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Plan for Lamlash pub to be turned into flats

Brian is Commonwealth 
Games
legacy
winner
Inspirational local junior 
football coach Brian Smith 
has been chosen as the win-
ner of The Banner’s Com-
monwealth Games legacy 
competition.

Brian got the majority of the 
vote by our panel of judges 
which included Susie Wolff, 
development driver for the 
Williams Formula One team 
from Oban, Jeremy Vickers 
- a Fort William power lifter 
who will represent Scotland 
in the British and European 
Strongest man competition, 
and Susan Partridge from 
Oban who will be running 
in the games marathon this 
year. 

As well as two tickets to 
the games in Glasgow, The 
Arran Banner is also giving 
Brian £50 towards his travel 
expenses.

The football coach from 
Brodick was nominated by 
his colleague Angus Raeburn, 
who has recently left the is-
land to live in Canada.

Angus said: ‘Brian has been 
involved with the club since 

Coach Brian Smith is pictured with his junior footballers at training on Monday night. 20_b20bri02 

his own children could kick a 
ball and has organised train-
ing with up to the minute 
training techniques as well as 
getting the children involved 
in creating team spirit. 

‘He has also played football 
on Arran for more than 45 
years with Brodick, Northend 
and the Over 30s going on 
to be chairman of the Arran 
Football Association and a 
committee member of the Ar-
ran Sports Association.’  

He added: ‘Brian has helped 
young Arran players go on 
to play with mainland clubs 
too.

‘Recently one girl has won a 
scholarship to play in Ameri-
ca, so you can see from this 
the effect Brian has had one 
these children. 

‘I work with Brian and know 
what junior football means to 
him and it would be fantastic 
to see him get some sort of 
recognition for all these years 
of dedication.’  

When The Banner present-
ed Brian with his prize on 
Monday night at junior foot-
ball training he was charac-
teristically modest about his 
achievements but said he was 
delighted to have won. 

The Pierhead Tavern will be open for 
business this summer, but it could be 
for the last time.

Owners Punch Taverns has submitted 
a planning application to turn the Lam-

However, while the planning process 
is considered the Shore Road pub will 
continue to be operated on a temporary 
basis by the Arran Brewery.

And boss Gerald Michaluk has prom-
ised it will be fully open for summer 
business within the next couple of 
weeks.

The brewery took over the pub last 
November after it was in danger of be-
ing shut down for good by Punch Tav-
erns and after the festive season has op-

erated with evening weekend opening 
hours.

Now the brewery is ready to open for 
a full summer season once the last of 
the food preparation equipment is in-
stalled.

Mr Michaluk said: ‘All the equipment 
is in place. All we are waiting for is the 
electrical work to be completed. Once 
we can serve food, the bar will be open 
for full service.’

However, it is still operating on a tem-
porary basis with the pub still up for 
sale and the new planning application 
for housing.

Punch has applied to North Ayrshire 
Council to covert the pub into three, 

-

-
tal. There would not be any major struc-
tural alterations to the building.

gone out in the last few days and the 
application is under consideration by 

Mr Michaluk has not ruled out buying 
the premises but believes that, rather 

-
ant to take over the running of the pub.

A Punch Taverns spokeswoman said: 
-

cation has been submitted to determine 
whether the pub has the potential for 
conversion. We are currently speaking 
with interested parties.’ 
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8-seater taxis available

Ardrossan Harbour to:

Glasgow Airport
£35.00

Prestwick Airport
£25.00

Return bookings and other 
prices on request.

It pays to advertise in the Arran Banner

•Do you have
a story for

The Arran
 Banner?

 Call our 
reporters on

01770
302142

HENDRY’S FUNERAL SERVICES LTD
15 Glen Avenue, Brodick

Your Local Independent Funeral Director
S A I F Member

All funeral arrangements
Agents for Golden Charter Funeral Plans and 

Robertson Memorials
Tel Clair on 01770 302233

New bowling 
club pavilion
A bowling club has been 
given planning permission to 
erect a new pavilion.

Blackwaterfoot Bowling 
Club can now go ahead with 
the construction of the new 
covered seating area for 
players and spectators along 
with two storage sheds.

It will replace the exist-
ing wooden structures at the 
club’s green.

North Ayrshire Council 

the development without any 
additional conditions being 
imposed.

End the parking free for 
all at ferry terminal

Man rescued 
from Goatfell 
Arran Mountain Rescue 
was called out last Thursday 
afternoon after reports that 
a man had found himself in 

Team members located 
the un-injured walker and 
accompanied him off the hill 
to safety.

There has been a demand for 
action over indiscriminate 
parking at the Brodick Ferry 
Terminal.

One problem, which has 
been raised at Arran Com-
munity Council, is that driv-
ers are blatantly disregarding 
signs at the short term car 
park which limits their stay to 
half an hour. 

They also say the two 
disabled spaces are being 
regularly abused as they are 
not clearly enough marked, 
despite yellow wheelchair 
markings on the ground.

Last week a car sat in the 
short stay car park for days 
with its back wheel removed 
and its axle propped up on a 
slab of concrete. It has now 
been removed.

There is also concern at the 
increasing use by the public 
of parking around the bus 
terminus, where Caledonian 
MacBrayne staff are already 
thought to park.

A car was left for days in the short stay car park last week with its wheel missing. 20_b20car01

complete but, in the mean-
time, we would be happy to 
meet with relevant parties to 
see what alternative solutions 
might be found.’ 

He added: ‘As ever it is the 
minority who spoil it for the 
majority and we would urge 
anyone who is using these 
spaces to think about the im-
pact their behaviour is having 
on others.’ 

Police on the island said 
they were aware of the issue 
and were looking into it.

But the problem of policing 
the car parks is exacerbated 
by the fact that they are on 
private land owned by pier 
owners Caledonian Maritime 
Assets Ltd (CMAL) which 
shares responsibility with 
CalMac.

CMAL recently carried out 
localised surface repairs and 
repainted the white lining in 
the car park.

The community council 
meeting heard it was well 
known that people left their 

cars at the short stay car park 
and went away for the day or 
longer. It means that genuine 
short term users are forced 
to stop on the double yellow 
lines to drop off passengers.

Members agreed they should 
make a request for new sign-
posts for the disabled parking 
bays and asked that local po-

pier.
Chairman John Inglis added: 

‘I think we should also be re-
minding visitors that they can’t 

just park where they wish.’
A CalMac spokesman said: 

‘Car parking at Brodick, and 
especially the use of the short 
stay car park, has always 
been an issue. Our port staff’s 
main responsibility is for the 
safe management of the car 
lanes and we rely on car users 
to behave responsibly and not 
abuse the rules about short 
term stays. 

‘We would expect many of 
these issues to be addressed 
when the new terminal is 

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/arranbanner
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ARDROSSAN
HARBOUR
TO YOUR DESTINATION

Mainland Taxis
07921 998457
01294 463556
Glasgow City Centre £42

Glasgow Airport £35

Prestwick Airport £25

Irvine Central Hospital £14

Crosshouse Hospital £20

Ayr Hospital £32

Troon Harbour £22

Kilmarnock £23

Ayr £28
For other quotes just ask!
Friendly Reliable Service
www.mainland-taxis.co.uk
7 SEATER WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE VEHICLE 
AVAILABLEIt pays to advertise in the Arran Banner 

Dozens of runners will take on
the challenge of the gruelling
Goatfell Race which takes
place today (Saturday).

With the weather forecast to
be dry and bright organisers
are hoping to tempt locals to
join the 150 mainland runners
already signed up, with places
sold out for some time.

More than 200 runners
took on the challenge of the
arduous eight miles to the
top of Goatfell and back last
year, when the race was part
of the Scottish Hill Runners
Championship.

Starting at 12noon at the
Ormidale Park in Brodick, the
race is a popular multi-terrain
classic, with one and a half
miles of tarmac road at either
end, then varying to forest
track, mountain paths, and the

boulders to the summit and
back. Locals, as always, can
enter on the day at the sports
pavilion, from 10.30am.  Iain
Keen and Michael Jackson
are two locals running for
charity, and should get
plenty of support. Last year’s

on the independence question
is to take place next month
and will involve speakers
with local connections putting
across their arguments for
both sides.

Gerald Michaluk of Arran
Brewery will present the
Scottish Conservative Party
‘Better Together’ position,
alongside North Ayrshire
Councillor and COSLA
president David O’Neil
representing Scottish Labour.

The ‘YES Scotland’
argument will be made by a
member of Arran Women for
Independence, and a young

Relatives of the men who lost their lives on board 
the submarine HMS Vandal gathered at Lochranza 
Pier on Saturday for the annual memorial service. 
The U-class submarine sank in the Kilbrannan Sound 
on February 24 1943 with the loss of all her crew on 
board.  The sinking of HMS Vandal went relatively 
uncommemorated until 1997 when the Submariners 
Association had a memorial erected beside the ferry 
slip in Lochranza.  20_b20van01

Independence debate 
scheduled for June    

person from the Radical
Independence Campaign
- their names have yet to be

Each speaker will start by
outlining their case with a
short speech.

The audience will then get an
opportunity to ask questions
and express viewpoints and
it is hoped that those who
are still undecided about
how they will vote on 18
September, will be helped to
make their minds up.

The debate is hosted by
North Ayrshire UNISON, a
trade union with members on
the island.

position on the referendum
question and has instead de-
cided to promote widespread
debate, particularly around
issues concerning public sec-
tor jobs and services.

Service cuts
Chairman Colin Turbett

said: ‘We know that our
own council intends making
massive cuts in services that
have only been delayed this
year due to the referendum
and we want to know what
difference a vote one way or
another will make.

‘We also want to know what
hope there is for reducing

widening inequalities in
society and rolling back
growingyouthunemployment
and despair.

‘The main Westminster
parties seem committed to
Trident Missile replacement
and the same type of foreign
policies, so could this all
change with independence
– these are just some of the
things of interest to us as a
trade union.’

The Isle of Arran
Independence Referendum
Debate will take place on
Friday 6 June at 7.30pm in the
Community Theatre at Arran
High School in Lamlash.

winner was Finlay Wild of
Lochaber Athletic Club, one
of Scotland’s top hill runners,
who came in a half mile ahead

15m 56s. The record is held
by Andy Peace in 1994 in a
time of 1h 13m 40s, albeit
on a slightly shorter course.
The ladies’ record is held by
Dr Angela Mudge  in a time
of 1h 26m 21s in 2001. Both
runners have represented
Britain internationally.

As usual Isle of Arran Pipe
Band, under the direction
of pipe major Malcolm
Wheeler, will provide musical
entertainment during the
afternoon.

Between the runners leaving
and returning, a ‘not too
serious’ dog show, a welly
boot throwing competition,
and children’s races, will
be organised by Brodick
Improvement Association
with its usual chutzpah and
enthusiasm.

Organiser Tommy Gilmore
said: ‘The weather forecast
looks favourable so it should
be a good day.’

Runners snap      
up chance to
take on Goatfell
challenge

Relatives gather at pier to
remember HMS Vandal

COMPOST & BARK DEALS
Bulrush professional Quality
2x 60lt Multipurpose - £10.00

3 x 70lt Decorative Bark - £20.00
Top soil, Moisture control, Grobags

Now Open Mon-Sat 9.30-5pm
1 Auchrannie Road Tel: 302587

The Back Garden

T e l : 0 1 7 7 0 3 0 2 9 6 8

BISTROOPENEACHEVENING
FROM6pm

WE CATER FOR ALL TYPES OF FUNCTIONS
PARTIES, CELEBRATIONS, OCCASIONS
PLEASE CALL US WITH YOUR ENQUIRY

OPEN ALL DAY
NEW  2 COURSE BAR MENU £12.50

Meals, Quick Bites, Snacks
Coffee & Scones
Cocktails, Wine, Whiskies
Sharing Platters & Nibbles
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Got a story for 
The Banner?         

