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Lamlash, Isle of Arran
www.thomsonconstruction.co.uk

Telephone: 01770 600242 
Fax: 01770 600714

John Thomson Construction Ltd
Building & Civil Engineering Contractors, Joiners & Glaziers

Full Design Service • Extensions Alterations • Repairs 

Replacement • Double Glazing • Kitchens • Roads 
& Bridges Construction • Tarmacadam & Concrete 

Surfacing • Excavation & Drainage

Any Job  Large or Small • Estimates Free

Visit our new website for full details of all our 
products and housing developments
www.thomsonconstruction.co.uk

SKIP HIRE
£120.00

inc.VAT
Tel: (01770) 600242

Scarlet Elizabeth Lemmon from Belper in Derbyshire 
won the junior Easter bonnet competition at Brodick 
Castle at the popular family day last Sunday. More 
photos on pages 8 and 9.      02_b15cas05

A young rugby player re-
mains in a critical condition 
in hospital after being struck 
by a police van in Brodick on 
Saturday night.

Daniel Gallagher was air-
lifted to hospital after being hit 
by the vehicle directly across 
from Bilslands at around 
10pm.

The van was being driven 

responding to an emergency 
call.

Rugby player fights 
for his life after he
is hit by police van

A spokesman for Strathclyde 
Police said: ‘Our inquiries 
into the crash are continuing, 
but as is normal procedure an 
external force will oversee 
this work.’

Months
Central Scotland Police will 

be in charge of the investiga-
tion into the crash, which 
they say could take months to 
complete.

A special investigation squad 
of officers from a separate 
force arrived on the island to 
launch an inquiry in the early 
hours of Sunday morning. 

A report will be sent to the 

Procurator Fiscal, who will 
decide if criminal proceedings 
should be launched.

The accident happened short-
ly after the island’s Rugby 
Sevens Tournament at Ormi-
dale Park, half a mile from 
the scene.

Witnesses claim they saw 
Daniel Gallagher wander off 
the pavement before being hit 
by the van.

They said the vehicle’s blue 

of the impact.
Other passers-by spoke of 

the van travelling at a high 
speed past Brodick Village 
Hall shortly before the ac-
cident.

Air ambulance
Paramedics attended the 

scene and Mr Gallagher, who 
is 22, was taken by air ambu-
lance to the Southern General 
Hospital in Glasgow.

He was said to be in a ‘criti-
cal, but stable’ condition yes-
terday, but slowly improving. 

Mr Gallagher had made the 
trip to Arran from his home 
in Peterhead, Aberdeenshire, 

as part of the squad called the 
Buchan Broncos.

They had been invited to the 
tournament through the island 
rugby club’s links with their 
skipper Euan Rogerson, who 
used to live on Arran.

Arran RFC captain Niall 
McMaster said: ‘It was a ter-
rible ending to what had been 
a fantastic day.

Remembered
‘Lots of players and specta-

tors had told me it was one of 
our best ever tournaments, but 
it will now be remembered for 
the wrong reasons.’ 

The vehicle was still in po-
sition on Sunday morning, 
awaiting inspection by the 
investigators.

The bonnet and radiator 
grille were dented and the 
registration plate was hang-
ing off.

-
by ferry terminal was delayed 
throughout the day as it was 
diverted along Alma Road 
after the investigation team 
closed the main coastline 
road.

The vehicle was still in position on Sunday morning, 
awaiting inspection by the investigators.

Scarlet in her pretty 
Easter bonnet

A rich tradition of family 
businesses on Arran

Pages 11,

12 &
 13

Family businesses 
learning to adapt 
and thriving
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FOR LANDSCAPING & GROUND WORKS 
See: www.broombrae.co.uk & the Arran Index

Phone: 01770 860435 Mob: 07522 860435
FAX: 01770 860434 

E mail:bgg@broombrae.co.uk 
BGG Ltd, Kilpatrick, Isle of Arran KA27 8EY

BROOMBRAE GROUNDS  
&  GARDENS LTD isle of arran.

ALEX BAIRD
DOUBLE GLAZING

Windows, Doors 
Patio/French Doors, Composite Doors

Porches/Sunrooms
No freebies just down to earth prices

01290 420587 or 07775 594115
www.alexbairddoubleglazing-cumnock.co.uk

SAVE MONEY BY FITTING
ENERGY RATED WINDOWS

VIEW THESE WINDOWS AT RHANNA, WHITING BAY

A 200-metre mooring rope was lost overboard as the ferry MV 
Caledonian Isles was leaving Brodick at 8.20am on Tuesday
morning.

Bay and local coastguards attended the scene.
As the ferry returned to Brodick on the 9.45am sailing from

Ardrossan, it launched the onboard fast response boat which
recovered the rope from the water.

Junior
football
restarts
Arran Junior Football Club
recommences on Monday 16
April from 6pm to 7.30pm at
Ormidale Park in Brodick.

Anyone interested in be-
coming a coach, please con-
tact Brian Smith on 302464
or come along on a Monday
evening.

The Arran Mountain Rescue
Team were called out to
a missing man and his
eight-year-old daughter on
Saturday night that had found
themselves lost in cloud and
swirling winds in the Castles/
Witches Step area.

Twenty members of the
team along with a search and
rescue dog and argocat made
their way up the hills.

A Royal Navy sea-king
helicopter was also called to
assist them.

At some points there was

visibility, but the missing
people were found in the
Castles area.

Airlifted
The man and his daughter

were able to walk off to
below the cloud level and
were airlifted to Sannox then
returned to the Mountain
Rescue base in the early hours
of Sunday morning.

Deputy team leader, Neil
Bulger said: ‘Great credit

When Barbara McNeice
grasped the bell-rope and
pulled on Easter Sunday af-
ternoon, she signalled the
start of a new era at Sannox
Church.

Barbara, of Blackwaterfoot,
had been accorded the hon-

for many years to operate the
historic bell.

The resonant sound also

the church since it came un-
der the stewardship of the
Sannox Christian Centre - of
which she is a trustee.

The service was led by an-
other SCC trustee, George

Man and 
daughter, 
8, rescued 
from hills

must go to the team that
night.

‘It’s in weather conditions
like this that mountain rescue
teams really come into their
own, getting to these areas,
searching, locating and
extracting people - it’s not
an easy job but due to the
training and skill of these
team members the incident
passed off without the
outcome being far worse.’

He added: ‘I would also
like to thank Tracy Gibson
and Hamish Bunyan for their
sterling support to the missing
people’s family during the
callout.

AMRT would like to remind
people venturing out into the
hills to consider the weather
conditions beforehand and
always prepare accordingly.

In particular, remember to
let someone know where you
are going and what time you
are returning, take a map and
compass and know how to
use them.

Ding-dong merrily: Barbara McNeice rings the Sannox 
Church bell. 

Ringing in
a new era
at Sannox
Church

Rope recovered 
from Brodick Bay

Hazel - complete with guitar.
He was accompanied on

electric piano by wife Fiona

villagers, other islanders and
mainland visitors.

They joined in a selection of
traditional hymns, with Bar-
bara reciting a prayer com-
posed for the occasion.

A recording of a psalm sung
in Gaelic was also played
linking the present with the
heritage of the past.

The congregation then met
for tea and home baking in
the adjacent Dundarroch Cot-
tage, where they were able to
take a look at proposed plans
for the development of the
church, manse and surround-
ing grounds.

George said: ‘The sight of
so many people making their
way up the road on foot to
witness this historic moment
was amazing.

‘The atmosphere was
charged with anticipation as
the bell announced the resur-
rection of hope for the future
of this beautiful and special
place.

‘The Church was full for the
short thanksgiving service -

Sannox Christian Centre
has been formed as a charity
to purchase, restore and build
on what is here, to create a
place of rest and restoration
for people from both on and
off the island.’

A growing network of
Friends of Sannox will form
the basis of the necessary

-
ports.

This is open to all to join

development of the centre.
Further information is avail-

able on the newly launched
website at www.sannox.org
or by contacting the trustees
by post at Sannox Christian
Centre.
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ARDROSSAN
HARBOUR
TO YOUR DESTINATION

Mainland Taxi’s
07921 998457
01294 463556
Glasgow City Centre £40

Glasgow Airport £30

Prestwick Airport £23

Irvine Central Hospital £14

Crosshouse Hospital £20

Ayr Hospital £30

Troon Harbour £21

Kilmarnock £22

Ayr £27
For other quotes just ask!
Friendly Reliable Service
www.mainland-taxis.co.uk
7 SEATER WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE VEHICLE 
AVAILABLE

Scottish Franchise of the Year 1999/2000
UK Entrepreneur of the year 2001/2002

Flares spark 
coastguard and 
lifeboat search
Arran Coastguards and the 
Arran lifeboat The Boys 
Brigade were called out at 
9.55am on Wednesday morn-
ing to conduct searches fol-
lowing multiple 999 calls 

set off.
They were joined in the 

search by the Troon All 
Weather lifeboat and Troon 
Inshore lifeboat and Ardros-
san and Ayr Coastguard and 
rescue teams. 

narrowed down to the Irvine 
Harbour area, and the area 
between Troon harbour and 
Saltcoats was thoroughly 
searched. With no further re-
ports and nothing untoward 
discovered during the search 
all units were stood down.

-
drossan Harbour’ is needed 
before CalMac can consider 
a two-vessel service between 
Arran, according to the com-
pany’s response to the gov-
ernment’s draft ferries plan.  

The David MacBrayne 
Group (DML) published its 
response last week on behalf 
of both CalMac and North-
Link.  The response for Arran 
states: ‘The main service re-
striction on the Ardrossan to 
Brodick route is the exposed 
nature of Ardrossan. In poor 

-
ate even one vessel here; for 
a two boat service to be vi-

Ardrossan Harbour is neces-
sary.’ 

Earlier this year the draft re-
view stated the ideal service 
model for Arran would be a 
timetable running from 7am 
until 10pm, but that double 
crewing the MV Caledonian
Isles would be too expensive.

Arran
youngsters
scoot
about for Sport 
Relief  
Youngsters from the Arran 
Childminding Group were 
scooting about Lamlash last 
Wednesday to raise money 
for Sport Relief. 

Organiser Debra Adam told 
The Banner that the chil-
dren managed to complete 
much more than the com-
bined mile they were aiming 
for.

Look out for the total 
amount they raised in next 
week’s Banner. 01_b14run01

Incredible
loss for 
Arran’s Weight 
Watchers 
Arran is a bit lighter in the 
water this week after the is-
land’s Weight Watchers class-
es lost an incredible 78 and a 
half stone.

There are over 100 mem-
bers now attending Dawn 
McKinnon’s classes in Brod-
ick and Shiskine and together 
they have shed an incredible 
amount of weight in just 12 
weeks. ‘I’m extremely proud 
of each and every one of my 
members,’ said Dawn. ‘The 
classes have only been run-
ning for three months so this 
is an incredible achievement 
and the perfect motivation for 
everyone.’ 

Dawn has herself lost 29lbs 
through the Weight Watchers 
programme and knows all 
the ups and down people can 
have on a weight loss journey.
New members will be warmly 
welcomed and it is easy to join.

and Dawn’s talk will give you 
the motivation to succeed.

The review suggests replac-
ing the vessel with two small-
er boats that would require 
fewer crew members. How-
ever concerns were raised 
about the viability of smaller 
boats in bad weather and 
also whether current public 
transport connections would 

has highlighted reservations 
about plans to reduce or re-
move some smaller services 

the nature of the assessments 
which Transport Scotland in-
tend carrying out before mak-

-

ture. It has also queried how 
the plans to increase sailings 
and introduce additional ships 

ambitious targets for reducing 
carbon emissions. 

Although the plan refers to 
a separate review of procure-
ment practices, it also remains 
concerned that ‘unbundling’ 
some routes from the existing 
CHFS single package could 
leave communities with serv-
ices which lack resilience to 
breakdown or severe weather.  
Copies of the submission are 
available at www.david-mac-
brayne.co.uk/reports.

Newsdesk        
01770 302142

The ‘New’ 
Boot Shop

WALKING BOOTS
WATERPROOF & BREATHABLE

REGATTA  LADIES  - RRP - £55.00 OUR PRICE £27.50
REGATTA  GENTS  - RRP - £70.00 OUR PRICE £35.50

Berghaus - HI-TEC - Trespass
Welly Boots -  Socks -  Slippers - Adults & Kids 

– Shoes & Trainers

“compare our prices with the internet!”
NEW SLIPPERS IN STOCK

Open daily from 10.30am, come and enjoy our beautiful sea front 
location while enjoying morning coffee & cakes, a light bite or a 
fabulous lunch or dinner.

coffee & cakes  10.30am until 4.30pm
lunch 12pm until 2.30pm
snacks 12pm until 4.00pm
evening meals 5pm until 8.30pm 

Best scenery, Best service, Best value 

BEST WESTERN

Isle of Arran
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8-seater taxis available

Ardrossan Harbour to:

Glasgow Airport
£30.00

Prestwick Airport
£25.00

Return bookings and other 
prices on request.

