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Darlings you were wonderful

Residents have won a year-

island’s most dangerous junc-
tions.

A radar trap set up at Fen 
Place in Whiting Bay caught 

they had passed the 30mph 
village sign.

tween North Ayrshire Coun-
cil and Police Scotland new 
measures are to be taken 
to try to get drivers to slow 
down as they enter the village 

Fen Place the measures can’t 
come soon enough.

that Jean Miller contacted 
Arran MSP Kenneth Gibson 

Residents win fight for speed 
curbs at dangerous junction

Actors from Shiskine SWRI perform a scene from their play Darlings You Were Wonderful at the Arran Drama 
Festival held last weekend at the community theatre at Lamlash. A full report and photographs starts on 
page 4. 20_b10swri01

‘I hope drivers
will heed the
new signs and
slow down earlier’

She told him that drivers ap-
proaching Whiting Bay rarely 
heeded the 30mph speed lim-
it as they passed Fen Place 

sac and also causing a danger 
to pedestrians in the area.

Mrs Miller told The Banner: 
‘The Fen Place junction must 

on the island. 

walking my dog and the cars 

they are already in the 30mph 
limit. 

‘I sometimes try to warn 
them to slow down but some 

‘The Fen Place junction is 
also the entrance to the Seven 
Acres caravan park and there 

the summer.’
Even when she is in her car 

Continued on page 2
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8-seater taxis available

Ardrossan Harbour to:

Glasgow Airport
£35.00

Prestwick Airport
£25.00

Return bookings and other 
prices on request.

It pays to advertise in the Banner

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbanner

Continued from page 1
Mrs Miller and other neigh-
bours like Peter and Jos Ran-
dell can’t escape irate drivers.

‘When you slow down to 
turn into Fen Place you have 
drivers right behind you 

they don’t realise you are 
turning as there is no sign for 
it.’

As a result, last month a 

ed on the A841 immediately 
south of the junction with 
Fen Place for seven days.

A total of 9,676 vehicles 
were recorded during the 
week of monitoring - 9,145 
cars and 531 HGV and buses.

A total of 1,597 vehicles, 
or 16.5 per cent of the total 
number of vehicles, were 
travelling at a speed above Jean Miller with her dog Huw at her home in Fen Place. 20_b10fen01

Action taken after radar trap 
catches drivers

Breakdown leaves passengers high and dry

41mph, having already 
passed the 30mph sign, indi-
cating that many drivers were 
failing to adjust their speed 
early enough.

The results were discussed 
at the last meeting of Arran 
Community Council, attend-
ed by Fen Place residents, 

cleod gave a report.
Proposed

He said as a result of the 
study it was proposed to put 
up ‘count-down’ markers be-
fore the 30mph village sign 
and paint a 30mph sign on 
the road. The works will be 
carried out in April/May once 
the weather has improved.

He said there were no plans 
to move the sign closer to the 
village, which is opposed by 
Fen Place residents.

He also said that the initial 
results suggested that a num-
ber of the drivers who were 
speeding at the spot were 
coming out of Whiting Bay 
and heading for Lamlash.

studied by Police Scotland 
and North Ayrshire Council 
liaison committee.

Afterwards Mrs Miller said: 
‘I am pleased something is at 
last to be done and I would 
like to personally thank Ken-
neth Gibson and Sgt Allen 
Dodds for all their help in this 
matter.

‘I hope drivers will heed 
the new signs and slow down 
earlier, but we will just have 
to wait and see what effect 
they have. I will certainly be 
keeping a close eye on the sit-
uation.’

The Fen Place junction with the location of the 30mph 
sign in the distance. 20_b10fen02

Ferry passengers on Arran and the 
mainland were left stranded on Mon-
day after the MV Caledonian Isles 
broke down in Ardrossan.

sailing after berthing overnight on the 
island due to the weather. However, 
at Ardrossan it developed a technical 
fault which put it out of service for the 
rest of the day.

Passengers were told as the day went 
on that Caledonian MacBrayne had 

parts which were being delivered by 

courier to the vessel, but these were 
delayed by bad weather.

And passengers were angry that it 
was 6pm before CalMac announced 
there would be no sailings until the 
following day leaving passengers, 
some of whom had been there for 
nearly 12 hours, high and dry.

As a result Cal Mac arranged accom-
modation for those with nowhere to go 
and said that others could claim ‘out 
of pocket’ expenses as a result of the 
breakdown.

A CalMac spokesman said: ‘There 
was a technical fault with the starting 

mechanism of the MV Caledonian 
Isles on Monday which took the vessel 
out of service temporarily. We are sor-
ry for this disruption which we worked 
as quickly as possible to resolve and 
apologise for any inconvenience this 
suspended service may have caused.

Stranded
‘The suspension resulted in four pas-

sengers being stranded at Ardrossan 
and we arranged overnight accommo-
dation for them. ’

An additional sailing was arranged 
between Lochranza and Tarbert late 
on Monday afternoon.
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ARDROSSAN 
HARBOUR
TO YOUR DESTINATION

Mainland Taxis
07921 998457
01294 463556
Glasgow City Centre £42

Glasgow Airport £35

Prestwick Airport £25

Irvine Central Hospital £14

Crosshouse Hospital £20

Ayr Hospital £32

Troon Harbour £22

Kilmarnock £23

Ayr £28
For other quotes just ask!
Friendly Reliable Service
www.mainland-taxis.co.uk
7 SEATER WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE VEHICLE 
AVAILABLE

Hop on board 
reading bus
Parents and their wee ones 
are invited to jump on board 
the free PlayTalkRead bus 
‘Bessie’ when it visits Arran.

Designed as a free drop in 
playground, Bessie offers 
parents and carers a fun 
and relaxed environment to 
pick up exciting new ideas 
and tips to play, talk and 
read more with their little 
ones which will help make 
a positive difference to their 
health and happiness.

Bessie will be stopping 
at Lochranza and Catacol 
Village Hall from 10am 
to 1pm and 2pm to 4pm 
on Wednesday 11 March, 
Lamlash Primary School 
from 9.30am to 11.45am 
on Thursday 12 March 
and Brodick Library from 
1.15pm to 3.30pm on 
Thursday 12 March

On board, parents and 
carers of children up to 
three years old can enjoy all 
types of fun from interactive 
storytelling, song and rhyme 
sessions to craft activities. 

Marines storm ferry in 
training for operations

Left: A fast rib 
comes in close as 
Marines clamber 
up a rope ladder.  
All images CPO Tam McDonald 

(Crown Copyright)

Passengers on board a recent 
ferry crossing to Arran had 
a surprise in store when the 
boat was stormed by elite 
black-clad Royal Marines 
Commandos.

The Marines from 43 
Commando Fleet Protec-
tion Group, based at HMNB 
Clyde, were conducting an 
underway boarding exercise 
of the Caledonian Isles. 

Despite rough seas, the Ma-
rines were able to thrill the 
on-looking ferry passengers 
with continuous drills during 
the journey from Ardossan to 
Brodick.

The exercises were de-
signed to train the Royal Na-
vy’s Fleet Contingent Troop 
(FCT), one of 43 Comman-
do’s many teams who are de-
ployed on counter-narcotics 
and counter-piracy operations 
around the world. The troop 
consists of around 30 men, 
who are the Royal Navy’s 
boarding specialists, skilled 
in enhanced access and entry 
techniques.

Marines from 43 Comman-
do have been instrumental 
in many recent successes on 

the high seas, including the 
seizure of narcotics with a 
street value of £21 million 
while embarked on HMS Ar-
gyll in the Caribbean, and on 
HMS Somerset in the Indi-
an Ocean, where heroin was 
seized worth £8 million.

Closer to home, Royal Ma-
rines from 43 Commando 
also enhanced the wider se-
curity presence for last year’s 
Glasgow Commonwealth 
Games, providing Police 
Scotland with an available 
and unique waterborne capa-
bility.

Royal Marines need to be 
able to gain access onto any 
vessel at sea anywhere in the 
world. FCT continually train 
to board ships using a variety 
of methods involving boats 
and helicopters. 

Colonel Matt Pierson, Com-

mando, said: ‘Thanks to the 
kind support of Caledonian 
MacBrayne, one of our spe-
cialist troops was able to 

in demanding sea conditions, 
which will prove invaluable 
on operations.’

Above: Royal Marines Commandos 
prepare to storm the ferry. 

Left: Passengers look on 
from the window as a Marine 
scales the exterior of the 
ferry. 

