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Ardrishaig post office 
closed as Yot Spot folds

ARDRISHAIG has 
been left high and dry 
as the village Post Of-
fi ce closes – hot on the 
heels of news that the 
Yot Spot has gone out 
of business.

The Advertiser un-
derstands that the post 
offi ce will be closed 
for a minimum of three 
weeks as efforts are 
made to restore the ser-
vice.

The post offi ce 
moved from the Key-
store in Ardrishaig 
during 2016 follow-
ing the opening of the 
Yot Spot – a new shop 
and cafe complex in 
the steamer terminal 
buildings owned by 
Scottish Canals.

This is not the fi rst 
time the post offi ce in 
Ardrishaig has been 

affected, with the Ar-
gyllshire Advertiser re-
porting on unplanned 
closures in October as 
the Yot Spot appeared 
to be struggling.

After months of spec-
ulation on its future, 
Companies House has 
listed the Yot Spot’s 
status as ‘liquidation’ 
with effect from De-
cember 2017.

Crowdfunding
Ahead of opening the 

Yot Spot, founder Mi-
chael Forbes attracted 
support from 81 peo-
ple, who raised more 
than £10,000 through 
online crowdfunding 
towards fi tting out the 
building.

A local resident, who 
wished to remain anon-
ymous, said: ‘There 
have been rumours for 
months about the sta-
tus of the Yot Spot and 

what would happen 
to the post offi ce. So 
many people rely on 
the post offi ce services, 
and for it to be shut like 
this is just atrocious.’

Councillor Dougie 
Philand said: ‘This is 
really concerning for 
the residents of Ardris-
haig, not only for the 
three weeks but the un-
certainty of the future.

‘I believe national 
government should re-
view the provision of 
such vital services, and 
assist to protect them 
in rural areas.’

Councillor Sandy 
Taylor said: ‘We 
should all be con-
cerned about this situ-
ation. The modernisa-
tion of the Post Offi ce 
network has surely led 
to the diffi culty fi nding 
alternative providers in 
Kilmartin and Ardfern, 

and now an unsustaina-
ble post offi ce business 
in Ardrishaig.’

A spokesperson for 
the Post Offi ce said: 
‘We would like to apol-
ogise for any incon-
venience caused by the 
temporary closure of 
Ardrishaig Post Offi ce.

‘Unfortunately, from 
time to time, post offi ce 
branches do temporari-
ly close for reasons be-
yond our control. The 
majority of our branch-
es are run by independ-
ent retailers and, re-
grettably, this means 
we are unable to re-

open the branch our-
selves.

‘We always want to 
maintain post offi ce 
services, and would 
like to reassure our 
customers that we are 
doing all we can to re-
store services as soon 
as possible.’

‘So many people rely on the post 
office services and for it to be
shut like this is just atrocious’

Ardrishaig Post O�  ce will be closed for a minimum of three weeks.

Beware of 
fraudsters
SCAMMERS are call-
ing people across Ar-
gyll with false threats 
of court action over 
tax. Page 3.

Controversial 
caviar
PLANS for a new cav-
iar farm at the head of 
Loch Fyne promise in-
vestment and jobs - but 
not everyone is happy. 
Page 4.

Rough time   
for A83
THERE has been a big 
reaction from read-
ers about the condition 
of the A83 trunk road. 
Page 6.

Gold star 
Daniel
A MID Argyll gold-
fi sh has won online ad-
mirers the world over 
- whether or not he’s a 
Pet Idol winner. Page 
22.
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Police � les
Domestic assault
AT 1.15AM on Tues-
day January 2, police 
offi cers attended a 
disturbance on Argyll 
Street, Lochgilphead. 

A 45-year-old wom-
an was charged with 
assault and a report 
has been submitted to 
the procurator fi scal.

Attempted
housebreaking
WITNESSES are 
being sought by 
police after a reported 
attempted break-in at a 
Tarbert industrial unit. 

Offi cers attended Ar-
gyll Window Repairs 
on Campbeltown Road 
at 10.35am on Thurs-
day January 4 fol-
lowing a report there 
had been an attempt 
to force entry into the 
property. 

Police ask anyone 
who may have seen 
or heard people in the 
area or who might 
have information at 
contact PC MacLe-
od at Lochgilphead 
Police Station on 101 
or Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 
555111.

Tarbert vandalism
Police were called to 
Oakhill, Tarbert, at 
1.42pm on Saturday 
January 6 after reports 
of vandalism to prop-
erty and a vehicle. 

Witnesses or anyone 
with information is 
asked to contact PS 
Wilson at Lochgilphe-
ad Police Station on 
101 or Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 
555111.

Failed to report
collision
On Thursday Janu-
ary 4, a vehicle was 
parked on Shore 
Street, Bowmore, 
Islay, when it was 
allegedly struck by a 
passing vehicle. 

The driver did not 
stop or report the 
collision. 

Enquires are ongoing 
to trace vehicle and 
driver. 

If you have any 
information, please 
contact PC Watt at 
Bowmore Police Sta-
tion on 101 or Crime-
stoppers anonymously 
on 0800 555111.

‘Last chance’ for Lochgilphead man
WHEN an Argyll and 
Bute Council em-
ployee issued a park-
ing ticket on George 
Street, Oban, he was 
met with a barrage of 
abuse, some of it ra-
cial.

Racially abusing
Sheriff Patrick 

Hughes, sitting at Oban 
Sheriff Court, was told 
that a body-cam worn 
by the worker captured 
David Macdonald For-

rest racially abusing 
him and telling him to 
‘get a real job’.

When Forrest said 
his girlfriend had only 
parked the car there for 
minutes, the council 
employee tried to ex-
plain, but Forrest start-
ed to shout and swear 
at him.

Forrest, 33, of 7 Ross 
Crescent, Lochgilphe-
ad, admitted acting in 
a racially aggressive 

manner on July 29 
last year by shouting, 
swearing and uttering 
racist comments.

Depressed
In Forrest’s defence, 

it was said he had been 
depressed since losing 
his job as a fi sherman 
and had been suffer-
ing from alcoholism, 
a problem he was now 
addressing, and that he 
took full responsibility 
for his actions and did 

not know why he said 
the things he did.

Sheriff Hughes had 
previously called for 
reports on Forrest and 
sentenced him to a 
community payback 
order with 150 hours 
of unpaid work to be 
completed within nine 
months and a super-
visory order for 12 
months, during which 
time he was to under 
take treatment for alco-
holism.

‘This is a disgraceful 
way to behave,’ said 
the sheriff and, refer-
ring to Forrest’s previ-
ous convictions, add-
ed: ‘This is your last 
chance.’

The sheriff ordered 
Forrest to return to 
court in three months 
for a review of the or-
der.

Dad dies in New
Year’s day quad
bike accident

Paul Thomson. 

A 42-YEAR-old man died after a 
New Year’s Day accident involv-
ing a quad bike outside Oban.

The man, named as father-of-two 
Paul Thomson, was discovered by 
a member of the public 600 yards 
from the A816 to Lochgilphead on 

Lerags Road shortly after 9pm on 
New Year’s Day.

The road was closed to allow a 
crash investigation to be conduct-
ed. 

No other vehicles are thought to 
have been involved.

A report has been sent to the 
procurator fi scal.

Police ask anyone who witnessed 
the incident or has relevant infor-
mation to contact PC Barber at 
Oban Police offi ce using the 101 
telephone number.

PUBLIC PLANNING MEETING
on 17th January 2018

at 10.30am in Victoria Hall, Campbeltown
Please attend and demonstrate your 

opposition to Marine Harvest’s plans to build
 over designated countryside.

Uisaed Bay is too precious to lose
Save the Gauldrons Facebook page,

 for more information.

HELP 
PROTECT 
KINTYRE’S 
COAST
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Arrochar 
works to 
improve 
‘disgraceful’ 
road surface
CONTRACTORS will 
start work later this 
month to improve the 
A83 road surface near 
Arrochar.

A fi ve-day project 
will start on Monday 
January 22 to resurface 
the Succoth stretch of 
the trunk road road de-
scribed by Argyllshire 
Advertiser readers as 
‘a disgrace’ - see page 
six of this edition for 
more.

A 400m section of 
road will be resurfaced 
in the £60,000 scheme. 
Work will be carried 
out between 7am and 
7pm each day. 

For safety reasons, a 
10mph convoy system 
with temporary traffi c 
lights will be in place 
during the work.

Upgrade
Eddie Ross, of trunk 

road management fi rm 
BEAR Scotland, said: 
‘These essential resur-
facing works will up-
grade the existing road 
surface, greatly im-
proving quality and 
safety for road users.

‘The traffi c manage-
ment arrangements are 
necessary due to the 
restricted width of the 
road at this location but 
our teams will do all 
they can to keep dis-
ruption to a minimum.

Our top ten most 
read online
stories of 2017
THE ARGYLLSHIRE 
Advertiser website 
has been upgraded - 
and it is well worth 
a look if you haven’t 
been there for a while.

Keep an eye on the 
website for breaking 
news stories - seven 
days a week.

Looking back on 
2017, here are the top 
ten most read online 
news stories of the 
year:

1. Two arrested after 
Lochgilphead knife 
assault - September 
14

2. Mystery Tarbert 
chemical scare trig-
gers major response - 
August 24

3. Police appeal af-
ter Arrochar hit-and-

A READER from In-
veraray contacted the 
Advertiser to warn 
others after receiving 
a scam phone call on 
January 8.

The lady, a pen-
sioner, said: ‘I had a 
phone call purporting 
to come from the in-
come tax people saying 
they were taking me to 
court and to press ‘one’ 
on my phone to talk to 
my case manager.

At that point she 
dropped the phone by 
mistake, but it cut off 
the call, before calling 
Her Majesty’s Revenue 
and Customs (HMRC), 

Phone tax scammers 
target Inveraray

where she was told the 
call was a scam.

The HMRC website 
advises: ‘The bogus 
call may state HMRC 
is fi ling a lawsuit 
against you and that 
you must make an im-
mediate payment. This 
scam has been widely 
reported and appears 
to be targeting elderly 
and vulnerable people. 
If you can’t verify the 
identity of the caller, 
don’t liaise with them 
and forward details 
such as date, time of 
call and the telephone 
number used to phish-
ing@hmrc.gsi.gov.uk.’

The second most popular story of the year involved a suspected chemical 
contamination in Tarbert sorting o�  ce - which sparked a major response 
by the emergency services. 06_a34Tarbresponse14

run - November 25
4. Major loch search 

after man reported 
missing - March 10

5. Body found in 
search for Lochgilphe-
ad woman - June 17

6. What a night as In-

veraray’s march goes 
on - August 30

7. Minister ‘expects 
progress’ as Stro-
ne Point scheme gets 
green light - Novem-
ber 29

8. Shock at death of 

popular Mid Argyll 
farmer - October 21

9. Ophelia kicks up a 
storm in Mid Argyll - 
October 18

10. New appeal in 
search for Mid Argyll 
man - March 13

CHILDREN who turn fi ve between March 1 
2018 and February 28 2019 should be registered 
for primary school during the week beginning 
Monday January 15. 

Parents should take their children to their local 
primary school to register during that week be-
tween 10am and 3pm. 

If the child is not receiving pre-school edu-
cation in Argyll and Bute, their birth certifi cate 
should also be taken along. Further information 
can be found on the Argyll and Bute Council 
website or call 01369 704000.

Register children for school

FRIDAY 12th—Thu 18th JANUARY 

 
 

  Vehicle Hire and Sales

Burnbank Street, Campbeltown Argyll, PA28 6JD
Tel: (01586) 554480 Fax: 01586 551414

Email: enquiries@kintyrehire.com    www.kintyrehire.com

Lease a new Renault 
master MWB from £325 
per month with full 
maintenance included 

Lease a new Renault 
traffic for SWB from 
£275 per month with 
full maintenance 
included

JANUARY SALE 
AD-BLUE top up £1.50 per litre 
Services available on new and used 
cars and light commercials 
Service and MOT from £199 plus 
free courtesy car while your car is in

FREE 
WINTER 
CHECK  
Come in and get a free 
winter check on your 
car or van

We can source over a 1000 new or used cars at competitive prices 
and with finance available.

Terms and conditions apply and prices excluding vat 

Rotary Club of Campbeltown
YOUNG MUSICIAN OF THE YEAR

� e Norman and Phyllis Milne Fund 
will award a trophy and £200 to the most 

promising young musician of the year 2017.
Applications by letter or nomination form to ‘Young 

Musician’ are invited from young musicians in secondary 
school age, resident in South Kintyre or from other persons  

on their behalf, stating name, address, date of birth, 
telephone  number and musical experience, with a short 

outline of why they should be nominated.
Nomination forms are available at Keith’s Newsagents,

Main Street, Campbeltown.
Letters and nominations forms for the award 

should be sent in con� dence to: 
� e Secretary, Rotary Club of Campbeltown,
Argyll Arms Hotel, Campbeltown, PA28 6AB

Marking the envelope “Young Musician of the Year”
Entries to be received by � ursday 25th January 2018.

CITIZEN OF THE YEAR
Nominations are invited for the recognition 

of good citizenship in Kintyre.

If you feel someone has given outstanding 
service to the community in 2017, 

put their names forward to 
Rotary Club of Campbeltown

Nomination forms are available at 
Keith’s Newsagents, Main Street, Campbeltown 
Letters and nominations forms for this award 

should be sent in confidence to: 
The Secretary

Rotary Club of Campbeltown
Argyll Arms Hotel

Campbeltown. PA28 6AB
Entries to be received by 15th February 2018.

OSPREY
by

John MacFarlane
@KOBO.COM

Book One
CARRADALE

Suitable for 
twelve to one 

hundred and twelve 
years of age.
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AMBITIOUS plans to 
create Scotland’s fi rst 
caviar farm at the head 
of Loch Fyne are at-
tracting controversy.

The Fynest Caviar 
Company, based in Ed-
inburgh, hopes to be on 
site at Clachan, Cairn-
dow, by this spring –
provided its planning 
application is approved 
by Argyll and Bute 
Council.

An application for 
permission in princi-
ple was submitted in 
November to the local 
authority for the 'erec-
tion of a closed con-
tainment aquaculture 
facility for the produc-
tion of sturgeon'.

One of three directors 
in the limited compa-
ny, Edinburgh account-

£4m Loch Fyne caviar 
farm plan draws protest

The high-value delicacy of caviar could be 
produced on Loch Fyne. 

Part of the proposed site, close to the River 
Fyne, with existing buildings in the foreground 
that would be cleared for the caviar farm. 
06_a02LochFyneCaviar02

ant Fraser Niven, said 
£4 million would be 
invested in the new en-
terprise.

He explained: ‘The 
initial investment will 
be on the infrastructure 
and stock, which is be-
ing bought from sus-
tainable sources. The 
business is a long-term 
enterprise as we nur-
ture the fi sh until they 
are in a position to pro-
vide their high quality 
produce.

