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REPORT by
COLIN CAMERON

DONT MISS
your FREE 2016 Calendar

in next week’s 
Argyllshire Advertiser

Campbeltown
Motor Company SERVICE

CAMPBELTOWN MOTOR COMPANY, SNIPEFIELD, 
DRUMORE, CAMPBELTOWN. TEL: 01586 552030

CAMPBELTOWN MOTOR 
COMPANY – WINTER SALE 

NOW ON!
MAIN ADVERT ON PAGE 5

Campbeltown 
ferry to return

THERE was welcome 
news for Kintyre and 
Mid Argyll this week as 
it was announced that 
a summer ferry service 
between Ardrossan and 
Campbeltown is to be 
made permanent.

The move follows a 
successful pilot ser-
vice, which ran over 
the past three summers 
and transported an aver-
age of more than 10,000 
passengers and 2,000 
cars per year.

The new service 
will be part of an en-
hanced summer time-
table for CalMac ser-
vices, which will be 

is due to come into op-
eration next year.

Minister for trans-
port and islands Derek 
Mackay said: ‘This will 
be a real boost for the lo-
cal economy, enhancing 
transport links to Camp-
beltown and the Kin-
tyre Peninsula, as well 
as supporting the tourist 
trade by making it eas-
ier and more attractive 
for visitors.’

Councillor Anne Horn, 
who chaired Argyll and 
Bute Council’s Camp-
beltown ferry sub-
group, said: ‘This is ex-
cellent news. Thank you 
to everyone on the fer-
ry group who worked 
so hard to keep the fer-
ry sailing.’

ARGYLL remained open 
for business last weekend 
after a 1,000-tonne land-
slip above the A83 trunk 
road was caught by pro-
tective nets at the Rest 
and Be Thankful.

Persistent and heavy 
rain brought in by storm 
Desmond led to the lat-

and vegetation down 
the steep slopes of Glen 
Croe in the early hours 
of Saturday December 
5. BEAR Scotland staff, 
Jacobs geotechnical en-
gineers and personnel 
from debris fence con-
tractor Georope were 
soon at the site, as traf-

Five debris protection 
barriers were found to 
have caught boulders 
and sediment, with just 
some slurry material 
reaching the A83 itself. 

A clean-up was due to 
begin yesterday (Thurs-
day), starting at the 

where the majority of 
the landslip debris was 

Rest nets catch landslide 
to keep Argyll open

caught. This is due to be 
complete by Christmas, 
with the other fences 
with less material to be 
cleared in the new year.

A BEAR Scotland 
spokesperson explained 
the process: ‘The re-
moval the material from 
the netting will see the 
team loosen the wires 
that hold the netting into 
place, to enable them 
to excavate the debris 
which will then be taken 
to a nearby waste site. 

‘The netting will then 
be assessed to ensure it 

and put back into place.’

nals will remain until the 
clean-up is complete.

Transport minis-
ter Derek Mackay said: 
‘This recent landslide has 
shown us that our invest-
ment has helped to keep 
the A83 open, as the net-
ting at the Rest and be 
Thankful has been suc-
cessful in preventing ap-
proximately 1,000 tonnes 
of debris reaching the 
road, ensuring continui-
ty of access to the region.’

BEAR Scotland’s 
north west representa-

1,000 tonnes - equivalent to around 50 lorry loads - of mud and rock caught last weekend  by 
protective netting at the Rest and Be Thankful. Photo: Neil McLean.

tive, Eddie Ross, ech-
oed this. ‘Despite the 
extremely heavy rain-
fall last weekend,’ he 
said ‘the A83 remained 
opened to motorists.’ 

He added: ‘This is in 
part the result of three 
years of hard work by 
our engineers to install 
netting at the site to help 
mitigate the effects of 
landslides on the route.

‘We will continue to 
monitor the slope par-
ticularly during peri-

ods of inclement weath-
er, and work with our 
specialist contractor to 
clear the debris from 
the nets and carry out 
any necessary repairs as 
soon as possible.’

In October 2014 the 
nets were successful in 
catching more than 60 
per cent (1,200 tonnes) 
of material during the 
biggest landslip event to 
affect the A83 in recent 
times. The slip, estimat-
ed at more than 2,000 

tonnes in total, meant 
the old military road di-
version route was im-
plemented for three 
days to enable teams to 
clean up and to ensure 
the A83 was safe to re-
open.

‘Despite the worst day 
of rainfall for a long 
time there was no clo-
sure at the Rest, thanks 
to the nets which worked 
as intended and caught a 
1,000 tonne slip without 
it reaching the road,’ said 

Argyll and Bute MSP 
Michael Russell. 

He continued: ‘I am 
sure the A83 task force 
when it meets in Janu-
ary will want to recog-
nise that fact whilst also 
continuing to plan for 
road improvements that 
will ensure continuous 
access is maintained.’

Turn to page 22 for an 
exclusive interview with 
the man who built the pro-
tective fencing at the Rest.
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Vandalism
BETWEEN 8.30pm and 
10.45pm on Monday 
November 30, at the car 
park in Chalmers Street, 
Ardrishaig, the rear win-
dow of a silver Renault 
Scenic motor car was 
smashed. Police are ap-
pealing for any witness-
es or anyone with any 
information to contact 
them on 101, or anony-
mously through Crime-
stoppers on 0800 555 
111.

Careless driving 
- witness appeal
POLICE are appealing 
for witnesses following 
an incident last Friday 
on the A83, two miles 
north of Lochgair.

About 10.30am on Fri-
day December 4, a grey 
Dodge motor car and 
a white box van were 
overtaking a lorry. As 
a result of the incident, 
the car ended up on the 
verge. Police would like 
to speak to the driv-
er of the white box van 
and are appealing for 
any witnesses or anyone 
with any information to 
contact them on 101, or 
anonymously through 
Crimestoppers on 0800 
555 111.

Follow Dr Owl’s orders.

Police warning as 
callous fraudsters 
target Mid Argyll

Shouted and 
swore at police
A FIFTY-year-old 
woman was sentenced 
to 12 months commu-
nity payback at the 
Lochgilphead annex of 
Dunoon Sheriff Court 
after pleading guilty to 
breach of the peace. 

Louise Gibson of Allt 
na Ceardaich, Crar-
ae, was asked to leave 
a pub in Inveraray on 
September 23. She then 
shouted and swore at 

drove her from In-
veraray to Lochgilphe-
ad police station.

Sheriff Turnbull said 
during sentencing that 
Gibson must also get 
support from social ser-
vices. 

Possession of 
drugs
ON FRIDAY December 
4 at around 10.45pm, a 
man aged 23 was sus-
pected to be in pos-
session of cannabis at 
a house in Meadows 
Road, Lochgilphead. A 
report will be submitted 

Possession of 
cannabis
A 22-YEAR-OLD lo-
cal man was suspected  
to be in possession of 
cannabis after a car was 
stopped and searched in 
Lorne Street, Lochgilp-
head at around 11.50pm 
on Saturday December 
5.
 A report will be sub-
mitted to the procurator 

Disturbance
ABOUT 11.30pm on 
Saturday December 5, 
following a report of a 
disturbance in Furnace, 
an 18-year-old man was 
detained by police. He 
was later charged with 
alleged abusive behav-
iour, assault and van-
dalism and a report was 
submitted to the procu-

Be health-wise – remember
to order repeat prescriptions
ANYONE taking long-
term medication is be-
ing advised to plan for 
the festive holidays as 
part of this year’s ‘Be 
Health-Wise This Win-
ter’ campaign. 

The campaign fea-
tures Dr Owl, who has 
been busy twit-twooing 
reminders about how 
everyone can look after 
themselves during the 
busy winter period. 

NHS 24’s head of phar-
macy John McAnaw ex-

plained: ‘Don’t leave it 
to the last minute to or-
der and pick up your re-
peat prescription.

‘Order only what you 
need and collect it in 
plenty of time – the last 

date for ordering this 
year is Friday December 
18, to be sure of having 
your medicines before 
Christmas.’

Dr Owl recommends:
– Make sure you have 

over-the-counter reme-
dies in the house.

– Check you have 
enough repeat prescrip-
tion medicines – or-
der only what you need 
and pick up in plenty of 
time.

– Know when your GP 
surgery and local phar-
macy will be open.

Advice and infor-
mation on how to stay 
healthy this winter can 
be found at www.nhsin-
form.co.uk

A SERIES of scams 
have been reported to 
police in recent weeks, 

warned the public to be 
extra vigilant as callous 
fraudsters target Mid 
Argyll.

These have involved 
telephone callers claim-
ing to represent banks 

and an Inveraray cash 
machine has once again 
been targeted.

On December 1, a 
Lochgilphead wom-
an received a telephone 
call from a man claim-

ing to be from her bank, 
saying he wanted to 
query two payments 
due to be processed 
against her account lat-
er that day. After per-
suading the woman to 
log on to internet bank-
ing, the con man then 
tricked her into trans-
ferring more than 
£6,000 - everything she 
had in the account - to 
another account. It was 
only when the wom-
an checked with her lo-
cal bank later that day 
that she discovered the 
scam.

The police would 
again urge people not 
to disclose personal or 
bank account details to 
anyone on the phone. 
They said people should 
always check any such 
call is genuine by call-
ing their bank. Always 
make sure a clear dial-
ling tone can be heard 
before calling a bank, in 
case a fraudulent caller 
has kept the line open.

Another suggestion is 

ensure the call cannot be 
answered by the fraudu-
lent caller.

An elderly woman 
from Ardrishaig was 
conned out of £204 last 
month by a caller pre-
tending to be from a 
computer company.

It was on the morning 
of Wednesday Novem-
ber 25 that the caller 
claimed he had noticed 
that her computer was 
in the process of be-
ing hacked by sever-
al people, but that he 
could help by remotely 
accessing her comput-
er and deleting certain 

ter the woman agreed to 
pay £204 and handed 
over her bank card de-
tails. It was several days 
later that the police were 
informed, and investiga-
tions continue.

The Royal Bank of 
Scotland cash machine 

in Inveraray has again 
been targeted by fraud-
sters using a ‘skimming’ 
device.

At around 6.20am on 
Tuesday December 1, a 
cash card was retained 

machine. The custom-
er later discovered that 
their card had been used 
to withdraw cash from 
their account via anoth-
er ATM. 

Police say this type of 
fraud is becoming more 
common, and ask the 
public to take extra care 
when using ATMs. 

Carefully check the 
card insertion point be-
fore using it, and if it 
looks like it may have 
been tampered with then 
do not use it. 

Always use a hand or 
wallet to shield the key-
pad when entering a PIN 
number.

If a card is retained by 
the ATM, call the bank 
immediately to have 
it cancelled. If anyone  
suspects that an ATM 
has been tampered with, 
call the police on 101.

Fishing for 
support 
THE CLYDE Fish-
ermen’s Association 
(CFA) has introduced 
an online survey, avail-

com, about government 
plans to enforce Marine 
Protected Areas around 
the Firth of Clyde, in-
cluding Loch Fyne. 
Also proposed is a reg-
ulating order that would 

the Clyde area.
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AN INVERARAY building 
site that was abandoned after 
the contractor went bust should 
have the homes completed with-
in four months, the Argyllshire 
Advertiser has learned.

The £1.7 million social hous-
ing contract at Barn Park, was 
awarded by Argyll Community 
Housing Association (ACHA) 
to Stewart McNee (Dunoon) Ltd 
in July 2014.

in the administrators a year lat-
er, the eco-friendly development 
- comprising four one-bedroom 

and four three-bedroom houses 
was abandoned, leaving build-
ing materials where they lay. 

The project was supported by 
funding from  the Scottish Gov-
ernment, Argyll and Bute Coun-
cil and from ACHA itself.

ACHA chief executive, 
Alastair MacGregor said this 
week that MacLeod Construc-
tion from Lochgilphead  was ap-
pointed on December 3 follow-
ing a process to re-tender the 
works.

He added: ‘None of the prop-
erties have been pre-allocated 
[to tenants] and we anticipate 
that the work will be completed 
by April 2016.’

STRUCTURES and at-
titudes have changed 
for the better at Argyll 
and Bute Council, its 
leader Councillor Dick 
Walsh said this week.

Councillor Walsh was 

in the latest Accounts 
Commission best val-
ue audit, published last 
week.

The report also high-
lighted a number of 
concerns, including 
that ‘strained relation-
ships’ played out ‘in an 
increasingly personal 
way on public forums’ 
were ‘damaging the 
council’s reputation’.

Problems
Auditors criticised a 

small number of coun-
cillors within the au-
thority for ‘long 

GET into the festive spirit at the Lochgilphead High 
School Christmas concert next week.

Families and members of the public are welcome 
to the school on Thursday December 17 to enjoy 
musical entertainment from the school choir, the 
wind band and pipe band. Doors open at 7pm.

There will also be a concert in Ardrishaig Hall on 
Sunday December 13 at 7.30pm with Mid Argyll 
Youth Chorus and Bar None Community Choir pro-
viding entertainment. Admission is £3.

THERE are fewer 
teachers in both pri-
mary and secondary 
schools in Argyll and 
Bute than last year, put-
ting the local authority 
on a collision course 
with the Scottish gov-
ernment. 

The Scottish govern-
ment’s annual schools 
statistics show there 
are seven fewer pri-
mary school teachers 
and 13 fewer second-
ary school teachers. 
When special schools 
and early years teach-
ers are counted there 
are 31 fewer teachers 
all together. 

Despite this, Argyll 
and Bute still has a low 
teacher to pupil ratio at 
12.4 pupils per teacher. 
Only the island author-
ities, Eilean Siar, Shet-
land and Orkney, have 
lower. 

Because this ratio has 

Audit report reveals 
mixed bag for council

standing political dif-
ferences’, saying bet-
ter performing coun-
cils learned to leave 
problems in the council 
chamber.

The report, the third 
in a series of investiga-
tions into the council, 
noted the local author-

different’ and said ‘con-

in its work.
Councillor Walsh, 

said: ‘We have taken 
action that is delivering 
change where needed.

‘We have structures, 
support and also atti-
tudes in place that mean 
we are managing busi-
ness more effectively. 

‘We have plans in 
place for on-going im-
provement.’ 

The abandoned site should be completed by April 2016, says ACHA. 06_a50achahouses03

MacLeod Construction to the rescue

Local authority on a 
collision course with 
Scottish government 

gone up slightly from 
12.2 last year Argyll and 
Bute Council could face 
losing £0.9 million from 
the Scottish government 
as all councils were to 
keep the same ratio as 
last year or lower. This 
would have meant em-
ploying 866 teachers in-
stead of the 847 it now 
has. 

The council blames a 
national teacher short-
age which has led to lo-
cal authorities being in 

competition with each 
other to secure teachers. 

It believes it  has done 
all it can to recruit teach-
ers. This includes adver-
tising, giving all proba-
tion  teachers posts and 
running a teacher train-
ing course in conjunc-
tion with the Universi-
ty of the Highlands and 

began their studies in 
September.  

The council also points 
out that all classes were 

able to be staffed at all 
times.  The matter was 
due to be discussed at 
yesterday’s (Thursday’s) 
Argyll and Bute Coun-
cil Community Services 
Committee. More in next 
week’s Advertiser.

National teacher shortage blamed

School Christmas concert

ARGYLL 
CHRISTMAS 

MARKET
Saturday 

12th December
10am - 1pm

Co-Operative Car Park
Lochgilphead

 *IFFERDALE LAMB, 
*ARDFERN ORGANICS, 

* COMMANDERS 
PRODUCTS & 

CAR BOOT SALE

NEW YEAR HOLIDAY IN KINTYRE, 
NEAR CAMPBELTOWN

Newly available from 27th December 
for New Year week

Rural 4 Bedroomed house, sleeps 7 +
Stunning sea views.

Open fi res, hot tub, two bathrooms.
Family and dog friendly

Contact 07876 784615 or e-mail: 
ballochgair@gmail.com
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A Fyne alternative thanks to RET

AN INITIATIVE to 
gather views on what 
the people of Scot-
land would like from 
their police service was 
launched on Monday.

Benmore 
weather report 
LAST month was the 
third wettest November 
on record, which will 
come as no surprise to 
people living in Mid Ar-
gyll. 

Rain was 91 per cent 
above average and the 
three wettest Novem-
bers have all occurred 
in the last 10 years. 