-

-

Alex and Dave outside Arran’s new chippie, Hooked 
and Cooked. 02_b15fis01

Arran’s finest fish and 
chips – and much more 
at Hooked and Cooked

-
-

-

-

-
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Tim Pomeroy pictured 
with ‘Pod’ – one of four 
of his sculptures that 
will grace the grounds 
of Brodick Castle this 
summer.  

The Banner

Top quality fare as Brodick shop 
re-opens under new owners

HAVE YOUR SAY

Come along to the Local Housing Strategy Forum
North Ayrshire Council, Housing Services are holding the next Local Housing Strategy 
Forum on Friday 27 April 2012 at Ardeer Community Centre, Stevenston. The twice-
yearly forum acts as a sounding board for the ongoing development and implementation 
of the Local Housing Strategy’s Action Plan. It provides local residents and stakeholders
with the opportunity to discuss, agree or comment on a range of housing issues. 
The forum is free to attend, is open to everyone and will run from 10am until 
2pm. Lunch will be provided and Housing Services can also help individuals with 
travel arrangements.
If you wish to join the hundred or so tenants, residents, volunteers and 
professionals who attend the forum, please contact Caroline in the Development 
& Strategy Team on 01294 324031 prior to Wednesday 18 April. prior to Wednesday 18 April.

Hooked & Cooked of Arran

More than just a chippie

Opening hours. 7 days a week.

Mon - Thurs 7.30 am - 9.00 pm

Friday - 7.30 am - 11.00 pm

Saturday - 9.00 am - 11.00 pm

Sunday - 11.00 am - 9.00 pm

Breakfast rolls a speciality, egg, bacon, sausage etc from only £1.75

Also available teas / coffees, soft drinks, all to take away!

In a rush? Why not call your order through and we’ll have it hot 

and ready to collect exactly when you want it!

Finally - Arran has the chippie it deserves!

Telephone number: 01770 302656
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The Douglas Hotel has a new 
management team.

Manager Pascal van den 
Broek left the island on 
Wednesday with wife Olga 
and two daughters to start a 
new enterprise in the Spanish 
resort of Marbella.

Stepping into his shoes is 
Colin Smeeton who is the 
new general manager. 

Colin is joined by Charlene 
Boyle who is moving up 
from reception manager to 
operations manager.

Operations manager
Colin had been Douglas 

Hotel operations manager 
for a year and has lived and 
worked on the island for 10 
years.

He is originally from South 
Africa but has adopted Arran 
as his home. 

Colin said: ‘Having travelled 

Calling all Whiting Bay resi-
dents – the Improvements As-
sociation is hoping to hold a 
Village Tidy and Beach Clean 
on Sunday 22 April.

And they are looking for as 
many people as possible to 
come and lend a hand.

No age limit – if you can 
spare a few hours please come 
along to the Putting Green at 
11am.  

There is plenty to be done 
from litter picking, shelter re-
pairs, path clearing and beach 
cleaning.

If you know of a particular 
area requiring attention please 
let Liz Kennedy, chair of the 
Association know in advance 
by calling 700552.

Litter pickers and refuse 
sacks will be available, but 
please supply your own tools 
and rubber gloves.

A short meeting will follow 
the clean up.

Farewell Pascal 
as new team 
takes over at 
the Douglas 

Pascal van den Broek, right, with Colin Smeeton and 
Charlene Boyle in the piano room of the Douglas Hotel.   
02_b15pas01

extensively, there are few 
places as magical as Arran. 
Cape Town will always be 
special to me but Arran is 
one of those places that has a 
strong attraction for me. 

‘The rugged beauty, the 
sense of community and the 
friendly inhabitants are a 
winning combination.’ 

His enthusiasm for all 
things Scottish, including his 

Progress
Having worked his way up 

to management level in his 
last position on the island 
he immediately applied for 
a position when he saw the 
progress of the new hotel. 

Colin added: ‘With the 
stunning old building and 
the perfect location it is 
a pleasure working at the 
Douglas Hotel.

‘I am grateful for the 
opportunity that Sean Henry 
has given me and I look 
forward to maintaining and 
improving on the very high 
level of service and standards 
that the van den Broeks have 
set during their tenure.’

Experience
Charlene comes from 

Penicuik near Edinburgh and 
has been reception manager 
since the opening last June. She 
brings a wealth of experience 
from her previous position in 

is currently studying events 
management.

Colin said: ‘Every single 

Charlene’s organisational 
skills and when the position of 
operations manager became 
available she was the natural 
choice.’

Whiting     
Bay
needs
you

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/arranbanner
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One of Arran’s outstanding 
restaurants, eighteen69 at 
Auchrannie, has reopened for 
the 2012 season with an ex-

There will be a chance for the 
public to see the skills of the 
Spin Off group in Lamlash 
Church Hall on Thursday 19 
April.

Spin Off, the Arran Guild of 
Spinners, Weavers and Dy-
ers, have been holding their 
monthly meetings in Lamlash 
Church Hall since September 
last year.

They used to meet in mem-
bers’ houses, but the numbers 
have grown so much that they 
now meet in the church hall. 

New members have been 
made welcome, with much 
sharing of a wide range of 
textile skills, superb pot-luck 
lunches and lots of blether-

The 2012 military exercise 
Joint Warrior reported in the 
Banner three weeks ago has 
started.

This large-scale exercise off 
the west coast of Scotland 
commenced on Tuesday 10 
April but the main activity in 
the Clyde will be between 16 
– 26 April.

On Monday 16 April men 
of 3 Commando Brigade 
will be involved in an am-
phibious landing on Sannox 
beach. Ministry of Defence 
spokespersons say that the 
ground troops will not leave 
the beach area. Depending 
on the exercise scenario, this 
will be at some time between 
6am and 8pm.

This exercise involves 32 
naval vessels from eight 
countries. Leading the UK 

Items sought for Pirnmill auction 

Exercise Joint 
Warrior off the 
coast of Arran

HMS Bulwark, flagship for Exercise Joint Warrior in the 
Clyde.    b15bul01

and featured in the popular 
television series Warship. 

Also involved will be the 
aircraft carrier HMS Illus-
trious which was foremost 

in the 1986 exercise Purple 
Warrior and carried out the 

-
rines and military hardware 
from Bogarie and Glenscor-
rodale in the west of Arran.The eighteen69 team for 2012: from the left; Iain, Sam, Kat, Craig, Lewis, David, Jack 

and Sheila.     02_b15auch01

Exciting new menu at
top Arran restaurant

citing new menu.
Head chef Craig Beedie and 

his team have compiled a 
varied and imaginative menu 

with something for every-
one’s palate.

Last week the staff all had a 
tasting evening of the menu, 
and now Craig has added a 
few tweaks to give the per-

Specialises
Described by General Man-

dining, but not formal’ the 
restaurant deals with around 
40 covers an evening and spe-
cialises in freshly prepared 
and locally sourced produce. 

Children are made welcome 
and diners can take just one 
or two courses or go for the 
full a la carte menu.

-
get that we can run you home 
to most parts of the island 
as long as you pre-book our 
minibus.’

Pirnmill Village Association is looking for any unwanted 
items that you would be willing to donate to auction for vil-
lage funds. 

All money raised will go towards the building of a new foot-
bridge in the centre of the village. 

Any items big or small will be welcomed and larger items 
can be uplifted. 

Donated items can be dropped off at Pirnmill Village Hall 

Open day at Arran’s spinners, 
weavers and dyers

ing. The meetings are from 
10.30am to 3.30pm.

Spinning, weaving and dye-
ing techniques have all been 
on the programme this year, 
as well as knitting, braiding 
and felting.

The group will be holding 
their AGM on Thursday 19 
April in the morning, and 
there will be an exhibition of 

articles and work in progress, 
from 1.30pm to 3.30pm to 

which members of the public 
are warmly invited.

range of skills and abilities 
and there is always something 
to have a go at.

look, talk, and perhaps be-
come inspired to renew old 
skills or have a go at new 
ones.’ 

For more information con-

• Do you have a story for
The Arran Banner?
Call our reporters on                 

01770 302142

HOMESTYLES
Homestyles, Brodick   Tel:01770 302648

SENSATIONAL SPRING SAVERS
Flymo Lawnmowers from £49.99

B&D Strimmer from £19.99
Compost 3x60 ltr bags £10.00

Evergreen Complete 400m2  £21.99
Sandtex Masonry PBW 6ltr £26.99
Crown PBW 6ltr Matt Emul £16.99

Plus lots more instore specials
Carpet cleaner for hire

Parking available to rear

Summer Bridge
In Arran High
every Monday

6.30 for 6.45pm
starting 23 April
Phone 600900 

in advance if you 
need a partner

BIOMASS BOILERS
• Get paid to heat your home,

water and dairy!

• Potential income of £4,000 - £9,000.
Heating 1,500 Litres of water give a
yearly return of £6,115

• Payback periods range from 3-6 years

Contact 
Alistair Barr on 
07554 377491
abarranren@aol.co.uk

Approved MCS
Supplier and Installer 
for Solar PV & Biomass

NIC 2334

ABERDEEN
OBAR DHEATHAIN

GLASGOW
GLASCHU

EDINBURGH
DÙN ÈIDEANN

DUNDEE
DÙN DÈ

SCOTLAND
ALBA

Shetland College UHI
Colaiste Shealtainn UHI

Orkney College UHI
Colaiste Arcaibh UHI

North Highland College UHI
Colaiste na Gàidhealtachd a Tuath UHI

Moray College UHI
Colaiste Mhoireibh UHI

Lews Castle College UHI
Colaisde a’ Chaisteil UHI

Highland Theological College UHI
Colaiste Dhiadhachd na Gàidhealtachd UHI

Sabhal Mòr
Ostaig UHI

West Highland College UHI
Colaiste na Gàidhealtachd an lar UHI

Scottish Association for Marine Science UHI
Comann Saidheans Mara na h-Alba UHI

Perth College UHI
Colaiste Pheairt UHI

Argyll College UHI
Colaiste Earra-Ghàidheil UHI

Inverness College UHI
Colaiste Inbhir Nis UHI

ENGLAND
SASAINN

NAFC Marine Centre UHI
Ionad Mara NAFC UHI

Study at your   
local university

Ionnsaich aig an 
oilthigh ionadail
agad

Welcome to
our campus

Fàilte gu ar
n-àrainn

Apply now | Cuir a-steach an-dràsta:
www.ThinkUHI.com  0845 272 3600
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There will be a meeting for the villagers of Catacol 
and Lochranza on Thursday 19 April at the village 
hall, starting at 7pm.
All members of the villages should attend and ex-

press their concerns and interests. 

-
tain Festival events for 2012 
started last weekend with an 
Easter family ceilidh which 
proved to be a huge success!

The Arranach Band ensured 
everyone enjoyed a truly 
musical evening. There was 
an Easter bonnet competi-
tion, and there was essential 
fundraising with a lucky 
dip and the shove ha’penny 
(pound) game.

As ever, thanks go to the 

committee and its many sup-
porters for organising such a 
great fun event.

Thanks to the Book and 
Card Shop and Arran Active 
for selling advance tickets, 
and an extra-special thank-
you to James of Arran, 
Arran’s Chocolate Factory, to 
the Arran Distillery and the 
Co-op – without your sup-
port we wouldn’t have had 
any prizes!

Festival takes place between 

The full walks and evening 
events programme is on the 

-
mountainfestival.co.uk.

Pat retires
after 35 years 
teaching
as a schoolteacher.

Pupils, parents and teachers made a moving 
presentation to her in the sunny playground 
of Brodick Primary School.  She started her 

-
bride in 1967 before coming to Arran.

Pat said: ‘I worked as learning support or 
remedial teacher in Pirnmill and Whiting Bay 
Primaries and have been Acting Head in Cor-
rie and Pirnmill. 

An emotional Pat McMillan after receiving so many 
gifts.    02_b15pat02

Pat McMillan at her retirement presentation with pupils and teachers at Brodick 
Primary School.     02_b15pat01

They have all been good in their different 
ways. ‘I think it is one of the best jobs in the 
world – every year you get a new start with 
a new class of pupils and a chance to do bet-
ter.’

Pat has a large garden at Corriecravie that 
will keep her occupied in her retirement. 

donkeys in the garden – and the kettle is al-
ways on the stove!’