‘We reviewed oth-
er locations across the 
UK and consider the 
chosen site in Argyll 
to have an impressive 
number of benefi ts in-
cluding the water, the 
local expertise and the 
market’s high regard 
for the quality seafood 
produced in the area.’

But the scheme has 

initial phase of the pro-
ject, with potential for 
more.

There are still a num-
ber of hoops to be ne-
gotiated, however, be-
fore the project can be 
approved. Statutory 
consultees, including 
Marine Scotland, will 
need to be satisfi ed.

Just before Christ-
mas, the govern-
ment agency asked 
for further details of 
the scheme and ad-
vised The Fynest Cav-
iar Company to engage 
with the Scottish Gov-
ernment’s Fish Health 
Inspectorate for neces-
sary authorisation.

Loch Fyne’s reputation for seafood was one of the attractions of the site 
at the beautiful head of the loch. 06_a02LochFyneCaviar01

drawn criticism from 
an animal rights group 
and Marilyn Shedden 
of Muasdale. Ms Shed-
den, a columnist with 
the Argyllshire Adver-
tiser, submitted a letter 
to the council in which 

she urged offi cers to 
reject the application, 
writing: ‘I strongly ob-
ject to what amounts to 
the total unadulterated 
cruelty to these fi sh.

‘This project, if 
pushed through, would 
be barbaric and would 
dehumanise us all.’

Campaign group 
PETA has meanwhile 
sent a petition with 
more than 5,000 sig-
natures from mem-
bers of the public urg-
ing the council to reject 
the plan.

PETA claims that in 
addition to causing 
cruelty to fi sh, a farm 

of this kind could re-
sult in increased traf-
fi c from goods vehicles 
and the obstruction of 
scenic views. It also 
claims environmen-
tal pollutants such as 
ammonia from the site 
could have a detrimen-
tal impact on wildlife.

PETA director Elisa 
Allen said: ‘PETA is 
calling for the propos-
al to be rejected, spar-
ing sturgeons immense 
suffering.’

Fraser Niven re-
sponded: ‘In order to 
provide the fi nest prod-
uct for our customers, 
we understand we will 

need to provide the fi n-
est facilities for our 
fi sh. One of the reasons 
for the signifi cant lev-
el of investment is our 
desire to provide the 
optimum environment 
in which the fi sh can 
develop.

‘The company has 
assembled a well-re-
spected and experi-
enced team to assist in 
the set up and running 
of the business. Their 
reputation and knowl-
edge will ensure best 
practice is established 
and maintained.’

Mr Niven added that 
seven full-time jobs 
will be created in the 

worth 

£35.85

3 FREE 
Large Scottish Field Calendars 

with every new 1 Year online subscriptionwith every new 1 Year online subscriptionwith every new 1 Year online subscription

worth 

£35
worth 

£35

Subscribe at www.argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk/subscriptions 
and use code SUBOFFERSF

• Save £39 on a subscription
• Behind the paywall access to argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk*

• Delivery of weekly “page fl ipper” copy of The Argyllshire Advertiser*

• Delivered fi rst thing Friday - no waiting
Limited numbers, whilst stocks last. Calendars sent to one UK address.
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Send 
your photos 
and stories to 
editor@argyllshire
advertiser.co.uk

Kilmartin Museum 
secures further 
council funding
ARGYLL and Bute 
Council has awarded 
Kilmartin Museum’s 
re-development project 
£400,000.

Following the muse-
um’s submission of a 
Heritage Lottery Fund 
stage two application 
last month, more fund-
ing has become availa-
ble from different ave-
nues.

A musuem spokes-
person said: ‘Museum 
Galleries Scotland has  
generously awarded 
£40,000 which is spe-
cifi cally to progress the 
exhibition design of 
the re-developed mu-
seum to the next stage.

‘An offer of a grant 
of £75,000 has been re-
ceived from the Foy-
le Foundation towards 
the re-development 
project and together 

Filmed 
specially for 

the Screen 
Machine, the 

Rocket Post 
is a true story 

based in the 
Western Isles.
 Photograph: National 

Theatre Scotland.

Screen machine 
comes to town these three grants will 

contribute towards the 
£6.7 million total.’

Gin tasting
The project team is 

organising a gin tast-
ing night with Kintyre 
Gin on Friday January 
26 at the Stag Hotel, 
Lochgilphead, in aid 
of the re-development 
project.

Tickets
Tickets for the gin 

tasting are £15 and can 
be booked by emailing 
ruth@kilmartin.org.

SCOTLAND’S mobile 
cinema has arrived in 
Lochgilphead.

The Screen Machine 
kicked off a three-day 
visit to the Resource 
Centre, Lochgilphead, 
last night, Thursday 
January 11. 

It will remain in the 
town until Saturday.

The cinema will host 
screenings of Padding-
ton 2 and Murder on 
the Orient Express to-
night, Friday Janu-
ary 12, and will show 
Rocket Post: A Na-
tional Theatre of Scot-
land Show, Call Me By 
Your Name and The 
Death of Stalin tomor-
row, Saturday January 
13.

To buy tickets or fi nd 
out more about the 
screen machine, go to 
www.screenmachine.
co.uk.

New and Pre-Reg Renaults 
ready for immediate delivery

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE TO VIEW A MORE 
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF VEHICLES ON OFFER
Any of our pre registered or used stock can now be 
viewed in or around Campbeltown
Call for an appointment to view.

Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street.  Tel: 01499 302150 Fax: 01499 302281
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park.  Tel: 01546 606767 Fax: 01546 606272
Car & Van Hire from both branches.

FIND US FIND US

RENAULT

CLIO

SCENIC

DACIA DUSTER

DACIA STEPWAY

Intriguing and seductive, the New Renault CLIO

The look of a crossover, the practicality of an MPV. 

Dacia Duster still the cheapest SUV on sale

Dacia Stepway SUV style. Supermini Costs.

These are just a small selection of 
cars currently in our showrooms

IMAGE SHOWN *ALL NEW RENAULT MEGANE

USED CARS

17 Dacia Duster, Prestige, 4x4 TCe, Blue, 80 Miles ............................... £15,250
17 Renault Captur, 1.5 Ci DYN, Oyster grey over black, 1500  Miles..... £13,850
66 Renault Clio, DYN NAV TCe, Silver, 7000 Miles ................................ £10,550
66 Renault Clio, 1.2 Dynamic, NAV, White, 11,000 miles........................ £9650
15 Renault Scenic XMod DCi, White, 26,000 Miles .............................. £11,450
15 Renault Clio Dyn 1.2 Nav. Grey, 18,000 Miles ................................... £7,950
14 Renault Scenic DYN, 1.5 DCi, T/T, Black, 16,500 Miles .................... £10,950
14 Dacia Duster Laureate 4x4, Blue, 68,000 Miles ................................ £7,250
14 Nissan Note 1.2 Accenta Premium, 5Dr, Blue, 9,000 Miles ............... £8,950
14 Nissan Micra 1.2 Visia, White, 16,000 Miles ..................................... £5,950
64 Nissan Qashqui, Teken DCi, 21,000 Miles ....................................... £14,950
64 Nissan Pulsar, Accenta Red, 5Dr, H/B, 13,000 Miles ........................... £8550
63 Dacia Logan Est, DCi Lau, Red, 15,00 Miles ...................................... £6,250

COMMERCIALS

66 Renault Kangoo, White,  LWB, 11,000 Miles ........................... £8,500+VAT
14 Renault Kangoo Van 67,000 miles. White ............................ £5,500 inc VAT
63 Renault tra�  c, LL29, DCi, White, 10200 Miles ........................ £8,500+VAT

LOWER PRICE VEHICLES

60 Peugeot 207 HDi 1.4     10 Peugeot 207 Verve 1.4              09 Fiat Panda
08 Peugeot 206S 1.2     07 Vauxhall Astra 1.4                      07 Ford Fiesta
06 Toyota Yaris T3
Low deposit and � nance options available
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Argyllshire Advertiser,
44 Argyll Street,
Lochgilphead,
PA31 8NB
Phone: 01546 602345
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Reporter
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Press policy THE EDITOR welcomes letters for publication on this page. 
The Editor reserves the right to shorten, amend or to refuse 
to print them. Names and addresses MUST be supplied to 
indicate good faith, although these details can be withheld 
from publication. Telephone numbers, if available, should 
also be included. Anonymous letters will not be considered. 

Please write to: Letters, The Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll 
Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8NB. Fax: (01546) 
602661. Email editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk
Emailed letters can only be considered if they have a name, 
full address and phone number.

At The Argyllshire Advertiser, we endeavour to ensure 
all our reports are fair and accurate and comply with the 
Editors’ Code of Practice set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). We realise, however, 
that mistakes happen from time to time. If you think we 
have made a significant mistake and you wish to discuss 
this with us, please let us know as soon as possible by 
any of the three methods: emailing editor@argyllshire
advertiser.co.uk; telephoning the chief reporter on 01546 

602345 or write to the Group Editor at Wyvex Media, Cran-
nog Lane, Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will try to resolve your issue in a timeous, reasonable 
and amicable manner. However, if you are unsatisfied with 
our response, you can contact IPSO, which will investigate 
the matter. You can call IPSO on 0300 123 2220 or email in-
quiries@ipso.co.uk. IPSO is an independent body that deals 
with complaints from the public about the editorial content of 
newspapers. We will abide by the decision of IPSO.

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

The condition of the A83 trunk road
THE ARGYLLSHIRE Advertiser ran 
a front page story in last week’s edition 
(January 5) on growing concerns about 
the crumbling condition of the A83 and 

BEAR Scotland’s plans to address the 
problem.

The online reaction has been remark-
able, with almost 19,000 people to date 

viewing the story via the Argyllshire Ad-
vertiser Facebook page and plenty of 
comment left on the page.

Below are a selection of comments:

Duncan Black: ‘The 
problem being they go for 
the cheapest option every 
time which never lasts. 
The stretch between Arro-
char and Tarbet they resur-
faced a while back. How 
long did it take for the 
drains to sink? A week?

‘The stretch at Strone 
Point that’s destroyed –
didn’t they resurface that 
last year? And look at it 
now. Furnace bends, its 
been a state all year, and 
only now when its almost 
impassable they are go-
ing to ‘patch’ it. I’ve noth-
ing against the lads on the 
ground, they do a thank-
less job. It’s the staff sat 
in the offi ce my gripe is 
with.’

Simon Taylor: ‘I trav-
elled back from Glasgow 
today and the roads were 
in a disgraceful state. The 
vast amount of potholes 
made for dangerous driv-
ing conditions. Not sure 
what my road tax is being 
used for. Certainly not the 
Mid Argyll roads!’

Brian MacLennan: 
‘Perhaps if they repaired 
them properly fi rst time, 
they (and we) wouldn’t be 
left with this problem. The 
repairs done near Strone 
Point in 2016 were ridic-
ulous.

Instead of complete-
ly resurfacing a one mile 
stretch of road, they chose 
to only do the worst sec-
tions. It’s no surprise that 
a year later, the parts that 
were not done are now in a 
dangerous state.

They can blame the 
weather and availability of 
materials all they want but 
if they did the job properly 
the fi rst time out, everyone 
would be much better off.’

Jane Gallagher: ‘What 

The potholed A83 road surface through Lochgilphead, as 
photographed by Councillor Douglas Philand. 

about the state of the road 
between the [Lochgilphe-
ad] bus stop and the bot-
tom roundabout. That’s 
wild!’

Iris Marhencke: ‘One 
needs to repair, not patch. 
The Furnace bends are ter-
ribly dangerous, as one 
fi nds oneself on the wrong 
side of the road to avoid 
potholes which when it 
has been raining look like 
harmless puddles – a total-
ly dangerous set up.’

Donald Bowness: ‘Sums 
it up when bear are repair-
ing the potholes at Ardris-
haig bridge with cold tar 
and their workboots.’

David Philips: ‘For 
these big companies to 
make money and stay in 
profi t they need to let the 
road get bad and apply 
for a big scheme from the 
government. 

They just can’t apply for 
money for one pothole as 
they won’t make anything. 
It’s the same with street 
lighting and anything these 
private companies are in-
volved with. I just feel sor-
ry for the workers, as they 
take it off everyone and is 
nothing to do with them.’

Craig Martin: ‘Petition 
is required to the SNP or 
higher up the food chain. 
Think I’ll go on the bus 
next time and save my 
tyres!’

Willie Robertson: ‘I’ve 
only one thing to add for 
consideration – timber 
wagons.’

Scott Staff: ‘Resurface 
damaged areas instead of 
patching them up, which 
only lasts a couple of 
months.’

Ami Harris: ‘I was at 
Glasgow yesterday and the 
road is an absolute joke. 
On my journey home the 
Furnace corners have been 
‘fi lled in’.

This will only last what a 
month or so before it’s bro-
ken up and opens up the 
potholes again.’

Margaretanne Green: 
‘The road is a disgrace. 
Damage was done to my 
alloys and I got a burst tyre. 
Phoned BEAR Scotland, 
and they said I would re-
ceive a claim pack - still 
waiting.

Time something was done 
before someone is serious-

ly hurt with state of road.’
Kat Drummond: 

‘Transerv did a far better 
job, but the contract was 
given back to BEAR, so 
back to square one.’

Stephen Lovie: ‘They 
were fi lling a few holes 
today, but given the rain 
it wouldn’t surprise me if 
they appeared again.’

Isabel Macleod: ‘A 
disgrace in this day and 
age.’

An open letter 
to Scotland’s 
transport 
minister, Humza 
Yousaf MSP
Dear minister,
I am writing to you as a 
matter of urgency regard-
ing the state of the A83 
from Tarbert in Argyll to 
Tarbert at Loch Lomond.

There are a number of se-
riously large potholes in 
which cars are now swerv-
ing in the road to avoid.

Some of the holes have 
been fi lled with soft tar but 
this lasts a couple of days. 
It really needs a permanent 
and urgent solution to fi x 
this before someone is se-
riously hurt. I have includ-
ed photos of the potholes 
in the main town of Loch-
gilphead to illustrate the 
size, and believe me the 
stretch I have mentioned is 
also showing holes of such 
magnitude.

If this was the state of the 
road between Glasgow and 
Edinburgh on the M8 the 
potholes would be instant-
ly fi xed because they are 
so dangerous. My ques-
tion is why are we in Argyll 
yet again being treated dif-
ferently. I do hope you can 
assist us in Argyll before 
someone is seriously hurt 
or even worse consequenc-
es. I look forward to hear-
ing from you.

Councillor Douglas Phi-
land.

Looking to future
JUST a couple of years af-
ter it opened with great 
promise, it is a shame to see 
the Yot Spot go under.

With it, of course, goes 
Ardrishaig post offi ce - at 
least temporarily.

Scottish Canals will be 
working to fi nd a replace-
ment tenant and we hope to 
bring news of this in time. 

