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Megan hopes spy series
will launch acting career 

Representatives from Caledo-
nian MacBrayne, the island’s 
ferry operator, attempted to 
appease the ongoing frustra-
tions of the island’s residents 
at a meeting of the Isle of Ar-
ran ferry Committee on Mon-
day night.

The meeting followed one 
of the worst periods of can-
cellations on the Ardrossan 
to Brodick route in recent 
years, which saw many peo-
ple stranded over Christmas-
time.

After weeks of bad weather 
there has been widespread 
frustration that the MV Cal-
edonian Isles no longer sails 
to Gourock when berthing is 
not possible at Ardrossan.

At the meeting CalMac re-
vealed that there were 113 
cancellations on the Ardros-

‘We need to start looking for other 
solutions to alleviate these problems’

- Robert Waine, Isle of Arran Ferry Committee

Ferry
questions
answered
by CalMac

san route in the past three 
months compared to 26 in the 
same period last year - a 12 
per cent increase.

But Guy Dale-Smith, the 
company’s new head of ma-
rine, did call attention to the 
fact that there had been 1,200 
cancellations across the en-
tire network over the festive 
period. He said that gusts of 
up to 97mph were recorded at 
Ardrossan on Christmas Eve 
and that no ferry could have 
sailed in such conditions.

The decision to sail, he said, 
lies with the master of the ship 
who will take into considera-
tion all weather conditions as 
well as the time it would take 

to sail to Gourock and back.
He said that Gourock is no 

longer considered as suitable 
a port of refuge as it once was, 
mainly because of the loss of 
shelter after the demolition of 
the Queens Hotel. 

Also high tides would have 
interfered with berthing at the 
linkspan during the new year 
period.

When faced with the ques-
tion of an alternative port of 
refuge Mr Dale-Smith said 
that there were problems with 
all of the nearest ports with 
the only suitable one being 
Campbeltown.

Troon: draught problems, 
wind speed, swell and no rail 
link.

Fairlie and Largs: no link-
span at either port.

Continued on Page 2

TV.
Megan McGill will be seen in the show M I 

Young actor Megan McGill back home on Arran. 20_b03high01

mainstream acting role aspiring model and 
actress Megan has secured - and it has attract-
ed a whole new fan base for the young star.

‘I have Twitter and Instagram followers 
Continued on Page 2
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8-seater taxis available

Ardrossan Harbour to:

Glasgow Airport
£35.00

Prestwick Airport
£25.00

Return bookings and other 
prices on request.

It pays to advertise in the Arran Banner

Continued from Page 1
Wemyss Bay: too short 

for berthing, impact on serv-
ices to Bute, wind speed.

Greenock: no infrastruc-
ture.

Gourock: lack of shelter, 
draught problems and wind 
speed.

Campbeltown: Good road 
links, sheltered and has fully 
working linkspan.

Robert Waine, chairman 
of the ferry committee, said: 
‘CalMac answered many of 
our questions concisely but 
there are still frustrations 
about the lack of sailings to 
Gourock and the ongoing 
problems at Ardrossan Har-
bour.

‘We need to start looking 
for other solutions to allevi-
ate these problems. 

‘Sadly there is no quick 

continue to put pressure on 
CalMac to make progress as 
soon as possible with new 
vessels as well as ensuring 
that the new pier at Brodick 
is designed to serve the island 
to its full capability.’

Canoe found in 
Lamlash
Following the recent stormy 
weather a canoe has been 
found in Lamlash. 

Please telephone 600790. 

Ferry
questions
answered
by CalMac

Lady J played by Megan, gets a dressing down from school headmaster Mr 
Flatley, played by Chris Stanton, in a scene from the show.

Continued from Page 1
from Australia and all over 
the UK now thanks to my 
part in the show,’ Megan 
said.

M I High is one of the 
UK’s top children’s adven-
ture series and is shown on 
the CBBC channel.

Now in its seventh series 
it started last Monday and 
has 12 episodes to run.

auditions for the show in 
March last year in Edin-
burgh.

Two rounds of auditions 
later in Glasgow and Meg-
an had got the part of pupil 
Lady J.

Although the series is set 
in the English secondary 
school the production was 

Springburn area of Glas-
gow.

It was produced by the in-
dependent production com-
pany Kudos, which also 
produced the spy drama 
Spooks.

Megan, who is 17, told 
The Banner: ‘Filming the 
show was just surreal. I 
have been in plays and stuff 
but none of that prepared 

‘I spent three months from 

west end and getting paid 
-

M I High fans follow 
Megan from Australia

perience and a great way to 
spend the summer.

‘Everybody was brilliant 
and you couldn’t ask for a 
better cast. It was sad when 

-
ing.’

She said that since then, 
the last four months had just 

palpitations.

I’m really nervous now that 
it is on the television.’ she 
added.

Pursue
Megan, who was born in 

Partick in Glasgow, came 

and has lived on the island 
since.

She attended Arran High 
School which she left in 
fourth year to pursue her act-
ing and modelling career.

She has been signed to the 
Colours modelling agency 
for four years and only last 
weekend had a fashion fea-
ture in the Sunday Herald.

-
tional secondary school of St 
Heart’s which acts as a front 
for a highly-trained group of 
teenage spies out to save the 
world.

Megan plays pupil Lady J 
and for the part had to dye 
her hair bright pink, and 
came up with a London ac-
cent to play the part, which 

she thinks helped her through 
the auditions. Megan said: 
‘Lady J is in your face, she’s 

she doesn’t realise she’s be-

all the time, she walks about 
as if she owns the place. 

‘She doesn’t realise that 
everybody is sick of her, but 
she just loves herself and 
thinks she’s the coolest thing 
that’s ever happened to St 
Heart’s.

‘Lady J is secretly posh, 
her real name is Felicity, and 
so she puts on this gangsta, 
bad girl accent. But truly 
she is Felicity but that’s all 
a secret!’

she was younger.  

on M I High Megan has at-
tended the open auditions in 
Glasgow for the new Star 

around the country.
‘I stood for hours and eve-

ryone from M I High was 
there, but I haven’t heard 
anthing.

‘I never thought I’d be an 
actor, but now I will have 
a showreel and my agent is 
talking about a blog.

‘I just hope 2014 is going 
to be my year.’

M I High is on the CBBC 
channel on Mondays at 
5.30pm.
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It pays to advertise in the Arran Banner 

ARDROSSAN
HARBOUR
TO YOUR DESTINATION

Mainland Taxis
07921 998457
01294 463556
Glasgow City Centre £42

Glasgow Airport £35

Prestwick Airport £25

Irvine Central Hospital £14

Crosshouse Hospital £20

Ayr Hospital £32

Troon Harbour £22

Kilmarnock £23

Ayr £28
For other quotes just ask!
Friendly Reliable Service
www.mainland-taxis.co.uk
7 SEATER WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE VEHICLE 
AVAILABLE

A baby otter is being nursed
back to health after she was
separated from her mother
by storms that battered Arran
last weekend.

The six-week-old pup, who
is just 43cm from head to toe,
was found by chance mew-
ing in the garden of a Corrie
resident.

The starving and cold in-
fant is now thriving on a diet
of salmon soup after being
transferred to an animal res-
cue centre in North Ayrshire.

It is just one example of the
disruption caused to wildlife
by the high tides and storms
of recent weeks.

Three seals pups have also
been found high out of the
water around the island try-
ing to seek sanctuary from
the storms. All were safely
returned to the sea.

The otter was found last
Monday after a second high
tide and strong winds lashed
the island bringing more

storms.

Baby otter recovers well after 
being found in Corrie garden

The baby otter cuddles into her teddy bear. 

Corrie will eventually be released back into the wild on 
Arran.  

Corrie resident Rita Salmon
heard the cub’s desperate
cries when she was out at her
car and thought it was a cat.

But on closer examination
she found the otter huddled in
a corner of her front garden.

‘It was tiny and making a lot
of noise, but it stopped mew-
ing whenever I spoke to her,’
she said.

After a good deal of phon-
ing, including a call to her
zoologist son who was in the
Canary Islands, she wrapped
the pup in a towel and took
her into her kitchen where
she was later picked up by
Kate Sampson of the  Ranger
Service.

Transferred
The pup was then handed it

over to wildlife expert Lucy
Wallace who looked after her
until she was transferred by
ferry to the Hessilhead Wild-
life Rescue centre in Beith.

Kate said: ‘The otter was
too young to be out of its
holt. One theory we have is
that the holt may have been

moving her cubs when one
got separated.’

Gay Christie, who owns

the centre, and her team will
look after the youngster, who
has been named Corrie, until
she is around 14 months old
and is released back into the
wild.

Mrs Christie, whose centre
looks after abandoned and or-
phaned animals, believes the
baby otter would have died if
she was left any longer.

‘She was probably separat-

and she lost her mum. With-
out her, Corrie would have
been in a great deal of danger
if she hadn’t been found.

‘She really is tiny.’
Dining on a diet of raw

salmon soup, Corrie settled
well into the centre.

‘She’s settled really well
and is loving her food. She
came with a teddy bear which
doubles as a hot water bottle
so she loves cuddling up to
that for comfort as well.

‘She still loves humans at
this point but we’re hoping
another otter will come to the
centre soon so she can have
someone else to play with.’

Gay added that they’re
hopeful she will be able to
return to her home on Arran
when she’s older in around a
year’s time.

Meanwhile, the seal pups
were found at three different
locations around the island.

