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EXCLUSIVE By AMANDA CRAWFORD
editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

PATIENTS at an in-
patient mental health 
unit in Mid Argyll 
will be moved to 
another hospital in 
Lochgilphead, NHS 
Highland has revealed.

The news came on 
Wednesday that Succoth 
ward, based at Argyll 
and Bute Hospital in 
Lochgilphead, will 
close and in-patients 
will be moved to the 

Argyll Community 
Hospital and Integrated 
Care Centre, also in 
Lochgilphead.

The decision comes 

units at Mid Argyll 

Mental health ward move 
marks end of hospital era

hospital. Last Wednesday 

ward, a dementia 
assessment unit, were 
moved to Knapdale 
ward, an ongoing 
dementia care unit, 

was running well under 
capacity, according to 
NHS Highland. 

The space now created 

being empty will be 

Bute Hospital over the 

Argyll, Kintyre and 
the Islands (MAKI) 
in Campbeltown on 
Wednesday morning it 

was revealed that the 
plan is to relocate 23 

which includes the 
current 19 in-patients.

NHS Highland has said 
the move is an interim 
one, with more work to 

a decision is reached 
on how and where the 
service will be provided 
in the long term.

The decision was taken 
because Argyll and Bute 
Hospital, which was 
built in the 1970s, is 
becoming increasingly 

The move will mean 
that there will no longer 

at Argyll and Bute 
Hospital, although it 

plan to eventually close 
the hospital.

Christina West, the 

believe that it is the right 

and we will work with 

public representatives to 
ensure that the transition 
is as smooth as possible. 

Succoth ward to move to Mid Argyll hospital. 06_a13MAhospital01

ment. Read his story on page 3.

Mid Argyll Hospital 
provides a high standard 

with a wide range 

services in proximity 
to the ward areas. The 
decision by the core 
team will result in a 

our patients and a much 
improved working 

Ongoing debate over MPAs

Building your own homeFREE
inside

Your comprehensive 
guide to self build, 
from finding land 
to furnishing
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Send 
your photos 
and stories to 
editor@argyllshire
advertiser.co.uk

A GRAN who moved 

The
Argyllshire Advertiser 

Drug possession

Defective tyre

Disturbance

Drink driving

Housing problems dampen 
move for Mid Argyll gran

Problem
Margaret in her new house. 08_a06acha07

A towel soaks up water bedroom windowsill. 
08_a06acha03

Margaret thought this damp patch was a shadow before she touched it. 
08_a06acha05
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ScottishField
®

2016

Gala Dinner  
& AWARDS
31 March 2016   
Dynamic Earth, Edinburgh

SEE YOU 
THERE!

To buy tickets visit:
www.scottishruralawards.org 

Hosted by

FRED MACAULAY
• Fizz reception

•  Three-course meal, including a 
half bottle of wine per person

•  Network with inspirational 
businesses from across Scotland

ARGYLL soldiers have 
laid on a recruitment 
drive across Mid Ar-
gyll this week, as part 
of a series to take place 
across Argyll and Bute.

Colour sergeant Rod-
dy MacPhee, is lead-
ing the week and has 
been in Campbeltown 
and Lochgilphead be-

today.
His goal is to sign up 

new people to the 4th 
Battalion of the High-
landers, Royal Regi-
ment of Scotland, which 
is a infantry battalion - a 
front line unit.

once the Argyll and 
Sutherland Highlanders, 
will celebrate 10 years 
since its formation in 
2006 later this year.

CSgt MacPhee said: 
‘We want people to 
come on board with the 
4th Battalion, and that is 

recruiting for. We are a 
front line battalion and 
hope that young peo-
ple will come on board 
with us.

‘We’ll have a piper 
with us, gazebo, recruit-
ment caravan, and will 
be displaying some of 
our weapons and equip-
ment.’

CSgt MacPhee, orig-
inally of South Uist, 
has spent 20 years in 
service. He will be on 
hand along with his col-
leagues to offer advice 
and guidance on Har-

today (Friday) between 
11am and 4pm.

fears his career and fu-
ture hangs in the bal-
ance if closures to west-
ern water go ahead.

Colin Clark, 54, is a 
family man from the vil-

leaving school aged 16.
He was amongst a 

who turned out at Scot-
tish Parliament last 
week to express their 
opposition to propos-
als to create Marine Pro-
tected Areas (MPAs) 
in the River Clyde and 
Loch Fyne.

sparked the most discus-
sion since the debate at 
the rural affairs commit-
tee meeting last week 
are those planned south 
of Arran – a section of 
water that Colin feels 
will affect his livelihood 
in particular.

have been some of the 
best I’ve seen.

‘From March until 

Arran MPAs are going 

charge of driving without due care and attention at 
the Lochgilphead annexe of Dunoon Sheriff Court. 

George Fell, 29, of Fairway, Kirkcaldy, overtook 

nard on May 3, 2015.

on his licence. 
Sheriff Ward said: ‘You know the problems with 

the roads here and one of the problems is impatient 
drivers.’

Fisherman shares his fears
to affect us – most of the 
closures are going to af-
fect us.’

ermen Scotland-wide 
came last June when 
cabinet secretary for 
rural affairs, food and 
environment Richard 
Lochhead announced 
MPA plans having not 
consulted with Clyde 
Fishermen’s Associa-
tion (CFA).

Despite more than 
three years of discus-
sions with CFA, the new 
plans revealed by the 
secretary, which did not 

deemed over the top and 
badly thought through 
by CFA.

Pressure
Colin, who lives with 

wife Margaret and two 

and Jacquelyn, 17, 
said: ‘It means we will 
have people from oth-

area because they are 
going to be limited at 
times. It is going to put 
pressure on all of our 
grounds and on all of the 

‘Some of the bits of 
water that they are try-

ing to cut back on will 

fast rules to it, we can 
get prawns in pretty 
much all depths. How-
ever, scallops are more 
inshore. South Arran is 
effectively closed for 
mobile gear.

as that get closed off, the 
more pressure it puts on 
these areas.

‘On Monday, we had 
westerly winds, we 

of Arran, that is what 
we would do, but the re-
strictions will end these 
options. If the waters are 
closed to us, then it will 
be a day’s work lost.

‘We won’t be able to 

ermen we need to be 
able to move around. It 
doesn’t pay to stay in the 
same place.

‘We are the guys out 
there, earning a living 
and who know the wa-
ters and that goes for 

the West Coast. But our 
views are still not being 
heard.

‘I have two girls go-
ing to college soon. I 

want to be able to help 
and support them. We 
all have bills coming in, 

those bills still have to 
be paid.

bert for years and years. 

then we would not have 

lasted this long. It is 

one spot until it is ruined 

is not the case and if it 
was we couldn’t keep it 
up for all of these years.’

Michael Russell MSP 
said: ‘I have the greatest 
of respect for my con-
stituents views. Rich-
ard Lochead gave cat-
egorical assurances not 
just about the impact 
of MPAs but about the 
monitoring of econom-
ic effects and was clear 
about help for com-
munities if that was re-
quired.’

Discussion
Speaking about the un-

ing Kenny MacNab, 
chairman of Clyde 
Fishermen’s Associa-
tion said: ‘Mike Rus-
sell was good enough to 
organise a meeting af-
ter the demonstration 
last Wednesday with the 
minister and we had a 
meaningful discussion, 
in which we raised that 
we want to stabilise the 
issue, because right now 
we don’t know what to 
expect or what is going 
to happen next.’

Colin fears for the future of fi shing and his livelihood. 08_a06colin01

Army
recruiting
today in 

Penalty points and 

ARGYLL
COUNTRY 
MARKET

FRESH LOCAL 
PRODUCE

10 - 1pm
February to December

1st SATURDAY 
of the Month:

 Heritage Centre. 
Campbeltown

2nd SATURDAY 
of the Month:

 Co-op Car Park, 
Lochgilphead
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 A MID Argyll teenager 
was able to share 
Christmas gifts with 
African orphans thanks 
to friends at home.

Rebecca Foster, of 
Achnamara, travelled 
to Blantyre, Malawi, 
last August to volunteer 
at Yamikani Orphanage 
as part of a year-long 
placement with Coll 
Project Trust.

When her mum and 
dad Alka and Martin 
visited the 17-year-
old shortly before 
Christmas they realised 

Rebecca was  working 
with children who 
were without parents or 
family.

On their return to 
Achnamara, Alka and 
Martin, enlisted the help 
of Rebecca’s friends 
to raise cash for gifts 
so the orphans could 
celebrate Christmas.

Teaches
Rebecca’s friend 

Susan Doe said: ‘During 
the day Rebecca teaches 
English to children 
aged between 2 and 16 
years old. 

‘She also teaches 
adults computer skills.’

Rebecca has been 
a member of Daltote 
Equestrian Centre for 
12 years and has been 
riding horses for most 
of her life.

She called on the 
support of friend and 
fellow member Susan 
and the rest of the club 
to raise money to give 
the African youngsters a 
Christmas to remember.

A donation of £300 
was sent to Malawi, 
which Rebecca used 

to buy ingredients for 
a special Christmas 
dinner and rent a water 
slide for one day.

 Rebecca’s friends at 
the horse-riding club 
also sent over presents 
for the children, 
including t-shirts, toys 
and other gifts.

Young members of 
Daltote were paired 
with children from the 
orphanage and assigned 
to write Christmas 
cards, an exercise that 
proved a real hit when 
they arrived.

A WOMAN who fought for 
the installation of 3G mobile 
coverage in her village is de-
lighted by its success.

Barbara Cutler, of Ormsary, 
read about Vodafone’s Ru-
ral Open Sure Signal pro-
gramme in the Argyllshire 
Advertiser last year and de-

cided to apply for it. Barbara 
said: ‘There was no coverage 
in the area. 

‘At best people could get 
a glimmer of Vodafone, but 
no other network existed. I 
downloaded an application 
form and emailed it. Then 
MP Alan Reid gave his full 

support. I didn’t give it an-
other thought, so was sur-
prised when just a few weeks 
later I received a reply.’

Vodafone has since installed 
the programme, aimed at giv-
ing internet access to mobile 
devices.

Barbara’s home is one of 

three properties throughout 
the village that has a signal 
station.

She said: ‘My home looks 
on to the beach and is also 
near the local school, so it 

age.
‘There is also one at the es-

the community centre.’
Barbara was supported with 

her application by Ormsary 
District and Social Club 
chairwoman Mary Semple 
and today (Friday) it will be 

A MAN found carrying 
a Stanley knife in Loch-

court this week.
At the Lochgilphe-

ad Annexe of Dunoon 
Sheriff Court, it was 
heard that Colin Moran, 
37, had been using the 
knife to make a birth-
day present for one of 
his children and had for-
gotten to take it out of 
his pocket before being 
searched by police.

Colin, of 14 Gar-
ry Drive, Paisley, was 
stopped on Bishopton 
Road, Lochgilphead, 
on September 26, 2015 
when the blade was 
found on him.

He pled guilty and was 

Friends help Rebecca deliver festive cheer

Man

carrying
knife

Rebecca in Malawi with one of the children she 

helps at the orphanage. 

Advertiser 
newsdesk 

01546 602345

Dear Volunteer,
Do you have lovely walks in 
your area? Would you like 
to set up a walking group 
for people with any long 
term condition? Training is 
available. 

Hippocrates once said 
‘Walking is man’s best 
medicine’ and that is still 
true to this day. A few of the 
benefi ts of regular walking 
include:

depression

weight

term conditions

management of long term 
conditions

Walking in a group can also 
be very sociable, fun and you 
can learn more about your 
area. 

There are many group 
walks throughout Scotland, 

however often these are not 
accessible for people living 
with long term conditions. 
We are therefore looking 
for Volunteer Walk Leaders 
to lead health walks in their 
community for people living 
with a long term condition.

The role of Volunteer Walk 
Leader is to:

walking sessions for 
people of all ages and 
abilities particularly those 
who are or have been 
inactive

benefi ts of walking and 
motivate people to take 
up walking as a form of 
physical recreation

health walking to meet 
their individual needs

There is a one day Walk 
Leader Training course 
designed to train people to 
promote and lead health 
walks in their local areas. The 
training is provided by Paths 
for All. This one day course 
provides practical advice 
and training on how to lead 
a health walk safely and 

training day, participants will 
be able to: 

to be gained from 
becoming more active.

barriers faced by people 
in participating in a 
programme of regular 
walking.

recommended amount 
and type of physical 
activity to benefi t health.

a health walk and describe 
the main issues and 
considerations involved in 
organising and leading a 
health walk.

responsibilities of a 
Walk Leader to safely 
accommodate participants.

There will be a training day 
on 4th of  March 2016 in 
Lochgilphead. 

Places are limited on 
this training so if you are 
interested in attending 
please get in touch with 
your contact details to 
Sharon on 
07769681783 or at 
Steppingout@
arthritiscare.org.uk 
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A LOCHGILPHEAD 
charity will celebrate 20 
years with 20 fundraising 
events this year. 

The Multiple Scle-
rosis (MS) Centre has 
been helping people for 
two decades, but sad-
ly mourns one of its key 
founders, Margaret Kil-
gour, who died on Janu-
ary 26, aged 63.

Margaret, who suffered 
from MS, wanted a cen-
tre where people could 
get treatment and support 
each other.

Other people got in-
volved and there were 
meetings at Marga-
ret’s house and fundrais-
ing events in a tent on 
the town’s front green. 
When the centre opened 
in 1996, Margaret’s son 
Aiden played the pipes. 

Centre manager Ka-
ren McCurry said: ‘If it 
hadn’t been for Margaret 
there would be no cen-
tre.’

Margaret was diag-
nosed with MS on her 
25th birthday and took 

MS Centre celebrates 20 years

Margaret, centre, with friends from the MS 

Centre. 

Margaret’s gradua-

tion from Jordanhill 

teacher training col-

lege in Glasgow. 

medical retirement from 
teaching primary school 
pupils in Glasgow aged 
29. She and her family 
moved to Lochgilphead 
as she had grown up in 
Argyll. 

Since opening, the cen-
tre has developed its ser-
vices and now provides 
a range of groups and 
clubs for the community. 

Karen said: ‘A lot of 
different groups use the 
centre. It’s more of a 
community centre with 
health and wellbeing 
at its core now. It used 
to be that if people saw 
you coming in here they 
would know you had MS 
even if you weren’t ready 
to let people know. Now 
you could be coming in 
for all kinds of reasons.’

Aiden and his older sis-
ter Keira were regular 
volunteers at the centre; 
Margaret served as direc-
tor and was a regular user 
as her illness progressed. 

Karen said: ‘She was 
paralysed but she always 
provided a supportive, 

listening ear to others.’ 
Keira said: ‘Mum loved 

going to the MS centre 
on a Tuesday and had 
been popping in on a Fri-
day for the Scrabble club 
too.’

Margaret was a very 
keen baker and talented 
artist and there are many 
paintings and sculptures 
in the family home in 
Lochgilphead, a home 
that was at the centre of 
New Year celebrations 
for friends and family 
every year.

Fundraising for the 
centre in the past has in-
volved people with and 
without MS taking part 

Margaret and her children 

enjoy a holiday to Paris for 

Margaret’s 60th birthday. 

ing and bungee jumping 
among the more usual 
coffee mornings and raf-

be interesting fundrais-
ing events throughout the 
year. 

As well as providing 
treatments, the MS Cen-
tre also provides people 
with MS and others with 
somewhere to social-
ise and meet new friends 
which is also vitally im-
portant. 

Centre members are 
also encouraged to vol-
unteer and help in what-
ever way they can. 

Karen said: ‘Everyone 
here has talent for some-
thing and can help, even 
if it’s just being someone 
to talk to.’ 

CAMPBELTOWN MOTOR COMPANY

Finance available – please ask for details

Call now to speak with our sales team or attend our showroom, no appointment necessary. 
Alternatively email us at cmc@peugeotmail.co.uk.

2014 (64) Peugeot 208 1.2 VTI 82 Active Petrol 2009 (09) Peugeot 308 2.0 HDI 136 Diesel SE
Metallic rose quartz, 

13000 miles, alloy 
wheels, bluetooth, colour 

touch screen, cruise 
control, air conditioning, 

1 owner.
Now £7995

Red, 26000 miles, 
alloys, glass roof, 

climate control, CD 
player, front fog lights, 
air conditioning, lovely 

car.
Was £6495

Sale Price £4995
SAVE £1500

Campbeltown Motor Company, Snipefield, Drumore, Campbeltown 01586 552030

Quality Used Peugeot Cars – Save £££s
2015 (64) Peugeot 3008 1.6 HDI 115 Allure Diesel. Grey, 6900 miles, reversing camera, sat 
nav, half leather.  ............................................................................................Sale Price £15495
2015 (15) Peugeot 308 1.6 BHDI 120 Allure Diesel. Grey, 4000 miles, parking aid, alloys, sat 
nav, colour screen.  .................................................................................................Now £14995
2015 (64) Peugeot 2008 1.6 HDI 115 Allure Diesel. Blue, 8500 miles, parking aid, half 
leather, grip control, alloys.  ....................................................................................Now £12995
2012 (12) Peugeot 508 SW 2.0 HDI 140 Allure Diesel. Pearl white, 23000 miles, alloys, 
parking aid, cruise control.  .....................................................................................Now £11995
2015 (65) Peugeot 108 1.2 VTI 82 Allure Petrol. Red, 700 miles, reversing camera, USB, 
bluetooth, £0 road tax.  ...........................................................................................Now £10995
2015 (15) Peugeot 208 1.6 HDI 92 Allure Diesel. Blue, 3000 miles, auto lights/wipers, 
climate control, £0 road tax.  ...................................................................................Now £10995
2015 (15) Peugeot 208 1.4 HDI 70 Active Diesel. Grey, 2800 miles, alloys, bluetooth, cruise 
control, £0 road tax.  ..................................................................................................Now £9995
2013 (13) Peugeot 3008 1.6 HDI 115 Active Diesel. 38000 miles, silver, parking sensors, 
alloys, bluetooth.  ......................................................................................................Now £9995
2013 (63) Peugeot 308 1.6 HDI 92 Diesel. Silver,19000 miles, sat nav, parking aid, alloys.  ....
.....................................................................................................Was £9995. Sale Price £8995
2015 (15) Peugeot 208 1.2 VTI Active Petrol. Grey, 10 miles, bluetooth, alloys, £20 road tax.  
.....................................................................................................Was £9995. Sale Price £8995
2014 (64) Peugeot 108 1.0 12v Active 5 door. 6300 miles, grey, USB connectivity, bluetooth, 
air conditioning.  ........................................................................................................Now £7995
2013 (13) Peugeot 308 1.6 HDI 92 Access Diesel. Grey, 32000 miles, CD player, electric 
windows, £20 road tax.  ............................................................................................Now £7995
2012 (62) Peugeot 208 1.2 VTI 82 Active. 35000 miles, blue, alloys, colour touch screen, 
USB connectivity.  ......................................................................................................Now £6495
2005 (05) Peugeot 307 2.0 HDI 90 Diesel. Grey, 70000 miles, CD player, alloys, part 
exchange to clear.  ....................................................................................................Now £1495
Quality Used Cars – Save £££s
2011 (11) Renault Megane 1.6 16V 110 Expression. Grey, 53000 miles, CD player, tow bar. 
.....................................................................................................Was £4695. Sale Price £3995
2001 (51) BMW 316i SE 1.8 Petrol. Blue, only 66000 miles, alloys, very long MOT, part 
exchange to clear.  ............................................................................................Sale Price £995
Commercial Vehicles
2014 (64) Peugeot Boxer L3 H2 2.2 HDI 130 Professional. Silver, 800 miles, satellite 
navigation, ply-lined.  .................................. Now £14995 + VAT. Save £11200 on cost new.
2012 (61) Peugeot Partner 1.6 HDI 75 Diesel S. Silver, 20000miles, fully ply-lined, CD player, 
1 year MOT.  ...................................................................................................Now £5995 + VAT

2015 (65) Peugeot 208 1.2 VTI Active Petrol 2014 (14) Skoda Yeti TSI 105 Elegance Petrol

2013 (63) Peugeot 308 1.6 HDI 92 Active Diesel

OR £2995 DEPOSIT & 
£234.25 PER MONTH

OR £995 DEPOSIT & 
£162.79 PER MONTH

OR £995 DEPOSIT & 
£145.65 PER MONTH

Red, 11000 miles, full 
leather interior, parking 

aid, alloys, climate 
control, colour touch 

screen, roof rails, 
bluetooth, immaculate 

condition.
Now £14995

Silver, 19000 miles, 
satellite navigation, 

parking sensors, alloys, 
leather steering wheel, 

auto lights/wipers, 
bluetooth, CD player.

Was £9995
Sale Price £8995

2013 (13) Vauxhall Astra 1.4 VVT SRI Petrol
Red, 17500 miles, alloy 

wheels, air conditioning, 
CD player, height 

adjustable driver’s seat, 
cruise control, great 

condition.
Was £8995

Sale Price £8495

OR £995 DEPOSIT & 
£183.69 PER MONTH

White, new model, 
delivery mileage, 

£20 road tax, alloys, 
bluetooth, colour screen, 

leather steering wheel, 
air conditioning, USB 

connectivity.
Cost New £13845
Sale Price £9995

OR £995 DEPOSIT & £154.36 
PER MONTH
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THE EDITOR welcomes letters of no more than 
200 words for publication on this page. 
The Editor reserves the right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names and addresses must 
be supplied to indicate good faith, although these 
details can be withheld from publication. Telephone 
numbers, if available, are also appreciated. 
Anonymous letters cannot be considered. Please 
write to: Letters, The Argyllshire Advertiser, 44 
Argyll Street, Lochgilphead PA31 8NB, or fax us 
on 01546 602661.
 E-mail: editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk.
E-mailed letters can only be considered if they have 
a name, full address and telephone number.

PRESS POLICY

Letters to the Editor, Argyllshire Advertiser, 
Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, 
Argyll PA31 8NB

emails to:editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk
facebook.com/argyllshireadvertiser
twitter.com/argyllshireadve

WE AT The Argyllshire Advertiser endeavour to ensure that all our reports are fair and 
accurate and comply with the Editors’ Code of Practice set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). We realise, however, that mistakes happen from time 
to time.

If you think we have made a significant mistake and you wish to discuss this with us, 
please let us know as soon as possible by any of the three methods: emailing editor@
argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk; telephoning our senior reporter on 01546 602345 or write 
to the Editor at Wyvex Media, Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your issue in a timeous, reasonable and amicable manner. 
However, if you are unsatisfied with our response, you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 2220 or email in-
quiries@ipso.co.uk. IPSO is an independent body which deals with complaints from the 
public about the editorial content of newspapers and magazines. We will abide by the 
decision of IPSO.

Argyllshire Advertiser
Argyll Street
Lochgilphead
Argyll PA31 8NB
Tel: 01546 602345

Chief Reporter: 

Colin Cameron

editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

Reporter: 

Eala MacAlister

editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

Receptionist: 

Lisa Smith

adverts@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

Head Offi  ce:

Wyvex Media
Lochavullin Industrial Estate
Oban
PA34 4HB

who’s who at your

Thanks from 

fundraisers
Sir,
With reference to the Cor-
ner House fund raising article 
in the Argyllshire Advertiser 
(January 22), we would like to 
say a huge thank you to all of 
the people who have support-
ed any of the events we held to 
raise money for charity. 

Maybe you baked a cake, 
came along and had a wee 

owned a horse, sponsored a 
race, gave a donation, an-
swered a few quiz questions, 
gave up your time to help or 
even jumped out of a plane. 

There are too many people to 
name, but you all know who 
you are so thanks, again.

We really appreciate your 
help and support. Duggie and I 
are very proud of our wee vil-
lage for its community spirit 
and generosity.

In addition to this, we were 
kindly named Citizens of the 
Year at the Tarbert Senior Citi-
zens Christmas Party and can’t 
thank everyone enough for 
their support and lovely words.

Duggie and Margaret
MacNeill,
Corner House pub,
Tarbert

Safe road at the Rest
Sir,
In response to Mr Fisher, I’d 

struct a safe road at the Rest 
and be Thankful by cancelling 
the SNP’s plans to spend £60 
million on a mile of new mo-

the rest from the money ly-
ing unspent in the SNP Gov-
ernment’s coffers due to their 
huge under spend.

Spending the money on the 
Rest and be Thankful before a 

landslide kills passing motor-
ists will save lives. The pro-
posed Glasgow motorway 
won’t.

I’ve sent Mr Hay a copy of 

document in which they out-
line their plans to close Kilmo-
ry. Perhaps now he will stop 
writing letters to newspapers 
claiming these plans don’t ex-
ist.

Alan Reid
Liberal Democrat
candidate for Argyll
and Bute,
Dunoon,
Argyll

Inside stories of ‘Up 

the Brae’
Sir,
I have long been curious about 
the Argyll and Bute Hospital, 

the Brae’.
I have pored over its pag-

es and loved to see the pho-
tos of pages from the old re-
cords, and discussions of how 
the various developments were 
proposed and received.

ed the idea of contact with the 

peutic’ aspect of work on the 
farm or in the gardens, and ap-
preciate the connection with 
the Blarbuie projects today. 

The memories of those who 
lived within the ambit of the 
hospital, its patients and its 
staff members, were also res-

mation about the history of the 
Lochgilphead area of Argyll.

What is still missing for me, 
however, are some of the sto-
ries of the inmates - the inside 
stories.

What were the experienc-
es, the conditions that brought 
people here to be treated or 
simply contained, within the 

hospital? What was it like for 
them?

The inside stories of those 
who found themselves going 

richness and depth to our un-
derstanding of what may have 
been, over all those years of 
the Argyll and Bute Hospi-

of life in the rural West High-
lands of Scotland.

Mary MacCallum,
Ardrishaig

Better Scottish 

Education
Sir,

ister, asks everyone to judge 
the SNP on its record in gov-
ernment. I should like to do 
just that, focusing on educa-
tion.

On the SNP’s watch over 
150,000 college places have 
been lost. This attack on es-
sential knowledge and compe-
tence has resulted in a short-
age of skilled workers.

Early education is the best in-
vestment in our children’s fu-
ture we can make. It’s proven 
to help children get on in life, 
whatever their background. 
But expansion of nursery ed-
ucation has moved at a snail’s 
pace. The Scottish Govern-
ment has missed its targets for 
early education for 2-year-olds 
by 75 per cent.

