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Parliament  honour for young Finlay

Brodick boasts the second 
highest pass rate for driving 
tests in the whole of Scotland, 

-
leased this week. 

But Arran driving instructor 
Peter Mackay insists sitting a 
test on the island is no easy 
option.

He said: ‘The driving test is 
about observation, control of 
a vehicle and showing com-
petent driving skills. It makes 
no difference to the types of 
roads and whether there are 

green to go if it is safe to do 
so. I think Arran drivers can 

lights on the Lamlash hill.’
Mr Mackay, who has been 

a driving instructor in the is-
land for 20 years, said he was 
not aware of any abuse of the 
system with people coming to 
the island to learn to drive or 
sit their test.

‘All the people I teach either 
live on the island or have per-
manent jobs here,’ he said.

He said an instructor only 
came to the island when there 
was a demand. He said on 

Arran not an easy driving test 
option despite high pass rates
‘Even experienced drivers 
who visit the island
can have problems
on Arran’s roads’

took their test every couple of 
months.

Mr Mackay, who is a grade 

the island can have problems 
on Arran’s roads.’

The information shows that 
drivers sitting there test on 
Arran have an 82.3 per cent 
chance of passing, almost 
double that of Anniesland in 
the north of Glasgow.   Sta-
tistically, young people are 
twice as likely to pass their 
test in a rural area compared 
to a busy town or city.

The Argyll town of In-
veraray topped the national 
league table, with 87 per cent 
of people aged 17-25 sitting 
tests there passing.

Brodick was second with 
82.3 per cent, Rothesay on 
the Isle of Bute followed with 
74.4 per cent pass rate and 
Portree with 69.9 per cent.

The area with the lowest 
pass rate was the Inverclyde 
town of Greenock which 
ranked bottom of the top 50 
list with 50.3 per cent of peo-
ple passing.

Irvine, Ayr, Aberdeen north 
and Lanark also ranked as 
some of the worst areas for 
successful tests.

 Finlay Murchie was invited to address the haggis at the Scottish parliament’s Burns Supper last week. 

One of the country’s most talented 
young Burns performers was invited 
to address the haggis at the Scottish 
parliament last week - and he just hap-
pens to be from Arran.

Fifteen-year-old Finlay Murchie of 
Tigheanfraoch Farm, Shiskine was 
the winner of last year’s S3/S4 nation-
wide Burns competition.

And when he was heard performing 
at a competition in Aberdeen, the par-

him to take part in her annual Burns 
Supper for members of Scotland’s 
Consular Corps and Members. 

‘To a Haggis’
The evening included a feast of tra-

ditional Scottish music, poetry and 
song that featured Finlay reciting ‘To 
a Haggis’. 

‘Fair fa’ your honest, sonsie face,
 Great chieftain o the puddin’-race!

Aboon them a’ ye tak your place, 
Painch, tripe, or thairm:

Weel are ye worthy o’ a grace
As lang’s my arm.’ 

MSP said: ‘I do not think I have ever 
heard such a fantastic rendition of the 
much-loved ‘To a Haggis’.

‘Well done Finlay and thank you for 
taking part in our fantastic Burns Sup-
per.’ 
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8-seater taxis available

Ardrossan Harbour to:

Glasgow Airport
£35.00

Prestwick Airport
£25.00

Return bookings and other 
prices on request.

It pays to advertise in the Arran Banner

Got a story for 
The Banner? Call 
01770 302142

Contract
awarded for 
terminal
ground works

-

-

-

-

-
-

-

Clarification

-

-

Staff at the Co-op dressed in their tartan finery. 20_b05shp01

Supermarket
fraudster goes 
on trial

-

-

-

Boom time 
for Paterson’s 
shortbread

-

-

-

-

-

Small donation
-

-

Co-op staff go mad 
for Rabbie Burns 

-
-

-

Charities
-
-
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It pays to advertise in the Arran Banner 

ARDROSSAN
HARBOUR
TO YOUR DESTINATION

Mainland Taxis
07921 998457
01294 463556
Glasgow City Centre £42

Glasgow Airport £35

Prestwick Airport £25

Irvine Central Hospital £14

Crosshouse Hospital £20

Ayr Hospital £32

Troon Harbour £22

Kilmarnock £23

Ayr £28
For other quotes just ask!
Friendly Reliable Service
www.mainland-taxis.co.uk
7 SEATER WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE VEHICLE 
AVAILABLE

The majority of Arran is in
line for a full superfast broad-
band service, but not for

nearly three years.
West of Scotland MSP Jack-

son Carlaw asked the Scottish
government when the resi-
dents of Arran could expect
the level of broadband serv-
ice taken for granted on the
mainland.

Flourish
Mr Carlaw said: ‘Acomplete

next generation, superfast
broadband service for Arran
will allow the development of
future business and enterprise

‘It would also provide a
more reliable network to the
mainland and beyond for the

The pupils at Corrie Primary School discovered how The Banner is put together each 
week. 20_b05cor01 

The MV Isle of Arran came
to the rescue on Sunday night
after the Caledonian Isles
broke down, just one day
after returning to service fol-

the cancellation of the Ar-
drossan ferry on Saturday
morning but she sailed again
later that day.

However on Sunday the
Caledonian Isles was forced
to turn back to Brodick after
setting off for Gourock at
10.30am.

The MV Isle of Arran ar-
rived from Campbeltown at
6pm and a return sailing took
place from Brodick later that
night.

A CalMac spokesman said:
‘We regret any inconvenience
caused by the unexpected
technical problems which
arose on the MV Caledonian
Isles last weekend.

‘A replacement ship was
deployed as soon as possible
and a huge effort is now un-
derway to repair the fault as

The children at Corrie Pri-
mary School were given an
insight into the world of jour-
nalism last week with The
Arran Banner.

Teacher Mrs Kirsten Picken
asked chief reporter Jenny
Lyon to come along and be
interviewed by the children
as they continue their look
into the world of commercial
writing.

The pupils were introduced
to the art of shorthand and
were guided through the jour-

out about an incident on the

being published in print and

Corrie kids 
learn about 
journalism

on the internet.
Jenny said: ‘I thoroughly

enjoyed chatting with all of
the children and answering
their questions about journal-
ism and the world of newspa-
pers.

‘The questions that they
asked me were all very clever
and insightful and I think that
there might be a few future
Jeremy Paxmans and Kirsty
Warks in that classroom!

‘I was particularly im-
pressed when one little girl
asked me if being a reporter
was like being a spy. I sup-
pose it sometimes is!’

Teacher Mrs Picken said:

‘This term we have been
looking at commercial writ-
ing so we have been develop-
ing our interview skills and
today was an ideal opportu-
nity to practice asking ques-
tions and listening carefully
to the answers.’

Jenny added: ‘I think some
-

sider a career in the media. It
was lovely to have such an
inquisitive group eager to
learn who were all very well
behaved.

‘Thank you to the school
for inviting me to visit and I
look forward to working with
them on a big story soon!’

Arran will have to wait three 
years for broadband rollout

residents, an essential re-
source for an island commu-
nity in the age of social media
and online communications.

‘The Scottish government
owe it to the people of Ar-
ran to meet their target of 91
per cent coverage by the end
of 2016, and I will be mak-
ing sure they live up to their
promise.’

Inawrittenparliamentary re-
ply to Mr Carlaw, who is also
deputy leader of the Scottish
Conservative Party, deputy

said: ‘The Scottish govern-
ment and its partners are in-
vesting over £280 million in
our Step Change programme
which, alongside commercial

deployment, will deliver next
generation broadband access
to 95 per cent of premises in
Scotland by 2017-18.

‘Deployment to Arran falls
within the scope of the High-
lands and Islands broadband
project.

Available

services are expected to be
available in all 10

of Arran’s exchange areas
by 2016.

‘Coverage to those parts of
-

ered in the Highlands and Is-
lands project (Arran and the
Cumbraes) will be around 91
per cent of premises by the
end of 2016.’

Arran’s old ferry comes to the rescue
quickly as possible.

‘In this case the issue relates
to new tailor-made pipework
associated with the replace-
ment of the turbo-chargers
which has been carried out
for safety reasons on the rec-
ommendation of the manu-
facturers.

‘Our own engineers and the
manufacturer’s specialists
are working round the clock

to have her back in service as
soon as possible.’

He added: ‘It is very dis-
appointing that this break-

down happened so soon

sea trials were undertaken
twice before she was put
back into service and neither
gave any cause of concern.’
When asked why CalMac do
not run a 6am sailing when
the boat is forced to berth
overnight in Brodick, he said:
‘Putting on an earlier sailing
would extend the working
day and the consequence of
this, due to hours of rest leg-
islation, would be the loss of
a later service at the end of
the day.’
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Check your 
calendar for 
new refuse 
collection
routes
A new household bin collec-
tion programme begins next 
week and residents are being 
urged to check for any chang-
es to their collection days. 

Every household in North 
Ayrshire will have their 2014 
waste collection calendar de-
livered to them. 

There have been some 
changes to routes and col-
lection days for some house-
holds, so it is important to 
check your calendar for the 
correct collection date.

Keep this calendar safe as it 
provides important informa-
tion on collection days for 
your blue recycling, brown 
organic and food waste, and 
grey bins. 

As well as a calendar, resi-
dents will also receive a 
handy guide to the types of 
materials accepted in each 
bin.

This is especially important 
when using blue bins as non-
recyclable material or tied 
black bags can result in the 
entire contents of the bin be-
ing left uncollected.

This year NAC are also roll-
ing out our food waste collec-

other households which were 
not part of the initial phase. 

Brown bins, kitchen caddies 
and liners will be delivered 
to these households over the 
next few weeks.

New Dippen 
picnic site
A new car park and picnic 
area is being planned at Dip-
pen by the Forestry Commis-
sion.

The proposal is to build a 
car park for six cars next to 
the A841 on ground that was 
forested but has now been 
cleared. The site is to the 
west of Creagraineach.

submitted last May but new 
drawings have now been 
submitted and the plan is 
now under active consid-
eration by North Ayrshire 

Arran High plant 
tree in memory
of the Holocaust 

Search begins 
for Arran’s 
voices
The search has begun to 

to take part in the ‘Arran 
-

minate in a storytelling per-
formance evening at the end 
of March. Jacqueline Harris, 
a local professional story-
teller, is hoping to encourage 
people to share stories and 
engage in oral storytelling 
as a way to both bring old 
stories back to life and to 
encourage the telling of new 
Arran stories that may not 
have been heard before.

Jacqueline is looking for 
people who would be willing 
to chat to her about Arran 
stories, such as folktales, 
stories of the supernatural, 
funny stories or simply sto-
ries about what Arran and its 
landscape means to them. 

She is also looking for peo-
ple who might like to work 
alongside her to develop a 
shared storytelling perform-
ance at the end of March. 

If you would be happy to 
share some stories and/or 
want to take part in the 
performance, please contact 
Jacqueline on 860163 or 

storyheel.co.uk

Arran High School on Monday to com-
memoration the Holocaust.

The school is one of 10 in North Ayr-
shire chosen by the council to receive 
a Silver Birch Tree working in partner-
ship with the Holocaust Memorial Day 
Trust (HMDT).

HMDT is a UK wide charity that pro-
motes and supports Holocaust Memori-
als.

After two senior pupils planted the 
tree, Councillor John Bruce said: ‘It is 
a sobering thought that some three gen-

erations after the end of World War Two 
the young people of Arran High School 
feel a very genuine need to mark Holo-
caust Memorial Day, recognising the 
unspeakable horrors that took place in 
Europe in the mid 20th century.

Genetic memory
‘Because evolution has not blessed 

humanity with a genetic memory, we 
have to put down markers to great sig-

most of our existing memorials com-
memorate tragedy in all its forms, be 

they natural disasters or the periodic 

He continued: ‘The planting of this 
simple silver birch represents our com-
mitment to remember what took place 
at Auschwitz-Birkenau - Birkenau of 
course means the area of birches.

‘I would also like to believe, along 
with our young generation, that this tree 
most assuredly symbolises renewal and 
our fervent hope that sometime soon 
we, as humankind, learn to embrace 
strategies and policies which prove life-

Councillor Bruce and headteacher Mr Auld watch as senior pupils Moir McCallum and Ceile Swinton-Boyle plant 
the commemorative silver birch. 20_b05ahs01
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Banner
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01770 302142

The annual general meeting
of the Arran Antiquarians
took place on Monday 20
January in Brodick Hall when
55 members attended.