McKinnon outside her cottage
at Cosyden Farm in Machrie
and the others at Merkland
Point and at Kings Cross.

Caution
But Kate asked the public

to show caution if they come
across stranded seal pups. ‘It

is advisable to monitor them

best if they can get back into
the sea unaided. Only after

that should people intervene
as the seal pups may be re-
jected by the mother if she is
aware of human contact.’

Traditional
Burns Supper

on Friday 24th January

from 7pm
£19.50 per person

Call 01770 302968
TO BOOK YOUR SEAT

In association with

The Isle of Arran Distillers

ROBERT BURNS MALT

D

I S T I L L E R

S

I S
L E O F

T e l : 0 1 7 7 0 3 0 2 9 6 8

Burns
Supper

BISTRO OPEN EACH EVENING FROM6pm
We cater for all types of

functions, parties, ocCasions

And celebrations, please call

us with your enquiry!

SUNDAY ROAST £9.50
12-3pm each week

PP

OPEN ALL DAY
NEW 2 COURSE BAR MENU £12.50
Quick Bites Coffee & Cake
Cocktails
Wine & Nibbles

What’s On at Kinloch Hotel
Saturday 25th January

Scottish Night with traditional fayre, followed by a quiz
Tickets £20, reserve now on 01770 860 444

Sunday 26th January
The Mackerel Lottery returns 5pm in the public bar

Tickets £1 each
Proceeds to RNLI 

New Year New Game (Play your carps right!)

Saturday 8th February
Shiskine Valley Burns Super

£17.50 per ticket
6.30pm start 

Book now 01770 860 444
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Arran to 
benefit
from free 
insulation help 
Householders on Arran can 

-
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Kenneth Gibson MSP, second right, is pictured with Nick Ferguson, chair of the 
Sustainable Inshore Fisheries Trust (SIFT), Britt Groosman, European director for the 
Environmental Defence Fund’s Ocean Programme and Richard Lochhead MSP, at a 
reception hosted in the Scottish parliament. 
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Delivering a 
thriving river
Clyde marine
ecosystem
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Philippines
benefit
from choir 
fundraiser
The Rowan Singers would
like to thank everyone who

last month.
As a result they have been

able to donate £500 to the
Philippines Disaster Fund.
A spokesman for the choir
said: ‘We have been very
grateful for your support
over the years, and hope that
you will continue to support
us as we go forward as part
of the new all-island choir.’

Around the 
Rurals
Members of Kildonan SWRI
have had a very busy and
eventful December with two
meetings in the month.

the bustling and friendly
atmosphere of The Drift Inn,
Lamlash where excellent
food and company were on
the menu.

Beth Mowatt won the com-
petition for the best wrapped
Christmas present.

On Wednesday 17 Decem-
ber the second meeting took
place with the business being

the fun of making beaded
baubles and being instructed
on how to make a natural
Christmas wreath using rope,
wire and foliage.

On Christmas Eve the
Kildonan children were
entertained with good party
food, fun games, entertain-
ing music and, of course,
the magical arrival of Santa
bearing gifts for them.

Thank you Santa we look
forward to your visit next
year and a special thanks to
all those who helped to make
this event happen.

The next meeting will
be on Tuesday 21 January
at 7.30pm when we will
be hosting our invitation
evening with the Kilmory
SWRI members.

Trig points - important 
part of Arran’s landscape 

Brian Robertson of Brodick at the trig point on top of Goatfell. 

They stand proudly atop our
highest - and lowest peaks
- but have you ever really
stopped to think about the is-
land’s trig point markers?

There are 17 pillar trigs on
Arran at a combined height of
6,108m.

Torr Righ Mor is the lowest
at 137m and Goatfell is the
highest at 874m.

The trig at Goatfell was
built in September 1936 cost-
ing 12s 11d - £70 today.

It was last maintained in
October 1978 and after the
Ordnance Survey stopped
maintaining them a voluntary
adoption scheme was brought
in to care for them instead.

Grace and Verner Small
from Brodick looked after

The Sithein trig point at the Sheeans - just one of the 
17 pillars on Arran maintained by Brian.  

the trig at An Tunna, which is
situated near to the top of the
String, for many years.

But today it is Brian Rob-
ertson of Brodick who looks
after them and he insists that
they are an important part of
Arran’s landscape.

Restore
Brian said: ‘I cleaned the

trigs of moss and dirt in 2011
and gave each trig two coats
of white paint in 2012 to re-
store them to their original
condition.’

He added: ‘These markers
are an important part of our
history and I’m more than
happy to keep them main-
tained and in good condi-
tion.’

Trigpoints are the common

name for ‘triangulation pil-
lars’.

These are concrete pillars,
about four feet tall, which
were used by the Ordnance
Survey in order to determine
the exact shape of the coun-
try.

They are generally located
on the highest bit of ground
in the area, so that there is a
direct line of sight from one
to the next.

By sitting a theodolite (an
accurate protractor built into

a telescope) on the top of
the pillar, accurate angles
between pairs of nearby trig-
points could be measured.
This process is called ‘trian-
gulation’.

A major project to map out
the shape of Great Britain be-

gan in 1936 and the network
of triangulation pillars, with
accurately known positions,
led to the excellent OS maps
of today.

For more information about
Arran’s trig points go to www.
trigpointinguk.com.

CHARITY FUNDRAISER
at the Douglas Hotel

Sunday 26th January 2pm

Music from 

CORDON BLEU
in support of

The Valdete Trust
Arran’s own International Charity

Fun Auction, Raffles and Whisky Tasting

Robert Burns Whisky from Arran Distillers Ltd

FUND-RAISING AUCTION
Kilmory Hall

Saturday 25th January at 2pm
Items can be left in the Hall

from 3pm on Friday 24th and 
between 10am - 12pm on 25th

Events coming up in Kilmory Hall
15th February - McKenzie Darts
22nd February - CASINO Night
16th March - 1934 Club 1st Birthday Party

Phone Jean on 01770 870345 for further details

Scottish Night
Saturday 25th January - £20 per person

Nip of whisky on arrival
~~~Haggis Bons Bons drizzled with an Arran Malt Cream Sauce

Traditional Cock a Leekie Soup
Loch Fyne Smoked Salmon Parcels filled with Crayfish Marie Rose

