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Wishing all our readers and  
  advertisers a happy New Year

ANGER and frustra-
tion shows little sign 
of abating in Inveraray 
after the Royal Bank of 
Scotland announced it 
is to close its branch in 
the town.

The move, due to 
take effect in June 
2018, will see the tour-
ist town left with no 
bank to serve residents, 
businesses or visitors.

Mid Argyll author 
and journalist Marian 
Pallister is just one of 
many who are against 
the closure. Introduc-
ing an online petition 
- hosted by campaign-
ing website 38 Degrees 
- she said: ‘RBS prom-
ised that if its branch 
in Inveraray was the 
last in town, it would 
stay open. We’re ask-
ing RBS to honour that 
pledge and keep the 
branch open because 
it now IS the last in In-

RBS branch closure protest 
gathers pace in Inveraray

Inveraray folk join business leaders to protest outside the Inveraray branch of RBS. 06_a52InverarayRBS03

veraray. Local busi-
nesses, charities and 
people from a wide ge-
ographical radius rely 
on this bank branch.

‘The nearest branch 
after June will be a 74-
mile round trip away. 
Inveraray is a tourist 
hub, essential to Ar-
gyll’s economy. No 
bank in town means a 
tourist by-pass.

‘Sign the petition to 
not only keep bank 
staff in work but the 
rural economy afl oat,’ 
she added.

In tandem with the 
online version, Argyll 
and Bute MP Brendan 
O’Hara has distributed 
copies of a parliamen-
tary petition, which 
must be signed on pa-
per, around Inveraray 
businesses. This, too, 
is proving popular with 
reports that some shops 
are running out of 
forms as the list of sig-
natures grows longer.

An RBS spokesman 
said: ‘We are following 
the Access to Bank-
ing Standard and have 

made our decision af-
ter careful consider-
ation of a wide range 
of factors, including 

changes in customer 
use of the branch over 
a long period of time; 
how often customers 

are using the branch 
and the types of trans-
actions they undertake; 
the number of custom-

ers who only bank via 
the branch and the oth-
er ways our customers 
can bank locally.’

Vehicle Hire and Sales
Burnbank Street, Campbeltown Argyll, PA28 6JD
Tel: (01586) 554480 Fax: 01586 551414
Email: enquiries@kintyrehire.com  www.kintyrehire.com

Car, Van, Minibus, 4 X 4 and Trailer Hire 
throughout Kintyre and Mid-Argyll

Can source a range of New and Used Vehicles - All Makes and Models
Finance is available on New and Used Cars

MOT TESTING STATION
Classes 1,2,4,5 & 7 motorcycles, cars and light commercials.

Open 8am - 6pm Monday to Saturday.
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WEDDING

LOCHGILPHEAD’S David 
MacInnes has received one 
of the greatest gifts he could 
hope for this Christmas - a 
letter from a leukaemia suf-
ferer who is now living life to 
the full.

David MacInnes donated 
stem cells to an anonymous 
dad-of-two in October 2015. 
He received the letter a few 
weeks ago to say that the re-
cipient is thriving and free 
from illness two years after 
the life-saving treatment.

The letter from the recip-

ient reads: ‘October 2017. 
It has now been two years 
since your donation and I 
am pleased to say things are 
good. I have had very few 
problems that are normally 
experienced post transplant.’

The anonymous recipient 
told David he was now back 
at work and living life to the 
full and was reminded every 
day how lucky he was.

The letter continues: ‘I am 
now able to work again and 
have so for a few months, 
which I am enjoying. I am 

also not as tired as I was. I 
am starting to live a ‘normal’ 
life again. 

‘I still have to attend hos-
pital appointments regularly 
and seeing others in similar 
situations reminds me of how 
lucky I have been.’

David is running the Lon-
don Marathon in April to 
raise money for Anthony No-
lan, the blood cancer charity 
that organised the transplant.

He said: ‘That is a massive 
milestone for someone suf-
fering from leukaemia. 

‘It is great news, especial-
ly with him having a family. 
I am delighted for them all.’

Concluding his letter, his 
recipient said: ‘I am still here 
and my family still has a dad 
and a husband, thanks to you.

‘Thank you for donating 
two years ago. You saved my 
life and, as a result, this had a 
huge impact on my family’s 
lives.’

To donate to David’s mar-
athon run, go to justgiving.
com/fundraising/david-mac-
innes.

POLICE are appealing for witnesses after a wom-
an was allegedly assaulted by a man at 11.30pm 
on Wednesday December 20, in a fl at in Hillfoot 
Terrace, Tarbert.

The man also allegedly behaved in an abusive 
manner, damaged property and stole items. Po-
lice are appealing for any witnesses or anyone 
with information to contact them on 101 or anon-
ymously through Crimestoppers on 0800 555111.

CHILDREN from primary schools and nurseries 
across Mid Argyll were treated to a special visitor 
on Friday December 22 – Santa Claus himself.

Giving his reindeer a rest before Christmas Day, 
Santa made the trip around the area on a West 
Coast Motors bus decked out with tinsel.

Bus driver Robert MacKay said: ‘We decided 
to get Santa involved to spread Christmas cheer 
around the town and to get into the Christmas 
spirit.’

REVEREND Dr Rod-
dy MacLeod was hon-
oured with a Member 
of the British Empire 
medal on Friday De-

Assault and abusive behaviour Festive gift for heroic David

cember 22 for his ser-
vices to the Gaelic 
language and the com-
munity.

Rev Dr MacLe-
od chose to have the 
service in the regis-
trar’s room in Manse 
Brae, Lochgilphead, 
so he could be joined 
by close family and 
friends. He said: ‘I 
think the setting for the 

ceremony was lovely. 
It was great to have it 
locally and be able to 
invite people along.’

Rev Dr MacLeod has 
edited the Gaelic sup-
plement Na Duilleagan 
Gàidhlig since 1980 
and has been awarded 
a PhD from the Uni-
versity of Edinburgh 
and the Open Univer-
sity.

The Rev Dr MacLeod 
receiving his MBE 
from the Queen’s 
representative for 
Argyll and Bute, Lord 
Lieutenant Patrick 
Stewart. 08_a52revroddy02

Rev Dr Roddy MacLeod 
honoured with MBE

Santa in the driving seat alongside usual bus 
driver Robert MacKay and West Coast Motors 
mechanic Ian Parker. 08_a52santaexpress

Santa Express delights children

Argyll and Bute Council

Christmas and New Year Refuse and Recycling 
Arrangements (Domestic and Commercial Premises)

Mid Argyll
Refuse and recycling collections due on Monday 25th December will 
instead be collected on Friday 22nd December 
Refuse and recycling collections due on Monday 1st January will 
instead be collected on Friday 29th December
Lingerton recycling and civic amenity site will be closed on 
25th/26th December and 1st/2nd January

Kintyre
Refuse collections due on Monday 25th December will instead be 
collected on Saturday 23rd December 
Refuse collections due on Monday 1st January will instead be 
collected on Saturday 30th December 
Recycling collections by Kintyre Recycling due on Monday 
25th December will instead be collected on Thursday 28th December
Recycling collections by Kintyre Recycling due on Tuesday 
26th December will instead be collected on Friday 29th December
Recycling collections by Kintyre Recycling due on Tuesday 
2nd January will instead be collected on Thursday 4th January 

The Roading recycling and civic amenity site will be closed on 
25th/26th December and 1st/2nd January

Information is also available from the  
Council website and from your local office.

To find out more about living and working in  
Argyll & Bute visit us at: www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

RONALD - CONLEY
Archie Ronald to Sandra 

Conley, at the Highland Parish 
Church, Campbeltown, on June 

24, 2017.  A magical day.
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VISITORS to the Blar-
buie Winter – Chang-
ing Seasons event were 
treated to a veritable 
feast of homemade 
pea or beetroot soup, 
venison sandwiches, 
home-made quiche and 
mince pies.

Bird and bat box-
es produced by Loch-
gilphead Men’s Shed 
members made great 
last-minute Christ-
mas presents and there 
was the chance to sign 
up for the latest cours-
es and volunteer pro-
grammes.

Grace MacLeod, who 
chairs the project, said: 
‘It was good to see so 
many people enjoying 
some of the produce 
grown in the polytun-
nel. 

‘With the salad leaves 
still fl ourishing, even 

CALMAC will be award-
ed west coast ferry contracts 
without having to compete in 
a tendering process - if trans-
port minister Humza Yousaf 
has his way.

Mr Yousaf told MSPs he in-
tends to award ferry contracts 
directly to public sector oper-
ators, as a Scottish Govern-

ment policy review continues 
on the arrangements required 
for a publicly-owned compa-
ny to receive a direct award.

If the plan gets the go-ahead 
it will mean that CalMac will 
continue to operate Clyde and 
Hebrides ferry services until 
2024.

It was also announced the 

paused tendering process for 
the Gourock to Dunoon fer-
ry service will be restarted as 
soon as possible.

Davie Graham, the Unite un-
ion representative for CalMac 
ferries said: ‘We welcome the 
decision taken to end the ten-
dering process in principle.

‘The unions involved in Cal-

Mac have all fought long and 
hard over many years to end 
this waste of taxpayers’ mon-
ey. We are especially pleased 
to see the minister’s stated 
preference to make awards 
to an in-house provider and 
to directly appoint CalMac to 
run the Clyde and Hebridean 
Ferry Services.’

Plan to hand ferry contracts to CalMac

Lochgilphead community 
project flourishes in winter

Left to right: Kerrie Noor, Martine White, Stuart White and Grace MacLe-
od, with four-legged friend Rocky, at the polytunnel. 

in this cold weath-
er, people were sur-
prised at the difference 
a polytunnel can make.

‘We will be starting 
up a gardening club 
in the spring, where 
members can make use 
of the polytunnel and 
learn how to grow or-
ganic produce whilst 
enjoying a blether and, 
I suspect, some good 
fun times.’

The bird and bat box-
es for sale also drew 
attention to the wood-
working courses that 

are currently being 
offered. The cours-
es, which run for fi ve 

weeks, are proving 
popular.

