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Making the jump to real nap-
pies is being made a little easier 
for new Arran mums.

In the past mums sick of 
nappy pins and boiling cloths, 

was disposable nappies.
But a lot has changed in the 

nappy world.

nappy library in a bid to per-
suade more mums to switch to 
reusable. 

These days cloth nappies are 
fun, fancy and easy to use - and 
wash.

Jennifer Earle, a full time 
mum-of-two has been con-

Jennifer launches nappy library in a 
bid to push cloth revolution on Arran

Jennifer drying cloth 
nappies on the washing 
line. 20_b07nappy04

the cost, followed by how cute 
-

tal aspect is also important.
Figures show new parents 

baby’s life if they switch to 
the reusable option. And that 
doesn’t take into account the 
higher cost of nappies on Ar-
ran.

husband Andrew in Kilmory, 

when she was still in Cross-
house Hospital in Kilmarnock 
with second daughter Rowan.

Jennifer said: ‘I was so bored 
in the hospital and just spent 
all the time on the internet. 

about how reusable nappies 
had changed.’

home and was immediately 

she has not bought a single 
disposable nappy - a huge 

-
mary School, ‘was in nappies 
I was always skint because I 

pack of disposable nappies.
‘With the renewable nappies 

to spare which I can use to 
take the girls out,’ she said.

‘They are also so cute and 
come in so many colours, de-
signs and fabrics. Daisy helps 

little sister.
‘They are also easy to wash 

as they come apart and can 

just go in a normal wash,’ she 
added.

‘And although it is not my 
primary reason for using them 

-

is one less nappy for the land-

‘It is estimated parents will 

for a new born baby will see 
parents with enough nappies 

three years of their child’s 
life.

Now, help is at hand for any 
young mums who want to try 
before their buy.

Jennifer has set up a new 
nappy library where mums 
can get a starter pack to see if 
reusable nappies are for them.

Ayrshire Council who were 

supply of reusable nappies 
to get started. Since then 

from the manufacturer Little 
Lamb and a donation from a 
woman in England who runs 
a similar scheme.

Jennifer now has more that 
-

ing up into testers sets and gift 
bags for mums to try for free.

-
pies, two wraps, a set of liners, 
a wash bag and a jar of baby 
barrier cream, supplied by Ar-

ran Aromatics.
Jennifer said: ‘The idea is to 

try them. All I would ask is 
that if they are not for them 
they return the packs to me, so 
someone else can try it.’

She will also hire bigger kits 
to mums but will be asking for 
a donation for them to plough 
back into the library funds for 
replacements.

‘I am not doing this to make 
any money. The reusable nap-

-
ence to me and I just want to 

come such a long way.’
Jennifer can be contacted 

on Facebook at Arran Fluffy 
Bums or though the Arran 
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8-seater taxis available

Ardrossan Harbour to:

Glasgow Airport
£35.00

Prestwick Airport
£25.00

Return bookings and other 
prices on request.

It pays to advertise in the Arran Banner

A visitor is offering a sub-
stantial reward after he lost a 
dog lead in Brodick on Satur-
day 8 February.

The man from Dundee was 
visiting friends on the island 
when he lost the lead for his 
dog Akela somewhere be-

tween the Brodick Ferry Ter-
minal and the Co-op.

The lead which is ‘of great 
sentimental value’ is pink 
with a black collar.

Anyone who can help 
should telephone: 07985 
643225.

Some of the most elusive 
species of animal in the UK 
can regularly be seen on Ar-
ran.

And while 60 per cent of 
people in Britain have never 
seen a red squirrel they are 
thriving on the island.

The nightjar is at the top 
of the list of the UK’s most 
elusive species, according to 
a new academic study, which 
ranks the rarest wild animal 
sightings in the UK for the 

by the golden eagle.
Both can be spotted, if for-

tunate, on Arran.
According to island bird 

expert Jim Cassels the night-

breed on the island, and was 

years last June north of Brod-
ick and reports continued un-
til the end of the month.

He said: ‘Nightjars migrate 
here from Africa arriving in 
Scotland in May and early 
June. Nightjars are rarely 
seen during daylight. As the 
name implies, people most 
often encounter the Nightjar 
at night.’ 

Also on the list is the otter, 
slow worm and adder and the 

which can all be found on Ar-

does not breed here.
The survey also discovered 

that only 36 per cent of the 
UK population had spotted a 
deer in the wild.

The Natural Curiosities 
Report was specially com-
missioned to mark the launch 
of the new series of David 
Attenborough’s Natural Cu-
riosities on digital channel 
Watch, which starts next 
week.

Sir David Attenborough, 
who presents the show, said: 
‘This report shines a spot-
light on some of the most cu-
rious and interesting species 
at large in the UK today.

‘It is interesting to note 
that many of our supposedly 
common species are also 
hard to spot in the wild. The 
fact that a quarter of British 
adults have never seen a wild 
hedgehog suggests that we 
are witnessing rapidly dwin-
dling numbers.’

The research team, led by 
conservationist Dr Toni Bun-
nell, spent a month analysing 
reported animal sightings in 
order to collate a list of the 
20 most elusive indigenous 
species, before 2,000 British 
adults were asked whether 
they had ever seen any of 
them in their natural environ-
ment in the UK. 

David Attenborough’s Nat-
ural Curiosities, is a new and 
exclusive on digital chan-
nel Watch, Tuesdays at 8pm 

A talented young vocalist 
from Arran High School just 
missed out on winning the 
prestigious title of ‘North 
Ayrshire Young Singer of the 

Olivia Barker from Whiting 
-

ists who took part in the com-
petition which was organised 
by North Ayrshire Council’s 
Music Service and was held 
in the Irvine Burns Club on 
Thursday 6 February.

The overall title was award-
ed to Kayla McGregor of St 
Matthew’s Academy after an 
evening of recital and per-

who were each representing 
one of the secondary schools 
within North Ayrshire. 

Kayla from St Matthew’s 
Academy overcame tough 
competition from the other 
contenders for the coveted 
title.

in the event were all selected 
as winners from their own 
schools heat:
Ardrossan Academy – Niomi 
Gallacher
Arran High School – Olivia 
Barker
Auchenharvie Academy – Sa-
mantha Frew

Lost dog lead

Most elusive 
species can be 
found on Arran

Runner-up Olivia 
is North Ayrshire 
singing sensation

Garnock Academy – Becky 
Todd
Greenwood Academy – Ala-
na Crawford
Kilwinning Academy – An-
drew Bleakley 
Largs Academy – Ruth 
Hutchinson
St Matthew’s Academy – 
Kayla McGregor

Kayla gave an outstanding 
recital of O Del Mio Ardor 
by Gluck and a remarkable 
performance of Adelaide’s 
Lament by Loesser, which 

ultimately won her the over-
all title.

The competition runners 
up were Arran’s Olivia and 
Ruth Hutchinson from Largs 
Academy. 

Adjudicator Julie Carrie con-

standard of their performances 
and Provost Joan Sturgeon 
awarded all nine participants 
with their prizes – gift vouch-
ers for Biggars Music.  

The winner and runners up 
were also presented with spe-

cially commissioned trophies. 
Praising the event Provost 

Joan Sturgeon said: ‘I had a 
fantastic evening listening to 
the singing talents on offer 
from each of the nine pupils 
- who were all worthy of the 
title.

‘I believe North Ayrshire 
has some rising stars and 
I look forward to hearing 
where their talents take them 
in the future.

 ‘A very big well done to 
everyone that took part.’ 

Runner-up Olivia Barker from Arran High School, front row left, with the other 
competitors. b07oli01NO
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It pays to advertise in the Arran Banner 

ARDROSSAN
HARBOUR
TO YOUR DESTINATION

Mainland Taxis
07921 998457
01294 463556
Glasgow City Centre £42

Glasgow Airport £35

Prestwick Airport £25

Irvine Central Hospital £14

Crosshouse Hospital £20

Ayr Hospital £32

Troon Harbour £22

Kilmarnock £23

Ayr £28
For other quotes just ask!
Friendly Reliable Service
www.mainland-taxis.co.uk
7 SEATER WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE VEHICLE 
AVAILABLE

An Arran crime writer is to

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Drugs warning after young woman dies
-

-

-

-

Cicely makes 
her paperback 
debut with 
first crime 
novel

Cicely Gill with her husband’s painting which is the front cover of Ivory. 20_b07book01

-

-

-

-
-

-

-

-

T e l : 0 1 7 7 0 3 0 2 9 6 8

BISTROOPENEACHEVENING
FROM6pm

SUNDAY ROAST £9.50
12-3pm each week

PP

OPEN ALLDAY
NEW 2 COURSEBARMENU £12.50
QuickBitesCoffee&Cake
Cocktails
Wine& Nibbles

Valentine’s Dinner 
at

the Douglas Hotel

£35 per couple
INCLUDING A BOTTLE OF PROSECCO

£

Availableon
FRIDAY14th&SATURDAY15th FEBRUARY

WE CATER FOR ALL TYPES OF FUNCTIONS
PARTIES, CELEBRATIONS, OCCASIONS
PLEASE CALL US WITH YOUR ENQUIRY

Please call to reserve your talbe
01770 302 968

3 COURSE DINNER
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The Arran Mountain Rescue Team (AMRT) joined forces with Arran RNLI last Sunday 
for a joint exercise. The scenario focused on two walkers that had found themselves 
in difficulty whilst walking down from the summit of Holy Isle. The lifeboat was 
launched from the station at Lamlash and AMRT members and emergency kits were 
transported across to Holy Isle. Both teams then worked together to locate the 
casualties and remove them safely from the island. A spokesman for AMRT said: ‘It 
was a great exercise, with both teams working together to evacuate the two walkers 
to safety.’ 

North Ayrshire Council has 
stopped providing the mail-
ing service for the Isle of Ar-
ran Elderly Forum.

As a result, last month the 
forum asked that any postal 
members able to accept e-
mails now do so. 

Further, the committee has 
now agreed to ask those with-
out access to a computer to 
donate one book of second 
class stamps per annum, so 
they can be kept up to date.

‘We thought this was a fair 
request and would ask that 
this be done at the earliest 
convenience of members,’ 
said chairwoman Fiona 
Brown.

Also at a recent committee 
meeting it was agreed that 
the Brodick Golf Club would 
be the venue for the forum 
lunch, which is to be held on 
Wednesday 26 February at 
12.30pm for 1pm start. The 
lunch costs £11 for two cours-
es and £14 for three courses 
and members can bring a 
friend. Names are needed by 
Wednesday 19 February.

The next meeting of the eld-
erly forum will also be held 
on 19 February in the Ormi-
dale Sports Pavilion at 11am.

The speaker will be Tony 
Fisher, team manager for 
community care at North 
Ayrshire Council. 

Relatives of a captain who 
drowned in a shipwreck more 
than 140 years ago are being 
sought.

Captain James Hamilton 
from Arran was among the 
19 men who died when the 
merchant ship The Sydney 
was wrecked off Glen Head 
at Sturrall, Donegal, Ireland. 
on 16 October, 1870.

The ship with a cargo of 
timber was on a passage from 
Quebec in Canada to Green-
ock when she struck a rock, 
which is now named after the 
ship.

Only two men survived the 
sinking.

Now a memorial cross to the 
drowned men is to be erected 
in the village of Port, Donegal 
near to where the ship sunk. 

A memorial headstone al-
ready stands at the site.

The cross which is being 
donated by the League of 
Mary will be dedicated at a 
service conducted by the lo-
cal priest Canon McAteer on 
22 March.

However, in a bid to trace 
any living relatives of those 
who perished a worldwide 
plea to contact them has been 
made by Donegal County 
Museum.