Call the 
newsdesk
on 01770 
302142

One of the world’s leading 
landscape garden designers 
has been hired to help trans-
form Brodick Castle gardens 
into a 21st century master-
piece.

Brighton-based Andy Stur-
geon was recently commis-
sioned to design three unique 
roof gardens on top of Lon-
don’s iconic Battersea Power 
Station in the biggest urban 
landscape in Britain.

Now at the opposite end of 
the scale he will weave his 
magic in the lush rural setting 
of the sprawling castle gar-
dens on Arran.

And he admitted the two 
projects could not be more 
different. ‘One is for private 
roof gardens in the middle 
of the city where the plants 
won’t even touch the ground, 
the other is for a historic pub-
lic garden on an iconic Scot-
tish island,’ he said.

Mr Sturgeon beat all-com-
ers in an international compe-
tition to come up with a new 
concept design for the gar-

redesign of the gardens since 
the National Trust for Scot-

public in 1958 after the estate 

Leading designer to transform 
castle’s historic walled garden

was acquired. And while his 
main focus will be the walled 
garden he will consider it 
within the setting of the wider 
castle grounds.

The celebrated garden de-
signer, who has been listed 
among the top 10 in Britain, 
said he jumped at the chance 
to work in the Brodick gar-
dens, which he knew from a 
tour of west coast gardens he 
undertook several years ago.

He said: ‘Lots of competi-
tions come into us but there 
wasn’t the slightest hesitation 
that we wanted to pitch for 
work at Brodick Castle.’

It will be a daunting task to 
merge the history and tradi-
tion of the gardens with 21st 
century designs. 

With a history dating back 
more than 300 years since 
the upper walled garden was 
created in 1710, Mr Sturgeon 
will have his work cut out.

Much of the structured and 
ornamental garden design 
today still owes much to the 
skill and vision of the Duch-

half of the 20th century and 
Mr Sturgeon admitted it was 
a ‘massive challenge’. 

He said: ‘We have to respect 

the existing magic of the cas-
tle and the grounds but at the 
same time, like all gardens, 
there needs to be progress to 
develop a living garden.

sensitive to the past yet excit-
ing for the future.’

Mr Sturgeon said, on his 
second visit to the island to 
develop the project, that he 

stage and formulating the 
brief which he hopes eve-
ryone with an interest in the 
gardens will get behind.

Mr Sturgeon is known for 
his innovative planting but 
asked by The Banner if he 
would bring this to Arran he 
replied: ‘Brodick has always 
had a history of innovative 
planting. The gardeners here 
have always been at the fore-
front of modern thinking in 
planting and design.’

But be in no doubt there will 
be change.

While Mr Sturgeon is keep-
ing one eye on the history of 
the gardens he also wants to 
bring in some contemporary 
aspects to the new design.

He said: ‘The challenge is 
to bring aspects of the garden 
into the 21st century while re-
taining some of the emotional 
attachments people have to 
the existing gardens.’

And Mr Sturgeon will have 
to work round some of the 
listed aspects of the upper 
walled garden including some 
of the terraces and steps.

A design brief for the work 
should be complete within 

phase’ due for completion by 
June 2015.

Mr Sturgeon will have no 
direct involvement with the 
award-winning rhododen-

dron collections in the garden 
during the work.

But he said: ‘They are such 

garden that they have to be 
taken into account even if it 
is considering paths into the 
walled garden.’

His previous commissions 
include large country estates, 
public spaces and unique 
rooftop gardens throughout 
the UK. Internationally, he 

has worked on projects in 
Asia, Russia, Europe and 
the Middle East. He recently 
designed a show garden for 

festival - the Suncheon Bay 
Garden Expo.

He has won numerous 
awards at the internation-
ally renowned RHS Chelsea 
Flower Show, including six 
gold medals and the coveted 
‘Best in Show’ award. He is 

also a published author, jour-
nalist and broadcaster.

Signature project leader 
Jonathan Bryant said: ‘It is 
great to have someone of 
Andy Sturgeon’s stature on 
board. The project so far has 
been all about broad brush 
strokes, now we are getting 

projects and trying to raise 
the money to make them hap-
pen.’

Andy Sturgeon, right, and his assistant David Ravenscroft outside Brodick Castle 
with the gardens behind them. 20_b20andy03

Gardeners David 
Ravenscroft, Andy 
Sturgeon and the castle’s 
own Jens Neilson view the 
gardens from the dining 
room. 20_b20andy02
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Members of the Arran Belles
on Bikes proved they are not
afraid to get their hands dirty
when it comes to those oily
problems of punctures and
broken chains.

A special bike maintenance

station, where the ladies-only
bike group got to grips with
those awkward jobs.

The session was conducted
by keen cyclist and Arran
Belles supporter Gerard Tat-

turnout of 10 members of the
group, who took their bikes to
bits under his direction.

Belles organiser Janice Small
said: ‘We have been trying to
organise a maintenance class
for a while and we are grateful
to Gerard for his help.

‘Some of the ladies don’t
even carry puncture repair
kits so I thought it was impor-
tant everyone has some basic
practical knowledge of their
bikes.’

The Belles have gone from
strength to strength since they
were formed in April last year
in a bid to get more women
cycling.

It was set up with the moto:
‘not far, not fast, no pressure’
and began when Janice and
four others cycled from Brod-

Successful
Easter
exhibition
for AVA 
Arran Visual Arts (AVA)
held another very successful

which sold more than £1,000
worth of artworks.

-

High School. Jan Macgregor,
AVA chairman, said: ‘We had

which was less than 2012,
but the sunshine kept people
outdoors and 2012 was our

School venue, so perhaps
there was a curiosity factor.

voted for their favourite piece and here
is the top ten: 1 Wendy Kilroe with
Winter Light 27 votes, 2 Patsy Keen with
Portrait Laughter 16 votes, 3 Phil Holmes

-
nifer Williams with Moonlight on Fallen

Brookens’Arran Sunset from Ardrossan
with 10 votes, Jane Nichol’s preparing for
Winter with 10 votes and Phil Holmes’
Indigo Peaks with 10 votes, 8 Bobbi Ad-
amson’s ‘JUMP’ with 9 votes, 9 Rodger
McDowall’s The Old Man of Lagg with 8
votes, 10 Elizabeth Ross’s ‘Mouse Hall’
with 8 votes.

Belles get to grips with 
bike maintenance class

Shona Hume having trouble with her brakes. 20_b20bike03

Gerard Tattersfield gives the Belles a maintenance lesson. 20_b20bike01

Gerard talks members though a wheel change. 20_b20bike04

ick to Corrie and back.
Since then members have

gradually increased their dis-

the group cycled from Brod-
ick over the String Road
round Machrie and back. And
the ladies regularly tackle the
Boguille and the Ross Road.

Planning
In a new venture, the ladies

also now travel away once a
month and have been to Cum-
brae, Largs and Troon and are

August with an overnight stay
in Tighnabruaich.

Members are also compet-
ing in the second Cycletta in
Perthshire in October.

However, Janice still wants
to get more women involved

and has started a new group
for beginners.

She said: ‘The Belles have
helped women’s cycling on
Arran become very healthy.
Friendships have been formed
and ladies are going out in-
dependently. Three mem-
bers have even brought new
bikes.’

Another maintenance night
is planned for later in the year
following the success of last
week’s event.

The new group meets on
Thursday at 11am at the Ormi-
dale Pavilion. The main group
meets on Tuesday at 10.30am

various start locations around
the island.
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Arran
Banner

Newsdesk
01770

302142

Rosaburn, Brodick. Open daily 10.30am to 4.30pm.

Learn about the island’s Social History, Archaeology,
The Arran Clearances, Farming, Geology and 

Lots More. Visit the 19th Century Cottage, 1940’s 
Schoolroom, and Blacksmith’s Forge.

This year’s special displays are on the theme of World 
War One and Arran at War.

Children’s Quiz and Playhouse, Riverside Picnic Area.
Gift Shop and Lovely Snacks and Meals at Café Rosaburn.

Archives and Genealogy Researchers Welcome
(Wednesdays only 10.30am to 12.30pm

and 1.30pm to 3.30pm. or by appointment) 

SCOTTISH CHARITY NUMBER  SC002089

FOUR STAR “MUST SEE” ATTRACTION

Arran Heritage Museum

The Arran Brewery expects 
to hear in weeks if its bid to 
take over Scotland’s most 
southerly distillery is to be 
taken any further.

The brewery and its inves-
tor partners are among sev-
eral groups trying to acquire 
Bladnoch Distillery near 
Wigtown, which went into 
liquidation in March.

The move comes after the 
brewery scrapped its bid to 
buy the former Rosebank 
Distillery in Falkirk.

But it is proceeding with 
plans to expand its brewery 
on Arran, launch a new brew-
ery on Loch Earn in Perth-
shire and acquire a third at a 
location still to be disclosed. 

launch a sake brewery in a 
former primary school in 
Dreghorn, North Ayrshire.

It abandoned its bid to pur-
chase the Rosebank site when 
Falkirk Council decided to 
classify the site as ‘aban-
doned’. This was despite get-
ting the offer of a £500,000 
grant from Scottish Heritage 
and a likely grant from the 
lottery commission.

Managing director Gerald 
Michaluk said: ‘We were 
extremely disappointed at
the council’s decision in 
Falkirk to classify the site 
as abandoned. However, our 
investor partners are will-
ing to support us in the pur-
chase of Bladnoch Distillery.

A successful advice day was 
held last week by Ayrshire 
Local Integrated Sensory 
Services.

The event, at the Ormidale 
Pavilion in Brodick, was 
aimed at anyone with a 
sight or hearing loss, their 
families, carers and friends or 
professionals with an interest 
in sensory impairment.

During the day a steady 
stream of visitors viewed the 
various information stalls, 
heard about  local services 
and looked at equipment that 
can support people with sight 
or hearing loss.

As well as various council 
services, North Ayrshire 
Citizens Advice, Arran CV0,  
Home Energy Scotland, 

service were also represented 
on the day.

Delighted
Donna McSwiggan, of 

Action on Hearing Loss 
Scotland, which organised 
the event with the RNIB, 
said: ‘We were delighted with 
the number of people who 
turned up at the event and 
the support we got from local 
organisations. 

‘This gave us the chance 
to meet people from across 
Arran to tell them about the 
services on offer to support 
them. People with sensory 
loss often feel isolated and 
we want them to know that 
there is local support and 
information on the island to 
help them meet the challenges 
they face in their day to day 
lives.’

Joanne Reilly, of RNIB 
Scotland added: ‘We 
appreciate that people can 

the mainland, so we were 
delighted to be able to bring 
equipment and information to 
them.’

‘We will know in the next 
few weeks whether our 
bid is going to be taken
any further.’

Administrators Ernst and 
Young said there had been 

Galloway distillery.
Meanwhile, Arran Brewery 

has raised £160,000 from 

exercise aimed at raising £4 
million. It means that 0.2 per 
cent of the company has been 
sold valuing it on paper, at 
least, at £80m.

All the Arran Brewery’s 
staff, eligible to purchase 
shares, did so showing inter-
nal support for the company’s 
plan is very strong. The sec-
ond round of the exercise will 
be in August.

However, Mr Michaluk said 
that half of the £4m it had 
earmarked to raise was for 
the Rosebank project, so the 
company did not need to raise 
as much money as originally 
planned. He added: ‘We are 
upgrading the brewery on 
Arran as well as being fully 
funded for phase one of the 
Loch Earn Development and 
to enter international markets.’

 Two new brands of Ar-
ran beer are being launched 
this year - ‘The King’s Cave’ 
named after the cave at 
Machrie and ‘Ben Vorlich’, 
inspired by the mountain near 
the new Loch Earn brewery 
in Perthshire.

