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Biomass redesign pledge
fails to sway opponents 

Sarah Jenkins, Ceile Swinton Boyle and Sophie Corbett are representing Arran in the national Rotary ‘Youth 
Speaks’ competition. They travel to Glasgow next month for the next round of the contest. Full story page 2. 
20_b04rotary01

Developers
fully committed
to Dyemill site

-
-

-

-
-

-
Continued on Page 9
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8-seater taxis available

Ardrossan Harbour to:

Glasgow Airport
£35.00

Prestwick Airport
£25.00

Return bookings and other 
prices on request.

It pays to advertise in the Arran Banner

HENDRY’S FUNERAL SERVICES LTD
15 Glen Avenue, Brodick

Your Local Independent Funeral Director
S A I F Member

All funeral arrangements
Agents for Golden Charter Funeral Plans and 

Robertson Memorials
Tel Clair on 01770 302233

Got a story for 
The Banner? Call 
01770 302142

‘Earth is 
changing - we’ve 
messed up!’

A team from Arran High 
School are heading to Glas-

for Arran.
-

Speaks’.

in Somerset and the team 
of Chris Jenks, Kathleen 

Arran on the map as so few of 
the other teams knew where 
it was.

-

-

a good start.
The chairperson for 2014 is 

Sarah, speaker Ceile and vote 
of thanks Sophie.

At the latest meeting of Ar-
-

-
dience.

off all those over 70 to save 

-
nities. She said to achieve the 

-
sential.

Exploited
She explained that the main 

far in excess of what it was 

send people off to start a 

exception of one insect - the 

The vote of thanks was then 

-
ing how long we have left and 

the speaker and chairperson 

-

Glasgow.

GB

Emergency service vehicles at the scene of Tuesday’s 
crash. 

when his Land Rover left the 

The man was driving to 
-

ded, lost control, swerved 
and went off the road and 

-
ment.

The accident happened on 

Lamlash.
Ambulance

called and the driver was re-

-
tal for treatment. 

Arran High School team flies the flag 
in Rotary ‘Youth Speaks’ competition

Free school 
meals for 
youngsters
Almost 80 children on Arran 

government scheme offering 
-

pils in primaries 1, 2 and 3.
As part of a £114 million 

Scotland’s P1 to P3 children 
will have the option of a free 

-
ing, increase attainment and 
save families at least £330 a 

coalition of children’s chari-
ties which campaigned for 

Children 1st and Save the 
Children as well as the 

-

free school meals to all chil-
dren in primaries 1 to 3. 

perceived stigma from the 

entitled to free school meals, 
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It pays to advertise in the Arran Banner 

ARDROSSAN
HARBOUR
TO YOUR DESTINATION

Mainland Taxis
07921 998457
01294 463556
Glasgow City Centre £42

Glasgow Airport £35

Prestwick Airport £25

Irvine Central Hospital £14

Crosshouse Hospital £20

Ayr Hospital £32

Troon Harbour £22

Kilmarnock £23

Ayr £28
For other quotes just ask!
Friendly Reliable Service
www.mainland-taxis.co.uk
7 SEATER WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE VEHICLE 
AVAILABLE

Auchrannie wins 
family hotel award 
for second year

A MAN who stole a char-
ity box from an Arran guest
house and ignored a court
order has been jailed for six
months.

William Barnes, 41, es-
caped with ornaments and
collection money from Dun-
vegan House in Brodick.

He also breached a re-
straining order keeping him
away from his partner.

Barnes, of Montgomery
Street, Ardrossan, admit-
ted theft and breaking bail
conditions when he appeared
at Kilmarnock Sheriff Court
on Monday (13 January).

He had 28 prior convic-
tions including drugs of-
fences, domestic abuse and
dishonesty, the court heard
when he was sentenced the
following day.

Garden Club
The evenings are stretching
out and the snowdrops and
crocus’s peeping through and
once again the Horticultural
Society Garden Club has a
full calendar of meetings ar-
ranged for 2014, hopefully to
interest and encourage keen
gardeners from all over the
island.
It warmly welcomes any

new members and visitors,
meeting at the Ranger Centre
at Brodick Castle on the last
Thursday of the month at
7.30pm.

This month Angela Cassels
presents ‘Everything but the
Flowers’ on Thursday 30 Jan-
uary at 7.30pm.
Please come along - for

more information phone
Carol on 600552.

All that jazz
The Arran Jazz Cafe Band
is back after a gap of some
weeks, with new material
and boundless energy.

It will be appearing at the
Douglas Hotel, Brodick from
8.30pm to 11pm on Saturday
1 February.

The band will be playing
music from its new album
‘Midnight at Machrie’ and it
promises to be great night.
Everyone is welcome from

timers.

The MV Loch Striven has returned to service
on the Lochranza - Tarbert route after engi-
neering problems last week.

Last Monday CalMac’s shore services en-
gineer changed all six cylinder heads on the
forward main engine and then trialled the

-
rectly.

The vessel was put back on the run from
Lochranza on Tuesday morning and the en-
gine is again fully operational.

The removed heads will be returned to the
workshops and pressure tested.

CalMac said that it is likely that a hair line
crack in one of the cylinder heads was open-
ing up as the temperature rose.

Kenneth Gibson MSP said: ‘After the dif-

and Ardrossan I am relieved that after part of
Saturday and all of Sunday and Monday out
of service the Lochranza-Claonaig ferry is
‘back in business!’.’

Loch Striven returns to Tarbert
run after engineering problems

The Auchrannie Spa Resort
has held on to its title as the
best family hotel in the UK.

The Brodick hotel beat off
competition from across the
UK including three London
hotels and one from Jer-
sey to retain the title in the
2014 TripAdvisor Travellers’
Choice Awards announced on
Wednesday.

The resort has also moved
up the world rankings to be
the 23rd best family hotel in
the world, up from 25th and
the 10th best in Europe.

Linda Johnston, execu-
tive director at the Auchran-
nie,  said: ‘We are delighted
not only to have been ranked
number one in the UK by Tri-
pAdvisor but also amongst
the very best in the world.

‘This award is one we are
particularly honoured to have
received as it is judged purely
on the opinions of those peo-
ple who matter most to us

– our guests! Winning the
award two years in succession
is a massive achievement for
a relatively small resort such
as Auchrannie and demon-
strates just how much we as a
business invest in providing
outstanding customer service
to each and every one of our
guests.

‘All the team involved in
Auchrannie should feel ex-
tremely proud as each one of
them has played a part in us
winning this award.’

Scottish hotels
The Douglas Hotel in Brod-

ick was also named the 25th
best small hotel in the UK,
with under 30 bedrooms.

A total of 15 Scottish ho-
tels were honoured across all
seven award categories with
The Chester Residence in
Edinburgh being named the
third  best luxury hotel in the
world.

-

ished seventh in the Auchran-
nie category.

Across all of the award cat-
egories, it proved a fantastic
year for the UK hospitality
industry with 26 UK proper-
ties securing awards in the
world’s best lists, up from
14 in 2013. Globally, only
Italy secured a higher over-
all number of unique hotel
award-winners than the UK.

Barbara Messing, chief mar-

added: ‘We’re excited to rec-
ognise the world’s best prop-
erties, based on the opinions
of those who know them best
– the millions of travellers
around the globe who come
to TripAdvisor to share their
experiences. For those seek-
ing inspiration for their 2014
travel planning, this list of
spectacular accommodations
that received 2014 Travellers’
Choice awards is a perfect
place to start.’

In the courts

Charity box
thief jailed

AN ARRAN man who tried
to bite a policeman after be-
ing arrested for homophobic
behaviour has avoided a jail
sentence.

Jake Leese, 21, was
detained for shouting and
swearing after complaints
about his behaviour in
Shore Road, Brodick, on 10
August last year.

But when he was taken to
-

the arm, Kilmarnock Sheriff
Court heard last Friday.

Leese, of Ashlar, Machrie,
-

ting assault and a homopho-
bic breach of the peace.

Arran man
tried to bite
policeman

Auchrannie Spa Resort.

KINLOCH BURNS NIGHT
Saturday 8th February
6pm for 6.30pm Start

3 course meal with a whisky nip on arrival and 
an evening of entertainment 

£17.50 per ticket
Call to book 860444

Traditional
Burns Supper

on Friday24thJanuary

from 7pm
£19.50 per person

Call01770302968
TOBOOKYOURSEAT

T e l : 0 1 7 7 0 3 0 2 9 6 8

Burns
Supper

BISTROOPENEACHEVENINGFROM6pm

www.valdetetrust.org

ON SUNDAY 26th January 2014 WE ARE HOSTING THE VALDETE TRUST FUNDRAISER

FROM 2-4PM IN AID OF                                                     ARRAN’S OWN INTERNATIONAL CHARITY

CHARITY AUCTION, WHISKY TASTING & LIVE JAZZ

Cams Campbell 
Sat 25th Jan

Live from 9-11pm

SUNDAY ROAST £9.5
12-3pm each week

OPEN ALLDAY
NEW 2 COURSEBARMENU £12.5
QuickBitesCoffee&Cake
Cocktails
Wine& Nibbles
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Monocular found
A monocular has been found 
above The String. If you 
think it is yours phone Robin 
on 600021 with a descrip-
tion.

The KA Leisure campus at Arran High School is failing to attract members.
20_b04campus01

Housebreaker
sought by 
police
Police on Arran have stepped 
up their nightly patrols in 
various areas of the island 
to identify those responsible 
for a series of break-ins and 
thefts in the past few weeks. 

Two homes in Brodick have 
so far been targeted as well as 
a number of garden sheds and 
outbuildings.

Sgt Allen Dodds said: ‘We 
are keen to work not only 
with our partner agencies, but 
with the community to ad-
dress the issue of housebreak-
ing and crime prevention. 
Advice for safeguarding your 
home, shed, outbuildings and 
businesses can be found on 
our website - www.scotland.
police.uk

‘I say this message directly 
to those intent on committing 
housebreakings on Arran - if 
you engage in this invasive 
and distressing form of crime, 
we will use every resource at 
our disposal to remove you 
from our community and en-
sure you spend time behind 
bars.’ 

Sgt Dodds added: ‘I am 
keen for any resident who has 
any information pertaining to 
any criminal activity to con-
tact Crimestoppers.

‘Your information makes 
a difference, when you pass 
on anonymous information to 
Crimestoppers you’re mak-
ing a real difference in your 
community.  You will not be 
asked to leave your name and 
calls are not recorded.’