Clearly the SNP’s perfor-
mance has undermined Scot-
land’s education reputation. 
So what’s to be done? Scottish 
Lib Dems will invest half a bil-
lion pounds to improve Scot-
tish education. They will close 
the attainment gap by provid-
ing a Scottish Pupil Premi-
um. This gives schools the ex-
tra money they need to make 
sure every child achieves her/
his potential. 

Lib Dems will reverse the 
cuts to Scottish colleges and 
bring in more courses to help 
people train for careers.

Lib Dems will massively ex-
pand nursery education. Par-

to access.
And where will the Scottish 

Lib Dems get the £475 million 
to invest in education each 

Their plan will put 1p on in-
come tax. In fact, thanks to in-
creases in personal allowance, 
the poorest Scots will pay 
nothing extra and the richest 
Scots will pay for almost half 
of the investment. It’s the fair 
way. 

So if you want better educa-
tion a vote for the Scottish Lib 
Dems on 5 May is the answer.

Finlay Craig,
Shore Road, 
Cove

Party for seniors was  

a big hit
Sir,
I would like to commend 
everyone involved in the or-
ganising of the Tarbert Senior 
Citizens Christmas Party this 
year.

We had a wonderful evening 
provided by a group of volun-
teers who give of their time 
each year to make this event 
happen.

The food was wonderful, the 
music excellent and the com-
pany was most enjoyable.

Congratulations to Margaret 
and Duggie MacNeill, Tarbert 
Citizens of the Year, who rich-
ly deserve their award.

With my sincere thanks again 
to everyone involved for such 
a successful evening.

Anne Horn,
Councillor,
Tarbert

IT IS with the greatest sadness the Argyllshire 
Advertiser reports the passing of Margaret 
Kilgour.

She was a founding member of the MS 
Centre and has played a key role in its role in 
supporting those suffering from degenerative 
illnesses in Mid Argyll.

The centre will celebrate its 20-year 
anniversary this year and will continue to 
develop its service and it will remain Margaret’s 
legacy.

Community loses 
local champion

IF THE removal of all 10 librarians from 
secondary schools in Argyll and Bute goes 
ahead it will have a negative effect on children 
in the area. 

Without the guidance of a librarian to show 
them books and suggest what to read, many 
children will never be turned on to reading. 

This will hugely affect their time at school and 
could restrict their opportunities when choosing 
a career path afterwards.

It will also devalue books and make them 
seem less important than they are. 

Many children may not get to experience the 
adventures that can be found in a book and this 
will be a huge loss. 

The possible loss of mobile libraries too will 
have an effect on those in the more rural areas 
and island communities who use them. 

These people can often be unable to travel to 

library very important. 

Librarians play a 
vital role
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Do you support 

our fi shing 

industry and 

our fi shermen?
Sir
Having attended the 
Rural Affairs Com-
mittee meeting last 
Wednesday at the Scot-
tish Parliament, can I 

who turned out to op-
pose the Marine Pro-
tected Areas being con-
sidered in our coastal 
waters.

The debate itself, 
which took place with-
in the Parliament build-
ing, was disappointing. 
There was no support 
from Marine Scotland, 
our MSP Michael Rus-
sell and the cabinet sec-
retary Richard Loch-
head.

The economic impact 
and the damage this 
will cause to our rural 
communities was total-
ly ignored. Decisions 
had already been made 
prior to this meeting. 
Clearly the public has 
not been listened to.

Mr Russell was lik-
ened to a Rottweiler by 
his colleagues when he 

his display of support 

tries and the families 

lacked any bark.
Mr Russell claimed 

that he would not sup-
port any future restric-
tion orders affecting 

his decision were be-
cause of the way the 
proposal of the MPAs 
had been handled.

If he was unhappy 
at the way things had 
been handled he should 
have opted to contin-
ue the consultation 
and take account of the 
strong public opinion, 
which is out there.

The question has to 
be asked of our gov-
ernment – do you sup-

Councillor
John McAlpine,
Tarbert

Safe road at 

the Rest
Sir,
Following the recent 
landslides at the Rest 
and Be Thankful, Scot-
tish Transport Min-
ister Derek MacKay 
claimed that the miti-

gation measures already 
in place ‘are doing their 
job’. This complacent 
comment shows that, in 

is out of touch.
Mr Mackay can’t have 

seen the photograph of 
the car teetering on the 
cliff edge after the last 
landslide. The stick-
ing plaster solution has 
failed. More sticking 
plaster, as announced 
by Mr MacKay is not 
the answer.

The Jacobs Report 

ble permanent solutions 
– the road on a viaduct, 

above the road, upgrade 
the Old Military Road 
to trunk road status or a 
new road on the oppo-
site side of the glen.

The Scottish Govern-
ment should be start-
ing work now on one of 
these solutions before 
a passing motorist gets 
caught in a landslide 
and killed.

Alan Reid, 
Liberal Democrat 
candidate for
Argyll and Bute,
Dunoon,
Argyll

Concern to the 

Kintyre business 

community
Sir,
The current proposals 
to create Marine Pro-
tected Areas, along 
with Fishing Regulat-
ing Orders, are of con-
siderable concern to the 
Kintyre business com-
munity.
 The closure of the 

boats of Tarbert, Car-
radale, and Campbel-
town, would effectively 

try in Kintyre.  Local 

be forced to close, with 
a further loss of jobs. 
Road haulers in the area 
will also be affected.
 Tarbert has been rec-

port for many centuries, 
with several families 
following a tradition in 

Having run a re-
tail business in Tar-
bert for almost 60 

years, I am aware
of the importance of 

omy. The annual income
generated by the catch 
of scallops and prawns 
landed in Kintyre runs to
millions of pounds. 

The suggestion that 
‘Sea-Angling Tour-

ing is restricted, can 
only be fanciful.  Pre-
vious attempts to op-
erate such businesses 
have failed. The actions 
of SIFT and COAST 
appear to be setting 
the communities of Ar-
ran and Kintyre against 
each other, when in fact 
by working together to 
promote tourism, both 

In 2007, a press re-
lease issued by the SNP 
stated that Kintyre and 
related areas had been 
‘badly let down in the 
past’. A vehicle fer-
ry link between Antrim 
and Kintyre was seen as 
‘a vital component of 
future success’. 

Despite the assurance 
that, (if elected) an SNP 
government would rein-
troduce such a service, 
(adding that this was ‘a 
pledge from a party that 
keeps its promises’) it 
has failed to materialise.

Experience of the 
short-lived summer car 
ferry service between 
Campbeltown and Bal-
lycastle (which ran 
1997, 98 and 99), sug-
gests that the islands 
of Arran and Islay also 

ists arriving in Kin-
tyre via this route. Gov-

backs for their failure to 
keep this promise. 

Nevertheless ma-
jor projects on the East 
Coast, road, rail, tram 
and new Forth Road 
Bridge, have been pro-
gressed. At the same 
time a budget un-
der-spend of several 
hundred million pounds 
has been reported.

The economy of 
Mid-Argyll, Kintyre 
and Islay is already un-
der threat from exist-
ing transport problems 
surrounding the Rest 
and Be Thankful on the 
A83.

An agreement must be 
reached which will pro-

ing industry, and the 
promise of a Kintyre 
and Antrim vehicle fer-

mented.
Our MSP representa-

tives must be persuad-
ed to take all necessary 
action to counter these 
threats.

Ian Y MacIntyre,
Tarbert

The Rest and Be 

Thankful
Sir,
Argyll and Bute Council 
will be pleased to hear 
the Rest and Be Thank-
ful is not its responsi-
bility, but the SNP’s. It 
is a public works issue 
where lives are at stake.

During the war, I 
worked with Wimpeys 
and Sir Robert Ma-
cAlpine and we really 
did move mountains. 

A four lane highway 
should be started at the 
bottom of the hill on the 
Inveraray side; cutting 
off that nasty corner 
with a gentle curve over 
the old bridge up the hill 
to the car park, draining 
the pond if necessary, 
into the stream, skim 
the top off and com-
mence a gentle grad-
ed road down the centre 
of the valley, making it 
perfectly safe from both 
sides.

While this takes place 
the normal road should 
be put on a convoy, bet-
ter to be delayed than 
dead.

The SNP can well af-
ford this with all the 
taxes it is are going to 
take off us if re-elected 
and the council will be 
able to tackle the pot-
holes with the money it 
has saved and the prob-
lem will be solved for-
ever.

John Allison,
Lochgilphead

Who runs NHS 

Highland?
Sir,
What sort of board does 

I trained as a nurse and 
health visitor in Lon-
don in the 1970s. What 
I have found since be-
ing a patient of NHS 
Highland is that it has 

no interest in the over-
all health of its popu-
lation. (I came to Scot-
land in the 80s and have 
used other NHS boards 
in Scotland).

NHS Highland see to 
show no care or regard 
for the physically or 
mentally disabled, the 
very young or the older 
generation.

Instead, board mem-
bers allow those lead-
ing the health service 
to control them. The tax 
payer, past and present, 
supports the board’s in-
ability to manage its 
budget.

Who are the people 
who run NHS High-

The people of NHS 
Highland have a right to 
answers.

Does Nicola Sturgeon 

Or even the health sec-

Hilary Taffs,
Lochgilphead

Clean for the 

Queen 
Sir,
Her Majesty The Queen 
will celebrate her 90th 
birthday in April 2016. 

A number of events 
are being organised to 
celebrate this. One of 
the events goes under 
the banner of  ‘Clean 
for the Queen’ and obvi-
ously is intended to im-
prove the environment 
by removing as much 
litter as can be done by 
those who volunteer. 

Fortunately, in Ar-
gyll and Bute, there has 
been a long tradition of 
beach cleaning which 
is now administered by 
the GRAB Trust. The 
Trust provides the coor-
dination and equipment 
required.

The Trust, with the 
support of the Lieu-
tenancy, is already en-
thusiastically mobilis-
ing those groups which 
would normally partic-
ipate in beach clean-
ing to take part in this 

year’s important event.
In Argyll and Bute this 

will take place across 
the weekend March 4-6, 
2016.

Any other group, for-
mal or informal, which 
is keen both to improve 
our environment and by 
doing so acknowledge 
the Queen’s contribu-
tion to our nation over 
her lifetime, is asked to 
be in touch with GRAB 
Trust (Julie Fairbrass, 
Project Manager, Lorn 
House, Albany Street, 
Oban, Argyll or julie.
fairbrass@grab.org.uk), 
indicating the name of 
the organiser, the loca-
tion and the date of the 
proposed clean-up. 

If the dates above do 
not suit another date can 
be chosen.

The Lieutenancy is al-
ready organising groups 
in many locations. 

If you are not part of a 
group, but an individual 
intending to participate, 
please let me know and 
I shall see whether I can 
direct you to a group, 
or indeed form a group 
around you.

Patrick Stewart,
MBE, WS,
HM Lord Lieutenant
for Argyll and Bute.
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A5
photograph

£4.41

You can order photos 
that appear in the 

Campbeltown Courier and 
the Argyllshire Advertiser

Simply contact the Courier or Advertiser 

code printed alongside the photograph 
(photographs that do not have codes have been submitted by 

private individuals and are therefore ineligible for this offer)
Please add £1.30 to your total order if you require delivery 

of photographs to cover postage and packing

Campbeltown Courier
Longrow South
Campbeltown
PA28 6AE
01586 554646

adverts@campbeltowncourier.co.uk
adverts@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

A4
photograph

£6.76

Argyllshire Advertiser
Argyll Street
Lochgilphead
PA31 8NB
01546 602345

COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD
To advertise in the community noticeboard

call 01586 554646 or 01546 602345

A SPECIAL tribute was 
paid to two respected 
members of Inveraray 
Burns Club, who recent-
ly passed away, at its an-
nual Burns Supper.

President of the club 
Jim McMillan paid 
homage to Frances and 
Alasdair Chrystal, fol-
lowing their recent 
deaths, to 80 guests at 
the Inveraray Inn.

The supper, held on 
January 23, saw Stuart 
Liddell, pipe major of 
Inveraray District Pipe 
Band, lead the presenta-
tion of the haggis with 
his pipes, as new mem-
ber of the club Phil-
lip Elliot held it up for 
everyone to see.

The haggis was then 
enthusiastically ad-
dressed by former pres-
ident Michael Kidd.

After grace, which was 
delivered by Reverend 
Roderick Campbell, the 
meal was served and 
Jim McCulloch toasted 
the Queen.

Stuart Liddell, re-
nowned for his solo 
championship perfor-
mances enthralled the 
audience with a per-
formance on the pipes. 
Bobby McCallum, de-
livered a captivating Im-

PUPILS from three Mid Argyll 
schools went head-to-head in 
a Burns recitation showdown, 
which was judged by Inveraray 
Burns Club members.

Children from Inveraray, 
Furnace and Minard prima-
ry schools’ P6 and P7 classes 
took up the challenge of recit-
ing eight verses of To A Mouse
either solo or as a group.

The competition is an annual 
event held at Inveraray Prima-
ry School.

Impressive
Three pupils proved to be the 

most impressive to the judges 
– club president Jim McMillan, 
honourary president Jim Mc-
Culloch, and Reverend Roder-
ick Campbell.

Tilly Cunningham, Tem-

ma Tierney-Clerk and Angus 
McAskill, all from Inveraray, 
delivered their recitations solo 
and were awarded for their 
efforts.

Tilly received the prize for 
best in P6, Temma received the 
prize for best in P7, and young 
Angus received the shield tro-
phy for best overall.

The group award went to 

Furnace and Minard primary 
schools. The judges said on the 
day that they thought all com-
petitors had prepared well, be-
fore presenting each pupil a 

Culminated
The celebrations culminat-

ed in haggis and oatcakes, and 
a joint sing-song of Auld Lang 
Syne.

Burns Supper
at Inveraray

mortal Memory, and 
outlined the characteris-
tics of Burns that led to 
his unique legacy.

A humorous Toast to 
the Lassies was provid-
ed by former president 
Kenny Stark to which 
his wife Sylvia ably re-
plied.

Recitations of Burns 
were provided by Bob-
by McCallum and John 
Burns. Scottish folk 
group Bletherskyte 
from Ayrshire gripped 
the audience with a 
foot-stomping selection 
of Burns’ songs.

The evening was 
brought to a close in 
true club tradition, by 
everyone singing The
Star of Rabbie Burns 
and Auld Lang Syne 
with a resolve, in Burns’ 
words, ‘to meet some 
’ither day ’.

Children who took part in the recital of Burns’ To a Mouse. 

Mid Argyll school pupils 
impress the judges at
Burns recitation showdown

Robert Burns.

Kintyre Antiquarian & 
Natural History Society

‘Bird-ringing in Spain’
an illustrated talk 
by Rab Morton 

in the Ardshiel Hotel, 
Campbeltown,

on Wednesday 10th 
February 2016, at 7.30 p.m.
All welcome (non-members 

£2.50 at door).

This 
advertising 

space could be 
yours for only 

£20 
inc. VAT

Kilcalmonell 
Guild

Thursday, February 11th
In Clachan Village Hall

At  7:30
Former Lighthouse Keeper,  

Ian Duff, from Oban, will talk 
about his experiences

All very welcome
Pauline Simson - 
01880 740 255

Cancer Research UK
COFFEE 

MORNING
Saturday 6th February 2016
Red Cross Hall, Kirk Street,

Campbeltown
10.00am - 12.00 noon

Admission £1.50
Usual stalls
All welcome

SCO41666

Inveraray & District
Accordion & Fiddle Club

Inveraray Inn
Wednesday 10th February

At 8.00pm
Guest Artistes

From Lanarkshire
Ian Cathcart Trio

Supporting players most 
welcome

Strachur and District Local 
History Society

STRACHUR’S  FIRST  
INTERNATIONAL SPORTING  HERO

Professional yachtsman 
ARCHIBALD “Pierie” MCNICOL
and the quest for the America’s Cup

An illustrated talk by Iain 
McAllister, Classic Yachting
SATURDAY, 13th FEBRUARY 

2016 at 7.30pm
in The New Hall, STRACHUR.

Entrance £3 (incl.tea)
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GENERAL                       
KNOWLEDGE

CROSSWORD

Last 
week’s 
solution

Graeme Ramage demonstrates how to use the 

defi brillator. 

THE Inveraray Accordi-
on and Fiddle Club wel-
comed the Robert Nairn 
Trio to the Inveraray Inn 

the year.
Fyne Folk – Nick Mac-

Farlane on accordion, 
Sally Hall, Jake MacK-
ay and Alex John Ma-

started.

KILMARTIN Muse-

cation.
The fund will pro-

vide about half of the 
£6.5million redevel-
opment costs and, al-

has already been raised, 
the museum is still 

a lot of improvements 
planned.

When staff at the mu-
seum carried out a con-
sultation last year to 

wanted from the mu-

cluded a second exhibi-

sions which were open 
to the public in Tayval-
lich proved a success.

Seventy adults and 
three children took part 

sessions, delivered by 

low of The Sandpiper 

on January 27.
Caroline Abernethy, 

a Tayvallich resident, 
championed the installa-

in the community. 

From left: Graeme Ramage delivered the training with the support of 

Caroline Abernethy. 

She also attended each 
of the six, one-hour ses-
sions held last week.

Caroline said: ‘Our 
sessions went really 
well. In fact, they were 
so well attended that we 
ran out of hand-outs and 

from people in the com-
munity, and I have to 

everyone who helped 
to raise the money and 

Caroline spent two 

devices.

provided by The Sand-
piper Trust. 

One will be situated at 

while the other will be at 

There are no plans to 

Robert Nairn Trio at Inveraray
Accordion and Fiddle Club

James MacArthur and 
Colin Sutcliffe, both 
on melodeon, Charlie 
Sloane and Jimmy Dun-

MacDonald on accor-
dion, and Jake MacKay 

The Robert Nairn Trio 
consisted of Robert on 
accordion, brother Alan 
on drums and Ross Wil-
son on keyboards.

 The crowd enjoyed 
their West Coast sound 
and a selection of tunes 

and reels. 
A surprise was the ap-

pearance of Skippin-

medallist Robert Rob-
ertson who had joined 
the Nairn brothers on 

played a few tunes on 

Eilidh.

 The Robert Nairn Trio. 

This Bronze-age beaker, found at Kilmartin, 

is the oldest in Britain. It will be on display 

at the museum when the redevelopment is 

complete. 

tion hall, more chance to 

tions, and more formally 

Kay Owen said: ‘This is 

in the new museum.
Thankfully, we are re-

there. We are also plan-

to make people aware of 

important this project 
is.’

Kilmartin Museum

planned improvements
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Across
1 Living area (7)
5 Puzzle of words and pictures (5)
8 Out to get the magic one (5-4)
9 Whisky grass (3)
10 Block (5)
12 Journal (3,4)
13 I can't explain this word! (13)
15 High stacks of fodder (7)
17 Large American beaver (5)
19 Employ (3)
20 Fresh rinse (9)
22 The ground we stand on.... (5)
23 ...this one crouches (7)

Down
1 Carved (5)
2 Computer program - not quite a 

mechanical person (3)
3 Tops forming a junction shape (1-6)
4 Very surprised (13)
5 Threadbare (5)
6 Child who works with a handcart (6-3)
7 Small patch of colour (7)
11 Child's bedtime toy (5,4)
13 Known only by the group or company (2-

5)
14 Tractor with excavator (7)
16 Energy but not a fast mover we see (5)
18 One who puts you in your place (5)
21 Afflict (3)

Sponsored by Scottish Building Society

SCDA Kintyre District
DRAMA  FESTIVAL

in Campbeltown Grammar School
on Thursday 18th February 2016 at 7.00 pm prompt

Strachur and District Youth Drama: 
The Struggles by Kendra Thomas

Accent Players:
Romance by John Reason
Lochgilphead Drama Club: 

Mrs Meadowsweet by David Campton
Peninver Players: 

When I Snap my Fingers by Bruce Adam
Please note: Curtain up 7pm. 

Strictly no admission during plays. 
  Tickets:  Adults £7, Primary School Children £4 
 From Yorkshire Building Society, Longrow South
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PURVEYORS OF HIGHLAND BEEF 
FREEZER ORDERS SUPPLIED 

HAVE YOUR OWN BEAST 
BUTCHERED AND PACKED TO 

THE HIGHEST STANDARD

Email: info@rmcdougallbutchers.co.uk
1606 Paisley Road West, Glasgow, G52 3QN

PHONE RODDY ON 0141 883 1207
FOR PRICES

Oban Highland Cattle Show and Sale 
celebrates 125th event

THE Highland Cattle 
Society will celebrate 
its 125th annual spring 
show and sale at Oban 
Livestock Centre, Oban, 
this month.  

The judge, Donald 
MacNaughton of the 
Rannoch Fold, will cast 
his eyes over a total 
of 114 animals - seven 
aged bulls, eight senior 

bulls, 23 two-year-old 
bulls, 13 yearling bulls, 
five senior heifers, 11 
three-year-old heifers, 
16 two-year-old heifers, 
27 yearling heifers, 
three cows and one 
unhaltered female. 

Donald is no stranger 
to the show and sale 
ring. 

He and his family, 
who originate from the 
island of Kerrera, have 
bred Highlanders all 
their lives. 

In fact, Mr Mac-
Naughton has been 
coming to Oban for 
the last 52 years, only 
missing one show 
during that time, which 
just happened to be the 
opening show. Mr Mac-
Naughton himself has 
won the Oban show, has 

twice won the ‘Glasgow’ 
show (City of Glasgow 
International Show), 
and has never been out 
of the top three in any 
show he has exhibited 
at.

Young handlers will 
have to impress Cathe-
rine McKechnie if they 
are to win the Wood-
neuk Cup.

As well as the show 
and sale on Monday 
February 15, both start-
ing at 10am, there are 
also a number of social 
events taking place. 

Before the show and 
sale start, the society 
will meet for its annual 
general meeting at 5pm 
on February 13 at the 
Royal Hotel in Oban. 
A drinks reception 
and casino evening 

ARGYLL SMALL WOODS COOPERATIVE
In association with

THE ROYAL SCOTTISH FORESTRY SOCIETY
Invite all woodland owners, managers & workers

to their Argyll Spring events
Wednesday 17th February 12 – 4
The pros and cons of Woodland grazing and shelter 
wood management.
Barrandroman farm, Knipoch. Light lunch provided.
Wednesday 17th February 19.30 – 21.30
SRDP funding for small woodlands and the launch of 
MyForest woodland planning software.
Culfail Hotel, Kilmelford. Light refreshments provided
Thursday 18th February 09.30 – 13.00
Woodland access, timber transport and the challenges 
of re-stocking.
Kilmore wood and Ardmaddy estate, Light lunch provided.

To book a place on any of these events contact:   
Neil Donaldson 07810 810818

mail@donenvironmental.co.uk 

Supported by:

Stirling Agricultural Centre
Sunday 1st May

Show of Pedigree Highland Cattle

Monday 2nd May 
Sale of Pedigree Highland Cattle

Wednesday 18th May
Special Sale of Commercial Highland and Cross 

Highland Cattle
Contacts

Donald Morrison 07771 644507
Raymond Kennedy 07545 207927

01786 473055  stirling@uagroup.co.uk
01631 562233  oban@uagroup.co.uk

All dead and 
fallen animals 

uplifted by 
licensed 

slaughtermen
For up-to-date prices 

call 07778 329922
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North Argyll Branch 
Blackface Sheep Breeders 

AGM
Wednesday 24th February 
2016 at 8pm in the Falls of 

Lora Hotel, Connel

The annual stock judging 
will be held on Friday 12th 

February at 7.30pm at 

(by kind permission of 

Dougie MacDonald, 
Tyree, Benderloch, won 

the young handler’s prize 
last year, to the delight of 

the locals in the crowd. 
16_t08highland07

Denis O. Brown & 
Associates are a family 
owned insurance broker 
established in 1969.  We are 
agricultural specialists, insuring 
farms and rural businesses across 
Scotland and the North of England.  

We’ve spent considerable time 
and eff ort pairing up with insurers 
who provide excellent products 
and services to our clients.  Our 
brokers are able to obtain com-
petitive premiums, sourced from 
a wide panel of insurers, providing 
cover for a diverse range of risks 
and what’s more, we’ll come to 
you.  From your fi rst enquiry to 
your annual renewal, we have 
executives available throughout 
the country. 

If you need to make a claim, our 
in-house claims team will handle 
this on your behalf, with a view 
to obtaining the best possible 
settlement available under the 
terms of your policy.

If you have an agricultural or 
commercial business and require 
an insurance quotation, contact 
Morna Paterson at our Campbel-
town offi  ce on 01586 554 600, 
email on morna@denisobrown.
co.uk or alternatively you can 
contact our Stirling offi  ce on 01786 
449966 where a member of our 
team would be happy to assist.