~~~
Chicken Breast Stuffed with Black Pudding wrapped in 

Bacon & Served with Champit Mash
Haggis, Neeps & Tatties served with a Whisky Sauce
Fillet of Scottish Salmon resting on a Seafood Stew

~~~
Kinloch Bakery Millionaire Shortbread Sundae

Bellview Camembert & Torrylinn Cheddar served with Oat-
cakes, Grapes, Celery & Home made Chutney

Traditional Cranachan freshly Whipped Cream Bound with 
Honey, Whisky & Fresh Raspberries

Includes a glass of wine, pint of beer/lager or soft drink
Free entry to our Scottish Quiz in the public bar at 9pm



JOHN
ROBERTSON
& SONS

Blackwaterfoot, Isle of Arran KA27 8EZ
Telephone/Fax: 01770 860243

Mob: 07799640214
Email: john.robertson2@btconnect.com

All types of Joinery & Building Work

ESTIMATES 
FREE Reg. No. S3499

Joiners, Glaziers & Building Contractors

Building Extensions Double Glazing
Alterations Supplier of timber, plywood, 
Fitted Kitchens plasterboard etc
Repairs & Maintenance Timber & UPVC Windows  
Timber Frame Kits & Doors
New builds

Joiners Ltd

FEBRUARY ISSUE 
OUT NOW

Golfer Catriona Matthew on her beloved 
North Berwick
Jim Naughtie on life as a broadcasting icon
Unbeatable venison recipes
The secret world of Scotland’s basking sharks
Orkney’s dawn patrol - a wildfowling 
expedition
Loes Knopper hoofs it for horses

wedding planner 
special issue

25pages

INSIDE
20 pages 

of Scotland’s 
top independent 

schools

WIN
A LUXURY 2 

NIGHT BREAK
IN EDINBURGH
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Are you up for 
a new chal-

l e n g e ?  
Ready to 

try some-
thing a 
little dif-
ferent?  
M a k e 

2014 the 
year that 

you try The 
Rubbish Diet.  

Eco Savvy has 
been putting his 

green thinking cap on and 
he has a few ideas of how 
this year we can turn Ar-
ran into a greener, cleaner 
island.  

Let’s start with trying to-
gether to reduce our rub-
bish and find solutions to 
stop things going into 
landfill. 

If you talk about wasting 

less food, picking up a bar-
gain, saving money on your 
weekly shop or don’t know 
where to go with unwanted 
things that don’t need to go 
to landfill then Eco Savvy 
wants to help. There are 
things everyone on Arran 
can start to do.  

The Rubbish Diet is free 
and open to all residents, 
as Arran becomes the first 
island community to pro-
mote the idea. 

However, this is no ordi-
nary diet. It doesn’t involve 
any form of calorie count-
ing nor do you have to feel 
guilty about that extra slice 
of cake.  

The only thing you need 
to count on this four-week 
diet is the number of bin 
bags you throw away and 
celebrate as you watch your 
bin slim.

Yes, this is not a diet for 
your waist, it’s more of a 
slimming plan for your 
waste. 

The Rubbish Diet takes the 
principles of the reduce, re-
use and recycle mantra and 
transforms them into a four-
week slimming plan that 
guides you through differ-
ent ideas each week.  

Once you’ve identified the 
top five things that fill your 
bin, you can fit the diet to 
your own lifestyle, tailoring 
the advice to eliminate your 
biggest waste bugbears. 

‘Most people who take 
The Rubbish Diet reduce 
their waste by around 50 
per cent,’ said Karen Can-
nard, the creator of the chal-
lenge, who herself decided 
to reduce her family’s waste 
as a new year’s resolution in 
2008. ‘Many others experi-

ence a greater impact, sav-
ing money too.’ 

Karen, who was featured in 
last year’s ITV Tonight docu-
mentary ‘Throwaway Brit-
ain’, added: ‘The family who 
took the challenge for the 
documentary not only re-
duced their landfill waste by 
95 per cent, they also saved 
£40 each month by simply 
avoiding food waste.  

‘It’s even more exciting 
that we now have an island 
rising to the challenge and 
I hope everyone who signs 
up shares their stories with 
us.’ 

To join The Rubbish Diet, 
simply sign up at up www.
therubbishdiet.org.uk.  

Dieters will then receive 
weekly emails featuring 
motivational tips on differ-
ent themes. 

Participation is as little or 
as much as you want – it 
takes just as long to weigh 
yourself as your bin; it’s also 
less depressing and easier 
to reduce. 

Once you’ve started the 
diet there will be questions 
about what to do with 
other unwanted 
items that 
could be up-
cycled. 

Don’t put it in 
the bin, bring 
it to ‘Waste Not 
Want Not’ Eco 
Savvy’s local 

community up-cycle shop. 
Opening soon, it will be 

the last chance saloon for 
your goods before landfill. 

Things that could have a 
new life, ArCaS can’t sell, 
and may be useful to the 
diverse needs of the varied 
Arran residents. 

It might be repaired, re-
used or simply become 
something different. 

Eco Savvy said: ‘I will ex-
plore every possibility of 
reuse for anything, yes any-
thing, before it becomes 
rubbish and any creative 
solutions and craft idea to 
provide affordable options 
for a new use.’ 

As a charity, all profit 
will go into the Arran Eco 
Savvy Community projects 
to further self sufficiency, 
waste reduction and green 
projects on Arran for Ar-
ran.  When you start spring 
cleaning put things aside 
for up-cycle and email Eco 
Savvy so he can give you 
more details of when and 
how to participate or volun-
teer in the shop. 

Arran becomes the 
first island to take 

Reduce, reuse 
and recycle

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/arranbanner

RUBBiSH 

CHALLENGE!

d
ie

tth
e
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The Auchrannie Resort is set
for a bumper year.

High occupancy rates and
strong bookings are expected

year.
A 20-bedroom extension

-

15 jobs and see the peak sum-
mer workforce rise to around
165 this year.

Brodick has reported a hike

-
rent 12 months to March.

-

of main trading company

-
cording to reports this week.

Auchrannie enjoyed a hike
in its occupancy rate in the

from the Arran Trust towards the cost of pro-
ducing the book.

Project

both breeding bird and wintering bird on the

than 700 residents and visitors contributing

-

-
-

a great asset.’

Big profits rise 
as Auchrannie 
gears up for 
bumper year

from about 70 per cent in the

was quoted as saying.
He added that the occupan-

cy rate so far in the current

running as ‘just under 90 per
cent’.

higher than in the 12 months

the boost to trading from a
new revenue management
system.

business to manage its room
stock and pricing much more

-

according to the pattern of in-
coming forward bookings.

Mr Morrison said: ‘When it

they spend in the restaurants

‘It is a win-win situation for

the strength of forward book-

He said: ‘They are very
-

pared with where they were

trading.’
In November the Auchran-

nie acquired the Arran Ad-
venture Company from Ca-

Hastings and is investing in

The resort won the Com-
mitment to the Community

-

Business Awards.

Success of resort goes from 
strength to strength

The committee of the Arran National History Society with the £1,000 cheque from 
the Arran Trust. 

Available to new Plusnet Business customers who sign up to a 24 month contract and take Plusnet Unlimited Business broadband. For customers 
signing up by 13th March 2014 at www.plus.net/business or by quoting promo code “biz6”. If you are located in a low cost area you pay £7.50 a 

20%

60 MITSUBISHI L200 Barbarian, Double Cab Pickup, Manual, Sat Nav, Leather, Met Silver, 44K.........................£13,950
60 MITSUBISHI L200 Warrior, Double Cab Pickup, Manual, E-Pack, Alloys, Black, 25K......................................£13,450
60 MITSUBISHI L200 Warrior, Double Cab Pickup, Manual, E-pack, Alloys, Black, 35k.......................................£12,950
60 MITSUBISHI L200 TROJAN, Double Cab Pickup, Manual, Leather, Alloys, Black, 45K ...................................£11,950
10 MITSUBISHI L200 4 Work, Single Cab Pickup, Manual, 4wd, Truck man Canopy, To Bar, Red, 57k.................£9,750
56 MITSUBISHI L200 4Work, Double Cab Pickup, Manual, CD, Alloy Mountain Top, Met Silver, Choice ......... £6,950
56 MITSUBISHI L200 TROJAN, Double Cab Pickup, Manual, Canopy, CD, Alloys, Black....................................................£5,950
57 MITSUBISHI SHOGUN Sport Trojan, 5 Door Estate, Manual, Leather, E-pack Alloys, Met Grey ...........NO VAT £6,450
10 NISSAN NIVARA, Tekna, Double Cab Pickup, Manual, Sat Nav, Heated Leather, Reverse Camera, Met Blue, 60K..£12,950
58 NISSAN NAVARA OUTLAW dble cab pickup, manual, alloy cover, epack, alloys, black....................................£8,750
05 NISSAN NAVARA D22 DBL CAB PICKUP, Manual, Roll Bars, Tow Bar, Met Silver, 90k miles ..............NO VAT  £5,750
59 TOYOTA HILUX, HL2 Double Cab Pickup. Manual, Canopy, E-Pack, Met Green, 25k ......................................£11,750
09 TOYOTA HILUX, HL2,. Double cab pickup, Manual, E Pack, Air Con, Canopy, Met Green, 45k........................£10,950
08 TOYOTA HILUX Invincible, 3 ltr, Double Cab Pickup, Manual, Sat Nav, Canopy, Good Rich Tyres, Black .........£10,750
11 FORD RANGER, Single Cab Pickup, 4WD, Manual, Truckman Canopy, 3 Ton Tow, Black.................................£9,950
08 MAZDA BT 50. Double Cab  Pickup, Manual, Epack, Alloys, Towbar, Met Grey, 60K ........................................£8,950
11 FORD TRANSIT 350 115 TDCi, 15 Seater Minibus, 6 speed, Epack, White ....................................................£10,750
60 FORD TRANSIT 350 115, LWB, Semi High Van, 6 Speed, E Pack, White..........................................................£7,950
10 FORD TRANSIT 350 115 HD, LWB, Hitop Van, 6 Speed, SLD, E-Pack, Ply Lined, White ..................................£6,950
09 FORD TRANSIT 260, SWB, Semi Hightop Van, 115HP, CD Player, SLD, Blue, 10k............................................£8,250
09 FORD TRANSIT 350, LWB, High Top Van, Rear Fitted Workshop, SLD, Red, 80K.............................................£7,950
58 FORD TRANSIT 260 SWB Crew Van, 6seats, E Pack, CD, SLD, White .............................................................£5,950 
58 FORD TRANSIT 350 LWB crew Van 115hp, 6 speed, Epack, 6seats, White .....................................................£6,850
57 FORD TRANSIT 350, MWB, Drop Side Tripper, Manual, Towbar, CD Player, White 60K ....................................£7,950
07 FORD TRANSIT 350 TDCi Crew Cab Tipper, One Stop, Removable cage sides, White......................................£7,750
05 FORD TRANSIT 350, LWB, Hi Top Jumbo Van, 115 HP, Twin rear wheels, White.................................NO VAT £5,250