Crimestoppers is free to 
contact on 0800 555 111.

Fitness bosses are failing to 
get Arran active.

KA Leisure, which runs 
sports facilities across North 
Ayrshire, says its core objec-
tive is to make ‘more people 
more active more often’.

But a progress report con-
sidered by the council’s cabi-
net this week shows there has 
been a 10 per cent drop in the 
number of people using the 
KA Campus at Arran High 
School in Lamlash.

Bosses have little hope that 
they can get it to perform 
much better.

Down 10 per cent
There were 28,308 visits to 

the Arran campus in the year 
2012-2013. Bosses had hoped 
this would rise to 28,750 in 

after six months the 12,525 
visitors means they are al-
ready down 10 per cent on 
their target.

It is projected that across 
the gym, sports hall facilities, 
outdoor sports and events/
admissions numbers will be 

-
cial year to March, with the 
target for 2014-2015 static at 
28,750.

There has been a steady drop 
in the number of people using 
the KA gym in recent years, 
the report also reveals. 

2008-2009 to 2012-2013 the 
number dropped from 4,791 
to just 2,050. The number 
of people using the outdoor 
sports facilities has also 

Fitness bosses fail 
to get Arran active

dropped from 4,088 to 2,315.
However over the same 

period the number of people 
using the sports hall for ac-
tivities has risen from 8,081 
to 14,899 and events/admis-
sions is also up from 8,620 to 
9,044.

The report states: ‘In the 
current year KA Campuses 
are operating at maximum 
capacity levels with the ex-
ception of Arran and Dalry. 
It is anticipated that through 
promotion and development 

2014/2015 all  campuses will 
operate at maximum capac-
ity.’

Momentous year
It adds: ‘2014/15 will be a 

momentous year for leisure 
and sport in Scotland as the 
country welcomes the Com-
monwealth Games and Ryder 
Cup.

‘The company will ensure 
it continues to provide activi-
ties and events that will meet 
the heightened customer de-

mand and expectation that is 
anticipated in 2014. 

‘The company, in conjunc-
tion with strategic partners, 
will strive to ensure leisure 
and sport provision from ac-
tivity availability to facility 
condition is exceptional, thus 
ensuring that these events 
create lasting change.’

The company has pledged 
there will be no price rises for 
its core activities.

The progress report was ap-
proved by the cabinet.

There has been a steady drop in the 
number of people using the KA gym

Banner
newsdesk
01770
302142

AYF video takes 
the internet by 
storm
The young members of Arran 
Youth Foundations are hop-
ing their latest video will go 
‘viral’ - and the high school 
could attract new teachers to 
the island as a result. 

-
ing club, takes a cheeky look 
at life at the school from the 
pupils’ perspective and also 
features a series of very posi-
tive interviews with current 
teachers.

The idea behind the video 
is to promote the island to 
prospective teachers who 
may be considering a move 
to Arran.

The group’s youth worker, 
Graeme Johnston, explained: 
‘Mr Auld (headteacher) ap-
proached us last year about 

as he had seen previous work 
by AYF’s talented young 

‘He had also enjoyed the 
very eye-catching video 
that the island’s doctors had 
produced in order to attract 
applications and was hoping 
we could produce something 
of a similar nature.

Humour
‘The end result is full of 

humour and is actually very 
well made, especially consid-
ering it was made by a group 
of S1 to S4s working once a 
week after school.’

The video features on 
the Arran Banner website, 
www.arranbanner.co.uk and 
a link to it from our Face-
book page, www.facebook.
com/arranbanner, has already 
been shared 27 times, with a 
number of positive com-
ments and expressions of 
interest.
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Audrey and Bob McCrone talk over the land buy plans 
with David Warnock at the drop-in day in Whiting Bay 
hall. 

Lamlash Bay is the main
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Traditional farming plan for 
community land initative
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Better understand
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‘Slow and steady’
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AND CELEBRATE THE NEW YEAR

call subscriptions on 01371 851868
and quote code SF01SF

WITH A FABULOUS 
SAVING OF 30% 

SUBSCRIBE TO SAVE30%
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A major initiative to boost the 
promotion of Gaelic on Arran 
has been unveiled.

North Ayrshire Council has 
drawn up a draft plan and 
wants to consult the public 
on how the language could be 
developed.

The plan is particularly 
relevant on the island where 
Arran Gaelic was still wide-
ly spoken in the early 20th 
century and the last native 
speaker died just 20 years ago 
in 1994.

The island still has a strong 
Gaelic tradition with those 
who learned the language 
when they were young and 
incomers to the island. The 
Gaelic language festival, 
Feis Arran, is still held every 
year.

There are lots of differ-
ent elements to the teaching 
of Gaelic, taking in history, 

Golf club 
thanks for 
planning
guidance
Lamlash Golf Club wishes 

and politicians who helped 
it secure permission to sell 
off a parcel of land to build 
a house.

As reported in The Ban-
ner last month the club was 
given planning permission 
for the development on a site 
surplus to the club’s require-
ment. The money from the 
sale will give the club a 

Club captain Jim Stewart 
said: ‘The advice and profes-
sional approach of the North 

involved with the application 
has been much appreciated, 
as has been the support of 
the community council, local 
councillor John Bruce, and 
MSP Kenneth Gibson who 
has followed our progress 
with interest.

‘The club looks forward 

improvements to both the 
course and clubhouse to the 

-
bers alike.’

No speed limit 
for rescue team
It may have been the spies 
who got all the headlines 
when it was announced last 
week that they are to be 
allowed to break the speed 
limit.

But it may have gone un-
noticed that the proposed 
changes in the UK motoring 
laws could also have a direct 
effect on Arran.

For along with MI5 and 

likely to be allowed to break 
speeding laws in the future 
are the country’s mountain 
rescue teams, including the 
Arran rescue team.

Spies, like the rest of us, 
currently have to abide by 
the rules of the road even if 
national security is threat-
ened.

But they will be given the 
same exemptions as police 
vehicles, ambulances and 

by transport minister Robert 
Goodwill.

And mountain rescue teams 
as well as vehicles used to 
carry organs for transplant, 
and bomb disposal units are 
also likely to be added to the 
list.

The changes come after 
a Department of Transport 
consultation found that 
93 per cent of those who 
responded backed extend-
ing the speeding exemption 
to those involved in ‘the 
protection of life and limb or 
national security’.

New bid to 
bring Gaelic 
back to Arran

music and the arts, and to 
promote its 21st century de-
velopment the council is to 
hold a series of consultation 
workshops over the coming 
weeks and will visit Arran on 
Saturday 1 February to hear 
the views of islanders. 

All local authorities in Scot-
land are required to promote 
Gaelic as part of a national 
programme set out by the 
Scottish Government. 

Understanding
North Ayrshire Council is 

working with Bòrd na Gài-
dhig to improve the status 
and understanding of the lan-
guage in the area. The coun-
cil will be joining more than 
100 other public bodies in the 
establishment of individual 
Gaelic Language Plans. 

Councillor Alan Hill, cabi-
net member for community 
and culture, said: ‘We under-

stand the importance of diver-
sity and openness to cultures 
in North Ayrshire. 

‘This does not just mean em-
bracing the cultures of people 
coming to North Ayrshire, it 
also has a big part to play in 
the development of our native 
languages.

‘We are committed to de-
veloping our Gaelic language 
provision. We want the public 
to share their views on the use 
of Gaelic in North Ayrshire and 
the areas and ideas they want 
to see further developed. 

‘The strong Gaelic tradition 
in North Ayrshire provides a 

-
ic Language Plan.’

North Ayrshire Council has 
been actively involved in 
supporting the Gaelic lan-
guage and culture for more 
than 20 years. As a local au-
thority which serves a diverse 

range of cultures, the council 
is committed to extending its 
Gaelic provision. 

The Gaelic Language Plan 
covers Gaelic Medium Edu-
cation and Gaelic Learner 
Education and it requires a 
description of how the au-
thority will use the language 
in relation to its internal proc-
esses, such as corporate iden-
tity, communications, publi-
cations and staff matters. 

identify exactly how Gaelic 
will be used in the services 
delivered by the authority. 

Gaelic was still spoken 
widely on Arran at the begin-
ning of the 20th century. The 
1901 Census reported 25-49 
per cent Gaelic speakers on 
the eastern side and 50-74 per 
cent  on the western side of 
the island. By 1921 the per-
centage for the whole island 
had dropped to less than 25 
per cent. From then onwards, 
the number of speakers fell 
into the vague 0-24.9 per cent 
bracket.

However, Nils Holmer, the 
Swedish linguist who car-

into Scottish Gaelic, reported 

there were 4,532 inhabitants 
on the island in 1931 with 
605 Gaelic speakers, show-
ing that Gaelic had declined 
to about 13 per cent  of the 
population.  It continued to 
decline until the last native 
speakers of Arran Gaelic died 
in the 1990s. The 1.6 per cent 
Gaelic speakers in the 1991 
Census and the 1.5 per cent 
in the 2001 Census represent 
Gaelic speakers who learned 
the language when they were 
young and others from other 
areas settling on the island.

The last native speaker on 
Arran died in 1994 and lin-
guists who studied Arran 
Gaelic in the ’60s and ’70s 
noted the oral traditional on 
the island that the whole of 
the Ayrshire coast was once 
Gaelic speaking until fairly 
recent times.

The draft plan is now avail-
able on the council website. 
Once you have read the plan 
you can take part in an online 
survey on the website or by 
visiting your local library. 
The consultation workshop 
will take place on Saturday 
1 February in Brodick Hall 
from 2-3pm.

Signs at Brodick ferry terminal are among only a few 
on the island which are in Gaelic. 20_b04gaelic01
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Free carpets and blinds
at St Molios open day
Irvine Housing Association is
offering a fantastic incentive
for attendees who reserve a
property at the open day of
their beautiful St Molios Park
development today (Satur-
day).

Their generous offer means
that anyone who reserves
a property on the day will

free high quality carpets and
blinds throughout their new
property.

Advisers from Irvine Hous-
ing Association will be
present at the development
between 10am and 4pm and
will be happy to discuss de-
tails of the incentive and an-
swer any questions regarding
the properties.

