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Isabella Reid and Kiera Willis get closely involved with their water experiment 
which was part of the Lamlash Primary School Science Fair. The exhibition 
featured science projects by pupils from every year in the school. As 
these girls show, everyone was keen to get stuck in. 20_b13science07

A campaign is gathering mo-
mentum on the island to force 
North Ayrshire Council to re-
open the String Road, which 
was closed two weeks ago to 
allow for major roadworks.

The B880, the lifeline route 
between Blackwaterfoot and 
Brodick, was closed for 10 
weeks on Monday 17 March 

‘convoy’ times each day. 
Businesses and residents in 

Shiskine have expressed high 
levels of anger at the way the 
closure has been managed, 
the apparent lack of progress 
and the opening hours, which 
although designed to allow 
travel to and from the ferry, 
are not at appropriate times.

Neil Arthur, who lives at 
Kilpatrick and ran a success-
ful groundworks business for 
years, told The Banner that 
there is a ‘very high level of 
dissatisfaction about the scale 
of the closure’.

Unsustainable
He said: ‘Being precluded 

from the String at night and 
parts of the weekends, whilst 
the road has to be maintained 
in a suitable condition for 
light and heavy emergency 
service vehicles, is patently 
an unsustainable argument on 
behalf of NAC. 

‘If it is safe at night for a 
doctor’s car, an ambulance or 

String Road closure
campaign mounts 

safe for any other vehicles, 

and driven within a set speed 
limit.

‘With a bit of effort, com-
mon sense and goodwill this 
could be resolved.

‘If the council will not com-
mit to 24-hour working then 
it is totally unreasonable for 
them to expect west coast 
businesses, residents and vis-
itors to be inconvenienced for 
24 hours a day!’ 

He added: ‘Were it pro-
posed that the Brodick to 
Corrie road or the Whiting 
Bay/Lamlash to Brodick road 
were to be closed for even one 
week I think we all know that 
pressure would be brought to 
ensure that it did not happen. 

‘Four years ago the String 
was shut for 14 weeks for 
major repairs. Last year the 
Catacol to Pirnmill and the 
Blackwaterfoot to Kilmory 
roads were also closed with 
no ‘out of working hours’ ac-
cess.

‘So a simple question - why 
are the island’s west coast 
communities treated differ-
ently?’

McLeod, denied that the men 
were not making progress at a 
meeting of Arran Community 
Council on Tuesday night. 

‘We are currently ahead of 
schedule and, weather per-
mitting, should be completed 
within this timescale,’ said 
Mr McLeod. 

‘To date approximately 
2,000 tonnes of material have 
been excavated from the site, 
500 tonnes of dry roadstone 
has been laid and compacted 
and approximately 400 me-

been laid.
Legally required

‘Due to the nature of the 
work, we are legally required 
to close the entire road to pro-
tect the public and our work-
force. However, we will con-
tinue to monitor the situation 
and will look to open the road 
where it is safe to do so.’

There was criticism at the 
comunity council of Council-
lor John Bruce for allegedly 
offering little support to the 
communities on the west of 
the island in their attempts to 
reopen the road. He made no 
mention of the ongoing situa-
tion and instead talked about 
funding secured for the Brod-
ick pier development.

Councillor Bruce was una-
vailable to comment as the 
Banner went to press. 

‘With a bit of effort, common sense 
and goodwill this could be resolved’

Science fair at Lamlash
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8-seater taxis available

Ardrossan Harbour to:

Glasgow Airport
£35.00

Prestwick Airport
£25.00

Return bookings and other 
prices on request.

Remember to put
 your clocks

forward one hour
this weekend

Castle grounds to be 
used for garden project

Flame award 
nomination for 
AMRT 
Arran Mountain Rescue 
Team has been shortlisted 
for a very special award that 
recognises the support the 
team provided during last 
year’s snow storms. The 
Flame Awards were due to 
take place in Manchester 
last night (Friday) and three 
members of the team - Mike 
Mellor, Robbie Mallinson 
and deputy team leader Neil 
Bulger - were attending on 
behalf of Arran MRT.

Dental spaces to be made available
Dental care is to be offered to 
those currently missing out 
on the island as Bruce Jenkins 
Dental Practice in Brodick is 
attempting to free up spaces 
on its list. 

For the past nine years 
Bruce Jenkins has provided 
NHS, Denplan and private 
healthcare services from his 
practice in Brodick.

In that time almost 2,000 
residents on the island have 
had access to regular, pre-
ventative treatment, who pre-
viously may have not been 
able to.

Mr Jenkins said: ‘There is 
still a large number of people 
living here who have not been 
able to get treatment.

‘As a result we have decided 
to review our list and we have 
begun contacting patients 
who have not attended in the 
last two years.

‘I am giving them the op-
portunity to commit to regu-
lar attendance and if they do 
not I will contact the NHS 
and free the space up.’

It is anticipated that by re-
moving those who no longer 
wish to be on the list, around 

150 spaces will become avail-
able.

Tricia Jenkins, the prac-
tice manager, said: ‘In order 
to manage the availability 
of these spaces we will be 
opening on Saturday 5 April 
between 10am and 12noon 
to take calls from those who 
would like to join our list.

‘People can also come into 
the surgery to register on a 
waiting list which we will 
work our way through.

‘We would ask that people 
do not call or attend the sur-
gery outwith those times as 

this would be disruptive to 
our current patients.’

She added: ‘Patients already 
on our list may want to take 
this opportunity to check 
when they are due their next 
appointment.’ 

There had been rumours 
that Mr Jenkins was planning 
to retire but he has refuted 
those claims.

‘For 30 years I’ve been 
committed to NHS dentistry 
and as I have only just turned 
54 I still have a while to go 
before retirement,’ he told 
The Banner. 

A community garden project 
is being launched in the 
grounds of Brodick Castle in 
a bid to bring together people 
interested in outdoor pur-
suits.

It is being formed as part 
of the Umbrella Project by 
the Arran Community and 
Voluntary Service (ACVS) 
which also embraces an in-
door initiative.

Under a deal with the Na-
tional Trust for Scotland 
the project has been given a 
parcel of overgrown land at 
Shore Lodge which will be 
used to create the community 
garden.

One of those behind the new 
project is Jan MacGregor.

She said: ‘The experience 
and success of  Art in Mind, 
which has been running now 

for 10 years, is largely due to 
the fact that people with simi-
lar problems come together 
to create things and focus on 
art. As a result they feel bet-

new skills.’ 
ACVS development worker 

Morag Campbell said: ‘Whilst 
Art in Mind membership is 
by referral through health 
and social work professionals 
only, we welcome people to 
contact us themselves or on 
behalf of family or friends, 
who might not feel comfort-
able in other groups. 

‘There are a great many or-
ganised group activities on 
the island for those who are 
happy to join in, and our in-
tention in the creation of the 
Umbrella Project is not to 
double up but to assist those 

The outdoor group, which 
will focus on gardening and 
walking, will start on Thurs-
day 3 April, at a time yet to be 
decided, at the Shore Lodge 
garden site.

The indoor group starts on 
Monday 7 April in the Fire 
Station, Lamlash at 10.30am, 
which will focus on music or 
storytelling or arts and crafts.

The project is also looking 
for any garden tools people 
could bring along or donate.

Property manager David 
Cameron said: ‘It is impor-
tant that the NTS work with 
the local community and the 
involvement with the ACVS 
marks the beginning of com-
munity projects at Brodick 
Castle.’

Anyone interested in taking 
part should contact Morag at 
ACVS on 600611, or email 

www.arrancvs.org.uk or by 
post to the ACVS, Park Ter-
race, Lamlash, KA27 8NB.

In the new community garden are: from left, Bobbi 
Adamson, Jim Nicols, NTS interim project garden 
manager Jens Nielsen, Jan MacGregor, gardener 
Michael Brown and Morag Campbell. 20_b13garden01

Arran Tandoori Brodick
RE - OPEN

Open 7 days a week
4.30pm - 11pm

Delivery available 

Tel: 01770 302076/75
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ARDROSSAN
HARBOUR
TO YOUR DESTINATION

Mainland Taxis
07921 998457
01294 463556
Glasgow City Centre £42

Glasgow Airport £35

Prestwick Airport £25

Irvine Central Hospital £14

Crosshouse Hospital £20

Ayr Hospital £32

Troon Harbour £22

Kilmarnock £23

Ayr £28
For other quotes just ask!
Friendly Reliable Service
www.mainland-taxis.co.uk
7 SEATER WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE VEHICLE 
AVAILABLE

• Do you have a 
story for

The Arran Banner?
Call our reporters on                 

01770 302142

Big turnout for Kirsty’s 
book
launch

Unique Scottish tapas restaurant opens at Auchrannie

Brodick Hall was packed last
Friday night for the launch
of the debut novel by Kirsty
Wark.