Brewery bids to 
buy new distillery 
after Rosebank 
plan scrapped

Visitors study the advice available at the information day. 20_b20hear01

Above: Donna McSwiggan at 
the Action on Hearing Loss stall. 
20_b20hear02

Sensory
advice day 
proves a 
big success

Left: Joanne Reilly gives advice at 
the RNIB stand. 20_b20hear03

BRODICK CASTLE GARDENS

DECIDUOUS AZALEA 
WERE £16.99    NOW £11.99

GIBRALTAR

LARGE SELECTION OF RHODODENDRON
IN STOCK

To book places on the tours please contact the Castle 
0844 4932152 

brodickcastle@nts.org.uk

PLANT SALE
WHATS ON AT THE CASTLE

TUESDAY 20th MAY Garden Walk  
2.00pm – 3.30pm

Normal Garden Entry. Meet at Reception
Donations welcome. No booking required

WED 21st MAY Back to the Bronze Age
2.00 – 4.00pm

Call the Castle for more information
Adults £8 u16 £4 + Park Entry. Booking Essential

FRIDAY 22nd MAY Castle Secrets Tour  11.30am – 1.00pm
Call the Castle for more information
£8 + Castle Entry. Booking Essential

SUN 25th MAY Pond Dip  2.00pm – 3.30pm     
Discover what creatures lurk beneath the surface…..   
Adults FREE u16 £3 + Park Entry    

No need to book       Meet at Reception Centre at 2pm

SUN 25th MAY Model Aeroplane Exhibition  12.00 – 3.30pm     
Free with entry to the Country Park

To book places on the tours please contact the Castle 
0844 4932152 

brodickcastle@nts.org.uk
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Successful
sale for 
Arran’s
farmers
United Auctions in Stirling
had forward 2,316 store cat-
tle, 191 cast cows and bulls,
266 hoggs and ewes with
lambs at foot, and 3,484
prime spring lambs, hoggs,
and cast ewes.

Cattle
Heifers: Hillhead (Sim-

mental) £765, 179p/kg;
Hillhead (Aberdeen Angus)

(Saler) £500, 214p/kg.

(Saler) £670, 232p/kg.
-

sin) £695 125p/kg; Hillhead

Sheep:
Mule gimmers with single

lambs £147 Craigraineach.
Hoggs: Glenkiln (Cheviot)

£70.
Ewes: Burican (Texel)

£96.50; Kilpatrick (Texel)
£87.50; Glenkiln (Texel)
£77.50; Auchenhew (Mule)
£76.50; Sheddock (Mule)
£72.50; Bellvue £70.50;
Craigraineach (Suffolk)
£96.50; Glenkiln (Black
Face) £66.50; Craigraineach
(Black Face) £58.50; Shed-
dock (Black Face) £56.50.

Tups: North Sannox (Black
Face) £71.50.

Katie Murchie of 1st Shiskine
Guides is celebrating after
receiving - rather belatedly -
the highest accolade for Girl
Guides, the Baden-Powell
Challenge Award.

Katie had to complete a vari-
ety of challenges that includ-
ed organising a Hallowe’en
party that was shared with
the Brownies and Rainbows,
completing a variety of badg-
es, holding an International
evening with her Patrol for
the whole unit to enjoy and
much more.

One of the highlights was
the unit travelling to Glasgow
last year to attend The Tartan
Gig - a pop concert for 2,500
screaming Girl Guides.

As Katie was nearing the
end of her Baden-Powell she
also attended a special adven-
ture overnight in Kilmarnock
- no mean feat as she was go-
ing to somewhere she did not

Jan is 
cookware
competition
winner
Jan Anderson from Machrie
is the winner of the Arran
Banner/Wyvex Media’s
recent Delimano six-piece
cookware competition.

The competition proved
very popular with our read-
ers and Jan successfully
answered the question: com-
plete the name of this famous
TV chef – Jamie _____?

a) Oliver b) Ramsay c)
Blanc. It was of course Jamie
Oliver.

Congratulations to Jan who
won a six-piece cookware
set, courtesy of Delimano
Cookware, including one
small frying pan, one large
frying pan, one cooking pot,
saucepan and two glass lids.

Mountain
Festival to 
host action 
adventure film 
and curry night
Some of the best action and

the world will be shown at
Altachorvie Island Retreat,

Saturday 17 May, as a part of
the annual Arran Mountain
Festival.

‘Craghoppers Best of Kendal
Film Tour 2014’, range from
short emotional documenta-
ries to high octane thrillers.

Festival are ‘Cascada’, ‘The
Beinn Ghlas Project’, ‘Cave
Unicycling’, ‘Murakaza’,

Way’.
Doors open at 7pm and the

goers will be able to enjoy
home-made curry before
being transported back into
high action drama.

being generously supported
by Altachorvie Island Retreat

Tickets will be available
on the door, however, the
evening is predicted to be a
busy one, so do get tickets in
advance from Arran Active,
Cladach.

The Arran Mountain
Festival is a community-
run event, organised by a
committee of volunteers
and only made possible by
dedicated volunteer walk
leaders donating their time
and expertise enabling locals
and visitors alike to explore
Arran’s fantastic mountains.  

For last minute walk book-
ings please check the website
www.arranmountainfestival.
co.uk for availability.

Baden-Powell prize 
for Shiskine Guide 

Katie Murchie, left, is presented with her 
Baden-Powell award by Guide leader Mairi Duff.  

Shiskine Guides enjoyed a hair and nail night to 
celebrate Katie Murchie’s Baden-Powell award. 

know and was meeting girls

To celebrate receiving her
award Katie decided to have
a hair and nail night on Tues-
day 6 May and the Guides
were delighted to welcome
Alice Anderson who came
along and did some hair curl-
ing with a super gadget as
well as bringing along lots of
things to do with nails.

Commended
Mairi Duff, Guide leader

and division commander,
said: ‘In this day and age it
is to be commended when
young people ‘stick at some-
thing’ and show a commit-
ment. It is only right that it is
recognised, especially when
it is not necessarily ‘cool’
to admit you are involved in
Guiding.

‘So well done Katie and
congratulations from the
whole unit.’



press policy
WE AT The Arran Banner do our utmost to make sure that all our reports 
are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on occasion, mistakes 
can occur in the hectic process of producing a local newspaper.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in print. 
The 

Arran Banner, Brodick, Arran giving your day-time telephone number 
where possible. 

This statement of policy will appear on this page every week along with 

The Arran Banner adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s Code 
of Conduct.  The views expressed in The Arran Banner are not necessarily 
those of the The Oban Times Group.

your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 
words in length for publication on this page. The 
editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses 
must be supplied, including on e-mails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime telephone number is also 
required for verification. Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact telephone number will not 
be printed. Please write or fax to: Letters Page, The 
Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran. 
E-mail editor@arranbanner.co.uk

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Arran
Deliveries
Glasgow Depot
Arran Deliveries
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow G14 OHB

Arran Deliveries
The Parcel Point
Harbour Road, 
Ardrossan
North Ayrshire 
KA22 8BZ

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
Daily collection throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and surrounding districts

Tel: 01475 676 255
Fax: 01294 469 492

Open Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm
Accepting goods destined 
for the island

We deliver the goods
not excuses
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Short-term parking has 
become a long-term
inconvenience

‘And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all 
in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 
Father through Him.’ (Colossians 3:17)

Haphazard and indiscriminate parking at the Brodick Fer-
ry Terminal has long been a problem.

Drivers are blatantly disregarding signs at the short term 
car park which limits their stay to half an hour - some-
times vehicles are left for weeks at a time. 

There is also a problem with the disabled spaces being 
abused as the two spaces are not clearly marked.

Last week a car was spotted parked in the short stay car 
park for days with its back tyre removed and its wheel 
axle propped on a slab of concrete. 

There is also concern at the increasing use by the public 
parking around the bus terminus, where CalMac staff are 
thought to park.

The lack of suitable parking at the pier has long been a 
problem.

There aren’t enough spaces at the Tourist Information 

the ferry - and yet people do, often leaving the vehicles 
there for days not just hours. 

-
stalled along Market Road it is going to be even worse.

space along the seafront in Brodick. 
Cars are often abandoned in the car park outside The 

customers and those that work here.
Double yellow lines in the centre of Brodick have made 

the village much safer to navigate for drivers and pedestri-
ans but it has limited the amount of parking available.

Increasing number of visitors are bringing their cars to 
the island for holidays and there have certainly been more 
campervans on the roads over the past few weeks. With 
the introduction of RET in September it is inevitable that 
there will be more vehicles here than ever before.

The plans for the new Brodick Pier Terminal do incorpo-
rate much-needed car parks and drop-off areas.

But throughout the year-long construction process it is 
likely that the pier parking situation is going to go from 
bad to worse.

term car park while in a hurry to catch the boat, think 
about the long-term inconvenience you may be causing 
to other drivers. 

Beautiful hedges 
Sir,
After the dreadful way in 
which the Arran hedgerows 
were butchered last year, 
I wish to compliment the 
people responsible for this 
year’s trim.

In my opinion, the hedge-
rows at the moment are an 
absolute picture, perfectly 
even and a riot of colour and 
to drive around our lovely 
island is an absolute joy, de-
spite road closures and pot 
holes!

Yours,
Kate Hesp
Sliddery

Says it all 
Sir, 
Comment passed by a recent 
visitor on the state of Brodick 
Beach and Fisherman’s Walk: 
‘The Cladach end - well that’s 
nature. The village end - that’s 
vandalism!’ 

Says it all really don’t you 
think?

Yours, 
Helen Knight
Glen Road
Brodick

Missing photograph 
Sir,
I bought a book from ArCaS 
recently and inside it was a 
wedding photograph of four 
handsome men in kilts.

I would very much like to be 
able to return it to its owner.

Please telephone 860784 if 
it belongs to you,

Yours,
Audrey Allan
Blackwaterfoot

Zero tolerance to 
pupil violence 
Sir, 
The very sad death of Ann 

-
cident of this type in a UK 
classroom, is I believe a 
wakeup call to head teachers 
and education authorities. 

When last month I saw the 
statistics quoted for almost 
400 incidents annually of 
violence and aggression in 
North Ayrshire schools I was 
concerned that there was po-
tential for a really serious in-
cident.

In the last three years 800 
pupils have been caught with
weapons and police attend-

ed almost 11,000 incidents in 
Scottish schoosl - while in 
the last year only 1 incident 
was reported to police in the
whole of last year in North 
Ayrshire Schools - are our 
children so well behaved ?

From my experience I be-
lieve that there is massive un-

As a former member of the 
Scottish Teachers Associa-
tion, I agree with their com-
ment that many ‘councils and 
head teachers do not want ad-
verse publicity and teachers 
report they are put off com-
plaining by those who want 
to protect the reputation of 
the school rather than the 
safety of the staff’.

In my view safety of staff is, 
as we have now seen, para-
mount.

There must be a zero toler-
ance attitude to pupils who 
bring weapons to school - 
with pupils being instantly 
removed to another school.

For pupils who assault staff 
there must be a similarly swift 
action to remove the pupil for 
a suitable time - unlike what 
happened recently in South 
Ayrshire when a pupil left a 
member of staff with broken 
ribs, the pupil returned to the 
school the next day.

Yours, 
Cllr Tom Marshall
North Coast and
Cumbraes
North Ayrshire Council 

Island poem
Sir,
This  lovely wee   poem was 
written by my friend’s late 
father, Adam Humphries 
Senior, and I thought it might 
be appreciated by my island 
neighbours.
‘There’s something in the 

Arran air
Or isn’t the folks that’s living 
there
That gars us aye gang back 
again
In spite o’ mist and drizzling 
rain.