The St Molios Park devel-
opment in Lamlash will be

The development will con-

Advertorial

sist of 56 new houses, 40
will be for social rent and 16
can be purchased using the
New Supply Shared Equity
(NSSE), a scheme from the
Scottish Government.

Completed
Sixteen properties have al-

ready been completed with
eight available for rent and a
further eight homes for sale.

A spokesman for Irvine
Housing Association said:
‘We are looking forward to

welcoming many people to
view the development. A lot
of hard work and effort has
gone into St Molio’s Park and
it is great that we can now
hold open days and show is-
landers around the develop-
ment.’

For information on buying a
home at St Molio’s Park con-
tact the association’s Home
Ownership Team on 0845

-
liospark.com.

Arran becomes the 
first island to take 

RUBBiSH 

CHALLENGE!

d
ie

tth
e

Take The Rubbish 
Diet challenge 
and help Arran to 
become greener 

‘Find out just how much 
rubbish you are throwing 
away. Is it a full wheelie bin 
or a half?  Four bin bags or 
one?  Take a photo to keep 
track of your progress’ 

Eco Savvy has been putting
his green thinking cap on and
he has a few ideas of how this
year we can turn Arran into a
greener, cleaner island.

He wants us to start by try-
ing together to reduce our

stop things going into land-

North Ayrshire Council says
it has reduced the amount of

Sustainable
They are currently develop-

-
ment Strategy for the island
to identify the most appropri-
ate and sustainable options
for the management of waste
on the island.

Food composting, a com-
munity garden and other ide-
as are in the pipeline but why
not help get the island started
by going online and joining
The Rubbish Diet.

The Rubbish Diet is free and
open to all residents, as Arran

-
munity to promote the idea.

Starting point
Eco Savvy says: ‘Know

your starting point so you can
watch your bin shrink! Find
out just how much rubbish
you are throwing away. Is it
a full wheelie bin or a half?  
Four bin bags or one? Take a
photo or use our handy Diet
Record sheet to keep track of
your progress.

-
tive.   Take a look and see
what’s cluttering up your

things to tackle.  Is it food
waste, polystyrene packaging
or crisp packets? Cardboard,

Goal
‘Now set yourself a goal

your bin, what do you think
you can get rid of? On aver-
age our dieters slim their bins
by about half, more if you
start large, less if your bin is
already slim.’

Come and talk rubbish on
Facebook with Eco Savvy
and email him any ques-
tions or suggestions at arran.
ecosavvy@gmail.com

bt.com/businessinfinity

  0800 345 7963

Call today to join the thousands of
businesses that choose us each month.



Arran
Deliveries
Glasgow Depot
Arran Deliveries
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow G14 OHB

Arran Deliveries
The Parcel Point
Harbour Road, 
Ardrossan
North Ayrshire 
KA22 8BZ

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
Daily collection throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and surrounding districts

Tel: 01475 676 255
Fax: 01294 469 492

Open Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm
Accepting goods destined 
for the island

We deliver the goods
not excuses
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Green energy plans won’t go away
Letters special: your latest views on the ferry situation
Management
ineptitude
Sir,
In view of the response from 
CalMac to the Ferry Com-
mittee  regarding alternative 
ports for ferry diversion (the 
Banner of 18 January) it is 

-
sion that it has totally failed 
to grasp the seriousness of 
the situation as it affects the 
island.
 Are we to have the Queens 
Hotel at Gourock rebuilt to 
give shelter at Gourock Pier?

The catalogue of negatives 
seems to be endless.

Campbeltown has now even 
been added to the list of alter-
native destinations (who sug-
gested it anyway?).

This response is simultane-
ously a declaration of man-
agement ineptitude and an 
insult to our collective intel-
ligence.

It appears that CalMac man-
agement is devoid of any 
solution to the problem, and 
since it is essentially respon-
sible to the Scottish Govern-
ment,  it seems that that is 
where a solution has to come 
from.

To believe that the problem 
of service reliability will be 
solved by new ferries (when?) 
would be ‘a triumph of hope 
over experience’. 

Both the Isle of Arran and 
the Caledonian Isles were 

-
drossan/Brodick service.

The unsuitability of Ardros-
san as an all-weather destina-
tion has been amply demon-
strated  of late. Meantime, we 
urgently need action to avoid 
this continuing ‘non-service’ 
and to establish a dependable 
routine for alternative diver-
sion of service in the event of 
bad weather.

 A solution to this matter has 
already been demonstrated as 
possible. It is therefore the 
responsibility of operational 
management e.g. redeploy-
ment of vessels/staff. Is this 
not within its capacity?

Yours,
Robert Kerr
Fereneze
Lochranza

Simpler terminal
Sir,
I cannot for the life of me 
understand why MSP Ken-
neth Gibson is being so in-
transigent. The argument at 
its simplest is that the pro-
posed terminal is too big, is 
too expensive and is going 
to be less convenient for foot 
passengers than the present 
one. That nothing is going 
to be done about Ardrossan - 
not on the agenda - and that, 
according to CalMac itself, 
there is no mainland port usa-
ble in bad weather other than 
Campbeltown.

But Campbeltown has no 
-

cult road through to Glasgow, 

Finally, that there is no in-
tention to substitute a more 
weatherly vessel for the Cally 

despite its unsuitability for 
the run, that this vessel will be 
with us possibly for a further 
10 years and that everything 
hangs upon the new vessel, 
which Mr Gibson states will 
solve the major problems 
with Ardrossan. Are we to 
trust his word ?

Surely it would be both 
more logical and sensible to 
spend less money upon a sim-
pler Brodick terminal, add a 
linkspan to Fairlie or wherev-
er with the cash thus released 
and, in the short term, upgrade 
the Irish berth at Ardrossan to 
form the principal berth for 
the Cally Isles by adding a 
gangway for pedestrians and 
through access to the terminal 
building.

In that way, we should be 
covered in the eventuality 
that the new vessel did not do 
as well as anticipated and, in 
the short term, make life eas-
ier for captains, thereby im-

the reliability of sailings.
Yours, 
Ian Ferguson, 
High Corrie

Campbeltown out
Sir
I see CalMac is spinning 
again.  I make an additional 
87 cancellations an increase 
of 334 per cent, not 12 per 

cent!  They also fail to men-
tion that Campbletown has no 
rail service.
There are only four bus links 
each way to and from Glas-
gow each day during the week 

-
ney time, four hours plus and 
none of them convenient for 
a ferry.  One of my favourite 
road signs in Scotland is just 
outside Dumbarton, ‘Camp-
beltown 125 miles’ - and it 
points north!  Then there are 
the landslips on the A83.
If the boat cannot berth 

in seven out of the eight 
available ports I would say 

Yours,
Name and address supplied

Community value
Sir,
I’m back on the island for the 
weekend and I see the report 
in this week’s edition regard-
ing the Ferry Committee’s 
deliberations on the use of 
Gourock as a port of refuge, 
and the advice it received 
from CalMac Ferries Ltd re-
garding its suitability.

In September 2011 I wrote 
to Caledonian Maritime As-
sets Ltd (which is the Scottish 
Government agency which 
owns the MV Caledonian 
Isles as well as the port fa-
cility at Gourock) regarding 
any limitations of the use of 
Gourock by a vessel arising 
out of the interface of the 
designs of the vessel and the 
harbour infrastructure there. 

In the event they referred 
my query to the ferry opera-
tor from whom I never got a 
response.

In March 2013 following 
the public meeting in Brodick 
regarding the design of the 
new terminal development 
here I raised the subject again 
with CMAL and this time 
I got a reply, for the record, 
which is very different from 
what CalMac Ferries Ltd told 
the Ferry Committee.

As you know, both these 
bodies are owned by the Scot-
tish Government and after re-
ceiving all the revenue from 
the users of their services 
their accounts for 2012/13 in-
dicate that for the year CMAL 

required a subsidy from the 
taxpayer of £5.5 million, and 
David MacBrayne Ltd (Cal-
Mac Ferries Ltd and Argyll 
Ferries Ltd) £87 million. The 
considerable additional costs 
of the Transport Scotland 
civil servants who write the 
script for this show they are 
not included in these subsi-
dies.

You will be able to form 
your own opinion as to the 
extent of community value 
obtained from the expendi-
ture on their collective efforts 
of this ferry provision system 
as far as the Arran ferry serv-
ice is concerned.

I see one of your visionary 
correspondents mentioning 
the SWATH concept. I sup-
pose we have to ask ourselves 
if the system we all pay for is 
capable of delivering con-
tinuous improvement in ves-
sel/port infrastructure design 
and operation through the use 
of new technology, or are we 
stuck in the past and can’t do 
anything about the weather. I 
wonder if islanders would be 
better off politically in an in-
dependent Scotland.

Yours,
Donald Mackay
Brodick

Who pays ferryman
Sir, 
In the week when the un-
subsidised Western Ferries 
announced a substantial in-

-
cant difference, if any, occurs 
following last week’s Ferry 
Committee meeting, readers 
my wish to avail themselves 
of a recent book:  ‘Who Pays 
The Ferryman – The great 
Scottish Ferry Swindle’ by 
Roy Pederson. 

The introduction by Alfred 
Baird (Professor of maritime 
business at Napier Univer-
sity) includes the interesting 
comment that: ‘The ongoing 

-
ment activities sponsored by 
the state make the Edinburgh 
tram debacle look like a very 
good deal indeed.’ 

Yours, 
Neil Arthur
Kilpatrick

press policy
WE AT The Arran Banner do our utmost to make sure that all our reports 
are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on occasion, mistakes 
can occur in the hectic process of producing a local newspaper.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in print. 
The 

Arran Banner, Brodick, Arran giving your day-time telephone number 
where possible. 

This statement of policy will appear on this page every week along with 

The Arran Banner adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s Code 
of Conduct.  The views expressed in The Arran Banner are not necessarily 
those of the The Oban Times Group.

your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 
words in length for publication on this page. The 
editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses 
must be supplied, including on e-mails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime telephone number is also 
required for verification. Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact telephone number will not 
be printed. Please write or fax to: Letters Page, The 
Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran. 
E-mail editor@arranbanner.co.uk

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

‘Be imitators of God and live a life of love, just as Christ 

to God.’ (Ephesians 5: 1-2)

It seems to be a week for a green energy debate.
The slumbering biomass planning application is back in 

the news.
While just down the road a much smaller and less contro-

versial hydro electric scheme has been unveiled.
Initial joy for the boimass plant objectors at the news that 

Northern Energy Development Ltd has withdrawn its sec-
ond planning application will quickly turn to despair with 

and remains fully committed to the Dyemill site.
NEDL has vowed to completely redesign the plant. It 

But opponents, including politicans serving the island, 
seem to have already made up their minds that ‘Arran has 
suffered enough’ and that the developers should now walk 
away.

