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Lamlash, Isle of Arran
www.thomsonconstruction.co.uk

Telephone: 01770 600242 Fax: 01770 600714

John Thomson Construction Ltd
Building & Civil Engineering Contractors, Joiners & Glaziers

Full Design Service • Extensions Alterations • Repairs • Joinery 

Concrete Surfacing • Excavation & Drainage

Any Job  Large or Small • Estimates Free

Eight pupils from Kilmory Primary School were just a few of Arran’s talented 
youngsters who danced their way to victory at the 2011 Arran Music Festival last 
week.  Abbie and Erin Mulholland from Kilmory are pictured with the Corrie SCD 
Club Cup for Scottish country dancing in the primary one to three group. 
For the full report and all the pictures from the three days, see pages 10 and 11. 
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Crossed 
off the 
agenda

REPORT BY
by JENNY LYON

editor@arranbanner.co.uk

Improved road safety in the 
centre of Brodick has reversed 
the need for two proposed 
pedestrian crossings, it was 
revealed this week. 

At the Community Council 
meeting on Tuesday night, 
Councillor Margie Currie 
said that the roads department 
no longer believes two zebra 
crossings are required.

She said that they felt the 
new Brodick walkway had 
improved road safety at the 
pier end and that the double-
yellow lines in the centre of 
the village had made crossing 
the road easier. 

‘There were always concerns 
that the crossing near the pier 
would hold up traffic,’ said 
Councillor Currie. 

‘It was also felt that residents 
in the centre of the village 
wouldn’t be happy about the 

night.’ 
Plans were put in place for 

the crossings after a group of 
Brodick mothers expressed 
concerns about road safety in 
September 2008.

One was to be adjacent to 
the Douglas Hotel near the 
pier and the other towards the 
village hall.

Sergeant Bob MacKay told 
the meeting that many people 
would be upset by this deci-
sion.

-
creased ten fold on this island 
since I arrived,’ he said. 

‘There is a big safety issue 
here and I think the young 
mothers are still very keen to 
see a crossing at the village 
hall.’ 

Funfair hearing put off to June
The licensing board hearing 
into the future of the Brodick 
Funfair was adjourned last 
Tuesday until June 14.

Michael Stirling, the owner 
of the funfair, was unable to 

attend the original hearing 
and requested that it be moved 
to a later date. He said: ‘The 
hearing has been postponed 
until June so I should be able 
to attend and defend the fair. 

‘However, to do this we still 
need support.’ 

Letters both in favour and 
against the fair can be sent 
to the licensing committee at 
Cunninghame House. 

£80,000
boost for 
Sannox
church 
scheme
Plans to turn the derelict 
Sannox Congregational 
Church into affordable 
homes for local families 
have been rejuvenated by an 
£80,000 donation from an 
anonymous donor. 

In December campaigners 
failed to secure a mortgage 
from Triodos Bank for the 
purchase of the building due 
to a lack of collateral.

But this week The Banner
can reveal that the bank 
are now prepared to offer 
Housing Initiative For Arran 
Residents (HIFAR) a loan 
if they are able to provide a 
sum of money as a security. 

But the £80,000 donation 
on its own is not enough and 
more money is desperately 
needed. John Inglis, leader 
of the Save Sannox Church 
campaign said: ‘HIFAR 
is appealing to anyone 
interested in the project to 
make a pledge of money in 
the form of either an interest-
free loan or a donation.’

‘These pledges would be 
drawn on only in the event of 
the local community having 
a second chance to purchase.’

Dancing away with awards

Pedestrian crossings 
axed by roads chiefs

w i n e  +  d i n e
f avo u r i t e s  b a c k  f o r  2 0 1 1 !
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see inside for new seasonal opening hours
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Extensions
Renovations
Garages

DIY Supplies
Drainage
Plant Hire
UPVC Cladding
Kitchens
Bathrooms
Laminate Flooring 
Tiling

Timber treatment & Chemical DPC 
with 30 year guarantee
Glazing (24 hour service)
Conservatories
Replacement Windows 
(aluminium, PVC, timber)

Find us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/arranbanner

FOR LANDSCAPING & GROUND WORKS 
See: www.broombrae.co.uk & the Arran Index

Phone: 01770 860435 Mob: 07522 860435
FAX: 01770 860434 

E mail:bgg@broombrae.co.uk 
BGG Ltd, Kilpatrick, Isle of Arran KA27 8EY

BROOMBRAE GROUNDS  
&  GARDENS LTD isle of arran.

Find us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/arranbanner

The Caledonian MacBrayne
summer timetable came into
effect last week.

changes for ferry travellers is
the re-introduction of a late
sailing on Fridays. This extra
sailing leaves Ardrossan at
8.30pm, arriving in Brodick
at 9.25pm.

The vessel then leaves Brod-
ick at 9.40pm, returning to
Ardrossan at 10.35pm. There
are no train connections for

The Arran Banner can ex-
clusively reveal that plans
are afoot to launch an island
based motorcycle competition
similar to the annual TT tour-
nament on the Isle of Man.

Avril Uno, a regular visitor to
the Isle of Man, is in the proc-
ess of moving to Arran.

She told The Banner that she
-

edgeable and willing locals
who would be interested in
helping her organize an Isle
of Arran TT.

‘Having been a regular visi-
tor to the Isle of Man TT, I feel
that such an event is ideally
suited to the beautiful environ-
ment that is Arran,’ she said.  

‘The motorcycle racing
would only take place on a
Sunday meaning that all the
island’s roads would be closed
to the public.

‘However, the added at-
tractions of a fun fair, stunt
motorcycle riders on the new
Brodick promenade, beer
tents and hot dog stalls would
mean that all tastes would be
catered for.’

If anyone is interested in
helping Avril to plan this
event please do not hesitate
to contact her at avriluno@
hotmail.co.uk

Prestigious awards for 
Glenisle Hotel

The hard work of owners Geoffrey Dallamore and 
Timothy Billings have put the Glenisle Hotel

firmly on the Scottish hospitality map. 

‘Staff are the heart and
soul of the Glenisle’
ALamlash hotel was honoured
with two impressive prizes at
the Scottish Hotel Awards in
Glasgow on Sunday night.

The hard work that own-
ers Geoffrey Dallamore and
Timothy Billings have put
into refurbishing the Glenisle
Hotel was recognised by the
reception of the Rising Star
Small Hotel of 2011 award.

The hotel also received a
gold medal award for hospital-
ity, which recognises the high
standard of accommodation
and service that the Glenisle
has achieved.

Timothy and Geoffrey said
that they were thrilled that
the Glenisle’s success was
being recognised at a national
level.

They went on to say that

every hotel and restaurant is a
team effort and that the awards
belong to everyone who has
contributed to the refurbish-
ment and day-to-day running
of the hotel.

Refurbishment
This includes the tremendous

work done on the refurbish-
ment by the local tradesmen as
well as the contribution made
by interior designer Adrienne
Chinn and lighting designer
Rebecca Weir.

But most of all the two felt
that the awards belonged to the
hotel and restaurant staff who

they said where ‘the heart and
soul of the Glenisle’.

The glittering event was held
in the grand ballroom of the
Thistle Hotel, Glasgow and
was hosted by the well-known
Glasgow comedian Hardeep
Singh Kohli. Representatives
from hotels all over Scotland
gathered to celebrate all that
is good about the Scottish
hospitality industry.

Awards were given for all as-
pects of hospitality including
service, food and welcome,
marketing, weddings, man-
agement and many more.

Plans revealed for 
Isle of Arran TT
motorcycle race

Summer timetable brings
back late Friday boat

Glasgow Central for this late
sailing.

Another change coming
into effect from April 21 is
the complex system of peak
sailings when full fare rates
apply.

On these most popular sail-
ings, mainly on Thursday,
Friday, Saturday, Sunday and
Monday, motorists cannot use

return and must buy a full rate
single or return ticket.

Alternatively, they can use
a six-journey vehicle ticket
on any sailing, including the
peak ones. This makes the six-
journey tickets a considerable
saving.

Paying full fare rate return
for a car will cost £87 whilst
doing the same journey using
two tickets from a book of car
tickets would cost £44.67, al-
most half. There are no restric-
tions on the use of passenger
tickets on any sailing.

Bridge repairs 
scheduled
Repairs to the road bridge
in Pirnmill should be com-
pleted by the end of June,
the Community Council was
told on Tuesday night.

The central pier under
the bridge needs to be re-
inforced after it suffered
extensive damage during
severe flooding back in
October.

The village improvements
committee have expressed a
desire to see the bridge wid-
ened despite plans to install
a pavement for pedestrians.

SALE OF MENS & 
WOMENS WAX JACKETS

£70 DOWN TO JUST
£29.99

NEW IN THIS WEEK
Mens, Womens and Kids ANIMAL

Plus new for this year, LAZY JACKS
Women’s casual clothes for summer

Weekly Dry Cleaning Service
(away Monday, back Friday)

Open Mon – Sat  9am – 5.30pm
Sunday 11am - 5pm
www.bilslands.co.uk
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It pays to advertise in the ARRAN BANNER

ARDROSSAN
HARBOUR
TO YOUR DESTINATION

Mainland Taxi’s
07921 998457
01294 463556
Glasgow Airport £30
Prestwick Airport £23
Irvine Central Hospital £14
Crosshouse Hospital £20
Ayr Hospital £30
Troon Harbour £21
Seamill Hydro £12
Kilmarnock £22
Ayr £27
For other quotes just ask!
Friendly Reliable Service

GUARANTEED
7 SEATER WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE VEHICLE 
AVAILABLE

Missing
RIB owners        
offer £100 
reward
The owners of a £1,000 
2.7 metre RIB dinghy and 
outboard that went missing on 
Arran have posted a reward of 
£100 for information leading 
to their return.

Flamingo Yacht Charter’s 
yacht  ‘Swift’ moored in 
Brodick Bay on the afternoon 
of Saturday March 19 and the 
crew of four went ashore to 
watch the rugby match on the 
island.

O n  t h e i r  r e t u r n  t h e y 
discovered the dinghy and 
engine were missing.

The dinghy is a Plastima 
2.7 metre rib marked with the 
initials FYC and the outboard 
is a Honda 2.3 painted with 
the name ‘Swift’ on the 
casing.

Acting on a claim that it had 
been seen on sandy beach 
on the north side of Brodick 
Bay, the crew reported to have 
found signs of a dinghy being 
dragged up the beach towards 
a vehicle.

Flamingo Yacht Charters 
are offering £100 reward for 
information leading to the 
recovery of the two items.

Their  off ice telephone 
number is 01475 686088.

The gardens at Dougarie Lodge on Arran’s 
west coast have been annually opened to the 
public as part of Scotland’s Garden Scheme 
for 25 years.

Last Friday, Dougarie owners Stephen and 
Lavinia Gibbs received a national loyalty 
award along with 11 other gardens from around 
the country in the 80th year of Scotland’s 
Garden Scheme.

The owners of 12 glorious gardens, located 
from Stranraer to Ullapool, that have been open 
to the public for either 25 or 50 years were 
presented with awards for their loyalty and 
commitment to the scheme at the organisation’s 
annual conference in Edinburgh.

The scheme raises funds for a wide range of 
charities by arranging the opening of privately 
owned gardens that are inaccessible at other 
times. A total of 40 percent of the funds raised 
at garden openings goes to charities nominated 
by the garden owners, while the remainder 
goes to Maggie’s Cancer Caring Centres, The 
Queen’s Nursing Institute Scotland and the 
Garden Fund of the NTS.

In recent years, 40 per cent of the takings at 
Dougarie have gone to Pirnmill Improvements 
Committee.

This year, Dougarie will be open to the public 
on Sunday June 26 with a range of stalls of 
home baking and plants.

There will be no street parties 
on Arran to celebrate the Royal 
wedding on Friday April 29.

Although it is a public holiday, 
when William and Kate tie the 
knot in Westminster Cathedral, 
it looks as though many Arran 
folk will be going about their 
daily business as normal.

On Tuesday, a spokesman 
for North Ayrshire Council 
said: ‘So far, we have not 
received any applications for 
street parties to celebrate the 
Royal wedding. Applications 
for temporary road closures 

Low levels of radiation have been reported in Glasgow by the 
Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA).

An air sampler laboratory on the south side of Glasgow has 
picked up the presence of radioactive iodine. The Fukushima 
nuclear power plant in Japan was damaged by the tsunami after 
a huge earthquake on March 11. 

Now, 6,000 miles away and three weeks on, traces of nuclear 
fall-out have been detected in central Scotland.

The Health Protection Agency said that levels of radioactive 
iodine ‘may rise in the coming days and weeks’ but would not 
cause harm to public health. The levels picked up in Glasgow 
are similar to those detected in other parts of Europe.