08 FORD TRANSIT 260, SWB, Semi High Top Van, SLD, Rear Fitted Workshop, Red............................................£4,950
60 MERCEDES SPRINTER 313 CDi, LWB, Panel Van, 6 Speed, SLD, EPack, White ..............................................£9,450
06 MERCEDES SPRINTER 311 CDi, MWB, 4x4 Van, Manual, SLD, Rear Fitted Workshop, White .........................£8,950
59 VW TRANSPORTER 4 MOTION, Combi Van 2.5 TDI 130, 4WD, 5 seater, Twin SLD, White.............................£9,950
58 VW CRAFTER, CR50 TDI Crew Cab Pickup, 5 Tonne gross, Green , 42K .........................................................£8,950
08 VW TRANSPORTER, SWB, Minibus, Manual, Twin SLD, Full Wheel Chair Access, Met Silver, 50k.................£10,950
09 CITREON DISPATCH, HDI L1 Van, E Pack, White, 66K......................................................................................£5,750
10 VAUXHALL COMBO, CTDI Van, SLD, White, 35K...................................................................................No Vat £5,450
09 VAUXHALL MOVANO 3500, MWB, Semi High Top Van, 6 Speed, Manual, SLD, Blue ......................................£5,750
10 KAWASAKI 600 MULE  Drop Side Tipper Body, Mauser cab, Towbar, Red, 1200 HRS, Choice........................£4,250
60 RENAULT KANGOO ML19DCi, SWB, Van, Manual, SLD, Sat Nav, CD, White, NO VAT. .....................................£4,950



press policy
WE AT The Arran Banner do our utmost to make sure that all our reports 
are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on occasion, mistakes 
can occur in the hectic process of producing a local newspaper.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in print. 
The 

Arran Banner, Brodick, Arran giving your day-time telephone number 
where possible. 

This statement of policy will appear on this page every week along with 

The Arran Banner adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s Code 
of Conduct.  The views expressed in The Arran Banner are not necessarily 
those of the The Oban Times Group.

your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 
words in length for publication on this page. The 
editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses 
must be supplied, including on e-mails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime telephone number is also 
required for verification. Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact telephone number will not 
be printed. Please write or fax to: Letters Page, The 
Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran. 
E-mail editor@arranbanner.co.uk

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Arran
Deliveries
Glasgow Depot
Arran Deliveries
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow G14 OHB

Arran Deliveries
The Parcel Point
Harbour Road, 
Ardrossan
North Ayrshire 
KA22 8BZ

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
Daily collection throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and surrounding districts

Tel: 01475 676 255
Fax: 01294 469 492

Open Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm
Accepting goods destined 
for the island

We deliver the goods
not excuses
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A long history of delays

‘Those who live on the level of the Spirit have the spiritual 
outlook, and that is life and peace.’ (Romans 8:6)

Love her or loathe her the MV Caledonian Isles has been 
Arran’s ferry for more than 20 years now.

It is interesting to look back through the archives of The 
Arran Banner to see that from the very beginning the ‘Ca-
lamity Isles’ (as many now affectionately refer to her) has 
never really been suited to the Ardrossan-Brodick route. 

Will she? Won’t she? - that was the headline just three 
weeks into the Cally Isles service on Arran back in 1993. 

There had been a great deal of debate on the island in the 
months leading up to her launch about whether she’d be 
able to deal with the weather conditions at both Brodick 
and Ardrossan. From the earliest design stages CalMac 
had insisted that extra power at both her bow and stern 
would make her easier to handle when entering port.

But the doubters eagerly awaited the start of the bad 
weather and sure enough, these bow thrusters proved al-
most useless in windy weather conditions. 

In September 1993, less than a month after she arrived 
on the route, she was unable to berth at Ardrossan in pret-
ty mild weather conditions (according to the editor of The 
Banner at the time!)

In fact the same edition reported that the next day she 
was unable to berth at Brodick and returned to Ardrossan 
with all of her passengers on board.

It is rare these days for her not to be able to berth in 
Brodick. In fact during the recent festive season I’m sure 
many of us got sick of the sight of her bound to the pier 
by her storm ropes.

to be a huge problem to her and bow thrusters haven’t 
helped in any way.

Of course ferry disruptions are not a new thing. In the 
late 1980s the MV Isle of Arran often struggled to get 
into Ardrossan but on those days she always sailed to the 
relief port of Gourock.

And the Cally Isles has had a long history of delays - the 
pages of The Banner are full of stories of her being storm 
bound for whole days at a time in Ardrossan.

but it is encouraging to see that the Ferry Committee is-

winter months.

Gobbledy gook 
Sir, 
It only took me 30 years to get 
round to writing to The Ban-
ner and unfortunately I’d left 
it too late to be included in 
the edition I aimed for, how-
ever, when it was published it 
joined many more letters on 
the same theme, our ferry.

I’ll say no more on the dis-
ruptions leading up to Christ-
mas and the New Year just a 
brief comment on the CalMac 
spokesman’s statement on the 
front page of last week’s is-
sue: gobbledy gook.

If anyone reads the Twenty 
Years Ago section they’ll 
have noticed that the ‘Ca-
lamity Isles’ had sailed to 
Gourock then which leads 
me to the themes of my cur-
rent letter.  We have now had 
two ‘purpose built’ ferries in 
the 30 years I have lived on 
Arran, the current incumbent 
and the good old faithful Isle 
of Arran.   This winter has 
proven that the Cally Isles is 

my neck out here and say ‘too 
much wind draft’.

For the uninitiated it’s basi-
cally too much out the water 
and not enough in the water 
so the boat is blown about a 
bit. (I’m allowed to say boat 
because I used to be a sailor.)
The good old MV Isle of Ar-
ran was as perfect a boat for 
our service as we could get 
at the time of her build, her 
main failing was lack of pow-
er from her main engines, 
yes able to supply power to 
maintain her schedule and 
standard manoeuvring condi-
tions but sadly lacking when 
it came to manoeuvring in ex-
treme conditions.

I was told at the time, by 
a now long dead and trust-
ed friend and ex-CalMac 
employee, that because of 
cost restraints her engines 
were physically reduced in 
size hence reducing the rated 
power output. What’s all this 
about, you may ask? What we 
require is two ferries akin to 
the MV Isle of Arran in size 
but with engines, bow and 
stern thrusters suitably pow-
ered to enable them to safely 

(entering Ardrossan Harbour) 
in anything more than a zeph-

yr (thanks Lindsay).
I have probably taken up 

more than my allotted column
inches so I’ll say no more on 
the matter and leave it up to 
the naval architects, dare I 
mention SWATH!

Yours, 
John Lawson
Cairngorm
Catacol

Ferry interesting
Sir, 
No one can control the ele-
ments but at the merest hint 

-
cast the MV Caledonian 
Isles skulks alongside at 
Brodick, resulting in a miser-
able Christmas for many with 
loved ones stranded, business 
lost and holidays foreshort-
ened or cancelled altogether.  

The company could not 
even be bothered to put on a 
good will sailing during the 
excellent weather on Christ-
mas Day. However, during 
similar weather forecasts the 
Master of the Clansman stoi-
cally sails his vessel to, and 
berths at, Gourock.  Perhaps 
it is not just a change of ves-
sel that is needed.

Meanwhile the Ferry Com-
mittee meets to discuss the 
above events.

Could someone please ex-
plain what an un-elected, 
self appointed group with 
no statutory powers hopes to 
achieve?

Yours, 
P W Yates

North Yorkshire 

Congratulations
Sir,
Just a note to congratulate the 
captain and crew of the MV 
Clansman, along with other 
CalMac employees, for en-
suring that the Arran service 
has continued to run, despite 
the stormy weather, since this 
ferry took over as relief ves-
sel on Thursday 2 January.
It has been heartening to 

see a real ‘can do’ approach, 
enabling the ferry to divert 
to Gourock, when Ardrossan 
Harbour has proved too dif-

Until a long term solution is 
made to make the mainland 
port of Ardrossan more ‘ship 
friendly’ in adverse weather, 

this approach must be main-
tained.

I know that passengers 
are delighted to current-
ly have a service which 
doesn’t tie up as soon as 
the wind strength increases.
I do hope that when MV Cal-
edonian Isles returns to the 
route, after her overhaul, the 
service continues to divert to 
Gourock, if necessary, during 
adverse weather and that we 
don’t see a return to the ‘tie 
up and wait and see’ approach 
(often followed by complete 
cancellation) which has sadly 
plagued this route in recent 
years.

Yours,
John Kerr
Erskine

Pot holes - wow! 
Sir, 
I have just spent a stormy 
week on Arran - most of 
which was very enjoyable - 
the view of the high seas be-
ing most spectacular.
The downside was again the 

potholes.
Driving round the island 

and enjoying the views you 
were inevitably bounced 
every few minutes by these 
craters. Even where the roads 
were tarred and smooth the 
amount of water (even given 
the atrocious weather) pour-
ing down the roads would 
I think create in the future 
more potholes. 

In the olden days (1970s 
and 1980s) the council em-
ployed road workers to clear 
the ditches, letting the water 
pour off the road into these. 

I do know that now we have 
more cars and more buses on 
Arran which is great for the 
tourist industry but surely 
the council could keep up 
with the times and repair the 
roads to a safe level after all 
we have the technology and 
hopefully the manpower to 
work to a safer and smoother 
island!

Yours,

Inchinnan
Renfrewshire 

Getting the pier 
right
Sir, 

With regard to recent letters 

in the Arran Banner high-
lighting the following points: 
Foot passengers having to use 
stairs both to and from the 