MSP Jackson Carlaw insists that his survey established 
that 87 per cent of islanders are against the proposal and 

But, to play devil’s advocate, that’s just one third of the 
population and people who oppose something are always 
going to be more vocal than the silent majority.

While not trying to detract for one minute from the real 
concerns there are on the island over the proposal, there 
must be a free and open debate when the proposal is con-
sidered for a third time.

Make no mistake, renewable energy proposals are not go-
ing to end here as they have the government’s blessing as 
they try to turn Scotland into a low-carbon society.

Government policy is to generate the equivalent of 100 
per cent of Scotland’s gross annual electricity consump-
tion, the equivalent of 11 per cent of Scotland’s heat de-
mand, met from renewable sources and 500 MW of com-
munity and locally-owned renewable energy, all by 2020.

On Arran the National Trust for Scotland already has 
plans for up to four hydro-electric schemes, a new biomass 
plant is in the planning process for Brodick, a proposal for 
a community energy scheme may not be too far off and 
other proposals are already in the pipeline.

It is essential, therefore, that each application is consid-
ered on its merits and not with some knee jerk ‘nimby’ 
- not in my back yard - attitude.

Some would like the Lamlash biomass plant proposal to 
simply now go away. That seems unlikely to happen and, 

-
ing to go the distance.
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MV Caledonian Isles captured in Greenock nearing 
the end of her overhaul last Friday with MV Hebridean 
Princess. Photo by Tom Hamilton.

And that’s a fact 
Sir,
Regarding the last two edi-
tions of your newspaper I
read with interest the criticism

opinion) in your letters page
levelled at the ferry cancel-
lations because of the recent
horrendous storms as well as
last week’s editorial column
questioning the suitability of
the current vessel.

Fact: The length and severi-
ty of the storms across the UK
with wind speeds in excess of
80 mph and with correspond-
ing massive tidal surges has
been unprecedented in recent
times.

Fact: The cancellation of the
majority of these sailings was

widespread cancellations
across  the whole CalMac
ferry network. The UK trans-
port system was also badly
affected.

Fact: Regarding accessi-
bility to Ardrossan, no west
facing open water port on the
planet could have coped un-
der similar conditions even
with the suggested port up-
grading!

Fact: According to CalMac
and Clydeport sources the
MV Caledonian Isles does
possess the necessary power
to access Ardrossan in rough
weather (berthing previously
in winds gusting between 40-
45mph) and has one of the
best twin bow thruster units

problems were reportedly
overcome.

Fact: Arran has its best ever

daily return crossings in com-
fortable ships.

In my opinion CalMac,

all Christmas Eve sailings but
should have, as a goodwill
gesture (similar to their West-
ern Isles Division), arranged
a special return am sailing on
the much calmer Christmas
day.

This was a PR disaster and
I can appreciate the result-
ant  frustration and anger this
caused. Was the reason for no
Christmas morning sailing
because the company is still
being handcuffed to archaic
trade union/employer proto-
cols? Or was there another
reason?

-
cern as to why the MV Cal-
edonian Isles:

a. Does not use the alter-
native mainland terminal of
Gourock more frequently
during inclement weather;

b. Berths on occasion at
Brodick overnight  in argu-
ably operable weather condi-
tions, thereby missing the fol-
lowing early morning sailing
from Ardrossan;

c. On occasion fails to sail
at all in arguably operable
weather conditions.

These issues need to be ad-
dressed by Caledonian Mac-
Brayne with solutions be-
ing found. Inevitably, island
communities can and will be
cut off during periods of ex-
treme weather.

The beautiful island of Ar-
ran is no exception and that’s
a fact!

Yours,
Jim McCann
Ardrossan

Drama festival
Sir,
May I, through your pages,

draw the attention of your
readers and our many loyal
supporters to the forthcom-
ing Isle of Arran Drama Fes-
tival.

This year’s festival will

plays, in the Community
Theatre, Arran High School,
over the evenings, Thursday
20 and Friday 21 February.

Please note that, in a break
with tradition, there will be
no Saturday performances.
This is to avoid clashing with
other island events, and we
hope this will not cause too
much inconvenience.

Details of the festival pro-
gramme will be appearing
shortly. We look forward to
seeing you all there. Your
continued support is greatly
appreciated

Yours,
Allan R Nicol
Chairman, IOADA

Handy textbook
Sir,
Talking to Australia via Sky-
pe over the holidays it oc-
curred to me that there was
a possible essay subject in
taking this technology back
to the time of the clearances
and relating a conversation
between two friends sepa-
rated by the removal of many
families to Canada.

A couple of days later I
was given a book, ‘Arran to
Canada - one way’, by Lam-
lash man Jim Henderson.
A concise, well written and
informative account of the
emigration - an ideal intro-
duction to the subject.

This might just make for a
handy school textbook: Eng-
lish, History and Geography
are all there and I’m sure that

peculiar brain of Mr Stewart
could wring a maths lesson
out the size of the ship, the
number of passengers, sup-
plies required etc.

With the photographs,
graphics and descriptions
the art department could
also be dragged in etc.

Another positive is that the
book is just over 100 pages
and so might not scare off
the reluctant teenage read-
er. As a challenge the kids
could try and identify some
positives from the situation
- the ship did transport al-
most 20 Kelsos to the other
side of the Atlantic.

Anyway can I suggest
this is well worth a read for
someone who doesn’t want
to get bogged down in too
much heavy background,
politics and statistics.

Congratulations to Mr
Henderson - a literate joiner
- you don’t run into them too
often.

Yours,
Marc Head
Whiting Bay

I’ll be back
Sir,
Could I use your columns to
express my thanks to all the
people who kindly donated
to the lights over the Christ-
mas period, the sum of £100
pounds was collected and a
cheque for that amount has
been forwarded to the Isle
of Arran Mountain Rescue
Team.
I will be carrying on for

my 25th year this com-
ing Christmas. Once again
thank you,

Yours,
Bernie Jackson
Whiting Bay

Arran has suffered
enough say
opponents
Continued from Page 1
ners a possible technology
option which would retain
the main characteristics of the
project in terms of fuel type
but with a slightly different
type of combustion process.
This would give us the op-
portunity to reduce the height

-
lieve that Arran is an ideal
location for a biomass devel-
opment of the type and scale
proposed, we acknowledge
that there have been concerns
from some about the wider
impacts.

‘The withdrawal of the cur-

desire to ensure that a bio-
mass project on Arran makes
a positive contribution to the
island economy and comple-
ments other aspects of island
life rather than detracting
from it.’

Arran MSP Kenneth Gibson
said: ‘I am pleased that this ap-
plication to which I objected
has been withdrawn, I am sure
to the relief of many islanders.
‘If there is a further applica-
tion I will look at it on its
merits although as, in my
view, it was the wrong devel-
opment in the wrong location,
I would be surprised if I was
able to support it.’

Conservative MSP Jackson
Carlaw, who conducted the
survey in which every house-
hold on the island was asked
whether it was in favour of the
plant, against or undecided.

He said: ‘The withdrawal of

views of the overwhelming
majority of the 1,600 resi-
dents who responded to my
consultation.

‘This is a victory for democ-
racy. I was able to give the
people of Arran an opportuni-
ty to raise their concerns and
they grasped it wholeheart-
edly. A higher percentage of
people responded to the con-

sultation than turned out to
vote in the local elections in
the ward in 2012, with an as-
tonishing 87 per cent of resi-
dents against the proposal.

‘Hopefully the planning de-
partment at North Ayrshire
Council will consider the will
of the people of Arran and
that is the end of the matter.

‘This survey should serve to
ensure that this proposal does
not come back for the third
time of asking.’

Opponent Douglas Tem-
pleton said: ‘For the second
time NEDL’s application to
build an industrial scale bio-
mass plant on a tourist island
has been withdrawn. NEDL’s

-
ran lies in tatters, totally dis-
credited, and it’s quite clear
its sole motivation is the pur-

impact on the health and eco-
nomic wellbeing of Arran’s
people.

‘Given the clear, unam-
biguous and overwhelming
opposition to this biomass
plant, North Ayrshire Council
should heed the voices of the
people of Arran and cast the
prospect of a third NEDL ap-
plication into the abyss. Arran
has suffered enough.’

Arran Community Council
chairman John Inglis said:
‘We supported the withdrawn
application but if the com-
pany wishes to make amend-
ments that will please more
people on Arran that is to be
welcomed. I hope the new ap-
plication will include the ad-

we would like to see.’
A spokesman for North

Ayrshire Council said: ‘We
-

tion for a biomass plant at the
Dyemill Forestry Plantation
outside Lamlash has been
withdrawn.

‘A new application is ex-
pected.’

* Lamlash hydro scheme
planned see page 10/11.

Overnight bag
Sir,
I wish to respond to Guy
Dale-Smith’s comments in
last week’s Banner, which
I have to say are just more
gobbledy gook, following my
letter in the same issue.

He stated there were prob-
lems at all the ports of refuge
the Arran service could con-
sider.

Troon, he said, had draught
problems - not for P&O there
isn’t, and certainly not for
SWATH ships or the ‘good
old Isle of Arran’. She’s been
in there recently for lay-up or
dry-docking or whatever.

He said there were also
problems with wind speed
and swell, on which I can’t
comment, but with the right

-
thing can be achieved.

And he said there was no
rail link.

In the event of a ferry diver-
sion, CalMac supplies buses

to and from Gourock to Ar-
drossan and Troon is a lot
closer and not along a coast
road prone to weather dam-
age resulting in lengthy di-
versions or delays. There is
a railway station in Troon, by
the way, Mr Dale-Smith.

Fairlie and Largs are non-
starters without considera-

As for Wemyss Bay, may I
refer back to SWATH and the
good old Isle of Arran.

Regarding Gourock he gives
another thoughtless gobbledy

gook answer.
Finally, in Campbeltown

there are four buses a day to
Glasgow - journey time four
hours plus - and only if the
Rest and Be Thankful is open
- and that’s fairly rare these
days. The nearest railway sta-
tion to Campbeltown is Ar-
rochar.

