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BUILDINGS were 
shaken and family pets 
left terrifi ed earlier this 
week as an earthquake 
struck the shores of 
Loch Fyne.

With an epicentre on 
the eastern shore of the 
loch, on a 
hillside north 
of Lephin-
chapel Farm 
– opposite 
L o c h g a i r 
– the mag-
nitude 2.4 
quake, from 
a depth of 
11km, hit 
at 4.35pm 
on Tuesday 
January 24. 
The effects were heard 
and felt by witnesses 
as a muffl ed ‘bang’ fol-
lowed by a prolonged 
rumbling which lasted 
for around 10 seconds. 
People from a 15-mile 
radius reported build-
ings shaking and dogs 
being scared during the 

seismoligical tremor. A 
spokesman for the Brit-
ish Geological Survey 
said: ‘We have been 
contacted by around 40 
members of the pub-
lic who reported hear-
ing and feeling an earth-

quake.’
He added: 

‘This is a 
fairly typi-
cal small UK 
earthquake. 
There are ap-
proximate-
ly fi ve events 
of this size 
every year 
somewhere in 
the UK, from 
around 200 or 

so events in total. 
‘Most go unnoticed 

with around 10 per 
cent being perceived 
by the general public, 
such as this event.’

After the Argyllshire 
Advertiser reported the 
quake on social media 
on Tuesday afternoon, 

Argyll shakes as Loch 
Fyne earthquake hits

readers from an area 
including Lochgilp-
head, Ardfern, Tar-
bert, Tighnabruaich, 
Strachur and Inveraray 
rep lied to report their 
own experiences.

Among a fl ood of 
Facebook responses, 
one Cairnbaan reader 
said: ‘Our house shook 
for a few seconds and I 
heard the rumbling. It 
sounded and felt like 

a landslide at fi rst, and 
the dog didn’t like it at 
all ... scary!’

Another in Lochgilp-
head wrote: ‘The house 
and windows shook 
and the dog got quite 
scared. I thought I was 
imagining things, and 
glad to know I’m not.’

A reader in Cowal 
posted: ‘Here at Kil-
fi nan there was a loud 
boom as if some-

thing was breaking 
the sound barrier and 
the house shook. At 
fi rst I thought a lorry 
had come off the road 
and tumbled down the 
bank, but no.’

From Tarbert, it was 
reported: ‘I felt it. my 
chair and unit shook 
slightly.’

Outside Lochgilp-
head, at Castleton, 
a poster described it 

as ‘like a blast at the 
back of the house. I as-
sumed it was the local 
quarry.’

A reader in Lochgair 
said: ‘I felt a thump 
through the ground at 
about 4.30pm. At fi rst 
I thought it was work 
on the Scottish Water 
construction site near-
by, but when I looked, 
there was nothing hap-
pening there.’

How did the 
earthquake 
a� ect you? 
Contact the 
Argyllshire 
Advertiser by 
Facebook, email 
editor@argyll-
shireadvertiser.
co.uk or call 
01546 602345.

Leaping into action was young Cameron Gilmour during the under-seven triple jump 
as athletics went under cover last Sunday when Mid Argyll Athletic Club held its annual 
indoor junior competition at Lochgilphead. Turn to page 48 for more. 06_a04athletic02
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THE FESTIVE drink 
driving campaign in 
Mid Argyll, Kintyre 
and Oban saw 91 driv-
ers breathalysed.

NETFLIX users in 
Scotland are being 
urged to stay vigilant 
after an online scam 
has emerged targeting 
users’ login and bank 
account details.

The Scottish Busi-
ness Resilience Cen-
tre (SBRC) is warn-
ing people who use the 
online streaming ser-
vice to be on high alert 
following a spate of 
fraudulent emails.

Users of the site 
have received emails 
prompting them to 
keep their member-
ships details up to date. 
They are then linked to 
a bogus login page on 
which they are asked to 
fi ll out personal details.

Once users have fi lled 
in their details, hackers 
are able to use them to 
either extract further 

Shoplifting
AT AROUND 3pm on 
Tuesday January 17, 
a man allegedly stole 
bottles of alcohol from 
the Co-op in Inveraray. 
Police are investigat-
ing the incident and 
are appealing for any 
witnesses 

Speeding
A 60-YEAR-OLD 
motorist was driving 
at excessive speed on 
A83, near Kilmory In-
dustrial Estate, Loch-
gilphead, at around 
6.50pm on Tuesday 
January 17.
 The man was stopped 
and charged and a re-
port will be submitted 
to the procurator fi scal.

Drugs
About 3pm on Sunday 
January 22 in Paterson 
Street, Lochgilphead, 
a vehicle was stopped 
and searched by po-
lice. Subsequently a 
28-year-old man and 
a 25-year-old wom-
an were charged with 
possession of canna-
bis. A report will be 
submitted to the proc-
urator fi scal.

If any member of 
the public has in-
formation in rela-
tion to the above, or 
to any incident, they 
can contact their lo-
cal police offi ce on 
telephone number 
101, or anonymously 
through Crimestop-
pers on 0800 555 111.

Swapping the pitch for the checkout

Online scam 
warning for 
Netfl ix users

information or directly 
target fi nances.

Gerry Grant, an ethi-
cal hacker with SBRC, 
has given advice to 
those concerned about 
potentially being tar-
geted. He said: ‘At-
tackers are now taking 
more care in creat-
ing genuine looking 
emails. This can make 
it a lot harder to spot 
a fake email, but users 
should never click on 
the link in any email, 
but log on to the site 
directly from their 
browser.’

The popularity of 
streaming websites 
has boomed over the 
past year and the huge 
number of potential 
targets makes them an 
attractive proposition 
for online criminals. 

A similar scam has 

also surfaced in recent 
weeks that attempts to 
lure Amazon Prime us-
ers into passing on pri-
vate information.

Gerry added: ‘There 
are three simple steps 
people can take if they 
are suspicious of unso-
licited messages like 
these.

‘Do not click the link; 
check the link’s URL to 
see if it is to trustwor-
thy site; never put your 
personal and bank ac-
count details into any 
form that is not com-
pletely trustworthy.

‘With the rise of per-
sonal information be-
ing cultivated by 
criminal gangs, it is 
important to be vigilant 
at all times when using 
devices that may store 
any personal informa-
tion.’

Some of the happy helpers: Callum and Katie MacVicar, Craig 
Aitken, Lee Harris, Harry MacLean, Jamie Stewart and Tom 
West. 

LOCHGILPHEAD Soccer Cen-
tre was on hand to help out cus-
tomers at Lochgilphead Co-op, as 
a big thank you for the funding 
they have received through the 
Co-op membership scheme.

Community projects
When customers use their Co-op 

membership cards, they receive 
fi ve per cent back on selected own-
brand products and an additional 
one per cent is awarded to com-
munity projects, through the Co-
op Local Community Fund.

Having benefi ted greatly from 

this fund, the soccer centre de-
cided to say thank you to the Co-
op customers by offering to help 
pack their bags on Saturday Jan-
uary 21.

The group are set to receive over 
£1,900 which will be used on Co-
erver coaching sessions.

Coerver coaching is a Dutch ap-
proach to training, teaching play-
ers how to catch defenders off 
guard and incorporates passing 
and receiving drills, while em-
phasising the importance of high-
speed play.

‘Morning after’ message getting through 
Of the total num-

ber tested, four people 
failed, two of which 
happened in tests ‘the 
morning after’, be-
tween 6am and 10am.

Across the whole of 
Scotland, the propor-
tion of drivers found 
to be over the limit 
during the festive pe-
riod rose from 2.8 per 
cent to 3.3 per cent on 
the year. 

Police Inspector 
Julie McLeish said: 

‘Overall, across the 
whole force area, it 
was felt that while 
there were a number 
of early morning de-
tections, generally the 
public are taking the 
reduction in permit-
ted alcohol levels into 
consideration and ei-
ther stopping drink-
ing earlier the night 
before or making al-
ternative transport ar-
rangements the fol-
lowing day.’

ARGYLL & BUTE COUNCIL’S SUPPORTING 
COMMUNITIES FUND 2017/18
Application forms for grants to community organisations are now available. 

They can be accessed by website: https://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/council-and-government/third-sector-grants

phone: 01369 708669

email: communitydevelopment@argyll-bute.gov.uk

Closing date for applications is 10 February 2017.

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid
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Vandals target steading 
property in Lochgilphead

G O V E R N M E N T 
plans to centralise the 
governance of High-
lands and Islands En-
terprise (HIE) will 
have no immediate 
implications for the 
Lochgilphead offi ce.

The assurances came 
from an HIE spokes-
man following a con-
troversial vote, in 
which Scottish Par-
liament voted against 
the Scottish Govern-
ment’s plans to cen-
tralise the HIE board.

The motion, lodged 
by Donald Camer-
on MSP, called on the 
Scottish Parliament to 
‘oppose the Scottish 
Government’s plans 
to abolish the board 
of HIE and ensure that 
the HIE board contin-
ues to take all strate-
gic, operational and 
budgetary decisions’.

As part of a review, 
the Scottish Gov-
ernment wants all of 
Scotland’s enterprise 
and skills agencies to 
be overseen by a new 
single body.

The current HIE 
structure includes a 

PEOPLE with long-term health conditions across 
Argyll and Bute are set to benefi t from an new in-
dependent advocacy initiative.
 The new project will initially run until March 
2019 and has led to the recruitment of fi ve part-
time advocacy workers across Argyll and Bute.

To fi nd out more, visit www.laas.org.uk or call 
01546 606056.

POLICE are hunt-
ing vandals after they 
forced entry into a 
Lochgilphead property 
and caused serious 
damage.

Outbuildings at a 
Crinan Canal-side 
property were bro-
ken into and ransacked 
while the owners were 
away last weekend.

Jane Renfrew, who 
owns the property, ex-
plained: ‘It appears 
they took a lump ham-
mer and battered down 
the door into the stead-
ing.

‘They went through 
everything we had 
stored in there, helped 
themselves to food and 
wine and pulled chairs 
out into the yard and 
sat round a fi re they 
made in a bin. They 
had put snooker balls 
through the windows, 

An indication of some of the mess and damage the vandals left in 
the yard.

broke pictures and 
took an expensive set 
of golf clubs.’

Two guitars were also 
stolen – an Epiphone 
Les Paul electric gui-
tar, white and gold in 
colour with a distinc-
tive hard tan case with 
pink lining, and a bass 
guitar.

The owners estimate 
that the cost of all the 
damage to property 
adds up to £10,000.

Maxime Renfrew, 
Jane’s daughter and 
owner of the stolen 
guitars, has been stor-
ing her belongings in 
the steading while she 
is studying in Shang-
hai.

She commented: 
‘When my mum told 
me I couldn’t be-
lieve it – that sort of 
thing doesn’t happen 
in Lochgilphead. It is 

awful to hear how 
much damage has been 
done and particularly 
upsetting to hear they 
have also stolen from 
the property.’

Police Inspector Julie 
McLeish said: ‘The in-
cident was believed 
to have happened be-
tween 5pm on Friday 
January 20 and Sun-

day January 22, when 
entry was forced to 
the steading outbuild-
ing at the property and 
damage caused within, 
when it seems a group 
of people entered the 
property without per-
mission. 

‘Several positive 
lines of inquiry are be-
ing followed and we 

would request that 
any one who has infor-
mation about this inci-
dent contacts PC Neil 
McLeod at Lochgilp-
head police offi ce on 
101, as this has been 
particularly upsetting 
for the property own-
ers.’

Parliament votes against government HIE plan
network of regional 
offi ces, including one 
in Lochgilphead.

Enhanced
The Argyllshire Ad-

vertiser asked about 
the future of this un-
der the review and a 
spokesman for HIE 
said: ‘Our aim is to en-
sure that when the re-
view concludes, HIE 

is not diminished, and 
hopefully enhanced, 
and that the important 
features of our gover-
nance are replicated in 
future arrangements. 
There are no direct 
implications for area 
offi ces.’

Following the vote, 
Michael Russell, MSP 
for Argyll and Bute, 

said: ‘In my conversa-
tions with Keith Brown, 
he has been entirely 
clear that the steps be-
ing taken are designed 
to increase the ability 
of all agencies to assist 
the economic and so-
cial development of the 
Highlands and Islands 
and my constituency of 
Argyll and Bute.’

Independent advocacy boost 

O F F I C E  S PA C E
AVAILABLE FROM APRIL 2017

High quality offi ce space available within the recently 
refurbished Campbeltown Town Hall

Fantastic, town centre location
Fully accessible located on the building’s ground fl oor

To make an enquiry, please contact the 
Town Hall Manager

t: 01586 553165       e: claire@skdt.org
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Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be first correct entry drawn after 
closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Promoter reserves the right to request post publicity. Indicate if you do not wish to receive further information from 
promoter. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. 

To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone number and email 
address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at 
www.scottishfield.co.uk Closing date, unless otherwise stated, is 31 January 2017.

WIN 
A WINTER BREAK WITH ARGYLL HOLIDAYS

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question:  
In which national park is Stratheck located? 

Winter in the Argyll Forest is Scotland at its best. Trees as far as the eye 
can see, snow capped mountains and tranquil lochs all make for a relaxing 
magical short winter break. 

Argyll Holidays has eight award winning holiday parks from the 
peaceful, wi-fi free Loch Lomond for a digital detox to the secluded Stratheck 

with its breath-taking views, winter breaks have never been so relaxing. 
Argyll Holidays is offering one lucky reader the chance to win a three 

or five night stay at one of its stunning Holiday Parks, worth £850. The 
prize includes accommodation for up to 6 people in a luxury woodland 
lodge, plus a choice of outdoor activities. 

Cotterell & Co, one of the country’s leading suppliers of 
lighting, furniture and home accessories, have teamed up with 
Scottish Field to offer one lucky reader £200 worth of bespoke 
lampshades.

These will be handmade in Cotterell & Co’s Glasgow design 
studio by their skilled in-house lampshade makers. Select your 
perfect lampshade material from their comprehensive fabric 
library featuring hundreds of colours and patterns. From plain 
silks, through to patterns, tartans and velvets and you can also 
supply your own material to be made up into lampshades.
Whether you require a lampshade for a pendant, table or 
floor lamp they have got it covered. Various sizes and shapes 
are available. You will be booked in for a consultation with a 
Cotterell & Co lighting expert to ensure you receive the perfect 
lampshades.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: Where is the 
Cotterell & Co design studio located?

WIN 
£200 WORTH OF BESPOKE PENDANT AND TABLE LAMPSHADES  

HANDMADE FOR YOU BY COTTERELL & CO.

Winner to place an order by 31 December 2017. Cannot be redeemed for cash or other products.

Terms and conditions:  •The winner can choose from either a four night mid-week break (Mon-Fri) or three night weekend break (Fri-Mon). Accommodation is in a luxury woodland lodge at Stratheck Holiday park for up  
to six people. • Also included is an outdoor activity for up to six people to the value of £200. Winners will be able to choose from a selected list of activities available at the time of their stay.  

• The prize is subject to availability and excludes 23 Dec-22 Jan, there is no cash alternative. • The prize must be taken before 1 April 2017. 

166-167_sf01.indd   166 28/11/2016   12:22:04
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Family centre plans gathering pace 
in Cairndow
THE thriving Cairn-
dow community is 
set for another boost 
as plans forge ahead 
with a new community 
childcare centre.

The Loch Fyne-side 
village has become a 
hive of industry over 
the past couple of de-
cades following the es-
tablishment of busi-
nesses clustered around 

Three-year-old David McCulloch and his 
friend Amy Carvel, two, are delighted by the 
funding news. 06_a04cairndow05

Alison Hutchins pictured at the proposed 
site, with the existing Clachan development 
in the background. 06_a04cairndow02

An artist’s impression of the new family centre. 

the Clachan area at the 
head of the loch.

A rise in the number 
of working families led 
to increasing demand 
for childcare in Cairn-
dow, and these days 
children attend from as 
far afi eld as Inveraray, 
Strachur and Lochgoil-
head, as well as the lo-
cal area.  

Registered charity 

Cairndow Community 
Childcare Ltd currently 
provides care for 
around 25 children in 
Cairndow Village Hall, 
employing four part-
time staff members and 
a full-time manager. 

It offers pre-school 
education and after-
school care for chil-
dren up to eight years 
old.

Purchase
The charity now has 

plans to develop pur-
pose-built premises 
at a site near the Tree 
Shop at Clachan. This 
group aims to purchase 
0.7 acres of a former 
coniferous plantation 
to develop the site for 
a new childcare facility 
and community re-
source centre, expect-
ed to cost around £1.9 
million.

Earlier this month, 
news arrived that the 
Scottish Land Fund 
had granted £37,000 
towards buying the 
land. 

Alison Hutchins, 
chair of Cairndow 
Community Childcare, 

said: ‘We are delight-
ed to have received the 
news that our appli-
cation to the Scottish 
Land Fund has been 
successful.

Granted
‘The land belongs 

to the Ardkinglas Es-
tate, which generous-
ly agreed to reduce the 
cost by 50 per cent. The 
Scottish Land Fund has 
granted the rest, to en-
able the community to 
purchase the land.

‘This is great news 
not just for Cairndow 

but for the wider com-
munity. This is an im-
portant step in achiev-
ing our goal for the 
new building. The next 
step will be a decision 
by the Big Lottery re-
garding our applica-
tion under the Grow-
ing Community Assets 
programme towards 
the cost of the new 
build. 

‘They will be mak-
ing this decision in ear-
ly February, which will 
be a pivotal date for the 
project.’
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Michael Russell, MSP for Argyll and Bute. 

LOOKING to simpli-
fy the system and en-
sure the long-term fu-
ture of key transport 
links, Argyll and Bute 
Council has launched 
a consultation on fees 
and charges at its piers 
and harbours. 

Councillor Ellen 
Morton, chair of Argyll 
and Bute Council’s har-
bour board, explained: 
‘The 39 piers and har-
bours owned and oper-
ated by the council are 
vitally important to the 
local economy, bring-
ing people and goods 
into Argyll and Bute 
and providing local 
communities with vital 
transport links. 

‘There are substantial 
costs associated with 
operating so many dif-
fering piers, from the 
small, unmanned and 

quiet leisure slips to 
the large, busy ferry 
ports. 

‘In line with good 
practice and in the in-
terests of ensuring the 
council is making the 
most of its assets, a re-
view of fees and charg-
es at our piers and har-
bours has been carried 
out. We are now look-
ing to consult with us-
ers and members of the 
public on a set of gen-
eral proposals.’

Anyone with an in-
terest in the council’s 
piers and harbours is 
encouraged to share 
their views via the con-
sultation.

The consultation can 
be accessed at: www.
argyll-bute.gov.uk/
consul tat ions/fees-
and-charges-piers-and-
harbours 

Early years expansion to 
benefi t Argyll
ARGYLL and Bute is 
set to benefi t following 
the Scottish Govern-
ment’s announcement 
that there will be an ex-
tra £1.5 million invest-
ment for more nursery 
teachers and gradu-
ates in deprived areas 
across Scotland.

Set to receive three 
additional teachers 
or graduates, the new 
staff in Argyll and Bute 
are part of the wid-
er strategy of tackling 
the attainment gap and 
giving every child an 
equal start in life.

The provision of ex-
tra highly-qualifi ed 
childcare professionals 
will ensure that Argyll 

and Bute young people 
benefi t from the best 
care and early years 
education.

The Scottish Gov-
ernment says it is tak-
ing decisive action to 
improve early years 
learning and childcare, 
including expanding 
guaranteed free child-
care provision to 1,140 
hours by 2020.

Commenting, MSP 
for Argyll and Bute, 
Michael Russell said: 
‘This new funding is 
very welcome news for 
Argyll and Bute, help-
ing to ensure that more 
children in our most 
deprived communities 
are able to benefi t from 

specialised childcare 
and high quality early 
years learning.

‘The Scottish Gov-
ernment is committed 
to closing the attain-
ment gap, and target-
ing funding in this way 
is important in making 
this happen, and to en-
sure that every child 
across Argyll and Bute 
gets an equal start in 
life.

‘The three new grad-
uates or teachers that 
will be joining our 
workforce in Argyll 
and Bute will help im-
prove childcare provi-
sion in our communi-
ties, and I look forward 
to seeing the Scottish 
Government contin-
ue to invest in our chil-
dren’s futures.’

by Advertiser reporters
editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

Council launches 
pier and harbour 
consultation

Finance available – please ask for details
All of our quality used vehicles and vans can be viewed at www.campbeltownmotorcompany.co.uk  

Call now to speak with our sales team or attend our showroom, no appointment necessary. 
Alternatively email us at cmc@peugeotmail.co.uk.

Campbeltown Motor Company, Snipefield, Drumore, Campbeltown 01586 552030

FANTASTIC DEALS ON NEW AND USED VEHICLES

We are open Monday to Friday 8:00 – 17:30 and every Saturday 8:30 – 13:00

www.campbeltownmotorcompany.co.uk

CAMPBELTOWN MOTOR COMPANY

2015 (65) Peugeot Boxer L3 H2 2.2 HDI Pro

White, only 1600 miles, fully ply-lined, 
side loading doors, rear parking aid, steel bulkhead, 

sat nav, bluetooth, ready for work.

Was £14495   Now £12995 + VAT

Silver, delivery mileage, rear parking camera, 
satellite navigation, bluetooth, alloys, heated electric seats, 

radio/CD/USB.

Cost New £28015   Our Price £19995

2016 (16) Peugeot 308 1.2 PT 130 Turbo Allure Petrol

Blue, only 1600 miles, front/rear parking sensors, alloys, radio/
USB, satellite navigation, auto lights & wipers, 

leather steering wheel.

Was £14995   Now £13995

2014 (14) Peugeot Boxer Dropside Pickup 2.2 HDI

White, only 2200 miles, ex-demonstrator, 
fully lined, radio/CD, remote central locking, 

electric windows, ready for work.

Was £14495   Now £12995+VAT

2016 (66) Peugeot 508 2.0 BHDI 150 Allure Diesel

2013 (63) Peugeot 3008 1.6 HDI 115 Allure Diesel

Bronze, only 15800 miles, glass roof, parking aid, alloys, 
bluetooth, auto lights/wipers, 6 speed gearbox, climate control.

Was £10995   Now £9995

2014 (64) Peugeot 208 1.6 HDI 92 Allure Diesel

White, 23000 miles, alloys, auto lights/wipers, radio/USB, tinted 
rear windows, bluetooth, climate control, leather steering wheel, 

private sale.

Was £8495   Now £7995

Pre-Registered Peugeot Cars

2016 (66) Peugeot 208 Roland Garros 1.2 PT 
110 Petrol. White, delivery mileage, sat nav, 
glass roof, rear camera. ..................Now £15995

2016 (66) Peugeot 2008 1.6 BHDI 75/100 Active 
Diesel. Choice, delivery mileage, bluetooth, 
alloys, radio/USB .......................... From £14995

Quality Used Peugeot Cars

2016 (16) Peugeot 308 1.6 BHDI 120 GT 
Line Diesel. Grey, 3800 miles, alloys, satellite 
navigation, parking camera ..............Now £17995

2016 (16) Peugeot 208 1.6 BHDI 120 GT Line 
Diesel. Red, 4200 miles, glass roof, 
parking sensors ........Was £16995. Now £15995

2016 (65) Peugeot 2008 1.6 BHDI 100 Allure 
Diesel. Grey, 6000 miles, grip control, 
alloys, USB ...............Was £13795. Now £12995

2015 (65) Peugeot 308 1.6 BHDI 120 Allure 
Diesel. Silver, 8500 miles, satellite navigation, 
auto lights/wipers ............................Now £12995

2015 (15) Peugeot 2008 1.6 HDI 92 Allure 
Diesel. Choice of 2, 8000 miles, 
grip control, alloys ....Was £12995. Now £11995

2016 (16) Peugeot 208 1.6 BHDI 100 Allure 
Diesel. Pearl white, 11000 miles, alloys, auto 
lights/wipers, USB ...........................Now £10995

2014 (64) Peugeot 308 1.6 HDI 92 Active Diesel. 
Silver, 11500 miles, satellite navigation, parking 
sensors, alloys ................................Now £10495

2013 (63) Peugeot 308 1.6 HDI 115 Active 
Diesel. Red, 26000 miles, glass roof, alloys, sat 
nav, USB, private sale ........................Now £9995

2013 (13) Peugeot 3008 1.6 HDI 115 Active 
Diesel. Grey, 42000 miles, alloys, parking 
sensors, radio/CD, bluetooth .............Now £7995

2016 (16) Peugeot 208 1.6 BHDI 75 Active 
Diesel. Red, only 650 miles, alloys, bluetooth, air 
conditioning, USB ..............................Now SOLD

2015 (65) Peugeot 208 1.6 BHDI 100 Allure 
Diesel. Grey, 13800 miles, alloys, auto lights/
wipers, radio/USB ..............................Now SOLD

2015 (65) Peugeot 208 1.2 VTI 82 Active Petrol. 
Blue, 8000 miles, alloys, bluetooth, radio/USB, 
air conditioning ..................................Now SOLD
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THE EDITOR welcomes letters of no more than 200 
words for publication on this page. 
The Editor reserves the right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names and addresses must be 
supplied to indicate good faith, although these details 
can be withheld from publication. Telephone numbers, 
if available, are also appreciated. Anonymous letters 
cannot be considered. Please write to: Letters, The 
Argyllshire Advertiser, 44 Argyll Street, Lochgilphead 
PA31 8NB, or fax us on 01546 602661.
E-mail: editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk.
E-mailed letters can only be considered if they have a 
name, full address and telephone number.