Two hundred free tickets
for the event had been given
away but such was the popu-
larity of the event that more
chairs had to be brought in for
downstairs and the balcony
upstairs opened.

-
caster and journalist  ‘The
Legacy of Elizabeth Pringle’
is set on Arran where Kirsty
has a holiday home. Kirsty discusses her book on stage at Brodick Hall. 20_b13kirsty05

From the outset she was
swamped with readers look-
ing to have their books signed
and copies for sale did a roar-
ing trade.

Inspiration
During the event Kirsty

also talked about her island
inspiration for the book and
read from the novel. It was
followed by a question and
answer session and another
book signing.

Kirsty said: ‘I couldn’t have
received a better welcome
from islanders.’

Auchrannie Resort revealed
its exciting new ‘Scottish Ta-
pas’ styled restaurant to Arran
on Wednesday night.

-
taurant ‘eighteen69’ closed at
the end of October for refur-
bishment and the restaurant

night with its new concept.

Just a small selection of the tapas style dishes on offer 
at eighteen69. 

The new restaurant very
much focuses on creating a
relaxed dining experience
where couples, families and
groups can share great food.  

Small dishes
The concept allows diners

to try a greater range of small
dishes which can be shared
and inspiration for the menu

is drawn from the Scottish
larder.

On Wednesday nightArran’s
‘hoi polloi’ were invited to
sample the new menu which
included some incredibly de-
licious and unique dishes.

Diners were able to enjoy
the likes of cullen skink,
scotched duck egg, a butch-
ers plate with a mini steak,
delicious Cumbrae oysters,
baked whole Arran camem-
bert with Wooleys oatcakes
and an open lasagne of sweet
butter lobster and crab.

Chefs are using only the
best, freshly prepared, local-
ly-sourced produce and the
dining experience now ex-
tends into the lounges as well
as the main restaurant.

The kitchen continues to be
headed up by Craig Beedie,
winner of the Scottish Hotel
Awards, executive chef of the
year 2013 and his team.

Richard Small, general man-
ager of Auchrannie, said: ‘We

are always looking to evolve
the product offering here at
Auchrannie and we are con-

dining will appeal to both lo-
cals and our guests.’

Linda Johnston, executive
director of Auchrannie, add-
ed: ‘Whilst eighteen69 and
its predecessor ‘The Garden
Restaurant’ have worked well
over the last 25 years, we feel
now is the right time to intro-

duce a fresh style of dining to
Auchrannie.

‘Customer feedback in-
dicates a desire for a more
relaxed and affordable ap-
proach to dining and we be-
lieve this is exactly what our
new concept will offer.’

The resort’s other two
restaurants, Brambles Sea-
food + Grill and Cruize Bar
Brasserie, have been unaf-
fected by the changes.
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Customers at the Co-opera-
tive store in Brodick were 
given a demonstration in sim-
ple cardiopulmonary resusci-
tation (CPR) last weekend.

The Scottish Ambulance 
Service set up a stand in the 
store where the technicians 
showed the techniques of 
CPR to shoppers which can 
help save a life.

The Bungalow Road bus stop which was daubed with 
slogans. 20_b13graf01

Shoppers shown 
how resuscitation 
can save a life

Young Jemma Totty tries her hand at CPR as Shirley 
Anderson gives a demonstration. 20_b13defib01

They also demonstrated 
-

lators, of which there are now 
13 on the island, talk the user 
through the use of the equip-
ment, although basic CPR 
knowledge is useful.

A series of free courses as 
part of the Heartstart initiate 
to teach CPR are to be held 
on the island in May and June 
and forms are now available.

Lamlash-based Shirley An-
derson of the Scottish Ambu-
lance Service said: ‘We are 
showing the basic techniques 
of CPR to raise awareness of 
how the public can help.’

Graffiti attacks at 
Lamlash

Police are probing a spate of 
-

dalism in Lamlash.
In just one night there were 

eight acts of vandalism the 
length of the village.

In one of the worst incidents 
a car had its tyres slashed and 
was daubed with slogans in 
the Drift Inn car park. The car 
was later removed.

A house in Shore Road 

along with public toilets and 
a caravan, which was covered 
with a racist slogan.

Plant machinery belonging 
to John Thomson Construc-
tion Ltd, parked behind the 
high school, and a white tran-

sit van parked near the Ship 
House were also damaged 
with paint.

The Bungalow Road bus 
stop and the Hospital Road 
phone box were daubed with 
slogans.

They all took place during 
the hours of darkness over 
Thursday 20 March into Fri-
day 21 March.

Sgt Allen Dodds said: ‘We 
are following a positive line 
of inquiry.

‘I would ask any members 
of the public who saw anyone 
acting suspiciously over the 
hours in question to contact 
Police Scotland on the non-
emergency 101 number. 

‘Alternatively they can con-
tact Crimestoppers on 0800 

555 111 where they do not 
have to leave their name.’

‘We are following a
positive line of inquiry’

Supported by The Friends of Scottish Opera

Touring Scotland 25 February to 5 April 2014

For more information and to book 
online go to scottishopera.org.uk

Registered in Scotland Number SCO37531  
Scottish Charity Number SCO19787

Registered Office: 39 Elmbank Crescent, Glasgow G2 4PT

Tuesday 1 April, 7.30pm
Whiting Bay Village Hall, Arran
Tickets from: Book & Card Centre, 
Shore Road, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ
Tel: 01770 302 288

Opera
Highlights
Four singers and a pianist – 
coming to a venue near you

Scottish Opera
is core funded by

ARRAN FOOD &
CRAFT MARKET

Local Beef, Pork, Lamb, Goat.
Arran Cheeses. Cakes & Veg.
Knitwear, Gifts, & lots more!

April 1st  8th,  22nd

May 6th,  13th,  20th,  27th

June 3rd,   10th,  24th

July  1st,  8th,  15th,  22nd

August 5th,  12th,  19th,  26th

September  2nd,  16th

The Ormidale Pavilion
11.00 - 3.00
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Kids show they have the 
appliance
of science

Vintage tea 
party provides 
a boost for 
Arran charities 
Fine china, scrumptious
home-baking and foot-
tapping jazz music were
wheeled out in Corrie Hall
last week as a 1950s-themed
vintage tea party was held to
raise money for charity.

The band played, the mass-
es danced, and the lost Brit-
ish tradition of ‘tea taking’
was revived as Marie-Louise
Craig hosted the event which
raised more than £1,000 for
two Arran charities.

Marie-Louise, who lives in
Corrie, said: ‘After a recent
brainstorm I decided to hold
a traditional vintage tea party
with music and dancing! I
mean, why not?

‘And before I knew it I was
organising one in aid of the

and Arran Cancer Support
(ArCaS).

‘As a resident of Corrie and
someone who has personally
seen how much ArCaS has
helped a number of close
friends on Arran I named
these the charities I would
give the donations too.’

Marie was lucky to have
the support of the Jazz Café
Band who managed to pull
together on a week day and
performed free.

There was also a number of
willing helpers from friends
and family, who had to deal
with a lot of ‘blood, sweat
and tears’ from Marie over
the last couple of weeks: ‘I
think it would be safe to say
that I couldn’t have done it
without them!

‘I have to say that I was
blown away by the generosi-
ty from the Arran community
and local business,’ added
Marie-Louise.

‘I was inundated with dona-

over. They were starting to
take over my house. I would
love to list them all but it

‘I was also amazed with
how much the local busi-
nesses and suppliers helped
me cater the event.’

Children hold posters which show how 
evolution works. 20_b13science10

Children at Lamlash Pri-
mary School showed they
have the appliance of sci-
ence last week at a school
event.

Every pupil in the school
was involved in the Sci-
ence Fair to which parents,
grandparents and friends
were invited.

On show was the class
work of the pupils who
have been involved in
a wide range of science
projects from evolution,
to pneumatics, to how the
water supply works and

Each group researched
their chosen subject
and then created mod-
els to demonstrate how it
worked.

On show was a singing
vacuum cleaner created by
Ethan Sillars, Lucy Welsh
and Aleena Rojan which
was the winner of an Ir-
vine Bay Development
Company science contest
for schools across North
Ayrshire.

Primary six and seven pu-
pils invented a range of ice

-
ents were asked to judge.

be entered into The Great
ScottishDessertChallenge,
a Scotland-wide schools
challenge to invent a new
frozen dessert in time for
the Commonwealth Games
in Glasgow. The fair was
held as part of the National
Science and Engineering
Week and came after a vis-
it to the school by Genera-
tion Science.

Acting deputy head teach-
er Caroline Stewart said:
‘Everyone in the school
has been involved in this
exciting project. All the
work here today has been
produced by the pupils in
class. They have all done
an excellent job.’

