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Argyll poultry farmer would be ‘goosed’ by bird flu measures

AS BRITAIN braces itself
for a possible outbreak of
avian flu one Argyll poultry
farmer believes that even
the disease precautions
could see him forced out of
business.

The Scottish Executive

Dig now, or

wait until after

summer season?

Rockfield dive in for second swim win

LESS than four weeks
before a ban on smoking in
public places comes into
place on March 26, Argyll
and Bute Council’s
management of the
legislation has been called
into question by the
licensed trade.

The council held a
meeting with licensees in
Inveraray on Monday at
which several concerns
were raised. Chief amongst
these was the enforcement
of curfews at pubs and
clubs with late licences.
Licensees asked Susan
Mair, head of legal and
protective services at Argyll

and Bute Council, whether
customers who left licensed
premises to smoke outside
after the curfew would be
allowed to re-enter, but were
told that no definitive
conclusion had been reached
by the council.

No conclusion
Susan Mair said: ‘Argyll

and Bute’s two licensing
boards met last month to
discuss the smoking ban,
and curfews was one of the
issues discussed.
Unfortunately, there was no
conclusion from the
meeting.’

Amongst the council’s
suggested solutions for the

problem was the end of
curfews within Argyll and
Bute, allowing customers to
enter pubs and clubs until
closing time.

It was also suggested that
pubs employ more stewards
to monitor those customers
leaving and entering
premises, possibly through
use of a hand-stamping
system.

But licensees were furious
that the council had yet to
decide how curfews would
be managed. One licensee
said: ‘Either you have a
curfew or you don’t.

‘I am 100 per cent behind
the smoking ban but we

need to have firm guidance
and decisions from the
council.’

The wording of the ban
also caused confusion for
some licensees, who asked
whether smoking would be
permitted in beer gardens or
outdoor shelters.

Other issues which it was
feared could cause
problems once the ban
comes into effect included
an increase in noise and
litter from smokers
congregating outside pub
doors, which Sergeant
Mark Brier of Strathclyde
Police conceded ‘will make
policing more difficult’.

Smoking ban debate heats up as date nears

Double medal winners at this year’s inter-school swimming competition,
from left, Ruth Preston, Cameron Welsh and Rosie Matheson with the shield

for best overall school, Rockfield. t09swm01

ROCKFIELD Primary School pupils
prevailed in the pool as it won its second
inter-school championship at Atlantis
Leisure, Oban.

More than 100 children from 10 schools
throughout Lorn competed in 13 races.

Defending champions Rockfield showed
it has a wealth of talent in the pool and
three team members collected two
individual medals each. Rockfield also
won the only team race, the 4x25m
freestyle and picked up the inter-schools
swimming shield for the best overall team.

The event, sponsored by Mathesons

Furnishings, was organised by Atlantis
Leisure, Active Schools and Oban Otters.

Every pupil who swam in the
competition has been given a voucher for
a free swim at Atlantis Leisure.

The next inter-school swimming
competition will be in October at the
sports festival weekend.

This event has given a kick-start to
Swimathon 2006.

Atlantis Leisure is one of 500 UK pools
taking part in the event in which swimmers
will raise money for NCH children’s charity
between March 23-26.

Oban digs

deep for

Alzheimer

Scotland

IT WAS standing room only
on Saturday evening in
McTavish’s Kitchens as a
wealth of local talent
provided entertainment at
the Alzheimer Scotland’s
Oban and Lorn branch
ceilidh.

The audience showed its
appreciation by digging
deep and helping to raise
more than £3,000 for the
charity.

The occasion was all the
more special by being
organised by sixth year
Oban High School pupil
Kyle Lockhart, supported
by Oban FM.

With Kyle’s contacts
through his radio
programme and through
school, tickets for the
ceilidh were sold to all age
groups and there was
something for everyone in
terms of entertainment.

The first half of the
ceilidh consisted of the
audience being entertained
by the likes of Atomic
Piseag, Oban High School
Gaelic Choir, Oban High
School Pipe Band,
Highland dancer Carrie
Robertson, and a ceilidh
band made up of Ian
Simmonds, Archie
Cameron, Alastair Currie
and Willie Buchanan, all
ably introduced and joined
by Duncan Forgrieve.

The dance tunes also got
the young folk leaping to
the dance floor and
encouraging the more
mature members to take to
the floor in the second half
of the evening.

Alongside the dancing and
singing, a very well-stocked
tombola stall was wiped
clean within the first hour
and everyone was
‘persuaded’ at the door to buy
raffle tickets. There was
even a bottle of Bollinger
limited edition Millennium
champagne which was
donated and auctioned off
for the bargain price of £30.

Kyle thanked all the
performers who took part,
Oban FM, the ceilidh band,
Alan McKechnie, Tina
Robertson, Pamela Lockhart
and the Alzheimer
committee. Oban and Lorn
branch secretary of
Alzheimer Scotland Henry
Woodman, Connel, said: ‘It
is a fantastic result. Kyle
did almost all the work
himself. I would like to thank
the local people because it
was a huge turn-out.’

OBAN could wait another
year before roads are
resurfaced in the town
centre, rather than suffer
congestion during the busy
summer season.

It is a quandary that Argyll
and Bute Council has to
face;  BEAR or its
successor Transerve wants
to carry out road
resurfacing, including
George Street, and Scottish
Water wants to replace an
old, dilapidated stretch of
pipe on part of George
Street.

Common sense says the
water repairs should come
first.

But in this case timing is
everything.

The leader of Argyll and
Bute Council Councillor
Allan Macaskill wrote to
the chief executive of
Scottish Water calling for a
meeting to discuss the
issue.

‘This is of some
considerable concern to the
council and I wish to
ascertain from you the
projected start date of the
works in Oban town centre
and the date you envisage
completion,’ Councillor
Macaskill wrote.

Important
‘This information is

extremely important as we
do not wish the works to be
in progress during our
summer season when the
town will be full of tourists
and the works must be
completed before the work
schemed by the trunks
roads authority
commences.’

Councillor Macaskill told
The Oban Times: ‘I have
now got a meeting with
Scottish Water but it is not
until April 21.’

 He added that faced with
the threat of the town centre
being dug up during the

summer season the council
would want the work put
off for another year.

A spokesman for Scottish
Water said: ‘We are
working it out with the
council just now.

‘We would still like to
replace the pipe. It is bit of
a complex job and we have
to get the timing right and
work it about with the
various interested parties.’

David Webster of Oban,
when serving as a
councillor, called for an
assurance that there would
never be  road works
carried out in Oban town
centre during the summer
season.

Preferable
Bill Matthews, chairman

of Oban and Lorn Tourist
Association, said: ‘It is
preferable, if logistics allow
for it [roadworks] not to
happen in summer.’

Mr Matthews

remembered that last time
Oban had roads resurfaced
during the summer season
a few years ago, the
decision was made to work
during the night to
minimise disruption.

‘It was awful the last time,
they were pretty quick but
with the smell and the noise
it was a nightmare.’

Lights
Even without the threat of

Oban’s George Street being
dug up, visitors throughout
Argyll have major
roadworks to navigate with
traffic lights currently on
the A85 near Tyndrum and
again at roadworks near
Connel.

The A815 Dunoon road
has experienced long
delays at Strachur, while
major work at the Crinan
Canal in Ardrishaig has
seen the A83 road closed
with diversions in place
during the night.

Council

defends

archive

decision

ARGYLL and Bute
Council will continue to
provide an archive service,
it was announced this week.

The decision not to
replace council archivist
Murdo MacDonald when
he retires was met with
dismay  and the letters page
of The Oban Times has
bulged with protests.

The council issued a
statement on Tuesday
defending its move and
saying it had  no wish to cut
services: ‘In each of the last
10 years the council has had
to make significant budget
reductions to work within
the finance made available
by the government and an
affordable council tax.

‘The council will continue
to provide an archive
service although there will
be a reduced level of
service from full to part-
time. The service will focus
on ensuring that records  are
conserved in an efficient
appropriate manner so that
the Argyll and Bute archive
is available for future
generations.’

SCOTTISH Opera arrived
with a bang at Dunbeg
Primary School on
Tuesday.

The educational wing of the
national opera company took
pupils from Dunbeg and

neighbouring Achaleven
primary and laid on a
performance of The Big
Bang, a musical look at
energy and environmental
issues. Copies of the songs
are sent out to the schools

in advance for the children
to learn, then two weeks
before the performance a
pianist from Scottish Opera
visits the schools to help
polish their performances.

On the big day a van

arrived packed full of opera
singers and costumes, a
morning rehearsal took place
and then a dress rehearsal in
front of school mates
followed by a performance
for parents and friends.

Opera comes to school with a bang

Enterprising

network

conference

A CONFERENCE for new
businesses is to be held at
the Scottish Association of
Marine Science, Dunstaff-
nage.

Hosted by Argyll and the
Islands Enterprise, the
afternoon event on March
13 aims to help new
businesses get to grips with
networking, sales and
marketing.

Ken Abernethy, chief
executive of the enterprise
company, said: ‘It is aimed
at anyone who has either
been in business for a short
time, or for people just
taking the first steps into
setting up their own
business.’

Amongst other things, the
conference will cover
international sales for small
businesses. People can
register to take part online
or by telephone.

believes the bird flu risk is
low but nevertheless has
had an Aviation Influenza
Contingency Plan for some
time.Hew Service of
Highland Geese, Ardfern,
said that he had not yet
taken any measures to

prevent the disease
reaching his flock but said
that the worst case scenario
could see him going out of
business.

Mr Service, who produces
and sells organic geese, said
that the only way to ensure

the disease did not take hold
would be to keep the geese
indoors, something that
would affect the free-range
status of the geese and affect
the viability of his product.

He said: ‘The cost of
feeding them inside rather

than having them grazing
on grass would change the
whole structure of the cost
of the geese.  As a result, if
the worst looks likely, we
probably won’t produce
this year. There is no point
in offering geese reared

inside instead of free range
geese; it is a totally different
concept. It is not a
particularly happy scene at
the moment.’

Mr Service was also
critical at the lack of clear
information and advice

coming from the authorities
about bird flu.

‘We don’t even know
what compensation
arrangements will be made
if poultry farms are
affected.

‘I spoke to the National

Farmers Union Scotland
(NFUS) last week and they
thought that any birds that
die as a result of avian flu
will not be compensated for
but there will be
compensation for birds
destroyed in a cull.’

*[HhbEgB/487020]ŸŸŸ+M-vŸ.
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Iomairt nan sgoiltean Ghàidhlig

Tha pàrantan ann an Uibhist-a-Deas air aontachadh Sgoil
Staoinibrig a chruthachadh mar sgoil Ghàidhlig a-mhàin, ach
tha ceist mu choinneimh dè thachras ann an sgìrean eile sna h-
eileanan.

Tha Comhairle nan Eilean Siar an dòchas ceithir bun-sgoiltean
a stèidheachadh mar sgoiltean anns nach bithear a’ teagasg
Beurla sam bith. ‘S iad sin Staoinibrig, Cairinish, Loch nam
Madadh is Breascleit.

Ged a chaidh taic a thoirt dhan mholadh ann an Staoinibrig
nochd mòran cheistean mu dheidhinn a’ phlana aig
coinneimhean poblach sna h-aitichean eile far a bheilear an
dòchas a chur air adhart.

Thèid co-dhùnadh a dhèanamh air a’ chùis nas fhaide air a’ mhìos.
Thuirt iar-chathraiche comataidh foghlaim na comhairle,

Morag Rothach, gum bu chòir do dhuine sam bith aig a bheil
beachdan air a’ chùis sgrìobhadh chun a’ chomhairle agus gum
faigheadh gach beachd èisteachd.
Parents in South Uist have agreed to classify Stoneybridge
School as all-Gaelic, however, uncertainty remains over the situ-
ation in other island areas.

Western Isles Council are hoping to establish four primary
schools as ones which will cease delivering English education.

They are Stoneybridge, Carinish, Lochmaddy and Breasclete.
Although the proposal was given support in Stoneybridge a

number of questions were raised at public meetings in the other
identified areas.

A final decision will be made later this month.
Council vice-chairman of education, Morag Munro urged all

those with a view on the proposal to write to the council and
their views would be taken into account.

Eachdraidh ri thighinn beò

Thèid eachdraidh baile Steòrnabhaigh a thoirt beò an dèidh
chaidh taic airgid luach £1.2 millean fhaighinn.

Thèid airgead a’ chrannchur nàiseanta a chleachdadh gus ath-
nuadhachadh a thoirt air seann thoglaichean a’ bhaile.

Bidh an amas sa chiad dol a-mach air leasachaidhean aig talla
a’ bhaile, ach thatar an dòchas grunn obraichean eile a chur air
adhart cuideachd.

‘S ann tro Stòras Dhualchais a’ Chrannchur Nàiseanta a thàinig
an airgead, an dèidh chaidh tagradh thuca bho Chomhairle nan
Eilean Siar.

Thuirt manasdair an stòrais ann an Alba, Cailean
MacIlleathain: ‘Tha mac-talla de dhualchas coimhearsnachd
beothail, an dòigh-beatha agus am pàirt cudromach a bh’aige
ann an eaconmaigh nan Eilean Siar, ri fhahghinn ann am
meadhan baile Steòrnabhaigh.

‘ ‘S e fìor dòigh air an dualchas seo a chleachadh a tha anns
an sgeama seo, chan ann a-mhàin airson na laithean a dh’fhalbh
a chomharrach, ach airson an àm ri teachd a dhèanamh nas
inntinniche anns an làrach eachdraidheil seo.’
The history of Stornoway town centre is set to be brought back
to life thanks to a £1.2 million package awarded to Comhairle
nan Eilean Siar.

The National Lottery money will be used to renovate old build-
ings in the town. The aim in the first instance will be on devel-
oping the town hall, but it is hoped a number of other projects
will also be undertaken.

The money was secured through the National Lottery Heritage
Fund, following an application by the Western Isles Council.

Fund manager for Scotland Colin McLean said: ‘Stornoway
town centre echoes with the heritage of a vibrant community,
its way of life and the traditions that played such a vital part in
the economy of the Western Isles.

‘The scheme is a great way of using this heritage, not just to
celebrate the past but also to create an exciting future for this
historic area.’

Duais tiops

Chaidh buth, bheag biadh, a tha suidhichte ann an fìor cheann-
a-tuath Leòdhais, ainmeachadh mar aon de cheathrar as fheàrr
ann am Breatainn a tha reic iasg is tiops.

Tha Sweeny Codd air a ruith le Calum MacSuain is a’ bhean,
Pam, ann am baile Thàboist ann an sgìre Nis. Dh’fhosgail iad
còrr is bliadhna air ais.

A rèir a’ phàipeir-naidheachd, an Independent, a rinn sgrùdadh
air a’ chùis, tha an iasg is tiops a gheibh thu ann an Nis cho
math ri gin sam bith san dùthaich.

Thuirt Pam NicSuain: ‘Chur seo iongnadh mòr oirnn agus bha
e math dha-rìribh gun deach ar n-ainmeachadh. Tha e a’
ciallachadh gu bheil ar luchd-ceannachd doigheil agus ‘s e sin
an rud as cudromaiche.’
A small food outlet, based at the northern tip of Lewis, has been
nominated as one of the four best fish and chip shops in Britain.

Sweeny Codd is run by Malcolm MacSween and his wife, Pam,
in the village of Habost in the district of Ness. They opened
over a year ago.

According to the newspaper, the Independent, which conducted
a survey, the fish and chips served in Ness are among the best
in the country.

Pam MacSween said: ‘This was a total surprise and it’s very
exciting to have been nominated. It means our customers are
pleased and that’s the most important thing.’

A UNIQUE and exciting
arts project is being set up
to take the story of Europe’s
most isolated and western
archipelago to the heart of
Europe.

The collaboration of art-
ists and designers from six
countries will see the story
of St Kilda broadcast from
the island chain 50 miles
out in the Atlantic from the
Western Isles next year,
with the aid of hi-speed
internet and satellite links.

This unique musical

event, which will coincide
with the 2007 Year of High-
land Culture, is being co-
ordinated by Proiseact nan
Eilean, the Gaelic arts
agency based in Storno-
way.

Culture lost
A spokesman said one

aim was to bring back to
life an island culture that
has been lost, in the form
of a musical production
which will be simultane-
ously broadcast to the six
countries involved.

The story of St Kilda and
that of the inhabitants who
peopled it for at least 1,000
years will be remembered
through their links with Vi-
king, Celtic and early
Christian traditions.

Artists and designers from
Scotland, France, Belgium,
Germany and Slovakia are
being invited to take part,
as well as Austria where the
Hallstatt area is regarded
today as the cradle of Celtic
civilisation.

Proiseact nan Eilean also

hopes to bring together the
concept of environment and
contemporary creation and
forge a strong and symbolic
link between Celtic cultural
vestiges preserved in St
Kilda and other north Eu-
ropean island cultures.

The spokesman added:
‘The island at the end of the
world, as it was to many
Europeans, has a rich and
unique culture of its own.

‘The ‘birdmen’ of St
Kilda would scratch a liv-
ing from this isolated archi-

pelago. It was a harsh and
bleak existence. Now, using
modern technology, the
whole of Europe will be
able to witness the dramatic
unfolding of this unique
musical event.

‘We strongly hope to cre-
ate a prototype of inter-Eu-
ropean artistic co-opera-
tion, a European network of
artistic interest, in the form
of a creative laboratory
whose aim will be to de-
velop and promote new
playwriting and use of tech-

nological tools highlighting
artistically the importance
of a collective European
memory.’

The project also intends to
promote the integral use of
European choral traditions
in the production.

Hirta
Hirta, the only inhabited

part of the tiny archipelago,
was evacuated in 1930 at
the request of the islanders,
who felt they could no
longer sustain their way of
life.

The menfolk were re-
nowned for their agility and
ability to scale the sheer,
terrifyingly high cliffs in
order to gather birds’ eggs
and the birds themselves for
food vital to the islanders’
survival.

Proiseact nan Eilean’s
board of directors includes
Scottish ethnologist and
singer Dr Margaret
Bennett, broadcaster Agnes
Rennie, chairwoman, and
former Runrig frontman
Donnie Munro.

St Kilda project aims to remember a culture from the edge of Europe

A TRULY unique drama
experience bursts onto the
stage in Stornoway before
starting a tour of the High-
lands and islands.

Internationally acclaimed
Lewis novelist and poet
Kevin MacNeil, has joined
forces with the local profes-
sional theatre company
theatreHebrides to produce
an original new play, The
Callanish Stoned.

The premiere promises to
be an unforgettable night’s
entertainment at An
Lanntair Arts Centre on Fri-
day, March 10 with two
shows the following day.

The tour begins on Tues-
day, March 14 with a per-
formance at Sgoil

Kevin MacNeil at the Callanish Stones.

Stones on stage in Stornoway

Lionacleit, in Benbecula,
and covers Highland and
Lowland venues before cul-
minating in two shows at a
prestigious drama festival
in Ipswich.

‘I had a great deal of fun
writing The Callanish
Stoned,’ said Kevin, whose
recent novel The Stornoway
Way was hailed as a classic
of contemporary Scottish
literature.

‘There’s a great deal of
comedy in it and the sound-
track is amazing.

‘My ambition was to
write a play that gets young
people of all ages laughing.
Some of the humour will
appeal to younger adults
but much of it is verbally-

based and sophisticated
enough to appeal to all
ages. I basically wrote the
kind of play that I myself
would have loved to go and
see!’

Rehearsals are now
underway for the play
which is directed by Muriel
Ann Macleod, with a com-
pany of actors including
well-known comedy per-
formers David Walker and
Carina Macleod.

The younger members of
the company include the
emerging talents David
Fitzgerald, Neil McNulty,
Fiona Morrison and
Annabelle Nicol.

The play focusses on a
group of three friends and

the insights they gain about
life and each other as they
attempt to travel to the
Callanish Stones for the
Summer Solstice. Their
journey is far from straight-
forward as they encounter
a variety of eccentric char-
acters.

Complementing the per-
formance is some inspiring
new music from acclaimed
local musician Willie
Campbell which will be
played live on electric gui-
tar at each performance.

The tour will take in the
Aros Centre Portree on
March 15, Sabhal Mor
Ostaig, Skye on March 16
and Fort William Nevis
Centre on March 25.

Charities gain from first

Lloyds TSB awards of 2006

TWO charities in Argyll and Bute are to benefit from the first
Lloyds TSB Foundation for Scotland awards for 2006.

Argyll Council for Voluntary Service has been given £10,000
towards the salary of an administration officer and is condi-
tional on the post being filled.

Also to benefit is Cowal Community Care Forum, which has
received £23,355 to cover the costs of a part-time communica-
tions officer, again conditional on the post being filled.

Lloyds TSB Foundation has awarded around £800,000 in its
first round of awards to grassroots charities.

The foundation was set up in 1985 as an independent charita-
ble trust to receive annually one per cent of TSB’s pre-tax prof-
its which is then given out to support local community groups.

Highland community groups received a total of £74,301 and
the Western Isles area benefited to the tune of £18,218.

A SERIES of roadshows is
being held across Argyll
and Bute by the local au-
thority to encourage young
people from the area to
have a career in local gov-
ernment.

The ‘Grow Our Own’
scheme offers school
leavers and young gradu-
ates in the area the chance
to join a two-year training
programme with Argyll and
Bute Council so they can
experience a variety of jobs
in the council.

Lochgilphead High
School was the venue for
the first roadshow, where
Director of Community
Services Douglas Hendry
and Director of Develop-
ment Services George
Harper talked to pupils
about career opportunities
in the council.

Argyll and Bute

Council aims to

‘grow our own’ staff

Among those with the two
directors were Laura
Cameron, Lochgilphead, and
Shona Strachan, Portincaple,
Rothesay, two of the first to
join the scheme as manage-
ment trainees.

They began their training
in July and are hoping to
gain permanent positions
with the council when their
training ends in the summer
of 2007.

Council leader Councillor
Allan Macaskill said: ‘In an
area like Argyll and Bute it
can be difficult to retain
young local people because
of a lack of career opportu-
nities. We have recognised
the problems this presents
in recruiting for the coun-
cil particularly and we are
trying to address the situa-
tion with the ‘Growing Our
Own’ initiative.’

A LOCHABER Highland
councillor believes Scottish
Transport Minister Tavish
Scott is sending out a mixed
message with plans to
spend £3 million on Gaelic-
English road signs by 2008.

Councillor Michael
Foxley says it is hard to see
why the minister wants to omit
Gaelic-English signs from the
A9, as it goes through an area
with a long history of Gaelic
heritage and is the major
route to Inverness and the
Highlands from the south.

‘Respect’
‘It is very important for

the growing number of
Gaelic speakers to see that
their language gets the
same respect and place in
everyday use as English
does.’

He said bilingual signs
gave visitors and locals a
sense of place – a visual
indication that they were in
an area with a different lan-

Gaelic

road signs

carry

mixed

messages

guage and culture.
‘I am in favour of putting

bilingual signs when exist-
ing monolingual signs are
being replaced,’ he said.

‘I would also like to see
anglicised Gaelic words
taken out altogether and re-
placed with the Gaelic
original.’

Mr Scott’s plans were also
criticised by another High-
land councillor, but for an-
other reason.

David Munro, vice-chair-
man of TEC Services, re-
mained unconvinced about
the necessity of Gaelic-
English road signs. He pre-
ferred the money to be
spent on upgrading the
Highlands’ roads or on
other transport services.

‘Many of our roads are in
poor condition, we need a
major upgrade of roads
around Inverness and peo-
ple want the A9 dualled and
the A82 upgraded,’ he said.

Councillor Foxley added:
“There is no sense in re-
placing perfectly service-
able signs.

‘They can be replaced
when existing signs wear
out, or when the executive
decides the style of signage
is to change.

‘If the executive ap-
proached the matter in that
way, they would have
enough money left over to
put the signs on the A9 as
well.’

Mr Scott said good
progress had been made to
provide bilingual signs on
the A82 between Tarbet and
Inverness and on west coast
trunk roads through main-
land communities where
Gaelic was spoken and
leading to the Western Isles
ferry ports of Kennacraig,
Oban, Uig and Ullapool.

Almost £1m had been
spent on signs on the A87
(Loch Cluanie to Uig),
A887 (Invermoriston to
Loch Cluanie), A830 (Fort
William to Mallaig) and
A835 (Maryburgh to
Ullapool).Work on the
A828 (Ballachulish to
Connel Bridge) at an esti-
mated cost of £230,000, is
due to take place in 2006-
07. Signs for the A85
(Tyndrum to Oban), the
A82 and the A83 (Tarbet to
Kennacraig) at an estimated
cost of £1.6m are scheduled
for 2007-08 onwards.

A SIXTEEN-year-old
youth from Oban has been
fined a total of £550 and
banned from obtaining a
driving licence for 18
months.

Harry Clark, 2 Lawe Cot-
tages, Soroba, Oban, had
pled guilty at Oban Sheriff
Court to taking his father’s
van without his consent,
driving with no licence and
insurance and driving while
three times the legal alco-
hol limit.

Clark appeared last week
for sentencing at Oban
Sheriff Court, where the

Sixteen-year-old

banned from driving

court heard that Clark was
at low risk of re-offending.

He had made efforts to get
a job with his father, who
was stone mason; had made
inquiries to a local firm
about work and had a place
on a college course starting
in September, the court
heard.

If you have a new business, or are just
setting one up, Argyll & the Islands
Enterprise are hosting an afternoon
business networking conference that
highlights the value of networking, 
sales and marketing.

1.30pm Registration for a 2pm Start,
4.30pm Finish.
13th March at Scottish Association 
Marine Science, Dunstaffnage, Oban 

To sign up, register via link:
www.hie.co.uk/start-a-business
Tel: 01546 602281

Got a New
Business?
Get to grips with
Networking, Sales 
and Marketing!
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AFTER more than a decade
of moving around Oban in
rented accommodation
Oban War and Peace Mu-
seum will open its own
premises on Saturday,
March 4.

The museum committee
purchased the old Oban
Times building on the Cor-
ran Esplanade in February
2005 - the first time it has
owned a premises since it

Bill Leech, chairman of the museum’s management committee, polishes the new ‘open’ sign as
museum co-ordinator Ronnie MacIntyre looks on. t09war01

War and Peace opens its doors
was established in 1995.

Since then War and Peace
Museum committee mem-
bers and contractors have
been turning the empty
space into a museum fit for
the impressive collection of
artefacts.

This Saturday sees the
unofficial opening of the
museum from 10am to
4pm.

Visitors to the previous

museum premises on the
North Pier will find there
are many more exhibits on
show in the new museum.

The museum has ben-
efited from grants from the
Scottish Land Fund, Com-
munity Land Unit, Argyll
and Islands Enterprise,
Home Front Recall and in-
dividual donations.

However the committee
still has to raise £125,000

to pay for the remaining
costs. A recent application
to Argyll and Bute Council
for a one-off contribution of
£25,000 has been turned
down.

It is hoped a formal open-
ing will be scheduled for
late March.

In the meantime the mu-
seum will be open Tuesday
to Saturday until Easter.
Admission is free.

Tiree stabbing case found not proven at Oban Sheriff Court

Soroba

may lose

chairman

Tiree’s water crisis not alone as problems bubble Argyll-wide

No fun at the fair

for Tobermory

An Talla attack

shocks Tiree

THE TIREE community
has expressed its shock af-
ter the island’s community
hall, An Talla, was vandal-
ised - only a-year-and-a-
half after it was newly built.

It was discovered the dou-
ble glazed glass panels on
two of the hall’s outside
doors had been smashed
overnight between Satur-
day, February 11 and Sun-
day, February 12.

The panels have been re-
placed but at a considerable
expense to An Talla’s com-
mittee.

An Talla chairwoman
Jessie Gray said: ‘The com-
munity is pretty horrified
and quite disappointed that
this could happen, espe-
cially as the hall is so new.

‘It has been such an asset
since it opened and people
are shocked.

‘It cost £500-£600 just to
replace the glass panels
plus whatever the labour
costs are.

‘It is an expense we [An
Talla] could have done
without.’

As a result of the incident
a 19-year-old man has been
reported to the procurator
fiscal in Oban.

SOROBA’s long journey
towards getting a commu-
nity centre hit a bumpy
patch of road on Monday
night.

It left Councillor Donald
‘Skye’ McIntosh consider-
ing his position as chairman
of the Soroba Area Devel-
opment Group.

‘There have been a lot of
uncomplimentary things
said behind my back by
members of the community
this last week and I am go-
ing to approach the area
committee and ask them to
appoint another councillor
to take over the position as
chairman as I can not go
any further,’ he said at the
end of Monday’s meeting
of the group.

Argyll and Bute Council
representatives at the meet-
ing agreed that there had
been communication prob-
lems between the council
and the residents of the es-
tate. Head of Legal and Pro-
tective Services Susan Mair
is to put in place a system

for the future where either
she, a representative or a
written report will come to
meetings to keep people up-
dated.

Andy Birnie, chairman of
the Soroba Residents’ Asso-
ciation told the meeting:
‘We’ve had one letter in
four years.’

Ms Mair said: ‘This mat-
ter has been progressed.’

She explained that when
many people bought their
council homes they also
bought along with them the
right to common ground. A
piece of this common ground
is now under a compulsory
purchase for the centre.

The district valuer has
agreed a payment of £50 to
each of the 130 house own-
ers involved, plus  legal
costs

‘The work will be carried
out as expeditiously as pos-
sible. The council has a
partnership agreement with
a firm of solicitors in Edin-
burgh.

‘A large number of people

have an interest in the piece
of land,’ said Ms Mair.

There have been sugges-
tions that some people
might object to the compul-
sory purchase order, but Ms
Mair pointed out: ‘There
has to be a valid and com-
petent objection to have any
substance to it.’

Argyll Community Hous-
ing Association chief ex-
ecutive Alastair MacGregor
confirmed  it had £100,000
towards the capital costs of
the community centre. ‘We
wish the community to
have the chance for this
centre.’ He added there was
no time bar regarding the
funds.

On Tuesday morning
Councillor McIntosh said
he had received a lot of
phone calls the night before
after his announcement to
quit the group. ‘I am con-
sidering my position,’ he
said.

‘A lot of people want to
make that community cen-
tre a success.’

TOBERMORY will not be
getting a visit from the fun
fair this April because
owner Michael Stirling has
reluctantly decided it is too
expensive and there is too
much bureaucracy.

Mr Sterling usually brings
rides and stalls to the island
to coincide with Mull Mu-
sical Festival in April/May
and parks it at the car park
in front of McGochan’s Bar.

Last year, he claims, Ar-
gyll and Bute Council re-
duced the area that the fun
fair could use but charged
more than previously, with
only a week’s notice for
permission to use the site.

The fun fair has travelled
to the music festival for the
last five years from its base
in Glasgow but with the in-
crease in rent, the cost of
taking large vehicles on the
ferry and the smaller space
being allocated, Mr Stirling
feels that it is no longer vi-

able. ‘We decided over the
winter that we are not going
to return. We love the place
but it is just not working,’ he
said.

Mull Councillor Alistair
MacDougall said that chil-
dren on the island would be
disappointed as there was
not much else to do in To-
bermory at that time of year
and no other opportunity to
go to the fair. Another
Tobermory resident felt that
while neighbours might not
miss the noise the fair cre-
ated, children in the town
would be upset.

A council spokesman said
that when parking demand
was reduced the council al-
lowed other uses for it that
benefited the community. In
the case of last year’s fair
there had been representa-
tions from local people and
time was spent negotiating
conditions to address these
concerns.

TIREE is facing a crisis
which could effect the
whole island’s economic
future.

While the island is not the
only community facing the
same crisis, Tiree is already
beginning to feel the effects.

Tiree is surrounded by
water and has no shortage
of it falling from the sky but
Scottish Water is objecting
to any planning application
that requires a new connec-
tion to the public water sup-
ply on the island.

This is symptomatic of
what is happening all over
Argyll as a list provided by
Scottish Water to Argyll

and Bute Council shows
nearly every major town
and village in Argyll, as
well as the whole of Tiree,
has problems with new con-
nections to the public water
and waste water systems.

Housing stalled

Mark Beese of Touch-
wood Renovations, a Tiree
building company, says
around 12 planning appli-
cations for new houses
have been stalled.

Other community projects
too cannot go ahead.

More worryingly work for
the building companies,
that employ 30-40 people
on the island, is already dry-

ing up despite the need for
new houses on the island and
plans for affordable housing.

‘We have one more
house that we are about to
start  that will  take us
through to mid-summer,’
said Mark, ‘but we have
been approached by eight
to 10 other people for
similar projects that are
basically sitt ing there
pending.’

He said even if there were
plans by Scottish Water to
improve the infrastructure to
cope with not only the new
builds but summer visitors
that double the island’s popu-
lation for at least two months,

it would be too late.
‘We have a group of five

joiners and one labourer
and if we don’t have work in
six months....we will not be
employing as many people as
we are now and will only be
able to get replacement win-
dows, sheds and conserva-
tory-type work,’ said Mark.

Mark Jennison, Tiree De-
velopment Group, said one
of the key priorities that had
been identified to sustain
Tiree’s economic future
was affordable housing.

Balanced

‘We are not going to
achieve the delivery of af-
fordable housing if there is

no more capacity in the pub-
lic water supply,’ he said.
‘The whole point is to in-
crease the population of the
island,’ he said, ‘but the
whole sustainability of the
island is balanced on the
water issue.’

Tiree and Coll Council-
lor Ian Gillies said he un-
derstood that Scottish Wa-
ter had ‘its own corner to
defend nationally’ but de-
velopment on the islands
was being stifled mean-
time with no indication of
when or if improvements
would take place.

A Scottish Water spokes-
man said that the possibil-

ity of new boreholes to in-
crease the supply on Tiree
was being looked into and
would be developed fur-
ther in the forthcoming in-
vestment programme.

He added that Scottish
Water had been talking to
Argyll and Bute Council
and other interested parties
for many months to find out
which areas were priorities
for development.

The next two investment
programmes, 2006-2014,
had targets set by the Scot-
tish Executive to allow
120,000 properties to con-
nect to the public water
and waste water systems.

A GLASGOW man charged
with stabbing a man on Tiree
has been acquitted after a
jury found the charge against
him not proven.

Steven Michael Smith had
denied stabbing Alistair
MacDonald, Tiree, during a
night out in the Scarinish
Hotel, Tiree, on April 28

last year. However, Smith,
aged 28, of 17 Millennium
Gardens, Easterhouse,
walked free from Oban Sher-
iff Court on Tuesday follow-
ing the jury’s majority ver-
dict.

Smith admitted pulling
out the small knife, which
he was using while work-

ing as a labourer on the is-
land, after an argument with
Mr MacDonald in the hotel
bar. He maintained that he
had not intended to use the
knife and had only been try-
ing to make his escape from
the bar after being pushed
by the man he was accused
of stabbing.

Mr MacDonald had ear-
lier told the jury that he had
been in a conversation with
Smith until it reached a point
where Smith was asked to
leave by the barmaid.

Mr MacDonald said that
as she attempted to guide
Smith out of the bar, Smith
produced a knife from his

pocket. According to Mr
MacDonald, as he pushed the
barmaid away from Smith,
he felt a blow to the left side
of his chest.

Realising at that point he
had been stabbed, Mr
MacDonald said he took hold
of Smith and pushed him
across the bar and onto the

floor, where he restrained
him until the police arrived.
He said that he suffered a
cut to his side as a result.

In his own evidence,
Smith admitted that he had
taken the knife out of his
pocket but that he only did
so after Mr MacDonald had
pushed him.

‘As soon as I pulled it out I
knew I shouldn’t have done
it,’ he said. ‘I don’t know
why I did it. I suppose I pan-
icked and I just wanted to get
out of there because I thought
I was going to get a kicking.
As soon as I pulled the knife
out I told [Mr MacDonald]
that I just wanted to leave.’

Appin dancers

take to the floor

SIXTY dancers attended
the Appin Country Dance
group’s annual rally on Sat-
urday in the Appin Hall
coming from as far afield as
Ardnamurchan, Kingussie,
Roybridge, Fort William,
Dunoon and Strachur as
well as the local groups.

John Renton and his dance
band provided the  music for
a very enjoyable evening of
dancing, complemented by a
superb supper.

THE SECOND last of the
current series of winter cei-
lidhs in Taynuilt Village
Hall took place on Saturday
February 18, drawing a
packed attendance which
thoroughly enjoyed an
evening sustained almost
entirely by Oban Gaelic
Choir and choir members.

Fear an taighe Ian
Crighton called on young
prizewinning Oban piper
Daniel Johnston to open the
programme.

Equally appreciated were
the fine performances of the
Eilidh MacInnes dancers,
schoolgirls Kerrie Anne
Ramsay, Louise Mac-
Lachlan and Karina Black.

Impressive solo singing
came from Riona
MacInnes, Oban, who is
choir president, Murdo
MacLeod, Oban, Colin
Donnelly, Oban, Mary
MacKinnon, Kilmore, and
Sarah Sinclair, Connel, who
sang to her own guitar ac-
companiments.

Rosie Morton, Edinburgh,
provided variety with some
fine clarsach playing and
Sileas Sinclair, Connel, the
choir’s conductor, had feet
tapping with her accordion
selections as well as provid-
ing music for set dances.
Capping a first-class pro-
gramme were rousing se-
lections from the choir it-
self, led by Sileas.

The ceilidh was organised
by the local branch of An
Comunn Gaidhealach and
the programme arranged by
Moira Dunlop, Connel.

Local branch chairman
Paddy Shaw, Lochawe,
proposed the vote of
thanks.

The final ceilidh will take
place on Saturday March
18.

� � �

BARGAIN hunters were
out in force at the table
top sale held in Oban’s
Royal Hotel earlier this
month by Argyll Animal
Aid.

It was a repeat of a simi-
lar event held by the
group in the Royal at this
time last year.

Manning sales tables
displaying a wide variety
of donated items were
eight local volunteers
headed by Jean Suther-
land, Connel, the group’s
chairman.

Contributing to the tak-
ings of £365 was a raffle
with a star prize of a huge
rawhide bone which will
delight any dog. This can
be seen at Kanine Kats in
Albany Street, where tick-
ets are still available.

The money raised at the
sale and by the raffle will
help with the cost of feed-
ing homeless cats looked
after at the cattery on Seil
by Pat Blunsden.

Over the past fortnight
she has found homes for
10 cats.

� � �

THE FESTIVE season
brought a special treat for
Oban Stroke Support
Group.

Meeting in Dunmar
Court, members enjoyed a
delicious Christmas lunch
prepared by McTavish’s
Kitchens and served by the
care home staff. Afterwards
entertainment was provided
by accordionist Hamish
Mair, Oban.

The January meeting
found those attending en-
joying a variety of games.
These ranged from Scrab-
ble and basketball to skit-

tles, activities which all
have a high therapeutic
value and can play an im-
portant role in the rehabili-
tation of stroke victims.

The games were acquired
thanks to a generous dona-
tion of £500 from the Co-
operative.

The annual general meet-
ing of the group was due to
take place on Tuesday of
this week.

Chairman and treasurer of
the committee is Hazel
Hamilton, Stroke Co-
ordinator, Lorn and Islands
District General Hospital,
and the secretary, Margaret
Munro.

� � �

IT PROMISES to be an
evening not to be missed.

A concert featuring pu-
pils from primary schools
from the Lorn area and
beyond is to be staged in
Oban’s Argyllshire Gath-
ering Halls on March 8 in
aid of Save the Children.

Amongst schools which
have already agreed to
take part are Easdale; St
Columba’s; Arinagour;
Kilninver; Achaleven;
Appin and Coll primary,
which is making the jour-
ney to Oban specially to
perform.

Also taking part will be
an Oban-based Polish
folk group, as well as
youngsters from Argyll
Youth Theatre and a jun-
ior strings group drawn
from throughout the area
whose contribution will
reflect the instrumental
tuition widely available in
schools.

Presented under the ti-
tle ‘Lorn Schools and
Friends sing for Save the
Children’, the concert is
being organised by
Margaret Anderson, head
teacher at Easdale Pri-
mary.

The children themselves
have designed and made
the programmes.

Mrs Anderson said:
‘The whole idea behind
the production is children
raising money for other
children.’

A similar concert organ-
ised by Mrs Anderson last
year raised more than
£500 for this excellent
cause.

� � �

GUEST speaker at the
meeting of Lorn Archaeo-
logical and Historical Soci-
ety on February 24, Dr
Olwyn Owen of Historic
Scotland, took as her sub-
ject The Vikings in the
Northern Isles and Western
Scotland.

Members and visitors
alike enjoyed a masterly, il-
lustrated lecture delivered
by an expert who, amongst
other achievements, has
scientifically excavated a
boat burial found on
Sanday, Orkney.

This contained the skel-
etons of a man, an old
woman and a small child in
addition to other everyday
items of the time.

The boat was definitely
built in Scandinavia from
where the Vikings came.

Other boat burials have
been found at Kings Cross
on Arran and at Kiloran on
Colonsay.

The Vikings or Norsemen
first raided the Western
Isles around 780 AD and
are recorded as attacking
Iona and Skye in 795.

Their longships were very
seaworthy and their naviga-
tion excellent.
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Strathfillan

THE STRATHFILLAN
branch of the Scottish
Women’s Rural Institute
(SWRI) met recently in
Crianlarich Hall.

After Mrs McLennan,
president, welcomed
members and friends, Mrs
McLeod from Appin
demonstrated china
painting.

Members were all given a
plate to paint and had a
most enjoyable evening.

Competition: Jar of
marmalade,  Mrs Campbell,
one entry. Tea was served
by the ladies.

Tobermory

IT’S BEEN party time for
the Tobermory branch of
the SWRI.

On January 12 members
held their annual Old New
Year party for senior
citizens.  The ‘old’ does not
refer to the age of the guests
but to the traditional day in
the Highlands for
celebrating New Year.

Afternoon tea was served
and the guests entertained
by Kirsty Shilson,
accompanied by Tim
Barnard on the piano.  The
party closed with mulled
wine and mince pies.

The following week
members enjoyed their own
party at the annual dinner
in the MacDonald Arms
Hotel with a superb meal
prepared by chef Susan
Hall.

Everyone met again in
February in Tobermory
High School.

After business, members
tried their hand at a silk
painting or dyeing project.
Betty MacPhail showed
how to paint a detailed
picture on silk, while Olive
Brown had members space-
dyeing long silk scarves.

Plans were made for
forthcoming events
including the annual quiz
and a trip to the Dutch bulb
fields.

Eleven members of the
Tobermory branch took part
in a two-day patchwork
class organised by Mull and
Tiree Federation.

A new kind of patchwork
was taught by Pat MacLeod
from Inverness.

Designs based on stained
glass windows on the first
day and intricate Celtic
patterns on the second day
kept everyone busy in a
warm and well-lit
Craignure hall.

Appin

PRESIDENT Alison McC-
orquodale welcomed 30
members to the February
meeting of Appin SWRI.

Master baker Frank
Forstner from McTavish’s
Kitchen, ably assisted by
Kenny Hamill, gave a lively
demonstration on fancy
breads and buns. There was
much hilarity as members
attempted to fashion the
dough under Frank’s
instruction. Frank had
brought along a range of
different breads and
pastries he had made earlier
and members enjoyed
tasting them.

Competitions: six-inch
pizza base, Alison McCor-
quodale, gold; Myra
MacDougall, silver; Red
Jessie McKenzie, red; and
Brenda McCleod, blue.

Valentine card, Alison
McCorquodale, gold; Jane
Williams, silver; Brenda
McCleod and Linda
Mcleod, red; Jessie
McKenzie and Myra
McDougall, blue.

A hearty vote of thanks
was given to both bakers by
Margaret Massey and a
welcome cup of tea and
raffle rounded off a most
enyoyable evening.

Taynuilt

THE JANUARY meeting
of Taynuilt SWRI was an
open night in Taynuilt
Village Hall.

President Alice Campbell
welcomed 13 members and
six visitors. With business
attended to, the president
introduced Steven Austin,
Area Officer, North Argyll
and Lorn Conservation,
who gave an interesting and
informative talk and slide
show on wind farms. He
explained how some were
granted permission, while
others were refused, mainly
because of their location
and the effect they would
have on wild life.

Cathie Reid gave the vote
of thanks. A sales table
raised £33.25 for institute
funds. Tea was served by
the committee.

The February meeting
took place in Taynuilt
Village Hall.

President Alice Campbell
welcomed 10 members and

two visitors. After business
was dealt with, Alice went
on to demonstrate
sugarcraft having brought
along lovely samples of her
craft, which were much
admired. These included
rabbits, frogs, pigs,
snowdrops and many
others.

She then gave everyone a
bag containing all the
necessary items for making
their chosen animal. Heads
down, and with much
hilarity, most were able to
produce something that
resembled an animal.

Alice was thanked by
Mary Livingstone and a
raffle was held. Tea was
served by Cathie Reid and
Ann MacCallum.

Competitions, judged by
Alice Campbell, three
savoury biscuits: 1 Jessie
Servant, 2 Mary
Livingstone, 3 Susie Bartle.
Novelty teacosy: 1 Jessie
Servant.

Kilbrandon

THE FEBRUARY meeting
of Kilbrandon SWRI was
held in the Small Hall,
Easdale.

The evening’s speaker
was Richard Allan, who had
lived and worked in Africa
for many years. Richard
combined his wide
knowledge of African flora
and fauna with his passion
for ornithology, to give a
fascinating illustrated talk
on the birds and wildlife of
the region.

Although Seil is fortunate
to have a rich diversity of
bird species, the abundance
of Africa was vividly
illustrated by a comparison
between those observed in
Richard’s garden here  a
total of 67 - and his garden
in Africa with 101.

