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Lamlash, Isle of Arran
www.thomsonconstruction.co.uk

Telephone: 01770 600242 
Fax: 01770 600714

John Thomson Construction Ltd
Building & Civil Engineering Contractors, Joiners & Glaziers

Full Design Service • Extensions Alterations • Repairs 

Replacement • Double Glazing • Kitchens • Roads 
& Bridges Construction • Tarmacadam & Concrete 

Surfacing • Excavation & Drainage

Any Job  Large or Small • Estimates Free

Visit our new website for full details of all our 
products and housing developments
www.thomsonconstruction.co.uk

SKIP HIRE
£120.00

inc.VAT
Tel: (01770) 600242

Arran’s Auchrannie named 
Scotland’s hotel of the year 

The Community Council are seeking contributions from Ar-
ran’s residents and visitors for the ‘roads special case appeal’ 
that will be presented to the Scottish Government. 

It was agreed by the council on Tuesday night that evidence 
showing the poor state of Arran’s roads needs to be sent to 
Keith Brown MSP, the minister for transport. 

Bill Calderwood, councillor for Brodick and member of 
the sub-committee in charge of the appeal said: ‘We are be-
ginning to gather photographic evidence and written quotes 
from people who have been affected by the road condition 
as well as comments from visiting groups such as cycling 
and motorcycling clubs.

‘The island is losing visitors because the of the state of the 
roads and we’re keen to include comments from as wide a 
range of people as possible.’

Comments on the roads can be submitted to the community 
council’s website at www.arrancommunitycouncil.org.uk or 
to your village community councillor. 

The Auchrannie Resort in 
Brodick has beaten off hun-
dreds of competitors to be 
named Scotland’s Hotel of the 

Views sought on state 
of island’s roads

Year at the Scottish Entertain-
ment Guide Awards 2012.

Three of the Auchrannie’s 
staff travelled to the awards at 
the Thistle Hotel, Glasgow on 
Sunday night but they had no 
inclination of a win until the 
very end of the night.

Gordon Hay of the Auchran-
nie said the staff were de-
lighted to have won.

He said: ‘It came as a re-
ally big surprise as we were 
pretty sure we weren’t going 
to win. 

‘We were up against Blyths-
wood Square and Hotel Indigo 
in Glasgow and really didn’t 
think we had a hope.

‘So when we heard that 
Auchrannie were the winners 
we were absolutely over-the-
moon.’ 

Praised
Judges praised all aspects of 

the hotel but particularly fo-
cused on the superior service 
of the staff, including 1869 
hostess Zsuzsa Pato.

The Scottish Entertainment 
Guide received over 14,000 
votes for the 15 categories, 
including Scotland’s Best Res-
taurant, Best Takeaway, Best 
Nightclub and Best Hotel. The 
awards show was an excel-
lent opportunity to celebrate 
Scotland’s hospitality sector, 
which pulls in over a million 
of tourist each year.

For the Auchrannie the award 

means that they can not only 
continue to promote the resort 
as a top holiday destination 
but can carry on putting Arran 

The editor of the Scottish 
Entertainment Guide, Warren 
Paul, said: ‘I would like to 
congratulate all of our win-

Richard Small, Zsuzsa Pato and Gordon Hay accepted the award for Auchrannie 
which won hotel of the year. 

ceremony, and we could never 
imagine it would be such a 
wonderful success! 

Unbelievable
‘We have had 50,000 visitors 

to the awards website, which 
is unbelievable.

‘It was a fantastic night and 

it was a great honour for us to 
have so many of Scotland’s 
great business owner’s present 
last night. I would like to 
thank our sponsors who were 
fantastic and a big thank you 
to the public for voting. We 
couldn’t have done it without 
your support!’

‘It came as a really big surprise’

FREE TANK OF FUEL Enter our 

competition 

on page 13
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FOR LANDSCAPING & GROUND WORKS 
See: www.broombrae.co.uk & the Arran Index

Phone: 01770 860435 Mob: 07522 860435
FAX: 01770 860434 

E mail:bgg@broombrae.co.uk 
BGG Ltd, Kilpatrick, Isle of Arran KA27 8EY

BROOMBRAE GROUNDS  
&  GARDENS LTD isle of arran.

Disruption in car 
marshalling area 

Check where 
your polling 
station is

Business Gateway has a new

Cumbrae.
Her name is Lauren John-

-

work with the businesses on

-

-

01_b16bus01

-

more than 20 years ago.

car.

Denied

-

The father sat both boys

-

-

-

Excavation work at the car marshalling area at Brodick pier.    02_b17car01

-

ferry.

-
surfacing work is being car-

weeks.
Appreciate

passengers for their coopera-

work is ongoing.

-

Apologise

to passengers for any incon-

-

Sailor faces
jail for abuse 
more than 20 
years ago 

-

-

Business Gateway 
welcomes recruit

Lauren Johnstone

C M Weir & Sons
Machrie Garage Tel 840231

Don’t see the car you want? 
Our friendly staff are always happy to help.

CARS

2008 08 Skoda Fabia Est 1.4 Diesel Red Metallic

2005 05 Vauxhall Zafira 1.8 Auto Silver

2003 03 Citroen Berlingo Multispace 2.0 Diesel Red

2004 54 Citroen Picasso 1.6 Petrol Blue Metallic

2004 54 Vauxhall Astra Est 1.7 Diesel Gold Metallic

2003 53 Ford Fusion 1.4 Petrol 5 Door Black

2000 X BMW 320 2.0 Diesel 4 Door Black

VANS   

2007 07 Ford Ranger XLT 2.5 Diesel Black/Silver Double Cab Pick Up

2002 02 Ford Ranger with Canopy 2.5 Diesel 2 Door Blue

2004 04 Ford Connect 1.8 Diesel White

2003 53 Citroen Berlingo 1.9 Diesel White

KINLOCH HOTEL
Sat 12 May 2012 at 7.30pm

PSYCHIC NIGHT
‘Happy

  Medium’ 



www.arranbanner.co.uk THE ARRAN BANNER, Saturday, 28 April, 2012 3

REPORT
by HOWARD DRIVER

editor@arranbanner.co.uk

ARDROSSAN
HARBOUR
TO YOUR DESTINATION

Mainland Taxis
07921 998457
01294 463556
Glasgow City Centre £40

Glasgow Airport £30

Prestwick Airport £23

Irvine Central Hospital £14

Crosshouse Hospital £20

Ayr Hospital £30

Troon Harbour £21

Kilmarnock £22

Ayr £27
For other quotes just ask!
Friendly Reliable Service
www.mainland-taxis.co.uk
7 SEATER WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE VEHICLE 
AVAILABLE

Scottish Field competition winners David and 
Carole Paton on the terrace at the Douglas Hotel last 
weekend.     b17dou01

Plans to create an exciting 
visitor attraction at Aucha-
reoch Farm in Kilmory have 
been given the go ahead by 
planners.

Gordon and Kathleen Gra-
ham’s application to open 
an Animal Visitor Centre 
that will include some rather 
exotic creatures was granted 
permission last week with 
conditions.

The seven conditions 
focused on the water sup-
ply to the proposed visitor 
centre as well as ensuring 
an adequate number of pass-
ing places on the four-mile 
track.

Attractions at the visitor 
centre are still dependent 
on planning permissions 
but the couple plan to keep 
zebras, meerkats and walla-
bies as well as pigmy goats, 
pigs, donkeys, chickens, 
ducks, rabbits and the rarest 
sheep in Britain, Boreray.

Auchareoch
animal park 
gets the go 
ahead

Scottish Field 
winners at the 
Douglas Hotel

A couple from Renfrew were 
the lucky winners of a com-
petition in the Banner’s sister 
publication, Scottish Field.

David and Carole Paton 
were delighted to hear that 
they had won a weekend hol-
iday for two at the Douglas 
Hotel in Brodick worth £500.

Afterwards, Douglas Hotel 
general manager Colin Smee-
ton said: ‘They were a lovely 
couple and great to have here 
as guests. We showed them 
what to do and where to go, 
and they seemed to thorough-
ly enjoy themselves.’

Carole told the Banner: ‘Ar-
ran is a place I haven’t vis-
ited since I was a child but 
always meant to return to, so 
the competition jumped out 
at me.

‘I often buy Scottish Field.’
The couple live in Renfrew 

where Carole is a Learning 
Choices Coordinator at Ren-
frewshire Council and David 
is due to start a seasonal job 
at Glasgow Airport.

Carole continued: ‘The ho-
tel looked lovely in the maga-
zine but it is even better in 
reality.

‘We stayed in the Suite, 
room 202, and it is the last 
word in luxury. The whole 
hotel is just stunning.

Most important 
‘The staff are the jewel 

in the crown though. From

(Campbell) via email to Co-
lin, everyone made us feel 
like we were the most impor-
tant people they had staying 
there.

‘They were friendly, chatty 
staff for whom nothing was 
too much trouble. The food 
is fantastic; I am a very fussy 

with anything and although 
I’m not much of a drinker, 

it would have been rude not 
to try some of the tempting 
cocktails on offer in the bar!

Carole added: ‘We didn’t 
take a car over so bought a 
day-tripper ticket for the lo-
cal buses and went along to 
Whiting Bay then into Lam-
lash.

‘Returning to Brodick, we 
changed buses and went to 
Duchess Court to buy some 
Arran Cheese for my Dad 
and some Arran Aromatics 
for me.

‘Other retail experiences in-
cluded chocolates from James 
of Arran and a beautiful hand-
bag from the Red Door.

‘The weather was lovely 
and we enjoyed just walk-
ing along the beach at Whit-
ing Bay and around Brodick 
too. I would like to see more 

-
nitely planning a return visit 
and could not even consider 
anywhere other than the 
Douglas Hotel for a stay.’

Summer’s arrived at 
Kirkend Nursery Whiting Bay
Summer bedding and Veg Plants now in stock

New shrubs and trees arriving daily
Fresh chicken, Goose, Duck and Quail eggs all from our own free range birds

Open – Mon-Sat: 10am - 5pm & Sun:11am - 5pm 

Tel: 01770 700683

The ‘New’ 
Boot Shop
FitFlops In

Waterproof & Breathable Walking Boots
Ladies from £17.50 Gents from £35.50
BERGHAUS: HI-TEC: TRESPASS

Rigger Boots-Work Boots-Wellies
Trainers, Sandals, Aqua Shoe,

Slippers, Laces, Socks of every sort!
Adults and Kids

“compare our prices with the internet!”
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Find us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbanner
It pays to advertise in

 the Arran Banner 

8-seater taxis available

Ardrossan Harbour to:

Glasgow Airport
£30.00

Prestwick Airport
£25.00

Return bookings and other 
prices on request.

b15tim01NO
x42mms by 
49mms

The recent Arran Visual Arts 
exhibition had a special visi-
tor.

Norman Edgar, considered 
by many to be the leading por-
trait painter in the country, at-
tended the exhibition preview 
evening in the Community 
Theatre in Lamlash, accom-
panied by Kate and Angus 
Robertson of Corriegills.

Norman told the Banner: 
‘I’m very impressed with the 
range and variety of art on 
show. You clearly have a lot 
of gifted people living here.’ 

He explained that among 
his own portrait subjects in 

Cut-price
immortality for 
former pupils

A programme of forthcoming 
road improvement works on 
the island will involve some 
road closures with diver-
sions.

This programme is due to 
take place on Arran com-
mencing Monday, 7 May.

The majority of work will 
take place on the A841, with 
further improvements at the 

Pirnmill centenary celebrations
If you are a former pupil of Pirnmill Primary School and have 
yet to receive an invitation to the Centenary Garden Party on 
May 16, the school would like to hear from you.

Headteacher Hazel Gardner said they ‘really don’t want to 
miss people out’. Contact the school on 850226 or at pirn-
mill@ea.n-ayrshire.sch.uk

Island road
improvements
on the cards 
during May

C147 and the B880 String 
Road.

Work on the A841 will take 
place in separate stages: 

These are Main Street, Lo-
chranza from May 8 until 
May 11; on the Bougillie 
from May 21 to May 25; in 
Main Street, Brodick between 
Brodick Primary School and 
the Heritage Museum from 
June 6 to June 15; from King-
scross Bridge to Knockenkel-
ly between June 18 and 22; 
and in Main Street, Whiting 
Bay between June 25 and 29.            

Resurfacing work at Lo-
chranza and road reinforce-
ment work at the Bougillie 
will require road closures be-
tween 9am and 3.30pm each 
day. 

Diversion routes will be in 
place for these works. 

through the Lochranza works 

on a periodic basis, as and 
when work allows. There 
will be controlled access for 
the local bus service on the 
Bougillie.

The remaining work will 
not require road closures and 

signals.
Resurfacing work on the 

C147, just south of Catacol, 
will be carried out between 
May 8 and May 11. 