C. Hodge Fencing

C. HODGE FENCING 
01631 563271 www.hodgefencing.co.uk

IAE
equipment
- the best 

in the 
business

All available 
through
Hodge

Fencing

Contact Sales: 01501 820 473
www.davidsonsfeeds.co.uk

DAVIDSONS

Dedicated to Delivering Excellence

BEEF BLOOM
� 16% excellent quality protein
� Highest quality ingredients
� Designed to feed from 12 weeks all the way through

to finish if required 
� Ideal supplement for grass silage based rearing

systems or feeding at grass

DELUXE BLEND
� 15% and 17% protein level
� Suitable for feeding to all classes of livestock
� Contains Megalac, a highly digestible rumen

protected fat source with the highest net energy on
the market, energy will help maximise daily live weight
gains

� Vitamins and minerals included

Beef Bloom

Deluxe

Gordon Agri, Loch Lomond. www.gordonagri.co.uk 
Tel: 01360 661001   Mob: 07801 052 007  

New Holland 5040, 4wd, c/w Quicke 750 loader, 2008, 85hp approx, mechanical shuttle, 2 spools .................................£18,495
John Deere 6110, 4wd, 2002, reg: c/w Quicke Loader/joystick/3rd servicee, left hand shuttle, power quad, 
85HP approx ................................................................................................................................................................................£17,995
Kubota ME 8200 4 wd c/w Kubota LA1251 Loader, Air Con, 85HP approx, 980 recorded hours, hydraulic shuttle .........£17,495
Takeuchi TB153 Excavator, 5 ton, 2007, hydraulic quick hitch, 1 bucket, twin speed tracking, rubber tracks 80% .........£15,995
Kubota ME5700, 4WD, 2006, c/w Kubota Loader/6ft bucket/, shuttle box, 60hp, air con, 80% turf tyes.........................£15,495
Manitou MLT 629 120 LSU, 2001, c/w pallet forks,  6 metre reach, 3 ton lift, c/w pallet forks ...........................................£14,495
John Deere 6200 4wd, c/w Trima loader, 1995, 5hp approx, Powequad transmission, telescopic PUH ............................£13,495 
John Deere 6100 4WD, 1996, same owner for 12 years, 3815 recorded hours, 75 HP, PowerQuad,  Air con................... £13,295
John Deere 6300 4WD, 1996, 90hp, power quad, 3700 recorded hours, telescopiuc hitch.................................................£12,495
Massey Ferguson 2210, 4wd, 2003,c/w Massey Ferguson 871 loader,  shuttle, 2 spools, 53 HP, 1935 recorded hours, 
air con ...........................................................................................................................................................................................£12,495
Case CS78, 2001, Synchro Forward and Reverse, 4WD, 2 Spools, Toplink, Pickup Hitch, Trailer Braking Valve ..............£11,995
Massey Ferguson 3075 Autotronic, 1994, 4WD, Reg: 86 HP, 5088 Recorded Hours, 4x2 Powershift, Ex Local Farm ......£11,995
Kubota L5740 4wd, 2010, c/w W & A Wilson front linkage, 4 cylinder, 60hp approx, hydrostatic, air con cab, 
897 hours .....................................................................................................................................................................................£11,995
Manitou MLT 524 Turbo, 2000 X reg, c/w pallet forks, ex local farm, 5m reach, 2.4 ton lift, front spools, 
Manifix PUH ...................................................................................................................................................................... £11,495
Renault Pales 210, 2001, 3 cylinder Deutz, 52 hp, 4100 recorded hours, shuttle box, 2 spools, 
over sized flotation tyres ....................................................................................................................................................£8,795
Kubota BX2350 4wd Hydrostatic Drive c/w Snow Blade, 2010, 3 cylinder 23HP, 1600 recorded hours, 1 spool ......... £7,495
Case 795 4wd, 1990, c/w Quicke 4560 loader/muck fork/lever control, 77HP approx, 1 spool, PUH, V5 document, low cab 
height ................................................................................................................................................................................... £7,495
Ford 3910 2wd, 1989, 50hp approx, 2773 recorded hours, same owner for past 15 years, column change, PUH .......£5,295
Polaris Ranger Utility Vehicle, Diesel, 2010, Green, Agri registered, reg: SN60 FCM, good tyres ...............................£6,295
Kawasaki Mule 3010 Diesel, tipping body, bench seat, half cab ......................................................................................£5,495
Honda Fourtrax 420cc, Auto, selectable 2wd/4wd, independent suspension .................................................................£3,695
Yamaha Grizzly 450cc, 2011, auto, 4wd, tow ball .............................................................................................................£3,595
Yamaha Grizzly 350cc, 2008, auto, 4wd, tow ball ............................................................................................................£3,295
Yamaha Grizzly 350cc, 2007, auto, green, 4wd, tow ball .................................................................................................£2,995
Suzuki King quad, 500cc, brand new, power steering, auto, UK delivery £95, save £250 .................................... now £7,200 
Suzuki 400cc King quad, 2015, brand new, red, manual, UK delivery £95, save £800 ......................................... now £4,999
Arctic Cat 400cc Alterra, brand new, roaf legal, winch, red or green ..............................................................................£4,490

Over 20 years in the business of nationwide haulage to the islands and west coast.
Experienced, reliable delivery of agricultural supplies, timber frames,

machinery, building supplies, wind turbine components and other heavy loads.
Iain A MacKinnon Ltd. Dunfoot, Balephetrish, Isle of Tiree. PA77 6UY

e-mail: mackinnonhaulage@btconnect.com    www.mackinnonhaulage.co.uk

Nationwide freight transport to the West Coast and Islands.
Haulage, Plant Hire, Ground Works and Building supplies.

Tel: 01879220044 / 07767402937

I. A. Mackinnon Haulage

will follow at the same 
venue to welcome ex-
hibitors from across the 
country. The Provost of 
Argyll and Bute Coun-
cil, Len Scoular, has 
kindly sponsored the 
drinks reception, which 
begins at 6.30pm. 

The aim of the drinks 
reception is to welcome 
new members to the 
society, meet up with 
fellow Highland breed-
ers and allow potential 
buyers to meet with 
vendors.

Trophies and prizes 
will be presented by 
various guests at a cei-
lidh in the Royal Hotel 
on February 14. Tickets 
are available from the 
Highland Cattle Soci-
ety for £25, including 
dinner. 

Kintyre Agricultural Society
ANNUAL PLOUGHING MATCH  

Classes as follows:
Class 1;    10 to 12 inches Class 3;    Reversible
Class 2;    Over 12 inches Class 4;    Horse 

  Lots to be drawn at 9.30 a.m.

Phone 01586 810231 (day) or 552404 (eve)
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THERE will be a talk 

international sportsman, 
Archie McNicol, at 
Strachur New Hall.

Iain MacAllister, 
will speak about his 
great, great grandfather 
Archie’s quest for the 
Americas cup in 1887 
as part of Strachur 
and District Historical 
Society’s series of open 
winter talks.

Archibald was part 
of the crew on Thistle 
which was built in 
Glasgow and was the 
Royal Yacht Club’s 
challenger for the 
Americas cup.  They 
were beaten but Archie 
went on to work on 
yachts for the rest of his 
career. 

The talk will take place 
on Saturday February 
13 at 7.30pm. Everyone 
welcome.

THERE will be a coffee 
morning for a charity 
which helps Syrians 
at the MS Centre, 
Lochgilphead.

Charity Hand in Hand 
for Syria is one of few 
charities able to get food 
and other vital supplies 
into besieged cities. 

The event is being 
held by the McCurry 
family whivh previously 
raised £1,000 for Caritas 
Athens which helps 
refugees who have 
made the dangerous 
journey across the 
Mediterranean.

prizes and home-baking 
are welcome as are 
people willing to help 
out at the event which 
will take place between 
11am and 1pm on 
Saturday February 13. 

Games
As well as tea and 

cake, there will be 
fundraising games and 
two local charities will 
also be supported. 

There will be a 
collection for Kintyre 
food bank and donations 
for the MS Centre. 

The family would like 
to thank local artists 
Caroline Hunter, Lynne 
Girdwood and Ged 
Connelly for art they 
have kindly donated to 

family, from Glasgow, 
for donating a large 
teddy for our guess the 
name game. 

Thanks also to 
everyone who has 
volunteered to help at 
the event.

A PETITION against 
possible cuts to library 
services in Argyll and 

Council.
In the council’s budget 

consultation there were 
options to remove all 
10 secondary school 
librarians and take 
mobile libraries, which 
cover island and more 
rural communities, off 
the road.

The campaign has 
been going for two 
months and is supported 

O’Hara, Michael Russell 
and Alan Reid. Writers 
have also got behind 
the campaign with Debi 

backing it. Alan said: 
‘It is not by any means 
guaranteed that children 
will simply discover 
books for themselves. 
They have to be guided, 
by people with expertise 
about young people’s 
literature and passion for 
books. School librarians 
are always aware of the 

School, mobile and public libraries could all be 

hit by council cuts. 08_a3library01

Library cuts petition presented 
to Argyll and Bute Council

contemporary writing 
scene and which authors 
work well in front of a 
school audience, which 
can lead to a magical 
experience for pupils. 

‘The years of 
specialist knowledge 
which librarians have 
accumulated will be 
lost to school pupils. I 
know myself that had 
I not had access to our 
school’s library, and 
had the expert hand 
of its librarian, it’s 
possible that this young 
man from a working-
class background, 

whose parents were 
not themselves readers, 
would never have gone 
on to become a writer. 
Whole worlds of the 
imagination will be 
lost to children, as they 
will have no-one to 
guide them through and 
encourage them to read 
books.’

People signing on 
the petition have 
commented on how 
the loss of school 
librarians is short 
sighted. Not only will 
it affect the life chances 
and employability of 

children in the area, but 
it also devalues books 
and reading. 

Spokesperson for 
Supporters of Argyll 

Jenny Des Fountain 
said: ‘School librarians 
provide support for 
independent learning 
in all areas of the 
curriculum. They 
help young people 
learn skills they will 
need to be successful 
in any future they 

choose. They provide 
access to computers for 
many who do not have 
access to the internet at 
home.

‘They help young 
people learn how to use 
information technology 
for learning. They 
provide a safe haven 
for youngsters with 
additional support needs 
by providing a place to 
socialise, to relax and to 
learn. Librarians give all 
young people a place to 

read, daydream, think 
creatively and to grow 
intellectually. They put 
the right book in the 
right child’s hands at the 
right time.’

If these proposals go 
ahead Mull will be one 
island to lose its mobile 
library service and local 
councillor Mary-Jean 
Devon said it would be 
a huge loss to those that 
use it. 

The petition is still 
open on Change.org

Coffee 
morning
for Syrian 
refugees

Rebecca McCurry, 13, 

and her twin broth-

er Michael, will be 

volunteering at the 

event. a06syria01

The Thistle crew including Archie, second right.  

Thistle on the Clyde. 

Talk on Strachur sportsman
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Work begins on the next Argyll 
and Bute Local Development Plan

Young farmers sow seeds for 
the future  

Nominate 

your favourite 

teacher
IF ANYONE knows a 
teacher who always mo-
tivates their class or a 
school classroom assis-
tant who goes the extra 
mile, now is the time to 
show how valued they 
are by nominating them 
for a Scottish education 
award.

Argyll and Bute Coun-
cil’s policy lead for 
education and life-
long learning, Coun-
cillor Rory Colville, 
said: ‘Argyll and Bute 
schools and education 
staff have an excellent 
track record in the Scot-
tish Education Awards 
in previous years, in-
cluding winning the 
coveted Head Teacher 
of the Year award, and I 
don’t expect this year to 
be any different. 

‘Our teachers are en-
thusiastic and commit-
ted to delivering the 
best quality learning ex-
perience for all pupils 
and are constantly striv-
ing for excellence and 
to improve standards.’

Nominations can be 
made by visiting www.
scottisheducation-
awards.org.uk and nom-
inations close at noon 
on February 15. 

YOUNG Farmers 
clubs have been enjoy-
ing some highly socia-
ble events across Ar-
gyll in the past couple of 
weeks.

The newly re-es-
tablished Mid Argyll 
Young Farmers Club, 
covering Lochgilphe-
ad and surrounding ar-
eas, held a well-attend-
ed new members’ games 
night on Wednesday 
January 27 at the Stag 
Hotel, Lochgilphead. 

Team building
Lots of laughs were 

had as members took 
part in some informal 
team building games.

The group was given 
an insight into the histo-
ry of the Scottish Asso-

ARGYLL and Bute planners 
are thinking ahead, as the coun-
cil looks to the public for help in 
drawing up a development plan 
for the years 2020 to 2025.

The key document for strategic 
development in Argyll and Bute, 
it will replace the current plan, 
which runs from 2015 to 2020, 
becoming the main consideration 
in determining planning applica-
tions and supporting the council 
as it works to unlock the area’s 
huge economic potential.

Timescale
Councillors last week set the 

timescale for delivering the next 

plan, while agreeing to engage 
with as varied an audience as 
possible in its development.

Councillor David Kinniburgh, 
policy lead for planning, said: 
‘Through the process of develop-
ing the next local plan, commu-

future direction can work in part-
nership with the council. 

‘Over the next few months we 
will be participating in commu-
nity events on Tiree and around 
the Crinan Canal, funded by the 
Scottish Government, with a 
small contribution from the coun-
cil, through which community 

plans will be developed and used 
to inform the next local plan. 

‘We will be making every effort 
to involve those who do not nor-
mally engage in this kind of pro-
cess, in particular younger people 
and harder-to-reach groups. 

Audit
‘A key stage in the development 

of the next plan is an audit of the 
existing one, which is currently 
under way. This will allow us to 
assess how effective some of cur-
rent allocations are and be inno-
vative in working with landown-
ers and developers to overcome 
the development hurdles.’

The well-attended stockjudging in Oban, organised by North Argyll Young Farmers Club.

Mid Argyll Young Farmers enjoy their new members night in Lochgilphead. 

ciation of Young Farm-
ers’ Clubs (SAYFC) and 
current structure dur-
ing a short presentation, 
which highlighted the 

ber in the year ahead.
North Argyll Young 

Farmers Club, for young 
people around Oban, 
held its second stock-
judging event on Fri-
day January 22 at Oban 
Livestock Centre, cour-
tesy of Caledonian 
Marts. A healthy turnout 
of 108 people took part 
– up on last year’s at-
tendance – raising £850 
for club funds. 

Since re-establish-
ing, the club’s regular 
meetings provide 14 to 
30-year-olds with a so-

cial network full of op-
portunities – from train-
ing and travel to events 
and competitions. 

Local farmer Blair 
Menzies from Kilninver 
is the current club chair-
man.

He said: ‘Our night 
was a great success, 
attracting spectators 
from Argyll and fur-

to welcome people of all 
ages from Kintyre, Ard-
namurchan, Stirling and 
Mull and our sincere 
thanks must go to NFU 
Mutual (Oban branch) 
for the prize donations. 

‘We are looking for-
ward to the summer, and 
we are currently work-

ing with SAYFC  devel-
opment manager Jen-
ny Baillie to create a 
summer club syllabus 
which should be availa-
ble soon.’  

Find out more about 
the Young Farmers at 
www.sayfc.org or by 
contacting Jenny Baillie 
at jenny@sayfc.org. 

The next meetings of 
the clubs will be their 
annual general meetings 
and all are welcome.



14 FEATURE COURIER & ADVERTISER, Friday 5 February, 2016

VALENTINE’S DAY  is the perfect opportunity to 
spoil that special someone. Whether it be rekindling 
an old fl ame or sparking a new romance, your other 

half deserves the best. 

Treat your loved one this 
VALENTINE’S DAY

THE 
SCOTCH
HEATHER

SHOP

Florists

Flowers are an age-old classic to suit 
every budget - A dozen red roses 
has always been considered the 
pinnacle of  romance but if the wallet 
is still feeling light after Christmas 
fl orists will have plenty of cheaper 
alternatives. Carnations are known 
to last up to three weeks, the perfect 
bunch for those who like to make their 
money last. 

Valentine’s is a time to celebrate love 
and a personal touch will really show you 
care. Framed photographs are always a 
big hit and these days you can have an 
image printed on just about anything. 
Mouse mats, mugs, clothes, you name 
it, you can have something printed on 
it. Why not do things the old fashioned 
way and put a romantic photo inside a 
locket - traditionalists will appreciate the 
sentimental value. 

Those lucky enough to be in the fi rst 
exciting throws of a new relationship 
can struggle to choose an personal gift. 
If you don’t yet know the recipient well 
enough to choose something unique, 
fragrances and chocolates go down well 
with both sexes. 

Plenty of couples are happy with a 
Valentine’s dinner at home but if you 
want to push the boat out most pubs 
and restaurants off er special menus or 
deals on the 14th.  

If quality time is what you need 
romantic getaways are a perfect gift 
idea. A secluded B&B destination will 
off er tranquil walks and cosy fi res or 
celebrate in style with dinner and a 
show in a nearby town or city. 

Various surveys over the years have 
shown that men spend around double 
what women do on Valentine’s gifts, 
so ladies it’s time to splash the cash. If 
the man in your life is treating you to 
dinner, you could make sure you look 
your best for the occasion. Treating 
yourself to a haircut, manicure or facial  
will ensure your man is the envy of 
the restaurant when he walks in with 
you. Can’t choose a treatment? A lot 
of salons will book you in for an entire 
morning or afternoon of pampering so 
make the most of what they have to 
off er. 

Valentines Day 
Special Offer

Big 20 Stem Bouquet
including 1 dozen large red 

roses for special price of £35
Lots more available for this 

very special occasion!
Open all week 

10am - 5pm 
inc Sunday 14th February

1a Arkland, Inveraray, PA32 8UD

Call  01499 302033 07909 727215
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WHAT IF you could build the perfect 
home from scratch? A self-build 
could open the door to your 
bespoke dream home. Imagine 

stamping your own design and tastes on the 
entire property from the start. 
‘Self and custom build has long been seen as 
the friendly face of new housing,’ said Michael 
Holmes, Chair of National Custom and Self 
Build Association. ‘When people build homes 
for themselves and their families to live in, they 
not only tend to build houses that are better 
designed and of higher quality and have less 
impact, but they are much more likely to put 
down roots and become contributors to that 
community.’
Whether it’s a desire to create a modern, 
environmentally friendly home, or the vision of 
that picture-perfect spot overlooking a stunning 
view that motivates them, more than 12,000 Brits 
that embark on a self-build adventure each year. 
‘Building your own home is a big project to 
undertake, but the rewards can greatly outweigh 
the hoops that homeowners need to jump 
through to make it happen,’ shared Brian Kilroy 
of Building LifePlans Ltd. ‘Self-building provides 
the opportunity to build the perfect home to suit 
your lifestyle, and help is at hand to guide you 
through the process.’
The process can seem overwhelming, but our 
guide will help you get on track to your dream 
home, starting with the fi rst steps you will need 
to take. 

Set a realistic budget
Take a sensible approach to your budget and 
your project won’t turn into a money pit like 

those seen on shows such as Grand Designs. Set 
a fi rm, realistic fi gure before the design stage 
begins, but include a contingency- at least 10% 
of your overall budget is wise. Use this money 
only for unexpected coast or unavoidable delays. 
If you don’t spend the contigency by the end, 
consider using it to upgrade interior fi nishes or 
landscaping. 

Arrange financing
Whether through a bank or a dedicated self-
build mortgate company,  your next step should 
be to secure funding. That way you will know 
exactly what your budget is from the start, and 
when you fi nd a plot you love, you will be able to 
seal the deal before it gets sold out from under 
you. Self build mortgages often work on a stage 
payment basis, in which funds are released at 
key points throughout the project, either in 
advance or in arrears, depending on the product 
you choose. Be careful to note that this relates 
not necessarily to the actual money spent on a 
specifi c stage, but to the value by which it has 
increased the property as a whole.

Choose a building route
Many fi rst-time builders choose a package 
company to guide them through the entire 
process, from design to build. These companies 
generally off er customisable standard houses 
and bespoke design options. 
The other option is to hire an architect and 
contractor or professional project manager, 
so that the house can be built to your exact 
specifi cations. Check listings, then ask around 
to fi nd out if others had a good experience 
with your potentials. You may decide to project 

manage the build yourself with a view to 
saving money by keeping a close eye on labour 
and materials- just keep in mind this can be 
overwhelming for those with no budgetary 
experience or time to take care of all the details. 

Find an architect or self build 
package company
Whether you choose a package supplier (who 
designs and builds the home for you) or a local 
architect, make sure they understand your 
requirements and budget. The more information 
they have up front, the more effi  ciently they will 
be able to design your dream home. Continually 
going back to them with changes or additions 
will slow down the process and add to the cost. 

Start the planning process
Get in touch with the local planning authority 
early. Argyll and Bute council off ers a pre-
application system called Planning for Firm 
Foundations, so you can fi nd out whether your 
proposal is likely to be acceptable in terms of 
the provisions of the adopted development 
plan. They even provide guidance prior to 
committing to comprehensive architect or 
agent commissions, and in some cases it may be 
possible to agree a timetable for your planning 
application to be determined based on the 
information you submit.

Sort out the essentials
Before going any further, make certain you have 
all the proper consents in addition to planning 
permission (sometimes you need other special 
local permissions, such as conservation area 
consent.) Be sure to safeguard your investment 

by getting the contracts, warranties and 
insurance in place. Even if your contractor has 
insurance, you may need to take  specialist self 
build insurance. 

Prepare the plot
The fi rst step before starting the build is 
preparing the site, something your contractor 
usually deals with. This includes clearing 
vegetation, levelling the plot, installing drainage 
and setting out the trenches. Don’t be surprised 
if unexpected problems crop up during this 
phase- for example, the discovery of a spring 
running under the proposed location for the 
foundation, or trees that you had hoped to keep 
end up interefering with the build. 

Get buiding
Most home building projects fall into fi ve stages: 
foundation work; getting the house wind and 
weather tight (roof on, windows and doors in); 
fi rst fi x (initial services, structural carpentry and 
plastering); second fi x (after the plastering) and 
fi nal decoration. You can choose to have the 
interior comletely fi tted out, or, if you are handy 
with carpentry, perform the details such as 
cabinet installation, carpet laying and painting 
yourself. 

Enjoy your dream home!
By this stage, you wil be raring to move in. First, 
consider a few practicalities, such as obtaining 
the Completion Certifi cate from building control, 
making sure any last minute snags are dealt 
with- and don’t forget relclaiming the VAT. After 
months of paperwork and stress, it’s time to 
enjoy the fruits of your labour!

Beginner’s guide to self-build
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We are a family-run Building 
& Groundworks business 
based on the Isle of Arran, 
with an excellent reputation 
for building high quality, 
individual homes.
Whether you are looking to 
build on your own plot or a 
new site, build brand new or 
have a complete renovation, 
we will take you through a 
hassle-free process and give 
you a home tailor-made to 
your requirements.
Please see an example 
of one of our houses 
below and our customer’s 
comments:
“We very much appreciate 
all your guidance and 
support at every stage, 
from design to completion.  
You have provided such a 
consistently professional, 

high standard of service 
whilst maintaining a 
very personal approach, 
always ensuring that we 
have been happy with 
choices and decisions 
being made along the 
way.  We were concerned 
that commissioning a new 

build from over 200 miles 
away would be a stressful 
process but, with your 100% 
commitment to us and our 
project, this has not proved 
to be the case.”
Contact us now for 
information on our latest 
plots and houses.

A Company with a positive 
and forward thinking attitude.
Oban Joinery Services Limited 
can off er you a fantastic new 
home from our own range or 
if you already have approved  
drawings we can help turn 
your plans into reality.

Oban Joinery Services Ltd

Armitage

Your self-build specialists...

For over 50 years Everest has installed 
windows and doors throughout the West of 
Scotland and on many of the islands. 
Every home is diff erent, people’s needs vary 
and even diff erent areas of the country have 
diff erent needs. Everest’s sales consultants 
will take time to listen to what a homeowner 
wants. Some of the questions one should 
consider are;
What will suit my home best?

Which material will be best uPVC, 
Aluminium, timber or composite?
What colour will make my home better and 
stamp my mark on the property? Everest 
have a wide range of colours to choose from 
and you can even with some have white 
inside and a colour outside!
Are security and heat retention important? 
Everest windows and doors are very secure 
and heat retention on our windows is great. 
What guarantees will I get?

Everest makes it doors and windows for your 

home, they are not “off  the shelf”. So before 
an order is sent for manufacture one of our 
trained surveyors will visit the property 
and check sizes and designs, we can work 
from plans as well. Installation is carried out 
by our own teams. In Scotland we have an 
administration centre in Ayr and depots from 
which our installation teams work in various 
places in Scotland.
Everest would be delighted to work with 
those building their own houses, the 
pictures are of a self built home with Everest 
doors and windows installed, looks great!
Everest supplies products with a 
comprehensive range of accreditations.
Why not give one of the two people named 
a phone to arrange a consultation.

Peter Ramsay

Mob 07816 934364

Alan Wright

Mob 07973 841945

Why choose Everest?



Finding landTips on finding land for 
your self-build
Search the Scottish 
Property website for 
suitable public sector land 
for sale;
Check your local Solicitors 
Property Centre or estate 
agents;
Look out for ‘For Sale’ 
signs;
Approach local private 
developers with 
undeveloped or partly 
developed land to see 
if they would consider 
selling you a plot;
See if there are any 
community trusts in the 
area which may have land 
available for self-builders, 
especially if you want to 
build in a rural area; or
Consider sites with a 
derelict property which 
could be demolished or 
substantially renovated. 
See estate agents or the 
Buildings at Risk Register 
to find possible properties.
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A RECENT survey by the National 
Custom & Self Build Association 
(NaCSBA) revealed the toughest 
obstacles faced by self-build 

hopefuls. A staggering 56% claimed 
fi nding an aff ordable/suitable site with 
which to build their own home was by 
far the biggest challenge they faced.
Mike Hardwick, NaCSBA CEO, said, ‘These 
fi gures make interesting reading and echo 
the views of self and custom builders that 
I meet. The demand for land is still well 
above the available supply and so many 
of our supporters are eager to start their 
projects in the next couple of years but are 
held back by this critical shortfall.’
Starting a self-build can be very easy if 
you or your family already own a suitable 
piece of land, or it may take years of 
eff ort if you have geographical or 
budgetary constraints.
Once you have worked out what budget 
you have available, you can fi nd out 
about plots of land for sale which may be 
suitable for self-build from a number of 
sources. There are several websites that 
allow you to search for details of plots 
for sale, although for some of these you 
need to pay a fee for membership. A 
range of websites are available, such as 
Buildstore Plotsearch, UK Land Directory 
Ltd or plotfi nder.net. 
Some other methods for plot hunting 
include networking (ask all your friends on 
Facebook to look out for one for you, for 
example); contacting estate agents and 
landowners, checking out auction houses, 

hiring agents to search for you, advertising 
in the local press, in pubs and shops, and 
with mobile workers such as taxi drivers, 
mobile gardeners and hairdressers.
You can also search an area for an 
untended garden or neglected building, 
and then approach the owners. If you 
have a defi ned search area, buy a high 
resolution Ordnance Survey map as this 
can sometimes help you identify quirky 
potential infi ll sites that are not visible 
from the main roads. Google Earth can 
sometimes be useful for this too. 

A word of warning
Don’t get conned into buying land 
by a property scam company. These 
organisations often advertise plots of land 
that will never realistically get planning 
permission (for example, in areas that are 
protected by the Green Belt). If someone 
is selling a wonderful plot of land at an 
unbelievable price it’s probably too good 
to be true. And if you buy a site like this 
– usually still costing tens of thousands 
of pounds – you’re very unlikely to ever 
recover your money. Be warned.

