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Fiona has high praise for rescue help

Lucky escape as cyclist
is airlifted to hospital
A woman who was airlifted 
to hospital after a cycle crash 
this week was later able to 
joke that Arran was the best 
place in the country to have 
an accident.

Fiona Oakes had to be
whisked to hospital by heli-
copter after a serious crash on 
her bike outside Lamlash last 
Wednesday.

She had come across to
Arran with her brother Paul

Fiona back in Claonaig in 
her crutches. 

Fiona gives the thumbs up as she is airlifted to hospital.

Oakes from her parents’ home
in Claonaig on the Lochranza
ferry to cycle round the is-
land.

The 39-year-old said: ‘We’d 
got round as far as Lamlash 
having come round the south
of the island, but I lost con-
trol of my bike on a downhill 
corner where the road surface
was poor. I think the bike

-
ished up lying in the bottom 
of a hedge with ‘damage un-
known’ to both legs!’

The accident happened at 
the bottom of the hill coming 
from Whiting Bay.

Fiona said: ‘Numerous peo-
ple appeared on the scene
and I received expert care
immediately. I was airlifted 
by helicopter to Crosshouse 
Hospital in Kilmarnock and 
Dr Littlewood was even kind 
enough to video my helicop-
ter ascent.

‘In accident and emerency 
they quickly established I had 
done only soft tissue damage,
albeit very deep lacerations

exposing bones in both legs,
but my ligaments, tendons
and bones all remained intact.

‘I was operated on on 
Thursday afternoon to clean 
the wounds and close the one
on my ankle and again on 
Saturday morning after estab-
lishing that the wound on my 
thigh was clean and free from
infection. I was discharged on
Sunday and came home via
Arran and Lindsey’s cheese 
shop for some medicinal 
cheddars.’

Fiona, a civil servant, who
lives in Beverley, East York-
shire, had nothing but praise
for the assistance she re-
ceived following the crash.

She said: ‘From roadside
to discharge at Crosshouse I 

help. I am extremely lucky
that I, quite literally, fell into 
the hands of such kind and 
professional people. I can-
not speak highly enough of 
my roadside rescuers and of 
NHS Ayrshire and Arran. My 
heartfelt thanks to everyone 
involved in my rescue.

‘Some of the names I re-
member immediately assist-
ing me are Neil, Katie and 

George and the paramedic 
crew of Martin and Claire
and once again I extend my 
sincere gratitude to everyone.

‘Sadly I was planning to 

Manchester this weekend for 
Cancer Research UK, which I 

have had to postpone. But for-

health will ensure I can make
a full recovery and therefore
I will achieve my marathon
and my fund raising aim, just 
a little later in the year.’

‘If anyone intends to have

an accident I can recommend 
doing it on Arran! The acci-
dent and emergency care is

think I will stick to nice safe
modes of transport that I am 
more experienced at, like 
running and riding horses.’

a uniquqq e island escape
gift vouchersrr avaa avv ilable

Auchrannie Resort, Brodick
01770 303 303

www.theaspa.co.uk
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8-seater taxis available

Ardrossan Harbour to:

Glasgow Airport
£35.00

Prestwick Airport
£25.00

Return bookings and other 
prices on request.

It pays to advertise in the Banner

Send 
your photos 
and stories to 
editor@arran
banner.co.uk

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/arranbanner

Many things get washed up 
on Kilmory beach over the 
year. But one of the most 
unusual must be the mas-
sive concrete pontoon which
ended up abandoned on the
beach last weekend.

The huge concrete struc-
ture measuring 20ms by 4ms

lodged high up the beach
when The Banner visited the
site on Sunday afternoon.

‘Lost’
It ended a mystery which

began shortly after 9am 
when a tow-boat reported 
that it had ‘lost’ one of the 
two pontoons it was towing
near Campbeltown Loch.

The Marime and Coast-
guard Agency immediately

The row over an unused taxi
rank in Brodick could be 
resolved next month.

A formal application has
been made to revoke the taxi 
stance beside the putting
green at Invercloy.

There was anger earlier this 
year when drivers parking 
in the three designated taxi
spaces were cautioned by 
police.

The island has only one
registered taxi operator, 
George Lammie, but the
latest move will not affect the 
main taxi stance at the ferry 
terminal.

It is the view of Brodick 
improvements committee that 
the number of taxi stances in 
Brodick is in excess of what 
is required and that the rank 
at the small Co-op is ‘surplus 
to requirements’.

But before a decision is
taken all residents are being
given the chance to have their 
say on what should happen
to the stances after North 
Ayrshire council’s licensing
committee agreed to support 
a proposal to revoke them.

A formal consultation with
Mr Lammie is now underway 
and residents are also being 
encouraged to share their 
thoughts on the proposals.

The licensing committee
will then decide whether or 
not to revoke the stances at its

next meeting on 20 May. The

councillor John Bruce as far 
back as last October after he
was approached by residents
who said they had been
effectively dormant for years.

Andrew Fraser, head of 
service for North Ayrshire
Council’s Democratic 
Services, said: ‘The location 
of taxi stances on Arran is 
an important issue for many
residents and it is therefore 
important that as many people
as possible ensure they have
their voices heard on the 
matter before the licensing 
committee makes its decision
next month.’

Anyone wishing to
comment on the proposal 
should write to Licensing 
Services, Legal Services, 
North Ayrshire Council,
Cunninghame House, Irvine, 
KA12 8EE. All submissions 
must be received by May 18.

One of our concrete 
pontoons is missing!

The recovery vessel waits off shore for the tide. 20_b16pont02

The giant structure with its tow chains still attached sits on Kilmory beach. 20_b16pont01

put out a warning to shipping 
in the area and requesting any
sightings to be reported.

Drifting
The concrete structure obvi-

ously made its way across the
Kilbrannan Sound unaided 
and HM Coastguard on Arran 
was called out after reports it 
had been seen drifting near 
the south end of the island,

ashore at Kilmory.
The MCA informed the 

owner who later mounted 
a salvage operation and re-

continued its passage to its
unknown destination.

Bid to remove
unused Brodick 
taxi rank
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ARDROSSAN 
HARBOUR
TO YOUR DESTINATION

Mainland Taxis
07921 998457
01294 463556
Glasgow City Centre £42

Glasgow Airport £35

Prestwick Airport £25

Irvine Central Hospital £14

Crosshouse Hospital £20

Ayr Hospital £32

Troon Harbour £22

Kilmarnock £23

Ayr £28
For other quotes just ask!
Friendly Reliable Service
www.mainland-taxis.co.uk
7 SEATER WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE VEHICLE
AVAILABLE

General Election

HUSTINGS
29th April 2015

Brodick Hall, 7.30 pm

Banner for    
the blind 
readers sought
A service which brings the
joy of The Banner to those 
with sight loss is urgently 
looking for help.

The Arran Sound group, 
which has been going for 
around 17 years, is looking
for new readers to dictate
The Banner on to tape for the
blind and partially sighted.

The tapes are sent to Mon-
trose House, Cooriedoon 
and the Arran War Memorial
Hospital as well as to indi-
viduals on the island and the 
mainland.

The charity is presently
being run by chairwoman
Jean Peacock and secretary 
Elinor Kinnard who have
been involved for nearly 
eight years.

Elinor said: ‘If we had a big
enough group it would only
involve someone reading The 
Banner to tape in their own 
home about once a month.’

The only work involved is 
getting the tape processed at 

‘We are also looking for 
anyone with technical skills 
who could help us with the 
copying,’ Jean added.

Anyone who can help 
should contact Elinor on 
860310.

Rural design 
talk held
Alan Dickson of Skye-based 
Rural Design Architects will 
be the guest speaker at a 
meeting of Arran Civic Trust 
on Tuesday 21 April.

The talk and powerpoint 
presentation will be held in 
Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 
at 7.30pm. The meeting is 
open to everyone and Mr 
Dickson’s talk will focus on
‘progressive but sensitive’ 
design in a rural setting.

Residents on Arran had a 
grandstand view of the mas-
sive military exercise under-
way in the Firth of Clyde at 
the weekend.

Exercise Joint Warrior, the
bi-annual military exercise 
involving the Royal Navy, 
British Army and Royal Air-
force, began on Saturday and 
is taking place across various 
UK locations. 

Running until next Friday 
it features a total of 55 war 
ships and submarines, 70 air-
craft and around 13,000 per-
sonnel from 13 participating 
countries.

There has already been

activity off the west coast 
of Scotland, including am-
phibious landings and many
ship manoeuvres have been
watched through binoculars 
and telescopes from Arran.

The NATO exercise is de-
signed to improve joint oper-
ations between the participat-
ing countries Armed Forces.

Ships, submarines, aircraft 
and ground troops from the 
US, Netherlands, France, 
Denmark, Norway, Spain, 

guim, Poland, Estonia and 

Joint Warrior provides a 
complex environment in 

Arran gets grandstand
view of massive military
operation

which UK, NATO and allied 
units can go through training
together in tactics and skills
for use in a combined joint 
task force.

The exercise runs through a
range of scenarios, including

that could be realistically en-
countered in operations - dis-
puted territory, terrorist activ-
ity, piracy and more. 

The massive multi-national 
exercise delivers specialist 
maritime training, bringing 
together the theatres of air, 
surface, underwater and am-
phibious forces.

‘This exercise is a unique
opportunity for us to work 
with our allied shipmates. For 
most US sailors, our training 

with other US Navy ships. 
Multi-national exercises like
this help our sailors learn 
how to co-operate and excel
with other navies in a chal-
lenging and multidimension-

tenant Commander Matthew
Hamm, USS Vicksburg’s op-

The Mountaineering Coun-
cil of Scotland has warned 
hikers there may be dis-
ruption to GPS and advises
everyone carries a map and 
compass as well. 

Arran Visual Arts held anoth-
er successful Easter exhibi-
tion at Arran high school last 
week.

Nearly 400 visitors poured 
through the doors during the 
six days of the exhibition 
which featured paintings and 

craft works of artists from 
across the island, as our pic-
ture shows.

Visitors are invited to vote 
for their favourite piece and 
this year’s winner of the peo-
ple’s choice was Patsy Keen.
20_b16art01

Easter exhibition

Sat 11tH april  - live music 
FROM 9pm with

 

scott Macdonald

DELICIOUS HOME BAKING, NIBBLES, MEALS
SHARING PLATTERS, SUNDAY ROASTS

WINE, WHISKIES & COCKTAILS
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It pays to advertise in the Arran Banner 

��

JOHN DIVINE
FURNITURE REPAIR & RESTORATION

Antique & Modern
FRENCH POLISHING

UPHOLSTERY
Blackwaterfoot – Isle Of Arran

Tel: 01770 860878  Mob: 07733 738127

Five in fight for seat

At the hustings . . . At the hustings . . . At the hustings . . .

Small business and local jobs
call from Conservatives

Scaremongering

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/arranbanner
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Raffle winners Stuart Turner and Robbie
Roscoe.

