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Arran Resilience wins 
top national award

‘This shows how effectively we 
responded to the snow crisis earlier this 
year’ - Dr David Hogg, Arran Resilience
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The Metropolitan Police, 
London Fire Brigade and 
Arran Resilience...not 
three organisations that are 
normally mentioned in the 
same breath.

But on Wednesday all 
three were competing for the 
coveted title of ‘Resilience 
Team of the Year’ at the 
annual Emergency Planning 
Society Awards ceremony in 
Birmingham.

The integration and 
incredible teamwork of 
Arran’s emergency teams was 
demonstrated fully during the 
snow storm in March, which 
saw all teams work together 
to overcome major challenges 
on the island. 

Such community spirit 
has always been present on 
Arran, but since 2010 Arran’s 
emergency teams have 
worked together on a regular 
basis to be aware of each 
others’ skills and capabilities 
and share training.

Team leaders know each 
other better, and there is now 
an e-mail and text system to 
alert team leaders easily.  

Arran is well placed for 
developing resilience, with 
over 120 responders from 
emergency teams, including: 

ambulance, hospital, GPs, 
coastguard, mountain rescue, 

the local council.
More recently, key 

agencies such as CalMac 
have also become involved 
in emergency resilience 

planning on the island. 
Dr David Hogg, GP and 

Arran Resilience co-ordinator 
said: ‘Arran Resilience seeks 
to network our emergency 
resources.

‘The organisation is cost-
neutral, entirely voluntary, 
and owned by our island 
responders.

‘Its success is primarily 
due to the time invested by 
our teams and team leaders 
and this award recognises 
the local initiative, and in 
particular how it provided 
an effective means of 
responding quickly to the 
snow crisis earlier this 
year.  

‘Over the last couple 
of years, we have had 
increasing interest from 
other island communities 
as well as the Scottish 

government into how 
the Arran model can 
be replicated across the 
country.’ 

Local Sgt Allen Dodds, of 
Police Scotland said: ‘Arran 
Resilience provides a useful 
forum for our emergency 
teams to work together, and 
works particularly well in 
an island community.  

‘I have found it very 

what skills and equipment is 
available from the different 
teams on the island. Police 
Scotland is responsible for 
co-ordinating the overall 
response to all complex 
incidents, and the resilience 
work makes this easier in a 
rural setting.’ 

Al Penman, of NHS 
Ayrshire and Arran Civil 

Protection Unit, made the 
initial nomination based on 
what he witnessed when 
providing support during 
the March snow incident.

Breaking news: As we go 
to print it has been revealed 
that Arran Resilience 
were named Resilience 
Team of the Year at the 
award ceremony last night 
(Wednesday).
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8-seater taxis available

Ardrossan Harbour to:

Glasgow Airport
£30.00

Prestwick Airport
£25.00

Return bookings and other 
prices on request.

Arran bids to 
be recognised 
as a creative 
place in 2014

Drug offender faces jail
A man is facing a jail term after committing a string of drugs 
offences on Arran. John MacHale, 29, admitted possessing 
ecstasy, cocaine and cannabis resin with intent to supply the 
substances in Shore Road, Lamlash.

His not guilty pleas to being concerned in supplying ecstasy 
and cocaine and possessing cannabis were accepted at Kil-
marnock Sheriff Court.

Mr MacHale of Monamore Place, Lamlash carried out the 
offences throughout December 2012, the court heard.

Sentence was deferred until October 15 for background re-
ports and he was freed on bail.

Police assault 
man charged 
An Arran man has been 
charged with public order 
offences after trying to bite a 

Jake Leese, 20, is accused 
of drinking vodka in public 
on Shore Road, Brodick.

He has also been charged 
with allegedly making 
homophobic remarks, breach 
of the peace, and trying to 
escape from a police car 
after an assault on a police 

of Ashlar, Machrie, denied 
the offences at Kilmarnock 
Sheriff Court and was freed 
on bail for trial in February.

Disoriented
walkers found 
The Arran Mountain Rescue 
Team (AMRT) was called 
out early on Saturday 
evening to search for two 
walkers that had become 
disorientated and separated 
in bad visibility near Goat 
Fell.

A full team search was 
undertaken and the SARLOC 
system - a smartphone app 
which uses mobile phone 
information to locate people 
who do not know their loca-
tion - was used.

As a result the team man-
aged to lock on to one of 
the missing persons’ mobile 
phone.

-
cated in a gully near Mullach 
Buidhe with help from 
search dog Ruby and the 
second was located in Glen 
Rosa. Both walkers were 
taken to AMRT base and 
treated for minor injuries.

Catacol and Pirnmill were due to begin on Tuesday, but 
were rescheduled late last week.

A North Ayrshire Council press release issued on Friday 
-

col to Pirnmill road on Tuesday 24 September will now 
begin on Monday 30 September. 

will remain in place from that day.’ 

comply with new disability legislation are able to use Ar-
ran roads, is expected to take 8-10 weeks.

Arran is bidding to be des-
ignated a Creative Place in 
2014.

The Arran Theatre and Arts 
Trust, in conjunction with Ar-
ran Visual Arts (AVA) and 
a number of other cultural 
organisations on the island, 
have submitted an applica-
tion to Creative Scotland.

If successful it would bring 
a £100,000 cultural boost to 
the island.

Creative Place Awards are 
designed to enhance and pro-
mote the creative activities 
and programmes of smaller, 

-
land.

Demonstrate
Arran’s application had to 

demonstrate a track record 

and a distinctive creative pro-
gramme of work, evidence of 
collaboration and what was 
being planned for next year.

From Arran Brass to the 

Jazz Café band, Arran Music 
Society to Roots of Arran, 
Corrie Film Club to the Taiko 
drummers, or Spin-Off to Art 
in Mind, there is no shortage 
of creative opportunities on 
this island. And one of the 
legacies will be the coopera-
tion between the groups. 

There were 18 letters of 
support sent off from differ-
ent groups.

As part of the application 
process groups had to show 
what they would do with the 
money. That has meant a lot 
of different groups identify-
ing something over and above 
their existing programme for 
2014, that would enhance 
what they do and be a legacy 
for future years. 

It cannot be spent on a build-
ing project, but could pay 
for professional tutoring in 
e.g. sound/lighting technol-

coaching for choirs from a 

professional, or mainland in-
strumental tuition for young 
people.

Jan MacGregor, chairman 

have submitted a strong ap-
plication, but we are compet-
ing with other communities 
across Scotland within the 
population range of between 
2,500 and 10,000 residents.

Grateful

the organisations who helped 
or contributed to the applica-
tion, their enthusiasm and in-
terest was much appreciated, 
and even if we don’t succeed, 
we will continue to commu-
nicate as a group in develop-
ing the cultural experience of 
Arran people and visitors. 

-
ryone, but the challenge was 
to do it within one applica-
tion. If you are involved in 
a group we have missed out, 
please do let us know.’

One of the last ‘old’ buses is pictured passing over 
the humps this week. 20_b39bus01

Northend
roadworks
rescheduled

‘If successful it would bring a £100,000
cultural boost to the island’

It pays to advertise in the Arran Banner
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It pays to advertise in the Arran Banner 

ARDROSSAN
HARBOUR
TO YOUR DESTINATION

Mainland Taxis
07921 998457
01294 463556
Glasgow City Centre £42

Glasgow Airport £30

Prestwick Airport £25

Irvine Central Hospital £14

Crosshouse Hospital £20

Ayr Hospital £32

Troon Harbour £22

Kilmarnock £23

Ayr £28
For other quotes just ask!
Friendly Reliable Service
www.mainland-taxis.co.uk
7 SEATER WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE VEHICLE 
AVAILABLE

The Arran Bridge Club will
restart for the winter season
next Thursday.

Annual membership of the
club remains at only £5 and is
due at the start of the season
which begins on Thursday 3
October in Brodick Golf Club
at 7pm.

The earlier problem which
prevented the club from using
Lamlash Golf Club has been
resolved, so Monday night
sessions will be held there

Wedding ring lost
A man’s wedding ring was
lost on Tuesday 17 Septem-
ber.

Made of stainless steel, it
has a black stripe down the
middle of the band.

If anyone has found this
ring please contact David
Samuels on 820373.

‘Shoparran’
this Christmas
A co-operative of island re-
tailers are once again hosting
a special Christmas shopping
experience following the suc-
cess of the event last year.

This year Shoparran plans to
offer a weekend of Christmas
promotions on December 6, 7
and 8 where all participating
shops will offer deals for that
weekend only.

When a customer spends
£30 in any shop they will get
a Shoparran card stamped.
Once customers have three
stamps they will be put into a
prize draw to win two nights
B&B at The Douglas Hotel in
Brodick.

Byre and Byre at Brodick,
one of the participating busi-
nesses, said: ‘I would like to
invite any shop owners who
may be interested in becom-
ing involved or who would
like more information to e-
mail me at lorna@oldbyre.
co.uk by Friday 11 October.

‘The more shops that be-
come involved the better.

‘We have a fantastic range
of Christmas gifts to offer on
Arran so lets promote it col-
lectively. Last year was great
fun and largely successful for
most shops involved.’

Promotion of the event will
be done on and off the island
through VisitArran’s ‘Christ-

advertising, Shoparran web-
site and facebook page.

Costs of advertising will be
dependant on the number of
shops taking part.

Lorna added; ‘Once again
I would urge shop owners to
come together and promote
Arran as a Christmas shop-
ping destination, we have
what it takes!’

Firefighters
take part in 
charity car 
wash
Lamlash firefighters 
Gerard Tattersfield, 
Robert Simpson and 
Jamie Sillars put their 
hoses to good use 
on Saturday as they 
spent the day hosing 
down cars for charity.
They were taking 
part in a charity car 
wash at the station 
to raise money for 
the nationwide Fire 
Fighters Charity. 
20_b39fir01

Five illegal workers have
been caught working on Ar-
ran following an operation

Shortly after 1pm last

Arran Tandoori in Brodick;
and the staff accommodation

Illegal workers
arrested on Arran 

of the Indian Garden Takea-
way, Main Street, Lamlash, to
carry out  immigration checks
on staff.

At the Arran Tandoori of-
-

ladeshi men, aged 24 and 50,
who did not have the right
to work in the UK, working

in the kitchen.  At the Indian
-

countered three Bangladeshi
men, aged 24, 28 and 41.

All were employed by the
takeaway but did not have the
right to work in the UK.

and steps are now being tak-
en to remove them from the
UK.

Potential liability
Each restaurant was issued

with a notice of potential li-
ability of up to £10,000 per
illegal worker employed.

This means a maximum
penalty of £20,000 for Arran
Tandoori and £30,000 for In-
dian Garden Takeaway.

Iain Stewart, from the

enforcement team, said: ‘Il-
legal  working undercuts
honest employers, defrauds
the public purse and cheats

legitimate job hunters out of
employment opportunities.

‘We are happy to work with
employers to explain the sim-
ple checks that need to be car-
ried out to establish a person’s
right to work in the UK.

‘The message to those who
choose to ignore the rules is

-
cial penalty.’

Winter bridge season starts
starting on Monday 7 Octo-
ber at 7pm.

