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Arran’s new £1.5 million bus 

existing stock.

journeys and more remote 
pick up points. All buses are 

out.

ment next year.

At your service!
Impressive new fleet
of buses for island

Meet Rhudi and Heidi the fi rst lambs to be born on Arran by one of the world’s 
cutest sheep. The twins from the Valais Blacknose ewe were born at Glenkiln 
Farm in Lamlash. Full story page 3. 20_b12sheep03

Here’s looking at ewe kid!
by public transport.

accessible and will now offer 

passengers and passengers 

new buses represent part of 

Arran. 

ment works in anticipation 

grated smartcard ticketing. 

Continued on page 2 

Check out some of Arran’s 
thriving businesses on page 9
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8-seater taxis available

Ardrossan Harbour to:

Glasgow Airport
£35.00

Prestwick Airport
£25.00

Return bookings and other 
prices on request.

It pays to advertise in the Banner

Island tourism is set to sizzle 
after Cold Water Conference 

Arran councillor John Bruce shakes hands with SPT operations committee chairman
Councillor Denis McKenna in front of the new buses as Guy Bodie of Stagecoach, 
Ronnie Park and Frank Rennie of SPT look on. 

Continued from page 1

Enhance

Alastair Dobson of VisitArran welcomes delegates to the conference. 20_b12cold01

Welcomed

is looking for a motivated and creative 
Head Chef 

to join our team, competitive salary, 
permanent position.

We also recruiting for a 
Commis Chef and Kitchen Porter

Email: hello@lamlashbayhotel.co.uk
Tel: 01770 600844

Lamlash Bay Hotel
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ARDROSSAN 
HARBOUR
TO YOUR DESTINATION

Mainland Taxis
07921 998457
01294 463556
Glasgow City Centre £42

Glasgow Airport £35

Prestwick Airport £25

Irvine Central Hospital £14

Crosshouse Hospital £20

Ayr Hospital £32

Troon Harbour £22

Kilmarnock £23

Ayr £28
For other quotes just ask!
Friendly Reliable Service
www.mainland-taxis.co.uk
7 SEATER WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE VEHICLE 
AVAILABLE

The Auchrannie Resort has 
been named one of the best 
places to work in the hospi-
tality industry by the staff 
themselves.

The Brodick hotel complex 
followed up its win at the 
Scottish Thistle Awards, as 
reported in last week’s Ban-
ner, by being named in the 
top 30 UK hospitality em-
ployers by the most widely 
read UK trade publication, 
The Caterer.  

These unique awards were 
designed to reward and rec-
ognise the cream of hospitali-
ty employers as judged by the 
people who know them best 
- their employees.

A total of 61 employees, 40 
per cent of Auchrannie staff, 
were provided with an online 
tool-kit to answer a series 
of questions relating to their 
employer and workplace. The 
results of this gave the em-
ployer a ranking against other 
entries. This process made for 
a realistic and unbiased judg-

First lambs born on Arran to 
world’s cutest sheep

Staff vote Auchrannie one of the best places to work
ing process, as it is based on 
the true opinion of individu-
als who know exactly how 
good their employer is.

Staff at Auchrannie scored 
the business at 90.4 per cent, 
a whopping 15 per cent above 

highlighted a number of fac-
tors which make the hotel ‘a 
best place to work’.

Work/life balance
These included a respect for 

work/life balance as well as 
being part of a team which 
communicates well, produces 
results and respects one an-
other. 

Staff at Auchrannie also 
said that they really wanted 
to do a great job and enjoyed 
involvement in decisions that 
affected their jobs.

The full listing and ranking 
will be announced by the The 
Caterer next month in Lon-
don where it will host its in-
augural People Forum at Park 
Plaza Victoria, where leading 
employers and employee en-

gagement experts will share 
their stories and the latest HR 
innovations. 

HR manager Lorna Jack-
son said: ‘I’m delighted that 
Auchrannie has been recog-
nised as a top employer. It’s 
great to be part of an organ-
isation where so many staff 
are so passionate about work-
ing there. We realise that it 
is only by providing such a 
positive environment for our 
staff that we are able to con-
tinually deliver such high lev-
els of customer service to our 
guests.’

Having been recognised 
as a Best Place to Work in 
Hospitality, Auchrannie is 
now being invited to join an 

elite group of employers and 
take their achievement to the 
next level by entering for the 
Best Employer in the Catey 
Awards. 

This is a major national 
award which is only open to 

the top UK employers from 
the Best Places to Work in 
Hospitality.  A panel will re-
view all of the submissions 
as part of the Catey’s judging 
process and award one em-
ployer the top title.

Hannah with one of the lambs. b12sheep02

One of the world’s cutest 

lambs on Arran.
The Valais Blacknose ewe 

has given birth to twins at 
Glenkiln Farm in Lamlash.

arrived on the island in No-
vember from Switzerland 
and has since been settling 
in at the Bone family farm. 

The arrival of the twins 
last week was a surprise as 
a scan had determined the 
mother was carrying a single 
lamb. 

The male and the female, 
which are both doing well, 
have been named Rhudi and 
Heidi after their Swiss ori-
gin.

Pregnant
Three other ewes in the 

others are too young.

Hannah Bone, who helps 

‘They are just so adorable, 
just like little balls of wool.’ 

Unusual
The sheep are well-known 

for their shaggy coats and 
spiral horns, but it is their 
distinctive ‘black hole’ faces 
that hold much of their ap-
peal. They are also unusual 
in that they lamb twice a 
year.

They are gradually being 
adjusted from an indoor 
enclosure to a semi-open 
pen before being allowed 

weather improves.
And they are already be-

ginning to lose the ‘shaggy’ 
look they had when they ar-
rived and will soon be show-
ing why they have their ‘cut-
est sheep’ tag. Hannah with the ewe and her two lambs. b12sheep01

Delicious home baking
Meals, sharing platters
nibbles, sunday roasts

wine, whiskies & cocktails
Sat 21st March - live music 

FROM 9pm with ALAN FREW
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like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbanner

A popular island doctor is 
leaving for pastures new.

Dr Alwin Hoelzl is leaving 
after working on Arran for 
seven years. He and his fami-
ly are moving to Cumbria.

Friends and colleagues 
recently enjoyed an ’80s 
themed party in Brodick Hall 
for his leaving party. During 
the evening he was present-
ed with a specially created 
artwork by island artist John 
Earle. 

Arran in February 2008 and 
is married with two young 
children. German born, he 
studied medicine in Munich 
before moving to Yorkshire, 
where he trained. 

He told The Banner: ‘I have 

Candidate in ‘work 
together’ plea over 
fuel prices

Dr Hoelzl (right) is presented with his original painting 
by artist John Earle. Photo by David Hogg. 

enjoyed working on Arran 
very much and my family 
and I have fond memories of 
the years we lived here. We 
will certainly be back for hol-
idays and to catch up with our 
friends.  

‘I would also like to say 
thank you to the people of 
Arran for having us for the 
last seven years, to the pa-
tients who gave us wonderful 
presents and cards and last 
but not least to my colleagues 
in Arran Medical Group, the 
ambulance service, Arran 
War Memorial Hospital, so-
cial services, the homes and 
home care, the district nurs-
es, the lifeboat and just about 
everybody else who had to 
endure me professionally.’

Artwork gift for
island doctor off
to pastures new

Conservative candidate 
Jamie Greene visited Arran 

investigate the island’s sky-
high fuel prices.

Having heard about MP 
Katy Clark’s plan to take the 
matter up with the Competi-
tion and Market Authority, he 
decided to talk to people on 
the ground before making any 
sudden knee-jerk decisions to 
lobby the government or the 
regulators. 

Jamie, who is the Scottish 
Conservative candidate for 
North Ayrshire on Arran, was 

time on his campaign trail.
He said: ‘Rather than point 

to hear from all parties in-
volved in this complex issue 
to see what constructive ac-
tions can be taken in reality.’

He met with George Lam-
mie, owner of the island’s 
Gulf network of petrol sta-

views on the situation as a 
fuel station owner. George 
told Jamie that he didn’t real-
ly make money on petrol and 
it was his ancillary business-

Conservative candidate Jamie Greene (centre) with 
garage owner George Lammie and supporter Colin 
Siddle of Lochranza at the Gulf garage in Brodick.  

es and retail shop that helped 

George said there had been 
little ‘wriggle room’ in the 
wholesale price because there 
was now only one supplier 
to the island and there were 
logistical issues with the fer-
ries in getting fuel tankers to 
and from Arran. 

Going further, George 
warned Jamie that by going 
too far and taking Certas to 
the regulators it could scare 
it off altogether, which would 

would end up having to go to 
the mainland for fuel, such as 
they do on the Isle of Cum-
brae.

Certas has no mandate to 
service Arran with petrol.

Jamie was told that despite 
Ms Clark’s calls for more 
competition, there was com-
petition in the past and prices 
were still high then. 

Jamie travelled to Whiting 
Bay to meet with local people 

up their vehicles and was told 
by one local small business-
man that he would rather pay 
more on Arran than have to 

travel to the mainland. 

mission, Jamie maintained 
that if more could be done to 
help ease prices then all ave-

nues should be pursued.
He added that the Scottish 

government should do more 
to help private petrol stations 
and small businesses not just 
‘community’ petrol stations. 