Caroline Carr, from the mu-
seum said: ‘We know that one 
of the victims was Captain 
James Hamilton from Arran, 
but that is all we know about 
him.

‘We just want to make any 
living relatives aware of the 
memorial.’

The sailors on board were 
from across Scotland, Eng-
land and Ireland, as well as 
Jamaica, Norway and Portu-
gal.

The two survivors were 
Willam Pascall from West 
Indies and Patrick Faul from 
Kilrush.

Relatives of Mr Faul will be 
in attendance at the unveiling 
of the memorial headstone.

The Sydney was an 1,117-
ton ship built in 1860 by Mr 
Russell for J H Watt in Glas-
gow. 

In 1861, it was employed in 
the Clyde and East India trade 
for nine years. 

It was purchased during 
1870 by a Mr Hamilton and a 
Mr Adam of Greenock and it 
was put into the Quebec tim-
ber trade. 

She sailed from Quebec 
on 15 September 1870 and 
it appears it had reached the 
entrance to the North Chan-
nel, when she was caught in 

onto the Donegal coastline.
The cargo of timber on 

board was salvaged by the 

community of Port and used 
by the local tradesmen in the 
construction of houses and 
furniture. A memorial head-
stone listing the men’s names 
was erected in 2009.

If you have any information 
on the relatives of Captain 
Hamilton please contact The 

or e-mail editor@arranban-
ner.co.uk.

Argyll and Bute Council is 
to set up an islands initiative 
to identify possible increased 
resources and powers from 
both the Scottish and UK 
governments.

The council will work in 
partnership with other Scot-
tish islands councils, such as 
North Ayrshire.

At a meeting last month Ar-
gyll and Bute Council agreed 
to set up a seven-member 
short life working group to 
meet with the Scottish and 
UK governments to present 
its case.

Search for 
shipwreck
captain’s
relatives

Rescuers on joint exercise

Council cuts 
mail service

Island support
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A brewery boss had a surprise
in store when he took over
the Drummond Hotel on the
banks of Loch Earn.

For Gerald Michaluk dis-
covered that the property
which had been vacant for
some time had been turned
into an illegal cannabis fac-
tory.

‘It looked as though it had
been cleared out in a hurry,
but no-one knows exactly
when that was. The whole
thing was very cleverly put
together. It was quite an in-
teresting warren. It looked as

Lochranza 200 
club draw
The winners of the Lochranza
and Catacol 200 club January
draw were: First prize     Avril
Kerr, Second prize Harry
Derrick.

The residents of the Happy Children Home, near Kathmandu, whose lives have been 
transformed by the effort and devotion of Corrie-based artist Gordon Davidson. 

Malawi to 
benefit from 
Valentine’s 
dinner
A  Valentine’s dinner at Arran
High School is being held to-
night (Friday 14 February) to
raise funds for a trip to Ma-
lawi.

Nine pupils from the school
are fundraising for a once-in-
a-lifetime expedition to the
African country in 2015.

Those attending will receive
a three-course meal prepared
by Alastair Gold and his team
from Arran on a Plate.

On top of this, during din-
ner there will be live enter-
tainment from some of the
school’s very talented stu-
dents.

Brewery boss in cannabis 
farm find at new project

though it had been cleared out
in a hurry, but no-one knows
exactly when that was, he said
in an interview this week.

The property is set to be-

mainland production site,
complete with restaurants,
bars, a visitor shop and ac-
commodation for up to 30
overnight guests.

The project is the brewing
company’s ‘top priority’.

The hotel is due to open
next month, which is when
Mr Michaluk also hopes to
receive planning permission

for the brewery due to be in-
stalled in the Victorian boat-
sheds to the rear.

If all goes well, production
could begin within a couple
of months.

Plan
That additional capac-

ity is one of the key pieces
in Michaluk’s exponential
growth plan for Arran Brew-
ery, which made just shy of
£67,000 last year on sales of
£835,000.

He now aims to increase pro-
duction tenfold by upgrading
the original Brodick brewery

while also adding two main-
land production sites. As well
as Loch Earn, the company
has long-standing plans to
build another state-of-the-art
brewery at the former Rose-
bank distillery in Falkirk.

However, Mr Michaluk ad-
mitted that project is in ‘real

disputes with Falkirk Coun-
cil. But it could be revived if
Arran is fully successful with
its current £4 million crowd-
funding drive, which is due to
close in April.

Proceeds are earmarked for

a variety of projects, with
Loch Earn at the top of the
list.

Mr Michaluk says the com-
pany is ‘fully committed’ to
Loch Earn, which will go
ahead no matter the results of
the crowdfunding. It is even
taking precedence over the
upgrades at Brodick.

However, he is prepared to
look beyond Rosebank for a
second mainland site if nec-
essary: ‘It will be producing
one-third of our target, so we
have got to have other alter-
natives.’

Nepalese lives 
transformed by  
Corrie artist
The staff of the Arran Ban-
ner were humbled this week
when they received a thank-
you letter from a teenager in
Nepal.

Kumar, 15, is one of the
residents of the Happy Chil-
dren Home, near Kathmandu,
whose lives have been trans-
formed by the effort and de-
votion of Corrie-based artist
Gordon Davidson.

Gordon has made regular
trips to the home to tutor the
youngsters in painting and
other craft work.

And last summer he organ-
ised a fund-raising exhibition

in the Lochranza Distillery,
the opening of which was
graced by the presence of the
Nepalese ambassador to the
UK.

Sales of the children’s paint-
ings far exceeded Gordon’s
expectations and the cash
enabled them to expand their
repertoire.

He said: ‘Everyone involved
is hugely grateful to the visi-
tors to the distillers who dug
into their pockets so deeply.

‘It is hard to put into words
the degree of happiness how
much happiness this has
brought to the home.’

‘The whole thing was very cleverly put together’
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JOHN
ROBERTSON
& SONS

Blackwaterfoot, Isle of Arran KA27 8EZ
Telephone/Fax: 01770 860243

Mob: 07799640214
Email: john.robertson2@btconnect.com

All types of Joinery & Building Work

ESTIMATES 
FREE Reg. No. S3499

Joiners, Glaziers & Building Contractors

Building Extensions Double Glazing
Alterations Supplier of timber, plywood, 
Fitted Kitchens plasterboard etc
Repairs & Maintenance Timber & UPVC Windows  
Timber Frame Kits & Doors
New builds

Joiners Ltd

Scottish Water has opened a 
number of new community-
focused social media channels 
to help keep customers 
informed about improvements 
to services in their area. 

Five new Twitter accounts 
covering the regions of 
Scotland have been launched, 
headed up by Scottish 
Water’s regional community 
managers who are working to 
keep communities informed 
about campaigns on subjects 

and water safety, as well as 
new projects in and around 
communities to provide the 
best possible water and waste 
water services.

The new community social 
media channel which covers 
Arran is: @WJaneMcKenzie.

This supports the existing 
Twitter account @scottish_
water which provides 
customers with the latest 
service updates and has more 
than 7,500 followers. 

Information
Customers can also 

telephone the Scottish Water 
Customer Helpline around 
the clock on 0845 601 8855.

The website www.
scottishwater.co.uk is also 
kept up to date with real 
time information affecting 
customers such as burst pipes 
or road works as a result of 
improvement work.

Helen Lennox, head of 
corporate affairs, said: ‘The 
increasing popularity of 
social media and our main 
website shows that there are a 
whole host of ways customers 
can get information about the 
work of Scottish Water.

many customers go to the 

our customers’ contact centre. 
That’s why it is important we 
make available a variety of 
ways in which our customers 
can contact us.’

released this week show that 
HMS Gannet, the Royal 
Navy’s search and rescue 
unit in Ayrshire, is Scotland’s 
busiest.

During 2013, the base’s duty 
Sea King Mark 5 helicopter 
was called out 329 times, 
assisting 327 people.

A number of these calls 
were to assist walkers who 
had found themselves in 

Scotland’s total call outs 
across the four units for the 
year were 878 – with HMS 
Gannet accounting for 43 
per cent of these. The overall 
Scottish call-outs amount to 
35.5 per cent of the UK total 
of 2,471.

During the 12 months, the 
Prestwick-based aircraft’s 
average call-out lasted one 
hour and 57 minutes and the 
average distance travelled 
from base was 56 miles.

Figures reveal that the 
busiest month for call-outs 
was March, when the crew 
undertook 40 emergency 
sorties rescuing 56 people.

The quietest month was 
October with just 14 calls, 
assisting six people.

HMS Gannet covers a huge 
98,000 square-mile area 
from the Lake District in the 

Around 5,800 properties in 
North Ayrshire and Arran still
do not have anyone registered 
to vote in them.

Katy Clark MP released the 

Registration Day held on 5 
February passed. 

She is encouraging everyone 
to ensure they are registered 
to vote in this year’s European 
Parliament elections and the 
Independence Referendum in 
September.

Ms Clark said: ‘Almost 
6,000 properties in North 
Ayrshire and Arran do not 
have anybody registered 
to vote in them. This is an 

I recognise that places like 
Arran and Millport within 
my constituency have a great 
number of properties that 
are people’s second homes, 
I am concerned that people 
are being disengaged with 
the political system. People 
should make sure they are 
registered.’ She added: ‘The 
right to vote was not won 
easily. This year, with the 
referendum on the horizon, 
it is even more important that 
everyone is engaged in the 
debate over our future and 
I would call on everyone to 
ensure they’re registered to 
vote. There is still time to get 
on the register.’ 

HMS Gannet busiest search 
and rescue unit in Scotland

A number of HMS Gannet’s calls were to assist walkers who had found themselves in 
difficulties on Arran’s hills. 

south to Ben Nevis in the 
north, Edinburgh in the east 
to 200 miles off the coast 
of Northern Ireland into the 
Atlantic Ocean. 

Treacherous
It takes in some of the UK’s 

most hostile and treacherous 
stretches of water and 
mountain areas, as well as 
many of Scotland’s Hebridean 
islands – all washed down 

with the worst conditions the 
British weather gods have to 
throw at them.

HMS Gannet’s commanding 

Commander Andy Drodge, 
said: ‘I am incredibly proud of 
HMS Gannet’s contribution to 
Scotland and the UK’s search 
and rescue organisation. 

‘This is a true testament 

to the professionalism, grit 
and determination not only 
of the aircrew, but also the 
maintenance and support 
staff who keep our helicopters 

notice.
‘In addition, I must also 

acknowledge the many 
agencies with which we 
work and commend their 
skill and professional 
capabilities. In particular, 

and coastguard services, the 
medical authorities, the Royal 
National Lifeboat Institution, 
and the enormously committed 
mountain rescue teams – both 
the RNLI and the MRTs rely 
entirely on volunteers to do 
their jobs, which makes their 
contribution to the search and 
rescue community yet more 
remarkable.’ 

The men and women of 
HMS Gannet and 771 Naval 
Air Squadron are on call 24 
hours a day, seven days a 
week, 365 days a year.

Tweet your 
way to a 
better water 
supply

Alarm at 
number still 
not registered 
to vote

Tel: 870 225

SLIDDERY SUPPLIES
Stockists and Suppliers of 

Agricultural and General Hardware

To dispel confusion caused by last weeks 
incorrect notice please note:

UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE WE WILL BE 
CLOSED EVERY WEDNESDAY AND SUNDAY 

AND FROM 12NOON EVERY SATURDAY
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Meet Arran’s pathway
heroes.

They are the local
worthies who meet up on
a regular basis to help to
keep the island’s walking
routes in tip-top condition.

Alisdair Hendry, Colin
Guthrie, Kenny Morrison
and Henry Murdo devote
and donate a day of their
time every month.

Inspired by their love of
Arran - and of the great
outdoors and nature -
they can be spotted on the
coastline or in the hills.