There are big plans for 
Ardrishaig pier, so let’s 
hope the future holds great-
er success.

Trunk road cash 
WORK has been going on 
to resurface the A83 at Dal-
chenna and we hear the 
Succoth stretch at Arro-
char is to be improved lat-
er this month. But the Scot-
tish Government needs to 
part with some real cash to 
improve this major arteri-
al road.

Red stars
TWO LOCHGILPHEAD 
stars are shining bright.

Lochgilphead Red Star 
Football Club are fl ying 
high in the league and we 
wish them well for the rest 
of the season.

And Daniel the Goldfi sh 
has turned out to be a real 
superstar with his online 
Pet Idol exploits. For a fi sh, 
he sure gets around.
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School gathers cash 
for Christmas lunch
By Lorne MacFarlane

LOCHGILPHEAD High 
School’s annual Christmas 
assembly on December 
21 focused on giving dur-
ing the festive period, with 
performances from a num-
ber of students and pres-
entations from Lynda Syed 
and Reverend David Carru-
thers.

Isabel Hamilton from the 
school hosted a presenta-
tion on ‘giving’ and a num-
ber of different traditions.

Fitting the assembly’s 

theme, a cheque for £313 
was presented to Gill Hut-
ton on behalf of the Mid 
Argyll Community Christ-
mas gathering, where a 
Christmas meal is served to 
those who fi nd themselves 
alone during the festive pe-
riod.

Food bank
The money was raised at 

the school’s Christmas mar-
ket at the beginning of De-
cember, with teacher Fio-
na McBride accompanying 
pupils to the Co-op to buy  

food that was then donated 
to the food bank.

Reverend Carruthers con-
cluded the assembly by 
highlighting the important 
role the Mid Argyll Christ-
mas gathering has within 
the community.

Lochgilphead High 
School, Reverend Carru-
thers and Mid Argyll Com-
munity Christmas Gath-
ering thank everyone  
involved on Christmas Day 
who hleped make the meal 
a success.

Help prevent 
the spread of 
flu this winter
NHS HIGHLAND is 
asking members of the 
public who have had 
fl u or respiratory-like 
symptoms to stay away 
from hospital to avoid 
spread among patients.

To reduce the risk of 
spreading fl u:

 Hands should be 
washed with warm wa-
ter and soap

 Tissues  should be 
used when you cough 
or sneeze. Bin used tis-
sues as quickly as pos-
sible.

For additional infor-
mation visit the nhs.uk 
website.

Volunteer Gill Hutton, left, was delighted to receive the 
cheque on behalf of the community gathering.  08_a2TSIcheque

Our new Access to HN Busi-
ness, Administration and IT will 
prepare you for study in Busi-
ness or Administration and IT 
at HNC level, and is ideal if you  
don’t currently have the mini-
mum entry requirements for 
these courses. 

You’ll learn lots of useful skills 
and we guarantee to inter-
view you for one of these pro-
grammes if you complete the 
course successfully.

With the Scottish govern-
ment’s commitment to in-
creasing free childcare to 1,140 
annual hours by 2020, there’s 
never been a better time to 

think about a career in the 
childcare sector, as this increas-
ing entitlement will require a 
substantially larger workforce. 

Our range of SVQs in Social 
Services Children and Young 
People will give you practical 
experience in working with 
children and young people as 
well as a nationally recognised 
quali� cation. You’ll attend col-
lege for two days a week and 
spend the rest of time in a work 
placement, where you can put 
your new skills into practice. 

Our Maritime Skills course 
combines SQA and RYA/MCA 
certi� cation so you’ll receive a 

comprehensive introduction 
to the maritime industries, as 
well as gaining internationally 
recognised certi� cates.

The NPA Construction will 
introduce you to a range of 
trades including, bricklaying, 
painting and decorating, car-
pentry and joinery, plumbing, 
plasterwork and roof tiling.

We also have a range of 
evening classes including cre-
ative writing, crochet, ceram-
ics and welding. Visit our web-
site or call us to � nd out what’s 
available and make 2018 the 
year you learn, achieve and ad-
vance.

New Year New You!
New Year is often a time when people start to consider what they hope 
to get out of life and start to make plans for the year ahead.  Argyll 
College UHI has a range of short, full-time courses starting at the end 
of January that can be a great � rst step into education and will get you 
started on the right track.

ADVERTORIAL

APPLY NOW FOR OUR 
COURSES STARTING 

IN JANUARY

Call us, visit our website or come 
down to your local centre to speak 

to our friendly staff and find out how 
we can help you to learn, achieve 
and advance towards your future.

www.argyllcollege.ac.uk
01546 600 070

Lochgilphead Centre

Lorne Street, 

Lochgilphead PA31 8LU

CERC

Kilmory Ind. Estate

Lochgilphead PA31 8SH
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Argyll students show their caring side
ARGYLL College 
students were work-
ing harder than San-
ta’s elves during De-
cember, collecting and 
wrapping around 500 
Christmas gifts to be 
distributed to elderly 
members of the com-
munity.

The seasonal pro-
ject was in support of 

Mid Argyll says ‘aye’ tae a 
New Year pie
L O C H G I L P H E A D 
butchers HD Fergu-
son and Son played a 
big part in bringing in 
the New Year, and no 
‘mi’steak’.

For many people, 

Pastry cases are � lled before a fresh batch of pies 
goes into the oven. a01_FergusonSteakPies03

Steak pie aroma � lls the room as Wallace bakes just some of the 1,000-plus 
pies made for Hogmanay. a01_FergusonSteakPies02

New Year simply 
wouldn’t be New Year 
without a steak pie and 
staff at Fergusons were 
happy to oblige.

Butcher Wallace 
Simpson and col-
leagues were hard at 
work in the days run-

ning up to Hogmanay 
preparing delicious 
pies to meet the sea-
sonal surge in orders.

He told the Ar-
gyllshire Advertiser: 
‘I reckon we’ll make 
more than 1,000 steak 
pies for sale in Loch-
gilphead, in our Tar-
bert shop and with a 

couple of hundred go-
ing down to Campbel-
town.’

He explained the pro-
cess: ‘The steak, all 
Scotch beef, comes in 
and gets cut up in our 
Lochgilphead shop. 
It gets seasoned and 
cooked slowly over-
night so that it’s tender, 

then we add our special 
gravy. The pastry is 
bought in pre-shaped.

‘We fi ll the cases of 
different sizes with our 
steak and gravy and 
bake them to that love-
ly golden colour.’

The process is strictly 
controlled, with tem-

peratures checked at 
every stage. And, on 
a cold winter’s day, 
the temperature in the 
oven room has its ad-
vantages.

‘Aye, it’s hard work 
but there’s worse jobs 
on a cold day,’ joked 
Wallace.

And producing warm-
ing steak pies to see in 
2018 around Mid Ar-
gyll and Kintyre was a 
worthwhile end result.  
Summing it up, Wal-
lace said: ‘What could 
be better than a steak 
pie at New Year, or any 
other time?’

Hannah Hutchison 
with some of the Islay 
donations. 

the Campaign to End 
Loneliness and stu-
dents, staff and mem-
bers of the public left 
donations of non-per-
ishable food and drink, 
books, toiletries and  
small gifts at Argyll 
College centres in the 
run up to Christmas.

The students wanted 
to fi nd a way to show 
appreciation for older 
generations who have 
contributed to society 
and may now be with-
out family during the 
festive period.

Local businesses 
were extremely sup-
portive, with donations 
of gifts from Purdies of 
Oban, Labels Coffee 
Shop in Ballygrant, Is-

lay, and Taynuilt-based 
Sequence Ladies 
Choir. Tesco and the 
Co-op also supported 
the students by setting 
up drop-off points in 
stores in Oban and Is-
lay.

Word of the students’ 
activities spread as far 
as Dumfries and when 
Hilda McAdam heard 
about the campaign 
she sent a selection 
of hand-knitted hats, 
gloves and scarves.

With hundreds of 
gifts to be distribut-
ed throughout Argyll, 
childhood practice tu-
tor Kerry McGeachy 
said: ‘The support has 
been outstanding and 
we are truly humbled 

by the generosity of 
staff, students and the 
wider community.’

Kerry’s fellow tutor 
and curriculum lead 
for care and child-
care Kyla Steele said: 
‘The activity links with 
many of the themes in 

a number of courses 
in the care sector and 
the students have tak-
en this on wholeheart-
edly.’

Social services tu-
tor Allan MacDougall 
co-ordinated gift distri-
bution with numerous 
organisations across 
the region. ‘All the lo-
cal care organisations 
have been so enthu-
siastic about the pro-
ject and so supportive, 
which is great,’ said 
Allan, ‘especially at a 
time of the year when 
they are incredibly 
busy and had so much 
to contend with. The 
staff involved went the 
extra mile to make this 
possible.’

JOGSCOTLAND
Monday 15th January

Meet upstairs at 
Aqualibrium

at 6.15pm
10 week block

Come & kick start 
your new year with 

friendly support. 

Dalriada Accordion
& Fiddle Club

welcomes

Leonard Brown
Tuesday 16th January

The Argyll Inn
Lochgilphead

7.30pm
All welcome

£5 entry, players free

SOUTHEND BURNS SUPPER
Friday 26th January 2018

Argyll Arms Hotel, Campbeltown
7.30pm for 8.00pm

Tickets available from David (830223), Robert 
(830251), Willie (830601), Malcolm (830655), 

Donnie (830236) or Peter (830602).
Immortal Memory by David Barbour.
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Michael applies science 
to animal welfare
AN EDINBURGH-based 
scientist with Scotland’s Ru-
ral College has been appoint-
ed a trustee of a vet-led ani-
mal welfare charity.

Michael Appleby OBE will 
join the board of Animal 
Welfare Foundation, which 
funds research, supports vet-
erinary education, provides 
pet care advice and encour-
ages debate on animal wel-
fare issues.

The charity is supported by 
the British Veterinary Asso-
ciation.

As a scientist specialising 
in farm animal behaviour, 
welfare and husbandry, Mi-
chael has lectured in over 30 

countries and written several 
books on animal welfare.

His research has contribut-
ed to EU legislation on hous-
ing of laying hens and preg-
nant sows. In addition to 
being scientifi c adviser to the 
Humane Society of the Unit-
ed States and World Animal 
Protection, he also helped to 
establish the infl uential Edin-
burgh MSc in Applied Ani-
mal Behaviour and Animal 
Welfare.

He is a visiting professor 
at Plymouth University and 
Scotland’s Rural College, 
and Honorary Fellow of Ed-
inburgh University and the 
International Society for Ap-

plied Ethology. Earlier this 
year, he was awarded an 
OBE for services to animal 
welfare.

‘After a career involved 
with the science and practice 
of animal welfare, I shall val-
ue the opportunity to contrib-
ute to the work of the Animal 
Welfare Foundation,’ said 
Michael.

‘I believe that communi-
cation and collaboration be-
tween veterinary profession-
als and other animal welfare 
scientists is essential for the 
future of animal welfare, in 
the context of other priorities 
including sustainability and 
development. 

‘I hope to foster such col-
laboration.’

AWF chair of trustees Chris 
Laurence said: ‘I am delight-
ed to welcome Michael to 
the AWF board. As a vet-
led charity, AWF is uniquely 
poised to offer a fi rst-hand in-
sight into the animal welfare 
challenges facing farm ani-
mals, pets and wild animals, 
and Michael brings with him 
a wealth of knowledge and 
expertise to suggest possi-
ble solutions to these and to 
help to help drive the chari-
ty’s mission to improve the 
welfare of animals through 
veterinary science, education 
and debate.’

Get Brexit help with a 
new digital farm guide

Farming facts and � gures for 40 years. 

Michael Appleby. 

Test your ability to tell the sheep from the goats at this year’s North 
Argyll Young Farmers’ Club stockjudging competition. The fun event 
will be held at Oban Auction Mart on Friday January 26, starting at 7pm. 
There will be local stock on show, with food and a bar.

IT HAS been the bane 
of many an agricultur-
al student’s life, and 
an invaluable tool to 
farmers for decades.

Now, after almost 40 
years of keeping the 
agricultural industry 
up to date with the lat-
est data on crops, live-
stock and fi nances, 
the latest edition of 
the Farm Management 
Handbook has gone 
digital.

With support from 
the Scottish Govern-
ment and the Euro-
pean Union as part of 
the SRDP Farm Advi-
sory Service, the on-
line version is free to 
download, widening 
access to its contents at 
a time when uncertain-
ty around Brexit is rife.

Produced by SAC 
Consulting, part of 
Scotland’s Rural Col-
lege, the 38th edition 
of the book is also 
available in print for-
mat – ideal for keep-
ing a copy in the farm 

offi ce or  the tractor. 
In response to current 
needs, the new hand-
book contains addi-
tional information, in-
cluding:

•  Grassland and 
forage costs
• Land tenure and land
reform
•  New entrants
• Diversifi cation
SAC Consulting has 

also added a new sec-
tion for crofters and 
small farmers to pro-
vide enterprise margins 
and business informa-
tion tailored to their 
needs. Given changes 
in the details of Rural 
Aid and renewable en-
ergy schemes, updated 
guidance has also been 
provided.

Julian Bell, senior ru-
ral business consult-
ant at SAC Consult-
ing, said: ‘As no other 
industry is controlled, 
supported and regulat-
ed more heavily by EU 
regulations and insti-
tutions, agriculture is 

widely held to be the 
sector most affected by 
Brexit.

‘The future for agri-
cultural markets and 
support has scarcely 
been less certain in 
the past half-century 
or more, meaning it is 

more important than 
ever for farmers and 
managers to be able to 
understand the state of 
their current business 
as well as the oppor-
tunities for change and 
restructuring open to 
them.’

Stockjudging competition in Oban

THE CHURCH of 
Scotland has appointed 
its fi rst dedicated farm-

Rev Chris Blackshaw. 

ing minister who will 
‘show people the love 
of Christ by walking 
alongside them’.

Rev Chris Black-
shaw’s role is to sup-
port people in the 
hard-pressed agricul-
tural industry by vis-
iting farms providing 
spiritual and family 
support, counselling 
and encouraging peo-
ple to buy local pro-
duce.

Mr Blackshaw, 57, 
also interacts with 
young farmer groups, 
National Farmers’ Un-
ion Scotland repre-
sentatives, visits week-
ly livestock marts and 
attends annual agricul-
ture shows.

The new role has 
been warmly wel-
comed by National 
Farmers’ Union Scot-
land and rural charity 
RSABI.

Kirk appoints first farming minister
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Mr Bigglez Staffordshire Bull Terrier 

Bowmore, Isle of Islay

068

Daniel Goldfi sh
Lochgilphead

072

207

Max Cheviot tup lamb
Oban

Bracken Boxer
Fort William

127

280

Hamish Cockapoo
Tarbert

282

Keira 
Boxer/Staffordshire Bull Terrier cross Oban
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Marni Jack Russell Terrier
Caol, Fort William

029 277

Bear Dog
North Connel

332

Blue Dog 
Oban

348

Finn Cockapoo
Campbeltown

I would like to vote for:
Pet number*:......................................................................