Aleena Rojan, Lucy 
Welsh and Ethan Sillars 
with the prize-winning 
singing vacuum cleaner. 
20_b13science03

Making ice cream are Morgan  Duncan, Hannah Glendinning and Patryk Dybalski. 
20_b13science15

Two youngsters with their lighthouse 
display. 20_b13science11

The water cycle display with James Macis, Thomas 
Copperwheat and Cara McCabe. 20_b13science12

Not an April 
Fool!

-
lic meeting is on Tuesday 1
April at 7.30pm not Monday
as the article last week sug-
gested.

Not an April fool, just a
mistake!

Simon Green, an architec-
tural historian, an enthusias-
tic and eloquent speaker, will
talk to the subject of ‘Arran’s
Architecture: A Celebration
of the Buildings on the island
through the collections of
RCAHMS’.
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It pays to advertise in the Arran Banner

Casa Alianza team takes part in World 

The doors to the Isle of Ar-

open next month in a bid to 

-
pens on site.

Visitor centre manager Faye 
Black said the ‘Doors Open’ 

-

-

happens at the distillery. All 

a form at the visitor centre in 
order to receive the free Oak 

of the distillery and informa-
tion pack to help people on 

The red team at Lamlash Primary gets ready to start the fun run. 20_b13relief01

Pupils raise cash for Sport Relief
Friday.

and had a great time.
The school also held a baking sale on the 

day to raise money for the charity.

Distillery doors open to local 
businesses

-

said Faye.
‘Over the years I have had 

many people say to me ‘I’ve 
-

for people to rectify that. 
-

Café Bar and incentive cards 

added.
Work together

‘This is also a chance for me 
-

make Arran the best holiday 
destination it can be.’

The open days are also de-

World Whisky Day is a 
global event and invites eve-
ryone to try a dram and cel-

Events are taking place all 

-
tillery team hosted seven tast-

as offering samples on board 

This year Isle of Arran Dis-

-

-

limited only by imagination. 

‘Over the years I have had many
people say to me ‘I’ve never been
round the distillery’ so this is an
opportunity for people to rectify that’

-

a team of boys and girls from 

Street children

-

paigning for the rights of 
children living on streets. 

movement for street children 
to receive the protection and 

event kicked off  yesterday. 
After starting as a small 

in  a girls’ and a boys’ foot-

arts and a conference for chil-

live on the streets.
Thrilled

thrilled to be participating in 

-

hope.’
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A passenger has lost a court

-

Passenger loses 
court action over 
Waverley trip mix up

-

-
-

-

-

No refund

-
-

-

-

-

-

Megan McNicol and Adam McNicol.  20_bayf06

-

-

-

-

-

Duncan Coyne, Alice Kinniburgh and Abbie Jackson 
prepare the vegetable stir fry. 20_b14ayf01 

Evie Campbell and Kirsty 
Kerr.   20_b13ayf04 

It pays to advertise in the Arran Banner 

MOTHERS’ DAY TREAT
Complimentary Drink and Fiddlers’ Bouquet

Open for Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Special Family Sunday Roast £10.75

Tel:
01770 302579 to reserve a 

table

Rosaburn, Brodick. Open daily 10.30am to 4.30pm.

Learn about the island’s Social History, Archaeology,
The Arran Clearances, Farming, Geology and 

Lots More. Visit the 19th Century Cottage, 1940’s 
Schoolroom, and Blacksmith’s Forge.

This year’s special displays are on the theme of World 
War One and Arran at War.

Children’s Quiz and Playhouse, Riverside Picnic Area.
Gift Shop and Lovely Snacks and Meals at Café Rosaburn.

Archives and Genealogy Researchers Welcome
(Wednesdays only 10.30am to 12.30pm

and 1.30pm to 3.30pm. or by appointment) 

SCOTTISH CHARITY NUMBER  SC002089

OPENING WEDNESDAY 2nd APRIL

Arran Heritage Museum



press policy
WE AT The Arran Banner do our utmost to make sure that all our reports 
are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on occasion, mistakes 
can occur in the hectic process of producing a local newspaper.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in print. 
The 

Arran Banner, Brodick, Arran giving your day-time telephone number 
where possible. 

This statement of policy will appear on this page every week along with 

The Arran Banner adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s Code 
of Conduct.  The views expressed in The Arran Banner are not necessarily 
those of the The Oban Times Group.

your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 
words in length for publication on this page. The 
editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses 
must be supplied, including on e-mails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime telephone number is also 
required for verification. Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact telephone number will not 
be printed. Please write or fax to: Letters Page, The 
Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran. 
E-mail editor@arranbanner.co.uk

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Arran
Deliveries
Glasgow Depot
Arran Deliveries
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow G14 OHB

Arran Deliveries
The Parcel Point
Harbour Road, 
Ardrossan
North Ayrshire 
KA22 8BZ

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
Daily collection throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and surrounding districts

Tel: 01475 676 255
Fax: 01294 469 492

Open Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm
Accepting goods destined 
for the island

We deliver the goods
not excuses
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The island has been transformed into a construction site.
The String Road, the Boguille, Lamlash hill - all these 

roads have been dug up as maintenance takes place, and 
Johnny Kelso and his team have been seen out and about 

There is an old saying that wherever the Queen goes there 
is an overwhelming smell of fresh paint.

And it does seem coincidental that all of the island’s pot-

MSP and the First Minister Alex Salmond come to Arran.
Mr Swinney will be here on Sunday night to take part in 

a Scottish independence referendum debate.
Mr Salmond will have the pleasure of attending a dinner 

at the Isle of Arran Distillery on Monday night.
When these two gentlemen arrive on Arran and enjoy 

their smooth ride around the island there will be an over-
whelming smell of fresh tar.

Arran has long suffered from terrible road conditions.
The potholes and appalling state of the carriageways have 

been putting off visitors for years and locals are forced to 
pay out again and again for repairs to vehicles.

Scottish councils are now spending more than £1,600 
a day on compensation for drivers whose cars have been 
damaged by potholes.

In total, £584,745 was paid out last year to drivers, with 

The String Road is now closed for 10 weeks while 800m 
of the carriageway at Glenloig is repaired.

The road is opened at three different points during the day 
but the times are not really appropriate for those trying to 
get to and from work on the east coast.

But the undeniable truth is that Arran’s roads desperately 
need to be maintained. They have been neglected and left 
to crumble for too long. For years residents have cam-
paigned for more to be done. The southenders blockaded 
the road at Levencorrach 10 years ago after the road was 
left to disintegrate. 

Ian Small from Brodick has now been campaigning for 
years to see proper investment in the island’s infrastruc-
ture.

So, frustrating as it is to see the road closed, and as dis-
ruptive as it is to communities, the island cannot say no to 
investment in the roads.

When it comes to potholes we must be proactive, not re-
active!

Should we be ‘proactive, not
reactive’ with potholes?

‘Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
In His great mercy He has given us new birth into a liv-
ing hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead.’ (1 Peter 1:3)

Since ‘The Banner on Holiday’ feature started six years ago, 
we have been absolutely overwhelmed by the number of fan-
tastic photographs of our readers that have come through the 
doors.

Arran residents and holidaymakers are making sure that 
they pack their copy of the Banner to keep up with local is-
sues when they go on holiday. 

This week we have a super picture of former Arran High 
School headteacher Douglas Auld who has just returned from 
his post-retirement holiday in Austria.

He is pictured with his Banner at Schatzberg mountain in 
Auffach - and there’s not a pupil in sight!

Please send us your Banner on Holiday snaps either by email 
to editor@arranbanner.co.uk or to The Arran Banner, Douglas 

String roadworks 
questioned
Sir, 
Is it possible to get an answer 
for the following questions.

1 On the String Road, two 
or three years ago, a stretch 
of three kilometres (3,000 
metres) was renovated. 

Why this time is it that only 
as little as 800 meters is be-
ing done in the same time? 

an already poor 50 metres a 
day, but now it is an absolute-
ly ridiculous 13 metres a day.

recently resurfaced road, with 
-

ovated when the same length 
of road at the bad end of the 
renovation site is desper-
ately in need for the repair?
3 Why can the work not 
be done in two shifts?
I think the council is not do-
ing a good job here.

In times of separation, a dis-
cussion to separate Arran into 
an independent council is re-
ally appropriate too. 

for North Ayrshire; they can 
concentrate on their core busi-
ness and not have to bother 
about Arran, of which there is 
obviously no understanding 
of the needs at all.

Yours, 
Bruno Baumgärtner
Corriecravie

Debate funding
Sir, 
So John Swinney and Ken-
neth Gibson are coming to 
Arran to speak on the Scot-
tish government’s bid for in-
dependence from the UK.