Lauded
And their work was this

week lauded by well known
Corrie woodcarver and
sculptor Marvin Elliot.

He said: ‘These guys do
a marvellous job and they
don’t receive a penny for
it.

‘I just hope islanders and
tourists alike appreciate
their efforts.’

Marvin, who frequently
walks his dog Bobby on
the Coastal Path between
Sannox and the Fallen
Rocks, added: ‘These
routes are such a fantastic
amenity to have on our
doorstep.’

Arran’s pathway heroes celebrated

Above: Colin Guthrie. 
20_b07pat01 

Henry Murdo and Kenny Morrison.  20_b07pat02
Right: Alisdair Hendry.  
20_b07pat03

RCR can offer safety 
and training on the 
island
RCR Safety and Training 
Ltd is currently carrying 

aid training on Arran for 
one of the island’s most 
established companies, 
Murchie Sand and 
Gravel.
Now they would like to 
offer their services to 
others on the island. 
Managing director 
Robert Rae of New 
Cumnock based RCR 
Safety and Training has 
30 years of experience 
and is the principal 
trainer. 
He said: ‘Our aim is 
to provide companies 
with a comprehensive 
range of quality training 
and advisory services, 
all of which is available 

with one call. We are 
not an agency therefore 
there is no third party 
involvement and costs 
can be kept down. 
‘With many years of 
training experience 
in health and safety, 
transport, plant 
operations safety and 
customer service, we 
will deliver all your 
training requirements, 
to the highest possible 
standard of customer 
expectation, service and 
satisfaction, and equally 
important delivered to 
you, at very competitive 
rates.
‘We can reassure 
companies that we are 
fully mobile, presently 
working in Aberdeen, 
London and with a major 
utility company in Seville 
in Spain, carrying out our 

training on site, where 
possible, in order not to 
disrupt their day to day 
working schedule.
‘We can also guarantee 
we can come to Arran 
to minimise cost and 
loss of earnings for any 
company, be they small, 
medium or large.’
All training provided is 
to national recognised 
standards, and in 
accordance with Health 
and Safety Executive 
guidelines and where 
appropriate accredited 
by the relevant industry 
awarding body.
All training if required, 
can be carried out 
in-house and is fully 

successful candidates 

and a photographic 
training record card.



press policy
WE AT The Arran Banner do our utmost to make sure that all our reports 
are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on occasion, mistakes 
can occur in the hectic process of producing a local newspaper.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in print. 
The 

Arran Banner, Brodick, Arran giving your day-time telephone number 
where possible. 

This statement of policy will appear on this page every week along with 

The Arran Banner adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s Code 
of Conduct.  The views expressed in The Arran Banner are not necessarily 
those of the The Oban Times Group.

your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 
words in length for publication on this page. The 
editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses 
must be supplied, including on e-mails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime telephone number is also 
required for verification. Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact telephone number will not 
be printed. Please write or fax to: Letters Page, The 
Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran. 
E-mail editor@arranbanner.co.uk

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Arran
Deliveries
Glasgow Depot
Arran Deliveries
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow G14 OHB

Arran Deliveries
The Parcel Point
Harbour Road, 
Ardrossan
North Ayrshire 
KA22 8BZ

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
Daily collection throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and surrounding districts

Tel: 01475 676 255
Fax: 01294 469 492

Open Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm
Accepting goods destined 
for the island

We deliver the goods
not excuses
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Abundance of animals
Clarifying the 
myths
Sir,
I am writing in response to 
your story in the 25 January 
edition of The Banner cover-
ing the subject of speeding 
exemption proposals to in-
clude mountain rescue teams.

Although 93 per cent of 
people who responded to the 
consultation backed the ex-
emption I wonder if they re-
ally understood what the ex-
emption meant.

Having served in the emer-
gency services for over 40 
years I feel I must take this 
opportunity to clarify some 
of the myths around the use 
of emergency vehicles.

Firstly, there is no blanket 
exemption covering the use 
of emergency vehicles for all 
and sundry. 

Only emergency personnel 
who have received and passed 
emergency driver training can 
be granted an exception.

This is not a blanket exemp-
tion when they pass the driver 
training, but an exemption 
from prosecution which can 
only be applied for if they 

the course of an emergency 
when they are driving to the 
scene of an incident which 
has been graded with a prior-
ity which permits the use of 
blues and twos.

The person driving the ve-
hicle must prove their actions 
at the time of the breach was 
necessary and did not place 
anyone in danger, i.e. activat-
ing a speed camera on route 
to a life saving incident.

The exemption would not 
cover any person driving any 
type of emergency vehicle 
whose driving was consid-
ered reckless, no matter the 
circumstances.

personnel, HM Coastguard, 
the RNLI, Mountain Rescue, 
Police Scotland, the Scottish 
Ambulance Service and First 
Responders who, when on 
call, scream through the vil-
lages to their base. 

No matter how well mean-
ing this action, which is very 
prevalent on the island.

Another side issue attached 

to this is the insurance cover, 
as anyone in the emergency 
services who uses a private 
vehicle to attend an on-call 
or on-going incident is not 
covered under a private insur-
ance agreement, unless they 
have requested that cover an 
additional premium.

This also covers the paro-
chial blue light taxi when 
transporting non emergency 
personnel in emergency vehi-
cles at any time, this is a clear 
breach of emergency services 
protocol.
Yours,
Terrance Dunlop, 
Whiting Bay 

Ferry 
passengers
sidelined
Sir,
I noted with interest Helen 
McArdle’s report, ‘Academic 
says expert ferry group side-
lined passengers’ (The Herald 
4 February 2014). 

If the Expert Ferry Group 
(EFG) were looking for a 
group of passengers who jus-

need look no further than the 
Isle of Arran. 

Admittedly the weather 
since late November 2013 
to the present time has been 
exceptionally bad and some 
disruption was inevitable but 
not to the extent that has been 
suffered by Arran residents, 
businesses, visitors and sup-
pliers.

sailings have been cancelled 
since November (a rate of 
19.1 per cent cancelled in 
December), six days in the 
period with only one return 
sailing and seven days with 
no sailings at all.

The consequential damage 
to the island’s economy as 
well as personal inconven-
ience, particularly highlight-
ed during the festive season, 

-
nancial loss, frustration and 
concern.

Arran’s urgent require-
ments are simple i.e. far bet-
ter management by the op-
erators (state owned CFL aka 
CalMac), and provision by 
the state owned asset man-
agers (CMAL) of a suitable 

vessel(s) which is capable of 
making dependable passage 
to a reliable mainland har-
bour (probably a hugely im-
proved Ardrossan) and, when 
required, to a usable ‘port of 
refuge’ (probably Gourock). 

If they cannot or will not do 
that they should give way to 
the private sector. 

This is not a criticism of any 

personnel or indeed of the 
crews which we deal with on 
a daily basis - this criticism 
goes all the way to Holyrood 
via Gourock. 

Alfred Baird, professor of 
Maritime Business at Napier 
University, has said: ‘The on-

-
curement activities sponsored 
by the state make the Edin-
burgh tram debacle look like 
a very good deal indeed.’ 

It is disappointing that while 
both Holyrood and our lo-
cal authority, North Ayrshire 
Council are aware of the en-
tire problem neither are of-
fering a concerted effort to 
resolve this with any sense of 
urgency. 

True there is a Holyrood 
commitment to £18m to re-
furbish the Brodick pier and 

have to as those facilities are 
coming to the end of their 
safe working life. 

What they are not doing is 
committing to invest the nec-
essary funding to resolve the 
real cause of the problem, 
namely the suitability of the 
mainland ports in all weath-
ers and of suitable vessels 
thus making a mockery of the 
whole Brodick pier project 
and in doing so supporting 
Professor Kay’s contention 
that passengers are being 
sidelined.

Since publication of the 
above letter in the Herald 
(07/02/2014) I have noted the 
106 questions that have been 
asked in the last 15 months 
about the new Brodick termi-
nal.

Conspicuous by their ab-
sence so far are two, admit-
tedly very blunt but vital 
questions, namely: After the 
boat leaves the shiny new 
state of the art Brodick ter-
minal where would it sail to 
and with what degree of cer-
tainty would there be that that 

service would reach its desti-
nation or a designated and ac-
cessible ‘port of refuge’.

Only a state run, state fund-
ed organisation would invest 
in half a solution especially 
when the half they are invest-
ing in is not the problem. 

Brodick is not the problem 
but a combination of Ardros-
san, Gourock and the boat 
clearly is – which part of that 
do the Parliament, Transport 
Scotland, the EFG, CFL and 
CMAL not understand? If 
they do understand it what 
are they doing about it?

It is essential that satisfacto-
ry answers to these questions 
are obtained and recorded be-
fore the Brodick construction 
if we are to be guaranteed a 
reliable service.
Yours, 
Neil Arthur
Broombrae
Kilpatrick

A disastrous 
journey
Sir,
On Friday 31 January I trav-
elled to Ardrossan with a 
group of fellow students to 
cross to your beautiful is-
land to spend the weekend 
in a small cottage in Whiting 
Bay.

The group compromised 
of students studying a smor-
gasbord of subjects which 
included mathematicians, 
marine biologists, engineers 
and psychologists.

On arrival at the terminal at 
4pm we were informed that 
the ferry was delayed due to 
high winds and low tides and 
it would be reviewed later.

Having travelled all over 
Europe at all times of the 
year, we were very confused 
by this as there was no wind 
to speak of at the port and that 
there appeared to be plenty of 
water in the basin.

With use of the internet and 
the knowledge of our fellow 
students who are studying 
marine dynamics we ascer-
tained that the mean wind 
from 3pm until the ferry 
rrived was 21mph with no 
gusts exceeding 26mph.

We then checked the mean 
tide levels and at no time 
during this period was there 
less than 10m of water in the 

‘God is a forgiving God, gracious and compassionate, slow 
to anger and abounding in love.’ (Nehemiah 9:17)

Red squirrels, deer, golden eagles, otters - these are just 
some of the animals that can be seen daily on Arran.

So it’s incredible to think that almost 60 per cent of peo-
ple in Britain have never seen a red squirrel.

Squirrels and deer in particular are mostly taken for 
granted by those who live here as they are so abundant on 
our hillsides and in our forests.

All of the above animals feature on a newly released list 
which names Britain’s rarest animals.

Also on the list is the otter, slow worm and adder and the 

The survey also discovered that only 36 per cent of the 
UK population had spotted a deer in the wild.

The fact that a quarter of British adults have also never 
seen a wild hedgehog suggests that sadly we are witness-
ing rapidly dwindling numbers of some of our country’s 
most beautiful animals.

the south of the country this week with pictures all over the 
news of the devastation being wreaked by the water. 

With a month’s worth of rain forecast to fall in the com-
ing days this situation is only going to get worse.

This has been the wettest January for 250 years and whilst 
Arran has so far escaped any damage to buildings caused 

and high tides.
Many of our roads are crumbling into the sea; the pot-

holes which were already dreadful are now being further 
-

Somerset Levels - where many residents have already been 
forced from their homes after weeks of heavy rain. 

-
dium-risk warnings in place across Wales and central and 
southern England. 

The government and Environment Agency have been se-
-

ing but sometimes we need to accept that man is no match 
for the forces of nature. 

Here’s hoping for a cold, dry spell of weather soon.   

The force of nature
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On checking the operating
limits of the ferry MV Isle
of Arran we discovered that
these limits were well within
its operating capacity and
would allow the ferry to berth
and deploy its vehicle ramp.

On bringing this to the at-
tention of the staff at the ter-
minal it was clear to my psy-
chologist friend that the staff
were apathetic, detached and
disengaged from the reality
of what a normal individual
would perceive as an accept-
able level of service.