Pet’s name:  .......................................................................
Please post to Wyvex Media, Pet Idol VOTE, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll, PA34 4HB, or votes can also be handed in to our offi ces in 
Oban, Fort William, Lochgilphead and Campbeltown.
*Pet number must be supplied.  This can be found at the top left of each pet photograph. 
Photocopied voting coupons will not be accepted and will not count as one vote. 
You may send in multiple voting coupons in one envelope.
Votes must be received by 10am, Monday 22nd January. 

VOTING COUPON FINAL

Time 
to vote 
for your 
WINNER!
It seems that readers all agree that a pet 
is not just for Christmas. Despite being 
preoccupied with all-things festive you 
continued to vote in your thousands 
before, during and after Santa’s big day, 
and we are now in a position to reveal 
the top 10 pets in the race to become Pet 
Idol. Our staff are worn out counting the 
votes, but we are nearly ready to crown 
our champion. Voting for the winner is 
now open and you have until 10am on 
Monday 22nd January to get your votes 
to us. We will then announce our winner 
on Thursday 25th/Friday 26th January. Go 
on, give it one last push for your favourite 
furball and get voting.

Votes must be 
received by 10am, 
Monday 22nd 
January. 
You can vote for as many pets 
as many times as you like. Only 
one pet can be voted for on each 
voting form. Just make sure you 
use the number quoted on the 
pet’s photograph when voting. 
Photocopied coupons will not be 
accepted. One coupon counts 
as one vote. We will also accept 
multiple vote coupons in one 
envelope.
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Argyll Hotel Bellochantuy
Blessed with fantastic sea-views from our 
conservatory restaurant and yards from the 
curving white sand beach, the Argyll Hotel, 
Bellochuanty is the ideal place to treat yourself to 
a relaxing meal this coming year and to sample 
our range of Scottish gins, whiskies and beers.

Dine from our new menu, which uses a range 
local and Scottish produce, and has something 
for everyone. From the traditional classics such 
as Steak Pie, Haddock & chips, Haggis, Neeps 
and Tatties through to more contemporary cuisine 
such as Mushroom fi lo baket with Kintyre Blue 
Cheese and port sauce, Indian combo (chicken 
pakora & onion Bhaji) chickpea and sweet potato 
falafels with pitta fi ngers, Morrocan Tagine, 
wild mushroom lasagne, Haddock au gratin - 
in a Campbeltown cheddar cheese and leek 
sauce topped with sweetcorn mash. Absolutely 
delicious! We also cater for Vegetarian, Vegan 
and gluten free options and of course we’re dog 
friendly!

Wee Toon Warriors
Wee Toon Warriors gym is home of the MACC 
Challenge and this is where our gym is sited. At 
the Warrior Gym we pride ourselves on offering 
functional training options in a private but 
friendly environment. We operate a keypad entry 
system so our facility is therefore available to our 
members 7 days a week, 24 hours a day.

We offer fuss free gym with no induction fee 
and a helping hand to get you started. Our 
membership also includes access to our weekly 
class programme.

Latest additions to our Cardio range are the 
Crossfi t Air Bike and a Concept II Ski-erg, two 
pieces of kit to test the fi ttest of athletes.

Our current members range from absolute 
beginners to accomplished athletes, our kit is 
suitable for all. Come join us and bring out the 
Warrior in you.

Our motto is Believe and Achieve, let us help 
you fi nd your self belief and accomplish your 
2018 goals.

New Year New YouNew Year New You
What is your New Year’s resolution for 
2018? Find a more fulfilling career, learn 
new skills or even start a business? Get 
counselling for an ongoing personal 
issue? What about losing weight or 
getting fitter? As CS Lewis said: ‘You 
are never too old to set another 
goal or to dream a new dream.’
And while it can seem like an 

impossible task to keep fit, happy and 
healthy amid today’s hectic schedules, 
as we usher in the new year, changes 
– big or small – can have a positive 
impact on our outlook.
Countless studies indicate that 

anywhere between 75 and 95 per 

cent of people fail to achieve their 
New Year’s resolutions. According 
to experts, one of the main reasons 
people fail is because they set 
resolutions about what they ‘should’ 
do, rather than what they really want 
to do. 
You have a better chance of sticking 

to your resolution if you look at gaining 
something fabulous rather than giving 
up something – particularly if it’s 
something you enjoy. For example, 
rather than looking at giving up food to 
lose weight, focus on how fit, healthy 
and confident you will feel when you 
have achieved your goal.

New Year’s resolutions don’t have 
to be something to dread. Becoming 
an apprentice or taking college 
courses are fun and interesting ways 
to improve your earning potential or 
start a new career. 
Why not use this time to try 

something new? Learning a new 
skill or rediscovering your love for 
something is good for the soul, and 
can boost self-esteem.
There is no shortcut to happiness, 

but the good news is that making even 
the smallest adjustments can help us 
attain that elusive state to which we all 
aspire in 2018.

Serenity Spa at Mach Dunes
Indulge. Escape. Relax.

In 2018 you’ll be returning for more hotel spa breaks in 
Scotland after your escape to Machrihanish with a visit 
to the full-service Serenity Spa at The Ugadale Hotel. 
Owner and operator Laura Kennedy has over a decade of 
experience helping her clients fi nd their own calming oasis. 
She now leads Serenity’s warm and talented staff as they 
take visitors and hotel guests alike through a few hours 
of complete tranquility and luxurious pampering. Top-of-
the-line Germaine De Capuccini products and procedures 
administered by caring professionals means you receive 
the best facials and body treatments. Whether you’re 
rejuvenating your mind to prepare for all Machrihanish has 
to offer, reinvigorating your body after a long day on the 
course, or simply treating yourself to a bit of “you time”, the 
Serenity Spa has everything you need to refresh your body, 
mind, and spirit.

Or if you feel your face is needing a boost after the festive 
season then why not book in for our newest facial, Excel 
therapy 02 - Two revolutionary masks work to repair and 
defend the skin against damage and external stress. Our 
oxygenating bubble mask releases pure Oxygen into the 
deep dermal layers of the skin. A second mask uses our 
Dual Matrix technology to activate the skin’s immune 
system increasing its defence capability. This therapy also 
includes a highly relaxing, lymphatic facial massage to de-
stress and detoxify the skin, perfect for dull, dehydrated 
skin. We have a special promotion running along side with 
the chance to receive a complementary gift set worth £49

We also have an infrared sauna and relaxation area which 
is a little cottage called Serenity Spa Retreat and can be 
booked out for exclusive use.

Join up to our loyalty card scheme which allows clients to 
build points every time you visit and we send out special 
promotions twice a month.

Open Monday - Saturday. 
To book a spa treatment or for spa enquiries, 

please call +44 (0)1586 810025 , 
email us at serenityspa@machdunes.com or log onto 
www. machrihanishdunes.com/spa



Slimming World
Rhona Galbraith 
is consultant for 
Slimming World in 
Lochilphead and 
Campbeltown. She 
says that it is par-
amount that she 
provides warmth, 
understanding, en-
couragement and 
friendship. 

In 2017 the Lochilphead group lost 206 stone 
whilst the  Campbeltown group lost 318 stone 
which was absolutely fantastic

Rhona said: ‘Every week we share recipes and 
stay-on-track tips and inspire each other to suc-
ceed. There’s no better feeling.’
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LOCHGILPHEAD
Lochgilphead Baptist 
Church
Union Street/ Argyll 
Street
Mondays 5.30pm & 
7.30pm
Tel: Rhona 07880 878 
906

CAMPBELTOWN 
Masonic Recreational 
Lodge
St John Street
Tuesdays 1pm, 
5.30pm & 7.30pm
Tel: Rhona 07880 878 
906

In 2017 the 
Lochilphead group 
lost 206 stone 
whilst the 
Campbeltown 
group lost 318 
stone which was 
absolutely fantastic

OBAN 
Wednesday 10am
Thursday 5.30pm
Church of Scotland 
Centre
Glencruitten Road
Tel: Gillian 07796 040 
804

A.G. Barr Optometrists
Make 2018 the year for your Child's eye sight. 
It is particularly important in the early years as it 
enables them to fi nd out about the world around 
them, about their environment and friends. 
At school their eyesight lets them learn and 
discover. Did you know that 80% of what is taught 
in schools is presented visually. Being able to see 
clearly is therefore paramount in a child’s overall 
development.

Many parents do not realise that eyesight can 
be tested from a very early age and that it is 
recommended that children should have an eye 
examination before their 1st birthday or at least 
by the age of 3, or earlier if you think there may 
be a problem.

Special tests have been devised for very young 
children and the earlier a problem is detected, the 
more effectively it can be treated.

All eye tests in Scotland are free and in our 
practice we have all the specialised equipment 
required to examine your child's eyes thoroughly.

Pop in or call for a warm professional and 
friendly chat about your child's eye sight and how 
we can help.

 

www.carradales.com

Carradale PA28 6QG
Tel 01583 431119 M 07968 477563

Carradales Luxury Guest House
New for 2018 and due to open in March 
is “Carradales.” This is a traditionally built 
Victorian detached house, originally built as 
a Church of Scotland Manse in 1880 which 
is being refurbished to luxury guesthouse 
accommodation.

Maurice and Steve moved from London to 
Carradale a year ago after deciding to follow 
their dreams in starting a high end luxury Guest 
House in Kintyre. Both have extensive hospitality 
experience and Steve is a professional Chef.

“It’s taken a long time to get this far, but we 
are very nearly there” Steve said. “Everyone 
has been really supportive and we can’t wait to 
start trading. We are going to offer something 
very special to Guests when they stay here with 
us. “Carradales” is just perfect for exploring 
this stunning part of the Kintyre Peninsula and 
is popular with walkers, nature lovers, golfers, 
water sports enthusiasts and those looking to 
relax and enjoy the breath-taking and tranquil 
scenery.”

More information can be found on facebook and 
on www.carradales.com or by calling 07968 
477563
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CAMPBELTOWN MOTOR COMPANY

Campbeltown Motor Company, Snipefield, Drumore, Campbeltown 01586 552030

We are open Monday to Friday 8:00 – 17:30 and every Saturday 8:30 – 13:00

www.campbeltownmotorcompany.co.uk
REASSURANCE BUILT IN

All fi nance prices above based on 6000 miles per annum. Images 
shown for illustration purposes only. Terms & Conditions apply.  Age 
restrictions may apply on certain models. Excess mileage charges 
may apply. Contact us for more information  Alternatively email us at 
cmc@peugeotmail.co.uk

QUALITY USED PEUGEOTS

ALLURE BHDI 100 Diesel, White, 4800 
miles, grip control, bluetooth, parking 
sensors, alloys, auto lights/wipers, 
leather interior.

ACTIVE HDI 115 Diesel Red, only 
13500 miles, satellite navigation, 
parking sensors, bluetooth, auto lights/
wipers, climate control.

ACTIVE PureTech Petrol, Grey, 7500 
miles, bluetooth, alloys, air conditioning, 
radio/USB, colour touch screen, 
electric pack.

2016 (66) Peugeot 2008 1.6 2015 (15) Peugeot 308 1.6

                   £8,995.00

2016 (66) Peugeot 208 1.2

  £9,995.00£12,995.00

FANTASTIC NEW CAR OFFERS 2017 (67) PEUGEOT PARTNER TEPEE 1.6
BHDI 100 Outdoor. Delivery miles, parking 
sensors, alloys, bluetooth .......................................£16995
2017 (17) PEUGEOT 208 1.6
BHDI 120 GTLine Diesel. Blue, 5000 miles, 
glass roof, apple car play. GT styling ......................£15995
2017 (66) PEUGEOT 308 1.6
BHDI 120 GT Line Diesel. Grey, 9800 miles,
GT styling, sat nav, parking camera .......................£14995
2013 (63) BMW X3 XDRIVE 2.0 
SE Diesel, Black, 45000 miles, leather interior,
parking sensors .............................. Was £17795   £14995 
2017 (17) PEUGEOT 108 1.2
PureTech GT Line, Petrol. 5500 miles, leather,
sat nav, rear parking camera, alloys .......................£12995
2017 (66) PEUGEOT 208 1.6 
BHDI 100 Allure, Diesel. 3800 miles, white, 
apple car play, parking aid ......................................£12995
2016 (66) PEUGEOT 308 1.6 
BHDI 100 Active, Diesel. Red, 6000 miles,
sat nav, parking sensors, alloys ..............................£10495
2016 (66) PEUGEOT 208 ACTIVE DESIGN 1.2 
PureTech. Orange, 11500 miles,
special edition, alloys, bluetooth ...............................£9995
2014 (64) PEUGEOT 208 1.2 
VTI Style Petrol, Blue, 17700 miles, glass roof,
sat nav, parking sensors, alloys ................................£7995
2015 (65) PEUGEOT 108 1.2
VTI Allure Petrol, Purple, only 5500 miles,
auto lights, reversing camera, alloys ........................£7995
2014 (64) PEUGEOT 108 1.2 
VTI Allure Petrol, White, only 4000 miles, auto 
lights, reversing camera, alloys ................................£6995

INDULDGE ON US

NEW PEUGEOT CAR & VAN SALES
QUALITY USED CAR & VAN SALES

MOTABILITY SALES
SERVICING OF ALL MAKES

SUPPLY & FITTING OF PARTS
4-WHEEL DIGITAL ALIGNMENT

DIAGNOSTIC SERVICE

MOT TESTING
ADD BLUE TOP-UPS

COMPETITIVELY PRICE TYRES
DRIVE THROUGH CAR WASH

OPEN 24/7
VALETING SERVICE

CAR HIRE

AWARD WINNING, ALL NEW 3008 SUV 
FROM 48X
£219.10 PER MONTH
INCLUDING METALLIC PAINT
Standard equipment includes alloys, bluetooth, parking 
sensors & climate control
Available through Peugeot Contract Hire. Initial rental £876.40. Terms & Conditions Apply. Prices 
quoted exclusive of VAT. Model quoted 3008 Active PureTech 130 Manual.

THE STYLISH, ECONOMICAL 108
FROM 48X
£140.70 PER MONTH
INCLUDING METALLIC PAINT
Standard equipment includes bluetooth, air conditioning & 
colour touch screen.
Available through Peugeot Contract Hire. Initial rental £844.20. Terms & Conditions Apply. 
Prices quoted exclusive of VAT. Model quoted 108 Active VTI 68 Manual.