PRESS POLICY

Letters to the Editor, 
Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8NB
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We at The Argyllshire Advertiser endeavour to ensure that all our reports are fair and accurate and 
comply with the Editors’ Code of Practice set by the Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a significant mistake and you wish to discuss this with us, please let us 
know as soon as possible by any of the three methods: emailing editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk; 
telephoning our senior reporter on 01546 602345 or write to the Editor at Wyvex Media, Crannog Lane, 
Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your issue in a timeous, reasonable and amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, you can contact IPSO, which will investigate the matter. You can either 
telephone IPSO on 0300 123 2220 or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. IPSO is an independent body which 
deals with complaints from the public about the editorial content of newspapers and magazines. We will 
abide by the decision of IPSO.

Send 
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and stories 
to editor@
argyllshire
advertiser
.co.uk
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Argyll Street
Lochgilphead
Argyll PA31 8NB
Tel: 01546 602345
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Trainee Reporter: 
Rachel Carruthers
editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk
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Lisa Smith
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Head O�  ce:
Wyvex Media
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who’s who at your

Boys’ Brigade is 
keeping it real
Sir,
I’d like to commend the 
launch of the Be Real 
campaign which has been 
working with charities, 
schools and public bodies 
to help build the confi dence 
of young people in the UK.

A recent poll, delivered 
by the campaign, revealed 
that one-third of the 2,000 
teenagers polled avoid get-
ting involved in PE lessons 
because of the way they 
feel and look. 

In the Boys’ Brigade, we 
have noted similar fi gures 
to this relating to both body 
image and young people’s 
mental wellbeing and have 
made considerable efforts 
to stress the importance of 
how our organisation and 
youth work can help pro-
vide support and advice in 
relation to these issues. 

The BB offers a safe 
space where our mem-
bers can discuss how they 
are feeling and learn about 
both external and peer pres-
sures that could affect them 
and how to deal with them 
effectively. 

One of our goals is to in-
stil resilience in young peo-
ple, which leads to an in-
crease in confi dence and 
better equips them to deal 
with various situations they 
could face in life. 

Hopefully, more cam-
paigns such as this succeed 
and we can work together 
to stamp out stigma around 
mental health and help ad-
dress body confi dence 
issues, while supporting 

young people to reach their 
full potential. 

Alan Hunter,
Acting director,
The Boys’ Brigade

 Scotland.

Thanks to the
organisers
Sir,
I had the pleasure of at-
tending the 2017 Tarbert 
senior citizens dinner. As 
always, this was a tremen-
dous event.

Volunteers prepared the 
hall, welcomed us and then 
served a beautiful meal.

The entertainment was 
most enjoyable and encour-
aged everyone to get up and 
dance and enjoy the whole 
evening.

Congratulation to Tarbert 
Citizen of the Year Ken-
neth MacNab MBE, a well-
deserved award recognis-
ing the effort he makes for 
charities.

Thanks and appreciation 
are due to everyone who 
helped in any way to make 
the occasion such a success.

Anne Horn, 
SNP councillor 
for Kintyre and
the Islands.

Would the NHS be 
any better o� ?
Sir,
I write in response to 
Alistair Redman’s letter 
last week, in which he de-
clared the Scottish Govern-
ment incapable of running 
the NHS. Is he seriously 
suggesting that the Scottish 
NHS would be better off 
run by his Tory colleagues? 

The champion of priva-
tisation, under which the 
NHS in England experi-
enced junior doctor strikes 
in 2016, wants GPs to work 
seven days a week, 24 hours 
a day, has increased wait-
ing times and now propos-
es that non-urgent cases in 
A&E should wait up to 12 
hours to be seen.

The NHS in whichever 
country and run by whatever 
government needs positive 
answers to its problems, 
not constant party political 
sniping and criticism. Mr 
Redman should bear this in 
mind when he next puts pen 
to paper.

Mary-Anne Buntin,
Lochgilphead.

Holocaust 
Memorial Day
Sir,
The theme for this year’s 
Holocaust Memorial Day 
today (Friday January 27) is 
‘How can life go on?’, rais-
ing challenging questions 
for individuals, communi-
ties and nations in the after-
math of the Holocaust and 
subsequent genocides.

At around 6,000 events 
taking place across the 
country, people will refl ect 
upon the horrors of the past 
and remember those who 
were killed, while honour-
ing all those who survived 
and went on, with bravery, 
to rebuild their lives. 

Every January, when we 
listen to the testimony of 
survivors, we don’t just 
learn a little more about 
the darkest chapters of hu-
man history, we are also re-
minded of where hatred and 

bigotry can lead if left un-
challenged and unchecked. 
Today, that lesson is more 
important than ever, which 
is why I urge you to attend 
an event in your communi-
ty, listed at www.hmd.org.
uk.

In our fi lm for Holocaust 
Memorial Day 2017, Bea 
Green, a survivor of the 
Holocaust, tells the story of 
how she and her father were 
forced to fl ee Nazi Germa-
ny because they were Jew-
ish and how Nazi law en-
couraged the humiliation 
they faced. Today, in the 
UK, such persecution is 
unlawful, but people still 
face prejudice and hostility 
because of who they are.

This Holocaust Memorial 
Day, let’s learn from the les-
sons of the past to create a 
safer, better society.

Olivia Marks-Woldman, 
Chief executive of the
Holocaust Memorial
Day Trust.

Earthquake is no laughing
There are plenty of cases in human his tory 
where this most terrifying of natural phe-
nomena has caused death and devastation on 
a huge scale.

This week’s quake under the hills beside 
Loch Fyne, however, caused nothing more 
than a bit of a shoogle and a rumble. There 
was not – as far as we can tell – any damage.

Our posting on the Argyllshire Advertiser 
Facebook page went somewhat viral over-
night, with plenty of people talking about 
their experiences of the quake. Then there 
were the wags offering alternative theories 
as to the cause – from too much hot sauce on 
a takeaway to an excessive intake of Brus-
sels sprouts, leading to unfortunate seismic 
outcomes. A couple of folk cheekily suggest-
ed that a member of staff here at the paper 
might have dropped his wallet. That seems 
unlikely, but is still more plausible than him 
opening it.

In the spirit of Rabbie Burns, whose birth-
day was marked on Wednesday January 25, 
we offer a wee ditty in his honour, and we 
hope Burns afi cionados are not too offended.

Tae a quake
The grun’ did shoogle, and nae mistake
’Twas surely some pow’r the rocks did 
shake
The dugs beneath the tables did scoot
As fowk wunnered whit it was a’ aboot
Wis it a muckle, burstin’ purse
That landed wi’ a thump, an’ burst?
Yon hot sauce can be a scunner
Maybe ’twas it that caused the thunner
‘Whit pow’r did it?’ went up the shout
Richter 2.4 – the Brussels sprout!



READER George Burns stopped by 
the Advertiser offi ce to share with 
us his take on Burns. We thought 
it was a great, light-hearted way to 
round off the Burns celebrations.

Burns’ Lassies
By G Burns

There’s Peggy and Mary and 
Jeannie and Nancy

And Chloris and Anna, who all 
took his fancy

And Rosy and Nelly and Eppie 
Adair

And Jenny and Lesley and Phyl-
lis the fair

Clarinda and Jessie and Anna the 
charming

Eliza and Katy, he found quite 
disarming

Jeannie Scott and Miss Riddel 
and Tibbie Dunbar

Rabbie’s charm was weel kent, 
both near and afar

For certain a charmer and 
sometimes a sinner

There was Sheila O’Neill and 
Grace before dinner

There was Delia and Polly and 
Meg o’ the mill

Thro’ Rabbie’s sweet verses, they 
live with us still

Rabbie Burns was a charmer. 
That none can deny

When it came to the lassies he 
sure had an eye

With all of his conquests, life 
surely was heaven

No wonder he died when just 
thirty seven
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THE RSPB Big Gar-
den Birdwatch will be 
held over the next few 
days.

The world’s largest 
garden wildlife survey, 
now in its 38th year, 
takes place on January 
28, 29 and 30. 

This year, for the fi rst 
time, people will also 
be able to take part on 
the Monday, extending 
the birdwatch to three 
days. 

RSPB Scotland 
media offi cer Jenny 
Tweedie said: ‘Settling 
down with a cup of tea 
and a notebook to take 
part in the Big Garden 
Birdwatch is a fun, re-
laxing way to spend an 
hour.

‘You never really 
know what you’re go-
ing to see. But whether 
you spot your garden 
regulars or something 
more unusual, all sur-
vey results help us to 
understand how birds 
are doing right across 
the country.’

The puzzling monster on Loch Fyne postcard. 

The mystery of the 
Loch Fyne monster
A READER of the 
Advertiser has been in 
touch with a monstrous 
puzzle.

After recently pur-
chasing a blank post-

card on eBay, from 
someone in Transylva-
nia, Romania, Michael 
Reid decided to con-
tact the Argyllshire Ad-
vertiser to help solve 

the mystery. Mr Reid, 
who has lived in Loch-
gair for the past eight 
or nine years, collects 
postcards featuring 
scenes from the area. 
He said: ‘It’s fascinat-
ing to see how the area 
has changed over the 
years.’

Described
The postcard in ques-

tion shows a photo-
graph of what is des-
cribed as a monster in 
Loch Fyne.

Mr Reid comment-
ed: ‘It looks to me 
like it could be the de-
composing carcass of 

something like a bask-
ing shark or whale.’

There appears to be a 
bunnet-wearing fi gure 
in the top right hand 
corner of the photo-
graph, which has led 
us to believe the image 
was taken from a boat.  

If you know the story 
behind the mystical 
monster, please get 
in touch by emailing 
edi tor@argyllshire
advertiser.co.uk, visit 
the Argyllshire Adver-
tiser Facebook page 
or by post to 44 Argyll 
Street, Lochgilphead, 
Argyll, PA31 8NB.

Watch the birdie 
– over three days

As well as counting 
their feathered friends, 
RSPB Scotland is once 
again asking partici-
pants to log some of 
the other wildlife they 
see in their gardens 
and green spaces such 
as foxes, hedgehogs, 
slow worms, stoats, 
great-crested newts 
and moles. 

Invaluable
Gardens or outdoor 

spaces are an invalu-
able resource for many 
species as they can 
provide a safe habitat 
and enough food and 
water to survive.

To take part and 
download your free 
pack, visit rspb.org.uk/
birdwatch. 

The parallel event, 
the Big Schools’ Bird-
watch, is currently 
taking place during the 
fi rst half of spring term 
until February 17 this 
year. 

Further information 
can be found at rspb.
org.uk/schoolswatch.

The sweetest hours that e’er he spent… 

Robert 
Burns had 
an eye for 

the ladies.



Send 
your photos 
and stories to 
editor@argyllshire
advertiser.co.uk

COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD To advertise in the community noticeboard
call 01586 554646 or 01546 602345
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Warlocks and witches 
in a Burns’ opera

A BUSY coffee morn-
ing, held by Ardrish-
aig Church Eco Group, 
helped raise vital funds 
for the Tearfund toilet 
twinning scheme.

Through the scheme 
– which sponsors the 
building of toilets in 
developing countries - 
it costs £60 to build a 
new toilet and wash-
room in a rural com-

Pupils will tell the story of Tam o’ Shanter 
through opera. 

PUPILS at two Argyll 
primary schools are 
learning and exploring 
a Robert Burns’ classic 
through opera.

Kilninver Primary 
School and Dunbeg 
Primary School pupils 
will rehearse and per-
form an opera based 
on Robert Burns’ icon-
ic poem Tam o’ Shant-
er in February.

Scottish Opera’s an-
nual primary schools 
tour hit the road ear lier 
this month with The 
Tale o’ Tam o’ Shanter, 
a show created to re-in-

troduce young people 
to the works of the cel-
ebrated Scottish poet.

Written especially for 
children in primaries 
fi ve, six and seven, the 
fast-paced adventure 
features original lyrics 
by Ross Stenhouse and 
music by Karen Mac-
Iver, who also wrote 
the music for Scottish 
Opera’s popular fam-
ily show, The Little 
White Town of Never 
Weary. 

Participating schools 
are provided with 
teaching resources 

to help introduce the 
songs from The Tale o’ 
Tam o’ Shanter to pu-
pils in advance.

A team of Scottish 
Opera performers and 
arts education special-
ists then spend a day 
rehearsing and pre-
paring the pupils for a 
choreographed, fully-
costumed performance 
of The Tale o’ Tam o’ 
Shanter for family and 
friends.

The show follows a 
farmer named Tam o’ 
Shanter as he makes 
his way home from 
market day with his 
faithful horse Meg.

As the night grows 
darker, the rain falls 
and the wind shrieks 
through the branches 
of the trees, he fi nds 
himself outside the 
church where he dis-
covers a coven of 
witches dancing.

Fascinated, Tam stops 
to watch, but suddenly 
one of them spots him, 
and he and Meg must 
run for their lives.

Eco group serves tasty
treats in aid of Tearfund

Having a great natter: Nora McArthur, Heather Cameron, Ivy Campbell, Grace Cli� ord and 
Andina MacKinnon.

Phyllis Angus, Isobel 
McMillan and Jess 
Hendrie enjoyed a 
morning co� ee. 

Eco group members 
Fiona MacFarlane, 
Jean Hodgson, 
Mary Stirling and 
Ann Watson explain 
what the money will 
go towards. 

munity family home. 
For £240, a school 
could have a toilet 
block constructed.

The coffee morn-
ing, held on Saturday 
January 21, saw more 
than £450 raised for 
the cause, as the group 
served up mountains of 
delicious home baking 
and sold extra treats 
from the cake stall.

TOGOFF

To welcome in the new year, we are running a special offer on our 
Springbank Tour each weekend in January and February 2017.

Our TOGOFF offer applies to the Springbank Tour (£7 per person)
every Friday, Saturday & Monday in January and February. 

Learn the whisky making process from start to Þnish at ScotlandÕs 
oldest independent family owned distillery then return to 

CadenheadÕs Whisky Shop for a dram of our famous whisky 
and take away a visitors miniature to enjoy at home. 

Tours are available at 10am & 1:30pm.

To book a tour, email tours@springbankwhisky.com or 
call 01586 551710. Tickets should be collected from 

Cadenhead’s Whisky Shop up to 15 minutes before the tour. 

Tour One Get One For Free 

www.springbankwhisky.com 

SCDA
Co� ee Morning

Saturday 4th February
Red Cross Hall, 

Kirk Street
10am – 12 noon

£1.50
Ra�  e, Baking, Tombola
Drama Festival Tickets 

On Sale!
SC021374

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/
argyllshireadvertiser
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LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTION

Design a new picnic area 
and win a prize

a new picnic area 
BUDDING designers 
are being asked to ‘use 
their loaf’ to create a 
public leisure space in 
Lochgilphead.

An award of £10,000 
through the Tesco Bags 
of Help scheme – us-
ing money raised from 
the supermarket’s 5p 
bag charge – has al-
lowed Blarbuie Wood-
land Enterprise Ltd to 
go ahead with a special 
project.

Located at Blarbuie 
community woodland, 
the plan is to create 
a picnic area around 
the octagon space and 
the enterprise compa-

Blarbuie Woodland is to have a new picnic 
area – and you could design it. 

How your group can enter
The competition opened to entries on Monday 
January 16 and will close at noon on Monday 
February 13.
To enter on behalf of your organisation or 
school, email your design to grace.macleod@
btinternet.com or pete.creech@virgin.net. 
Alternatively, hand your paper design in at Ar-
gyll and Bute Hospital reception.
Blarbuie Woodland Enterprise Ltd is o� ering a 

£100 prize for the winning group and two run-
ner-up prizes of £25 each.
Anyone seeking to enter is encouraged to visit 
and assess the site in plenty of time to submit 
their design before the closing date. 
The Blarbuie picnic area competition is run un-
der the sole control of Blarbuie Woodland Enter-
prise Ltd and the board of directors of this or-
ganisation will have the � nal say on winners.

ny wants communi-
ty groups to come up 

with the design. Any 
local group or school 

can enter. The design 
should incorporate the 
seven picnic bench-
es and eight pieces of 
timber-constructed ad-
venture playground 
equipment that will be 
available.

The aim is to cre-
ate an accessible pic-
nic and children’s play 
area with a woodland 
theme. 

Wildlife-friendly fea-
tures such as bird feed-
ers and squirrel runs 
may also score well in 
the judging process.

So what are you wait-
ing for? Enter the pic-
nic area competition... 

CLACHAN Calami-
ties will be pulling out 
all the stops during its 
family pantomime this 
weekend.

The community dra-
ma group, made up of 
all ages and abilities, 
will be performing a 
comical take on The 
Adventures of Sinbad. 
Treating audiences to 
spectacular costumes, 
plenty of belly laughs 
and, of course, some 
audience participation.  

Sinbad and his mis-
chievous pirates will 
be dropping anchor in 
Clachan Village Hall 
on Friday January 27 at 
7pm, and will be mak-
ing a second appear-
ance on Saturday Jan-
uary 28 at 2pm, for a 
special matinee perfor-

Swashbuckling Sinbad steals the show

Will Captain Corsair marry his beloved Jasmine or will Sinbad save 
the day? 

mance, and at 7pm for 
another evening show.

Tickets can be pur-
chased from Clachan 

Village Shop or from 
John Hunts, Tarbert, 
or by calling Lesley on 
01880 740203.

Adult tickets are £7 
and tickets for primary 
school children and un-
der are £5. 
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Argyll-based charity rides out the 
Gambian upheaval

The streets were eerily quiet last week. 

A FOUNDER mem-
ber of an Argyll-based 
charity has spoken of 
‘a diffi cult time’ for 
personnel in Gambia 
amid political turmoil 
in the west African na-
tion.

Based in Inveraray, 
First Aid 4 Gambia 
is a charity providing 
fi rst aid training and 
equipment for schools 
and nurseries in 
Gambia.

The charity found it-
self in the middle of a 
volatile political sit-
uation in December 
as Gambian president 
Yahya Jammeh refused 
to accept the result of 
an election which saw 
his presidential posi-
tion taken by rival can-
didate Adama Barrow. 
Refusing to budge, 
Jammeh declared a 
state of emergency on 
Tuesday last week.

With west African 
troops assembling on 
the country’s borders, 
ready to oust Jammeh 
by force if necessary, 
tourists were advised 
to leave Gambia.

Bill Nelson, who set 
up First Aid 4 Gambia 
with his sister Fiona in 
2009, said last week: 
‘It is a diffi cult time 
just now, with many 
Gambians concerned 
at the prospect of mil-
itary action.

‘We have suspended 
all our work until the 

situation is resolved. 
This was largely for 
practical reasons since 
majority of schools we 
deal with reported at-
tendance of pupils sub-
stantially reduced after 
Christmas holidays.

‘Many Gambians 
have sent their fami-
lies either to the rural 
areas or across the bor-
der. Schools with 150 
to 200 pupils report-
ed only 10 showing 
up and, in some cases, 
teachers failing to re-
turn as well.’

He added: ‘I am in 
daily contact with 
our Gambian project 
manager who reports 
that businesses closed, 
streets were almost de-
serted and tourists be-
ing repatriated. After a 
poor tourist season with 
the ebola scare, this will 
massively affect a weak 
economy heavily reliant 
on tourism.’

Then, on Satur-
day January 21, Jam-
meh fl ed the country, 
heading for Equatorial 
Guinea. Rumours per-
sist that he took with 
him millions from the 
national coffers as well 
as numerous vehicles 
from his luxury car 
collection.

Speaking on Monday 

as the country await-
ed the arrival of new 
president Adama Bar-
row from Senegal’s 
capital Dakar, Bill Nel-
son said: ‘It has been 
a very fl uid situation, 
and there still may be 

a few twists and turns 
to come, but over-
all a mood of great 
optimism in the new 
Gambia.

‘They are going to 
need all the help and 
assistance possible.’

A gentle reminder to 
Yahya Jammeh. 

C. Hodge Fencing
www.hodgefencing.co.uk

Hodge Fencing, Lerags, By Oban -  01631 563271Hodge Fencing, Lerags, By Oban -  01631 563271Hodge Fencing, Lerags, By Oban -  01631 563271Hodge Fencing, Lerags, By Oban -  01631 563271

Posts, wire, rails, sleepers gates, fencing accessories, 
electric fencing, cattlegrids, specialist timbers 

COLLECT /

ANY SIZE OF LOAD 

DELIVERED 

within Argyll 

from artics to 

one post

LINKEDIN FOR BUSINESS
Want to boost your business with LinkedIn? We’ll take you beyond
networking by showing you how it can market your products and promote
your brand.
Wed 8th February 2017 from 9.30am - 12.30pm, Campbeltown
Wed 1st March 2017 from 1.30 - 4.30pm, Inveraray

DIGITAL MARKETING STRATEGY
Learn the practical steps necessary to develop a digital marketing strategy.
Tue 28th February 2017 from 9.30am - 12.30pm, Inveraray

PAID FOR ONLINE ADVERTISING
Ideal for those who have experience of paid for advertising and have a
digital marketing strategy in place, but wish to increase its effectiveness to
attract and retain customers.
Wed 8th February 2017 from 1.30 - 4.30pm, Campbeltown
Tue 28th February 2017 from 1.30 - 4.30pm, Inveraray

PRODUCING ENGAGING ONLINE CONTENT
Producing quality content is an excellent way of helping customers
develop a meaningful relationship with your brand, and ultimately
boosting sales. Learn to understand, source and measure content.
Wed 1st March 2017 from 9.30am - 12.30pm, Inveraray

To book a place please contact the Business Gateway team.

DigitalBoost is run in conjunction with Business Gateway and
partners to offer you fully funded workshops, advice and support.

01546 808363
argyll&bute@bgateway.com
visit www.bgateway.com/digitalboost

Business Workshops
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A STRONG line-up 
of speakers from Scot-
land and overseas has 
been recruited to speak 
at grazing conferenc-
es being held in Moffat 
and Perth.  

Better Grazing = Bet-
ter Business offers free 
events, organised by 
Quality Meat Scot-
land (QMS), which will 
look at how managing 
grazing can help im-
prove the bottom line 
for sheep and beef pro-
ducers. 

Those who attend 
will hear from some 
world-leading grazing 
consultants, as well as 
from other farmers who 
have successfully im-
plemented changes to 
their grazing regimes to 
benefi t their businesses.

In the morning, An-
dre Van Barneveld 
from Graise Consultan-
cy in Ireland will speak 
about the value in grass 
and how it can increase 
profi tability.

NFUS hustings
NFUS members got 
the chance to quiz 
each of the contend-
ers for the NFUS pres-
ident and vice-presi-
dent jobs.

Turn to page 46 for 
more. 

Grazing conference 
speakers announced

Jim Logan will be one of the guest speakers.

He will be joined by 
Trevor Cook, a vet and 
sheep and beef pro-
duction consultant 
from Totally Vets Ltd 
in Feilding, New Zea-
land. Mr Cook will 
speak about how live-
stock production re-
volves around feed and 
link this to grass pro-
duction and profi t. 

The fi nal morning 
speaker is Jim Logan, 
QMS Borders Grazing 

Group host farmer at 
Pirntaton, Fountainhall, 
Galashiels.

The 570-hectare beef 
and sheep unit has a 
mixture of temporary 
and permanent grass, 
with a signifi cant area 
of rough grazing and 
some fodder crops.

Mr Logan has made 
several changes to his 
system over the course 
of the three-year graz-
ing group project and 

will share how he has 
managed to reduce 
costs and increase out-
put.  

Talking about the 
systems they have in 
place to manage graz-
ing more effective-
ly on their farms will 
be farmer Alan Cow-
an from Northumber-
land, joined by farmer 
Robert Fleming from 
South Milton Farm, 
near Stranraer, at the 

®

ENERGYZING 
YOUR FLOCK 
PERFORMANCE

BUY A BUCKET BURSTING 
WITH VITALITY!
CALL 01888 545200 TO 
PLACE YOUR ORDER! 

BUY A BUCKET BURSTING 

CALL 01888 545200 TO 

 Propylene glycol to reduce the strain 
on the liver whilst supporting the ewe 
against twin lamb disease 

 No added vegetable fat to reduce 
added pressure on the liver  
 Enriched with Sel-Plex, Mannans, 
Omega 3 oils and Cobalt/B12 for 
improved colostrum and milk quality 

 Choline aiding embryo development 
and lamb growth for stronger lambs  

SPECIAL
OFFER

Buy 2.4 tonnes of 
Energyze Vitality or 
more and get a free 
Harbro boilersuit. 

harbro.co.uk

Offer valid until 15 March 2017.  Terms and conditions apply. 

To fi nd out more about the NFU Vehicle Discount 
Scheme call  John Spicer at S&S Services

on 07831 808702 or 01292 880080

S&S Services, Heathfi eld, Ayr.
Tel: 01292 880080 / 07831 808702

ALL ROADS LEAD TO S&S

S&S SERVICES

KINTYRE 
BLACKFACE SHEEP

BREEDERS 
ASSOCIATION

Annual 
Stockjudging

Saturday 4th February 
2017

at 7.30pm
Langa Farm

By kind permission of 
Rory & Mary Colville

Usual Classes
Refreshments

All Welcome

Charity No. SC016642

Moffat event, and Mi-
chael Shannon from 
Thankerton at the event 
in Perth. 

