
Arran’s Weekly Newspaper SATURDAY, 26 MARCH, 2011 No  1798     55p

Lamlash, Isle of Arran
www.thomsonconstruction.co.uk

Telephone: 01770 600242 Fax: 01770 600714

John Thomson Construction Ltd
Building & Civil Engineering Contractors, Joiners & Glaziers

Full Design Service • Extensions Alterations • Repairs • Joinery 

Concrete Surfacing • Excavation & Drainage

Any Job  Large or Small • Estimates Free
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 your clocks
forward one hour

this weekend

w i n e  +  d i n e
f avo u r i t e s  b a c k  f o r  2 0 1 1 !

e i g h t e e n 6 9  &
b r a m b l e s  s e a f o o d  +  g r i l l

see inside for new seasonal opening hours
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An extra 1,000 tourists could 

-

Greenock.

-

North Ayrshire Council (NAC) 
heard last Thursday that Gus 

Arran Yacht Club, has been 

Race co-ordinator and issued 

-
-

Tall Ships could draw 
crowds to Lamlash Bay

co-ordinator at Arran Outdoor 
-

-
tract them back to Arran. As 

-

barbecues, music and dances. 

-

-
shire Council, Councillor Pat 

-

Arran Yacht Club has already 

The club has subsequently 

and social injustice.
-

Grant Fund.
Arran Outdoor Centre at 

co-ordinate radio communi-

-

-

the 1999 race.

‘The proposals could bring 
benefit to local businesses’
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Extensions
Renovations
Garages

DIY Supplies
Drainage
Plant Hire
UPVC Cladding
Kitchens
Bathrooms
Laminate Flooring 
Tiling

Timber treatment & Chemical DPC 
with 30 year guarantee
Glazing (24 hour service)
Conservatories
Replacement Windows 
(aluminium, PVC, timber)

Find us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/arranbanner

FOR LANDSCAPING & GROUND WORKS 
See: www.broombrae.co.uk & the Arran Index

Phone: 01770 860435 Mob: 07522 860435
FAX: 01770 860434 

E mail:bgg@broombrae.co.uk 
BGG Ltd, Kilpatrick, Isle of Arran KA27 8EY

BROOMBRAE GROUNDS  
&  GARDENS LTD isle of arran.

Find us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/arranbanner

Seagull callout for coastguards

A very rare bat is currently
being nursed back to health by
NTS Brodick ranger Corinna
Goeckeritz.

The creature is a Leisler’s bat
which has not been recorded
on Arran before. It was found
in Kildonan by Victoria Mo-
watt who discovered it lying
lifeless on the ground outside
her house.

Corinna is currently training

Neil and David Henderson with Chloe Bell and the 2011 silage cup. 02_b12cup02

Invalid tax discs
Five fixed penalty notices
were issued to drivers that
were not displaying a valid tax
disc for their vehicle.

Car vandalised
A car that was parked in the
area adjacent to the bus depot
in Brodick was vandalised at
some point between 2pm and
8pm on Thursday 17 March.

Police are appealing for wit-
nesses.

Road crash 
Following a car crash on
Knowe Road in Brodick on
Friday night a 28-year-old
man who lives in the vil-
lage was charged with drink
driving as well as having no
insurance and an inappropriate
license for the vehicle he was
driving.

Dinghy stolen
A 2.7metre Plastimo dinghy
with a Honda outboard was
removed from Brodick Slip-
way on Saturday night.

Police believe the boat was
taken in error and have asked
for anyone who saw it being
taken to get in touch.

You can e-mail local police
officers at: ardrossanandar-
rancommunitypolicingteam@
strathclyde.pnn.police.uk.

Neil and David are Arran’s champion
silage-makers
Arran has some champion
silage-makers.

Father and son farmers Neil
and David Henderson of Kil-
patrick have just won the BP
Nutrition Forage Trophy for
best silage in the beef and
sheep category in the South
West Scotland Grassland Soci-
ety’s annual competition.

trophy has been won by anAr-
ran farm, and Neil and David
are suitably delighted.

Judge Jan Vos from The
Netherlands was particularly
impressed with the efforts to
share machinery at cutting
time and carefully monitoring
the rate of usage of the silage
in the clamp.

Chloe Bell, agricultural con-
sultant at the Scottish Agricul-
tural College, Auchincruive,
said: ‘The college works
closely with the Grassland

Society. On 29 July a sample
was taken of silage cut at Kil-
patrick on 6 June and wilted
for 24 hours.

‘Various other samples were
taken throughout winter. One
of the important criteria is the
hygiene around the pit and
feeding shed.’

Neil added: ‘The analysis
was excellent with 28 percent
dry matter and a D value of 75,
ME 12.0 and protein 13.4. We

-
cally match the silage.’

The Hendersons have a herd
of 55 Limousin cross cows and
around 60 young followers.

David said: ‘The liveweight
gain of 1.2 kgs per day for the
calves over winter has been
better than ever.’

So why did he think they had
achieved this success?

‘Its just down to good man-
agement,’ laughed David.

Ferry passengers found themselves marooned on the MV
Caledonian Isles on Tuesday night.

The 6pm sailing from Ardrossan was unable to berth in Brod-
ick due to an unusually low tide.

-
thed just before 8.15pm.

Ferry passengers marooned

Police Files

Dasher service
Arran Coastguards were called out at 2.25pm on Sunday to
a report of an upturned boat in the water off the Fairy Dell,
Lochranza.

When they arrived on scene, the sighting was found to be a
large group of seagulls. Leader David McKinnon explained:
‘From ground level it did look like an upturned boat, but when
you got to higher ground you could see that it was seagulls. It
can look very deceiving.’

It was logged as a false alarm with good intent. The Arran
lifeboat was also called out but stood down when the birds

this year. They meet at 7pm every Wednesday in Lamlash
and are looking for a new recruit from the Blackwaterfoot or
Kilmory area.

Rare bat found at Kildonan
for her bat licence and said:
‘If Victoria hadn’t found her,
it’s unlikely the bat would

of feeding her up with meal-
worms, she is still too weak

If the bat makes a recovery,
Corinna will release it from
where it was found, so that

her roost.

There will be a short memorial
service at Brodick pier this
Saturday 26 March to com-
memorate the loss of HMS
Dasher in the waters between
Brodick and Ardrossan.

The aircraft carrier was sunk
by an unexplained internal
explosion on March 27, 1943,
with the loss of 379 out of a
crew of 528.

Arran ferry MV Caledonian
Isles will make a brief pause
over the site of the submerged
wreck during the 9.45am sail-
ing from Ardrossan.

HENDRY’S FUNERAL SERVICES LTD
15 Glen Avenue, Brodick

Your Local Independent Funeral Director
S A I F Member

All funeral arrangements
Agents for Golden Charter Funeral Plans and 

Robertson Memorials
Tel Clair on 01770 302233

SALE OF MENS & 
WOMENS WAX JACKETS

£70 DOWN TO JUST
£29.99

NEW IN THIS WEEK
Mens, Womens and Kids ANIMAL

Plus new for this year, LAZY JACKS
Women’s casual clothes for summer

Weekly Dry Cleaning Service
(away Monday, back Friday)

Open Mon – Sat  9am – 5.30pm
Sunday 11am - 5pm
www.bilslands.co.uk
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ARDROSSAN
HARBOUR
TO YOUR DESTINATION

Mainland Taxi’s
07921 998457
01294 463556
Glasgow Airport £30
Prestwick Airport £23
Irvine Central Hospital £14
Crosshouse Hospital £20
Ayr Hospital £30
Troon Harbour £21
Seamill Hydro £12
Kilmarnock £22
Ayr £27
For other quotes just ask!
Friendly Reliable Service

GUARANTEED
7 SEATER WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE VEHICLE 
AVAILABLE

ALEX BAIRD
DOUBLE GLAZING

Windows, Doors 
Patio/French Doors, Composite Doors

Porches/Sunrooms
No freebies just down to earth prices

01290 420587 or 07775 594115
www.alexbairddoubleglazing.co.uk

SAVE MONEY BY FITTING
ENERGY RATED WINDOWS

The next meeting of Arran Community Council will be held in 
the Ormidale Pavilion on Tuesday 29 March at 7.30pm.

The agenda will include discussion on the ferry fare price 
rise for concession holders and the policy toward holiday 
homeowners. Other matters for discussion will be the size and 
duration of the Brodick funfair in summer, also any matters 
arising from the February meeting.

Members of the public are welcome and contributions to the 
meeting may be made by prior arrangement with chairman 
John Inglis.

The ladies of the island’s 
SWRI Federation are moving 
into the 21st century with their 
very own website. 

The Arran SWRI Federation 
has been awarded a £500 
grant  from the Scott ish 
Co-op communi ty  fund 
t o  c r e a t e  t h e  webs i t e .
The  lad ies  app l ied  fo r 
the grant online and were 
delighted when they got a call
from Bill Roberts to say that 
the application had been 
successful.

They will now go ahead 
with the building of the site, 
which will be launched at

New Arran 
whisky to 
become man’s 
best friend 
The Isle of Arran Distillery has 
launched a new limited edition 
malt whisky; The Westie. 

This single malt Scotch 
whisky was drawn from 22 ex-
Sherry Hogsheads specially 
selected by Master Distiller 
James MacTaggart from the 
1998 distillation. 

The Westie is the third 
edition of the Icons of Arran 
Series and only 6,000 bottles 
will be produced. 

The inspiration for the new 
‘Icon’ was James MacTaggart’s 
West  Highland Terr ie r, 
Ruaraidh – a fully fledged 
member of the distillery and a 
favourite amongst visitors.

Euan Mitchell, managing 
director at Arran Whisky said: 
‘Ruaraidh is an integral part 
of the distillery so a whisky 
dedicated to him has been long 
overdue.’

Dog walkers in Lochranza have 
been celebrating this week 
after two long campaigned-
for dog-waste bins finally 
arrived.

After a year-long wait, the 
two units, which are specially 
designed for dog waste, were 

distillery and on the road to 
Newton Shore.

Brodie Pearcey,  North 
Ayrshire Council’s assistant 
island officer, told the last 
meeting of the Community 
Council that the minute the 
bins came into stock they 
would be taken straight to 
Lochranza.

The limited edition dram 
comes in its own pack 
featuring a picture of 

Ruaraidh on the bottle’s 
label.

Lochranza’s dog-owners finally have somewhere to place their pet’s waste while out 
walking in the village. 

Lochranza celebrates as 
dog waste bins arrive

their AGM on June 9 at the 
Auchrannie Hotel. 

It is hoped that as many of 
their members as possible 
will come along to see it.
Jerry Arthur, secretary of the 
Arran Federation, said that 
the interactive site will have 
a page for each of the island’s 
six institutes to post their own 
updates as well as information 
about the show.

‘There will be a full show 
schedule in PDF format,’ said 
Jerry. ‘As well as a calendar 
with all SWRI activities and 
best of all a forum page where 
I hope that all members will 

post all kinds of things, from 
recipes, to hints and tips, 
information about speakers 
they have particularly enjoyed 
and just about anything that 
all the women of Arran would 
be interested to hear about.’
Jerry added that she hoped 
it would really promote the 
activities of the SWRI on 
Arran, which despite its old-
fashioned reputation really 
is ‘a fabulous organisation 
involved in all kinds of things 
such as drama, bowls, golf, 
demonstrations of all kinds, 
talks, outings, social nights 
and days’. 