Cheryl McColl thanked
Richard for giving everyone
a glimpse of African
sunshine on a gloomy
February evening.

Tiree

FIFTEEN members of the
Tiree branch of the SWRI
met in the Resource Centre
in Crossapol.

To co-incide with
Valentine’s Day, Annie
McKinnon had compiled a
quiz about love and tested
members’ knowledge with
questions ranging from
what football team played
at Love Street - St Mirren -
to naming a flower with
love in its name - Love-in-
a-mist.

Caroline MacLean gave
the vote of thanks with the
committee providing the
supper including heart
shaped scones and biscuits.

The competitions
followed the theme with a
favourite red object and six
truffles.

Favourite red object: 1
Caroline MacLean; 2 Fiona
Maxwell; 3 Wilma
MacFadyen. Six truffles: 1
Wilma MacFadyen; 2
Annie MacKinnon; 3
Annette MacKinnon.

Lochawe

THE JANUARY meeting
of Lochawe institute was
cancelled because not
enough members were able
to attend.

The February meeting
took place on February 8.

Speaker for the evening
was John Kerr of Diana
Drummond, makers of
specialist seaweed
skinfoods.

Mr Kerr gave a very
interesting talk on the
process used to make soaps,
skin food, cleansing cream,
hand and body cream and
various other cosmetic
products made with
seaweed. He  demonstrated
how to make soap, which
was very interesting indeed.

Members all received a
small sample of the finished
product.

Terri Orr, president,
thanked Mr Kerr for an
excellent talk and
demonstration.

Competition: anything
modelled from soap, judged
by Mr Kerr: Mrs J Wylie,
gold; P McLeod, silver.

An excellent tea was
provided by Mrs Malcolm
and Mrs Baird, hostess for
the evening.

The next meeting of
Lochawe institute will take
place on March 8, at
7.30pm in Lochawe Village
Hall. Visitors most wel-
come.

Killin

THIRTY two members
enjoyed an excellent meal
at Cruachan Restaurant to
celebrate the 82nd birthday
of the institute.

The birthday cake was cut
by the guest from Canada,
Marion MacGregor.

Around the Rurals

From left, Ruaridh Nickell and twins Stephen and Peter Povey, managed to call ‘beetle’ to win the second round. t07bee01

North Connel beetle drive boosts charity
NORTH Connel Village Hall was crowded
recently as parents, Scouts, Cubs and Beavers,
took part in a beetle drive in aid of Guide Dogs
for the Blind.

While nearly 100 people threw the dice and

drew their beetles on their sheets, the Scouts
got the tea ready for the interval.

The Ardchattan group had a visit from
physiotherapist Mairi Harrower, who is
partially sighted, and her guide dog Nicky, just

before Christmas, so they decided to hold the
beetle drive to raise money for the charity that
trains guide dogs and supports those who have
them. Twenty-two tables of four raised £127
on the night and had fun at the same time.

Kinlochleven
Your correspondent
is Judith Brickwood:
01855 831955

Kinlochleven

Residents’

Association

AT THE meeting of
Kinlochleven Residents’
Association on Tuesday
February 7,  Tina Luxton,
Lochaber Area Housing
Services Manager, said that
the post of community
warden would not be
renewed in Kinlochleven.

Ms Luxton praised the
work carried out by William
Spence, whose untimely
death occurred in January.

Highland Region has
reviewed the work of all the
community wardens
throughout the region and
when the present funds
come to an end later this
year, the new contracts will
be for community wardens
to work in a community
safety role.

The post of community
warden in Kinlochleven
cannot be sustained as a
community safety job.
Kinlochleven is, according
to police and other records,
a safe place in which to live.

The limited available
funds will be concentrated
in areas where community
safety is a more urgent
problem.

Other matters discussed
were dog fouling, under age
drinking, the planting
scheme to be jointly
developed with the
community council and the
problems of disruptive
neighbours.

The residents also heard
that work on the new
Scottish Water treatment
plant will start within
weeks as will the Lochaber
Housing Association dev-
elopment in Sutherland
Avenue.

The next meeting is on
Tuesday March 7 at 7pm in
St Peter’s Church Hall.

Car boot

sale success

A SUCCESSFUL fund-
raising event was held in
Kinlochleven High School

Kinlochleven

Community

Council

THE FIRST public
meeting of the newly re-
elected council was held on
Monday February 6 in the
community centre.

A lot of work has been
done since the new council
was elected in November
and the results were
reported back to a group of
villagers.

A comprehensive review
of the state of village roads
and pavements with
Highland Council’s Tech
Services had resulted in an
agreement for new signs
and more cleaning,
especially of pavements in
front of the shops.

It was also suggested that
the village planting scheme
- originally intended to
consist of hanging baskets
- be concentrated on a few
areas of planting.

This will be a joint project
with the residents’
association.

Victoria Armour, repre-
senting Kinlochleven High
School pupils, was
welcomed to the meeting.

The problem of litter was
discussed and Victoria
asked to liaise between the
school and the council in an
effort to reduce litter at
lunchtime.

It was stressed that litter
is not exclusively caused by
children.

Other matters discussed
included the problem of
dog fouling and the urgent
need for a review of
maintenance of the
village’s Island Park. The
condition of Stevenson
Terrace and various
abandoned vehicles in the
village were also discussed.

The next public meeting
is on Monday March 6 at
7pm in the community
centre.

hall on Saturday February
18.

Organised by Kinloch-
leven Primary School and
billed as a car boot sale,
more than 30 tables filled
the hall.

The Church of Scotland
raised funds for its
Chernobyl appeal, Kinloch-
leven High School ran a
tombola for its own funds,
Computers for Africa sold
tickets for its raffle on
Easter Saturday and several
other tables sold crafts.

At times, it was difficult
to move through the hall as
buyers gathered around
tables selling such diverse
items as walking poles and
tablet.

Top prize in the primary

school raffle was a DVD
player, kindly donated by
Kinlochleven Co-op.

At the close of the event
Cheryl Alan, headteacher,
announced that just under
£600 had been raised for
school funds.

Light thanks

WILLIE and Cheryl Lawrie
would like to thank
everyone who contributed
to their Christmas lights
appeal which raised £728
for Yorkhill Children’s
Hospital, Glasgow.

Thanks also go to Gordon
Butterworth without whose
help the display would not
have been possible.

CAIT McCullagh, recently-appointed museum
development officer for Lismore Gaelic Heritage
Museum, has lost no time in meeting islanders and
making sure as many as possible become involved in the
project.

On February 9 and 10 she arranged for the entire
collection to be displayed in the hall and over the two
days islanders were invited to share their memories of
places and items with volunteers who recorded their
stories.

She also held a workshop with the Comann Eachdraidh,
led by consultants Liz Buckle and Mel Thewell of PLB
Consultancy, which is advising on the museum’s

interpretative displays. This was designed to help elicit
memories and get them down effectively.

Visitors were also encouraged to record on a large map
how they came to live on Lismore whether by birth,
marriage or otherwise.

The people map is being created to demonstrate how
the community has formed, what holds it together and
what it is about Lismore that makes it so attractive to
new settlers.

 Children also had their chance at sleuthing and
curating. Working in groups, they examined various
historical items and answered questions which led them
to unearth the objects’ roles in Lismore’s past and future.

New officer quick off the mark

with Lismore museum display

Some of the Lismore islanders who went along to the hall to see items from Lismore Gaelic Heritage
Museum on display.

Mallaig
Your correspondent
is Robert
MacMillan:
01687 462154

both pairs played well in
their different group
sections, Alan and Chris for
example drawing seven
each with the 2003
champions, it was the
pairing of Dennis and John
who made it all the way to
the final.

Unfortunately Jim Wood
and Stella Clyne, both past
winners of the pairs title,
proved too strong for the
Mallaig pairing who,
nonetheless were delighted
at getting to the final.

In the open triples on the
Saturday, Mallaig was
represented by Alan Eddie,
lead, Dennis Eddie, second,

and Chris Gray, skip, and
once again they exceeded
all expectations by battling
through to the final.

Their opponents were a
team from Annan - skip
Robert MacNeil had won
the Scottish triples the day
before - and what a tussle it
was. The match ebbed and
flowed with Mallaig, the
underdogs, seeming to have
the support of the neutrals
in Loreburn Hall. The
match went to a tie break
and on the last end Chris
Gray’s final delivery
seemed to have done the
trick and the whole hall
erupted as everyone

thought it would be enough
to win but on the umpire’s
measurement it had fallen
short by less than an inch.
That’s how close Mallaig
was to winning the
competition.

There’s no doubt this is
the highlight of the five-
year-old Mallaig Bowling
Club which meets every
Sunday and Thursday in
Mallaig Community Centre
at 7.30pm and is always on
the lookout for new
memebrs.

Who knows, on the
evidence of this year’s
showing, you could one day
represent Scotland.

Bowling

success

‘WE ONLY went down to
learn the rules but we
almost won two trophies,’
said Mallaig bowler Alan
Eddie after the Scottish
Open Indoor Bowling
Championship in Loreburn
Hall, Dumfries.

Four members of Mallaig
Bowling Club - Alan, his
brother Dennis, Chris Gray
and John Young, made the
long journey to Dumfries
over the weekend of
February 3 to 5 primarily to
play, learn and soak up the
experience of the Scottish
Short Mat Championships,
but they came within an
inch or two of coming
home as champions.

The pairs competition on
the Friday kicked off their
involvement in the
tournament and although

BARRA’S Northbay Community
Initiative, in partnership with Western Isles
Volunteer Centre, recently held a youth
garden planning day.

The event was attended by more than 30
children from the island and was a great
success. The children, pictured above,
enjoyed planning their youth garden,
helped by Rhodri Evens, CNES, Mary

Harmen, Scottish Natural Heritage, Jessie
MacNeil, Voluntary Action Barra and
Vatersay, Peggy MacLean, OFTTI, Irene
Donnely, Barra Learning Centre, and local
craftsman Iain MacNeil, an expert in the
art of drystone dyking.

The children also discussed topics such
as countryside access rights and how to
fund their project.

Northbay community

youth garden success
Left to right: Fiona Innes, Ivy Smart and Oban Inner Wheel’s president

Christine Marlow pictured at a coffee morning in the town’s Regent Hotel
which raised £300 towards breast cancer and osteoporosis charities. t07cof01

Oban Inner Wheel coffee cash
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An cuala sibh seo? New brewery planned for Isle of Mull as local beer sales rise

AFTER only a year in busi-
ness the Isle of Mull Brew-
ing Company is looking to
expand into purpose-built
premises.

The brewery, with four
beers to its name, began life
as an add-on to
MacGochan’s Bar in Tober-
mory and has proved a hit
with local people and visi-
tors alike.

Demand has been so great

for its products  that Argyll
Properties Ltd, the firm be-
hind the brewery and the
popular bar, has applied to
Argyll and Bute Council for
planning permission to
build a brewery on land at
Baliscate, the industrial es-
tate on the main approach
to the town.

Isle of Mull Brewing
Company’s brewer is Tom
Watt, who is helped by one

of the directors of the com-
pany as and when required.

Tom has had 30 years of
experience in the brewing
trade, including the position
of head brewer at Belhaven
Brewery.

As part of the marketing
of the beers the company
has invented ingenious lo-
cal names to  highlight sto-
ries about the Mull and
Oban area.

There is Galleon Gold,  a
lager-like pale ale in hon-
our of the Spanish galleon
that sank in the bay;
McCaig’s Folly named for
Oban’s famous land mark is
a hoppier version of a Scot-
tish 80/- brew and The Ter-
ror of Tobermory, a deep-
coloured  Scottish special,
honours Vice -Admiral Sir
Gilbert Stephenson KBE
CB CMG  naval com-

mander in Tobermory dur-
ing the Second World War
who had a fearsome repu-
tation.

Finally there is Island Pale
Ale, an alternative to lager,
harking back to the days of
IPA, Indian Pale Ale, made
for troops serving in the
warmer climes of the Brit-
ish Empire.

Ewan Leckie from Tober-
mory has designed all the

art work for the company
logo and eye-catching pro-
motional material for each
beer.

Derwyn Hewitt, one of
the directors of the brewery,
said: ‘We are looking to
build just up the hill from
MacGochan’s Bar at
Baliscate estate.

‘We sell the beer in  nine-
gallon kegs at the moment
and we have been looking

at ways of getting it bottled,
but that is quite an expen-
sive thing to get set up.

‘Last year we ran at about
40 kegs a week.

‘A lot of the beer goes to
our own pubs and around
the Oban area and on the
island.

‘We  would hope to ex-
tend the brewery in the fu-
ture to have a gift shop and
perhaps and tour.’

Tiree A’ Bhuain

gathers pace

MORE than 70 people from all over the world have reg-
istered to attend Tiree’s first ever ‘homecoming’.

From May 22-26 people will be gathering on the island
for A’ Bhuain, which has been organised by a small group
of volunteers on the island.

They are in the process of finalising the arrangements
for a programme of concerts, ceilidhs, walks, talks and
classes in dance, song and Gaelic conversation with art-
ists such as Cliar, The Tiree Pipe Band, Skipinnish and
Skerryvore alongside many of the island’s own talented
singers and musicians.

An Iodhlann, the local archive museum, is mounting
an exhibition in An Talla, the community hall, about the
emigrants and will also be the venue for sessions on ge-
nealogy - a focus for many of those visiting during A’
Bhuain.

A re-enactment of part of the Napier Commission hear-
ing will be performed, the theme for the gathering will
featured in the weekly church service and there will be
plenty of time spent meeting, talking to and enjoying the
island and its people.

Tiree has an estimated 38,000 descendents around the
world and in many countries gatherings are held.

It was felt that it was time such a gathering was held on
Tiree itself and a study by Tiree Community Business to
see if the idea was viable received a resounding ‘yes’
from all those involved.

Argyll and Bute Council has given money for the open-
ing lunch and local groups and organisations have made
donations in various ways.

All of these have been received with gratitude and any-
one else wishing to contribute should contact Liz Lapsley
at Tiree Community Business on 01879 220520 or email
tcb@tireebroadband.com.

Play holds Craignish

audience spellbound

PRIME Production’s performance of Zinnie Harris’s award-
winning play, Further than the Furthest Thing held a large
audience spellbound in Craignish Village Hall on Friday.

Loosely based on the remote mid-Atlantic island of Tristan
da Cunha, it traces the lives of the Lavarello family both
before the volcanic eruption which devastated the island and
afterwards when they were evacuated to England and the
island’s terrible secret was uncovered.

It is an intense and poignant drama, mixing both fact and
fiction.

The central characters of Mill and Bill, Carol Ann Crawford
and Jonathan Battersby respectively both gave powerful
performances.

 The three other characters of Francis, Hansen and Rebecca,
saw Sam Laydon, Matthew Zajac and Isabella Jane Fade all
rise admirably to the challenge of their parts.

Further and the Furthest Thing, is directed by Benjamin
Twist and is currently on tour round Scotland until March
25.

The next event in Craignish Village Hall will be the an-
nual boat jumble and car boot sale on Sunday. Refreshments
will be available.

Daffodil days ahead

THE DAFFODILS are starting to come out marking the time
of year that Marie Curie Cancer Care carries out its major
fund raising events.

The charity has adopted the daffodil as its own symbol.
Elma MacKay, who is in charge of fund raising for Ar-

gyll for the charity, said: ‘Marie Curie Cancer Care is
asking people to make a donation and take a daffodil home
during March so that it can enable more of the 150,000
people in the UK who are terminally ill with cancer to
spend their last days in the comfort of their own familiar
surroundings.’

Street collectors will be handing out the daffodils in ex-
change for donations throughout the appeal and they will
also be available from thousands of local stores, schools
and Marie Curie shops nationwide.

The charity is supported by Yellow Pages, which covers
the cost of promotional materials so that the funds raised go
directly to the charity.

Elma needs more helpers  for this big campaign and if you
can spare her some time, please give her a call on 01463
238328.

Taynuilt housing moves

PLANS for housing on a controversial  site  at Taynuilt have
been submitted to Argyll and Bute Council for approval.

Outline planning permission already exists for the land
south of Brochroy Farm, Taynuilt.

The land in question was subject of a heated hearing  held
by the Crofters Commission when the owner applied to
decroft the land and some villagers objected.

 Now Highland House Developments Ltd has applied to
build on plots 3 - 8 at the site.

For building to go ahead the plots will also need to have a
water supply and some doubts have been expressed about
whether the mains in Taynuilt will be able to take many
more properties.

Major repairs are needed to the water supply in the village
including replacing a substantial piece of water main from the
Taynuilt Hotel down past the shops to the railway bridge.

Tobermory meeting

THE INAUGURAL meeting of Tobermory Endeavour will
be held on Tuesday.

This is a newly-formed community development company,
run along the lines of a development trust company, which
will be used by the Tobermory community for local improve-
ments. It will involve a combination of enterprise and own-
ership of local assets.

The meeting is open to the public and takes place at the
Aros Hall, Tobermory, at 8pm.

The Oban Cash for Kids team of Neil MacKay, Harry MacMaster and Alan
Campbell are aiming to double last year’s total

Cash for Kids aim to

double their money

The enthusiastic ladies of Argyll Animal Aid
organised a tabletop sale in Oban’s Royal Hotel to

help with the charity’s funds. This is the first of
many fundraisers the ladies will be undertaking

this season and it raised £364.39. Pictured, left to
right, are: Jean Sutherland, Irene Robertson,

Sharon Spooner and Catherine Goodbrand. t08sal01

Animal Aid raises

tabletop cash

WEST coast fiddle players
will be excited to learn that
an international festival
later this year is expected to
enhance Scotland’s reputa-
tion for producing top-rate
musicians.

Thousands of people are
expected to attend the
North Atlantic Fiddle Con-
vention (NAFCo) which
includes dozens of events in
fiddling and dancing.

Fiddle tutors and players
as well as dancers form an
international programme of
concerts, ceilidhs, busking,
sessions and 60 workshops
during the four-day festival
in Aberdeen.

Co-organiser is Dr Ian
Russell, director of the uni-
versity’s Elphinstone Insti-
tute.

The city’s Lemon Tree
arts venue will be the offi-
cial festival club where
concerts and dancing will
be held every night during
the event.

The idea is to promote
North East Scotland’s fid-
dle traditions and in order
to do this in as many ways
as possible, a conference
will take place during the
festival on the theme Con-
necting Cultures.

Delegates will explore the
role of fiddling, fiddlers and
associated dance in social,
ethnological and musical
contexts in the past, present
and future.

Several keynote speakers
are expected to attend, in-
cluding world-renowned au-
thors and eminent scholars in

the field. They will be an-
nounced at a later date.

Dr Russell said NAFCo
was an overwhelming suc-
cess when it was last held
in Aberdeen in 2001, with
more than 3,000 attending.

It is hoped this year’s,
from July 26-30, will break
all box office records.

This year’s will be one of
the largest of its kind in the
world and has attracted tu-
tors in fiddle-playing and
dancing from Scotland,
Canada, Norway, Lithuania,
Ireland, the USA, England,
Denmark and Sweden.

They include Alasdair
Fraser with celloist Natalie
Haas, Aonghus Grant, Doug-
las Lawrence, Iain Fraser,
Karen Steven, Mats Melin,
James Alexander, Carmen

Four-day fiddle fest planned for July

Higgins and Sara Reith. Lo-
cal representation includes
Paul Anderson, of Tarland,
recognised as one of Scot-
land’s most exciting fiddle
players, is also taking part.

Tickets will be available
from April 1 from the insti-
tute, which was set up to
include the study of the tra-
ditions of the north and the
north east of Scotland.

Convinced the festival
will be a success, Dr
Russell said: ‘We have se-
cured some of the biggest
names in fiddle and dance
in the North Atlantic, which
is a real testament to the glo-
bal profile of NAFCo.

‘The festival is a truly in-
ternational celebration of fid-
dle and dance from all over
the northern parts of the
world.’

ORGANISERS of this
year’s Cash for Kids event
are hoping to double the
amount of money raised
last year.

The Oban FM Cash for
Kids event raised £3,500
for children at seven local
primary schools and other
worthy children’s causes
last year.

This year it is hoped the
figure will come closer to
£7,000 with the help of peo-
ple in and around the Oban
area.

On Friday, March 10 a ra-
dio auction between 9am-
5pm will sell items donated
by businesses and charita-
ble folk in the area.

The day will culminate in

a Grand Gala Dinner Dance
at the Argyllshire Gathering
Halls at 7.30pm for 8pm
with compere Bill Smith of
Radio Clyde and guest
speaker Charles Kennedy
MP.

There will also be a four-
course meal, a complimen-
tary drink on arrival and a
raffle.

Music will be provided by
the popular band,
Skerryvore.

Neil MacKay, one of the
event organisers, said: ‘The
amount of support for this
event from local businesses
has been tremendous but
any more cash donations or
prizes would be welcome.

‘Seats for the big event on

March 10 are selling
quickly.’

Tickets are still available
from Oban Music and the
Hydro Electric showroom
priced at £25.

Tomorrow (Friday) the
NAF and Half show (Neil
and Alan with Harry) will
be presenting a live broad-
cast outside Tesco between
9am and noon.

Neil said: ‘The live broad-
cast will be used to give
Cash for Kids an extra
boost.

‘The Drifters will be per-
forming in The Corran
Halls that night so if they
are here in time we hope
they can come down and do
a live performance for us.’

Islay’s £10m

sewage plan

is halfway

Kerrera makes moves

down a positive road

A GOVERNMENT an-
nouncement declaring five
locations off the west coast
of Scotland as ‘environ-
mentally high risk’ has been
widely derided.

Transport secretary
Alistair Darling announced
last week that environmen-
tally-sensitive areas around
North and South St Kilda,
Gallan Head on Lewis and
two areas off west Islay
have been designated as
Marine Environmental
High Risk Areas
(MEHRAs).

Pollution

The designations, made to
inform mariners that there
is a risk of pollution from
merchant shipping, put into
effect recommendations
made by the late Lord
Donaldson in his report
Safer Ships, Cleaner Seas,
published after the Braer
tanker disaster off the Shet-
land Isles in January 1993.

However, the St Kilda and
Gallan Head designations
have been criticised by the
man in charge of environ-
mental services on the
Western Isles.

Councillor Angus
Nicolson, chairman of en-
vironmental services at
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar
(Western Isles Council)
said the MEHRAs were ‘in-
adequate’ and ‘a sop to the
real need to protect the en-
vironment’.

Councillor Nicolson, who
is also president of anti-pol-
lution organisation KIMO
International, said: ‘We
need real protection for the
coastline and not mere to-
kens.

‘Years late’

‘These designations are
years late and cover only a
miniscule part of the area
under threat.

‘It is no more than using
a sponge to stop a flood and
then claiming to have dealt
with the threat.’

The Royal Society for
the Protection of Birds
Scotland and
WorldWildlife Fund Scot-
land have also condemned
the decision not to include
the Minches in the
MEHRA list.

However, Mr Darling said
that new protective meas-
ures for the Minches were
due to be announced in
July.

‘Sensitive’

area

selection

slated

THE FIRST of no doubt
many informal evenings
featuring contemporary
music and a more relaxed
style of worship was held
on Sunday evening in
Oban.

The Corran Esplanade
Church of Scotland in Oban
opened its doors to all ages
but particularly those who
may have drifted away
from the traditional church
or who are looking for a
more relaxed form of wor-
shipping at its SNX - Sun-
day Night Extra - evening.

The casual evening
started off with a DVD clip,
followed by the praise
band, including some of the
H2O band members and
others, playing a few con-

Ben Sunderland, Elliot Morrison, Murdoch Gatwood, Calum Smith and
Angus Smith played at the SNX  evening in Corran Esplanade Church. t09snx01

SNX draws in the

contemporary crowd

temporary songs. Four dif-
ferent generations of people
talked to those gathered for
the evening about why they
go to church and then the
Rev Angus Morrison, origi-
nally from Oban, gave a
talk.

The Rev Morrison, min-
ister of St Columba’s Old
Parish Church in Storno-
way, is also the convener of

the Mission and Disciples
Committee for the Church
of Scotland.

Tea and coffee, with
snacks and cakes, was
served during an interval,
giving people time to chat
and exchange views, before
the praise band led some
more singing.

The next SNX evening is
on March 26.

A ‘VITAL’ £10 million plan
by Scottish Water to up-
grade Islay’s treatment of
waste water has reached the
halfway stage.

New waste water treat-
ment works in Port Ellen
and Port Charlotte are up
and running.

The next stage of the plan
is to complete waste water
treatment works for Bow-
more and Portnahaven and
Port Wemyss.

There has also been a
£200,000 upgrade of Torra
water treatment works to
improve the quality of
drinking water on the is-
land.

Project Manager Alistair
Graham said: ‘Islay is an
idyllic island, rich in wild-
life and popular with visi-
tors.

‘The environment is now
benefiting from completion
of these waste water treat-
ment works.

‘They are an investment
for generations to come.’

New treatment works

situated at Port Ellen and
Port Charlotte are now
treating the waste water
from these villages.

This will prevent the dis-
charge of raw sewage into
coastal waters.

Port Ellen

In Port Ellen, sewers and
pumping stations will take
waste water to a treatment
works south-east  of the vil-
lage.

The final effluent is trans-
ferred through a long sea
outfall pipe into the Irish
Sea.

Port Charlotte’s waste
water is also transferred
using sewers and pumping
stations to a treatment
works to the south of the
village.

It will then be discharged
into deep waters.

A spokesman for Scottish
Water said the work at Port-
nahaven and Port Wemyss
was nearly complete and
that all four projects were
vital to the island.

The project at Bowmore

is costing £4.5 million
alone.

At the moment Bow-
more’s sewage is dis-
charged into Loch Indaal
from two short length
outfalls.

The Scottish Water
project will result in one
discharge of treated effluent
into deeper water off Bow-
more.

According to Scottish
Water this will improve the
local environment and put
an end to the unpleasant
sight and smell of raw sew-
age.

Many waste water treat-
ments operating on the
mainland produce a final
product known as ‘sludge
cake’ which can be used as
fertiliser once treated.

In Bowmore on Islay, an
innovative system called
Aero Fac will be used to
treat the ‘sludge cake’ so
the island’s sludge does
not have to be transported
to be treated on the main-
land.

KERRERA’S road woes
could soon be over after
some positive discussions
at a meeting in Kilbowie
House, Oban.

Members of the newly
formed Isle of Kerrera
Residents Association
(IKRA) met with repre-
sentatives of Argyll and
Bute Council, Argyll and
Islands Enterprise (AIE),
Scottish Executive, Oban
Yachts and Dunollie Es-
tates.

IKRA members told the
meeting how the island’s
existing roads’ network
gave islanders a number of
problems.

AIE representative at the
meeting Douglas Cowan
told The Oban Times: ‘It’s

a good thing to have a road
linking the north and south
of the island for both social
and economic reasons.

‘On the face of it we
would be interested in help-
ing but I don’t know
whether it will cost £50,000
or £500,000 so without
knowing what the road will
cost we cannot commit to
anything.’

Costings
However, Kerrera resi-

dents have had a forestry
track, linking the existing
roads network to the north
end of the island, costed at
£80,000.

Argyll and Bute Council
has already set aside
£80,000 but that is only to
improve Kerrera’s existing

public roads, not any new
road developments.

Argyll and Bute Council
said it is looking into grant
availability schemes for
revenue funding for a
north-south link road on
Kerrera.

IKRA treasurer David
Keyes said: ‘I found the
meeting quite positive.

‘The majority of people
were quite supportive and
understood our needs.’

� Elaine Pearson, one of
only two Kerrera repre-
sentatives on Oban Com-
munity Council, has re-
signed.

The news was announced
at the community council’s
monthly meeting on Mon-
day.

THE SPORT of shinty was
once considered the domain
of physically fit, tough,
Highland men whose sport
mirrored the challenges of
battle.

Today, many women are
finding a place in the tradi-
tional sport of the Gael.

The womens’ shinty sea-
son returns to action this
Sunday with two league
games in Division 1. The
winners of the 2005 Walker
Cup, sponsored by The

Seven Heads Store near
Invergarry, Glasgow Mid
Argyll will travel to
Musselburgh to meet Forth
(formerly Edinburgh Uni-
versity), while Oban play
Glengarry, at Invergarry.

The Womens Camanachd
Association has announced
that there will be two divi-
sions of female league
shinty this year.

The first  comprises of six
teams - Forth, Glasgow Mid
Argyll, Glengarry, Oban, St

Andrews and Tir Conaill
Harps,  with the second
league boosted by some
new teams including
Inveraray, Bute and Cowal,
Dunnad, Kintrye, Linlithgow
and reserve teams from Glas-
gow Mid Argyll and Tir
Conaill Harps.

This year also sees the
players on the field in divi-
sion one increase from nine
to 10, demonstrating the
increasing popularity of the
game.

Shinty for the fairer sex on the increase
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Pupils at Iona Primary School help to pack up stationery for head teacher Liz
Kennedy’s trip to Malawi. t08mal01

The MV Isle of Arran alongside Tobermory Pier. t09cal01

Ferry rekindles memories of

days gone by at Tobermory

IT’S BEEN like the old days for Tobermory, with a large
Caledonian MacBrayne ferry alongside the pier.

Time was the boats used to call in on their way to the
outer isles but that service was cut back years ago.

MV Isle of Arran, currently the fleet’s spare boat, has
been tied up at Tobermory awaiting deployment,
strategically placed in the network on stand by. Tobermory

is more or less in the middle of the network of routes. A
lot of people in Tobermory have said how nice it is to see
a boat at the pier again.

MV Isle of Arran will be going for her own annual dry
docking in Aberdeen in early March before starting her
summer programme with some relief work in Stornoway
in April before going onto Islay.

No decision on

Gaelic version of

famous book
HARRY Potter’s adven-
tures may be filmed right in
the middle of the Ghaid-
healtachd, but so far his
stories have not made it into
Gaelic.

You can read them in
practically every modern
language imaginable and in
Welsh, Irish Gaelic, Latin
and Ancient Greek.

Despite the Hogwart’s
Express thundering across
Glenfinnan viaduct and
quiddich being played up in
Glencoe, you’ll not find a
word about the young
magician in Gaelic.

Publishers Bloomsbury is
considering whether Harry
Potter will be published in
Gaelic or dropped in favour
of a second Latin

translation. In autumn last
year Jane Brunton  of The
Ferry Shop, Fionnphort,
wrote to the publishers
asking about the plans for
a Gaelic edition; she had
received a number of
inquiries about this.

A spokeswoman from
Bloomsbury Children’s
Books told campaigners for
a Gaelic edition: ‘This
project is still very much up
in the air. We have currently
placed the Scottish-Gaelic
edition on hold, in an
attempt to gauge interest in
either this edition or a
second Latin edition.’

She added that if the
Gaelic edition does go
ahead it will be some time
this year.

MULL Theatre has submit-
ted amendments to the
plans for its new building at
Druimfin.

The famous company will
lose its venue next year and
is now building at Druimfin
to create a space for
rehearsal rooms, a scenery
workshop and storage area,
office accommodation and
space for its marketing,
administration and educa-
tional work.

The original plan was for
a traditional pitched roof
but modifications are now
being sought to give the
building a long, flat sloping
roof.

This will help improve the
acoustics and be an easier

Mull Theatre on the

move to Druimfin

space in which to hang
lights. Mull Theatre
adminstration staff have
already moved from their
tiny old offices on Main
Street, Tobermory, to the
Lodge at Druimfin, work on
the car park is under way
and work will then start on
the actual building. The
company hopes to be in the
new accommodation by
next year.

Holiday fun

PUPILS from Tobermory
High School are off on an
Outward Bound holiday
this spring.

The second year pupils
will be staying at the Loch
Eil Outward Bound Centre.

New sonar in

west coast

navy exercise
THE ROYAL Navy says
that new sonar equipment
being tested for the first
time in Exercise Neptune
Warrior off the west coast
of Scotland will not be
operated if marine
mammals are in the area.

The Low Frequency
Active Sonar (LFAS) Sonar
2087 has been fitted to
HMS Northumberland, a
RN frigate taking part in the
exercise.

The Royal Navy says it
has carried out environ-
mental impact assessments
on Sonar 2087 at a cost of
more than £1.5 million and
there is no evidence that

whales or dolphins are at
risk because of the use of
the sonar.

While acknowledging that
underwater sound has the
potential to cause problems
for the marine environment,
the Royal navy stresses that
it uses Sonar 2087 in an
‘environmentally respon-
sible way’.

Before the equipment is
switched on a detailed
check and sweep of the area
is made to ensure there are
no marine mammals in the
areas.

It is then switched on at
low power before being
built up to full power.

If any whales or dolphins
are present, the RN says it
is not switched on.

The only exception to this
would be in time of a
national crisis or in time of
war.

The new sonar system
allows ships to seek out
modern, silent submarines
in inshore waters.

Exercise Neptune Warrior
is one of three naval
exercises that take place
three times a year and this
exercise will run until
March 10.

Tiree and Benbecula
airports will be used for
mock bombing runs and
Oban, Plockton and
Stornoway airports will be
in regular use.

The exercise will include
three destroyers, five
frigates - with five
helicopters - four support
ships and two submarines.

In the air there will be 50
aircraft, including 34 fast
jets and five maritime patrol
aircraft, plus support from
electronic warfare,
reconnaissance, air-to-air
refuelling and command
and control units.

OTTAKAR’S from Oban travelled over to Mull to hold a
book fair at the island’s high school.

The fair was held in the library at Tobermory High School
and the school also had a visiting author that day, Andrew
Dickson.

Andrew has recently written and published The Lost
Ducklings and he spent time talking to third and fourth year
pupils about writing techniques.

He also read the book to primary one, two and three pupils.

Tobermory high book fair

Iona on

target

with

revamp
A TRANSFORMATION
has taken place on the Isle
of  Iona and the St Columba
Steadings are on target to
open at Easter.

The old, tumbled down
building has been
transformed into a
magnificent home to
showcase the work of 11
craftsmen and women on
the island.

This community effort
has received grants and
services donated free of
charge and will be home to
Aosclana, jewellery and
fine art textiles by Mhairi
Killin, knitwork by Issy on
Iona and the nine people
who comprise the craft co-
operative Oran Creative
Crafts.

Grants have come from
Argyll and Islands

Enterprise, WHELK Lea-
der +, the SJ Noble Trust, a
loan from The Highland
Fund and support from the
Russell Trust through the
auspices of the National
Trust for Scotland.
Architect  George Keith
from Edinburgh was one of
the many friends or family
members who gave their
services to the project.

Garden
Work is now in the final

stages; there will be a
landscaped garden, parking
and full disabled access.

The building will be
officially opened on April 1
and open for business for
Easter weekend.

The building work has
been by Iona-based  Colin
MacDougall and Andy
Dougall.

Colin MacDougall building a wall for the garden
outside the St Columba Steadings. t08wal01

Miss is off to Malawi
THE HEAD teacher of Iona
Primary School is one of
two Argyll and Bute teach-
ers taking part in a visit to
Malawi.

Liz Kennedy from Iona
and Catriona MacLeod
from Ardrishaig are joining
a party of teachers from
across Scotland taking part
in a visit to Malawi,
organised through the
League for the Exchange of
Commonwealth Teachers.

The trip ties in with First
Minister Jack McConnell’s
work to link Scotland with
and help the African
country.

All Mrs Kennedy’s pupils

on Iona are helping to make
sure her visit will be one
that will benefit the African
pupils.

Using the internet, the
pupils on the tiny
Hebridean island have been
asking all their fellow
schools in Argyll and Bute
to make a small donation of
equipment for Mrs
Kennedy to take with her.

The little things that
Scottish pupils take for
granted, like pencils,
sharpeners, disposable felt
tip pens and jotters, are all
at a premium in Malawi, not
to mention chalk and
exercise books.

‘Every day has been like
Christmas, as parcels have
arrived,’ said Mrs Kennedy.

‘The children have helped
me unpack the supplies, and
then make up parcels for
schools in Malawi.’

These are now going to be
sent out on pallets from the
Raven Trust, Strachur.

Mrs Kennedy will be
based about a day’s journey
out of the Malawian capital
of Lilongwe.

Scotland has historically
had strong links with
Malawi because of the
Church of Scotland links
with the country which
helped it to independence.

Mull out of luck as new lottery

scratch card rules enforced
IF YOU’RE feeling lucky, then Mull might
not be the place for you.

The National Lottery has applied a
nationwide ruling that it will only allow
its scratch card games to be sold at
premises that have the terminals to sell
entries to the actual national lotteries.

This has come in as one of the conditions
of Camelot’s second licence to run the
lottery. The firm is obliged to maximise
the return for good causes.

Many smaller businesses have not
installed the lottery machines; in some
cases the connection is not physically
possible, but they were doing a good trade
in scratch card games as their way of
joining in. Mull has two terminals selling
lottery tickets. They are in Tobermory, next
door to each other in the Co-op Store and

Post Office, and not much use to anyone
on the Ross of Mull who fancies a flutter.

Fionnphort Post Office, for example, has
thousands of tourists through the doors in
the summer. ‘We get a lot of disappointed
tourists and also our regular customers,’
said Jane Brunton from the post office.

But the National Lottery’s loss is Mull
Rugby Football Club’s gain. The rugby
club has started up its own lottery just over
a month ago, where people pick three
numbers on a card.

All might not be lost for lottery fans.
Camelot has something called a
community outlet for small rural
communities and once a quarter it carries
out a review nationwide so there is a
chance one or more of these might come
to the island.

Protected

on Islay

THE CHOUGH is to be
added to the list of species
given special protection on
Islay.

Scottish Natural Heritage
has told the Scottish
Executive that the Gruinart
Flats Special Protection Area
(SPA) is of European
importance for chough,
under the EC Wild Birds
Directive.

Gruinart Flats SPA was first
classified in July 1998 for
barnacle geese, Greenland
white-fronted geese and
light-bellied brent geese.
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Street. The old library in the
Corran Halls closed its
doors for the last time on
Wednesday evening last
week ahead of its relocation
to the former Job Centre at
77 Albany Street.

Moving the library lock,

stock and barrel was a
mammoth task for librarian
Kevin Barker and staff.

Thousands of books had
to be carefully packed away
and transported to their new
home in time for its opening
today. Boxes upon boxes of

books, from popular
classics to those not so well
known, were all taken down
from the shelves in the
Corran Halls and moved to
the new premises. The
decision to move was taken
after the Job Centre

building became available
and it was felt it would
provide a better, more
attractive venue for the
many book-borrowers from
Oban and the surrounding
area. It also has better
access for disabled.

THERE are no plans to
change the catchment areas
for schools in Oban when
the new campus is
completed at Soroba.

This will mean pupils that
go from Soroba to Park
Primary School will be
bussed past a school within
a mile of their homes to one
four miles away.

One Oban councillor has
called for the catchment
areas to be redrawn and has
said not to do so would ‘not
be a good use of resources’.

The new campus will
include those children who
already go to Rockfield and
St Columba’s primary
schools and Drummore

Learning Centre. ‘Pupils
coming from Longsdale to
Soroba would be better
going to Park Primary,’ said
Councillor Donald
McIntosh, whose ward
includes Soroba.

Those coming from
Longsdale are not entitled
to free transport at the
moment but once the new
campus is open, they will
have to be bussed up to
Soroba - past the pupils
from Soroba being bussed
to Park on the other side of
town. The catchment areas
for the two schools cuts
through the middle of
Soroba.

‘Not only that, the kids

that get buses to Rockfield
just now will be within a
mile of the campus,’ said
Councillor McIntosh, ‘and
there will be 250-300 pupils
every morning and
afternoon walking up and
down McCaig Road. The
whole thing needs to be
seriously looked at. The
education department is not
taking the opportunity to do
that with the new school
campus.’

A spokesman for Argyll
and Bute Council
confirmed there was no
proposal to change the
catchment areas.

‘For such a change, a
public consultation would

be required. Children from
Soroba will be able to
transfer to the new campus
if they want to, dependent
on there being space for
them.’

With reference to
Councillor McIntosh’s
concerns regarding the
number of children walking
up and down McCaig Road,
the spokesman said that if
there was a road safety
issue the council would
investigate it.

‘But they will only
declare an area unsafe if it
is considered unsafe even
when a child is
accompanied by an adult,’
he added.

THERE were volumes of
boxes and boxes of volumes
as Oban library moved from
one end of the town to
another.

Oban library opens its
doors today (Thursday) in
its new premises on Albany

What will

happen on

North Pier?

AS OBAN War and Peace
moves into its new home
the future of the building it
vacated hangs in the
balance.

War and Peace had to find
a new home because Argyll
and Bute Council was
putting its home on the
North Pier up for sale.

Now the potential buyers
will walk away if they don’t
get the necessary
permission.

The bid by War and Peace
was unsuccessful for the
premises known as ‘the
white building’, as were
ones by neighbours Gilbert
MacKechnie of the
Columba Hotel and Alan
MacLeod of E-Usk
restaurant. The bid the
council accepted was from
bookmakers Ladbrokes but
the betting giant needs to
get all the necessary
permission -  both planning
and gaming licence.

Ladbrokes has said it will
buy if it can use the building

for the purpose it intends,
namely a second
bookmarkers, to run along
with its existing operation
on Stevenson Street.

The fact that Oban has
such a large influx of
visitors during the season is
one of the reasons why it
wants a second premises.

Objection
Oban Community

Council made a strong
objection against
Ladbrokes opening on the
pier. Planning permission
was granted but a gaming
licence was refused.
Ladbrokes is to appeal
against the refusal and the
hearing will be on April 7.

A spokesman for the firm
confirmed this week that if
the appeal was lost then the
firm would not be interested
in pursuing the matter any
further.

‘We are still looking to
have the property but until
the appeal is heard there
isn’t much more to say.’

He added that if turned
down a second time he
‘would doubt it’ that the
firm would bother with
another appeal.

A spokesman for Argyll
and Bute Council said on
Monday that the deal has
not fallen through.

‘It is still on if the
proposed developer
receives all appropriate
permissions,’ he said.

The irony of the situation
has not been lost on
members of Oban War and
Peace, which opens its new
premises in the former
Oban Times building  on the
Corran Esplanade to the
public for the first time on
Saturday.

John Wilson, chairman of
War and Peace, said: ‘We
were disappointed at the
time that we did not get the
building, but where we are
we are quite happy.

‘There is no point in
looking back. We now have
better premises.’

Call for school catchment

areas to be realigned
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AN OBAN 10-year-old is
set to star on BBC
television next week.

A crew from the weekly
Gaelic magazine show Dè-
a-nis? spent the day filming
with Lisa-Marie Parkinson
last Thursday (February 23)
for their An Rudas Ffièarr
Leam segment.

That particular part of the
programme features young
Gaelic speakers from across
Scotland highlighting their
favourite things.

Keen Highland dancer
Lisa-Marie, a pupil at St

Columba’s Gaelic Unit,
was filmed walking her
dog, feeding her guinea pig,
looking round her favourite
shop and showing off her
dancing.

She also filmed an
introduction to her piece at
Oban bay and got to
introduce her wee sister,
five-year-old Samantha.

Speaking towards the end
of the busy day, Lisa-
Marie’s mum Frances said:
‘The BBC group were
magic.

‘We had a great day and

Lisa-Marie really enjoyed
herself.’

And what’s it like to spend
the day living the life of a
television presenter?

‘It’s been great fun,’ said
Lisa-Marie, of Pulpit Hill.

‘I’ve had an absolutely
brilliant day.’

The programme will be
shown on BBC2 next
Thursday (March 9) at
6pm.

If you can’t tune in, make
sure you set your video to
catch Lisa-Marie’s stellar
performance.

Oban’s Lisa-Marie Parkinson will be the star of BBC Television’s Dè a-nis?
next Thursday evening. t09lmp01

Lisa’s star role in Gaelic

television programme

MOVES are afoot to get the
town of Oban Fairtrade
status before Fairtrade
Fortnight from March 6-19.

In order to achieve this,
Argyll and Bute Council
has to have passed a
resolution supporting
Fairtrade, which it did in
June 2005, and a wide
range of Fairtrade products
has to be on offer in local
shops.

A number of shops selling
foodstuffs already have a
wide range of Fairtrade
products on sale, including
the charity shop Oxfam.

Places of work also have
to use Fairtrade products
and a number in Oban
already do, like the Oban
Chocolate Company, CGL
Printers and Stationers and
Argyll and Bute Council
offices.

Even Oban High School is
supporting Fairtrade
through the senior pupils’
enterprise company Fair
Doos Fairtrade hampers
and by selling Fairtrade
products in the school
tuckshop.

Several of the town’s
churches have also joined

the campaign by using
Fairtrade products and
Kilmore and Oban Parish
churches have achieved Eco
Congregation status.

Moira Copeland, of Oban
Fairtrade Steering Group,
said: ‘We need to encourage
more local businesses and
tourist establishments to
use Fairtrade products and
to promote the cause.

‘Information has already
been circulated to hotels,
guest houses and bed and
breakfasts as well as to a
number of other
businesses.’

Making Oban a Fair

Trade town

Volumes of boxes as Oban library moves

Oban librarian Kevin Barker and Ann Dalgaty preparing for their move to new premises in Albany Street. t09lib01

Help an

Otter

raise a

lotta cash

OBAN Otter Colin
Cameron is getting in the
swim to help children less
fortunate than himself.

Colin, aged 13, is the son
of Stuart and Christine and
lives at Iona Drive,
Dunollie.

As a keen swimmer he is
a member of Oban Otters
and has represented the
town in various galas
throughout the West of
Scotland.

He is taking part in the
National Swimathon
Challenge at Atlantis
Leisure on March 24, when
his challenge is to swim
2,500 metres, or 100
lengths of the pool. He is
looking for people to
sponsor him to raise money
for charity.