The Better Grazing = 
Better Business events 
at Moffat House Ho-
tel on Wednesday Feb-
ruary 8 and at Hun-
tingtower Hotel, Perth, 
on Thursday February 
9, begin at 10am and 
lunch will be provided.

To reserve you place 
phone QMS on 0131 
472 4040 or email 
i n f o @ q m s c o t l a n d .
co.uk

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/argyllshireadvertiser
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FURNACE and Mi-
nard primary school 
pupils headed off to 
Glasgow for a day at 
Kelvingrove Art Gal-
lery and Museum last 
week.

The visit was planned 
as part of a mini Scot-
land topic but the pu-
pils saw and learned 
much beyond their na-
tional heritage.

From Egyptian mum-
mies to dinosaurs, 
Charles Rennie Mac-

A CASH grant from 
Scottish Sea Farms has 
got Oban Music Soci-
ety off to a fl ying start 
in their fundraising ap-
peal for a new piano.

The existing Stein-
way grand piano is 80 
years old and the so-
ciety is desperately 
in need of a replace-
ment, which could cost 
£30,000.

Great start
The £5,000 sponsor-

ship from Scottish Sea 
Farms has given the 
appeal a great start and 
the music society is 
hoping to raise the re-
maining funds over the 
course of the next 12 
months.

Jeremy Church, sec-
retary of Oban Music 

Oban Music Society has
grand start to piano appeal

Society, said: ‘We are 
delighted to receive 
this cash from the 
Heart of the Commu-
nity Fund, as it helps 
us get the fundrais-
ing appeal off to such 
a positive start. We are 
hoping that other sup-
porters will now come 
forward, as a new in-
strument is so impor-
tant to our young mu-
sicians.

‘The piano is also 
used by the Mòd, the 
Highlands and Islands 
Music and Dance Fes-
tival, by the Mendels-
sohn on Mull Festival, 
the Winter Series of 
concerts, the Lorn Live 
Festival and a number 
of other musical events 
which take place in St 

John’s Cathedral. In 
total, about 500 peo-
ple will benefi t from 
a new grand piano be-
ing purchased, so we 
are hugely grateful to 
Scottish Sea Farms for 
this initial support.’

Grants
The Heart of the 

Community Grant 
Trust provides fi nan-
cial grants to commu-
nity projects within the 
regions Scottish Sea 
Farms operates in.

Application forms for 
the Heart of the Com-
munity Grant Trust can 
be found on the Scot-
tish Sea Farms web-
site – www.scottishsea 
farms.com – together 
with full details of the 
criteria required.

Primary pupils 
meet the King 
at Kelvingrove

The � oating heads were fascinating. 

Furnace and Minard pupils enjoyed a trip to 
Kelvingrove Museum. Children pose  with Elvis – the King. Intosh art and the fa-

mous Spitfi re, there 
was plenty to capture 
the pupils imagination.

Pupils said:
Kaine: ‘My favour-

ite painting was 
Christ of St John of 
the Cross by Salva-
dor Dali which was 
strange but amazing 
since you felt that you 
were looking into the 
painting from above.’
Jeremi: ‘I really liked 
the fl oating heads 

with all the different 
expressions on their 
faces, some of them 
were a bit creepy.’
Marie: ‘The ancient 
Egyptian artefacts were 
amazing and we played 
some fun games like 
Wrap the Mummy.’
Nicola: ‘I’d like to go 
back to see the Ancient 
Egypt section and the 
weapons again. I could 
imagine what it was 
like to be a warrior in 
the past.’

After a storm, 
my Daddy makes 
sure everyone’s 
electricity is on

We’re ready for winter. 
Are you?

Get ready at ssen.co.uk

ssencommunity

0800 300 999

Keep your
phone charged 

Get our free 
Power Track App
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Many people get excited at the thought of 
self-building, but then balk at the size and 
complexity of the task. Common fears? Lack 
of knowledge of the building trade, a belief 
that they are not suffi  ciently practi cal and an 
anxiety that their main life asset - their home - 
may be put in jeopardy if things go wrong. 

The simplest answer to this is: don’t worry! 
More than 20,000 people in the UK self-build 
homes each year. More than 90 per cent have 
never built anything before. The majority end 
their projects successfully and most contribute 
only marginally in practi cal terms. 

Self-build currently represents about 25 per 
cent of the detached house building market 
and about 15 per cent of the larger house 
building market- more than any single com-
mercial developer.

Self-builders come from all backgrounds 
and all ages, though they tend to be existi ng 
homeowners. Other popular categories include 
couples in their 30s and 40s with young fam-
ilies who are keen to leap two or three rungs 
in the housing ladder, and empty-nesters, 
people coming up to reti rement, perhaps living 
in a large home where they brought up their 
children, who want to downsize to somewhere 
smaller, easier and cheaper to maintain. What 
this disparate group does share, however, is 
the ability to organise. 

That includes knowing how to work out 
a budget, how to prioriti se, how to nego-

ti ate - oft en the most worrying aspect to 
the beginner, but a skill that develops with 
surprising ease - and, perhaps most important 
of all, knowing how to ask questi ons, and to go 
on asking unti l you get an answer that makes 
sense. 

All that can be summed up by the term 
‘project management’ - something many of 
us do all the ti me in our jobs or social and 
family lives. On top of that, there is more help 
available than ever before, so let our guide be 
your starti ng point to the dream of a self-build 
home!

Beginners Guide to 
Self-build

Building a Future
Whether you are a joiner, builder, 
tradesman, or even a home 
owner, Rembrand Timber will 
help you find the materials you 
need all under one roof, at their 
Irvine  and Oban branches.

Having been the largest 
independent timber merchants in 
Scotland for over 10 years now; 
and with 20 branches around 
Scotland; they’ve got the timber, 

sheet materials, doors, flooring 
and windows that you need for 
your job, and more importantly 
they’ve got the right quality, at 
the right price. 

To all this add building 
materials, plastics, roofing 
products, decorating, plumbing, 
bathroom supplies, and a friendly 
knowledgeable service all here at 
Rembrand Timber.

Set a realistic budget
Take a sensible approach to 
your budget and your project 
won’t turn into a money pit 
like those seen on shows such 
as Grand Designs. Set a � rm, 
realistic � gure before the design 
stage begins, but include a 
contingency (10-15%).

Arrange � nancing
Whether through a bank or a 
dedicated self-build mortgage 
company,  your next step should 
be to secure funding. That way 
you will know exactly what 
your budget is from the start, 
and when you � nd a plot you 
love, you will be able to seal 
the deal before it gets sold 
out from under you. Self-build 
mortgages often work on a 
stage payment basis, in which 
funds are released at key points 
throughout the project, either in 
advance or in arrears, depending 
on the product you choose. 

Choose a building route
Many � rst-time builders 
choose a package company to 
guide them through the entire 

process, from design to build. 
These companies generally o� er 
customisable standard houses 
and bespoke design options. 
The other option is to hire an 
architect and contractor or 
professional project manager, 
so that the house can be built 
to your exact speci� cations. 
Check listings, then ask around 
to � nd out if others had a good 
experience with your potentials. 

Find an architect or self-
build package company
Whether you choose a package 
supplier (who designs and 
builds the home for you) or a 
local architect, make sure they 
understand your requirements 
and budget. The more 
information they have up front, 
the more e�  ciently they will 
be able to design your dream 
home. Continually going back to 
them with changes or additions 
will slow down the process and 
add to the cost. 

Start the planning process
Get in touch with the 
local planning authority early. 
Argyll and Bute council o� ers a 

pre-application system called 
Planning for Firm Foundations, 
so you can � nd out whether 
your proposal is likely to be 
acceptable in terms of the 
provisions of the adopted 
development plan. 

Sort out the essentials
Before going any further, make 
certain you have all the proper 
consents in addition to planning 
permission (sometimes you 
need other special local permis-
sions, such as conservation area 
consent.) Be sure to safeguard 
your investment by getting 
the contracts, warranties and 
insurance in place. Even if your 
contractor has insurance, you 
may need to take  specialist 
self-build insurance. 

Prepare the plot
The � rst step before starting 
the build is preparing the site, 
something your contractor 
usually deals with. This includes 
clearing vegetation, levelling 
the plot, installing drainage and 
setting out the trenches. 

Get building
Most home building projects 
fall into � ve stages: foundation 
work; getting the house wind 
and weather tight (roof on, 
windows and doors in); � rst 
� x (initial services, structural 
carpentry and plastering); 
second � x (after the plastering) 
and � nal decoration. You can 
choose to have the interior 
completely � tted out, or, if 
you are handy with carpentry, 
perform the details such as 
cabinet installation, carpet 
laying and painting yourself. 

Enjoy your dream home!
By this stage, you wil be raring 
to move in. First, consider a few 
practicalities, such as obtaining 
the Completion Certi� cate 
from building control, making 
sure any last minute snags 
are dealt with- and don’t 
forget relclaiming the VAT. After 
months of paperwork and stress, 
it’s time to enjoy the fruits of 
your labour!

First steps to follow
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SLJ Interiors has been at the 
forefront of Interior Design for 
over 30 years.  Now based 
in Oban, they have recently 
worked on a variety of dif-
ferent projects including the 
complete redesign of older 
properties, the renovation 
and refurbishment of the new 
Argyll Tapestry shop on Oban 
Esplanade, and numerous 
new build and house exten-
sion projects.

We asked them about working 
on new build projects:

If people are wondering 
if they need both an 

architect and an interior 
designer, what would 

you say to them?

Experienced interior designers 
can offer invaluable ideas on 
the use and fl ow of interior 
space.  They are experts at 

fi nding out about the lifestyle, 
atmosphere, look and feel 
their clients would like to 
realise in their new home and 
will make sure the new space 
delivers that.  So, involving 
an interior designer early in 
the process really can help 
achieve a very successful 
and lovely new home.  

SLJ Interiors have extensive 
experience of working with 
clients, their architects and 

trades from initial conception 
through to a fi nished home.  

An example of recent new 
build and extension projects 
by SLJ Interiors includes 
a generous extension to a 
modest coastal bungalow.  
SLJ Interiors worked with the 
architect from the very fi rst 
stages to create an elegant 
new drawing room, kitchen, 
breakfast room and entrance 
hall.  They also suggested 
the remodelling of the ex-
terior of the whole building 
to create a fi nish that looks 
gorgeous and compliments 
the surroundings.

The best way to fi nd out more 
about what SLJ Interiors can 
do to help you with your pro-
ject, large or small, is to call 
and have a chat with them. 

B
e 

in
sp
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ed

Beautiful interior design to create your perfect space… 

Showroom and Studio: Star Brae, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4NX

01631 571122   |  info@sljinteriors.co.uk  |  www.sljinteriors.co.uk  |   : sljinteriors.co.uk

SLJ INTERIORS
Interior Design before architectural approvals? 

An inside out way to look at things…
but that’s exactly what it is.

Experienced 
interior designers 

can offer 
invaluable ideas on 

the use and fl ow 
of interior space.  
They are experts 
at fi nding out 

about the lifestyle, 
atmosphere, 

look and feel their 
clients wish to 

achieve

At what point does a 
‘self-builder’ involve an 
interior designer?
‘Homeowners want to make sure 
their project is built or remodelled as 
effi ciently as possible, and that means 
assembling the right design and build 
team from the very beginning.   People 
often only start thinking about the 
interior towards the end of the build 
process.  However, interior space 
is so much more than just furniture 
and furnishings.  Every surface in 
an architectural space needs to be 
considered as part of the overall design.  
Elements such as colours, textures, 
proportions, lighting, balance as well as 
furniture and fabrics all come together 
in the fi nal scheme.  Considering these 
elements early on can help the success 
of the whole project’.
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What will it cost?
Everyone knows that when you buy a traditi onal 
home, you get a mortgage. But how do you go 
about fi nancing a self-build, and how much will it 
cost when you factor in the land and the build? 

This will be based on available savings, the likely 
profi t from the sale of your existi ng home and 
what you can expect to raise on a mortgage. 
Traditi onally, around a third of the total has been 
devoted to purchasing a plot, with the remainder 
covering constructi on. At today’s land prices, 
40-60 per cent is more likely to account for the 
plot, and in popular areas the percentage can rise 
even higher. Esti mati ng the build cost will depend 
on the house size, the form of constructi on, the 
complexity of the design, the materials selected, 
local labour rates and the specifi c conditi ons 
of the site such as poor ground conditi ons that 
demand specialist foundati ons.

Setting budgets
In other words, it’s complicated, and you’re 
almost certain to require specialist help. Having 
said that, architects’ and builders’ price books, 
detailing the costs of every aspect of constructi on 
and updated annually, are available in local 
libraries or at bookstores (look for names like 
Spon or Wessex).

Esti mati ng soft ware such as Esti matorXpress 
from HBXL is a good way to plan the cost of your 
project. Easy to understand building diagrams 
help you input your project’s dimensions to 
calculate the cost, and because it’s linked directly 
to a builders’ merchants price list, the esti mates 
are totally accurate.

It also guides you through each build phase step 
by step, so you don’t forget to factor in certain 
materials, labour or plants that can prove costly 
later on. Design and build package companies will 
also provide basic esti mates for their standard 
designs. Some builder’s merchants will supply 
free esti mati ng services based on detailed house 
plans.

Traditi onally, constructi on esti mates are provided 
by a quanti ty surveyor, though the service is 
unlikely to be cost-eff ecti ve for a project as small 
as a single house. In practi ce, arriving at a precise 
budget will depend on negoti ati ons with your 
designer or project manager and your contractor. 
Don’t expect to ti e everything down before you 
start. Every build has its own peculiariti es. A 10 
per cent conti ngency fund is recommended. 

Financing a self-
build home
Most people obtain a mortgage to fi nance their 
project. Mortgages, however, are granted on the 
basis of collateral. That obviously doesn’t exist 
when all you have is a building plot. Self-build 
mortgages are therefore funded on the comple-
ti on of various stages of the build, typically four 
or fi ve. 

Cash fl ow
This means, of course, that you need to be able 
to fund stages, either from your own resources or 
other borrowing, before you are reimbursed by 
the next payment from your main lender. In the 
case of a ti mber frame house, where the frame 
might account for a third of your total budget - 
payable in one go - this is likely to require careful 
juggling of fi nances. Always establish clearly with 
your lender when and how stage payments will 
be made so you don’t fi nd yourself running into 
cash fl ow problems and perhaps losing a reliable 
subcontractor. One soluti on is to raise a loan on 
your existi ng home, to be re-paid when you sell 
it.

Another way of managing cash fl ow is to open an 
account with a builder’s merchant. Thirty days’ 
payment is common and provides a welcome 
respite when cash is ti ght. Clear your credit cards, 
too, before you start. They are useful, short-term 
back up.

Raising fi nance
A mortgage is one of the most 
important fi nancial commitments 
you will make, and the Scotti  sh 
Building Society is committ ed to 
providing individualised service to 
each and every client. 

SBS has been helping people in 
Scotland buy homes since 1848. 
Self-build Mortgages are one 
of their specialti es, with expert 
advisers available to help you 
through the enti re applicati on 
process. 

A Self-build Mortgage from 
Scotti  sh Building Society is 
diff erent from a regular mortgage, 
in that the funds are released in  
stages as the build progresses. You 
can borrow up to 80% 
of the total cost of the 
land and constructi on 
costs or valuati on, 
whichever is lower, so 
the whole build process 
is more fl exible. 

Scotti  sh Building 
Society has been 
recognised with a 

‘Highly Commended’ award by 
the readers of What Mortgage 
magazine in the Best Guarantor 
Mortgage provider category. They 
are the only independent building 
society based in Scotland, and is 
believed to be the world’s oldest 
mutual. It has assets of some £397 
million, a mortgage book of £275 
million and a network of six branch 
offi  ces and 60 agencies throughout 
Scotland.

To fi nd out more about a Self-
Build Mortgage, talk to one of the 
Scotti  sh Building Society qualifi ed 
mortgage advisers on 0345 600 
4085, or visit www.scotti  shbs.co.uk

Scotti  sh Building Society
Self-build mortgages individualised for you
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They say it pays to shop around – 
but loyalty pays too

Switching mortgage products didn’t mean changing lenders for Joe Kelly 
and Catherine Hallett

When they decided to take the plunge and build 
their own home, Joe Kelly and Catherine Hallett  
turned to Scotti  sh Building Society for help. A 
self-build mortgage from the society allowed 
them to draw down funds as required for each 
phase of the project.  Now happily sett led in 
to their new 5 bedroom detached home on 
the outskirts of Perth, they have switched to a 
standard mortgage, and are delighted that the 
Society had a competi ti ve product to off er.

Catherine takes up the story: “We bought the 
land for our new home in December 2013 and 
broke ground ten months later in October 2014. 
Originally we went through a mortgage broker 
to fi nance the build project, and he put us in 
touch with Scotti  sh Building Society. As the build 
progressed I was glad to be able to deal directly 
with the Society’s Fiona Dyer who kept me right 

through every stage of the process.’ 
“It was great to be able to pick up the phone 

to someone who took the ti me to explain things 
to me clearly, and who had local knowledge.  I 
really welcomed her experti se and it was for 
that reason that we turned to Scotti  sh Building 
Society when the ti me came to switch to a 
standard mortgage once the build completed.  I 
had shopped around a bit on the internet so I 
knew what rates were available and when Fiona 
responded quickly with a competi ti ve quote 
we snapped it up.  We were already inclined 
to remain loyal to Scotti  sh Building Society 
because of the support and personal contact 
I had throughout the build, and we are both  
delighted to remain a member of the Society 
with our new mortgage.”

Catherine and Joe’s new home 
Build cost - £240,000 including land
Current value - £350,000. 

Project highlights
“We worked well with our architect and our 
builder to create a unique space for the family,” 
says Catherine.  “The kitchen is at the heart of 
the home and it is where we spend most of our 
ti me so it was important that it was big enough to 
accommodate us all. Joe is a pipefi tt er and, with 
the help of his brother, he carried out most of 
that work which saved us money and ensured we 
have a high quality product.  We are glad that we 
used local trades-people, building suppliers and 
professionals as we built some good relati onships 
along the way. I love the kitchen and our upstairs 
lounge with its fabulous views and cosy wood 
burning stove. It’s a great family home and aff ords 
us good space for socialising.”

McKinven & Colville Ltd has 
been established for over 50 
years and is regarded as Kintyre’s 
leading building contractor. The 
business is led by Barry Colville 
and delivers high specifi cati on 
projects within the domesti c, 
leisure and commercial markets 
throughout the region.

As complete-service building 
contractors, they carry out all 
aspects of general building, ren-
ovati on and refurbishment work 
including new builds, extensions, 
refurbishments, conversions, 
windows, doors, bathrooms, 
kitchens  and all associated 
trades including joinery, roofi ng, 
plastering, electrical work and 
ti ling work.  

The company prides itself on 

achieving consistently high levels 
of repeat business and referrals as 
a result of gaining a real under-
standing of the client’s needs. 

McKinven and Colville employ 
a vast team of skilled, qualifi ed 
and experienced tradesmen. New 
builds are a major part of their 
business and they pride them-
selves on their growing portf olio.  
Traditi onal build, Timberframe, 
System-Build, Greenfi eld and 
Brownfi eld sites are all within 
their areas of specializati on. All 
statutory consents and certi fi cates 
are supplied upon completi on as 
standard. 

If you are planning a self-build 
project give McKinven & Colville a 
call to discuss how they can work 
with you.

Kintyre’s leading building contractors

Home Reports and Valuations, Energy Reports, 
Quantity Surveying and Project Management

Dunoon Offi ce 01369 705000
Email: dunoon@alliedsurveyorsscotland.com

Helensburgh Offi ce 01436 674976
Email: helensburgh@alliedsurveyorsscotland.com

Fort William Offi ce 01397 705541
Email: fort.william@alliedsurveyorsscotland.com

www.alliedsurveyorsscotland.com

Local Surveyors operating 
throughout Argyll, Bute 

and Lochaber
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Finding land is the fi rst and 
biggest hurdle, and it deters 

many prospective self-builders. 
Unless you are lucky enough 

to own land, fi nding a suitable 
plot from scratch is likely to 

take time and effort. Not only 
are the most popular areas 

highly developed or fenced off 
by planning restrictions, plots 

that come on the market are 
constantly sought by local and 

national developers.

So what chance does the lone, usually inexperi-
enced self-builder have? Actually, he or she has 
advantages denied to the professional. The fi rst 
is that paying the keenest price is not always a 
priority. A developer will usually need to build 
and sell a new property as soon as possible - to 
reduce borrowing and maintain his business.

A self-builder, however, is likely to spend several 
years in the house they build, allowing them to 
spread the cost of the plot over a long period. 
Not all plots are going to appeal to developers. 
They may be too small to generate suffi  cient 
short-term profi t or they may have potenti al 
problems - a steep slope or an awkward shape. 
Remember, no plot is going to be perfect. 
Oft en solving a local problem can inspire you or 
your designer to think in new and imaginati ve 

Trying to fi nd a suitable plot of land to build your new home? Need fi nancial 
advice? Or advice on contracts, planning, access or services? 

Jas Campbell can help.
As both Solicitors and Real Estate Agents, Jas Campbell offer an integrated 
service combining property, fi nancial and legal advice and expertise for those 
times when you need a little help. 

Please visit our website for further information on how Jas Campbell can help 
you. www.jascampbell.co.uk

Unit Two, The Douglas Centre, Brodick, Isle of Arran 
Open Mon – Fri 9.30 – 4pm (closed1-2pm)

Telephone 01770 302 027
Email arranoffi ce@jascampbell.co.uk 

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority for Financial Services. Offices across Scotland | ckdgalbraith.co.uk

Barbreck Farm, 
Taynuilt, Argyll
A productive area of land.
New agricultural shed, pond, 
and planning consent to build 
a primary residence and three self 
catering lodges close to Loch Awe. 

Offers Over £350,000 
Niall Macalister Hall | 01583 431 528
niall.macalisterhall@ckdgalbraith.co.uk

Land At Greenhill, 
Carradale, Argyll & Bute
A unique & rare opportunity to 
purchase a stunning area of coastline.
20.57 acres (8.32 ha) in all. 

Planning consent for the erection 
of a new cliff-top house.  

Guide Price £175,000  
Niall Macalister Hall | 01583 431 528
niall.macalisterhall@ckdgalbraith.co.uk

Achuaran, Isle of Lismore
Development opportunity.
Oban 7  miles (by car ferry).
Available as a whole or in 2 Lots.
Planning Permission in Principle.  
Lot 1: Offers Over £70,000.
Lot 2: Offers Over £60,000. 

Offers Over £130,000 
for the Whole 
Nicky Archibald | 01631 700205
nicky.archibald@ckdgalbraith.co.uk

Plot 3, Isle of Luing, By Oban
Last remaining plot of three on this
unique site.
Oban 17 miles | 0.41 acres (0.16 ha) 
Fully serviced. Planning permission 
for a house. Accessed via a 3 min 
ferry crossing. Island amenities 
inc. shop and primary school. 

Guide Price £95,000  
Nicky Archibald | 01631 700205
nicky.archibald@ckdgalbraith.co.uk

Plot At Whitestone Farm, 
Saddell, Argyll and Bute
A lovely plot.
Far reaching views to Arran 
and Ailsa Craig, extending to 
approximately 0.46 acres.

Guide Price £90,000  
Niall Macalister Hall | 01583 431 528
niall.macalisterhall@ckdgalbraith.co.uk

Plot At Torrisdale Square, 
Carradale, Argyll and Bute
A substantial plot.
Superb views to Arran, Ailsa Craig 
and the Ayrshire coast. Further 
land may be available by separate 
negotiation. 

Guide Price £65,000  
Niall Macalister Hall | 01583 431 528
niall.macalisterhall@ckdgalbraith.co.uk

Plots At Dalkeith Farm, 
Glenbarr, Argyll and Bute
A selection of serviced house plots.
Located in a spectacular 
setting on the edge of the 
Atlantic with superb views to Islay, 
Jura and Ireland.  

Plots from £60,000   
Niall Macalister Hall | 01583 431 528
niall.macalisterhall@ckdgalbraith.co.uk
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Finding land

directi ons that might never have occurred to 
you otherwise.

Where should you start? Estate agents are 
a good starti ng point, so get on the mailing 
lists. Another approach is to use a plot-fi nding 
agency, which, for a subscripti on, will typically 
provide plot opportuniti es, such as PlotSearch, 
plotf inder.net or UK Land Directory Ltd.

Aucti ons are another plot source, but demand 
strong nerves and ready cash. A 10 per cent 
deposit is normally required at the fall of the 
hammer, with the remainder payable within a 
month. If you are targeti ng a parti cular area, 
visit it oft en. Chance conversati ons in pubs, 
wine bars or cafes can someti mes fl ush out 
potenti al vendors. Even more important, 
explore the area, preferably on foot. Look for 
large, neglected gardens, parti cularly with road 
access or gaps between terraces. Find out the 

owners by asking locally or through the Land 
Registry.

Another source of plots is the local authority 
planning department. Occasionally, applicati ons 
are not acted on or are unsuccessful. You may 
spot an opportunity. Someti mes you, or your 
designer, may see a way of making an applica-
ti on successful - perhaps by changing the size or 
positi on of the house. 