CORRIE HOTELPsychic Night 
with a difference

With Derek McGillivray and Francesca MacDonald
‘A Happy medium’

Friday 13th at 7.30pm
Tickets £15, Tel: 810273 or buy them from Corrie Hotel
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Stalag 69 ta
prisoners as
top prize at
annual dram
A play set in the cell of a Ger-
man prisoner of war camp may 
not seem the obvious choice for 
a farce, but it had the audience 
rolling in the aisles at the annual 
drama festival last weekend. 

As a result Stalag 69 saw that 
Lamlash Drama Club was the 
big winners at the Isle of Arran 
Drama Association, one act dra-
ma festival of 2015.

Over two nights at the com-
munity theatre at Arran High 
School packed audiences were 
treated to seven splendid plays, 
most of them varying degrees of 
comedy.

But the laugh out loud winner 
when the results were in was the 
super Stalag 69 which not only 
picked up the overall prize, but 
also an award for Steve Garra-
way, as best supporting actor, 
for his portrayal of a Gestapo 
interrogator.

It also won the prize for the 
best moment of theatre when, 
as part of the play, the set col-
lapses.

Adjudicator Alasdair Haw-
thorn admitted he had chosen 
the ‘best moment’ because of 
the reaction of the audience 
who erupted in surprised laugh-
ter when it happened.

Sheila Gilmore was also 
among the prizewinners lifting 
the best actor prize for her por-
trayal of Judy in the Shiskine 
SWRI performance of Darlings 
You Were Wonderful and a di-
rector prize for the Shiskine 
Junior Drama production of 

Jump Off.
James Mutch took the best 

youth actor prize in the Lamlash 
Youth Drama Club production 
of the dark comedy Lashings of 
Ginger Ale which sees the cast 
bumped off one by one - with-
out anyone noticing!

Summing up at the end of the 
festival Mr Hawthorn said it 
had been a ‘wonderful’ two eve-
nings of theatre.

He said: ‘There has been a 
wealth of talent on show which 
is clear for everyone to see.

‘There is so much talent on 
one island.’

He added it was good to see so 
many young performers which 
he said bode well for the future 
of theatre on Arran.

His only criticism was the fact 
that all seven plays had been 
varying degrees of comedy and 
he thought that for the future 
drama groups should consider 
other plays to give the festival 
more variety. 

The plays performed were:
Lashings of Ginger Ale
Set in a potting shed 12 mem-

bers of Lamlash Junior Drama 
Club gave a good  interpretation 
of the Stuart G Smith satire. The 
story revolves round a group of 
teenagers looking for adven-
ture unaware that each of them 
is about to meet a grizzly end 
without the others noticing.

There were some good perfor-
mances particularly by James 
Mutch who took the best sup-
porting acting prize in a youth 

James Mutch takes centre stage in Lashings of Ginger 
Ale. 20_b10play02

Allan Little on the upside down set of Stalag 69. 
20_b10play07

Allan Little is a little tied up as Steve Garraway tries to hold the set up. 20_b10play08

Dorothy Campling and Assja Baumgartner as dancers 
in Deckchairs. 20_b10play12
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akes no 
s it secures 
t Arran’s 
ma festival

To catch a thief the cast of Ragtime Mystery. 20_b10play05

play for his bright and expres-
sive portrayal of Nigel.

Ragtime Mystery
The least comedic play of 

the festival saw Shiskine Jun-
ior Drama group bring to life 
a detective story surrounding 
a jewel theft in the grand sur-
roundings of a stately home. 
The set lighting gave the tale 
atmosphere and there were 
good performances particularly 
from Innis Thorborn as Charlie, 
who lifted the best youth acting 
prize, and Rory Morrison as 
Count Pushkin.

Stalag 69
The star play of the festival 

performed by Lamlash Drama 
Club and what a treat it was. 
Although set in the cell of a 
German POW camp, the play 
is really a comedy of errors by 
actors staging the play. It is re-
ally a two-man piece with Al-
lan Little as Captain Crawford 
taking centre stage as the main 
character with Gestapo interro-
gator Steve Garraway providing 
the foil.

There was good support from 
the rest of the cast trying to keep 
the play going as the set, liter-
ally, falls around them. While 
Steve picked up the best sup-
porting actor Allan must have 
run Sheila Gilmore close for the 
best actor prize.

Deckchairs
Again not an out-and-out com-

edy, the play is again essentially 
a two header as Dorothy Cam-
pling and Assja Baumgartner 

-
pers and later as dancers dis-
cuss shopping, love and put 
the world to rights while sitting 
on two deckchairs on a seaside 
promenade which they pulled 
off with aplomb. It saw The 
Castaways taking what is essen-
tially the runners-up prize at the 
festival.

Jump Off
Shiskine Junior Drama lifted 

the best youth prize with this 
‘high’ comedy set on a window 

-

Here Aubrey is seemingly 
about to commit suicide, but the 
slick dialogue makes this black 
comedy work. He is joined by 
Pauline, played by his real life 
sister Katie, who helped the 
play rattle along, with help from 
the supporting cast, to its twist 

Tracks
It will be a surprise if  Lin-

zi Nicol is not black and blue 
with the thump she hit the stage 
when her character Annabelle 

Tracks. Indeed she was one of 
three actors left ‘dead’ on the 
stage at the end of the spy spoof 
play - the others being Felicity 
(Anne Luttrell) and John (Allan 
Nicol).

Whiting Bay Club of Drama 

bringing the Geoff Graves play, 
which sees a knitting club used 
as a cover for a government spy 
agency, really come to life. 

Darlings You Were Wonder-
ful

It was a busy festival for Assja 
Baumgartner, taking her sec-
ond role of the weekend in the 
Shiskine SWRI performance of 
the comedy Darlings You Were 
Wonderful. Here she is the ty-
rannical leader of a disjointed 
acting group about to perform a 

at a festival.
Sometimes a play within a 

but the talented cast had no 
worries on that front and saw 
Sheila Gilmore as Judy walk off 
with the top acting prize.

Hugh Boag

Sheila Gilmore (left) is filled with woe in a scene from 
Darlings You Were Wonderful. 20_b10play24

The cast of Jump Off on the window ledge set. 20_b10play13

The cast of Tracks knitting 
before the shooting starts. 
20_b10play15

Allan Nicol is menacing as agent John prepares to shoot 
Felicity (Ann Luttrell). 20_b10play17

Ruth Betley goes head 
to head with Assja 
Baumgartner in a scene 
from Darlings You Were 
Wonderful. 20_b10play20
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James Mutch collects his prize from adjudicator 
Alasdair Hawthorn. 20_b10play26

Winners lift their trophies aft
The following trophies were 
awarded at the end of the two-
day drama festival.

The Jean Bannatyne Trophy, 
best supporting acting perfor-
mance in the youth play: James 
Mutch, Lashings of Ginger Ale.

Youth play
The Douglas Sillars Trophy, 

best acting performance in a 
youth play: Innes Thorborn, 
Ragtime Mystery.

The Mattie Gillies Trophy, 
best supporting acting perfor-
mance in any adult play: Steve 
Garraway, Stalag 69.

Best acting
The Monie Kelso Trophy, best 

acting performance in any adult 
play: Sheila Gilmore, Darlings 
You Were Wonderful.

The Whiting Bay Club of Dra-
ma and Music Golden Anniver-
sary Trophy, awarded for the 

I t  pays to advert ise in the Arran Banner  . . .  I t  pays to advert ise in the Arran Banner

Innis Thorborn with his best youth actor prize. 20_b10play27

Steve Garraway with his best supporting actor shield. 
20_b10play28

Sheila Gilmore with her best acting prize. 20_b10play29

Director Jerry Arthur lifts for the best SWRI play, 
Darlings You Were Wonderful. 20_b10play32

Director Maureen Smith lifts the overall trophy for 
Stalag 69. 20_b10play34

All the prizewinners with their awards. 20_b10play36

S

NORTH AYRSHIRE LANDLORD FORUM 
THURSDAY 19 MARCH 2015 

North Ayrshire Council Housing Services and the Landlord Working Group invite you 

to attend their Landlord Forum which is being held on Thursday 19 March 2015 at 

Greenwood Conference Centre, Dreghorn, KA11 4GZ. Registration with tea and coffee 

will commence at 6.30pm and the forum is due to finish around 9pm. 

Topics will include Universal Credit and Housing Adaptations. 

Please note as places are limited, they will be allocated on a ‘first come, first served’ basis. 

To book your place please email your name, address, telephone number and 

any special requirements you may have to: psadvice@north-ayrshire.gov.uk. 

Alternatively you can contact the Private Sector Team on 01294 324074.