‘Is it Brodick wi’ its castle 
braw
Sae snug and bein’ mang 
birk and shaw
Or the towerin’ hills and 
lofty bens
Deep scarred wi’ wild and 
rugged glens
‘There’s Whiting Bay wi’ its 

bracing air
The Holy Isle sae bleak and 
bare
Where hermit cheils the lee 
lang day
Done nocht but meditate and 
prey
‘Lamlash secure frae wind 

and sea
Is unco pleasant to the e’e
While Corrie, Sannox, 
Pirnmill
Are grand for folk wi’ nerv-
ous ill
‘Kildonan hamely clean 

and sweet
Has aye the waves aroon her 
feet
And Lagg deep sheltered in 
the vale
Leg weary travellers glad-
some hail
‘Lochranza, Dougrie, 

Thundergay,
Will sooth and chase your 
cares away
But I maun soon ‘a warnin’ 
note,
To Arran’s Isle aye tak’ yer 
coat’
Yours,

Carol King
Kildonan

Majority win 
Sir,
Regarding last week’s article 
on Arran’s youngsters engag-
ing in the independence de-
bate I would suggest a major-
ity of nine to six constitutes 
more than a ‘narrow win’ for 
‘yes’.

Even playing by the same 
convoluted rules as in the last 
referendum (‘don’t know’ 
counts as ‘no’) it’s still a ma-
jority for ‘yes’. 

Yours
Andy Surridge
Whiting Bay 

We were ignored
Sir,
I refer to the recent closure of 
the String Road. 

How much easier life would 
have been if Strathclyde Part-
nership for Transport (SPT) 
had given a little thought to 
the shuttle service running 
from Balmichael to Blackwa-
terfoot. The morning shuttle 
missed the north end bus by 
six minutes. 

This was the same situation 
during the previous closure 
and I assume will be the same 
for the next.

Numerous telephone calls 

to SPT, local councillors, the 
bus ombudsman and a letter 
to the Minister for Transport 
over at Holyrood accom-
plished nothing. 

Indeed we were all ignored.
Anyone thinking of voting 

‘yes’ in the forthcoming ref-
erendum should realise that 
Edinburgh seems to be as far 
from the island as London.

Next time I’ll try Santa 
Claus.

Yours,
Pat King
Shiskine

Croft remembered
Sir,
In the article on the Arran Out-
door Centre last week it was 
important that it highlighted 
the hard work put in by Nigel 
Marshall in the years when it 
was a struggle to convince lo-
cal authorities that there was 
much to be gained from resi-
dential outdoor educational 
experiences.

However, it is slightly inac-
curate to say that Nigel was 
instrumental in setting up the 
Croft.

The person who had the vi-
sion to start local authority 
outdoor education on Arran 
was Alastair Aitkenhead, ad-
visor in physical education 
for Ayrshire.

He and a number of teachers 
from Ayrshire, John Shaw and 
Robert Stevenson to name but 
two, built North High Corrie 
Croft from a shell to a work-
ing centre which opened for 
pupils in August 1971.

Orr who was in post un-
til 1975. He was succeeded 
by David Butcher and then 
Alistair Pratt.

There is no doubt that with-
out Nigel’s commitment and 
dedication to outdoor edu-

years after the closure of the 
Croft, the young people of  
North Ayrshire would not 
have the wonderful facility 
they have now.

The foundation for this 
should not be forgotten as it 
was far from easy and cer-
tainly basic, but is fondly 
remembered by many in Ayr-
shire today.

Yours,
Name and address

  supplied
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Fantastic 
competitions 
and special 
show 
subscription 
offers

Love Scotland?
Subscribe to the new 
look SCOTS Heritage 

Magazine.
Now the official 
magazine of the 

Standing Council of 
Scottish Chiefs

Subscribe today and 
receive a FREE issue 

plus FREE p&p.
ONLY £25

Call 01631 568000

Subscribe
to the
new look

Visit: www.scotsheritagemagazine.com

SCOTS
H e r i t a g e  M a g a z i n e

Call 01371 851868

Free dementia 
training
An awareness training day
for dementia is being held
on Thursday 22 May in the
Cooriedoon Care Home in
Whiting Bay from 2pm to
4pm.

The training is free and is
open to anyone who may
come into contact with a
person with dementia.

According to the Alzhe-
imer’s Society there are
around 800,000 people in
the UK with dementia. One
in three people over 65
will develop dementia, and
two-thirds of people with
dementia are women.

It is estimated that by
2021, the number of people
with dementia in the UK
will have increased to
around one million. This
represents an increase in
Scotland from 86,000 to
189,000.

The day is being organised
by North Ayrshire Council

Allan said: ‘This learning
event will give you an over-
view of dementia along with
the symptoms and signs that
you may need to be aware
of either from a work or a
personal perspective.’

There is a chance for every-
one to enjoy music and mer-
riment, along with the odd
dram, as Isle of Arran Distill-
ers is gearing up to host the
5th Malt and Music Festival
next month.

Taking place over the last
weekend in June, the island
will come alive to the sound
of bands from Arran and the
mainland, which can be en-

-
est single malt.

Broad schedule
The main event takes place

on Saturday 28 June, but
there is a broad schedule of
events throughout the week-
end, from an exclusive White
Stag Dinner on the Friday to

Last Sunday, a group of mem-
bers and friends of Arran Civ-
ic Trust enjoyed a most inter-
esting visit to the new village
of Knockroon, which is a
development on the Dumfries
House estate near Cumnock,
and Auchinleck House, the
host of the Boswell Book
Festival.

At Knockroon, new houses

Malt and music on offer
at distillery festival of fun

the Texas Scramble golf tour-
nament at Lochranza Golf
Course on Sunday.

Doors at the distillery site
open on Saturday at 11am
and the £5 entry fee includes
a spey dram glass, a drink to-
ken and the opportunity for a
guided tour of the distillery.

Throughout the day the team
will be hosting a range of ex-
pert masterclasses, includ-
ing sessions ideal for whisky
novices such as the ‘Whisky
is Fun Masterclass’. More
avid whisky fans can enjoy
workshops such as ‘A Foray
into Finishes’, which looks at

types have on the spirit.
For the evening festivities,

the event is a celebration of
everything we love about Ar-
ran and whisky.

‘As well as being a great
party, the festival gives peo-
ple the opportunity to really
get to know the team behind
Arran Distillers, which is
something that not many dis-
tilleries offer.

‘For nearly two decades
we’ve been producing unique
malt whiskies for discerning
drinkers around the world.
We are delighted to again
welcome people to enjoy the
stunning location that is our
home, some great music and
the Arran Malt.’

‘Survivors’
The fun continues on the

Sunday with the ‘Survivors’
Lunch and Masterclass’
where Euan will host a tradi-
tional meal of haggis, neeps
and tatties, accompanied by a
selection of drams chosen by
the man himself.

The unique and collectable
Arran Malt and Music Festi-
val Bottling 2014, which has
become a key souvenir of the
weekend for many, will be
on sale on the Saturday only
from the visitor centre priced
at around £130.

Tickets to the Festival and
masterclasses can be pur-
chased from www.arran-
events.comThe festival logo. 

the team will be
hosting an night
to remember in
The Grand Mar-
quee in the dis-
tillery grounds,
including cei-
lidh dancing and
music. Tickets
for the evening
event cost £10.

Distillery man-
aging director
Euan Mitchell
said: ‘We really
look forward
to our Malt and
Music Festival
each summer as

Trust trip takes in new 
village

Trust members in the library at Auchinleck House. 

Some of the Arran visitors being shown round 
Knockroon. 

are being built in the style of
traditional Scottish houses of
the 18th and 19th centuries,
maintaining a traditional ex-
terior but internally with all
mod cons.

Most of the party were ex-
tremely impressed with these
new homes, particularly that
there was no mono building
and each phase of the devel-

opment contains a deliberate-
ly mixed style of housing.

The interesting thing to
many was that these houses,
though individually designed
and built, are not more ex-
pensive than a more conven-
tional modern house. Food
for thought.

Also at Knockroon, visitors
can see an example of what
is known as The Wee House

– homes designed by a com-
pany on which are timber clad
with corrugated steel roofs,
well insulated and beautifully

Modest price
The beauty of these interest-

ing buildings is that they can
be transported and built for a
very modest price, anywhere
that there is planning permis-
sion. An impressive idea.

The group then moved on to
Auchinleck House where they
enjoyed lunch, an interest-
ing tour of James Boswell’s
Georgian home and a talk by
broadcaster and writer James

the political thriller ‘The
Madness of July’.

One member said: ‘All in
all it was a fascinating, varied
and enjoyable day.’
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The Banner joined the group of w

A long weekend
with a difference
One of the longest running 
and extreme adventure races 
will literally sail into Lam-
lash over the weekend. 

Now in its 31st year, the 
Scottish Islands Peaks Race 
is an exciting sailing and hill 
running race for adult and 
youth teams which is held 
annually on and around some 
of the most beautiful parts of 
the west coast of Scotland.

The Race starts in Oban 
at midday on Friday with a 
brisk hill run over Dun Ua-
bairtich and along the length 
of Aorbhan Heights.

yachts of all sizes and de-
scriptions, and more than 

the race is always an amaz-
ing event. 

Before arriving on Arran 
today (Saturday) the teams 
will have done the Oban run, 
sailed to and run over Mull 
and up Ben More, sailed to 
and run over Jura and its 
rocky Paps and sailed the 
long haul all the way round 

of Kintyre.

Arriving at Lamlash is just 
the beginning of their Ar-
ran adventure as they then 
have to run to Brodick and 
beyond to ascend Goat Fell 
before running back to the 

-
ished in more ways than one 

-

Battle bus
Thanks to the combined ef-

forts of The Arran Banner, 
Arran Yacht Club and Lam-
lash Lifeboat Station the 
mobile race team has been 
provided with a base at the 
station and electrical hook-
up for their battle bus.

This gruelling and demand-
ing race takes three to four 
days (including nights as the 
race is non-stop) with over 

with the hill ascents, equates 
to running three uphill mara-
thons in a weekend. 

The race can be followed 
on Facebook and Twitter 

-
tish Islands Peaks Race web-
site.

Winning young
thrilling tour o
A group of lucky youngsters from the island’s 
primary schools were given a rare treat last 
weekend - an exciting boat tour of Lamlash 
Bay. 

Through a British Ecological Society-funded 
competition draw, run in the island’s primary 
schools in collaboration with the Community of 

residents (children and their parents) won trips 
with Ocean Breeze RiB Tours to learn more 
about marine life and conservation in the bay. 

This weekend saw the completion of the dis-
covery tours with 22 adults and children being 

treated to a tour of Hamilton Rock, around Holy 
Isle, down to Whiting Bay and back to Lamlash 
Bay. 

Celebrated
Skippers Russell and Elspeth Cheshire showed 

Everyone on board was then invited to view 
the recovering seabed through bathyscopes. The 
skippers also explained the geology of Holy Isle 
and took the participants past the Lamlash Bay 

A tiny baby seal was spotted on Hamilton Rock.  20_b20cst02

Elspeth and Russell Cheshire gave the group a fascinating insight into the ecology 
of the bay.  20_b20cst03

The Lamlash Fish Farm was one of the stops on the tour.  20_b20cst04
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winning youngsters and their parents for the tour on Saturday morning. 20_b20cst01

Flower aranging at Kilmory WRI 
On Monday 14 April, the ladies of Kilmory Rural were de-
lighted to welcome Vicki Milne as the guest speaker for the
evening.

Vicki gave a most informative talk and demonstration on

All members were then given the opportunity of making
their own arrangement. Thank you Vicki was thanked for sup-
plying all the materials used and for her patience.

The Kilmory Rural sale of work will be on Friday 27 June at
2pm in Kilmory hall.

All money raised goes towards the Children’s Christmas
Party.

Important
information
about Euro 
postal votes 
Postal voting packs have
been issued to people who
have registered for a postal
vote in this month’s Euro-
pean Parliament Elections.

