 
weather in 2016.
Sunday, September 20. A 

gents played in this year’s 
Captain’s Prize. Huge 
thanks go to Captain David 
Brookens for his hospitality 
before and after the game 

and for his generous prizes. 
 This year’s competition was 
a Stableford from the yellow 
tees and the winner with 43 
points was John Pennycott, 
2nd was Gus MacLeod on 

-
ner on 39 points and 4th 
after countback was Ronnie 
Mann on 38 points. Corey 
Allan won scratch with a 
score of 68 and Christine 

with 33 points.
Fixtures: Sunday, September 
27, Gents Medal. Sunday, 
October 4, Winter Cup round 
1.
Lamlash Golf Club 
Thursday, September 17, 
Summer Cup, CSS 64, 19 
played. 1 Alan Colquhoun 
72-10=62 BIH, 2 Matt Har-
vey 76-14=62, 3 Alan Smith 
75-12=63. Scratch Dougie 
MacFarlane 65. Magic twos 
Scott Campbell @13th, Stu-
art Campbell @16th,
Alan Smith @5th and Paul 
Jameson @16th.
Sunday, September 20, 
Scratch Cup, CSS 66. 1 Al-
lan Winship 82-14=68. Mag-
ic two Drew Wales @4th. 
Overall winner Dougie Mac-
Farlane 64+67=131, 2 Todd 
Jameson 71+72=143. Con-
gratulations to Dougie on 
winning the cup.
Fixtures: Friday, September 
25, Senior Open, contact 
starter. Saturday, September 
26, Texas Scramble, make 
up own groups, contact start-
er. Sunday, September 27, 
Medal Shield and Eclectic 
Cup, Tee off  9.30am and 
12.30pm. Thursday, Octo-
ber 1, Front 9 Medal, contact 
starter.

Corrie Golf Club
Wednesday, September 16, 

69-10=59 BIH, 
2 J Innes 67-8=59, 3 D Lo-
gan 70-9=61. Best scratch J 

day of the twos pot which has 
rolled over for many weeks. 
The lucky (and now wealthy) 
winners were John McGov-
ern and Donald Logan!
Fixtures: Saturday, Septem-
ber 26, Corrie Golf Club 
Open, ballots at 8.30am and 
1pm.
Any players wishing to en-
ter but who cannot manage 
these times are welcome to 
arrange their own tee times 
outwith the above up to 3pm 
Entry fee £10. Many prizes 
including sponsored holes.
Shiskine Golf Club
Thursday, September 17, 
ladies 18 hole medal, 11 
played, CSS 67, par 67. 1 
Lesley Murray 89-26=63, 
2 and scratch Viv Parks 83-
18=65 BIH, 3 Elizabeth 
Kelso 85-20=65. Congratu-
lations Lesley!
Arran Golfers Association
Saturday, September 19, 
AGA Seniors Handicap 
at Shiskine Golf Club, 23 
played. 1 I McDermid 47-
10=37, 2 A MacDonald 47-
7=40 BIH, 3 D Brookens 48-
8=40 BIH.
Scratch A Napier 45. Bert 
Green won the prize for be-
ing the oldest player!
Sunday, September 20, AGA 
12 hole medal, 15 played. 1 
W Paton 45-3=42 BIH, 2 W 
McNally 55-13=42, 3 P Bet-
ley 53-9=44 BIH. Scratch W 
Paton 45. Magic two W Pa-
ton.

Gents prizewinners with their trophies at Brodick Golf ClubRussell Duncan (right) receives his award from Dougie Macfarlane

RITCHIE-SADIE GAW - 
Passed away peacefully on 
15th September 2015 at Mon-
trose House, Brodick, aged 
90 years, beloved wife of the 
late Alastair, dearly loved and 
loving mother of Gillian and 
Lesley, proud and cherished 
grandmother of Martin, Jen-
na, Katriona and Alexander. 
Sadie will be sadly missed 
and fondly remembered by all 
who knew her.  Following the 
Funeral Service at Holmsford 
Bridge, Crematorium on Fri-
day there will be a Memorial 
Service in Brodick Church on 
Saturday 26th September at 
2pm. Donations if  desired to 
Friends of Montrose House. 
All welcome.

New non-competitive bridge evening
Arran Bridge Club has put 
out an invitation to join a 
non-competitive evening of 
bridge every Tuesday from 
October 6 in Brodick Golf 
Clubhouse at 7pm. No part-
ner required.
Competitive bridge is still 
being played on Mondays 
at Lamlash Golf Club and 
Thursdays at Brodick Golf 
Club with winter bridge 
starting on October 1. On 
both evenings play begins at 
7.15pm prompt. 