This will require a road 
closure between 9am and 
3.30pm each day. A diversion 
route will be in place.

A section of the B880 String 
Road at Brodick Cemetery 
will be resurfaced on May 

will be in place.
A council spokesman said: 

‘North Ayrshire Council 
would like to apologise for 
any inconvenience.’

Norman Edgar’s paint-
ing ‘At Brodick, Arran’, 
on sale in the Cotswolds.    
b17ava02

Artist Norman Edgar with Kate Robertson at Arran 
Visual Arts exhibition.    02_b17ava01

Acclaimed artist Norman 
Edgar at Arran Visual Arts

the past have been HRH Prin-
cess Anne and former racing 
driver Jackie Stewart.

President
Norman is a member of 

the Royal Glasgow Institute 
of Fine Arts and latterly the 
president of Glasgow Art 
Club.

One of his landscapes, an 
oil on canvas titled ‘At Brod-
ick, Arran’ is on display in 
the Fosse Gallery, Stow-on-
the-Wold, Gloucestershire at 
a price of £3,500.

JUST ANNOUNCED

www.proclaimers.co.ukTHE

PROCLAIMERS
HAILEY BEAVISPLUS SPECIAL GUESTS

NEW ALBUM 
‘LIKE COMEDY’
OUT 07/05/12

Saturday 30 June
Arran Auchrannie Hotel
0844 844 0444
www.ticketmaster.co.uk

Ticket available in person from The Resort Shop

Chiropody @ Inspirations
Stephen Gourlay, Chiropodist, will be visiting   

 Inspirations of  Arran, Brodick, on 

SAT 5TH MAY AND 26TH MAY
And will be delighted to deal with all of  your Chiropody requirements.

To make an appointment, please phone: 01770 302990

Former pupils of Arran High 
School are reminded that 
there is still an opportunity to 
have their names displayed 
on souvenir wooden plaques 
at the school.

For two years the num-
bers of names have steadily 
increased and now amount to 
around 320. For the time be-
ing, the price will be staying 
at £10 per name. 

The names are being 
engraved on the boards by 
Steve Garraway and then 
mounted on the wall in the 
lobby. Anyone wanting to 
take advantage of this of-
fer should call at the High 
School.

A school spokesperson 
said: ‘You are very wel-
come to come and view the 
names to reminisce about old 
friends and days gone by.’ 

Special
Offers on 
Footwear

Opening Times:
Mon-Sat 9.30 – 5.00; Sun 10.00 – 5.00
Cladach Visitor Centre, Brodick, KA27 8DE

01770 302416

Brasher Ladies’ Shoes
£25 OFF: Now £60
Brasher Tacana 
Walking Boots 
£40 OFF: Now £75

HALF PRICE CLEARANCE
WALKING BOOTS

SUMMER BEDDING AND VEGETABLE PLANTS NOW IN
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Arran’s new Cadet Instructor, Sergeant 
Jim Dumbrek.     02_b17cad02

Last year’s successful Southend Posh Afternoon Tea Party is 
going to be repeated.

Held in Kilmory Hall in early September, it helped to raise 
funds for Cancer Research UK.

More than 100 people attended and the Tea Party made an 
amazing £1,255. 

Now organisers Phyllis Picken and Jean Clark are looking 
for a repeat event. 

Visitors to the party in Kilmory Hall last year got a delicious 
afternoon tea with dainty little sandwiches, homemade cakes 
and scones all served in a china cup and saucer with matching 
side plate which they were able to take home.

Phyllis is looking for people to donate cups, saucers and 
plates for this year’s fundraiser. She said: ‘Nothing too 
chunky, and no chipped cups, please.’

Anyone who can help should contact Phyllis on 870263 or 
take china to the village hall.

Lance Corporal Padraigh 
Gerraghty has won the Arran 
Cadet of the Year award.

This trophy, donated by the 
Royal British Legion, is pre-
sented each year to the cadet 
that shows the most diligence 
in both learning the army ca-
det syllabus and in personal 
development.

Sergeant Burke presents Lance Corporal Padraigh 
Gerraghty with the Arran Cadet of the Year Award at 
the Cadet Hut last Saturday.    02_b17cad01

China wanted for 
Posh Tea Party

Padraigh is Arran 
Cadet of the Year

On Saturday, Detachment 
Commander Sergeant Dawn 
Burke said: ‘L/Cpl Gerraghty 
has worked exceptionally 
hard this year and I am de-
lighted to present him with 
this award.’

The Arran Cadet Detach-
ment also welcomes a new 
instructor to the island.

Sgt Jim Dumbrek brings a 
wealth of experience to the 
Detachment.

Jim reached the rank of Ser-
geant in his time as a cadet. 

Later, whilst in the 15th 
Battalion Parachute regiment 
he rose to the rank of RQMS 

-
structor in drill, signals and 

parachuting.
Upon leaving the service he 

retrained in civil engineer-
ing and now works as Hu-
man Resources Development 
Consultant for Scottish Water 
and is responsible for Health, 
Safety and Technical training 
for Scotland. He currently 
has 60 apprentices under his 

wing.
Jim’s hob-

bies are hill-
walking and 
self-develop-
ment in youth 
work.

Detachment 
Commander 
Sgt Burke 
said: ‘It’s 

have someone 
else on board 
who’s adept at 
the job.’

Arran Ca-
dets meet at 
the cadet hut 
in Auchrannie 
Road, Brodick 
on Saturdays 
from 11am to 
1pm.

Places Still Available at 
Your Local University

The University of the Highlands and Islands (UHI) 
is still welcoming applications from those who wish to 
study this year but, with many people asking, “where 
is my local campus?” the answer is “right on your door 
step”. Your local college, Argyll College UHI, is part 
of the University of the Highlands and Islands and of-

same independently assessed quality standards as other 
universities in Scotland.

The university is a partnership of 13 colleges, re-
search centres and learning resource centres across the 
Highlands and Islands. In response to the needs of a 
diverse student body, including individuals, businesses 
and communities of the region, the University of the 

facilitated by technology, to teach more than 7,500 stu-
dents a year.

This innovative use of technology coupled with the 
network of campuses spread throughout the Highlands 
and Islands, allows students to learn when and where 
it suits them: from traditional lecture theatres in their 

-
where with an internet connection.

The University of the Highlands and Islands offers 

culture of the region from Adventure Tourism Manage-
ment to Archaeology, Health Studies to History, Marine 
Science to Music. As well as more general vocational 
courses such as computing and business studies, there 
is a broad choice on offer to suit anyone considering a 
course of study.

Whether you are a school leaver considering your op-
tions, looking for a new direction, wanting to improve 
your career prospects or have already got an HNC, 
HND or degree and are considering further study, the 
University of the Highlands and Islands has a course 

-
style.

Alexander Mack of Dunoon, a BA (Hons) Scottish Cultural Studies 
student at Argyll College UHI, is passionate about the need to rec-
ognise and build upon the varying languages, cultures and dialects 
within Scotland which are reflected in his choice of study. He was 
named Argyll College UHI student of the year in 2011 and is the Ar-
gyll representative for UHISA, the university’s students’ association. 
He has organised band nights in Oban and has served on quality 
monitoring groups and subject review panels to help ensure that 
students in Argyll are getting the very best level of support. 

Argyll College UHI – At a Glance
• Argyll College UHI is located throughout the mainland and

Islands of Argyll and offers students the flexibility of accessing
learning resources at 13 of its well equipped centres

• Each centre is complete with computer and video conferencing
facilities, and gives students access to the UHI online library
service 

• The campus has excellent facilities and, with friendly staff and
the opportunity to meet other students across the university, it
offers a close network of support

• The number of students undertaking full-time courses at Argyll
College UHI has more than  doubled over the last three years
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ALEX BAIRD
DOUBLE GLAZING

Windows, Doors 
Patio/French Doors, Composite Doors

Porches/Sunrooms
No freebies just down to earth prices

01290 420587 or 07775 594115
www.alexbairddoubleglazing-cumnock.co.uk

SAVE MONEY BY FITTING
ENERGY RATED WINDOWS

VIEW THESE WINDOWS AT RHANNA, WHITING BAY

Local Marie Curie nurses 
and fundraisers would like to 
thank everyone on Arran that 
has played a part in making 
the charity’s ‘Great Daffodil 
Appeal’ a success this year. 

An enormous amount of 
fundraising activity has tak-
en place on Arran, since the 
month long appeal launched 
on 1 March.

Volunteer collectors visited 
the island to encourage peo-
ple to wear a daffodil pin and 
make a donation to support 
Marie Curie Nurses.

Money raised from the ap-
peal helps Marie Curie Nurs-
es to provide more free care 
to people with terminal can-
cer and other illnesses in their 
own homes. 

Healthy eating was a core part of the week. 

High School pupils
celebrate health
and well-being 

Sex education formed part of the health and wellbeing 
week.

The areas they covered included eating disorders, 
drugs, domestic abuse, alcohol and smoking as well as 
healthy eating and physical education. 

Jessica Demazeux 
learning about the human 
body. 

Pupils from Arran High 

ever Health and Wellbeing 
Week between March 19 and 
23.

It was organised by Home 
Economics teacher Lucy Ur-
quhart-Dixon who wanted 
the pupils to understand what 
health help and advice there 
is available to them. 

Mrs Urquhart-Dixon said: 
‘The aim of the week was to 
empower the pupils to know 
help and advice is available 
and where to obtain it. 

‘We need to increase the re-
silience of our young people 

so they can develop their own 
coping strategies to deal with 
the situations life throws at 
them.’

The week was mainly aimed 
at S1 and S2 pupils, and their 
timetable was being collapsed 
for the week with various ac-
tivities planned with outside 
visitors invited in to talk to 
the pupils. 

The areas they covered were 
extensive and included eating 
disorders, drugs, domestic 
abuse, alcohol and smoking 
as well as healthy eating and 
physical education. 

S1 enjoyed an afternoon of 

Zumba with Kirstie Smith, 
as well as learning how to 
remain safe with the Arran 

Avoids Accidents morning.
Where possible in lesson 

time, the rest of the school 

with Anne Curtis carrying 
out distress massages and Jill 
McKillop leading two after-
noons of Meditation! 

Yollie Campbell also ran 
two sessions training in Heart 
Start on Tuesday and Thurs-
day after School. 

Mrs Urquhart-Dixon added: 
‘All the visitors gave up their 
time free of charge and I am 
most grateful to them and to 
the Co-op for subsidising the 
Healthy Cooking.’ 

Marie Curie Cancer Care says a big 
thank you to the people of Arran

Murray Easton and Fiona 
Leitch are fundraisers for 
Marie Curie, working out of 

Together they are responsi-
ble for funding 31 Nurses, car-
ing for people with a terminal 
illness in Ayrshire and Arran, 
Renfrewshire, Inverclyde and 
Argyll and Bute.

Incredible
Murray and Fiona both 

joined Marie Curie Cancer 
Care in 2011, so this was their 

Murray said: ‘It was incred-
ible to work on the Great Daf-
fodil Appeal.

‘We met some wonderful 
people who went out of their 
way to support the charity and 
the end result is that our team 

of volunteers have raised just 
over £35,000 for Marie Curie 
Nursing in the South West of 
Scotland.

‘That is an increase of over 
£10,000 from 2011 and will 
provide 1,750 hours of nurs-
ing care to people with a ter-
minal illness, allowing them 
to be cared for in their own 
home.’

Fiona said: ‘We honestly 

can’t thank people enough.
We had boxes of daffodils at 
stores throughout Arran and 
our collection on the ferry 
from Ardrossan to Brodick 
was a great success.’

-
draising for Marie Curie Can-
cer Care in Ayrshire please 
contact Murray or Fiona on 

leitch@mariecurie.org.uk

HOMESTYLES
Homestyles, Brodick   Tel:01770 302648

SENSATIONAL SPRING SAVERS
Flymo Lawnmowers from £49.99

B&D Strimmer from £19.99
Compost 3x60 ltr bags £10.00

Evergreen Complete 400m2  £21.99
Sandtex Masonry PBW 6ltr £26.99
Crown PBW 6ltr Matt Emul £16.99

Plus lots more instore specials
Carpet cleaner for hire

Parking available to rear

Open daily from 10.30am, come and enjoy 
our beautiful sea front location while 
enjoying morning coffee & cakes, a light 
bite or a fabulous lunch or dinner.

coffee & cakes  10.30am until 4.30pm
lunch 12pm until 2.30pm
snacks 12pm until 4.00pm
evening meals 5pm until 8.30pm 

Best scenery, Best service, Best value 

BEST WESTERN

Isle of Arran

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/arranbanner
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This Customs Cutter of 
the UK Border Agency 
was spotted in Lo-
chranza last Thursday 
19 April.