He stated: ‘The local MSP 
and MP should work together 
to have constructive conver-
sations with Certas, bearing 
in mind that pushing them 
over the edge might end up 
leaving Arran in a worse sit-
uation. 

‘This is no time for party 
politics, it is time to hear all 
sides of the argument and do 
what is right for the business-
es and people living here.’

fi nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com

arranbanner
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Staff  show off  their bin 
bag outfi ts on the catwalk 
at Whiting Bay school. 

Island goes Red Nose Day
crazy to raise charity cash
Various events were held 
around the island to raise 
money for Comic Relief on 
Red Nose Day last Friday.

Brodick Primary School 
and nursery class had a red 
dress code on the day which 
also saw a cake sale, backed 
by teachers and staff, to raise 
charity cash. The school 
made £332 for Comic Relief 
on the day.

At Whiting Bay Primary the 

an afternoon of fun activities 
to raise money for Comic Re-
lief. 

come to school in a funny 
disguise. There was a coin 
trail of loose change which 
stretched for almost four me-
tres. There were three main 
activities: decorate a Red 

a member of staff.
Gunged

staff had to show off their 

Finally, there was a quiz 
which ended with three mem-
bers of staff being gunged. A 
total of £133.06 was raised 
and everyone had a great 
time.

Donald Currie and James 
McCarthy successfully com-

They cycled twice round the 

and raised an amazing £180 
between them. 

A cub leader said: ‘A big 
well done to both of them and 

Finally in Brodick the 

ty collection last Friday and 
Saturday raising £214.77 for 
Comic Relief.

The nursery class and younger pupils at Brodick Primary dressed in red. 20_b12nose01

Older pupils at Brodick Primary get into the red nose spirit at the cake sale.
20_b12nose02

Donald Currie and James 
McCarthy with the money 
they raised. 

Pupils dressed up at Whiting Bay school. 

mctear’s on the road near you

To arrange a home appointment, 

please contact Magda Ketterer 
on 0141 810 2880 or

email magda@mctears.co.uk

Following last week’s hugely successful  Valuation Event that raised over 

£1000 for the Lochranza Village Hall, McTear’s experts will be back on 

Arran this coming week to offer free auction advice on antiques, works of 

art, paintings, ceramics, silver, furniture or whisky.

Meiklewood Gate | 31 Meiklewood Road | Glasgow G51 4EU mctears.co.uk

0141 810 2880
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Eco Savvy auction and pop-up 
shop finds new homes for
unwanted goods
Eco Savvy held another suc-
cessful auction in Whiting 
Bay hall last weekend and 

Running over the Friday 
and Saturday, the goal was to 

Ian Cook conducts the bidding at the auction. 20_b12auction04

The pop-up shop proved a big success. 20_b12auction01

The auction in full swing. 20_b12auction02

reduce Arran’s waste and Eco 

The auction was conducted 
by Ian Cook and Gillian Lith-
gow and after a slowish start 

Exciting bidding over a 

dinghy had everyone holding 

-

More than 20 volunteers 

-
-

clothing, shoes and bags they 

stunners hung next to design-

-

schools on the island to raise 
funds through rag bag collec-

Eco Savvy would like to 

over the two days, and to all 

Arran route    
is busiest

The UKs largest ferry net-

26 routes, said it carried 

of cars was at its highest level 

CalMac said that its Ardros-
san to Brodick service had 

-
-

with the lowest carriage was 
the Mallaig to Lochboisdale 

this new winter-only service 
-
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The reputation of the Arran 
Bird Atlas is known far and 
wide.

But just how far hadn’t 
been realised until it was 
discovered Terry Trunecka of 
Tasmania has a copy of the 

year by Arran bird recorder 
Dr James Cassels.

which is known as the town 
of murals. So why would he 
be interested in a bird atlas 
from the other side of the 
world?

Commission of Scotland  on 

I was able to observe and 

bird life on the island.
Unique

mountaintop.

buy this latest survey of Arran 
birds as I could compare  the 
latest data with my notes on 

Arran. 
‘All that was  available in 

1965 was small  publication 
entitled The Birds of Arran 

which was an excellent 
reference work for the time.

surprise to receive this new 

Save the Children raise nearly 
As a result of weather condi-

Smith was unable to attend 

of the Arran branch of Save 

Suite of the Auchrannie Spa.

welcomed everyone to the 

remarks she intimated the 

ter 28 years’ service. She was 
thanked for her invaluable 
contribution to the work of 

step down.

come new member Sheena 

everyone for all their hand 
work which had resulted in 
another successful year.

In spite of the unexpected 
cancellation of one event and 

raised.
After a brief resume of the 

ers were elected as follows: 

Jean Robertson.

the door-to-door collection 

week at the end of April. In-

hope will be well-supported 
as usual.

Bird atlas
flies as far
as Tasmania

Terry Trunecka with his copy of the Arran Bird Atlas at a mural  in Sheffi  eld,  
Tasmania. 

beautiful colour  photos and 

on each resident and non-
resident bird that can be seen 
in and  around Arran.

Encouraged

abundant in the 1960s due 
to more heather moorland at 

in the 1960s now the area is 

‘The effect of  weather and 
climate on bird  populations 

of  study. 
‘There are so  many  

to relate to. 
‘So if you are  a seasoned 

birder or just remotely 

‘Also if you live on Arran 

to your beautiful  island.’

know about  the bird atlas? 

Small world
‘It  is a small world today 

‘I would like to thank 

Society and its arranwildlife.

the atlas available and for 

natural history of Arran.’

www.scotns.org.uk

NEWSPAPERS WORK
Print  Online  Tablet  Mobile

Photo © Robert Perry

Bill Munro, chairman of 
Barrhead Travel, said:  

“Scottish newspapers 
remain a key distribution 
channel for delivering 
Barrhead Travel’s 
messages to existing and 
prospective customers. 

“The diverse range of 
publications in Scotland 
is essential in order for 
the public to have access, 
on or offline, to different 
viewpoints on local and 
international events, 
as well as marketing 
messages from companies 
such as ours.”

Leading Scottish 
business figures 

have joined 
the campaign 

to highlight the 
importance of 

newsbrands and 
recognise their 

increasingly  
multi-platform 

readership.

The diverse  
range of publications  
in Scotland is 
essential

Bill Munro  
chairman, Barrhead  

Travel



press policy
WE AT The Arran Banner do our utmost to make sure that all our reports 
are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on occasion, mistakes 
can occur in the hectic process of producing a local newspaper.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in print. 
The 

Arran Banner, Brodick, Arran giving your day-time telephone number 
where possible. 

This statement of policy will appear on this page every week along with 

The Arran Banner adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s Code 
of Conduct.  The views expressed in The Arran Banner are not necessarily 
those of the The Oban Times Group.

 your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 
words in length for publication on this page. The 
editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses 
must be supplied, including on e-mails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime telephone number is also 
required for verification. Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact telephone number will not 
be printed. Please write or fax to: Letters Page, The 
Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran. 
E-mail editor@arranbanner.co.uk

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Arran
Deliveries
Glasgow Depot
Arran Deliveries
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow G14 OHB

Arran Deliveries
The Parcel Point
Harbour Road, 
Ardrossan
North Ayrshire 
KA22 8BZ

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
Daily collection throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and surrounding districts

Tel: 01475 676 255
Fax: 01294 469 492

Open Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm
Accepting goods destined 
for the island

We deliver the goods
not  ex cuses 
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‘For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, so 
that you through His poverty might become rich.’ (2 Cor-
inthians 8:9)

Funding thanks
Sir, 
I am writing this letter to 
personally thank the Arran 
Society of Glasgow, on be-
half of the Argyll College 
Drama class and Arran High 
School’s Higher English 
class, for its kind funding for 
our trip to see The Slab Boys 
performed at the Citizens 
Theatre in Glasgow on 25 
February.  

The acting in the play it-
self was top-notch across the 
board.  It was a very enjoy-
able experience  which has 
provided excellent materi-
al for myself and the other 
Higher Drama candidates 

nal examination at the end of 
next month; the National 5 

seeing professional actors as 
they have an acting exam in a 
couple of weeks.

The play will also help the 
Higher English class pupils 

as they are able to use it in the 
Set Text section of their exam 
paper.

To reiterate; we are very 
pleased to have been given 
the funding for this educa-

ly helped us in the drama per-
formances we will have to do 

tion as we can see different 
techniques used by the actors 
to provoke a response from 
the audience.