November also saw 

spring frost was on May 
1 giving a total of  203 
frost free days.

November was rela-
tively mild with temper-
atures being more than 
one degree Centigrade 
higher than average.   

Benmore Garden, by 
Loch Eck, provided the 
above information.

Giving communities a greater 
say on police priorities

The information gath-
ered will be used to de-
velop new strategic po-
licing priorities, three 
years on from the crea-
tion of Police Scotland.

The cabinet secre-
tary for justice, Michael 
Matheson, said: ‘As 
the organisation devel-
ops and matures it must 
evolve to respond to the 
changes and demands 
being placed on it, and 
I look forward to hear-
ing people’s views on 
how policing should de-
velop to provide a mod-
ern, open and accessible 
service that best meets 
the needs of 21st centu-
ry Scotland.’

People can have their 
say by emailing Scot-
PolicePriorities@gov.
scot; visiting the Scot-
tish Government Digi-
tal ‘Dialogue’ feedback 
platform www.ideas.
scotland.gov.uk; via 
twitter using the hash-
tag #ScotPolicePrior-
ities or post them to: 
Strategic Police Priori-
ties Review, Police Di-
vision, Scottish Govern-
ment,1WR St Andrews 
House, Regent Road, 
Edinburgh, EH1 3DG.

A TARBERT woman is 
reminding people that 
ferry fares have come 
down and is encouraging 
them to use the services.

Lorna Holden has spo-
ken out to help others 
who may have forgotten 
or who haven’t heard that 
CalMac introduced more 
Road Equivalent Tariff 
(RET) fares in October 
this year.

The RET campaign bas-
es ferry fares on the cost 
of travelling the equiva-
lent distance by road and 
has resulted in a dramat-
ic decrease in fares across 
the Scottish network.

The price reduction has 
seen the return fare for 
one adult and one car 
from Tarbert to Porta-
vadie drop from £46.60 
to just £21.50.

Lorna is also a seaman 
for CalMac and since roll 
out of RET expected the 
ferry she works on from 
Tarbert to be bursting 
with customers.

She said: ‘When the 
prices came down I was 
half expecting to see a 
boom in customers, but 
I was surprised there 

Lorna Holden wants more people to use the ferry as commuters and 
not just as tourists. 08_a50calmac01

wasn’t. The service isn’t 
being used and I think it 
is wasted because people 
forget about it.

‘There wasn’t a ferry 
here when I was young 
and then I moved away 
for a long time and when 
I came back it took me 
a while to realise it was 
here.

‘When I did realise the 
ferry was here I often 
assumed it was a tour-
ist ferry and dismissed it 
as being that rather than 
a commuter ferry and I 
think a lot of people still 
do that.’

Alternative route
Lorna stressed that the 

route can provide shop-
pers, visitors or even 
those travelling to work, 
when the Rest and be 
Thankful is closed, with 
an alternative route to 
Dunoon or even on to 
Glasgow.

She said: ‘It’s a great 
way to get to Glasgow, 
as people often forget and 
get caught out when the 
Rest is shut for long peri-
ods of time.

‘A lot of people from 
Campbeltown will drive 

over to Lochgilphead and 
through Inveraray before 
turning up over the Cri-
anlarich road, if the Rest 
is shut. Instead what they 
could be doing is com-
ing to Tarbert and break-
ing up their journey to 
Dunoon before breaking 
up their journey on the 
Dunoon to Gourock fer-
ry again.’

On the Tarbert to Por-
tavadie ferry, Lorna sees 
up to eight cars per run 
off-peak season and in 
the height of the summer 
season this year she reck-
ons there were around 10 
or 12 cars per run.

She said: ‘We can hold 
23 cars on the ferry and 
150 passengers. I’d real-
ly like to see more people 
on both sides of the water 
using this route to get to 
Dunoon, Glasgow, Tar-
bert or Campbeltown.

‘We are getting a lot of 
families who travel for 
dancing competitions and 
we get to know their face 
and people in Tighnab-
ruaich and Portavadie do 
use the service more reg-
ularly for dental appoint-
ments, vets and days out 
to Tarbert and surround-
ing areas for lunch too.

I don’t think a lot of 

people know about the 
new RET and I would 
like to see more people 

fares.’
CalMac’s commercial 

director, Jocelyn McCon-
nachie, said: ‘Our job is 
to spread the word about 
just what good value our 
ferry journeys are. We 
are an integral part of the 
communities we serve 
so know the difference 
cheaper fares will make, 
not just for island busi-
nesses but also for local 
people who rely on us for 
a lifeline services.’ 

As part of the campaign, 
CalMac will be simplify-
ing fares and introducing 
new multi-journey tick-
ets.

CalMac operates 31 fer-
ries on routes across the 
Clyde and Hebrides and 
is the UK’s largest ferry 
operator. The multi me-
dia campaign will target 
markets across the UK 
and overseas in a bid to 
increase the 4.9 million 
passengers the compa-
ny currently carries every 
year. 

For more information 
or the new RET fares vis-
it www.calmac.co.uk on-
line.

From Wednesday December 23, 
2015 until Sunday January 17, 
2016, the ultimate adrenaline 
junkies’ playground, The IRN-
BRU Carnival, is set to take over 
the SECC, Glasgow once again. 

The Carnival is Europe’s largest 
indoor funfair with over 65 
rides and attractions, including 
a brand new Inflatable Play 
Area. 
Visit www.irn-bru-carnival.com.

As a special treat this Christmas, 
The Arran Banner has teamed 
up with The IRN-BRU Carnival to 
off er readers the chance to win 
one of fi ve pairs of tickets to the 
ultimate festive day out. 

To enter, simply answer this easy question, complete the entry form below 
and post to Wyvex Media, Irn Bru Comp, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. 
Entries must be received by Wednesday, December 16, 2015.
Question: Which of the following is the correct name for a popular inflatable 
kids attraction? a) Bouncy House b) Bouncy Castle c) Bouncy Bungalow

Answer................................................... .......................................................
Name..................................................... .......................................................
Address ........................................................................................................
...............................................................Postcode........................................
Telephone..............................................Email ..............................................
Terms & Conditions: Over 18s only. Prize valid for one day only. Travel not included. The IRN-BRU Carnival reserves the right to re-
fuse entry without explanation. The Editor’s decision is final. Photocopied entries will not be accepted. The winner may be asked 
to take part in publicity and may appear in a Wyvex Media publication and website. The competition is not open to Wyvex Media 
and associated company employees and their families. Digital subscribers can enter by printing this page and submitting their en-
try accompanied by a letter explaining that you are a digital subscriber. The closing date for entries is midnight, Wednesday De-
cember 16, 2015.
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L O C H G I L P H E A D 
High School held a spe-
cial Christmas Fair at 
the joint campus last 
Friday.

There was a wide se-
lection of stalls to 
choose from, manned by 
aspiring entrepreneurs, 
and the occasion was 
given a real festive feel 
as Lochgilphead High 
School choir performed 

Festive fun and frolics at Lochgilphead 
High School fair

Pupils from S3 to S6 pose for a festive photograph beside the school 
Christmas tree. 06_a50schoolfair05

S2 pupils Campbell 
Watt and Euan Finlay 
sell their Christmas 
decorations - £2 
for a snowman and 
Christmas trees £1. 
06_a50schoolfair01

Pupils from the school choir entertain, accom-
panied by Fiona Simpson. 06_a50schoolfair02

Alison McLeod gets 
into the festive spirit 
on the ‘guess the 
weight of the orange’ 
stall, in aid of learn-
ing support. First 
prize was a chocolate 
hamper. 06_a50schoolfair04

a selection of seasonal 
favourites led by head of 
music Fiona Simpson.

Pupils and staff took 
the opportunity to get 
those essential stock-

cious smoothies were on 
offer to quench the fes-
tive fever.

Money raised at the 
event will go towards 
school funds.

CAMPBELTOWN MOTOR COMPANY

Finance available – please ask for details

Call now to speak with our sales team or attend our showroom, no appointment necessary. 
Alternatively email us at cmc@peugeotmail.co.uk.

2015 (65) Peugeot 208 1.2 VTI Active Petrol2015 (15) Peugeot 308 1.6 HDI 115 Allure Diesel

2014 (64) Peugeot 208 1.4 HDI 70 Allure Diesel2013 (63) Peugeot 308 1.6 HDI 92 Active (Nav)

2015 (15) Peugeot 208 1.2 VTI Active Petrol 2012 (62) Peugeot 207 Van 1.6 HDI 92 Diesel

OR £1995.00 AND £245.04 
PER MONTH

OR £1495.00 AND £142.02 
PER MONTH

OR £995.00 AND £195.35 
PER MONTH

OR £1495.00 AND £155.85 
PER MONTH

OR £995.00 AND £155.84 
PER MONTH

White, new model, 
delivery mileage, 

£20 road tax, alloys, 
bluetooth, colour screen, 

leather steering wheel, air 
conditioning, 

USB connectivity.
Our Price £10995

Save £3000 
on cost new

White, 2000 miles, parking 
camera, font parking 

aid, satellite navigation, 
bluetooth, climate control, 

cruise control.
Was £16995

Now £15495
Save £1500

Blue, £0 road tax, colour 
touch screen, climate 

control, auto lights & wipers, 
bluetooth, cruise control, 

alloys.
Was £9995

Now £9495
Save £500

 Grey, 16300 miles, 
£20 road tax, satellite 

navigation, parking aid, 
sports steering wheel, 

alloys, bluetooth, cruise 
control. Choice of 2

Was £9995
Now £9495 + VAT

Save £500 

Grey, delivery 
mileage, £20 road tax, 
alloys, bluetooth, colour 
screen, air conditioning, 

USB connectivity.
Was £9995

Now £8995
Save £4400 

on cost new

White, only 25000 miles, 
tow bar, fully carpeted, 

1 year MOT, CD player, 
electric windows, 1 

owner, very tidy.
Was £5995+ VAT

Now £4995 + VAT
Save £1000 

Campbeltown Motor Company, Snipefield, Drumore, Campbeltown 
01586 552030

Call our showroom now on 01586552030 to arrange your test drive.

Only £199.05 per month 

With 0% APR
Or £12865 OTR Save £2130

Only 1 Vehicle Remaining In Stock

Quality Used Peugeot Cars
2015 (65) Peugeot 308 2.0 BHDI 180 GT Diesel. 1500 miles, blue, very high spec, fantastic performance.  ......................................Now £22995
2015 (64) Peugeot 3008 1.6 HDI 115 Allure Diesel. 6900 miles, glass roof, parking camera, sat nav, alloys.  ....................................Now £15995
2014 (64) Peugeot 2008 1.6 HDI 92 Allure Diesel. 4200 miles, glass roof, parking aid, grip control, alloys.  .......................................Now £12995
2015 (15) Peugeot 108 1.2 VTI 82 Allure Petrol. 70 miles, blue, full leather, rear parking camera, alloys.  .......................Was £10995. Now £9995
2012 (62) Peugeot 208 1.6 HDI 115 Feline Diesel. 9000 miles, blue, glass roof, half leather, very high spec.  ....................................... Now £9995
2014 (64) Peugeot 108 1.0 12v Active 5 door. 6300 miles, grey, USB connectivity, bluetooth, air conditioning.  ................................... Now £7995
2014 (14) Peugeot 208 1.4 HDI 70 Access+ Diesel. Red, air conditioning, cruise control, £0 road tax, CD player.  ............................. Now £7995
2012 (62) Peugeot 208 1.4 HDI 70 Access+ Diesel. Silver, only 9000 miles, £0 road tax, air conditioning, CD player.  ........................ Now £7995
2009 (09) Peugeot 308 2.0 HDI 136 SE Diesel. Red, 26000 miles,glass roof,climate control,great condition.  ..................Was £6495. Now £5995

Quality Used Cars
2014 (64) Fiat Panda 1.2 Pop Petrol 5 Door. White, 12000 miles, central locking, CD player.  .......................Save £3200 on cost new. Now £5995
2011 (11) Renault Megane 1.6 16v Expression Petrol. Grey, 53000 miles,electric pack,tow bar, keyless start, CD player.  ................... Now £4495 
2010 (10) Fiat Panda 1.2 Eleganza Petrol. Blue, 49000 miles, alloys, climate control, adjustable power steering.  ................................ Now £3495

Commercial Vehicles
2014 (64) Peugeot Boxer Professional L3 H2 2.2 HDI 130 Diesel. 800 miles, silver, satellite navigation.  ..Save £10200 on cost new. Now £15995 + VAT
2008 (57) Mercedes Sprinter 313 CDI SWB. White, 106000 miles, side loading door, central locking,climate control. ................. Now£3995+VAT
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THE EDITOR welcomes letters of no more than 
200 words for publication on this page. 
The Editor reserves the right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names and addresses must 
be supplied to indicate good faith, although these 
details can be withheld from publication. Telephone 
numbers, if available, are also appreciated. 
Anonymous letters cannot be considered. Please 
write to: Letters, The Argyllshire Advertiser, 44 
Argyll Street, Lochgilphead PA31 8NB, or fax us 
on 01546 602661.
 E-mail: editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk.
E-mailed letters can only be considered if they have 
a name, full address and telephone number.

PRESS POLICY

Letters to the Editor, Argyllshire Advertiser, 
Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, 
Argyll PA31 8NB

emails to:editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk
facebook.com/argyllshireadvertiser
twitter.com/argyllshireadve

WE AT The Argyllshire Advertiser endeavour to ensure that all our reports are fair and 
accurate and comply with the Editors’ Code of Practice set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). We realise, however, that mistakes happen from time 
to time.

If you think we have made a significant mistake and you wish to discuss this with us, 
please let us know as soon as possible by any of the three methods: emailing editor@
argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk; telephoning our senior reporter on 01546 602345 or write 
to the Editor at Wyvex Media, Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your issue in a timeous, reasonable and amicable manner. 
However, if you are unsatisfied with our response, you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 2220 or email in-
quiries@ipso.co.uk. IPSO is an independent body which deals with complaints from the 
public about the editorial content of newspapers and magazines. We will abide by the 
decision of IPSO.

Argyllshire Advertiser

Argyll Street

Lochgilphead

Argyll PA31 8NB

Tel: 01546 602345

Chief Reporter: 

Colin Cameron

editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

Reporter: 

Eala MacAlister

editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

Receptionist: 

Lisa Smith

adverts@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

Head Offi  ce:

Wyvex Media

Lochavullin Industrial Estate

Oban

PA34 4HB

who’s who at your

Let off lightly
Thanks
Sir,
Many, many thanks to all who 
donated to our Macmillan 
Cancer Research coffee morn-
ing on Friday November 20 at 
Brannan, Skipness. We raised 
the fantastic sum of £480 for 
this very worthwhile cause.

Hilary Bridge,
Brannan

Syria air strikes
Sir,
Following the approval of the 
House of Commons, the RAF 
has begun air strikes against 
Daesh in Syria.

Whether or not to use mil-
itary force is one of the most 

government takes. The need 
to do so most often arises be-

duty: the responsibility to pro-
tect its citizens. 

 I believe that the House of 
Commons has taken the right 
decision to take action to de-
grade and destroy Daesh. This 
is part of a comprehensive re-
sponse to this threat, which in-
cludes not just military action, 
but a parallel political process 
through the International Syria 
Support Group. It is also about 
continuing our humanitarian 
effort in Syria and our count-
er-extremism strategy at home. 

 In particular we should give 
support to the Kurdish forces 
in northern Syria and Iraq who 
have been the most successful 
in combating Daesh and who 
share many of our liberal val-

ing force and political leader-
ship being made up by women.   

We must work with our Kurd-
ish allies against this threat to 
the civilised world.

Alastair Redman,
Islay

Mobile phone 
coverage
Sir,
A new report from the RAC 
Foundation suggests that 293 
miles of roads in Argyll and 
Bute have no 2G mobile phone 
coverage from any network 
provider which means drivers 
would be unable to use their 
mobiles to call for help in the 
case of a breakdown, accident 
or emergency. This makes Ar-
gyll and Bute the third worst 
local authority in the whole of 
Britain for mobile coverage on 
roads. As well as the obvious 
safety implications for drivers 
and their passengers, this lack 
of coverage leaves a bad im-
pression with tourists and the 
inward investors we need to 
attract to Argyll and Bute.                                                                                                                    

Improving Argyll and Bute’s 
connectivity – including mo-
bile phone reception – is of 
fundamental importance to the 
future economic development 
of the area and I am calling 
on all the UK mobile opera-
tors to redouble their efforts to 
improve mobile phone cover-
age and ensure improvements 
are made in rural areas as well 
as urban ones. At a time when 
many communities elsewhere 

of 4G it is simply unacceptable 
that many parts of Argyll and 
Bute still don’t even have 2G.