Finally, an increasingly popular opti on in high 
priced areas is to buy a run-down property 
and replace it. At least you know that planning 
permission exists for a dwelling on that spot, 
even if the new house - as someti mes happens 
- has to cover the same footprint.

Useful websites: 
www.plotf inder.net; www.plotsearch.co.uk; 
www.highlandhousingalliance.com

JOHN
ROBERTSON 
& SONS
Blackwaterfoot, Isle of Arran KA27 8EZ

Telephone/Fax: 01770 860243
Mob: 07799640214

Email: john.robertson2@btconnect.com

Reg. No. S3499

Joiners, Glaziers & Building Contractors

SERVICED 
PLOTS 

AVAILABLE
From Planning
to Completion

Joiners Ltd

TOP SOIL FOR SALE 

John Robertson  & Sons Joiners is 
a family run business situated in 
Blackwaterfoot and is now entering 
its 50th year of trading to the 
public on the island.   They run a 
busy joinery business ranging from 
refurbishments, extensions, double 
glazing, kitchens and all day to day 
joinery and glazing needs.  They 
keep a stock and supply ti mber, 
ironmongery and glass for the DIY 
enthusiasts amongst you.

Aft er completi ng the fi rst phase 
development of 14 houses, 
they are excited to be starti ng  
their next development of eight 
detached dwelling houses and 
four semi-detached dwelling 
houses in the beauti ful village of 
Blackwaterfoot, close to all local 
ameniti es and walking distance to 

the beach and golf course.  If you 
would like to live in Blackwaterfoot 
and wish to have a big input into 
the whole process from planning 
to completi on, John Robertson & 
Sons are there for you from start to 
fi nish.  Please feel free to call into 
their offi  ce or give them a ring if 
you are interested in building your 
own home or if you have any other 
joinery/building requirements.

John Robertson & Sons are 
members of NHBC, Scotti  sh 
Building Federati on and the CITB.

John Robertson & Sons - 
Experts in house building

‘If you would 
like to design 
your own home 
and live in 
Blackwaterfoot, 
John Robertson 
& Sons can take 
you through the 
whole process 
from planning to 
completi on.’

If there is not already detailed 
planning permission for your 
home for the plot of land you 
are buying, you will need to 
secure this before you can 
start building as the planning 
authority (your local council or 
national park authority) will 
need to be satis� ed that your 
plans for your home are in line 
with the Council’s Development 
Plan(s) and that your home’s 
design will be acceptable 
in terms of its impact on 
the surrounding homes and 
landscape. Don’t pay for 
land before it has planning 
permission- don’t sign a 
contract or include a clause that 
it will be void if the property 
fails to get permission. 

You should try to get planning 
permission as early as possible, 

as the process can take 
some time. Try to speak to a 
planning o�  cer at the relevant 
council before submitting your 
application as they should be 
able to let you know if there are 
any issues you should be aware 
of or any restrictions they 
might impose (for example 
they might restrict the size 
or height of the home, its 
distance from a road or the plot 
boundary, etc.).

The council should also be 
able to help if you need advice 
or guidance on completing a 
planning application. There 
will be a fee for submitting 
an application. The planning 
authority will notify any 
neighbours, but if your plot 
has no immediate neighbours, 
there is also currently an 

additional charge to advertise 
your planning application in 
the local newspaper(s) so that 
any other residents who may 
wish to comment have an 
opportunity to do so.

Your architect can help or 
you may choose to employ a 
specialist planning consultant. 
A list of planning consultants 
operating in Scotland is 
available on the Royal Town 
Planning Institute website at 
rtpi.org.uk.

In addition to planning 
permission, you will also need 
to apply for a building warrant 
before you can start building 
work on your home. 

You can contact your council’s 
Building Standards Department 

for more information on 
how to apply The Scottish 
Government’s Building 
Standards website at gov.
scot/bsd provides links to 
the building regulations. If 
you are not familiar with the 
building regulations, you can 
get your architect or other 
design professional to help you 
with preparing your warrant 
application as well as providing 
drawings of your plan.

Normally your home must be 
completed within three years 
of you receiving your building 
warrant, although you can 
apply to extend this deadline 
(you need to pay an extra fee 
for this though).

Planning Permission
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So you have fi nally settled on 
that perfect plot of land and 

have started brainstorming a 
vision for your ideal self-build. 

Wait a minute! 
Although the temptati on to do as much on 
your own as possible is admirable, this can 
oft en be a risky business that is devastati ng in 
the long run. Instead, for a traditi onal ti mber 
frame custom build, we recommend hiring an 
architect to ensure you get the most out of your 
project.

Your architect will construct designs that cater 
to your specifi cati ons, style and budget that 
are presented in the brief.  Self-build architects 
cater to the individual needs of your project, 
and possess experience with a vast number of 
building styles and constructi on techniques. 

All architects registered with the Royal 
Incorporati on of Architects in Scotland (RIAS), 
Architects Registrati on Board (ARB) and the 
Royal Insti tute of Briti sh Architects (RIBA) have 
the ability to prepare scale drawings and oft en 
3D models of the proposed self-project. This 
informati on will be presented to you in design 
development meeti ngs. This ensures you’re 
getti  ng exactly what you want before building 
work starts. 

An architect will ensure that you are in 
compliance with all statutory obligati ons such 
as planning permission, party wall agreements 
and building regulati ons. He or she will have 
extensive knowledge and experience to guide 
you through the applicati on processes when 
obtaining these permissions. 

Your architect will aid you in selecti ng the 
proper fi tti  ngs, fi nishing, materials and lighti ng 
that are compati ble with your lifestyle and will 

Architectural designs

B
e 
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ed

Beautiful interior design to create your perfect space… 
Showroom and Studio: Star Brae, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4NX
01631 571122   |  info@sljinteriors.co.uk  |  www.sljinteriors.co.uk  |   : sljinteriors.co.uk
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ulti mately increase the value of your home. 
Furthermore, the architect can also help control 
costs during the design and specifi cati on stages 
of the project to make sure you are getti  ng the 
most out of your budget.

He or she will oversee the project to comple-
ti on, helping to control the programme and 
costs during the build process. Your architect 
can also help you select the right builder and 
arrange and administer your contract with 
them. This contract will ensure the building 
work is being done in accordance with the 
drawings and specifi cati ons to a predefi ned 
ti me-frame and cost.  The architect will make 
regular inspecti ons and issue certi fi cates for 
completed work so you will only ever pay for 
the work that has been done. In additi on, 
an architect can coordinate with 
various consultants and engineers 
to ensure all parti es are on the 
same page throughout the project.

An architect can prevent headaches for you 
during constructi on, as they will solve various 
constructi on issues that may arise as the 
project develops. Specifi cally, your architect 
will be able to prepare change orders that are 
necessary when there are deviati ons from the 
original plan.  And, because they are required 
to hold professional indemnity insurance, 
if there is anything in the design work that 
causes problems later down the line, you will 
be protected.

Architectural designs

An architect 
will ensure 
that you are in 
compliance with 
all statutory 
obligations such 
as planning 
permission, 
party wall 
agreements 
and building 
regulations.

New-build and renovated homes 
come to life with the  CP Architects 
team behind you.

The well-known Oban-based team 
on George Street has more than 30 
years’ experience in sympatheti c 
renovati ons which breathe new life 
into old buildings and a sensiti ve 
design approach to each new house 
site that recognises that no two 
locati ons are the same and each 
client’s needs are unique.

‘It is never too early to come in 
to talk to us,’ said Iain Campbell, ‘ 
to discuss your dreams and your 
present and future requirements, 
what your ideas and aspirati ons are 
and your budget and programme.

‘We can help assess your opti ons 
from the start; our design and 
technical experti se guides projects 
through from consent to comple-
ti on.’

The team’s 3-D modelling helps 
bring ideas to life and test them out 
along with their skills in integrated 
renewable energy systems each 
individually designed for existi ng 
properti es and new-builds.

The experienced team at CP 
Architects is headed by Iain, with 
Robert Wilson, architect; Iain Hurst, 
associate; supported by Brian Reffi  n 
and Jimmy Crawford. Together they 
have a reputati on for reliability and 
innovati on and this can be seen 
by the number of their projects 
short-listed for Argyll and Bute 
Council Design Awards.

CP Architects is behind you all the way

DKD
D  K E L L Y  D E S I G N

Architectural Technologist
Planning & Warrant Applications

Self Build Advice & Guidance
Domestic, Commercial & Industrial

Email: admin@dkellydesign.co.uk     111 High St, Fort Willam PH33 6DG     www.dkellydesign.co.uk
Tel: 01397 700999  Fax: 01397 700888

ARCHITECTURAL CONSULTANT
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Have you dreamed of building 
a home in a remote, romantic 

Highlands or islands location? 
The increased costs of getting 

materials and workmen to your 
build site may make this seem 
like an impossible dream. But 

don't give up. Here on the west 
coast, there are companies that 

specialise in working on and 
delivering to the islands. With 

a bit of extra planning and 
thought, there's no reason not 

to self-build on the islands.

Think Before You Act
The number-one rule in rugged design is to plan 
ahead. With rugged sites, special factors come 
into play. In additi on to normal home-design 
decisions, you’ll need to think about your 
site’s accessibility, energy opti ons, terrain and 
weather patt erns. Someti mes these issues can 
raise your costs dramati cally. 

How Do You 
Get There?
Is your site accessible by paved roads, or will 
materials need to be delivered by ship or 
plane? If roads are available, are they wide 
enough—and strong enough—for trucks fi lled 
with heavy loads of building materials? Evaluate 
your site’s accessibility ahead of ti me and 

Building on the islands

Utilities
Unless the site is already 
fully ‘serviced’, you will 
need to arrange for your site 
to be connected to mains 
water and sewerage systems 
and for electricity and (if 
applicable) gas connecti ons 
to be provided. It is helpful 

for you to check with Scotti  sh 
Water and power companies 
early on to make sure you 
can get connecti ons when 
you need them. In rural 
areas, parti cularly if the site 
is far from other properti es 
or on a hill, there can be 

problems in connecti ng sites 
to the mains water and gas 
grids in parti cular and the 
cost of the connecti on can 
be high; therefore if your 
site is in a remote area, you 
should check the feasibility of 
arranging connecti ons before 
you commit to buying a site. 
In certain circumstances, 
you may need to consider 
providing your own energy 
or water/sewerage supplies 
(Scotti  sh Water and the 
energy companies, along 
with your builder, architect 

The know-how
We have the largest stock of reclaimed 

Ballachulish slate in the North of Scotland, also 
a wide range of good quality reclaimed Welsh. 
We also offer competitive rates to buy slates 

on or off the roof.  Delivery service throughout 
Scotland with our flexible transport system at 

competitive rates.

www.highlandslatesupplies.co.uk
Telephone 07778 829604

HIGHLANDSLATESUPPLIES
RECLAIMED & NEW SLATE
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Building on the islands
work with your producti on team to come up 
with soluti ons- local haulage and constructi on 
companies know how to get materials to 
challenging locati ons. 

Choose a Good 
Spot
Don’t underesti mate the importance of siti ng 
your home on your lot. Where you choose 
to situate your house will impact daily living. 
Sure, it’s nice to capture great views, but you 
also want to make sure that you maximize 
energy effi  ciency and avoid terrain troubles. 

Materials Matter
In a rugged setti  ng, materials may dictate a 
home’s long-term durability. Windows and 
also play a role in a home’s longevity. Choose 
energy-effi  cient windows with a good R-value. 
Cladding on exterior windows also is a good 
idea. Remember, a litt le extra research now 
goes a long way toward creati ng a home that 
will last a lifeti me.

or project manager, should 
be able to give you further 
advice on this).
Where possible, you should 
arrange for the water mains 
drainage and electricity 
supply to be provided for 
the site as early as possible 
because the builders will 
need access to water in 
parti cular during the build 
process and also to electrici-
ty at certain stages (although 
not necessarily for the initi al 
stages). However, if it is not 

feasible to arrange at least a 
temporary connecti on (such 
as a water standpipe) in 
ti me, it should be feasible to 
put in place other temporary 
arrangements, such as hiring 
an electricity generator or 
making arrangements with 
any nearby neighbours to 
use their water supply if 
they have an outdoor tap.

For more informati on visit: 
www.gov.scot and search 
‘Building my own home’.

Ferguson Transport & Shipping 
provides a comprehensive range 
of distributi on services and takes 
pride in delivering high quality 
logisti cs with experienced drivers 
and transport management. 
Each contract is tailored to meet 
individual customer requirements. 
No order is too large or too small. 

Our Step Frame Trailer is specially 
designed to carry Roof Trusses and 
Timber Frames for house builds. 
Teamed with our Volvo fi tt ed with 
a Palfi nger PK65002-SH, not only 
can we transport, but we can 
load and then offl  oad at house 
sites or customer premises. The 

Palfi nger crane is equipped with 
fi ve hydraulic extensions lift ing 
an impressive 3.9 tonne at its 
maximum reach of 13.7m.  

Our fl eet consists of 70 HGV 
vehicles and over 170 trailers and 
we travel the length and breadth 
of the UK daily. For deliveries to 
the small isles, look no further 
than our versati le multi -purpose 
workboats with ro-ro and self-load-
ing cranes, able to transport 
building materials, plant and 
machinery and full house kits. 

For further details please visit: 
www.fergusontransport.co.uk 
 

Ferguson Transport & Shipping
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Kit homes are pre-fabricated 
homes designed and manu-
factured in the factory and 
shipped onsite with all or most 
of the materials, components 
and even plumbing included. 
It's like a jigsaw puzzle with 
each parts measured, designed, 
and fabricated to fi t perfectly 
to create a complete piece. 
Some people think that these are lesser quality 
homes that have smaller spaces and low-grade 
materials. However, this is a real misconcep-
ti on, because quality will always depend on the 
supplier or manufacturer. You can get a huge kit 
home that will last for a lifeti me with a reliable 
supplier that off ers high-quality materials, 
components, and services.

First and foremost, what makes this type of 
home popular is the potenti ally lower cost 
to build. The overall expense can be reduced 
further if you build it on your own without 
hiring contractors for constructi on. This works 
for homeowners who have the skills and some 
help from family members and friends. 

The ti me it would take to fi nish building a 
home is much faster because design, materials, 
and other components are already available 
and would simply need to be put together for 
completi on. With the help of contractors, it 
could take a few days to fi nish building a home. 
That's faster than site-built homes that would 
normally take months or years to be complet-
ed. It saves you ti me and cuts down more costs 
along the way.

Few limitati ons prevent self-builders from 
availing of this low-cost property alternati ve. 
Considering terrain and other environmental 
conditi ons, a regular kit home may not always 
be appropriate to areas with uneven and 
challenging terrains, which requires a custom-
ized home design and architecture. 

If you prefer your home to be a certain way 
with a couple of inclusions and alterati ons, a kit 
home may not be ideal for you. Homeowners, 
however, are initi ally given several opti ons 
from existi ng designs by suppliers. While 
adjustments are not always accommodated 
by suppliers, you can inquire if a supplier can 
oblige you with slight modifi cati ons to existi ng 
designs.

If you are thinking of a self-build, why not 
explore the advantages of a kit home today?

Kit homes Types of kit homes
Most kit homes fall into one of 
four main categories:

Log homes
Log homes are made of hand-
craft ed logs or factory-milled 
logs that can expand and 
contract due to changes in 
humidity and temperature, so 
it’s important to seal the logs 
properly together. Log homes 
can also shrink aft er being built, 
so keep this in mind and plan 
ahead. Log kits include interior 
fi xtures.

Timber-frame homes
Also known as post-and-beam 
homes, ti mber-frame homes 
have no interior structural 
walls, so they off er fl exibility 
when designing the interior 
layout. They also provide large 
wall space for windows, which 
allows for passive solar design. 
Timber-frame homes facing 
south with insulated roof and 
wall panels are energy-effi  cient.

Dome homes
They’re fl exible, spacious, 
energy-effi  cient and made of 
triangular fi breglass panels that 
can withstand severe weather 
conditi ons. Dome homes are 
easier to build as cutti  ng the 
pieces in the same shape, size 
and angle is done repeatedly. 
They can also be built quickly, 
as you can erect the shell and 
install the windows and doors in 
one day.

Panelised homes
Panelised homes can have 
an open panel (e.g. a frame 
with exterior sheathing and 
a non-insulated/unfi nished 
interior) or a closed panel (e.g. 
a frame with a fi nished interior 
or a structural insulated panel 
(SIP)). Using SIPS for the fl oors, 
walls and roof help create an 
energy-effi  cient home. Pan-
elised kits can come with roof 
trusses and wall secti ons and 
have fl exible fl oor plans.

Create a checklist
Creati ng a checklist will help you 
to stay organised from the start 
and ensure that you obtain the 
right knowledge, skills, budget 
and people you need prior to 
building your kit home.

Here’s what to put on your 
checklist:
• Do your research – If you have 
no experience in building homes, 

then do some research on the 
process of building a kit home 
and on local building codes. 
Know how long it might take to 
build your kit home, e.g. large kit 
homes take around 8-12 months 
to complete. Choose a kit home 
company with a good reputati on 
and good customer reviews.

• Take a course – If you’re 
thinking of building your kit 
home yourself, then take an 
owner-builder course. It’s 
short, cheap and will prepare 
you for building your own kit 
home.

• Create a budget – Include 
the main costs and additi onal 
costs, including upgrades 
during the building process. 
Make a budget for what it is 
you want and sti ck to it.

• Speak with a lender – If you’ll 
be borrowing money for your 
kit home, get a loan from a 
small bank, as they’re more 
open to lending for non-con-
venti onal homes. Expect to 
pay a bigger deposit than 
for a conventi onal home. 
The lender may also choose 
who gets to build the home 
(e.g. you or a contractor), so 
that they get a good-quality 
product from the deal.

• Find the right builder – If 
you want to hire a builder, 
read people’s reviews of 
home builders and look at 
their fi nished work before 
choosing one. Also look for 
a builder who can gather a 
team of good tradespeople 
that they can manage in 
order to complete the project 
on ti me and within budget. 
You can also ask the kit 
home company or their local 
dealer if they know of a good 
contractor who can build 
your home.

•  Get the building site ready 
– You’ll need to source and 
buy land, then complete the 
foundati on before the kit 
home arrives. Ensure there’s 
space to accommodate the 
truck and have your work 
crew ready to go when the 
materials arrive.

• Be organised – Stack the 
materials neatly together and 
somewhere safe from the 
weather. Read the manual, 
follow the steps in order and 
have someone be in charge 
of the manual throughout 
the building process.



JANUARY 2017   |   Self build and renovati on          25

scotframe.co.uk
Visit our website for full details

NEW Rural Homes Collection 

The Natural Choice

Every picture tells a story

 Thermal Preformance        Energy Efficiency       Tailored Designs

Dundee      01382 561772 

Inverurie   01467 624440

Where your house design is 
concerned, you can either 
select from the Scotframe 
Portfolio, Rural or Gaelic 
ranges of house styles, en-
compassing everything from 
compact bungalows to gen-
erously proportioned family 
homes, or we will be happy 
to assist with a tailor made 
package for a bespoke design 
from your own architectural 
drawings.

Make sure you talk to us about Val-U-Therm® 
our unique family of advanced, closed panel, 
factory insulated, high thermal performance 
wall, roof and fl oor systems. Val-U-Therm® 
provides a winning soluti on along with 
extremely low U values and excepti onal air 
ti ghtness making it ideally suited to all forms 
of self-build projects.

NEW Rural Homes Collecti on:
This range features 22 house types from 
bungalows to grand fi ve-bedroom homes, all 
of which have been meti culously designed to 
nestle into countryside sites in a harmonious 
and unobtrusive fashion. The collecti on 
will reduce energy use by introducing fi ve 
star standards of thermal performance and 
energy effi  ciency levels.

Scotframe -
leading the way 
in Self-build
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Norscot is a leading manufacturer 
of ti mber frame kit homes in the 
Highlands & Islands. Since its 
incepti on in 1984 over 1,000 kits 
have been supplied, primarily to 
self-builders. 
What sets Norscot apart from other 
ti mber frame manufacturers is its 
overall external wall constructi on 
‘EcoWall’. The type, thickness 
and positi on of insulati on and 
other non-structural components, 
combined with high levels of air 
ti ghtness, provide the perfect 
balance between cost and benefi t in 
terms of energy effi  ciency, whatever 
your budget. 

Norscot’s ‘EcoWall’ is available in a 
number of specifi cati ons, off ering 
U-values from our standard 0.15 W/
m2K to our ulti mate 0.09 W/m2K, 
providing signifi cantly bett er thermal 
performance than that required by 
Scotti  sh Building Standards.

Norscot
Norscot Kit Homes offer superior 
energy effi ciency as standard

Bower Workshops, Bower, Wick. T: 01955 641303
20 Carsegate Road, Inverness. T: 01463 224040
W: norscot.co.uk  E: sales@norscot.co.uk
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Expertly manufactured in the far noth of Scotland to
specifications which exceed current Building Standards

YOUR LOCAL TIMBER
FRAME SPECIALIST

Bower Workshops, Bower, Wick. T: 01955 641303

“A very professional service throughout, 
not to mention value for money.”

ECO KIT HOMES
I N D I V I D U A L LY  D E S I G N E D  •  E N E R G Y  S AV I N G

Common mistakes to avoid
Owner-builders oft en make mistakes when 
building their kit home, which can be a huge 
drain on ti me, money and resources. To 
prevent the same thing happening to you, 
here’s what to avoid:
• Don’t just place your kit home anywhere 

on the site. Consider views, privacy, 
and cardinal directi ons for hot and cold 
temperatures.

• Don’t pour all the cement at once in order 
to save money, as it will harden before you 
can even fi nish the job.

• Don’t schedule tradespeople out of order, 
e.g. plumbing, insulati on and electric work 
should be done before you call in the 
drywaller.

• Don’t sett le on the design and budget 
before knowing what the site require-
ments are, e.g. earthworks and access to 
essenti al services.

• Don’t do everything yourself. Have an 
experienced professional help you out.

• Don’t create a large kit home with no 
design features or it will just look like one 
big box.

• Don’t go for cheap wall frames when 
installing the roof or the walls will not stay 
straight.

• Don’t create a unique design that will be 
unappealing to others and make it hard to 
sell the home.

• Don’t hesitate to seek professional advice 
where necessary. Spending a few bucks on 
expert advice can save you considerable 
money later on.

• Don’t set impossible deadlines that could 
ruin your health and family life.

• Don’t make any guesses. Figure out how 
many hours is required for each task from 
the bids given by subcontractors.

• Don’t just look at prices when comparing 
kit homes. Also consider the number of 
standard inclusions.

• Don’t just choose contractors with the 
lowest bid price. Find out why it’s cheaper 
than others.

• Don’t forget to set aside some money for 
landscaping.

• If you don’t apply glue to the fl oor 
sheeti ng, it will squeak.

• If you don’t re-plumb door jambs, the 
doors will not hang correctly.

• If you don’t seek help to fi x a mistake you 
made, you could create even bigger, more 
expensive problems later on.

• Learn the rules before you break them, 
e.g. conventi onal fl ashing will sti ll be 
needed for alternati ve triangular windows.

• Pick a design based on the lifestyle you 
want, e.g. privacy, entertaining, or space 
for a growing family.

Helping your vision 
become reality! 

ALL JOINER WORK UNDERTAKEN
NEW BUILDS • EXTENSIONS
RENOVATIONS • WINDOWS

DOORS  • KITCHENS 
& MUCH MORE

FREE QUOTES 

Friendly, E�  cient & Reliable Service

Tel: 01586 551676 / 07717443715
calummckinven@hotmail.co.uk
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Kit Homes
Precision Frame Making
Our new automated ti mber frame 
producti on line based in Lochgilphead 
allows us to provide you with the very 
latest designs on a ti mescale and budget 
to suit your requirements.

Quality comes as standard with our state-
of-the-art Computer Numerically Control 
(CNC) frame maker.

To help streamline your build-process 
we also manufacture and supply high 
quality Windows and Doors, providing 
you with the complete housing package.

Specialists in bespoke house kits.
Extensive range of house kits 

available

Tel: 01546 602989   Fax: 01546 603789

: MacleodConstructionLimited Email: Sales@mkmacleod.co.uk www.MacleodConstruction.co.uk

MacLeod Constructi on is the 
largest ti mber frame design 
and manufacturing company 
in Argyll with 40 years of 
experience and a proven track 
record in quality ti mber frame 
constructi on. Using the very 
latest methods and materials, 
every frame and panel is 
designed using cutti  ng-edge 
soft ware before manufacturing 
the kit on site. It`s quick, easy 
and accurate.

Greig MacLeod,  ‘Business 
Development Manager’ tells us 
‘We are a family-run business 
and passionate about what we 
do.  We off er a lot of services, 
but house building is our 
speciality. We build around 150 
kit homes a year. The process 
is very fl exible, allowing the 
customer to customise their 

kit to their own specifi cati ons. 
We can supply a ti mber frame 
kit (one of our tried and 
tested designs, or based on an 
architect’s drawings), or we can 
manage the whole design and 
build project from start to fi nish.

If you are planning 
to build a house:
We are able to off er a full range 
of services from obtaining 
planning permission and 
building warrant right through 
to completi on. 

You can also pick and choose 
trades from our extensive 
services division – either direct 
or as part of a self build project, 
as required:

• Plumbing and electrical 
services 

• Windows and doors

• Conservatories

• Roofi ng

• Refurbishment & Joinery

•  Building aggregates 
(sand & gravel)

Working together, we can make 
your future home a reality.