Yours, 
James Mutch

Unreliable fallback
Sir,
True - it was a touch stoory 
and choppy at Ardrossan on 

clear that things got a lot 
better in the lee of Bute and 
Cumbrae as we travelled by 
cramped bus to meet the di-
verted Caledonian Isles at 
Gourock.
 The sea there was calm. 
After all, there’s shelter or 
limited fetch all around. The 
Caley Isles was standing-off 
in the bay as another ves-
sel cleared Gourock pier.
Luckily the Tourism Preven-
tion Department had failed to 
dissuade a devoted Ayr cou-
ple from travelling. 
 They ignored website warn-

ings about weather changing 
en-route and threats of the 
ferry having to turn back if 
conditions proved unfavour-
able for docking. They stuck 
with it when an easy return 
home was always an option. 
Did a bowl of chips on board 
compare with Auchrannie’s 
lunch potential?
 Equally, three generations 
of a family complete with 
toddlers and infants persisted 
and weary teachers corralled 
a posse of school kids who 
had enough cases to occupy 
a good portion of the fabled 
square on number four deck.
 Thank you to those and oth-
ers who made the journey. 
Their island adventure had 
already started.
 You’d think that a sound-
ly run ferry operator with 
round-hole shaped berthing 
facilities would be careful not 
to buy a square-peg shaped 
vessel.
 Yes, of course they would 
and anyway it was a long 
time ago when the Caley Isles 
was new. Still - things have 
changed?
 There’s been plenty of op-
portunity since then to de-

infrastructure policy (a sti-

clearly audible cry of, ‘Loch 
Seaforth’. Phew, that was 
close).
 The docking facilities at 
Gourock lack foot passen-
ger access and a phalanx of 
containers make an old-fash-
ioned gangplank impossible 
even if the height it has to 
reach would make it more 
like a ladder. And, where 
does that other vessel tie-up?
 It’s only evidence from one 
recent visit, but I wonder if 
wind speed and direction are 
the only considerations to af-
fect the viability of this port 
of refuge.

Brodick pier isn’t the prob-
lem. It’s clearly the port of 
ultimate refuge. Where does 
the Caley Isles come when it 
can’t go anywhere else?

It’s not the doughty Caley 

Clyde ferry worthy of the 
name is well able to cope 
with wind and sea common 
in the area it operates.

Ships in harbour are safe, 

but that’s not what ships are 
for.

Of course safety is para-
mount and we rely on the pro-
fessionals to discern the line 
between an odd scary mo-
ment negotiating the entry to 
Ardrossan harbour and genu-
ine Herald of Free Enterprise 
rollover potential.

I wouldn’t like to balance 
safety, public relations, eco-
nomics, risk avoidance and 
litigation potential. It serves 
none of us, islanders, tourists 
and operator, to have a ferry 
moored in Brodick when our 
livelihood depends on it be-
ing at sea.

a mainland port that works. 
Not a compromise with an 
unreliable fallback, but a 
proper, joined-up place where 

gether with the concrete bits 
reliably in all weathers all 
year. Please.

Yours,
John Boyd
Easdale
Brodick

No credit
Sir,
The letter from the Westmin-
ster SNP election candidate 
Patricia Gibson about petrol 
prices on Arran does her no 
credit.
 The SNP Scottish govern-
ment has introduced a selec-
tive RET policy which does 
nothing to address the matter.
  To accuse Katy Clark of not 
representing her constituents 
is misplaced and ridiculous. 
Katy has been an attentive 

course of the past 10 years.
 She has done her best, de-
spite her party and its ups and 
downs, to represent the inter-
ests of the people of North 
Ayrshire, including Arran.
 The problem for Katy is that 
she is in the wrong party and 
she will sink or swim on the 
basis of its record and its po-
litical direction. Cheap polit-
ical jibes are not required in 
this election - it is not about 
the personalities but about 
greater issues.

the most prominent indepen-
dence candidate, but with no 
illusions about either her or 
her party.

Labour’s demise under Jim 

the efforts of a small minority 
of its members with principle 
and integrity, like Katy Clark, 
will not save it.

Yours,
Colin Turbett
Rannoch
Shiskine

Job well done
Sir,
Last Tuesday 24 February, a 
very windy day, I had occa-
sion to go to the mainland 
along with a number of oth-
er passengers on the 1.50pm 
ferry. 

Captain Colin Bain advised 
us that the conditions were 

get us into Ardrossan Har-
bour. We knew that if he was 
not successful we would need 
to return to Brodick. The staff 

us this would be the possible 
outcome.

Throughout the journey 
Captain Bain kept us in-
formed of progress and 
when conditions worsened 
he advised us that the vessel 
would slow down and when 
manoeuvres were to be made. 
He calmly told us to be seat-
ed.

He tried several times to get 
into Ardrossan Harbour with-
out success but he did not 

ed much to the delight of the 
passengers who had onward 
journeys to make, many for 
business reasons.

I am writing this letter to 
convey my appreciation for a 

weather conditions.
Yours,
Fiona McCherry 
Kilmacolm
Renfrewshire

fi nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbanner

Conference was a great coup
Arran has this week been hosting its biggest ever interna-
tional conference.

The Cold Water Island Tourism Conference has brought 
more than 150 delegates from across Europe and all parts 
of the UK to the island.

As a result Arran has had great coverage about the event 
in national and international media.

The conference is a great coup for the island and organ-
isers made sure all the delegates were given a warm Arran 
welcome.

The staging of it was a huge amount of work and the 
logistics of arranging accommodation for all the delegates 
around the island was a challenge. But everyone involved 
from VisitArran and Taste of Arran are to be congratulated 
particularly Sheila Gilmore and her small conference team 
for making the event such a success.

The sponsorship by North Ayrshire Council should also 
be credited.

It means that the island can think more about business 
tourism, which has huge economic impact and can encour-
age other conference business. 

This was not possible in the past for two main reasons. 

which is now a reality with the top class facilities available 
in the community theatre at Arran High School.

The second was the prohibitive price of ferry fares, but 
the reduced RET fares could make it far more attractive 
for conference organisers to consider island destinations.

As for the conference itself, delegates were able to share 
their expertise, experience and knowledge to help each 
other develop tourism on small cold water island destina-
tions across the world.

As VisitArran director Alastair Dobson said, it presented 
a fantastic opportunity to meet with like-minded business 
people and policy makers to share ideas and practises and 

Island tourism has in the past tended to focus on warm 

It’s time for the cold water islands to show they can sizzle 
too.
New buses are welcome sight

is a welcome sight on the roads of Arran. Each of them has 
low-emissions and full wheelchair access and has cost the 
Strathclyde Partnership for Transport a cool £1.5 million.

pose and used by operator Stagecoach to provide a service 
that meets both the needs of both the travelling island pub-
lic and the many visitors who use the service.



Arran Banner, Saturday 21 March 2015  www.arranbanner.co.uk FEATURE    9

Did you know that a number of 
changes are being made to pension 
tax rules on the 6th April 2015?

You will now be able to cash ALL 
YOUR pension funds from April 
from the age of 55 and this access 
to pension savings is going to offer 
freedom, choice and opportunity.
Daniel Lamont is an experienced 

who has been coming over to Arran 
regularly for the past few years to see 
his large client base here on the Island. 
The changes that are happening in 
April regarding pensions are huge as 
you will now have greater simplicity, 

discuss your options today, your initial 
consultation is free of charge. 

Active Finance Scotland 

Arran’s 
thriving 

businesses

To advertise in our next business feature call Laura on 01770 302142

For the ultimate shortbread experience 
on Arran it just has to be Shorties. The 
brand new cafe in Brodick is the perfect 
spot to relax with a coffee and a bite to 
eat.
Owner David Strawhorn has been a chef for 
many years and all his shortbread is made 
using a traditional family recipe. However, 
over the years David has developed a wide 

riety to try.
The cafe, which sits on Auchrannie Road, 

is ideal when visiting the garden centre and 
shops and the farmers market next door. But 

lage just to check it out, if you haven’t been 
before.
The cafe will also shortly be extending its 
menu and will be offering home made soup 
and a light lunch choice.
But whatever time of day its worth making 
time for a coffee at Shorties.

Easter from 11am to 4pm.

Shorties

Arran Physiotherapy & Acupuncture Clinic
Deena Jane Dean

BSc(Hons), MCSP, MAACP

Facial Enhancement Cosmetic Acupuncture

www.arranphysiotherapy.co.uk

      Arranphysiotherapy

arranphysiotherapy@gmail.com
Mob: 07796 692094

Cosmetic acupuncture has been 
practiced since 770BC in China and is 
a painless non-surgical way of reducing 

wrinkles and sagging skin.
But it is more than just a cosmetic procedure as it is 
a holistic approach for general health, wellbeing and 
rejuvenation. It also helps with skin conditions.
The Arran Physiotherapy and Acupuncture Clinic 

professional Deena Jane Dean and provides a wide 
range of related services.

When the acupuncture needles, which are the 
width of a human hair, are placed into the lines 
and wrinkles the body produces collagen and other 

Areas such as frown lines, crows feet, laughter lines 
and lip lines are amongst the areas worked on. 
An acupressure facial massage with a hydrating 
serum is used to compliment the treatment which is 
completed with a Jade Roller massage.
Acupuncture can also be used for smoking cessation as 
it helps restore the body’s natural endorphins and also 
to treat conditions such as stress, anxiety and insomnia.

Arran Physiotherapy & Acupuncture Clinic

Whiting Bay has a fantastic new 
traditional men’s Barber shop!  
Mary Grant has over 50 years 
experience and decided to open 
her own ‘Mary’s Barber Shop’ in 
the village.  
Located beside the Whiting Bay 

bers which you can either pop 
into or make an appointment.  

urday and a late night opening 

and make an appointment or call 
700546.