The business part of the
meeting followed a welcom-
ing glass of wine, so every-
one was relaxed and attentive
to Tom Macleod (chairman),
Harry Davidson (secretary)
and Margaret Bruce (treas-
urer), as they gave their re-
ports.

The society has had a good
year, with a membership of

Livestock sales
United Auctions in Stirling
had forward 1,582 store cat-
tle, 208 cast cows and 3,052
store and breeding sheep last
week.
Cast cows: Birchburn (SimX)

£1190, 154p, Kilpatrick (BB) £815,
118p, Bellevue (Cont) £585, 121p,
Craigdhu (Lim) £525, 95p, Haw-
thorn (AA) £565, 97p, Clauchlands
(Hols) £665, 86p, Knowe (Hols)
£625, 87p.
Lambs: Craigdhu (Tex) £77.50,

Kilpatrick (Tex) £76, Drumnaghin-
ier (Tex) £64, Drumnghinier (Suff)
£69, Whin (Suff) £50, Sheddock
(Cross) £66
Ewes: Hillhead (Cross) £51.50,
Altoglath (Cross) £47.50, Kilpatrick
(Tex) £67.50,
Hillhead (Tex) £51.50, Balgowan
(BF) £40.50, Altgolath (BF) £36.50,
Sheddock (BF) £33.50, Bailemar-
gaidh (BF) £32.50
Cast rams: Drumnaghinier (Suff)

£84.50, Marganaish (Suff) £76.50,
Kilpatrick (Tex), £83.50, Altgolath
(BFL) £62.50, Ceither Gaoithe
(Cross) £40.50, Ceither gaoithe
(BF), £55.50, Drumnaghinier (BF)
£50.50, Balgowan (BF) £58.

Lost gloves
A lady has made a plea over her lost leather gloves.

The gloves, which are chocolate brown, were lost somewhere
between Brodick and Whiting Bay after she had attended a
concert in Brodick Hall and a church service in Whiting Bay
over the weekend of January 18/19.

Anyone who can help is asked to contact Linda Ross on
870229.

Lights donation 
for rescue team
Bernie Jackson, left, hands
over a cheque for £100 to
Alan McNicol leader of the
Arran Mountain Rescue
Team. Bernie raised the mon-
ey from his annual Christmas
light display at his home in
Whiting Bay.

He has raised a considerable
amount of money for chari-
ties, both on the island as well
as nationally and internation-
ally over the years.

And he has pledged the
lights will be back on for his
25th year this coming Christ-
mas. 20_b05lights01

Elderly warned 
about bogus 
caller
are continuing enquiries and
warning members of the
public to be on their guard
following a bogus caller inci-
dent in Ardrossan last week.
An 85-year-old woman was
in her house in St Andrews
Road, Ardrossan when she
answered the door to a man
who asked to check the water
pipes within her property.
The woman allowed him
into the house, where he
stayed for a short while, and
after he had left, the woman
noticed that a sum of money
was missing from her house,
although the amount is un-
known at this time.
The man is described as
white, early twenties and
around 5ft 5 inches in
height. He has light brown
hair with highlights and was
wearing a black jacket.
Police Scotland would like to
remind anyone, and particu-
larly elderly members of the
community that if anyone
comes to your door, always,
without exception, ask them

Always close and lock your
door while you contact the
company or the Police in
order to check they are genu-
ine before allowing anyone
access to your home.

Use your door chain to
ensure they cannot gain entry

their identity and do not to
place handbags and purses
in open view, especially with
large amounts of cash within.

Antiquarians
need new blood 
or the group 
might fold

130 and an average attend-
ance of 70 at the monthly
meetings. Despite outlay on

-

are happy to remain in post
for another year and the com-
mittee is unaltered, except for
the retirement of Margaret
Bryce.

There followed the usual
slide show compiled by Tom
and Harry and delivered by
Harry in his own inimitable
way.

This featured the speak-

ers over the past year with a
brief résumé of their lecture,
then pictures of the annual
outing to Stirling Castle, and

Dale to Auchencar.
Both Tom and Harry have

intimated their decision to

2015 after three years and 17
years respectively. It would
be very sad if such a success-
ful group had to close, but no-
one appears to be willing to
take over. Could you do it?  
Make yourself known to us
– it is fun and rewarding. It
is the intention to hold an ex-
traordinary general meeting
at the conclusion of the meet-
ing in July, when the hoped
for volunteers will appear or
a decision with regard to the
future of the society will be
discussed.

We meet every month (ex-
cept December) on the third
Monday in Brodick Hall at
2 pm. Visitors are also wel-
come. Come and have an in-
teresting afternoon and a cup
of tea or coffee, biscuits and
a chat.

Arran livestock sales
United Auctions in Stirling
had forward 1,261 store cat-
tle and cast cows, 4,681 store
and prime sheep last week.

Suffolk cross hoggs: Crai-
graineach £77, Cross hoggs:
Braehead £68, Blackfac:
Hillhead £50.

Texel cross ewes: Bellevue
£68.50, Texel cross ewes: Kil-
patrick£60.50,Cheviot/Mule:
Auchenhew £64.50, Suf-
folk cross: Hillhead £68.50,
Auchenhew £51.50. Mule:
Bellevue £50.50, Blackface:
Craigraineach £43.
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FEBRUARY ISSUE 
OUT NOW

INSIDE
20 pages 

of Scotland’s 
top independent 

schools

WIN
A LUXURY 2 

NIGHT BREAK
IN EDINBURGH

The Arran Banner on holiday

Corrie and Sannox SWRI 
held their Auld New Years 
Nicht celebration on 10 Janu-
ary when they hold a supper 
with entertainment and invite 
one of the other rurals to join 
with them.  On this occasion 
it was Kildonan and they had 
also invited central councillor 
and H and H advisor Vivienne 
Haigh to be with them.

A goodly part of friends 
were there, 15 guests and 11 
members. A very tasty supper 
had been provided by mem-

Kilmory
auction raises 
vital hall funds 
The impressive sum of 
£1,025 was raised for hall 
funds at an auction in 
Kilmory Hall on Saturday 
afternoon.

The directors of Kilmory 
Hall would like to thank 
everyone who donated and 
bought items at the sale. 

Thanks to everyone who 
helped on the day especially 
auctioneer David Thomas 
who made the afternoon run 
smoothly and managed to 
sell 172 items; and to John 
Picken for showing off the 
items so elegantly!

Special thanks to Phyllis 
Picken for organising an-
other great fundraising event 
for the hall.

The next big event is the 
Casino Night, tickets are 
available from the Hall or 
1934 Club. 

Hope to see you all there. 

Corrie pupils thanked by Queen 
Staff and pupils at Corrie Primary School received a surprise 
letter from a very important person recently.

Her Majesty The Queen sent the school a thank you note 
after the pupils sent her designs for an incredible pram that 
could be used by the new royal baby, Prince George.

Teacher Mrs Picken said they were thrilled to receive the let-
ter which was proudly displayed by Lori Murchie this week. 

‘The Banner on Holiday’ feature start-
ed six years ago, and we continue to 
be absolutely overwhelmed by the 
number of fantastic photographs of 
our readers that have come through 
the doors.

Maureen Thersby from Yarm and 

Shiskine took a copy of The Arran 
Banner to read at the top of the ski run 
in the Alps at La Plagne, France on her 
recent ski holiday. What a view!

Don’t forget to pack your copy of  
The Banner if you are going on holi-
day. It could be from Perth or St Pe-

tersburg, it really doesn’t matter; we 
would love to see your photographs. 

Send
Please send them to us either by 

email to editor@arranbanner.co.uk or 
to The Arran Banner, Douglas Centre, 
Brodick KA27 8AJ.

Corrie and Sannox SWRI hold Old 
New Years Nicht celebrations

bers and was enjoyed by all.
Mike Bailey then set to and 

gave a lovely selection of 
songs accompanied on the 
guitar including ‘The Muck 
Spreader’ a west country 
song and his own composi-
tion ‘Farewell to Lochranza’.  

Recitations
The president then gave 

guests some Scots recitations 
and a much requested song 
‘The Wee Cock Sparra’.  The 
secretary also gave a Scot-
tish version of Eenie Meenie 

Minie Mo, which she hoped 
people would remember and 
not let die out.

was drawn and over £100 
was raised for Scottish War 
Blinded.

The very happy evening 
came to an end when mem-
bers were reminded that 
the next meeting will be on 
Thursday 13 February at 2pm 
in the school annex when it 
is hoped young mothers and 
children will join them.

It pays to advertise in the Arran Banner

• Do you have a 
story for

The Arran Banner?
Call our reporters on                 

01770 302142

Surgeon quits before hearing
AN ARRAN surgeon who faced being struck off the medical 
register after a series of botched operations has been allowed 
to resign before facing any disciplinary action.

Colin Mainds, 57, was on the receiving end of several com-
plaints after a series of failed operations. Among those who 
suffered at his hands was Edinburgh patient Sean Spence, 

in the wrong place.
Mainds treated 620 patients and carried out 400 operations 

at Glasgow’s Ross Hall Hospital between 2008-2009, earning 
£250,000.

He originally faced 50 misconduct charges, but was allowed 
to admit only 13. Among those were allegations that he mis-
placed implants and screws, carried out inappropriate surgery 
and failed to make adequate checks on surgery. 

His withdrawal from the medical register means he cannot 
be punished by the General Medical Council.
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North Ayrshire
welcomes Afghans
nationals who worked
alongside UK troops

Megan is 
named young 
naturalist of 
the year 2013 

The Shiskine and Machrie Senior Citizens Committee would
like to thank Shiskine Golf Club and the Kinloch Hotel’s
Mackerel Lottery for their kind donations to their funds.
Sadly due to unforeseen circumstances the coffee afternoon

at the Kinloch scheduled for Saturday 1 February has been
postponed until Saturday 15 February.

Searching
for Britain’s 
greatest
generation
Arran’s men and women in
their late 80s, 90s and 100s
who have vivid and inter-
esting stories to tell from
their past are being urged to
take part in a new television
programme.  

Award winning history
documentary company Tes-
timony Films are making a
new series for BBC2 paying
tribute to Britain’s Greatest
Generation.

From childhood to war;
romance to retirement – this
generation has experienced
the most radical amount of
change within their lifetime
than any other.

Their memories and values
are hugely important for
educating and inspiring our
future generations.

Do you have interesting
tales of childhood on Arran

and 1930s?
Did you serve during the

Second World War or keep

Have you found a new
lease of life since retirement
on the island and are your
children or grandchildren
fascinated by your tales of
the past?

If so Testimony Films
would like to talk to you
about your story!

If you would like to share
your memories with us
please get in touch with
Pete, Emily or Sara on 0117
925 8589 or email: pete.

Address: 12 Great George
Street, Bristol, BS1 5RH

Arran’s budding young nat-
uralists celebrated the end of
the year with the presenta-
tion of a very special award
recently.

Megan McCartney from
Corrie was named as the
young naturalist of the year
for 2013 with Emma Girbow
and Mary Smyth as runners-
up.

The party at the Ranger
Centre in the grounds of
Brodick Castle had to be

The Young Nats gathered for their re-arranged Christmas party last week. 

postponed until January af-
ter dangerously high winds
forced the closure of the
country park back in De-
cember.

Organiser Corinna Goeck-
eritz said: ‘The Young Nats
didn’t seem to mind the ex-
tension of Christmas into
the New Year!

‘Well done to all of the
winning naturalists.’

Suitable for children
The Brodick Country Park

Afghan nationals who assist-
ed UK forces in the war torn
state will be invited to make
North Ayrshire their new
home, if a proposal to the lo-
cal authority is approved.

A national resettlement
scheme – for key personnel
who served on the frontline in
Helmand – will be considered
in detail at next week’s meet-
ing of the Cabinet of North
Ayrshire Council.

Welcome
The UK government is ask-

ing all local authorities to
welcome the Afghan people
and reward them with the
chance of a new start in life.