ferry; separation of pedestri-

-
tance from terminal building 
to ferry.

If the linkspan was posi-
tioned at the eastern berth 
rather than as shown on the 
inner (western) one, it would 
avoid the ‘crossover’ of foot 
passengers and vehicular traf-

walkway would be eliminated 
and foot passengers could ac-
cess the ferry from pier level 
as at present.

A single storey terminal 
building could then be posi-
tioned at the seaward side of 
the area nearer to the ferry 
with a covered ramped walk-
way to give access to the ferry 
gangway. 

Foot passenger access to 
and from Brodick waterfront 
could then be by a shoreside 
walkway along the route 
shown for vehicular access. 

The vehicle marshalling 
area would require to be set 
to the landward side, with an 
entry point from market road 
near to that shown for the 
parking area.

Linkspan access/exit for 

the east of the site. 
A rock breakwater set some 

way to the east of the ferry 
berth would probably be re-
quired to give shelter from an 
easterly swell.

 I appreciate that there would 
be substantial outlay in creat-
ing a breakwater (some of the 
material could be taken from 
the existing link span ap-
proach) but it would also be 
a much less costly (and con-
venient) terminal building. 

Whatever scheme is adopt-
ed, it will be with us for a 
long time – it is better to get it 
right while it is still on paper.

Yours, 

Lochranza

Follow us on 

facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbanner
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New service is
music to the ears
of library users

An Arran cheesemaker is try-
ing to come up with a low fat 
soft cheese, which would be 

Calum Chaplin of the Bel-
levue Cheese Company sees 
the development as the next 
step in the continuing pro-

The Blackwaterfoot cream-
ery has been experimenting 
for some time with semi-
skimmed milk to make a re-
duced fat Arran Blue and Ar-

And Calum is unaware of 
any other company making 

‘It is exciting because this 

But we want something we 
can work with but we don’t 

‘It takes us a long time to 
perfect a new product given 
our limited production fa-
cilities but we hope to have 
something ready by the sum-
mer for tasting if not yet pro-

The new plans have emerged 
as the company’s leading 
cheese Arran Blue picked 
up another top international 

The cheese picked up a 
World Cheese Awards Silver 

Music fans on Arran can 
now access millions of songs 
across a huge array of genres 
using their libraries’ exciting 

North Ayrshire Council 
has already embraced online 
technology with the success-
ful introduction of its eBook 
borrowing service over the 
last two years – allowing 
thousands of people to down-
load eBooks to their PC, tab-

While the main focus is still 
still on books – both digital 
and print - they have stocked 

Great opportunity
Provost Joan Sturgeon, who 

-
tiative, said: ‘This is a great 
opportunity to listen to your 

fan of Adele and all things 
’60s and have been impressed 
by the range and quality of 

Councillor Alan Hill, cabi-
net member for community 
and culture, said: ‘This is 

fantastic new service demon-
strates the value of embracing 

‘Of course, eBooks and 
mp3s are not replacements for 
physical books and records 
and these will continue to be 

‘However, we want to en-
courage younger generations 
to use the libraries and have 
to move with the times to do 

a point where some younger 
people will have never lis-
tened to a CD, just as many 
people have never listened to 

Anyone over the age of 12 
years can get access to the li-
brary’s Freegal music service 
– all you need is your library 
card number and internet ac-

-
dex and enter your library 

Library members can down-
load three tracks or two music 
videos per week – absolutely 

Another award 
for Arran Blue as 
creamery looks at 
low fat varieties

Willie McNally turns the cheese in

Dair
20_b03

Medal at the recent event in 
Birmingham where a second 
Arran creamery at Torrylinn 
picked up a gold award for 
its extra mature cheddar, as 
previously reported in The 

It follows the world gold 
medal Bellevue picked up in 

Dairy manager Calum said: 
‘It is nice to get recognition 
when you are operating on as 

don’t make anything specially 
for the awards as other manu-
facturers do, but whatever we 

Bellevue Creamery operates 
out of a converted milk shed 
at Bellevue Farm with just 
Calum and part-time dairy 

Originally from Kirkcud-
bright he has run the creamery 
for six years after returning to 
Arran where he was brought 

Along with Arran Blue they 
produce Arran Camembert 
and Arran Mist, a triple cream 

Making the cheese is ex-
tremely labour intensive and 
the only piece of machinery 

All of the milk used is from 
Arran’s three dairy herds and 

out of 100 gallons of milk 
the creamery gets just 10 per 
cent cheese leaving the whey 

A few days after it is made 
it is put in a brine solution 
for a secret length of time be-
fore each cheese is pierced 40 
times and put in the maturing 
room where the cultures and 
mould, already in the Blue 
cheese, develop for about a 
month as the cheeses are reg-

A sample of each cheese 
batch is sent to a laboratory in 
Bellshill and will only leave 
the factory when given the all 

It then goes into the chilled 
room for six to eight weeks 
and is then packaged and 

Bellevue cheese is distrib-
uted all over Scotland and 
the North East of England by 
Kilmarnock-based Braehead 
Foods and Crest and is also 
available at farmers markets 

Calum said the co-operative 
approach of the Taste of Ar-

small food producers on the 

He will be attending the 
Scottish Speciality Food 

Show at the SECC in Glas-
gow next week where Taste 

‘I was there last year and it 
is important to catch up with 
customers and get their feed-
back on the past year,’ Calum 

He also has a meeting with 
a delegation of Italian whole-

Calum is also keen to attract 
more business customers to 
the island and provide them 
with a showcase package of 
Arran products with a visits 
to companies and tastings in 

‘We will look at any oppor-
tunity to expand the market 

‘It is nice to get recognition’

ORMIDALE FOOD
AND CRAFT MARKET

Fortnightly Tuesdays
Jan 21st, Feb 4th and 18th,

March 4th and 18th onwards
Local meat inc pork, beef and lamb. Fruit

and veg, Torrylinn cheese and homebaking.
Local crafts

genpil07@hotmail.com for enquiries

FEBRUARY ISSUE 
OUT NOW

INSIDE
20 pages 

of Scotland’s 
top independent 

schools

WIN
A LUXURY 2 

NIGHT BREAK
IN EDINBURGH
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Card delivery
raises £150 for
youth group
The new year got off to a great
start for Arran Youth Founda-
tions as its successful Christ-
mas card delivery scheme
raised more than £150.

Throughout December, the
youngsters who attend the
group delivered any cards
dropped into Bilslands to ad-
dresses in Brodick.

At 30p a card, the kids spent
their evenings delivering hun-
dreds of cards in the build-up
toChristmastoraisetheirtotal.
The charity’s youth work
project manager, Graeme
Johnston, said: ‘This is the
second year running we have
run such an initiative and it
was a roaring success again.

‘Thanks must go to Alistair
and Alison Bilsland, who are
great supporters of the organ-
isation, to everyone who used
the service and to the young
members of AYF themselves
for their hard work, tramp-

ing the streets of the village
in freezing conditions with
only their torches to go by!
‘The money will go towards
the costs of the activities we
deliver. We usually use any
money that the young peo-
ple have raised themselves to
fund the group’s trips to the
mainland during school holi-
days.’

Busy year
This promises to be a busy

year for the group, based in
Brodick church hall. Sessions
run from 4.30 to 6.30pm
on Mondays (cooking) and

and from 7.00-9.00pm on a
Friday (drop-in).

their wood-carving project at
Brodick castle with the help
of Marvin Elliot later in the
year. Everything that AYF
runs is open to all young peo-
ple of high school age.

n the maturing room. 20_b03cheese02

y technician Willie McNally with the award winning Arran Blue and the World Cheese Awards Silver Medal certificate. 
3cheese01 Inset: Manager Calum Chaplin outside the Bellevue Creamery. 20_b03cheese03

Sheltered Housing
Open Day

The Next Chapter of Your Life
Isle of Arran Homes is holding an Open Day at our 
developments at Glen Estate and MacKelvie road.

Saturday 18th January 2014
10am – 12am Glen Estate, Glencloy Road, Brodick

1.00pm – 3pm 31 MacKelvie Road, Lamlash
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‘The Banner on Holiday’ fea-

we continue to be absolutely 

-

on the rain! 

copy of The Banner if you are 

-
-

Katy Clark MP has written 

The MP for the island wrote 

by Cancer Research UK 
-

-

-

Molios Park will be show-
-

hosts an open day at the 

MP calls for action 
on local cancer

-
-

Ms Clark said: ‘Historically 
there has been a track record 

-

-

-
-

Arran
Banner

Newsdesk
01770
302142

The Arran 
Banner 
on holiday

Fantastic incentives
available at St Molios 
Park open day

-

discuss these with you at the 

-

-

-
-

be the preferred partner for 

-

-

can now hold open days and 
show islanders around the 

contact the association’s 

ADVERTORIAL

£6.95 delivery for Hub.
Broadband offer ends 13/03/14 Non-offer price is

BT Sport
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JOINT EASE LOTION

re
ad

er
 o

ffe
r Uses a soothing blend of plant based 

therapeutic essential oils to combat pain and 
stiffness in joints.  Joint Ease is a natural lotion 
that is applied straight to the affected area and 
is absorbed by your skin. The active formula of 
essential oils quickly starts to soothe the pain 
and stiffness associated commonly with arthritis, 
age related issues and other joint problems. 

- Safe to use on all joints
- 100% natural ingredients 
- No harmful chemicals
- Relieves Arthritic pain 
- Simply massage onto joints. 

For more information or to order visit www.moss-grove.co.uk
quote OBANMG at checkout. 

Name ..........................................................................................................................
Address .......................................................................................................................
Postcode...........................Telephone ...........................................................................