Arran
Mountain
Festival host 
successful
Easter event

Lochranza and Catacol meeting



press policy
WE AT The Arran Banner do our utmost to make sure that all our reports 
are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on occasion, mistakes 
can occur in the hectic process of producing a local newspaper.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in print. 
The 

Arran Banner, Brodick, Arran giving your day-time telephone number 
where possible. 

This statement of policy will appear on this page every week along with 

The Arran Banner adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s Code 
of Conduct.  The views expressed in The Arran Banner are not necessarily 
those of the The Oban Times Group.

your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 
words in length for publication on this page. The 
editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses 
must be supplied, including on e-mails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime telephone number is also 
required for verification. Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact telephone number will not 
be printed. Please write or fax to: Letters Page, The 
Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran. 
E-mail editor@arranbanner.co.uk

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Arran
Deliveries
Glasgow Depot
Arran Deliveries
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow G14 OHB

Arran Deliveries
The Parcel Point
Harbour Road, 
Ardrossan
North Ayrshire 
KA22 8BZ

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
Daily collection throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and surrounding districts

Tel: 01475 676 255
Fax: 01294 469 492

Open Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm
Accepting goods destined 
for the island

We deliver the goods
not excuses
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Credit to the club 
Sir,

service career, has made 
many press responses to 
some very varied and tragic 
incidents throughout Britain I 
should like to compliment the 
Arran RFC captain, Niall Mc-
Master on his measured and 
very appropriate comments 
so soon after last Saturday’s 
terrible accident in Brodick 
as quoted in The Herald (09 
April 2012). 

I believe that at a very dif-

showed a considerable de-
gree of maturity and were a 
great credit to both the Arran 
RFC and the young people of 
Arran when sometimes they 
are unjustly on the receiving 
end of criticism. 

Yours,
Neil Arthur
Broombrae
Kilpatrick

Road safety for all
Sir,
Sharing Arran’s Roads Safe-
ly.

The above initiative is high-
ly commendable and con-
gratulations are offered to all 
those involved.

It is to be hoped that all road 
users, be they cyclists, walk-
ers, horse riders, visitor and 
local alike will take heed of 
the advice given in the leaf-
let, resulting in safer roads for 
everyone.

Let’s not forget that every-
one has a responsibility to 
keep themselves and other 
road users safe by ensuring 
that they are visible to driv-
ers and others at the greatest 
possible distance ie. wearing 

wearing the correct protec-
tive gear at all times such as 
riding hats/helmets, properly 
fastened.

Remember also, it is equally 
important not only to be seen, 
but also to see and hear traf-

using mobiles and listening 
to Iplayers etc is a safer prac-
tice.

Horse riders please remem-
ber the Highway Code relates 
to you too – in particular: -

Before you take a horse on 
to a road, you should - ensure 

condition and make sure you 
can control the horse

Always ride with other, less 
nervous horses if you think 
that your horse will be ner-

horse without both a saddle 
and bridle.

Never ride more than two 

on narrow or busy roads and 
when riding round bends.

We look forward to sharing 
Arran’s roads in a safe and re-
sponsible manner.

Yours,
Liz Kennedy
Secretary
Arran Riding Club 

Why no Arran 
cheese?
Sir,
My friends and I have just 
spent three glorious days on 
Arran.

The weather was wonderful 
and I could show off my fa-
vourite place in the world in 
all her glory.

We stayed at Auchrannie 
which was excellent. 

However, coming from 
Lockerbie we were sur-

-
ing Lockerbie cheese and 
not cheese from Torrylinn 
Creamery as I would have 
expected.

I bought the Banner and 
what popped out? 

Hopefully on our next visit to 
Auchrannie, Torrylinn cheese 
will be on the platter.

Yours,
Susan Hyslop
Torlinn Garret
Lockerbie

Not a cycle track
Sir,
When the Brodick to Corrie 
multi-user path is constructed 

-
tion where users will be faced 
with a considerable climb 
over National Trust property.

Great fun if you are strong 
and on a mountain bike, but 
most users will be walkers and 
novice, vulnerable cyclists. 
Mr Levinthal continuously 
refers to a ‘cycle track’.

It is a multi-user path for 
people walking with prams, 
dogs and children, with cy-
clists in the minority.

This gap in the path is where 

fatalities have occurred. Peo-
ple will simply return to the 
main road rather than face 
this climb. 

The road will have more ve-

and so the risk of further ac-
cidents will increase.

If the National Trust does 
not see sense and permit the 
building of the preferred low 
level route, then a further fa-
tality must result in the sack-
ing of a senior National Trust 

of the Scottish Government 
to create the preferred safe 
route.

Yours,
Colin Guthrie 
Braeside
Brodick

Poppy Scotland
Sir,
Over the past eight years I 
have had the privilege and 
pleasure to serve Brodick as 
the representative of Poppy 
Scotland.

During that time, year on 
year, our collection has grown 
and the generosity of visitors 
and residents of Brodick has 
been outstanding.

I am now standing and 
handing over to Jill Bunyan 
of Brodick who has shown 
a desire to be involved with 
Poppy Scotland, as was her 
dad Billy Dickie many years 
ago.

I wish Jill all the best and 
thank you all for your support 
in the past.

Yours,
Alan Milligan
Glen Avenue
Brodick

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/arranbanner

Winning wacky racers Isabella Reid, Megan, Freya and 
Kyle McNicol and James Reid with their egg prizes.    
b15cas11

Easter bonnet competition judge Maureen Moore got 
into the spirit with her own bonnet.     02_b15cas03

integral role at the heart of Arran’s community.
Whether they are hotels or shops, food producers or 

tradesmen and building companies; Arran’s family busi-
nesses form the backbone of the island. 

When you stop to count them, there are an incredible 
number of businesses that have been run by the same fam-
ily for generations. In some cases we now see the third or 
fourth generation of a family taking charge. 

The Gilmore family have been running the Ormidale Ho-
tel in Brodick for nearly 80 years. Incredibly the hotel is 
now in the hands of the fourth generation as Laura Gil-
more, the original owner’s great granddaughter, has just 
taken over.  Few people will remember Tom and Anna Gil-
more who bought the Ormidale as a private house in 1935 
and then opened it as a private hotel.

But what people will recognise is that over the past eight 
decades the Ormidale has become one of Arran’s most well 
known hotels – talked about all over the world.

There is undoubtedly something reassuring about a busi-
ness that has been in the hands of one family for years.

And crucially these families are giving their young peo-
ple a chance to run a successful business.

young couple could afford to buy a hotel or grocery shop, 
let alone a home on Arran. So by inheriting a business from 
their parents, the next generation is being given a good 
start in life. And it is this injection of young blood that 
will hopefully keep these successful businesses running 
for many generations to come. 

Well, the busy summer season has begun in earnest this 
week after a very hectic Easter weekend.

The island was bustling with people visiting for the holi-
days and it was reassuring to see the ferries so busy.

The Arran Rugby Sevens tournament on Saturday was 
one of the best attended yet with 14 teams competing 
throughout the day and hundreds of spectators watching 
the action.

Easter at Brodick Castle is always a popular event and 
this year’s was no exception – despite the rain!

Youngsters queued up to take part in the wacky races and 
there were lots of wonderful entries in the Easter bonnet 
competition that made it a perfect family day out. 

There have been concerns that tourist numbers might fall 
this year as the recession continues to bite.

of the usual tourists in the coming months as well as people 

Jesus said: ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not 
be afraid. Trust in God, trust also in Me.’ (John 14:1)
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Easter Sunday 
fun and games 
at the castle

The wacky races demand 
a high degree of co-
ordination for teams of 
four.    02_b15cas01

Easter Sunday at Brodick Castle has become 
something of an institution.

There is fun and games for all the family 
with an Easter theme running through the 
whole afternoon. 

From egg decorating to Easter egg hunts, 
wacky races on the lawn and duck derby, 
splat the rat and of course the highlight of the 

day with an Easter bonnet competition, there 
is non-stop entertainment for adults and chil-
dren.

Car park full
By 2pm the car park was full and vehicles 

were being parked all along the driveway. 
Overcast skies and rainy conditions did noth-
ing to foil the fun this year.

The McNicol clan got into gear to win this race.     02_b15cas02

A line-up of the young Easter bonnet competition entrants.    02_b15cas04

Hannah Wilson from 
Edinburgh won a prize 
for her leafy woodland 
bonnet.     02_b15cas06

Anneliese Murray from 
Leeds won the senior 
bonnet class, following up 
her victory in the junior 
class three years ago.     
02_b15cas07

Rebecca Lauren won a 
prize for egg painting.     
02_b15cas08

James Driver from the 
Cotswolds won the under 
six years class with his 
painted egg.    02_b15cas09 

Kate Murray of Leeds with 
her prize for painted egg.    
02_b15cas10

These two young ladies 
struggled to come to grips 
with the three-legged 
race.    02_b15cas12

3

Have your say on 3 May

Council Elections will be held on 3 May 2012. 

To take part you must be 

registered to vote.
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An evening 
with sculptor 
Tim Pomeroy

Do children understand
the reason for Easter?

Rev Elizabeth Watson who celebrated 30 years of 
ministry at Whiting Bay and Kildonan Church this 
month.      b15wat01 

Rev Elizabeth Watson tells of 
the gathering at Kings Cross 
to celebrate Easter sunrise 
and examines the reason for 
Easter.

‘For the 30th time, over 40 

haved dogs gathered at King
scross at 6.20am to welcome 
another Easter morning. 

grandfather who wanted to 

he saw his granddaughter 

friends, he asked them: ‘Who 

One of the little girls said: 

swer was no better: ‘No, no, 

At that point, the grandfather 

in the grave. 

front of the opening. And 
the guards went to sleep. On 

big earthquake and the stone 

encouraged that the little girl 
knew so much of the Easter 

‘When the earthquake hap
pened, the entire town came 

Part of the story
‘And if Jesus came out and 

there would be six more 

eral thinks much of Christmas 

‘But Easter is the supreme 

because the resurrection of 
Christ answers the deepest 
and most profound ques
tions of human beings. East
er meets us underneath the 
surface, where we live and 
wonder and ponder the great 
issues of life. Death is sober

‘No wonder the Bible calls 

answers the question of death. 
Easter tells us that death can 

death has been defeated and 

‘Easter has all the answers 

On the evening of March 

an illustrated talk in the Or

After recounting the slow 

career took shape over some 

via varied stints teaching and 
lecturing, to his emergence as 

describe the various projects 

Tim Pomeroy with Arran Civic Trust committee member 
Caroline Fleming.    b15tim01

and commissions in which he 
has been involved. 

As he talked, those present 
gained fascinating and valu
able insights into the crea

of inspiration in, for example, 

objects as string), and the 

of working with materials 
such as granite and bronze.

trated throughout with photo
graphs.

It would take too long here 
to cite all the examples of 

ered, but the audience will 

note of local examples, such 
as the fascinating sculptures 
in Merkland Wood, and some 

Glasgow. 

ing account of the technical 
feat involved in drilling a 

It was interesting to learn 
that the commissioning of 
this font was suggested to 

With other commissions for 
such patrons as the Duke of 
Devonshire, Carnoustie Golf 

reputation has spread well be

fortunate to be his base.

Our specialists will be travelling in your 
area the week commencing 23 April 
offering free valuations with a view to 
selling in our forthcoming auctions.

Items of interest include: jewellery, silver, 
paintings, books, furniture, works of art, 
clocks, rugs, ceramics, glass, whisky, arms 
and armour and Asian and sporting art.

Enquiries & Appointments
0141 223 8866
susan.bouwens@bonhams.com

Anne Redpath (1895-1965)
Poppies and Daisies (detail)
£50,000 - 70,000 to be sold on 19 April
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A rich tradition of 
family businesses 
on Arran
Family businesses learning to adapt and thriving
For family-owned businesses, the statistics are 
daunting - only about 30 percent survive beyond 
the founder’s generation, and just 12 percent make 
it to a third.

But here on Arran we have a wealth of family run 
businesses that incredibly have reached, in some 
cases, the third and fourth generations. 

For this small-business guide, we talked to the owners 
of several businesses that have beaten the odds. 

From those conversations, we identified a few traits 
that the survivors seem to share: a willingness 
to reinvent, a belief that family members are not 
entitled to employment, a focus on succession and 
an openness to seeking outside help.

Arran Dairies

35 years as a family business 
proudly supplying Arran with
Local Milk from Arran Farms
Award Winning Arran Dairy 

Ice Cream
All Products to Catering and 

Retail Trade
(Kids! Have you remembered to 

enter your label design for a chance 
to win your height in ice cream?)

Arran Dairies
Arran has a long tradition of artisan food production, and many 
of the companies involved in the manufacture of our quality food 
and drink are still family owned and operated. 