Call 01546 602 989 or visit  
www.macleodconstructi on.co.uk 

MacLeod Construction Limited
Cutting edge design
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Installing green technologies 
in your self-build can not only 

offer energy savings in the 
long run, you might qualify for 

Government schemes to help 
pay for them.

Renewable Heat 
Incentive (RHI)
The main funding scheme off ered by the 
Government for installing renewable heati ng 
such as biomass, ground source and air source 
heat pump technologies,

is the Renewable Heat Incenti ve (RHI). The 
domesti c RHI is for single-rated properti es and 
is payable for seven years. Quarterly tax-free 
payments, which increase annually in line with 
the consumer price index, are made to the 
homeowner. The amount of RHI payable is 
based on the energy performance certi fi cate 
(EPC) you receive once your heati ng installati on 
is complete. Typically, a biomass installati on 
could payback in about eight years (depending 
on fuel source). A ground or air source heat 
pump system usually pays back in four to fi ve 
years.

The rates paid under the RHI vary depending on 
what system you are installing. Currently, heat 
pumps (ground and air source) are seen as the 
best technology to use and off er higher pay-
ments. While the scheme is currently supported 
unti l at least 2022, the Government conti nues 

to adapt the criteria so it is important that you, 
and your installer, keep up to date. Further 
changes have been mooted for 2017, including 
a cap on larger properti es and the removal of 
support for solar thermal installati ons.

Feed in tariffs (FITs)
The Feed in Tariff s (FITs) scheme is another 
Government scheme designed to encourage 
uptake of a range of small-scale, renewable and 
low-carbon technologies to generate electricity. 
Under FITs, you could be paid for the electricity 
you generate if you install an eligible system 
such as solar PV or a wind or hydro turbine.

Energy saving loans
Did you know you can apply for an interest free 
loan to install a variety of measures such as 
solid wall insulati on, double-glazing or a new 
boiler? 

Through the HEEPS loan scheme, an owner 
occupier or private sector landlord could get 
up to £15,000 per property, and landlords 
with multi ple properti es are eligible for up to 
£100,000 in total.  The repayment period varies 
based on the amount you intend to borrow but 
those taking out higher value loans will be able 
to pay back over 10 years. 

From October 2016 for a limited ti me and 
subject to available funding, applicants are 
eligible to receive a grant of 25% of the cost 
of their work, up to a maximum of £3,750. 
Applicants must be able to complete works and 
claim funding by March 10, 2017 to benefi t 
from this off er.  

To accommodate this change the HEEPS loan 
will be reduced to a maximum of 75% of the 
cost of eligible works.  The maximum loan value 
remains at £15,000.

Applicants are also enti tled to claim up to £150 
towards the cost of the Green Deal Advice 
Report that is required before a loan can be 
approved.

If you are installing external wall insulati on 
and apply directly to your local authority for a 
building warrant you can also claim back this 
cost.  Payment in these circumstances will only 
be made based on the actual cost paid to the 
local authority for lodging the warrant and you 
must be able to supply a copy of the bill, receipt 
or invoice issued by the local authority. 

This special off er will also be available to 
private sector landlords for a maximum of three 
properti es.  If applying for work at more than 
three properti es loan funding, the interest 
free loan will sti ll be available for 100% of the 
eligible costs, up to a maximum of £15,000 per 
property.  For more informati on on the loan 
scheme, visit energysavingtrust.org.uk.

Energy and renewables
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At Home Energy Scotland we have a 
team of specially trained home advisors 
who can provide free, in-depth advice 
tailored to your individual circumstances 
either over the phone or in your current 
home. When deciding on the right 
renewables technology  a professional 
opinion can come in handy.

As part of this free service we will:

•  Discuss your plans for your new build.

• Advise you on your opti ons for saving 
energy in your new home and generati ng 
your own energy (heat or electricity). 

• Make recommendati ons in a writt en 
report, explaining the savings you might 
make, fi nancial support available and 
technical and planning considerati ons 
around installing.

• Provide ongoing support through 
the process of installing your energy 
saving improvements and/or renewables 
system. We can look at installer quotes, 
and tell you more about funding to help 
with the costs.

One customer told Home Energy Scotland 
recently: 

“I was really confused about all grants and 
diff erent opti ons and what would work best 
for us. The advisor explained all of it in a 
way I could understand, answered lots and 
lots of questi ons and helped me develop a 
plan of acti on.”

To book a home visit get in touch with us for 
free by calling our friendly advisors on 0808 
808 2282 or requesti ng a call back. 

Looking to build? Ask a home energy 
specialist what’s right for you

How to qualify
To qualify for the RHI and/or FITs, the installati on must be carried 
out by a Microgenerati on Certi fi cati on Scheme company. It is a 
nati onally recognised quality assurance scheme, which certi fi es 
microgenerati on technologies used to produce electricity and heat 
from renewable sources.

Your installati on must also adhere to the Renewable Energy Con-
sumer Code (RECC), operated by the Renewable Energy Associati on. 
In additi on, to qualify for RHI payments, you must have funded the 
heati ng installati on yourself. 

The renewable heati ng companies in our guide will be able to 
guide you through the RHI process, including providing an idea of 
how much your quarterly payments will be. Renewable heati ng is 
the obvious choice for any self-build project and with Government 
incenti ves in place, it has never been a bett er and more profi table 
choice.

Biomass fuel.
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Renovating a Home: 
Top Ten Dos and Don'ts

When renovating a home it’s 
essential to carefully plan and 
budget for your project. Make 

sure you follow our Top 10 Dos 
and Don’ts when renovating a 

home:-

There are lots of things that you need to do 
when considering a property project, but here 
are our Top Ten Tips to get you started:-

1. Do make a list of everything that you want 
to do, not just in one room, but around 
the rest of your home too.

2. Do write down a priority order of what 
needs doing. For example, do you 
renovate room by room, or get the home 
painted throughout fi rst?

3. Do work out how much you have to spend 
- keeping up to 30% of the budget as a 
conti ngency.

4. Do write down a list of materials that are 
required and start to work out and then 
fi nd out the diff erence in value versus 
quality

5. Do make sure you shop around for materi-
als - or if professionals fi tt ed ask them to 
list and break out cost of materials and 
labour

6. Don't employ a tradesperson or profes-
sional company, unless you are sure you 
have read and both parti es have signed a 
contract.

7. Don't pay for work upfront, agree stage 
payments for work and make sure you 
keep 10% of the fi nal cost back unti l the 
work is fi nished to your sati sfacti on.

8. Don't skimp on items that need to last 
such as taps or showers

9. Don't keep changing your spec through-
out the project - you will go over budget 
and annoy the trades people!

10. Don't try to do too much in one go, do 
things in the right order and take one step 
at a ti me.
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Kitchens, bedrooms and bathrooms
Kitchens
Liberated from old-fashioned customs like 
colour-coordinated appliances and the sacred 
single work triangle, designers are thinking about 
kitchens in new and exciti ng ways. On trend 
kitchen design for 2017 includes new thoughts 
about colour, fi nding your own workfl ow and use 
of authenti c materials and natural lighti ng. 

Colour redefi ned-A base of neutral and soft  
colour palett es are a very popular choice this 
year as they allow the homeowner to experi-
ment with his or her own individual expression 
of complementary colour.

Finding fl ow- A greater level of collaborati on 
between designer and home owner is driving 
the desire for bett er integrati on between kitchen 
and living areas. Open-plan kitchens that allow 
for seamless interacti on between living and 
prep areas will remain key, as will the need to 
maximise cupboard usage to increase storage 
through functi onal design, without compromis-
ing organisati on and access.

Materials matt er- Combining materials is sti ll 
popular, especially when it comes to countertop 
materials, as are sleek lines, with integrated 
profi le door handles and work surfaces be-
coming slimmer to enhance this clean linearity. 
Diversity is key to current kitchen design, with 

elements being created in such a way as to make 
them resemble craft ed furniture and not just 
functi onal storage.”

Mindful tech- An increased awareness of 
technology in the kitchen will see kitchen 
designers incorporate a tech perspecti ve in the 
kitchen cabinet and we can expect to add-ons 
such as built-in charging stati ons, hands-free 
functi onality and tablet holders. Think designs 
that feature touchscreen control panels, heati ng 
membranes, sound acti vators, aromati c scent 
dispensers and LED lights along with multi media 
entertainment systems. 

Bedrooms
The bedroom market is coming 
of age as homeowners seek 
a designer look. The range of 
opti ons available in the fi tt ed 
bedroom market has expanded 
off ering more choice and 
extensive range. Recent devel-
opments have seen an explosion 
of not just colours, textures and 
styles but a totally new approach 
that coordinates bedside tables, 
beds and occasional furniture. 
More sophisti cated hidden 
storage opti ons and lighti ng 
allows consumers to personalise 

their bedroom design like never before.

Growth in synchronised MFC fi nishes- Modern 
technology has enabled the producti on of 
beauti ful wood grained fi nishes with texture and 
variety that are much closer to the real thing, 
making these very popular. In terms of colour, 
grey conti nues to lead in both matt  and gloss and 
diff erent shades of grey.

Sliders are the way ahead- In the past a sliding 
wardrobe door was considered to be a soluti on 
to a small room, rather than a preferred opti on. 
This has changed and there is a growing demand 
for sliding wardrobes because they present 
a sleek soluti on to bedroom storage and are 
available in a wide range of colours and fi nishes.

The Ott oman storage bed- Sure to be a star 
product, this bed has a lift  mechanism that has 
been ergonomically designed so that it is safe to 
handle and practi cal for one person to operate 
with ease. 

Bathrooms
Clean, modern style and neutral 
colours dominate bathroom 
design for 2017. Neutral colours 
dominate the bathroom, with 
white being the most popular 
fi xture colour and whites and greys being the most popular overall colour 
schemes. Increasingly popular are bathroom ameniti es including electric 
heated fl oors, easy maintenance features, one-piece toilets, towel warm-
ers, humidity-sensing fans, steam showers, smart toilets/bidets and water 
sense toilets and faucets. Some other hot trends in baths for 2017 include:

Freestanding tubs- Built-in bathtubs are declining in popularity. Freestand-
ing bathtubs are the preferred bathtub of choice among 2017’s trendset-
ters. When you’re initi ally designing your bathroom layout, freestanding 
tubs off er a lot of fl exibility in their placement. Interesti ngly, some people 
are choosing to put their freestanding tubs inside their shower areas.

Fift y shades of grey-Grey has been a trendy colour for the past few years, 
and it’s sti ll going strong for 2017. If plain grey or a combinati on of grey and 
white doesn’t excite you much, remember that grey can take on any other 
colour as an undertone. For example, we’ve been seeing a lot of grey and 
turquoise combinati ons around; this works because the greys being used 
are greenish-bluish-greys that complement the turquoise perfectly.

Polished metal fi nishes- In 2017, expect more polished metal fi nishes and 
less matt e. Brass has been a hit for this year, but you can go full-on metal 
come 2017. From gold, silver, plati num, stainless, brushed steel - metals 
sure will be back in full strength. These fi nishes are perfect to grace you 
cabinet knobs and even your faucets.
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Trades and professionals
Choosing the right company to 
work on your self-build is a big 

decision. With rogue trades-
men and poor workmanship 

widespread, how can you fi nd 
a local rated tradesman or 

company you can trust? Follow 
these handy tips to help you 
choose the most suitable ap-

proved tradesmen for the job: 

•  Are they members of an established 
trade associati on such as the Scotti  sh & 
Northern Ireland Plumbing Employers’ 
Federati on or CORGI? 

•  Beware of employing a tradesman who 
is unable to provide a home or business 
address and a landline phone number.

•  Make sure you check the company’s 
qualifi cati ons and experience of carrying 
out similar work. 

• Ask to see references from other sati sfi ed 
customers.

•  Ask if the work is covered by a guarantee, 
how long the guarantee should last and 
whether it is backed by insurance. Should 
the company cease trading, any defects 
will sti ll be remedied. An insurance backed 
warranty is desirable, especially if the 
project is a large undertaking.

•  Evaluate how well a company or 
tradesman responds to your enquiry; do 
they turn up on ti me, how closely do they 
listen to you to fi nd out what you require 
and how carefully do they survey and 
measure?

Ulti mately, the individual or company you select 
for your project will determine the quality 
of the fi nal result, so ensure you choose a 
trusted, certi fi ed tradesman and receive expert 
workmanship and peace of mind.

Jewson’s expert, Sales 
Executive Dan Baxter, 
is available to assist 
with all your self build 
project needs.

Jewson

Jewson has been working with 
self build customers for many 
years. If you’re planning a self 
build home or renovati on project, 
Jewson off ers professional advice, 
personal support and signifi cant 
cost savings on all your materials 
and fi tti  ngs. Self build Homes, Self 
build Conservatories or Self build 
extension projects can be very 
daunti ng, however by starti ng with 
Jewson, you have taken the fi rst 
step to easier project management 
as you begin your self build project. 
Our network of 600 branches 
off ers all the experti se and advice 
you will need throughout each 

stage. 
Jewson off ers the widest range 
of quality materials and products 
from everyday core essenti als to 
the latest sustainable innovati ons 
- Jewson’s friendly and knowl-
edgeable staff  conti nue to provide 
the highest levels of customer 
service. In additi on to ti mber and 
building materials, Jewson also 
has specialist landscaping, joinery, 
insulati on, tool hire, brick, kitchen 
and bathroom centres up and 
down the country.
Call into your local branch today, 
to fi nd out where, go to 
www.jewson.co.uk.
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This is perhaps one of our best purchases ever. Many 
thanks for your help and advice so freely given. 

Mr & Mrs C, Struchur

Although the majority of our 
customers are fi tti  ng a stove into an 
existi ng house, a signifi cant part of 
our ti me is also devoted to working 
on new-build and renovati on pro-
jects with architects and developers. 
We will work closely with you from 
the beginning of your project and 
provide advice on the best site for 
your stove and chimney in order to 
ensure maximum performance and 
effi  ciency from the installati on.
Comprehensive advice is freely 
available to local customers and 
covers everything from heat-loss 
calculati ons to water heati ng and 
chimney design. We off er a CAD 
service and can work directly from 
your architect’s plans or from PDF’s 
sent via email. Chimney design is 
criti cal to the performance of a stove 
and we always recommend that you 

are fully aware of the implicati ons of 
stove positi on at the early stages of 
the project which we are happy to 
advise on.
Our recommendati ons are (wher-
ever possible) based on a thorough 
on-site
appraisal, usually carried out at our 
expense and without obligati on. Our 
aim is to ensure that you end up 
with a safe, effi  cient installati on.
For further informati on please call us 
on 01631 720539.

Backwoodsman
Trade Associati ons and what they mean

COE CONTRACTS LTD
Fencing, Dyking, Landscaping and General Contracting

Thirty Years’ experience in…Fencing, from garden to security.
Dry stone walling and all types of masonry

Landscaping and groundworks.
Operated excavator plant hire.  1.5 ton to 15 ton

NO JOB TO BIG OR SMALL
For a competitive quote call the office on

01855 811408    07979 867870

In the area that this 
supplement serves, where 
there are many tight knit 
communities, word of 
mouth and recommenda-
tions are very important. 
We all know someone 
who knows someone and 
many advertise locally in 
The Oban Times business 
directory and via social 
media. The tradesmen 
who are the busiest are 
often the best choice (they 
are busy for a reason!) 
but it can get frustrating 
sitting on the waiting list 
for a site-visit and quote, 
when you really want to 
get things started. If you 
need to widen your net, 
checking a tradesman 

sounds like a chore. But do 
you really know a decent 
builder from a dodgy one 
without checking?

The best way to check that your 
tradesman is legitimate is to 
check their Trade Association 
and insurances; a good 
indication of their quali� cations 
and professionalism. Once you 
have found your tradesmen, you 
should check they are who they 
say they are:

1. Ask your tradesman what 
association they belong to

2. Call the association and ask 
if your tradesman is a member. 
If the association has an online 
search function, then this will 
save you some time

Beware – some Trade 
Associations are better 
than others….

Trade Association membership 
is a good indication that your 
tradesman is professional – and 
especially important if it means 
the tradesmen can sign o�  their 
work as Building Regulation 
compliant. This is important 
when you sell your home 
and you will need to produce 
certi� cates to prove that your 
work meets the national 
building regulation standards. 
It sounds dull, but building 
regulations are the law.

To qualify, Trade Associations 
may ask tradesmen to meet 
certain criteria and demonstrate 
high quality standards. It is 

a good � rst port of call – but 
take note: these organisations 
are funded by membership 
fees. They will have varying 
levels of checks, and striking 
someone o�  their list will mean 
a loss of income. So while 
they o� er some protection 
you can’t take them at face 
value. If you want to compare 
and contrast then look at their 
codes of practice to see how 
much protection they give you. 
It is also very important that 
your tradesman has public and 
employer liability insurance 
and professional indemnity 
insurance.
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Rich, dark jewel tones: Creati ng 
a mood of mysterious glamour, 
dark and jewel tones such as 
black, charcoal, purples, blues, 
wines, and especially forest 
green, are making interiors feel 
elegant and inviti ng this year. 
Layered neutrals: As a counterpoint to the bold 
colour trend, neutrals communicate appealing 
depth and intensity when skilfully layered with 
tone and texture. 

Colour of the Year: Pantone’s 
much anti cipated announce-
ment of its annual Colour of the 
Year was met with high praise 
for its selecti on of ‘Greenery.’ 
The colour is the brightest 
neutral, which embodies 
freshness and a connecti on with 
nature. 

Terra cott a: Terra cott a, a 
material that has been used for 
thousands of years, is getti  ng 

fresh att enti on in interiors, appreciated for its 
earthy connecti on to nature and history.

Arti sti c wallpaper: Intriguing backdrops are a 
highlight this year, achieved with meti culously 
detailed arti sti c wallpapers.
Matt e fi nishes: In paint, metal, and ti le, the 
subtlety of a more natural matt e texture is a 
sophisti cated fi nishing touch.

Dark kitchens: While white kitchens remain 
ti meless, dark grey, black, and navy blue are 
coming into the spotlight as a stylish alterna-
ti ve.

Brass, Bronze and Gold: 
Replacing the popularity of 
copper and rose gold last year, 
we’re now seeing a return to 
the more classic glamour of 
gold, bronze and brass.

Integrated indoor/outdoor 
living: Space planning with an 
emphasis on indoor/outdoor 
living conti nues to grow in 
importance as modern families 
yearn for more open, connect-
ed homes.

Handmade, Organic, and 
Natural: Maintaining a relati on-
ship with the natural world by 
integrati ng woods, hides, fur, 
and woven textures in design 
makes interiors feel more 
comfortable and welcoming.

Vintage modern: Translati ng excepti onal 
vintage pieces with modern materials, colours 
and patt erns is a fresh approach with staying 
power.

Interesti ng faucets: Organic shapes with a 
playful simplicity are a trend in today’s bath-
rooms, parti cularly with faucets. 

Flooring focal point: Cool fl oors of every kind 
are underfoot in 2017, from engaging juxta-
positi ons of ti le to natural woods with deeply 
weathered textures. 

Complex patt erns: Global, tribal, and Aztec 
patt erns strengthen the eclecti c appeal of 
spaces with vibrant colour.

Interior design
From dark jewel tones to oversized statement 
lighti ng, here’s what’s hot in interior design for 2017.

Oversized 
statement lighting: 

From modern 
geometrics 
to dangling 
chandeliers, 

oversized lighting 
works as sculptural 

art in a room, 
an architectural 

element with 
function and 

character.
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Beautiful interior design to create your perfect space… 
Showroom and Studio: Star Brae, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4NX
01631 571122   |  info@sljinteriors.co.uk  |  www.sljinteriors.co.uk  |   : sljinteriors.co.uk

What could be more appealing 
than getti  ng a great night’s sleep 
in your new bed from Highland 
BlindCraft ?
Highland BlindCraft  has over 100 
years’ experience in manufacturing 
beds and matt resses at their factory 
in Ardconnel Street, Inverness, but 
don’t think for a minute that they 
are stuck in the past.
Their matt resses use the most up to 
date fi llings and spring units such as 
pocket springs, traditi onal bonnel 
spring and a range of memory foam 
opti ons. The variati on in styles and 
models are quite startling and you 
are sure to fi nd a matt ress to suit 
your requirements.
They have also introduced a range 
of fabrics that enhance the look of 
the divan base. These are available 
in a choice of colours and looks well 
in both the modern and the more 
traditi onal bedroom.
Don’t forget that they also make a 

range of headboards at their factory 
using a vast range of fabrics, and can 
also make these to a specifi c size or 
shape that you might have in mind 
as a centre piece for your bedroom.
In their new extended showroom 
in Ardconnel Street they also have 
a large range of pine beds and 
furniture, metal beds, a range of 
children’s beds as well as leather 
bed opti ons.
When you buy a bed from Highland 
Blindcraft  not only are you sure of 
a quality product but you are also 
helping to sustain local employment.
The company has a fi rst class 
sales to door service and their 
experienced sales team will not only 
assist you in making sure that you 
choose the bed that is right for you 
but will make sure that the delivery 
suits you.
So come and have a look at their 
showroom in Ardconnel Street, to 
see what they can off er.

Great night’s sleep in a Highland Blindcraft bed 
“hand made with a touch more care”

Highland Blindcraft 
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Exterior Design & Landscaping

What to expect from your Interior Designer…

You are almost there! This is such an important 
part of completi ng your Self-Build project and 
you should give it the att enti on it deserves, 
right from the outset. The exterior look of your 
home will have been considered at the stages 
of early groundworks, tree felling, levelling 
and clearance, but now is the ti me to add the 
fi nishing touches to make it a beauti ful haven. 
Your garden and outside space is an area that 
you will tend to, grow, develop and nurture for 
many years to come, but getti  ng the design and 

layout just as you envisage, might be a job that 
you want to leave to the professionals. Whether 
you want to extend your house out into the 
garden, or create a completely contrasti ng space, 
the opportuniti es are endless. A good, creati ve 
designer, with the practi cal resources at hand 
can make all your garden dreams come true!

What an interior designer does: A designer 
visualises, plans and designs spaces that 
become both beauti ful and functi onal. He 
or she balances aestheti cs with the room’s 
architectural structure and features to refl ect 
the clients’ lifestyle, taste and mood. They will 
also take into account the practi cal elements 
such as electrical sockets and fi xtures and how 
they fi t into the overall scheme. An interior 
designer also builds and nurtures relati onships 
with trusted designers, arti sans and retailers 
who bring the whole look to fruiti on.

When to hire one: Whilst you might have a 
clear idea of what you want, a trained eye 
and creati ve thinker allows for soluti ons that 
you might never have imagined. Att enti on 
to the fi ner details will transform your space 
into a stunning environment that refl ects your 
personality and lifestyle.

Before and 
After: SLJ 
Interiors 
transform 
a room for 
one of their 
clients.

No job is too big or too small for J L 
Roadsurfacing contractors.
They provide a comprehensive 
range of asphalt road surfacing 
soluti ons to industrial, commercial 
and residenti al customers 
throughout the country. 
They have been serving Scotland 
for more than 30 years and their 
drive for quality has seen the 
company evolve into one of the 
country’s leading road surfacing 
contractors.
J L Roadsurfacing undertake all 
aspects of work, including private 
roads, driveways, footpaths, cycle 
paths, housing estate roads and 
private car parks amongst many 
others.
They insist no job is too small 
and can give a whole new look to 
driveways, farm roads and paths. 
They can also carry out track 
reinstatements, anti  skid, dropped 
kerbs, asphalt and bitmac.
J L Roadsurfacing pride themselves 
on taking no deposit for the work 
and payment is on completi on 

when the customer is completely 
sati sfi ed.
They can work independently or 
alongside other civil engineering 
contractors, and adhere to strict 
management ti melines, liaising 
closely with the client throughout 
the development, completi ng all 
road surfacing contracts on ti me, 
within budget.
Their ability to undertake work 
within short noti ce periods 
ensures that their operati ves are 
available to meet daily, weekly 
or long term commitments for 
contracts of varying sizes.
Materials can be supplied, 
prepared and laid from £35sq 
metre plus VAT - based on 150sq 
metres.

J L Roadsurfacing
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Tel: 01586 820217  
Mob: 07776 192 321

Email: mcleandonald@btconnect.com 
www.dmcleancontractors-campbeltown.co.uk

Drainage Specialists covering all Civil works in Kintyre and Argyll.

• Drainage Construction, 
Repairs and Drain Jetting

• Landscaping
• Driveways
• Tar Surfacing
• All block paving and slabbing
• Concrete Works
• Registered Roads and Street 

Works Contractors
• Skip Hire

Donald McLean Contractors
Works including:
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LETTINGS       COMMERCIAL PROPERTY       SALE           PROPERTY REVIEWS           
PROPERTY NEWS          LOCAL ESTATE AGENTS

To Let Cairnbaan
Rare opportunity to rent 

a modern two storey,
3 bedroom house

on the Crinan Canal 
at Cairnbaan.