And it appears that this is 
exactly what has happened. 

A bin has also been installed 
on the road into Blackwaterfoot 
from Torbeg. 

Lochranza dog owner, 
John Ford, said: ‘There has 
been a good level of interest 
in community councillor 
Stephanie Hill’s efforts to 
obtain an additional dog waste 
bin for Lochranza.’  

On Sunday a number of 
Lochranza  dog  owners 
celebrated with an impromptu 
party at the bin where a 
poignant poem was read and 
photographs taken to record 
the occasion.

SWRI ladies log-on to own website

Find us on facebook
www.facebook.com/arranbanner

Units in place
close to distillery
and on road to 
Newton Shore 

All welcome at community 
council meeting
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Contact the Arran Banner on 01770 302142

Goo
d wholesome pub food

Brodick 01770 302293

BETTER BAR MEALS
Home-cooked & served Daily 6pm - 9pm & 12.30 - 2.30pm Sat & Sun

Malt Whiskies    Children Welcome
WHAT’S ON THIS WEEK

Friday & Saturday - Over 21s Disco - 10pm
Sunday - Live Rock/Folk/Blues - 9pm

Tuesday - Pop Music Quiz - 9pm
Thursday - General Knowledge Quiz - 9pm

Real Ale (Recommended CAMRA Good Beer Guide)

8-seater taxis available

Ardrossan Harbour to:

Glasgow Airport
£30.00

Prestwick Airport
£25.00

Return bookings and other 
prices on request.

It pays to advertise in the
ARRAN BANNER

Opening hours 10am – 5pm. Last food orders 4pm
Closed Sunday and Monday

Golf Course Rd, Whiting Bay
Tel: 700393

Paintings & Prints by Shiela Findlay on display Eat alfresco in our seafront garden

Delicious Snacks & Light Meals. Homebaking always available

HOMESTYLES,
Brodick

Tel 302648

NOW IN STOCK
seed potatoes, onion sets, shallots

Seeds only £1 pack
propagators, seed trays, weed control fabrics

Full range of composts – J Inness, Evicareous, Multi Purpose
Fertilisers and Feeds 1kg-25kg

Greenhouses  8’ x 6’  Polycarbonate  £325
COMING SOON

Large range of terracotta and plastic planters, baskets and troughs
Lawnmowers and Strimmers

PARKING AVAILABLE AT REAR.

People from all across Arran
were getting up to weird and
wonderful things last Friday
to raise money for Comic
Relief.

The nationwide biennial
fundraiser was encouraging
people to ‘Do Something
Funny for Money’ to help
eradicate poverty and social
injustice.

The Banner’s very own

Islanders celebrate Red Nose Day

Distillery staff were joined by friends to trek to Loch na Davie – the source of the 
distillery’s water. 01_b12red02

Distillery visitor centre manager, Faye Black and dis-
tiller James MacTaggart took a bottle of Arran Malt 

back to the source. 01_b12red01

The youngsters of Lamlash Nursery enjoyed a great day dressing up to raise 
funds on Red Nose Day. 

The staff and pupils at Brodick Primary School dressed all in red for the day to 
raise money for Comic Relief.  02_b12red01

Jenny Lyon joined staff and
friends of the Isle of Arran
Distillery to trek to the source
of the island’s whisky early on
Friday morning.

Walked 
The group of 17 walked from

the distillery in Lochranza to
Loch na Davie to ‘take the
whisky back to the water’ and
raised more than £500 for
Comic Relief in the process.  

Pupils and staff at Brodick
Primary School dressed all in
red for the day and managed
to raise more than £100 for
the charity.

At Kilmory Primary School
the pupil council organised a
red nose treasure hunt, a fash-
ion show and a talent show
interspersed with games such

jelly’ and ‘pin the red nose on
William Shakespeare’.

In the end a total of 60 red
noses were sold and £90 was
raised for Comic Relief.

Lamlash Nursery leaders,
Heidi Macfarlane, Catherine
Scott and Carole Johnstone,
and the children joined in the
fun by dressing up on Friday
morning.

They each paid £1; enjoyed
a Gruffalo party, silent auction
(Heidi baked a Gruffalo cake
which was won byAnne Reid)
and had a bake sale to do their
bit for comic relief, resulting
in a grand total of £73.40.
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Neil McLean died on March 
8 and will be sadly missed 
by many.

He was born on May 6 1936 
in Sandhead by Stranraer, one 
of a family of four boys and 
two girls.

Cheesemaking was in his 
blood. His grandfather had 
made cheese on the family 
farm for many years, and his 
father was the manager at 
the Scottish Milk Marketing 
Board’s Sandhead Creamery. 
After leaving school, Neil 
followed in his father’s foot-
steps.

He went to work initially 
at Sandhead Creamery, then 

Creamery in Glasgow. Next 
came National Service with 
two years in the Kings Own 
Scottish Borderers.

Amazing Array 
It was during his service in 

Malaysia that Neil was en-
tranced by the amazing array 
of exotic orchids, giving him 
a gardening passion that was 
to stay with him throughout 
his life.

After the army came a spell 
at Auchrincruive Agricultural 
College. Then in 1961 he was 
appointed manager at Tor-

It pays to advertise in the
ARRAN BANNER

Obituary:
Neil McLean 1936-2011

Creamery manager Neil McLean at Torrylinn.       
b12neil02

Neil McLean with one of his prize-winning
begonias.   b46gar01

rylinn Creamery on Arran. 
This was the start of a 33-year 
career making Arran cheese 
and winning many trophies 
for champion cheeses.

Neil joined Arran Horticul-
tural Society in 1981 and was 
appointed vice president in 
1984. He was an enthusiastic 
and expert gardener and exhib-
ited vegetables and wonderful 
displays of begonias, many of 
which he bred himself. 

In 1983 Neil married Anne 
and the couple set up home 
at Torrylinn Villa where Anne 
ran a busy bed and breakfast 
business.

As long ago as 1975, Neil 

was chairman of the Interna-
tional Sea Angling Festival 
and down the years also served 
as chairman of the Arran An-
gling Association and the 
Arran Salmon Board. Few 
people would know that he 

25 international caps in places 
such as Norway, Denmark and 
Orkney.

Another passion was for 

many trophies at the annual 
Chookie Show with Austral-
ian yellow-headed Gouldian 

Impromptu
-

ciety Spring Show in March 
1987, the poor weather deci-
mated the show in Lamlash 
Church Hall, so to fill in, 
Neil and Chris Hall gave an 
impromptu wonderful slide-
show. In 1989 he presented 
the Society with the Neil Ma-
cLean Cup for schoolchildren 
to encourage youngsters to 
take an interest in gardening. 
He was appointed president of 
the Horticultural Society four 
years ago in recognition of his 
dedication and contributions.

Neil was an Elder at Kilmory 
church, and his faithful Lab-
rador dog companions were 
never far from his side. 

Neil McLean regularly grew 
up to 3,000 plants for sale at 
the spring Hospital Support-
ers League plant sale and it is 

-
tion at his funeral in Kilmory 
Church raised over £800 for 
the League.    HD

BOOKS ON ARRAN!
NOEL CRACK
BOOKSELLER

Antiquarian and Second Hand.
Specialist in Natural History, Field 
Sports Outdoor Pursuits and many 

other subjects.
Also a good selection of Scottish 

Books
including Highlands and Islands, Arran 

and Clyde Estuary.
Two book rooms open for browsing      

Thursday, Fridays & Saturday
10am – 5pm

The Old Haybarn
Park Terrace, Lamlash

(behind the High School)

Call to book and 
appointment

Tues – Sat 10 – 6pm  Wed & Thur Open till 8pm
For all your hair & body essential and special pamper days
Find out about our
• The Salon Seven Package
• The Full Works  
• Big Night Out 
• Teen Pamper Parties 
• Tanning Parties  
• Special OAP Package
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 from Braehead Farm, Sliddery 
Delivered frozen to your door, at a time convenient to you.

No order too small.
For orders or Pricelist contact Braehead Beef & Lamb 

Tel 870348

ARRAN
REARED BEEF

& LAMBFree Range 
Eggs

Available

Scottish Franchise of the Year 1999/2000
UK Entrepreneur of the year 2001/2002

Lynn Raeburn has spread her wings. After 
several enterprises working for other people, 
she has branched out in her own right and 
opened a new shop in Brodick.

Her shop called Buntys has opened up next 
door to Bilslands on Brodick seafront. It 
carries an extensive range of innovative home 

accessories such as mirrors, speciality clocks, 
porcelain and hand-painted furniture.

Last Saturday Lynn, husband Angus and 
daughter Libby were welcoming customers 

She said: ‘Its very exciting; this is a family 
affair with all of us involved in the business.’

Competition
winners
Last week’s Banner competition 
for free seeds from Erskine 
Hospital Garden Centre had a 
bumper response.

As promised, we selected 
the first two correct entries 
received on Friday morning.

They were from Janet 
Baraclough of Crimond, 
Strathwhillan and Morag 
Murchie of  Balnacoole, 
Shiskine.

The answer to the question: 
‘What variety of flower is 
called Naughty Marietta?’ 
was, of course, Marigold or 
tagetes patula. 

It just goes to show what 
keen gardeners the residents 
of Arran are.

Last Saturday night a talented group of 
Arran teenagers presented a collection 
of dramatic pieces devised, written and 
performed entirely by themselves under 
the title Pot Noodle. 

Ranging in style from comic to 
mysterious to poignant all the pieces 
had the audience in Arran Community 
Theatre thoroughly involved.

The ensemble acting was superb in 
both the engaging ‘War Dreams’, written 
by Katharine O’Donnelly, and the 
touching ‘Lost In Action, Presumed’ 

by Christopher Jenks. The witty and 
original sketches written by Cameron 
Flewitt were performed with hilarious 
comic expression and spot-on timing by 
Cameron, Gavin Davidson and Donald 
McEachern.

Intercutting these pieces was a murder 
story where the audience was invited to 
join in as the different suspects’ stories 
were revealed. Iona Flewitt played 
the central role with cool aplomb and 
each of the scenes was played out in 
true murder mystery dramatic style by 

Christopher Jenks, Rose McCormack, 
Donald McEachern and Connor Reid.

Three short films demonstrated the 
creative and technical skills of young 
film-makers Kieran Robertson, John 
Tilbury, Katharine O’Donnelly and 
Hamish Finlay. The company performed 
with commitment and skill, commanding 
the space and communicating effectively 
with their audience. 

The group is grateful to North Ayrshire 
Council and the Robertson Trust for 

Lucky Willie’s   
delight as 
lost wallet               
is returned
Willie McNish of Kildonan is 
a very lucky man.

Last Friday he lost his wallet 
on the ferry. 

He was on the 11.05am 
sailing from Brodick, but only 
discovered that the wallet was 
missing at 3pm. 

While searching high and 
low in his car, his mobile 
phone rang. 

Willie said: ‘It was Bobby 
from the Ardrossan CalMac 

my name had been handed in.’ 
He drove back to Ardrossan 
and gratefully picked up the 
wallet.

Willie added: ‘On my return 
sailing at 6pm I thanked the 
cafeteria staff who said that 
someone called Sheila had 
handed it in.

