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Monument to 
mark start of 
walk
Brodick pier is to be turned 
into a monument to mark the 

The Arran Access Trust 
approached North Ayrshire 

-
ant bed in Brodick to mark 

of criteria the trust needs to 

journey.
-

-

the centre of the monument is 

to reshape it to incorporate 
the monument.

-

-

The trust embarked on a 

make improvements to the 

maintenance on the paths and 

The new primary one class at Shiskine Primary School has a set of identical 
twins in Isaac and Eion Jones (centre) pictured with their new classmates and 
teacher Miss Carol Shaw. For a full round up of all the new starts see pages 4 
and 5   20_b37school01

Demographic must 
change if  2020 
target is to be met

-

-

-

-

out of the Brodick Harbour 
-

of  representatives from Visi-
-
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Chairman Tom Tracey said: 
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-

Let’s make Arran a 
world class island 

-

based on economic need 

to be done. 

-
-

and transport infrastructure.

-

years and asked for Arran and 
North Ayrshire be the van-

a continued commitment to 

driven by economic need and 
year increased by seven per 

Food and drink sectors are 

-
vate sector investments; 

Continued on page 2
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8-seater taxis available

Ardrossan Harbour to:

Glasgow Airport
£35.00

Prestwick Airport
£25.00

Return bookings and other 
prices on request.

It pays to advertise in the Banner

Send 
your photos 
and stories to 
editor@arran
banner.co.uk

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/arranbanner

Continued from page 1
Brewery, Taste of Arran and 
Arran Arromatics.’

However, Mr Tracey said 
the island had ‘several chal-
lenges’.

‘Arran is a high cost, low in-
come economy. This is most 
keenly felt around affordable 
housing. We also face skills’ 
gaps and a high cost of ser-
vices. All of these manifest 
in our biggest challenge, our 
demographics. The last cen-
sus showed a four per cent in-
crease in Scottish island pop-
ulation. Of the seven largest 
islands that make up 75 per 
cent-plus of the island popu-

ulation growth. Two declined 
- one of them was Arran. Fur-
ther, the population from zero  
to 64 years has declined by 
16 per cent. And 34 per cent 
of our population is now over 
65.

‘Failure to change this de-
mographic will challenge the 
social and economic fabric of 
the island.

‘The Arran social and busi-
ness community have a track 
record of making positive 
things happen. With your 
help and the focussed ef-
forts of the Arran Economic 
Group, we will deliver Arran 
- A World Class Island - quite 
simply, because we have to,’ 
Mr Tracey told the minister.

Afterwards Mr Tracey said: 
‘I think the meeting was very 
positive. He was supportive 
of our proposals and seemed 
to take on board a lot of what 
we were saying.’

Let’s make Arran a 
world class island

Councillor Marie Burns, 
North Ayrshire Council’s cab-
inet member for economy and 
employment, said:  ‘The new-
ly formed Arran Economic 
Group will help to maximise 
the potential for wider eco-
nomic growth on Arran. Our 
aim is to have sustainable, 
vibrant and prosperous island 
communities which meet the 
needs of our existing and fu-
ture residents.’

Mr Mackay said: ‘I was 
pleased to meet with a range 
of representatives from the 
Arran Economic Group. The 
entire community has a really 
positive attitude to the chal-
lenges it faces, and the Arran 
Economic Group plays an im-
portant role in responding to 
those.

‘I welcome the group’s early 
work on developing its action 
plan and I was pleased to hear 
about the expected improve-
ments to broadband availabil-
ity in Arran in 2016.

‘I encourage the group to 
look at the model for commu-
nity ownership of telecoms 
infrastructure which has al-
ready been tested in Coll.’ 

Islands Minister Derek 
Mackay has met with young 
people on Arran to seek their 
views on island life.

During a visit to the island, 
Mr Mackay met pupils from 
Arran High School to hear 
about the opportunities and 
challenges of living on Arran.

The students from the senior 
modern studies class asked 
the minister a range of ques-
tions about job opportunities, 
housing, transport, health and 
a range of other topics. 

Afterwards Mr Mackay said 
it had been a good conversa-
tion with the pupils who he  

Minister hears pupils 
views of highland life

The modern studies pupils, who took part in the 
conversation with Mr Mackay 20_b37derek02

Pupils take part in a round-table discussion with Mr 
Mackay 20_b37derek01

said had asked some excellent 
questions which had really 
touched on the subjects 

His visit came ahead of a 
three-month public consul-
tation on plans for more au-
tonomy for Scotland’s islands 
which will be launched later 
this month. 

Islands Bill
The Scottish Government 

will be seeking the views of 
all interested stakeholders to 
help shape the content of a 
future Islands Bill. 

Mr Mackay also held a pub-
lic discussion with represent-
atives from the local commu-

nity and local businesses to 
discuss the plans.

Mr Mackay said: ‘It is a real 
pleasure to be here on Arran 
and a wonderful opportuni-
ty for me to hear the views 
of young people about what 
they think about living on the 
island. 

Consultation
‘Engaging with local com-

munities on the upcoming 
Islands Bill consultation is 
essential. 

‘The consultation will in-
clude looking at the possibili-
ties of providing more power, 
equality and protection for 
the islands to allow them to 
build a more prosperous and 
fairer future for their commu-
nities. 

‘We see the consultation 
as the start of a conversa-

tion with the island councils, 
their communities and wider 
stakeholders over what a fu-
ture bill may look like. 

‘We remain committed to 
supporting local democra-
cy and empowering our is-
land communities to build a 
wealthier and fairer future.’

Councillor Marie Burns, 
North Ayrshire Council’s 
cabinet member for econo-
my and employment, said: ‘I 
was delighted to welcome Mr 
Mackay to Arran today ahead 
of the launch of the public 
consultation over plans for 
greater autonomy for our is-
lands.

‘During the visit we were 

pupils at Arran High School 
about their views on island 
life.’

Pupils asked some excellent 
questions which touched 
on a range of subjects
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ARDROSSAN 
HARBOUR
TO YOUR DESTINATION

Mainland Taxis
07921 998457
01294 463556
Glasgow City Centre £42

Glasgow Airport £35

Prestwick Airport £25

Irvine Central Hospital £14

Crosshouse Hospital £20

Ayr Hospital £32

Troon Harbour £22

Kilmarnock £23

Ayr £28
For other quotes just ask!
Friendly Reliable Service
www.mainland-taxis.co.uk
7 SEATER WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE VEHICLE 
AVAILABLE

Repairs
Spares &   
Servicing

Repairs of:
TV’s, Golf Trolleys 
Music/PA Equipment etc

 All repairs done by a Service Technician 
With 20 yrs experience

 T: 01770 700724  M: 07984029286
     E: bayservices@btinternet.com

Find us on Facebook

Bay Services
Bay Cycles             Bay Electronics

Corrie Film 
Club Showing

The Knockenkelly Burn at 
Sandbraes in Whiting Bay 
20_37fi sh02

ConnectArran 
survey widened
As reported in last week’s 
Banner, ConnectArran is 
doing an island-wide survey 
on connectivity.

It is available online at 
www.surveymonkey.com/r/
connectarran 

ConnectArran now also has 
paper copies for those with 
poor internet access which 
are available at any of the 
Arran Medical Group surger-
ies as well as Bay Stores in 
Whiting Bay and the Byre at 
Brodick and Machrie, where 
they can also be handed in 
once completed.

Street writer 
returns to 
Arran
If folk keep their eyes on 
the Brodick promenade this 
week, (September 10 - 17) 
they might be lucky enough 
to catch Luke Winter hard at 
work on a bench or a grassy 
patch. 

More often than not, Luke is 
to be found beside the River 
Thames in London, outside 
the Tate Modern gallery, 
where he sits with his type-
writer and spontaneously 
writes stories on any subject 
that is requested of him.

Petit Prance, the pseudonym 
he uses, which he describes 
as a disastrously bad pun, 
has taken his street writing to 
Belgium, Spain, France and 
Germany as well as perform-
ing at Scottish festivals such 
as Knockengorroch, Eden 
Festival, and Doune the Rab-
bit Hole. 

If anyone misses him on the 
seafront, Luke’s website can 
be found at www.petitprance.
com

Baby trout death 
mystery in burn

One of the small trout found fl oating in the 
Knockenkelly Burn 

Ilo Ilo (Singapore 2013, 
Cert 12)

originally scheduled for 
August, will be shown this 
month at the Corrie Film 
Club. But please note, this 

which it gets confused with. 

sweetness, humour and hu-
manity from Singapore, a de-

Chen and based on his own 
childhood.

Set in Singapore during the 

chronicles the day-to-day 
drama of the Lim Family, 
troublesome Jiale and his 
stressed parents, Heck and 
Leng. Comfortably middle 
class and with another baby 
on the way, they hire Tere-
sa, a Filipino immigrant as a 
live-in maid and nanny. 

Sannox Village Hall on Sun-
day, September 13 at 8pm.

SEPA has tested
the water and
found no pollutants
A mystery surrounds the 
deaths of a number of baby 
trout in the Knockenkelly 
Burn at Sandbraes. 

Gege Kroner of Whiting 
Bay was out walking with 

came across about 18 small 
dead trout on the banks of the 
burn. ‘They are just little ba-
bies but it was quite shocking 
to see so many little fry bel-
ly-up,’ said Gege.

Gege uploaded a picture that 
she took on her camera phone 
to facebook and was contact-
ed by others. One person told 
Gege they had been walking 
at the burn the day before her 
discovery on Saturday, Sep-
tember 5 and they too noticed 

Another Whiting Bay res-
ident claimed that they had 
seen ‘a man in a boiler suit’ 
spraying what they thought 
was weed killer that is some-
times used to kill knotweed in 
the area but this has not been 
substantiated. Gege said that 
there are about three people 
in the village who were au-
thorised to deal with knot-
weed but that none of them 
were responsible. 

Later in the day, speculation 
took off with some wonder-
ing if silage had seeped into 
the river. Another wondered 
if it could be a leaking septic 
tank that had been responsi-
ble. 

Gege reported the incident 
to Scottish Environment Pro-
tection Agency (SEPA). 

SEPA advised that it had  
tested the water and had 
found no pollutants or any 
land drain discharge into the 
burn. It has contacted organ-
isations in the area and is not 

aware of any form of spray-
ing having taken place but 
it does encourage any infor-
mation that may help, to be 
reported by contacting the 
pollution hotline. It has also 
pledged to do a follow-up 
visit in one week’s time for 
further investigation.

SEPA spokeswoman Gay-
le Howard said: ‘We would 
like to take this opportunity 
to thank the individual who 
contacted us. Reports like 
this enable us to investigate 
pollution concerns quickly 
and take action where re-
quired.  

‘We would also remind 
anyone who is concerned 
about pollution that they can 
always contact our 24-hour 
pollution hotline on 0800 

01292 294000. All calls can 
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Schools see an increase in n

Primary on
in the pict
With the summer holidays over 
and the start of a new school 
term, the Banner visited the is-
land’s seven primary schools to 
see how the P1s were adjusting 
to their new school routines. 

Settled in
 Thankfully, every single one 
has settled in exceptionally well 
and there were many enthu-
siastic faces enjoying the les-
sons and the company of their 

friends, some old, some new, 
when the Banner visited.  

In total there are 33 new pri-
mary one pupils, which is an in-
crease on the 31 of last year but 
still far off the previous year, 
2013, where Arran saw a huge 
intake of 43 P1 pupils. 

This was largely due to the 12 
new pupils at Whiting Bay pri-
mary which boosted the num-
bers for 2013. 

Lamlash primary topped th
tables with the largest intake o
11 this year, closely followe
by Brodick which has had eigh
year-on-year since 2013.

Shiskine saw six P1s includ
ing twins, Eoin and Isaac Jone
who have been causing some o

discerning between the two. 
Whiting Bay primary, th

school where one pupil, Ser

Brodick primary one pupils, left to right:  Kayla Hewie, Herbie Helliwell, Mollie 
Buckby, Jamie Ferguson, Eva McCrae, Lachlan McNicol, Julia Kulis and Kellen Craig 
who posed in their ‘garden’ with Mrs Morag Donaldson, who shares the class with 
Mrs Jackie Colwell. 20_37primary01

Above:
Shiskine primary ones 
left to right: Lily Hendrie, 
Eoin Jones, Ava McNeice, 
Keira Webster, Isaac Jones 
and Daragh McNiven 
with Miss Carol Shaw. Not 
pictured Susan Dobson  
20_37primary05

Lamlash primary new starts left to right : Leo 
Devisme, Liam McCormick, Lewis MacDonald, 
Max Girbow, Callum Glister, Lewis Kilcullen, Conor 
McGarrie, Luke Sedman, Nara Wood, Alyssa Simpson 
and Charlotte Lambie with Mrs Lucy Marriott 

20_37primary02

Pir
is R

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbanner
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new starts

Words and 
photos by 

Colin
Smeeton

nes
ture

he 
of 
ed 
ht 

d-
es, 
of 

he 
ra 

Bibin, politely thanked the Ban-
ner photographer for every pho-
to taken, had four this year, as 
they did the last year. 

At Pirnmill primary, the bright 
and colourful school received 
one new enrolment bringing 
their total pupil count up to 
nine.

Corrie Primary was the only 
school not have any P1s for the 
second time in three years.