Mary’s Barbers Mary’s 
Barbers 

Located next to Whiting Bay Garage - Behind the shop

Open: Thursday 10-5pm
LATE NIGHT FRIDAY 10-7pm

Saturday 10-4pm
Children Welcome

Tel: 700546
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Dress to impress and be Scene Around with a group of friends  

whilst enjoying an evening of glamour with Scottish Field.

IN NEED OF SOME SPRING

JOIE DE VIVRE?
SCOTTISH FIELD’S  PHOTOGRAPHER CAN’T WAIT TO MEET YOU! 

Come along for a great night at Our Dynamic Earth on  

Thursday 26 March and join in the celebration of the very best at the 

SCOTTISH RURAL AWARDS GALA DINNER

This glamorous evening will feature a champagne reception, a delicious  

meal and live entertainment. Guests will also receive a luxury goody bag.

Photographs of the evening will be featured in Scottish Field  

or online at scottishfield.co.uk and scottishruralawards.org. 

PURCHASE YOUR TICKETS NOW AT: 

www.scottishruralawards.org

SOMEONE  
ON EACH 

TABLE WILL WIN A BOTTLE OF MALT 
WHISKY!

LIVE JAZZ MUSIC

LAST FEW TICKETS REMAINING

Poetry and priz
Burns verse spe

Nearly 90 pupils from across the island’s prima-
ry schools took part in the revived Burns verse 
speaking contest at Arran high school earlier 
this month.

test has been held, thanks to the intervention of 
Lamlash Burns Club (LBC), and the standard of 
entry was extremely high.

All the island’s primary teachers, in particu-
lar Annette Treble, head teacher at Whiting Bay 
Primary School, put a tremendous amount of 
hard work and energy into making the day a 
reality.  

Sheila Gilmore, who was involved for 14 
years in organising and running the competition 
until it ceased in 2012, provided help and sup-
port in arranging the programme and guidance 

The standard of entry w

Judges Jock Kelso, Teri McIntosh and Archie Nicol. 

on running the event. The event was sponsored 
by the Burns club which had special commem-
orative medals struck for the competition, to be 
awarded to the winner in each of the following 
categories: primary 1 and 2 mixed; primary 3 
and 4 mixed (both categories any Scots poem), 
primary 5 mixed; primary 6 mixed and  primary 
7mixed (Burns poems).

In addition, Mrs Treble and North Ayrshire 

sented to the school of the winner of each cate-
gory. Every pupil who entered the competition 
also received a personalised Burns scroll featur-
ing the winning drawing by Lori Prescott select-
ed from the recent Burns drawing competition.

The judges for the competition were Jock 
Kelso, president Lamlash Burns Club; Ms Teri 

A participant checks her poem with master of ceremonies Heather Gough. 

P1/2 entrants with winner James Worthington, centre front.

P3/4 entrants with winner Harry Gilmore, centre front. 

Photographs courtesy of Richard Fletcher
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zes at revival of 
eaking contest 
was extremely high

McIntosh, NAC; and Archie Nicol, past presi-
dent Lamlash Burns Club. Heather Gough was 
compere for the day and Alan Kelly and Tony 
van Breugel helped ensure everything ran 
smoothly.

The judges were hugely impressed by the high 
standard of the contributions across all the age 

-
cult in the P6 and P7 categories, where several 

separate. However, after considerable delibera-
tions, the winners were announced.

Mr Kelso said: ‘Lamlash Burns Club would 
like to thank all pupils, parents, schools and 
staff for their support of the competition and 
look forward to another successful competition 
next year.’

And the winners are ...
P1/2 mixed: Jamie Worthington
(Whiting Bay), The Bubblyjock 
(Hugh MacDiarmid).

P3/4 mixed: Harry Gilmore 
(Brodick), TwaLeggit Mice 
(J K Annand).

P5 mixed: Cameron McNeish
(Kilmory), Tam O’Shanter.

P6 mixed: Sam Reid (Brodick),
Scots WhaHae.

P7 mixed: Naomi Provan
(Whiting Bay), To a Louse.

P1/2 winner Jamie 
Worthington gets his 
award from LBC president 
Jock Kelso. 

P7 entrants with winner Naomi Provan, centre front. 

P3/4 winner Harry Gilmore 
with LBC president Jock 
Kelso.  

P5 winner Cameron 
McNeish with Jock Kelso. 

P5 entrants with winner Cameron McNeish, centre front.

P6 winner Sam Reid with judge Teri McIntosh and Jock Kelso.

P6 entrants with winner Sam Reid, centre front. P7 winner Naomi Provan with judge Teri McIntosh and Jock Kelso. 
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An illustration of the 
18-year-old Arran malt 
whisky. 

Trio of Arran 
poets read
in London

Since its founding 20 years 
ago, the Isle of Arran Dis-
tillery has been laying 
uniquely complex malts 
down to mature. 

As the Lochranza distillery 

The Arran Malt comes of age 

reaches its 20th birthday, the 
Arran malt is coming of age 

old single malt. 

which have been released in 
the count down to this land-

per cent, it is distilled with-

colouring for a pure yet com-
plex palate.

casks, this un-peated malt is 
a perfect example of the fresh 
character of Arran in all its 
maturity. Gold in colour and 
with a delicious aroma of 
toasted almonds, honey and 
spice, this highly anticipated 
bottling delivers a luxurious 
palate of ginger and caramel-
ised brown sugar. 

notes and rich Seville orange 

-
niscent of toasted brioche and 
toffee apples, rounds off the 
most mature expression of 
the The Arran Malt to date.

Master Distiller James Mac-
Taggart said: ‘This is a very 
special bottling for us, not 
only being the most mature 

release in our 20th year.
‘It represents the very 

best of our whisky, with the 

for which Arran malts have 
become known around the 
world.

‘So with only 9,000 bottles 
released worldwide, we don’t 

malt to be around for long.’
This latest limited edition of 

The Arran Malt is available 
in specialist whisky retail-
ers and a small quantity was 
available directly from www.
arranwhisky.com from last 
Monday.

David Underwood reads at the London event. 

Three Arran poets recently 
took to the road on an am-
bitious reading in the Poetry 
Place in London’s Covent 
Garden. 

Tim Pomeroy, Cicely Gill 
and David Underdown were 
guests of a group of four 
London poets, Simon Kirwin, 
Steve Boorman, Lynda How 
and last year’s Maclellan Po-

Josephy. 
The Arran three have been 

actively arranging reciprocal 
readings with other poetry 
groups throughout the UK.

Last year they travelled to 
Lancaster where they were 
the headline act to the Lanca-
shire April Poets, then April 
Poets headlined in the Brod-
ick Bar later in the year.

Next month another group 
of poets comes up from Dar-
lington to read on Arran. 

The London reading, called 
Lines Across the Water, was 
a full house. The Poetry So-
ciety-owned, Poetry Café’s 
basement seats up to 44. All 

-
ple were sitting on the stairs 
down. 

The hosts warmed up the 
evening reading with a vari-
ety of voices encompassing 
both distinctly London poems 

to do with climbing to those 

Pomeroy on acoustic guitar, 

songs. 
The Arran poets took the 

whole second half reading for 

The Arran trio with their London hosts. 

about 20 minutes each. Cice-
ly’s poem Passing Through, 
set in Glasgow Central sta-
tion, was particularly well  
received as was David’s up-
side down poem about grand-
children. Tim’s eco poem 
caused a few wry smiles. All 
of these had, of course, been 
rehearsed the week before 

at the Copperwheats pop-up 
reading. The audience was 
warm throughout the evening 
and all attending thought 
it was a great success. Al-
ready the London poets are 
in discussions about a ‘return 
match’ on the island. Watch 
The Banner for details or visit 
www.arranpoetry.co.uk
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Society hears 
of diverse 
wildlife on 
Canna
The meeting of the Arran 
Natural History Society on 
Thursday 5 March heard Gor-
don Riddle give an illustrated 
presentation on The Wildlife 
of Canna. 

in 1984 on holiday and con-
tinues to do so on an annual 
basis. The National Trust for 
Scotland owns and manages 
the island, which had a pop-
ulation of 426 in 1826 before 
the Clearances. Its full-time 
population now is 18.

Gordon said: ‘Canna is one 
of the Inner Hebrides and 
has a diverse and interesting 
range of wildlife communi-
ties.’  The illustrated talk ex-
plored not only the wildlife, 
with special emphasis on the 
exceptional bird life but also 
the conservation work that is 
carried out there. 

The next meeting will be on 
Thursday 2 April starting at 
8pm in the Ranger Centre in 
Brodick Country Park, when 
Sue Weaver will show the 

-
tic sailing expedition investi-
gating the effects of plastic 
pollution in the seas and will 
discuss the implications of 
the project.

Arran’s Women for Inde-
pendence group celebrated 
International Women’s Day 
a day early, on Saturday 7 
March, with a well-attended 
coffee, cake and conversation  
event in the Ormidale Pavil-
ion in Brodick. 

The headline speaker was to 
have been Pam Currie, who 
had so impressed everyone at 
the referendum debate at Ar-
ran High School last year, but 
unfortunately she had to call 
off because of the bad weath-
er forecast. Instead the group 
were treated to two local 
speakers, each outstanding in 
their own different way.