Consider crofting 
If you are keen to raise produce or keep a 
herd of sheep or cattle, consider a croft site 
on which to build. The crofting counties 
of Scotland, including Argyll, have a 
long tradition of smallholding known as 
crofting. Existing crofts for sale are priced 
about the same as other housing land, and 
sometimes come with planning permission 

for the building of a house. And according 
to an announcement by Environment 
Minister Aileen McLeod this week, the level 
of grant support available to help crofters 
build their homes is to be signifi cantly 
increased. From April 1 this year, crofters 
will be able to apply for up to £28,000 
under the new Croft House Grant Scheme 
– and up to £38,000 if they live in island 
and specifi ed mainland communities.
The three previous funding rates will be 
replaced with a new standard level of 
grant and a higher level for the islands 
and some mainland areas. These new 
rates are signifi cantly higher and mean 
some crofters will be eligible for more 
than double the funding available under 
the old scheme.
Dr McLeod said: ‘Good quality housing 
is essential to help attract and retain 
people in Scotland’s most remote and 
rural communities, and to help crofters 
fulfi l their duty of living on or close to 
their croft.’
‘The Scottish Government’s Croft House 
Grant Scheme has invested £14 million to 
build or improve almost 700 homes since 
2007 and the changes I am announcing 
will help ensure this support is fi t for 
purpose in the years to come.’
More information on how to apply, 
including guidance for applicants and 
the application form, will be available 
on the Scottish Government’s Rural 
Payments website in due course at www.
ruralpayments.org/publicsite/futures/
topics/all-schemes/.



Your self-build specialists...

Neil Young Joinery & Building on the Isle of 
Arran is a family business providing complete, 
high quality house building service from 
planning, project management through 
to completion. All of their construction is 
completed to the highest standard, delivering 
quality and value for every new build. 
A trusted name on Arran for all joinery and 
building needs, Neil Young and his team 
have over 25 years’ experience. They off er 
comprehensive building packages and take 
care of all the details. 
‘Choosing a builder to undertake your project 
can be a diffi  cult decision,’ Neil said. ‘We work 
closely with you to deliver exactly what you 
need in a timely manner.’

Neil Young Joinery & Building provides their 
clients with competitive prices without 
compromising on quality, making certain 
that their new builds will be the pride and joy 
of their owners for years to come, and off er 
excellent re-sale value down the road.  Neil’s 
customers value his team’s commitment, their 
high standards of workmanship and excellent 
customer service. 
‘We are driven by customer satisfaction, 
meaning we continually strive to deliver top 
quality craftsmanship at aff ordable prices.’ Neil 
said. ‘Our goal is to give our clients their perfect 
dream home.’
Visit neilyoungjoineryandbuilding.co.uk or ring 
01770 600 500.

Neil Young Joinery & Building

Arctic Cabins

Noremac  Argyll Ltd

Arctic Cabins are based in Derbyshire and 
have been manufacturing and selling 
barbecue cabins for over 10 years.
A barbecue cabin solves the issue of the 
Great British weather and allows the luxury 
of spending time with family and friends in a 
warm, cosy and exotic Lapland atmosphere 
just steps from home. They are warm in the 
winter and cool in the summer. 
Once inside, the octagonal cabins are 
deceptively spacious even with the centrally 
positioned BBQ grill. They come in a range 
of sizes from 7 to 25 meters squared. Most 
cabins have benches that are extendable and 
convert into comfortable sleeping bunks. 
Our 10 meter cabin seats 15 and sleeps 3, 
these are suitable for most gardens while a 25 
meter cabin seats 40 and sleeps 6. This size of 
cabin tends to be used for more commercial 
uses for example, shooting lodges and 
camping barns. For those with a smaller 
space or garden a straight walled barbecue 
cabin will fi t snugly into any corner. 
The cabins have a full 10 year manufacturers 
guarantee, are supplied with a full Finnish 
accessory kit and fully stained externally. 
Telephone: 0115 932 8888 or Email: Info@
arcticcabins.co.uk
www.arcticcabins.co.uk

Noremac is a well-established, family-run 
business, founded in 2002.  They have gained 
a good reputation for building high quality 
homes, offi  ces, extensions, conversions 
and all types of building and 
joinery projects throughout 
Argyll and the greater Glasgow 
area. The majority of their work 
comes from recommendations 
from local Architects and from 
satisfi ed clients that trust in 
the work they do. Off ering a 
complete builders’ service in 
Argyll is vital to the smooth 
running of any project. You can 
rest assured that Noremac will 
work with you from the early 
planning stages, right through 
to handing over the completion 
certifi cate. All sizes of projects 

and budgets from smaller maintenance jobs 
to commercial construction and complete 
new build projects.  They will be happy to visit 
you to discuss your needs.
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Raising finance
THE FIRST hurdle to overcome on a 

homebuilding project is funding. There 
are several ways to secure the money 
you need, but the three most common 

routes are to use existing savings, sell your 
current house (or use it as security on a loan) 
or borrow the money by taking out a self-build 
mortgage.
The fi rst two options are pretty self-explanatory. 
The third – self-build mortgages – operate very 
similarly to conventional mortgages, except 
that payments are staggered to coincide with 
various stages of your project.

How much can I get?
Like all mortgage fi nance, self-build 
mortgages were aff ected by the credit 
crunch. However, in the wake of government 
support for self-build, more and more lenders 
are returning to or entering the market for 
the fi rst time. Potential homebuilders can 
access suitable mortgages directly with 
a bank or building society, or through a 
specialist self-build mortgage broker. 
Pre-credit crunch, it was fairly common for self-
builders to be able to secure 95% borrowing on 
both land and the build. These days, lenders are 
looking for higher deposits – so 70-80% on each 
is more common.

What type of mortgage 
should I get?
The advance stage payment mortgage 
remains a stalwart of self-build fi nance, as it 
off ers positive cash fl ow up front. The beauty 
of advance stage payment mortgages is that 
you agree with the borrower up front how 
much each stage will cost (including the land 
purchase). Each tranche of money is then 
released to you prior to commencement of the 
relevant stage.
That puts you into positive cash fl ow, so you can 
pay bills when they’re due and keep workmen 
on site. It also means you can be a cash buyer 
of building materials, with no need for credit 
accounts, which can also help a project run 
more smoothly. There are fees involved with 
an advance stage payment mortgage, but the 
savings in hassle and time make an advance 
mortgage a great option if you don’t have 
signifi cant amounts of cash available at the start 
of your project.
The other main option is the arrears stage 
payment mortgage, whereby money is 
released after each agreed stage of the work 
is completed. You’ll usually need to pay for an 
assessment (typically totting up to £200-£300) 
after each phase before the funds are made 
available.

What about budgets?
When it comes to planning your budget and 
arranging your fi nances, don’t forget to take 
other fi nancial commitments into account, 
such as an existing mortgage or temporary 
accommodation.
‘Lenders understand that you have to live 
somewhere during your project and, quite 
understandably, not everyone wants to stay in 
a caravan on site or with relatives,’ said Rachel 
Pyne, director of fi nancial services at BuildStore.
‘They also appreciate that if you sell your 
current home and move into rented 
accommodation during the build you will still 
have housing costs, paying rent rather than a 
mortgage. Consequently, they allow you to run 
a self-build mortgage alongside the mortgage 
on your current house, although, like the rest 
of the market, the rules are tighter now than 
pre-credit crunch. However, the lender will want 
to ensure that you are in a position to support 
both mortgages, and your current mortgage 
will be taken into account when deciding how 
much you can borrow for the build.
‘Some lenders calculate the total amount you 
can borrow based on your income and then 
deduct the amount of your current mortgage 
from this. So unless you have a very high 
income or a tiny current mortgage, this method 

is unlikely to provide you with suffi  cient 
borrowing for your project
‘There are, however, a number of more 
enlightened lenders that view aff ordability 
diff erently. They treat your current mortgage 
as a regular commitment in the same way as 
they treat a personal loan. They include the 
monthly mortgage payment in their aff ordability 
calculation, and provide you with a loan amount 
that your remaining income will support.’
The extra involvement and administration cost 
for the lender means that a self-build mortgage 
is likely to be more expensive than a standard 
mortgage for the same amount – though of 
course you may need to borrow less. Once the 
build is completed, many self-builders switch to 
a diff erent mortgage deal.

Many people choose self-build because they 

want to create a home they expect to stay 

in for good. But if you do choose to move 

from your self-build property, the good news 

is that its resale value may well be higher 

than what you paid to build it. This is Money 

estimates that self-build properties sold on 

the open market could fetch 20-25% more 

than their build costs – although this, of 

course, depends on location, build quality 

and the state of the wider property market.

The society that’s  
run in your best 
interests
As Scotland’s only independent  
building society, our mutual status  
means that everything we do is  
for the benefit of our members. 

We offer a range of specialist  
mortgages and competitive  
savings products for every  
stage in life.

Talk to our specialist  
mortgage advisers about:

   Self Build Mortgages

   Guest House Mortgages

   Lifetime Mortgages for over 65s

Call 0345 600 4085 or visit  
scottishbs.co.uk to find out more

Scottish Building Society is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the 
Prudential Regulation Authority (Register No. 206034). Member of the Building Societies Association and the Council of Mortgage Lenders. 

Scottish Building Society, SBS House, 193 Dalry Rd, Edinburgh EH11 2EF. Tel. 0131 313 7700. 

YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE.

Proud Supporter of

Building for 

the future 

since 1848
A build to suit your budget 
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Your self-build specialists...

Self build mortgages individualised for you

A mortgage is one of the most important 
fi nancial commitments you will make, and 
the Scottish Building Society is committed to 
providing individualised service to each and 
every client. 
Scottish Building Society has been helping 
people in Scotland buy homes since 1848. Self 
Build Mortgages are one of their specialties, 
with expert advisers available to help you 
through the entire application process. 
A Self Build Mortgage from Scottish Building 
Society is diff erent from a regular mortgage, 
in that the funds are released in  stages as the 
build progresses. You can borrow up to 80% 
of the total cost of the land and construction 
costs or valuation, whichever is lower, so the 
whole build process is more fl exible. 
Scottish Building Society has been recognised 
with a ‘Highly Commended’ award by Savings 
Champion in the Best Savings Provider for 

Existing Customers category. They are the 
only independent building society based in 
Scotland, and is believed to be the world’s 
oldest building society. It has assets of some 
£397 million, a mortgage book of £275 million 
and a network of six branch offi  ces and 60 
agencies throughout Scotland.
To fi nd out more about a Self-Build Mortgage, 
talk to one of the Scottish Building Society 
qualifi ed mortgage advisers on 0345 600 4085, 
or visit www.scottishbs.co.uk

Dream homes come true with the  CP 
Architects team behind you.
The well-known Oban-based team on George 
Street has more than 30 years’ experience 
in sympathetic renovations which breathe 
new life into old buildings and a sensitive 
design approach to each new house site that 
recognises that no two locations are the same 
and each client’s needs are unique.
‘It is never too early to come in to talk to us,’ 
said Iain Campbell, ‘ to discuss your dreams and 
your present and future requirements, what 
your ideas and aspirations are and your budget 
and programme.
‘We can help assess your options from the 
start; our design and technical expertise guides 
projects through from consent to completion.’
The team’s 3-D modelling helps bring ideas 
to life and test them out along with their skills 
in integrated renewable energy systems each 

individually designed for existing properties 
and new-builds.
The experienced team at CP Architects is 
headed by Iain, with Robert Wilson, architect; 
Iain Hurst, associate; supported by Brian Reffi  n 
and Jimmy Crawford. Together they have 
a reputation for reliability and innovation 
and this can be seen by the number of their 
projects short-listed for Argyll and Bute Council 
Design Awards.

From timber kit to new home

If you’re building your own home, or having 
one built for you, a timber frame kit off ers a 
great way of keeping costs reasonable and the 
process as fast as possible.
MacLeod Construction is the largest timber 
frame design and manufacturing company in 
the area. While they have vast home-building 
experience with a traditional approach to 
service and quality, they also operate at the 
cutting edge of construction, using the very 
latest methods and materials, and always 
seeking out new improvements to the end 
product. They design every frame and panel 
with the latest software, before manufacturing 
the kit with an automated frame-maker- quick, 
easy and accurate.
‘We have 40 years of experience and a 
proven track record for quality timber frame 
construction,’ said Greig MacLeod,  ‘Business 
Development Manager’.  ‘We off er a lot of 
services, but house building is our specialty 
and our passion- we build around 150 kit 

homes a year.’
The process is very fl exible, allowing you to 
customise the kit to your own specifi cations. 
They can simply supply a timber frame kit (one 
of their tried and tested designs, or based on 
an architect’s drawings), or they can manage 
the whole design and build project from start 
to fi nish. 
Call 01546 602 989 or visit  
www.macleodconstruction.co.uk

MacLeod Construction Limited

Scottish Building Society

CP Architects
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Home Reports and Valuations,
Energy Reports, Quantity Surveying

and Project Management

Email: dunoon@alliedsurveyorsscotland.com

Email: helensburgh@alliedsurveyorsscotland.com

Email: fort.william@alliedsurveyorsscotland.com
www.alliedsurveyorsscotland.com

Local Surveyors operating 
throughout Argyll, Bute 

and Lochaber

If THERE is not already detailed planning 
permission for your home for your plot 
of land, you will need to secure this 
before you can start building, as the 

planning authority of Argyll Bute Council 
will need to be satisfied that your plans for 
your home are in line with the Council’s 
Development Plans and that your home’s 
design will be acceptable in terms of its 
impact on the surrounding homes and 
landscape. 
You should try to get planning permission 
as early as possible, as the process can take 
some time and you should aim to secure 
planning permission before you enter into 
a contract with any building firms in case 
your planning application is rejected.
Try to speak to a planning officer at the 
council (or the National Park authority if 
your home will be in Loch Lomond and the 
Trossachs National Park) before submitting 
your application, as they should be able 
to let you know if there are any issues you 
should be aware of or any restrictions they 
might impose (for example they might 
restrict the size or height of the home, its 
distance from a road or the plot boundary, 
etc.)
The council should also be able to 
help if you need advice or guidance on 
completing a planning application. There 
will be a fee for submitting an application. 

Planning online
The Scottish Government’s existing 
ePlanning portal has been upgraded, and 
over the next four years the new system 

is predicted to save approximately £17 
million across the country’s planning 
authorities. The revamped version of 
ePlanning Scotland, first launched in 2009 
and now ePlanning.scot, lets individuals, 
architects and agents submit and manage 
planning applications online, saving 
millions. The new system, which went live 
on Wednesday January 13, is set to be 
quicker and easier to use.
Nearly 70 per cent of all planning 
applications nationally are submitted 
electronically through the portal. Argyll 
and Bute Council now receives more 
than half of its planning applications 
electronically.
Social Justice Secretary Alex Neil said: 
‘Seventy per cent of planning applications 
are now made online, double the original 
forecast. The new service will continue to 
provide access to the planning system in 
a way customers want, delivering a high 
quality consistent service, saving time and 
money.’
Two new forms are now available for 
completion online, the post submission 
additional documentation (PSAD) and 
the notice of review (NoR). In the future 
another two forms will be available, the 
appeals refusal and the appeals notice.
The Government is also developing a new 
national eBuilding Standards portal for 
public launch in August 2016, with Argyll 
and Bute’s own building standards service 
providing support for this new national 
portal. Visit argyll-bute.gov.uk/planning-
and-environment for more information.

Planning permission
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Your self-build specialists...

With depots in Oban, Lochgilphead and 
Dunoon, West Coast Tool & Plant Hire has 
everything the DIY builder and construction 
industry professional needs, from a cordless 
drill to a 30 tonne excavator. Owner Darran 
Mellish and his team have over 18 years’ 
experience in tool and plant hire, and can 
off er their customers a wide choice with 
trusted advice. 
‘We operate a turnkey package off ering all 
services from both operated, non-operated 
and specialist plant,’ Darran said. ‘Our 
environmental services division can also 
deal with all aspects of waste disposal, skip 
hire and recycling.’
All three of West Coast Tool & Plant Hire’s 
depots off er well stocked tool shops 
with everything from power tools and 

accessories to workwear, boots and PPE.  
They are main dealers for Stihl, Husqvarna 
and Honda tools and equipment, as well as 
dealers for Indespension trailers for sale or 
hire.  
The friendly staff  at West Coast Tool & Plant 
Hire can help you choose the right tool for 
the right job, and if they don’t have what 
you need, they will get it for you. To enquire 
about anything from a complete site 
clearance to a DIY fi nishing touch, visit one 
of their three depots, fi ll out an enquiry form 
at westcoastplanthire.co.uk, or telephone 
01546 602992.

Keyline in Oban and Lochgilphead is now 
trading under Travis Perkins, the UK’s largest 
builders’ merchants. Customers will enjoy 
the same friendly outstanding customer 
service by the same friendly faces they have 
come to expect.
Travis Perkins makes a promise to 
their customers- that their people are 
knowledgeable and have the expertise to 
help, their products are in stock or delivered 
to you, and their prices are consistent and 
fair. It’s this trade promise that has been 
attracting customers for generations.
From Building materials and metalworks, 
to landscaping, electrical, plumbing and 
heating, to tools and interiors- Travis Perkins 

has everything you need for your self build 
project from start to fi nish. They supply 
more than 100,000 product lines and off er 
both hire and sales for a wide range of 
quality trade products. 
Travis Perkins has a proud heritage that can 
be traced back over 200 years, and their 
employees are continuing that tradition 
by working with our customers to build 
better, together. With expert staff  available 
to answer all of your questions, competitive 
pricing and the best variety in product 
choice, Travis Perkins is your local builder’s 
merchant.

West Coast Tool and Plant Hire

Travis Perkins

Building your own home 23



Kit homes
DON’T let the term ‘prefab home’ 

scare you away – today’s kit 
homes are downright fabulous. 
Not only do they provide home 

buyers with a custom, energy-effi  cient 
building solution, they’re also typically 
more aff ordable than traditional stick-built 
homes. 
Also known as prefabricated homes or 
modular construction, essentially, kit 
homes are constructed in a factory before 
being shipped to a building site in pieces, 
where they’re then assembled on-site in 
a matter of days. Unlike manufactured 
or mobile homes, kit homes must be 
constructed according to local building 
codes. This makes them a widely-accepted 
form of new construction that isn’t 
subject to the same zoning restrictions 
that frequently limit the placement of 
manufactured and mobile homes. In other 
words, prefab homes must meet the same 
building codes as traditional ‘sticks and 
bricks’ construction, so you can build a 
prefab home practically anywhere.
Also, like traditionally-built homes, prefab 
homes typically qualify for construction 
and home loans, so you don’t have to 
have the total home cost on-hand. And 
in some cases, kit home manufacturers 
are prepared to help you fi nd appropriate 
fi nancing (sometimes off ering in-house 
fi nancing) to get your home construction 
started.
In addition to reduced build times, there 
are several advantages to kit homes 
versus masonry built homes, according 

to Peter J Body, managing director of 
Norscot Joinery Ltd.  These include: 

Quality assured off -site manufacture 
signifi cantly simplifi es construction, 
resulting in less on-site waste (as 
much as 20-40%, compared with other 
construction methods).
Promotes greater effi  ciency and 
supply chain integration by combining 
component and material deliveries. 
Prefabricated components are also easy 
to transport and handle.
Brings predictability and greater control 
to the construction process.
Meets and often exceeds all current 
Building Regulations.
Improves on-site construction health 
and safety. Off -site manufacture 
with automated machinery reduces 
accidents, as a controlled factory 
environment is a safer work space.
Signifi cantly faster construction period 
overall. Requires 20 per cent fewer 
on-site labour days. This means a 
faster return on investment, reduced 
disruption to local communities and 
tidier, safer sites.
Wet trades are eliminated, so there’s 
no drying out time before work can 
continue on interior fi nishes.
Construction can continue through 
cold and inclement weather – meaning 
shorter and more predictable build 
programmes.
Particularly suited to sites with poor 
soil conditions (sites that favour lighter 
buildings), and sites with restricted 

access. Modular components are also 
easy to transport whilst prefabricated 
panels off er strict quality control and 
fewer post erection quality problems.
Manufacture takes place in a quality 
controlled factory environment, 
resulting in less on-site defects.
Provides excellent thermal effi  ciency, 
with lifetime savings in energy cost so 
an extremely environmentally friendly 
way to build. Timber is an organic, non-
toxic and naturally renewable building 
material.
Easier to achieve a high performance 
building fabric by maximising 
thermal performance and minimising 
air leakage. This approach is a low 
risk, cost-eff ective way to achieve 
sustainable homes.

In addition, there are virtually no 
restrictions as far as design choices with 
kit homes. ‘Any style of house which can 
be built using masonry construction can 
be built using timber frame construction,’ 
Peter said. ‘In the case of more ‘exotic’ 
house designs, where there may be 
cantilevered upper sections, timber 
frame construction off ers the advantages 
of being lighter and more fl exible. In 
Scotland, most timber frame kit houses 
will have a brick or rendered block outer 
wall which makes them indistinguishable 
from masonry built houses. Similarly, 
masonry built houses will often be timber 
lined inside (to accommodate additional 
insulation and services) making them 
indistinguishable from timber frame built 

Benefits of a kit home
It is simple and relatively 
risk free.
It is fairly simple to get a 
home built this way.
It is usually one of the 
fastest ways of getting a 
home built.
Some kit homes are quite 
modestly priced.
Brings predictability and 
greater control to the 
construction process.
Meets and often exceeds 
all current Building 
Regulations.
Provides excellent thermal 
efficiency.
Vast range of designs are 
available.
Construction can continue 
through cold and 
inclement weather.
Significantly faster 
construction period 
overall.
Particularly suited to sites 
with poor soil conditions 
and sites with restricted 
access.

Everything you 
need to create
your own home
We provide our customers with a unique one-stop shop service,
not only for coordinating the manufacture and delivery of the timber
frame structure, but also the supply of windows, external doors,
internal door sets, stairs, architrave, skirtings, finishings insulation,
plasterboard and a whole lot more. 

And with Val-U-Therm® - Scotframe’s unique family
of advanced, closed panel, factory insulated, high
performance wall, roof and floor systems - your
space heating costs will be significantly reduced!

AIRTIGHTNESS
THERMAL

PERFORMANCE
ENERGY

EFFICIENCY
SPEED OF

CONSTRUCTION

Dundee    01382 561772  Inverurie    01467 624440 

www.scotframe.co.uk
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Your self-build specialists...

houses. In reality, the opposite is true – timber 
frame construction off ers more design options 
than masonry construction.’

Home Package Inclusions
When considering a prefab home, it’s very 
important to pay close attention to what is and 
isn’t included in the home package you select. 
For instance, modular homes are often (but 
not always) sold with a full package of fi xtures, 
appliances, windows, and fl ooring, while pre-cut 
and panelised homes often consist just of the 
materials necessary for a wall, roof, or frame. 
These walls and roofs may or may not include 
insulation, wiring for electrical, windows, doors, 
or even drywall. In some cases you can pay 
additional for the completed wall structure, but 
in most cases you have to work with an onsite 
contractor to help you complete and fi nish your 
home, including the fi nishings of the roof and 
walls.

What’s Typically Not Included
Don’t get lulled into a happy sleep with the 
phrase ‘all inclusive’ when it comes to buying 
a modular home – it can be misleading. 
Understand that the base price of a prefab 
home doesn’t account for many of the expenses 
required to build a home.
You must be prepared to pay additional 
expenses, which may include the land the house 
will be built on, site survey, utility hookups, 
if necessary (water, waste water or septic, 
electrical, cable), the prepared foundation for 
the home to be built on (concrete slab or pier 
and beam framing), landscaping, driveways and 
pavements, garage or carport (may be available 

from some manufacturers) and possibly a local 
contractor or builder to fi nish the interior.
These expenses are incredibly variable based 
on location, size of home, and even council 
requirements or personal preference. For 
instance, if you’re building in the country, 
you may not need or want much in the way 
of outdoor landscaping. However, if you’re 
building in the city – or in a neighbourhood 
with strict home owners’ association standards 
– you may be required to put in some kind of 
landscaping. That said you can expect to spend 
possibly tens of thousands on permits, fees, 
foundation, and utility hook-ups – especially if 
your property isn’t served by a local sewer and 
water system and you’ll need to put in a septic 
system and well.
Options and Upgrades
In addition to the modular home fi nishes that 
come standard in a preselected home build, 
it’s important to understand that there may be 
a selection of upgrades to choose from for an 
additional price. For instance, you can upgrade 
items, such as opting for bamboo instead of 
cork fl oors.
The cost of a prefab home will vary depending 
on how much you’re willing to do yourself 
and how much you outsource to others. 
Some ambitious home purchases prefer to 
buy a prefab home as a kit and assemble 
it themselves, with the help of a few (very 
good) friends. Others are happy to spend the 
money to have the details of construction and 
permitting taken out of their hands. Wherever 
you fall on the spectrum, make sure you 
understand exactly what you’re paying for into 
before you go the kit home route.

The fabric of a building gives substance to its 
thermal performance
“Think Fabric First”
In practice the energy effi  ciency of a 
building boils down to a couple of things. 
How much fuel is required to power its 
heating and water systems and how well the 
building manages to retain the heat that is 
generated 
The better a building performs in these two 
areas, the less fuel its occupants will use on 
a daily basis and the lower its emissions will 
be. As such the fabric of a building is central 
to its green credentials. Increasingly this is 
becoming a signifi cant factor in the decision 
making process for all house builders.
Within the past few years, the building 
standard regulations were amended to 
ensure all new properties deliver a 30% cut 
in the current benchmark for CO2 emissions. 
The standard will then be reduced again by a 
further 30% in 2016. 
In the same way that fuel consumption for 
cars has become an important factor, people 
are being encouraged to look at the energy 
performance of a property, understand its 
ongoing running costs and include this in 
their purchasing decision. 

For those looking to build their own home, 
constructing a property that meets not only 
today’s standards, but also those of the years 
to come, has signifi cant benefi ts in relation to 
the day-to-day costs of living in the property.
In short, the fabric of the building and the 
way it is put together means homes of this 
type can be heated up very quickly and 
retain their temperature for incredibly long 
periods of time. This reduces their energy 
needs signifi cantly. This is where our focus 
should lie, rather than with using renewable 
energy to make up for poor design and build 
quality.  
For further information, contact Peter Hall – 
Marketing Manager
Email: peter.hall@scotframe.co.uk

Bower Workshops, Bower, Wick. T: 01955 641303
20 Carsegate Road, Inverness. T: 01463 224040
W: norscot.co.uk  E: sales@norscot.co.uk
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Expertly manufactured in the far noth of Scotland to
specifications which exceed current Building Standards

YOUR LOCAL TIMBER
FRAME SPECIALIST

“A very professional service throughout, 
not to mention value for money.”