I am told that this is part of a 
Scotland-wide tour ‘explain-
ing’ the Scotland’s Future 
document.

Fair enough if it was be-
ing funded by the Scottish 
National Party but, in fact, 
the cost will fall on the hard 
pressed taxpayer. 

Complaints about the tour 
and, indeed, the document 
itself, have fallen on deaf 
ears. Alex Salmond did after 
all actually refer to it, in an 
unguarded response in parlia-
ment, as an ‘SNP manifesto’. 

Moreover, its distribution 

Nicola Sturgeon to be some 

question at the public meet-
ing – why are Arran taxpay-
ers contributing to the cost of 
promoting the SNP’s aim of 
separating Scotland from the 
UK rather than SNP funds? 

A second question could be 
– would the North Ayrshire 
‘lottery millions’ donated to 
Yes Scotland not be a more 
appropriate source of fund-
ing?

Yours, 
Richard Wilkinson
Better Together Activist
and Chairman, North
Ayrshire and Arran
Conservatives

Nostalgic afternoon
Sir, 
What a wonderful afternoon 
we had on Wednesday 19 
March in Corrie and Sannox 
Village Hall. 

True to the poster we stepped 
‘back in time’ and relived ‘a 

china, hand embroidered ta-
blecloths, delicate sandwich-
es and cakes - accompanied 
by the nostalgic sound of the 
‘Jazz Cafe Band’. Foot tap-
ping!

Who could resist a slow 
foxtrot and a nostalgic jive if 
only in our imagination. 

Well done Marie!
Yours,
Elma Stevenson
Sannox

Vintage
entertainment
Sir,
A huge thanks to the ladies of 
Corrie who organised the vin-
tage tea party - with jazz!

Dorothy and I sped along 
from Whiting Bay, dropping 
into ArCaS on the way.

I wanted to buy a vintage 
hat, Dorothy did!

At the hall pretty waitresses 
in 1950s frocks were hard at 
work distributing plates laden 
with goodies, tea pots and 
coffee pots.

The china was vintage; the 
band was already playing.

We sat amidst an apprecia-
tive throng (two of them were 
barely walking, as they were 
so little).

Time passed, local couples 

us quietly danced.

Sam wrapped up in her horn 
sand ‘Midnight in Moscow’ 
in Russian!

One Corrie girl danced most 
of the afternoon, feigning ex-
haustion as she skipped over 

This was truly an event 
which must have meant hard 
work before, during and after 
the fun.

We go to Corrie for culture 
these days.

Yours,
Anne Hodge
Spindrift
Whiting Bay 

Milestone
congratulations
Sir,
Congratulations on reaching 
40, in rude good health and 
vigour and esteem.

I have read The Banner 

1987 or was it before?
Long may your lum reek.
Yours,
Jeremy Godwin
Drovers Lane
Penrith

Pop-up shop
success
Sir, 
I would like to take this op-
portunity to thank the people 
of Arran for supporting and 
shopping at my ‘Stella & Dot’ 
pop-up boutique at Home 
Farm in aid of ArCaS. 

It was very kind of Duncan 
and Sheila at ‘Friday’s Child’ 
to assist in the organising of 
the day and to the other out-
lets based there, ‘Island Hair 
and Beauty’ and ‘Janie’s 
Cafe’ for getting so involved.

As well as selling sparkly 
jewels and bright accessories 
to the local ladies, we man-
aged to raise £90 for ArCaS 
which is such a valuable char-
ity on the island.

During the month of April 
‘Stella & Dot’ are supporting 
‘The National Autistic Soci-
ety’ so if anyone purchases 
from my website next month
you are shopping for another 
great cause.

Thank you again to every-
one who got involved and I 
hope to hold another pop-up 
event in the near future.

Yours, 
Carly McGovern
Whiting Bay

. . . on holiday
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Bargain hunters raise more than 
£800 at auction

Thousands of customers are 
choosing Wiltshire Farm Foods’ 
frozen meal delivery service 
For people who want to en-
joy life to the full, there’s not
always enough time in the
day to prepare a meal from
scratch or go shopping.

With a delicious range of
frozen meals delivered di-
rectly to the front door, Wilt-
shire Farm Foods is here to
help people eat well and look
after themselves in their own
home, whatever their plans.

Wiltshire Farm Foods’
award-winning chefs and
dieticians have cooked up
a range of over 260 deli-
cious dishes – from breakfast
through to lunch, afternoon
tea and an evening meal.

Each meal is prepared in
the Wiltshire kitchens using
quality ingredients that are
selected from carefully ap-
proved suppliers, before be-
ing frozen straightaway to
lock in the freshness.

Convenience is a big part
of the Wiltshire Farm Foods’
service.

All meals can be ordered
over the phone from the local
team based in Kilwinning,
online or by post. They’re
then delivered directly to

Advertorial

your front door for free by a
friendly, police-checked de-
livery driver, who is always
happy to stack meals away
neatly in the freezer.

When you’re ready to eat,
simply remove the meal you
fancy and pop it straight in
the microwave or oven to
cook from frozen in a matter
of minutes.

Delicious meals 
There’s no preparation, no

pots and pans, just delicious
meals to be enjoyed in your
own home, in your own time.

-
shire Farm Foods is that the
service is completely com-
mitment-free – customers can
order as much or as little as

they like, whenever it suits
them.

And with main meals start-
ing at just £2.95, they offer
good value as well as nutri-

will take place on Thursday 3
April and then deliveries will
continue every two weeks
on a Thursday from then on-
wards.

Enjoying life and eating
well has never been easier.

For more information
about Wiltshire Farm Foods
in 01294 551734, you can
contact ayrshire@wiltshire-
farmfoods.co.uk or visit wilt-
shirefarmfoods.com for a free
brochure.

Bargain hunters packed
Shiskine Hall last weekend
for the annual auction.

The event to raise funds for
the running of the hall raised
more than £800, with dona-
tions still coming in.

More than 100 lots were up
for grabs during the day with

Customers have fun with a giant snake which went 
under the hammer. 20_b13auction03

most popular items.
Auction goers were treated

to a welcome glass of bubby,
to celebrate the 20th anniver-
sary of the hall refurbishment,
and there was tea, coffee and
homebaking on offer for the
modest entrance price.

The auction was conducted
at a good pace by Sheila Gil-
more who, at the end, thanked
everyone who had helped to
make the day such a success.

Afterwards she said: ‘It was
good to see so many people
come over to Shiskine despite
the road closure.’

Fierce bidding at the Shiskine Hall auction. 20_b13auction01

Agnes Madden shows 
one of the lots for sale. 
20_b13auction02

Sheila Gilmore keeps the auction under control. 20_b13auction04
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Arran better 
tackle natura
Anniversary of snow storm
The whole of Arran breathed a huge sigh of re-

‘Snowmaggedon’ passed with little more than a 
whimper.

ago.
-

-

dead.

-

-

at the height of the crisis had 250 engineers and 
-

er and shipped 50 huge generators to the island 

the grid. The total bill for the storm which also 

being made.
-

teers came in for high praise and the Arran Re-

In the aftermath of the snow SSE found that 

which had to be replaced.
A total of 200 miles of power cable had to be 

checked in the months which followed the snow 

‘The network on Arran is as robust as it can be. 
-

-
ing built in Crossaig forest which will see two 
sub-sea cable circuits from this new substation 

-

Above left: Arran 
Resilience co-ordinator
Dr David Hogg 20_b13snow01

Above: A helicopter airlifts 
a new pole. Photo SSE

Left: Phone lines and 
electricity wires were 
laden thick with snow. 
b12snow10

One of the burger vans which kept the island

An SSE vehicle fights through the snow drifts on The String.  Pho
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prepared to
al disaster
s passes with a whimper

ran electricity could be fed on to the island from
the new cables from Kintyre, which as Mr Wil-
son said, will be easier than shipping generators
to the island.

Arran Resilience co-ordinator Dr David Hogg
-

ience group set up in 2010. He said the award
was a great honour but he was keen to play
down their role during the snow storms.

He said: ‘Arran Resilience did not sort the
snow. It was a small cog which was able to help
get the emergency teams around the table within
hours of the snow starting. No-one knew then
the severity of what was to come.

‘We had two or three hours to do what we could
to the best of our ability before help could arrive
from the mainland and one of our priorities was

to mitigate a lot of feeling of isolation.’
He says that in the year that has followed resil-

ience has become the ‘buzz word’.
‘There is a lot of government talk about com-

munity resilience, even personal resilience, but
our group is predominantly focused on facilita-
tion training opportunities for emergency teams
on the island.’

The group meets once every two months and
holds two major exercises a year. Exercise
Dauntless had been planned for the day of the
snow and the latest, Endeavour, was held on the
day of the anniversary (see page 12).