He also deduced that this
was not an individual trait of
a single person but appeared
to be a culture mutating from
the management downwards.

He also remarked that the
staff were displaying open
signs of adopting victim ori-
entation where they had no
control over what their role
required.

There was even mention of
one of those clichés ‘Dunkirk
spirit’ by one staff member
which we found to be an irrel-
evant and outdated approach
to modern travel.

As we were discussing this
approach a lady who lives on
the island said she had been
stranded the previous Sunday
in similar conditions and the
ferry still did not run until
later in the day.

Eventually the ferry arrived
at 9.30pm and we boarded
and met another group of stu-
dents who were heading to
Lochranza.

Soon we discovered that
there would be no buses wait-
ing for us at the other side
and when we arrived in Brod-
ick the terminal building was
locked and in darkness.

We spoke to a local woman
who said the police used to
be at the pier to help but she
did not know how to con-
tact them and that you never
see them anymore. We were

numbers for taxis when three
island people offered to take
the girls to Lochranza and the
rest of us to Whiting Bay.

With the help of those Sa-
maritans we did have a lovely
time, but can you imagine our
surprise when we discovered
that CalMac is run by the
government.

With that in mind, and no
buses, it does not appear that
‘Scotland in Miniature’ is be-
ing well run.
Yours,
Ecchumati Paasuke
Student
Edinburgh University 

Weather is no 
excuse
Sir,
I really must take exception
to the comments made in
your letters column by John
Thompson of Ballantrae.

Yes, weather conditions
have been atrocious since
November, but not as often as
CalMac would have us, and
obviously he, believe.

If Mr Thompson had been
reading the countless letters
written by Arran Residents
he would realise that none
of us would expect, or even
want the ferry to sail in atro-
cious conditions, but what are
atrocious conditions?

Obviously both his and Cal-
Mac’s interpretations are not
those of the vast majority of
regular travellers who more
often than not do view the
weather forecasts and if there
is any risk of the boat not sail-
ing we would not travel.

Unfortunately over the last
three years it has become ob-
vious that some members of
CalMac management, both

-
ing if they can’t light a ciga-
rette out doors.

CalMac’s senior shore man-
agement are quite happy to
pass the buck by saying it is
up to the captain whether he
sails or not, CalMac should
be saying on some occasions,
‘Why didn’t you sail?, the
weather wasn’t that bad!’.

Case in point about the cap-
tain’s decision to sail or not
to sail in bad weather was

last week when the ‘Calam-
ity Isles’ returned from her
sojourn in Troon.

On one day in particular de-
spite a bad forecast, which
some would view as atro-
cious, the captain sailed dili-
gently, and without an amber
warning to boot.

So yes, we have had some
bad weather, we have had
some atrocious weather and
there’s still more to come
but there is no reason what-
soever that a well found ship
with twin screws, bow thrust
and stabilisers cannot sail
and manoeuvre in all but the
worst conditions, oh and be-
fore anyone says it, I am well
aware that the stabilisers are
housed before the vessel en-
ters port.
Yours, 
John Lawson
Catacol

Ugly, expensive 
terminal
Sir,
When The Banner published
pictures of the proposed
new ferry terminal, we were
shocked at its appearance.

To some of us, it looks more
like a B&Q 2-3 storey ware-
house than a building appro-
priate for Arran.

But that is not the only wor-
ry. It seems particularly un-
suitable for pedestrians and
the less mobile.

The walk from the bus
stands will be longer, at 70m,
then there will be a climb up
35 stairs, followed by a 250m
walkway to the ferry.

Although there will be two
lifts, they each have a capac-
ity of only 13 people (without
luggage).

Little thought as to what will
happen if they break down or
there is a power outage, as
last March.  There are also se-

and congestion at entry points
to the port between cars, pe-
destrian, lorries and buses.

Many of these issues were
raised at the previous pub-

lic consultations held on the
island but the design of the
overall facility seems to have

-
though there have been minor
tinkerings since, basically
Arran will be stuck with an
unsatisfactory terminal at an
overall cost of the new port
of many millions (£18m at
last count).

Last week Professor Neil
Kay resigned from the Scot-
tish Government’s Expert
Ferry Group claiming the in-
terests of passengers were be-
ing ignored in favour of ‘lob-
bying and vested interests’.

The odd thing here is that
some of our interests seem to
have been ignored, too.

On Monday Arran Civic
Trust held a meeting with
Ramsey Muirhead, project
director and head of civil en-
gineering at CMal to discuss
the plans and to question the
design of the terminal build-
ing, its size, its lack of pedes-
trian user friendliness, and its

in with the rural character of
Arran.

Whilst we appreciated Mr
Muirhead’s time, it was made
clear that what we see now on
the plans is what we get.

Various people have sug-
gested we should be grateful.
Of course we appreciate that
the present port structure will
not last forever.

But this proposed terminal
is ugly, expensive, and appar-
ently less than suitable for its
purpose.

This whole process of sup-
posed ‘consultation’ bodes ill
for the government’s policy of
‘community empowerment’,
if the community is not ap-
proached before decisions are
made and while there is still

Yours, 
Sally Campbell, 
Arran Civic Trust

‘The Banner on Holiday’ feature started six years ago, 
and we continue to be absolutely overwhelmed by 
the number of fantastic photographs of our readers 
that have come through the doors. This week we have 
a lovely picture of Sara Bennie from Petworth in West 
Sussex at floating market near Bangkok in Thailand.
Don’t forget to pack your copy of The Banner if you 
are going on holiday. It could be from Cardiff or Cabo, 
it really doesn’t matter; we would love to see your 
photographs. Please send them to us either by email 
to editor@arranbanner.co.uk or to The Arran Banner, 
Douglas Centre, Brodick KA27 8AJ. 

The Arran Banner on holiday

ARRAN CREAMERY 
CHEESE SHOP

KILMORY
Closed Monday 17th February until 

Monday 3rd March

For cheese orders
please call 01770 870240
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Virginia Woolf decreed, in 
1929, that: ‘a woman must 
have money and a room of 

-
tion’. 

The luscious Jo Malone 
scent and original Scottish 

Glasgow house suggest that 

As for the second, she has a 

the living room. 

-

Arran. 
Actually getting the tale of 

four generations of women 

calmed down.

family and life story with his-

-
-

muting, the school run and 

The Horticultural Society gar-

January evening meeting.
We were fortunate to have 

-

-

she felt different features 
-

schemes.

Kirsty’s Arran 
inspiration

Arran is the setting for Kirsty Wark’s novel, The Legacy of Elizabeth Pringle.  

MARCH
ISSUE
OUT NOW

Independence for 
Shetland
Swimming With Cows

Andy Murray: Born to Run
The Ba’Game - 
Brutal and Bloody
The wildlife of North 
Ronaldsay

10

INSIDE
ST ANDREWS
the family who 
took Fife to 
their hearts

WIN A LUXURY £500 
WEEKEND BREAK

Who’s afraid of 
Kirsty Wark?

Great Scottish
statesmen

‘I couldn’t have written 
this book when I was 
25, I didn’t have the life     
experience. It’s about 
loss, about having kids 
and not having kids.’

an ailing mother.  
‘When Caitlin and James 

went to university and my 
mum died, it was the right 
time,’ she says. 

-

‘I couldn’t have written this 

-

Could I emigrate? Could I 

I could.’ 

-
mato-growing family in 
the Clyde Valley. She was 
slightly eccentric, a wonder-
ful woman. 

in the First World War, she 

The family was aware that 

‘When she was very young, 

engaged to a farmer’s son 

gone, and she hadn’t. She 
never left. And that always 

now. 

once they left, that was it. 

email, there was no coming 

-
ter and that was it.’

other materials from the fam-
ily archive including letters 

during the First World War 
- to construct a story that 

She leaves her lovely house 
-

ited Glaswegian woman who 
came on holiday to Arran as 

of water features in famous 

-
-

ments.
Quiet weather that evening 

ensured a good turn out 

-
-

son will entertain us with a 

-

are most welcome.

annual night of gaming.
The hall committee is host-

ing a Casino Night tonight 

raise money for their funds. 

This year’s event will fea-
ture the usual casino-style 

-
lage Hall is the venue for a 

-

The evening will feature 

Arran faces - including 

Bay and Fiona Crawford for 

all money raised will go to-
wards hall funds.

Casino night for hall funds

Village hall Burns celebration

www.facebook.com/arranbanner

Follow us on 

facebook
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The 2014 
FISHupdate Almanac

NOW ON SALE!

CATCHING  PROCESSING  AQUACULTURE

 PRODUCTION SURVEY 2012
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Prices
Prices of farmed shellfish fluctuated throughout 

the year. The average price of Pacific 
oyster was £0.35 per shell; native oyster, 
£0.60 per shell; scallop, £1.70 per shell; 
queen scallop, £0.10 per shell; and 
mussels £1,200 per tonne. 

The value of the table trade is esti-
mated from the production figures 
shown in Table 1.
Mussel: £7.5 million Pacific oyster: 

£0.95 million
Native oyster: £0.19 million Scallop: £0.10 
million Queen: £0.001 million.
The 2012 total value, at first sale for all 
species, was estimated at £8.7 million, a 
decrease from £9.8 million in 2011.

Employment
The industry employed 171 full-time and 187 
part-time and casual workers during 2012. The 
number of full-time employees remained the 
same while there was an increase of 15 part-
time and casual employees since 2011. The 
number of people employed by the shellfish 
farming industry in Scotland rose by 4% from 
the 2011 total of 343. This increase in employ-
ment and the increase in the number of sites 
producing shellfish indicates a continued confi-
dence within the industry.

Summary
Mussel and Pacific oysters remain the main 
species produced in terms of both value and 
tonnage. Mussel production decreased by 10% 
and Pacific oyster production decreased by 

Native oyster 

sales were 

worth £0.95 

million

The number
of people
employed
by the shell-
fish industry 

rose by 4%

MUSSELS
PRODUCTION: 
WORTH £7.5M

AQUACULTURE
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14% during 2012;
• Production of Pacific 
oysters for on-growing has 

significantly increased 
(128%) in 2012 as 

new markets, 
home and 

abroad,
have been 
established;

• There has 
been a reduc-

tion in queen 
scallop and 

scallop production, 
attributed to poor spat 

fall and severe weather conditions;
• Native oyster production dropped from 
350,000 to 317,000 shells. The sector continues 
to target a strong niche market;
•  Employment levels showed an increase of 4% 

from the previous year, with 358 full, part-time 
and casual staff being employed during 2012.

•  The Scottish shellfish farming industry is 
estimated to be worth £8.7 million at first sale 
value.

•  Surveillance for the shellfish diseases 
Bonamiasis and Marteiliasis was maintained 
in 2012, resulting in no new infected areas. 
Movement restrictions remain in place for the 
presence of Bonamia ostreae at Loch Sunart 
and West Loch Tarbet;

•  For shellfish health purposes, 118 out of 330 
sites were inspected during 2012 as part of a 
risk based surveillance programme imple-
mented under Council 
Directive 2006/88/EC;

•  A surveillance programme targeting Pacific 
oyster farm sites continued in 2012, to detect 
any occurrence of OsHV-1 μvar, no evidence 
of infection was found from samples taken. 
Immediate notification of increased mortal-
ity on farm sites must be reported to Marine 
Scotland Science, Fish Health Inspectorate.

•  The industry is dominated by small produc-
ers, although there was a continued and 
marked trend toward large businesses 
contributing to the annual production of all 
species. production of all species.