Liz Dale of Pirnmill regaled 
the audience with the story of 
Arran’s own suffragette, Flo-
ra Drummond (1878-1949), 
popularly known as The Lit-
tle General because of her 
fondness for military-style 
uniform and for leading the 
suffragette parades on horse-
back. The group learned what 
led to Flora’s passion for 
women’s rights.

As a young woman she 
had studied to enter the civ-
il service and wanted to be 
a postmistress (possibly in 
Pirnmill, where her grand-
mother ran the local shop), 
but just before she passed her 

the height regulations were 
changed disqualifying any-
one under 5ft 2in. At 5ft 1in, 
Flora was most aggrieved!

Flora married and moved 
to Manchester where she be-
came involved in the Inde-
pendent Labour Party and the 

Women’s Day 
celebrated 
with the story 
of Arran’s own 
suffragette

The audience look at photographs of Arran’s 
suffragette.

Women’s Social and Political 
Union, where she became 
close friends with Emmeline 
Pankhurst and her daughters 
Christabel and Sylvia, and 
with other prominent suffra-
gettes, Annie Kenney in par-
ticular. 

She worked in local facto-
ries, learning about the poor 
working conditions and pay 
endured by women workers, 

social justice. She became 
a leading organiser in the 
WSPU and moved to London 
to take charge of the WSPU 

forefront of the militant suf-
fragette campaign, gained a 
reputation as a brilliant orator 
with a special talent for deal-
ing with hecklers, and was 
imprisoned nine times as a 
result of her exploits.

She was not subjected to 
-

ed on so many of the suf-
fragettes, perhaps because 
the prison authorities were 
afraid of making a martyr of 

when it was discovered she 
was pregnant, in 1908, she 
was released early from her 
three-month prison term. She 
called her son Keir Hardie 
Drummond, making her po-
litical loyalties clear! 

The gathering also heard 
that it was Flora, with her 
civil service training, who 
had initiated the practice of 
female prisoners using morse 
code, tapping on the cell 
walls, to communicate with 
each other under the watch-

ful eyes of the guards. Flo-
ra returned to Glasgow and 
worked for the WSPU there 
for a while, organising the fa-
mous March of Women along 
Princes Street in 1909. 

She returned to Arran in 
1914 in an attempt to recover 
her failing health, caused by 
jail-time and hunger-strikes, 
and after that concentrated on 
speech-making and adminis-
tration to avoid arrest. She, 
like Emmeline and Christa-
bel Pankhurst, supported the 
women’s war effort that was 
to achieve the vote in 1918, 
and went on to found the 
Women’s Guild of Empire 
that opposed the strikes and 
lock-outs of the 1920s and 
30s, mainly because of their 
effect on working women 
and their families. She was 
a pall-bearer at Emmeline 
Pankhurst’s funeral in 1928.

up and she later re-married, 
eventually settling in Carra-

the last, in 1949.
Photographs of this ‘bonnie 

fechter’ were passed round 
and Liz’s illuminating talk, 

-
dotes, caused a buzz of appre-
ciation in the audience. 

After questions and discus-
sion, the mood changed when 
Jenny Williamson of Brodick 

of her entertaining verses, 
peppered with humour and 
not a little political invective.

A star turn greatly appre-
ciated by the audience who 
were able to leave with a 
smile on their faces, uplifted, 
inspired and ready to take on 
the world.

Thanks to the superb speak-
ers, to all who attended on a 
day of such inclement weath-
er, and to all the behind-the-
scenes helpers who made this 
celebration event such a bril-
liant success.

The next Arran Women for 
Independence event will be 
on Friday 27 March at 7pm 
for 7.30pm, again at the Or-
midale Pavilion with guest 
speaker Jeane Freeman.    AB

Arran suffragette Flora Drummond with her son Keir 
Hardie. 
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in association with Isle of Arran Brewery
What’s on

www.arranbrewery.com

www.arranbrewery.com

Everyday
Brodick Castle, Garden Open              9am-Dusk
Arran Brewery Mon, Wed & Fri 12.30-5pm Sat 10-5pm
Arran Brewery tour 2pm (limited spaces call for availability)
Lamlash Tennis Courts/Putting Green Open all day

Saturday 21st March
Army Cadets Auchrannie Road 11am –1 pm. 
Over 21s Disco Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa pool, 4-5pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick from 8pm
Brodick Market Auchrannie Road, Brodick, 10-4.30pm
Blackwaterfoot bowling club rink game Blackwaterfoot bowling club, 1.45pm
Shiskine Hall Auction Shiskine Hall, 2pm for 2.30pm start

Sunday 22nd March
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm-5pm
AA Meeting Brodick church Hall, 5pm-6.30pm
Open Session - All musicians & Singers welcome Fiddlers, Brodick 2.30pm
Live music with the Jazz Cafe Band The Drift Inn, Lamlash, 12noon

Monday 23rd March
Over 50s Badminton Lochranza Village Hall, 2-4pm
Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Citizens Advice Ormidale Pavilion, 9.30-1.30pm
Morning Fitness Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
Table Tennis Corrie Hall, 6.30pm
Badminton Auchrannie Sports Hall,7-9pm
Arran Junior Football Club Ormidale Park, 6-7.30pm
Yoga Corrie Village Hall, 11am - 12 noon
Circuit Training Auchrannie Gym, 6-7pm
Scottish Country Dancing     Beginners & Improvers, Corrie & Sannox Hall,2 - 4pm
10/10 Total Body workout Arran High School, Lamlash, 6.45pm
Lunch Club Brodick Sheltered Housing, 12.30pm

Tuesday 24th March
Pop Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Auchrannie Winter Bowls                   Auchrannie 7pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Youth Club Kildonan Hall, 7pm
Rotary club Glencloy Suite, Auchrannie, 7.15pm
Healthy Outdoors 10am-1pm NTS Ranger Centre
Blackwaterfoot bowling club rink game Blackwaterfoot bowling club, 1.45pm
RunArran  Hospital Hill car park, Lamlash, 5.30pm
Bridge for beginners Learning Centre, Lamlash 7-9pm
Scottish Country Dancing All Stages, Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm

Wednesday 25th March 
Rock & Pop Bingo Ormidale Hotel 9.30pm
Tae Kwondo Arran High School Kids-6.30-7.30pm Adults-7.30-8.30pm

Alcoholics Anonymous Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm
Arran Brass Rehearsal Brodick Church Hall, 7-9pm
Yoga Auchrannie Studio, 9am-10am

Arran Heritage Museum Archives & Genealogy service 10.30-12.30 & 1.30-3.30
RunArran Auchrannie car park, 5.30pm
Yoga-Arran Kinneil, Lamlash, 7-8.30pm
Drift Inn Quiz Lamlash, 9pm
Mixed Hockey Auchrannie Sports Hall, 7.30-9pm
Dog classes Whiting Bay Hall, 1pm
Coffee Morning Brodick Church Hall, 10.30 - 12noon
Arran Music & Drama EGM Brodick Hall, 7.30pm

Thursday 26th March
Morning Fitness  Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
General Knowledge Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Folky, Country, Bluesy Night with Cams & Friends Fiddlers, Brodick,7.30pm
Yoga Corrie Village Hall, 6pm - 7pm
Bridge Club Brodick Golf Clubhouse, 7pm
Open Music session Drift Inn, Lamlash, 9pm
Ladies Hockey Ormidale Pavilion, 7.30-8.30pm
RunArran Beginners Auchrannie Car Park, Brodick, 5.30pm
Cardiac Rehab Auchrannie leisure club, 2-3.30pm
Body & Mind Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 6-7pm
Country Park Volunteer Day Brodick Castle, 10am - 4pm
Brodick Embroidery Group Brodick Library, 7.30-9.30pm
QuiltArran Lamlash Fire Station, 2-4.30pm
Auchrannie Winter Bowls                   Auchrannie, 7pm

Arran Heritage Museum AGM Brodick Church Hall, 2pm 
 Friday 27th March
Yoga Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9am - 10am

Arran Youth Foundations Church Hall, Brodick 7pm-9pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick, 8pm
Lochranza Kids Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6-8pm
Lochranza Adults Badminton Lochranza Hall, 8pm
Family fun night Brodick Golf Club 4.45pm
Brodick Market Auchrannie Road, Brodick, 10-4.30pm
AA Meeting Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick, 8pm
Tae Kwondo  Arran High School, Lamlash Adults,7pm -8.30pm
Women for independence Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 7pm for 7.30pm
Coffee Morning Corrie & Sannox Village Hall, 10.30am
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TWENTY
YEARS AGO

Saturday 25 March, 1995
 Age of discovery
An exhibition of the plans for the proposed 
Arran Discovery Centre was mounted in 
Shiskine Hall this week and will go into 
Brodick Library and the Kinloch Hotel next 
week.

The plans show a modest looking building, 
sited about 50 metres along the Kings Cave 
path from the new car park. 

It is circular and roughly 25 metres in diam-
eter, made from a steel frame, clad in timber, 
with a slate roof topped by a small cupola 
to give light. The building, which will cost 
£500,000, is round in keeping with ancient 
hut circles.

The proposed centre would provide modern 
tourist facilities and present the story of 8,000 
years of uninterrupted settlement though the 
archaeology and natural history of the island 
using an interactive exhibition.