Elma Murray
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE

ISLE OF ARRAN MUSIC SOCIETY
Chamber orchestra with talented young musicians from across Europe 

KAMMERPHILHARMONIE EUROPA
SATURDAY 21ST MARCH, 3.00 PM

IN ARRAN COMMUNITY THEATRE, LAMLASH
TICKETS £10 INCL. TEA/COFFEE 

(STUDENTS & CHILDREN PLUS ONE ACCOMPANYING ADULT FREE)
 Tickets on door, or advance booking:

Inspirations of Arran & www.arranevents.com
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ter a two day extravaganza
best moment of theatre: Stalag 
69 directed by Maureen Smith.

The Mary Stewart Orr Trophy, 
awarded to the best youth team: 
Jump Off directed by Sheila 
Gilmore.

The Jane McBride Brown 
Bowl, awarded to the best 
play entered by a SWRI team, 
Shiskine SWRI, Darlings You 
Were Wonderful.

The Millhill Players Trophy, 

awarded to the team gaining the 
highest total of marks in a play 
of contrasting type to the over-
all winner, Deckchairs directed 
by Michael Collings/Michael 
Campling.

Highest mark
The Archie Kerr Wooley Tro-

phy, awarded to the team gain-
ing the highest mark in the 
festival: Stalag 69 directed by 
Maureen Smith.

Shiskine Junior Drama group with the winning trophy for Jump Off . 20_b10play37

The cast of Deckchairs with The Millhill Players Trophy they won. 20_b10play38

2015 Calendars

to order visit www.scottishcalendars.co.uk
or call 01371 851 868

EBRUARY
MARCH

APRIL

28/04/2014   11:55:12

Arran Banner 
Isle of Arran

£4.50 (inc. UK P&P)

SALE NOW ON

REDUCED PRICE

LAST 
CHANCE 
TO BUY



press policy
WE AT The Arran Banner do our utmost to make sure that all our reports 
are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on occasion, mistakes 
can occur in the hectic process of producing a local newspaper.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in print. 
The 

Arran Banner, Brodick, Arran giving your day-time telephone number 
where possible. 

This statement of policy will appear on this page every week along with 

The Arran Banner adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s Code 
of Conduct.  The views expressed in The Arran Banner are not necessarily 
those of the The Oban Times Group.

 your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 
words in length for publication on this page. The 
editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses 
must be supplied, including on e-mails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime telephone number is also 
required for verification. Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact telephone number will not 
be printed. Please write or fax to: Letters Page, The 
Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran. 
E-mail editor@arranbanner.co.uk

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Arran
Deliveries
Glasgow Depot
Arran Deliveries
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow G14 OHB

Arran Deliveries
The Parcel Point
Harbour Road,  
Ardrossan
North Ayrshire  
KA22 8BZ

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
Daily collection throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and surrounding districts

Tel: 01475 676 255
Fax: 01294 469 492

Open Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm
Accepting goods destined  
for the island

We deliver the goods
not excuses
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‘Come to Me and listen to My words; hear Me and you 
will have life.’ (Isaiah 55:3)

Petrol surprise
Sir,
I was most surprised to see 
Labour MP Katy Clark ex-
pressing her concern over 
‘discrepancies between is-
land and mainland prices’ 
with regards to fuel costs in 
the Banner of Saturday 21 
February.

My surprise is due to the 
fact that when I debated with 
Ms Clark on Arran prior to 
the 2010 Westminster elec-
tion, she was completely un-
aware that the cost of fuel on 
the island was a major issue 
for islanders.

At that same hustings I 
pointed out that Ms Clark had 
obediently trotted through the 
Labour Government lobbies 
to vote on every occasion 
required to raise the duty 
on petrol, making it an even 
more expensive commodi-
ty for islanders. To this, Ms 
Clark stumbled through an 
explanation about how the 
high cost of fuel could be 

grounds, much to the incre-
dulity of her audience.

Of course, no one need take 
my word that Ms Clark is a 
recent convert to the need for 
fuel justice for islanders. All 
one has to do is look at her 
voting record when Labour 
were in power which will in-

on each and every occasion 
required to raise the duty on 
petrol.

 Also, Hansard, the Parlia-
mentary record, will show 
that on all the occasions she 
spoke in the House in her ten-
ure up to 2010, not once did 
she speak on or raise concern 
about this issue – not once did 
the words ‘fuel’ or ‘petrol’ 
pass her lips in the chamber 
of the House.

I am sure we are all pleased 
-

ised that the price of fuel is a 
vital issue for islanders.

To what can we attribute 
this realisation?  Could it be 
that there is an election in the 

Yours,
Patricia Gibson
SNP Westminster
Candidate
North Ayrshire
and Arran constituency

Generous donations
Sir,
On behalf of Arran Resil-
ience, I am writing to thank 
everyone who donated so 
generously at the funeral of 
John Graham (Hooks) last 
November.
 More than £1,400 was 
raised, and this has helped 
us to purchase emergency 
medical training equipment 
which can be accessed by all 
emergency responders on the 
island.
  We have been able to add 
to the equipment provid-
ed by the Sandpiper Trust 
for casualty care simulation 
and we now have advanced 
airway heads on our cut-
ting-edge CPR mannequins.
 Already these have been put 
to great use, including by our 
First Responder teams, and 

coming months.
 The level of commitment 
seen from our island emer-
gency responders is second 
to none, and we’re delighted 
that we now have such ef-
fective training aids to share 
around our teams.

 Hooks was keen to encour-
age joint training opportuni-
ties for local responders, and 
we hope to continue that leg-
acy with the funds raised.

Yours,
Dr David Hogg
GP/Arran Resilience
co-ordinator

Save the trees
Sir, 
Further to recent articles 
regarding deforestation, it 
appears that all trees on this 
beautiful island are subject to 
attack. 

There are only a handful of 
trees on Arran that are actual-
ly protected. 

People come to this island to 
enjoy the trees, birds, squir-
rels and all natural elements 
that make Arran so special.
 We live in Whiting Bay be-
side Glenashdale Falls which 

such as Scots pine, beech, ce-
dar, sycamore and more.
 These trees provide nesting 
grounds for doves, robins, 

-
ing population of red squir-
rels. Residents and visitors 

alike appreciate this park-like 
setting. 

However,  some trees and 
the wildlife they support are 
under threat due to a decision 
to remove trees from an area 
of land.

Many trees have already 
been felled demonstrating 
that the threat is very real. 

Having contacted the coun-

felling be stopped until these 
trees have been evaluated. 

This was an immediate re-
lief, although, whether any of 
these trees will be protected 
is unclear.

 Can the Forestry Commis-
sion or other groups actually 
protect our trees, birds and 
red squirrels or will the peo-
ple of Arran have to stand 
by and watch the amenity of 
our area permanently change 
whilst individual landowners 
and developers strip away 
trees and wildlife as they see 

If anyone can offer some 
helpful advice we would cer-
tainly be grateful.

Yours,
Bill Palmer
Elizabeth Morgan
 Whiting Bay

Excellent service
Sir,

Birmingham to Glasgow Air-

a job interview. 
On reaching Ardrossan har-

bour to my horror there was 
an amber alert - after all of 
the travelling was I going to 
make my appointment? 

The ferry was on her way 
from Brodick the staff ad-
vised and would make the re-
turn journey but as the weath-
er was forecast to deteriorate 
they were not sure if I went 
over for my interview that I 
would get back to take my 

8.30pm. 
On that very day my phone 

decided that the battery 
wouldn’t hold its charge and I 
desperately needed to contact 
the lady to advise that I was 
unable to make the trip across 
for my interview fearing I 
would not be able to get back 

The staff did not hesitate to 
lend me a phone charger and 

this enabled arrangements to 
be made for my interview to 
take place in Saltcoats. 

I had again to ask the staff’s 
advise on how to get to there 
and without any hesitation I 
was offered a lift. 

Without the kindness, un-
derstanding and excellent 
customer service provided by 
Carol and Steve on that day 
I know I would have broken 
down with sheer disappoint-
ment. 

A massive ‘thank you’ to 
you both, without your kind-
ness the trip could have been 
a total waste of time. Calmac 
can be proud of staff who can 
offer such an excellent caring 
customer service. 

PS By the way, I was of-
fered the job.

Yours,
Sue Prewett
Coventry

Carpet Appeal
Sir,
The volunteer maintenance 
squad at the Arran Heritage 
Museum works throughout 
the year keeping the various 
buildings up to a high stand-
ard of repair, and over this 
winter has been upgrading 
the rooms in the cottage.  

Inevitably after many years 
thousands of feet have walked 
over the parlour carpet, and 
it has now reached the point 
where it has been worn out 
and must be replaced.  

If any of your readers have 
an old fashioned patterned 
carpet which they no longer 
need the museum would be 
very grateful to receive it.  

Arrangements can be made 
to collect if necessary. 

