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Ferry confusion over 
Gourock bad weather
sailings

There was joy but also con-
sternation on the island this 
week when the relief ferry 
MV Clansman made regular 
sailings to Gourock during 
dreadful weather conditions.

After weeks of cancelled 
sailings between Brodick 
and Ardrossan this is now the 

sailed to a relief port since 
February 2012, when the MV 
Isle of Arran completed a re-
turn journey from Brodick to 

Relief vessel the MV Clansman battled force nine gales on Friday but still sailed to Gourock. Photo by Stuart McKillop 

Ardrossan Harbour fix ‘not on the agenda’ 
Wemyss Bay. 

This week Arran’s MSP 
Kenneth Gibson admitted that 

access at Ardrossan Harbour 
for the MV Caledonian Isles 
are no longer an option.

As a result many are now 

no longer uses Gourock when 
conditions in Ardrossan are 
too poor to sail. 

warnings all week, since last 
Thursday the MV Clans-
man has made regular trips 
to the relief port of Gourock 

cancellations since. This is in 

period when many of the MV 
Caledonian Isles’ crossings 
were cancelled and she failed 
to sail at all on Christmas 

The Clansman has replaced 

she goes into dry dock for her 

director of VisitArran, said: 
‘Whilst VisitArran recog-
nises that the current weather 

from Ardrossan, it used to be 

the case that the boat would 
(as a worst case scenario) sail 
to Gourock. 

‘If it is the case that MV Cal-
edonian Isles is not appropri-

-

be used instead, in order that 
there is a lessened danger of 
there being no sailings at all 
on certain days.’

She added: ‘I was recently 
marketing Arran (and there-
fore by default CalMac) in 
Princes Square, Glasgow, and 

wouldn’t come during the 
winter because they didn’t 
know they would get back 

to both CalMac and the island 
as a whole.

on the island all my life, days 
where the boat didn’t sail used 
to be few and far between.

‘We might not be able to 

be disruption but this may be 
managed if there is one ‘guar-

to another port.’ 
A spokesman for CalMac 

told The Banner that ‘wires 

are being crossed’ about the 

-
dicated we will use Gourock 
when it is appropriate to do so 
taking into account the condi-

been doing so during this pe-
riod of extreme weather. 

-
-

the Masters.’ 
The Isle of Arran Ferry 

Committee will meet on Mon-
day night and both Ardrossan 
Harbour and Gourock will be 
on the agenda.



Follow us on 

facebook

www.facebook.com/
arranbanner

2 NEWS www.arranbanner.co.uk     Arran Banner, Saturday 11 January 2014

8-seater taxis available

Ardrossan Harbour to:

Glasgow Airport
£35.00

Prestwick Airport
£25.00

Return bookings and other 
prices on request.

Banner
newsdesk
01770
302142

It pays to advertise in the Arran Banner

HENDRY’S FUNERAL SERVICES LTD
15 Glen Avenue, Brodick

Your Local Independent Funeral Director
S A I F Member

All funeral arrangements
Agents for Golden Charter Funeral Plans and 

Robertson Memorials
Tel Clair on 01770 302233

Road to be 
closed at 
Witches Bridge
Drivers are reminded that 
the Boguille will be closed 
for six hours on Sunday (12 
January) for roadworks.

The road will be shut at the 
Witches Bridge on the A841 
south of Lochranza from 
9.30am to 3.30pm.

North Ayrshire Council 
is to carry out bridge deck 
and abutment repairs on the 
bridge and following the clo-
sure there will be temporary 

of the work, which is ex-
pected to take up to 10 days.

Arran Life 
winner
announced
Laura Murchie from Black-
waterfoot is the lucky winner 
of the competition in the 
recent issue of Arran Life.

Laura from Bailemargaidh 
has won the chance to enjoy 
a ‘pampering’ session at 
Auchrannie’s luxury ASPA 
in Brodick.

She and more than 50 en-
trants correctly guessed that 
Auchrannie celebrated its 
25th birthday last summer.

Well done Laura! 

Fury as 
historic
propeller is put 
up for sale
The owner of the historic 
Queen Mary steamer has 

the ship’s propellers was put 
up for sale online.

Businessman Ranjan 
Chowdhury pledged to 
launch a restoration pro-
gramme of works after 
buying the only surviving 
Clyde-built turbine steamer 
three years ago.

But the ship still lies rusting 
in an English dockyard and 
it has now emerged that one 
of her brass propellers was 
offered for sale at £15,000 
on auction website eBay last 
month.

Iain Sim, a trustee of the 
charity Friends of TS Queen 
Mary, which wants to buy 
the ship and bring her home 
to Govan, said: ‘If we had 
the ship, the propeller would 
be kept as it’s part of the 
ship’s heritage.

‘We have made our inten-
tions very clear that we want 
to bring the ship back to 
Glasgow and would pay a 
fair price for her.’

The Queen Mary ferried 
thousands of passengers 
‘doon the watter’ for four 
decades to resorts such as 
Brodick, Largs, Rothesay 
and Campbeltown.

But since being auctioned 
off in 2011, she has been left 
to languish at Tilbury Docks 
in Essex.

Douglas Dook for 
hardy swimmers

More than 20 hardy souls 
took to the water on New 
Year’s Day for the annual 
Douglas Dook.

The swimmers had to brave 
the rain as they made their 
way from the Douglas Hotel 
to the Brodick slipway, but it 
was a lot wetter where they 
were going.

As they disrobed, some 
plunged straight into the sea, 
while others took a more cau-
tious approach.

Passers by looked on as the 
participants enjoyed a quick 
dip before dashing back to the 
hotel for some well earned re-
freshments.
Swimmers take the 
plunge at the Douglas 
Dook. 
Photos by Stewart Macfarlane

The water holds no fear for this dooker. 

Annual swim on 
New Year’s Day
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It pays to advertise in the Arran Banner 

ARDROSSAN
HARBOUR
TO YOUR DESTINATION

Mainland Taxis
07921 998457
01294 463556
Glasgow City Centre £42

Glasgow Airport £35

Prestwick Airport £25

Irvine Central Hospital £14

Crosshouse Hospital £20

Ayr Hospital £32

Troon Harbour £22

Kilmarnock £23

Ayr £28
For other quotes just ask!
Friendly Reliable Service
www.mainland-taxis.co.uk
7 SEATER WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE VEHICLE 
AVAILABLE

Golfers in Brodick looked on
in dismay as their course was

days this week.
-

-
ted it was ‘soul destroying’.

surge saw the vast majority
of the course under water on

end. The water on the course
drained over the weekend
but after Monday’s high tide

course was lying under water
again.

Looking out over the course,

fourth time I have seen it like
this, but never twice in the
same week.

‘It is soul destroying to see
all the work that we have
done literally washed away.’

Drop in and 
learn about 
community
land bid

of the community has taken

Following discussions with

Community Land Initiative
-

bility study which will be ex-

Whiting Bay Hall on Friday

what they have to say about

creating a community asset

We are very keen to hear ad-
ditional views and comments

of the funding bid to be sub-
mitted to the Scottish Land
Fund.  This is a chance in a

-

Malcolm Whitmore, commu-

David Warnock, the consult-
-

sibility study into the viability

For more information Mal-
colm can be contacted on
malcolmonarran@hotmail.

Support group 
plans move 
forward
Following an initial meeting
last month to discuss a new

-

thank those who attended
and registered interest in the

-

who might have time to

‘Many skilled and talented

although many were unable
to do so.

‘In light of this, we have
arranged a meeting for Mon-

Ormidale Pavilion to take the

To attend the meeting or

bobbi.adamson@arrancvs.
org.uk

Flooded Brodick 
golf course is ‘soul
destroying’ to see

Keith Aitken surveys the 
damage after Brodick Golf 
Course is submerged for 
a second time in a week. 
20_b02green02

The damage caused 
to the course and first 
hole tees at Machrie 
Golf Course by Friday’s 
storms. 

by the surging waters along

tees.

him and the two other green-

to him.
Meanwhile at Machrie Golf

hole which have been there
-

Friday and was deluged for a
second time on Monday.

had seen the course under so
much water.