Within these packs is a bal-
lot form and return envelope
which should be used for
casting votes in the election
which takes place on Thurs-
day 22 May.

The ballot paper, once
completed, should be placed
inside the envelope with the
address of North Ayrshire
Council clearly visible on the
front.

Voters should check that the
ballot form has been inserted
the right way round – with
the address correctly posi-
tioned in the window of the
envelope – before posting.

Postal votes can also be
handed in at any polling sta-
tion in North Ayrshire on the
day of the election.

Postal voters in North Ayr-
shire now account for about
15 per cent of the electorate.
This represents an increasing
percentage of voter turnout
because of the high propor-
tion of postal votes cast.

gsters enjoy
of Lamlash Bay 

The group thoroughly enjoyed the trip around Lamlash 
Bay.  20_b20cst06

The Pillar Box lighthouse on Holy Isle.  20_b20cst05
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Phileas Dogg’s
Arran trip features 
in new book 

Tranquil Glenisle inspires 

The record sum of £548 was raised at the Royal 
National Lifeboat Institution’s coffee morning in 
Brodick on Saturday. Grateful thanks were given to 
everyone who contributed  to its success, in particular 
businesses and others who donated prizes and items 
for the raffle, tombola and home baking. Lady Jean 
Fforde, honorary president of Arran RNLI and Trish 
Martin,  branch secretary, are pictured on the day. 

Jane Common and her dog Attlee came to Arran in May 
2012. 01_b22dog01

Britain. 

Exotic island

‘Rover reporter’ 
writes about his 
adventures

Dog found

 A 200GM PACK OF AWARD 
WINNING SMOKED GIGHA 
HALIBUT WORTH £22.00*

SUBSCRIBE TO
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THE FESTIVE SEASON GIFT GUIDE 32 

pages of truly unbeatable Christmas gift ideas

PINE MARTENS 
BITE BACK
WHY I HATE 
COUNTRYFILE   
FROM PEEBLES TO 
THE WHITEHOUSE
PETER MCRABBIT: 
BORN IN PERTHSHIRE 
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Claire Macdonald’s 
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WEDDING PLANNER Our 25-page special report on how to stage the perfect nuptials

WILDFOWLING ON ORKNEY UNBEATABLE VENISON RECIPES LEITH’S GODFATHER OF POP ARTSECRET WORLD OF BASKING SHARKS

Plus

Scotland’s top schools 
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EAST LOTHIAN
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JIM NAUGHTIE: MY LIFE AS A BROADCAST ICON

PAGES OF

AND RECEIVE

Call subscriptions on 01371 851868 or visit 
www.scottishfield.co.uk/subscribe

Smoked Gigha Halibut is a new way to enjoy our 

www.gighahalibut.co.uk
Terms & Conditions:  Cancellation charges apply and no re-
funds can be given.  For UK based customers only.  This offer 
is open to new subscribers only and does not apply to those 
renewing their subscription. Minimum subscription for one 
year only — cancellations are not possible during this period.  
Whilst stocks last.  By purchasing this subscription offer you 
agree for Wyvex Media Ltd to share your details with Smoked 
Gigha Halibut and for them to contact you. For more informa-
tion and worldwide subscriptions visit: www.scottishfield.co.uk
*Price includes post & packing

Quote SF04

CAR BOOT SALE
Lamlash Golf Club

Sunday 25th May 11.00am - 2.00pm
£10 per car

Enquires to Sheena 600820 or Jackie 600330
Home Baking and burger stalls

Sailing from BRODICK PIER

Gift Aid it! If you are a UK taxpayer then the Charity can claim an extra 25% from the Taxman. WSN 
Co Ltd, Glasgow G3 8HA. SC005832. All fares include a voluntary 10% donation.

Sailing from LOCHRANZA PIER
Skipness
Castle

SUNDAYS May 25: July6 & 20: August 24  
Leave 3.40pm back 4.40pm
Fare: Cruise Skipness Point £13

Steam Round
Ailsa Craig

SUNDAY June 29 
Leave 2pm back 5.30pm
Fare: Cruise Ailsa Craig £25 SC £23

•Steam Engines
•Restored Lounges & Restaurant 
•Special fares for Senior Citizens
•Children Half Fare - Under 5’s free
•Last seagoing Paddle Steamer in the World!

Bank Holiday Sailing aboard Paddle Steamer Waverley!

Find out more and book online at waverleyexcursions.co.uk
Or to book call 0845 130 4647, book at Information Centre or buy Onboard When You Sail
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Youngsters’ wood carvings go 
on show at Brodick Castle 

If you go into the woods to-
day you may be in for a sur-
prise, as there is an intriguing
new sculpture hidden in the
forest at Brodick Castle.

Ahuge cedar tree stump next
to the adventure playground
has been creatively carved by
the youngsters from the Arran
Youth Foundations (AYF).

With help from local wood
carver and sculptor Marvin
Elliott, the talented kids have
created an eye-catching piece
that features the heads of ani-
mals native to the island.

Well, almost all of them are
native apart from the bear,
but you never know what
you might see in the country
park.

Ross Kerr one of the AYF
members said that they had
been working on the carving
since May last year but the
midges had forced them to
down their tools in late July.

‘So we’re just getting around

The Banner. ‘With help from
Marvin we chose which ani-
mals we wanted to carve and
designed them our selves.

‘It was quite a tricky proc-

The intricate animal head carvings were created by the youngsters from Arran 
Youth Foundations.  20_b20ayf01

ess and it makes you realise
how much work goes into
Marvin’s carvings.’

The carvings feature the fac-
es of various animals includ-
ing a red deer, dolphin, owl,
mouse and eagle and they can
be seen by all visitors to the
castle grounds.

A very realistic-looking dolphin.  20_b20ayf05

The eagle carving.   20_b20ayf03

The brown bear is the only animal not native to Arran.   
20_b20ayf04

Abbie Jackson from Brodick working on her animal 
head carving.  20_b20ayf06

COFFEE & TEA AFTERNOON
In Kilmory Hall

Wednesday 28th May
2-4pm

In aid for RNLI
Short entertainment by Kilmory School Pupils 

Lady Jean Fforde
B O O K  S I G N I N G

‘Castles to Catastrophes’
Thursday 29th May 2pm - 4pm

Her oil paintings also on show at Strabane, 
Brodick, Nr Arran Aromatics

GOATFELL RACE
Saturday 17th May 2014

12noon start
Arran Pipe Band

Welly boot throwing competition
Childrens races

‘not too serious’ dog show - bring your 
children & pooches to the race

Sponsored by: The Co-op & The Auchrannie

HOG ROAST
@

The Sandwich Station
Lochranza

Saturday th May
Served from  noon

ROOTS OF ARRAN
AGM & CURRY NIGHT

SATURDAY 24th MAY
KILDONAN VILLAGE HALL

AGM at 6.30pm followed by
Curry night at 7pm (£5 per person)

All Welcome

SALE OF HOUSEHOLD CONTENTS
@ Ach na Mara, Shore Road, Whiting Bay

Saturday 17th May
10am - 2pm

Including: White goods, electrical 
items, tables, chairs, lamps etc

Enquires phone: 820308
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Lamlash Primary School news

The talented cast at Arran High School is now hard at work on rehearsals for this year’s school production of the much-loved musical ‘Grease’.  This ever-popular show 
promises to be great fun for both the actors and the audiences. Performances will take place on Tuesday 17 June until Friday 20 June, so put those dates in your diaries 
now and get ready to hand-jive!

Grease is the word!

These reports were written 
by Lamlash Primary School’s 
‘Banner reporting group’ -  
Hannah Glendinning, Laura 
MacVicar, Kirk Inglis and 
Isabella Reid.

Generation science
Recently Walter and Wilma 
came from Generation Sci-
ence to teach us about weath-
er.  They put on an amazing 
play about the weather and 
water cycle.

The play was extremely 
good and they needed lots of 
volunteers to help out with the 
play. Both of the presenters 
had very good acting skills. 

The play taught us about the 
water cycle and how it works. 
and they also did a lot of ex-
periments and the audience 
was very amused. For one of 
the experiments they put dry 
ice into water to demonstrate 
how clouds are made.

Lepra visit 
Two people from Lepra vis-
ited the school. They handed 
out envelopes for us to put 
some donations in. If we 
raised £25 we would receive 
a Lepra alarm clock. They 

showed us pictures of how 
bad it is living with Leprosy. 
We found it very interesting. 
On Wednesday 12 March the 
whole school did a workout 
with representatives from Le-
pra.

Playground toys
A woman called Claire 
O’Neill came to Lamlash Pri-
mary School to look at and 
study how we play.  

As a result we have a new 
fort, chalkboard, toy boxes 
and a den. We are hoping to 
get more new toys. We are all 
excited about the new toys.

Poetry competition
On Thursday 13 March Lam-
lash Primary School had a 
Scottish poetry competi-
tion. The winners were Ni-
amh Gosman, Andrew Ro-
jan, Emma Girbow, Connah 
Wright, Gen Inglis, James 
Reid and Dylan Smith. They 

-
ing a recent assembly.

Science fair
On Thursday 20 March Lam-
lash Primary School had a 
science fair. There were lots 

of exhibits and some of them 
were Cartesian divers, the wa-
ter cycle and lots more. One 
of our exhibits was to taste 
test our ice cream.  P6/7 made 
lots of ice creams and got to 

used. Some of the ice cream 
tasted great some didn’t taste 
so good.

STEM competition
P5, 6 and 7 had to come up 
with an invention for STEM 
(Science, Technology, En-
gineering and Maths). P5,6 
and 7 were split into groups 
of three. Only one group got 
shortlisted.
The group had Aleena Ro-

jan, Ethan Sillars and Lucy 
Welch in it. It was a public 
vote and you had to vote on 
Facebook. Lucy Aleena and 
Ethan got 365 votes. Their 
group won the public vote 
and they get to go to the Sci-
ence Centre in Glasgow.

Their invention was a sing-
ing vacuum cleaner. They 
thought they could reduce the 
noise of the vacuum by play-
ing music. Ethan was very ex-
cited and happy that he won.  
Aleena was very surprised 
and Lucy was overwhelmed.

111, the NEW 
free number 
for NHS 24

If it can’t wait until your 
GP surgery reopens

www.nhs24.com
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TWENTY
YEARS AGO

Saturday 14 May, 1994

Store gets go ahead
The new Co-op supermarket is poised to go
ahead at the site of the Island Hotel in Brod-
ick.

However, a second application for a Presto
supermarket on the site of the gift shop and
mini golf is likely to be rejected.

announced last January, has been delayed so
that both applications could be considered
together.

A sub group of the Cunninghame District
Council planning committee has visited
both sites and they will recommend to the
full committee that the Morrison application
for the Co-op should be approved while the
Dawn Construction application for Presto
should be rejected.

They backed the smaller of the two stores
which will be 9,000sq ft.

Councillor Tom Knox said: ‘We considered
the impact on the economy of the island and
considered there was only room for one su-
permarket without it affecting the well being
of all the village shops and local retailers.’

Arran Triathlon
Sixty entrants of all ages and abilities took
part in the Arran Triathlon which was held on
Sunday in bright and breezy conditions.

-
nie pool where many supporters cheered the
competitors on. Next they had to walk or run
to the triathlon HQ to collect their bikes for

leg of a run to Brodick Castle returning for a

 New restaurant
A new restaurant has opened at Cladach in
Brodick.

Fred Wood and Colin Davidson have joined
forces to reopen the Argyll Restaurant which
has been for sale for some time.

Formerly the Arran Nature Centre and
Cladach Restaurant the two men have been
working hard for the past two months to get
it ready for the season.

Fred, who has owned the Glenisle Hotel in
Lamlash for a year, where he was previously
the manager, has teamed up with solicitor
Colin who has recently moved to Arran with
his family.

Housing site
a site for eight to 10 dwellings behind the
houses at Ladeside Place in Shiskine.