John Graham took the 
photograph and said: 
‘We have never seen one 
so close before – who 
were they looking for? 

‘Was it the bad sailors 
on the Newton Shore or 
drug runners?’

The UK Border Agen-
cy is responsible for 
managing ports of entry 
to the UK and is manned 
by immigration and cus-

b17cus01

Plans have been approved 
by North Ayrshire Council 
for the construction of a new 
jetty at the northend of Holy 
Isle, adjacent to the Centre 
for World Peace and Health.

The application was lodged 
on 17 February by The Rokpa 
Trust and approved on Mon-
day 16 April.

The work involves the in-

A large whale was sighted 
swimming in the waters off 
Kildonan by a camper at Seal 

Summer Bridge 
The results of the tourna-
ment on Monday 23 April 
were: N/S 1 Janie McClure 
and Anne McKelvie, 2 Tricia 
Martin and Alison Bilsland, 
3 Roddie Thompson and 
Eendy McNiven. 

E/W 1 John and Mary 
Dick, 2 Helen Boyd and Liz 
Paul, 3 Margaret McGill and 
Evelyn Sillars. 

Holy Isle’s new 
jetty approved

The current jetty on Holy Isle.      02_b17jet01

stallation of a concrete shore 
block as access to a poly-

the installation of three steel 
pontoons with concrete faced 

armour to provide a breakwa-
ter shelter to new pontoon.

Award
This development is the 

subject of a  £127,500 award 

from Argyll and the Islands 
LEADER Local Action 
Group granted to North Ayr-
shire Council for the Holy 
Isle Gateway Project. 

A Holy Isle spokesper-
son indicated that the exist-
ing jetty was beginning to 
show signs of wear and tear, 
and the project would cost  
£300,000.

Whale sighted circling 
off Kildonan

Shore campsite two weeks 
ago. Originally thought to be 
a basking shark, it was identi-

minke whale when photos 
taken by the camper, Kevin 
Hufton, were examined by 
Dr Mauvis Gore of Marine 
Conservation International in 
South Queensferry.

Kevin described it as being 
about 25 feet long with a tail 
six to eight feet wide. 

He said: ‘It was circling 
around in the shallows just 
off shore and not moving 
very quickly. 



press policy
WE AT The Arran Banner do our utmost to make sure that all our reports 
are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on occasion, mistakes 
can occur in the hectic process of producing a local newspaper.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in print. 
The 

Arran Banner, Brodick, Arran giving your day-time telephone number 
where possible. 

This statement of policy will appear on this page every week along with 

The Arran Banner adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s Code 
of Conduct.  The views expressed in The Arran Banner are not necessarily 
those of the The Oban Times Group.

your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 
words in length for publication on this page. The 
editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses 
must be supplied, including on e-mails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime telephone number is also 
required for verification. Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact telephone number will not 
be printed. Please write or fax to: Letters Page, The 
Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran. 
E-mail editor@arranbanner.co.uk

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Arran
Deliveries
Glasgow Depot
Arran Deliveries
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow G14 OHB

Arran Deliveries
The Parcel Point
Harbour Road, 
Ardrossan
North Ayrshire 
KA22 8BZ

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
Daily collection throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and surrounding districts

Tel: 01475 676 255
Fax: 01294 469 492

Open Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm
Accepting goods destined 
for the island

We deliver the goods
not excuses
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‘Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone 
through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold 

Tulip extravaganza
Sir,
I would like to give a huge 
vote of thanks to everyone in-
volved in providing the fan-
tastic display of tulips which 
have been planted all over the 
island.

always beautiful but the qual-
ity and colour range of these 
lovely bulbs is superb and I
am sure they will gladden the 
hearts of residents and visi-
tors alike.

Thank you. 
Yours,

Kate Hesp
Craigview
Sliddery

Some of the stunning dis-
plays of tulips on Brodick 
seafront.     02_b17tul01

Poster posters
Sir
As one of the ‘two local gen-
tlemen’ who were mentioned 
in your editorial of last week, 
can I assure you that your 
‘trust’ that election posters 

May will not be misplaced. 
Some Banner readers will 

remember that after last 
year’s Scottish Parliamentary 
Elections, all SNP posters 
were removed the day after 
the election. 

Indeed I can reveal that the 
vast majority of said posters 
were removed within two 
hours of the polling stations 
closing.

I am not sure if this is a re-
cord for the removal of elec-
tion posters, but it must be 
pretty close and nice to know 
it was set on Arran. 

I agree wholeheartedly with 
your statement that Local Au-
thority elections are exceed-

ingly important to the man/
woman in the street and your 
call for the Arran electorate to 
cast their vote on May 3.

Everyone with an interest 
in local democracy should 
do their best to encourage the 
electorate to vote and it is for 
this reason that candidates 
and their supporters do their 
best to encourage as high a 
turnout as possible. 

One of the time honoured 
ways of achieving this desir-
able outcome is by erecting 
posters on ‘street furniture’ 
thereby alerting the elector-
ate to the fact that there is an 
election pending. 

I do hope that the efforts of 
ourselves and others cam-
paigning in this election will 
increase the turnout on May 
3.

Yours, 
Jim Lees
Cir Mhor 
Sannox

Springbank dog poo
Sir, 
May I please appeal to the 
owner of the dog who al-
lows their pet to empty its
bowels regularly on the cen-
tre of the pavement in the 

Brodick, to please clean up 
after your dog and dispose 
of the mess?

This pavement is a public 
footpath and used by many 
residents, including children 
going to and from the school 
bus daily and is also used by 
parents pushing prams.

This morning, yet again, I 
had to side step onto the road 
to avoid two piles of dog 
mess, this is a very regular 
occurrence and needs to stop. 

It is a disgusting health haz-
ard.

Please be aware, if wit-
nessed and reported, you may 

Yours,
Name and address supplied

Korrie Koffee for 
Kalimpong
Sir,
Evolving from the annual 
ThreeKs tour to Kolkata, 
Kathmandu and Kalimpong, 
some 20 Arran ‘Friends of 
Kalimpong’ organise an an-
nual Kalimpong Koffee 
Morning in May and a Soup 

and Sandwich lunch in No-
vember.

Each year, from these two 
functions it is hoped to raise 

providing one child’s board, 
nurture and education for a 
year.

A different island venue for 
each Koffee Morning is se-
lected, and this year Korrie 
is the place to be on Satur-

Once again, it is hoped that 
a large turnout, by their gen-
erosity, will enable a child to 

-

and thereafter to walk this 
earth with dignity.

Yours,
John G Webster
Planetree
Kings Cross
Politics about
issues
Sir,
Your position of not cover-
ing important local issues 
around election time because 
those who might want to com-
ment are candidates, could be 
viewed as an abdication of 
responsibility. 

Whilst I was pleased at your 
editorial this week, politics 
is about issues, and how can 
voters make their minds up 
if there is no debate? I repeat 
my original assertion that 
the people who have most to 
lose over the CAB issue are 
the poorest and most margin-
alised on the island, and who 
will not even know that the 
issue is unresolved and a hos-
tage to decisions within the 
new Council.

They are not people who 
are likely to speak out and 
they are unlikely to attend the 
hustings on Thursday. The 
statements you intend pub-
lishing later this week, whilst 
welcome, are no substitute 
for debate about matters that 

resolved within the forum for 
which we are voting.

No wonder that one of the 
local candidates has pub-

-
gests he has little understand-
ing of Council powers and 
responsibilities.

Yours,
Colin Turbett

St Rule in Fife, not 
Carrick
Sir,
Re. Arran Antiquarians re-
port in last week’s Banner, St 
Rule’s main centre in Scot-
land was St Andrews in Fife, 
where he is said to have land-
ed, bringing with him a relic 
or two of St Andrew.

Next to the main part of the 
Cathedral there is St Rule’s 
Tower, tall and slender. I have 
been up it. 

That being so, Crossraguel 
in Carrick is rather a long way 
off for its name to be derived 
from the Cross of St Rule.

James B Johnston, in The 
Place Names of Scotland, 

it is pronounced ‘Crossraygel’ 
and was spelt ‘Cosragmol’ in 

crois rathaig mhaoil’ ie ‘cross 
at the base, untowered fort’.

The Abbey’s monks, who 
wrote in Latin, the language 
of scholars, called it ‘Monas-
terium Crucis Regalis’ – Mon-
astery of the Royal Cross.

None of this refers to St 
Rule, so this idea is presum-

Yours,
Jeremy Godwin
15 Drovers lane
Penrith
Shopping
overcharged
Sir,
On three occasions now, when 
shopping at the Co-operative 
in both Brodick and Lamlash, 
I have been over charged. 

This has happened at the 
Brodick store twice and in 
the Lamlash store once. On 
these occasions any offers 
I had picked up did not reg-
ister and I paid full price. I 

time and when I proceeded to 
return to the Co-op, the man 

told me ‘to be honest with 
you, we shouldn’t really be 
using this till, it doesn’t work 
properly’.

I’d advise anyone who has 
suspicions to check their re-
ceipts and make sure they 
have not been over charged.

Yours,
Name and address supplied

Society benefits when the 
elderly keep driving
It was fascinating to read in the national press this week 
that scientists have built an ‘emotionally intelligent’ elec-

longer.
Fitted with a range of devices from eye-tracking goggles 

to biometric technology that monitors heart rates and car-

drivers’ concentration, stress levels and driving habits. 
They are also testing a whole range of new technologies 

to help elderly motorists keep driving which include sen-
sors that assist with parking blind spots, ‘forward-facing 
radars’ that warn drivers how close they are to other ve-
hicles, as well as ‘heads up’ dashboard displays projected 
on to the windscreen are all being looked at to keep us 
driving longer.

There has been a lot written recently amid concern for 
the safety of elderly drivers and as we all know with Ar-
ran’s ageing population there are also very many older 
motorists.

Sadly statistics from the Department for Transport sug-
gest they are one of the highest-risk groups for injury or 
death on Britain’s roads. 

There are now up to six million licence-holders over 70, 
compared with fewer than a million 35 years ago.

We have to accept that, as we get older, our reactions 
slow down and this often results in people avoiding any 
potentially challenging driving condition and losing con-

Just the other day I was driving to work and found my-
self face to face with an elderly driver on my side of the 
road for no apparent reason.

I’m not sure whether he was even aware that a car was 
coming towards him and if I hadn’t sounded my horn, a 
serious accident would have occurred. 

-
sponsible and safe but many who have been driving for a 
long time can become careless when on the roads. 

driving safely for longer, it would have wide reaching 
consequences in a place like Arran as it would boost in-
dependence and keep us all socially connected for much-
longer.
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Scottish Franchise of the Year 1999/2000
UK Entrepreneur of the year 2001/2002

Shiskine Drama Club won first prize for the stage setting for their incredible 
production of the locally written Each Evening Sees its Close.

Whiting Bay SWRI
The ladies of Whiting Bay 
SWRI held their AGM on 
Wednesday 7 March in 
Whiting Bay Hall.

After the presentation of 
reports and discussion it was 
decided to carry on the local 
group for at least one more 
year with the current com-
mittee remaining in post.

A list of possible activities 
for next session was com-
piled and thought is to be 
given to at least one after-
noon meeting.

Our hospitality night had 
been forwarded from April 
to the end of March when we 
were delighted to be joined 
by our friends from Kildo-
nan and Kilmory institutes.

Nancy produced a quiz for 
each table which produced 
much brain-searching and 
all members contributed to a 
tasty hot buffet.

The beautiful harp playing 
of Mandy Hunter provided a 
gentle musical background 

and the meal.

night’s activities was the 
display of belly dancing 

by Mandy and members of 
AMEDA.

The exotic costumes and 
mesmerising rhythms brought 
the evening to a very dramatic 
and entertaining end.

Thanks to all guests, en-
tertainers and members who 
contributed and hope to see 
you all again next year.

Last, but by no means least, 
congratulations to Nancy in 

-
ciency test. 

Kilmory SWRI
On Monday 2 April Kilmory 
Rural welcomed our own 
Helen Driver to our meeting 
to talk about her recent fabu-
lous trip of a lifetime to Sin-
gapore, Thailand, Australia 
and New Zealand.

We all enjoyed Helen’s pic-
tures and hearing about these 
amazing destinations. 

The competition winners 
for the evening were May 
McDonald for a Painted Egg 
and Johnann McHarg for fa-
vourite Egg Cup.

Our next meeting will be 
our annual Rural Dinner at 
Felicity’s on Monday 14 May 
at 7.30pm.

The acting calibre of 
Shiskine’s residents proved 
too good to beat last week-
end when they picked up two 
prizes at the Argyll Drama 
Festival.