Council leader Willie Gib-
son said: ‘I believe that we

owe these people a debt of
gratitude for the part they
have played in helping allied
troops overcome the forces of
terrorism.

Better society
‘In extending the hand of

friendship, we help others
who, in turn, will help us cre-
ate a better society and a bet-
ter place in which to live.

‘I implore everyone to join
me in welcoming these people
– and giving them the chance
to live with us in peace and
harmony, away from the hor-
rors of war.’

Applicants who move to the
UK will be able to apply for
permanent settlement after

Shiskine senior citizens say thanks

Got a story for The Banner? Call 01770 302142

60 MITSUBISHI L200 Barbarian, Double Cab Pickup, Manual, Sat Nav, Leather, Met Silver, 44K ....................................................................£13,950
60 MITSUBISHI L200 Warrior, Double Cab Pickup, Manual, E-Pack, Alloys, Black, 25K .................................................................................£13,450
60 MITSUBISHI L200 Warrior, Double Cab Pickup, Manual, E-pack, Alloys, Black, 35k..................................................................................£12,950
60 MITSUBISHI L200 TROJAN, Double Cab Pickup, Manual, Leather, Alloys, Black, 45K...............................................................................£11,950
10 MITSUBISHI L200 4 Work, Single Cab Pickup, Manual, 4wd, Truck man Canopy, Tow Bar, Red, 57k .........................................................£9,750
56 MITSUBISHI L200 4Work, Double Cab Pickup, Manual, CD, Alloy Mountain Top, Met Silver, Choice.................................................£6,950
56 MITSUBISHI L200 TROJAN, Double Cab Pickup, Manual, Canopy, CD, Alloys, Black .................................................................................................£5,950
57 MITSUBISHI SHOGUN Sport Trojan, 5 Door Estate, Manual, Leather, E-pack Alloys, Met Grey.......................................................NO VAT £6,450
10 NISSAN NIVARA, Tekna, Double Cab Pickup, Manual, Sat Nav, Heated Leather, Reverse Camera, Met Blue, 60K................................................£12,950
58 NISSAN NAVARA OUTLAW Double Cab Pickup, Manual, Alloy Cover, E--pack, Alloys, Black .....................................................................£8,750
07 NISSAN NAVARA Aventura, Double Cab Pickup, Auto, Heated Leather, Sat Nav, Met Silver, 48k.....................................................NO VAT £8,950
05 NISSAN NAVARA D22 DBL CAB PICKUP, Manual, Roll Bars, Tow Bar, Met Silver, 90k miles..........................................................NO VAT  £5,750
09 TOYOTA HILUX, HL2,. Double cab pickup, Manual, E Pack, Air Con, Canopy, Met Green, 45k...................................................................£10,950
08 MAZDA BT 50. Double Cab  Pickup, Manual, Epack, Alloys, Towbar, Met Grey, 60K ...................................................................................£8,950
11 FORD TRANSIT 350 115 TDCi, 15 Seater Minibus, 6 speed, Epack, White................................................................................................£10,750
60 FORD TRANSIT 350 115, LWB, Semi High Van, 6 Speed, E Pack, White.....................................................................................................£7,950
10 FORD TRANSIT 350 115 HD, LWB, Hitop Van, 6 Speed, SLD, E-Pack, Ply Lined, White..............................................................................£6,950
09 FORD TRANSIT 260, SWB, Semi Hightop Van, 115HP, CD Player, SLD, Blue, 10k.......................................................................................£8,250
09 FORD TRANSIT 350, LWB, High Top Van, Rear Fitted Workshop, SLD, Red, 80K ........................................................................................£7,950
09 FORD RANGE Super Cab Pickup, 2wd, Canopy, Epack, Tow Bar, White, 25K..............................................................................................£7,590
58 FORD TRANSIT 350 LWB crew Van 115hp, 6 speed, Epack, 6seats, White.................................................................................................£6,850
08 FORD TRANSIT, 350 Double Cab Pickup, Alloy Drop Side Body, White........................................................................................................£6,950
57 FORD TRANSIT 350, MWB, Drop Side Tripper, Manual, Towbar, CD Player, White 60K................................................................................£7,950
07 FORD TRANSIT 350 TDCi Crew Cab Tipper, One Stop, Removable cage sides, White.................................................................................£7,750
05 FORD TRANSIT 350, LWB, Hi Top Jumbo Van, 115 HP, Twin rear wheels, White ............................................................................NO VAT £5,250
08 FORD TRANSIT 260, SWB, Semi High Top Van, SLD, Rear Fitted Workshop, Red .......................................................................................£4,950
60 MERCEDES SPRINTER 313 CDi, LWB, Panel Van, 6 Speed, SLD, EPack, White..........................................................................................£9,450
06 MERCEDES SPRINTER 311 CDi, MWB, 4x4 Van, Manual, SLD, Rear Fitted Workshop, White ....................................................................£8,950
59 VW TRANSPORTER 4 MOTION, Combi Van 2.5 TDI 130, 4WD, 5 seater, Twin SLD, White........................................................................£9,950
58 VW CRAFTER, CR50 TDI Crew Cab Pickup, 5 Tonne gross, Green , 42K.....................................................................................................£8,950
08 VW TRANSPORTER, SWB, Minibus, Manual, Twin SLD, Full Wheel Chair Access, Met Silver, 50k ............................................................£10,950
10 Peugeot Boxer, LWB Pickup, Roller Shutter Tool Box, Drop Side Tipper Body With Cage Sides, Blue, 30k ...................................................£9,450
10 VAUXHALL COMBO, CTDI Van, SLD, White, 35K..............................................................................................................................No Vat £5,450
09 VAUXHALL MOVANO 3500, MWB, Semi High Top Van, 6 Speed, Manual, SLD, Blue..................................................................................£5,750
60 TOYOTA HILUX Extra Cab Pickup, Manual, Epack, Tow Bar, Met Silver.........................................................................................................£9,750
10 KAWASAKI 600 MULE  Drop Side Tipper Body, Mauser cab, Towbar, Red, 1200 HRS, Choice...................................................................£4,250
04 MERCEDES UNIMOG, U400 Tracker Unit, Triptronic, 230Hp, Ex Airport Authority, 1800klms, As New......................................................£42,950

20%

Young Naturalists Club
meets on the second Sat-
urday of each month at the
Ranger Centre, and is suit-
able for children between
the ages of six and 11.

Most of the session takes
place outdoors, exploring
wildlife and natural history
in a fun and hands-on way.

Please phone the Ranger
Service on 302462 for more
information.



press policy
WE AT The Arran Banner do our utmost to make sure that all our reports 
are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on occasion, mistakes 
can occur in the hectic process of producing a local newspaper.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in print. 
The 

Arran Banner, Brodick, Arran giving your day-time telephone number 
where possible. 

This statement of policy will appear on this page every week along with 

The Arran Banner adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s Code 
of Conduct.  The views expressed in The Arran Banner are not necessarily 
those of the The Oban Times Group.

your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 
words in length for publication on this page. The 
editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses 
must be supplied, including on e-mails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime telephone number is also 
required for verification. Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact telephone number will not 
be printed. Please write or fax to: Letters Page, The 
Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran. 
E-mail editor@arranbanner.co.uk

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Arran
Deliveries
Glasgow Depot
Arran Deliveries
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow G14 OHB

Arran Deliveries
The Parcel Point
Harbour Road, 
Ardrossan
North Ayrshire 
KA22 8BZ

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
Daily collection throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and surrounding districts

Tel: 01475 676 255
Fax: 01294 469 492

Open Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm
Accepting goods destined 
for the island

We deliver the goods
not excuses
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Testing time for Arran’s drivers

‘For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, 
so that you through His poverty might become rich.’ (2 
Corinthians 8:9)

Ferry consensus 
Sir, 
My word, the natives certain-
ly are getting restless.

conditions of December there 

in the criticism of the opera-
tion of our dedicated main 
ferry by a multitude of Arran 
residents - this is good, let us 
shout louder then our voices 
may be heard above the con-
tinuing gobbledy gook that’s 
coming out of Gourock.

critical and one supportive 
letter of CMAL.

Enough has been said of 
the lack of service we’ve 
received from the Calamity 
Isles, though not enough of 
the splendid service received 
from the Clansman when she 
was acting as relief ship dur-
ing our current incumbent’s 
annual overhaul.

Though I must say that 
the gangways were far from 
perfect for people with large 
bags, unsteady of foot and the 
likes, I must also point out 
that if spotted or requested 
there was invariably a crew-
man handy to assist.

I was unfortunate enough 

Clansman this winter when 
foot passengers had to disem-
bark via the car deck as the 
gangway had been removed 
prior to leaving with the 
Clansman on Friday morn-
ing.

 I hear you; ‘What’s he 
moaning about now?’, I per-
sonally was not put out by 
this fact as I am not yet too 

-
aged the stairs down to the 

A lady immediately in front 
of me with a small aircraft 
walk-on sized suitcase was 
struggling and kept apologis-
ing for holding us all up, I 
couldn’t help as my shopping 
bag was pulling my arm out, 
the other was hanging on to 
the hand rail.

Despite my urging her to 
just take her time and get 
down safely she kept on with 
her apologising, bless her.

Right, whinges out the way 
column inches being eaten up 
I had intended passing com-
ment on the other correspond-

ents letters, messrs Kerr, 
Ferguson, Mackay, Arthur 
and Anon were generally in 
agreement with me or had 
stolen some of my limelight 
by pre-empting what I was 
planning on writing about 
in this or future issues, did I 
hear a loud cheer there?

I know Mr Kerr, as a near 
neighbour of mine, has an in-
terest in shipping as I’ve had 
to pass a Sea Breezes maga-
zine back to him as it had 
been left at my place by mis-
take. As for the others I can’t 
at this moment tell.

As for Jim McCann’s letter 
where he basically tells us 
we’re wrong for condemn-
ing management for refusing 
to sail in ‘horrendous storm 
conditions’ he should realise 
we were condemning man-
agement for not sailing in just 
windy conditions and blam-
ing a weather forecast that no 
one else had seen.

Yes Mr McCann, we chose 
to live on Arran but we do 
expect a ferry service that 
will get us home in all but the 
most severe weather condi-
tions.

Yours 
John Lawson
Catacol

Passenger ferry 
Sir, 
One possible way out of this 
impasse might be for Cal-
Mac to add a new passenger 
only ferry to the Brodick-Ar-
drossan run, to complement 
the Cally Isles which would 
continue as primarily a vehi-
cle carrier.

A ship designed for pas-
sengers would be cheaper, 
more seaworthy since lower 
in the water and better able 
to access the mainland ports 
owing to less windage and a 
deeper keel; especially im-
portant would be that no link-
spans would be required.

Given the two berths which 
the new terminal will have, 
in the summer the Cally Isles 
would shuttle with the sum-
mer boat (Isle of Arran or 
whatever) using the linkspan 
side and the passenger boat 
would use the second berth.

The island could do with 
fewer road vehicles, not 
more. A higher proportion of 
foot passengers, complement-

ed by improved bus services, 
would surely enhance the at-
tractiveness of the island.

Yours, 
Ian Ferguson
High Corrie

Complicated
terminal
Sir,
RE ‘Getting the pier right’ 
in the edition of Saturday 18 
January.

Mr Robert Kerr appears to 
me to hit so many nails on 
the head with his ideas on 
the general layout and ease of 
passenger movement within 
the new terminal area.

There are so many crossover 
points between passengers 
and vehicles, and between 
embarking and disembarking 
passengers in the proposed 
design.

As Mr Kerr says, and I 
have already suggested this 
to CMAL, why not eliminate 

To get back to real basics 
is there a real need for two 
berths especially as only one 
will have vehicle handling fa-
cilities.

there, which is an easily ac-
cessible terminal, by land or 
by sea, with no stairs or lifts 

-

- in short a set-up that makes 
using the terminal an uncom-
plicated experience.

Yours,
Alistair Glen
Brodick

To think again 
Sir,
So NEDL, the proposers 
of the biomass plant at the 
Dyemill have withdrawn, to 
think again. 

NEDL were proposing a 
plant that would achieve only 

there was no use for the heat 
generated.