Swimathon is a national
event held annually to raise
money for the NCH, a
charity which supports
vulnerable children in the
UK.

Eighty per cent of the
money raised by youngsters
like Colin goes towards the
charity and the remaining
20 per cent goes to the
Swimathon Foundation to
provide grants to local
charities.

atmosphere is intended and the service which is offered
is free. The organisation is run by a committee and there
will be trained volunteer helpers present at each of the
sessions.

Parents and grandparents can feel free to call into the
group. Further information is available from Colline
McKiggan, 01631 567217 and Gil Stewart, 01631
567198. The group’s first meeting is on Tuesday March
7, and it will meet on Tuesday afternoons, from 1.30pm
to 3.30pm in the Oban Youth and Community Centre in
Soroba Lane and on Thursday evenings, 7.30pm to 9pm
in the Lorn Resource Centre, Soroba Road.

THE NEW parents group, Parents Together, starts on
Tuesday in Oban.

A charitable organisation, run by parents for parents,
Parents Together offers a place to meet others, talk over
parenting issues, get information and make friends.

Parents will also have the opportunity, if they wish, to
talk confidentially to a trained parent about any worries
they might have.

In addition there will be the chance to learn about
parenting skills.

Grandparents and relatives who find themselves in a
parenting role are also included in the new group. A cafe

New Parents Together group

editor@obantimes.co.uk

THE NAMES of more than
40 Oban High School
teachers have been entered
into a controversial website
which allows school pupils
to ‘mark’ their teachers’
performance in the
classroom.

The website is called
ratemyteachers.co.uk and
originated from America
and has turned the tables on
school teachers all over the
UK by allowing pupils to
rate them.

Pupils are asked to list
their teachers’ names and
the subjects they teach into
the website.

They then mark them out
of five for a variety of skills
and give an overall score of
poor, average, good or
popular.

More than 20 pupils have
made disparaging remarks
about one female Oban
High School teacher who
it’s claimed on the website
is, ‘...unfair, unkind and
unwilling to hear our

opinions or thoughts’.
Another teacher’s class-
room methods are criticised
but many of the entries do
not contain any comments,
although all of the teachers
receive a ‘rating’.

None of the entries are
signed by pupils.

It is believed some of the
teachers in the school are
aware about being listed on
the site but rector Linda
Kirkwood was not one of
them.

She said she would take a
closer look at the website at
her home as it couldn’t be
accessed at the school but
she expressed her dis-
appointment in the entries.

Mrs Kirkwood said: ‘I
haven’t seen it yet but
teachers have a hard enough
job as it is without this.
Something like this is just
going to deter people from
becoming teachers and then
society will be crying out
for them.

‘It is disappointing.’

Oban high

pupils rate

teachers on

website

Business Skills Seminars

An Introduction to Marketing

This course explores ways to market both new products and services
as well as those which are already established.

Topics covered include: different methods of advertising; dos and
don’ts of selling; how to present your company and yourself; and

simple guides to ongoing promotion.

Atlantis Leisure, Oban

Wednesday 22 March 2006

from 9.30 a.m. to 4.30 p.m.
Course Fee £20 (including VAT)

Tools and Techniques for Problem Solving

This course looks at a range of tools and techniques for problem
solving and their application, both in the development of new and

established businesses.
Topics covered include: defining the problem; analysis of causes;

generating and implementing solutions; and measuring the success of
your solution.

Corran Halls, Oban

Friday 24 March 2006

from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Course Fee £20 (including VAT)

To book a place or for further information contact Karen or Ishbel at
Smart Successful Solutions Limited

01866 833500

Argyll and the Islands Enterprise, The Enterprise Centre
Kilmory Industrial Estate, Lochgilphead, PA31 8SH

www.hie.co.uk/aie

To advertise in the
LOOK AT OBAN PAGES in the

The Oban Times

call 01631 568000
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As in all large and

successful businesses

Rembrand Timber

Ltd was incor-

porated from

humble beginnings,

in this case a small

warehouse in

Dundee which they

operated from for

the first two years

of their inception.

Now, 24 years

later the Company

has 14 branches all

over Scotland and

the latest branch

has opened up right

here in Oban.

Rembrand Timber

is the country's

largest indep-

endent timber

merchant with a

workforce of 150

and has become a

true Scottish

success story.

But it is a simple

ideology that has

made the Company

what it is today: a

wide range of

quality products at

competitive prices.

The Oban branch

is the only timber

merchant in the

town and staff can

offer expert advice

to ensure you and

your business get

the benefit of all

their experience.

The Oban branch

opened two weeks

ago but already the

forecourt is filling up

with local joiners and

builders who

recognise quality and

service when it is

offered.  Rembrand

Timber specialises in

joinery products but its

huge range of wood

species makes it the

obvious first choice for

anyone seeking the

best in timber

materials.

Local tradesman

William Gillies of Wm

C Gillies in Taynuilt,

was one of the first

customers in

Rembrand timber's

Oban branch.  He said

"I saw it as a chance of

trying something new.

I wanted to see what

Rembrand Timber was

Congratulations to

Rembrand Timber Ltd

on the opening of the

Oban Depot

McGregor Glass &

Glazing - Dundee

6 Donald's Lane Lochee Dundee

Tel: 01382610612  Fax: 01382 400464

e-mail: enquiries@formanconstruction.co.uk

Forman Construction Ltd

are pleased to be the

main contractor for

Rembrand Timber Ltd

Congratulations on the opening of the new Oban Depot

FORMAN

like and see if it is as

good as it's reputation

suggests.  They are

very good and very

helpful.  Their

products are of an

excellent quality and I

got the impression

they can get you

anything you need

within their range of

products.  The first day

I got in touch was

when I needed a

special length of

timber.  Normally it

would have taken

weeks to get it but I

contacted Rembrand

Timber which had

exactly what I needed

in its Dundee branch,

I had it two days later.

That was the main

reasons I have chosen

to stick with them".

As for the range of

items avai lable,

Rembrand Timber

has one of the most

extensive in its field

with everything from

treated, regularised

and graded timber for

the construction

industry to luxurious

floorings and the

most energy efficient

triple glazed

windows.  Not to

mention a full range

of Finnish Log Cabins.

REMBRAND TIMBER HAS OTHER BRANCHES IN:

Inverness, Elgin, Inverurie, Forfar, Dundee, Leith,

Perth, Edinburgh, Selkirk, Falkirk, Irvine, Bellshill

from all at

Good Luck to

You've trie
d the res

t

       no
w try the 

best
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Sheffield Insulations, Bellshill

Wishes every success to

Rembrand Timber

Sheffield Insulations

Righead Industrial Estate

Bellshill, Lanarkshire

ML4 3NA

Tel: 01698 575700

Fax: 01698 575701

Email: Bellshill@sheffins.co.uk

EMBA

TIMBER TRADING (U.K.) LIMITED

Best wishes to

From all at

George Low

The company’s

owner George

Low has over 35

years experience

himself in the

timber trade and

knows his staff

are among the

most know-

ledgable about

their trade as

anyone in the

country.

George said:

‘Part of our

service is having

knowledgab le

and customer

friendly staff.

‘We are open

to tradesmen

and the public;

anyone coming

in wil l  f ind a

range to suit

them.

‘We have

materials here

that can help

people with

any building

project.’

To be one of the

country's top timber

merchants requires

your business to

keep up with

e v e r - d e v e l o p i n g

technology.

Rembrand Timber

has established its

own computer stock

keeping system to

ensure all its branches

have what you want,

when you want it.

But if you need

something which is

not one of the

R e m b r a n d

Timber products

are influenced by

its environmental

policy.

I t  is  the

C o m p a n y ' s

pol icy to buy

p r o d u c t s

c e r t i f i e d

by the Forest

S t e w a r d s h i p

Counci l  (FSC)

a l l o w i n g

customers to

choose products

knowing they are

not contributing

to destruction of

the world 's

forest. They are

both F.S.C. and

P . E . F . C .

accredited.

In an effort to

provide the

very best quality

p r o d u c t s ,

R e m b r a n d

Timber imports

a vast amount of

timber from all

over the world

i n c l u d i n g

S c a n d i n a v i a ,

Spain,  The

Balt ic  States,

America, Russia,

and the Far

East.

But, of course,

the Company

also buys in the

best of British

from specialist

leading UK

J o i n e r y

Manufacturers.

company's 1,400

product items,

the company will

source and deliver

the customer's

r e q u i r e m e n t

promptly and cost

effectively.

So whether you need

a lorry-load or a

handful of items, make

Rembrand Timber

Ltd your first

stop for all your

timber requirements -

you won't be

disappointed!!

Edminston & Mitchell

Wishing future success to
Rembrand Timber with their

new Oban depot

RememberRemember
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Fort William couple avoid jail after admitting neglecting three children

Care home

cash row

Mush-mush, Siberian huskies hit Lochaber

Musher Lynn Evans urges her huskies on during the Leanachan Lope race.

A WOMAN and her partner have been given community
service after pleading guilty to neglecting and abandoning
three children in Fort William.

Donna MacLean, aged 22, and her partner Sean Coffey,
aged 21, appeared in Fort William Sheriff Court last week
where they pled guilty to failing to provide proper care
for the children, leaving them undressed and in
unhygienic conditions at a house in the town.

The court heard that the pair had been in charge of the
children, who cannot be named for legal reasons, between
August 30 and September 4 last year.

Several witnesses had tried to gain entry to the house

in the morning and later in the afternoon of August 30
and could hear children shouting inside. The second time,
witnesses had been let in by Coffey and found the house
to be a mess, dirty and with used nappies lying around.

When social workers went to the house later that day,
efforts had been made to tidy up, Procurator Fiscal Alison
Wyllie told the court.

On September 4, a witness saw a child covered in
excrement with its arms up against the bedroom window.

Miss Wyllie said the witness had described seeing
excrement smeared on the walls, the floors and on the
children and although Coffey had washed one of the

children, there was still excrement in their hair and there
was a strong smell of urine.

Defence agent for Maclean, Stephen Kennedy, said both
MacLean and Coffey had joint responsibility for looking
after the children but had struggled to cope.

‘When the children were allowed to run free, they found
it impossible to stop the children from wrecking the
house,’ said Mr Kennedy.

He said MacLean was on medication for a skin problem
that made her sleep for long hours and when things
became difficult she had not asked for help.

Hamish Melrose, defending Coffey, said that his client,

a first offender, had no parenting experience and had only
been seeing MacLean for a couple of months before the
incidents.

‘He was clearly out of his depth,’ said Mr Melrose.
Sheriff Small said: ‘After I heard the Procurator Fiscal’s

narrative I really thought that you both would be going
to prison for these offences. I am persuaded that would
not be the appropriate disposal.’

Coffey, of Nairn Crescent, Fort William, was ordered
to carry out 150 hours’ community service and MacLean,
also of Nairn Crescent, was given 180 hours’ community
service.

THE ARRIVAL of snow on
Aonach Mor last week has
kick-started the ski season
at Nevis Range with staff
working round the clock to
ensure the slopes are open
for business.

Packed powder snow and
bright clear conditions
brought more than 3,000
skiers and boarders to the
resort over the weekend.

Sunday saw the busiest
ski-ing day at Nevis Range
since 2004 with the ski

school stretched to full
capacity with half term
holidaymakers making the
most of the conditions.

Nevis Range managing
director Marian Austin said:
‘It’s great to see so many
people of all ages and
abilities enjoying the good
conditions. Feedback from
our customers so far has
been really positive.’

The resort also staged the
annual ‘mammoth descent’
where competitors make a

dash from the summit of
Aonach Mor to the top
station from where they
then climb Sgurr
Finnisgaig.

With snow forecast for the
Highlands this week Nevis
Range is looking forward to
record numbers of skiers
heading for national ski and
snowboard day on Saturday
March 4.

Nevis Range is offering a
special beginners package
over the weekend.

Snow kick-starts ski season

notebook, skip-cap, a baton
and handcuffs.

The weapons he is alleged
to have had in his
possession in a car in the
Viewforth Car Park on
February 10 this year,
include three loaded sawn-
off shotguns, two air pistols
and a stun gun.

He is also alleged to have
had in his possession two
lock knives, a scalpel and a
Stanley knife.

A GLASGOW man is
alleged to have had an
arsenal of weapons
including loaded sawn-off
shotguns and pistols at a car
park in Fort William.

Philip George Duncan
Bradley, aged 38, of 4
Bishops Gate Road,
Glasgow, is also alleged to
have possessed a police
uniform, two warrant cards
in the name of a constable
and a detective sergeant, a

Mr Bradley is also
charged with possession of
two counterfeit £100 notes.

It is also alleged he was
in possession of cannabis
and diazepam.

He appeared in private at
Fort William Sheriff Court
last week where he made no
application for bail and was
fully committed until his
next court appearance.

Mr Bradley was
remanded in custody.

A SENIOR citizens group
is demanding an
independent inquiry into
care home costs after
claiming Highland Council
has given false figures in a
consultation.

At a meeting this week
with the council’s housing
and social work chairperson
Margaret Davidson,
Highland Senior Citizens
Network (HSCN)
demanded a full
independent comparative
analysis of care home
running costs by Audit
Scotland.

Highland Council is
consulting on a plan to
privatise seven care homes
across the region including
Invernevis House in Fort
William.

The council’s briefing
notes into modernising care
for the elderly, published
last month, say that
independent providers can
deliver residential care for
£18,000 per person per year
less than the council. It
states that the independent
sector care costs are on

average £405 per week per
resident while the council
care costs £754. After the
meeting HSCN chairman
Dr Ian McNamara said the
network contended that the
Highland Council decision
to follow a negotiated
procedure as a route to sell
off the provision of care of
the elderly to the
independent sector was not
justified.

False
He said the council had

failed to demonstrate that
its calculation of running
costs on a bed occupancy
basis was correct. He said
a comparison with actual
bed costs showed the
Highland Council
conclusions were false.

‘The council bases its
calculations on bed
occupancy rather than the
number of beds in each
home over the nine month
period to December 2005,’
said Dr McNamara.

He said that if the
denominator of number of
beds is used, rather than
occupancy, then the

council’s costs for
providing elderly care were
shown to be lower.

He added: ‘At Invernevis
House, the number of beds
is 24, the cost per week
based on occupancy is £766
but the cost per week based
on the number of beds is
£604, a difference per week
for each bed of £162.’

Dr McNamara said: ‘As a
way forward, we formally
propose a full independent
comparative analysis of
running costs by Audit
Scotland; a report on the
efficient use of the homes
to ensure as full occupancy
as possible, including
respite care, a full
disclosure of the costs of
upgrading all Highland
Council care homes and a
study of the various options
to meet the costs of
upgrading these homes.

A Highland Council
spokesperson said that
councillor Margaret Dav-
idson would try to answer
all the questions the Senior
Citizens Network has as
quickly as possible.

IT WASN’T the return of
the wolf to the Highlands,
as some wildlife enthusiasts
would like to see, but the
panting of Siberian Husk-
ies in Lochaber.

The Leanachan Lope race
which is  run under the aus-
pices of the Siberian Husky
Club of Great Britain took
place at Aonach Mor at the
weekend. One of the organ-

isers Matt Emery said the
two-day event had gone
very well.

He said: ‘A race has been
held in Fort William for
around three or four years

but this was the first time
there was one in February.
It is growing as an event and
people enjoy the atmos-
phere surrounding it.’

Matt and his wife Helen

live near Fort Augustus and
own 18 huskies. The cou-
ple take their dogs out
around three to four times
each week to keep them fit
for rallies.

Hockey team

reaches final

LOCHABER is famous for
producing fine shinty players
but now Lochaber High
School is producing some
great hockey players as well.

The school’s hockey team,
which boasts four Scottish
internationals, has made it to
the Scottish Schools’ under-
18 boys’ cup final.

In a remarkable achieve-
ment, as it is unusual for a
state school to reach the fi-
nal, the team will play either
George Watson’s or Loretto
today (Thursday) at the Na-
tional Hockey Centre in
Peffermill.

Military on

Kinlochleven

manoeuvres

THE ARMY’S 51st (Scot-
tish) Brigade is warning of
out-of-hours flying and
noise around Kinlochleven
early next month.

An exercise, involving
helicopters and fixed wing
aircraft, will take place
between March 13 and 24.

A tactical assault by a
helicopter-borne infantry
company is also to be
carried out at Kinlochleven.

Troops will carry
weapons and blank
ammunition will be used as
part of the ground activity.

Captain Ramsay Mac-
donald of the 51st Brigade
said: ‘All personnel
involved with the exercise
will be briefed on the
requirement to avoid
disturbance to livestock and
damage to property.’

Exercise control will be
based at Royal Air Force
Leuchars for the duration of
the military flying activity.

A NEW hospital building to
replace the dilapidated
Belford Hospital is being
looked at by NHS
Highland.

The move follows its re-
classification as a rural
general hospital (RGH) by
NHS Highland earlier this
month.

A working group has been
set up to define the role and
function of the new RGH.

Gill McVicar, general
manager of the Mid-

Highland Community
Health Partnership,
confirmed that a new
building was a possibility.

She said: ‘We are looking
at the possibility of building
a new hospital. We are
gathering information for
planning and the output of
the Rural General Hospital
planning group will help to
steer that.’

TBAG, the group which
campaigned to save the Fort
William hospital from

downgrading, welcomed
the news.

Stewart Maclean, TBAG
co-ordinator, said: ‘This is
precisely the public
statement we have been
waiting for and should
reassure staff and the
community that NHS
Highland now see the way
ahead for the Belford.

‘We will play a full part
in working in this new
group to define the new
Belford. All we need to

know now is when it will
be built.’

Highland Council depute
leader Dr Michael Foxley
said: ‘The small group of
local clinicians who worked
with TBAG and the council
can be justly proud of this
work that will shape rural
healthcare in Scotland for
years to come. In addition,
acceptance of the idea has
assured the future of the
Belford Hospital as a
consultant-led unit.’

New hospital for Lochaber?
Man had arsenal of

weapons in car park

Nevis Range marketing manager Katrina Dexter gets ready to hit the slopes.

Duror speed

limit hopes

after crash

AFTER a three-vehicle
crash in Duror last week
villagers are hoping
common sense will prevail
as they seek an extension to
a proposed 40mph speed
limit.

The Scottish Executive is
set to introduce the speed
restrictions through Duror
on the A828 but local
residents want the limit to
be extended beyond the
Achindarroch junction
where children often cross
the road.

Duror Primary School
Board, Safe Routes for
Schools and the community
council have all pressed the
executive to establish an
extended speed limit.

Although the accident
happened away from the
junction, community
councillor David Chrystal
said it was obviously a
concern that it occurred
where ‘the road is fairly
narrow and there are
children about’.

Morar fence

mystery

deepens

MYSTERY surrounds the
vandalism of a long stretch
of fence on a Morar estate.

Fort William Police were
alerted on February 8 that
a 1,200 metre section of
wire stock fence was
vandalised at Bracarina
sometime in the six days
before.

The fence surrounds a
stretch of forestry land.

Inspector Dougie Allan
said it was an unusual case
and door-to-door inquiries
in the area had not yielded
any information so far.

He said: ‘Every 10 to 15
metres along the fence there
are cuts in the wire. It is in
a secluded area and is a fair
distance.

‘Periodically we will get
access disputes but there is
no suggestion that is the
case here.  We would appeal
for anyone with any
information to contact Fort
William Police Station on
01397 702361.’

Duncan MacDonnell of
Earnsaig, whose land
borders the fence, said it
was ‘disgraceful’ and ‘must
have been a big day’s work
for the vandals’.

NEWSDESK

01631 568000

Man denies

Portree high

fire charge

A SEVENTEEN-year-old
man appeared at Portree
Sheriff Court this week
charged with setting fire to
table tennis balls and hitting
them across a pupils’
common room.

Johnny MacPherson, of
Craig Rannoch, Staffin Road,
Portree, pled not guilty to
setting fire to the common
room and an adjacent sports
hall at Portree High School
on November 11 last year.

MacPherson is due to
appear at Portree Sheriff
Court on April 27 to stand
trial for the alleged offence.

DNA lecture at

Lochaber

High School

THIS Monday Lochaber
High School will host a
Royal Society of Edinburgh
lecture in the school hall.

The lecture, by Dr Adrian
Linacre of the University of
Strathclyde, will be on ‘DNA
profiling - its use in famous
cases’.

Tickets for the lecture,
beginning at 7pm, are £2,
concessions £1, and are
available from the high
school. The lectures are part
of a two-day roadshow which
will see the society give
workshops in the school and
in local primary schools.

Easdale Primary School pupils have been busy this week designing and making
programmes for a Save the Children chairty concert next Wednesday. The

concert, to be held in the Argyllshire Gathering Halls, Oban is being organised
by Easdale Primary School headteacher Maggie Anderson.

RUNNING from Tarbert to
Southend, Scotland’s fifth
national long distance
route, The Kintyre Way,
will officially open in Ar-
gyll on June 10.

Instigated by the Kintyre
Tourism Management Plan-
ning Group back in 2000,
the way marked route will
criss-cross from Tarbert at
the North end of the penin-
sula to Southend in the
South.

Eighty-nine miles long in
total, and with four to seven
days worth of walking, the
Kintyre Way combines se-
rious hiking with gentle
rambles ensuring that walk-
ers of all levels can enjoy
the peninsula’s stunning

scenery, coastline, heritage
and wildlife.

Colin Hossack of the For-
estry Commission Scotland
said: ‘The opening of The
Kintyre Way will be a truly
momentous day. The Kin-
tyre Peninsula is one of
Scotland’s most unexplored
areas, offering spectacular
scenery, beautiful coastline
and outstanding heritage.
We are enormously grateful
in particular to the private
landowners for their partici-
pation, without whom the
launch of The Kintyre Way
in June would simply not be
possible.’

Funded and supported by
The Forestry Commission,
Highland and Islands Enter-

prise, Scottish National
Heritage, Argyll and Is-
lands Enterprise, West Kin-
tyre and East Kintyre Wind
Farm Trusts and Argyll and
Bute Council, the project
has also received support
from community groups
and individuals the length
of the Kintyre Peninsula
and organisers believe this
‘on the ground’ support to
be crucial for the long term
success of The Kintyre
Way.

Bob Chicken, chairman of
The Kintyre Marketing
Group, said: ‘A number of
people have put many years
into this project and it’s
been a real rollercoaster
ride.

‘But every one of the pub-
lic agencies involved has
been hugely supportive and
it has been great to see pri-
vate industry and the public
sector working so well to-
gether for the public good.’

An estimated 4000 walk-
ers will complete the whole
route each year, with sig-
nificant usage also from
short distance, local or day
trip walkers. The economic
impact of these walkers will
be reflected in additional
income to the local econo-
mies from Tarbert to South-
end and it is anticipated that
jobs will also be created in
the area as a direct result of
increased tourism to Kin-
tyre.

To outline in greater de-
tail the benefits of the Kin-
tyre Way to local commu-
nities, the Kintyre Market-
ing Group is hosting two
open meetings in March.
Speakers will include Co-
lin Hossack, who will out-
line the route on the ground,
and also organisers of The
West Highland Way who
will share their experiences
of the economic impact of
a national long distance
walk to local communities.

The open days will be
held on March 14 in
Tarbert, North Kintyre in
Mac and Mags and March
15 in Campbeltown, South
Kintyre, in the Argyll Ho-
tel. Both between 7-9pm.

Kintyre Way to officially open in June

A PIECE of waste land in the
middle of Oban could be used
for housing if a planning ap-
plication is successful.

Argyll Property Ltd, the
Mull based company be-
hind successful develop-
ments such as the 36 homes
at Riverside, Tobermory,
has applied to Argyll and
Bute Council for permis-
sion to build a ‘flatted de-
velopment’ on land north of
the Congregational Church
which lies between the
Jacob’s Ladder path and the
rear of Oban Distillery. The
church sits on the opposite
side of the path.

The road in front of the land
is used for deliveries to the
distillery and to WHSmiths.
The application is for homes
without parking.

Flat plan Oban

waste ground

INTRODUCTION

TO RURAL

DEVELOPMENT

Evening Class, 7-8pm Mondays

Starting 06th March 2006

Join a Video Conference going out across the
Highlands & Islands on the future of rural areas.

This module is all about the investigation and
discussion of the issues which impact on us, the
residents of the rural Highlands & Islands of
Scotland.  In doing so the module focuses on rurality
and what is means. Just what is the rural idyll? Does
it exist? What can we do about population change?
What are its impacts? Why are rural services under
threat? What is the future of agriculture?

Are wind-farms really part of the rural solution? How
does the pattern of land ownership impact on our
future prospects?  How important is the natural
environment & tourism? What are European funds
and what are they doing for us? What is community
planning? Just some of the questions we will attempt
to address during the series of sessions debating
the rural issues present in the modern day
Highlands & Islands.

Sign up now and join the debate on the future of
rural areas. Liven up your Monday evenings!

For further information on this evening class module
in Rural Development then please call Michael
Smith on 01851 770407.
http://www.uhi.ac.uk/ruraldevelopment

1
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An cuala sibh seo?

NHS Argyll and Clyde publishes

final report electronically

THE FINAL annual report
by NHS Argyll  and
Clyde’s director of public
health has been published.

The report, which pro-
vides an up-date on the
health of people living in
the health board’s area, fo-
cuses this year on particu-
lar areas of public health
rather than taking an over-
view.

Not only that, the report
is being published in elec-
tronic format, which
means it can be viewed on
the internet, but paper
copies are available on re-
quest.

The topics this year in-
cluded overweight and
obese children, dental
health for five-year-olds,
managed clinical net-
works for strokes, heart
disease and diabetes,
health and housing, health
and homelessness, men’s
health and suicide.

Comparison
The report uses national

figures and compares
them with those for Argyll
and Clyde to judge how
the area’s health is com-
pared to the rest of the na-
tion.

Points for action are

highlighted in each cat-
egory and examples given
of what is being done
across the area to tackle
the issues faced in each
topic.

For instance obesity in
children has been linked to
breastfeeding in that ba-
bies who are breastfed are
less likely to be predis-
posed to being overweight
in adult life.

The health board has
been involved in a range
of measures to help, from
promoting and helping
mothers to breastfeed to
education, activity and

school meals in schools
and working with families
to raise awareness about
the importance of diet and
physical activities.

Death rates
Although cardiac health

is improving across Argyll
and Clyde, death rates
show the area still lags
behind the rest of Scot-
land.

In Argyll and Bute the
managed c l in ical  net -
work has given funding
to extend the exist ing
card iac  rehabi l i ta t ion
service to newly diag-
nosed patients with an-

gina and heart failure in
North Argyll.

Men’s health assessment
clinics were due to be es-
tablished in Argyll and
Clyde from June last year
to provide basic health
checks, information and
advice.

Men still have a shorter
life expectancy than
woman and in Argyll the
average life expectancy
for men is 71.5 years com-
pared to 77.7 years for
women.

In Scotland the average
is 73 years for men and
78.4 years for women.

DESPITE having to postpone
the original ceilidh dance,
Barcaldine Community Asso-
ciation was pleased with the
turn-out on Saturday evening
for its fund-raising ceilidh.

Held in the Victory Hall,
Benderloch, the association’s
self-funding team organised
the ceilidh to raise funds to-
wards building a hall at
Barcaldine where it is hoped
one day the community will
be able to hold its own cei-
lidhs and other functions.

Sileas Sinclair, Connel and
her band stepped in to help
after a hiccup with the origi-
nal band and received the
thanks of association chairman
Peter Jamieson, who was able
to report that around £285 was
raised on the night and plans
are afoot to hold a dance with
Sileas’ band at Christmas.

Chairman of Barcaldine Community Association Peter Jamieson, third

left, and self-funding committee chairman Andrew MacIntyre, third

right, with fund-raising volunteers and the band. t09bar01

Barcaldine hosts ceilidh for hall funds

email lochaberlines@obantimes.co.uk

Question time for Charles
IT WAS a ‘Question Time’
with a difference for outgo-
ing Liberal Democrat
leader Charles Kennedy
MP when he visited Loch-
aber High School last week.

In one of his first public
appearances in his home
town after his decision to
quit the leadership last
month Mr Kennedy, MP for
Lochaber, was quizzed by
modern studies students.

The Lochaber MP re-
vealed he had been asked to
appear on television show
Skating On Ice, but had de-
clined the offer and sug-
gested that if he was on the
show it should be re-named
‘Skating on Thin Ice’.

He also described Chan-
cellor Gordon Brown MP as
‘like John Prescott with
brains’ and also revealed he
was friendly with Tony
Blair but that their relation-
ship had gone through a
‘chilled period’ because of
their differences over the
Iraq war. Student Eilidh
MacDonald asked if Mr
Kennedy could rule the
world for one day, what
would he change?

Leaders
Mr Kennedy jokingly re-

plied that he would change
the voting system for Lib-
eral Democrat leaders but
then added: ‘I would
change the voting system
for Westminster and I

would like to see Britain’s
relations with the rest of
Europe defined more
clearly.’

Students asked what he
thought of the recent HMI
report on Lochaber high in
which senior management
at the school had come in
for heavy criticism.

Mr Kennedy said that
there had been a long run-
ning debate about the state
of the school building.

He said: ‘I think it is a
deplorable state of affairs.
It is staggering that they
have allowed it to carry on
for so long and much the
same opinion could have
been expressed when I was
a pupil here myself.

‘It is not helped by politi-
cians, both national and lo-
cal, pontificating and giv-
ing an impression that isn’t
the full story.’

Pupils told Mr Kennedy
that they had not been sur-
prised by the report.

When asked who he
would be voting for in this
week’s Liberal Democrat
leadership election, Mr
Kennedy said he had al-
ready voted and would not
be trying to influence party
members - not even his
wife.

He then took a straw poll
amongst the pupils, which
Mr Kennedy won almost
unanimously.

Charles Kennedy holds a question and answer session with pupils from Lochaber High School. f09cha01

Christmas

‘mistake’

A FORT William man who
left his jacket in a Fort
William pub with five
ecstasy tablets in the pocket
has been fined £600 at Fort
William Sheriff Court.

Roger Mount, aged 24,
had handed his jacket in
behind the bar on
December 24 last year but
forgot to ask for it back
before closing time.

A member of staff
searching the jacket for
identification of the owner
found a small box with five
tablets in it. Mount, of
Myrtle Bank, Achintore
Road, pled guilty last week
to possession of ecstasy.

Defence agent Stephen
Kennedy said it had been a
mistake and Mount, an
electrician, was not in the
habit of taking drugs.

Sheriff Douglas Small
warned him that he would
not be so lenient if Mount
appeared before him again
on a drugs charge.

Trailer fine

A HIRED trailer that had
broken lights and a
defective braking system

landed two men with fines
at Fort William Sheriff
Court.

The court heard last
Thursday that Robert
Birrell, aged 43, 15 Rowan
Drive, Caol, had been told
to pick up a trailer and
wood chipper from a plant
hire company in Dalmally
by his employers Ennstone
Thistle.

When Birrell was stopped
by police for a routine
check on May 3 last year on
the A82 at Onich, the
defects came to light and a
prohibition notice was
served on the trailer.

Inquiries showed it had
been hired from Duncan
MacDougall, aged 29,
Strathorchy, Dalmally, who
works for his father’s civil
engineering and plant hire
company.

Defence agent for Birrell
Hamish Melrose said that
his client, who pled guilty
to using a trailer with lights
that were unable to connect
to the towing vehicle, had
not been able to connect
them because there was no
five-pin connector on the
trailer.

‘He did not think there
would be any difficulties
driving the chipper back to
Fort William during the

day,’ said Mr Melrose.
Defence agent for
MacDougall David Dewar
said the brakes on the
trailers were normally
checked every other
inspection and in this case
it was thought the system,
which ran under the trailer,
had been damaged by a tree
stump or something.

He said braking systems
were now checked at every
inspection.

MacDougall, who pled
guilty to allowing the trailer
to be used with a defective
braking system, was fined
£350 and had three points
added to his licence and
Birrell was fined £150 with
three points.

Lorry driver

fined £200

A LORRY driver who
failed to produce record
sheets for the week of
October 21 2005 and for the
last day of the previous
week has been fined at Fort
William Sheriff Court.

Stephen Whyte, aged 36,
15 Oldtown Road,
Inverness, pled guilty to the
charge on the
understanding that he had
only used the lorry in
question three out of five

days that week. Defence
agent Hamish Melrose said
Whyte worked at the time
for a carrier company
which had since gone out of
business and only used the
seven-and-a-half tonne
lorry three days a week to
make deliveries in Fort
William.

He was unable to produce
the records for the last day
of the previous week
because his former boss had
taken the tachograph
records out of the lorry.

‘When he was stopped he
only had a record of the
three days he had been
driving the vehicle,’ said
Mr Melrose. Whyte was
fined £200.

Packet of crisps

costs woman

her licence

A WOMAN who drove 400
yards to buy a packet of
crisps has lost her licence
for a year for drinking and
driving.

Fort William Sheriff
Court heard that Margaret
Riley, aged 46, was stopped
by police on February 11
this year in the Laroch Bar
car park, Ballachulish, at
12.25am because her boot

was not shut properly. She
and her husband had been
staying for the weekend at
the Isle of Glencoe Hotel in
Ballachulish and been for a
few drinks earlier in the
day.

Defence agent Stephen
Kennedy said Riley, 22
Strathmore Park, Lawthorn,
Irvine, decided to drive the
400 yards to the bar for
some snacks because she
thought it was about to
close.

‘She could have walked to
the bar and didn’t have to
drive,’ said Mr Kennedy.

Riley, a self-employed
interior designer, admitted
driving with 52 mcg in 100
ml of breath when the limit
is 35mcg.

She was fined £400 as
well as being disqualified
from driving.

Teenager

admonished for

assault

A TEENAGER who
thought he was coming to
the rescue of a friend has
been admonished at Fort
William Sheriff Court for
assault.

Joseph Morrison, 1
Wallace Place, Fort

William, pled guilty to
assaulting another man on
July 2 last year at a filling
station on North Road, Fort
William.

The court heard there had
been two incidents between
a group of friends of
Morrison and two men who
had come out of a taxi at the
filling station.

Morrison had not been
involved in either incident
but when a female friend of
his appeared to be assaulted
by another man, he had
attacked the man he
perceived to have assaulted
his friend.

Morrison pled guilty to
punching, kicking and
struggling with his victim.

‘You should not take the
law into your own hands,’
Sheriff Douglas Small told
Morrison.

‘It is not for you to do that.
It is for the courts to decide
who should be punished. I
accept that your position is
that you were trying to help
the female.’

Building

company fined

A BUILDING company
which allowed one of its
employees to drive a pick-
up truck while it was over

Fort William Sheriff Court

weight on its back axle has
been fined £750.

Fort William Sheriff
Court heard last Thursday
that Corbett Builders Ltd,
Unit 1, Site 40A, Ben Nevis
Industrial Estate, had
loaded the pick-up truck
with slates on November 10
last year.

Although the vehicle
itself was not overweight,
the load had slipped
towards the back and when
the weight over the rear
axle was measured it was
found to be 1,980kgs when
it should be no more than
1,750kgs.

Defence agent Stephen
Kennedy said employees
had been told that if they
had any doubt about the
weight of a vehicle they
should take it to a weigh
bridge, but this would not
specify the weight over the
back axle.

He said the company,
which has more than 20
employees, had taken steps
since to avoid any
repetition by weighing the
palates before they were
loaded onto vehicles.

The company pled guilty
to allowing the employee to
drive the pick-up while its
rear axle had too much
weight on it.

Six-month sentence

for Corpach woman

Fort police to

investigate

vandalism

A COUNCILLOR has
bemoaned the poor
availability of the once
world-famous Ballachulish
slate.

Councillor Michael
Foxley made his comments
after hearing a planning
application for Welsh slate
to be used on an Acharacle
church instead of the
original Ballachulish slate.

A meeting of Highland
Council’s Lochaber area
planning committee heard
that  the Church of
Scotland’s category-B
listed church at Acharacle
would be re-roofed using
Welsh slate.

The use of Spanish slate
was previously considered
but as it is machine-cut it
was felt Welsh slate would
be more appropriate for the
church.

Councillor Foxley said:

‘Pretty soon we won’t have
any churches in the area
with  a Ballachulish slate
roof. Quite where all that
second hand slate is going
I don’t know. It seems
bizarre that they are roofed
with Welsh slate and I
would like to know where
all the Ballachulish slate in
the big cities is going.

‘If there is slate from the
recent Ballachulish tests it
would be appropriate for it
to go here.’

Councillors approved the
planning application for the
stone church, which was
built in 1829 as one of a
network of parliamentary
churches erected
throughout the west
Highlands and islands.

The church at Acharacle
was designed by William
Thomas under the auspices
of Thomas Telford.

IN LIGHT of the ongoing debate over the future of
Invernevis House, it may be of interest to note the discussion
that took place at a meeting of Fort William Town Council
this week in 1966.

In a call for a local old people’s home, a letter from Miss I
Reid, matron of Belford Hospital, informed the meeting that
for some time she had been very much aware of the problem
of old people being discharged from hospital and having
no-one to care for them.

In the chair was senior baillie Dr C Connochie who said:
‘We have been going into this matter for 12 years. It had
been hoped that something could be done about the old
Belford Hospital grounds.’

The official idea, he revealed, was to build chalets for old
people, but this did not provide for people who were single
or infirm.

‘It seems not a bad idea to push for Eventide home facilities
within the old hospital grounds,’ he concluded.

It was some years after that meeting, and 20 years of
lobbying, that Invernevis House became a reality on the site.
Today the majority of councillors seem hell bent on closing
Invernevis House and advertising throughout Europe for
private companies or individuals to look after our elderly
people by building a new care home in Fort William.

The cynic might say this would release Invernevis House
for yet more office accommodation for an administration
that appears to grow in indirect proportion to its lack of
responsibilities for trunk roads, water, housing in the near
future, and now care homes.

George Orwell could not make this up, nor would he come
up with the idea of spending hundreds of thousands of pounds
on a Highland Year of Culture whilst councillors and officials
inform us there is a lack of money for basic services.

We have spoken with middle management and the carers
at the coal face, or po face if you prefer, and they are
unimpressed with the senior managers and councillors who
use modern day jargon to claim they are improving the
service. It appears the problems that Matron Reid and Dr
Connochie alluded to still exist and talk of care being
provided in people’s own homes or sheltered housing is pie
in the sky for many unfortunate cases.

� � �

SORRY folks but there is not much humour this week
with Invernevis occupying our thoughts and the fact that
we have given up jogging and our daily visits to the gym
for Lent.

However, we did have a wee smile when a director of a
local welding firm told us that last week a company
vehicle failed its MOT test.  Apparently it was well-shod
and mechanically sound but it required some welding
work to be done. Talk about the cobbler’s children!

� � �

THE VARIOUS agencies involved in the felling and scrub
cutting on the A82 between Fort William and Corran as part
of the ‘National View from the Road’ campaign are to be
congratulated for the work being carried out.

However, the project has highlighted what a dirty species
us humans are.

Within weeks of the verges being groomed and manicured
they have become littered with plastic bottles, polystyrene
take-away boxes and general rubbish, all presumably
deposited from vehicles.

Only recently we were amazed to see, by the roadside on
the outskirts of Kilchoan, packaging from an international
take-away based at An Aird.

That must have been some portion of extra fries to have
lasted 60 miles.

If only everyone had the attitude of the lady who saw a
chap throwing a cigarette packet from his car in Viewforth
car park.

She picked it up and handed it to him saying: ‘I think this
belongs to you.’

The litter lout replied: ‘It’s empty. I don’t want it,’ to which
the lady retorted: ‘And neither does Fort William.’

� � �

TONIGHT, Thursday March 2, Lochaber Local History
Society meets in the Alexandra Hotel at 8pm.

Guest speaker is John Fraser for a talk entitled
‘Reminiscences of Hydro Meter Reading between Annat
and Mallaig’.

John is back by popular demand after his laid-back
presentation of meter reading in Ardnamurchan. For an
evening of humorous anecdotes, interspersed with the
history of the area and a chance to find out who along
the A830 made the best tea and pancakes, don’t miss  this
event.

� � �

CHARLIE’S Challenge 2007:  Charlie’s phrase for you this
week is: ‘A glass of plain water please.’ - ‘Glainne de uisge
fuar, l’er toil.’ (Glan-yuh-de eesh-guh foo-ar, lair tol).

It sounds to us that the Modfather is giving up the deoch
for Lent so to be kind don’t offer him any drams at the
ceilidhs over the next six weeks.

The lotto jackpot is up to £300 for this week with no-one
claiming numbers 9-13-15.

Next Friday, March 10, there is a fund-raising ceilidh for
the 2007 Royal National Mod at the Ross County Social
Club in Dingwall.

Bean-an-tighe Morag MacDonald will be introducing the
artistes who will include Ishbel MacAskill, Jenna Cumming,
Calum Ross and Kenneth Nicholson.

Lochaber Past Times - from the
archives of The Oban Times

100 years ago
FOR THE first time this winter, members of Fort William
Curling Club enjoyed a day on the ice on Friday.

On Saturday a rink from Onich visited the Glen Nevis pond
and played a friendly match.

A highly successful clay pigeon shoot on the Cow Hill
drew more than 40 guns from the shires of Inverness, Perth
and Argyll.

40 years ago
THE INVERNESS-SHIRE roads committee heard on
Monday in a letter from the Ministry of Civil Aviation that a
team of Royal Engineers are to survey land at Camesky to
ascertain the suitability for an airstrip for light aircraft.

The G S C Hall at Corpach was scheduled to close and
more than 250 people attended a ceilidh to mark the occasion.

Welsh slate for

Acharacle church
A CORPACH woman has
been sent to jail for six
months for being concerned
in the supply of ampheta-
mine, a Class B drug.

Fort William Sheriff
Court heard last week that
police had received a tip-off
that Fiona Ferguson, aged
38, was travelling from Fort
William to Dumbarton and
returning with drugs.

On June 10 last year, the
accused was seen getting
off the 6.10pm bus at the
bus station, An Aird, Fort
William, with a back pack
and something in her hand,
which was later found to be
a set of digital weighing
scales.

She collected luggage
from the side of the bus and
made her way to the under-
pass where she was stopped
by police and told she was
going to be searched.

At Fort William Police
Station two lots of canna-
bis resin and a packet with

a ‘paste material’ were
found in her back pack.

A bus ticket dated for that
day, a return from Dumbar-
ton, was also found on her.

Procurator Fiscal Alison
Wyllie told the court that
the paste was analysed as
amphetamine and when
dried was found to weigh
250.5g with a street value
of £2,500. She said the drug
could be bought in a paste
form for around £400, leav-
ing a profit of £2,100.

The two pieces of canna-
bis recovered weighed
26.9g, worth £60, and
2.18g.

Ferguson, of 19 Drumfada
Terrace, pled guilty to be-
ing concerned in the supply
of amphetamine and pos-
session of cannabis.

Defence agent David
MacNeill said Ferguson
was a first offender and ad-
mitted to using ampheta-
mine for some years.

‘She went down to Glas-

gow to purchase ampheta-
mine for her own use and
for some other users. The
cannabis found in her pos-
session was a relatively
small amount,’ he said, add-
ing that she was not a can-
nabis user but a friend had
left it in her house and she
had arranged to meet them
at the bus station. He said
Ferguson realised she could
not continue to flout the law
and would not continue to
use amphetamine.

Sheriff Douglas Small
said that he had previously
indicated that those appear-
ing before him for being
concerned in the supply of
drugs could expect little
sympathy. He added that he
saw no reason to treat Fer-
guson any differently and
sentenced her to six months
in prison. She was fined
£150 for possessing canna-
bis and given no time to
pay, instead serving seven
days in prison.

FORT William police are
investigating the theft of a
lorry from an industrial es-
tate and a spate of vandal-
ism and robbery incidents
in Lochaber.

A Ford Ivcco Low Loader
lorry with the registration
number S257 XOP was sto-
len from A Young’s yard,
Ben Nevis Industrial Estate,
Claggan, sometime be-
tween 7pm on Friday Feb-
ruary 23 and 9.30am the
following morning.

Enquiries are also con-
tinuing into the vandalism
of four vehicles on Brown
Terrace, Kinlochleven, dur-
ing the weekend of Friday
February 17 while two
cabin windows of a boat
moored at the West Pier in
Ballachulish were also
damaged sometime be-
tween 9am and 5.30pm on
Tuesday February 21.

Sometime between
7.30pm on February 22 and
8am the following morning

a garage of a house in
Corpach was broken into. A
mini generator, two green
petrol drums and a Marks
and Spencer ‘cool bag’
were stolen.

On the same night there
were attempted break-ins at
a unit in Corpach’s indus-
trial estate and a shed in
Lady Margaret Drive al-
though nothing was stolen.

Two windows and two
doors were vandalised at
Kilmallie Hall between
7pm on Friday February 24
and midday on Saturday.

A grey Peugeot was van-
dalised where it was parked
on Blar Mhor Road, Caol,
last Saturday afternoon  and
the next morning.

Anyone with knowledge
of these incidents is asked
to contact Fort William Po-
lice Station on 01397
702361 or the confidential
line on 01397 702000 or by
telephoning Crimestoppers
on 0800 555111.
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Judicial

inquiry

required

AS EACH day passes and
further alleged evidence is
revealed in the Shirley
McKie case - that of the
unidentified fingerprint at
the scene of the murder of
Marion Ross - the
justification for some form
of inquiry becomes ever
more pressing.

The first question that
must be answered is how
the Scottish Criminal
Records Office came to the
conclusion that it was Ms
McKie’s fingerprint and
just how thorough the
investigation was that
enabled those - how many
in the office offered an
opinion? - that it was her
daub and none other.