‘So many thanks go to the 
CalMac staff and especially 
to Sheila. You must be an 
e x t r e m e l y  h o n e s t  a n d 
wonderful person, whoever 
you are.’

Correction
In edition 1796 of The Arran 
Banner we reported that a bus 
driver had ‘been charged with 
driving without due care and 
attention’.

To date, the 47-year-old man 
from Kilmarnock has not been 
charged although he has been 
reported to the Procurator 
Fiscal under Section Three 

(Scotland).

Libya
appeal cash 
raised
The local Save the Children 

sum of £244 at their coffee 
morning for  Libya las t 
Wednesday.

Thanks to all who supported 
this event. 

Spicy pot noodle from Arran youth group

The new family team at Buntys; Angus, Lynn and Libby Raeburn. 02_b12bun01

Bubbly at Buntys in Brodick

Got a story for 
The Banner? Call 
our reporters on 
01770 302142

Ceramic Wall and Floor Tile Collection
• Bathroom

• Kitchen

• Floor

• Glass

• Natural Products

• Adhesives, Grouts, Trims, Seals, Tools

• Tile sample boards and brochures

• Mainland Prices

M.B.S.
B U I L D I N G  a n d T I M B E R  S U P P L I E S

Whiting Bay 700202

OPEN Monday-Saturday 8.30 a.m.- 5 p.m.

SPRING BEDDING
SEED POTATOES

ONION SETS & GARLIC
COMPOST & SEEDS
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Bruce Jolliffe of the Arran 
Adventure Company is on 
his way from Largs to Stor-
noway in a kayak. Bruce is 
trying to raise £10,000 for 
charities close to his heart, The 
Royal Marsden Hospital, The 
Beatson Oncology Fund and 
the RNLI.

This adventure is inspired by 
the memory of his close friend 
Andy from Stornoway who 
died at 33 from bone cancer.

For part of the journey he is 
being accompanied by Arran 
Adventure Director Calum 
McNicol.

Now Calum gives readers an 
update on the progress.

He said: ‘After a week laid 
up in Oban due to bad weather 
and ill health, Bruce has now 
headed north again on his 
expedition.

‘On Monday 14 March, 
after waiting in Tobermory 
for favourable conditions, he 
rounded Ardnamurchan Pe-
ninsula. It is the most westerly 
point of mainland Britain and 
a big hurdle was overcome 
successfully.

‘The trip got off to a great 

This summer’s Fèis Arainn will take place from Tuesday 26 
to Friday 29 July.

Registration forms will be distributed in all the schools on 
the island early in May. 

As always, it is open to youngsters who will be 8-18 years 
old at the start of the Fèis and will consist of the usual wide 
choice of workshops. The venue will be Arran High School in 
Lamlash, and transport can be made available for those living 
outwith Lamlash.

Aileen McLaughlin said: ‘Some of you may not be familiar 
with the Fèis. We are part of Fèisean nan Gaidheal, an organisa-
tion which covers the whole of Scotland and which organises 
festivals of learning about the language and music and culture 
of our Gaelic heritage in a disciplined but fun way. 

‘It is a great opportunity to try out or develop skills in a variety 
of traditional instruments among other things, and to pick up 
a little of the language too’. 

‘Tha sinn a’coimhead air adhart ri’r faicinn ann!

Inset: Bruce Jolliffe in his kayak and Bruce making headway in open water. b12kay01 and 02

Bruce’s progress
in a kayak
on open water

start with some excellent pad-
dling conditions during the 
first week. A few 35-mile 
days at the start of the trip 
put Bruce and myself within 
striking distance of the Mull 
of Kintyre and on Thursday 10 
March after a hearty breakfast 
we headed west towards the 
notorious Mull. 

Bruce’s next decision is 
whether to head on to the 
west side of Skye and attempt 
a crossing of the little Minch 
to the Uists or shelter in the 
east coast of Skye and contend 
with stronger tides and a cross-
ing to the Shaint Islands. Time 
will tell.

Calum added: ‘Bruce’s 
progress can be followed on 
a live webpage tracking his 
every move. Please bear in 
mind that what Bruce is do-
ing is for charity and I know 
for a fact that when he sits in 
his cold damp tent at the end 
of the day his motivation rises 
when he sees the messages of 
support.

You can follow Bruce Jolliffe 
in his kayak at http:/west-
coastkayakchallenge.co.uk

Feis Arainn planned for July

Rotary International
in Great Britain & Ireland www.ribi.org

Join Rotary and make 
a world of difference

Stephanie & Mark
Rotary club members



press policy
WE AT The Arran Banner do our utmost to make sure that all our reports 
are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on occasion, mistakes 
can occur in the hectic process of producing a local newspaper.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in print. 
The 

Arran Banner, Brodick, Arran giving your day-time telephone number 
where possible. 

This statement of policy will appear on this page every week along with 

The Arran Banner adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s Code 
of Conduct.  The views expressed in The Arran Banner are not necessarily 
those of the The Oban Times Group.

your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 
words in length for publication on this page. The 
editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses 
must be supplied, including on e-mails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime telephone number is also 
required for verification. Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact telephone number will not 
be printed. Please write or fax to: Letters Page, The 
Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran. 
E-mail editor@arranbanner.co.uk

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Arran
Deliveries
Glasgow Depot
Arran Deliveries
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow G14 OHB

Arran Deliveries
The Parcel Point
Harbour Road, 
Ardrossan
North Ayrshire 
KA22 8BZ

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
Daily collection throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and surrounding districts

Tel: 01475 676 255
Fax: 01294 469 492

Open Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm
Accepting goods destined 
for the island

We deliver the goods
not excuses
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‘Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each 
other, just as in Christ God forgave you.’ (Ephesians 4:32)

Soup and scandal
Sir,
I am interested in the an-
nouncement in your paper 
that a Lunch Club called 
‘Blether and Bite’ is starting 
up in Lamlash.

I wonder if this enterprise 
is in any way similar to ‘The 
Wee Blether’, a success-
ful soup and sandwiches 
event in Whiting Bay which 
has been running for over a 
year, the brainchild of Isobel 
Thomson.

The lunch club is an excel-
lent way of providing social 
contact and good food and 
fostering community spirit 
and I wish you well in Lam-
lash.

But surely you can think up 
a name that is entirely your 
own. How about Gossip and 
Grub, or Soup and Scandal?

Yours,
John Cruickshank
Canberra
Whiting Bay

The Banner in 
Sandbach
Sir,
Today I have been reading my 
copy of The Arran Banner, 
dated December 25, 2010.

Why?
A friend brought me the pa-

per as a Christmas gift from 
his holiday in Arran.

My sister will be celebrat-
ing her birthday this week 
and will hope to spend it on 
Arran.

She lives in Kilwinning and 
goes over to Arran whenever 
she has the chance.

So I have cut out a couple 
of coffee shop adverts and 
placed those in her birthday 
card.

The articles about winter 
climbing on Arran’s moun-
tains and about the twelve 
birds of Christmas will go 
on to friends whose daughter 
has just climbed Kilimanjaro 
– using her medical skills to 
watch the effects of the height 
on the team members.

Bird watching seems to be 
a very popular retirement 
activity with several of my 
friends.

My sight is not good and all 
birds tend to look the same to 
me nowadays.

The article was of great in-
terest to my ‘musical’ side and 

also to my interest in stories.
I will continue to recycle 

your Arran Banner but I’m 
afraid I haven’t a photo for 
your holiday feature.

Yours,
Mary Garratt
Sandbach
Cheshire

It’s a dogs life 
Sir,
I wish to contribute to the 
letters page in the Banner the 
following in reply to Mr Colin 
Guthrie’s letter in the Banner 
two weeks ago about the dogs 
in Lochranza.

Did you know that in the 

last census there were more 
dogs living in Lochranza than 
people; so where does all the 
doggie doo go?

I for one could do with a 
doggy poo bin outside my 
house and workshop, as the 
area is now a dog walker’s 
paradise.

Yours,
Reg Morgan
The Whins 
Lochranza

Heartfelt thanks 
Sir,
I’d like to say a heartfelt thank 
you to the many friends who 
sent wonderful flowers and 

Funfair debate
continues
Following the story in last 
week’s Banner about the 
Brodick Funfair perhaps not 
returning to the island this 
summer, we asked our read-
ers on facebook to share their 
thoughts with us.

Below is just a small selec-
tion of the responses. 

David Kelso: There is abso-
lutely no need for entertain-
ment of that nature on Arran!

Scott McMurray: I don’t 
know if many people go to 
it anymore. The first few 
years of the fair were pretty 
busy but last year especially 
there didn’t seem to be many 
people there. It is used quite 
heavily by a lot of local young 
folk though, especially in the 
early evening when there’s not 
much else going on. I think 
they would miss it.

Linda Gillard: It’s too loud. 
I live nearby and last summer 
I just avoided sitting in the 
garden for four weeks because 
I couldn’t bear the noise.

Isobel MacDonald: I re-
member a fair being here 
when I was a ‘wee’ girl. It 
was in front of Mini Café. I 
do feel the present fair is too 
expensive for any families 
with more than one child, it 
is also very noisy wherever 
in the village you are, I agree 
with the comment about it be-
ing used by the young people 
when not much going on, but 
is the answer to that a fair that 
is here for four weeks?

plants to me on the occasion 
of my 85th birthday on March 
10. I’m not quite sure if it’s 
something to celebrate as I 
totter about the village with a 
walking stick.

I am always reminded of 
my father, Charles Erskine, 
who used to say each year 
(with a certain amount of rel-
ish): ‘The next frost will see 
me off!’

It wasn’t for a very long 
time. I may even equal his 
record. Thank you all again.

Yours,
Joan Erskine Schoup
Hamilton Terrace
Lamlash

Find us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbanner

Barbara I’Anson: A small 
fair used to come to Arran. 
Around 1998 a minority group 
in Whiting Bay did not like 
them here or their view spoilt 
by this tiny fair so they hound-
ed them out of the village. 
They moved on to Lamlash 
where they suffered dreadful 
treatment by yobs. I would 
not like to see a repeat of that 
disgraceful episode in Arran’s 
history. Why not discuss the 
concerns with the owners?

Sheila Gilmore: I remember 
fairs on Arran were few and 
far between when I was wee 
and growing up - but the rides 
when they did come (such as to 
the cattle show) were exciting. 
When my children grew up I 
think there were occasional 
visiting rides that we went to 
- they were fun, noisy but fun! 
As regards cost, if folks don’t 
want to pay, then don’t go! My 
wee great-nephew won a ball 

last year and his dad says he 
was over the moon! 

Tracy Gibson: I see the buzz 
and excitement amongst local 
kids as the funfair rolls up at 
the beach. Yes it’s loud and 
colourful but most of all it’s 
fun and the kids love it as is 
proved daily by their whoops 
and squeals. These are decent 
people trying hard to make a 
living too which can’t be easy 
when faced with our Scottish 
weather and NAC. The land 
they use is a largely unused 
area due to its boggy nature. 
As for cost, I agree with Shei-
la, it’s there but it’s entirely 
your own choice whether you 
use it or not!

Murray Boal: Bring on the 
FAIR.

Philip Glover: For people 
living nearby like me it’s too 
noisy and stays too long.