FeisArrain to 
return in July
FèisArainn will be back this
summer from Tuesday to Fri-
day, 28-31 July.

It will take place in Arran 
High School from 10am to 

usual with the concert on Fri-
day afternoon. There will be 
workshops in Gaelic singing, 
Gaelic drama and Celtic art 
as well as seven different tra-
ditional instruments - accor-
dion, clarsach (harp), drums, 

-
er for beginners) and whistle. 

Registration forms will
be distributed through the 
schools after the Easter hol-
iday but if anyone has any 
questions before that please
call Aileen on 700209. As be-
fore, transport will be provid-
ed, as far as possible, to and 
from the high school for an-
yone living outwith Lamlash 
who requires it.

It is hoped many of last 
year’s participants will at-
tened as well as lots of new-
comers (age 8 by July).

Some of the Vane Women collective members will be performing on Arran. 

Three of the island’s sever-
al resident poets have been 
forming links with other po-
ets across the country and 
have been performing as far 

-
don. Now David Underdown, 
Cicely Gill and Tim Pomeroy
are organising a new reading
on the island on Saturday 25 
April to which poetry lovers 
across Arran are warmly in-
vited to attend a show that 
will be both busy and varied.

Vane Women, ‘a writing, 
performing and publishing 
collective’, formed in 1991 
and named after the late Dar-

lington Arts Centre in Vane
Terrace, are sending six of 
their members to read. Lind-
say Balderson, Diane Cock-
burn, Jackie Litherland, Mar-
ilyn Longstaff, Pat Maycroft 
and Annie Wright represent 
a very respected group of 
working and publishing poets
in the north of England.

memory to polemic, through 
relationships, mysticism, life
and death, (as one would ex-
pect) and further on through
cricket, sense and sexuality.

There will be something for 
everyone. 

The reading will be held 
in the Ormidale Glasshouse 
starting at 7.30pm, although 
organisers encourage early 
arrival to get drinks in and 
seats settled.

The local poets will read in

of Arran’s little known aca-
pela singing ensembles, will 
round off the half with some 
songs. The second half will 
be totally devoted to the vis-
iting poets.

Admission is free. For more
information contact David on 
810640 or vist: www.arran-
poetry.co.uk

Darlington poets to
entertain in Brodick

Festival ceilidh
proves a success
The Arran Mountain Festi-
val started its programme of 
activities with a successful
annual Easter ceilidh last Sat-
urday.

The evening saw a live-
ly mix of locals and visitors 
dance the night away, with 
music from the hugely talent-
ed Arranach Ceilidh Band.  

This year the egg decorat-
ing competition was won 
by Rowan Roscoe with her 
highly glittery creation, and 

-
bie Roscoe and Stuart Turner, 
each winning an impressive
chocolate egg kindly donated 
by James’ Chocolate. 

The organisers wish to say
many thanks also to the dis-
tillery for the whisky contri-
bution, and to the Co-op for 
donating the prizes to the
lucky dip game.

The haggis, both meat and 
vegetarian, were a great hit, 
so a big thank you to Sherie
Walker and her team of will-
ing peelers and mashers. And 
thanks to everyone for setting 
up and a very swift clearing 
up session, and to the com-
mittee, and partners, for all 
their organising help.

Monies raised from the
evening, held in Brodick 
Church Hall, will help fund 

the Arran Mountain Festival
which is managed and organ-
ised by a team of volunteers,

and experienced walk leaders 
give their time and expertise
for nothing. 

The festival has steadily 
grown from year to year since
its beginning in 2007, and has

the map as one of the best 
hillwalking destinations in
the UK.

For all details about this 
year’s Arran Mountain Festi-
val, to be held from 15 to 18
May, please see: www.arran-
mountainfestival.co.uk

Rowan Roscoe won the egg decorating
competition.

JOHN
ROBERTSON 
& SONS

Blackwaterfoot, Isle of Arran KA27 8EZ
Telephone/Fax: 01770 860243

Mob: 07799640214
Email: john.robertson2@btconnect.com

Joiners, Glaziers & Building Contractors

Summer 2015

SERVICED 
PLOTS 

AVAILABLE
From Planning
to Completion

Joiners Ltd
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THE 
ISLAND’S 

FOUR STAR 
FAMILY 

DAY OUT

Rosaburn, Brodick, Open Daily 10.30am to 4.30pm
Learn about the island’s Social History, Archaeology, The Arran 

Clearances, Farming, Geology and Lots More.
Visit the 19th Century Cottage,

1940’s Schoolroom, and Blacksmith’s Forge.
Archives and Genealogy researchers welcomed

(on Wednesdays only from 10.30am to 12.30pm and 1.30pm to 3.30pm. or by appointment.)

Children’s Quiz and Playhouse 

Market report
United Auctions had for-
ward 126 cast cows and 
bulls and 1950 store cattle 
at its recent Stirling sale.
Hawthorne (Charx blk)

(Charx blk) £1010, 274p;
Hawthorn (LimX blk) £900;
Balgowan (LimX) £830,
273p; Glenkiln (AA) £880,
226p; Hawthorne (CharX

(LimX) £730, 240p; Bal-
gowan (Lim) £720, 235p.
Balgowan (Cast Cow) £625, 
110p.

New book on
Clyde steamers
during the war

It is hard to believe that it was
just one year ago Eco Savvy

pearance on Arran. The Eco 
Savvy Community shop burst 
into life on Saturday 19 April 
and from that day the project 
has gone from strength to
strength. 

Volunteers are at the very
heart of Eco Savvy, isalnders
will have met many in the
shop on a daily basis but  it 
may not be known that during
the past 12 months they have 

birthday and looks forward
to second successful year

also found themselves play-
ing major roles in Eco Savvy
events.

Not all volunteers work in 
the community shop, many
of have found themselves 
involved with activities like
the grand auctions, skills
sharing workshops, the high-
land games and even a pop
up clothes shop. Who could 
forget the fantastic fashion
show with all those brilliant 
models?  It really has been an
amazing year.

The community shop has re-
homed thousands of all sorts

Eco Savvy would like to thank 
you for your support and invite 
you to pop into the shop on Sat-
urday and join Eco for non alco-
holic bubbles and cake!

of donated items, sold hun-
dreds of unwanted goods and 
most importantly goods made
from items which could have

been  up–cycled and sold 
through the shop.

Community garden
Eco Savvy held several 

forum meetings and results
from these move the project 
to its next new and exciting
phase of developing a com-
munity garden at the commu-
nity land initiative in Whiting
Bay.

Planning the garden begins
with Eco Savvy  hosting a
free two-day introduction
to permaculture course with
Lusi Alderslowe. She will 
help the community plan and 
design the many possibilities 

Permaculture offers ways 
of working with nature, re-
specting sustainability and 
the needs of all elements in-
volved, human and natural.

To be held at and near the 

day 23-24 April, from 9am to 
4pm each day. The Whiting
Bay Golf Course clubhouse,
close by, will be visited for 
lunch and used in case of 
poor weather. 

There are limited spaces so 
if anyone interested, should 
book as soon as possible, by 
emailing Sue Weaver at sue-
mweaver@yahoo.co.uk or 
phoning her on 820615

To mark the 70th anniversary
of the end of the Second World 
War, the Clyde River Steamer 
Club (CRSC) has produced a
special, limited edition publi-
cation to commemorate the part 
played by the Clyde steamers

this fascinating period is told in
a single volume.

The paddle steamers which 
carried commuters and tour-
ists to the islands, resorts and 

Clyde in peacetime summers
found themselves undertak-
ing very different duties, far 
from home, under the White 
Ensign. Their turbine steamer 
consorts served as troopships
and tenders, while some ships
remained at home to maintain
the essential ferry services to
the islands.

The stories of these ships are 
told with the aid of eye-witness
accounts from the men who 
served aboard and illustrated 
with 50 evocative photographs.
The publication is produced in
the ‘bookazine’ house style of 
the CRSC’s respected annual
Clyde Steamers. 

An unusual aspect to this 
publication is that the author, 
Peter G Herriot, died many
years ago. The story has been
completed by his friends from

The cover of the new book. 

material and correspondence.
Steamers at War is now available to order online via

the CRSC website: www.crsc.org price only £11.95
(UK postage included).

Mary’s 
Barber Shop 

Whiting Bay
HAIRCUTS FROM £5

NO APPOINTMENTS NECESSARY
unless required, call: 700546

Opening Hours:
All day Thursday: 10am - 5pm

All day Friday: 10am - 7pm (late night)
All day Saturday: 10am - 5pm

Children welcome
Please call 700546 for any directions

TALK and POWERPOINT
PRESENTATION

Open to all on Tuesday 21st April, 7.30pm in
Ormidale Pavilion

by Alan Dickson of RURAL DESIGN 
ARCHITECTS

based on the Isle of Skye
‘Progressive but sensitive’ design in a rural setting

Arran Civic Trust
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All welcome at Faith Mission
Week at Sannox Centre

The Arran Coastal Way pro-
ject is undertaking some of 
the excellent path improve-
ments around the island’s 
coastline.

Now the Arran Access Trust 
and Coastal Way team are 
excited to start handing over 
some ownership of the paths 
to the local communities
themselves.

To this end they are starting
a series of volunteer days this
spring and summer to help 

The Sannox Christian Centre
is welcoming the Faith Mis-
sion back to its roots later this
month.

For Faith Mission Week the
team will erect a marquee

Church and various activi-
ties will be taking place from
Sunday 26 April until Sunday 
3 May

There will be music through 
the week by the Sannox Wor-
ship Group and guest singers

Peter and Helen Stobart of  
Stobart Transport and Farm-
ing.

Since the founder of the
Faith Mission, John George 

God whilst on holiday at 
Corrie on Arran, men and 
women of the Faith Mission
have dedicated themselves
to the service of folk all over 
Scotland carrying the gospel 
message into the villages and 
countryside of its native land.

The Sannox Church and 
marquee will be open to visi-
tors from 3pm for tea and cof-ff
fee. Evening meetings with
the Faith Mission will be held 
on Sundays and Monday to
Friday at 7.30pm.

Sannox open day will be
held on Saturday 2 May from

11am and will include crea-
tive art, guided walks, mas-
sage, music and prayer. It will
be followed by the Sannox 
open evening from 7.30pm
with a traditional ceilidh: sto-
ries, songs, poems and music
along with light refreshments.

There is free entry and car 
parking to all events.

Sannox Christian Centre be-
gan in 2012, based on the site
of the former Congregational 
Church and with gifts from 
folk from far and wide, plus 

the work of volunteers, is 
gradually being restored.

The centre works alongside
the churches on Arran and is 
a Christ centered place of rest 
and restoration.

Volunteers sought to help 
look after coastal footpaths

The new path takes shape on the north end
Fairy Dell walk. 

teach people how they can 
look after footpaths in their 
area.