The winners of the charity summer
bridge tournament on Monday 23 Sep-
tember were as follows. N/S 1 John and
Mary Dick, 2 John Baraclough and Janette
McBride, 3=   Tricia Martin and David
Campbell and Margaret Macgill and Eliz-
abeth McKellar . E/W 1 Alan and Marion
Lieper, 2 Janie Maclure and Anne McK-
elvie, 3 Jean Murchie and Helen Boyd.

The winners of the tournament on Mon-
day 16 September were as follows: N/S
1 Jennifer McArthur and Ellie Jones, 2
Linda Trickett and Jennifer Wales, 3 Tricia
Martin and David Bond.

E/W 1 John and Mary Dick, 2 Margaret
and Dougie Bruce, 3 Janie Maclure and
Anne McKelvie.

Follow us on 
facebook
www.facebook.
com/arranbanner

Arran Banner
Newsdesk

01770 302142
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Splashing 
Lamlash
Entrants complete 1.3
mile swim from Holy
Isle to Lamlash

Blind swimmer, Dean Dunbar, left, with 
his guide Eddie Riach. 20_b39lam04

The weather leading up to it was pretty hor-
rendous.

It felt as if winter had come early.
But on Saturday 40 hardy souls enjoyed 

near perfect conditions for the annual Lam-
lash Splash. 

This open water swim between Holy Isle 

in the Scottish swimming calendar.
Ten locals, Tim Allan, Ade and Deena Dean, 

Ann Hart, Mike Mellor, Eric Milton, Glen 
Sloss, Jo Totty, Stuart Wallace and Cathy 
Welch, joined 30 swimmers from the main-
land.

Calm seas, a light breeze and a relatively 

warm sea temperature of 12 degrees Celsius 
resulted in some of the fastest times to date 
being recorded. 

The winner was Raymond Olsson, the 2011 
winner, who completed the 1.3 mile swim in 
29 minutes, 23 seconds.

The Ali Bodie Plate for courage and effort 
was won jointly awarded to Ade and Deena 
Dean.

this year with some who have swum in the 
English Channel relay and also a blind swim-

The winner of the 2013 Lamlash Splash 
was Raymond Olsson. 20_b39lam01

Glen Sloss of Sannox was the first local 
to cross the line.  20_b39lam02

The first female to finish was Alexandra 
Cremona.  20_b39lam03

The calm weather resulted in some fast times.  20_b39lam06
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around in 

mer, Dean Dunbar, who had Eddie Riach as
his guide.

Organiser and competitor Ann Hart said:
‘The Splash could not take place without
all the assistance of the rescue services - the
RNLI, Coastguard, Ambulance Service and

ribs, yachts and kayaks.
‘Thanks must also go to all those who

helped out in various ways - Wooleys, Trish
at Brodick Golf Club, all the volunteers in the
background and the fantastic support from

Ann added: ‘I would like to thank all those
who sponsored me in the event.

‘I have raised over £450 for Macmillan

Local competitors Mike Mellor, Jo Totty, Ann Hart and Stuart Wallace.  20_b39lam05

The Lamlash Splash is a 1.3 miles swim from Holy Isle to the mainland.  20_b39lam07

THOMAS R. CALLAN OF AYRSHIRE
Auctioneers and Valuers

Successfully bringing Buyers and Sellers together since 1933

FREE AUCTION VALUATION DAY
Please bring along items for valuation and meet auctioneers Michael 

Callan and David Miller who have featured in ‘The Antiques Road Trip’, 

‘Celebrity Cash in the Attic’, ‘Natural Born Dealers’ and ‘Under the 

Hammer’.

Saturday 12th October 9.00am – 5.00pm 

within the Douglas Hotel, Brodick

Thomas R. Callan, Auctioneers and Valuators are looking for 

items for their forth coming sales of Fine Art and Antiques.

All Antique furniture, clocks, barometers etc.,  All Pottery and ceramics, 

Moorcroft, Clarice Cliff, etc.  All Chinese Wares, Bronze, Ivory, Jade 

etc., All Glassware - Monart, Galle, Lalique etc., All Fine Art – oil and 

watercolours. All Jewellery including Gold coins, pocket watches etc. 

All Silver Ware – tea services, candlesticks etc., All Militaria – Flintlocks, 

medals etc.

For free advice or to arrange a personal home visit

Freephone 0800 037 8000

Thomas R Callan Est. 1933

Auctioneers and Valuators, Auction Galleries, 

22 Smith Street, Ayr, KA7 1TF

Tel: 01292 267681   Fax: 01292 261671   Web: www.trcallan.com   

Email: trcallan@fsmail.net

UK Removal and Storage Services.

Unbelievable Value For Money.

BESPOKE 
HANDCRAFTED 
KITCHENS
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JOHN
ROBERTSON
& SONS

Blackwaterfoot,
Isle of Arran KA27 8EZ

Telephone/Fax: 01770 860243
Mob: 07799640214

Email: john.robertson2@btconnect.com

All types of Joinery & Building Work

ESTIMATES 
FREE Reg. No. S3499

Joiners, Glaziers & Building Contractors

Building Extensions Double Glazing
Alterations Supplier of timber, plywood, 
Fitted Kitchens plasterboard etc
Repairs & Maintenance Timber & UPVC Windows  
Timber Frame Kits & Doors

Joiners Ltd
Tidy up Whiting Bay 
After a great summer, and lots of beach activity, Whiting 
Bay and District Improvements Association is planning 
another beach clean and village tidy week. 

It will start this Sunday (September 29) at 10.30am at 
the Putting Green Shed.

There will be bags and pickers for anyone who 
would like to come and help for an hour or two, 
but the committee do ask that you to bring your 
own gloves and secateurs, and wear old clothes.
If you can’t manage on Sunday, then any help during the 
following week would be greatly appreciated - at a time 
to suit you. 

Just pick up a bag and some pickers and go for it. 
For more information phone Jan on 700249. 

Whiting Bay and District Improvements Association is 
always trying to improve and maintain the look of the vil-
lage, so any suggestions or offers of help are most welcome.

The success of ‘Taste of Ar-
ran’, the island’s food and 
drink cooperative, was show-
cased at ‘The Taste of West 
Cork Food Festival’ earlier 
this month.

Managing director Alastair 
Dobson was invited to the 
week-long event to speak to 
Irish business people, food 
producers, and development 
representatives in the West 
Cork Hotel as part of the tenth 
anniversary celebrations of 
the festival. 

A packed out audience lis-
tened intently, occasionally 
breaking out into roars of 
laughter as Alastair spoke 

National Poetry 
Day is upon us 

Following last year’s success-
ful event to mark National 
Poetry Day on Arran organ-
isers are hoping for a repeat 
performance at the Brodick 
Bar on October 3. 

It promises to be another 
bumper night of verse and 
song and members of the pub-
lic are invited, nay encour-
aged, to bring along some-
thing to read at the open-mic 
part of the evening. 

Although the theme of this 
year’s poetry day is Water 
event organisers stress that 
those wishing to read need 
not adhere to this; the theme 
is more a stimulus than an 
end in itself.

Tim Pomeroy, David Un-

derdown and Cicely Gill, all 
practising poets, have organ-
ised a programme of seven 
principal and seven invited 
readers.

The evening’s dimensions 
are broadened by the inclu-
sion of local singing ensem-
ble Vivace.

Public awareness
It is hoped two days be-

fore the event to raise public 
awareness of poetry by hav-
ing ‘poetry on lamp posts’. 

The organisers hope to pop-
ulate lamp posts, bus stops 
and any other likely stan-
chion in Brodick, Lamlash 
and Whiting Bay with a short 
poem that could be read by 
passers-by. 

It is also hoped that some 
poems might also be put up 
in Arran High School. 

-
ship day for poetry around 
the country the Arran poets 
are trying to organise other 
events throughout the year 
and a new website is being 
constructed called www.ar-
ranpoetry.co.uk which will 
be a forum for local poets to 
publish their work and form 
links with other poets and 
poetry groups around the 
country as well as to notify 
all poets on and off island of 
events the local poets might 
be organising. 

For more information phone 
Tim on 600287.

Organisers of the Taste of West Cork Food Festival invited Alastair Dobson, right,  to 
speak about Taste of Arran. 

Alastair is a hit at Cork food festival
about ‘Taste of Arran’ and 
how the island markets itself. 

Inspire
Alastair also reached out to 

school children and food pro-
ducers as well as local busi-
ness leaders to inspire them 
to collaborate for one com-
mon goal, the good of West 
Cork.

‘What you have to remem-
ber is that you have so much 

here’, said Alastair.  ‘The 
quality of the produce and 
scenery that you enjoy means 
that, with collaboration, there 
is no limit to what you can 
achieve.’

Alastair certainly left his 
mark, as many Skibbereen 
Chamber of Commerce mem-
bers are already asking when 

taking place.

It is hoped two days before the event to raise public 
awareness by having ‘poetry on lamp posts’

Arran Adventure 
END OF SEASON SALE.

Kayaks..we have just one 15’ Kayak  remaining 
for sale. £375 to include a paddle and island 
delivery. RSP £600 plus

We have a number of Trek Mountain bikes 
for sale, various frame sizes, £175 RSP £400 
also children’s Trek bikes.

Call the Adventure Cabin on 
01770 302244 for more details.
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Marine reports 
published
Scottish Natural Heritage
(SNH) has published a series
of reports into the plans for a
number of Marine Protected
Areas (MPA) in Scotland -
including one on Arran.

SNH worked closely with
other organisations including
the Community of Arran Sea-
bed Trust (COAST) to deter-
mine what features should be
included in an MPA.

Divers, remote video and
grab sampling were some
of the methods used in the
underwater surveys, as well
as counting guillemots from
boats or the shore.

distribution, extent, qual-
ity and health of a number
of priority marine features,
such as maerl and horse mus-
sel beds, burrowed mud and
seagrass. One report, looking

-

concluded numbers have
remained relatively stable
or have increased. Another
focused on reviewing evi-
dence provided as part of a
community proposal for an
MPA.

A Scottish Government con-
sultation on the full suite of
33 possible Nature Conserva-
tion MPAs began in July and
runs until 13 November.

Calum’s fundraising 
continues
TheAyrshire Hospice recently
received another great Arran
donation when Calum Mc-
Nicol accepted a cheque for
£300 from the Arran Moun-
tain Festival Committee.

One of the highlights of the
festival back in May was the
illustrated talk given by local
hero Calum, who recounted
his attempt to break the record
for rowing across the Atlantic
Ocean earlier this year.

Jo Totty, secretary of the Ar-
ran Mountain Festival com-
mittee, said: ‘This was a talk
that really brought home the
mental and physical strug-
gle brought about by such
a venture - the anguish of
missing family and friends,
getting lost in your own emo-
tional world, dealing with the
same view day in day out,
and where the discussion on
the pronunciation of nougat
(nugget vs noogar) becomes
important!

‘But Calum also highlighted
the effort of dealing with the
physical monotony of the dai-
ly two hours on and two hours
off the oars, of sleep depriva-

Jo Totty presented Calum McNicol with the cheque.  

tion, and the realisation of the
increased bargaining power
of the simple chocolate bar
between crew members.’