Dr Hogg, a GP who has been on the island for
three and a half years, said: ‘We are dependent
on voluntary support. We only exist by people
buying into the concept and the community sup-
port we have is unparalleled.

‘We have no bank account and no committee.
We are a co-operative team getting out what
everyone puts in. There is no ownership but a

endeavour. I kind of like it that way. Personally
my job as a GP involves the immediate medical
care in the event of an emergency. As a result of
group working I have a much better awareness

‘People are also getting to know each other
and the equipment and capabilities of other
groups,’ he said.

Arran Resilience as a potential model for rural
communities and it has already been approached
by three different organisations to learn lessons
from the group. Dr Hogg said: ‘I think Arran
Resilience is healthy but we can’t rest on our
laurels. With on-going liaison, practise and con-
tinually optimising how we work, we can make
a real difference.’ fed. Photo SSE

oto SSE

Above right: SSE 
operations manager Neil 

Wilson 20_b13snow12 

Above: Clearing ice from 
the power lines. Photo SSE

Right: SSE rescues were 
hailed as liberators when 

they reached Catacol 
b12snow11
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An ‘injured’ woman (Rosie Cook) is helped 
off the bus 20_b13bus04

Arran residents can now keep 
up to date with their council 
tax by going online.

The service allows people 
to access their council tax ac-
count 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week.

Online accounts are quick-
er and cheaper to administer 
– and put residents in full 
control.

Once registered with North 
Ayrshire Council, anyone  

can access a whole host of 
information including: coun-
cil tax details, records of 
individual payments, yearly 
summary statement, details 
of tax band and information 
on what to do if anyone has 

People wishing to register 
should go to www.north-ayr-
shire.gov.uk/counciltaxon-
line.

Councillor Ruth Maguire, 

and corporate support, said: 
‘It’s so much easier to keep 
on top of bills like this if you 
have all the information in 
one place.

‘Online access allows peo-
ple to see at a glance how 
much they are due and how 
much they have paid as well 
as explaining what they 
should do if experiencing 

Integration of health and
social care a step closer 
NHS Ayrshire and Arran and 
North Ayrshire Council have 
moved closer to the full inte-
gration of health and social 
care services.

From April a range of health 
and social care staff through-
out Ayrshire and Arran will be 
working more closely togeth-
er to improve people’s expe-
rience of services; and to give 
them the support they need to 
live safe, healthy lives in their 
own communities.

Integration
This year the Scottish par-

liament approved the Public 
Bodies Bill for the integration 

of health and social care, pav-
ing the way for the creation of 
three Health and Social Care 
Partnerships in East, North 
and South Ayrshire.

Each partnership will have 
one, integrated budget for 
delivering services, and will 
be led by a new joint post 
– director of health and social 
care - reporting jointly to the 
chief executive of NHS Ayr-
shire and Arran and the chief 
executive of the council.  
North Ayrshire Partnership’s 
director is Iona Colvin. 

She said: ‘The creation of 
the partnerships is a wonder-

ful opportunity to improve the 
way our teams work together 
to achieve the healthiest life 
possible for people in our lo-
cal communities. 

Deliver
‘The staff won’t change 

– health staff will still be em-
ployed by the NHS and social 
services staff by the local 
council.

‘But we will be able to plan 
and deliver services in a more 
joined-up way, which means 
we can anticipate and respond 
more effectively to the health 
and social care needs of the 
people who use our services.’

Keep a check on your council tax

Bus crash
exercise
tests Arran’s 
emergency
teamwork
Emergency services across the 
island took part in an emergen-
cy exercise at the weekend.

A fatal crash involving a 
bus and a car was the chosen 
scenario for what happened 
on the minor Rodden road be-
tween Shiskine and Torbeg on 
Sunday.

Exercise Endeavour was co-
ordinated by Arran Resilience 
as part of the ongoing initiative 
to get emergency teams across 
the island working together.

The event was held in real 
time with the crash being re-
ported at 10am. 

-
lowed quickly by the retained 

They were confronted by a 
fatality in the car, along with 
a badly injured driver and an 

injured child. The 20 bus pas-
sengers had a wide range of in-
jures with two ‘unresponsive’, 
others with serious injuries and 
the rest walking wounded.

Sgt Allen Dodds of Police 
Scotland took command and 
as the exercise progressed 
emergency services arrived 
from all over the island.

Raced
 First responders and full time 

ambulance crews raced to the 
scene along with RNLI, HM 
Coastguard, the Arran Moun-
tain Rescue team and a second 

All played their role in help-
ing to rescue the injured from 
the bus and an emergency cas-
ualty station was set up where 
the wounded were assessed by 
doctors and NHS staff.

The severity of some of the 
injured meant that the decision 
was made to call in the search 
and rescue helicopter from 
HMS Gannet, which was on 
Arran on its own exercise, and 
four of the most serious were 
loaded on to the helicopter 
with three other injured - but 
the exercise ended before it 
took off.

Observers from the mainland 

all kept a close eye on pro-
ceedings.

Arran’s senior NHS manager 
Alan Stout said: ‘The emer-
gency services had to deal with 
an ever- changing situation as 
the emergency progressed.

‘It was a worthwhile exercise 
in the development of a co-or-
dinated island plan.’

A casualty is stretchered off the bus. 
20_b13bus03

Doctors discuss how to treat the casualties. 20_b13 bus10

Firemen Fred Galbraith, Alan John
victim to safety. 20_b13bus06
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Fantastic 
competitions 
and special 
show 
subscription 
offers

Love Scotland?
Subscribe to the new 
look SCOTS Heritage 

Magazine.
Now the official 
magazine of the 

Standing Council of 
Scottish Chiefs

Subscribe today and 
receive a FREE issue 

plus FREE p&p.
ONLY £25

Call 01631 568000

Subscribe
to the
new look

Visit: www.scotsheritagemagazine.com

SCOTS
H e r i t a g e  M a g a z i n e

Call 01371 851868

A fireman cuts the windscreen of the car to rescue the 
injured passengers. 20_b13bus01

Firemen pull the injured driver from the car. 20_b13bus02

Left: Firemen treat the 
injured on the road. 
20_b13bus05

nston and Gavin McCrae carry a 

Above: Casualties are 
assessed by doctors at the 
casualty station. 20_b13bus07

HM Coastguard personnel load an injured patient on 
the helicopter. 20_b13bus08
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Scottish Field is Scotland’s quality lifestyle 
magazine featuring articles on 

wildlife, food, gardens, property, and 
Scottish history. Every month we 

have social scene pages plus 
competitions and our subscribers get the 

opportunity to review top Scottish hotels

£7.87 per quarter

This special offer means 

you pay £31.48 per 

annum, instead of £45.00

AND CELEBRATE THE NEW YEAR

call subscriptions on 01371 851868
and quote code SF01SF

WITH A FABULOUS 
SAVING OF 30% 

SUBSCRIBE
TO

SAVE30%

Fascinating bat talk for friends

Healthy roots 
key to plant 
protection
A plan to protect Scotland’s 
rural economy is being 
developed.

The Scottish Plant Health 
Strategy will set out meas-
ures to safeguard agriculture, 
horticulture, forestry and the 
wider environment, all found 
on Arran, from pests and 
diseases.

The strategy will raise 
awareness of plant health and 
also clarify roles and respon-
sibilities amongst Scottish 
agencies, industry organisa-
tions and the wider public to 
tackle pests and diseases as 
well as identify key priorities 
for Scottish plant health.

Environment and climate 
change minister Paul Wheel-
house said: ‘Plant health is 
the root of Scotland’s thriv-
ing natural environment and 
booming rural economy.

‘However, the number of 
plant health threats is rising, 
and the spread of these has 
been exacerbated by aspects 
of globalisation and climate 
change.

‘The development of a 
Scottish Plant Health Strat-
egy in response is essential, 
and this will be hugely 

challenges. It will also make 
clear that no single measure 
in isolation can rule out the 
threat of pests and diseases.’

Sadly large numbers of dead Guillemots were seen.  
Photo by Mary Hardie 

The Friends of Brodick Castle had a change 
of speaker this month and were delighted to 
welcome Corinna Goeckeritz, a castle ranger, 
at short notice. She gave an entertaining, il-
lustrated talk on Creatures of the Night at 

thought, but bats. 
She is the island’s only bat woman, being li-

censed to handle them and was keen to dispel 
the myths surrounding them by testing the 
audience’s knowledge. They do not bite and 
suck blood, they make a small puncture and 
lap the blood - but only in South America so 
no fear on Arran then. 

They range in size from a two-metre wing-
span to smaller than a pound coin - but the 

than a mouse. They can get into the smallest 
space and roost or breed but their droppings 
are dry and do not cause damage. They don’t 
gnaw at wood but use existing tiny holes to 
nest in. The babies are called pups. Best of 
all, one small bat will eat 1,000 midges in a 
night.