Shiskine Drama Club won 
-

ting for their incredible pro-
duction of the locally written 
Each Evening Sees its Close.

And The John Brown Tro-
phy was awarded to the 
Shiskine WRI drama group 
for gaining the highest mark 
for a comedy performance. 

Their play, The Real Prob-
lem, was also named the 
second overall winner in the 
festival.

The festival featured per-
formances from drama clubs 

Shiskine WRI won the John Brown Trophy for gaining 
the highest mark for a comedy performance at the 
Argyll Drama Festival. 

Shiskine success at 
Drama Festival 

in Kintyre and north Lorn as 
well as Arran.

Speaking after the festival, 
now in its 33rd year, organ-
iser Jim Morrison, said: ‘This 
year’s Argyll Drama Festival 
was a great success. On each 
of the three evenings, the 
audiences saw three highly 
entertaining plays, which 

included hilarious comedy 
and moving and thought pro-
voking drama of a very high 
standard.

‘The audiences all expressed 
their enjoyment of this com-
munity produced entertain-
ment.’

This year’s Argyll
Festival was a
great success

ROUND THE RURALS

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/arranbanner

Northend Football Festival 
5th May Lochranza

1100-1300 Junior 5’s for p4 to p7 age.
1330-1730 Senior 7’s. 

Phone 830615 to book team.
Dance in Hall from 8.00pm with 

Usual Suspects & X-Factory.

POETRY READING
AT THE SECRET GARDEN GALLERY

‘the transatlantic session’
featuring our guest poets from California.

JAMES MCMICHAEL AND SUSAN DAVIS
WHO WILL BE SHARING SOME OF THEIR POETRY WITH OUR 
OWN ISLAND POETS, TIM POMEROY, JASON WATTS, DAVID 

UNDERDOWN AND CICELY GILL ON
THURSDAY 10th MAY 2012..

8pm - 10.30pm.
ADMISSION IS FREE. REFRESHMENTS WILL BE ON SALE.

MACHRIE BAY GOLF CLUB
To celebrate the refurbishment 
of Machrie Hall and Tearoom

A 9 hole Open Golf Competition will be held
Will be held on Saturday 5th May 2012 
Starting times from 9.30am to 1.30pm
Entry £5.00 (including refreshments)

OFFICAL OPENING AND 
PRIZE GIVING AT 4.00PM

Id
ea

l G
ift

HOSPITAL SUPPORTERS LEAGUE

Annual Plant Sale
Sunday May 6th 2pm – 3.30pm

Lamlash High School
Give your garden a makeover and 

support your hospital at the same time

The
original and still the best

Brodick 01770 302293   www.ormidale-hotel-co.uk

BRAND NEW MENU FOR 2012
Home cooked Food from 5pm-9pm 

Malt Whiskies    Children Welcome
WHAT’S ON THIS WEEK
Friday – Rock Disco – 10pm

Saturday – Tommy’s over 21s Disco – 10pm
Sunday – Live Music Session – 9pm

Tuesday – Trev’s Pop Music Quiz – 9pm
Thursday – Famous Pub Quiz –9pm

Real Ale (Recommended CAMRA Good Beer Guide)
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North Ayrshire Council elections

I have been privileged to rep-
resent Arran in the past, as a 
Member of the Scottish Parlia-
ment, and know from experi-
ence there are particular issues 
that arise from living on an 
island.

It is time North Ayrshire 
Council realise Arran is an as-
set and treat it as such.

They won’t admit it publicly, 

In the run up to the North Ayrshire Council elections on 
Thursday 3 May we bring you a full run down of all the 
candidates in the Ardrossan and Arran ward. 
Below are the people who aim to represent you for the 

next five years and they have tackled the big Arran issues 
such as roads, affordable housing, local jobs, education 
and care for the elderly.

Campbell Martin - Scottish 
Socialist Party

It has been a great honour to 
serve the people of Ardrossan 

years. I believe that I have 
served with diligence and al-
ways with the best interests 
of both communities at heart. 

There is much that remains 
to be done, but there have 

achievements over the past 

As a member of the Isle of 
Arran Homes committee I am 
pleased to say that Arran has 

-
ed investment in affordable 
housing, and I have also par-
ticipated in the continuing ef-
forts of the Brodick Country 

plant disease that has caused 
so much damage to the fa-
mous gardens.

I have been Chair of the 
Council’s Scrutiny Commit-
tee and a member of various 
other Committees, where 

but successive Labour admin-
istrations in Irvine have seen 
Arran and its distinct needs as, 
at best, an irritation – they even 
plundered the ‘Special Islands 
Needs Allowance’, re-allocat-
ing it into the council’s general 
coffers.

-
tary Motion I tabled as an MSP 
called for the creation of a ‘no 
take zone’ in Lamlash bay: I 
was also the only MSP, at that 
time, to hold regular Surger-
ies on Arran. Living on an is-
land shouldn’t mean having to 
make compromises or facing a 
higher cost of living.

The ferry is a lifeline and fa-
cilities at Ardrossan must be 
upgraded.  The SNP Govern-
ment must also explain why 
Road Equivalent Tariff on the 
Ardrossan-Brodick route has 
been delayed until 2014.

Only the Scottish Socialist 
Party has opposed local cuts to 
jobs and services – at the NAC 
Budget meeting, all other par-
ties supported a further £23m 
of cuts. 

CAMPBELL MARTIN
Scottish Socialist 
Party

No longer perceived as a na-
tion succumbing to a stereo-
type of being negatively dour 
and lacking in self-esteem, 
Scotland has speedily ditched 
the cringe and dependency 
image of the past.

We are now a country 
of high aspirations and 
expectations. There is always 
more to do.

SNP recognises the impera-
tive to develop and support 
the many skills and talents 
of our smart, entrepreneurial 
people who are, and will be, 
involved in growing the Ar-
ran and Scottish economy 
and promoting its interests 
worldwide.

SNP is manifestly ambitious 
for Scotland. The vision, dis-

John Hunter – 
Independent 

JOHN HUNTER
Independent

much of the day-to-day work 
of Councillors takes place.

Also, as the record will 
show, I have been relentless 
in holding the Administration 
to account, with many ques-
tions and motions to the Ex-
ecutive and relevant portfolio 
holders. It is also the case that 

JOHN BRUCE
Scottish National 
Party

I was elected in May 2007 to 
represent the people of Arran. 
Shortly after an attempt was 
made to close some of the is-
land schools. 

John Bruce – Scottish 
National Party

cipline and competence we 
have demonstrated in the 
governance of councils and 
country has been generally 
acknowledged, even by po-
litical opponents. 

We have a positive mes-
sage.

I have lived on Arran for 
27 years and I feel privileged 
and excited to promote along 
with my colleague Tony 
Gurney, an aspirational SNP 
manifesto for Arran. 

To the few who say ‘Ye can-
nae dae it!’  I say, ‘Oh aye, we 
can!’ And we will!
Attract investment and jobs
Retain Arran’s primary 

schools
Develop Arran’s economy 

with a 21st century ferry serv-
ice
Build more affordable 

homes
Review planning regula-

tions
Improve Arran’s roads and 

provide safe multi-user paths
Continue to freeze Council 

Tax until 2016
Restore Arran’s Citizen’s 

Advice Bureau
Introduce RET in 2014        

Tony Gurney – Scottish 
National Party

TONY GURNEY
Scottish National 
Party 

The local elections are now 
imminent.  I, David Tate, 
have been selected by the Lo-
cal Conservatives to be your 
candidate for Arran and Ar-
drossan.

DAVID TATE
Scottish
Conservative and 
Unionist Party

David Tate – Scottish 
Conservative and Unionist 
Party

be scrutinised and challenged 
on occasion, and I have done 
so when that is necessary.

The greatest satisfaction I 

years is helping the public by 
working to resolve a broad 
range of issues. I would like 
to thank all those who have 
given me support and encour-
agement and if I am re-elected 
I can assure them and all con-
stituents that I will continue 

While some of our local 
councillors had instigated the 
closures and others had failed 
to support the parents and 
children I immediately start-

I do not live on Arran but I 
hope that I have represented 
you well. I have certainly en-
sured that I have been Arran’s 
voice on the council (and not 
the council’s voice on Arran) 
and have always pushed to 
have North Ayrshire Council 
recognise our community as 
more than a convenient im-
age for a corporate brochure.

This year I would hope to do 
more. By voting for a strong 
SNP team you can ensure that 
John Bruce and I present a 
united front for Arran both lo-
cally and nationally. Working 
in conjunction with the SNP 
Scottish Government we can 
present a strong case for our 
concerns such as the move to 
more frequent ferry crossings 

I am married with two grown 
up children and two grand-
children and I have lived in 
Ardrossan most of my life. 

I have a small business 
which brings me to Arran 
from time to time. Although 
not previously involved in 
local government, I have al-
ways been interested in local 
politics. If elected, I would be 
proud to serve the people of 
both Arran and Ardrossan.

Conservative policy insists 
that family values are impor-
tant and that we are all enti-
tled to an acceptable standard 
of living, which I fully sup-
port.

If elected, I will be an acces-
sible councillor who listens 
and acts.

I will endeavour to promote 
the quality of life on Arran.

What matters most to you, 
matters to me: lack of jobs, 
broken pavements and roads, 
education, social care and 
housing.

All of these issues are the 
responsibility of your local 
council. These are the issues 
many of you have told me are 
of greatest concern.

There will be challenges 
ahead as we realise our lo-
cal council cannot deal with 
these issues alone.

We need residents, local 
businesses and community 
groups to work together for 

-
nity. 

I ask you to give me your 

together, we can keep moving 
Arran forward.
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Thursday 3 May, 2012 
and the introduction of RET.

In May 2012 I ask that you 
look at my record and vote 
for more of the same. Thank 
you.

I am a 56-year-old married 
family man who has two 
sons, six daughters and three 
grandchildren.

A resident of Ardrossan for 
35 years, I am originally from 
Saltcoats and was educated at 
Ardrossan Academy.

Peter McNamara – Scottish 
Labour Party

GORDON ALLISON
UK Independence 
Party  

Gordon Allison – UK 
Independence Party 

Loretta is married with three 
sons and eight grandchildren. 
She and husband Bob retired 
to Ardrossan and love the nat-
ural beauty of the area. 

She is a retired primary 
headteacher who specialised 
in teaching young people with 
additional support needs. 

She understands the impor-
tance and value of education 
and also the need for the best 
possible support services for 
young people and adults with 
disabilities.

She currently work as a 
volunteer with the Citizen 
Advice Service and her pro-

PETER McNAMARA 
Scottish Labour 
Party 
It has been a privilege to 
serve the people of Arran and 

years, helping to deliver a 
massive investment in local 
facilities such as the new out-
door centre in Lamlash, the 
Cloud Base facility at Gle-
nashdale Falls Whiting Bay 
and of course the new High 
School in Lamlash.

from the four million pounds 
investment in the new Mon-
trose House, which will open 
in 2013. 

More needs to be done to 
provide new housing and the 
Benlister development will 
go some way to achieving 
this.

Our young people need fa-
cilities for out of school ac-
tivities and I want to work 
with the local community to 
provide safe secure environ-
ments for our young people 
to meet and have fun. 

Our roads infrastructure 
requires major investment 
throughout the island and I 
believe the Scottish Govern-
ment should be called on to 
provide that resource.

If elected I will continue 
to work hard for the Arran 
community, I believe I have 
demonstrated my commit-
ment to the island with the in-
vestments outlined, so please 
give me, your Scottish Labour 
candidate, your support.

I worked for over 31 years 
with Scottish Water until re-
tiring early four years ago.

I have been a member of a 
trade union for 40 years and 
also a shop steward and safe-
ty representative for almost 
30 years.

I was a North Ayrshire 
councillor in Ardrossan north 
before the last local election 

Chairman of Ardrossan Com-
munity Council, and I am 
presently a member of The 
Heritage Centre in Saltcoats.

I am also Chairman of a 
Historical and Cultural soci-
ety group in Ardrossan.

I believe the role of a local 
-

most to represent the people 
of the ward from which they 
are elected and to endeavour 
to improve the quality of life 
for all local residents.

I am aware that lots of situa-
tions on Arran will be similar 
to those on the mainland, but 
some will be very different, 
due to the fact Arran is an is-
land.

If elected I will visit the is-
land regularly and look for-
ward to spending time on Ar-
ran meeting and assisting the 
residents.

If elected I promise to give 
100 per cent to being your lo-
cal representative.

I am opposed to the break 
up of the United Kingdom.

My friend is an engineer and 
claims that the companies he 
deals with in the UK are run 
by accountants, in Germany 
they are run by engineers.

This, he claims, means that 
long-term investment is not 
popular.