Sally Wilkin, who 
organises the cours-
es, said: ‘We have run 
two successful cours-
es to date and the third, 
due to start at the end 
of January, is already 
full. We will be taking 
bookings in the New 
Year for the course 
starting in March.’

Group reveals 
plan to establish 
gardening           
club in spring 
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Got questions about life, faith, meaning?
TRY ALPHA

Alpha Course at Lochgilphead Baptist Church
starts Thursday 11th January

6.30pm - 8.30pm
Come and explore Christianity and the Bible in a

non-threatening environment.
There will be a meal, short talk and small group discussion.
If you would like to come along, please email Derek Gibson:-

d.gibson2011@btinternet.com 
or contact the church o�  ce:- 01546 603339

All welcome!

From all of us at
Tarbert Farm on Gigha

Our Holiday Best Wishes
to all of our customers!
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Lochgilphead pupils step 
out in style at Snow Ball
PUPILS at Lochgilphead High 
School celebrated the end of the 
term at the annual Christmas Snow 
Ball on Thursday December 20.

Kicking off at 7.30pm, pupils from 
S1 through to sixth year were treat-
ed to a traditional ceilidh and mod-

ern day chart hits as they danced the 
night away.

Praised
Teachers at the school praised sen-

ior pupils who organised the event 
and thanked everyone who made 
the night a success.

Bea Catterwell and Ninamarie Crossey. 08_a52snow-
ball13

A group of S2 to S6 party-goers all smiles at Lochgilphead High School’s 
end of term Snow Ball. 08_a52snowball08

Argyllshire Advertiser newsdesk 01546 602345

Ella Galbraith and Charli-Ann Bird. 08_a52snowball11

Morven McVey and Darcy Curran. 08_a52snowball02

Al� e Campbell, Archie MacColl-Smith, Oliver 
Sumner and Angus MacAskill have a laugh at 
the ball. 08_a52snowball15

Rhona Love, Tilly Cunningham and Iris MacMil-
lan take a quick sel� e. 08_a52snowball16

Euan Litster, Jake Young, Donald Ferguson and 
Andrew Fraser. 08_a52snowball05

Left: Craig O’Meara 
strikes a pose. 
08_a52snowball17

S1 to S6 pupils enjoy a ceilidh at the annual ball. 08_a52snowball18
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Press policy THE EDITOR welcomes letters for publication on this page. 
The Editor reserves the right to shorten, amend or to refuse 
to print them. Names and addresses MUST be supplied to 
indicate good faith, although these details can be withheld 
from publication. Telephone numbers, if available, should 
also be included. Anonymous letters will not be considered. 

Please write to: Letters, The Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll 
Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8NB. Fax: (01546) 
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Emailed letters can only be considered if they have a name, 
full address and phone number.

At The Argyllshire Advertiser, we endeavour to ensure 
all our reports are fair and accurate and comply with the 
Editors’ Code of Practice set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). We realise, however, 
that mistakes happen from time to time. If you think we 
have made a significant mistake and you wish to discuss 
this with us, please let us know as soon as possible by 
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Better 
understanding
Sir,
How encouraging it was 
to see Marilyn Shedden’s 
Thought for the Week in 
the December 8 edition of 
the Argyllshire Advertiser.

Every week her feature is 
uplifting. On this particular 
week it was even more so. 
To read an article by a well 
known Church of Scotland 
member positively writing 
about a Roman Catholic, 
Pope Francis, does such a 
lot to bring the churches to-
wards a better understand-
ing of each other.

She told of Francis’ arriv-
al in Bangladesh in a sim-
ple rickshaw rather than a 
bullet proof pope-mobile.

Increasingly in Argyll the 
different churches organise 
joint events and services 
helping to reduce barriers 
and this is one more step on 
the way.

Well done Marilyn.
Alan Hawkins,
Kilmartin

IT’S WELL known that 
walking in the woods - 
breathing clean air, tread-
ing soft paths, inhaling for-
est fragrances, appreciating 
the silence and the dappled 
sunlight – can calm the 
nerves.  But read ‘The Hid-
den Life of Trees’, by Pe-
ter Wohlleben, a Rhineland 
forester, and a walk through 
the woods becomes an even 
more magical experience.

Wohlleben, who manages 
an ancient deciduous for-
est, shows how trees secret-
ly communicate with each 
other, how parent trees 
protect and nurture their 
young, share nutrients and 
support the sick. All quite 
amazing, but most fasci-
nating is the underground 
‘wood wide web’.

Back in the 1990s forest 
ecologists wondered why 

Naval gazing
Sir,
The recent leak on the 
new British aircraft carri-
er HMS Queen Elizabeth 
is utterly irrelevant to the 
vessel’s future. Whilst the 
leakage has sensational-
ly been quoted as 200 li-
tres per hour, that’s only 
44 gallons per hour. I’ve 
bailed more out of a row-
ing boat.

More importantly, the 
vessel was designed 20 
years ago and is clearly 
not fi t for modern warfare, 
with its ancient comput-
ers even running an elder-
ly version of Windows for 
warships. The aircraft, 
which will not arrive for 
several years, will also be 
built to similarly antiquat-
ed designs.

Far better to repurpose 
the ship as a replacement 
royal yacht. With impend-
ing Brexit, this would ex-
cel for royal visits pro-
moting British trade and 
diplomacy throughout the 

world, as undertaken so 
successfully by the previ-
ous HMY Britannia.

It would certainly give the 
new generation of royals 
something to do that would 
generally be perceived as 
useful even by the most ar-
dent republican.

The vessel is large enough 
to throw garden parties on 
deck or use as a base for 
overseas sales displays of 
UK manufactured mili-
tary equipment - even if we 
can no longer afford to pur-
chase such kit for our own 
armed forces.

John Eoin Douglas,
Edinburgh

Power of kindness
Sir,
On behalf of British Red 
Cross in Scotland we would 
like to take this opportuni-
ty to thank our incredible 
volunteers across Scotland 
who have once again risen 
to the challenges 2017 has 
thrown our way.

Unfortunately the last 12 
months has seen a succes-

sion of emergencies across 
the UK. Here in Scotland 
we have supported peo-
ple when nursing homes 
have had to be evacuated; 
helped communities cut 
off by snow; been there for 
young people to stay safe 
on nights out; and offered 
a helping hand to people 
who feel lonely and isolat-
ed throughout the year.

We are supporting the 
NHS in Scotland as it pre-
pares to meet the challeng-
es of winter assisting with 
early discharges and sup-
port at home so people can 
regain their independence.

The year just past may 
have been an unforgettable 
year for all the wrong rea-
sons, but the enduring spirit 
and the power of kindness 
across Scotland will be its 
lasting legacy. We are in-
debted to our volunteers, 
but we are also actively 
looking for more.

We have launched Com-
munity Reserve Volunteers 
– an easy way to volunteer 
in your community when a 

crisis hits. It’s something 
everyone can do to make 
their community strong-
er, it only takes 10 minutes 
to sign up, and you’d only 
be called on in a big local 
emergency. Find out more 
at www.redcross.org.uk/re-
serves.

Next year will undoubted-
ly bring a host of new chal-
lenges across the UK and 
overseas, but thanks to do-
nations from the general 
public and the dedication 
of our volunteers, millions 
of people facing crisis will 
continue to be helped by 
the British Red Cross.

Thank you.
Marie Hayes,
director of independent
living,
Red Cross Scotland

Trees are more connected than we might imagine. 06_a52A83Trees01

removing wild species 
from planted forests had a 
detrimental effect on the 
planted trees.  The answer 
is that weeding destroys 
underground connections 
through which trees com-
municate. 

Tree roots extend about 
twice as far underground as 
the tree’s canopy spreads 
above ground, so inevita-
bly roots of forest trees in-
termingle. But it is fun-
gi that actually forge the 
communication channels 
between them.

Fungi are neither plants 
nor animals. They feed by 
digesting living or dead or-
ganic material.  We only 
see their fruiting bod-
ies that pop up in autumn, 
but in soil their thin fi la-
ments form a huge, dense 
network called a myce-

lium.  Scientists in Ore-
gon, US, discovered a sin-
gle 2,400-year-old fungus 
extending over 2,000 acres 
and weighing 660 tons – 
the largest living organism 
in the world.

Actually, this particular gi-
ant is not tree-friendly, but 
other similar fungi form 
symbiotic relationships with 

trees. By penetrating tree 
roots they obtain sugar and 
other carbohydrates, some-
times taking up to a third of 
a tree’s energy supply.  In re-
turn, fungi clear pollutants 
from trees and prevent bac-
terial and lethal fungal at-
tack. Via mycelia, trees share 
water and nutrients obtained 
from a vast area.

Astonishingly, some trees 
also send chemical messag-
es via the network warning 
others of imminent insect 
attack.  They then respond 
by pumping insect repel-
lents into their leaves.

Next time you go walk-
ing in the woods spare a 
thought for what’s going on 
beneath your feet.

Send your letters to 
editor@argyllshire 

advertiser.co.uk

Working together 
in 2018
WE HAVE endured fi nan-
cial potholes of A83 dimen-
sions during 2017 and the 
economic road ahead looks 
no smoother.

There are more cuts com-
ing for council and health 
services. Much of the bur-
den of need will be left for 
hard-pressed charities and 
voluntary groups to cope 
with.

In Argyll we are also fac-
ing the retreat of big private 
and public operations into 
cities and away from the 
more remote places where 
they are sorely needed.

Faced with this erosion 
of services, the conclu-
sion must be that we need 
to be better at doing things 
for ourselves if Argyll is 
to thrive. Think differently 
about service provision and 
stand up for our communi-
ties. In 2018 let’s put down 
our smartphones for a sec-
ond, look after each other 
and get to know our neigh-
bours. New Year is a per-
fect place to start, so why 
not get together with oth-
ers, maybe do a bit of fi rst 
footing - safely and respon-
sibly, of course - and have 
a sociable and enjoyable 
time. A happy and healthy 
new year to all our readers.