 New amenity homes
Work has started on a further group of Kirk-
care houses for the elderly, this time at Sand-
braes in Whiting Bay.

The houses, being built by John Thomson 
Construction, will comprise eight semi-de-
tached dwellings for rent and will be ready 
for occupation in November.

It is some years now since Kirkcare, in as-
sociation with Scottish Homes, became in-
volved in building on Arran. Since then hous-
es for the elderly have been built in Brodick, 
Blackwaterfoot and Lochranza.

Kirkcare and Scottish Homes were also 
behind the Park scheme in Lamlash and the 
next scheme is to be in Lower Glencloy, be-
hind Glen Estate in Brodick. 

Phase one has now been approved and will 
include one and two storey houses which will 
be 75 per cent for rent and 25 per cent shared 
ownership.

 Bequeathed to trust
Glenscorrodale Farm has been bequeathed to 
the Ropka Trust following the death of Paul 
Watson who had been living on Arran for two 
years since coming from Yorkshire.

It is one of the oldest houses on the island 

having been built in 1776. It was in use as 
a guest house and a sheep farm until 1993, 
despite being one of only a few properties on 
the island not connected to mains electricity.

The Rokpa Trust is part of the Samye Ling 
Buddist organisation which says it has no 
plans at this stage for Glenscorrodale except 
to maintain it in good order.

 
Fire engines were called at 4am last Sunday 
morning to a blaze at the Lamlash Bay Apart-
ments near the Pierhead Tavern in Lamlash.

a second man managed to escape by breaking 
a window. 

Both were taken to hospital where they 
were detained.

at the time, also managed to escape.

but it is thought it may have been caused by 
a blanket which was too near a heater. Police 
say there are no suspicious circumstances.

Lamlash Youth Club almost swept the 
boards winning the football, unihoc and 
pool competitions at the Arran Action 
for Youth sport afternoon in Lamlash 
Community Centre. b12twe04

Pupils at Arran high school celebrated 
Red Nose Day by dressing up. Emily 
Padfi eld, Katy Glew and Emma I’Anson, 
above, dressed as St Trinians girls. Right:  
the whole group which raised £315 for 
Comic Relief.
 b12twe01 and b12twe02

Arran Riding Club held a tetrathon at Cairnhouse Riding Centre where 27 
competitors took part in the timed event in which they had to showjump, run, cycle 
and swim. Our picture shows the winners with their trophies and rosettes following 
the event. b12twe03

Four friends are to walk the West Highland Way to raise money for Arran Pipe Band. 
They are Willie Innes, Mel Jones, Sandy Gauld and Jimmy McCrorie who are seen 
here being piped off  from The Banner offi  ce in Brodick by piper Lindsay Proudfoot. 
b12twe05
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Drive Times

PAINTER AND DECORATOR

TREES

Tree & hedge cutting and clearing
Brush Cutting and strimming.

All types of fencing

Call Jamie McKinnon: 
01770 810 222 or 07760 247201

COMPUTING SERVICES

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing 
of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part 
and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, 
books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer 
in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the 
event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, 
it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.

In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one 
or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge 
a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

Incidentals 
Arran

Happy computers on 
Arran since 1983

Bill Stewart
T. 830343

Standard and Made-to-measure Pressure 
Treated Heavy Duty Timber, Sheds and 

Garages.

Sawn Pressure Treated Timber in most 
sizes and lengths, Fencing Stobs & Posts

Garden Gates, Field Gates, Tool Stores, 
Coal Bunkers, Fence Panels & Trellising

Firewood, Kindling, Sawdust and Bark 
Chippings.

Cladach Sawmill
Brodick. Tel/Fax: 01770 302471

Mobile: 07803 625248

SAWMILL

Public Notices

PAINTER AND DECORATOR

For sale

Annual General Meeting
Saturday 25th April 2015, 11.15 am

at Sannox – all welcome
Scottish Charity No SCO42770

Lochranza Mooring 

Owners Association

AGM
Lochranza and Catacol Village Hall

Saturday 4th April, 10am

ARRAN HERITAGE MUSEUM

A.G.M.
Thursday 26th March at 2pm 

in Brodick Church Hall.
ALL WELCOME

CORRIE GOLF CLUB
ANNUAL GENERAL 

MEETING
WED 1ST APRIL 2015 7.30pm
The Annual General Meeting will be 
held on Wednesday 1st April in the 

tearoom at 7.30pm.
The Committee urges all members to 

attend, this is your chance to have your 
voices heard.

Goods Vehicle Operator’s Licence
Arran Haulage Services Ltd. of Home Farm, Brodick, 
Isle of Arran. KA27 8DD is applying to change an 
existing licence as follows:
To keep an extra 10 trailers at the operating centre at 
Home Farm, Brodick, Isle of Arran. KA27 8DD
Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings) 
near the operating centre who believe that their use 
or enjoyment of that land would be affected, should 
make written representations to the Traffic Commis-
sioner at Hillcrest House, 386 Harehills Lane, Leeds, 
LS9 6NF, stating their reasons, within 21 days of this 
notice. Representors must at the same time send a 
copy of their representations to the applicant at the 
address given at the top of this notice. A guide to 
making representations is available from the Traffic 
Commissioner’s office.

ARRAN MEDICAL GROUP

Easter 2015
The island GP surgeries 

will be closed on 
Monday 6 April

If you need to contact a doctor 
urgently when the surgeries are 
closed please phone NHS 24

111
In an emergency you 

should phone 999

PLEASE NOTE THE SURGERIES 
WILL BE OPEN AS NORMAL ON 

GOOD FRIDAY 3RD APRIL

SCAFFOLDING FOR SALE
Call 07802228460 

for details

14ft Fibreglass Boat

£950 ono

Tel: 01770 850266 or 07766 630085 (Arran)

Recently restored 
and ready to go
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Recruitment

Two Brand New with tags at-
tached, Dunelm Aquarack bath-
room organisers. Stainless steel 

ing (No unsightly holes) £2.50 
eachCall Allan: 700405
Corby trouser press £20 Tel: 
600808
Selection of skateboarding video/
dvds offers: 07792 452814
Mens Marin road bike, ladies 
road bike offers Tel: 07792 
452814
4hp Evinrude outboard motor of-
fers Tel: 07792452814

wood mahogany - lovely con-
dition 2 draws at front £25 Tel: 
07443642408

Black or white £25 each, Moun-
tain Bike Ladies 330, Birds nest 

bike £30 Tel: 07980671267 whit-
ing bay
Taekwondo suit, size 140cm, 
sparing shoes and pads. £10. Tel: 
700479
3 in 1 pram - donation, Sofa £15, 
3 seater sofa donation, single 
white wardrobe £12, plus double 
wardrobe £20 coffee maker £15 
footprints Tel: 465022

Unique opportunity to acquire 
four, original and signed Paint-
ings by wonderfully talented lo-
cal artist Pat McDonald. All four 
paintings are of Arran views, 

namely:Lochranza (including 
the castle), High Corrie, Bennan 
Head and one titled Red Roof. 
Tel:700405

cockpit plenty of wear but sound 
£225 Tel: 07594104920
Paslode Impulse Nail pack, 3/4 

complete with one gas canister. 
£40. Contact Tim on 600287

tion - 2 good mattresses £75 Tel: 
600808
Wedding dress and bolero jacket, 
size 12 - full length, white, price 
negotiable - original cost £350. 
Call to arrange viewing or more 

info Tel: 601281

mer, powerful as new £90 Tel: 
07980671267 whiting bay
L-shaped 2 piece couch, change-
able white or blue covers. Can 
be used as one couch or 2 seper-
ate. £300 ono. Telephone: 01770 
840274 or 07710775791

WANTED
Small caravan for use during 
house build. Any condition con-
sidered. Pleasse call 07739984869

Crocosmia bulbs, spiky green 

September. Tel: 07799 528291.

JOB VACANCIES

To work across all front of house departments and act 
as duty manager in the restaurant, reservations and 
reception. You will have our support to develop your 
managerial skills and knowledge, and for the right 

person, support to undertake management courses.

To work in the bistro as well as housekeeping and 
laundry. Previous hotel work would be helpful, but it is 
more important that you are friendly and outgoing, and 
can show that you know what good service means to a 

hotel guest.  
This position could be full-time or part-time over

5 or 6 days a week.
--------------------------

We offer competitive salaries and 
good working conditions.

For more information please call Timothy or Geoffrey on 
01770 600559. To apply send your CV to 

admin@glenislehotel.com

Glenisle Hotel & Bistro, Shore Road, Lamlash, Isle of 
Arran KA27 8LY

THE ARRAN TEAM
Holiday Home Letting 

& Property Management Specialists

Property Quality Checker – part time seasonal
This role involves carrying out quality checks on our properties 

Property Management Assistant - Part Time Maternity Cover 

Housekeepers

Post title: Trainee Footpath Worker
Location: Brodick, Isle of Arran

Contract Type: Fixed term – 1 year, 
May 2015 – April 2016, 37 hours per week.

Salary: Under 21 £5.50 per hour/£10,582 per annum. 
Over 21 £6.75 per hour/ £12,987 per annum.