The P1s of Whiting Bay Primary, left to right: Sera 
Bibin, Fraser Hackett, Julieta Gray and Greta Renan 
with Mrs Sheila Macalister 20_37primary03

Kilmory primary new starts, left to right: Chloe 
McNeil, Lachlan Smith and Jenny Monteith with Mrs 
Karen Barbour 20_37primary04

rnmill primary’s only P1 this year 
Rosanna Weir 20_37primary07

For more information contact 
the Castle 01770 302202

brodickcastle@nts.org.uk

BRODICK CASTLE & COUNTRY 
PARK WALKS & EVENTS
This week at the Castle……

EVERY TUESDAY  :-
Garden Walk 2 – 3pm
Experience our horticultural highlights!
Outdoor Clothing and stout footwear essential
FREE – (donations appreciated) Meet at Reception Centre

WEDNESDAY 16th SEPT
Roundhouse Open 11am – 3pm
Immerse yourself in Bronze Age life
FREE with Country Park Entry plus £2 per craft activity
No need to book – Roundhouse sign posted from 
Reception 

12th - 15th NOVEMBER
Brodick Castle Winter Art Exhibition 11am- 3 pm                  
A Call for ART!
The island’s premier art exhibition returns. Any local artists 
wishing to exhibit their work within the historic collection of 

PLEASE NOTE: Invitations are being posted to previous 
exhibitors in the next few days
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It pays to advertise in the Arran Banner

THE 
ISLAND’S 

FOUR STAR 
FAMILY  

DAY OUT

Rosaburn, Brodick, Open Daily 10.30am to 4.30pm
Learn about the island’s Social History, Archaeology, The Arran 

Clearances, Farming, Geology and Lots More.
Visit the 19th Century Cottage,  

1940’s Schoolroom, and Blacksmith’s Forge.
Archives and Genealogy researchers welcomed

(on Wednesdays only from 10.30am to 12.30pm and 1.30pm to 3.30pm. or by appointment.)

Children’s Quiz and Playhouse  
 

Lamlash Golf Club Playing membership 
ONLY £100 until Feb 2016
SOCIAL MEMBERSHIP £25

Gents senior open - Friday 23rd September 

 Entry £10 - contact 01770600196

EVERY TUESDAY PLAY A ROUND FOR £10!

available for functions, licensed open to the public Tel: 01770 600296

OPEN FOR FOOD 12 NOON - 9PM DAILY
MONDAY - FRIDAY - 5-6PM - EARLY BIRD SPECIALS FROM £6.50

TAKE AWAY FISH & CHIPS £7.50 - AVAILBLE 7 DAYS A WEEK

SATURDAY IS STEAK NIGHT - 2 COURSE £18

SUNDAY LUNCH SPECIAL - CHOICE OF 3 ROASTS!
2 course £11 or 3 courses £14

children under 12 - Small main and ice cream for £4

BOOKING ADVISABLE FOR SATURDAY AND SUNDAY SPECIALS

Club winners
Congratulations to 
Christine McIlwraith and 
Stewart Cunningham of 
Lamlash, who each won 
£100 in the July and Au-
gust draws of the Lamlash 
Improvements 50-50 Club. 

New members are very 
welcome. Contact Stuart 
Turner on 808181.

The affairs of the charity shop 
Footprints in Brodick have 
been wound up with £1,000 
handed over to help those 
most in need.

Although Footprints was 
only open for a couple of 
years, it was successful  in 
helping many people on Ar-
ran, especially those on low 
income moving into the new 
houses in Lamlash.  

However, without the nec-
essary number of volunteers 
it was impossible to continue 
and the shop in the Douglas 

Founder Judy Draycott 
said: ‘The trustees would like 
to thank all those who gave 
into the shop, without your 
goods many would be still 
struggling and to those who 
gave money on a regular ba-
sis to help with the running 

Visiting poets at
Arran restaurants

Footprints affairs 
are wound up

of the shop. Without either, 
Footprints could not have 
achieved what it did.

‘So, what has happened to 
the items and funds remain-
ing?  Some were taken to the 
Salvation Army in Saltcoats 
and a few needy items to 
Scope. The majority of items 
Sue Girbow took for AR-
CAS, which was such a bless-
ing as we were wondering 
how we were going to move 
a shop full of goods donated 
for a worthy cause on Arran, 
thanks Sue.  

and T shirts which didn’t sell 
in the shop was sold to an-
other and the funds added to 
the residue in the bank. The 
funds remaining, which total 
just under £1,000, have been 
given to Rev Angus Adamson 
to use at his discretion to help 
those on Arran who have fall-
en on hard times, as he sees 

‘On behalf of many people, 
I would just like to say thank 
you for your support,’ Judy 
added.

The Rev Adamson con-
-

ey to Arran Churches Togeth-
er to support its work with the 
ACTS Foodbank to help local 
families in need.

Simon Armitage, left, presents John Foggin with his 
prize at the Little Rock Café

Brodick’s Little Rock Café 
was packed out when the re-
nowned poet and broadcaster 
Simon Armitage paid a visit 
to Arran. 

island for  Simon, who was in 
town to present the prizes for 
this year’s McLellan Poetry 
Competition. On a blowy day 
he had been out on the deck 
of the Caledonian Isles to 
admire the views during the 
crossing.

This year’s competition at-
tracted more than 1,400 en-
tries from all over the world 

-
utation as one of Scotland’s 
foremost literary prizes. In-
troducing the winners, Simon 

Chris Harrison sings one of his Carols from the 
Coalfields at Brodick Bar

Armitage commented on the 
high standard of poems sub-
mitted and said that he had 
found at least 30 poems that 
he felt might have deserved 
the £1,000 prize.

Powerful poem
John Foggin, the overall 

winner this year, had trav-
elled up from his home in 
Yorkshire to read his poem to 
the enthusiastic audience and 
receive his award. ‘Bheinn na 
Caillich’ with its Gaelic title 
and description of the voy-
ages of Viking settlers was a 
powerful poem and seemed 

awarded on a Scottish island. 
The other prizewinning or 

commended poems found 

their inspiration in a be-
wildering variety of sub-
jects ranging from medieval 
mountebanks, to Japanese 
cuisine, to a ghost in the Cam-
bridgeshire fenlands. You can 

website at http://www.arran-
theatreandarts.org/index.php/
poetry-competition

Later in the weekend Si-
mon, whose wife Sue has 
fond memories of holidays 
in Lamlash when she was 
younger, found time to ex-
plore Glen Rosa and attend 
the festival ceilidh in Corrie 
Hall.

Also on the island over the 
same weekend was Chris 
Harrison, a London-based 
musician, who performed his 

songs based on the poems of 
his great-great-grandfather 
Joseph Skipsey, the ‘Pitman 
Poet’. Joined in the Brodick 
Bar by other visiting poets, 
including no less than three 
past winners of the McLellan 
Poetry Prize, the result was an 
evocative evening of ballads 
and poems on the hardships, 
tragedies and satisfactions of 
working life.

Thanks were due to both 
Ailie at Little Rock and Ian 
McFadzean at the Brodick 
Bar for opening their doors to 
host two marvellous festival 
events.

*See pages 8 and 9 for cov-
erage of the McLellan Festi-
val opera gala night.

Open day
19th September

09:00 > 16:30 hours
Cladach team base, come along and meet your team. 
We will be undertaking three local walks in groups 
of 8 max.

contact:
info@glenartney-arran.co.uk to book your place on 
the walk,

planned walks are weather dependant.

1) Three Bienns
2) Goat Fell via Coire Lan
3) Glen Sannox to Glen Rosa over the Saddle

All 3 are Guided by Team Members who are ML 

The team base is open during the day, please come 
along and see how the Team operates. Anyone 
interested in Mountain Rescue and keen to become 
part of your MR team here is a good opportunity to 
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An ambitious programme to 
improve mooring facilities on 
Arran is due to get underway 
this month, providing addi-
tional facilities for boating 
enthusiasts.

More than £120,000 has 
been secured to improve fa-
cilities on Arran and Cum-
brae. Funding has been 
provided by the  Coast-
al  Communities Fund, an 
initiative established by HM 
Treasury and delivered in 
partnership with the Scottish 
Government, (Marine Scot-
land). The award will allow 
North Ayrshire Council to 
install additional moorings in 
Whiting Bay, Blackwaterfoot 
and Pirnmill.

The new moorings will al-
low boat owners to visit these 
locations in the knowledge 

Fundraiser at 
Strabane
Arran Youth Foundations 
will host its annual fundrais-
er on Saturday, September 
19 at Strabane House. The 
open day will see Lady Jean 
open her beautiful gardens to 
once again help raise funds 
for the charity, with teas and 
coffees, home baking and a 

hosted by the young people 
of the group.

The date has been resched-
uled from June, when storms 
forced the youngsters to 
cancel.

The event will run from 
11am to 4pm and visitors 
will be encouraged to make 
a small donation to help the 
group raise funds to support 
the work they do with the 
island’s youngsters.

Youth worker Graeme 
Johnston said: ‘The commu-
nity is always very support-
ive of our events and I hope 
we get another great turnout 
this time around. It would 
mean a lot to the group.’

out how to get involved with 
the project.

Sunfl ower winners Alison Bilsland, judge Nicol Hume, 
holding David’s trophy, and Aileen Latona. 

New moorings 
facilities boost 
for villages 

that their boats, weighing up 
to 10 tons, are secured to a 
fully serviced berth. Work is 
underway to investigate the 
potential for improved step-
ashore facilities linked to the 
moorings. This will further 
enable Clyde sailors’ explora-
tion of the islands and all they 
have to offer.

Proposals for the  new boat-
ing amenities have been de-
veloped in association with 
the local communities, and 
they will be managed in part-
nership between North Ayr-
shire Council and VisitArran.

Councillor Marie Burns, 
cabinet member for economy 
and employment, said: ‘The 
isle of Arran is very popular 
for tourists and boat owners 
who visit this destination and 
bring in much-needed busi-

ness to local shops, hotels and 
restaurants. This is the reason 
the council, together with 
its key partners, has secured 
the funding to develop the 
moorings which better meet 
the needs of our visitors and 
tourists.’

Sheila Gilmore, VisitArran,  
said: ‘These moorings add to 
the existing stock in Lochran-
za, Brodick and Lamlash and 
will be a great asset to Arran 
enabling leisure craft to vis-
it the island and moor in lo-
cations which did not lend 
themselves to such before. 

‘VisitArran is delighted to 
have been involved in these 
developments from the outset 
and sees these moorings as a 
great start to further develop-
ing marine infrastructure on 
the island.’

Alison Bilsland won the an-
nual Brodick Golf Club sun-

best in show. David Hendry 
took the prize for the tallest 
plant with a height of 7ft 8in.

Alison proves she 

For the third year running 
Wyllie Hume was runner up 

Aileen Latona won the prize 
for the farthest travelled - all 
the way from Shiskine in her 
Fiat Panda.

Moorings add to existing stock on Arran 
and will be a great asset to the island 

The Arran Banner? 

01770 302142
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The talented young singers and 
musicians attending the Arran 
summer school this year gave 
a splendid opera concert in the 
community theatre last Friday.

Billed as a ‘Night to Remem-
ber’ the evening of opera and 
operatta certainly lived up to 
its name.

This year 14 singers and two 
accompanists from all over 
the UK, who are undergradu-

Summer school students serve up a musical treat

A night at the 
opera is one to 
be remembered

ate or postgraduate students at 
the Royal Northern College of 
Music in Manchester, attended 
the sixth summer school or-
ganised by Peter Wilson on the 
island.

And at their showcase gala 
evening they showed off what 
they had learned with a diverse 
range of opera works.

the students tackle songs from 

the operas of Handel, Mozart, 
Verdi and Puccini to name but 
a few.

The second half was lighter 
with music from shows and 
operattas from the likes of Of-
fenbach, Cole Porter and Kern.

And the two hours of joyous 
entertainment was rounded 
off by a stunning group per-
formance of the Rodgers and 
Hammerstein song ‘If You 
Walk Through a Storm’ from 
Carousel.

The only disappointment of 
the night was the fact that the 
evening was two performances 
short due to the illness of one 
of the singers Matthew Nuttall.

And the students were back 
in Lamlash on Sunday night 
to give more solo performanc-
es before joining together to 
perform Haydn’s Nelson Mass 
with the McLellan Festival 
Chorus made up of local sing-
ers.

Brian McNamee and Arthur Bruce perform Bizet’s Pearl 
Fishers’ Duet 20_b37opera01

Isabella Gage performs 
Handel’s O Sleep, why dost 
thou leave me?
 20_b37opera03

Puccini’s Sloe e amore 
performed by Christopher 
Littlewood 20_b37opera05

Isabella Gage and Dominic Stewart perform Love 
Unspoken from the Merry Widow 20_b37opera12

Lara Rebekah Harvey and Francesca Letch perform 
Offenbach’s Barcarolle 20_b37opera13

Sarah Gilford gives 
a fine rendition of 
Kern’s On my lips 
every kiss is like wine 
20_b37opera16

The pianists, left to right: Mi
applause of the cast and the

The singers with a rousing finale of the song If You Walk 
through a Storm from Carousel 20_b37opera18

INVITATION
The Big Arran Feast & Zero Waste Arran

Challenge - Exhibition - Competitions
Saturday 12th September  Whiting Bay Hall

From 11.30am - FREE - All day café
All Welcome
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James Berry and Sarah 
Gilford perform Mozart’s 
Papageno, Papagena duet 
20_b37opera04

Rachel Abbot sings Mozart’s Come Scoglio accompanied by Daniel Browell 20_b37opera10

Lara Rebekah Harvey gives an animated performance of Cole Porter’s The Oyster 
Song accompanied by Roderick Barrand 20_b37opera15

ichael Davies, Daniel Browell and Roderick Barrand take the 
e audience 20_b37opera20

David Cane gives a 
dramatic performance of 
Soliloquy from Carousel 
20_b37opera17

ADVERTORIAL

Help Argyll secure a 
skilled local workforce 

Argyll College UHI Board Member appointment
We are looking for up to 3 individuals to join the Board of Management of 

Argyll College UHI, one of the major success stories in Argyll and the islands. 
You will have a strong commitment to the area served by our College and the belief 

that we can develop and increase further and higher education opportunities.