Project co-ordinator Ra-
chel Sedman said: ‘Whether 
you want to know what you
can do to deal with that an-
noying muddy patch on your 
regular dog walk or the best 
way to beat the encroaching 
ferns and brambles, we hope 
to inspire people to get stuck 
in and make the best of their 
local footpaths.

‘Arran Access Trust has 
also arranged for SRUC
(Scotland’s Rural College)
to come and deliver certif-ff
icated training courses on
Arran and are planning one
for brushcutter operation in 
May.

‘We can offer a limited 
amount of places on this 
course free of charge for vol-
unteers willing to give up a
couple of days a year to help
clear overgrown paths, using

the equipment and brush-
cutter owned by the Access
Trust.’

will take place in the Black-
waterfoot area on Thursday 
23 April and Saturday 25 
April.

For more details on getting
involved, contact Rachel on
303926 or email: arran@

them on Facebook or Twit-
ter(ArranCoastalWay).

Work goes on to clear the Brodick to Lamlash coastal 
path. Work underway at Fairy Dell.

Guest singers Peter and 
Helen Stobart. 

LAMLASH BOWLING CLUB

OPENING DAY
SATURDAY 2 MAY 2015 at 2pm

Raffle

All Welcome

ISLE OF ARRAN MUSIC SOCIETY
A colourful musical journey through different Latin American countries

RICARDO CURBELO: 
RHYTHMS FROM LATIN AMERICA

THURSDAY 30TH APRIL, 7.30 PM IN BRODICK HALL
TICKETS £10 INCL. TEA/COFFEE 

(STUDENTS & CHILDREN PLUS ONE ACCOMPANYING ADULT FREE)
Tickets on door, or advance booking: 
Inspirations of Arran &  www.arranevents.com



press policy

your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200
words in length for publication on this page. The 
editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses 
must be supplied, including on e-mails, to indicate
good faith. A daytime telephone number is also
required for verification. Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact telephone number will not 
be printed. Please write or fax to: Letters Page, The 
Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran.
E-mail editor@arranbanner.co.uk

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Arran
Deliveries
Glasgow Depot
Arran Deliveries
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow G14 OHB

Arran Deliveries
The Parcel Point
Harbour Road,
Ardrossan
North Ayrshire 
KA22 8BZ

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
Daily collection throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and surrounding districts

Tel: 01475 676 255
Fax: 01294 469 492

Open Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm
Accepting goods destined 
for the island

We deliver the goods
not  ex cuses 
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WE AT the Arran Banner endeavour to ensure that all our reports T
are fair and accurate and comply with the Editors’ Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). We 
realise, however, that mistakes happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a significant mistake and you wish
to discuss this with us, please let us know as soon as possible by 
any of the three methods: emailing editor@arranbanner.co.uk;
telephoning the senior reporter on 01770 302142 or write to the
Editor at Wyvex Media, Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, Oban, 
PA34 4HB.

We will attempt to resolve your issue in a timeous, reasonable and
amicable manner. However, if you are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will investigate the matter. You can 
either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent body which deals with complaints
from the public about the editorial content of newspapers and 
magazines. We will abide by the decision of IPSO.

‘There is nothing in a creation that can separate us from the 
love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.’ (Romans
8: 39)

Grand talk won’t 
solve concerns
Sir,
I sit writing this letter on an-
other day of ferry disruptions 
and missed hospital treat-
ments.

I note in the Banner arti-
cle of 28 March we are to
become a world class island 
(whatever that means), start-
ing with ferry terminal re-de-

tragic about all of this grand 
talk is that CalMac can spend 
as many millions as it likes
at this end of the route, but 
while the other end remains
unchanged there will be no
improvement in reliability
whatsoever. For six months
of the year travelling back 
and forth is, and will continue
to be, a bit of a lottery.

Also, would a world class 
island consign foot passen-
gers, complete with families,
prams, pets, luggage etc. to
having to use staircases and 
a lift in a terminal primarily 
designed for ease of vehicle
movement? Quite apart from
the inconvenience there is 
a real safety issue involved 
with large numbers of people
descending stairs. Also there
are those who do not care to

be a maintenance service im-
mediately available should 
the lift break down?

While on the subject of the
re-vamped terminal it seems 

enter the area by a new road 
to be built beside the old har-
bour will cause backups ex-
tending on to the main road,
resulting in blocking vehicles
going south or attempting to
get into the new parking area.

Again, talking world class,
are rail connections that ar-
rive in Ardrossan more than
one hour before ferry depar-
ture  time really in that cate-
gory?

I am sure an Arran Econom-
ic Group getting together to 
discuss all of this can be a 
positive step but only if they 

what the travelling Arran res-
idents expect and to provide
just that. In their zeal to have 
vast numbers driving around 
Arran’s inadequate roads this
group should also realise that 

the residents of Arran have
rights too -  such as being able
to take vehicles off and on the
island for business, emergen-
cies, etc without having to
book weeks in advance.

I do not suppose any of the
above will move any moun-
tains but at least I have said 
what I think about these mat-
ters which I feel are of real
concern to Arran residents.

Yours,
Alistair Glen 
Brodick

Lack of facilities
Sir,
I am writing once more to
complain at the shoddy way

of visitors to the island. 
The reduction of fares to

bring more visitors to the 
island has shown a weak-
ness in the lack of eateries
around Brodick, never mind 
anywhere else on the island, 

new visitors.
After hours of journeying to 

time, they found  they should 
have had a meal on the fer-
ry as places in Brodick were
closed such as Macs Bar and 
Bilslands leaving only the
Douglas, Janie’s Cafe, Fid-
dlers and the Ormidale which 
were bulging at the seams.

For the traveller not know-
ing the island, I’m sure most 
were expecting Brodick, the 
major town, to be able to sup-
port the extra demand. On my 
return on a very overcrowd-
ed boat and running over an 
hour late (mist), missing the 
train connection by three 
minutes at most, then having
to walk to Ardrossan Town to 
meet the next train, many of 
the new and hungry and tired 
day trippers I spoke with said 
they would not be back, being
very disappointed with the
lack of facilities

Why, I ask, was there no
stalls set out along the front 
to welcome new and old vis-
itors, promoting the produce
of the island? Come on Ar-
ran - do you want a healthy 
island or not?  If you do, you 
must work for it. You had 
the chance at Easter and you
failed the public on a massive
scale. If you want golf cours-
es full and eateries full you 

must try a little harder with
providing an all-round better 
service. People have money
to spend elsewhere, you are
always patting yourselves on 
the back for promoting most 
things on the island please 
‘wake up and smell the cof-
fee’ and look after your new 
visitors.

Yours,
Alex Kay
Graham Square
Glasgow

More buses call
Sir,
I have just sat and watched 
(via AIS) our good old MV 
Isle of Arran berthing at Ar-
drossan, not on the Irish berth 
as one would expect with 20
days to go before her sched-
uled entry into service on the
Arran run. So, what’s hap-
pening? 

Have the ‘high heedyins’ at 
CalMac seen the error of their 
ways after the debacle of the
last two weekends with I ex-
pect near capacity sailings of 
both vehicle and passengers,
and decided to bring her on
early? As this is read, that 
question will have been an-
swered.

Right well, switching from
ferry to bus - by now every-
one will be aware as to just 
how inadequate the super 
new buses are for this island.

I’ll say no more on that sub-
ject after my last letter. What 
I ask now is, with RET and 
the ferry running at near ca-
pacity has SPT also seen the
error of its ways and deemed 
it necessary to give the island 
a bus service to suit everyone,
visitor and resident alike - a
bus from all ends of the island 
to meet every sailing. Crowds
of people getting off the boat, 
most unable to get on the bus-
es because 50 per cent of the
seating space is taken up with
shopping and luggage are left 
to wander up and down, or 
should I say promenade, the
Brodick sea front with a scat-
ter of bored little ones.

Brodick and maybe Lam-
lash and Whiting Bay too,
are full to to the gills, so let’s
share the visitors with the rest 
of the island.

I know Lochranza and Cat-
acol have been nearly dead 
during the day. I can’t com-

ment on the south end but I’ll
put money on the fact they’re 
in the same state, and no, I
haven’t forgotten Corrie and 
Sannox, at least they’re on

once-a-year cyclists to expe-
rience their facilities.

Oh dear, I nearly forgot 
Shiskine and Blackwaterfoot,
at least you’ve got a better 
bus service than the north and 
south ends of the island.

Yours,
John Lawson
Catacol

Coffee at its best
Sir,
Due to a wee touch of throat 
surgery (caused by the cig-
gies if there are any high 
school pupils reading) I am 
unable to eat in the normal 
way: no solids etc and one of 
the few things I can get down 
my throat - apart from air - is
the occasional cup of coffee.

With the heightened taste
buds, due to the lack of fags,
I feel I’ve become a bit of a 
connoisseur (expert, if the 
pupils are still with me).
From Barcelona to Milan to 
Paris I’ve sipped the best. 

I am in no way suggesting
that there are not dozens of 
excellent coffees on Arran,
and I certainly haven’t tasted 
them all, but I recently did 
have occasion to visit Little 
Rock and by golly that is one
of the best cups ever. Don’t 
know where the beans are 
sourced but the taste is fand-
abbydosy.

While complimenting local
businesses, can I mention that 
my wife gave me a massage
for my birthday, fortunately 
she had paid someone else to
do it. Whether it’s relaxation
or muscle repair Kay is pure
dead brilliant. Can’t remem-
ber her surname but it did re-
mind me of the wizard in The 
Hobbit. Not asking a young 
lady her second name - old 
habits die hard.

Yours,
Marc A Head
Whiting Bay

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbanner

Kind and professional care
How gratifying it must be for the emergency services on 
the island to be given such high praise in this week’s front 
page story.

Cyclist Fiona Oakes had nothing but positive things to
say about all the help and care she received after a serious 
crash last week, which led to her being airlifted to hospital.

And not just the emergency services but also the people 
who rushed to her aid when she somersaulted off her bike
outside Lamlash.

In her  praise she said she literally ‘fell into the hands of 
such kind and professional people’.

And she went so far as to say, jokingly, that Arran was the
best place in the country to have an accident.

All this is worthy of note because too often the emergen-
cy services and the care extended by our national health
service is simply taken for granted.

The future of the health service is one of the central issues 
of the general election campaign and voters have to decide
in whose hands they feel it is safest. That is a matter for 
them, but it is one which should be carefully considered.

The crash also brings into focus the fact that the cycle 
season is now underway on Arran.

The RET fares are bound to bring more cyclists - just as it 
is already bringing more cars and foot passengers.

But more cars mean busier roads, making cycling more 
hazardous.

Last year local police took action on cycling groups com-
ing off the ferry by breaking them up into manageable
numbers and we know plans are being prepared for new 
advice on cycling on the island.

That will be welcome, because for every grateful cyclist 
like Fiona, there are too many who come to the island and 
think they own the road.