Science matters
DOROTHY H CRAWFORD

Wood Wide Web
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Vikings land on 
the front green 
in Inveraray. 
06_a28Vikings02

Vikings land   
in Argyll
THE VIKINGS re-
turned to Loch Fyne, 
with Inveraray, Ar-
drishaig, Lochgilphe-
ad, Portavadie and Tar-
bert preparing for raids 
from the historic in-
vaders.

The Norsemen sailed 
to Lochgilphead for a 
good-natured raid on 
the town before join-
ing a healthy crowd on 
the front green for a 
festival of Viking cul-
ture.

UNDER grey skies, Ardrishaig Gala 
Day was a splash of vibrant, colour-
ful fun.

The gala, organised by Mid Ar-
gyll Pipe Band, was attended by gala 
queen Alysha Johnston, king Fin-
lay Love, princess Emily Craig and 
prince Cole Houston.

July

Loch Fyne Sea Angling 
Club’s � oat was 
dedicated to all things 
marine – from mer-
maids and lobsters to 
King Neptune himself. 
06_a30ardgala28

Colour at Ardrishaig Gala

August

Inveraray and District Pipe Band shortly after being crowned grade one 
world champions. 

INVERARAY and 
District Pipe Band, 
formed as a juvenile 
band just 12 years ear-

EMERGENCY ser-
vices rushed to Tarbert 
amid reports of nox-
ious fumes at the vil-
lage sorting offi ce, 
with one postal staff 
member fainting and 
fi ve others feeling diz-
zy.

The six casualties re-
covered later that day 
following medical 
treatment. No obvious 
source was identifi ed 
for the suspected con-
tamination.

lier, were crowned 
grade one world cham-
pions for the fi rst time. 
The band won four out 

of fi ve majors in 2017, 
retaining their cham-
pion of champions 
crown.

Emergency services at the scene in Tarbert. 
06_a34Tarbresponse14

Pipe band crowned grade one world champions

Rapid response to Tarbert sorting office fumes

THE CAMANACHD 
Association selected 
Lachie Wood from 
Lochgilphead to 
offi ciate at the 2017 
Tulloch Homes 
Camanachd Cup Final 

September

Camanachd Cup Final referee Lachie Wood. 

Lachie’s big shinty cup final day

MUSIC lovers from across the country fl ocked 
to Inveraray Castle to witness top acts including 
Skipinnish, Tide Lines and Eddi Reader.

The festival celebrates all things traditional - 
from unique Scottish music to haggis pizza.

between Lovat and 
Newtonmore. Former 
Kilmory, Glasgow 
Mid Argyll and Oban 
Celtic player Lachie 
took up refereeing 
shinty in 2012.

Robert Robertson of Tide Lines delighted young 
fans at the Best of the West festival. 08_a37Bow17_tide-
lines

Inveraray takes a BoW
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Scottish Calendars 2018

£11.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

Enjoy Scotland at its best all year round with our selection of 
stunning calendars. To see all the images from our 2018 range visit: 

www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

ORDER ONLINE AT
www.scottishcalendars.co.uk 
or call us on 01371 851 868 

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

Scottish Calendars 2018

The ideal gift...Scottish Water 
apologises
AT A MEETING of 
Mid Argyll, Kintyre 
and the Isles area com-
mittee, Scottish Wa-
ter offi cials apologised 
for years of delays in 
addressing raw sew-
age spewing on to the 
streets of Tarbert after 
heavy rainfall.

Subject to funding 
and planning approv-
al, a £3 million sewer 
upgrade scheme could 
begin by September 
2018.

October

A 40-YEAR-OLD 
man was detained by 
police and charged 
with attempted mur-
der following a stab-
bing incident in Loch-
gilphead.

The 27-year-old vic-
tim was airlifted to 
hospital and later re-
covered from his in-
juries.

TARBERT fi sher-
man Kenny MacNab 
trekked the Kintyre 
Way and back, raising 
more than £5,000 for 
Parkinson’s UK.
Overcoming challeng-
es along the way in-
cluding shin splints 
and torrential weather, 
Kenny made it back to 
Tarbert for a well-de-
served pint at the Cor-
ner House.

Kenny gets a cuddle from his sister Seona Martin before his 180-mile 
walk. 08_a41kennymacnab

Fisherman 
Kenny treks   
to a cure

Police carry out enquiries at the scene where the suspect was apprehend-
ed. 06_a42policeincident04

Police probe 
Lochgilphead 
stabbing

BBC SCOTLAND 
came to Inveraray on a 
beautiful autumn day 
to fi lm new grade one 
world champions In-
veraray and District 
Pipe Band.

Look out for the 
footage, which will be 
broadcast in the BBC’s 
live Hogmanay show.

November

A TAYVALLICH ori-
enteer won Argyll and 
Bute Council’s Sport-
ing Achievement of 
the Year award.

Louis McMillan has 
represented Scotland 
and Team GB on a 
number of occasions, 
including the World 
Schools Champion-
ships where he fi n-
ished fourth in the in-
dividual competition 
and third in the relay.

Louis McMillan from Tayvallich receives his 
award from Councillor Roddy McCuish. Photograph: 
Kevin McGlynn. 

Louis wins 
award

The BBC crew � lm the band on the banks of 
Loch Fyne. 06_a46IDPB� lming12

Lights, 
camera, action 
for pipe band

December

Tarbert residents have su� ered from raw sewage contamination in their 
homes and businesses for a number of years. 06_a51tarbertreview

Strone Point 
starts - at last
A MUCH-DELAYED 
project to widen a sec-
tion of the A83 began, 
then stopped.

Contractor John Paul 
Construction carried 
out preparatory works 
at Strone Point before 
traffi c lights were re-
moved for the festive 
season. The six-month 
project should begin 
in earnest in the new 
year.

The hillside at Strone 
Point, outside Inveraray. 
06_a51StronePoint01
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Time to vote 
for your 

FINALISTS!

Angus Cat
Dunstaffnage, Oban

014

Marni Jack Russell Terrier
Caol, Fort William

029

Scooby-Doo Dog
Inveraray

038

Max Cat
Lochgilphead

037

Mr Bigglez Staffordshire Bull Terrier 

Bowmore, Isle of Islay

068

Daniel Goldfi sh
Lochgilphead

072

Meg Dog
Kilmichael Glassary, Lochgilphead

111

Ozzy Dog
Oban

073

220

Archie Lhasa Apso
Oban

207

Max Cheviot tup lamb
Oban

Bracken Boxer
Fort William

127

Cooper Cavachon
Oban

125
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I would like to vote for:
Pet number*:......................................................................

Pet’s name:  .......................................................................
Please post to Wyvex Media, Pet Idol VOTE, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll, PA34 4HB, or votes can also be handed in to our offi ces in 
Oban, Fort William, Lochgilphead and Campbeltown.
*Pet number must be supplied.  This can be found at the top left of each pet photograph. 
Photocopied voting coupons will not be accepted and will not count as one vote. 
You may send in multiple voting coupons in one envelope.
Votes must be received by 10am, Monday 8th January. 

VOTING COUPON Round 4

Time to vote for your  TOP TEN!
The votes just keep pouring in...
We have been completely 
overwhelmed by the sheer volume 
of votes since we launched Pet Idol. 
Our readers truly love their pets.
We have now reached the top 20 and 
voting is now open for our final ten. 
Because of the Christmas festivities 
and the pressure on the postal 
service we will allow votes to be cast 
into the new year.
The closing date for entries is 10am 
on Monday 8th January and a voting 
coupon will appear in every issue 
between now and then.

Votes must be received by 10am, Monday 8th January. 
You can vote for as many pets as many times as you like. Only one pet can be voted for on each voting 
form. Just make sure you use the number quoted on the pet’s photograph when voting. Photocopied 
coupons will not be accepted. One coupon counts as one vote. We will also accept multiple vote cou-
pons in one envelope. Good luck to the 20 hopefuls.

270

Grayson Siberian kitten
Lochgilphead

277

Bear Dog
North Connel

280

Hamish Cockapoo
Tarbert

282

Keira 
Boxer/Staffordshire Bull Terrier cross Oban

328

Isla Dog
Oban

329

Daisy Jack Russell/Bichon Frise cross

Campbeltown

332

Blue Dog 
Oban

348

Finn Cockapoo
Campbeltown



Merchiston Edinburgh
Merchiston is the only boys’ independent boarding 
school in Scotland, o� ers the English curriculum, 
and has a global, outward-looking dimension. The 
School takes pride in specialising in the education of 
boys and preparing them for the world, developing 
aspirational, and sensitive, yet gentle-men! Think 
about a wonderfully caring and nurturing family 
environment, where boys learn to like learning more.

With an ethos based on traditional values, Merchiston 
encourages self-reliance and independence, as well as 
respect for and tolerance of others. The main objec-
tive is to motivate pupils to try their hardest and to 
strive to achieve the highest levels possible in all areas 
– � rstly academic, then cultural, sporting, leadership, 
and simply living together as part of a community.

Another aspect of the boys-only philosophy is that 
time is regularly set aside to meet girls from our sister 
schools. This allows the boys to focus on study in 
school time, but also to have plenty of opportunities 
to socialize and make friends through curricular, 
co-curricular, and social links.

Outstanding o�  the � eld…*

• 47% of pupils achieved A*/A grades at A Level
• 82% of pupils gained places at their fi rst or second 

choice university
• 64% of pupils went to UK Russell Group Universi-

ties, Bath, St Andrews and leading international 
institutions

• 92% A*/A/B pass rate in Further Mathematics at A 
Level

• SAT support clinics for applicants for American 
Universities held weekly. Students have gained 
admission to Ivy League Universities, such as 
Cornell and Brown 

• 62% of pupils achieved A*/A grades at GCSE
• 18 pupils achieved nine or more A*/A GCSE grades
• Best Head of Public School (runner-up), Tatler 

School Guide 2015 and 2018
• Gradual progression to secondary teaching from 

Primary six
• Full boarding with a varied weekend activity 

programme speci� cally suited to age and stage

* Academic Results 2016/17

And on the � eld…

• No.1 UK Junior Ranking Golf School (ISGA, 2014/15, 
2015/16 & 2016/17)

• No.2 UK Senior Golf School (ISGA, as of November 
2017)

• No.2 World Tennis School (ISF, 2017)
• No.2 UK Tennis School (LTA, 2017)
• Representation in all of the 2017/18 Scottish 

National Rugby Teams
• In 2016/17, 89% of all pupils, from 7-18, represented 

the School in sport. 
• In 2016/17, there were 73 diff erent teams, of all 

abilities, playing competitive fi xtures across 16 
sports:  a total of 539 fi xtures.