Donald Cameron,
Conservative candidate for 

Argyll and Bute

Tax Credits
Sir,
The chancellor’s announce-
ment that he will no longer 
cut tax credits is welcome 
news for the many thousands 
of families worried about how 
they would cope with such a 
dramatic cut in income.

 It is clear that the stark anal-
ysis of these cuts from the pub-
lic, media and charities such as 
ourselves, has made a differ-
ence. It has shown that chari-
ties continue to play a crucial 
role as an independent voice, 

vulnerable people in society.
 The impact of the proposed 

reduction to tax credits would 
have been dire to those on the 
lowest incomes. 

We’ve already heard from a 
number of people who were 
desperately worried about how 
they would afford the basics 
such as heating and food. 

The announcement will ease 
those concerns for many.

 However, whilst the news 
is positive, there is still an ur-
gent need to let those strug-
gling know what support is 
available. We recently found 
that more than half of low in-
come workers are struggling to 
afford their energy costs, with 
a third skipping meals as a re-
sult. 

Yet only 12 per cent have 
told their energy supplier 
about their situation and only 

advice organisation.
 I would urge anyone worried 

about how they, or a friend or 
relative, are going to cope with 
the cost of heating their home 
this winter to visit turn2us.org.
uk/NoColdHomes to see what 
help could be available.

Simon Hopkins,
Turn2us

Christmas thanks 
from Meningitis Now
Sir,
With Christmas and the new 
year upon us, we would like to 
pass on our thanks to everyone 
in Scotland who has supported 
Meningitis Now during 2015.

It is only through people’s 
kindness and generosity that 

ease on all fronts – funding 
preventative research, raising 
awareness and supporting sur-
vivors and their families.

With your continued sup-
port we’re determined to drive 
towards our vision in 2016, 
where no one dies of menin-
gitis and everyone affected re-
ceives the support they need to 
rebuild their lives.

2015 has been a landmark 
year, with the introduction of 
the lifesaving meningitis B 
vaccine for babies. 

We’ve also seen the ACWY 
vaccine introduced for young 
people aged 17 and 18 and old-
er university entrants (aged 19 
to 25) another at risk group.

Our Freephone helpline on 
0808 80 10 388 will be open 
throughout the festive period 
for everyone who needs us.

Sue Davey,
Meningitis Now

Response to Mr Hay
Sir,
Mr Hay was wrong when he 
wrote that the SNP does not 
have a plan to close Kilmory. 
(Advertiser, December 4)

In the document published by 
the SNP’s parliamentarians on 
October 19, they wrote, ‘The 
aim should be to close down 
Kilmory within two years.’  

As well as costing a for-
tune in redundancy payments 
and relocation expenses, the 
economy of Mid Argyll would 
be devastated. 

The loss of all these jobs 
would have the knock-on ef-
fect of forcing many local 
shops and businesses to close. 

Alan Reid,
Lib Dem candidate for 
Argyll and Bute

THE CHRISTMAS lights sparkle in many 
towns and villages, brightening the gloom of 
our dark, wet and windy winter so far. 

Dreich it might be, but we have been let off 
lightly in Argyll compared to the Scottish Bor-
ders, Dumfriesshire and Cumbria. Record 

that will take millions of pounds to put right and 
caused great heartache to the people affected. 
And there was, sadly, some loss of life.

Events like these highlight how fragile our 
veneer of ‘civilisation’ really is, and how eas-
ily the power of nature can quickly render use-
less the technology upon which modern life is 

mud on to a trunk road following heavy rain-
fall can disrupt travel and transport, and for an 
already-fragile economy like Argyll’s, this can 

The steps taken at the A83 Rest and Be Thank-
ful to protect the road from landslides and keep 
things moving are proving to be fairly effective 
- so far. 

There were, and no doubt still are, plenty of 
people with reservations about the decision to 

ing, particularly since the decision appeared to 
be driven by cost rather than effectiveness. 

But it has been effective in stopping material 
from hitting the road on a few occasions so far, 
so we have to offer a cautious welcome to the 
fencing, when used in conjunction with the old 
military road, as a way of keeping Argyll con-
nected via the Rest. It may not be a long-term 
solution, but it seems to be an improvement.
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Terms and conditions apply. Minimum one year subscription. New subscribers only. Cancellation charges apply and no refunds can be given. UK 
subscribers only. While stocks last. Fragrances in this free gift may vary. *Calendars issued towards end of year. Discounted price for 52 editions with 
the first 12 editions free is £43.90.  £57 for a one year print subscription thereafter. Price includes postage and packaging. McKelvie candle Argyll & 

Highland stockists: Tobermory Gift Shop, Appin Craft Shop, Aros (Portree), Easdale Village Shop, Atlantic Islands Centre (Luing), Canna Community Shop, 
Ma Mackinnons Marmalade (Islay), Orsay (Oban), The Ferry Shop (Mull), Green Welly Stop (Tyndrum), Loch Fyne Galleries (Tarbert). 

www.wyvexmedia.co.uk/subscribe
or call: 01371 851868   QUOTE CANS1115

Merry Christmas
Subscribe to the Campbeltown Courier 
or the Argyllshire Advertiser and receive

12 weeks 
FREE

Save £13+
2 FREE 
Candles

Worth £20
Courtesy of The McKelvie Candle Company+a 2016 
Calendar

Worth £7.95

Last dance for Strictly, comics come next
THE curtain closed on 
Strictly Lochgilphead, 
but it’s not the end for 
organisers who hope to 
bring west coast legend 
comedian Kevin Bridg-
es to town.

Saturday night saw 
Lochgilphead Joint 
Campus house the last 
planned Strictly event, 
after a four-year run, 
Emma Vaughan and 
Pamela McKnight have 
decided to hang up their 
dancing shoes and take 
on a new venture for 
2016.

Emma said: ‘We have 
enjoyed Strictly so 
much and we will nev-
er say never, but next 
year a possibility will be 
a cocktail and comedy 
night. I am going to ap-
proach Scottish come-
dians including Kevin 
Bridges. We know he 
loves his roots and that 
he likes doing smaller 
venues and supporting 
communities so we are 
going to try and pin him 
down. It may be the year 
after next, but it is some-

Family and friends of winner Hannah Parker go nuts with posters as 
they champion her and partner Michael Allan. 

Winners of Strictly Lochgilphead 2015 Hannah 
Parker and Michael Allan.

Wilma MacKenzie 
and Ruari Murray 
strut their stuff  on 
the dance fl oor. 
06_a50strictly02

Lyn MacInnes and 
Colin McLean enter-
tained the wild audi-
ence with a unique 
line dance. 06_a50strictly03

Lorraine MacIntyre and Robert Kilgour bedaz-
zled spectators on the night. 

The girls from Icon Hairdressing relax with friends into the second half 
when the dancers’ style and hair change was fi nished. 06_a50strictly05

Dancer Agata Brezinova shares a moment of 
fun with rival Hannah Parker.

thing we will work on.
‘It would be something 

different for us and the 
community, but just as 
exciting as Strictly has 
been.’

Pamela and Emma, 
founders of charity 
Strictly Local and crea-
tors of the Strictly Loch-
gilphead event, were 
both ‘overwhelmed’ by 
support from the audi-
ence and volunteers.

Emma said: ‘Every 
year people have real-
ly come out to support it 
and again the volunteers 
have been an exception-
al help. It would not be 
possible to host Strictly 
without them. 

‘Waiters, waitresses 
and bar staff, courtesy 
of Mid Argyll Round Ta-
ble, they’ve all been fan-
tastic every year.’

Emma also gave a spe-
cial thanks to hairdress-
er Maria Mackenzie 
and her team from Icon 
Hairdressing in Loch-
gilphead who have do-
nated their expertise 
and stylish twist on the 
dancers’ hair each year.

The winners of Strict-
ly Lochgilphead 2015 
were Hannah Parker 
and Michael Allan af-
ter they scored the high-
est with their quick-step 
and Bollywood.

Emma said: ‘Lorraine 
MacIntyre and Rob-
ert Kilgour were abso-
lutely dazzling, they re-
ally stuck out for me. I 
think they both just re-
ally enjoyed themselves 
and they looked fabu-
lous too. But all of the 
dancers were very enter-
taining and put on great 

performances.’ The au-
dience was one of the 
loudest and wildest in 
the four years the show 
has been running.

Party-goers and sup-
porters made up post-
ers and placards ahead 
of the event. One table 
of fans even made their 
own scorecards.

Emma said: ‘It was 
great to see everyone in 
tuxedos and full length 
gowns. It was such a 
great effort from folk.’

grand gestures at the 
event and no long wind-
ed speeches, but Emma 
said it is the last for a 
while.

She said: ‘I don’t think 
people really think it 
will be the last one. A 
few guys were saying to 
me on the night, ‘oh, I’ll 
take part next year. This 
would be great fun’. I 
just don’t think people 
quite believe it won’t 
happen next year. May-

The team has already 
raised around £5,000 for 
charity this year, taking 
the amount raised over 
four years to more than 
£12,000.
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PHOTO 
ORDERS

A5 
photograph 

£4.41

You can order photos 
that appear in the 

Campbeltown Courier and 
the Argyllshire Advertiser

Simply contact the Courier or Advertiser 

code printed alongside the photograph 
(photographs that do not have codes have been submitted by 

private individuals and are therefore ineligible for this offer)
Please add £1.30 to your total order if you require delivery 

of photographs to cover postage and packing

Campbeltown Courier
Longrow South
Campbeltown
PA28 6AE
01586 554646

adverts@campbeltowncourier.co.uk
adverts@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

A4 
photograph 

£6.76

Argyllshire Advertiser
Argyll Street
Lochgilphead
PA31 8NB
01546 602345

COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD
To advertise in the community noticeboard

call 01586 554646 or 01546 602345

Lochgilphead Christmas lights switch-on

Peter Ciarella waves to the crowd after switching on the lights. 08_a50lights04

PEOPLE were dancing 
on the streets of Loch-
gilphead on Thursday 
December 3 as Loch-
gilphead’s Christmas 
lights were switched on.

The dancing from Mid 
Argyll Youth Project 
Dance Troupe got the 
party started with a Cha 
Cha Slide that kept fam-
ilies entertained.

The dance was fol-
lowed by more talent-
ed youngsters from 
the Musical Hub, 
who kept the grow-
ing crowd entertained 
with a variety of music 
including some Christ-
mas songs.

Mid Argyll Pipe 
Band and Santa Claus 
himself paraded down 

Campbell Street. The 
band played a few 
tunes just before the 
main event of the lights 
being switched on by 
the town’s Peter Ci-
arella.  

Music was performed 
by the Musical Hub, as 
people began to drift 
away happy and in the 
Christmas spirit. 

The dancers get the party started. 08_a50lights11

Young musicians from the Musical Hub kept 
people entertained.  08_a50lights01

Mid Argyll Pipe Band march down Campbell 
Street. 08_a50lights07

Santa Claus made an 
appearance.
08_a50santa01

The elves were very busy in the MS Centre 
kitchen. 08_a50lights03

Glenbarr Abbey
Charitable Trust 

CHRISTMAS OPEN DAYS
Sundays 6th and 13th 

December 2015
12.30pm to 4.00pm

Soup and teas provided by 
Mairi Semple Fund 

Live music
Mrs Jeanne Macalister

01583 421090
Scottish Registered Charity SC014084

Carols at St.Margaret’s,
Lochgilphead

The Dalriada 
Singers

Sunday 13th December 
2015 at 3.00pm 

Musical Director, John 
Marsden Retiring 
collection in aid of 

Mid Argyll Transport 
Volunteers

Christmas Concert with

The Upbeats 
and One Voice

2pm Sunday 20th 
December, Kirk Street Hall, 
Campbeltown. Tickets on 
the door Children under 12 
go free. Hope to see you 

there!

Campbeltown Brass

CHRISTMAS 
CAROL CONCERT

at St Kieran’s RC Church
on Sunday 13th December

at 6.30pm
The Christmas Story in 

lessons & carols.

Tarbert Gun Club
Xmas Shoot

at Barmore 
Sunday 13th December

at 11am.
Bring a prize
20 turkeys to

be won!

Mid Argyll Youth Chorus
Bar None

Community Choir
Mid Argyll Musical Society
invite you to celebrate the 

Christmas Spirit
with seasonal music and 

refreshments
7.30pm Sunday 13th 

December Ardrishaig Hall
Everyone Welcome!

£3.00 and £2.00

Skipness Village Hall

Festive Family 
Dance

Gunna Sound 
Ceilidh Band

Wed. 30th December at 
8.30pm Adults £8, 

Under 18 £3, 
Under 12 free!

Rotary Club
of Campbeltown 

Christmas Postal 
Service

REMINDER
Posting boxes will be 
removed from shops 

on the afternoon 
of Thursday 17th 

December.
25p per card 

The Royal British 
Legion Scotland
Campbeltown Branch

INFORMAL MEETING 
Lodge 141 

Recreational Club
Friday 11th December 

@ 1930hrs.
Dress casual
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Festive cheer beats rain in Tarbert 
RAIN didn’t dampen 
the spirits at the Tarbert 
Christmas lights switch 
on which took place on 
December 4.

Before the main event 
there was a craft fair in 
the Templars Arts and 
Leisure centre where lo-
cally produced, unique 
Christmas gifts could 
be bought. There was a 
variety of items for sale 
from jewellery to knit-
ting and paintings.

More exciting for the 
wee ones there was a 
visit from Santa Claus.

He and his elves were 
in their grotto ready to 
hear what happy chil-
dren wanted for Christ-
mas. 

There was a proces-
sion from Tarbert coast-
guard station down to 

Jack Sinclair, 4, was excited to meet Santa Claus. 08_a50tarblights09

the Tarbert Hotel and 
children had their lan-
terns at the ready to light 
the way. 

The children’s choir 
performed some Christ-
mas songs at the hotel.

Seafood Queen Lau-
ren Prentice was then 
on hand to switch on the 
lights.

There was soup and 
mulled wine on offer 
from Tarbert Hotel for 
those looking for a win-
ter warmer.  

Four-year-old Ben Steele gets his present from 
Santa. 08_a50tarblights11

Annie Jackson-McIntyre, 4, and her six-month-
old brother Alexander met Santa. 08_a50Tarblights06

Five-year-old Charlotte Johnson tells Santa 
what she wants for Christmas. 08_a50tarblights10

Right:
Lauren Pren-
tice switches 
on the lights. 

08_a50tarblights02

The procession to Tarbert Hotel.08_ a50tarblights04

The choir perform some Christmas songs. 08_a50tarblights03

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/argyllshireadvertiser
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Down
1 The thing (6)
2 Arouse interest (5)
3 Great person (4,3)
5 Famous (5)
6 City in Israel (3,4)
7 Concealing (6)
8 Sea fish with pink flesh (6,5)
14 Post carrier (7)
15 American grass (7)
16 Lacking in common sense (6)
17 Tribal leader (6)
19 American state (5)
21 Friends (5)

Across
1 Cast doubt (6)
4 Draw (6)
9 Californian coniferous tree (7)
10 Greased (5)
11 Feudal lord (5)
12 Small goods carrier (7)
13 Has great ideas (11)
18 Bird speak online! (7)
20 Coffee type (5)
22 Address for annonymous delivery (2,3)
23 Lie (7)
24 Let it sink in (6)
25 Used in the manufacture of chalk (6)
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The  ideal gift...Scottish 
Calendars 2016

I would like to order 2016 Calendars:

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868 
Quoting coupon code CAL16PAPERS OR POST ALL ORDERS TO: 

Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, 

order form

YOUR DETAILS:

Name ________________________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone ___________________________________________________Date______________________________

 _______________________________________________________

If you wish we can send calendars direct to your friends and family on your behalf. Please provide the following details on 

a separate sheet: Name, address, your personal message, together with a note of which calendar you would like sent.