The Scottish 
shellfish

industry is
worth £8.7 
million at

first sale

value

The industry 
is still 

dominated
by small 

producers
OYSTER PRODUCTION 
FOR ONGROWING 
INCREASED
SIGNIFICANTLY

SCALLOP 
PRODUCTION: DOWN
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CATCHING
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Fleet size and employment
In 2012, the UK fishing industry had 6,406 fish-
ing vessels compared with 7,578 in 2002, a
reduction of 15 per cent. The fleet in 2012 com-
prised 5,032 10 metre and under vessels and 
1,374 over 10 metre vessels.

Chart 1.1: UK fleet size: 2002 to 2012

There were around 12,450 fishermen in 2012, 
down 12 per cent since 2002. Of these, 5,900 
were based in England (down 9 per cent since 
2002), 1,000 in Wales (down 25 per cent), 
4,700 in Scotland (down 18 per cent) and 800 
in Northern Ireland (up 32 per cent). Part-time 
fishermen accounted for 17 per cent of the total, 
down 2 percentage points over the last ten 
years.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE MMO’S SEA 
FISHERIES STATISTICS 2011

Numbers of

fishermen
have fallen

by 12% since 

2002

UK SEA FISHERIES

STATISTICS 
2012

INFORMATION 
SUPPLIED BY MMO
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To purchase a copy of the Almanac please call 

0131 551 1000
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MOVERS & SHAKERS - CATCHING

Mike Park
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OF THE SCOTTISH WHITE FISH PRODUCER’S 
ASSOCIATION (SWFPA) 

THE Chief Executive of the Scottish White Fish Producers Association (SWFPA) remains 
as infl uential as ever, with regular trips to Holyrood, Westminister and Brussels on behalf of 
Scotland’s whitefi sh and nephrops sectors. Indeed, as head of the largest association of fi shermen 
in the UK, whose members account for a signifi cant proportion of Scottish and UK landings 
both in terms of volume and income, it is fortunate to have a head respected both by its members 
and by keen conservationists including Prince Charles.

George Eustice
FISHERIES MINISTER

IT’s too early to properly assess the impact of the man who took over as the UK’s new fi sheries 
minister from Richard Benyon, but industry insiders have been impressed by the apparent fi rm 
grasp he has of the issues to hand, despite it being early days in his new role. Indeed, Ian Gatt, 
chief executive of the Scottish Pelagic Fishermens Association, refl ected in October that: ‘Our 
fi rst meeting with Mr Eustice was extremely useful and the Association found the Minister to 
be well informed which was demonstrated by his considered responses. Th e Association and the 
Minister agreed to stay in close contact during the autumn negotiating season.’

Martin Leyland
SHETLAND SEAFOOD AUCTIONS 

THE Auction Manager at Shetland Seafood Auctions has overseen an impressive year for the 
Lerwick-based company, and white fi sh landings had already achieved record levels some fi ve 
weeks before the market closed for Christmas. A total of 266,432 boxes had been sold through the 
electronic auction system by 13th November. Th at beats the 263,729 boxes landed in 2008 – the 
previous record year for landings since the system was introduced in 2003. Th e average number of 
boxes landed per week this year is just below 6,000 – compared to just above 5,000 for the whole of 
2012, and this is in part due to the improvements made to both the auctions and the port, during 
Leyland’s watch.

Mark Sheldrick and Darroch Fulton 
LOBSTERMEN

THE two Tarbert lobstermen who saved Sean Taylor’s life when he fell from the 
Blue Angel and was dragged 140ft underwater won the RBS Real Hero Award 
in November. While fi shing for lobster Sean’s leg got caught up in rope from an 
automatic creel shooter. He was underwater for up to 10 minutes before the boat’s 
skipper Mark Sheldrick managed to cut the rope and bring him to the surface. 
Mark got Sean back on the boat and along with Darroch spent the next few minutes 
trying to resuscitate him. Sean, who punctured both lungs and was told that no one 
had survived a situation like it, said: ‘had it not been for the quick reactions of Mark 
and Darroch I wouldn’t be here today.’ 

Dynamic figures from the UK’s 

CATCHING INDUSTRY
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MOVERS & SHAKERS - CATCHING

Jim Evans 
CHAIRMAN OF THE WELSH FISHERMEN’S ASSOCIATION
THE pot fi sherman from Aberporth is now also Chairman of the Welsh Fisherman’s 
Association, which was formed this year to fi ght against reducing quotas, the potential loss 
of historic fi shing grounds, a desire for sustainable fi sheries and an increasingly participative 
management approach by Welsh Government. Still too early to register any major victories for 
its members, the association’s worth should be more quantifi able in the course of 2014.

Jim Williams
FORMER TRAWLER SKIPPER 

A VETERAN from the golden age of Hull’s fi shing industry, Williams published his 
autobiography, called Swinging Th e Lamp, in November. Th e 86 year-old’s engaging memoir 
follows his life from his career as a boy sailor with the Royal Navy, up to spending 27 years as a 
trawler skipper, and is packed with fascinating anecdotes of a life on the high seas. A must-read for 
anyone interested in the glory days of the Humber’s once pre-eminent deep sea fi shing industry.

Jerry Percy
NEW UNDER TEN FISHERMEN’S ASSOCIATION 

THE Chairman of the New Under Ten Fishermen’s Association (NUTFA) helped to 
mastermind, with the Support of Greenpeace, the reallocation of £1 million worth of unused 
quota from large boats to the under-10 sector, in a battle that was fi nally vindicated in the High 
Court in July.

Barry Deas 
NATIONAL FEDERATION OF FISHERMEN’S ORGANISATIONS

THE chief executive of the National Federation of Fishermen’s Organisations (NFFO) has 
long fought the corner for fi shermen from England, Wales and Northern Ireland and, during 
a tumultuous year that has seen negotiations over the new CFP take up a great deal of time 
he has acquitted himself well on behalf of his members, fi ghting a number of battles, not least 
relating to media coverage and controversial allegations by Greenpeace.

Bertie Armstrong
SCOTTISH FISHERMEN’S FEDERATION

THE Chief Executive of the SFF is rarely out of the news, and plays a key role in lobbying 
government offi  cials in Edinburgh, London and Brussels on behalf of the 500+ vessels - from 
inshore creel boats, to pelagic trawlers - that he represents. Perhaps the biggest axe he’s been 
grinding over the course of the last few years involves the apparent disparity between the 
abundance of North Sea cod and the reluctance of either scientists or politicians to increase their 
quotas, and this is seemingly beginning to gain greater credibility, so it will be interesting to see 
whether this will fi nally begin to bear fruit for fi shermen in 2014.

DAVID Warwick
WHITE FISH SKIPPER
DAVID Warwick, a veteran fi sherman from Plymouth, has highlighted the challenging nature of 
life at sea by sending tweets relating to an entire day aboard his trawler. Th e initiative, organised 
by the NFFO in a bid to challenge some of the negative perceptions which dog the UK fi shing 
industry, took place during National Fishing Month to raise awareness of the often dangerous 
daily tasks fi shermen perform to put food on the nation’s plate. Since the day he left school 
more than 25 years ago, David has earned a living as a commercial fi sherman. Having built his 
own trawler he set up a commercial fi shing business with his father in 1996. Today he sails from 
Plymouth in his 10.5m trawler Valhalla, catching mixed species including cod and haddock as well 
as whiting and lemon sole.
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So far Arran has escaped the worst of the country’s flooding but as this picture 
from David Pott shows there is still a great deal of water lying on the ground 
with nowhere to go. He said: ‘I got quite a decent photo from the Newton Shore 
at Lochranza last Thursday afternoon. After all the wet and windy weather, the 
afternoon was a welcome still pause. The flooded field by the shoreline allowed me 
to to enjoy the tree and cloud reflections in late afternoon.’ 

Lamlash SWRI

Shiskine SWRI

Hell

Kildonan SWRI

Water, water everywhere! 

HOSPITAL SUPPORTERS LEAGUE
Charity No SCO17553

Postponed from December

COFFEE
MORNING

Saturday March 1st 
Whiting Bay Hall

10.15am - 12.15pm

Tombola and Quiz
Entry £2

Come and enjoy company and chat and 
support your hospital at the same time.
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The next meeting of the 
Friends of Brodick Castle 
will take place on Wednesday 
19 February.

The presentation will be: 
A Sort of Amateur School-
master by Glenda White and 
will be held in the Castle Tea 
Room at 2.30pm.

Elizabeth Sinclair, known 
throughout her life as Bessie, 
has died in Glasgow in her 
92nd year.

A native of Blackwater-
foot, where her father was 
shoemaker, she was a former 
pupil of Shiskine School and 
Rothesay Academy. 

Bessie had an eventful life 
including family tragedy but 
much laughter and liveliness 

too. She worked for many 
years in the administration 
of a major Anglo-Persian oil 
company and also spent some 
time in Germany after WW2 
assisting in the administration 
and rebuilding of German so-
ciety and industry. 

In later years she moved to 
Dowanhill in Glasgow and 
after some civil service work, 
served at least one charity 

She always kept in touch 
with other exiled Arran 
friends such as Janette and 
Nancie Bannatyne, Mary 
Currie, Seonaid Logan and 
Isa MacGregor and to the end 
of her days Bessie remained a 
proud islander.

Elizabeth died on January 
24 and her funeral was held 
last Friday.

Islanders are invited to step 
back in time and relive a great 
British tradition.

A charity vintage afternoon 
tea will be held in Corrie Vil-
lage Hall on Wednesday 19 
March at 3pm.

There will be tea, cakes 
and scones accompanied by 
live music by The Jazz Cafe 
Band.

The event is in aid of Corrie 

The Isle of Arran 10K race is 
now 10 weeks away - plenty 
of time to start training!

The race starts at the Or-
midale Sports Pavilion in 
Brodick where entries will be 
taken on the day.

There is still time to start 
training to complete the dis-
tance and take part in the 
event on Sunday 27 April.

Training plans as short as 
four weeks can be found on 
the internet but better still 
why not use The Arran Ban-
ner’s schedule which is now 
into week two.

Whether walking or running 
remember to stretch your legs 
and joints both before and af-
ter your workout.

On your marks!

Training continues for Isle of Arran 10K
If you are training with a 

partner or group you should 
be able to converse comfort-
ably. If you are too short of 
breath to chat, then relax and 
slow down.

When going it solo make 
sure to listen to what your 
body is telling you and don’t 
push too hard - we still have 
plenty of time to go. 

There are many advantages 
to training on Arran with a 

courses available with for-
estry trails, footpaths and tar-
mac roads offering different 
terrains.

the hardest week, but once 
you have started and have a 

vision of what you intend to 
achieve, it doesn’t take long 
to adopt a good routine.

As your body adjusts to the 
exercise, it will become easi-
er and can eventually become 
addictive!

There are 10 weeks until the Isle of Arran 10k on Sunday 27 April. 02_b18run02

Week 2: On day 1 increase 
your runtime.

Run for two minutes then 
walk for one minute for a 30 
minute session.

Repeat this for day three 

some other form of exercise 
like cycling, swimming.

Days two, four and seven 
are rest days but don’t for-
get about your stretching.

Remembering Bessie Sinclair 
- a proud islander

Obituary

Friends
meeting

Charity vintage 
afternoon tea

Available to new Plusnet Business customers who sign up to a 24 month contract and take Plusnet Unlimited Business broadband. For 
customers signing up by 13th March 2014 at www.plus.net/business or by quoting promo code “biz6”. If you are located in a low cost 

£20.00 a month from month 7). Router delivery of £4.99 applies, should you choose one. Price excludes 20% VAT. Exclusions apply. 

All rights reserved.
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JOINT EASE LOTION

re
ad

er
 o

ffe
r Uses a soothing blend of plant based 

therapeutic essential oils to combat pain and 
stiffness in joints.  Joint Ease is a natural lotion 
that is applied straight to the affected area and 
is absorbed by your skin. The active formula of 
essential oils quickly starts to soothe the pain 
and stiffness associated commonly with arthritis, 
age related issues and other joint problems. 