ECO KIT HOMES
Norscot Kit Homes Off er Gold Standard

Norscot is a leading manufacturer of timber 
frame kit homes in the Highlands & Islands. 
Since its inception in 1984 over 1,000 kits 
have been supplied, primarily to self-
builders. 
Norscot is a member of the Structural 
Timber Association, the trade association 
representing 85% of UK timber frame 
manufacturers. One of the STA’s roles is to 
promote higher standards through their 
Q-Mark quality scheme and training services. 
Norscot kit homes are accredited with 
Q-Mark Plus, representing 
the ‘gold standard’ for the 
industry.
The structural panel 
construction employed 
by Norscot is simple in 
design and that used 
by most house builders 
in Scotland, where over 
80% of all new homes 
are built using timber 
frame. Norscot kit homes 
are individually certifi ed 
by an independent 
structural engineer and, 
in standard form, suitable 
for any UK mainland or 

island location.
What sets Norscot apart from other 
conventional timber frame manufacturers 
is its overall external wall construction 
‘EcoWall’. The type, thickness and position 
of insulation and other non-structural 
components which, combined with high 
levels of air tightness, provide the perfect 
balance between cost and benefi t in terms 
of energy effi  ciency. Norscot’s ‘EcoWall’ 
achieves signifi cantly better thermal 
performance than that required by Scottish 
Building Standards.

Scotframe

Norscot
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Architectural 
designs
THINKING of building your own home 

in 2016? You aren’t alone! The Royal 
Institute of British Architects (RIBA) has 
published new research forecasting the 

main trends in UK housing design for the year 
ahead.
Over the course of 2015, RIBA Chartered 
Architects have reported the design trends in 
greatest demand:

measures - demand for sustainable materials, 
advanced insulation products, water 
conservation and recycling features

bespoke houses

homes that can make living easier for ageing 
occupants and live-in relatives

plan spaces are still highly desirable
An increase in land availability and the 

to an increase of one-off  single houses and 

reported that bespoke homes and housing 

As the ageing population increases, more 
of us are planning ahead for later in life by 
seeking designs solutions to facilitate easier 
living. Adaptations to make independent living 
simpler, or adjusting a family home layout for 
the addition of an older family member are the 
two main drivers in this growing market.
The popularity of generous multi-functional 

living spaces - combining cooking, dining and 

when these spaces are combined with direct 
access to gardens and outside space, they 

reporting a demand.

longer niche concerns, but factor prominently 

specifying advanced insulation products and 

panels.

appetite for building or improving your own 
home for your family and future shows no 

increased demand from creative and ambitious 
homeowners. This new RIBA report gives a 

for 2016 and beyond. It shows the insight, 
value for money and peace of mind that an 
architect can bring to any housing project.’
Choosing an accredited RIBA Chartered 

comply with strict criteria covering insurance, 
health and safety and quality management 
systems.

right for you. Architects are highly skilled, and 
professionally trained to turn your aspirations 
into reality.
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Don’t miss out on a great deal at Highland 
BlindCraft as they have genuine discounts 
on beds, headboards, armchairs and 
bedroom furniture. 
Three years ago Highland BlindCraft opened 
their new showroom in Ardconnel Street, 
Inverness opposite the Redcliff e Hotel. This 
increased sales area has allowed them to 
revamp their products and given their own 
manufactured beds a very contemporary 
look.  They have introduced a selection of 
suede’s, Shetland wool, and faux leather 
fabrics which you can choose to cover 
your bed base, and when combined with 
a bespoke headboard in the same fabric 
it will enhance any bedroom. Their under 
bed storage option, gives fantastic storage 
and has proved a huge success since  its 
introduction.
The Serenity mattress is another innovative 
development has over 3,000 individual 
pocket springs along with luxurious layers of 
fi llings, including soft strands of cashmere, 
wool and cotton making the mattress 
naturally supple and fl exible and providing 
great support throughout.
Highland BlindCraft go from strength to 

strength and pride themselves on being a 
local manufacturing company that continue 
to meet the needs of their customers with 
variety, quality and speed of delivery. Come 
and visit them in their new showroom on 
Ardconnel Street, Inverness and speak 
with their friendly and experienced 
sales staff  or visit their website at www.
highlandblindcraft.co.uk

The Oban Stove Centre is ground zero for 
wood burning and multi fuel stoves for the 
West Coast of Scotland.  A family run business, 
OSC off ers all the highest quality stove brands, 
including Charnwood,
Morso,   Everhot,  Rayburn, Jotul and Stovax.  
From traditional to contemporary, you’ll fi nd a 
wide range of stoves as well as range cookers 
on display in their shop in Oban town 
centre. 
Rising electric prices mean that stove 
heat is a better value than ever. In 
addition to stove and fl ues, OSC 
supplies spares and accessories, as 
well as fuels, including solid fuel, 
pellet, biomass, peat, logs and coal.  
A stove from OSC means your home 
will be warm and cosy, with the lovely 
ambience of a crackling fi re.   Whether 
you choose a freestanding or insert 
model, let OSC assist you with design 
and installation from start to fi nish.
The friendly and experienced staff  of OSC 

are happy to welcome you into their showroom 
to discuss the best stoves and fl ue systems for 
you, from a fi replace and range cooker to a full set 
of stoves throughout the home.
To fi nd out how Oban Stove Centre can help 
make your dream home even cosier, ring 
01631 564790  or visit Oban Stove Centre, Old 
Crofters Yard (near  Stoddarts).

Oban Stove Centre

Highland BlindCraftInterior 
design
A NEW house is the chance to inject 

some new life into your personal 
space. From bold colours to metal 
trimmings, Hamdi Ben Yaghlane, 

Designer and Managing Partner at DND 
Contemporary Furniture Studio shares the 
scoop on the five home design trends that 
are set to be all the rage in 2016.

Trend #1 - Year of the 
Metal
The 1950s and 1970s are hot trends in 
fashion right now, and it is no different in 
interiors. The year 2016 will see more and 
more designers include all different textures 
of metals in their designs and furniture 
pieces. Accessories and decorative objects 
such as lanterns, vases, and mirrors will have 
metal elements incorporated in their design, 
reflecting back to the Golden Era.

Trend #2 – The Spirit of 
Nature
The spirit of nature can be seen in some 
elements of Scandinavian style, particularly 
in raw wooden elements. By leveraging 
a natural feel for winter, the ‘mountain 
lodge’ look transports you directly into an 
enveloping cocooning atmosphere that is 
simple and warming. With this design option, 
the ubiquity of white wood modernized, 
all made cosy with comfortable materials 
such as linen, mohair and cashmere seen on 
accessories such as rugs, cushions, carpets.

Trend #3 – Bold Colours
Translating to wall colours and ceramic 
backsplashes, the presence of vivid colour 
is back. Creating bold, statement-colour 
combinations, the aim is to use strong 
shades to create fluid movement from room 
to room. Hard textures like cement and 
wood are also playing a key role in this trend 
for contrast.

Trend #4 – The Age of 
sustainability 
From the padding in our sofas to the 
premium wood sourced for counter 
worktops, sustainability is at the heart of 
everything for 2016. Recycling, repurposing, 
reinventing and reusing are all things that 
consumers are beginning to consider when 
they make purchases today.

Trend #5 - Outdoor Living 
Areas
Porches, patios and decks inspired by 
interior design principles are replacing 
the traditional backyard. From decorating 
smaller spaces with greenery to turning 
expansive backyards into glamping 
adventures, 2016 should bring in 
experimentation with nature into the home- 
for example buying furniture that can be 
used indoors and outdoors. In terms of 
interior décor, wall decorations, accessories 
and small plant life inspired items are going 
to be hot.
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email: wattplumbers@btinternet.com

All aspects of Plumbing & Heating carried out

Boiler Servicing and Maintenance

Oil and Solid 

Fuel Heating

Bathroom Suites
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24 Hour on Call Service
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Kitchens, bedrooms and bathrooms
THE BIGGEST trend in home design 

going into 2016 is personalization- 
fi tting the house to the needs of 
each member of the family. It’s all 

about tailoring your home to fi t your lifestyle, 
especially in the three areas of the home we 
spend the most time in- bedrooms, kitchens 
and bathrooms.

Convenient bedrooms 
and baths with plenty of 
storage
Adults and children spend a good deal of their 
time in their bedrooms and trends refl ect this. 
Homeowners want spacious master bedrooms, 
with dressing areas and a bathroom within the 
space. They want to walk just a few steps to 
fi nd everything they need for relaxation and 
grooming.
The biggest request is for lots of storage 
space in the form of built-in drawers and 

cabinets and walk-in closets. For children’s 
rooms, parents want toy space, shelving for 
books and areas to display hobbies. Room for 
the plethora of electronics is also a primary 
demand when it comes time to designing new 
homes.
Requests for bathroom features in the master 
bedroom involve spa-like conveniences, 
turning a utilitarian room into a peaceful 
retreat. 

Open, Light-Filled Kitchens
Kitchens have always been the one room in 
the home where owners are willing to spend 
the most money. Modern homeowners are 
asking for kitchens that are spacious and airy 
with lots of windows. Another big trend in 
kitchen design is extra-large islands with sinks 
and cutting areas for food prep, stovetops for 
cooking, counter area for eating and stools for 
sitting.

According to Sergei Kaminskiy of Kaminskiy 
Design and Remodeling, ‘One of the most 
popular trends in the early stages of 2016, 
for kitchen remodelling, is in the area of 
transitional kitchens. So called because 
they blend elements of traditional and 
contemporary kitchens, transitionals 
incorporate modern elements like stainless 
steel appliances with traditional interior 
design.’

Pets are family, too
With the increasing popularity of pets, many 
homeowners are asking for amenities for 
their furry friends. In the kitchen, dog doors, 
also suitable for cats, are just the beginning. 
Feeding stations in the kitchen and pet 
bathing areas in the utility room are also 
common.

Getaway, But Not Too Far
There is a trend for rooms made just for 
concentrated work and private downtime. 
Using one bedroom as a study or home offi  ce 
fi ts in with the work-from-home movement. 
When doing their job, adults can lock the door 
and focus on work. The preference is for lots 
of light, bright colours and as much storage as 
possible.
There is also a trend for bigger children’s 
playrooms, with desks and electronic 
capability for homework, games and their 
digital social life. For younger children, 
requests are for lots of fl oor space and child-
accessible places to put toys.
In short, customization is the big trend for 
home design in 2016. What that means is 
designing your space to suit your needs, 
instead of the other way around.

Slide-out shelving is a kitchen strategy 

which is both clever and functional, 

making use of available space for 

necessary storage. Pots, pans, and 

cleaning accessories can all be stowed 

under the sink or elsewhere, with sliding 

shelves that are easily accessed on 

demand.

Hardwood fl ooring is becoming a strong 

alternative to recently favoured systems 

like laminates and tiles, and is appearing 

in planks six inches wide and more. 

Antique wooden fl ooring for the kitchen is 

also trending signifi cantly in 2016.

Farmhouse sinks, a.k.a. apron sinks, 

are also trending in new kitchens. Their 

compelling size alone makes them a focal 

point in the kitchen, and since they are 

now available in a huge variety of sizes 

and styles, they are very versatile in how 

they can be used in almost any style of 

kitchen.

Technology is also featured in 2016 

kitchen trends, with the general move 

toward ‘smart’ devices moving into the 

kitchen. Having coff ee automatically 

brewed for the morning wake-up is just 

one example, but programmed lighting 

and heat levels can also be managed in a 

modernized kitchen.

Top 2016 kitchen trends
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Hire and Supplies Ltd specialises in Plant 
Hire, Gas supplies, Lawn and Garden 
equipment, Power tools, Hand tool, Site 
Consumables and Machine Servicing.
We have built our range of products to 
include only the finest products from 
the top manufacturers including Makita, 
Milwaukee, SIP, Hyundai, Pramac, Sealey, 
Draper, Calor and many more.
We aim to supply companies’ right through 
from sole traders, commercial and public 
sectors and along with the general 
public. With our staff  all having extensive 
experience in this fi eld ranging from 10-25 
years we can off er you the best advice for 
what is best for your job in hand.

We aim to offer the best quality machines 
and tools for the trade with the best 
service at the best prices. With over 
1000 products in stock and 1000’s more 
available to order, our customers can get 
what they need when they want it.
Our goal is to provide the very best service 
backed by our extensive hire range, 1000’s 
of quality products at the best prices 
delivered when the customer wants them. 
Backed with a second to none service and 
highly knowledgeable and experienced 
staff our success is driven by consistently 
meeting the high standards we set 
ourselves along with meeting the needs of 
our customers.

Mathesons offers a huge range of quality 
furniture and soft furnishings to transform 
your whole house or business from top 
to bottom. Choose from a wide range of 
shapes, sizes, colours and styles, available 
in both leather and fabric. They also offer 
an extensive range of bedroom and dining 
furniture and recliner chairs to suit all 
tastes and home styles.  
The friendly staff offers turnkey service for 
everything you need when finishing out 
your new self build home, from advice on 
interior design to installation. They offer 
a complete measuring and installation 
service for a vast selection of carpets 
and floorcoverings and an impressive 
range of curtains and blinds, all handled 
by their own specialist team. They are 

very sympathetic to insurance claimants. 
In addition, you’ll find a huge range of 
mobility equipment, including Acorn Stair 
Lifts. 
Mathesons has been serving the west 
coast for more than 25 years and have 
furnished thousands of homes with a well-
deserved reputation for quality, service 
and value. Please contact them for more 
information 
or better still, 
pop into the 
store to see 
the full variety 
available.

COE CONTRACTS LTD
Fencing, Dyking, Landscaping and General Contracting

Thirty Years’ experience in…Fencing, from garden to security.
Dry stone walling and all types of masonry

Landscaping and groundworks.
Operated excavator plant hire.  1.5 ton to 15 ton

NO JOB TO BIG OR SMALL
For a competitive quote call the office on

01855 811408    07979 867870

HIRE AND SUPPLIES LTD

Mathesons Furnishings
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When building a home, 
it’s vital that you choose 
tradesmen that you can 
trust. Follow these handy 

tips to help you choose the most 
suitable tradesmen for the job:

Check credentials 
and trade association 
membership
If a gas engineer says that they’re Gas 
Safe registered or if a builder says 
they’re in the Federation of Master 
Builders, then ask for proof. In some 
cases, this may be essential, such as 
if you’re installing a boiler and need 
to ensure the engineer is Gas Safe-
registered. Does the builder belong to a 
professional body or trade association? 
Contact those organisations to verify 
membership and enquire about what 
assurances they offer to consumers if 
things go wrong.

Ask For a Written 
Quotation
Get a full written quotation for your 
project. It should include full details of 
the work being carried out, the total 
cost and give you an idea of when 
the work will be finished. Having a 
document like this is essential if the 
cost of the project later increases or is 
delayed for a long period. If there are 
revisions to the quote later on, ask for 
these in writing. 

Make sure that the 
builder has public 
liability insurance
Ask to see the builder’s public liability 
insurance certificate. Building work 
may also affect your home and 
contents insurance, so check with your 
insurance company before work begins.

Check if the builder 
intends to use sub-
contractors
Make sure the builder knows that 
he or she is responsible for all team 
members, including sub-contractors. 
They should be covered by the builder’s 
public liability insurance and suitably 
qualified if tasked with gas or electrical 
work.

Check Previous Work
Make sure you check the company’s 
experience of carrying out similar 
work. There are some ways of doing 
this online, such as using Google 
Plus, or you could ask the business for 
references from satisfied customers. 
Make sure you are getting access to 
recent references. 

Seek Assurances
Ask if the work is covered by a 
guarantee, how long that guarantee 
will be for, and whether it is backed 
by insurance. If the company stops 
trading, this will ensure that any work 
owed will be remedied. 

Evaluate Performance
Does the tradesman turn up on 
time? Does he/she respond promptly 
to questions? How closely do they 
listen to what you’re saying? Do they 
take time to survey and measure the 
project? It’s important that you trust 
your tradesman and so getting a read 
on how well they do small tasks at the 
start of a project may give you an idea 
of what they’ll be like further down the 
road and how thorough their work will 
be.

Don’t Pay In Full Up 
Front
Be very wary if any tradesman asks 
you to pay in full up front. For the 
majority of building or plumbing work, 
standard practice is to either agree 
50% at the start of the job (this would 
normally be to cover materials) and 
50% on completion, or full payment 
on completion, or for staggered 
payments throughout the job. Larger 
jobs will tend to involve part-payments 
whereas small or medium-sized jobs 
will often simply involve full payment 
on completion. Be cautious if you are 
asked for the full amount up front, 
particularly for larger projects.

Trades and professionalsBe specific and set out a 
detailed, clear brief when 
requesting at least three 
quotes.
Ask friends and family for 
a recommendation and 
check to ensure that the 
tradesman is registered for 
the particular trades you 
require.
Use a firm that advertises 
using a landline phone 
number- be wary of those 
only willing to give you a 
mobile number.
Seek references, speak to 
previous customers and if 
possible, visit previous jobs.
Don’t just go with the 
cheapest, consider your 
ability to communicate 
with the firm and the 
quality of their work.
If materials need to be 
bought in advance by the 
tradesman, it is reasonable 
that the customer is asked 
to pay a fair percentage 
of these costs as the job 
progresses.
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John MacLachlan Ltd started as a 
construction business around Oban in 1919. 
The family business has continued to grow 
and has now developed to the point where 
it off ers a wide range of consumer and 
business to business services in Argyll and 
further afi eld.
These various businesses now branded 
together as Argyll Resources Group include, 
* Quarrying & Aggregate
* Construction
* Crane Hire
* Plant Hire & Transport
* Ready Mixed Concrete
* Gas SUpplies
* Recycling & Treatment

* Skip Hire
* Portable Toilet Hire
The current proprietors, John and Susan 
MacLachlan operate with a team of 50 
staff  and are continuing to develop these 
businesses, create new opportunities and 
providing valuable services to the local and 
wider communities of Argyll and Scotland.

Jewson’s can off er a whole range of help for 
a variety of self build projects from costing 
your project to recommending a kitchen.
Sales Executive Dan Baxter explains: ‘When 
we get an enquiry we will send you a self 
build pack that will have brochures from 
the likes of Velux windows so you can see a 
range of products.’ 
When you have an idea of what you want 
the self build team will cost the plans for you 
and provide support from foundations to 
roofi ng and getting the inside just the way 
you like it. 
As well as brand new houses they help with 
other projects as well. Dan says: ‘The self 
build team can help with building things like 
conservatories and extensions.’
If you discover you don’t quite have the 
right tools for the job Jewsons off er a tool 

hire scheme. There are tools that will only be 
needed for a short time and this means there 
is no need to buy them. 
Jewsons also have experts in lots of 
diff erent areas Dan said: ‘The knowledge 
these specialist have is great and there are 
specialist in areas like drainage and roofi ng.’

John MacLachlan Ltd

Jewson

Electrical
DOMESTIC AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRIAL

Tel/Fax: 01586 552963               Mob: 07979 383140
Email: archie.houston@btinternet.com

Colonsay   Woodlands Drive   Campbeltown   Argyll PA28 6JW

ARCHIE HOUSTON

Glen Creran Wood
Scottish

OAK
www.glencreranwood.co.uk

01631 730256

WATER-TECH
Suppliers of Water Treatment Equipment

Water Filtration and Sterilisation including UV
Specialist Contractors for Private Water Supplies

Hydrological Reports
Tel – 01631 770 369 Mob – 0778 754 0724 

water@glenaros.co.uk

A Hydrological report is a requirement as a condition of planning 
permission where there is a private water supply.  If you have an 
existing house with a private water supply you may be eligible for a 
grant to install treatment. If you use the property for a commercial 
purpose, eg holiday letting, treatment is a requirement.

David Clark
Electrical Contractor

 

07831680098
email: davidclark62@btinternet.com

Dan Baxter can 

visit you on site to 

discuss your needs
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Energy and renewables
GREEN living is becoming easier 

with the renewable energy 
industry at an all-time high. 
Innovative new products 

are emerging all the time and fi nally 
government subsidies may be available 
to support this development. 
If you want the ultimate in green energy 
there’s no better solution than building 
your house from the ground up. It 
provides the ideal chance to integrate 
energy effi  cient measures at the earliest 
stages of design. The measures could 
include under-fl oor heating that is 
integrated with an air source heat pump- 
this will make a long-term diff erence to 
your heating system effi  ciency.

Think insulation
Every building and the way energy is 
used within it is diff erent. Before you 
consider making any green additions to 
your home, you need to take a look at 
the fabric of the building and examine 
its insulation effi  ciency. Ensuring your 
property has the best insulation possible 
can be the most cost eff ective energy 
improvement. 
Self-builders can benefi t from choosing 
materials such as Warmcel, a recycled 
sustainable insulation with a high 
thermal mass and 30% improved 
airtightness. ‘Annual energy cost for a 
house built to current building regulation 
insulation levels is likely to cost around 
£900,’ said Gareth Major, Design & 
Marketing at PYC Group.  ‘If the levels of 

insulation are increased to a higher level 
(up to Passivhaus Standards) the annual 
energy costs would be less than £100.  
Over the lifetime of a building, at today’s 
fuel prices, cost savings are likely to 
exceed £50,000.’
According to Gareth, the benefi ts 
from building sustainably are not only 
fi nancial, but environmental and social.  
‘An initial investment of improving 
the building fabric by increasing the 
insulation thickness will not only save 
the occupant money but enhance their 
overall quality of life by giving them a 
warmer, more comfortable environment 
to live in.’ 

Heating Options
The advancement of renewable heating 
options over the last few years have 
been signifi cant. There are now effi  cient 
solutions for almost every property. 
Speak with a professional about the 
benefi ts of renewable heating in your 
self-build. Well-insulated homes are best 
suited to an air or ground source heat 
pump. To reduce the cost of high hot 
water usage, consider a solar thermal 
system or hot water heat pump.

Electricity Options
Solar PV is the obvious choice for 
renewable electricity for your self-build. 
Panel prices have recently dropped 
making it a more aff ordable solution 
on the road to self-generation. The UK 
has a Feed-in Tariff  provided by the 

government too, which rewards you 
for solar installation and gives 20 years 
of tax-free income from the power you 
generate- that’s on top of the savings 
you’ll be making on electricity bills. If 
your property doesn’t have a south-
facing roof, solar panels are still an 
option. You could consider panels on 
another out building/garage or having a 
ground-mounted system in your garden.
When you’ve got a lot of land with your 
property you could also have a look into 
small-scale wind turbines. These latest 
renewable energy additions can generate 
power day and night when placed in the 
right location there are no restrictions, 
unlike solar, turbine generation also 
comes with the Feed-in Tariff  benefi ts.
If you are completing a self-build, 
consider getting renewable energy 
experts on board to assess your plans 
and advise on how to make them more 
eff ective.

Financial incentives
The Home Energy Scotland 
renewables loan scheme 
funded by the Scottish 
Government offers interest 
free loans up to £10,000 
for those who install a 
domestic renewables 
system.
The Renewable Heat 
Incentive (RHI) encourages 
uptake of renewable heat 
technologies. It provides 
financial support to the 
owner of the renewable 
heating system for seven 
years.
Under Feed-in Tariffs (FITs) 
you could be paid for the 
electricity you generate if 
you install or have installed 
an eligible system like 
solar PV, a wind or hydro 
turbine, or micro CHP.
Visit ofgem.gov.uk for 
more information.
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Your self-build specialists... 

ALISTAIR BARR set up this independent 
family-owned company in 2011 and he 
takes great pride in meeting every potential 
customer personally.    With experience in 
solar pv, (roof and ground mount), air-to-air 
and air-to-water heat pump systems,  wood 
burning and multi-fuel stoves, Alistair is well 
qualifi ed to advise and tailor each individual 
enquiry to the personal needs of each client.
Barr Renewables has experience throughout 
the UK in both the domestic and commercial 
markets and off ers a free no-obligation 
consultation to each enquiry.
With energy and climate change issues being 
highlighted every day, renewable energy is an 
attractive, effi  cient and economical method 
of heating your home, your business and your 
water.
New battery storage options for solar are now 
on the market allowing energy to be stored 
until required.   Solar water heating options 
are becoming more available too, off ering 
accessible choices to everyone.
With a guaranteed after-sales service off ered, 
Barr Renewables aims to ensure that every 
customer is a happy customer.  
Most of Alistair’s business is by word of mouth 
referral which is as good a testament as any! 
Barr Renewables does not believe in hard sell 
and does not employ salesmen.
Barr Renewables is a member of MCS, RECC 

and NAPIT, the regulatory bodies for the 
renewables industry ensuring that all works 
carried out are regulated, audited and 
assessed, an assurance for every client that 
their workmanship is to the highest standard.
If you’d like to make a no-commitment 
enquiry, contact Alistair Barr on (07554 
377491 or at info@barr-renewables.co.uk 
alternatively have a look on our facebook 
page )

Based in Scotland, Gleaner Oils is an 
established supplier of bulk fuels, lubricants 
and greases with over 60 years’ experience 
in the industry. We possess a distinguished 
track record of supplying fuel including 
heating oils, road fuels and LPG. We also sell 
a range of Atlas Storage tanks. 
Our network of depots situated throughout 
Scotland not only ensures that our 
customers have shorter delivery times for 
their orders, but that they receive a service 
provided by staff  who are well equipped 
with local knowledge. 
Our Sales team take pride in building lasting 
relationships with our customers, ensuring 
they learn the needs and requirements 
of our customers. Therefore, ensuring our 
customers receive a personalised service 
which best caters to their requirements. 
Our professional local teams are fully 
trained to lend the best advice and service. 

By becoming experts in our services our 
staff  can transfer to you the wealth of 
industry knowledge and expertise we have 
accumulated in our 60 plus years in the 
industry. 
For more information please visit www.
gleaner.co.uk. To receive a no obligation, free 
quotation please call our sales team on 0800 
833 534.

Barr Renewables Ltd

Gleaner Oils Ltd

NEW BUILD PROJECTS AND TWIN-WALL 

CHIMNEY DESIGN

The whole emphasis in chimney design is 
to minimise heat loss so that the fl ue gases 
remain hot right to the point where they exit 
the stack. There are compelling reasons for 
keeping a chimney as straight as possible as 
even slight bends introduce friction and in 
marginal situations this may be enough to 
upset performance.
The exit point for the head of a chimney is 
another critical factor in its performance. 
Every eff ort should be made to locate the 
terminal high up on the roof in an area 
of “clear air”. The ridge of a roof creates 
turbulence and down-draughts as do 
dormer windows and other projections. The 
safest bet is to bring the chimney head out 
within the top third of the slope, though a 
shallow-pitch roof creates less turbulence 
making location of the chimney head less 
critical.
Every eff ort should be made to keep the 

chimney within the warmth and shelter 
of the building. Exposing long lengths of 
sectional chimney is likely to result in severe 
fouling up of the chimney over time with 
deposits of moisture, tar and creosote.