Guided bat walks
Corinna told the friends of two upcoming 

guided bat walks at the castle so people can 
see these wonderful little creatures for them-
selves.

Ann Hollingworth reminded members to 
book their places on the day trip on May 16 
to the Livingston Centre.

Birdnotes
by Jim Cassels

MARCH

Death on
Arran’s Shores
‘The violent storms that have battered Europe’s 
western seaboard this winter are to blame for 
the deaths of thousands of birds there’ 

Many of the Razorbills were young inexperienced 
birds. Photo by Lucy Wallace

Twenty times more birds died on Arran this winter than 
normal.  Photo by Brian Couper 

In the February Bird Notes 
in The Banner mention 
was made of the effect the 
prolonged stormy weather 
throughout December and 
January had on some ocean-
living birds.

During February there were 
many reports of dead birds, 
mainly Razorbill and Guille-

mot, on Arran’s shore - these 

on them and had starved to 
death.

In February there is the an-
nual systematic count of these 
dead shore birds called the 
‘Beached Bird Survey’. 

It is part of a European wide 
survey and here on Arran 

20 volunteers from the Ar-
ran Natural History Society 
walked the shores counting 
and identifying dead birds 
around the weekend of 22/23 
February.

Last February, around 650 
volunteers walked 2,120 kilo-
metres of beaches around the 
UK and found a total of 375 
dead seabirds.

This works out at around 
0.18 dead seabirds per kilo-

-
-

ure in the last 20 odd years 
has ranged from 0.14 to 3.80.

last year with 0.15 dead bod-
ies per kilometre. By contrast 

was more than 20 times larg-
er.  

The Arran volunteers 
walked almost 70 kilometres 
of beaches and found a total 
of 281 dead seabirds. 

This works out at more than 
four dead seabirds per kilo-
metre. By far the largest group 
were Razorbill, being 80 per-
cent of the bodies found. The 
next two largest groups were 
Guillemot at eight percent 
and gulls at seven percent.

Many of the Razorbills 
were young inexperienced 
birds. These birds seemed to 
have died of exhaustion or 
starvation as a result of days 
of gale-force winds, which 
made it impossible for them 

Four of the Razorbills had 
a ring on their leg. The data 
has been sent off to Euring 
and hopefully background 
information including where 
these birds were ringed will 
be provided.

It may be some time before 
all the results for the UK are 

collated and the full picture 
-

leased from France the vio-
lent storms that have battered 
Europe’s western seaboard 
this winter are to blame for 
the deaths of thousands of 
birds there.

Indeed a total of 21,341 
dead birds were found in 
western France by 500 vol-
unteers working over three 
weekends, the French League 
for the Protection of Birds 
said in a recent statement. 

The worst affected species 

Razorbills.
Enjoy your birding. 
Please send any bird notes 

with ‘what, when, where’ to 
me at Kilpatrick Kennels, 
Kilpatrick, Blackwaterfoot, 
KA27 8EY, or email me at 
james.cassels@virgin.net. I 
look forward to hearing from 
you.

For more information on 
birding on Arran purchase the 
‘Arran Bird Report 2013’ and 
visit this website www.arran-
birding.co.uk
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Here’s to another 
forty years!
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in association with Isle of Arran Brewery
What’s on

www.arranbrewery.com

www.arranbrewery.com

Everyday
Brodick Castle, Garden Open Daily 9am-Dusk
Arran Brewery Open Mon, Tue, Fri & Sat  12.30-5pm, 
Arran Brewery tour 2pm

Saturday 29th March
Army Cadets Auchrannie Road 11am –1 pm. 
Over 21s Disco Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Karate Auchrannie Games Hall, 11.30am-12.30pm
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Arran Dancers (4yrs & up) Arran High School, 10am
Junior Football P4s and upwards, Arran High School, 11am-12.30pm
Live Music from James Burge Douglas Hotel Bar, 9pm
Art Exhibition Corrie Hall, 10am - 4pm

Sunday 30th March 
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm-5pm
Cocaine Anonymous (& all other drugs) Ormidale sports pavilion, 2pm – 3.30pm
AA Meeting Brodick church Hall, 4pm - 6pm
Mackerel Lottery Kinloch Bar, 5pm 
Open folk session Eden Lodge, Whiting Bay, 2pm-5pm
Art Exhibition Corrie Hall, 10am - 4pm

Monday 31st March
Quiz Eden Lodge, Whiting Bay, 8.30pm
Over 50s Badminton Lochranza Village Hall, 2-4pm
Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Citizens Advice Ormidale Pavilion, 9.30-1.30pm
Senior Fitness Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
Table Tennis Corrie Hall, 6.30pm
Aerobics (low impact) Shiskine Hall 6pm
Badminton Auchrannie Sports Hall,7-9pm
Arran Junior Football Club Ormidale Park, 6-7.30pm
Yoga Corrie Village Hall, 11am - 12 noon
Lunch club Brodick sheltered Housing, 12.30pm 
Yoga - Arran Kinneil, Lamlash,3-4.30pm

Scottish Country Dancing Beginners & Improvers Corrie Hall, 2-4pm
Bridge Club Lamlash Golf Clubhouse 7pm

Tuesday 1st April
Pop Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Youth Club Kildonan Hall, 7pm
Rotary club Glencloy Suite, Auchrannie, 7.15pm
Streetly Dance pre school Auchrannie Dance Studio, 1.45-2.30pm
Streetly Dancing minis P1-3 Auchrannie Gym Hall, 4-4.45pm
Streetly Dancing Juniors P4-7 Auchrannie Gym Hall, 4.45-5.30pm
Streetly Dancing Seniors Auchrannie Gym Hall, 5.30-6.15pm
Junior Hockey Club Auchrannie Sports Hall, 6-7pm
Healthy Outdoors 10am-1pm NTS Ranger Centre

Winter bowls Auchrannie sports hall, 7pm
SFA Early Touch Football P1-P4s, Arran High School, 6-7pm
Scottish Country Dancing Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm

Arran Civic Trust Ormidale Pavilion 7.30pm

Wednesday 2nd April
Hockey Auchrannie Games Hall, 6.30-7.30pm
Tae Kwondo Arran High School Kids-6.30-7.30pm Adults-7.30-8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Lamlash Church Hall, 8pm
Arran Brass Rehearsal Brodick Church Hall, 7-9pm
Yogalates Auchrannie Studio, 9.30-10.30am

Music Mayhem Class Parents & Little Ones Auchrannie Dance Studio, 10.45am
Arran Heritage Museum Archives & Genealogy service 10.30-12.30 & 1.30-3.30
RunArran mixed ability Auchrannie car park, 5.30pm
Running Coaching Auchrannie car Park, 5pm
Yoga-Arran Kinneil, Lamlash, 7-8.30pm
Sports Club P4-S2s, Arran High School, 6-7.30pm
Arran Heritage Museum Opens for the season Brodick, 10.30am - 4.30pm
Corrie Golf club AGM Corrie Tearoom, 7pm
Drift Inn Quiz Lamlash, 9pm

Thursday 3rd April
Senior Fitness Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
General Knowledge Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Lochranza Craft Club Lochranza Hall, 2pm
Live music Eden Lodge, Whiting Bay 8.30-11.00pm
Weight Watchers Ormidale Pavilion, 5.30pm
Yoga Corrie Village Hall, 6pm - 7pm

Brodick Embroidery Group Brodick Library, 7.30pm
Winter bowls Auchrannie sports hall, 7pm
Bridge Club Brodick Golf Clubhouse, 7pm
QuiltArran Fire Station, Lamlash, 2-4pm

Garden Club Brodick Ranger Centre, 7.30pm
Arran Heritage Museum Rosaburn, Brodick, 10.30am - 4.30pm
Lunchbox Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 12.30-2.30pm
Open Music session Drift Inn, Lamlash, 9pm

Friday 4th April
Aqua Fizz Auchrannie Hotel Pool, 9.45-10.30am
Yogalates Auchrannie Studio, 9.30-10.30am
Arran Youth Foundations Church Hall, Brodick 7pm-9pm
Lochranza Kids Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6-8pm
Lochranza Adults Badminton Lochranza Hall, 8pm
Arran Heritage Museum Rosaburn, Brodick, 10.30am - 4.30pm
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Public Notices

Your text, photos & contact details Own website link Map Rentals
Calendar Availability Facebook Twitter Top Google ranking

BOOST YOUR BOOKINGS

SPECIAL YEAR 1 OFFER - WAS £150 NOW £125.
SUBSEQUENT YEARS £99. NO VAT. Contact Penny Brass on email 

cottagesonarran@gmail.com www.cottagesonarran.co.uk

Property

Recruitment

PROFESSIONAL COUPLE & FAMILY 
SEEK YEAR LONG LET

- 2-3 bedroom house
- August 2014-July 2015 (September entry possible)
- Village location: Brodick, Lamlash, Whiting Bay
- 2 well behaved cats
Tel: 0141 6324676 (evenings) - Please leave a message

Email: tristan-h@doctors.org.uk

Sannox Cricket Club
AGM

April 8th at 7.30pm
at the Douglas Hotel, Brodick

Lamlash Moorings Associations
AGM

Tuesday 29th April 2014 at 8.00pm
Glenisle Hotel, Lamlash
All members Welcome

VisitArran 
is currently recruiting for a

Seasonal Part Time Assistant (Temporary)
20 hrs per week 

Successful candidate must have positive attitude, 

smart appearance, excellent communication skills, 

For more information, or to apply with CV and two

references, please email: m

Closing date: Friday 4th April

Full Time and Part Time front of 

Please email: hello@lamlashbayhotel.co.uk
Or call 01770 600844

VACANCY
Diesel Mechanic / Plant Fitter

We have a vacancy for an experienced person in 
our busy, well equipped workshop at Brodick.