Recently decorated, good 
conditi on, double glazed 

and easily heated.
Good garden for children; 

lawn, shrubs and fruit trees.
£530 / month

01546 606 326 / 
07799617534

ROLLAND 
BUTTER

BUSINESS 
FOR SALE
Prime location
46 Main Street, 
Campbeltown

Hot/cold take away

Enquiries to 
01586 552001

FOR SALETO LET

TRANSPORT SCOTLAND

THE A83 TRUNK ROAD STRONE POINT
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT
DETERMINATION BY THE SCOTTISH MINISTERS UNDER SECTIONS 
20A AND 55A OF THE ROADS (SCOTLAND) ACT 1984
The Scottish Ministers hereby give notice that they have determined 
that their proposal to carry out improvement works on the A83 Trunk 
Road at Strone Point 1.61 kilometres or thereby east northeast 
of Inveraray.
(a) not a project which falls within Annex I of Council Directive No. 
85/337/EEC on the assessment of the effects of certain public and  
private projects on the environment as amended by Council Directive  
No. 97/11/EC and Council Directive No. 2003/35/EC of the European 
Parliament and Council; 
(b) is a relevant project within the meaning of Sections 20A(9) and 
55A(7) of the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984, and falls within Annex II 
of the said Directive but that having regard to the selection criteria 
contained in Annex III of the Directive it should not be made subject 
to an environmental impact assessment in accordance with the 
Directive, and accordingly the project does not require the 
publication of an Environmental Statement.
F BROWN
A member of staff of the Scottish Ministers
Transport Scotland, Buchanan House,  
58 Port Dundas Road, Glasgow, G4 0HF 
18 January 2017

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00-12.30 –13.30-
16:00 hrs Monday to Friday at 1A Manse Brae Lochgilphead PA31 8RD, at the alternative locations detailed below during 
their normal opening times or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) 
ADVERT STATEMENT

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

16/03423/PP Construction of two additional water intakes 
with associated buried pipeline and open 
channel, formation of access track and 
associated works

Hydroelectric Generating 
Scheme At Douglas Water 
Inveraray Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Inveraray

17/00036/PP Erection of equipment store (retrospective) Land South East Of Jeannies 
Cottage Dunmore Tarbert 
Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Harbour Street 
Tarbert

16/03413/PP Installation of floating pontoon Creagan Gorm Inverneill 
Lochgilphead Argyll And Bute 
PA30 8ES 

Mid Argyll Area 
Office

17/00017/PP Demolition of existing dwellinghouse and 
erection of replacement dwellinghouse

Lunga Mill Craobh Haven 
Lochgilphead Argyll And Bute 
PA31 8UU 

Sub Post Office 
Ardfern

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/planning-
and-environment/find-and-comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference 
number in any correspondence. Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and 
will be published on our website. Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered. A weekly 
list of all applications can be viewed at all Area Offices, Council Libraries and on the Councils website.

CIVIC GOVERNMENT (SCOTLAND) ACT 1982
TAXI FARE REVIEW
Notice is hereby given that Argyll and Bute Council, having consulted with taxi operators licensed by the authority, 
propose to make no amendments to the maximum fares and charges for taxis operating within the jurisdiction of Argyll 
and Bute Council as detailed below. It is proposed that these will be effective from 25th July 2017. 

Any person wishing to lodge representations in respect of these proposals should do so by writing to the Head of 
Governance and Law, Argyll and Bute Council, Kilmory, Lochgilphead, PA31 8RT by no later than 27th February 2017. 

Tariff 1 Hirings from ranks or “flag”
Hiring between 7am and 10pm

Initial charge (860 yards or part thereof)
Subsequent charge (each 176 yards or part thereof)

£3.00
20 pence

Tariff 2 Hirings from ranks or “flag”
Hiring between 10pm and 7am

Initial charge (860 yards or part thereof)
Subsequent charge (each 150 yards or part thereof)

£3.60
20 pence

Tariff 2 also applies to hirings from ranks or “flag” between 6pm and 10pm December 24th, 
6pm and 10pm December 31st and between 7am 2nd January and 7am 3rd January

Tariff 3 Hiring from ranks or “flag” between 10pm 24th December and 7am 27th December and 10pm 
31st December and 7am 2nd January

Initial Charge (860 yards or part thereof)
Subsequent Charge (each 120 yards or part thereof)

£4.20
20 pence

Soiling Charge - £100 maximum (with permission to display warning signs indicating that there may be an additional 
charge for any potential loss of earnings suffered as a consequence) 

Waiting Time – 35 pence per minute commencement of journey, charged on a pro rate basis per second 

Taxi called by means of telephone - 30 pence additional charge

Large Mini-bus type vehicles (carrying 5 or more passengers together at their own request) – 

a) Where Tariff 1 would apply – charge Tariff 2 

b) Where Tariff 2 would apply – charge Tariff 3 

c) Where Tariff 3 would apply – Surcharge £1.00 

Fee by negotiation – for all journeys commencing within but finishing outwith Argyll & Bute, in a place of the above 
charges, such fares may be charged as prior to the acceptance of the hire, were proposed to the hirer and accepted 
by him/her 

Ferry Fares – The hirer shall be liable for the cost of a return ferry fare for any journey journey involving a ferry 

Charles Reppke, Head of Governance and Law, Argyll and Bute Council, Kilmory, Lochgilphead, PA31 8RT

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

AREA COMMITTEE MEETING
A MEETING OF THE MID ARGYLL, KINTYRE AND THE ISLANDS AREA 
COMMITTEE WILL BE HELD IN THE TOWN HALL, MAIN STREET, 
CAMPBELTOWN

AT 10.30A.M. - WEDNESDAY, 1 FEBRUARY 2017
Members of the public are welcome to attend and a public question time will take place for 30 minutes during the meeting. 
Questions can be asked on the day or can be submitted in advance to the Area Committee Manager, The Helensburgh and 
Lomond Civic Centre, 38 East Clyde Street, Helensburgh G84 7PG. Telephone: 01436 657605.

The Agenda for the meeting is available to view at the Servicepoint, Manse Brae, Lochgilphead and at
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Douglas Hendry, Executive Director – Customer Services

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

CAMPBELTOWN 
BENEVOLENT 

SOCIETY
The 200th Annual 

General Meeting will be 
held in the Red Cross 

Centre, Kirk Street, 
Campbeltown on 

Wednesday 1st February 
2017 at 12 noon.

All interested welcome 
to attend.

Registered charity number 
SCO08192.

Kintyre Juvenile 
Pipe Band 

Association
A.G.M.

Tuesday 7th 
February 

at 7.00pm
in Campbeltown 
Grammar School.

AN EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEETING
OF THE MACHRIHANISH GOLF CLUB
WILL BE HELD IN THE CLUBHOUSE
ON MONDAY 13TH FEBRUARY 2017 

AT 7:30PM

A motion that the members instruct the 
committee to run the Professional Shop 

for ourselves.
The committee wants to establish the will of 

the membership for the status quo i.e.:-
A Professional on a new retainer or if they 
want a change and the Club run the shop.

All members are respectfully invited to attend.
M Wylie, Secretary.

GOODS VEHICLE OPERATOR’S 
LICENCE

Richard Drake trading as Richard Drake 
of  Brenfi eld Farm, Ardrishaig, Argyll, PA30 
8ER is applying for a licence to use Brenfi eld 
Farm, Ardrishaig, Argyll, PA30 8ER  as 
operating centre for one goods vehicle and 
two trailers. Owners or occupiers of land 
(including buildings) near the operating 
centre who believe that their use or 
enjoyment of that land would be affected, 
should make written representations to the 
Traffi c Commissioner at Hillcrest House, 
386 Harehills Lane, Leeds, LS9 6NF 
stating their reasons, within 21 days of this 
notice. Representors must at the same 
time send a copy of their representations 
to the applicant at the address given at 
the top of this notice. A Guide to Making 
Representations is available from the 
Traffi c Commissioner’s Offi ce.

www.facebook.com/campbeltowncourier
www.facebook.com/argyllshireadvertiser
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West Coast MOTORING TIMES

Scotland’s most established 
Renault dealer
New and Pre-Reg Renaults ready for immediate delivery

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE TO VIEW A MORE 
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF VEHICLES ON OFFER
Any of our pre registered or used stock can now be 
viewed in or around Campbeltown
Call for an appointment to view.

Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street.  Tel: 01499 302150 Fax: 01499 302281
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park.  Tel: 01546 606767 Fax: 01546 606272
Car & Van Hire from both branches.

FIND US FIND US

RENAULT

ALL New CLIO

All  New SCENIC

DACIA DUSTER

DACIA STEPWAY

Intriguing and seductive, the New Renault CLIO

The look of a crossover, the practicality of an MPV. 

Dacia Duster still the cheapest SUV on sale

Dacia Stepway SUV style. Supermini Costs.

These are just a small selection of cars 
currently in our showrooms

IMAGE SHOWN *ALL NEW RENAULT MEGANE

USED CARS

66 Renault Captur DYN NAV DCi, Orange, delivery mileage ...............  £14,750
66 Dacia Sandero AMB 1.2, 5Dr, H/B, Silver, Delivery Mileage .............. £7,250 
16 Dacia Sandero Amb TCE 5dr H/B , Silver, 500 Miles ........................... £7495
16 Renault Clio Dyn Nav TCE, 5Dr,  H/B, White, Delivery Mileage ........ £12,500
16 Renault Megan DYN NAV 1.5 DCi, 5Dr Silver, 1,150 Miles ............... £11,495
65 Dacia Logan Laureate Prime 1.5 DCi, Blue, 10,850 Miles................... £9250
64 Honda Jazz, ES+ I -Vtec, 1.4, 5Dr, Brown 29,500 Miles ...... ............ .£7,450
64 Dacia Sandero stepway Laureate TCE, Red, 12,600 Miles .................. £7850
14 Nissan Qashqui Acenta, 1.2 5Dr, Grey, 10,000 miles ....................... £13,150
14 Renault Scenic DYN, 1.5 DCi, T/T, Black, 16,500 Miles .. ........... ......£12,650
14 Dacia Stepway AMB TCe, Black, 15,400 Miles ................................... £6,750
62/13 Renault Megane DYN, 1.6, Coupe, Silver, 18,000 Miles............... £9,450
13 Hyundai Active, 1.2, 5Dr, H/B, Grey, 28,000 Miles ............................ £5,000
12 Renault Megan I- Music DCI 5Dr H/B, Blue, 59,000 Miles ................. £5,650
11 VW Polo SEL TSi 1.2, 5Dr, Red, 34,000 Miles ..................................... £7,550
11 Renault Megan Coupe, GT-Line TCE, Blue, 25,000 Miles................... £6,995
10 Toyota Aygo, 1lt, 5 Dr H/B, Blue, 38,500 Miles ................................. £3,950
10 Renault Clio DYN, 1.5 DCI, 3Dr, Beige, 54,000 Miles ......................... £3,750
10 VW Polo SE 60, 1.2 5 Dr H/B Grey ..................................................... £3,495
09 Honda Civi ES I-Vtec, 1.8 5Dr H/B, Blue, 55,350 Miles ...................... £4,650
09 Ford Focus Zetec 100 1.6, 5Dr, Black, 84,000 Miles ..................... .....£4,250
COMMERCIALS

62 Renault Tra�  c LL29 Sport, DCI, Black, 122,000 Miles . ........... .£6,850+VAT
60 Vauxhall Vivara DCI Van ..........................................................£6,750 +VAT
08 Renault Master SWB, White..................................................................POA
LOWER PRICE VEHICLES UNDER £2000

Renault Scenic 1.6               Renault Laguna           Renault Kangoo DCi

Tel 
07836

500 403

WANTED
MOTORCYCLE

Any age, size, 
or condition 
considered... 

quick 
collection 
and I wont 
waste your 

time.....

Tel 01546 602226

FORD SCORPIO CARDINAL HEARSE

Black, Auto, 
Petrol, 1996
Owned from New
2933cc, V6 Engine
79,500 Miles
MOT Nov 2017

£ 3,000

Tel: 07919 390888

2013 (MAY) NISSAN NAVARA
2.5 diesel, d/cab,
c/w, snug hardtop,
loadlines, towbar,
19,000 miles,dealer
maintained, newly 
serviced, excellent/
immaculate 
condition
£11,800+vat

01583 421396
night after 6pm 

or 07766 534208 
Day, ask for 

Dougie.

IVECO PANEL VAN 09 REG
100,909 miles,
MOT till April 17, 
good condition

£2,700 + VAT

Phone 07554571070

RENAULT MEGANE
06 reg,1.6 petrol, 
55,000 miles, service 
history, new belts, 6 
months MOT, 4 new 
tyres, new brakes, 
6 disc CD player, good 
condition for year, 
v.good mechanically,
good on fuel.
£650.ono

STODDARTS OF OBAN 01631 564176/07799692072
john.stoddarts@btconnect.com

HONDA TRX500 C/W LOGIC TRAILER

Special O� er Honda 
TRX500FMC C/W 
, New Logic Trailer, 
Road Registered, Fully 
Serviced, New Tyres
£4,950+VAT
delivery&� nance 
arranged

STODDARTS OF OBAN 01631 564176/07799692072
john.stoddarts@btconnect.com

SUZUKI LT400 C/W TRAILER

Special O� er,New Logic 
Trailer, Fully Serviced, 
New Tyres & 
undersealed, 3 Year 
Warranty, 
Handbook & Spare Key
ONLY £3,900+ VAT
delivery&� nance 
arranged
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Call  today on 07789855381 

WANTED 4X4s FOR CASH
All 4x4 Vehicles, all makes and models 

wanted. Guaranteed best price, no 
hassle, free collection anywhere. Land 
Rover Defender, Discovery, Freelander 

Range Rover, Vauxhall Brava, Toyota 
Hilux, Land Cruiser, Mitsubishi, Shogun, 

L200, Pajero, Nissan Navara, Terrano, 
Patrol, X Trail, Isuzu Trooper, Rodeo.  + 

All other 4x4 Vehicles,  4X4 Pickups, etc. 
Single Vehicles or  � eet purchases. Any 
age nearly new or old, any conditions 

from perfect to written o� , non runners, 
rotten, no MOT, high mileage, blown 

engine, overheating etc. Cash in hand, 
no hassle, best cash price guaranteed.

WANTED
All Vans / Commercial , All Mercedes, 

Volkswagen, Ford, Iveco, Nissan, Vauxhall 
ect.  All Types, any size. Luton Vans, Tippers, 

Chassis Cab. All Sizes, Non Runners, High 
Milage, Damaged, Rotten, MOT Failures, 

Write O� s, Declared Scrapped etc. Cash Paid.

Collection anywhere, call for a hassle free sale 
07789 855 381

Tel 07703490572
ask for Robert

WANTED
All 4 x 4s, old or new Toyota Hilux, 
land cruiser, all pickups single or 

double cabs, any condition, runner or 
not, high miles no problem.

Tel 07546 788945

WANTED
All types of good quality 4 x 4 vehicles, 

Landrovers, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford etc 
and all 4 x 4 pickups, must be good 

condition and reasonable mileage.  Older 
4 x 4’s and non runners/MOT failures etc 

considered.  Will collect.  

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/
campbeltowncourier
www.facebook.com/
argyllshireadvertiser
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RECRUITMENT
    FIND A JOB       SIGN UP FOR JOB ALERTS       GET CAREER ADVICE       ADVERTISE A JOBVisit hijobs.net

HOUSEKEEPER REQUIRED BY 
FORT WILLIAM GUEST HOUSE.

Duties include breakfast service (not cooking), housekeeping, room 
servicing and cleaning in a guest house just outside Fort William.

It is anticipated there will be 6 hours per day available, 7 days a week, 
therefore more than one person may be required to suit hours and 

availability.

Experience is preferred, but training will be provided as required.

The successful applicant is expected to provide:

• Outstanding service and attention to detail in a highly customer 
focused environment.

• Ability to use own initiative.
• Working unattended at times.
• Take pride and interest in the business.
• Provide own transport to work.
• Be reliable and punctual.
• Work with us providing an outstanding guest experience.

The contract can be on an employed or self-employed basis and 
remuneration will be in line with experience and contract basis.

This is a seasonal position, the right person will help us to extend the 
season, and may have the opportunity to return in future seasons.

For an initial discussion please telephone 01397 703320

Hazelbank Motors Ltd
Oban

Require a full time, Time 
Served Mechanic for 
expanding workshop.
Please apply in writing only to:

 Iain Coates, Hazelbank Motors Ltd, 
Lynn Road, Oban PA34 4PL

STAFF WANTED
Lord of the Isles, Craobh Haven, are looking to add to 
our current team for 2017. The following positions will 

be available:

FRONT OF HOUSE TEAM MEMBERS: 
Full time & Part time.

CLEANER: Part time, 5 mornings a week.
CHEFS, ALL LEVELS: Full time.

KITCHEN ASSISTANTS: Full time & Part time.

We will also be looking for people to join our 
management team. Experience is essential along with 
a clean driving licence and preferably an up-to-date 

Personal Licence to authorise the sale of alcohol.

We will be looking to � ll these positions during March 
2017. This is an ideal opportunity to join an excellent, 

award winning team in a beautiful location. 

If you are interested please email a full CV with 
cover letter to lotinews@aol.com.

INVERARAY CASTLE
SEASONAL STAFF REQUIRED

Full/Part-Time

TEAROOM/GIFT SHOP
GUIDES

An interest in Scottish history
and foreign languages an advantage

Please send your current CV to:-
Mrs J Young, Castle Manager

Inveraray Castle, INVERARAY PA32 8XF
E-Mail - manager@inveraray-castle.com

CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS: 
10TH FEBRUARY

The Majestic Line
Experienced Marine Engineer 

required for 2017 season on small cruise 
vessel operating out of Oban, April to 
October inclusive. Good understanding of 
diesel engines and a mechanical/electrical 
mind is necessary.   The job spec also 
requires people and hospitality skills and 
be able to work as part of a team providing 
a high level of customer care. Working rota 
of 2 weeks on and 1 week off.    

For further details please apply to: 
info@themajesticline.co.uk or telephone 
Neil on 01369 707951

Bookkeeper 
Ardkinglas Estate, Argyll 

Apply today at htt ps://hijobs.net/job/46244 

Sous Chef
Invergarry Hotel, Lochaber 

Apply today at htt ps://hijobs.net/job/46083 

SIGN UP FOR JOB ALERTS hijobs.net

VIEW ALL JOBS AT hijobs.net

Closing date: 10 February 2017.

To apply visit our website

Team Leader – Mental Health (Temp – 6 months)
£36,516 - £39,984  Lochgilphead Ref: CMA00981
35 hours per week
☎ 01546 604334

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs
EMPLOYER

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT
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EMPLOYMENT VACANCY
Position: Shop/Reception Assistant
Location: Dunsta� nage Marina, Dunbeg, Oban 
Hours: Normal working hours. WILL include weekend 
work on a rotational basis
Wage: TBC (Depends on experience)

Role: The role of the shop assistant/receptionist is to 
ensure the e� ective and e�  cient running of our Marina 
Shop and Chandlery. The suitable candidate should enjoy 
customer interaction as this role is very customer based. 
Experience in a similar role or knowledge in the Marine 
Industry is desired but not essential. Polite telephone 
manners is crucial.
Responsibilities: Welcoming customers when entering 
the shop and ensuring everyone is being looked after. 
Taking customers registration details and collecting 
payments. 
Handing out brochures when required. Answering all 
inbound phone calls and emails and or taking bookings. 
General Admin duties and tidying the shop � oor. The 
ideal candidate will be enthusiastic, con� dent, friendly, 
organised, well presented and most importantly reliable.
This role is open to Male and Female applicants of 18 years +. 

Enquires: If you’re interested please email or post 
your CV FAO Ranulph McLauchlan to;

info@dunsta� nagemarina.com
Dunsta� nage Marina Ltd, Dunbeg, Oban, PA37 1PX 

01631 566 555

Come and join the great team working at 

Full time chef de partie
to assist the chef prepare and cook our fresh produce menu

Full time front of house assistant & bar person
with the potential to advance for the right candidate

Part time kitchen porter & waiting staff
these positions would also suit young people still in full time 

education 

Call 01631 730250 or 
email eat@creaganinn.co.uk with your details

Appin

North Argyll Carers Centre
North Argyll Carers Centre is a value-based charity, which supports 
those who look after a family member or friend due to illness, 
disability, frailty or addiction, on an unpaid basis. We provide 
information and advice as well as practical and emotional support. 
The organisation is seeking to recruit highly motivated individuals 
with excellent interpersonal skills to join our team.

Assistant Manager (Operations)
37 hours per week - £28,000

3 year fi xed term post

Outreach Carers Support Worker
25 hours per week – £20,125 pro rata

Five of the hours are subject to continuation funding
The successful candidates will be required to join the PVG Scheme 
or undergo a PVG Scheme update check. Use of car and a current 
driving licence essential for both posts. 
Closing date: Friday 3rd February 2017
North Argyll Carers Centre’s commitment to Equal Opportunities is 
refl ected in our selection process
For a recruitment pack or further information on both jobs please 
contact Morag MacLean, Manager on telephone 01631 564422/ 
07771647290 or email: morag@northargyllcarers.org.uk
Registered Charity No: SC040902

Mellex Group Limited
Are looking to fill the position of Hire 
Desk Controller at our Ardrishaig Depot.
This is a full time permanent position, working with 
colleagues and on own initiative to achieve a high 
standard of service to our customers.

The main responsibilities of the post will be dealing 
with customer enquiries, counter sales and service, 
face to face and on the telephone in a polite and 
professional manner.  

The successful candidate should be computer literate 
(training will be given with regards our bespoke hire IT 
system).  Have a strong commitment to deliver good 
customer service, with excellent communication 
skills.  Be organised with the ability to multi-task.  
Having knowledge of tool and plant preferable, but 
not essential.  A driving licence is also required.

Please apply in writing to – Fay Harris, Mellex Group 
Ltd, Glenburn Road, Ardrishaig, Argyll PA30 8EU.  
Or email to – fay@westcoastplanthire.co.uk.  

Applications can also be handed in to the 
Ardrishaig depot.

Please provide information on previous experience. 
Closing date Friday 10th February 2017. 

ARDNAHEIN CARE
Senior Carers/ Carers

Experienced Carers and senior Carers required 
to join our staff  team. Experience and 

SVQ 2/3 preferred.
Travelling expenses can be discussed.
Contact offi  ce for applicati on form.

10 GLENMORAG AVENUE DUNOON PA23 7LG
01369 703371

WWW.ARDNAHEINCARE.CO.UK

Sign up for job 
alerts at hijobs.net

IN ASSOCIATION WITH HIJOBS
RECRUITMENT

Looking for a new job?

 Create a profile and 
showcase your skills

 Use your Facebook profile

 Store up to 10 
application documents

 Set up customised job 
alerts

 Apply with your 
smartphone!

Archie Houston Electrical
APPRENTICE ELECTRICIAN
We are looking for a suitable person to 

join our team, to carry out domestic, 
agricultural & industrial electrical work.

Please apply in writing with your CV & a 
covering letter to: 

Archie Houston Electrical, Colonsay, 
Woodlands Drive, Campbeltown, 

PA28 6JW.
Any queries please contact on: 

archie.houston@btinternet.com

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENTRECRUITMENT RECRUITMENT

CAIRNDOW COMMUNITY 
CHILDCARE

 

RECRUITING  NOW
MANAGER (MATERNITY LEAVE COVER) 

From March to August 2017
The successful applicant will be required to
register with SSSC at Managers Level and 

have relevant recent experience.

CHILDCARE PRACTIONER
 Permanent role, min. 

