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REPORT
by JENNIFER LYON

editor@arranbanner.co.uk

Lucky Liam 
lives to tell 
his story

Little Liam McElroy of 
Glenkiln has problems with 
the plumbing in his heart, 
and despite coming close to 
death on several occasions it 
has done little to dampen his 
amazing love for life.

The Lamlash youngster who 
celebrates his second birthday 
this Saturday on St Patrick’s 
Day clearly has some Irish 
luck behind him as he’s had 
to undergo three complicated 
heart operations in his short 
life and he was never expected 
to survive.

Diagnosed
While his mum was still 

pregnant with him, Liam 
was diagnosed with a severe 
condition known Pulmonary 
Atresia, which means two of 
his heart valves don’t work 
properly. 

At just two hours old he had 
keyhole surgery to open a 
blocked valve and it was then 
discovered two of his heart’s 

Two-year-old has undergone 
three complicated heart
operations in his short life

Liam McElroy will celebrate his second birthday on Saturday despite doctors telling 
mum Karen that he’d never survive. 01_b11lam01

pumping chambers were not 
working properly.

Within hours of his prema-
ture birth the tiny baby was 
whisked away for his first 
major heart operation and it 
was another six months be-
fore mum Karen could have 

son.
‘It’s hard to put it into words 

how it feels watching such a 
tiny baby go through some-
thing like this,’ Karen told 
The Banner.

‘We were told even before he 
was born that Liam would not 
survive. It was heartbreaking 
to watch him go through so 

life.’
Liam spent nine months in 

Yorkhill Children’s Hospital 
in Glasgow and on two occa-
sions doctors told his family 
to say goodbye.

Karen explained: ‘We sat all 
night at his bedside. We said 
our goodbyes but he came 
back to us.’ 

Dad John said that at one 
particularly bad time when 

they thought Liam wasn’t go-
ing to make it, he and Karen 
took themselves down to Ayr 
Beach to get their thoughts 
in order.

‘While walking along the 
beach Karen took out a Tup-

sand and shells,’ said John. 
Chance

‘That night we took it back to 
the hospital and the doctors let 
us put Liam’s feet into it. We 
told him he was at the beach 
because we thought he would 
never get the chance to feel 
sand between his toes.’

Remarkably that night Li-
am’s condition improved dra-
matically and ever since he’s 
been a happy, strong little 
boy. 

Karen and John and their 
four children moved to Arran 
last summer and since then 
Liam has had a new lease of 
life.

John said: ‘It’s been a new 
start for all of us, not just 
Liam. This has been a long 
journey for us all and it’s just 
amazing to see how happy 

Liam is here. Arran is the best 
possible place for him now.’ 

Liam’s journey is not over 

yet though.
When he is four he will have 

to undergo another operation 

but his mum and dad are just 
delighted to have their Lucky 
Liam still with them. 

Lamlash, Isle of Arran
www.thomsonconstruction.co.uk

Telephone: 01770 600242 
Fax: 01770 600714

John Thomson Construction Ltd
Building & Civil Engineering Contractors, Joiners & Glaziers

Full Design Service • Extensions Alterations • Repairs 

Replacement • Double Glazing • Kitchens • Roads 
& Bridges Construction • Tarmacadam & Concrete 

Surfacing • Excavation & Drainage

Any Job  Large or Small • Estimates Free

Visit our new website for full details of all our 
products and housing developments
www.thomsonconstruction.co.uk

SKIP HIRE
£120.00

inc. VAT

Tel: (01770) 600242
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The new Margaret Hart Trophy for Scottish Country Dancing. 02_b11dan01
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Chiropody @ Inspirations
Stephen Gourlay, Chiropodist, will be visiting   

 Inspirations of  Arran, Brodick, on 
SATURDAY 24 MARCH

AND SATURDAY 14 APRIL
And will be delighted to deal with all of  your Chiropody requirements.

To make an appointment, please phone: 01770 302990



www.arranbanner.co.uk THE ARRAN BANNER, Saturday, 17 March, 2012 3

It pays to
 advertise in the
ARRAN BANNER

ARDROSSAN
HARBOUR
TO YOUR DESTINATION

Mainland Taxi’s
07921 998457
01294 463556
Glasgow City Centre £40

Glasgow Airport £30

Prestwick Airport £23

Irvine Central Hospital £14

Crosshouse Hospital £20

Ayr Hospital £30

Troon Harbour £21

Kilmarnock £22

Ayr £27
For other quotes just ask!
Friendly Reliable Service
www.mainland-taxis.co.uk
7 SEATER WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE VEHICLE 
AVAILABLE

ALEX BAIRD
DOUBLE GLAZING

Windows, Doors 
Patio/French Doors, Composite Doors

Porches/Sunrooms
No freebies just down to earth prices

01290 420587 or 07775 594115
www.alexbairddoubleglazing-cumnock.co.uk

SAVE MONEY BY FITTING
ENERGY RATED WINDOWS

VIEW THESE WINDOWS AT RHANNA, WHITING BAY

The new Montrose House fa-
cility took one step closer this 
week when an archaeological 
evaluation was carried out on 
the site.

The council-run residential 
home for older people was 
built in Brodick 1973 and 
currently houses 24 residents. 
But in February 2011, the 
Executive of North Ayrshire 
Council agreed that it was no 

A site was found for a new-
build replacement, just a cou-
ple of hundred yards further 
along Glencloy Road. Al-

it had been zoned for residen-
tial purposes in the Replace-
ment Local Plan. 

A sum of £500,000 was 
set aside for purchase of the 
1.65acre plot, with £70,000 
being designated for upgrad-
ing of the road.

Mystery visitors 
wanted for Ayrshire 
and Arran hospitals

Arran is going be invaded by 
Commandos on Monday 16 
April.

Men of 3 Commando Bri-
gade will invade the beach in 
Sannox Bay in landing craft 
on that day. This will be part 
of Exercise Joint Warrior and 
the landing forces will not be 
advancing from the beach.

Captain Sammy Craig of 51 
Scottish Brigade said: ‘The 
Ministry of Defence will be 
conducting a large-scale ex-
ercise on the West coast of 
Scotland between 10 April 
and 13 May. 

‘The exercise will involve 
elements of 16 Air Assault 
Brigade including 3 Com-
mando Brigade. 3 Comman-
do Brigade will carry out an 
amphibious landing on the 
Isle of Arran within Sannox 
Bay. 

‘The ground troops will not 
leave the beach area.’

Captain Craig went on to say 
that islanders would witness 
military activity in the air and 
at sea, but there should be no 
ground troops on Arran.

Any complaints about low 

to MoD Complaints and En-
quiries Unit, Air Staff, White-
hall, London, telephone 020 
7218 6020.

North Ayrshire Council have 
committed to £650,000 of 
Arran road improvements in 
the coming year, according 
to head of infrastructure and 
design Angus Bodie. 

At a meeting of the coun-
cil’s Area Committee in 
Lamlash last Thursday Mr 
Bodie told the group that he 
was committed to a pro-
gramme of repairs.

He said: ‘Our programme 
of funding has been con-

basis instead of the tradi-
tional one year.

‘This allows us to plan 
much further ahead and in-
corporate the effect of things 
like RET into our budget.’

He added: ‘RET will signif-
icantly increase the number 
of cars to the island so a 
major downside to it will be 
the increase in road use. 

‘We welcome increased 
ferry use but it will result 
in more work for our Roads 
Department.’ 

Thank you to all those who 
donated money to charity 
following the death of Peter 
Roberts.

The sum of £615 was raised 
and £205 will be sent to a 
bowel cancer charity, ArCaS 
and HMS Gannet. 

Digging up the past 
for Montrose House

Claire Williamson of Rathmell Archaeology and Jill Law 
of NAC Estate Surveys at the site for a new Montrose 
House in Glencloy.    02_b11dig01

Now Rathmell Archaeology 
of Kilwinning has been con-
tracted by NAC to carry out 
a survey of the site to identify 
if there are likely to be any 
ancient artefacts that need to 
be recovered and recorded 
before building can start.

On Monday, Claire Wil-
liamson and Peter Fleming 
of Rathmell were joined by 
Jill Law of NAC Estate Sur-
veys to examine the subsoil 
in trenches dug across the site 
by John Thomson Construc-
tion.

When the Banner visited the 
site on Monday morning, the 
trenches were clean-cut with 
no obvious sign of ancient 
human activity. 

When the new building is 
completed, the existing Mon-
trose House will be demol-
ished to make way for afford-
able housing.

Would you like to be a mys-
tery visitor?

NHS Ayrshire and Arran are 
seeking volunteers to act as 
mystery shoppers in a new 
initiative aimed at improv-
ing the experience of people 
using health services such as 
hospitals and medical cen-
tres.

An NHS spokesperson 
said: ‘In the healthcare in-
dustry mystery visitors pose 
as patients’ friends or family 
members to assess the quality 
of patient and public experi-

ences in health facilities. 
‘The mystery visitor does 

not interact with patients or 
enter patient rooms or bed-
ded wards. They are prepared 
with a believable scenario 
strictly protecting their identi-
ty. Their observations include 
staff response times, interper-
sonal skills and knowledge of 
procedure and policy.’

Anyone wishing to take part 
as a mystery visitor should 
contact Donna Murray of 
NHS Ayrshire and Arran on 
01292 513669.

Any ancient artefacts?

Commando
invasion in 
Sannox Bay

Roads budget 
confirmed

Donation
thanks

It pays to advertise in
 the Arran Banner 

APAWS thanks Follow us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbanner

Valerie and Collette would 
like to thank everyone who 
came to the afternoon tea on 
Sunday 4 March.

A grand total of £279 was 
raised for APAWS, Arran’s 
local cat charity.

This money will go towards 
the welfare of cats.



4 THE ARRAN BANNER, Saturday, 17 March, 2012  www.arranbanner.co.uk

It pays to advertise in
 the Arran Banner 

8-seater taxis available

Ardrossan Harbour to:

Glasgow Airport
£30.00

Prestwick Airport
£25.00

Return bookings and other 
prices on request.

Scottish Franchise of the Year 1999/2000
UK Entrepreneur of the year 2001/2002

The Arran Society of Glasgow annual dinner at the Kinloch Hotel on Saturday night; 
from left, Catherine Murchie, Fiona Hume, Nicol Hume, Mary Brown and guest 
speaker Kirsty Wark.     02_b11soc01

Only seven members of the 
public attended a meeting 
of the Ardrossan and Arran, 
Saltcoats and Stevenston Area 
Committee last Thursday in 
the Arran Outdoor Centre at 
Clauchlands, Lamlash.

This monthly meeting of the 
Committee is usually held on 
Arran once a year, but last 
year it was cancelled because 
there weren’t enough coun-
cillors who could attend to 
make it viable.

Six councillors attended the 
meeting last week though, 
which was chaired by the 
island’s councillor, Margie 
Currie.