‘The forward tee and the

hole will need to be com-

However, he said there
-

the club had already started

built a green and fairway.

• Do you have a 
story for

The Arran Banner?
Call our reporters on                 

01770 302142

LAMLASH BURNS CLUB
ANNUAL SUPPER
LAMLASH GOLF CLUB
Saturday 25th January 

7.00pm for 7.30pm
Tickets £20

Available from Club House,
Stewart Lambie – 302304, Archie Nicol – 700279,

Bob Brass – 302310 and Jock Kelso - 860318
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The Oban Times’ editorial 
director, Stewart MacKenzie, 
has decided to stand down 
from his position.

Mr MacKenzie had been 
with the company for 25 
years and was one of  The 
Oban Times’ longest serving 
editors, taking up the role in 
2001.

He said: ‘Following a series 
of tragic family incidents I 
can no longer devote the nec-
essary time to the role. I have 
had to devote all of my time 
to my family.’

Mr MacKenzie began work-
ing for The Oban Times in 
sales, working on the Scottish 
World title, before becoming 
involved in print buying and 
editing the farming and sport 
sections.

As editorial director he had 
responsibility for The Oban 
Times and its sister titles 
The Arran Banner, The Ar-
gyllshire Advertiser and The 
Campbeltown Courier.

His achievements included 

Found
Would the person who left 
a coat at Strabane House on 
December 18 like to call and 
claim it.

The gent’s coat is almost 
new. 

Salvation Army 
lunch club 
postponed
The Arran Salvation Army 
would like to convey its heart-
felt thanks to everyone who 
made the meal on Christmas 
day possible. 

A number of wonderful 
folk gave up their own day to 
make sure that others could 
come together and enjoy 
good company and a tradi-
tional Christmas lunch. 

Every one of those who 
helped are so much appreci-
ated. Thanks go to them all!

The re-start of the lunch 
clubs which was due to begin 
on Monday 13 January has 
had to be postponed until the 
following week. 

Lexie Andrade of the Salva-
tion Army said: ‘We want to 
let all our regular customers 
know that we very much look 
forward to seeing them again 
on the 20th and are sorry that 
we have had to push the date 
back by one week. 

‘See you in Lamlash at noon 
on the 20th!’ 

Oban Times’ editorial 
director
stands down

Stewart MacKenzie is standing down as The Oban 
Times’ editorial director. 

producing The Oban Times’ 
150th anniversary supple-
ment in 2011.

Mr MacKenzie, whose fa-
ther Donald and uncle Alex 
both worked for The Oban 
Times before him, said: ‘I 
was always surprised by the 
wide coverage that The Oban 
Times enjoyed. The newspa-
per has allowed me to speak 
to both local communities 

Community stories
‘The stories I remember 

most are not always the big 
events. I can immediately 
think back to the train crash at 
Cruachan and a burning boat 
at Glensanda but the commu-
nity stories are the ones that 
tend to stick in my mind.

‘It was a privilege and an 
honour to have been asked to 
direct editorial operations at 
the company.’

Howard Bennett, chairman 
of The Oban Times, added: 
‘We are all sorry to hear of 
Stewart’s resignation under 

but understand the reasons 
for his decision.

‘I have known Stewart 
throughout his long career 
with the company as indeed 

I knew Donald and Alex as 
valued members of the team 
and it was a great pleasure 
to work with them. Stewart 
leaves us with all our good 
wishes.’

Expansion plan 
for oyster firm
LOCH Fyne Oysters, which 
farms mussels on Arran, has 

-
pansion of its business.

struck a deal to buy over the 
Isle of Lewis based Hebri-
dean Mussels and Hebridean 
Seafood operations as part 
of an ongoing strategy to in-

However the company will 
continue its mussel farming 
and processing in Lamlash 
Bay.

Both the Hebridean brands 
are well established mus-
sel farming and processing 
operations, founded by Cree 
MacKenzie in 1992.

Cree said: ‘I am pleased 
to announce the sale of our 
mussel farming operations to 
Loch Fyne Oysters Ltd. We 
see Loch Fyne Oysters as the 
ideal company to continue to 
develop mussel farming and 
processing in Loch Roag on 
the Isle of Lewis and Lam-
lash Bay, with their proven 
track record of rearing and 
supplying a variety of shell-

standards and will secure and 
increase employment in the 
local area.’

Loch Fyne Oysters became 
an employee-owned compa-
ny in 2003.

ARRAN BAPTIST CHURCH
AN INVITATION TO EXPLORE CHRISTIANITY WITH US

A new alpha course is starting with supper
When? - Thursday 16th January 2014 at 7pm (Finishing 

no later than 9pm)
Where? - ‘The Courtyard’, Smiddy Brae, Whiting Bay
Who? - Open to all who want to find out more about 

Christianity
For further details (and to help with catering) contact:

Rev Vince Jennings Tel:600222
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Bridge results

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Missing cat

- -

Expansion
plans in the 
pipeline for 
brewery

-
-

-

-

-

-
-

Moving into a ‘different league’ of production

Betty Roberts with her 
domino trophy. 20_b02dom01

George Fullerton and Betty Roberts enjoy a game of 
dominoes. 20_b02dom02

-

-

-



press policy
WE AT The Arran Banner do our utmost to make sure that all our reports 
are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on occasion, mistakes 
can occur in the hectic process of producing a local newspaper.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in print. 
The 

Arran Banner, Brodick, Arran giving your day-time telephone number 
where possible. 

This statement of policy will appear on this page every week along with 

The Arran Banner adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s Code 
of Conduct.  The views expressed in The Arran Banner are not necessarily 
those of the The Oban Times Group.

your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 
words in length for publication on this page. The 
editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses 
must be supplied, including on e-mails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime telephone number is also 
required for verification. Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact telephone number will not 
be printed. Please write or fax to: Letters Page, The 
Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran. 
E-mail editor@arranbanner.co.uk

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Arran
Deliveries
Glasgow Depot
Arran Deliveries
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow G14 OHB

Arran Deliveries
The Parcel Point
Harbour Road, 
Ardrossan
North Ayrshire 
KA22 8BZ

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
Daily collection throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and surrounding districts

Tel: 01475 676 255
Fax: 01294 469 492

Open Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm
Accepting goods destined 
for the island

We deliver the goods
not excuses
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Continued on Page 7

Ferry answers 
needed
This is a letter sent to Kenneth 
Gibson MSP on Tuesday by 
Neil Arthur from Kilpatrick.
Sir,

I am sure you are aware of 
at least some of the issues 
about the Arran ferry over re-
cent weeks and it is a major 
concern on the island from a 
number of different perspec-
tives.

I wonder if you would be 
able to assist in getting some 
details in order to enlighten 
the island residents and our 
many loyal regular visitors. 

The main points raised seem 
to be:

1 Apparently CMAL have 
stated that the ‘port of refuge’ 
continues to be Gourock and 
will be used in the event of 
Ardrossan being unusable for 
any reason. 

However it is considered 
locally that Gourock has not 
been used for that purpose 
for approximately two years 
until the relief vessel (MV 
Clansman) arrived on Janu-
ary 3, 2014. 

There were several days 
with no Arran service in the 
four weeks or so before that 
when the usual vessel, the 
MV Caledonian Isles was in 
service.

2 Since the Caledonian Isles 
and the Clansman are almost 
identical i.e. only three me-
tres difference in the over-
all length, identical beam, 
identical draught and a small 
percentage difference of ap-
proximately 200 tonnes in 
the gross tonnage of 5,400 
tonnes, it begs the question 
about how suddenly Gourock 
has come back into use as-
suming that both crews are 

The skipper and crew of the 
Clansman are to be applauded 
but none the less this question 
requires an answer.