One of these is Arran Dairies on Market Road in Brodick, which 
was started by Brodick farmer Russell Dobson and his wife Sheila 
in 1978 and was transferred wholly to his son Alastair in 2000.

Russell’s decision to establish the company came at a time when 
many farmers were still selling their own milk.

With pasteurisation becoming a necessity you could no longer 
sell milk at the farm gate and in order to keep Arran milk for Arran 
people Russell realised an island dairy was the only way forward.

With the backing of a number of Arran farmers as well as grants 
from Highlands and Islands Development Board towards the cost 
of a pasteurising plant, the dairies now sell three quarters of a 
million litres of milk a year.

In the early 1980s Alastair left the farm to study at Auchincruive 
Agricultural College and came back to the island at 22 to help 
develop the Arran Dairies business.

In those days they just had Charlie Todd doing pasteurising and 
deliveries.

Now the dairy has a staff of around 17 local people and Alastair’s 
children Hannah, Ross and Matthew help out during the holidays.  

In 1982 they diversified further into frozen foods and now also do 
a range of fresh fruit and vegetables and chilled food.

And in the past decade it’s the Arran Dairies Ice Cream that has 
captured the hearts of the customers.

The business was transferred to Alastair in 2008 and has 
continued to grow.

One of his greatest achievements is A Taste of Arran, which brings 
together 11 premier food and drink producers from the island, 
and acts as the single point for sales, marketing and distribution.

Looking to the future, the company want to further promote 
Arran food and encourage islanders to ‘buy local’ in a bid to not 
only enjoy fresher, tastier products but also to help boost the 
local economy. 

Alastair Dobson took on the Arran Dairies business from his father and now his 

children Hannah and Matthew are getting involved too. 

The Arran Butcher
For 48 years the much-loved tiny butcher shop in Lochranza has 
served the northend community of Arran and the business has 
recently undergone a very exciting expansion. 

Hugh McKinnon opened the butchers in 1964 and while the shop 
serviced Lochranza, he purchased a travelling shop and was able 
to expand, covering the northend from Pirnmill round to Corrie. 

In June 1986, his son David joined the business as an apprentice 
butcher where he served his time between college in Ayr and 
working in the shop.  

Not only did they supply the local community, they also were 
able to supply yachtsman anchoring in Lochranza Bay. 

In 2008, Hugh decided to semi-retire and David stepped into his 
dad’s shoes, taking over the day to day running of HB McKinnon, 
Lochranza.  

Two years ago David met Dawn, originally from Glasgow, and in 
August last year they were married on the island at the beautiful 
church in Lochranza.

Donald Galbraith’s butchers shop in Blackwaterfoot was for sale 
and with the aid of both their families, the couple managed to 
purchase this business, which they took over in August last year. 

By amalgamating the two businesses, they rebranded to become 
The Arran Butcher.  David and Dawn now live in Blackwaterfoot 
and are looking forward to developing their business, continuing 
to serve the people and businesses of Arran. 

They currently have two vans and a mobile shop, which will soon 
be covering the whole of the island, and they can also deliver 
direct to your door.  

David McKinnon with his dad Hugh who started the family butcher business back in 

1964.
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58
and
STILL
GREAT!

A complimentary 
birthday drink for all 
our loyal customers

available from 
5pm until 6pm

Happy
Birthday 
Kinloch!

Come and celebrate 
our birthday on 

Saturday 
21st April.

The
original and still the best

Brodick 01770 302293   www.ormidale-hotel-co.uk

BRAND NEW MENU FOR 2012
Home cooked food served 6 – 9pm 

Lunches from 12.30 – 2.30pm Sat/Sun 

Malt Whiskies    Children and dogs welcome
WHAT’S ON THIS WEEK

Friday – Rock Disco – 10pm
Saturday – Tommy’s over 21s Disco – 10pm

Sunday – Live Music Session – 9pm
Tuesday – Trev’s Pop Music Quiz – 9pm

Wednesday – Live Music – 9pm
Thursday – Famous Pub Quiz –9pm

Real Ale (Recommended CAMRA Good Beer Guide)
No bar meals this Saturday night (14th April) due to Rugby Club dinner.

The Old Byre Showroom
The Old Byre Showroom and Shop in Machrie is one of Arran’s 
oldest established family businesses and it’s thriving more than 
45 years after it first opened. 

John and Iris Mansfield started the business in 1967 and it was 
taken over by their daughter Lorna 30 years later.

In the early days, John and Iris farmed and sold a few sheepskin 
rugs from the house until it became so busy that they decided 
that instead of housing cows, the old byre next to the farmhouse 
would be better used as a shop.

Since taking the helm, Lorna has continued to expand the 
Old Byre business, which includes the newly refurbished Byre 
at Brodick and the ongoing complete redevelopment of the 
Auchencar site. 

The impressive new shop and restaurant will be opening in the 
next month, further cementing the reputation of this well-
respected family business. 

Both the Old Byre and the Byre at Brodick stock new and exciting 
clothing ranges not found on the high street. 

These include Seasalt, Seasalt nippers, Mistral, Eribe and Harley 
of Scotland knitwear.

In 2008, Lorna’s husband Hamza opened up a popular coffee 
shop at Auchencar and now the couple are excited about the 
opening of the newly built Café Thyme. 

Using his hand-built Turkish wood-burning oven, Hamza will be 
baking homemade breads and pizzas, together with delicious 
lunches, homemade cakes and great coffee. 

Also licensed, you can enjoy a glass of wine while admiring the 
spectacular views of the Druid standing stone, also replicated in 
the stunning stained glass window.

The Old Byre Showroom may be a little off the beaten track 
but it is a superb example of a family business adapting and 
flourishing in the 21st century.  

The Kinloch Hotel 
For 58 years The Kinloch Hotel and its owners, the Crawford 
family, have been at the centre of the Blackwaterfoot 
community.

Over the course of six decades the hotel has grown and 
prospered and become one of Arran’s most popular hotels. 

In 1954 Lawrence Crawford and his mother May came to the 
island and leased the Kinloch Guest House.

They were so successful that after two years they were able to 
buy the business.

Ten years steady growth saw Lawrence’s younger brother Robin 
leave the army to join the family business.

The business grew year on year with a programme of continual 
improvements that included the first public swimming pool on 
the island in 1971.

In the mid 1980s Lawrence’s oldest son Robbie joined the family 
firm, continuing to work with his father and uncle to expand the 
business before becoming a partner in 1989.

Sadly Robin Crawford died suddenly in May 1999, putting more 
responsibility on to Robbie who went on to make the hotel a 
limited company.

These days the Kinloch is one of Arran’s most popular venues 
for weddings and events and is much-loved by the island wide 
community.

Robbie’s own children are also now helping out making it the 
third generation to be involved.

Asked what makes the Kinloch so special Robbie and his 
wife Barbara said that it’s the family friendly welcome that is 
extended to everyone.

‘We treat all our staff as if they were part of the family too,’ said 
Robbie. ‘And I think that’s why we come across as such a great 
place to visit.’ 

Ormidale Hotel 
Many Arran hotels and restaurants change owners on a regular 
basis, but the Ormidale in Brodick has been in the Gilmore family 
for 77 years.

Incredibly the hotel is now in the hands of the fourth generation 
as Laura Gilmore, the original owner’s great granddaughter, has 
just taken over. 

Tom and Anna Gilmore bought the large property as a house in 
1935 and then opened it as a private hotel. 

Their grandson, well-known local personality Tommy Gilmore took 
over the licence in 1976 following the death of his father Fisher.

When Fisher Gilmore returned from war service he married his 
wife Betty in 1947. 

They took over the Ormidale from Fisher’s parents and in 1951 
got a full licence for the first time.

The first bar was in the lounge, and Fisher Gilmore built the 
current bar in 1956.

He added the sun lounge, widely known as the glasshouse, in 
1960.

Tommy and his wife Barbara have made the Ormidale renowned 
for live entertainment and good bar food and this is something 
his daughter Laura and her husband Trevor don’t want to 
change. 

The discos in the Victorian conservatory have become a bit of an 
institution with both visitors and the people who live here and 
they will continue to attract people from all across the island. 

Laura said that they have made a few small changes – the menu 
has been revamped and an online booking system has been 
introduced via their new website as they begin to modernise the 
hotel from the inside out.

But one thing that can never change is the warm and friendly 
welcome extended to everyone at the Ormidale Hotel by the 
entire Gilmore family. 

Iris Mansfield is pictured with her daughter Lorna, son-in-law Hamza and grandsons 

Archie and Gregor at the site of the new Old Byre Showroom and Café Thyme. 

Lawrence Crawford and his wife Jan, left, with son Robbie and his wife Barbara, the 

current owners of The Kinloch Hotel.  

Tommy and Barbara Gilmore have handed over the running of The Ormidale Hotel to 

daughter Laura and her husband Trevor. 
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A&C Cameron 
Blackwaterfoot Post Office

A&C Cameron 
 Garage

General & Specialist 
Groceries

Great Selection of 
Beer, Wines & Spirits

Fresh Island Bakery 
Products Daily

Fruit & Veg

Cash Machine & 
Phone Top-ups

Loads of Delicious 
Sweeties

Postcards, Cards & 
Stationery

Cold Filled Rolls 
Made To Order

Hot Drinks & Porridge 
To Takeaway

Arran Butcher Hot 
Pies & Sausage Rolls

Home Delivery & 
‘You Shop, We Drop’ 
Service Available

Full Workshop Service 
& Repair
Class 4 MOT Test 
Station
Diagnostics,
Tyres, Exhausts & 
Windscreens
Petrol & Diesel Fuel 
Sales
Large Selection of Oils 
& Lubricants

Hydraulic Hose Repairs 
& Manufacture
Pick-up & Delivery 
Service Available
5 & 7 Seat Car Hire
Coal, Gas & Peat 
Delivered
SCA Lambs Milk, SCA 
Working Dog Food & 
Bailer Twine
Mower Blades & Shear 
Bolts

Telephone: 01770 860220
Email: blackwaterfoot-po@live.co.uk

Telephone: 01770 860277
Fax: 01770 860285

Camerons of Blackwaterfoot  
The Cameron family of Blackwaterfoot have been running two very 
successful businesses at the heart of the Shiskine Valley for nearly 
30 years.

Christine and Angus Cameron bought the grocers shop on the 
Brae 27 years ago and they created a store that sells everything 
you could ever need.

Fifteen years after taking over the shop, Angus took on the 
Blackwaterfoot garage a little further up the hill. 

And in the years that have followed it has become one of Arran’s 
busiest garages. 

Angus and Christine are now enjoying their recent retirement 
under the Portuguese sun, while their children Colin and Nicola 
have taken over the family business.

Nicola said that when her parents decided to retire it seemed like 
the natural thing for her and husband Darren to take over.

For Colin the adjustment hasn’t been quite as big as he has worked 
with his dad since leaving school and for the past few years he’s 
taken control of things at the garage. 

The only change for Colin is that he is now also running the Arran 
Soft Drinks business as well as the busy garage. 

Since taking over the shop three months ago Nicola has continued 
to run the successful store but has added some new services too 
like ‘You Shop, We Drop’ facility.

This had proved extremely useful for Shiskine’s farming community 
during the busy lambing time as the farmers often can’t get out to 
the shop during opening hours. 

Nicola is also continuing to provide the Post Office services to 
Lochranza on Tuesday and Friday mornings and to Kildonan on 
Mondays and Thursdays.

Both Colin and Nicola agreed that they have been overwhelmed 
by the support of the local community, which proves just how 
important these two businesses are to the people of Arran.  

Wooleys of Arran
For 27 years Wooleys of Arran have been tantalising the tastebuds 
of island residents with their delicious rolls, scrumptious oatcakes 
and mouth-watering homebaked cakes and biscuits.

Lindsay Keir bought the Brodick bakery in 1985, but there has 
actually been a bakery on that site since the 1830s.

For 25 years Lindsay and his family have worked hard to expand 
the range of goods in his bakery and the famous oatcakes are now 
legendary around the world.

Four years ago son Matthew joined the family business and 
Lindsay believes it has been vital to inject some new life into the 
production – as well as now being able to avoid the crazy 5am 
starts.   

In an average week Matthew and his assistants will produce 
around 80,000 oatcakes in the bakery and there are rolls, breads, 
cakes and other baked goods to produce on top of that. 

‘It’s been great working with dad,’ said Matthew. ‘I never planned to 
join the family business but growing up we all helped out during 
the holidays so I knew what it was like.’ 

At the moment Matt is the only one of his siblings involved in the 
business but he hopes his sister Vivien may join their team some 
day.

But until then he has plenty to keep him occupied with plans to 
expand the bakery’s range of biscuits this year in order to sell them 
in high-end supermarkets. 