Applications in writing please, enclosing C.V to:
John Thomson Construction Ltd
Lamlash, Isle of Arran KA27 8NB

CORRIE GOLF CLUB
Annual General Meeting

Wednesday 2nd April
7.00pm in TeaRoom

All members are welcome please attend 
New Committee Members are urgently required.

This is your opportunity to make your voices heard.

Job Opportunity with
North Ayrshire Council
Social Care Worker I Ref: NAY004251

 Montrose House, Isle of Arran I Grade 6 I 37 Hrs per week
Closing Date: 7th April 2014. 

For further details and to apply visit
www.north-ayrshire.myjobscotland.gov.uk

We are an equal opportunities employer so please inform us of any special needs you may have.
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PAINTER AND DECORATOR

TREES

Tree & hedge cutting and clearing
Brush Cutting and strimming.

All types of fencing

Call Jamie McKinnon: 
01770 810 222 or 07760 247201

COMPUTING SERVICES FURNITURE RESTORATION

JOHN DIVINE
FURNITURE, 

RESTORATION & REPAIR
FRENCH POLISHING

UPHOLSTERY
Blackwaterfoot – 

Isle Of Arran
Telephone:

01770 860878
Mobile

07733 738127
Email: john@

thornybankwoodcraft.co.uk

Iain
Murchie

Plastering
Taping and Coving
Roughcasting and

 Cement work
Slating and Roof work
Floor and Wall Tiling

01770 600331

Iain
Murchie

Plastering
Taping and Coving
Roughcasting and

 Cement work
Slating and Roof work
Floor and Wall Tiling

01770 600331

PLASTERER

Standard and Made-to-measure Pressure 
Treated Heavy Duty Timber, Sheds and 

Garages.

Sawn Pressure Treated Timber in most 
sizes and lengths, Fencing Stobs & Posts

Garden Gates, Field Gates, Tool Stores, 
Coal Bunkers, Fence Panels & Trellising

Firewood, Kindling, Sawdust and Bark 
Chippings.

Cladach Sawmill
Brodick. Tel/Fax: 01770 302471

Mobile: 07803 625248

SAWMILL

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications 
owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  
The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of 
advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice and all 
other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether 
placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher 
reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher 
to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court 
as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial failure (however caused) of publication 
or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint 
or omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement 
or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, 
refund or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from the advertisement.

of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type and 
standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling 
upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement 
in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in 
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must 
be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the 
invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable 
on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an 
additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

Drive Times

DRY STONE DYKING

PLUMBER

UNDER £30
Double mattress suitable for 
caravan 74inc x 54inc £20 
Tel:870339
Pampers Baby-Dry nappies 
pack of 66 size 15 to 40 lbs. 
New unopened pack £7.
Flymo Easimo electric lawn 

600217
OVER £30

Exercise bike York C201 top 
quality excellent condition 
£60 Tel: 700485
New 890x890 Quadrant 

shower enclosure with double 
sliding doors, new 900x900 
Quadrant composite stone 
shower base new 9.5kw Elec 
shower pack - Can deliver 
£300 Tel: 700551
Caravan 2 berth vgc £700 
Tel:600810 or 07979 416372
Garden shed, 8fx6f cladach 
sawmill built, excellent con-
dition £200  Tel: 600764

FREE TO UPLIFT
Bagged Manure at Oakbank, 
Lamlash £1 per bag donation 
to Arran RDA Tel: 600752

HONDA JAZZ 
1.4SE BLUE

£1950

53 plate only 45,000mls.
1 year MOT, Part service history.

Tel: 0777 5645564 or 01770 302623 (Brodick, Arran)

PEUGEOT 107 
URBAN

£4750

5 Door Hatchback, 998cc 2010 (60 reg) 21,000 miles
MOT Nov 14, Very Good Condition, Metallic Blue

Tel: 07501 872771 (Arran)

FOR SALE
50/60 Bentwood Mahogany 

upholstered bar chairs
Tel: 07710 471323 
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CHURCH NOTICES

BIRTHDAY

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

(in full communion with the
Church of England)

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay.
Sunday, 30th March
(Mothering Sunday)

Holy Communion, 11.00am
Mr John Roberts.

Coffee after service.
Wednesday 2nd April

Holy Communion, 12.15pm
ALL WELCOME.

ARRAN CHURCHES
 TOGETHER

There will be Taizé worship on
Thursday 3rd April

at 7.30 pm
in St Molios’ Church, Shiskine

ALL WELCOME

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza,
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but working
together
Minister:

Rev Angus Adamson
Parish Assistant:
Mrs Jean Hunter

Worship will be conducted in
the above churches at the

following times to
which all are invited.
Sunday 30th  March

Brodick Church, 10.30am,
Morning Worship

Corrie Church, 12noon,
Morning Worship.

A Service of Worship will also
be held in Montrose House

at 1.30pm
Lochranza Church. 9.30am

Morning Worship
Pirnmill Church, 10.45am,

Morning Worship.
Shiskine Church, 12noon,

Morning Worship.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

‘A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share’

Sunday 30th March
Kilmory 10am

Lamlash 11.30 am
Both Churches:

Mrs Sharon MacLeod
All welcome, including
families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

WHITING BAY AND
 KILDONAN

 CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
(Charity Number: SC014005)

Sunday 30th March
Worship will be conducted by

the minister, Rev Elizabeth
Watson, at 10.30am.

Tea and coffee will be served in
the transept after the service.

All most welcome.

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Sunday morning masses 11am

ARRAN BAPTIST CHURCH
Minister: Rev Vince Jennings

Sunday 30th March
11am Morning worship
in the Ormidale Sports

Pavilion, Brodick
Tea & Coffee after the service.

Wednesday at 7.30pm
Home Fellowship Group for

Bible Study and Prayer.
Contact phone no 600222
Everyone warmly invited

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND
(continuing)

Sunday 30th March 
Morning Service 11am
Trust Housing Lounge
Glen Estate, Brodick

Evening Service 6.30 pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick
Wednesday 2nd April

Prayer Meeting 7pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick

All welcome

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

Sunday 30th March 
Shiskine 11am (Church on road

between Blackwaterfoot and
Machrie)

Brodick 7pm (Church behind

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS, QUAKERS

Quakers meet every Sunday at
11am. For meeting venue ring

– 830622, 820223

SALVATION ARMY
House Group/Bible Study.

Mondays 2.30pm.
If you are interested in joining
us please ring 810251 for more

information.

Street captain Finlay 
Sillars receives the 
wooden spoon from 
Clochendichter president 
Iain MacDonald. 

The recent results from the
Arran Bridge Club tourna-
ments are as follows.

Thursday 28 February, Boyd Trophy,

and Douglas Hamilton, 2 Jan and John
Beattie, 3 John and Mary Dick. East/
West 1 Morag Gardner and Jean Barclay,
2 Dougie and Margaret Bruce, 3 Brenda
Livingstone and Pat Adamson.

Monday 3 March, aggregate points:
North/South 1 Elizabeth McKellar and
Margaret McGill, 2 John and Jan Beattie,

Busy month for Arran Bridge Club
3 Fiona Crawford and Maureen Cumming.
East/West 1 Pat Adamson and Rion Cul-
pan, 2 Janie Maclure and Anne McKelvie,
3 Tricia Martin and Alison Bilsland.

Thursday 6 March, aggregate
points: North/South 1 Tricia Martin
and Douglas Hamilton, 2 Janie Ma-
clure and Anne McKelvie, 3 Marga-
ret Macgill and Elizabeth McConnell.
East/West 1 Dougie and Margaret Bruce, 2
Morag Gardner and Jean Barclay, 3 Alison
Bilsland and Elaine Duncan.