Next, is the question of
the activity of Lord
Advocate, Colin Boyd, in
this case. It seems now that
it is a more serious matter
to question his decision
than it is to ‘murmur’
against judges. It seems all
too convenient to say that
the Lord Advocate is above
the law.

Plea bargaining is a great
feature of the American
legal system but it also
happens in every other
democratic legal system,
including that of Scotland.

Therefore, one can
presume that Mr Boyd,
whom I hold in high regard,
was totally convinced that
his prosecution case was
watertight. Obviously, the
jury thought otherwise as
Ms McKie was acquitted.

At that stage, every effort
should have been made to
reach a financial settlement
with the former detective
constable and a root and
branch examination of the
Criminal Records Office be
instituted.

While we are assured that
the latter has been done, the
former has taken nine years
to conclude. While I accept
that a public inquiry might
not be the right vehicle to
reach the truth a judicial
inquiry, chaired by a retired
Court of Session judge such
as Lord Cullen, should be
acceptable to those who
have nothing to hide.

Argyll &

Sutherland

Highlanders

WHEN I interviewed
Alastair Campbell of Airds,
author of Argyll &
Sutherland Highlanders, I
was surprised that he
endorsed the new Royal
Regiment of Scotland.

I had expected him to
demand that the ‘Argylls’,
as they have been
colloquially called for
many decades, be retained
as it is his old regiment and
he is the fourth generation
to have served.

But, being realistic, the
Unicorn Pursuivant of
Arms at the Lyon Court,
now accepts that the
campaign to save the
Scottish infantry regiments
is over and it is necessary

to move on.
He sees a great future

within the Royal Regiment
of Scotland for the Argylls.
If it is as distinguished as
its past it will quite
something.

Alastair’s book tells the
story of the regiment
through many carefully
selected pictures, each of
which has magnificent
elucidation as his caption
writing is a mastery of
saying so much in so few
words.

He has also written a brief
but comprehensive history
of the Argyll and Suther-
land Highlanders in the
introduction where he tells
us that: ‘It was in 1794 that
the Duke of Argyll deputed
his kinsman, Campbell of
Lochnell, to raise a
Regiment of Argyllshire
Highlanders.’

From there on, it has been
outstanding in war and
peace and regarded as the
leading Scottish infantry
regiment for many decades.

The Argyll and Suther-
land Highlanders is written
by Alastair Campbell of
Airds, and published by
Tempus at £12.99.

Definitely

a Tory

WHEN Annabel Goldie
became leader of the
Scottish Conservative and
Unionist Party last year she
cleverly arranged that her
deputy should be Murdo
Fraser, said by some to be
a standard bearer of the
unacceptable right.

He is certainly to the right
of some Tories, maybe even
their new national leader
David Cameron, but he is
certainly not blinkered to
the fact that unless his party
can be accepted as electable
there is no point in crying
in the wilderness.

He made his first official
visit to Oban last Friday in
his role as Deputy Scottish
Leader and certainly stirred
the faithful and their guests
with a speech which was
powerful, practical and
down-to-earth. I certainly
did not find anything
objectionable in his
dissertation.

He did lay the lie that
Lady Thatcher said ‘there is
no such thing as society’ as
the whole quote does refer
to the responsibility of the
individual to family and
then to those who need to
be supported to get back on
their feet.

Indeed, the theme of his
speech was that in many
cases the individual is better
at sorting out the things in
life that are held to be
important than is the state.

Apart from Old Labour
supporters a big majority of
other parties would find
little to disagree with
Murdo Fraser’s sentiments.

He also took the
opportunity to launch a
book of essays by younger
Tories, entitled The Blue
Book: Scottish Conser-
vatism in the 21st Century.integral part of Glasgow’s

Celtic Connections festival.
While he is not making

music on a variety of
instruments, Fraser looks
after the ‘spirited needs’ of
consumers at the Port
Charlotte Hotel.

Whisky

launch

JOHN MacLellan, manager
of Bonahaven Distillery
and father of Islay
Gathering piper Sandy, was
resplendent in the recently
struck Bunnahabhainn
tartan when he attended a
special Bonahaven
distillery whisky launch
aboard the Royal Yacht
Britannia at her Leith berth.

The distillery’s owner,
Burns Stewart Distillers,
was introducing its new 18
and 25-year-old bottlings to
invited guests who included
representatives from the
USA, northern and
southern Europe as well as
the UK.

Hall

reprieve

BOWMORE village hall
has been granted a stay of
execution by Argyll and
Bute Council which has
said it will administer the
venue until March of next
year.

Contact Bowmore Service
Point for hire costs and
booking conditions.
Hugh Smith, 4 Flora
Street, Bowmore, Isle of
Islay, PA43  7JX.

dance which is being held
this year at 10pm in the
Oran Mor, at the junction of
Byres Road and Great
Western Road.

Patrons should note that
all dance tickets must be
pre-purchased as none will
be available at the venue.

Association president
Alastair MacDougall will
direct the proceedings and
his wife Norma will
provide the piano
accompaniments for the
concert singers.

Concert and dance tickets
are available at the usual
city outlets and can be
obtained locally from
Roberts and Duffie McNeill
at Bowmore’s Lochside
Hotel.

Piping tutor

B R U I C H L A D D I C H
musician Fraser Shaw has
been appointed piping
instructor for schools on
Islay and Jura.

He is expected to take up
his tutorial duties following
the schools’ Easter break.

Fraser was recently
among the six semi-finalists
in the BBC’s Young
Traditional Musician of the
Year competition, now an

Islay

Gathering

PIPERS Lyndsey Mac-
Arthur, Bowmore, Duncan
Heads, Port Ellen, and
Sandy MacLellan from
Bonahaven, will join Pipe
Major Andrew McCowan
Junior to provide the
opening selections at the
Glasgow Islay Asso-
ciation’s 144th annual
gathering in Partick Burgh
Hall tomorrow night
(Friday) at 7.30pm.

Guest chairman will be
professor Iain Campbell
who has strong family
connections with Glendale
in Skye and Portnahaven in
Islay. Singing the Gaelic
songs will be Helmsdale
Mod gold medallist Alison
Rapson, her Barra ‘gold
counterpart’ Archie
MacLean and local singer
Iain MacPherson from
Conespie.

The programme will also
feature professional
songstress Morag MacKay,
now resident in Edinburgh,
and the ever popular Fergie
MacDonald and his band.

Fergie will also set toes-
a-tapping at the gathering

ISLAY LETTER

Lochaber Pipe Band in Fort William

Our flashback photograph this week shows Lochaber Pipe Band playing outside the Imperial Hotel, Fort William, in days gone
by. The railway line to the old station is pictured in the background. It was submitted by Mrs Gwen MacKayof County Dublin,

Ireland. We would like readers to send in ‘Flashback’ photographs. Please send prints to The Oban Times, ‘Flashback’ Photo, PO
Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Prints must be accompanied by a caption, name and address, stamped addressed envelope and
telephone number. Each month a photo will win £10. � The winner of our £10 prize for February was Miss M MacFarlane of

Glencruitten Road, Oban, for her photograph of Oban’s Lochside shinty team from 1937/38.

Letters to the Editor
Telephone: 01631 568000

Fax:01631 568001
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB
e-mail: editor@obantimes.co.uk www.obantimes.co.uk

Soroba

Community

Centre

Sir,
Argyll Community Hou-
sing Association (ACHA)
admires the energy and
enthusiasm of Councillor
McIntosh in his pursuit of
a much-needed community
centre for Soroba.

However, anyone reading
your article on February 23
might have seen ACHA as
part of the hold up.

In the short time ACHA
has been in existence, it has
secured funding for a
feasibility study into the
community centre and a
commitment from Comm-
unities Scotland of
£100,000 towards the
centre, if it goes ahead.

In addition, we have
organised community
consultation on what should
be in the centre and a field
trip to the Wester Common
Community Centre in
Glasgow, built by Queen’s
Cross Housing Association,
to give some idea of what
is possible.

This week ACHA hopes
to start securing more
money from foundations
and other charitable bodies
to put into the financial pot
for the community centre.

All of this has been started
prior to ACHA taking over

the housing stock in July of
this year.

ACHA understands the
community frustrations.

As a housing association
we have responsibility for
many things but we have no
control over compulsory
purchase of land; that lies
with Argyll and Bute
Council.

ACHA wishes Councillor
McIntosh and the Soroba
community all the very best
in their deliberations with
Argyll and Bute Council to
deliver the compulsory
purchase which will
hopefully allow the
community centre to
progress.
Alastair MacGregor, chief
executive, Argyll Com-
munity Housing Asso-
ciation.

Better

drivers

Sir,
I agree with Mr and Mrs
Tanner’s view that
inadequately-maintained
vehicles and roads, coupled
with poor driving at an
inappropriate speed, is a
recipe for single vehicle
accidents, but as regards
lower speed limits as their
solution, what speed do
they think would be
appropriate?

Reducing speeds to the
needs of the least
competent drivers and most

poorly maintained vehicles
might reduce the number of
single vehicle accidents, but
there would be longer
journey times and more
road congestion for
everyone.

Wouldn’t it be better to
eliminate the root causes by
better driver training and
more roadworthy vehicles?
Alec Logan, Tarbert.

Road

clear-up

needed now

Sir,
We are now only a few
weeks away from Easter, a
busy time for the tourism
industry.

So what is Scottish Water
and its contractors doing to
sort out the mess they have
left between Dunbeg and
Connel before this busy
period?

The roads are riddled with
potholes and the verges are
full of rubbish.

Also, contractors are
parking their cars on
pavements and on corners -
an accident  waiting to
happen.

Please could we be told
when the work will be
finished and could the mess
and rubbish be sorted out
now before visitors arrive at
Easter?
Name and address
supplied.

Holiday

pitfalls

Sir,
Having read the letter from
R Johnston of Edinburgh
regarding holidays for
pensioners, I whole-
heartedly agree that single
supplements are unfair.

However, I have found a
few places willing to let out
a double room if it is not
being used. I presume they
are looking on it as some
income is better than none.

Regarding prices, some
hotels do charge less for out
of season visits which gives
pensioners, most of whom
are not bound to the normal
holiday periods, a chance to
get away.

I am sure the free bus
travel will increase this
opportunity as pensioners
don’t have to travel in pairs
to qualify.
A pensioner, name and
address supplied.

Family

detail

search

Sir,
One of the most interesting
gravestones to be found in
Argyll appears in the Parish
of Torosay on Mull.

It is dated 1738 and
commemorates, amongst
others, Margaret, daughter
of William MacLachlan,
Episcopalian Rector of
Kilmartin and wife of
Alexander MacDougall,
Tutor of Gallanach, who
died in 1737, aged 57.

From the few records that
are available, it is known
that the Rev William
MacLachlan became

DE THA DOL?

Cuartachan na Sgoil

Ghàidhlig

MA BHIOS sibh air an rathad ùr a tha a’ cuartachadh
taobh a deas Inbhir Nis thig sibh air soidhne rathaid
annasach a tha ag ràdh Gaelic School Roundabaout far a
bheil Comhairle na Gàidhealtachd a’ deasachadh an
rathaid mus tòisich iad air togail Sgoil Ghàidhlig Inbhir
Nis.

’S e fìor chomharra dòchasach a tha seo ann an
eachdraidh foghlam na Gàidhlig gu sonraichte nuair a
tha daoine air a bhith a’ leughadh connspaid gun sgur
anns na coimhearsnachdan mu sgoiltean Gàidhlig ann
an Slèite ann am Mòrar agus ann an Uibhist.

Agus tha na connspaidean sin a’ togail ceann, glè thric
mus bi am fiosrachadh ceart aig na coimhearsnachdan.

Bidh an suidheachadh a’ toirt nam chuimhne gun robh
an aon chonnspaid ann nuair a bha Comhairle nan Eilean
Siar a’ cur nan sgoiltean dà-chànanach air bhonn anns
na seachdadan agus na h-ochdadan - bhathar a’ dol a
dhèanamh sgaradh anns na coimhearsnachdan;  bhathar
a’ dol a dhèanamh di-meas air na daoine còir a bha a’
tighinn dha na h-eileanan is gun Ghàidhlig aca; bhathar
a’ dol a chumail clann air ais seach nach biodh Beurla
aca agus mar sin air adhart.

Chan eil cinnt sam bith gun robh sgaradh maireannach
anns na coimhearsnachdan; glè thric ‘s iad na coigrich a
bu taiceile agus a bu tuigsiche a thaobh dà-chànanas; agus
ged a bha a’ chlann a’ faighinn teagasg tro mheadhon na
Gàidhlig bha iad a’ faighinn teagasg tro mheadhan na
Beurla cuideachd agus bha e gu laidir timcheall orra anns
a’ choimhearsnachd agus anns na meadhanan. ’S e
Ghàidhlig a bha an impis a dhol fodha.

An uair sin, an 1985, dh’ fhosgail Aonad Gàidhlig, an
Glaschu agus an Inbhir Nis.  Ann an Aonad Gàidhlig tha
an teagasg tro mheadhan na Gàidhlig a-mhàin gus nuair
a bhios a’ chlann air sgilean leughaidh is cunntas is eile
ionnsachadh ann an Gàidhlig, tha iad gan cur an sàs ann

am Beurla cuideachd.  Bha na h-aonadan sin soirbheachail
agus cha b’ fhada gus an robh aonadan Gàidhlig a’
fosgladh air feadh na dùthcha chun na h-ìre gu bheil an-
diugh còrr is trì fichead aonad Gàidhlig ann an sgoiltean
air feadh na dùthcha. Mar a thuirt an seanfhacal, ‘’S e
farmad a nì treabhadh’.

Ghabh an uair sin Comhairle Baile Ghlaschu an ath
cheum le iarrtas nam pàrantan agus dh’ fhosgail iad Sgoil
Ghàidhlig anns an t-Sultain 1999. Tha seasgad às a’ cheud
dhen chloinn a’ tighinn à dachaidhean anns nach eil
Gàidhlig ga bruidhinn. Le corr is dà cheud sgoilear a-nis
ga frithealadh tha an sgoil seo ro bheag agus tha sgoil
nas motha ga deasachadh gus fosgladh anns an Lùnastal
am bliadhna. Bha prògram chloinne air an telebhisean
bliadhnaichean air ais - An Cuartachan Draoidheil.
Bhiodh e math nan sgaoileadh an draoidheachd seo air
feadh na dùthcha.

Phrases

Soidhne rathaid annasach - an unusual road sign.
Mus tòisich iad air togail Sgoil Ghàidhlig Inbhir Nis -
before they start building Inverness Gaelic School.
Bidh an suidheachadh a’ toirt nam chuimhne - the
situation reminds me of.
Glè thric ’s iad na coigrich a bu taiceile is a bu tuigsiche
- often it was the incomers who were the most supportive
and the most understanding.
Nuair a bhios a’ chlann air sgilean leughaidh is cunntas
is eile ionnsachadh ann an Gàidhlig - when the children
have mastered reading and counting and other skills.
Gàidhlig cuideachd - they apply them in English as well.
Ghabh Comhairle Baile Ghaschu an ath cheum - Glasgow
City Council took the next step.
Tha seasgad às a’ cheud dhen chloinn - sixty per cent of
the children.
Anns nach eil Gàidhlig ga bruidhinn - where no Gaelic
is spoken.
An Cuartachan Draoidheil - the Magic Roundabout.

Criosaidh Dick.

GLASGOW LETTER

WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all
our reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that,
on occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of
producing the biggest local newspaper in the West Highlands.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors
in print. If you find an error of fact on our pages please write to
The Editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34
5PY giving your day-time telephone number where possible.
This statement of policy will appear on this page every week
along with any corrections or clarifications.

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’
Commission’s Code of Conduct.

The views expressed in The Oban Times are not necessarily
those of this newspaper.

press policy

Successful

change of venue

THOSE of you who live
outwith the city are probably
not aware that finding a
suitable venue for a function
at an affordable price is a
difficult task.

Over the years most
functions have taken place at
a small number of well-used
halls, but this year Glasgow
Islay Gaelic Choir moved to
the suburbs, to the
Kessington Hall in Bearsden,
and was rewarded with a hall
full to capacity.

Perhaps we should not be
surprised at this. As a
youngster I can well
remember being taken along
to Partick with my mother
and a journey would take
twice as long as it should
have because we met so
many Gaelic speaking
acquaintances.

These days are long gone.
The families of those
Highland parents have now
dispersed into the suburbs so
perhaps they find it easier to
attend more local functions.
Another factor may be that
people are happier if they do
not have to travel into the city
where problems such as
parking are greater. That said,
the full Kessington Hall led
to a more intimate
atmosphere for the evening
which was stewarded by
Kenneth Thomson, con-
ductor of the Glasgow Gaelic
Musical Association.

Kenny was in good form,
not least because he and wife
Valerie were recently
presented with their first
grandchild. We send
congratulations to Fergus and
his wife Katie on the birth of
Anna.

When it comes to staging a
concert, the Glasgow Islay
has a distinct advantage over
other choirs in that it has a
junior choir.  While the senior
choir may perform at a high
standard, and it did so on this
occasion, the reaction from
the audience to the
contributions from the
children is always the same.

The enjoyment of seeing
youngsters, and especially
those of a very young age,
was evident on the faces of
everyone present in the hall.

From the juniors there were
solo contributions from
Eilidh Munro, clarsach, Meg
Buchanan, fiddle, and singers
Eilidh Bell-Ross, Clare
Campbell, Alison Buchanan
and Alistair Hanby.

Last summer I told you
about Alison missing a  solo
piping spot, through ill
health, as a member of the
National Youth Pipe Band
(NYPB) at its concert in the
Concert Hall, part of the
Piping Live Festival, but she
made up for it at this choir
concert. She played the most
beautiful selections, with
many of the tunes from the
NYPD repertoire, and if you
do not already possess the
band’s CD I thoroughly
recommend it to you.

Solo and duet items from
members of the senior choir
completed a most enjoyable
evening which was enhanced
by the presence of Eoin
Millar, former conductor of
the choir and well-known
arranger of Gaelic choral
music accompanying the
choir on double bass.

Skye and Lewis

BOTH the Glasgow Skye and
the Glasgow Lewis and
Harris associations held
successful functions recently.

Such was the Skye
attendance that it nearly ran
out of sgadan, a credit, I am
sure you will agree, to the
culinary skills of the men on
the committee.

At the Lewis and Harris it
was pleasing to see that the
entertainment was provided
by youngsters, students from
the Royal Scottish Academy
of Music and Drama and
children from St Columba’s
Church. Further down the
Clyde the Helensburgh
Highlander’s Association had
a most enjoyable ceilidh
dance in the Commodore
Hotel where the music was
provided by piper Bruce
Shearlaw and Albany.

Annual

gathering

THIS Friday sees the
continuation of the annual
gathering scene when the

Glasgow Islay Association
takes over Partick Burgh Hall
for the concert and Oran Mor
for the dance.

Professor Iain Campbell
will chair the evening and the
artistes are Islay pipers
Fergie MacDonald and
friends, Morag MacKay,
Allison Rapson, Archie
MacLean and Iain
MacPherson. Fergie will be
playing at the dance.

Summer

shinty

IT MAY not feel like summer
but this coming Saturday is
the start of the shinty season.

Glasgow Mid Argyll are
playing at home, Yokermill,
against Glenorchy.

Since becoming involved in
the sport in the last few years,
I have been surprised at how
few of those who played the
sport at one time continue
that interest so I would like
to encourage as many of you
as possible to come along and
give the boys your support.

Iain Justice

HIS MANY friends and
acquaintances in the city and
far beyond were extremely
saddened to learn of the
sudden death of Iain Justice.

Iain was an honorary
president and former
treasurer of the Glasgow
Islay Association and a
former president of Glasgow
Islay Gaelic Choir. A true
gentleman, Iain will be
missed by everyone who was
privileged to know him. We
send our condolences to his
wife Irene and to their family
Allison, Stuart and Fiona.

Mod syllabus

THE SYLLABUS for the
East Kilbride Mod on Friday
and Saturday June 2 and 3  is
now available.

To obtain a copy telephone
01355226067.

Diary dates

Friday March 3: Glasgow
Islay Association, annual
gathering, Partick Burgh
Hall, 7.30pm. Dance, Oran
Mor, 10pm - 2am. Edinburgh
Argyll Association, ceilidh,
St Mark’s Chuch Hall, Castle
Terrace, 7.30pm.
Saturday March 4: Stirling
An Comunn ceilidh, Lesser
Albert Hall, 7.30pm.
Glasgow Tiree Association,
annual dinner dance, Hilton
Grosvenor Hotel, 7 for
7.30pm. Dumbarton Pipe
Band, annual juvenile
chanter and bagpipe
competition, Pipe Band Hall,
Renton, 9.30am.
Friday March 10:
Clydebank Highlanders’
Association, ceilidh, Lesser
Town Hall, 7.30pm.
Glasgow Gaelic Musical
Association, annual concert,
Partick Burgh Hall, 7.45pm.
Perth Gaelic Society, ceilidh,
St Matthew’s Church Hall,
Tay Street, Perth, 7.30pm.
Saturday March 11:
Glasgow Lewis and Harris
Association, Marag Supper,
Partick Burgh Hall, 8pm.
Glasgow Uist and Barra
Association, piping
competition, Piping Centre,
9am. Paisley Highlander’s
Association, ceilidh,
Elderslie Village Hall,
7.30pm. Oban High School
fomer pupils’ annual dinner
dance, Swallow Hotel.
Tickets 0141 943 0281 or
0141 563 9729. Stirling
Gaelic Choir, concert,
Victoria Halls, Dunblane,
7.30pm.
Tuesday March 14:
Glasgow Gaelic Society,
Partick Burgh Halls, 7.30pm
Thursday March 16: St
Columba’s Church, quiz
night, 7.30pm.

Pub scene

THIS weekend in the Islay
Inn entertainment will be
provided by Parting Glass,
Gary Forest and Donald
MacDonald on successive
evenings and in the Park Bar
it will be Eriskay Lilt on
Friday and Deoch’n Dorus
on Saturday and Sunday.

Iain Angus MacLeod, aged
15, from Harris, was a
sensation in the Park Bar
recently. Self taught and
unable to read music he
created a wonderful west
coast atmosphere and patrons
can’t wait for his return.
Neil Murray, telephone
0141 954 8105. Email
neilfmurray@yahoo.co.uk.

minister of Kilmartin in
1669. He married Grisel
M’Gilchrist, whose family
produced some of the
earliest lawyers in Argyll,
and died in Ireland about
1690 have deserted his
charge for not conforming
to Presbyterianism. He is
buried in the churchyard at
Kilmartin beneath an
elaborate mural monument
with a Latin inscription and
is best remembered for
losing one of the Minute
Books of the Synod of
Argyll.

Alexander MacDougall,
who died in 1741 and was
buried in Torosay along
with his wife and son
Duncan, was the son of
Allan MacDougall of
Gallanach and Janet,
daughter of John Campbell,
9th Captain of
Dunstaffnage. Through
marriage the MacDougalls
were related to the
Maclaines of Lochbuie and
lived for a time near Duart
which probably explains
why this memorial stone is
to be found on Mull.

It is apparent from the
symbols on the stone that
Margaret MacLachlan
herself may have been a
cleric but the inscription is
now too weathered to
confirm it.

I would be grateful if any
of your knowledgeable
readers could give me any
information about the
history of the MacLachlans
and the MacDougalls of
Argyll or any information
which might throw
additional light on Margaret
MacLachlan and this
important stone.
Iain Thornber, Knock
House, Morvern, Oban,
Argyll, PA34 5UU. Email:
iain@iainthornber.co.uk
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Islanders debate

future of Lismore

Community Hall

THE FATE of Lismore
Community Hall was
debated at a public meeting
on the island yesterday
(Wednesday).

Lismore Public Hall
Committee called the
meeting to hear the public
view on the hall’s future,
which has come down to
two options.

Option one is to keep the
hall as it is but carry out
necessary improvements;
option two is to build a new
hall on a different site
whilst keeping the current
hall open with minimum
expenditure.

Speaking before the
meeting, Lismore Public
Hall Committee chairman
Julian Wormleighton told

The Oban Times: ‘I hope we
get a clear steer from the
community as to what the
hall committee should do
next.

‘The hall committee
doesn’t have an agenda and
we want the community to
tell us what it wants to do.’

Land had been offered by
two islanders to build a
proposed extension to the
existing hall, including a
car park, after it was
decided the hall was too
small to meet islanders’
needs.

A plan was drawn up for
the extension and
refurbishment of the hall
and a feasibility study
revealed the overall cost of
the project would  be

£950,000. However, the
land-owners who made the
initial offer of land have
since retracted their offer.

Instead they have offered
the committee a smaller
patch of land on which to
build, although they have
also offered to help with
project costs.

The proposed extension
and refurbishment has since
fallen through and only the
two options remain.

Mr Wormleighton said
there were a number of
shortcomings identified
with the current hall,
although the building is
structurally sound.

He said: ‘If the hall is
being used for something
that does not require chairs

they have to be stacked on
the stage and in the entrance
room.

‘We need to improve and
enlarge the kitchen and
disabled access is not very
good.

The doctor’s surgery,
which is within the hall, is
less than ideal because it is
not large enough and is
accessed through the main
hall.

‘If something is going on
in the hall, patients have to
parade through the main
hall.

‘Going to see the doctor
is a very private thing for
some people.

‘We were going to address
the lack of insulation as the
hall is not energy efficient.’

Lismore Primary School shinty team competed in the recent First Shinty
leagues at Atlantis Leisure, Oban. The team finished third equal in the ‘B’

league despite having a number of beginners in its line-up. t09lis03

Three cheers for shinty team

Just four of Lismore Primary School’s certificate
winners who excelled over a number of weeks
collecting ‘bears’. Children are rewarded with

‘bears’ for good effort. To get a certificate pupils
must collect 20 or more bears. One boy at the

school was given 25 bears for finding the school
bell which had been missing for two days. t09lis04

‘Bearing’ up at school

Liseachs’

hobbies

for life

YOU WON’T find stamp
collecting and jigsaw
puzzles at Lismore Primary
School’s ‘Hobbies for Life’
after-school club.

On Lismore the children
try a new hobby every
Wednesday, many of them
high-tech or relevant to the
island’s past.

Among the hobbies are:
digital photography and
printing, song writing and
electronic composing, local
history, archaeology, nature
walks and geology.

Classroom assistant and
school secretary Caroline
Willis runs the ‘Hobbies for
Life’ club.

She said: ‘The idea of the
club is to show children a
range of hobbies that they
can learn about and
participate in, starting now,
but with the possibility of
continuing throughout their
lives.

‘I would like to emphasise
how much I have been
supported by and
encouraged by Lismore’s
two exceptional teachers,
Freda MacGregor and Mary
MacDougall.

WITH everything in place for Lismore’s
biggest construction project, everyone is
looking forward to seeing the finished
Lismore Heritage Museum.

None more so than the recently appointed
museum development officer Cait
McCullagh who has been tasked with
rifling though the museum’s priceless
collection of ancient items.

The £615,000 heritage centre will not
only house a collection of artefacts in a
museum but will also have a committee
room, gift shop and eating area.

Cait, who will be responsible for the
museum, said: ‘My role is to support what
has already been happening towards a
museum for many years.

‘I will carry on the work of the heritage
committee for future generations of
islanders.

‘Lismore has the only Iron Age bronze
armlet on the west coast of Scotland.

‘The island has never had an accredited
museum until now and we hope this
museum will be accredited to museum
archive and library standards so in the
future there will be a possibility of
retaining some of the antiques yet to be
discovered on the island.’

Tony Perkins of Comann Eachdraidh
Lios Mor, the group behind the heritage
centre plan, said: ‘We are delighted Cait
is on board to give the museum
accreditation to the Scottish Museum.

‘None of this could have been possible
without the commitment of Comann
Eachdraidh Lios Mor.

Mr Perkins thanked all the organisations
who funded and backed the project
including Nadair Trust, CADISPA and the
Heritage Lottery Memorial Fund.

The museum will move from the old
schoolhouse into the new building when
it is finished in late September.

Anne Livingstone with her dance pupils at Lismore Primary School. t09lis02

Country

dancing

lessons

LISEACHS have always
enjoyed their ceilidhs
which is probably why
every child at the school
takes part in the country
dancing classes every
Thursday afternoon.

Dance teacher Anne
Livingstone has taught
adults on the island for 18
years and has been taking
classes at the school for
four years. Anne said:
‘They are all keen to learn
because there are ceilidh
dances during the summer
and they like to go.’

The school will be
entering two teams into the
Highlands and Islands
Music and Dance Festival
this year.

Nurse practitioner Mairi Perkins travels the length
of Lismore treating patients. t09lis01

WITH Lismore’s on-duty
GP a ferry trip away in Port
Appin, the role of the
island’s nurse practitioner
is, literally, a lifesaver.

Mairi Perkins took on the
role, which was developed
as the island had no
ambulance access,
paramedic or resident GP,
in May 1997.

Mairi, who is on call 24-
hours-a-day, said: ‘The
position is the most difficult
but challenging position I
have ever held.

‘It really takes me to my
limits professionally,
physically and mentally but
I feel very privileged to
have the support and trust
of the community and to be
part of their lives.’

Mairi does have help on
the island and is responsible
for three home carers and
two outreach workers.

The outreach workers are
funded through the Staying
Put project which has been
a great success on the
island.

Its objective is to keep
elderly patients on the
island for longer.

A bus is provided to take
them out to the hairdressers,

bank, dentist or opticians on
the mainland and it also
takes elderly people to
social events.

‘With the carers and
outreach workers I can keep
patients on the island for
longer,’ said Mairi.

‘That’s important to the
culture of the island
because it is seen as
unfinished business if they
die off the island. They
want to live here and they
want to die here.’

Mairi’s role means she
encounters the widest range
of medical problems.

She added: ‘The youngest
islander is a few months old
and the oldest is aged 92.

‘Dr MacNicol comes over
for emergencies and a
Monday surgery but my
training as a nurse
practitioner allows me the
autonomy to see patients,
diagnose, treat, prescribe
medicine and discharge or
refer onto a GP or other
health professional.’

Mairi is also nursing team
leader for the Appin nurses.
She is often seen driving her
blue Fiat Punto around the
island on one of her
frequent home visits.

Final countdown to new

heritage museum

Lismore Primary School pupils visited the current museum at the old
schoolhouse to help with their project on crofts. t09lis07

Mor which is partly
responsible for Lismore
being known all over the
world through the internet.

However, some things
don’t change at all, namely
well attended ceilidhs on
the island.

Lismore children saw
some spectacular scenes
during the war, according to
Donald.

He said: ‘Huge convoys of
ships would assemble off
the east side of the island

before going on a mission
and the soldiers stayed in
campsites on the island.

‘We had five anti-aircraft
guns on the mainland coast
to protect the fleet and on
Lismore we had a signal
tower.

‘It was an exciting time
for the children because
there wasn’t much else to
do - especially as the
community hall had been
commandeered by army
engineers!’

Donald Black outside the house he has lived in
since birth. t09lis05

The many changes on

Lismore over the years

HAVING lived in the same
house all of his life Donald
Black has seen many
changes on Lismore over
the years.

Donald has witnessed
things as sudden as a
wartime maritime operation
and as gradual as the
decline of the Gaelic
language.

The former farmer and
roads worker said the island
has changed a great deal.

Donald said: ‘When I
grew up there were
approximately 230 people
on the island and at least
200 were Gaelic speakers,
the rest were mostly
learners.

‘It all changed after the
Second World War.

‘Over the generations we
lost so many young people
that the language was
almost lost.’

Donald can also
remember the last few
agricultural shows on the
island, which he said were
always busy and had
excellent stock.

But not all changes have
been for the worst and
Donald is a member of
Comann Eachdraidh Lios

started to pick up quite a bit.

‘We have made
redundancies in shops all
over the country, but I
cannot give details for any
particular outlets.

‘It is certainly under three
figures out of a total of
3,000 employees,’ said
Richard Lovell, group
managing director of the
travel chain.

‘We have looked at all our
branches, as we do every
two or three months, and
where there has been a
significant drop in bookings
we have ‘shed’ members of
staff.’

Conservative

candidate

must

stand again

ANDREW Price,  Con-
servative Prospective
Parliamentary Candidate
for the Western Isles, has
been told by Scottish Tories
that he must re-apply for the

position.
Mr Price, who recently

stated that Roman
Catholics could not be
regarded as Christians, was
apparently not selected in
the proper way. During a
meeting last week in
Stornoway between eight
members of Western Isles
Constituency Association,
James Goodman, director
of the Scottish Conservative
Party, and Adrian Shinwell,
vice president of the
Scottish Conservative and
Unionist Association, it was
discovered that Mr Price’s
selection had been subject
to technical and procedural
difficulties.

Neil MacLeod, chairman
of the association, said:
‘Applicants must be
approved by the Scottish
Central Office as well as us
and this had not been done.’

However, Mr Price has
applied to be put on the
candidates’ list for a second
selection process and will
be considered in the same
way as others.

Islay malt

to become

a rarity

WHISKY connoisseurs
will have to make a
journey to Islay if they
want to sample Caol Ila
single malt.

It was withdrawn from
mainland and export sales
at the beginning of the
year and is now only
available from the
distillery itself.

Caol Ila is owned by
United Distillers and is
not one of the group’s six
‘classic malts’.

Caol Ila is one of 11
single malt whiskies
owned by United
Distillers which have been
taken out of market
circulation to concentrate
resources on the
marketing of the six
classics, which includes
Oban single malt, plus the
exclusive Royal Loch-
nagar and Cardhu.

Jobs worry

at travel

centres

STAFF in the Oban and
Fort William branches of
Pickford’s Travel were
still waiting to hear
yesterday whether or not
they were included in the
latest wave of
redundancies to hit many
of the 420 Pickford’s
outlets nationwide.

Nor have they received
official notification that
they have to adopt a seven-
and-a-half per cent cut in
pay.

‘We have heard nothing
as yet although we know
that other firms like
Cook’s and A T Mays have
had to close branches,’
said Rose MacPherson,
manager of Pickford’s
Fort William.

In Oban, acting manager
Sheila McCorkindale said
she could not comment on
redundancies although she
thought business had

Saving lives

and keeping

an island

culture alive

Wallace
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(3937)

Call today and

book your

comprehensive

eye examination

For

 people

who

really

care

 about

their

eyesight
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Wallace Optometrists
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MORE THAN 100 new and aspiring crofters are cur-
rently enrolled in an innovative course covering the ba-
sics of crofting, which is running in six locations through-
out the crofting counties.

With some of the courses oversubscribed, many more
people are on a waiting list for the 10-week programme
of evening classes.

 Scottish Crofting Foundation (SCF) director John
Laing says that the level of demand for the course is very
encouraging.

‘It is clear from the number of people attending dili-

It’s back to school as more than 100 enrol for crofting evening classes

gently every week that there is real interest in crofting.
‘Some have just taken on a croft and are thinking about

how they want to run it, while others are finding out all
they can at this stage in the hope of soon finding a place
of their own.

‘Established crofters looking to brush up on particular
aspects or consider new ideas are also taking part and
the classes benefit from their experience.

‘With all this enthusiasm for a crofting way of life, it is
important that access to crofting opportunities is within
the reach of aspiring crofters.

‘Legislation and regulation have a key role to play in
this and we’ll be continuing to press for the best struc-
ture to support the active use of croft land,’ he said.

 The evening classes introduce participants to the his-
tory and structure of crofting; the crofting environment,
crofting enterprise and land use, animal husbandry and
welfare and the European and regulatory dimensions.  The
Induction course is a collaboration between the Scottish
Crofting Foundation, SAC and the Crofters Commission
and is supported by HIE and the European Social Fund.

Inverness-based Scottish Agricultural College (SAC)

consultant Siobhan Macdonald who coordinates SAC’s
training initiatives in the Highland and Islands Area said:
‘SAC is committed to supporting agriculture and rural
development in all areas of Scotland.

‘With ESF and HIE support we are backing a number
of initiatives in the Highland and Islands which aim to
help rural business meet the challenges that they face
and compete with producers in other areas.  The funding
has already been used to help run a series of induction courses
for crofters, supply-chain training for beef producers and
seminars on the practical application of tenancy law.

Charolais cross

to 166.7p per

kilo at Dingwall

DINGWALL and  Highland
Marts sold 309 store cattle
at its fortnightly sale. when
all classes sold exception-
ally well at increased rates.

The 76 bullocks in the
under 450kg section sold to
a top of 166.7p per kilo for
a 330kg Charolais cross
from J Falconer, Tacher, to
average at 133.5p, and to
£620 per head for 422kg
Charolais crosses from K J
Maclennan and Son, Easter
Muckernich.  The 73 bul-
locks, 451kg and over, sold
to a top of 137p for a 460kg
Limousin from J and H
Chisholm, Wester Moy, to
average 126.2p, and to
£730 for a Simmental cross
from Burton and Fraser
Farms, Dunain Mains.

Heifers up to 450kg sold to
a top of 151.6p for a 277kg
Limousin from E A and B W
Johnstone, Achnabat to aver-
age 120.3p and to £520 per
head for a 370kg Limousin
from M and C Cameron,
Strone Farm.  The 62 heif-
ers, 451kg and over, sold to
a top of 121.1p per kilo for
a 575kg Limousin also
from Strone, to average
109.3p, and to £630 for a
Belgian Bleu cross from R
Bain and Sons, Lower
Gledfield.

Young bulls to a top of
112.2p from A J Dalgetty,
Coilach, to average 102.1p.

The company also sold 38
over 30 month cattle with
bullocks selling to 83.8p per
kilo for a 555kg Limousin
from D Munro, Rockfield, to
average 63.5p, and to £665
for an Aberdeen Angus cross
from Midfearn Farms.

Quality, young, out-win-
tered breeding stock met a
keen demand, with classes
selling above expectations.

A feature of the sale was the
dispersal of the Drynie Hill
herd of 112 calving cows and
heifers which averaged £612
per head, selling to £1020 for
a Shorthorn cross heifer in
calf; £980 for a Luing cross
and £920 for a Limousin
cross cow in calf.

Heifers with heifer calf sold
to £1250 and with bull calf
to £1020, from R Maclennan,
199 Lednabirichen. Cows
with heifer calf sold to £860
for a Shorthorn from Drynie,
and with male calf to £800
from D Chisholm, 11
Stirkhill.

Shorthorn cross Highland
bulling heifers sold to £570
from Mrs H Corrigall,
Culnaha.

Findon

Limousin leads

Dingwall prime

DINGWALL and Highland
Marts sold 67 cattle (39
bullocks and 28 heifers) at
its weekly prime sale.

Bullocks sold to a top of
130p per kilo, £813 per
head for a 625kg Limousin
from MacIntyre Findon
Farms to John M Munro
Ltd., Dingwall.

Heifers sold to a top of
122p per kilo for a 505kg
Limousin from Conon Brae
Farms to Fraser Brothers,
Dingwall, and to £726 per
head for a Charolais cross
from J and B McCallum,
Mountrich to Woodhead
Brothers, Turriff.

The company also sold
1412 prime sheep with
lambs selling to a top of
122p per kilo for 41kg
Texel crosses from Conon
Brae Farms to A J Ingram,
East Comalegy and to £51
per head for 46kg Texel
crosses from the same seller
to Fraser Brothers.

Logan

Charolais to

160p per kilo at

Stirling

 UNITED Auctions had for-
ward 532 store cattle and 54
cast cows store and feeding
sheep at Stirling on
Wednesday..

Bullocks sold to 160p per
kilo for a Charolais cross
off  Logan to average
122.6p while heifers sold to
139p per kilo for a
Simmental cross off of
Back O’Muir to average
115.4p

Cast cows sold to 92p per
kilo for a Limousincross off
Hill of Arnmore to average
67.1ppk

Texels sell well

at Stirling

prime sale

UNITED Auctions Stirling
had 2965 prime sheep in-
cluding 2222 hoggs and
743 ewes and rams at their
Thursday sale when Texel
lambs from Guardswell
sold to £60.50 and to
138.5p per kilo for Texels
from Nether Lethame.

On a walk over one of my
local hills at the weekend I
was reminded that hilltops
and moors in the Highlands
can be bleak places in late
winter, largely devoid of
birdlife. Meadow pipits,
like most other summer
breeders, especially those
that feed on insects, leave
the hills in the autumn for
lower ground and it will be
several weeks yet before
they return. It is hardy her-
bivores such as grouse and
ptarmigan, and carrion
feeders such as hooded
crows, ravens and golden
eagles, that are most likely
to be seen in the mountains
in winter.

A red grouse, with its gut-
tural cry of ‘go back, go
back’, and a pair of hooded
crows squawking overhead,
were my only company un-
til I approached the summit.
A faint but distinct call then
alerted me to the presence
of another species - a
golden plover.

The golden plover has a
distinctive and penetrating
call - a short but plaintive
rising whistle, something
like ‘tlooee’. The Gaelic
name for the golden plover
is very apt - ‘feadagh’, the
name also given to the
penny whistle or flute. The
word plover is applied to
several related species and
is possibly French in origin,
from the word for rain, sug-
gesting a link between the

Despite the freezing conditions, golden plover have already started visiting
their high breeding grounds.

Nature Times

appearance of plovers and
wet weather. Flocks of
golden plovers and green
plovers (lapwings) do ap-
pear in lowland fields in the
autumn, but another possi-
ble origin explanation is
that it is imitative of their
calls.

Golden plovers belong to
the group of birds known as
waders, but unlike most
waders in winter they feed
on inland pasture, where
they forage for worms,
slugs and seeds. In Scotland
the main wintering areas are
in the eastern and southern

lowlands; in the west and
north, you are most likely
to see significant flocks on
the more fertile islands -
notably Islay, Tiree, Uist
and Orkney.

Golden plovers start to
revisit higher ground sur-
prisingly early though, even
in February when the
ground can be hard frozen,
as it is at the moment. Ter-
ritories need to be estab-
lished and pair bonds set
up, though it will be April
before nesting starts.

In breeding plumage, lit
by sunshine, the golden

plover or ‘goldie’ looks
quite stunning.

The plumage on the bird’s
back, wings and head is
spangled golden-yellow
and black, whilst the face,
throat and underparts are
black, with a white border
running up the sides of the
neck and round the fore-
head.

In winter the blackness of
the underparts is replaced
by white with some darker
streaking, but the golden
colouring remains.

Highland Darter

THREE  training days be-
ing set up for local food
growers and producers in
Argyll, Bute and Lochaber
are proving popular.

The Highlands and Is-
lands Local Food Network
(HILFN) has organised
three ‘Grow Local’ days in
Lochgilphead, Oban and
Fort William.

Each session provides lo-
cal growers with expert ad-
vice and practical tips on
how to produce local food
and sell it locally.

Calina MacDonald,
HILFN Production Advisor
said: ‘We have been de-
lighted with the interest so
far in these sessions.

‘Interest has come from
throughout the area, from
Kintyre and the Isle of Bute
in the south to the offshore
islands of Coll and Colonsay.

‘We will be working with
these prospective growers
and producers to help them
meet the strong demand for
fresh food in the area.’

Speakers at the sessions
will include Jo Hunt and
Calina MacDonald from
HILFN, looking at the mar-
ket for local food and using
practical examples of suc-
cessful enterprise from
Calina’s native Skye and
other areas of the Highlands
and Islands.

There will also be repre-
sentatives from Argyll Ag-
ricultural Forum, Argyll
and Bute Council and local
enterprise companies who
will highlight business op-
portunities and support for
local producers.

The morning session on
each day will be rounded
off with workshops to dis-
cuss participants’ own busi-
ness ideas.

The afternoon of each day
will a visit to a local pro-

ducer or farm shop, so that
the new growers and pro-
ducers can share the expe-
rience of someone running
a successful local food
business.

Calina MacDonald said,
‘As well as providing an

interesting and informative
day about the potential for
local food, we are looking
for each day to bring out
new growers in the area,
who we can work with to
increase the supply of fresh
local food.’

There are still some places
left on the sessions and any-
one who would like to book
or get further information
should either contact
Caroline on 01381 600525
or book via the website on
www.hilocalfood.net

Three ‘grow local’ training days

planned for west coast food producers

MORE than 350 members
of young farmers’ clubs
around Scotland descended
on Oban over the weekend
for their winter competi-
tions weekend.

Despite having around 70
reservations at one of the
town’s hotels being can-
celled the Wednesday be-
fore the event, the young
farmers managed not to let
it spoil their weekend
which started with the fi-
nals of the ten-pin bowling
competition at Harbour
Bowl.

The Scottish Association
of Young Farmers’ Clubs
(SAYFC) organised the
weekend in the town and
booked the Harbour Bowl
for the day in order to hold
the competitions, which
saw 28 teams of six battle
it out for the national title.

Among the teams was one
from the newly-formed
North Argyll Young Farm-
ers’ Club but the competi-
tion was won by Carluke.

While this was going on,
the Caledonian Hotel was
the venue for a more seri-
ous event, the finals of the
Member of the Year contest
in which nine finalists went
up against a panel of farm-
ers and former members of
young farmers’ clubs.

The panel was John
Raeside, Linnhead Farm,
Uplawmoor, Glasgow;
Andrew Lorrain-Smith,
Hagbrae, Gorebridge, Mid-
lothian; and former Mem-
ber of the Year Helen
Hunter, Braehead Farm,
Bainshole, Huntly.

The finalists had been
whittled down from the dis-
trict and regional heats and

came under some tough
questioning from the panel
about what they had
achieved for their particu-
lar club and district.

Far from being exclu-
sively for farmers per se,
young farmers’ clubs wel-
come people aged between
14 and 30 years from a ru-
ral background, no matter
what their profession or
what they are studying.

Among the finalists were
a bank official, dairy and
sheep farmers, a rural busi-
ness consultant and interior
designers but the unani-
mous agreement at the end
of the day saw William
Boyd from Lanarkshire
take the trophy home.