But let’s be positive. There is room on the island for 
everyone, it just takes a bit of courtesy and consideration,
then everyone can enjoy the island we call home.

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/arranbanner
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David in training for the 
double in his Cancer 
Support Scotland vest.

Two Arran organisations who 
will be taking part in the Vis-
itScotland expo – the coun-
try’s biggest travel trade event 
- are gearing up to make the
most of this major opportuni-
ty to promote their products 
and services both nationally
and internationally.

VisitArran and Auchrannie
Resort will join the Ayrshire
and Arran Tourism Team, 
Ayrshire Golf Scotland and 
others which will all be ex-
hibiting at a shared stand at 
the prestigious industry event 
at Aberdeen’s AECC next 
week. They will be joining 
tourism-related businesses 
from all over Scotland which
will be showcasing the very 
best the country has to offer 
- including food and drink,
accommodation, entertain-
ment, culture, scenery and 
attractions at the show being 
held on Wednesday 22 April
and Thursday 23 April.

More than 200 companies
and organisations with a 
Scottish tourism product to
promote will be taking part 
in expo and, compared to last 
year’s event at the Glasgow 
SECC, there will be an in-
crease in new exhibitors of at 
least 33 per cent. 

The Scottish exhibitors will
be marketing the country 

to almost 380 international 
buyers and more than 200 
hand-picked UK-based buy-
ers, including tour operators,
wholesalers, travel agents
and travel media.  The expo 
provides an invaluable op-
portunity for tourism-related 
businesses to meet face-to 
face with tour operators from
across the globe, make new
contacts, negotiate new deals
and learn new ways of doing
business.  

Last year’s expo generated 
more than 6,700 buyers’ ap-
pointments for exhibitors and 
more than £24 million worth 
of business is expected to be 
conducted over the two days 
of this year’s event at the
AECC.

Companies from all over 
Scotland are also hoping to
capitalise on interest from
tour operators and travel
agents from new and emerg-
ing markets - such as Russia
and India.

Annique Armstrong, re-
gional director of VisitScot-
land, said: ‘I am delighted 
that so many businesses from
Ayrshire and Arran will be
attending the VisitScotland 
expo this year to showcase 
just some of the exceptional
visitor experiences that the 
area has to offer’.

Arran businesses get 
ready for Scotland’s 
biggest trade event 

Double marathon 
challenge in
memory of fiancee

An Arran man is taking on a 
double marathon challenge in 

David Allsop will be run-
ning for charity and has cho-
sen to do both the London
marathon next Sunday fol-
lowed by the Edinburgh mar-
athon on 31 May.

This year he will be raising
money for Cancer Support 

Deborah Hanlon died from
breast cancer two and a half 
years ago.

David, told The Banner:
‘This will be my third con-
secutive year running the 
marathon in memory of 
Deborah who lost her life to 
breast cancer in November 
2012 at the age of 36. Debs
was a unique girl with a glit-
tery personality, full of fun
and devoted to her beloved 
family. I was one of the lucky
ones to have met her and for 
four years we gave it our all.
So many fun times, so many
treasured memories. She was
my everything. I miss her ter-
ribly.

‘This year I have set myself 
to a new challenge of not just 
the Edinburgh but the Lon-
don Marathon too. I have
chosen Cancer Support Scot-
land as I have have had my
own personal experience of 
using their services since los-
ing Debs. They have provid-

David with his late fi ancee Deborah. 

ed me with one to one coun-
selling which has helped me 
with the grieving and learn to 
cope better. 

‘My Deborah was one of the
unlucky ones, at 36 her life
ended. One of the last things
she told me was ‘at least I 
will die with no wrinkles!’

‘That was Debs in a nut 
shell. Not just brave, but her 
ability to smile and make a 

laugh, even in her darkest 
hour. My beautiful girl may 
be gone from this life but 
when I’m out there running,
she’s with me every step of 
the way.’

David was born on Arran 
and grew up in Sannox. He
went to Arran High School
and lived on the island for 
21 years. He still comes back
quite frequently to visit his

mum Audrey and brother 
Gordon. He has also worked 
on Arran, most recently on the
footpaths in the hills and some
forestry work. Although he
now lives in Kilsyth near 
Glasgow he is still a mem-
ber of the Arran Runners
and enters the Goat Fell and 
Arran half marathon most
years.

He met Deborah, who was
from from Moodiesburn, in 
January 2009 and they got 
engaged in July 2012. Sadly
Deborah passed away in No-
vember 2012 from secondary 
breast cancer.

David added: ‘As like all
charities, Cancer Support 
Scotland can only provide 
their services with the gener-
osity of the public. I can guar-
antee your donation will go
straight to the heart of what 
matters, and that is allow-
ing Cancer Support Scotland 
to continue helping those
people whose live’s can be 
in turmoil through the effects 
of cancer.’ Donations can be
made online at www.justgiv-
ing.com/David-Allsop-for-
Debs, or phone 07525 205739

This week at the Castle……
EVERY TUESDAY                   
10am – 1pm
HEALTHY OUTDOORS TEAM 
Help the Rangers with their practical conservation work.
Outdoor Clothing and stout footwear essential.
Work gloves tea/coffee & biscuits provided.
FREE. No need to book. Meet at the Ranger Centre.

2pm – 3pm
HEALTHY OUTDOORS TEAM 
Experience our horticultural highlights!
Outdoor Clothing and stout footwear essentialk.
FREE.  (donations appreciated) Meet at Reception Centre

15th  - 24th MAY 
WOOLLEN WOODS COMMUNITY ARTS PROJECT  
Join the biggest art project on the Island this year 
& Knit Nature! 
For more information contact the Castle or visit
www. voluntaryartsweek.org/arran-woollen-woods/.

For more information contact 
the Castle 01770 302202 

or the Rangers 01770 302462
brodickcastle@nts.org.uk

FORTHCOMING SALES
An invitation to consign

APPOINTMENTS 
AND ENQUIRIES
0141 223 8866
glasgow@bonhams.com

Bonhams
176 St. Vincent Street
Glasgow
G2 5SG

Our specialists will be travelling in 
your area the weeks commencing 

free valuations with a view to 
selling in our forthcoming auctions. 
Items of interest include jewellery, 
silver, paintings, books, furniture, 
works of art, clocks, rugs, 
ceramics, glass, whisky, arms and 
armour and Asian and sporting art.

JOHN MACLAUCHLAN 
MILNE RSA 
(BRITISH, 1886-1957) 
Iona
Sold for £52,871

bonhams.com/glasgow

Prices shown include buyer’s premium. Details can be found at bonhams.com
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krisp print

Main Street/Longrow South, 
Campbeltown PA28 6AE
Tel: 01586 554975
www.krispprint.co.uk
email: staff@krispprint.co.uk

Most extensive ranges 

in Argyll to suit every 

budget. Budget Kitchens & 

Bathrooms, Everyday Family 

kitchens and now Exclusive 

Schreiber Kitchens. 

Kitchens, bathrooms, bedrooms and furniture 

Contact Carol or Donald for your free

Home Consultation 01631 572035.

We will price

match and better by

10% 

any comparable written 

quotation on any of

our showroom 

ranges. 

Why buy local?

Buying local means you know exactly where your food comes from.

Buying local produce supports local farms and local jobs.

Buying local reduces food miles.

Locally produced food is available in the shops whatever the weather!

Arran Dairies is a small family fi rm and we’ve been 

pasteurising and bottling milk and cream for over 30 

years at our dairy in Brodick.

We use only milk produced locally at Arran’s three 

remaining dairy farms, where happy cows are sent out 

to graze on our island’s rich and lush pastures.

We like to keep our milk as natural as possible; nothing 

added, nothing taken away.

This is why we have decided to sell unhomogenised milk.

With locally produced Arran milk you will notice that 

the cream fl oats to the top just like it used to.

It’s possibly not what you’re used to but all you have to 

do is give it a shake!

Homogenisation breaks up the fat particles in the 

cream so that they are dispersed throughout the m

Doing this makes the milk taste milder and can ma

it last for slightly longer but crucially it means the 

absorbed much more easily into the body and he

isn’t good for you.

Also, unlike highly processed milk, the fat conten

in Arran milk is not standardised to 3.5%, but var

according to the season, ranging from 3.9% in th

winter to 4.3% in the summer.

So when the generation who were brough

unhomogenised milk say that it tastes bet

modern milk, they are not just being sen

Shopping habits have changed and with fewer and fewer village shops 

on Arran, many of us want our milk to last longer.

Here are a few hints to make sure your local milk tastes great:es great:

• Once you’ve bought your milk, put it in the fridge ass soon as you can.

• Keep time out of the fridge to a minimum and reducce 

exposure to light. Excessive exposure to direct 

sunlight and artifi cial light can cause an oxidised 

(tainted) fl avour in milk.

• Check your fridge from time to time to make sure 

it is running at 4ºC or less and be aware that your 

fridge door compartment can be up to 2ºC warmer tthan 

the shelves.

• Store all dairy products, including milk, away from sttrong 

smelling foods. Dairy products can absorb aromas.

• One opened, consume the mil

Best Before Date – whichever i

• Ask about our Doorstep Deliveries if you live in the

of the island. 

SX
Campbeltown Road, Tarbert PA29 6S

Tel: 01880 821 554
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Come to 

School such a success th

So good

First classroo
school which
an inspiratio

The children with their new shoes donated by Alison Bilsland.

The nursery children play outside the new classroom. Maurice with the teachers and pu

Children in the bright and airy new classroom.

The new classroom is the fi rst completed part of the new compound.
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here is now a waiting list
when children are seven. They
are all proud of their school
badge which includes the Isle
of Arran name and logo.

As well as the new classroom 
the children were delighted 
that Maurice brought with him 
a wide selection of clothes 
and shoes which were donated 
by Alison Bilsland when the
Brodick store closed.

‘I can’t thank Alison enough
for her generosity,’ Maurice 
said.

He has been doing volun-
teer work in the Gambia for 
10 years and six years ago he

started his own educational-
programme, funding remedial
building works in some small-
er schools, which had missed 
out on government funding.

Original
At the inspiration school, 

the original school building
He then bought a plot of land 

nearby to build the new school 
and after a lengthy planning
process the site was secured,
the foundations dug and work 

last year.

He added: ‘I purchased the 
land out of my own money,
but all work to date, includ-
ing labour and materials was 
raised by the charity jar at the
Seal Shore campsite reception,
along with the odd barbeque.’

The work, now in its second 
year will take at least another 
year and will cost approxi-
mately £8,000.

‘Of course any donations 
would be gratefully received 
and, because I’m directly in-
volved and hands-on, I can
guarantee that every penny goes 
to the nursery school,’ he added.

om built at
h is proving
on in Gambia

The children in their school uniforms with the Isle of Arran school badge.

upils at the school. 

Teaching the youngsters the English alphabet in the new classroom.

Maurice seen earlier in the project building the
compound walls. 
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The mobile library awaiting customers in Lamlash.