3 Let me make it clear that 
it is acknowledged that where 
a passage to Ardrossan would 
be dangerous or not possible 
for technical reasons a sailing 
to Gourock is better than no 
sailing but this also highlights 
concerns about the imminent 
proposed investment of £20m 
at Brodick if no engineered 
solution is to be found for the 

problems at Ardrossan. This 
needs to be addressed.

4 If there could be no safe 
passage to either Ardrossan 
or Gourock on December 
24, 2013 why was there not 
at least one sailing on the 
morning of December 25 
(Christmas Day) as there was 
I believe to Uist and Harris 
demonstrating that, that with 
some goodwill there can be 

explanation from the compa-
ny about the inconsistency of 
this is required.

5 For a change these ferry 
matters, rather than the is-
land’s roads, are probably the 
main local talking point – be-
cause of the impact it has on 
businesses, island economy, 
reputation for tourism, pleas-
ure, missed hospital appoint-

showed that Arran is one of 
the few, or perhaps the only 
island, with a falling popula-
tion and an insecure or unre-
liable transport system may 
only accelerate that decline.

Of course CMAL is not re-
sponsible or to blame for the 
weather and recent weather 
events have been exception-
al.

I am sure that CMAL statis-
tics will prove that it achieves 
the vast majority of its sail-
ings on time – that is not 
disputed and on those occa-
sions the efforts and service 
of the crew members of the 
Cally Isles and shore staff are 
very much appreciated but 
the points raised above do re-
quire some answers. 

Yours, 
Neil Arthur
Kilpatrick

Below is the very prompt re-
sponse Neil Arthur received 
from Kenneth Gibson MSP.

Thank you for this Neil.
These matters will be dis-

cussed at Monday night’s Isle 
of Arran Ferry Committee.

The obvious long-term so-
lution is better vessels, de-
signed for the waters to be 
traversed and that’s what we 
intend to deliver. 

Sadly, the UK government 
has cut Scotland’s capital 
budget by 27.9 per cent over 
three years and our predeces-
sors did not invest enough in 

Thus - and with numerous 
routes affected - we can-
not deliver these expensive 
new vessels as quickly as we 
would like but will do so as 
speedily as we can!

I spoke to Transport Min-
ister Keith Brown only an 
hour ago. He may be able to 
deliver sooner than currently 
anticipated but discussions 
are at an early stage so I can-
not comment further at this 
stage.

Incidentally, I spoke to Euan 
Jamieson, property director at 
Clydeport this morning. He 
is in discussion with CMAL 
about how the port can be im-
proved, including  berthing 
new vessels and in anticipa-
tion of RET from October.

A ‘fully engineered solution’ 
is not on the agenda though!

Yours,
Kenneth J Gibson MSP
Cunninghame North 

Ferry disservice
Sir,
As I sit here this morning 
looking out over a choppy 

upon the ferry service we 
haven’t had for a good while 
now.

For the last umpteen nights 
now, the ferry has sat along-
side in Brodick, reason: ‘Be-
cause of an overnight fore-
cast of winds in excess of 
40/45/50 mph the ferry will 
remain in Brodick overnight 
and as such the 7am sailing 
from Ardrossan is cancelled’.

Right, stop there, winds 
in excess of whatever over-
night?

The ferry doesn’t sail at 
night so why sit on an ex-
posed berth when they could 
be in the shelter of Ardros-
san and when the overnight 
winds die away the ferry can 
sail on schedule and bring 
us our newspapers, mail and 
victuals instead of having to 
wait till midday at best and 
more often than not, the next 
day for mail. 

-
ing to have of getting today’s 
mail (31 December) will be 
January 2 or even January 3. 
Why?

Now that that grumble is out 
of the way may I ask, through 

the columns of your newspa-
per, which agency CalMac 
use for their weather fore-
casts because it’s not the Met 

they are nearly always in con-
tradiction of CalMac’s pie in 
the sky weather reports/fore-
casts/predictions.

Case in point, today’s sail-
ings are on amber alert be-
cause of forecasted winds in 
excess of 45mph.

Checking both the Met Of-

next forecasted winds over 
35mph is on January 3 so 
watch out people it also co-
incides with afternoon high 
tides of 3.3 metres acd, so 
passengers may well have to 
embark via the car deck for 
the 1.50pm sailing, if indeed 
it does.

Yours,
John Lawson
Cairngorm
Catacol

Ferry rights 
Sir,
Do squatters’ rights apply on 
ferries?

If so, may I respectfully sug-
gest we assemble on board 
MV Clansman when she is 
due to leave these waters - 
and do what we can to keep 
her here? 

Not only can she reach plac-
es where other more familiar 
vessels evidently can’t, she is 
a much more pleasurable ship 
in which to sail.

Yours,
David Kelso
Sannox

Winter resilience 
Sir, 
Professor Sir John Bed-
dington (government chief 

2013) has repeatedly warned 
that the trend of worsening 
weather will continue; the 
effect on transport over the 
Christmas period is minor in 
implication by comparison to 
the hazard to life and proper-
ty – that must be the primary 
consideration for the captain 
of the MV Caledonian Isles 
before he decides to sail for 
Ardrossan.

In February 2013 Robert 
Davie, policy manager at 

Polar vortex extreme weather worries 
Well 2014 has certainly started with a bang as extreme 
weather systems cause havoc both in the UK and world-
wide.

Unusually high tides and gale force winds this week re-

were damaged.
The rest of the country hasn’t been so lucky as many plac-

es have suffered mass destruction at the hands of Mother 
Nature.

We’ve had a rocky ride weatherwise recently. 

7am ferry sailed from Ardrossan to Brodick.
This caused mayhem with our postal service and other 

deliveries in the lead up to the festive period - Royal Mail 
is still dealing with the backlog.

Christmas and New Year were also marred by ferry can-
cellations and disruptions which stopped many people 
making it to Arran for the holidays. 

There has been what can only be described as ‘polar bear 
weather’ for much of the Midwest of America this week.

Temperatures reached between -28ºC and -35º C in east-
ern Montana, North Dakota, northeast South Dakota, Min-
nesota and northern Iowa. 

In the stiff wind, it’s even worse with wind chills reach-
ing -40ºC and -45ºC common across Minnesota and North 
Dakota, cold enough for exposed skin to suffer frostbite in 

And of course earlier in the year Typhoon Haiyan caused 
mass destruction and killed thousands of people in the 
Philippines.

The devastation caused two months ago has dropped out 
of the headlines but the massive relief effort is expected to 
carry on for years.

Dr Keiran Hickey, a climatologist at the National Uni-
versity of Ireland in Galway, said that the big issue is the 
number of severe weather extremes we’re seeing around 
the world, including in the UK and in Europe but also in 
North America as well.

-
mate change and global warming in that we could see more 
severe big weather events which seem to be getting worse 
as climate disturbance, less so-called ‘normal’ weather and 
more extremes take place.

Whatever the cause of these freak high tides and the in-
creasingly stormy weather it is a worry - especially for 
those of us living on an island! 

‘Because Jesus has Himself has passed through the test of 
suffering, He is able to help those who are in the midst of 
their test.’ (Hebrews 2:18)
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Pictured reading The Banner at the Kennedy 
Space Centre in Florida are Pamela Jack - who 
is seen below the Apollo 11 rocket engines - 
while husband David is pictured in the cockpit 
of the original space shuttle Atlantis.

Corrie Film Club welcomes

by American director, Jerry
Shatzberg starring Gene
Hackman and Al Pacino in
great and unusual form as
two drifters crossing America
in pursuit of their dream of
running a car wash business.