- Safe to use on all joints
- 100% natural ingredients 
- No harmful chemicals
- Relieves Arthritic pain 
- Simply massage onto joints. 

For more information or to order visit www.moss-grove.co.uk
quote OBANMG at checkout. 

Name ..........................................................................................................................
Address .......................................................................................................................
Postcode...........................Telephone ...........................................................................
Email address .............................................................................................................
I enclose a cheque/postal order made payable to Moss-Grove for the total
amount of £ ...............(Please write your name and address clearly on the back of your cheque)
Or Debit my Visa/Mastercard/Delta/Maestro by £ ........................................................
Card No ......................................................................................................................
Valid from......./....... Expiry date......./....... Issue No....... Signature ..........................

CODE PRICE QTY Total
Joint Ease Lotion £12.50
Joint Ease Lotion-
Buy 2 get one half price £18.75
TOTAL ORDER COST £

Call 01292 679135
quoting OBANMG

Post order form to Moss-Grove 
Natural Products, Offer OBANMG, 
Craiksland, Troon, KA10 7HN

“After using Joint Ease for some months, my knee is better and I can walk quicker. My 
dog is pleased about that”. – Mrs Middleton, Derby.

“I am finding this lotion does ease the pain in my fingers.” -  Mrs Grant, Grangemouth.

Testimonials

Buy one get
another half price!

£12.50 each or
two for £18.75

OBAN MG

Following the success of
last year’s outstandingly
successful Motorbike Show,
the Arran Heritage Museum
at Rosaburn, Brodick, is
planning a bigger and better
event this year.

The date is Sunday 6 July,
so mark the calendar or
diary now, as it will be an
unmissable day.

Conserving Scotland’s hill
woodlands and ‘montane
scrub’ was the topic of con-
versation at the Arran Natural
History Society’s meeting on
6 February.

The speaker was David
Mardon, who arrived at Ben
Lawers National Nature Re-
serve in 1979 working for the
National Trust for Scotland.

He quickly established a
targeted programme of bio-
logical survey and monitor-
ing which soon furnished
evidence that some herb and
tree species were in a termi-
nal decline and their habitats
in ‘unfavourable condition’.

The trust land had grazing
rights attached, held by the
owners of the Loch Tayside
farms - a major constraint for
plant conservation, with no
short-term solution available.

David proposed a number
of measures, including proac-
tive restoration projects for
the habitats that were lost:
montane scrub, tall herbs, and
submontane woodland.

This took some time to es-
tablish, as considerable re-
sistance had to be overcome.  

Experimental enclosures
were built in phases, as op-
portunities and funding per-
mitted, in 1987, 1989/90,
and, after acquisition of addi-
tional ground with no grazing
rights, in 2000.

The latter phase was the

including the natural dynam-
ics likely to encourage regen-
eration.

It quickly became clear that
the limiting factor was not
climate but overgrazing by
sheep and deer.

This programme was the
-

tane willow scrub in Britain,
a type of vegetation that had
become almost extinct, with
vestigial populations mostly

Bikers to return for museum rally
The Scottish branch of the

AJS and Matchless Owners
Club will again be displaying
their vintage motorbikes
and it is hoped that Arran’s
motorbike owners will again
lend their support by showing
their machines too.

Plans are also in hand to
invite owners from other
classic motorcycle clubs

on the mainland, and other
interesting vehicles may well
be on display as well.

Just like last year it is hoped
that the Arran Pipe Band
and folk music group Fish
‘n’ Ships will entertain
throughout the afternoon.

All enquiries should be
made to Tom Macleod on
302185.

Like many Scottish places, Arran still suffers from very limited biodiversity on the hills because of sheep and deer grazing. 

Overgrazing linked to limited hillside biodiversity
Arran
Natural
History
Society

ledges.
During that time, in 1996, a

group of activists formed the
Montane ScrubAction Group,
led by Diana Gilbert, at that
time managing a project for
Highland Birchwoods, which
included promotion of aware-
ness of treeline woodlands
and montane scrub.

The experience gained at
Ben Lawers has contrib-
uted to the MSAG’s outputs
and the project now offers a
unique demonstration of the
potential, although the diver-

is not shared by many other
sites.

Here on Arran, for exam-
ple, the land still suffers from
very limited biodiversity in
the hills because of sheep and
deer grazing.

The talk drew on observa-
tions at many sites in Scot-
land and some in Norway.

Many of the issues discussed
are relevant to most, if not all,

potential upland conservation
projects, especially the fol-
lowing questions:

What is montane scrub?
Why is there so little on

Scotland’s hills?
How could more be

achieved?

Scotland’s hill woodlands
and montane scrub?

Following on from David’s
talk, the next outdoor event
being run by the Arran Natu-
ral History Society is a ‘Win-
ter Shore Saunter’...weather
permitting.

This will be an opportunity
to check out the birds on the
shore and on the sea in Whit-
ing Bay in the middle of win-
ter.

People interested in taking
part are asked to meet in the
car park by Glenashdalewa-
terfoot at the south end of
Whiting Bay at 10am on Sun-
day 16 February. Everyone is
welcome.
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The weather in January was 
characterised by regular, 
sometimes storm force Atlan-
tic fronts sweeping across the 
island and as a result it was 
mild, wet and unsettled.

Rare spotting of a white-tailed 
eagle in busy
month for
sightings

Birdnotes
by Jim Cassels

JANUARY

The male great spotted 
woodpecker - a winter 

treat for garden bird 
watchers. Photo Robert Lambie

The white-tailed eagle. Photo by Gordon Boyle

There have been thousands of common gull on Arran 
in January. Photo Dennis Morrison

The bar-tailed godwit at 
Clauchlands. Photo by Brian Couper

A particular highlight this 
month was a white-tailed ea-
gle off Kingscross Point on 
16 January. 

The observers watched the 
bird in good visibility for 

about 30 minutes and this is 
-

grant to Arran since an imma-
ture was reported being seen 
off by two golden eagles over 
Torr Nead an Eoin on 27 Oc-
tober 2012.

Another feature of the 
month was the number of 
gulls on the island.

most bays and in adjacent 

had come from the Baltic or 

These included: 600 com-
mon gull in Whiting Bay on 8 
January, 500 common gull in 
North Feorline on the 11th, 19 

Bay on the 17th, 150 herring 

gull at Machriewaterfoot also 
on the 30th.

Other highlights included: 

-

on the 20th, a male goosander 
in the Rosa Burn on the 29th 
and a bar-tailed godwit at 

and ringed and the godwit 

most unusual but may have 
been a result of the recent 
strong southerly winds.

Wintering wildfowl num-
bers included: two common 

the 7th, 500 greylag geese and 

a barnacle goose at Lenni-
more on the 12th, 30 wigeon 

on the 18th and 12 whooper 
swan in Feorline on the 28th.

Other winter visitors in Jan-
uary included: four golden 

three purple sandpiper at Kil-
donan on the 9th, a merlin at 

-

-

-
dery also on the 30th. 

-

long-tailed tit at Glenashdale, 

There were some signs of 
approaching spring with a 
pair of golden eagle display-
ing over Lochranza on the 
2nd, a gannet in Lamlash Bay 
on the 3rd, shags in breed-
ing plumage with their wispy 
crests at Whiting Bay on the 
11th, two early returning 

red-breasted merganser dis-

on the 30th.  But the winter is 
not over yet.

Enjoy your birding. 
Please send any bird notes 

with ‘what, when, where’ to 

KA27 8EY, or e-mail me at 

you. For more information on 
birding on Arran purchase the 
‘Arran Bird Report 2012’ and 
visit this website www.arran-
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TWENTY
YEARS AGO

Saturday 19 February, 1993

Angus Lambie looks ruefully at the pile of dangerous waste growing rapidly 
opposite his garage premises on market Road, Brodick.   b07twe02

 Gas leak danger
Leaking CFC gases from an unauthorised
coup on Market road, Brodick could be caus-
ing potential health hazards.

This claim has been made by two business-
men whose premises are opposite the rapidly
rising heap of white goods, many of which
are discarded fridges.

Tony Morrow of Arran Deliveries said:
‘There was one day about two weeks ago
I felt the back of my throat and nose were
burning.

‘I actually had to close up and go home.
‘It was obviously some kind of gas that was

leaking.’

CalMac conference
The ferry operator Caledonian MacBrayne is
to hold its port managers’ conference on Ar-
ran next week at the Auchrannie Hotel.

There will be around 20 port managers at-
tending and an interesting exercise will take
place on Wednesday when 13 young people
from Arran High School will be interviewed
for two summer jobs at the pier.

 Under inspection
There have been complaints that the police
are being too active on Arran since the ser-
geant left his post.

A new sergeant has yet to be appointed and

been working on the island.
Inspector Cliff Francis, who has responsi-

a result they are part of the community.
‘After taking a fresh look at the policing in

the future we will be offering more support to
them and we will continue to visit the island
regularly.’

Walking to Shiskine School in a winter 
wonderland on a rare snowy day are 
Rosalie Turbett and Lindsay Stewart. 
b07twe01

Police Inspector Cliff Francis promised a 
more robust policing system on Arran.  
b07twe04

Brodick Bowling Club held its annual dinner and prizegiving at The Kingsley Hotel. 
The prizewinners were Jackie Donaldson, Bert Cooper, Bob Bell, Bill Hamilton, Isa 
Wilson, Sheila Roberts and Isabel McMillan.   b07twe03

Cast adrift
An incident took place on board the dredger
Hebblesand on Thursday night and the ves-
sel is now landward of Brodick Pier and un-
able to move.

A manilla rope parted at around 9pm and
hit the skipper in the face causing serious
facial injuries.

The rope has now been seized by the police
pending an enquiry by the Marine Accident
Investigation Branch.

Without a skipper the dredger cannot be
moved.

Car stolen
A red Ford Escort was stolen from the car
park outside Lagg Hotel on Saturday night
and found damaged on the Ross Road.

Drugs seized
As a result of information received from the
public, police searched a house in Kildonan
on Thursday morning and removed a quan-
tity of cannabis resin.

A 26-year-old man has now been reported
to the Procurator Fiscal.

Festival postponed
The annual drama festival due to begin next
Tuesday will not now start until Wednes-
day.

This is as a result of two of the 14 plays
dropping out.

It now means that there will be three plays
plus adjudication and prizegiving on Satur-
day night.