The Arran Civic Trust is organising a talk by Tim Pomeroy 
on his life and work at the Ormidale Pavilion on Thursday 29 
March at 7.30pm.

Tim is an internationally known artist and sculptor who lives 
in Lamlash.

All are welcome.

The very last meeting of Corrie and Sannox Wednesday 
Club was held on March 7 in the village hall when members 
held their club AGM.

After business was discussed, they we were entertained 
by the children of Corrie and Sannox Primary School who 
gave a very varied programme of singing, dancing and po-
etry reading.

The Wednesday Club is very grateful to Mrs Kelly and her 
staff for bringing them along to the meeting.

Isla Blair, spokesman for the club, said: ‘I should like to 
take this opportunity to thank everyone at the Wednesday 
Club for all their kindness and friendship over the years 
with a very special thank you to Elma and Stevie for keep-
ing me right.

‘I look forward to seeing you all on June 1.’  
The club summer outing this year will be on Friday 1 June 

and when members and friends will be going to Loch Lo-
mond Shores at Balloch.

There is something for everyone on this trip with a shop-
ping mall with a great many different stores, including ‘Jen-
ners’.  There is also an aquarium and a sea life centre.

They will be leaving on the 8.20am boat and be picked up 
at Ardrossan.

Anyone wishing to attend please let Elma know on 
810268.

The Annual Dinner of the Ar-
ran Society of Glasgow was 
held in the Kinloch Hotel last 
Saturday 12 March.

It was well attended by 119 
guests who were piped in by 
Willie Robertson. 

Society President, Mary 
Margaret Brown, welcomed 
everyone, introduced the top 
table and Grace was said by 
Stewart Lambie.

In her Toast to the Society, 
Mary highlighted the contin-
uing work and the many ways 

its aims and objectives. This 
includes the annual High 
School awards and the provi-

many qualifying applicants. 
Pirnmill primary school pu-

pils, in their centenary year, 
had designed a tartan and a 
swatch was on show.

Mary spoke of the sadness 
at the death of Nan Murchie 
and how the society would 
like to commemorate her 
memory with an appropriate 
annual award. 

She thanked all her fellow 
directors for their support, 
past presidents Russell Dun-
can and David Oakes for guid-
ance, Catherine Murchie for 
organising the dinner, Sheila 
Gilmore for arranging the 
speakers and entertainment 
and Gilbert Anderson for the 

Glasgow for meetings of the 
Society’s Directorate.

Arran Society of Glasgow
dinner held at
the Kinloch

The Toast to the Isle of Ar-
ran was proposed by Kirsty 
Wark, a well-known TV 
presenter and journalist. She 
spoke of her great affection 
for Arran and the effect the 
war had on the island. She 
has almost completed writ-
ing a book based on Arran 
with research assistance from 
Stuart Gough at the Heritage 
Museum.

Brodick’s own Nicol Hume 
replied competently to 
Kirsty’s toast. He spoke of 
his own Arran heritage and 
followed on with a witty an-
ecdote concerning two of his 
very good school friends. His 
wife Fiona accompanied him 
to the dinner.  

Entertainment was provided 

School pupils, accompanied 
by their music teacher, David 
Lambert.

Iain Clarke, Finlay Murchie 
and Fraser Blain played a va-
riety of musical instruments 
throughout the evening and 
Katharine O’Donnelly sang 
beautifully.  

This was followed with an 
excerpt from Tam O’Shanter 
recited eloquently by Struan 
Robertson.

Secretary Catherine Mur-
chie said: ‘A most enjoyable 
evening concluded with a 
vote of thanks to the Chair by 
David Oakes.

‘Grateful thanks go to every-
one who contributed to make 

the evening such a success.
We look forward to seeing 

everyone in 2013 when the 
Dinner will be in Arran, on 
Saturday 9 March, a date for 
your diaries.’ 

Catherine Murchie is the 
Secretary of the Society 
and any requests for assist-
ance can be sent to her at 4 
Whitelee Crescent, Newton 
Mearns, Glasgow, G77 6UH 
or e-mail catherine.murchie@
btinternet.com

Wednesday Club ends Council meet in 
Outdoor Centre

There were just seven mem-
bers of the public present to 
hear important Arran issues 
discussed.

Agenda
Items on the agenda in-

cluded a report on the Arran 
Youth Foundation, council 
plans to increase tourism on 
Arran, last year’s Maritime 
Festival and roads. 

Representatives from Strath-
clyde Police and Strathclyde 
Fire and Rescue gave reports, 
and Fiona Brown, NAC 

update on the campaign to 
re-instate Kilbride Church in 
Lamlash Cemetery. 

Sculptor to address Trust 

The Ardrossan and Arran, Saltcoats and Stevenston 
Area Committee last Thursday in the Arran Outdoor 
Centre at Clauchlands, Lamlash. 02_b09out01
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Why are there still no
crofting tenancies on Arran?

Arran’s first 
search and 
rescue dog
remembered
In last week’s Banner we re-
ported that local members 
of the Scottish Search and 
Rescue Dog Association 
(SARDA) will celebrate 35 
years of search dogs on Arran 
later this year.

John Rhead of Kilmory got 
in touch after reading the ar-
ticle, as he was lucky enough 
to share many days on the hill 

rescue dog – and his owner 
Brian Boal. 

John said: ‘To this day, I 
feel that I had a privileged 
introduction to the Arran hills 
because of them.

‘On a lighter note, I also ac-
companied them on a training 
trip to a snowy Cairngorms 

Max, a German Shepherd, was Arran’s first Search and Rescue Dog. 

where Brian convinced me 
to be a ‘body’. To that end I 
was buried in a snow hole and 
awaited rescue or death! 

‘For my efforts I was kindly 
rewarded with a sweater with 
SARDA emblazoned across 
the front. I wore it with 
pride.’

Approached
John added: ‘A few days af-

ter, when helping out behind 

approached by a bleary eyed 
Ayrshire gent. After a mazy 
stagger to the bar he eyed my 
sweater, thrust a pint glass in 
my direction and demanded a 
‘pint o’ lager SANDRA’.’

In 1977 Brian Boal of Brod-

Arran, a German Shepherd 
called Max.

To commemorate Max and 
35 years of search dogs on Ar-
ran, Brian donated a picture 
of Max - with the SARDA 
badges awarded to the dog - a 
framed copy of Max’s amaz-
ing life story and the original 

was awarded, for the Arran 
Mountain Rescue Team to 
display.

John said: ‘Thanks Brian for 
some great times on and off 
the hill but as you stole the 
show in The Banner picture 
last week, I thought it might 
be a nice idea if the real star 
of the show could feature in 
this week’s.’  

Arran farmers campaign-
ing for the creation of croft-
ing tenancies have contacted 
the Banner to highlight their 
plight.

However, they are reluctant 
-

tracting the critical attention 
of their current landlords’.

In 2010, new Crofting Sta-
tus was granted to Arran and 
in March 2011, the Scottish 
Tenant Farmers Association 
held a meeting at Blackwater-
foot to mark the centenary of 
the Small Land Holders Act 
of 1911. The panel of speak-
ers included Sir Crispin Ag-
new QC and Archie McNab 
of the Crofters Commission. 
The aim of the meeting was 
to assist small land-holders 
on Arran in their conversion 
to crofts. It is estimated that 
there are about 16 such small-
holdings on Arran.  

Those small landholders at-
tempting conversion to crofts 

slow. The condition of hav-
ing to agree compensation 
with the landowner regarding 
any loss in the value of the 
tenancy has been one of the 

by current applicants for new 
crofts.

No new crofts have been es-
tablished by tenants of small-
holdings to date.

Problems arise particularly 
when a tenant is negotiating 
with a landowner unwilling 
to consider either selling or 
converting any of his small-
holdings to crofting tenure.

If no agreement is reached 
with a landlord regarding 
compensation then small 
holders have to resort to the 
Scottish Land Court to ap-
point valuers to try and re-
solve the lack of agreement 
on compensation. 

Consequently there are 
concerns that small holders 
might face a long and expen-
sive legal battle. The present 
situation is a far cry from the 
meeting held at Lamlash on 

1 October 2007 when Mike 
Russell announced his in-
tention to right a wrong that 

years previously.
However the STFA as well 

as raising the plight of the 
tenant farmers in Arran, has 
now heightened awareness 
with the Rural Affairs Climate 
Change &Environment Com-
mittee and asked its members 
to look at evidence as to why 
this is not happening.

Arran smallholders have 
spoken with members of this 
committee who have given 
them an assurance that they 
will review the topic of land 
reform later this year and ex-
amine the reasons for the lack 
of crofting tenancies being 
created on Arran.

The public consultation in to what Arran people want from 
the community woodland on Brodick Hill will last all week 
from Saturday 17 March.

The aim is to gather views on what people want from the 
community woodland and it is being organised by Forestry 
Commission Scotland and the charity, Roots of Arran Com-
munity Woodland.

A drop-in day at Brodick Library will be held on Friday 23 
March from 10am to 7.30pm for the public to talk over plans 
with Forestry Commission staff and trustees of Arran Com-
munity Woodland.

Woodland consultation
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Rolling back the years at NAGS party

Grand day out 
to Ingliston 
for Arran
Riding Club 
Fifteen members of the Arran 
Riding Club made a special 
trip last Saturday to Ingliston 
Country Club and Eques-
trian Centre near Bishopton.

Arran Riding Club members outside Ingliston Country Club with International Show 
Jumper Ellen Whitaker.

Arran Riding Club members outside Ingliston Country Club. 

Ellie Miller on the horse simulator.

The day consisted of a tour of 
the incredible facilities which 
include an international-sized 
indoor arena, indoor viewing 
gallery for 360 people, indoor 

warm-up arena, all-weather 
outdoor arena, all-weather 
warm-up arena linked to main 
outdoor arena, permanent sta-
bling for 150 horses as well 
as a health spa and luxury 
lodges.
The riding club members 

then had the chance to expe-
rience a horse simulator that 
helps to improve balance, co-
ordination and posture.

Lunch
A lovely lunch then followed 

in the Palomino restaurant 
where the club could sit and 
enjoy lunch while still be able 
to watch the BS Senior show 
jumping show that was taking 
place in the International In-
door Arena.
After a spot of shopping in 

the Flying Change equestrian 
shop the members continued 

to watch the show jumping 
where Aileen Craig – who 
regularly visits Arran to teach 
the club - was competing in 
various show jumping class-
es.

The day was ended on a 

Arran’s ageing movers and shakers are look-
ing forward to rolling back the years at the 
30th anniversary NAGS party in Whiting Bay 
Hall on Saturday 31 March.

The popular Whiting Bay watering hole 
opened in March 1982 under the guardianship 
of Ronnie and Denise Mann. This enterprise 

wine bar and bistro service, compared to the 
traditional bars elsewhere on Arran. 

Marc Head, Ronnie’s co-conspirator 30 
years ago, is behind this celebration event but 
claims: ‘I was only a barman, and not a very 
good one at that!’

something that Arran had never seen before 
by offering longer licensing hours, big screen 
movie entertainment, a disco and live music 
venue, and a wide range of bistro food, plus 
a full-size snooker table.