You should be able to demonstrate an understanding of the value and importance of 
education and training to the future economic prosperity of Argyll and the islands 

and a commitment to the highest standards of governance.  

As a Company director and Charity Trustee of the College, you will be part of the 
Board during a period of considerable change and opportunity for this area and the 

future of further and higher education in the region. Board members are responsible 
for the leadership, management and direction of the College across its 14 campuses 

and learning centres. 

We are particularly seeking members with experience as a local employer, in 

come from the commercial, third or public sectors.  

The key requirement is a willingness to give time and energy to assist with the 
effective governance of the College. 

A commitment of approximately 15 days per academic year is required.

These positions are not remunerated; however, reasonable expenses may be claimed. 

Further information, in the form of an application pack, can be obtained by 
emailing Pauline Cameron, Secretary to the Board: pauline.cameron@uhi.ac.uk. 

 Applications, which must include a CV and cover letter may be submitted by email or by post 
to Pauline Cameron, Argyll College (UHI) Ltd, Oban Campus, Glenshellach Business Park, Oban, 

PA34 4RY by Thursday 21 September 2015. Interviews will be held on 7 October in Oban. 

We are particularly keen to welcome applications from women who are currently 
under-represented in the College’s governance structure. 

With an expanding 
portfolio of cours-
es, increasing student 
numbers and a vision 
to become the heart of 
further and higher edu-
cation in the area, Ar-
gyll College UHI has 
an exciting future – 
and is seeking commu-
nity leaders to be a part 
of it.

The college is invit-
ing applications from 
prospective board 
members to help 
guide the organisation 
through a period of sig-

velopment.
More than 1,500 stu-

gyll College across its 
15 campuses and learn-
ing centres last year 
and the organisation 
expects the number of 
higher education stu-
dents to rise by 30 per 
cent in the coming aca-
demic period. The col-
lege is an academic 

Be part of the exciting 
future of Argyll College

Some of the college’s 2015 graduates

partner of the Universi-
ty of the Highlands and 

ing contributor to the 
economic development 
of the region.

College Board Chair 

“This is an exciting time 
for everyone involved 

lished in 1997.

more than 40 commer-

cial courses for both 
individuals and compa-
ny-sponsored employ-
ees from health and 
safety to management 
development.

“For the next chap-

experienced, dynamic 
and inspirational lead-
ers to join our talented 
board of directors. By 
adding extra skills to 
our directorate, Argyll 
College can continue 

force for the prosperity 
of the area.”

In 2015/16 the col-

est ever range of full-
time higher and further 
education courses, 
from Business Admin-
istration to Construc-
tion and Engineering. 

And the institution is 
this year offering for 

sional Graduate Diplo-

and Bute Council.

make a real differ-
ence to your commu-
nity, and you have the 
skills and experience to 
contribute to this pro-
gressive and develop-
ing organisation, con-

Secretary to the Board, 
on 07917 791591 or at 
pauline.cameron@uhi.
ac.uk for more infor-
mation.
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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Arran
Deliveries
Glasgow Depot
Arran Deliveries
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow G14 OHB

Arran Deliveries
The Parcel Point
Harbour Road,  
Ardrossan
North Ayrshire  
KA22 8BZ

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
Daily collection throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and surrounding districts

Tel: 01475 676 255
Fax: 01294 469 492

Open Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm
Accepting goods destined  
for the island

We deliver the goods
not excuses

press policy

 your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 
words in length for publication on this page. The 
editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses 
must be supplied, including on e-mails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime telephone number is also 
required for verification. Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact telephone number will not 
be printed. Please write or fax to: Letters Page, The 
Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran. 
E-mail editor@arranbanner.co.uk

WE AT the Arran Banner endeavour to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply with the Editors’ Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). We 
realise, however, that mistakes happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us, please let us know as soon as possible by 
any of the three methods: emailing editor@arranbanner.co.uk; 
telephoning the senior reporter on 01770 302142 or write to the 
Editor at Wyvex Media, Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, Oban, 
PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your issue in a timeous, reasonable 
and amicable manner. However, if you are unsatisfied with our 
response, you can contact IPSO, which will investigate the mat-
ter. You can either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 2220 or email 
inquiries@ipso.co.uk. IPSO is an independent body which deals 
with complaints from the public about the editorial content of 
newspapers and magazines. We will abide by the decision of IPSO.

Jesus said: ‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will be 
shown mercy.’ (Matthew 5:7)

Help for elderly
Sir,
Some time ago an 86-year-
old was caused much distress 
at Central Station in Glasgow 
being turned away from the 
4.40pm boat train because 
staff didn’t know the regu-
lations for concession ticket 
holders from Arran going for 
the ferry at ‘rush hour’. We 
took up her case, and sever-
al other people with similar 
experiences, by correspond-
ing with the relevant author-
ities on her behalf. Perhaps 
no one could help you under-
stand the services available to 
help you in your own home 

are now? Maybe you have a 
neighbour needing assistance 
and you don’t know where 
to access information. Or it 
may be just that you feel you 
should be more engaged in 
advocacy and being informed 
on issues that affect you now 
or may do a few years down 
the line. 

Isle of Arran Elderly Forum 
helps older people - 55 years 
and over - keep in touch with 
issues concerning those with 
the experience of years. At 
monthly meetings we are in-
formed of the work of North 
Ayrshire Council and oth-
er organisations and island 
groups on issues that concern 
us. 

Once every three months 
we have interesting speakers 
whose work affects our lives 
– a team talked on mental 
health and wellbeing includ-
ing the manager of the new 
Montrose House, facilities at 
Aramcara, dementia respite 
care, how and who cares for 
older people. Another day 
the youth worker from Arran 
Youth Foundations brought 
us up to speed on what young 
people are engaged in on the 

responder gave us a most in-
formative and graphic pres-
entation on CPR and  the 

-
chines which are dotted all 
over the island. There was no 
room for ‘I cannae dae that’.  

Recently we hosted a joint 
meeting with North Ayrshire 
elderly forums, sharing mu-
tual concerns and enjoying 
lunch together. Oh yes, we 

men and women in AEF have 
a social side - an annual lunch 
together, a summer outing.

This year it was a sail on the 
Waverley, at discount rates 
of course, and a day in Largs 
with members and friends in 
sunny weather.

Why not come along and 
join us - be informed, help 
reform and transform our 
community and not just for 
ourselves but for those less 
able to get out and about, 
helping us be good neigh-
bours. Join our next meeting 
in the Ormadale Sports Pa-
vilion at 10.40am for a cuppa 
before the 11am meeting on 
Wednesday, September 16. 
See you there. 

Yours,
Helen Kerr
Shiskine

Misplaced spending
Sir,
Re the new ferry announce-
ment in last week’s Banner.

This news was expected for 
quite a while, however, the 
promises made by CalMac 
(and the government) were 
for two vessels, smaller ones 
but with much more frequen-
cy. 

Now we will get another 
Leviathan again, probably 
not really suitable for Ardros-
san and at an atrocious cost of 
nearly £50 million. I read in 
that eye-opening book ‘Who 
pays the Ferryman?’ from 
Roy Pedersen (available at 
Book and Card shop, as well 
as at the library) of a similar 
situation in the Pentland Firth 
(mainland to the Orkneys) 
has been done for a fraction 
of the cost and at a cheaper 
price for the users. 

This massive funding, 
which will be spent for a 
single vessel, in conjunction 
with the new high-faluting 
Brodick pier extension, is 
really misplaced in today’s 
world of austerity. The gov-
ernment should better use this 
money, saved with a much 
humbler solution which 
serves us and our guests 
much better, for supporting 
the people fallen into the aus-
terity trap from the stories. 
Yours,

Bruno Baumgärtner
Corriecravie

Clyde pride
Sir,
I write with interest following 
the front page headline news 
concerning the latest ferry 
vessel for the crossings to and 
from the Isle of Arran.

Whilst I am sorry the con-
tract for the construction of 
this vessel never came to 
Birkenhead, I am pleased that 
it is to be built on the Clyde.

Fergusons Ship Builders 
have built a number of ves-
sels for Clyde and Hebridean 
waters and I am sure the ves-
sel will be built to Fergusons’ 
marvellous standards of qual-
ity and reliability. 

All we need now is for 
CalMac to keep the con-
tract for the operation of 
this vessel and keep the tra-
dition in full Scottish hands. 
Yours,

J Hughes
Wirral
Cheshir

McLellan thank you
Sir,
On behalf of the steering 
group of the McLellan Arts 
Festival and Peter Wilson 
and colleagues of the Arran 
Summer School I would like 
to thank the many people on 
Arran who have supported 
the festival this year and also 
who have helped in so many 
ways.

Little Rock proved to be an 
ideal venue for  Simon Armit-
age – thanks to staff there 
for contributing towards the 
success of the event and to 
all those who organised it, 
especially Cicely Gill and 
David Underdown. Thanks 
are also due to Corrie and 
Sannox Village Hall which 
hosted the Poetry Workshop 
with Simon Armitage and the 
ceilidh at which we were all 
entertained so wonderfully 
by Stuart Gough, the Taiko 
Drummers and the Arran Jazz 
Cafe Band and fed so well by 
all those kind folk who pro-
vided supper.

Grateful thanks to Corrie 
Church, Angus Adamson, 
the stirring recitations of Ar-
ran Burn by Sheila Gilmore, 
Stuart Gough and John Sillars 
and the glorious singing of 
the summer school students 

at the McLellan church ser-
vice.

Also thanks to Whiting Bay 
Hall and to Andy McCallum 
for providing an excellent 
venue for Weaving Musi-
cal Threads  and to Lamlash 

ideal space for the adult mu-
sic workshops and, on that, 
a warm thank you to Chris 
Harrison and Jan Anderson 
for leading these.

Altachorvie provided a wel-
coming and elegant setting 
for the joint event with the 
Saltire Society on Scottish 
painting – thanks to Hazel 
Gardiner for her sterling ef-
forts towards this. Altachor-
vie was also a wonderful 
home for the music students 
of the summer school during 
their stay so thank you to Joni 
Keen and staff for facilitating 
this.

Brodick Bar once again 
proved to be an ideal spot for 
the Arran and Beyond poet-
ry and music event whilst 
the staff of KA Leisure and 
MITE could not have been 
more helpful when it came 
to the performances in the 
community theatre of the In-
depen – Dance, Opera Gala 
and the Nelson Mass. Thanks 
here also to Diana and Doug-
las Hamilton for rehearsal of 
the chorus for the Mass and 
to all those who made up the 
McLellan Arts Festival Cho-
rus. We must thank again the 
members of Arran Singers 
who made such a generous 
donation towards the expens-
es of the summer school.

We are also grateful to the 
local press in publicising and 
reviewing the events, to Rus-
sell Porter and Ed O’Don-
nelly for help in preparing 
publicity materials, to Arran 

-
vices, to Arran Events and 
the Book and Card Shop for 
selling tickets, to Visit Arran 

-
port, to Ann Hume, Katharine 
O’Donnelly and Simon Sloan 
for help with publicity on 

course, to all those audience 
members who attended the 
performances

Yours,
Heather Gough
McLellan Arts Festival

Arran can be world class
Arran wants to be a world class island by 2020.

That is the target of the newly-formed Arran Economic 
Group and the simple answer to ‘why?’ is ‘because we 
have to’.

The island may be, on the face of it, doing pretty well. 
But if Arran is to reverse the trend of its worrying ageing 
demographic, action needs to be taken - and soon.

But just what does becoming a world-class island entail?
Collaboration is the name of the collective game and 

since the new group was formed out of the Brodick Har-

into an 18-month single-phased improvement programme, 
it has already proved it can get things done.

While the full group will only meet four times a year, a 
steering group will get together every couple of  weeks 
and the new Arran development director, who is presently 
being hired, will have a daily role to press plans forward.

that need to be urgently addressed: infrastructure, busi-
ness growth, housing and land, skills development and the 
Arran economy.

Many of these go hand in hand. Because business growth 
is being hampered by skill shortages, which are being 
hampered by the availability of affordable housing for  in-
coming workers.

The Arran Economic Group wants to see housing linked 
to economic need and any government initiatives that 
could assist this, such as the new rural housing fund, 
should be investigated.

Improved infrastructure is, of course, also vital, if the is-

of a two-ferry service from the new £20 million Brodick 
harbour could see communing from the island to the cen-
tral belt a realistic prospect and bring younger people and 
their families to the island.

Communications too must be improved for businesses 
on the island to stay in better touch with their customers 
which are now scattered far and wide.

All of which would have been known to the Islands Min-
ister Derek Mackay before his visit to Arran this week. But 
it is always useful to have a positive plan in place when 
you have the ear of a government minister.