Lavinia Gibbs of Dougarie Lodge receiving a national loyalty award from Jamie 
Macnab, director of award sponsors Savills.

No Arran street  
parties for
Kate and Wills

require to be submitted by this 
Friday April 1 to allow them to 
be advertised.’

Island residents are allowed 
to drink alcohol in their own 
gardens, but a temporary 
licence is needed for drinking 
in the street.

The last major event when the 

was in May 1995 on the 50th

anniversary of VE Day. There 
was bunting around Brodick 
pier and happy street parties in 
Kilmory and Ladeside Place, 
Shiskine.

Loyalty award for Dougarie gardens Nuclear fall-out from Japan 
detected in Glasgow

Kinloch Hotel Carvery
Mothering Sunday

SPECIAL 
Sunday 3rd April

1pm until 3pm
3 Course Roast Lunch

Including Coffee
Adults
£12.95

Children under 12 
£6.95

Surprise
Gift for 
Mum

Call 860444 
For Bookings

Treat Mum this Sunday 
at the Old Byre Showroom and Coffee Shop

(re-opening Fri 1st April)

Have a delicious lunch or 
coffee and cake before 

browsing our exciting new 
collections in the shop

(even grab a bargain on the 
£5 and £10 clearance rails)

Open 10am - 5pm 7 days
Tel: 840227 

www.oldbyre.co.uk

Sheepskin Shop Brodick 
now open 6 days.

SAVE MONEY, 
  GET FIT, 
             BUY A BIKE

Choose from the full range of GIANT Bikes on
www.giant-bicycles.com/en-gb/bikes/
Most models available in 7 days.

Off Road bikes available from stock from £198.00
Test our Hybrid bikes. Not exercise free, just a little help 
with the hills.

Phone 01770 302 377 or 07717 845 755
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Congratulations to Mrs Con-
nie Mason and Mrs Anne Din-
woodie who are the February
and March winners of Brodick
200 Club’s £50 prizes.

Princess Antoinette, centre, with Lady Jean Fforde and Prince Rainier of
Monaco having fun at Dougarie in 1928.

Community values explored
by island’s civic trust

Work is underway at the Na-
tional Trust for Scotland’s
Brodick Castle and Country
Park as staff and volunteers
prepare for the peak visitor
season once again.

Visitor will see a number
of changes on arrival at the
historic home of the Dukes of
Hamilton, as the plant sales
area at the reception centre has
been upgraded.

The pedestrian entrance at
Cladach has also been en-
hanced and should be more
welcoming for visitors.

Property manager Ken Thor-
burn said: ‘The castle has had
a very thorough spring clean
and with the addition of a new

Historic Brodick
Castle gears up
for spring

carpet, specially woven for the
Red Gallery, we are ready for
the start of the season.’

And in the famous gardens,
Brodick will continue to bloom
beautifully.

The conservation charity has
also recently appointed a new
team to tackle plant disease
Phytophthora kernovaie.

Working with expert garden
staff, they will also restore the
vital shelterbelt that protects
the internationally recognised
garden with its unique collec-
tion of plants.

Meanwhile, in the wider
estate and on nearby Goatfell,
the expert team of ranger staff
have plenty planned to help

visitors enjoyArran’s stunning
natural heritage.

New for 2011 is the Landrov-
er Forest Adventure – a joint
event with the Forestry Com-
mission Ranger, it aims to
give people the opportunity to
experience some of the remote
forest tracks on Arran with
stunning views and wildlife
opportunities.

The team will also host
a week of wildlife themed
events from 28 May to 3
June, introducing people to
the many species of birds and
mammals that can be found
on the island, including the
under threat black grouse and
red squirrel.

Brodick 200
Club

Death of Princess
Antoinette of Monaco
PrincessAntoinette of Monaco
died last Friday 18 March.

She was related to Lady Jean
Fforde and was in her 91st

year. Unfortunately, due to ill
health she was unable to attend
Lady Jean’s own 90th birthday
party at Strabane last summer
when the principal guests were
Princess Antoinette’s nephew,
Prince Albert II of Monaco

-
cée, Charlene Wittstock.

Lady Jean’s grandfather, the
12th Duke of Hamilton, had
a sister, Lady Mary Victoria
Hamilton, and she married
Prince Albert I of Monaco in
1869. Princess Antoinette was
their granddaughter.

In her childhood, Lady Jean
received regular visits toArran
from Princess Antoinette and
her brother Prince Rainier of
Monaco.

At her birthday party last
July, Lady Jean said: ‘I had
some fun with Prince Rainer

and Princess Antoinette as a
child. They used to come here
on holiday and we would play
up on Brodick Castle roofs,
much to the dismay of our
nannies.

‘We would drop stones down
the chimneys and there would
be a cloud of soot.’

In Monaco, the high spirits
among the youngsters was
just as rife.

Recalled
Lady Jean recalled the an-

ger of her nanny when she
and Princess Antoinette were
discovered eating hard boiled
eggs while sitting on the Royal
throne in the palace, then stuff-
ing the eggshells under the
state cushions.

Principal mourner at Princess
Antoinette’s funeral on Thurs-
day was her nephew Prince
Albert II who ordered two
weeks of state mourning and

be lowered to half mast.

-
ential promoters of commu-
nity values will be speaking
at a meeting of theArran Civic
Trust next week.

Alastair McIntosh, who
grew up in a Hebridean croft-
ing community on the Isle
of Lewis will be the guest
speaker on Thursday 7April at
7.30pm in the High School.

Mr McIntosh believes that
to build a strong community
means more than just being a
part of society.

It also means asking what it
really means to be a human
being and what are our values,
our sense of identity, and how
this all ties in with having a
sense of place.At this meeting,
he will discuss ‘Rekindling
Community: Identity, Values

and Place’. The author of
many books, he will draw on
his experience with land re-
form on Eigg and the GalGael
Trust in Govan.

His illustrated talk will ex-
plore these questions, and pose
questions for the meanings of
community on Arran.

At a time when issues of
community –housing (quality,
quantity and design), health
services, social services, rural

community on Arran- are all
being discussed and pondered
upon, this will be an opportu-
nity to gain new perspectives
on some of the issues on our
island.

The talk will be followed by
an opportunity to ask ques-
tions. All welcome.
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CARS
2008 08 Vauxhall Astra - SXI Coupe
1.4 Black, 11,000 miles
2005 54 Vauxhall Astra Life – 5 Dr Hatchback
1.6 Silver, 83,000 miles
2003 03 Vauxhall Corsa GLS – 5 Dr Hatchback
1.2 Blue, 77,000 miles
2003 03 Audi S3 – 3 Dr Hatchback
1.8 Black, 83,000 miles
2005 54 Vauxhall Astra Club CTDI Diesel Estate
1.7 Silver
2001 51 VW Beetle – 3 Dr Hatchback
2.0 Black, 71,000 miles
2001 Y reg Ford KA Collection – 3 Dr Hatchback
1.3 Purple Blue, 17,000 miles
2001 X reg Renault Clio Alize – 5 Dr Hatchback
1.4 Green Met, 30,000 miles
1999 Apr BMW 318 Touring – 5 Dr Estate
1.8 Black, 99,000 miles
     
COMMERCIALS
2006 06 Ford Connect Van - 200L SWB Side Dr
1.8D White 70,000 miles

2004 Honda 350 Quad 4,700 km – 6253 hrs
2004 Honda 450 Quad 9,100 km – 1080 hrs

C M Weir & Sons
Machrie Garage Tel 840231

HOMESTYLES,
Brodick

Tel 302648

NOW IN STOCK
seed potatoes, onion sets, shallots

Seeds only £1 pack
propagators, seed trays, weed control fabrics

Full range of composts – J Inness, Evicareous, Multi Purpose
Fertilisers and Feeds 1kg-25kg

Greenhouses  8’ x 6’  Polycarbonate  £325
COMING SOON

Large range of terracotta and plastic planters, baskets and troughs
Lawnmowers and Strimmers

PARKING AVAILABLE AT REAR.

Opening hours 10am – 5pm. Last food orders 4pm
Closed Sunday and Monday

Golf Course Rd, Whiting Bay
Tel: 700393

Paintings & Prints by Shiela Findlay on display Eat alfresco in our seafront garden

Delicious Snacks & Light Meals. Homebaking always available

ELEANORS FLOWERS
Order Now

Mothers Day Specials
Bouquets,

Arrangements, Plants
1 Auchrannie Road 01770302587

A Royal Navy submarine  
sighting in the Kilbran-
nan Sound last Sunday was 
thought to be HMS Ambush,
the new British nuclear sub-
marine launched on January 
6, on manoeuvres. 

The vessel uses advanced 
stealth technology, making 
less noise than a baby dolphin 
when underway. 

Her sister ship, HMS Astute 
ran aground off the Isle of 
Skye last October.

Medical care on Arran has 
been bolstered by a visit to 
the island by a lorry from 
Dundee.

Submarine in
Kilbrannan Sound

Medical
training – 
on the back 
of a lorry?

The simulation training was provided as part of the AIM 
CARE project, which is being run by Dr David Hogg of 

Brodick Health Centre. The Clinical Skills Unit is a state of the art training facility. 

Staff nurse Andrea Bond, GP Greg Hamill, ambulance technician Shirley Anderson 
and staff nurse Nicola Coyne take part in a simulated resuscitation of a baby. 

The Clinical Simulation Unit 
came to Lamlash Fire Station 
for a week to allow 50 hospi-
tal staff, GPs and emergency 

responders to practice their 
emergency medical skills.

An expert team - including 
adult and paediatric retrieval 
teams from Glasgow - de-
livered a series of simulation 
sessions over the week. 

Scenarios included severe 
asthma, heart attacks, head 
injuries and meningitis. 

Each simulation was re-
corded to video, which was 
subsequently used to highlight  
good practice and any learning 
points.

The simulation training was 
provided as part of the AIM 
CARE project, which is being 
run by Dr David Hogg.

Dr Hogg, GP at Brodick 
Health Centre said: ‘The unit 
offers state-of-the-art training. 
SimMan and SimBaby are not 
real patients, yet they breathe 
and speak. They also have an 
uncanny habit of developing 
life-threatening conditions, 
which allows emergency 
scenarios to be practiced in 
a completely safe environ-
ment.’

The unit contains cutting-
edge facilities that are nor-

mally only available in larger 
hospitals.

Dr Hogg added: ‘It makes 
sense to provide training in 
this way, just like airline pilots 
who have used simulation 
training for much longer. 

‘The critical factor here is 
that participants work together 
and use the same equipment 

as they would in the hospi-

tal, so the whole experience 
becomes more real.’

Evening sessions were run 
for the ambulance First Re-
sponders and the Mountain 
Rescue Team. 

‘That was a good session 
– we let the unit become cold, 
and switched off the lights 
to simulate a typical call-out 
for the team,’ explained Dr 

Hogg. ‘Giving medical care to 
a patient in that environment 
provides its own challenges. 

‘Everyone found the sessions 
useful, and we hope to have 
the unit back for more train-
ing. The support offered by 
Strathclyde Fire and Rescue 
is particularly appreciated, 
as it made the whole week 
possible.’ 

It pays to advertise in the
ARRAN BANNER

BOOKS ON ARRAN!
NOEL CRACK
BOOKSELLER

Antiquarian and Second Hand.
Specialist in Natural History, Field 
Sports Outdoor Pursuits and many 

other subjects.
Also a good selection of Scottish 

Books
including Highlands and Islands, Arran 

and Clyde Estuary.
Two book rooms open for browsing      

Thursday, Fridays & Saturday
10am – 5pm

The Old Haybarn
Park Terrace, Lamlash

(behind the High School)
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REPORT
by HOWARD DRIVER

editor@arranbanner.co.uk

Nan Murchie and Catherine Murchie.    

The Arran Society 
of Glasgow
annual dinner

Outgoing president David Oakes with speaker Deborah Robertson and Professor 
Sir Kenneth Calman.

Piper John Duthie. 
Secretary Catherine Murchie, president David Oakes and incoming president

Dr Mary Brown. 

The Annual Dinner of the 
Arran Society of Glasgow 
was held in the Radisson 
Hotel, Glasgow on Saturday 
12 March.

It was attended by 79 guests 
who were piped in by John 
Duthie.

The Society’s President, 
David Oakes of Lamlash, wel-
comed everyone, introduced 
the top table and Grace was 
said by Sheila Gilmore.

In his Toast to the Society, 
the President highlighted the 
continuing work of the Society 
and the many and varied ways 

aims and objectives, includ-

assistance to qualifying ap-
plicants.

year as Society President, Da-
vid thanked his fellow direc-
tors for all their support, Nan 
and Catherine Murchie for 

organising the dinners, Sheila 
Gilmore for arranging the 
speakers and entertainment, 
and Gilbert Anderson for the 

-
ises in Glasgow for meetings 
of the Society’s Directorate.