ALL USED CARS LISTED SOLD WITH £350 HOTEL CONNEXION VOUCHERS



Argyll and Bute Council

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00-12.30 
-13.30-16:00 hrs Monday to Friday at 1A Manse Brae Lochgilphead PA31 8RD, at the alternative locations detailed 
below during their normal opening times or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) 
REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING 
(LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

17/03063/PPP Renewal of planning permission in 
principle reference 14/02886/PPP  
(Site for erection of dwelling house 
inclusive of garage)

Garden Ground Of Old Manse 
Lochgair Lochgilphead  
Argyll And Bute PA31 8SB 

Mid Argyll Area 
Office

17/03239/PP Erection of dwellinghouse Land To West Of Sandspoint 
Waterfoot Carradale Campbeltown 
Argyll And Bute PA28 6QX

Sub Post Office 
Carradale

17/03037/PP Erection of four dwellinghouses Land Adjacent To 36 Oakhill Tarbert 
Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Harbour Street 
Tarbert

17/03040/PP Replace ground floor window to rear of 
property with french doors

Dunchragaig House Kilmartin 
Lochgilphead Argyll And Bute  
PA31 8RG 

Mid Argyll Area 
Office

17/03216/PP Erection of bike shelter Mid Argyll Community Pool Oban 
Road Lochgilphead Argyll And Bute 
PA31 8NG 

Mid Argyll Area 
Office

17/03090/PP Erection of dwellinghouse and detached 
garage

Plot 3 Gallowhill Farm Campbeltown 
Argyll And Bute 

Burnet Building  
St John St 
Campbeltown

17/03194/PP Erection of a training facility building, 
associated vehicular access/parking and 
installation of septic tank

Land North East Of Achnaha 
Ardminish Isle Of Gigha  
Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Gigha

17/03172/LIB Re-slating rear slope of main roof The Manse Inveraray Argyll And Bute 
PA32 8XT 

Sub Post Office 
Inveraray

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/
planning-and-environment/find-and-comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert. Please quote 
the reference number in any correspondence. Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered 
a public document and will be published on our website. Anonymous or marked confidential 
correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list of all applications can be viewed at all 
Area Offices, Council Libraries and on the Councils website.

To find out more about living and working in Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

KICK START YOUR NEW 
CAREER IN 2018

ADVERTISING SALES 
EXECUTIVE

Flexible working location
£ Excellent basic + Bonus + BUPA + 
Bene� ts
We are looking for sales sta�  to join 
our busy and successful team at Wyvex 
Media, the parent company of Scottish 
Field magazine and the Oban Times.
We also publish a plethora of lifestyle 
magazines, tourist maps, holiday 
publications and business directories 
covering all corners of Scotland.
We are looking for our next advertising 
sales star and will o� er � exible working 
patterns and working location for the 
right person.
Experience in advertising sales is not 
necessary, as full training will be given.
We o� er excellent pay, bene� ts, training 

£ Excellent basic + Bonus + BUPA + 

We are looking for sales sta�  to join 
our busy and successful team at Wyvex 
Media, the parent company of Scottish 

We also publish a plethora of lifestyle 
magazines, tourist maps, holiday 

patterns and working location for the 

T: 07885 203020 or
E: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

WANTED
All types of motor homes and caravanettes.  

Any age or condition.  We also buy water 
damaged or in need of repair.  Also all 

types of touring caravans from 95 onwards.

Telephone 07759054754

CARS WANTED
Preferably low mileage, quick decision,  

high mileage also considered, up to 
£10,000.  Mercedes, BMW and Audi, other 

models also considered.

Call  today on

0778 985 5381 

WANTED 4X4s FOR CASH

All 4x4 Vehicles, all makes and models wanted. 
Guaranteed best price, no hassle, 

free collection anywhere. Land Rover Defender, 
Discovery, Freelander Range Rover, Vauxhall 
Brava, Toyota Hilux, Land Cruiser, Mitsubishi, 
Shogun, L200, Pajero, Nissan Navara, Terrano, 

Patrol, X Trail, Isuzu Trooper, Rodeo.  + All other 
4x4 Vehicles,  4X4 Pickups, etc. Single Vehicles 
or  � eet purchases. Any age nearly new or old, 
any conditions from perfect to written o� , non 
runners, rotten, no MOT, high mileage, blown 

engine, overheating etc. Cash in hand, no 
hassle, best cash price guaranteed.

Telephone 07546 788945

WANTED
All types of good quality 4 x 4 vehicles, 

Landrovers, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford etc and all 
4 x 4 pickups, must be good condition and 
reasonable mileage.  Older 4 x 4’s and non 

runners/MOT failures etc considered.
 Will collect. 

Tel 0770 3490572 ask for Robert

WANTED

All 4 x 4s, old or new Toyota Hilux, land 
cruiser, all pickups single or double 
cabs, any condition, runner or not, 

high miles no problem.

Tel 07810 283028

VAUXHALL CORSA CDTI
 ECOFLEX VAN

Only 24,000 miles, recently had 
full service + MOT 

snow tyres � tted all round.
Can be viewed in Oban.

£4,200 ONO, NO VAT
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FLAT FOR RENT
Fully furnished One 

Bedroom Flat in  centre 
of Lochgilphead,  

no DSS,  
own car parking space - 

£420.00/mth + C.Tax

Available for  
immediate let

Energy Rating C   

Tel. 01546-870325
Landlord Reg. 

69297/130/02040

PropertyRecruitment Public Notices
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Steinsvik UK are hiring. As we move to 2018 we have openings 
for the following roles based here in Fort William. 

Electrical engineer
Feeding system and camera technician
IT and Network field technician
Experience working within a fish farming environment is desirable but 
not essential as training will be given. 
Full driving licence is essential.
Steinsvik offer a competitive salary, Private Healthcare and training/
development opportunities. 
More information is available on our website 
https://www.steinsvik.no/en/career
Steinsvik has considerable competence and experience in delivering 
products and technical solutions to the Aquaculture industry. We have 
more than 60 years of experience in developing innovative and robust 
solutions that will withstand the rigors of time.
We have offices all around the world; Norway, Scotland, Chile, Vietnam, 
Canada, Oceania, Spain and Turkey. We are also represented in Iceland 
and on the Faroe Islands. 
If you think you would like to apply and join our increasingly 
diverse team please email your Covering Letter and CV to 
adminscotland@steinsvik.no
Alternatively, if you do not have access to the internet please post 
your Covering Letter and CV to Steinsvik UK, Unit 35B Ben Nevis 
Industrial Estate, Fort William, Inverness-Shire, PH33 6PR marked 
for the attention of Christina Smith.
Closing Date 26th Jan 2018

Modern Apprentice – IT Lochgilphead
£10,886 - £12,807
35 hours /week Friday 09:00 – 17:00
This post requires:
• Basic Disclosure Scotland check
To apply visit the recruitment section of our website at www.
acha.co.uk
If you cannot access the website, please contact the 
recruitment team: 
01546 605 817 or email recruitment@acha.co.uk 
For more information, please contact Vivienne Litster on 
01546 605 822 or email vivienne.litster@acha.co.uk
Closing Date: 12 noon on 26 January 2018
Interviews will be held on 7 February 2018 in Lochgilphead.

 

 
Mechanical Treatment Operative x 2 
 
 
Flexible - North & South Regions 
 Salary: £17,510 - £20,163 

 
An exciting new opportunity has arisen for Mechanical 
Treatment Operatives. Under the direction of the treatment 
supervisor you will be responsible for proactively and 
efficiently completing lice treatments. Fish husbandry 
experience, would be an advantage in, ensuring best practice for 
fish welfare, equipment and safety standards.  Applicants will be 
required to work a continental shift pattern. As this position 
will require travel to other sites, a full clean driving licence is 
essential, along with a flexible, independent approach to enable 
support across our site teams. 

 
  

Angela Gibson 
The Scottish Salmon Company 
Ardkinglas Estate, Cairndow, Argyll PA26 8BH 
Tel: 01499 600 430 
angela.gibson@scottishsalmon.com 
Closing date: Friday 2 June 2017 

Net Washing Operative 
 South Region 
 Salary: £17,510 - £20,163 

 

 

We are also recruiting for a Net Washing Operative to join our 
Net Washing Team operating across our sites in the South 
Region. Under the direction of the Team Leader duties will 
include cleaning nets, operating and maintaining net cleaning 
equipment to a high standard. The successful applicant will 
have excellent practical and problem solving skills, along with 
good standards of fitness, and the ability to pass a full ML5 
medical examination. Previous net washing experience 
would be useful, but not essential as full training will be 
provided. Applicants will be required to work a continental 
shift pattern. As this position will require travel to other sites, 
a full clean driving licence is essential.  
 
To apply and/or request a detailed job specification please 
use contact details below. 
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Marine Operative
Ardcastle
Salary: Competitive plus overtime
We are recruiting for a Marine Operative to join our site at Ardcastle. 
Applicants will be enthusiastic, self-motivated and be able to 
demonstrate prior experience of working in small teams. Duties will 
include all the day to day operations of the site including fish welfare, 
sampling, grading and moving of stock, site maintenance and boat 
handling. Applicants must have good practical and problem solving 
skills and ideally have marine experience. Previous fish farming 
experience would be useful, but not essential as training will be 
provided. A full clean driving licence is also essential for this position.

Marine Operatives x2
Furnace
Salary: Competitive plus overtime
We are also recruiting for two Marine Operatives to join our site at 
Furnace. Applicants will be enthusiastic, self-motivated and be able 
to demonstrate prior experience of working in small teams. Duties 
will include all the day to day operations of the site including fish 
welfare, sampling, grading and moving of stock, site maintenance 
and boat handling. Applicants must have good practical and 
problem solving skills and ideally have marine experience. Previous 
fish farming experience would be useful, but not essential as training 
will be provided. A full clean driving licence is also essential for this 
position.
To request an application form and/or a detailed job specification, 
please see contact details below.
To apply and/or request a detailed job specification, please contact:

Natalie Randamy
The Scottish Salmon Company
8 Melville Crescent, Edinburgh, EH3 7JA
Tel: 0131 718 8547
natalie.randamy@scottishsalmon.com
Closing date: Friday 26 January 2018
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Marine Operative (Net Wash) x2
Middle Loch Fyne
Salary: Competitive plus overtime
We are recruiting for two Marine Operatives to join our net washing 
team, which operates across all Middle Loch Fyne sites. Under 
the direction of the Site Manager, duties will include cleaning 
nets, operating and maintaining net cleaning equipment to a high 
standard. Applicants must have sound practical and problem 
solving skills along with good standards of fitness, with the ability 
to pass a full ML5 medical. Previous net washing experience would 
be useful, but is not essential as full training will be provided. As this 
position involves travelling, a full clean driving licence is essential.

Marine Operatives (Net Wash) x2
Upper Loch Fyne
Salary: Competitive plus overtime
We are also recruiting for two Marine Operatives to join our net 
washing team, which operates across all Upper Loch Fyne sites. 
Under the direction of the Site Manager, duties will include cleaning 
nets, operating and maintaining net cleaning equipment to a high 
standard. Applicants must have sound practical and problem 
solving skills along with good standards of fitness, with the ability 
to pass a full ML5 medical. Previous net washing experience would 
be useful, but is not essential as full training will be provided. As this 
position involves travelling, a full clean driving licence is essential.
To apply and/or request a detailed job specification, please contact:
Natalie Randamy
The Scottish Salmon Company
8 Melville Crescent, Edinburgh, EH3 7JA
Tel: 0131 718 8547
natalie.randamy@scottishsalmon.com
Closing date: Friday 26 January 2018
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Administrative Offi cer
Lochgilphead
£19,995 - £21,175 plus benefi ts
To apply, please visit our website 
www.civilservicejobs.service.gov.uk

� HRScotland@forestry.gsi.gov.uk
Please quote ref 1567523.
Closing date: 14 January 2018.
No recruitment agencies please.
We are committed to providing equal opportunities for all sectors 
of our diverse community.

www.forestry.gov.uk/vacancies

1) Depot Administrator
We are seeking to recruit a Depot/Yard Administrator to oversee the 
daily operation of our busy Oban yard.  This is a great opportunity 
to join a successful, well-established local business which has an 
unrivalled reputation for delivering first-class service.  
We require a highly-motivated individual with the initiative and drive 
to help others develop and succeed.  Excellent communication and 
people management skills are essential.  The ideal candidate will 
possess a strong desire to identify and implement improvements.  The 
ability to prioritise tasks and organise the workload of a busy team will 
be required in addition to a commitment to providing the best possible 
customer service.  

The ideal candidate will possess:
• Previous supervisory experience which demonstrates an aptitude for 
developing people and building an effective, efficient team. 
• A good standard of computer literacy and a good level of familiarity 
and competency with general office administration.
• An ability to work on your own initiative as well as part of a larger 
team.
• Good problem-solving skills coupled with an ability to plan ahead 
and utilise resources efficiently.  
• Experience with stock control and the scheduling of delivery runs 
would be an advantage.
• Forklift experience and ADR qualification desirable but training can 
be provided for the right candidate.
• A reasonable standard of physical fitness is required as the job will 
entail regular handling of gas cylinders.
• A full clean driving licence desirable.
Pay dependant on experience and qualifications, attractive salary 
available to right candidate.

2) HGV Drivers
Experienced HGV drivers required Oban and Mull.  Work will involve 
driving a variety of vehicles including mixers, tippers and skip lorries.  
Applicants must have Class 2 licence (LGV Category C) and up to date 
CPC hours.  Competitive rates of pay.

3) Delivery Driver
Reliable delivery driver required in Lochgilphead area.  ADR and CPC 
hours preferred although full training will be available to the right 
candidate.   

4) Apprentice Mechanic
Apprentice plant mechanic required for our Oban workshop.  
Training divided between practical workshop experience and college 
instruction.  Minimum three National 4 or 5s or equivalent required.  
Successful candidate will be reliable, diligent with an aptitude for and 
interest in mechanical engineering.  

All above:
Please send CV, clearly stating which position you are interested 
in to: susan@argyllresources.co.uk or post to: Argyll Resources 
Group, c/o John MacLachlan Ltd Head Office, Torran Gorm 
Industrial Estate, Oban, Argyll PA34 4PL. Tel: 01631 566370

Will 2018 be the year when 
you make a difference?  

 

ENABLE Scotland 
Recruitment Open Day  

Wed 17th Jan    11.30am – 2.30pm
Oban JCP, Mathieson House, 

1 Miller Road

Nursery Deputy Manager
 Due to recent expansion in our Nursery 
an excellent opportunity has arisen for a 

new position within our unit. The successful 
applicant must be an outstanding candidate to 
join our happy team with relevant qualification 
in Childcare and/or be interested in working 
towards a BA degree in Childcare Practice. 

Have minimum post qualification experience 
and knowledge for this role of; Curriculum for 
Excellence, Pre Birth to 3, Girfec  & Building 

the Ambition along with Management skills and 
expertise.

 We offer a * Competitive Salary * Generous 
Holiday Allowance and * Pension contribution.

The successful applicant would be subject 
to PVG check and membership of the SSSc.   
We welcome applications from all sectors of 
the community and are an equal opportunity 

employer.