Gwen McNicol: Like Mr 
Stirling I am also a decent 
hard working person. I earn 
money from a holiday let and 
my visitors like some peace 
on holiday. Brodick residents 
are not trying to hound the 
fair out of the village, but you 
can’t please all of the people 
all of the time, so shorter stay 
and less noise seems like a 
good compromise to me, then 
the kids get their fun and we 
get our peace! NAC should be 
investing in a big adventure 
play area on this site like the 
one on the front at Saltcoats. 
A free attraction for locals 
and visitors that would leave 
people with some money to 
spend in local shops!

Who do you think you are?
This coming Sunday you are required to make a statement 
of exactly who you are.

Sunday 27 March is Census Day 2011. It is vital that eve-

Television programmes like ‘Who do you think you are?’ 
have proved so popular that more people than ever are 

past or who has lived in their house. And this is where the 
Census comes in.

The answers will give a snapshot of our daily lives for 
our descendants. But everything you enter will remain 

Census will only be available to view by the public for the 

More importantly, the facts given on all these census forms 
will be collated and should have a direct impact on how fu-
ture public services are organised. Over the past few weeks, 
2.5 million census questionnaires have been delivered to 
households, care homes, halls of residence and prisons 
across Scotland. The answers should cover all the people 
staying at that address on this Sunday 27 March.

Everyone is asked up to 35 questions about work, educa-
tion national identity, ethnic background, language, health 
and marital status.

In the 1891 census, the Northend of Arran recorded 273 
people staying in 74 households from Lochranza to Lag-
gan. And 78.5 percent of the residents over three years old 
spoke Gaelic.

Records show that 100 years ago the census forms were 

night wore on, the handwriting became more ragged, perhaps 
indicating tiredness or over indulgence.

The particulars requested included marriage status, profes-
sion or occupation, and status within the household. 

Some of the answers 100 years ago were very different to 
the modern day. Under ‘occupation’ most of the answers 
referred to manual work such as farm worker, coal miner, 
mill worker, domestic servant and even prisoner. Many 
households would not only be shown as having a large 
family, with many of the children dying at an early age, 
but a lot also recorded having a ‘lodger’ to help make ends 
meet. Among the more noble professions would be clerk 
or minister.

in the questionnaire which asked whether the person was 
‘imbecile or lunatic’!
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United Auctions had forward 
1,807 store cattle, 118 cast 
cows, 5,110 prime hoggs and 
1,347 cast ewes and rams 
at their Stirling Agricultural 
Centre last Wednesday.

Arran livestock prices:
Cattle: Simmental cross heif-

ers £645, 182p/kg Bellevue, 
Limousin cross cast cows 
£855, 135/kg Altgolath.

Sheep: Suffolk cross hoggs 
£101 Drumnaghinier, Texel 
cross hoggs £96.50 Craigdhu, 
Mule hoggs £92.50 Altgolath, 
Blackface hoggs £73.50 
Drumnaghinier, Texel cross 
cast ewes £124.50 Auchenhew 
, Mule cast ewes £109.50 
Altgolath, £95.50 Auchen-
hew, Blackface cast ewes 
£58.50 Altgolath and Caither 
Gaoithe.

The AGM of Corrie and 
Sannox SWRI took place in 
the village hall on Thursday 
March 10.

The voting papers were 
handed in and counted by 
Betty Thomson and Eleanor 
Bulger.    While this was being 
done, the president Elma Ste-

because this was the end of her 

Secretary Isla Blair gave her 
report and the treasurer Mhairi 

report. Then the members 
went on to discuss the Show 
Schedule and a fundraiser, 
a soup and sandwich lunch, 
which will be held in Corrie 
and Sannox village hall on 
Wednesday 13 April, to which 
all are welcome.

The result of the election was 
announced and the new Com-
mittee is as follows:-  Presi-
dent Anne Pringle, secretary 
Isla Blair, treasurer Vicki 
Milne, press secretary Joan 
Crawley, committee members 
Elma Bain, Heather Donald-
son and Marie Turnbull.    

A successful bring and buy 
sale was held and a good sup-
per was enjoyed by all.

Local councillor Margie Currie and MSPs Kenneth 
Gibson and Stewart Maxwell with Jerzy Zajakata, 

president of the European Alliance group,
at the back.

A European Union conference on sustainable tourism that 
involved 36 delegates from all over Europe was held on the 
island this week. 

Stewart Maxwell MSP for the West of Scotland secured the 
conference on sustainable tourism for Arran after nominating 

Union Committee. 
Delegates from the European Committee of the Regions 

gathered at the Auchrannie Resort to discuss strategies for 
developing economic growth in sustainable tourism for areas 
of natural beauty such as Arran.

Speakers at the conference included local councillor Margie 
Currie, Martin Janosko, head of tourism for Preov, Slovakia 
and Carol Gleeson, project manager for the Burren Initiative 
in County Clare, Ireland. 

They were joined by politicians from a number of EU 
countries including Italy, Slovakia, Poland, Romania and 
Belgium.

Stewart Maxwell MSP – a member of the European Commit-

Tourism conference on Arran
tee of the Regions - said: ‘I was delighted to get the opportunity 
to bring this conference here to Arran. 

‘It is important that we develop ways to promote small island 
communities such as Arran as top-class tourist destinations.

‘The conference will do just that by bringing together regional 
tourism experts from across Europe to share ideas for develop-

preserves the natural environment.’
Warm Hospitality

Arran’s MSP Kenneth Gibson added that the natural beauty 
and warm hospitality offered in Arran made it the perfect loca-
tion to host this conference. 

‘Like all visitors to Arran, the delegates were made to feel very 
welcome by the local community,’ he told The Banner. 

said: ‘It is important to examine these issues by seeing the 
best practices and experiences in different parts of the EU. It 

-
ties can take shape.’

Corrie and
Sannox SWRI

Livestock sale
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An ‘injured’ Tim Crockett was brought ashore by the Coastguard team and attended to by nurse,
Andrea Bond. 01_b12aaa02

Norman Bond from Catacol was rescued from a burning boat 
in Lamlash Bay last Wednesday.

The alarm had been raised by local coastguards, and within 
minutes the Arran lifeboat The Boys Brigade was launched 
down the slipway at Lamalsh Pier and an ambulance was 
rushing to the scene. 

The casualty was brought ashore by local Coastguard mem-
bers and delivered into the care of an ambulance crew from 
the Arran Memorial Hospital.

About 15 minutes earlier lifeboatman Tim Crockett was 
brought ashore in a stretcher before being rushed off to hospital 
in an ambulance.

All in a day’s work for the men and women of Arran’s emer-
gency and rescue services, but for once this was not real.

It was part of the eleventh annual Arran Avoids Accidents ex-
ercise which was hailed as another great success last week.

Attending the event were representatives from the Fire Serv-
ice, Coastguard, RNLI, Arran War Memorial Hospital, Heart 
Start and the First Responders. 

The two days of activities on Tuesday and Wednesday in-

Arran Avoids Accidents 
demonstrates skilled 
emergency services

volved many of Arran’s primary and secondary children and 
all of the emergency services.

On Tuesday, primary youngsters attended a day of fun and 
learning at Lamlash Fire Station.

Among the valuable lessons was a mock evacuation from a 

to don police riot gear.
High school pupils were brought to Lamlash Pier on Wednes-

day to witness and learn from the lifelike accident scenarios.

responsible for organising this event in recent years.
She said: ‘The main purpose of the event is to give advice to 

the young people of Arran on what to do and what not to do in 
the case of an emergency. 

‘This is a multi-agency event run by dedicated people, work-
ing very closely together, some from the voluntary sector on 
the island.’ She added: ‘It’s a fantastic way in which all the 
agencies get together to show the pupils all the emergency 
services in action.

‘Over the two days, the event was a huge success due to the 
commitment and dedication of all the people involved.’

John Graham of the Coastguard drags Norman Bond 
to safety. 01_b12aaa04

SPECIAL OFFERS

Tel: 01770 302416. Cladach Visitor Centre, 
Brodick (next to Arran Brewery)

Opening Hours: Mon-Sat 9.30 – 5.00     Sun 11.00 – 4.00

CLEARANCE BARGAINS
Half Price Jackets, Fleeces & Footwear

NEW
Spring/Summer Clothing from The North Face, Sprayway, Gelert

Sandals & Lightweight Walking Shoes from Merrell
New for 2011: Smartwool Merino Baselayers

Brasher Gore-Tex Walking Boots
Up to 30% off

From just £50
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A coffee afternoon in aid of Arran’s cancer charity, ArCaS, will 
be held at Sheltered Housing in McKelvie Road, Lamlash from 
2pm to 4pm next Friday 1 April.

soft toys. All welcome.

Coffee afternoon for ArCaS
to be held in LamlashThe AGM of Kildonan WRI 

was held in the village hall on 
Tuesday 15 March. 

After the reading of the 
Secretary’s and Treasurer’s 

bearers were elected: Presi
dent Margaret Stewart; vice 
president Thelma Meldrum; 
secretary Jill Hollick; treasurer 
Gillian Lythgoe. 

Kildonan SWRI AGM
The competition for the eve

ning was won by Cate Temple
ton and second was Mamie 
Stewart. The Mrs Macpherson 
Trophy for the most points 
gained during the year was 
jointly won by Cate Templeton 
and Thelma Meldrum. 

A delicious buffet supplied 
by the members brought the 
evening to a close.

Finlay Murchie is given the Coastguard stretcher to see for himself just how 
lightweight it is. 01_b12aaa01

Safely ashore at last.  01_b12aaa05

Norman Bond found himself in difficulty in the water and had to be rescued by 
the Coastguard. 01_b12aaa03

ELEANORS FLOWERS
Order Now

Mothers Day Specials
Bouquets,

Arrangements, Plants
1 Auchrannie Road 01770302587

BRI’S BACK GARDEN
1 Auchrannie Road

Re-opens Saturday 26th March
Large Selection of New Plants

01770302684

CARS
2008O8 Vauxhall Astra - SXI Coupe
1.4 Black, 11,000 miles
200554 Vauxhall Astra Life – 5 Dr Hatchback
1.6 Silver, 83,000 miles
2003O3 Vauxhall Corsa GLS – 5 Dr Hatchback
1.2 Blue, 77,000 miles
2003O3 Audi S3 – 3 Dr Hatchback
1.8 Black, 83,000 miles
200252 Vauxhall Corsa – 3 Dr Hatchback
1.O Green, 95,000 miles
200151 VW Beetle – 3 Dr Hatchback
2.O Black, 71,000 miles
2001Y reg Ford KA Collection – 3 Dr Hatchback
1.3 Purple Blue, 17,000 miles
2001X reg Renault Clio Alize – 5 Dr Hatchback
1.4 Green Met, 30,000 miles
1999Apr BMW 318 Touring – 5 Dr Estate
1.8 Black, 99,000 miles
     
COMMERCIALS
2006O6 Ford Connect Van - 200L SWB Side Dr
1.8D White 70,000 miles

2004  Honda 350 Quad 4,700 km – 6253 hrs
2004  Honda 450 Quad 9,100 km – 1080 hrs

C M Weir & Sons
Machrie Garage Tel 840231
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Maurice Deighton of Seal 
Shore, Kildonan has just re-
turned from four months in 
The Gambia.

But it has been very much a 
working holiday.