Toast
The Toast to the Isle of Arran 

was proposed by Professor Sir 
Kenneth Calman,  Chairman 
of the National Trust for Scot-
land, who was accompanied 
by his wife Anne. Mrs Debo-
rah Robertson competently 
replied to Sir Kenneth’s toast; 
her husband Willie accompa-
nied her to the dinner.  

The entertainment was pro-
vided by Arran’s own talented 
people.

Musical interludes were 
provided by Robyn Keen, 

and Arran Burns was recited 
eloquently by Calum John-
ston. This was followed by the 
multitalented Sheila Gilmore, 
assisted by the new President, 
Dr Mary Brown and Catherine 
Murchie.

-
tained the audience in his own 
inimitable style. 

A most enjoyable evening 
concluded with a vote of 
thanks to the Chairman by Dr 
Don Brown, who had provided 
one of his own poems for the 
tables.

We look forward to seeing 
everyone in 2012 when the 
Dinner returns to Arran. 

Catherine Murchie is the 
Secretary of the Society and 
any requests for assistance 
can be sent to Catherine at 4 
Whitelee Crescent, Newton 
Mearns, Glasgow, G77 6UH 
or e-mail catherine.murchie@
btinternet.com

President stands down after 
his fourth and final year

M.B.S.
B U I L D I N G  a n d T I M B E R  S U P P L I E S

Whiting Bay 700202

OPEN Monday-Saturday 8.30 a.m.- 5 p.m - Sunday 11am - 4pm

open sundays
11am – 4pm

DIY Store and Garden Centre
Flowering Plants for Mothers Day

Petrol and Diesel Sales
Open Monday – Saturday 

8.30am – 5pm Sunday
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Rotary International
in Great Britain & Ireland www.ribi.org

Join Rotary and make 
a world of difference

Stephanie & Mark
Rotary club members

Arran Brewery MD claims 
beer tax increase hits
responsible drinkers

Riding a bike at the same 
time as a skeleton at the 
Glasgow Science Centre.    

On Wednesday 16 March 
pupils from Whiting Bay Pri-
mary P1 to P7 set off for a day 
trip to the Glasgow Science 
Centre on the 8.20am ferry 
from Brodick. 

This trip was to celebrate the 
National Science and Engi-
neering Week 11 to 20 March 
and they were lucky enough 
to receive a grant funded by 

Whiting Bay pupils playing on the harp that
has no strings.

Fun and learning at
Science Museum for
Whiting Bay pupils

NSEW, the Scottish Govern-
ment and the British Science 
Association to enable the 
whole school to join in. The 
excited youngsters took part in 
two shows; ‘Journey Through 
My Body’ for P1 to P3, and 
‘The Eco Show’ for P4 to P7. 
They all enjoyed the hands-on 
exhibits in the Science Mall.

A lot of fun was had by all 

– including the adults. 
Some of the pupil comments 

afterwards were: ‘I loved the 
harp that had no strings!’, ‘I 
liked the bike that you could 
ride at the same time as a 
skeleton!’, ‘I thought the air 
gun that kept the beachball 
up was cool,’ and ‘the funny 
mirror made it seem like you 
were in a parallel world.’

Gerald Michaluk, Managing 
Director of the Isle of Arran 
Brewery has lamented the 
increase in beer tax in last 
week’s Budget.

He said: ‘The increase of 

in beer tax, announced in the 
Budget, is not welcome and 
will not help the brewing in-
dustry but it could have been 
a lot worse.

‘Yet again it is responsible 
drinkers who will be shoulder-
ing more than their fare share 
of the cost of the recovery. 
I hope that as the economy 
improves the Chancellor will 
be minded to reduce the tax on 
beer but somehow I think beer 
taxation is a one-way ticket.

‘What the public don’t re-
alise is that the duty increase 
cannot always be passed on 
by the brewery to the super-
markets.

‘At the last budget beer duty 
price increase one of the su-
permarkets we supply simply 
refused to accept us passing on 
the tax increase and we were 
left to absorb the cost or not to 
sell to the supermarkets. Yet 
the price of our beer on the 
shelf went up by the price of 
the duty increase. 

‘Perhaps, its time the brew-
eries to name and shame the 
supermarkets that don’t play 
fair with their supplier.’

The Isle of Arran Brewery 
is a member of the Soci-
ety of Independent Brewers 
(SIBA), which represents 
around 450 craft brewers 
across Britain. SIBA and its 
members have campaigned 
vigorously against the Gov-
ernment’s ‘duty escalator’, 
which increases beer duty by 
two percent above inflation 
every year.

There are concerns that con 
men pretending to be census 
officers could be trying to 
obtain people’s private in-
formation throughout North 
Ayrshire. 

The National Census takes 
place every 10 years and ena-
bles the government and local 
authorities to plan education, 
transport and business invest-
ment.

However, there are concerns 
that people may attempt to ob-
tain resident’s private details 
as they try to pass themselves 

North Ayrshire Council’s 
Trading Standards have issued 
a warning to local people who 
may have failed to send their 
census forms either by post or 
via the internet.

Councillor David O’Neill, 
leader of North Ayrshire Coun-
cil, said: ‘It is unfortunate, to 

Trading Standards warning

say the least, that some people 
may wish to take advantage 
of this to carry out criminal 
activities.

Census officers will take 
to the streets in the days and 
weeks following the census on 
Sunday March 27, knocking 
on the doors of those house-
holds, which have failed to 
provide the necessary infor-
mation.

-
ernment branded badges, and 
will visit homes to encourage 

census forms.
However, there are reports 

that some organised criminals 
may try to use the census in 
an attempt to con people into 
passing information which 
may include bank details 



press policy
WE AT The Arran Banner do our utmost to make sure that all our reports 
are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on occasion, mistakes 
can occur in the hectic process of producing a local newspaper.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in print. 
The 

Arran Banner, Brodick, Arran giving your day-time telephone number 
where possible. 

This statement of policy will appear on this page every week along with 

The Arran Banner adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s Code 
of Conduct.  The views expressed in The Arran Banner are not necessarily 
those of the The Oban Times Group.

your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 
words in length for publication on this page. The 
editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses 
must be supplied, including on e-mails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime telephone number is also 
required for verification. Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact telephone number will not 
be printed. Please write or fax to: Letters Page, The 
Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran. 
E-mail editor@arranbanner.co.uk

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Arran
Deliveries
Glasgow Depot
Arran Deliveries
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow G14 OHB

Arran Deliveries
The Parcel Point
Harbour Road, 
Ardrossan
North Ayrshire 
KA22 8BZ

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
Daily collection throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and surrounding districts

Tel: 01475 676 255
Fax: 01294 469 492

Open Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm
Accepting goods destined 
for the island

We deliver the goods
not excuses
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Arran residents and holidaymakers are still making sure that 
they pack their copy of the Banner to keep up with local issues 
when they go on holiday.

This week we have a fantastic photograph of Iain and Lavinia 
Hendry of Brodick and Jim Bannatyne of Blackwaterfoot read-
ing The Banner while travelling through the Panama Canal on 
board the Balmoral. 

Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. He who comes 
to Me will never go hungry, and he who believes in Me will 
never be thirsty.” (John 6:35 )

Sound system
missing in
Southend
Sir,
In keeping with our chaotic, 
rock’n’roll lifestyle and with 
the shambolic organisation of 
our group, it is with pleasure 
that I am obliged to make 
known the fact that the News-
band has managed to lose its 
entire PA system.

This was last seen in Kilmory 
Hall at the end of January on 
the occasion of Dennis Smith’s 
40th birthday celebrations.

Needless to say, memories 
among the gallant Southend 
lads have been patchy con-
cerning that particular night.

If anyone has any idea of the 
whereabouts of these rather 
bulky objects, I would be 
obliged if they could contact 
me at 830646.

Many of you have heard the 
band at some time and perhaps 
did not think much of our 
musical talents. But believe 
me, you do not want to hear us 
playing an acoustic set!

Yours,
Brian Miller
Dunira
Lochranza

Safe bypass needed
Sir,
I am replying to the letter in 
the Banner on 19 March re-
garding the path between Glen 
Rosa and Glen Sannox at the 
Whin dyke section.

When you walked up Glen 
Sannox you could see a route 
that turned to the left and took 
you up below the path to North 
Goatfell.

From the bottom of the glen 
you could see the route going 
around boulders which were 
reference points when you 
reached them. When you got 
near the top, you came to a 
path used by climbers going 
to climb North Goatfell. 

At this point you turned right 
onto North Goatfell path. This 
was a safe bypass to the Whin 
dyke route, and coming from 
Glen Rosa it was also a safe 
bypass to the Whin dyke.

I tried to get the route up-
graded but was dismissed 
by the path and hill experts 
who said that it would cost 
thousands to upgrade it and 
would not be worth it because 

there was a good route there 
already.

I have gone up and down the 
Whin dyke over many years 
and I can fully appreciate 
the problem the writer expe-
rienced. I can only hope this 
bypass will be done sooner 
rather than later.

This part of Arran is a grand 
place for hill walkers to get 

and to enjoy our beautiful 
countryside.

Yours,
Alasdair Hendry
Cir Mhor
Brodick

Enterprising island 
Sir,
I was very pleased to read of 
the ‘Arran Exhibition’ that will 
take place in George Square, 
Glasgow on May 14 and 15. 

This is a huge step in the 
right direction for all Arran 
businesses and shows that 
Arran is indeed an island of 
enterprise.

I like the idea so much that 
I am willing to volunteer to 
help at the event and as a 
regular visitor to Arran I have 
built up a vast knowledge of 
the island.

But I am also a Glaswegian 
so I am able to provide train 
times, fare prices and even 
the usual platform numbers at 
Glasgow Central Station.

And having organised coach 
trips to Arran in the past, I 
am also able to provide road 
routes to Ardrossan for car 
drivers.

Glasgow – and George 
Square in particular – has a 
growing number of visitors 
from abroad and I believe the 
square can also be viewed 
around the world via the in-
ternet.

I also believe that events and 
products of Arran could be 
boosted further if the island 

identity and pride and would 
certainly help boost tourism 
further across the world.

course replace any national 
flag but could certainly be 
used on clothing by local 
sports teams as well as on all 
Arran produce.

With Arran’s rich history of 
Vikings etc. and spectacular 

scenery and wildlife, I am sure 
local artists and schools could 

Yours,
Colin Thomson
Ruchazie Road
Glasgow

Facts over fiction 
Sir, 
I write in response to Mr Jim 
Lees’ letter of last week (Some 
people have short memories) 

facts.
SPT does not operate the 

concessionary travel scheme 
nor did we take any decision to 
abolish it, as Mr Lees claims.

Transport Scotland operates 
the Scotland-wide free bus 
travel scheme for older and 
disabled people, not SPT. 

This is complimented by the 
Strathclyde Concessionary 
Travel Scheme, which allows 
concessionary train, Subway 
and ferry journeys for those 
living within its boundaries 
– again not run by SPT.

What we actually do is act 
as a secretariat for the Strath-
clyde Concessionary Travel 
Scheme and in essence ad-
minister it.

The scheme itself is run 
by a committee made up of 
representatives from Argyll 
& Bute Council; East Ayrshire 
Council; East Dunbartonshire 
Council; East Renfrewshire 
Council; Glasgow City Coun-
cil; Inverclyde Council; North 
Ayrshire Council; North Lan-
arkshire Council; Renfrews-
hire Council; South Ayrshire 

Council; South Lanarkshire 
Council and West Dunbarton-
shire Council.

Any decision to alter the na-
ture of the scheme, including 
the fare structure, is a matter 
for the committee and its 
cross-party members.

Yours,
G Maclennan
SPT Chief Executive

Ugly site
Sir,
Lochranza, the most beautiful 
village on the island, has been 
further enhanced by the siting 
of a crimson canine waste con-
tainer in front of the sheltered 
housing car park and a short 
distance from the surgery.

was made by placing it ad-
jacent to a gorse bush in full 
bloom.

Despite this, it can be seen 
clearly from the front door 
and kitchen window of each 
of the six houses (without a 
dog amongst them) and the 
surgery, where pets are surely 
not welcome.

To the north east of this site 
is approximately a half kilo-
metre of open road traversing 
the golf course that could ac-
commodate such an excretion 
without giving great offence.

Perhaps all the committee, 
sub-committees, sub-sub-
committees and quangos will 
for once cast aside their differ-
ences and get to the bottom of 
this pressing problem.

Yours,
Name and address supplied 

We had a number of phone calls from incensed Arran motor-
ists last Wednesday morning demanding to know why the 
penny had failed to come off at the pumps.