Backwoodsman

Situated on the edge of Barcaldine Forest some 12 miles north of Oban, 
Backwoodsman is a family run business with over 38 years of experience in the 

Comprehensive advice is freely available to local customers and covers everything from 

www.backwoodsman-stoves.co.uk

Visit our excellent website which 

call us to arrange an appointment at 

contact us;-
Backwoodsman

Barcaldine By OBAN
Argyll PA37 1SG

Alistair Barr off ers green renewable 

energy in the form of solar panels for 

domestic homes and biomass boilers 

for commercial businesses.
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Job hunters enjoy the relaxed atmosphere at the cafe. 08_a04job01

EVERY Thursday in 
the Lochgilphead Com-
munity Centre job hunt-
ers can gather at the 
work shop cafe to enjoy, 
tea, cakes and compa-
ny while searching for 
work.

The evidence suggests 
this relaxed approached 
is working as plenty of 
people who have come 
through the cafe’s doors 
since last Easter have 
successfully found work 
or gone on to training. 

Meeting others
Two of the tutors – 

Brendan Docherty and 
Helena Greenlees – re-
alise that coming to the 
cafe means more to peo-

job. It’s about getting 
out and meeting others 
in the same situation. 

Brendan explained: 
‘We want to become a 
one-stop shop for any-
thing to do with jobs and 
employment.’ 

To accomplish this the 

cafe work with several 
partners, including Cit-
izens Advice Bureau, 
Adult Learning and the 
Job Centre. The nearest 
Job Centre to Lochgilp-
head is in Oban, so it is 
helpful that Job Centre 
staff regularly attend the 
Work Shop Cafe.

Christine Townsley is 
a regular and has found 
it very helpful.

She said: ‘It’s good to 
speak to the people here. 
You can talk to people 
like Brendan and Hele-
na. You’re put at ease 
and it’s all very relaxed.

‘Coming here makes 
you realise there are oth-
ers in the same position 
as you too.’ 

Christine is looking for 
work in areas such as 
childcare and hospitali-
ty. She added: ‘There’s 
not a lot of work but you 
just have to keep at it.’ 

The tutors and others 
involved with the initi-
ative can also help peo-

ple on a one to one level 
when needed.

Helena said: ‘Some 
people aren’t comfort-
able discussing certain 
things in the cafe which 
can get quite busy, so we 
can help one to one.’

Important
Because the internet is 

becoming increasingly 

applying for jobs, the 
cafe proveds computers 
as well as support in us-
ing them for those who 
need it.

The cafe staff see a 
wide range of people.

Brendan said: ‘It’s 
not just people who are 
signing on. We also see 
people who are look-
ing to change their ca-
reers or mothers who 
took time off with their 
children and want to 
get back into work. We 
work with Business 
Gateway and quite a few 
have gone on to start 
their own businesses.’ 

Councillor steps down from policy 
lead role for health and social care 
POPULAR Argyll and 
Bute councillor Mary- 
Jean Devon has an-
nounced she is to step 
down from her role as 

policy lead for health 
and social care inte-
gration.

Councillor Devon, 
who lives on Mull, 

will continue as local 
councillor for Oban 
South and the Isles. 

She will also remain 
as a Children’s Cham-
pion for Argyll and 
Bute, a role that she is 
very passiona te about. 

She said: ‘I have built 
up years of experience 
in that role now and 
know what’s involved 
in helping young peo-
ple in Argyll and Bute.’ 

Ms Devon believes 
people speaking up to 
protect children’s ser-
vices and education is 
more important now 
than ever, with Ar-
gyll and Bute Council 
looking to save £9 mil-
lion this year and more 
in years to come.

She said: ‘Some of 
the additional support 
needs, ASN, propos-

als should never have 
been put on the table 
and they caused panic. 

‘Every child who en-
ters school at whatever 
stage is assessed and 
if they are assessed 
as having additional 
needs they need to be 
supported. It’s a statu-
tory obligation.’ 

Proposals to cut addi-
tional support needs in 
the region saw a public 
outcry that culminated 
in children and parents 
protesting outside the 
council’s headquarters 
at Kilmory Castle last 
November. 

The heated meeting, 
where cuts were being 
discussed, saw the pro-
posed 45 per cent cut 
to ASN removed from 
the budget consulta-
tion.
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and stories to 
editor@argyllshire
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FINE Kintyre cheese 
will feature next week 
in a banquet for farmers, 
based on some of 
Scotland’s best produce.

The fantastic menu will 
grace NFU Scotland’s 
annual dinner as part of 
the union’s AGM in St 
Andrews on Thursday 
February 11.

Showcasing Scotch 
lamb and potatoes for 
the starter, the menu 

and cheeks for the main 
course and ice cream, 
ginger and beetroot for 

chocolate, Mull of 
Kintyre Cheddar and 
oatcakes will round 

CRARAE Gardens shut 
its gates as a precaution 
against storm Henry.

Thankfully, the gar-
dens, near Furnace, 
have only suffered mi-
nor storm damage so far 
this winter but concerns 
over high winds prompt-
ed this closure. 

There are also fears 
some plants may have 

cause of mild weather 
and are now being af-
fected by the worsening 
weather. 

Head gardner Mark 
Jeffrey said: ‘We hav-
en’t got much out just 
now.

‘But if it gets really 
mild in March and some 
of the early rhododen-
drons and magnolias 
come out all looking 
lovely and colourful 
then we get a hard snap 
that’s when the damage 
can occur. 

‘But we’re not at that 
stage yet.’

ARGYLL and Bute MP 
Brendan O’ Hara has 
asked Argyll and Bute 
Council not to remove 
funding from the Cit-
izens Advice Bureau 
(CAB).

In the council’s con-
sultation document, 
there is a proposal to 
remove funding from 
advice services and this 
will affect the Citizens 
Advice Bureau. 

Mr O’Hara said: ‘Last 

THE GROWING suc-
cess of Argyll and 
Bute’s Family Pathway 
Project has been show-
cased by the Scottish 
Government on its web-
site.

The project, part of 
the Early Years Col-
laborative, sees chil-
dren’s needs assessed 
from pre-birth until the 

midwives, health vis-

itors, nursery staff, 
school staff and other 
community services. 

place to have taken 
part in the project and 
a recent analysis of the 
work done there shows 
there is now greater 
joint working between 
relevant professionals 
and services are more 
person-centred and ac-
cessible to families. 

Argyll and Bute 
Council’s policy leader 
for education and life-
long learning, Council-
lor Rory Colville, said: 
‘The Family Pathway 
Project is a wonderful 
initiative which ensures 
the needs of children 
and their families are 
recognised at the earli-
est opportunity. It helps 
to ensure that we are 
getting it right for every 

child and provides sup-
port and reassurance to 
parents.

‘This project is a 
prime example of how 
our community plan-
ning partners are re-
sponding to the Chil-
dren and Young People 
(Scotland) Act 2014 
and its key principles 
where we must work 
together to ensure chil-
dren’s well-being.’

Crarae
Gardens
hit by 
storm

MP speaks out 
for Argyll and 
Bute Citizens 
Advice Bureau 

the Citizens Advice Bu-
reau will cost the coun-
cil money.

‘At a time when fund-
ing is being squeezed 
from every direction and 
in response to an aus-
terity agenda, I remain 
deeply opposed to los-
ing this service amongst 
so many invaluable third 
sector organisations. It 
will leave a deep void in 
our community, one that 
each of us could easily 

ent upon. 
‘I have written to Ar-

gyll and Bute Council 
advising this is false 
economy and urging 
them not to cut funding 
to this local asset.’

Argyll and Bute family project showcased

Brendan O’Hara wants the CAB to remain funded. a06Ohara01

vice advised clients on 
7,800 issues, saving 70 
from losing their homes 
and as a result CAB es-
timates it has saved the 
council £1.5m in addi-
tional expenses.  From 
an outlay which repre-
sents only four per cent 
of the savings to the 
local purse, this has to 
represent one of the best 
returns on investment 
choices I have seen.  It 
is mitigating expendi-
ture. Cutting funding to 

Mull of Kintyre Cheddar will form part of a 

top-notch menu. 

off the tasty fare. NFU 
Scotland president Allan 
Bowie commented: 
‘This dinner offers us 

savour the great food 
that Scottish farming 

delivers day in and 
day out and allows us 
all to take a bit of time 
out to appreciate the 
fantastic results of these 
endeavours.

‘I am particularly 

grateful to the companies 
throughout Scotland 
which have sponsored 
or supplied the produce 
for this year’s dinner. 

‘Scottish farming takes 
great pride in what we 
grow and to have a 
stronger food and drink 
industry that same 
passion has to go all 
the way to the table or 

exactly that. I am aware 
consumers, here and 
abroad, recognise and 
value the provenance 
and quality of the food 
we produce here in 
Scotland and I will 
continue to champion 
this cause.’
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DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE  

(DISABLED STREET PARKING – MID ARGYLL, KINTYRE & ISLAY)(VARIATION)
(NO.2)ORDER 201_

Argyll and Bute Council proposes to make an amendment to an existing Order in accordance with the introduction of the 

Disabled Persons’ Parking Places (Scotland) Act 2009 and the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984. The Order will introduce new 

bays and delete existing bays no longer required. The effect of the order will be to make it an offence for anyone to park in a 

marked disabled persons’ parking place  unless they are the holder of a valid blue badge and are using it in accordance with 

the terms of the national blue badge legislation.

This order affects the following streets:-

CAMPBELTOWN – Argyll Street, Davaar Avenue

LOCHGILPHEAD – Dewar Avenue, High Bank Park

BOWMORE – Main Street

Full details of these proposals, which form the proposed as “The Argyll and Bute Council (Disabled Street Parking – 
Mid Argyll, Kintyre & Islay) (Variation) (No.2) Order 201_”, together with Plans, and a Statement of Reasons for 

proposing to make this Traffic Regulation Order, are available for inspection during normal office hours Monday to Friday 

inclusive at the offices of:

(i) Argyll and Bute Council Offices, 1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead;

(ii) Argyll and Bute Council Offices, Burnet Building, Campbeltown;

(iii) Argyll and Bute Council Offices, Kilarrow House, Bowmore;

(iv) Argyll and Bute Council Offices, Kilmory, Lochgilphead.

Any person wishing to object to the proposals should send details of the grounds for objection in writing to the Head of 

Governance and Law, Argyll and Bute Council, Kilmory, Lochgilphead, Argyll by 26th February 2016.

Jim Smith, Head of Roads & Amenity Services, 1A Manse Brae, LOCHGILPHEAD PA31 8RD

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

FOR SALE
FORMER RHOIN ROADS DEPOT CAMPBELTOWN 

Offers in excess of £10,000 are sought and should be submitted 

by the closing date on Friday 22 April 2016.

For further information contact:

The Estates Office, Argyll and Bute Council, Customer Services, Helensburgh 

and Lomond Civic Centre, 38 East Clyde Street, Helensburgh G84 7PG.

Tel: 01436 658957

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Lochgilphead
Golf Club
AGM

9th February 
2016

7pm for 7.30pm
at the Club 

House
All Welcome

ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING

Macmillan Cancer 
Support - Campbeltown 

Monday 15th February 2016
Argyll Hotel, Main Street, 

Campbeltown

McCallum on 01586 552641

The Oban Times has an opportunity for a bright, passionate and 

hungry reporter to join our busy team in Oban.

The person we are looking for will be fully qualifi ed with shorthand, multi-media 
literate and be unafraid of hard work.
They will be bursting with ideas on where to look for stories, understand the 
importance of fostering great contacts and knowing their patch and be capable of 
working on their own initiative as well as part of a team.
They should also hold a full driving licence.
As well as writing for the newspaper of record for the West Highlands, they will 
be expected to take pictures on the job, as well as contribute to our social media 
channels.
In return for all this we off er a competitive salary, great experience and training, as 
well as private health care and an enhanced pension.
Please apply by email, sending your CV, plus a covering letter and some examples of 
your work to: Alison Arden - ali@obantimes.co.uk

Senior Reporter

Integrated Freight Facility, Annat, Corpach, PH33 7NN T: 01397 773840 E: hr@fergusontransport.co.uk

DESIGNATED PERSON ASHORE (DPA)

MARINE OPERATIONS ADMINISTRATOR

Salaries for these posts are dependent on experience.

Ferguson Transport & Shipping
Outstanding Marine Job Opportunities

MACLEOD 
CONSTRUCTION

REQUIRE
COUNTERBALANCE

FORK-LIFT 
OPERATOR

WRITTEN 
APPLICATIONS 

WITH  CURRENT 
QUALIFICATIONS 

REQUIRED
Kilmory Industrial Estate
Lochgilphead PA31 8RR

or e-mail – 
lil@mkmacleod.co.uk

PROPERTY

Scottish Calendars 2016 ORDER ONLINE 
AT 

www.scottish
calendars.co.uk 

or call us on 01371 
851 868 

Quoting coupon 
code CAL16PA-

PERS 
OR POST ALL 
ORDERS TO: 

Wyvex Media Limited, 
FREEPOST RTEY 
YUBG TYUB Trinity 
House, Sculpins Lane, 

Essex CM7 4AY

£11.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

H U R R Y
while stocks

L A S T



Boatman – Fixed Term Contract
Loch Etive, near Taynuilt

Dawnfresh Farming Ltd, part of the Dawnfresh Seafoods Group, is the 
largest Trout Farming Company operating in the UK.  Our Marine and 
Freshwater farms are located throughout Scotland, England and Ireland.

You will be responsible for skippering our workboats and must hold either a 

This position is initially for a period of 6 months with the possibility of being 
made permanent at the end of the contract.
If you are interested in applying for this position please send your CV, by 
24 February 2016, to:
Jane McCusker, HR Advisor, Dawnfresh Seafoods Ltd, Bothwellpark 

Scotland’s Business of The Year  
is looking for a… 

Quarry Point, Loch Fyne 

Competitive salary dependent on experience  

…to join our team of passionate aquaculture professionals. 
We are currently recruiting for a Senior Marine Operative based at our site at Quarry Point, Loch Fyne. 

Under the direction of the site manager, you will lead a small team in all the day to day operations of 
the site and will assume responsibility for staff, vessels and equipment.  

Applicants must have proven leadership, fish husbandry and organisational abilities along with good 
numerical and IT skills. The successful applicant must also be committed to high standards of health & 
safety of staff and understand the importance of environmental issues. A full clean driving licence is 
also essential for this position. 

The Scottish Salmon Company is 100% focused on Scotland. We produce our salmon with a pride 
recognised at home and around the World. We require passionate individuals dedicated to delivering 
the highest standards in all aspects of our business from animal husbandry to customer service. 

In return we offer a competitive salary package within a successful and innovative company committed 
to sustainability.  To apply and/or request a detailed job specification please use the contact details 
below.  Please note applications are requested by CV and covering letter. 

Angela Gibson 
The Scottish Salmon Company 
Ardkinglas, Cairndow, Argyll, PA26 8HB 
Tel: 01499 600 430 angela.gibson@scottishsalmon.com 

Closing date for applications: Monday 15th February 2016 
www.scottishsalmon.com

Senior Marine Operative  

The purpose of the SCTS is supporting justice. We fulfi l that purpose by providing the 
people, buildings and services needed to support the judiciary, courts, tribunals and the 
Offi ce of the Public Guardian.

The SCTS is committed to equality and diversity in employment and service delivery www.scotcourtstribunals.gov.uk

Administration Offi cer 
Campbeltown Sheriff and Justice of the Peace Court 
From £16,200 pro rata
Permanent Part-time (1 full week (37 hrs) in every 4 weeks to cover court sitting. 
Additional hours may be offered on an ad hoc basis for holiday cover and training)
Outline of job role and purpose
To undertake a number of general administrative duties including:
•  Processing and distributing incoming mail to colleagues. 
•  Creating and updating records on our in-house computer system and data input.
•  Producing court documents.
•  Preparing fi les for court hearings.
•  General photocopying and fi ling.
•  Dealing with numerical calculations.
•  Accounting for monies in accordance with fi nancial guidelines.
•  Undertake light portering duties as required.
•  You will have regular contact with court users, including members of the Judiciary and the legal profession. As such you be 

required to competently answer queries giving consistent and reliable advice. 
•  You will work within a small team with regular management support and will be responsible for your own time. 
•  Assist with preparing statistical information and other returns to ensure standards of work meet the agreed level. 
•  Assist in clearing up of criminal courts by preparing court minutes, issuing letters, ordering reports and fi ling complaints as necessary.
•  Process and enter fi ne payments onto computer system and reconcile at end of day. 
The above lists are not exhaustive and the job holder may be required to undertake such duties as may reasonably be requested 
within the scope of the post.
Outline of candidate profi le.
You as one of the successful candidates must be focused on providing a high quality service to all court users. You should have 
a fl exible approach to work and be prepared to work in a team environment and be willing to develop and acquire new skills 
as your job demands. The ability to get on with others is an essential quality. 
We offer an interesting work environment, 25 days holiday entitlement (pro rata), 11.5 days Public and Privilege holidays (pro rata) 
and a civil service pension. Training is provided and there are a variety of opportunities for career progression in the service.
If you are interested in this challenging and rewarding opportunity, you may apply online at www.scotcourts.gov.uk/
recruitment. For further information on the post please contact David Bell, Executive Support Offi cer, North Strathclyde 
Business Team, Paisley. Email: dbell@scotcourts.gov.uk, Direct Dial: 0141 847 6721.
There are no formal qualifi cations for this post.
The closing date for the post is 26th February 2016.
Interviews will be held on the 17th March 2016.

The Scottish Courts and Tribunals Service is exempt from the protections of the Rehabilitation of Offenders Act (1974). 
This permits us to ask applicants details of both spent and unspent convictions, along with details of any formal cautions that 
you may have. Individuals without existing security clearance will always be considered as all successful applicants will require 

a standard level Disclosure check completed before employment can commence.

Area Manager
Loch Etive, near Taynuilt

Dawnfresh Farming Ltd, part of the Dawnfresh Seafoods Group, is the 
largest Trout Farming Company operating in the UK.  Our Marine and 
Freshwater farms are located throughout Scotland, England and Ireland.

already be a Farm Manager within the aquaculture industry.  Essential 

op your management career within a company at the forefront of UK trout 
farming 

If you are interested in applying for this position please send your CV, by 

Jane McCusker, HR Advisor, Dawnfresh Seafoods Ltd, Bothwellpark 
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Join the 8th largest newspaper in Scotland and its associated magazines, 

publications and digital media as you launch your new career in Scottish media.

Wyvex Media publishes The Oban Times, Argyllshire Advertiser, Campbeltown 
Courier and Arran Banner along with a host of holiday publications, beautifully 
illustrated maps, area directories and special community and business led 
supplements.
As we enter a new era, we are looking for a dynamic individual to join our fantastic 
team, who will engage with our customers in the communities that we serve and 
possess the skills and personality to be a conversation starter, good listener and 
creative thinker. Although this position is Campbeltown based willingness to travel 
is essential. 
Whilst experience in this fi eld is preferred, it is more important that the newest 
member of our team has drive, ambition, a positive attitude and the desire to learn, 
develop and advance in their career.
If this sounds like you then we would love to hear from you. We off er full training 
and support, excellent rates of pay, a pleasant working environment and all the 
benefi ts associated with a major employer in the West of Scotland.

A full driving licence is essential. Closing date: Friday 5th February 2016.

In the fi rst instance, please email your CV 

to Fiona Bennett, HR Manager at 

fi ona@wyvexmedia.co.uk or call 

Nicky Murphy, Advertising Director (Designate) 

for an initial discussion on 01631 568000

Kick Start Your Career 
in Media Sales and Marketing
Advertising Sales Executive - Campbeltown based
Wyvex Media Publications group

PA for Independent Living required

Community Enablement Co-ordinator
Argyll and Bute TSI are seeking part-time co-ordinators 

to work on their community resilience as 
Community Enablement co-ordinator (2 posts):

Lorn & the Isles (20 hours per week) and Lochgilphead, 
Mid-Argyll (7.5 hours per week) – Salary £11.25 per hour.

The co-ordinator will establish and deliver a range of 
initiatives as part of a team designed to support older 

people to remain living in their own homes, to make social 
connections, and reduce loneliness.

The closing date is 22nd February at 5pm and interviews 
will take place in early March.  For job description and 

application pack phone 01631 564839 
or email shirley@argylltsi.org.uk . 

For informal discussion phone 01631 564839 
and speak to Glenn Heritage, CEO, ABTSI. 

Charity No: SC 029947   Company No: 277345

Enable Scotland
We are now 
looking to recruit 
• Full and part time 
 support workers £7.80 ph
• Local Administrator 16hrs

For further information

Please contact Kirsty on 01631 565062 
between 10am - 2pm

email kirsty.mackenzie@enable.org.uk 
Application forms can be found on 

Enable Scotland’s website or collected 
from our local office at Unit 3, 

Macleod Buildings, Lochavullin Road, Oban.

We are looking for someone with excellent people skills, 
able to communicate effectively with customers in person 
and on the phone, well developed IT skills, organisation 
and time management skills. Sales experience would also 

based on experience. Immediate start.

Please send your CV and covering letter to West 
Property, 9 Combie St, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HN.

n.macphail@west-property.co.uk.

West Property is looking for 
an energetic and ambitious 
person to join our rapidly 

growing Estate and Letting 
agency based in Oban.

VALMAR  HANDLING SERVICES LTD
Valmar are the UK’s leading Sideloader Manufacturer who 

distribute to companies both in the UK and Europe.

We are currently seeking -  
Experienced fi eld service engineers across the north of Scotland
The key responsibilities are –

• Service, Maintenance and Repair of both Valmar’s and our Clients Mechanical  
 Handling Fleets.
•  The ability to fault fi nd both  Mechanical and Electrical  problems.
•  Experience on Diesel Sideloaders and Diesel Counterbalance trucks is essential.
•  To posses First Class communication skills.

Client Base

Our Client base consists of “Blue Chip” Steel, Concrete and Timber Accounts 
(including the largest home grown timber company in the UK).

Qualifi cations

As a Field Service Engineer you will be responsible for the planned service and 
maintenance of our material handling fl eet primarily in and around the Scottish 
area.

Ideally you would have electrical / mechanical qualifi cations and have the 
experience to work on your own initiative.

Specifi c product training will be provided as required.

A competitive salary, transport and benefi ts package is included.

To apply please email a CV to martinvalente@valmarhandling.co.uk, or 

post to:- Martin Valente,, Valmar Handling  Services Ltd., 17 Springburn 

Place, College Milton, East Kilbride, G74 5NU.

PERSONAL ASSISTANT/
CARER

Campbeltown Area Two posts
We require a personal assitant/
carer to assist a gentleman with 

day to day living tasks in his 
own home.

Hours negotiable
Advanced PVG will be required.

Please apply to Box No. 127, 
Campbeltown Courier, Longrow 
South, Campbeltown, PA28 6AE.
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Closing date: 19 February 2016.

To apply visit our website

Pupil Escort (Permanent)
£13,909 - £15,202 pro rata  Tarbert Academy Ref: CTF01003

26.25 hours per week, term time

☎ 01546 604334

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

www.westcoastjobs.co.uk

www.facebook.com/campbeltowncourier
www.facebook.com/argyllshireadvertiser
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Argo Avenger 2009 26hp

Calum Hogg Bidwells, Fort William 
calum.hogg@bidwells.co.uk    01397 608535

709.4hours

Reasonable 

condition for age.

£4,500 
+ VAT

SPECIAL OFFER
NEW HONDA TRX420 FM1

STODDARTS OF OBAN
01631 564176/07799692072

WITH FREE LOGIC TRAILER 

WORTH £800+VAT.

ALL FOR ONLY 

£5,990 + VAT
OR 

FROM £48 PER WEEK

HURRY WHILST 

STOCK LASTS!!

Seat Leon S Copa TSI

Tel: 07947 855941

2011, Silver hatchback, 
24,000 miles, 
immaculate. MOT april 16, 
steering wheel controls, 
bluetooth etc. Manual. 
Fast and economical. 

£6700 o.n.o.

Call 07789855381 
for a hassle free sale 

WANTED
touring caravans, camper vans, 

motorhomes, all makes and models, 
any age, mileage or condition.  

Collection anywhere.  
Top cash prices paid.

Telephone 07546 788945

WANTED
All types of good quality 4 x 4 vehicles, 

Landrovers, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford etc 
and all 4 x 4 pickups, must be good 

condition and reasonable mileage.  Older 
4 x 4’s and non runners/MOT failures etc 

considered.  Will collect.  

Telephone 01250 884306 or 
mobile 07885 203020

WANTED
All types of motor homes and 

caravanettes.  Any age or condition.  We 
also buy water damaged or in need of 

repair.  Also all types of touring caravans 
from 95 onwards.

Telephone 07340367285 or 
01382 843415

WANTED
Any 4x4, Landrover, Nissan, 
Mitsubishi, Toyota etc, MOT 

failure or high mileage 
considered.

Tel 
07703490572

ask for 
Robert

WANTED
All 4 x 4s, 

old or new 
Toyota Hilux, 
land cruiser, 
all pickups 
single or 

double cabs, 
any condition, 
runner or not, 
high miles no 

problem.

Telephone William 07730 130284 or 07538671625 or 
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

WANTED 4x4’s
all makes and models, Toyota, 

Landrover, Mitsibushi, also light 
commercials, vans, pickups bought, 

miles no problem, MOT or not, instant 
decision, same day payment.

Contact William 07730 130284 or 07538671625 or 
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

WANTED
motor homes, caravanettes and 

camper vans, all makes or models 
considered.  Also touring caravans 

and statics, instant decision, 
same day payment.

WANTED
DO YOU OR YOUR COMPANY HAVE VEHICLE(S) 

YOU ARE LOOKING TO DISPOSE OF?
WE BUY ALL 4X4'S AND COMMERCIAL TYPE VEHICLES

(OTHER VEHICLES, CARS, PLANT, MACHINERY CONSIDERED)
ANY AGE, MAKE, MODEL, MILEAGE OR CONDITION

SINGLE VEHICLES TO YOUR ENTIRE FLEET PURCHASED
WE COME TO YOU AND CAN DO SAMEDAY COLLECTION 

AND PAYMENTS
FOR FAST RESPONSE AND A HASSLE FREE SERVICE

CALL ONE OF OUR TEAM NOW
0800 002 9966

WE COLLECT ANYWHERE IN SCOTLAND

£££££££ £££££££

Call 07789855381 
for a hassle free sale 

WANTED
any 4x4 vehicle, Landrover, Toyota, 

Mitsubishi etc, all makes and models, any 
age, mileage or condition, non runners/

MOT failures accepted.  Collection 
anywhere.  Top cash prices paid.