Popularity
At its height of popularity, people had to 

queue outside and wait for one person to 
come out before another one could go in.

For 14 years, NAGS was the place to be, 

Now the young at heart have an opportunity 
to relive those memories from the eighties, 
and to raise some much-needed funds for the 
village hall.

huge high when the mem-
bers got the chance to have 
their photo taken with Inter-
national Show Jumper Ellen 
Whitaker who was attending 
the four-day competition at 
Ingliston.

Ellen is currently ranked 
13th in the UK and is work-
ing hard to achieve her goal 
of attending the 2012 Olym-
pics.

The day was a huge success 
and enjoyed by everyone.

Claim online at
www.bosch-home.co.uk

Get up to
£100 cashback*

This little piggy went yippeeeeeeeeee all the way home!

ARRAN DOMESTIC SERVICE CENTRE
THE DOUGLAS CENTRE, BRODICK. Tel: 01770 302909
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Arran schools
celebrate a
love of books 
Youngsters from all across 
Arran have joined children 
in more than 100 countries in 
celebrating a love of books.Children from Brodick Nursery enjoy World Book Day at Arran Library. 

Joanna Miggin. 

Joanna Miggin, Kirsty Crawford, Isla Hill and Murdo 
McDonald.

Lee Smith and Gavin Anderson.

Lennon Ferguson.

Matthew McAllister. 

William Marshall.

Alex Muir. Scott MacKay.

Thursday 1 March was 
World Book Day and schools 
across the globe – and even 
closer to home – took part in 
events to help children to en-
joy the written world.

Now in its 15th year, World 
Book Day aims to encourage 
children to explore the pleas-
ures of books and reading.

Children from Brodick 
Nursery had a great time 
dressing up as their favourite 
characters when they visited 
Arran Library for fun and sto-
ries during World Book Day. 

Fairy princesses battled it 

out with superheroes and pi-
rates and there were also four 
Buzz Lightyears!

Some of the youngsters 
were so enthused that they 
signed up as library members
straight away.

Thanks go to Library Man-
ager, Susanna Talbot for ar-
ranging such an enjoyable 
visit.

World Book Day happily 
coincided with a delivery 
of new books to Arran High 
School Library and Miss 
Nicol’s class, 1C2, enjoyed 

ARRAN HERITAGE MUSEUM
AGM

On Thursday 22 March at 2.30pm in Brodick Church Hall
Please note changed time

After the main business an opportunity to see one of 
the Museum’s latest acquisitions the 

Arran Memories.
Come and hear about YOUR museum.
Non-members warmly invited to attend.



press policy
WE AT The Arran Banner do our utmost to make sure that all our reports 
are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on occasion, mistakes 
can occur in the hectic process of producing a local newspaper.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in print. 
The 

Arran Banner, Brodick, Arran giving your day-time telephone number 
where possible. 

This statement of policy will appear on this page every week along with 

The Arran Banner adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s Code 
of Conduct.  The views expressed in The Arran Banner are not necessarily 
those of the The Oban Times Group.

your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 
words in length for publication on this page. The 
editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses 
must be supplied, including on e-mails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime telephone number is also 
required for verification. Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact telephone number will not 
be printed. Please write or fax to: Letters Page, The 
Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran. 
E-mail editor@arranbanner.co.uk

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Arran
Deliveries
Glasgow Depot
Arran Deliveries
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow G14 OHB

Arran Deliveries
The Parcel Point
Harbour Road, 
Ardrossan
North Ayrshire 
KA22 8BZ

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
Daily collection throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and surrounding districts

Tel: 01475 676 255
Fax: 01294 469 492

Open Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm
Accepting goods destined 
for the island

We deliver the goods
not excuses
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‘Come to Me and listen to My words; hear Me and you will 
have life.’ (Isaiah 55:3)

Trust refuses path
Sir,
I also wrote to the National 
Trust to ask why they had 
refused to allow a narrow 
section of their land to be 
used for the proposed multi-
user path to Corrie. I enclose 
a copy of the reply I re-
ceived from a Mr Levinthal.
In my letter I stressed how 
important this path would be 
in reducing accidents on this 
cruel and unforgiving road 
and how this path should 
be seen as a wonderful op-
portunity for them and not a 
threat as it would bring more 
customers to their business 
which is currently losing 
£250,000 a year. 

This path would be of 
-

cause tourists want active 
holidays and would also be 

opportunity of having safe 
walking and cycling be-
tween Brodick and Corrie.
I have discussed the contents 
of Mr Levinthal’s letter with 
people who work in the Trust, 
and with some of Arran’s 
movers and shakers, and their 
unanimous opinion is that the 
Trust are being precious about 
their front garden and that the 
plant viral infection is not the 
real reason they do not want 
the proposed route. 

It would apparently not be 

metre wide walled stretch 
of path in their grounds.
Yours,
Colin Guthrie
Brodick

Edited reply from Mr Lev-
inthal referred to by Mr 
Guthrie:

First of all, may I please 
assure you that the National 

-
ing against the plans to build 
a cycle path per se.

As I am sure you are aware, 
the National Trust for Scot-
land was not consulted on the 
proposals or its alignment by 
either the Council or its con-
sultants.

We were presented with the 
scheme as a fait accompli.

Having looked at the plans, 
I do believe that it is grossly 
over-engineered and would 
involve a number of serious 
but unresolved issues, such 
as the alteration of a Category 

A-listed bridge on our land.
Also, the presence of Phy-

tophthera Ramorum at Brod-
ick is not alleged, but a fact.

We have met with the con-
sultants and suggested a 
number of alternatives which 
would bring cyclists closer to 
the Castle. 

We have suggested, as have 
others, that a speed restric-
tion be imposed on the road 
by our estate as a mitigation 
measure.

To be blunt, the Council 
have been unwilling to en-
gage in any of this but we 
continue to try. 

In effect, I would argue that 
it is not the National Trust for 
Scotland who are to blame 
for the current situation but 
the local authority and their 
consultants, who by their lack 
of consultation and engage-
ment and their unwillingness 
to consider alternatives are at 
the heart of the problem.

Yours sincerely,
Terry Levinthal
Director, 
Conservation Services
and Projects

Ornament not 
claimed
Sir,
Two weeks ago you reported 
on the glass ornament left in 
our car.

It is still not claimed. We 
will give it to the police at the 
end of the week.

It is easy to give the wrong 
impression.

We have excellent shops in 
Blackwaterfoot and do not 
make ‘regular trips’ to the 
Co-op.

In fact our dividend last year 
was all of £2.

So, if anyone else wants to 

Yours,
Vic Iutz
Blackwaterfoot
Students from
Missouri

Sir,
Last August I brought a 

class of six college students 
to the Isle of Arran as part of 
a Travel Journalism class. 

We stayed nine days at the 
Lochranza Youth Hostel be-
fore going to Loch Lomond, 
Glasgow, and Edinburgh. I 

wanted to share some of the 
student’s work with you on 
their web site: http://travel-
journalismscotland.weebly.
com/photovideos.html .

Webster University is a 
small liberal arts college 
in St Louis, Missouri. The 
class was a two-week Study 
Abroad class in the School of 
Communications.

My grandmother Annie 
Cordiner was schoolmistress 
in Sliddery for many years, 
so I grew up hearing about 
Arran from my mother, Nan 
Hay Cordiner Williams. 

The students loved their time 
on the island, and thought it 
was the best part of the trip! 
I hope to bring another group 
of students this August.

Yours,
Linda Williams
Academic Advisor
Webster University

Drama great - roads 
horrific
Sir,
I visited your island for a 
week and had a very good 
two nights at the Arran Dra-
ma Festival in Lamlash.

Many thanks go to Mary 
Young and Sheila Gilmore 
for the great performances 
from their juniors.

The only very bad thing I 
-

land was the condition of the 
main roads. 

never seen anything like 
them.

Yours,
Billy Hutcheson
Monroe Close
Woolston
Warrington

Spring has sprung
Sir, 
Do not panic! There will be a 
Spring Bulb Show this year.  

As a result of the severe 
winter in 2010/11 it was only 

by members that last year’s 
show was a success.

The committee in their
wisdom decided to make 
this year’s show later and 
wouldn’t you just know it na-
ture fought back and gave us 
a mild winter this time.

The show will be held at 
Brodick Hall on Saturday 
31 March and please could 

we have another effort from 
members and ask that you
bring along your greenery; 
be they garden plants, house 

Tea and sticky buns will be 
available as usual and com-
mittee members will be avail-
able at the hall from 9am to 
accept the exhibits.

The show is open to mem-
bers and non-members of the 
Society and don’t forget that 
there is a thriving children’s 
section.

Look out for the advert in 
The Banner.

Yours,
Jim Cassels
Secretary
Arran Horticultural
Society

£100,000 house!
Sir, 
I am currently working on 
a series, which has a work-
ing title of ‘The £100,000 
House’.

The aim is to show that 
once you’ve bought a plot of 
land, how do you then build 
the house of your dreams 
on a maximum budget of 
£100,000?

How ingenious and creative 
do you have to be not only 
with the architectural plans 
but with building materials 
and processes?

We are currently looking 
for people to talk to - couples, 
families, individuals - who 
have purchased a plot of land, 
have planning permission in 
place and are ready to start 
building their home. 

If you are interested in 

project, Remarkable Televi-
sion would like to hear from 
you.

Please get in touch, sending 
your name, contact number 
and a brief outline of your 
project to the following e-
mail address: house@en-
demoluk.com

Alternatively you can call 
us on 03335 777 778.

Yours, 
Lisa Evans
Researcher
Endemol UK

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/arranbanner

Archaeology key to Arran’s past
It was fascinating to see a group of archaeologists at work 
in Glen Cloy this week as they evaluated the area where 
the new Montrose House is to be built. 

Rathmell Archaeology of Kilwinning has been contracted 
by NAC to carry out a survey of the site to identify if there 
are likely to be any ancient artefacts that need to be recov-
ered and recorded before building can start.

When The Banner visited the site on Monday morning, 
the trenches were clean-cut with no obvious sign of ancient 
human activity – but that’s not to say that some ancient hu-
man activity isn’t lurking below the surface. 

Arran’s ancient past has helped to shape the island that 
you see before you today. 

The history of human occupation on Arran can be traced 
as far back as the Neolithic period between 4,500BC and 
2,000BC.

-
tems can be found on the island. 

But their most distinct legacy is in the form of stone cir-
cles, standing stones and cairns and the most dramatic of 
these can be seen at Machrie Moor where there are six 
stone circles all within a short distance of each other.

It is only through archaeology that we have been able to 
uncover this human past on Arran and understand what ef-
fect these people have had on the island we live on today. 

Archaeology is the means whereby we are able to extend 
our knowledge of human history beyond the limits of writ-
ten records. 