Fuel prices were supposed to go down by 1p after the Chan-
cellor George Osbourne delivered his Budget on Wednesday 
but the penny never dropped here.

An equally enraged member of staff at an island petrol 
station told us that they were not obliged to implement the 
reduction until fuel bought before Wednesday was sold 
out.

In theory, dropping fuel duty was good - but the reality is 
that it is not bringing pump prices down. 

If it keeps going up by 1p a week, then in the next 15 to 
16 weeks we will see average prices almost hitting 160p per 
litre, or more, on the island. 

This will affect everybody. Everything in the supermarkets 
will be more expensive because goods will cost more to get 
into the shops.  Motoring watchdogs are even warning that 

litre increase in fuel duty between now and August.
It looks as though predictions last month that driving 

could once again become the preserve of the rich are com-
ing true. 

the average family car will feel even more hard-hit by the 
ongoing price increases.

Fire engines from all over the island were seen rushing to 

was the result of annual heather burning got ever so slightly 
out of hand. 

Some people may wonder why this traditional manage-
ment tool is still used in the 21st century to help regenerate 

regeneration caused by muirburn – the time-honoured name 
for heather burning - but in the past locals have expressed 

Over the years, the planting of forestry plantations on the 
Arran Moors has made the local farmers nervous about 
continuing with the traditional management of the heather 
by burning. 

But this traditional method of managing our moors should 
be celebrated.

For when it is carried out properly, in a safe and controlled 
manner, it is an amazing way of looking after one of Arran’s 
most precious assets. 

Penny has yet to drop on Arran
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Making Waves: Ocean Breeze Rib Tours

The Perfect Storm
Business Gateway launched on 
the Isles of Arran and Cumbrae 
in April 2009, when responsibility 
for delivering this service was de-
volved to North Ayrshire Council.
The contractor for Arran and 
Cumbrae is Derek Shand who 
with his extensive knowledge of 
the financial and business world 
is well placed to give supportive 
and knowledgeable assistance to 
businesses
Our aim is twofold. Firstly, help-
ing new businesses get estab-
lished giving them lots of useful 
information to arm them with 
the knowledge and confidence 
to launch a legal insurable and 
ultimately rewarding business. 
Secondly we are responsible for 
helping existing business plan 
their way forward either to expan-
sion or to sustainability.
The majority of our training and 
support is delivered 1:1 which 
speeds up the process from 
planning to launch as clients 
do not have to wait on courses 
being delivered. We also deliver 
networking and training days for 
groups of startup and existing 
clients.
Celebrations
This month we are celebrating! 
We have breached a client base 
of 200 clients and to date we 
have seen the safe launch of 
over 50 businesses. We are really 
proud of this achievement. Some 
businesses have delayed launch 
and are still planning and some 
over the years have found the 
challenge too great.
In July 2010 we were awarded 
funding by Leader to help 
businesses in their day to day 
challenges in this modern world. 
To this end, we offer support in 
such necessities as e-business, 
marketing, training and software, 
and the funding offers up to 
50% of the cost of provision of 
these services. Application for 
this funding is very simple and 
straight forward.

Cherry on Top: Diversifying your business Base Related Loans: 
Read the Small Print
Do you have a Base Related Business 
Loan with any of the High Street Banks? 
If you do it is well worth the effort of 
digging out your Loan Agreement and 
checking that the loan is set up in ac-
cordance with the terms and conditions 
within the Agreement. Think back to when 
you organised the loan. Did you really 
read the terms and conditions? Were they 
explained to you properly? Or did you 
just do what most do when faced with 
complicated documents and sign where 
you were told to?
If the loan is Capital and Interest pay-
ments combined then you should have 
one payment of capital and interest per 
month, if the loan payment has remained 
constant since the reductions in Base 
Rate to 0.5% then you have been paying 
too much to your loan. This is fine if you 
can afford this and your loan will be being 
repaid more quickly. However remember 
you did sign for a loan over a specific 
period, so you can ask for your payments 
to be reduced. Some banks are good and 
change payments automatically, though 
watch out if you are paying by Standing 
Order and not by Direct Debit this is not 
usually the case.
Banks are quick enough to put up the 
payments when interest rates rise but are 
a wee bit slower when it comes to drops 
in the rate so it’s well worth taking the 
time to make the enquiry.
Your Loan Agreement may also offer mid-
term payment holidays. If you are having 
difficulty meeting payments or would just 
like a wee rest from the payments then 
exercise your options.
Finally your Loan may be set up incor-
rectly. Watch out for two payments per 
month coming from your account. Some 
banks offer a holiday period when you 
will pay only interest for around 6 months 
or a year. At the expiry of this holiday they 
activate the payment for Capital and Inter-
est and can forget to cancel the monthly 
interest payment meaning you are paying 
too much for your loan.
SO TAKE MY ADVICE CHECK YOUR LOAN

Derek Fleming Joinery

Get in touch
Are you interested in starting 
up your own business and 
what Business Gateway could 
do to help?
For further information contact 
Derek Shand on
07833 755684 or
01770 302676

STOP PRESS!
Two new businesses have 
opened on Arran this month 
with the help of Business 
Gateway.
Studio 7 was opened by 
Shirley Sievewright and Emma 
I’anson in Lamlash, while Lynn 
Raeburn opened the doors to 
Bunty’s in Brodick.

Ocean Breeze RiB 
Tours began life in 
2008 when Russell 
and Elspeth Chesh-
ire decided that they 
wished to share 
their enjoyment of 
boating in the seas 
around Arran with 
members of the 
public.
In April 2008 we 
purchased ‘Bennan’, 
a 9 metre Ribcraft 
RiB from Quinquari 
Marine North based 
in North Ballachul-
ish. Then started 7 
months of training 
and night exercises 
culminating in us 
both qualifying as 
commercial skip-
pers.

In 2009 we started 
running powerboat 
trips for the public to 
Ailsa Craig, Sanda 
Island and Pladda 
The trips were all 
greatly appreciated 
by those we took 
out and they had no 
hesitation in telling 
us this.
During this time we 
also ran Kildonan 
Stores and Post 
Office and Elspeth 
often found herself 
racing back after a 
boat trip to relieve 
the staff at the shop 
at the end of their 
shift.
In May 2010 after 
much thought we 
decided to close 

Kildonan Stores, 
mainly due to the 
lack of support from 
our bank whose 
constant answer 
when approached 
for any form of fund-
ing for further invest-
ment in our business 
was ‘No’.
The decision was a 
hard one to make as 
it also meant making 
2 very loyal full-time 

members of staff 
redundant.
What it did mean 
was that we could
devote our time and 
energy to the part of 
our business that we 
really enjoyed.
The 2010 season 
with the boats was 
very varied, from 
scheduled passen-
ger tours, to ferrying 
Buddhist nuns and 

their belongings (includ-
ing a throne) and also 
working with the BBC 
filming for ‘Panorama’.
During the past 2 years 
we have been greatly 
supported by Business 
Gateway in the form of 

good advice, a friendly 
listening ear and also 
help in the receipt of a 
grant towards the cost of 
advertising flags which 
were essential in making 
our business more vis-
ible to the public.

Derek was in employ-
ment and had a great 
ambition to be his own 
boss to allow him to 
run his own business, 
control his workflow and 
ultimately become much 
better off.
The first stage of his 
endeavour was to talk to 
Business Gateway who 
referred him to Derek 
Shand to go through a 
period of training and 
planning to ascertain 
whether or not being 
self-employed was the 
best step to take. The 

training was delivered 
on a 1:1 basis over a 
couple of weeks, by 
the end of this process 
Derek was ready to take 
the decision to take on 
the challenge of be-
ing self-employed and 
embarked on the steps 
to becoming a legal and 
insurable business.
The business was 
launched in July 2010 
and Arran residents 
were treated to a smart 
liveried works van boldly 
advertising the new 
tradesman, together 

with the van advertising 
Derek also advertised 
in the Banner. Prior to 
launch Derek had car-
ried out market research 
and was confident that 
he would have reward-
ing work from day one.
Now Derek has a well 
organised efficient and 
recognised business 
on Arran with a growing 
customer database and 
regular repeat business 
from satisfied customers, 
for the bigger jobs he 
works with his brother 
Stuart Fleming who has 

an existing well estab-
lished joinery business 
and has benefited from 
the trading partnership.
Derek says “I am really 
glad that I took on the 
challenge of self-em-
ployment. Every day 
is a challenge and the 
business is proving to be 
profitable and rewarding. 
Without the business 
planning process and 
the help of Business 
Gateway and my family 
my start up would have 
been a much longer 
process,”

Holly Tulika took on the 
challenge of operat-
ing the Rosaburn 
Café in October 2009 
after working there for 
8 years. As a business 
start up she took guid-
ance from Derek Shand, 
Business Gateway’s lo-
cal contractor and with 
his advice combined 
with Holly’s persever-
ance and business 
acumen the business 
has flourished and now 
stands as an estab-
lished destination in the 
island trail for visitors 
and locals alike.
When starting a busi-
ness you should ask 
yourself three ques-
tions: “What are your 
strengths and weak-
nesses?” and “What 
can I do to expand the 
business in the long 
term?”
Holly quickly identified 

book keeping as an 
area in which she was 
weak and a real pain 
when you have to look 
after a busy business so 
she has now engaged 
an accountant who 
takes this responsibility 
from her.
Luckily, Holly’s 
strengths were in essen-
tial areas for her line of 
work: she liked people 
and could organise staff 
and over her years of 
apprenticeship under 
Susan Williamson could 
produce a reasonable 
plate of food.
The Next question 
which Holly had to face 
was how to expand 
upon the business. Hol-
ly’s answer? “Well I can 
bake cakes”.
So here we are, Holly 
launches her new range 
of celebration cakes 
and cupcakes for any 

occasion a diversifica-
tion to her business 
which will expand 
her sales outside the 
Rosaburn Café and 
extend and expand 
her business. Maybe 
this idea was boosted 
by her current condi-
tion of “having a bun 
in her oven”… who 
knows?

Ocean Breeze RiB Tours
Isle Of Arran Scotland

“a different way of 
seeing and learning”

Powerboat Tours around Arran
and the Firth of Clyde
www.obrt.co.uk

+44(0)1770820356
07771463567

Ocean Breeze, Shore Road, 
Kildonan, Isle of Arran, KA27 8SE

For more information and to order call Holly
01770302636 (day)  07787554936 (evening)

HOLLY TULIKA

Celebration Cakes
Cakes & Cupcakes for any  occasion
Perfect for a special gift!
Mother’s Day, Easter, Birthdays
Anniversaries, Christenings

Rosaburn Café
Irresistible Home Baking
Freshly prepared soup
Dish-of –the-Day
Delectable Sweet Menu
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Brodick 01770 302293

BETTER BAR MEALS
Home-cooked & served Daily 12.30 - 2.00pm & 6pm - 9pm 

Malt Whiskies    Children Welcome
WHAT’S ON THIS WEEK

Friday - Over 21s Disco - 10pm
Tuesday - Pop Music Quiz - 9pm

Wednesday - Live Blues/Folk - 9pm
Thursday - General Knowledge Quiz - 9pm

Saturday - Over 21s Disco -10pm

Real Ale (Recommended CAMRA Good Beer Guide)

8-seater taxis available

Ardrossan Harbour to:

Glasgow Airport
£30.00

Prestwick Airport
£25.00

Return bookings and other 
prices on request.

It pays to advertise in the
ARRAN BANNER

Talented singers, musicians, verse speakers and country danc-
ers from all over the island took part in the 82nd Arran Music 
Festival last week.

Held over three days in Whiting Bay Hall, festival secretary 
Tony Smith said they were once again pleased with the turnout 
and standard of entries.

The adjudicators this year were Eoin Millar, vocal and in-
strumental; Julie Root, speech and drama and Alison Russell, 
Scottish country dancing. 

Winners of the main trophies for 2011 were:
Best vocal solo and Margaret Laidler Memorial Trophy, Olivia 

Barker (Whiting Bay). 

High standards set 
at music festival

Best junior verse and George D McArthur Cup, Fireun Simsek 
Hunter (Whiting Bay). 

Best choir and the JK Cameron Morrison Cup, The Rowan 
Singers.

Highly commended children’s singing group and the Elsie 
Wood award, Whiting Bay Primary.

Best piano and the Dorothy Lees Challenge Cup, Iain Clarke 
(Shiskine).

Highly commended piano and Joan Topley trophy, Heather 
Snowdon (Shiskine).

Best Scottish Country Dancing team and MacDonald Memo-
rial Shield, Brodick Primary School. 