Max (Gene Hackman) is
an ex-con who’s been saving
money to open a car wash in
Pittsburgh. Lionel (Al Paci-
no) is a sailor who’s returning
home to the midwest to see
the child born while he was
at sea.

The story revolves around
the odd relationship be-
tween the two vagabonds
who meet on the road in
California and agree to be-
come partners in a business,
once they reach Pittsburgh.
Lionel is on his way to De-
troit to see the child he has

Christmas party success
The Shiskine and Machrie Senior Citizens Committee would
like to thank everyone for coming along and  making their
Christmas party such a success.

Special thanks to Shiskine School and Nursery, Kinloch Ho-
tel, John Robertson, Shiskine Hall, Fiona and Santa.

A spokesman said: ‘We had a great afternoon of entertain-

‘We look forward to seeing you at our coffee afternoon on
Saturday 1 February at The Kinloch Hotel.

‘All the best for 2014.’

The Arran 
Banner
on holiday

ago, and we continue to be absolutely overwhelmed
by the number of fantastic photographs of our readers
that have come through the doors.

Don’t forget to pack your copy of The Banner if you
are going on holiday.

It could be from Falkirk or Fiji, it really doesn’t
matter; we would love to see your photographs.

Please send them to us either by email to editor@
arranbanner.co.uk or to The Arran Banner, Douglas

Corrie Film Club
never met and make amends
with his wife Annie, to whom
he has been sending all the
money he made while at sea.

Max agrees to make a de-
tour on his way to Pittsburgh,
where the bank that Max has
been sending all his seed
money is located.

His plans are to open a car
wash, with Lionel as a partner.
The two have a profound ef-
fect on each other, with Li-
onel becoming more of an
adult and Max loosening up
his high-strung aggression.

At times very amusing and,
at times very poignant, this is

can see in Corrie Hall this
weekend, on Sunday at 8pm.

All welcome.
Also – a date for your di-

ary – Day in the Dark – this

Saturday 1 February. Details
to follow.

Transport Scotland, stated to
me that there would be en-
gagement between CMAL,
Clydeport, CalMac and

ensure improved winter resil-
ience at Ardrossan.

In fact there is a difference
of assessment between Cal-
Mac and Clydeport (Ardros-
san).

a) Arran Community Coun-
cil minutes of June 2012 re-
port: Clydeport carried out an
analysis of the cancellations
over a several year period

had carried out marine simu-
lations of ‘the berthing of the
Caledonian Isles at Ardrossan
in a variety of conditions’.
They used technical data of
the Caledonian Isles provided
by CalMac.

It states the simulations have
established that ‘it is safe to
berth or depart at 35knts in
South Easterly and South
Westerly winds’.

b) Arran Banner on April14,
2012 quoted the DML re-
sponse on behalf of CalMac

‘for a two boat service to be

of Ardrossan Harbour is nec-
essary’.

The Brodick berth requires
major renovation, but the
proposed £18m develop-
ment does nothing to ad-
dress the priorities, indeed
the terminal design is ugly
and the proposed berthing is
based on a simulation pack-
age Clydeport have used to
dispute with CalMac.

I suggest it is incumbent on
Transport Scotland to accel-
erate measures to improve
the winter resilience at Ar-
drossan, but such measures
seem unlikely to manifest
improvement in our win-
ter ferry service for several
years – get used to it.

Yours,

Wrong boat, wrong 
harbour
Sir,
I would like to point out that
we all now know that not
only do we have the wrong
harbour but we also have
the wrong boat - Ardrossan
which is not safe in a wind
stronger than a zephyr and
the MV Caledonian Isles
which can’t dock at Gourock
the port of refuge.

If the MV Clansman  had
not been relieving the Cale-
donian Isles, Arran would not
have had a ferry for four days
from January 4.

The situation is not accept-
able and it is up to the Scot-
tish government, who are the
owners, to show some leader-
ship and solve this problem.
Yours,

Overwhelming
opposition
Sir,
Your last 2013 editorial stat-
ed: ‘the proposed biomass
plant…. is continuing to di-
vide opinion on the island’.

-
nition of division is, nor the
statistical evidence on which
you base your assertion.

The only publicly available
statistical evidence, until such
time as Jackson Carlaw’s sur-
vey results are published, is
available on the NAC plan-
ning website, where over
99 per cent of the feedback
- from over 500 respondents
- is hostile to the application.

not be unanimous, but it is
certainly overwhelming.

Yours,

Common sense 
praised
Sir,
Thank you Captain ‘Hurri-

using some common sense
and sailing the Arran ferry to
Gourock.

Instead of being stranded
in Brodick for hours on end
waiting for the MV Cal-
edonian Isles to sail - as has
happened many times during
the festive period - we were
able to get off the island as
planned.

Is it possible for Arran to
keep the Clansman and send
the Cally Isles, which in my

to the scarp heap?
Yours,
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Highest tides for more 

Storms brin
chaos acros
A major clear up operation is 
underway after Arran was hit 

than 20 years.

lashed the coastal roads around 
the island. 

-

Homes and businesses around 
the island took precautions 
ahead of the predicted storms, 
with those most at risk prepared 

The tides on the island were 

1991. And, despite some close 
calls, there were no reports of 

-
land.

and there was particular con-
cern for parts of Brodick, Whit-

Terrace, Lamlash and Cordon.
Kildonan was also badly hit 

where a stretch of road at The 

tarmac ripped from the surface 

-
lapsed into the sea.

And just south of Corrie part 
of the road also collapsed in 

1991.

-
day afternoon. And these cou-

spray problems across the is-

storm.
At one point roads on the 

-

-

the roads.
North Ayrshire Council work-

ers were out across the island 

on Friday with Brodick Golf 

As the tide rose the entire low 
-
-

shop surrounded by water with 

within inches of the shop.
On Shore Road the entire 

-

-
lash the entire pier disappeared 

1991 when the water reached 
the door of his shop.

Friday but was not far away.
-

he said.

Henderson watched with trepi-
dation as the waters contin-

passed without the water reach-

-

and while the sea came close 

-

The Boathouse is marooned by water on all sides. 20_b02flood11

Shore Road in Brodick is completely flooded. 20_b02flood09

The sea flooded Brodick Golf Course and reached the Auchrannie road end. 20_b02flood14
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HOUSES FOR SALE

than 20 years

It pays to advertise in the Arran Banner 

ng flood
ss Arran

Waves lash the back of the shops in Whiting Bay. 
20_b02flood03

sandbags at the back door with
the sea inches from the shop.
‘We escaped by the skin of our
teeth,’ she said.

And along at Montrose Terrace
council workmen were out with
sandbags after the Glenashdale
Burn threatened to burst its
banks, but again while the water
came close it did not reach any
houses.

yet. A second high tide on Mon-
-

ing for Lamlash and Cordon
and all coastal schools on the
island were closed at lunchtime.
The shore road at Margnaheg-
lish took the brunt of the storm

-
house car park in Brodick and
the golf course.

Lamlash pier was completely submerged by the high 
tide. 20_b02flood02

The sea comes closer to the road end at Montrose 
Terrace. 20_b02flood06

The stretch of road in Kildonan which has been badly 
damaged by the storms. 20_b02flood23

It is hard to see where the sea ends and the car park 
begins at Brodick Pier. 20_b02flood16

The storms damaged a stretch of the road just south of 
Corrie. 20_b02flood20

Isle of Arran Music Society

BILL FLEMING QUARTET
Spanning Swing, Bebop, Blues, Ballads,

Latin & Contemporary
SATURDAY 18th January 1.30pm

IN BRODICK HALL
Tickets £10 inc. refreshments

(Students & Children Free)
Tickets on door or advance booking:

Inspirations of Arran & www.arranevents.com

Arran Churches Together
Come and Join us for an all-age

CHRISTIAN UNITY CELEBRATION
At Whiting Bay and Kildonan Church

12.00noon Sunday 19th January 2014
With Arran Brass

Preacher: Mr Kieran Turner, Public Policy Officer, 
Evangelical Alliance

(Coffee will be served from 11.15 in the Church Hall)
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There are a number of his-
torical booklets on the birds 
on Arran.  