The council have made up proposals for the
land, which is partly in its ownership, and
partly belongs to a local farmer, as a suitable
place to build, indicating the house style and
number of houses.

It is part of the Replacement Local Plan and
-

sion had been made as the council generally

Shiskine or Kilmory.

Ian Lambert starts Jon Hill off on his triathlon swim. b19twe02

The finishing touches are being put to the outdoor seating at the Argyll Restaurant 
by chef Andy Murray and Karen Swindale as owner Fred Wood looks on. b19twe04

Head gardener Nigel Price holds two cups which Brodick Castle won at the Scottish 
Rhododendron Society Show held in Helensburgh. b19twe03 

Runner Corrie Black is handed a medal as she completes the triathlon. b19twe01
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in association with Isle of Arran Brewery
What’s on

www.arranbrewery.com

www.arranbrewery.com

Every day
Brodick Castle, Garden Open           9am-Dusk
Arran Brewery Open Mon, Wed, Fri & Sat  10 - 5pm
Arran Brewery Open Tue, Thu & Sun 12.30pm - 5pm
Arran Brewery tour 2pm
Arran Heritage Museum Rosaburn, Brodick, 10.30am - 4.30pm

Saturday 17th May
Army Cadets Auchrannie Road 11am –1 pm. 
Over 21s Disco Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa pool, 4-5pm
Brodick Bowling Club Rink game Brodick Bowling Green, 2pm
Whiting Bay Bowling Club Whiting Bay Bowling Green, 2pm
Goatfell race Ormidale Pavilion, 12noon

Sunday 18th May
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm-5pm
Cocaine Anonymous (& all other drugs) Ormidale sports pavilion, 2-3.30pm
AA Meeting Brodick church hall, 4pm - 6pm
Mackerel Lottery Kinloch Bar, 5pm 
Open music session Eden Lodge, Whiting Bay, 2pm-5pm

Monday 19th May
Over 50s Badminton Lochranza Village Hall, 2-4pm
Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Citizens Advice Ormidale Pavilion, 9.30-1.30pm
Morning Fitness Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
Table Tennis Corrie Hall, 6.30pm
Aerobics (low impact) Shiskine Hall 6pm
Badminton Auchrannie Sports Hall,7-9pm
Arran Junior Football Club Ormidale Park, 6-7.30pm
Yoga Corrie Village Hall, 11am - 12 noon
Summer Bridge Arran High School, 6.30pm
Lamlash Bowling Club Rink Game Lamlash Bowling Green, 7pm
Brodick Bowling Club Rink Game Brodick Bowling Green, 6.45pm
Circuit Training Auchrannie Gym, 6-7pm
Kilmory Hall & bunkhouse AGM Kilmory Hall, 7.30pm
WBay Improvements AGM Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm

Tuesday 20th May
Pop Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Youth Club Kildonan Hall, 7pm
Rotary club Glencloy Suite, Auchrannie, 7.15pm
Healthy Outdoors 10am-1pm NTS Ranger Centre
Scottish Country Dancing Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm
SFA Mini Kickers KA Campus, Arran High School, 5pm - 5.45pm
SFA Early Touch Football KA Campus, Arran High School, 6pm - 7pm
Jnr Badminton KA Campus, Arran High School, 7pm - 8pm

Junior Hockey  Ormidale Pavilion, 6-7pm
Streetly Dance pre-school Auchrannie Dance Studio, 1.45-2.30pm
Garden walk Brodick Castle 2pm-3pm
RunArran Beginners Drift Inn Lamlash, 5.15pm
Arran Food & Craft market Ormidale Pavilion, 11am - 3pm

Wednesday 21st May
Tae Kwondo Arran High School Kids-6.30-7.30pm Adults-7.30-8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Lamlash Church Hall, 8pm
Arran Brass Rehearsal Brodick Church Hall, 7-9pm
Yogalates Auchrannie Studio, 9.30-10.30am

Arran Heritage Museum Archives & Genealogy service 10.30-12.30 & 1.30-3.30
RunArran mixed ability Auchrannie car park, 5.30pm
Running Coaching Auchrannie car Park, 5pm
Yoga-Arran Kinneil, Lamlash, 7-8.30pm
Drift Inn Quiz Lamlash, 9pm
Beavers KA Campus, Arran High School, 6.15 - 7.15pm
Back to the Bronze age Brodick Castle, 2.4pm
Brodick Bowling Club Rink Game Brodick Bowling Green, 6.45pm
Mixed Hockey Auchrannie Sports Hall 7.30-8.30pm
Coffee Morning Lamlash Church Hall 10.15 - 12noon
Arran Music Festival AGM Arran High School, 7.30pm

Thursday 22nd May
Quiz Eden Lodge, 9pm
Morning Fitness  Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
General Knowledge Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Lochranza Craft Club Lochranza Hall, 2pm
Weight Watchers Ormidale Pavilion, 5.30pm
Yoga Corrie Village Hall, 6pm - 7pm
Bridge Club Brodick Golf Clubhouse, 7pm
QuiltArran Fire Station, Lamlash, 2-4pm
Garden Club Brodick Ranger Centre, 7.30pm
Open Music session Drift Inn, Lamlash, 9pm
Ladies Hockey Ormidale Pavilion, 7.30-8.30pm
Cubs KA Campus, Arran High School, 6.15pm - 8pm
Pilates Auchrannie gym, 6-7pm

Friday 23rd May
Aqua Fizz Auchrannie Hotel Pool, 9.45-10.30am
Yogalates Auchrannie Studio, 9.30-10.30am
Arran Youth Foundations Church Hall, Brodick 7pm-9pm
Lochranza Kids Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6-8pm
Lochranza Adults Badminton Lochranza Hall, 8pm
Castle Secrets Tour Brodick Castle, 11.30 - 1pm
Family fun night Brodick Golf Club 4.45pm
Dougarie Dog Trial (Open)                Glenloig (String Road) from 9am.
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The 2014 
FISHupdate Almanac

NOW ON SALE!

CATCHING  PROCESSING  AQUACULTURE

 PRODUCTION SURVEY 2012
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Prices
Prices of farmed shellfish fluctuated throughout 

the year. The average price of Pacific 
oyster was £0.35 per shell; native oyster, 
£0.60 per shell; scallop, £1.70 per shell; 
queen scallop, £0.10 per shell; and 
mussels £1,200 per tonne. 

The value of the table trade is esti-
mated from the production figures 
shown in Table 1.
Mussel: £7.5 million Pacific oyster: 

£0.95 million
Native oyster: £0.19 million Scallop: £0.10 
million Queen: £0.001 million.
The 2012 total value, at first sale for all 
species, was estimated at £8.7 million, a 
decrease from £9.8 million in 2011.

Employment
The industry employed 171 full-time and 187 
part-time and casual workers during 2012. The 
number of full-time employees remained the 
same while there was an increase of 15 part-
time and casual employees since 2011. The 
number of people employed by the shellfish 
farming industry in Scotland rose by 4% from 
the 2011 total of 343. This increase in employ-
ment and the increase in the number of sites 
producing shellfish indicates a continued confi-
dence within the industry.

Summary
Mussel and Pacific oysters remain the main 
species produced in terms of both value and 
tonnage. Mussel production decreased by 10% 
and Pacific oyster production decreased by 

Native oyster 

sales were 

worth £0.95 

million

The number
of people
employed
by the shell-
fish industry 

rose by 4%

MUSSELS
PRODUCTION: 
WORTH £7.5M

AQUACULTURE
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14% during 2012;
• Production of Pacific 
oysters for on-growing has 

significantly increased 
(128%) in 2012 as 

new markets, 
home and 

abroad,
have been 
established;

• There has 
been a reduc-

tion in queen 
scallop and 

scallop production, 
attributed to poor spat 

fall and severe weather conditions;
• Native oyster production dropped from 
350,000 to 317,000 shells. The sector continues 
to target a strong niche market;
•  Employment levels showed an increase of 4% 

from the previous year, with 358 full, part-time 
and casual staff being employed during 2012.

•  The Scottish shellfish farming industry is 
estimated to be worth £8.7 million at first sale 
value.

•  Surveillance for the shellfish diseases 
Bonamiasis and Marteiliasis was maintained 
in 2012, resulting in no new infected areas. 
Movement restrictions remain in place for the 
presence of Bonamia ostreae at Loch Sunart 
and West Loch Tarbet;

•  For shellfish health purposes, 118 out of 330 
sites were inspected during 2012 as part of a 
risk based surveillance programme imple-
mented under Council 
Directive 2006/88/EC;

•  A surveillance programme targeting Pacific 
oyster farm sites continued in 2012, to detect 
any occurrence of OsHV-1 μvar, no evidence 
of infection was found from samples taken. 
Immediate notification of increased mortal-
ity on farm sites must be reported to Marine 
Scotland Science, Fish Health Inspectorate.

•  The industry is dominated by small produc-
ers, although there was a continued and 
marked trend toward large businesses 
contributing to the annual production of all 
species. production of all species.

The Scottish 
shellfish

industry is
worth £8.7 
million at

first sale

value

The industry 
is still 

dominated
by small 

producers
OYSTER PRODUCTION 
FOR ONGROWING 
INCREASED
SIGNIFICANTLY

SCALLOP 
PRODUCTION: DOWN
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187www.fishupdatedirectory.com Almanac & Diary

Fleet size and employment
In 2012, the UK fishing industry had 6,406 fish-
ing vessels compared with 7,578 in 2002, a
reduction of 15 per cent. The fleet in 2012 com-
prised 5,032 10 metre and under vessels and 
1,374 over 10 metre vessels.

Chart 1.1: UK fleet size: 2002 to 2012

There were around 12,450 fishermen in 2012, 
down 12 per cent since 2002. Of these, 5,900 
were based in England (down 9 per cent since 
2002), 1,000 in Wales (down 25 per cent), 
4,700 in Scotland (down 18 per cent) and 800 
in Northern Ireland (up 32 per cent). Part-time 
fishermen accounted for 17 per cent of the total, 
down 2 percentage points over the last ten 
years.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE MMO’S SEA 
FISHERIES STATISTICS 2011

Numbers of

fishermen
have fallen

by 12% since 

2002

UK SEA FISHERIES

STATISTICS 
2012

INFORMATION 
SUPPLIED BY MMO

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
0

2,000

4,000

6,000

8,000

N
u

m
b

e
r 

o
f 

ve
ss

e
ls

To purchase a copy of the Almanac please call 

0131 551 1000
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MOVERS & SHAKERS - CATCHING

Mike Park
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OF THE SCOTTISH WHITE FISH PRODUCER’S 
ASSOCIATION (SWFPA) 

THE Chief Executive of the Scottish White Fish Producers Association (SWFPA) remains 
as infl uential as ever, with regular trips to Holyrood, Westminister and Brussels on behalf of 
Scotland’s whitefi sh and nephrops sectors. Indeed, as head of the largest association of fi shermen 
in the UK, whose members account for a signifi cant proportion of Scottish and UK landings 
both in terms of volume and income, it is fortunate to have a head respected both by its members 
and by keen conservationists including Prince Charles.

George Eustice
FISHERIES MINISTER

IT’s too early to properly assess the impact of the man who took over as the UK’s new fi sheries 
minister from Richard Benyon, but industry insiders have been impressed by the apparent fi rm 
grasp he has of the issues to hand, despite it being early days in his new role. Indeed, Ian Gatt, 
chief executive of the Scottish Pelagic Fishermens Association, refl ected in October that: ‘Our 
fi rst meeting with Mr Eustice was extremely useful and the Association found the Minister to 
be well informed which was demonstrated by his considered responses. Th e Association and the 
Minister agreed to stay in close contact during the autumn negotiating season.’