As was reported at the time,
50 per cent of each ticket sold
for Calum’s talk was to be
donated to the charity that he
raised so much for during his
epic row, the Ayrshire Hos-
pice.

Jo added: ‘The committee is
very proud now to be able to
present Calum with a cheque
for £300, which will help the
Ayrshire Hospice continue to
provide specialist palliative
care for people with cancer
and other life limiting ill-
nesses and support for their
families and carers across
Ayrshire.’

Calum said: ‘Being able to
tell my story of my Atlantic
Row and to raise much need-
ed cash for the Ayrshire Hos-
pice at the same time was a
great opportunity and I would
like to thank Jo Totty, Arran
Active and the Mountain Fes-
tival Committee for their con-
tinued support.

‘My next adventure will see

me river kayaking down the
Colorado River in the Grand
Canyon. I’ll be taking my

Spot Tracker with me so you
can follow my progress down
the Canyon and my web-

site has information about to
schools can get involved -  
www.calummcnicol.com.’

BUSINESS FOR SALE
Fantastic restaurant/bar opportunity, 
centrally located within the quaint seaside 
village of Whiting Bay, and boasting one of 
the most stunning views on the Isle of Arran.
Established business with 40+ covers (plus 20 in outdoor 
area).

Fully licensed, and currently providing a full spectrum of 
food and beverage services (including outside catering). 
The premises are equipped, furnished, and decorated to 
an excellent standard.

Excellent reputation with both local and tourist trade, and 
providing the purchaser with a solid base for future growth 
and development.

Offers in excess of £230,000 are invited. 

Genuine expressions of 
interest should be made to 
Mark Currie or Russell Lee on 
01770 700602.
Please note that leasing 
opportunities for the business 
will not be considered.



press policy
WE AT The Arran Banner do our utmost to make sure that all our reports 
are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on occasion, mistakes 
can occur in the hectic process of producing a local newspaper.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in print. 
The 

Arran Banner, Brodick, Arran giving your day-time telephone number 
where possible. 

This statement of policy will appear on this page every week along with 

The Arran Banner adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s Code 
of Conduct.  The views expressed in The Arran Banner are not necessarily 
those of the The Oban Times Group.

your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 
words in length for publication on this page. The 
editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses 
must be supplied, including on e-mails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime telephone number is also 
required for verification. Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact telephone number will not 
be printed. Please write or fax to: Letters Page, The 
Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran. 
E-mail editor@arranbanner.co.uk

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Arran
Deliveries
Glasgow Depot
Arran Deliveries
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow G14 OHB

Arran Deliveries
The Parcel Point
Harbour Road, 
Ardrossan
North Ayrshire 
KA22 8BZ

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
Daily collection throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and surrounding districts

Tel: 01475 676 255
Fax: 01294 469 492

Open Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm
Accepting goods destined 
for the island

We deliver the goods
not excuses
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Island powers on the increase

‘Look to the Lord and be strong; at all times seek His 
presence.’(Psalm 105:4)

Dog attack
Sir,
Whilst walking back from the 
Fallen Rocks in Sannox at 
around 12.30pm on Sunday 
with my family, including 
three children, our dog was 
attacked by what looked like 
a wire-haired pointer.

It was brown and cream col-
oured, and wearing a bright 
green collar.

I managed to chase it away 
after it left our dog and chil-
dren very shaken and later on 
I had to take her to the vet as 
she needed six stitches where 
this dog had bitten her around 
the neck.

It also took a chunk of fur 
from her back hip.

The lady owner of this dog 
blew a whistle but the dog 
ignored it. She left taking her 
two dogs with her with no 
apology or the decency to see 
if our dog was OK. 

What should have been a 
lovely family walk ending up 
costing us £130. 

If this person would like to 
know how our dog is doing 
now, or reimburse us for the 
vet’s costs, please feel free to 
contact me.

Yours,
Debbie Jackson
Brodick

Excellent sites
Sir, 
Re the letter headed ‘Can we 
cope?’ in The Banner (Sep-
tember 14) from Mr Grant 
concerning ‘parks’ for camp-
er vans.

My husband and I have 
been coming to Arran for 
many years with a touring 
caravan and have always paid 
to use the excellent sites al-
ready on the island.

Over recent years we have 
felt great annoyance at see-
ing camper vans/tourers/tents 
parked in areas which have 
no facilities - toilets or other-
wise - all to save paying for 
a site.

This is a matter that should 
be addressed urgently to en-
sure that those who currently
provide the facilities can be 
encouraged to continue as at 
present and, in my view, there
is certainly no requirement to 
put additional pressure on the 

council by suggesting they 
provide such ‘parks’.

Yours,
I and D Brown 
Banffshire 

Confused
Sir, 
The front page of last week’s 
Banner carried an article about 
a meeting on September 16 
concerning the road closure 
between Catacol and Pirnmill 
at which it was reported that 
the road would only be closed 
at certain times of the day.

Page 18 of the same news-
paper carried a public notice 
posted by NAC stating that on 
September 18 the council had 
agreed that the road would be 
closed for the duration of the 
works.

There was no mention of 
it being open from late af-
ternoon and overnight in the 
notice.

Which is correct?
Yours, 

P W Yates 
Bedale
North Yorkshire
Editor’s note: The Banner’s 
front page was correct. 

Visitor qualms 
Sir,
We have just returned from 

our third consecutive summer 
break on Arran.

As we rented a cottage we 
decided to eat out quite a lot.
I must say the staff we met 
were most courteous, but 
felt we were being ripped off 
by having to pay as much as 
£2.95 for a scone (tea was ex-
tra).

I realise a living has to be 
made but come on.

We travelled throughout the 
island and found the roads 

had taken place, otherwise 
there was nothing only humps 
and bumps. I will never com-
plain about the roads back 
home again.

Having read of a cut in 
spending on Scotland’s roads, 
I fear for Arran and hope the 
island is not forgotten by the 
Scottish government.

Having moaned enough, the 
scenery on Arran is breath-
taking and the locals are 
friendly.

We are looking forward to 
returning for another visit 
soon.

Yours,
Henry Young
Newtownards
County Down 

Ferry impressed 
Sir, 
Now that the MV Isle of Ar-
ran is leaving us until next 
May, I would like to thank all 
those concerned with provid-
ing us with such a great ferry 
service this summer.

To Holyrood and our MSP, 
the committees involved, all 

suffering catering staff on 
both vessels, thank you. To 
the pier staff, thank you too.

Every time we leave our is-
land, it is a wee adventure.

Ships are complicated ma-
chines and can break down 
and with all the other fac-
tors such as link spans, stray 
ropes, and mainly our very 
unpredictable weather, which 
seems to be more unpredict-
able than ever, it can all go 
awry, but, in the huge major-
ity of times, we return home 
as planned. 

That’s life when you live on 
an island, after all. The sea is 
an unforgiving master.

In particular, I would like to 
thank  all the crew on the Isle 
of Arran’s Sunday ‘cruise’ to 
Campbeltown. What a way to 
admire home!

The scenery of the southend 
can usually only be viewed 
from the decks of PS Waver-
ley, but now we can see the 
island in all it’s glory on a 
summer Sunday afternoon. 

For the ‘Sunday specials’ 

lifeboat drills, and all the 
banter and laughs, thank 
you to all on board. A great 
experience! Hope to see you 
all next year.

Yours, 
Ann C Laing
Pirnmill

Exceptional service 
Sir, 
I was working on my mum’s 
car in Kilmory last Wednes-
day and I concluded that the 

beyond repair and decided 

a new part was required.
I phoned C M Weir & Sons 
at Machrie at about 4.20pm; 
discussed the problem, gave 
them a description of the part, 
the registration number of 
the car, and I was told I had 
missed the order deadline, 
but he would arrange the part.
My mum then phoned on 
Thursday at 6pm to say the 
part had arrived at  the ga-
rage!

This is really exceptional 
service.

Yours,
Peter Mulholland
Glasgow

Ken says thanks 
Sir, 

-
erty manager from the Na-
tional Trust for Scotland on 
September 27, I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank 
everyone who has supported 
Brodick Castle, the gardens 
and country park, and myself 
during the past 15 years.

A most appreciated thanks 
to everyone who sent cards, 
gifts and best wishes to Hel-
len and myself for the future.

Yours,
Ken Thorburn
Corrie

Saving lives 
Sir,
Re your piece in The Banner 
about the cutting of the grass 
verges.

I, as a visitor to your island, 

as you could see when fo-
cusing on narrow roads that 
there were no hidden rocks or 
ditches.

It had been done profession-
ally and was not just gouged 
away.

-
ers but is that not much better 
than losing lives?

Yours,
Jock Service
Greenock 

Follow us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbanner

Scotland’s three islands councils met in Kirkwall this week 
for their annual conference. Arran is not included in this 
yearly event because we are operated as part of North Ayr-
shire Council - despite it encompassing two islands, Arran 
and Cumbrae. 

In fact even Argyll and Bute wasn’t represented and that 
area includes some of Scotland’s biggest islands - Mull and 
Islay as well as Jura, Coll and Tiree, and of course Bute. 

The conference this year focused on these three councils’ 
campaign to win more powers whichever way the inde-
pendence referendum goes.

One of the speakers was Jörgen Petterson who knows a 
thing or two about island powers. He is one of 30 mem-
bers of the parliament in the Aland Islands which, although 
Swedish-speaking, are a self-governing part of Finland.

There are 6,757 Aland Islands, between Sweden and Fin-
-

habited.
The total population is 29,000. Lewis and Harris (21,031) 

by the 103,702 living on islands in Scotland at the 2011 
census.

Yet the Aland Parliament, has legislative power over: 
education, culture and heritage; health care, hospitals and 
social care; the environment; trade and industry; local 
transport; municipal administration and taxation; policing, 
postal service, radio and TV. 

-
cally recognised in EU law since Finland joined in 1995.

The word from Edinburgh is that Alex Salmond is relaxed 
about giving more powers to the islands councils. 

But few really believe Orkney, Shetland and the Western 
Isles can win anything like an Aland-level settlement from 
Edinburgh or London.

Perhaps it is time for the government to consider giving 
more of a regional status to Scotland’s other islands.

Many on Arran have long maintained that we would be 
better off if either governed as part of Argyll and Bute or 
as a separate entity entirely, for we have little in common 
with mainland Ayrshire.

Arran would sit very nicely in a Southern Isles constitu-
ency alongside Bute, Cumbrae, Islay and Jura, for exam-
ple.

The issues that affect us here are very different from those 
in the rest of North Ayrshire and perhaps it is time to look 
elsewhere for our governance. 
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Success celebrated 
with marine-themed 
fancy dress party

COAST held a fancy dress party on Saturday to celebrate five years of the No Take Zone. 

Lamlash Bay No Take Zone
promotes
coastal
recovery

The Community of Arran
Seabed Trust (COAST) cel-

-
lash Bay No Take Zone with
a marine-themed fancy dress
party at The Drift Inn last Sat-
urday.

-
play of sea inhabitants were
present including octopuses,

boat.