For example there are two 
with very similar titles, one 
‘Birds of Arran’ written by 
Robert Gray in 1872 pub-
lished by Bell and Bain of 
Glasgow and ‘The Birds of 
Arran’ written by JA Gibson 
in 1956 published by Bute 
Newspapers Limited.

While historical records 
are interesting, Arran bird 
records are sparse until the 
Arran Natural History Soci-

Arran Bird Report in 1978.
These reports provide a 

unique record of the bird life 
of this special island over the 
last 30 odd years. 

In 2006, the responsibility 
for writing the annual Arran 
bird report fell to me.

To do this effectively I ap-
preciate that I require the sup-
port of a great many people.  

I have been encouraged 
that in 2013, I have received 
almost 6,000 bird sightings 
from around 300 contribu-
tors.

Some of these contributors 
are residents and some are 
visitors. All share an interest 
in the birds of Arran.  

Their sightings will form 

Birdnotes
by Jim Cassels

JANUARY

Arran
Bird
Report

For more information on birding on Arran purchase the 
Arran Bird Report 2012. 

Jim is not just interested in rare or unusual birds, but common birds too. 

the basis of the ‘Arran Bird 
Report 2013’.

This is a start of year prompt 
to encourage all Banner read-
ers to share their Arran bird 
sightings with me.

All contributions are wel-
come. I am not just interested 
in rare or unusual birds, but 
common birds: where there 

common birds, which birds 
come to the garden at differ-
ent times of the year, where 
breeding birds have been 
seen, when our summer or 
winter visitors have arrived 
or departed, and what sight-
ings have given individuals 
particular pleasure.

I know that a number of 
people keep, for their own in-
terest, all sorts of bird notes 
and I would encourage these 
people to share this informa-
tion with me, so that the basis 
of our annual Arran Bird Re-
port can be as comprehensive 
as possible.

Best wishes for 2014.
Enjoy your birding. 
Please send all sightings for 

2013, giving ‘what, when, 
where’, to me at Kilpatrick 
Kennels, Kilpatrick, Black-
waterfoot, KA27 8EY, or e 
mail me at james.cassels@
virgin.net 

£6.95 delivery for Hub.
HD offer ends 07/01/14 Broadband offer ends 13/03/14 Non-offer price is

BT Sport

3 Months FREE 
HD if you
join now  
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TWENTY
YEARS AGO

Saturday 15 January, 1994

In another panto scene Flip and Flap (Mary Crawford and Pam McKinnon) help 
Dame Drinkup (Allan Little) to paper the parlour. b20twe04

 Long player
Hamish Cook played his last hymns as Whit-
ing Bay Church organist last Sunday after 59
years.

In that time he has seen seven ministers
come and go and he said: ‘They were all dif-
ferent.’

At the end of Sunday’s service the present
minister the Rev Elizabeth Watson made a
short speech of appreciation and presented

Kings Cross where he was born and brought
up his own family.

 Stella honoured
Miss Stella MacCrae of Lamlash was award-
ed the MBE in the New Year’s Honours List
for services to the British Red Cross on Ar-
ran.

But Stella has been a tireless worker for many
charities for a number of years including Ar-

the Junior Mountain Rescue and Guide Dogs
for the Blind. A list which indicates the wide
spread of her work since coming to Arran in
1954 having left the Diplomatic Service to
look after her ailing parents.

But she said modestly: ‘I never started any-
thing. I just try and help.’

  Last stand
Arran may yet remain in a unitary Cunning-
hame authority rather than become part of
North Ayrshire.

A week before the second reading of the
Local Government (Scotland) Bill is due to

authorities due to make up the new authority
may yet bring about a change of plan.

Hamish Cook is presented with a painting by the Rev Elizabeth Watson on his retiral 
as Whiting Bay Church organist after 59 years. b02twe01

Right: Stella 
MacRae of 

Lamlash who 
received an MBE 

for her charity 
work in the New 

Year’s Honours 
List. b02twe02

It’s panto time again and Lamlash Drama Club are performing Little Miss Muffet 
in the community centre. Here we see Sheila Gilmore as Captain Jack Dauntless 
coming to the aid of Eilidh Campbell as Little Miss Molly Muffet. b02twe03

Council where councillors of all parties want
their authority to remain as it is. The sec-
ond is from the two other authorities which
would make up North Ayrshire - Kilmarnock
and Loudoun and Cumnock and Doon Val-
ley - who want to unite to form one unitary
authority.

A survey conducted for CDC on Cunning-
hame as a unitary authority suggests the coun-
cil has adequate facilities within its existing
boundaries to provide most of its services.

  Ferry misery
A farmer has missed out on the chance of a
coveted prize because the judge could not get
to the island on the due day.

On Wednesday the MV Caledonian Isles
sailed to Gourock in the morning but did not
get back to Brodick until 4pm after having

As a result an agricultural judge on his way
to Clauchlands Farm in Lamlash was unable
to make the trip.

a competition for animal feed and silage but

travel. To make matters worse the same thing
happened last year.

 New dentist
Following the departure of Morag Nelson
last month Arran has been without a resident
dentist.

At present Mrs Fay Storey is undertaking

Ayrshire and Arran Health Board.
Miss Nelson has moved to a practice in Ste-

venson.
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to order visit www.scottishcalendars.co.uk
or call 01371 851 868

2014 Calendars
The ideal gift...
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Tobermory, Isle of Mull
Kathy Collins
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After a pleasant voyage, we got safely and agreeably into the harbour of Tobermorie, before the wind rose. Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides, James Boswell.
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Oban Times West Highland

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Morar Sands, with Rum and Eigg in the background VK Guy
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And when I came to a hill above Toigal I saw lying below me the 
mouth of the Morar River and a large bay of silver sand.In Scotland Again, HV Morton.
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Scottish Field Large

Evening light on Neist Point, Isle of Skye

Barbara Jones

May 2014
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY1 2 36 7 8 9 1013 14 15 16 1720 21 22 23 2427 28 29 30 31

THE PREMIER SCOTTISH CALENDAR

Scottish Field Miniature

Goat Fell from Corrie harbour
Dennis Hardley
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Everyday
Brodick Castle, Garden Open Daily 9am-Dusk
Arran Brewery Open Mon-Fri 12.30-5pm, Sat 10-5pm Closed Sunday
Arran Brewery tour 2pm

Saturday 11th January
Army Cadets Auchrannie Road 11am –1 pm. 
Over 21s Disco Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Karate Auchrannie Games Hall, 11.30am-12.30pm
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Arran Dancers (4yrs & up) Arran High School, 10am
Junior Football P4s and upwards, Arran High School, 11am-12.30pm
Beer Tasting 7pm, PHT, Lamlash

Sunday 12th January 
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm-5pm
Cocaine Anonymous (& all other drugs) Ormidale sports pavilion, 2pm – 3.30pm
AA Meeting Brodick Church Hall, 4pm - 6pm

Monday 13th January
Quiz Eden Lodge, Whiting Bay, 8.30pm
Over 50s Badminton Lochranza Village Hall, 2-4pm
Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Citizens Advice Ormidale Pavilion, 9.30-1.30pm
Senior Fitness Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
Table Tennis Corrie Hall, 6.30pm
Badminton Auchrannie Sports Hall,7-9pm
Arran Junior Football Club Ormidale Park, 6-7.30pm
Yoga Corrie Village Hall, 11am - 12noon
Lunch club Lamlash Sheltered Housing, 12 noon
Yoga - Arran Kinneil, Lamlash,3-4.30pm