Martin Leyland
SHETLAND SEAFOOD AUCTIONS 

THE Auction Manager at Shetland Seafood Auctions has overseen an impressive year for the 
Lerwick-based company, and white fi sh landings had already achieved record levels some fi ve 
weeks before the market closed for Christmas. A total of 266,432 boxes had been sold through the 
electronic auction system by 13th November. Th at beats the 263,729 boxes landed in 2008 – the 
previous record year for landings since the system was introduced in 2003. Th e average number of 
boxes landed per week this year is just below 6,000 – compared to just above 5,000 for the whole of 
2012, and this is in part due to the improvements made to both the auctions and the port, during 
Leyland’s watch.

Mark Sheldrick and Darroch Fulton 
LOBSTERMEN

THE two Tarbert lobstermen who saved Sean Taylor’s life when he fell from the 
Blue Angel and was dragged 140ft underwater won the RBS Real Hero Award 
in November. While fi shing for lobster Sean’s leg got caught up in rope from an 
automatic creel shooter. He was underwater for up to 10 minutes before the boat’s 
skipper Mark Sheldrick managed to cut the rope and bring him to the surface. 
Mark got Sean back on the boat and along with Darroch spent the next few minutes 
trying to resuscitate him. Sean, who punctured both lungs and was told that no one 
had survived a situation like it, said: ‘had it not been for the quick reactions of Mark 
and Darroch I wouldn’t be here today.’ 

Dynamic figures from the UK’s 

CATCHING INDUSTRY
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MOVERS & SHAKERS - CATCHING

Jim Evans 
CHAIRMAN OF THE WELSH FISHERMEN’S ASSOCIATION
THE pot fi sherman from Aberporth is now also Chairman of the Welsh Fisherman’s 
Association, which was formed this year to fi ght against reducing quotas, the potential loss 
of historic fi shing grounds, a desire for sustainable fi sheries and an increasingly participative 
management approach by Welsh Government. Still too early to register any major victories for 
its members, the association’s worth should be more quantifi able in the course of 2014.

Jim Williams
FORMER TRAWLER SKIPPER 

A VETERAN from the golden age of Hull’s fi shing industry, Williams published his 
autobiography, called Swinging Th e Lamp, in November. Th e 86 year-old’s engaging memoir 
follows his life from his career as a boy sailor with the Royal Navy, up to spending 27 years as a 
trawler skipper, and is packed with fascinating anecdotes of a life on the high seas. A must-read for 
anyone interested in the glory days of the Humber’s once pre-eminent deep sea fi shing industry.

Jerry Percy
NEW UNDER TEN FISHERMEN’S ASSOCIATION 

THE Chairman of the New Under Ten Fishermen’s Association (NUTFA) helped to 
mastermind, with the Support of Greenpeace, the reallocation of £1 million worth of unused 
quota from large boats to the under-10 sector, in a battle that was fi nally vindicated in the High 
Court in July.

Barry Deas 
NATIONAL FEDERATION OF FISHERMEN’S ORGANISATIONS

THE chief executive of the National Federation of Fishermen’s Organisations (NFFO) has 
long fought the corner for fi shermen from England, Wales and Northern Ireland and, during 
a tumultuous year that has seen negotiations over the new CFP take up a great deal of time 
he has acquitted himself well on behalf of his members, fi ghting a number of battles, not least 
relating to media coverage and controversial allegations by Greenpeace.

Bertie Armstrong
SCOTTISH FISHERMEN’S FEDERATION

THE Chief Executive of the SFF is rarely out of the news, and plays a key role in lobbying 
government offi  cials in Edinburgh, London and Brussels on behalf of the 500+ vessels - from 
inshore creel boats, to pelagic trawlers - that he represents. Perhaps the biggest axe he’s been 
grinding over the course of the last few years involves the apparent disparity between the 
abundance of North Sea cod and the reluctance of either scientists or politicians to increase their 
quotas, and this is seemingly beginning to gain greater credibility, so it will be interesting to see 
whether this will fi nally begin to bear fruit for fi shermen in 2014.

DAVID Warwick
WHITE FISH SKIPPER
DAVID Warwick, a veteran fi sherman from Plymouth, has highlighted the challenging nature of 
life at sea by sending tweets relating to an entire day aboard his trawler. Th e initiative, organised 
by the NFFO in a bid to challenge some of the negative perceptions which dog the UK fi shing 
industry, took place during National Fishing Month to raise awareness of the often dangerous 
daily tasks fi shermen perform to put food on the nation’s plate. Since the day he left school 
more than 25 years ago, David has earned a living as a commercial fi sherman. Having built his 
own trawler he set up a commercial fi shing business with his father in 1996. Today he sails from 
Plymouth in his 10.5m trawler Valhalla, catching mixed species including cod and haddock as well 
as whiting and lemon sole.
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BRODICK EARLY YEARS CENTRE
Temporary Vacancy - Early Years Practioner

(one year contract commencing August)
Applications should hold the relevant SSSC

qualifications
 Further details/applications in writing to:

Pauline Robertson, 13 Hillside Terrace, Lamlash
or pauline.arran@gmail.com

Closing date the 23rd May 2014

URGENTLY REQUIRED
on a tempory basis starting next week
I am seeking someone to help with Castlekirk 
B&B on changeover days, 3 or 4 times a week.

10am - 1pm. No cooking. Duties will be stacking 
dishwasher, changing beds, cleaning rooms and 

some laundry. £25 per shift.
Please contact by email

info@castlekirkarran.co.uk
or phone 01770830202 or 01770840241

Whiting Bay and District
Improvements Association

Annual General Meeting
in Whiting Bay lesser Hall 

on Monday 19th May at 7pm
All who live in Whiting Bay and are keen to 

improve our village are very welcome

LAND REQUIRED
for anywhere on Arran to set up a 
touring caravan for holidays on a
semi-permanent basis, either to 

rent or buy.
Tel: 01757 269235 or

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)

(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Applications listed below together with the plans and other documents
may be examined at Development Planning Services, Cunninghame House,
Irvine*, between 9am-4.45pm weekdays (4.30pm Fridays) or at
www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk *and at The Council Offices, Lamlash

Written representations may be made to the Corporate Director (Development & 
Environment) at the above address or emailed to eplanning@north-ayrshire.gov.uk
by 06.06.14. Any representations received will be open to public view.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 

2013 REGULATION 20(1)
Format: Application No; Address; Proposed Development
14/00198/PP; Pierhead Tavern, Lamlash, Brodick; Change of use from public house 
to form 3 no dwelling flats.

Elma Murray
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE

Arran Music Festival

AGM
Wednesday 21st May
Arran High School

7.30pm
ALL WELCOME
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PAINTER AND DECORATOR

TREES

Tree & hedge cutting and clearing

Brush Cutting and strimming.

All types of fencing

Call Jamie McKinnon: 

01770 810 222 or 07760 247201

COMPUTING SERVICES FURNITURE RESTORATION

UNDER

£30
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED
ITEMS INTO CASH!

ARRAN BANNER CLASSIFIEDS

The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ
Tel: 01770 302142  Fax: 01770 302021

Email adverts@arranbanner.co.uk     www.arranbanner.co.uk

Simply complete the 
form and return to the 

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE TUESDAY 4.00pm
NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE

ITEM...........................................................................................................................
DESCRIPTION...........................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................
PRICE .............................................TELEPHONE .....................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON

JOHN DIVINE
FURNITURE, 

RESTORATION & REPAIR
FRENCH POLISHING

UPHOLSTERY
Blackwaterfoot – 

Isle Of Arran
Telephone:

01770 860878
Mobile

07733 738127
Email: john@

thornybankwoodcraft.co.uk

Incidentals 
Arran

Happy computers on 
Arran since 1983

Bill Stewart
T. 830343

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications 
owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  
The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of 
advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice and all 
other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether 
placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher 
reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher 
to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court 
as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial failure (however caused) of publication 
or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint 
or omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement 
or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, 
refund or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from the advertisement.

of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type and 
standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling 
upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement 
in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in 
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must 
be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the 
invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable 
on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an 
additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

Drive Times
UNDER £30

Large black compost bin  
£10, Double glazed window 
- 133w x 108h £10, Double 
glazed Georgian style win-
dow 2010w x 1045h £10 Tel: 
870339
Genuine Vauxhall Astra dog 
guard for model from 1998-
2012 £28, Single Schreiber 
cream wardrobe H-73’ W-15’ 
D-52’ £20 Tel: 302334
2 M&S sun loungers little 
used £15 each will sell sepa-
rately Tel: 820208
Gents clubs nicklaus the bear 
golf trolly Offers Tel: 302304

green dralon £10 Tel: 601269

OVER £30
HotpointHG52 Ultima double 
oven gas cooker, LPG con-
verted and only 18 months 
old £100 ono Tel: 600420
V Reg Peugeot Boxer Camp-
ervan, Engine needs attention
Tel: 860784.
1300 litre Oil tank for sale 
£100 ono Tel: 830282
35ft Cosalt Madeira Caravan, 
3 berth with large lounge Tel: 
860269

FREE TO UPLIFT
2x 2 seater leather settee, 
wine colour tel: 860367 

Vauxhall Astra Estate 2006 

£2,500.

Tel: 01770 600238 (Arran)

1.8 Automatic 5 door
 MOT till May 2015
 54,000 miles only
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CHURCH NOTICES

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

(in full communion with the
Church of England)

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay
Sunday, 18th May

Holy Communion, 11.00 am.
Mrs Janis Gallagher.
Coffee after service.

Wednesday, 21st May
Holy Communion, 12.15 pm.

ALL WELCOME

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza,
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but working
together
Minister:

Rev Angus Adamson,
Parish Sssistant:

Mrs Jean Hunter:
Worship will be conducted in

the above churches at the
following times to which

all are invited.
Sunday 18th May

Brodick Church, 10.30am,
Morning Worship.

Corrie Church, 12noon,
Morning Worship.

A Service of Worship will also
be held in Montrose House

at 1.30pm.
Lochranza Church. 9.30am

Morning Worship.
Pirnmill Church, 10.45am,

Morning Worship.
Shiskine Church, 12noon,

Morning Worship.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share”
Sunday 18th May

Kilmory 10am
Lamlash 11.30 am

Both Churches:
Rev. John Webster

All welcome, including
families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

WHITING BAY AND
 KILDONAN

 CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
(Charity Number: SC014005)

Sunday 18th May
Worship will be conducted

by the minister, Rev Elizabeth
Watson, at 10.30am.

Tea and coffee will be served in
the transept after the service.

All very welcome.
Traidcraft goods will be on sale

after the service.                                                                 

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Vigil Mass 7.30pm
Sunday morning masses 11am

ARRAN BAPTIST CHURCH
Minister: Rev Vince Jennings

Sunday 18th May
11am Morning worship
in the Ormidale Sports

Pavilion, Brodick
Tea & Coffee after the service.

Wednesday at 7.30pm
Home Fellowship Group for

Bible Study and Prayer.
Contact phone no 600222
Everyone warmly invited

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND
(continuing)

Sunday 18th May 
Morning Service, 11am

Trust Housing Lounge, Glen
Estate, Brodick

Evening Service 6-30pm
5 Glen Road ,Brodick

Prayer Meeting
Wednesday 21st May

at 7pm
5 Glen Road,
All welcome

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

Sunday 18th May 
Shiskine 11am (Church on road

between Blackwaterfoot and
Machrie)

Brodick 7pm (Church behind

Rev Ronnie Christie

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS, QUAKERS

Quakers meet every Sunday at
11am. For meeting venue ring

– 830622, 820223

SALVATION ARMY
House Group/Bible Study.

Mondays 2.30pm.
If you are interested in joining
us please ring 810251 for more

information.

Alice Anderson won the first qualifying round of the ladies championship at 
Shiskine. 