Late last year they also opened an outlet in Lamlash which sells all 
the same items as the Brodick shop. 

And they are also excited to announce that later this summer the 
oatcakes will be sold in boxes designed on the island by Graham 
Chappell rather than the traditional cellophane packets with the 
swing ticket labels. 

County Carpets 
As a family business of 40 years standing County Carpets has 
become the first stop for islanders whether they are refurbishing a 
50-bedroom hotel or a small domestic kitchen. 

Harry Wilkinson started up a shop selling DIY and building supplies 
in 1971 in what was an old garage on Whiting Bay’s seafront.

The shop was crammed full of everything for the home from paint, 
tools and flooring to garden benches hanging from the roof. 

A few years down the line he extended the shop to make three 
separate units that housed the DIY store, a grocery shop and a 
home furnishings shop.

There was even the His ‘n’ Hers hairdressers through the back! 

Eventually the DIY business was sold and Harry converted the grocery 
shop into the flooring and furniture business we all know today.

Son Tim had been working with his dad for years during holidays 
so when he left school in 1988 it seemed natural for him to join the 
business full-time after completing his apprenticeship at college.

Colin Cameron and his sister Nicola have taken over the family 

businesses from the parents Angus and Christine.

Tim Wilkinson and his family at County Carpets have been serving the island now 

for 40 years.  

In 2000 Harry retired and the business was handed on to Tim.

County Carpets now employs seven local people and Tim has 
expanded to cover the mainland as well as Arran.

With his team of four carpet layers he can tackle any job – big or 
small.  

Over the years the business has broadened to incorporate a wide 
range of quality furniture and blinds, supplied and delivered to 
order. 

The Whiting Bay shop carries a large selection of all the products 
and further samples can be obtained in a few days. 

With the advent of the internet, businesses such as County Carpets 
are now faced with thousands of competitors – but Tim is adamant 
that his continued success in this market is due not only to the 
quality of their service but also to the personal touch that the 
company has always seen as an integral part of the relationship 
between them and the customer. 

Matthew Keir is working with his dad Lindsay to expand the 

historic Wooleys of Arran brand.



WIN!
A four night stay for 

two in South Lakeland

Worth £500

Terms & conditions:  The prize is based on two people sharing a double or twin room, bed and breakfast only, subject to availability. The prize must be taken 

may be asked to take part in publicity and may appear in a Wyvex Media publication and website. This competition is not open to Wyvex Media and Abbey 
House Hotel employees and their families.  This competition is open to readers of other Wyvex Media publications. 

4
TOKEN FOUR

Here is the last token to be 
collected, token four.
To enter, simply send us your four tokens that 
you have been collecting for the past few weeks, 
answer the question below, complete the entry 
form and post it to Wyvex Media, Abbey House 
Comp, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Entries 
must be received by Monday, April 23, 2012. 

Wyvex Media has 
teamed up with Abbey 

House to offer two lucky 
readers the chance 
to enjoy a wonderful 

four night stay for two 
at the hotel, bed and 

breakfast. Plus, winners 
will receive a glass 
of champagne and 

afternoon tea on arrival.

TWO TO GIV

EAW
AY

!

award winning Abbey House Hotel. Designed by world renowned architect, Sir 
Edwin Lutyens, the hotel is set in 14 acres of stunning grounds, with 61 individually 
designed bedrooms to suit every taste.

Answer .................................................................................................................
Name....................................................................................................................
Address ................................................................................................................
..........................................................Postcode....................................................
Telephone.........................................Email ..........................................................

Tick here to receive special offers and news from Abbey House Hotel
Wyvex Media would like to send you special offers and details of our forthcoming promotions.  
If you would prefer not to receive information from us please tick here.

I am a subscriber        Every week        2-3 times a month        Once a month        1-2 times each season        Never

REMEMBER
TO INCLUDE 

YOUR 4 
TOKENS

QUESTION: Which world renowned architect designed Abbey House Hotel?
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The 2012 Arran Rugby Sevens tournament 
was won by Ardrossan Rugby Club, one of 
the 12 mainland teams who had travelled the 
least distance to get here.

Altogether 14 teams competed in 19 matches 
for the Arran Society of Glasgow Cup which 
was lifted by Ardrossan after they beat last 
year’s winners, Marr Rugby Club, in a hard 

Each of the 14 teams played at least two 

Ardrossan lift 
Arran Rugby 
Sevens Cup

The Arran senior sevens team.     02_b15rug02

round losers going on to compete for the John 
Robertson Shield. 

The shield was won by the Arran Senior 
sevens team who beat Buchan Broncos in the 

The cold day was made more bearable by 
the steady supply of over 700 burgers from 
the girls on the barbecue and a reliable bar 
service in the beer tent.

A popular musical interlude was provided 

Ardrossan, winners of the Arran Rugby sevens tournament 2012.     02_b15rug04

Ben Tattersfield heads for the line for one 
of Arran’s tries in their 41 – nil win over 
Galloway Hawks.     02_b15rug05

Liam Boal of the Arran President’s team.    
02_b15rug07
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Marr Rugby Club, last year’s winners and losing finalists this year to Ardrossan.    
02_b15rug03

Some of the newer members of Arran Pipe Band entertained at the Rugby Sevens.     
02_b15rug12

Kyle Barbour of the 
Arran President’s seven 
is tackled by Arran’s 
Nicky Emsley, playing 
for Stirling University.     
02_b15rug06

Iain Bayne makes a break for the 
President’s seven.    02_b15rug08

Danny Head in a fetching shade of pale 
blue, playing for Fish Pie against Buchan 
Broncos.    02_b15rug09

A powerful Ardrossan team (in white) held off Marr to win the Arran Rugby Sevens 
final and the Arran Society of Glasgow Cup.     02_b15rug10

The Rugby Sevens burger girls juggling their buns at a 
busy burger stall.    02_b15rug11

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/arranbanner

Kilmory Hall & 
Bunkhouse

OPEN NIGHT
Thursday 19th April

6.30pm – 9.30pm
Come along and look 
round the Bunkhouse 
and Hall –see what 
facilities we have to 
offer for group and 
activity holidays.

Arran RFC 
Awards Dinner

Saturday 14 April
Ormidale Hotel, 

Brodick
7.00pm for 7.30pm 

Tickets £25 
Buses home to 

Shiskine and Southend
Phone Murray Boal 

07860 810388
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THIS MONTH IN 
SCOTTISH FIELD...
HAVING AN 
OBAN BALL -
Joy Dunlop 
on why 
Argyll is 
unbeatable
READ...
STUNNING 
RECIPES 
FROM NICK 
NAIRN
The 
legendary 
Fitzroy Maclean
SET LOOSE THE MOOSE
Stunning images of 
Scotland’s lighthouses 
DOUGIE VIPOND ON THE 
COUCH
Attadale’s beautiful gardens
WHY OUR RIVERS WILL SOON BE 
TEEMING WITH SALMON AGAIN

SUBSCRIBE
TODAY...
AND RECEIVE FREE 
TICKETS TO DUNTREATH 
CASTLE GARDEN SHOW OR 

3 HELLEBORES

THE MOOSE

WIN£255 RMWilliamsBoots

www.scottishfield.co.uk

Ring Ouzel spotted in Glen Sannox.     b15bir02

United Auctions had forward 2,436 store cattle, cast cows
and 4,362 prime hoggs and ewes at their Stirling Agricultural
Centre.

Cattle prices:
Charolais cross bullocks £975, 245p Hawthorne; £880, 253p

Moor; £890, 250p Creagraineach.
Limousin cross bullocks £980, 246p Creagraineach; £795,

267p Balgowan.
Aberdeen Angus cross bullocks £720, 279p Glenkiln.
Charolais cross heifers £830, 239p Hawthorn; £750, 233p

Moor; Creagraineach; £700, 222p Creagraineach.
Limousin cross heifers £930 Tighanfraoch; £630, 220p Bal-

gowan; Aberdeen Angus cross heifers £535, 212p Glenkiln.
Cast Cows £1,095, 153p Cairnhouse.
Sheep prices:
Suffolk cross hoggs £92 Altgolath; Mule hoggs £89 Alt-

golath; BF hoggs £76.50 Altgolath.

Arran livestock sales

Canada Geese as seen at Cleats, Port-na-lochan and Kildonan.    b15bir01

Spring is here, and hopefully
by now you will have seen

It is an exciting time of year
awaiting the arrival of all of
our summer visitors and see-
ing the last of our winter visi-
tors leaving.

After a gloomy dreich start
to the month, an anticyclone
sat over Scotland for the
second half bringing unsea-
sonably warm dry air from

Awaiting the 
arrival of 
more migrants

Bird Notes by Jim Cassels
the continent with day tem-
peratures reaching around 20
degrees. Overall March was
generally settled and dry with
around a third of the rain of
February and around half the
rain of March 2011.

The settled spell encour-

the spring migrants.

Chiffchaff were heard in
Kiscadale and in Cladach on
22nd.  Two male and a female
Wheatear were seen on the
shore by Shannochie on 25th

and a single Sand Martin was
in Sliddery on 25th. These
dates are a few days later than
the 2011 arrival dates.

Our summer visitors should
continue to arrive in April.
Look out for Swallow, House
Martin, Willow Warbler,
White Wagtail, Sandwich
Tern, Common Sandpiper,
and, who knows, perhaps
even Cuckoo – a sound of
summer.

Other migrants passing
through included a female
Merlin on Cleats Shore on
11th and a pair of Ring Ouzel
in Glen Sannox on 28th. Ring
Ouzel breed in the higher re-
gions of western and central
Europe often in gullies, rocky
areas or scree slopes.

Ringing information reveals
these migrants travel further
to the west in spring than in
autumn.

In March, winter visitors
were still present including: a
Glaucous Gull at Thunderguy
on 3rd, a Bar-tailed Godwit
at Shannochie also on 3rd, a

-
fare and Redwing at Balm-
ichael on 4th, a Greenshank at
Clauchlands on 8th, 15 Pink-
footed Geese at Shiskine on
10th, a pair of Goldeneye at
Catacol on 14th, 19 Wigeon
at Machriewaterfoot on 17th,
250 Greylag Geese in Black-
waterfoot on 19th and 36
Whooper Swans at Sandbraes
on 24th.

Other sightings included
Magpie and Canada Geese.
For different reasons neither

of these species would be
broadly welcomed on Arran.

The much-maligned Mag-
pie may be common on the
adjacent mainland, but it is
a vagrant on Arran. One in
Sannox on 31st

record on Arran since one at
Port-na-Lochan on 11 June
2011. Before 2008 there were
only seven records in the pre-
vious 25 years. There were no
records for 2010.

There were three March re-
ports of Canada Geese, four
on Cleats Shore on 13th, two
at Port-na-Lochan on 22nd and

th.
-

troduced to the UK in 1665, as
an addition to the waterfowl
collection of King Charles
II at St James’ Park. This in-
troduced species from North
America has successfully
spread to cover most of the

and are often regarded as a
nuisance in areas where large
numbers occur on amenity
grassland and parks.

In winter there are estimated
to be around 190,000 in the
UK. Last year on Arran there

when four goslings were seen
in Sliddery/Corriecravie.
Spring is a great time to be
birding, as most birds are

getting on with the business
of breeding.  This involves
attracting a mate by song,
courtship display and ritu-

building, and generally estab-
lishing relationships.

In March the signs were
there, including, 10 male Ei-
ders displaying to two female
Eiders in Whiting Bay on 4th,
a Grey Heron carrying sticks
in White House Woods Lam-
lash on 20th, eight pairs of
Fulmars on Drumadoon cliff
on 22nd, Skylarks singing on
the hills above Lochranza on
23rd, Great Spotted Wood-
pecker drumming in Glen
Cloy on 24th, two pair of

-
tory on the shore at Blackwa-
terfoot on 25th -
wings displaying in Kilmory
on 26th.  Please continue to
report any signs of breeding
birds to me.

Enjoy your birding. Please
send any bird notes with
‘what, when, where’ to me
at Kilpatrick Kennels, Kil-
patrick, Blackwaterfoot,
KA27 8EY, or e mail me at
james.cassels@virgin.net . I
look forward to hearing from
you.  For more information
on birding on Arran purchase
the Arran Bird Report 2011
and visit this website www.
arranbirding.co.uk

Chiffchaff were heard in Kiscadale and Cladach  b15bir03

Wheatear were seen on the shore at Shannochie.     b15bir02
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Last Thursday afternoon the ladies of Montrose House had 

-

-

middle of the day.
-

count of the numbers attending.  Now meeting in the Ormi-

slot.

Cat found
been found in Lochranza.

It has been described as 

and in good condition but 
very hungry. 