Ross Dobson and Ellie Wood from Brodick Primary 
School with the Association’s Shield for Scottish 

country dancing in the primary three to five group. 
01_b13fes02

Whiting Bay’s Joel Armitage and Danielle Mutch 
with the Jean Marriot Trophy for best Scottish
 country dancing in the mixed primary school

category. 01_b13fes03

The Brodick A team were presented with the MacDonald Memorial Shield for the best Scottish country 
dancing team. 01_b13fes05

Katie Murchie and Meg-
an Hamill from Shiskine 
with the Cresswick Cup 
for girls or boys Scottish 
country dancing. 01_b13fes04

Cameron McNeish of Kil-
mory with the Bilsland 

Plate for Verse Speaking 
in the nursery and prima-
ry one category. 01_b13fes06

Kilmory’s John McNeish 
won the Baker’s Cup for 

Verse Speaking in the 
primary three category. 

01_b13fes07

Iona Summer of Whiting 
Bay with the Elizabeth 
Cup for best vocal solo 

in the under eight group. 
01_b13fes08

Find us on facebook
www.facebook.com/arranbanner

SPECIAL OFFERS

Tel: 01770 302416. Cladach Visitor Centre, 
Brodick (next to Arran Brewery)

Opening Hours: Mon-Sat 9.30 – 5.00     Sun 11.00 – 4.00

CLEARANCE BARGAINS
Half Price Jackets, Fleeces & Footwear

NEW
Spring/Summer Clothing from The North Face, Sprayway, Gelert

Sandals & Lightweight Walking Shoes from Merrell
New for 2011: Smartwool Merino Baselayers

Brasher Gore-Tex Walking Boots
Up to 30% off

From just £50

Book your table on 01770 302169

The Wineport
Cladach

RE-OPENING
Saturday 2nd April
Morning Tea, Coffee, Homemade Scones, Shortbread 
and Cakes from 10am
Lunches and Snacks served daily from 12pm – 2.30pm
Snacks available throughout the day
Open 7 days a week

Mothers Day Lunch Special
3 course lunch for £18.50
2 courses £15.50
Kids Menu
Served from 1pm – 3.30pm

Next to Arran Brewery
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The Helen Love Challenge Trophy was awarded to 
Oisean Gold of Corrie for his vocal solo in the age 

10/11 category.  01_b13fes09

Olivia Barker of Whiting Bay won the Oakes 
Trophy for her vocal solo in the age 12/13

group.  01_b13fes10

Maili Beatan and the 
Festival Cup for best 

recorder, whistle or fife 
solo, primary school.     

02_b13mus03

Bethany Walsh and Emily Hodkinson of Whiting 
Bay won the Brida Ferguson Cup for their duet of 

Hallelujah.  01_b13fes11

Ealana Swinton-Boyle with the Douglas Hotel 
Cup for the best song from a show in the secondary 

school category. 01_b13fes12

Heather Snowdon and adjudicator Eoin Millar with 
the James Toole tray for best piano solo under 14.    

02_b13mus01

Left:
Nastassja Alberti and 
adjudicator Eoin Mil-
lar with the Professor 
Alan Gemmell Memorial 
Cup for best piano solo, 
primary school children 
with more than one year’s 
tuition. 02_b13 mus02

Heather Snowdon and 
the Festival Cup for best 
recorder, whistle or fife 
solo, secondary school.     

02_b13mus04

ARRAN RUNNERS
Ormidale 10k

Sunday 17th April 2011

Registration from 10.45 
at the Ormidale Pavilion 

Race starts at 12pm

All runners from off and 
on island welcome

Arran Riding Club

BINGO
NIGHT
Saturday 2nd April 7pm

Whiting Bay Golf Club

Raffle

All proceeds will go to 
Isle Of Arran RDA

JOHN THOMSON 
CONSTRUCTION LTD

Closed Mon 4th – Mon 11th April

Lamlash Garage
Closed Thurs 7th, Fri 8th and Mon 11th April
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The She’Koyokh Klezmer 
Ensemble brought a diverse 
repertoire of eastern European 
Jewish, Balkan and Gypsy 
music to Brodick Hall last 
Saturday night. 

The concert, sponsored by 
Isle of Arran Music Society 
and local shop Arran Asia, 

At 10.23am last Saturday the 
captain of the MV Caledonian 
Isles edged the Arran ferry 
over the war grave of HMS 
Dasher.

The vessel was en-route from 
Ardrossan to Brodick when he 
set a course for 55deg 40min 
north 04deg 57min west over 
the resting place and war grave 
of the aircraft carrier HMS 
Dasher which sank without 
explanation in the middle 

Members of the HMS Dasher memorial party were joined by Padraigh Gerughty 
Standard Bearer of the Arran Cadets; piper Iain Clarke; Aiana Russell, David 

Edgar, and Kenny Steele of TS Gannet, Ardrossan, for the wreath laying over the 
wreck in the mid-Clyde on Saturday. 

The sinking of HMS
Dasher remembered

of the Clyde 68 years ago 
on March 27 1943. 

Onboard the Caledonian Isles 
on Saturday were relatives and 
friends of those who were lost 
on that fateful day.

Lament
Members of Arran branch of 

the Royal British Legion led 
the service of remembrance 
at the stern of the Caledonian 
Isles and piper Iain Clarke 
from Shiskine performed a 

lament as the standard of the 
British Legion was lowered. 

Single roses and wreaths 
were then cast into the Clyde 
by relatives and friends of 
those who perished. 

When the vessel berthed at 
Brodick Pier a short service 
was conducted at the Dasher 
Memorial outside the pier 

again laid in the memory of 
those who died.

A taste of the East in Brodick Hall
was enjoyed by Banner music 
critic Harry Ross.

He said: ‘This group of musi-
cians treated the audience to 
an enormous variety of music 
from the eastern Mediterra-
nean to Russia and all points 
in between. It was wonderful 
music for dancing, full of 

emotion, skill and brilliant 
technique; sometimes at an 
enormous pace and volume, 

tranquil and thoughtful.
‘Meg Hamilton on violin and 

Susi Evans on clarinet per-
formed some duets to great ef-
fect, though at times I felt Susi 
was a little too dominant.

Harmony
‘Soprano Cigdem Aslan and 

Paul Tkachenko on accordion 
and vocals performed together 
with great harmony, however, 
Matt Bacon was my star of the 
show. he has been a working 
musician since the age of 20, 
playing practically all jazz and 
pop styles and performing all 
over the UK and Europe. 

‘Matt is a guitarist and multi-
instrumentalist, and on Sat-
urday night he played a very 

quite brilliantly.
‘As much of the music was 

for dancing, some of the lo-
cal lads and lasses were up 
on the floor. Their dancing 
added greatly to the evening’s 
atmosphere.

‘Altogether it was superb 
entertainment from an unusual 
but quite brilliant ensemble.’
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On Monday 21 March, 80 
members of Arran Antiquar-
ians were present in Brodick 
Hall to hear about the history 
of Dumfries House, a subject 
of great interest as it is the 
proposed venue of their annual 
outing on 17 June.

They were fortunate to have 
as speaker Charlotte Ros-
tek, the Curator of Dumfries 
House. Charlotte was born 
in Germany, read for an Art 
History degree in Glasgow, 
worked at Glasgow School 
of Art and as National Trust 
for Scotland manager at Hill 
House in Helensburgh before 
moving to Dumfries House.

Charlotte recounted the his-
tory of Dumfries House. It is a 
250-year-old mansion and was 

Adam brothers, John, Robert 
and James. The house has an 
18th century core and a 19th 
century extension.

It was built between 1754 
and 1759 on the site of a 15th 
century tower house for Wil-
liam Crichton Dalrymple, 5th 
Earl of Dumfries. Built with 
local sandstone quarried on 
the estate, it was completed 
on time and to budget for less 
than £8,000.

ADC to the Earl of Stair at 

After eight years being banged 
up on the small screen, Bad 
Girls is being transferred to 
Brodick this summer by the Ar-
ran Music and Drama Club.

Bad Girls – The Musical is set 

it’s the story of new idealistic 
wing governor Helen Stewart 
and her battles with entrenched 

and his sidekick Sylvia Hol-

lamby. Inside the jail there is 
a motley bunch of inmates so 
we thought we’d introduce 
you to them through The Ban-
ner over the next few weeks. 
This week is the turn of Rachel 

Hicks played by Nicola Jane 
Swinton.
Rachel Hicks: Sentence: 30 
months – for possession of two 
ecstasy tablets with intent to sup-

scared, isolated and distraught.
Victim is written all over her and 

she is easy prey for not only the 
prison bully, Shell Dockley, but 
also for the immoral prison warden 

Shiskine SWRI
Shiskine SWRI  held their 
AGM on Wednesday 2 March, 
when the elected committee 
was as follows: president – J 

-
mittee members - J Hutton, 

Tod, M Murchie, K Hend-
erson, E Kelso, Y Randall, 
J Murchie of whom office 
bearers will be elected at their 

Members also very much en-

where we were able to sample 
‘smoothies’ made by Jerry, 
both savoury and sweet and 
healthy. 

In another corner Alice was 
demonstrating a manicure on 
Jenni, watched attentively by 
others and in the third corner 
Eunice had us making delight-

decorated with ‘buttons and 
bows’ to hold soap.

In the last corner, Marilyn 
showed us how to make and 
decorate paper gift bags all of 
which were useful and fun! 

After our usual delicious 
supper the competition win-
ners were: spring bulbs – 1 
Morag Murchie, 2 Angela 
Cassels. Exhibition: jewel-
lery: 1 M Jones, 2 M Bram-
bles.

informed us that Shiskine 

-
more, Best Supporting Act-

Robertson, Best Moment of 

and  Jane Brown Bowl. 
Congratulations to the Dra-

ma Team!

Lamlash SWRI 
-

sion will be held on Wednes-
day 6 April in the High 
School.

This will be our AGM and 
members are reminded to 
bring their voting papers, 

-
ment.

After business, Jenny Wil-
liams will entertain us with 
‘Dunny Ditties’.

Church hall on Wednesday 
27 April from 10.15am to 
12pm.

There will be a baking stall, 
-

tions to all stalls will be grate-
fully received.

Corrie and 
Sannox SWRI 
On Wednesday 13 April be-
tween 12pm and 2pm, the 
ladies of the SWRI are hosting 
a Soup and Sandwiches and 
Sales Table at Corrie and 
Sannox Village Hall at £4 a 
head.

This is intended as a fund-
raiser for the SWRI.

SWRI Roundup

Drama club prepare to introduce all-star cast

Antiquarians get taster
of Dumfries House

Dumfries House curator Charlotte Rostek, with Arran 
Antiquarians chairman, Norval Murray.    

the Battle of Dettingen in an 

distinguished service he was 
made a Knight of the Thistle.

The Earl died childless and 
the house passed to a nephew, 

-
ter subsequently married into 
the Stuarts of Bute.

The property passed down to 
the 2nd Marquis of Bute who 
amassed great wealth from the 

docks. The 3rd Marquis built 

Mount Stuart and several re-
nowned Ayrshire churches.

After the death of the 6th 
Marquis in 1993, the house 
passed on to Johnny Dumfries, 
who offered it to NTS in lieu 
of death duties, but it was 
declined. Eventually, in 2000, 
after a second refusal by NTS, 
it was put up for sale.

was approached. He managed 
to source a loan and the prop-

erty was secured just three 
weeks before the auction date 
– indeed, lorries were wait-
ing at the door to remove its 
contents.

In 2007 ‘The Great Steward 
of Scotland’s Dumfries House 
Trust’ was formed as the gov-
erning body. Renovations 
and restoration work began 
and two years later Dumfries 
House opened its doors to the 
public.

This Adam house is a time 
capsule of an elegant country 
house of the day with price-
less examples of work by 
Chippendale, Massey and 
Brodie. A bookcase by Tho-
mas Chippendale, costing 
£47 in about 1760, and said 
to be ‘The Iconic Rococo 
piece of furniture in Britain’, 
would now fetch upwards of 
£5million at auction. One of 
the oldest Axminster carpets 
surviving still in situ is also of 
great value and interest.

The Earl obviously had an 
eye for a bargain as he pur-
chased one and got a second 
one for half price – there is 
nothing new in marketing!

Charlotte held the Antiquar-
ians’ attention for 90 minutes 
and certainly whetted the 
appetites for the excursion to 
Dumfries House on 17 June.

Riding Club hold bingo night 
Members of the Arran Riding Club are holding a Bingo Night and 

  All the proceeds from the event will go to the Isle of Arran 
RDA. All welcome.

What’s On
Brodick Country Park

Wed 6th April BIRD BOX MAKING 
Help our feathered friends by making your own bird box to 
put up in your garden.
Drop into the Ranger Centre between 2 & 4pm. £2/box
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Lesser Black-backed gull.  Photo Dennis Morrison

Sam Hirschfield accepts his silver award from Jim Arnold.