• Wide range of sports available, such as athletics, 
cricket and hockey, suitable for boys of all abilities

Personal tours and tasters available all year. 

A range of scholarships are available at 10+. 
Mean-tested � nancial assistance may be available 
subject to application.  

Is it time to choose an

IndependentIndependent
school?
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Merchiston Edinburgh
And on the � eld…

• No.1 UK Junior Ranking Golf School (ISGA, 2014/15, 
2015/16 & 2016/17)

• No.2 UK Senior Golf School (ISGA, as of November 
2017)

• No.2 World Tennis School (ISF, 2017)
• No.2 UK Tennis School (LTA, 2017)
• Representation in all of the 2017/18 Scottish 

National Rugby Teams
• In 2016/17, 89% of all pupils, from 7-18, represented 

the School in sport. 
• In 2016/17, there were 73 diff erent teams, of all 

abilities, playing competitive fi xtures across 16 
sports:  a total of 539 fi xtures.

• Wide range of sports available, such as athletics, 
cricket and hockey, suitable for boys of all abilities

Personal tours and tasters available all year. 

A range of scholarships are available at 10+. 
Mean-tested fi nancial assistance may be available 
subject to application.  

An experience that will last a lifetime
INDEPENDENT education is one of the 
most important decisions you will make for 
your family.

Where and what kind of home you buy 
and choosing your career path are the only 
family decisions you will make which will be 
bigger than whether to take your child out of 
main stream public education and into the 
fee-paying independent sector.

There are as many reasons for independent 
education as there are children; perhaps it is 
a family tradition. It could be that you know 
your career is going to lead to relocation 
after relocation and boarding is the best way 
to provide the stability needed during vital 
times in your children’s education.

No matter how excellent a state school 
might be, it will always have a ‘one-size-
fi ts-all’ approach towards some aspects of 
school life. This is fi ne for most of the time 
but if, for some reason, your son or daughter 

is the one who is fi nding it hard to make that 
fi t you cannot help but wonder if they would 
be better off in the independent sector.

Is your child just not thriving? Are there 
areas where they need extra help or is it 
that they are not being stretched enough to 
realise their full potential.

Would they benefi t from the smaller class 
sizes that the independents offer? This can 
often be a key point for children from remote 
or rural areas like the West Highlands who 
have attended state primary schools with 
small class sizes who fi nd themselves 
overwhelmed by the size of secondary 
schools.

With state school budgets being ever 
tightened do the extra-curricular activities 
and enhanced pastoral care of the 
independent sector look like money well 
spent in proving for you child’s future?

The last 50 years have seen an 
unprecedented rise in consumer culture with 
families near brain-washed into believing 
that buying bigger, better, faster, newer is 
best. We are moving away from this mindset 
and a realisation is dawning that experience, 
not possessions, is what binds us and 
creates stronger, happier families. Would 
your children benefi t from experiencing 
independent education?

Independent education IS affordable
PERHAPS one of the biggest 
mistakes people make about private 
education is that they cannot afford 
it and never even consider  the idea.

They couldn’t be more wrong.
The golden rule is that it is never 

too early to start planning. 
 Good fi nancial advice, prudence, 

plus parents and grandparents 

working together over savings 
and any inheritance all make 
independent education achievable.

At least £349 million is given 
annually in fee assistance in the 
independent education sector in 
Scotland; with just under 27 per cent 
of all pupils receiving some form of 
assistance. To date, Scotland has 

treated private schools as charities 
in terms of business rates, and the 
schools return this in the form of pro 
bono work through bursaries and 
scholarships for pupils and allowing 
local communities to use their 
facilities. 

This year’s Scottish budget is 
debating this issue.

•  There are just fewer than 30,000 pupils in 
73 independent schools in Scotland. That 
is 4.1 per cent of pupils nationwide

•  Scotland has 19 mainstream boarding 
schools with 3,072 pupils and nearly half, 
46.5 per cent, are from overseas. That is 
the equivalent to the Scottish economy of 
more than £30million in exports

•  The Scottish Council of Independent 
Schools has 73 members; 52 are main 
stream, 21 offer additional support. 
Boarding schools account for 19 of them

•  Within the senior independent schools 
93 per cent of pupils who sat Highers 
passed.

Did you know?

Find out more

● Statistics quoted in this advertising feature come from the Scottish 
Council of Independent Schools annual survey, 2016.

THE schools and services 
featured here are waiting to 
hear from you and provide 
you with all the information 
you need to make this 
important choice.
The website of the 
Scottish Council 
of Independent 
Schools is a good 
place to start.  
Visit www.scis.org.uk.
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Welcome to our world

Where learning  
                     comes to life

Welcoming boys and girls aged 9 to 18 years

Scholarship Dates

Junior 27th January
Third Form 26th February - 1st March

Bursaries also available

Call 01738 815003 to register or visit strathallan.co.uk

Registered in Scotland as a charity number SC008903

STRATHALLAN
SCHOOL

Our aim at Strathallan is to expand our pupils’ horizons and broaden 
their experiences, nurturing their skills and talents in a positive, 

supportive environment that welcomes young people, boarders and 
day alike, from the UK and all over the world.

GENERAL 
INFORMATION MORNING

10th March 2018

Strathallan School 
Welcome to our world

Set in 153 acres of magni� cent rural Perthshire, 
yet easily accessible from elsewhere in Scotland, 
Strathallan School is an outstanding place to learn 
with some of the � nest facilities of any school in 
Scotland. 

The School has a great blend of local, national and 
international pupils and celebrates the di� erent 
interests and cultures our international pupils 
bring. 

Where learning comes to life 

As well as achieving exceptional academic 
standards, we foster a lifelong enjoyment of 
learning. Our highly committed teachers are also 
involved in sports coaching and other activities 
and the bonds built outside the classroom have 

profound educational bene� ts. It’s no surprise that 
many of our pupils move on to top universities like 
Oxford, Cambridge and Edinburgh.

Where everyone’s involved in the life of the 
school

More than 60% of our pupils are boarders so 
there’s always a lot going on. That’s a big advan-
tage for day pupils who stay well into the evening 
and are fully involved in the myriad of activities 
available. 

Where talent turns to achievement

Champions - Strathallan’s 1st XV made history 
winning the U18 Scottish Rugby Schools’ Cup for 
the � rst time. The nurturing environment and 
comprehensive development programme created 
by our Director of Rugby and the coaches has put  
Strathallan � rmly on the map as one of the top 
development schools for rugby in Scotland.

All pupils regularly take part in a variety of sports. 
We also run a comprehensive programme for elite 
athletes. 

In the Expressive Arts, there are many oppor-
tunities to develop creative talents in a variety 
of musical ensembles, in our theatre and in our 
state-of-the-art dance and drama studio.

Where belonging is forever

Strathallan provides an exceptional educational 
experience for boys and girls aged 9 to 18. It's a 
school where e� ort is rewarded and where pupils 
are given the time and encouragement to grow 
into capable, con� dent young men and women 
who are ready for the challenges that lie ahead.

Interested in being part of our world? 

Why not come along and meet the pupils, sta�  and 
parents at our next Information Morning, register 
now at strathallan.co.uk

The Governors of Dollar Academy Trust is a charity registered in Scotland, No: SC009888

More than
good grades.

Co-educational day, weekly and full boarding; 5 to 18 years

Arrange a visit or fi nd out more:
T: 01259 742511  |  E: registrar@dollaracademy.org.uk

Entrance assessments: Sat 27 Jan 2018
Means-tested bursaries available

Dollar FK14 7DU www.dollaracademy.org.uk

Dollar Academy
As Dollar prepares to launch its bicente-
nary year in June 2018, it remains one of 
Scotland’s best performing independent 
schools, highly regarded by parents.
Dollar was recently named The Sunday 
Times Scottish Independent Secondary 
School of the Year, having moved up 
the academic league tables* to third 
in Scotland. Pupils study the Scottish 
curriculum and bene� t from the widest 
choice of Highers anywhere in the country. 
In 2017, pupils set a new school record 
with a 98% pass rate at Higher level and 
almost a third of the year group achieved 
� ve or more A-grades. Results at National 
5 level were just as excellent, with an 
A-grade pass rate of 72.5%. 
The 70-plus activities cater for all interests 
and abilities – from sport and the arts to 
academic clubs, volunteering, the Duke 
of Edinburgh’s Award, Combined Cadet 
Force and world championship-winning 
pipe band. And high-level sports coaching 
has seen many pupils go on to compete at 
national and international levels. 
The Care Inspectorate describes the school 
as having a ‘sector-leading’ standard 
of care for its boarders. The focus is on 
creating a home-from-home environment 
with small family-style boarding houses. 
Tutors help with homework and boarders 
enjoy excellent campus facilities and a 
wide choice of activities in the evenings 
and at weekends. And with several hundred day 
pupils living locally, they have a wide circle of 
friends both in and out of the boarding house.
Dollar is in a uniquely stunning location and the 
strong sense of community amongst pupils is one 
of the great strengths of the school.