Closing date: 5pm Friday 3rd April.
Interested applicants should contact us for job 

description and person specifi cation. Arran Access Trust, 
Forest Offi  ce, Auchrannie Road, Brodick KA27 8BZ, 

(01770) 303926 
or arran@coastalway.co.uk.

ARRAN COASTAL WAY PROJECT

www.arranmountainfestival.co.uk

.

The task will be to ensure that:
 - The software on which the site is based is up to date & secure
 - The site will attract as much interest in the Festival as possible 
and will enable easy booking of walks and events

If you are interested please email: 

Completed tenders should be returned by 27th April and we 
would expect the work to be complete by the end of October 
2015 so that the new site will be in place for the 2016 festival

Brodick Castle

Part Time Cook
We are looking to recruit a part time cook to join our 

busy catering team in the Castle Tearoom.
Duties would include food preparation and weekend 

work on a rota system.

01770 302202 or email brodickcastle@nts.org.uk 
for an application form.

Ayrshire & Arran NHS Board
Member Appointments

NHS Ayrshire & Arran is looking for two new members to join its Board – one from 
June 2015 and another from July 2016. If you are interested in a challenging and 
rewarding role which will have a lasting impact on the delivery of healthcare to the 
people served by NHS Ayrshire & Arran, we would like to hear from you. 

An application pack and full details on these and other public appointments 
can be found at our dedicated public appointments website: 
www.appointed-for-scotland.org

If you experience any diffi culties accessing our website, please contact Public 
Appointments, Wellbeing and Diversity (PAWD) on Freephone 0800 015 8449 
or fax on 0131 244 3833, by email at paapplicationsmailbox@scotland.gsi.gov.uk, 
or by writing to PAWD, Scottish Government, E1 Spur, Saughton House, 
Broomhouse Drive, Edinburgh EH11 3XD.

Completed applications must be received on or before Friday 10 April 2015.

Appointments to the Ayrshire & Arran NHS Board are regulated by the 
Commissioner for Ethical Standards in Public Life in Scotland. 

Appointed on merit; committed to diversity and equality.

We are now recruiting experienced servers and bar 
staff ! Part time and full time positions available, 

temporary and permanent. We are looking for 
friendly, outgoing people who will work hard and 

are able to deliver excellent customer service.  
Join our team for a competitive rate of pay, tips, an 

amazing view and other remunerations.
Please email your cv to 

info@driftinnarran.com to apply.

Th e family run Best Western Kinloch 
Hotel are seeking seasonal kitchen 

porters and bar/waiting staff 
Experience preferred but not essential as full 

training will be given.
CVs and applications to 

hr@kinlochhotel.eclipse.co.uk
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CHURCH NOTICES

IN MEMORY

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH 

(Part of the Worldwide Anglican 
Communion) 

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay. 
Sunday 22nd March

Holy Communion 11.00 am.
Mr John Roberts.

Coffee after service. 
Wednesday 25th March

Holy Communion, 12.15 pm.
ALL WELCOME.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza,
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but working 
together
Minister:

Rev Angus Adamson
Parish Assistant:
 Mrs Jean Hunter

Worship will be conducted 
in the above churches at the 

following times to which
all are invited .

Sunday 22nd March
Lochranza and Pirnmill

 Churches. 10.15am
Morning Worship in Pirnmill

Shiskine Church, 12noon
Morning Worship.

Brodick Church, 10.30am  
Morning Worship. 

Corrie Church, 11.30am
 Prayer Meeting

12noon Morning Worship.
There will also be a Service of 
Worship in Montrose House

at 1.30pm.
Wednesday 25th March 

12 noon Service of Prayers for 
Health and Healing in

Brodick Church.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share”

Sunday 22nd March
Kilmory 10am

Lamlash 11.30 am
Rev Lily McKinnon

All welcome, including fami-
lies; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND
 (continuing)

Sunday 22nd March
Morning Service, 11am
Trust Housing Lounge,
Glen Estate, Brodick

Evening Service 6.30pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick

Prayer Meeting
Wednesday 25th March

AT 7pm
5 Glen Road
All welcome

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS, QUAKERS

Quakers meet every Sunday at 
11am. For meeting venue ring – 

830622, 820223

WHITING BAY AND
 KILDONAN

 CHUCH OF SCOTLAND
 (Charity Number SC014005)

Sunday 22nd March
 Worship will be conducted 

by the minister, Rev Elizabeth 
Watson, at 10.30am.

There will be a short Stated 
Annual Meeting at the close of 
worship for the congregation to 

receive the accounts.
There will be a Soup Lunch 

served after the meeting in the 
Transept.

All most welcome

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Sunday mass 11am

ARRAN BAPTIST CHURCH
Minister: Rev Vince Jennings

Sunday 22nd March
11am Morning worship
in the Ormidale Sports 

Pavilion, Brodick
Tea & Coffee after the service.

Wednesday at 7.30pm
Home Fellowship Group for 

Bible Study and Prayer.
Contact phone no 600222
Everyone warmly invited

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

Sunday 22nd March  
Shiskine 11am (Church on road 

between Blackwaterfoot and 
Machrie)

Brodick 7pm (Church behind 

Rev Angus Howat

Joe Faulkner won the Mahogany Trophy at Shiskine 
Golf And Tennis Club.

Whiting Bay Golf Club
Sunday 15 March. At last, 
bright skies and a reasonably 
dry golf course let us entertain 

-
ing in this winter’s series. 

A reasonable turnout from 
both clubs meant only mini-
mal transfer activity was need-
ed and Adam Kelso and Steve 
Fenton were ‘loaned’ to Lam-
lash for the duration. The re-
sultant 5 four-balls and 1 two-
ball ended with a one game 
victory to Lamlash by 3 and 
1/2  to 2 and 1/2  and a decisive 
series victory by 12 and 1/2 to 
6 and 1/2. The Auld Cronies 
trophy for the best two stable-
ford scores - one at each course 
- was won by John O’Sullivan 
with two rounds each of 40 
points.

Congratulations to Lamlash 

performances throughout the 
series.

The pleasant conditions en-

individual stableford and the 
-

ed only by a countback on 40 
points each. 1 Scott Campbell, 
2  John O’Sullivan and 3 Jamie 
MacPherson.

There were magic twos from 
Sandy Pringle at the second  
and from Ian Murchie and Da-
vid Brookens, each at the 17th.
Thanks to John Simmons for 
the soup and rolls much en-
joyed after the golf and to both 
clubs and staff for the hospital-
ity enjoyed by us all over the 
winter months.

Fixtures: Sunday 22 March, 

Brian Sherwood won the 2014/15 Winter Cup at 
Shiskine Golf Club, winning it for perhaps the eighth 
time, although everyone at the club may be losing 
count it has been so often!

There was a recent Kelso double at Shiskine Golf Club when Elizabeth Kelso won the 
the Alan Smith Plate and Willie Kelso followed by winning the Colditz Quaich. 

stableford sweep, yellow tees 
(non-counting). Usual draws at 
9am and 10.30am.
Brodick Golf Club
Sunday 15 March, Clochendi-
chter, round 5, fourball better 
ball. On a beautiful day for 
golf, and with the course in 
amazingly good condition after 

-
es were drawn. 

This means that the desti-

nation of the trophy will be 
decided on Sunday 22 in the 
Greensome match between 
Knowe and Alma. A draw will 
do Knowe while Alma need a 
win. Street look destined for 
the wooden spoon again, unless 
they can beat Village 5-1 or 6-0!

Latest results: Knowe 3 Alma 
3, Street 3 Village 3. The table 
standings are: Knowe 18, Alma 
17, Village 14 and Street 11.

DEATHS
DONALDSON - Peacefully, 
at the Abbotsford Nursing 
Home, Ardrossan, on the 17th 
March 2015, Andrew Wallace 
Donaldson, aged 89 years.  
Past Captain and Honorary 
Member at Shiskine Golf Club.  
Memorial service to be held at 
West Kilbride Parish Church 
on Thursday, 26th March at 
11.30am to which all friends are 
invited.
HAMILTON - Mary (May). Of 
Lamlash, Isle of Arran.  Passed 
away suddenly on Tuesday, 
17th March 2015.  Beloved wife 
of Andrew, mum to William, 
Johnny, Pauline, Andrew and 
Craig, much loved granny, great 
granny, sister and auntie.  Funeral 
service at Lamlash Parish church 
at 11.30 on Thursday 26th March 
to which all family and friends 
are invited.

LENNOX - In loving memory of 
my brother Jackie Lennox who 
died 16th March 2012.
I sadly miss my brother Jackie 
and he is always in my mind
Love your sister Betty

NOTEMAN - Joseph, from 
Murray Estate, Lamlash. 
Died peacefully at Arran 
War Memorial Hospital on 
Wednesday 18th March. Loving 
husband to Shona (Janet), loving 
uncle, brother and brother in 
law. Funeral service at Lamlash 
Parish Church on Wednesday 
25th March at 11.30am to which 
all family and friends are most 

please. Donations, if desired, 
to Arran Hospital Supporters 
League.

Fixtures : Sunday 22 March, 
Clochendichter. Sunday 29 

Wednesday 1 April, Summer 
Cup starts. The Old Fart’s Din-
ner will be on Wednesday 25 
March 7pm for 7.30pm.