If you think the cat may be-

The Arran team are pictured with Stevie Edwards, former Kilmarnock and Ayrshire 
Kestrels coach. Back row: Finlay Murchie, Lyle Bunyan, Alasdair Innes, Jack Sim-
mons, Kerr Rankin, Joel Small, Elliot Stone, Stevie Edwards.  Front row: Donald 
Mulholland, Peter Gillson, Alan Dillon.

Successful
sevens for 
High School 
rugby team 

-
by sevens team recently com-

they made it all the way to 

tackled ferociously through-

turnovers.
-

sion and ran out winners by 

-

The Easter baskets at Montrose House.     b15mon01 

Easter baskets at 
Montrose House

Lunchbox meetings

-
ran again ran out winners 

-
ran boys’ willingness to hit 
hard in the tackle and quickly 

contact area that resulted in a 
well-deserved win. 

There were occasions when 
-

Try scorers this time were 
-

-

kicked two conversions each.

-

but were determined to give 
a good account of them-

-
lege who had been convinc-
ing winners in their section.

scored three quick tries but 

half.

cut short due to a dislocated 

minutes earlier had been over 
the Marr line but the referee 
deemed the ball not to have 
been grounded. 

in to the ground and were 
unlucky not to score more 

total commitment and su-

tournament.  Stevie Edwards 
-

shire Kestrels coach said: ‘‘I 

bunch.’

Got a story for
The Banner?

 Call our reporters on   
01770 302142.

DON’T MISS your copy of

this Easter holiday
Reserve The Arran Banner 

at your newsagent
Make sure you never miss an edition 

and ask your newsagent to 
reserve a copy for you. 

(Please tick/complete accordingly):- 
Please reserve my copy of The Arran Banner every week 
Please reserve my copy of The Arran Banner on

............................................... (please specify publish date, we are out every Saturday)

Title .........................................................................................................
Name ......................................................................................................
Address ..................................................................................................
Postcode .................................................................................................
Tel ...........................................................................................................
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Last week Archie was 
sitting behind The 
Pillar Box and Post 

answers came from 

Glen in Lamlash and 
doggie pals Sannox in 
Yorkshire and Shep in 

This week he is sitting 

Archie?Where’s

www.arranbanner.co.uk 
Or email us at: editor@arranbanner.co.uk

The Pillar Box
Sponsored by

The Pillar Box
Pet Food Suppliers, 

Fair Trade Gifts and Crafts

Tel: 01770 700205

The Arran Banner 20 years ago
Saturday, April 11, 1992
Wilson holds tight
Brian Wilson has been re-
elected as Arran’s member of 
parliament.

His majority has fallen from 
4,422 to 2,939.

Edith Clarkson has increased 
the Conservative share of the 
vote and David Crossan has 
almost doubled the SNP vote 
at the expense, mainly, of the 
Liberal Democrats but also at 
the expense of Labour.

Island concert for 
Wet Wet Wet 
The pop group Wet Wet Wet 
may be visiting Arran along 

of the Radio 1 roadshow on 
Monday 13 July.

Expected to arrive the day 
before, it is possible that they 
will hold a concert on the 
Sunday.

Oil slick
An oil slick appeared on San-
nox beach on Thursday, quite 
wide and much the length of 
the beach.

A submarine had been seen 

Nathalie Broadis of 
Lamlash has been 
selected as one of only 
15 Girl Guides from the 
UK to visit Greece next 
year on an inter Guide 
exchange and to spend 
time living and working in 
the country. b15twe03

A group of local people were invited onboard the 183-foot square tall ship ‘Frederyk 
Chopin’ which was anchored in Lamlash Bay last week. b15twe01

Plate winners at this year’s Arran Rugby Sevens was the island’s ‘A’ team who were 
the best of those knocked out in the first round. b15twe02

Arran children were given ‘real’ football training during 
the Easter holidays with Kilmarnock footballers Ross 
Jack and Sean McSkimming. b15twe04

This year Kenilworth RFC 
from Warwickshire caused 
havoc in the early hours of 
the morning when trying to 
gain entry to Carrick Lodge.  

Drunk and incapable they 

in the lock and managed to 
break a 100-year-old stained 
glass window that they then 
refused to pay for. 

Fashionless fashion 
show
Brodick Golf Club’s ladies 
fashion show lost its main 
attraction on Wednesday 1 
April when, due to the vagar-
ies of the boat, the fashions 
failed to arrive.

Fire!

early on Sunday morning 

were called to the scene.
But nobody was very upset 

because all the smoke belch-
ing out of the castle was in 
fact simulated smoke as part 
of the Strathclyde Fire and 
Rescue exercise.

passing close by on Wednes-
day and emitting a greater 
than usual amount of smoke.

Charles is on the 
box
Tourism manager Charles 
Currie took part in BBC Scot-
land’s Travel Programme on 
Friday and, along with other 
tourist board members, talked 
about what Arran had to offer 
visitors.

Arran churches join 
together
The Arran churches are get-
ting together to try and pull 
more people into contact with 
the church.

Calling it ‘outreach’ since 
‘recruitment drive’ does not 
seem quite right, teams of 
church members are being 
put together to visit every 
home on the island.

Rugby rumpus
The day of the Arran Rugby 
Sevens is becoming a black 
day for local hotels and guest 
houses.

ARRAN HERITAGE MUSEUM
SCOTTISH CHARITY NUMBER  SC002089

Come along and wander down ‘Memory Lane’
A constantly changing collection of Archaeology, Geology, 
Arran at War, Children’s Quiz and play House, Clearances 
and Emigration, Farm Implements, 19th Century Cottage, 
1940’s Schoolroom, Original Blacksmith’s Forge, Villages 
Then and Now, and Gift Shop with unique presents for all 

the family.

**** THE ISLAND’S MOST INEXPENSIVE 
FOUR STAR ‘MUST SEE’ ATTACTION****

Researchers welcome at our Archives and 
Genealogy Services

(Wednesdays only 10.30am to 12.30pm and 1.30pm to 
3.30pm, or by appointment)

Delicious meals and snacks at Café Rosaburn, 
seven days a week.
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in association with Isle of Arran Brewery
Whats on

www.arranbrewery.com

To appear in What’s On telephone the Arran Banner 01770 302142

EVERYDAY
Arran Brewery Open Mon-sat 10am-4pm, Sunday 12.30pm - 4pm
Arran Brewery Tour 2pm
Trout Fly Fishing Loch Garbad, Bank
Brodick Castle, Gardens Open Daily 9am-Dusk
Arran Heritage Museum,                                                 Rosaburn, Brodick 10.30am - 4.30pm
Trout Fly Fishing                                                                              Loch Garbad, Bank or Boat
Arran Brewery                      Open Monday - Saturday 10am to 4pm, Sunday 12.30pm to 4pm

Saturday 14 April
Over 21s Disco Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Karate Auchrannie Games Hall, 11.30am -12.30pm
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm - 4pm
Fun in the Pool Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm - 5pm
Arran Dancers (4yrs & up) Arran high School, 10am
Teddy Bears Picnic Playbarn Auchrannie, 2pm - 3pm
Kids Family Quiz Playbarn, Auchrannie, 5pm - 6pm
Open Rinks                                                                           Blackwaterfoot Bowling Club, 2pm
Arran RFC Awards Dinner                                                            Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 7pm

Sunday 15 April
Alcoholics Anonymous Church Hall, Brodick 4.30pm
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm - 4pm
Fun in the Pool Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm - 5pm
Teddy Bears Picnic Playbarn, Auchrannie, 2pm - 3pm
Live Music                                                                                                       Ormidale, 8.30pm
Open Mic Session                                                          Eden Lodge, Whiting Bay, 2pm - 5 pm 
RNLI Shop                                                                                                                 2pm - 4pm
Corrie Film Club - Enchanted April 1992                                  Corrie/Sannox Village Hall, 8pm

Monday 16 April
Over 50s Badminton Lochranza Village Hall 2pm-4pm
Badminton Lochranza Hall 6.30pm
Weight Wise Hospital Bungalow 5pm-5.30pm
Ladies Netball High School Sports Hall – seniors 7.30pm-9pm
Citizens Advice Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick 10am-2pm
Breathe Walk Class Kinneil, Lamlash 5.15pm
Table Tennis Corrie Hall, 6.30pm
Hatha Yoga Arran high School, 6pm - 7.30pm
Activity Time The Playbarn, Auchrannie 1pm-2pm (toddlers) 5pm-6pm (School Kids)
Come Dance With Me – LeRoc Modern Jive Whiting Bay Hall 7.30pm
Yoga High School, 6pm
Arran Junior Football Ormidale Park, 6pm-7pm
Circuit Training Auchrannie Spa Gym, 6pm-7pm
Quiz The Shurig at Bar Eden, 8.30pm
Citizens Advice                                                                  Ormidale Pavilion, 9.30am - 1.30pm
Badminton                                                                                Auchrannie Sports Hall, 7 - 9pm
Arran Civic Trust AGM                                                         Ormidale pavilion, Brodick, 5.30pm
Arran Junior Football Club                                             Ormidale Park, Brodick, 6pm - 7.30pm
Arran Football Association AGM                                              Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 7pm

Tuesday 17 April
Lochranza Swimming Club Kinloch 11am- 12pm
Army Cadets Auchrannie Road, 7.30pm-9.30pm
Pop Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Brodick Church Hall - 2pm
Youth Club Kildonan Hall - 7pm
Rotary Club Glencloy Suite, Auchrannie 7.15pm
Junior Hockey Club – 8yrs up Auchrannie Sports Hall, 6pm-7pm
Melody Movement, Ballet Class-2 ½ yrs up Auchrannie Dance Studio, 2pm
Dudes & Divas Funky Dance Class- 2 ½ yrs up Auchrannie Dance Studio 2pm
Youth Club Brodick Hall, 6.30pm - 8pm
Scottish Country Dancing Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm
Winter Bowls Auchrannie Sports Hall, 7pm-9pm

Zumba Fitness Class Arran High School, 6.30-7.30pm
Northend Football Taining Locharanza, 7pm
Weight Watchers St Molios, Church Hall, 7pm
Green Gym                                                                                    Rangers Centre,10am - 1pm
Rink Games                                                                          Blackwaterfoot Bowling Club, 2pm

Wednesday 18 April
Hockey Auchrannie Hall, 7pm-8pm games hall
Tae Kwondo KA Leisure Kids, 6.30pm-7.30pm Adults 7.30pm - 8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Lamlash church Hall 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Arran Brass Rehearsal Whiting Bay Hall 7.15pm
Senior Badminton High School Games Hall 8pm - 9pm
Yogalates 9.30am – 10.30am Auchrannie studio

Music Mayhem Class Parents and little ones Auchrannie dance studio 10.45am
Kids Games The Playbarn Auchrannie 5pm - 6pm
Circuit Training Auchrannie Spa Games Hall 6pm - 7pm
Dog Training Whiting Bay Hall 1pm
AYF Film Making Club Brodick Church Hall, 4.30pm-6.30pm
Arran Heritage Museum Archives and Genealogy Services         10.30 - 12.30 and 1.30 - 3.30
Arran Elderly Forum, SPT and Red Cross                             Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 11am 
Arran RFC AGM                                                                        Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick 7pm
Arran Absolute Beginners Running Group                                        Auchrannie Car Park, 6pm

Thursday 19 April
General Knowledge Quiz Ormidale Hotel 9pm
Lochranza Craft Club Hall 2pm
Youth Club Youth Cabin,Lamlash 7-9pm
Coffee Morning St Molios Church 10.30am - 12pm
General Knowledge Quiz Kinloch Bar 9pm
Winter Bowls Auchrannie Sports Hall 7pm - 9pm
Zumba Fitness Club Arran High School, 6.30-7.30pm
Garden Club                                                                             Brodick Ranger Centre, 7.30pm
Live Country/Folk Music                                      Eden Lodge, Whiting Bay, 8.30pm - 10.30pm
Royal British Legion Social Meeting                                                           McLaren Hotel, 2pm
Pub Quiz                                                                                                                 Kinloch, 9pm
Open Night                                          Kilmory Village Hall and Bank House, 6.30pm - 9.30pm
Cricket Practice Sannox Oval, 6pm

Friday 20 April 
Quiz Whiting Bay Golf Club 8pm
Aqua Fizz Auchrannie Hotel Pool 9.45am - 10.30am
Yogalates Auchrannie Studio 10am - 11am 
Arran Youth Foundations Church Hall, Brodick, 7pm - 9pm
Kids Party Games The Playbarn, Auchrannie 5 - 6pm
Weight Watchers Ormidale Pavilion, 6.30pm
Quiz Night                                                                                                       Catacol Bay, 9pm
Lochranza Kids Badminton                                                                   Lochranza Hall, 6 - 8pm
Lochranza Adults Badminton                                                                     Lochranza Hall, 8pm
Disco                                                                                                        Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Open Mixed Doubles Darts Competition                                          Catacol Bay Hotel, 7.30pm

Saturday 21 April 
Over 21s Disco Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Karate Auchrannie Games Hall, 11.30am - 12.30pm
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm - 4pm
Fun in the Pool Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm - 5pm
Arran Dancers (4yrs & up) Arran High School 10am
Teddy Bears Picnic Playbarn Auchrannie 2pm - 3pm
Kids Family Quiz Playbarn, Auchrannie 5pm - 6pm
Open Garden - Model Trains                                        Murray Crescent, Lamlash 10am - 5pm
Rink Games                                                                          Blackwaterfoot Bowling Club, 2pm
Live Music and Indian Buffet                                                                       Kildonan Hotel, 7pm
RNLI Coffee Morning                                                          Ormidale Pavilion  10.15am - 12pm

Sunday 22 April
Alcoholics Anonymous Church Hall, Brodick 4.30pm
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall 3pm - 4pm
Fun in the Pool Auchrannie Spa Pool 4pm - 5pm
Teddy Bears Picnic Playbarn, Auchrannie 2pm - 3pm
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UNDER

£30
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED
ITEMS INTO CASH!