Oh, I nearly forgot what Mr
Dale-Smith did forget, at Du-
noon there’s still a linkspan
there and it is a mainland
port.

Oh drat and double drat, that
nasty Rest and Be Thankful
has raised its ugly head to get
in the way of progress.

That’s all for now on our cur-
rent problems, oh and by the
way, I hear that the ‘Calamity
Isles’ is back this weekend?
Oh dear, oh dear. Better pack
an overnight bag.

Yours,
John Lawson
Cairngorm
Catacol

KINLOCH SCOTTISH NIGHT
Saturday 25th January 

7pm
Fabulous 3 course menu with a complementary 
glass of wine, beer/lager or soft drink and also 

free entry into our Scottish quiz.
£20 per person

Call to book 860444
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Missing cat in 
Brodick
An all black male cat has 
gone missing in the Brodick 
area.

When last seen it was 
wearing a blue collar with 

answers to the name of Neo.
Anyone with any informa-

tion contact Tel: 600038 or 
07887 985984.

200 Club 
Chistmas draw
The Lochranza and Catacol 
200 club Christmas draw was 
won by Grace Gillespie.

Second prize went to Mar-
jorie Bannatyne and third 
prize to Richard Buster.

Work could 
start by 
end of the 
year

There is a treat in store for 
Arran’s movie fans as a mini-

Corrie and Sannox Hall on 
February 1. 

Now in its fourth year the 
aim of the event is to cheer 
up those winter blues by es-
caping into the magical world 

Film fans prepare for 
‘a day in dark’ 

Films will be shown all day 
from 11am until 10pm with 
sociable breaks in between 
for sustenance and chat. 

Some people will stay all 
day, while others may dip in 

they fancy.
The theme this year is mu-

sic but there is something for 
everyone including a stunning 

-
tion to climb Everest in 1924 
which has been restored with 
a new soundtrack – a must for 
all mountain lovers. 

Interesting

approximately 11.45am after 
coffee and two interesting 

directors at 11am. 
The day continues with 

lunch at 1.45pm followed by 
The Artist and the Model an 

love and the nature of art set 
during the Nazi occupation of 
France.

This is followed by Farinel-

tempestuous life of the Italian 
opera singer, Carlo Broschi, 
the last castrato.

After a break for tea the 
programme continues with 
Gimme Shelter, the ground-
breaking documentary of the 
Rolling Stones 1969 tour of 
the US. 

Supper will be served at ap-
proximately 7pm followed 

-
mitments - the 1991 com-
edy drama based on Roddy 
Doyles’ novel about working 
class Dubliners who form a 
soul band. 

Remember it is acceptable 
to bring a comfy chair and 
any accoutrements to make 
you comfortable for the mar-
athon.

Lunch and supper are par-
ticularly companionable 
– soup and bread and cheese 
for lunch and baked potatoes 

 Drop in for a couple of 
hours - or the whole day. 
Admission is free but, if you 
are not a member, a dona-
tion towards costs would be 
appreciated. Free tea, coffee 
and soup. If you’re staying 

baked potatoes if you wish 
– not compulsory!

The start of Benlister Glen which is overgrown and inaccessible at its higher levels. 
20_b04ben03

New hydro ele
planned for L

REPORT
by HUGH BOAG

editor@arranbanner.co.uk
A new hydro-electric scheme is being proposed 
for the hills above Lamlash.

The Glenkiln hydro electric scheme would 
have the capacity to produce 500kW of electric-
ity which is enough to power 480 homes.

It is being proposed in a joint venture between 
landowner Kenny Bone and developer MEG 
Renewables.

A considerable amount of preparatory work 
has been carried out over the last 18 months and 
a screening and scoping report has now been 
prepared for consideration by North Ayrshire 
Council planners. This will determine if the plan 
is, as far as possible, environmentally friendly.

A planning application is expected to follow 
and work on the scheme could start before the 
end of the year.

The scheme would harness the water from the 

through the fairly inaccessible Benlister Glen 
before pouring into Lamlash Bay.

scheme 20 years ago but it came to nothing but 

Benlister Glen looking towards Lamlash with the Holy Isle in the background. 20_b04ben01

he said there was ‘more appetite for it today’.
He said the scheme would give only half the 

power of a single wind turbine and insisted the 
pipe would be away from the burn on the bound-
ary with the Forestry Commission land and 
would be well screened.

Asked if he expected objections to the proposal 
Mr Bone said: ‘Two similar schemes at Pirnmill 
and on The String were approved a couple of 
years ago. No one objected to them and since 
this is a fairly inaccessible area I can’t see why 
there would be any here.’

Even the waterfalls which were once popular 
in Benlister Glen are overgrown and almost im-
possible to access.

He said there were four other current proposals 
for hydro schemes on National Trust for Scot-
land land on the island and the Benlister project 
was similar to these.

He added: ‘We have had informal discussions 
with Scottish National Heritage and Scottish En-
vironment Protection Agency (SEPA) and there 
do not appear to be any ‘showstoppers’ to put it 
that way.’

MEG Renewables would sell the electricity 
generated to the national grid with a predicted 
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On Monday 13 January St
Brides Ladies welcomed
Carol Burge, chairperson of
Arran branch of the Save
the Children charity as the
speaker.

Carol gave an inspirational
talk beginning with a brief
history of Save the Children,
since its inception in 1919 by
Eglantyne Jebb, to its ever in-
creasing multi-national status
in the world today.

Shiskine SWRI
Jenny Harper, president of
Shiskine SWRI, wished all
the members a happy new
year when she welcomed

of 2014 on January 8.
She thanked all the mem-

bers that helped with the
Christmas party especially
Marion Brambles and Elinor
Kinnaird.

She said that they particu-
larly wanted to thank the
anonymous donor who gave
£100 and The Kinloch Hotel
who donated £200 raised at
their ‘Mackerel’ lottery.

She also said that they were

Round the Rurals

Inspirational talk for
St Brides Ladies

With accompanying, some-
times harrowing, illustra-
tions, Carol gave the ladies
glimpses of the work that is
done in areas of devastation,
famine, deprivation, war and
other disasters where chil-
dren are the main sufferers.

She also spoke of the work
which is being  undertaken
in the UK. Carol informed
the ladies that the annual in-
come of the charity is £333

million, of which 89p in the
£1 goes directly to the work

highest of all the main chari-
ties.

Carol’s enthusiasm and
commitment were an inspi-
ration and her talk gave the
ladies much to think about.
A comprehensive vote
of thanks by Myrna Boal
was given on behalf of all
present.

grateful for the help given by
the ‘mums’ and without the
help of willing volunteers
this function would be much

Finally a big ‘thank you’was
given to Father Christmas

The guest speakers were
Janis Heaney and Rona Ful-
ton who gave a talk on The
Riding for the Disabled As-
sociation (RDA).

The competition was for a
winter soup which was won
by Sheila Gilmore and sec-
ond was Alice Anderson.

in the competition for a horse
ornament and second was

was won by Alice Anderson
and the money raised, £105,
was donated to the RDA.

Kilmory WRI has invited
members to join it for its
Burns evening on February
10.

All members wishing to at-
tend should contact Jenny
Harper on 860333.

ThenextmeetingofShiskine
WRI will be on Wednesday 5
February - there has been a
change of speaker and James
Murchie will now give a talk
on ‘A life at sea’.

This is an open meeting so
everyone is welcome.

ectric scheme 
Lamlash glen

The fast flowing waters of the Benlister Burn which would be harnessed by the hydo-
electric scheme. 20_b04ben02

annual output of 1.58GWh.
A potential 1,367 tonnes of carbon dioxide

associated with fossil fuel-based generation
would be offset annually through operation of
the scheme.

MEG Renewables is a wholly-owned subsidi-
ary of M& Co, the Scottish based fashion retail-

Refrewshire.
An independent renewable energy specialist

consultancy, Dulas Ltd, was brought in to carry
out preliminary works ahead of a planning ap-
plication being submitted.

also been carried out.
The scheme would involve the construction of

a powerhouse, a weir and 3.8km of mainly plas-
tic piping as well as access roads.

The report states that a new access track would
need to be created to enable access for construc-
tion of the scheme. The access track would
broadly follow the pipe route up the hill from
the powerhouse crossing the Tounie burn. At
this point the access track and the pipeline will
diverge, the pipeline contouring around the hill
with the access track going over the top. The

track to the intake would remain after construc-
tion.

The construction of the project would last
eight to 12 months and would be scheduled,
where necessary, to minimise disturbance to the
environment by avoiding important seasons for
any protected species that are found on site. In-
river works would only take place during SEPA
approved periods.

However, the site is within the Arran Moors
Special Protection Area (SPA) which is desig-
nated for hen harrier and two sites of special

-

at the mouth of river as well as otters.

states: ‘The Benlister burn may be directly af-
fected by changes to morphology, which may

sediment inputs and movements, riparian and
instream habitats and the diversity of wildlife
communities.’

Mr Bone said: ‘We are well aware it is a site

the advice from SEPA and the other authorities
during any construction work.’
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Obituary: Moira Starks 1938 to 2013

Moira Starks died suddenly 
on 9 December 2013 after a 

-

-

Moira surrounded by her family at her father’s 105th 
birthday party. 

gaining distinction in grade 

-

-

-
-

-

-
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
-

Moira Starks as she will be 
remembered. 

£6.95 delivery for Hub.
Broadband offer ends 13/03/14 Non-offer price is

BT Sport
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JOINT EASE LOTION

re
ad

er
 o

ffe
r Uses a soothing blend of plant based 

therapeutic essential oils to combat pain and 
stiffness in joints.  Joint Ease is a natural lotion 
that is applied straight to the affected area and 
is absorbed by your skin. The active formula of 
essential oils quickly starts to soothe the pain 
and stiffness associated commonly with arthritis, 
age related issues and other joint problems. 

- Safe to use on all joints
- 100% natural ingredients 
- No harmful chemicals
- Relieves Arthritic pain 
- Simply massage onto joints. 

For more information or to order visit www.moss-grove.co.uk
quote OBANMG at checkout. 

Name ..........................................................................................................................
Address .......................................................................................................................
Postcode...........................Telephone ...........................................................................
Email address .............................................................................................................
I enclose a cheque/postal order made payable to Moss-Grove for the total
amount of £ ...............(Please write your name and address clearly on the back of your cheque)
Or Debit my Visa/Mastercard/Delta/Maestro by £ ........................................................
Card No ......................................................................................................................
Valid from......./....... Expiry date......./....... Issue No....... Signature ..........................