Politicians always like to help communities which are 
seen to be helping themselves. 
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An Arran man is this weekend 
tackling a gruelling challenge 
to raise money for charity.

Walter Brown, 64, from 
Kildonan, is trying to com-
plete the National 3 Peaks 
Challenge, along with his 
colleagues from the RR Don-
nelley Team.

The 3 Peaks Challenge con-
sists of a hike up Ben Nevis in 
Scotland (a 10.5-mile round 
trip to the summit at 4.409 
ft), followed by a scramble 
up Scafell Pike in England 
(six miles there and back to 

a climb to the peak of Mount 
Snowdon in Wales (3,560 ft 
and seven miles in all back to 
the bottom).  

The whole exercise has to 
be completed within 24 hours 
- a limit which includes driv-
ing time between the peaks of 
more than 10 hours in good 

over 460 miles.
Walter, director of corpo-

rate services in legal servic-
es, said: ‘Signing up for this 
event was not an easy deci-
sion - although the spirit was 

was rather weak. However, 
the cause was good and the 
mountains were there to be 
climbed!’

Training
Walter takes part in the Ar-

ran Mountain Festival every 
year with his wife and he 
started training for the three 
peaks challenge by upping 
his game this year and choos-

routes. Since the festival in 
May, Walter’s climbed Goat-
fell several times, Ben Nevis 
and Scafell Pike, as well as 
cycling 92 kilometres around 
Arran in August. The cycle 
part of his training involved 

200 metres above sea level 
on day one and an impressive 
875-metre climb in the moun-
tains the following day.  

He said: ‘I am delighted to 
say I have raised more than 
£2,850 which exceeds my in-
itial target.’

Walter is raising money for 
I CAN which works to foster 
the development of speech, 
language and communication 
skills in all children with a 
special focus on those who 

communication disability.
Anyone wishing to support 

Walter can do so at: www.jist-
giving.com/WalterBrown7/ 
or text WBIC64 with a dona-
tion to 70070.

An old stone jetty on Holy 
Isle is to be converted into a 
mediation platform.

It is an exciting and collab-
orative project between the 
Holy Isle Project, its parent 
Samye Ling Buddhist monas-
tery in Lockerbie and Re-Vi-
talise, a tai chi, yoga and med-
itation retreat company which 
has been holding retreats on 
Holy Isle since 2006.

Re-Vitalise is run by Denise 
and Andy Spragg who need 
to raise £5,000 to complete 
the project. 

Volunteers on the island 
built a new landing platform 
in 2013 allowing easier ac-
cess to the island. The old 
stone jetty has since been 
falling into disrepair.

One of the guests on Re-Vi-
talise’s 2013 retreat, Ken 
Robertson, had the idea of 
converting this old stone jetty 
into a meditation platform us-
ing marine grade timber, and 
drew up sketches. Another 
guest, David Miller, a struc-
tural engineer, agreed it was 
possible and from there, the 
idea was born. 

Once completed, the plat-
form would be available for 
meditation, personal yoga 
practice or simply to sit and 

Arran man 
takes on 
3 Peaks 
Challenge

Meditation platform plan 
for old jetty on Holy Isle

The old stone jetty has fallen into disrepair.

The project team, left to right: Denise and Andy Spragg, David Miller and Ken 
Robertson.

An artist’s impression of how the platform will look 
when it is completed.

contemplate. The jetty oc-
cupies a wonderful position 
outside the front of the retreat 
centre, with stunning views 
across the water to Lamlash 
Bay.

In the spring this year, Den-
ise and Andy, together with 
David and Ken, were hon-
oured to meet with Lama 
Yeshe Rinpoche, abbot of 
Samye Ling, to discuss the 
plan with him and ask if this 
would be something that 

Funds
He gave his blessing for the 

project and, since then, work 
has begun to source the mate-
rials and raise the funds need-
ed to complete the work. 

The monastery’s architect, 
Howard Sargent, drew up de-
tailed plans. Work would be 
carried out by a team of vol-
unteers who have previously 
attended a retreat on Holy 
Isle, combined with tai chi 
and meditation to ease those 
aching muscles. 

The project will cost £5,000 
to complete, and Re-Vitalise 
is looking for help to raise the 
funds. 

Denise said: ‘We are look-
ing for people who would 
be willing to pledge money 

to the project. Holy Isle has 
an amazing, natural, spiritual 
feel to it. 

‘The hard-working volun-
teers who run the place are 
wonderful hosts and establish 
the perfect location for mind-
fulness pursuits,’ she added.

If  this is something that 
would of interest, please 
go to: www.crowdfunder.
co.uk/holy-isle-jetty-project 
or http://www.thejetty.life/ 
or contact Andy on 07780 
991952 or Denise on 07814 
469710.

WIN!
a case of 
sparkling wine 
Six to give away

Award-winning McGuigan Wines is giving six lucky readers the chance to win a 
case of their brand new sparkling McGuigan Frizzante. 
The McGuigan Frizzante is bursting with soft lemon and apple fruit characters . 
The wine is crafted from some of the fi nest grapes in South Eastern Australia’s 
sunny climate. McGuigan Frizzante is full of lively yet delicate bubbles that give 
a crisp and refreshing sparkling wine. The acidity is perfectly balanced with soft 
citrus fruits and a hint of dryness. www.mcguiganwines.co.uk
For a chance to win a case of McGuigan Frizzante, simply answer this easy 
question, complete the form and send to Wyvex Media, McGuigan Comp, PO Box 
1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Entries must be submitted by Wednesday, September 
23rd, 2015. Entrants must be 18 or over. Winners will be asked to collect their 
prize in person along with proof of age from their local Wyvex Media offi  ce. 

In which Australian state will you find Sydney? 
a) New South Wales b) New South Scotland 
c) New South England

Answer................................................... ..........................................................
Name..................................................... ..........................................................
Address ...........................................................................................................
...............................................................Postcode...........................................
Telephone..............................................Email .................................................
Terms and conditions: Entrants must be 18 years old or over and be available to collect in person from a local Wyvex Me-
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The 40th anniversary of th

A trip on the Wav
for an unforgetta

The Waverley’s paddles leave a trail behind her 20_b37wave06

The Waverley has just completed its summer sailings 
in the west coast waters of Scotland in what is her 40th 
anniversary in preservation. She is a regular visitor to 
both Brodick and Lochranza over the summer months 
and the Banner joined a trip along the Arran coast. The 
paddle steamer has now headed south to ply her trade 
in the Bristol Channel, the south coast of England and 

in Scotland next month. Here the late John ‘Skipper’ 
Easton tells the story of the famous boat. 

PHOTOGRAPHS by HUGH BOAG
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

She is graceful, smart and at-
tracts attention wherever she 
goes. She is the Waverley, 
the last paddle steamer to put 
to sea, which this year cele-
brates her 40th anniversary in 
preservation.

Her operators, Waverley 
Excursions, have hosted a 
variery of celebratory events 
in all areas in which the Clyde 
icon has made her mark dur-
ing a remarkable voyage of 
discovery.

This last working remnant 
of a bygone era now success-

of the Waverley Steam Nav-
igation Company but after a 
series of early setbacks the 
Waverley was said to be in 
the hands of ‘steamer dream-
ers’.

However, all that has 
changed as in 40 years she 
has now carried the aston-
ishing total of more than 

1975 and is viewed by Clydeside 
local authorities as an important 
part of their tourism offerings,  

economies and communities. 
She is above all a ‘Glesca’ boat, 

launched on October 2 1946 
from the former A and J Inglis 
yard near where the Glasgow 
Riverside Museum now stands 
and later towed to Greenock 
where her triple expansion steam 

and Blackmore Ltd. They are 
now known as ‘working dino-
saurs’ and are arguably the ship’s 
major attraction.

Originally operated by the Lon-
don and North Eastern Railway 
with her distinctive red, white 
and black funnels, Waverley 

the Three Lochs excursion from 
Craigendoran to Lochgilphead 
and Arrochar, which make her 
current travels round large parts 
of Britain’s coastline all the more 
remarkable and challenging.

Her sale for one pound by 
Caledonian MacBrayne to the 
Scottish branch of the Paddle 
Steamer Preservation Society 
in 1973 has been well docu-
mented. Thus began a preser-

imagination of the public and 
introduced an entire new gen-
eration to the delights of coast-
al cruising.

Douglas McGowan and Terry 
Sylvester, decided that Waver-
ley would have to break new 
horizons if long-term preser-
vation was to be sustained and 
in 1977 Waverley headed for 
Liverpool, a brave decision as 
no Clyde paddle steamer had 

A plaque tells the story of the
20_b37wave02

The gleaming engine room 20_b37wave10

A mirror image from the back of Holy Isle showing the Stevenson lighthouse 
20_b37wave08

Great white swell from the paddles as the boat docks at Brodick 20_b37wave18

The Waverley leaves Arran heading for Largs 20_b37wave20 
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he last paddle steamer

verley makes
able day out

left her home waters since the 
war. In the same year came one 
of the darkest hours, a ground-
ing on the Gantocks rocks off 
Dunoon which almost led to 
the steamer being declared a 
total constructive loss. Among 
the heroes was the US Navy 
from the Holy Loch which ar-
rived on the scene with an ar-
ray of heavy-duty pumps.

The special relationship was 
very much in evidence. As the 
Commander put it: ‘Gee we’re 
going to save this grand old 
lady for your nation.’

Waverley was virtually re-
built in 2000/2003 at the for-
mer George Prior yard in Great 
Yarmouth with the aid of more 

than £3m from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund. And in 2011 Eu-
roMillions lottery jackpot win-
ners Chris and Colin Weir, from 
Largs, stepped in with a sub-
stantial donation to help avert a 

There has been a long list of 
devoted folk over the years from 
within and outwith the Paddle 
Steamer Preservation Society 
who have devoted time, money 
and skills to the Waverley cause.

The present chief executive is 
Kathleen O’Neill, who heads a 
handful of full-time employees 

-
gow.

Trained as an accountant, she 
has been with WEL since 1999 
and has been in her current role 
for more than four years. She 
said: ‘My main challenge is to 

-
imum of £14,000 every day the 
steamer is scheduled to sail.

‘Since 1999 the cost of fuel has 
rocketed by 654 per cent and re-

undoubtedly the single biggest 
cost but the principal factor that 
dictates the success of the season 
is the weather. We are always 
looking at ways of reducing costs 

-
come.’ Senior Master Captain 
Andy O’Brian spent two teenage 
summers as assistant purser with 
CalMac on the Glen Sannox, Sat-
urn and Clansman. In the course 
of a 24-year career with CalMac 

he worked his way up from 
‘gangway boy’ to relief chief 

season in Waverley com-
mand. 

He said: ‘Regulatory envi-
ronment has made commer-
cial operation of an old steam-

Three years ago we thought 

closing for us and we would 
all have to look for a new job.

‘We are in a better position 
now, but there is always a 
challenge on the horizon.’

Paddle steamers made a 

the war effort as minesweep-
ers in both World Wars and 
indeed Waverley is named 
after her predecessor which 
performed a heroic role at 
Dunkirk in May 1940 before 
being sunk by enemy action.

With a three-year funding 
package now agreed with 
Glasgow and four other 
Clyde local authorities, there 
is optimism that Waverley 
will continue to sail for the 
foreseeable future and that 
the public will contininue to 
give extensive support.

A day out aboard Waverley 
is a unique and unforgettable 
experience.

* In tribute to journalist and 
Waverley enthusiast John 
‘Skipper’ Easton who died in 
June.

The Waverley pulls away from Brodick pier 20_b37wave01

e previous Waverley vessel 

The famous twin funnels of the 
paddle steamer 20_b37wave03

The Waverley takes the inside route around Holy Isle on the return trip 20_b37wave14

The paddle steamer ploughs through the sea with Pladda in the distance 20_b37wave12 

Captain Andy O’Brian and Stan Michita on the bridge 20_b37wave16
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A chough pictured on Colonsay in May 2007

Society learns about the
chough on Colonsay 
The Arran Natural History 
Society began its new season 
of meetings on Thursday, Au-
gust 3 with David Jardine’s 
illustrated talk about the is-
land of Colonsay.

David is a past president of 
the Scottish Ornithologists’ 
Club with a long relationship 
with Colonsay, one of the 
Inner Hebrides lying to the 
north of Islay and to the south 
of  Mull. 

David has been visiting and 
studying the wildlife on the 
island of Colonsay since the 
1960s. He is a bird ringer and 
talked about many aspects 
of the island’s birdlife, as 

Mesolithic shell middens on 
Oronsay.

According to Frank Fraser 
Darling, ‘Colonsay and 
Oronsay together might well 
be looked upon as the epit-
ome of the West Highland 
world in its full range and 
consequence of Atlantic ex-
posure and sheltered mild-
ness’. It is Argyll’s largest 
seabird colony with as many 
as 26,469 guillemots as well 
as other seabirds. David was 
able to discuss the historical 
trends in the populations of 

these birds from the evidence 
found in the shell middens.

He also talked about the 
corncrake and the conserva-
tion efforts for it on Colonsay 
and Islay.

The main focus of the talk, 
however, was that beautiful 
corvid, the chough. The 2002 
Census found on Colonsay 
14 to 18 pairs and on Islay 
64 pairs. David explained the 
breeding cycle of these birds 
and discussed in detail the 
research on the factors that 
seem to play a part in its suc-
cess or otherwise.

year survival, not breeding 
success or adult survival, and 

this in turn is linked to weath-
er, in particular the temper-
ature in late summer before 

late winter before laying. 
These have presumed ef-

fects on numbers of soil in-
vertebrates. However other 
factors may also play a part 
and the research continues.