ARRAN BANNER CLASSIFIEDS

The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ
Tel: 01770 302142  Fax: 01770 302021

Email adverts@arranbanner.co.uk     www.arranbanner.co.uk

Simply complete the 
form and return to the 

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE TUESDAY 4.00pm
NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE

ITEM...........................................................................................................................
DESCRIPTION...........................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................
PRICE .............................................TELEPHONE .....................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON

Public Notices
UNDER £30

Small computer desk and
chair, vgc, £29.50.  Tele-
phone 302539.
Microwave oven, Matsui,
700w, virtually unused, £20.  
Telephone 860463.
LG Fridge, 50cms wide,
GR 151 SSF, full size, ice
tray, white, buyer must up-
lift, £25.  Telephone 01770
302096
Childrens horse riding wear,
Airowear body protector,
size large child, £20.  Selec-
tion of childrens show jack-
ets, from £15 - £30 each.  
Telephone 700743.

OVER £30
Pine sturdy bunk beds, in-
cluding mattress, excellent
condition, £80.  Telephone
07801 795797.
Childrens horse riding wear,
Airowear body protector,
size large child, £20.  Selec-
tion of childrens show jack-
ets, from £15 - £30 each.  
Telephone 700743.
Four farmhouse wooden
dining chairs, one carver
plus three matching, £50.  
Telephone 860463.

WANTED
Static Caravan Alison –
07962214776
Velux window for slated roof.  
Telephone 810659.
DVD/Video recorder, good
condition.  Telephone 01770
302179.

FREE TO UPLIFT
32” Analogue TV – Free to
up lifter, Telephone: 600137.
Piano accordion, Hohner Stu-
dent IVM, very good condi-
tion, plays well, free to uplift.  
Telephone 01770 602615.
Melodeon, Hohner Double
Ray, good condition, plays
well, free to uplift.  Telephone
01770 302615.
Guitar, acoustic, Eko, good
condition, free to uplift.  Tel-
ephone 01770 302615.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 

(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Applications listed below together with the plans and other documents may be 
examined at Corporate Services, Cunninghame House, Irvine*, between 9am-4.45pm 
weekdays (4.30pm Fridays) or at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk *and at The 
Council Offices, Lamlash
Written representations may be made to the Solicitor to the Council (Corporate 
Services) at the above address or emailed to eplanning@north-ayrshire.gov.uk by 
04.05.12. Any representations received will be open to public view.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS 
AND BUILDINGS IN CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) 

REGULATIONS 1987
Applications for Listed Building Consent.

Format: Application No; Address; Proposed Development
12/00138/LBC; Dippin Lodge, Dippen, Brodick, Isle of Arran; Replacement of all 
existing timber windows with double glazed units

Elma Murray
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE

THE ARRAN CIVIC TRUST 
AGM

MONDAY 16TH APRIL
5.30. P.M. IN THE ORMIDALE PAVILLION 

BRODICK
ALL WELCOME

LAMLASH

MOORINGS

ASSOCIATION

AGM
Tuesday 24 April 2012 

at 8pm
Glenisle Hotel 

Lamlash

Whiting Bay 
Club of Drama 

& Music
The AGM of the above 
club, will be held on 

Tuesday the 24th April 
at 7.30pm, in Whiting 

Bay Hall.  
All welcome.

Isle of Arran 
Rugby Club

AGM
Wednesday 18 April

Ormidale Pavilion
7.00pm

Arran Youth 
Foundations
AGM

Wednesday 25th April
2.00pm

Glen Cloy Suite

All welcome

In advance of the Scottish 
Local Government 

Elections on 
Thursday 3rd May, 

Arran Community and 
Voluntary Service have 
organised Hustings in 

Brodick Hall on Thursday 
April 26th at 7.30pm. 

All candidates and 
members of the public are 

warmly invited.

FOOTBALL
AGM

Monday 16th 
April at 7pm

Meeting at the 
Ormidale

Each team must 
be represented 
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COTTAGES & CASTLES
Arran and Scotland’s Leading Holiday Houses

Flexible Service for owners
Tel: 01738 451610 

www.cottages-and-castles.co.uk

Property
HIDDEN GEM

An opportunity for a discerning buyer 
to purchase a unique 2 bedroomed 
property with lovely views for the 
cottage style garden, in a quiet location 
yet only 10 minutes walk to the centre 
of Brodick.
The Property is in walk–in condition 
and consists of a dining room, lounge 

bathroom with power shower and 
Jacuzzi bath and 2 double bedrooms.  
The property has total control heating 
throughout.  Outside there is a 
summerhouse, large wooden shed 
and a greenhouse.
For further information or to view 

please phone 07552205405

Recruitment

PANORAMA, 12 ALMA PARK
BRODICK

FIXED PRICE £240,000
This spacious modern bungalow enjoys an enviable 

position overlooking Brodick.
The property has been tastefully and sympathetically 

extended by the present owners to offer excellent 
accommodation on one floor.

Accommodation: Vestibule, Hall, Lounge, Dining 
Rooms, Study. Kitchen, Master Bedroom/En Suite 

Shower Room, 2 Further Bedrooms, Family Bathroom, 
Sun Lounge, Large Loft. CH & DG

Viewing: Telephone 01770 302448 
or contact the selling Solicitors (01224) 648080

LONG LET
Kilmory – 2 bed 

bungalow
Unfurnished
No smokers 

or pets

Tel: 01770 700673 

Long Term Let
Lamlash

2 Bedroom 
Bungalow

£500 pcm + 
utilities

Tel: 01770-
600752

STRUAN
SHEDOG, SHISKINE
GUIDE PRICE £249,000
Recently refurbished traditional villa in 
central location in Shedog in the centre 
of Shiskine.  Accommodation includes 
entrance porch and hallway, living room, 
large dining kitchen with utility room and 

Formerly a farmhouse this is a very attractive family home in convenient location 
two miles from Blackwaterfoot.

Arran Community and Voluntary Service

Salary £21,174 initially for 12 months

We require an enthusiastic team member who will be 
responsible for promoting, developing monitoring and 
evaluating community projects delivered through the 
Change Fund for Reshaping Care for Older People. 

This job may be available on a full time or part time basis.

Government and the European Community Argyll and 
the Islands LEADER 2007 - 2013 Programme.

For more information or a recruitment pack, 
please go to www.arrancvs.org.uk

or phone 01770 600611 or 
e-mail jim.nichols@arrancvs.org.uk, 

MACKENZIE LEATHER

This can be either a part time or 
full time position.

learning various aspects of working 
with leather.  Please email your CV to 

alan@mackenzieleather.co.uk 
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Andrew Ross-Bain

Chimney Sweeping 
ALL AREAS 

COVERED FROM 
NORTH TO SOUTH

Tel 01770 870214
Mobile 07810820374
andyrossbain@live.co.uk

WOOD FUELSCHIMNEY SWEEPING

TREES

Tree & hedge cutting and clearing
Brush Cutting and strimming.

All types of fencing
Call Jamie McKinnon: 

01770 810 222 or 07760 247201

COMPUTING SERVICES

Incidentals 
Arran

Happy computers on 
Arran since 1983

Bill Stewart
T. 830343

PAINTING & DECORATING

TOM
MCCONNACHIE

Painter
Decorator

Tiler
Chimney Sweep

FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: 
01770 830 620 

or
07901 700705

PAINTER AND DECORATOR

HOMES BY HOLMES

PETER HOLMES – TEL: 07512 288 120

• PAINTER & DECORATOR
• SVQ LEVEL  (ADVANCED)
• FREE ESTIMATES

BICYCLES

Iain
Murchie

Plastering
Taping and Coving
Roughcasting and

 Cement work
Slating and Roof work
Floor and Wall Tiling

01770 600331

Iain
Murchie

Plastering
Taping and Coving
Roughcasting and

 Cement work
Slating and Roof work
Floor and Wall Tiling

01770 600331

PLASTERER

DOMESTIC SERVICES

Standard and Made-to-measure Pressure 
Treated Heavy Duty Timber, Sheds and 

Garages.

Sawn Pressure Treated Timber in most 
sizes and lengths, Fencing Stobs & Posts

Garden Gates, Field Gates, Tool Stores, 
Coal Bunkers, Fence Panels & Trellising

Firewood, Kindling, Sawdust and Bark 
Chippings.

Cladach Sawmill
Brodick. Tel/Fax: 01770 302471

Mobile: 07803 625248

SAWMILL

ARRAN
DOMESTIC

SERVICE CENTRE
The Douglas Centre, 

Brodick 
Tel: 01770 302909

All your 
electrical
appliance
needs and 

repairs

ELECTRICAL

• Heating • Electrical
• Air Source Heat Pumps • TVs • PAT Testing

Electrical work and all Refrigeration work
Inspection & Testing to BS7671

Tel: 01770 860246   Fax 01770 860493   E: aerltd@live.co.uk

CARPETS

COMPUTING SERVICESSAWDUST

GARDENING PLUMBER

Sawdust 
for Sale

£10m3

Also wood 
briquettes
33p a kilo

Arran Woodfuels
01770 870207

JIMMY 
TURNBULL
Plumber

Tel: 860442

GARDEN AND 
GROUNDS 

MAINTENANCE

• Hedge Cutting

• Grass cutting and Care

• Ground Clearing

• Fencing & Decking

No job too big or small – 
FREE ESTIMATES

Call: 07977 243001
www.arrangardenservices.co.uk

Brodick, Isle of Arran

Bike
Repairs

Spring is here!
It’s time to get the bikes out. 
Does your bike needs to be 

serviced?
I can repair or service your bike 

in Brodick.

Mechanic
£25 Spring service plus parts. 
email: livetoridebikes@live.co.uk

Or text : 07796486875

DRIVING SCHOOL

AVON’S
DRIVING SCHOOL

Learn essential skills 
on the mainland.
• Pick up at ferry.
• Intensive courses
• Pass Plus
• Block booking 
discounts

•Competitive rates

Tel Avon: 07855236013
www.avonsdrivingschool.co.uk

BUTCHER

Arran Lamb Company
Serving Arran & Kintyre

Cattle, Pigs or Sheep.
Professionally processed

for your freezer.
Can be packed and labelled
ready for re-sale if required.
Bacon cured, sausage and
burgers made, All to your
individual requirements.
Livestock collection and
meat delivery included.

Advance booking required
for our regular trips to
Mull Slaughterhouse

Contact Iain on:
01770 850264
07962 219481

iain@arranlamb.com
www.arranlamb.com

STORAGE

ARRAN SELF STORAGE
Established 2007
The Old Haybarn, Park Terrace, Lamlash

• Secure indoor storage
• From boxes to house contents
• From £10 per week.

Phone Gavin Fulton on 01770 600705
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CHURCH NOTICES

PERSONAL

DEATH

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

(In full communion with the 
Church of England) 
Sunday 15 April

Holy Communion 11am
Mr John Roberts. 

The service will be a short
version with no sermon,

followed by coffee, and a 
continuation of our discussion 

course (max. 1 hour).
Wednesday 18 April

Holy Communion 12.15pm
All welcome 

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
North Arran, Brodick,

Corrie, Lochranza,
Pirnmill and Shiskine.