CODE PRICE QTY Total
Joint Ease Lotion £12.50
Joint Ease Lotion-
Buy 2 get one half price £18.75
TOTAL ORDER COST £

Call 01292 679135
quoting OBANMG

Post order form to Moss-Grove 
Natural Products, Offer OBANMG, 
Craiksland, Troon, KA10 7HN

“After using Joint Ease for some months, my knee is better and I can walk quicker. My 
dog is pleased about that”. – Mrs Middleton, Derby.

“I am finding this lotion does ease the pain in my fingers.” -  Mrs Grant, Grangemouth.

Testimonials

Buy one get
another half price!

£12.50 each or
two for £18.75

OBAN MG

Otters at play 
in Catacol

Rook, a member of the crow
family, with its greyish white
face and beak, peaked head,
and ragged ‘trousers’, is a fa-
miliar bird on the mainland
adjacent to Arran, breeding in
communal noisy rookeries.

On Arran it does not breed
but it is a regular winter visi-
tor.

Rook is resident in Great
Britain and Ireland as well
as much of north and central
Europe.

It is also a vagrant to Iceland
and northern Scandinavia and
occurs as an eastern race in
Asia.

Birds were also released by
settlers to New Zealand be-
tween 1862 and 1874 where
it is now an agricultural pest
and is being eradicated.

In the north of its natural
range the species has a ten-
dency to move south during
autumn and even the more
southern populations may
range sporadically.

Historically it seems to have
bred on Arran.

This is a quote from R. Gray
in The Birds of Arran: Bell
and Bain: 1872 ‘Common
and on the increase’.

Sixty years later J.M.
McWilliam: The Birds of

Birdnotes
by Jim Cassels

JANUARY

Rook on Arran

Rook start breeding early in the year with many on 
nests in March.   

the Firth of Clyde: Witherby:
1936 states ‘It was driven out
of Arran many years ago.’

What about now? In the lat-
ter part of 2013 there were
groups of Rook in the south
of Arran, particularly around
Sliddery.

The numbers built up from
mid-October and continued
to the end of the year.

On one occasion more thn
80 birds were counted.

The numbers of birds re-
corded this winter is larger
than recent winters.

With many of the birds re-
corded this winter being juve-
nile, could this be an indica-
tion of an attempt to colonise
Arran?

In an attempt to answer this
question the Arran Natural
History annual reports from
1980 until 2013 were scruti-
nised.

were records of more than
one hundred birds.

In one year it was four hun-
dred.  Over that same period,

than 10 birds were recorded,
whilst in two of these years,
no Rook was recorded.  What

-
tions?

The movements of Rook not
only from the adjacent main-

including northern Europe,

in numbers in Arran in the
winter.

Will Rook stay and attempt
to breed in 2014?  Rook start
breeding early in the year with
many on nests in March.

This year, the agricultural
land on the south of the is-
land will certainly be worth
checking.

I look forward to hearing
from you.  For more informa-
tion on birding on Arran pur-
chase the ‘Arran Bird Report
2012’ and visit this website
www.arranbirding.co.uk

Arran is one of the best places
in the country to watch ot-
ters.

And the winter is the time
to see them as the short days
bring their most active hours
within reach of the normal
human day.

Sighting
One recent sighting on the

island was by Catacol resi-
dent Allan Napier.

He told The Banner: ‘As I
was driving to the shop one

morning I noticed some ot-
ters playing in the water a few
metres offshore near Catacol.

‘On closer inspection it ap-
peared to be a parent with
two young. After some 15
minutes playing around they
came ashore and vanished
into a drain under the road’

Only last week The Banner
told how an otter cub had to
be rescued after being found
in the garden of a Corrie resi-
dent. It is now recovering in

the Hessilhead Wildlife Res-
cue centre in Beith.

Flooded
One theory is that the holt

high tide and the mother was
moving the cubs when one
got lost.

It is thought that every
stretch of coastline on the is-
land has a resident otter and
dawn/sunset or a rising tide
are the best times of the day
to see them.

The parent keeps 
a watchful eye on 

the two young 
otters swimming 

near the shore. 

Follow the leader. 
The two young otters 
try to keep up. 

Who are you looking at? One of the young otters at the side of the road. 



Ownabrand 
newhome
from only £54,000*

No rent to pay!
There’s now an affordable way to own a brand new
home on the Isle of Arran. With the help of New Supply
Shared Equity (NSSE), a scheme from the Scottish
Government, it is possible for people on a moderate
income to own a home at St Molios Park outright.

Find out more about owning a home at
St Molios Park, and whether you’re eligible
for the NSSE scheme, by calling us today
on 0845 112 8800

St Molios Park
Lamlash, Arran

Head Office. 44-46 Bank Street, Irvine, Ayrshire KA12 OLP
Telephone: 0845 112 8800 

email: info@stmoliospark.com  visit: www.stmoliospark.com

A development of 1 & 2 bedroom
apartments and 2 bedroom houses
on the Isle of Arran.

Prices start from

£54,000
for a 60% share*

* Price based on a 60% share through the New Supply Shared Equity (NSSE) Scheme

You are invited to come along
to view the development

Today
Saturday 25th January 2014

10.00am - 4.00pm

Incentives available
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TWENTY
YEARS AGO

Saturday 29 January, 1994

The St Denys Lodge will be demolished 
to make way for the new Co-op store.  
b04twe02

Showpiece superstore
Arran is to have a grand new purpose built
Co-op supermarket which will more than
double the selling area of the present store.

It is to be built on the site of the St Denys
Lodge (or Island Hotel) in Brodick which

Although the structure still stands it will
have to be pulled down for the project to
commence.

Wrong decisions?
Arran’s regional councillor, Fergus Clarkson,
said this week that ‘wrong management deci-
sions have been taken’ in deciding to build
the MV Caledonian Isles for the Arran run.

The thinking behind ordering the new ves-
sel was out of date, he said, took no account
of recent technological advances and did not
take into account the ship’s suitability for
berthing at Ardrossan Harbour.

Keeping it simple
The winner of the architectural competition
to design the retreat centres on Holy Isle is
to be announced at a special ceremony at St
Mungo’s Museum of Religious Life and Art
in Glasgow next Thursday.

There were 198 entries to the competition
which was judged last month at the Samye
Ling Centre in Eskdalemuir.

We understand that the winning entry is by
a trio of young architects and is a ‘minimal-
ist’ design.

The Co-operative store is soon to be replaced by a shiny new shop in Brodick. b04twe01

John and Helen Kerr outside Kwathu, their attractive new home in Blackwaterfoot, 
which has been garnering much interest from passers-by in recent months.   b04twe03

New dentist
Following the departure of Miss Morag
Neilson, the Community Health Care Trust
of the Ayrshire and Arran Health Board has
announced the appointment of Mr Ceri Wil-
liams to the dental surgery in Brodick.

No sailings
Strong westerly and north westerly winds
prevented the ferry sailing on Thursday.

The 8.20am was delayed before a decision
was made not to sail at all that day because of
worsening weather reports.

Ardrossan on Friday several lorries and cars

New loos
A planning application appears this week for
a new public loo in Brodick.

style with various ‘vandal resistant’ features.

Housebreaking
The professional’s shop at Brodick Golf Club
was broken into at the weekend.

The thief did not actually get in but, using a

of clothing through the letter box.

Masterclass
Scots international rugby star Sean Lineen
visited Arran High School to do a little coach-
ing with both boys and girls.

Organised through PE teacher Steve Evans
it is part of a scheme to get rugby stars in to
the schools.



in association with Isle of Arran Brewery
What’s on

www.arranbrewery.com
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to order visit www.scottishcalendars.co.uk
or call 01371 851 868

2014 Calendars
The ideal gift...

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

September 2014

Tobermory, Isle of Mull
Kathy Collins
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After a pleasant voyage, we got safely and agreeably into the harbour of Tobermorie, before the wind rose. Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides, James Boswell.
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Oban Times West Highland
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Morar Sands, with Rum and Eigg in the background VK Guy
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And when I came to a hill above Toigal I saw lying below me the 
mouth of the Morar River and a large bay of silver sand.In Scotland Again, HV Morton.

Scottish Field Large

Evening light on Neist Point, Isle of Skye

Barbara Jones

May 2014
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY1 2 36 7 8 9 1013 14 15 16 1720 21 22 23 2427 28 29 30 31

0

THE PREMIER SCOTTISH CALENDAR

Scottish Field Miniature

Goat Fell from Corrie harbour
Dennis Hardley
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Arran Banner Isle of Arran

£7.50
inc. worldwide 

postage

£7.50
inc. worldwide 

postage

£7.50
inc. worldwide 

postage

£10.95
inc. worldwide 

postage

www.arranbrewery.com

Everyday
Brodick Castle, Garden Open Daily 9am-Dusk
Arran Brewery Open Mon-Fri 12.30-5pm, Sat 10-5pm Closed Sunday
Arran Brewery tour 2pm

Saturday 25th January
Army Cadets Auchrannie Road 11am –1 pm. 
Over 21s Disco Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Karate Auchrannie Games Hall, 11.30am-12.30pm
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Arran Dancers (4yrs & up) Arran High School, 10am
Junior Football P4s and upwards, Arran High School, 11am-12.30pm
Scottish Night Kinloch Hotel, 7.30pm
Fund Raising Auction Kilmory Hall, 2pm
St Molios Open Day Lamlash 10am - 4pm

Sunday 26th January 
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm-5pm
Cocaine Anonymous (& all other drugs) Ormidale sports pavilion, 2pm – 3.30pm
AA Meeting Brodick Church Hall, 4pm - 6pm
Mackerel Lottery Kinloch Bar, 5pm 
Charity fundraiser Douglas Hotel, 2pm

Monday 27th January
Quiz Eden Lodge, Whiting Bay, 8.30pm
Over 50s Badminton Lochranza Village Hall, 2-4pm
Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Citizens Advice Ormidale Pavilion, 9.30-1.30pm
Senior Fitness Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
Table Tennis Corrie Hall, 6.30pm
Aerobics (low impact) Shiskine Hall 6pm
Badminton Auchrannie Sports Hall,7-9pm
Arran Junior Football Club Ormidale Park, 6-7.30pm
Yoga Corrie Village Hall, 11am - 12noon