-

Cub Scout Danielle Mutch is presented with her silver award by Jim Arnold
of Whiting Bay. 

-

-

by Jim Cassels

-

-

Great Black-backed gull. Photo Dennis Morrison

-

-

carrion.

-
ters.

area in the winter.  
This year a few were re-

-

-

-
-
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The Arran Banner 20 years ago
Saturday, March 30, 1991

Arran high School’s three rugby teams have all performed really well in the past 
few weeks after competing in recent Ayrshire rugby sevens tournaments.  b13twe02

New ferry go ahead 
Lochranza will have a brand 
new ferry for next season.

Similar appearance to the 
MV Loch Ranza, it will be 
bigger and carry up to 18 
cars.

Financial approval was given 
by the Scottish office this 
Monday and as a result Cal-
Mac are now going full speed 
ahead to have it ready as soon 
as possible.

Toilet fire
Almost £3,000 worth of dam-
age was caused to the toilets at 
the Douglas Hotel on Monday 

the plastic waste bin.
It is not yet clear whether the 

on purpose. 

Intruders
In the small hours of last 
Sunday morning, Mrs Alice 

Spotted near Cladach on Wednesday while we were 
skulking around looking for something suitable to 
illustrate an article on otters in the Arran Natural-
ist, which we are printing at present. The Natural-
ist should be in the shops within a couple of weeks. 

b13twe01

Jamie McKinnon of Sannox watches 
with interest as Roy Beddows repairs 

his model plane that damaged a propel-
ler after hitting a buzzard! b13twe04

Third year Arran High School pupil 
Alison Kelly won the Dorothy Lees 

Cup for the best piano solo at the Mu-
sic Festival last week. Alison, who lives 
in Kildonan, has been studying piano 
for two years and is tutored by Tony 

Smith of Whiting Bay.  b13twe03

Toomey heard intruders at her 
Kildonan home.

When she went to investigate 
she found that her two horses 
had been let loose.

As she went to retrieve the 
animals, she slipped in the 
darkness and found that she 
could not get up.

After about two hours a 
member of staff at the Kildo-
nan Hotel heard her calling 
and she was soon on her way 
to Crosshouse Hospital.

It is still not known who let 
the horses loose.

Summer house 
demolished

The old summerhouse that 
overlooked the walled garden 
at Brodick Castle has been 
demolished.

It had rotted badly but it is hoped 
a replacement will be built.

Arranageddon!
Arran is still here, two days 

after former professional foot-
baller and TV presenter David 
Icke, predicted that a massive 
earthquake would create a 
series of natural disasters in 
Britain.

Mr Icke is a Green Party 
spokesman and he believes 
that by Christmas Greece, 
Cuba, Teeside, the cliffs of 
Kent and Arran will all be 
under water. 

Most people on Arran seem 
to believe that he is ‘off his 
trolley’.

Birth
Paul and Jan Emsley of the 
Anvil Tearoom, Pirnmill are 
pleased to announce the birth 
of a son, Nicholas Michael, on 
March 20, a brother for Jenny 
and Alison. 

New business
Starting to trade this week as 
Arran Business Communica-
tions (ABC) is Isabel Robert-
son from Pirnmill.

Isabel and her marine biolo-
gist husband Tristan ap Rhein-
alt has been on the island al-
most a year now, and although 
she speaks with an English 
accent, was born in Lamlash 
Hospital and left Pirnmill for 
Blackpool when she was just 
six weeks old.

For sale
Large retail outlet in Whiting 
Bay, adjacent to the Bowling 
Club.
Compromising main sales 

area of approximately 195 sq 
metres, woodstore approx 56 
sq metres, glass store approx 
50 sq metres and upstairs 

overlooking main sales area.
Offers over £65,000.  

ARRAN HERITAGE MUSEUM
COME ALONG AND 

WANDER DOWN ‘MEMORY LANE’.
An ever-changing collection of Archaeology, Geology, 
Arran at War, Children’s Quiz and Play House, 
Clearances and Emigration, Farm Implements, 
19th Century Cottage, 1940’s Schoolroom, Original 
Blacksmith’s Forge, Villages Then and Now, and gift 
shop with unique presents for all the family.

The Islands Most inexpensive Four Star 
“Must See Attraction”

Researchers welcome at our Archives and 
Genealogy Services

(Wednesdays only 10.30am – 12.30pm and 1.30pm – 3.30pm,
or by appointment)

Delicious meals and snacks at Cafe Rosaburn seven days a week
Rosaburn, Brodick Open daily 10.30 a.m.- 4.30 p.m.

SCOTTISH CHARITY NUMBER  SC002089

If you think you know then post your 
answer on the website

www.arranbanner.co.uk
Or email us at:

editor@arranbanner.co.uk

Where’s Archie?
and the arran team,

Arran’s own property management specialists
Tel: 01770 303113  Email: help@thearranteam.co.uk   www.thearranteam.co.uk

Last week Archie was sitting outside St Columba’s 
Church in Whiting Bay.
First correct answers came from Kirsten in 
Bathgate, Karen from Motherwell and Patricia 
of Perth. This week he appears to be waiting for 
a bus, but just where is that bus stop?      

02_b13arc01
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PUBLIC NOTICESPROPERTY

in association with Isle of Arran Brewery
Whats on

www.arranbrewery.com Tel: 01770 302353
EVERYDAY
Arran Brewery                                           Open Mon - Fri 11am-12.30pm & 2pm - 4pm,Closed Sunday                                                                                              
Trout Fly Fishing Loch Garbad, Bank
Hawk Walks Lamlash
Brodick Castle, Gardens  open daily                                                                           9am - dusk
Arran Heritage Museum  Rosaburn Brodick, 10.30am - 4.30pm

SATURDAY 2nd APRIL
Karate                Auchrannie Games Hall, 11.30am - 12.30pm
Family Games                           3pm to 4pm Auchrannie Games Hall
Fun In The Pool                               4pm to 5pm Auchrannie Spa Pool
Over 21’s Disco                                                          The Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Arran Dancers (4 years and up)    Arran High School, 10am
Arran Riding Club Bingo Night  in aid or RDA     Whiting Bay Golf Club, 7pm
Cllr Currie Surgery       Brodick Library, 1pm - 2pm
Blackwaterfoot Bowling Club Opening  Bowling Club, 2pm
St Brides Spring Fayre Brodick Church Hall, 2pm-4pm

SUNDAY 3rd APRIL
Alcoholics Anonymous Church Hall, Brodick, 4.30pm
Arran Fiddle Club- Childrens Classes Library Annexe, 1.45pm
Family Games 3pm to 4pm Auchrannie Games Hall
Fun In The Pool   4pm to 5pm Auchrannie Spa Pool
Quiz PHT, Lamlash, 9pm
Jazz Cafe                                                                                Lochranza Hotel, 12.30pm - 2.30pm

MONDAY 4th APRIL
Over 50’s Badminton Lochranza Village Hall 2pm - 4pm
Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Weight Wise Hospital Bungalow, 5pm - 5.30pm
Ladies Netball   High School Sports Hall  - Seniors 7.30pm - 9pm
Arran Junior Football Club Coaching & Games Ormidale Park, 6pm
Citizens Advice                                                                        Park Terrace, Lamlash,10am - 2pm
Senior Fitness 9.30am to 10.30am Auchrannie Gym
BreathWalk Class Kinneil, Lamlash 5.15pm
Lamlash Bridge Club                                                                         Lamlash Golf Club, 7.15pm
Circuit Training  Auchrannie Gym, 6pm - 7pm
Table Tennis                                                                                                     Corrie Hall, 6.30pm
Badminton  Auchrannie Gym, 7pm - 9pm
Mums and Tots Swimming Lessons                                                   Auchrannie Spa Pool,11am
Hatha Yoga                                                                                Arran High School, 6pm - 7.30pm
Blether & Bite    Lamlash Church Hall, 12pm - 2.30pm

TUESDAY 5th APRIL
Lochranza Swimming Club Kinloch 11am - 12pm 
Army Cadets Auchrannie Road, 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Pop Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Alcoholics Anonymous                                                                Brodick Church Hall -  2pm
Citizens Advice Park Terrace, Lamlash, 10am - 2pm
Youth Club                                                                                          Kildonan Hall - 6.30pm
Rotary Club Glencloy Suite, Auchrannie 7.15pm
Junior Hockey Club                                                                 Ormidale Pavillion, 6pm-7pm
Melody Movemenet. Ballet Class - 2½ yrs up Auchrannie Dance Studio, 1.30pm
Dudes & Divas Funky Dance Class - 2½ yrs up Auchrannie Dance Studio, 2pm
Scottish Country Dancing Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm
Indoor Bowls    Corrie Hall, 2pm - 4pm
Youth Club                                                                                  Brodick Hall, 6.30pm - 8pm

WEDNESDAY 6th APRIL
Hockey Auchrannie Hall, 7pm - 8pm Games Hall
Tae Kwondo KA Leisure, Kids 6.30 - 7.30pm. Adults 7.30 - 8.30pm 
Alcoholics Anonymous                                                Lamlash Church Hall -  7.30pm- 9pm
Arran Brass Rehearsal Whiting Bay Hall 7.15pm
Selt Making Class
Musical Mayhem Class Parents & Little Ones             Auchrannie Dance Studio, 10.45am
Yoga for Every Body                                                                                        10am -11.30am       
Senior Badminton High School Games Hall, 8pm - 9pm
Museum, Archives & Geneology Service             10.30am - 12.30pm and 1.30pm - 3.30pm

9.45am to 10.30am Auchrannie Hotel Pool
Yogalates  9.30am to 10.30am Auchrannie Studio
Circuit Training    Auchrannie Games Hall, 6pm - 7pm
Corrie Golf Club AGM   Tearoom, 7pm
Coffee Morning Lamlash Church Hall, 10.15am - 12pm

THURSDAY 7th APRIL
General Knowledge Quiz  Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Arran Music & Drama Rehearsals Brodick Hall, 7.30pm
Lochranza Craft Club    Hall, 2pm                     
Coffee Morning St Molios Church 10.30am - 12pm
Table Tennis Kildonan Hall, 3pm - 5pm
Youth Club Youth Cabin, Lamlash 7-9pm
Brodick Bridge Club Golf  Clubhouse
Senior Fitness   9.30am to 11.30am Auchrannie Spa Gym
Pilates                                                                                      6 pm to 7pm Auchrannie Studio
Pub Quiz  Kinloch Hotel, 9pm
Brodick Embroidery Group                                                      Library, 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Arran Youth Foundations  Behind Library, 4.30pm - 6.30pm
The Wee Blether - soup & sandwiches Whiting Bay Hall, 12pm - 1.30pm
Royal British Legion Arran Branch Meeting  Speaker Sgt MacKay McLaren Hotel, 2pm
Arran Civic Trust -  Talk with Alastair McIntosh High School 7.30pm

FRIDAY 8th APRIL
Arran Pipe Band Practice                                                                     Brodick Hall, 7.30pm
Quiz Whiting Bay Golf Club, 9pm
Aq                                                                9.45am to 10.30am  Auchrannie Hotel Pool
Yogalates    10am to 11am Auchrannie Studio
Seniors Badminton  (Over 50)                                                  Auchrannie Games Hall, 2pm
Over 21’s Disco    The Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Arran Youth Foundations Behind Library, 7pm - 9pm

To appear in What’s On telephone the Arran Banner 01770 302142
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RECRUITMENT

PERSONAL
ASSISTANT

DUNCAN BANNATYNE
 is looking for someone to join his care team.

It is a permanent part-time position in 
Blackwaterfoot – 4 days/week, 9am – 4pm.

Your duties will cover personal care, housekeeping and 
simple meal preparation.

Previous experience in Moving and Assisting would be 
advantageous but not essential.

Start date May/June.
If you are interested and would like more details 

please phone Duncan on 01770860217

Isle of Arran Brewery
SEASONAL VACANCY

We require a Shop Assistant/Tour Guide for the 
Brewery Shop, Cladach.

This is a seasonal post involving weekend working.
Flexibility, customer orientated, excellent communication 

and numeracy skills are essential requirements.
Full training will be given.

Please apply to Veronica Michaluk
Arran Brew Ltd, Cladach, Brodick, Isle of Arran, KA27 8DE

Or to veronica@arranbrewery,co,uk
Phone 01770 302353 for more details.

Corrie
Golf Club

AGM
Wednesday 6th 

April 2011 at 7pm
 in the tearoom

PUBLIC NOTICES

GLENISLE
Hotel & Restaurant

Lamlash, Isle of Arran, KA27 8LY
The Glenisle is an award-winning family run 
hotel and restaurant that caters mainly to holiday 
makers. The hotel has undergone extensive 
refurbishment and  provides its guests with a 
friendly and relaxing experience in a comfortable 
and stylish environment. 