Shiskine Golf Club
Sunday 15 March, gents 18 
hole medal, 16 played in good 
weather. 1 Jack McNally 78-
18=60, 2 Brian Sherwood 74-
12=62, 3 Willie Kelso 72-8=64. 
Scratch W Kelso 72 (ACB). 
Magic twos Jack McNally at 
the eighth, Brian Sherwood 
at the 12th. Great play from 
young Jack and your handicap 
will be cut.

Fixtures: Saturday 21 March, 
gents Lochranza match at 
1.30pm. Sunday 22 March, 
gents Shiskine grand shoot out 
at 2pm.

Lamlash Golf Club
Sunday 15 March, winter 
friendly Lamlash v Whiting 
Bay. Congratulations to Lam-
lash on retaining the Winter 
Shield with a resounding victo-
ry. Also to John O’Sullivan on 
winning the Old Cronies Tro-
phy with a great score of 80 pts, 
40 at Lamlash and 40 at W/Bay.

Fixtures: Sunday 22 March, 

9.30am and 12noon starts.
Thursday 26 March, Yellow 

Medal, draw at 11am.
Corrie Golf Club
Saturday 14 March, Win-

played. CSS 62. 1 G Percy 
39+33=72-13=59, 2 A Napier 
37+31=68-7=61, 3 J McGov-
ern 38+38=76-11=65. Best 
scratch A Napier 68. Magic two 
Gordon Percy.

Fixtures: Saturday 21 March, 
Winter Cup, tee offs at 8.30am 
and 12.30pm. Sunday 22 
March, tee reserved for from 
10am till 3pm for Arran Ladies 
competition.

Machrie Golf Club
Saturday 14 March, Lochranaza 
Hotel Cup, Stableford, six 
played. 1 Phil Betley 37 pts, 
2 David Price 35 pts, 3 Brian 
Sherwood 34 pts.
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Judith Ross on the attack against the Bluesox. Photo Chris Hogge.   20_b12hockey02

Promotion decider could see 
team go up in first season

Arran second top after 24-goal 
weekend rout

Arran 16
Rottenrow Bluesox II 0

Arran’s hockey ladies fair-
ly knocked in the goals in a 
double header in Brodick last 
weekend.

Over two days of matches 
the team knocked 24 goals 
past their opponents without 
reply in the West District Di-

The results put them in sec-
ond place in the league and 
bidding for promotion in their 

decider today (Saturday).
Last Saturday, Rottenrow 

with only their players and no 
umpires but still wanted to 
play the game and not con-
cede.

The home side were 8-0 up 

of 16-0. Arran had a team of 
14 with three rolling subs, 
which  gave everyone a good 
game. 

Captain Victoria McNicol 
said: ‘We treated it as a train-

the score will help our goal 
difference in the league. The 
away team were lovely and 
were glad to come over and 
play.’

Lorraine Hewie scored 
eight goals, Anne Watts 
scored seven and Victoria 
got the other one. Anne Watts 
was dame of the game.

Arran 8
Uddingston II 0

On Sunday Arran played Ud-
dingston 2s.

The home side had a team 
of 14 again and rolled three 
on/off every 15 minutes. 

Arran probably played their 
best hockey ever. They had 
great passing, calling and 
tackling and were not for let-
ting the opposition score. 

The home side were 2-0 
up at half time when quite a 

few of the opposition started 
to get frustrated, leading to 
some unsporting behaviour. 

But Arran turned the other 

goals in the second half, mak-

Lorraine, Anne and Judith 
Ross scored two, with Victo-
ria and Juliette Walsh getting 
the others. Dame of the game 
was Anne Watts again.

Victoria said: ‘Huge thanks 
to Aunt Sally Brookes for her 
calm and professional umpir-
ing throughout the season, 
she has been fabulous.

‘We had great home sup-
port. This puts us second in 
the league with one game left 
to play.

‘We are at Holy Cross, 
Hamilton - pass back 1.20pm 

‘This is a promotion decider 
and we need as much support 
as possible as they are top of 
the league. Fingers crossed.’

One of the Arran forward collides with 
the Bluesox goalkeeper.
 Photo Chris Hogge 20_b12hockey01 

Determination shows on 
the face of Ann Watts.
Photo Chris Hogge 20_b12hockey03 

Anne Watts was the dame of both games. Judith Ross hits the byline. 20_b12hockey04

Pauline Reid gets tight in the tackle with an 
Uddingston player. 20_b12hockey05

Faith McKelvie brings the ball out of defence. 20_b12hockey06

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/arranbanner
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NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING

Recycled paper made 
up 75.5% of the 

raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004

Country Kiln

AFFORDABLE

01560 483966 

Woodburning & Multifuel stoves 

Starting
from £299 

Arran Bridge Club results
The latest results from the Arran Bridge club are: Thursday 12 
March at Brodick, 

N/S 1 Tricia Martin and Douglas Hamilton, 2 Douglas and Margaret 
Bruce, 3 Alison Bilsland and Elaine Duncan. E/W 1 Janie Maclure and 
Anne McKelvie. 2 Brenda Livingstone and Pat Adamson, 3 Mel and 
Ellie Jones.

Monday 16 March at Lamlash, N/S 1 Pat Adamson and Rion Culpen, 
2 Margaret McGill and Elizabeth McKellar, 3 Douglas and Margaret 
Bruce. E/W 1 Jennifer McArthur and Jean Barclay, 2 Tricia Martin and 
David Campbell, 3 Janette McBride and John Baraclough.

The Whiting Bay beginners group with their medals. Jean McInnes is not pictured. 20_b12run01

Nine runners in Whiting Bay have just 
completed their 10-week Jogscotland 
beginners course.

ran in Whiting Bay and at the end of the 

their completion medals.
All the runners have now gone on to 

the intermediate run group which start-
ed last Monday and which meets at 

Sandbraes at 6pm. Those who received 
their medals were: Ella Kerr,  Karen 
Ward, Elaine Kelso, Janice Miller, Kay 
Stout, Lynda Fenton, Paul Emsley, Gor-
don McInnes and Jean McInnes. Paul 
and Gordon made every session.

Proud
Laura Aitcheson of RunArran said: ‘I 

am very proud of the whole group, they 
did exceptionally well and are keen to 

step up to the next stage.’
A new beginners group has also 

just started and meets at Sandbraes at 
5.30pm, also on a Monday.

RunArran also run regular classes in 
Brodick and Lamlash and all sessions 
cost £3.50.

For details phone Laura on 303541 or 

on facebook.

Keeping on running in Whiting Bay

The Isle of Arran rugby team 
are sitting second in the BT 
West Division 3 after previ-
ous leaders Strathaven had 
points deducted for the use of 
ineligible players.

The move puts Arran in sec-
ond spot on 36 points and in 
the second promotion spot 
behind Cumnock who are on 
41 points.

Arran are at home today 

It’s time to dust off those run-
ning shoes and get in train-
ing for the Isle of Arran 10K 
Road Race.

This year’s race will be held 
on Sunday 26 April and or-
ganisers are hoping to beat 
the numbers of entries from 
the last event which attracted 
69 runners.

Started by Arran Runners 
the race has been run annual-
ly for nearly 30 years. Previ-
ously known as the Ormidale 
10K, in recent years the entry 
numbers had fallen to near 
critical levels with less than 
40 entrants.

But with the help last year 
of The Arran Banner Training 
Schedule, and a big interest in 
running on the island thanks 
to RunArran, numbers almost 
doubled.

Now organiser Tommy Gil-
more of the Ormidale Hotel 
is hoping that even more run-
ners will take part this year.

He said: ‘The turnout of 
Arran runners last year was 
excellent and I hope we can 
encourage even more this 
year. The event has always 
been popular with runners on 
the mainland, many of whom 
return year after year and I 
hope we see some familiar 
faces again this year.

As usual, entry is on the day 
at the Ormidale Sports Pavil-
ion from 11am onwards for a 
noon start.

On your marks as runners 
prepare for Arran 10K

Arran go second in league
in their rescheduled game 
against Millbrae of Ayr from 
earlier this month.

They are hoping for a big 
crowd to support them for 
the game at Ormidale Park.
Check club facebook page for 
kick-off time.

Millbrae along with Wig-
townshire and Loch Lomond 
have all had points deducted 
during the league campaign.

The same route has been 
used since 1989. Starting at 
Ormidale Park the run heads 
out to Merkland Point and 
back with a diversion up the 
Knowe Road to make it the 
precise 10,000 metres.

Tommy said: ‘The course is 

come to walk the route if they 
don’t want to run or jog. 

ing until the race is certainly 
enough time to train to com-
plete the six mile course, al-
though to be competitive, a 

be ideal. Novices or seasoned 
runners may want to join one 
of the RunArran groups on 
the island to improve their 

‘And I would urge every-
one to remember, if training 
on roads, to wear some hi-vis 
gear, as well as appropriate 
footwear.’

Last year’s race was won by 
David Simpson from Mussel-
burgh running for the fourth 

utes, 24 seconds. Paul Hew-

home in 41 minutes, 51 sec-
onds while Linsey Mackin-
tosh from Lamlash was the 

minutes 37 seconds.
Anyone with any queries 

regarding the 10K can phone 
Tommy Gilmore on 01770 
302293.
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