PAYMENT DETAILS: 

I enclose payment for £________by  Cheque payable to Wyvex Media   Debit/Credit Card

Card Number __________________________________________________________________________________

 _________

Signature _____________________________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

To receive the 2017 brochure straight into your inbox 
please enter your email address here

£11.95
including P&P

£7.95
including P&P

£7.95
including P&P

£7.95
including P&P

Scottish Field
Large   

Scottish Field
Small   

Oban Times
West Highland   

Total £

Calendar

£11.95

Arran Banner
  

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

£12.95

£8.50

£8.50

£8.50

£

£

£

£

www.scottishfield.co.uk
WIN LUXURY DEESIDE FAMILY BREAK

JANUARY 
ISSUE OUT
NOW

Louise Linton

Meet the real 
John Sessions
How I learnt to 
love dogs
Why we 
should ban 
Buckfast

ON LIFE  

IN THE 

CAPITAL

THE SCOTS 
INDIAN CHIEFS

OF THE BEST SCOTTISH

JOKERS OF ALL TIME10

Comic-art workshop held at Tarbert 
Book Festival

Kev Sutherland shows off  his skills to children 
and families. 

BUDDING animators 
and illustrators had the 
most fun at a comic-art 
workshop at this year’s 
Tarbert Book Festival, 
according to organisers.

Youngsters and adults 
had made their own 
comic books at the 
event, which marks the 
celebration of Book 
Week Scotland.

The master classes 
were delivered courte-
sy of Beano illustrator, 
comic strip creator and 
comedian Kev Suther-
land. His workshop in 
Templar’s Hall, Tarbert 

Children took home caricatures of themselves specially drawn up by comic illustrator Kev
Sutherland. 

Linda Cracknell, writer and explorer, talked to 
an audience in The Anchor Hotel.  08_a50book01

attracted 30 people to 
take part.

Susan Connor, one of 

ganisers, said: ‘Kev was 
fantastic. He spent two 
and a half hours with 
each of the two groups 
he took. He asked what 
kind of careers they 
thought they could take 
up by using illustrative 
skills; of course, the 
various options included 

‘He really was great 
with the kids, and very 
entertaining. 

‘He was lively and the 

kids were absolutely en-
gaged. 

‘In fact, some adults 
even took part. He 
showed children, who 
didn’t think they could 
draw, how to draw in a 
matter of minutes. 

‘The sessions were full 
of hilarity and personal-
ity, so much so that peo-
ple walking by were 
stopping to have look in 
the window of the hall.’

The workshops have 
opened up ideas for next 
year’s event and organ-
isers reckon that more 
interactive and practical 
sessions could be on the 
programme for the 2016 
festival.

The fun didn’t stop 
there and book buffs en-
joyed a weekend packed 
with storytellers and au-
thors from Friday, No-
vember 27 until Sunday, 
November 28.

The festival was the 
village’s third to date 
and proved to be as pop-
ular as ever. 

Writers from all over 

Mid Argyll village to 
take part in a series of 
talks and presentations 
hosted in local pubs, 

hotels, book shops and 
Tarbert Academy.

Another highlight of 
the weekend was an 
interview with Mark 
Douglas-Home, con-
ducted by locally-based 
author and organiser of 
the festival Lisa Tuttle.

Mark is the former ed-
itor of the Herald news-
paper and talked to 
Lisa in front of an au-
dience about his career 
and his transition from 

al crime-writing.
The interview was fol-

lowed by a question and 
answer session with the 
public who had congre-

Castle venue.
On Sunday evening 

Robert MacPhail, local 
historian and chairman 
of Tarbert Castle Trust, 
guided walkers on a tour 
up the ruin.

Susan added: ‘The 
guided walk was very 
interesting and well at-
tended. 

‘The festival’s organ-
isers would like to give 
a special thanks to busi-
ness owners who helped 
out and opened their 
doors for the weekend. 
Thanks to all of our reg-
ular and new support-
ers.’
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MARKET REPORTS

AN OBAN student has scooped an award during his 

Ruairidh MacKinnon, aged 20, was awarded the 

Crofting - vital to many remote rural communities. 

aig, Tiree, 2 Mr D E 

Ruairidh with the Malcolm Cup for farm 
mechanisation.

Award for Oban 
farm student

encouraged to register, in order 

registration in such a short 

tees to ensure the registration 

Crofting 
register 
reaches 
milestone

Messrs MacKenzie, 

Principal lots and prices:
Top prices per head:
Bullocks: 

Heifers: 

Top prices per kilo:
Bullocks:

Heifers: 

Cows and calves:

In-calf heifers: £1,300(2) – Dall 

In-calf cows:

Sheep - Lambs:

Ewes: Cross: 

SEAVIEW
FALLEN STOCK 
COLLECTION 
Servicing Kintyre
and Mid Argyll

NFSCo Registered.
Tel 0746 445 7101
or 0778 858 0525

- Government 
Feed-in-Tariff 

- Made in Britain

- High wind sites 
(wind class I & II)

- Diffi  cult to access 

locations

- Tilt-up & 
Monopole towers 

(18, 22, 24, & 30m)

- Own or Rental 
options

- Remote Monitoring 

& Service

Contact us now 01302 320173
sales@harbonwindturbines.co.uk
www.harbonwindturbines.co.uk
Gordon Street |Doncaster | DN1 1RS

Made in the UK for Farms & Businesses

Lower Energy Bills

Lower Carbon Footprint

POWERING 
THE FUTURE
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Business
sense to
prepare
for winter
PLANNING for the un-
expected is always good 
business practice.

With the winter now 
here and the likelihood 
of bad weather increas-
ing, Business Gateway 
is encouraging local 
companies to be even 
more prepared.

All businesses face 
some element of disrup-
tion and many scenarios 
can be managed effec-
tively if the business is 
well prepared. However, 
adverse weather brings 
with it a more unpre-
dictable factor, creating 
situations that are harder 
to deal because of their 
changeable nature.

Poor weather can have 
a serious impact, such as 
staff being unable to get 
into work, suppliers not 
being in a position to de-
liver important stock or 
a major power cut af-
fecting trading ability.

With proper contin-
gency planning these 
situations can be man-
aged and disruption 
lessened.

Many companies 
based in Argyll and 
Bute already face the 
kind of operational and 
distribution challeng-
es that businesses else-
where in the country do 
not, so for that reason it 
is well worth businesses 
reviewing their existing 
plans.

Business Gateway has 
an online business guide 
that will help assess and 
minimise the risks fac-
ing businesses. More 
detailed information and 
guidance is available at 
www.readyscotland.org/
my-business/keep-trad-
ing-advice-and-check-
lists.

Alternatively contact 
Business Gateway on 
01546 808363 to talk to 
a business adviser about 
contingency planning.

Entrepreneur Corrina Charlwood. 

AN EXPERIENCED 
businesswoman, who 
has taken over a Loch-

offering  blooming new 
services.

Corrina Charlwood 

business while work-
ing with her father at his 
haulage company after 
leaving school. Want-
ing to continue in his 
footsteps she later set up 
her own cleaning busi-
ness which she ran for 
10 years.

Corrina bought The 
Flower Shop on Loch-
nell Street earlier this 
year and with support 
from Argyll and Bute 
Council’s Business 
Gateway is now looking 
to expand the services 
on offer, including wed-
ding planning.

Corrina said: ‘I caught 
the business bug from 
my dad and I enjoyed 

running my own clean-
ing company. But I felt 
it was time for a change 
and that is when I saw 
the advertisement say-
ing The Flower Shop 
was on the market.

Own ideas
‘I was drawn to it as it 

was something different 
and I felt I could bring 
my own ideas to update 
a business that had been 
running for 12 years.’

The response to Corri-
na’s changes have been 
so positive she is now 
offering personalised 
cards and candles to or-
der and is looking to ex-
pand into wedding and 
party planning and pro-
viding a hire service for 
vases and event decorat-
ing which will allow her 
to expand on her exist-

Corrina also picked up 

petition for her hand-

tied bouquets, corsages 
and buttonholes. With 
Christmas approaching, 
Corrina will be stocking 
wreaths, table arrange-
ments, Christmas plants, 
homemade crackers 
and lots of other festive 
goodies.

She added: ‘I am really 
excited about our plans 
and this new venture 
was exactly what I was 

looking for. I am ex-
tremely motivated and 
enthusiastic about add-
ing something different 
to The Flower Shop and 
hopefully by the end of 
this year we will have 
many things in place.

‘We are still offering 
the very best in fresh 

and this will continue to 
be the shop’s main fo-

cus. Business Gateway 
has been great, not just 
when I decided to take 
on The Flower Shop but 

my cleaning company. 
The support and advice 
on offer is useful even if 
you have business expe-
rience.’

Donald Melville, busi-
ness adviser, Business 
Gateway said: ‘Corri-

na is an example of an 
experienced entrepre-
neur who has taken ad-
vantage of our services. 
Our expert advice and 
fully funded workshops 
are specially designed to 
relate to business own-
ers at all stages of devel-
opment.’

com

ARGYLL and Bute Council’s 
Business Gateway workshops 
continue next month with a 

The ‘Pricing for Prof-
it’ workshop, running in In-
veraray on January 27, is 
aimed at those already trad-
ing and looking to increase 

ness.
It will help business people 

understand the different pric-

ing strategies available, how 
to review costs, know break-
even points and manage prof-
itability.

 The workshop will be de-
livered for Business Gateway 
by Alastair Kennedy of Lor-
nal Ltd. Alastair has over 30 
years’ business experience, 
both in domestic and export 
markets, working for a num-
ber of international business-
es. He founded and ran his 

own food production business 
before starting Lornal Ltd, a 
specialist business consultan-

Anyone thinking about start-
ing their own business should 
join the ‘Business Start-up’ 
workshop in Lochgilphead on 
January 13 and 14 to help de-
velop their ideas into a practi-
cal and effective plan. 

The ‘Practical Basic 
Book-keeping’ workshop will 

run in Lochgilphead on Janu-
ary 28. Those new to business 
and with little or no formal 
training in book-keeping will 

which provides the starting 
point for good record keep-

cial information. 
Proving popular this win-

ter, anyone looking to attend 
one of the free workshops 
in January is encouraged to 

book now to ensure they get 

more about the full range of 
workshops, contact the Busi-
ness Gateway team on 01546 
604555 or email business.
gateway@argyll-bute.gov.uk.

The workshop programme 
is part funded by the Eu-
ropean Regional Develop-
ment Fund under the Europe-
an Structural Funds 2014-20 
Programme.

‘I am really excited 
about our plans and 
this new venture 
was exactly what I 
was looking for’

Your ambition. Our know-how. Together 
we can make your new business happen.
Free, practical advice and support to help start your business. Call your 
local office on 01546 605 459 or visit www.bgateway.com/argyllandbute

Business Gateway services are delivered by Local Authorities, Scottish Enterprise and Scottish Government with the support of associated partner organisations.
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Merry Christmas 
& a Happy 
New Year
to all my 
relatives & 
friends from 
Jessie 
Graham 
xxx.

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy 
New Year
to all our friends 
& neighbours 
from Archie 
& Nan 
McMillan, 13 
Meadow-
park.

to all my relatives 
& friends from 

Neil McEachran, 
43 Calton Avenue, 

Campbeltown.

SEASON’S GREETINGS

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy 
New Year
to all my relatives 
& friends from 
Margaret 
McSporran, 
27 Meadow-
park.

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy 
New Year
to all my 
friends & 
family from 
Jo Nelson, 
Malaga, 
Spain.

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy 
New Year
Ron Mead & 
family, 109 
Ralston 
Road, 
Campbel-
town.

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy 
New Year
to all my relatives 
& friends from 
Flora Henderson, 
74 Smith Drive, 
Campbeltown.

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy 
New Year
to all relatives, 
friends & 
neighbours 
from Margaret 
& John Park, 
Muasdale.

Ella & Ian, 5 
Wallace Cottages, 
Southend
wish family 
& friends 
a Merry 
Christmas 
& a Happy 
New Year.

Merry Christmas & Best 

wishes for 2016, to friends 

& former neighbours at 9 

Drumore Gardens.  Also 

thanks to all who assisted 

in my house removal.

MARGARET, 
16 MEADOWPARK

to all my relatives, 

neighbours & friends 

from Hamish Jackson, 

Meadowburn Place, 

Campbeltown.

SEASON’S GREETINGS

to all my 

relatives 

and friends 

from 

Maureen 

Henderson.

Merry 
Christmas & 
a happy 
New Year

to all my 

relatives 

and friends 

from James 

Anderson, 6 

Flemings Land, 

Castlehill, Campbeltown.

Merry 
Christmas & 
a happy 
New Year

Miss Evie 
Strath
formerly of 

at Strathearn, 
Carradale, 
wishes all 
friends a 
very Merry 
Christmas.

Season’s 
Greetings from 
Troon
Merry Christmas 
& Happy New 
Year to all 
our family 
& friends, 
love Allan, 
Susanne & 
Rebecca 
Lang.

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy 
New Year
to all my relatives 
& friends from 
Margaret 
Lindsay, 
2 Lorne 
Campbell 
Court.

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy 
New Year
to all our 
relatives, 
friends & 
neighbours 
from John 
& Fiona, 
Southend.

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy 
New Year
to all my relatives 
& friends from 
Roy, Davie 
& Donnie 
Mitchell, 10 
Muasdale 
Cottages.

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy 
New Year
to all my relatives 
and friends from 
Richard & Helen 
Kelly, Audrey-
Anne, David 
& Darren, 
Alexandria.

Merry Christmas & 
Happy New Year from 

Margaret & 
Ian Robertson, 
84 Roading.

SEASON’S GREETINGS

wishes all relatives, 

friends & neighbours a 

Merry Christmas & 

a Happy New Year.

SANDY WATSON, 
SOUTHEND

to friends & 

neighbours 

from 

Dulcie 

and Pat, 

Carradale.

Christmas 
Greetings

to all our 
family & 
friends from 
Richard & 
Elizabeth 
Semple, 
Southend.

Merry 
Christmas & 
a happy 
New Year

to all my 
relatives, 
friends & 
neighbours 
from Willie 
McCallum, 78 
Longrow.

Merry 
Christmas & 
a happy 
New Year

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy 
New Year
to all my 
relatives, friends 
& neighbours 
from 
Margaret 
Armour, 
Heath 
Cottage.

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy 
New Year
to all my 
relatives 
& friends with 
love from 
Ella 
McKinven.

Merry Christmas 
& Best Wishes   
for 2016
to all my family, 
friends & 
neighbours 
from Betty 
Greenlees, 9 
Burnbank, 
Drumlemble.

wishes all his 
relations, neighbours 

& friends a Merry 
Christmas & a Good 

New Year.

DUNNIE WATSON
SOUTHEND

to friends, relatives 
& neighbours from 

Senga, 59 Kirk 
Street.  Woofs & 
licks from Ben.

SEASON’S GREETINGS

to all my 

relatives & 

friends from 

Rachel 

McMurchy, 

Carradale.

Merry 
Christmas & 
a happy 
New Year

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy 
New Year
to all my 
friends & 
neighbours
from Diana 
and 
Candy.

We wish you peace 
and happiness,

Anne, Sarena and 
Rhianna.

Supporting Arthritis 
Care and BHF.

SEASON’S GREETINGS

wishes family & 

friends a Happy 

Christmas & a 

Peaceful New Year.

INA MACDONALD

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy 
New Year
to all my relatives 
and friends from 
Catherine Lavery, 
Ciaran Court

Christmas

2015

Greetings
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STOMP JUNIOR ATV

STODDARTS OF OBAN
01631 564176/07799692072

john.stoddarts@btconnect.com

SUITABLE FOR 10YRS UPWARDS
150CC 4 STROKE, SEMI AUTO 3 SPEED 
C/W REVERSE,
ELECTRIC START,CARRIERS FRONT 
AND REAR,
FULLY PREPARED ALL READY TO GO

£1,499 INC.VAT

MITSUBISHI LANCER SPORT 2005

Tel: 07516 803866

2 litre petrol, 64,000 miles, 
full years MOT, 4 new 
tyres, factory fi tted 10 CD 
multichanger, sports seats 
and momo steering wheel.  
Reliable car.

£1,450 

Honda CRV 2.2 diesel

Tel 07880 315393

2010, very low mileage 
(47,000), full service history, 
full leather interior, tinted rear 
windows, sat nav, etc, etc.