Technically the plant was 
offered as Combined Heat 
and Power [CHP] but the heat 
produced was to be released 
into the atmosphere. 

In 2013 both UK and Scot-
tish governments were active 
in redesigning the electricity 
market.

Green objectives remain in 
place, including through the 

use of biomass. 
The new Electricity Market 

Reform [Cm8674] measures 
have been designed to tighten 
up the contracting regime so 
as to provide consumers with 
greater price stability as well 
as assurance of the viabil-

projects.
The Scottish government’s 

‘Electricity Generating Pol-
icy Statement’ of 2013 sets 
out laudable green energy ob-
jectives for this country. 

Here are two points from 
that statement set against the 
NEDL plan for Arran.

· 11 per cent of re-
quired heat to be supplied 
from green energy by 2020. 
The NEDL plant would not 
contribute a single therm to 
that goal. 

· Preference for bio-
mass in heat only or ‘good 
quality’ CHP schemes. Heat 
only schemes can reach 80-

CHPs can reach 50-70 per 
cent. It will beggar belief that 
the NEDL ‘CHP’ plant as 
presently conceived could be 
deemed ‘good quality’ at an 

These underlying public 
policy arguments add to those 
against this project to be 
found at the excellent www.
arranenergy.org developed 
by, and hugely supportive of, 
residents on the island.

You report that NEDL re-
main ‘fully committed’ to the 
Dyemill project. 

Can this be so? The combi-
nation of evidence-based lo-
cal opposition and a new and 
tougher policy environment 
provide the reasons for their 
withdrawal.

They also suggest that 
NEDL will never return to the 
Dyemill site. 

Yours,
John Taylor
Whiting Bay 

Follow us on 

facebook

www.facebook.com/
arranbanner

Brodick apparently now boasts the second highest pass 
rate for driving tests in the whole of Scotland - an impres-
sive feat for an island so small.

Statistically, young people are twice as likely to pass their 
test in a rural area compared to a busy town or city.

But Arran driving instructor Peter Mackay has insisted 
that sitting a test on the island is no easy option.

For years I’ve been ridiculed by my mainland friends for 
passing my driving test on Arran.

People found it hard to believe that you could sit a driving 

At the age of 19 I had learnt to drive in Dumfries but just 
hadn’t had time to sit my actual test.

While working here for the summer I booked four lessons 
with Peter MacKay and he arranged my test.

We drove all over Brodick and Lamlash, reversing around 
corners in Murray Crescent, doing three-point turns at 
Brodick Church and parallel parking on Brathwic Terrace.

I thought I was doing okay until the day of my test arrived 
and I realised I’d be driving through Brodick at the dreaded 
FERRY TIME. 

Now for those accustomed to driving daily through the 
centre of Glasgow or navigating roundabouts and motor-
ways on your way to work, driving through Brodick when 
the ferry is in probably doesn’t seem so very scary.

But trust me, even now, 10 years later, I still do every-
thing I can to avoid driving at ferry time and I certainly 
don’t go down Market Road or try to get petrol or anything 
stupid like that when there’s a boat unloading.

roundabouts but we do have to contend with drivers who 
seem to think it’s okay to leave the Highway Code at home 
when using Arran’s roads. 

Cars are frequently abandoned anywhere in Brodick - 
yellow lines or not.

People will pull out of Market Road right in front of you 
as if being a ferry passenger automatically gives you the 
right of way.

And don’t get me started on the swarms of pedestrians 
who seem surprised to see that Arran actually has cars.

Peter is absolutely right when he says that the driving 
test is about observation, control of a vehicle and showing 
competent driving skills.

It really doesn’t make any difference where you sit your 
test, you are still faced with the same obstacles. JL
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Incidentals 
Arran

Happy computers 
on Arran since 1983

Bill Stewart
T. 830343

Active Finance Scotland 

Paragon Solutions web design

Incidentals Arran 
‘I’m a problem solver, pure and simple.’
Those are the words of Bill Stewart when we asked what 
exactly it is that Incidentals Arran does.
Bill, who has more than 30 years experience working in the 
computer industry, has done everything from design heat-
ing systems for golf clubs to water wheels for a home.
PC recovery and repair is Bill’s speciality and he can do 
this in the comfort of your own home or from his workshop 
in Catacol.

you what you need to do to get the most from your system

‘I won’t sell you anything that you don’t need,’ explains 
Bill. ‘Just because you have a faulty key on your keyboard 
doesn’t mean you need a new laptop.

As well as computer repairs Bill also works online man-
aging databases and computer systems all over the globe 
from Newcastle to Brazil.
Believe it or not but Bill can remotely repair computers on 
trains in Sweden from his workshop in Catacol.
So for all your problem solving needs give Bill at Incidentals 
Arran a call today.

Andrew Ross-Bain
With more and more of us installing stoves in 
our homes chimney sweeping has become big 
business on Arran.
And one man who knows only too well how 
vital a clean chimney is, is Andrew Ross-Bain 

Moving to the island from Stratford-upon-Avon 
Andrew immediately saw a gap in the market.
‘There were one or two sweeps working on the 

-

ing installed and Arran needed another chim-
ney sweep,’ said Andrew.
He now has 300 customers all over the island 
and he is happy to travel to all four corners.
‘I have customers in Lochranza and Lagg, 
it doesn’t matter where you are, I’ll come to 
you.’
As well as sweeping chimneys he now also of-
fers a removal service for anyone wanting to 
move furniture or goods from one part of the 
island to another! 

ANDREW ROSS-BAIN
Chimney Sweeping

Exterior house & 
     garden maintenance

Lawn mowing

Tel: 01770 870214    Mobile: 07810 820374
Email: andyrossbain@live.co.uk

Arran’s 
thriving

businesses

To advertise in our next business feature call Laura on 01770 302142
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Nine high school pupils pre-
paring for a trip of a lifetime 
to Malawi are hoping to get 
Arran in the mood for love as 
they host a fundraising Valen-
tine’s dinner. 

On Friday 14 February 
those attending will receive 
a three-course meal prepared 
by Alastair Gold and his team 
from Arran on a Plate. 

On top of this, during din-
ner there will be live enter-
tainment from some of the 
school’s very talented stu-
dents.

The meal will be a set menu 
and guests are invited to 
bring a bottle of their choice 
to enjoy.

James McEnaney, one of 
the teachers involved in or-
ganising the Malawi 2015 
trip, said: ‘Whilst this is a 
Valentine’s dinner we would 
be thrilled to welcome peo-

Music festival dates released 
The 2014 Arran Music Festival will take place in the com-
munity theatre at Arran High School on March 26, 27 and 
28.

Copies of the festival syllabus are now available at sev-
eral island shops and at all the schools. Unfortunately a 
few copies with the wrong dates may have been distrib-
uted. The correct dates are shown above. 

ple arriving individually or 
in groups, and will provide a 
range of seating options so it 
won’t just be lots of couples 
in the room.’ 

Tickets for the evening are 
set at the very reasonable 
price of £25, although there 
are a limited number of VIP 
tickets available for £30 as 
well.

Privilege
VIP ticket holders will be 

seated in the cafeteria area 
and will have the privilege of 
watching the chef’s work, as 

each course. 
Every penny raised will be 

going towards the group fund 
for the expedition next year.

They hope to see as many 
people as possible at the event 
and look forward to providing 
an excellent evening for those 
supporting it.

Valentine’s dinner to 
raise Malawi funds 

Left: Bill Calderwood is the 
leading light behind the 
Arran energy plan. 

Island seeks
of power sup

One hundred per cent of Samso’s power consumption is supplied by wind turbines and 70 per cent of the heat comes from r

Arran can learn lessons in community 
Arran is looking to learn from 
a renewable energy island in 
Denmark.

Backers of a new community 
energy project on Arran be-
lieve it is time the residents of 
the island had a major say in 
the better integration of power 
supplies on the island.

And they hope eventually to 
set up their renewable energy 

whole island.
In the search for inspiration 

they have been looking at how 
the small Danish island of 

in electricity just four years 
after it was made a Renewable 
Energy Island in 1997.

Although just a quarter of the 
size of Arran the island nine 
miles off the Jutland Penin-
sula has a population of nearly 
4,000 and is described as ‘Den-
mark in miniature’.

Today 100 per cent of the is-
land’s power consumption is 
supplied by wind turbines and 

70 per cent of the heat comes 
from renewable sources such 
as straw, solar energy and 
wood chips.

The island has experimented 
with rapeseed oil for transpor-
tation and intelligent storage of 
solar energy and aims to be a 
fossil free island by 2030.

And the Samso Energy Acad-
emy is now an international 
meeting centre visited by  more 
than 6,000 politicians, journal-
ists and students from around 
the world each year to learn 
from the community’s experi-
ence.

Opportunities
The island itself is said to 

have a beautiful and varied 
countryside that offers many 
experiences and opportunities 
for activities, like Arran.

‘We may be seven years be-
hind but there is a lot we can 
learn from the experiences 
in Samso. Although smaller 
its landscape and climate and 
population are not unlike Ar-

ran which makes it an ideal 
place to learn from,’ said Bill 
Calderwood who is the leading 
light behind the Arran energy 
plan.

‘Maybe someday we will 
be able to ecological tourists 
to Arran’s renewable energy 
projects.’  

This week Mr Calderwood 
gave an update on the Arran 
Community Energy (ACE) 
proposals to the community 
council.

And they are at a crucial stage 
of evolving with charity status 
being sought and various piec-
es of the jigsaw beginning to 
fall into place.

‘ACE is not a single project. 
It is about looking at all the 
various projects on the island 
and seeing if we can bring 

the community,’ said Mr Cal-
derwood.

They are already talking to 
the National Trust for Scotland 
about their four hydro schemes 

Fantastic 
competitions 
and special 
show 
subscription 
offers

Love Scotland?
Subscribe to the new 
look SCOTS Heritage 

Magazine.
Now the official 
magazine of the 

Standing Council of 
Scottish Chiefs

Subscribe today and 
receive a FREE issue 

plus FREE p&p.
ONLY £25

Call 01631 568000

Subscribe
to the
new look

Visit: www.scotsheritagemagazine.com

SCOTS
H e r i t a g e  M a g a z i n e

Call 01371 851868
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The aims of Arran 
Community Energy 

Work with current provid-
ers to facilitate restructure of
the existing grid network to
remove vulnerability to users
in the event of supply inter-
ruptions from the mainland.

Promote the development
of renewable energy generat-
ing systems and maintain ca-
pacity in line with projected
demand.

To promote substantial
savings on electricity con-
sumption.

Promote schemes which
-

ing cost savings.
Evaluate alternative fuel

options for transport on the
island.

Actively include residents
and businesses to enable
optimisation of new opportu-
nities as they may arise.

Work with the various
local groups to prepare a
project plan for Arran show-
ing options and potential

of activities.
Monitor new building

regulations to minimise the
future vulnerability for new
build premises and evaluate
what could be introduced
to ensure new builds have
alternative heat sources as a
basic condition of building
regulations.

s integration
pplies

The small Danish island of Samso became self-sufficient in electricity just four years 
after it was made a Renewable Energy Island in 1997. renewable sources such as straw, solar energy and wood chips.  

The Samso Energy Academy is now an international meeting centre visited by  more 
than 6,000 politicians, journalists and students from around the world each year to 
learn from the community’s experience. 

energy from ‘Denmark in miniature’
in Brodick Country Park.

They themselves have identi-

hydro scheme near Corrie and
another at Shiskine.

However it has become clear
that the potential needs of the
island will not be met with hy-
dro alone and there needs to
be considered a multi-option
approach to providing a secure
and reliable power supply.

Enhance
To this end the group have

established dialogue with SSE
technical management respon-
sible for grid structure and ini-
tial discussions held to scope a
potential project which could
enhance village resilience and
provide a model for roll out to
wider applications.

The group is also supporting
Glasgow University students
following their approach look-
ing for background informa-
tion related to Arran’s energy
needs for an assigned project.

That project, which is now

part of a number of engineer-
ing degree programmes, in-
volves providing technical
designs for energy conversion
technology suitable for devel-
opment on Arran and a 10 year
business plan.

Mr Calderwood added: ‘We
-

gaged with three interested
potential Trustees who will
add heritage, engineering and
transport experience to the
scheme.