Email address .............................................................................................................
I enclose a cheque/postal order made payable to Moss-Grove for the total
amount of £ ...............(Please write your name and address clearly on the back of your cheque)
Or Debit my Visa/Mastercard/Delta/Maestro by £ ........................................................
Card No ......................................................................................................................
Valid from......./....... Expiry date......./....... Issue No....... Signature ..........................

CODE PRICE QTY Total
Joint Ease Lotion £12.50
Joint Ease Lotion-
Buy 2 get one half price £18.75
TOTAL ORDER COST £

Call 01292 679135
quoting OBANMG

Post order form to Moss-Grove 
Natural Products, Offer OBANMG, 
Craiksland, Troon, KA10 7HN

“After using Joint Ease for some months, my knee is better and I can walk quicker. My 
dog is pleased about that”. – Mrs Middleton, Derby.

“I am finding this lotion does ease the pain in my fingers.” -  Mrs Grant, Grangemouth.

Testimonials

Buy one get
another half price!

£12.50 each or
two for £18.75

OBAN MG

The weather in December
was characterised by regular,
sometimes storm force Atlan-
tic fronts sweeping across the
island.  It was mild, wet and
unsettled.

Perhaps one outcome of
this unsettled weather was
the report of a yellow wagtail
on the shore at Kildonan be-
tween Friday 13 and Sunday
15 December.

It was with rock pipit and
pied wagtail feeding on the
invertebrates on the kelp, just
to the east of the Kildonan
Hotel.

The bird gave good close
views and was thought to

breeding plumage.  On Arran,
yellow wagtail is a scarce
passage migrant and the last
record was two on Cleats
Shore on 23 April, 2006.

At this time of year yellow
wagtail should be wintering
in Africa! The strong south-
erly winds may have driven
it north.

Winter visitors were to the
fore including in the Shiskine
Valley 500 greylag geese on
the 3 December, 14 barna-
cle geese on 5th, 16 pink-
footed geese on the 6th and

There were reports of golden-
eye from Port na Lochan on
the 11th and Loch Ranza on
the 21st and the largest group
of wigeon reported in the
month was 25 at Auchenhew
Bay on the 26th.

Other large groups of win-
tering birds included 200
starling at Kilpatrick on 6

Birdnotes
by Jim Cassels

JANUARY

Above: Gardens provided 
a safe refuge for some 
winter visitors including 
a yellowhammer 
photographed by Bob 
Hamilton in Brodick. 

A male brambling was photographed in Shiskine by Keith Thompson. 

Right: The Yellow 
Wagtail is more 

commonly found on the 
African plains among
the Zebra rather than 

Kildonan shore. 

Big Garden 
Birdwatch
Saturday 25 and Sunday 26 January

December, 14 lapwing in
Shiskine on the 7th and 500
woodpigeon at Clachaig on
the 22nd.

There were widespread
reports of snipe and wood-
cock including three Snipe at
Clauchlands on 26 December  
and a woodcock in High Kil-
donan on the 25th.

Gardens provided a safe ref-
uge for some winter visitors
including a yellowhammer in
Lochranza on the 6th and a
photographed male in Brod-
ick on the 28th plus a pho-
tographed male brambling
in Shiskine from the 15th to
19th.

Lesser redpoll
Other garden records includ-

in Bailemargaidh on the 15th,
35 long-tailed tit in Dhunan

Shiskine on the 26th and six
lesser redpoll in High Kildo-
nan on the 29th.

On 26 December there was
a report of a male stonechat
at Clauchlands.

After the two severe winters
of 2009-10 and 2010-11, the
numbers of stonechat winter-
ing on Arran crashed.

I would be particularly in-
terested in receiving any
other winter records of these
birds.

Despite the unsettled weath-
er there were signs of normal
bird activity.

After their autumn absence
for their post-breeding moult,
shelduck returned to the is-

-

cember and then to Clauch-
lands on the 14th.

In addition, there were re-
ports of courting red-breasted
merganser including a number
in Whiting Bay on the 12th.

On 25 December, Meleagris
gallopavo with Oxycoccus
palustris gave a lot of pleas-
ure to a great many people on
the island.

Finally, here is a date for
your diary: the weekend of
Saturday 25 and Sunday 26
January.

That weekend stock up your
bird feeders, spend one hour
of your weekend watching
your garden birds, and note
down the highest number you
see of each bird species.

This is the weekend of the
‘Big Garden Birdwatch’.

Last year nearly half a mil-
lion people throughout the
UK and over thirty on Arran
took part in this valuable ex-
ercise.

For more information or to
get the form, visit the RSPB
website Big Garden Bird-
watch www.rspb.org.uk/
birdwatch/ or phone 01767
680551.

Enjoy your birding.
Please send all sightings  

giving ‘what, when, where’,
to me at Kilpatrick Kennels,
Kilpatrick, Blackwaterfoot,
KA27 8EY, or e mail me at
james.cassels@virgin.net. I
look forward to hearing from
you. For more information on
birding on Arran purchase the
‘Arran Bird Report 2012’ and
visit this website www.arran-
birding.co.uk
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TWENTY
YEARS AGO

Saturday 22 January, 1994

  All clear

-

-

  Housing row

-

Farmers watch with interest at the sale on 21 August 1986 , the first Brodick sale 
following the Chernobyl ban which was finally lifted this week nearly eight years 
later. b03twe01

  Little church

-

 Airstrip plans

The housing plot at Glencloy at the centre of a planning row. b03twe04

Familiar enough on the motorway a Rover 800 series, pictured, has not been seen 
on the island before. On Thursday the traffic car spent a day on the island with 
constables Ted Murray and George Patrick from Kilmarnock giving a noticeable 
police presence, stopping motorists, giving advice and handing out a few 
‘conditional offers’. b03twe02

We all know the ferry can have difficulty berthing when the wind blows. But it is 
perhaps less well known that the ferry captains get a helping hand from colleagues 
at Brodick Pier. Using an anemometer Iain MacDonald climbs up to the highest 
point on the pier where he can read the windspeed in knots, metres per second and 
in the Beaufort Scale. b03twe03



in association with Isle of Arran Brewery
What’s on

www.arranbrewery.com
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to order visit www.scottishcalendars.co.uk
or call 01371 851 868

2014 Calendars
The ideal gift...

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

September 2014

Tobermory, Isle of Mull
Kathy Collins

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30

After a pleasant voyage, we got safely and agreeably into the harbour of Tobermorie, before the wind rose. Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides, James Boswell.

S M T W T F S
      1 2
 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
 24 25 26 27 28 29 30
 31

AUGUST

S M T W T F S
    1 2 3 4
 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
 12 13 14 15 16 17 18
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 26 27 28 29 30 31

OCTOBER
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Oban Times West Highland

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Morar Sands, with Rum and Eigg in the background VK Guy

May 2014

1
2

3
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6
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8
9

10

11
12

13
14

15
16

17

18
19

20
21

22
23

24
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28

29
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31

And when I came to a hill above Toigal I saw lying below me the 
mouth of the Morar River and a large bay of silver sand.In Scotland Again, HV Morton.
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Scottish Field Large

Evening light on Neist Point, Isle of Skye

Barbara Jones

May 2014
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY1 2 36 7 8 9 1013 14 15 16 1720 21 22 23 2427 28 29 30 31

THE PREMIER SCOTTISH CALENDAR

Scottish Field Miniature

Goat Fell from Corrie harbour
Dennis Hardley

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

May 2014
1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31
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   1 2 3 4 5
 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
 13 14 15 16 17 18 19
 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
 27 28 29 30

APRIL

S M T W T F S
 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
 8 9 10 11 12 13 14
 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
 29 30

JUNE
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Arran Banner Isle of Arran

£7.50
inc. worldwide 

postage

£7.50
inc. worldwide 

postage

£7.50
inc. worldwide 

postage

£10.95
inc. worldwide 

postage

www.arranbrewery.com

Everyday
Brodick Castle, Garden Open Daily 9am-Dusk
Arran Brewery Open Mon-Fri 12.30-5pm, Sat 10-5pm Closed Sunday
Arran Brewery tour 2pm

Saturday 18th January
Army Cadets Auchrannie Road 11am –1 pm. 
Over 21s Disco Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Karate Auchrannie Games Hall, 11.30am-12.30pm
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Arran Dancers (4yrs & up) Arran High School, 10am
Junior Football P4s and upwards, Arran High School, 11am-12.30pm
Bill Fleming Quartet Brodick Hall, 1.30pm
Trust Housing Open Day Glen Estate, Brodick, 10-12noon
Trust Housing Open Day MacKelvie Road, Lamlash, 1pm-3pm

Sunday 19th January 
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm-5pm
Cocaine Anonymous (& all other drugs) Ormidale sports pavilion, 2pm – 3.30pm
AA Meeting Brodick Church Hall, 4pm - 6pm
Christian Unity Celebration WBay & Kildonan Church, 12noon

Monday 20th January
Quiz Eden Lodge, Whiting Bay, 8.30pm
Over 50s Badminton Lochranza Village Hall, 2-4pm
Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Citizens Advice Ormidale Pavilion, 9.30-1.30pm
Senior Fitness Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
Table Tennis Corrie Hall, 6.30pm
Aerobics (low impact) Shiskine Hall 6pm
Badminton Auchrannie Sports Hall,7-9pm
Arran Junior Football Club Ormidale Park, 6-7.30pm
Yoga Corrie Village Hall, 11am - 12noon

Lunch club Lamlash Sheltered Housing, 12 noon
Yoga - Arran Kinneil, Lamlash,3-4.30pm

Scottish Country Dancing Beginners & Improvers Corrie Hall, 2-4pm
Bridge Club Lamlash Golf Clubhouse 7pm

Tuesday 21st January
Pop Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Youth Club Kildonan Hall, 7pm