Vice-chairman of the na-
tional association Martin
Silvera of Kinross said the
clubs were for people who
ha an interest in rural mat-
ters and lived in the coun-
try but necessarily have ties
with farming.

As a result of broadening
their horizons, compared to
a few years ago, the asso-
ciation has found that the
number of members has in-
creased.

There are also more rec-
reational and sporting ac-
tivities taking place, with a
national rugby competition
starting up too.

Saturday evening rounded
off with a dance in the
Corran Halls for which
more than 350 tickets were
sold before the night with
more on the door.

Sunday saw the finals of
the five-a-side football at
Atlantis Leisure, to which
a team from North Argyll
had been invited as guests.

The team from Halkirk,
Caithness, won the day,
with Thornhill runners-up.

Meanwhile the national
speech-making finals was
taking place at the Corran
Halls.

Teams of four, with a
chairman, faced a panel of
judges made up of Andrew
Lorrain-Smith, Marion
Raeside and Alan
Cumming, Newwells Farm,
Old Meldrum, Aberdeen-
shire.

While the judges were
making up their minds the
quiz competition with a
team from each region tak-
ing part was held and won
by West Renfrew.

The winner of the speech-
making competition was
the team from Mauchline,
who took home the hand-
some trophy sponsored by
Wiseman Diaries.

Wiseman sponsored the
other competitions during
the national competitions
weekend and has just
agreed to be the main spon-
sor for the SAYFC Club of
the Year Competition.

National association
chairman Jim Smith
thanked all those who had
made the young farmers
welcome over the weekend
and the venues at which the
various events were held.

‘Everyone has had a ball.
Thanks for all the hospital-
ity that we have received
and thanks to all the ven-
ues,’ he said.

He also thanked all those
from the national association
who organised the events,
helped to run and steward
them as well as all the young
farmers for turning out.

Oban hosts

young farmers’

winter bash

The finalists in the Member of the Year competition were, back left, Kathleen Campbell, Caithness;
Lynsey Aitchison, Lothian; Blair Hamilton, Clyde and Central; Caroline McMiken, Dumfries and
Galloway; Emma Fotheringham, Fife and Kinross; front left, Katie Barr, Ayrshire; Katy Ralston,

Angus, Tayside; John Ritchie, Perthshire; and William Boyd, Lanarkshire. t09frm05

The team from Mauchline in Ayrshire which won the speech-making competition were, from left,
Jennifer Borthwick, Diane Hunter, Joanne Gemmell and Christine Kerr and the judges were Andrew

Lorrain-Smith, Marion Raeside and Alan Cumming. t09frm07

Accredited

adviser

IN A recent article about
‘New grant farm appraisals’
we advised that there are
five accredited advisers in
Argyll - but named only
four. We are pleased to
point out that Duncan Baird
of Leven House, Connel
(01631 710684) is the fifth.

01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1

WIRE, STOCK FENCING,

BARBED, HIGH TENSILE,

MILD STEEL : BEST PRICES

TIMBER DIRECT

FROM OUR SAWMILL

Depots throughout Scotland
Delivery available

For a competitive quote

please

call

COVENTRY
for FENCING

Wanted Zetor

Tractor

2WD OR 4WD

For Own Use

Other makes Considerd

07801 052 007
1

1

HAY & STRAW

FOR SALE

For Example:

  Straw delivered to

Campbeltown Area

£65 per ton.

Telephone

01764654267

or 07801737237
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Your ruler, Mars, starts the week at an awesome

angle with stable Saturn. If you are wanting to move

forwards on a well grounded and thought-out

scheme, the portents are excellent. Yet you may

have to reassure yourself and not let vague doubts

hold you back. One friend, could prove to be hugely

reassuring however. Might this become something

more? A singleton? It’s possible. For more, please

call me..

Someone may try to quietly pull some strings on your

behalf and yet you may have to work quite hard at

keeping the lines of communication flowing or else

this individual could figure that you don’t appreciate

their support. Social arrangements could also be in

a state of flux. Don’t take plans for granted, get in

touch and double check plans. This could stave off

problems. For more, please call me..

Your ruler is twisting backwards all week and in an

influential part of your solar scope. Those in the

know, will need to be kept in the loop therefore. If

you are applying for a new role, don’t rush your

application. You may miss an important detail

which could make you look sloppy about the finer

details. Still to book that summer holiday? You

could be compelled to do so. For more, please call

me..

Things can get decidedly more sultry on the

romantic front and you could even gain from a

partners largesse. If you enjoy playing the lottery,

a work based syndicate could also prove fortunate.

Some Cancer’s may look to bricks and mortar to

build a stronger financial foundation, but journey

plans and legalistic issues can get snared up in

delays. Check the small print.  For more, please call

me..

Anything practical which involves a close link to

anyone else, will require careful scrutiny in the next

three weeks. If you are set to shuffle your resources,

certainly don’t leave anything to chance. Yet the

healing and kindly aura of Venus can do wonders

for personal ties with a revival in an existing

relationship, or the chance to meet someone new

and glamorous a real possibility. For more, please

call me..

Sometimes you can get a bit caught up in the detail

of situations to such a degree that you can lose

sight of the big picture. Not everyone may give you

the signals that you want this week, but bear in mind

what they do bring to your world. Your talent for

helping out folk from a practical perspective, can

also cast a more positive slant on proceedings. See

your glass as half full. For more, please call me..

Some early nights and making sure that you are

not overloading yourself with onerous obligations

can help you to deal with astral stress. Yet invites

to have fun, can also come your way too. Just be

aware that even the best planned of events can have

the habit of being cancelled at the last minute. If

so, try not to take this personally. Everyone will be

subject this kind of thing. For more, please call me..

Hosting a gathering at home, for friends or family

can give you immense pleasure, but even more so

if your abode is in exactly the decorative order you

want. If it isn’t, you can find yourself determined to

bring a more stylised look to bear. Will you plump

for a more contemporary feel, or will it be a case of

classic charm? Either way, you’ll want the best

ambiance. For more, please call me..

On one hand you could find yourself feeling a little

more reflective, or it is it that you simply want to

spend some quality time with the people who

really matter in your world, as opposed to more

hale and hearty friendships? You and a family

member can find yourself chewing the cud about

times gone by. You may even get the old family

slides or photo albums out. Sentimental you? For

more, please call me..

Your financial fortunes can certainly start to look a

whole lot more promising. However, the irony is that

contractual discussions could prove frustrating

with someone playing hard and loose with the facts.

Get anything important in writing to avoid future

problems. However, a truly sociable start to the

week suggests there can be some very pleasing

exchanges. For more, please call me..

With Venus gliding majestically into your sign,

months of worry about key involvements’ comes

to an end and you can feel relief that there is a

greater sense of certainty. New players can be set

to come into your world too and certainly you are

the person that folk want to be seen with. Yet

frustratingly, some money owed to you can prove

tricky to get. Use charm to break down barriers. For

more, please call me..

Progress on one hobby or project could come to a

bit of a grinding halt. At the least, you may have to

slow down and make some adjustments.

Romantically, someone from your past could be in

touch, perhaps out of the blue and whether this

pleases you or not, is down to your unique situation.

Solo? You may become fascinated with someone

new on a low key basis to begin with. For more,

please call me..

TO BE INCLUDED IN

The Oban Times

WHAT'S ON GUIDE

CONTACT - 01631 568000

’

Friday 3rd March
X-Factor Dance Company, Sunart Centre,
Strontian 8 pm
The Drifters, Corran Halls, Oban, 8 pm

Tuesday 7th March
Stories from poet and storyteller John Sutch Pickard,
Corran Halls, Oban, 7.30 pm

Friday 10th March
Cash for Kids, Gala Dinner, Argyllshire Gathering
Halls, 7.30 pm

Tuesday 28th March
Traditional Highland Folk Tales, Corran Halls, Oban,
7.30pm. Tickets £5/£3. Tel: Corran Halls 01631 567333

Saturday 22nd April
Singing Kettle, Corran Halls, Oban, 2pm

GET YOUR EVENT LISTED

CONTACT 01631 568000

Friday 28th April at 8.00 pm. Helensburgh and
District Highland Association CEILIDH/DANCE:
Piper~ Bruce Shearlaw Singers ~ Ann-Bone MacLean
Sheona Rostant & Duncan McDonald Violin~
Cameron Bone Chair Person ~ to be advised Band ~
Hector McFadyen. Contact John Wilson Tel
01389841208
Friday 26th May AGM at 7.00pm Helensburgh and
District Highland Association DANCE at 8.00pm.
Band ~Willie Paterson. Contact John Wilson Tel
01389841208
Friday 30th June at 8.00pm Helensburgh and
District Highland Association DANCE: Band ~
Donnie & Diane
Contact John Wilson Tel 01389841208
Saturday 25th March Oban & Lorn Strathspey &
Reel Society, 'Fiddlers Rally' Corran Halls, Oban
Tuesday 4th April Oban Maternity User Group
meeting, Day Centre in the Lorn and Islands Hospital
Thursday 27th April - Sunday 30th April Highlands
and Islands Music and Dance Festival
Thursday 27th April - Bonhams - Valuers and
Auctioneers, McTavish's Kitchens, Oban, at 7.30pm.
Further details nearer the date
Tuesday 9th May Oban Maternity User Group
meeting, Day Centre in the Lorn and Islands Hospital 
Saturday 27th and Sunday 28th May Loch Fyne
Food Fair, Clachan, Cairndow, Loch Fyne             
Tuesday 6th June Oban Maternity User Group
meeting, Day Centre in the Lorn and Islands
Hospital
Tuesday 4th July Oban Maternity User Group
meeting, Day Centre in the Lorn and Islands
Hospital
Tuesday 8th August Oban Maternity User Group
meeting, Day Centre in the Lorn and Islands
Hospital
Tuesday 5th September Oban Maternity User Group
meeting, Day Centre in the Lorn and Islands
Hospital
Tuesday 10th October Oban Maternity User Group
meeting, Day Centre in the Lorn and Islands Hospital
Tuesday 7th November Oban Maternity User Group
meeting, Day Centre in the Lorn and Islands
Hospital
Tuesday 5th December Oban Maternity User Group
meeting, Day Centre in the Lorn and Islands Hospital

NORTH LORN

DRAMA FESTIVAL

22-24  March 2006

7.30 pm

Appin Village Hall  

£2.50 each evening or £7 for

season ticket

Child’s ticket £1 each evening 

Tickets now on sale from

the Secretary

North Lorn Drama Festival,

Rhu Garbh Croft, Appin, PA38 4BA

(Enquiries 01631 730309)

Lorn Schools and
Friends sing for

Wednesday March 8
 at 7pm

The Argyllshire
Gathering Halls, Oban
Prize for lucky programme

Admission: Adults £3
Children (over 5) £1.50

Boat Jumble and
Car Boot Sale

Craignish Village Hall
and Car Park

Sunday 5th March
10.30am – 2.30pm
Bargains Galore
Refreshments

Telephone

 01852 500 689
 for details

KILMARTIN  HOUSE  MUSEUM

ROCK
WORKSHOP
with Julian Hill

Saturday 11th March
11 - 3.30pm

For further information,
booking & diary of events

contact 01546 510 278
www.kilmartin.org

Inveraray & District
Accordion & Fiddle

Club
Swallow Argyll Hotel
Wednesday 8th March

at 8pm
Guest Artistes:
The Hector

MacFadyen Trio
Supporting  players

most welome

Movies from Friday 3rd
March.

CHICKEN LITTLE
U Certificate
164 Minutes

OBAN HIGHLAND
THEATRE

5.45 Daily, except Sunday -
1.00 Saturday and Sunday

Matinees
In a hilarious twist to the

classic tale of a little chicken
(voiced by Zach Braff),
Chicken Little is great for
children and highly amusing
for mums and dads.  Directed
by Mark Dindal, this cartoon
movie is very much in the
Madagascar style - from the
great Walt Disney Studios.

MUNICH
15 - Certificate

134 Minutes
OBAN HIGHLAND

THEATRE
8.15 Daily, except Sunday -

3.15 Sunday Matinee
Steven Spielberg's re-

morseless thriller MUNICH
takes on board many vital and
intractable issues and is cer-
tainly a highly recommended
not-to-be-missed screen
shocker.

Mossad agent Avner
Kaufman (Eric Bana) is as-
signed to Europe with a four-
man hit team to find and
eliminate ruthless killers.  His
clear orders: "Assassinate this
terrorist group".

MUNICH is a five-star ad-
venture and probably one of
the great movies of our time.

FINAL DESTINATION 3
Screen Two - 15 Certificate

93 Minutes
Second Great Week

OBAN HIGHLAND
THEATRE

6.30 and 8.30 Friday -
1.30, 6.30 and 8.30

Saturday
1.30 and 3.30 SUNDAY -

6.30 and 8.30 MONDAY to
THURSDAY

Director James Wong re-
turns to the helm, raising
questions of fate and predes-

tination, in a screen story writ-
ten by James and Glen
Morgan.

A true horror movie, Final
Destination 3 stars Mary
Elizabeth Winstead, Ryan
Merriman and Kris
Lemche, is certainly not a
movie for squeamish
filmgoers, so be warned
FinalDestination 3 could
best be described as 'an orgy
of Carnage'.

MEMOIRS OF
 A GEISHA
Screen One

12A Certificate
145 Minutes

FORT WILLIAM
STUDIO CINEMA
7.15  Daily, including

Sunday - 2.25 Saturday
Matinee

The compulsive novel by
Arthur Golden, that told the
story of a secret Japanese
worls, sold over four million
English- language editions
and was translated into thirty-
two other languages.  A truly
outstanding literary success.

Memoirs of a Geisha is a
feast for the eye thanks to out-
standing cinematography, ex-
cellent production and rich
costumes.  Directed by Rob
Marshall, the movie follows
the life of a penniless child
sold into slavery, then being
taken under the wing of a
legendry Geisha.

CHEAPER BY THE
DOZEN 2
Screen One

 PG Certificate
 90 Minutes

FORT WILLIAM
STUDIO CINEMA
7.30 Daily, including

Sunday - 2.30 Saturday
Matinee

The Bakers are back with a
vengeance, with STEVE
MARTIN starring in the se-
quel to his 2003 movie suc-
cess, this time under the di-
rection of ADAM
SHANKMAN (Director of
'The Pacifier').  This time the
Bakers are toe-to-toe with
another clan in an ultimate
inter-family battle.

The entire CHEAPER BY
THE DOZEN 'Original Cast'
comes together including
Bonnie Hunt, Hilary Duff,
Tom Welling and Piper
Perabo. They are joined in
turn by the new family,
headed by Eugene Levy.

In CHEAPER BY THE
DOZEN 2, Tom Baker(Steve
Martin) and wife Kate bring
their family together at their
long-time holiday home, on
the shores of Lake Winnetka.

Comunn Gaidhealach
 an Obain

Ceilidh

McTavish’s Kitchen
George Street

Oban
Saturday 4th March

7.30pm
Admission £4

Sahara Challenge
Team

CAR BOOT
SALE

In aid of Macmillan
Cancer Relief

Co-op Car Park,
Oban

11-3pm
Sunday 5th March
£5 per car/table

INVERARAY and District
Accordion and Fiddle Club
met in their usual venue of
the Swallow Argyll Hotel.

Fyne Folk, with Janette
Gibson on accordion, Sally
Hall, Alex John MacLeod
and Duncan Crawford on
fiddle and Agnes Liddell on
keyboard, got the evening
underway with a lively se-
lection of sets.  Jake
MacKay, accompanied by
Janette, Duncan and Agnes,
displayed great dexterity
with two ‘moothies’ and
was a treat to listen to.

Paying a visit to the Club
for the first time were Matt
Ferguson and his sister
Margaret from Strathaven

and Bob Berry from
Larkhall, all on accordion.
Accompanied by Agnes on
keyboard and Sandy
MacDonald on drums, they
each played in their own
particular style and this was
also much enjoyed and they
were thanked by chairman,
Niall Iain MacLean, for
having made such a long
journey up for a tune.
Guest artistes were local
bandleader, Allan McIntosh
and The Heather Dance
Band.

Accompanying Allan was
Bill Purves on second box,
Kenny Wilson on fiddle,
Alan Kitchen on keyboard
and Davy Cameron on

drums.  The band delighted
the audience with a very
well rehearsed programme
in each half ranging from
lovely Gaelic waltzes to
rousing reels, with a couple
of fiddle solos from Kenny,
the second one on a Norwe-
gian Hardanger fiddle,
which was thoroughly en-
joyed.

During the evening a very
pleasant ceremony took
place.  Jim Tennent, a regu-
lar attender at the club, had
made a lovely banner espe-
cially for the club and this
was unfurled and hung in
place of honour behind the
Band for all to see.  On be-
half of the club, chairman
MacLean thanked Jim for
his very kind gesture.

Next week, it’s the turn of
well known Oban
bandleader, Hector
MacFadyen to fill the guest
artiste spot with his trio -
another one not to be
missed.

Heather Dance Band at Inveraray

The volunteers at Saturday’s coffee morning
in the Regent Hotel in aid of the Save of the

Children Fund. t09cof01

A BEAUTIFUL sunny Sat-
urday saw a good-turn out for
the Save the Children Fund’s
Oban branch coffee morning.

As well as a mound of
home baking and lots of
volunteer ladies scurrying
around with pots of tea and
coffee, there was a bric-a-
brac stall, home baking and
produce, bottle and jewellery
stalls to browse through.

Margaret McClements, a
member of the Oban fund-
raising committee, had mar-
shalled the troops for the
coffee morning in Oban’s
Regent Hotel and was de-
lighted when the morning’s
work achieved £750.

‘I think the good weather
brought people out. We
were not to busy but not too
quite either,’ she said.

As always the hotel was
thanked for making its din-
ing room, with its enviable
view of the bay, available
for the coffee morning./

The next fund-raiser will
be a concert in March in the
Gathering Halls in Oban by
children’s choirs from
around Lorn.

Auctioneers Bonhams
will be at McTavish’s
Kitchens on April 27 for an
evening of valuations,
which is also being held for
the Save the Children Fund.

5.45 DAILY, EXCEPT SUNDAY–1.00 SATURDAY and SUNDAY MATINEES

HILARIOUS TWIST TO THE CLASSIC TALE OF A LITTLE CHICKEN

CHICKEN LITTLE U

8.15 DAILY, EXCEPT SUNDAY – 3.15 SUNDAY MATINEE

STEVEN SPIELBERG’S REMORSELESS THRILLER

MUNICH 15

6.30 and 8.30 DAILY, EXCEPT SUNDAY

1.30 and 3.30 SATURDAY and SUNDAY MATINEES

FINAL DESTINATION 3 15

7.15 DAILY, INCLUDING SUNDAY – 2,15 SATURDAY MATINEE

Memoirs of a Geisha 12A

(Under-12s admitted when with an adult aged 18 or over)

7.30 DAILY, INCLUDING SUNDAY – 2.30 SATURDAY MATINEE

CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 PG

M.A.C.C

AUTOCROSS

EVENT

Kilmichael
Sawmill Site

Saturday1st April
12 noon

To enter contact
Goldie on 01546 602743

 after 7pm
proceeds to local charities

Benderloch Bowling Club

Open

Doubles

 Competition

Victory Hall
Benderloch

Commences at
6.30pm prompt

All Welcome
Bar - Teas - Raffles

FORT WILLIAM ACCORDION
& FIDDLE CLUB

Musical Evening
Tuesday 7 March

at 8pm
Guest Artists:

“Colin Garvin” Trio
Usual venue Inverlochy

All Welcome
Admission £3.00 … Tea &

Raffle Extra
IN THE EVENT OF A LAST MINUTE

CANCELLATION BY

 ANY GUEST ARTIST THE COMMITTEE WILL

 FIND AN ALTERNATIVE ARTIST

CORRAN HALLS

Tuesday 7 March 7.30pm

THERE AND BACK AGAIN

(from the West of Scotland to the West Bank)

Stories from poet and storyteller Jan Sutch Pickard

from Iona and Mull, Africa and the Andes. Following

her recent time as a volunteer on the West Bank, the

evening will also include stories from the Holy Land.

Tickets £5/£3

Box Office: 01631 567333

Pet
of
the
Week

aaa.rescueteam@btopenworld.com

www.smallpaws.co.uk

ARGYLL

ANIMAL AID

MICKEY
Very friendly neutered boy. Has only one
eye but the other one works well!
Please contact Pat on 01852 300362

1

OBAN FM

Cash for Kids

Gala Dinner

Charity Ball & Auction

Friday 10th March 06

 7.30pm

Argyllshire Gathering Halls

Compere Bill Smith - Radio Clyde

Guest Speaker - Charles Kennedy MP

Live Music from

Skerryvore

Tickets £25.00 Available From

Oban Music, Argyll Square &

Hydro Electric Showroom

Contact Soapbox Marketing for Table Requirements

01631 570555

Items for Auction - call 07831 883366

Dress - Formal

Oban Accordion
& Fiddle Club
Monthly

Club Night
McTavish’s Kitchens
Thursday 9th March

at 8pm
All players Welcome

Guest Artiste
 Deoch’n’ Dorus

Admission £3
Note change of date

Oban War & Peace

MuesumMuesumMuesumMuesumMuesum

Re-opens
Saturday 4th March

10am - 4pm
Old Oban Times

Building
Corran Esplanade

(next to Regent Hotel)
(Closed Sunday and
Monday until Easter)
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MORHAM & BROTCHIE
Chartered Surveyors

Providing Domestic and Commercial
Property Valuation throughout the

West Highlands and Islands
5 Stafford Street, Oban, Argyll, PA34 5NJ

Telephone 01631 563721    Fax 01631 566566
E-mail: admin@morhambro.co.uk
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Excellent views �  Close to town centre
Sales Telephone: (01397) 702272
E-mail: property@glasdrum.com

GLASDRUM

DEVELOPMENT

FORT WILLIAM

Three to six-bedroom
houses
built to
individual
requirements

PROPERTY WANTED

PROPERTY TO LET

FOR SALE
LOCAL RETAIL

BUSINESS

Equestrian, Fishing and Animal Feeds
Further details:

01631 570080

COACH BUSINESS

FOR SALE

Ideal opportunity for existing coach operator in West
Highland area of Scotland to expand their business

–or–
Person wishing to start up in the coach business

3 operator discs – 3 Midi coaches
School contracts – Extensive private hire and tour operations
Excellent loyal customer base with lots of scope to expand

Sale due to owner retiring
Please apply to Box No. 6715

The Oban Times, Fort William

BUSINESSES FOR SALE

FOR SALE
FORMER SCHOOL 
ISLE OF KERRERA
An opportunity has arisen to acquire a unique property on the Isle of 
Kerrera on the beautiful west coast of Scotland.

This traditional school building is now available for sale 
along with an adjoining 0.24 acre site offering residential 
development potential.

Offers in excess of £130,000 are invited. 

Closing date Friday 28 April 2006

For further information contact: The Estates Office, 
Legal and Protective Services, Blairvadach, Shandon G84 8ND. 
Tel: 01436 658957

To find out more about living and 
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk 

COMMERCIAL

MacPhee &

Partners

Tel: 01631 565251

Fax: 01631 565434

www.macphee.co.uk

property@macphee.co.uk

MacPhee & Partners

8 George Street

Oban, Argyll

PA34 5SB

Established
Bed & Breakfast

SOUTH LEDAIG FARM
North Connel, ArgyllPrice

Guide:
£620,000

Farm
House,

3 Bedroom
Converted
Granary,

3 Bedroom
2 x 2 Bedroom Holiday Cottages

Residential Caravan : Range of Outbuildings
Large Garden

Sea ViewsGrounds:
Approximately
three acres

TO LET
Six Months’ Short
Assured Tenancy

TWO-BED FLAT

Central Oban

£420 per month
(excluding Council Tax)

No D.S.S.
Telephone

07732 392 222

ARGYLL
OTTER FERRY

Spacious Three-Bed
Cedarwood

BUNGALOW
with views over

Loch Fyne available
on LONG LET
£350 p.c.m.

References essential
No D.S.S.

Telephone

01700 821 220

TO LET
THREE-BEDROOM HOUSE
Lochview Estate, Fort William

Fully furnished, Oil-fired central heating
Rent approximately £550 p.c.m.

33 High Street, Fort William, PH33 6DJ
Fax: 01397 702010   E-mail: jhillis@bidwells.co.uk

PROPERTY

TO LET

Immaculate
One-Bedroom

FURNISHED FLAT

in Town Centre
Non-smokers, only

£400 p.c.m.
(plus bills)

References and deposit
required
Telephone

07769 687 515

Professional young gentleman with permanent
employment seeks

FURNISHED or UNFURNISHED
ONE/TWO-BEDROOMED FLAT

in

FORT WILLIAM
as soon as possible

Please telephone 07787 391 460

FOR SALE, OBAN
THREE-BEDROOM PROPERTY

Two double bedrooms and large single bedroom, fully
fitted kitchen including hob and fridge, fully double

glazed; easily maintained front and rear gardens
Offers over £105,000

(to include carpets, blinds and curtains)
Telephone for viewing:

01631 567241 or 0791 4087161

FOR SALE

OBAN TOWN CENTRE

Recently Modernised and Upgraded
FIRST-FLOOR FLAT

in excellent condition
Hall, Lounge, Breakfasting Kitchen, Bath/Shower-Room,

Bedroom, Electric Central Heating, Double-Glazing
Floor and Window Coverings included in sale price

Offers over £69,000
Telephone 07810 353 837

Luxurious
accommodation
in the pipeline for
Kilmore
WITH available housing
sites in the Oban area
falling well short of
demand, the appearance
on the market of an
exclusive Kilmore
development which
offers the opportunity
to buy in a single
package  an as-yet-to-
be-built house on an
inspiring site command-
ing wonderful views
over Loch Feochan is
certain to draw a rush of
potential purchasers.

Attractions
While it can offer all

the attractions of a quiet
village lifestyle,
Kilmore is only a mile
or two south of Oban
and within easy
commuting distance of
the area’s main town
with its comprehensive
services.

The two plots
available are covered
by planning permission

Wentworth

Carradale

for one-and-a-half
storey houses. Both
house styles are
specified, with a
Wentworth three/four-
bedroom detached
house on one site while
the other will be
occupied by a Carradale,
offering similar
accommodation.

Completion
A deposit of £50,000

is expected for each
house and a final
payment of £235,000

per property on
completion. The Carra-
dale incorporates a
lounge, dining room,
kitchen, family room
and four bedrooms.

There is a total floor
area of 195.5 square
metres and a frontage of
13.20 metres.

Accommodation with-
in the Wentworth
consists of a lounge,
dining room, kitchen,
and four bedrooms.

The floor area comes
to over 128 square
metres and the frontage
nine metres.

Delightful
These are superbly

designed houses offer-
ing luxurious accommo-
dation in a delightful
setting.

Further details can be
obtained from the selling
agents, E. Thornton and
Co., Solicitors, Notaries
and Estate Agents,
Oban.

1 GEORGE STREET, OBAN, ARGYLL PA34 5RU

www.alexanderdawson.co.uk

Tel: 01631 563901   Fax: 01631 566778

KNIPOCH PLACE, OBAN
For Sale:  Pleasantly
situated on a larger than
average corner site, in a
popular established
residential area within
easy walking distance of
the town and amenities,
this Ground Floor
Main Door Flat, offers
generously proportioned and well presented  family
sized accommodation.  Double glazing, electric
heating.  Comprising Vestibule, Hall, Lounge,
Kitchen, Bathroom, 3 Bedrooms. Privately owned
garden.  Offers over £110,000.

1 GEORGE STREET, OBAN, ARGYLL PA34 5RU

www.alexanderdawson.co.uk

Tel: 01631 563901   Fax: 01631 566778

KATHLEEN’S HAIR SALON
MAIN STREET, TAYNUILT

For Sale or Lease:  An
attractive fully equipped
‘walk- in-and- t rade’
Hairdressing Salon
comprising a small well
situated lock-up shop unit
extending to approxi-
mately 380 sq. ft (gross)
with toilet and kitchen
facilities. Purchase at
offers over £30,000 or rent on negotiable terms.
Immediate entry available.

OBAN  –  FOR LEASE

CENTRAL COMMERCIAL PREMISES

Available on lease for a negotiable period, a substantial
Commercial Property unit providing a floor area of
approximately 3500 square feet located close to the
town centre. Suitable for light industrial workshop/
manufacturing use or as storage/distribution facility.
Vehicular access doors and parking. Full details available.

2 CAMERON BRAE, KENTALLEN, APPIN,
ARGYLL

Glasgow 93 miles, Oban 28 miles, Fort William 17 miles
Stunning, five bedroom
architect designed
executive villa with
enhanced specification
and superior finishes
enjoying expansive
views across Loch
Linnhe to the hills of
Ardgour. The beautifully presented accommodation
comprises: Ground floor: Porch, hallway, cloakroom
with WC, living room, conservatory/dining room,
kitchen/diner, utility room and two bedrooms. First
floor: Three bedrooms including master with en-suite
shower room and a family bathroom. Under floor
heating on ground floor, oil fired radiators on the first
floor. Driveway, open plan garden to the front and
enclosed rear garden. Integral garage.

  Offers over £295,000

SUNART VIEW GUEST HOUSE,
TOBERMORY, ISLE OF MULL

Established guest house
occupying a good rural
setting on the fringe of
Tobermory yet conveni-
ent for the busy Main
Street and harbour and
enjoying views over the
surrounding countryside
across the Sound of Mull

towards Loch Sunart.  Versatile accommodation
comprising: lounge, dining room, four letting bedrooms
(all with en-suite private facilities), 5th bedroom/office,
large dining kitchen with utility area. Owner’s accom-
modation: large sitting room/bedroom with en-suite
facilities.  Set in pleasant gardens with ample parking.
Large outbuilding.  Outline planning consent is held
for a dwelling house in the grounds and is included in
the sale.                                       Offers over £215,000

WOODLANDS, BARCALDINE, ARGYLL
Woodlands is an
attractive, detached
bungalow, set on an
elevated site, within
mature garden ground
and surrounding wood-
land and enjoying partial
views towards Loch
Creran and the hills
beyond. The well appointed accommodation comprises:
Entrance vestibule, hallway, living room, dining room,
kitchen, utility room, bathroom, three bedrooms (master
with en-suite shower room).   The property has a good
sized area of garden ground with mature trees, shrubs
and rhododendrons. Driveway with parking. Single car
garage with workshop. Open car port. Triple glazing
and electric heating.                   Offers over £205,000

2 LORN VIEW, ISLE OF LISMORE, ARGYLL
Good opportunity to
acquire a three bedroom
semi-detached property
on the picturesque Island
of Lismore, command-
ing superb panoramic
views over Loch Linnhe
ranging from Port Appin
to Oban. The property is

within easy walking distance of the vehicular ferry

51A COMBIE STREET, OBAN
Good-sized ground floor
flat located close to the
Parish Church and just a
short level walk to the
town centre amenities.
The well appointed
accommodation com-
prises: Entrance hall,
living room/kitchenette,

double bedroom and bathroom.  The flat shares the
entrance close with one other flat and benefits from the
use of a shared drying green to the rear.

Offers over £60,000

MAISONETTE, 5G ULVA ROAD, SOROBA,
OBAN, ARGYLL

Immaculately presented,
with modern décor and
finishes, this top floor
two-storey property
offers excellent accom-
modation comprising:
lounge, modern fitted
kitchen, two double bed-
rooms and an attractive
tiled bathroom. Good storage.  Balcony with good views
over the town to Oban bay, to the Island of Lismore
and the hills of Morvern beyond.  Newly fitted double
glazed windows. Electric heating. External store and
tidy communal rear drying area. Offers over £77,500

terminal linking it with the major West Coast town of
Oban. The well appointed accommodation comprises:
vestibule, hallway, through living room, kitchen,
downstairs wc, upper landing with three bedrooms and
bathroom. Night storage heating, solid fuel central
heating and double glazed. Gardens to front and rear.

  Offers over £120,000

CLOSING DATES
1B BURNSIDE PLACE, MILLPARK, OBAN

One bedroom apartment in block of four.
Offers over £82,500

Closing Date: Friday 3rd March 2006

AIRDS PLACE, OBAN
One bedroom flat in town centre.

Offers over £72,500
Closing Date: Friday 3rd March 2006

CRACKAIG COTTAGE, ISLE OF JURA
Two bedroom cottage in island setting.

Offers over £80,000
Closing Date: Wednesday 8th March 2006

CROFT 175, NEWTON OF ARDTOE,
ACHARACLE

Two bedroom former croft cottage in need of refurbishment.
Offers over £70,000

Closing Date: Monday 13th March 2006
E-mail: enquiries@dmkestates.co.uk

www.dmkestates.co.uk

2 Gibraltar Street, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4AY

Telephone: +44 (0) 1631 566 122

Fax: +44 (0) 1631 564 764
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MOTORING

RENAULT

W.D Semple

Inveraray & Lochgilphead

Tel. 01499 302150

SUBARU

S & S Services

Old Bridge Road,

Heathfield, Ayr

Tel. 01292 880080/880440

TOYOTA

Helensburgh Toyota

5 John Street, Helensburgh

Tel. 01436 672779

www.toyota.co.uk/helensburgh

VOLKSWAGEN

Hawco

Caol, Fort William

Tel. 01397 700900

www.hawco.volkswagen.co.uk

BMW

Calterdon Ltd

Harbour Road,

Inverness

Tel. 01463 236566

FIAT

Hazelbank Motors

Lynn Road, Oban

Tel.

01631 566476

HONDA

Helensburgh Honda

135 East Clyde Street, Helensburgh

Tel. 01436 675777www.helensburghhonda.co.uk

ISUZU

S & S Services

Old Bridge Road, Heathfield, Ayr

Tel.

01292 880080/880440

MINI

Calterdon Ltd

Harbour Road,

Inverness

Tel. 01463 236567

TO PROMOTE YOUR NEW

CAR DEALERSHIP

PLEASE CALL:

01631 568000

To book this

space contact

Trevor Cole

at

TTTTThe Oban he Oban he Oban he Oban he Oban TimesTimesTimesTimesTimes

ononononon

01631 56800001631 56800001631 56800001631 56800001631 568000

To book this

space contact

Trevor Cole

at

TTTTThe Oban he Oban he Oban he Oban he Oban TimesTimesTimesTimesTimes

ononononon

01631 56800001631 56800001631 56800001631 56800001631 568000

USED CARS
54 RENAULT MEGANE SPORT SALOON PRIVELAGE 1.9DCI BLUE 7,500 P.O.A.

53 RENAULT MEGANE SCENIC PRIVELAGE 1.9DCI GREEN 26,000 P.O.A.

03 CITROEN XSARA PICASSO HD120 SILVER ...................................................... £7250

52 DAEWOO MATIZSE SILVER 17,000 ............................................................... £3000

52 RENAULT MEGANE 1.4 DYN SPORT H/B 24000 ............................................ £7750

03 FORD FOCUS 1.6LX 5DR BLUE, 18000 ...........................................................P.O.A.

02 RENAULT LAGUNA 1.8 DYN SILVER 31000 ................................................... £6500

01 RENAULT LAGUNA DYNAMIQUE 1.6 SILVER 45,000 ...................................... P.O.A.

V AUDI A3 1.6 AUTO – WHITE ............................................................................ £5250

S HYUNDAI COUPE 2.0 RED .............................................................................. £4950

N AUDI A4 1.8 SE ................................................................................................ £2550

ESTATE CARS
02 PEUGEOT 306 MERIDIAN 1.9D BLUE 12000 ................................................ £6850

M AUDI 80 RED .................................................................................................. £2250

VANS & PICK-UPS
RENAULT MASTER DIESEL

RENAULT KANGOO DIESEL

51 NISSAN VANETTE

SELECTION OF LOW PRICE CARS UNDER £2000 TO CLEAR
CAR AND VAN HIRE FROM BOTH BRANCHES

These are just a small selection of cars
currently in our showrooms

ACCREDITED

MOTABILITY DEALER

LEGACY and OUTBACK

05 55 LEGACY 2.0 RE, four-door, silver, demonstrator .......... £17,995

05 05 LEGACY 2.0i, four-door, garnet red, ex demo .............. £15,495

04 04 LEGACY 2.0i SPORTS TOURER FSH, 1 owner, a/con, alloys .... £10,495

03 03  OUTBACK H6, red/silver, leather, climate ................... £16,495

03 53 OUTBACK 2.5i  SE Auto, silver, black leather, f.s.h. ...... £17,495

02 02 LEGACY 2.0GL ESTATE red ........................................... £6,495

01 X LEGACY 2.0 GL Estate, green, air conditioning ................ £3,995

99 T OUTBACK 2.5 Auto, blue/silver, twin sunroof .................. £6,495

98 S LEGACY GLS ESTATE PAS, air con, silver ......................... £3,495

97 P LEGACY 2.2 GX, aqua mica, airbags, two owners, s.h. ..... £3,595

95 N LEGACY 2.0 DLSE, red, electric pack ............................... £2,495

IMPREZAS

A selection of Impreza STi available

05 55 IMPREZA GX, four-door, WR blue, air/con, alloys, ABS £12,995

04 54 IMPREZA WRX, four-door, W R blue, one owner .......... £17,495

05 54 IMPREZA WRX, 5-door, silver, 12,500 miles, 1 owner .. £15,495

04 04 IMPREZA WRX, four-door, red, Pro-drive, rear spoiler £15,495

03 03 IMPREZA GX Sport, four-door, silver, f.s.h. .................... £9,495

03 53 IMPREZA GX, four-door, reddish blue, p.a.s., ABS, a/c .. £9,995

03 53 IMPREZA WRX SL 5 door, WR Blue, 1owner, FSH ........ £14,995

03 03 IMPREZA 2.0GX 5 door, black, PAS, alloys, air con ........ £8,250

02 52 IMPREZA WRX SALOON WR blue, 38,500 miles .......... £12,495

01 51 IMPREZA WRXM four-door, silver .................................. £9,995

00 W IMPREZA 2.0 GL, four-door, silver, p.a.s., electric pack ... £3,495

00 W IMPREZA P1, sonic blue, 27,000 miles ......................... £16,995

98 S IMPREZA TURBO TERZO LTD EDITION air con, gold alloys .... £7,995

98 R IMPREZA TURBO five-door, 1 owner .............................. £4,995

94 M IMPREZA Turbo, white, p.a.s. ......................................... £3,995

OLD BRIDGE ROAD,  HEATHFIELD,  AYR,  KA8 9SX

Tel: 01292 880080/880440

Visit our new website: www.sandsservices.co.uk

SUSUSUSUSUBARU PROBARU PROBARU PROBARU PROBARU PROVEN QUVEN QUVEN QUVEN QUVEN QUALITY USED CARSALITY USED CARSALITY USED CARSALITY USED CARSALITY USED CARS

OTHER MARQUES

04 04 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.4LS 5 door, blue ............................ £POA

04 54 HONDA Civic, Type R, black, 14,500 miles, air/con ...... £14,495

04 04 HONDA CRV, red, 7000 miles ...................................... £12,995

03 52 HONDA Civic Type S, five-door, silver ............................ £8,995

04 04 FORD Sport Ka 1.6, blue, one owner, alloys, p.a.s. ........ £5,995

03 03 FORD Mondeo TDCi Ghia, five-door, silver, alloys, a/c .. £8,495

02 52 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 SXi, 5-dr, silver, 18,000 miles, a/c . £5,995

03 53 NISSAN Primera 1.8, five-door ..................................... £6,495

03 03 MINI Cooper, green, chilli pack, s/suspension, 6-disc CD £10,995

01 51 FORD MONDEO 2.0 LX 5 door, silver, PAS ...................... £POA

01 Y VOLKSWAGEN POLO 1.0E,  three-door, silver ................. £3,995

00 W BMW 3181 SE Saloon, silver, immaculate, f.s.h. ............. £7,995

00 W FORD FOCUS 1.8 ZETEC c/control, blue ......................... £3,995

99 V RENAULT LAGUNA SPORT 5 door, air con ...................... £1,195

98 S VAUXHALL VECTRA 1.8GLS ESTATE, silver ..................... £1,195

98 S PEUGEOT 306LHD ESTATE, red, to clear ......................... £1,495

1997 R BMW 318i COMPACT 4 door, silver .............................. £3,995

96 P ALFA Romeo 155 2.0 Twinspark, four-door, immaculate ... £1,695

05 05 FORESTER 2 ltr XT, blue, demo ......................... £19,995

03 53 FORESTER 2.0XT blue, climate, s/r, cruise, ex demo £11,995

01 51 FORESTER S TURBO champagne, high spec ..... £10,495

01 Y FORESTER a/w pack, red ...................................... £5,995

97 R FORESTER GLS, red ............................................... £4,495

99 S FORESTER GLS, green, p.a.s., electric windows ..... £5,595

John Spicer will be in the Oban

area on Saturday 4 and

Sunday 5 March and can be

contacted on 07831 808702

COME AND TRY THE NEWCOME AND TRY THE NEWCOME AND TRY THE NEWCOME AND TRY THE NEWCOME AND TRY THE NEW

SUBARU RANGESUBARU RANGESUBARU RANGESUBARU RANGESUBARU RANGE

Unbeatable Deals on

all New Subarus

FORESTERS

4 X 4

04 04 ISUZU TROOPER 3.0 TD DUTY blue ............................ £12,995

04 54 NISSAN NAVARA RALLY-RAID snug top, black . £11,995 +VAT

04 53 ISUZU Trooper Commercial, red, electric pack ... £10,695+VAT

99  ISUZU Trooper V6 SWB, silver, high spec ......................... £5,995

97 P ISUZI Trooper Duty, SWB, 55,000 miles, towbar .............. £6,595

93 K ISUZU Trooper 3.1 TD SWB, one year MOT, to clear ........ £3,995

02 02 VAUXHALL Brava 2.5 4x4 Pick-Up ...................... £5,495+VAT

01 51 TATA LOADBETTA DOUBLE CAB PICK UP 4X4 DIESEL . £due in

92 J MITSUBISHI Shogun 2.5 TD Auto, three-door ................. £3,995

98 S LAND ROVER Freelander XEi 1.8, five-door .................... £6,995

NEW ISUZU

RODEO DENVER MAX

SPECIAL EDITION

with Satellite Navigation

and Track Star

£15,990 (+VAT)

Picture for illustration

purposes only

ASTRA TWINTOP PRICES

RAISE THE ROOF
Priced from just £16,995

Diesel version available for

the first time

Available to order now, deliv-

eries start late spring

 Convertibles with folding

metal roofs are more expen-

sive than those with fabric

roofs, right? Not if it ’s the new

Astra TwinTop. Vauxhall has

announced pr i ces  for  th is

stunning new model, and it

undercuts all its class rivals to

start at just £16,995. With

three models  and four

engines  to  choose f rom,

Astra TwinTop of fers  an

exceptional blend of style,

driving dynamics and value.

Even at £16,995 the entry

level Astra TwinTop 1.6 16v

has an equipment tally to

make its competitors look less

than cool. A power roof, four

airbags, alarm, CD player,

all-round electric windows,

electrically adjustable and

heated door mirrors and air

condi t ioning al l  come as

standard. This model also

features the innovative 16-

inch structure wheel, so you

don’t need to worry about

bumping into the kerb as you

admire your reflection in the

shop window. Next up is the

Sport  model ,  pr i ced f rom

£17,795, with 16-inch alloy

wheels, front fog lights, trip

computer,  s teer ing wheel

mounted audio controls and

remote control roof opera-

tion. As well as the highly ef-

ficient 1.6 16v Twinport, Sport

models can be specified with

the al l -new 1.8  16v VVT

140PS engine and the

1.9CDTi 150PS diesel. Top-

ping off the range is the De-

sign, available from £18,995.

Offering the choice of 1.8 16v

VVT,  1 .9CDTi  150PS

turbodiesel and scorching 2.0

Turbo 200PS engines, this

model is sure to cut a dash

with 17-inch 10-spoke alloys,

sport  swi t ch  and a sports

steering wheel. Rain- sensi-

tive windscreen wipers, anti-

dazzle rear view mirror, au-

tomatic lighting control and a

windbreak are also all stand-

ard.

Design models feature auto-

matic pop-up roll-over pro-

tection bars in place of the

static bars on Twin Top and

Sport models,  making the

lines even sleeker without

compromising safety.

Customers can specify a range

of options including unique

‘saddle’ leather trim for £750

and Vauxhall’s class leading

Adaptive Forward Lighting

system which is also £750.

Dealers are now taking or-

ders for Astra TwinTop, with

first deliveries expected in

late spring – just in time to

top up that tan and dust away

those winter blues!

2002, 51 plate, long MOT, very

clean, Ford fitted bulkhead,

woodlined, very well

maintained, very economical,

great driver, genuine reason

for sale. Re-advertised due

to time wasters

Telephone

01397 713880

0777 628842

FORD ESCORT 1.8 DIESEL

£1975 o.n.o. 3

N Reg, Red , Taxed

and Tested, Radio

Cassette, Reliable

workhorse, ready for

work.

Telephone

01586 810252

07990 947026

FORD TRANSIT SWB DIESEL

£1250 o.n.o. 2

F reg, 6 seats, MOT August, 6 months tax,

excellent condition, full service history,

would make a good camper van conversion

£900 o.n.o.

Telephone

01631 571252

FORD TRANSIT

MINI-BUS

99 road registered,

green laned only,

hand/sump guard,

good plastics, new

graphics,maintained

to high standard

Telephone

01499

302035

HONDA XR400

£1950 o.n.o. 2

2004 model, new rear tyre,

grips, chain and sprockets.

Well maintained .

Road registered

£1900 o.v.n.o.