In some parts of the world - North America for exam-
ple - written history goes back only a few centuries; and, 
throughout the world, inscriptions on stone and clay tablets 
are only a few millennia old. 

Such meagre records encompass only a small fraction of 
the human story. Archaeology gives us access to the entire 
spectrum of human experience, spanning more than sev-
eral million years in Africa. 

This enormous time depth offers the potential to study 
long-term cultural processes, such as the rise and fall of 
civilizations, and the opportunity to learn the lessons of 
countless cultures. 

Moreover, historical archaeology can supplement or clar-
ify the knowledge gleaned from more traditional histories. 

Finally, by increasing our understanding and appreciation 
of the achievements of ancient cultures archaeology can 

Something that could come in very handy this year if 
tourist numbers continue to fall. 
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Arran

Arran’s 
wonderful scenery 
provides the 
perfect backdrop 
to your special day

www.arranbanner.co.uk THE ARRAN BANNER, Saturday, 17 March, 2012 9

Whether you live on the 
island or simply enjoy 

spending time here, Arran is 
one of the most beautiful places 
in the world to celebrate your 
marriage.

All year round Arran’s won-
derful scenery provides the per-
fect backdrop to your special 
day and with a host of stunning 
venues to choose from, a wed-
ding on Arran is sure to be one 
to remember.

Choosing your wedding venue 
is the most important decision 
you will make when planning 
your marriage especially if your 
ceremony and reception are to 
be held in the same place.

Nearly all of Arran’s villages 
have charming churches that are 
ideal for a traditional marriage 
ceremony.

From the stunning red sand-
stone facade of St Brides in 
Brodick to the scenic St Brides 
in Lochranza – each Arran 
church is perfect for a wedding.

Each Arran minister and priest 
will be more than happy to meet 
with you and discuss the plans 
for your big day. 

 For those that would prefer a 
civil marriage, the registry office 
in Lamlash is the ideal location.

Looking across Lamlash Bay 
to the impressive mound of 
Holy Isle from the wedding 
suite, the registrar can carry out 
the ceremony to suit each indi-
vidual couple’s request.

Whether you are planning 
your civil ceremony to take place 
in the registrar’s office in Lam-
lash or at a venue approved for 
civil ceremonies elsewhere on 
the island, you can choose to 
personalise your ceremony.

You should contact the regis-
trar Susan Barr well in advance 
to book your wedding.  

This is very important to se-
cure the date and to discuss your 
ceremony.  

There are lots of venues for 
civil marriages on Arran and 
Susan will be able to give you 
a list of approved places where 
civil marriages can be carried 
out by registrars. 

If you would like your wedding 
to be somewhere more unusual 
– perhaps on a favourite hillside 
or on the beach – you can ap-

ply for a temporary approval for 
a civil marriage within North 
Ayrshire. 

 Creating a website that will 
help you plan and share the de-
tails of your wedding day is a 
great way of keeping family and 
friends up-to-date.  

Tom and his team at eyespace.
co.uk can build your wedding 
website for you and then allow 
you, if you wish, to manage your 
own site once it has been built. 

Tom will provide you with 
training for this or alternatively 
he can arrange to maintain and 
update your website for you.

He offers different shared 
hosting packages with their own 
websites, and they will back up 
your website weekly for the first 
year. 

 Arran has a wealth of wonder-
ful places to hold your wedding 
reception after the marriage cer-
emony.

The charming Kinloch Ho-
tel in Blackwaterfoot is set in 
a stunning location with pano-
ramic sea and mountain views 
on Arran’s west coast.

The hotel is an ideal setting for 
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any wedding whether you plan 
to get married in the nearby 
church or in the hotel itself. 

The ceremony can be held in 
the beautiful grounds set against 
the backdrop of the sea.

And there is a dedicated wed-
ding coordinator on hand to as-
sist you in all the planning.

With its large ballroom that 
looks across the Kilbrannan 
Sound, the Kinloch is a wonder-
ful place to celebrate your mar-
riage.

 The Big Wooden House in 
Brodick is a unique, large Arts 
and Crafts country house per-
fect for a wedding weekend. 

It offers luxury self-catering 

accommodation with its gener-
ously proportioned public areas, 
grand piano, log fire, luxurious 
kitchen and bathrooms.

Licensed for all ceremonies, 
they can provide space for a 
wedding with anything from 
eight to 80 guests. 

With its idyllic setting in Brod-
ick Bay this is a magical place to 
celebrate your wedding. 

 Situated in the heart of Brod-
ick, Arran on a Plate is a won-
derful site to host your wedding 
reception.

The restaurant has an intimate 
feel to it yet has space for larger 
wedding parties. 

Staff here will go out of their 
way to help make your special 
day be really extraordinary. 

You can book the entire 
premises for your exclusive use 
or, for a smaller reception, mini-
mise costs by booking only the 
tables you require.

They can provide everything 
from excellent catering with 
affordable bubbly, to the micro-
phone for your speeches. 

 When it comes to planning a 
wedding day feast outwith one 
of Arran’s hotels there are many 
options.

If you want to hold your wed-
ding reception in one of Arran’s 
handsome village halls then 
Catacol Bay Hotel is the island’s 
only outside caterer.

Offering buffets to suit any 
size of wedding party from small 
and intimate to large and grand, 
the food is the perfect addition 
to any wedding day.

Dave and his dedicated team 
also provide bars for weddings 
to make sure your guests are ca-
tered for all day long.

A Taste of Galloway from 
Thornhill is a professional ca-
tering specialist that provides a 
unique wedding day feast of hog 
roasts and barbeques for all wed-
dings and events. 

Producers of their own high 
quality meat, this is a treat for all 
food fans.

They strive to provide excel-
lence in everything that they 
serve and wedding menus range 
from their delicious beef to sal-

Photo by 
Andy Surridge
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ads, chutneys and delicious rolls 
and breads.

When getting married it can 
be a lovely idea to add some mu-
sic to your wedding ceremony. 

To make your wedding extra 
special, why not add some magic 
with the romantic sound of the 
Celtic Harp. 

Locally based Amanda Hunt-
er is a supremely talented Clar-
sach/Celtic Harp player

And she is available for wed-
dings, civil ceremonies, other 
events and tuition. 

When getting married in 
Scotland it is a wonderful idea 
to have a ceilidh band to per-
form at your wedding recep-
tion.

The Kilbride Ceilidh Band is 
made up of local musicians and 
they will make sure your wed-
ding starts with a fling.

This is traditional Scottish 
ceilidh dancing at its best and 
they will ensure that you and 
your wedding guests have a 
party to remember. 

Prince William and Kate 
Middleton asked their wed-
ding guests to donate money to 
charity rather than buy them a 
present. 

But while they are following 
the lead of other modern cou-
ples, the wedding list contin-
ues to thrive, even if today it 
is often more about upgrading 
goods that you already own.

There are some superb shops 
and boutiques on Arran that 
offer a gift list service for you.

Buntys in Brodick offers a 
great selection of home acces-
sories ranging from delightful 
ornaments and quirky knick-
knacks to hand painted furni-
ture that would look amazing 
in any home.

Wedding gift lists are avail-
able too so that you can ensure 
your guests are left guessing 
what to buy.  

Jolly Molly is also located in 
Brodick and sells gifts and ac-
cessories mainly for the home.

The shop also has a collection 
of unusual gift items not found 
on the high street that make 

Photo by 
Andy Surridge



idea wedding presents including 
keepsakes, decorations, accesso-
ries, scarves and bags.

Friday’s Child at Home Farm 
just outside Brodick is one of Ar-
ran’s newest gift shops and it is 
piled high with quirky and inter-
esting gifts.

With it’s unusual collection of 
knick-knacks for the home as well 
as gorgeous gifts for all ages from 
young children all the way up, this 
is a wonderful shop to visit.

The Curtain House in Lamlash 
is a gem of a boutique offering 
everything from soft furnishings, 
made-to-measure curtains and 
blinds as well as lovely gifts for 
the home.

Here your wedding guests will 
find delightful gift ideas ranging 
from candlesticks and candle-
holders to coastal inspired orna-
ments, cushions and throws. 

It is an ideal place for any couple 
to find gifts for their ideal home. 

 ‘Turning dreams into lasting 
memories’ – that is what local 
photographer Andy Surridge be-
lieves his job is on your wedding 
day.

Combining chic black and 
white as well as colour, he aims 
to create a contemporary, stylish 
and complete story of your wed-
ding day.

Every single wedding is differ-
ent but Andy will ensure he gives 
you a collection of beautiful im-
ages as a record of your day. 

Offering a discreet, flexible and 
friendly service, this is wedding 
photography to treasure from 
one of Scotland’s most beautiful 
islands. 

 One of the main events of your 
wedding day will be when you get 
to cut your wedding cake in front 
of all your friends and family.  

Adele from Whiting Bay can 

create cakes to make every mouth 
water.

Specialising in delicious home-
made iced cupcakes, Adele can 
supply a beautiful tower of these 
scrumptious cakes that can be 
decorated to your own choice and 
theme. 

 For most brides and grooms 
to be, flowers are one of the most 
important aspects of a wedding. 

Choosing arrangements to suit 
your wedding can be confus-
ing but Eleanor and her team at 
Eleanor’s Flowers in Brodick will 
guide you through the selections 
and create flowers to compliment 
your dream wedding.

 Getting your guests back to 
their hotel or own homes after 
your wedding can be a bit of a 
worry.

Hendry Private Hire in Brod-
ick offers a range of vehicles that 
can seat anything from two to 12 
people.

They can ferry your guests to 
and from your wedding venue and 
take away the stress of making sure 
everyone gets home safely. 
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Whatever kind of wedding you 
are planning – small and intimate 
or large and grand – the Isle of 
Arran is the perfect location. 

With its romantic scenery and 
picturesque venues, you are bound 
to have a wedding to remember.

Photo by Andy Surridge



www.arranbanner.co.uk THE ARRAN BANNER, Saturday, 17 March, 2012 13

THIS MONTH IN 
SCOTTISH FIELD...
FORGED IN 
FIFE – 
Artist David 
Mach on 
his school 
of hard 
knocks
READ...
EIGG’S LONE 
PIPER
Why 
America 
loves our 
deerhounds
THE TITANIC’S SCOTS 
SCAPEGOAT
The year’s best wildlife 
images
CRAPPIT COD & SHEEP HEID - 
SCOTTISH CUISINE RETURNS
Inside Drumlanrig with The 
Duke of Buccleuch
10 OF THE BEST APRIL FOOLS OF ALL TIME

SUBSCRIBE
TODAY... AND RECEIVE 

A FREE BUFFALO LEATHER 
JOURNAL WORTH £25

’S SCOTS

APRIL 2012

CRAPPIT COD AND SHEEP HEID The 

triumphant return of traditional Scottish cuisine

EIGG’S LONE PIPERWHY AMERICA LOVES 
OUR DEERHOUND   THE TITANIC’S SCOTS SCAPEGOATINSIDE DRUMLANRIG WITH

THE DUKE OF BUCCLEUCH 

Plus

THE YEAR’S BEST WILDLIFE IMAGES

10 The greatest April fools ever

COUNTRY NEWS   INTERIORS   GARDENS   FOOD & DRINK   PROPERTY   ANTIQUES   FASHION   TRAVEL  APRIL 2012. £3.60

OF THE BEST

WINA WEEK AT 

A HIGHLAND  

COTTAGE

FORGED IN FIFE

WINA WEEK IN A HIGHLAND COTTAGE

www.scottishfield.co.uk

The joint congregations of 
North Arran are holding a 
ceilidh in Brodick Church 
Hall on Saturday 24 March 
to raise funds for the charity 
Borderline.