But the initiative also ex-
tends beyond the island as they
have agreed a partnership with
Cumbrae and Bute through the
Scottish Islands Federation
to create a ‘Cluster’ of Clyde
islands to share experiences
and work together. They have
also prepared an ‘Expression
of Interest’ to participate in
the SmileGov project which
should lead to the creation of
an island plan.

The project has its origins
when in June 2012 Arran Com-

munity Council established an
energy sub-committee to re-
view energy schemes being
proposed by private develop-
ers, in particular the biomass
plant at Dyemill.

However, it quickly became
clear that there was a strong
interest in developing other vi-
able options in which the com-
munity could contribute and

-
ed to key community projects.

Following a review of vari-
ous sites around the island the
sub-committee focused on a
site on mainly forestry land at
Loch Garbad on the south of
the island.

Abandon
However, after some prelimi-

nary works it was decided to
abandon the scheme and look
for other sites.

That has now expanded into
the all encompassing Arran
Community Energy scheme

-
velopment in 2014.

The 2014 
FISHupdate Almanac

NOW ON SALE!

CATCHING  PROCESSING  AQUACULTURE

 PRODUCTION SURVEY 2012

54 www.fishupdatedirectory.comAlmanac & Diary

Prices
Prices of farmed shellfish fluctuated throughout 

the year. The average price of Pacific 
oyster was £0.35 per shell; native oyster, 
£0.60 per shell; scallop, £1.70 per shell; 
queen scallop, £0.10 per shell; and 
mussels £1,200 per tonne. 

The value of the table trade is esti-
mated from the production figures 
shown in Table 1.
Mussel: £7.5 million Pacific oyster: 

£0.95 million
Native oyster: £0.19 million Scallop: £0.10 
million Queen: £0.001 million.
The 2012 total value, at first sale for all 
species, was estimated at £8.7 million, a 
decrease from £9.8 million in 2011.

Employment
The industry employed 171 full-time and 187 
part-time and casual workers during 2012. The 
number of full-time employees remained the 
same while there was an increase of 15 part-
time and casual employees since 2011. The 
number of people employed by the shellfish 
farming industry in Scotland rose by 4% from 
the 2011 total of 343. This increase in employ-
ment and the increase in the number of sites 
producing shellfish indicates a continued confi-
dence within the industry.

Summary
Mussel and Pacific oysters remain the main 
species produced in terms of both value and 
tonnage. Mussel production decreased by 10% 
and Pacific oyster production decreased by 

Native oyster 

sales were 

worth £0.95 

million

The number
of people
employed
by the shell-
fish industry 

rose by 4%

MUSSELS
PRODUCTION: 
WORTH £7.5M

AQUACULTURE
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14% during 2012;
• Production of Pacific 
oysters for on-growing has 

significantly increased 
(128%) in 2012 as 

new markets, 
home and 

abroad,
have been 
established;

• There has 
been a reduc-

tion in queen 
scallop and 

scallop production, 
attributed to poor spat 

fall and severe weather conditions;
• Native oyster production dropped from 
350,000 to 317,000 shells. The sector continues 
to target a strong niche market;
•  Employment levels showed an increase of 4% 

from the previous year, with 358 full, part-time 
and casual staff being employed during 2012.

•  The Scottish shellfish farming industry is 
estimated to be worth £8.7 million at first sale 
value.

•  Surveillance for the shellfish diseases 
Bonamiasis and Marteiliasis was maintained 
in 2012, resulting in no new infected areas. 
Movement restrictions remain in place for the 
presence of Bonamia ostreae at Loch Sunart 
and West Loch Tarbet;

•  For shellfish health purposes, 118 out of 330 
sites were inspected during 2012 as part of a 
risk based surveillance programme imple-
mented under Council 
Directive 2006/88/EC;

•  A surveillance programme targeting Pacific 
oyster farm sites continued in 2012, to detect 
any occurrence of OsHV-1 μvar, no evidence 
of infection was found from samples taken. 
Immediate notification of increased mortal-
ity on farm sites must be reported to Marine 
Scotland Science, Fish Health Inspectorate.

•  The industry is dominated by small produc-
ers, although there was a continued and 
marked trend toward large businesses 
contributing to the annual production of all 
species. production of all species.

The Scottish 
shellfish

industry is
worth £8.7 
million at

first sale

value

The industry 
is still 

dominated
by small 

producers
OYSTER PRODUCTION 
FOR ONGROWING 
INCREASED
SIGNIFICANTLY

SCALLOP 
PRODUCTION: DOWN
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Fleet size and employment
In 2012, the UK fishing industry had 6,406 fish-
ing vessels compared with 7,578 in 2002, a
reduction of 15 per cent. The fleet in 2012 com-
prised 5,032 10 metre and under vessels and 
1,374 over 10 metre vessels.

Chart 1.1: UK fleet size: 2002 to 2012

There were around 12,450 fishermen in 2012, 
down 12 per cent since 2002. Of these, 5,900 
were based in England (down 9 per cent since 
2002), 1,000 in Wales (down 25 per cent), 
4,700 in Scotland (down 18 per cent) and 800 
in Northern Ireland (up 32 per cent). Part-time 
fishermen accounted for 17 per cent of the total, 
down 2 percentage points over the last ten 
years.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE MMO’S SEA 
FISHERIES STATISTICS 2011

Numbers of

fishermen
have fallen

by 12% since 

2002

UK SEA FISHERIES

STATISTICS 
2012
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MOVERS & SHAKERS - CATCHING

Mike Park
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OF THE SCOTTISH WHITE FISH PRODUCER’S 
ASSOCIATION (SWFPA) 

THE Chief Executive of the Scottish White Fish Producers Association (SWFPA) remains 
as infl uential as ever, with regular trips to Holyrood, Westminister and Brussels on behalf of 
Scotland’s whitefi sh and nephrops sectors. Indeed, as head of the largest association of fi shermen 
in the UK, whose members account for a signifi cant proportion of Scottish and UK landings 
both in terms of volume and income, it is fortunate to have a head respected both by its members 
and by keen conservationists including Prince Charles.

George Eustice
FISHERIES MINISTER

IT’s too early to properly assess the impact of the man who took over as the UK’s new fi sheries 
minister from Richard Benyon, but industry insiders have been impressed by the apparent fi rm 
grasp he has of the issues to hand, despite it being early days in his new role. Indeed, Ian Gatt, 
chief executive of the Scottish Pelagic Fishermens Association, refl ected in October that: ‘Our 
fi rst meeting with Mr Eustice was extremely useful and the Association found the Minister to 
be well informed which was demonstrated by his considered responses. Th e Association and the 
Minister agreed to stay in close contact during the autumn negotiating season.’

Martin Leyland
SHETLAND SEAFOOD AUCTIONS 

THE Auction Manager at Shetland Seafood Auctions has overseen an impressive year for the 
Lerwick-based company, and white fi sh landings had already achieved record levels some fi ve 
weeks before the market closed for Christmas. A total of 266,432 boxes had been sold through the 
electronic auction system by 13th November. Th at beats the 263,729 boxes landed in 2008 – the 
previous record year for landings since the system was introduced in 2003. Th e average number of 
boxes landed per week this year is just below 6,000 – compared to just above 5,000 for the whole of 
2012, and this is in part due to the improvements made to both the auctions and the port, during 
Leyland’s watch.

Mark Sheldrick and Darroch Fulton 
LOBSTERMEN

THE two Tarbert lobstermen who saved Sean Taylor’s life when he fell from the 
Blue Angel and was dragged 140ft underwater won the RBS Real Hero Award 
in November. While fi shing for lobster Sean’s leg got caught up in rope from an 
automatic creel shooter. He was underwater for up to 10 minutes before the boat’s 
skipper Mark Sheldrick managed to cut the rope and bring him to the surface. 
Mark got Sean back on the boat and along with Darroch spent the next few minutes 
trying to resuscitate him. Sean, who punctured both lungs and was told that no one 
had survived a situation like it, said: ‘had it not been for the quick reactions of Mark 
and Darroch I wouldn’t be here today.’ 

Dynamic figures from the UK’s 

CATCHING INDUSTRY
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Jim Evans 
CHAIRMAN OF THE WELSH FISHERMEN’S ASSOCIATION
THE pot fi sherman from Aberporth is now also Chairman of the Welsh Fisherman’s 
Association, which was formed this year to fi ght against reducing quotas, the potential loss 
of historic fi shing grounds, a desire for sustainable fi sheries and an increasingly participative 
management approach by Welsh Government. Still too early to register any major victories for 
its members, the association’s worth should be more quantifi able in the course of 2014.

Jim Williams
FORMER TRAWLER SKIPPER 

A VETERAN from the golden age of Hull’s fi shing industry, Williams published his 
autobiography, called Swinging Th e Lamp, in November. Th e 86 year-old’s engaging memoir 
follows his life from his career as a boy sailor with the Royal Navy, up to spending 27 years as a 
trawler skipper, and is packed with fascinating anecdotes of a life on the high seas. A must-read for 
anyone interested in the glory days of the Humber’s once pre-eminent deep sea fi shing industry.

Jerry Percy
NEW UNDER TEN FISHERMEN’S ASSOCIATION 

THE Chairman of the New Under Ten Fishermen’s Association (NUTFA) helped to 
mastermind, with the Support of Greenpeace, the reallocation of £1 million worth of unused 
quota from large boats to the under-10 sector, in a battle that was fi nally vindicated in the High 
Court in July.

Barry Deas 
NATIONAL FEDERATION OF FISHERMEN’S ORGANISATIONS

THE chief executive of the National Federation of Fishermen’s Organisations (NFFO) has 
long fought the corner for fi shermen from England, Wales and Northern Ireland and, during 
a tumultuous year that has seen negotiations over the new CFP take up a great deal of time 
he has acquitted himself well on behalf of his members, fi ghting a number of battles, not least 
relating to media coverage and controversial allegations by Greenpeace.

Bertie Armstrong
SCOTTISH FISHERMEN’S FEDERATION

THE Chief Executive of the SFF is rarely out of the news, and plays a key role in lobbying 
government offi  cials in Edinburgh, London and Brussels on behalf of the 500+ vessels - from 
inshore creel boats, to pelagic trawlers - that he represents. Perhaps the biggest axe he’s been 
grinding over the course of the last few years involves the apparent disparity between the 
abundance of North Sea cod and the reluctance of either scientists or politicians to increase their 
quotas, and this is seemingly beginning to gain greater credibility, so it will be interesting to see 
whether this will fi nally begin to bear fruit for fi shermen in 2014.

DAVID Warwick
WHITE FISH SKIPPER
DAVID Warwick, a veteran fi sherman from Plymouth, has highlighted the challenging nature of 
life at sea by sending tweets relating to an entire day aboard his trawler. Th e initiative, organised 
by the NFFO in a bid to challenge some of the negative perceptions which dog the UK fi shing 
industry, took place during National Fishing Month to raise awareness of the often dangerous 
daily tasks fi shermen perform to put food on the nation’s plate. Since the day he left school 
more than 25 years ago, David has earned a living as a commercial fi sherman. Having built his 
own trawler he set up a commercial fi shing business with his father in 1996. Today he sails from 
Plymouth in his 10.5m trawler Valhalla, catching mixed species including cod and haddock as well 
as whiting and lemon sole.
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Scottish Field is Scotland’s quality lifestyle 
magazine featuring articles on 

wildlife, food, gardens, property, and 
Scottish history. Every month we 

have social scene pages plus 
competitions and our subscribers get the 

opportunity to review top Scottish hotels

£7.87 per quarter

This special offer means 

you pay £31.48 per 

annum, instead of £45.00

AND CELEBRATE THE NEW YEAR

call subscriptions on 01371 851868
and quote code SF01SF

WITH A FABULOUS 
SAVING OF 30% 

SUBSCRIBE
TO

SAVE30%

Bill calls it a day after 34 
years with the
fire brigade

Bill receives his commemorative plaque from area 
manager Jim Scott. Paul McClintock presents Bill with his gift accompanied by his wife Alison. 
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JOINT EASE LOTION

re
ad

er
 o

ffe
r Uses a soothing blend of plant based 

therapeutic essential oils to combat pain and 
stiffness in joints.  Joint Ease is a natural lotion 
that is applied straight to the affected area and 
is absorbed by your skin. The active formula of 
essential oils quickly starts to soothe the pain 
and stiffness associated commonly with arthritis, 
age related issues and other joint problems. 