Lamlash Golf Club
Thursday 8 May, Summer Cup,
CSS 64. 1 Willie Currie 69-1=58,
2 Matt Harvey 81- 19=62 BIH,
3 Norrie MacIntyre 69-7=62.
Magic twos  Dougie Macfarlane
at the 2nd, Stuart Campbell and
Paul Jameson at the 16th. Best
Scratch Dougie Macfarlane 65.

Sunday 11 May, Hamilton Bow,
CSS 64, Par 64, level to bogey. 1
Lee Dutton +3 to bogey, 2 Alan
Smith -1 to bogey BIH, 3 Mark
Wren -1 to bogey. Best Scratch
Todd Jameson -7 to bogey.

Well done to Lamlash Sen-
-

nal of the AGA Senior Bowl
by beating Brodick in the semi-

Fixtures: Sunday 18 May,
Jamieson Cup, 9.30am and
12.30pm starts. Thursday 22
May,  Summer Cup and Scratch
Cup - make up own groups.

Ladies: Monday 5 May, Jo-
sie Sanderson Stableford com-
petition, SSS 64, CSS 65, 12
played.

The trophy, a beautiful crystal
bowl, was donated by the Sand-
erson family to Lamlash Ladies
but the competition is open to
resident members of the island
clubs.

In spite of a poor forecast the
conditions were dry if a little
windy.

The winner this year was Shee-
na Murchie with 34points. In
second place was June Richard-
son 33points and third Yvonne
Brothers 32points. Kema Genda
had a two at the 5th.

Shiskine Golf Club 
Thursday 8 May, Ladies Club
Championship, qualifying round
1, 17 played. Silver:

1 and Scratch Alice Anderson
83-17=66, 2 Jenni Turnbull 85-
16=69.

Bronze: 1 Sally Brookes 98-
24=74, 2 Lesley Murray 102-
25=77.

Sunday 11 May, Gents 12 Hole
Medal, 19 played. First class: 1

Sheena Murchie, right, winner of the Josie Sanderson 
Stableford at Lamlash Golf Club with ladies’ captain 
Jackie Winship. 

Brian Sherwood 48-6=42, 2 and
Scratch Robbie Crawford 47-
4=43 BIH, 3 David McKinnon
49-6=43. Second class: 1 David
Price 48-8=40, 2 John Salton
52-8=44, 3 Willie Robertson 56-
11=45. Magic twos Gator at the
4th and 12th, Quintin Oliver at
the 10th. Congratulations David
Price on winning the monthly
Medal!

Fixtures: Thursday 22 May, La-
dies Club Championship Quali-
fying, 1pm and 5.30pm. Sunday
18 Gents 18 Hole Medal, 3pm
tee off.

Arran Golfers Association 
-

iors Crystal Bowl were played
on Friday 9 May at Whiting Bay
in very pleasant conditions.

Whiting Bay play Machrie Bay,
with the home club winning

hole in a see-saw match, and in
the second game by a decisive

6 up with only a few holes re-
maining.
The second tie saw Lamlash  

take on rivals Brodick, with  
Lamlash winning both games
by a combined 4 holes.

of the Seniors Crystal Bowl be-
tween Whiting Bay and Lam-
lash at Whiting Bay at 5pm.

Sunday 18 May, second round by

Saturday 14 June 1pm and 6pm,

at an agreed course, if no agree-
ment then play at Brodick, semi

handicap of 18 in the matchplay
and full allowance of strokes,
any winners unsure of who they
play next give Dougie a phone
on 600038.

Junior Match Play at Brodick

Whiting Bay Golf Club 
Ladies: Sunday 11 May, Eric
Wood Memorial Stableford, sev-
en played in mixed weather con-
ditions.  1 Susan Butchard 35 pts

(12), 2 Lesley Wood 28pts (21),
3 Celia Butler 27pts (36).

Fixtures: Sunday 18 May, May
Medal. Would anyone wishing
to play in the Crystal Competi-
tion (the Ladies Championship)
please contact Susan on 600555
by Sunday 18 May at noon when
the draw will be done.

Gents: Sunday 11 May, 20
played in the Eric Wood Me-
morial Stableford in showery
conditions. Although there were
some spectacular scores (at both
ends of the scoring spectrum!)
the CSS remained at 36 points.
1 Adam Kelso 44 points, 2 Jack
Simmons 43 points, 3 Neil McK-
echnie with 36 points acb. Jamie
Stewart won scratch with 71 and
Adam Kelso had the only magic
two of the day.

Many thanks to Howard and
Lesley Wood for supporting the
competition with their generous
prizes.

Fixtures:Sunday 18May, McK-
elvie Cup round 1. Wednes-
day 21 May, Summer Trophy.
Sunday 25 May, McKelvie Cup
round 2. These three games are

Championship and JC Reid Tro-
phy, with the best two scores out
of a possible three to count.

Corrie Golf Club 

the summer cup, 18 played, CSS
62. 1 C Pattenden 70-13=57, 2
S Beardsley 65-7=58, 3 D Lo-
gan 69-9=60. Magic twos from
D Logan and C Pattenden. Best
scratch S Beardsley 65.

Fixtures: Saturday 17 May, Ju-
bilee Trophy, open, 8.30am and
1pm.

Machrie Bay Golf Club
Tuesday 6 May, Peter Sutton/
Lady Mary. 1 Brian Sherwood
66, 2 Alastair MacDonald 67, 3
David Price 69. Scratch Brian
Sherwood 76.

Fixtures: Tuesday 20 May, Pe-
ter Sutton/Lady Mary 12.30pm
and 5.30pm tee off.

of the Gents and Ladies Club
Championship 12.30pm 5.30pm
tee-off.

Brodick Golf Club
Wednesday 7 May, Summer Cup
cancelled due to bad weather.
Sunday 11 May, Brandon 20
played, CSS 64. 1 A Dobson
(8)64, 2 B Jenkins (6)65 acb, 3
G Hendry (5)65 acb. Scratch E
McKinnon 66. 1st Class Bran-
don A Dobson, 2nd class Bran-
don K McMillan. There were
nine magic twos.

Fixtures: Sunday 18 May Mc-
Carfrae Trophy (Club Champi-

Saturday 17 May 12noon. Thurs-
day 22 May McCarfrae Trophy
round two,  draw Wednesday
21 May 9pm. Sunday 25 May,
McCarfrae Trophy round three,
draw Saturday 24 May, 12noon.

Ladies: Tuesday 13 May, Club
Trophy Round 1, 15 played, CSS
69. 1 Gege Kroner, 91(23)68,
2 Ann Hart, 93(23)70, 3 Susan
Butchard, 83(12)71.

Nine hole Stableford, three
played. 1 Liz Robertson, 16pts.

Fixtures:  Tuesday 20 May,
Club Trophy second round,
Tuesday 27 May, second Medal.

Arran Ladies Golf Union

ALGU season, the Flockhart
was held on Saturday 10 May.
In all 23 ladies took part in what
turned out to be lovely weather
conditions despite the torrential
rain the day and night before.
We were all thankful that the

rain held off to allow play with
the resulting winners having
just one point between them! 1
Jenni Turnbull 70(16), 2 Carole
Stewart 71(16), 3 Lesley Murray
72(25) BIH over Kema Genda.
Scratch of 84 went to Kema
Genda.
Thank you to James Browning

who kindly donated a golf lesson
and some golf balls as part of
the prizes. Thank you to all the
ladies who have taken part over
the ALGU season. Have a great

Fixtures: ADM is on Monday
19 May 7.30pm at Brodick Golf
Club. The outgoing President’s
Prize competition will be a sta-
bleford held at Whiting Bay on
Saturday 14 June from 11am.



Arran’s Weekly Newspaper

Sport

The Arran Banner’s circulation is independently audited by the Audit Bureau of Circulations (ABC Ltd) 
- www.abc.org.uk.  The total average weekly net circulation for the 52 issues between 5th January 2013 and
28th December 2013 for combined print and digital editions was 3,180.

The Arran Banner will continue to be independently audited.

Published by Wyvex Media, Brodick, Isle of Arran 
Tel: 01770 302142 - Fax 01770 302021

E-mail: editor@arranbanner.co.uk

NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING

Recycled paper made 
up 75.5% of the 

raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004

Country Kiln

AFFORDABLE

 Nationwide Delivery • Local Installers 

01560 483966 
www.WoodburningStovesLimited.com 

Woodburning & Multifuel stoves 

Starting
from £299 

Members of the Arran Junior Hockey Club enjoyed a day trip 
to Helensburgh last Saturday. 

In all 24 children took part in the trip which involved three 
hours coaching before playing a series of friendly games. 

All the Arran age categories won or drew their games with 
the highest scoring 11-0 and it proved to be a fabulous day out 
for all the kids and the coaches. 

wonderful day.
The next friendly match is against Uddingston at home on 

Sunday 8 June at the Ormidale astroturf pitch.
Children aged from age 5 to 13 years are welcome to train-

ing every Tuesday night from 6pm to7pm.

The winning Lamlash team of James Reid, James Currie, captain Dylan Smith, Louis Urquhart-Dixon and Ian 
McAdam. 

Nine members of the Ar-
ran Motocross Club made 
the trip to Drumclog earlier 
this month to take part in the 
second round of the Scottish 
Motocross Championship.

There was success in 
the adult races for Lewis 

the Clubman Class and is just 

The draw was recently made 
for this year’s annual inter-
club bowling competitions, 
which are as follows.

Laidler Gardner trophy 
(two teams of triples each), 
all 7pm starts:

Tuesday 27 May - Brodick 
v Whiting Bay, Blackwater-
foot v Lamlash. 

Thursday 29 May - Whit-
ing Bay v Brodick, Lamlash 

motocross event

Thomas Gilmore on his 65cc motorbike with the trophy 
he won at Drumclog and his little brother Alfie who is a 
big fan. 

getting better and better after 
returning to the sport.

While in the youth races 
Thomas Gilmore came 6th 
out of 11 riders in only his 
second 65cc motorbike race.

The third round is at Duns 
motocross track on 22 June, 
when the team hopes to bring 
home some more silverware.

Hockey trip to
Helensburgh

Lamlash were the winners of the Lo-
chranza Junior Football tournament at 
the ‘Ewe Camp’ on Sunday 11 May in 
very mixed weather conditions.

More than 40 P4 to P7 children took 
-

ised by Chris Traill of Northend This-

tle and his crew, who did a great job 
and much thanks and credit must go to 
them.

Lots of support and encouragement 
from friends and parents helped to make 
this a great day for all those who played 
with great enthusiasm and sportsmanlike

behaviour. Lamlash Team, The Funky 
Monkeys were the winners beat-

Too bad the burgers ran out but this 
was probably because of the unexpect-
edly high number of youngsters taking 
part.

Funky Monkeys lift 
junior trophy

Draw made for Arran’s annual
inter-club bowling competitions

v Blackwaterfoot. 
Tuesday 3 June - Whiting 

Bay v Lamlash, Brodick v 
Blackwaterfoot.

Thursday 5 June - Lamlash 
v Whiting Bay, Blackwater-
foot v Brodick.

Tuesday 10 June - Brodick 
v Lamlash, Whiting Bay v 
Blackwaterfoot.

Thursday 12 June - Lamlash 
v Brodick, Blackwaterfoot v 

Whiting Bay. 
Arran Bowling Federation 

competitions, all to be played 
at Brodick Bowling Green, 
with a 7pm start:

Monday 23 June - Ladies’ 
singles Lamlash v Whiting 
Bay, Brodick v Blackwater-
foot.

Gents’ singles Brodick v 
Whiting Bay, Lamlash v 
Blackwaterfoot.

Tuesday 24 June - Pairs 
Blackwaterfoot v Whiting 
Bay, Brodick v Lamlash.

Rinks Blackwaterfoot v 
Lamlash, Brodick v Whiting 
Bay. 

are followed by the presenta-
tion of prizes in Brodick Pub-
lic Hall.

Spectators are very wel-
come.
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