*The Sunday Times Schools Guide 2018
To arrange a visit or for more information:
E: registrar@dollaracademy.org.uk
T: 01259 742511
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Kilgraston is a 
leading Catholic 
boarding and day 
school for girls 
aged 5-18. 
O� ering day and boarding education, Kilgraston 
has something to inspire every young woman. 
We are a school with traditional values but with 
a modern and forward-looking perspective on 
education. Education is not just about exam 
success; developing interest and talents, nurturing 
an understanding of di� erent cultures, and 
emphasising our personal responsibility as global 
citizens are vital. As such, a Kilgraston girl bene� ts 
from a wealth of opportunities to extend and 
enrich her educational experience. We o� er over 
50 extra-curricular activities and enjoy modern, 
state of the art facilities including 
a Science Centre, Sixth Form Study 
Centre, excellent boarding accom-
modation, 25m swimming pool, 
all-weather astro-turf pitches and 
Scotland’s only school equestrian 
centre. 
Having been named ‘top 
performing independent school for 
Advanced Highers’ by best-schools.
co.uk in 2015, Kilgraston girls 
routinely achieve outstanding sets 
of results. At Advanced Higher, 
90.5% of grades were A-B against a 
national average of 59.3%. In 2018, 
64% of girls are applying to study 
a STEM undergraduate course and 

in 2017, 100% of girls were accepted into their 
choice of university. Kilgraston has an exceptional 
reputation for girls gaining entry into top Scottish 
universities. 
When Kilgraston girls leave us to go on to further 
studies, we are certain that they will continue 
to channel their talents and become leaders 
for tomorrow. Our girls leave Kilgraston with an 
embedded sense of individualism, con� dence, 
humility and a desire to achieve the very best 
she can, in her own chosen � eld. Our girls don’t 
compromise on success, they inspire it. 
You are invited to join us at our Open Day on 
Saturday February 3, 2018  from 11am-2pm. The 
sta�  and pupils would be delighted to meet you 
and show you our outstanding facilities. Please do 
let us know you are coming so that we can have 
your personalised welcome pack ready for your 
arrival.
For further information or to book a visit, 
please contact 
Mrs Amanda Johnstone: 
admissions@kilgraston.com | 01738 815523

Lomond School – 
A Great Place to 
Live and Learn 

‘At all stages of the school, children and young 
people are highly motivated and actively involved 
in their learning. They are 
respectful, hard-working and 
respond very well to the overall 
high-quality learning experienc-
es’. Education Scotland
Located in the picturesque 
coastal town of Helensburgh 
with its safe community 
environment and excellent 
transport links, Lomond School 
has a long tradition of boarders 
from the West Highlands and 
Islands. 
Lomond o� ers a wide-ranging 
curriculum including eight 
National Fives as S3/S4 and 
the traditional � ve Highers 

in S5. Extracurricular activities include hockey, 
rugby, sailing, skiing and canoeing. The Duke of 
Edinburgh Award is another signi� cant feature 
and Lomond has enjoyed great success carrying 
out expeditions both locally and abroad. 
Boarders at Lomond bene� t from excellent 
facilities with the new Burnbrae boarding house, 

built in 2003, o� ering comfortable lounges, 
a gym and mostly twin en-suite study 
bedrooms. Lomond also allows male and 
female siblings the opportunity to live 
together in the same boarding house and 
families are also o� ered the � exibility of 
weekly boarding. 
Lomond School Principal, Johanna 
Urquhart said: ‘Here at Lomond we 
pride ourselves on taking an individual 
approach to the education and care of 
each and every pupil. Boarding provides a 
particularly rewarding experience thanks 
to our family ethos, excellent facilities and 
professional, dedicated sta� ’. 
Families interested in � nding out more 

about the admissions process, booking a tour 
or arranging a taster session can contact our 
admissions o�  ce: admissions@lomondschool.com 

10 Sta�ord Street, Helensburgh G84 9JX | Phone: +44 (0)1436 672476 
e-mail: admissions@lomondschool.com | lomondschool.com

Lomond School invites applications for August 
2018 entry from P1 to S6. 

If you would like to visit the school and see what Lomond 
has to o�er or find out more about the application 

process, please contact the Admissions O�ce.

Application deadline: 12th January 2018

Inspiring
Potential

COURIER and ADVERTISER, Friday 29 December, 2017 13Feature



14 Recruitment COURIER and ADVERTISER, Friday 29 December, 2017

RECRUITMENT IN ASSOCIATION WITH

MEDIA SALES EXECUTIVE
£ Excellent basic + Bonus + BUPA + Bene� ts
Due to an expanding portfolio of products 
in both print and online, we are looking for 
sales sta�  to join our busy and successful 
team at Wyvex Media, the parent company 
of the Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier, 
Argyllshire Advertiser and Arran Banner. 
We also publish a plethora of lifestyle magazines, 
tourist maps, holiday publications and business 
directories covering the west coast of Scotland and 
beyond.

We are looking for our next shining star and will o� er 
� exible working patterns and working location for 
the right person. A hardworking, committed work 
ethic is essential, along with the desire to develop 
long term relationships with existing and new 
clients.

Experience in advertising sales is not necessary, as 
full training will be given.

We o� er excellent pay and real career progression 
and bene� ts including BUPA, holidays to 35 days 
(Scale), realistic targets and achievable bonus.

You will bene� t from on-going training, � rst 
class support, job stability and the opportunity 
to work for a professional company that believes in 
rewarding success and e� ort. A full driving licence 
is essential.

Please submit CV and covering letter to 

Due to an expanding portfolio of products 
in both print and online, we are looking for 
sales sta�  to join our busy and successful 
team at Wyvex Media, the parent company 
of the Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier, 

We also publish a plethora of lifestyle magazines, 
tourist maps, holiday publications and business 
directories covering the west coast of Scotland and 

We are looking for our next shining star and will o� er 
� exible working patterns and working location for 
the right person. A hardworking, committed work 
ethic is essential, along with the desire to develop 
long term relationships with existing and new 

Experience in advertising sales is not necessary, as 

 

 

 

Marine Site Manager 
 
 
Petersport and Greanamul, Benbecula 
 Salary: £competitive  

An exciting opportunity has arisen for a Site Manager to manage the operations of our 
production sites in Petersport and Greanamul. 
 
The role will have direct responsibility for the operations at the marine site which will include; 
ensuring adherence to all Standard Operating Procedures and Health and Safety requirements 
along with proactively managing fish health and welfare, stock containment, biosecurity, 
grading and treatment plans, net washing and management of diving operations, and the 
efficient allocation of resources including staff and equipment utilisation.  
 
The successful candidate will have extensive experience on an aquaculture marine site with 
proven capability for motivating, developing and leading small teams.  In addition to this they 
will have the ability to accumulate and interpret statistical information for fish growth and 
health.  A full clean driving licence is also essential, along with a flexible and independent 
approach.  
  
To apply and/or request a detailed job specification please use the contact details below. Please 
note applications are requested by CV and covering letter. 

Rhian Chamberlain 
The Scottish Salmon Company 
Marybank Estate, Stornoway, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0DB 
Tel: 01499 600 601 
Northrecruitment@scottishsalmon.com 
Closing date: 15 December 2017 

We are starting our search for 2018 seasonal staff to work 
along the Crinan Canal, one of Scotland’s most beautiful 

tourist attractions! 
Information about Scottish Canals and full details of 
the role, including the role description and hours of 

work, can be viewed on our ‘Join Our Team’ section of 
our website at www.scottishcanals.co.uk

Crinan

We’ve made it even easier to fi nd your 
next job in the perfect location.

Download our app for free 
at hijobs.co.uk/app
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NEW CAR 
INDEX

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,Heathfi eld, Ayr

Tel.01292 880080
      01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,Heathfi eld, Ayr

Tel.01292 880080
      01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,Heathfi eld, Ayr

Tel.01292 880080/880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014

Comrie Rd, Crieff, Perthshire
 PH7 4BQ

Tel.01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West

www.suzuki.co.uk/gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 

Tel.01546 606767/ 606272

TO PROMOTE YOUR
NEW CAR DEALERSHIP

 PLEASE CALL: 
01631 568000

Tel 0770 3490572 ask for Robert

WANTED

All 4 x 4s, old or new Toyota Hilux, land 
cruiser, all pickups single or double 
cabs, any condition, runner or not, 

high miles no problem.

T: 07885 203020 or
E: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

WANTED
All types of motor homes and caravanettes.  

Any age or condition.  We also buy water 
damaged or in need of repair.  Also all 

types of touring caravans from 95 onwards.

Telephone 07759054754

CARS WANTED
Preferably low mileage, quick decision,  

high mileage also considered, up to 
£10,000.  Mercedes, BMW and Audi, other 

models also considered.

Telephone 07546 788945

WANTED
All types of good quality 4 x 4 vehicles, 

Landrovers, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford etc and all 
4 x 4 pickups, must be good condition and 
reasonable mileage.  Older 4 x 4’s and non 

runners/MOT failures etc considered.
 Will collect. 

Tel 0770 3490572 ask for Robert

WANTED

All 4 x 4s, old or new Toyota Hilux, land 
cruiser, all pickups single or double 
cabs, any condition, runner or not, 

high miles no problem.

Phone/text on 07712 625335

ISUZU RODEO PICKUP 60 PLATE
This truck is in
 immaculate
cond inside/out.
122,000 mls, MOT Jan
2018, drives very well,
Ifor Williams canopy,
alloy wheels, good
tyres, delivery can be 
arranged, trade in 
welcome.

 £6,695

RELUCTANT SALE  

07976 553272

MERCEDES SPRINTER 311 CDI LWB
First reg (65 plate), 
198,000 mls, full 
years MOT, fully 
converted motor 
caravan. Sleeps 2-4,
3 seats front, toilet 
/wash basin, gas
cooker, grill & hob, 
sink with hot/cold
water, tv, dvd & 
extras. Vg cond,
well worth viewing.
£11,500ONO

Tel 07900 542531 Fort William

LEXUS RX300 4X4 AUTOMATIC
Black/Black 
leather interior, 
heated seats, 6 
CD multi 
changer, MOT 
end March 2018. 
Great car, lovely 
drive, very good 
condition.

 £3,500ONO

West  Coast 
MOTORING 
TIMES

Scottish Calendars 2018

£11.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

Enjoy Scotland at its best all year round with our selection of stunning calendars. Featuring the breathtaking 
landscapes and diverse architecture from around Scotland. We also have a Scottish Clans Calendar, featuring 

illustrations by R.R. McIan. Our Scottish Calendars make the ideal gift. 
To see all the images from our 2018 range visit: www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868

The ideal gift...