As the museum opens for 
the new season on 1 April, 
and by that time all exhibits 
must be back in place, anyone 
able to help should ring Tom 
Macleod on 302185 as soon 
as possible.

Yours,
John Lauder
Cora Linn Court
Brodick

like us on  
facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbanner

Keep to the speed limits
The bid to slow down drivers in Whiting Bay is a wel-
come move, but maybe it just shows a lot of motorists 

The sign may say 30mph but clearly these drivers know 
better. ‘So what if there is a concealed exit that others 
may be trying to come out of or kids from the caravan 
park are trying to cross the road to the bus stop? We’re 
not slowing down until we are ready to,’ appears to be 
their attitude.

And maybe it will take more than some count down 
signs and a painted sign on the road to totally change that 
view, but at least it is a positive step to try.

Whiting Bay is not alone on Arran in having to cope 

vans and other vehicles.
But it’s not just islanders. Visitors too often cause need-

less frustration by driving too slow, or even stopping 
completely to admire the view.

And the situation is only going to get worse as the new 
RET fares bring more and more cars, motorhomes and 
caravans to the island.

So what’s the solution? Keeping calm and driving 
within the speed limit will help keep everyone safe and 
particularly so in the villages, where often there are no 
pavements and it is absolutely essential to keep your 
speed down.

The police try to help with regular speed traps around 

that there are traps up ahead.
Just keep to the speed limits and we can all travel safe-

ly.

Theatre of the future
The Arran Drama Festival provided an entertaining 
weekend for many. Two packed houses show how popu-
lar the event is. However, in recent years the number of 
plays being entered has been dropping off.

However, seven excellent productions this year shows 
signs that there is life in the old am-dram yet.

It is positive too that three of the plays were by youth 
theatre companies. As adjudicator Alasdair Hawthorn 
said, if that talent can be nurtured and encouraged, there 
will be a bright future ahead for theatre on the island.
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A Passage to India 
Corrie Film Club’s March presentation comes 

weekend to experience the 

Lorna and Emma ready for their half marathon challenge. 20_b10half01

Corrie and Sannox 
SWRI 
Members and friends were welcomed by 

European visitors get to
savour Arran’s food delights

She has been joined by 

itScotland in partnership with 

will talk about the island’s 

from Scotland and the north 

summer which has just been 

which runs till the end of 

ill Children’s Charity to say thank you for 

Dress to impress and be Scene Around with a group of friends  

whilst enjoying an evening of glamour with Scottish Field.

IN NEED OF SOME SPRING

JOIE DE VIVRE?
SCOTTISH FIELD’S  PHOTOGRAPHER CAN’T WAIT TO MEET YOU! 

Come along for a great night at Our Dynamic Earth on  

Thursday 26 March and join in the celebration of the very best at the 

SCOTTISH RURAL AWARDS GALA DINNER

This glamorous evening will feature a champagne reception, a delicious  

meal and live entertainment. Guests will also receive a luxury goody bag.

Photographs of the evening will be featured in Scottish Field  

or online at scottishfield.co.uk and scottishruralawards.org. 

PURCHASE YOUR TICKETS NOW AT: 

www.scottishruralawards.org

SOMEONE  
ON EACH 

TABLE WILL WIN A BOTTLE OF MALT 
WHISKY!

LIVE JAZZ MUSIC

LAST FEW TICKETS REMAINING
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Weddings
on the isle of Arran
Whatever kind of wedding you are planning 
- small and intimate or large and grand - the 

Isle of Arran is the perfect location

ALTACHORVIE 
Enjoy the most memorable and relaxed 
day of your life at Altachorvie Island 
Retreat. Simple and intimate or lavish and 
glamorous, they can cater for whatever you 
desire.

from the majestic backdrop of Holy Isle and 
is Arran’s only exclusive use venue. 
Catering for up to 70 day guests, 
accommodation for 50 overnight guests and 
up to 100 evening guests, it is the perfect 
place for an intimate wedding, lavish house 
party, corporate retreat or workshop.
The opulent furnishings and decor ensure 
luxury and attention to detail. When 

of the exclusivity and seclusion on offer.
Altachorvie pride themselves in complete 
relaxation, total privacy in picturesque and 
luxurious surroundings.
Enjoy a bespoke experience in cuisine, 
accommodation and service.

BIG WOODEN HOUSE 
Exclusivity, privacy, seclusion and 
relaxation - experience Scotland and luxury 

Enjoy the romantic atmosphere of the Big 
Wooden House and gardens which is one 
of the most enchanting wedding venues in 
Scotland.
With up to eight guests staying midweek, a 
wedding costs from £3,995.
This includes exclusive use of the Big 
Wooden house and garden.
• A beautiful venue for your wedding 
indoors, on the veranda or in the garden.
• Flowers in the reception rooms.
• A delicious menu for your wedding feast 
devised by the resident chef.

• Sumptuous table setting with decorations, 
menus and table plan.
• Professional staff to help and serve your 
guests.
• Silver cake stand and knife.
• The luxurious master suite for the bride 
and groom.
• Arrangements for additional guest 
accommodation
The big Wooden House is also licenced for 
wedding and civil partnership ceremonies.

ELEANOR’S FLOWERS 
At Eleanor’s Flowers they believe that every 
bride and wedding is unique.

individually designed specially for the 
bride and groom based on their style 
and personality. Having done over 100 
weddings over the last 2 years alone, they 

ARRAN CEILIDH BAND 
Arran Ceilidh Band is a local 5-piece band 

and percussion. As well as traditional ceilidh 

songs, sharing vocals and harmony. 
Your booking will include full PA with sound 

your plans for the day, and a disco to end 
the night. 
Please ask in advance if you have any 
particular song you’d like to hear and the 
band will get it ready for you! 
They play regularly at Fiddlers’ Music 
Bar and Bistro in Brodick, so check their 
schedule at arranceilidhband.com to come 
and listen before considering them for your 
special day.

WHETHER you are lucky enough to live on Arran or 
simply enjoy spending time here, the island is one 
of the most beautiful places in the world to celebrate 

your marriage.
All year round the wonderful scenery provides the perfect 
backdrop to your special day ensuring a wedding on Arran is 
sure to be one to remember.
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Tying the knot
in style

All photographs by Andrew Surridge
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FRIDAY’S CHILD 
Friday’s Child at Home Farm, just outside Brodick, is 
now one of the island’s most popular gift shops.
With its unusual collection of gifts for the home as 
well as gorgeous presents for all ages from young 
children all the way up, there is something here for 
everyone.
Distinctive picture frames for your wedding portraits, 
colourful homeware by Joseph and Joseph for your 
new home, and other interesting gifts for the home 

excellent wedding gifts. For any local wedding, 
they even keep a list of all gifts bought so that no 
duplicates are given. All presents bought come with 
a free gift wrapping service.

BRODICK CASTLE 
Within the ancient walls of Brodick Castle, civil, reli-
gious and humanist ceremonies can be held in the 

With wonderful views across Brodick Bay to the Ayr-
shire coast, it is ideal for intimate celebrations.
The castle’s romantic gardens are a picturesque set-
ting for wedding photography, alfresco ceremonies 
and receptions.
For larger gatherings a marquee can be erected 
on the south-facing lawn with the castle forming a 
spectacular backdrop. 

DOUGLAS HOTEL 
At The Douglas Hotel in Brodick you are immedi-
ately immersed in the luxurious surroundings and 
elegance of the recently restored building.
With panoramic views over Brodick Bay to Goatfell, 
the welcoming and relaxed environment of the hotel 
will ensure you have the perfect start to your new life 
together.
Their specialist team will help you create a mem-
orable day, while the skilled and friendly staff will 
take care of all your individual requirements as you 
unwind and take pleasure in knowing that your plans 
and wishes are underway for your special occasion.
The Douglas is a wonderful place to tie the knot in 
style. 

WHITING BAY HALL 

for wedding receptions.
Licensed for wedding ceremonies, it is the ideal 
setting for any big day.
The hall can accommodate 150 people for dinner 
and then another 150 for dancing and can be deco-
rated to suit any wedding decor.
If you are getting married why not pop along to the 
Open Day and Wedding Fayre on Easter Sunday to 
experience this fantastic venue.