Telephone

01397 70194801397 70194801397 70194801397 70194801397 701948

or 07717 753601 07717 753601 07717 753601 07717 753601 07717 753601

SHERCO  290

TRIALS BIKE

2

RICE CONTINENTAL

DOUBLE HORSEBOX

Takes 2 15.2hh horses.

Well maintained, double floor,

new hitch, good tyres

£1500

Telephone

07785 185 214 2

8ft x 5ft, twin axle,

drop sides, hitch

lock and, spare

wheel, as new

Telephone

07785

537833

IFOR WILLIAMS TRAILER

£1000

1996. Under 10k

Red. Taxed and MOT

Telephone

07802

549879

YAMAHA TRX 850

£1800 o.n.o.

V reg 99, 86,000

miles, 12 months

Mot and Tax. New

roof rack. Good

condition

Telephone

01631 567180

07900 954312

FORD ESCORT 75 TD

£1750

Drive Times

2 litre JTD white, March 04, 35,000 mostly local miles, excellent

condition, 12 months Tax. Fitted with wooden floor and racking etc.

Radio C.D player, electric windows and door mirrors, central locking,

rear view camera with dash mounted screen. Sale due to down sizing

£7250 + vat o.n.o

Telephone

01680 812 562 or 07780 922522

FIAT DUCATO 11

SWB VAN



To  a d v e r t i s e  y o u r  c a r  i n  D r i v e  T i m e s  t e l e p h o n e  0 1 6 3 1  5 6 8 0 0 0

Drive Times

Thursday 2 March 2006

Cars and Commercial Vehicles

18 DRIVE TIMES The Oban Times        www.obantimes.co.uk

WANTED 4 X4

VEHICLES

Landrover 90.110 Discovery, Rangerover and all

Japanese models etc, high mileage, damaged,

anything considered

Contact James on

07866 590583

or 07966 293996

X Reg 2001, Mot November 2006,

84,000miles. All the usual extras,

excellent condition.

£2850 o.n.o.

Telephone

01866 822580

VECTRA 2.2

SRI 150

2

L Reg, 2 litre petrol, Tax'd, Mot,d,

full service history. 7 seats. Towbar.

£1500

Telephone

01631 566126

RENAULT

ESPACE 93

2

 2002, red, 3dr,10

month MOT, 27,000

miles, 1 lady owner,

very economical &

reliable, full service

history

Telephone

07796

946377

(OBAN)

KA 1.3

£2900 o.n.o. 2

1.6 Petrol Zetec, 1st Reg. March 2000,

51,000 Miles Genuine, Full Service History,

P.A.SS., Elec. Windows, Central Locking,

Excellent Condition

£2200 o.n.o.

Telephone

01397 722461 or  07742 713289

FORD ESCORT

FLIGHT

2

reg 51 (02) juice green, 54,500mls,

ffsh, Ford 16" alloys, non smoker,

one years MOT, vgc

£4500 o.n.o.

Telephone

07771 956446 or 07780 980265

FORD MONDEO

1.8 LX

2

anniversary model,

1998 (R) reg, stunning

silver, FSH, leather &

suede interior, taxed

and MOT'd, 10 disc

CD player, full

electrics. part

exchange considered

Telephone

07990 502255

SAAB 9000 CSE

£2500 o.n.o. 2

1999 (S) reg, Red, gas

conversion, excellent economy,

LPG approx 40 pence litre,

electric windows, sunroof,

taxed & MOT'd, good

condition, 16" alloys, smart,

practical. Part exchange

considered

Telephone

07990 502255

VAUXHALL VECTRA 1.8 LS ESTATE

£1650 o.n.o. 2

V reg 130 bhp seven seater mpv, one

years MOT six months Tax, alloys, Air-con,

PAS, just had full service, any inspection

welcome

£4995

Telephone

01586 552283 or 07789 034353

FORD GALAXY

ZETEC TDI

2

EFI Classic 3.9, 1992, Mot May 2006, 6

months Road Tax. Very good condtion.

£1800 o.n.o.

Telephone

01369 830314

RANGE ROVER

VOGUE

2

3 litre turbo diesel, manual,

metallic paint, taxed and

tested, top of the range

model, 8 seater, service

history, air con, CD

multichanger, velour

upholstery, very clean vehicle.

Telephone

01586 553009

07990 974026

TOYOTA LANDCRUISER COLORADO

£10,750 o.n.o. 2

P reg (1997) new shape, 2.5

diesel, power steering, long

wheel base, tow bar, full

electrics, full year MOT, any

inspection welcome, good

condition for year

Telephone

07770

910125

NISSAN CABSTAR

£1250 o.n.o. no VAT 2

inter-cooler, 1995,

M reg, new clutch,

many new parts, 6

months tax, 8

months MOT,

EXCELLENT

CONDITION

Telephone

01967 402237

07979 860762

MITSUBISHI SHOGUN 2.5TD

£3800 o.n.o. 2

with Ifor Williams

canopy, 62,000

miles, Taxed and

Mot'd, W reg

Telephone

01546

602900

(after 6 p.m.)

TOYOTA HYLUX DOUBLE CAB

£6500 o.n.o. 2

4 life model, blue

over silver, 51 plate,

new MOT, privacy

glass, air con,

cruise control

Telephone

01397

705165

MITSUBISHI L200 DOUBLE CAB PICKUP

£7250
2

S Reg, 1999, 3 door

Sport,  Transglobe,

64,000 miles,  FSH,

Taxed and Mot'd,

V.G.C,  Remote

alarm/central

locking, Electric

windows & Mirrors.

Telephone

01586

830383

VAUXHALL FRONTERA

Offers 2

1990. 124k MILES.

TAXED AND MOT'D

TO MAY 2006.

GOOD RUNNER.

EXCELLENT FIRST

CAR.

Telephone

07767

380235

VOLKSWAGON GOLF 1.3

first reasonable offer secures 2

Met black, 3dr, Oct 04 54 reg, 7,500mls, electric pack,

electronic brake distribution ABS, S/roof, R. C/L, alloys,

one lady owner, immac cond

£5800 o.v.n.o.

Telephone

01631 565516

07778 373759

RENAULT CLIO 1.2

16V DYNAMIQUE

2

Silver, M reg, long

tax and MOT,

90,000, reliable,

new car forces sale

Telephone

01546

886639

RENAULT LAGUNA

£500

2 Litre, 6 Seater,

1998, 80,000 miles,

Taxed & Mot'd

until August,

good condition,

good runner.

Telephone

01583

431666

TOYOTA PICNIC DIESEL

£1500 o.n.o.

'54. Dec 2004. Black with

Black Leather. Lexus SatNav,

A/C, 6 speed, Climate Control,

Heated Seats, Multi CD, FLSH,

etc. 21 months warranty

remaining. List price £22k+

Telephone

01770

830263

during office hours or email

lexus@arrangraphics.com

LEXUS IS200SE

£17000 o.v.n.o.

2

immaculate

condition, full

electric pack, service

history, MOT

September 06

Telephone

07919

955540

(after 6 p.m.)

TOYOTA CAMRY GL ESTATE

£950 o.n.o.

Blue, M reg, MOT'd

till Sept, good

condition, 2 door

Telephone

01631

562250

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2

£750 o.n.o.

Blue, 20 valve turbo

tiptronic, MOT'd and

taxed, 4 door saloon

Telephone

01631

562250

VOLKSWAGEN PASSAT SPORT

£2500 o.n.o.

1999 reg, MOT and

tax, new parts been

fitted for MOT, clean

inside and out, twin

sunroofs and electric

windows, alloy

wheels and towbar

Telephone

01631 564809

07796 752974

RENAULT MEGANE SCENIC 1.9TDI

£2250 o.n.o.

(1998), 67,000

miles, MOT until

May, tax until

November

Telephone

01631

770209

RENAULT CLIO PROVENCE 1.2

£850

petrol. 1999 T reg,

MOT 6 months,

taxed, 75,000 miles,

fsh, wine red,

excellent condition

inside and out,

can deliver

Telephone

07818

264999

PEUGEOT 406 1.8

£950 no offers 2

K reg, 5dr, years

MOT, average miles,

first to drive will buy

Telephone

07981

627334

SUZUKI VITARA 1.6 JLX ESTATE

£698 o.n.o.

MoT for full year, taxed for 6

months. 86,000 miles. Good

condition throughout. Recent

full service including brake

discs and pads. Cheap,

reliable and economical.

Ideal learner or runabout.

Telephone

01583 431774

07890 046847

RENAULT 5  1.4GTS

£495 o.n.o.

2001 'Y' Reg, 1.9 Diesel

Engine 38,000 miles, New

MOT, 2 owners, Service history,

Air Con, CD, Remote Locking,

Good condition, Runs well.

Telephone

01586

553858

(Office Hours)

PEUGEOT 306 MERIDIAN D

£3250 o.n.o.

M Reg 1994, Green,

MOT'd February

2007. 81,000 miles

Telephone

01586 554240

07776 148000

HONDA CIVIC COUPE LSI

£1500 o.n.o.

Y reg, 38,000 miles

MOT September 06

Taxed September 06

Service history, CD

player, A/C

Telephone

01546

602254

RENAULT LAGUNA EXPRESSION 1.6 16V

£3995

'V' Reg, White, low

mileage, good

runner

Telephone

07979

437324

(Campbeltown)

ROVER 25 1.4

£1500 o.n.o.

British racing green, 1.8cc, 54k miles,

12 mths MOT, 5 mths tax, ex cond,

may consider px for 4wd (cash either way)

£5800 o.n.o.

Telephone

01496 302483

(anytime)

MAZDA MX5

SPORTS CAR

SILVER, V reg, 42000 miles,

mot and taxed,

in excellent condition.

£1900

Telephone

01301 703530

ROVER VITESSE 800

ON MERCEDES 310 DIESEL CHASSIS

1994 Only 42,000 miles, VGC, tax and MOT till April 2006

Family owned from new. Shower, flushing cassette toilet, 4

berth. Comes with many extras.

£11950

Telephone

01852 300221

COMPASS

COMMODORE

2

28' x 10', fridge,

cooker, fire,

good condition

Telephone

01631 730522

01852 300159

STATIC CARAVAN ABI RIO VISTA

£3500 o.n.o.

99(S), 7 months MOT 6 months Tax, only

67,000 miles, Excellent condition, Just serviced

Brand new 17" alloys, Call for full spec

£1600 o.n.o.

Telephone

01770 700771

07887 551222

SEAT IBIZA

CUPRA SPORT

1997 Mot Dec, Tax'd

Sept 2006. New

exhaust, including

Catalytic Converter.

Good runner

Telephone

01631

562980

RENAULT LAGUNA 1.8 RT SPORT

£995 o.n.o.

2000, x reg, 1800cc, petrol,

tow bar, lights, MOT Oct, '06,

sunroof, electric windows, CD

player, many new parts, needs

new water pump. can be

viewed in Fort William.

Telephone

07774

156356

RENAULT LAGUNA ALIZA

£950

July 01 "Y" reg. SB plates. Green, taxed to

Dec, MOT to Oct, air-conditioning, 38,500

miles, dual airbags and new battery.

£3000

Telephone

01631 710630

NISSAN ALMERA

1.5 S HATCH

7 SEATER, 1997, 2.5 Tdi SE 140bhp (6Gears), cruise control,

multi cd, air con etc, new brake pads, tyres and belts, 3 months

tax and mot, 140,000 miles, good condition, new car forces sale.

£2000

Ring Ian -

01866 833003 or 07845 921562

AUDI A6 AVANT

XI station wagon,

98, FSH, 7 months

MOT, leather,

electric windows /

mirrors, CD multi-

changer, alloys,

average mileage

Telephone

01546

600404

LANDROVER FREELANDER

£4400 o.n.o.

53 reg, silver, 5 door, sunroof, side steps, CD player, ABS,

new brakes. F.S.H. 6 months road tax. Warranty till Sept 06.

 27,000 miles. Guide price £11,300 will sell for

£10,900 o.n.o

Telephone

01838 400360

after 5pm (Bridge of Orchy)

TOYOTA RAV

4 GX VVT-I

N reg, gear box refurbished, complete

new clutch and shaft. Many new panels

and doors renewed. Excellent condition

£4300 + vat

Telephone

0131 660 1061

LANDROVER 90

DEFENDER 300 TDI

2
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RECRUITMENT

Oban and FortWilliam Depots

require

Driver/Storeperson

Permanent full time positions

Full clean driving licence required

Good rates of pay

Apply to Mr C Mcdonald

01631 563711

Benderloch

requires the following:

TRAINED NURSES

part-time/full-time/

bank staff

£11.07 per hour
£12.07 per hour weekends

– also –

CARE ASSISTANTS

part-time/full-time/

bank staff

£6.18 per hour
Assistance with travel
from Oban is available

Please contact
Cathy Lee, Manager  –  01631 720278

The following vacancy has arisen at our

Regional Office at Dunbeg, by Oban.

SALES ADMINISTRATOR

Ideal candidate will be computer literate, but

training will be provided on office computer system.

Duties will involve providing clerical and administration

support to all staff including typing, filing, reception

and answering telephone.  Must be able to work as

part of a team or on own initiative in a very busy office.

A driving licence is essential for this position.

Please send or email CV and covering letter to:

Rosemary Morrison

rosemary.morrison@ennstonethistle.co.uk

Customer Services & Transport Manager

Ennstone Thistle Ltd, Dunbeg, By Oban PA37 1PX

CÒ RIS A BHA DÙIL AGAIBH?

Manaidseir Fiosrachaidh is Thasglann
Gàidhlig, BBC Alba Ref. 80804

Inbhirnis, cùmhnant 12 mìos

Bidh obair chudthromach an urra ris an neach a gheibh an dreuchd seo
ann a bhith a’cuideachadh le dealbh, dearbhadh agus cuir an gnìomh
siostaman ùra didsiotach airson prògraman a chruthachadh agus
tasglann phrògraman a stèidheachadh agus a chumail suas. Cuidichidh
seo sinn gus dèanamh cinnteach gum bi e furasta do luchd-obrach air
feadh a’ BhBC fiosrachadh mu  phrògraman fhaighinn ann an catalogan
air loidhne a tha ceart agus air an deagh chumail suas.

Feumaidh tu bhith fileanta ann an Gàidhlig agus math air sgrìobhadh ’s
a’ chànan, agus bhiodh e math nam biodh teisteanas aithnichte agad
ann an leabharlannachd no  riaghladh fiosrachaidh. Nam biodh eòlas
agad air a bhith ag obair ann an àrainneachd ioma-mheadhanach
bhiodh sin feumail, maille ri eòlas air teicneòlas conaltraidh is
craolaidh. Feumaidh tu cuideachd a bhith math air conaltradh agus air
d’ùine a chleachdadh gu ciallach, cothromach.

Feumaidh tagraidhean a bhith againn ro 19 Màrt.

Faodaidh sibh cuir airson na dreuchd seo agus beagan ionnsachadh
mu mar a tha sinn ag obair aig a’ BhBC le tadhal aig bbc.co.uk/jobs
Mur eil dòigh agaibh air sin a dhèanamah cuiribh fòn gu 
0870 333 1330.

LORGAR SGIOBAIDHEAN 
DÌCHEALLACH A’ BhBC ANN AN 
CÒRR AIR 60 COIMHEARSNACHD 
THAR NA DÙTHCHA

Management
Opportunities

Campbeltown
Provident Personal Credit is the market leader in Home
Collected Credit in the UK. We have 10,500 Self Employed
Agents who serve our customer base of over 1.3 million in
their own homes on a weekly basis.
As a Manager of a team of agents (between 8 and 15),
you'll manage their performance along with our business 
in order to achieve maximum potential and ensure that
targets are achieved. You'll be meeting customers in their
own homes and responding to their individual needs. You'll
also be available to help your agents with any problems
they may have, so, naturally you'll need to be energetic,
have excellent people skills and the ability to deal with a
variety of different circumstances.
The Requirements

• Good Communication Skills
• Good Analytical Skills
• Good Motivational Skills
• Use of a car (excellent mileage expenses paid)
• Managerial or Financial experience would help but not

essential as full training will be given
Benefits

• Salary circa £16,000 p.a. + Performance Related Bonus
• Company Pension Scheme
• Comprehensive Induction + Training & Development
• Sponsorship for Further Education
• Good Career Prospects

Call 01586 554788 for an informal chat (9am-5pm,
Mon-Fri), quoting reference 6327. Closing date for
completed applications is Friday 10 March 2006.
Interviews will be held locally.
Applications are welcomed regardless of religious belief,
political opinion, gender or disability. 

Strictly No Agencies.
Part of Provident Financial – Home Credit Provider of the 
Year 2005 - ‘credit today awards’

Social Work

General Assistant
Post 1: Dail Mhor House, Strontian, £120.08 per
wk, 21 hrs per wk (to include alternate weekend
working for which the appropriate enhancement
is paid), Ref: L/27/06

Post 2: Dail Mhor House Strontian, £100.06 per wk,
17.5 hrs per wk, 4 days on/4 days off, Ref: L/26/06

You should have a genuine interest in working with
older people or adults with a learning disability. Your
tasks will include domestic duties, serving meals and
the full range of care, ensuring that service users are
assisted to remain independent and are treated with
dignity and respect at all times. With a good basic
education and an understanding of health and safety
law and food hygiene you should be willing to undergo
training as required.

Informal enquiries to Catherine MacKellar, tel
0779 661 0078, email
Catherine.macdonald2@highland.gov.uk 

Application packs are available, quoting relevant
reference from our website or by telephoning,
(01397) 703397.

Closing date: 17 March 2006

www.highland.gov.uk/jobs

Pan Fish Scotland Ltd, part of the Pan Fish Group, is currently
seeking highly motivated individuals, who are looking for a
challenging career and wish to join a winning team.

HEALTH AND SAFETY OFFICER (Ref: HSOSO1)

The HR Department is looking for a Health and Safety Officer to cover
its Scottish Operations; from the Cowal Peninsula in the south to Cape
Wrath in the north.
Ideal candidates would possess at least three years experience in health
and safety, hold a NEBOSH (or equivalent) qualification and be
completely conversant in risk assessment and risk reduction methods.
A key part of the role is that of an educator; therefore good communication
skills are vital. Candidates must have the ability to present information
to all areas of the business and at the appropriate levels.

FRESHWATER SITE MANAGER (Ref: SMLN1)

The Production Department is looking for a Site Manager, for its Loch
Ness freshwater cage site based at Dores, at the north end of Loch
Ness. The successful candidate will also function as an integral member
of the management team within the freshwater production department.
Ideally, candidates will be experienced in automated feeding and
computerised feed management systems, have extensive experience
within the fish farming industry and can demonstrate knowledge of best
practice. Previous freshwater experience is desirable although not
essential.
Candidates must also be able to demonstrate leadership and
organisational skills and have the ability to react positively to a challenging
environment and production strategy.

SENIOR MARINE OPERATIVE (Ref: KASMO1)

The North Marine Production Regions is looking for an enthusiastic,
experienced fish farmer to take responsibility for all marine farming
activities at one of its sites in the Loch Melfort area. Ideally, candidates
will be experienced in automated feeding systems and associated
feedback equipment, although not essential as extensive training will
be offered. Consideration will be given for applicants who can
demonstrate the management qualities desirable to the post. Relevant
certificates for day-to-day operations including boat handling and the
use of forklift trucks, as well as a full UK driving licence, are also required.
Normal hours of work, overtime and weekend rotas apply.

If you are interested in playing a significant part in our future, apply in writing,
enclosing an up-to-date CV and quoting the appropriate reference to:

Mr R. Ferguson, Health and Safety Manager,
Pan Fish Scotland Ltd, Ardkinglas, Cairndow, Argyll, PA26 8BH

Closing date for applicants – 15 March 2006

Secretary
Full time or part time

A versatile secretary/PA required for a busy office

in Tarbert. The applicant must have good

communication skills, be computer literate and

have initiative, drive and enthusiasm. Duties include

accounts, (experience with sage accounting),

typing, filing and developing new projects.

Please apply in writing with C.V to

J Robin Dixon

School Road

Tarbert PA29 6UL

Or by email to jrobindixon@hotmail.com
1

ARGYLL HOMECARE
Argyll Homecare provide a professional, flexible,

friendly and reliable service for those requiring
care at home.  The services we provide cover all
aspects of personal / domestic care and housing

support.

Mid Argyll
1 x Full time

Home Care Worker
Care experience is desirable but not essential as

comprehensive induction programme will be
provided.

Full driving license and use of a
vehicle is essential.

All staff are subject to enhanced disclosure checks.

For further information and an
application form, please contact either

Cameron or Tracy McGregor on 01546 600333

Closing date for completed applications
16th March 2006

1

Highlands and Islands Airports Limited are responsible for the management
and operation of ten airports across the North of Scotland and the Islands,
providing vital social, business and welfare links.
A vacancy will shortly arise for a part-time Fire-fighter based at Tiree Airport.
Applications are invited from both men and women who must be aged 21 or
over and should demonstrate the ability to pass the Company's Medical/Fitness
Standards.
Successful applicants will be required to attend the Fire Training College,
Teesside, to undertake a six-week fully residential Initial Fire-fighter course.
Applicants will also undertake further training courses, locally, to achieve the
Fire-fighter competence level.
A full and current driving licence is essential. An LGV licence is desirable, however
full training will be given.
Part-time hours are currently 32 hours per week Monday to Saturday. Fire
Service personnel are required to by "on call" for which additional payment is
made.  Due to the requirement for 'on call' working applicants should preferably
live locally or be prepared to relocate if successful. There may be a requirement
to provide Flight Information Service Officer duties for which training would be
provided.
Please note our normal retirement age for fire-fighters is 60.
Airport Fire Service staff will be required to provide a Criminal Record
Check for security clearance.
Should you be interested please apply for an application form no later than
Monday 13 March.  Closing date for completed application forms -  Thursday
16 March 2006.

FIREFIGHTER
Tiree Airport

Salary £15,394 to £19,243 pro rata
HIGHLANDS AND ISLANDS
AIRPORTS LTD

Human Resource Department Tel:  01667 462445
Highlands and Islands Airports Ltd Fax:  01667 464209
Head Office, Inverness Airport Email:  recruitment@hial.co.uk
Inverness     IV2 7JB www.hial.co.uk
HIGHLANDS AND ISLANDS AIRPORTS LTD – 10 AIRPORTS, ONE VISION

OFFICE/SALES PERSON

required to assist with general office duties

Good communication skills, computer

literate preffered but not essential as

full training shall be given.

Hours and wages negotiable.

Immediate start

Apply in writing to

Jason Latto,

Unit 9,

Ben Nevis Industrial Estate,

Fort William
1

Joiners

Required

Plus rates, bonus and overtime

Sub Contract Joiners required

must be CIS registered

Kitchen Fitters required

previous experience essential

All for work in Fort William area

Apply R.E. Campbell (Joinery) Ltd

Spean Bridge

Telephone: 01397 712561
1

Ardfern Yacht Centre

Assistant/Trainee Yacht Rigger

A vacancy exists for an experienced or trainee rigger to work in our

busy team, rigging and stepping masts, installing and servicing deck

equipment as well as other boatyard work. Pay rate related to

experience. Please apply with details of skills and experience to:

David Wilkie, Ardfern Yacht Centre Ltd, Ardfern,

By Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8QN

Tel: 01852 500247 Fax: 01852 500624

email:david@ardfernyacht.co.uk
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The Environmental Impact Assessment 
(Fish Farming in Marine Waters) Regulations 1999
Proposed Salmon Farm Site
An application has been received for a modification & renewal of development consent 
a at finfish farm site:-

Reference Applicant Location Map Reference

REN-37 Pan Fish Scotland Ltd Eilean Buidhe, Glenan Bay, NR 918 695
(AR5-4-7)  Loch Fyne Lat:  55º 52.421’N
    Long:  05º 19.728’W

An Environmental Statement (ES) covering this site is available for inspection with a 
copy of the application at Kaimes Sub-Post Office, Tighnabruaich and at The Crown 
Estate, 6 Bell’s Brae, Edinburgh, EH4 3BJ.

Copies of the application and Executive Summary of the ES can be obtained from 
The Crown Estate and copies of the ES can be purchased from Pan Fish Scotland Ltd, 
Ardkinglas Estate, Cairndow, Argyll, PA26 8BH at a price of £55 for a paper copy or 
send a stamped addressed envelope for a free CD version.

Written comments should be submitted within 42 days of the date of this notice to 
Senior Planning Officer, Argyll & Bute Council, Milton House, Milton Avenue, Dunoon, 
PA23 7DU.

Dated:   2 March 2006 

The Environmental Impact Assessment 
(Fish Farming in Marine Waters) Regulations 1999
Proposed Salmon Farm Site
An application has been received for a modification & renewal of development consent 
at a finfish farm site:-

Reference Applicant Location Map Reference

REN-36 Pan Fish Scotland Ltd Camas na Ban-tighearna, NR 901 652
(AR4-29-4)  (Tarbert South) Lat:  55º 50.104’N
   Loch Fyne Long  05º 21.135’W

An Environmental Statement (ES) covering this site is available for inspection with a 
copy of the application at Tarbert Post Office, Argyll and at The Crown Estate, 6 Bell’s 
Brae, Edinburgh, EH4 3BJ.

Copies of the application and Executive Summary of the ES can be obtained from 
The Crown Estate and copies of the ES can be purchased from Pan Fish Scotland Ltd, 
Ardkinglas Estate, Cairndow, Argyll, PA26 8BH at a price of £55 for a paper copy or 
send a stamped addressed envelope for a free CD version.

Written comments should be submitted within 42 days of the date of this notice 
to Senior Development Control Officer, Argyll & Bute Council, 67 Chalmers Street, 
Ardrishaig, PA30 8DY.

Dated:   2 March 2006 
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RECRUITMENT

1

Earn £200

- £1,000

weekly

Distributing &

collecting

catalogues

Freephone

0800 1957445

www.ezeincome.co.uk

HPS is now expanding its staffbank in the Lochaber
area to work alongside the Direct Childcare Project.
Applications are now being accepted for:

Childcare Workers

This provides an opportunity to work in a variety of
childcare centres on a relief basis.
The hours are flexible to suit your availability – rates
of pay vary.
Relevant qualifications and experience are
desirable, although we offer training and a pathway
to qualifications if required.
If you are interested and would like more information
and/or an application pack:
Telephone: 01463 703036
or E-mail: info@directchildcare.co.uk
These posts are exempt from the Rehabilitation of
Offenders Act 1974 (Exceptions) Order 1975 and
the successful applicants will be required to
complete a Disclosure Scotland Application.

Direct Childcare and HPS are Equal Opportunities Employers

Financially supported by NOF and The Scottish Executive

The Forestry Commission is committed to equality of opportunity and welcomes applications from all age groups and sectors of the community.

Dalriada Project Administrator 
West Argyll Forest District
Fixed term appointment to 31/03/2007, with the potential to extend 
for a further 3 years. (Extension of the contract, conversion to permanency or transfer to 
another part of the Civil Service is possible although there is no guarantee)

Starting salary £8,500 - £9,000 per annum, based on 18.5 hours per 
week, plus non-pay benefits. 
The Dalriada Project is an ambitious Landscape Partnership Scheme based in West Argyll Forest 
District. The Heritage Lottery Fund has approved a Stage One pass award of £1.8 million and a 
development fund of £145,500 to prepare the Stage Two bid by October 2006. 
You will provide part-time administrative support to Dalriada Project staff and finance and 
accounting tasks associated with thirteen diverse landscape projects.
You must have 5 GCSEs/Standard Grades or equivalent (A-C, 1-3 Passes) including English or 
English Language and mathematics and be IT competent, particularly in the use of Microsoft Word 
and Excel. Two Higher Grades/A Levels or equivalent and/or a bookkeeping/accounting qualification 
would be an advantage.  
Working within a small Dalriada Project team, you will possess the skills to work effectively in a 
team environment where communication and customer care is essential. You will also have the 
ability to plan and organise effectively and identify and seek solutions to potential problems. 
We offer a starting salary of £17,000 - £18,000 pro-rata, annual salary progression to a maximum 
of £21,118 pro-rata plus there is a choice between final salary occupational pension or stakeholder 
pension schemes.  A number of non-pay benefits apply including 25 days annual leave and options for 
flexible working. A Performance Bonus is available to our Top Performers.
For an application pack please email: recruitment@forestry.gsi.gov.uk stating your full name and 
address or write to Shireen West, HR Services, 231 Corstorphine Road, Edinburgh EH12 7AT. 
Quote reference number HR56/208.  Application forms are also available from our website: 
www.forestry.gov.uk/vacancies
The closing date for completed applications is Monday 13 March 2006.

The Forestry Commission is committed to equality of opportunity and welcomes applications from all age groups and sectors of the community.

Forest Craftsperson
Starting salary £13,680 plus non-pay benefits. 
Working within the FC's Lorne Forest District, covering Morvern and Mull, you will be expected to 
live in Morvern where an FC house for rent in Lochaline village can be offered.

You will carry out operations to maintain and enhance Lorne Forest District’s estate as well as 
providing a service to local communities and the general public.

Ideally you will have experience and/or knowledge of forestry techniques and outdoor work 
coupled with practical skills in woodwork, dyking or stone work and general handyman skills.  
A full driving licence and a good level of physical fitness are essential.

Job details & application forms are available from our website: www.forestry.gov.uk/vacancies 
You can also email: recruitment@forestry.gsi.gov.uk stating your full name and address or write 
to Shireen West, HR Services, 231 Corstorphine Road, Edinburgh, EH12 7AT. Quote reference 
number HR56/174. 

The closing date for completed applications is 31 March 2006.

PLANNING
TOWN & COUNTRY 
PLANNING (SCOTLAND) 
ACT 1997, RELATED LEGISLATION PLANNING 
(LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION 
AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Take notice that the applications in the following schedule may be 
inspected during normal office hours at the location given below.  
Anyone wishing to make representations should do so in writing to 
the undersigned within 14 or 21 days of the appearance of this notice, 
whichever is applicable as indicated below.  Please quote the reference 
number in any correspondence.

SCHEDULE - DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION OF PLANS

•Ref No: 06/00379/LIB
Applicant: McDougalls Of Oban Ltd
Proposal: Replacement of Asbestos Cement Roof Covering over Rear 
Single Storey Roof
Site Address: 28 George Street Oban Argyll And Bute PA34 5SB 
Location of Plans:  Oban Area Office
Regulation 5 Listed Bld Consent - 21 Day

•Ref No: 06/00354/DET
Applicant: McDougalls Of Oban Ltd
Proposal: Replacement of Asbestos Cement Roof Covering to Profiled 
Aluminium over Rear Single Storey Roof
Site Address: 28 George Street Oban Argyll And Bute PA34 5SB 
Location of Plans:  Oban Area Office
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

•Ref No: 06/00325/DET
Applicant: Lisa McKenna
Proposal: Erection of Dwellinghouse
Site Address: Land North West Of Frachadil House Calgary Isle Of Mull 
Argyll And Bute PA75 6QH
Location of Plans:  Sub Post Office Dervaig
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

•Ref No: 06/00341/OUT
Applicant: The Free Church Of Scotland
Proposal: Erection of Dwellinghouse
Site Address: Land North West Of Beaumaris Erray Road Tobermory Isle 
Of Mull Argyll And Bute
Location of Plans:  Tobermory Area Office
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

•Ref No: 06/00339/DET
Applicant: Gilbert MacKechnie
Proposal: Erection of House
Site Address: Garden Ground Glenrigh Hotel Corran Esplanade Oban 
Argyll And Bute PA34 5AQ
Location of Plans:  Oban Area Office
S60 Setting of Listed Bldg  Ad - 21 Days

•Ref No: 06/00339/DET
Applicant: Gilbert MacKechnie
Proposal: Erection of House
Site Address: Garden Ground Glenrigh Hotel Corran Esplanade Oban 
Argyll And Bute PA34 5AQ
Location of Plans:  Oban Area Office
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

Area Team Leader Development Control, Planning Services, 
Lorn House, Albany Street, Oban

SCHEDULE - DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION OF PLANS

•Ref No: 06/00371/LIB 
Applicant: Port Charlotte Homes Ltd
Proposal: Conversion of vacant village hall into residential units, 
amended window specifications to previously approved details.
Site Address: Port Charlotte Village Hall School Street Port Charlotte Isle 
Of Islay Argyll And Bute
Location of Plans:  Sub Post Office Port Charlotte
Regulation 5 Listed Bld Consent - 21 Day

•Ref No: 06/00351/DET 
Applicant: Mr And Mrs MacAffer
Proposal: Erection of Conservatory
Site Address: 48 Frederick Crescent Port Ellen Isle Of Islay Argyll And 
Bute PA42 7DJ
Location of Plans:  Sub Post Office Port Ellen
Development in Conservation Area 21 Days

Area Team Leader Development Control, Planning Services, 
67 Chalmers Street, Ardrishaig PA30 8DX 

To find out more about living and 
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk 

THE HIGHLAND COUNCIL
(KILCHOAN SPEED RESTRICTIONS)

(30/40MPH SPEED LIMIT) ORDER 2006
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the Highland Council propose 
to make an Order in terms of Section 84 of the Road Traffic
Regulation Act 1984 entitled as above.

When the Order comes into effect 30mph and 40mph speed
limits shall be introduced over various sections of the public
road network in the villages of Kilchoan and Ormsaigbeg,
namely the B8007 and U88 roads. 

A copy of the Order, as drafted, together with a copy of the
relevant plan and the Council's statement of reasons for
proposing to make the Order (also noted below) can be
inspected at:-

1. The Service Point, Lochaber House, High Street, Fort William,
on weekdays during office hours (9.00am – 5.00pm);

2. The Service Point, Acharacle Resource Centre, Acharacle, 
(Tues and Fridays 12.00pm – 5.00pm) 

3. Kilchoan Community Centre, Pier Road, Kilchoan, (Monday
– Sat 10am – 4.30pm) 

It should be noted that all objections must be made in writing
and must specify the grounds thereof, and should be made to
the undersigned on or before 31 March 2006. 

Potential objectors should note that all objections which
cannot be resolved will be included in a public agenda for
the Lochaber Area Committee for consideration.

STATEMENT OF REASONS
This order is being promoted to improve road safety in
Kilchoan village Road by reducing the speed of vehicles and
thus reduce public anxiety on the issue.

HEAVEN NEEDS MORE STARS

Three positions for Ardrishaig and one for Malta!

Heaven Salon & Spa requires two trainee hair stylists and a

reception manager for the Ardrishaig salon and a trainee

for the new Malta salon.

Heaven can accredit to National standard levels 2 and 3.

The excellent training includes communication skills,

personal development, team building, vibrogym, make-up

and skin care.

To apply call Heaven on 01546 603340 or drop into

51 Chalmers St. Ardrishaig
1

MANAGEMENT OPPORTUNITIES & 
SALES ASSISTANTS, Oban
New store opening in April 2006.
Superdrug gives you real support for the lifestyle you love. Not just big discounts on
everything from grooming products and perfumes to aftershaves and accessories - but
a fresher, more exciting work environment, great colour schemes and an atmosphere
with a real buzz. What’s more, with flexible work hours and the chances for progression
that come with real growth - Superdrug is one employer that can promise you’ll have a
better life, in and outside of work - for many years to come!

Pick up an application form from Oban Jobcentre Plus, Mathieson House, 1 Miller
Road, Oban, Argyll PA34 4AH or by going online to www.jobcentreplus.gov.uk

www.superdrug.com/careers

Open your eyes to Superdrug

SHOP

ASSISTANT

required for

MCIVORS FRUIT

& VEG/FLORISTS

CAMPBELTOWN

Full Time or Part

Time considered

Apply in writing to

McIvors

8 Longrow South

Campbeltown

PA28 6AH

1

Columba Hotel,
Oban

Harbour Inn
Tel 01631
562183

 Full Time Bar
Person Required

Good Conditions,

Good Rate of Pay

 Immediate Start

 Call at Hotel for details

PRIVATE

FEMALE CARER

requires employment

due to redundancy

from mid April

excellent references

available, can travel,

available for

sleepovers, cleaning

and day care

Telephone

01546 606992 /

07979721480 1

Mull Pottery

Café/Bistro

Bright & welcoming

mezzanine-level cafe/

bistro overlooking art &

crafts gallery.

Opportunity for a

creative and ambitious

CHEF

to take charge of a

contemporary café-bistro

kitchen with plans to

expand. Bistro & some

patisserie experience with

at least 5 years in trade.

Salaried & profit-related

bonus.

For further details contact:

Peter Walker

Tel. 01688 302347
1

Legal Secretary

    We require an enthusiastic secretary

with previous legal experience to join our

busy Oban law firm to commence as soon

as possible. Competitive salary.

Reply in writing with CV to:

Hosack & Sutherland, Queens Building,

George Street, Oban PA34 5RZ.

1

HOLIDAY

CLEANER

required for Lochgair

area.  Variable hours

but predominantly

Saturday changeover.

Pay £8/hr.

For further

information contact

01577 850 363
1

COURIER/DRIVERS

Highland Heritage Limited require Courier/Drivers, minimum age 25,

clean PVC essential. Live-in or live-out. Based in Tyndrum/Dalmally area.

Uniform and training provided.

Apply in writing, with CV, to:

Mrs Colman, Operations Manager,

Highland Heritage Coach Tours,

Dalmally, Argyll, PA33 1AY

RESERVATIONS

CLERK

Highland Heritage Coach Tours Ltd

Require Reservations Staff for their busy Administration Office.

Keyboard skills essential along with a pleasant telephone manner.

Training will be given. Full time position, must be flexible.

Shift work includes weekends and evenings. Live-in or out.

Please apply in writing with a current C.V to:

Ms Jackie Colman, Office Supervisor

Highland Heritage Centre Ltd, Central Admin Office,

Dalmally, Argyll PA33 1AY

Tel:- 01838 200393

This national charity

requires a

SEASONAL

RECEPTIONIST

at Arduaine Garden

near Kilmelford

from

1st April to

1st October

inclusive, Friday,

Saturday

and Sunday only.

If you enjoy

meeting the public

and would

like to be involved

with this

beautiful garden

please phone

Maurice Wilkins on

01852 200366,

anytime.

1

PART TIME

CLEANERS

required for retail

outlet in Brodick

 6.5 hours 6 days

per week.

Tel: 0141 9562400

for local interview.

1

PUBLIC LECTURE

DNA Profiling:

its use in famous cases

By Dr Adrian Linacre

Monday 6 March, 7.30pm

at Lochaber High School

(refreshments from 7pm)

This talk will use a variety of famous cases to explore

what DNA profiling is and how it has been used to

identify people in previously unsolved mysteries.

An important modern development in forensic science,

DNA profiling has proved to be a powerful means by

which criminals and innocent people have been

identified.

Dr Linacre is a lecturer in the Forensic Science Unit at

the University of Strathclyde.  He is also authorised to

present evidence in court.

Tickets cost £2 (£1 concessions) and are available on

the door or from Lochaber High School Office,

Camaghael, Fort William, PH33 7ND.

Tel: 01397 702512.

For more information see www.royalsoced.org.uk
1

AREA COMMITTEE MEETING
A meeting of the

Area Committee

for Oban, Lorn and the Isles

will be held in
The Council Chamber,

Municipal Buildings, Albany Street,

Oban,

on Wednesday, March 8, 2006 at 10.30 a.m.

Members of the public are welcome to attend
Any enquiries should be directed to

Kenneth Macdonald,

Area Corporate Services Manager,

telephone 01631 567930

Kathleen’s

Hairdressing Salon,

Taynuilt

Following the closure of her Hairdressing

Salon at Taynuilt, after 15 happy years,

Kathleen would like to thank all her clients

over a wide area for their much-appreciated

support and kindness throughout this period.

Their friendship has been much valued and

will, she feels sure, continue in whatever new

walk of life she chooses.

OBAN WAR AND

PEACE MUSEUM

Annual General Meeting

Friday 24 March

at 7 p.m.

Main Hall, Church Centre

Glencruitten Road, Oban

All members welcome

APPLICATION FOR

APPORTIONMENT

ARINAGOUR
COMMON
GRAZINGS

Colin Niall Kennedy
intends to lodge an
application for apportion-
ment of approximately 6.31
hectares for the purpose of
croft diversification.
Grazings Clerk/Constable:
None in post.
The applicant may be
approached by any interest-
ed parties to inspect a copy
of the application at
Highland Corrie, Isle of
Coll.
 Any comments  should be
lodged with the Crofters
Commission, 4/6 Castle
Wynd, Inverness, IV2 3EQ,
before March 16, 2006.
A copy of any represen-
tations made may be
forwarded to the applicant.

SCOTTISH CROFTING

FOUNDATION

Tiree Branch

A.G.M.

Monday 6 March

8 p.m.

Tiree Rural

Centre

(Mart)

Guest Speaker:

Patrick Kreuse,

Chief Executive, SCF

All welcome
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CALL

 01631568000

FOR YOUR

PAID FOR

ADVERT  TO

RUN FOR A

SECOND

WEEK

Thursday 2 March 2006

•
 REMOVALS &

STORAGE

•
WINDOWS & DOORS

Up to

30% OFF

WINDOWS & DOORS

CONSERVATORIES

GARAGE DOORS

ROOFLINE PRODUCTS

FLAT ROOFS

Call Ronald Gordon

(01631) 720074

07776402550

•
 SECOND HAND

CARAVANS

SECOND- HAND

CARAVANS

FOR SALE

20 second- hand caravans

for off- site sale, two and

three bedrooms (10' and

12' wide),

from £1,500.  Largest

selection in Argyll.  Ideal

for holiday lets, B&B,

seasonal workers'

accommodation, etc.

Can be delivered - buyer

to pay transport costs.

Contact Keith Campbell,

Drimsynie Estates,

telephone 01301 703457

(office hours) or

07768 647180 (mobile).

•
 ROOFING

ABBEY
ROOFING

Complete Re-roof, Roof
Repairs, Insurance Work,

Grant Work, uPVC
Roofliners, Slating & Tiling,

Supply & Fit, Fascias,
Soffits, Cladding, Guttering

STORM DAMAGE
SPECIALISTS

All work honestly explained
before commencing

CALL FOR A FREE
QUOTATION AND

ADVICE

FREEPHONE OBAN
08000 835640

Covering the West
Highlands and Islands

•
 BUILDING CONTRACTORS

OLD CARSOLD CARSOLD CARSOLD CARSOLD CARS

MOTMOTMOTMOTMOT

FFFFFAILURESAILURESAILURESAILURESAILURES

REREREREREMOMOMOMOMOVEDVEDVEDVEDVED

ANDANDANDANDAND

LEGALLLEGALLLEGALLLEGALLLEGALLYYYYY

DESTRODESTRODESTRODESTRODESTROYEDYEDYEDYEDYED

£100

Telephone

01852 500 610

or

07979 56989

•
 SCRAP CARS

Published by The Oban Times Limited,
P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 5HB, �(01631) 568000

Fax (01631) 568001 — www.obantimes.co.uk
and registered as a newspaper at the Post Office

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE
FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions

which relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications

owned by The Oban Times Limited.

Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, The Oban Times

Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.

The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and

provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of

advertising materials to the public within these publications.

1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful

and comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice and all

other codes.

2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular

advertisement.

3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the

advertisement by giving reasonable notice.

4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on

acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed

by telephone, mail, fax or in person.

5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the

Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, the

publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the

whole cost of the advertisement.

6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts

and Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the

Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that

matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such

other Court as the Publisher may choose.

7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage

occasioned by any total or partial failure (however caused) of

publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which

any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any

error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement or

part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the

advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case

may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No

re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where the error,

misprint or omission does not materially detract from the

advertisement.

8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within

fourteen days of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total

liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed

the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for

the particular advertisement in connection with which liability

arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type

and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with

which liability arose.

9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the

Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling

upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened

legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in

any one or more of a series of advertisements published in

accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in

pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.

10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of

order by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must be

agreed with the Publisher in advance.

11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15

days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.

In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late

payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily

basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the

Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an

administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher

reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an

additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though

it has been raised with the original invoice.

12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of

our conditions.

The Oban Times

PREPAID

ADVERTISING

RATES

Private Classifieds
Lineage Rates

Minimum charge £9.30+VAT

(up to 16 words)

thereafter £1.85 per line

Box Number Fee £4.15 (+VAT)

Births, Engagements, Marriages, Deaths

and Acknowledgments

Minimum charge £8.75 (+VAT)

thereafter £1.80 per line (+VAT)

In Memoriam:
Minimum charge £5.75(+VAT)

thereafter £1.30 per line (+VAT)

Trade Classifieds:
See Trade Classified Page for Rates

Trade Display:
£7.75 per single column centimetre

Recruitment:
£13.95 per single column centimetre

Public Notices:
£8.75 per single column centimetre

Properties

£8.50 per single column centimetre

Private Accommodation

to Let/Wanted

£8.50 per single column centemeter

(all rates exclusive of VAT)

Personals:
£5.60 per single column centimetre

Payment: Pre-payment required
for advertisements of less than £50

(excluding death notices)
Please make cheques and
postal orders payable to

The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1,
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB

www.obantimes.couk
or telephone your advertisement

to
Oban (01631) 568000

Lochgilphead (01546) 602345
Campbeltown (01586) 554646
Fort William (01397) 703003

Please note copy deadline:
Monday 4.30 p.m. in Oban
HELP US TO HELP YOU . . .

PRE-PAY SMALL ADVERTS!

A TOUCH OF SCOTLAND

EVERY WEEK!