£11,000

RENAULT MASTER MWB HIGH ROOF

STODDARTS OF OBAN
01631 564176/07799692072

john.stoddarts@btconnect.com

006,ONLY 73,147 MILES,MOT’d 
till NOV.2016
FITTED TOWBAR,ORIGINAL 
OWNER,INTERIOR LINED.

£3,300+VAT

Land Rover Freelander, 
2000 Sport TD

Tel 01631 564134/0796 9988837

2005, 4 new tyres, 
12 months MOT.

£4450

Toyota Aygo, Platinum, VVTi

Telephone 07786 864877

1litre, 2010, MOT Feb 
‘16, £20 annual road 
tax, 60+mpg, 46,000 
miles, Full Toyota 
Service History.

£3400 o.n.o.

Telephone: William 07730 130284 or 
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

WANTED
4x4’s, all makes and models, also 
light commercials, vans, pick-ups 
bought, high miles no problems, 

MOT or not, instant decision, same 
day payment.

Telephone: 01250 884306
or mobile 07885 203020

WANTED
All types of 4 x 4 vehicles, Landrovers, 
Toyotas, Nissan, any 4x4 considered 

non-runners, failures, single or double 
cab and accident damaged, MOT 

failure, genuine people to deal with.
Telephone: 

07546 788945

WANTED
All types of 

good quality 

4 x 4 vehicles, 

Landrovers, 

Mitsubishi, Kia, 

Ford etc and all 4 

x 4 pickups, must 

be good condition 

and reasonable 

mileage.  Older 

4 x 4’s and non 

runners/MOT 

failures etc 

considered.  

Dacia Sandero = from £5,995*

Dacia Sandero Stepway = from £8,395*

Dacia Duster = from £9,495*

Sandero shown is a Laureate 1.2 16V 75 from £7,995.
sandero Stepway shown is a Laureate TCe 90 from £9,795.

Duster shown is a Laureate dCi 110 4X2 from £12,995.
Metallic paint optional on Sandero/Duster at £470.

Logan MCV Estate = from £6,995

New and Pre-Reg 
Renaults and Dacias 
ready for immediate 

delivery

Scotland’s most established 
Renault dealer

NOW AVAILABLE

The New Dacia Range 
from £5,995*

USED CARS

65 Dacia Sandero Stepway Ambiance TCE, Blue, Delivery Miles ....£8,895

64 Dacia Logan Lauréate DCi estate, black, delivery mileage ......£10,350

14 Dacia Duster Laureate DCi 4x2, grey, 3100 miles....................£11,995

14 Renault Scenic Dyn, Energy DCi, 1.5, T/tom, Black, 

15,250 miles ..............................................................................£12,950

14 Ford Ka, Plain Red, 6600 miles.................................................£5,950

63 Skoda Octavia S, TDI Estate Silver 14,000 miles .....................£12,995

13 Dacia Sandero Ambiance DCi H/b, 5dr, Blue, 18,000 Miles .......£6,950

62/13 Renault Megane dyn, 1.6, coupe, silver, 13,000 miles ........£9,450

62 Renault scenic XMode DYN, T/T, DCi, Red, 41,000 Miles ...........£8,500

12 Renault Clio Exp +, 1.2, 3dr White, 18,250 miles.....................£5,750

61 Renault Clio Dyn, 1.2,  T/tom, 3Dr, Black, 17,350 miles............£5,995

61 Renault Wind roadster, GT line 1.6 convertible, black, 

58,000 miles ................................................................................£5,250

11 Renault Clio DYN, T/tom DCi Est 1.5, Blue, 52,500 miles ..........£6,250

11 Peugeot 308 Access SW HDi Est, 1.5 , Black, 46000 Miles ........£6,250

59 Ford Fiesta Titanium 1.6 3 dr blue, 67,000 miles......................£4,500

07 Kia Sorrento, X6 V6 Auto with gas conversion, Black, 68,000 Miles ... £4,650

56 Citreon Picasso 1.6DCi, silver, 44,000 miles..............................£2,250

COMMERCIALS

12 Renault Kangoo in White ................................................£5,500+VAT

11 Vauxhall Combo 1700 cdti, white, 61,000 miles .............£4,250+VAT

60 Vauxhall Vivara DCI Van ............................................. £7,000 plus VAT

08 Renault Master SWB, White............................................£6,000+VAT

04 Nissan Kubistar Diesel .............................................................£1,500

These are just a small selection of cars currently in our showrooms

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE TO VIEW A 
MORE COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF 
VEHICLES ON OFFER

Approved Renault Dealer

www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street. 

Tel: 01499 302150 Fax: 01499 302281

Lochgilphead - Highbank Park. 

Tel: 01546 606767 Fax: 01546 606272

FIND US 

WD Semple

West Coast MOTORING TIMES
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HONDA TRX500FES C/W TRAILER

STODDARTS OF OBAN
01631 564176/07799692072

john.stoddarts@btconnect.com

2007 E/SHIFT FULLY 
SERVICED,NEW TYRES ETC. 
C/W LOGIC STOCK 
TRAILER,DELIVERY ARRANGED.

£3850 NO VAT

Telephone 07767 302294 
or 01339 802522

WANTED
4x4s, Land Rover, double or 

single cab pickups, or any type of 
4x4, any year or condition, 

will collect.

Landrover Series 3 109 

For more info call 01852314267

2.6L petrol hardtop.  
1979 with only 
38,000 miles.  Mot 
08/16 Good runner.

£2800 

Mitsubishi L200 Animal

Tel: 01880 770225 / 07881 908556

4x4 Pick Up
MOT Sept 2016

£3600 

Citroen Berlingo Multispace Desire

Tel: 01546 603274

1.6 Turbo Diesel, 
Sept 2007 plate, Full 
service history, one 
owner from new, 
MOT till Sept 2016, 
Genuine 37,000 
miles, Towbar.

£3250 o.n.o. 

Mitsubishi L200 Pickup

01852 300203  07771920621

2002 only 61,678 
miles alloy wheels. 
10 months M.O.T. 
Hard top, towbar 
and liner.

£3,490 + vat 
o.n.o.

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00-17:00hrs Monday to 
Friday at 1A Manse Brae Lochgilphead PA31 8RD, at the alternative locations detailed below during their nomal opening times 
or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications 
should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

15/02833/PP Demolition of existing farm building and 
erection of dwellinghouse, installation of septic 
tank and formation of vehicular access

(Plot 2) Culfuar Tayinloan Tarbert 
Argyll and Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Tayinloan

15/02834/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, installation of septic 
tank and formation of vehicular access

(Plot 1) Culfuar Tayinloan Tarbert 
Argyll and Bute PA29 6XF 

Sub Post Office 
Tayinloan

15/03191/PP Variation of condition 29 of planning permission 
reference 11/02520/PP - to remove wording 
“This should include appropriate measures to 
mitigate against Black Grouse colliding with 
handrails and lower tower sections.”

Land at A’Chruach Kilmelford 
Forest West of Minard Argyll 
and Bute 

Mid Argyll Area 
Office

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

15/03221/PP Replacement of first floor amenity deck. Reduce 
size of amenity deck and create external space 
on ground floor to separate 10 and 12 Longrow 
and installation of replacement rooflight above 
20 Longrow

10 Longrow South Campbeltown 
Argyll and Bute PA28 6AH

Burnet Building 
St John St 
Campbeltown

15/03255/LIB Installation of replacement window 1 Paterson Street Lochgilphead 
Argyll and Bute 

Mid Argyll Area 
Office

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website: 
https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 

The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning and 
Regulatory Services, Central ValidationTeam, 1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead PA31 8RD. 

A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.

Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. 

Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

COUNCILLOR’S SURGERIES
Councillor John Armour (E.W.1 South Kintyre)
Councillor Armour will be holding a drop in surgery in Aqualibrium on Monday 21st December from 6pm -7pm.
Councillor Armour can also be contacted by email – John.Armour@argyll-bute.gov.uk and by telephone – Tel: 01586 552404. 
He will also be happy to arrange meetings to suit constituents.

Councillor Sandy Taylor (E.W.3 Mid Argyll)
Councillor Taylor will be holding a drop in surgery in the Community Centre, Lochgilphead on Monday 14th December 2015 
from 4.30pm – 6.00pm.
Councillor Taylor can also be contacted by e mail – Sandy.Taylor@argyll-bute.gov.uk and by telephone – Tel: 01546 604184. 
He will also be happy to arrange meetings to suit constituents.

Councillor Donald Kelly (E.W.1 South Kintyre)
Councillor Donald Kelly can be contacted by email – Donald.Kelly2@argyll-bute.gov.uk or by telephone 01586 810193/
07977 327751.
Councillor Kelly will be happy to arrange meetings to suit constituents.

Councillor Rory Colville (E.W.1 South Kintyre)
Councillor Rory Colville can be contacted by email – Rory.Colville@argyll-bute.gov.uk or by telephone 01586 820209.
Councillor Colville will be happy to arrange meetings to suit constituents.

Councillor Robin Currie (E.W.2 Kintyre and the Islands)
Councillor Robin Currie can be contacted by email – Robin.Currie@argyll-bute.gov.uk or by telephone 01496 301369 (work)/
07795 222849 (mobile) / 01496 850517 (home) 
Councillor Currie will be happy to arrange meetings to suit constituents.

Councillor Dougie Philand (E.W.3 Mid Argyll)
Councillor Dougie Philand can be contacted by email – Dougie.Philand@argyll-bute.gov.uk or by telephone 01546 604114.
Councillor Philand will be happy to arrange meetings to suit constituents.

Councillor Donnie MacMillan (E.W.3 Mid Argyll)
Councillor Donald MacMillan can be contacted by email – Donald.MacMillan@argyll-bute.gov.uk or by telephone 
01546 603222/07555 994109
Councillor MacMillan will be happy to arrange meetings to suit constituents.

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

Is a “wildlife centre” feasible in Knapdale?
at Barrandaimh on Wednesday 16th 

December 1 and 3 o’clock.

see www.heartofargyll.com/news.php

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010

THE MARINE WORKS (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT) 
REGULATIONS 2007 (AS AMENDED)

05773 - JST (FLOATING PIERS) LTD (PER MH PLANNING ASSOCIATES) - 
TEMPORARY FLOATING PIER, ARDCASTLE, LOCH FYNE

PROJECT COST BAND (£5,001 - £49,999) 

Notice is hereby given that JST (Floating Piers) Ltd (per MH Planning 

Associates) registered at Highfi eld Business Park, St Quivox, Ayr, KA6 5HQ, 

has applied to the Scottish Ministers for consent for the installation of a 

temporary fl oating timber-loading pier at Ardcastle, Loch Fyne, within the 

area bounded by joining the following coordinates:

56° 4.155’ N     05° 17.741’ W

56° 4.136’ N     05° 17.662’ W

56° 4.076’ N     05° 17.708’ W

56° 4.095’ N     05° 17.787’ W

A copy of the application and drawings, together with the Environmental 

Statement presenting an analysis of the environmental implications, are 

available for inspection free of charge during normal offi  ce hours at:

Argyll and Bute Council

1A Manse Brae

Lochgilphead
PA31 8RD

Copies of the Environmental Statement may be obtained from Iona Hyde 

(Arboricultural and Environmental Consultant), 140 West Princes Street, 

Helensburgh, G84 8BH at a charge of £200 per hard copy and £10 on CD. 

Copies of a short non-technical summary are available free of charge.

Any representations regarding the application should be made by email to The 

Scottish Government, Marine Scotland Licensing Operations Team mailbox at 

ms.marinelicensing@gov.scot or by post to The Scottish Government, Marine 

Scotland, Marine Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB not 

later than 22 January 2016.

Representations should be dated and should clearly identify the proposal, the 

grounds for representation and the name and return email or postal address 

(in block capitals) of the person making the representations, otherwise they 

may be disregarded.  Please quote reference:

05773

JST (Floating Piers) Ltd

FLAT FOR SALE
36c Meadowburn Place, 

Campbeltown

Two bedrooms, DG, 
electric heating, newly 

carpeted and decorated, 
lovely open views

Offers over £45,000

Home report available

Further info on 
01586 810268

like us on 

facebook

www.facebook.com/
campbeltowncourier
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ANDERSON BANKS
OFFICE ASSISTANT

We are seeking an enthusiastic, motivated 
full time office assistant to support our team 
in a very busy legal office. Duties will include 
typing (audio and copy), reception, estate 
agency and other general office duties. 
Good typing, computer skills and driving 
licence essential.  
Apply in writing to Anderson Banks, 22 
Argyll Square, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4AT 
or ssteward@andersonbanks.co.uk by 
Monday 21st December 2015.

Closing date: 8 January 2016.

To apply visit our website

Property Offi cer/Clerk of Works (Permanent)

£24,563 - £26,844 Mid Argyll Ref: CTF00999

☎ 01546 604334

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

Argyll Homecare in partnership with NHS Highland & 
Argyll and Bute Council are launching a new initiative for 
the Mid Argyll area as part of the Integrated Care Fund
We are currently recruiting highly motivated 
individuals to join our team for this exciting new 
project.Working in collaboration with our colleagues 
in Health and Social Services, you will be able to 
work on your own and/or as part of a team providing 
care services across a range of clients. The role will 
involve being part of a set rota system.   

Position: Care at Home (x3)
Area: Lochgilphead/Ardrishaig
Full time: 35 hours per week (£8.00 per hour)

Previous care experience is highly desirable 
accompanied with an aptitude for delivering a high level 
of service.
Extensive training will be offered however 
a commitment and desire for ongoing training is also 
essential. 
Full driving licence essential.
Job share opportunities may also be available
All successful applicants will undergo full PVG checks.

Closing date for completed applications
24th December 2015

For further information and an application pack 
please telephone 01546 600333

Argyll HomeCare

Vacancy:  1 x Full Time 
Freshwater Operative

Location:  Furnace Hatchery/Smolt Unit, near Inveraray, Argyll
Cooke Aquaculture Scotland is a leading company in the Scottish Salmon Industry 
producing exceptionally high quality products for an increasingly demanding mar-
ket. We have operations throughout Scotland, Cumbria and the Northern Isles of 
Orkney and Shetland, together; we pledge a strong dedication to achieving a sus-
tainable aquaculture industry.  

We are currently seeking candidates to take on the position of Freshwater Operative 
at our Furnace Hatchery/Smolt Unit.  As part of a small team, they will assist their 
colleagues in building strong key relationships and ensuring a safe working envi-
ronment for all. 

The Role:
The successful candidate will find themselves reportable to the Management Team 
for Furnace. 

Qualifications/Skills required but not essential as full training can be given: 
• At least 2 years’ experience working in an Aquaculture Recirculation Unit 
• Ability to participate in an Alarm Duty rota system
• Good understanding of the aquaculture industry 
• Candidate must be flexible with regard to hours worked, weekend working will be 
   required
• Be a good team player but have the ability to work alone when required
• Inter-personal and excellent communication skills
• Clean UK driving licence

The ideal candidate will be committed to achieving the best results in a challenging 
environment and delivering the highest standards of performance possible.  In re-
turn, we offer a highly competitive salary, employer pension contribution, company 
bonus scheme and salary sacrifice programmes. 

If you feel you have the necessary attributes to successfully fulfil this position and 
contribute to a progressive, results orientated company, then please send your 
covering letter and CV to vicci.laird@cookeaqua.com by 24 December 2015

LOCHANDUBH KENNELS
Part-time help required in busy boarding 

kennel and cattery (horses and birds) 
weekends only, good rate of pay.  

Are you responsible, reliable, hardworking, 
enthusiastic, able to work alone in all 

weathers, training given, own transport 
essential.  

Contact Fiona 01631 720311.

UNIT MANAGER Required to compliment our existing skilled team
…………………………………………………………………………We also require NURSES

We also require CARE ASSISTANTS, experience not essential
Please contact the Louise Glasgow Home Manager

for application form or further information
Tel: 01631 720278

REQUIRE

ASSISTANT SITE SUPERVISOR
Oban-based working throughout Argyll and Isles
Experience preferred but not essential as training 

can be given. CSCS card and driving license 
preferable. 