Planning a wedding?
Whiting Bay Hall off ers an excellent 
venue for your celebrations and we 

invite you to our 

Open Day and 
Wedding Fayre 

on Easter Sunday
5th April from 11am - 3pm

Contact Sandy - Tel: 700445
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telephone: 0844 493 2152
Visit: www.nts.org.uk/weddings      email: brodickcastle@nts.org.uk

Brodick, Ayrshire and Arran KA27 8HY
The National Trust for Scotland for Places of Historic Interest or Natural Beauty is a charity registered in Scotland, Charity Number SC 007410

• Romantic Isle of Arran location 
 with spectacular views
• Civil, religious and humanist 
 ceremonies
• Maximum of 40 guests for a 
 ceremony and reception within  
 the Castle
• Marquee area for larger groups 
 within the beautiful grounds
• Photographs you will treasure for a 
 lifetime

a place for weddings

Brodick Castle

Celebrating y
on Arran
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ARRAN FLORIST 

years’ experience. Specialising in weddings and working from a studio in 

From bouquets to posies, buttonholes and corsages, exquisite arrange-
ments for church and reception, pedestal displays and cake decorations, 

KINLOCH HOTEL 
The Kinloch Hotel in Blackwaterfoot is set in a stunning location with pan-

The hotel is the perfect setting for any wedding whether you plan to get 
married in the nearby church or the hotel itself.
At the Kinloch there is no standard wedding package.
Their specialist team will help to tailor-make a wedding to suit you and 

The ceremony can be held in the beautiful grounds set against the back-
drop of the sea. 

KILDONAN HOTEL 

all marriage ceremonies.
The outdoor area is simply stunning. Well-maintained gardens, incorpo-
rating a beautiful gazebo in the centre for ceremonies, decking area and 
feature stone walls for amazing photographs. And of course the beach 

otters playing on the rocks.

out and décor of the room itself will complement your personal style and 
colours making your special day truly unique.

ARRAN MOTORS 
Arran motors are a local family business which offers a fantastic wedding 

accessible. They are also able to organise other cars at your request.
Take the stress out of your big day with Arran Motors which will look after 

ANDY SURRIDGE 

that most important day of your life.
Andrew’s wedding photography is about story telling - capture of the emo-
tions and atmosphere of the day through reportage style photography. 
Together with stunning images with Arran’s scenery as your backdrop, he 
creates a contemporary, stylish and complete story of your wedding day.

and whilst remaining discreet many couples thank him for helping the day 
run smoothly, whether it’s suggesting the best place to cut the cake or a 
last-minute repair job to the bride’s dress.

grand style he aims to capture the essence of your day in pictures to last 
a lifetime.
All photographs in this feature were taken at Arran weddings by Andrew 
Surridge.

your marriage
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A team is given advice on their project. 

Innovative 
ideas at school 
enterprise day
Arran High School’s 2015  
enterprise day saw S1 pupils 
take on the challenge of pro-
moting Arran tourism with a 
new festival or event. 

This year’s ideas were ex-
tremely innovative, ranging 

from a Scrabble tournament 
with sightseeing during the 
day, family friendly festivals 
encompassing various out-
door activities on the island 
and Challenge Arran, includ-
ing more extreme events.

During enterprise days pu-
pils work in small groups 
led by a business adviser and 
the school wishes to thank 
the Auchrannie, Routes to 
Flourish, Arran Youth Foun-
dation, VisitArran and Ayr-
shire Chamber of Commerce 
for their time, assistance and 
guidance during both days.

Thanks also go to the ea-
gle-eyed judges Kenneth 
Bone and Sheila Gilmore 
from VisitArran.

The S1 winning team, sup-
ported by Gil Cameron from 
Ayrshire Chamber of Com-
merce, consisted of Aiken 
Adam, Hannah Glendinning, 
Kirk Inglis, Gregor Morri-
son, Aimee Prescott and Ellie 
Wood, assisted by Natasha 
Murray, S3.  

Their idea of a ‘traditional 
adventure on the rock’ was 
well presented, had an excel-
lent logo and the concept was 
feasible too.

The winning team with judges Kenneth Bone and Sheila Gilmore. 

Another team show off their certificates.

A team discuss their idea with the judges. 

Pupils are hard at work on their project.
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There was a good turnout of 
55 members at the February 
meeting of the Arran Anti-
quarians, who welcomed Ali-
son Prince of Whiting Bay as 
their guest speaker and were 
amused by her account of the 
three preceding generations 
of her family tree.

Alison, of course, needed 
the briefest of introductions 
as everyone knows her as the 
writer of books and poetry, 
including the unforgetta-
ble Trumpton. She is a long 
standing past member of Ar-
ran community council, edi-
tor of the on-line newspaper 
The Voice and jazz musician 
playing the clarinet. She last 
spoke to the group a decade 
ago but a return visit from 
this great raconteur with her 

anticipated.
Alison likened people of 

80-plus years to antiques, not 
the type of antiques like the 
little glass and silver inkwell 
and silver chicken which she 
showed the audience, but liv-
ing antiques with a far more 
fascinating history.

She spoke about the lives of 
her grandparents, her mother 
and her siblings, her father 

Flora was a great traveller and 
free spirit with a distinct lack 
of deference, traits Alison ad-
mits she sees to some extent 
in herself.  Living in England 
as a young girl, Flora met a 
young Scots laird who had 
ventured south for the duck 
shooting. They had an affair, 
and when Flora became preg-
nant the young laird was rap-
idly despatched to the Indian 
Army. Determined not to be 
abandoned, Flora took ship to 
India, landing at Calcutta and 
travelling to his base in Poo-
na. A very pregnant Flora told 

her plight and he immediate-

to marry her.
Louise (Alison’s mother) 

duly arrived, followed in 
due course by Hector and 
Marjorie. The children had a 

Shelagh Collins with speaker Alison Prince, centre, and Margaret Bruce. 

Antiquarians get an insight 
into an unconventional and 
very interesting family

typical Raj upbringing, hav-
ing an Ayah and speaking 
Hindi. When Louise was sent 
to Dundee at the age of three 
to a country of rain, cold and 
child poverty, she immediate-
ly became a Socialist! 

Her father’s family in Dun-
dee were a globetrotting and 
eccentric family. Even Teddy 
the dog used to take himself 
off on the tram in search of 
some canine amorous ad-
ventures. Brother Hector, a 
handsome man of the Raj, 
was indulged and quite a so-
cial conman with no regard 
for rules and regulations. At 
16 he joined the Fleet Air 

later. Having crashed his 
plane through the roof of a 
house where four daughters 
resided, he married one and 
a son and daughter were pro-
duced.  Hector throughout his 
life seemed to disappear for 
years then return after some 
other escapade. He married 
Winifred, a Putney barmaid 
,while he was possibly still 
married, and they had a son, 
Dave, and later a daughter 
Mary. He consequently had 
two separate families. One of 
his adventures was to go off 
and join the Black and Tans.  
Sister Marjorie came back 
from India later and eventu-

moved to Canada and start-
ed a Canadian branch of the 
family. Alison remembers her 
as a generous person.

Alison’s father, Charles, 
was from a mining village 
north of Leeds, who had a 
great future as a pianist but 
on his father’s death when 
he was 13 he had to aban-
don his ambition and begin 
work in the mill until 1914 
when he went to war, serv-
ing at Ypres and the Somme. 
The war affected him greatly.  
When World War II began in 
1939 the family were in south 
London and he worked at the 

Penny Bank and served as a 

Alison remembers a happy 

home full of Indian memo-
rabilia and an abundance of 
books. She was fascinated 
by a book of Blake’s poems 
which she discovered at the 
age of three which helped her 
to learn to read.  She remem-
bers the London blitz and 
the VI and VII bombs, one 
of which destroyed the next 
door house.

Alison to Arran at the age of 
8. During the violently rough 

Flora hauled the seasick child 
onto the deck and it was an 
instant cure for her ‘mal de 
mer’. 

Since the advent of the in-
ternet, research into the fam-
ily has continued through 
the generations and, in true 
unconventional manner, they 
all rendezvoused on the steps 
of Eros in Piccadilly Circus. 
Uncannily they all had ‘the 
family look’ despite having 
come from all parts of the 
world, and can now commu-
nicate by internet.  Hector’s 
son, David, is now her closest 
family contact, and they have 
become close over the years.

It was all a fascinating in-
sight into an unconventional 
and very interesting family.

The Antiquarians next 
meeting will be on Monday 
16 March, at 2 pm in Brod-
ick Hall, when Sue Mills of 
Brodick Castle will talk about 
the Castle Art Collection. ND

Since the advent of the 
internet the research into 
the family has continued 
through the generations
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DIGITAL OR PRINT

subscribe to

And receive a

FREE
GIFT

Terms and conditions apply. Minimum one year subscription costing £42. 
New subscribers only.  Cancellation charges apply and no refunds can be given. 

UK subscribers only. While stocks last. Fragrances in this free gift may vary. 

courtesy 

of Arran 

AromaticsWORTH 

£22.00 

tel: 01371 851868
or visit: www.arranbanner.co.uk/subscribe 

 QUOTE AB1214 

celebrating 25 years of gifting
www.arranaromatics.com

The winners and runners-up with their 
prizes. 