Tel: 01855 831279

Willerby Westmorland 
Caravan 2004

32 x 12, sleeps 6.
Very good condition.

£4,500

Kangoo Van

Phone evening 01631 770647

Nice van 

Low mileage

MOT

Sat nav and new 

tyres.

£4500

MOBILITY VAN
RENAULT MASTER SL28 2.2 DIESEL

Tel: 07785 542811 Campbeltown

May 2002, but only 

79,000 miles, rear 

wheelchair hoist

For spares or repair, 

non runner, needs 

engine replacement.

Off ers when 
seen.

West Coast MOTOR

fi nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/
campbeltowncourier

www.facebook.com/
argyllshireadvertiser
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Contact Mark 
07879 660 494

WANTED
Looking for Old Tractors and 

Landrovers, Case IH, David 
Brown, Defenders, 

Old Series 2 and 3 etc

Fiat Punto Active Sport 1.2, 54 reg.

Tel: 07928 888128

12 months MOT, 74,000 
miles, Alloys, Elec 
Windows, CD player,
Towbar & Electrics, 4 new 
tyres, good condition for 
year,  good on fuel, cheap 
to insure.

£950 o.n.o.

Dacia Sandero = from £5,995*

Dacia Sandero Stepway = from £8,395*

Dacia Duster = from £9,495*

Sandero shown is a Laureate 1.2 16V 75 from £7,995.
sandero Stepway shown is a Laureate TCe 90 from £9,795.

Duster shown is a Laureate dCi 110 4X2 from £12,995.
Metallic paint optional on Sandero/Duster at £470.

Logan MCV Estate = from £6,995

New and Pre-Reg 
Renaults and Dacias 
ready for immediate 

delivery

Scotland’s most established 
Renault dealer

NOW AVAILABLE
The New Dacia Range 
from £5,995*

USED CARS

65 Renault Captur DYN S Nav, 1.5 DCi , 5Dr, Grey/ Black, Delivery 
Mileage ......................................................................................£15,950
15 Renault DYN, Media/Nav, 1.5Dci, 5Dr, Black, 
Delivery Mileage ........................................................................£12,950
14 Dacia Duster Laureate DCi 4x2, grey, 3100 miles....................£11,995
14 Renault Scenic Dyn, Energy DCi, 1.5, T/tom, Black, 
15,250 miles ..............................................................................£12,950
64 Renault Twingo DYN TCE SS, 3Dr ,White, 10,000 Miles .............£8,995
64 Renault Clio EXP+, 1.2, 5Dr ,Grey ,10,000 Miles ......................£8,950
14 Ford Ka, Plain Red, 6600 miles.................................................£5,950
63 Skoda Octavia S, TDI Estate Silver 14,000 miles .....................£12,995

62/13 Renault Megane dyn, 1.6, coupe, silver, 13,000 miles ........£9,450
62 Renault scenic XMode DYN, T/T, DCi, Red, 41,000 Miles ...........£8,500
12 Renault Clio Exp +, 1.2, 3dr White, 18,250 miles.....................£5,750
61 Renault Wind roadster, GT line 1.6 convertible, black, 
58,000 miles ................................................................................£5,250
11 Renault Clio DYN, T/tom DCi Est 1.5, Blue, 52,500 miles ..........£6,250
11 Peugeot 308 Access SW HDi Est, 1.5 , Black, 46000 Miles ........£6,250
10 Renault Megan EXP, 1.5DCi h/b, 5Dr, Red, 63,000 Miles ...........£4,500
59 Ford Fiesta Titanium 1.6 3 dr blue, 67,000 miles......................£4,500

09 Vauxhall Corsa Active, 1.3CDTi, 3Dr, Red, 72,000 Miles ..................... £3,750
56 Citreon Picasso 1.6DCi, silver, 44,000 miles..............................£2,250

COMMERCIALS

15 Renault Kango ML19 DCi, White, Delivery Mileage, Choice of 2 ... POA
15 Renault Kangoo LL21 DCi 90 Through Van, 2Lt CDV, White, Delivery 
Mileage ............................................................................................ POA
11 Vauxhall Combo 1700 cdti, white, 61,000 miles .............£4,250+VAT
60 Vauxhall Vivara DCI Van ............................................. £7,000 plus VAT
08 Renault Master SWB, White............................................£6,000+VAT
08 Renault Traffi  c LL29 DCi 115, Silver, 57,000 ................................. POA

These are just a small selection of cars currently in our showrooms

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE TO VIEW A 

MORE COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF 

VEHICLES ON OFFER

Approved Renault Dealer

www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street. 

Tel: 01499 302150 Fax: 01499 302281

Lochgilphead - Highbank Park. 

Tel: 01546 606767 Fax: 01546 606272

FIND US 

WD Semple

Dacia Sandero a four-time 
winner at What Car? awards

Dacia has picked up the title of 
What Car? 2016 ‘Best Small Car 
for less than £12,000’ with its 
Sandero 1.2 Ambiance hatch-
back for the fourth consecutive 
year.

First picking up the accolade 
in 2013 following the brand’s 
entrance into the UK car market, 
and retaining the award in 2014 
and 2015, the practical and 
aff ordable supermini has taken 

the honours once more to truly 
reaffi  rm its popularity alongside 
the rest of Dacia’s ‘shockingly 
aff ordable’ range.

Commenting on the decision 
to give the award to the San-
dero for the fourth time, Jim 
Holder, editorial director, What 
Car? said: ‘If you're looking for 
budget motoring, it’s hard to go 
wrong with the Dacia Sandero.

In entry-level specifi cation it’s 

the cheapest new car available 
in the UK, yet it off ers comfort-
able seating for four adults and 
a big boot. We’d recommend 
spending a little more on the 
slightly higher-specifi cation 
Ambiance version, though. It 
adds several key creature com-
forts, including remote central 
locking, electric front windows 
and Bluetooth connectivity, 
which makes the Sandero 
much more enjoyable to own.’

Louise O’Sullivan, Head of 
Dacia UK said: ‘We’re delighted 
that the judges at What Car? 
have recognised the Sandero’s 
qualities for a fourth consec-
utive year – especially given 
that starting from a ‘shockingly 
aff ordable’ price of £5,995 you 
can get one from just half the 
amount of the category it com-
petes in.’

The Dacia Sandero is a fi ve-

door hatchback, available in 
three trim levels with a choice 
of two petrol engines and one 
diesel engine. Pricing starts 
from £5,995, making it the 
lowest priced new car on sale 
in the UK today. The specifi c 
Ambiance version chosen by 
What Car? comes with features 
such as Bluetooth connectivity, 
electric windows and USB con-
nectivity.

Dacia continued its prodi-
gious rise in the UK with an-
other strong year of sales, with 
26,267 new Dacia vehicles sold 
during 2015, up 10 per cent 
compared to 2014. Dacia re-
corded 3.5 million sales across 
Europe in November 2015 since 
relaunching in 2004.

For more information on the 
Sandero, as well as the rest of 
Dacia’s award-winning range, 
please visit www.dacia.co.uk

ING TIMES SELLING YOUR MOTOR?
Call 01586 554646  or  01546 602345
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 BABY EQUIPMENT
BABY COT and mattress, 
white, good condition £15.  
Changing table with drawer, 
beech,  v.good condition, 
£15 or both for £25 
Telephone 07526 724597.
CHILD CAR SEAT Make: 
Britax Renaissance. Child 
weight range 9-18 kg. Good 
condition,  £10 Telephone 
07840 892077.
C H I L D / B A B Y 
BACKPACK CARRIER 
Macpac Vamoose carrier, 
size 2 (medium), with 
sombrero (!) and midge 
net. Also attached child 
backpack. Good condition,  
£30 Telephone 07840 
892077.
KIDDYCARE CAR 
SEAT ex condition used 
occasionally for grandkids,  
up to 36 kgs, can email 
photo,  £20 Telephone 
01631 720369.

 BUILDING / DIY
CENTRAL HEATING 
CONTROLLER Honeywell 

control pack,  motorised 
valve, cylinder sensor, 24 hr 
programmer, unused, cost 
£150 new!  £50 Telephone 
07788 833110.
PINE INTERIOR DOORS 
2 x 8pane glazed doors, 
unpainted, g.c, 1970mm x 
760mm, also available two 
solid 4 panel doors,  £30 
Telephone 01631 563096.
SUN MAR EXCEL NE 
Composting Toilet,  £400 
ono Telephone 07771 
947061.

 CAR ACCESSORIES
LIGHT BOARD - 3 FT,  
3 ft light board for trailer. 
Used twice, excellent 
condition,  £10 Telephone 
01631 358058.

 CLOTHES, SHOES 
AND ACCESSORIES

PLUS SIZE LADIES 
CLOTHES Sizes 
20 - 24, lovely tops, 
blouses, trousers and 
jackets. 6 large bags for 
quick sale,  £60 the lot 
Telephone 07928 529612 
Campbeltown.

 COMPUTERS AND 
GAMES

EPSON STYLUS SX130 
series printer used twice,  
£20 Telephone 01631 
562750.

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

IRONING BOARD / 
STEAM IRON Brabantia 
ironing board c/w spare 
cover & Phillips steam 
iron,  £17.50 Telephone 
01586 551658.

STOVES NEW HOME 
built in electric oven 
900mm, very clean, good 
condition,  £50 Telephone 
01866 822051.
WHITE GOODS brown 
goods and other items 
that would suit a one 

Telephone 07480 626519.

 DOMESTIC PETS
ENGLISH SPRINGER 
SPANIEL PUPS liver & 
white, both parents from 
working strains and can 
be seen, mum KC Reg, 
three bitches left, ready 
January 30th onwards, 
£350 Telephone 01700 
811364 or 07584 664050 
².
LABRADOR PUPPIES 
C h o c o l a t e / B l a c k 
Labrador Pups. Both 
mum and dad can 
be seen. Ready 12th 
March. Bitches and 
dogs still available,  
£400 Telephone 01631 
711856².

 FURNITURE
COFFEE TABLE wood 
with 2 glass panels in 
top and bottom shelf 53” 
x23” x 16” high,  £40 
Telephone 01631 562750.
LIVING ROOM UNIT 
walnut effect, with two 
drawers, good condition, 
buyer to collect,  £50 
Telephone 01631 720208.
PINE BEDROOM 
FURNITURE 6 drawer 
pine dressing table-L56”/
D18”/H29” with separate 
pine triple mirror. Also 
stool. Exc condition,  £90 
Telephone 01631 564326.
PINE BEDROOM 
FURNITURE 2 x pine 
chest of drawers-L26”/
D18”/H29” (3 drawer) & 2 
x bedside cabinets-L18”/
D16”/H26” (3 drawer). 
Exc condition,  £90 
Telephone 01631 564326.
PINE CABINETS two 
three drawer bedside 
pine cabinets, height 24”, 
width 16” approx, depth 
17”,  £20 Telephone 
01770 302096.
PINE TABLE and 4 
chairs,  £30 Telephone 
01586 553533 or 07765 
901928.
SINGLE BED very good 
condition, rarely used 
(ex Matheson’s),  £50 
Telephone 07492 859094.
SUPER KING BED as 
new condition, only 2 
1/2 years old, bought 
from Next and can 
be seen on the Next 
Website - look for Paris 
Bedstead.  Cost £750 
without mattress, will sell 

for £300 complete with 
mattress, some bedding 
free if needed.  Sorry 
no offers.  Headboard 
mink padded 44 ½ inches 

deliver.  Telephone 01546 
606134².
TV UNIT solid wood, 
medium colour, with 2 
shelves and 4 DVD storage 
drawers. 100cm wide x 
55cm deep x 58cm high,  
£20 Telephone 01631 
720088.
WARDROBE white, 
medium sized (H168cm 
X W76cm X D18cm), 
good condition, Ideal for 
children’s bedroom,  £15 
Telephone 01546 603465².

 HEALTH AND 
FITNESS

EXERCISE MACHINE 
STRIDE - Twist & Stride 
exercise machine. Cost £90 
new,  £30 Telephone 01586 
551658.

 HEATING, FIRES AND 
FIREPLACES

DIMPLEX ELECTRIC 
STOVE 2kw Log Effect 
Effect free standing 
electric stove (black). 
Cost £130 new. In 
excellent condition. 
(+ 2kw fan heaters),  
£35 Telephone 01586 
551658.

 HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

PEARLISED PAPER 
& CARD White, Blue 
and Pink colours in 
stock available in A3/
A4/A5 sizes, from 13p 
per sheet. Contact Krisp 
Print. Telephone 01586 
554975.

 HOME FURNISHINGS
M O D E R N 
OVERMANTEL MIRROR 
bevelled mirror with curved 
top in gold coloured frame. 
Contemporary style. 122cm 
wide x 87cm high,  £40 
Telephone 01631 720088.
NEW WHITE CURTAINS 

grey see through design, 
116” Long x57  1/2” wide, 
can email photos, loops for 
pole,  £10 Telephone 01631 
720369.
SS CURTAIN POLES thin 
Ikea curtain poles curled 
ends 7ft long with an extra 
39 “ piece if needed, can 

£5 Telephone 01631 
720369.
TOLEDO RUG exceptional 
quality, deep pile 9’ x 6’.  
Green/cream/littlepink.  
Cost £269(receipt available) 
as new ,  £99.99 Telephone 
01631 562750.

 LEISURE AND 
LIFESTYLE

BABYLISS ELECTRIC 
HOTSTIX in carry case,  
£20 Telephone 01631 
562750.
BRAUN UNIVERSELLE 
CORDLESS Tong 
and brush, gas.  Brand 
new, still boxed,  £10 
Telephone 01631 562750.

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS, featuring 
spectacular photography 
of some of our most 
scenic lochs, rivers, 
beaches and mountains. 
Places include: Stirling, 
Fort William, Glencoe, 
Aberdeen, Isle of Skye, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Loch Lomond, Kelso, 
Aviemore, Forfar, Rum 
and Eigg, Shetland, 
Glentrool and Dryburgh. 
Always a popular gift 
for family and friends 
at home or abroad. 
Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk
OBAN TIMES 
WEST HIGHLAND 
CALENDAR, fabulous 
views of the West 
Highlands portrayed 
in this handy and 
conveniently sized 
calendar. Places include: 
Inveraray, Appin, 
Oban, Seil, Isle of 
Mull, Campbeltown, 
Tarbert, Machrihanish, 
Fort William.  Ideal for 
home offices or as a gift. 
Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk

 MOBILE AND HOME 
TELEPHONES

GIGASET CORDLESS 
PHONE lots of features,  
£10 Telephone 01631 
562750.

 MOBILITY
WALKING FRAME 3 
wheeled with shopping 
bag,  £20 Telephone 
01631 562750.
WHEELCHAIR self 
propelled(wheel rims) 
slightly rusty.  Free to a 
good home. Telephone 
01631 562750.

 OUTDOOR SPORTS 
EQUIPMENT

SKI EQUIPMENT 1.9m 
Blizzard skis, poles and 
carry bag. Salomon SX51 
Ski Boots size 10 and 
carry bag,  £75 Telephone 
01631 770357.

 PHOTOGRAPHY
CAMERA TRIPOD 
(Vanguard) as new,  £15 
Telephone 01631 562750.

 POWER TOOLS
ANGLE GRINDER 
Hitatchi  110v 4 inch 
angle grinder with carry 
case, used once as new,  
£25 Telephone 07788 
833110.
HEAVY DUTY Black 
& Decker electric 
strimmer.  Tarbert area,  
£25 Telephone 07507 
093239.
STIHL CHAINSAW 
023 14 inch bar, needs 
minimal attention. 
Tarbert area,  £70 
Telephone 07507 093239.

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

C O L O U R 
PHOTOCOPYING A4/
A3, singel/double sided, 
reduce/enlarge, from 

originals, files on disk or 
by email. A4 copies from 
25p. Call Krisp Print.  
Telephone 01586554975.
ENVELOPES Wide 
range of sizes and 
colours, sold individually 
or by the box. Contact 
Krisp Print.  Telephone 
01586 554975.

YOUR LOCAL WEST HIGHLAND OFFICES:
OBAN : The Oban Times, Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

FORT WILLIAM : The Oban Times, Mamore House, The Parade, Fort William PH33 6BA
CAMPBELTOWN : The Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6AE

LOCHGILPHEAD : Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8NB

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE MONDAY 4.00pm
NO MORE THAN 20 WORDS PLEASE

ITEM ................................................................................................................................................

DESCRIPTION ................................................................................................................................

 ........................................................................................................................................................

 ........................................................................................................................................................

PRICE ......................................................TELEPHONE .................................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON
FOR MULTIPLE ITEMS INPUT YOUR DETAILS ONLINE AT

 www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

Fill in the form below and hand it in to any of our offices with 
your chosen image (details below)

COLLECTION

Telephone 01631 568000

Antique medals and bank 
notes. Great addition to 

any collection. 
£120
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*

SELL WITH A 
PHOTO FOR 

ONLY £16

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/
argyllshireadvertiser

www.facebook.com/
campbeltowncourier

 01371 851868 
www.scotsheritagemagazine.com

Now the official magazine 
of the Standing Council 

of Scottish Chiefs, 
the new-look Scots 

Heritage magazine is an 
unbeatable read. 

UK subscription: £15  
Worldwide subscription: £25

Subscribe to

SCOTS
Heritage Magazine

ONLY 
£15
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PERSONAL NOTICES

Love from all 
the family

Happy 18th 
Birthday 

Ewan Meikle

Have a fab day!
Love from Joanne,

David & Tasha, Christopher & 
Cheril,

Leanne, Rachel and Teigan, 
Wee David and Wee Christopher.

DAVID STEWART
Happy 50th 
Birthday

My sisters and I would like to 
thank everyone for coming out and 
celebrating Mum and Dad's Golden 
Wedding Anniversary, and for the 

received.

Angela Baldwin.

THANK YOU
Happy 50th 

Birthday
Love from 

Ellen and Tina

DAVID STEWART

John and Ismay Duncan, 
Dental Practitioners 

wish to inform all patients that the 
practice will change ownership 
on February 5, 2016. The new 
owners will be Raghu and Sakshi 
Verma Lal. We would like to thank 
all of our staff and our patients for 
their loyalty over so many years 
and wish our successors an 
equally long and happy time in 
the practice.

CELEBRATE 
A LOVED 

ONE’S
BIRTHDAY 

WITH A 
PERSONAL
NOTICE?

Call 01586 
554646  or

01546 602345

KINTYRE KLEENERS
Pam & Peter would 
like to thank all our 
customers for their 
valued custom over 

the years.

MACQUEEN
BROS LTD

Removals/Storage 
& Self Storage
Full range of packing 

materials
Glengallan Road

Oban, Argyll
PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE

HOOK DATA 
SERVICES

•Hardware, Software
•Advice, Repairs
•Consumables

Crinan Harbour by 
Lochgilphead PA31 8SW
Tel: 01546 830157

Call in
or phone

COMPUTER SERVICES

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Doors &  WindowsGarage Doors
GRP/Flat Roofs

Carports and Door canopies

Composite Decking

Conservatories/Porches

TEL 01631 720074 or 07776402550

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

CHIMNEY SERVICES

SERVICE TO 
PROMOTE?

Call 01586 554646
 or  01546 602345

PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEERSSTOVES
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Thought for 
the Week
with Marilyn Shedden

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Est. 1978Funeral Directors
& Monumental Suppliers

T.A.Blair LtdT.A.Blair Ltd
Funeral Directors

& Monumental Suppliers

Burnside Street, Campbeltown
Funerals carried out in Campbeltown, 

Kintyre and throughout the UK
For personal attention assured at all times
Telephone Alasdair, Kenneth or Rhys

(01586) 552918 or Mobile 07810 443473
blairfunerals@btinternet.com

Agents for

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which 
relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications owned by 
Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited 
Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The 
Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and 
comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement 
by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on 
acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed 

by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the 
Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher 
reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of 
the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and 
Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to 
recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be 
settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the 
Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned 
by any total or partial failure (however caused) of publication or 
distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement 
is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission 
in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the 
Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of 

the advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable refund or 
adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be 
made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract 
from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within fourteen 
days of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total liability of 
the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount 
of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular 
advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a 
further or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably 
comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the 
Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling 
upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened legal 
actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one or 
more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy 

instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/
Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order 
by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with 
the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 
days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  
In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment 
interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the 
due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a 
late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late 
payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given 
and to raise an additional invoice for the discount which will be treated 
as though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our 
conditions.

fi nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/
campbeltowncourier

www.facebook.com/
argyllshireadvertiser

TARBERT

LOCHGILPHEAD

NEXT week those of us in the Christian tradition 
begin our journey into Lent.

preparation. It is a time we remember the last 
weeks of Jesus’ life.

It is a time we pause to think of the spiritual part 
of ourselves.

On Tuesday, many of us will enjoy the traditional 

they drip with butter or syrup.

To prepare them for this the people often fasted 
and went without meat, fat, eggs and dairy 

things before Lent began.

wilderness.
And so on the day before Lent begins, we make 

we regret.
We add a dash of salt to make the ordinary 

things better, as God does in our lives.
Next, we add some milk as we will need strength 

for our own journey.
Then we break in an egg, the symbol of new life 

It may look a bit of a mess, but often we feel our 
world is in a mess.

So we mix it all together, using up these 

of the future.
Can we now go through the desert of our own 

to strength.
Important

and primary one is important and 

level nativity and are taking part 

There are indoor and outdoor 
areas planned and designed with 

interests.
Link

ships with parents, families and 

viding a range of opportunities 

learning.’

Kids enjoy the outdoor play area. a06kids01

Soup group 

celebrate Burns
TARBERT Soup Group 

tained the group by 
singing Katie Bead-
ie, while older pupils 

shortbread.

it on January 25, the 

You Cannae Shove Yer 
Granny off a Bus.

The group thanked 
the pupils for having 

also made thank you for 

SWI craft 

evening

strations by some of 
their own members for 
their January meeting.  
The ladies tried quilling 

folding involved. 
Those working with 

paper left with some 
lovely examples of their 
evening’s efforts. 

Similarly the ladies 

As time ran away with 
them the ladies have 

ing skills. The next 
meeting is February 

ple is the guest and will 

For some ladies this 
might prove to be yet 
another skill to try to 
master.

meetings held in the 

third Tuesday evening 



BIRTHS

DEATHS

CAMERON - Peacefully, 
after a short illness, at Mid 
Argyll Hospital, on January 
31, 2016, with her family 
by her side, Isobel Cameron, 
aged 72 years, of 5 Duncuan 
View, Ardrishaig, much 
loved mum of Bryan, John 
and Robert, much respected 
mother-in-law of Terri, Allie 
and Fiona, cherished granny 
of Niki, Gary, Louisa, Megan 
and Keiran and great granny 
of Jack and Hannah. A dear 
sister, aunt and cousin to all 
the family.  A good neighbour, 
dear friend and former work 
colleague to many. Funeral 
service will be held today, 
Friday, February 5, 2016, at 
12.00 noon, at Ardrishaig 
Parish Church, thereafter 
to Achnabreac Cemetery.  
Flowers, or donations if 
desired, to Glenaray Ward, 
Mid Argyll Hospital. 
CATTERSON - Peacefully, 
at the Kintyre Care Home, 
Campbeltown, on January 28, 
2016, Joseph Catterson (Joe), 
in his 88th year, formerly of 
Meadowpark and Castlehill 
Mansions, Campbeltown, 
dearly beloved husband of 
Foncie McGrory and a loving 
father, grandfather and great 
grandfather.  RIP.
GALLOWAY - Peacefully, 
at Lynn of Lorne Residential 
Home, Benderloch, on 
January 28, 2016, William 
Galloway (Bill), in his 
91st year, 3 Croft View, 
North Connel, formerly 
of Strathaird, Connel and 
Bonawe Quarries, dearly 
beloved husband of Ella 
McCulloch, much loved 
father of Elma and Sandra, 
loving father-in-law of Jim 

CHURCH NOTICES

CHURCH NOTICES

45ANNOUNCEMENTSCOURIER & ADVERTISER, Friday 5 February, 2016  

NORTH KNAPDALE
PARISH CHURCH

Charity Number SC001002

Sunday 7 February
Tayvallich Church

Prayer meeting 10:30 am
Morning Worship 11:30 am

Monday 8 February
Tayvallich Church

Prayer meeting 10 am
Tuesday 9 February

Tayvallich Church
Kirk Session 7:30 pm

Thursday 11 February
Tayvallich Hall 4 - 6 pm

Messy Church
All welcome

Enquiries 01546 606926
www.argyllcommunities.

org/nknapdalecofs

SPRINGBANK
EVANGELICAL

CHURCH

75 Longrow,
Campbeltown

Sunday 7 February 2016
11.00am Family

Communion Service 
Mr Kelvin Moller, Clachan

Tuesday 2nd February
10am - 12 noon

Coffe Morning restarts
All welcome
Wednesday

12.30pm at the Free Church
Joining in fellowship with 

Campbeltown Free Church for 
Prayer and Bible Study

For details, contact the church 

Church Secretary on 
0586 551237.

www.springbankchurch.co.uk  
SCO14646

SKIPNESS LINKED 
WITH TARBERT 
LOCHFYNE AND 

KILBERRY
CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

Sunday 7th February 2016
Skipness Service 10.00am
Tarbert Service  11.30am

Angela Stather
Guild meets Monday 8th 

February
Tarbert Church Hall 2.30pm
For all church enquiries and 

pastoral care
Contact Rev. Hilda Smith, Interim 

Moderator on 07826 235735
Everyone very welcome

Tarbert & Kilberry SCO02622
Skipness SCO04280

LOCHGILPHEAD
PARISH CHURCH
Sunday 7th February  2016

11.00 am WORSHIP SERVICE
Rev. Hilda Smith

All Welcome 
Saturday 13th February 2016

COFFEE MORNING
10am - 12 noon

LPC Church Hall
to raise funds in support of 

Kasamba Congregation, Malawi
All Welcome

Every Tuesday
1 p.m. - 3 p.m.