Salary subject to experience
CV’s to lil@mkmacleod.co.uk 

or MacLeod Construction Limited 
Kilmory Industrial Estate
Lochgilphed, PA31 8RU

Finance Assistant, Legal (Temporary – 6 months)
 Lochgilphead
Finance Assistant, Income (Temporary – 6 months)
 Lochgilphead
Salary £17,097 - £18,889 35 hours per week

To apply visit our website at www.acha.co.uk/recruitment 

If you cannot access the website please contact the recruitment team: 

Tel 01546 605917 or email recruitment@acha.co.uk 

Closing Date for both posts: 12 noon on Friday 18th December 2015.

Kintyre Way Trainee based in Campbeltown.

Salary -   In the region of £10,000

1 Year Placement

30 hours per week

Working closely with the Maintenance Manager  you will be involved with 

all aspects of the Views of Kintyre Project and the day to day maintenance of 

the route. This role will provide valuable on the job experience and training 

opportunities in LANTRA and NPTC qualifi cations.  Candidates must have a 

genuine interest in pursuing a career in the countryside industry.  Experience 

desirable but not necessary. A clean, full driving license is essential.

Closing Date:   Friday 18th December 2015

To apply please e-mail: clive.good@btinternet.com or 

aidan@kintyreway.com with  CV and  covering letter.

like us on 

facebook

www.facebook.com/
argyllshireadvertiser
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QUALIFIED 
ELECTRICIAN 

REQUIRED 
immediate start 

available. 
Contact

Mob – 07771 732 925
Tel – 01631 565 812

e-mail – lorne@
waltonelectrical.plus.com

15 Airds Crescent | Oban 
Argyll | PA34 5SQ

Qualified Reporter
Fort William office

Here at the Oban Times, the West Highlands’ best-selling weekly 
newspaper, we pride ourselves on producing quality grassroots journalism.

A vacancy has arisen for an ambitious reporter with plenty of ideas, 
energy and enthusiasm to be based in our Fort William office; someone 
who can really get under the skin of our communities to find the stories 
that will engage readers. Ideally you’ll have passed your NCTJ diploma 

exams, including shorthand. You must have a full current driving licence.

As digital plays an increasingly important part in our news coverage, 
ideally you will be confident in the use of social media and digital 

storytelling techniques.

In return, we’re offering a fantastic opportunity for a qualified reporter 
to join one of Scotland’s leading independent news publishers, with a 
salary and conditions that reflect this - private health care, enhanced 

pension, life assurance and financial assistance with relocation.

Please apply by email with full CV and 
contact details to ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

Join the 8th largest newspaper in Scotland and its associated magazines, 
publications and digital media as you launch your new career in Scottish 
media.

Wyvex Media publishes The Oban Times, Argyllshire Advertiser, Campbeltown 
Courier and Arran Banner along with a host of holiday publications, beautifully 
illustrated maps, area directories and special community and business led 
supplements.
As we enter a new era, we are looking for a dynamic individual to join our 
fantastic team, who will engage with our customers in the communities that 
we serve and possess the skills and personality to be a conversation starter, 
good listener and creative thinker. 
Whilst experience in this fi eld is preferred, it is more important that the newest 
member of our team has drive, ambition, a positive attitude and the desire to 
learn, develop and advance in their career.
If this sounds like you then we would love to hear from you. We off er full 

training and support, excellent rates of pay, a pleasant working environment 
and all the benefi ts associated with a major employer in the West of Scotland.

A full driving licence is essential. Closing date: Friday 18th December.

In the fi rst instance, please email your CV 

to Fiona Bennett, HR Manager at 
fi ona@wyvexmedia.co.uk or call 

Nicky Murphy, Advertising Director (Designate) 

for an initial discussion on 01631 568000

Kick Start Your Career 
in Media Sales and Marketing
With the Oban Times Group of 
Newspapers and Special Publications

www.scottishfield.co.uk
WIN LUXURY DEESIDE FAMILY BREAK

JANUARY 
ISSUE OUT
NOW

Louise Linton

Meet the real 
John Sessions
How I learnt to 
love dogs
Why we 
should ban 
Buckfast

ON LIFE  

IN THE 

CAPITAL

THE SCOTS 
INDIAN CHIEFS

OF THE BEST SCOTTISH

JOKERS OF ALL TIME10
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YOUR LOCAL WEST HIGHLAND OFFICES:
OBAN : The Oban Times, Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

FORT WILLIAM : The Oban Times, Mamore House, The Parade, Fort William PH33 6BA
CAMPBELTOWN : The Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6AE

LOCHGILPHEAD : Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8NB

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE MONDAY 4.00pm
NO MORE THAN 20 WORDS PLEASE

ITEM ................................................................................................................................................

DESCRIPTION ................................................................................................................................

 ........................................................................................................................................................

 ........................................................................................................................................................

PRICE ......................................................TELEPHONE .................................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON
FOR MULTIPLE ITEMS INPUT YOUR DETAILS ONLINE AT

 www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

Fill in the form below and hand it in to any of our offices with 
your chosen image (details below)

ACCORDIAN

Telephone 01631 568000

Antique accordian.
Still plays a grand tune. 

£300 

*E
x

a
m

p
le

 a
d

*

SELL WITH A 
PHOTO FOR 

ONLY £15.00

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/campbeltowncourier
www.facebook.com/argyllshireadvertiser

w w w . w e s t c o a s t c l a s s i f i e d s . c o . u k

NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Campbeltown Courier, Argyllshire Advertiser or The Oban Times and your ad will also appear 
Simply use the coupon on this page or visit the website and input your details there. Deadline is Tuesday at 3pm

ITEMS

add a photo for just 

£15

call 01631 568000

 BABY EQUIPMENT
TRAVEL COT Mothercare 
travel cot with bassinet, 
vgc,  £20 Telephone 01855 
811952.

 BUILDING / DIY
FLEXIBLE DUCTING 
5 metres long,  £25 
Telephone 01389 762393 
or 07519 0203582².
HOT WATER FAN 
ASSISTED WARM 
Air fan assisted,  £70 
Telephone 01389 762393 
or 07519 020358².

 CAR ACCESSORIES
DOG GUARD Universal 
dog guard. Mesh, fully 
adjustable in perfect 
condition,  £10 Telephone 
01866 822597.

CHRISTMAS 
DECORATIONS

CHRISTMAS TREE 

high, £5 Telephone 01546 
603654

 CLOTHES, SHOES 
AND ACCESSORIES

HARRIS WOOL SOCKS 

including postage, Mrs 

of Lewis, HS2 9DU

Hand operated, heavy 
duty, 10ft high, can easily 

lift one tonne.

£135
Telephone 01389 762393 

or 07519 020358

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

BEKO UNDER COUNTER 
LARDER  Fridge, 18months 
old in excellent condition.  

redesign, includes all 
accessories and instruction 

01631 770268.

 FURNITURE
2 SINGLE DIVAN BEDS 
with drawers, excellent 
condition,  only used in 
spare room. £99.99 for 
both or will sell separately 
Telephone 01631 720449 or 
07796 144663.
COMFY HIGH BACKED 
2 seater sofa, £10 Telephone 
01546 603654.
CORNER TV UNIT Rio 
corner TV unit from Argos, 3 
months old,  £30 Telephone 
01631 564124 after 6pm.
DOUBLE DIVAN BED 
complete with 10” deep 
luxury orthopaedic mattress.  

£399 will accept £150, can 
deliver.  Telephone 07555 
644702².
FOLD UP DOUBLE BED 
moveable with headboard, 
over £200 new,  £50 
Telephone 01586 552439².
LEATHER SOFA 3 seat 

condition collection only,  
£44 Telephone 01546 
602546.
PINE TABLE solid pine 
table, 5ft x 3ft. Could deliver 
locally,  £60 Telephone 
07733 432644.
SINGLE SEAT and two 
seater sofa.  Both recline, 
beige in colour, vgc,  
£150ono Telephone 01546 
602673.
SMALL LEATHER 
CHAIR small brown leather 
chair, suitable for dining 

condition,  £25 Telephone 
01880 740506.
TV STAND three glass 
shelves, metal legs, very 
good condition,  £35 
Telephone 01586 810183.
WRITING BUREAU with 
three drawers, nice piece of 
furniture in good condition,  
£30 Telephone 00855 
831383.

 HEATING, FIRES AND 
FIREPLACES

PANEL HEATER Creda 

x 19” x 2”,  £30 Telephone 
07733 432644.
PANEL HEATERS 2 
Dimplex panel heaters. 
Model PLX 1250 TI. 

£30 each Telephone 07733 
432644.

 HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

PEARLISED PAPER & 

13p per sheet. Contact 
Krisp Print. Telephone 
01586 554975.

 HOME FURNISHINGS
3 WALL MOUNTED Plate 

each holds 3 plates, £5 each 
or £10 for 2  Telephone 
01546 603654.
BED BASE double bed 
base very good condition,  
£65 Telephone 07721 
868769.
MATTRESS good quality 
sprung double mattress, 
little used in excellent 
condition always used 
with mattress protector, 
very comfortable, £65 
Telephone 07721 868769.

 KITCHEN AND 
BATHROOM

1½ BOWL stainless steel 
and lever tap, still in box,  
£45ono Telephone 01631 
720546.

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS, featuring 
spectacular photography 
of some of our most scenic 
lochs, rivers, beaches and 
mountains. Places include: 
Stirling, Fort William, 
Glencoe, Aberdeen, Isle of 

Loch Lomond, Kelso, 
Aviemore, Forfar, Rum and 
Eigg, Shetland, Glentrool 
and Dryburgh. Always a 
popular gift for family and 
friends at home or abroad. 
Order on-line at www.

OBAN TIMES 
WEST HIGHLAND 
CALENDAR, fabulous 
views of the West 
Highlands portrayed in this 
handy and conveniently 

include: Inveraray, 
Appin, Oban, Seil, Isle 
of Mull, Campbeltown, 
Tarbert, Machrihanish, 
Fort William.  Ideal for 

Order on-line at www.

 MARINE 
ELECTRONICS

PERKINS 4 108 marine 
diesel engine 49SHP 
with Hurth 2.5:1 gearbox 
refurbished in 2008 and 
110 Amp alternator new 
in 2010, recently removed 
from yacht in good 

invited.  Telephone 01631 
710132.

X3 SUPER WINCH 
power capacity approx 
2 tons, with long remote 
control box and long wire 

Telephone 07786 864877².

 MARINE UNDER £250
HORSESHOE LIFE 
BUOY(S) two buoys 

brown in vg condition with 

stained but useable,  £25 
Telephone 01866 822597.

 MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

CHANSON ACCORDION 
120 Bass, good condition,  
£450 Telephone 01631 
770386².
FLUTE ideal for beginners, 
choice of two; Blessing or 
Gemeinhardt, both used 
but good condition, with 
cases,  £50 each Telephone 
07486 563719.
GUITAR Accustic guitar 
and case was £150 and £60 
pounds, hardly used,  £90 
Telephone 01631 563303.
GUITAR AMP 10 Watt, 
good condition,  £15 
Telephone 01631 570955.
KIDS GUITAR Valencia 

guitar, includes carry case. 
Suitable for 5-10 years,  
£15 Telephone 01586 
830619.

PROFESSIONAL DRUM 

all Premier heavy duty 

crash cymbals 5 star super 
Zyn hi hats all new cases,  
£580 Telephone 01369 
810226 or 0777 6356195.

 OUTDOOR SPORTS 
EQUIPMENT

GOLF CLUBS half set of 
golf clubs plus bag and 
trolley. Little used vgc,  £30 
Telephone 01855 811952.

 PET ACCESSORIES
GUINEA PIG HUTCH 
two level wooden hutch 
with rain cover.  Plus all 
pet gear, bowls, bottles, 
hay, shavings, food 
hopper. FREE to a good 
home.  Telephone 01631 
563466.

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

address labels to attach on 
all your correspondence. 
500 labels from £20. Call 
Krisp Print.  Telephone 
01586 554975.
WRITING PAPER and 
matching envelopes, 
printed with your address. 
Sets from £33. From Krisp 
Print.  Telephone 01586 
554975.

 TOYS AND GAMES
4 BRUDOR, LIEBHERR 

included is a garbage 

unimog and a tractor. For 

litstercampbell@gmail.
com,  £95 Telephone 
01852 200209.

 TRAILERS
BRAKED TRAILER 6’ 

trailer, steel construction, 
requires attention. Light 
board, ideal logs or 
building materials,  £135 
Telephone 01546 510549².

 WANTED
COPPER, BRASS, 
LEAD batteries etc. Cars 
uplifted for a fee. Garage 
clearances.  Telephone 
07435 589701².
LOCAL COLLECTOR 
OF ADVERTISING Items, 
requires Petrol cans, oil 
tins and signs dating from 
the 1970’s and earlier.  

name or logo.  Telephone 
01631 564578.

CLP280

£930
Telephone 01586 550367.

top of the range, cost £2,500 

transpose, USB, midi, multi 
layer recording etc.  Full 

on request

Solid fuel or gas, used for 6 
months, perfect condition. 3 
x 5” 1m lengths with locking 
bands, 1 x 5” ceiling support 

and bracket, 1 x 5” roof 

bracket & 2 telescopic rods, 1 
x 5” H cowl

£300
Telephone 01586 552773

(sorry, phone out of order last 
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like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/argyllshireadvertiser

MACQUEEN
BROS LTD

Removals/Storage 
& Self Storage
Full range of packing 

materials
Glengallan Road

Oban, Argyll
PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE

HOOK DATA 
SERVICES

•Hardware, Software
•Advice, Repairs
•Consumables

Crinan Harbour by 
Lochgilphead PA31 8SW
Tel: 01546 830157

Call in
or phone

COMPUTER SERVICES

MORTGAGE ADVICE

PLUMBING & ELECTRICAL SERVICES SCAFFOLDING SERVICES

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Doors &  WindowsGarage Doors
GRP/Flat Roofs

Carports and Door canopies

 

Composite Decking

Conservatories/Porches

TEL 01631 720074 or 07776402550

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

SERVICE TO PROMOTE?
Call 01586 554646 

 or  01546 602345

WHISKY CASKS

CHIMNEY SWEEP

LOCAL SERVICES
COURIER & ADVERTISER

Having a problem getting a 
mortgage from your bank?  

Waiting weeks for an appointment, 
then delay after delay?
Call West Mortgage

 01546 795 001
Fast effective local service

We have access to all UK lenders
Credit issues may not be a problem!
West Mortgage is authorised and regulated 
by the Financial Conduct Authority 622817.
THINK CAREFULLY BEFORE SECURING  DEBTS AGAINST 

YOUR HOME. YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU 
DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE.

Mortgage 
Problem?

LOCAL SERVICES
COURIER & ADVERTISER
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Thought for 
the Week
with Marilyn Shedden

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Est. 1978Funeral Directors
& Monumental Suppliers

T.A.Blair LtdT.A.Blair Ltd
Funeral Directors

& Monumental Suppliers

Burnside Street, Campbeltown

Funerals carried out in Campbeltown, 
Kintyre and throughout the UK

For personal attention assured at all times

Telephone Alasdair, Kenneth or Rhys
(01586) 552918 or Mobile 07810 443473

blairfunerals@btinternet.com

Agents for

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which 
relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications owned by 
Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited 
Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The 
Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and 
comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement 
by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on 
acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed 

by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the 
Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher 
reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of 
the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and 
Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to 
recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be 
settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the 
Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned 
by any total or partial failure (however caused) of publication or 
distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement 
is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission 
in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the 
Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of 

the advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable refund or 
adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be 
made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract 
from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within fourteen 
days of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total liability of 
the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount 
of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular 
advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a 
further or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably 
comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the 
Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling 
upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened legal 
actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one or 
more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy 

instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/
Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order 
by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with 
the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 
days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  
In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment 
interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the 
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INVERARAYKNAPDALE

TARBERT

WE had great fun at Messy Church last week as 
we enjoyed food, fun and friendship together.

We made stable scenes, tree decorations, 
Christmas crafts for gifts and Christingles.

But one of the things we enjoyed doing most 
was preparing the ‘Advent Door.’

We thought about things that remind us of 
Christmas.

Tinsel and tat, glitter and glitz, baubles and 
balloons all featured in things that appear at 
Christmas time.

So we decorated one side of the door with 
all these bits and pieces and it looked very 
‘Christmassy’.

It was appropriate and fun, but there was 
something missing.

At the end of our fun and craft time, we prepared 
the side room of Tayinloan Hall for worship.