Contact Ann on 01631 567491 or 
manager.firststeps@yahoo.co.uk

www.firststepsoban.co.uk

Skipper and Crew
required for marine tourism operator. 

Minimum of RYA Yachtmaster Coastal 
Commercial Endorsed. Various opportunities 

in Western Isles and north Scotland.

C.V.’s please to 
sarah@commercialmarine.services 

by 26th January 2018

Post Title: Area Cleaning Supervisor

Location:  Carr’s Corner Depot, 
Lochybridge, Fort William

Hours:      35 hours per week

Duration:  Permanent

Salary:     £19,856 - £22,350 p.a.

Salary placing will normally be at the first 
point of the scale

This post is under represented in males. 
Applications from males are encouraged.

Contact Person: Catriona McAllister 
Tel: 01397 709052

Please APPLY ONLINE at www.myjobscotland.
gov.uk/councils/highland-council/jobs.  If 
you are unable to apply online and you wish 
to request an offline application pack, please 
contact Business Support HR Hub C&L Tel: 
01349 868640 (24 hour voicemail) quoting 
HGH05237.

Prior to confirming appointment, we will 
require successful candidates to become 
members of the Protecting Vulnerable Groups 
(PVG) Scheme.

Closing Date: 
Wednesday 24 January 2018 

Hill Shepherd/Stockman
ISLE OF MULL

Required for family run estate. Would suit 
good all rounder. Family home included.

Good dogs and 
ability to clip an advantage.

Contact Tom Corbett at 
tom@lochbuie.com or call 

01680814153 for further information.

CRERAN MARINE

Boatyard Assistant
We have a vacancy for a full time general yard 
hand. Main duties will include, slipping and 
launching boats, mast step/unstep, telehandler 
& hoist operation, and general yard work. Boat 
handling and machinery experience is desirable 
but not essential, full training will be given. Salary 
negotiable depending on experience.

To apply or for more info please email your CV and 
covering letter to info@creranengineering.co.uk

ALIenergy is seeking a Finance Officer 
to manage the Sage financial system, 

prepare management accounts and annual 
budgets, assist with financial elements of 

grant claims and prepare financial reports.

Salary: £24,056-£26,337 pro rata
depending on experience

Location: Oban, part time, 2 days a week

Closing date: Friday 26th January 2018

For job description, or to apply by sending 
CV and covering letter, 

please contact lynda@alienergy.org.uk 

www.alienergy.org.uk
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PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEERS

MACQUEEN
BROS LTD

Removals/Storage 
& Self Storage
Full range of packing 

materials
Glengallan Road

Oban, Argyll
PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE

HOOK DATA 
SERVICES

•Hardware, Software
•Advice, Repairs
•Consumables

Crinan Harbour by 
Lochgilphead PA31 8SW
Tel: 01546 830157

Call in
or phone

COMPUTER SERVICES

PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS LOCALLY
Call 01586 554646 or 

01546 602345 to advertise 
your business in our local services

WINDOW REPAIRS

 BUILDING AND JOINERY SERVICES

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/
campbeltowncourier

www.facebook.com/
argyllshireadvertiser

worth 

£35.85

3 FREE 
Large Scottish Field Calendars 

with every new 1 Year online subscriptionwith every new 1 Year online subscriptionwith every new 1 Year online subscription

worth 

£35

Subscribe at www.campbeltowncourier.co.uk/subscriptions 
and use code SUBOFFERSF

• Save £39 on a subscription
• Behind the paywall access to campbeltowncourier.co.uk*

• Delivery of weekly “page fl ipper” copy of The Campbeltown Courier*

• Delivered fi rst thing Friday - no waiting
Limited numbers, whilst stocks last. Calendars sent to one UK address.

CHIMNEY SERVICES

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

TEL 01631 720074 or 07776402550
sales@homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk
www.homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk

Porches, Extensions, Roofl ine, Windows & Doors

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

TV SERVICES
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www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Campbeltown Courier, Argyllshire Advertiser or The Oban Times and your ad will also appear 

online at  www.westcoastclassifi eds.co.uk. Simply use the coupons on this page or visit the website and input your details there

WHY NOT CELEBRATE A 
LOVED ONE’S BIRTHDAY

 WITH A  PERSONAL NOTICE?
Call 01586 554646
 or 01546 602345

 ANTIQUES AND COL-
LECTABLES

BESWICK China Highland 
Calf excellent condition, £49 
Telephone 07804 876112.
VICTORIAN DOLLS HOUSE 
Still boxed, with 20 packs of 
furnishings, open to offers, 
Telephone 01397 701742.

 BABY EQUIPMENT

FISHER-PRICE precious 
planet 2 in 1 wind up 
mobile, suitable for cot 
or buggy, £20 Telephone 
01631 562750².
HIGH CHAIR Child’s fold-
ing high backed high chair 
incorporating tray, rarely 
used and in excellent con-
dition. Yellow in colour, £15 
Telephone 01631 562750².

 BICYCLES

RALEIGH EXTREME 
VIPER  Boys mountain 
bike, in excellent condition. 
Serviced in Dec. Selling as 
child out grown. A few small 
marks and scratches. Paid 
£160 new + accessory, £95 
Telephone 07840 885812.

 BUILDING / DIY

CELOTEX INSULATION 
BOARDS 50mm x 1200mm 
x 2400mm insulation 
boards. Five of. Collect 
from Castleton, £70 Tele-
phone 01546 606655.
LOFT LATCH Insulated 
Loft Latch. Used but good 
condition. Pick up from 
Castleton, £15 Telephone 
01546 606655.
REPLACEMENT CHIMNEY 
POTS for older houses, 
ornate Victorian/Edwardian 
pots in various sizes and 
colours, £40 Telephone 
01631 564578².

 CLOTHES, SHOES 
AND ACCESSORIES

FAUX FUR JACKET Char-
coal, medium size, worn 
once, £50 Telephone 01397 
701742.
LADIES PLEATED SKIRT 
SUIT Emerald Green Sun 
Ray, worn once, and hat ,  
£30ono Telephone 01397 
701742.

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

3 TRAY BREAKFAST SERV-
ER new, still boxed, £20 
Telephone 01499 500621 or 
07881 674301.
DYSON DC24 Lightweight 
ball, £60 Telephone 01499 
500621 or 07881 674301.
ECKO HT56 WARMING 
TRAY Good used condition, 
stainless steel with handles, 
ideal for plate warming, 73cm 
x 28cm, £7.50 Telephone 
01631 770631.
ELECTRIC HOTPLATE new, 
still boxed, £20 Telephone 
01499 500621 or 07881 
674301.
HALOGEN OVEN with 
extension ring and recipe 
book, £40 Telephone 01499 
500621 or 07881 674301.
LARGE FRIDGE FREEZER 
good condition, free due to 
renovation, Telephone 01397 
701742.
TEFAL ACTIFRY with recipe 
book, £50 Telephone 01499 
500621 or 07881 674301.

 DOMESTIC PETS

BLACK COCKER SPANIEL 
Black three year old Cocker 
spaniel boy, due to family 
bereavement home wanted. 
Offers, Telephone 01499 
302888.

COLLIE SPANIEL CROSS 
PUPPIES 8 weeks old, black, 
tan and white, brought up in 
family home with children 
and other dogs, very happy 
playful puppies, Telephone 
01631 740331.

 FURNITURE

MATTRESS Brand new 
spring mattress, damask 
ivory color cover, standard 
single size, £60 Telephone 
01852 300154.
MOBEN SUPER KING 
BED Modern super king 
bed, light coloured, with 
two 90cm slatted bases. 
Includes headboard and 
2 bedside drawers. No 
mattress, £90 Telephone 
07714 259616.
READY BED Child’s in-
flatable jungle ready bed, 
used twice and in excellent 
condition, £15 Telephone 
01631 562750².

 GARDEN

LEAF BLOWER Profes-
sional Sanli, Petrol, Back-
pack, BSB33 Leaf Blower, 
retailing at £189.99. Still 
in box, can email pic, £85 
Telephone 01631 720369.
SUN LOUNGERS Malibu 
black,  set of two, 1 in 
excellent condition, 1 still 
in original wrapping, cost 
£50, sell for £40 Telephone 
01631 562750².
TURFING SPADE Special-
ised hand tool for lifting 
turf. Brand new and never 
used. Ash handle, carbon 
steel blade, £20 Telephone 
01546 606655.
VINTAGE CART WHEELS 
and smaller implement 
wheels. Colourful garden 
display items. Prices from £30, 
Telephone 01631 564578².

VINTAGE CHIMNEY 
POTS Vintage chimney 
pots in various sizes and 
styles, make lovely garden 
planters. Prices from £40, 
Telephone 01631 564578².
VINTAGE LAWN ROLLERS 
cast iron and decorative, 
for working use or colourful 
garden feature, various 
sizes from £90, Telephone 
01631 564578².
WATER FEATURE RES-
ERVOIR, HEAVY Black, 
round, good/used condi-
tion, outside diameter 26” 
depth 12”, inside diameter 
19.5”, small pond, ideal for 
fountain,  £10 Telephone 
01631 770631.

 HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD , white, blue and pink 
colours in stock, available in 
A3/A4/A5 sizes, from 13p per 
sheet. Contact Krisp Print on 
01586 554975.

 HOME 
ENTERTAINMENT

TV Sony Bravia 40” fl at 
screen tv, very good condi-
tion, £75 Telephone 07895 
963515.

 HOME OFFICE
SMALL COMPUTER 
DESK Excellent condition. 
L=m,H=79.5cm,W=50-58cm. 
Call evening. Can deliver to 
Oban, £60 Telephone 01852 
300154.

 LEISURE AND 
LIFESTYLE

HOT STICKS by Babyliss, in 
carry case and in excellent 
condition, £25 Telephone 
01631 562750².

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD CALEN-
DARS featuring spectacular 
photography of some of our 
most scenic lochs, rivers, 
beaches and mountains. 
Places include: Stirling, Fort 
William, Glencoe, Aberdeen, 
Isle of Skye, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, Loch Lomond, 
Kelso, Aviemore, Forfar, 
Rum and Eigg, Shetland, 
Glentrool and Dryburgh. 
Always a popular gift for 
family and friends at home 
or abroad. Order on-line at 
www.scottishcalendars.co.uk 
or telephone 01371 851868.
OBAN TIMES WEST HIGH-
LAND CALENDAR, fabulous 
views of the West Highlands 
portrayed in this handy and 
conveniently sized calendar. 
Places include: Inveraray, 
Appin, Oban, Seil, Isle of 
Mull, Campbeltown, Tarbert, 
Machrihanish, Fort William.  

Ideal for home offi ces or as 
a gift. Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk or 
telephone 01371 851868,  £ 
Telephone .

 MISCELLANEOUS
EMBOSSED WALLPAPER 7 
Rolls, light back ground with 
gold and silver fl ecks,  £5 
Telephone 01397 701742.
WATER FEATURE bronze 
effect, mermaid on a shell 
pool with 3 glass lights, pho-
to available. Cost £350, sell 
for £99.99 Telephone 01631 
562750².

 MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

2 COLLAPSIBLE X FRAME 
KEYBOARD Strong metal 
construction, stable, good 
condition, adjustable, 
lockable, rubber guards top 
and bottom, sell separately 
£7.50,  £15.00 Telephone 
01631 770631.

YAMAHA KEYBOARD Full 
size keys, £60 ono Tele-
phone 01397 701742.

 OUTDOOR SPORTS 
EQUIPMENT

WEDZE JUNIOR 90CM SKI 
In very good condition, used 
for two seasons only, few 
scratches. White-green col-
our (unisex), £40 Telephone 
07840 885812.

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

PROMOTIONAL MATERI-
AL, market your business 
effectively with professional-
ly designed leafl ets, posters 
and fl yers from Krisp Print. 
Contact on 01586 554975.
THANK YOU CARDS new 
baby or wedding, with a 
photo of your new arrival or 
big day.  Truly individual, a 
treasured keepsake.  Call 
Krisp Print on 01586 554975.

Thank You 
I would like to thank my family, Sheena, 

many friends, neighbours and the staff at 
RAH, Paisley for their kindness and good 

wishes whilst in hospita l.
Home now and being well cared for.

Betty Ramsay



Thought for 
the Week
with Marilyn Shedden

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Est. 1978Funeral Directors
& Monumental Suppliers

T.A.Blair LtdT.A.Blair Ltd
Funeral Directors

& Monumental Suppliers

Burnside Street, Campbeltown
Funerals carried out in Campbeltown, 

Kintyre and throughout the UK
For personal attention assured at all times
Telephone Alasdair, Kenneth or Rhys

(01586) 552918 or Mobile 07810 443473
blairfunerals@btinternet.com

Agents for

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which 
relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications owned by 
Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited 
Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The 
Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and 
comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement 
by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on 
acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed 

by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the 
Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher 
reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of 
the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and 
Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to 
recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be 
settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the 
Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned 
by any total or partial failure (however caused) of publication or 
distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement 
is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission 
in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the 
Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of 

the advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable refund or 
adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be 
made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract 
from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within fourteen 
days of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total liability of 
the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount 
of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular 
advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a 
further or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably 
comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the 
Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling 
upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened legal 
actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one or 
more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy 

instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/
Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order 
by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with 
the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 
days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  
In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment 
interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the 
due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a 
late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late 
payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given 
and to raise an additional invoice for the discount which will be treated 
as though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our 
conditions.

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/
campbeltowncourier

www.facebook.com/
argyllshireadvertiser
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HELENSBURGH

COWAL

Grant Addison’s expression says it all at the dook in Oban. Photograph: Kevin McGlynn. 

CAMPBELTOWN, Oban, Dunoon 
and Innellan ‘loony dookers’ en-
joyed a traditional refreshing dip on 
New Year’s Day.

Nearly 100 dookers ran into the 
Clyde to celebrate the Dunoon 
dook, while in Oban dookers 
jumped into the freezing Firth of 

Lorn from Oban Sailing Club. 
Campbeltown revellers took the 
plunge amid freezing temperatures 
at Torrisdale.

The New Year’s Day tradition 
was devised 30 years ago in South 
Queensferry as a desperate hango-
ver cure.

PLANS for a £290,000 
hydro power scheme in 
Ardfern have been ap-
proved, offering ‘the 
best and only chance’ 
of fi nancial sustaina-
bility for a traditional 
hill farm.

James Adam of Gar-
raron and Melfort 
Farms applied for per-
mission to build a dam, 
a 250m long storage 
reservoir, powerhouse, 
burn intake and buried 
pipeline on land north 
east of Garraron Farm.

The project is esti-

New Year dooks across Argyll

TARBERT

1st TARBERT Guides 
are hosting a pop-up 
board game café at 
Templars Hall on Sat-
urday January 13.