This was a fascinating and 
informative look at this beau-
tiful island, not so far from 
Arran, and at one of its iconic 
birds.

The next meeting is on the 
Thursday, October 1 at 8pm 
in the Ranger Centre, when 
Anthony McCluskey will 
give a talk on bumblebees.

More than 120 visitors and 
members of the Shiskine Val-
ley community and their fam-
ilies enjoyed a traditional, sit-
down, afternoon tea party on 

Shiskine tea party raises £850

Visitors and members enjoy tea and cakes

The well-attended Shiskine tea party in full swing

Jean Lammie receives her honorary membership from 
Evelyn Hamilton, president of Shiskine WI

Saturday, August 29.  There 
was a wonderful help-your-
self selection of tempting 
home-baked cakes and  bis-
cuits and sandwiches and the 

tables were absolutely laden 
with sweet treats.  

Traditional, some might say 
‘old-fashioned’, cups, sau-
cers and plates sparkled on 
the tables laid out with table-

One grandson asked his 
granny: ‘What’s this for?’ 
Granny replied: ‘That’s a sau-
cer, it goes under your cup.’ 

He had never seen a saucer 
in his life.  

The big highlight of the af-
ternoon was the presentation 
of honorary membership of 
Shiskine WI to Jean Lam-
mie by Evelyn Hamilton, the 
President of Shiskine SWI. 

Jean has been a member for 
more than 50 years and dur-
ing this time she has been a 
invaluable asset to the SWRI.

Eilidh Hamill from Shiskine 
was lucky enough to win 
the traditional luxury ham-
per which undoubtedly the 
Hamill family enjoyed over 
the next few days.

The WI wished to thank 
all of the members who so 
generously baked all the de-
licious cakes, biscuits, me-
ringues and those who made 
so many sandwiches.

A special mention too was 
made for those who valiantly 

poured the many cups of tea 
and coffee and other drinks 
all afternoon. Thanks too, 
went to the washer-uppers, 
especially Morag Murchie, 
who didn’t leave the sink all 
afternoon.

The Christmas party for 
local children has been or-
ganised by the WI for many 
years and it is always an af-
ternoon of party food, fun, 
games, gifts and jollity with 
Santa and Fairy Nough mak-
ing an appearance. With the 
£850 raised at the tea party, 
the 2015 Christmas party is 
guaranteed be another roar-
ing success.

Annual Review
NHS Ayrshire & Arran’s 2015 Annual Review will 

take place on: 
Tuesday 22 September 2015 at 1.30pm 

Common rooms 1 and 2
MacDonald Education Centre

University Hospital Ayr

This year’s review is non-ministerial and will be chaired by  

Dr Martin Cheyne, Chairman of Ayrshire and Arran NHS Board.

Members of the public are welcome to come along to observe 

and listen to the meeting and take part in the question and 

answer session. 

If you would like to attend please call freephone 0800 169 1441 

or email comms@aaaht.scot.nhs.uk 

Also let us know if you have any special requirements.

Caring 

Our values
RespectfulSafe

Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/nhsaaa

Follow us on Twitter @NHSaaa

Visit our website: www.nhsaaa.net

All our publications are available in other formats

Working together to achieve the healthiest 
life possible for everyone in Ayrshire and Arran
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Kids - don’t just sit there - do 
something!

Ross Dobson is interviewed on camera by 
weatherman Sean Batty as other AYF members 
look on during his trip to Arran in June for the STV 
Children’s Appeal from which the project has received 
funding    20_b37youth01

Arran Youth Foundations has 
relaunched its weekly activi-
ties for the new school term, 
and youth worker Graeme 
Johnston reckons young peo-
ple should grab the opportu-
nities on offer to them with 
both hands.
 Speaking after a summer 
packed with events and trips 
to the mainland, as highlight-
ed in the Banner last week, 
Graeme says the group is 
doing more than ever for the 
island’s youths, highlighting 
the fact that all activities are 
provided completely free of 
charge.
 ‘Everything we do is open 
to all young people of high 
school age, so every young 
person on the island should 
feel more than welcome to 
come along at any time. The 
wide scope of what AYF now 
provides means there really is 
something for everyone.
 ‘On a Monday, we teach 
young people cooking and 
baking. This has twice cul-
minated in the group host-
ing their own night at the 
Auchrannie’s 1869 for invit-
ed parents. The young folk 
at cooking club are currently 
writing, illustrating and pro-
ducing their own recipe book, 
which looks set to be great.
 ‘On Wednesdays, we run 

group has produced all sorts 
- zombie horrors, shorts pro-
moting the high school, a clip 
for Arran Medical Group - 
and is currently working on 
an advert on behalf on Visi-
tArran which looks impres-
sive so far.
 ‘Most importantly, group 
members have the opportuni-
ty to work towards National 
4, National 5 and Highers 

massive opportunity for our 
youngsters, especially an-
yone wishing to go on and 

Cooking up a storm at the parent’s night at the Auchrannie back in March 20_b37youth02

work in this sort of industry.’
 Thursdays see the group 
run two weekly sessions: a 
mixed-ability running club 
with Laura Aitcheson, and 
youth forum at the cabins be-
hind the high school. Young 
people form a committee 
which aims to discuss and 
tackle local issues which they 
see as important. Their most 
recent feat has been undertak-
ing a complete renovation of 
the youth cabins.
 ‘The forum is a huge suc-
cess story, giving young peo-
ple a voice and a chance to af-
fect change in their area. The 
work they have completed on 
the cabins is massive - in par-
ticular, the spray paint mural 
is fantastic - and there’s now 
a totally modern, state of the 
art facility for youth work in 
Lamlash, to complement our 
use of St Bride’s church hall 
in Brodick.’
 Forum members complete 
Dynamic Youth and Youth 
Achievement awards for their 
participation in the group, 
meaning their efforts are rec-
ognised and accredited.
 Laura’s jog club, run in part-
nership with AYF, launched 
six months ago and has seen 
a small group of teenagers 
grow from absolute begin-

5K at RunArran’s Gate to 
Gate event. The group hopes 
to attract new members and 
will soon be purchasing per-
sonalised running vests  - any 
boys or girls of high school 
age should feel free to go 
along and give it a try.
 The biggest night of the 
week is still Friday, when 
40 or so young folk meet in 
Brodick church halls for the 
drop-in youth club. Activities 
are incredibly varied and in-
clude things like sport, gam-
ing, music, arts and crafts, 

Over the next couple of 
months, Friday sessions will 
see the group try its hand 
at lacrosse with a member 
of the national squad, visit 
the Auchrannie swimming 
pool, relax with a makeup 
pamper night, carve pump-
kins and throw a fancy dress 
Hallowe’en party, and enjoy 
a visit from Ayrshire youth 
specialists Model X Media, 
which will deliver workshops 
in things like dance, DJing 
and hip-hop.
 On the heels of a summer 
programme which saw the 
group try everything from 
paragliding to gorge-walking, 
trips planned for the group 
between now and Christmas 
include a Glasgow Warri-
ors rugby match, an SPFL 
game in Kilmarnock, a trip 
to Braehead cook school, vis-
its to Glasgow for shopping, 
cinema and the Escape Glas-
gow team-building game, a 
game of ten-pin bowling in 
Saltcoats and ice-skating in 
George Square. As with all 
of AYF’s activities, these are 
open to all of the island’s 
young people and are provid-
ed completely free of charge.
 Graeme says he is very 

ures at the group’s weekly 

who don’t come along and 
take part.

than a little infuriating when 
I hear anyone say that there 
isn’t enough for young folk 
to do on the island. Forget-
ting AYF’s activities for a 
minute, there’s loads of great 
stuff with Archie McNicol at 
Active Schools, the mountain 
biking club run by Robert 
McNiece, clubs for football, 
rugby, sailing, taekwondo, 
Duke of Edinburgh, you 
name it.
 ‘Looking at what we do, I 
feel the hard-working team 
at AYF has put so much in 
to making this the best youth 
club it could possibly be - the 
scale of what we are doing 
is massive and we have so 
many more plans for how we 
can do even more still for the 
island’s young people.
 ‘In the past we’ve run a peer 
education IT project, taught 
kids wood-carving with Mar-
vin Elliot, done work in the 
community with things like 
painting church railings and 

House.
 ‘I think there are very few 
people on the island who real-
ise the sheer scale of what we 

do for the island’s youngsters, 
so it seems important that we 
promote everything we do to 
ensure that no youngster on 
the island is sitting at home 
bored and looking for more 
opportunities in life through 
anything other than personal 
choice.’
 AYF’s weekly youth work 
sessions run throughout term 

time, with school holidays 
given over to events and trips 
to the mainland. Monday’s 
cooking club meets every 
week in St Bride’s church 
halls between 4.30pm and 

club is on between the same 
times on a Wednesday, usual-
ly based at the church hall but 
with many weeks seeing the 

group go out into the commu-

rum group meets at the Lam-
lash cabins behind the high 
school between 3.45pm and 
4.45pm and the running club 
sets off from the Auchrannie 
spa in Brodick at 5.15pm. On 
Fridays, the drop-in youth 
club meets in the church hall 
between 7pm and 9pm.
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North Ayrshire’s first 
music ambassadors 

Portraits and life drawing

Market report
United Auctions in Stirling 
this week had forward 1559 
store cattle and cast cows, 
11,316 prime and store lambs 
and cast ewes.

Bullocks: Hawthorne 
(CharX) £1110, 282p; 
Auchenhew (CharX) £1030, 
270p; Hawthorne (AAx) 
£900, 256p. Heifers: Haw-
thorne (CharX) £1190, 247p; 
Auchenhew (CharX) £1030, 
229p. Cows: Hawthorne 
(Char) £1290, 150p

Lambs: Moor (TexX) 
£76.50; Drumnaghinier 
(SuffX) £62.00; Lenamhor 

(TexX) £60.50; Auchenhew 
(TexX) £60.00; Auchenhew 
(SuffX) £60.00; Hazelwood 
(TexX) £55.50; Hillhead 
(SuffX) £54.00; Hillhead 
(TexX) £50.50; Crai-
graineach (Mule) £50.00; 
Kilpatrick (Mule) £46.00. 
Ewes: Hazelwood (Cross) 
£48.50.

The young music ambassadors, left to right: front row: Iona Faulkner, Arran’s Alison 
Provan, Beth Jamieson, Anna Reid, Mae Murray (music service coordinator);
back row: Christopher Rimicans, Tyler Kedens, Rhona Macintosh, Adam Lee. Not 
pictured, Lucy Northcote 

A group of talented young-
sters have been selected as 
the pioneers of a new scheme 
aimed at getting more young 
people involved in music. 

Nine pupils, one from each 
of North Ayrshire’s second-
ary schools, have been se-
lected as ambassadors for 
their role in a North Ayrshire 
Ensemble, including Arran 
High School S3 pupil Alison 
Provan.

The young music ambassa-
dors scheme has been devel-
oped by the council’s music 
service as a way to bridge the 
gap between the service and 
the area’s schools.  

Each ambassador will act 
as the ‘face’ of the music ser-
vice at their school and report 
back on how to develop and 
improve the offering to give 
more young people a chance 
to get involved and achieve in 

place last Thursday, Septem-
ber 3, in the music service 

-

emy where the group were 
briefed on their duties.  

As a young music ambas-
sador, each will get to work 
gathering the views of their 
peers over the current school 
year and take part in focus 
groups to determine how the 
service can improve.

Cabinet member for educa-
tion, attainment and achieve-
ment, Councillor John Bruce, 
said: ‘Our music service 
team is dedicated to helping 
our pupils achieve their very 
best in music.  That is why 
the addition of these young 
music ambassadors is really 

help to encourage their peers 
to become involved in music 
and in turn they too can reap 
the rewards that music skills 
can bring.

‘I look forward to hearing 
how successful the scheme is 
and how these young ambas-
sadors help to strengthen the 
already high quality service 
provided by the team.’

Last weekend Arran Visual 
Arts held a two-day portrai-
ture workshop at the Ranger 
Centre at Brodick Castle.  

The workshop was led by 
Joan Lawson, who guided 
participants through the pro-
cess of painting a portrait 
from a photograph. Joan 
studied at Glasgow School 
of Art and taught for many 
years before establishing her 
own art school, Robinwood, 
in Ayr in 1993. She is a prac-
tising artist working in a vari-
ety of media. 

The workshop began with a 
slideshow and discussion of 
the range of styles and range 
of effects achieved by current 
portraiture artists and then 
moved on to demonstrations 
and exercises focusing on fa-
cial anatomy and the shadows 
and planes of the face. These 
newly learned techniques 
were then applied to the stage 
by stage painting of a por-
trait.  Bearing in mind that 
several participants had no 
previous experience of por-
traiture, the work produced 
during the two days showed 
clearly the advantages to be 
gained from expert tuition 
within a small group. 

When the workshop con-
cluded, the nine participants 

encouragement, skill, ex-
perience and expert knowl-
edge of portraiture and left 

The portraits produced by the participants at the 
workshop

with comprehensive printed 
course notes and practical 
experience of the procedure 
and techniques of portrait 
painting.

The next Arran Visual Arts 
workshop will be on Sunday, 
September 20 and will be 
‘Life drawing with a model’ 
with Rebeccca Roberts.