Rotary club Glencloy Suite, Auchrannie, 7.15pm
Streetly Dance pre school Auchrannie Dance Studio, 1.45-2.30pm
Streetly Dancing minis P1-3 Auchrannie Gym Hall, 4-4.45pm
Streetly Dancing Juniors P4-7 Auchrannie Gym Hall, 4.45-5.30pm
Streetly Dancing Seniors Auchrannie Gym Hall, 5.30-6.15pm
Weight Watchers St Molios Church Hall, 6pm
Junior Hockey Club Auchrannie Sports Hall, 6-7pm
Healthy Outdoors NTS Ranger Centre 10am-1pm
Food and craft market Ormidale Pavilion, 11am - 4pm
Winter bowls Auchrannie sports hall, 7pm
SFA Early Touch Football P1-P4s, Arran High School, 6-7pm

Scottish Country Dancing Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm

Wednesday 22nd January
Hockey Auchrannie Games Hall, 6.30-7.30pm
Tae Kwondo Arran High School Kids-6.30-7.30pm Adults-7.30-8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Lamlash Church Hall, 8pm
Arran Brass Rehearsal Brodick Church Hall, 7-9pm
Yogalates Auchrannie Studio, 9.30-10.30am

Music Mayhem Class Parents & Little Ones Auchrannie Dance Studio, 10.45am
Arran Heritage Museum Archives & Genealogy service 10.30-12.30 & 1.30-3.30
RunArran mixed ability Auchrannie car park, 5.30pm
Yoga-Arran Kinneil, Lamlash, 7-8.30pm
Sports Club P4-S2s, Arran High School, 6-7.30pm

Thursday 23rd January
Senior Fitness Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
General Knowledge Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Lochranza Craft Club Lochranza Hall, 2pm
Live music Eden Lodge, Whiting Bay 8.30-11.00pm
Weight Watchers Ormidale Pavilion, 5.30pm
Yoga Corrie Village Hall, 6pm - 7pm

Brodick Embroidery Group Brodick Library, 7.30pm
Winter bowls Auchrannie sports hall, 7pm

Bridge Club Brodick Golf Clubhouse, 7pm
Music & Drama rehearsal Brodick Hall 7.30pm
Lunchbox Ormidale Sports Pavilion, 12.30-2.30pm

Friday 24th January  
Aqua Fizz Auchrannie Hotel Pool, 9.45-10.30am
Yogalates Auchrannie Studio, 9.30-10.30am
Arran Youth Foundations Church Hall, Brodick 7pm-9pm
Lochranza Kids Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6-8pm
Lochranza Adults Badminton Lochranza Hall, 8pm
RunArran Coaching Ormidale Park 9.30am
Active Buggies Ormidale Park, 10am
Arran Ceilidh Dancers Corrie Hall, 8-10pm
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Recruitment

Public Notice

Your text, photos & contact details Own website link Map Rentals
Calendar Availability Facebook Twitter Top Google ranking

BOOST YOUR BOOKINGS

SPECIAL YEAR 1 OFFER - WAS £150 NOW £125.
SUBSEQUENT YEARS £99. NO VAT. Contact Penny Brass on email 

cottagesonarran@gmail.com www.cottagesonarran.co.uk

Property

ARRAN
MEDICAL GROUP

The Lamlash Medical Centre
will be 

Closed
for redecoration 

from Monday 20th 
January

and will re-open on
Thursday 23rd January

During the closure of Lamlash 
Medical Centre appointments 

will be available in Whiting Bay 
and Brodick for the duration of 

the work.

Arran Dairies Ltd

Arran Dairies are currently hoping to recruit the following positions 

to complement our busy team based in Brodick. No experience is 

necessary, as full training will be given. However we do need hard 

working people with a good attitude if they want to be part of 

our team.

Production Driver

Written enquiries including your current CV should be sent to:

Greg McCrae

Arran Dairies Ltd, Market Road, Brodick

greg@taste-of-arran.co.uk   Tel 01770 302374

We are looking for someone 

to join our production 

team manufacturing award 

winning ice cream and milk 

products. This is a responsible 

and rewarding position. 

Our drivers are our front 

line staff and we need another 

one. You would need to 

have a clean driving license, 

knowledge of Arran and a 

great attitude to customer care.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)

(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Applications listed below together with the plans and other documents 
may be examined at Development Planning Services, Cunninghame 
House, Irvine*, between 9am-4.45pm weekdays (4.30pm Fridays) or at 
www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk *and at The Council Offices, Lamlash

Written representations may be made to the Corporate Director (Development & 
Environment) at the above address or emailed to eplanning@north-ayrshire.gov.uk 
by 07.02.14. Any representations received will be open to public view.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 

2013 REGULATION 20(1)
Format: Application No; Address; Proposed Development
13/00711/PP; Bennan View, Kildonan, Brodick, Isle of Arran; Demolition of existing 
dwelling house and replacement with single storey dwelling house.

Elma Murray
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE

Carr Gomm is a national charity and not-for-profit company. The main focus is Supported Living – 
supporting people to lead their lives, access services and achieve their hopes and dreams. 

Carr Gomm is a national charity and not-for-profit company. The main focus is Supported Living – 
supporting people to lead their lives, access services and achieve their hopes and dreams. 



PAINTER AND DECORATOR

TREES

Tree & hedge cutting and clearing

Brush Cutting and strimming.

All types of fencing

Call Jamie McKinnon: 

01770 810 222 or 07760 247201

COMPUTING SERVICES FURNITURE RESTORATION

UNDER

£30
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED
ITEMS INTO CASH!

ARRAN BANNER CLASSIFIEDS

The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ
Tel: 01770 302142  Fax: 01770 302021

Email adverts@arranbanner.co.uk     www.arranbanner.co.uk

Simply complete the 
form and return to the 

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE TUESDAY 4.00pm
NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE

ITEM...........................................................................................................................
DESCRIPTION...........................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................
PRICE .............................................TELEPHONE .....................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of advertisements 
in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and the Advertiser 
on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space 
therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ order 
by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing deadline, 
failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the 
advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute 
or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled 
in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial failure 
(however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement 
is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the 
advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, 
refund or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from 
the advertisement.

shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund 
of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose 
or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that 
in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or 
other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising 
from the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in 
accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising 
Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All advertising 
on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or as 
otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment 
interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In 
addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late 
payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional invoice 
for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

Drive Times

JOHN DIVINE
FURNITURE, 

RESTORATION & REPAIR
FRENCH POLISHING

UPHOLSTERY
Blackwaterfoot – 

Isle Of Arran
Telephone:

01770 860878
Mobile

07733 738127
Email: john@

thornybankwoodcraft.co.uk

Iain
Murchie

Plastering
Taping and Coving
Roughcasting and

 Cement work
Slating and Roof work
Floor and Wall Tiling

01770 600331

Iain
Murchie

Plastering
Taping and Coving
Roughcasting and

 Cement work
Slating and Roof work
Floor and Wall Tiling

01770 600331

PLASTERER
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LOGS

ASTRA LIFE

£1500 o.n.o.

7 years old, 60K miles, 6 months MOT, 
6 months TAX, very economical

Contact Scott - 07825087422 or John 07719942866

WANTED

860742

700369

087422

UNDER £30

066049

OVER £30

FREE TO UPLIFT

CITROEN SAXO 
FORTE 1.1

£650

Taxed til March. MOT July. Low mileage.Very good condition, 
excellent runner. Ideal first car or cheap run around.

Tel: 01770 600571 (after 5pm)

Supplier of Firewood 
Chopped to

Your Required Size

Island Wide Delivery

Ideal For Open Fires or 
That Stove You’ve Just 

Installed

Call Frazer on
07827 777 875 or

302 987(eve)
I’d also like to wish my 

customers a Happy and 
Prosperous New Year

Barran Log 
Supplies
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CHURCH NOTICES

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

(in full communion with the
Church of England)

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay.
Sunday 19th January

The congregation will be
joining in with the Celebration
of Christian Unity in Whiting

Bay and Kildonan Church
(start: 12.00; coffee from 11.15)

ARRAN CHURCHES
TOGETHER

CELEBRATION OF
 CHRISTIAN UNITY
Sunday 19th January

at 12.00 noon in Whiting Bay
and Kildonan Church.

With Arran Brass.
Preacher: Mr Kieran Turner,

Evangelical Alliance.
BE THERE! EVERYBODY IS
MOST WELCOME. COFFEE

WILL BE SERVED FROM
11.15 IN THE CHURCH HALL

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza,
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but working
together
Minister:

Rev Angus Adamson
Parish assistant:
Mrs Jean hunter:

Worship will be conducted in
the above churches at the
following times to which

all are invited.
Sunday 19th January

All-Island Christian Unity
Service, 12noon, in Whiting

Bay Church.
A Service of Worship will also

be held in Montrose House
at 1.30pm

CHUCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share”

Sunday 19th January
Kilmory 10am

Lamlash 11.30 am
Both Churches:

Mr Ian Watt
All welcome, including
families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

WHITING BAY AND
 KILDONAN

 CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