Before Maurice’s wife Syl-
via’s sudden death in 2009, the 
couple had made six annual 
excursions from Arran to the 
poor West African country to 
help under-privileged Gam-
bian schoolchildren. Since her 
death, Maurice has been de-
termined to mark her memory 
by building a classroom for 
the children. But he ended up 
building much more than just 
a classroom. 

He said: ‘The youngsters 
are just so eager to learn. 
They would walk miles for 
a book.’

On this latest trip, he has 
achieved his ambition by 
organising a gang of a dozen 

Building Sylvia’s School 
in the Gambia

Maurice Deighton, centre, in ceremonial costume, cutting the ribbon to
open the school.  b12gam01

workers, mucking in with them 
himself, and building a new 
Naata Nursery School in the 
village of Sinchu Aleghie. 

Maurice explained: ‘It took 
-

ish. There are store rooms, a 
kitchen, headmaster’s room, 
toilets, European toilets and 
three classrooms, one of which 
carries a plaque saying ‘Syl-
via’s Classroom’. 

‘She would have been so 
pleased.’

Moulded
The workers moulded their 

own bricks on site and would 
make and lay about 550 in 
a day.

The school has a roll of 104 
children aged from two-and-
a-half to seven. Maurice said 
that it gives them a flying 
start and they jump two years 
when they join proper primary 
school.

One other feature of his trip 
was driving 3,700 miles on 
Gambian roads to fetch mate-
rials and provisions. 

But he pointed out: ‘I’ve 
seen more potholes here from 
Brodick pier to Kildonan than 
in all the four months in Af-
rica. And if you do see a hole 
in the road, its not there the 
next day!’

Maurice took a couple of 
wheelchairs from Craigielea 
residential home in Whiting 
Bay and they were received 
with joy by two disabled 
Gambian children. He also 
ran into an Arran ex-patriate, 
Neil Miller of Knockenkelly, 
who has been running a bar out 
there for 19 years.

This isn’t the end of the 
African adventure; Maurice 
plans to go back next year and 

‘The youngsters are just so
eager to learn. They would 
walk for miles for a book’

Sylvia Deighton, right, on the beach with her mother 
Audrey and their taxi driver Musa, on Sylvia’s last 

trip to the Gambia in January 2009.   b12gam03
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A typical shanty town school in The Gambia.
b12gam07

The new Naata Nursery School.   b12gam02

Maurice played Santa Claus in the sun on
Christmas Day.      b12gam04

Neil Miller, formerly of Knockenkelly, now running a 
bar in The Gambia.   b12gam05

Children on their way to the new school.   b12gam06
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At the end of last year Jim 
Williamson, a well-known 
local artist, held a waterco-
lour workshop for members 
of Arran Visual Arts (AVA) at 
Brodick Ranger Centre. 

One of the AVA members 
said: ‘Firstly he demonstrated 
tonal changes that could be 
achieved by letting one wa-
tercolour slip down the paper 
and merge with a second or 
more colours, and the visual 
effects this achieves. We also 
had practice at creating small 
pictures using the above. 

‘Jim demonstrated several 
sunset/sunrise techniques, and 
we all attempted our own cre-

Arran’s MSP Kenneth Gibson 
is backing Prostate Cancer 
Awareness Month by sign-
ing The Pledge for Prostate 
Cancer.

Prostate Cancer Awareness 
Month, which runs from 1 to 

Arran Visual Arts 
workshop update

ations, some with spectacular 
effect; me, I need to practice 
more!

Jim’s own creations were 
beautiful, delicate and demon-
strated what can be achieved, 
more power to our elbows/
paintbrushes, and many thanks 
for a really enjoyable, infor-
mative and fun class. May we 
see you again soon Jim.’

Keen Amateurs
In February, artist Felicity 

Walker was the guest of AVA 
when she came across from 
the mainland to talk to a room-
ful of keen amateurs on the 
theory and practice of colour 
choice when mixing paint.

A workshop participant said: 

was that mixing green was not 
simply a case of adding blue 
to yellow. After a brief ex-
amination of our own colours 
together with some simple the-
ory Felicity soon got us down 
to practical work and looking 
at the effects achieved by dif-
ferent colour combinations.
’In the afternoon we were 
encouraged to tackle our 
own compositions in order 
to try out our new ideas.
’Felicity gave us lots of 
encouragement as well as 
many practical tips during 
the course of the day. Iden-
tifying our mixed colours 
with descriptions that were 
personal to us - such as ‘set-
tee-brown’ or ‘cardigan-pink’ 
and holding several brushes 
at a time (one for each colour) 
to save continual washing 
out, were just two of them.
’Felicity was an excellent 
teacher whose skill and knowl-
edge across a range of media 
were evident through her 
frequent short demonstrations 
and helpful criticisms.’

Spring Flower and Bulb Show

The entry from Brodick Primary School that won the Neil McLean Cup.
  02_b12bul03

Two winning entries in the Children’s 
Scarecrow up to 1.8 metres, from 

Isabella and James Reid of Lamlash.     
02_b12bul02

John Sillars with five daffodils and the 
Royal Bank of Scotland Cup for Best 

Exhibit in Show.      02_b12bul01

The 26th annual Spring Flower 
and Bulb Show had a paucity 
of entries in Brodick Hall last 
Saturday.

This was due to the absence 

of a number of regular en-
trants, notably Neil McLean 
of Lamlash, former president 
of the Arran Horticultural 
Society who sadly died three 

weeks ago. Another factor was 
the long spell of cold weather 
and a later than usual Spring.

The overall quality was nev-
ertheless as good as ever ac-
cording to judges Colin Totty 
and Donnie Wilson.

Daffodils
John Sillars of Brodick won 

the Royal Bank of Scotland 
Cup for Best Exhibit in Show 
with his display of five cut 
trumpet daffodils. He said: 
‘There are other daffs on show 
as good as these, but so much 
of it is down to presentation.’

The R W McKelvie Cup for 
best exhibit in section one, 
bulb class, was won by Jim 
Jack with a pot of miniature 
daffodils.

 An entry of miniature daffo-
dils and primulas from Brod-
ick Primary School won the 
Neil McLean Cup for best 
exhibit entered by a school.It pays to advertise in the

ARRAN BANNER

One of the watercolours at Jim Williamson’s
workshop. b12art01

MSP signs prostate cancer pledge
31 March, is an annual health 
awareness campaign organ-
ised by The Prostate Cancer 
Charity. 

Diagnosed
Mr Gibson said: ‘Prostate 

cancer is the most common 

cancer in men in Scotland. 
2,700 men in Scotland are 
diagnosed with prostate cancer 
every year, and 19,000 are cur-
rently living with the disease, 
including 1,400 in Ayrshire 
and Arran. Two men die of 
prostate cancer in Scotland 
every day. 

‘That’s why I was delighted 
to sign The Pledge for Prostate 
Cancer during Prostate Cancer 
Awareness Month.’ 

Ann Ferguson, Head of Scot-
land Operations at The Pros-
tate Cancer Charity, said: 

‘It is fantastic that Kenneth
is showing his support for men 
and their families affected by 
prostate cancer.’ 

Tel: 860444

Scotland
Brazil

Vs
Sunday 27th March

2pm
Kinloch Public Bar

HUGE 2M X 3M SCREEN!

Live Music
with

The Usual Suspects
at Bar Eden

Friday 25th March
10pm – 1am

Great Drinks Deals

JAZZ 
CAFÉ
Friday 1 April

Whiting Bay Hall
8pm – 11pm

BYOB

LAMLASH CUBS 
& SCOUTS

COFFEE MORNING
Saturday 26th March 

10am-12noon
Arran High School 

Cafeteria

Refreshments, Baking Stall, 
Tombola, Sweetie Jar

Raising funds for District Camp

 See you there!
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The Arran Banner 20 years ago
Saturday, March 23, 1991

Below:
The Arran boys’ foot-
ball team celebrated 
being runners-up in 
the Cunninghame

 Soccer Sevens with 
a dip in the pool at 

Auchenharvie
Leisure Centre.

b12twe01

Cheeky Charlie’s 
death
The death of Cheeky Charlie 
last week saw the end of a 150 
years unbroken line of pedi-
gree Pointer dogs on Arran.

His home had been Strabane 
and he was best known travel-
ling in the back of the Lady 
Jean Fforde’s estate car. Full 
name ‘Field Trial Champion 
Isle of Arran Larch’, his an-
cestry goes right back to 1840 
when there would have been 
around 70 Pointers around 
kennels and shooting lodges 
on the island.

Arran girls’ football 
champs
The Arran girls football team 
featured two weeks ago in the 
Banner was crowned Cun-
ninghame Soccer Sevens 
Champions at Laighdykes 
Playing Fields last Sunday. 
Goalkeeper Jodie Paton kept a 
clean sheet in all three games 
whilst the forwards scored 11 
goals.

The Arran boys team was 

1991 Arran pool singles champion John Wilson, cen-
tre, with doubles champions Iain McConnell

and Robbie Crawford.     b12twe04

Lady Jean Fforde and her pedigree Pointer Cheeky 
Charlie who died last week.   b12twe02

Arran Junior Singers and choirmaster Tony Smith won the J K Cameron
Morrison Cup for best choir at the Music Festival.      b12twe03

to earn runners-up medals.

Access charges 
waived
At a meeting of the Land Ac-
cess Committee on Wednes-
day, landowner Charles Fforde 
told chairman Jim Lees that he 
would agree to waive charges 
for access to his land by geol-
ogy students next year.

Festival Theatre 
underway
The Arran Festival Theatre in 
Lamlash is underway at last 
with volunteers doing the don-
key work to clear the way for 
the professional workers. 

Last Saturday saw the second 
work party of enthusiasts try-
ing to make an impression on 
the mess that is St George’s 
Church, but it will need many 
more yet.

Busy music festival
The 1991 Arran Music Festi-
val in Whiting Bay Hall was 
well attended with entries of 
225 well up on last year. Julia 

Paterson won the Margaret 
Laidler trophy for best vocal 
solo and Geraldine Ash won 
the George D McArthur cup 
for verse speaking. Arran 
Junior Singers with choir-
master Tony Smith won the J 
K Cameron Morrison cup for 
best choir.

Drift Inn pool 
champs
The 1990/91 season Arran 
Pool League champions are 
the Drift Inn, with Nags as 
runners-up.

Nags were also Team Knock-
out champions, and Andy’s 
Place runners-up. Pool singles 
champion was John Wilson of 
the Breadalbane, and doubles 
champions were Iain McCon-
nell of Drift Inn and Robbie 
Crawford of Kinloch. 

At the end-of season pres-
entations Jock Sloss collected 
the team champions trophy 
on behalf of the Drift Inn, and 
Calum McConnell picked up 
the Team Knockout Trophy 
and league runners-up cup 
for Nags.

ARRAN HERITAGE MUSEUM
COME ALONG AND 

WANDER DOWN ‘MEMORY LANE’.
An ever-changing collection of Archaeology, Geology, 
Arran at War, Children’s Quiz and Play House, 
Clearances and Emigration, Farm Implements, 
19th Century Cottage, 1940’s Schoolroom, Original 
Blacksmith’s Forge, Villages Then and Now, and gift 
shop with unique presents for all the family.