Scavenger hunt is not just for 
eggs but for education as well

Dozens of children took part in a beach scav-
enger hunt held by the Community of Arran 
Seabed Trust (COAST) in Lamlash on Easter 
Saturday.

The event was to give youngsters and their 

families the chance to learn more about the
amazing marine life on the Arran shore.

on a list, there were also some surprise Easter 
eggs hidden in the undergrowth.

Youngsters scour the beach in search of clues.

Some of the families who took part in the scavenger hunt. 

Chance to learn about marine life

Take it as read the mobile library 
is a free service for all the island
Imagine a service that brings 

your door, then collects and 
replaces them every two 
weeks - and all free.

Sound good? Well Arran is
fortunate to have just such 
a service in the shape of the
mobile library.

The North Ayrshire Council
van tours the whole island on
a two-week long rota, and is 
well stocked with a constant 
rotation of music CDs, DVDs 
and of course every kind of 

classics, books for young 
adults, books for kids, pic-
ture books for even smaller 
kids, talking books, books in

a myriad of subjects.
Like Roald Dahl says, books

transport you into new worlds 
and introduce you to amazing 
people, and you can travel all 
over the world while sitting 
in your living room (or bed-
room, or garden, but prefera-
bly not your bath).

The timetable corresponds 

with the pattern of waste col-
lection. In a blue bin collec-
tion week the mobile library 
journeys clockwise round 
the north end on a Monday, 
and anticlockwise round the 
south end on Thursday.

Collection
In black bin collection

weeks the mobile is in Kings
Cross and Whiting Bay on
Monday and Shiskine and 
Blackwaterfoot on Thursday.

Fridays see the van in Lam-
lash. If anyone is not sure
where and when their nearest 
stop is, call the Arran branch

Librarian Elanor McNamara 
said: ‘The mobile library is 
there for everybody. 

‘You can join on board, just 
bring something which shows
your address on it.

‘We look forward to seeing 
you.’

Editorial vacancy

The Arran Banner has a rare

opening for a part time editorial 

assistant to join our small team 

based in our Brodick office.

Excellent communication and interpersonal skills are 
essential as well as an interest in the wider community of 
Arran.
An interest in journalism and photography would be 
preferred but the position may also suit an experienced 
administrator used to handling a wide range of competing
demands against tight deadlines and willing to learn new 
skills.
All candidates must be computer literate and be willing
to work flexible hours to meet the demands of a weekly
newspaper.

Apply with C.V. and covering letter to  

ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk
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like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/arranbanner

Voyage of discovery to fight 
sea pollution

The craft in full sail on its trans-Atlantic crossing

The meeting of the Arran
Natural History Society on 
Thursday 2 April began with 
the Society’s AGM. The main 
part of the evening then got 
underway with Sue Weaver 

of her recent trans-Atlantic 
sailing expedition investigat-
ing the effects of plastic and 
toxic pollution in the seas and 
on the natural world.

Sue discussed the implica-
tions of the project, called 
eXXpedition because of its 
focus on women’s health, and 
answered questions from the
packed room. This exciting

Royal Geographical Society
in London last month, begins 
with the initial planning of the 
project and the testing of the
blood samples from the 14
women who made up the crew
of Sea Dragon, the 72ft ocean 
exploration sailing yacht. The 
highs and lows of the voy-
age are vividly portrayed, the
storms, the torn sails, the sea-
sickness, the bonding of the 

The crew aboard the eXXpedition boat.

One of the beautiful sunsets seen during the voyage.

crew and the glorious sun-
sets. All the while the crew
were sampling the ocean wa-
ters and analyzing the results
for levels of plastic pollution.

Sue described how the aim
was to collect data on plas-
tic and chemical pollution in
the Atlantic with the ultimate
goal of sharing this informa-
tion to create awareness and 
knowledge. 

She told the audience: 
‘We’re hoping to inspire
change in the treatment of the
seas. We also wanted to high-
light how what is happening
in our environment is having
an impact on human health-
particularly women’s health
and society. The motto of the
trip ‘making the seen unseen’
couldn’t be more appropri-
ate considering the nature of 
many of the contaminants
polluting the world’s water 
systems.

‘As well as large plastic 
litter and debris, estimates
suggest that there are around 
200,000-300,000 tonnes of 
microplastics (particles under 

5 mm), in our seas, which can
include the tiny plastic beads

microscopic particles. 

way into waterways through 
land run-off, waste disposal
and atmospheric deposition.

‘Many chemicals have been 
linked to causing various
life-threatening diseases in
humans, including cancer, 
endocrine-disruption and in-
fertility and remain persistent 
in the environment despite 
being banned in many coun-
tries.

‘One of the reasons the 
crew on Sea Dragon were all
female is that many female

been linked to over-exposure
to such chemicals. Another 
reason was to create a plat-

scientists, engineers, adven-
turers and campaigners to be
seen and heard and especially
to be seen as role-models for 
younger women,’ she added.

At the end of the evening 
there was an enthusiastic de-
bate about what everyone can
do to reduce the amount of 
plastic entering the seas, and 
to reduce plastic’s associat-
ed toxins from entering the 
body. Some of the sugges-
tions were to avoid the use of 
plastic as much as possible,
especially with plastic that 
comes into contact with food, 
to refuse plastic packaging as 
much as possible (inevitably
so much of it ends up in the 
sea - even recycled stuff),
and where possible to buy 
organic produce to reduce ex-
posure to harmful pesticides
and herbicides. Everyone can
reduce their impact on what 
goes into the sea by using
bio-degradable detergents and 
household cleaning products.

Those present agreed that it 
had been a most exciting and 
informative evening.       AB                     

Answer............................................................. .......................................................................

Name ......................................................................................................................................

Address ..................................................................................................................................

Tel...........................................................Email .......................................................................

Terms and conditions: The prize is as stated. The prize can be redeemed 7 days a week for lunch or dinner but must
be pre-booked. Drinks are not included. The prize is valid throughout 2015. No cash alternative. The Editor’s decision 
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Largest group of wintering 
sea duck seen this century

Bird   notes
by Jim Cassels

MARCH

March 2014 was a little cold-
er and little windier than 
March 2013 with similar 
rainfall.  It came in like the 
proverbial lion followed by a 
settled spell in the middle of 
the month but went out like a
lion with no ferry sailings on
the last day. It is an exciting 
time of year, awaiting the ar-
rival of all of our summer vis-

Scaup.....wintering sea duck largest Arran group seen this century.

Wheatear.....the fi rst summer visitor.  Photo: Carl Reavey

Bar-tailed Godwit....uncommon passage migrant.
Photo: Brian Couper

itors and seeing the last of our 
winter visitors leaving.

The small numbers of re-
turning gannet and lesser 
black-backed gull which had 
been reported in February
built up during March with 
70 gannet in Whiting Bay
on 21st and 40 lesser black-
backed gull at Kingscross on
27th.

As always the weather im-
pacted on the arrival of the 
spring migrants. The settled 
spell towards the middle of 
the month saw the arrival of 
wheatear and chiffchaff. The

ed at Drumadoon on 17th, 
eight days earlier than 2014 
and only four days later than 
the earliest date recorded in

reported in Whiting Bay on 
19th, four days earlier than
2014 and only two days later 
than the earliest date recorded 
in 2005. But there were only
two records of wheatear and 

weather closed down. By the
end of the month the bulk of 
our migrants was still antic-
ipated. April should see the 
arrival of sand martin, white
wagtail, swallow, willow 
warbler, sandwich tern, com-
mon sandpiper and cuckoo – 
all signs of the approaching
summer. Look out for them.

In March our winter vis-
itors were still to the fore 

Shiskine on 1st, a Green-
shank at Clauchlands on 5th, 
40 redwing in Glenree on 8th 
and four Rook in Kilpatrick  
on 30th. Wintering wild-
fowl included: 16 wigeon at 
Machriewaterfoot on 10th, 
a brent goose at Feorline on
17th, 300 greylag geese in 
the Shiskine Valley on 27th 
and 19 white-fronted geese in 
the same area on 31st.  Win-
tering sea duck included a 
long-tailed duck off Pirnmill 

in Machrie Bay on 20th and 
seven scaup in Whiting Bay 
on 21st is the largest group
reported this century.

In March there were many
signs of the ongoing  mi-
gration including increas-
ing numbers of diver round 
the coast, for example, six 
great northen diver and four 
black-throated diver off Co-
syden on 10th, 20 meadow
pipit at Port na Lochan on 

feeding on the kelp on Kil-
patrick shore on 22nd and 
on 24th 15 pied wagtail in a 
garden in Kingscross.  Other 
signs of migration in gardens 
were widespread reports of 
siskin sometimes accompa-

yellowhammer in Shiskine on
21st. In addition a bar-tailed 
godwit, an uncommon pas-
sage migrant for Arran, was 
reported at Machriewaterfoot 
on 25th.

Other interesting records 
this month included: sev-
en woodcock sitting on the
Machrie Moor road in the 

the Craw on 7th, a coot and 
a jack snipe at Sliddery on
18th (the last record of coot 
on Arran was in June 2013), 

Walk on 19th and two moor-
hen in Strabane on 27th. 

Spring is a great time to be 
birding, as most birds are get-
ting on with the business of 
breeding.

The business of breeding
involves attracting a mate by 
song, courtship display and 

nest building, and generally
establishing relationships. In 

March the signs were there,
with widespread reports of 
singing birds establishing
breeding territories, gold-
en eagle displaying over 
Lochranza on 1st, 62 courting
eider off Machriewaterfoot 
on 10th, a pair of stonechat in 
Glen Rosa on 14th, 29 black 
guillemot in breeding plum-

17th, eight pairs of fulmar on
the cliffs at Drumadoon on
20th, a pair of raven nesting
by Brown Head on 23rd and 
common crossbill singing in 
High Kildonan on 24th.

I am interested in all records 
of arriving summer migrants
and any signs of breeding
birds, so please keep in touch.

Enjoy your birding. 
Please send any bird notes

me at Kilpatrick Kennels, 
Kilpatrick, Blackwaterfoot, 
KA27 8EY, or e mail me at 
jim@arranbirding.co.uk  I
look forward to hearing from
you.

For more information on 
birding on Arran purchase the
Arran Bird Atlas 2007-2012
as well as the Arran Bird Re-
port 2014 and visit this web-
site www.arranbirding.co.uk



Arran Banner, Saturday 18 April 2015 www.arranbanner.co.uk 20 YEARS AGO 15

TWENTY
YEARS AGO

Saturday 22 April, 1995

 Hotel site discussed
The Whitehouse woods in Lamlash have 
been derelict for so long that villagers have 
largely given up hope that the area might ever 
be improved.

However the site of the former Whitehouse
Hotel was discussed at a public seminar held 
this week in Brodick Library.