(Charity Number: SC014005)

Sunday 19th January 2014 Ar-
ran Churches Together Celebra-
tion of Christian Unity in Whit-
ing Bay and Kildonan Church
of Scotland at 12noon. Guest

Speaker is Mr Kieran Turner of
The Evangelical Alliance. All
most welcome. (No service at
10.30am.) Tea and coffee will
be served in the Church Hall

from 11.15am.

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Sunday morning masses 11am

ARRAN BAPTIST CHURCH
Minister: Rev Vince Jennings

Sunday 19th January 
11 a.m. Morning Worship
in The Ormidale Sports

Pavilion, Brodick
Tea & coffee after the service.

Wednesday at 7.30 p.m.
Home Fellowship Group

for Bible Study and Prayer.
Contact phone no. 600222.
Everyone warmly invited.

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

Sunday 19th January 
Shiskine 11am (Church on road

between Blackwaterfoot and
Machrie)

Brodick 7pm (Church behind

Rev Ronnie Christie

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND
(continuing)

Sunday19th January
Morning Service 11am
Trust Housing Lounge
Glen Estate, Brodick

Evening Service 6.30 pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick

Wednesday 22nd January 
Prayer Meeting 7pm

5 Glen Road ,Brodick
All welcome

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS

Quakers meet every Sunday at
11am. For meeting venue ring

– 830622, 820223

SALVATION ARMY
House Group/Bible Study.

Mondays 2.30pm.
If you are interested in joining
us please ring 810251 for more

information.

Arran Natural
History
Society

Dr Jim Cassels gave an 
illustrated talk called 
‘Iceland: land of geysers 
and gyrs’. 

A perched gyrfalcon female pale morph. Photo Keith Offord

A gyrfalcon female pale 
morph seen in flight in 
Iceland.
Photo Keith Offord

-
ran Natural History Society
in 2014 took place on Thurs-
day 9 January in the Rangers
Centre at Brodick Country
Park.

Dr Jim Cassels gave an illus-
tratedtalkcalled‘Iceland:land
of geysers and gyrs’, based
on a visit to Iceland in late
June and early July last year.
At that time of year Iceland
is an amazing place, with
spectacular scenery, wild
open spaces in perpetual light
with an astonishing array of

course, birds.
While some of these birds

are familiar to us as win-
ter visitors and passage mi-
grants, on Iceland they breed,
at times in large numbers.
Some of these breeding birds
are found nowhere else in Eu-
rope.

Population
Iceland is about a third big-

ger than Scotland with less
than a 10th of the population
and most of that population is
around the capital Reykjavik.

There were three areas that

Snaefellness, a long peninsula
with a glacier, sea bird cliffs
and off shore islands, then  
Myvatn. (Meeva), a large
freshwater lake to the north,
a fjord and the old whaling

the area around Geyser, a vol-
canically active area. Almost

Iceland:
land of
geysers
and gyrs

immediately they spotted
red-necked phalaropes.

The female of this species is
more colourful than the male
and after courting and egg
laying the male is left to in-
cubate the eggs and bring up
the young while the female
moves on and looks for an-
other partner.

-
rywhere: cow parsley, nootka

arctic willow, dwarf willow,

orchid, common moonwort

alpine bartsia, arctic poppy,  
northern grass of parnas-
sus, Scottish asphodel, water
avens, alpine meadow rue,
one of several cotton grasses,
northern green orchid and the
small white orchid.

Each succeeding day there
was so much to see and hear,
people did not know where to
look.

A pod of Orca or killer
whales, harbour seals, hump-
back whales, white-winged
glaucous gulls, singing red-
wings (a bird familiar to us in

night), as did the aerial drum-
ming of snipe (when did we
last hear that on Arran?).

One evening they drove a
short distance, parked and as
they opened the doors there
was an arctic fox family.

An adult brought in food

and the youngsters played
near the entrance to the den.

Of the birds, those they
spotted included: arctic tern,
arctic skua, golden plover
with their plaintiff calls, stun-
ning breeding black-tailed
godwits, ptarmigan, snow
bunting, fulmar, kittiwake,

Brunnich’s guillemot, shag,

wigeon, teal, red-breasted
merganser, mallard and long-
tailed duck, Barrow’s golden-
eye, tufted duck and scaup,
breeding greylags, and pur-
ple sandpiper, familiar on the
shore of Kildonan in winter,
but here in its breeding terri-
tory.

Hunting this abundance of
wildlife was a top predator,

the gyrfalcon.
These raptors breed on Arc-

tic coasts and the islands of
North America, Europe, and
Asia, and they are the largest
of the falcon species with a
wingspan of more than 130cm
compared to about 100cm for
a large female peregrine.

Female gyrfalcons are big-
ger than the males and can
weigh in at over 4.5lbs.

These birds are longer and
have a bigger wingspan than
buzzards. Jim and Angela
were privileged  to watch a

young.
And then to round it all off,

a red-throated diver with its

and then came back and fed
the sitting bird. A truly magi-
cal moment.

The whole talk recreated a
memorable trip to a wonder-
ful country.

The next outdoor event be-
ing run by the Arran Natural
History Society is a ‘Winter
Shore Saunter’.

This will be an opportunity
to check out the birds on the
shore and on the sea in Whit-
ing Bay in the middle of win-
ter.

People interested in taking
part are asked to meet in the
car park by Glenashdalewa-
terfoot at the south end of
Whiting Bay at 10am on Sun-
day 16 February. Everyone is
welcome.



Arran’s Weekly Newspaper

Sport

The Arran Banner’s circulation is independently audited by the Audit Bureau of Circulations (ABC Ltd) 
- www.abc.org.uk.  The total average weekly net circulation for the 52 issues between 2nd January 2012 and
30th December 2012 for combined print and digital editions was 3,307.
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NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING

Recycled paper made 
up 75.5% of the 

raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004

Arran Bridge Club results
Here are the latest results from the Arran Bridge Club. 
Thursday 9 January aggregate points: N/S 1 Tricia Martin 
and Douglas Hamilton, 2 Jan and John Beattie, 3 Fiona 
Crawford and David Henderson. E/W 1 Dougie and Mar-
garet Bruce, 2 Janie Maclure and Anne McKelvie, 3 Helen 
Boyd and Jean Murchie.
Monday 13 January match points: N/S 1 Tricia Martin 

and Alison Bilsland, 2 Morag Gardner and Brenda Living-
stone, 3 John Baraclough and Janette McBride. E/W 1 John 
and Mary Dick, 2 Eendy McNiven and David Campbell.

Shiskine Golf Club 
Gordon Stewart won the 
Colditz Quaich which was 
eventually played on Sunday 
5 January after being aban-
doned on New Year’s Day 
due to the weather.

Gordon won with a nett 44. 

Lamlash Golf Club 
Thursday 9 January Yellow 
Medal. 1 Alan Winship 74-
13=61, 2 Raymond Burke 73-
11=62 BIH over Jim Young. 
Magic twos Jim Young at the 
7th, Adam Burke at the 7th.

Ladies: Wednesday 8 Janu-
ary, Stableford over 12 holes. 
1 E Sinclair 24, 2 S Murchie 
23, 10 played.

Fixtures: Sunday 19 Janu-
ary Glenburn Cup 9.30am 
and 12noon starts. Thursday 
23 January Yellow Medal 
11am ballot.

Brodick Golf Club
Wednesday 8 January, 11 
played. The course was bat-
tered and bruised but playa-
ble thanks to the efforts of the 
greenkeeping staff and vol-
unteers. 1 J Green 76-19=57, 
2 G Sillars 85-24=61. There 
were three twos J Green (2) 
and J Hartley. Sunday 12 
January Sweep,  12 played, 
non handicap counter. 1 K 
McMillan (19)39 pts, 2 R 
McCrae (6)35 pts acb, 3 T 
Raeside (8) 35 pts.

Fixtures: Sunday 19 January 
Clochendichter. Sunday 26 
January Brandon and Winter 
Cup. Class draws at 9am and 
12noon.

Machrie Bay Golf Club
Tuesday 7 January Win-
ter Cup, 1 Brian Sherwood 
68, 2 Campbell Laing 
69, 3  Elizabeth Ross 72. 
Scratch Brian Sherwood 72
Fixtures: Tuesday 21 January
Lochranza Hotel Cup tee off 
12noon.

Gordon Stewart was the delighted winner of the Colditz Quaich which was eventually played at Shiskine Golf 
Club on Sunday 5 January after being abandoned on New Year’s Day because of the weather. See the full report 
in the golf results section. 

Birkmyre 8 Arran 33
A comfortable win for Isle of Arran RFC has given the team 
a much-needed boost as the rugby season restarts after the 
Christmas break.

Arran beat Birkmyre 33-8 on the mainland which means that 
they have moved up to sixth place ahead of the Isle of Mull 
and Lanark. 

try of the match but sadly he had to go off 10 minutes later 
with a hamstring injury.

Jack Barbour was the second try-scorer for Arran and he was 
followed shortly after by Lachlan Jones, whose trusty boot 
also secured four conversions throughout the game.

-
ond half to give Arran a comfortable 33 points. 

Today (Saturday 18 January) Arran take on Lanark at the 
Ormidale Park in Brodick.

Kick-off is at 2.15pm - come along and support the team. 

New year, new trophy for
Gordon

Comfortable win for
Arran restarts season

Whiting Bay Golf Club
Fixtures: Sunday 19 January, 
Sweep from Yellow tees.

Arran Golfers Association
The third round of  Winter 
League/Duncan Trophy took 
place at Lamlash Golf Club on 
Sunday 12 January in dry but 
cold conditions. The course 
was a credit to Jim and his 
boys considering the time of 
year although the greens were 
desceptively slow and a little 
bumpy. Thanks to Lamlash 
for hosting and especially to 
the lady members for supply-
ing the soup followed by pie 
and beans because of the lack 
of caterers.

First out were the hosts 
against the league leaders 
Whiting Bay, home advan-
tage is usually decisive but 
as Whiting Bay play Lamlash 
so much it was like a home 
from home and they played 
superbly to record a win by 3 
games to 1.

Second match was Cor-
rie against Brodick, a great 
performance again by Corrie 
saw them take the match by 
3 games to 1 and all but end 
Brodick’s title ambitions.

Finally Shiskine played 
their near rivals Machrie. 
With Machrie sitting joint 
second before the start and 
Shiskine pointless, the out-
come seemed a formality but 
Shiskine showed their class 

of the season by a superb 4 
games to 0!

With Whiting Bay sitting on 
maximum points after three 
games and three points clear 
of the next best placed team, 
its theirs to lose. Next up is a 
trip to Shiskine on Sunday 2 
February.

Draw: Shiskine v Brodickat 
8.30am, Corrie v Lamlash 
at 9.20am, Whiting Bay v 
Machrie Bay at 11.50am.
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