Five in a row for Niall in
memorial darts contest

Ann McCroary presents the James Cup to Niall as Margaret Mackenzie looks on. 

Organiser Margaret and her good friend 
Ann enjoy the night. 

Niall and Kate celebrate their success. 

Vicki Milne, Lindsay Patrick and Lorna Logan who took part. 
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TWENTY
YEARS AGO

Saturday 11 March, 1995

Arran Mountain Rescue 
Team recently held an exer-
cise to practice their snow 
and ice techniques.

After meeting at their Brod-
ick base they headed up 
from High Corrie to Stocach 
Ridge. 

Although there was little 
snow at sea level, it was easy 
to climb into increasingly 
arctic conditions.

These 10 young mathematicians recently took part in the Sharp UK Schools 
Intermediate Challenge and all have been awarded a gold, silver or bronze certifi cate. 
Pictured with teacher Jimmy Stewart are, left to right: Nina Waterland, silver; Craig 
Borland, bronze; Colin Campbell, bronze; James Gilmore, bronze; Gilbert McKinnon, 
gold; Kevin Aston, silver; Neville Broadis, silver; Euan Murchie, bronze; and behind 
Joseph I’Anson, bronze, and Stephen Muirhead, bronze. b10twe03

The workmen who erected the new grille at the Kings 
Cave with supervisor Rachel Harry. b10twe01

Married in Brodick Church last Saturday were Fiona 
Douglas of Helensburgh and Graham Kerr of Brodick. 
Fiona was partly brought up on the island when her 
parents George and Janette ran the St Elmo Hotel. The 
couple plan to live in Brodick. b10twe02

Iain Frame, Mark Bunyan and Stewart Lambie of the 
Arran Mountain Rescue Team use ropes on a steep 
incline as the team face Alpine conditions in the Arran 
hills. b10twe04

The Kings Cave at 
Drumadoon has this week 

grille to protect it from 
vandalism.

The move has caused a 
fair amount of controversy 
as a number of islanders 
are unhappy with the 
need to close the site of 
archaeological importance, 
where Robert the Bruce just 
may have been spurred on by 
an industrious spider.

The old railings had been in 
place for more than 60 years 

Fit for a king

A meeting took place in Arran 
Hotel last Friday organised by 
the SSPCA with the intention 
of forming an Arran branch 
of the society.

Around 25 people turned up 
and after a video was shown, 

and had long since rusted into 
disrepair. The new gates will 
allow access four metres into 
the cave.

Getting the new gates to 
the site proved tricky and a 
helicopter was brought in to 
lift both the metalwork and 
the sand and cement in six 
trips from the new car park 
on Machrie Moor. The work 
was carried out under the 
supervision of Rachel Harvey 
a research worker at Glasgow 
University Archaeological 
Research Department.

In safe hands
For three new members of 

the team, Jamie McKinnon, 
Michael Small and Mark 
Bunyan, this was a chance for 
them to learn from the more 
experienced team members 
on how to use crampons and 
an ice axe to break their fall.

It is one of half a dozen or 
so exercises which the team 
will complete over the winter 
months.

Machrie Bay tennis 
courts are to receive a 
grant of £3,000 from the 
Foundation for Sport and 
the Arts.

The money, which is 
funded by the football 
pools, will be used for 
resurfacing the courts and 
drainage.

The football pools, 
however, are threatened by 
the National Lottery and 
MP Brian Wilson fears that 
such grants may, in time, 
dry up.

He said: ‘Arran has 
done very well out of the 
foundation and my concern 
now is that its funding is 
threatened because of the 
National Lottery.’

Funding 
threat

Excellence prize
Dunvegan House in Brodick has been awarded the accolade 
of best hotel/guest house in the Booker Prize for Excellence. 

It has been run for the past four years by David and Naomi 
Spencer and in that time the guest house has been extended 
and upgraded. As a result they have now dropped the word 
‘guest’ from the title of the premises.

New branch
a new branch was discussed 
and it was decided to hold a 
sponsored dog walk.

A SSPCA spokesman said: 
‘We are trying to form a 
new branch and had a good 
response.’
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in association with Isle of Arran Brewery
What’s on

www.arranbrewery.com

www.arranbrewery.com

Everyday
Brodick Castle, Garden Open              9am-Dusk
Arran Brewery Mon, Wed & Fri 12.30-5pm Sat 10-5pm
Arran Brewery tour 2pm (limited spaces call for availability)
Lamlash Tennis Courts/Putting Green Open all day

Saturday 7th March
Army Cadets Auchrannie Road 11am –1 pm. 
Over 21s Disco Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa pool, 4-5pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick from 8pm
Brodick Market Auchrannie Road, Brodick, 10-4.30pm
Blackwaterfoot bowling club rink game Blackwaterfoot bowling club, 1.45pm
Women for independence Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 2 for 2.30pm
Live Music  Corrie Hotel, Corrie, 8pm

Sunday 8th March
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm-5pm
AA Meeting Brodick church Hall, 5pm-6.30pm
Mackerel Lottery  Kinloch Bar, 5pm 
Open Session - All musicians & Singers welcome Fiddlers, Brodick 2.30pm
Soundbath Ormidale Pavilion, 3-4pm

Monday 9th March
Over 50s Badminton Lochranza Village Hall, 2-4pm
Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Citizens Advice Ormidale Pavilion, 9.30-1.30pm
Morning Fitness Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
Table Tennis Corrie Hall, 6.30pm
Badminton Auchrannie Sports Hall,7-9pm
Arran Junior Football Club Ormidale Park, 6-7.30pm
Yoga Corrie Village Hall, 11am - 12 noon
Circuit Training Auchrannie Gym, 6-7pm
Scottish Country Dancing     Beginners & Improvers, Corrie & Sannox Hall,2 - 4pm
10/10 Total Body workout Arran High School, Lamlash, 6.45pm
Lunch Club Brodick Sheltered Housing, 12.30pm

Tuesday 10th March
Pop Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Auchrannie Winter Bowls                   Auchrannie 7pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Youth Club Kildonan Hall, 7pm
Rotary club Glencloy Suite, Auchrannie, 7.15pm
Healthy Outdoors 10am-1pm NTS Ranger Centre
Blackwaterfoot bowling club rink game Blackwaterfoot bowling club, 1.45pm
RunArran  Hospital Hill car park, Lamlash, 5.30pm
Bridge for beginners Learning Centre, Lamlash, 7-9pm
Scottish Country Dancing All Stages, Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm
Coffee morning Brodick Church Hall, 10.30 - 12noon

Wednesday 11th March 
Rock & Pop Bingo Ormidale Hotel 9.30pm
Tae Kwondo Arran high School Kids-6.30-7.30pm Adults-7.30-8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm
Arran Brass Rehearsal Brodick Church Hall, 7-9pm
Yoga Auchrannie Studio, 9am-10am

Arran Heritage Museum Archives & Genealogy service 10.30-12.30 & 1.30-3.30
RunArran Auchrannie car park, 5.30pm
Yoga-Arran Kinneil, Lamlash, 7-8.30pm
Drift Inn Quiz Lamlash, 9pm
Mixed Hockey Auchrannie Sports Hall, 7.30-9pm
Dog classes Whiting Bay Hall, 1pm

Thursday 12th March
Morning Fitness Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
General Knowledge Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Folky, Country, Bluesy Night with Cams & Friends Fiddlers, Brodick,7.30pm
Yoga Corrie Village Hall, 6pm - 7pm
Bridge Club Brodick Golf Clubhouse, 7pm
Open Music session Drift Inn, Lamlash, 9pm
Ladies Hockey Ormidale Pavillon, 7.30-8.30pm
RunArran Beginners Auchrannie Car Park, Brodick, 5.30pm
Cardiac Rehab Auchrannie leisure club, 2-3.30pm
Body & Mind Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 6-7pm
Country Park Volunteer Day Brodick Castle, 10am - 4pm
Brodick Embroidery Group Brodick Library, 7.30-9.30pm
QuiltArran Lamlash Fire Station, 2-4.30pm
Auchrannie Winter Bowls                   Auchrannie, 7pm
Weighing in for Mary’s Meals Lamlash church Hall, 4pm - 4.30pm
Weighing in for Mary’s Meals Brodick Church Hall, 5.15pm - 5.45pm

Friday 13th March
Yoga Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9am - 10am

Arran Youth Foundations Church Hall, Brodick 7pm-9pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick, 8pm
Lochranza Kids Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6-8pm
Lochranza Adults Badminton Lochranza Hall, 8pm
Family fun night Brodick Golf Club 4.45pm
Brodick Market Auchrannie Road, Brodick, 10-4.30pm
AA Meeting Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick, 8pm
Tae Kwondo Arran high School, Lamlash Adults,7pm -8.30pm
Eco Savvy pop up shop Whiting Bay Hall, 10.30am - 6.30pm
Psychic Night Corrie Hotel, Corrie, 7.30pm
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Recruitment

Arran and Mainland
Previous experience in Care work desirable

Property

Arran Factory Shop 
and Visitor Experience

Part-Time Retail Consultant Vacancies
15 – 30 hours Mid March to October 2015

Retail experience and knowledge of fragrance would be 
desirable with exceptional customer service skills. We are 

looking for confident, fun and passionate individuals to excite 
and inspire our customers, flexible with a can-do attitude. 