From investors to consum-
ers the trend is to look for a 

and an immediate posses-
sion; that may be OK for the 
individual but although it is 
the job of the government – 
whether national or local – to 
assist and solve the everyday 
problems we face, they must 
also take a long term view.

I believe that the greatest 

MARC HEAD
Independent

asset to Arran is that young 
families want to live here.

For that reason we must try 

lifestyle that sustains them.
The mainland North Ayr-

shire has greater problems 
than Arran partly because 
they have 400 people per 
square mile while we have 
28.

We must exploit this space 
and persuade the council that 
in many cases we need coop-
eration rather than direct help 
(though that of course is es-
sential).

As an independent I hope 
that I would be less con-
strained than a party political 
candidate.

A limited number of words 

saying that I have lived on 
Arran for almost 40 years and 
I love it.

I have been inspired into local 
politics by the work of Cllr 
Ruby Kirkwood, with whom 
I have worked on a voluntary 
basis.

She has shown that a caring 
councillor can make a real 
difference - that is what I can 
do in Ardrossan and Arran.

Arran has very important is-
sues unique in North Ayrshire 
and I intend to make sure, for 
instance, that schoolchildren 
in Arran keep easy access to 
local, effective schools and 
work towards ensuring there 
is affordable housing for lo-
cals.

With regular surgeries and 
availability via phone and 
email I will always be avail-
able to deal with relevant is-
sues, no matter how big or 
small, and to represent con-
stituents with dignity and in-
tegrity in the council without 
political dogma or bias.

NICK SMITH
Scottish Liberal 
Democrats

Nick Smith – Scottish 
Liberal Democrats  

representative and for the 
Scottish LibDems, putting 
the interests of Arran and 

I am delighted to represent 
the Scottish LibDems and 
will be equally delighted and 
privileged to represent the 
people of Arran and Ardros-
san.

You will be voting for a 
hard working and intelligent 

LORETTA GARDNER
Scottish Labour 
Party

Loretta Gardner – Scottish 
Labour Party  

fessional and life experiences 
have equipped her with many 
skills to support her duties as 
councillor if elected. 

She understands the chal-
lenges facing communities 

fairness and equality. 
If elected and as the only 

woman candidate standing in 
the ward, she will work hard 
with all agencies and will 
actively support community 
groups to ensure that their 
voice is heard.

Loretta will strive for the 
best possible education and 

care services. She will sup-
port communities for im-
proved roads and ferry serv-
ices.

and children services.
Tourism is a major strength 

of the area and should be a 
vehicle for increased employ-
ment and training opportuni-
ties.

By working with and lis-
tening to the community she 
would like the residents to 
feel proud, optimistic and 

-
ward.
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THIS MONTH IN 
SCOTTISH FIELD...
HAVING AN 
OBAN BALL -
Joy Dunlop 
on why 
Argyll is 
unbeatable
READ...
STUNNING 
RECIPES 
FROM NICK 
NAIRN
The 
legendary 
Fitzroy Maclean
SET LOOSE THE MOOSE
Stunning images of 
Scotland’s lighthouses 
DOUGIE VIPOND ON THE 
COUCH
Attadale’s beautiful gardens
WHY OUR RIVERS WILL SOON BE 
TEEMING WITH SALMON AGAIN

SUBSCRIBE
TODAY...
AND RECEIVE FREE 
TICKETS TO DUNTREATH 
CASTLE GARDEN SHOW OR 

3 HELLEBORES

THE MOOSE

WIN£255 RMWilliamsBoots

www.scottishfield.co.uk

THE Campbeltown Courier 
is giving readers the chance 
to see acts such as Mumford 
and Sons, Deadmau5, Biffy 
Clyro, and Noah and The 
Whale at the Highlands’ pre-
mier music festival – Rock-
ness.

We have teamed up with 
the organisers for a special 
competition to give away 
two pairs of general weekend 

You could win tickets to see Mumford and Sons at Rockness this June by entering 
our competition. Details to be published next week.

Win a pair of tickets to

tickets to the award-winning 
festival, including camping 
passes, worth £159 each.

Details of how to enter the 
competition will be published 
across Wyvex Media’s titles 
over the coming two weeks.

Among the other acts con-

event, which runs between 
Friday, June 8 and Sunday, 
June 10, are Annie Mac, The 

View, Mystery Jets, Friendly 
Fires, Death in Vegas, Mylo 
and Beardyman.

A host of comedy acts have 
also been announced to ap-
pear, headed up by musical 
comedian, Tim Minchin.

In total, more than 90 acts 

this year’s Rockness, making 
NME’s Small Festival of the 
Year 2012 a must.

Heifers from Matthew and
Angus top the sale 

Emily Armitage, Joley Allison and Lucy Walsh with their Cub Silver Awards.     b17cub01

the year was reported last 
Wednesday 18 April. 

It was heard calling in Glen 
Rosa and said to be ‘very loud 
and clear’.

This is exactly the same date 

The earliest Arran Cuckoo 
reported was one heard on 10 
April, 2001.

Arran Bird Recorder Jim 
Cassels said: ‘This year the 
earliest UK record that I can 

Arran livestock sales at Ayr

Three Arran Cubs, Emily 
Armitage, Joley Allison and 
Lucy Walsh, received their 

Silver Awards for Arran Cubs
Silver Award at Arran High 
School.

The ceremony took place on 

Thursday 29 March and they 
all had a great evening cel-
ebrating their achievement.

Messrs Craig Wilson Ltd had 
their Spring Sales of cattle 
within Ayr Auction Mart on 
Thursday 5 April when 211 
cattle were consigned by Ar-
ran farmers.

The top price of £1,110 was 
obtained on two occasions, 
one by Matthew McNeish, 
Craigview for a Simmental 
heifer, the other by Angus 
MacAlister, Cairnhouse for a 
Limousin heifer. 

The quality of the animals 
presented for sale was without 
question a great credit to the 
Islands producers, this justly 

well over the odds to secure 

in the best trade ever. 
Principal prices (per head)
Stots:
Charolais: £1,030, £830 Moor; 

£1,000, £980, £970, £910 

Charolais Stot calves:£755, £750, 
-

tal Stots: £850 Craigview; £790, 
£770 Birchburn. Simmental Stot 
calves: £575, £555 Bellview. 
Limousin Stots: £1,090, £1,025 
Cairnhouse; £980 Auchenhew; 

Birchburn; £820 Glenree. Lim-
ousin Stot calves: £760, £740 
Glenree; £755 Craigview. Aber-
deen Angus Stots: £1,010 Brae-

head; £880, £800 Birchburn. 
Aberdeen Angus Stot calves:

£715 Glenree. Black & White 
Stots: £850 Bellview (A Leek); 
£835 Tigneanfraoch. 

Principal prices (per head)
Heifers:
Hereford: £1,030, £865 Alt-

golath. Simmental: £1,110, 
£935, £800 Craigview; £755 
Birchburn. Limousin: £1,110, 
£830 Cairnhouse; £990 Bel-
lview (A Leek); £785 Birchburn; 
£740 Glenree. Limousin Heifer 
calves: £655 Auchenhew; £640 
Glenree. Charolais Heifers:
£870, £850, £830 Auchenhew; 
£800 Moor. Charolais Heifer 
calves:
Aberdeen Angus Heifer calves:

Top prices (per kilo) Stots:
Charolais: 259.3, 234.0 Moor; 

248.6, 248.1 Auchentiber. Sim-
mental: 259.0 Birchburn; 255.5 
Bellview. Limousin: 260.4
Glenree; 255.2 Auchenhew; 

Glenree.
Top Prices per kilo) Heifers:
Charolais:

222.2 Moor. Limousin: 270.7
Cairnhouse; 228.5 Glenree. 
Aberdeen Angus: 211.1 May-

-
mental: 222.0 Birchburn; 211.4 
Craigview.

The Cuckoo – first heard last week in Glen Rosa.     
b17cuck01

from both Surrey and North-
umberland, and the earliest 
Scottish record that I can 

Mull.
‘As always, I am pleased 

to get any records of calling 
Cuckoos on Arran.’

Recent population decline 
puts them on the RSPB Red 
List as globally threatened 
with at least 50 percent de-
cline in the UK breeding 
population over the last 25 
years.

Cuckoo – Cuckoo - Cuckoo
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Secrets revealed as
couple dive in
Catacol Bay

When scuba diving enthusi-
asts Paul and Sue Chandler 
from Devon came to Arran 
two weeks ago they were 
keen to dive around Arran’s 
shores.

The couple frequently dive 
all over the world and near 
their home, so when travel-
ling to Arran it was only natu-
ral that they should pack all 
the gear.

‘We were staying at Cata-
col and we had decided that 
despite advice to the contra-
ry from some local divers that 
it would be too shallow, we
would dive there to see if we 

wreck of the 19th Century 
schooner called the Gleaner, 
that is in the Bay,’ said Paul.

‘At the very least we thought 
that there would be a few de-
licious scallops to collect and 
our efforts would therefore 
not be wasted.’ 

So on a windless Sunday 
morning they kitted up in 
drysuits with abundant ther-
mal undergarments.

Paul said: ‘Our air cylinders 
were full and we planned to 
dive for up to an hour or un-
til we became too cold and 
to only dive to a maximum 
depth of 20 metres, as this 
was an area that we were not 
familiar with.

‘We walked down the side 
of the jetty into the water, 
leaning on the jetty for sup-

little water depth before sub-
merging.’

-

Thick algae on the seabed in Catacol Bay. 

Sue Chandler is pictured ‘kitting up’ in a drysuit before their dive in Catacol Bay.

A pincushion starfish spotted on the seabed.

‘The seabed was littered with dead clam
and scallop shells, which looked to have 
been dumped from fishing vessels’

low sausage, which they 
towed above them when 
submerged, to make sure 
they’d be spotted before be-
ing caught in the nets of the 
trawlers operating in the Kil-
brannan Sound.

Signalled
Paul continued: ‘Twenty 

metres out we signalled to 
each other, depressed our de-

as the air hissed then bubbled 
from our buoyancy jackets.’  
When they were only three 
metres down they settled on 
to the bottom on their knees 
and signalled ‘OKs’ to each 
other and took a look around.

Paul said: ‘The water was 
clear, we could see for 10 to 
15 metres in each direction 

-

‘About 50-80m out from the 
jetty the water depth is about 
5-8m but then it slopes off 
steeply into the dark depths.

‘We followed the slope 

down to about 16m water 
depth and followed the con-
tour along.

‘The bottom is very silty 
with a lot of benthic life 
(crabs, tube worms, burrow-

juvenile plaice). There were 

in deeper water at this time of 
year and spawning only hap-
pens when the water warms 

up (currently 8 degrees Cel-
sius).’

Along the slope Paul said the 
seabed was littered with dead 
clam and scallop shells, which 
looked to have been dumped 

probably been processing the 
clams on board.

‘There were large scallops 
sitting in depressions on the 
edge of the slope and al-
though not densely populated 
there were enough there to 
give an indication that it is a 
reasonably healthy environ-
ment,’ he said. 

Mooring
Paul added that the mooring 

that the Catacol Bay Hotel 
has put in the water about 50-
75m offshore has apparently 
stopped dredgers and trawl-
ers coming in close opposite 
the hotel and that the area is 
starting to show signs of re-
covery from the dredging and 
shell dumping.

Paul said: ‘While we stayed 
in Catacol we saw trawl-
ers operating no closer than 
500m offshore and these were 

are overwintering in the deep 
channel.’ 

Calls cost £1.02 from a BT landline. Other networks will vary and calls from mobiles will cost considerably more. Text messages 
cost £1.02 plus one message at standard network rate.  Entries made after the closing date will not be counted but may still be 
charged.  Entrants must be 18 or over and have the bill payer’s permission.  The £100 will be paid to the winner in the form of a 

FREE FUEL 
UP FOR GRABS!

To be in with a chance of winning, simply answer this question and enter by phone or text:
Of the following options, which is the most common type of fuel 
used in vehicles?
a) Petrol     b) Whisky   c) Water 

call 0901 293 0450
and follow instructions 

or text FUEL
followed by a space, your answer (a, b or c), name and town to 88010.
Calls cost £1.02 from a BT landline. Other networks will vary and calls from mobiles will 
cost considerably more. Text messages cost £1.02 plus one message at standard network 
rate. Calls and texts from UK and Northern Ireland only. 