Prepare for a very long evening!
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to order visit www.scottishcalendars.co.uk
or call 01371 851 868

2014 Calendars
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Tobermory, Isle of Mull
Kathy Collins

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30

After a pleasant voyage, we got safely and agreeably into the harbour of Tobermorie, before the wind rose. Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides, James Boswell.
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And when I came to a hill above Toigal I saw lying below me the 
mouth of the Morar River and a large bay of silver sand.In Scotland Again, HV Morton.
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Scottish Field Large

Evening light on Neist Point, Isle of Skye

Barbara Jones

May 2014
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Scottish Field Miniature

Goat Fell from Corrie harbour
Dennis Hardley
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Everyday
Brodick Castle, Garden Open Daily 9am-Dusk
Arran Brewery Open Mon, Tue, Fri & Sat  12.30-5pm
Arran Brewery tour 2pm

Saturday 15th February
Army Cadets Auchrannie Road 11am –1 pm 
Over 21s Disco Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Karate Auchrannie Games Hall, 11.30am-12.30pm
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Arran Dancers (4yrs & up) Arran High School, 10am
Junior Football P4s and upwards, Arran High School, 11am-12.30pm
Live Music - James Burge Public Bar, Douglas hotel, 9pm
Marylebone Wind Quartet Brodick Hall, 1.30pm

Sunday 16th February 
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm-5pm
Cocaine Anonymous (& all other drugs) Ormidale sports pavilion, 2pm – 3.30pm
AA Meeting Brodick Church Hall, 4pm - 6pm
Mackerel Lottery Kinloch Bar, 5pm 

Monday 17th February
Quiz Eden Lodge, Whiting Bay, 8.30pm
Over 50s Badminton Lochranza Village Hall, 2-4pm
Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Citizens Advice Ormidale Pavilion, 9.30-1.30pm
Senior Fitness Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
Table Tennis Corrie Hall, 6.30pm
Aerobics (low impact) Shiskine Hall 6pm
Badminton Auchrannie Sports Hall,7-9pm

Arran Junior Football Club Ormidale Park, 6-7.30pm
Yoga Corrie Village Hall, 11am - 12 noon
Lunch club Lamlash sheltered Housing, 12 noon
Yoga - Arran Kinneil, Lamlash,3-4.30pm

Scottish Country Dancing Beginners & Improvers Corrie Hall, 2-4pm
Bridge Club Lamlash Golf Clubhouse 7pm

Tuesday 18th February
Pop Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Youth Club Kildonan Hall, 7pm
Rotary club Glencloy Suite, Auchrannie, 7.15pm
Streetly Dance pre school Auchrannie Dance Studio, 1.45-2.30pm
Streetly Dancing minis P1-3 Auchrannie Gym Hall, 4-4.45pm
Streetly Dancing Juniors P4-7 Auchrannie Gym Hall, 4.45-5.30pm
Streetly Dancing Seniors Auchrannie Gym Hall, 5.30-6.15pm
Junior Hockey Club Auchrannie Sports Hall, 6-7pm
Healthy Outdoors 10am-1pm NTS Ranger Centre
Winter bowls Auchrannie sports hall, 7pm
SFA Early Touch Football P1-P4s, Arran High School, 6-7pm

Scottish Country Dancing Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm

Wednesday 19th February
Hockey Auchrannie Games Hall, 6.30-7.30pm
Tae Kwondo          Arran high School Kids-6.30-7.30pm Adults-7.30-8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Lamlash Church Hall, 8pm
Arran Brass Rehearsal Brodick Church Hall, 7-9pm
Yogalates Auchrannie Studio, 9.30-10.30am

Music Mayhem Class Parents & Little Ones Auchrannie Dance Studio, 10.45am
Arran Heritage Museum Archives & Genealogy service 10.30-12.30 & 1.30-3.30
RunArran mixed ability Auchrannie car park, 5.30pm
Running Coaching Auchrannie car Park, 5pm
Yoga-Arran Kinneil, Lamlash, 7-8.30pm
Sports Club P4-S2s, Arran High School, 6-7.30pm
Friends of Brodick Castle Castle Tearoom, 2.30pm

Thursday 20th February
Senior Fitness Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
General Knowledge Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Lochranza Craft Club Lochranza Hall, 2pm
Live music Eden Lodge, Whiting Bay 8.30-11.00pm
Weight Watchers Ormidale Pavilion, 5.30pm
Yoga Corrie Village Hall, 6pm - 7pm

Brodick Embroidery Group Brodick Library, 7.30pm
Winter bowls Auchrannie sports hall, 7pm

Bridge Club Brodick Golf Clubhouse, 7pm
QuiltArran Fire Station, Lamlash, 2-4pm

Friday 21st February  
Aqua Fizz Auchrannie Hotel Pool, 9.45-10.30am
Yogalates Auchrannie Studio, 9.30-10.30am
Arran Youth Foundations Church Hall, Brodick 7pm-9pm
Lochranza Kids Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6-8pm
Lochranza Adults Badminton Lochranza Hall, 8pm
Arran Ceilidh Dancers Corrie Hall, 8-10pm
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Recruitment

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of advertisements 
in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and the Advertiser 
on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space 
therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ order 
by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing deadline, 
failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the 
advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute 
or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled 
in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial failure 
(however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement 
is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the 
advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, 
refund or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from 
the advertisement.

shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund 
of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose 
or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that 
in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or 
other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising 
from the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in 
accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising 
Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All advertising 
on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or as 
otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment 
interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In 
addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late 
payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional invoice 
for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

Arran’s hills have received a hefty dusting of snow this week. On Tuesday afternoon there was a steady snowfall on the west of the island but by nightfall it had cleared. 
After ‘snowmageddon’ last March, islanders are no doubt hoping that it stays that way! 

The Arran Chocolate 
Factory Ltd

We are looking for an enthusiastic trainee 
chocolate maker. The applicant should 
be able to demonstrate an aptitude and 
willingness to learn an interesting, varied 
and skilled job. We offer full training, a great 
working environment and good conditions. 
The job is full time and occasional weekend 
work will be required.

Please Apply to: James McChlery
The Arran Chocolate Factory Ltd

Invercloy, Brodick KA27 8AJ
01770 302 873

Lamlash Golf Club
Has a vacancy for a full-time Bar 
Manager. Winter period part-time, 
full time summer season 40hrs.
The club would also like to offer the lease of the 
restaurant facility, which has a fully equipped kitchen 
and seating for sixty covers, on either an annual 
or seasonal basis (April-October)  This is an ideal 
opportunity for someone to develop his or her own 
business.
The club would also consider an application to lease 
both bar and restaurant.
Applications in writing to the Secretary, Lamlash 
Golf club KA27 8JU together with CV and referees.  
Closing date 28th February 2014

FELICITYS
We are now recruiting enthusiastic, well pre-

sented and well motivated individuals to join 

our excellent team. There are full time and 

weekend/ school holiday positions available in 

both the kitchen and front of house; suitable 

candidates should be willing to learn a variety 

of positions and skill sets. Full training given. 

To apply or for more information, please email a 

cover letter and CV to felicitys@hotmail.co.uk

We are looking for reliable and 

conscientious housekeepers for 

various locations across the island.

Competitive rates of pay.

housekeepers  required

If you are interested please contact Ruth on 

303113 or call into our office at The Douglas 

Centre.



Property

PAINTER AND DECORATOR

TREES

Tree & hedge cutting and clearing

Brush Cutting and strimming.

All types of fencing

Call Jamie McKinnon: 

01770 810 222 or 07760 247201

COMPUTING SERVICES FURNITURE RESTORATION

UNDER

£30
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED
ITEMS INTO CASH!

ARRAN BANNER CLASSIFIEDS

The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ
Tel: 01770 302142  Fax: 01770 302021

Email adverts@arranbanner.co.uk     www.arranbanner.co.uk

Simply complete the 
form and return to the 

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE TUESDAY 4.00pm
NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE

ITEM...........................................................................................................................
DESCRIPTION...........................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................
PRICE .............................................TELEPHONE .....................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON

Drive Times

JOHN DIVINE
FURNITURE, 

RESTORATION & REPAIR
FRENCH POLISHING

UPHOLSTERY
Blackwaterfoot – 

Isle Of Arran
Telephone:

01770 860878
Mobile

07733 738127
Email: john@

thornybankwoodcraft.co.uk

Iain
Murchie

Plastering
Taping and Coving
Roughcasting and

 Cement work
Slating and Roof work
Floor and Wall Tiling

01770 600331

Iain
Murchie

Plastering
Taping and Coving
Roughcasting and

 Cement work
Slating and Roof work
Floor and Wall Tiling

01770 600331

PLASTERER

Standard and Made-to-measure Pressure 
Treated Heavy Duty Timber, Sheds and 

Garages.

Sawn Pressure Treated Timber in most 
sizes and lengths, Fencing Stobs & Posts

Garden Gates, Field Gates, Tool Stores, 
Coal Bunkers, Fence Panels & Trellising

Firewood, Kindling, Sawdust and Bark 
Chippings.

Cladach Sawmill
Brodick. Tel/Fax: 01770 302471

Mobile: 07803 625248

SAWMILL
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UNDER £30
Vans trainers brand new in box.
Grey/dark red. Size 7 £20. Tel
860586
Ladies walking boots DK brown
leather waterproof hi-tec boots
in original box worn twice size 5
£30 Tel: 830241

 OVER £30

stand and wall hanging bracket
included, used once very good
condition £60 ovno Tel: 07795
066049
Strider ST5D top of the range
mobility scooter with battery
charger bought new Feb 2013
RRP £3995 Sell for £900 ono
Call: 07845 610025

FREE TO UPLIFT

Horse Rugs (cleaned and re-
proofed):5ft 9in Medium Turn-
out Rugs (Horseware)4ft 9in
Medium Turnout Rug, 5ft 6in

-
ated. Tel: 600752
2x3ft Duvan bases with head-
boards (will convert to 6ft)
Tel:303779
Bagged Manure at Oakbank,
Lamlash £1 per bag donation to

WANTED

2 black or brown leather sofas
- 2 seated preferred Tel: 07740
986803

BULLS FOR SALE

PUPPIES FOR SALE

Bulls for sale

ABERDEEN ANGUS
AND FIMMENTAL BULL 

FOR SALE

Tel: 07770746357

FOR SALE
15% less valuation - unbeatable bargain for 

Feb/Mar offers only.
Walk-in condition, modern, can be sold 
fully furnished, successful small B&B and 

S/C business (currently 4 beds/4 baths) with 
potential for expansion in central Brodick, with 

sea views. Alternatively this would make a 
fabulous large family home.

Tel: 01475 675001  Ref: LA0347

Your text, photos & contact details Own website link Map Rentals
Calendar Availability Facebook Twitter Top Google ranking

BOOST YOUR BOOKINGS

SPECIAL YEAR 1 OFFER - WAS £150 NOW £125.
SUBSEQUENT YEARS £99. NO VAT. Contact Penny Brass on email 

cottagesonarran@gmail.com www.cottagesonarran.co.uk

MITSUBISHI
COLT 1.3

£750

2001, 85k miles, Great condition, 
no significant dents, rust or scratches. 6 months of tax, no MOT advisories 

excel runner, a sound car. MP3/CD Player

Tel: 01770 600590 (Arran)

HONDA CIVIC
2.2 DIESEL SPORT

£4250 o.n.o.

June 2006, 65,000 miles, 50 mpg 
Very reliable, dealer serviced

Tel: 01770 700644 (Arran)

Pedigree Siberian Husky pups for sale, 
micro-chipped, wormed and ready to

go now. £495, call 700674
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DEATHS

CHURCH NOTICES

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

(in full communion with the
Church of England)

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay.
Sunday, 16th February
Holy Communion, 11.30.

Mrs Janis Gallagher.
Coffee after service.
ALL WELCOME

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza,
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but working
together

Minister: Rev Angus Adamson,
Parish assistant: Mrs Jean hunter
Worship will be conducted in the
above churches at the following
times to which all are invited.

Sunday 16th February
Brodick Church, 10.30am,

Morning Worship
Corrie Church, 12noon,

Morning Worship.
A Service of Worship will also
be held in Montrose House at

1.30pm
Lochranza and Pirnmill

Churches, 10.15am, Morning
Worship at Lochranza.

Shiskine Church, 12noon,
Morning Worship.

.
CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share”

Sunday 16th February
Kilmory 10am

Lamlash 11.30 am
Both Churches:

Rev Dr Ian McLeod
All welcome, including families;

children’s area
Scottish Charity SC015072

WHITING BAY AND
 KILDONAN

 CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
(Charity Number: SC014005)
Sunday 16th February 2014 
Worship will be conducted by

the minister, Rev Elizabeth
Watson, at 10.30am. Tea and
Coffee will be served in the

Transept after the service and
there will be a sale of Traidcraft

goods. All welcome

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC
CHURCH

Sunday morning masses 11am

ARRAN BAPTIST CHURCH
Minister: Rev Vince Jennings

Sunday 16th February 
11 a.m. Morning Worship

in The Ormidale Sports Pavilion,
Brodick

Tea & coffee after the service.
Wednesday at 7.30 p.m.
Home Fellowship Group

for Bible Study and Prayer.
Contact phone no. 600222.
Everyone warmly invited.