Front of House Manager
We are looking for an outgoing person to work 
with the hotel manager to organise and manage 
the front of house functions of the hotel.

You need to have an outgoing personality and 
have a track record of managing and developing 
staff in customer facing environments such as 
hospitality or retail. You need well developed 
computer skills and will ideally know about hotel 
and restaurant operations.

This is a permanent position and salary will be 
in the range £18,000 to £22,000 depending on 
your skills and knowledge.

House Keeper
Have you got a ‘can do’ attitude with a good eye 
for detail? We need an enthusiastic housekeeper 
to make sure that guest bedrooms are always 
presented in pristine condition and provide 
our guests with a memorable and enjoyable 
experience. This is a seasonal position.

including evenings, weekends and bank 
holidays.

Enquiries about these roles to Timothy Billings 
on 01770 600559 or by email to admin@
glenislehotel.com. Applications are by CV with 
a covering letter outlining how you meet the 
requirements of the role by email or post.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)

(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Applications listed below together with the plans and other documents submitted 
with them may be examined at Corporate Services, Cunninghame House, Irvine* 
between the hours of 9am and 4.45pm on weekdays (4.30pm Fridays) excepting 
Saturdays and Public Holidays or at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk

Written representations may be made to the Solicitor to the Council (Corporate 
Services) at the address below by 22 April 2011.

Any representations received will be open to public view.

*and at The Council Offices, Lamlash

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) 

(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008
Notice of application to be published under regulation 20(1)

Application No: 11/00190/PP Address: Thorncliffe, Springbank, Brodick, Isle Of 
Arran, KA27 8BE. Proposed Development: Erection of timber garage to rear of 
detached dwelling house.

Application No: 11/00189/PP Address: Bayview, Sannox, Brodick, Isle Of Arran, 
KA27 8JD. Proposed Development: Formation of vehicular access to front of 
detached dwelling house.

Application No: 11/00137/PP Address: Brodick Nursery, Brodick, Isle Of Arran, 
KA27 8BQ. Proposed Development: Change of use of land from commercial 
plant nursery to temporary parking of three residential caravans for staff 
accommodation serving adjacent Douglas Hotel.

Application No: 11/00181/PP Address: Carraig-Dhubh, Whiting Bay, Brodick, Isle 
Of Arran, KA27 8QP. Proposed Development: Erection of conservatory to front of 
detached dwelling house.

Elma Murray
Chief Executive 
Cunninghame House 
IRVINE KA12 8EE

Arran Fairtrade 
Annual
General
Meeting

Ormidale Pavilion
Tuesday 19th April

7.30pm
All welcome

Machrie Bay 
Golf Club

AGM
April 28th 
7.30pm

in the Hall.

The British Red Cross helps vulnerable people in crisis, whoever and wherever they are.

The British Red Cross are looking to appoint an experienced and enthusiastic driver to provide a 
first class service to people in crisis. You will be responsible for ensuring that passengers are safely 
transported between their home and their destination, where appropriate you may also be required to 
provide emotional support to passengers and their carers.

Educated to Standard Grade or equivalent, you will be able to demonstrate experience in a similar role 
and be aware of the health and safety legislation relating to passenger transport. In addition, it is crucial 
that you have a flexible approach and hold a full driving licence with category D1 Certificate.

For further information and to apply please visit: www.redcross.org.uk/About-us/jobs or email wrk4us@
redcross.org.uk Alternatively please send an A4 69p stamped addressed envelope, quoting reference 
SNI/IOM/1153/DR, to HR Dept, 4 Nasmyth Place, Hillington, G52 4PR.

Closing date for receipt of applications: Tuesday 12 April 2011.

We are committed to welcoming people from the widest possible diversity of background, culture and 
experience. The Red Cross undertakes CRB checking of all individuals who have regular contact with 
children and vulnerable adults.

The British Red Cross, incorporated by Royal Charter 1908, is a charity registered

in England and Wales (220949) and Scotland (SC037738).

Transport & Escort Driver
Salary: £7.12 ph / Hours: 25.5 hrs pw / Fixed term until March 2012 / Location: Arran

We require a full time 
experienced Choux Chef

and a Housekeeper.
Good rates of pay offered.

Call Euan on 700359

CLEANER
REQUIRED

For family home in Brodick
5 – 6 hours per week

£9 per hour.
Apply to Arran Banner Box No 173
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COMPUTING FIRST AID

ABC Arran Training Ltd

First Aid & Food 
Safety Courses.

HSE Reg.

Organised at your place of 
work or in our own venues,

Discounts for groups

Tel Chris on 
01770 830615

Iain
Murchie

Plastering
Taping and Coving
Roughcasting and

 Cement work
Slating and Roof work
Floor and Wall Tiling

01770 600331

Iain
Murchie

Plastering
Taping and Coving
Roughcasting and

 Cement work
Slating and Roof work
Floor and Wall Tiling

01770 600331

PLASTERERS

GARNDENING

TRADE CLASSIFIED

DECORATORS

Stevie’s Decor
Painting and 
Decorating

Interior and Exterior
Free Estimates

Tel: Stevie Newall 
01770 600168

Mobile 07901592922

DRIVE TIMES

PROPERTY

Please contact Helen Thomson 
on 01770 600242 
or at helen@thomsonconstruction.co.uk

Following the completion of the first phase 
of our housing development at Millhill 

we have now completed Phase 11

 Plots 12 and 13 are now available for sale 
at a fixed price of £250,000.00.

Viewings can be arranged by appointment 

Dry lining / skimming
Rendering • Pointing
Tiling • Artex removal

Exterior house painting

DRIVING TUITION

CHURCH NOTICES

ARRAN FREE CHURCH
OF SCOTLAND
   Sunday 3 April

Shiskine, 11am
Sunday School in the Church 

Hall
(Church is between Machrie & 

Blackwaterfoot)
Shiskine 7pm 

Communion Service
Rev David Karoon

All welcome

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

(in full communion with
 the Church of England)

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay.
Sunday 3 April

Holy Communion 11am.
Mrs Janis Gallagher
Coffee  after service
Wednesday 6 April

Holy Communion 12.15pm.
All welcome

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
(SCO15072)

Kilmory linked with Lamlash
“A faith to proclaim ~ a 

fellowship to share”
Sunday 3 April

Rev Gillean Maclean
Kilmory10am

Lamlash 11.30am
In both churches: 

All welcome, including families; 
children’s area

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF
SCOTLAND (continuing)

Sunday 3 April
Morning Service  11am

Trust Housing Lounge,Glen 
Estate,Brodick

Evening Service   7pm
13 Glen Avenue,Brodick

All welcome

ARRAN BAPTIST CHURCH.
Ormidale Pavilion

Brodick.
Sunday 3 April

10.45am  Communion
Tea and Coffee from 11.10am
11.30am -  For all the family

Speaker:William Harrison
 (Faith Mission)

All welcome

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
North Arran: Brodick, 

Corrie, Lochranza, 
Pirnmill and Shiskine.

Independent but 
working together.

Minister 
Rev Angus Adamson. 

Parish Asst 
Mrs Jean Hunter. 

Worship will be conducted in the 
above churches 

at the following times. to which all 
are invited - Families, young people 

and children welcome
Sunday 3 April

Brodick Church 10.30am
Corrie Church 12pm
Lochranza/9.30am
Pirnmill 10.45am

Shiskine Church 12pm
A service of Worship will also be 

held in Montrose House at 1.30pm
All welcome

WHITING BAY AND
KILDONAN CHURCH OF 

SCOTLAND
(SC014005)

Sunday 3 April
   Worship will be conducted by the 

minister, Rev Elizabeth Watson, 
at 10.30am. Tea and coffee will 

be served in the transept after the 
service

All welcome

HOLY CROSS
 CATHOLIC CHURCH

Sunday Morning Mass 
11am

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS

(QUAKERS)
Sunday 3 April

Meeting for worship 
and discussion, 11am

      Dippin House, Dippin
    Enquiries to Judith 820223

PERSONALS

CLARKS TREE & 
GARDEN SERVICES
• Tree Felling & Pruning
 (all aspects of Tree Work)
• Grass Cutting
• Strimming
• Hedge Cutting
• Power Washing
• Garden Tidy

Tel 870546
M 07919411832

2 litre diesel
12 months MOT
1 Owner  FSH

Good condition.

Telephone: 
07900547601

(Arran)

ROVER 75
2001

£4750 o.n.o.

2 new tyres, FSH, 
71k Miles

Good Condition. 
Brilliant Car.

Telephone: 
(Arran)

07827 777875

SKODA FABIA VRS
1.9 TDI DIESEL T&T

Shop Unit to Rent 
in Centre of 

Blackwaterfoot
Excellent Position

Contact  01770 860 563
or Mobile 07718 582 002

B & G PAINTERS & 
DECORATORS
Time Served Local 

Tradesmen with over 35 
years experience.

interior & exterior work
taping and joining.

All work carried out to a 
high standard

Tel 07771 582018
Or 07824 992053

AVON’S
DRIVING SCHOOL

Learn essential skills on 
the mainland.
•Pick up at ferry.
•Intensive courses
•Pass Plus
•Block booking discounts
•Competitive rates

Tel Avon: 07855236013
www.avonsdrivingschool.co.uk

WITH THANKS
Campbell Russell would like to thank ARCAS on 
the island and their drivers on the mainland. Nurses 
and doctors at Lamlash practice. Nurses, doctors 
and specialists at Lamlash, Crosshouse, Southern 
General and Gartnavel Hospitals and the Western 

doctors and radiology specialists at Beatson Cancer 

last six weeks. Thank you all once again.

KELSO
Jock would like to thank Mr 
Hollins, his team and all the 
nursing staff at Ayr Hospital for 
their skill and caring attention 
received during his recent stay 
in hospital. To Dr Faye Hamill 
at Shiskine Surgery and nurses 
Kate and Vera for ongoing 
attention. To all my family, 
friends and neighbours for 
phone calls, cards and visits.

Mostly to Aileen, Brian and 
Sarah for their love and 
support at this time.

Eva Marsden of 
Sannox and Tony 
Black of Lamlash,

both being of 
unsound mind, have 

great pleasure
in announcing their
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CLASSIFIEDS

FREE TO UPLIFT
BAGGED MANURE. Oakbank, 
Lamlash. Donation if desired to 
Arran RDA Tel 600752
OLD SMALL greenhouse Tel 
07984402076
LARGE BLACK leather swivel 

condition. Tel 600260

MISCELLANEOUSWANTED

BABY EQUIPMENT

SMALL/MEDIUM Shed or 
outside storage box. Will uplift 
Tel 07792452814
MEDIUM SIZED dingy with 
transom for outboard. Tel 
07792452814
BEES. Nucleus or hive .Tel  
820357 or 07906188003
DEHUMIDIFIER domestic 
or industrial in good con. Tel 
302179
SMALL OUTBOARD motor. 
Standard shaft prefered. Age no 
problem Tel 07789103964
TALL DARK wood bookcase in 
good condition Tel 870314
MONTROSE HOUSE wish 
to borrow tailors dummies for 
wedding dress display during 
royal wedding celebrations. Tel 
302131

COT MOBILE £8 Tel 700520
WALKING WALKER £15 Tel 
700520

SEED POTATOES. Epicure, 
Maris Piper aned Kerrs Pink-
Bridge Farm. Tel 860358
BANDSAW BLADES. Various 
sizes Tel 600238
GREEN GAZEBO. Used once. 
240cm x 250cm £20 Tel 600654

CARS INDER £350
LANDROVER DISCOVERY 
2.5 TDi P Reg 1997 137k miles. 
Metallic light green. MOT fail-
ure on chassis. Engine ok. £350 
ono Tel 820612

WHITE GOODS
SMALL CHEST freezer in gwo. 
£30 Tel 600278

FURNITURE
OLD CHUNKY dark oak dining 
table 3’x4’6” extending to 6’6” 
& 6 brown leather chairs. £175 
Tel 700424 

The Blackwaterfoot Bowling Club will begin its new season 
on Saturday 2 April.

-
waterfoot club at 2 pm when Colin Bannatyne will bowl the 

Colin is one of the club’s founding members and has kindly 
agreed to inaugurate the new season. 

This year the club will host the Arran Federation games and 
the committee are keen to see as many members and friends 
as possible.

We will welcome new members whether they are experienced 
bowlers or complete beginners and lessons can be arranged if 
necessary.

Summer Bridge games resume
There will be a weekly bridge tournament at Arran High School 
every Monday throughout at the spring and summer. 