Andrew Binnie, manager of

COAST, said: ‘It was a fun

the No Take Zone (NTZ) and
-

mer.
‘Thanks as always to

COAST’s fabulous team of

supporters.’
Coincidingwithcelebrations

on the island is a summary of
-

ing the NTZ is promoting the

marine designation in the
UK, was passed by the Scot-
tish parliament in 2008 and it

research purposes between
the northern end of Holy Isle
and the opposing coast of Ar-
ran.

-
ysis of the NTZ in the period
up to 2012 show that scallops
are 50 per cent more abun-

ban was introduced; queenies
are 45 per cent more abun-

both means their reproduc-

more than a hundred fold.

those animals and plants that
attach to the seabed such as
maerl, seaweed and sponges
are two times more abundant
within the NTZ.

There are now many more
large lobsters compared to
surrounding areas and early

-

nile cod and whiting prefer
inhabiting the NTZ due to its

-
ronment.

Howard Wood, chairman of
COAST, said: ‘All of those
with an interest in the restora-
tion of fragile marine habitats
will be encouraged by what

‘The project shows island
communities can take the
lead in restoring their marine

from national bodies such as
Scottish Natural Heritage and
Marine Scotland.

-
search carried out here dem-
onstrates the potential for the

whole Clyde coastal area has
become one of the most de-

recent decades and the prin-
-

Substantial support
‘While there are some im-

portant differences between
the proposed Marine Pro-
tected Area (MPA) and the

-
lash Bay points the way for-
ward, underlining the case
for all three of the proposed
MPAs in the Clyde area, in-
cluding the SouthArran MPA,
for which there is substantial
support from across the com-
munity.’

MPAs are designed to

management of our seas, in-
cluding sustainable commer-

opportunities for recreational

kayakers and sea anglers.

consultation on proposed

-
ing their say during the public

line response form at www.
arrancoast.com, printed forms

-
formation Centre.

‘COASTGUARDS’
(FORMERLY MARINE HOUSE HOTEL)
GUIDE PRICE £475,000

Stunning Villa overlooking 
Lamlash Bay now 
completely renovated to a 

Open plan kitchen, dining 
room, utility room, lounge, 
reception hallway, 5 
bedrooms including master 
bedroom with ensuite 
shower room and dressing 
room.
Spectacular sea views over 
Lamlash Bay and Holy Isle.

Invercloy House, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ
Robert N Brass FNAEA

Tel: 01770 302310
sales@arranestateagents.co.uk | www. arranestateagents.co.uk

OPEN DAY
EVERYONE WELCOME TO HAVE A LOOK 
AROUND ON SAT 28TH AND SUN 29TH 
SEPTEMBER BETWEEN 12 AND 5PM.
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The Arran 
photo com

‘A craftman’s work’, M Greenway, Oxon. 

For more than 20 years The Ar-
ran Banner has been running a 
photographic competition each 
summer.

As in the years gone by we are 
constantly overwhelmed by, not 
only the vast number of entries 
that we receive, but also the 
incredibly high quality of each 
submission.

For 2013 we received nearly 
400 entries and it has been ex-

down to the top four.
The two winners in each of 

the categories - people/animals 
and views/places - will receive 
a hamper of delicious goodies 

‘The highlights’ 
from the Isle of Arran Cheese 
Company.

The runners-up will each re-
ceive a one-year subscription to 
Scottish Field magazine.

With the advent of digital cam-
eras, photography has become a 
popular pastime for many.

This week we bring you a se-
lection of the best photos that 
we have seen this year.

In the following edition we 
will be showcasing the ‘best of 
the rest’ before announcing the 
winners on Friday 11 October.

‘Chilling out on Dunfion’, Alison D

‘Skiing past Machrie standing stones April 2013’, Andy 
McNamara, Lamlash.   

‘Neighbourhood watch’, Beth Davies, Glasgow.  

‘Wellie boot weather’, Celia Sillars, Brodick. 

‘All dressed up and nowhere to go,’ David Addison, Kilmacolm. 

‘An Arran view’, Edna Ferguson.

‘Jimbo’, Ian Small, Brodick.  

‘One, two, three...jump,’ Roddy Davies, Glasgow. 

BRODICK CASTLE, COUNTRY
PARK & GOATFELL
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Banner 
mpetition

Davidson, Stirling.

‘Best friends’, Sarah Crawford.  

‘Watching for pirates’, Anne Caldwell, Johnstone. 

 

Left:
‘Busy beach’, 
Paul McDowall. 

‘Retreat and reflect,’ Fiona Carswell. 

‘Arran raspberries - finger lickin’ good’, Alistair Mutch, 
West Bridgford.



Open daily from 10.30am, come and enjoy our beautiful sea 
front location while enjoying morning coffee & cakes, 
a light bite or a fabulous lunch or dinner.
Pre-booking advised to avoid disappointment.

coffee & cakes  10.30am until 4.30pm
lunch 12pm until 2.30pm
snacks 12pm until 4.00pm
evening meals 5pm until 8.30pm 

BEST WESTERN

Isle of Arran

Best scenery, Best service, Best valueBest scenery, Best service, Best value 
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Come rain or shine there is plenty to keep peo-
ple of all ages occupied on Arran during this 
September weekend.

Fancy a chuckle at the comedy festival, snapping up some bargains at the 
island’s shops or making the most of the stunning landscape? Then Arran is 
the place to be. 

events.

1. , Café Thyme and Simon Thorborn’s pottery at Auchen-
car can be found up the road leading away from the shoreline at Machrie - and offers 
a great day out for the whole family. 

This family business has become a popular tourist destination for generations of 
visitors and quality knitwear, hand knitted Aran sweaters, Barbour jackets, sheepskin 
rugs and boots can all be found in the shop. 

The newly opened Café Thyme next to the showroom offers an exciting new menu 
not experienced anywhere else including homemade breads and pides (Turkish style 
pizzas) baked in the wood burning oven, fresh salads grown on the premises, deli-
cious lunches, homemade cakes and great coffee. 

Why not paint your own pot with local potter Simon Thorborn in his studio and let 
the kids loose in the great new playground. 

2. The shops at Home Farm on the outskirts of Brodick are a great place to while 
away a few hours this weekend. Friday’s Child, certainly one of the island’s most 
unique stores, has a sale on at the moment with 20 per cent off all Joseph and 
Joseph kitchenware. This amazing shop has to be seen to be believed. They have 
everything from comical gift cards, lovely games for children, as well as exclusive 
ranges of homeware and gifts not found anywhere else on Arran. It is well worth a 
visit this weekend.

3. If the weather forecast is correct then this weekend will be perfect for getting 
outside and making the most of Arran’s glorious hills and mountains. Before setting 
off why not pop into Arran Active at the bottom of the Goat Fell path and get prop-
erly kitted out for your day in the great outdoors. They have a huge range of walking 
boots, a very varied selection of clothing and waterproof jackets to get you ready for 
the island’s temperamental weather. 

Get ready for winter with top names like The North Face body warmers at fantastic 
prices and a large selection of longer length jackets perfect for dog walkers.

Things to do this Septem
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It’s never too early to get ready for Christmas and they have a great selection of 
gadgets and a quality new range of binoculars that will all make perfect gifts. 

Look out for the voucher in this week’s Banner for Arran Active. 

4. At Arran Fine Foods in Lamlash, not only can you see where the incredible pre-
serves, mustards, chutneys and salad dressings are made but you can buy them too. 

The Arran range has scooped 12 prestigious Great Taste Awards since 2002, 
including a Gold Star Award for the Matured Apple and Arran Ale Chutney and a  
Scottish Speciality Award for Arran’s Smooth Honey Mustard. Why not pop into their 
Kitchen Shop where you can buy a huge selection of their unique, locally made prod-
ucts and lovely gifts for the home. A great place to spend the morning.

5. After a busy morning shopping and walking it will be time for some lunch and 
Machrie Bay Tearoom has a great menu, using as much local produce as possible.

After a really successful summer season the tearoom is going to be open from 
10am until 4pm every day throughout the winter so there’s no excuse not to pop 
round and enjoy lunch or a coffee with delicious homebaked cakes and desserts.

6. One of the highlights of the Southend calendar takes place this Saturday with 
the annual Kilmory Fete. Starting from 2pm in Kilmory Village Hall there will be a 

-
out the afternoon. The Isle of Arran Pipe Band and Arran Brass Band will be there to 
entertain the crowds as well as many other exciting fundraising events. Don’t miss out 
on this great afternoon for all the family. 

7. In need of a good laugh? Then look no further than the third Arran Comedy Fest!
Organised by Arran Events in association with top-rate comedian Philip Differ this 

night of laughter takes place on Saturday in Whiting Bay Hall and will feature some of 
the country’s best up-and-coming comedy stars. The last Festival event in April took 
place in the week following the power disruption and snow and although numbers 
were down, it was a very entertaining evening. Phil Differ was keen to return with 
three different comedians and has an equally funny evening planned. 

8. The striking red building of Eilean Mor in Brodick is a great place to enjoy a few 
drinks this weekend and some dinner. And the good news is that there is a brand new 
winter menu starting this weekend. As well as a lunchtime deal there is buy one, get 
one free on all 10” pizzas throughout the weekend from Thursdays to Sundays. 

On Friday and Saturday night too you can get a 10” pizza and a pint of lager for just 
£9.99 as well as all the other delicious items on their extensive menu.

9. After a busy day seeing the sights on Arran why not head to The Douglas Hotel
in Brodick where they have an extensive whisky list that is continually evolving and 

personal surroundings. With a welcoming atmosphere and views across Brodick Bay, 
The Douglas Bistro is a stunning modern restaurant with inside and outside seating 
and a menu that sources fresh and seasonal ingredients from local suppliers. You are 
guaranteed a meal to remember. 

mber weekend on Arran
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*Introductory discount for landlords with 2-9 properties, offer ends 31st December 2013. ‡ Price available to new customers for the first year (paying by direct debit). Prices for 
households within the M25 vary. Only one Gas Boiler Safety Certificate (CP12) per HomeCare® package per property. # Your breakdown history will be taken into account in determining 
next year’s pricing. ^Limits and exclusions apply, see HomeCare® Terms and Conditions for details. † Phone lines are open weekdays 8am-8pm and Saturdays 8am-6pm. Calls may be 
monitored and/or recorded for quality assurance and compliance purposes.

Our Landlord Pro cover, with a 24/7 helpline gives you and your tenants 
access to a nationwide network of over 6,000 engineers from just 
£21 per month, per property, with £50 excess for each completed repair. 

Whilst we look after many of the things you’d reasonably expect, there are a 
few exceptions. For example, existing faults, damage caused by others, repair 
of cosmetic damage or problems caused by sludge or scale. You can see the 
full details of our cover at scottishgas.co.uk/homecare-terms

Postcard
from the 
seaside

Roald Dahl 
celebrated
at Lamlash 
Primary
Lamlash’s primary
school pupils enjoyed
an afternoon of fun
activities to cel-
ebrated Roald Dahl
Day on Friday 13
September. The photo
shows some of the
pupils getting ready
to cross the ‘choco-
late river’ in Willy
Wonka’s chocolate
factory.

Antiquarians’ secretary Harry Davidson with local 
postcard collector Stuart Gough. 