The Oban Times
SUBSCRIPTION RATES

(one year)
U.K. ......................... £46.25
EEC ......................... £55.00
WORLDWIDE via
Surface Mail ........... £82.00
or Airmail ............. £126.50
The Oban Times Limited,

P.O. Box 1,
 Oban, Argyll,

PA34 4HB
 Scotland, UK

www.obantimes.co.uk

PERSONALS

•
 ACCOUNTANTS

JEAN AINSLEY & Co
Accounts preparation and
production. Full book-
keeping service. No fee for
initial consultation.
Telephone 01631 567007.

D & A

MUNN

Joiners,

Builders &

Funeral

Directors

Breadalbane

Street, Oban

Telephone

01631 562562

or

01631 562203

HAMISH

HOEY &

SON

Joiners &

Funeral

Directors

37-39 Stevenson

Street, Oban

Telephone:

01631

562269

24-HOUR SERVICE

•
 JOINERS & UNDERTAKERS

OBAN FAMILY

PLANNING

AND

WELL WOMAN

CLINIC

Lorn & Islands
District General

Hospital
For appointments,

telephone
Oban

(01631 567618

•
 COUNSELLING &

ADVICE

New 2006 Model. Atlas Sa-
hara 23x10 Luxury Holiday
Home 1 Bedroom, 4 Berth,
Fully Fitted Under Floor
Insulation, Very Scarce
Size. Photos on Request.
Delivery Inc All West Coast
Islands. Please telephone
McCallum’s Caravans,
Glasgow on 0141 779 4000
or 07850 585 207. Email:
mccallumscaravans@btopen
world.com

•
 CARAVANS

•
 GARDEN SERVICES

TREE or HEDGE WORK
Surgery, felling, removal
etc. Chain saw sculpture.
Also firewood supplies. Tel-
ephone 01631 770206
(Kilmore, near Oban).

•
 KITCHENS AND

BATHROOMS

PRO-FIT, Fitted Kitchens/
Bathrooms, Supplied or fit-
ted, Work Top/Granite Spe-
cialist, Professional Service,
Free Quotations, Call 01631
565 848 or Mobile 07708
418 206

Twin Unit Chalet Holiday
Home 28x20, 3 Bedroom,
Toilet, Shower, Fully Fitted
Kitchen, New Carpets, Very
Clean. Delivery arranged.
Priced To Sell At £9950.00.
Details and Photos on
R e q u e s t . T e l e p h o n e
McCallum’s Caravans,
Glasgow on 0141 779 4000
or 07850 595 207. Email:
mccallumscaravans@btopen
world.com Open 7 Days.

McCALLUM’S
 CARAVANS

Glasgow
•Suppliers of All Leading Makes of
 Holiday Homes
•Main Distributors For Atlas
 Caravans
•Our Showground Offers The Finest
 Display of New & Used Holiday
 Caravans In Scotland
•Budget Models For Self Build,
 Temp Accommodation, Renovation
 Projects, Offices, Etc…
•Specialists In The Transport of
 Holiday Caravans & Residential
 Park Homes Throughout The UK &

For all your requirements
please telephone:

Office: 0141 779 4000 or
Mob: 07850 595 207

Open 7 Days

 Ireland Inc All West Coast Islands.

BABY EQUIPMENT

ANGEL CAR baby
monitor with sensor mat,
excellent condition, £30.
Telephone 01631 564364.
BABY SAFETY gates x 2,
fit stair or door, excellent
condition, £10 each.
Telephone 01631 564364.

BICYCLES

BOYS BIKE, aged 4-8,
silver with front suspen-
sion, hardly used, excellent
condition, £45.  Telephone
01631 565478.

BIRD CAGES

BUDGIE CAGE 51.5cm
length x 30.5cm depth x
47cm height, rectangular,
£20.  Telephone (Oban)
07765 181289.
BUDGIE CAGE 49cm
length x 27cm deep x 65
cm height, arch shaped,
£20.  Telephone (Oban)
07765 181289.

BLINDS

VELUX BLINDS X 3
size MO4 in white, used
for 2 weeks, boxed with
instructions, new £70 each
offers around £100.
Telephone 01866 822747.²

BUILDING SUPPLIES

SLATES Cupa H3, 40 x
20cms, approx 2,200
slates, £600 (half new
price).  Telephone 01631
730445.
16 SHEETS box profile
cladding, slate blue, 2.1m
long x 1m wide, cost £240,
sell £150.  Telephone
07788 833110.
4500 WEST  Highland
slates. Telephone 01546
605257.

CARS FOR SPARES OR

REPAIR UNDER £250

FIAT TIPO 1.4, L reg.,
good runner. Offers £200
Telephone 01586 830619.

MISSING
Female Cat

Light brown/gold
coloured

with black speckled
tabby markings
(Glebe Street,
Campbeltown

or surrounding area)
Please contact:

Cat Rescue Volunteers
Campbeltown

LADIES
engagement ring
lost in Oban on
February 17,

2006.
Reward £50.

Telephone 01546
870643.

The Retired Grey-
hound Trust have
beautiful dogs and
bitches suitable for
adoption.  These dogs
are fully vaccinated
and speyed/neutered.
If you feel you could
offer one of these ex-
racers a home please
contact Northern
Division on 01470
511705 or 01463
235696.  The RGT is
a registered charity
No 269668.  A
donation is required.
Look forward to
hearing from you.

NEW TOWER
scaffolding,
6ft x 4ft, 24ft
access, heavy
duty pre-galva-
nised, £165 per
set or 2 for
£300, free de-
livery.
Telephone
07876 121119.

Elizabeth Clark (Liz)
Wishes to thank the
240 friends, family

and work colleagues
who attended
McTavish's on

February 18. Many
thanks for all the

beautiful flowers and
gifts also to Pipe band
members (thank you).

Last but not least
Andrew Green for his
(Song for Liz). It was

a night I will never
forget.

Crawford
Cameron wishes to
thank all relatives

and friends for
presents, cards and

good wishes
received on his
surprise 60th

birthday party.
Thanks to Gunna
Sound and artistes

and Lochaline
Social Club.

Gilbert and
Margaret

would like to thank
all their friends for

the help and support
given to us over the

past two weeks.
A special thanks to
Jo Angus for giving

us a lifeline.
Gilbert and

Margaret Dougans.

CLOTHING

KILT MACKAY tartan, 8
years old, waist 32 inches,
length 27 inches.  Tel-
ephone 01546 602525.
WINTER COAT, ladies,
very smart, unused, lime
green, size 16, fur collar,
lining,  £15.  Telephone
01631 565143.

DIVING COMPRESSOR

DIVING COMPRESSOR,
Bauer, oldish, free.
Telephone 01631 565336
after 6pm.

DOMESTIC APPLIANCES

CREDA SPIN dryer
nearly new, £60. Refrig-
erator good condition, £40.
Two kilowatt electric fire
and surround £20.
Telephone  01855 811759.
FRIDGE, UNDER counter
fridge freezer, £10.
Telephone 01631 564501.
FRIDGE FREEZER, 4
months old, small freezer,
large fridge, £49.  Tel-
ephone 07785 702848.²

DOMESTIC PETS

GOOD HOME wanted for
black Labrador collie.
Good natured, great with
children. Free to good
home. Telephone 01631
562623.
JACK RUSSELL PUPS
farm reared dogs and
bitches(Tails not Docked).
Lovely markings and
temperaments, all pups
wormed and ready to go,
£160. No time wasters
please. Telephone 01631
710636 or Mobile
07880733868(Oban Area).
LITTER OF labrador pups
2 chocolate 1 black,
KC registered, both
parents hip, eye and elbow
tested, championship bred,
will be ready 14th March.
Telephone 01738 860387.

DOORS

ANGLIAN LIVING
design, white double
glazed exterior door
complete with frame, locks
and letter box, £300 ono.
Telephone 01546 603308.

EQUESTRIAN

FOUR WHEELED
Wagonette carries 6-8
people.  Hydraulic braking
system, suit horse 15-16
hands.  Included in sale
various harness.  Price on
application.  Telephone
01681 704230.

FURNITURE

ANTIQUE PINE single
bed, excellent condition,
with mattress, £30.
Telephone 01852 200209.
BEAUTIFUL BLUE
'Divani' 3 seater sofas x 2,
excellent condition,
complete with cushions,
£150 each.  Kingsize pine
bed, excellent condition
with Silentnight mattress if
wanted, £95.  Telephone
01852 200209.
BED SETTEE for sale,
£49.99. Telephone 01631
567127.
COT BED - pine,
mothercare, very good
condition, £49.99.  Phone
01546 602764 after 3pm
please.
HANDMADE SOLID
pine 3/4 length junior bed,
£30.  Telephone 01852
200209.
KITCHEN BASE 50cm
unit with drawerline door
and premium drawer,
warm cherrywood, new,
unused, cost £90 sell for
£40.  Telephone 01546
602525.
LAND OF LEATHER -
recliner chair, brown,
brand new, never been
used.  Surplus to require-
ments.  Bargain at £49.99
for quick sale.  Telephone
01546 602539.
METAL BUNK bed with
double futon base and
mattresses, lilac, good
condition, £49.99 ono.
Telephone 01631 566434.
PINE KITCHEN table, 5ft
x 33in and four matching
spindle back chairs.
£49.99. Telephone 07748
274983.
PINE TABLE and four
chairs, 45mm solid pine
top with turned pedestal,
£49.99. Telephone 01631
563303.
SOLID WOOD rectangu-
lar table with pull-out
leafs, buyer uplifts, £49
ono. Telephone 01631
567397.
TWO SEATER sofa, light
sage green, £40. Telephone
01866 822058 or 07875
331949.
TWO SEATER sofa, very
elegant design, £49.99.
Telephone 01631 565733.
WALL UNIT, 5ft wide, top
half, two glass doors,
bottom two cupboards,
three drawers, £30 ono.
Telephone 01631 564255.

GARAGE SHED

NEARLY NEW - garage
shed 10' x 7' with window,
fully lined and treated,
£490 ovno.  Telephone
07831 463550.

GARDEN EQUIPMENT

VIKING electric hedge
cutter (HEL 700), as new,
£150.  Flymo Turbo
Compact grass cutter, good
condition, £30.  Telephone
01631 760222.²

GREYHOUNDS

HEATING

DIMPLEX ELECTRIC
compact coal effect stove,
optiflame with zkw fan
heater, black £49.99.
Telephone 01546 602525.
TWO BAR electric fire
with mahogany surround,
£35.  Telephone 01631
562272.

INFLATABLE TENDER

INFLATABLE TENDER,
£49.99. Telephone 01631
720262 or 07720 302727.

LOST AND FOUND

LOST ON Longrow,
Campbeltown Sunday
morning, pink silk scarf,
hand painted by my
daughter. Reward £10.
Telephone  01583 431787.

MARINE ACCESSORIES

OUTBOARD FLUSHING
muffs, brand new, £5.
Telephone 01852 200209.

MOBILITY

MOBILITY SCOOTER,
very good condition, plus
two extra batteries, £500.
Telephone 07831 877696
or 01631 564176.

MUSICAL

INSTRUMENTS

BALIE PIANO Accordion
120 bass, 24 treble.  Very
good condition £600.
Telephone 01499 302031.²
TENOR SAX (Artemis),
excellent condition £130.
Telephone 01546 886302.

POULTRY

SKYE - Pullets, Brown,
Black, Pure, Ducks, Geese,
Sheds, Feeders, Drinkers.
Deliver Oban and Islands.
Telephone 01470 572213.²

PRESSURE WASHER

HOT PRESSURE washer,
£500. Telephone 07831
877696 or 01631 564176.

PRINTERS AND

STATIONERY

BUSINESS CARDS,
Compliment Slips &
Headed Paper - Every
business should have
them, be professional and
impress your customers.
Contact Krisp Printing &
Stationery, Burnbank,
Campbeltown.  Telephone
01586 554975.
RAFFLE TICKETS -
Organising a prize draw?
We can supply numbered
and perforated tickets to
your requirements.
Contact Krisp Printing &
Stationery, Burnbank,
Campbeltown.  Telephone
01586 554975.

SNOOKER TABLE

SNOOKER/POOL table 6'
x 3', complete with access
folding legs.  Good
condition, £30. Telephone
01546 600331.

TOWER SCAFFOLDING

TOYS AND GAMES

PLAYMOBIL CON-
STRUCTION site crane,
battery operated, 75cm
high, original box, as new,
£20.  Telephone 01631
569433.

It pays to advertise in

THE
 OBAN TIMES

•
 COMPUTERS REPAIRS

HOOK
DATA

SERVICES
Hardware
 Software
 Advice
 Repairs

 Consumables
Call in or telephone:
01546 830157

Crinan Harbour
by Lochgilphead
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MEMORIALS

FOR THE BLIND

CHILDREN OF

SCOTLAND’S ACADEMIC

TUITION AT THE ROYAL

SCHOOL IN EDINBURGH

Please give your financial

support by donation, deed of

covenant or legacy

Please send to Appeals

Department, Highland

Arts Effort, Royal Blind

Asylum School, P.O. Box

500, Gillespie Crescent,

Edinburgh, EH10 4HZ

MASTER SCULPTOR

THE
OBAN
TIMES

&

West Highland Times

THE REGIONAL
NEWSPAPER FOR THE

WEST HIGHLANDS,
ISLANDS AND

ARGYLL

The Oban Times is the
best-selling weekly

newspaper in the Highlands
and is distributed via 1742

newsagents every week

Editorial Director:
Joan P. Bennett

Group Managing Editor:
Stewart MacKenzie

News Editor:
Joanne Simms
Chief Reporter:
Marian Miller

Head Office:
�Oban 568000

Fax: Oban 568001
E-mail: editor@obantimes.co.uk

Branch Offices:
Fort William

�(01397) 703003
Fax (01397) 702495

Lochgilphead
�(01546) 602345

Fax (01546) 602661
Campbeltown

�(01586) 554646
Fax (01586) 553006

The Oban Times

CHARITY DONATIONS

Fighting Cancer

on all fronts . . .

CRC Scotland spends
more on research than
any other organisation

Commitment of over

£15 million each year

Cancer Research UK  Scotland

Suite 1/1, Unit 4 Blair Court

Clydebank Business Park

Clydebank, G81 2LA

National

Association

of Master

Masons

RONALD L. STOKES (MASTER SCULPTOR)

New colour brochure by request : Work done in any cemetery

FREE DELIVERY TO ANY ISLAND
312-314 Argyll Street, Dunoon

Tel/Fax: (01369) 702162 (24 hours)
Also at

Dudley Road, Fort William

Tel: 01397 702128

Greenock 01475 724248

Rothesay 01700 502780

Argyll’s longest established (1973)

E-mail: stokesmemorials@yahoo.co.uk

Website: www.stokesmemorials.com

STOKES MEMORIALS

ObanObanObanObanOban
HospiceHospiceHospiceHospiceHospice
CARING FOR

THE FUTURE

Donations always

gratefully accepted

Please contact

David Mudie (Treasurer)

Oban Hospice Ltd

The Croft

Kilmore

BIRTHS

MACDONALD - Donald
and Suzanne (Orr) are de-
lighted to announce the
safe arrival of their son,
Cailean Donald on Janu-
ary 16, 2006, at Forth
Park Materni ty Unit ,
Kirkcaldy.   A second
grandson for Donald and
the late Margaret ,
Lochgilphead and first
grandson for Kevin and
Agnes, Giffnock.
MACDOUGALL - Peter
and Morvern are de-
lighted to announce the
birth of their son Craig at
the Royal Alexandra Hos-
pital  on February 16,
2006, a little sister for
Rachel.  Many thanks to
midwife Catherine
Henderson and al l  at
Oban Maternity Unit
NICOL  -  Hugh and
Christine (MacDonald)
are delighted to announce
the safe arrival of their
son, Andrew MacDonald
on December 18,  2005 at
Forth Park Maternity
Unit, Kirkcaldy.  A little
brother for Cara.  First
grandson for Hugh and
Agnes, Campbeltown and
Donnie and the late
Margaret, Lochgilphead.
TRAYNOR -
MACINTYRE - Darren
and Sinead are delighted
to announce the birth of
their  son Rauiridh
Micheal, on February 24,
2006, at Queen Mothers,
Glasgow. First grandchild
to Iain and Kathleen also
Ann and Ian.

GOLDEN WEDDING

DUNCAN -
MACKILLOP  - On
March 2, 1956 at Oban Old
Parish Church by the late
Rev Wm MacDonald, John
to Helen. Present address,
Beechlea, Polvinister
Road, Oban.

DEATHS

CAMERON - Peacefully
at home on Monday, Feb-
ruary 27, 2006, Donald
Cameron (Plumber), hus-
band of  Greta ,  much
loved father, father-in-
law and grampy.  Funeral
in  Ki lmal l ie  Par ish
Church on Thursday,
March 2, at 2pm.  'Lea-
Mhor', Corpach.
COOPER  - Peacefully
after a short illness, at
The Lorn and  Islands
District General Hospi-
tal, Oban on Thursday,
February  23,  2006,
Dorothy , beloved wife
of the late Eddie, much
loved mum of Tricia and
Caroline and mother-in-
law of Allan and Walker
and a dear granny and
Nana to all her grandchil-
dren and great-grandchil-
dren.  Sorely missed by
all.
JACKSON - It is with
great sadness the family
of  Alas ta i r  Dugald

Jackson, husband of the
late June (Rowe), former
County Clerk of Argyll,
record his death on Mon-
day, February 27, 2006.
He will  be very much
missed by his daughter
Barbara, grand-daughters
Rebecca and  Genevieve,
their husbands Ewen and
Calum and his  great -
grandchildren Patrick,
Clare ,  Emily  and
Imogen.  Funeral service
will be held at Achnaba
Curch,  Ardchattan,  on
Friday, March 3, 2006, at
11.30am.
JUSTICE - Suddenly in
the RAH in Paisley on
Thursday, February 23,
2006, Iain, beloved hus-
band of Irene and dear
dad of Allison, Stuart and
Fiona.  Cremation serv-
ice  a t  Dalnot tar  on
Thursday, March 2.  Me-
moria l  Service  in  St
Kiarans, Islay, on Mon-
day, March 6, 2006, at
11.30am.
MACCALL - Peacefully
at Inverclyde Royal Hos-
pital on Sunday, Febru-
ary 26,  2006,  Maimie
Cameron Roberts ,  be -
loved wife  of  Ewen.
Sadly missed by all her
family and friends.  Fu-
neral service takes place
at Cardross Crematorium
on Thursday, March 2 at
11.30am.  In lieu of flow-
ers  donat ions  may be
made to  Cancer  Re-
search.
MACCALLUM - Peace-
fully after a short illness
in Penarth, South Gla-
morgan, Wales on Febru-
ary  23,  2006,  Tr ix ie
MacCal lum,  aged 89
years, formerly of Lorne
Park ,  Lorne  St ree t ,
Lochgilphead.  Beloved
wife of the late Lachlan
MacCal lum and much
loved mother of Nicol,
Duncan and Helen.  Lov-
ing Grandmother  and
dear mother-in-law.  Fu-
neral service will be held
in  Lochgi lphead Free
Church on Friday March
3,  2006 at 1pm, thereaf-
ter to Achnabreac Cem-
etery.
MACDONALD - Peace-
ful ly  on February 24,
2006,  Wil l iamina
(Winnie), aged 76 years,
beloved daughter  of
Murdoch and Margaret
MacDonald, Isle of Skye
and Inveraray.  A greatly
treasured friend of the
Fellowes family.  Funeral
service will take place at
Inveraray Parish Church,
on Monday,  March 6 ,
2006, at 1.30pm.  There-
after to Glen Shira.
MACINTYRE - Eliza-
beth (nee Pilkington),
peacefully passed away
on February 24, 2006 at
Blackpool Victoria Hos-
pital, beloved mother of
Debbie and mother-in-
law of Alan and devoted
daughter of May and the
late James Pilkington of
Strontian.
MACKAY - Peacefully
at home in Surrey B C
Canada, on February 17,
2006,  Archie  ( la te  of
Luing), beloved husband
of Dolly, much loved fa-
ther of Fraser, Lesley and
Grant, father-in-law of
Scott and devoted papa
of Brooke.  Sadly missed.
MACKAY  -  Suddenly,
but peacefully at Belford
Hospital on February 20,
2006,
Barbara ,  in  her  100th
year, beloved sister of
Nan and a very cherished
aunt and great aunt to her
many nieces and neph-
ews.
McCLOUNNAN  -
Peacefully at his home
Bayview, Balephuil, Isle
of Tiree, on February 17,
2006, David, in his 91st
year, beloved husband of
Nan ,  a  dear  dad and
grandad and father-in-
law.  Sadly missed.
ROBINSON - After a pe-
riod of illness, on Febru-
ary  23,  2006,  Agnes
MacDougall  Robinson
(Nan), wife of the late
Harry Robinson, loving
mother of Alastair and
Alan, mother-in-law of
Mary and Marlene, nana
of Suzanne, Terry, Alison
and David, great-granny
of Fiona.  Funeral has
taken place at Mortonhall
Cremator ium,  Edin-
burgh, today, Thursday,
March 2, 2006.
WATT - Peacefully at the
Lynn of Lorne Nursing
Home, Benderloch, on
February  21,  2006,
Donald MacFarlane, for-
merly of 7 Macgregor
Cour t ,  Oban,  beloved
husband of  the  la te
Cathie MacInnes, dear
fa ther  of  Donald  and
Allan, father-in-law of
Carol and loving seanair
of Donald and Jakki.
WILLISON -  John,
peacefully in care of his
family at  his  home in
Killin, on Friday Febru-
ary  24,  2006,  John
(Johnny) Willison, aged
77 years, beloved hus-
band to Jan (nee Crosbie)
a lso  a  dear  fa ther  to
Sandy, Margo, Laura and
Lindsay and dear papa
and brother to the family.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

BLACK -  Malcolm,
David, Iain and Kirsty of-
fer their sincere thanks to
all relatives, friends and
neighbours, who contrib-
uted so much to their
comfort and solace by
their attendance at the
celebration of Dorothy's
life at Perth Crematorium
and by their generous let-
ters and cards. Special
thanks are due to Eliza-
beth,  Douglas,
Christopher and Bill, who
put the thoughts of every-
one so eloquently into
words, and to Tom for el-
evating everyone's spirits
with the music which
Dorothy so much loved.
A special thanks is due to
the Dr Morris Medical
Practice and Distr ict
Nurses for their comfort
and aid.  No praise is ad-
equate to describe skill,
pat ience,  wil l ingness,
good humour and human-
ity of ALL staff at Ward
32 in Ninewells Hospital,
Dundee. Over £700 will
be sent to Scottish Inter-
national Relief,  which
had evoked Dorothy's
sympathy and support
even in her own pain.
KELLY - The family of
Vincent Kelly and Joan
and family would like to
thank Fr Roddy Johnstone
for spiritual comfort and
all those who visited, sent
sympathy and Mass cards
and phone cal ls .  Dr
Douglas for calling to of-
fer his sympathy. Vin-
cent's mates at the shop,
Ian and Mary Kennedy
for music, Mike McFall
for funeral arrangements
and all who attended at
the church service and at
the graveside.  Many
thanks to them all. The
sum of £378.93 collected
for the Belford Hospital.
118 Kilmallie Road, Caol.
McCLOUNNAN  - The
family of the late David
McClounnan, Bayview,
Balephuil, Isle of Tiree,
wish to thank doctors,
nurses and carers of the
medical unit, Tiree, for all
their care and attention to
David.  Thanks to the Rev
P Williams and I Gillespie
for conducting the funeral
service, also Mrs I O Dea,
organist ,  fr iends and
neighbours for all their
help and letters of sympa-
thy and floral tributes.
Also thanks to all who
paid their last respects at
the church and graveside,
the Coop for funeral ar-
rangements and The Tiree
Lodge Hotel for catering.
A very special thanks to
Dr John Holliday for his
unfailing attention and to
Ian Smith for playing the
accordion at the church. -
Bayview, Balephuil ,
Tiree.

IN MEMORIAMS

ANDERSON - In loving
memory of a dear mother
and grandmother,
Margaret Mac Arthur, who
died on February 28,
2005.
What she suffered she told
but few
She did not deserve what
she went through
Tired and weary she made
no fuss
But tried so hard to stay
with us
She left a place no one can
fill
We miss her now and al-
ways will.
- Inserted by Sheila, Dave,
Iain and Catheryn.
CAMPBELL - In loving
memory of my husband,
Archie, died March 3,
1994.
Sadly missed along life's
way
Quietly remembered eve-
ryday.
- Dolina.
CAMPBELL - In loving
memory of our dear mum
and dad, sisters Betty and
Donalda and brother Hec-
tor, late of Kenovay, Tiree.
Always in our thoughts.
- Inserted by the family.
CLARK  -  In loving
memory of a dear mother,
mother-in-law and gran,
Peggy, who passed away
March 1, 2002, also re-
membering loved ones
gone before and since.
Always in our thoughts.
- Archie, Christine, Alan,
John and Helen.
GILLIES  -  In loving
memory of our precious
mum, Marion, died March
2, 2000 (late of Fassifern).
They say in time you do
forget
To some that may be true
No morning dawns no
night returns
Without a thought of you
Always with you mum.
- Cathie, Isobel and Ma-
rina.
GRANT   -  In loving
memory of our dear par-
ents Isabella, died  Feb-
ruary 28,  2005 and
Walter, died  October 15,
1993. Remembering also
Aunt Jenny and Uncle
Bill (Murphy) and their
son David.  Sadly missed
by Margaret ,  Bobby,
Allan,  Roger,  Maria,
Stewart ,  Ian and Aunt
Peggy and family,
Rothesay.

MACALLISTER  -  In
loving memory of John,
who died March 2, 2002.
Always fondly remem-
bered.
- Morag and family.
MACARTHUR -  Pre-
cious wonderful memo-
r ies  of  a  very specia l
granny, Effie, who died
on March 4, 2001.
You can shed tears
Because she has gone
Or you can smile because
she lived
Always in my thoughts.
- Linda xx.
MACCOLL - In loving
memory of a dear hus-
band, father and grandpa,
Dugie ,  who died sud-
denly on March 2, 2002.
Loved and remembered
always.
- Inserted by Margaret
and family, Benderloch.
MACDONALD - In lov-
ing memory of  my
brother and our uncle,
Dian, who died on March
7, 1977 and loved ones
who have passed away
before and since.
Loved and remembered
always.
-  Freena and family,
Iochdar, Bunessan.
MACKINNON - In lov-
ing memory of our par-
ents and grandparents,
Hamish, died March 5,
1977 and Mary, Septem-
ber 20, 2004.
Please God forgive a si-
lent tear
A constant wish that you
were here
Others  have los t  we
know that's true
But you were ours and
we miss you so.
Love from your girls.
- Johan, Annie, Marion
and families, Killin and
Fersit.
MACLEAN  - Precious
memories of a dear mum,
mum-in-law and granny,
Sheila, who died March
2, 2003.We love and miss
you so much.
- from Flora, John, John,
Kevin and Annemaree x.
MACLEAN - Treasured
memories of my darling
husband,  Calum,  who
died so  suddenly  on
March 1, 1992. R.I.P.
Calum, death can never
part us
Your  love  is  s t i l l  my
guide
As I travel on life's jour-
ney
You are always by my
side.
-  With  a l l  my love
Chrissie xx.
MACLEOD - In memory
of  Capta in  Donald
MacLeod, Kilchoan who
passed away on March 1,
1996.
Always remembered.
- Inserted  by nephew
Hugh.
MACNEIL - In loving
memory of a dearly loved
husband and fa ther,
Donald Joseph, who died
March 1,  1988. Those
special years cannot re-
turn when we were all to-
gether
But in our hearts held
close by love, you'll walk
with us forever.
- Inserted by his loving
wife and family Vatersay
and Oban.
MACQUARRIE  -  In
loving memory of  my
dear husband Ian, who
died March 7, 1984.
Not just today Ian, but
everyday, in silence I re-
member.
-  Your  loving wife
Theresa.
McNEILL  -  Loving
thoughts of Alasdair, a
dear husband, dad and
grampa who died at home
in Colonsay on March 7,
2001.
The five years since you
left us
Have brought changes
for us all.
Still the years we shared
together
Left happy memories we
recall.
- Eleanor and all the fam-
ily.
SINCLAIR - Treasured
memories  of  our  dear
parents  and grandpar-
ents, Helen, who died on
February  5 ,  1991 and
Jimmy who died March
3, 2004.
Not just today
But everyday
We think about you both.
- Irene, Angus, Eilidh,
Donald and Iona, Islay.
SUTHERLAND -  In
loving memory of a dear
husband,  fa ther  and
grandfather, Neil, who
died February 27, 1996.
Always in our thoughts.
- Margaret and family.
TAYLOR - Mary, who
died on March 1, 2000.
I miss you now and al-
ways will
You left a space no-one
could fill
In heaven above so free
from stress
I 'm sure that you're at
peace and rest.
Always on my thoughts.
- Jim Cullen.
THOULESS - Treasured
memories of our loving
daughter,  Carina,  who
was suddenly taken from
us on February 20, 2003.
You are always in our
hearts
We miss you so much
Love you always.
- Mum, dad, Lianne and
Sean.

HEGARTY -
MACDOUGALL -
Simon and Gemma are
delighted to announce
the safe arrival of their
daughter Cara Louise,
born Thursday February
23, 2006 at Royal
Alexandra Hospital, Pais-
ley.

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 5 March 2006

Lent 1
St John’s Cathedral, Oban

Holy Communion ............ 0800
Sung Eucharist ................. 1015

Sunday School and Creche
Loop System

Large Print Hymn Books
All welcome

Norman MacCallum, Provost
�(01631) 562323
Kilbrandon Kirk

Holy Eucharist ................. 1515
Christ Church, Lochgilphead

Loop System
Holy Eucharist ................. 1100

St Columba, Poltalloch,
Kilmartin

Holy Eucharist ................ 0900
St Columba, Gruline, Mull

Holy Eucharist ..................1100
St Columba, Bishop’s House,

Iona
Holy Eucharist ................. 1000

ECCLESIASTICAL
NOTICES

DESTINY

CHURCH

OBAN

Sunday 5 March

Drummore School

Lower Soroba

Oban

11 a.m.

FRIENDSHIP and

SELF-ESTEEM

Speaker:

Christina Macaulay

Telephone:

01631

564283

www.destiny-church.com

ASSOCIATED
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church
Sunday 5 March 2006
11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.

Phone-In ‘Worship Link’
available

Wednesday 8 March 2006
7.30 p.m.

Prayer and Bible Ministry
 Rev. Archie McPhail

MA, MTh
�(01631) 567076

All welcome

CRAIG LODGE,
DALMALLY,

ARGYLL
Come and join us for an

evening of
SONGS, PRAISE,
WORSHIP AND

HEALING
led by

Craig Lodge Community
�Ask God’s Blessing on
your and your families

�Receive Jesus’ love in your
heart

�Experience the peace and
joy of the Holy Spirit
through music and song
Followed by tea and a cake!

All welcome
Sunday 5 March

7 p.m.
Telephone 01838 200216

CHRISTIAN women of South Africa invite men, women
and young people from around the world to share with
them in the World Day of Prayer Service being held to-
morrow (Friday).
  The chosen theme is ‘Signs of the times’.

In the service we are invited to take courage in the Risen
Lord who is THE sign of all times. The people of South
Africa are known as the ‘Rainbow Nation’, since many
colours and races comprise their national make-up. There
are 11 official languages and a variety of cultures.

The problems of unemployment, drug addiction and
HIV/AIDS overwhelm them.

The Christians’ prayer is that we may all be signs of
hope and compassion in the world, joining together to
build up the kingdom of God.

The first Friday in March gives people from Christian
communities in over 180 countries the opportunity to
worship and pray on a common theme.

In Scotland services are held in locations as diverse as
prisons, churches, schools, universities, hospitals, even-
tide homes, hostels for the homeless and shopping cen-
tres.

Offerings from these are given to Scottish Bible Soci-
ety and Feed the Minds, for Christian literature work.

The World Day of Prayer to be held in St John’s Cathe-
dral, Oban at 3pm on Friday March 3, 2006 gives an
opportunity to pray for and with people of South Africa
and share in a time to praise and worship with fellow
Christians in your local community.

Main service is at 3pm on March 3 at St John’s Cathe-
dral.  The leader is Provost Norman MacCallum.

There will also be a Service in Eader Glynn on the
morning of Friday March 3, leader to be Jane Elliot from
St John’s.

Mary MacKay, Gallanach, Local World Day of
Prayer  Co-ordinator.

Archie

Mackay

ARCHIE Mackay a person
well known to all who at-
tended the bi-Annual Mod
Vancouver will be sorry to
hear that Archie has passed
away and leaves a gap
which will be impossible to
fill.

This news was received
everywhere with great sad-
ness.

Scotland has lost an am-
bassador, Gaelic has lost a
champion and his loving
family have lost a highly
respected man who was a
caring and sharing gentle-
man.

Born in Perth, Scotland,
he was raised on the Island
of Luing and he was very
proud of his background.

He had to meet the chal-
lenge facing many an Island
lad and that was the need to
move to the mainland to
commence a career and
with his natural gifts and
abilities he became a suc-
cessful auto mechanic and
served his apprenticeship
with Wilsons of Oban.

From there he went to
Leith Nautical College and
became a marine engineer
and in that capacity served
on board Esso Tankers with
a great deal of his sea serv-
ice on the Esso Exeter.

His acquired skills he ap-
plied with his accumulated
expertise and he was rarely

idle.  He met and married
Dolly Fraser from Gravir,
Lewis, who was a nurse at
the Glasgow Royal Infir-
mary and together they set
off for a new life in Canada
in 1974.

They faced the new world
that was in front  of all emi-
grants and had to adapt and
adopt to the Canadian way
of life without losing one
iota of their Island back-
ground and culture.

The British Columbia
Highland Games got the
benefit of Archie’s organi-
sational ability and he gave
to them, as he did to the
Masonic Craft and many
others, a dedicated enthusi-
asm that inspired others to
greater effort.

The Vancouver Gaelic
choir recruited two mem-
bers with Archie and Dolly
giving them their input
which was an invaluable
one.

Archie also served as the
president of Mod Vancou-
ver and the Vancouver
Gaelic Society had the ben-
efit of his knowledge.

As a member of the Scot-
tish Cultural Society he
helped in every way that he
could and Archie was one
of those men that anyone
and everyone was pleased
to have around.

At the Vancouver Mod he
worked all hours available
to assist and himself and
Dolly were there when re-
quired and for as long as
they were required.

Visitors from Scotland
enjoyed the warmth and
hospitality of his home and
all those who attended Mod
Vancouver would recall
meeting him and the great
pleasure with which he
greeted them.

To Dolly in her time of
great loss and to the fam-
ily- his two sons Fraser and
Grant,  daughter Lesley and
her husband Scott and his
precious grand daughter
Brooke and all those who
had the pleasure of know-
ing him, all mourn his pass-
ing.

A memorial service was
held at St.John’s Presbyte-
rian Church ,White Rock.

Am bas le cafag a
sgathadh ‘s a buain

Gun duine ni suas an call
MM

Dorothy

Anne Willis

DOROTHY Anne Willis
(always known as Doranne)
was as closely interwoven
in the fabric of Lismore as
anyone could be, but when
she first arrived, nearly half
a century ago, she was an
incomer, which only goes
to show how misleading
such a description can be.

Doranne was in fact a
well-travelled person; she
had crossed the Atlantic
several times before she
was five years old.

She was born in 1922 in
the US state of Massachu-
setts where her father,
George Brown, himself a
Perthshire man, was teach-
ing philosophy at Amherst
College and elsewhere.

When Doranne was still
very young, these academic
moves brought George to
the Moral Philosophy de-
partment of Glasgow Uni-
versity, and there Doranne
grew up.  Then came the
war which meant that
Doranne’s own studies at
Glasgow University were

truncated and she joined the
FANYs - the front-line First
Aid Yeomanry of the First
World War.

This suited her exactly
since it didn’t matter how
tall or short their members
were if they were great of
heart. She served in India
and Ceylon, and had some
quite adventurous times.

After the war she came to
London to complete her
studies at Birkbeck College
and then began her teach-
ing career at a small but in-
dependently-minded school
in North London.

She also met Bill Willis
which changed and deter-
mined both their lives.

They married in Glasgow
just short of fifty years ago,
and spent their honeymoon
at Park on Lismore, then in
the most rudimentary state
of repair after some years
of disuse. It was a perfect
demonstration of the pow-
ers of human affection over
mere humdrum conven-
ience; it was also, maybe,
the decisive influence in
their conviction that
Lismore was the place they
wanted to make their home
and live and work.

Application, persistence
and chance combined, a
year later - 1958 - to install
Doranne as the teacher of
what had recently become,
at Baligarve, the only
Lismore school. There were
only two pupils at the time.
Doranne and Bill moved in
to the old schoolhouse and
set to work and they did not
stop, in their different ways,
from that day almost to this.
Caroline, Frances and Mark
were born and spent their
early childhood at
Baligarve and later as the
school grew and the new
premises were built at
Achnacroish, they all
moved into the new but
rather small schoolhouse
with the sea, to Bill’s spe-
cial delight, close at hand.
There they were joined af-
ter her father’s death by
Doranne’s mother Dolly.

Two generations of chil-
dren were taught by
Doranne, before her even-
tual retirement in 1987, and
this was not merely a trans-
mission of ‘book-learning’
- though Doranne, a life-
long devourer of books, had
a high regard for what could
be learned from them. She
imparted all she had to give
of her own gifts and
enthusiasms: a love of ad-
venture, the difference be-
tween persons and their in-
dividual value, appreciation
of natural beauty, indeed
her love of life itself. She
taught too the tolerance and
patience which the young
don’t often find so easy, till
they see someone exercis-
ing these qualities herself.

These were, I believe,
Doranne’s gifts to Lismore,
bestowed without stint over
all her years here.

You can’t quantify happi-
ness or pin it down to this
or that circumstance.

You can if you like call it
good fortune, when fortune
means something wholly
different than what’s
counted in banks.  Doranne
was, in the best and most
beautiful sense, a lucky per-
son. She was lucky in Bill,
as Bill was lucky in her, and
as her children are lucky.
She was lucky to find and
make a life on Lismore, and
Lismore was lucky to have
her.

CS

Thought for the week

An invitation to join the

World Day of Prayer

Dorothy

Black

WARM tributes have been
paid to Mrs Dorothy Black,
St Andrews, who died in
Ninewells Hospital on Feb-
ruary 14 after a brave bat-
tle with cancer.

Dorothy (68), of Buch-
anan Gardens, worked for
many years in administra-
tion in the School of Eng-
lish at the University of St
Andrews, and her immense
contribution was recog-
nised by friends and col-
leagues at her funeral last
Friday.

 Brought up mainly in
Oban, where her family
owned the former Marine
Hotel and Caledonian Ho-
tel, she was educated in the

 town.
Her family moved to

Spalding in Lincolnshire,
then Oxford during the Sec-
ond World War, when her
father served in the RAF.

She and her husband,
Malcolm, met while pupils
at Oban High School,
where they were school
captains in the same year.
Dorothy went on to study at
Edinburgh University, then
Moray House College, win-
ning the prestigious runner-
up teaching prize for her
year.

Her first teaching post, in
1960, was in Inverlochy
Primary School in Fort Wil-
liam, while Malcolm taught
at Lochaber High.

The couple, who married
in 1961, then moved to
posts in British Columbia in
Canada and later to Aus-
tralia before returning to
Scotland.

On the birth of their first
son, David, in 1964, they
were accorded the unique
honour of the school
where they had been pu-
pils being granted a cel-
ebratory half-day holiday!

The couple had three of
a family, brought up in Lo-
chgilphead, where
Malcolm headed the Eng-
lish and Social Subjects
department at the local
secondary school.

They moved to St An-
drews when Malcolm took
up a post with Dundee
University and Dorothy
began working for the
University of St Andrews.

She retired three years
ago and the high esteem in
which she was held by col-
leagues was marked at her
funeral in Perth Cremato-
rium when Professor Doug-
las Dunn and Dr
Christopher MacLachlan,
of the school of English,
each paid warm tributes to
her.

Professor Elizabeth Craik,
of the University’s Depart-
ment of Greek, and a long-
time friend of Dorothy and
her family, spoke with great
insight of the loss shared by
family and friends.

Aside from her family,
Dorothy’s great love was
her choral work, and, at her
funeral, the former conduc-
tor of St Andrews Chorus,
Tom Duncan, paid his own
musical tribute to her life.

Friends and family
packed the crematorium for
the service, conducted by
the Rev Dr Bill MacIntyre,
of Crail, a lifetime friend of
the family.

Dorothy is survived by
her husband, sons David
and Iain and daughter,
Kirsty.

RD

Obituaries
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New record for Lochaber runner
JOHN Hepburn was a man
in a hurry at the weekend
as he shaved nearly one-
and-a-half minutes of the
Vitrified Fort race record.

More than 100 runners set
off in the penultimate Loch-
aber Athletic Club Winter
League race which was run
in cold but clear conditions.

John came home in 32
minutes, 22 seconds with
runner-up Ken Rumgay
continuing  a season of con-
sistent performances, fin-
ishing in 35 minutes, 14
seconds.

Six seconds later and John
Grant from Oban Athletic
Club came home in a time
which was more than four
minutes faster than his ef-
forts in the same race last
year.

In a day full of personal
bests and fast times,
Stephen Cant ran an excel-
lent fourth place, only eight
seconds behind John.

Nicola Meekin was first
female home, an impressive
five minutes faster than last
year for a clear win in 38
minutes, 37 seconds.

Lyndsey Shaw was sec-
ond in a time of 39 minutes,
56 seconds with Chloe

Athletics
Katie MacLennan, who was
third.
Results:
1 John Hepburn, Lochaber AC,
32:22; new record; 2 Ken
Rumgay, LAC, 35:14; 3 John
Grant, Oban AC, 35:20; 4
Stephen Cant, LAC, 35:28; 5
Pele Munro, LAC, 35:44; 6 Neil
Waslidge, Oban AC, 37:51; 7
Stuart Gray, LAC, 38:03; 8 Ken
Whyte, LAC, 38:13; 9 Spook
Munro, LAC, 38:25; 10 Graham
MacNab, LAC, 38:28; 11 Wil-
liam Boa, LAC, 38:31; 12
Ronnie Turner, LAC, 38:34; 13
Nicola Meekin, Oban AC, 38:37;
14 Peter Duggan, LAC, 39:29;
15 Lyndsey Shaw, LAC, 39:56;
16 Roger Boswell, 40:46; 17
Dave Ford, LAC, 40:49; 18 Jim
Treasurer, LAC, 41:14; 19 Chloe
Patterson, LAC, 41:31; 20 Nix
Forster, LAC, 41:43; 21 Jim
Stewart, LAC, 42:25; 22
Raymond Murdoch, LAC, 42:39;
23 Sara Byrne, LAC, 43:12; 24
John Dougan, LAC, 43:17; 25
Andrew Finniemore, LAC,
43:29; 26 Colin Denny, LAC,
43:37; 27 Ernie Orr,  LAC,
44:46; 28 Amanda Blackhall,
LAC, 44:47; 29 Theresa
Mackay, LAC, 47:08; 30 Ian
Adams, 49:13; 31 Clare
Rumgay, LAC, 50:21; 32
Martine Cooper, 52:09; 33
Fiona O’Donnell, 52:13; 34
Aileen Kitson, LAC, 52:36; 35
Morag Aitken, LAC, 52:57; 36
Lynne Donoghue, 53:29; 37
Christine Dougan, LAC, 56:05;
38 Elma Murdoch, LAC, 56:59;
39 June Watt, LAC, 59:01; 40
Mairi Ferguson, LAC, 60:59.

Patterson continuing her
return to form as she fin-
ished third.

The over-50 men’s com-
petition saw Ken Whyte
continue his unbeaten sea-
son, winning in 38 minutes,
13 seconds and finishing
eighth overall.

Roger Boswell, who was
recently named 2005 Scot-
tish Hill Runner of the Year,
was runner-up two minutes
later.

For the juniors this was
the final race to complete
the required three races in
order to determine league
places and to receive a spe-
cially designed t-shirt from
league sponsors OffBeat
Bikes.

Connor Gillies won the
under-15 race in 17 min-
utes, 27 seconds with Cara
MacKay and Maxene
Fraser second and third re-
spectively.

Iain Foggo led from the
start in the Under 13 race
determined to secure his
first league title, which he
did with a win in 13 min-
utes, 20 seconds. Stephen
MacPhee was runner-up

and Ryan Denny third.
After an excellent per-

formance to come 28th in
the Scottish National Cross
Country Championships
last week,  Kirsten
Moynihan won the under
13 girls race, Kathleen
Cameron followed in sec-
ond place and Marie Oliver
was third.

Overall under-13 league
winner Claire Kennedy
missed the race following a
busy week in which  she
was the runner-up at
Gordonstone in the North
Schools Cross-Country
Championships, competing
in the older under-15 age
group race.  Claire then
competed in the final North
League Cross-Country race
last Saturday at Elgin which
she won.

The under-11 race had the
biggest field and it was
good to see some new faces
competing with Sean
Munro setting a course
record of eight minutes, 25
seconds to win.  Mairead
MacPhee was first girl,
which means she now
shares the overall title with

No show for ‘showman’ at

this year’s six days trial
A FOUR times winner of
the Scottish Six Days Trial
will not be competing at
this year’s event after pull-
ing out.

Despite being on the pro-
visional list of riders, Steve
Colley, nicknamed ‘The
Showman’, will now not be
riding because of other
work commitments.

Mairi Jenkins, spokes-
woman for the event, said
Colley’s absence was a ‘big
disappointment’.

She said: ‘I know he’ll be
missed by the spectators in
particular as he always puts
on an impressive show.’