Petrol and diesel prices are soaring these days, particularly in the West 
Highlands and Islands. So, The Arran Banner has decided to help and 
give one lucky reader a free tank of fuel to the value of £100!
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in association with Isle of Arran Brewery
Whats on

www.arranbrewery.com

To appear in What’s On telephone the Arran Banner 01770 302142

EVERYDAY
Arran Brewery Open Mon-sat 10am-4pm,  Sunday 12.30-4pm
Arran Brewery Tour 2pm
Trout Fly Fishing Loch Garbad, Bank and Boat Fishing
Brodick Castle, Gardens Open Daily 9am-Dusk
Arran Heritage Museum,                                                 Rosaburn, Brodick 10.30am - 4.30pm

Saturday 28 April
Over 21s Disco Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Karate Auchrannie Games Hall, 11.30am -12.30pm
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm - 4pm
Arran Dancers (4yrs & up) Arran high School, 10am
Teddy Bears Picnic Playbarn Auchrannie, 2pm - 3pm
Kids Family Quiz Playbarn, Auchrannie, 5pm - 6pm
Open Rinks                                                                           Blackwaterfoot Bowling Club, 2pm
Brodick Bowling Club Re-opening                                                              Bowling Green, 2pm
Spring Fete  Lamlash Primary School, 11am - 2pm
Lamlash Bowling Club Opening Day                                                          Bowling Green, 2pm
Coffee Morning                                                                Whiting Bay Church, 10.30am - 12pm
Katy Clark Surgery                                                                   Ormidale Sports Pavilion, 12pm
Grand Auction                                                Pirnmill Village Hall - viewing 12pm, auction 7pm
HMS Vandal Memorial Lochranza, 12pm

Sunday 29 April
Alcoholics Anonymous Church Hall, Brodick 4.30pm
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm - 4pm
Fun in the Pool Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm - 5pm
Teddy Bears Picnic Playbarn, Auchrannie, 2pm - 3pm
Live Music                                                                                                       Ormidale, 8.30pm
Open Mic Session                                                          Eden Lodge, Whiting Bay, 2pm - 5 pm
Island Hair and Beauty 1st Birthday                                                                         12pm - 5pm 

Monday 30 April
Over 50s Badminton Lochranza Village Hall 2pm-4pm
Badminton Lochranza Hall 6.30pm
Weight Wise Hospital Bungalow 5pm-5.30pm
Ladies Netball High School Sports Hall – seniors 7.30pm-9pm
Citizens Advice Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick 10am-2pm
Breathe Walk Class Kinneil, Lamlash 5.15pm
Table Tennis Corrie Hall, 6.30pm
Hatha Yoga Arran high School, 6pm - 7.30pm
Come Dance With Me – LeRoc Modern Jive Whiting Bay Hall 7.30pm
Yoga High School, 6pm
Arran Junior Football Ormidale Park, 6pm-7pm
Quiz The Shurig at Bar Eden, 8.30pm
Badminton                                                                                Auchrannie Sports Hall, 7 - 9pm
Summer Bridge                                                              Arran High School, 6.30pm for 6.45pm
Rink Games                                                                                Brodick Bowling Club, 6.45pm
Rink Games                                                                                   Lamlash Bowling Club, 7pm

Tuesday 1 May
Army Cadets Auchrannie Road, 7.30pm-9.30pm
Pop Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm

Alcoholics Anonymous Brodick Church Hall - 2pm
Youth Club Kildonan Hall - 7pm
Rotary Club Glencloy Suite, Auchrannie 7.15pm
Melody Movement, Ballet Class-2 ½ yrs up Auchrannie Dance Studio, 2pm
Dudes & Divas Funky Dance Class- 2 ½ yrs up Auchrannie Dance Studio 2pm
Youth Club Brodick Hall, 6.30pm - 8pm
Scottish Country Dancing Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm
Zumba Fitness Class Arran High School, 6.30-7.30pm
Northend Football Training                                                                                Lochranza, 7pm
Weight Watchers St Molios, Church Hall, 7pm
Green Gym                                                                                    Rangers Centre,10am - 1pm
Rink Games                                                                          Blackwaterfoot Bowling Club, 2pm
Junior Hockey Club - 8yrs up                                                                 Ormidale Park, 6 - 7pm
Brodick Castle Guided Walk. Donations to the garden Reception, 2pm

Wednesday 2 May
Hockey Auchrannie Hall, 7pm-8pm games hall
Tae Kwondo KA Leisure Kids, 6.30pm-7.30pm Adults 7.30pm - 8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Lamlash church Hall 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Arran Brass Rehearsal Whiting Bay Hall 7.15pm
Senior Badminton High School Games Hall 8pm - 9pm
Yogalates 9.30am – 10.30am Auchrannie studio

Music Mayhem Class Parents and little ones Auchrannie dance studio 10.45am
Kids Games The Playbarn Auchrannie 5pm - 6pm
AYF Film Making Club Brodick Church Hall, 4.30 - 6.30pm
Arran Heritage Museum Archives and Genealogy Services         10.30 - 12.30 and 1.30 - 3.30
Arran Absolute Beginners Running Group                                        Auchrannie Car Park, 6pm
Junior Tennis                                                                          Shiskine Tennis Club, 4.30 - 6pm
Rink Games                                                                                Brodick Bowling Club, 6.45pm
Bridge Drive                                                                                          Lamlash Golf Club, 7pm 
Coffee Morning                                                              Lamlash Church Hall, 10.15am - 12pm
Rink Games                                                                                    Lamlash Bowling Club, 7pm

Thursday 3 May
General Knowledge Quiz Ormidale Hotel 9pm
Lochranza Craft Club Hall 2pm
Youth Club Youth cabin,Lamlash 7-9pm
Coffee Morning St Molios Church 10.30am - 12pm
General Knowledge Quiz Kinloch Bar 9pm
Zumba Fitness Club Arran High School, 6.30-7.30pm
Live Country/Folk Music                                      Eden Lodge, Whiting Bay, 8.30pm - 10.30pm
Cricket Practice                                                                                             Sannox Oval, 6pm
Senior Tennis                                                                                    Shiskine Tennis Club, 6pm
Arran Yacht Club Work Party Lamlash Pier, 6pm

Friday 4 May 
Aqua Fizz Auchrannie Hotel Pool 9.45am - 10.30am
Yogalates Auchrannie Studio 10am - 11am 
Arran Youth Foundations Church Hall, Brodick, 7pm - 9pm
Weight Watchers Ormidale Pavilion, 6.30pm
Lochranza Kids Badminton                                                                   Lochranza Hall, 6 - 8pm
Lochranza Adults Badminton                                                                     Lochranza Hall, 8pm
Disco                                                                                                        Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Quiz                                                                                                 Whiting Bay Golf Club, 8pm
RNLI Shop                                                                                                  Lamlash, 2pm - 4pm
Rink Games                                                                                Brodick Bowling Club, 6.45pm

Saturday 5 May 
Over 21s Disco Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Karate Auchrannie Games Hall, 11.30am - 12.30pm
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm - 4pm
Arran Dancers (4yrs & up) Arran High School 10am
Teddy Bears Picnic Playbarn Auchrannie 2pm - 3pm
Kids Family Quiz Playbarn, Auchrannie 5pm - 6pm
Rink Game                                                                                       Brodick Bowling Club, 2pm
Rink Game                                                                                      Lamlash Bowling Club, 2pm
Whiting Bay Bowling Club Open Day                                                            Bowling Club, 2pm
Kalimpong Koffee Morning                                                            Corrie Hall, 10.30am - 12 pm
Northend Football Festival                                                                                  11am - 5.30pm
Lochranza Dance                                                                                                         Hall, 8pm
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UNDER

£30
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED
ITEMS INTO CASH!

ARRAN BANNER CLASSIFIEDS

The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ
Tel: 01770 302142  Fax: 01770 302021

Email adverts@arranbanner.co.uk     www.arranbanner.co.uk

Simply complete the 
form and return to the 

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE TUESDAY 4.00pm
NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE

ITEM...........................................................................................................................
DESCRIPTION...........................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................
PRICE .............................................TELEPHONE .....................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON

Properties

COTTAGES & CASTLES
Arran and Scotland’s Leading Holiday Houses

Flexible Service for owners
Tel: 01738 451610 

www.cottages-and-castles.co.uk

Public Notices

Drive Times

WANTED
Outboard motor – 9-25hp 
Tel:07500 039181
6f x4f Window Tel: 01770 
860399
DVD/Video Recorder in Good 
Condition Tel:01770 302179 

UNDER £30
2x 205/16 4x4 tyres, £20 each, 
also, 1x 245/70/16 4x4 tyre on 
a 6 stud rim, £20. Tel 07979 
925435 (Arran)
Green leather suite – 2 seater and 
3 seater buyer uplifts £30 Tel: 
01770 860726
Outboard for spares – Mercury 
Bluebird 40HP bits missing £30 
Tel: 01770 860726
Outboard for repair – Yamaha 
2HP all good except no spark 
£30 Tel: 01770 860726

£20 each Tel: 01770 860726
Selection of boat and beach rods 
priced from £10 - £25 Tel: 01770 
860726
AEG Arctis chest freezer 6cu ft 
approx £30, lG Express cool re-
frigerator 4.5cu ft approx £30, 
wooden drop side cot mattress 
and cover £5, 8 litre water boiler 
with thermostat and tap £10, 
Childs plastic sledge blue £3, set 
of 3 blue velvet cushions £5, 2 
bicycle holders for car roof bars 
£10 each or £15 pair, 2 coloured 
TV stands (with glass shelf) £5 
each Tel: 01770 600479
Seed Potatoes for sale, Bridge 
Farm Tel: 01770 860358
Ladies Jodphurs Dublin size 
16/30” black. £10 donation to 
Arran RDA. Tel: 600752
Ladies Jodphurs Dublin size 
16/30” beige. £10 donation to 
Arran RDA. Tel: 600752

Ladies Breeches Dublin size 
16/30” light blue cord. £10 dona-
tion to Arran RDA. Tel: 600752
Laying Hens for sale, Bridge 
Farm Tel: 01770 860358
G-Plan coffee table circular 
wood/glass £30Tel: 600238
Desk, 47” x 27” with a single 3 
drawer pedestal, £15.00 o.n.o. 
Tel: 700582
Child’s twin pushchair £5, Car 
Roof Box £5, Child high chair 
£8, Hot point spin drier £30 Tel: 
01770 700371
Singer sewing machine. Tel: 
01770 302148
Kenwood food processor with 
attachments. £25. Tel: 01770 
302469

FREE TO UPLIFT
Bagged Manure in Oakbank, 
Lamlash £1 per bag donation to 
Arran RDA Tel:01770 600752

OVER £30
Red leather Sofa £280 ono Tel: 
07913 967605
De Longhi Latissimo coffee 
machine – Brand New was 
£320 now £225 ono Tel: 01770 
810226
ANGELO MOLINARI 410 by 
Italmarine Cathedral hull, fast 

diving etc. Mariner 40 outboard 
with tank and remotes, Hallmark 
Coaster trailer. Ready to go. £1000 
(Arran) Tel. 07979 925435
Vauxhall Frontera Sport 4x4 
VGC 73000mls MOT 10months, 
Economical, Green, Tbar £950 
ono Tel: 01770 700371
Volvo 540 1.6 Economical 
85000mls, MOT 11months, 
Green, Air condition, new bat-
tery, VGC, £900 Tel: 01770 
700542

Rock
Cottage
A charming 
coastal cottage 
with Norwegian 
Chalet set in 
mature colourful 

with sea views.
Sitting room, study, dining room, breakfasting-
kitchen, bathroom, shower room, 2 bedrooms. Coal 
house, general purpose store. Secure off street 
parking. Tiered gardens with waterfall and old cave.  
Norwegian Chalet in grounds with open plan sitting 
room/dining room, kitchen, bedroom & shower room.

Contact: Strutt and Parker, 
150 St. Vincent Street, 
Glasgow, G2 5NE

For details contact Strutt & Parker: 0141 225 3881
Email: glasgow@struttandparker.com

AVAILABLE FOR LET
(Fully furnished and ready to trade)

3 Units suitable for retail – 
2 for Storage or Workshops

Available as a whole or individually 
– Short or long term

Call: 01770 860552 

LONG LET
Sliddery

1 Bed Cottage

Tel:
01770 870256

LONG LET
Lamlash 2 bed 

bungalow
Recently refurbished 

including new 
kitchen & bathroom

sorry no smokers

Tel: 01770-600752

ROVER 45 1.4 
IMPRESSION 2004

£1650 o.n.o.

45,000 miles, Full leather, 6 CD Multi changer
MOT April 2013, TAX 31/10/2012, Ex Condition

Tel: 01770 850214 or 07752 846572 (Arran)

Kilmory Hall & Bunkhouse
Annual General Meeting
will be held in the Hall on 

Monday 21st May 2012 at 8pm

ALL WELCOME

Whiting Bay Village Hall
AGM

Thursday 10th May 2012 @ 7.30pm
All Welcome!

www.whitingbayhall.co.uk
Charity No. SC024915

ARRAN
YACHT CLUB

Work
Party

Lamlash Pier
Thursday 3rd May

6pm

Katy Clark MP
SURGERY NOTICE

Saturday 28 April 2012
at the Ormidale Sports Pavilion 
at 12pm.