At the September meeting of
the Arran Antiquarians, 60
members enjoyed a presen-
tation from one of their very
own members.

Stuart Gough, a well-kent
face indeed, entertained the
audience in his own inimita-
ble way with selections from
his postcard collection and
explained why postcard col-
lection is his obsession.

Stuart said that he trained as
a chartered accountant in Ed-
inburgh during the 1960s but
a decade later he studied for a
history degree with the Open
University.

After a spell at Craigie Col-
lege in Ayr, he taught at Arran
High School, then Shiskine
Primary School for eight years
and then Brodick Primary for
a further eight years. After
a life spent teaching he took
early retirement at the age of
50 and has since worked as a
self-employed accountant.

His main hobbies are the
Arran Heritage Museum, phi-
lately (the study of stamps)
and his postcard collection
which now runs into many
thousands. He is a member
of the Strathclyde Postcard
Club which meets monthly in
Glasgow and is now the edi-
tor of their newsletter.

In 1899 he said the Post
-

ard sized postcard 5.5 x 3.5
inches. It had to be the ad-
dress only on one side with
the reverse being part picture
and part message.

By 1902 the postcard as we
know it with a full picture
on one side and address and
message on the reverse be-

came the normal format.
He showed examples of

‘foodie’ postcards and a se-
lection of rather superior
Drambuie cards.

Gretna Green also proved
an interesting subject. After
the Marriage Act of 1754 in
England, requiring residential

-
ing of Banns, it became quite
common to elope to Scotland
to marry.

One card depicted the cou-

horse and carriage, the ensu-
ing pursuit by an irate father
and the eventual marriage
over the anvil.

Stuart also had many old
postcards of Arran, steamers
of the past, golf courses and

in Lochranza and so many
more.

One outstanding example
saw the Duchess of Montrose
laying the foundation stone
of the Arran War Memorial
Hospital in 1921.

Stuart closed his talk by
reading a ditty by David Un-
derdown of Corrie entitled,
‘Postcard collectors put the
world to rights’. There fol-
lowed a lively question and
answer session after which
the Chairman, Tom Macleod,
gave a vote of thanks on be-
half of them all.

Next month, on Monday
21 October, the Antiquar-
ians have a visit from Paul
McAuley from Edinburgh
who will talk about ‘The Ed-
inburgh Twelve Monuments
Project. Visitors will be very
welcome.

N Davidson
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Action packed 
camp for
cub scouts 

The Lamlash Cubs enjoyed an action packed camp in Lochranza. 

But search has begun for new leaders 
Lamlash’s Cub Scouts have
enjoyed a fantastic weekend
camp at the Lochranza PGL

The 23 cubs were able to
take part in a whole host of
activities including canoeing,
gorge walking, ambush train-

All the youngsters agreed
that it was a ‘fantastic’ week-
end which was just ‘non-

But sadly there may not be
a Lamlash Cub pack to en-
joy camps like this for much
longer if two new leaders

-
ed service and more than 70
cubs, leaders Rachel Armit-
age and Maurice Crisp are

Rachel said: ‘We desperate-
-

tic adults - preferably a male
and a female - to take over

‘This is such a great group
of kids who are such a pleas-
ure to be with and it would be
so sad to see the group having

‘As we say to the kids reg-
ularly: ‘We wouldn’t take
you away to camp if you

The Banner asked the cubs on
Thursday night to share what
they felt about being a cub
scout and here is what they

‘It’s so fun I don’t want to

Rachel added: ‘We are hop-
ing that if someone comes
forward soon, they will be
able to work alongside our
current team and get a feel for

‘However Maurice and I

The cubs were given a chance to go kayaking in Loch 
Ranza.   

Testing their endurance 
on the cliff face. 

‘Non-stop fun’.  

The cubs stayed at the PGL Field Centre. 

Abseiling was one of the activities on offer.  

Two new leaders are being 
sought to keep the cubs 
going.  

Auchrannie
Winter Bowls

Starts Tuesday 15th October
7pm

to order visit www.scottishcalendars.co.uk
or call 01371 851 868

2014 Calendars
The ideal gift...
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Tobermory, Isle of Mull
Kathy Collins
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After a pleasant voyage, we got safely and agreeably into the harbour of Tobermorie, before the wind rose. Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides, James Boswell.
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And when I came to a hill above Toigal I saw lying below me the 
mouth of the Morar River and a large bay of silver sand.In Scotland Again, HV Morton.
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Scottish Field Large

Evening light on Neist Point, Isle of Skye

Barbara Jones

May 2014
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THE PREMIER SCOTTISH CALENDAR

Scottish Field Miniature

Goat Fell from Corrie harbour
Dennis Hardley
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Fantastic 
competitions 
and special 
show 
subscription 
offers

Love Scotland?
Subscribe to the new 
look SCOTS Heritage 

Magazine.
Now the official 
magazine of the 

Standing Council of 
Scottish Chiefs

Subscribe today and 
receive a FREE issue 

plus FREE p&p.
ONLY £25

Call 01631 568000

Subscribe
to the
new look

Visit: www.scotsheritagemagazine.com

SCOTS
H e r i t a g e  M a g a z i n e

Evelyn Murdoch 
Sillars 1923 - 2013
Evelyn Sillars served this is-
land as a councillor for over 
30 years and has been a part 
of the Arran Community for 
more than 50 years.

She lived her life in the serv-
ice of others and the church 
and she will be missed greatly 
by her family and friends.

Evelyn was born in Ayr on 
24 November 1923, the only 
child to Arthur and Bessie 
Craig.

to be stillborn, however  her 
grandmother noticed the baby 
breathing and from thereon 

-
ing for one cause or another. 

After completing school-
ing at Newton Park and Ayr 
Academy, Evelyn graduated 
from Glasgow University in 
1944 with an MA in English 
and History.

Evelyn Sillars with her iconic daffodil cross which she 
produced each Easter and adorned the entrance of 
Brodick Church.

Obituary: 

At this time the country 
was still at war and she was 
recruited by the intelligence 
section of the Foreign Of-

Bletchley Park.
On cessation of hostilities, 

she had the opportunity to 
further her career in the civil 
service, but elected instead 
to return to Scotland, enroll-
ing once more at Glasgow 
University to study biblical 
studies.

Teaching career
She began her teaching ca-

reer at St Rollox, Glasgow 
where she taught English, 
history and religious educa-
tion.

Her family were always in-
volved with the church and 
during this time she became 
involved in the life of the 
congregation at Cathcart un-

der the ministry of her uncle, 
the Reverend John Kent.

Determined to become more 
involved with the Church of 
Scotland, she answered an ad-
vertisement in Life and Work 
for a voluntary secretary to 
serve the Scottish committee 
for ‘War on Want’ and spent 
most of her evenings and free 
time over the next 10 years 
lecturing about underdevel-
oped countries and raising 
funds for the cause all over 
Scotland.

Evelyn’s connection with 
Arran came through fellow 
teacher Ravey Sillars and 
one Christmas, whilst Eve-
lyn was staying with her at 
Lamlash, she met Douglas 
Sillars.  With a common love 
of music and drama, romance 
blossomed and Evelyn and 
Douglas were married in 

1957, setting up home at The 
Mayish, Brodick. 

When Evelyn left the main-
land she also gave up her 
numerous mainland commit-
ments, with a feeling that she 
would relax and have some 
time for herself and her fam-
ily, but as she herself said: 
‘There is a difference between 
relaxing and stagnation.’

For those of us who knew 
Evelyn, there was never 
any danger of her stagnat-
ing.  There was no secondary 
school on the island and lo-
cal children left at 12 to go to 
Rothesay.

remedy this and consequently 
was invited to sit on the Bute 
County Council education 
committee.

Shortly afterwards the lo-
cal councillor died and Eve-
lyn decided to stand and was 
elected in 1961.

Her career in local gov-
ernment politics was quite 
outstanding. She became 

-
ty convener in 1971, serving 
on Bute County Council for 
three years until re-organisa-
tion in 1974, when she be-
came Arran’s only councillor 
and as an independent took 
up her service on Cunning-
hame District Council.

The Arran community’s 
trust in her judgement was 
recognized elsewhere and 
she was made a Justice of the 
Peace, serving on the court 
circuit for 35 years and on the 
JP advisory committee. 

Her list of causes were end-
less, some notable ones being 
the establishment of a site for 
the local travelling families 
at Merkland, the building of 
Montrose House Residential 

Care Home, initiating the 

line to Ardrossan Harbour, 
her lifelong commitment to 
the Red Cross, endless fun-
draising initiatives, the list 
goes on.

Over the years she became 
a member of the local tourist 
association, a trustee of the 
Arran Heritage Museum, a 
member of the Arran Society 
of Glasgow, the Executive 
Committee of the Council 
of Social Service, the Red 
Cross,  the Highlands and Is-
lands Development Board’s 
Consultative Committee and 
she sat on the Transport Us-
ers Consultative Committee 
for Scotland.

Tireless service 
For her tireless service to 

the community, Evelyn was 
awarded an MBE at Bucking-
ham Palace in 1980. 

councillor in 1992 but this 
did not slow her down and 
she continued to work for the 
island in various committees 
and organisations, including 

being a director of CalMac.

time for a game of bridge, a 
game she played regularly 
until her death. 

Throughout all these activi-
ties the church continued to 
be a passion in her life.  She 
began the regular St Bride’s 
Thursday coffee mornings to 
support the work of World 
Vision in the millennium 
year, worked extremely hard 
to ensure the success of the 
Church’s centenary in 2010, 
including putting her love of 

-

She was an integral part of 
the worship team and thought 
nothing of taking pulpit sup-
ply for the Rev Angus Adam-
son, preaching three times on 
a Sunday.

female Elders of Brodick 
Church and two days before 
her death marked the 30th an-
niversary of her ordination. 

Evelyn was also a member 
of the Church of Scotland 
Presbytery.

Evelyn’s sudden illness 
last week took everyone by 
surprise. Fortunately her 
three daughters who live in 
Australia, Elizabeth, Ellaline 
and Marion, were able to join 
their sister, Lyn for her last 
couple of days. 

She appeared at that time 
to have had no intention of 
dying and to be making a 
recovery but her health dete-
riorated rapidly and she died 
peacefully, knowing that all 
her family were near.

Evelyn will be wholly 
missed by her family and her 
loss will be felt by the whole 
community of Arran.

Her loss will be felt by the whole community of Arran

Due to northend road closure.
The Lighthouse, Pirnmill ceased lunchtime 

trading on 24th September.
New opening times are Tues - Sat   5pm - 9pm

Closed Sun & Mon
Until Saturday 12th October inclusive when our season shall end.

We would like to thank all our customers and look 
forward to welcoming you all back early March 2014!

Please telephone 01770 850 240 
to book for evening meals        BYOB

The
Lighthouse Restaurant

Pirnmill  850240



Arran Banner, Saturday 28 September 2013 www.arranbanner.co.uk NEWS 17

SCOTTISH CHARITY NUMBER  SC002089

Rosaburn, Brodick, Open daily 10.30am to 4.30pm.
Come along and wander down ‘Memory Lane’

Constantly changing displays of Archaeology, Geology, 
Arran at War, Social History,

Children’s Quiz and Play House, Clearances and 
Emigration, Farm Impliments, 

19th Century Cottage, 1940’s Schoolroom, Original 
Blacksmith’s Forge,

Early Photography, Villages Then and Now, Riverside Picnic 
Area and Gift Shop with Unique Presents for all the Family.