Visitors will have the 

chance to play ‘Tar-
bertopoly’ and explore 
village landmarks be-
tween 1pm and 4pm. 
Entrance is £2.50 per 
adult and £1 per child. 

If you wish to attend, 
email tarbertguides@
gmail.com or add 
your name to the list 
in Ian Y MacIntyre’s 
shop.

Guides hold ‘Tarbertopoly’ board game event

DETECTIVES are ap-
pealing for information 
following two seri-
ous assaults in Helens-
burgh.

At 8.30pm on Friday 
December 29 a distur-
bance took place on 
Sinclair Street. 

A 21-year-old man 
was taken to the Royal 
Alexandra Hospital in 
Paisley where he was 
treated for a head inju-
ry and later released.

The second incident 
occurred on Saturday 
December 30 between 
1.30pm and 2.30pm 
when a 23-year-old 
man was seriously as-
saulted while walking 

Hydro power scheme approved
mated to cost £290,000 
to build, bringing 
an annual income of 
£32,450 to the farm if 
all energy were export-
ed to the grid. It will 
be designed to have 
an operating life in ex-
cess of 100 years and 
visual impact will be 
minimal. Civil works 
are expected to be-
gin in May 2018 and 
be fi nished within four 
months, while the tur-
bine and electrical 
works will be installed 
when available.

Police seeking information
in Williamson Drive. 
He was taken by am-
bulance to the Royal 
Alexandra Hospital in 
Paisley where he was 
treated for a back inju-
ry and later released.

Detective Constable 
Thomas O’Donnell of 
Helensburgh Police 
Offi ce said: ‘Enquiries 
are continuing to estab-
lish the circumstanc-
es and more details on 
these two serious as-
saults.

‘I would ask anyone 
who has information 
to please come forward 
to detectives at Helens-
burgh Police Offi ce 
through 101. 

2018 has been designated in Scotland as the 
‘Year of Young People’.

I am delighted to have this opportunity to 
focus on the children and young people in 
our midst. In my opinion, they are not only 
our future, but the most enchanting part of 
our present.

‘Children are the living messages we send 
to a time we will not see,’ said Neil Post-
man.

What messages will they take from us into 
their future, I wonder? Into that time we 
will not see.

Will they take our love and our encourage-
ment to equip them for a future which will 
be challenging for them?

Will they take our dreams and our aspira-
tions for them to support them on the way?

Will we have given them enough belief in 
themselves to have the courage to follow 
their dreams?

Will we keep them close in our love, but 
release them to follow life’s adventures?

Hoddam Carter said that the greatest 
gift we can give our children is ‘roots and 
wings’. Roots to ground them in our love – 
a love to which they can return forever. And 
wings to fl y, as God intended, into a future 
with all its potential and opportunity.

Every child should grow up respected, 
loved, cherished, valued and affi rmed.

Sadly this is not the case as we hear heart-
breaking stories of children who are ne-
glected, abused, unloved, lonely, frightened 
and forsaken. In this year of young peo-
ple, my prayer is that every one of them will 
know the love of the God who is the mak-
er and keeper of their precious days and 
that we will be the community that cherish-
es and protects them every moment of their 
lives.
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George Street, Campbeltown

Sunday 14th January
11.15am  Worship Service

Rev Rodger Crooks
11.15am   Sunday School

Wednesday 17th January
12.30pm Bible Study and 

Prayer

All Welcome
www.campbeltownfreechurch.co.uk
Scottish Charity Number: SC046745

Burnside Street, Campbeltown
01586 552046

Sunday Services
10.30am Morning Service

(Army Kidz)
6.30pm Evening Worship

Wednesday
12.15pm Lunch Club
1.30pm C.A.M.E.O.

7.00 pm Make & Munch 
Craft  Group
Thursday

7.30pm Bible Study 
Majors Ben & Ruth Russell

All welcome

Campbeltown Corps
Church and Community Centre

Sunday Family Service
11.00 am

with Sunday school
followed by refreshments

Youth Fellowship
Check our Facebook page

for for details
Pastor Chris Holden

We meet at the Guide Hall, Kinloch Road
www.campbeltowncommunitychurch.co.uk

SC043322

LORNE AND 
LOWLAND

PARISH CHURCH
Scottish Charity Number 

SCO11686
Friday 12th January

Lunch Club 12.00 noon
Sunday 14th January

11.15am Morning Worship  
Creche, Triple C, Gen 1 

Rev W Crossan 
Tuesday 16th January 

9.45am Tiny Tots
New Hall 

Anchor Boys 6.00pm 
Junior Section 7.00pm

Church Hall
Company Section 7.15pm

New Hall 
Thursday 18th January  

Choir
Friday 19th January 

Lunch Club 12.00 noon   

SCO02493
Sunday 14 January 2018

The service will be conducted 
by Rev Anne McIvor
and will be held in the 

Church at 11.15am.
All welcome.

SPRINGBANK 
EVANGELICAL

CHURCH

75 Longrow, Campbeltown
Sunday 14th January

Family Communion Service
11.00am

Pastor Steve Davies
Wednesday 17th January

Bible study and prayer
7.30pm at the manse

All welcome
Enquiries 01586 551200

www.springbankchurch.co.uk  
SCO14646

CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND WEST 
LOCHFYNESIDE
Sunday 14th January 2018

Cumlodden 
Lochfyneside and 

Lochgair
Charity No. SC016097

Morning Service
in Cumlodden Church

at 10 am
Glenaray and Inveraray

Charity No. SC016665
Morning service

in Inveraray Church
at 11. 30 am

Monthly Gaelic Service
Lochgair Church  3pm

ALL WELCOME

Argyll Street, Campbeltown
St Kiaran Episcopal Church: 

Campbeltown
Scottish Charity No SC023277

Sunday 14th January
EPIPHANY 2

Morning Prayer 10.45am
followed by Theological 

Refl ection
 Enquiries Tel: 01586 551141

The Scottish Episcopal Church is a Province of 
the Worldwide Anglican Communion

LIVING STONES 
CHRISTIAN 

CENTRE
KILMARTIN

Sunday 14th January
Service at 11 a.m

Speaker: Graham McLean
‘Turn your eyes upon Jesus’

Followed by a light lunch
ALL WELCOME

CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

GLASSARY 
KILMARTIN 

and FORD 
PARISH 

CHURCH
14th January 2018

Morning Worship
Kilmartin  10am
Rev. C Acklam

Thurs 18th January
Messy Church 4pm - 6pm

Living Stones Hall, Kilmartin
All welcome
SC0 02121

NORTH KNAPDALE
PARISH CHURCH

Charity Number SC001002
Sunday 14 January

Tayvallich Church 11.30 am
Rev C Acklam 

Saturday 13 January
Achnamara Hall 10.30am

Café Connect
Achnamara Hall 12.30pm

Alpha 
Monday 15 January

Tayvallich Church 10.30am
Prayer Time

Thursday 18 January 
Messy Church 4-6pm

All Age Event
Living Stones, Kilmartin

All welcome
Enquiries 01546 606926
www.northknapdale.org

SCOTTISH 
EPISCOPAL 
CHURCHES
Christ Church
Bishopton Road, 

Lochgilphead
(SC013787)

Sundays 11.00am
Eucharist & Coffee

St Columba’s, 
Poltalloch

(SC031391)
1st Sunday of the month 

9.00am Holy 
Communion 

3rd Sunday of the month
3.30pm Evensong

Father Simon Mackenzie
01546 602315

ST MARGARET’S 
R.C. CHURCH

LOCHGILPHEAD
Holy Mass Sunday 10am

All Saints, Inveraray
Holy Mass Sunday 12.30pm

Fr. David Connor
01546 602380

All Welcome (SCO002876)

ARDRISHAIG AND
SOUTH KNAPDALE

PARISHES
(The Church of Scotland)

Sunday Services in
Ardrishaig at 11:00am
Achahoish at 12:30pm

Mid Week Pause
Wednesdays

from Noon till 2:00pm
in Ardrishaig Church.

Stay as long as you like
(includes corporate worship

12:45pm—1:15pm)
Feel free to come and go,

as you are able

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND

Sunday 14th January 2018
Skipness Service

10am Mr Tom McKay
Tarbert Service 11.30am
Kilberry Service  2pm

Rev Chris Brett
Everyone welcome

For all church enquiries and 
pastoral care

Contact Rev. Hilda Smith,
 Interim Moderator
on 07826 235735

Tarbert & Kilberry SCO02622
Skipness SCO04280

SKIPNESS LINKED 
WITH TARBERT 
LOCHFYNE AND 

KILBERRY

CHURCH NOTICES

ST. KIERAN R.C. 
ST JOHN ST, 

CAMPBELTOWN
01586 552160

Rev Tony Wood
Vigil Mass 6 pm

 (except 1st Saturday
 of month)

Sunday 10 am
All Welcome
(SCO02876)
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TEXT
FOR THE WEEK
‘Praise be to the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ!’ 
(1 Peter 1:2).

ENGAGEMENTS
GRAHAM - RONALD 
- Both families are 
delighted to announce 
the engagement of Derek, 
only son of Jim and the 
late Alison, of Falkirk, 
to Catherine Galbraith, 
younger daughter of 
Malcolm and Inez, Allt 
Mor, Southend.

OMAN - LAWLESS
Both families are 

delighted to announce the 
engagement of Christina, 

elder daughter of Les 
and Kate, Campbeltown, 
to Bernard, younger son 
of Brendan and Mary, 

Dublin, on December 26, 
2017, on Sandymount 

Beach, Dublin. 

DEATHS
BLOUNT - On January 
6, 2018, peacefully, 
at Ardfenaig Care 
Home, Ardishaig, Nora 
Blount, née White, in 
her 96th year, beloved 
wife of the late Joseph 
Blount, dearly loved 
mother of Frances and 
Josephine, mother-
in-law of David and 
grandmother of James. 
Funeral service will be 
held at St Brendan’s 
Church Skipness, on 
Tuesday, January 16 at 
12.00 noon, interment 
thereafter at Skipness 
Cemetery, to which all 
friends are respectfully 
invited.  Family fl owers 
only please, donations 
if desired to Ardfenaig 
Social Fund and Marie 
Curie Cancer Care.
CAMPBELL - At 
the Queen Elizabeth 
University Hospital, 
on January 5, 2018, 
Catherine (Katie), in her 
95th year, 21 Saddell 
Street, formerly of 
Knightswood, beloved 
wife of the late William, 
much loved mother of 
Bill, Catherine and John, 
and a dearly loved gran, 
great gran and great great 
gran.  Funeral service at 
Craigton Crematorium, 
Glasgow, on January 
15, 2018 at 10.30am.  
All family and friends 
respectfully invited.  
Family fl owers only.
LOMAX - Mary Jean 
Gray Lomax (née 
McIntyre), died from 
natural causes, on 
December 29, 2017, 
a few hours after 
admission to Broomfi eld 
Hospital, Chelmsford.

MACPHAIL - 
Peacefully, at Lorn and 
Islands Hospital, on 
January 2, 2018, Neil 
Alexander, devoted 
brother of Chrissie and a 
dearly loved uncle. Sorely 
missed.
MCCALLUM - 
Suddenly, at the Kintyre 
Care Home, Campbeltown, 
on January 7, 2018, Muriel 
McLellan, in her 68th year, 
formerly of Meadowpark, 
Campbeltown, dearly 
loved wife of Richard 
McCallum, much loved 
mum of Sharon and a 
loving sister and aunt.
MCISAAC - Peacefully, 
at the Campbeltown 
Hospital, on January 
3, 2018, Annie Watson 
McIsaac (Ann), in her 
75th year, 74 Ralston 
Road, Campbeltown, 
dearly beloved daughter 
of the late Robert and 
Margaret McIsaac, a dear 
sister and a loving and 
much loved aunt and great 
aunt.
MEAD - Peacefully, at 
the Kintyre Care Home, 
Campbeltown, on January 
3, 2018, with Vicky and 
Viv by his side, Ronald 
Mead (Ron), in his 89th 
year, dearly beloved 
husband of the late Vicky 
(Tory) and a much loved 
father, grandfather, great 
grandfather, brother and 
uncle.  Funeral private.
SHAW - On December 
29, 2017, suddenly in 
Campbeltown, William 
(Willie) Shaw, in his 90th 
year, beloved husband 
of the late Catherine, 
much loved brother of 
Duncan, dear bother-in-
law of Jean, dearly loved 
uncle of Brian and Janice 
and a much respected 
friend of many. Funeral 
service at St Brendan’s 
Church, Skipness, on 
Saturday, January 13 
at 11.00am, interment 
thereafter at Skipness 
Cemetery, to which all 
friends are respectfully 
invited. Family fl owers 
only please, donations if 
desired to St Brendan’s 
Church.
WILSON - Peacefully, 
at the Mid Argyll 
Hospital, on January 
7, 2018, Flora Wilson, 
née McArthur, aged 95 
years, of 26 Glenfyne 
Park, Ardrishaig, beloved 
wife of the late Thomas 
Wilson, much loved 
mother of Fiona, Libby 
and the late Sheila, 
Thomas and Margaret 
and a dearly loved granny 
and great granny.  A dear 
sister, aunt and cousin to 
all the family, and a good 
neighbour and dear friend 
to many.  Funeral service 
will be held in Ardrishaig 
Parish Church, today 
Friday, January 12, 2018, 
at 11.00am, thereafter to 
Achnabreac Cemetery.

WYLIE - Peacefully, at 
the Forth Valley Royal 
Hospital, on January 1, 
2018, Ann Wylie, in her 
82nd year, dearly beloved 
wife of Don, much loved 
mother of Finlay, William, 
Alex, Mark and Wallace, 
and a cherished granny to 
all of her grandchildren 
and great grandchildren.  
The service was held at 
Stenhouse and Carron 
Church, Stenhousemuir, 
on Thursday, January 11, 
2018.