- Safe to use on all joints
- 100% natural ingredients 
- No harmful chemicals
- Relieves Arthritic pain 
- Simply massage onto joints. 

For more information or to order visit www.moss-grove.co.uk
quote OBANMG at checkout. 

Name ..........................................................................................................................
Address .......................................................................................................................
Postcode...........................Telephone ...........................................................................
Email address .............................................................................................................
I enclose a cheque/postal order made payable to Moss-Grove for the total
amount of £ ...............(Please write your name and address clearly on the back of your cheque)
Or Debit my Visa/Mastercard/Delta/Maestro by £ ........................................................
Card No ......................................................................................................................
Valid from......./....... Expiry date......./....... Issue No....... Signature ..........................

CODE PRICE QTY Total
Joint Ease Lotion £12.50
Joint Ease Lotion-
Buy 2 get one half price £18.75
TOTAL ORDER COST £

Call 01292 679135
quoting OBANMG

Post order form to Moss-Grove 
Natural Products, Offer OBANMG, 
Craiksland, Troon, KA10 7HN

“After using Joint Ease for some months, my knee is better and I can walk quicker. My 
dog is pleased about that”. – Mrs Middleton, Derby.

“I am finding this lotion does ease the pain in my fingers.” -  Mrs Grant, Grangemouth.

Testimonials

Buy one get
another half price!

£12.50 each or
two for £18.75

OBAN MG

Friends of Brodick
Castle enjoy
memories of Orkney

More runners 
sought for 10K race

Around40peopleattended the
Isle of Arran Homes (IoAH)
Open Day to see what life in
a sheltered housing complex
on the island could offer.

On Saturday 18 January,
coordinators Ann Reid and
Mary Adams and other IoAH
staff were on hand to answers
any questions about sheltered
housing and show guests
around the developments.

Three tenants very kindly
allowed guests to have a look
around their one bedroom
properties.

With tea and biscuits and

Open day success for
Isle of Arran Homes

MacKelvie Road in Lamlash is one of two Sheltered Housing developments on 
Arran. 

success and 71 per cent of
visitors rated the overall
event as excellent and 24 per
cent rated it as good.

Guest comments included
that there was ‘very good in-
formation’ and ‘a welcoming
atmosphere’ with ‘friendly
staff.

IoAH has two Sheltered
Housing developments on Ar-

walk-in shower.

and well insulated and heating

rate.  IoAH on site staff pro-
vide housing support to ten-
ants and co-ordinate support
from the council and others to
meet each tenant’s needs.

Staff can also provide infor-
mation about claiming hous-

for six months while their old
property is on the market.

IoAH also arrange for au-
thorised contractors to carry
out all repairs and main-
tenance and upkeep of the
grounds.

The Friends of Brodick Cas-
tle were entertained by Joy
Blair with an illustrated talk
on ‘A week in Orkney’.

Joy had spent time there as
a child and was full of remi-
niscences of Orkney as it was,
as well as describing a recent
week’s holiday there with
a friend.  Her natural story
telling ability was comple-
mented by a lovely selection
of photos showing the island
attractions. These included
The Tree growing in the main
street (there is only one tree
on Orkney), the main street

the day to allow cruise ship
visitors to wander safely, the

and the brochs and stone cir-
cles of ancient times.

These recent memories
were interspersed with her

-
-

ciency at the three Rs, com-

pared with those of the local
children who were, however,

school break which lasted as
long as it took the headmaster
to go to the farm for the day’s
milk.

After the talk, many Friends
were heard promising them-
selves a visit to these fasci-
nating islands after such a
tantalising glimpse.

At the next meeting
on Wednesday Febru-
ary 19, Glenda White will
talk on ‘A sort of amateur
schoolmaster’.  Visitors are
always welcome to the meet-
ings which are held at Brod-
ick Castle.

The Friends day trip is on
Friday May 16 to the David
Livingstone centre at Blan-
tyre and the September four
day trip is to the Harrogate
area.  Please contact Ann
Hollingworth for further de-
tails.

The 16th annual Ormidale
10K road race will be staged
in April.

Held every year since 1998
race numbers have been fall-
ing in recent years.

More people
Now a major bid is to be

made to get more people in-
volved in the fun run which
this year will be staged on
Sunday 27 April.

Organiser Tommy Gilmore
said: ‘I was really disappoint-

The eager first race 
runners head out of 
Knowe Road.  b05run02

And they’re off. The runners in the very first Ormidale 10K road race. b05run01

ed in the numbers last year
and I hope we can encourage
more people to take part this
year and turn it back into a
major calendar event.

people could walk the route if
they don’t want to run.

Participants can also use
the race to raise money for
charity, but people can also

do it just for a bit of fun. The
same route has been used
since 1989. Runners start at
the Ormidale Pavilion and
head out to Merkland Point
and back, with a diversion up
the Knowe Road to make the
precise 10,000 metres.

runners, half of them from the
mainland but since its heyday
in the years that followed
numbers have dropped.

Now it is hoped to put the
10K back on the Arran events
map.
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Many properties on Arran 
hide a wonderful array of 

-

to ancient wooden beams 
the island has many mag-

Trust is hoping to document 

Some time ago the trust 
appealed for photos for in-

appliances and interior ar-
chitecture from the island’s 

Each year as houses are 
-

functional can include any-
-

ger plates, stained glass, 
-

niture to interesting wood-

a building but with a partic-
-

ly an interesting ‘one off’ 

period and the Arts and 

-
esting plasterwork, stained 
glass and old door locks, but 
we know that there are lots 
more which we’d like to pho-
tograph and document with a 

‘To do this we’d appreci-
ate your help by informing 
us of anything you think 
worth recording and offer-
ing us the chance to photo-

in any publication and con-

you feel are worthy of note, 
so please don’t hesitate to 
call or send a photograph 

For those willing to take 
part please contact John 
Inglis at Red House, High 
Corrie or telephone 810659 

Arran you can also contact 

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/arranbanner

RUBBiSH 

CHALLENGE!

d
ie

tth
e

This week Eco 
Savvy is de-
lighted to report 
that the pupils and 
teachers of Whiting 
Bay Primary have been 
awarded the Green Flag 
by Eco-Schools for all their 
hard work. 

The children chose to fo-
cus on litter, school grounds 
and biodiversity and they 
have willow dens, vegetable 
boxes, play-ground mark-
ings, a fitness trail, flower 
pots, a shed for their den 
and a stunning mural. 

For bodiversity they have 
built bird boxes, made fat 
balls, bat boxes, an insect 
hotel and they grow a range 
of different plants.

Looking at litter was a 
huge part of gaining the 
Green Flag award and by all 
working together the chil-
dren now have zero litter in 
their playground. 

After three years of work-
ing towards the award, 
headteacher Mrs Treble 
said: ‘Well done everyone. 
You should be extremely 
proud of what you have 
achieved.’  

Whiting Bay is the only 
school on Arran currently 
to have a green flag how-
ever every other nursery 
and school is working hard 
to achieve this top award 
and Eco Savvy will be help-
ing and supporting them in 
every way he can. 

Thank you for a fantastic re-
sponse to the Rubbish Diet 
and if you haven’t signed up 
yet please do.  

As we all ‘slim our bins’ 
the one thing we can’t stop 

putting in the black bin is 
our food waste. 

Many of us compost in our 
gardens but cooked food 
that can’t be composted 
could be processed in an-
other way. 

On the mainland NAC is 
running Food Composting 
collections and here on Ar-
ran, Eco Savvy would like 
to work towards doing the 
same.  

This waste doesn’t need to 
be shipped off  to land fill 
and could be of great use to 
community gardens. 

Support for the Rubbish 
Diet will be invaluable in 
proving that Arran wants to 
do more and work towards 
gaining funding to establish 
a Food Waste composter for 
the community . 

Arran Eco Savvy Communi-
ties’ goal is to work together 
to ‘Grow a cleaner greener 
island’.  

If you want to get involved 
or have any questions 
please contact us at arran.
ecosavvy@gmail.com 

APPEAL 
Whiting Bay Primary School’s eco committee mem-

bers, Dylan, Naomi, Iona, Susanna, Daisy, Rhys, Stu-

art, Lori, Lucas and Liam are looking for a flag to help 

them fly their new Green Flag. Can anyone help?

Let’s all work 
together to 
grow a cleaner 
greener island

APPEAL

Arran’s interiors to be 
recorded in new book
From Art Deco fireplaces to ancient wooden 
beams the island has many magnificent interiors

Often taken for granted, old beams are an important 
architectural feature.  b05civ03NO

Even items not 
original to a building 
but with a particular 
period flavour or 
merely an interesting 
‘one off’ may be worth 
recording.  b05civ02NO

A beautiful pulpit in an Arran 
church. b05civ01NO

Dine Out for £25
2 Courses for 2 People plus a Glass of Wine

Soup of the Day

Trio of Haggis Bon Bons
Root Mash & Whisky Sauce

Pan Seared Monkfish Cheeks

Black Pudding & Balsamic Green Beans
~~

Supreme of Chicken 
Stuffed with Local Brie, Tomato & Basil

Saute Potatoes, Roast Mediterranean Vegetables & Tomato Coulis

Crispy Skinned Fillet of Sea Bream
On Crab & Prawn Linguine Bound in a White Wine Cream

Vegetarian Greek Moussaka
With Hummus & Flatbread

~~
Individual Banoffee Pie With Chocolate Sauce & Ice Cream

Cherry & Chocolate Parfait With aHazelnut Tuile

Arran Dairies Ice Cream Sundae

LOCHRANZA AND CATACOL VILLAGE HALL 

BURNS SUPPER
SATURDAY 15 FEBRUARY. 7 FOR 7.15pm

THE IMMORTAL MEMORY BY SHEILA GILMOUR
THREE COURSE MEAL AND TOT OF WHISKY £15
TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM BOOK AND CARD SHOP 

BRODICK OR LOCHRANZA AND CATACOL HALL TUES-
DAY AND FRIDAY MORNINGS

OR CALL 830200
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TWENTY
YEARS AGO

Saturday 5 February, 1994

The ladies of Brodick Golf Club held their annual dinner and prizegiving at Brodick Bar where club captain Elspeth MacRae 
presented the cups and trophies the top golfers had won.  b05twe04

How fair?

-
-

 Water meeting
-

Going Dutch
-

 Headmaster to retire

Inspector Cliff Francis paid a visit to the island’s temporary Police Sergeant Jim 
Richmond and Constable Paul Martin this week. Inspector Francis said that his 
superiors are ‘actively pursuing’ the question of a permanent sergeant on the 
island. b05twe01

Comedian Billy Connolly and Lama 
Yeshe Losal hold a small model of 
the winning entry in the Holy Isle 
Architectural Competition following the 
official announcement of the winner in 
Glasgow this week.  b05twe02

Jock Kelso of Shiskine recites at The 
Kinloch Burns Supper.  b05twe03 

-
-

Co-op planning delay

-

Rolling pin attack
Ferry delays
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to order visit www.scottishcalendars.co.uk
or call 01371 851 868

2014 Calendars
The ideal gift...

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

September 2014

Tobermory, Isle of Mull
Kathy Collins
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28 29 30

After a pleasant voyage, we got safely and agreeably into the harbour of Tobermorie, before the wind rose. Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides, James Boswell.
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Morar Sands, with Rum and Eigg in the background VK Guy

May 2014
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And when I came to a hill above Toigal I saw lying below me the 
mouth of the Morar River and a large bay of silver sand.In Scotland Again, HV Morton.