**** THE ISLAND’S MOST INEXPENSIVE
FOUR STAR “MUST SEE” ATTRACTION ****

Researchers welcome at our Archives and 
Genealogy Services

(Wednesdays only 10.30am to 12.30pm and 1.30pm 
– 3.30pm, or by appointment)

Delicious meals and snacks at Café Rosaburn, seven 
days a week

ARRAN HERITAGE MUSEUM

OCTOBER ISSUE 
OUT NOW

Johnny & Maureen Beattie on Bute, 
their island paradise

THE CASE 
AGAINST
LAND 
REFORM
Douglas McAdam 

answers back

20
JEWEL OF THE CLYDE 

PAGES OF
INTERIORS SPECIAL ISSUE
Mad Highwayman Gilder Roy 

SCOTLAND’S 10 BLOODIEST RIOTS
The real Fred MacAulay

KINGS OF LYON - AN EVOCATIVE 
PORTRAIT OF LIFE IN GLEN LYON

PLUS -
ABBOTSFORD
Sir Walter Scott’s 

Borders’ home 

beautifully 
restored

Scotland’s top independent schools

Kilmory SWRI
-

-

Shiskine SWRI 

-

-
-

-

-

Sue Tozer and Ziggy, right, present £50 to Sue Girbow of ArCaS, as Euan Stout and 
Boidhche, Geoff Norris and Sheila and Chris Banks and Rocky look on.  

Arran’s Rotary president Bill Roberts presents his 
banner to Jim Maltman from the Rotary Club of Lower 
Wharfedale.  

LP Club ready for 
second spin

-

-
-

-

-

-
-

-

-

-

-

-

The

-

-

Round the Rurals
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In need of a good laugh? 
Then look no further than 
the third Arran Comedy Fest 
coming to a village near you! 
Well, coming to Whiting Bay 
anyway!

Organised by Arran Events 
in association with top-rate 
comedian Philip Differ this 
night of laughter takes place 
on Saturday 28 September in 
Whiting Bay Hall and will 
feature some of the country’s 
best up-and-coming comedy 
stars.

The last Festival event in 
April took place in the week 
following the power disrup-
tion and snow and although 
numbers were down, it was a 

Arran prepares for 
another night of 
laughs and giggles 

At six foot three Gary Little is an imposing presence on 
any stage.

Julia Sutherland’s observations have particular 
poignancy.  

Chris Conroy is making a name for himself as a comic 
that just wants to make audiences laugh. 

very entertaining evening. 
Phil Differ was keen to re-

turn with three different co-
medians and has an equally 
funny evening planned. 

Gary Little
The inaptly named Gary 

Little burst onto the comedy 
scene in 2003. At six foot 
three Gary is an imposing 
presence on any stage. His

Record/Stand Comedy Club 
Talent Search. Spotted by 
The Stand bookers, Gary got 
on the fast track to perform-
ing at the club. Within a year, 

hit and he began picking up 
bookings all over the country, 
as well as gigs in the Middle 
East. Now Gary headlines 
regularly at The Stand and 
clubs throughout the UK, and 
was on the roster for the Best 
of Scottish Comedy show-
case at the Edinburgh Festi-
val Fringe.

Julia Sutherland
Broadcaster Julia Suther-

land is very good at keeping 
other people’s secrets, but has 
a crippling inability to keep 
anything about her own life 
- no matter how intimate and 
personal - to herself. Having
recently gone from being se-
verely (whisper it) obese, to a 
more socially acceptable size 
10 - her observations on how 

differently the world treats 
you, based on appearance 
alone, have particular poign-
ancy. There will also be some 
risque gags.

Chris Conroy
From Glasgow, Chris Con-

roy has carved out a reputa-
tion as a comic that just wants 
to make audiences laugh and 

help them to leave with a grin 
on their face.

Chris won the prestigious 
‘King Gong’ competition at 
the Comedy Store in Decem-
ber 2010, supported Tom Sta-
de on last year’s national tour 
and regularly performs at all 
major comedy clubs around 
the country.

Philip Differ
The man who came up with 

the great idea of staging the 
event, Philip started out in 
1980 as a writer for Naked 
Radio and was soon asked 
to contribute to such shows 
as A Kick Up the Eighties, 
Spitting Image, and Not the 
Nine O’Clock News whilst 
writing stand up material for 
Robbie Coltraine and Craig 
Ferguson.

He joined BBC Scotland 
in 1983 where he wrote ex-
tensively for Naked Video, 
and produced Scotch and 
Wry among other things. He 
is mostly associated with the 
creation of the longest run-
ning football comedy show in 
the country Only an Excuse?
After leaving the BBC, joined 
The Comedy Unit, Scotland’s 
leading independent produc-
tion company – Chewin’ the 
Fat, Still Game, Rab C Nes-
bitt, Watson’s Wind Up – be-
fore making the move from 
behind the scenes into the full 
glare of stand up comedy.
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TWENTY
YEARS AGO

Saturday 2 October, 1993
 Hotel blaze
A major blaze at a former hotel in Brodick is
believed to have been started deliberately.

-

Road salt
-

slippery conditions.

salt.

if a frost is forecast.

 Ticket change

Dr Alistair Grassie judges the fancy 
dress competition at the Kilmory Fete 
which raised £1,240 when it was held 
last weekend. b39twe03

-

comments on it and says it has been raised
many times over the years.

 Windows smashed
-

of vandalism.

premises of the Arran Fashion and Tartan

Mixed weekend

visitors on the island.

-

Southend United and the Late Laggers 
recover after their annual football match 
last Sunday as part Kilmory Fete. United 
won 8-4. b39twe04

It was business as usual at the 
ArCaS shop next door, despite 

the fire. b39twe02

Owner Mrs Logie inspects the fire damage at the former Island Hotel. b39twe01
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in association with Isle of Arran Brewery
What’s on

www.arranbrewery.com
Everyday
Brodick Castle, Garden Open Daily 9am-Dusk
Arran Heritage Museum 10.30am – 4.30pm
Arran Brewery  Open Mon-Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 12.30pm-4.30pm
Arran Brewery tour 2pm

Saturday 28th September
Army Cadets Auchrannie Road 11am –1 pm. 
Over 21s Disco Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Karate Auchrannie Games Hall, 11.30am-12.30pm
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Arran Dancers (4yrs & up) Arran High School, 10am
Brodick Bowling Club Rink Game Brodick, 2pm
Whiting Bay Rink Games Whiting Bay Bowling Club 7pm
Lamlash Bowling Rink Games Lamlash Bowling Club 2pm
Lawn Bowls Blackwaterfoot Bowling Club, 1.45pm
September Fete Kilmory Hall, 2pm
RNLI Shop Lamlash Pier, 2pm - 4pm
Arran Comedy Festival Whiting Bay Hall, 8pm

Sunday 29th September
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm-5pm
Cocaine Anonymous (& all other drugs) Ormidale sports pavilion, 2pm – 3.30pm
Corrie Open Corrie Golf Club
RNLI Shop Lamlash Pier, 2pm - 4pm

Monday 30th September
Quiz Eden Lodge, Whiting Bay, 8.30pm
Over 50s Badminton Lochranza Village Hall, 2-4pm
Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Citizens Advice Ormidale Pavilion, 9.30-1.30pm
Senior Fitness Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
Table Tennis Corrie Hall, 6.30pm
Badminton Auchrannie Sports Hall,7-9pm
Arran Junior Football Club Ormidale Park, 6-7.30pm
Summer Bridge Tournament Arran High School, 6.30pm for 6.45pm
Whiting Bay Bowling Rink Games Whiting Bay Bowling Club 7pm
Yoga Corrie Village Hall, 11am - 12noon
Lunch club Lamlash Sheltered Housing, 12noon
Yoga - Arran Kinneil, Lamlash,3-4.30pm

Wee Blether cafe Whiting Bay Hall, 11.30-1.30pm
Quaker Week Arran Library, 10.30am - 12noon

Tuesday 1st October
Pop Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Youth Club Kildonan Hall, 7pm
Rotary club Glencloy Suite, Auchrannie, 7.15pm
Streetly Dance pre school Auchrannie Dance Studio, 1.45-2.30pm
Streetly Dancing minis P1-3 Auchrannie Gym Hall, 4-4.45pm
Streetly Dancing Juniors P4-7 Auchrannie Gym Hall, 4.45-5.30pm
Streetly Dancing Seniors Auchrannie Gym Hall, 5.30-6.15pm
Youth Club Brodick Hall, 6.30 – 8pm

Weight Watchers St Molios Church Hall, 7pm
Junior Hockey Club Auchrannie Sports Hall, 6-7pm
Healthy Outdoors 10am-1pm NTS Ranger Centre
Lawn Bowls Blackwaterfoot Bowling Club, 1.45pm
Quiz The Drift Inn, Lamlash, 9pm
Food and craft market Ormidale Pavilion, 11am - 4pm

Scottish Country Dancing Brodick Church Hall, 7.30-9.30pm

Wednesday 2nd October
Hockey Auchrannie Games Hall, 6.30-7.30pm
Tae Kwondo Arran high School Kids-6.30-7.30pm Adults-7.30-8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Lamlash Church Hall, 8pm
Arran Brass Rehearsal Brodick Church Hall, 7-9pm
Senior Badminton Arran High School, 8-9pm
Yogalates Auchrannie Studio, 9.30-10.30am

Music Mayhem Class Parents & Little Ones Auchrannie Dance Studio, 10.45am
Arran Heritage Museum Archives & Genealogy service 10.30-12.30 & 1.30-3.30
Shiskine Tennis Club Juniors 4.30-5.15 P1-P3, 5.15-6 P4-P7 
Whiting Bay Bowling Rink Games  Whiting Bay Bowling Club 7pm
JogScotland beginners group Auchrannie Spa car park, 5.15pm
Mixed ability running group Auchrannie Spa car park, 6pm
Yoga-Arran Kinneil, Lamlash, 7-8.30pm
Coffee morning Lamlash Church Hall, 10.15am - 12noon

Thursday 3rd October
Senior Fitness Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
General Knowledge Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Lochranza Craft Club Lochranza Hall, 2pm
Live music Eden Lodge, Whiting Bay 8.30-11.00pm
Weight Watchers Ormidale Pavilion, 5.30pm
Lawn Bowls Blackwaterfoot Bowling Club, 6.45pm
Shiskine Tennis Club Adults 6pm onwards
Yoga Corrie Village Hall, 6pm - 7pm

Brodick Embroidery Group Brodick Library, 7.30pm
Quilt Arran Lamlash Fire Station, 2-4.30pm

Lunchbox Ormidale Pavilion, 1.30pm

Friday 4th October 
Aqua Fizz Auchrannie Hotel Pool, 9.45-10.30am
Yogalates Auchrannie Studio, 9.30-10.30am9
Arran Youth Foundations Church Hall, Brodick 7pm-9pm
Lochranza Kids Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6-8pm
Lochranza Adults Badminton Lochranza Hall, 8pm
Disco Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Brodick Farmers Market Auchrannie Road, 8am - 6pm
Active Buggies Ormidale Park, 10am

www.arranbrewery.com
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Property

UNDER

£30
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED
ITEMS INTO CASH!