ACKNOWLEDGE-
MENTS

COCKBURN - Joe and 
family would like to 
thank everyone for the 
many kind expressions 
of sympathy, cards 
and support received 
following the sad loss of 
Topsy, and to everyone 
who came to pay their 
respects. Grateful thanks 
to everyone who cared 
for Topsy, allowing her 
to stay at home. Special 
thanks to Rev Cliff 
Acklam for a comforting 
service, to Roddy 
and Fiona of Donald 
MacDonald Undertakers 
for a compassionate and 
effi cient service, and to 
Tayvallich Inn for lunch. 
A retiral collection of 
£800 was raised for 
Vasculitis Lauren Currie 
Twilight Foundation and 
Alzheimer Scotland.
MACCALLUM - Betty 
and family would like to 
thank all relatives, friends 
and neighbours for the 
many kind expressions of 
sympathy, cards, fl owers, 
phone calls, texts and 
visits received following 
their recent sad loss of 
Neil.  Special thanks to Dr 
Anderson, Campbeltown 
Acute Ward, Maggie 
Wilkieson -  Macmillan 
nurse and our wonderful 
Community Nursing 
Team, whose care was 
outstanding.  Thank you 
to Rev William Crossan 
for his visits and the 
personal touch of his 
uplifting service, to John 
Gallacher - Session Clerk 
and to Catherine Black 
for playing the organ so 
beautifully.  Thanks also 
to Kenneth Blair for his 
professional handling of 
all funeral arrangements 
and to the Argyll Hotel 
for catering. Finally, 
our heartfelt thanks 
to all who attended at 
church and graveside to 
pay their respects.  The 
retiring collection raised 
£1,416.37, to be shared 
between the Highland 
Parish Church and the 
Community Nursing 
Team - Kintyre Locality.
MCFARLANE - Jenny’s 
family wish to thank all 
those who have expressed 
their condolences and 
support, by word, card 
or gift, following their 
sad loss. Special thanks 
go to all the medical 
staff who treated Jenny, 
Rev Robert MacLeod for 
his thoughtful service, 
Stan Lupton for his 

professional handling of 
all funeral arrangements 
and Tarbert Hotel for 
an excellent purvey. 
Finally, a big thank you to 
everyone who paid their 
last respects at church and 
graveside, and donated 
£415 to Cancer Research 
UK.
MUNRO - Norman would 
like to thank everyone for 
the many kind expressions 
of sympathy, cards, 
letters and telephone 
calls received on the 
sad and sudden loss of 
Donald.  Special thanks 
to friends and neighbours 
for support in so many 
ways.  Thanks to local 
police and ambulance 
service.  My thanks to 
Rev David Carruthers 
for a comforting and 
uplifting service.  Thanks 
also to Roddy and staff 
from Donald MacDonald 
Funeral Directors for their 
effi cient service and to 
staff at the crematorium.  
Thanks to Ardardan 
Tearoom for catering, 
and fi nally, thank you to 
everyone who travelled to 
Cardross for the funeral 
service. 

IN MEMORIAMS
CAMPBELL - In loving 
memory of our dear son, 
Kenneth.
The years pass by but 
memories stay,
Loved and remembered 
every day.
- Love, Mum and Dad 
xxx.
CAMPBELL - In loving 
memory of our dear 
brother (Kenneth), who 
was taken from us on 
January 14, 2006.
My brother, my friend.
Thinking of you every 
day.
Missing you.
- David and Anne. 
MCLEAN - 
Remembering Bobby, 
loving husband, dad and 
best friend.
We thought of you today,
But that is nothing new,
We thought about you 
yesterday,
And days before that too.
We think of you in silence,
But always speak your name,
All we have are memories,
And your picture in a frame.
That twinkle in your eye,
And ever lasting smile,
Will never be forgotten,
Though you’ve been 
away a while.
January 9, 1988.
- Moira, Mhairi and William.
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TARBERT’S Cor-
ner House held a suc-
cessful pre-Christmas 
fundraising race night 
for Parkinson’s UK 
and the Myasthenia 
Gravis charity.

Plenty of fun and 
nonsense raised lots 
of cash and each char-
ity has since received 
a cheque for £1,591 
thanks to the generous 
Tarbert folk.

Organisers Margaret 
MacNeill and Duggie 
thank Martin, Allie and 

DRAWN on Monday January 8, the Kilmory 
Camanachd Club lottery draw numbers were 7, 
8 and 20. 

There were no winners so next week’s jackpot 
will be £800.

In the Inveraray Shinty Club lottery, the num-
bers were 6, 10 and 15. 

There were no winners this week so next week’s 
jackpot will be £1,300.

Tarbert Football Club’s lottery numbers for this 
week were 11, 16 and 19. 

There were no winners, so the jackpot for next 
week is £200.

WORLD-RENOWNED wildlife 
photographer and videographer 
John Aitchison will be in Mid Ar-
gyll on the evening of Friday Jan-
uary 12.

John, who has worked on Planet 
Earth, The Hunt, Big Cat Diaries, 
Frozen Planet, Life Stories, Spring-
watch and Life, to name a few, will 
join in a discussion around his life 
and career, including the fi lming 
of scenes for the spectacular series 
Planet Earth II.

As the event is organised by the 
Mid Argyll Fundraising Group for 

Marie Curie, all proceeds will go 
to the charity. There may also be 
an opportunity to buy John’s lat-
est book. Tickets, priced £5, will be 
available at the door but can also be 
bought in advance in Lochgilphead 
from the Sweetie Jar, Stewart Bal-
four & Sutherland, The Argyll Book 
Centre and directly from committee 
members.

Everyone is welcome to come 
along to Lochgilphead Joint Cam-
pus to meet John Aitchison and en-
joy ‘The view from behind the lens 
– a discussion’, which starts at 7pm.

A GOLDFISH from 
Lochgilphead is 
making waves online 
after appearing in 
the Argyllshire 
Advertiser’s Pet Idol 
competition.

A Facebook page 
has been set up for 
Daniel the Goldfi sh, 
which has seen his 
head superimposed 
onto a number of dif-
ferent scenarios, such 
as on Donald Trump's 
hair, with the caption 
‘Make Lochgilphead 
great again’.

This isn’t the only 
president the fi sh has 
surfaced alongside. 
He was also imposed 
onto Barack Obama, 
with the tagline ‘Yes 
we Dan’.

The Daniel the 
Goldfi sh from Loch-
gilphead Facebook 
page was set up on 

December 23 last 
year and amassed 
146 fans.

Writing on the page, 
the admin said: ‘Do 
you see any gold 
dogs or gold sheep 
in the competition? 
No. There is only one 
goldfi sh. Keep the 
dream alive.’

Daniel, vying to 
win the popular Pet 
Idol competition for 
2017/18, has also ap-
peared on the cover 
of Oasis’s ‘Danfi nite-
ly’ Maybe album and 
in the band ‘Gold-
play’.

The Lochgilp-
head star has also 
been seen playing for 
‘Dan’ United.

There are dozens 
of pictures portray-
ing Daniel in various 
roles, but these are a 
few of our favourites.

Sports club lottery 
draw numbers

Daniel the Goldfish – internet star

Nature film-maker 
in Lochgilphead chat

John Aitchison. 

Where it all happens: The Corner House. 

Generous Tarbert folk race to help charity
Tracy for sorting out 
the bets, Lynne for put-
ting together and print-
ing the programmes, 
Ricky for his some-
times ‘blue’ compering 
skills, all the race and 
raffl e sponsors, and all 
the wonderful people 
who turned up to make 
it a great night.

Letters of thanks have 
been received from the 
charities, which are de-
lighted with the contin-
ued support.

Margaret said: ‘This 
is a fantastic amount 
of money to raise, es-

pecially at that time of 
year. We are so lucky 

to live in such a gener-
ous village.’
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Testing conditions at 
Dunoon shoot
LIGHT and heavy 
showers made for a 
testing competition at 
Dunoon and District 
Clay Target Club’s fi rst 
shoot of 2018 on Tues-
day January 2.

Despite the condi-
tions, there was a large 
turn-out of 36 senior 
guns and two juniors.  
In addition to the main 
50 target ‘down the 
line’ competition for 
the J E Jacobson Tro-
phy, there was a popu-
lar Pool Trap event.

Only fi ve points sepa-
rated the fi rst fi ve plac-
es, with a three-way tie 
for fourth place. 

For the second time in 
three years, the trophy 
went to Alan Brown of 
Bute, who shot a solid 
round of 145 ex 150.

Second place with 
143 went to Tam 
Young from North Ayr-
shire.

Athletics 
galore in 
Lochgilphead
MID ARGYLL Athlet-
ics Club will host its 
annual sports hall ath-
letics competition on 
Sunday January 21 at 
Lochgilphead Joint 
Campus. Events will 
begin at noon, with en-
tries accepted from 
11.30am. There will be 
a number of events for 
children aged under 
seven to under 17.

Athletes successful 
at the competition will 
qualify for the Argyll 
fi nal at Atlantis Lei-
sure in Oban on Sun-
day March 18.

Events on the day in-
clude three and six lap 
time trials, high jump, 
standing long and tri-
ple jumps and speed 
bounce. Under sevens 
through to under 11s 
can compete in javelin 
with shot putt availa-
ble for under 13s up to 
under 17s.

Entry fees are £2 per 
competitior and £5 for 
families of three or 
more. For information 
Bill MacCallum on w_
maccallum@hotmail.
com.

Alan Brown, winner of the J E Jacobson Trophy, with the other high guns. Left to right: John Docherty, 
Leighton Reid, David Mundell, Alan Brown, Derek Street, Tam Young and Ted Blakeway. 

In third place with 
142 was Leighton Reid 
from Bute.

Three guns on 141 
tied for fourth place; 
Derek Street, Glen-
daruel;  Ted Blakeway, 
Glendaruel and John 
Docherty, Bute.

Craig MacKay, 
Dunoon, was the lead-
ing junior, closely fol-
lowed by Josh Cowan, 
Bute.  

The Pool Trap was 
won by David Mun-
dell, Blairgowrie, after 
a closely-fought shoot 
off.

The club thanks all 
the visitors for their 
support and Amanda 
and Willie Arthur and 
the other volunteers 
who helped the event 
run smoothly.

For more informa-
tion on club fi xtures go 
to: www.dunoonand-
district-ctc.com.

THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £1600
SPOT THE BALL

All you have to do
We have removed the football from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where 
you think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum 
of 10 attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1. If you wish to 
have more attempts, you must enter on separate coupons.  
The game starts with a jackpot of £250 and will increase by 
£50 per week until it is won outright.
To win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must be in the 
exact centre of the ball.
Entry will be void if crosses overlap. Prizes will be shared 
between those submitting correct entries.
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 
will be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will 
be awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 
per 10 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to reach 
"Spot the Ball" Competition, The Campbeltown Courier, 
Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll 
PA28 6AE by 4pm on Tuesday. No refunds will be given for 
entries received after the deadline. You may hand it into The 
Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown by the 
same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, 
mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as 
proof of delivery.
The company’s decision will be final on all matters relating to 
the competition and no correspondence will be entered into. 
The final decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition 
null and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make 
full refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has 
entered the competition at that time.
Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their immediate 
relatives and any persons otherwise connected with the 
competition are ineligible to enter.

I enclose £1 for 10 crosses (tick box)  The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 10, but you 
may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide 
by the rules. How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Ten crosses may be put on this coupon 
for £1. Crosses must not overlap Send to ‘Spot the Ball’ Competition, Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, 
Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6AE

LAST 
WEEK’S 
BALL 
WAS 
HERE. . .

Name ...................................................................................................................
Address ...............................................................................................................
.......................................................................... Tel No. .......................................

Please 
tape your 

£1 coin here
(if posting)

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

M Rutter
Furnace, Argyll
&
L Nicolson & 
M Paterson
Campbeltown
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Coach sets goals as 2018 
beckons
FINISHING 2017 at 
the top of the Scottish 
Amateur Football Pre-
mier League (SAFL) 
two, Lochgilphead Red 
Star have had a blister-
ing start to the SAFL 
season, losing only one 
game away to rivals 
Millbeg.  

The Argyllshire Ad-
vertiser spoke to man-
ager Dougie Moore 
about his hopes for the 
team in the new year.

What does the year 
ahead hold for Red 
Star?
In the next six months 
we’ve got aspirations 
to get promoted or pos-
sibly win the league. 

We’ve had a real-
ly good start from Au-
gust up until now. We 
have played 11, won 
10 and lost one. How-
ever, we are yet to play 
Duntocher, Easthall 
and Castlemilk home 
and away, so that will 
be a big determination 
whether we get pro-
moted or possibly sur-
pass that.

Targets for the year 
ahead and for this 
time next year?
We aren’t really look-

Emily Jamison
editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

Lochgilphead Red Star have enjoyed a successful start to the season, � nishing 2017 top of the league. 
08_a02redstar07

Red Star ended 2017 on top of the Premier 2 league table. 

ing any further than 
to the end of the sea-
son at the moment. We 
hope to bring in anoth-
er couple of committee 
members that have re-
cently moved into the 
area.  Our hope is they 
will bring in new ideas 
and help take the club 
forward in terms of fi -
nance and sponsorship.

Players worth 
watching?
This year we’ve had 
fi ve players picked for 
the Scottish Amateur 
League Select which 
is the fi rst time that has 
happened in our histo-
ry. 

When it comes to 
players to watch, we 
have a number of ex-
cellent young play-
ers like Aaron Moore, 
Kieran Moore, Lee 
McLean and Kyle Sel-
fridge, all of whom 
were involved in the 
SAFL Select side. Both 
myself and Andy Weir 
have tried to build a 
really good team eth-
ic within the group 
and this comes to light 
when the boys are 
playing competitive-
ly in the league and 
cup games. We’ve also 
signed Cammy Mac-
Donald, who has won a 

number of league titles 
with Livingston FC. 
 He has been coach-
ing in America for a 
number of years and 
to have someone with 
Cammy’s experience 
involved with the club 
can only benefi t us.

Most memorable 
moment?
The best moment from 
the season was prob-
ably seeing the boys 
start the season with 
a convincing fi ve nil 
away win against Ar-
gyll rivals Tarbert AFC 
and the way the boys 
have progressed from 
where they were at the 
end of last season.

It’s been challeng-
ing over the last cou-
ple of years. I have 
only been back in the 
job for 18 months, but 
to see the boys contin-
ually progressing and 
learning all the time 
is great. The majority 
of the boys are young, 
with a few experienced 
players included in the 
group. 

The boys getting 
picked for the select 
team is a bonus for 
them to test themselves 
against a higher cali-
bre of player from top 
leagues.

Any messages     
for the fans?
The Soccer Centre has 
been doing a fantas-
tic job for a number of 
years now with 90 per 
cent of our team in-
volved with the cen-
tre or Lochgilphead 
Red Star YFC teams 
throughout the years. 

The coaches deserve 
tremendous credit for 
continuing to put the 
hours in. They have 
a lot of youth teams 
coming through that 
compete in Oban. The 
2004’s group are do-
ing really well again 
this year. My mes-
sage would probably 

be keep supporting us 
and we’ll keep trying 
to progress and bring 
youngsters in to play 
with the team.

Are there any
club New Year
resolutions?
Last year when we 
started back in Janu-
ary we hadn’t played 
for maybe four or fi ve 
weeks, and went into 
the fi rst few games of 
the new year thinking 
the fi tness levels would 
still be there. 

‘We were only do-
ing one night of train-
ing a week at that 
point, so this year we 
have gone back to two 
nights, stepping the fi t-
ness back up to almost 
pre-season level again. 

Keeping it in the family: manager Dougie Moore, 
centre, with sons Kieran and Aaron. 08_a02redstar01

The team is now training twice a week to keep 
� tness levels up. 08_a02redstar04

Australian goalkeeper Luke Kalache shows o�  the 
‘muscles’ that help him in goals. 08_a02redstar02