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

Sunday 16th February 
Shiskine 11am (Church on road

between Blackwaterfoot and
Machrie)

Brodick 7pm (Church behind

Rev Ronnie Christie

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND
(continuing)

Sunday 16th February 
Morning Service 11am
Trust Housing Lounge
Glen Estate, Brodick

Evening Service 6-30 pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick
Wed.19th February 
Prayer Meeting 7pm

5 Glen Road, Brodick
All welcome

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS, QUAKERS

Quakers meet every Sunday at
11am. For meeting venue ring

– 830622, 820223

SALVATION ARMY
House Group/Bible Study

Mondays 2.30pm.
If you are interested in joining
us please ring 810251 for more

information.

CUMMING - Peacefully, at
home in Ayr, on Friday 17th
January 2014, Margaret (nee
Letham), late of Brandon
Lodge, Arran, in her 100th
year. Beloved wife of the
late John Cumming M.C.
(stockbroker, Glasgow), loving
mother of John, Jamie, Alastair
and Fiona, much loved grannie
and great grannie of the family.
Funeral service at Masonhill
Crematorium, by Ayr, on
Monday 24th February at

please, donations if desired to
the Ayrshire Hospice.
Will be sadly missed.
MACALISTER - Peacefully
on Tuesday 28th January,
aged 92 years at Cooriedoon
Care Home, John MacAlister

of Duncan, Eric, David and
Jennifer and the late Iain
and Rena. Funeral was held
on Tuesday 4th February at
Lamlash Parish Church. John’s
family would like to thank his
neighbours and friends for their
support and all of the staff at
Cooriedoon for their excellent
care of John since June 2013.

Whiting Bay Golf Club 
Sunday 9 February, 9 played

-
ter Cup. Scoring was tight and
the CSS stayed at 63. 1 Jamie
MacPherson (5)61, 2 Ron-
nie Mann (11)64 acb, 3 Nicol
Auld (3)64. Jamie won scratch
with 66 and there were magic
twos from Jamie MacPherson,
Nicol Auld and David Mor-
rison. With only one round
remaining any one of a group
of players could still win. With
the best three scores from a
possible six to count, the lead-
er with three scores at the mo-
ment is Dave Hackett who is a
couple of shots ahead of Bob
Hastings, but there are several
players with two good scores
who could scoop the Trophy

March.
Fixtures: Sunday 16 Feb-

ruary, friendly with Lam-
lash at Whiting Bay, tee
offs between 10.30am and
11am. The overall scores
are very close so far with
both sides making good use

of home advantage in the
-

ers welcome - the more the
merrier!

Shiskine Golf Club
The Gents Ryder Cup was
held on Sunday 9 February.
Nearest the pin at the 4th, B
Sherwood and at the 10th, D
K Henderson.

Table after the third game
with Torbeg getting the bo-
nus point for most holes
won:

Blackwaterfoot 8 pts,
Shiskine 8 pts, Torbeg 7 pts,
Kilpatrick 4 pts.

Next Fixture for Ryder Cup
is Sunday 16 February and a
double header on Sunday 16
March.

Fixtures: Sunday 16 Febru-
ary, Ryder Cup. Sunday 23
February, 12 Hole Medal and
Winter Cup.

Corrie Golf Club
Monday 10 February 1R
Burke 66-7=59, 2 J McGov-
ern 67-7=60, 3 A MacDonald

69-7=62. Scratch R Burke
66. Magic twos A Burke
(2), J McConnachie (2), R
Burke.

Fixtures: Saturday 15 Feb-
ruary, Winter Cup, tee times
8.30am and 12noon. Monday
17 February, tee-off 12noon.

Machrie Bay Golf Club 
Tuesday 4 February, Winter
Cup. 1 Alastair MacDon-
ald 62, 2 David Price 63, 3
Brian Sherwood 64. Scratch
Brian Sherwood 68. Twos
Elizabeth Ross had two twos
- after saying she never gets
a two she chipped in both
times!

Fixtures: The Lochranza
Hotel Cup and Freebie Final
was cancelled again due to
the weather. It is hopefully
to be played on Saturday 15
February, tee-off 12noon.

Tuesday 18 February, Lo-
chranza Hotel Cup, tee-off
12noon.

Lamlash Golf Club
Thursday 6 February, Yel-

low Medal. 1 Alan Winship
68 - 13 = 55, 2 Jon Smith 79
- 15 = 64. Magic twos Jon
Smith@ 8th, Alan Winship
@ 14th. Sunday 9 February,
Glenburn Cup. 1 I Bremner
69 - 6 = 63, 2 R Burke 78
- 11 = 67. Magic twos A
Burke @ 5th. Best Scratch I
Bremner 69.

Fixtures: Sunday 16 Feb-
ruary Winter friendly Lam-
lash v W/Bay at W/Bay
10.30am

Thursday 20 February Yel-
low Medal, ballot 11.00am.

Brodick Golf Club
Sunday 9 February Brandon,
12 played, CSS 67. 1 D Hen-
dry [13] 65, 2 G Hendry [6]
68, 3 T Raeside [8] 71. Scratch
G Hendry 74. Brian Smith got
the only two. 1st Class Bran-
don G Hendry, 2nd Class
Brandon D Hendry.

Fixtures: Sunday 16 Febru-
ary, Clochendichter. Sunday
23 February, Brandon and
Winter Cup, class draws at
9am and 12noon.

The ladies of Brodick Golf
Club celebrated the end of an-

-

Prizes galore for 
Brodick’s lady golfers

Brodick Golf Club’s lady prize-winners for 2013 collected their trophies at the annual dinner last week. b07bro01NO

son with their annual dinner
and prizegiving last week.

Thirty two ladies enjoyed a
beautiful dinner in front of a

entertainment provided by
Yvonne Brothers.

The prize-winners were:
Eclectic - Lesley Murray,
Birdie Tree - Susan Butch-
ard,

Par Tree - Lesley Murray,

SLGA Flag Brooch - Susan
Butchard, SLGU Brooch -
Brenda Livingstone, Thistle
Brooch - Susan Butchard,
LGU Silver Medal - Pat Ad-
amson, LGU Bronze Medal
- Gege Kroner, Stronach Cup
- Pat Reid and Janette McVic-
ar, Helen’s Vases - Lesley
Murray and Linda Trickett,
Winter Trophy - Lesley Mur-
ray, Club Trophy - Gwen

McNicol, St Elmo Cup - Iso-
bel McDonald, Medal Final -
Susan Butchard, Wilkie Tro-
phy - Tricia Martin, Wright
Trophy - Susan Butchard,
Centenary Quaich - Ann
Hart, Legion Trophy - Fiona
Crawford, Scratch Cup - Su-
san Butchard, Bronze Cham-
pionship - Gege Kroner and

- Jillian Plenderleith.



Follow us on 

facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbanner

Arran’s Weekly Newspaper

Sport

The Arran Banner’s circulation is independently audited by the Audit Bureau of Circulations (ABC Ltd) 
- www.abc.org.uk.  The total average weekly net circulation for the 52 issues between 2nd January 2012 and
30th December 2012 for combined print and digital editions was 3,307.

The Arran Banner will continue to be independently audited.

A bid is being made to revive 
a women’s hockey team on 
the island.

If there is enough interest,  
the Arran Ladies Hockey 
Team could begin playing in 
a competitive league starting 
in September.

Backers of the new Arran 
Ladies Hockey Team have 
already been assured they 
could play in the Scottish 
Hockey Association division 
four west league.

Now they are looking for 
players to join the set up.

It is nearly 15 years since 
there was a women’s hockey 
team on Arran. But all that 
could be about to change if 
keen hockey enthusiast Vic-
toria McNicol gets her way.

With fellow youth coaches 
Lorraine Hewie and Cat Gal-
braith already on board the 

The latest results from Arran 
Bridge Club are: Thursday 6 
February Aggregate Points.

N/S 1 Tricia Martin and Doug-
las Hamilton, 2 Fiona Crawford 
and David Henderson

3 Pat Adamson and Brenda 
Livingstone. E/W 1 John 
and Mary Dick, 2 Janie 
Maclure and Anne McK-
elvie, 3 Mel and Ellie Jones.
Monday 10 February Match 
Points Round 5. N/S 1 John 
and Jan Beattie, 2 Morag 
Gardner and Brenda Living-
stone, 3 John and Mary Dick. 
E/W 1 Tricia Martin and Rion 
Culpan, 2 Janie Maclure and 
Anne McKelvie, 3 Jessmay 
and Jim Peacock.

The annual Donald and James 
MacKenzie Memorial mixed 
doubles darts competition takes 
place tonight (Saturday).

The venue is Kilmory Hall 
with a 7.30pm start.

Anyone still wishing to take 
part should give their names 
to Margaret MacKenzie on 
870309 as soon as possible.

All money raised will go to 
the Kilmory Village Hall and 
the Kilmory community bus.

The social club bar will be 
open and transport can be ar-
ranged following the event.

Anyone for 
hockey?

Bid to start new women’s team on the island
core of the team is already 
coming together.

Victoria said: ‘I know some 
of the players from the last 
team are still around and I 
would welcome any of them 
to come and join the new 
team but I’d also like to in-
vite anyone interested to 
come and join us. Hockey is 

promotes well being. Any 
beginners would also be wel-
come.’

Players have to be over 14 
years old.

Victoria, who lives in 
Brodick, believes it is a good 
time to start the team with 
the Commonwealth Games 
coming to Glasgow.

‘There is a lot of money 
around just now for sport 
and I would hope we could 
get some national funding to 

start the team,’ she said. 
She also hopes that local 

businesses will give their 
backing in sponsorship. 

Arran has a healthy youth 
hockey club and around 30 
boys and girls turn up for 
training sessions every Tues-
day night at Ormidale Park 
in Brodick.

‘A few of the girls will be 
turning 14 in the coming year 
when they are too old to play 
in youth competitions so it 
would be great to have an 
adult team they could join,’ 
Victoria said.

The mum of four has 
played hockey since she 
went to Hutchesons’ Gram-
mar School in Glasgow and 
played for GHK in the city 
before coming to Arran 13 
years ago.

As well as coaching she 

still plays mixed indoor 
hockey at the Auchrannie on 
a Wednesday night.

But the catalyst for a new 
women’s team came after 13 
women in their 30s turned 
out for a friendly game for 
Janice Miller’s 40th birthday 
last autumn.

‘I thought if we can get 
that many for a friendly, then 
surely we must be able to 
start a team,’ Victoria said.

Joining the league would 
mean Arran playing both 
home and away, but all the 
teams in division 4 are with-
in easily travelling distance 
with Irvine being closest and 
Dumfries the farthest away. 
Most of the other teams are 
in and around Glasgow, in-
cluding Stepps and Udding-
ston. 

The only outlay for poten-

tial team members would be 
a £34 registration fee to the 
Scottish Hockey Association 
to cover insurance.

umpire who has a C Badge 
or who would be willing to 

-
tion.

Anyone interested can get 
in touch with Victoria by e-
mail at: victoriaemcallister@
hotmail.com or by telephone 
on: 07855 394163.

Arran Bridge 
Club results

Memorial darts

Published by Wyvex Media, Brodick, Isle of Arran 
Tel: 01770 302142 - Fax 01770 302021

E-mail: editor@arranbanner.co.uk

NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING

Recycled paper made 
up 75.5% of the 

raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004
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