Closed as a hotel around 1979, it was sold 
by Finlay Henderson in January 1982 to Gio 
Benedetti, a wealthy businessman from West 
Kilbride, who had plans to re-open the ho-
tel, build timeshares and then create a leisure 
centre, but his plans came to naught.

When it became badly vandalised he had it 
demolished and a visit to the site this week 
revealed the access road is muddy and over-

building is now overgrown with grass.
The meeting heard that since selling his

business Mr Benedetti seldom visited Arran
and spends much of his time at his house in
France.

Councillor Tom Knox said: ‘What we are 
trying to do is to bring public opinion to bear 
on him. We’re not prepared to let him sit 
there and leave it as a dump.’

New moorings
Five blue moorings were put down in Brod-
ick Bay on Tuesday and a similar number in
Lochranza.

three years ago cost around £1,500 each.
They will be public moorings to which any

visiting sailors can attach their boat free of 
charge, but they are not for long term moor-
ing.

Maintained by the local authority, they will
also appear in yachting brochures, unlike the
majority of moorings in Lamlash Bay over 

Owner Finlay Henderson in front of the Whitehouse Hotel in 1982. b16twe03

which still hangs the question of whether the 
owners may have to pay a rent to the Crown 
commissioners.

Beachgrove visit
Bill Torrance and the Beachgrove Garden 
team will visit Arran next week.

Contacted initially by Audrey Allsop of 
Sannox, the television programme sent over 
a production crew last week to look around.

tle on Tuesday, while on Wednesday they 
will visit two private gardens, that of Gwen 
Parkin of Rock Cottage in Corrie and Jenny 
Martin’s Sannox garden at Glen Cottage.

We understand the programme will look at, 
and admire, these small gardens and that it 
is not the Hit Squad whose task it is to sort 
gardens out.

 Family affair
When Jodi Keen appears on Brodick Hall 
stage at the end of May playing the leading 
lady role of Ensign Nellie Forbush in South 

Ian.
Only this week he stepped into the part of 

Emile de Becque’s Polynesian child Jerome 
alongside Rachel Fieldhouse from Whiting 
Bay who plays N’gana. Originally the part of 
Jerome was to be taken by Robin Fisher, who 
is now unable to carry out the role.

However, unlike dark-haired Robin or Ra-
chael, Ian will need his blonde hair tinted for 
authenticity but is undaunted by the prospect, 
being a real wee trooper, despite his tender 
years.

Keen, by both name and nature, Ian’s a
festival prizewinner who enjoys not only
football but also tap-dancing and is off this
weekend to Edinburgh to see the musical Soft 

The Arran A team who contested the 1995 rugby sevens against 10 other teams and
which was won by the Irish Crowbars. b16twe01

Jodi Keen and son Ian who are to perform together in South Pacifi c. b16twe05 Bonnets on show at the annual Easter Bonnet Parade at Brodick Castle. b16twe04
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in association with Isle of Arran Brewery
What’s on

www.arranbrewery.com

www.arranbrewery.comwwwwwww.w.arrraranbreewery.creweweweryry.y.comom

Everyday
Brodick Castle, Garden Open              9am-Dusk
Arran Brewery Monday - Sunday, 12.30 - 5pm
Arran Brewery tour 2pm (limited spaces call for availability)
Lamlash Tennis Courts/Putting Green Open all day
Arran Heritage Museum Rosaburn,Brodick, 10.30am to 4.30pm

Saturday 18th April
Army Cadets Auchrannie Road 11am –1 pm. 
Over 21s Disco Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa pool, 4-5pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick from 8pm
Brodick Market Auchrannie Road, Brodick, 10-4.30pm
Blackwaterfoot bowling club rink game Blackwaterfoot bowling club, 1.45pm
Live Music with Scott MacDonald The Douglas Hotel, 9pm

Sunday 19th April
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm-5pm
AA Meeting Brodick church Hall, 5pm-6.30pm
Open Session - All musicians & Singers welcome Fiddlers, Brodick 2.30pm

Monday 20th April
Over 50s Badminton Lochranza Village Hall, 2-4pm
Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Morning Fitness Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
Table Tennis Corrie Hall, 6.30pm
Badminton Auchrannie Sports Hall,7-9pm
Arran Junior Football Club Ormidale Park, 6-7.30pm
Yoga Corrie Village Hall, 11am - 12 noon
Circuit Training Auchrannie Gym, 6-7pm
10/10 Total Body workout Arran High School, Lamlash, 6.45pm
Citizens advice Ormidale Pavilion, 9.30am - 1.30pm
Lamlash Aerobix Arran High School Dance Studio, 7pm
Sannox Cricket Club AGM Ormidale Hotel, 7.30pm
Lunch club Brodick sheltered housing, 12.30pm

Tuesday 21st April
Pop Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Auchrannie Winter Bowls                   Auchrannie 7pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Youth Club Kildonan Hall, 7pm
Rotary club Glencloy Suite, Auchrannie, 7.15pm
Healthy Outdoors NTS Ranger Centre, 10am - 1pm
Garden Walk NTS Ranger Centre, 2pm - 3pm
Blackwaterfoot bowling club rink game Blackwaterfoot bowling club, 1.45pm
RunArran  Hospital Hill car park, Lamlash, 5.30pm
Bridge for beginners Learning Centre, Lamlash 7-9pm
Scottish Country Dancing All Stages, Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm

Arran Civic Trust AGM Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 7pm
Lamlash Moorings Association  Glenisle Hotel, Lamlash, 8pm
Alan Dickson of Rural Design Architects Ormidale Pavilion, 7.30pm

Wednesday 22nd April 
Rock & Pop Bingo Ormidale Hotel 9.30pm
Tae Kwondo Arran high School Kids-6.30-7.30pm Adults-7.30-8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm
Arran Brass Rehearsal Brodick Church Hall, 7-9pm
Yoga Auchrannie Studio, 9am-10am

Arran Heritage Museum Archives & Genealogy service 10.30-12.30 & 1.30-3.30
RunArran Auchrannie car park, 5.30pm
Yoga-Arran Kinneil, Lamlash, 7-8.30pm
Drift Inn Quiz Lamlash, 9pm
Mixed Hockey Auchrannie Sports Hall, 7.30-9pm
Dog classes Whiting Bay Hall, 1pm
Knitting & Crochet drop in group Brodick Library, 4pm - 6pm
Whiting Bay Music & Drama AGM Lesser Hall, Whiting Bay, 7.30pm
Coffee Morning Brodick Church Hall, 10.30am - 12noon

Thursday 23rd April
Morning Fitness Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
General Knowledge Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Folky, Country, Bluesy Night with Cams & Friends Fiddlers, Brodick,7.30pm
Yoga Corrie Village Hall, 6pm - 7pm
Bridge Club Brodick Golf Clubhouse, 7pm
Ladies Hockey Ormidale Pavilion, 7.30-8.30pm
RunArran Beginners Auchrannie Car Park, Brodick, 5.30pm
Cardiac Rehab Auchrannie leisure club, 2-3.30pm
Body & Mind Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 6-7pm
Country Park Volunteer Day Brodick Castle, 10am - 4pm
QuiltArran Lamlash Fire Station, 2-4.30pm
Auchrannie Winter Bowls                   Auchrannie, 7pm
Weighing in for Marys Meals Lamlash Church Hall, 4pm - 4.30pm
Weighing in for Marys Meals Brodick Church Hall, 5.15pm - 5.45pm
Arran Bee Group AGM Rangers Centre, Brodick, 7pm 

Friday 24th April
Yoga Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9am - 10am

Arran Youth Foundations Church Hall, Brodick 7pm-9pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick, 8pm
Lochranza Kids Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6-8pm
Lochranza Adults Badminton Lochranza Hall, 8pm
Family fun night Brodick Golf Club 4.45pm
Brodick Market Auchrannie Road, Brodick, 10-4.30pm
AA Meeting Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick, 8pm
Tae Kwondo Arran high School, Lamlash Adults,7pm -8.30pm
Arran Youth Foundations AGM Brodick Church Hall, 4.30pm
Coffee Morning Corrie & Sannox Village Hall, 10.30am
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Recruitment Public Notices

PATERSON ARRAN LIMITED

PRODUCTION ENGINEER (Isle of Arran)

Arran Fine Foods, part of Paterson Arran Limited, is a long
established and progressive Food Manufacturing Company 
producing a range of premium branded food products for 
both domestic and international markets and is based on

the Isle of Arran, off the west coast of Scotland.

We currently have a vacancy for a Production Engineer.  The
ideal candidate will be a dual skilled engineer with elec-
tro-mechanical expertise.  They will become a hands-on

member of a small, but highly motivated team, whose main 
duties will include efficient line set-ups, breakdown recovery, 
participation in a range of engineering projects, relevant op-
erative training, and the execution of planned maintenance.

Applicants should be self-motivated, self-reliant and pos-
sess a commitment to team training.  A flexible approach
to hours of work and willingness to adapt to change are

essential.

Email applications to Ljameson@paterson-arran.com
or, apply in writing, including current salary details, to:

Lesley Jameson, Administration Manager,
Paterson Arran Limited, The Old Mill

Lamlash, Isle of Arran, KA27 8AR

HOUSE/GENERAL 
ASSISTANT

We are looking for someone to join us in
our small friendly Guest House

in central Brodick
Cheerful, reliable and hard working would

Also weekend helper required.

 Contact Caroline on 01770 302211 or 
email cjl393@aol.com

Whiting Bay Club of 
Music & Drama

The AGM of the above club will take
place on Wednesday 22nd April at
7.30pm in Whiting Bay Lesser Hall.
The meeting is open to everyone, so please

come along and help to keep the club going.

Arran Youth Foundations

AGM
in Brodick Church Hall

Friday 24th April 2015 at 4.30pm

 We are looking to employ an additional reception/

This position is available on an initial contract running 
from the beginning of April until the end of October,

32-40 hours per week.

a strong customer care focus and willingness to go

not essential as full training will be given.  Responsi-
bilities include switchboard, telephone reservations,

check in/out, concierge duties and leisure desk.
 4 shifts per week, live in accommodation available if 

within the contracted period.

 Applications and enquiries to: 
hr@kinlochhotel.eclipse.co.uk

Reception /
Reservations

Assistant

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND)
ACT 1997 PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS)(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Applications listed below together with the plans and other documents may be

examined at Planning Services, Cunninghame House, Irvine, between 9am - 4.45pm

weekdays (4.30pm Fridays) or at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk *and at The

Council Offices, Lamlash

Written representations may be made to the Executive Director (Economy & Communities)

at the above address or emailed to eplanning@north-ayrshire.gov.uk by 08.05.15.

Any representations received will be open to public view.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS

2013 REGULATION 20(1)
15/00186/PP; Site To The West Of The Glades, Whiting Bay, Brodick, Isle Of Arran;

Section 42 application to amend wording of condition 2 of planning permission

N/13/00710/PP.