In the current recession, all 
charities are feeling the pinch, 
as previous funding sources 
from sponsors is either drasti-
cally cut or has dried up com-
pletely. 

One charity badly affected 
is Borderline which provides 
much needed help for home-
less Scots in London.

Their funding from the Scot-
tish Government has been 
slashed by 75 percent and 

Arran’s Green Gym is now well underway 
and Jo Totty gives an update:  

two sessions, but would obviously welcome 
anyone and everyone that’s interested. The 
weekly Gym meets at the NTS Ranger Cen-
tre at Brodick Castle at 10am for three hours, 
every Tuesday.  

‘So far we’ve been working in the Wildlife 
Garden area at the Ranger Centre, and have 

cleaned out the pond, found a path, revived 
the herb garden and located the vegetable 

work, and it’s all good fun.  
‘Do come along, have a bit of outdoors 

Jock and Aileen’s Ruby Wedding

Some of the Arran Green-Gymers taking a break.    b11gym01

Arran Green Gym underway
skills, reduce stress, meet new people, and 
help improve your green space around you.  
‘Margaret, one of the Arran Green Gym-ers 
said: ‘Last Tuesday night was the best night’s 
sleep I’ve had in 12 months!’  

‘Everyone of all ages (over 16) and all 
walks of life is welcome to the Arran Green 
Gym; it’s free and it’s fun.  

‘You bring old outdoor clothes that can get 
mucky and suitable shoes like wellingtons, 
sturdy boots or strong shoes.

‘We’ll provide work gloves, tools, materi-
als, and tea break refreshments.’  

If you would like more information or a 
programme please do contact Jo Totty at the 
NTS Ranger Centre (01770 302462, morn-
ings only) or jtotty@nts.org.uk 

Ceilidh for 
homeless
Scots’ charity

unless it is possible to raise 
£100,000 they will be faced 
with the heartbreak of having 
to turn away 120 homeless 
and very vulnerable Scots 
over the course of 2012.

An appeal was launched in 
January by the Moderator of 
the General Assembly, the 
Right Rev David Arnott, ask-
ing all congregations in the 
Kirk to attempt to raise just 
£100 each. So the joint con-
gregations of North Arran are 
organising this special fund-
raising traditional ceilidh, 
from 7.30pm on Saturday 24 
March.

Minister the Rev Angus Ad-

amson said: ‘Local ceilidh 
band Arranach have very gen-
erously agreed to perform the 
dance music, and entertain-
ment will also be provided by 
other Arran artistes. 

‘If you are a fan of good 
traditional Scottish music or 
enjoy ceilidh dancing please 
come along and support this 
event.’

The Borderline charity has 
been in place for 20 years, but 
can trace its origins back over 
400 years. In 1603, follow-
ing the Union of the crowns, 
many Scots followed their 
king south to London. 

But they were not entitled 
to parish relief if they fell 
on hard times, so The Royal 
Scottish Corporation was set 
up by wealthy Scotsmen to 
help those from their home 
country. Borderline contin-
ues with this same good work 
today, but desperately needs 

Tickets for the ceilidh are 
available from The Book and 
Card Centre or at the door.

Aileen and Jock Kelso celebrating their Ruby Wedding 
Anniversary at the Kinloch Hotel last Saturday night.     
02_b11kel01

Jock and Aileen Kelso celebrated their Ruby Wedding An-
niversary last Saturday night.

They were joined by 28 friends and relatives for a celebra-
tion dinner at the Kinloch Hotel.

The couple were married in Shiskine 40 years ago, and both 
were born and bred on Arran.

NOVA SCOTIA JAZZ BAND
THIS SATURDAY

7.30pm, Saturday 17th March
Brodick Hall

Tickets £8.00 Children admitted free
Tickets available from Inspirations of Arran, 

www.arranevents.com or at the door
Concert brought to you by the Isle of 

Arran Music Society and 1 Auchrannie Road

PIRNMILL PRIMARY 
SCHOOL & NURSERY CLASS

CENTENARY 
SPRING FLING!

Saturday 24 March at 11.30am – 
2.30pm at Pirnmill School

Tombolla, Home Baking, Soup & 
Sandwiches, Children’s crafts & more! 

All Welcome

For Attention of all 
sports clubs on Arran.

A meeting is being held at 
Ormidale Park on 20th March 

at 7pm to discuss a 
community sports hub.

This is a fantastic opportunity to 
bring sports together on Arran 

and access considerable funding 
to improve sports on Arran.

Please send a representative 
from every sports club, to 

ensure no club misses out.

Brodick Church Hall 7.30pm
Saturday 24th March 2012.

Tickets priced £5 from Book & Card 
Centre Brodick or at the door

Traditional Ceilidh & 
Dance, with Ceilidh band 

Arranach in aid 
of Borderline.



14 THE ARRAN BANNER, Saturday, 17 March, 2012  www.arranbanner.co.uk

Last week Archie 
was sitting on the 
grass outside Corrie 
Church. First correct 
answers came from 
Grant in Edinburgh, 
Laney of Corrie, 
Cara of Shiskine and 
Patricia from Perth. 
This week he might 

the Southend, but 
can you tell just 
where he is? 

Archie?Where’s

If you think you know then post your answer on the website www.arranbanner.co.uk 
Or email us at: editor@arranbanner.co.uk

The Pillar Box
Sponsored by

The Pillar Box
Pet Food Suppliers, 

Fair Trade Gifts and Crafts
Shore Road, Whiting Bay
Tel: 01770 700205

An immature White Tailed Eagle was seen at Imachar. 
Photo by Gus Robson. 

Bird Notes for 
February by Jim

Cassels
In terms of weather, February 
was very similar to January. It 
was generally mild, wet and 
unsettled.

This unsettled weather has 

winged gulls into the UK.
These Arctic breeding gulls 

move into the Atlantic in the 
winter and this year’s storms 
have blown more of them 
onshore. Arran did not miss 
out.

Following on from the 
report of the long staying 
Iceland Gull in Sliddery in 
January, there were reports in 
February of an Iceland Gull in 
Brodick Bay on 5 February, a 
Glaucous Gull in Catacol Bay 
on the 8th and a Glaucous Gull 
in Brodick Bay on the 11th.

It was a good month for see
ing wildfowl.

A pair of Shoveler on Cleats 
Shore on the 2nd was only 
the third record in the last 15 
years.

The Glaucous Gull was spotted in both Catacol and Brodick Bay. 

The Pintail. b11bir02NO

Other highlights included; 
12 Whooper Swan at Shanno
chie on the 1st, a pair of Pin
tail on Cleats Shore from the 
7th to 19th, a pair of Common 
Scoter in Machrie Bay on the 
11th, a pair of Goldeneye in 
Lamlash Bay on the 12th and 

Greylag Geese in Shiskine, 

Geese on the 26th and a Bar
nacle Goose on the 27th.

Visitors
Other winter visitors were to 

the fore including: 14 Field
fare at Shannochie on the 3rd,
two Greenshank in Lamlash 
on the 13th, 70y Lapwing in 
Shiskine also on the 13th

Purple Sandpipers at Kildo
nan on the 26th and twelve 
Redwing in Lochranza on the 
27th.

Occasional days with calm 
sea were ideal for sea watch
ing.

Throughout the month 

there were reports of all three 

throated Divers off Largy
more on the 5th

throated Divers off Catacol 
on the 7th and a Great North
ern Diver in Machrie Bay on 
the 19th.

With sources of food for 
some species of bird becom
ing scarce, gardens were 
havens for many species, in
cluding some more unusual 
garden birds like Great Spot
ted Woodpecker in Lamlash 
on the 1st

in Lochranza on the 3rd, a 
Goldcrest in Kilpatrick on the 
7th, a Treecreeper at Dhunan 
on the 18th and a pair of Bull

th.
In addition, there was a fur

ther report of Jay with one in 
Glen Cloy on the 18th.

Rare Species
This rare species on Arran 

has now been around since 
17 October 2011 and that re

1985.
Other sightings included 

a male Black Grouse by the 
Narachan Track on the 5th, a 
male Merlin by Auchenhew 
on the 10th, two Little Grebe 
in Loch Ranza on the 12th, an 

at Imachar on the 19th, two 

rylinn on the 24th and a Knot 
at Kildonan on the 26th.

Finally, there were some 
signs of approaching spring 
with reports of garden birds 
in song throughout the island 
towards the end of the month, 
13 Black Guillemot display
ing off Brodick Pier on the 
2nd

cliff at Catacol on the 10th, a 

ing over Lochranza on the 
12th

Gulls in Lamlash on the 12th

and a Buzzard carrying nest 
material by the String on the 
25th.

March could see the start 
of the arrival of our sum
mer visitors like Wheatear, 
Chiffchaff, Willow Warbler, 
Sand Martin, even Swallow 
and House Martin, but their 
arrival will be dependent on 
the weather. 

Please send any bird notes 
with ‘what, when, where’ to 
me at Kilpatrick Kennels, 
Kilpatrick, Blackwaterfoot, 

look forward to hearing from 
you.