Independent but working 
together

Minister Rev Angus Adamson
Parish Assistant
Mrs Jean Hunter

Worship will be conducted in 
the above churches at the

following times to which all are 
invited – families, young people

and children welcome.
Sunday 15 April 

Brodick Church, 10.30am
Corrie Church, 12noon, 

Lochranza 9.30am
Pirnmill 10.45am

Shiskine Church 12noon 
A service of worship will also 
be held in Montrose house at 

1.30pm

HOLY CROSS
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Vigil Mass 7.30pm 
Sunday Morning Mass 11am

WHITING BAY AND
KILDONAN CHURCH OF 

SCOTLAND
Sunday 15 April 

 Worship will be conducted 
by the minister, Rev Elizabeth 

Watson at 10.30am. 
All most welcome. 

Tea and coffee will be served in 
the transept after the service and 

there will be a sale of 
Tradecraft goods.

All most welcome. 
At 7pm in the Church, there will 
be an informal evening service 

of praise, prayer and discussion. 
Messy Church:

This will meet on
Wednesday 18 April

from 3.30pm until 6pm.
All young people and their 

parents most welcome.

ARRAN BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday 15 April

Ormidale Sports Pavilion, 
Brodick

11am Morning worship
Tea/Coffee after the service

Home Fellowship Group meets 
on Wednesday

At 7.30pm, for details telephone 
860 232

Everyone very welcome.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

‘A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share’ 
Sunday 15 April

Kilmory 10am
Mrs Mairi Duff

Lamlash 11.30am
Mr Tony Butcher

In both churches: All welcome, 
including families; children’s area

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

Services as follows
Shiskine 11am (Church on road 

between Blackwaterfoot and 
Machrie)

Brodick 7pm (Church behind 

Both services will be taken by 
the Rev John Ross

All Welcome 

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND
 (continuing)

Sunday 15 April
Morning Service 11am

Trust Housing Lounge, Glen 
Estate, Brodick

Evening Service 6.30pm
5 Glen Road Brodick

Prayer Meeting
Wednesday 18 April, 7pm

5 Glen Road
All welcome

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS, QUAKERS

Sunday 15 April 
Meeting for worship will be at 
11am Bheinn Ard, North New-

ton, Lochranza.
Enquiries to Tessa 830622.

All very welcome

Shiskine Golf Club
Tuesday 3 April Arran Grouse 

David Jeffrey 69, 2 Brian Sher-
wood/Willie Kelso 74.

Fixtures: Tuesday 17 April Hall 
of Fame Championship, entry 
£2 plus normal sweep in aid of 
Cancer Research UK. Tee off 
12.30pm/5.30pm. Winner to play 

-
tember. Tuesday 17 April Ladies 
Kiscadale start at Whiting Bay, 
tee off 4.45pm.

Daniel Ferguson Trophy 4 April, 
12 played. 1 D Price 47-7=40, 2 
& Scratch B Sherwood 46-5=41, 
3 P Pettitt 51-9=42.

David Price got a hole in one at 
the 4th hole - he hit his 20 degree 
rescue club. David aced the same 
hole one year ago. David Price 
wins the Daniel Ferguson Trophy 
- congratulations.

Ladies 18 Hole Medal 5 April, 
14 played. Silver, 1 & Scratch P 
Adamson 81-18=63, 2 S Gray 
81-17=64. Bronze, 1 E Henderson 
101-36=65, 2 F Scott 91-25=66.

Gents 18 Hole Medal 8 April, 17 
played. 1st Class. 1 G Andrew 73-
11=62, 2 & Scratch H Bannatyne 
71-5=66, 3 J Morrison 78-10=68. 
2nd Class, 1 Q Oliver 86-23=63 
(bih), 2 A Bannatyne 84-21=63, 
3 B Green 86-22=64. Magic 
twos from J Crorie, D Logan, & 
G Andrew.

Fixtures: Sunday 15 April 1pm 
tee off - Gents AGA Arran Grouse 
Foursomes Qualifier. Wishing 
Shiskine ladies all the best in the 
Kiscadale at Whiting Bay!

Whiting Bay Golf Club 
Ladies: Saturday 7 April, Poole 
Trophy four couples came along 
to take part in the mixed four 
Poole Trophy. It was a great 
day and we all got round with 
no rain! In second place were 
Jean Davidson and Robin Young 
with a net 72.5.  First place (and 

David Price won the Daniel Ferguson Trophy at 
Shiskine on Wednesday 4 April and aced the 4th hole 
during his round.  

Quintin Oliver won the Winter Cup at Shiskine back in 
March.

scratch of 84) went to Christine 
and Douglas Graham with a net 
66.5. Many thanks to those who 
came along. Fine prizes were 
given (essential items) and the 
lucky winners will have their 
names engraved on the trophy 
when it returns from this years 
engraving!

Sunday 8 April, April Med-
al, 2nd place went to Doreen 
Mainds with a net 70, 1st place 
to Christine McLeod with a net 
69. Scratch also went to Doreen 
with an 83.  Well done!

Gents: Sunday 8 April, 16 
played in the Gents Easter Medal, 
SSS 63, CSS 63. 1 Graeme Crich-
ton (12)60, 2 Michel Augi-
e r ( 1 5 ) 6 1 ,  3  J o h n P e n n y -
cott (13)63 BIH. Alan Foggo won 
scratch with 66 and there were 
magic twos from Michel Augi-
er (2), Markus Kroner, Alan Fog-
go and David Mack.

Fixtures: Ladies: Sunday 15 
April, Wolfi and Gege Stabl-
eford, 10.45am draw for 11am 
tee-off. Don’t forget, for any 

spectators wishing to come along 
- the Arran Ladies Golf Union 
Kiscadale competition starts on 
Tuesday 17 April 4.45pm - Whit-
ing Bay.

G e n t s :  S u n d a y 1 5 
Apri l , Wolf i and Gege Kro-
ner Stableford, Rolling start be-
tween 10.15am and 11am. 

Wednesday 18 April, Sum-
mer Trophy. Sunday 22 April, 
Medal.

Corrie Golf Club
Wednesday 4 April – Wednesday 
Medal 15 played CSS 62. 1 J 
McGovern 68-7=61, 2 P Bremner 
72-9=63, 3 J Innes 73-9=64. 
Magic twos J Innes, S Beardsley. 
Saturday Medal sweep 7 April 14 
played CSS 63. 1 E Cannon 78-
18=60, 2 J McGovern 70-7=63, 
3 A Smith 73-9=64. Best scratch 
J McGovern 70. Magic twos B 
Sherwood.

Fixtures: Saturday 14 April Mil-
lennium Trophy 8.30am and 1pm. 
Names on sheet at clubhouse for 
outing to Carradale on Monday 
14 May.

Brodick Golf Club
Ladies: Tuesday 10 April Corona-
tion Foursomes 1 P Adamson and 
C Stewart 33 pts, 2 T Martin and 
P McDonald 27 pts.

Lamlash Golf Club
Thursday 5 April, Seniors Medal 
CSS 63 Par 61. 1 Drew Craw-
ford 77-14=63, 2 Allan Martin 
83-17=66. Summer Cup CSS 66 
Par 64. 1 David Ross 85-22=63, 
2 Ian Bremner 71-7=64, 3rd 
Billy O’Connor 84-20=64, 4 Neil 
Young 69-4=65. Best Scratch 
Neil Young 69 (bih over D Mac-
farlane). Sunday 8 April, Texas 
Scramble 32 played. 1 L Girbow, 
M Wren, D Ross and Trish Mar-
tin 55-9.7=45.3, 2 I Bremner, L 
Herd, Anne Ferrier and Lesley 
Hanley 59-11=47.5, 3 I Murchie, 
D Robertson, T Wylie and Mary 
Deas 54-5=49.0.
Glenisle Mixed Fours: 1 Gra-

ham and Lesley Hanley 73-
19.5=53.5, 2 John MacMillan 
and Trish Martin 82-17.5=64.5.
Fixtures: Sunday 15 April Hugh 
Hutchison Cup (Greensome) 
- 11am start. Thursday 19 April 
Summer Cup.

NELSON – Peacefully, in Flori-
da, on 31st March, 2012, Marga-
ret Duncan McArthur (58 years), 
beloved wife of the late Andrew 
Nelson, dearly loved daughter of 
the late Peter and May McArthur 
(Lamlash), loved and loving sister 
of Elizabeth, Peter and Alan and 
a very dear aunt and great aunt 
of the family.  She will be greatly 
missed by all who knew her. If 
desired, donations may be made 
in her memory to Arran Hospital 
Supporters’ League or to Cancer 
Research (Scotland).

TOD – LILLIAN 
George and family would like 
to thank everyone for all their 
support during and after Lillian’s 
illness.  Special thanks to all the 
doctors and carers for their out-
standing commitment and care, 
to Angus and Jean for their per-
sonal celebration of her life, the 
Hendry’s for the funeral arrange-
ments and the Kinloch for their 

been comforted by everyone’s 
gestures of kindness.  Over £3000 
has been raised and split between 
Lillian’s chosen charities - Cancer 
Research and Arran Hospital Sup-
porters League.

HAPPY
50th IAN

16-4-12

Love from us all in
Coventry xxxx

THANK YOU
John and Jean Lammie would 
like to thank our family and 

friends on the occasion of our 
Golden Wedding.  Your generous 
donations have given us the sum 
of £850, to be shared with Arcas 
and Hospital Supporters League.  
A special thank you for the lovely 
cards, telegram, beautiful cakes, 
presents, decorations, speeches, 
prayers and the feeling and sup-

port of family and friends around 
us.  Thanks also to Auchrannie 
for all the care and attention 

which made for a perfect evening.  
We feel very grateful to have 
reached this milestone in life.

Thank you to all friends 
for their lovely cards, 

beautiful gifts and most 
especially their love and 

good wishes.  I have 
loved being part of 

Brodick School and shall 
remember the purple 
ceilidh for the rest of 

my life.
Thank you again,

Pat McMillan.

Happy 
30th 

Birthday
Kelly

Love from Mum 
& the gang.

John and Anna would 
like to thank their family 
for the lovely night they 

gave them in Auchrannie, 
to celebrate their Golden 

Wedding.  We would 
also like to thank all our 
family and friends for 

cards and gifts.  It all made 
a memorable time for us.  

Thank you.
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On Saturday 7 April the new bowling season 
kicked off at Blackwaterfoot Bowling Club. 

The weather was fairly kind and the rain 
stayed away until after play.

members, Mrs Dawn McKinnon, and the club 

Arran Rugby Club president 
Murray Boal with his pro-
tégés, the Arran President’s 

Shiskine Golf and tennis Club 
will be resuming tennis club 
nights starting next week.

-
gin on Wednesday 18 April. 
P1 to P4 runs from 4.30pm 
to 5.15pm and P5 to P7 runs 
from 5.15pm to 6pm.

Adults will meet on Thurs-
days beginning on Thursday 
19 April from 6pm.

You don’t need to be a mem-

£3 for adults. The club will 
provide the balls and they 
also have a few extra racquets 

For more information 
please contact Shiskine Golf 
and Tennis Club on 01770 
860226.

International
football match 
at Lochranza 

The Isle of Arran Distillery 
is sponsoring a rather unique 
football match between local 
team, Northend Thistle and 
a Whisky Shop team from 
Switzerland.

Previously referred to as 
the ‘Worst Team in Britain’, 
Northend have rarely won a 
game of football.

But this could be their 
chance to shine, as the 
youngest member of the 
Zurich opposition side is 35 
– the rest range in age all the 

way up to 65!
Erna Meier said: ‘Our 

whisky shop is the small-
est, only 18 metres square, 
but the most historic shop 
in Switzerland as it was the 
birth place of our Robert 
Burns equivalent.

‘Gottfried Keller is the poet
for Switzerland - like Robert 
Burns is for Scotland!’

Faye Black, manager of the 
distillery Visitor Centre in 
Lochranza said: ‘We are cre-
ating a beautiful trophy for 

this event, the Isle of Arran 
Distillers International Foot-
ball Competition. 

‘There will be half time or-
anges infused with whisky 
and a well deserved dram at 
the end of the match. 

‘The non- winning team 
will be presented with a 
wooden spoon and maybe a 
bar of Toblerone.’

The match will kick off at 
11am on Saturday 21 April 
at the Ewe Camp stadium in 
Lochranza.

‘Worst team in Britain’ take
on Swiss opponents 

Arran President’s team at the 2012 Rugby Sevens 
team, after playing in the 
2012 Arran Rugby Sevens 
tournament at Ormidale Park 

last Saturday. More photos 
are on pages 14 and 15. 
02_b15rug01

Time for tennis 
at Shiskine

New club member Dawn McKinnon bowling the first jack of the season at Blackwa-
terfoot last Saturday.    02_b15bow01

Jacks high as Blackwaterfoot
bowlers start the new season

two of the other island bowling clubs.
In total 20 players arrived and all agreed 

that it was a successful afternoon.
Rink games are played all through the sea-

son on Saturday and Tuesday afternoons at 
2pm, and players both experienced and nov-

FROM
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