We had images of the Nativity while children 
and adults gathered together as a Messy Church 
family.

However, to get to the Nativity, we all had to 
walk quietly through the ‘Advent Door’.

We left behind the noise and the trappings of 
the secular world to come to the crib.

We came from the bargains to the baby, from 
the glitter to the glory, from the clutter to the 
cradle.

The children sang about a baby in the manger 
as we all gathered to hear once again, the greatest 
story ever told.

Sometimes we need to step through the ‘Advent 
Door’ to come to the manger.

It is certainly lovely to enjoy all the celebrations 
and the decorations that brighten up the gloomy 
winter days, and I am sure God loves us to have 
fun together.

However it is good just to take time to ‘walk 
through the door’ of commercialism and 
remember the real meaning of Christmas.

It is good to pause and sing with the angels, 
shout with joy with the shepherds and wonder 
with the wise men.

What is beyond the door will enchant us.

Festive singing and dancing in Minard
Good session for 
Inveraray kids 
on the run
INVERARAY kids on 
the run had a good night 
for their latest session. 

There was a warm up 
session and some of the 
runners gave ideas on 
new warm up exercises.

They then played a 
sprint game of cat and 
mouse with some very 
enthusiastic mouse 
chases. 

The children then ran 
to the tennis courts for 
a fartlek session, which 
means adapting to a 
change of pace several 
times.

The session ended 
with a town run.

 The children are now 

Christmas concert in village hall
TARBERT Ladies Choir will be performing in Tar-
bert Village Hall on Sunday December 13. 

The concert will start at 2.30pm. The Christmas 
concert will provide an afternoon of entertainment 
and seasonal fun for all ages. 

Admission costs £4. 

INVERARAY

very good at staying 
safe and running  with 
regard to other pave-
ment users.

Group leader Fiona 
Corner said: ‘The group 
get on so well together 
they were again a pleas-
ure to be with. The run-
ner of the week was 

The children paid a surprise visit to Netta’s Coff ee Morning. 

Manon Clark-Mosseau, 
who has improved her 
stamina and endurance 
a lot since she started 
with the group. She lis-
tened to the instructions 
and advice and followed 
it through for a really 
good session. Well done 
Manon.’ 

CHILDREN surprised pension-
ers at a coffee morning in Minard 
by popping in to entertain with 
poetry and songs.

The monthly meet is at Netta’s 
Coffee Morning in the village 
hall and this month pupils from 
Minard Primary School were 
brought along by teachers Mrs 

Goodwin and Mrs Munro and the 
children put on a show to an au-
dience.

Sang and danced
Pupils read, sang and danced for 

their new fans and even had most 
of them joining in to the ‘Hokey-
kokey’.

Netta’s socialites meet on the 

and the meetings are open to ev-
eryone who wishes to join the 
fun.

Last Thursday was the Christ-
mas meeting and people on the 
day enjoyed a craft fair, mince 
pies, brandy butter, coffee and 
tea.

Wildlife centre 
considered at 
Barandaimh
HEART of Argyll are 
looking into creating a 
wildlife centre at Bar-
randaimh in Knapdale. 

It believes there is 
more opportunity for 
wildlife tourism in Mid 
Argyll and wants to 
capitalise on that. 

There is a drop in 

or air your views. It 
takes place in Barran-
daimh on wednesday 
December 16 from 1 to 
3pm 



BIRTHS

ENGAGEMENTS

DEATHS
MUIR - Sadly, on 
December 5, 2015, after a 
short illness, at Lorn and 
Islands Hospital, Oban, 
with her family, Christina 
Murdoch Muir (Chrissie), 
aged 80, dear wife to 
Gilbert, a loving mother, 
granny and great granny.
SLINGER - Suddenly, 
but peacefully, at the 
Mid Argyll Hospital, 
Lochgilphead, on 
December 7, 2015, 
Robert (Bob) Slinger, 
aged 81 years, of The 
Croft, Achahoish, by 
Lochgilphead, beloved 
husband of the late Joan.  
A dear brother-in-law of 
Petrona, Graham, Alan and 
Molly. A good neighbour 
and dear friend to many. 
A well respected engineer 
and tradesman. Funeral 
service will be held at 
Cardross Crematorium, on 
Tuesday, December 15, 
2015, at 12.15pm. Family 

Donations, if desired, to 
Glenaray Ward, Mid Argyll 
Hospital, Lochgilphead. 

CHURCH NOTICES

CHURCH NOTICES
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NORTH KNAPDALE
PARISH CHURCH

Charity Number SC001002

Sunday 13 December
Tayvallich Church 10 am

Christingle Service
Rev. C. Acklam

Monday 14 December
Prayer meeting 10 am

Tayvallich Church
All welcome

Enquiries 01546 606926
www.argyllcommunities.

org/nknapdalecofs

SPRINGBANK 
EVANGELICAL

CHURCH

75 Longrow,
Campbeltown

Sunday 13 December 2015
11.00am

Family Communion Service
Unexpected Journeys

No Bible Study or Coffee 
Afternoon this week

Advance Notice
Christmas Eve - 

Thursday 24th December
6.30pm Carols by Candlelight
For details, contact the church 

Church Secretary on 
0586 551237.

www.springbankchurch.co.uk  
SCO14646

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
WEST LOCHFYNESIDE
Sunday 13th December 

2015
Cumlodden Lochfyneside 

and Lochgair
Charity No. SC016097

Minister:
Rev. Dr. Roderick D. M. 

Campbell
Morning Service 

in Cumlodden Church at 
10 am

Glenaray and Inveraray 
Charity No. SC016665

Morning Service 
in Inveraray Church at     

11.30 am
Seirbheis Ghàidhlig

Gaelic Carols and Readings
in Lochgair Church at 3 pm

All Welcome 
Note: Induction of Rev. 
Dr. Roderick Campbell,

Cumlodden Church, 
Saturday12th  December, 2 pm 

Social in Inveraray Church Hall, 
3.30 pm

SKIPNESS LINKED 
WITH TARBERT 
LOCHFYNE AND 

KILBERRY
CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

Sunday 13th December 2015
Skipness Service 10.00am

Mr John Morrison
Tarbert Service  11.30am

Kilberry Service 2pm
Mr James MacLellan

For all church enquiries and 
pastoral care

Contact Rev. Hilda Smith, Interim 
Moderator on 07826 235735

Everyone very welcome
Tarbert & Kilberry SCO02622

Skipness SCO04280

LOCHGILPHEAD 
PARISH CHURCH

Sunday 13th December  2015
11.00am WORSHIP SERVICE

Rev. Hilda Smith 
All Welcome 

Every Tuesday
1 p.m. - 3 p.m.     Bumps, Babies 

and Toddlers
Every Wednesday

10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Drop-In Cafe
More info. at www.lpchurch.co.uk 
Lochgilphead (Church of Scotland) 

SC016311

Lochgilphead
Baptist Church

All Welcome
Pastor Rev Derek Gibson

Sunday 13th December 2015
Morning Worship  11am

Tuesday 
mainly music at 10.15am

Friday 
Jumpstart From 10am
Scottish Charity SC015187

Scottish Episcopal 
Churches

Everyone Welcome
Christ Church

Bishopton Road, Lochgilphead
(SC013787)

Sundays 11.00 am 
Eucharist service

Coffee & Cake follows the 
service

St Columba’s, Poltalloch, nr 
Kilmartin

(SC031391)
1st Sunday of the month 
9.00am Eucharist Service
3rd Sunday of the month 

3.30pm Evensong
Scottish Prayer Book
All Saints, Inveraray

(SC025646)
Saturdays 

Eucharist Service
Father Simon Mackenzie

Priest in Charge of the charges of 
Mid Argyll & Arran

01546 602315

ST MARGARET’S 
R.C. CHURCH
LOCHGILPHEAD

Holy Mass Sunday 10am
ALL SAINTS, INVERARAY
Holy Mass Sunday 12.30pm

ST KIERAN’S CAMPBELTOWN
Saturday 5pm Fr. David Connor

01546 602380 
All Welcome (SCO002876)

George Street, 
Campbeltown

Sunday 13th December
11.15am    Worship Service

Rev Finlay Mackenzie
Wednesday 16th December

12.30pm   Bible Study 
and Prayer

2.00pm  Water of Life Café

All Welcome
www.campbeltownfreechurch.co.uk

Scottish Charity Number: SCO09980

SCO02493
Sunday 13th December 2015
The service will be held in the 

Church at 11.15am
and will be conducted 
by Rev W. Crossan.

Badminton Club 
Badminton Club will resume after 
Christmas on Tuesday 5th January.

Primary 1-5: 6.30 - 7.30pm
Primary 6-7: 7.30 - 8.30pm

LORNE AND 
LOWLAND

PARISH CHURCH
Scottish Charity Number 

SCO11686

Sunday 13th December
Service  11.15am 

Creche, Triple C, Next Generation
Rev P Wallace

Thursday 17th December
Choir 7.30pm

Burnside Street, Campbeltown
01586 552046

Sunday Services
10.30am Morning Worship

Army Kidz
6.30pm Evening Worship

Tuesday
Lunch Club - 12.15pm
Home League - 1.30pm

Wednesday
Make and Munch Mob - 

7.00pm
Thursday

7.30pm Bible Study

All welcome

Campbeltown Corps
Church and Community Centre

LIVING STONES 
CHRISTIAN 

CENTRE
KILMARTIN 

SUNDAY 
13th December 2015

11:00am
Worship Service for all ages

followed by a light lunch
SPEAKER:  Graham McLean

‘The increase of His 
government’

THURSDAY  17th December2015 
10.00 am 

Prayer, Word and Sharing

All Welcome

Argyll Street, Campbeltown
St Kiaran Episcopal Church: 

Campbeltown
Scottish Charity No SC023277

Sunday 13th December
Third Sunday of Advent

Holy Communion 10.45am
Details of services are on the 

church door.
Enquiries Tel: 01586 551141

The Scottish Episcopal Church 
is a Province of the Worldwide 

Anglican Communion

YOU ARE WARMLY INVITED 
TO JOIN US FOR PUBLIC 

WORSHIP ON SUNDAY AT:
Tarbert 10.00am, located on 

School Road.
Lochgilphead 11.30am. located 

on 
Lochnell Street/Manse Brae

Minister; Rev. Robert Macleod
Prayer Time 

Mondays 1.15 - 1.45pm 
Soup lunches last Thursday of the 

month - 12.00 - 1.30.  
All welcome.

PATERSON - BRODIE
Both families are 

delighted to announce the 
engagement, in Amsterdam, 
of Joanne, eldest daughter 

of Lachie and Jean, to 
James-Lee, younger son of 

Neil and Lisa.

CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

GLASSARY 
KILMARTIN 

and FORD 
PARISH 

CHURCH
Sunday 13th December

Christingle
Glassary 11.45 am

Rev C Acklam - All welcome
SC0 02121

CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

ARDRISHAIG
AND

SOUTH KNAPDALE
PARISHES

“It is good to sing praises 
to our God”

Sunday 13th December
Services in

Ardrishaig at 11:00am
and

Achahoish at 12:30pm

Sunday Service
11.00 am with Sunday School

followed by refreshments 

Pastor Chris Holden 

mainly music 
10.00 – 11.30 am every Thursday 

(term time only) Registration required

We meet at the Guide Hall, 
Kinloch Road

www.campbeltowncommunitychurch.co.uk

SC043322

TEXT
FOR THE WEEK

‘Give thanks to the Lord, call 
on his name …’ (Isaiah 12:4).

WOOLF - On November 
30, 2015, suddenly, at 
Glenburn Road, Ardrishaig, 
Jimmy Woolf (100 My 
Friend), aged 77 years, 
beloved husband of 
Caroline, much loved 
father of Magnus, Marcus, 
Marion and Verity, dear 
stepfather of Michaela and 
Chris and dearly loved 
grandfather of Ruby. A 
memorial service will take 
place at Lochgilphead 
Parish Church, on Saturday, 
December 12 at 12.30pm, 
to which all friend are 
respectfully invited. 
Donations if desired for 
RNLI.

ACKNOWLEDGE-
MENTS

GILLIES -  The family of 
the late Coll Gillies, would 
like to thank everyone most 
sincerely, for the many kind 
expressions of sympathy 
received in their recent 
bereavement. Special thanks 
to John Davidson and all 
staff at Argyll Homecare, 
doctors and nursing staff at 
Glenaray Ward, Mid Argyll 
Hospital for all the kind 
care and attention received. 
Thanks also to Rev David 
Carruthers for an uplifting 
service, Stan Lupton Funeral 
Directors for excellent 
professional services, Stag 
hotel and staff for catering 
and to all who paid their 
last respects at church and 
graveside. The donations for 
Ardfenaig raised £152.
MACDONALD - The 
family of the late Dr Neil 
Macdonald would like to 
thank everyone for their great 
support and the many kind 
expressions of sympathy 
received in their recent 
sad loss. Special thanks to 
ambulance personnel and 
Dr Rebecca Helliwell and 
staff at Mid Argyll Hospital 
for their kind attention, 
to Rev Ian Miller for a 
warm comforting service 
at Cardross Crematorium 
and Rev Chris Fulcher for 
a lovely service at Tarbert 
Parish Church, to Stan 
Lupton Funeral Directors 
for professional handling 
of all the arrangements, 
to David Paterson for his 
eulogy, to Joy Dunlop and 
Ceann An Tuirc Argyll Male 
Gaelic Choir who sang so 
beautifully, to Neil Houston 
for his rendering of IF, by 
Rudyard Kipling, to the 
Tarbert Hotel for the warm 
hospitality provided by the 

for donations for Tarbert 
Nursing Aid and Tarbert 
Senior Citizen’s Annual 
Dinner Fund, which raised 
the great sum of £1,520.
SINCLAIR - The family of 
the late Pat Sinclair would 
like to thank relatives, 
friends and neighbours, for 
the many kind expressions 
of sympathy received in 
their recent sad loss. Special 
thanks to doctors and staff 
at Tarbert Medical Practice 
for their kind attention, 
Matthew Ramsay for a 

service, Stan Lupton 
Funeral Directors for most 
professional services, 
Tarbert Hotel for catering 
and to all who paid their 
last respects at church and 
graveside. The collection for 
Tarbert Parish Church raised 
£420.30.

IN MEMORIAMS
BROWN - In loving 
memory of James, a dearly 
loved son and brother, who 
died December 13, 2009.
The years pass by, but 
memories stay,
Loved and remembered 
every day.
- With love, families at home 
and away.
BURNETT - Precious and 
loving memories of our 
dear mum and mum-in-law, 
Margaret, who sadly passed 
away December 9, 2013.
Loved and thought of every 
day.
- Love, Annamarie, Allan, 
John and Linda xxxx.
BURNETT - In loving 
memory of our dear granny.
We miss you every day.
- Love, Jacqueline, John, 
Kyle, Joanna, Frazer and 
Jakub xxxxxx.
COFFIELD - Precious 
memories of my darling 
husband, Ian, who sadly 
passed away December 13, 
2014.
Sorely missed every single 
day.
- Your devoted wife, Vivian 
xxx.
“Till we meet again my 
love”.
COFFIELD - In loving 
memory of a dear dad and 
granda, Ian.
Remembered with love and 
missed every day.
- Leighanne, Zaa and Ariana 
xxx.
COFFIELD - In loving 
memory of my dearest dad 
and granda, Ian.
In our thoughts every day.
- Love you, Nicola, Aaron, 
Grant & Sophie xxxx.
COFFIELD - In loving 
memory of a much loved dad 
and granda Ian, who died 
December 13, 2014.
Everyday in some small way,
Memories of you come our 
way,
Though absent, you are 
always near,
Still missed, loved and 
always dear.
- Steven, Amanda and your 
wee Brooke. xxx.
FLETCHER - In loving 
memory of Archie, our dear 
dad and grandpa, who died 
December 13, 2003, and 
Margaret Robertson, beloved 
mother, who died November 
5, 1977.
Loved and remembered 
always.
- Inserted by son Gill, Teresa, 
Jennifer, Hugh, Emma and 
Callum.
GILLESPIE - In loving 
memory of June, who died 
December 13, 2014.
Forever remembered, sadly 
missed.
- Stuart, Stuart and Lyle.
GILLESPIE - June (née 
Hogarth), passed away 
December 13, 2014.
Remembered today and 
everyday.
- Dad and sister, Anne.
GILLESPIE - Treasured 
memories of my daughter-
in-law, June, died December 
13, 2014.
No words, no verse, could 
ever say,
How much I miss you 
everyday.
- Babs.
GILLESPIE - June, loved 
and remembered every day.
- Barbara.