53 Main Street, 
Kilbirnie, KA25 7BX
01505 684127
clarkk@parliament.uk

WORKING HARD FOR 
NORTH AYRSHIRE 
AND ARRAN
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Recruitment

As one of the leading homecare providers in the UK, Carewatch need care support
workers to help us deliver personal care and support services to people within their 
own homes on Isle of Arran. Carewatch is an approved provider with North Ayrshire 
Council. We pride ourselves on the high standards of care delivered by our staff and 
place service-users and their well-being at the centre of everything we do.

We pay £8 an hour during week and £9 at weekends. Experience is not essential, 
as full comprehensive training is provided. PVG membership is required along with 2
references. Full clean drivers licence and own transport is required, mileage 
allowance paid. 

We can offer full time, part time, flexible and bank hours.
We are an equal opportunities employer.  

01294 608222 or 608333 
o info@inacs.co.uk  

www.carewatch.co.uk

BRODICK CASTLE 
SEASONAL PART TIME 

HOUSEKEEPING
ASSISTANT POSITION

An opportunity has arisen to join a 
small dedicated team of staff who 

care for the historic collections and 
interior of Brodick Castle.

 Week end work will be required 
Experience preferred but not 

essential - training in collections care 
will be given

For Details and Application form 
please contact

Lorraine Hesketh-Campbell
Tel: 01770 302202

The National Trust for Scotland 
for Places of Historic Interest 
or natural beauty is a charity 

registered in Scotland.
Charity Number SC 007410

CalMac Ferries Limited has a requirement for:

Port Assistant
Brodick, Isle of Arran
40 hours per week
Ref 431-SB
Rate of Pay £17,222

Applications are invited for the position of Port Assistant 
based at the Brodick Ferry Terminal.

approach to your day-to-day responsibilities. Your duties 
will include mooring operations, customer enquiries, sales 
of passenger/vehicle tickets, cash handling and control of 
passengers and vehicles embarking and disembarking 
from vessels.

You must be computer literate, with excellent verbal and 
written communication skills. You are expected to have a 

will be involved. You must be customer focused, have a 
clear understanding of the customer interface and have a 
proactive approach to customer care.

If you are interested in this position, please respond by 
sending your CV quoting
reference number 431 -SB no later than 04 May 2012 to:
e-mail: vacancies@davidmacbraynehr.co.uk, or
David MacBrayne HR (UK) Limited
Ferry Terminal, Gourock, PA19 1QP
t: 01475 650100 f: 01475 650268
Note: This position has been previously advertised and applications received 
as a result of the original advert are still under consideration.  There is no need 
to re-submit your application.

TRUST HOUSING ASSOCIATION LIMITED
Everyone has the right to safe, affordable, good quality housing.  That’s what Trust 
provides for older people, families and others at over 100 developments. We manage 
and maintain around 2,500 homes across Scotland - and with 500 staff - we’re a major 
national employer.  As we look to the future, we also look for people who share our energy, 
passion and commitment to share in our continuing success.

ISLE OF ARRAN HOMES Job Ref 1280 - 0115
(An Initiative of Trust Housing Association Ltd)

Housing & Property 
Administration Assistant  
Salary Scale £18,627 to £24,042 (Pro Rata £9,313 to £12,021)
17.5 Hours per week
We are looking to recruit a Housing and Property Administration Assistant to enhance 

The successful applicant will be self-motivated, well organised and possess excellent 
communication and numeracy skills; computer literate with experience of Microsoft 
packages and familiarity with the use of spreadsheets are essential. With previous 
administrative experience, ideally in a housing and property or related environment 
your skills will contribute to the success of the team.  The hours of work are Wednesday 
afternoon, Thursday and Friday.
If you would like an informal discussion about this post, please contact Neil Wilkinson, 

For an application pack, please telephone our 24 hour recruitment line on 0131 444 4999, 
quoting the appropriate reference or download from our website: www.trustha.org.uk/jobs 
or email jobs@trustha.org.uk, quoting the appropriate reference. 
Closing date for completed applications is 2 weeks from Publication 
Interviews will be held on Friday 18 May.
We are pursuing a policy of equal opportunities and welcome applications from all sections 
of the community.
Trust Housing Association is a Registered Scottish Charity- SC009086

PATERSON ARRAN LIMITED
PRODUCTION OPERATIVES

• Full time, temporary position, available immediately
• Working Monday to Friday
• On the job training to SVQ standard 
• Excellent holidays 
• Opportunity to join Company Pension Scheme
• Starting rate £6.25 per hour 
Please phone Lamlash (600) 606 for an application form

A challenging role exists within our small team for a Sales Per-

team you’ll work with local and national customers to ensure 
the highest levels of customer service. Whilst a passion for 
food and an understanding of the catering trade will be an ad-
vantage, a ‘can do’ attitude and willingness to work as part of a 
team is as important and all relevant training will be given.
The ideal candidate will be: 
• Sales focused with the ability to work under pressure and to 

deadlines in a busy environment.
• A self-starter with excellent organisational skills.

have an excellent telephone manner.
• IT literate including Microsoft Word, Excel, and Outlook 

healthcare schemes, and the opportunity to advance in a rapidly 
growing company.
Salary is negotiable depending on experience and full or part time, 
and job share applicants will be considered. This post will involve 
Saturday shifts.
Written enquiries including your current CV should be sent to:
Pam McCrae, Arran Dairies Ltd, Market Road, Brodick
pam@taste-of-arran.co.uk   Tel 01770 302374

BRODICK GOLF CLUB
Require a 

Seasonal Grass Cutter
From mid May to September

Please apply in writing 
to the Secretary

Job Opportunity with 
North Ayrshire Council

CORRIE GOLF CLUB
TEA ROOM VACANCY

Corrie Golf Club has a vacancy for the 
running of the tearoom at Sannox.

Please advise the treasurer: 
A Crawford, 26 Hamilton Terrace, 

Lamlash Tel: 01770 600648
If you would like to apply to run this busy 
tearoom closing date will be the 7th May
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WOOD FUELS

TREES

Tree & hedge cutting and clearing
Brush Cutting and strimming.

All types of fencing
Call Jamie McKinnon: 

01770 810 222 or 07760 247201

COMPUTING SERVICES

Incidentals 
Arran

Happy computers on 
Arran since 1983

Bill Stewart
T. 830343

Iain
Murchie

Plastering
Taping and Coving
Roughcasting and

 Cement work
Slating and Roof work
Floor and Wall Tiling

01770 600331

Iain
Murchie

Plastering
Taping and Coving
Roughcasting and

 Cement work
Slating and Roof work
Floor and Wall Tiling

01770 600331

PLASTERER

ELECTRICAL

• Heating • Electrical
• Air Source Heat Pumps • TVs • PAT Testing

Electrical work and all Refrigeration work
Inspection & Testing to BS7671

Tel: 01770 860246   Fax 01770 860493   E: aerltd@live.co.uk

CARPETS SAWDUST

GARDENING

PLUMBER

Sawdust 
for Sale

£10m3

Also wood 
briquettes
33p a kilo

Arran Woodfuels
01770 870207

JIMMY 
TURNBULL
Plumber

Tel: 860442

GARDEN AND 
GROUNDS 

MAINTENANCE

• Hedge Cutting

• Grass cutting and Care

• Ground Clearing

• Fencing & Decking

No job too big or small – 
FREE ESTIMATES

Call: 07977 243001
www.arrangardenservices.co.uk

Brodick, Isle of Arran

DRIVING SCHOOL

AVON’S
DRIVING SCHOOL

Learn essential skills 
on the mainland.
• Pick up at ferry.
• Intensive courses
• Pass Plus
• Block booking 
discounts

•Competitive rates

Tel Avon: 07855236013
www.avonsdrivingschool.co.uk

BUTCHER

Arran Lamb Company
Serving Arran & Kintyre

Cattle, Pigs or Sheep.
Professionally processed

for your freezer.
Can be packed and labelled 
ready for re-sale if required.
Bacon cured, sausage and 
burgers made, All to your 
individual requirements.
Livestock collection and
meat delivery included.

Advance booking required
 for our regular trips to 
Mull Slaughterhouse

Contact Iain on:
01770 850264
07962 219481

iain@arranlamb.com
www.arranlamb.com

LAWN MOWING

Andrew Ross-Bain
Chimney Sweeping

Window Cleaning 

Exterior House and 
Garden Maintenance

Lawn Mowing

Tel 01770 870214
Mobile 07810820374
andyrossbain@live.co.uk

PAINTER AND DECORATOR

PAINTING & DECORATING

TOM
MCCONNACHIE

Painter
Decorator

Tiler
Chimney Sweep

FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: 
01770 830 620 

or
07901 700705

WOODWORKING
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CHURCH NOTICES

BIRTH

PERSONAL

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

(in full communion with the
Church of England)

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay.
Sunday 29th April

Holy Communion, 11.00 am.
Coffee after service.  

Wednesday 2nd May
Holy Communion, 12.15 pm.

ALL WELCOME

ARRAN CHURCHES
TOGETHER

There will be Taizé worship on  
Thursday 3rd May

at 7.30 pm in St Margaret’s Epis-
copal Church.

ALL WELCOME

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
North Arran, Brodick,

Corrie, Lochranza,
Pirnmill and Shiskine.

Independent but working together
Minister Rev Angus Adamson

Parish Assistant
Mrs Jean Hunter

Worship will be conducted in the
above churches at the

following times to which all are
invited – families, young people

and children welcome.
Sunday 29th April 

Brodick Church, 10.30am  
Corrie Church, 12noon,

Lochranza 9.30am
Pirnmill 10.45am

Shiskine Church 12noon
A service of worship will also be

held in Montrose house at 1.30pm

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Vigil Mass 7.30pm
Sunday Morning Mass 11am

WHITING BAY AND
KILDONAN

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Sunday 29th April

Worship will be conducted by the
minister, Rev Elizabeth Watson,

at 10.30am.
Tea and coffee will be served in

the transept after the service.
All most welcome.

ARRAN BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday 29th April

Ormidale Sports Pavilion,
Brodick

11am Morning worship
Tea/Coffee after the service

Home Fellowship Group meets
on Wednesday at 7.30pm

For details telephone 860 232
Everyone very welcome.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a fellow-
ship to share”

Sunday 29th April
Rev. Gillean Maclean

Kilmory 10am
Lamlash 11.30am
In both churches:

All welcome, including families;
children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

Services as follows
Shiskine 11am (Church on road

between Blackwaterfoot and
Machrie)

Brodick 7pm (Church behind Post

Both services will be taken by the
Rev John Ross
All Welcome

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND
(continuing)

Sunday 29th April
Morning Service 11am
Trust Housing Lounge,
Glen Estate, Brodick           

Evening Service 6.30pm
5 Glen Road Brodick

Prayer Meeting
Wednesday 3rd May

at 7pm
5 Glen Road
All welcome

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS, QUAKERS

Sunday 29 April 
Meeting for worship will be at

11am in 11 Glen Estate, Brodick
Enquiries to Jeny 302779

All very welcome

LESSONS

DEATHS

Lamlash Golf Club 
Ladies: Wednesday 18 April,
Medal 1, 8 ladies played the

with another great result by
Lesley Handley (including a 3
at the 18th), who has again had
her handicap cut; well done!  
CSS 66. 1 Lesley Handley
88-30 = 58, 2 Sheena Murchie
81-13=68, 3 Rachel Wren 92-
22=70, scratch Sheena Murchie
8.

Gents: Thursday 19April, Sen-
iors Medal, 1 Ken Barclay 85-
21=64,2AllanMartin85-17=68.
Twos Ken Barclay two at 4th.
Summer Cup CSS 64, 24 played.
1 Euan Evans 65-4=61, 2 Todd
Jameson 66-5=61, 3 Stuart
Campbell 69-7=62, 4 Doug-
las Macfarlane 65-2=63. Best
scratch Euan Evans 65 (bih).
TwosStuartCampbell twoat16th
Sunday 22 April, Carpenter
Rose Bowl. CSS 65 Par 64,
1 Lee Girbow (winner)- 67-
4=63, 2 Drew Wales (run-
ner/up) 73-7=66 (bih), 3 Ian
Bremner 72-6=66. Best scratch
Lee Girbow 67. Twos - Lee
Girbow at 16th, Euan Evans
at 16th, Drew Wales at 16th.
Fixtures: Thursday 26 April
- Summer Cup. Saturday 28

up own groups /pairs- also bal-
lot at 5pm). Sunday 29 April
- Hamilton Bowl - 9.30am and
12.30pm.