-
mer bridge competition  at 
Lamlash on Monday, Sep-
tember 21 were: N/S: 1 
Tricia Martin and Eendy 
McNiven, 2 Janie Maclure 
and Anne McKelvie, 3 Liz 
Robertson and Jennifer 
McArthur. E/W: 1 Margaret 
McGill and Jan Beattie, 2 
Morag Gardner and Brenda 
Livingstone, 3 Linda Trick-
ett and Liz McKellar. 
For more information call 
320297 or 302230.
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Arran Select 6 Brodick 4 

The annual Ann Miller Cup 
was played on Saturday to 
round the 2015 season off 
with league champions, Brod-
ick, playing an Arran Select 
team. 

With Brodick struggling for 
numbers a couple of players 
were drafted in to play for 
them. One of which was Lam-
lash’s Johnny Sloss, thinking 
he would be safer playing for 
them rather than against them. 

The select team won the 

match by 6 goals to 4. Fraz-
er Barr, Joel Small and Andy 
Thomson were amongst the 
scorers for Arran. Finlay Sil-
lars made his comeback for 
Brodick and, despite being 
on the losing team, got man 
of the match and scored two 

goals. Alan Murray and Bab-
bies MacNeil also got on the 
scoresheet. 

The game was played in a 
good spirit and it meant that 
all four cups this season were 
won by different teams for the 

Arran 3 Uddingston 1

Last Saturday, the Arran La-
dies hockey team of 13 trav-
elled to Uddingston’s brand 
new £500,000 water-based 
pitch where the top of the 
second division league team 
were desperate for a win on 
their new pitch. 

Arran got two short corners 

could not score largely due to 
a brilliant opposition sweep-
er who did not allow any-
thing to pass her. Uddingston 

by a brilliant goal from Lor-
raine Hewie taken while 
lying on the ground! Anne 
Watts scored second making 
it 2-1 at half time.

The second half  saw an 
epic battle with sheer de-
termination from both sides 
trying to score, but was ulti-
mately won by Arran as they 
managed to score once again 
leaving it 3-1 at full time. 

The man of the match was 
Ali Hollingworth in goals 
and the dame of the game 
was Ellie Wood as voted for 
by the team. 

match for the Arran Ladies 
showing a glimpse of a fear-

less streak no doubt inherited 
from her mum. 

Phil Adams was a great um-
pire on the day and the tally 
for the Arran ladies is two 
games played and two games 
won.

Last Sunday, 14 ladies 
travelled to Hillhead who 

and have a number of very 
skilled players. After an 
amazing training match, Ar-
ran are now through to the 
next round of the West Dis-
trict Plate. Man of the match 
was Ali Hollingworth voted 
for by Hillhead for all of her 
amazing saves. It was a chal-
lenging and physical match 
that had Cat Galbraith com-
menting that she felt ‘as out 
of breath as Bryce on a good 
day!’ Susie Murchie was vot-
ed dame of the game. 

Captain Victoria McNicol 
said: ‘Overall it was a fan-
tastic weekend of hockey 
and yet another great learn-
ing experience for all of the 
players.’

The next game will also be 
an away game versus Loch 
Lomond on Saturday, Oc-
tober 3 at 2.15pm and any 
mainland supporters are en-
couraged to go and watch.

Tony McDowall has been 
crowned Arran player’s 
player of the year after re-
ceiving 19 votes from his 
opposition players. 

The Brodick central mid-
fielder was the runaway 
winner after an impressive 
season in which he scored 
five goals and was given 
three man of the match 
awards. Lamlash player, 
Danny Currie, was run-

ner-up with 11 votes. The 
left-sided midfielder had 
also been named man of 
the match three times and 
he scored four goals.

Young player of the year 
went to Southend’s cen-
tral midfielder, Ryan Arm-
strong. Ryan had four man 
of the match awards and 
scored six goals, he won 
with 20 of the votes. Adam 
McNicol came a close sec-

Arran Select lifts 
the Ann Miller Cup 
in season finale

Arran’s hockey 
ladies continue 
their winning 
streak against 
Uddingston

Arran on the attack against Uddingston b39hockey01No

Young Callum McEwan and Sheena Miller present the Ann Miller cup to Arran Select’s Sam Tattersfield 20_b39cup01

The Arran Select players get another one in the back of 
the net  20_b39cup02

The Brodick keeper can’t stop another goal for the 
opposition 20_b39cup04

Tony is crowned 
player of the year

ond with 18 votes after an 
impressive season from 
the Brodick left back. His 
highlight was scoring the 
goal that took Brodick into 
penalties in the league de-
cider.