Rebecca studied life draw-
ing and painting part time at 
Glasgow School of Art. She 
is a practising artist and a bas-

soonist - and has a particular 
passion for life drawing.

This workshop is for people 
of all abilities who would like 
to work with a professional 
model, exploring drawing 
through a variety of poses.

Paint, crayon, pencil, ink or 
pastel can be used.

Phone Kathleen Sowden 
on 600827 to book. £25 for 
members, £35 for non-mem-
bers or visit www.arranvis-
ualarts for more information.
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Two reports this month as osprey move 
south from their breeding grounds for 
the winter Photo Dennis Morrison

Anxious wait after first
possible willow tit sighting 
for six years Bird   notes

by Jim Cassels
AUGUST

August 2015 was the warm-
est month of a cool summer 
but with several days of pro-
longed heavy rain it was also 
the wettest. Towards the end 
of the month, with lower tem-
peratures some nights, there 
was more than a hint of the 
approach of autumn. 

Having said that, summer 
visitors were still to the fore 
including family groups of 

catcher in Brodick Country 
Park on 6th, chiffchaff in 
Pirnmill on 9th and willow 
warbler in Kildonan on 19th.

In addition, there were 44 
swallow at Kilpatrick Farm 
on 13th and 10 broods of 
house martin at Corriecra-
vie on 18th.  Please, let me 
know when you last see a 
swallow this summer.  On 
27th there was a whitethroat 
in a Shiskine garden and 

over High Kildonan on 30th.  
Swift do not breed on Arran. 
The last swift record in 2014 
was 27 July.

Other signs of successful 
breeding this month includ-
ed: up to 50 black guillemot, 
including young, off Pladda 
on 1st, a pair of mute swan 

large young on 3rd, a family 
group of buzzard over Cat-
acol on 7th, at least two fam-
ily groups of kestrel mobbing 
a golden eagle as it moved 

Willow tit, if accepted, will be the fi rst recorded since 2009 

Bar-tailed godwit at Auchenhew Bay, 
another long distance migrant on the 
island’s shores Photo Brian Cooper

through Glen Rosa on 24th, 
and widespread groups of 
house sparrow including up 
to 30 in Shannochie on 30th. 
They seemed to be thriving 
on the ‘host’s’ lettuces! 

In August, breeding is 
coming to an end, and after 
breeding a number of spe-

some in preparation for mi-
gration. These included: 60 
pied wagtail at Silver Sands 
on 3rd, 200 manx shearwater 
off Imachar on 9th, 20 red-
shank at Sandbraes on 15th, 
15 mistle thrush on Whiting 
Bay Golf Course on 21st, 150 
linnet and 200 meadow pipit 
on Cleats Shore on 22nd, 83 
golden plover at Machrie-
waterfoot on 23rd and 40 
red-breasted merganser off 
Cosyden on 24th. 

All around the coast were 
signs of birds on migration, 
including a great skua in 
Brodick Bay on 4th, a bar-
tailed godwit at Drumadoon 
Point on 9th, 20 turnstone 
at Sandbraes on 15th, three 
knot and two sandwich tern 
at Sandbraes on 16th, two 
sanderling and two wheatear 
at Drumadoon Point also 
16th, 21 black-tailed godwit 
at Cleats Shore on 17th, 20 
dunlin at Drumadoon Point 
also on 17th, a white wagtail 
at Auchenhew Bay on 21st, 
a whimbrel on Silver Sands 
on 24th and two reports of 

osprey,  one at Lamlash Bay 
on 26th and the second from 
Bennicarrigan on 28th.  The 
bird was heading south.  

Other birding highlights this 

er on Fisherman’s Walk on 
1st, a dipper at Glenashdale-
waterfoot on 3rd, a common 
crossbill by Brodick Golf 
Course on 12th and a willow 
tit in North Sannox on 15th. If 
this record is accepted by the 
rarities committee it will be 

twite on Cleats Shore on 17th 
was only the second record of 
this species this year and on 
28th there was a black-throat-
ed diver in summer plumage 
in Whiting Bay.

September sees the start of 
the peak migration season 
when many birds are on the 
move. It is the time to expect 
the unexpected. I look for-
ward to hearing from you.

Enjoy your birding 
Please send any bird notes 

with ‘what, when, where’ to 
me at Kilpatrick Kennels, 
Kilpatrick, Blackwaterfoot, 
KA27 8EY, or e mail me at 
jim@arranbirding.co.uk  I 
look forward to hearing from 
you.  For more information 
on birding on Arran purchase 
the Arran Bird Atlas 2007-
2012 as well as the Arran 
Bird Report 2014 and visit 
this website www.arranbird-
ing.co.uk

ISLE OF ARRAN MUSIC SOCIETY 
SWING 2015

Brilliant swing jazz from virtuoso quartet
SATURDAY 19th SEPTEMBER 7.30pm

IN BRODICK HALL
Tickets £10 incl tea/coffee
seating at tables - BYOB

(Students & children plus one accompanying adult free)
Tickets on door, or advance booking: 

Inspirations of Arran & www.arranevents.com
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TWENTY
YEARS AGO

Saturday 16 September, 1995
 Young pretenders win
A historic game of football took place in the 
Ormidale Park last Friday evening. As the 
sun was setting two teams met to play in the 
last game of football to be played there be-
fore work begins to convert it into a custom 

change of role from golf course to football 

playground on the occasional days of snow. 
The next game will be altogether a more se-

rious matter. But there was nothing serious 
last Friday, except the fear that one of the 

this historic last match were the Young Pre-
tenders, a team made up of the current foot-

time, they had played for Brodick. 
Oldest and most feted was 71-year-old Jim-

my McRorie while the others were in their 
40s. Surprisingly, the game was very fast with 

be decided by a penalty shoot-out which still 
failed to produce a winner meaning it went to 

that decided the game in favour of the Young 

had come close to showing that experience 
was worth a lot more than youth.

 Mushroom fever
Mycosophist Mark Williams has started a 
series of articles in The Banner about wild 
mushrooms. Last week he referred to his 

mushroom hunt on Tuesday, hoping that half 
a dozen or so might turn up to join him.

As it turned out, more than 60 people ap-

mushrooms and, perhaps, above all to be 

were lucky and found plenty of mushrooms 

After the walk they had a big cook-in, sau-
teed the mushrooms in butter and garlic and 
sampled all the varieties they had found. 

ran.

 Paraglider fall
A paraglider was injured and taken to hos-
pital last Friday afternoon after meeting the 

 The paraglider, a 21-year-old man, who was 

culties in the air above Derneneoch but was 

 No jazz band
The poor PS Waverley, which left Arran just 

from Bournemouth Pier, passengers who 
paid £11.95 each for tickets on a jazz cruise 
are demanding compensation after boarding 
the vessel and being half way to the Isle of 
Wight before being told that there was no 
jazz band, nor indeed any entertainment on 
board at all.  

Mark Williams addresses the mushroom hunters after their walk as they admire 
their haul before cooking them b37twe03

Clairvoyants at a psychic fair held at the Kinloch Hotel in Blackwaterfoot last week, 
where fi ve psychics gave readings to an attentive audience b37twe04

The Old Guard: back row - Brian Smith, Bobby Macrae, Iain MacDonald, Ian Small, 
Alastair Dobson, Billy Hartley. Front row - Gordon Bunyan, Nicol Hume, Billy Armit, 
Graham Kerr, Alastair Hume, Jimmy McRorie, Len Hartley, Iain Sillars, Jimmy Armit 
b37twe01

The Young Pretenders, who narrowly beat the Old Guard in a historic last match at 
the Ormidale Park b37twe02
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DRIVE TIMESin association with Isle of Arran Brewery
What’s on

www.arranbrewery.com

www.arranbrewery.com

Everyday
Brodick Castle, Garden Open              9am-Dusk
Arran Brewery  Mon - Sat: 10am - 5pm, Sun: 12.30 - 5pm
Arran Brewery tour 2pm (limited spaces call for availability)
Lamlash Tennis Courts/Putting Green Open all day
Arran Heritage Museum  Rosaburn, Brodick, 10.30am to 4.30pm

Saturday 12th September
Army Cadets Auchrannie Road 11am –1 pm. 
Over 21s Disco Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa pool, 4-5pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick from 8pm
Brodick Bowling Club Rink game Brodick bowling club, 2pm
Brodick Market Auchrannie Road, Brodick, 10-4.30pm
Blackwaterfoot bowling club rink game Blackwaterfoot bowling club, 1.45pm
Lamlash Bowling Club Rink Game Lamlash Bowling club, 2pm
WBay Bowling Club Rink Game Whiting Bay Bowling Club, 2pm
The Big Arran Feast & Zero Waste Arran Whiting Bay Hall, 11.30am
Swing 2015 Brodick Hall, 7.30pm
Arran RFC vs Paisley Ormidale park, 2pm 
 Sunday 13th September
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm-5pm
AA Meeting Brodick C hurch Hall, 5pm-6.30pm
Open Session - All musicians & Singers welcome Fiddlers, Brodick 2.30pm

Monday 14th September
Over 50s Badminton Lochranza Village Hall, 2-4pm
Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick from 8pm
Morning Fitness Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
Table Tennis Corrie Hall, 6.30pm
Badminton Auchrannie Sports Hall,7-9pm
Arran Junior Football Club Ormidale Park, 6-7.30pm
Circuit Training Auchrannie Gym, 6-7pm
Brodick Bowling Club Rink game Brodick Bowling club, 6.30pm
Lamlash Bowling Club Rink Game Lamlash Bowling club, 7pm
WBay Bowling Club Rink Game Whiting Bay Bowling Club, 6.30pm
10/10 Total Body workout Arran High School, Lamlash, 6.45pm
Citizens advice Ormidale Pavilion, 9.30am - 1.30pm
Lamlash Aerobix Arran High School Dance Studio, 7pm
RunArran Whiting Bay 5.30pm
Summer Bridge Arran High School, Lamlash, 6.30pm
Arran Physiotherapy & Acupuncture Clinic arranphysiotherapy.co.uk 5-8pm
Tae Kwondo Brodick Church Hall Adults & over 10s,7.00pm -8.30pm
 Tuesday 15th  September 
Pop Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Youth Club Kildonan Hall, 7pm
Rotary club Glencloy Suite, Auchrannie, 6.30pm
Healthy Outdoors NTS Ranger Centre, 10am - 1pm
Blackwaterfoot bowling club rink game Blackwaterfoot bowling club, 1.45pm
RunArran  Lamlash, 5.30pm

Open Cricket Session Brodick Astro Turf 7pm-9pm
Dog Obedience Class Whiting Bay Hall, 7.00pm - 8.00pm
Garden Walk Brodick Castle, 2 - 3pm

 Wednesday 16th September 
Rock & Pop Bingo Ormidale Hotel 9.30pm
Tae Kwondo Arran High School Kids-6.30-7.30pm Adults-7.30-8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm
Arran Brass Rehearsal Brodick Church Hall, 7-9pm
Yoga Auchrannie Studio, 9.30am-10.30am

Arran Heritage Museum Archives & Genealogy service 10.30-12.30 & 1.30-3.30
RunArran Brodick, 5.30pm
Yoga-Arran Kinneil, Lamlash, 7-8.30pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick from 8pm
Drift Inn Quiz Lamlash, 9pm
Mixed Hockey Auchrannie Sports Hall, 7.30-9pm
Dog classes Whiting Bay Hall, 1pm
Brodick Bowling Club Rink game Brodick bowling club, 6.30pm
Knitting & Crochet drop in group Brodick Library, 4pm - 6pm
Roundhouse Open Brodick Castle, 11am - 3pm
Lamlash Bowling Club Rink Game Lamlash Bowling club, 7pm
WBay Bowling Club Rink Game Whiting Bay Bowling Club,6.30pm
Vile Victorians Tour Brodick Castle, 2-3.30pm
Arran Elderly Forum  
Ormidale Pavilion, 11am

Thursday 17th September
Morning Fitness Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
General Knowledge Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Ladies Hockey Ormidale Pavilion, 7.30-8.30pm
RunArran             Brodick, 6pm
RunArran Blackwaterfoot, 7.30pm
Paintings Tour Brodick Castle, 2pm - 3.30pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick from 8pm
Cardiac Rehab Auchrannie leisure club, 2-3.30pm
QuiltArran Lamlash Fire Station, 2-4.30pm
Senior Tennis Shiskine Golf & Tennis Club, 5.30pm
Arran Physiotherapy & Acupuncture Clinic arranphysiotherapy.co.uk), 5pm - 8pm
Brodick Embroidery Group Brodick Library, 7.30pm - 9.30pm
 Friday 18th September
Yoga Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30am - 10.30am

Arran Youth Foundations Church Hall, Brodick 7pm-9pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick, 8pm
Lochranza Kids Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6-8pm
Lochranza Adults Badminton Lochranza Hall, 8pm
Quiz Whiting Bay Golf Club, 8pm
Family fun night Brodick Golf Club 4.45pm
Brodick Market Auchrannie Road, Brodick, 10-4.30pm
AA Meeting Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick, 8pm
Tae Kwondo Arran High School, Lamlash Adults,7pm -8.30pm
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NEWSPAPERS 
WORK FOR US

print l online l tablet l mobile

Leading Scots business figures back the  
campaign to highlight the importance of  

the Scottish newspaper industry

Alasdair Houston Gretna Green Ltd Alistair Moffat Scotland’s DNA Andrew  

Chalmers Davidson Chalmers Andy Willox Federation of Small Businesses (FSB) in 
Scotland Anne Clyde UK Steel Enterprise Anne Ledgerwood St. Enoch Centre Atholl 