Please email your CV and letter of application to Irene 
Currie, Retail Manager:

irenec@arranaromatics.com or drop your details in to the 
shop at the Home Farm Centre, Brodick.  

CARER WANTED
My name is Duncan Bannatyne and I 

need a personal carer, especially one 
who can work weekends.

Approx 12-18 hours per week
Moving and handling experience

helpful but not essential.
For this I can pay you £8.50 per hour.

Please call 01770 860217

Public Notices

Season Grounds Person
Experience in a similar role is preferred, It is essential that you 
are physically fit and able to work until the end of September.

Food & Beverage Assistants
We are looking for full time and part time positions 

within our 3 award winning restaurants. Customer service 
experience is required.

Housekeeping Attendants
We are looking for full time and part time positions to work 
across the resort. You will have team work experience and 

not shy of hard work! 
Full descriptions can be found at 

www.auchranniejobs.co.uk or contact 
hr@auchrannie.co.uk

We are currently recruiting for a 
Seasonal/Permanent Chef de Partie. 

Position is full-time, live-in room & board 
if required. 

Please email CV's to info@kildonanhotel.com
01770-820-207

LONG LET
3 Bedroomed House 

available for let in Kilmory.

Tel 870207 or 870263

Kenneth Gibson MSP

To contact Kenneth outside these times, please contact his constituency office:  
15 Main Street, Dalry, KA24 5DL   Tel: 01294 833 687 
Email: Kenneth.gibson.msp@scottish.parliament.uk

will hold advice surgeries at the following times and locations. 
Monday 09 March
Whiting Bay Village Hall 11.15-12.15
Kilmory Village Hall 13.00-14.00 
Brodick Health Centre 15.00-16.00 
Monday 13 April
Kildonan Village Hall  11.30 -12.30 
Shiskine Village Hall 13.15-14.15
ACVS Office, Park Terrace, Lamlash   15.00-16.00

No appointment necessary

Visit www.thewantedads.co.uk for all the facts 
on local media advertising effectiveness

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbanner
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Drive Times

UNDER

£30
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED 
ITEMS INTO CASH!

ARRAN BANNER CLASSIFIEDS

The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ
Tel: 01770 302142  Fax: 01770 302021

Email adverts@arranbanner.co.uk     www.arranbanner.co.uk

Simply complete the 
form and return to the 

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE TUESDAY 4.00pm
NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE

ITEM ...........................................................................................................................
DESCRIPTION ...........................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................  
 ....................................................................................................................................
PRICE .............................................TELEPHONE .....................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON

PAINTER AND DECORATOR

TREES

Tree & hedge cutting and clearing
Brush Cutting and strimming.

All types of fencing

Call Jamie McKinnon: 
01770 810 222 or 07760 247201

COMPUTING SERVICES

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing 
of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part 
and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, 
books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer 
in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the 
event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, 
it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.

In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one 
or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge 
a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

Incidentals 
Arran

Happy computers on 
Arran since 1983

Bill Stewart
T. 830343

5.5 metre 
Northcraft Rib

Tel: 07887 807552 (Arran)

5.5 metre Northcraft Rib with 
80hp Yamaha 2 stroke and road trailer 

with new axle
£2,500 o.n.o.

UNDER £30
Single bed new mattress, £15 
can deliver Tel: 07443648408
Hens - high-line point of lay pul-
lets call Colin: 07968259502
2 good quality waterproof car 
covers, one with doors, suit car 
up to 14ft - offers, petrol lawn-
mower ‘Powerdevil’ only done 
18 hours work - offers, pressure 
washer brand new and unused 
- offers, hydraulic jack - offers, 
crates of garden tools - offers, 
mechanics tool kit - offers Tel: 
860551
Two Baltic Dog buoyancy jack-

£15.00 each or £25.00 for both, 
hardly used, New Parkside car 
polisher £10.00, never used Ma-
callister angle grinder 600 watt.  
£30.00, Bosch Hammer Drill 
£15.00, Xtreme cordless charge-
able drill/screwdriver £12.00, 
record wood planer and angle 
measurer £15.00 the two, box of 
decorators equipment, brushes, 
rollers etc £12.00 the lot, box of 
various tools £12.00 the lot Tel: 
Julie 830247
Double bed mattress, £20. Tel: 
700628
Selection of skateboarding vide-
os/dvd offers Tel:077924502814
Wall mirror, white wood frame, 
as new - 20" x 30" (50x76cm) - 
£20. Wood picture frame, new in 
wrapper - 40 x 50cm - £7, Bab-

black/grey - as new £5, New in 

Lights - £8 each, New in box 
Homebase Square Downlights 

- £20, New in box Homebase 
Downlight Chrome effect 8.7cm 
- £10 Tel: 600238

Very old antique sideboard - 
beautiful carving, solid oak £25 
Tel: 07443642408

tween kitchen wall units £20, 
potting tray for greenhouse £8, 
Roller blind cream 49” £10 Tel: 
601269

OVER £30
As new with sales receipt - 
Takamine electric/classical gui-

and unused soft bag - cost £308, 
will accept £150 ono Tel: 302208
Shotgun Cabinet for sale - 5 gun 
capacity good condition.  Police 
approved £80 tel: 820352
Nearly new set of metal bunk 
beds with mattresses £100 
Tel:860773
Wood turning lathe, nutool dust 
extractor - selection of chisels, 
gouges and sharpener. Superno-
va chuck safe plates etc - £225 
may sell separately Tel: 700727

chairs - wall units and drawers 
open to offers Tel: 600706

Wickes black with sparkle, 3m 
long cost £160 bargain at £90 
Tel: 601269

WANTED
Used electric adjustable bed. Tel: 
700628
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like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbanner

CHURCH NOTICES

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

 (Part of the Worldwide
 Anglican Communion)

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay. 
Sunday, 8th March

Holy Communion, 11.00 am. 
Rev Simon Mackenzie,

 Priest-in-Charge.
Coffee after service. 

Wednesday 11th March
Holy Communion, 12.15 pm.

ALL WELCOME

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza,
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but working 
together
Minister:

 Rev Angus Adamson,
 Parish Assistant:
Mrs Jean Hunter:

Worship will be conducted in 
the above churches at the fol-

lowing times to which
all are invited .

Sunday 8th March
Lochranza and Pirnmill

 Churches. 10.15am Morning 
Worship in Pirnmill.

Shiskine Church, 12noon
Morning Worship.

Brodick Church, 10.30am  
Morning Worship. 

Corrie Church, 11.30am Prayer 
Meeting, 12noon Morning 

Worship.
There will also be a Service of 
Worship in Montrose House

at 1.30pm.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share”
Sunday 8th March

Kilmory 10am
Lamlash 11.30 am
Rev John Webster

All welcome, including
families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND
(continuing)

Sunday 8th March
Morning Service, 11am
Trust Housing Lounge,
Glen Estate, Brodick

Evening Service 6.30pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick

Prayer Meeting
Wednesday 11th March

at 7pm
5 Glen Road
All welcome

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

Sunday 8th March  
Shiskine 11am (Church on road 

between Blackwaterfoot and 
Machrie)

Brodick 7pm (Church behind 

Rev Ronnie Christie

WHITING BAY AND
 KILDONAN

 CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
 (Charity Number SC014005)

Sunday 8th March
 Worship will be conducted 

by the minister, Rev Elizabeth 
Watson, at 10.30am.

 Tea and coffee will be served in 
the transept after the service.

All most welcome.

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Sunday mass 11am

ARRAN BAPTIST CHURCH
Minister: Rev Vince Jennings

Sunday 8th March
11am Morning worship
in the Ormidale Sports

Pavilion, Brodick
Tea & Coffee after the service.
Wednesday at 7.30pm Home 

Fellowship Group for 
Bible Study and Prayer.