Elma Murray
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE

Job Opportunity with
North Ayrshire Council

Care at Home Assistant | Ref: NAY00090
Permanent | 20 hours | £8.47 - £9.28

Arran Area Office, Lamlash
Closing Date: 4th May 2015

For further details and to apply visit
www.north-ayrshire.myjobscotland.gov.uk

We are an equal opportunities employer so please inform us of any
special needs you may have.

Armitage Groundworks Ltd are seeking an

Computer literacy and warm, friendly personality 

Please apply in writing to:
 

Angus Lambie Motor

Engineers Ltd
are looking for

MECHANICS

AND APPRENTICES

Please apply to 01770 302677

ARRAN HAULAGE SERVICES LTD

LGV DRIVER
Tel: 01770 302777

Email: info@arranhaulage.co.uk

Arran Vets Job Vacancy
Kennel assistant/receptionist

and all round help for vet
Monday - Friday 8.30/9.00am - 1.30pm

Training given.  Would suit someone with

in training in the future.
Call: 07702 501318 to discuss.

email application and cv to: 
charlotteclough@yahoo.co.uk or post to

Arran Vets, Brodick, KA27 8AJ by Friday 1st May

ARRAN 
MEDICAL GROUP

The island GP surgeries will be 

Closed for training
from 1.00PM - 5PM

on

Thursday 23rd April 
If you need to contact a doctor

urgently when the surgeries
are closed you should phone

NHS 24 
On

111
In an emergency 
please phone 999

The Arran 
Bee Group AGM 

is on the 23rd April at 7PM
at the Rangers Centre Brodick
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Drive Times Property

PAINTER AND DECORATOR

TREES

Tree & hedge cutting and clearing
Brush Cutting and strimming.

All types of fencing

Call Jamie McKinnon:
01770 810 222 or 07760 247201

COMPUTING SERVICES

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing
of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part 
and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines,
books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the
publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer 
in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the 
event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser,
it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition
in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially
detract from the advertisement.

In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the
particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all
costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions
or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one
or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge 
a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

Incidentals 
Arran

Happy computers on
Arran since 1983

Bill Stewart
T. 830343

PAINTER AND DECORATOR

FREE TO UPLIFT
Single bed divan, base only
and sturdy Z-bed. Tel: 601226
Complete with inks (part-
used), software and instruc-
tion booklet.
Not wireless. Can be deliv-
ered. Tel : 810249
Cream coloured bed settee
offers Tel: 303910

OVER £30
Carl Lewis cross trainer in-
cluding weight resistance
wheel and build in computer 
£150ono Tel: 700724

UNDER £30
Childs bed £30, Wooden high 
chair £30 Tel: 870220
Mens roadbike offers, Es-
cort van - mot until Sep, tax
end of April - Offers Tel:
07792452814

Small black & Decker table
top bandsaw £20, Trouser 
Press vgc £30, Shaver light 
for bathroom £10, Oval Bath-
room mirror with blue frame
£12, white sink: Ikea still in 

£15, 4 ceiling lights ‘eye-
balls’ still in box £10 for 4
Tel: 302383
Ladies folding bike 330, la-
dies cycle £10 Tel: 700591
Adorable kittens ready at the 
end of April book now Tel:
302964

WANTED
Woman's bike good condition. 
Call Nickey on 07805737409 
or 600526

OUT NOW!

Available from all WH Smiths, all good 
Independent Newsagents or online.

www.eqymagazine.co.uk

SCOTLAND’S NEWEST AND 
BEST EQUESTRIAN MAGAZINE

DRESSAGE  
EVENTING   
CARRIAGE DRIVING 
SHOW JUMPING  
BREEDING
POLO 
PARALYMPICS 
EQUESTRIAN ART 
GREAT HACKS 
PONIES 
ENDURANCE 
VAULTING
TOP PRODUCTS 
FASHION
LEISURE RIDING 
BOOKS
EVENTS

EQySc
ot
tis
h
Fi
el
d®

Scottish Equestrian year 2015
ISSUE 1, 2015, £4.99

70

Image: David Hay-Thorburn, loving his 

high-level view from the saddle

HORSE HEROES

71

FORMER WORLD AND UK 

TREC CHAMPION DAVID
TREC CHAMPION DAVID

HAY-THORBURN DISCUSSES

WHY THE SADDLE IS THE

BEST WAY TO SURVEY THE

SCOTTISH LANDSCAPE

PHOTOGRAPHAANGUS BLACKBURNA

Brenfield Estate in central Argyll, on the banks 

of Loch Fyne, is home to David Hay-Thorburn 

and his horses. From this stunning base he runs 

a livery yard and offers riding lessons, horse 

holidays and TREC training. ‘TREC is a fun riding 

competition that usually consists of three phases – 

namely, orienteering on horseback [POR], Control 

of Paces [CoP] and a cross-country obstacle course 

[PTV],’ explains David. 

The TREC competition involves using these skills 

and simulates the challenges any rider may encoun-

ter when out hacking. David first started because he 

thought it would be a great way to explore areas of 

natural and historic beauty that would not usually be 

accessible on a daily basis.

TREC has many benefits for both horse and rider.   

It encourages general horse knowledge and care, and 

develops a wide range of useful skills in the partner-

ship. In the horse it encourages calmness and versatili-

ty and in the rider personal development making them 

more independent and confident with their riding and 

also enhances social capabilities.

When asked about what makes exploring Scotland on 

horseback such a special experience, David happily waxes 

lyrical on the subject. 

‘Riding horses offers the chance to see the countryside 

from a different perspective,’ he says. ‘The extra height 

a horse gives you means that you are able to take in 

views that would be impossible to glimpse on foot. Also 

there is the opportunity to glimpse wildlife that you 

wouldn’t be able to on foot. Most wildlife do not see the 

horse as a threat, meaning that you can get a lot closer to 

some species.’ 

Blazingt aill

Xtype Jaguar Estate

£4,000 o.n.o.

Tel: 01770 860333 (Arran)

2006 2.2 diesel, only 44,900

miles.  Full SE spec with satnav. 

Full service history

9 month MOT

Economy & Luxury

Wayfarer MK1 composite

£950 o.n.o.

Tel: 01770 600662  (Arran)

Sale includes overboom cover,

sails (main new condition), 

2 oars, fl oatation sacs. Used

infrequently due to ill health, 

ready to sail. Launching trailer

available separately.

IFOR WILLIAMS TRAILER
FOR SALE

Tel: 01770 302280 (Arran)

In reasonable condition 

with a very low mileage.

LONG LET AVAILABLE IN
LAMLASH

Two Bedroom furnished Bungalow
£480 per month plus bills

No pets or smoking
Please reply to: Box Number 213, Arran Banner, Th e 

Douglas Centre, Brodick, Isle of Arran, KA27 8AJ

LONG LET IN LAMLASH
from 1st June 2015

Modern 2 Bed roomed Balconied House
50 meters from shore

Centre of Village
Completely furnished

suitable for couple
£675 per moth and CTAX
Sorry - No pets or DHSS

Tel: 01770 600795 or Mob: 07813622059
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BIRTH

DEATH

CHURCH NOTICES

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

 (Part of the Worldwide
Anglican Communion)

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay.
Sunday, 19th April

Holy Communion, 11.00 am.
Mrs Janis Gallagher.
Coffee after service. 

Wednesday, 22nd April
Holy Communion, 12.15 pm.

ALL WELCOME.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza,
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but working 
together
Minister: 

Rev Angus Adamson
Parish Assistant:
Mrs Jean Hunter:

Worship will be conducted 
in the above churches at the 

following times to which
all are invited.

Sunday 19th April
Lochranza Church, 9.30am 

Morning Worship. 
Pirnmill Church, 10.45am 

Morning Worship.
Shiskine Church, 12noon

Morning Worship.
Brodick Church, 10.30am 

Morning Worship. 
Corrie Church, 11.30am

 Prayer Meeting
12noon Morning Worship.

There will also be a Service of 
Worship in Montrose House

at 1.30pm.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share”
Sunday 19th April

Kilmory 10am
Lamlash 11.30 am

Rev. Lily McKinnon
All welcome, including
families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND
(continuing)

Sunday 19th April
Morning Service,  11am
Trust Housing Lounge,
Glen Estate, Brodick

Evening Service 6.30pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick

Prayer Meeting
Wednesday 22nd April

 at 7pm
5 Glen Road
All welcome

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

Sunday 19th April  
Shiskine 11am (Church on road 

between Blackwaterfoot and 
Machrie)

Brodick 7pm (Church behind 

Rev Charles Douglas

WHITING BAY AND
 KILDONAN

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
 (Charity Number SC014005)

Sunday 19th April 
Worship will be conducted

by the minister
Rev Elizabeth Watson

at 10.30am.
All welcome.    

Tea and coffee will be served 
in the Transept after the service
and everyone is invited to stay 

and enjoy more fellowship 
afterwards.

 There will be a range of 
Traidcraft goods available

for sale..

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC
CHURCH

Vigil Mass: Saturday 7.30pm
Sunday Morning Mass 11am

ARRAN BAPTIST CHURCH
Minister: Rev Vince Jennings

Sunday 19th April
11am Morning worship
in the Ormidale Sports

Pavilion, Brodick
Tea and Coffee after the service.

Wednesday at 7.30pm
Home Fellowship Group for 

Bible Study and Prayer.
Contact phone no 600222
Everyone warmly invited

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS, QUAKERS

Quakers meet every Sunday at 
11am. For meeting venue ring – 

830622, 820223

CELEBRATION OF LIFE

DEATH

Runners are ready for relay
their now annual Round Arran Relay on Saturday 25 April. 
The Striders from Northumberland are a running group 
like RunArran with mixed abilities. Everyone runs at their 
own pace, no one is left behind and participants can run as 
long or as short a distance as they like.

Give them a toot 

6pm. So if you see them give them a toot.
Drinks and food will be enjoyed at the Corrie Hotel by

those taking part in the evening.  

Willie McNally slips on the coveted green jacket by 
winning the Daniel Ferguson Trophy at Shiskine.

Lamlash Golf Club
Thursday 2 April, Summer 
Cup. 1 Scott Campbell 80-
17=63 BIH, 2 Paul Jameson 
74-11=63, 3 Norrie MacIn-
tyre 72-8=64. Scratch Dougie 
MacFarlane 67.  Magic two 
Dougie Macfarlane at the 17th
Saturday 4 April, Glenisle 
Mixed Fours.

 1 David and Shoina Nicol
76-14.5=61.5, 2 Graeme
and Lesley Handley 77-
11.5=65.5, 3 Alistair Craw-
ford and Irma Brown 90-
19.5=70.5. Magic twos Alan
Smith and Sherie Walker at 
the 16th, Jim Brown and Val 
Crawford at the16th.

Sunday 5 April, Texas 
Scramble. 1 June Richard-
son, Iain Murchie, Matt Har-
vey  and Billy O’Connor 57-
7.5=49.5, 2 Lesley, Graeme,
SamHandley and Alastair 
Chalmers 56-6=50, 3 Mark 
and Rachel Wren, Ian Bremn-
er and Alastair Crawford 56-
5.7=50.3.