Duncan ICAS Bill Munro Barrhead Travel Brendan Dick BT Cahal Dowds Deloitte 
UK Chris van der Kuyl 4J David Borthwick Glen Turner Distillery Ltd David Doig 

OPITO David Lonsdale Scottish Retail Consortium David Melvin Cordia David Smith 

Henderson Logie Dundee Dean Hunter Hunter Adams Debbie Houston Dales Cycles 
Dominic McKay Scottish Rugby Union Donald J Trump The Trump 

Organisation Douglas Craig Craig Group Douglas McCrea McCrea Financial
Services Eddie Hawthorne Arnold Clark Eric Hagman Matthew Algie and Company 
Ltd Gordon Merrylees The Royal Bank of Scotland Iain MacRitchie MCR Holdings 
Jack Robertson Thorntons Law LLP Jacqueline Law Aberdein Considine Jamie

 Livingston Livingston James Group John McDonough Speyside Distillers Company 
Ltd John Reid Michelin Tyres Katherine Garrett-Cox CBE Alliance Trust PLC Keith 

Anderson ScottishPower Keith M Miller Miller Group Ken Barclay The Royal Bank 
of Scotland Lesley Eccles FanDuel Lesley Knox V&A Dundee Liz Cameron Scottish 
Chambers of Commerce Limited Malcolm McNaught The Glasgow Academy Marc 

Taylor Tay Letting Ltd Martin Gilbert Aberdeen Asset Management Martin Sime 
SCVO Mike Brown Anderson Anderson & Brown LLP Mike Cantlay VisitScotland Niall 

MacDonald Tullis Russell Professor David Thomson MMR Group Richard Ellison 
Doubletree By Hilton Robert Collier Aberdeen & Grampian Chamber of Commerce 

Robert Stephen Celebrations of Turriff Robin Kiely Ryanair Ryan Currie Buchanan 
Bespoke Ryan James Two Fat Ladies Scott Black FWB Park Brown Ltd Scott Whyte 

Watermans Accident Claims and Care Simon Brown Anderson Strathern LLP Simon 

Pengelley Morrisons Academy Simon Rettie Rettie + Company Sir Angus Grossart 
Noble Grossart Sir Tom Farmer Maidencraig Investments Limited Stephen Flynn 

Glasgow Taxis Ltd Stephen Gibb Shepherd & Wedderburn Stephen Ingledew 

Standard Life Stephen McNaughton Origin RPM Limited Stewart Milne Stewart Milne 
Group Stuart Patrick Glasgow Chamber of Commerce Usman Khushi Trespass

www.scotns.org.uk

OUT NOW!

Available from all WH Smiths, all good 
Independent Newsagents or online.

www.eqymagazine.co.uk

SCOTLAND’S NEWEST AND 
BEST EQUESTRIAN MAGAZINE
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Scottish Equestrian year 2015
ISSUE 1, 2015, £4.99
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Image: David Hay-Thorburn, loving his 

high-level view from the saddle

HORSE HEROES

01/04/2015   15:52:08
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FORMER WORLD AND UK 

TREC CHAMPION DAVID 

HAY-THORBURN DISCUSSES 

WHY THE SADDLE IS THE 

BEST WAY TO SURVEY THE 

SCOTTISH LANDSCAPE

PHOTOGRAPHAANGUS BLACKBURN

Brenfield Estate in central Argyll, on the banks 

of Loch Fyne, is home to David Hay-Thorburn 

and his horses. From this stunning base he runs 

a livery yard and offers riding lessons, horse 

holidays and TREC training. ‘TREC is a fun riding 

competition that usually consists of three phases – 

namely, orienteering on horseback [POR], Control 

of Paces [CoP] and a cross-country obstacle course 

[PTV],’ explains David. 

The TREC competition involves using these skills 

and simulates the challenges any rider may encoun-

ter when out hacking. David first started because he 

thought it would be a great way to explore areas of 

natural and historic beauty that would not usually be 

accessible on a daily basis.

TREC has many benefits for both horse and rider.   

It encourages general horse knowledge and care, and 

develops a wide range of useful skills in the partner-

ship. In the horse it encourages calmness and versatili-

ty and in the rider personal development making them 

more independent and confident with their riding and 

also enhances social capabilities.

When asked about what makes exploring Scotland on 

horseback such a special experience, David happily waxes 

lyrical on the subject. 

‘Riding horses offers the chance to see the countryside 

from a different perspective,’ he says. ‘The extra height  

a horse gives you means that you are able to take in 

views that would be impossible to glimpse on foot. Also 

there is the opportunity to glimpse wildlife that you 

wouldn’t be able to on foot. Most wildlife do not see the 

horse as a threat, meaning that you can get a lot closer to 

some species.’   

Blazingtrail 
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PAINTER AND DECORATOR

COMPUTING SERVICES

�
�

JOHN DIVINE
FURNITURE 
REPAIR & 

RESTORATION
Antique & Modern

FRENCH 
POLISHING

UPHOLSTERY
Blackwaterfoot – Isle Of Arran

Tel: 01770 860878  
Mob: 07733 738127

FURNITURE RESTORATION

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing 
of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part 
and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, 
books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer 
in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the 
event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, 
it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.

In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one 
or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge 
a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

Standard and Made-to-measure Pressure 
Treated Heavy Duty Timber, Sheds and 

Garages.

Sawn Pressure Treated Timber in most 
sizes and lengths, Fencing Stobs & Posts

Garden Gates, Field Gates, Tool Stores, 
Coal Bunkers, Fence Panels & Trellising

Firewood, Kindling, Sawdust and Bark 
Chippings.

Cladach Sawmill
Brodick. Tel/Fax: 01770 302471

Mobile: 07803 625248

SAWMILL

UNDER

£30
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED 
ITEMS INTO CASH!

ARRAN BANNER CLASSIFIEDS

The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ
Tel: 01770 302142  Fax: 01770 302021

Email adverts@arranbanner.co.uk     www.arranbanner.co.uk

Simply complete the 
form and return to the 

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE TUESDAY 4.00pm
NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE

ITEM ...........................................................................................................................
DESCRIPTION ...........................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................  
 ....................................................................................................................................
PRICE .............................................TELEPHONE .....................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON

WANTED
A video of the Arran High-
land Games (this or any year) 
and of the Waverley to use a 
few seconds of in a video of 
new song ‘Isle of Arran’ for 
Youtube. Email thecopper-
tree@btinternet.com

UNDER £30
Mahogany dressing table 
stool £30, Shaver light £10, 
Cast iron bench ends £20, 2 
chairs - white £5 each, Oval 
mirror with blue frame £8, 
4 down lights - still in box 
£10 for the set, white Carron 
showerbath still boxed offers 
Tel: 302383
Cottage cane conservato-
ry furniture comprising 1x2 
seater chair, 2 single seat 
chairs - cushions light blue 
patterned good condition £30 
Tel: 07889491020

OVER £30
GRANGE: Elegant Double 

sale.Chestnut colour wood, 
possibly mahogany.1200mm 
dia. circle closed, extends to 
1200 x 2000mm oval open. 
£75;  buyer collects.  Tel: 
01770 870295
Tall fridge freezer, hotpoint 
£50 can deliver Tel: 820660
3 piece suite, 3 seater sofa 
and 2 armchairs dark red vgc 
£100 ono can deliver Tel: 
820660-

FREE TO UPLIFT

King size mattress (160 x 200 

memory foam topper. Only 
used a few times. Free to up-
lift. Tel 07915 605053
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Recruitment

North Ayrshire Council is currently looking to recruit for a 
number of vacancies in Arran including:

RECRUITMENT OPEN DAY 

Delivering our Services with

Catering assistants • Cooks • Janitors/Cleaners • Cleaners

 
the positions available. Staff will be available to offer advice  

following venues: 

 
out more, please call Bernie on 07779 428947 or Maria on  
07779 023055 or check out the vacancies at  
www.myjobscotland.com/northayrshire

Tuesday 15 September  -  Brodick Library 10am - 4pm

Wednesday 16 September -   Kinloch Hotel in Shiskine   
  10am - 12noon 

 - Arran High School, Lamlash  
  (via the College access) 
  from 1pm - 4pm

Arran Development Director.  
Do you have the ambition to be World Class? Then 
this could be the best job in the world.
Arran, a World Class Island by 2020 is the target of the Arran Economic 
Group. 
We will achieve this with the successful implementation of The Arran 
Economic Action Plan. We need to hire someone that shares our 
ambitions and has the leadership and management skills to drive the 
development and implementation of the Arran Economic Action Plan.

Skills Required:
The ability to infl uence at a senior level and align resources 
behind agreed priorities;
Make complex change happen through your own eff orts and in 
partnership with others;
An understanding of the levers of economic development and 
how these may be applied in the Arran context;
A proven track record of delivering complex, multi-agency or 
private sector projects; 
Excellent research and analytical skills;

Terms and Conditions:
The post is a full time post, funded for two years with the 
possibility of extending.
The salary will be between £34,000 and £39,999 per annum 
depending on skills and experience;
The Arran Development Director is funded by North Ayrshire 
Council and Highland and Islands Enterprise, employed by 
VisitArran Ltd, and reporting to the Chairman of the Arran 
Economic Group.
While not necessarily based on Arran on a full time basis, the 
successful candidate will be expected to be based on Arran at 
least 50% of the working week;

Applications including relevant information and a current CV 
should be sent in the fi rst instance to info@visitarran.co.uk
Closing date: 18th September 2015

Day Porter 
Full time position  to be flexible to work any shift 

pattern between 9am and 10pm. Looking for someone who 
has customer service experience and must have a 

valid driver’s licence.  
Housekeeping Attendants 

Full time and part time positions to be flexible to work 
any day of the week.  You will have team work 

experience and an eye for detail. 
Reservations 

We are Looking for someone who is customer focused, 
computer literate and can work in a fast passed environment 

taking hotel reservation calls to maximize hotel revenue. 
Aspa Receptionist 

Full time or part time receptionist to join the Aspa team. 
Computer literate and customer service 

experience is required.

All positions will benefit from free leisure club membership 
and various other discounts.

Full descriptions can be found at 
www.auchranniejobs.co.uk or contact hr@auchrannie.co.uk

We have a Permanent Position for a
Chef/Cook at Ormidale HotelSuccessful applicant will be responsible for all aspects of running our kitchen and must possess a genuine enthusiasm for providing quality home cooked bar meals.20 – 30 hours per week initially. No accommodation.Excellent Rate of Pay.Please email: reception@ormidale_hotel.co.uk

Tel: Laura 01770302293

Friday’s Child is hiring.

We’re looking for staff to work either 
30-36 hours a week, or part time 

18 hours a week, starting immediately.
Must be computer and Epos literate, 

friendly, outgoing and motivated 
with a good sense of humour.

Please email Sheila
info@fridayschildonline.com

Kenneth Gibson MSP

To contact Kenneth outside these times, please contact his constituency office:  
15 Main Street, Dalry, KA24 5DL   Tel: 01294 833 687 
Email: Kenneth.gibson.msp@scottish.parliament.uk

will hold advice surgeries at the following times and locations. 
Monday 14 September
Pirnmill Village Hall 11.45 - 12.45 
Corrie & Sannox Village Hall 13.30 - 14.30 
Brodick Health Centre 15.00 - 16.00
Monday 12 October
Kildonan Village Hall 11.15 - 12.15
Shiskine Village Hall 13.00 - 14.00 
ACVS Office, Lamlash 15.00 - 16.00

No appointment necessary
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CHURCH NOTICES

WEDDING

DEATH

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH 

(Part of the Worldwide Anglican 
Church)

 St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay. 
Sunday 13th September

Holy Communion, 11.00 am. 
Rev Canon Simon Mackenzie, 

Priest-in-Charge.
Coffee after service.

Wednesday 16th September 
Holy Communion, 12.15 pm.

ALL WELCOME

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza,
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but working 
together
Minister:

 Rev Angus Adamson
 Parish Assistant:
Mrs Jean Hunter:

Worship will be conducted 
in the above churches at the 

following times to which
all are invited.

Sunday 13th September
Lochranza Church, 9.30am 

Morning Worship. 
Pirnmill Church, 10.45am 

Morning Worship.
Shiskine Church, 12noon

 Morning Worship.
Brodick Church, 10.30am  

Morning worship, including 
celebration of 

the Sacrament of Baptism.
Corrie Church, 11.30am 

Prayer Meeting,
 12 noon Morning worship.

There will also be a Service of 
Worship in Montrose House

at 1.30pm..

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share”

Sunday 13th September
Kilmory 10am

Lamlash 11.30 am
Rev. Lily McKinnon

In Lamlash:
Sacrament of Baptism

All welcome, including
families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072 

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND
 (continuing)

Sunday 13th September
Morning Service 11am
Trust Housing Lounge,
Glen Estate, Brodick

Evening Service 6.30pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick

Prayer Meeting
Wednesday 16th September

at 7pm
5 Glen Road.
All welcome

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Vigil Mass: Saturday 7.30pm
Sunday Morning Mass 11am

WHIRING BAY AND
 KILDONAN

 CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
  (Charity Number SC014005) 

Sunday 13th September
 Worship will be conducted 
by Rev Elizabeth Watson at 

10.30am.
 Everyone most welcome.

Tea and coffee will be served in 
the transept immediately after 

the service; please stay and 
enjoy more fellowship.