Scottish Country Dancing Beginners & Improvers Corrie Hall, 2-4pm
Bridge Club Lamlash Golf Clubhouse 7pm

Tuesday 14th January
Pop Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Youth Club Kildonan Hall, 7pm
Rotary club Glencloy Suite, Auchrannie, 7.15pm
Streetly Dance pre school Auchrannie Dance Studio, 1.45-2.30pm
Streetly Dancing minis P1-3 Auchrannie Gym Hall, 4-4.45pm
Streetly Dancing Juniors P4-7 Auchrannie Gym Hall, 4.45-5.30pm
Streetly Dancing Seniors Auchrannie Gym Hall, 5.30-6.15pm
Weight Watchers St Molios Church Hall, 7pm
Junior Hockey Club Auchrannie Sports Hall, 6-7pm
Healthy Outdoors 10am-1pm NTS Ranger Centre
Food and craft market Ormidale Pavilion, 11am - 4pm
Winter bowls Auchrannie sports hall, 7pm
SFA Early Touch Football P1-P4s, Arran High School, 6-7pm

Scottish Country Dancing Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm

Wednesday 15th January
Hockey Auchrannie Games Hall, 6.30-7.30pm
Tae Kwondo Arran High School Kids-6.30-7.30pm Adults-7.30-8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Lamlash Church Hall, 8pm
Arran Brass Rehearsal Brodick Church Hall, 7-9pm
Yogalates Auchrannie Studio, 9.30-10.30am

Music Mayhem Class Parents & Little Ones Auchrannie Dance Studio, 10.45am
Arran Heritage Museum Archives & Genealogy service 10.30-12.30 & 1.30-3.30
RunArran mixed ability Auchrannie car park, 5.30pm
Yoga-Arran Kinneil, Lamlash, 7-8.30pm
Sports Club P4-S2s, Arran High School, 6-7.30pm
Elderly Forum Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 11-1pm
A week in Orkney (Friends of Brodick Castle)   Brodick Castle Tea Room,2.30pm

Thursday 16th January
Senior Fitness Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
General Knowledge Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Lochranza Craft Club Lochranza Hall, 2pm
Live music Eden Lodge, Whiting Bay 8.30-11.00pm
Weight Watchers Ormidale Pavilion, 5.30pm
Yoga Corrie Village Hall, 6pm - 7pm

Brodick Embroidery Group Brodick Library, 7.30pm
Winter bowls Auchrannie sports hall, 7pm

Bridge Club Brodick Golf Clubhouse, 7pm
Explore Christianity The Courtyard, Smiddy Brae, WBay, 7pm

Friday 17th January  
Aqua Fizz Auchrannie Hotel Pool, 9.45-10.30am
Yogalates Auchrannie Studio, 9.30-10.30am
Arran Youth Foundations Church Hall, Brodick 7pm-9pm
Lochranza Kids Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6-8pm
Lochranza Adults Badminton Lochranza Hall, 8pm
RunArran Coaching Ormidale Park 9.30am
Active Buggies Ormidale Park, 10am
Overeaters Anonymous Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick 11.30-1pm
Arran Ceilidh Dancers Lamlash church hall, 8-10pm
Arran Community Land initiative Whiting Bay Hall, 2-7pm

www.arranbrewery.com
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Recruitment

VACANCIES
We have vacancies for the following experienced personnel:

John Thomson Construction Ltd.
Tel: (01770) 600242

GROUNDWORKERS
GENERAL LABOURER

JOINERS

PLANT OPERATORS
LGV DRIVER – CLASS 1

VACANCY

Office Junior
This is an opportunity for a young person to train in 

administration and office skills.

Applications in writing please to:

John Thomson Construction Ltd.

Park Terrace, Lamlash, Isle of Arran, KA27 8NB

Your text, photos & contact details Own website link Map Rentals
Calendar Availability Facebook Twitter Top Google ranking

BOOST YOUR BOOKINGS

SPECIAL YEAR 1 OFFER - WAS £150 NOW £125.
SUBSEQUENT YEARS £99. NO VAT. Contact Penny Brass on email 

cottagesonarran@gmail.com www.cottagesonarran.co.uk

Property

LONG LET BRODICK
4 bedroomed, furnished ground floor  flat with 

small secluded garden in the centre of Brodick, 

close to all amenities

 Rent £495 PCM (plus council tax and 

electricity)

 For further details ring
Janet and John Flowers 01772 614979

Public Notice
ARRAN

MEDICAL GROUP
The Lamlash Medical Centre

will be 

Closed
for redecoration 

from Monday 20th 
January

and will re-open on
Thursday 23rd January

During the closure of Lamlash 
Medical Centre appointments 

will be available in Whiting Bay 
and Brodick for the duration of 

the work.

NORTH AYRSHIRE COUNCIL: EDUCATION AND SKILLS 
CHILDREN ENTITLED TO START P1 - SESSION 2014/2015

Children who attain the age of 5 years between 1 March 2014 and 28 February 
2015 should be registered for education during the week commencing Monday 
13 January 2014.
As times vary from school to school, parents are asked to check registration 
arrangements with the appropriate catchment primary school for the area in 
which they live. The child’s birth certificate should be produced at the time of 
registration.
Elderbank Primary School, Irvine will combine the current catchments of 
Broomlands, Fencedyke and Towerlands Primary Schools.
If your child is due to attend the new school in August 2014, you should contact 
Broomlands, Fencedyke or Towerlands Primary School to arrange a suitable date
and time for registering your child.
Information on Registration can be found on the Council’s web site:
www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk (Education and Learning pages).
If you wish your child to attend a school outwith your catchment area then you
must submit a placing request which you will be able to submit online by accessing
www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk (Education and Learning pages).
Placing request assistance can also be obtained by telephoning 01294 310000.
Registration at your catchment area school does not guarantee entry to that school.

Carol Kirk
Corporate Director (Education and Skills)

Isle of Arran Homes is holding
an open day tomorrow (Sat-
urday 18 January) from 10am
to noon at their Glen Estate
development in Brodick and
then from 1pm to 3pm at their
MacKelvie Road development
in Lamlash.

The open day is for potential
tenants and their families and
the local community.

Ann Reid, coordinator at
Glen Estate, Brodick said:
‘Working daily with our ten-
ants I fully believe that we
provide the most practical
housing option for many re-
tired people; to have a place
they can call home, with no

Iain MacLean of Lochranza sent us this incredible picture of the lunchtime bus making its way through the 
high tides in the village last Friday.

responsibilities for repairs and
maintenance, and as little or as
much care and support as they
need. Moving to sheltered ac-
commodation can help older
people to remain independent
for longer.’  

The day will give people the
opportunity to talk to staff and

application processes, have a
tour of the development and
get the chance to speak to ex-
perts.  

Anyone who is interested in
attending should contact Ann
Reid on 302 716 or Mary Ad-
ams on 600100.

Reader Photos Trust to hold open 
day at Lamlash 
and Brodick sites



PAINTER AND DECORATOR

TREES

Tree & hedge cutting and clearing
Brush Cutting and strimming.