Whiting Bay Golf Club 
Wednesday 18 April, 29 played
in the second round of the Sum-
mer Trophy. With the (unusual)
lack of rain the course was
playing pretty tricky and the
CSS  rose from 63 to 66. 1
Ronnie Mann (11)63, 2 Grae-
me Crichton (12)65, 3 Kevin
Jackson (11)66 BIH, 4 Ryan
Armstrong (10)66 BIH. Nicol

Auld won scratch with 68 and
there were Magic 2s from Ron-
nie Mann, Jim Meehan, Robin
Young, Danny Head and Allan
MacLeod.

Sunday 22 April, 21 played in
the Gents Sunday Medal, SSS-
63, CSS-63. 1 Graeme Crich-
ton (12)61, 2 Jamie MacPher-
son (5)62, 3 Kevin Jackson
(10)63, 4 Peter Rawlin (18)64.
Jamie MacPherson won scratch
with 67 and there were Mag-
ic 2s by Jack Simmons and
Jamie Stewart.

Fixtures: Sunday 29 April,
Tor Alvey Greensome. One
draw for partners at 10am.
Wednesday 2 May, Summer
Trophy.

Arran Golfers Association
Coming events for 2012.

Wednesday 2 May AGM
at Lamlash Golf Clubhouse
8.30pm.

Friday 4 May, Seniors Bowl at
Shiskine Golf Club.

Friday 11 May and Fri 18 May

Draw: Brodick v Lochranza
(winners play Shiskine), Lam-
lash v Whiting Bay,

Machrie v Corrie.
Sunday 6 May, Guy Spiers

Spring Handicap at Lamlash
Golf Club, names on sheets in
clubhouse noticeboards, draw
will be made at AGM.

Monday 7 May, Junior Handi-
cap from 4pm. This year’s
competition will now take place
at Whiting Bay due to a mix up

years event will swap back to
Lamlash.

Brodick Golf Club
Wednesday 18 April Summer
Cup 43 played CSS 67. 1 G
Hendry (6)63, 2 I Macmillan
(13)64, 3 D Roxburgh (7)65,
Scratch G Hendry 69. Sun-
day 22 April Club Trophy 27
played CSS 64. 1 A Dobson
(8)63, 2 D Robertson (14)63, 3
I Macmillan (13)64. Scratch A
Dobson 71.

Fixtures: Sunday 29 April
Belhaven Medal. Draw Satur-
day 28 April, 12noon. Sunday
6 May, AGA Spring Handicap
at Lamlash.

Machrie Bay Golf Club 
Tuesday 17 April, Hall of
Fame Championship. 1 Camp-
bell Laing 65, 2 David Jef-
frey 69, 3 David Price 70 BIH.
Scratch Hamish Bannatyne 78.

Golf Club in the Regional Final
in September. The money raised
was £250 which goes to Cancer
Research UK.
 Fixtures: Tuesday 1 May, Peter
Sutton/Lady Mary. Saturday 5
May, Hugh Steel Cup O/60 over
9 holes 2pm tee-off.

Corrie Golf Club
Wednesday 18April, 16 played,
CSS 62. 1 JAdams 66-7=59, 2 J
McGovern 67-7=60, 3 S Beard-
sley 67-6=61. Best scratch J
Adams 66.

Saturday 21 April, Satur-
day Medal, 20 played. 1 DK

Henderson 62-6=56, 2 D Price
72-12=60 BL9, 3 C Pattenden
70-10=60 BIH over J McCon-
nachie and HB McKinnon.
There were magic twos from
J McConnachie, A McDonald,
P Bremner, C Pattenden and B
Rooney.

Fixtures: Saturday 28 April,
Grouse qualifying and Leath-
erby Cup (pairs), pick own part-
ner, 8.30am and 1pm. Wednes-
day 2 May, Wednesday Medal.
Saturday 5 May, Summer Cup
at 8.30am and 1pm.

ALGU
It’s Kiscadale time again! The
matches are all being played
in Whiting Bay and after the

-
ing Bay and Shiskine all have
four points and Machrie and
Lamlash both have two points.
There are three more rounds to

28 April at 1pm.
Results: Machrie v Brod-

ick - Brodick won the first
match 5&3 (2 points), Machrie
won the second match 2&1 (2
points).

Lamlash v Whiting Bay -

one up (2 points), Lamlash
won the second match 4&3 (2
points).

Shiskine v Lamlash - Shiskine
won both matches one up and
two up (4 points).

Brodick v Whiting Bay - Brod-

points), Whiting Bay won the
second match (2 points).

That’s it - lets get to the clubhouse!

Congratulations to Aaron &
Nicole on the birth of their
daughter Darci.  First grand-
child for Debbie & Michael,

& Tony.
Love from all the family
xxx

HIRSCHFIELD – PHILIP
Of Strathwhillan House

Brodick, loving husband of
Charlotte and devoted daddy
to Mark, Sam and Jack sadly
passed away on the 19th April
2012, he will be greatly missed
by all who knew him.  The fu-
neral will be held at Dreghorn
crematorium on Monday 30th
April.  If desired donations can
be made in Philips memory to
the British Heart Foundation
or RAF Benevolent fund.

IRWIN - FRANSCINA
Franscina Irwin passed away

peacefully at Arran War Me-
morial hospital on Friday 20th
April 2012.  Franscina, belov-
ed wife of the late Professor
David Irwin, mother to Saskia
and Dickon, Grandmother
to Lucas, Archie and Isabel.  
Funeral service at St Molios
church, Shiskine on Monday
30th April at 11:30am and
thereafter to Clachan cemetery
to which all family and friends
are respectfully invited.  Fam-

MATHS TUTOR with 30 years 
Secondary school teaching 
experience offers tuition 

up to Higher level. 
Tel. Fiona (Lamlash) 

0776 312 8965

Bookings taken now 
for Guitar/Electric & 
Acoustic Lessons and 

Drum Kit Lessons
Phone Gavin on 07880 728865

Venue Whiting Bay Hall

1 MAY 2011
THE MEASURE OF A MAN

Not – how did he die? But – how did he live?
Not – what did he gain? But – what did he give?

There are the units, To measure the worth
Of a man, as a man, Regardless of birth.

Not – What was his station? But – had he a heart?
And how did he play, His God – given part?

Was he ever ready? With a good word of cheer,
To bring back a smile, To banish a tear?

Not – what was his church? Nor – what was his creed?
But – had be befriended Those really in need?

Not – what did the sketch, In the newspaper say
But – how many were sorry, When he passed away?
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Whiting Bay Bowling 
Green to open for season

Jennifer Emsley coming to the finish last Sunday, 
the first ever woman to win the Ormidale 10K race.      
b17orm04

Jennifer is first ever female 
winner of Ormidale 10K
Arran Runners take 2012 team prize
ever female winner of the an
nual Ormidale 10K race.

Last Sunday she won the 
annual 10K Road Race, spon
sored by The Ormidale Hotel 
and ArranShand Business 
Development Services.

And Arran Runners won the 
2012 team prize. 

The weather conditions were 
just about perfect; dry and 
sunny, fairly cool, and hardly 
any wind.

The race received great sup
port from the local commu
nity with members of Brodick 
Improvements Committee 
turning out in force to mar
shal the race, and many other 

All the 28 runners lined up at the start.     b17orm02

First man Ben Tattersfield gets his prize from sponsor 
Tommy Gilmore.     b17orm03

Husband and wife team Gary and Anne Tulloch come to 
the finish together in just over one hour.     b17orm01

Whiting Bay Bowling Club will open for the season at 2pm 
on Saturday 5 May.

This is the last of the island greens to open due to wet weather 
damage and repair work to the green.

Everyone is welcome to come along, old members, new 
members and beginners.

There are bowls available for anyone to use free of charge, 
also sets of children’s in various colours.

petitions throughout the season – watch the Arran Banner for 
dates.

Beginners are welcome to come along to club nights, Mon
day and Wednesday at 7pm, or Saturday afternoon at 2pm. If 
beginners or anyone else would prefer a bit of private tuition 
any day, just ring 700207 or 700358.

All are welcome to come along and enjoy the fresh air, sport 
for fun, and gentle exercise.

The team prize won by Arran Runners and collected by 
Jennifer Emsley, Gordon Allsop and Ben Tattersfield.    
b17orm05

volunteers doing timekeeping, 
manning water stations and 
other essential jobs. 

Neil Gillies provided first 
aid cover, and Arran Run
ners is grateful to them all.
The race also received great 
support from the local run
ning community, with 22 of 
the 28 runners having local 
connections.

race was won by a lady, with 
Jennifer Emsley setting a new 
10K personal best in 36 min
utes and 16 seconds.

All the ladies’ prizes stayed 
on the island with Lorraine 

Other prizewinners were 
Calum Webster from Ayr 

and Passla Gautier in 1.06.18 
won the prizes for locals run
ning the race for the first 
time.

Arran Runners won the team 
prize, with Jennifer and Ben 

joined by Gordon Allsop on 
the rostrum.

The only downside was the 
lack of runners from the main
land. Kilmarnock Harriers had 
moved their traditional Easter 
race to the same day as Arran’s 
10K, and many mainland 
athletes chose to support that 
event instead.

The next race on the Arran 
calendar is the 2012 Scottish 

ing from the Ormidale Pavil

May. Photos by C Hogge
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Frode Andersen, captain 
of the Norwegian Vikings 
team, receives a souve-
nir cask from Faye Black.    
b17nor02

Glen Sloss, far right, with his West Dunbartonshire teammates 
from right to left Chris Grabham from Howwood, Darren Black of 
East Kilbride and Phil Muspratt from Salisbury. 

A talented Arran swimmer picked up an incredible 
three gold medals last weekend when he took part in 
the Scottish National Masters Short Course Cham-
pionships at Scotstoun Leisure Centre in Glasgow.

Glen Sloss from Sannox swam as part of the new-
ly formed select team West Dunbartonshire in the 
25-29 age group.

The 27-year-old who works at Auchrannie Lei-
sure had a fantastic weekend in which he won gold 
in the 400m and 800m freestyle, gold in the 200m 

‘I started racing in masters a year ago and before 
that the only racing I did was at Glasgow Univer-
sity, but that was about seven or eight years ago,’ 
said Glen. 

‘I try to train up to six times a week at the Auchran-
nie pool as well as the occasional gym session.’

Glen said that he also takes part in open water 
swims and is currently in training for the Great 
London Swim at the Royal Victoria Docks on May 
26.

Medals galore for Sannox swimmer Glen 

Northend’s epic victories
over Swiss and Norwegians
Northend Thistle is no longer 
Arran’s Cinderella football 
team.

Last Saturday, the boys in 
purple and green won two in-
ternational matches, against 

scoring 12 goals and con-
ceding just one. Northend, 
once featured on Sky Sports 
television and dubbed the 
worst team in Britain, played 
two friendly matches against 
international whisky con-
noisseurs at the Ewe Camp 

distillery.
In keeping with the name of 

and lambs had to be shep-
herded off the pitch before 
play could commence.

The Swiss team, made up 
of business people associated 
with the small Whisky Shop at 
Neumarkt 27 in Zurich, were 
based in Kintyre for a week’s 
holiday, touring 10 distiller-
ies. They wore a special red 
and white kit and stood to at-
tention as Chris Traill, North-
end captain, arranged for the 

Swiss national anthem to be 
played before kick-off.

Faye Black, manager of the 
distillery Visitor Centre, was 
on hand with whisky-infused 
oranges at half time, and pre-
sented the winners and losers 
with their trophies.

an exciting event. 
‘I believe Northend Thistle 

are such a brave team with a 
Robert the Bruce mentality 
and never give up. They are 
worthy winners of The Arran 
Malt International Football 
Trophy.

‘A huge thank-you to the 
Swiss and late entry Norwe-
gian football teams who were 
admirable opponents; we look 
forward to welcoming you for 
a re-match and dram.’

Chris Traill added: ‘Well, a 
rather good couple of hours 
spent at the Ewe Camp today. 
A fun time had by all in this 
International tournament. 

‘Big thanks to the Distillery 
for a wonderful trophy. After 

-
land there was a 6-1 win over 
Norway. Some excellent per-
formances and goals from the 
younger boys. Thanks to all 
those in the current squad and 
in years gone by who pulled 
on the purple and green. 

‘Clearly our style of play is 
more suited to the European 
stage.’

Northend Thistle and Swiss Whisky sHoppers teams before the first match.   02_b17sws01

Gabriela Rolle showing 
off the special Swiss team 
shirts.     02_b17sws02 Chris Traill with the winners’ trophy.    b17sws04

Faye said: ‘Thank you to 
Chris and Northend Thistle 
for being such welcoming 
hosts and deserving winners. 
Isle of Arran Distillers were 
very proud to sponsor such 

, for more information 

Video of this available online 
ARRANBANNER.CO.UK
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