The trial will start on May
1 with a starting grid of 275
riders and 14 lucky indi-
viduals will receive a late
entry at the weekend after
some entry fees were not
paid in full.

Mairi said the dry weather

of the past few weeks in
Fort William bode well for
the trial.

She said: ‘The weather
over the winter in Fort Wil-
liam has been relatively
kind so that should mean
that the moors are holding

less water and should there-
fore be a little easier to
cross than they have been
in recent years.

‘We have taken the deci-
sion to increase the number
of riders from the standard
270 to 275.

‘In the past we’ve tried in-
creasing the numbers to 280
but that proved unsuccess-
ful when the weather took
a turn for the worse so this
year we are taking it down
to a more manageable
level.’

Another change is that
every bike must now dis-
play a registration plate or
will not be allowed to start
the trial.

Mairi added that the com-
plicated work on devising
this year’s route was ‘pro-
gressing well’.

‘The main outline is due
to be decided within the
next fortnight and the team
will then start working on
the location of exact sec-
tions,’ she said.

The trial is organised
every year by Edinburgh
and District Motor Cycle
Club.

Ardnamurchan girls win

small schools league

Fort lose at

home despite

late fightback

An excellent cross by
Jonathon Hewitt was nearly
touched into his own net by
Gibson.

Moments later a Stuart
Pearce shot from at least 25
yards flashed over the
Rothes crossbar.

However, two minutes
later Rothes killed the game
with a third goal from Paul
Winton who scored from
the edge of the Fort penalty
box.

To their credit Fort re-
fused to give up and scored
from an indirect free kick
10 yards from the goal line
which was deflected by
James Irvine.

The latter stages of the
match saw Rothes strike the
woodwork but they
couldn’t add to their two-
goal lead.

Motorcycling Football

Fort William Winter In-
door League results:

Russels Rovers 3 Five
Alive 5, Celtic 3 Ben Nevis
Leisure 3, Lochaber Bar 6
Torlundy Rovers 4, Loch-
aber Leisure 10 Caley Boys
2, Mean Machine 2 Balla-
chulish, Morrisons 3 BT 0,
Scatter A Halfs 2 Scotrail
3.

                        Pld.    Pts.
Lochaber Bar    12      33
Scotrail             12       31
B. Nevis Les.    12       28
Lochaber Les.    12       27
Morrisons          12       24
Russels Rovers  12       20
Five Alive          12       19
Celtic                 12       16
Ballachulish        12         14
BT                     12         12
Scatter Halfs        12         11
Caley Boys      12        11
Torlundy              12       11
Mean Machine    12      2

Fixtures March 5:
BT v Lochaber Leisure,

Ballachulish v Scatter a
Halfs, Ben Nevis Leisure v
Mean Machine, Caley Boys
v Celtic, Russels Rovers v
Lochaber Bar, Scotrail v
Five Alive, Torlundy Rov-
ers v Morrisons.

Winter

league

results

Football

Pictured are the girls of the Ardnamurchan senior football team who won the
small schools league (South) trophy.

The girls also got to the semi-final stage of the Highland School knock-out
competition where they played Ullapool High School.

Despite playing well the girls unfortunately didn’t make it to the final after
being beaten by three goals to one. f09grl01

More than 100 runners set off on the Vitrified Fort Race at the weekend, the penultimate race in the Lochaber Athletic Club
winter league.
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Strontian

team aim for

wooden spoon

The six days trial riders parade in Fort William
last year.

A TEAM of competitors
from Strontian will be tak-
ing part in a charity chal-
lenge which aims to con-
quer the four highest moun-
tains in England, Ireland,
Scotland and Wales.

It is the 10th year that hus-
band and wife team, Alan
and Sheila Thomson have
taken part in the Wooden
Spoon Four Peaks Chal-
lenge and they have so far
raised a total of £60,000 for
disabled and disadvantaged
children.

Sixty teams of fundraisers
will conquer Ben Nevis,
Helvellyn, Snowdon and
Carantouhill in June and
July this year.

The Wooden Spoon char-
ity is the official charity of
the British and Irish Rugby
Union. The charity raises
over £1 million each year
supporting a wide range of
good causes throughout the
United Kingdom.

Hillwalking

Highland League
Fort William 1

Rothes 3

DESPITE a late fight back,
Fort William’s miserable
season continued at the
weekend as they went down
to Rothes at home.

After seven minutes
Rothes striker Mike Ewen
drilled a low drive into the
left hand post of Fort keeper
McRitchie to put the visi-
tors ahead.

Midway through the first
half and it was two goals to
the good for Rothes.

Brian Whitlock scored
from close range after Fort
failed to clear a set piece
delivery into their box.

Despite their first half
domination Rothes failed to
add to their lead and early
in the second half Fort went
close to turning the game.

Oban High

gym girls in

the medals

Wheelers roll

up at Wolftrax

Cycling

WEST Highland Wheelers
travelled to Wolftrax at
Laggan for the sixth round
of the Off Beat Bikes Win-
ter League.

A beautiful day greeted
the riders as they enjoyed
the fine swooping
singletrack descents.

Donald Paterson showed
some of his old form, com-
ing in first in front of Tom
Smith and an excellently-
placed Gavin Maclean.

KT Tuer’s long trip from
Lochgilphead proved to be
worthwhile as she took the
ladies’ race ahead of Nicky
Sharratt and Colleen
Foggo.

Graham Neagle was the
first junior home with
James Shirley running him
a close second.

Thanks to Lindsay and the
gang at Wolftrax, John and
Maggie T for course-setting
and to Helen Maclean for
able assistance.

The riders retired to the
café for post-race analysis
over the carrot cake and to
discuss tactics for the re-
maining 3 rounds.

Next stop is Tomich on the
March 19.
Wolftrax Winter League 6:
1 Donald Paterson, 41.14;
2 Tom Smith, 42.35; 3
Gavin Maclean, 44.25; 4
Michael Bossard, 44.56; 5
Graham Neagle, 45.11,
first junior; 6 Calum
Anderson, 45.24; 7
James Shirley, 45.42,
seocnd junior; 8 Nick
Charlton, 48.47; 9 Jim
Melvin, 49.50; 10 Gregor
Muir, 51.19; 11 Andrew
Foggo, 53.15; 12 KT Tuer,
54.05, first lady; 13 Andy
Rogers,55.26; 14 Nicky
Sharratt,55.34, s e c o n d
lady; 15 Colin Johnstone,
56.13; 16 Peter Grant,
57.12; 17 Gavin Linfield,
57.32; 18 Phil Kyle, 58.02;
19 Colleen Foggo,
 58.08, third lady; 20 Mar-
tin MacDonald, 59.30; 21
Sam MacPherson, 59.47;
22 Sarah Maclennan,
62.05; 23 Henry McNicol,
62.39; 24 Alison Heger,
75.47; 25 Stuart Strachan,
76.50; 26 Evelyn
Maclennan, 81.00; 27 Dun-
can Gunn, 82.45, third jun-
ior; 28 Fiona Gunn, DNF.

Gymnastics

Oban High School Gymnastics Club’s first year
team competed at the regional round of the

Scottish Schools Gymnastics Championships in
Perth on Sunday and gained bronze medals. This

is the first gymnastics competition that the team of
Chloe Wilkie, Jenny Livingstone, Hazal Holzke
and Katie Sims have entered and they may have
qualified for the finals, which will also be held in
Perth, in April. The girls are pictured with their

coach Mrs. Warburton.

INVERARAY Shinty Club
opened their new clubhouse
and changing rooms this
week, before competing with
Bute for a trophy previously
thought lost forever.

The new £125,000 build-
ing was officially opened
by Ernie MacPherson, In-
veraray Shinty Club’s imme-
diate past chairman. Current
chairman Brian Wilkinson
also welcomed Andy Kelly
of sportscotland, which con-
tributed £61,500 towards the
project; Councillor Alison
Hay and Donald MacKenzie
of the Camanachd Associa-
tion to the ceremony.

After Mr MacPherson had
cut the tape to declare the
building open, the teams
moved to the Winterton park

Shinty

to contest the Lord Archibald
Campbell Cup. The small sil-
ver trophy had been missing
for many years, before being
discovered in a skip in Inver-
ness last year. The cup was
given to the Camanachd As-
sociation, which returned the
trophy to Inveraray.

A gripping match played in
warm and sunny conditions
saw the home side win 4-1.

Besides the grant from
sportscotland, funding for the
clubhouse was also provided
by Argyll and the Islands
Enterprise, which contrib-
uted £20,000, and Argyll and
Bute Council, which pro-
vided £5,000. The club con-
tributed £25,000 of its own

funds to the project, with a
further £14,000 coming
through work in kind.

Julie Bracewell OBE,
chairwoman of sportscot-
land, said: ‘sportscotland is
delighted to have supported
the building of Inveraray
Shinty Club’s new clubhouse
with an award of £61,500
from the sportscotland sports
facilities programme, which
will see the club and commu-
nity benefit.

‘This is another example
of sportscotland’s commit-
ment to providing commu-
nities across Scotland with
quality accessible sports fa-
cilities, thereby encourag-
ing more people to partici-
pate in sport on a regular
basis.’

Inveraray celebrate new centre

and retain ‘lost’ Campbell trophy

Bute captain Hector Whitelaw (centre left) presents Inveraray captain Euan
McMurdo with a commemorative plate to mark the opening of the new
clubhouse . Also pictured are, from left, Andy Kelly of sportscotland,

Councillor Alison Hay, Inveraray Shinty Club chairman Brian Wilkinson,
Donald MacKenzie of the Camanachd Association and Ernie MacPherson,

immediate past chairman of Inveraray Shinty Club a09inv01
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LAST WEEK’S SHINTY BALL WAS HERE. . .

This week's nearest the ball winners, who each receive £25 are: Rhona Taylor, 3 Kirkton, Appin

 and Mrs M Fletcher, 12 Creran Gardens, Oban

All you have to do

We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  Now

look carefully at the position of the players and use your skill and

judgement to place a cross at the exact point where you think the

centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts on

this coupon at a cost of £1.

If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate coupons.

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 per

week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of your

cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the

entry will be void.  Prizes will be shared between those submitting

correct entries.

If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will be

awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be awarded

that week.

Easy to enter

Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per

20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to reach "Spot

the Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban,

Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon on Tuesday.

You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Office, Lochavullin,

Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules

No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, mislaid

or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.

The Company’s decision is final on all matters relating to the competition

and no correspondence will be entered into. The final decision rests with

the Company.

In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared

equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the  awarding

of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.

The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and void

at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the price of

the coupon to any person who has entered the competition at that time.

Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their immediate relatives and any

person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible to enter.

I enclose £1 (note) for 20 crosses (tick box) � The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may

enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules.

How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen.  Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1.

Name_________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________Tel No.______________________

Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

WIN

£2150

ShintyCLUTCHING old hockey
and shinty sticks and bits of
wood, a group of young
boys in Ardnamurchan
High School walked into
their Gaelic teacher’s class-
room and wanted to know
why they couldn’t have
proper camans to play
shinty.

Six months later and not
only do the budding young
shinty players have shiny
new camans but their very
own team and club to boot.

On March 4, history will
be made when
Ardnamurchan Camanachd
take a leap into the un-
known when they play their
first ever fixture against
Glenurquhart in North Di-
vision Three.

Dubliner Colm O’Rua is
the Gaelic teacher in the
high school and said the
club sprang from young-
sters simply playing shinty
together.

He said: ‘Shinty is more
popular in the school here
than football.  The boys just
began playing on the shinty
park at the back of the
school.  They just used any-
thing to hand, old hockey
and shinty sticks and even
just bits of wood nailed to-
gether.

‘It all just came together.
A lot of people around here
had said the shinty pitch
beside the school is a pink
elephant.  It has been demo-
cratic from the start and
everybody voted to join the
league.

Much like the debate over
the name for the high
school which only opened
in 2001, there were consid-
erable discussions over
what to call the club given
that its players hail from a
huge area spanning
Ardnamurchan, Morvern,
Ardgour and Moidart.

 But perhaps more impor-
tantly, was a shinty club a
realistic possibility?

 Dougie Fraser who was
one of the key figures in the
formation of Musselburgh
Camanchd in 1995 is the
first team coach.  His ‘can
do approach’ saw him in-
strumental in the formation
of Musselborough in an
area which could hardly be
described as a shinty hot-
bed.

Dougie says there is a
great enthusiasm amongst
the players and feels estab-
lishing a structure for the
club is important if it is to
survive in the long term.

In August 2005,
Camanachd Association
development coach Ronald
Ross visited Strontian and
held a training course.

Colm said: ‘We then
started doing primary train-
ing with 10 to 18 kids com-
ing here and set up a con-
stitution for a junior club
which was going to be af-

filiated with Kilmallie who
have been a great help to us.
We thought four or five
years down the line we
would set up a club.’

But the sheer numbers
playing shinty in Strontian
sparked a meeting in Octo-
ber and Ardnamurchan
Camanachd was born.

One-quarter of
Ardnamurchan High
School’s pupil roll is regis-
tered with the club and the
first team squad will be
made up from a pool of sen-
ior players and the older
under-17s.

Colm freely admits the
club’s formation has been
very quick.    He said:
‘Some would say too fast
but you have just got to get
on with it.  We do need
more experienced players
because this is a huge step
and I am actively trying to
recruit players.

‘It is a huge step but a
natural progression.  We
have got a club with a sen-
ior team, under-17 and un-
der 13 team, all in the space
of six months.  But we think
it is really good for the kids
because they are part of an
area.  That is one of the
most positive things in that
they will be competing for
their area.  There is real ex-
citement, we are really up
for it.’

Originally from Ayrshire,

Ally Strachan is a fish farmer
in Lagabay, Glenborrodale.
He captained the St Andrews
University shinty team be-
fore Dougie Fraser in the
mid-1980s and is now one of
the fledgling club’s senior
players.

He said: ‘I did a bit of
training with Kinlochshiel
when I was living in Skye.
But I packed it in for a
number of years.  Last year
I was very busy on the fish
farm but this year I decided
to make time for shinty be-
cause you can spend too
much time working.’

Ally was speaking to The
Oban Times before training
on a cold February night but
20 players were still wait-
ing to get started.

Ally said: ‘The boys are
good and are as keen as
mustard.  It’s starting to
take off now.  They are keen
but not very experienced.
My youngest son starts in
the high school in the sum-
mer so he has been coming
here for training.

‘We want to consolidate
and gain experience.  We
are not going to go out and
blaze a few games because
quite a lot of them haven’t
played a match before.
There are a few old dogs
out there.’

Not so much ‘old dogs’
but young pups are under-
17 captain Robert Nairn
and under-14 skipper Mark
Brazendale.

Robert played shinty
when he was a first year
pupil at Lochaber High be-
fore moving to
Ardnamurchan High when
it opened in 2001.  Both
young players and their peers
are what Ardnamurchan is all
about says Colm.

Former Oban Celtic for-
ward John Nudds probably
wouldn’t appreciate being
called ‘an old dog’ but he is
one of the few Ardna-
murchan players with league
experience.

More commonly known

as ‘Weeb’, John has worked
for a number of years as a
shepherd on the Ardtornish
Estate in Morvern.  Living
in Lochaline, John says he
always intended playing for
a local club if one was es-
tablished.

John only stopped playing
for Celtic last season after
a number of years con-
nected with the club.

John said: ‘It is absolutely
tremendous just being in-
volved.  It is phenomenal.
I have never seen a set up
like it before, we have  sen-
iors, under-17 and under 14
teams.

John is impressed with the
calibre of young players
saying: ‘One of two of them
will go all the way.  We are
not looking to win many
games but just want to get
experience and games with
these boys here.  The likes of
Dougie and Colm are putting
100 per cent into this.

‘It is all about playing
shinty, enjoying it, going
away and seeing different
places - and good craic.’

Charlie MacFarlane from
Glenfinnan who advised the
club on the colours the club
could adopt, believes there
will be plenty support for
the club.

Charlie said: ‘I know they
played shinty in the school
in Glenfinnan in the 1920s
and 1930s but there weren’t
enough players for a team.
There was a tradition of
playing shinty in Acharacle
but I don’t know how big it
was.’

 ‘I remember we used to
have games in Glen Roy
which would be 30-a-side
involving men, women and
children because I would
provide the piped music.

The club wants the com-
munity to get behind it in
what could prove a tough
debut season.

Colm said: ‘We want the
area to recognise that there
is a shinty club.  To come
along and watch or for par-
ents to run their kids to train-
ing or games.  We want the
players to compete and im-
prove themselves, which will
certainly take a few games.’

The weekend before
Colm spoke to The Oban
Times the junior team had
played in a five-a-side tour-
nament in Fort William and
their performances had
lifted the entire club with
other coaches impressed
with the quality of their play.

But what Colm was par-
ticularly delighted with was
the fact that 20 youngsters
went up to support their
friends in Fort.

That, to him and every-
body connected with
Ardnamurchan Camanchd,
is what the new club is all
about; playing for the area
you come from and playing
with, and for, your friends.

New club ready for new season

Ardnamurchan’s under-17 captain Robert Nairn
and under-14 skipper Mark Brazendale. f07shn04

The club will be leaning on
the experience of former
Oban Celtic player John

Nudds. f07shn02

Ardnamurchan Camanachd line up before a training session. f07shn03

A R D N A M U R C H A N
Camanachd consulted local
historians about what colours
the team should wear and
decided on red jerseys with
black shorts and red and gold
hooped socks.

The colours were taken
from the MacIain coat of
arms which were the branch
of MacDonalds based at
Mingarry Castle.  The new
club’s badge has also been
adapted from the clan’s coat
of arms.

By August, the club hopes
to play its home games at
Drim na Torran beside the
high school but until then
will play at Knock Park in
Lochaline.

Club funds don’t appear to
be a problem.

Colm O’ Rua said: ‘We
have an advantage in that we
have a lot of musicians.  If
we need money then we’ll
just hold a ceilidh in the vil-
lage hall in Strontian.  We
have four accordion players
and a few pipers in the club.’

Shiel Buses are the junior
team sponsors with Shiel Ga-
rages the senior team sponsors.

The club trains on
Wenesdays at the high
school’s high school starting
at 6.30pm with junior train-
ing between 4.30pm and 6pm
on Tuesdays.

Colm says the club wants
to organise a primary school
league in the area and is de-
lighted that shinty will be in-
cluded in the physical educa-
tion curriculum at Ardna-
murchan High.

He said the PE teacher
Wendy Green had been a
great help to the club as had
school janitor Tommy
O‘Connor, a former Fort
William and Kilmallie
player.

Shinty

Saturday’s

fixtures

Marine Harvest
Premier League
Fort William v Oban Camanachd
Inveraray v Newtonmore
Kingussie v Kilmallie
Strathglass v Lochcarron

North Division One
Beauly v Inverness
Kinlochshiel v Glenurquhart
Lochaber v Lovat
Skye v Caberfeidh

North Division Two
Caberfeidh v Kingussie
Glengarry v Strathglass
Kilmallie v Skye
Lovat v Boleskine
Newtonmore v Fort William

North Division Three
Glenurquhart v Ardnamurchan
Inverness v Beauly
Kincraig v Kinlochshiel
Lochcarron v Lochaber
Nairn v Lochbroom

South Division One
GMA v Glenorchy
Kilmory v Bute
Kyles v Ballachulish
Lochside Rovers v Tayforth

South Division Two
Aberdour v GMA
ColGlen vKyles
Glenorchy v Inveraray
Oban Celtic v Strachur

Shinty

Lochcarron win

Isle of Skye

Trophy

LOCHCARRON made
their first trip to Castle
Leod, Strathpeffer in five
years and won the Isle of
Skye Trophy on Saturday.

Two goals by Alan
macKenzie and one from
Darren Coyle gave the Pre-
mier league team a com-
fortable 3-0 lead at half-
time but Caberfeidh came
back into the tie in the sec-
ond period and only a good
save from Michael
MacMillan in the visitors’
goal denied them at least a
consolation.

Lochcarron start their pre-
mier season away to
Strathglass while Caberfeidh
are away to Skye.

Shinty

Oban Camanachd retain

Carmichael memorial cup

OBAN Camanachd re-
tained the Carmichael Me-
morial Trophy after a less
than convincing victory
over an energetic Glasgow
Mid Argyll side at
Mossfield on Saturday.

After a minutes silence in

memory of referee Johnny
‘Ach’ MacRae, the home
side dominated the first half
and opened the scoring af-
ter seven minutes through
captain Steven Sloss.

Sloss then turned provider
for Fraser Inglis just before
the interval to double their
advantage and the tie
looked over when Aiden
MacIntyre clipped home a
third after a free hit.

However, Glasgow Mid
Argyll came back strongly
and snatched a goal back on
the hour through Sorley
MacDonald, with the
Skyeman’s play inspiring
his team-mates and result-
ing in another goal, this
time from Calum Simister,
with 20 minutes still to
play.

The home defence sur-
vived a nervous finish to the
match but had done enough
to retain the trophy for a
third consecutive season.
Former Association presi-
dent Donald Skinner pre-
sented the trophy with
Sorley MacDonald deserv-
edly taking the Man of the
Match award

Oban Camanachd captain Stephen Sloss

MacDougall League Cup winners Kyles Athletic

Shinty

Young Kyles win MacDougall Trophy

THE Kyles Athletic Under 17
team added the MacDougall
League Cup to their trophy
collection in what has been an
outstanding season for the
youngsters.

Kyles and Oban Caman-
achd’s Under 17s met at
Glendaruel with Kyles domi-

nating the first-half with goals
from Grant Irvine and Roddy
MacLeod.

Camanachd came back into
the match after the break and
had a Lorne Dickie lob not
come back off the crossbar the

result might have been closer.
Irvine then had a penalty

saved before adding number
three with MacLeod scoring a
fourth before Ewan
MacCorquodale pulled a goal
back for Oban. Roddy Mac-
Donald completed the scoring
in a 5-1 convincing victory.

5 x 1

f07shn01

FORT WILLIAM travelled
to Aviemore on Sunday and
retained their North of Scot-
land Under 12 5-a-side title
for the third time.

In the first game  Fort were
two goals down against
Beauly but fought back to gain
a credible draw while,  in the
second game, they hit ran out
9-0 winners over Kincraig fol-
lowed by a 7-0 win over Loch-
broom.

A 6-0 win against Strath-
glass and a 3-1 win against
Kingussie saw Fort through
to the semi-final, where their
opponents were Kilmallie.

Fort were ready for this one
and ran out worthy winners
by five goals to two.

In the final against Beauly,
who had seen off Lochaber 3
- 0 in their semi, Fort William
won by four goals to three to
take the trophy back home.

All in a good perfomance
by the young Fort team, scor-
ing 36 for with 8 against in
the tournament.

Shinty

Fort win U 12s

Thursday 2 March 2006
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Up and down the

West Highlands boat

owners are coming out

of their winter hiberna-

tion and starting to pre-

pare for the mammoth

task of f i tt ing out for

launching.

Make no mistake, do

a good job now of get-

t ing your boat ready

and i t  w i l l  pay d iv i -

dends for you all sea-

son long; skimp and it ’ll

catch up w i th  you

when you least expect,

or want, it too.

First things first, if you

boat is in a yard find

out your l ift-in date -

you’ve got that dead-

l ine to work  to.  Re-

member also that sail

lofts are often under

pressure at this time of

year so get in there

f i r s t !  Sa i l s  must  be

taken out of their stow-

age and checked over

for wear. I t is always

advisable to get a pro-

fessional sail-maker to

see to this. Even the

slightest tear must be

repai red and i f  new

sails are needed get

that order in quickly.

Right now, it might all

look over whelming,

but planning, prepara-

tion and priorities will

make the whole job far

less daunting.

Start by cleaning the

hull and repairing any

scratches and gauges

with the appropriate

products.

On wooden boats,

sanding or touching-

up the hull may be re-

quired. When sound,

the hull should be pol-

ished and a protective

wax applied and you’ll

keep it looking pristine

throughout the season.

Your chandler has an

extens ive range of

products and the ex-

pert advice.

The bot tom should

have been scrubbed

and cleaned pre-lay

up to remove as much

of the old anti-fouling

as possible; work on

the bottom is very im-

portant. Don’t forget

that  you choice of

ant i - foul ing are dic-

tated by use and there

is a wide range of fin-

ishes avai lable f rom

specia l i s t  rac ing to

cruising.

Make sure the keep

shows no signs of rust-

ing or pitting; if there

are then make sure

you treat the problem

appropriately.

Replace the anode

as necessary.

Check the rudder

and skeg fitments for

any sings of wear and

tear and check also

the propel le r  and

grease well.

Once all that is in or-

der and all is well, anti-

fouling can be applied

by brush or  ro l le r.  I t

goes wi thout  say ing

that  you shou ld re-

member to read the

product instructions or

appl icat ion and use

protective clothing . . .

you’d be surprised how

many people don’t. If

all else fails, read the

instructions.

Next turn you atten-

tion to the engine and

get it well looked over.

I s  an o i l  and f i l te r

change in order?  Re-

member,  those or-

THERE is another wonderTHERE is another wonderTHERE is another wonderTHERE is another wonderTHERE is another wonder fulfulfulfulful
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ange-coloured boats

have RNLI written on

them, not RAC. Don’t

let your engine down

now and it won’t let you

down later.

Check the stern gear

and all hose and elec-

trical connections for

wear, and grease ap-

propr ia te ly.  Grease

seacocks and see that

bilge-pumps are work-

ing effectively.

Where gas is used the

system should be in-

spected annual  to

comply wi th regula-

tions.

Be sure to engage a

professional if unable

to undertake any task

yourself.

Batter ies should be

charged.

All deck gear should

be overhauled. Decks

and cockpits scrubbed

down and wood var-

nished as required.

It is essential to check

al l  the r igg ing and

where there are signs

of wear and tear, re-

place as necessary.

The masthead light,

aerial, wind instruments

and all blocks and fit-

ments  are eas ie r  to

check and repair be-

fo re the mast  i s

stepped. That also ap-

plies to all sheets, hal-

yards and fenders.

Look over  anchors,

chain and replace if

there is any corrosion

visible and make sure

a l l  deck f i t t ings  are

working properly.

Now you can move

inside and set to work

g iv ing ever y th ing a

good clean up. Get

into all the lockers and

bilges as well as the

galley area.

Winter-tired paintwork

can be freshened and

GRP polished.

Woodwork should be

varnished lightly each

year ;  hatches and

lockers  shou ld be

checked to see they

are a l l  operat ing

smoothly.

Berth cushions and

such l i ke shou ld be

cleaned.

This is the time in pro-

ceedings to re-install

any nav igat ion and

c o m m u n i c a t i o n

equipment that was re-

moved fo r  w in te r ;

make sure the con-

nections are checked.

Fire extinguishers and

f lares should be re-

newed and required,

lifejackets inflated to

check for leaks and life

rafts serviced.

Rubber  d ingh ies

should be c leaned,

outboard motors serv-

iced with the boat ’s

name marked on

them. Every year, with-

out fail The Oban Times

police file section car-

ries reports of dinghies

and outboard engines

falling prey to light-fin-

gered individuals. Do a

spot of crime preven-

tion now and it could

save you an insurance

claim.

Each boat  shou ld

have an inventor y of

where ever y th ing i s

stowed so that in an

emergency items can

be found more quickly.

Al l  boat equipment

shou ld now be in-

stalled.

There you have i t,

your pride and joy is

smart, safe, fresh and

inviting for the start of

the 2006 season. Al l

that hard work is going

to be rewarded with

some great days on

the water.

Take a look at the ad-

vertisements featured

here.  Chances are

you’ll know the people

who run these bus i -

nesses; maybe you’ve

even sailed with them.

They are as passionate

about sai l ing as you

are and they are some

of the best in the busi-

ness in the West High-

lands. They have years

of experience, skill and

product knowledge.

There is always good

advice to be had from

your local chandlery,

sail-maker or marina;

ask them if you are in

doubt about anything.

Ardfern Yacht Centre

Come and see our extended chandlery

and new clothing section

Extensive stocks including Jets Marivent inflatables & RIBS *

Nordkapp boats * Tek-Dek decking * Batteries * Raymarine

electronics * Profurl furling systems * Johnson & Evinrude outboard

motors * Zodiac inflatables & RIBS * Lots of new clothing stock *

Paints and Varnishes * Icom radios * Flares * plus lots, lots more of

hard to find chandlery * Special orders welcome

Pontoon Berthing * Moorings * Storage *

Extensive Repair and Maintenance Facilities

A R D F E R N  YA C H T  C E N T R E  L t d

Ardfern, by Lochgilphead ARGYLL, PA31 8QN

te l :  01852 500247 /  500636 fax :  01852 500624

www.ard fernyacht .co .uk

KILMELFORD YACHT HAVEN

5% discount off mooring/storage charges

for annual customers

Tel: 01852 200248

www.kilmelfordyachthaven.co.uk

Fax: 01852 200343

Kilmelford, by Oban, Argyll PA34 4XD

info@kilmelfordyachthaven.co.uk

•SWINGING MOORINGS

•EXTENSIVE REPAIR FACILITIES

•EXPERT AND

EXPERIENCED STAFF

•SHELTERED WINTER STORE

EXPLORE THE

RUGGED

WEST COAST

OF SCOTLAND

ENJOY THE BEAUTIFUL

PEACEFUL LOCATION

PURCHASE

INSURANCE

VALUATION

SURVEYS

Members
YBDSA, BMF

Head Office: Old Bank House, Innellan, Argyll, PA23 7TP

Telephone: 01369 830210  Fax: 01369 830790 (24 hours)

Oban Office: Maitland Murray    �01631 565762

Clyde Office: Jim Abernethy      �01475 540202

www.marinesurveying.co.uk

Call now for details of our special offers

Contact Effie on 01852 500222

or E-mail to craobhmarina@talk21.com

Craobh Marina

ChandleryChandleryChandleryChandleryChandlery

Fitting-Out Specials

LOADS OF

FITTING-OUT

BARGAINS DURING

MARCH AND APRIL

WANTED

10 or 12 foot tender / rowing boat,

GRP or aluminium.

Telephone

01356 622977

2

2 cylinder petter air cooled

engine. Sound, nice lines.

Afloat Tobermory.

Offers

Telephone

07789 14182507789 14182507789 14182507789 14182507789 141825

25 FOOT

TRADITIONAL

SALMON COBLE

2

ORKNEY

SPINNER 13

WITH CUDDY

8 horse power Yamaha engine, Trailer and

lifejackets, All in very good condition

£2100 o.n.o.

Telephone

01770 860480 2

JEANNEAU MERRY

FISHER 580

2003, 70HP, Suzuki four stroke outboard, 110

hours, 2 berth cabin, fresh water system, cooker,

plotter and fish finder, CD player, remote spotlight,

anchor, chain and warps included, lovely condition.

Rollercoaster trailer available separately.

£14,000

Telephone

01546 606838 day or 01546 606596 eve

WANTED

10FT TENDER,

GRP OR SIMILAR

with an outboard.

Telephone

01631 720233

T

ZODIAC OPEN

PRO 650

Fitted with115hp direct injection

Evinrude outboard and on galvanised

Roller Coaster trailer.

Unused Bargain!

£17,500

Telephone

01852 500247

T

TREMLETT

SPORTSMAN 21

Built 1983.  Volvo TAMD40 diesel.

2 berths, cooker & toilet.  Trailer.

£7500

Telephone

01852 500247

18 foot, 2 berth with sails and

4hp Suzuki outboard. Anchor etc.

Very good condition.

£1750

Telephone

07880 781014

FOXCUB 18

12 man 5.2 meter

RIB RRP £7200

Available with

outboard and trailer.

Telephone

01852

500247

ZODIAC PRO

Our Price £5900 T

MELFORT PIER & HARBOUR

Kilmelford

Moorings available for one - six months

Six-month mooring starts at £600

Peaceful lochside location on the shores of Loch Melfort
Water and power available on the pier

Diesel, boat and engine repairs available nearby

Hot Showers, Laundry and Dry Dinghy Storage

Free Parking, onsite restaurant under construction

Free WIFI broadband internet available March 2006

Call for more info 01852 200333
www.mellowmelfort.com

Coming next week - your chance to win free tickets to a top SPL match

Very solid seaworthy boat, ideal charter/angling vessel with large

deck area and bait racks.  Would also be a comfortable private vessel

4-berths, galley, sea toilet, etc.  COP 12 passengers + 2 crew.  Single

screw lister 100hp.  Carvel construction of iroko on rock elm.  Full

details on request, lying out of the water, under cover in Oban.

£25,000 o.n.o.

Telephone James on

01688 302916 or 07771 851349

MV FLAMER



Sport
SPORTS DESK � 01631 568000  Fax 01631 568001  e-mail sport@obantimes.co.uk website www.obantimes.co.uk

Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Sponsored by NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, March 2, 2006

are listed below with differences
for major ports listed beneath.

All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date am pm
Thur        01.13   0.1    07.17     4.3    13.39     0.4    19.24     4.0
Fri   01.54 0.2 07.53 4.2 14.17 0.5 19.58 3.8
Sat            02.35    0.4     08.30    3.9     14.55     0.8     20.33      3.6
Sun           03.18    0.8    09.07    3.5     15.37      1.1    21.08       3.3
Mon      04.04  1.2  09.48  3.1   16.25  1.4  21.48    3.0
Tues         05.00    1.6     10.45    2.8    17.25     1.7    22.47       2.8
Wed           **.**    *.*    06.18     1.9    13.46       2.6    18.39         1.9
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

the weather

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen  2.00

Sponsored by
NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550

Thursday, March 2
Will see a mixture of sunny spells and sleet and snow
showers. Some of the showers are expected to be on

the heavy side. Winds will be moderate north or north-
westerly.

Temperatures -7ºC to 3ºC.
Friday, March 3

Will see a mixture of sunny spells and sleet and snow
showers. Some of the showers are expected to be on

the heavy side. Winds will be moderate north or north-
westerly.

Temperatures -7ºC to 3ºC.
Saturday and Sunday

Are both expected to see a mixture of sunny spells and
sleet and snow showers. Some of the showers are
expected to be on the heavy side. Winds will be

moderate north or north-westerly.
Temperatures -7ºC to 3ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist - Moderate to rough

Oban to Coll/Tiree -As above
Kennacraig to Islay - As above

Tides

Friday

2

15

15

DTM first for Oban’s Susie
IN THE 2006 season,
Oban’s Susie Stoddart,
aged 23, will debut with
AMG-Mercedes C-Class
cars in the DTM.

Susie will race for the
Berlin-based team Mücke
Motorsport in the race se-
ries which runs between
April and October on race
tracks in Germany, the UK,
Netherlands, Spain and
France.

She is the first woman at
the wheel of a Mercedes-
Benz touring car in the
DTM after 10 years.

Previously, Ellen Lohr
was the only woman to
drive for Mercedes-Benz in
the DTM and ITC from
1991 until 1996.

Ellen is also the only

2004. One year later she
moved to the British For-
mula 3 Championship,
however, she participated in
only two races because of
injury.

In both 2003 and 2004,
she was one of the six fi-
nalists competing for the
McLaren Autosport BRDC
Young Driver of the Year
Award. Winners of this
prestigious award have
been Grand Prix driver
David Coulthard, McLaren
Mercedes test driver Gary
Paffett and DTM driver
Jamie Green, the 2004 For-
mula 3 Euro Series Cham-
pion.

Sport plays an important
role in Susie’s life.

Apart from her fitness
programme she likes water
sports such as water skiing,
jet skiing and swimming. Susie Stoddard, who will race with AMG-Mercedes C-Class cars in the DTM.

Motorsport

woman ever to win a DTM
race, when she beat team
mate Keke Rosberg, the
1982 Formula One World
Champion, at Hockenheim
1992.

Susie said: ‘It’s great that
I have got this opportunity.

‘The invitation to test a
DTM car at Barcelona was
really a surprise.

‘I tried hard to make a
good impression. I know
the DTM very well from
TV.

‘Last year, Mika
Häkkinen’s pole position
lap at Spa and his race win
were particularly impres-
sive for me.

‘I will push as hard as I

can in the DTM field with
so many stars, and I really
look forward to my first
race at Hockenheim.

‘Of course, I have to learn
a lot and it’s clear that in the
beginning this will happen
at the back of the field
rather than at the front.’

Norbert Haug, vice presi-
dent Mercedes-Benz
Motorsport, said: ‘With
Susie Stoddart and Mathias
Lauda we have two likeable
newcomers in our DTM
team.

‘During her career so far,
Susie Stoddart performed
well and was a finalist in the
McLaren Autosport BRDC
Young Driver of the Year
Award that distinguishes
her.  Mathias Lauda gained
experience in his short ca-

reer so far in several
singleseater series and he
now wants to go his own
way in a touring car.

‘Susie and Mathias are a
gain for the DTM. They
have set themselves a great
task and they can expect the
support from all of us to
resolve it.’

The Obanite, who now
lives at Northampton,
started her motor sport ca-
reer driving karts.

After five years in this cat-
egory, from 1996 until
2000, she made her race car
debut in the 2001 Formula
Renault Winter Series.

In 2003, Susie ended up
ninth overall in the British
Formula Renault Champi-
onship and improved to
fifth overall in this series in

CONNEL Carpet Bowling
Club’s open doubles on Sat-
urday February 18 drew a
large entry.

After many hard fought
games the semi finalists were
Fulton Ronald and Sandy
Carr versus Finlay and Colin
Clark, and Roddie MacLeod
and Ronnie MacIntyre versus

Bowls

Neil McCorkindale and
Alasdair Dickie.

The final was between
Finlay and Colin and Neil
and Alasdair, the defending
champions, who went on to
win the competition.

Defending champions Neil and

Alasdair retain doubles title

Atlantis Leisure Works
League

 P  W  D L Pts
Atlantis 12 10  0 2 30
Forteiths 10 10  0 0 30
Foster Yeoman 11  8  1 2 25
Oban High 10  8  1 1 25
Oban Times 12  5  1 6 16
AM Transport 10  4  1 5 13
Burnside 11  3  0  8   9
Hydro Board 12  2  0 10  6
The Hotels 11  2  0   9  6
The Hospital 9    0   0   9  0

Women’s

rugby to run

taster

session

Rugby

IN A bid to recruit more
members for the forthcom-
ing sevens tournaments,
Oban Rugby Club’s wom-
en’s team is holding a taster
session at Atlantis Leisure.

The session will run from
12-2 on Saturday March 11
to allow women, over the
age of 16, to come and try
rugby.

Rugby player Dee
Bradbury said: ‘Rugby is a
great social sport and a
good way to keep fit.

‘It is a contact sport but so
is Christmas shopping!’

Training will be provided
on the astroturf pitch behind
Atlantis and anyone inter-
ested should bring along
sports kit and a pair of train-
ers.

The Oban ladies train on
a Friday night between
6pm and 8pm at the rugby
club.

Over 35 Indoor 6-a-side
league

P  W  D L Pts
Trialists 6   6   0  0 18
Taynuilt 6   5   0  1 15
Clements 7   4   1  2 13
Alchemy 7   4   1  2 13
Teachers 7   2  1  5  6
Millpark 7   2  1  5  6
Round Table 7   2  0  5  6
Emergency 7   1  0  6  3

Football

TAYNUILT edged out a 3-
2 win against Clements on
Monday night to ensure the
title will go to the last game
of the season.

In what will be a tense
encounter, league leaders
Trialists will play second-

placed Taynuilt in the last
game of the season.

If Trialists avoid defeat
they will retain their title
but a win for Taynuilt
would see the champion-
ship going to the village
team.

Over 35s football goes down to the wire

OBAN athlete Dee Bradbury
has won the shot-putt at the
Scottish Masters indoor
event at the Kelvin Hall - but
admitted she was disap-
pointed with her perform-
ance.

Dee was competing in the
40-45 age group at the na-
tional event last week and
threw 9m 40cm to take gold.

pointing because I threw 10m
30cm at the Kilmore Games
last year,’ said Dee.

‘It has galvanised me to do
bit more training ahead of the
World Masters Indoor Cham-
pionship.’

Dee also ran in the 60m
hurdles at the Scottish Mas-
ters finishing just outside the
medals in fourth.

Rugby

However the Oban Athlet-
ics Club member said she
could have done better.

Dee, who lives in Bonawe,
will compete in the shot-putt
at the international event in
Linz, Austria, on March 19.

‘My throwing was disap-

Dee disappointed despite Scottish title

OBAN ladies won the Ar-
gyll Cup level doubles tour-
nament last weekend with
Dunoon taking home the
men’s prize.

Both the gents and ladies
competitions were closely
fought and the men’s title
went down to the last game.

ners-up, Dunoon. It was
even closer in the men’s
tournament as Dunoon
won 12 matches and run-
ners-up Mid Argyll won
11.

The tournament was held
in the main hall at Atlantis
Leisure, Oban.

In level doubles, three pairs
play in a round robin tour-
nament.

Oban ladies’ three pairs
won 14 matches between
them, three more than run-

Badminton

Argyll Cup level doubles

success for Oban ladies

The victorious Oban ladies badminton team. t09bad02

Football

Saints net four against league leaders

Scottish Amateur League
Premier Division
OBAN SAINTS 4

POLLOK 1

LEAGUE leaders Pollok
were the visitors to
Glencruitten on Saturday in
this Premier Division en-
counter and the large crowd
of spectators were enter-
tained to a great game of foot-
ball with plenty of skill, pas-
sion and commitment shown
by the players from both
teams.
Saints were without Dean

Walker and Dante Lopez,
both suffering niggling inju-
ries and it was decided to
leave them out for precau-
tionary reasons.
The teams had met earlier

in the season in Glasgow with
the game ending in a 4-4
draw.
The first chance of the game

fell to Ross Maitland after
nine minutes, but his effort
was saved by the Pollok
keeper, who spilled the ball
from his grasp and if the
Saints forwards had been fol-
lowing up they would have
had a simple tap in.
 At the other end Tim Wood-

cock had to make a good save
after a Pollok corner was only
partially cleared.
The home team took the

lead in the 18th minute when
Darin Bryars raced clear be-
fore flicking a great ball into
the path of Keith Millar who
despatched a right foot drive
past the helpless Pollok
keeper Stephen Devine.
Saints created another

chance in the 27th minute
when Keith Millar got on the

end of a Ross Maitland cor-
ner, but his header flew just
past the post.
Pollok drew level on the

half hour mark when Saints
failed to clear a long throw
into the box. The ball was
knocked back to the far post
where the unmarked Steven
Williams was on hand to
crash the ball home from
close range. This was a bad
goal for Saints to lose as they
had looked reasonably solid
at the back.
 Ross Graham and Darin
Bryars then combined to set
up a chance but the Pollok
net-minder wasn’t really
troubled by the shot.
 Pollok striker Stuart Orr
looked dangerous on the ball
and Saints keeper Tim Wood-
cock had to make a great save
when the big front man was
given too much space at the
edge of the box.
With the half time whistle

approaching the home team
took the lead with a well
worked goal. Keith Millar
and Darin Bryars combined
to set up Allan MacKay on
the right and Allan found Joe
Lopez, who had made a late
run into the box, with a per-
fect pass and Joe had the easi-
est of chances to prod the ball
home from close range.
This was the goal the Oban

side needed as Pollok were
starting to dictate play as the
first half drew to a close.
The second period was only

three minutes old when Darin
Bryars was sent clear through
the middle, but the wee
striker shot wide of the tar-

get and a good chance was
missed.
However, the home team

scored that vital third goal in
the 62nd minute when Ross
Maitland found Keith Millar
with the perfect free kick and
the Saints mid-fielder sent a
tremendous left foot drive

encouragment to get a shot
on target and in the end the
Oban side ran out worthy
winners.
Saints used all three substi-

tutes in the second half with
Scott Johnston, Willie
Gemmell and Duncan
Campbell coming on for
Colin Carswell, Ross
Graham and Darin Bryars.
Manager Iain Jackson was

delighted with the three
points and by the perform-
ance of the team. He said: ‘I
thought the boys worked hard
today, although we fell out of
the game a bit in the first half,
but we managed to get back
on track and played some
good stuff against the league
leaders scoring four well
taken goals into the bargain
and fully deserved our win.'
More information is avail-

able on the club website
www.obansaintsafc.co.uk
This Saturday the Oban side

travel to King George V Park,
Renfrew, to take on Moor-
croft in a Premier Division
league match. The game will
kick-off at 2 pm with referee
John Love in charge.
Saints Under 19s had a com-

fortable 8-0 win over
Gourock United at Glen-
cruitten on Saturday, but the
Under 17s went down 6-2
away to Renfrew Victoria.

Saturday's results: Premier Di-
vision - Campbeltown Pupils 3,
Greenock HSFP 1; Gartcosh
United 2, Moorcroft 1; Gourock
Athletic 2, St Patrick's FP 2;
Oban Saints 4, Pollok 1. Premier
Division One - Eaglesham 0,
Dunoon 1. Premier Division
Two - St Joseph's 6, Camp-
beltown Boys 0. Division Two -
Centre 'B' 0, Tarbert 4.

high past the Pollok keeper
into the postage stamp corner
of the net - a great goal.
 Two minutes later Saints
killed the game stone dead.
Pollok were on the attack and
Martin Jones thumped a shot
for goal, but it was blocked
and the ball rebounded to the
half way line where it was
picked up by Allan MacKay,
who raced through on goals
leaving the Pollok defenders
in his wake, before slipping
the ball past the goalkeeper
to make the score 4-1.
Pollok knew they were a

beaten side now, but all credit
to them they battled away al-
though the Saints defence
never gave them any

Keith Millar

The MacIsaac family from Oban, paid a visit to Celtic park recently and were given
a guided tour around the ground. They got their pictures taken with most of the
Celtic first team squad as well as manager Gordon Strachan. Pictured above are

Stephanie, Shonnie and Michael with Roy Keane.
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