Lunch club Lamlash Sheltered Housing, 12 noon
Yoga - Arran Kinneil, Lamlash,3-4.30pm

Scottish Country Dancing Beginners & Improvers Corrie Hall, 2-4pm
Bridge Club Lamlash Golf Clubhouse 7pm

Tuesday 28th January
Pop Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Youth Club Kildonan Hall, 7pm
Rotary club Glencloy Suite, Auchrannie, 7.15pm
Streetly Dance pre school Auchrannie Dance Studio, 1.45-2.30pm
Streetly Dancing minis P1-3 Auchrannie Gym Hall, 4-4.45pm
Streetly Dancing Juniors P4-7 Auchrannie Gym Hall, 4.45-5.30pm
Streetly Dancing Seniors Auchrannie Gym Hall, 5.30-6.15pm
Weight Watchers St Molios Church Hall, 6pm
Junior Hockey Club Auchrannie Sports Hall, 6-7pm
Healthy Outdoors 10am-1pm NTS Ranger Centre
Winter bowls Auchrannie sports hall, 7pm
SFA Early Touch Football P1-P4s, Arran High School, 6-7pm

Scottish Country Dancing Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm
Community Council Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 7.30pm

Wednesday 29th January
Hockey Auchrannie Games Hall, 6.30-7.30pm
Tae Kwondo Arran high School Kids-6.30-7.30pm Adults-7.30-8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Lamlash Church Hall, 8pm
Arran Brass Rehearsal Brodick Church Hall, 7-9pm
Yogalates Auchrannie Studio, 9.30-10.30am

Music Mayhem Class Parents & Little Ones Auchrannie Dance Studio, 10.45am
Arran Heritage Museum Archives & Genealogy service 10.30-12.30 & 1.30-3.30
RunArran mixed ability Auchrannie car park, 5.30pm
Running Coaching Auchrannie car Park, 5pm
Yoga-Arran Kinneil, Lamlash, 7-8.30pm
Sports Club P4-S2s, Arran High School, 6-7.30pm

Thursday 30th January
Senior Fitness Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
General Knowledge Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Lochranza Craft Club Lochranza Hall, 2pm
Live music Eden Lodge, Whiting Bay 8.30-11.00pm
Weight Watchers Ormidale Pavilion, 5.30pm
Yoga Corrie Village Hall, 6pm - 7pm

Brodick Embroidery Group Brodick Library, 7.30pm
Winter bowls Auchrannie sports hall, 7pm

Bridge Club Brodick Golf Clubhouse, 7pm
Garden Club Ranger Centre, Brodick, 7.30pm

Friday 31st January  
Aqua Fizz Auchrannie Hotel Pool, 9.45-10.30am
Yogalates Auchrannie Studio, 9.30-10.30am
Arran Youth Foundations Church Hall, Brodick 7pm-9pm
Lochranza Kids Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6-8pm
Lochranza Adults Badminton Lochranza Hall, 8pm
Arran Ceilidh Dancers Lamlash Church Hall, 8-10pm
Coffee Morning Corrie & Sannox Hall, 10.30am
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Recruitment Public Notice

Your text, photos & contact details Own website link Map Rentals
Calendar Availability Facebook Twitter Top Google ranking

BOOST YOUR BOOKINGS

SPECIAL YEAR 1 OFFER - WAS £150 NOW £125.
SUBSEQUENT YEARS £99. NO VAT. Contact Penny Brass on email 

cottagesonarran@gmail.com www.cottagesonarran.co.uk

Property

Chef
PGL are looking for a Chef to join our Catering 
Team at our Loch Ranza activity centre on the 
Isle of Arran. 

class home cooked nutritional and varied delicious meals 
for our guests and staff.
All-round catering skills, staff management, organisation 
and communication skills are essential requirements for 
this role.
The role will allow you to increase your responsibility and 
skills without taking sole charge of the catering operation. 
For the full job description or to apply please email 
emma.hicks@pgl.co.uk. Closing date: 7th February 2014.

CARER WANTED
Part time personal carer required for 
elderly couple in Southend of Island.

2 hours each morning on week on/week off 
basis. PVG check will be required.

Apply to Box Number: 204
Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran, KA27 8AJ

ARRAN VISUAL ARTS
Annual General Meeting

Thursday 6th February at 7.30 pm
in the Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick
Speaker Heather Gough of the Arran 

Theatre and Arts Trust
Refreshments
All Welcome

PRE-SCHOOL REGISTRATION WEEK (27 JANUARY 2014 - 
31 JANUARY 2014 FOR PRE-SCHOOL AND ANTE 

PRE-SCHOOL CHILDREN)

Parents are advised that registration for the Pre-School intake in August 2014 
takes place from 27 January 2014 – 31 January 2014.
Children with dates of birth between 1 March 2010 and 28 February 2012 can be 
registered with Local Authority Early Years establishments or Partner Pre-School 
Centres in North Ayrshire during this time. Please note that birth certificates 
should be produced at the time of registration.
Please note that North Ayrshire Council operates an Admissions Policy which 
clearly describes priorities.

Increased Entitlement
From August 2014 access to Free Early Learning and Childcare will increase from 
the current 475 hours to 600 hours per year. Parents will be given information 
on how this will be delivered in each centre at registration time.
All Local Authority Early Years provision and current Partner Pre-School Centres 
in Arran are listed below and parents are requested to contact the establishment 
of their choice to confirm the most suitable time to register.

LOCAL AUTHORITY EARLY YEARS CLASSES 
AND EARLY YEARS CENTRES

Corrie Primary & Early Years Class, Corrie, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8JP
Tel: 01770 810244
Kilmory Primary & Early Years Class, Kilmory, Isle of Arran KA27 8PQ
Tel: 01770 870262
Lamlash Primary & Early Years Class, MacKelvie Road, Lamlash, Isle of Arran KA27 8NP
Tel: 01770 600527
Shiskine Primary & Early Years Class, Shiskine, Isle of Arran KA27 8EP
Tel: 01770 860207

PARTNER PRE-SCHOOL CENTRES
Brodick Nursery, Brodick Public Hall, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8DL
Tel: 07903 775898
(Brodick Nursery is open from 9.30 am – 12.00 pm or the nursery can be 
contacted on the above number for registrations)

Elma Murray
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE

WANTED
Long let for mature couple 

working on Arran.
Looking for 2-3 bedroom accommodation 
which is part furnished. We are both non-

smokers and have no pets.

Tel: 07854 482166

Arran Dairies Ltd

Arran Dairies are currently hoping to recruit the following positions 

to complement our busy team based in Brodick. No experience is 

necessary, as full training will be given. However we do need hard 

working people with a good attitude if they want to be part of 

our team.

Production Driver

Written enquiries including your current CV should be sent to:

Greg McCrae

Arran Dairies Ltd, Market Road, Brodick

greg@taste-of-arran.co.uk   Tel 01770 302374

We are looking for someone 

to join our production 

team manufacturing award 

winning ice cream and milk 

products. This is a responsible 

and rewarding position. 

Our drivers are our front 

line staff and we need another 

one. You would need to 

have a clean driving license, 

knowledge of Arran and a 

great attitude to customer care.

ARRAN BRASS AGM
7pm, Weds. 12th February

Whiting Bay Hall
ALL WELCOME

FEBRUARY ISSUE 
OUT NOW

Golfer Catriona Matthew on her beloved 
North Berwick
Jim Naughtie on life as a broadcasting icon
Unbeatable venison recipes
The secret world of Scotland’s basking sharks
Orkney’s dawn patrol - a wildfowling 
expedition
Loes Knopper hoofs it for horses

wedding planner 
special issue

25pages

INSIDE
20 pages 

of Scotland’s 
top independent 

schools

WIN
A LUXURY 2 

NIGHT BREAK
IN EDINBURGH



PAINTER AND DECORATOR

TREES

Tree & hedge cutting and clearing

Brush Cutting and strimming.

All types of fencing

Call Jamie McKinnon: 

01770 810 222 or 07760 247201

COMPUTING SERVICES FURNITURE RESTORATION

UNDER

£30
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED
ITEMS INTO CASH!

ARRAN BANNER CLASSIFIEDS

The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ
Tel: 01770 302142  Fax: 01770 302021

Email adverts@arranbanner.co.uk     www.arranbanner.co.uk

Simply complete the 
form and return to the 

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE TUESDAY 4.00pm
NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE

ITEM...........................................................................................................................
DESCRIPTION...........................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................
PRICE .............................................TELEPHONE .....................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of advertisements 
in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and the Advertiser 
on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space 
therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ order 
by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing deadline, 
failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the 
advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute 
or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled 
in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial failure 
(however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement 
is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the 
advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, 
refund or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from 
the advertisement.

shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund 
of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose 
or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that 
in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or 
other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising 
from the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in 
accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising 
Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All advertising 
on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or as 
otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment 
interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In 
addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late 
payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional invoice 
for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

Drive Times

JOHN DIVINE
FURNITURE, 

RESTORATION & REPAIR
FRENCH POLISHING

UPHOLSTERY
Blackwaterfoot – 

Isle Of Arran
Telephone:

01770 860878
Mobile

07733 738127
Email: john@

thornybankwoodcraft.co.uk

Standard and Made-to-measure Pressure 
Treated Heavy Duty Timber, Sheds and 

Garages.

Sawn Pressure Treated Timber in most 
sizes and lengths, Fencing Stobs & Posts

Garden Gates, Field Gates, Tool Stores, 
Coal Bunkers, Fence Panels & Trellising

Firewood, Kindling, Sawdust and Bark 
Chippings.

Cladach Sawmill
Brodick. Tel/Fax: 01770 302471

Mobile: 07803 625248

SAWMILL
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Incidentals 
Arran

Happy computers on 
Arran since 1983

Bill Stewart
T. 830343

OVER £30
Lapsteel Guitar. Tutor books,
cover & steel £110 tel:850577
Strider ST5D top of the range
mobility scooter with battery
charger bought new Feb 2013
RRP £3995 Sell for £1500 ono
Call: 07845 610025

UNDER £30
Kirkdale Kensington 2 seater
sofa, green and gold Good con-
dition Tel: 700275

WANTED
Any old, unwanted caravan
in any condition Tel: 07825
087422
Futon/futon mattress Tel:07825
087422

£600 o.n.o.