Scottish Field Large

Evening light on Neist Point, Isle of Skye

Barbara Jones

May 2014
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY1 2 36 7 8 9 1013 14 15 16 1720 21 22 23 2427 28 29 30 31
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THE PREMIER SCOTTISH CALENDAR

Scottish Field Miniature

Goat Fell from Corrie harbour
Dennis Hardley
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Everyday
Brodick Castle, Garden Open Daily 9am-Dusk
Arran Brewery Open Mon-Fri 12.30-5pm, Sat 10-5pm Closed Sunday
Arran Brewery tour 2pm

Saturday 1st February
Army Cadets Auchrannie Road 11am –1 pm. 
Over 21s Disco Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Karate Auchrannie Games Hall, 11.30am-12.30pm
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Arran Dancers (4yrs & up) Arran High School, 10am
Junior Football P4s and upwards, Arran High School, 11am-12.30pm
Arran vs Paisley Rugby Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 3pm
Gaelic Workshop Brodick Hall, 2-3pm

Sunday 2nd February 
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm-5pm
Cocaine Anonymous (& all other drugs) Ormidale sports pavilion, 2pm – 3.30pm
AA Meeting Brodick Church Hall, 4pm - 6pm
Mackerel Lottery Kinloch Bar, 5pm 
Arran Pool Open Drift Inn, 2.30pm

Monday 3rd February
Quiz Eden Lodge, Whiting Bay, 8.30pm
Over 50s Badminton Lochranza Village Hall, 2-4pm
Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Citizens Advice Ormidale Pavilion, 9.30-1.30pm
Senior Fitness Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
Table Tennis Corrie Hall, 6.30pm
Aerobics (low impact) Shiskine Hall 6pm
Badminton Auchrannie Sports Hall,7-9pm
Arran Junior Football Club Ormidale Park, 6-7.30pm
Yoga Corrie Village Hall, 11am - 12noon
Lunch club Brodick sheltered Housing, 12.30pm

Yoga - Arran Kinneil, Lamlash,3-4.30pm

Scottish Country Dancing Beginners & Improvers Corrie Hall, 2-4pm
Bridge Club Lamlash Golf Clubhouse 7pm

Tuesday 4th February
Pop Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Youth Club Kildonan Hall, 7pm
Rotary club Glencloy Suite, Auchrannie, 7.15pm
Streetly Dance pre school Auchrannie Dance Studio, 1.45-2.30pm
Streetly Dancing minis P1-3 Auchrannie Gym Hall, 4-4.45pm
Streetly Dancing Juniors P4-7 Auchrannie Gym Hall, 4.45-5.30pm
Streetly Dancing Seniors Auchrannie Gym Hall, 5.30-6.15pm
Weight Watchers St Molios Church Hall, 6pm
Junior Hockey Club Auchrannie Sports Hall, 6-7pm
Healthy Outdoors 10am-1pm NTS Ranger Centre
Winter bowls Auchrannie sports hall, 7pm
SFA Early Touch Football P1-P4s, Arran High School, 6-7pm

Scottish Country Dancing Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm
Food & Craft Market Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 11-4pm

Wednesday 5th February
Hockey Auchrannie Games Hall, 6.30-7.30pm
Tae Kwondo Arran high School Kids-6.30-7.30pm Adults-7.30-8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Lamlash Church Hall, 8pm
Arran Brass Rehearsal Brodick Church Hall, 7-9pm
Yogalates Auchrannie Studio, 9.30-10.30am

Music Mayhem Class Parents & Little Ones Auchrannie Dance Studio, 10.45am
Arran Heritage Museum Archives & Genealogy service 10.30-12.30 & 1.30-3.30
RunArran mixed ability Auchrannie car park, 5.30pm
Running Coaching Auchrannie car Park, 5pm
Yoga-Arran Kinneil, Lamlash, 7-8.30pm
Sports Club P4-S2s, Arran High School, 6-7.30pm
Coffee morning Lamlash Church Hall, 10.15-12 noon 
Batteries not included advice Douglas hotel, 2-4pm

Thursday 6th February
Senior Fitness Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
General Knowledge Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Lochranza Craft Club Lochranza Hall, 2pm
Live music Eden Lodge, Whiting Bay 8.30-11.00pm
Weight Watchers Ormidale Pavilion, 5.30pm
Yoga Corrie Village Hall, 6pm - 7pm

Brodick Embroidery Group Brodick Library, 7.30pm
Winter bowls Auchrannie sports hall, 7pm

Bridge Club Brodick Golf Clubhouse, 7pm
QuiltArran Fire Station, Lamlash, 2-4pm
Lunchbox Ormidale Sports Pavillon, 12.30-2.30pm

Friday 7th February  
Aqua Fizz Auchrannie Hotel Pool, 9.45-10.30am
Yogalates Auchrannie Studio, 9.30-10.30am
Arran Youth Foundations Church Hall, Brodick 7pm-9pm
Lochranza Kids Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6-8pm
Lochranza Adults Badminton Lochranza Hall, 8pm
Arran Ceilidh Dancers Corrie Church Hall, 8-10pm
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Recruitment Public Notice

Your text, photos & contact details Own website link Map Rentals
Calendar Availability Facebook Twitter Top Google ranking

BOOST YOUR BOOKINGS

SPECIAL YEAR 1 OFFER - WAS £150 NOW £125.
SUBSEQUENT YEARS £99. NO VAT. Contact Penny Brass on email 

cottagesonarran@gmail.com www.cottagesonarran.co.uk

Property

The Glenisle is an award-winning family run hotel 
and we are looking for enthusiastic full-time or 

part-time people for the 2014 season. 

Senior Assistants and General assistants – to 
work in all areas of the hotel

(housekeeping, laundry, restaurant, kitchen) 

Previous hotel work would be helpful, but it 
is more important that you are friendly and 
outgoing, and can show that you know what 

good service means to a hotel guest.  All 
positions could be full-time or part-time over 5 
or 6 days a week. We may be able to provide 

accommodation.

For more information please call Timothy 
or Geoffrey on 01770 600559. To apply send 

your CV to admin@glenislehotel.com

Glenisle Hotel & Bistro, Shore Road, Lamlash,
Isle of Arran KA27 8LY

NORTH AYRSHIRE COUNCIL - GRASS CUTTING SCHEME

North Ayrshire Council is now accepting applications to the Council’s Grass 
Cutting Scheme which is limited to grass and hedge cutting.
The scheme covers cutting grass of an area no bigger than 150 square metres and 
hedges where they border a path. No weeding or planting is provided for. Due to 
the limited number of gardens to be included on the scheme, applications will be 
accepted on a “first come first served basis”.
To be eligible the applicants must permanently reside at the property and meet 
the following eligibility criteria:
Be aged 75 and over.
Or
Aged 65 and over and in receipt of Attendance Allowance (higher rate) or free 
personal care.
Or
Aged under 65 and in receipt of DLA high rate (mobility) or highest rate (care).
To apply to the scheme contact the Council by telephone from Monday 3 February 
2014 on 01294 310000. An assessment of eligibility will be made during the telephone 
application process and payment for the scheme will be taken. The charge for the 
scheme is £60 including VAT.
Applications will close on 28 February 2014. Applicants from previous years are 
not automatically re-enrolled on the scheme and are required to re-apply.

THE NORTH AYRSHIRE COUNCIL 
(MARKET ROAD, BRODICK, ISLE OF ARRAN)

(WAITING RESTRICTIONS) ORDER 2014

On the 24 January 2014, the North Ayrshire Council made the above named 
Order in terms of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984.
The Order which comes into operation on the 9 March 2014 was advertised in 
the Arran Banner on the 21 December 2013 and the effect of the Order is as 
stated in said notice. Copies of the Order and map relative thereto are available 
for inspection during normal working hours Monday to Friday inclusive at the 
offices of:-
Development Planning Services (Roads), North Ayrshire Council, Perceton House, 
Irvine, KA11 2AL
Democratic & Administration Services, North Ayrshire Council, 1st Floor (Legal), 
Cunninghame House, Irvine KA12 8EE
Arran Local Office, North Ayrshire Council, Lamlash, Isle of Arran, KA27 8JY
Any person who wishes to question the validity of the Order or of any provision 
contained in it on the grounds that it is not within the powers conferred by the 
Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, or on the grounds that any requirement of that 
Act, or of any instrument made under it, has not been complied with in relation 
to the Order may, within six weeks from the 24 January 2014 apply to the Court 
of Session for this purpose.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)

(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Applications listed below together with the plans and other documents may be 
examined at Development Planning Services, Cunninghame House, Irvine*, between 
9am-4.45pm weekdays (4.30pm Fridays) or at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk 
*and at The Council Offices, Lamlash
Written representations may be made to the Corporate Director (Development & 
Environment) at the above address or emailed to eplanning@north-ayrshire.gov.uk 
by 21.02.14. Any representations received will be open to public view.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND) 

REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1)
Format: Application No; Address; Proposed Development
13/00319/PP; Site to West of Creagraineach, Kildonan, Brodick; Formation of car 
park and picnic area.
14/00025/PP; Site to the South of Seawinds, Sandbraes Road, Whiting Bay, 
Brodick; Erection of dwelling house.
14/00019/PP; Site 3 to the West of Drimlabarra Croft, Kildonan Road, Kildonan, 
Brodick; Erection of detached dwelling house and garage

Elma Murray
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE

MOTOR MECHANIC
WANTED

Apply in writing to:
Angus Lambie

Unit 11 Market Road, Brodick, Isle of 
Arran, KA27 8ED 

Marine Scotland 
Fisheries
displacement study
Marine Scotland invites fishermen to a series of events to 
discuss how fishing activity may be managed in the future, 
should Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) be designated later 
this year.  

These events will give you a chance to share your local 
knowledge, help us design appropriate management 
measures, and help ensure that we can properly assess 
the potential effects of displacement.

The following events are taking place during February;

Further information about the events, the displacement 
study, and development of possible management measures 
can be found at; 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/marine/marine-
environment/mpanetwork/Displacement
If you cannot attend an event and would like to participate 
please send your views and comments to 
Marine_Conservation@scotland.gsi.gov.uk

Date Port Venue Time

5th February Troon Marine Hotel 7:30pm
6th February Castlebay Learning Centre 7:30pm
10th February Kyle of Lochalsh Kyle Hotel 7:30pm
11th February Ullapool MacPhail Centre 7:30pm
12th February Stornoway Cabarfeidh Hotel 7:30pm
19th February Oban Royal Hotel 7:30pm
20th February Tarbert Anchor Hotel 7:30pm
24th February Campbeltown Ardshiel Hotel 7:30pm
28th February Mallaig Community Centre 2:30pm



PAINTER AND DECORATOR

TREES

Tree & hedge cutting and clearing
Brush Cutting and strimming.

All types of fencing

Call Jamie McKinnon: 
01770 810 222 or 07760 247201

COMPUTING SERVICES FURNITURE RESTORATION

UNDER

£30
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED
ITEMS INTO CASH!

ARRAN BANNER CLASSIFIEDS

The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ
Tel: 01770 302142  Fax: 01770 302021

Email adverts@arranbanner.co.uk     www.arranbanner.co.uk

Simply complete the 
form and return to the 

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE TUESDAY 4.00pm
NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE

ITEM...........................................................................................................................
DESCRIPTION...........................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................
PRICE .............................................TELEPHONE .....................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of advertisements 
in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and the Advertiser 
on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space 
therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ order 
by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing deadline, 
failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the 
advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute 
or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled 
in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial failure 
(however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement 
is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the 
advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, 
refund or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from 
the advertisement.

shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund 
of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose 
or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that 
in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or 
other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising 
from the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in 
accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising 
Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All advertising 
on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or as 
otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment 
interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In 
addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late 
payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional invoice 
for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

Drive Times

JOHN DIVINE
FURNITURE, 

RESTORATION & REPAIR
FRENCH POLISHING

UPHOLSTERY
Blackwaterfoot – 

Isle Of Arran
Telephone:

01770 860878
Mobile

07733 738127
Email: john@

thornybankwoodcraft.co.uk

Iain
Murchie

Plastering
Taping and Coving
Roughcasting and

 Cement work
Slating and Roof work
Floor and Wall Tiling

01770 600331

Iain
Murchie

Plastering
Taping and Coving
Roughcasting and

 Cement work
Slating and Roof work
Floor and Wall Tiling

01770 600331

PLASTERER

18 ADVERTISING www.arranbanner.co.uk     Arran Banner, Saturday 1 February 2014

£550 o.n.o.

Bright blue; very low miles for year 24500; mechanically excellent condition; 
new rear suspension, front wishbones and discs; new spare tyre. Taxed and 

MoT to end of May.
Ideal first car, shopping trolley or run about.