This is intended for locals and visitors and begins at 6.30pm 
for a 6.45pm start.

It will begin on Monday 18 April and run until the end o 
September. 

If you would like to play but do not have a partner then tel-
ephone 600900 as far in advance as possible. 

Lamlash Bridge Club 
The results for Monday 28 March were as follows: N/S 1 J 
Barclay and M Iutz +210, 2 J Maclure and M McGill +140, 3 
J McArthur and M Bruce –140.

E/W 1 R Thompson and D Bruce +1,660, 2 E McConnell and 
I McArthur +1,230, 3 T Martin and Helen Boyd +500.

Niall McMaster and 
Genevieve Pilgreen won 
the charity mixed-dou-

bles darts competition on 
Friday night. 01_b13dar01

Shiskine Golf Club 
Sunday 19 March, Alastair 
MacVicar Memorial Trophy, 27 
played and it was great to see 
young Wallace Currie out for 
a game. Alan Jeffrey won with 
a superb score of 29pts, and an 
impressive scratch of 40 (2 under 
par), and so lifts the trophy. Lo-
chranza triumphed over Shiskine 
in the overall match.

Allan Napier is a very good 
golfer and has been playing 
regularly for over 40 years yet 
he had never had a hole in one, 
that is until he reached the Crows 

got his ace - big congratulations 
to Allan.

Sunday 27 March, Shiskine 
Grand Shoot Out. Andy Gray 
wins the Shootout. Nearest the 
pins were: 4th - G Stewart and 
10th - B Sherwood.

Brodick Golf Club 

the Winter Cup all the contenders 
for the title turned up to play on a 

 There were magic twos from 
Derek Roxburgh and Hamish 
McArthur. 1 Lenny Harley 70-
10=60, 2 Don Rudge79-15=64, 3 
Harry Davidson 77-11=66 BIH.
 Len Hartley’s best score ever 

to top spot and winner of the Win-

scores 308 runner up was Derek 
Roxburgh with 309 and in third 
place with 310 was Charlie - I 
never win anything - O’Neill.
The prize giving dinner was 

held on the evening of the 23rd 
in Brodick Golf Club where the 
above noted were presented with 
there prizes.
 Thanks go to Trish and the girls 
for the lovely meal on the night 
and to Dougie and his team 
behind the bar for the service 
throughout the season.
Prize Winners: Dougie Graham 

Salver 2009/10: Jim Green and 

Arran’s darts players gathered 
at the Drift Inn, Lamlash, on 
Friday night for the annual 
charity mixed-doubles com-
petition.

Eighteen couples took part 
in the tournament and by 
11.30pm an exciting final 
was underway between Gill 
McCormack-Duncan and her 
husband Crawford and Niall 
McMaster and Genevieve 
Pilgreen.

After a tense few games 
Niall and Gen were victorious 
after they beat the Lamlash 
duo 3-1. 

Organised each year by the 
Arran Ladies Darts League, 
the event has been running 
since 1985 and takes place in 
the same pub each year.

On the night £157 was raised 
which this year will go to the 

Gen and Niall are
charity darts winners

-
pital in Kilmarnock. 

Bowlers prepare for
the new season

Arran Bridge notes

The winning Knowe team with their prize. Missing 
from the photo are Alan McNicol, Bryce Walker,

 Iain MacDonald and Terry Raeside.

Charlie – I’ve won something 
–O’Neill, Dougie Graham Sal-
ver 2010/11: Derek Roxburgh 
and Hamish McArthur. Wal-
ter Bainbridge Salver: Hamish 
McArthur. Norman Peach Sal-
ver: Bryce Walker. Twos Tro-
phy: Derek Roxburgh. Wednes-
day Winter Cup: Len Hartley. 
Congratulations to all the win-
ners and hopefully we will see 
you all again after the summer.
Sunday 27 March, Brandon 
and Winter Cup final round. 
Sweep results - 1 J Armit (5)62, 
2 D Robertson (14)63, 3 A Do-
bson (8)65. Scratch J Armit 67. 
There was two twos, Peter 
McCalla and John McKean. 
First class Brandon - J Armit. 
Second Class Brandon - D Rob-
ertson.

-
fying rounds) was won by John 
McKean on 181 pts.  Runner up 

Armit.
Fixtures: Sunday 3 April, Bran-

don, open draws at 8.30am and 
1pm. Sunday 10 April, Marchion-
ess of Graham Trophy (bogey), 
draw at 12pm on Saturday 9 
April.

Brodick Golf Club
Clochendichter 

this year’s Clochendichter with 
the top two teams battling it out 
to be crowned champions.
The matches saw the leaders the 

Knowe out against title chasers 
the Village and Alma up against 
the Street, who had some points 
to prove in this last outing.
With only four points separating 

the Knowe and Village from the 
crown of Clochendichter winners 
2010 a titanic battle ensued.
In the true competitive nature of 

this tournament most of the games 
went right to the last couple of 
holes only for the Knowe to come 
out on top winning 4 games to 2 
with 2 halved games.

 In the end up this left the Knowe 
out on top by 8 points to win this 
trophy for the 3rd year in a row.

In the other game, the Street 
looked to reclaim some dignity 
after a poor tournament.  A long 
awaited win looked to be on the 
cards against Alma with captain, 
Calum, winning his tie against the 
usually tough Donald and Ewan 
getting his point of the year with 
a good half against Henry.

However, things went downhill 
from there on as John Hartley 
found himself 8 down against Gus 

-
ished strongly winning 10 points 
to the Streets 6 points leaving 
Calum to pick up the ooden spoon 
for the Street team, second year in 
a row for this.

The league stands at the end 
with KNOWE on 50 points, Vil-
lage 42 points, Alma 36 points 
and Street 16 points.

Thank you to all the team cap-
tains and players for making for 

on next year where I am no longer 
president and Bobby is doing this.
Good luck Bob.

Whiting Bay Golf Club 
On Sunday 27 March, 21 assorted 
golfers turned up for the Hunter 
Buidael, the annual Old ‘uns v 
Young(ish) Guns.
This year the ‘youthful’ match 

in as a Young ‘un at the tender 
age of 53! This year’s result was 
very close with the Pensioners 
narrowly losing out by 3 games 
to 2 and the Young Gun’s captain 
Alan MacLeod was able to lift 
the lovely trophy which was 
hand crafted by Charlie Hunter 
himself.
Thanks go to Charlie for the 

wonderful refreshments, (which 
may have had an influence in 
the outcome of some of the 
matches!)

Fixtures: Saturday 2 April, 
Poole Trophy for Mixed Fours, 
11am start. Sunday 3 April - Roy 
Ure Tankard, a stableford with 
the usual draws. Wednesday 6 

Trophy.

Machrie Bay Golf Club 
Tuesday 22 March, Winter Cup. 
1 Alastair McDonald 64, 2 Mark

Sherwood 66, 3 David Price 67. 
Scratch Mark Sherwood.
Fixtures: Tuesday 5 April, 

SLGA Medal  and  sweep 
tee  off  12 .30pm/5.30pm. 
Saturday 9 April, Machrie v Cor-
rie Eddie Rankin Cup at Corrie, 
1pm shotgun start.

Corrie Golf Club 
Saturday 26 March, stableford, 
1 A Burke 46 points, 2 B Sher-
wood 40 points, 3 J Innes 37 
points. There were magic twos 
from B Sherwood, D Price, M 
Elliot and C Pattenden. 

Monday 28 March, 1 S Wood 
71-15=56, 2 L Hartley 73-15+58, 
3 B Rooney 70-11=59 BIH. Best 
scratch was A McDonald 64. 
There were twos from S Wood, A 
McDonald, L Hartley, I Bucha-
nan and M Sherwood. 

Fixtures: Saturday 2 April, 
sweep at 8.30am and 1pm. 
Monday 4 April, Monday Cup 
at 12pm.

Lamlash Golf Club
Thursday 24 March, 15 Hole 
Medal, 13 played. 1 Jim Young 
58-10=48, 2 Graeme Andrew 
57-8=49, 3 Alan Winship 60-
10=50. Twos sweep - Jim Young 
and John Houston. Sunday 27 
March, Winter Stableford, CSS 
63, Par 64, 37pts to Stableford. 

1 Andy Barclay 39pts BIH, 2 
Mark Wren 39pts, 3 Raymond 
Burke 38pts. Best Scratch Andy 
Barclay 63. Twos sweep - Alan 
Winship, Hole in One at the 5th.

Overall winner Alan Smith 
total 112 (36+40+36), better 4th 
score over Billy O’Connor and 
Drew Wales. 

Fixtures: Thursday 7 April, 
Summer Cup, make up own 
groups see starter for times. 
Sunday 3 April, Drift Inn Qua-
ich, Stableford, 9.30am and 
1pm starts.

Please note:  summer starting 
times.

Lenny Hartley, Jim Green, Charlie O’Neil, Hamish 
McArthur and Derek Roxburgh; Brodick Golf Club’s 

Wednesday Winter Cup prizewinners.

Ronnie Mann presents Alan MacLeod, the captain 
of the Young Guns team with the Hunter Buidael at 

Whiting Bay Golf Club on Sunday afternoon. 



Arran’s Weekly Newspaper

Sport

Published by Wyvex Media, Brodick, Isle of Arran 
Tel: 01770 302142 - Fax 01770 302021

E-mail: editor@arranbanner.co.uk

NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING

Recycled paper made 
up 75.5% of the 

raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004

  P W L D Pts     
Bar Eden 16 10 2 4 34
Catacol  16 10 3 3 33
PHT  16 9 5 2 29
PT1934  16 8 5 3 27
Eden B  16 7 7 2 23
Drift  16 4 5 7 19
teamGoil 16 4 7 5 17
Kildonan 16 3 12 1 10
Mac’s  16 3 12 1 10

In a shock end to the 2011
Arran Pool League, the Bar
Eden were crowned winners
on Thursday night after near-
est rivals Catacol fell at the
last hurdle.
The northend team had been

favourites to win this year but
a 7-3 defeat by bottom-of-
the-table Kildonan meant Bar
Eden reclaimed the top spot
for the third year in a row.

Bar Eden beat PT1934 7-3

points – just one point more
than Catacol but enough to
win the league.

Shock
Bar Eden’s vice-captain

Nicol Auld said on Thursday
night that the team were in
shock.

In fact the Bar Eden players

Three pool league titles 
in a row for Bar Eden

Dave Hackett and Gus McLeod of Bar Eden 
won the doubles tournament on Sunday

night. 01_b13dou01

The Bar Eden team with the Arran Pool League 
trophy on Sunday afternoon. 01_b13bar01

Catacol’s Dougie Bell has retained 
the Singles title for the second year 

in a row.  01_b13sin01

had to ask the Banner reporter

Catacol/Kildonan score as
they had been convinced the
league title was out of their
hands.

This is now the third year in
a row that Bar Eden has won
the league.

One small consolation for the
Catacol team was that one of
their top-players retained the
island’s singles trophy after a
marathon round of games on
Sunday afternoon.

Dougie Bell beat Jamie
McKechnie of teamGoil 4-3

for a second year.
Jamie had defeated Alan

Picken of PT1934 and Dougie
beat Alan’s brother Jamie

most two and a half hours
long) Gus and Dave beat Steve
Scott and John Copperwheat
of the Drift Inn 3-1 to go

Max Worthington and Alan
Picken beat Jamie McKechnie
and Kate Hunter 3-1 to go
through.

But in another very long
match, Max and Alan were
eventually beaten 4-3 by the
Whiting Bay pair.

The full list of winners
this season are as follows.

League: Bar Eden; runners-
up: Catacol. Team game: Bar
Eden B. Knockout shield: Bar
Eden; runners-up: Mac’s Bar.
Second chancel salver: Drift
Inn; runners-up: PHT. Arran
Open: C Duncan; runner-up:
J McKechnie. Ladies open:
K Copperwheat; runner-up: J
Newall. Champion of cham-
pions: D Bell; runner-up: S
Weir. Arran Singles: D Bell;
runner-up: J McKechnie. Ar-
ran Doubles: Gus McLeod/D
Hackett; runners-up: A Pick-
en/M Worthington.

to reach the final
stage.

Speaking to The
Banner afterwards,
Dougie said: ‘I did
this for our captain
Brian Miller. We
may have lost the
league but he is the
best captain we’ve
ever had and hope-
fully this will be a
small point of con-
solation to him.’

Also celebrating
on Sunday after-
noon were Gus
McLeod and Dave
Hackett of Bar
Eden who scooped
the 2011 Doubles
trophy.

In one of the long-
est pool matches
ever witnessed by
league secretary
Eddie Picken (al-

Nearest rivals Catacol 
fall at the last hurdle
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