For more information on 
birding on Arran purchase the 
‘Arran Bird Report 2011’ and 
visit this website www.arran
birding.co.uk
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in association with Isle of Arran Brewery
Whats on

www.arranbrewery.com
EVERYDAY
Arran Brewery Open Mon-sat 10am-4pm, closed Sunday
Arran Brewery Tour 2pm
Trout Fly Fishing Loch Garbad, Bank
Brodick Castle, Gardens Open Daily 9am-Dusk

Saturday 17 March
Over 21s Disco Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Karate Auchrannie Games Hall, 11.30am -12.30pm
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm - 4pm
Fun in the Pool Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm - 5pm
Arran Dancers (4yrs & up) Arran high School, 10am
Teddy Bears Picnic Playbarn Auchrannie, 2pm - 3pm
Kids Family Quiz Playbarn, Auchrannie, 5pm - 6pm
Girls Night                                                                                                Kinloch Hotel, 7.30pm
Nova Scotia Jazz Band                                                                              Brodick Hall, 7.30pm
St Patrick’s Day Disco                                                                              Ormidale Hotel, 10pm

Sunday 18 March
Alcoholics Anonymous Church Hall, Brodick 4.30pm
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm - 4pm
Fun in the Pool Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm - 5pm
Teddy Bears Picnic Playbarn, Auchrannie, 2pm - 3pm
Live Music                                                                                                       Ormidale, 8.30pm
Pools Finals Day                                                                             Whiting Bay Golf Club, 3pm

Monday 19 March
Over 50s Badminton Lochranza Village Hall 2pm-4pm
Badminton Lochranza Hall 6.30pm
Weight Wise Hospital Bungalow 5pm-5.30pm
Ladies Netball High School Sports Hall – seniors 7.30pm-9pm
Citizens Advice Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick 10am-2pm
Breathe Walk Class Kinneil, Lamlash 5.15pm
Table Tennis Corrie Hall, 6.30pm
Hatha Yoga Arran high School, 6pm - 7.30pm
Activity Time The Playbarn, Auchrannie 1pm-2pm (toddlers) 5pm-6pm (School Kids)
Come Dance With Me – LeRoc Modern Jive Whiting Bay Hall 7.30pm
Scottish Country Dancing for Beginners and Improvers Corrie Hall, 2pm-4pm
Yoga High School, 6pm
Arran Junior Football Ormidale Park, 6pm-7pm
Circuit Training Auchrannie Spa Gym, 6pm-7pm
Quiz The Shurig at Bar Eden, 8.30pm
Lamlash Bridge Club Lamlash Golf Clubhouse, 7pm
Citizens Advice                                                                  Ormidale Pavilion, 9.30am - 1.30pm
Badminton                                                                                Auchrannie Sports Hall, 7 - 9pm
Kildonan Village Hall AGM                                                                       Kildonan Hall, 7.30pm

Tuesday 20 March
Lochranza Swimming Club Kinloch 11am- 12pm
Army Cadets Auchrannie Road, 7.30pm-9.30pm
Pop Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Brodick Church Hall - 2pm
Youth Club Kildonan Hall - 7pm
Rotary Club Glencloy Suite, Auchrannie 7.15pm
Junior Hockey Club – 8yrs up Auchrannie Sports Hall, 6pm-7pm
Melody Movement, Ballet Class-2 ½ yrs up Auchrannie Dance Studio, 2pm
Dudes & Divas Funky Dance Class- 2 ½ yrs up Auchrannie Dance Studio 2pm
Youth Club Brodick Hall, 6.30pm - 8pm
Scottish Country Dancing Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm

Winter Bowls Auchrannie Sports Hall, 7pm-9pm
Zumba Fitness Class Arran High School, 6.30-7.30pm
Rowan Singers Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm
Weight Watchers St Molios, Church Hall, 7pm
Kildonan WRI Meeting and AGM                                                 Kildonan Village Hall, 7.30pm
Sports Club Meeting                                                                                    Ormidale Park, 7pm
Green Gym                                                                                    Rangers Centre,10am - 1pm

Wednesday 21 March
Hockey Auchrannie Hall, 7pm-8pm games hall
Tae Kwondo KA Leisure Kids, 6.30pm-7.30pm Adults 7.30pm - 8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Lamlash church Hall 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Arran Brass Rehearsal Whiting Bay Hall 7.15pm
Senior Badminton High School Games Hall 8pm - 9pm
Museum Archives & Genealogy Service 10.30am -12.30pm & 1.30pm - 3.30pm
Yogalates 9.30am – 10.30am Auchrannie studio

Music Mayhem Class Parents and little ones Auchrannie dance studio 10.45am
Kids Games The Playbarn Auchrannie 5pm - 6pm
Circuit Training Auchrannie Spa Games Hall 6pm - 7pm
Dog Training Whiting Bay Hall 1pm
AYF Film Making Club Brodick Church Hall, 4.30pm-6.30pm
NAC Area Meeting                                                         Outdoor Centre, Lamlash, 11am - 1pm
Whiting Bay Bowling Club AGM                                               Whiting Bay Clubhouse, 7.30pm
Elderly Forum - All Welcome                                                                  Ormidale Pavilion, 7pm
Arran Music Festival                                              Community Theatre Lamlash, 1pm onwards
Friends of Brodick Castle - Glasgow Trades House speaker Murray Blair     Tearoom, 2.30pm
COAST AGM Ormidale Pavillion, 7pm

Thursday 22 March
General Knowledge Quiz Ormidale Hotel 9pm
Lochranza Craft Club Hall 2pm
Youth Club Youth cabin,Lamlash 7-9pm
Coffee Morning St Molios Church 10.30am - 12pm
General Knowledge Quiz Kinloch Bar 9pm
Brodick Embroidery Club Brodick Library 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Brodick Bridge Club Brodick Golf Club 7pm
Winter Bowls Auchrannie Sports Hall 7pm - 9pm
Zumba Fitness Club Arran High School, 6.30-7.30pm
The Wee Blether                                                                          Whiting Bay Hall, 12 - 1.30pm
Lunch Box                                                                             Ormidale Pavilion, 12.30 - 2.30pm
Arran Fairtrade AGM                                                                         Ormidale Pavilion, 7.30pm
Arran Heritage Museum AGM                                                       Brodick Church Hall, 2.30pm 
Arran Music Festival                                         Community Theatre Lamlash, 9.30am onwards      

Friday 23 March 
Senior Badminton Auchrannie Sports Hall 2pm
Quiz Whiting Bay Golf Club 8pm
Aqua Fizz Auchrannie Hotel Pool 9.45am - 10.30am
Yogalates Auchrannie Studio 10am - 11am 
Arran Youth Foundations Church Hall, Brodick, 7pm - 9pm
Kids Party Games The Playbarn, Auchrannie 5 - 6pm
Weight Watchers Ormidale Pavilion, 6.30pm
Quiz Night                                                                                                       Catacol Bay, 9pm
Lochranza Kids Badminton                                                                   Lochranza Hall, 6 - 8pm
Lochranza Adults Badminton                                                                     Lochranza Hall, 8pm
Lamlash Golf Club AGM                                                                     Lamlash Clubhouse, 8pm
Arran Music Festival                                         Community Theatre Lamlash, 9.30am onwards
Disco                                                                                                        Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Brodick Woodland Drop in Day                                                 Brodick Library, 10am - 7.30pm

Saturday 24 March 
Over 21s Disco Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Karate Auchrannie Games Hall, 11.30am - 12.30pm
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm - 4pm
Fun in the Pool Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm - 5pm
Arran Dancers (4yrs & up) Arran High School 10am
Teddy Bears Picnic Playbarn Auchrannie 2pm - 3pm
Kids Family Quiz Playbarn, Auchrannie 5pm - 6pm
Ceilidh and Dance in aid of Borderline                                           Brodck Church Hall, 7.30pm

Sunday 25 March
Alcoholics Anonymous Church Hall, Brodick 4.30pm
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall 3pm - 4pm
Fun in the Pool Auchrannie Spa Pool 4pm - 5pm
Teddy Bears Picnic Playbarn, Auchrannie 2pm - 3pm
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COTTAGES & CASTLES
Arran and Scotland’s Leading Holiday Houses

Flexible Service for owners
Tel: 01738 451610 

www.cottages-and-castles.co.uk

Property

UNDER

£30
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED
ITEMS INTO CASH!

ARRAN BANNER CLASSIFIEDS

The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ
Tel: 01770 302142  Fax: 01770 302021

Email adverts@arranbanner.co.uk     www.arranbanner.co.uk

Simply complete the 
form and return to the 

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE TUESDAY 4.00pm
NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE

ITEM...........................................................................................................................
DESCRIPTION...........................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................
PRICE .............................................TELEPHONE .....................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON

WANTED – LONG LET
Local working family requires 

property in the south end
3 + Bedrooms

Unfurnished if possible
References if required

Please reply to box number 183
Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle Of Arran 

KA27 8AJ

FREE TO UPLIFT
Ladies & Gents Bikes – Good
quality but needs some TLC
– Tel: 01770 302392
Dark oak welsh dresser – Tel:
01770 302392
Bagged Manure Oakbank, Lam-
lash £1 per bag donation to Arran
RDA. Tel: 01770 600752

OVER £30
Brand new beige suede effect
double sofa bed, House move
forces sale - £160 ono.  Can de-
liver Tel:01770 820688
New Shaker Style wardrobe, still
in packaging, lovely off white 2
door with bottom drawer ward-
robe. Was £320 will sell for
£220, buyer uplifts. Call Claire
on 810295(evening)
12ft boat & trailer. Good condi-
tion-Offers Tel:07792 452814
Ladies sheepskin jacket size
14/16 black Swede – Black fur
inside – like new beautiful gar-
ment £50 Bargain Tel:01770
600513

UNDER £30
2 single divan beds in good clean
condition with/without head-
boards.  £15 each or £25 for both
– Proceeds to ArCaS Tel:01770
700736
Seed Potatoes for sale – Epicure
and Maris piper, bridge farm Tel:
01770 860 358
3 Scandinavian design ‘Christine
Keeler’ beech with chrome legs,
kitchen Dinning chairs in light
wood. £8.00 each Tel: 01770
700640
Modem router wireless TP Link
ADSL as new £15 ono Tel:01770
600476

WANTED
To purchase or hire.  XL Dog
cage suitable for Labrador dog.
Tel: 01770 600260.
Self Propelled Lawn Mower
–Tel:07792 452814
Wrist watches wanted: Omega,
Tag Heur, Rolex, free valuations,
top prices paid telephone Gavin:
07880 728865

EQUESTRIAN

Long Term Let
Lamlash

2 Bedroom 
Bungalow

£500 pcm + 
utilities

 Tel: Rona on 
01770-600752

LONG LET LAMLASH

2 BEDROOM COTTAGE
FULLY FURNISHED

£600 PER MONTH INC INC CTAX
TEL: 0141 563 7156

MOB: 07704 348619

LONG LET
COTTAGE, LOCHRANZA

3 Bedrooms/Garden
£575 A MONTH
01770 830220

TO LET
Recently built 2/3 bedroom 

house in Lamlash

Tel: 01770 600291 

SELF-CATERING
HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION AVAILBLE 

WHITING BAY
Sleeps up to 8 people, secluded garden, 

and direct access to beach, 
close to amenities.

Tel: 01770 700552 or 07904 806948

LONG LET 
Whiting Bay

2 Bedroom Bungalow
£450 p.c.m plus bills

Tel: 01770 700562

IFOR WILLIAMS

HB505 HORSE BOX.
Good Condition - £2000.00 ovno

Telephone Helen – 600242/252

TO LET
Business unit/workshop

Park Terrace, Lamlash.
70 square metres; 3-phase power supply

Ample parking
Phone Gavin 01770 600705
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Recruitment

Drive Times

We are currently recruiting 
for seasonal staff

Vacancies in -

Kitchen • House keeping
Bar • Restaurant

Full and part time positions available.
Enquiries & applications to 

hr@kinlochhotel.eclipse.co.uk

CORSA 1.0 

£1175 o.n.o.