Bumps, Babies and Toddlers
Every Wednesday

10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Drop-In Cafe

More info. at www.lpchurch.co.uk

SCO02493
Sunday 7th February 2016

The service will be held in Kirk Street 
Hall at 11.15am

and will be conducted by Liz Kennedy
Tuesdays

Junior Badminton Club meets in 
Kirk Street Hall

Primary 1- 5: 6.30 - 7.30pm
Primary 6 - 7: 7.30 - 8.30pm

LORNE AND 
LOWLAND

PARISH CHURCH
Scottish Charity Number 

SCO11686

Sunday 7th February
Service 11.15am

Next Generation Triple C Creche
Rev P Wallace

Monday 8th February
Messy Church 3.45 - 5.30pm

Church Hall   

Tuesday 9th February
Tiny Tots New Hall 9.45am

Boys’ Brigade
Anchor Boys 6.00pm
Junior Section 7.15pm

Church Hall

Thursday 11th February
Choir 7.30pm

Friday 12th February
Lunch Club 12.00 noon 

Lochgilphead
Baptist Church

All Welcome
Pastor Rev Derek Gibson

All Welcome
Sunday 7th February 2016 

Morning Service 11am
with communion
Monday 2.30pm
Ladies Meeting 

- Mrs Ruth Carruthers
mainly music

Tuesdays at 10.15am
Jumpstart

Fridays from 10am
Scottish Charity SC015187

George Street, 
Campbeltown

Saturday 6th February
9.00am   Prayer Breakfast

Sunday 7th February
11.15am   Worship Service

Rev Finlay Mackenzie
2.00pm  Explorers Club

for all Primary school children
3.30pm  Missionary Aviation 

Fellowship
Andy Martin from MAF Scotland

Wednesday 10th February
12.30pm  Bible Study and Prayer

Sunday 17th February
4.00pm   Psalms Live

Community Psalm Singing
All Welcome

www.campbeltownfreechurch.co.uk
Scottish Charity Number: SCO09980

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
WEST LOCHFYNESIDE
Sunday 7th February 2016

Cumlodden Lochfyneside and 
Lochgair

Charity No. SC016097
Minister:

Rev. Dr. Roderick D. M. Campbell
 Morning Service 

in Lochgair Church at 10 am
Glenaray and Inveraray 

Charity No. SC016665
Morning Service in Inveraray 

Church at 11.30 am 

All Welcome 

Scottish Episcopal 
Churches

Everyone Welcome
Christ Church

Bishopton Road, Lochgilphead
(SC013787)

Sundays 11.00 am 
Eucharist service

Coffee & Cake follows the 
service

St Columba’s, Poltalloch, nr 
Kilmartin

(SC031391)
1st Sunday of the month
9.00am Eucharist Service
3rd Sunday of the month 

3.30pm Evensong
Scottish Prayer Book
All Saints, Inveraray

(SC025646)
Saturdays

Eucharist Service
Father Simon Mackenzie

Priest in Charge of the charges of 
Mid Argyll & Arran

01546 602315

Burnside Street, Campbeltown
01586 552046

Sunday Services
10.30am Morning Worship

Army Kidz
6.30pm Evening Worship

Tuesday
Lunch Club - 12.15pm
Home League - 1.30pm

Wednesday
7.00 pm Make and Munch 

Craft Group
Thursday

7.30pm Bible Study

All welcome

Campbeltown Corps
Church and Community Centre

ST MARGARET’S 
R.C. CHURCH
LOCHGILPHEAD

Holy Mass Sunday 10am
ALL SAINTS, INVERARAY
Holy Mass Sunday 12.30pm

ST KIERAN’S CAMPBELTOWN
Saturday 5pm Fr. David Connor

01546 602380 
All Welcome (SCO002876)

CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND
GLASSARY 

KILMARTIN 
and FORD 
PARISH 

CHURCH
Sunday 7th February 2016

Morning Worship
Ford   10.00 am with Communion

 All welcome
SC0 02121

Sunday Service
11.00 am

with Sunday School
followed by refreshments

Pastor Chris Holden 

mainly music
10.00 – 11.30 am

every Thursday (term time only)
Registration required

We meet at the Guide Hall, 
Kinloch Road

www.campbeltowncommunitychurch.co.uk

SC043322

CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

ARDRISHAIG
AND

SOUTH KNAPDALE
PARISHES

“It is good to sing praises 
to our God”

Sunday 7th February
Services

in
Ardrishaig at 11:00am
Achahoish at 12:30pm

and in Ardrishaig at 6:30pm
with

Mission Aviation Fellowship

Argyll Street, Campbeltown
St Kiaran Episcopal Church: 

Campbeltown
Scottish Charity No SC023277

Sunday 7th February 
Sunday before Lent

Morning Prayer 10.45am
Details of services are on the 

church door.
Enquiries Tel: 01586 551141

The Scottish Episcopal Church 
is a Province of the Worldwide 

Anglican Communion

LIVING STONES 
CHRISTIAN 

CENTRE
KILMARTIN

SUNDAY 7th February 2016
11.00am

Worship Service for all ages
followed by a light lunch

SPEAKER: Graham McLean
‘The Garden of the Lord’

THURSDAY  11th 
February 2016

7.30pm
(Please note change of time)

Prayer, Word and Sharing
All Welcome

MACPHERSON - 
HUFFMAN

Born at Princess Royal 
Maternity Unit, Glasgow, 

on December 20, 2015, Lily 
Margaret, a lovely daughter 
to Lindsey and Jeff. A third 

grandchild for Margaret 
and Malcolm Macpherson, 
Lochgilphead, and a second 

granddaughter for Bruce 
Huffman, Bellingham and 
Susie Huffman, Ferndale.

TEXT
FOR THE WEEK

Jesus said, ‘I am the good 
shepherd.  The good shepherd 

lays down his life for his sheep’ 
(John 10:11).

and Tam and a loving and 
much loved papa, great 
grampa and opa.
MACINDEOR - Peacefully 
at his home, on January 20, 
2016, Iain Hugh MacIndeor, 
aged 88 years, of 21 
Glenfyne Park, Ardrishaig, 
beloved husband of the late 
Isobel MacGregor, much 
loved father of Lynn, John, 
Connie, Alasdair, Duncan, 
Rose, Gregor and the late 
Patricia and a treasured 
grandpa and great granpda.  
A much respected father-in-
law, and dear brother, uncle 
and cousin to all the family. A 
good neighbour, dear friend 
and former work colleague 
to many. Funeral service 
was held in Ardrishaig 
Parish Church, followed by 
interment at Achnabreac 
Cemetery.  Forever in our 
thoughts.
MCLEAN - Peacefully, 
at the Queen Elizabeth 
University Hospital, 
Glasgow, on January 30, 
2016, Catherine McFarlane 
McLean, in her 69th year, 
17 New Parliament Place, 
Campbeltown, dearly 
beloved partner of Neil 
Maguire, much loved mum 
of Neil and Paul, and loving 
sister of Myra Pearson.  
Service will take place in the 
Lorne and Lowland Church, 
on Friday, February 5, 2016 
at 1.00pm, funeral thereafter 
to Kilkerran Cemetery.  
Friends please accept this 
intimation and invitation.  

A retiral collection will be 
held in aid of the Macmillan 
Nurses, Kintyre Locality.
ORR - Suddenly, at Royal 
Alexandra Hospital, Paisley, 
on January 28, 2016, Sandra, 
beloved wife of John, loving 
mum of David and adoring 
gran of Aileigh.  Funeral 
service will take place on 
Monday, February 8 at 
11.30am, at Our Lady of 
Perpetual Succour, Millport, 
thereafter to Woodside 
Crematorium at 2.00pm, to 
which all are respectfully 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
ADEY - Jackie, Jim and all 
the family of the late Hector 
Angus would like to thank 
everyone for their kind 
expressions of sympathy, 

calls.  Thanks also to doctors 
and nurses at Glenaray 
Ward and Erskine Home for 
their excellent care, to Rev 
Carruthers for his lovely 
service, to Roddy and Fiona 
for funeral arrangements, to 
The Grey Gull for catering, 

attended the church and 
graveside.
BONE - The family of the 
late Margaret Bone would 
like to thank all relatives, 
friends and neighbours for 
the many kind expressions 
of sympathy received in 
their recent sad loss.  A 
special thanks to the 
medical and nursing staff of 
Campbeltown Hospital, to 
the community nurses who 
cared for Margaret during 
her last illness, to Mrs Lorna 
Robertson for the additional 
assistance, to the Rev Philip 
Wallace for a comforting 
service and support, to T 
A Blair Funeral Directors 
for their professionalism 
in handling the funeral 
arrangements, and to Flora 
and staff of the Ardshiel 
Hotel for splendid catering.  
Finally, we would like to 
thank everyone who attended 
the church and graveside. 

KILGOUR - The family of 
the late Margaret Kilgour 
would like to thank everyone 
who attended Margaret’s 
funeral on January 29. 
Thanks to friends, family 
and neighbours for the cards 
and kind expressions of 
sympathy. Special thanks 
to the nurses and doctors 
at Glenaray Ward for their 
fantastic care of the whole 
family. Thanks to Roddy and 
Fiona at Donald Macdonald 
Funeral Directors, to Rev 
Hilda Smith for her kindness 
and a lovely service, to John 
Summers for playing the 
organ and to the ‘A Team’ 
of carers who looked after 
Margaret at home, giving 
exceptional care and quality 
of life. The collection for the 
MS Centre in Lochgilphead 
raised over £700.
LAW - Catherine, Joe and 
family of the late Phemie Law 
would like to thank relatives, 
friends and neighbours for 
the many kind expressions 
of sympathy received in 
their recent sad loss.  Special 
thanks to doctors and staff at 
Glenaray Ward, Mid Argyll 
Hospital, Ardfenaig Care 
Home and  Niomi Campbell 
for all the kind care and 
attention received. Thanks 
also to Margaret Sinclair for 
a comforting service, to Stan 
Lupton Funeral Directors 
for professional services, to 
Tarbert Hotel for catering 
and to all who paid their 
last respects at church and 
graveside. The collection 
for Tarbert Senior Citizen 
Annual Dinner raised £250.
MACINDEOR - The family 
of the late Iain MacIndeor 
would like to thank 
everyone for their many kind 
expressions of sympathy, 

and visits received following 
their recent sad loss.  Grateful 
thanks to doctors and nursing 
staff at Mid Argyll Hospital 
and to the district nurses and 
carers for their kind care and 
attention.  A special thank 
you to Billy for his friendship 
to Dad, and for never missing 
his daily visit. Our thanks to 
Rev David Carruthers for 
a most uplifting service; to 
Donald MacDonald Funeral 
Directors for their caring 
arrangements; to the Grey 

Finally, our thanks to those 
who paid their respects at 
church and graveside. The 
retiral collection for the 
home care teams raised over 
£350.
MACKINLAY - The family 
of the late Alexander (Alex) 
McKinlay would like to thank 
everyone most sincerely for 
the many kind expressions 
of sympathy and for the 
tremendous support received 
in their recent sad loss. 
Special thanks to doctors and 
nurses for their kind care and 
attention and to Paul Donnan 
for being a faithful friend. 
Thanks also to Rev William 
Crossan for a comforting 
and uplifting service, to Stan 
Lupton Funeral Directors for 
most professional services, 
to Argyll Arms Hotel for 
excellent catering and 
to the many who braved 
the elements to pay their 
last respects to Alex. The 
collection for Macmillan 
Cancer Support raised 
£1,390.
SMITH - Roida and Brian, 
the family of the late Norman 
Smith, would like to thank 
everyone most sincerely for 
the many kind expressions 
of sympathy received in 
their recent sad loss. Special 

thanks to Kintyre Care 
Centre and all carers in 
Tarbert for all the kindness 
shown to Norman. Thanks 
also to Rev Robert MacLeod 
for a comforting service, 
to Stan Lupton Funeral 
Directors for professional 
services, to West Loch Hotel 

who paid their last respects 
at church and graveside. The 
donations for Argyll Animal 
Aid raised £100.

IN MEMORIAMS
ANDERSON - In loving 
memory of our dear mum, 
granny and great granny, 
Anna, who passed away on 
February 6, 2015.
Always in our thoughts.
- Lorna, John, Julie, Mairi 
and families.
CARD - Remembering a 
loving mum, gran and great 
gran, Annie, died February 
6, 2008.
Resting where no shadows 
fall,
Loved and remembered by 
us all.
- From family in Tarbert.
SOUDEN - In loving 
memory of a dear dad and 
granda, Alex, who died 
February 4, 2007.
This day is remembered and 
quietly kept.
No words are needed, we 
will never forget.
- Inserted by his loving 
daughters Isobel and Liz, 
sons-in-law Martin and John, 
grandson Graeme and great 
granddaughter Ava.

CAMERON
Craig and Emma (MacNair) 
are delighted to announce 

the birth of Maggie Fern, on 
January 22, 2016.  A little 

sister for Edith. Huge thanks 
to the midwives at the Mid 

Argyll Hospital.



Send 
your photos 
and stories to 
editor@argyllshire
advertiser.co.uk
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NEW SHINTY teams 
from Inveraray will 
head to Dunoon this 
weekend for their sec-
ond tournament, but the 
newly-appointed coach 
wants even more kids to 
get on board.

Inveraray Primary 
School teams, led by 
new manager Ross Grif-

against Dunoon, Kyles 
and Bute at the tourna-
ment at Dunoon Gram-
mar School on Sunday.

Three teams, P3 and 
under, P5 and under and 
P7 and under, have been 
formed by Ross, 32, af-
ter he took over from 
coach of 30 year Norrie 
Campbell in January.

Last year the town 
didn’t have any primary 
school clubs and Ross 
feels the time is right for 
him to lead the develop-
ment.

He said: ‘I have four 
boys and my eldest is six 
so it was a good time for 
me to stand in. I played 
with Inveraray’s second 
team until two years ago 

WITH Storm Ger-
trude forcing sever-
al senior games to be 
cancelled last week-
end, the youth sides 
proved their mettle 
once again.

2004s teams from 
Campbeltown, Loch-
gilphead, Dumbarton 
Riverside and Arden-
caple (Helensburgh) 
enjoyed a lively after-

KIDS on the Run 
moved indoors for its 
latest session because 
of bad weather. 

Lewis was a wel-
come new member 
and the other runners 
explained why they 
do a warm up before 
running.

The group then 
tried the beep test.
This involved short 
sprints over 15m get-
ting faster and faster 
as the runners raced 
for the line before the 
beep sounds.

Group leader Fi 
Corner said: ‘Lew-
is did amazingly 

sion, as did Aray and 
Ewan. Some folks 
ran much longer than 
I think they thought 
they would, like Gill 
and Ewan. Special 
mention goes to Erin. 
That girl has some 
stamina.’ 

The last three to run 
were Eilidh, Ewan 
and Archie. Ewan 
and experienced run-
ner Archie gave Ei-
lidh a good run for 
her money, but she 
was last woman 
standing.’

Runner of the week 
went to Eilidh Cam-
eron for her stamina 
and high standard of 
running. Eilidh Gill 
and Erin competed 
at athletics competi-
tions at the weekend 
with Eilidh com-

11s race. Tilly took 
part in the 5k Canter 
Round the Castle on 
Sunday.

All the sides who competed. 

Conner McMurchy in action against Dumbarton Riverside 2004s. 

noon of seven-a-sides 
in Lochgilphead.

Each team played 

good conditions 
on the 3G pitch at 
Lochgilphead Joint 
Campus.

The Pupils Youth 
2004s thank Bruce 
West of Lochgilphead 
2004s for organising 
the afternoon.

From left: Kayden MacKinlay, Bryce Griffi  n, Ally MacIntyre, Connor Griffi  n, Archie Stewart and 

Alexander McKinlay are in the P3 and under team that played in Rothesay. a06shinty01no

Young shinty stars of the future 
gear up for second tournament

and have always played 
shinty.

‘Just now we seem 

and P2 pupils, but we 
are still struggling with 
the older categories. 
We have boys and girls 

coming to training, but 
the girls, in particular, 
aren’t coming for games 
and we want to get to 
the bottom of why.’

Ross has been in talks 
with the club and par-
ents about how to get 

the numbers up and get 
more children playing 
the sport.

Transport
He said: ‘We have 

been talking about the 

possibly with transport 

and getting to games at 
the weekend. As a club 
we are working with 
parents to get as many 
young ones interested as 
possible.’

The P3 and under team 
played Kyles and Bute 

January 23. 
The youngsters came 

away with two wins and 
two defeats from four 
games played in Rothe-
say.

Ross said: ‘That was 

riencing competitive 
shinty and they did re-

time.’
A team of 12 coaches 

work on rotation at ses-
sions held every Tues-
day evening at Inveraray 
Primary School.

Training for children 
in P1-P3 is from 5.30pm 
until 6.15pm with the P4 
to 7s taking part from 
6.15pm till 7pm.

Kids on 
the Run 
move
indoors

2004s test themselves 
in battle of the Argylls
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Swimmer of the month and new 
gear for Mid Argyll Dolphins

Invergarry 

shepherd

leads the way
A GREAT Glen man 
and his dog were a nose 
ahead of the rest when 
they won the second 
Kintyre Nursery Sheep 
Dog Trial.

place, with 58 points in 

urday, Mike MacNally 
and his dog Tarrf scored 
85 points in the day’s 
second event.

Just beating second 

och and Pip by three 
points.

The trials were held 
at Ronachan Farm with 
permission from Lorne 
Clark.

The course was quite 
testing but the mule 
hogs ran well on the 
day.

1 judged by Jessie Main were 

with Nell.

al judged by Andrew Ronald 

with Spot, 5 Jane MacDonald 

Dolphins proudly wear their new caps.

mers received new caps 
and celebrated swimmer 
of the month last week.

Junior and senior 
members of Dolphin 
Swimming Club, based 

nity Swimming Pool, 
were delighted to have 
new blue caps, donated 
by sponsor Landcatch.

ior swimmer Aileen 

uary’s swimmer of the 

onds off of her time for 
the 200m freestyle swim 
in the January trials.

proved time in the club.

Aileen Barr, nine, was swimmer of the month.

Saturday March 5
Marine Harvest Premiership
Glenurquhart v Oban Camanachd
Kingussie v Lochaber
Kinlochshiel v Newtonmore
Kyles Athletic v Fort William
Skye v Lovat

Marine Harvest
National Division 

Kilmallie v Caberfeidh

Marine Harvest
North Division 1

Lovat v Skye
Newtonmore v Kinlochshiel
Strathglass v Kingussie

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Aberdour v Kyles Athletic
Lochside Rovers v Inveraray
Oban Celtic v Col Glen
Taynuilt v Strachur

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Aberdeen University v Inverness 

Caberfeidh v Lewis
Lochaber v Lochcarron
Strathspey v Glengarry 1.30pm

Marine Harvest
South Division 2 

Dunoon v Glasgow Mid Argyll
Tayforth v Aberdour

SPOT THE BALL
THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £1350

All you have to do
We have removed the football from the photograph opposite.  Now look 
carefully at the position of the players and use your skill and judgement 
to place a cross at the exact point where you think the centre of the ball 
was.  You may have a maximum of 10 attempts on this coupon at a cost 
of £1. If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons.  The game starts with a jackpot of £250 and will increase by 
£50 per week until it is won outright.
To win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must be in the exact centre 
of the ball.
Entry will be void if crosses overlap. Prizes will be shared between 
those submitting correct entries.
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will be 
awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be awarded 
that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 10 
attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to reach "Spot the Ball" 
Competition, The Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, Main & 
Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6AE by 4pm on Tuesday. 
No refunds will be given for entries received after the deadline. You may 
hand it into The Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown 
by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, mislaid 
or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.
The company’s decision will be final on all matters relating to the 
competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The final 
decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 
equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the awarding 
of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and void 
at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the price of 
the coupon to any person who has entered the competition at that time.
Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their immediate relatives and any 
persons otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible to enter.

I enclose £1 for 10 crosses (tick box) The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 10, but you 
may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide 
by the rules. How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Ten crosses may be put on this coupon 
for £1. Crosses must not overlap Send to ‘Spot the Ball’ Competition, Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, 
Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6AE

LAST
WEEK’S
BALL 
WAS 
HERE. . .

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

J McNair
Davaar Avenue
Campbeltown

J Martin
Burnside
Isle of Gigha

Name ...................................................................................................................
Address ...............................................................................................................
.......................................................................... Tel No. .......................................

Please 
tape your 

£1 coin here
(if posting)

Please ensure when cutting out your coupon that the reference targets are intact. Failure to do so may invalidate your entry.
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NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING
Recycled paper made 

up 75.5% of the 
raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004

www.facebook.com/argyllshireadvertiser

Do you have 

sports news 

from the Mid 

Argyll area?
IF YOU have 
sports news, we 
want to hear from 
you. Telephone 
the news desk at 
01546 602345, 
email editor@ar-
gyllshireadvertiser.
co.uk or contact us 
via the Argyllshire 
Advertiser Face-
book page.

A PROMISING young 
athlete became a top-10 
swimmer for Scotland at 
the weekend.

Jilly Lefebvre, 11, has 
only been swimming for 
18 months. After qual-
ifying for the Scottish 
Schools Championship 
in December went to 

Saturday.
The swimming con-

test, held at Tollcross 
Swimming Baths, wel-
comed clubs from 
around Scotland.

Jilly was the only in-
dividual to take part and 
the only swimmer from 
Mid Argyll.

The event she compet-
ed in was the Under-12s 

which saw her swim one 
length.

The Lochgilphead 
school pupil thrashed 
through the water to 
come in ninth, a fantas-
tic achievement for the 
youngster.

Lottery numbers
THERE were no win-
ners of this week’s 
£700 jackpot at Inver-
aray Shinty Club’s lot-
tery draw. The numbers 
were 4, 7 and 17. Next 
week’s total to be won 
will be £800.

Kilmory Camanachd 
Club’s weekly lottery 
draw had no winners. 
The numbers drawn 
were 2, 19 and 20. Next 
week’s jackpot will be 
£1,000.

Club’s lottery numbers 
drawn this week were 5, 
13 and 16. There were 
no winners, therefore 
next week’s total for the 
taking is £300.

Red Star gaffer decides to 
hang up his boots

Allan Weir has decided to hang up his boots 

after nine years as manager of Red Star.
 08_a17vandals01

ALLAN WEIR has 
stepped down from his 
position as manager for 
Lochgilphead’s Red 
Star football team.

The Lochgilphe-
ad man dedicated nine 
years to the club and 
spent the last six and a 
half as manager.

He stood down follow-
ing a 5-0 defeat against 
Drumchapel on Janu-
ary 23. He says he has 
been disappointed by 
the struggle to get play-
ers this season.

He said: ‘We’ve been 
struggling for bod-
ies. We have some re-
ally good young play-
ers just now, but I know 
most of them have plans 
to go on to further edu-

cation and it’s going to 
get tougher. It’s hard to 
get players to commit 
– and it is a big com-
mitment for them, es-
pecially those who are 
self-employed and have 
to work weekends.

‘I just felt that it was 
time I left to make way 
for someone new to 
come in with new ideas 
for the team. 

‘I’ve been with some 
of the boys since they 

they are probably sick 
of hearing my voice by 
now.’

Allan’s personal high-
light was winning the 
Coronation Cup in 2012 
in Cambuslang. He said: 
‘We had three coaches 

come down to Glasgow 
full of supporters and 
won 3-2 against White-
hill. It was just a bril-
liant day.’

Allan has dedicated 
20 years to youth sports 
in Mid Argyll, includ-
ing time with the Soc-
cer Centre and coaching 
teenage football teams.

Chairman of Red Star 
Douglas Moore, assis-
tant manager Sandy 
Crawford, and vice 
chairman Duncan Ma-
cLean will take over 
from Allan until the end 
of the season.

The club will host its 
annual general meeting 
sometime in May and 
invites anyone wish-
ing to get involved 

with the club to attend.
Mr Moore said: ‘I was 
upset that Allan decid-
ed to call it a day. When 
he started with my-
self in 2007 it was only 
supposed to be for six 
months until the end of 
that season.

‘Thankfully we had 
the pleasure of him as 
our assistant and club 
manager for almost 
nine years, sharing so 
many great memories – 
from cup wins to league 
promotions.

‘On behalf of the club 
I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank 
Allan for the last nine 
years and wish him all 
the very best for the fu-
ture.’

Lochgilphead swimmer

Jilly after a session with Dolphins at MACPool. 

06_a03swim01

Jilly said: ‘I am now 
ninth best swimmer in 

Scotland. I am pleased. 
I wasn’t expecting to do 
so well. I had said be-
fore that I would be de-
lighted to come in the 
top 10, but I was just be-
ing positive. I didn’t ac-
tually think that I had a 
chance.’

Based
Jilly started swimming 

with Dolphins Swim-
ming Club based at Mid 
Argyll Community Pool 
in Lochgilphead.

Despite her achieve-
ment, Jilly is unsure 
whether to dedicate her-
self to swimming. She 
also competes in athlet-
ics, gymnastics and ka-
rate.

She said: ‘I don’t know 
what I  want to do yet. 
I don’t feel ready to 
decide what I want to 
focus on. I am still en-
joying it all.’

‘I’m going to take part 

in smaller meets this 
year – these are basi-
cally gala events, so are 
somewhere between 
practise and competi-
tive. The ones I will be 
taking part in include 
club’s from around 
Scotland, so there is an 
element of competition, 
but it’s got a more fun 
aspect.’

Jilly travelled to Glas-
gow on Saturday with 
mum Lizzie and dad 
Christophe. The trio 
were faced with hor-

rendous weather condi-
tions and had to drive 
through hailstones and 
blizzards.

Jilly said: ‘It took ages 
and it was really scary, 
especially coming back, 
but it was worth it.

The P7 pupil will head 
to Glasgow’s Emirates 
Arena later this month 
for the annual Schools 
Pentathlon athletic 
event. Jilly is set to take 
part in the high jump, 
long jump, shot put, 800 
metre run and hurdles.

LAST Saturday’s re-
sult: West of Scotland 
Cup, 4th round – Oban 

Loch 1. All other games 
involving Argyll teams 
were cancelled due to 
the weather. In fact the 
only game played in 

Loch.

tures: Scottish Amateur 
Cup, 5th round – Stir-
ling City v Oban Saints; 
Premier Division – 
Campbeltown Pupils  v 
Goldenhill; East Kil-
bride RR v Shawlands; 

Joseph’s v Alba Thistle; 
Premier Division One 
– Dunoon v Mother-
well Thistle; Neilston v 
Lochgilphead Red Star; 
Premier Division Two – 
Tarbert v Rosehill Star. 

Football results

and fi xtures