24 hrs per week, from Feb. 2017
SVQ Qualification in childcare and 

registration with SSSC required

To find out more about either of these roles, 
and for job descriptions, please email 

mail@cairndowchildcare.co.uk
Or call 01499 600181

www.cairndowchildcare.co.uk 



HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

TEL 01631 720074 or 07776402550
sales@homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk
www.homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk

Kitchens, Glazing, Windows & Doors, Roofl ights, Flat Roofs, Roofl ine, 
Porches, Conservatories, Sun Rooms, Extensions, New Builds 
including Architectural Services
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PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEERS

MACQUEEN
BROS LTD

Removals/Storage 
& Self Storage
Full range of packing 

materials
Glengallan Road

Oban, Argyll
PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE

HOOK DATA 
SERVICES

•Hardware, Software
•Advice, Repairs
•Consumables

Crinan Harbour by 
Lochgilphead PA31 8SW
Tel: 01546 830157

Call in
or phone

COMPUTER SERVICES

CHIMNEY SERVICES

www.facebook.com/campbeltowncourier

PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS LOCALLY
Call 01586 554646 or 01546 602345 to advertise your business in our local services

SERVICE TO PROMOTE?
Call 01586 554646 
 or  01546 602345

GAS SUPPLIER

ScottishField
®

PROUDLY PARTNERED BY

www.scottishruralawards.org@ruralawards Scottish Rural Awards

CELEBRATE 
SCOTLAND’S COUNTRYSIDE AT THE

2017 SCOTTISH RURAL AWARDS 
CEREMONY & GALA DINNER 

THURSDAY 16TH MARCH 2017
AT DYNAMIC EARTH, EDINBURGH

TICKETS ON SALE NOW! VISIT

WWW.SCOTTISHRURALAWARDS.ORG

SRA advert 110x150.indd   1 16/01/2017   12:32:44

TRADE SUPPLIES

BUSINESS CONSULTANY

General Book-keeping Services - Vat - PAYE/RTI 
Annual Tax Returns - Management 

Accounts - Budget Forecasts - Cash & Bank 
Reconciliations - Stock Control - MLR 

Business Consultancy
Competitive Prices       Friendly Service
Tailor made to your needs. You can contact us on:

Tel: 01700 811077 / 07907860303
e: website.enquiry@thekiltedhighlander.com

w: thekiltedhighlander.com

JOINER HANDYMAN
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www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Campbeltown Courier, Argyllshire Advertiser or The Oban Times and your ad will also appear 

online at  www.westcoastclassifi eds.co.uk. Simply use the coupons on this page or visit the website and input your details there

PERSONAL NOTICES

CELEBRATE A LOVED 
ONE’S BIRTHDAY 

WITH A PERSONAL NOTICE? 
Call 

01586 554646 or 
01546 602345

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/
campbeltowncourier

 BUILDING / DIY
MAHOGANY INTERNAL 
DOORS 3 X glazed, 
mahogany internal doors, 762 
X 1981 mm, good condition, 
£20 Tel 07876 515114
TITAN 10\” TABLE SAW 
230V 1500W 10” table 
saw. Max. cut 80mm, 0-45 
degree bevel, table size 730 
x 640mm. In good working 
order. Ready to collect, £60 
Tel 01852 300573

 CAR 
ACCESSORIES

PRIVATE NUMBER PLATE 
D10 BAN  on retention,  
£750 Telephone 01738 
812509 (answerphone)

 CARS AND CAR 
PARTS UNDER £250
ASTRA ESTATE DIESEL 
1.7 CDTI 54 plate, silver. 
For repair or parts, needs 
alternator, inc 4 winter 
tyres on alloys, towbar., 
£248.00 Telephone 01631 
562013²
WINTER TYRES ON 
ALLOYS 195/65 R15 
winter tyres on GM 6J 15 
inch alloy wheels, 5 stud 
Vauxhall Astra or similar. 
Two good tread, two poor,  
£45 Tel 01631 562013²

 DOMESTIC APPLI-
ANCES

BREADMAKER Morphy 
Richards, £15 Tel 01546 
603245
DISHWASHER Dishwasher, 
Pro-Action, excellent 
condition, very little used, 
full size. Call evening, £80 
Telephone 01852 300154

HUNTER CEILING FANS 
3 x Hunter ceiling fans 
for sale (white). Suitable 
for either home or 
commercial use. Can be 
sold individually or as one 
lot, £90 Telephone 07973 
462274
JUICER Breville 1000w 
pro kitchen whole fruit 
juicer, used once, £60 Tel 
01546 603245

 FIREARMS
SAKO 75 243 wood 
blue,14x1 thread £1000, 
HOWA 308 timney 
trigger £550, Ruger MK1 
22.250, wood blue, timney 
trigger £500, Mossberg 
Pump 20B Husher £500, 
Brownin A1 12B 0.U £600 
FAC required. Tel 07990 
886646

 FURNITURE
BEDROOM CHAIRS 2 red 
button back velvet bedroom 
chairs. VGC, £25 each 
Telephone 01631 565602
COMPUTER CHAIR Black 
leather computer chair, £20 
Telephone 01631 565602
DRAWERS 2 pine bedside 
cabinets. 3 drawers, £15 
each Tel 01631 565602
LEATHER POUFFES 
Brown leather pouffes with 
storage, £10 each Tel 01631 
565602
SIDEBOARD Mahogany, 
excellent storage, good 
condition, £90ono Telephone 
01546 603654 (Eves)
WARDROBE Stag Minstrel 
dark wood wardrobe in 
excellent condition, £40 
Tel 01631 570651

WARDROBE Dark Oak, 
nice condition, mirror and 
shelf inside, £30ono Tel 
01546 603654 (Eves)

 GARDEN
H Y D R O P O N I C 
EQUIPMENT Quantity of 
metal halide and sodium 
light units (1,000w, 600w 
& 400w). Fans. Industrial 
online duct extractors and 
other odds and ends, no 
reasonable offer refused, 
Tel 07887 746151 (Connel 
area) ²
Q U A L C A S T 
LAWNMOWER & 
TRIMMER Qualcast 
1300 watt Electric Rotary 
Mower plus 320 watt 
Grass Trimmer. Used only 
3 times. Reason for sale 
- moving to flat! £45 Tel 
01631 358731
TOP SOIL loaded into your 
trailer or tipper lorry, FREE 
Tel 01631 564848 Call 
Office Hours
TWO LARGE PLANTERS 
Black matt steel, 90cm tall, 
Square section, Top 40 x 
40cm, tapering to base 30 
x 30cm. As new, £60 Tel 
01631 565507

 HEALTH AND FIT-
NESS

FIT FLOPS Genuine Fit 
Flops, brand new, size 
6, pewter, cost £60. Call 
evenings and weekends 
£50 Tel 01631 562750²
V-FIT AB ROLLER sit up 
frame - complete with 
frame computer. Call 
evenings and weekends 
£20 Tel 01631 562750²
WOMEN\’S RUNNING 
SHOES BROOKS 
ADRENALINE ASR 13 

Trail running shoes. 
Bought new in November. 
Excellent condition. boxed. 
size 40. Cost new £85.00, 
£50 Tel 01880 770385

 HEATING, FIRES 
AND FIREPLACES

18 KILOWATT BOILER 
solid fuel stove, good 
condition £300 Tel 07742 
087839²

 HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD White, Blue and 
Pink colours in stock 
available in A3/A4/A5 
sizes, from 13p per sheet. 
Contact Krisp Print, Tel 
01586 554975

 HOME FURNISH-
INGS

DOUBLE DIVAN BED 
Complete with reversible 
memory foam orthopaedic 
mattress brand new still in 
packaging cost £599 will 
accept £190 can deliver, 
Tel 07555 644702²

 HOME OFFICE
SMALL DESK COMPUTER 
Small computer desk, 
excellent condition, size: 
L=82cm, H=80cm, W=50-
58cm. Call evening, £30 
Tel 01852 300154

 INDOOR SPORTS 
EQUIPMENT

TABLE TENNIS Slazenger 
Junior Table Tennis table 
(foldable), new bats and 
balls, good condition, 
Oban, £60 Tel 07776 
251218

 KITCHEN AND 
BATHROOM

BASKETS 2 kitchen 
wicker baskets, £15 each 
Telephone 01631 565602
PERCOLATOR Phillips 
Coffee Percolator, £20 Tel 
01631 565602

 LEISURE AND LIFE-
STYLE

BABYLISS HOTSTIX as 
new and in carry case. Call 
evenings and weekends  
£20 Tel 01631 562750²

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
C A L E N D A R S 
CALENDARS, featuring 
spectacular photography 
of some of our most scenic 
lochs, rivers, beaches and 
mountains. Places include: 
Stirling, Fort William, 
Glencoe, Aberdeen, 
Isle of Skye, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, Loch Lomond, 
Kelso, Aviemore, Forfar, 
Rum and Eigg, Shetland, 
Glentrool and Dryburgh. 
Always a popular gift for 
family and friends at home 
or abroad. Order on-line 
at www.scottishcalendars.
co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALENDAR, 
fabulous views of the West 
Highlands portrayed in this 
handy and conveniently 
sized calendar. Places 
include: Inveraray, 
Appin, Oban, Seil, Isle 
of Mull, Campbeltown, 
Tarbert, Machrihanish, 
Fort William.  Ideal for 
home offices or as a gift. 
Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk

 MISCELLANEOUS
WATER FEATURE Vintage 
bronze effect water feature, 
ideal for conservatory use, 
beautiful mermaid with 
shell, complete with triple 
lights with antique shades. 
Cost £350. Call evenings 
and weekends £99.99 
Telephone 01631 562750²

 MOBILE AND HOME 
TELEPHONES

GIGASET CORDLESS 
TELEPHONE lots of 
features, still boxed. Call 
evenings and weekends 
£10 Tel 01631 562750²

 MOBILITY
WHEELCHAIR Adult 
size, used once, as new 
condition. Proceeds to 
go to charity. Can be part 
delivered if necessary  
£50 Tel 01967 431230 
Ardnamurchan area ²

 MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

PIANO full working order, 
free to good home, must 
uplift Tel 01586 830621

 OUTDOOR SPORTS 
EQUIPMENT

SALAMON BOOTS 
Salamon climbing/walking 
boots, size 9.5. worn once, 
insulated and rigid for 
crampons £50 Tel 07780 
795870

 PET ACCESSORIES
DOG GUARD as new 
dog guard, £20 Tel 07780 
795870

 PHOTOGRAPHY
FUJIFILM CAMERA 
Finepix S800fd digital 
camera, in excellent 
condition, complete with 
leather case, strap, all 
cables, CD, manual and 
256mb card. All in original 
box. Call evenings and 
weekends £85 Telephone 
01631 562750²

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

EPSOM PRINTER Stylus 
SX130 series colour 
printer, used twice. Call 
evenings and weekends 
£20 Tel 01631 562750²
P R O M O T I O N A L 
MATERIAL Market your 
business effectively with 
professionally designed 
leaflets, posters and flyers 
from Krisp Print, Tel 01586 
554975
THANK YOU CARDS New 
baby or wedding, with a 
photo of your new arrival or 
big day.  Truly individual, a 
treasured keepsake.  Call 
Krisp Print, Tel 01586 
554975

 WANTED
WANTED - BROKEN OR 
UNWANTED 4 stroke 
lawn mowers for student 
training purposes. Mid 
Argyll Area Tel 07555 
703747²

HAVE A 
WONDERFUL

40th!
Love from all 

your family in 
Lochgilphead and Oban

your family in 
Lochgilphead and Oban

Happy 80th 
Birthday Agnes

on 31st January
Lots of love, Mac xx

Happy Birtyhday Mum
Have a great day
Love David, Linda

and Dave. xx

Happy Birtyhday Mum
Have a great day
Love David, Linda
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Send your photos 
and stories to 
editor@argyllshire
advertiser.co.uk

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Est. 1978Funeral Directors
& Monumental Suppliers

T.A.Blair LtdT.A.Blair Ltd
Funeral Directors

& Monumental Suppliers

Burnside Street, Campbeltown
Funerals carried out in Campbeltown, 

Kintyre and throughout the UK
For personal attention assured at all times
Telephone Alasdair, Kenneth or Rhys

(01586) 552918 or Mobile 07810 443473
blairfunerals@btinternet.com

Agents for

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which 
relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications owned by 
Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited 
Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The 
Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and 
comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement 
by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on 
acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed 

by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the 
Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher 
reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of 
the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and 
Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to 
recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be 
settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the 
Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned 
by any total or partial failure (however caused) of publication or 
distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement 
is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission 
in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the 
Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of 

the advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable refund or 
adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be 
made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract 
from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within fourteen 
days of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total liability of 
the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount 
of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular 
advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a 
further or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably 
comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the 
Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling 
upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened legal 
actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one or 
more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy 

instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/
Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order 
by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with 
the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 
days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  
In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment 
interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the 
due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a 
late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late 
payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given 
and to raise an additional invoice for the discount which will be treated 
as though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our 
conditions.

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/
argyllshireadvertiser

KILMARTIN

TARBERT

INVERARAYThought for 
the Week
with Marilyn Shedden

Oil depot gets 
the go ahead 
near airport
A PLANNING appli-
cation has been ap-
proved to develop an 
oil depot near Oban.

Argyll and Bute 
Council’s planning, 
protective services and 
licensing (PPSL) com-
mittee approved the 
application from Oil-
fast for an oil depot 
on the site of the for-
mer roads depot, next 
to Oban Airport, on 
Wednesday January 
18.

The new depot will 
create jobs and pro-
vide kerosene heating 
oil for homes and busi-
ness across the area.

Councillor David 
Kinniburgh, chairman 
of the PPSL, said: 
‘This is good news and 
will see a vacant indus-
trial site brought back 
into use, creating jobs 
and providing a ser-
vice for people across 
the council area. 

‘Oban Airport is 
identifi ed as an area for 
action, in our Scottish 
Government-approved 
local development 
plan, and the council is 

Could it be 
magic for 
senior citizens?
THE Inveraray Senior 
Citizens’ Wednesday 
Club is set for a mys-
tical afternoon next 
month.

Magic from Minard 
with David Hay will 
keep the group enter-
tained and on their toes 
with an entrancing mag-
ic show, on Wednesday 
February 8 from 2pm at 
Nicoll Hall.

All are welcome to 
join in the fun and en-
joy afternoon tea with 
the group.

Bookbug 
sessions are 
back at Tarbert
BOOKBUG sessions, 
for babies and toddlers, 
have begun again in 
Tarbert. 

Taking place on 
Thursdays from 
10.30am at Tarbert Li-
brary, the sessions are 
free, fun and friendly 
events for babies, 
toddlers, pre-schoolers 
and their families. 

Each session includes 
songs, stories and 
rhymes and can benefi t 
your child by helping 
to build up their confi -

dence and social skills 
and give their speech 
and language develop-
ment a real boost.

OBAN

KILMARTIN Museum is looking 
to recruit and train people interest-
ed in joining its team of volunteer 
guides to lead short walks in Kil-
martin Glen.

Now in its sixth year, the guided 
glen walk programme offers vis-
itors an opportunity to explore the 
unique and fascinating archaeology 
of Kilmartin Glen.

The volunteer group is a great way 

to meet new people, get outdoors 
and share your knowledge of Kil-
martin Glen.

If you keen to learn more or take 
part in the guided glen walk, the 
group will be leaving from Kilmar-
tin Museum at 1.30pm on Wednes-
day February 8.

For more information, contact 
education@kilmartin.org or call 
01546 510278.

committed to develop-
ing the airport as a stra-
tegic transport hub, ex-
panding its operation 
and bringing in new 
businesses.’

The guided walk will let you explore the archaeology of the glen.

Museum seeks volunteer guides

WALKING on the beach with our collies, we 
love to look at the various footprints and try 
to work out what they are.

Tiny otter prints tend to be near the source 
of a local burn, while the deer scamper hap-
pily across the whole beach.

Birds of all shapes and sizes also leave their 
mark and paw-prints in the sand zig-zag in all 
directions.

It reminded me of that wonderful saying 
from Chief Seattle: ‘Take only memories, 
leave only footprints.’ 

Chief Seattle was a wise and respected 
native American.

He even has a city named after him.
He was one of the earliest eco-warriors and 

his mantra still applies today.
In modern language, this has been adapted 

to: ‘Take nothing but pictures. Leave nothing 
but footprints. Kill nothing but time.’

This is part of the ‘Leave no Trace’ philoso-
phy of naturalists all over the world.

Chief Seattle cared about the natural world 
and respected every living creature that 
shared it with him.

He said: ‘All things share the same breath – 
the beast, the tree, the human ... the air shares 
its spirit with all the life it supports.

‘Humans did not weave the web of life, they 
are merely a strand in it. Whatever we do to 
the web, we do to ourselves.’

In an age of so much devastation and 
destruction throughout our beautiful world, 
we would do well to heed the great chief’s 
advice.

Some footprints have gone forever and 
leave the world a poorer place.

Nature is the great designer working hand in 
hand with the great Creator.

Who are we to become the great destroyers?
‘Leave only footprints and kill only time.’



BIRTHS
MACCORMICK - Coll and 
Shelley are delighted to announce 
the arrival of Piper-Rose, on 
December 31, 2016, in Dunedin, 
New Zealand.  Another lovely 
granddaughter for Dugie and 
Dorothy, Carradale.
MULLEN - BELL - David 
and Lesley are delighted to 
announce the birth of David 
Keith McKerral, born January 7, 
2017.  Second grandchild for Neil 
and the late Mary McEachran, and 
sixth grandchild for Walter and 
Maureen Bell.

ENGAGEMENTS

MORRISON - POXON - 
Both families are delighted to 
announce the engagement of 
Richard, elder son of James 
and Mary Morrison, to Jessica, 
eldest daughter of Neil and 
Cecille Poxon.

DEATHS
ALLEN - Suddenly at 
home, 4A Lady Mary Row, 
Campbeltown, on January 
6, 2017, Alexandria Allen 
(Alexa), in her 41st year, 
dearly beloved partner of 
Dennis O’Brien, loving 
mother of Natasha and 
Alexander, loving daughter 
of Jean and the late Alex, 
much loved sister of James 
and loving aunt of Sophie.
BROWN - Peacefully, at 
Campbeltown Hospital, on 
January 19, 2017, Richard 
John Brown (Dickie), in 
his 64th year, 33A Albyn 
Avenue, Campbeltown, 
dearly beloved son of 
Stella and the late Thomas 
Brown and a loving father, 
grandfather, brother and 
uncle.  Funeral private.
BUNTAIN - Suddenly, at the 
Royal Alexandra Hospital, 
Paisley, on January 10, 
2017, Iain McKellar, aged 66 
years, husband of Inga, son 
of the late Kenny and Jenny, 
and brother to Kenneth, 
Archie, Allan and Donald.  
Funeral service to be held 
at Clydebank Crematorium, 
on Monday, January 30 at 
3.30pm. No fl owers please.
KEITH - On January 
15, 2017, peacefully, 
at Mid Argyll Hospital, 
Lochgilphead, Alexander 
(Alex) Keith, in his 91st 
year, beloved husband of 
the late Agnes Crawford, 
much loved father of Helen, 
Senga, Jim and Alison, a 
dearly loved father-in-law, 
grandpa and great grandpa. 
Funeral service was held 
at Cumlodden Church 
on January 23, interment 
thereafter at Killeven 
Cemetery. With grateful 
thanks to family, friends and 
neighbours, with a special 
thanks also to all his carers 

ANDERSON - 
MCGOUGAN

Both families are delighted to 
announce the engagement of 
Peter to Louise, January 20, 

2017 at Portavadie.

CHURCH NOTICES

LORNE AND 
LOWLAND

PARISH CHURCH
Scottish Charity Number 

SCO11686
Sunday 29th January

Morning Worship 
11.15am 

Creche, Triple C, Gen 1 
Rev P Wallace

Monday 30th January
Messy Church
Church Hall 

3.45pm-5.30pm
Tuesday 31st January

Tiny Tots New Hall 
9.45am  

Boys’ Brigade 
Anchor Boys 6.00pm
Junior Section 7.15pm

Church Hall
Company Section
New Hall 7.00pm

Thursday 2nd February
Choir Practice

Friday 3rd February
Lunch Club New Hall 

12.00 noon
Next Generation 7.00pm

George Street, Campbeltown

Sunday 29th January
11.15am  Worship Service

Mr Iain R Morrison
Wednesday 1st February

12.30pm  
Bible Study and Prayer
Saturday 4th February
9.00am  Prayer Breakfast

All Welcome
www.campbeltownfreechurch.co.uk

Scottish Charity Number: SC046745

SCO02493
Sunday 29th January 2017
The service will be conducted 

by Rev Catriona Hood
and will be held in the 

Church at 11.15am
All welcome.

SPRINGBANK 
EVANGELICAL

CHURCH

75 Longrow, Campbeltown

Sunday 29 January 2017
Family Communion Service 

at 11.00am 
Gordon Cosgrove 
will be the speaker
Visitors welcome.

Wednesday 1st February
12.30pm at the Free Church

Joining with Campbeltown Free 
Church for 

Prayer and Bible Study
What is missing from 

CH  CH?   U R
For details, contact the church 
offi ce on 01586 551200 or the 

Church Secretary on 
01586 551237.

www.springbankchurch.co.uk  
SCO14646

Burnside Street, Campbeltown
01586 552046

Sunday Services
10.30am Morning Worship

Army Kidz
6.30pm Evening Worship

Wednesday
Lunch Club 12.15pm
1.30pm C.A.M.E.O.

7.00pm Make ‘n’ Munch 
Craft  Group 
Thursday

7.30pm Bible Study
Captains Ben & Ruth 

Russell
All welcome

Campbeltown Corps
Church and Community Centre

LIVING STONES 
CHRISTIAN 

CENTRE
KILMARTIN 

Sunday 29th January
11am  - All welcome to our

Worship Service
(and light lunch)

Speaker this week - 
George John Stewart

FOR HE KNEW WHAT
WAS IN MAN

Saturday
from 10am/Sunday after service

Victorious Christian Life 
Training Seminar

Tuesday 31st January
at 7.30pm

Praise and Sharing
May The Lord bless you 

mightily this week.
www.livingstoneschristiancentre.com

CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND WEST 
LOCHFYNESIDE
Sunday 29th January 2017
Cumlodden Lochfyneside

and Lochgair
Charity No. SC016097

Minister:
Rev. Dr. Roderick  D. M. Campbell

Morning Service
in Lochgair Church at 10 am

Glenaray and Inveraray
Charity No. SC016665

Morning Service 
in Inveraray Church at 11.30 am

ALL WELCOME

CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

GLASSARY 
KILMARTIN 

and FORD 
PARISH 

CHURCH
January 29th 2017

Sunday Worship 
Ford  11.45am

Rev. C. R. Acklam
All welcome

SC0 02121

NORTH KNAPDALE
PARISH CHURCH

Charity Number SC001002
Sunday 29 January

Tayvallich Church 10 am
Morning Worship

Saturday 28 January
Achnamara Hall 

CAFE CONNECT 10:30 - 12:30
Monday 30 January

Tayvallich Church 
Prayer Time 10:30 am

All welcome
Enquiries 01546 606926
www.northknapdale.org

SCOTTISH 
EPISCOPAL 
CHURCHES
Christ Church
Bishopton Road, 

Lochgilphead
(SC013787)

Sundays 11.00am
Eucharist & Coffee

St Columba’s, 
Poltalloch

(SC031391)
1st Sunday of the 

month 9.00am Holy 
Communion 

3rd Sunday of the 
month 3.30pm 

Evensong
Father Simon 

Mackenzie
01546 602315

ST MARGARET’S 
R.C. CHURCH

LOCHGILPHEAD
Holy Mass Sunday 10am

All Saints, Inveraray
Holy Mass Sunday 12.30pm

Fr. David Connor
01546 602380

All Welcome (SCO002876)

ARDRISHAIG AND
SOUTH KNAPDALE

PARISHES
“It is good to sing praises

to our God”
Ardrishaig at 11:00am
Achahoish at 12:30pm

LOCHGILPHEAD 
PARISH CHURCH

Sunday 29th January
11.00am WORSHIP SERVICE

Rev. Hilda Smith
All Welcome

Every Tuesday
1 p.m. - 3 p.m.