ARRAN BANNER CLASSIFIEDS

The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ
Tel: 01770 302142  Fax: 01770 302021

Email adverts@arranbanner.co.uk     www.arranbanner.co.uk

Simply complete the 
form and return to the 

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE TUESDAY 4.00pm
NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE

ITEM...........................................................................................................................
DESCRIPTION...........................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................
PRICE .............................................TELEPHONE .....................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of advertisements 
in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and the Advertiser 
on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space 
therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ order 
by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing deadline, 
failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the 
advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute 
or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled 
in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial failure 
(however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement 
is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the 
advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, 
refund or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from 
the advertisement.

shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund 
of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose 
or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that 
in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or 
other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising 
from the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in 
accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising 
Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All advertising 
on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or as 
otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment 
interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In 
addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late 

OVER £30
LEC table top fridge 73 watts, w
181/2”, H 181/2”, D 171/2” ex-
cellent condition offers around
£55 Tel:870294
Mens Merrell Moab Hiking
Boots UK size 9 Colour walnut,
Gore-Tex, as new £60; Mens
Merrell Moab Hiking Boots UK
size 9 Colour beluga, Gore-Tex,
as new £50 Tel 01770 700405
Fiat Cinquecento SX, tax & mot
Feb, good condition, £450 Tel
07979 925435

UNDER £30

£10.00, Job lot of 3 collector
item cameras. Brownie six- 20
Model D .   Folding brownie
six 20 and  No 2c Folding Auto-
graphic Brownie.  £30.00 the lot.
Chimney Pot £25.00 ONO Tel:
830247
Small bale Hay this years V.G
Tel:01770 700371 after 5pm

Quality Hy-line pol pullets Tel:
Colin 07968 259 502
Large good quality case on
wheels, used once £29 Tel:
01770 860 760

WANTED
Mower/Topper for small Tractor
Tel: 01770 700371 after 5pm
Small touring caravan or sum-
mer house. Internal condition not
important but movable and pref-
erably watertight. Will collect if
helpful! Tel: 01770 302211
Garden shed, will dismantle and
uplift for free Tel: 01770 870
207
6ft x 4ft shed, cash paid, will dis-
mantle & uplift Tel: 01770 700
509

FREE TO UPLIFT
White Rayburn solid fuel stove,
in working order. Tel: 01770
700502

5 HILLVIEW PLACE
OFFERS OVER £78,000
End terrace villa in an elevated estate near the centre of 
Brodick. Accommodation comprises sheltered entrance, inner 
vestibule and hallway, lounge, dining kitchen, rear entrance 
hall with store, 
bathroom and on 

three bedrooms.  

heating, double 
glazing, front rear 
and side gardens 
with space for 
offroad parking.

Invercloy House, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ
Robert N Brass FNAEA

Tel: 01770 302310
sales@arranestateagents.co.uk | www. arranestateagents.co.uk
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TREES

Tree & hedge cutting and clearing
Brush Cutting and strimming.

All types of fencing

Call Jamie McKinnon: 
01770 810 222 or 07760 247201

COMPUTING SERVICES

FURNITURE RESTORATION

JOHN DIVINE
FURNITURE, 

RESTORATION & REPAIR

FRENCH POLISHING

UPHOLSTERY
Blackwaterfoot – 

Isle Of Arran
Tel: 01770 860182

Mob: 07733 738127
Email: john@

thornybankwoodcraft.co.uk

Iain
Murchie

Plastering
Taping and Coving
Roughcasting and

 Cement work
Slating and Roof work
Floor and Wall Tiling

01770 600331

Iain
Murchie

Plastering
Taping and Coving
Roughcasting and

 Cement work
Slating and Roof work
Floor and Wall Tiling

01770 600331

PLASTERER

Incidentals 
Arran

Happy computers on 
Arran since 1983

Bill Stewart
T. 830343

Public NoticesDrive Times
FORD FIESTA VAN 1.4 TDCI

£2,000 o.n.o.

57 Reg (Oct), Tax Sept 2013, MOT April 2014,
Tow ball, excellent condition.

Tel: 01770 700 348 (Arran)

HONDA ACCORD

£695 o.n.o.

5 Door Hatch, Z Tec Engine
MOT April 2014, Tax March 2014
New brakes, battery and exhaust

Tel: 01770 601207 (Arran)

VOLVO V70

£3,200

2004, 2.4  SE  Auto, Taxed  &  MOT April 2014
FSH + Leather + 7 Seat

Tel: 01770 600291(Arran)

CAMPER VAN

£1,500

Peugeot Expert 2.0 HDI, Reg 2003, 12 months M.O.T
For 1-2 person, Comfortable. Good Condition. 

Extra’s - attachable tent, chairs & table.

Tel: 01770 600687 (Arran)

NORTH AYRSHIRE COUNCIL
EDUCATION AND SKILLS

OUTCOME OF THE CONSULTATION ON THE THE PROPOSED 
DEVELOPMENT OF AN EDUCATIONAL CAMPUS IN 

ARDROSSAN BY THE AMALGAMATION OF AUCHENHARVIE 
AND ARDROSSAN ACADEMIES AND HAYSHOLM AND

 JAMES MCFARLANE SCHOOLS

Education and Skills have consulted parents, carers and other interested parties 
on the proposal to close Auchenharvie Academy, Ardrossan Academy, Haysholm 
School and James McFarlane School and create a new school campus.
A report on the consultation will be available from 30 September 2013. The 
report can be viewed in the four schools involved, their associated primary 
schools, all public libraries in North Ayrshire and on the North Ayrshire Council 
website, www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk. Copies are also available from Education and 
Skills, 4th Floor, Cunninghame House, Irvine KA12 8EE.
All interested parties are invited to make written submissions on the report to the 
Corporate Director (Education and Skills), Cunninghame House, Irvine KA12 8EE or by 
e-mail to campus21@north-ayrshire.gov.uk no later than Monday 21 October 2013.

CAROL KIRK
Corporate Director
(Education and Skills)

Arran Pool League
A.G.M

Sunday 6th October
The Drift Inn, Lamlash

2pm
All welcome

Quaker Week
Come to the library on the 

morning of Monday 
September 30 between

10.30a.m. and 12.00 noon to 
meet Arran Quakers.
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CHURCH NOTICES

WEDDING

DEATHS

THANK YOU

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

(in full communion with the
Church of England)

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay.
Sunday 22nd September

Holy Communion, 11.00 am. Mrs
Janis Gallagher.

Coffee after service.
Wednesday 25th September 
Holy Communion, 12.15 pm.

ALL WELCOME

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran:

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza, Pirn-
mill and Shiskine

Independend but working to-
gether.

Minister: Rev Angus Adamson
Parish Assistant:
Mrs Jean Hunter

Worship will be conduced in the
above churches at the following
times, to which all are invited

Sunday 29th September
Brodick Church, 10.30am, Morn-

ing Worship
Corrie Church, 12noon,

Morning Worship.
A Service of Worship will also be

held in Montrose House
at 1.30pm

Lochranza Church, 9.30am,
Morning Worship

Pirnmill Church, 10.45am, Morn-
ing Worship

Shiskine Church, 12noon, Morn-
ing Worship.

Clachan Church, Shiskine, 3pm,  
Annual Open Air Service in both

Gaelic and English

SALVATION ARMY
House Group/Bible Study.

Mondays 2.30pm.
If you are interested in joining
us please ring 810251 for more

information.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share”

Sunday29th September
Kilmory 10am

Lamlash11.30 am
In both Churches:

Mrs Liz Clarke
All welcome, including families;

children’s area
Scottish Charity SC015072

WHITING BAY AND
KILDONAN

 CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
(Charity Number: SC014005)

Sunday 29th September
Worship for Harvest

Thanksgiving will be conducted
by Rev Elizabeth Watson at

10.30am.
All welcome.

After the service, there will be a
harvest lunch and all proceeds will
go to Tabeetha School, the Church
of Scotland School in Jaffa, Israel
which is celebrating 150 years of

existence.
Everyone most welcome.

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Vigil Mass Saturdays 7.30pm
Sunday morning masses

9.30 and 11am

ARRAN BAPTIST CHURCH
Minister: Rev Vince Jennings

Sunday 22nd September 
11 a.m. Morning Worship
in The Ormidale Sports

Pavilion, Brodick
Tea & coffee after the service.

Wednesday at 7.30 p.m.
Home Fellowship Group

for Bible Study and Prayer.
Contact phone no. 600222.
Everyone warmly invited.

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

Services as follows
Sunday 22nd September

Shiskine 11.00am (Church on
road between Blackwaterfoot and

Machrie)
Brodick 7pm (Church behind post

Rev Malcolm Peters

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND
(continuing)

Sunday 29th September
Morning Service 11am
Trust Housing Lounge
Glen Estate, Brodick

Evening Service 6-30 pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick

Prayer Meeting
Wednesday 2nd October

at 7pm
5 Glen Road
All welcome

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS

Quakers meet every Sunday at
11am. For meeting venue ring

– 830622, 820223

The four semi-finalists and the winner of Lochranza’s 
Cabrach Competition. 

Lamlash Golf Club
Ladies: Wednesday 18 September,

Stroke Quaich. The weather being
as variable as the golf a mixture of
nice sunshine and very heavy show-
ers. However, this did not deter Liz
Sinclair who came in with a great
score of net 64 and lowest gross of
80. In second place Jo Hastings with
88 gross net 67. CSS was 64.

Gents: Thursday 19 September,
Summer Cup, CSS 66. 1 Norrie Mac-
intyre 74-8=66 BIH, 2 Dougie Mac-
farlane 66-0=66. Best Scratch Dougie
Macfarlane 66. Twos - Dougie Mac-
Farlane at the 2nd, Norrie Macintyre
at the 4th, Scott Campbell at the 5th.
Sunday 22 September, Hastings
cup, round two, CSS 67. 1 Mark
Wren 75-9=66, 2 Dougie Macfarlane
68-1=67, 3 Jon Smith 83-15=68.
Best Scratch Dougie MacFarlane
68. Twos from Iain Murchie at the
16th and Gordon Boyle at the 16th.
Overall result of Hastings Cup: Win-
ner Billy O’Connor 70+74=144,
runner-up Jon Smith 82+68=150.
Fixtures: Saturday 28 September,
Texas Scramble Cup, make up own
fours - minimum of one lady per
team - see starter for times. Sun-
day 29 September, Summer Sta-
bleford and Eclectic Cup Final
Round, 9.30am and 12.30pm starts.

Brodick Golf Club 
Ladies: Tuesday 17 September, sec-
ond medal, 12 played, CSS 67.  Sil-
ver: 1 Fiona Crawford, 82 (15) 67,
2 Margaret Roxburgh 83 (14) 69.
Bronze: 1 Gege Kroner, 89 (23) 66,
2 Lesley Murray 108 (24) 84.