The Islands Most inexpensive Four Star 
“Must See Attraction”

Researchers welcome at our Archives and 
Genealogy Services

(Wednesdays only 10.30am – 12.30pm and 1.30pm – 3.30pm,
or by appointment)

Delicious meals and snacks at Cafe Rosaburn seven days a week
Rosaburn, Brodick Open daily 10.30 a.m.- 4.30 p.m.

SCOTTISH CHARITY NUMBER  SC002089

OPEN FOR SEASON 30TH MARCH

If you think you know then post your 
answer on the website

www.arranbanner.co.uk
Or email us at:

editor@arranbanner.co.uk

Where’s Archie?
and the arran team,

Arran’s own property management specialists
Tel: 01770 303113  Email: help@thearranteam.co.uk   www.thearranteam.co.uk

Last week Archie was limbering up for a spot 
of full contact rugby at the Ormidale Park. First 
correct were Stan of Kilmarnock, Karen of 
Motherwell and doggie pal Shep from Chesh-
ire. This week he is sitting in front of a Grade 
B listed building, but where is that grand pile?              
02_b12arc01
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PUBLIC NOTICESPROPERTY

in association with Isle of Arran Brewery
Whats on

www.arranbrewery.com Tel: 01770 302353
EVERYDAY
Arran Brewery                                           Open Mon - Fri 11am-12.30pm & 2pm - 4pm,Closed Sunday                                                                                              
Trout Fly Fishing Loch Garbad, Bank
Hawk Walks Lamlash
Brodick Castle, Gardens  open daily                                                                           9am - dusk
Arran Heritage Museum  Rosaburn Brodick, 10.30am - 4.30pm

SATURDAY 26th MARCH
Karate                Auchrannie Games Hall, 11.30am - 12.30pm
Family Games                           3pm to 4pm Auchrannie Games Hall
Fun In The Pool                               4pm to 5pm Auchrannie Spa Pool
Over 21’s Disco                                                          The Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Arran Dancers (4 years and up)    Arran High School, 10am
Lamlash Cubs & Scouts Coffee Morning High School Cafeteria,10am - 12pm
Auction Shiskine Hall, 2.30pm
She’Koyokh Klezmer Ensemble                                                           Brodick Hall, 7.30pm
HMS Dasher Memorial Service                                                                 Brodick Pier, 10.40am

SUNDAY 27th MARCH
Alcoholics Anonymous Church Hall, Brodick, 4.30pm
Arran Fiddle Club- Childrens Classes Library Annexe, 1.45pm
Family Games 3pm to 4pm Auchrannie Games Hall
Fun In The Pool   4pm to 5pm Auchrannie Spa Pool
Quiz PHT, Lamlash, 9pm
Klezmer Music Workshop  with She’Koyokh                             Brodick Hall, 10.30am - 12pm
Arran Pool Finals & Prizegiving                                                                 Kildonan Hotel, 3pm

MONDAY 28th MARCH
Over 50’s Badminton Lochranza Village Hall 2pm - 4pm
Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Weight Wise Hospital Bungalow, 5pm - 5.30pm
Ladies Netball   High School Sports Hall  - Seniors 7.30pm - 9pm
Arran Junior Football Club Coaching & Games Ormidale Park, 6pm
Citizens Advice                                                                        Park Terrace, Lamlash,10am - 2pm
Senior Fitness 9.30am to 10.30am Auchrannie Gym
BreathWalk Class Kinneil, Lamlash 5.15pm
Lamlash Bridge Club                                                                         Lamlash Golf Club, 7.15pm
Circuit Training  Auchrannie Gym, 6pm - 7pm
Table Tennis                                                                                                     Corrie Hall, 6.30pm
Badminton  Auchrannie Gym, 7pm - 9pm
Scottish Country Dancing (Beginners & Improvers)  Corrie Hall, 2pm - 4pm
Mums and Tots Swimming Lessons                                                   Auchrannie Spa Pool,11am
Hatha Yoga                                                                                Arran High School, 6pm - 7.30pm
Blether & Bite                                                                    Lamlash Church Hall, 12pm - 2.30pm

TUESDAY 29th MARCH
Lochranza Swimming Club                                                                               Kinloch 11am - 12pm 
Army Cadets Auchrannie Road, 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Pop Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Alcoholics Anonymous                                                                Brodick Church Hall -  2pm
Citizens Advice Park Terrace, Lamlash, 10am - 2pm
Youth Club                                                                                          Kildonan Hall - 6.30pm
Rotary Club Glencloy Suite, Auchrannie 7.15pm
Junior Hockey Club                                                                 Ormidale Pavillion, 6pm-7pm
Melody Movemenet. Ballet Class - 2½ yrs up Auchrannie Dance Studio, 1.30pm
Dudes & Divas Funky Dance Class - 2½ yrs up Auchrannie Dance Studio, 2pm
Scottish Country Dancing Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm
Indoor Bowls    Corrie Hall, 2pm - 4pm
Youth Club                                                                                  Brodick Hall, 6.30pm - 8pm
Drift Inn Quiz                                                                                                 Drift Inn, 9pm

WEDNESDAY 30th MARCH
Hockey Auchrannie Hall, 7pm - 8pm Games Hall
Tae Kwondo KA Leisure, Kids 6.30 - 7.30pm. Adults 7.30 - 8.30pm 
Alcoholics Anonymous                                                Lamlash Church Hall -  7.30pm- 9pm
Arran Brass Rehearsal Whiting Bay Hall 7.15pm
Selt Making Class
Musical Mayhem Class Parents & Little Ones             Auchrannie Dance Studio, 10.45am
Yoga for Every Body                                                                                        10am -11.30am       
Senior Badminton High School Games Hall, 8pm - 9pm
Museum, Archives & Geneology Service             10.30am - 12.30pm and 1.30pm - 3.30pm

9.45am to 10.30am Auchrannie Hotel Pool
Yogalates  9.30am to 10.30am Auchrannie Studio
Circuit Training    Auchrannie Games Hall, 6pm - 7pm
Arran Heritage Museum Archives & Genealogy Services 10.30 - 12.30 and 1.30- 3.30
Lamlash Improvements AGM  Lamlash Fire Station, 6.30pm
Lamlash Bowling & Tennis Club AGM                                                Tennis Pavilion, 7pm

THURSDAY 31st MARCH
General Knowledge Quiz  Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Arran Music & Drama Rehearsals Brodick Hall, 7.30pm
Lochranza Craft Club    Hall, 2pm                     
Coffee Morning St Molios Church 10.30am - 12pm
Table Tennis Kildonan Hall, 3pm - 5pm
Youth Club Youth Cabin, Lamlash 7-9pm
Brodick Bridge Club Golf  Clubhouse
Senior Fitness   9.30am to 11.30am Auchrannie Spa Gym
Pilates                                                                                      6 pm to 7pm Auchrannie Studio
Pub Quiz  Kinloch Hotel, 9pm
Brodick Embroidery Group                                                      Library, 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Arran Youth Foundations  Behind Library, 4.30pm - 6.30pm
The Wee Blether - soup & sandwiches Whiting Bay Hall, 12pm - 1.30pm

FRIDAY 1st APRIL
Arran Pipe Band Practice                                                                     Brodick Hall, 7.30pm
Quiz Whiting Bay Golf Club, 9pm
Aq                                                                9.45am to 10.30am  Auchrannie Hotel Pool
Yogalates    10am to 11am Auchrannie Studio
Seniors Badminton  (Over 50)                                                  Auchrannie Games Hall, 2pm
Over 21’s Disco    The Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Arran Youth Foundations Behind Library, 7pm - 9pm
Jazz Cafe Whiting Bay Hall, 8pm - 11pm   

SATURDAY 2nd APRIL

To appear in What’s On telephone the Arran Banner 01770 302142
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RECRUITMENT PUBLIC NOTICES THIS MONTH IN 
SCOTTISH FIELD...

READ...
INVERNESS
UNCOVERED
Mairi 
Hedderwick 
on
Katie Morag
UNBEATABLE
SPRING
BREAKS
How our 
seabeds 
are being 
wrecked
PERTHSHIRE’S BOAR & 
BEAVER COLONY
What really happened at 
Bannockburn?
10 GREAT UNSOLVED SCOTS 
MYSTERIES 

WIN...
AMAZING MOTHER’S DAY PRIZE: Treat your 
mum this Mother’s Day with a luxury 
Scottish Field hamper full of goodies 
from some of Scotland’s finest suppliers 
- worth £700

www.scottishfield.co.uk

A luxury weekend break in Inverness

Deliver to(Name) Mr/Ms.....................................................................................
Address...............................................................................................................
.......................................................................................Postcode......................
From (If different from above).............................................................................
Address..............................................................................................................
.......................................................................................Postcode......................
I wish to pay by Cheque, payable to Wyvex Media Ltd for
I wish to pay by Credit/Debit Card. Please debit my account for £.......................
Card Number.................................................................Expiry Date...................
Start Date.........................................................Issue No.....................................
Card Verification Number (Last 3 digits on back of card).....................................
Name on card (block capitals please)..................................................................
All subscribers please Sign.................................................and Date....................

Please return to: Subscriptions Department, Wyvex Media Ltd, 
P.O. Box 1, Oban, Argyll, Scotland PA34 4HB.  Tel: 01631 568000

£25.00
£41.00

£42.00
£69.00

£73.00
£114.00

6 months 1 year 2 years

*Subscribers should note that to keep down the cost of postage, some special supplements
may, on occasions, be excluded from the subscribers’ editions of the paper

Please tick your choice
U.K........................................
Rest of World....................

£

£19.00
£28.00

3 months

Student required for 
Saturday Mornings.

Maintenance and Gardening work in Lamlash
Wages £1.00 above minimum wage, 

dependant on age.
 Contact Mr Clow 07711284875

Bookkeeper/Office Admin Vacancy
Permanent part-time position – hours negotiable

Responsibilities include dealing with telephone enquiries, 
bookkeeping and computer work using Sage Instant 

Accounts, Sage Instant Payroll and Microsoft packages.
Working knowledge of above preferred although some 

training can be given
Clean driving licence required.

Please apply in writing with CV to
CM Weir & Sons, Machrie Garage, Isle of Arran

THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 1999
NOTICE UNDER REGULATION 13

Proposed development at Auchrannie Spa Resort, Brodick, Isle of Arran.
Notice is hereby given that an Environmental Statement has been submitted to 
NORTH AYRSHIRE COUNCIL by Auchrannie Leisure Ltd. relating to the planning 
application in principle in respect of erection of self-catering tourist accommodation 
units and staff accommodation units with associated access, parking and landscaping.
A copy of the Environmental Statement and the associated planning application may 
be inspected at all reasonable hours in the register of planning applications kept by 
the planning authority for the area at CUNNINGHAME HOUSE, IRVINE and at the 
North Ayrshire Council local office, LAMLASH, ISLE OF ARRAN during the period of 28 
days beginning with the date of this notice. Copies of the Environmental Statement 
may be purchased while stocks last from Keppie Planning and Development, Ref 
208451 – Auchrannie, 160 West Regent Street, Glasgow G2 4RL Tel: 0141 204 0066 at 
a cost of £75 per copy (hard) or £10 per copy (CD-ROM). The Non-Technical Summary 
can be obtained either in hard or electronic format free of charge.
Any person who wishes to make representations to NORTH AYRSHIRE COUNCIL about 
the Environmental Statement should make them in writing within that period to the 
Council at CUNNINGHAME HOUSE, IRVINE, KA12 8EE.