Bright blue; very low miles for year 24500; mechanically excellent condition; 
new rear suspension, front wishbones and discs; new spare tyre. Taxed and 

MoT to end of May.
Ideal first car, shopping trolley or run about.

Telephone: 01770 810249

FORD KA 2001
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CHURCH NOTICES

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

(in full communion with the
Church of England)

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay.
Sunday 26th January

Holy Communion, 11.30.
Mr John Roberts.

Coffee after service.
PLEASE NOTE LATER TIME.

ALL WELCOME

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza,
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but working
together
Minister:

Rev Angus Adamson
Parish assistant:
Mrs Jean Hunter

Worship will be conducted in
the above churches at the
following times to which

all are invited.
Sunday 26th January

Brodick Church, 10.30am,
Morning Worship

Corrie Church, 12noon,
Morning Worship.

A Service of Worship will also
be held in Montrose House

at 1.30pm
Lochranza and Pirnmill

Churches, 10.15am,
Morning Worship at

Lochranza.
Shiskine Church, 12noon,

Morning Worship.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share”

Sunday 26th January
Kilmory 10am

Lamlash 11.30 am
Both Churches:

Mrs Sharon Macleod
All welcome, including
families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

WHITING BAY AND
 KILDONAN

 CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
(Charity Number: SC014005)

Sunday 26th January
Worship will be conducted

by the minister, Rev Elizabeth
Watson, at 10.30am.

Tea and coffee will be served
in the Transept after the service.

There will also be the
opportunity to look at Traidcraft
goods on sale in the Transept.

All most welcome.

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Sunday morning masses 11am

ARRAN BAPTIST CHURCH
Minister: Rev Vince Jennings

Sunday 26th January 
11 a.m. Morning Worship
in The Ormidale Sports

Pavilion, Brodick
Tea & coffee after the service.

Wednesday at 7.30 p.m.
Home Fellowship Group

for Bible Study and Prayer.
Contact phone no. 600222.
Everyone warmly invited.

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

Sunday 26th January 
Shiskine 11am (Church on road

between Blackwaterfoot and
Machrie)

Brodick 7pm (Church behind

Mr Duncan Murchison

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND
(continuing)

Sunday 26th January
Morning Service 11am
Trust Housing Lounge
Glen Estate, Brodick

Evening Service 6.30 pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick

Wednesday 29th January 
Prayer Meeting 7pm

5 Glen Road, Brodick
All welcome

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS, QUAKERS

Quakers meet every Sunday at
11am. For meeting venue ring

– 830622, 820223

SALVATION ARMY
House Group/Bible Study

Mondays 2.30pm.
If you are interested in joining
us please ring 810251 for more

information.

Shiskine Golf Club
The ladies 18-hole medal was
held on Thursday 16 January,
12 played, CSS 70.
1 and scratch Kema Genda
85 - 12 = 73, 2 Liz Kerr
90 - 16 = 74 (BIH), 3 Viv Parks
91 - 17 = 74

The Gents Ryder Cup was
played  on Sunday 19 Janu-

out on the links, nice to see so
-

cial mention for young Jack
McNally, super to see him out
playing and helping to get a
point for his team.

Nearest the pins, at the 4th
Ian Murchie and at the 10th
Jamie McKechnie.

Shiskine beat Torbeg 3
to 1 while Blackwaterfoot
and Kilpatrick halved their
match.

Table after one game with
Shiskine getting the bonus
point for most holes won.

Shiskine 4, Blackwaterfoot
2, Kilpatrick 2, Torbeg 1.

Fixtures: Sunday 26 Janu-
ary Gents Ryder Cup.

Brodick Golf Club
Wednesday 15 January. Eight
played on a day that turned

-
ing. 1 B Allison 87-22=65
bih, 2 D Robertson 78-13=65.
There were three magic twos
by D Robertson, C O’Neill
and J Dick.

Sunday 19 January Clochen-
dichter Round 4. Knowe beat
The Street 14 pts to 2, Village
beat Alma 9 pts to 7.  Updated
League Table. Knowe 31 pts,
Village 22 pts Alma 15 pts,
The Street 12 pts.

Fixtures: Sunday 26 Janu-
ary  Brandon and Winter
Cup. Class draws at 9am and
12noon. Sunday 2 February
Sweep Open draws at 9am
and 12noon.

Lamlash Golf Club 
Thursday 16 January Yellow
Medal. 1 Ian Bremner 65 - 6
= 59[BIH], 2 Jim Young 71 -
12 = 59.

Magic two Adam Burke at
the16th.

Sunday 19 January Glen-
burn Cup. 1 Ian Bremner 66
- 6 = 59, 2 Raymond Burke
74 - 11 = 63. Best Scratch -
Ian Bremner 66. Magic twos  
Raymond Burke at the 16th,
Graeme Andrew at the 16th,
Todd Jameson at the 17th.

Fixtures: Sunday 26 January
Winter Stableford [counting

round]. Thursday 30 January
Yellow Medal 11am ballot.

Whiting Bay Golf Club
Sunday 19 January. 10 played
in the Sunday sweep from the
yellow tees with scoring very
tidy indeed. 1 Nicol Auld (3)
57, 2 Jamie MacPherson (5)
60 acb, 3 Ronnie Mann (11)
60.
Nicol  won scratch with
60 and there were mag-
ic twos from Nicol Auld,
Jamie MacPherson and Mal-
colm Pennycott.

Fixtures: Sunday 26 Janu-
ary, sweep from yellow tees.

Corrie Golf Club
Winter Cup Saturday 11 Janu-
ary. 1 E McKinnon 57-1=58,
2 S Beardsley 67-7=60, 3
A Napier 66-5=61. Scratch
Euan McKinnon 57 - routine
from Big Euan back in 27.
Magic twos S Beards-
ley(3), E McKinnon(2),
A Smith, A MacDonald,
A Napier, H McKinnon
Monday Cup 13 January. 1
J McConnachie 62-1=61,
2 A Burke 71-9=62. Magic
twos A Burke, A MacDon-
ald, J McConnachie, J Adams
Monday Cup 20 January. 1
D Price 74-11=63, 2 A Mac
Donald 72-8=64, 3 J Adams
69-4=65(BIH). Magic two A
MacDonald.

Machrie Bay Golf Club
Tuesday 14 January Winter
Cup. 1 Campbell Laing 63, 2
Fiona Scott 66 bih, 3 David
Wilkinson 66. Scratch Brian
Sherwood 74.
Magic two Alastair Mac-

Donald.
Winner of the twos compe-

tition was Brian Sherwood
with 32 pts, 2 Campbell La-
ing 21pts, 3 Alastair Mac-
Donald 10pts.
Money raised for charity

was £400.
Fixtures: Tuesday 28 Janu-

ary Winter Cup tee off
12noon. Saturday 1 Febru-
ary Lochranza Hotel Cup.
Freebie Final is cancelled and
will be played on Saturday
8 February tee off 12noon.

Arran Golfers Association
Arran Golfers Association
Winter League/Duncan Tro-
phy 2013-2014. 4th Round at
Shiskine Golf Club on Sun-
day 2 February.

Draw: Shiskine v Brodick
at 8.30am, Corrie v Lamlash
at 9.20am, Whiting Bay v
Machrie Bay at 11.50am

After three rounds Whiting
Bay are on top undefeated
with 6 points, second place
is Corrie on 5 points, next
Machrie on 3, Shiskine with 2
and lastly Brodick and Lam-
lash with a paltry 1 point.

4th green at Shiskine

4th green at Lamlash.

BANNATYNE - Donald
Sillars (DS)
Peacefully, on Sunday, 19th
January 2014, aged 87 years.  
Beloved husband of the late
Margot and the late Jean,
loving father, grandfather and
brother.  Funeral service at
Queenscliff, Blackwaterfoot
on Saturday 1st February at
11.30am and thereafter to
Clachan Cemetery to which
all family and friends are
respectfully invited.  Family
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Arran Bridge Club results
Here are the latest results from the Arran Bridge Club. Thurs-
day 16 January aggregate points: N/S 1 Tricia Martin and 
Douglas Hamilton, 2 Pat Adamson and Brenda Livingstone, 
3 Elizabeth McKellar and Linda Trickett. E/W 1 Maureen 
Cumming and Jennifer McArthur, 2 Dougie and Margaret 
Bruce, 3 John and Mary Dick.

In Peggy Currie Cup teams event held on Monday 20 January 
the results were: 1  Tricia Martin, Douglas Hamilton, Marga-
ret and Dougie Bruce, 2 John Baraclough, Janette McBride, 
Jennifer Wales and Linda Trickett, 3 Pat Adamson, Elizabeth 
McConnell, Fiona Crawford and Maureen Cumming.

Players fight for the ball on the ground. 20_b04rugby03

Arran keep a clean sheet
in the mud during a rout
in the rain

Arran 34 Lanark 0
Arran secured their second 
win in a row on Saturday to 

league, on a day that was 
more suited to ducks than 
rucks.

Ormidale Park was a quag-
mire because of torrential 
rain but the referee gave the 
go-ahead for an early kick-off 
in atrocious conditions. 

Arran started well with the 
forwards dominant in the set 
piece and open play but de-
spite spending most of the 

22, they could not produce 
-

sion making, too much need-
less kicking and bad han-

dling were all factors causing 

Arran went in at half time 
with only a 7-0 lead, mainly 
because of some schoolboy 
errors from the opposition 

discipline, resulting in 12 
penalties for the visitors.

together in the second half 
with the forwards again boss-
ing play. The backs had now 
decided to join the party with
Picken, Jones and Barbour 
causing mayhem with some 
sniping runs. 

And it was no surprise, as 
the pressure mounted, that af-
ter a good charge down Jones 
went over for a try.

Now Arran came into their 
game, with the backs inter-
linking with the forwards, 
bringing a try for N McMas-
ter and a further brace for 
Jones to secure his hat-trick. 

At the end the result did re-

Thanks must go to the 
hardy souls who turned up 
to support the home team  in 
such bad weather.

Arran will need to raise 
their game another notch for 

Wigtownshire who currently 
sit one place above them in 
the league. Please note there 
are places available on the 
bus for anyone wishing  to 
travel on the 8.20am ferry. A dejected Lanark player as Arran are clapped off at the end of the game. 20_b04rugby06

Arran push forward but the ball spins clear. 20_b04rugby04

Mud, mud, glorious mud
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