Gents: Wednesday 18 Septem-
ber, Flag Competition and annual
prizegiving.

Thirty-nine took part in this enter-
taining 12 hole competition to wind
up a summer season of mostly glori-
ous sun. Four got as far as holing out
on the 18th green - Derek Roxburgh,
Alastair Dobson, Gordon Hendry
and last man out Robert Waine. Two
thought they had a shot left and hit
again off the 1st tee. Alastair almost
did himself an injury hitting one of
his boomers miles past the big tree.
But it didn’t count because Alastair
can’t count. The canny Robert knew
what was required and hit an 18 inch
shot with his putter to avoid a 150
yard walk in the rain. So he scooped
the pool and added considerably to
his quite frequent winnings over the
summer. Good fun all round – fol-
lowed by an excellent buffet, a mod-
est amount of wine and other bever-
ages, and presentation by Captain
Nicol Hume of the club’s numerous
and historic trophies - including the
100 year old Marchioness of Graham
Trophy donated by the good lady on
the occasion of her opening of the
present course in June 1913.  Hard to
believe that we start the Winter Cup
on Sunday.

Sunday 22 September, Winter Cup,
16 played CSS 63 (38pts). 1 I Sillars
(14)40pts, 2  J McKean (10)39pts, 3
B Smith (12)37pts. There were six
twos.

Fixtures: Sunday 29 September,
Winter Cup, open draws at 8.30am
and 12.30pm. Sunday 6 October,
Brandon.

Shiskine Golf Club 
Ladies: Thursday 19 September, 18
hole medal, six played, CSS 70, re-
ductions only.

1 Jessie Hutton 104-29=75, 2 and
Scratch Alice Anderson 94-17=77.

Gents: Sunday 22 September, 12
Hole Medal, 15 played. First class:
1 A Kerr 49-6=43 BIH, 2 W Paton
46-3=43, 3 J Morrison 50-5=45. Sec-
ond class: 1 D Johnston 51-11=40
(medal winner), 2 W Robertson 54-
12=42, 3 A Bannatyne 57-13=44.
Scratch W Paton 46.

Fixtures: Monday 30 September,
Arran Challenge starts. Thursday 3
October, 18 Hole Medal (Ladies).

Corrie Golf Club 
Saturday 21 and Sunday 22 Septem-
ber, Corrie Open, 30 played in round
one. 1 Bob Rooney 69-4=55, 2 Alan
Napier 66-6=60, 3 John Adams 68-
7=61. Best scratch A Napier BIH  
over R Logan. Magic twos from P
Bremner, J Adams, D Logan, G An-
drew, R Adams and A Napier. Near-
est pins 1 A McDonald, 2 W Kelso, 3
P Bremner, 4 J Adams, 5 R Adams,
6 A McDonald, 7 D Logan, 8 A Mc-
Donald 9 W Kelso.

Sunday round two, 26 played. 1
Bob Rooney 70-14=56, 2 Jim McCo-

nnachie 63-6=57, 3 John Adams 66-
7=59. Best scratch Jim McConnachie
63. Magic twos from J McGovern, S
Woods, B Rooney, J McConnachie,
S Beardsley, A Napier and P Bremn-
er. Nearest pins: 1 A Napier, 2 G An-
drew, 3 DK Henderson, 4 S Judge, 5
A McDonald, 6 J McConnachie, 7 R
Armstrong, 8 DK Henderson, 9 W
Kelso.

Overall winners over 36 holes:  1
Bob Rooney 111, 2 Jim McConnach-
ie 120 better second round, 3 John
Adams 120.

Congratulations to Bob Rooney on
his excellent scoring and thanks to all
who played. The course was in excel-
lent condition - well done to Stevie,
Pablo and Raymond. Thanks also to
Arran Domestic and Dougie Bell at
Shiskine Golf Club for the prizes.

Fixtures: Saturday 28 September,
Captain’s Prize, course closed from
11am for the game. £5 per player,
start at various tees, also sponsored
holes and sweep. Monday Cup starts
on October 7 at 12noon. Please not
the new starting time.

ALGU
Saturday 21 September, 21 ladies

season, the Cir Mhor Trophy. This
year it was held at Whiting Bay. You
would have thought Autumn had
truly arrived given the low mist and
chilly conditions. A counting com-
petition for the purposes of handi-
caps, the CSS was 67 resulting in
just reductions only (thankfully for
some of us)! Scratch went to Fiona
Crawford with an 83 (well done
Fiona). First and second positions
went to countback with both players
scoring 66. Ultimately, second place

was won by Mary Jo Tod (33). This
was Kate’s second ‘near win’ as last
year she lost out to Sheila Gray on
a count back - maybe 2014 will be
your year Kate!

Thanks to Whiting Bay Golf Course
for the courtesy of the course, Louise,
and Jamie in the kitchen and bar and
to the Whiting Bay green staff for the
good course conditions.

Whiting Bay Golf Club
Wednesday 18 September, 25 played

right to the wire! After 15 possible
rounds it was the best six scores to
count for each player, and some

-
all placings. Defending champion
Kevin Jackson improved his plac-

60 to win the sweep, 2 was Jamie
Stewart with 62, 3 Danny Head
also with 62 and 4 David Morrison
with 63. Malcolm Pennycott won
scratch with 65 and there were
magic twos from Gus MacLeod (2)

of 63 would have won the trophy
for captain Gus MacLeod but his

to Nicol Auld on countback for this
year’s Summer Trophy. 1 Nicol Auld
at 2 under par for his best six
rounds, 2 Gus MacLeod also at 2
under par, 3 Kevin Jackson at 1 un-
der par and 4 John Pennycott at level
par.

-
lectic Competition for the Summer
Trophy ran at the same time, and
the winner was Gus MacLeod with
a net 42, 2 Keith Kelsall on 44,

-
ing Pete Smith on the countback
into fourth place. Summer Trophy
prizes will be presented at the end of
season dinner in November.

Sunday 22 September, with many
of the members away on ‘Buckie
Cup’ duty there was a sweep played
from the yellow tees at Whiting Bay
which was won by John Dick. Latest
reports suggest most of the Buckie
Cup squad have made their way back
to Arran.

Fixtures: Sunday 29 September,
sweep from Yellow Tees. Saturday
5 October, Mixed Fours Salver at
11am. Sunday 6 October, Winter Cup
round 1.

Lochranza Golf Course 
-

brach Competition were played on
successive evenings last week. A
sizeable cluster of spectators were
entertained by some exciting con-

Bryan Lewis is the new champion,
defeating Ross Traill on Wednes-
day evening on a rather damp and
gloomy evening. But the highlight of
the whole competition was the semi-

previous evening. After nine holes
they were all-square so they set off

hole. Ben looked the likely winner
after a superb tee shot, But Ross kept
his nerve to hole the winning putt.

Scores: Wednesday 11 September,

Tony Baboolal 4&2. Ross Trail de-

-
an Lewis defeated Ross Traill 4&2.

CRAWLEY - JOAN 
MARY (nee Parsons)
After a long illness borne with
great courage Joan passed
away peacefully on Monday
23rd September at Arran War
Memorial.  Loving wife of
Terry, mother of Anne, Steve,
Nick and Richard, sister of
Hilary and devoted Grandma.
Funeral service to be held in St
Bride’s Lochranza on Thursday
3rd October at 12 noon.  Family

Grateful thanks to Greg Hamill,
the district nurses and Ailsa and
her team for their longstanding
devoted care.

KEIZER - SIMPSON - MARY
Peacefully at Arran War Memorial
Hospital on 18th September
Mary, aged 91, dear mother of Nico,
Ann, Henk & Paul, grandmother
of Maze, Richard, Jasmijn, Susan
& Roos & great-grandmother of
Nanne & Elija passed away.
Cremation took place on Thursday
26th September for which we
thank Clair & David Hendry
for their guidance & advice in
ensuring mum’s last journey was
as she wished.
Thefamilyalsowishtoexpress their
sincere thanks to the wonderful care
whilst in hospital & overwhelming
kindness & care shown to her by
the staff at Day-care & Sheltered
Housing.  Everyone contributed in
making the last years of her life so
pleasant.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
SILLARS – The family of the late
Evelyn Sillars would like to thank
thestaffofLamlashandCrosshouse
Hospitals for the wonderful care
given to our mother. Special
thanks to Rev Angus Adamson for
support and guidance through this

for always being there, Ruth for
playing the organ with ‘gusto’, and
the members of St Bride’s Church.
Thanks also to David and
Clair Hendry and Iain and Jane
McFadzean for their help with
arrangements and to all our dear
friends and family who have shown
us so much warmth and kindness.  

Bishara (Bish) Smeir, eldest son of Elias (Alex) and
Mhairi Smeir, and grandson of Helenor Forrest, Corrie,

married Vanessa Tumino, daughter of Giovanni and
Magdalena Tumino, Ragusa, on the 26 July in the

beautiful UN.Heritage Town of Ibla, Sicily. Both families
are delighted and with family and friends from around the

world, attended the very special wedding week to wish
the happy couple a wonderful life.

A Big Thank you!
Mr & Mrs Keegan from West Yorkshire 
who had an accident last Monday on 

route to Lochranza wish to thank all those 
who assisted including the emergency 
services, staff at AWMH, Angus Lambie 

& Gus the taxi driver.



The Arran Banner’s circulation is independently audited by the Audit Bureau of Circulations (ABC Ltd) 
- www.abc.org.uk.  The total average weekly net circulation for the 52 issues between 2nd January 2012 and
30th December 2012 for combined print and digital editions was 3,307.

The Arran Banner will continue to be independently audited.
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Starting
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NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING

Recycled paper made 
up 75.5% of the 

raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004

Arran couldn’t break through the 

Uddingston defence. 20_b39rug01 

Arran RFC suffered their third defeat of 
the season on Saturday in what is prov-
ing to be a disappointing start to the new 
rugby year.

The island’s team were at home to Ud-
dingston RFC in the West Division 3 
but the mainlanders proved too power-
ful for Arran. 

Having collected maximum points 
from their opening two games, Udding-
ston were looking to extend their run 
but were made to sweat in the balmy 
September sunshine at Ormidale Park, 

from a tough encounter with the island-
ers.

The home side started the game better 

minutes.
Great control of the ball from their for-

wards, Niall McMaster in particular, put 
Uddingston under some real pressure.

came very close to the Uddingston line 
but failed to cross it.

missed two opportunities to open the 
scoring with Jamie Murchie pushing a 
drop goal and a penalty attempt wide 
of the posts.

Uddingston’s tactics 
then resulted in two of 
their men being sent off 

two-man advantage Arran 
failed to get through their de-
fence.

In the second half Udding-
ston took more control of the 

game.
New recruit Frazer ‘Jarvis’ 

the ball was turned-over.
Arran showed glimpses of brilliance 

with impressive play from Jamie Pick-
en, Euan Henderson and Todd Jameson, 
but it wasn’t enough to break the Ud-
dingston defence. 

However Jamie Murchie’s trusty boot 
secured two penalty kicks for Arran and 

-
pers soared and Uddingston used this 
anger to their advantage powering 
across the line for a last gasp try.

game.
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