All types of fencing

Call Jamie McKinnon: 
01770 810 222 or 07760 247201

COMPUTING SERVICES FURNITURE RESTORATION

Incidentals 
Arran

Happy computers on 
Arran since 1983

Bill Stewart
T. 830343

UNDER

£30
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED
ITEMS INTO CASH!
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of advertisements 
in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and the Advertiser 
on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space 
therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ order 
by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing deadline, 
failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the 
advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute 
or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled 
in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial failure 
(however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement 
is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the 
advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, 
refund or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from 
the advertisement.

shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund 
of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose 
or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that 
in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or 
other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising 
from the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in 
accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising 
Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All advertising 
on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or as 
otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment 
interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In 
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Drive Times

JOHN DIVINE
FURNITURE, 

RESTORATION & REPAIR
FRENCH POLISHING

UPHOLSTERY
Blackwaterfoot – 

Isle Of Arran
Telephone:

01770 860878
Mobile

07733 738127
Email: john@

thornybankwoodcraft.co.uk
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OVER £30
Electric guitar and 60w amp
- great condition £150 Tel
07833661055
Flymo hover, large electric metal
blade £45 Tel: 07910 394431
Ipod 8GB white with charger
and headphone perfect working
order £40. Blackberry bold 9780
white with charger good condi-
tion £40 Tel: 01770600393
Quad 400cc Yamaha 4x4 brakes
need attention, starts and drives
£500 ono, Air arms Tx200.

transporter/trailer £200 ono, Tel:
600810/07979 416372

UNDER £30
Small Night Storage Heater
– 72cm high x 34cm wide.
Very Good Condition. £30. Tel:
700508

Beekeepers hat with veil, gloves,
smoker etc £29 Tel: 700367
Scarpa winter boots size 11 (47)
hardly worn £29 Tel: 700367
Mower electric bosch on wheels
metal blade £30 Tel: 07910
394431
Double glazed windows x2 1200
high x 900 wide top opener £30
each Tel: 07910394431

-
puter chair £30 Tel: 600696

WANTED
A hanging punch bag, exercise

board Tel:303899
2 wooden oars suitable for a 12ft
boat Tel: 07792 452814

ASTRA LIFE

£1500 o.n.o.

7 years old, 60K miles, 6 months MOT, 
6 months TAX, very economical

Contact Scott - 07825087422 or John 07719942866
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ENGAGEMENT

DEATHS

CHURCH NOTICES

70TH BIRTHDAY

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

(in full communion with the
Church of England)

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay.
Sunday, 12th January

11.00 am, Holy Communion.
Mrs Janis Gallagher. Coffee

after service.
ALL WELCOME

ARRAN CHURCHES
TOGETHER

CELEBRATION OF
CHRISTIAN UNITY
Sunday, 19th January

at 12.00 noon in Whiting Bay
and Kildonan Church.

With Arran Brass.
Preacher: Mr Kieran Turner,

Evangelical Alliance.
BE THERE! EVERYBODY IS

MOST WELCOME.
COFFEE WILL BE SERVED

FROM 11.15 IN THE
CHURCH HALL.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza,
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but working
together
Minister:

Rev Angus Adamson
Parish assistant:

Mrs Jean hunter:
Worship will be conducted in

the above churches at the
following times to

which all are invited.
Sunday 12th January

Brodick Church, 10.30am,
Morning Worship.

Corrie Church, 12noon,
Morning Worship.

A Service of Worship will also
be held in Montrose House

at 1.30pm
Lochranza and Pirnmill

Churches, 10.15am,
Morning Worship at Pirnmill

Shiskine Church, 12noon,
Morning Worship.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share”

Sunday 12th January
Kilmory 10am

Lamlash 11.30 am
Both Churches:

Mr Ian Watt
All welcome, including
families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

WHITING BAY AND
 KILDONAN 

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
(Charity Number: SC014005)

Sunday 12th January 
Worship will be conducted by

the minister, Rev Elizabeth
Watson, at 10.30am.

Tea and coffee will be served in
the Transept after the service.

All welcome.

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Sunday morning masses 11am

ARRAN BAPTIST CHURCH
Minister: Rev Vince Jennings

Sunday 12th January 
11 a.m. Morning Worship
in The Ormidale Sports

Pavilion, Brodick
Tea & coffee after the service.

Wednesday at 7.30 p.m.
Home Fellowship Group

for Bible Study and Prayer.
Contact phone no. 600222.
Everyone warmly invited.

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

Sunday 12th January 
Shiskine 11am (Church on road

between Blackwaterfoot and
Machrie)

Brodick 7pm (Church behind

Mr Martin Haworth

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND
(continuing)

Sunday 12th January
Morning Service 11am
Trust Housing Lounge
Glen Estate, Brodick

Evening Service 6-30 pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick

Wednesday15th January 
Prayer Meeting 7pm

5 Glen Road, Brodick
All welcome

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS, QUAKERS

Quakers meet every Sunday at
11am. For meeting venue ring

– 830622, 820223

SALVATION ARMY
House Group/Bible Study.

Mondays 2.30pm.
If you are interested in joining
us please ring 810251 for more

information.

Winners on Boxing Day in the Charity Texas Scramble 
at Shiskine Golf Club were Jock Kelso, Joe Faulkner, 
and Elizabeth and Willie Kelso. 

Shiskine Golf Club
The Mahogany Trophy was held
on Tuesday 31 December when 24
played.

First Class: 1 and Scratch Ken
McKinlay 46-3=43, 2 Colin Allison
49-4=45, 3 Jimmy Morrison 51-5=46
BIH. Second Class: 1 John Clark 54-
8=46, 2 Michael Maxton 59-12=47
BIH, 3 David Ritchie 55-8=47. Mag-
ic twos by J Morrison, D Ritchie and
K McKinlay. Congratulations Ken
on winning the trophy.

A good turnout for the ladies in
the Alan Smith Plate on New Year’s
Day, getting round okay. However
the Gents Colditz Quaich was aban-
doned half way round as the weather
turned for the worse.

Plate results: 1 Fiona Malcolm 56-
15=41, 2 Fiona Crawford 53-7=46, 3
Mairi Ritchie 62-16=47. Well done
Fiona M on winning the plate.

D S Bannatyne Shield - Mixed
Foursomes played on Tuesday 2
January. A record turnout of 58 en-
joyed this New Year tradition. 1 Le-
sley Murray and Willie McNally 56-
15=41, 2 John Culpan and Marilyn
Muirhead 53-10.5=42.5. Very well
done to Lesley and Willie.

A rearranged game following bad
weather on the 1st. An early start
proved correct as the rain started just

Sunday 5 January, Colditz Qua-
ich/Winter Cup/12 Hole Medal,
13 played.  1 and Scratch Gordon

Ken McKinlay won the 
Mahogany Trophy on the 
last day of 2013 and Fiona 
Malcolm won the Alan 
Smith Plate on New Year’s 
Day at Shiskine. 

Willie McNally and Lesley 
Murray who won the D S 
Bannatyne Shield (Mixed 
Foursomes) at Shiskine
on 2 January.  

Stewart 50-6=44, 2 Alan Bannatyne
58-13=45, 3 Willie Kelso 51-4=47
BIH. Only Magic Two of the day
was Brian Sherwood at the 7th. Con-
gratulations Gordon on winning the
Colditz Quaich.

Fixtures: Thursday 16 January, La-
dies 18 Hole Medal, 10.30am tee-off.
Saturday 18 January, Gents 18 Hole
Medal, noon tee-off. Sunday 19 Jan-
uary, Gents Ryder Cup.

Brodick Golf Club 
Sunday 29 December, Gents Winter
Cup, 18 played (non handicap coun-
ter). 1 K McMillan (13)41pts acb, 2
E McKinnon (+1)34pts, 3 D Hendry
(13)39pts.

Wednesday 1 Jan Hirsel Trophy.
Winner: I Macdonald (7)35pts acb.
Runner Up: J Armit (7)35pts.

Thursday 2 January, Course Back-
wards Competition. 1 R McCrae
(7)34pts, 2 D McKinnie (9)30pts, 3
J Harvey (18)29pts.

Sunday 5 January, Winter Cup,
11 played (non handicap counter).
1 G Hendry (6)42pts, 2 I Sillars
(13)39pts, 3 D Hendry (3)37pts.

Fixtures: Sunday 12 January,
Sweep. Open draws at 9am and
12noon. Sunday 19 December,

Sunday 26 January, Brandon and
Winter cup. Class draws at 9am and
12noon.