Contact phone no 600222
Everyone warmly invited

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS, QUAKERS

Quakers meet every Sunday at 
11am. For meeting venue ring – 

830622, 820223

Blackwaterfoot Bowls Club recently held its 
AGM, trophy presentation and annual dinner 
at the Kinloch Hotel. 

Twenty members and guests heard  about 
club activities for the previous year and the 
progress being made in building the new pa-
vilion. 

Club members were reminded of the suc-
cess of the out of season bowls games on 
Tuesdays and Saturdays throughout the win-

ter. They discussed various methods to en-
courage new players to the club.

After the meeting, trophies were presented 
to winners of the competitions held through-
out the year. This was followed by an enjoy-
able dinner.

Anyone interested in playing bowls, from 
complete beginners to experienced players, 
can contact Keith Thompson on 860463. All 
necessary equipment is available on loan.

The prizewinning ladies of Brodick Golf Club.

Brodick Golf Club
Brodick Golf Club ladies 

prizegiving dinner was held 
in the clubhouse on Friday 6 
February. Twenty eight ladies 
had a beautiful dinner in front 

music provided by Yvonne 
Brothers.

The prizewinners were: Ec-
lectic, Susan Butchard; Bird-
ie Tree, Fiona Henderson; 
Par Tree, Lesley Murray; 
SLGA Flag Brooch, Susan 
Butchard;  SLGU Brooch, 
Susan Butchard; Thistle 
Brooch, Liz Sinclair; LGU 
Silver Medal, Pat Reid; LGU 
Bronze Medal, Gege Kroner; 
Stronach Cup, Heather Rae-
side and Kay Kitson; Helen’s 
Vases, Margaret Roxburgh 
and Tricia Martin.

Winter Trophy, Lesley Mur-
ray; Club Trophy, Gege Kro-
ner; St Elmo Cup, Fiona Hen-
derson; Medal Final, Fiona 
Henderson; Wilkie Trophy, 
Ann Hart; Wright Trophy, 
Heather Raeside; Centenary 
Quaich, Yvonne Brothers; 
Legion Trophy, Susan Butch-
ard; Scratch Cup, Fiona Hen-
derson.

Gege Kroner won the 
bronze championship. The 
Club Championship was won 
by Fiona Henderson.

Thanks to all the ladies for 
coming along, what a great 
turnout. Well done to all the 
prizewinners.

The ladies say goodbye with 
hearty thanks to Trish Martin 
who has been an excellent 
Lady Captain for the last two 
years and welcome Margaret 
Bryce, their new Lady Cap-
tain. Thanks go to Trish and 
Douglas for great food and 
drink.

Fixtures: Saturday 7 March, 

AGA Winter League (post-
poned from Sunday 1 March). 
Sunday 8 March, Brandon 
and Winter Cup, open draws 
at 9am and 12noon

Sunday 15 March, Clochen-
dichter (four ball better ball).

Machrie Golf Club
Fixtures: Will members 

please note that, due to the 
need to reschedule the AGA 
Winter League match because 
of bad weather last weekend, 
the Lochranza Hotel Cup 
match has been moved from 
Saturday 7 March to Saturday 
14 March.

Corrie Golf Club
Saturday 28 February, 

Marvin Elliot 73-15=58, 2 
Alastair McDonald 71-9=62. 
Best scratch A McDonald 71. 
Magic two Jim McConna-
chie.

Monday 2 March, game 
abandoned due to the weath-
er.

Fixtures: Saturday 7 March, 

no medal at Corrie due to 
AGA (gents) at Brodick.

Lamlash Golf Club
Thursday 26 February, Yel-

low Medal. 1 Ian Bremn-
er 67-5=62, 2 Alan Smith 
75-10=65. Magic twos Q J 
Young@7th.

Fixtures: Saturday 7 March, 
Winter League team game 
(postponed league match) at 
Brodick, Lamlash v Machrie 
10.20am start. Sunday 8 
March, Glenburn Cup 9.30am 
and 12 noon starts.

Arran Golfers Association 
Saturday 7 March at Brod-

ick Golf Club, rescheduled 
Duncan Trophy/Winter 
League 14/15 Final Round.

Unfortunately Brodick have 
golf parties booked at 11am 
so a shotgun start is a non 
starter. Revised tee off times 
are as follows: Brodick v 
Whiting Bay 9am, Shiskine 
v Corrie 9.40am, Lamlash v 
Machrie 10.20am.

There is a scenario where 
two teams could be tied on 

points, games won and the 
same head to head. If so each 
team will pick two players 

death.
Fingers crossed for some 

decent weather next week-
end.

Arran Ladies Golf Union
The fourth Drumadoon 

Tray competition was held 
at Brodick Golf Club on 
Saturday 28 February when 
15 ladies played in mixed 
conditions. 1 Mary Jo Todd 
96-26=70, 2 Gege Kroner 93-
22=71, BIH from Elizabeth 
Sinclair 88-17=71. Scratch 
Kma Genda 84.

Thanks to Brodick Golf 
Club for the courtesy of the 
course and to James and 
Jackie in the pro shop and, of 
course, to Trish in the club-
house for her usual super ca-
tering.

doon for the season is at Cor-
rie Golf Club on Sunday 22 
March.

Competition winners with their trophies, left to rght: Marian Brambles, John and 
Christine Robinson, Reuben Betley and Vic Iutz. 

Bowls winners lift their trophies

PARKIN - Allan, David, 
Ian and families would like 
to thank all those who sent 
letters and cards of sympathy 
following the recent death of 
Gwen. Your kind and sincere 
words have helped us all at 
this sad time.



The Arran Banner’s circulation is independently audited by the Audit Bureau of Circulations (ABC Ltd) 
- www.abc.org.uk.  The total average weekly net circulation for the 52 issues between 2nd January 2012 and
30th December 2012 for combined print and digital editions was 3,307.

The Arran Banner will continue to be independently audited.

Arran’s Weekly Newspaper

Sport

Published by Wyvex Media, Brodick, Isle of Arran 
Tel: 01770 302142 - Fax 01770 302021

E-mail: editor@arranbanner.co.uk

NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING

Recycled paper made 
up 75.5% of the 

raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004

Country Kiln

A
FFORDABLE

01560 483966 

Woodburning & Multifuel stoves 

Starting
from £299 

Arran Bridge Club results
The latest results from Arran Bridge Club are as follows: The 
Boyd Trophy Round 5 in Brodick held on Thursday 26 Feb-
ruary. 1 Tricia Martin and Douglas Hamilton, 2 Anne McK-
elvie and Janie Maclure, 3 Maureen Cumming and Jennifer 
McArthur.

Aggregate pairs competition held in Lamlash on Monday 
2 March. N/S 1 Tricia Martin and David Campbell, 2 Mor-
ag Gardner and Brenda Livingstone, 3 Vic and Michael Iutz. 
E/W 1 Janette McBride and John Baraclough, 2 Margaret 
McGill and Elizabeth McKellar, 3 Pat Adamson and Linda 
Trickett.

Judith Ross keeps close 
control during an attack. 
20_b10hockey01

Arran in 12-goal rout
of hapless Giffnock

Arran 12 Giffnock 0
Arran Ladies Hockey Team 
chalked up its biggest win 
since it was reformed last 
year thumping 12 goals past 
Giffnock without reply at 
Orimidale Park.

Arran’s opponents for the 
West District Division Four 

island on Saturday despite the 
amber alert ferry warnings 
and, by the end of the game, 
probably wished they had 
stayed on the mainland.

Arran had a team of 13 and 
a half as Anne Watts was 
seeing how her injury would 
hold up so was playing just 
half a game.

The home team totally jelled 
with great calling, passing 
and moving. 

By half time the score was 

4-0 and eight more goals in 
the second half gave Arran a 
resounding victory making 

the Arran players felt sorry 
for the Giffnock girls.

Judith Ross was awarded 
dame of the game by Giff-
nock.

Goals were scored by Lor-
raine Hewie, Anne Watts, 
Susie Murchie, Judith Ross, 
Catherine McBain, Juliette 
Walsh and captain Victoria 
McNicol.

Afterwards she said: ‘This 

ing game. I’m putting our 

Brown’s amazing tablet pre 
match and at half time.’

This Saturday Arran are 
away to Loch Lomond at 
Hermitage School in Helens-
burgh, with the pass back at 
2.15pm.

The following weekend 
there will be a double head-
er at home making just four 
games left for the season.

Dame of the game Judith 
Ross. 

Captain Victoria McNicol leads the charge. 20_b10hockey02

Lorraine Hewie prepares to shoot with back up from Susie Murchie. 20_b10hockey04

‘I’m putting our extra energy down 
to Carol Brown’s amazing tablet pre-
match and at half time’
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