Thursday 9 April, Summer 
Cup. 1 Iain Murchie 66-
4=62, 2 Dougie MacFarlane 
64-0=64, 3 Alan Short 76-
11=65 BIH. Scratch Dougie 
Macfarlane 64. Magic twos 
Iain Murchie, Todd Jameson, 
Graeme Handley, Iain Park-
er, Jim Young and Alan
Colquhoun.

Sunday 12 April, Carpen-
ter Rosebowl. 1 Ian Bremner 
73-6=67, 2 Iain Murchie 73-
4=69. Scratch Ian Bremner73 
BIH. Magic twos Ian Bremn-
er at the 12th, IainMurchie at 
the 5th. Congratulations to 

phy of the season.
Ladies section: Wednesday 

8 April, medal, 13 played, 
CSS 65. 1 Yvonne Brothers    

77(18)59, 2 Rachel Wren
86(21)65, 3 Sheena Murchie
84(14)70. Scratch Yvonne
Brothers 77.

Fixtures: Sunday 19 April,
Hugh Hutchinson Green-
some, draw at 11am, tee off 
11.30am. Please note only
one tee time.

Shiskine Golf Club
Wednesday 8 April, Daniel
Ferguson Trophy, 18 played, 
CSS 41. 1st Class: 1 G An-
drew 49-6=43 BIH, 2 B Sher-
wood 49-6=43 BIH, 3 D Tod 
46-3=43.

Scratch: D Tod 46. 2nd 
Class: 1 W McNally 51-
13=38, 2 B Brooks 48-8=40
BIH, 3 J Salton 48-8=40. 
Magic twos: D Tod, W Mc-
Nally, W Kelso and J Salton
x 2. Well done to Willie Mc-
Nally for winning Daniel Fer-
guson Trophy.

Thursday 9 April, ladies
12-hole medal, 14 played,
CSS 45. Silver: 1 Rion Cul-
pan 58-10=48 BIH, 2 Jenni 
Turnbull 56-8=48. Scratch: 
Jenni Turnbull 56. Bronze: 1 
Lesley Murray 61-15=46, 2 
Piet Johnson 62-14=48. Well 
done Lesley.

Sunday 12 April, gents 18 
hole medal, nine played. 1
Willie McNally 83-20=63, 2 
Jack McNally 81-16=65 BIH, 
3 and scratch: Tom Gowan 
72-7=65. Magic two from
Tom Gowan at the 7th.

Fixtures: Sunday 19 April,
gents, AGA Arran Grouse 

off.

Brodick Golf Club
Wednesday 8 April, Summer 
Cup, 41 played, CSS 65. 1 A 
Raeburn 74(13)61, 

2 I Pittman 77(13)64 BIH, 
3 B Smith 76(12)64. Scratch 
E McKinnon 70. Magic twos 
from Jim Reid, Douglas Rob-
ertson and Stan Brothers.

Sunday 12 April, British
Legion 36-hole Medal, nine 
played, CSS 67 (both rounds).

The only 36-hole competi-
tion at the club to be played 
in the one day was played 
through wildly varying 
weather, from heavy rain in 
the morning to hail showers 
and bright sunshine later in 
the day. Congratulations to all 
the competitors, who refused 
to surrender, and completed 
the 36 holes. Winner Gordon 
Hendry (6)134, runner up : 
Brian Smith (11) 137.

Fixtures: Sunday 19 April, 
British Legion Cup (18 holes 
Stableford), draw will be
made 12noon on Saturday 18. 
Sunday 26 April, Belhaven
Medal. Don’t forget the an-
nual match versus Shiskine, 
to held at Brodick this year 
on Friday 24 April, teeing off 
from 5pm onwards. Names 
on the sheet in the clubhouse
please.

Ladies: Coronation Four-
somes, 1 Susan Butchard 
and Isobel MacDonald,
35pts, 2 Yvonne Brothers 
and Heather Raeside, 29pts
Fixture: Tuesday 21 April,
Stableford and nine hole 
Medal.

Whiting Bay Golf Club
Congratulations to Jean Da-
vidson who is Winter Golf-
er of the year following her 
stellar performances in the
2014 -2015 Winter Sweep. A 
winner on no less than three
separate occasions, twice
with 41 points, Jean’s winter 
handicap plummeted by three 
strokes over the cold wet sea-
son. Well done Jean.

Wednesday 8 April, 20 

this year’s Summer Trophy.
The CSS rose to 64 and 

form, weekend winner Ron-
nie Mann and runner up Stan
Rainey swapped places as 
Stan cruised to a winning
score of 61. Ronnie came in

ner in third place on 64.
 Danny Head, with a fourth 

placed 65, had the best gross
score of 71.

The only magic two of the
day came from Stan Rainey
on the 7th.

Fixtures: Sunday 19 April,
Tor Alvey Greensome, post-
poned from 12 April. One 
draw at 10am for partners. 
Wednesday 22 April, Sum-
mer Trophy, played through-
out the day with an evening
draw at 5.30pm. Sunday 26 

bleford, rolling starts from 
10am.

Corrie Golf Club
Wednesday 8 April, Wednes-
day medal, sweep. 1 M
McDonald 77-20=57, 2 J
McGovern 72-11=61, 3 
P Motlek 90-27=63. Best 
scratch J McGovern 72. Mag-
ic two pot not won.

Saturday 11 April, sweep,
eight played, non-counter 
for handicap. 1 M McDonald 
43+39=82-18=64, 2 E McK-
innon 32+33=65+2=67. Best 
scratch E McKinnon. Magic 
twos A McDonald at the10th, 
J McGovern at the 17th, E
McKinnon at the 9th.

Fixtures: Saturday 18 April, 

erby (pairs). 8.30am and 1pm 
start times.

Machrie Golf Club

Peter Sutton/Lady Mary, 15 
played. 1 Phil Betley 78-
16=62,  2 David Price 79-
13=66,  3 Campbell Laing 
BIH 87-19= 68.

FITZPATRICK
To Ross Fitzpatrick &

Elaine Brown 
a son Euan, Harry on 22nd 

March.
First Grandchild for John & 

Jean, Sliddery &
Seventh Great Grandchild for 

Margaret (G.G),
Kilmory. All doing well.

ADAMSON - Robert Cooper.
Peacefully at Cooriedoon 
Nursing Home on Tuesday, 
7th April 2015, Robert, aged 
95 years, beloved husband of 
the late Joyce, father of Ian 
and Sandra and grandfather to 
the family. Funeral service in 
Kilmory Church on Friday, 24th 
April at 12 noon followed by
interment to which all relatives 
and friends are respectfully
invited.

PARKIN - Allan. 
Much-loved husband of the late 
Gwen, father of David and Ian,
former dental surgeon for the
Isle of Arran and long-term res-
ident of Corrie, died peacefully
at Brechin ,Angus Weds 8 April
.Funeral at Friockheim Mon 13
April and ashes to be interred at 
Sannox at a later date.
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On a beautiful crisp spring 
day and on a pitch just 
made for running rugby,
Arran took full advantage 
to play as well as they 
have all season, writes Bill 
McLaughlin.

converted by Lachie Jones, 

35-0. Lachie, on this form, 
manages to turn place kick-
ing into an art form. He is, 
of course, an outrageous-
ly talented player but very
rarely achieves his full 
potential due, mainly, to a 
tendency to forget the basic 
tactics of the game. How 
often this season have we 
seen him use his mighty

kicking from hand to give 
possession away to teams 
who were unable to secure 
it for themselves?

This all changed on Satur-
day. His kicking from hand 
with the wind was immacu-
late, frequently bouncing in 

from touch before skipping 
joyfully over the line for a 
gain of 40 to 50 yards.

Against the wind he al-
tered his system, lowering 
the trajectory and frequent-
ly the angle to gain as much 
yardage as possible for the
team. 

But, enough of the tactics.
Arran hadn’t a failure. Scott 
Currie at scrum half was 

getting the ball away in-
stantly, fast and accurately.

The centres, Kyle and Jack 
Barbour were a constant 
threat with Jack, plainly

foot conditions, treating the 
crowd to an exhibition of 
his mastery of the sidestep. 
The wings, unfortunately,
saw little of the ball.

Another notable perfor-
mance was from Frazer 

ing was perfect, kicking 
accurate and he chose the 
right occasions to utilise his 
speed to regenerate attacks 

The forwards supplied 
both themselves and the 
backs well with Iain Bayne 

didd spspsppppppppplalalallalaaaaaall yyyyyiyiyiyiyyyyiyyyyyyyyy nnnngngnnngngngngngngn yyettet aagagainininnnininniiin hhhhhisisisisis 
maststtttterereerererrryy yy y fofffofof ttthehehe aarttrt ooff rere--
mainining g tsteady in ththee aiairr atat 
the lineout and giving his 
scrum half good ball. Jamie 
Picken was, well, just Jamie 
Picken, an object lesson in 
loose forward play.

The other forwards played 
to their best form with all of 
them showing their usual 
appetite for tackling espe-

in the second half even 
with the wind behind them, 
Bishopton rarely crossed 
the halfway line.

And what of the tries? 

only four minutes and Jack 
Barbour added one so that 
half time arrived with the
score Arran 14 Bishopton 
0.

AfAfAAfAftteteter r tthhthhhhhhthhhe e eee inininintetetteteteervrvvvrvvrvvaalalalllaallallallalalalaalalalalaa , , ,,, ,,,,, KyKyKyKyKyKyKyKyKKyKyKyKyKyKyKyKyKyKyllllllllelleelele 
BaBaBarbrbrbououuur,r, nnnotot ttoo bebbe ooututdodonene 
byby his sibblilingng, popoppppeded oonene 
down and that try scoring
machine,  Stuart McMaster, 
twice used his party piece 
- going over for a try with
three or four of the opposi-
tion hanging on to him. Hap-
py days indeed.

The result of all this is that 
Arran remain second in the 
league, occupying one of 
the two promotion spots but 

thththtthhththththththththeeee gggagagagaggaggg p ppp bbbbbbbebebbbbebbbbbbebb twtwwwwwtwtweeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee nnn n nn ththththhthememememm aaa dndnddddddnndndddnnnnnnn  
lllelelelleeeadaddaddadeeeerereeeee s s CCCCCCuCuCuCuCCC mnmnmnmnnoooocoocoo kkkk hahhas s bebbeeneneneenennene  

points as Cumnock lost their 

team a bonus point with Ar-
ran having a game in hand.

If Arran’s top players con-
tinue to make themselves 
available and further bonus 
points are gained, winning 
the league is not beyond the
bounds of possibility.

Jack Barbour 
on the attack. 

20_b16rugby02

Country Kiln

A
FFORDABLE

01560 483966 

Woodburning & Multifuel stoves 

Starting
from £299 
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