Machrie Bay Golf Club
Tuesday 17 December, Lochranza
Hotel Cup 1 Brian Sherwood 34pts,
2 David Wilkinson 32pts BIH, 3rd
Elizabeth Ross 32pts BIH.

Saturday 28 December, Two Club
Competition. Despite the course be-
ing slightly damp the competition
went ahead. Ladies, 1 Elizabeth Ross
39.5, 2 Mary Wilkinson 47.5, 3 Den-
ise Sherwood  48.5. Scratch Eliza-
beth Ross 50.

Gents, 1 Brian Sherwood 32, 2
John Milesi 44. Scratch Brian Sher-

wood 37. Winner of the Annual Ec-
lectic Denise Sherwood with a score
of 45.

Tuesday 31 December, Winter
Cup 1 Brian Sherwood 68, 2  Eliz-
abeth Ross 71, 3 John Milesi 72.
Scratch and Two Brian Sherwood 72
Due to the damage caused by the
storm the Freebie Final and Lochran-
za Hotel Cup to be played on 4 Janu-
ary was cancelled and will be played
at a later date.

Fixtures: Tuesday 14 January Win-
ter Cup tee off noon.

Lamlash Golf Club 
The Course Backwards Ne’erday
Bottle was held on Thursday 2 Janu-
ary. First and also Best Scratch[63]
Dougie Macfarlane 63 - 0 = 63, 2
Stuart Campbell 71 - 6 = 65, 3 Grae-
me Andrew 80 - 9 = 71 [BIH over Ian
Bremner]. Magic twos Graham Tin-
to, John O’Sullivan, Scott Campbell.
Worst drunk awarded to Alan Smith,
10 over the limit!

The ladies New Year competition
(last nine holes backwards) was won
by Susan Butchard (38). Runner-up
Val Crawford (39). Scratch 44.

Fixtures: Sunday 12 Janu-
ary Winter League [team game]
at Lamlash v Whiting Bay.
Thursday 16 January Yellow Medal
11am Ballot

Whiting Bay Golf Club 
Sunday 29 December, 13 played
in the Sunday Sweep from the yel-
low tees, with some tremendous
scoring. 1 Andy Martin (12)55, 2
Markus Kroner (12)57, 3 Gus Ma-
cLeod (10)58. Malcolm Pennycott
won scratch with 62 and there were
magic twos from Nicol Auld, Gus
MacLeod, Malcolm Pennycott and 2
from Jamie MacPherson.

The nine-hole cross country on

January 2 was won by Colin Nisbet
with a super score of 31.5.

Sunday 5 January, 11 braved the
rather daunting elements to play in
the fourth round of the Winter Cup.
1 Dave Hackett (13)62, 2 Ronnie
Mann (11)68, 3 Graeme Crichton
(12)71 (acb). There were magic
twos by Graeme Crichton and Jamie
McKechnie and scratch was won by
Dave Hackett with a score of 75.

Fixtures: Sunday 12 January, AGA
Winter League at Lamlash, 10am.

Corrie Golf Club
Saturday 28 December 1 E McKin-
non 64+1=65 (BIH), 2 A Smith75-
10=65 (BIH), 3 B Rooney 77-12=65.
Monday 30 December 1 A Mac Don-
ald 68-6=62, 2 D Price 81-10=71.
Wednesday 1 January 1 D Logan
71-9=62, 2 J McGovern 73-9=64, 3 J
McConnachie 71-6=65. Magic twos
D Logan-2, R logan-2, D Jeffries-2, J
McGovern, P Moran and B Rooney.

Saturday 4 January Winter Cup
1 J McGovern 67-9=58, 2 A Smith
71-10=61, 3 A MacDonald 73-
10=63 (BIH). Sctatch E McKinnon
62. Magic twos E McKinnon-2,
J McGovern, R Jeffrey, A Napier.
Mon 6 January 1 J McConnachie
61-4=57, 2 A Burke 69-11=58.
Magic twos J McConnachie-2.
Fixtures: Saturday11 January Sweep
8.30am and noon. Monday 13 Janu-
ary Tee Off noon.

Arran Golfers Association
Fixtures: Sunday 12 January, Winter
League/Duncan Trophy, third round,
Lamlash Golf Club.

Draw: Lamlash v Whiting Bay at
10am, Brodick v Corrie at 10.50am,
Shiskine v Machrie Bay at 11.40am.

STONE - Loving and happy
memories of Chris who passed
away peacefully in Lamlash
hospital on 30/12/2012.  Will
never be forgotten by his wife
and family.  We would like to
thank Doctors, nursing staff
at Lamlash hospital, District
nursing, Home care and a very
special thank you to all the girls
at Stronach day care.

GRAEME TOD
(Balgowan Farm)
and CATRIONA

ALLISON
(Tighnamara, Blackwaterfoot)

Both families are delighted
to announce the engagement

between Graeme and Catriona.
Our hearty congratulations
to the happy couple - watch

this space for further news of
stage 2

Happy 70th Birthday 
Steve Williams!

Love from all the staff at Bay Stores, 
Customers and friends.

THANK YOU MACHRIE
Alistair and Barbara Black wish to express their warmest 

thanks to all those kind folk in Machrie who contributed to 
such a surprise gift during Hogmanay night celebrations at 

Machrie Hall.
 After 40 years we will be really sad to leave this beautiful 
island and all the friends we have made along the way. 

We were presented with a wonderful painting of a Machrie 
sunset, painted so dramatically by the artist John Knox 
and, without a doubt, it will remind us of the stunning 

views from our home and all the shared happy memories.

THANK YOU
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Recycled paper made 
up 75.5% of the 

raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004

Hunter wins 
Decklight trophy 
Sailors took to the high seas 
on New Year’s Day to com-
pete for the annual Arran 
Yacht Club Decklight Trophy 
which has been held annually 
since 2006.

The forecast was less than 
promising with very high 
winds forecast. However 
seven club members turned 
up at 12noon on New Year’s 
Day and despite very windy 
conditions, it was deemed 
safe to sail.

Iain Hunter got off to the 

the defending champion Neil 

Hunter caught at the wrong 
end of the line.

was closely followed by Greg 
Hamill, Angus Campbell and 
Neil Hunter.

Greg pushed Iain hard for 
the remainder of the race 
while Neil closed down on 
the leaders.

Neil just squeezed past Greg 
to take second place.

At the start of the second 
race winds increased to the 
safest limits for racing.

Neil Hunter had the best 
boat speed in race two and 
avoided capsizing during the 
contest.

Iain Hunter chased him but 
had a serious capsize gybing 
on the second down wind 

Greig Hamill unfortunately 
had to retire and was then de-
masted on the way in.

John Leckey sailed a coura-
geous race and managed to 

him a third overall. 
-

ed capsizes by this point and 
conditions had deteriorated 
to the point that a third race 
was deemed imprudent. Neil 
Hunter deservedly won the 
Decklight Trophy for 2014. 

A huge thanks to Alwin 
Hoelzl who not only manned 
the committee boat and ran 
the racing but also supplied 
the safety boat cover which 

Results: 1 Neil Hunter, 2 
Iain Hunter, 3 John Leckey, 
4 Greig Hamill, 5 Angus 
Campbell, 6 Uel Leckey and 
7 Gus MacLeod. 

No Hogmanay
hangover for
rugby teams
Arran’s rugby team didn’t let their Hogmanay hang-
overs get in the way of a kick-about on January 1 as 
they took on Glasgow Accies in a seasonal friendly.

The team from Glasgow were on the island for the 
wedding of one of their players and the game was 
organised as part of the celebrations. 

two tries and Frazer Barr converting one of them the 
local team were beaten 15-12. 

Iain Williamson of Glasgow Accies said: ‘A mas-
sive thank you to the Arran select who pitched up to 
play us on New Year’s Day at Brodick.

‘It was a great laugh and it rounded off a brilliant 
four-day wedding ‘rammy’.’ 
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