GILLESPIE - June, loved 
and sadly missed.
- Nola and Steven.
GILLESPIE - In loving 
memory of June, who passed 
away on December 13, 2014.
Forever in our thoughts.
- Tom, Jackie and Stephen.
JACKSON - In loving 
memory of Alex, a beloved 
husband and adored dad, 
who slipped away December 
12, 2013.
‘Tho we’re apart, you‘re part 
of us still.
- In our hearts always, 
Marleen, Iain, Mhairi, Sandi 
and families xxx.
MACCALLUM - In loving 
memory of Tommy, a dear 
husband, dad and father-
in-law, died December 11, 
2002.
The years pass by, but 
memories stay
Loved and remembered 
every day.
- Mary, Janette and David.
MCCAIG - In loving 
memory of my brother, Neil, 
died December 11, 2014. 
Forever remembered.
- Willie.
MCCAIG - In loving 
memory of our father, Neil, 
died December 11, 2014. 
Forever in our hearts.
- June and family.
YOUNG - Treasured 
memories of Norman, passed 
away December 11, 2002.
Dearly loved, sadly missed. 
- Margaret and Yvonne xx.

DEMPSEY - DURNAN
Paul and Rona are 

delighted to announce the 
birth of their daughter, 

Clodagh Ann, on 
November 21, 2015.  First 
grandchild for George and 
Jean, and sixth grandchild 

for John and Phyllis, 
Limerick.

GOODWIN - MILTON
Richard and Sophia are 

delighted to announce the 
birth of their beautiful baby 
girl, Emily Rose Goodwin, 

born December 3, 2015.  
Welcomed with lots of love 
by her happy grandparents, 

Lesley and John, and 
Susan and Andy.
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The man in charge speaks to
the Argyllshire Advertiser

Glaciers, landslides
and the Red Option

The site of every landslip at the Rest recorded since October 2007. 

NEWSPAPER  re-
cords of landslides in 
the glaciated landscape 
around the Rest and 
Be Thankful go back 
at least to the 1920s, 
but the recent spate 
of landslides has been 
linked to more intense 
rainfall, possibly as a 
consequence of global 
warming.

It was back in 2004 
that heavy August 
rainfall triggered a 
series of landslides 
across Scotland, in-
cluding one at Glen 
Ogle between Lo-
chearnhead and Killin, 

and near the Rest and 
be Thankful at Cairn-
dow. Then, in October 
2007, the A83 at the 
Rest was closed for 17 
days after 300 tonnes 
of material landed 
on the road from the 
slopes of Beinn Luib-
hean above. Since that 
time, no fewer than 10 
landslides have affect-
ed the A83 carriage-
way, and the road has 
been closed on numer-
ous occasions.

A dozen more debris 

corded that have not 
reached the road.

Jacobs was appointed 
by Transport Scotland 
to undertake a study of 
the A83 trunk road in a 
bid to minimise the ef-
fects of road closures 
and mitigate against 
the impact of landslips 
around Glen Croe. 

A series of options 
for retaining road ac-
cess after landslides 
was proposed by 
Jacobs, and the one se-
lected by the Scottish 
Government was the 
(now famous) Red Op-
tion, which also hap-
pened to be by far the 

cheapest alternative at 
an estimated cost of £9 
million to £10 million. 

The Red Option in-
volved a range of haz-
ard risk reduction 

measures along the 
line of the existing 
road, including addi-
tional fencing and de-
bris netting, drainage 
improvements, en-

hancement to slope 
vegetation and culvert 
improvements.

A local diversion 
route utilising the 
old military road be-

low the A83 was also 
due to be upgraded 
to a standard suita-

and this is now largely 
complete.

LANDSLIDE protec-
tion fences at the Rest 
and Be Thankful above 
the A83 appear to work, 
based on what nature 
has so far thrown at 
them.

The news is good for 
people and business-
es across a large chunk 
of Mid Argyll, Cowal, 
Kintyre and the islands, 
as the road has remained 
open when otherwise it 
might have been closed. 

But more thrilled than 
most Argyll folk - by 
some margin - is a man 
who is based in Perth. 

John Wrigley is north 
west unit roads manager 
for BEAR Scotland, and 
he is the man in charge 
of the installation of 
protective fencing at the 
Rest since 2010.

They are beginning to 
prove their worth. In re-
cent weeks, debris has 
been caught in three 
of the catch fences in-
stalled, and in a pur-
pose-built debris pit.

Three relatively small-
scale events in Novem-
ber, involving materi-
al between two and 10  
tonnes, were followed 

Rest and Be Thankful protection is 
‘light years ahead of where we were’

Pictured centre, a landslip on March 6, 2014 
which closed the A83. Just above the main 
road to the right can be seen protective fenc-
ing erected in 2013, not far from the debris 
fl ow. Fences were constructed at the site of 
this fl ow later that year. 

John Wrigley beside Fence 12, the last to be constructed. 06_a45rest12

last weekend by a 1000 

was caught by the net-
ting fences.

Last October saw one 
of the sections of fence 

1,000 tonnes of mud and 
rock - but it did its job, 
according to John Wrig-
ley.

‘Yes, this section of 

but it was a large hit of 
around 2,000 tonnes in 
total. Without the fence 
breaking the momentum 

the road may have been 
taken away. It did what 
it is designed to do, and 
that is to ‘give’.’

John is a man who 
clearly loves his job. 
Conversation with him 
is riddled with phrases 

rafts’, ‘runout’ and ‘mo-
mentum’.

‘I’ve been with the 
north west unit for 10 
years now,’ said John 
‘and I can’t travel the 
roads without scanning 
the hills for signs of ac-
tivity and movement. 
The landscape is a dy-
namic process; things 

are continually moving 
and changing.’

Handed the job of 
managing delivery of 
the ‘Red Option’ of mit-
igation works in 2010, 
he is pleased with the 
results given the unpre-
dictable nature of his 
opponent.

Impossible
‘It is exceptionally dif-

happen,’ he explained. 
‘The places where wa-

constantly changing, 
and it’s almost impos-
sible to predict how any 

er mind when.’
He added: ‘And when 

are like soup, with ma-
terial of different sizes 

from mud to boulders 
the size of cars.’

The debris catch fenc-
es are based on a de-
sign used in the Pyre-
nees and Alpine regions, 
with materials coming 
from Italy and Swit-
zerland. The 12 fenced 
sites are designed to op-
erate in tandem with 
purpose-built channels 
taking water from the 
hillside, and every fence 
is anchored to bedrock.

Each fence layout and 
design has a different 
capacity, and is tailored 
to the site it is serving.

Construction consists 
of plastic coated ‘chick-
en wire’ style netting 
connected to 40cm-di-
ameter rings of high 
tensile wire - some de-
signed to ‘give’ and oth-

ers constructed to hold. 
All of this is mounted on 
galvanised steel posts of 
varying height, depend-
ing on the demands of 
the site. Each site has a 
minimum of two tiers 
of fencing, designed to 
absorb the momentum 
of any material coming 
down the slope.

‘The fences have been 
reasonably effective so 
far,’ said John.

‘While nobody can 
ever guarantee that no 
debris is ever going to 
reach the carriageway, 
I’m convinced we have 
taken reasonable steps 
to mitigate the risks.’

He added: ‘What I do 
know for sure is that we 
are light years ahead of 
where we were before 
2007 in terms of risk.’
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Ewan Gilford and Aimee Toshney

Talk on Gemini 
expeditions
THERE was a poor 
turnout due to bad 
weather at the latest 
meeting of Inveraray 
and District Local 
History Society.

But what a treat was 
missed by those not 
there as speaker Dr 
David Dorren gave an 
entertaining and in-
formative talk called 
The Gemini Expedi-
tions.

This was the fourth 
time that Dr Dorren 
had given a talk to the 
history society and, 
like the others, it was 
enlightening and ac-
companied by excel-
lent pictures of these 
adventures.  

The Gemini ex-
peditions were not 
about space exploita-
tion but were archae-
ological adventures 
made possible by vis-
iting west coast is-
lands on board a boat 
called Gemini. A most 
entertaining evening, 
on December 1, it 
was accompanied by  
mince pies, juice and 
wine as this was the 
society’s last meeting 
before Christmas.  

The next meeting is 
on Tuesday January 
5 in the Nicholl Hall, 
Inveraray at 7.30pm.

MEMBERS of the public remem-
bered loved ones affected by can-
cer at a special service in Mid Ar-
gyll Hospital.

Attendees at the Marie Curie 
Lights to Remember service were 
welcomed on December 2 by 
Counciller Douglas Philand.

There were informative talks 
from Marie Curie representatives, 

inspirational words from guest 
speaker James McLellan and won-
derful carols from the Mid Argyll 
Youth Chorus. 

The event was rounded off with 
a ‘thank-you’ from Lorraine Pater-
son, the charity’s head of adult ser-
vices in the area. 

The large audience was later treat-
ed to tea, coffee and a mince pie. 

The Christmas tree in the main en-
trance to the hospital was switched 
on by Mr McLellan and the lights 
left by loved ones and support-
ers of Marie Curie will adorn  the 
branches over the festive period. 

The Mid Argyll Fund Raising 
Group wished all volunteers, nurs-
es and supporters a merry Christ-
mas and a prosperous New Year.

Mid Argyll Youth Chorus members sing their hearts out. 

Marie Curie Lights 
to Remember service 

Review by
Eve Maxwell

ON SATURDAY De-
cember 5 Aimee Tosh-
ney, a Scottish sopra-
no and Ewan Gilford, 
an English pianist, per-
formed in Ardrishaig 
Public Hall.

I have never heard 
the grand piano being 
played so well as during 
the Themes from Puc-

arranged by Ewan him-
self.

Aimee’s performance 
took the audience on an 
adventure, helping to 
distract from the weath-
er outside.

The duo kept every-
one  on the edge of 
their seats, continual-

Classical concert 
in Ardrishaig

ly, throughout the pro-
gramme as we jumped 
from Mozart to Bizet 
through to Rodgers and 
Hammerstein, ending 
the concert with a song 
by Flanders and Swann 
about the talent of opera 
singers.

The performances 
were accompanied by a 
short back story to the 
song and occasionally 
its translation.

The concert was a 
great success and many 
audience members 
were raving about it af-
terwards. My favour-
ite song was ‘Piangero 
la sorte mia’  from the 
opera Giulio Cesare by 
Handel, performed ex-
ceptionally by the duo.

SPOT THE BALL
THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £1000

All you have to do
We have removed the football from the photograph opposite.  Now look 
carefully at the position of the players and use your skill and judgement 
to place a cross at the exact point where you think the centre of the ball 
was.  You may have a maximum of 10 attempts on this coupon at a cost 
of £1. If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons.  The game starts with a jackpot of £250 and will increase by 
£50 per week until it is won outright.
To win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must be in the exact centre 
of the ball.
Entry will be void if crosses overlap. Prizes will be shared between 
those submitting correct entries.
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will be 
awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be awarded 
that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 10 
attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to reach "Spot the Ball" 
Competition, The Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, Main & 
Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6AE by 4pm on Tuesday. 
No refunds will be given for entries received after the deadline. You may 
hand it into The Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown 
by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, mislaid 
or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.
The company’s decision will be final on all matters relating to the 
competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The final 
decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 
equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the awarding 
of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and void 
at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the price of 
the coupon to any person who has entered the competition at that time.
Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their immediate relatives and any 
persons otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible to enter.

I enclose £1 for 10 crosses (tick box) The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 10, but you 
may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide 
by the rules. How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Ten crosses may be put on this coupon 
for £1. Crosses must not overlap Send to ‘Spot the Ball’ Competition, Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, 
Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6AE

LAST 
WEEK’S 
BALL 
WAS 
HERE. . .

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

M & F McCaig
Meadows Avenue
Campbeltown

J McConnachie
Carradale
Kintyre

Name ...................................................................................................................
Address ...............................................................................................................
.......................................................................... Tel No. .......................................

Please 
tape your 

£1 coin here
(if posting)

Please ensure when cutting out your coupon that the reference targets are intact. Failure to do so may invalidate your entry.
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Recycled paper made 
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Do you have 
sports news 
from the Mid 
Argyll area?
IF YOU have 
sports news, we 
want to hear from 
you. Telephone 
the news desk at 
01546 602345, 
email editor@ar-
gyllshireadvertiser.
co.uk or contact us 
via the Argyllshire 
Advertiser Face-
book page.

Club lottery 
numbers
KILMORY Camanachd 
Club lottery numbers 
are 5, 13 and 18. There 
were no winners and 
next week’s jackpot is 
£200.

Tarbert Football Club 
lottery numbers are 1, 5, 
and 13. Catherine Mair 
won the £800 jackpot 
so next week’s jackpot 
is £100.

Inveraray shinty club’s 
winning lottery num-
bers are 4, 8 and 16.

There were no winners 
and next week’s jackpot 
will be £600.

The Red Star boys’ prize giving. 

LOCHGILPHEAD Red 
Star 05-06 team took a 
trip to Old Trafford re-
cently to see Manches-
ter United take on West 
Ham.

The game on Saturday 
December 5 ended 0-0 
but it was unanimous 
that the trip by Trans-
soccer went well and the 
boys had a great time. 

The team was ac-
companied by coaches 
Jamie Mackenzie and 
Davie Campbell, as well 
as parents and siblings. 

Old Trafford visit before 
youngsters pick up awards

The annual awards 
handed out during the 
trip were: most im-
proved player - Che 
Campbell; runner-up 
- Kyle Danson; man-
ager’s player - Col-
in Campbell; runner-up 
-  Zander MacKenzie
players’ player - Col-
in Campbell; runner-up 
Che Campbell; goal 
of the season - Zander 
MacKenzie

THE WEATHER 
was relatively kind 
to shooters as Tarbert 
Gun Club held the 
December leg of the 
club’s winter league.

A full house of nine 
teams took part at Bar-
more on Sunday De-
cember 6, with Lynn 
MacDonald taking the 
honours as top shot for 
the day, breaking all 
25 targets.

The club’s Christmas 
shoot takes place on 
Sunday December 13. 

No fewer than 20 
Christmas turkeys will 
be up for grabs for the 
winners.

Overall top gun Lynn MacDonald, fl anked by, 
from left, Andrew MacDonald, Scott McAl-
lister, Ian Winnard and Angus Peden. Lynn 
helped her team into third place.

December shoot win-
ners: Class A: 1 Ally 
McDonnell; 2= John 
Weir and Andrew Mac-
Donald.

Class B: 1 Andy 
Peden; 2= Niall Wilson 
and Roy Laird.

Class C: 1 Lynn Mac-
Donald; 2 Jonathan 
Gargan; 3 Ronald Jen-
kins.

Class D: 1 Lorne Har-
vey; 2 Shaun Johnson; 
3 Ian Currie.

Class E: 1 John Win-
nard; 2 Adam Currie; 
3,Angus Peden; 4 Mat-
thew Peden.

Winning team: 1 John 
Weir, Akram Khan, 

Ronald Jenkins, Ian 
Currie, Adam Currie; 2 
Brian Baird, Niall Wil-

son, Archie MacGilp, 
Stephen MacSporran, 
John Winnard.

Lynn tops the lot at Tarbert
Gun Club’s December shoot

SAFL results
and fi xtures
THE SCOTTISH Am-
ateur Cup fourth round 
games between Kettle 
United v Campbeltown 
Pupils; New Cumnock 
Afton v Dunoon; and 
Postal United v Oban 
Saints were all post-
poned due to unplaya-
ble pitches last weekend 
and have all been relist-
ed to take place this 
Saturday.

volving Argyll clubs 
also fell victim to the 
weather - Premier Di-
vision One - Ferguslie 
Star v Lochgilphead 
Red Star; Division One 
- Carlton YM v Dunoon 
Athletic.
 This Saturday’s league 

sion One - Lochgilphe-
ad Red Star v James-
town; Premier Division 
Two - Tarbert v Rose-
hill Star. Division One 
- East Kilbride YM v 
Dunoon Athletic. 
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