Golden boot unsurpris-
ingly went to Archie McNi-
col for about the 10th sea-
son in a row. Archie bagged 
an impressive 24 goals for 
Brodick en route to their 
league title. Southend’s 
strike partnership of Lewis 
Kennedy and David Mor-
rison were runners-up af-
ter both scoring 13 goals 
apiece this season.

Tony McDowall, Brodick, 
is player of the year 20_

b39footy01

Ryan Armstrong, 
Southend, is young player 
of the year 20_b39footy02

Dannie Currie, Lamlash, is 
player of the year runner- 
up 20_b39footy04
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NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING

Recycled paper made 
up 75.5% of the 

raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004

Arran suffer heavy first league defeat

A 23-foot St Ayles Skiff  was 
launched shortly after the 
Lamlash Splash on Saturday 
to the resounding applause 
from the many people who 
took part in its creation. 

The brainchild of Angus 
Campbell, the skiff came to 
fruition with the help of Ste-
ve Garroway, Rory Cowan 
and the many Arran High 
School pupils who spent 
countless hours working on 
it after the Arran Coastal 
Rowing Club was formed. 

With additional help from 
grants and various members 

of the community, the dream 
has become a reality and the 
vessel took its maiden voy-
age on Saturday. As Angus 
said, in his characteristically 
humorous manner, ‘We have 

in case it sinks, but thereafter 
everyone is invited to have a 
go.’ 

rowed and raced around the 
world and are increasingly 
being seen around the coasts 
of Scotland with clubs form-
ing to compete against each 
other. The local club intend 

to build a few more in the 
hope of competing on Arran 
next summer. Not just used 
for racing, the club imagi-
nes that they can be used by 
groups for picnicking, trips 
round Holy Isle and for any 
other events where a well-
built and attractive skiff 
could be put to good use.

After Angus Campbell’s 
speech and words of thanks, 
a cheque from the Arran 
Trust was handed over by 
Kenneth Bone and Richard 
Small to Callum McNicol. 

The Deputy Lord Lieu-

tenant, Alastair Grassie, 
poured some whisky over 
its immaculate paintwork as 

skiff.
After a slightly awkward 

-
erously made by Mac Mac-
donald, the rowers took off, 
expertly rowing around a 
nearby Viking replica ship as 
if they were accustomed to 
the vessel.

Not content to rest on their 
laurels, the club begin the 
next skiff build in two weeks 
time.  

Clydebank RFC 54  
Arran RFC 6

Arran suffered a heavy de-

since being promoted to the 
BT West Division 2.

They lost 54-6 to a strong 
Clydebank 1st XV who 
showed them what life may 
be like in the higher league.

The home side scored eight 
tries in what was a much im-
proved display for them. 

The winning bonus point 
was also secured just after 
the break and, even though 
Arran were never in dan-
ger of winning the match, 

Clydebank could also have 
played so much better and 
missed several opportunities 
to score more tries.

The home side opened the 

when the full back chipped 
over the defence and collected 
his own kick to run in under 

of seven conversions on the 
day. Arran hit back with an 
easy penalty kick at goal in 
Clydebank’s 22 and closed the 
gap a few minutes later from 
another penalty from further 
out. It took the home side a 
while to get into their attack-

ing shape but when they did 
they looked threatening and 
dangerous with ball in hand. 
Clydebank went into half time 
with a comfortable 21-6 lead.

Clydebank scored almost 
immediately in the second 
half. Arran tried to clear 
their lines with a kick and 
the ball was charged down 
and dropped perfectly into 
a pair of Clydebank hands 
and they had a short run in to 
dot down for the bonus point 
try. Thoughts of an easy af-
ternoon try fest were dashed 
with poor decision-making 
and discipline by Clydebank 

which allowed Arran to get 
some decent possession. To 
their credit, they attacked 
with intent and never gave 
up with their second row an 
ever present danger.

have been a lot more with 
better decision-making and 

up and made it very hard for 
Clydebank especially with 
their powerful forwards. 

With Arran’s home game 
against Waysiders Drumpel-
lier cancelled this week, their 
next outing is away to Cum-
nock on October 3.

Community skiff  
takes to the water

Deputy Lord Lieutenant Alastair Grassie officially 
launches the vessel 20_b39skiff02

The manoeuvrable skiff 
takes to the water and 
impresses with its agility 
20_b39skiff03

Kenneth Bone and Richard Small of the Arran Trust 
hand over a cheque to Callum McNicol of the Arran 
Coastal Rowing Club 20_b39skiff01
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