Call  today on

0778 985 5381 

WANTED
4X4s FOR CASH

All 4x4 Vehicles, all makes and models 
wanted. Guaranteed best price, no hassle, 

free collection anywhere. Land Rover 
Defender, Discovery, Freelander Range 

Rover, Vauxhall Brava, Toyota Hilux, Land 
Cruiser, Mitsubishi, Shogun, L200, Pajero, 

Nissan Navara, Terrano, Patrol, X Trail, Isuzu 
Trooper, Rodeo.  + All other 4x4 Vehicles,  
4X4 Pickups, etc. Single Vehicles or  � eet 

purchases. Any age nearly new or old, any 
conditions from perfect to written o� , non 

runners, rotten, no MOT, high mileage, 
blown engine, overheating etc. Cash in hand, 

no hassle, best cash price guaranteed.
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PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEERS

www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Campbeltown Courier, Argyllshire 

Advertiser or The Oban Times and your ad will also appear online at  
www.westcoastclassifi eds.co.uk. Simply use the coupons on this page or 

visit the website and input your details there

MACQUEEN
BROS LTD

Removals/Storage 
& Self Storage
Full range of packing 

materials
Glengallan Road

Oban, Argyll
PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE

HOOK DATA 
SERVICES

•Hardware, Software
•Advice, Repairs
•Consumables

Crinan Harbour by 
Lochgilphead PA31 8SW
Tel: 01546 830157

Call in
or phone

COMPUTER SERVICES

TV SERVICES

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

TEL 01631 720074 or 07776402550
sales@homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk
www.homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk

Porches, Extensions, Roofl ine, Windows & Doors

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS LOCALLY
Call 01586 554646 or 01546 602345 to advertise your 

business in our local services

WINDOW REPAIRS

PROMOTE YOUR 
BUSINESS 

LOCALLY
Call

01586 554646 or 
01546 602345 to 

advertise your 
business in our 
local services

JOINER HANDYMAN

T: 01546 870645
E: DERIMORGAN384@YAHOO.CO.UK

DERI-MORGAN
PC & LAPTOP REPAIR

PC & LAPTOP REPAIR

| Upgrades
| Data Recovery
| Forgotten Windows Login
| Free advice

| Virus Removal
| Slow Performance
| Screen Replacement

DOMESTIC PETS
BORDER X PATTERDALE 
PUPPIES all boys, 6 
weeks old, parents great 
temperament, Telephone 
01631 730265².

FURNITURE
READY BED Child’s in-
flatable jungle ready bed, 
used twice and in excel-
lent condition, £15 Tele-
phone 01631 562750².

GARDEN
SUN LOUNGERS Malibu 
black, set of two, 1 in 
excellent condition, 1 still 
in original wrapping, cost 
£50, sell for, £40 Tele-
phone 01631 562750².

BABY EQUIPMENT
FISHER-PRICE precious 
planet 2 in 1 wind up 
mobile, suitable for cot 
or buggy, £20 Telephone 
01631 562750².
HIGH CHAIR Child’s 
folding high backed high 
chair incorporating tray, 
rarely used and in excel-
lent condition. Yellow in 
colour, £15 Telephone 
01631 562750².

BUILDING / DIY
REPLACEMENT CHIM-
NEY POTS for older 
houses, ornate Victorian/
Edwardian pots in var-
ious sizes and colours, 
£40 Telephone 01631 
564578².

VINTAGE CART WHEELS 
and smaller implement 
wheels. Colourful garden 
display items. Prices from 
£30, Telephone 01631 
564578².
VINTAGE CHIMNEY 
POTS Vintage chimney 
pots in various sizes and 
styles, make lovely gar-
den planters. Prices from 
£40, Telephone 01631 
564578².
VINTAGE LAWN ROLL-
ERS cast iron and deco-
rative, for working use or 
colourful garden feature, 
various sizes from 
£90, Telephone 01631 
564578².

HEATING, FIRES 
AND FIREPLACES

FRANKLIN REGENCY 
WOOD BURNING STOVE, 
3m of 8” flue, storm collar, 
chimney and rain cap, 
£350 ono Telephone 
01631 730360².

HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD, white, blue and 
pink colours in stock, 
available in A3/A4/A5 
sizes, from 13p per sheet. 
Contact Krisp Print on 
01586 554975.

LEISURE 
AND LIFESTYLE

HOT STICKS by Babyliss, 
in carry case and in excel-
lent condition, £25 Tele-
phone 01631 562750².

MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS featuring 
spectacular photography 
of some of our most sce-
nic lochs, rivers, beaches 
and mountains. Places 
include: Stirling, Fort Wil-
liam, Glencoe, Aberdeen, 
Isle of Skye, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, Loch Lomond, 
Kelso, Aviemore, Forfar, 
Rum and Eigg, Shetland, 
Glentrool and Dryburgh. 
Always a popular gift for 
family and friends at home 
or abroad. Order on-line 
at www.scottishcalendars.
co.uk or telephone 01371 
851868.
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALENDAR, 
fabulous views of the 
West Highlands portrayed 
in this handy and con-

veniently sized calendar. 
Places include: Inveraray, 
Appin, Oban, Seil, Isle 
of Mull, Campbeltown, 
Tarbert, Machrihanish, 
Fort William.  Ideal for 
home offices or as a gift. 
Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk or 
telephone 01371 851868.

MISCELLANEOUS
WATER FEATURE bronze 
effect, mermaid on a shell 
pool with 3 glass lights, 
photo available. Cost 
£350, sell for£99.99 Tele-
phone 01631 562750².

PRINTING AND STA-
TIONERY

PROMOTIONAL MATERI-
AL , market your business 
effectively with profes-
sionally designed leaflets, 
posters and flyers from 
Krisp Print. Contact on 
01586 554975.
THANK YOU CARDS new 
baby or wedding, with a 
photo of your new arrival 
or big day.  Truly individu-
al, a treasured keepsake.  
Call Krisp Print on 01586 
554975.

 BUILDING AND JOINERY SERVICES

It’s Oor Jan’s 70th birthday this New Year’s Eve,
Age three score & ten years, it’s hard to believe.

Gods blessings we’re sending from east and from west,
To tell you Oor Jan, you’re “Simply the best”.

So when you’re out shopping or just out walking your dug,
Wish Jan “Happy Birthday” and give her a hug.

Love & best wishes to our latest septuagenarian.
From Sammy & the A team.

OXXO

Happy Birthday
Personal Notices
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TEXT
FOR THE WEEK

Jesus said, ‘Blessed are the 
peacemakers, for they will be 

called sons of God’ 
(Matthew 5:9).

BIRTHS
BERTRAN BOYD 
- Laura and Joan 
Francesc are delighted 
to announce the birth 
of their son, Joey, on 
November 28, 2017, 
at St Joan University 
Hospital, Reus, Spain.  A 
grandson for Alistair and 
Alison Boyd, Peninver.

DEATHS
COCKBURN - 
Peacefully at home, 
20 Achnamara, by 
Lochgilphead on 
December 24, 2017, with 
her husband and daughter 
holding her hand; 
Topsy – Patricia Ann 
Margaret (Campbell), 
aged 89. Loving and 
dearly loved wife of 
Joe, loving and dearly 
loved mother of Fay, 
Joe, Stella and Robert, 
loving nana of six and 
loving sister of Mia and 
the late Douglas. Always 
in our hearts. Funeral 
Service will be held at 
Inverlussa Church, by 
Achnamara on Thursday 
January 4, 2018, at 
11.30am, thereafter 
to Carsaig Cemetery, 
Tayvallich. Family 
fl owers only please. 
Donations, if desired, to 
Vasculitis Lauren Currie 
Twilight Foundation & 
Alzheimer’s Scotland.
MUNRO - Peacefully at 
his home, 23 Glenfyne 
Crescent, Ardrishaig, 
on December 20, 2017, 
Donald Munro, aged 
67 years, beloved son 
of the late Donald and 
Mary Munro, and dear 
brother of Norman.  A 
much respected former 
work colleague and 
dear friend.  Funeral 
service was held at 
Cardross Crematorium, 
on Saturday, December 
23, 2017.  Will be sadly 
missed. 
MACDOUGALL - 
Peacefully at the 
Kintyre Care Home, 
Campbeltown, on 
December 15, 2017, 
John MacDougall 
(Iain), in his 78th year, 
formerly of Colonsay 
Terrace and Lora View, 
Oban. Dearly beloved 
husband of the late 
Wilma Mathieson, and 
loved father of Alasdair, 
Lorne and the late 
Pamela. Service in the 
Old Parish Church, Oban 
on Wednesday January 
3, 2018 at 1.00pm. 
Funeral thereafter to 
Pennyfuir Cemetery, 
Oban. Friends please 
accept this intimation 
and invitation.

MCMILLAN - 
Peacefully, at Lochside 
Care Home, Shandon, 
on December 15, 2017, 
Robert Calder, of Camus 
Na Gaul, Kintyre, 
widower of Ann Duncan. 
Funeral service at 
Cardross Crematorium, 
on Friday, January 5, 
2018 at 1.15pm.
WATKINS - Suddenly 
in Austin, Texas on 
December 21, 2017, 
in her 73rd year, 
Catherine, née Johnston, 
formerly of Dell Road, 
Campbeltown. Dearly 
loved wife of Neal, 
much loved mother of 
Stephanie and Leanne, 
loving grandmother of 
Alexandra, Kiera, Olivia 
and Amelia, much loved 
sister of John, Alex and 
the late Betty, sister in 
law of Buckie, aunt to 
Tracey, Amanda and 
Alex and great aunt to 
Helen and Elizabeth.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
MCMILLAN - James, 
Jamie Duncan, Andrew, 
Siobhan and Christie 
would like to thank 
everyone most sincerely, 
for the many kind 
expressions of sympathy 
and support received in 
the recent sad loss of 
Mary.  Special thanks 
to doctors and staff at 
Tarbert Medical Practice 
and Royal Alexandra 
Hospital, Paisley, for all 
the kind care and attention 
received.  Thanks also to 
Matthew Ramsay for a 
comforting service, Stan 
Lupton Funeral Directors 
for professional services, 
Tarbert Hotel for excellent 
catering and to all who 
paid their last respects 
at church and graveside. 
Donations raised £505 for 
Cancer Research UK and 
the Fishermen’s Mission.