MOT to 6 Feb 2013
Just serviced

Tel: 01770 870328

ISUZU 4SPORT
PICKUP

£3250

2003 (03), 63,000 Miles, MOT June, 
Aero hardtop, load liner, alloys, good tyres, PAS, A/C, E/W, Immobiliser, 

towbar, private use.

Tel: 07979 925435

NISSAN PRIMERA 2.2 
DIESEL SALOON

£1875 o.n.o.

4 DOOR 2002-2003
MOT SEPTEMBER 2012

TAXED MAY 2012, MILEAGE 70,000

Tel: 01770 601279 Mob: 07874 614793

WOOLEYS OF ARRAN
SHOP STAFF REQUIRED

If you would enjoy working hard as part 
of a team for a fair reward you can apply.
The job vacancies are part time, covering 

six days.
To arrange an interview 

Tel: 01770 302280

CAN YOU ENTER 
THE

DRAGONS DEN?
PA/carer required for 

Duncan J Bannatyne.

Light household duties, 

good rate of pay.

18 hours + per week.

Good company, long term position

Tel: 01770 860217

Isle of Arran Distillers are looking for 
enthusiastic individuals to join our existing 
team for our  busy 2012 Season.
General Assistant.
To work in all areas of the Visitor Centre.

Kitchen Assistant/ Waiting staff.
Applicants must be able to use their own initiative but work 

well as part of a team.
Excellent communication skills. Weekend work will be required.

Applicants must be over 18.
For more information please contact Faye on 01770 830 264.

Please send your CV to:
Faye Black, Visitor Centre Manager

Isle of Arran Distillers Ltd, Visitor Centre
Lochranza, Isle of Arran, KA27 8HJ

Tel: 01770 830264   Fax: 01770 830364
E-mail: visitorcentre@arranwhisky.com

Deadline Friday 30th March 2012.

HGV Driver
Class 1 

Required
JOHN THOMSON

CONSTRUCTION LTD
Tel: (01770) 600242

Seasonal worker for grass cutting etc.
Working from Blackwaterfoot - 

5 day week
Contact Neil Arthur: 07522 860435

BROOMBRAE GROUNDS  
&  GARDENS LTD isle of arran.

Phone: 01770 860435 Mob: 07522 860435
FAX: 01770 860434 

E mail:bgg@broombrae.co.uk 
BGG Ltd, Kilpatrick, Isle of Arran KA27 8EY

Job Opportunity with 
North Ayrshire Council

Catering Assistant (Casual) 
Reference Number: NAY002320

Closing Date: Monday 26 March 2012 

For further details and to apply visit
www.north-ayrshire.myjobscotland.gov.uk

Job Opportunity with 
North Ayrshire Council

Cleaner (Casual) 
Reference Number: NAY002321

Closing Date: Monday 26 March 2012 

For further details and to apply visit
www.north-ayrshire.myjobscotland.gov.uk
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Public Notices

Andrew Ross-Bain

Chimney Sweeping 
ALL AREAS 

COVERED FROM 
NORTH TO SOUTH

Tel 01770 870214
Mobile 07810820374
andyrossbain@live.co.uk

WOOD FUELS

CHIMNEY SWEEPING

TREES

Tree & hedge cutting and clearing
Brush Cutting and strimming.

All types of fencing
Call Jamie McKinnon: 

01770 810 222 or 07760 247201

COMPUTING SERVICES

Incidentals 
Arran

Happy computers on 
Arran since 1983

Bill Stewart
T. 830343

PAINTING & DECORATING

TOM
MCCONNACHIE

Painter
Decorator

Tiler
Chimney Sweep

FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: 
01770 830 620 

or
07901 700705

PAINTER AND DECORATOR

HOMES BY HOLMES

PETER HOLMES – TEL: 07512 288 120

• PAINTER & DECORATOR
• SVQ LEVEL  (ADVANCED)
• FREE ESTIMATES PRINTERS

Iain
Murchie

Plastering
Taping and Coving
Roughcasting and

 Cement work
Slating and Roof work
Floor and Wall Tiling

01770 600331

Iain
Murchie

Plastering
Taping and Coving
Roughcasting and

 Cement work
Slating and Roof work
Floor and Wall Tiling

01770 600331

PLASTERERDOMESTIC SERVICES

ARRAN
DOMESTIC

SERVICE CENTRE
The Douglas Centre, 

Brodick 
Tel: 01770 302909

All your 
electrical
appliance
needs and 

repairs

ELECTRICALTOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)

(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Applications listed below together with the plans and other documents may 
be examined at Corporate Services, Cunninghame House, Irvine*, between 
9am-4.45pm weekdays (4.30pm Fridays) or at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.
uk *and at The Council Offices, Lamlash
Written representations may be made to the Solicitor to the Council (Corporate 
Services) at the above address or emailed to eplanning@north-ayrshire.gov.uk by 
06.04.12. Any representations received will be open to public view.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 

2008 REGULATION 20(1)
Format: Application No; Address; Proposed Development
12/00110/PP; Alma Cottage, Alma Road, Brodick, Isle of Arran; Erection of 
extension and dormer to rear of detached dwelling house.

Elma Murray
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE

Whiting Bay Bowling Club

A.G.M
Wed.21st March

in Clubhouse at 7.30pm
all welcome

Kildonan 
Village Hall

The AGM of Kildonan Village 
Hall will take place at the hall on 

Monday 19 March 
at 7.30pm.

Lamlash Bowling & Tennis Club

AGM
Tuesday 27 March 2012 

at 7pm
Tennis Pavilion, Lamlash

COAST
The Community of Arran Seabed Trust

AGM
Annual General Meeting of the above will take 

place at the Ormidale Pavilion on 
Wednesday 21 March 2012 at 7.00pm

• Heating • Electrical
• Air Source Heat Pumps • TVs • PAT Testing

Electrical work and all Refrigeration work
Inspection & Testing to BS7671

Tel: 01770 860246   Fax 01770 860493   E: aerltd@live.co.uk
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CHURCH NOTICES

RUBY WEDDING

GOLDEN WEDDING

IN MEMORY

BIRTH

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
North Arran, Brodick,

Corrie, Lochranza,
Pirnmill and Shiskine.

Independent but working 
together

Minister Rev Angus Adamson
Parish Assistant
Mrs Jean Hunter

Worship will be conducted in 
the above churches at the

following times to which all are 
invited – families, young people

and children welcome.
Sunday 18th March 

Brodick Church, 10.30am 
Corrie Church, 12noon, 

Lochranza/Pirnmill
10.15am at Pirnmill

Shiskine Church 12noon 
A service of worship will also 
be held in Montrose house at 

1.30pm

HOLY CROSS
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Morning Mass, 11am

WHITING BAY AND
KILDONAN

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
 (Charity Number SCO14005)

Sunday 18th March
 Worship will be conducted 

by the minister, Rev Elizabeth 
Watson, at 10.30am.

Tea and coffee will be served in 
the transept after the

service. Also, there will be a 
sale of Traidcraft goods.

At 7pm in the Church, there will 
be an informal evening service 

of praise and discussion.

ARRAN BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday 18th March

Ormidale Sports Pavilion, 
Brodick

11am Morning worship
Tea/Coffee after the service

Home Fellowship Group meets 
on Wednesday at 7.30pm 

For details telephone 860 232
Everyone very welcome.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share”
Sunday 18th March

Mrs. Sharon MacLeod
Kilmory 10am

Lamlash 11.30am
Meditations for Lent:

 Wednesday in church at 9.30am 
In both churches:

All welcome, including
families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

Sunday 18th March
Shiskine 11am
Brodick 7pm

Mr Howel Jones
All welcome

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND
(Continuing)

Sunday 18th March
Morning Service 11am

Trust Housing Lounge, Glen 
Estate, Brodick

 Evening Service 6.30pm
5 Glen Road Brodick 

Prayer Meeting
Wednesday 21st March

AT 7pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick

All welcome

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

(in full communion with the 
Church of England)

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay
Sunday 18 March

(Mothering Sunday)
Holy communion 11am

Ms Janis Gallagher
Coffee after service

Wednesday 21 March
Holy communion 12.15pm

All Welcome

Brodick Bridge Club
Results for Brodick Bridge 
Club for Thursday 8 March:

N/S 1 Fiona Crawford and 
David Henderson +3950, 2 Liz 
Paul and Helen Boyd +3600, 3 
John and Mary Dick +3110.

E/W 1 Margaret McGill and 
Margaret Bruce –1700, 2 Lin-

Joyce Aitken.    b11ait02

Arran Bridge results
da Trickett and Pat Adamson 
–1780, 3 Janette McBride and 
Peter Thompson –1860.

Lamlash Bridge Club
Results for Lamlash Bridge 
Club for Monday 12 March:

N/S 1 John and Jan Beattie 
+2550, 2 Douglas and Mar-
garet Bruce +1950, 3 Roddy 
Thompson and Peter Thomp-
son +890.

E/W 1 Trish Martin and Ali-
son Bilsland +900, 2 Mary and 
John Dick –270, 3 Jennifer 
McArthur and Jean Barclay 
–830.

Obituary:
Joyce Hardie Aitken, Orthodontist
Born 2 April 1920, died 28 February 2012
Joyce Ai tken who died 
peacefully in her sleep at her 
Glasgow home was born in 
Maxwelton, Newark Drive, 
Pollokshields into a large fam-
ily. Throughout her life Joyce 
spent the summers in Arran. 

The Aitken family summer 
holiday in Blackwaterfoot 
extended to two months and 
when Joyce retired in 1983 she 
and her brother Will spent the 
whole summer at Strathaird, 
Balmichael, where Joyce wel-
comed many members of the 
family. 

Her friendships with resi-
dents and visitors throughout 
the Shiskine Valley were many 
and long lasting, for Joyce 
with her special smile was 
interested and ready for a chat 
with everyone.

Joyce was a lifelong mem-
ber of St Molio’s and also of 
Pollokshields Parish Church, 
Glasgow, where a commemo-
rative service is to be held on 
Tuesday 20 March.

In about 1926 Joyce’s fa-
ther ‘joined her to the put-
ting green’ at SGTC so her 
connection with the Club of 
which she was a life member 
stretches back more than 80 
years.

Joyce attended Laurel Bank 
School in Glasgow and stud-

ied dentistry at Glasgow Den-
tal School graduating LDS, 
RFPSG in 1942. 

She enjoyed telling of her fa-

time was spent at the East-
man Dental Clinic in London, 
followed by four years’ RAF 
service as a Flight Lieutenant 
in the Dental Branch and then 
20 years with the School Den-
tal Service in Glasgow. 

Training
Joyce returned to Glasgow 

Dental School for orthodontic 
training in the 1960s and was 
then appointed to the staff 
of Glasgow Dental Hospital 
until she retired in 1983. She 

the Glasgow Odontological 
Society.

In addition to golf, Joyce en-
joyed skiing, mountain walk-
ing and travelling, visiting 
family members in Argentina, 

love was Arran. 
As head of the family, Joyce 

will be greatly missed and it is 
her hope that the 100-year-old 
link between the family and 
Arran will be continued by 
future generations.