Monday 6 March, Match Points, round
six: North/South 1 John and Mary Dick,

2 Pat Adamson and Elizabeth McCon-
nell, 3 Janie Maclure and Anne McKelvie.
East/West 1 Tricia Martin and Alison
Bilsland, 2 Jan and John Beattie, 3= Mar-
garet and Dougie Bruce, Brenda Living-
stone and Morag Gardner.

Thursday 13 March, aggregate points:
North/South 1 Elizabeth McKellar and
Linda Trickett, 2 Irene and Craig McMil-
lan, 3 Janie Maclure and Anne McKelvie.
East/West 1 Dougie and Margaret Bruce,
2 Tricia Martin and Douglas Hamilton, 3   
John and Jan Beattie.

Monday 17 March, Match Points Spe-
cial Tournament: 1 Dougie and Marga-
ret Bruce, 2 Tricia Martin and Alison
Bilsland, 3= Pat Adamson and Elizabeth
McConnell, Jennifer McArthur and Jean
Barclay.

Thursday 20 March, aggregate points:
North/South 1 Tricia Martin and Douglas
Hamilton, 2 John Baraclough and Jennifer
Wales, 3 Jean Barclay and Morag Gardner.
East/West 1 Helen Boyd and Jennifer
McArthur, 2 Brenda Livingstone and Pat
Adamson, 3 Elizabeth McConnell and
Margaret Macgill.

Monday 24 March, aggregate points:
North/South 1 Pat Adamson and Eliza-
beth McConnell, 2 Tricia Martin and
Alison Bilsland, 3 Morag Gardner
and Brenda Livingstone. East/West 1
Margaret McGill and Elizabeth McK-
ellar, 2 Jessmay and Jim Peacock,
3 Jennifer McArthur and Jean Barclay.

Brodick Golf Club
Sunday 23 March, was the
last round of the Clochendich-
ter. Knowe 9 Alma 7; Street 5

Knowe 51pts, Village 38pts,
Alma 28pts and Street 27pts.
That result makes it six in
a row for the Knowe, cap-
tained this year by Kenny
MacMillan. A real scrap at
the bottom left the Street to
pick up the wooden spoon,
magnanimously accepted by
captain Finlay Sillars.

Wednesday 19 March, 10
hardy souls braved the high
winds. 1 Jim Green 78-19=
59, 2 John Dick 78-14=64.
Magic twos Jim Green and
Don Rudge.

Fixtures: Sunday 30 March,
last round ofWinter Cup, open
draws at 9am and 12noon.
The Summer Cup begins on
Wednesday 2 April.

Shiskine Golf Club
Sunday 23 March, 18 Hole
Medal, CSS 65, 13 played.
1 W Kelso 72-7=65 BIH, 2
D K Henderson 72-7=65, 3
C Rutterford 84-17=67 BIH.
Scratch W Kelso 72 BIH.  
Magic twos D K Henderson,
A Kerr and A Napier.

Fixtures: Sunday 6 April,
Gents 12 Hole Medal. Sun-
day 6 April, Ladies 18 Hole
Coronation Foursomes.
Wednesday 9 April, gents
Daniel Ferguson Trophy.
Thursday 10 March, Ladies
12 Hole Medal.

Machrie Bay Golf Club
Tuesday 11 March, Winter
Cup. 1 Alastair MacDon-
ald 61, 2 Fiona Scott 65, 3

The victorious Knowe team. 

David Wilkinson 67. Scratch
Alastair MacDonald 67.
Magic twos Brian Sherwood.

day of the Lochranza Hotel
Cup. 1 Brian Sherwood 36,
2 Campbell Laing 29 BIH,
3 John Milesi 29. Scratch
Brian Sherwood 74. Win-
ner of the Lochranza Hotel
Cup Brian Sherwood 182.
Runner up David Price 172.
Fixtures: Tuesday 1 April,
sweep tee off 12.30pm. Tues-
day 8 April, start of Lady
Mary/Peter Sutton, tee off
12.30pm and 5.30pm.

Whiting Bay Golf Club
Sunday 23 March, 15 played
in the sweep from the yel-
low tees. 1 Jamie McKech-
nie (6)59, 2 Peter Town-
drow (8)63, 3rd John Dick
(14)64. Jamie McKech-
nie won scratch with 65 and
there were magic twos by
J a m i e M a c P h e r s o n a n d

Jamie McKechnie.
Fixtures: Sunday 30 March,

Captain’s Prize, twice post-
poned because of the weath-
er.

Rolling start from 10am,
stableford from the yellow
tees - mark putts (on the
green) on cards. Saturday 5
April, mixed fours Poole Tro-
phy at 11am. Sunday 6 April,
Roy Ure Tankard. Preferred
lies still in operation until the
end of April.

Lamlash Golf Club
Sunday 23 March, Glenburn
Cup Final Day. 1 Mark Wren
75-9=66, 2 Ian Bremner 73-
6=67, 3 Graeme Andrew
77-9=68. Best Scratch Ian
Bremner 73. Magic twos
Billy O’Connor at the 13th

. Fixtures: Sunday 30 March,

9.30am and 12noon starts.
Thursday 3 April, Summer
Cup, make up own groups.

Many congratulations to Margaret and Vic Shaw
on your Diamond anniversary -

27th March 1954.
Love from all your family x

DIAMOND WEDDING

Look whos 

21!!!
Lots of love 

all the family 
xx
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NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING

Recycled paper made 
up 75.5% of the 

raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004

With only four weeks left to 
go until the Arran 10K race on 
Sunday 27 April it’s time for 
people to start really getting 
involved.

For those hoping to run 
simply for fun, this is 
an opportunity to focus 
on something other than 
training.

This week is the perfect 
time to start fundraising 
and get sponsorship to raise 
money for the charity of your 
choice.

Along with the abundance 
of larger more well know 
charitable organisations, 
there are many worthwhile 
volunteer-run organisations 
on the island from the Arran 
Mountain Rescue Team and 
Royal National Lideboat 

Mary Jo Tod won the Arran 
-

madoon of the season which 
was played at Brodick Golf 
Club on Saturday 22 March.

The weather report threat-
ened heavy rain showers for 
most of the day, but thankful-
ly it held off for most of the 
players, with the exception of 
the last few groups.

Results were good for some 
and not so good for others.

-
en-point reduction in handi-
cap since the beginning of 

Mary Jo Tod 68 (27). 
Second was Sally Brookes 

71 (23) and third place went 
to Lesley Murray 72 (25). 
Scratch was won by Yvonne 
Brothers who had a better 
inward half against Susan 

at 91.
The ladies would like to 

thank Trish for the lovely 
soup and sandwiches and the 
greenkeepers who kept the 
course in great playable con-
dition for March weather.

-
ter-club competition, the Kis-
cadale, at Corrie starting on 
Tuesday 15 April at 4.45pm. 

As always, spectators are 
most welcome.

This year it will be trialled 
as a referee-free competition.

The ALGU would like to 
formally thank all past Kis-
cadale referees who have 
helped to keep the players on 
track with rules and scoring.

Drumadoon winners, left to right, Susan Butchard, Yvonne Brothers, Lesley Murray, president Lynn Walker, Mary Jo Tod and Sally Brookes. 

Mary Jo takes home final Drumadoon prize

Consider fundraising for this year’s 10K

45 minutes.
On day three split the session up into 4x10-minute 

jogs but increase the sprint time in between to 45 sec-
ond sprints.

Cross train on day six and rest on days two, four and 
seven.

Institution to Arran Cancer 
Support and toddler, music, 
sport or youth groups which 

any fundraising contributions 
generated on their behalf.

With a minimum entry age 
of 15 years, pupils from Arran 
High School are welcome to 
enter and they are encouraged 
to challenge other secondary 
schools within the area to 
enter and compete against 
them.

Fancy dress is also 
encouraged whether you are 
a serious runner or fun runner 
with a prize on the day for the 
best dressed in the race.

All competitors - including 
regular runners looking to 
hit a personal best - must 
remember to take it just one 

step at a time.  By breaking 
up the run/walk and setting 
incremental goals like the next 
lamppost or next corner you 

line before you know it. Those 
worried about managing to 
achieve their goal will be 
reassured to know there is a 
water station at the half way 
mark and stewards will be on 
site to assist throughout the 
event.

Whether it be in aid of the 
elderly, children, animals, 
homeless, medical research, 
victims of war or any other 
notable cause, now is the time 
to start raising awareness, 
generating offerings and 
spreading the word.

Use Twitter with #Arran10K 
to kick start your campaign.

Follow us on 

facebook

www.facebook.com/
arranbanner

Week 8
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