IN MEMORIAMS
GREENLEES - In loving 
memory of a dear mum, 
granny and great granny, 
Elizabeth (Betty), who 
passed away December 
31, 2016.
Always in our thoughts.
Life ends, memories last 
forever.
- Elizabeth, Bobby, 
Paulene, Leanne, 
Mark, Claire and great 
grandsons x.
MCCALLUM - 
Treasured memories of 
James, who died January 
1, 2017.  A much loved 
husband, dad, grampa and 
great grampa.
Precious memories, great 
or small,
To have had you in my 
life, was the greatest gift 
of all. 
- Love always, Matty. 

MCCALLUM - 
Treasured memories of 
James, a much loved dad 
and grampa, who passed 
away on January 1, 2017.
His life was full of kindly 
deeds,
A helping hand to all in 
need,
Sincere and true in heart 
and mind,
A memory sweet he left 
behind.
Loved and missed always. 
- Jim, Marie, Amy and 
Andrew.
MCCALLUM - Precious 
memories of my dear dad, 
James McCallum, who 
passed away on January 
1, 2017.
If roses grow in heaven, 
Lord, please pick a bunch 
for me, 
Place them in my father’s 
arms and tell him they’re 
from me, 
And tell him I love and 
miss him, and when he 
turns to smile, 
Place a kiss upon his 
cheek and hold him for a 
while, 
Because remembering 
him is easy, I do it every 
day,
But there’s an ache within 
my heart that will never 
go away. 
- Your loving daughter, 
Agnes.
Love and miss you 
Grampa. 
- From David and 
Michelle. 
Love you to the stars 
Grampa Callum. 
- From wee Olivia.
MCGLYNN - In loving 
memory of a dearly loved 
father and grandfather, 
Dugald (Tat) McGlynn, 
who passed away 
December 29, 2016.
Loved and remembered 
every day.
- Kenneth, Kerry and Ben.
MCLEAN - In loving 
memory of Betty, passed 
away December 30, 2011. 
A dearly loved mum and 
granny.
Remembered always.
Never forgotten.
- Aileen, Gemma, Jamie, 
Craig, Eilidh and Conor.
McNICOL - Treasured 
memories of Don, who 
passed away December 
28, 2016, a much loved 
husband, step-dad and dad.   
Always in our thoughts, 
forever in our hearts.  
- Love Mary, Malcolm 
and Margaret.
TAYLOR - In loving 
memory of husband Tom 
who died December 30, 
1998 and son Nicholas 
(Nick) who died 
December 26, 2014.  Both 
missed a lot.

CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND WEST 
LOCHFYNESIDE

Sunday 31st December 2017
Cumlodden 

Lochfyneside and 
Lochgair

Charity No. SC016097
Morning Service

in Cumlodden Church
at 10 am

Glenaray and Inveraray
Charity No. SC016665

Morning service
in Inveraray Church

at 11. 30 am
Minister:

Rev. Dr. Roderick Campbell
ALL WELCOME

ARDRISHAIG AND
SOUTH KNAPDALE

PARISHES
(The Church of Scotland)

Sunday Services
in

Ardrishaig at 11:00am
and

Achahoish at 12:30pm

SCOTTISH 
EPISCOPAL 
CHURCHES
Christ Church
Bishopton Road, 

Lochgilphead
(SC013787)

Sundays
 11.00am 

Eucharist & Coffee
St Columba’s, 

Poltalloch (SC031391)
1st Sunday of the month
9.00am Holy Communion 
3rd Sunday of the month

3.30pm Evensong
Father Simon Mackenzie

01546 602315

ST MARGARET’S 
R.C. CHURCH

LOCHGILPHEAD
Holy Mass Sunday 10am

All Saints, Inveraray
Holy Mass Sunday 12.30pm

Fr. David Connor
01546 602380

All Welcome (SCO002876)

LIVING STONES 
CHRISTIAN 

CENTRE
KILMARTIN

Sunday 31st December
Service at 11 a.m.

Speaker: Graham McLean
‘A new day is dawning!’
Followed by a light lunch

ALL WELCOME

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND

Sunday 31st December 2017
New Years Eve Services
Skipness Service  10am
Tarbert Service 11.30am

Mr James McLellan
For all church enquiries and 

pastoral care
Contact Rev. Hilda Smith,

 Interim Moderator
on 07826 235735

Everyone very welcome
Tarbert & Kilberry SCO02622

Skipness SCO04280

SKIPNESS LINKED 
WITH TARBERT 
LOCHFYNE AND 

KILBERRY

CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

GLASSARY 
KILMARTIN 

and FORD 
PARISH 

CHURCH
31st December 2017

Ford  11.45am 
Rev. C Acklam
All welcome
SC0 02121

NORTH KNAPDALE
PARISH CHURCH

Charity Number SC001002
Emmanuel, God with Us

Sunday 31 December
Tayvallich Church 10 am

Morning Worship
Rev C Acklam

Sunday 7 January 2018
New Year Resolution

Enjoy life to the full with Jesus
Inverlussa Church 11.30am

Café Connect resumes 
13th January 2018

All welcome
Enquiries 01546 606926
www.northknapdale.org

Burnside Street, Campbeltown
01586 552046

Sunday Services

10.30am Morning Service  
6.30pm No meeti ng

Majors Ben & Ruth Russell

All welcome

Campbeltown Corps
Church and Community Centre

LORNE AND 
LOWLAND

PARISH CHURCH
Scottish Charity Number 

SCO11686
Sunday 31st December
11.15 Morning Worship  

Rev P Wallace
Everyone most welcome

SCO02493
Sunday 31st December

The service will be conducted 
by Rev William Crossan

And will be held in the Church 
at 11.15am

All welcome.

SPRINGBANK 
EVANGELICAL

CHURCH

75 Longrow, Campbeltown

Sunday 31st December
11am Family service with 

communion
All are welcome

Pastor Steve Davies
Wednesday 3rd January

Bible study and prayer
7.30pm at the manse

Enquiries 01586 551200
www.springbankchurch.co.uk  

SCO14646

George Street, Campbeltown
Sunday 31st December

11.15am  Worship Service
Calum Ferguson

Wednesday 3rd January
12.30pm  Bible Study

 and Prayer
All Welcome

www.campbeltownfreechurch.co.uk
Scottish Charity Number: SC046745

Sunday 31st December
11.00am

New Year’s Eve Family Service
Youth Fellowship

Check our Facebook page for 
regular updates

Pastor Chris Holden
We meet at the Guide Hall, Kinloch Road

www.campbeltowncommunitychurch.co.uk

SC043322

Argyll Street, Campbeltown
St Kiaran Episcopal Church: 

Campbeltown
Scottish Charity No SC023277

Sunday 31st December
Christmas 1 

Holy Communion 10.45am
 Enquiries Tel: 01586 551141

The Scottish Episcopal Church is a Province of 
the Worldwide Anglican Communion

ST. KIERAN R.C. 
ST JOHN ST, 

CAMPBELTOWN
01586 552160

Rev Tony Wood
Vigil Mass Saturday 6pm
(except 1st Saturday of the month)

 Sunday 10am
All Welcome
(SCO02876)



Thought for 
the Week
with Marilyn Shedden

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Est. 1978Funeral Directors
& Monumental Suppliers

T.A.Blair LtdT.A.Blair Ltd
Funeral Directors

& Monumental Suppliers

Burnside Street, Campbeltown
Funerals carried out in Campbeltown, 

Kintyre and throughout the UK
For personal attention assured at all times
Telephone Alasdair, Kenneth or Rhys

(01586) 552918 or Mobile 07810 443473
blairfunerals@btinternet.com

Agents for

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which 
relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications owned by 
Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited 
Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The 
Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and 
comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement 
by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on 
acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed 

by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the 
Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher 
reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of 
the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and 
Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to 
recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be 
settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the 
Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned 
by any total or partial failure (however caused) of publication or 
distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement 
is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission 
in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the 
Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of 

the advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable refund or 
adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be 
made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract 
from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within fourteen 
days of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total liability of 
the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount 
of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular 
advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a 
further or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably 
comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the 
Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling 
upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened legal 
actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one or 
more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy 

instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/
Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order 
by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with 
the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 
days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  
In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment 
interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the 
due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a 
late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late 
payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given 
and to raise an additional invoice for the discount which will be treated 
as though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our 
conditions.

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/
campbeltowncourier

www.facebook.com/
argyllshireadvertiser
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Send your photos 
and stories to 
editor@argyllshire
advertiser.co.uk

ARROCHAR BUTE AND OBAN

LOCHGILPHEAD YOUNG people from Bute and 
Oban will travel to Germany next 
year to spend a week with a group 
of German teenagers.

The exchange follows a success-
ful visit to Amberg-Sulzbach Ba-
varia in 2016, with German teenag-
ers visiting Rothesay last year.

Policy lead for education Coun-
cillor Yvonne McNeilly said: ‘In 
2016, when a group of local young-
sters visited Germany on the fi rst 
leg of an exchange, it was the fi rst 
time in 20 years such a visit had 
taken place.

‘It went brilliantly and when we 
hosted the return visit to Rothesay 
and Oban at Easter this year, it be-
came clear that everyone involved 
wanted it to become a fi xture.

‘I’m delighted that’s been con-

fi rmed and a trip to Bavaria is in the 
offi ng for 2018. Our young people 
have been the perfect ambassadors 
for Argyll and Bute and I know they 
will be again.’

Young people from both coun-
tries have stayed in touch since the 
exchange, often travelling to visit 
each other.