Colin Aitken and Kenneth 
Gibson on behalf of the fam-
ily.

PARKER - Ronald and Rachel 
are delighted to announce the 
birth of their daughter, Phoebe 
Elizabeth at St John’s Hospital, 
Livingston on the 6 March 
2012. A first grandchild for 
Graham & Jane Vale and Iain 
& Margaret Parker & a niece 
for Laura.

DEATHS
AITKEN – Joyce
Peacefully at home on 28th 
February 2012, Joyce Hardie 
Aitken, much loved sister 
of Norman, Janie, Will and 
Graeme and aunt of Rosemary, 
Kenneth, Christine, David, 
Alan, Jane and Colin.  Follow-
ing a private cremation there 
will be a memorial service to 
celebrate Joyce’s life at Pol-
lokshields Parish Church, 525 
Shields Road, Glasgow, G41 
2RF at 11.30am on Tuesday 

Donations, if desired, to Chris-
tian Aid.
ROBERTSON - Louie. 
At Woodend Hospital, Aber-
deen. After a short illness, on 
22nd February 2012.  Louie, 
beloved wife of Andy. Well 
known and frequent visitor to 
Kilmory. 
Funeral Service was held at Ab-
erdeen Crematorium on Friday 
2nd March 2012.   
TOD – Lillian
Peacefully at home with her 
family on Thursday 8 March 
2012.  Lillian, beloved wife of 
George. A special Daughter, 
Mum and Granny.  Funeral 
service at Masonhill Crema-
torium on Friday 16 March at 
10.30am followed by memorial 
service at St Molios Church, 
Shiskine, Isle of Arran at 2pm. 

desired to Cancer Research and 
Hospital Supporters League.

GOLDEN WEDDING
Congratulations on 50 years of marriage 

on the 16 March.
To John & Jean/Dad & Mum/Papa & Nana
Lots of love from Muriel, John, Madeleine, 

Sheena, Stevie and Callum

Happy 40th 
Anniversary
Mum & Dad! 

Lots of love from 
Brian and Sarah xxx

16 March 1962 started like any other day for 

George Watson, captain of Brodick Golf Club, part-

time fireman, and master plasterer who ran his own 

business. He was the husband of Molly Dickie and 

father of Linda, Gordon and Irene, aged 11, 10 and 

3 respectively.

The morning had a wintry feel as he collected three 

of his workmen and headed over to a job in Black-

waterfoot.  Just as they cleared the top of the String 

and headed downwards, the van hit a patch of black 

ice, skidded off the road and keeled over on the 

hillside. The three men suffered minor injuries but 

George’s neck was broken.  By the time he reached 

hospital he was dead.  George was 42 years old.

Fifty years on to the day, Linda, Gordon and Irene are in Brodick, joined by 

their cousins, to remember their dad.  Linda says “We want to be together today 

and pay our own tribute to Dad after all this time.”  Linda and Irene live in East 

Lothian and Gordon in Perthshire but all regularly return home to Brodick for 

holidays and family occasions.  “This 50th anniversary is a very fitting occasion 

for us all to get together and remember our Dad.  We would like anyone who 

knew Dad to raise a glass in his memory .”

Many in the village will also remember Linda, Gordon and Irene’s mother, Molly 

who died almost thirty years ago aged 60 after suffering from Alzheimers.

George Watson Remembered
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The girls of the Arran Hospi-
tal Jogworks running group 
have been putting their best 
foot forward.

All employed at Arran War 
Memorial Hospital, the group 
has been led by Laura Aitch-
eson.

She said: ‘After complet-
ing the Jog Leaders training 
course, I started our group in 
January. It is aimed at begin-
ners only; people who have 

-
cially crowned winners of the 
2012 Arran Pool League.

The Lamlash team won nine 
out of their fourteen games, 
drawing four and losing only 
one. Last Thursday night they 
defeated the Bar Eden 7-3 to 
clinch the title. 

-
ished in second place with 19 
points and PT1934 were third 
with 17 points. 

The full results on Thurs-
day night were as follows: 
Drift Inn 7 (G) Bar Eden 3, 
PT1934 7 (G) PHT 3, Mac’s 
Bar 1 Whiting Bay Golf Club 
9 (G), Catacol 7 Kildonan 3 
(G).

time for months since so many 
of us got together following the 
very rainy winter - it was like 
meeting old friends again! Seven
of us played our monthly medal 

In second place was Lynn 
Walker with a 64. Susan Butch-

also scratch with a 78 resulting 
in her handicap being reduced to 
14. Well done Susan!

It was also notable that Lynn 
got two birdies at the 14th and 18th

all who played.
Gents: Sunday 11 March, 20 

Winter Cup with the best three 
scores out of a possible six to 
count.

Hackett had a narrow advantage 
over Gus MacLeod and Grae-
me Crichton, but family matters 
meant he had to declare on his 
total so far - and hope!

Gus MacLeod nearly caught 
-

ing him overall third place on 
one under par, but Graeme Crich-

61, one ahead of Dave and two 
ahead of Gus. 

Sweep results: 1 Danny Head 
(7)56, 2 Graeme Crichton (12)61,
3 Markus Kroner (10)62. Danny 
won scratch with a super 63 and 
there were Magic twos from
Danny Head and John Penny-
cott.

Fixtures: Saturday 17 March, 
Texas Scramble at 11am. Open 
to members from all clubs, either 
make your own teams of three or 
turn up to be paired with others on 

friendly with Lamlash at Lam-
lash. Tee-offs between 10.30am 
and 11am. A good turnout is 
needed as we have a few points 
to claw back.

Sunday 11 March, Brandon and 
Winter Cup, 25 played. 1 Doug-
las Robertson (14)61, 

2 Alistair Hume (10)62, 3 An-
gus Robertson (23)63. Scratch 
Bruce Jenkins (6)71. 

There were seven twos; R Mc-
Crae got two, A Hume, J Armit, G 

Arran’s 16 top pool players battled to become the island’s 
Champion of Champions on Sunday in a marathon afternoon 
of pool. 

-
pion after a record 113 games of pool were played. Dennis 

Dougie had taken on and defeated Eddie Picken of PT1934 

At the start of the day the 16 players were divided into two 
groups. Each group of eight played a remarkable 56 games 
of pool. 

Bay Golf Club from 2.30pm. 

Catacol, Alan Picken of PT1934 and Iain MacDonald from 
Mac’s Bar.

and Alan Picken and Max Worthington, all of PT1934 and 
Jamie Ainsworth and Dave Prescott of Whiting Bay Golf 
Club and Kevin Jackson and Billy Hamilton of Bar Eden. 

Hendry, L Hartley and B Walker 
got the rest. First Class Brandon 
- Alistair Hume. Second Class 
Brandon - Douglas Robertson. 

Fixtures: Sunday 18 March, 

Sunday 25 March, Winter Cup 

Wednesday 28 March. 

Tuesday 6 March, Winter Cup. 
1 David Price 70, 2 Brian Sher-
wood 73, 3 Elizabeth Ross 77. 
Scratch Brian Sherwood 73.

Fixtures: Tuesday 23 March, 

Hotel Cup tee off 12.30pm. 
Saturday 31 March, Eddie 
Rankin Trophy played against 
Corrie tee off 12.30pm.

Saturday 10 March Winter Cup, 
sweep, 15 played. 1 B Barr 81-
21=60, 2 D Logan 74-9=65, 3 M 
Elliott 79-13=66. Best scratch 
Jim McConnachie 72, magic 

March Monday Cup 14 played, 
sweep, 1 B Barr 73-17=56, 2 H 
McArthur 74-14=60, 3 B Sher-
wood 68-7=61. Best scratch Jim 
McConnachie 66, magic twos 
Jim McConnachie 2, Hamish 
McArthur 1.

Fixtures: Saturday 17 March 
Winter Cup 8.30am and 12noon. 
Monday 19 March Monday Cup 
12noon.

Shiskine Golf Club 
Thursday 8 March, Ladies 12 

Hole Medal, 14 played. Silver: 1 
E Kelso 54-11=43, 2 and Scratch 
J Turnbull 53-7=46. Bronze: 1 J 
Hutton 66-19=47, 2 E Hender-

son 69-19=48. 
Sunday 11 March, Gents 12 

Hole Medal and Winter Cup Fi-
nal, 17 played. First Class: 

1 and Scratch D Logan 46-
6=40, 2 S Black 46-4=42, 3 A 

Class: 1 Q Oliver 54-13=41, 2 J 
Culpan 51-9=42, 3 A Chalmers 
59-11=48. 

Magic twos from D Tod, D Lo-
gan, Q Oliver, C Muir, S Black 
and J Culpan. Congratulations 
Quintin on winning the Winter 
Cup.

Fixtures: Sunday 18 March, 
Ladies 18 Hole Coronation 
Foursomes, 10am tee-off.  Sat-
urday 17 March, Gents Alastair
MacVicar Memorial Trophy - 
Lochranza Match - 1.30pm tee-
off. Sunday 18 March, Gents 18 
Hole Medal, 1pm tee-off. 

Thursday 8 March, 15 Hole 
Medal. 1 Mark Wren 53-8=45, 2 
Alan Smith 57-8=49 BIH, 3 Ian 
Bremner 55-6=49, 4 Stuart Cree 
62-12=50, 5 Billy O’Connor 

Wren at the 16th and 17th.
Sunday 11 March, Glenburn Cup 
(non qualifying for handicap) 
CSS 63, 16 played. 1 Iain Mur-
chie 64-3=61, 2 James Hend-
erson 78-16=62, 3 Lee Girbow 
66-4=62. Best Scratch Iain Mur-
chie 64. Twos from Ian Bremner 
and Lee Girbow. Overall winner 
of Glenburn Cup Lee Girbow. 
Fixtures: Thursday 15 March, 
15 Hole Medal. Sunday 21 

Bay 10.30am for 11am at Lam-
lash.

Some of the Arran Hospital Jogworks running group out for a run in Lamlash last 
Saturday morning from left, Evelyn Hamilton, Rachel Hodson, Jeanette MacLeod, 
and Laura Aitcheson.     02_b11jog01

Jogworks girls 
stepping out

never run before, but want 

high!’
The 10-week beginners pro-

gramme came to an end last 
Saturday 10 March and Laura 
has provided two sessions a 
week so that, bearing in mind 
shift work, everyone has a 
chance to get to one of them.

She added: ‘After this we 
will move on to level two, 
and I’m starting a new group 

in Brodick for Absolute Be-
ginners in April. We have a 
lot more in our group, but not 
all could come on Saturday.’

Jogworks is part of Jogscot-
land which started in 2002 
and now has over 360 jogging 
groups across the country.

Laura’s new Absolute Be-
ginners course will start on 
Wednesday 18 April from 
Auchrannie Spa car park at 
6pm.

Drift Inn are 
league winners

Dennis is pool champion
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