Chief Development Management Officer

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 

(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Applications listed below together with the plans and other documents submitted 
with them may be examined at Corporate Services, Cunninghame House, Irvine* 
between the hours of 9am and 4.45pm on weekdays (4.30pm Fridays) excepting 
Saturdays and Public Holidays or at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk
Written representations may be made to the Solicitor to the Council (Corporate 
Services) at the address below by 15 April 2011.
Any representations received will be open to public view.
*and at The Council Offices, Lamlash

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008

Notice of application to be published under regulation 20(1)
Application No: 11/00167/PP Address: 24 Montrose Terrace, Whiting Bay, Brodick, Isle 
Of Arran, KA27 8QN, Proposed Development: Installation of domestic air source heat 
pump to side of semi detached dwelling house.
Application No: 11/00082/PP Address: Kildonan Hotel, Kildonan, Brodick, Isle Of 
Arran, KA27 8SE. Proposed Development: Erection of shop with apartment 
above, alteration to existing car park and formation of new car park.

Elma Murray
Chief Executive 
Cunninghame House 
IRVINE KA12 8EE

Corrie
Golf Club

AGM
Wednesday 6th 

April 2011 at 7pm
 in the tearoom

PERSONAL
ASSISTANT

DUNCAN BANNATYNE
 is looking for someone to join his care team.

It is a permanent part-time position in 
Blackwaterfoot – 4 days/week, 9am – 4pm.

Your duties will cover personal care, housekeeping and 
simple meal preparation.

Previous experience in Moving and Assisting would be 
advantageous but not essential.

Start date May/June.
If you are interested and would like more details 

please phone Duncan on 01770860217

HOUSEKEEPERS  REQUIRED 
We are looking for reliable and conscientious 

housekeepers for various locations across the island.
Competitive rates of pay.

If you are interested please 
contact Jane on 303 113

Isle of Arran Brewery
SEASONAL VACANCY

We require a Shop Assistant/Tour Guide for the 
Brewery Shop, Cladach.

This is a seasonal post involving weekend working.
Flexibility, customer orientated, excellent communication 

and numeracy skills are essential requirements.
Full training will be given.

Please apply to Veronica Michaluk
Arran Brew Ltd, Cladach, Brodick, Isle of Arran, KA27 8DE

Or to veronica@arranbrewery,co,uk
Phone 01770 302353 for more details.

FORESTRY COMMISSION SCOTLAND
Expressions of Interest and Tenders for 
Crushing, Plant Hire and Contracts are 

currently available.

Please refer to the Forestry Commission website or 
contact David Zybert on 01556 502987

Find us on facebook
www.facebook.com/arranbanner
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which 
relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications owned by 
Wyvex Media.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media on the one part 
and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the 
delivery of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply 
with the British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by 
giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance 
of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, 
mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher 
before the publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right 
to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots 
Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover 
payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in 
the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may 
choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by 
any total or partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution 
of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an 
advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may 
be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, 
refund or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission 
does not materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days 
of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher 
for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any 
price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection 
with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement 
of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with 
which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher 
in respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication 
as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising from 
the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of 
advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to 
the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order 
by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with 
the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from 
the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event 
of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate 
of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the 
bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of 
£10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised 
with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our 
conditions.

PLASTERERS

LOG STORES

Pressure treated, 
slatted timber construction 

for air circulation.

Also firewood by the load or 
bag, and kindling available

Cladach Sawmill
Brodick. Tel/Fax: 01770 302471

Mobile: 07803 625248

LOGSTORES MADE TO ORDER

PRINTERS

CLASSIFIEDS
FREE TO UPLIFT

BAGGED MANURE. Oakbank, 
Lamlash. Donation if desired to 
Arran RDA Tel 600752
1930’ Circular mirror with cut 
out 38 3/4” (980mm dia) Tel 
600238

TRADE CLASSIFIED

DECORATORS

Stevie’s Decor
Painting and 
Decorating

Interior and Exterior
Free Estimates

Tel: Stevie Newall 
01770 600168

Mobile 07901592922

NEED THE PARTY TO GO 
WITH A BANG?
THE ‘X’ FACTORY 
MOBILE DISCO
Mobile DJ for parties, weddings 
or band support. 
Ceilidh dances or theme events 
also catered for.
Full sound system and lighting
Music for all tastes and ages
Call the ‘X’ Men 0n 01770 830615

DISCOS

DRIVE TIMES
BICYCLES

SLATES
SCOTTISH & WELSH slates 
for sale. Tel 870242

MISCELLANEOUS

WANTED

PROPERTY

POTTERY KILN. Tel 700640
TRAVEL COT and high chair, 
vgc. Tel 700 224

‘GIANT’ Mountain Bike. Suit 
lady or gent, very good condi-
tion £125 Tell 302843

CHILDS CREWSAVER Life 
jacket. Suit 5 - 8 years (20-
30kg) vgc. £6 Tel 810297
BANDSAW BLADES. Various 
sizes Tel 600238

FURNITURE
RETRO SWIVEL armchairs x 2 
£10 each Tel 830306
UPHOLSTERED ARMCHAIR  
£20 Tel 830306
2 SEATER  single sofa bed £20 
Tel 830306

FOUND
ON BEACH near Kings Cross, 
North Face Jacket. Tel 302416

£20,500

2003 2 Berth
Taxed till June

MOT till September
Many extras.

Telephone: 
01770 (Arran) 860463

AUTOSLEEPER
LANCASHIRE (NUEVO)

Please contact Helen Thomson 
on 01770 600242 
or at helen@thomsonconstruction.co.uk

Following the completion of the first phase 
of our housing development at Millhill 

we have now completed Phase 11

 Plots 12 and 13 are now available for sale 
at a fixed price of £250,000.00.

Viewings can be arranged by appointment 

Cottage for Rent
Semi-detached cottage in 
Shiskine/Balmichael area.

Available from April onwards. Sleeps max 4
£400 pcm excluding Council Tax and utility bills

Apply to Arran Banner Box No 172

Dry lining / skimming
Rendering • Pointing
Tiling • Artex removal

Exterior house painting

WANTED

All types of 
4 x 4 vehicles, 
Landrovers,

Toyotas, 
Daihatsus,

any 4 x 4, also 
considered non-
runners or MOT 

failures
Telephone 

01250 884306 
or mobile 

07885 203020

Amazing opportunity to have a home from home 
on the beautiful Isle of Arran

For just £1600 per annum 
(inc. council tax and renewable annually) 

we are offering 8 weeks rental (as individual or multiple weeks, to 
suit an individuals requirements) at this 4 bedroomed comfortably 

Would suit families or a couple who want to 
visit Arran regularly at an affordable price.

For more details please ring 
Janet and John Flowers 01770 302135
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MEMORIAMS

PERSONALS

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

CHURCH NOTICES

ARRAN FREE CHURCH
OF SCOTLAND

   Sunday 27 March
Shiskine, 11am

Sunday School in the Church 
Hall

(Church is between Machrie & 
Blackwaterfoot)

Brodick, 7pm (Church is behind 

Rev David Karoon
All welcome

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

(in full communion with
 the Church of England)

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay.
Sunday 27 March

Holy Communion 11am.
Mrs Janis Gallagher
Coffee  after service

Wednesday 30 March
Holy Communion 12.15pm.

All welcome

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
(SCO15072)

Kilmory linked with Lamlash
“A faith to proclaim ~ a 

fellowship to share”
Sunday 27 March

Rev Gillean Maclean
Kilmory10am

Lamlash 11.30am
In both churches: 

All welcome, including families; 
children’s area

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF
SCOTLAND (continuing)

Sunday 27 March
Morning Service  11am

Trust Housing Lounge,Glen 
Estate,Brodick

Evening Service   7pm
13 Glen Avenue,Brodick

All welcome

ARRAN BAPTIST CHURCH.
Ormidale Pavilion

Brodick.
Sunday 27 March

10.45am  Communion
Tea and Coffee from 11.10am
11.30am -  For all the family
Speaker: Norman Mc Carey

Everyone very welcome

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
North Arran: Brodick, 

Corrie, Lochranza, 
Pirnmill and Shiskine.

Independent but 
working together.

Minister 
Rev Angus Adamson. 

Parish Asst 
Mrs Jean Hunter. 

Worship will be conducted in the 
above churches 

at the following times. to which all 
are invited - Families, young people 

and children welcome
Sunday 20 March

Brodick Church 10.30am
Corrie Church 12pm

Lochranza/Pirnmill 10.15am at 
Pirnmill

Shiskine Church 12pm
A service of Worship will also be 

held in Montrose House at 1.30pm

WHITING BAY AND
KILDONAN CHURCH OF 

SCOTLAND
(SC014005)

Sunday 27 March                       
 Worship will be conducted by the 
minister, Rev Elizabeth Watson, at 

10.30am. All most welcome. Imme-
diately after the service, the Stated 

Annual Meeting of the congregation 
will take place. Tea and coffee will 

be served after the meeting. 
All welcome

HOLY CROSS
 CATHOLIC CHURCH

Sunday Morning Mass 
11am

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS

(QUAKERS)
Sunday 27 March

Meeting for worship and discus-
sion, 11am

11 Glen Estate, Glencloy Rd,                
Brodick.

      Enquiries to Jeny 302779

ARRAN CHURCHES
TOGETHER

The Offering at the World Day 
of Prayer on 4th March totalled 
£232.25. Thank you to all who 
took part.

MCLEAN
NEIL CAMPBELL
Anne would like to thank most 
sincerely all relatives, friends 
and neighbours for the many kind 

and cards received on her recent 
sad bereavement.
Thanks to doctors and nurses 
at Lamlash Hospital, to David 
and Clair Hendry for all funeral 
arrangements, and to staff at 
Lamlash Golf Club for catering. 
Special thanks to Rev Gillean 
Maclean for spiritual comfort 
and for the uplifting service at 
Kilmory.
Thanks to those who attended 
church the sum of £800 was 
raised for the Hospital Support-
ers League.

Brodick Golf Club 
Wednesday Winter Cup, March 
16, the second last day of play 
and 12 turned up on what was a 
spring like morning and a very 
pleasant afternoon.
 There were three magic 
twos, Len Hartley, Derek 
Roxburgh and Harry Dav-
idson a l l  got  one each.
In the sweep there was some 

very good scoring:  1 D 
Roxburgh 62-5=57 the lowest 
score recorded this season well 
done Derek, 2 Charlie O’Neill 
77-15=62 BIH, 3 Len Hartley 
74-12=62.
In the race for the coveted 

Winter Cup Derek Roxburgh 
has caused a major upset, leap-
ing from nowhere to take the 
lead by one shot from Charlie 
O’Neill and Dougie Robertson. 
With a host of challengers all 
very close the last days play 
will be vital can Derek retain 
the lead will Charlie or Dougie 
overtake him or will someone 
else come from the pack to 
win, all will be revealed next 
week.

Fixtures: Sunday 27 March, 
Brandon and final round of 
Winter Cup, open draws at 
9am and 12pm. Wednesday 30 
March, Summer Cup begins. 
Sunday 3 April, Brandon. 