ARRAN BAPTIST CHURCH
Minister: Rev Vince Jennings

Sunday 13th September
11am Morning worship
in the Ormidale Sports

Pavilion, Brodick
Tea and Coffee after the service.

Wednesday at 7.30pm
Home Fellowship Group for 

Bible Study and Prayer.
Contact phone no 600222
Everyone warmly invited

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

Sunday 13th September  
Shiskine 11am (Church on road 

between Blackwaterfoot and 
Machrie)

Brodick 7pm (Church behind 

Rev Benjamin von Rensberg

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS, QUAKERS

Quakers meet every Sunday at 
11am. For meeting venue ring – 

830622, 820223

The Ladies who played in the Pink Day competition in Brodick raised £53 for breast 
cancer research

Lamlash Golf Club
Ladies’ section: Wednesday, 
September 2, Fleet, seven 
played, CSS 66, par 65. 1 Kate 
McAdam  85(20)65, 2 Liz Sin-
clair  87(17)70. Scratch: Kate 
McAdam 87.

Thursday, September 3, 
Summer and Commando Cup, 
CSS 65, 25 played. 1 Scott 
Campbell 81-16=65, BIH, 
2 Paul Bremner 71-6=65, 3 
Ian Bremner 73-7=66, 4 Bill 
Young 82-15=67, Scratch, 
Paul Bremner, 71. Magic twos, 
Paul Bremner  @2nd, Dougie 
Macfarlane @16th, Iain Mur-
chie @17th, Billy O’Connor 
@16th.

Fixtures: Sunday, September 
13, Ladies and Gents Captain’s 
Prize. Stableford and Team,  
Stableford tee off  at 12.30pm. 
Thursday, September 17, Sum-
mer Cup, see starter.
 
Machrie Golf Club
Tuesday, September 1, Sep-
tember medal, eight  played. 1 
Campbell Laing, 83-18=65, 2 
John Pennycott, 80-13=67, 3 
Elizabeth Ross, 94-26=68.

Brodick Golf Club
Wednesday, September 2, 
Summer Cup, 36 played, CSS 
64. 1 Alistair Hume 71-12=59, 
2 Bruce Jenkins 69-9=60, 3 
Nicol Hume 76-14=62.

-
perbly prepared course, as good 
as it’s been since the Hope Cup. 
It was simply the best scoring 
of the season and one of the few 
Summer Cups to have a CSS of 
64. 

The golden two was won by 
Gordon Robertson for his two 
at the 18th. 

Well done Alistair a great 
score, also well done to Bruce 
and Nicol all three of the win-
ners reducing their handicaps.

A number of other congratula-
tions are due, including Robbie 
Duncan for winning the Senior 
Club Championship, a scratch 
championship.

Robbie beat lots of younger 
men with lower handicaps, so 
very well done. Iain Sillars won 
the McLelland Medal and 
the Handicap Championship, 
while Nicol Hume and Lindsay 

Keir won the Merchants beat-
ing Michael Homes and David 
McKinnon in a closely-fought 

Dougie Robertson won the 
Kintyre Cup.

There was no sweep on Sun-
day as the AGA autumn hand-
icap was held at Whiting Bay 
on Sunday, September 6.

Fixtures: Sunday, September 
13, Brandon monthly medal.

Ladies’ section: Tuesday, 
September 1, Pink Day Medal, 
14 played, CSS 70 1st Div: 1 
Margaret Roxburgh, 83(14)69, 
2 Isobel Macdonald, 89(17)71. 
2nd Div: 1 Heather Rae-
side, 101(26)75, 2 Ann Hart 
103(22)81.

Arran Golfers Association
Sunday, September 6, Autumn 
Handicap 2015. This year’s 
competition was played on a 
lovely dry day with a slight 
breeze, thanks to Whiting Bay 
for hosting and the lovely con-
dition of the greens, thanks 
also to Corey for scores and 
to John behind the bar for the 
soup and rolls, top notch as al-
ways. CSS 65. 
 First Class: 1 Stan Rainey 74-
10=64 BIH, 2 Andy Pattison 
74-10=64, 3 Jamie McPher-
son 71-6=65, Second Class: 1 
Graham Kennedy 81-16=65, 
2 Duncan Heenan 78-12=66 
BIH, 3 Matt Harvey 80-
 Draw: Brodick B v Machrie 
A at 1pm, Lamlash A v Brod-
ick A at 1.10pm, Whiting Bay 
A v Machrie B at 1.20pm, 
Lamlash B v Whiting bay B 
at 1.30pm, Corrie A v Shiskine 
B at 1.40pm, Lochranza B v 
Corrie B at 1.50pm, Shiskine 
A v Lochranza A at 2.00pm.
 Senior Handicap at Shiskine 
Golf Club, Saturday, Septem-
ber 19 from 1pm, yellow tees, 
qualifying age 55.14=66. J C 
Reid award for over 55s, Stan 
Rainey.
 Best scratch, Ewan McK-
innon 67. Overall winner of 
trophy, Stan Rainey. There 
was no sweep money taken 
through the day, so no sweep, 
just association cheques for 

winners.
Fixtures: Saturday, September 

12, Arran Grouse at Machrie 
Golf Club at 1.00pm. 

Whiting Bay Golf Club
Wednesday, September 2, Sum-
mer Trophy, rnd 15, 25 played, 
CSS 63. Scoring at the top 
of the leader board was tight 
with three players tying on 62. 
1 Jamie Macpherson, 6, 62 
acb and lowest gross. 2 Danny 
Head, 6, 62 acb, 3 John Penny-
cott, 13, 62, 4 David Morrison, 
8, 64.
 There were magic twos at the 
par 4 6th by Danny Head, Peter 
Smith and Jamie Stewart and 
one at the 16th, by no means an 
easy par 3 by Stan Rainey. 

Fixtures: Sunday, September 
13, Cooper Angus par 3 com-
petition. Wednesday, Septem-

round. 

Corrie Golf Club
Wednesday, September 2, 
Medal results. 1 A MacDonald 
70-10-60, 2 D Logan 70-9-61, 
3 A Napier 69 -7- 62. Scratch 
A Napier. Magic twos from A 
Cumming, A Macdonald and R 
Burke.

None of the above twos were 
picked, therefore ‘the pot’ rolls 
onward and upward and will be 
delivered next week by Securi-
cor.
 Saturday, September 5, Ed-
die Rankin Memorial Trophy, 
Corrie vs Machrie. Corrie man-
aged to edge it against Machrie 
in this ‘friendly’ match in hon-
our of a great supporter of both 
clubs.
 Individual result: 1 A Napier 
38pts, 2 R Jeffrey 37pts, 3 J 
McGovern 36pts. 

Fixtures: Saturday, Septem-
ber 12, No formal competition 
at Corrie as Arran Grouse is on 
at Machrie. Informal sweep at 
8.30am and 1pm for those not 
at Machrie. Wednesday, Sep-

Wednesday Medals for 2015.

daylight, 4pm start please. Big 
money.

GARETH GREGG AND EILEEN JEFFREY 
were married on July 31st at Lochranza church by the  

Rev Angus Adamson.
The couple both work and live on the island with their two 

children Lewis and Callie.

RUSSELL - BARR
Duncan and Sheila are 
delighted to announce the 
birth of Lucy Joanna Rus-
sell at 6am on the 28th of 
August weighing 7lb 7.
Thank you Donna, Elaine 
and the staff at AMU 
Crosshouse for all your 
support.

TAIT - Iain Hamilton. 
Fiona and family would like 
to thank all who sent cards 
and messages of support at 
this sad time.  Grateful thanks 
to Rev Lily McKinnon for 
taking the service, the staff 
at Arran War Memorial 
Hospital, Mary and Peter 
Bowers at the Lagg Hotel 
and all who contributed to the 
sum of £426 to the Hospital 
Supporters League.

FERRIS - Sheena from 
Lamlash passed away 
peacefully at Crosshouse 
Hospital on Tuesday 8th 
September 2015, aged 68.  
Beloved wife of John and 
dedicated mother of Sean 
and Martin.  May she rest in 
peace. 
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A brave performance but 
Oban prove too strong for
Arran visitors

Oban Lorne 27 Arran 7
Arran RFC went down 27- 7 
to Oban on Saturday, in a BT 
West regional shield game, 

Oban.
Last year’s Division 2 

Champions, now playing up 
in Division 1, were pushed all 
the way by a very stuffy Ar-
ran team who, despite some 
notable absences in the for-
wards, matched the powerful 
Oban pack up front toe to toe.

No 8 Jamie Picken working 
wonders both in the line out 
and at the rear of the scrum-
mage linking brilliantly with 
Keeno at scrum half to se-
cure enough good possession 

The teamwork of Neil McMaster, Iain McDonald and Ryan Boal

from the set piece to supply 

Jones, Adamson and Barbour 
with good ball. 

well-worked opportunist try 
from a kick ahead and went 
another three points up with 
a penalty soon afterward. Ar-
ran pulled a score back with a 
superb Lachlan Jones try, be-
fore Oban went further ahead 
with another penalty.

At the beginning of the sec-
ond half Arran enjoyed a real 
purple patch and threatened 
the Oban line on several oc-
casions, but for a miss pass 
too far out to the wing Arran 
would have scored again.

However, with Arran hav-
ing used their only replace-
ment, when due to injury 
Alan McGrath had to leave 

Oban who scored again after 
bringing on fresh players to 
inject more strength to their 
pack.

sustained a shoulder injury 
and had to play the remain-
der of the game on the wing, 
Oban seized the chance to put 
all play down the weakened 
touch line. Despite a valiant 
shoulder check with his one 
good arm Scott couldn’t pre-
vent the Oban full back scor-
ing in the very last play of the 
game.

A club spokesman said: 
‘Arran came away on the day 
pleased with a very brave and 

good spirits. Hopefully with 
almost a full squad availa-

against Paisley today (Satur-
day) at home they can build 
on this performance and re-
turn to winning ways.’

The match, at Ormidale 
Park, is expected to kick off 
at 2pm. 

Scrum half Iain Keen with another well executed pass

A diving pass by Iain Keen

Jamie Picken looks on as Lachlan Jones surges ahead

Photos by Paul Paterson
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Recycled paper made 
up 75.5% of the 

raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004

Arran Bridge Club results
The results of the Summer Bridge competition played in 
Lamlash on Monday, September 7 were as follows: 1 Trish 
Martin and David Campbell, 2 Eendy McNiven and John 
Baraclough, 3 Dougie and Margaret Bruce. The full results 
can be found on the Arran Bridge Club website at www.
bridgewebs.com/arran. 

There will be no Summer Bridge on the September weekend 
and the last evening of this season will be Monday, Septem-
ber 21.

Greenkeepers 
return to Arran 
after 10 years
Greenkeepers from Ayrshire 
and Dumfries were on Arran 
last week for their latest com-
petition.

Those taking part are all 
members of the Scottish 
South West region of the 
British and International Golf 
Greenkeepers’ Association.

More than 20 players took 
part in the twice-yearly con-
test which was played at 

time the association has 
played a tournament on Arran 
since it played at Shiskine 10 
years ago.

Gelding takes top honour at 
Friesian horse inspections

The greenkeepers on the first tee at Brodick Golf Club 20_b37green01

A Friesian horse from Arran 
has been named the best geld-
ing in the UK.

UK Friesian Inspections 
2015 Time (pronounced 
Tima) took the top award for 
owner Eleanor Bone of Glen-
kiln Farm, Lamlash.

entering the national event 
and she admitted she was 
‘shocked and delighted’ to 
have lifted a top prize with 
the nine-year-old gelding.

-

Eleanor Bone with Time receiving his winning rosette Photos: E J Lazenby Fine Art

Time is led round the arena by a runner

tions took place on Monday, 
August 31 at Myerscough 
College International Arena 
in Preston. It is the only event 
in the UK supported by the 
Friesian Studbook (KFPS).

Eleanor took two horses on 

accompanied by grooms for 
the day Laura Hemming and 
Sally Hunter. The other horse 
to make the trip was the four-
year-old mare Kissme.

Back on Arran, Eleanor 
said: ‘Time has regularly been 
shown at the Arran Show but 

I have always wanted to go to 
the national inspections.

‘It was a great experience 
and the result for Time was 
very unexpected.’

The inspections are run by 
the Friesian Horse Associa-
tion of Great Britain and Ire-
land and all the judges come 
from Holland.

President Tracey Venter 

give owners the opportunity 
to bring their Friesian to be 
assessed by the jury of the 
KFPS. Unlike gradings for 
other horse breeds, which 
usually take place away from 
the public view, we encour-
age people to come and enjoy 

horses being put through their 
paces. 

‘We are passionate about 

and some of the committee 
members are breeders and 
trainers, so we can offer help 
and advice to people who 
may be interested in owning 
or caring for a Friesian.’

The Friesian is a horse 
breed originating in Friesland 
in the Netherlands. Although 

the conformation of the breed 
resembles that of a light 
draught horse, Friesians are 
graceful and nimble for their 
size. It is believed that during 
the Middle Ages, ancestors 
of Friesian horses were in 

great demand as war horses  
throughout continental Eu-
rope and later their size ena-
bled them to carry a knight in 
armour.

Though the breed nearly 
became extinct on more than 

one occasion, the modern day 
Friesian horse is growing in 
numbers and popularity, used 
both in harness and under 
saddle. More recently, the 
breed has been introduced to 
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