Telephone: 01770 810249

FORD KA 2001 UNDER £30
Russell Hobbs Smoothie Maker
never used £15, Ladies Black
Leather Fitted Jacket Size 12
£15, Sony Music System with
CD/Cassette/Radio/Speakers
£25, Round Extending Teak Din-
ing Table and 3 Chairs £30, Tel:
600976
Dark wood nest of tables in very
good condition. £25.Tel: 820391,
Hi-Fi cabinet in dark wood with
glass fronted door in very good
condition. £25. Tel: 820391
Dingy oars as new £28
Tel:700371, Oscillating fan H/C
on tall stand £25 Tel: 700371

WANTED
Table Tennis Table - any condi-
tion, will collect Tel:302843
Small wooden pieces of furniture
for footprints shop. Can collect
Tel:700424

VAUXHALL 
ZAFIRA

£1000 o.n.o

MOT August 
Reg 2003

Tel: 01770 700517 (Arran)

OVER £30
Bowls size 1 with bag £45.
Tel:600188
Three piece suite, blue, good
condition. Three seater couch
£80. Tel:302506



Follow us on 

facebook

www.facebook.com/
arranbanner
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HAPPY 21ST

DEATH

GRADUATION

CHURCH NOTICES

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

(in full communion with the
Church of England)

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay
Sunday, 2nd February
Holy Communion, 11.30
Rev Simon Mackenzie,

Priest-in-Charge
Coffee and sandwich lunch after

service
PLEASE NOTE LATER TIME

ALL WELCOME

ARRAN CHURCHES
TOGETHER

There will be Taizé worship on
Thursday 6th February
at 7.30 pm, in St Molios’

Church, Shiskine.
ALL WELCOME

The offering at last Sunday’s
Celebration of Christian Unity

totalled £406.01.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza,
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but working
together
Minister:

Rev Angus Adamson
Parish assistant:
Mrs Jean Hunter

Worship will be conducted in the
above churches at the

following times to which
all are invited.

Sunday 2nd February
Brodick Church, 10.30am,

Morning Worship.
Corrie Church, 12noon,

Morning Worship.
A Service of Worship will also be

held in Montrose House
at 1.30pm

Lochranza and Pirnmill
Churches, 10.15am

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
at Lochranza.

Shiskine Church, 12noon,
Sacrament of the Lord’s

Supper
.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a fellow-
ship to share”

Sunday2nd February
Kilmory 10am

Lamlash11.30 am
Both Churches:
Mrs Liz Clarke

All welcome, including families;
children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

ARRAN BAPTIST CHURCH
Minister: Rev Vince Jennings

Sunday 2nd February 
11 a.m. Morning Worship
in The Ormidale Sports

Pavilion, Brodick
Tea & coffee after the service.

Wednesday at 7.30 p.m.
Home Fellowship Group

for Bible Study and Prayer.
Contact phone no. 600222.
Everyone warmly invited.

WHITING BAY AND
 KILDONAN

 CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
(Charity Number: SC014005)

Sunday 2nd February
The Sacrament of Communion

will be celebrated by the
minister, Rev Elizabeth Watson,

at 10.30am.
This table belongs to the Lord

Jesus and all who love Him are
most welcome.

During the service, two new
elders will be welcomed into the

Kirk Session when Mrs Anne
Rudge is admitted and Mrs Far-

quhar Ross is ordained

There will be activities for our
young people in the Church Hall.

Tea and coffee will be served
after the service.

All welcome.
There will be a service in

Cooriedoon at 2.30pm to which
all friends are welcome.

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Sunday morning masses 11am

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

Sunday 2nd February 
Shiskine 11am (Church on road

between Blackwaterfoot and
Machrie)

Brodick 7pm (Church behind

Dr Graham Keith

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND
(continuing)

Sunday 2nd February
Morning Service 11am
Trust Housing Lounge
Glen Estate, Brodick

Evening Service 6-30 pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick

Wednesday 5th February 
Prayer Meeting 7pm

5 Glen Road, Brodick
All welcome

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS

Quakers meet every Sunday
at 11am.

For meeting venue ring
– 830622, 820223

SALVATION ARMY
House Group/Bible Study

Mondays 2.30pm.
If you are interested in joining
us please ring 810251 for more

information.

It was hard to tell where 
the beach began and the 
road ended in Lochranza 
on Sunday as heavy 
rainfall overnight brought 
large amounts of stones 
and debris down onto the 
road.

The village was just one 
of many places on the 
island affected by the 
huge volume of rain that 
fell on Saturday night.

Water is still lying in 
many parts of the island 
as there is no where for it 
to drain away to.  

Brodick Golf Club 
Wednesday 22 January,
eight played on a poor day
weatherwise once again.

Heavy rainfall turns 
roads into beaches

1 C O’Neill 75-15=60, 2 B
Allison 85-22=63. There was
one two C O’Neill.

Sunday 26 January, Brandon
and Winter Cup wiped out yet
again by the weather.

Fixtures: Sunday 2 February,
AGA Duncan Trophy at
Shiskine. Sweep at Brodick.  
Open draws at 9am and
12pm.

Sunday 9 February, Winter
Cup and postponed January
Brandon. Class draws at 9am
and 12pm.
Machrie Bay 
Golf Club 
Tuesday 21 January, the
18 hole stableford became
a nine-hole competition.  
1 Campbell Laing 16pts,
2 Brian Sherwood 12pts,
3 Elizabeth Ross 12pts.  
Fixtures: Tuesday 4 February,
Winter Cup tee off 12pm.
Saturday 8 Lochranza Hotel
Cup and Freebie Final tee off
12pm.
Whiting Bay Golf Club
Due to the rather inclement
weather nobody was daft
enough to play in the
Sunday sweep on Sunday 26
January!

Fixtures: Sunday 2 February,
AGA Winter League at
Shiskine. Sunday 9 February,
Winter Cup round 5.
Shiskine
Golf Club
Sunday 26 January, Gents
Ryder Cup. Nearest the pins:

at the 4th Donald Logan
and at the 10th David Price.
Table after second game with
Blackwaterfoot getting the
bonus point for most holes
won: Blackwaterfoot 6.5,
Shiskine 5.5, Torbeg 3.5,
Kilpatrick 2.5.

Thursday 23 January, Ladies
12 Hole Medal. 1 S Brookes
58-10=48, 2 E Henderson 65-
16=49 BIH, 3 I MacDonald
58-9=49. Scratch S Brookes
58 BIH.

Fixture: Thursday 6
February, Ladies 18 Hole
Medal. Saturday 8 February,
Gents 18 Hole Medal.
Sunday 9 February, Ryder
Cup. Sunday 16 February,
Ryder Cup.
Arran Golfers
Association
Winter League/Duncan
Trophy 2013-2014. After
three rounds Whiting Bay
are on top undefeated with
six points, second place is

Machrie on three, Shiskine
with two and lastly Brodick
and Lamlash with a paltry
one point.

Winter League/Duncan
Trophy 2013-2014, fourth
round at Shiskine Golf Club
on Sunday 2 February.

Draw: Shiskine v Brodick
at 8.30am, Corrie v Lamlash
at 9.20am, Whiting Bay v
Machrie Bay at 11.50am.

HART - Thelma Robina
(nee Brown). Peacefully at
Cooriedoon Nursing Home,
Whiting Bay, Isle of Arran on
Saturday, 25th January 2014.  
Thelma, aged 94, beloved wife
of the late Archie and dearly
loved mother of Alan and Linda,
mother-in-law of Ann, grand-
mother of Graham, Gillian &
Andrew and great-grandmother.
A memorial service will take
place on Monday 3rd February
2014 at 3.00pm at Corriedoon
Nursing Home.

Jaqui Letby (nee) Lennox, daughter of Alice and the late 
Jack Lennox graduated from the University of Derby 
with a bachelor of science with honours in Psychology.

HAPPY 21ST 
ANDREW

Love from all the 
family xx



Arran’s Weekly Newspaper

Sport

The Arran Banner’s circulation is independently audited by the Audit Bureau of Circulations (ABC Ltd) 
- www.abc.org.uk.  The total average weekly net circulation for the 52 issues between 2nd January 2012 and
30th December 2012 for combined print and digital editions was 3,307.

The Arran Banner will continue to be independently audited.

Published by Wyvex Media, Brodick, Isle of Arran 
Tel: 01770 302142 - Fax 01770 302021

E-mail: editor@arranbanner.co.uk

NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING

Recycled paper made 
up 75.5% of the 

raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004

  P W D L Pts
PT1934 6 5 0 1 10
Drift A  5 2 2 1 6
WBay GC 6 1 3 2 5
Mac’s  6 1 3 2 5
Kildonan 6 1 2 3 4
Drift B  5 1 2 2 4

ARRAN
BANNER

SPORTS DESK 
01770 302142

Time again for 
the MacKenzie 
Darts
It’s time to dust off your
darts for the annual Donald
and James MacKenzie Me-
morial mixed doubles darts
competition.

It will take place in Kil-
mory Hall on Saturday 15
February at 7.30pm.

Those wishing to take part
should give their name to
Margaret MacKenzie on
870309 by Friday 14 Febru-
ary.

and goodies for the hamper
will be very much appreci-
ated.

The Social Club bar will be
open on the night and trans-
port will be arranged.

Whiting Bay Golf Club and
PT1934 have both had suc-
cessful starts to the pool
knockout shield competition.

The golf club beat Mac’s

beat the Drift Inn B 8-2.

6 by a victorious Drift Inn A.
As the league prepares to

re-start PT1934 are enjoying
a comfortable four point lead
at the top of the table.

The draw for the second

Adventurer receives 
Mountain Festival
radio

Arran prepare 
for Paisley 
game
Arran RFC’s rescheduled
match with Paisley will take
place at the Ormidale Park in
Brodick today (Saturday).

The game was postponed in
November at the request of
the visitors and will kick-off
just after 2pm.

After a promising restart to
the season after Christmas

the west division three table
with 20 points.

Uddingston RFC are cur-
rently leading with 44 points.

Please come along on
Saturday and support the
island’s team.

Zabdi Keen, left, presents Sano Babu Sunawar with the radio donated by the Arran Mountain Festival. b05zab01NO

The National Geographic ‘adven-
turer of the year 2012’ was presented
with a radio recently on behalf of the
Arran Mountain Festival.

While running paragliding courses
in Nepal this winter, Zabdi Keen

from Brodick gave the radio to Sano
Babu Sunawar.

Funds for the radio were raised at
last year’s festival after the showing

-

raglider from Everest, gaining the
World Altitude Record after they

They then spent one month kayak-
ing down to the sea in India.

As a result he and his adventure

partner Sherpa Lakpa were chosen
by National Geographic as the ad-
venturer of the year.

This years Arran Mountain Festival
runs from 16 - 19 May.

PT1934 lead pool league 
round of the Arran pool sin-
gles has now been completed.
All games should be played
on or by Sunday 9 February.

S McMaster (1934) v P
Stewart (Drift) atWhiting Bay
Golf Club, A Picken (1934)
v J McKechnie (WBay) at
Kildonan, S Campbell or G
Boyle (Drift) v J Aisworth
(WBay) at Kildonan, S Pearce
v K Gan or I Murchie (Drift)
at Whiting Bay Golf Club, P
McKinnon (Mac’s) v S Tat-

Bay Golf Club, I McDonald

(Drift) v R Adams (Drift) at
the Drift Inn, D Smith (1934)
v M Worthington (1934) at
PT1934, R Hughes v E Pick-
en (1934) at the Drift Inn.

All winners must phone
the Drift Inn with results on

600608. Some other dates for
your diary include: Sunday 2
February - Arran Pool Open
at the Drift Inn from 2.30pm.

Sunday 23 February - La-
dies Pool Open at the Drift
Inn from 2.30pm.

Sunday 16 March  - Cham-
pion of Champions at Whiting
Bay Golf Club at 2.30pm.

Sunday 23 March - Finals
Day at PT1934 from 3pm.

Country Kiln

AFFORDABLE

 Nationwide Delivery • Local Installers 

01560 483966 
www.WoodburningStovesLimited.com 

Woodburning & Multifuel stoves 
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