Shiskine Golf Club 
Thursday 17 March, Ladies 
12 Hole Medal, 19 played, 
CSS 44. Silver: 1 A Latona 
57-12=45, 2 A Anderson 56-
10=46 BIH. Scratch F Craw-
ford 53. 

Bronze: 1 S Money 64-18=46, 
2 S Hill 64-17=47. 

Sunday 20 March, Gents 18 
Hole Medal, 22 played. First 
class: 1 A Jeffrey 69-5=64 
BIH, 2 C Muir 75-11=64, 3 A 
Pattison 75-10=65. Scratch A 
Jeffrey 69. 

Second class: 1 B Green 92-
23=69, 2 Q Oliver 95-25=70, 3 
A Bannatyne 97-21=76. 

Magic twos from C Muir, 
D Logan, S Kerr and D 
Markham.

Fixtures: Ladies 18 Hole 
Medal, Thursday 31 March, 
12pm tee-off. Gents: Sunday 
27 March, Shiskine Grand 
Shoot Out at 2pm. Sunday 3 
April, 12 Hole Medal, 1pm 
tee-off. 

Whiting Bay Golf Club 
Sunday 20 March, 16 played 

the season at Whiting Bay, 
with the home side holding a 
three game advantage at the 
start of play. 

of games saw Lamlash record
a convincing win by 3 games 
to 1 meaning Whiting Bay 
just held on to win the se-
ries by 12 games to 11 over-
all. In the individual stable-
ford Jamie MacPherson shot 
a superb scratch 63 and 40 
points, Adam Burke had yet 
another excellent round with 
38 points and Alan Smith only 
one point behind him on 37 
points. Jamie MacPherson had 
the only magic two. 

The ‘Old Cronies’ trophy for 
the best score at Whiting Bay 
and Lamlash went to Andy 
Smith of Lamlash with 80 
points for his best two rounds. 
Many thanks go to Susan for 
the excellent catering, Stuart 
and Scott for having the course 
in such excellent condition for 
the time of year and to all who 
played in any of the games 
and contributed to the fun and 
friendship between the two 
clubs over the winter.

Fixtures: Sunday 27 March, 
Hunter Buidael. Old ‘uns v
Young Guns. Split to be made 
at 10.45am for an 11am start. 
A rare chance for some of our 
more ‘senior’ members to still 

-
sters (the age split last year was 
about 53). Saturday 2 April, 
mixed fours Poole Trophy. 
Sunday 3 April, Roy Ure Tank-
ard stableford.

ALGU
-

madoon, 27 played, CSS 67. 1 
Viv Parks 64, 2 Sally Brookes 
67. Best scratch Viv Parks 
82. Lynn Walker’s two at the 

fourth was the only two of the 
day. The ALGU would like to 
thank Machrie Bay Golf Club 
for the courtesy of the course 
and for their generosity in 
providing soup for all of the 
players and a bottle of wine for 
the winner. 
Thanks, too, to Machrie’s new 

caterer, Clare for the delicious 
soup and sandwiches.

ALGU president, Sheena 
Murchie made the draw for the 
Kiscadale which will begin at 
Shiskine on Monday 4 April 
with Brodick playing the home 
team and holders, Lamlash 
taking on the youthful Whiting 
Bay team. Sheena asked that 
all players are there ready to 
tee off punctually at 4.45pm as 
we could have a problem with 
the light.

A good turnout of supporters 
would be welcome. A soup 
and sandwich supper will be 
provided for the players, cad-

can also be purchased by the 
spectators.

The remaining matches will 
be played on 7, 11, and 14 

day’s play being on Saturday 
16 April at 1pm. The full draw 
will be exhibited in all the 
clubhouses as are the results. 
As always, everything can be 
viewed on the ALGU website 
at www.algu.org.uk

Corrie Golf Club
Saturday 19 March, Winter 
Cup, 13 played, CSS 61. 1 
C Pattenden 68-11=57, 2 M 
Elliott 72-14=58, 3 E McKin-
non 62-0=62. There were twos 
from E McKinnon and C Pat-
tenden.

Monday 21 March, Monday 
Cup off yellow tees. 1 B Barr 
75-16=59, 2 A Smith 67-3=60, 
3 I Buchanan 75-12=63 BIH. 
Best scratch A Smith 67 BIH. 
Magic twos from B Sherwood, 
B Barr, M Sherwood, A Smith, 
D Price and S Cline. 

Fixtures: Saturday 26 March, 
stableford at 8.30am and 12pm. 
Monday 28 March, Monday 
Cup at 12pm. 

Machrie Bay Golf Club 
Tuesday 15 March, Lochranza 

Sherwood 39pts, 2  David 
Price 35pts, 3 Brian Sher-
wood 29pts. Scratch Mark 
Sherwood 68. Winner of the 
Lochranza Hotel Cup Dav-
id Price170, 2 Brian Sher-
wood 158, 3 Mark Sher-
wood 153.

Fixtures: Tuesday 29 March, 

tee-off at 12pm. 

Lamlash Golf Club
Thursday 17 March, 15 Hole 
Medal, 12 played. 1 Alan 
Smith 57-8=49, 

2 Billy O’Connor 67-17=50, 
3 Drew Wales 57-5=52. There 
were twos from Alan Smith, 
Billy O’Connor and Peter 
Smith.

Fixtures: Thursday 24 March, 
15 Hole Medal, make up own 

round of Winter Stableford at 
9.30am and 11am starts. 

Look who’s 
the Big 70!

Love from Lynn, 
Nicola

Ryan and Zara

Matthew McNeish of Craigview, Kilmory 
and Jennifer Tod of Balgowan, Shiskine 

Friday11th March.

R A MCKINNIE 
As the seasons pass and we all reach major milestones in our life, 
there is always a few moments that we take to remember loved 

our beloved Robin left this world for another and indeed on the 25th 
March it would have been his 60th birthday.  

Robin meant many things to all of us husband, father, brother, uncle, 
cousin but to all of us a friend that will always share a special place 
in our hearts.  Take a moment this week and step outside and feel 
the breeze that should now have the hint of springtime and raise 
your glass or cup of tea in a toast to special man that touched our 
lives.

With love Susanne, Sarah, Andy, Mick, Rosie, Mary, clan Mckinnie 
and the cousins.

HAPPY GOLDEN 
WEDDING

ANNIVERSARY
(Friday 25th March)

MUM AND DAD

Lots of Love
RHONDA, BILLY 

SARASHJANE AND 
FAMILY X X X
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  P W L D Pts     
Catacol  15 10 2 3 33
Bar Eden 15 9 2 4 31
PT1934  15 8 4 3 27
PHT  15 8 5 2 26
Eden B  15 7 6 2 23
Drift  16 4 5 7 19
teamGoil 15 4 6 2 17
Kildonan 15 2 12 1 7
Mac’s  15 2 12 1 7

N/S 1 Evelyn Sillars and Linda Trickett +2090, 2 Jean Mur-
chie and Brenda Livingstone +1040, 3 Helen Boyd and Peter
Thompson + 970.

E/W 1 Janie Maclure and Anne McKelvie +970, 2 Janette
McBride and Pat Adamson +80, 3 Fiona Crawford and David
Henderson –610.

The results from Monday 21 March were as follows: N/S 1
J Maclure and A McKelvie +830, 2 A Bilsland and T Martin
+670, 3 E McNiven and P Thompson +520.

E/W 1E Sillars and J McBride +880, 2 H Boyd and J Murchie
+240, 3 J Barclay and JMcArthur +230.

Members are reminded that the prizegiving dinner will be
held in the clubhouse on Monday 28 March. The bar will be
open at 6pm and we plan to eat at 6.30pm.

Mixed-doubles darts at the Drift
A mixed-doubles darts competition will be held in the Drift
Inn this Friday night at 7.30pm.

All money raised from the event will go towards the Ladies
Darts League.

Catacol are still sitting at the
top of the Arran Pool League
as it draws to a close for an-
other year.

With just one more game to
play it is getting increasingly
tight at the top of the table as
Catacol have 33 points but are
closely followed by Bar Eden
with 31 and PT1934 with 27.

The last games of the season
were unfortunately played last
night (Thursday) after The
Banner had gone to press so
we do not know yet who has
won.

In the words of their captain,
Brian Miller, Catacol are ‘on
the brink of greatness’.

A win or a draw tonight
against Kildonan will win
them the league.

However, Bar Eden are just
two points behind them so if
they defeat PT1934 tonight

Arran’s rising young rugby
star, Matt Evans, played his
final match in this season’s
district programme under the

Wednesday evening.
Matt was joined by six fel-

low Kilmarnock U17 players
on the Glasgow side that faced
the daunting challenge of tak-
ing on a very physical and in
form Caledonia team.

Caledonia proved to be the
better side in the first half
running in three scores to
Glasgow’s one.

If it wasn’t for the sterling

Evans the score could have
favoured Caledonia more.

In the end Glasgow managed
to go from 19–5 down to enter

Arran Bridge Notes

Donald McEachern puts in a crunching tackle on the Paisley scrum half. 
 02_b12rug02

Arran Under 18s rugby team
put in a great performance at
the Ormidale Park last Satur-
day to take one step closer to

They beat a strong Paisley
Whitecraigs team by 10 points
to nil and now face Lenzie in
the next round of a national
Junior Bowl Competition.

Arran club president Murray
Boal said: ‘It was a great show
against a very strong team. If
we beat Lenzie next, then the
boys could be going to Mur-

‘It might not be played in the
main stadium, but it would be
a wonderful experience for
them.’

Arran scored two uncon-
verted tries from hooker Liam
Boal and fly half Donald
McEachern.

Loosehead prop Ryan Boal
was named Man of the Match
despite being dispatched to the
sin bin for an accumulation of
offences by the Arran team.

Victory over
Paisley for
Arran boysClosest end to the pool

league for years
and Catacol lose to Kildonan
then the league just might be
there’s for the taking.

League secretary Eddie Pick-
en said that everyone was still
in shock at how well Catacol
have progressed this season.

He also added that it would
be truly amazing for the north-
end team to win as in the 29
years since the league began,
Catacol have never won.

The results from last Thurs-
day were as follows: Bar Eden

6 teamGoil 4 (G), Mac’s Bar
2 Catacol 8 (G), Kildonan 4
Drift 6 (G), PHT 8 PT1934
2 (G).

Despite having a Bye on
Thursday night the Bar Eden
B team have won this year’s
gallon trophy with an impres-
sive 12 gallons of beer.

This Sunday (March 27)
the Finals Day and prize giv-
ing will take place at Kildo-
nan Hotel beginning at 3pm
prompt.

Matt finishes 
district rugby 
games on a high

Sixteen-year-old Matt 
Evans of Lamlash.

the final ten minutes 24-19
ahead and looking good to
secure victory.

However, the fates were to
prove cruel and Caledonia

scored a late try to level the
scores and then sealed the
match following the award of
a very soft penalty in front of
the posts. Final score Glasgow
24 - Caledonia 27.

Kilmarnock Rugby Club’s
development officer Stevie
Edwards said: ‘This was the
proverbial game of two halves
and it was interesting to see the
defensive qualities of the Kil-

‘None let their side down
with Matt Evans constantly
breaking up attacks in mid-

pleasing to see the game turn
Glasgow’s way in the second
half and I was very proud of
the part the Killie lads played
in this resurgence.’
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