Bumps, Babies and Toddlers
Every Wednesday

10 a.m. - 3.30 p.m.
Drop-In Cafe

More info. at www.lpchurch.co.uk
Lochgilphead

 (Church of Scotland) 
SCO16311

Sunday Service
11am with Sunday School 
followed by refreshments

Youth Fellowship
6.30 pm – 8.00 pm 

Every Sunday (term time only)

mainly music
10.00 – 11.30 am

every Thursday (term time only)
Registration required
 Pastor Chris Holden

We meet at the Guide Hall, Kinloch Road
www.campbeltowncommunitychurch.co.uk

SC043322

Argyll Street, Campbeltown
St Kiaran Episcopal Church: 

Campbeltown
Scottish Charity No SC023277

Sunday 29th January
PRESENTATION

Holy Communion 10.45am
Enquiries Tel: 01586 551141

The Scottish Episcopal Church is a Province of 
the Worldwide Anglican Communion

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND

Sunday 29th January 
2017 

Skipness Service  10am
Tarbert Service 11.30am

Mr John Morrison
For all church enquiries and 

pastoral care
Contact Rev. Hilda Smith, Interim 

Moderator
on 07826 235735

Everyone very welcome
Tarbert & Kilberry SCO02622

Skipness SCO04280

SKIPNESS LINKED 
WITH TARBERT 
LOCHFYNE AND 

KILBERRY

ST. KIERAN R.C. 
CHURCH
ST JOHN ST, 

CAMPBELTOWN
SCO02876

Vigil Mass, 
Saturday 6pm

(except the 1st Saturday 
of the month)

Holy Mass, every 
Sunday 10am
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TEXT
FOR THE WEEK
God says, ‘You shall not 

misuse the name of the Lord 
your God …’ (Exodus 20:7)..

and staff at the Mid Argyll 
Hospital, for all the kind care 
and attention received. Thanks 
to Rev Roderick Campbell 
for a comforting service, Stan 
Lupton Funeral Directors 
for professional services, 
George Hotel for excellent 
catering and to all who paid 
their last respects at church 
and graveside. The collection 
for Macmillan Palliative Care 
Unit raised £310.
MACVEAN - Peacefully 
at her home, Dalvore, 
Kilmichael Glassary, on 
January 21, 2017, Elizabeth 
Janet (Betty) MacVean, née 
MacDonald, aged 82 years, 
beloved wife of Alasdair 
MacVean and loving mother 
of Eric, John, Angus, Peter 
and Elizabeth.  Dear sister 
of the late Angus, Margaret, 
Marjory, Donald, Colin 
and Ian and a much loved 
aunt, great aunt and cousin 
to all the family. A good 
neighbour and dear friend 
to many.  Funeral service 
was held in Lochgilphead 
Parish Church, on Thursday, 
January 26, 2017, followed 
by interment at Achnabreac 
Cemetery. Sadly missed.
MCKINVEN - Peacefully, 
with her family by her side, 
at Peacock Nursing Home, 
Livingston, on January 23, 
2017, Morag, aged 82 years, 
beloved wife of Duncan, 
much loved mum of Pearl, 
Iain, Allan and Janette, 
devoted gran and great gran.  
Sadly missed by all.
MILLAR - Annie Mead 
(Nan), née Robb.  Peacefully, 
after a short illness, in 
Perth Royal Infi rmary, on 
Saturday, January 14, 2017, 
Nan, (former Postmistress 
of Saddell Post Offi ce and 
latterly of Lochgilphead 
and Auchterarder), in her 
87th year, wife of the late 
Willie Millar, much loved 
mum to Moira and Billy 
and beloved grandmother to 
Gillian, Tracey and Maria. 
Loving great grandmother, 
auntie, sister and friend 
to many others.  Funeral 
service in Auchterarder 
Parish Church, on Monday, 
January 30, 2017 at 
10.30am, to which all family 
and friends are respectfully 
invited.  Interment thereafter 
at Auchterarder Parish 
Cemetery, arriving at 
11.15am.
PATERSON - Peacefully, 
at the Knapdale Ward, Mid 
Argyll Hospital, on January 
24, 2017, after a long illness 
borne with great dignity, 
Dora Johnstone Paterson, 
née Drummond, in her 89th 
year, formerly of Strone 
Farm, Minard, beloved wife 
of the late Joey Paterson, 
much loved mother of John, 
James, Kenneth, Hilda, 
Ailsa and the late Douglas.  
Adored Granny Dora and 
great granny and a dear 
sister, aunt and cousin to all 
the family.  A good friend 
and dear neighbour to many. 
Funeral service will be held 
in Lorne Street Funeral 
Parlour, Lochgilphead, on 
Monday, January 30, 2017, 
at 12.00 noon, thereafter 
to Kilevin Cemetery.  
Family fl owers only please.  
Donations if desired, to 
Alzheimer Scotland. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
ANDERSON - Janice and 
family would like to thank 

everyone for the many kind 
expressions of sympathy, 
phone calls, visits, baking, 
cards and fl owers received 
following the sad loss of 
Alisdair.  A special thank you 
to the district nurses for their 
very kind care of Alisdair.  
Thanks to all who attended 
the crematorium and to 
my brother, John, for his 
comforting service.  Special 
thanks to Kenneth and Rhys 
Blair for their professional 
services and to everyone 
who attended Stronvaar 
Bowling Club for the 
celebration of Alisdair’s life.  
Thanks to Kirsteen for her 
excellent speech about her 
dad and to David for singing 
Alisdair’s song.  Thanks also 
to Katherine and friends for 
the catering and to the bar 
staff.  The collection for the 
Macmillan Nurses and Marie 
Semple raised £620.
GELDER - Friends of 
Barrie would like to thank 
Rev Steve Fulcher for his 
support, help and comforting 
service, Catherine Black for 
her excellent and appropriate 
music, Alasdair, Kenneth and 
Rhys Blair for their guidance 
and excellent professional 
service and Iain, Frances 
and staff at the Muneroy for 
the lovely purvey.  Special 
thanks to all who attended 
and helped on December 
21 and to everyone who 
attended at the church.  The 
retiral collection for RNLI 
raised £1,129.23.  Barrie 
was cremated at Cardross 
Crematorium on January 23, 
2017.
MACCALLUM - Mary’s 
family would like to thank 
everyone for their kind 
expressions of sympathy 
and support following her 
sudden death and for their 
comforting presence at her 
funeral service.  Sincere 
thanks are extended to 
the doctors and staff 
in Lochgilphead and 
Oban Hospitals for their 
appropriate attention, to the 
carers and the Marie Curie 
nurses for their exemplary 
home care and to Myra 
Strathie for everything.  We 
are especially grateful to Rev 
Hilda Smith for her support 
at this diffi cult time and for 
her uplifting and thoughtful 
service, both in the church 
and at the committal; to 
Donald MacDonald for 
professional assistance and 
supervision at the church, 
the graveside and the 
purvey arrangements at the 
Stag Hotel, who provided 
excellent hospitality.  A 
retiring collection realised 
the sum of £200, to be 
forwarded to the Marie Curie 
cancer care and support.
MCKINLAY - With graceful 
acceptance of the loss of 
their mum, Elizabeth Agnes 
Barbour, Elspeth and Moira, 
along with their families, 
would like to express their 
heartfelt thanks and gratitude 
to all relatives, friends and 
neighbours for the support 
and kindness shown to them 
at this poignant time. Sincere 
thanks to the Rev Philip 
Wallace for his inspiring and 
comforting service; to the 
Rev Catriona Hood for her 
excellent and appropriate 
music; to Alasdair, Kenneth 
and Rhys Blair and staff for 
their sensitive and dignifi ed 
professionalism; to Flora, 
Marion and staff of the 

Ardshiel Hotel for their 
welcoming hospitality and 
enjoyable afternoon tea; 
to all health professionals, 
ambulance service, all staff 
and ancillary departments 
of Campbeltown Hospital 
and Campbeltown Medical 
Practice, most especially all 
community teams and carers 
involved in the nursing of 
Elsie at home, your care, 
commitment and support has 
been exceptional. The family 
has been deeply humbled 
by the beautiful fl owers 
and fl oral tributes, cards 
and letters, phone calls and 
messages and visits received. 
Finally, to all who attended 
the church and graveside 
to pay their respects, Elsie 
would have been truly 
honoured.

IN MEMORIAMS

CAMERON - In loving 
memory of Isobel. We miss 
you in your fi reside chair.
Your loving smile your 
gentle air. Your vacant place 
no-one can fi ll. We miss you 
Mum and always will.
- Bryan, John and Robert. 
MACKINLAY - In loving 
memory of Alexander 
MacKinlay Jnr, died January 
25, 2016. Memories last 
forever.
- Sadly missed by Mum, 
John, Jason, Kelly-Anne and 
family.
Gone but not forgotten.
- Your daughter Courtney.
ROBERTSON - In loving 
memory of a dear brother 
and uncle, Charlie, died 
January 31, 1988. Loved and 
remembered always.
- Anne, Stuart and family.

CHURCH NOTICES
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Brexit dominates as NFUS runners 
come to Argyll

Stranraer dairy farm-
er,  Gary Mitchell was 
fi rst up.

He spoke about the 
need for Scotland’s 
farmers to truly under-
stand their market to 
take advantage of the 
post-Brexit world out-
side the European sin-
gle market. 

Rather than being at 
the mercy of markets 
and being the ‘punch-
bag’ for buyers and 
processors, he said the 
time had come to take 
control.

‘We must ask where 
is the demand,’ he said 
‘and how do we sup-
ply it?’

Having converted 
from a beef and arable 
enterprise to milking 
800 cows in a process 
started a decade ago, 
he stressed that Scot-
tish farmers should 
never be afraid to ask 

NEVER mind Trump and Clinton, 
the big presidential race is about to 
reach a thrilling climax right here in 
Scotland.

Six candidates are contesting the 
top roles within NFU Scotland, with 
elections to take place at the union’s 
council meeting on Tuesday Febru-
ary 7 – the day after the AGM, con-
ference and annual dinner.

Current president Allan Bow-
ie and sitting vice presidents Rob 
Livesey and Andrew McCornick 
are contesting the presidential po-
sition. The two vice presidential 
roles will be decided between Forth 
and Clyde regional chairman Tom 
French, Less Favoured Area com-
mittee chairman Martin Kennedy, 
and Dumfries and Galloway region-
al chairman Gary Mitchell.

The presidential position is held 
for two years and a president can 

serve a maximum of two consecu-
tive terms. Those elected to the po-
sition of vice president will initially 
serve for two years before the post 
reverts to an annual election. 

As part of a whistle-stop series 
of hustings around the country, the 
candidates came to Argyll earlier 
this month to speak following the 
Argyll and the Isles regional AGM 
at Stonefi eld Castle Hotel, Tarbert.

State their case
Each of the candidates was given 

a chance to individually state their 
case, before reverting to a panel for-
mat, with the whole event chaired 
by Argyll and the Isles NFUS re-
gional chairman John Dickson.

The vexed topic of Brexit featured 
prominently, and each had a subtly 
different take on the best strategy to 
adopt in the face of such momen-
tous change.

Tom French was the 
next contender to 
speak. 

Declaring himself to 
be an optimist by na-
ture, he added that he 
did not, however, un-
derestimate the prob-
lems presented by 
Brexit.

Mr French, who 
farms 200 acres of 
rented upland grass/
arable land at Craw-
fordjohn, near Big-
gar, said: ‘What with 
the uncertainty created 
by Trump and Brexit, 
we have to defend and 
promote our industry. 
We also must market 
our products properly.’

He reserved criticism 
for farming market-
ing bodies, which, he 
claimed ‘could do a lot 
better’. He also advo-

questions to learn more 
about their business. 

‘We must under-
stand the costs of pro-
duction,’ he said ‘and 
where the demand is 
coming from.’

A native of Wigtown-
shire, Andrew McCor-
nick now farms suckler 
cows and sheep outside 
Dumfries.

In a passionate pres-
entation, his view was 
that we need to turn 
Brexit into an opportu-
nity. One in eight jobs 
in Scotland, said Mr 
McCornick, is in the 
food and drink sector. 

cated the promotion of 
the tenanted sector as 
‘the only way into ag-
riculture’.

In the role of vice 
president, he said he 
would listen to mem-
bers views and con-
cerns.

He added: ‘Let’s 
work together to create 
a sustainable and more 
rewarding future.’

Vice presidential 
candidates

Aberfeldy farmer Mar-
tin Kennedy runs 600 
ewes and a suckler 
herd on land rising to 
2,500 feet.

Setting out his vice 
presidential case, he 
said: ‘Scottish agricul-
ture is facing one of 
the greatest challenges 
in its history. Whether 
we like Brexit or not, 
we have to move on.

There are four main 
priorites, he said – 
trade, fi nancial sup-
port, minimising red 
tape and protecting the 
environment.

‘We now have the 

opportunity to infl u-
ence trade rules with 
the EU, which should 
give us an edge. But 
in Scotland we export 
80 per cent of our pro-
duce to the rest of the 
UK, so that needs to be 
right as well.’

He said: ‘Farming 
is the key rural indus-
try, but we need to get 
the message across that 
farming must get a re-
alistic share of the mar-
gins for what we are 
producing.’ 

Presidential 
candidates

Melrose farmer Rob 
Livesey was meas-

He added that Scot-
land’s farmers need 
to persuade the pub-
lic and politicians just 
how important the in-
dustry is for food secu-
rity, community ben-
efi ts, the export trade 
and the environment. 
Do this, he claimed, 
and the markets would 
deliver better profi ta-
bility with less reliance 
on support.

‘We want profi table, 
sustainable agriculture 
with innovation, but 
the driver behind it is 
profi tability.’

Selling his person-
al attributes for the top 
job, Mr McCornick 
emphasised his NFUS 
experience, adding: 
‘I’ve always tackled 
things head on, and if 
it’s diffi cult to under-
stand, I’m the man to 
get my head round it 
and explain.’

Present incumbent in 
the president’s seat, 
Allan Bowie, is from 
St Andrews but op-
erates a cereal farm-
ing operation in Clack-
mannanshire.

In another cool and 
confi dent pitch, Mr 
Bowie argued that he 
may be a victim of his 

ured in tone, voicing 
his opinion that he had 
served his apprentice-
ship after four years as 
vice president.

He explained his vi-
sion for the future as 
one where farmers are 
not ‘at the mercy of 
four or fi ve powerful 
supermarkets’, but one 
where there are a num-
ber of options, particu-
larly the export trade.

Red tape would al-
ways be necessary to 
some degree, he said, 
largely to offer assur-
ances on food safe-
ty, the environment 
and animal welfare. 
Financial support 
must change, howev-
er, so that it is direct-
ed towards people who 
are actively farming, 
whether as landowners 
or tenants.

He concluded: ‘We 
have a lot to do, but we 
need to do it together. 
If we do, we can in-
ject the enthusiasm and 
confi dence back into 
agriculture. 

own success as pres-
ident, judging by the 
number of people 
ready to come through 
and lead the union. He 
cited his experience 
and the fact that he has 
‘gained respect’ as sig-
nifi cant attributes.

He said: ‘I am look-
ing for fairness in the 
agricultural supply 
chain and better cash 
fl ow for Scottish farm-
ing.

Leadership, he said, 
is about ‘knowing 
when to thump the ta-
ble and when to back 
off’.

‘We’re going to need 
to work with the gov-
ernment, environmen-
talists and others in 
dealing with Brexit. 

‘There is unfi nished 
business, and I am 
looking forward to the 
challenge.

‘Passion is not 
enough; we need re-
sults.’

Gary Mitchell

Tom French

Martin Kennedy

Andrew McCornick

Rob Livesey

Allan Bowie

The audience of NFUS members listens intently. 06_a03nfus01

Pictured from left to right: Martin Kennedy, 
Argyll and the Isles NFUS chairman John 
Dickson, Gary Mitchell, Rob Livesey, Allan 
Bowie and Andrew McCornick. 06_a03nfus06

Branch chairman John Dickson (centre) 
introduces the speakers. 06_a03nfus02
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Sports club 
lottery 
numbers
THE NUMBERS 
drawn at the Tarbert 
Football Club lot-
tery were 2, 9 and 10. 
There were no winners 
so the jackpot next 
week will be £200.

In the Kilmory Ca-
manachd Club lot-
tery draw the winning 
numbers were 12, 14 
and 17. There were 
no winning tickets so 
£200 will be up for 
grabs next week.

At the Inveraray 
Shinty Club lottery the 
numbers drawn were 
1, 4 and 8. There were 
no winners and next 
week’s jackpot will be 
£900.

Red Star knocked out West of 
Scotland Cup

THE home side were 
looking to contin-
ue their good form in 
the cup this season 
with the last 16 loom-
ing. Unfortunately the 
team were stretched 
to the bear minimum 
with no less than 11 
call offs, due to inju-
ries, suspensions and 
work, in what was their 
biggest game of the 
season.

It was the Caledoni-
an League visitors who 
started the game on the 
front foot, with Star 
struggling to fi nd their 
normal passing game 
– although it was the 
home side who almost 
took the lead when 
young McPhie crossed 
over for the in rush-
ing Moore, who just 
missed connection.

Ciaran McPhie teases the Cambria defence. 08_a04redstar06

Lochgilphead Red Star 1
Cambria 4
West of Scotland Cup – 5th Round

Cambria took the lead 
mid-way through the 
fi rst half with a quick 
counter attack. The ball 
played through, where 
the nippy number 10  
placed his shot and 
passed the outstretched 
hand of keeper Kal-
ache. This seemed to 
kick-start the home 
side who started to 
play their normal pass-
ing game. Both Mclean 
and Russell had efforts 
which were just off tar-
get.

Cambria were prov-
ing quick on the break 
and almost added a sec-
ond goal with two quick 
fi re chances, which 
were just off target.
The second half be-
gun in the same vain 
as the fi rst, with Cam-
bria dominating the 

ball. From a corner, 
the number 10 rose 
unchallenged to head 
the ball into the net 
and with this scored a 
second goal on 50 
minutes.

Star had to get the 
next goal to have any 
chance of getting back 
into the game, and this 
they did on 62 min-
utes with a corner not 
properly cleared. Weir 
played the ball back 
into the box where 
Moore managed to get 
a touch over the keep-
er’s head.

Star could have 
equalised after another 
good move – Kennedy 
shot goalward with the 
keeper palming the ball 
into the path of Moore 
who took his shot, only 
for the Cambria num-
ber fi ve to defl ect the 
ball from his hand and 
clear, with the referee 
waving play on.

Almost immediate-

ly, as Star were push-
ing players forward, 
Russell was fouled on 
the edge of the box 
but again the referee 
waved play on. With 
the home side commit-
ting players forward, 
Cambria’s number 
nine managed to beat 
the offside trap and 
coolly slot home goal 
number three. 

This seemed to knock 
the stuffi ng out the 
home team but they 
continued to press on 
and created a number 

of chances, unfortu-
nately it was not to be 
due to good goalkeep-
ing and shots off tar-
get. In the dying min-
utes the visitors added 
a fourth, which was 
cruel to the home side’s 
second half efforts.

Manager Moore said 
afterwards: ‘We didn’t 
start the gam e well and 
were a tad fortunate to 
only be one-nil down 
at half time. I thought 
our second half perfor-
mance deserved more 
and if we managed to 

grab the equaliser it 
could have been a dif-
ferent game. We are a 
very young team and 
will only learn and get 
better playing decent 
teams like Cambria.’

Red Star return to 
league action this 
weekend when they 
travel to Bishop-
briggs to take on Ross-
vale AFC, the current 
league leaders. The Ar-
gyll side will be look-
ing to avenge their 
one-nil loss earlier this 
season.

Jimmy Marshall Cup, � rst 
round-Dunoon 4, Drumchap-
el Colts 2; second round – Port 
Glasgow OBU 0, Oban Saints 
6; Inverclyde v Campbeltown 
Pupils, postponed; Division 
2B-Claremont 4, Tarbert 1. 
 � is Saturday’s � xtures: Pre-
mier Division – Campbeltown 
Pupils no game; Oban Saints 
v Ferguslie Star; Premier Divi-
sion 1-Alba � istle v Dunoon; 
Premier Division 2A - Ross-
vale v Lochgilphead Red Star; 
Premier Division 2B - Tarbert 
v East End United. 

SAFL results
and � xtures

THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £3850
SPOT THE BALL

All you have to do
We have removed the football from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where 
you think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum 
of 10 attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1. If you wish to 
have more attempts, you must enter on separate coupons.  
The game starts with a jackpot of £250 and will increase by 
£50 per week until it is won outright.
To win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must be in the 
exact centre of the ball.
Entry will be void if crosses overlap. Prizes will be shared 
between those submitting correct entries.
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 
will be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will 
be awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 
per 10 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to reach 
"Spot the Ball" Competition, The Campbeltown Courier, 
Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll 
PA28 6AE by 4pm on Tuesday. No refunds will be given for 
entries received after the deadline. You may hand it into The 
Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown by the 
same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, 
mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as 
proof of delivery.
The company’s decision will be final on all matters relating to 
the competition and no correspondence will be entered into. 
The final decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition 
null and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make 
full refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has 
entered the competition at that time.
Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their immediate 
relatives and any persons otherwise connected with the 
competition are ineligible to enter.

I enclose £1 for 10 crosses (tick box)  The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 10, but you 
may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide 
by the rules. How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Ten crosses may be put on this coupon 
for £1. Crosses must not overlap Send to ‘Spot the Ball’ Competition, Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, 
Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6AE

LAST 
WEEK’S 
BALL 
WAS 
HERE. . .

Name ...................................................................................................................
Address ...............................................................................................................
.......................................................................... Tel No. .......................................

Please 
tape your 

£1 coin here
(if posting)

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

F Chisholm
Lanes End
Lochgilphead

L Macdonald
Tayvallich
Lochgilphead
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The under-seven girls’ winners, left to right: 
runner-up Scarlet Spears, winner Nell Hou-
ston and Charlotte Dale in third. 06_a04athletic15

Two more wins for unbeaten Red Star youths

Focus on fun at indoor athletics 
THE JOINT campus 
was jumping as Mid 
Argyll Athletic Club 
held its annual indoor 
competition in the 
games hall.

Last Sunday’s event 
was the fi rst of a series 
of local area competi-
tions being held in Ar-
gyll this winter.

There were several 
impressive perfor-
mances throughout the 
three hours of action 
and intense competi-
tion. The under-nine 
girls’ contest attracted 
an entry of 12 girls and 
resulted in Lochgilp-
head’s Jorja MacDon-
ald winning by a clear 
margin. Jorja won four 
events outright and 
also shared fi rst place 
in an exciting six-lap 
race, with Sara Bakali 

The under-seven boys’ winners, left to right: 
Luke McVicar (third), winner Ethan Kerr and 
runner-up Cameron Gilmour. 06_a04athletic14

Boys’ under-nine winner Keiran Blair from 
Tarbert on the left, with boys’ under-11 
winner Murray MacDonald and girls’ 
under-nine champion Jorja MacDonald 
from Lochgilphead. 

from Inveraray in 55.7 
seconds. Jorja won the 
three-lap race in 25.5 
seconds and also won 
the triple jump, javelin 
and speed bounce. Sara 
won the long jump and 
was second in an ex-
citing high jump con-
test won by Beth John-
stone from Tarbert who 
cleared 1.06 metres, 
only four centimetres 
below the Argyll age 
record. 

The girls’ under-seven 
age group was very 
close, with only half a 
point between cham-
pion Nell Houston 
from Ardrishaig and 
Scarlet Spears from 
Inveraray. Nell won 
the long jump, tri-
ple jump and three-
lap race, while Scar-
let won the javelin and 

speed bounce. The six-
lap race resulted in a 
dead heat between Nell 
Houston and Charlotte 
Dale from Ardrishaig, 
who was third on over-
all points.

Rose MacCallum 
from Kilmartin was the 
under-11 champion, 
thanks to success in 
the high jump and both 
the three-lap and six-
lap races. Erin Naisby 
from Inveraray won 
the javelin and triple 
jump. Other event win-
ners in this competitive 
age group were Holly 
Gilthorpe, Lochgilp-
head, in the long jump 
and Maisie Gilmour, 
from Ardrishaig, in the 
speed bounce.

Kirstin Blair from 
Crinan won a very 
competitive under-13 
age group, just one 
point ahead of Amy 
Anderson from Kilm-
ichael Glassary, with 
Eilidh Cameron from 
Inveraray third overall.

Kirstin excelled in 
the running events, 
winning the three-lap 
race in 24 seconds and 
six-lap in 51.7 and was 
placed highly in the 
other fi ve events. Amy 
won the three jumping 
events, including an 
impressive 1.25-metre 
high jump and also the 
shot putt. 

Jodie Robertson was 

the under-15 cham-
pion and Chloe Fair-
man the under-17 
winner. Chloe’s jump 
of 2.28 metres in the 
standing long jump 
was only three cen-
timetres behind the 
long-standing Argyll 
age record still held 
by Jackie Geddes from 
Ardrishaig.

The entry numbers 
in the older boys age 
groups were disap-
pointing for the organ-
isers, but there were 
several fi ne individual 
performances.

The under-15 cham-
pion, Jake Gillespie 
from Lochgilphead, 
impressed in the run-
ning events despite 
nursing an injured arm, 
recording 21.9 seconds 
for the three-lap and 

47.1 seconds for the 
six-lap event.

The three youngest 
age categories were 
better supported, and 
the entry of three 
young lads all the way 
from Tighnabruaich 
created additional in-
terest.

The mothers of the 
Tighnabruaich boys – 
Nicola and Melanie Ir-
vine – competed in the 
Argyll indoor events in 
the 1990s with much 
success. Melanie’s son 
Ethan Kerr was the 
under-seven cham-
pion, fi nishing two 
points ahead of joint 
runners-up Cameron 
Gilmour from Ardrish-
aig and Ethan’s cous-
in Luke McVicar from 
Tighnabruaich. Ethan 
won the triple jump 

while cousin Luke 
won the speed bounce. 
Cameron Gilmour ex-
celled in the running 
events, winning the 
three-lap in 27.8 sec-
onds and six-lap in 
59.9 seconds, and also 
won the standing long 
jump. Joseph Brown 
from Tarbert won the 
javelin in this age 
group.

Keiran Blair from 
Tarbert won the under-
nine contest, just 
half a point ahead of 
Roan McVicar from 
Tighnabruaich. Keiran 
won the high jump, 
triple jump and speed 
bounce, while Roan 
impressed in the run-
ning, winning both the 
three-lap in 25.6 and 
six-lap in 56.2 sec-
onds. Sam Gillespie 
from Lochgilphead 
won the javelin in the 
under-nine age group.

Murray MacDonald 
from Lochgilphead was 
an impressive winner 
in the under-11s, win-
ning fi ve out of the 
seven events. Mur-
ray won the three-lap, 

six-lap, long and tri-
ple jumps and also the 
speed bounce. Mur-
ray’s 5.74-metre jump 
in the standing triple 
jump was well clear 
of the fi eld. Callum 
Green from Ardrishaig 
was runner-up to Mur-
ray thanks to a win in 
the high jump.

Joe Anderson from 
Glassary school was 
third on overall points, 
just ahead of his trip-
let brother Sam who 
impressed with his 
15.75-metre winning 
throw in the javelin.

Logan Allan from 
Ardrishaig was the 
under-13s winner and 
Donald Ferguson from 
Kilmichael Glassary 
the under-17s winner. 

Successful athletes 
from Sunday’s compe-
tition will be invited to 
compete in the Argyll 
fi nal to be held at At-
lantis Leisure in Oban 
on Sunday March 19.

Qualifi ers for the Ar-
gyll fi nal will be ad-
vised by letter through 
the local club or their 
school.

Carla Todd from Ardrishaig has a 
crack at goal. 06_a04starkids04

TWO WINS from their fi rst two games 
have made it a good start to the year for 
Red Star 2004s.

Sunday January 15 saw the youngsters 
travel to play Helensburgh 2004s. A much 
improved home team made for a close 
game, before Red Star eased away to se-
cure a victory in the closing stages of the 
match.

For the home match last Sunday January 
22, Red Star welcomed Dumbarton Unit-
ed to Lochgilphead. A committed Dumbar-
ton United team made Red Star work hard. 

Though not at their best, the youngsters 
did enough to secure the three points, mak-
ing it 12 wins and two draws from their 14 
league games.

Lee Harris from Ardrishaig has the 
Dumbarton defence on the run. 
06_a04starkids03
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