Exchange project
The group is also working towards 

a bronze or silver Youth Achieve-
ment Award, an SQA accredit-
ed award from Youth Scotland, for 
their involvement in the exchange.

ARROCHAR Moun-
tain Rescue Team has  
been awarded £3,678 
from the SEEN Resil-
ient Fund.

The team provides 
search and rescue 365 
days a year when re-
quested by Police Scot-
land.

It covers a vast geo-
graphical area includ-
ing Loch Lomond and 
the Trossachs Nation-
al Park.

The money will go 
towards the purchase 
of two monoculars to 
aid in the search of 
missing people. The 
team hopes the monoc-
ulars will help it locate 
people quicker, easing 

The exchange students pictured at Mount Stuart on the Isle of Bute. 

Bute and Oban youngsters 
in German exchange visit

L O C H G I L P H E A D 
kids were able to get 
a festive boogie in be-
fore Christmas thanks 
to a fundraising school 
disco.

The disco was or-
ganised by Lochgilp-
head man David Mac-
Innes who is running 
the London Mara-
thon next April to raise 
awareness and funds 
for blood cancer char-
ity Anthony Nolan.

David said: ‘Just 
want to say thanks to 
everyone that helped 

Rescue team awarded £3,678
the search operation.

Mike Bignall, team 
leader at Arrochar 
Mountain Rescue, 
said: ‘Arrochar Moun-
tain Rescue Team op-
erates in a huge area 
from Dunbartonshire 
to Arrochar, up to 
Bridge of Orchy and 
down to Campbel-
town.

‘We are a team of 33 
volunteers who cover 
this area on a 24/7 ba-
sis. Anything that we 
can have at our dis-
posal that will help us 
to save lives in a quick 
and timely manner will 
be of huge benefi t to 
both us and the people 
we aim to help.’

organise the Christmas 
disco last night.

‘To my wife Hazel 
for helping out on the 
night, to Stephen Col-
ligan for the music and 
to Tesco, the Co-op 
and Aldi for their gen-
erous donations.

Thanks
‘Thanks must also 

go to the Mid Argyll 
Youth Services for al-
lowing the use of the 
youth club.’

David plans to organ-
ise another disco for 
kids in February.

Christmas disco for charity funds

IT’S A FUNNY sort of time, this time be-
tween Christmas and New Year.

I love Christmas but don’t care much for 
New Year.

As I wait for ‘the bells,’ like many I think 
of the folk who are no longer with us and of 
the sadness that brings.

Each year someone will say: ‘Well I just 
hope this next year is better.’

Many will be glad to put this year behind 
them, but others will look back with joy and 
happiness at things that happened this year.

Across the world people will gather in 
town squares and villages. Fireworks will 
cascade into the air hanging between one 
year and the next.

Champagne will fi zz and fi ll the space that 
takes us from this year to another and the 
countdown will begin.

The seconds ebb away like our breath on 
the cold night air and a new year will begin 
on the strike of midnight.

In the crowd, each is alone with her or his 
own thoughts and dreams.

In his poem: ‘To the New Year,’ the poet 
W.S. Merwin invites us to bring:

‘Our knowledge such as it is and our hopes 
such as they are invisible before us un-
touched and still possible.’

Perhaps at midnight we might refl ect on 
what we would like to do in this year that is 
knocking on the door of life.

It might be an opportunity to follow a 
dream, fi nish some unfi nished business, 
take more time with our loved ones or make 
a commitment to do something that will 
make our own wee corner of the world bet-
ter.

Whatever your dream, I wish you peace, 
and that your untouched hopes will become 
possible in the year ahead.
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Children put on a show in Tarbert
THAT Christmas feeling tru-
ly arrived in Tarbert as the vil-
lage children took part in a tra-
ditional nativity play.

The young people from the 
Sunday school joined the con-
gregation at Tarbert Parish 

Church on Sunday Decem-
ber 17 to put on their seasonal 
show, as singers from Catriona 
Arnot’s choir also entertained 
with some songs.

Lisa MacFarlane of Tarbert 
Parish Church said: ‘Thank 

you to all who took part in 
the Church of Scotland ser-
vice. The Sunday school chil-
dren were great - the singing 
was fabulous and I hope it gave 
everyone there a lovely Christ-
massy feeling.’

MS Centre festive tree
brings joy to Christ Church
SPECIAL Christmas trees have 
been on display at Christ Church in 
Lochgilphead.

The Christmas tree event was or-
ganised by the church to celebrate 
local causes, with admirers able to 
view the trees and donate to a num-
ber of local community groups.

Mid Argyll Multiple Sclerosis 
Centre’s Claire Cameron said: ‘Our 

tree has been decorated to acknowl-
edge the everyday activities at the 
centre.

Special bauble
‘These include knitting, music 

therapy and a special bauble to rep-
resent the oxygen chamber.

‘We think it is a lovely idea and 
hope to get involved again next 
year.’

It’s a pirate’s life for 
Glassary primary
PUPILS from Glas-
sary Primary School 
gave two stellar per-
formances of Pirates 
of the Curry Bean for 
friends and family on 
Thursday December 
21.

The school would 
like to thank everyone 

Rev Canon Simon Mackenzie from Christ Church with Claire Cameron and 
Isobel MacIntosh from the MS Centre. 08_a52MScentre

A special Christmas scene in Tarbert as, left to right, Charlie, Annie, Ellie, Jack and Archie play the 
traditional roles. 

Captain Redbeard and 
his pirates announce 

plans to � nd treasure 
Bean. 08_a52glassaryps

who made the show 
a success, and to the 
children for such great 
performances.

THIS WEEK’S 
JACKPOT £1500

SPOT THE BALL

All you have to do
We have removed the football from the photograph opposite.  Now look 
carefully at the position of the players and use your skill and judgement 
to place a cross at the exact point where you think the centre of the ball 
was.  You may have a maximum of 10 attempts on this coupon at a cost 
of £1. If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons.  The game starts with a jackpot of £250 and will increase by 
£50 per week until it is won outright.
To win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must be in the exact centre 
of the ball.
Entry will be void if crosses overlap. Prizes will be shared between those 
submitting correct entries.
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will be 
awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be awarded 
that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 10 
attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to reach "Spot the Ball" 
Competition, The Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, Main & Longrow 
South, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6AE by 10am, Wednesday 3rd 
January. No refunds will be given for entries received after the deadline. 
You may hand it into The Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, 
Campbeltown by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, mislaid 
or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.
The company’s decision will be final on all matters relating to the 
competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The final decision 
rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 
equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the awarding 
of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and void 
at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the price 
of the coupon to any person who has entered the competition at that time.
Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their immediate relatives and any 
persons otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible to enter.

I enclose £1 for 10 crosses (tick box)  The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 10, but you 
may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide 
by the rules. How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Ten crosses may be put on this coupon 
for £1. Crosses must not overlap Send to ‘Spot the Ball’ Competition, Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, 
Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6AE

Name ...................................................................................................................
Address ...............................................................................................................
.......................................................................... Tel No. .......................................

Please 
tape your 

£1 coin here
(if posting)

To allow for 
disruption 

to the postal 
service over 

the festive 
period we 

will run spot 
the ball for 

2 weeks. 
Please make 

sure your 
entries are in 
before 10am, 
Wednesday 
3rd January.
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facebook
www.facebook.com/
argyllshireadvertiser

THE ANNUAL Christ-
mas shoot took place 
on Sunday December 
17 and marked the last 
competition of Tarbert 
Gun Club’s year.

This was a shoot with 
a festive twist, howev-
er, as the competitors' 
names went into the 
hat before being drawn 
at random into pairs to 
shoot together. As luck 
would have it, the com-
petition became par-
ticularly interesting 
as all the top shooters 
were kept apart.

The targets were of 
a fl ush type, where 
four clays were set off 
together over three 
stands. Each stand was 
different, ensuring the 
ability of the 23 pairs 
was tested. Those who 
came out on top were 
rewarded with a turkey 
or a bottle to celebrate 
the festive season.

The club thanked 
everyone for their sup-
port over the past year 
and hopes for the same 
in the New Year.

The winners were: 1 
Donald Nicolson and 
Andy Peden; 2 Ian 
Winnard and Steven 
Sloan; 3 Buddy Pater-
son and Niall Wilson.

THE SPORTING year 
comes to an end with a 
charity football match 
for a cause close to the 
hearts of many people 
in Mid Argyll and be-
yond.

Lochgilphead Red 
Star AFC is to host 
a special Old Firm 
- Rangers v Celt-
ic - game in aid of the 
Cystic Fibrosis Trust 

FOUR lucky people were Christmas winners 
in the Inveraray Shinty Club lottery.

The numbers drawn on Christmas Eve 
were 11, 14 and 19. In the club’s special fes-
tive draw, Sheena Stewart, Daniel Cameron, 
Romy MacPherson and Jenny Spiers all won 
£50 to help celebrate the season.

In the main draw, though, there were no 
winners, meaning the jackpot on Hogmanay 
will be a whopping £1,100.

Tarbert’s Christmas shoot with a twist

The winners: Ian Winnard and Steven Sloan; Donald Nicolson and Andy Peden; and Buddy Peterson and Niall Wilson. 

Inveraray’s festive 
shinty winners Big match for Tommy’s trophy

Red Star and Tarbert players remember Tommy before a match in November 2017. 06_a46RedStarTarbert_si-
lence02

following the recent 
sad loss of former Red 
Star youth coach Tom-
my Welch.

Tommy, who had 
Cystic Fibrosis, had 
coached the Red Star 
1997 team which won 
the Dumbarton Devel-
opment League double 
in 2014.

At the close of play, 
the winners of the 

match will be present-
ed with the Tommy 
Welch memorial Tro-
phy, donated by Tom-
my’s family.

The match will kick 
off on the Lochgilphe-
ad Joint Campus astro 
pitch at 10am on Sat-
urday December 30, 
with experienced offi -
cial Jimmy Litster ref-
ereeing.Newsdesk 01546 602345

THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £1500
SPOT THE BALL


